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INTRODUCTION 



INTRODUCTION 

A. Statement and Significance of the Problem 

Since Christianity was born in the East it 

is strange that it should have the stigma of being "a 

western religion", "a foreign religion". Many of its 

teachers are "foreigners" • the schools are "foreign 

schools n, even the hymns and music are foreign to the 

people. One of the great problems of the church and 

of Christian education, therefore, is to make Christian

ity indigenous in China. This problem is one which must 

ultimately be solved by the Chinese Christians, who are 

even now making their contributions, especially in the 

field of music. For example, a new hymnal, "Hymns of 

Universal Praise", contains a number of hymns written by 

Chinese and set to Chinese music. And everywhere Chinese 

Christians are singing bits of Scripture adapted to 

Chinese tunes. This, however, is only one of the ways 

in which the Church in China is becoming an indigenous 

church. Perhaps never before in the history of Christian 

education in China have so many and such significant 

experiments been made toward adapting the programs of the 

schools to Christian living in the light of the needs of 

l 
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the church and of the community. Mission schools have 

always faced thw problems of training Christian leaders, 

of developing Christian homes, of inculcating Christian 

virtues, and of helping in the building of an indigenous 

church. But such of these schools as had American prin

cipals naturally basad their curriculum on those of the 

schools with which they ware acquainted. The result was 

that mission schools in China looked very like the picture 

of colonial schools in America as given by George Harbert 

Betts in his book, "The CUrriculum of Religious Education", 

or like mora modern secular schools in America, with the 

addition of compulsory Bible study and attendance at the 

services of the church. !S in colonial days in America so 

in the beginning of mission work in China the church under

took the task of all education, whether the so-called "sec

ular" or the distinctly religious. Teaching of the Bible 

was considered of first importanca;teachers and pupils a

like were expected to share in the services of the church; 

and one of the chief tasks of the schools was considered to 

be the training of Christian leaders for the ministry and 

the teaching profession. 

~oh schools served and still serve a pur

pose, but Christian leaders were haunted by several facts: 

the church was not transforming the lives of the people so 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf.B~tts, George Harbert, The CUrriculum of Religious 
Education, pp 47-!9 • 

l 



much as was desirable; the schools ware not helping the 

community so much as they should; the schools ware not 

doing their share in developing self-supporting, self

propagating churches; and finally the schools ware still 

"foreign" to the lives of the students and the people. 

If there was to be the desired growth in C.llinasa Christian 

character and living, these leaders realized, there must 

be fuller programs in the schools, with specialized schools 

for meeting spacial needs. Wlila much advance has been 

made the problem still remains for each individual school 

to learn to serve as fully as possible in ita own community. 

A study of the trends in the development of the curriculum 

during past years, and of the rapid adjustments since 1937 

to refugee and relief needs should help mission educators 

to see how they may continue to advance and how they may 

profit by what has already been done. 

· It is therefore the purpose of this thesis 

to indicate different ways in which schools of the Pres

byterian Kisaion and soma iaterdenominational colleges 

have faced these problems of the curriculum and to show 

what trends have been at work in its development. This 

will be done by selecting and making a study of several 

typical mission schools. But the solution of the problem 

of how Christian schools may bast serve must be worked out 

in a continuing, growing experience,. with the Chinese 

leaders more and more directing the development. 
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This thesis can attempt no final answer. Nevertheless it 

will serve to show the trends that ha..ve proved useful in 

the past a.s a guide in planning for the future. 

B. Delimitation of the Field 

With the hundreds of Christian schools in 

China. and the impossibility of getting data on some of 

them it is manifestly out of the question to make a survey 

of them all. Presbyterian schools will be considered as 

being those with which the writer is most familiars in 

addition some interdenominational colleges will be included 

in the study.Primary schools will not be discussed. Read

ing and writing(in a land where writing is an art),simple 

Bible stories, simple Christian experiences, together with 

some of the cultural background of Chinese history and 

literature have for the most part made up their curriculum. 

Their chief problem is to obtain better trained teachers 

with better teaohiBg methods. Theological and medical 

schools will not be touched upon for although they have 

made large contributions toward Christian living they af

ford a separate study in themselves. In looking at the 

contributions made by :the schools since 1937 Free China 

will not be conSidered. The advances made there are on 

too large a scale for a single thesis and can only be 

mentioned in passing. Moreover the personal experiences 

of the writer have been in so-called Occupied China, 
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where the Japanese hold the cities. but only make raids 

into the surrounding country. She would l.ike to show how 

Christian schools still serve even in areas wh~e war has 

been a grim reality. This thesis will therefore confine 

itself to several different types of schools; the women's 

Bible schools, trade schools, agricultural schools, and 

post-war schools. From each type one school will be select~ 

ed for special stndy. By studying this variety the thesis 

wil.l seek to show the trends of curriculum development that 

have been in operation, and the ways in which the curricu

lum may be made to minister to the needs of the church and 

of the community. 

c. Method of Procedure 

AI a background for this stndy of ourrioulum 

trends in mission schools in China the first step will be 

to give the educational setting in which the schools were 

established. This will include the recognition of the im

portant part education has played in Chinese life and a 

consideration of the type of curriculum used. The second 

step wlll be a brief historical survey of the aim of miaal!! 

ions, of the types of Presbyterian schools developed, of 

the problems these schools faced, and of the trends at 

work in the development of their curriculum to make them 

minister more tully to the building of an indigenous 

church in touch with the needs of the people. 



6 

With this background in mind insti tu. tions will be se

lected to illustrate the ways in which various types of 

schools have been developing to meet the epeci~ic problems 

found. These will include the A1 Dao Women's Bible School 

at Ohefoo, trade schools and the Institute of Engineering 

Practice in Peking, and the College of Agriculture and 

Forestry in Nanking. 

With 1937 and the invasion of China all in

stitutions had to adapt themselves to the new needs • The 

second part of this thesis will investigate the ~ays in 

which the schools met the problems created by the coming 

of the refugees. AS a background for this a sketch of 

the new Chinese educational program and its relation to 

mission schools will first be outlined. The writer will 

then present from personal experience the program of the 

school for refugees in Iohowfu; and on the basis of letters 

and pamphlets will depict the new curriculum carried.out 

at Ginling College. In this process will be noted the 

trends in operation before the war which are still operatina, 

and those trends which have resulted from the invasion and 

thus have influenced the curriculum of mission schools. 

D. Source of Data 

The sources of information used by the writer 

have been: first, books written by authorities on China and 

on missions in China; second, letters, reports, and pam

phlets written by leaders of the institutions selected; and 

third, the writer's personal expe:rienee and observations. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE AIMS AND CU:.ttRICULUM OF lviiSSIOlf SCHOOLS IN THE LIGHT 
OF THE CHINESE BACKGROUND 

A. Introduction 

To understand the curriculum problems of the 

mission schools in China, it is necessary to know something 

of t.ba educational background of the country and the place 

of education in the problems of missions, as well as the 

more specific aims of the schools. This chapter will there

fore first give a sketch of Chinese education, then state 

the aim of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions and 

consider the part of the mission schools in advancing that 

aim. Finally the chapter will indicate where the curricu

lum has been successful in meeting needs, and where it has 

failed to make Christianity indigenous in China. 

The following sources were consulted for materi

al: J • Dyer Ball: Things Chinese; Arthur J. Brown: One 

Hundred Years; K. s. Latourette: A History of Christian 

Missions in China; Laymen's Missions Inquiry, Regional Re

ports Commission of Appraisal, China; and John J, Heeren: 

on the Shantung Front. In addition to the material from 

these sources the writer has drawn from her own experience 

of twenty years as a mission teacher under the Presbyterian 

Board in Shantung Province, China. 

7 
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B. Education in China 

l. Its Importance 

Perhaps no nation through the centuries has 

held the saholar in greater respect th• has China. In 

any case education through the scholar~officials has been 

the great molding force of the nation. This education in 

the Chinese classics is based largely on the teachings of 

Contu.cius .a;ld his'disci,les •. Oontu.oius himself was a 

philoaopher-ai-.ateaman who lost no opportunity in putting 

his theories into practice whenever he could find. a ruler 

wUli:og to let him try them. J. D;yer Ball in Things Chi

nese tells what this has meant to the people: 

"The Chinese owe everything to their system of educa
tion. It is this which, amidst all the changes of dy
nasty, has kept them a nation; it is this which has 
knit toge the:t' the extremes of this vast land, and has 
caused the same aspirations to rise, and the same 
thoughts to course~ through people differing in ver
nacular, and in many customs and h&bite; it is this 
that has ~een the conquero~ of the conquering hosts 
that have swept over the land, and set up an alien 
dynasty more than once in her history.• 1 

Yet this does not mean that there was any system of gov

ernment education for all the people. In !his lew Edu

cation, speaking of education among Oriental nations, 

Dr. Horne makes the statement: 

rtit is the same story w,llether we think of the priests 
of Egypt, the Magi of Persia, the Brahmans of India, 
the mandarins of China-- these classes rule and are 
educated; the masses are ru.led and are not educated. 
No Oriental nation had. that faith in education which 

• • • • • • 
1. Ball, J. Dyer, Things Chinese, p. 234. 
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provides a universal system of compulsory education and 
which permits variation from established usage." 1 

So far as China was concerned the purpose of 

education was to enable the student to pass the civil ser

vice· examinations and become a government official. This 

meant that the ruling class was educated. But there was no 

hard and fast caste system as in India, and anyone who could 

get the training from no matter what rank of society was 

eligible to take the examinations. China holds in great 

honor some of her scholars who rose from poverty. A famil

iar story is that of Yueh Fei. He was the son of a poor 

but educated woman who tattooed the characters "utmost loy

alty to recompense the country" on his back. In order to 

make a living he was forced to sell beans from door to door. 

A wealthy patron became interested and helped him get an 

education, and he became one of the famous leaders of the 

country and a hero of the Sung dJllasty. on the other hand, 

being the eon of an official was no guarantee of position. 

Each youth with :political aspirations must stand on his own 

merit, and study for and pass the examinations. Chinese 

education was thus democratic in the opportunity offered. 

It is true that the masses were busy making a living, that 

they were illi terata, a.nd that they were willing to leave 

matters of government to those who had the time for it. How-

• • • • • • 

1. Horne, Herman Harrell, This New Education, p. 16. 
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ever, a l.arge famil.y or cl.an woul.d sometimes pool. its re

sources to educate a promising son, and he in his turn 

woul.d be expected to provide for whatever members of the 

family might need his hel.p. The question arises, "Since 

China so honored her scholars, and since the examinations 

ware open to all., why were there not more educated men?" 

The answer is in the diffioul.ty of the examinations and 

of the course of study itsel.f. 

2. Its Difficulty 

Ball. remarks that if some of' the primers for 

American children might have the titl.e "Reading Made Easy" 

the first book studied by Chinese ohil.dren should be cal.led 
' 1 

"Reading Made Difficul tn. Not onl.y was there no alphabet 

(everything being written with complicated Chinese characters) 

but the language was not understandable to the child who was 

expected to repeat page after page of the cl.asaica from mem

ory without error. After four or five years, if tlte pupil 

contimed to receive instruction, he was taught to translate 

the l.i terary language he had l.earned into that of common 

speech, and he began a course of composition which would en

abl.e him to write essays, in preparation for his examinations 

which woul.d consist in essay writing. To add to the difficul

ty there ware many distinct :forms of oharacter writing. one 

teacher in a mission school. said he could write 130 different 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Ball, op. cit., P• 235. 
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types, many of which could not have been ~ead by his fel

low teachers. Writing was an art which had to be practiced, 

and if not daily practiced, the fingers of the writer, like 

those of a musician. would lose their skill. Letter writing 

was another subject in the curriculum. For this set phrases 

and all.usions had to be learned. It was a little as if' all 

letters written in English had to be composed of phrases 

like .. Birds of a feather". A. Chinese of fair educe. tion might 

receive a letter which he would have to have translated for 

him. In addition the scholars developed a kind of' short

hand, still using the characters but making each one with 

fewer strokes of the brush. Merely learning to hold and use 

the brush was no small accomplishment. fo the unini tie. te 

this form of writing was neither like the printed nor the 

ordinary written character. Even to-day it is al.m.ost im

possible to get an educated Chinese to write a letter that 

one acquainted with the Mandarin of' the printed page can 

read, because it is considered too school-boyish. It would 

seem as though, in order to maintain their prestige, the 

scholars had delibe~ately built up a system to exclude all 

but the' elect. 

3. Its Content 

In ~egard to the nature of' these Chinese clas

sics that have so influenced the nation it is easy to say 

what they are not. Such subjects as mathematics, geography, 

and science as considered from a western viewpoint are not 
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inol.uded. Etiquette, minute rules ~ conduct, poetry, and . ., . 

philosophy all have their plaee. No one can deey the great 
" ' , ~ 

contribution made to the nation by ,;he classical education 

but there were drawbacks as well. In order to see where 

these classics were inadequate an evaluation of Confucian

ism is necessary for Confucianism was at the heart of the 

curriculum. SUch an estimate was made by Arthur J. Brown 

in his book One ~ndred Years: 

"In practice it' functions as a religion among the masses 
of the people and most missionaries regard 1 t either as 
a religion or as a formid.able nbs ti tu te for it. While 
it te.aC'Jhes some truths it ignores others that are vital. 
It lifted the Chinese above the level of barbarism only 
to fix them upon a plane considerably lower than that 
of Christianity. It developed such a smug satisfaction 
with existing conditions as to render the nation lo~ 
impervious to the intluenees of the modern world. It 
debased respe.ct for paren-ts in'to blind reverence for an
oeatore so that a dead father, who may have been a vic
ious man, took the place of th• living God. It fostered 
premature marriage .ana conoabinage in the anxiety to have 
sons to care for parents in age and minister to them 
after de a t.b.. · It made the child a virtual slave to the 
parent. It lcrd to a reverence for the put that regarded 
change as diarcrspect to the dead, so that progress was 
made difficult and societ7 became fossilized. 'OUst()m' 
became sacred. EX!HJndi tures which the poor could ill
afford were exacted for ancestral worship which impover
ished the living for the sake of the dead, and the de
velopment of patriotism ~ a well-governed State was 
prevented by mak1118 the individual solioi tous only for 
his own family and indifferent to the welfare of his 
country. contuoianilm. therefore is C.JP,na' s wealtness as 
well as China' a strength, the foe of progress, the stag
nation of life." 1 

!he above is a picture of Confucian Chinese 

education when mission schools were established. By 1905 

• • • • • • 
1. Brown, Arthur J ., One HUndred Years, p. 156 
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even the Imperial government was awake to the need of 
< -. 

change. Western influences though opposed by the Boxer 
• ' ' ~ • , < _,.,' ' " .~,. •' ' > e ,. 

movement, had had their influence, a.nd).n that year by 
IJ· 

an Imperial edict the writing of essays for examination 

was done away with and the old examine. tion halls disman

tled. A Board of Education was established and "An Impe

rial Edict in 1908 read: 'All boys over eight years of age 

must go to school, or their parents or relatives will be 

punished. If they have no relatives the officials will be 
:1 -

held responsible for their education.'" That does not 

mean that the classics were 4one away with but instead of 

being the curriculum they became a part of the curriculum, 

and the schools all too often became blind imitators of 

western schools. Wor does it mean that Confucianism as a 

way of life vanished, for through the centuries the people 

though not li terata were constantly influenced by it. At 

festival seasons officials often had plays produced out

doors where all who would might listen and the plays were 

usually historical. Then there were the temple fairs at 

which the theatre played a part, while the professional 

story-teller never·lacked for an audience. In addition 

custom and folk-lore embodied much of the wisdom of the 

sages .. 

• • • • • • 
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c. J.ims and Ourr1culum of Mission Schools in China. 

1. Aim of. the Presbyterian Board 

Very foreign to this Confucian education were 

the ways of Western schools, of mission schools,in China. 

To be sure even these must teach the use o:f the Chinese 

character if Christians were to read. And if the Bible 

was to be intelligible to the .asses it could not be printed 

in the old literary style, though several translations were 

made in that style as well as in the verna~lar. Most mis

sion schools recognized that a Chinese student to be educa

ted shollld know something of his own history and literature. 

But there were other questions as to t~ purpose and cur

riculum o:f a mission school in such an educational environ .. 

· ment. !o discuss these it is necessary to understand the 

aim o:f missions, and as this thesis proposes to study Pres

byterian schools it is concerned with the aim as stated by 

the Presbyterian Board in its Mannal: 
8 The supreme and controlling aim of Foreign Missions is 
to make the Lo:rd Jesus Christ known to all men as their 
Divine Saviour and to persuade them to become His disci
ples; to gather these disciples into Christian ohnrches 
which shall be self-propagating, self-supporting, and 
sel:f~governing; to cooperate, so long as necessary, with 
these churches in the evangelizing of their countrymen 
and in bringing to bear on all human life the spirit 
and principles o:f Christ.• 1 

In the furtherance o:f this aim o:f foreign missions three 

methods were used: evangelistic, medical, and educational, 

• • • • • • 

1. Manual of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presby~ 
terian Cburoh in the u. s. ~. Revised 1927, p. 5. 
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but all three were to cooperate in the development of the 

Christian church and community. The thought of the mis-

sionaries was in harmony with that of the early Christian 

Fathers, who believed that teaching could prepare for 

church membership and ~adership. Thus there were two main 

tasks which were to be undertaken by the schools: the first 

wa~ to bring the pup Us themselves into a saving knowledge 

of Jesus Christ as· Lord and Saviour, and the second was to 

train them as leaders, that they might be teachers and evan

gelists who in their turn would make Christ known to others. 

The schools might in addition have other varied aims, cul

tural, hygienic, economic, vocational. Dr. John J. Heeren 

in On the Shantung Front, for example, shows- that even in 

earlier days in ouaa missionary leaders were thinking in 

terms of a well~rounded education. As an illustration of 

this he tells of a paper read by Dr. c. w. Mateer at a gen ... 

er&l conference of Protestant missionaries of China held at 

Shanghai in 1877 on the relation of Protestant missions to 

education. He says: 

"In the paper Dr. Matee+ shows the great importance of 
Christian education in helping to Christianize and up
lift China, and states very clearly the specific values 
of education as a whole. In this regard the following 
quotations are very enlightening ••• 

'The object of mission schools I take to be 
the education of the pupils mentally, morally, and re
ligiously, not only that they may become effective a
gents in the hands of God, for defending and advancing 
the cause of truth. Schools also which give a knowledge 
of western science and civilization cannot fail to do 
great good both physically and socially.'" 1 

• • • • • • 
1. Heeren, John J., On the Shantung Front, pp. 227, 228. 
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It is with these secondary aims in their relation to the 

Christian program as a whole that this thesis is chiefly 

concerned. 

