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INTRODUCTION

A, Statement of the Problenm

Wherever there is sufficient mantle of soil,
sufflclent moisture elther by rainfall or by
irrigation, and enough light and warmth sup-
pliled by the sun, men till the land, Some do
not produce enough to furnish sufficient food
for their own families; others contribute their
products to the life of other people and in re-
turn receive for their own use products of the
toll of other men, Some of them live in isola-
tlon; others live in villages. Some have ade-
quate homes, educatlional opportunities, and med-
lcal care; many more live in poverty and under
the shadow of dlsease., Some t1ll their farms
¥ith small wooden ploughs and oxen; others use
tractors, Some have free access to as much land
a8 each will cultivate; others find their small
inherited farms becoming smaller with each gen-
eration., Some must supplement their limited
income through work away from the farm, Across
most of the fields of the earth farmers fight
excessive loss of fertile soll by erosion, while
in the valley of the Nile other farmers see fer-
t11lity of their fields annually renewed by the
811t left by recedling flood-waters of the river,
These are the rural people if the earth. We
would see them know Christ,

Christian missions date back to the Gospel of
the New Testament where the twelve original disciples af-
ter Jesus' refusal in His own coﬁnmry, responded to Jesus'
commission, "He called unto him twelve, and began to send
them forth.b§ two and two; and gave them power over unclean
spirihs."ez The work of Christian missions has made an im-
pression'upon the world, in some places radical changes,

» * » - * * .

1, Rural Misslon Cooperating Committee of the Foreign Mis-
sions Conference of North America, New York; The Christian

Mission Among Rural People, p. 3
2., Bible: King James Version, Book of Mark, Chap.6, Verse7



11

while in other places misslons have produced a change of
heart attitudes, but no real transformation in social con-
ditions, Thé latter fallure resulted many times in con-
vert's leaving their new-found faith and adopting paganism
and superstition once more,

But where does sclentific agriculture fit into
the plan, "We would see them know Christ"? It may be said
that the Gospel without its implication is not enough, but
one must be equally cgreful about emphasizing soclal work
such as training men, "how to do things”, before the heart
1s changed. What, thaﬁ, 1s the relatioﬁ of agriculture as
an aild to Evangelism? What 1s the function of agriculture
a8 an ald to the Gosbel in reaching the whole l1life?

For the answer of these two questions, tﬁis thesis
proposes that sclentific agridulture is a vital ald in the
promotlion of evangelism among the people of HNatal and in
the maintenance of normal living so as to establish the

Christian ¢onvert.

B, Justification of the Problem
The importance of agriculture in relatlon to
Christian missions is everywhere recognized. "In relatively
unindustriallzed countries like Indla and Ghin;; rural peo-
ple account for seventy-five peréent of all people, In

parts of Africa, the percentage of rural people runs even
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higher."l Natal is chiefly an agricultural province,

‘ It 1s admitted that libraries are overflowing
with books dealing with agriculture and Christian.%issions,
but only a few of those have viewed agriculture as an aid
to Evangelism and malntaining Christian living. Therefore,
this i1s a-subject worthy of study.

C. Definition of Terms

The tendency in many cases has been to call the
settling forth of scientific agriculture, evangelism, but
a correct view of agriculture and evangellism must be groun-
ded upon a proper interpretation of the terms.

"Evangelism" 1s the ecclesiastical word standing
for a method of earnest presentation and appeal in preach=-
ing or promulgation of the Gospel. In using the term "soé-
1al work" .one must think of 1t as doing something phy;i-
cally toﬂchange the culture or environment of certaiﬁ people.
The meaning of"agriculture" is the working of the soill and
ralsing of animals and crops. "Reaching the whole life"
takes in meeting every need of én individual, spiritual:

economic, racélal, soclal, etc,

D, Delimitation of the Problem
The function of Christian Agricultural iisslons

L J * . - * »

1, Rural Missions Cooperating Committee of the Foreign
Missions Conference of North America, op. cit. p. 4
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in Southern Africa coverg such a broad field that it is
1mpossiblé to do Jjustice to the entire section. Therefore,
it becomes necessary to limit the subject to certain def-
inite llnes of research, namely, with special reference to
Natal, a province within the Union of South Africs.

In this study the subjéct of agriculture will be
discussed as it relates to and lays a foundation for the
promulgation of the Gospel. Therefore, it has been neces-
sary to glive historical background of the agriculture of
the pagans and also of the work accomplished by agricultur-

al missions.

E. Method of Procedure

After suffliclent insight into the agriculture of
the natives of Natal, namely the Zulus and Kafirs , prior
to 1850 before European influence, it will be seen how sone
of the present day agricultural problems are similar to
those of earlier days. This treatment will be followed
by showing what Chrlstian missions have already done by
way of agriculture in the promoting of missions and lifting
the social conditlons of men. Next 1t will be the purpose
’of this thesis to‘show the aid agriculture lends toward
the promotion of evangelism. Last but not least, there
will be an explanation of the effect agriculture has with

the Gospel in reaching the whole life.
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F. Source of Data

The principal sourcee of information for such a
gstudy are naturally found in records left by those who
themgelves made history. Some of these have long since
gone to thelr reward, while others are still on the fleld
or on furlough. Such material is found in Jjournals, books,
magazines, and letters. Some of the problems were found
in pamphlets put out by the government and health auth-
orities of Natal. Still other sources used in discussion
are taken from books having their origin entirely 1n the
United States. Very helpful have been personal lnterviews
and close connection with "Agricultural Missions Inc."
and the "African Committee of Foreign Missions Conference"

both of which have their offices at 156 Fifth Ave., New
York City.
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CHAPTER I
THE AGRICULTURE OF THE NATIVE OF NATAL

| A. Introductiom:

To know the historical background of agriculture
is one thing, but to understand the situation as 1t faces
us today is quite another thing, especlally, in reference
to the Kafirs and Zulus of Natal, both members of the most
intelligent and powerful of the Bantu races of South Africa.
These are in type, culture and language identical to each
other, In order to understand the primitive agriculture
of these people, a:study of farming prior to the European
influence, about 1850, will be discussed. It 13;’also,
important in light of the past to present séme_of the pro-

blems current today.



B. Before European Influence About 1850

Originally the natives were fighters and hunters.
Cattle and game supplied the few wanis. The men herded the
cattle and milked the cows, '

1.. The productlon of the crops.

The women were servants of the men and especially
if they were~their wives, Each one had her own little hut
and particular work to do, The lltile planting which had
to be done was assigned to the women.

a. Implements used in working the land.

The equipment used 1n tilling the soll was very
primitive and crude. It could be sald, that if the assagal
and shield were aymboliéal of the man, the hoe certainly was:
emblematic of the woman, The hoe was a hewn stone, later it
became an iron blade purchased mostly from European traders.
The handle was a: long stick being big on the end attached
to the hoe, and smaller where one gripped it.l

b. The place and method of cultivation.

The Tields were all shapes and sizes., It may
seem a-little ambiguous to speak of flelds when they were
nothing more than small patches of land, The garden, then,
was lrregular in shépe,‘nat alwayS'enclosed and so small
a8 to look like a mere patch amid the surrounding wildefness

- L R ] L 4 . .

l., Shooter, Joseph: The Kafirs of Natal and Zulu Country
Pe 17, :



ef.naturallvegetatibn.l

The Kafir was not restricted to a single garden
‘and did not recognize private property in:the soll beyond
that of actual possession. He may break up whatever land
that was unoccupled and thus cultivate as many gardeﬁs
(Ama-Simi) as-he pleased, Several gardens could belong to
one kraal. Close at Hand may be a:plot of sweet potatoes,
down in the valley a field of maize with pumpkin vines
running among the plants and on the opposite hill another
plot of corn.2 In doing this he selected the soll to sult
the crop, When a garden was worn out he could easily make
a new one, The ground was never sufficlently ploughed,
flelds were éropped until fertility was exhausted, when
they were elther abandoned or allowed to lie fallow. Thelr
ancestors had not taught them to use manure to enrich the
soil.? Flelds were given up because they were worn out or
unfit for further cultivation by reason of erosion.4

When a:plece of land had been selected for cult-
ivation, the task of cleaning belonged to the men, If the
ground was covered with trees, bushes and grass, 1t be-
came a-hard task with a small axe, When a large tree was

1. Shooter: op., cit., p. 16

2. Ibid: p. 16

3. Hattersley, Alan F.: Portralt of a colony, p. 207

4, Huss, Bernmard, B.A.: Agriculture Amongst the Natlves:

of South Africa, Inter., Review of Missions, 1922, Vol.
11, p. 260



’ennonntered, they only chopped off the branches:and set
fire to the trunk, They would often avoid the bush cov~-
ered land, yet knowing that its soil was superior to any
' other.” |
Tﬁe women wWere the real labourers since the dig-
ging,‘planting, and weeding fell on them, The wWoman using:
the hoe, digs, plants; and weeds the garden. Digging and
sowlng were one operation. The seed was strewn on the
ground before the soil was dug or picked with the hoe, to
a depth of three or four inches, This is the same princi-
ple which American farmers follow in disking their,smail
grain (oats; barley, wheat and rye) but of course for the
native 1t was much more haphazardly done, The tufts_of
~ grass were taken off and all the rest remained there, The
seed was imperfectiy covered and thus when 1t came up there
were spots of bare ground. When the corn was about s month
0ld and the weeds were at a height which would astonish an
American farmer, the ground was hoed again, and this was the
end of the process of cultivation.a-
"A walk through the flelds of the Natives often
presents a sad sight, Amongst a forest of flou=-
rishing weeds some poor cultivated plants seem
to struggle for life, whereas on those flelds

the cultivated plants should flourlsh and weeds
should fight in vain for existence."3

-

- L4 L 4 - [ 2 - -

1, Shooter: op. cit. p. 17
2. Ibid: p. 18
3. Huss: op. cit. p. 260



c. The kind of crops raised.
 The variety of crops was somewhat limited as the
natives oniy used those things which were food for them and
which were known in their locality. The plants cultivated
were maize, millet, sweet potatoes_and some cugurbltaceous
plants such as calabash, watermelon, pumpkin and-cucumber.l
d, The enemles and the protection of the Crops.,

The crops were.subject to great destruction from
quadrupeds, birds and insects which conSpired to destroy
then,

In order to protect the crops from these four-
footed beasts, two methods were employed, fences and watch-
ing. The fences were sometimes bullt around the garden,
but more often the fence was bullt on the slde of the gar~
den that was belng molested. These barriers were long and
not often finished in one yeér. The length was increased
because of the lrregular directlon given them, for the Ka~-
fir was good in describing a circle, but could not draw“a
Jatraighx line.2

When watching was resorted to, a platform of
poles and sticks was erected ln the garden with a small
hut on top. Thls structure corresponded to the use of the
lodge mentioned by Ieaiah.3 It was for the convenlence of
the watchers. In a large garden two of three were necess-

L 4 L 2 L J L L3 L g

1, Shooter: op. cit. p. 16
2. Ibid: p. 19
3. Bible, King James Version: Isaiah, Chap. 1 Verse 8



ary and women aSsisted the men in‘defending the crops from
the four-footed beasts.