2. ~ypes of Schools Developed 

It is obvious from the survey of Chinese edu

cation that it was inadequate, even from the point of view 

of the necessary tools, for Christian education. It was 

not the purpose of the church to reach merely the scholars 

but the masses as well. ~o use even the language of the 

classics was too slow and difficult a process. ~o bring 

the pupils to a knowledge of Christ, it was desirable that 

they should be able to read the Bible and other Christian 

literature in the vernacular. Moreover they had to be helped 

to unders ta.nd what they read. ~o arrange for the students to 

gain the usual Chinese education and find time outside for 

the imparting of Christian educatlon was not practicable. 

Besides, in the early days of missions the Chinese schools 

were opposed to the teachings of Christianity and would not 

have been willing to cooperate. The mission schools thel'e:•, 

fore undertook not merely religious education as such, but 

also so-called secular education. 

In the opening of the Presbyterian mission 

schools it was only natural that the missionaries should 

adopt the curriculum of the secular schools wi tb. which t.bey 

were acquainted in America, adding regular and required 

courses in Bible study, with chapel and church attendance 
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also required. A.na. eJ. though a study of Chinese culture 

and the classics was often included it is not strange that 

these schools appeared to the Chinese as something very 

foreign indeed. Many questions arose. Should Bible study 

and chapel attendance be required? Which was paramount • 

the educational or the evangelistic aim of the school? 

And later, could the mission schools register under the 

Chinese government? Another question kept obtruding itself, 

how could the schools serve the church more fully in its 

problem of developing Chinese Christian living and charac

ter? Regardless of how these questions were answered the 

schools did in various degrees accomplish certain aims. 

In the high schools teachers were trained to teach in the 

mission primary schools, and many of the students entered 

into the fellowship of the chnrch. In other schools, as 

well as sometimes in the high schools, special training 

was given to prepare Bible women and evangelists. Other 

students ware prepared to enter college, theological, and 

medical schools. In the boarding schools there was prac

tice in cleanliness, hygiene, and community living. For 

the wealthier students, t.bose who could afford to go to 

college or those who ware planning to teach or preach, such 

training may have been adequate. And for a time the pupils 

were so few in ~bar that most of them could be used by the 

church, for the great need was for more and better trained 

leaders. 
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3. Recognized Inadequacies of the Curriculum 

It was early recognized, however, that the 

stndents coming from the small towns, villages and rural 

communities were being educated away from their homes, and 

not for the life many of them would have to live. As for 

the religious part of their training, emphasis was placed 

on the next world rather than on"that newness of life which 

should transform all of life. both present and to come. 

Christian leaders would criticize church members for taking 

non-Christian, uneducated• bound-footed daughters-in-law 

for their sons only to be told that the girls from Christian 

schools did not make as good wives and mothers as those who 

had not gone to sohool. Boys from the schools would sit 

around during their vacations on the farm and let their 

parents wait on them. The fault here was not entirely due 

to the sohools. but partly to the Chinese conception of 

scholarship, which made it beneath the dignity of a scholar 

to do manual labor. Only as the Christian teachers them

selves set the example of lowly service did the pupils be

gin to see what is involved in following one who was a car

penter. And even when the lessons themselves involved liv

ing problema it was difficult to get the carry-over into 

actual life. For example one teacher questioned the worth

whileness of teaching cleanliness and inspecting dormitories 

when the average student made no attempt to be any cleaner 

at home. Another curious example was in connection with a 
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very popular song which exhorted ~he girls to unbind their 

feet, and. which the Bible women used so much that it seemed 

almost to be a part of their Gospel. Many homes would ask :. 

for and apparently enjoy this song, some of them even learn

ing to sing it for themsel vee, without the slightest inten

tion of doing anything about their own girls. 

To adapt Christian education to the life of a 

country whose old educational system had been for long stat~ 

ic was no simple task, nor has this task been completed. 

Perhaps the best way to see the lines along which to look 

for development is to note the points at which it has been 

criticized. The group of laymen who studied missions in 

order to make an appraisal were undoubtedly correct in much 

of their estimate of the schools in China, though they were 

by ·no means the first to see and attack the problems they 

pointed out. The missionaries ware all along critical of 

their own work and constantly on the alert for better cur

riculum and methods, though it was often easier to see a 

difficulty than to remedy it. There is therefore truth in 

the following statement of the Laymen's Missions Inquiry: 

"The most serious defect of our Christian schools is 
that their curriculum is so largely imitative and ver
bal, so largely confined to the memorizing of facts, 
terms, words, and the definitions of words, so little 
connected with the life and needs of China. 

Dr. Y. K. Ohn, Professor of Education at Ling
nan University, maintains that: 'Modern education tends 
to educate men out of their environment. It cultivates 
a thorough disgust with existing conditions in their 
houses, a dissatisfaction which would be wholesome if it 
led to a positive effort to improve their environment; 
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but, as it is, it simply results in a desire to escape. 
Few young people who attend our schools are attracted to 
the more productive ocoupatioDS which are so vital to 
the ~ife of the country.'" 1 

!his is in line with. the criticism also pointed out in 

Re-Thinking Missions: 

"It is in the smaller cities, in Rangchow, Ianking,!ai
anfu and other cities of Shantung province that the 
question became serious; for there mission schools teach 
the children of artisans, townspeople and farmers, and 
this formal type of education unfits them for their tu
~e life. Mission schools seem to know but one objec
tive for education, college entrance, and the boys they 
are teaching in these central and northern schools are 
better fitted for other aims than college. 

This has come about through China'~ having 
imitated the West rather than having stu.died her own 
needs. To-day she is beginning to realize this and she 
is seething with educational experiments, hunting for 
better ways before her educational system crystallizes.• 2 

It is the purpose. of this thesis, while not 

admitting that the object of mission schools has been mere~ 

ly college entrance, to make a stu.dy of some typical in

stitutions of learning, in the light of Chinese needs, and 

to see what contribu tiona they have been making toward these 

•better ways". In so doing the curriculum trends that have 

developed as the schools have tried to serve the· church, 

the eommunity,and the nation will be pointed out. 

D. SUmmary 

The Chinese educational system, based on the 

ConfUcian Classics, has been considered because of its re-

2. 

• • • • • • 
Laymen's Missions Inquiry, Regional Reports Comission 
of Appraisal China, QOl. II, p. 117. 
Rocking, William E., Re-Thinking Missions, p.l58* 
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lation to the development of mission schools in China. It 

has been seen that though this education was of little 

value for the accomplishment of Christian objectives, and 

though its leaders were not in sympathy with the church, it . 

nevertheless contributed a written language and a moral code. 

Moreover, the respect in which the Chinese people held their 

scholars made education seem a valuable thing to them. AS 

for mission leaders they believed that schools were neces~ 

sary even for the attainment of their evangelistic objec~ 

tives. The first purpose of the mission schools was to 

help to develop a literate church with Christian members 

able to read the Bible in the vernacular. A system of schools, 

requiring :Bible study and teaching secular subj~cts, largely 

following the pattern of education in.the United States, 

was early developed. These schools were useful in.leading 

young people to Christ and in developing the leadership of 

the church. But because they were foreign in character they 

often failed to help the young people in their adjustments 

to Chinese life. Nevertheless since the missionaries were 

constantly evaluating their own work there were always ex

periments being carried on and adaptations being made in the 

curriculum of some of the schools. The ones selec"J;ed for 

study in this thesis are those which were pioneering in 

these new developments because it is in the growth of such 

institutions that curriculum trends may best be seen. Al.l 



education for women in China was pioneer work, for only in 

rare ins ta.noes, like that of Yueh Fei • s mother, had Chinese 

women been given any schooling. The first schools to be ~.·, 

studied, therefore, will be those for women. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE CURRICULUM OF THE \VOMElf' S ELEMENTARY BIBLE 

SCHOOLS II CHINA 

A. Introduction 

In.a section on "Some Trends in the Education

al Work of the Shantung Mission~ Dr. Heeren gives as one of 

them, "An Increasing Emphasis upon Education for Girls and 
1 

vVomen. n Tbns the development of the women's Bible schools 

in China of itself indicates a trend.· The A1 Dao Bible 

School {or "Love the Way" Bible School) in Chefoo has been 

selected as typical of these schools and as one of the pio~ 

nears in its self .. help department. This type of school has 

a distinctlve place in Christian education in China because 

it is so closely associated with both evangelistic and ada~ 

oa.tional work. In fact at times the question arises as to 

whether these schools should not be considered as part of 

the evangelistic program instead of the educational. There 

can thus be little doubt that they do belong to the program 

of Christian education, for they have taught distinctly for 

religious objectives. Since they are elementary they do 

not find an important place in the histories of mission ed

ucation, nor have they been well-supported financially by 

the mission boards. However, they are to be found in many 

• • • • • • 
1. Heeren, op. cit., p. 242. 
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Presbyterian stations, some of them being able to ·carry on. 

more advanced programs than others. 

It is the purpose of this chapter first to 

make a atQdy of these Bible schools, their objectives, and 

their contributions to the church and the community. ·It 

will then note the economic problema that arose in connec~: 

tion with the ac~ools, and some of the experiments made 

toward meeting these problems, and then will discuss in 

more detail the Ai Dao Bible School which has been selected 

because of the umsua.l way the problem was solved there. 

K. s. Latourette, A History of Christian Mis

sions in China; John J. Heeren, On the Shantung Front; a 

Chinese catechism, a Chinese Primer of Christian Instruc

tion, and printa~ reports of the Chefoo station and of the 

Ai Dao Woman's Bible Training School have been consulted 

for material. In addition the writer has made use of her 

personal experience in schools for women and girls in 

Shantung. 

B. The Purpose of the Wanen'a Elementary Bible Schools 

Latourette in A History of Christian Missions 

in China has this to say of education for women: 

"Before 1897 mission schools for girls seem as a rule 
to have been chiefly patronised by Christians and many 
of their graduates became teachers or 'Bible Womenw, 
devoting their time to reaching members of their sex 
with the Christian message and helping those already 
Christian to ~ow in the Faith. Schools for women ware 
such an innovation and the distrust felt for the for
eigner was frequently so lively that difficulty was 
often experienced in obtaining pupils. For years it 
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seems to have been customary for the missions to defray 
all the girls' expenses." 1 

This tells something both of the purpose and 

of the problems of the girls' schools. !base schools were 

of two types, primary and high schools (often parts of the 

same plant) and elementary Bible sahools for woman. These 

schools were alike in their purpose of giving Christian in

struction to girls from Christian families, especially as 

the need was more and more felt for Christian homes. Pas

tors, teachers and evangelists were handicapped by having 

non-Christian, uneducated wives, unable to sympathize with 

them or to help them in their work. The difference lay in 

the age and type of student received. The primary-high 

s.chool group started with children. The Bible schools took 

pupils anywhere from fifteen years to fifty or more, young 

women most of whom had had no opportunity to go to school 

earlier. They also had a large mmber of widows and of 

other women whose home lives were not satisfactory. Often 

one wife would come to school from a family where a man had 

two or three wives, and occasionally a nun would run away 

from a Buddhist temple and be permitted both by her superi

ors and by the school to stay. In the latter oases the 

school usually had ~ be entirely responsible for her sup

port. Because the Bible schools received married women 

there arose a curious difference between them and the high 

• • • • • • 

1. Latourette, K.S.j A History of Christian Missions in 
China, P• 450. 



26 

schools. The latter would receive no married woman lest 

she in some way contaminate the minds of the girls, and 

yet about half of the pupila of the Bible schools were un

married girls, and it was never suggested that the associa

tion with the other women would be harmful to them. 

The Bible schools often found themselves in 

difficulty because of the difference between their purpose 

for the students and the desire of the women themselves. 

The sch9ols enrolled non-Christians for the purpose of lead

ing th'em to' Christ. They admitted Christians for the pur

pose of making them intelligent, that they might know both 

Whom and what they believed. Knowing that there were but 

few umarried _women among the Chinese the schools were inter .. 

ested in training the students to be Christian wives and 

mothers. But this was not the thought of the majority of 

the pupils. They were looking for freedom, eager to get 

away from the home for a time. One student, a non•Christian, 

with almost no knowledge of the Christian messag!, said 

quite frankly that she came to school because she wanted 

to be a Bible woman. She had sensed an independence and a 

3 oy in the life of some Bible woman she had known. Another 

student, a graduate, told the faculty of the school she had 

attended that it was up to them to see to it that all their 

graduates had 3 obs, and was quite furious when it was im-

possible to provide a paid job for her. 
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c. The Contribution of the Women's Elementary Bible Schools 
Toward the Work of the Church 

Though feeling that the place of most of their 

s~dents was in the home, these elementary Bible schools 

did plan to give all the training possible to sincere 

Christians who would be willing to serve as country Bible 

women, and many graduates in the early days did well and 

sacrificially a. task of evangelism that no one else was 

prepared to do. But at the best these schools could offer 

only a six-year course, and the faculties knew how inadequate 

this was for training Christian leadership when they had to 

begin with the three R's. It was always hoped that entrance 

requirements could be raised to require a rudimentary knowl" 

edge of read-ing, and ~ways it was difficult to find ways 

by which girls could be taught to read in their home vil

lages. It was usually necessary therefore for schools whose 

courses began with a somewhat advanced class to compromise 

and give preparatory teaching. 
\ 

However, these schools have 

been able to make at least five contributions to the church. 

First, every year some of their s~dents are received into 

the fellowship of the church. Second, teachers and pastors 

have found in the schools .a place where their wi vas can be 

instructed. Third, many of the students have married, and 

in more or less degree made Christian canters of their homes. 

These wives often invite the church to hold classes for women 

in one of their rooms and often help with the teaching them-
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selves. Fourth, Bible women have been trained who have had 

a message for country villages and who have been willing to 

do a humble task under difficult living condi tiona that 

high school graduates have felt to be beneath them. And 

fifth, selected students who have proved their worth in 

school and in practical service have been sent~ to other 

schools for higher education that has made them real leaders 

in the church. 

D. The CUrriculum of the Women's Elementary Bible Schools 

The curriculum of these schools was determined 

by their objectives. The first purpose was to teach the 

students to read enough that they might be able to read the 

Bible, and then to teach them enough Bible that they might 

become fairly intelligent Christians able to help others 

learn to know Christ. Various Chinese catechisms have often 

been used to teach both reading and the fundamentals of the 

Christian fa.i th to various groups of inquirers and. to in

dividuals. These were sometimes used in the Bible schools 

also, for students could learn them and then go out to 

teach them to others. As text books these catechisms left 

much to be desired. For one thing there was no attempt 

made to repeat characters in as many combinations as pos

sible, and it was actually easier for many pupils to mem

orize question and answer than it was for them to learn to 

read from these books. Even from the point of view of the 

church there ware difficulties. Pastors began to realize 



that being able to repeat answers was no sign that the 

inquirer was ready for church membership, no sign that he 

understood what the answers were all about, and no sign 

that any connection was made between this memory work and 

life. One of the most popular of these catechisms started 

with a question as to the origin of all things, progressed 

slowly. through questions about the Bible and the Ten Com

mandments, while all too often the inquirer became dis

couraged before he got to vital instruction about Jesus. 

This instruction~ of course, he had probably had in varying 

degrees befo~e starting on the catechism, and always the 

reading would be supplemented by evangelistic services. 

Another text, much more popular in the schools, 

might well .be called a Chinese Christian Primer. Its name 

is "Short Steps to Great TruthS 8
, but the li tera.J. transla

tton of the Chinese title is "From Shallow into Deep." As 

this title suggests the material is graded. Lessons get 

harder as they go along, and characters once used are often 

repeated. After studying two or three short bookletl of 

this series the student should be able to begin the study 

of a Gospel with comparative ease. The first lesson uses 

four Chinese characters, "righteousness", "ev11", 8 reward", 

and "has". These are used in many combinations to express 

a teaching in harmony with Chinese thought, and that nearly 

any Chinese would accept, namely, that righteousness and 

evil inevitably have their rewards. Following lessons lead 



30 

into vital Christian teaching and contain some Bible 

stories. This booklet, like the catechism, is one the 

student can in turn use in teaching others, in evangelistic 

classes outside the school, and in the homes of the people. 

These books are now printed in parallel columns using the 

phonetic script wherever new characters occur. This script 

was developed in an attempt to make learning to read Chinese 

easier and quicker. Instead of using Roman letters its 

promoters have chosen symbols which express more accurately 

the Chinese sounds, and which are more similar in form to 

the parts of which Chinese characters are made. This script 

is sometimes used as a help in learning to read the charac

ters themselves for the student can get from it the sound of 

the yet unlearned word. Though this script has proved to 

be of use in teaching reading and in helping some women who 

could never have learned the character to read their Bibles, 

it does not seem likely that it will ever replace the charac

ter. Because of the great ~bar of words whose sound is 

identical it is not always possible to tell the meaning of 

words when only sound is indicated. Even in conversation 

Chinese will often resort to writing a character, sometimes 

just by making strokes with the right index finger in the 

palm of the left hand, in order to make a meaning clear. · 

Phonetic-script catechisms are ~ow being printed with the 

character in parallel columns. Even with this help for be

ginners 1 t may be seen from a comparison of the forma how 
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much better the book, Short Steps to Great Truths, is 

adapted to their use. 1 

In addition to the materials mentioned &boTe, 

the Christian Literature Society in Shanghai and Christian 

publishing houses have been busy constantly preparing lit

erature for the church, increasing the quantity and variety, 

and improving the quality •. The schools now have many vol

umes from which to choose. Texts on the life of Christ, 

the women of the Bible, the plan of Salvation, and other 

subjects have been added to the curriculum materials of the 

Bible schools. Along with the teaching of these helps to 

Bible study and the teaching of the Bible itself has gone 

the teaching of hymns and Gospel songs. A s tu.dent who does 

not know how to tell a Gospel story can teach a group of 

children to sing a song, one of the most familiar being a 

translatioQ ~f "Jesus loves me." 