The wild pig, for whom many of these fences were
bullt, was a speclal enemy of the crops. However, he was
not the only one, for there was the porcupine who was hard
to exclude; antelopes ate young plants; and the baboons,
where they prevalled, stoia the ripe malze. If 1t was a
bushy district, the buffalo did damage; and 1f}the garéeﬁ
vas located‘near a river occupled by hippopatamuses, they
were llable to make their visits. The elephant was most
destructive not only for what he ate but also because his
big feet trampled so much., The men would prefer the des~-
truction of the crops:rather than‘risking lives defending
them, But the women who did all the work were not always
so passive. BShooter tells of one wife who became fran-
tically violent untll finally the husband was forced to go
out of the hut and attempt at least to drive off the ele-
phants who Were eating up the garden, Soon the man came
running saylng the elephants were coming toward the kraal
and they must escape for thelr lives. They all made haste
and ran to a neighboring hill because eiephangs run badly
up hill., VWhen it was Bafe‘to return they found the huts
st1ll standing but the crops were utterly ruined. What
had not been eaten had been trampled and the garden was

like a bare coral,1

1, Shooter: op. cit. pp. 19=-22



The birds, which were enemies of the farmers,
are very beautiful but most destructive. Boys were put
on guard to watch the garden for these enemles, TWhen
the birds became too troublesome, the witch doctor was
called in and medicine resorted to,

The locust was by far the worst enemy, but it
seems 1t was not known in very primitive times,

It was a singular fact that locust was not known
in this quarter before 1829 or early in 1830: and
the Zulus superstitiously attributed thelr visi-
tations to the power of Sotshangana whom the Zulus
were sent to attack by Tshakl in the dlstrict of
Delagoa, and whom they followed on thelr retriat
after having been defeated by that chieftalin,
e. The superstitions and ceremonies conneqted with
production of crops.

“To‘the native mind, the chances of a crop failing
were more dependent upon the good or bad spirits than on
anything he could do."2 Superstition was resorted to when
plants d4id not thrive; In that case medicine was burned
on a fire placed to the windward side of the garden., The
fumigatlon which the plants recelved was suppose to im-
prove the crops. It was believed that what would benefit
one man's malze would hinder that of an adjoining proprie-

tor, unless he burned 1t at the samé time, Therefore, when

a man used this mysterious medicine, he gave some to his

1. Shooter: op. cit. p. 23 -
2. Hunnicutt, B.H., and Reld, W.W.: The Story of Agricul-
tural Missions, p, 119



neighbor unless he wanted to run the risk of being as evil-
doer.

When the birds were troublesome a medicine was
resorted‘to. The medicine man (witch doctor) would ob-
tain a small turtle, cut off its head, stuff the animal
with corn and medicine and bury it. Then a fire was made
on the grave aﬁd some of the heads of corn which had been
partially eaten by the birds, together with some medicine
were burned. .

A chameleon, also, was stuffed with corn and
medicline and when scarcely able to move it was placed in
a tree, On-the following day medlcine was again burned in

the garden, Untll this had been done the people of the

If the birds still came back, no nolse waszallowed, although
sticks could be thrown at them, If they still persisted in
their visits, after a certain time the remedy was consid-
ered to have falled and the doctor must return the whole
or greater part of his feeel

When crows would attack the malze, it was believed
that 1f one of the cobs, which had been partlally eaten,
was thrown gmong another man's maize garden, the birds
would follow it and devote tﬁeir attention to the garden
where it lay,

o o o o o o

1, Shodter: op. cit,. p. 22



The bellef in witch-craft was general and caused
much suffering. If human or ox died, 1f slckness occurred,
if an accident of any kind happened, 1f crops were blighted,
it was attributed to the evil action on the part of some
wizard or wiltch, unless there was some reason to believe
an angry spirlt was the cause. It meant destruction of
property, torture and death and in extreme caseg slaughter
of 2ll the relatives, both young and ola.}

The tlme for seasonal operations was usually
determined by recourse t0~am@g§c.2 A ceremony, which appears
to have been common to all tribes in thelr original state
was called the "Feast of First rruits." The primitive cus-
tom was an act of thanksgliving for the frults of thé earth.
Certain tribes added to it military rites and gave 1t the
aspect of a war feast. The following are the principal
customs which occurrsd in its ceiebration at the Zulu courts.

About the end of December, the people assembléd
at a designated place. A black bull was brought from the
’herd and the young men would grab .the animal by its horns
and twist 1te neck throwing it to the ground. The doctor
would rush forth, make an incision in the side of the
groaning animal and take out the gall bladder and squeeze
part of its contents into a vessel containing mediclne

- . L 4 * [ 4 *

1. Theal, George McCall: Progress of South Afrlica in the

ecentury, p. 24
2. Hattersley, Alan, F.: Portralt of a Colony, p. 207
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which had previously been bolled. The king would then
dip his fingers into‘the concoction and proceed to put
them to his mouth. Whether he ever swallowed any or not
one never knows, but at least he squirted it over his body.

Other medicine was prepared into which brulsed
corn and various products of the garden were put. This
was taken by the king in the same manner as before. With
powders of various colors rubrved on his breast and face,
he would take some of the mixture mentioned first into his
mouth and squlrt it on an assagal pointing the weapon to
the sun. The witech doctor then killed the bull striking
it on the head with an axe. It was skinned and the flesh
thrown on the fire. Toward evening the boys would gather
together to eat the beef, a priﬁilege which lost a great
deal of its real Joy because they were not allowed to drink
until morning. The common understanding was that if this
rule was violated, the king would suffer defeat in war or be
visited by some personzl misfortune. As a result, the doc-
tor and others kept a strict vigil over the thirsty sol-
diers and wlth sticks they would beat back anyone who at-
tempted to leave the fire. |

The next day a bull of another color was slaugh--
tered with an assagal in the usual way. Some of the gall
was mixed with the medicine which the men took with thelr
fingers into their mouths. After this they would go to the

stream and wash and upon returning, they gathered around
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the witch doctor who was provided with pieces of bull's
flesh previously cooked and rolled in medicine, Takiﬁg
one in hls hand he would throw it into the air and it
would be caught by the nearest person who put it to hils
mouth and he in turn would throw it for another ﬁo cateh,
unless 1t fell to the ground, in which case the doctor
would thrbw up another in its place,

The followlng day the king would come into the
fold, dressed in grass, where the dance called umkosl took
place. YWhen this was ended, he retired to resume his proper
dfess. As he returned, the ceremony progressed, The chief
feature: consisted 1n dropping a calabash to thekgroun@ and
all the people went and washed themselves while the witch
doctor and the king's chief officers picked up parts of
the calabash. These together with the grass which the
king had danced in were burned where the black bull had
been roasted. The ashes were immediately scattered about
and the cattle were brought together to tread them into
the ground, The king always concluded by addressing the
people about their various duties and gave them permiss-
ion to reap thelr harvest, As a general rule no crop
could be harvested previous to the celebratlion of this

feast.l

2, The ralsing of cattle.

L ] L 3 L 4 * * *

1, Shooter: op. cit. pp. 25-27
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The Kafir placed a high value upon his cattle,
It would seem ridiculous if an American dalryman praised
a cow as much as a Kafir, but the cattle represented sev=-
eral things in the Kafir's mind, Cows enabled him to get
wives; cows wWere neédeﬁ io ralse a famlly; oxen were fur-
nished as sacrifices to appease the spirits; and if a man
had more than enough for his own use, he may lend them to
others and thus acquire dependents over whom he could ex-
erclse the authority of a petty chief, The cattle were the
very 1dol which he worshipped.

a. The size:and use of the cattle,

The Zulu cattle were small in stature, The ave-
rage welght of a cow in good condition dld not exceed four
hundred pounds. They were very poor as milk producers,
although, what they gave was very rich, Milk was a vital
part of the Kafir's diet and it was preferred above all
other food excepting flesh, It was usually'eaten in the
curdled state and only the very young and very old drgnk
the fresh milk, :A Kafir d4id not often slaughter hls cattle
except for sacrificés and marriage celebratlions., Rich men
killed an ox sometlimes for the purpose of giving a feast
for friends, but common people could not afford to do so
because the native had such a tremendous appetite for beef,

"I have heard a Xafir say he could eat a sheep in two days

and thattfour men could finish a cow in three days."l

-~

1, Shooter: op.. cit. p. 29
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With such an appetite for beef it is not difficult to be~
lieve that they ate animals which had died from disease.
"The man just mentioned told me he would eat a cow which

1 The thought

had been lying in the bush three days."
bggk of this was that on the fourth da§ it was beginning
to rot. The richer people would kill the sick animal for
food instead of waiting for it to die. This they felt was
better taste and culture.

b, The supplying of food for the cattle,

The Kaflr had no difficulty providing food for
his cattle, The c¢limate was such that pasture was abund-
ant and whether 1t was summer or winter, the native was
thankful that food was supplied for his cattle, The only
exertion required on the part of the native to seéure pro=-
- per pasture was to remove the 0ld grass and this was easlly
done by setting fire to it., It necessitated a very close
watch 80 that #he fire would only burn éne strip at a time
g0 that there would always be green pasturage for the cat-
tle. This was carried on‘by the men,

¢. The appearance of tha cattle,

The nstives attached great importance to the
appearance of thelr cattle and took great pains to try
and~1mpfove their looks, They would cut the ends of the

* L 4 L L] - -

l. Shooter: op. cit. p. 29
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ears: to glve them a Jagged look, TFour and three cornered
pleces of skin were cut about the head and face of the
ca&tle and allowed to hang down and heal in this maﬁner.
Incisions were made through the dewlap, and portions of it
were severed and made to hang down, The horns of the oxen:
were forced to take all shapes and poéitions. This was ac=-
complished by various methods:of weights:which gave a very
unnatural aspect to their horns, Sometimes one horn would
be bent downward while the other remalned upright; others
had thelr horns bent back toward thelr shoulders; others
Wwith one horn crumbled in:front and the other tending down=-
ward and still others had horns which met in a point over.
the hsad and tended upwards. All this effort and time was
used in-order to beautify the cattle,

d., The deep affection toward the cattle.

The Xafir did not confine himself to mere physi-
cal aspects of his cattle., They were the joy of his\heart
and the pride of his life, and as far as he could he made
them hls worthy companions. He would talk to them, address
them by name and pralse them as if they could comprehend his
meaning, They would answer back in pecullar sounds which
naturally expressed a cow's satisfaction, It seems that the
naiives must have thoughthas much of their cattle as they

dld of their wives.l

1, Shooter: op. cit., p. 30
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e. The superstition regarding cattle.

In many places the African has cattle but may

not eat the meat nor drink the milk because of

0ld taboos and traditions that have all the

welght of customs enforced by superstition, and,

in alllprebability, by sad experience in other

years, ’
One can plainly see how superstition was a governing fac-
tor with anything that caused trouble. Ifany cattle became
slck and died the following remedy was rescrﬁed to, The
witch doctor came to the kraal wﬁere the herd had beeﬁ;col—
lected. He would make a fire and burn medicine so as to fum-
lgate the cattle, They were sprinkled with the concocted
medlcine, After this, the doctor took some of the melted fat
of the dead cows into his mouth and proceeded to squirt it on
a fire brand held before the face of each animal, Of course
the beasts rushed away from such salutations, and in the
process the herd became very excited. When the operation
was completed the gate of the kraal was thrown open and the
already exclted cattle needed no urging. The persecution
was by no means at an end for the whole kraal rushed after
them, the men beating shieids and the women rattling cala-
bashes (gourds), and all shouting at the top of thelr voi-
ces with the hbpes of driving the evlil spirit away., The
terrified beasts bellowed and galloped for the chase was
‘mercllessly carried on for two miles, They were left to

® o+ ¢ s+ & s

1, Hunnicutt and Reld: op., c¢it. p. 116
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wear off the treatment which was so different for the
catile usually experlenced gentleness. The doctor for-
feited his fee 1f the remedy proved a failure.l

f. The enemies and protection of the cattle.’

The cattle as well as the crops had\their ene-
mies. The most destructive of these was the lion. The mode
for protecting the cattle was very similar to the hut bullt
in the mlddle of the garden where a watchman was placed.2
The cattle could sense the danger coming and thus awaken
the watchman by the excitement which they caused in the
kraal. The tigers, wildcats and other bloodthirsty animals

were also thelr constant enemies.

C. Some Present Day Problems
1. Cattle ownershlp.
a. Milk production and distribution.

| A 'study of cattle ownership and milk production
wag carried out in 130 homes of Umkomaas River Valley, Po-
lela, Natal. Thils was conducted by the Polela Health Unit
in Natal 1n connection with its family welfare plan for the
people of Polela in 1942. It reports that the cattle own-
ership is somewhat of a problem. In a total of 130 homes,
with a population of 887 people, 560 head of cattle was
owned, the percentage being 4.37 per home, including buils,

L] - . L] - *

1. Shooter: op. cit. p. 35
2., Intra, Chap. I p. 5
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oxen, cows and calves. Of the 560 head, 180 were cows,
approximately one third of the total number of cattle.
The percentage number of cows‘per home was l1l.42 and even
these could not be productive all the time. It is plain
to see that milk production is far below the requirements
of good health standards. Some fifty percent of the pop-
ulation have no milk in the summer-autumn seasons, and in
the winter-gpring months the position is even worse., Eigh-
ty to ninety percent of the people have no milk at all.1
b. Uneven dlstribution of ownership.

Not only 1s the total quantity of milk in the
area lnadequate at all seasons, but the bad distribution
of ownershilp of cows reflects an even worse position than
does a simple aggregate analysis. When one remembers that
the system of agriculture is essentlially individualistic,
it will be realized that the percent number of cattle per
home 1s not excessive, For not only 1is the percent number
of cowes per home or even the total number of cattle not
excesslive, but also there 1is a marked unevenness of distri-
bution of ownership. The analysls shows that thirty-two
of the 130 homes, 24.62 percent possessed no cattle at all
in 1942, and almost one out of every three homes, 32.4 per-
ceht, possessed no cow at all; and of those who d14 possess

1. Kark, Sldney L.: Cattle and Mllk in Native Reserve,
Race Relations, Vol. X1, No. 2, 1944, pp. 30-34
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any cattle, thirteen homes, ten pércent, owned 33%.8 percent
of the cattle. The result was that the upper ten percent
owned as many head ag did 70.8, ninety-two of the homes at
the lower end of the scale.l
¢. Overstocking and soll erosion.

| ‘The analysls of milk production would not be com-
plete if the problem of overstocking were overlocked. The
analysls indicates that the problem of overstccking is
closely related to the population density and to the un-

2

even distribution of ownershlp of stock. Agricultural

authorities state that the area 1g over-stocked. The pro-
blem of overstocking the land 1is an outstanding cause of
goll erosion and does not only effect the quantity of milk
produced, because of lack of rich soll for pasture, but all
aspects of food productlion. This is largely because of the
influence which excessive grazing has on soll erosion and
thus on productivity of the soil. A mere reduction in the
total number of cattle might alleviate the burden which

the pastures are carrying, but unlesgs other compensatory
megsures are undertaken 1t will still aggravate the already
low gtandard of agriculture and milk production.3

Any remedy for thils state of affalrs must take

1. Kark: op. cit. pp. 30-34
2, Intra: Chapter I p. 16
3. Ibid.: pp. 30-34
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into account the ever increasing soil erosion, which in
turn is closely related to overstocking, population den=-
sity, agricultural methods and milk supplies. These con-
sldered together will tend toward an improved nﬁtritional
state, |

2. Population density.

'It has been, ever since the beginning, the prac-
tice to gather together either for protection or subsis-
tence, The first may have been more real in early days
while the latter may be more characteristic later, What-
ever the cause or reason may be, we still find men living
together having fellowship with one another. The native
of Natal centered Eis life around the kraal, This has re-
mained so untll today except where the white man has sep-
arated and done away with the tribal customs., Because of
this allegiance to a chlef and all life centering around
him, the land in that particular area bas become over ﬁ@p-
ulated, The dense population tends for poor environment
and exhaustion of the land.

3. So0il exhaustlion because of poor cultivation.

Unless scientific methods of working with live-
stock and pasture are introduced, the reserves will soon
become, have already in part, so completely eroded as to be
incapable ef‘reclamaticn.l The reasons for the decline in

. L - - . -

1. Roux, Edward: Collective Farming in Reaerves; Race Re~
lations, Vol, XI, No, 1, 1944, p, 10
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the productlive use of the soil can be summed up in three
ways. 1. Many lands are baaly eroded and only parts are
capable of being used, 2. Many lands are regarded by the
natives as unproductive through exhaustion and other causes,
3. The absence of males at labor centers, The women, chil-
dren‘and 0ld men are unable to cope efficiently with the
heavy work of plaughing.l
4, Lack of workable land,

It is estimated that oniy fifteen percent of the
Union of Bouth Africa 1s cultivatable. In certaln natlve
areas ferty percent of the heads of African families are
landless, Economists say that agriculture 1s holding too
many people on the land, TFor economic progress, much of
the agrarian population will have to be transferred to
occupations that will give them a higher level of living.

Agriculture in the Unlon contributes only little
over twelve percent of the national income and therefore,
it cannot uphold a high level of living. Were it not for
the work in the mines and secondary industrlies the natives
would long since have been bankrupt, even now many are in

debt.2

1. Webb, Maurice: Vanishing Lands and Migrant Labour, Race

Relations, Vol, XI, No, 3 and 4, 1944, ?
2. Jones, J. ﬁ Rh einait' Néw Economlc, Social and Politlcal

Conditions in Union of South Africa, Abundant Living in
Changing Africa, Africa Committee of the Forelgn Mis-
slon Conference, New York, 1947, p. 110
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5. Migrant labor system,

In many native areas up to seventy percent of
the males between the ages of eightéen and forty-five are
away from home at any one time, earning money from Euro-
veans 1in order to supnort their families. They work in
gold and coal mines, secondary industries and on European=-
owned farms, with a result that people loock to employment
outslde the native areas for economic salvation rather than
to the soll where their famllies live. The effort put forth
to interest them in the development and conservation of
native areas evolve little response.

The African people themselves have found that
employment in industrial areas yleld far greater hope of
advancement than living in natlive areas or working on farms.
The census shows an enormous increase in the African pop=-
ulation in the citles, Thils discloses the effect that mi-
grant labors have had on native life.l |
6. The unsatisfactory system of land tenure.