Since most of these students will have homes 

of their ot~n, and many of the rest will be working in the 

homes of others, home-making and hygiene have usually been 

included in the course of study. Thestl have been taught, 

when possible, by a nnrse or doctor from a near-by mission 

hospital. In connection with hygiene dormitories were su

pervised, and the importance of cleanliness there as well 

as in classroom and kitchen emphasized. Sometimes there 

• • • • • • 

1. See Sample Lessons, following page. 
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were classes in cooking. One graduating class had reason 

to be proud of the dinner they prepared for the faculty 

farewell party, instead of sending, as was usually done 

for a caterer. History, geography, arithmetic, and Chinese 

compos! tion varied in amount in different schools. :aut .most 

schools were too poor for any scientific equipment. Some

times it was possible to make trips in connection with 

their Bible study. Pottery is still being made in China 

in the same way as in Bible days. A picture from an old 

Egyptian tomb, supposed to have been painted about 2,000 

B. c., shows the same type of wheel that students of 

Jeremiah saw a potter using. 

E. The Economic Problems 
of the Wom~n's Elementary Bible Schools 

In addition to the studies already mentioned 

most of the Bible schools have added self-help departments. 

Before studying the various experiments along this line 

the economic needs which gave rise to these departments 

will be considered. Latourette in his statement quoted 
1 

above refers to the custom of the missions of defraying 

all the expenses of the girls in the earlier schools. This 

was partly because a girl was considered by her people to 

be of comparatively little value. Moreover, her education 

was in the hands of her mother and later of her mother-in-

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. ante p. 25. 
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law, and was thought by them to be quite sufficient if 

she knew how to be a good wife and mother, and how to 

take care of her home. Even if a :family did feel that 

schooling might be of value to a girl they would be un

willing to take money to educate a daughter if there were 

any son going uneducated. As the women's schools were 

elementary in character it did not seem necessary for the 

teachers to be so highly educated as in the high schools. 

Therefore they could not command as high salaries, and in 

consequence most of the appropriations of the mission 

boards for education went to the higher schools. But 

since the Bible schools were also boarding schools there 

were expenses for food and incidentals as well as for 

teaching. The families of the students, most of whom came 

from the country, could not see that the fact that a girl 

no longer ate at home made much difference in their budget, 

and in any case were usually not willing to put the dif

ference .. into feedi!lg her away from home. · Even had mission

aries and boards been able to continue to carry all the ex

penses of the increasing ~bar of women who wanted to go 

to schoo1 the policy of making Christians dependent finan

cially was soon seen to have· a bad effect on the church 

and on the character of the Christians themselves. They 

came, many of them, to feel that it was the business of 

the church to help them. In fact, since the church taught 

that it was "more blessed to giv~ than to receive" some 
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fel. t they were doing a favor in making it possible for the 

church to be "blessed". It was thus necessary in order to 

support the school.s and to develop the· character of the 

stadents that those who received financial. help shoul.d be 

given some form of work to do in return. Ex,periments were 

tried in making them responsible for their own cooking, to 

save the wages of a cook and to give the pupils at least 

that much to do. One s tu.dent, when asked to take her turn 

looking after the mill whil.e the donkey was grinding the 

wheat for the school meal.s, suddenly decided she had enough 

money to pay her board after all.. By this time the Bibl.e 

school.s were charging low fees for tuition and enough for 

board to cover the actual expense. 

F. The Sel.f-Help Departments 
of the Women's Elementary Bible School.s 

When a pastor or evangel;st would find a young 

woman who seemed worthy of baing helped in a Bible school, 

usually some enthusiastic protegee, he would first see how 

much the fa.mil.y woul.d give and then turn to some missionary, 

possibly the principal of the school., for help. It woul.d 

be impossible to say how many hundreds of Chinese students 

have received their education because missionaries have re

sponded to such appeals. Sometimes money has been loaned, 

usually given. And then the individual missionary, not 

wanting to pauperize the student, would look around for 

work to be done, possibly on Saturday afternoons. Much 
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time and thought has bEutn given by these missionaries 

trying to find or make work for students. It might be 

gardening, mending, sawing, laoe-ma.king, or any odd job 

about the house or school. But this was not a real so

lution. Students supported by individual missionaries 

got false ideas of their position and this often led to 

complications with the faoul ty. It was agreed by all that 

it was much batter, when possible, for the schools to de

aide what students should receive help, and for these 

stu.dants to be responsible to the faoul ty rather than to 

an individual. However, many things are easier to agree 

on than they are to put in praotioe. It was not always 

possible to prevent people from appealing directly to some 

individual, and again there were times when missionaries 

felt that faonlties were too willing to help all who asked, 

regardless of ability and Christian character, provided 

funds could be collected from the foreigner. 

1. Various Experiments in Self-Help 

More and more, however, the responsibility 

was put into the hands of the schools. The problem then 

became to determine what the students could do by which 

,they could earn money to pay their board and 1mi tion. 

aross-stitoh was perhaps the most popular solution and 

embroidery next. Chinese were skilled with the needle 

and linens with Chinese designs could be sold in America 

as well as in China. Old designs were used and new ones 
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added, the schools borrowing patterns from each other. 

Ma~ students were thus enabled to get an education. Other 

places tried. tatting and lace making •. But the markets for 

this proved more uncertain so that fewer schools have at

tempted their support in that W&J• The Women's Bible 

School at Tsining, realizing that the cross .. sti tch field 

was over full, taught knitting to the students, who made 

hundreds of garments that were sold in China and America. 

When possible these were made to order, but in addition many 

were sold at summer resorts. The smdents with their knit

ting seemed a happy group, and the school was thriving.But 

because of the amount paid the students for their work and 

because of the cost of the wool there was little Chinese 

market for their product, for it was too expensive. Of 

course, not only the Bible schools but also the girls' high 

schools faced similar problems. But it was easier for the 

latter to get more support from tuition and from the denom

inational boards. In one other type of school knitting 

helped solve the problem and that was in schools for the 

blind. With. all these enterprises there was another prob

lem, that ·of marketing. At any summer resort in China mis~ 

Sionaries could be found havit~g sales for their schools. 

Some established markets in America and agencies in China 

helped dispose of their articles. But always schools were 

looking for new opportunities and openings. One mission 

secretary warned that he had visited many places and seen 
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many industrial enterprises started that had later gone on 

the rooks. 

2. The Ai Dao Bible School and the cut-Outs 

The Ai Dao Bible B~hool at Chefoo has been s4-

leoted for special stndy because as a school it is typical, 

but its self-help department ia unique. It is not neceasa-, 

ry to picture its curriculum or the problema it faced, bel!!' .. 

cause all that has been said above of women's Bible schools 

in general applies to it. In 1931 it was struggling against 

financial odds with about forty or fifty stndants in cramped 

quarters. Its stndenta and teachers ware already touohing 

the life about them. at various points. Groups of stndents, 

with a teacher when possible, had regular times for evan

gelistic work. They went to the penitentiary, to small 

factories where woman and girls were making hair-nets (Che

foo was a center for this business), and to the homes of 

Christiana and non-Christians, holding Bible classes and 

having intimate talks with any individuals or groups who 

might be willing to listen. All these activities have con

timed in the years since and broadened as the self-help 

department has increased their resources. A. recent report 

· of the school tells of the work in the penitentiary where 

the girls want every Wednesday: 

"To teach the women to read, first the phonetic charac
ters, and then the regular ones. fhey have a fine 
Chriatian matron there who was sought because she was a 
Chriatian by the non-Christian managers: They found that 
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none but a Christian could look after convicts properlY·· 
!his matron has worked faithfully with 'the women and our 
girls have taught 'them every week, and now over twenty 
of 'the fifty can read 'the Bible, and more than 'that w.m
ber are Chris'tians.The managers of the ina1ii1iu1iion re
joice 'that those fighting, cursing women have become 
model prisoners, while we re3oice that 'their lives have 
been changea. n 1 

Other Bible schools and high schools have also done work in 

local prisons, but probably none with more regularity or 

better results that 'the Ai Dao school. 

It is largely due 'to the imagination of a 

missionary that this school has developed in the last dec• 

ade a self-help department 'that has added greatly 'to ita 

uaeful.ness. Often a Chinese would be found with great skill 

in cutting designs in paper. But it took vision to see what 

a1i1irac1iive use could be made of 'them, and how this Chinese 

'talent coul.d be made profi 'table both .to 'the studen'ts and to 

the school. In 1932 Mrs. Berst of the Presbyterian Mission 

in Chefoo made the following report: 

"Ai Dao has its industrial department, which, while still 
in i'te infancy, has all the earmarks of a healthy infant, 
viz, 'the ability 'to grow and crow. Man, of our girls 
have 'to help pay their way in school, and in order to en
able 'them 'to do so, we have ta1iar1ied and carried on for a 
year, the making of place cards, correspondence paper, 
and Christmas cards. !his is done by the cutting and 
pasting of those delicate and intricate figures and scenes 
at which the Shantung women are so clever. On seeing one 
of our cards a lady inquired, 'Who has Christianized the 
Chinese cu t-ou 1is? "' 2 .. 

• • • • • • 
1. Re.Port of Women's Bihl.e School, Chefoo, AUg. 1936, p.3. 
2. Historical Sketch of the Presbyterian Mission, Chefoo, 

P• 30. 
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1 
The pic~e on the cover tor the 1940 report of the school 

was used on Christmas cards and shows a typical design 

where Chinese and Christian art have combined. Ma.ay purelJ 

Chinese designs are also used tor the stationerr. sometimes 

a picture with a junk, again a scene with a bridge; perhaps 

a Chinese water carrier. There has been a constant improve

ment in the designs and an ever increasing varietr so that 

the work now is mnch more attractive than at first. In 

addition to stationerr and calendars there are some full

page pictures, lovely enough to frame for their beanty a

lone. A bit of the progress of the work and of the life of 

the students is revealed again in the station report of 
' 

1933. It was called a Peep at Chafoo and describes the 

impressions a visitor might receive in a day there. The 

description of this part of the work at A1 Dao is given 

as follows: 

"Walking a;-ound the courtyard between classes you prob
ably noticed the girls take from their pockets small 
iron scissors, and small stencil patterns sewed to sev
eral thicknesses of colored paper and saw them cutting 
out many intricate and delicate patterns. These cut~ 
outs are put on Christmas cards, place cards, stationery, 
and calendars an(i are sold all over China and in some 
places in America ••• Two afternoons a week after school, 
and Saturdar afternoons, i;he big workroom shows a busr 
group sorting the out-outs for cards and stationery, 
helping with accounts or making decorative folders for 
the stationery. This has enabled them to be a little 
batter fed and to have enough clothing to keep them
selves neat and clean. " 2 

• • • • • • 
1. See illustration preceding page. 
2. A Peep at Chefoo, Station Report, 1933, p, , 
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Row this department has oontinned to grow and 

what it has meant in the development of the school aDd as 

a contribution to the ohuroh and the community is indicated 

in the report for 1936, which shows that the nrumbar of stu

dents had increased to eighty, most of whom did soma work 

on the out-outs, many of whom made all their own expanses. 

An increase in the nnmber of teachers and a raise in their 

salaries had also bean made possible. In addition the re

port says it was possible: 

"~o supplement the running expanses of the s ohool; to 
put up our new laundry room; to pq bus fare for the 
country trips of teachers and scholars who always find 
suoh eager audienoea; to get glasses for girls who all 
their lives have had terrible headaches; to pay for op
erations that save the lives of soma;to buy many thousands 
of tracts for distribution; to make available the five 
scholarships for those who teach in the night schools, 
and to send the best scholar eaoh year to a higher school. u l 

A year earlier the A1 Dao School had moved from their cramped 

quarters to new buildings. These buildings had been made 

possible by the sale of'& small piece of mission property, by 

the gifts of Chinese Christians amounting to about $1500 

Chinese currency and by about an equal amount from the out-

out fund. 

, The self-help department was thus doing evan 

more than planned, not merely helping the students but con

tributing to the growth of the school, and to the service 

the girls could render in teaching and reaching out to 

• • • • • • 
1. 1936 Report, op. oit., P• 5. 
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othere. ~he final step in this process did not come till 

after 1937 and the war but it seems right that it should 

be mentioned in this connection for it was a logical de

velopment that would have come in any case, e. further reach

ing out in helpfulness to·others. Because the school had 

this out-out fund when the war came it was possible to help 

the needy cases that were brought to their attention and 

to share with poor Christians in the country districts. 

With all the activity on the part of the stu

dents they were still able to carry their regular course 

of study. Those who came to school with ability to read 

covered in five years the requirements of an eight-year 

primary course for children, and in addition studied near~ 

ly all the Bible. Moreover they learned the meaning of 

Christian service. ~hey received for themselves in order 

that they might be able to give to others. Their contri

butions of time and money have already been noted. In the 

1936 report there is a paragraph that tells of the in

fluence of their lives; 

"Each year we joyfull1 hear that whole families who at 
first commanded their daughters to get all the knowledge 
ther could in our school, but not to believe the Gospel, 
have been led to Christ b7 these very daughters, though 
not until the girl had suffered bitter persecution at 
their hands and had shown by her life that she now knew 
a God who could help and who could give her peace and 
joy." 1 

• • • • • • 
1. 1936 Report, op. cit., p. 1. 
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G. SUmmary 

Although education for woman, with the ax

caption of rare individu~s, was something new in China, 

girls and woman proved eager for the opportunity. It has 

bean seen in this chapter that the missions opened schools 

for girls beginning with the primary grades, and Bible 

sQhools for those who had not been able to attend as 

children. These sQhoola contributed toward the work of 

the church in that they led the students into a knowledge 

of the Christian faith and of Christ, and also led most of 

the non-Christians into an acceptance of Him as Lord and 

saviour. Moreover, the students ware trained to taka to 

others the message they had received for themselves. A 

typical Bible school, the Ai Dao School was selected for 

study. Its students ware seen teaching Bible, working in 

the penitentiary, holding classes in homes, or wherever 

opportunities for Christian service offered. But like the 

other schools of its kind it was hampered for lack of funds. 

With the development of the cut-outs it was not only possi

ble to increase the nwmber of students and improve the work 

of the school by adding new buildings and teachers, but it 

was also possible to reach out in larger ministry to the com

munity. Thus the tendency of the schools to add self-help 

departments, enabling the students to help themselves and 

others, proved a "batter way" than giving them unearned help 
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in order that they might be able to attend school. Though 

it was seen that such self-help departments greatly increased 

the usefulness of the schools, there remained nevertheless 

an unsolved problem. The articles made were for foreign 

consumption. To be_ sure girls who could afford to buy 

wool and who had learned knitting in school could and did 

knit for themselves and their families, and the out-outs 

were a development of Chinese talent. But further train-

ing was needed in making use of native resources for the 

use of their own people. This need was more apparent in 

relation to the education of boys than to that of girls. 

For most of the latter their vocation was in the home, but 

for the boys the vocational problem was important as they 

were not all fitted to be either teachers or preachers. 

This problem had to be faced in the boys' high schools, 

but it could only be partially solved in them a.Di trade 

and vocational schools were also established. The next 

chapter wUl, therefore. make a study of high schools and 

vocational schools for boys. 
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OlW?TER III 

BOYS' EDUOA.!IOW A.J'D VOOATIOWJL SCHOOLS Ilf CHilU. 

A. Introduction 

Education for women has been considered sep

arate~y in this thesis because it differed in several re

spects from that for boys. However, the majority of schools, 

even of mission schoo~s, at first were restricted to the 

latter. In the ear~y days there co~d be no coeducation, 

for gir~s were not supposed to come in contact with boys 

outside those in their own families, and ordinarily a boy 

was not allowed to look upon his bride until after the 

wedding ceremony •. Even in the churches it was often nec

essary to have partitions separating the men from the women 

of the congregation. The church therefore in developing 

its schools established different institutions for the two 

sexes. In respect to curriou~um, to normal training, and 

to self-he~p departments, high schools for boys and girls 

were mnch alike. But the vocational problem was more 

serious for the boys. For most of the girls their vocation 

was sooner or later centered in the home, but the boys must 

be prepared to earn a living. Teaching, preaching, and 

medicine claimed many of the students, but there were those 

who were not fitted for these professions. It was not till 

recently that trade sohools began to be developed for these 

pupils. Among recent trends in the educational work of the 

44 
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Shantung Mission Dr. Heeren lists "specialization and vo-
1 

In this chapter a study of boys' 

high schools will first be mads, with special reference 

to their self-help departments, and to the relation of 

these departments to vocational. training; and then a s tud7 

of the trade schools ths~el vee will follow. For the pur

pose of this study a group of four schools in Peking has 

been selected. All have been connected with the Presby

terian Mission there and form a group that it is hard to 

separate. These schools are Truth Hall Academy, the Ap

prentice !rade School, the Rural Apprentice Trade School, 

and the IJJSti tn te of Engineering Practice. 

The sources which have been consul ted are: 

Kenneth s. Latourette, A History of Christian Missions in 

China; John J. Heeren, On the Shantung Front; the L8.1J~.en's 

Missions Inquiry; reports of the Institute of Engineering 

Practice, and letters of Samuel M. Dean. In addition the 

writer has mads use of personal experience. 

B. Purpose of Bo7a' Education 

It was seen in the chapter on the Women's 

Bible Schools that the purpose of the schools and that of 

the pupils was not alw~s the same. Latourette in a chap

ter on the Methods of Protestant Missions from 1856 to 

1897 indicates something of the purpose of non-Christian 

• • • • • • 
1. Heeren, op. cit., P• 240. 
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parents in sending their sons to the mission schools. He 

Sa.J'S: 

wprotestant missionaries not only reaped the benefit but 
paid the price of being pioneers. Their schools were by 
no means always popular. For centuries the goal. of edu
cation in China had been success in the goverament exam
inations ••• The mission institutions were popularly 
supposed, and probably correctly, not to be as good a 
place in which to acquire preparation for the civil ser
vice examinations as were the schools maintained by the 
Chinese. As a result in their earlier years they were 
patronized only by parents who were Christians, or who 
could not afford the usual Chinese education for their 
sons, or who desired to fit their sons for employment in 
the Imperial Maritime Customs Service or a foreign busi
ness firm ••• Until after 1897, with few it any excep
tions, the schools were not self-supporting. Those that 
taught English, however, had a financial advantage over 
those that did not, for in that language they had a sub
ject with monetary valu.e." ~1 

As tb.e years passed the English departments of 

the mission high schools became the chief factor in drawing 

pupils because of this very monetary value. Many sons were 

sent by their parents with the distinct understanding that 

they were to get all they could from the school which might 

help them in obtaining some position, but that under no cir

aamstances were they to become Christians. 