The greatest draw-back of the development of ag-
riculture 1s the unsatisfactory system of land tenure over
which the natives have no control. The greater part of the
people live under the tribal system or on European-owned
farms as tenants. The chief can give or withhold fields al-
most arbitrarily while the positions of natives as tenants

on farms is not much better. The European of a nationality

. . L] * . *

1. Jones: op. cit. p. 110
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other than native, is down there mainly for exploitation
and thus on that basis he would continually want low-
priced labor and continue +to pay them as such,

7. Education has been bookish.

The education Wwhich the natives re;eived was
bookish and tended to make them believe working with the
hands was degrading., As a result many semicivilized nat-
ives desplse manual work,

8. Superstition and meager existence,

Two problems which influence, to a large extent,
the future development of agriculture lie enshrouded in
ancient background. The one is that the peoples' wWants
are few and they are satisfled with a bare liviné. This
has always been the case in a land where supplying one's
food is not too difficult. They were alone as a group;
and had no real interest or heed’for raising food for any
one else or even using it as a médium of exchange.

The:other lies in the fact that for centuries
these natives have beén influenced by witch doctors and
evil spirits. Their lifekcenters around such, and for
this reason it can be seen today that they have very con-
servative characters and thus regard new things with su-
perstition,

Rev. Robert Noel says, "Until faith in witch craft

is eradicated, it wlll never be possible to educate
-the natlves in scientific methods of stock farming

and agriculture. At present all the methods and

practices of clvilized man are regarded as merely
the superior magic of the white man.'
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| D, Summary

The Bantus, of whom the Zulus and Kaflrs clainm
- thelr origin, who make up the natives of Natél, are pro-
bably the worst agriculturalistsand most wasteful occupantsA
of the world, The natives are enshrouded in superstltions
which influence every phase of agricultural work, This
problenm along with problems>of cattle, land erosion and
exﬁaustion, primitive methods of farming, population den-
slty and mligration, and education tend to make the native
far behind in sclentific farming.
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CHAPTER 1II

SOME AGRICUITURAL ACCOMPLISHMENIS
OF SELECTED MISSIONS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

A. Introduction

In order to secure a substantial amount of data
concerning the historical background of agricultural mis-
sion work in Africa, it 1s necessary to consider typical
stations found in different parts of Southern Africa in-
cluding Rhodesia, Portuguese East Africa, Angola and Unlon
of South Africa. In discussing these agricultural mission
pro jects, the procedure wlll be to relate the facts about
location, histofy and purpose of each stationkand also
its activities.l There will follow in successive order
discussions of 0l1d Umtall and Central Tralning School
at Xambinl because these are the most éutstanding agricul-
tural schools, and they will set a basls for our thinking

on what follows.

B, 0ld Umtall
0l1d Umtall, a mission station of the Methodist
church is located in Southern Rhodesia., When the Salis-

L L L 3 » . -

1., Blackburn, Linwood E.: A Study of Agricultural iission
in Central and South Africa, p. 53

2. Smith, Edwin W,: The Way of the White Flelds in Rhodesla,
p. 66
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bury-Beria railroad was being bullt, the line couldn't
go through the town so the town was moved to the liné.
It was on the site left'vacant‘by the town of Umtall that
the Methodist mission, Old Umtall, was built. The land
and remaining bulldings were donated to the mission by
Mr, Cecil Rhodes. From this interesting beginning in 1900,
01d Umtali has developed to a point where it 1s dolng the
largest educatlional work in Southern Rhodeaia.l
The departments in the 014 Umtali Training Insti-
tution are literary, Biblical teacher trainihg, agriculture
and woodwork, The work of the agriculture department 1s
outstanding and of particular interest Iln this discussion.
The progress of the department of agriculture is the result
of the work of George A. Roberts, the teacher and first-
rate practical farmer of 014 Umtali.2 |
Roberts, a native of a rural community in Iowa,
was graduated from Iowa State College in 1906, While attend-
ing college,he volunteered to give his life as an agricul- ‘
tural missionary. He was sent to Old Umtall as the first
tralned agriculturalist by the iethodist Misslon Board.3
Excerpts taken fro:r a letter written by Mr, Roberts will
unfold the nature .of hls early wbrk and the method em~

1, Jones, Thomas Jesse: Education In Africa, p. 218
2., Jones: Education in East Africa, pp. 246-247

3. Reid, W,W,: George A. Roberts - Farmer, Teacher, Fastor
p. 1 ; \
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pPloyed in 014 Umtall.

When I had been a short time at 0ld Umtall
I was given some classes, I prepared some very
elegant lectures, They were good. I delivered
them before :¢lasses of Afrlcan lads in our schools
but they did not work! The classes listened all
right, The truth was there, but it did not get
hold of the people.

The next time I lectured, I brought some
ears of corn and lectured about this corn along
with the rest of the materlial written., The third
time I found they had not learned much about what
I sald, but remembered the corn,

Later I brought up pots of all kinds of soils,
black, red, yellow, sandy and cleaned washed riv-
er sand, 1 made three pots of these, In one we
put barnyard manure; in the second, fertillzer;
and in the third, plain soil as it was., I plant-
ed these and when the people saw the stuff grow
better in the pots with the fertllizer, that sebt- .
tled agriculture in that country.

We sent for plgs and pul them in stalls and
stables, We had pure-bred large black Suffolk
pigs and native plgs. Once in two weeks we had
everyone weigh those pigs. They could read the
scales and see for themselves the galn that amaz-

- ed the people. They found out that the old poor
pilg gained for a little while and the young one
a little more and that the pure~bred pigs galned
nearly one and one-half pounds a day. Then we
figured w?at those pigs Increased in value., That
wgs nevs,

By this practical means of demonstration, in a
manner a native could understand, Mr., Roberts was able to
improve livestock breeding and care, methods of dalrying

and introduce the plow as an implement of farming in Rhod-
esia.2 In fact Roberts found that the only successful way

to teach the natives the better way of agriculture was to
use the means of demonstration along with hls classroonm

L * L L - -

l. Reid, W.,W,: op. cit. pp. 1-2
2. Ibid: pp. 3-4
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The results of the agricultural work at 0ld Um-
tall are numerous, MNen are trained as pastor-teachers and
are sent back to their home villages or to out-stations to
teach others what they have learned, 1In this way they be-
come "village life'builders.” Forty members of & pastor-
teachér gradﬁate's village now owm plows and use oxen, The
village has become self-supporting and the villagers have
built a stone church with thelr money. As a result of the
study of diseases and methods of preventing and curing,
the tape worm, an awful menace in Rhodesia, has been clean-
ed out of this part of Africa.2 The plow as an lmplement
of farming and also fertillizer are being used by the native.
Crops are being watered by irrigation and the use of mllk
is being increased., The results of the agricultural de-
partment of 01ld Umtall are helping to create a new African

_civilization.3

C. Central Tralning School at Kambinl

The Central Training School of the Methodist
Church 1s locsated at Kambini, Inhambane, Portuguese East
Africa. About twelve hundred acres of real estate, farm
machinery, work oxen, cows and calves are owned by the
Kambinl station. In connection with the station a model

» - L] . v L]

1, Hunnicutt, B.H. and Reid, W.W.: op. cit. p. 125
2, Ibid: p. 124
3. Reld: op. cit. p. 3
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native village 1s operated., The village has its own gov-
ernment and related activities .1 The missionary in charge
of the agricultursl work at Kambini is Jullan S. Rea.?
He quickly saw the importance of farming to the native 1life
‘of Africa, and the accompanying problems and needs in the
area of native farming methods. He began his work with
the following purposes in mind:
(1) To dignify farming and to develop a deeper appre-
clation of its importance in the mind of the native;
(2) to train intelligent farmers; (3) to supplant
the many undesgirable superstitlions practiced by the
natives in their farming processes; (4) to work out
a system of crops whigh would suit the conditions
of the local section.

The agricultural program at Kambinl 1s not a
course that has been added to the theological or normal
departments, but 1s actual training in rural 1life. The
station is a laboratory in living. For instance, the evan-~
gelistic and jeanes department enroll only married men and
each man comes with his family and spends three years at
the school. He grows his own food and 1n many cases bullds
his own home. Since 1928, the single boys in the boarding
department have grown their own food and have constructed

much of their living equipment. The day's activitles for

1. Jones: Education in East Africa, p. 310

2. Hunnicutt and Reid: op. cit. p. 128. MNr. Rea is a grad-
unate of the Mass. Agricultural College and the Boston
Univ. School of Theology. He is an Agricultural mission-
ary of the Board of Foreign Misgions of the:Methodist
Church and has been in Africa sinée 1925,

3, Mec Connell, Charles M. : The Rural Billion, pp. 76-77
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each student are equally divided between classroom and

field, shop and home.l

An outline of the agricultural program will serve
to set forth somethlng of the nature of the work at Kambiini
and give an indicatlion of what i1s being done. _

I. In the Bodine Department
o Classroom instruction
Classroom projects
Field demonstration
Directlion of
1. School projects
a. Cocoanut plantation
b. School herd of cattle
¢. Banana Plantation
&, River garden
e. Fleld crops to feed the school
~corn, peanuts, sweet potatoes, etc.,
2. Group pro jects
a. Requlired - beautification of grounds
and around homes,

- b, Voluntary - planting frult trees
around houses, poultry and pigs
plots of corn, sweet potatoes, ete,

3. Individual pro jects
a. Corn and other plots to sell
b. poultry to sell

.

mﬁ?ﬂk’-

.

II. Evangelistic (Theological) Eepartment
A, Classroom lnstruction
B, Classroom projects
C. Fleld demonstration and study
D, Direction of
1. School projects to develop an ildeal
village, planting flowers, trees, etc,
2. Family projects - banana plantation
river gardens and rice; fleld crops
corn, peanuts, etc, poultry, pigs
goats and donkey breeding

[ L d L » L .

l. Rea, J.S8.: Our Rural Hisslon Program, Mimeograph Series
No. 18 of the Agricultural Missions Foundation Inc. p. 4{
This report of the Central Tralning School especially of
its rural and agricultural program, was written by special
request to provide data for a paper on the Problems of
(Missionary) Agricultural Education, The information is
80 inclusive and so carefully presented that it 1s belng
mimeographed and sent to a select list of iissionarles in
Africa.
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3. Group cooperative activities-
plowing corn, land with cattle, get-
ting up digging bees, having harvest-
ing bees, and marketing

III. Jeanes Departmentl

%he plan follows the same line of ac%ivi—

y as that of the Evangellstic dept.

The extension program, or agricultural projects
outside the School are not as well-organized as the pro-
gram at the station itself, but attempts are being made to
extend the Influence of the agricultural program beyond
Kambinl. A’'close cooperatlon exlsts between the School for
Girls, the outstation schools and the village schools.
Visitors to Xambinl carry away many of its ldeas and ideas
are spread by the boys during thelr vacation periods.
Graduates take these ideas with them into théir fields of
activity and make use of exhiblts and demonstrations. Ex-
tension agents for the agricultural program of Kambinl are
men who have graduated from the Jeanes department. Other
means for extenslon and spreading influence are institutes
held at cohferences, circuit meetings and weekend gather-
ings in the Christian villages. Ideas are transmitted
through the interdenominational paver, "Kuea Ka Mixo",
which has a circulation of fifteen hundred. The super-
visors of Sunday Schools include agricultural teaching
of " Kambini in thelir nrogram.3

* . L * * L

1. The Jeanes School is an idea taken from rural schools
among . regroes in the United States, a system of supervisor
teachers for a group of schools.

2, Rea, J.8.: op. cit. . 5

3. Ibid: p. 8
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Of course new methods of cultivation, new crops,
better breeding and the use of livestock are goals of the
mission. The natives are encouraged to cooperate with
better health programs in order to use eggs, mllk, greens -
and frults, and a greater variety in the choice of foods
and better preparation of foods.

Joéefa Landela, a country preacher, attended the
school at Kambini‘to prepare himself for more efflcient
service to his people. After completion of hls work he
was assigned to one of the villages, Xitsuku., This was Dby
his own choice. landela found Xitsuku to be a dirty and
rundown village with no chance of survival unless it was
rebuillt, He helped the villagers to rebulld their homes’
on new ground, He, with the help of natives, bullt a
church for the village. He taught the natives to grow
better crops and in turn to escape the menace of famine.
This is only one of the many examples of the specific

_results of Kambini's rural program.l

D, Projects in Angola, Portuguese West Africa
1. Galangue
An outstanding work in the training for rural
1life can be seen at the Galangue station of the American
Board of Commlsslioners for Foreign Misslons 1in Portuguese
West Africa. The statlon conslsts of a school for prac-

* L 4 - * L 4 -

1, Mc Comnell: op. cit. pp. 137-138
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tical education and siXteen outstations each with a small

schaol.l The station has a full time agriculturalist,

Mr, Samuel B, Coles, an American Negro and a graduate of
Talladega College, Alabama; he has been on the field since
1922,2

The program and the specific results of the work
at Galangue station can be seen by reports of the station's
activities in the last few years. In 1936 the extension |
work was both interesting and beneficial., The villages
and farms were visited by Nr, Coles and Snr. Johgola Malega;
the visits of the agriculturalists are always welcomed by
the natives., The emphasis of their visitatlon was instruc-
tion and guldance in planting wheat, putting out bananas,
and the preparation for the dry season gardens. On this
tour they distributed four hundred pounds of rice, four
hundred pounds of peanuts, three hundred pounds of buck
wheat and twenty pounds of cotton seed,

The year 1937 saw a distinct change in the tech-
nique of teaching agriculture., The new method allows the
puplls to plant demonstration plots at thelr homes. Sixty-
nine pupils took advantage of this ldea and planted plots
on the misslon farm, This change has added a new interest
to farming., Teachers are in charge of the pupils and assist

[ - -* L L] L 4

1. Hunnicutt and Reld: op. cit, p. 130
2. From s personal interview of the author with Mr, Coles

in Biblical Seminary in 1946
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them in thelr work; the teachers also relate their class-
room 1nstruction to the expefimental plote of the pupils.l
Mr. Coles, in thinking over the agricultural job

in Africa, especially that at Galangue, feels that although
the Central School 1s doingz a constructive plece of work,
there: are thousands 1in the outstations and missions that
do not reach the Central School. These pecople are being
denled through neglect the answer to needs in farming in-
struction. In view of this observation, he states:

Every boy and girl who goes through or spends

three years in our mission school, should know

something about the following trades: farm black-

smithing, carpentry, bricklaying, agriculture,

care of livestock and village sanitation., The

girls should know something about cooklng, the
care of the chilldren and how to care for chickens

and the garden.
_ 2. Dondl
a. Currle. Instlitute

Dondi, Angola,is the seat of the Currle Insti-
tute, a school of higher learning of the American Congre-
gatlional Misslions. Currle vprovides instruction of upper
elementary and lower secondary grades to native teachers
and felizious workers.

Along with the other tralning, Currie emphasizes
agricultureﬂand its importance. Every student recelves
training in the prebaration and cultivation of the soil,

the use and breeding of livestock, dalrying and the use

L d * » L L] *

1. Coles, S.B.: op. cilt.
2. Coles, S.B.: Excerpt from Reports of Galangue Station

Angola, Portuguese West Africa, 1940



34

of farm machinery.l

In 1936, a speclalization course in agriculture
was added; five boys chose the course the first year and
in 1941 there were twenty-one enrolled. A grant from the
Women's Missionary Society made it possible to send out
three‘currie graduates as agricultural extension workers
to cheﬁsambé, Camundongo and Lutamo; Reports from these
stations indicate that the work of these boys 1is very com-
gendable. In fact, a white planter invited one of thése
boys to aid him in his farming problems., Also, Currie
has received invitations from several statlions to put on
agricultural short courses during dry SB&SO==,2

A noteworthy result of Currie's program in the
form of a soclal movement was found in the 1938 reports
of the station., The agricultural department of Currie
has awakened the more progressive nativés to the need of
better homes, food and living conditions, They are leav-
ing the villages and settling on little farms of their own,
They plan t¢o remain on these plots and improve them instead
of moving their household every few years, These individ-
uals are eager for help in soll conservatlon, the use of
oxén and other modern methods of farming.3

. L 4 »> - L -

1, Jones: op. ¢it. pp. 239=240
2. Excerpts from the reports of Currie Institute, Dondl, 1936
3. Excerpts from the reports of Currie Institute, Yondi, 1938
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b. Means School

Dondl 1s also the locatlon of the Means School,
an inétitution for higher education,‘.The gchool makes pro-
vision for the teaching of Biblical knowledge and theology,
Portuguese studies as outlined by the curriculum, and a
number of trades with special attention to agriculture.l
Even though the holidays take four of the six months of the
rainy season, in 1939 a definite progress in agriculture at
Means had been reported. The agriculture work reaped extra
supplies beyond the station's need in bananas, peanuts,
soybeans, popcorn and roselia.2
3. Kemundongo Station

There are other missionlstations in Angola which
emphasize agricultural training and related activities ln
the program of the mission, Agriculture has been glven a
place of first lmportance at Kamundongo Station. The stud-
ents, boys and girls alike, are required to give some hours
each day to the field and garden. The students are taught
rotatlon of crops, dry farming, bresk gardening and irriga-
tion,3 |
4, Sachlkela Station

The Sachlkela Statlion has had many difficuities

L3 - - - . -

1., Tucher, John T.: Fifty Years in Angola, Portuguese West
Africa, in I.R.M., Vol. 19, April 1930, p. 264

2. Excerpts from reports of lMean School, Dondl, 1940

3., Jones: Education in Africa, p. 242 .
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in the farming endeavors; yet in spite of all this the
missionaries do not count theilr farming a failure. They
can see definite results in the acticns of the pupilé who
have had the course at the Station's Yuvu farm. The out-
stations of the mission report forty-nine plows in opera=
tion, The desire to use the plows and the training of ways
of using the plows were learned at Yuvu farm,

5. Bailundo,

Some agricultural training is given at the Ball-
undp station, but thé missionaries realize that agricﬁlture
has not the place it should have in the pngram at the mis-
sion.? '

E, Mariannhill Inatitute and Adams College.

1, Mariannhill Institute.

A few miles west of Durban in Natal, South Africa,
is located\mariannhill Instituﬁe, a Roman Cathollc School
and one of the most important schools in %outh Africa.
Mariannhlll is an old school founded by a plous monk, Abbot
Franz, of the Trappist Order.3

The principal of the teacher tralning school was
Father Bernard Huss, a man who was vitally lnterested in
native music, recreation and agriculture. Father Huss was

* L] - - L 4 .