This attitude gave rise to serious problems in 

the schools. The chief source of income was from these non-

Christian students, but if their munber in proportion to 

Christian students was allowed to become too great the 

Christian character of the school was endangered. No matter 

• • • • • • 
1. Kenneth s. Latourette, A History of Christian Missions 

in China, PP• 444-445. 
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how strong the faculty, their influence could be out

weighed by that of the students themaelves.President Liu 

of Cheeloo University gave as his opinion that if a school 

was to maintain its Christian 1Dfluence and accomplish ita 

purpose of training in Christian character it mu.st not have 

more than fifty per cent of non-Christians in its student 
l 

body. On the other hand, principals of high schools said 

they could not meet their budgets if they could not receive 

a larger percentage. Part of the difficulty was that the 

~bar of Christian students prepared to enter high· school 

was iMufficient, and part, that many of them, for example 

sons of pastors, had to have their fees remitted. Moreover, 

in many places few men of means had been attracted to the 

churches. Thus it often happened that in many schools the 

non-Christians far ou t-mmbered the Christiana and did 

largely control the atmpsphere of the schools. Though part 

of the purpose of the schools was to win such students it 

became very difficult to do so when their numbers were too 

large. 

It was recognized, moreover, that a large part 

of the task of the schools was to train Christians for po

sitions of Christian leadership. Iormal training depart

ments were therefore added for those who planned to teach, 

• • • • • • 

1. From an address given by Shaming T. Liu, President of 
Cheeloo University, to a meeting of the Shantung Xt.a
ion, celebrating ita 75th anniversary, May 6, 1937. 
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and the senior high schools gaTe college preparatory 

c~rses for those who wanted to enter college, theological • 

or medical schools. But this was not enough. Latourette 

ehows in a chapter on Protestant Missions from 1914 to 1918 

that long before the work of the Laymen's Inquiry Committee 

missionaries were queationing the purpose of the education 

their pupils were receiving. He s~s: 

"Missionaries themselves believed that the aims of the 
education given by the Church had not been clearly e
nough defined, and that the curriculum did not auffic
iently fii: students for li:fe in China and was too 
Western in ob~ect and content." 1 

c. Vocat~onal Training for Boys 

In the same chapter, however, Latourette states 

that though, "Moat mission schools were declared to be lack

ing in adequate provision for manaal and industrial educa

tion, efforts were not lacking to train the sons of the poor 
2 

in useful trades." The first attempts to teach such trades 

were usually in connection with the self-help ~apartments 

which developed, as in the case of the girls' schools, in 

order to enable poor students to attend. Uaually the pupils 

studied half a day and worked the other half • Some of the 

most common industries for the boys were rug-making and car

peavy. Truth Hall Academy in Peking was on the alert for 

ways in which boys might earn their tuition, learn the value 

of mamal. labor, and at the same timer,;p:~epare for college 

. ' . . . . 
1. Latourette1 op. cit., P• 757. 
2. Ibid. P• 7o2. 
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entrance. Their printing press has been of value not only 

to the students, but to the many, individuals and mission 

stations, who have used their stationery and Christmas 

cards, and have availed themselves of the services of the 

press for the printing of letters and reports. In addition 

to this type of work the students were given experience in 

the weaving of rugs and in running a dairy, 

1. Trade-School Departments 

Truth Hall and other similar high schools were 

anxious to develop trade-school departments; that is, they 

wanted,in addition to giving the students work to help them 

while in school, to prepare those who would not enter the 

professions to be self-supporting citizens on leaving school. 

a. A. Missionary :Pioneer in Vocational Training 

Since Mr. Samuel M. Dean has been a pioneer 

leader in this type of vocational training it is well to 

note the estimate others have made of him as well as his 

own statement regarding his preparation. In the Laymen's 

Missions Inquiry, the Committee on Appraisal gives a par

agraph to an Experimental Trade School and says: 

"The founder of this school, Mr. Samuel M. Dean, is a 
real educator, using life itself as his classroom, 
sharing natu~ally his own deep interests with his boys, 
and treating them as the men they are capable of becom
ing- a thing which modern education seldom has the wis
dom to dare." 1 

• • • • • • 
1. Laymen's Missions Inquiry, Regional Reports Commission 

on Appraisal, China, Vol. il. P• 115. 
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Of himself Mr. Dean says that he was trained, as ware his 

associates of Normal Univarsit~ d~s in America, in a sys

tem where theory and laboratory were paramount. The grad

uates had an abundance of technical theor~ and slight 

knowledge of manual training, and then were sent out for 

three or four years of apprenticeship in some shop or of

fice before they could fit into life as engineers. This 

process of adaptation proved difficult for moat engineers 

as well as for the shops tha.t trained them. He himself 

"serTed time-. in coal mines, steel mills, railway shops, 

and building construction. 1 

b. Difficulties of Trade-School Departments 

One of Mr. Dean's first attempts in connection 

with mission schools in China was to establish an industrial 

or trade-school department in Truth Hall Academy, in Peking. 

He tells wh~ this should have been successful there if any

where. In the first place, because of ita self-help depart

ments the students had had tr:aining in monotonous routine 

work that fitted them into practical life more easily than 

was true of moat Chinese students with their thought that 

manual labor was· beneath the dignity of a scholar. More

over, the principal and many of the faculty were practical 

minded and eager for such a department. The difficulties 

arose from trying to have two types of students in one 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Dean, Samuel M.: Report of Institute of Engineering 
Practice, 1935, p. 2. 
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school. The very atmosphere of a college preparatory 

school where "books and athletics were an end in themselves" 

was wrong for the technical students for whom books were 

only a means. As Mr. Dean says, "Technical school men are 

eye and hand minded and must learn through those sources of 

instruction. Ordinary college preparatory students are ear 
1 

and moutb minded." The :former he likens to "woodpeckers 

trained to be self-reliant in a forest of diffic~ies" and 

tbe latter to "song birds trained in protected cages". 2 

However he found the greatest difficulty to be in the long 

periods of time.required for the completion of work in the 

trade department which made jumping back and forth every 

half day most unsatisfactory. He sums up the situation by 

saying that there could be little difference between the 

work of the trade-school department and the training given 

in the scientific department to those who were earning their 

way through school in the self-help shops. And he states: 

"The department was thus a trade department in name only. 
It was a better course to give boys who would enter life 
or technical college than the ordinary courses offered 
but could not be fairly called a success because its 
graduates still were far from fitted to take their places 
naturally in the economic life of China's industries 
without a great amount of additional experience and 
adjustment.n 3 

2. Pioneer Trade Schools 

Becsnse of the difficulties mentioned above 

• • • • • • 
1. Dean, op. cit., F. 9. 
2. Ibid., .P• 10. 
3. Ibid •• p. a. 
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the industrial department e.t Trut~ Hall was given up and 

a separate trade school deveaoped. The difference between 

the two is bast given in Mr. Dean's own words: 

ttTha industrial department. was primarily a a chool in 
which the student was trained in as· practical shop work 
for half of each day as was possible ••• OUr present 
College of Engineering Practice and Apprentice Trade 
Schools are primarily bits of typical Chinese economic 
industrial society in which as much education is given 
as the student can stand without losing the atmosphere 
of industry. • 1 

In addition the trade schools have had to be self-support

ing. so that the students have carried on business under 

business conditions, and thus have fitted mora easily into 

Chinese economic life. 

a. The Apprentice Trade School 

Through varied. experiments there ware developed 

in Peking the Apprentice !rada School, the Rural Apprentice 

Trade School, and the College of Engineering Practice. These 

will be considered in the order mentioned. In the Apprentice 

!rada School it was necessary to experiment to find the most 

effective wa,y of conducting it. At first it was like the 

high school in giving half a day to class work and the other 

half to shop work. This plan was soon given up. on the one 

hand it kept the shop from producing goods on a marketable 

basis, and on the other the students thought of themselves 

as scholars rather than as skilled workman. The next ex-

• • • • • • 

1. Dean, op. cit., P• 1. 
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periment gave four days to shop work followed by one in 

class. Though that was an improvement the workmen still 

objected to changing apprentices so frequently. The best 

solution seemed to be for the students to have eight months 

in shop work or on some job and then four months in class. 

After the eight months they came to classes well able to 

correlate theory and practice, and actually laarned more in 

four months than the ordinary trade-school student did in 

nine. This proportion of time seemed ideal, but most of the 

students were too poor to pay tuition even for four months. 

The solution finally adopted was to have them work at a 

trade six days a week for three and a half ~ears, and attend 

classes for one hour each night. At the end of that time 

those who had done well were gi van six months with half a 

day studying theory connected with their trade, and the oth

er half day working in the drafting room. Those who com

pleted this work and passed their examinations on it became 

qualified foremen and easily obtained positions as such. 

Those who were not equal to the training of the final i'Jix 

monthil , were skilled workmen, better educated and more 

skilled than the average in their trade, and also had no 

difficulty in getting good positions. 

In a 1935 report it was stated that in t\1elve 

years the school had built up on its own earnings so that 

it was then maki~ over 200 different types of articles, 

teaching 12 distinct trades, and had 4 engineers, 17 fore-
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men, and 90 skilled workers on the teaching staff. J.t that 

time there were over 80 student apprentices. These students 

spent their first six months in the stock and tool room, 

where they learned the names of the tools and the materials 

used throughout the shops. In order that they might under

stand the problems of other allied trades and later have 

possibilities of choice as to their own work they were than 

taught two minor trades and one major trade. For axe.m:pl.e a 

boy studying blacksmithing and riveting would also be taught 

bench work and plumbing. Training was also given for foun

dryman, mechanics, machinists, tinsmiths, aleotrioians, re

pairers of motor oars, and so forth. 1 

Many ori tioized this school as being "too 

harsh", but Mr. Dean says: 

"We claimed that life in Chiua, was diffioul t and only 
the studant,whoha:d been trained to endure hardship 
could bear up under it. We believed that ability to 
endure hardship was mora important than any technical 
theory we might teach. At times whole groups of eta
dents would leave, one after the other, and go baok 
home to report evil of us a.nd our methods of training; 
yet we demanded nothing of our students that we our
sel.ves had not undergone in our own training." 2 

This diffioul ty of adaptation.o.n the part of the students 

was finally met by accepting them only one at a time, in

sisting on two months of well-done work in the shop before 

permitting them to enter classes, and limiting their nrum

ber to one apprentice student to each skilled worker. 

• • • • • • 
1. Of. Dean, op. cit., p. 6. 
t. Ibid., P• 4. 
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b. The Rural Apprentice Trade School 

While the Apprentice Trade School fitted stu

dents for city work it did not solve the problem of those 

who would sat up small shops in the co-q.ntry, with smsJ.l 

capital and simple processes. To meet this need, a Rural 

Apprentice Trade School was started in 1935. It began with 

four shops doing printing; wool and cotton textile spin

ning; dyeing and weaving; and carpentry and metal work. 

The chief difference be tween this school and the Appran..; 

tice Trade School was the simplicity of equipment and or

ganization. For four months a year of a three-year course 

the stndents were given high school mathematics, Chinese, 

physics. chemistry, English, and technical theory; for the 

other eight months they worked in shops. This school 

started in connection with projects for building up small 

rural churches. It was thought a better policy to assist 

their economic foundations by training able young men f·rom 

the SUnday schools to run their own industries in their 

villages than to develop industries in direct connection 

with the churches. A group of farmer boys was selected 

for the experiment. On arrival in Faking they were set to 

work to erect their own small village-type shops from sun

drie.d brick of their own mamfacture. It was felt that 

the boys would thus be able on graduation to build their 

own houses and shops• help their neighbors with theirs, 

and earn a fair living, perhaps adding gardening to their 
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trade. These students ware given Bible teaching and 

training in evangelistic work. They were expected on re

turn to their villages to be valuable lay workers, not 

only se~f-supporting, but also contributing to the sup

port of their churches. ~ 

c. The Institute of Engineering Practice 

After the .Apprentice Trade School had been 

dave~oped and made self-supporting it was turned over to 

its staff of Chinese foreman and teachers to run; and a 

new venture was started, the College, or as it was later 

called, the Institute of Engineering Practice. This school 

took only senior middle-school graduates; men who had 

proved their "qualities of leadership, endurance, character, 
2 

and natural engineering ability." In a letter written in 

1931 Mr. Dean says: 

"The purpose of the school has been to train Christian 
leaders of industry from among the sons of church mem
bers and to use ita organization as an evangelizing 
agency and as a contact point for the Mission's evangel~ 
is ta who are working among the skilled workmen of the 
city.n 3 

~hat he never for a moment let his emphasis on the Christian 

character of the school interfere with the technical effi

ciency is indicated in.another report where he writes: 

"The purpose of a technical college is to train men who 
can obtain and hold engineering positions through which 

• • • • • • 
1. Of. Dean, op. cit., p. 2. 
2. Ibid., P• 12. 
3. Letter Written by Samuel M. Dean, May 1, 1931• 
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they can render constructive service to the economic 
life of themselves and others •. An engineer who cannot 
gain results out on the job is not worthy of the nam-a." l 

That the graduates are men of fine Christian character and 

professional ability can be attested by missionaries in 

stations where they have worked as architects for months 

at a time. 

The practical work of the students was gained 

as apprentices in factories, power plants, and engineering 

offices, often far away from the school; in some instances 

contracting firms were several thousand miles away. It 

sometimes happened that students would. drop out after tiro 

or three years of the five-year course to hold jobs where 

they were already making good. The school, therefore, was 

forced to plan its work in well-rounded units in order that 

students stopping at various stages might ha.ve a short 

technical course up to the point where they had left school. 

There were two courses, industrial and archi

tectural engineering. But neither course was as specialized 

as it would have been in America, because industry in China 

had not developed to the point of specialization which it 

had reached in America. lt was therefore necessary for a 

Chinese engineer to solve many problems which an American 

engineer could turn over to various specialists. To meet 

these problems those studying archi tectu.ral engineering 

l. 

• • • • • • 
Dean1_ Samuel M., Report of the Institute of Engineering 
~racvice, 1935, P• 11. 
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were given courses in electrical and mechanical aubj acta, 

while the industrial engineers were also taught civil 

engineering subjects. 

Besides making ita contribution in the train

ing of the students, the Insti tu.te of Engineering Practice 

has been of great value in the building projects actually 

completed in China, and even extending to the Union Theolog

ical Seminary in Manila.. The catalogue of the Institute 

for 1935 lists 40 projects the staff were working on in con

nection with the Presbyterian Building· Bureau. One of these 

projects was for an Institute of Agriculture and included 

the building of offices, class rooms, dormitories, residen

ces, barns and pens, seed-selection buildings, green house, 

incubation building, shops, power plants, and boiler room. 

There were 57 hospital projects already completed at that 

time, including smaller units such as heating, plumbing, 

and wiring installations and the larger units of the com

plete hospital plants. In addition there were 26 buildings, 

including churches, auditoriums, libraries, and gymnasiums; 

over 50 private residences (mostly for the missions); and 

various general projects. Work was done for Congregational, 

Methodist, Presbyterian, Anglican, Seventh Day Adventist, 

Roman Catholic, and other Missions; for the Y. Ivi. c. A.. 

and the Salvation Army; and for many Chinese Government 

Universities and nigh ~chools. ~his suggests something of 

the wide field of usefulness of the school. Besides thisJ 
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the services of the students have .been used by the Famine 

Relief Commission. Several irrigation projects gave ex-

perience to students in buUding dykes, tunnels, and canals, 

and in working on rivera; and at the same time taught las

sons in prevention and control of conditions that gave rise 

to famines. 

3. The Program of J:teligious Education in Vocational Schools 
for Boys 

The program of religious education differed 

greatly in the various institutions that stressed vocational 

training. on the one hand were large schools with many 

non-Christian students such as the Yih Wen Commercial 

School in Chefoo. Here more emphasis had to be given to 

evangelism and formal Bible instruction. The Institute of 

Engineering Practice on the other hand had only a few se

lected students, Christian character and experience being 

included among the entrance requirements. Busy as they 

were with their routine work they found time to undertake 

many forms of Christian activity. Sometimes there were 

~combinations of the two tasks when students sent to inspect 

building erection work had opportunities for Christian wit

ness and a ervice. Some went to small churches in the· coun-

try; others helped in the eity, in SUnday School, choir, 

Christian Endeavor, or other young people' a activities. 

The school believed in training lay +eadership by putting 

it to work, showing it what it lacked in order to work 
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effioient1y, and then giving training to meet its needs. 

The re1igious program was like the technical in that it 

stressed learning by doing. The Presbyterian church in 

Peking was one of the places where students worked, and 

one lad was so apprecfated there that he was asked to be 

an elder. lie refused because he fe1t he was too young, 

but continned to contribute to the life of the church. !he 

training of lay leaders by these and other vocational 

schools was important in bui1ding up the 1ife o:f the church 

becanse the church needed educated, self"supporting leaders 

in addition to ita teachers and preachers. Graduates, wel1 

able to ho1d their. own in the business wor1d, had an in-
n.,_,..,_ 

fiuenoe that a paid evange1ist of~en cou1d not. if onJ.y be-

cease he was paid for his service. 

D. SUmmary 

Although in taking western education to China 

the missions often fai1ed to fit it to the needs of the 

Chinese, nevertheless missionaries were constantly crit

icising their own work. ~his lad to frequent experiment 

, and improvement. ln this chapter the need for vocational 

training was pointed out, and the .Peking trade and engi

neering schoo1s studied as pioneers in the field. The pur

pose of these vocational schools was to fit Christian boys 

to make a living outside the ministry and the teaching and 

medical professions. The conditions under which they 

worked and carried on business in school were mad.e as near· 
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l.y l.ike as possibl.e to those under which they woul.d work 

after graduation. fhoae who woul.d be in the country had a 

different training from those who were to be in cities • 

.Most of the curricul.um consisted in !tJ.earning by doing", 

But after the students had worked for a period they were 

taught theory in connection with the probl.ems of their trade. 

Since they were being trained as Christian l.aymen they were 

expected to share in various evangel.istio enterprises. They 

were engineering students l.earning not onl.y to erect build

ings but to buil.d up churches. Here may be seen a trend not 

onl.y toward broader opportunities for the pupil.s in their 

Christian service, but toward the development of lay leader

ship, and toward improving the economic status of church 
' . 

members that they might be able to contribute toward ael.f

aupporting churches. In order that they might become strong 

leaders only boys who had given evidence of Christian char

acter and ability as leaders were received into the group 

of vocational. schools in ?eking. These school.a were ael.ected 

becauae·of their outstanding contributions, but others were 

· experimenting in different pl.acaa along similar a.a well as 

quite different l.ines. Since moat of the Chinese students 

came from farms and rural. communi ties there was another 

type of vocational. training that was grea.tl.y needed, and a. 

nrumber of agricul.tura.l institutions were developed for meet

ing the needs of the farmers and rural communities. In the 

next chapter there will be a study of these needs and of Nan

king Agricul.tura.l. Collage, which has been selected as a 

typical institution working in this field. 
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CHAPTER IV 

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES .tUrn SCHOOLS 

A. Introduction 

Agricultural and industrial problems have often 

been considered together in China. One boys' high school in 

Shantung, tor example, started with self-help departments in 

rug making and carpentry, acawmulated land, and gradually 

came to stress agricultural work. It then took the name of 

the Shantung Agricul tnral and Industrial School. The fact 

that these two types ot education could be centered in one 

school suggests that they have much in common. The last 

chapter studied the development of industrial education in 

Presbyterian mission schools in Peking, the "Worthern Cap

ital". The purpose of this chapter is to study the develop

ment of agricultural education in an interdenominational 

uni vera! ty in Nanking, the "Southern Capital.". A brief 

study of the Chinese rural background will first be made. 