1, Excerpts from reports of Sachikela Statlon, Angola, 1935-36
2. Excerpts from reports on Bailundo Station, Angola, 1938
3. Jones: op. ¢it, pp. 209-210
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instrumental in the elementary schools, in fact, he is the
author of a standard textbook on agriculture for use in
nastive schools.l As to the speclal activities of Father '
Huss, X,L. Butterfield,after his visit with him at Marlann-
hill in 1529, made the Tollowing statement about him: |

« « « Wnom I consider one of the wisest men on
South African native affairs., He has writ-
tén booklets for the natives on practical
agriculture, on marketing and business coop-
eration and on rural credits; he has in prep-
aration a simllar booklet on rural soclology.
Not only has he travelled thousands of miles
.and made hundreds of speeches but he has to
his credit a successful effort to organize
Farmers' associations and what seems an al-
most incredible achievement the organization
of a number of credit societies. . . . 2

The Natlve cooperative soclety affords a center
for tralning 1ndividuals and groups of individuals., The
Mariannhill Training School aids in thils type of training
by providing "social courses"’for farmers and school teach-
ers. The members of the groﬁps are instructed in practical
farming, slmple economics, social‘psychology and domestic
gsclence, Father Huse was very successful in developing
cooperative activitlies in Natal. The meetings of these
cooperatives furnish a medlunm fbr the exchange of farming
experience and the discussion of community problems.3
2. Adams College

At Amanzintéti, near Durban, Natal, is the Adams

¥Mission Station and Adams College of the American Board of

* * L * L4 *

l, Jones: op. cit. pp. 209-210

2. Butterfield, XK.,L,: Report on Rural Conditions and Soc-
iologlcal Problems in South Africa, p. 34

3, Davis, J. HMerle: The Problems for Misslions, in Modern

- Industry and the African, pp. 336-337
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Commissioners for Forelgn Hissions, For several years
this college had a trained agriculturali&t on lts staff;
however, it has no agriculturalist at the present. The ef-
forts of this trained work were not in vain and the influen-
ce is stlll felt among the Bantus. The station continues
to sponsor an agriculture show each year., The show is one
way of measufing the progress of the natives in farming.l
The show in 1939 was the best that had been held
up to that time. The exhiblts numbered twenty-six hundred,
an increase of two hundred over previous years., After the
show closed, which lasted two days, several hundred of the
best exhibits were sent to Durban, for the native section
of the big European Agricultural Show. For several years
the Adams exhibits have won the silver cup for the best

lot of exhibits in the native section of the Durban show.2

F. Mbt, Silinda Instltute and Chlkore Statlon
1. Mt, Silinda Institute
Mount Silinda Training and Practicing School
maintained by the American Board of Commlssioners for For-
eign Missions is locatéd: in Southeast Rhodesia, about
one hundred and fifty miles from Umtall, The misslon owns
an area of about 34,000 acres. Over two hundred acres are

* - » » L .

1. Personal letter from J.A. Reulling of the American Board
of Commissioners for Forelgn Missions, to the author.
2. Excerpts from reports of Adams Mission Station, Natal,

South Africa, 1940



39

under cultivation, and it appears that the station farms
on a large scale., The industrial and agricultural train-
ing in school ranks with the beét in Rhodesia., The natives
ar§ 1nstruéted in both practical and theoreticai‘agricul-
ture.,* The method of "home plots" as a means of teaching
farming to the day students was added in 1937. In this
pian eéch student has his own home plot to cultivate and
has individual rather than mass training and supervision.
The vegetables from the plots are used in the homes of
the puplls, while extra products are sold in the community.
This method also encourages a more varied diet and gives
the students a chancé to earn a little cash, Ways of car-
ing for the "home plots" have been outlined in mimeographed
form and disiributed to“the students, This is a plan so
worked out that the idea can be 1ntroduéed and followed
in the outstations without too much difficulﬁy and a min-
imum of sapervislon.e

David Chinguno, an agricultural demonstrator,
1s gilving full time to farm work, He 1s supervising some
thirty-seven native farmers who have plots of their own,
He is teachling them improved methods of applying manure,
plowing, and cultivation.

- * ] L . *

1., Jones: Education in East Africa, pp. 247-248
2. Excerpts from reports of Mt, Silinda Institute, South
Rhodeslia, Africa, 1938 |
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The Mission has an agricultural committee to
formulate agricultural plgns for the Mission., By now
Mt. Silinda has a farmers' association.>
2. Chickore Station |
Another station of the American Board is the
Chikore station, also in Southern Rhodesia. The agricul-
- tural work has gone forward, yet, it has been hindered by
the lack of trained agriculture demonstrators. This need
was ansWered in July 1938 when Bennied Dube, a demonstra-
tor came to the station, He gives hls entire time to
teaching soil conservation and lmproved methods of farming
on the mission farm. The staff of the mission is making
a special effort to pravent and check soll erosion, a
problem that has made more progress with the use of the
plow.2 |
Some of the primary schools of the statlion have
begun the use of "home plots™ for cultivation and train-
ing; these are,suﬁervised by”the regular and Jeanes teach-
ers,
When the teacher has the right outlook and person-
ality and the necessary enthusiasm, thls appears
to be the best method of really teaching agricul-

ture bene ;icially, especially among the older
children.,

L] L * L J L -

1, Excerpts from reports of Mt, Sillindas Institute, South
Rhodesia, Africa, 1939

2,:1Ib14, 71939

3. Excerpts from the reports of Chickore Station, Southern
Rhodeslia, 1939
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G, Summary

From this survey of typlcal agricultural mis=-
sions, it is evident that agriculture plays an important
part in South African life, The missionarles are becom=-
ing aware of the need for training in agriculture, and
a8 a result many have added such departments to their
mission schools., With proven success they are continually
- adopting new methods. The contributions include; building
construction, ralsing crops, cattle manageument, poultny

husbandry, farm mechanics, dalry work and animal husbandry.
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CHAFTER III

EVANGELISM WITH AGRICULTURE AS AN AID

A, Introduction

In the book of Acts it reads, "But ye shall re-
ceive power, after that thg Holy Ghost 1é‘come upon you
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem and
In all Judea, and in Samarla, and unto the uttermost par:
of the earth."l Here it is plainly seen that the Holy
Ghost 1is th? motlvating foree of Christian Misslons., Ev-
angelism by the individual 1s the channel by which this
motivating force finds expression and touches the unre=
pentant heart. Although the Gospel is powerful in ltself
to put its message across to people, still it is not out
of the way to use alds to put its message forward more
readlly. It will be the purpose of this chapter to dis-
cuss the place of the church in evangellsm and agriculture
as an ald to evangelism,

B. The Place of ihe Church in Evangelism
Amidet the multiplylng of interests beilng thrust

on the attention of the church today, it is well
to be reminded that its governing objective, as

1, Acts 1:8

42
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well as its_most highly multiplying work, is
evangelism.l

Jesus Christ came to reveal the love of the Father to the
world, The church of every age exlsts to reveal the same
to thevworld of every age, Jesus came to save men; tﬁe
church exists to be a soul-saving institution. Jesus is
the Evangel and the proclamation of the Evangel, that of
télling forth the good news of God's love and forgiveness
in Christ - this 1s evangelism . The church 1s the div-
inely appointed instrument of evangelism in the world to-
day.2
The church of the apostolic age understood thils
and there is no doubt that the expansion of the church
ffom one Roman province tp another was due to the convic-
tion of the members of the Christian church that they ex-
isted for no other reason than to proclaim Christ to the
world and the life in Him, The life of the church and 1ts
evangelistic witness were undoubtedly the secret of the
expansion of Christianity 1n the apostolic age. The tak-
ing into the church of three thousand baptlzed Chr;stians,
giving instruction, common worship and the breaking of
bread would have been impossible had it not been for the
voluntary work of the one hundred and twenty on the day
of Pentecost., 1Is 1t not reasocnable to suggest that the

1., Mott, John R.: Evangelism for the World Today, pP. 3
2. Bishop of Dornakal, India: The Place of the Church in

Evangelism, Madras Serles, Vol., III, P, 31



churches of which we hear later in Judea (in Lydda Acts
9:32 and in Joppa 9:36), in eréne (11:20), in Samaria
(8:5), in Damascus (9:2,3,10) in Galilee (9:31) and in
Phoenicla (21:2 and 27:2) were founded by recipients of
the Holy Spirit at Pentecosi?

‘ The church which later became the center of Mis~-
sions to the Gentiles was founded by the scattered Christ-
ians of Cyprus and ﬂyrene.l Laodicea, Colossae, Hlera-
polis and other centers in Asia (except Ephesus) had
churches not of apostolic but lay foundation.a.

A person is naturally overwhélmed, as he reads
the book of Acts, with the evangellstic missionary efforts
of the Apostle Paul., He certainly carried the Gospel mes-
sage to the principal ciltlies of the provinces of Galatla,
Macedonia, Achaia and Asia. We must assume that the es-
ktablishment of the church in the rural parts of these
provinces was due not so much to the personal efforts of
Paul himself as to his converts, From the church in
Thessalonica 3 had sounded forth the word of thevLord in
Macedonia and Achaia. The church in Philippl * had enter-

ed into fellowshlp of the Gospel from the first day of

thelr conversion. To be always ready to proclaim the good

. Acts 11:20

. Acts 19:10; Col, 2:1; 4:13
. I Thes, 1:8 :

. Phil, 1:5

2O
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news 1s spoken of as part of the equipment of the Christ-

fan soldier.t

The whole church is an army organized, en-
gaged and equipped in a spiritual warfare agalnst the for-
ces that oppose God, Hls Word and His Gospel, John in des~-
eribing his i1dea of the church as a city "coming down out
of Heaven from God, having the Glory of Géd"2 sees its gates
in nowlse shut 3 in order that the glory anﬁ honor of nat-
ions may be brought into it. Finally, when the glory of
the lLord is fully revealed, the writer ends his book by
giving the church's evangelistic call to all mankind,

The spirit aﬁﬂ the bride say come; he that hear-

eth, let him say come: and he that is athirst let

him come: he th%t will, let him take of the watgr

of life freely.
One could go on glving confirmatory evidence of the part
the whole church has continued to plsy in being the div-
inely appointed instrument in evangelism, but-one does

not need all that proof to establish his thinking.

C. WHat 1s Evangellsnm

Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, of the Kingdom of God Move-
ment in Japan says, Evangelism means conversion
of people from worldliness to Christ-like Godli-
ness, Conversion is absolutely fundamental, for
without the awakening of a spiritual hunger, there

1, Eph. 6:15

2. Rev, 21:10-11
3. Rev, 21:25

4, Rev. 22:17
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i8 no hope fir an individual, a soclety, a race
or a mnation,

There have been many such definitionsgiven of
evangelism but it 1s qulte evident that the central fact
emphasized in setting forth its meaning is namely, the
telling of the truth and life of Christ by word and life
in such a way as to persuade men to accept 1t and bellieve
in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour.

There are four partles involved in the work of
evangelism, - The superhuman factor - the living CGod as re=-
vealed in Christ; the evangelist, or the person who conveys
the Gospel message, whether by word of mouth by written
letter or by printed page; the person to be evangellzed;
and lastly the 1ndividual witnesses or cooperators who by
their prayer strengthen the individual desire of the per-

- son to be evangelized.2

The work of evangellsm is first, last and always
a superhuman process, It has its center in the iiving Lord
of Life, It rests on the historic fact of Christ and the
present day authentic experience of “hrist. Christ is not
only the foundation and author of faith in the process of
evangelism, but He 1s also its perfecigr in every stage.
Evangelisn is not something that stancs still or motlonless
but it is as dynamic as Christ Himself is dynamilc. It 1s

L L J * L * L 4

1. Mott: What is Evangellism, Madrass Series, Vol. 3, p. 45
2. Ibid: p. 56
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not man that worketh to convert another; it 1s God who
worketh in us both to will and to do.

While it 1s God who accomplishes the wonder work
in the conversion of man, it is also a matter never to be
overlooked that He lnvariably uses human instrumentallity
ag a medium}through.which He works, He has comuissioned
His true followers to be His wlitnesses unto the uttermost
parts of thé earth.l

The core of evangellsm 1s the presentation of
the Gospel - the Christian meésage that God loves mankind
and sent His Son into the world to save men through the
life and death and resurrection of His Son and the in-
dwelling of thevaly Spirit. The Gospel concerns the in-
dividual,for it is equal to the deepest personal need, It
enables him to make necessary readjustments which will '
overcome or remove the tensions which thwart him. It ush-
‘ers one into a full creatlive and abounding 1life causing the

redirection and remaking of hils life.2

D. Agriculture as an Ald to Evangellsm

The Gospel also méets the social needs and pro=-
blems., This 1s where agriculture lends ltself as an ald
to evangelism, It is all the more apparent when we think
of thé vast areas of the world which depend upon the land

1. Acts 1:8
2. Mott: op cit. p. 58
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for a living., In Africa alone it is well over seventy-
five percent who live off the land. Now if the Christian
Gospel is to be evangelized "into all the world" it must
effectively permeate these fural areas, The method by
which this is to be brought about depends upon the aid
agriculture gives as & means in leading men and women to
be convinced of the power of the Gospel.l By this one
does not need to doubt the ability of the power of the
Gospel to reach the needs and desires of men's hearts,

but rather to see agriéulture as a supplementary ald, as
an asset to evangelism., Think for a momen§ of a missio-
nary going into a new field to evangelize. The missionary
feel§,1, that his first and foremost work is to present
the;%ospel by telling it. People are converted and begin
to show external signs of this néw life within, but find
that, because of various customs which make up ﬁheir mores,
1t 1s hard to fit themselves into thelr new-found life.
The missionary recognizing this begins to show them bet-
ter ways of tilling the soll; instead of using the hoe
they are given a plow; better ways of enriching the 1and:
instead of leaving it idle, fertilizers are used and crops
rotated;'better ways to conserve thé land from erosion:
instead of allowing the farms to be overstocked, they cut
ﬁowzi the amount of cattle and build up the grade, etc.

. . - » . L 4

1. The Christian Missions Among Rural People: op. clt. p. 4
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All of this 1s done for the converts to establish then
in their own Christian experience and make for a strong
community. But look what is going on in the meantime
among the unconverted people; they cannot help but see
how prosperous the converts are, the crops are more pro-
ductive, the land is continually in use, the stock is fat
and supplies more meat, and there is no superstition
troubling them, for Christ has set them free., These
people who have not adhered to the preaching of the Gos-
pei as yet, are beginning to be convinced that there ls
something the missionary has that will beneflt them. As
a result agriculture has made them interested enough to
listen to the missionary.

An extract from a report, of one of the pastor-
teachers to the missionary at 014 Umtall, Rhodesia, 11l-
lumines the picture of this practical agriculture as an
ald to evangellsm, 7

A1l the people were in trouble about vegetable,

. about digging garden and when I talked to them
about manure from the chickens, they say, "Je are
not dirty people.”

Jesus sald, Hot all talking but doing.

I took my hoe and dlgged garden beds, Four beds
I put manure, Four beds I did not put manure,.
People say, "How can you take manure from chic&en
house! Are you not afraid 'tis bad smell?"

. I asked the people, are you like to see my gar-
den? I want you to see the different you go to
find between then,

They say, "Some beds have poor vegetable, How
‘tis happen?"
I say, It is the reason they have no manure.

Tastes the vegetables 1n every bed, They bad
taste? No, all they are right. You are believe
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they have different. iy teacher d4id teach me.

I did put manure, That manure I did take from

chicken house. If you want I will teach you."

They say, !'We do 1like you will teach us about

gardens," 1

E. Becientlfic Agriculture is not Evaﬁgelism

The fTarmer who knows little of scientific agricu-

lture connects the(everyday events of life to his reli-
glous bellef, BSpirits cause his misfortunes. A sick
animal, a poor crop, a scanty monsoén is a sign of god's
displeasure. Therefore, on a certain night in July he
waves a torch in front of every animal in the village to
defeat undesirable spirits. For that reason he sows seed
on a certain day so that the harvest may be good., When
one comes along and shows that animal diseases are due to
certaln bacteria, when a poor crop is traced to a fungus,
when soll temperature, instead of the phase of the moon,
governs sowlng dates, the farmer's attention is distracted
from the place of God in hls fortune to these events.
Thus the knowledge of science in agriculture can, if not
precisely and fully stated and carefully supplemented,
lead one away from rather than contributé to thé under-
standing of an alleglance to the Xingdom of God as set

forth by evangelism.2

1. Hummicutt and Reid: op.cit. p. 126
2. ¥osher, Arthur T.: The Kingdom of God and Rural Construc-
tion, The Christian Rural Fellowship Bulletin No. 56,
Nov, 1940, p. 3 -~ This will be referred to hereafter -

as C.R.F.B.
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F, Summary
Agriculture can be an aid to evangelism, as
has been shown, and llkewise the scienﬁifie method of
agriculture may become a detriment, The missionary by
keeping the goal in mind and having the presentation of
the Gospel as the core of his evangelism will find ag-

riculture belng geared as an ald to evangelisa.
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CHAPTER IV

THE FUNCIION OF AGRICULTURAL MISSIONS
 IN REACHING THE WHOLE LIFE
A, Introduction

There is a Pfesbyterian Church at Luebo, Africa,
which refuses to receive a man into its membérship who
does not have a garden of his own, Such a rule might be
hard on the men of some churches in Amerlca, but they base
it on I Timothy 5:8 which reads: "If any man provide not
for his own, and specially for thbse of his own house, he
hath denied the falth and is worse than an infidel." If
the native church in Africa considers agriculture of such
importance for church membership, is 1t not about time we
in oﬁr mission work conslder we havé not done our full du-
ty to our fellow Christians in mission fields untll with
the Gospel message we have also taught them to provide
for their own families and for thelr own churches? Thils
is, therefore, the text for the gospel of agricuifure
in missions for reaching the whole of the individual's
1ife,1

Christian misslions is an attitude of love that
seeks expression in the process of sharing the best it

- L] * - - L d L

1. Case, Brayton C.: Crops and Christians, p. 1
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Possesses with all who need 1lts services, Christian mis~-
sions sees man as a unit, recognizes and tries to meet the

needs of the whole man, material as well as spiritual.l

What then are some values inherent in agricultural missions
whlch make reaching the whole life possible?
'B. Agriculture in Providing Farm Home and farm Famlly
First is the reéliglous value of rufai life ==
the establishment of farm home and family. All indivi-
ddal}and social progress depends u%on the condition of
the home and famlly. Foreign missionaries tell us that
they are severely handlcapped in their work until they are
able to secure something of the home and family ideal as
a basis, This of course cannot be established until peo-
ple have accepted‘christ and have the deslre from within
to do something about it, That is when agricultural mis-
sions play an ilmportant pért in eétablishing the hpme.
Picture in imagination, & well-kept farmstead.
See the physical relationship of the house, its
relationship to barn and fields., It 1s the rad-
iating center of the family's manifold activities

and this relationship goes deeper than geography.
For a better farm home 1s the center of the whole

life of the family; a cooperative enterprize in

which esach member makes his own divsrse and dis-
tinctive contribution to the whole; a minlature

democracy in which each counts for one and is ac-
corded equal worth, 1In this complicated network

» L 4 L ] L » L L]

1. Blackburn, Linwood E.: op. cit, p. 1
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of attitudes and relatlionships which compose fami-
ly living, the children hold a place of highest
importance, And the better farm home 1s concerned a-
bout the whole life of its members: body, mind,
soul -- food, clothing, shelter -- educational, eco-
nomical and vocatlonal opportunities, lelsure, re-
creation -- charscter, personality. Thls home is

a basic source of attitudes and i1deals and & fellow-
ship in which each member finds security and moral
support, It seeks to bring to 1ts members every
resource for dazelg@ment of well-proportioned
abundant lives, ‘ :

The farm home and farm famlly can have notable
elements which have profound significance in a religlous
culture. The first may be unity. The second may be loya~-
lty. The peculiar characteristic of farming as a vocation
is that it not only requires these elements but it also
provides them, The economic forces of farm life help to
bind the family together. Cooperation and loyalty are the
essence of success on a farm, Divorce is rare. <Children

are an asset on the farm whereas in urban centers they are
a liability.
A great value agricultural missions can lend in
‘reaching the whole life is found in outlining the basis
for good farm home and farm family. John La Farge, 8J.,
says, ‘
We honor farming as a way of life, because agri-

culture provides the best setting for the home,
because 1t encourages home virtuves, makes for sta-

* [ 4 » . » L] Ed

1. Smathers, Eugene: A Rural Church Program that makes
religlon the qualifying factor in every experience
of life, C.R.F.B., No. 66, Nov, 1941, p. 1
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bllity and purity of family life, the foundatlon
upon which soclety is built, the milieu in which
the individual receilves the best start in any form
of life that he may later embrace, and that proves
the best form of life for the majority of human
beings, Where do we differ in this from the best
Proteetantltradition, or the immemorial tradlition
of Israel?