John J. Heeren, On the Shantung Front; John 

Lossing Buck, Land Utilization in China; Kenneth s. La

tourette, A Hi$tory of Christian Missions in China; Reports 

of the College of Agriculture and Forestry, Nanking; and 

Personal. Reports of Joseph Bailie and John Lossing Buck 

have been consulted for material. In addition the writer 

has made use of personal experience. 
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B. Chinese Rural Background 

China's rural population has been estimated 

at three million, while Latourette states, "China was pri

marily a nation of farmers and three fourths of the Chinese 
l 

Protestants were in country churches." This indicates some-

thing of the importance and extent of a.gricul tural problems 

both for the nation as a whole and for the church. Through 

the centuries, though without modern machinery, the Chinese 

farmers had accumulated much knowledge about crops and their 

development and were doing intensive farming. In addition to 

the growing of crops for food and of cotton for textiles, 

the Chinese have sho\vn great skill with flowers and fruits. 

They are excellent at grafting such things as roses, pears, 

and persimmons. They are rightly famous for.their develop

ment of the chrysanthemum. A gentleman will sometimes give 

a flower show with thousands of plants of chrysanthemums he 

has himself raised in the greatest variety of colors and 

sizes. This. however, is usually a hobby for the rich. A 

more commercial project is that of the Shantung peony. Each 

year tens of thousands of these were- started in the north 

where they grew hardy stems, and then taken by their garden

ers to Canton, where they were forced in the warmer climate 

and where they developed larger and more beantiful flowers 

than· they could have in Shantung. They were then ready 

• • • • • • 
1. Latourette, op. cit., P• 793. 
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for sale at the Chinese New Year season, the latter part 

of Jamary and. the first of February. 

In a country as large as China. all sorts of 

conditions of soil and cl~ate are to be found. This is 

made clear in the surveys carried out in connection with 

the College of Agriculture and Forestry. For purposes of 

study the country was divided into two regions, the wheat 

region, and the rice region. These in turn were divided 

into eight areas. The wheat region thus included the 

spring wheat area, the winter wheat-millet area, and the 

winter wheat-ka.oliang area, the kaolia.ng being a tall grain 

similar to kaffir corn. The major crops were thus used to 

name the regions and areas, each of which grew other addi

tional crops and vegetables. Some of the more important 

crops of the country as a whole are millet, soybeans, bar

ley, corn, sweet potatoes, broad beans, peamts, green 

beans, field peas, tea, and tobacco. Among trees the mul

berry and orange are important, and in North China the per

simmon and walnnt. In addition much cotton is grown for tex

tiles. 1 

Much of the cultivated land is used to produce 

two or three crops a year, and Chinese farmers early under

stood the necessity for the rotation of certain ones. But 

the food needs were too acute for land to be allowed to re-

• • • • • • 
1. Cf. Buck, John Lossing, Land Utilization in China, 

PP• 10 and 30. 
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main idle for a year. The outstanding impression on are

turn from China. to America was the great amount of waste 

and uncultivated land in the latter and the large urumber of 

weeds allowed to grow in that which was cultivated. In China, 

on the other hand, the intense cultivation keeps weeds to a 

minimum, and in thickly populated areas uses each available 

spot, with one important exception. Graves are scattered 

through the fields regardless of their hindrance to farm 

operations, and often on the moat fertile land. To be sure 

the crops sometimes are allowed to grow part way up the 

grave mounds. However, it is estimated that graves occupy 

almost two per cent of all farm land in China. 1 

In spite of the best efforts of the farmers 

most of them make only a meager living, so that· any failure 

of crops brings suffering. The common gre$ting in some 

places is, "Have you eaten?" ThEt concern is not so much 

with how a man is as with whether he has had enough to eat. 

Probably no one knows how many never have had. Beside the 

hard conditions of ordinary years, famines have been fre

-quent and have covered wide areas. Their chief causes are 

floods and droughts, but in addition, insect pests, winds, 

and frosts often destroy crops. The latter would not of 

themselves produce famine in any large area, but often 

greatly aggravate famine condi~ions and cause famine in 

• • • • • • 
1. ct. Bu.ck, op. cit., p. 10. 
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sma.ll. areas. A famine is not considered complete unl.ess 

all. the crops of a year in a l.arge section are wiped out. 

In the last chapter the contribution of the stQdents of 

the Ina ti tu te of Engineering Practice toward famine pre

vention in their irrigation projects was mentioned. In 

this chapter the relation between famine rel.ief and the 

Col.lege of Agriculture and J!"~or·estry at Nanking will be 

stQdied. 

However, before schools began to take an in

terest in the problems of the farmer, individual mission

aries realized the need for hel.p in improving the quality 

and quantity of the crops being produced. They were con

sta.ntl.y faced wi tb. the great poverty of the common peopl.e. 

Dr. Heeren wri tea of Charles R. Mills who was probab.ly the 

earliest Protestant economic benefactor in Shantung, by 

bringing back from fu:r.l.ough, no one knows· just when, two 

bags of peanuts. These he gave to two Chinese friends. 

one ate his. but the other planted his. The Shantung soil. 

proved well adapted and the peannt excelled the local vari-

, ety. The American peanut was more and more grown and used 

widely for its oil $.8 well as in other ways.. It came to 

be exported and gradually won an enviable position on the 

world markets. In 1931, 798,910 tons were exported from 

China, the greater part having been grown in Shantung. . 1 . 

• • • • • • 
1. Heeren, John J •• On the Shantung Front, pp. 65-66. 
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Whether Mills had any idea that his peanuts 

would have economic value or not, it is certain that Dr. 

John L. Xevius was one of the first to stress the impor

tance of self-support in the churches. He was interested 

in ways of helping the people to help themselves. His hobby 

happened to be horticulture and soon after his arrival he 

noticed the poor quality of Shantung fruit. He bought about 

three acres of land for experiment and sent to America for 

many varieties of fruits and berries. In 1869 he brought 

twenty to thirty strawberry plants from Japan and also was 

growing tomatoes. By 1887 he had introduced several vari~ 

eties of grapes, Bartlett and other pears, apples, and 

plums. Since his fruits brought nearly ten times the price 

of the native varieties the Chinese became interested in 

growing these new kinds, especially because they could al

ways get grafts for the asking. "Gradually~, Dr. Heeren 

writes, "the 'Nevius-improved' apples, pears,a.nd plums 

spread all over the Shantung peni~ula and added millions 

to the wealth of the population. n 1 

c. The College of Agriculture and Forestry 
of Nanking University 

In view of the large number of farmers in China, 

their poverty, the frequent famines, and along with this, in 

view of the interest of the early missionaries in self-sup

port, it is surprising to find this statement of Latourette's, 

• • • • • • 
1. Heeren, op. cit., P• 66. 
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"Prior to 1922 scant study had been made of the possibility 

of improving the farming commu.ni ties, but beginning with 

that year much attention was devoted to the problem." 1 

Probably the reason little attention was paid earlier was 

the type of training of the missionaries. 

1. The Establishment of the College 

The University of Nanking was the first large 

Christian institution to undertake a program of formal edu

cation in agriculture. In 1914 a forestry school and an 

agricultural class were carried on as parts of the College 

of Agriculture. The entrance requirement for the college 

was a full high school course. Since there was not enough 

literature in Chinese on agriculture and the allied sciences 

necessary for its study, the teaching had to be given in the 

English language. The course alternated two weeks of study 

with i:mo weeks of practical work. H~f of those students 

whose English preparation made i~ possible for them to en

ter soon dropped.out because of the hard field work, which 

at times cut the skin of most of their fingers. At the end 

of the term there were ten who passed the examinations. But 

at the opening of the next term there were only seven. The 

year 1914 was marked by experiments in breeding work with 

corn. This stimulated interest because it showed the possi

bilities of if.mprovements in the crops of the Chinese farmer. 

• • • • • • 
1. Latourette, op .. cit •• P• 793. 
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About the same time the college was asked to 

cooperate with the Famine Relief Forestry Commission in or

der to mitigate, as much as possible, the conditions which 

were responsible for floods and famines in China. The com

mittee had fUnds in hand from the Central China Relief Fund. 

This was a balance left after meeting the needs of suffer

ers from a previous famine. The committee in charge felt 

it would mean more if used to prevent future d.isa.sters than 

if ltept for the next one that was sure to come. The Chinese 

government was also interested in seeing what c02ld be done, 

and the Minister of Agriculture made a grant of $3,000.00 a 

year to the school. In addition government officials closed 

their own school in Peking, because they felt they were not 

so w~ll prepared to teach their students, and instead sent 

them to Nanking. The relief funds and the government pro

vided seventeen scholarships for the school which then be

aame the only officially recognized school of forestry in 

China. An attempt was made to open the College of Forestry 

with the same entrance requirements as those of the College 

of Agriculture, but it was impossible to find any English

speaking students who wanted to attend. It was therefore 

decided to receive good Chinese scholars, well qualified in 

science, and to give them a year's extra work in English. 

The government students were non-Christian, but though they 

found a great change from their government school experience 

they quickly adjusted themselves. By May of 1916 eight 
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had become church members, others were expected soon to take 

a definite stand, and some of the eight were among the most 

active Christian s tudenta in the Uni verai ty. 

There was an unusual event in connection with 

the opening of the College of Agriculture and Forestry. This 

was a tree planting ceremony with ~tt. Chang Chien, the Min

ister of Agriculture, and Consul Williams as guests of hon

or. The former stated in a speech that the government had 

intended opening such an experimental station as the univer

ai ty was doing, but since the university was already doing 

such good work he appointed this as the Government Experi-
1 

mental Station for Kia.ngsu Province. Then he and the con-

sul each planted a. tree and the latter expressed the hope 

that: 

"As the two trees grew up side by side, one representing 
the Young Republic of China and one representing the Sis
ter Republic of the United States, so .the good ... will of 
the two nations should grow as these trees grew.n 2 

~he same year the interest of Christian educa

tion in flood prevention proj acts was shown by the fact that 

the educational association voted that all mission schools 

observe the Chinese spring festival of Ch 1 ing Ming as Arbor 

Day. Students were to go out in groups all over the coun

try and show their patriotism and desire to help China by 

themselves planting trees. They were taught that these trees 

• • • • • • 
1. Joseph Bailie, Personal Report, July 31, 1915, P• 6. 
a. Ibid., p. 6. 
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would help hold baek flood waters and at the same time would 

be of commercial value to the country. 

A 1916 report says that at the end of September 

1916· there were forty students in the forestry department 

and twelve in that of agriculture. It also states that there 

was one teacher in charge of the field work, who, in addition 

to keeping "the students to their shovels and their hoes", 

was getting the University campus and agricul tura.l land into 
1 

good shape. The College of Agriculture and Forestry this 

early in its history was already reaching out to tha communi

ty. Literature dealing with Chinese agricultural problems 

was prepared and sent regularly to twenty or so governors 

and to a nrumber of Chinese agricultural stations, as well 

as to over two hundred newspapers and magazines. 

2. The Curriculum of the College 

By 1919 a report re.ads : 

"The most important developments of the past year have 
have been in connection wi.th our sericul ture and muJ.
berry work; the cotton improvement work; the develop
ment of our field work, particularly sales of seeds and 
nnrsery stocks; the acquisition of our first piece of 
land for our experiment station and farm; the organize.~ 
tion of an agrioul tural e~eriment statioJl; and the es
tablishment in China of a .;p5, ooo.oo loan a.~holarship 
fund for forestry students." 2 

The year previous ths nnrseries had reported 123 different 

species of native and:. foreign tre.es, with a total mmber 

of seedlings and ·transplants of about 700,000. 

• • • • • • 
1. Reisner, J. H., Report on College of Agriculture and 

Forestry May 1916, P• 1. 
2. Report o1: the College of Agriculture and Forestry, 

1918-1919, P• 1, 
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The University of Wanking Bulletin for 1927-

1931 shows the Collage of Agrioul tura and Forestry giving 

a four-year course, and divided into seven departments: 
' 

agriculture, agronomy, botany, zoology, forestry, hortic~l-

tura, and rural education. This bulletin lists soma of the 

achievements. Among others ware the fact that 28 improved 

strains and varieties of wheat, millet, kaoliang, corn, and 
\l ,, 

cotton had been put in increase'fields or already diatribu-
1 

ted. Surveys had bean made in connection with flood con-

trol and of land utilization, and a large amount of agri

oul tural li taratu.re was conatantly being made available. 

Something of the growth of the collage is in

dicated by the fact that in 1931 there were, in the depart

ment of agricultural economics alone, in addition to Mr. 

Buck, 12 collage graduates, a Chinese assistant professor, 

6 technical assistants, 40 clerical assis.tants, and usuallY 

some visiting professor of outstanding reputation helping 

and advising in the work of the department. 

3. The Outreach of the Collage 

It has been impossible not to indicate some

thing of the outreach of the college in the above brief ac

count of its development and program. The figures of the 

1931 builetin are suggestive. From 1926-1930 48 tons of 

improved wheat seed ware distributed; from 1927-1930, 21 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. University of Nanking Bulletin, Annual Reports of 
the College of Agriculture and Forestry and Experiment 
Station, 1927-1931, p. 16. 
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tons of improved cotton seed; and from 1925-1930, ll tons 
l 

of improved corn. Gaeden seeds, trees, and shrubs were 

sold to hundreds of 'missionaries. Advice ~;vas always avail

able in regard to soil. fertilizers, and insect pests, 

while the necessary pumps, chemicals, and sprays were kept 

for sale. 

Students·. on graduation were prepared to carry 

on their work wherever they might go. In a. personal. report 

)Jfr. Buck states the purpose of the school and the way in 

which graduates serve. He write$: 

''The College stands primarily, of course, for the promo
tion of Christianity, and this, outside of the personal 
contact with the students, is accomplished in two ways; 
first by training Christiana who after graduation take 
up definite Christian work with the church, and second, 
those who become Christians and who take up positions in 
Government schools, expertment stations, or in other 
capacities beside the church organization." 2 

In a later report he says that the students are in constant 

. demand for official, private, and church positions, while 

agricultural policies are being influenced by the work of 

the department of agricul tura.l economics. "All this affords 

an opportunity for Christian influence in many ways which 
' 

may become far reaching." 3 

The Shantung Agricultural and Industrial School 

is one example of an institution where the Nanking graduates 

have worked. Aa its name indicates the school hoped to be 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. University of Nanking BulletinL op. cit., P•. 69. 
2. Buak, John Lossing, Personal Reporu, 1922, p. 1 
3. Buak, John Lossing, Personal Report, 1931, p. 15. 



74 

able to serve the province. It has been especially inter

ested in orchards as well as in the use of improved wheat 

seed. Its large amount of land makes it available as an 

experiment station. In addition to growing fruit the school 

has been canning it for local use and for limited sales. 

The graduates of the Nanking school had field 

work and extension trips as part of their course. Plays in 

connection with the latter drew large audiences. On one 

such trip to Shantung a play was given based on the use of 

improved cotton seed. The pastor, on the stage as an actor, 

explained that Christianity consisted of something more than 

going to church and praying, that it W@S a religion of ser

vice as well, that it w~ not true Christianity unless it 

helped in the whole life of man. A second play showed the 

evil effects of gambling. 'There was also a lantern slide 

lecture on better methods of ·cul ti va.tion. over 2,000 far

mers sa1.1 the plays and their eager response proved that such 

work might have an important place in mission activity. 

Part of the field work of the students in the 

department of agricultural economics has been to help the 

farmers in forming cooperative societies, and in finding 

Christian solutions to their problems. For example, land

lords and tenants were often found to be deceiving each 

other in their relations. Attempts would. then be made to 

lead both sides to accept the Christian ideal of unselfish

ness as the only basis for a solution. In 1926 the China 



76 

Famine Fund Committee granted $5.ooo.oo for the organiza

tion of different kinds of cooperative effort. These funds 

and others loaned during eight years to seventeen societies 

amounted to $14.962.00. The project of one society was to 

clean out and enlarge ponds for irrigation purposes. The 

pond mnd was used for fertilisation, and the village water 

supply was incidentally increased. Neighboring farmers saw 

and did likewise. Won-Christians seeing church groups at 

work on some of these projects said, "If the church is do

ing this kind of practical work then we want to help sup

port the church." 1 

As early in the development of the college as 

1916 Mr. Reisner wrote:-

"I believe the missionary church of God will come more 
and more to see that there are more open gate-ways into 
the hearts of China's three hundred millions of rural 
population through agriculture, in which they 'move and 
live and have their being'• than through any other ap
proach ••• on which population the self-supporting a.nd 
self-propagating future Chinese native Christian Church 
will depend in greatest measure." 2 

Mr. Bailie, writing about the same time, sa.id: 

nA Christian farmer who knows his work thoroughly and 
does it will do more for, building up a really Christian 
nation tha-q. an average preacher will do ••• We are in 
a position now in the University of Nanking where we 
can stamp Christian! ty on the institutions of China." 3 

Another service rendered by the College was 

that of making e:x:tensive and intensive surveys of la.nd u-

• • • • • • 

Cf.Buak, John Lossing, Personal Report, 1931, p. 9. 
Reisner, J. H., Report on College of .Agrioul ture and 
Forestry 1916, p. 1. · 
Bailie,- joseph, Personal Report, 1916, p. 10, 
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tilization in China. Through an increased understanding of 

prevailing agricultural conditions the College was in a bet

ter position to give its service. Consequently its advice 

has been widely sought. One of its professors,Dr. John 

Lossing Buck, not only helped with these surveys but also 

made a study of the problems of rural churches. In orier 

to see how rural churches might best be enabled to become 

indigenous and to serve the community he studied the find

ings of rural leaders in the United States. These leaders 

had formulated four principles they felt to be essential 

in the building of any rural organization. These he stated 

as follows: 
ttl. !fh.e self-help principle. 

1l2. Development of organization around a keenly felt 
need or interest and sponsored for the most part by the 
people themselves. 

tt3. Activities which w~ll keep the members loyal to the 
organization. 

tt4. A unit of organization large enough to accomplish 
its aims, such, for instance, as the employing of an 
expert to assist the members in any way in which they 
need and desire such aid." l 

Applying the principles to the church in China 

he found, first, that though a "self-supporting, self-gov

ern~ng church" was part of the stated goal o:f missions, the 

methods used often delayed the attainment of that goal. 

• • • • • • 

1. Buck. John Lossing, The Building of a Rural Church, Or

~a.niza.tion and Program in China, Reprint from Chinese 

Recorder, Jul~, 1927, p. 2. 
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Moreover, self-help in mission work should be a matter not 

only of finance and self-government, but should be applied 

to the program of activities of the organism •. 

He found, secondly, that if the need for church 

organisation was to be felt by the local Christians, then or

ganization should not take place till they themselves desired 

to band together for some definite purpose. Then they would 

be ready to serve their local church which would live in the 

community and. serve the community. 

He found, in the third place, that "an organisa

tion without a.cti vi ties to hold the interest of the members 

is a. .dead organization. n Here Dr. Btlck suggested a. large 

number of possible projects such as : the use and passing 

on to others of improved seeds, methods of controlling 

plant insects and diseases,_ teaching correct relations be

tween tenants and landlords in such. a way that Christian 

living would be practiced, schools for adults with Christian 

volunteers as teachers, programs for batter home~aking, 

and a development of a Christ-like spirit among the members 
-

exemplified by manner of life lived not by words alone. 

And in the fourth place, he stated that some 

form of paid 1 eadership was necessary, whether one pastor 

for a single group, or an itinerating pastor for a ~bar 

of groups. To be effective in the country these men must 

understand the needs of the farmer and be sympathetic with 



78 

him in his problema. 1 

Here was a program in which the graduates of 

the College of AgricultQre and Forestry were well equipped 

to serve. ,Groups of Christians desiring to be self-sup

porting, to establish a chnrch organization of their own, 

to work together for a better community, and to obtain the 

necessary leaderahip, could find among the college gradu

ates men prepared to help in just such ways. If, however, 

they could not afford this, they could plan to have an 

evangelist or pastor attend one or more of the summer ses

sions of the college. ~hese sessions were planned to serve 

the rural churches as far as ~oasible. 

D. SUmmary 

It has been seen in this study of the College 

of Agriculture .and Forestry that the rural problem was im

portant for the churches becanse of the large number of 

church members in rural communi ties. Some of the trends 

of religious education seen in the other schools were 

found to be at work here also. These trends were in line 

wi-th the programs for making the churches self-supporting 

and indigenous. But with the college a new trend was seen 

in connection with government cooperation. The department 

of forestry, it was found, grew in large part from the co-

• • • • • • 
1. Cf. Buck, op. cit., pp. 2-9. 
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operative efforts of famine relief agencies, the govern

ment. and the University of Wanking. Goverment students 

were enrolled, learned the principles of Christianity as 

well as a.grioul tu.re, and then took posi tiona where they 

could serve their people, many of them under the govern

ment. The surveys undertaken by the College indicate this 

broader trend of thinking in terms of the nation as a 

whole. The trend toward meeting the needs of the rural 

ohuroh organization was already well developed in the work 

of the Institute of Engineering Practice. But by its 

large publication of literature for the farmers; by its 

wide~ distribution of improved seeds, sprays, fertilizers, 

and other helpful materials; and by its help with the or-

ganization of cooperatives, the College of Agriculture and 

Forestry was able to reach an even larger constituency. 
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G-EWERAL ~UMMARY OF PART 1 

Part of the aim of missions in China was seen 

to be the "gathering of disciples into Christian churches 

which shall be self-propagating. self-supporting, and self-
1 

governing." In order to accomplish this aim, it was found, 

it is necessary that these churches shall be indigenous, 

that they shall have a native leadership, and that the mem

bers shall have a margin of time .and money, after obtaining 

the necessities of life, which shall make it possible for 

them to contribute service and money to the life of the 

church. The schools were expected to help further the 

growth of native churches. If th~y were to help build an 

indigenous church it was desirable that they should gat 

away from the stigma of being "foreign"; if they were to 

help build a self-supporting church then they themselves 

needed to be economically independent; and if they were . . 

to have a share in a self•propagating, self-governing 

church then they needed to be trained in qualities of 
' 

Christian leadership. The trends in the curriculum of the 

schools studied were in line with the needs for such a 

development in the churches. 

One trend seen in this atu.dy was the in

creasing emphasis on the education of women. An indig

enous church must have Christian homes as well as schools 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. Ante., p. 14. 
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tor the training of ita members, especially the children. 

This meant that Christian wives and mothers must be trained 

as wall as Bible women. Another trend in the schools tor 

women was the increasing effort to find ways for the stu

dents to help themselves. This was seen to be important 

both for the character development of the girls and for t.bs 

larger usefulness of the schools when some of the economic 

problems could be met. Unfortunately most of the articles 

usually made in the self-help departments were salable only 

on a foreign market. 

The trend that emphasized economic independence 

was also seen in the boys' schools, where there was an in

creasing emphasis on vocational training. Christian stu

dents needed to be able to take their place both in the 

business world and in the churches as Christian laymen. 

Paid leadership was important in the building of a church, 

but there could be no large measure of self-support or of 

self-government until there were church members willing and 

able to take their share of responsibility. The trade schools 

oontribu ted hare bu. t were valuable only for limited numbers. 

They were more valuable than self-help departments in that 

they made articles needed by the Chinese, and in that the 

atu.dents were prepared to use their trades after graduation, 

not only as a means of earning an education. 

Since such a large part of the church was rural 

it could never be truly indigenous until it learned to 
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understand and to minister to the needs of the farmer and 

the rural community. In the a.gricuJ.tural schools the trend 

toward bringing Ohristiani ty to bear on the every-day needs 

and life of the people had its greatest opportunities for 

expression. Both in the Agricultural College in Nanking, 

and in the Institute of Engineering Practice in Peking stu

dell,tS had training in Christian service for the nation in 

flood relief projects. Students came to the former school 

from government schools and on graduation had opportunities 

to serve the government and to bring principles of Christian 

living into the life of the nation. 

By 1937 Christian schools were undertaking to 

train Chinese Christian students who would be able to take 

their places in the life of China, and to bring to the va

rious phases of that life the transforming message of 

Ohristiani ty, as well as to do their share in the building 

up of the Christian church. The schools were few in mmber 

in comparison with the needs of the population and of the 

churches, but, it was found in this study, they were sensing 

the "better ways" by which the students could adapt them

selves to the needs of Chinese lite. That they would have 

continued to e~eriment and to find new ways of getting 

closer to the people seems certain had it not been for the 

coming of 1937, with war and all its consequences. The 

schools selected for study are still at work, under changed 
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conditions or, like the Agricultural College, in a new 

place. The second part of this thesis will stndy the new 

curriculum and its trends, necessitated by war, in other 

inati tutions, in order that Christian! ty may be seen at 

work in as many different schools as possible. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE BAOKGHOUJD OF BEW CHINA AliD ITS RELATION TO THE 
MISSIOI' SCHOOLS 

A. Introduction 

In the first part of this thesis several mis

sion schools were seen experimenting in attempts to bring 

their curriculum nearer to the needs of the C.b:ristian com

muni ties and of the Chinese peo:ple. With the comiDg of war 

in the summer of 1937 it would not have been surprising if 

all education in China had stopped for a time. But the 

Chinese leaders (It is stated that about 52% of those in 
1 

China's Who's Who had studied in mission schools) had learned 

at least one thing from the schools. and that was to appre

ciate the power of education when made available to the 

masses. Miss W'll Mou-i of Ginling College writing on War 

and Education in China says: 

"To the youth of China this struggle to keep up the edu
cational work means that they have a place at the na
tion's front ••• One of our College Presidents, Herman Liu. 
of the University of Shanghai. said at the very beginning 
of the war, 'No matter what happens we are determined to 
carry on. I believe that the educational front is even 
m~re important than the mili ta.ry one. r n 2 

Not only the government realized the importance of its edu

cational work but the church also saw the increase& need 

for its teaching. It is the purpose of this part of the 

thesis to show the effect of war on educational trends in 

• • • • • • 
1. Cf~ Ballou Earle H. Dangerous QPportuni ty, p. 86. 
2. Women and Missions, ~anuary 1940. P• 307. 
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mission schools in "Occupied China". As the first chapter 

of Part I s~died the educational system in Old China as a 

background for the religious education of the mission 

schools, so Chapter I of this second part will first sketch 

the educational program of New China, in order to see the 

relation of mission schools to this program as a whole. It 

will then show the results of the war on mission schools in 

the occupied areas, and finally will indicate the needs for 

relief and the natura of relief projects undertaken by the 

schools. 

AS a background for this s ~dy the following 

have been read: Madame Chiang Kai-shek, This is Our China; 

Gordon Poteat, Stand By For China; and Earle H. Ballou, 

Dangerous Opportunity. Usa has been made of a radio speech 

broadcast in April, 1940, by the Chinese Minister of Educa

tion, and of an article by Miss Wu. Mou-i, War and Education 

in China. However, much of this seco.nd part will be based 

on the writer's experience. She will therefore give hera a 

brief sketch of that experience. She was in Peking in 1957 

when the "Inoidentn which precipitated the war took place a 

few miles away. To re~rn that fall to her station in 

Southern Shantung she traveled through Japanese-occupied 

territory back into that which was still free, stopping at 

a number of mission stations en route. She was in her sta

tion during the months the district held out against the 
advancing Japanese armies, in a sector where the first large 
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Chinese victory took place. When tba city finally fell 

she was there to receive the refugees. That summer she 

went to Tsingtao, mostly through unoccupied country by 

mule cart. (The guerrillas had completely destroyed the 

auto road.) There she saw missionaries from many places 

and learned of the similarity of their experiences with 

her own. For a time none of them were allowed by the Jap

anese authorities to return to the interior. But at last, 

this time by junk and ricsha, and again through guerrilla

controlled territory, the writer succeeded in returning to 

the occupied city, for a year's work with refugees. That 

summer as representative of her station she attended the 

executive committee and mission meetings of the Shantung 

Mission in Tsingtao, where she again had opportunities to 

share experiences with others. lrom there she flew to 

Peking, where at the College of Chinese S~dies she was 

associated with American missionaries from Japan as well 

as China, and with British missionaries, many of whom had 

been forced by the anti-British agitation to leave their 

stations. Here she also had opportunities to read books 

on the "Incident", t:J.nd again returned for a year of work 

in an ttoccupiedn city and an nunoccupiedu country field. 

The return was made via Tientsin while the foreign con

cessions there were barricaded by the Japanese. From there 

it was necessary to go by-motor boat for half a day over 

floods where there should have been fields. By the time 
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of her return many of the refugees had scattered but the 

need for relief was greater than ever. 

B. The New Chinese Education and the Mission Schools 

The old Chinese ~ducational system as described 

in the first chapter had disappeared long before 1937. Chi

nese leaders, many of them trained in mission schools and 

in Europa and America, had been rapidly nwasternizingn the 

schools of the nation. They had also made progress in the 

establishment of many schools all over the country, for 

they were working toward training a literate people who 

would be intelligent citizens of a democracy. Both they 

and the missionaries were experimenting in adapting this 

western education to the needs of the Chinese people. The 

latter were beginning to question whether it might not be 

well for them to give up secular education, leaving it to 

the state, while .they gave their attention to Christian 

religious education. The difficulty was that the govern

ment schools, though often able pecausa of their larger 

budgets to give a better education along secular lines than 

were 'those of the mission, were usually anti-Christian in 

their atmosphere. Very few of the Christian community were 

willing for their children to be under the influence of 

these schools. Moreove~, all the schools combined could 

reach only a fraction of the children and young people, Stl 

that both government and mission education seemed to be 
needed for some time. 
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In the chapter on agricultural colleges and 

schQols it was indicated that there was a trend toward co

operation between the government and mission schools. 

Madame Chiang Kai-shek, wife of the Generalissimo, herself 

a Christian, is very appreciative of this and would like to 

see it further developed. In her book, This is OUr China, 

she has a chapter on "My Faith" in which she makes the fol

lowing statements: 

1. 

"I became convinced that somehow we should be more prac
tical in the application of our faith. The 'National 
Christian Council later cooperated with the government 
in organizing eleven rural experiment centers in Kiangsi 
where young men and women from Christian and other col
leges might take the lead in studying and trying to solve 
some of the most pressing needs of the farmers. It has 
been a source of great satisfaction to the Generalissimo 
and myself that the church has united with us in the re
habilitation of the bandit areas ••• 

"SUch cooperation need not concern itself with correct 
doctrines and pious aspiratione, but with China's an
cient heritage, with sacrifice, and with love for our 
tallows in His name ••• 

"In the matter of education let us not 'grow weary in 
well doing' and give up our work just half completed. 
The Generalissimo and I both feel that a religious faith 
is essential to a well~rounded life. Without it educa
tion is incomplete. The nation is in great need of 
l~adars in all walks of life. who have Christian ideals 
of service and live up to them ••• 

"One thing we must do is to find the point of contact 
between our faith and contempory life ••• 

"Then let us do it together, the New Life Movement 
(sponsored by the government) and the church." 1 

Madame Chiang wrote the above statements 

• • • • • • 

Madame Chiang Kai-shak, This is OUr China, PP• 168, 
173, 175, 177, 179. 
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shortly before the war, but they must still be pert of her 

faith for the chapter appears in her book published in 

1940. That there is still room for every available educa

tor interested in the welfare of the nation is seen in the 

government's five-year educational plan, adopted nearly 

three years after the opening of hostilities. This plan, 

among other things, called for the conversion of at lea.at 

140,000,000 adult illiterates into intelligent citizens for 

China within the next five years. The Minister of Educa

tion, Chen Li•fu, in a radio broadcast in April, 1940, out

lined the program. The :first step was to wipe out illi ter

acy because as he said: 

"Education is one of the fundamental requirements for 
the existence ~ a nation, and the Ministry of Educa
tion in undertaking to provide for the nation literate 
mas~es, intelligent and upright citizens, learned per
sons, characters, experts and specialists, while stri
ving to preserve and replenish our age-long culture, 
holds a grave rasponsibili ty. This is especially true 
for China at the very moment when the entire system and 
functionaries of education should adjust themselves to 
the needs of war." l 

He than gave the plan for illiterates and continued with 

the following: 

"In order to provide the students with a reasonable 
amount of ability :for the pursuit o:f higher learning 
and independent research, with the essentials of self
control, an elementary knowledge o:f life and living, 
and the parts necessary as constructive, productive, 
serviceable, upright and independent citizens, programs 
for technical, productive, vocational, and character 

• • • • • • 

1. China Information Committee, News Release, April 8, 
1940, Radio Speech by Chen Li-fu, Minister of Education. 
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education have been formulated. • • We try to adjust 
them to the needs and ada,ptabili ties of their respective 
localities ••• For instance, in the Northwestern School 
of A.gricul ture a department of animal. husbandry is es
tab±ished because the northwestern provinces are adapted 
to that industry ••• A department of hydraulic engineer
ing is opened in the Iorthwestern Polyteohnical Institute, 
and schools of mining as well as other subjects are opened 
in the southwestern provinces ••• OU.r attempt to univer
s~tze productive education may be evidenced by the incor
poration of productive education courses into the middle 
echool .. curriculum. • • In the lower grade of the middle 
schoo~. ·wool-working, gardening, and elementary courses 
on agriculture are incorporated, whereas in the upper 
grade of the middle school, foundry and blaoksmi thing, 
etc. are incorporated." 1 

In the carrying out of this :five-year plan 

Christian education plays several parts. In the first 

place the experiments of the mission schools, as described 

in the :first ;part of this thesis, pointed the way. In the 

next place the government is in large measure dependent on 

the grad~ates of. the mission schools :for its educational 

leaders. Moreover, in many cases, government and mission 

schools are actively cooperating in carrying on the task. 

The large place the program gives to character development 

indicates one area where. ~eligious education can make a dis

tinctive contribution. Finally, mission schools are carry

ing on in the occupied areas, :from which the government is 

at present debarred. One curious incident illustrative of 

this took place in Shantung during 1940. The government 

wished to distribute $20,000 for relief in partially oc-

• • • • • • 
1. Chen Li-:fu., op. cit. 
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cupied territory, but did not dare do so openly. It was 

not until after the distribution had been made that the 

Presbyterian mission learned that it had been done in the 

name of the mission. It is with Christian education in 

these areas where the government capnot at present carry 

on that this part of the thesis is concerned. It is felt 

by Christian workers that this is one of the opportunities 

of cooperating with Christian government lea.d.ers not merely 

in building a Christian church in China, but in building 

a Christian nation. 

c. Refugees and the Mission Schools 

As war swept the country the first.affect was 

that everyone who could get out of its way did so. The mi

gration of students and of whole institutions to West China 

and the scattering of others into the country left school 

property momentarily vacant, with the exception of those 

students who found it too difficult or nearly impossible 

to leave, and of the staff who remained to look after these 

students and care for the property. Most of the larger 

mission schools were in cities. The same places that had 

seemed strategically important to the missionaries when 

they started their work were the ones which the ~proach

ing Japanese army wanted to take and occupy. Thousands of 

city people scattered into the country, but no sooner had 

the students left than Christiana began requesting permis

sion to live on mission property where they would at least 
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have the protection of the American flag. Thus the dor

mitories, which a short time before had been filled with 

s~dents, ware again filled, but with students of another 

type. During months of bombing there were always some 

classes as well as evangelistic services carried on for 

these refugees. If the compounds had seemed full before 

it was nothing to the over-crowding of all mission property 

when the fall of the cities where they were became inevi

table. Dormitories that had held tens of s~dents, some

times with three crowded into a small room, scarcely big 

enough for two, had to find space for hundreds. The Pres

byterian compounds just outside the walls of one city of " 

about 80,000 inhabitants ware filled with 2,000 such refu

gees. The first to arrive had been Christians. Those who 

rushed in just as the Chinese army fled were mostly non-. 
Christians. 'A few days after the occupation two mission

aries made a trip into the city. With the exception of 

the Japanese soldiers and the German Catholics with their 

refugees at the Catholic mission they found just one living 

being. This was a woman nearly eighty. who had been hiding 

for four days under a bed with nothing to eat or drink. 

She told how the people sought by the missionaries had been 

killed. Fortunately most of the people had fled before the 

arrival of the troops. The rest had either been killed or 
had succeeded in reaching a mission compound. 



93 

1. Physical Needs of the Refugees 

Those who had crowded into the compounds at 

the l:aat mimte had only the few bundles they could carry. 

To obtain food, water, and clothing for them, and to plan 

tor sanitation became immediate problema. To solve these 

problems in a Christian way and in cooperation with the 

Japanese officers became the first task of the "mission 

schools". The refugees were largely housed in school dor-
,,, 

mitories and in makeshift sheds in school yards, and were 

cared for by the faculties. though pastors, evangelists, 

and doctors had their share of the task. However, the doc

tors and mrses were soon busier than ever with patients, 

and evangelistic work increased greatly for pastors and 

evangelists, who also shared with the teachers in planning 

a program of Christian education. 

As time went on it was necesear,y for~ the. refu

gees to scatter in the country, partly in order to look af

ter crops and find a way to live, partly because the Japan

ese resented their continued dependence on mission protec-
~ 

tion in what they claimed were "pacified areas n. Actu.al.ly 

there had never been such chaos. The Japanese troops held 

the large cities ·on the main highway. Chinese puppet sol

diers went·on foraging expeditions into the country for 

them. Villages were often forced to suppl.y in turn the 

needs of the Japanese troops, the guerril.l.aa, the communists, 

the bandits, and the Chinese regular army. The l.ast named 
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ware ;the only ones to pay for wha. t they took, and all op

erated within a few miles of each other, some of them co

operating at times, but usually not. The most feared and 

heartless in their treatment of their fellow countrymen 

were the puppet troops and the bandits. 

2. Spir,itual Needs of the Refugees 

i"1hile it was not true in every case it was 

surprisingly true in many instances that Christians and the 

Christian chu.roh were respected by all the above-mentioned 

groups. This led to villages by the hundreds requesting 

help in the establishment, if not of churches, at least of 

regular preaching centers. Many of the people ware, of 

course, seeking physical protection alone. But many of 

them in seeking a refuge were conscious, perhaps vaguely 

at first, of deeper and abiding needs. There were thou

sands who really wanted to be taught what Christianity was 

all about. The paid leadership of the church was utterly 

inadequate for the demand upon it. But volunteer leaders 

sprang up from among the refugees. So far as possible they 

worked with more experienced Christians. Bicycles were 

found to be the beat way of getting about. These were 

marked with Christian flags and were usually allowed to 

pass unmolested by Japanese and guerrillas alike. Two 

problems arose. These volunteer leaders were not trained 

and even non-Christians recognized this, speaking of them 

as beingnoutaide the guildu. Second, many men for selfish 
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reasons made for themselves flags to carry on their own 

business. It therefore became necessary to stamp the 

flags and identify the owners in some way which could not 

be duplicated at will. In connection with the first 

problem short-term schools for leaders were developed. 

D. Relief Projects and the Mission Schools 

As the war continned the need shifted from 

that of refugees living in mission property to relief needs. 

~hese were aggravated the summer of 1939 by the flood over 

large areas of North China. South Shantung was not touched· 

by the flood and had fair crops. It was better off than 

the large cities, and the provinces to the North and West. 

But even here cloth. the grains the people depended on to 

support life, vegetables, oil, and other necessities had 

risen from five to six hundred per cent in price since the 

beginning of the war. A letter written Oct. 24th, 1940 says: 

"The country is more upset than I have ever seen it. 
Famine is expected in the winter and spring before the 
next wheat harvest. The price of wheat has gone up to 
over $2.00 {a rise of about ten hundred"per cent) com
mon dry grass raked from the fields is ~3.50 per 100 
ca~ties. Banditry is growiDg by leaps and bounds." l 

In this so-called pacified area whole villages were still 

being burned in 1940, over two years after the occupation. 

With the burning of the villages their stores of grain were 

also burned. During these two years there was no other 

• • • • • • 

1. Letter \~itten by Mr. Kenneth Wilson, from Ichowfu, 
Shantung. 
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organization in the field to study the needs of the people 

and the means of getting relief to the thousands of home

leas and starving except the Christian church. It was also 

the only,organization whose members could move freely in 

and out of guerrilla territory, and in whose integrity 

those in charge of the funds had confidence. Chinese pas

tors and evangelists, whose salaries had become inadequate 

for the needs of their own families, took tens of thousands 

of d,ollars into places where no Japanese troops would have 

dared to ventura except in large armed banda. , They usually 

want by bicycle, with no extra remuneration for themsel vas, 

not even upkeep for their bicycles. The money itself was a 

problem. It was as much as a. man' a life was worth to be 

caught by the guerrillas with money sponsored by the Jap

anese. On the other hand the Japanese troops were con

stantly searching people for Chinese currency which when 

found was confiscated. They needed it to pay theil" billa 

outside China. There were no banks in the country dis

tricts. It was therefore necessary for missionaries to 

gat both kinds of cash. Sometimes they too made long trips 

carrying thousands of dollars. 

Immediate needs of the starving had to be sup

plied as far as possible. :SU t giving of money or even food 

could not solve the problem of relief. It seemed a better 

policy to gat one man started in some constructive business 

whereby he could care for himself and his family than to 

usa the same money to help a hundred people for a. month 
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if at the end of the time funds would be exhausted so that 

they would then have to be left to starve. Projects ware 

therefore developed to help the people to help themselves. 

Rare the earlier experiments and experiences of the mission 

schools were valuable. Moreover, it was the faculties of 

soma of the schools who were free to tackle the new problems. 

Since the beginning of the war tb.e schools have 

had to undertake four tasks: first, protecting and caring 

for the refugees; second, teaching them of Christ and Hie 

massage for them; third, training leaders for the increased 

opportnnitias; and fourth, developing of relief projects 

whereby man and woman could be helped to clothe and feed 

themselves. Medical and evangelistic workers have coopera

ted with them in these four tasks. 

E. Summary 

In this chapter it has bean shown that the 

coming of the war necassi tatad changes in the programs of 

the mission schools. There was progress in the trend sean 

in part one of cooperating with the government in the 

building of a new China. Another trend, that of bringing 

the schools nearer to the needs of the Chinese people could 

no longer wait for gradual davalopmapt. What might have 

taken decades had to be done in weeks. But when these needs 

$rOSe the Christian church, though often inadequate and not 

always ready, was nevertheless at hand. It was aJ.so seen 
that it was caJ.lad on to minister both to the physical. and 
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to the spi~i~al. A distinction has been made between 

work for the refugees and relief work. These often over

lapped. but not necessarily. A refugee might net need re

lief, and relief was needed by thousands who were not refu

gees. in the sense that they were living on mission property. 

Though these two programs became the programs of the church 

as a whole, it was usually the school properties that were 

available for the developing of projects, and the faculties 

that were free for new experiments in a Christian education 

curriculum that would plan for all the needs of the men, 

women, and children in their care. 

In this chapter there has been given a general 

picture of the educational-evangelistic work of the missions 

in "occupied China" since 1937. The next chapter wil.l give 

some of the details of the working out of the progr.em in 

the Ichowfu schools and at Ginling College. These insti tu

tions were the ones selected for special study, because the 

first group were those best known to the writer, and because 

Ginling College has been outstanding in its varied contribu-
' 

tiona in adapting to the new needs. 
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CB:APTER II 

R~"UGEE AND RELIEF :PROGR.!M:S Ill MISSION SCHOOLS IN 
OCCUJ?IED CHINA 

A. Introduction 

In APril 1939 Madame Chiang wrote as follows: 

"OUr friends and our people, therefore, should realize 
that whether during war time or during the period of re
construction, or in the high tide of peaceful prosperity, 
it is essential, in order effectively and fundamentally 
to help our distressed people, that we should encourage 
and assist them to maintain their self-respect by earn
ing their own living rather than be content to subsist 
upon charity." 1 

Nearly any mission school in "occupied" China 

might have been selected for the study of ita contribution 

toward t1lis work of reco'natruction. On the other hand 

there have been so many similarities in the projects de

veloped at different places that seeing the work at Ichow

fu, a city in southeast Shantung, and at Ginling College 

in Nanking will make possible an understanding of the trends 

in operation in many places. Both of these cities fell 

during the first year of the war, but Japanese soldiers 

were heard to remark that the taking of Nanking had not 

bean so difficult-- but Ichowfu~ "Well, that was another 

thing. rt Madame Chiang writes, "In time we defeated the 

Japanese at Taierohuang-- admittedly their first serious 
2 

mili ta.ry defeat." Ichowfu was included in the war sec-

• • • • • • 

1. Pru.ttt, Ida, China's Industrial Wall, Reprinted from 
3nrvey Graphic, March, 1940, P• B. 

2. Madame Chiang, op. cit., p. 309 • 
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tor where this defeat took place. This probably accounts 

for the fact that the city was more thoroughly bombed and 

burned tha.n the other Shantung cities where the Presbyterian 

mission was at work. The story of the taking of Wanking 

is a black page even in military history and need only be 

mentioned here. It is the purpose of this chapter to study 

the effect of war only in relation to the changes in curric

ulum that resulted from the military occupation of the cities. 

!his is OUr China. by Madame Chiang, China' a 

Industrial Wall by Ida Pru.i tt, letters, pamphlets, and a 

diary from Ginling College, in addition to the writer's 

personal experience, have been used as source materials for 

this chap tar. 

B. The New Curriculum in the Schools at Ichowfu. 

Until Christmas of 1937 the educational work 

at Iohowfu was typical of much of the pre-war mission ed

ucation. There was a coeducational school for stud.ents 

from the primary through the junior high which was still 

looking for new ways of training the students for useful 

Chris-tian living. Some of the graduates became teachers 

in mission primary schools, some of ~em took up ~rses' 

training, probably all of them wanted to go to some school 

where they could conti~e their education. Bible study 

and chapel attendance were still compulsory, though many 

in the school had hoped it might soon be registered with 

the Chinese government, in which case the Bible study 
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would have had to be made voluntary. One reason that regis-

1ma:tien ;was desired was in order that the graduates might 

have the opportunities for further study and advancement in

creasingly offered by the government. The school was satis- · 

factory only for those students who could have further train

ing after graduation. Ichowfu also had a women's Bible 

school. When this school had had as many as sixty students 

it had seemed crowded. Efforts had been made to find some 

kind of handwork for the students that would really be use

ful. to them. Cross-stitch embroidery had been tried and had 

made it possible for some to earn their tuition. But since 

Ichowfu was sixty miles from a railroad it was hard to get 

materials and to market goods, for a double postage was 

charged for parcel post to places not on a railroad. Beside 

it could not compete with other places that had star ted this 

type of work earlier. 

It was hoped that a certain grass used locally 

might prove the answer to the problem. Improvements were made 

in the shoes, which a number of students did learn to make. 

A few-of the teachers used them and some were sold to Ameri

cans. But the students felt that straw shoes were worn only 

by coolies and therefore the project did not appeal to them. 

They were glad to make any Illl.1liber the school could help them 

sell, but did not care about wearing them themselves or ma

king them for their families. HOwever, in spite of these 

difficulties, there would probably have been a gradual de-
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velopment of more practical work in the schools even if war 

had not come, but it was a slow up-hill process. 

1. Refugee PrOblems at Ichowr.tu 

In the fall of 1937 planes had been frequent 

visitors and there had been machine-gunning of carts on the 

road and of farmers at the village markets. on Christmas 

day the barracks just south of the women's Bible school 

were bombed in earnest, and many of the school windows were 

shattered. Because of this, so many of the students de

cided to scatter into the country that schools were closed. 

From then till the fall of the city the middle of A;pri:J. 

refugees both from the country and the city began to come 

in spite of the almost constant air raids. It was required 

of the early comers that they bring enough grain to feed 

their families as long as possible. One large room was al

most filled with bags of beans. About the middle of April 

there was a general rush through the compound gates of all 

who had remained in the vicinity. There might not have 

bean so maey had not the Chinese army, after defeating the 

Japanese at Taierchuang, been eo sure they could hold out 

that they had encouraged people to stay in the city. 

After the occupation of the city by the Jap

anese troops no one dared to stir outside the compound walls 

for several days. The Japanese officers finally decided to 

call and gave permission to groups marked with an American 

flag to take wheelbarrows to the suburb well for water, and 
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to go after supplies of grain. identification was necessa

ry because alzy Chinese caught near the city was liable to 

be shot at once as a possible gu.errilla. The. food problem 

was solved on the following basis. Among the refugees ware 

some who had large supplies of buried grain. All available 

bags, carrying poles, and wheelbarrows would be borrowed, 

as ~anJ able-bodied men as possible would be collected from 
' 

the compound, and an American with a flag would be asked to 

act as escort. The four missionaries were in charge of four 

different compounds and would often meet each other on such 

e;x:pedi tiona. On return the grain would be divided, part 

going to the owner(which he was at liberty to sell if he 

desired} part going to those who had helped bring it in, 

and part being given to the mission to distribute to those 

in need. Later much the same method was used in harvesting 

the grain in near ... by fields, and in providing other neces

sities. The rights of owners and the needs of the hungry 

ware both taken into consideration. Sometimes ell men had 

to be called out to cooperate in putting out fires, which 

had been deliberately set, when they endangered mission 

property. Beside these lessons in cooperative living it 

was not long before there was a definite program in reli

gious instruction. For example, of the classes and reli

gious services on the compound where the primary school and 

the women's Bible school were located Miss Margaret \Un

slett wrote: 
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"Morning and evening prayers are well attended by both 
Christians and non .. Christia:ns. .An attempt is made by 
the l.eaders of the morni~ prayers to make the service 
eapeciall.y instructive and inspirational for Christians. 
!he evening service is evangelistic in nature with the 
non-Christians especially in mind. Four days a week 
from eleven to two there are classes for women and girls. 
!he two Bible classes for Christian women are planned to 
lead them into eoma of the deeper truths of our faith, 
and strangely the teachers of these two classes, unknown 
to each other, both chose the Gospel of st. John.to teach. 
!here are other classee for Christians learning to read, 
for woman and girl.s who are preparing for baptism, and 
for those who are just now being introduced to Christian 
truth. Thie latter group has demanded li tera.lly to be 
taught. " 1 

2. A Bew CUrriculum Project at Ichowfu 

By fall many of the refugees had left and the 

schools ware again opened by the faculties for those students 

who were still on the compounds. Many classes ware omitted 

and Bible teaching was stressed as never before. All texts 

ware examined by the Japanese, and the program had to be 

planned in such a way that it would be possible to tell them 

that the church was giving Christian teaching to its own 

young people. Evan so it was felt better to close the high 

school at the end of the year. The Japanese would have fur

nished text books, but much of the church constituency was 

under-guerrilla control and the church did not want in any 

way to offend the latter. In the attempt to be neutral and 

not offend either side there was constant danger of offend

ing both aides. It was probably never doubted either by 

• • • • • • 

1. Ichowfu Station Report. June 1938, p. 2. 
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Chinese or Japanese that the onl;y neutralit;y was mil.itar;y; 

that church members and students, though refraining from 

fighting, ware still lo;yal Chinese. 

B;y the next fal.l there ware almost no high

school bo;ys at.Iohowtu, but about twant;y high-school. girls 

ware still. there for whatever protection the compound walla 

might afford. The;y came to a mission home for English lea

sons and for singing of Chinese and English h;ymns. The at

tempt to have school for them bad been given up bacanse of 

increasing pressure from the Japanese to register with the 

na.v government. In order to give the girls something mora 

to do it was decided to bu;y wool in the country. This had 

to be washed, carded, and spun before it was ready for them 

to use in their knitting. It was found that the women who 

could spin cotton could also spin the wool on their little 

old-fashioned wheels, and carpenters were found who could 

make the wheals, nearly all the old ones having been burned 

when the city was destroyed. Because cloth had become al

most prohibitive in price and because the local wool when 

made into yarn cost about one fourth of that of the cheap

est that could be bought in Tsingta.o, the demand :far outran 

the supply. At first only a half pound could be sold each 

student and even then their neighbors were asking for a 

share. One man decided that he could almost make a living 

by making knitting needles. V~en it was seen that the 

whole community wanted the yarn the management was turned 
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over to the women's Bible school, for here was 3Us~ the 

pro3ect they had bean looking for for twenty years. A 

Christian business manager was found who wanted to do the 

work as his contribution of Christian service for his peo

ple •. He accepted barely enough salary for his wife and 

family to live on, and planned to sell the yarn as cheaply 

as possible, not to see how much money he could make. ~he 

spinning was to be done in the homes of the needy and often 

brought the church into contact with :families who had to 

have still mora help. The spring term found a hundred stu

dante in the Bible school knitting half a day, studying the 

other half. Soma of them bought wool to use for themselves 

but most of them were paid for the garments they knit and 

these ware kept for relief distribution the next winter. 

$200 u.a. currency from relief :funds ware used for this 

pro3ect. 300 people ware employed by spring, not all com

pletely self-supporting to be sure, but all baing helped 

mora fully than the$ could have been by mere gifts of money. 

Groups in the country churches started copying the project. 

!rhe school at Tsining, where the students had bean knitting 

tor years, also found that they could use native wool. Dur

ing the winter vacation in Ichowfu a group of forty Chris

tian girls came as picked delegates from their country 

churches and from the neighbors. They were taught to knit 

and at the same time ware given regular instruction by the 

evangelists. Since most of them had never been away from 
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home before they thoroughly enjoyed the fellowship as well 

a.s the opportunity to study. Bible women going into the 

country took wool with them to get still other groups 

starts~. In a. recent personal letter I~. Wilson reported: 

"~he wool project is going in great fashion with the 
following articles turned in to us foreigners for dis
tribution to the poor: socks, 145; sweaters with sleeves, 
208;trousers, 10; sleeveless sweaters. 25. These are all 
well made and strong. I have them stacked up in my study 
and we called a. meeting of all the relief committees who 
were able to get representatives here. They decided not 
to sell them and give the money to the poor but to give 
the garments directly·vvi th a. cloth notice sewed inside to 
the effect that the garment is a gift of the Church of 
Jesus Christ and for the receiver to believe on Jesus ••• 
You should sea the girls- as far as I have been able to 
sea- all around the south suburb doing knitting, kids 
carrying carded wool, people washing and sunning wool, 
and so forth. It is an industry which has taken the 
the heart and imagination&~ of the people. :rvrrs. Ch'in 
(a teacher in the Bible school) is helping the young wom
en in the neighborhood who come to her for knitting ad
vice•" 1 

There were various other relief projects. Roads 

ware improved and sanitation problems were tackled, while 

from mission and relief funds a cistern was dug for the hos

pital. The mission supplied the materials, and the relief 

funds paid for the J_abor. In addition many thousands w era 

distributed in cash especially to those whose villages had 

been burned and who had nothing. These methods of relief, 

however, are all temporary, but the wool project, on a self

supporting basis, should when peace comes be able to develop 

even more as a real help to the school, to the country 

• • • • • • 
1. Letter 7/ri ttan at Ichowfu by Mr. Kenneth Wilson. Oct. 

24, 1940. 
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churches, and to the community. 

Perhaps the best evidence that the care of the 

refugees and the relief, projects have been of Christian 

eiucati.on!!U value has been in the greatly increased demand 

fat Bibles and Scripture portions. ·In spite of the poverty 

of the people- and thouaaDds have lost all they possessed

there have never been so many Bibles sold not only in Ichow

fu but in China as during the last few years. Wei ther the 

Bible societies nor the post-office could deliver Bibles 
• fast enough to supply the demand. Efforts were made to see 

that no one was allowed to buy unless he or his family had 

someone who could read. The desire for Bibles has been ac

companied by hundreds of requests from village groups for 

Christian teaching. The physical. and spirituel. hunger of 

the people has been the opportuni t1 and challenge of the 

Christian church and of Christian education. 

Though medical work is outside the field of 

this thesis it is impossible to discuss relief work with

out a mention of it. The help rendered refugees by doctors 

and nurses and by the mission hospitals was a part of the 

curricul~ that taught them the meaning of Christian ear-

vice. 

The New curriculum at Ginling College 

The recent story of Ginting College at Nanking 

is also a story of opportunity in the midst of tragedy. Of 

religious education projects on the campus, culminating 
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with Easter services in 1938, Miss Vautrin writes the fol

lowing: 

"'I came th&t tb.e1 mq have life and have it abundantly.' 
~hese we~e the wo~ds of the Master from which the Ginling 
Oollese mottoi 'Abundant Life' was chosen during those 
1eare from 19 2 to 1915 when a. group of devoted Western 
women were dreaming dreams of an institution of higher 
lea:rning tor their sisters in China. '!hey had vsr1 def
initely in mind the education of keen and self-less 
Christian leaders for China's emerging womanhood. Little 
did those founders realise that the institution the1 were 
then creating would also bring 'Abundant Life' to more 
than ten thousand ot the more low11 women and girls of 
Wanking a quarter of a centur1 later." 1 

In the fall of 1937, because of the approach 

of the Japanese invaders, plans had been made for dividing 

~e f~oult1 and students of the college into three different 

sections, and for sending all pessible equipment and records 

to Shanghai, Rankow, and Siangte.n. Different departments 

went to each of these three places. Classes in Shanghai 

were held downtown in emptJ storerooms, without apparatus 

or even blackboards, and with bombing planes constant11 

droning overhead. . 2 

1. Refugee Problems at Ginling College 

The small staff left in charge of t[l..e Ginling 

College campus at Nanking were glad, when the capital fell, 

that there were no college girls there to be harmed by the 

invaders; the1 were glad too for the empty buildings that 

could house refugees. They had planned for 2, 700 at the 

• • • • • • 

1. Va.u.trin, Minnie, Sharing the •' Abundant Life 11 in a 
Refugee Camp,· Report from Nanking, 1938, P• 1. 

2. Of. Notes From a Nanking Diary, The Classmate, APril 
1938, P• 2. 
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moat. but, writes Miss V~trin: 

11When the 'Reign of !~!error' came to the great walled cap
ital, and no woma.n was safe from harm, the ga. tes of the · 
college were flung wide and the distraught and frenzied 
women a.nd girls streamed in until every available space 
within the bu,ildings wac tightly filled am at night even 
verandahs and covered ways were packed closely, head to 
feet and feet to haad. 11 1 

!ea thousand refugaes .had crowded into the cam

pus. At first it was necessary to give too much time and 

thought to the problems of the food, clothes, and protec

tion of these women to be '-ble to do much else for them. 

Fortunately the Red Oross had a relief kitchen near the cam

pus. Here the women could get rice twioe a day, those who 

could do so being expeoted to pay a few coppers. Beginning 

the middle of January two series of daily meetings, one for 

children, the other for those over fifteen, were held for 

six weeks. It was neoessary to divide the refugees into 

grOQps and give them tickets for these meetings as the chapel 

used was too small for them all to attend at once. It was 

thus possibl~ to give each woman an opportunity to attend 

at least onoe a weak. Of one of these meetings Miss Va.utrin 

writes: 

"One of the pastors one day asked his audience how many 
would like to become followers of Jaaue and all hands 
went up. After that we did not ask lest personal safe
ty and becoming Christians become confused." 2 

These meetings were followed by a second series, 

and this time there were also classes meeting from three to 

• • • • • • 

1. Vautrin, op. cit., P• 1. 
2. Ibid., P• 2. 
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five times a week, in &ll of which the life of' Christ was 

sttl.died. There were twenty""three of these classes, ranging 

from seven groups of illiterates, divided according to age, 

to the group tor senior middle-school girls. Gospel prim

era,. graded SUllday-Sohool materi&l, and the Gospel of Mark: 

were used in the different groups. Eight of the teachers 

were from among the refugees themselves, and in addition 

there were three members of the Ginling staff and three 

pastors. Beside the Bible classes there was also a singing 

class which immediately began the preparation of Easter 

music. Fr.om the first personal hygiene was difficult and· 

Miss Vautrin wri tea as :follows of one aspect of this prob

lem, 11 Abou. t the same time that the classes began, two bath 

houses were also started, and the combination brought a new 

look t·o our refugees. They began to taka a pride in their 
l 

neat appearance once again. 11 The climax of these religious-

education projects came with the spacial services of Good 

Fridq and Easter. There had been services all through Holy 

Wee~ with special. emphasis on Good Friday. The first Easter 

service was held at 6:30 in the morning, that of the after

noon was in the college chapel, which had been beautifully 

decorated by the gardener. Of this Miss Vautrin says, "It 

is not strange that many of the refugees h~ve responded with 

appreciation to the fact that that the College has shared 

• • • • • • 
l. Vau trin, op. cit., P• 3. 
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with them the beauty of the college chapel." l 

Easter evening the junior and senior middle

school refugees gave a pageant, "From Da:r.knees to Dawn", 

which was attended by over a thousand. (By that time about 

three fourths of the ten thousand refugees had left the cam

pus.) The giving of the pageant was felt to have been a 

spiri tl.l.al experience for the cast a.s well as for the audience. 

After a week's "vacationu a new project was started in which 

hygiene, child care, and poultry raising were added to the 

curri oulum. 

2. A Project in Rehabilitation for women and Girls at 
GiDling College · 

By fall moat of the refugees had left the cam

pus and it was possible to organize a school for the "needi

estn women of the city. A hundred destitute women were 

chosen from among several times as many applicants for an 

industrial•homecra:ft course, and a kindergarten was opened 

for their children. There were three divisions of the cur

riculum as given in a report of the project: 

"a. Learning to live together. 
b. Classroom courses in general education and home 

training. 
c. Training in homecrafts and industrial work." 2 

Cooking was part of the .task of learning to 

live together. The women were divided into four groups, 

each group to take charge of all the cooking for a month. 

• • • • • • 
1. Vautrin, op. cit., P• 4. 

2. Vautrin, A Homecraft-Industrial Course, 1938-1939, P• 2. 
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tiaahing and salting vegetables they raised themselves was 

al.so included in this part of the course, a.s well a.a gath

ering fuel from some of the collage hills in the autumn. 

For regu.lar classes the women were divided into groups which 

ranged from illiterates to those of fifth and sixth grade 

a.bilit7• These classes were mostly in reading, writing, 

hygiene, child-training, singing, and Bible. The homecra.fts 

and industrial work included sewing, knitting, weaving, gar

dening, poultry raising, making and selling of bean milk, 

and managing a cooperative store. For the first three 

months each woman was expected to stu.dy all the types of 

this industrial work, and then she was gi van an opportu.ni ty 

to specialise for the last three months on the one she felt 

she could use in making a living. From March 25th to April 

lOth, 1939 there was a aeries of special events to mark the 

closing of the homecra.ft course. These included two dinners 

cooked by the students, a tea. for which they made the cakes, 

exhibits, and a. sale of their work. There were special 

religious services all through Holy Neek, and again, on 

this second Easter since the occupation of Nanking by the 

J apa.nese. a pageant. 

3. An .Experiment in the J:l"ield o:f Secondary Education at 
G:inl.ing College 

At the same time that this homecra.ft course 

was being carried on for the woman there was also a project 

being developed in secondary education for middle-school 

girls. In a. report of this project the following state-
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ment appears: 

"The ordinary middle-school ourriculum with its emphasis 
so largely on the learning of aubjeot matter from text
books. and ita college preparatory aim. seemed unreal in 
the world of reality in whioh we were living. Certainly 
such a curriculum was not fitted for an impoverished 
communit,v like Nanking which was poorer by two hundred 
and forty six millions of dollars than it had been a year 
previous, a. community in which few would have the oppor
tunity to go to college." 1 

Therefore in all ooursea the practical, the 

ability to use what was learned, was emphasized. For exam

ple there was a course in biology. In this the girls 

learned gardening, to salt their vegetables for winter use, 

to salt eggs, to oure persimmons, and to make vinegar. Later 

instruction was gi van in poultry raising, sericul ture, and 

methods of getting rid of insect pests. In ohemistry such 

things as the making of dyes, hand lotion, soap, and ink 

were learned. Toward the close of the report quoted above 

is this statement regarding religious education, "Twice 

each week there are vno ohapel services whioh all students 

attend, although up to the present no mention has been made 
2 

of compulsory attendance. tt The second year that this course 

was carried on, forty of the upper olaaa girls earned their 

fees by teaching in a neighborhood kindergarten and day 

school, and fifty-one did manual labor, cleaning class

rooms, washing dishes and quilting. 

• • • • • • 
1. Report of an Experiment in the Field of Seoondary Ed

ucation, Ginling Campus, Dec. 1938, P• 1. 
2. Ibid., P• 4. 



ll.5 

D. SW:nma:ry 

From e. study of the schools at Iehowfu and at 

Ginling College, which were tipieal of mission schools in 

Occupied China, it is evident that, though the insti tu.tions 

no lonser functioned in the same way as b ef or a th a wax, 

Christian education found new ways of work, a new curriculum. 

The trend toward making eduee..tion more pre.etieal., mora fitted 

to the need of the people, could no longer wait for experi

ments to be made in specialized schools, but found its ex

pression wherever mission schools were filled with refugees. 

l'ihile on the one hand there was the trend toward making all 

education ";ery practical, it has al.so been aeon that on the 

other hand there was e. trend toward emphasizing the teaching 

of Christian truths, because of a nsw realization of spir-

i tu.e.l needs. The task of feeding the hungry came first, 

but with it came the recognition that these homeless, ter

rified, hungry folk were hungry spiri tu.ally as well as 

physically. From the beginning of mission education one 

purpose has been to help people to help themselves. To ac

complish this before the war vocational education for boys 

began to be developed. After the coming of the refugees to 

the sc~ools a new vocational education for girls was begun. 

In both eases the schools were seeking to train self-sup

porting Christian men am women. 
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GEWERAL SUMMARY AND COlfCLUSIOlfS 

It has been the purpose of this thesis to show 

the trends at work in the development of the curriculum of 

Ohris~ian education in the mission schools in China. To do 

so it was necessary to select certain schools of different 

types in order that the principles at work in them might be 

studied. In this s tu.dy it was seen that, from the first, 

mission schools were started in order that they might help 

in the program, of developing "self-propagating, self-sup

porting, and self-governing11 -churches. They were opened 

with ~hree main objectives: to act as evangelizing agencies, 

to make Christians literate in order that they at least 

might be able to read their Bibles, and to .train leaders 

for the church. The first leaders to be needed were pastors, 

evangelists, Bible women, and teachers. It was only after 

these schools had been in operation for a time that the 

church began to realize that. since these schools had been 

pat~erned on the ones with which their foreign principals 

were familiar, too often the pupils ware being trained away 

from the life of their own people. It was not easy for the 

Christians to avoid the stigma of following a "foreign ra

ligion11 when they were learning so many foreign ways. More

over a growing, developing church became conscious of new 

needs, needs which the schools could meet only by changing 

their curriculum. In a stu.dy of the process of pioneering
1 

experimenting, and adapting certain trends could be seen ;_ 

116 
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in the development of the curriculum. 

An early trend that distinguished mission 

schools from the Confucian schools, it was found, was an 

increasing emphasis on education for women. In the study 

of schools for women and girls it was seen that finances 

played a large part in the establishment of self-help de

partments, for it was necessary that the girls should earn 

at least a part of their fees. It was a long slow process 

from the days when all of their school expanses were paid 

either by the mission or by missionaries to the present when 

most of them are expected to earn the greater part of their 

fees unless their families can afford to support them. This 

was seen to have been accomplished before the Japanese in

vasion in such places as the Ai Dao Bible School in Chefoo. 

This trend toward making the students self-supporting was 

seen to be only a partial solution of the problem of indus

trial training for the sphools still depended on foreign 

markets to dispose of the articles made. 

Moreover, it was dis covered that with the boys 

even more than with the girls there was the necessity of 

self-support not only while in school, but also after gradu

ation. Girls, moat o:f them, had their vocation in the home, . . 

others found work teaching or nursing, which they sometimes 

continued after marriage. For the boys some kind of voca

tional training became more and more necessary. Usually 
their parents sent them to school with the hope that their 

education would make them able to add to the financial 
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resources of the familY• !he professions, that is the min

istry, teaching and medicine, at first provided for the 

graduates. But there was an increasing number of primary 

graduates who were not fitted for, or who could not afford 

the _necessary training for these professions. High schools 

attempted to give vocational training with varying degrees 

of success. Usually they made self-help possible for the 

atndents while in school but did not succeed in preparing 

them for life after gr-duation. This led to a trend toward 

specialization of the curriculum. Schools were opened in 

an effort to train students to become self-supporting lay 

workers, contributing to the life of their local churches 

and commnnitiea. as well as providing for themselves and 

families. The trade schools in Peking were found to be 

pioneers in this field. That they were able to make a 

large contribution toward adapting their curriculum to the 

needs of Chinese life and the Chinese church haEJ been 

evident in this study. 

It was also found, however, that specializa

tion needed to be carried into other fields. It came to 

be realized that since the population of China was largely 

rural and since moat of the church members belonged to ru

ral. co•uni ties there wu a great opportunity for the church 

if it could help the farmers so to use their land that they 

might raise their standards of living. Hera the problema 

of famine and flood control were involved in addition to 

those of crop improvement. For centuries the vocation of 
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most of the Chinese had been farming. So long as Christian 

education failed to touch this part of Chinese life it could 

not real.l.y be indigenous. Several. trends already noted were 

seen to unite in the development of agricUltural high school.s 

and col.leges. The trends toward making the students finan

cial.l.y independent, toward giving them vocational. training, 

and toward helping them adapt their education to their own 

life instead of following foreign ways all had their share. 

It was seen that the College of .Agricul. tu.re and .Forestry of 

Nanking University pioneered in this field. A new trend 

was evident here, that of cooperating with the Chinese gov

ernment for the buil.ding of a stronger nation. :More and 

more graduates of mission achool.s, the stu.dy revealed, were 

being given positions of,responsibility by the government, 

and the purpose of missions was expanding beyond that of 

hel.ping to buil.d Christian churches to hel.ping to buil.d a 

new nation as well.. The government, the New Life :Movement, 

and the churches had much in common in their ideal.a for the 

new China and found they coul.d cooperate. An early e:x:ampl.e 

of the gover~ent'a working together with a Christian in

stitution. was found in the program of flood control. which 

was largely responsible for much of t.he development of the 

COllege of Forestry at Nankirg. 

With these trends at work it is impossible to 

say what might not have been accomplished by this coopera
tion between the church and government with ita Christian 

leaders, many of them trained in mission sohool.s, had not 
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W8.'t' intarv,ened. In Part II, however, it was discovered that 

instead of destroying the ed.uca tional programs of church and 

government, as might have been expected, war brought to Chi

nese ~e&ders the realization of an increased necessity for a 

trained leadership and an educated people. An attempt to 

meet this demand was found in the five-year educational pro

gram adopted by the government and in the stressing of its 

educational front as being of equal importance with the mil

itary. Schools moved in a great migration from places in 

the line of invasion into Free China. The missions found 

themselves faced with the basic needs of refugees for whom 

re~ief was an immediate necessity. Christian teachers con

tinned to teach in "Occupied" as well as in Free China. AS 

was seen to be the case at Ichowfu and at Ginling College 

so at scores of other places there were lessons in living 

together in crowded quarters, in cooperation and mutnal 

helpfulness. Projects were developed for ~othing and feed

ing the people with the resources at hand. Gardening, cooking, 

sewing, spinning, knitting, weaving. hygiene. and such 

courses were important in tha new curriculum. But with it 

all there was seen to be a new emphasis on Bible teaching 

and spiritual life. Because leaders felt their own inade

quacy in training and in numbers leadership training re-

ceived an added attention. 

The trends noted as being in operation before 

the invasion were found not so much changed as speeded up. 
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Instead of a slow process of development by which the cur

riculum of the schools would be adapted to the needs of the 

church and people it was seen that there were immediate 

adaptations to needs that could not wait. The schools in

stead of using foreign goods and relying on foreign markets 

for their self-help projects found it necessary to usa lo

cal resources to supply articles needed by the starving and 

homeless all about. Mission schools in China, this study 

revealed, are now no longer foreign institutions, too often 

divorced from the needs of the people, but institutions 

that have learned to share with the people in their hour 

of need. And what is true of the schools, it was indicated, 

is true of the church as a whole. Instead of there being, 

as a few years ago, a few schools specializing in new 

methods of Christian education, all mission schools, hos

pi tala, and churches are engaged together in. a new program 

of demonstrating the Christian way of life and at the same 

time are teaching the Christian truths that lie behind such 

a program. Moreover, refugees as they have scattered have 

taken the Bible with them into many remote districts. 

It is too soon to say how the trends that 

have been in operation in the development of the curricu

lum of the mission schools will continua to operate in the 

future but from the growth of these trends as seen in this 

study it seems sate to say that the church and Christian 
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education in China have now come so close to the needs 

al1d life of the people and the mtion that they will oon

ti~e in some form to permeate that life. In the mean

time. it baa been shown, mission education has been 

seeking and finding some of the ''better wayan referred 
u 

to in Re-~hinking Misaionan and quoted in Chapter I. 1 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Ante., p.2o. 
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