This thesis shares this view, It is significant that the

high ideals of home and famlly life, of solidarity, home

cooperation, and of mutual respect may be found in rural

homes .2

C. Guidance in Wider Distribution of Private Froperty
The second value agricultural missions can ach-

ieve 1n reaching the whole life 1s wlder distribution of
private property. This is a fundamental religious prin-
ciple and esséentlally Christian, Now at this time of eco-
nomic chaos when the world is in turmoll and confuslon on
that subject, it is well to think about agriculture and
rural life as having withln them a possible economlic ba-
lance wheel, The famlly owned and operated farm provides
within a nation's 1life the widest distrlbution.cf produc=
tive property. ’The farm provides an opportunity for a con=-
vert to stang upon his own economic feet, self-supporting
and self-respecting. Other elements of valid independence

* L 2 * . L4 L ] »

1, Agriculture as a Way of Life, C.R.F.B,, No. 27-2, Dec,

1937, p. 2
2, Ziegler, Edward XK.: A Christian Rural Life Philosophy,

C.R.F.B., No. 67, Dec. 1941, p.4
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dépend upon this one for thelr feundatlon. Ralph L, Wil-

liamson says,
There is & necessary place for collective or coop-
eratlive ownershlp and the farmer must have far more
of it. There 18 a true place, however, for indi-

vidual ownership and 1t his a powerful influence
on character development. -

The present day peril in natlonal 1ife is the
trend toward corporation farming and tenancy. But in
aﬁite of thls trend, the fact is that out of eight mil-
lion farms 1n this country, about four million are owned
and operated by the people who live on them.° This is a
very significant fact in national life of the Unlted States,
It is the best :»siafeguard against the world-wide agitatlon
_and 2ll forms of extreme economic radicalism, Therefors,
it is a great part of agricultural missions to encourage
family farm ownership, It is one of the best ways through
which to spread the ownership of productive property; it
enables a group of people to own and control the tools of
their industry. Whenever anyone else or other group own
and control the means of a man's livelihood, they control
or own the man, This 1s the difficulty of minority groups
within a nation and 1s the danger especially on the mis-
sion fields, |

1. Williamson Ralph L.: We Need a Rural Philosophy, C.R.F.
B., No. 35, Sept. 1944, p. 5

2. Dawber, Mark A,: Agriculture Way of Life, C.R.F.B.,
Ne. 27-3, Dec, 1937, p. 3
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D. Principle of Cooperation

The third value has to do with the principle
of cooperatien. Reference has already been made to this
principle as 1t relates to the farm family. One can think
now of agriculture and rural life in general, It may seen
on the surface somewhat lnconsistent to stiress on the cone
hand the principle of wlde distribution of productive pro-
perty, as a matter of individual and also of social inte-
rest and value, and'new to stress the need of ceoperation
on the other hand, As these are examined more closely,(it
is hardly possible for these to be conflicting or inconsis-
tent, A person can cultivate all those things which go to
the making of his highest development s an individual end
at thé same tlme achieve thie in full cooperation with his
nelghbors in the community., The motto of the Christlan ru-
ral community is "all for each and each for all", Through
all the reaches of its program the church will seek to en-
courage thg spifit of mutual helpfulness and service, preach-
ing community cooperation as the practical expression of |
the Chrlstian law of love. One needs to regain in mo-
dern setting and application, the splrit and practice of
the ploneer rural community, with its clearings and barn-
raisings and other activities of mutual h.elpfulness.l Co=-
operation is Christian and cut-throat competition is anti-

L 4 L g - * . *

1, Smathers, Eugene: op. cit. C.R.F.B., p. 4
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Christian, Apart from its economic value cooperation 1s
an lmportant aspect of human relations, The farm makes
demands upon the community that industry does not make.
Agriculture and rural life have within them certaln com-
munity qualities that make for cooperative endeavor, KEco-
nomic cooperation can be secured only as the spiritual
aspects of cooperation have been recognized and developed.
ﬁRural life has tremendous possiblilities from the point of
view of such spiritual coeperation.l "Bear ye one anothers
burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ."2 Agricultural
missions shoulders the responsibllity in.z;aaking this a

reality.

E. Recognition of Holy Earth

The fourth value 1s that of’theflanﬁ; access to
the land and the use of the land as a means of livelihood,
"The earth is ths‘Lords and the fulness thereof."> Re-
verence for the soil is another element in ruralﬁphila-
sophy. If God created thé earth, so 12 the earth hallowed
and if it is hallowed, so must one deal with it devotedly
and with care that he does not despoil it, and be mindful
of His relations to ail beings that live on it. It must

¢ o - - * L] )

1. Dawber, Mark H,: C.R.F.B., No., 27-3, Dec. 1937
2, Gal, 6:2
3. Ps, 24:1
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be considered religiously, "Put off thy shoes from off thy
feet, fér the place whereon thou standest is holy ground,"l
Not only the possession of the 1and,‘but the usé
of land for agricultural purposes carriés with it signi-
ficant spiritual as well as soclal and economlc values,
A sufficient use of the land 1s the first criterlon of any
clvilization., Land is a teacher, Job had to face facts
when he concluded, "Speak to the earth and it shall teach
thee."a One cannotvattempt to control the earth, but its
still small voice has 1ts lmpression upon its servants,
land is as patient as a father but as stern as a judge.
The proper use of the land and the sense of holy steward-
ship will go far in establishing the Christlian convert,
Substltute the service motive for the profit motive and
land becomes the healing power for most of the convert's
ills. "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the
earth,"3 | |

F, Agriculture as a Means of lLabor

A fifth value arising from agricultural missions
i1s that of labor. The dignity of labor needs to be revived.
The education which many natives received was bookish and
tended to make them believe work with the hands was de-

* [ L [ 3 L] .

1, Balley, Liberty H.: The Holy Earth, C.R.F.B. , No, 1
June 1935, p. 4

2. Job 12:8

3. Matt, 515
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grading., As a resull many semicivilized natives despise
manual work,l These ideas need to be removed, for when
the thought of drudgery and heavy toill is alleviated, life
on the farm will be accompanied always by wholesome and
exacting labor., Llfe 1n agriculture offers relief from
the monotony of idleness, from the devastating time-kil-
ling, morally weakening trends of modern industrialism.
Working with one's hands in harmony with one's mind and
heart provides a Christlian discipline that cén best be
achievéd in a rural environment, in particular upon the
farm, Farming 1s more than a way of making a living; it
is more‘than a process of getting something materlial with
which ﬁo sustain life; it is a way of life which is wor-
thy of high honor and respect because of the rich spiri-
.tual values inherent in it, and the limitless opportuni-
tles 1t affords for the moral, cultural and spiritual de-
velopment of persons W&o practice it. LThe farmer and his
family cooperate with God in the creatién of food for his
children.2 Agricultural missions reaches the whole life
by proper emphasis in the right direction of labor and
all 1ts benefits,

Jullian 8, Rea, the Amherst graduate 1nAcharge of

the agricultural work at Kambini, reports that the

main features of the agricultural program carried

on with this school as 8 center include famine pre-
ventlon, the securing of new food crops and forage

[ L 2 L4 > L4 -

l. Ante,, p. 22
2. Ziegler, Edward K, A Christian Rural Life Philosophy

C.R.F.B., No. 67, Dec. 1941, p. 2
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crops, the development of markets for the dispo-
gition of money crops which the African Christlans
are taught to ralse, the development of new me=-
thods of cultivation, the inventlon and develop-
ment of labor-saving devices, the teaching of bet-
ter methods of preparing new and old foods, the
introductlon and development of new and better
varieties of graln, peanuts, beans and other seeds,
teaching the care and use of animals and their
products, Mr, Rea and other misslonaries in this
region are planning in the near future to develop
the use of the such natural resources as nut-bear-
ing trees, and troplical plants that can be used as
food or for thelr olls, medicinal plants and those
yilelding colors and dyes. 1In addition to this the
wives of the evangeliste at Kambinl have been taught
to make rough dishes by means of a simple potter's
wheel, boys have been taught to make baskets from
reeds grown in the neighborhood, and the use of a
weaving loom, lathe, bellows, oil extractor, drying
rack for fruits and vegetables and other mechanical
devices which have been 1nstalled. ‘

"I believe," concludes Mr. Rea, "that the Christ
that came that the African might.have life and
have it more abundantly will bless the type of
work outlined here, and use it for the real ad-
vancement of the Kingdom of Heaven on earth, This ol
alone will assure a delayed justice to the African.”

G, Summary

One could enumerate almost indefinitely these
values which agricultural‘missions share 1n reaching the
whole 1life as they are‘primarily inherent in ;ﬁfal 1ife
and must be revived and sustained 1f the convert is to be
ad justed in his new found faith., Perhaps these values
could be summed up as follows; worthy ideals grow out of
common things and daily life and, in particular, in con-

L d - * * - L]

1., Hunnicutt and Reid: op. cit, p. 128-129
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tact with nature; main impulses and satlsfaction must
come out of the individual in his new found falth and the
background of shared community life only as he 1s direc-
ted by organizatlons such as agricultural misslons whose
main object is to relate things of the earth to Christ,
"If this statement is accepted as the criterion
of agricultural misslions then certainly they have a part
in reaching the whole 1life of 'man, The native is in peril
of sellling out his.rural birthright for a mess of urban
pottage, This becomes more eviﬁenx as the’men seemingly
are forced to work in mines and other white-man Jjobs to
make a living., It 1is not too late to stem this tlde, We
may stlll rescue'for human soclety these native values of
rural life by the establishment of more agricultural mis-

sions,
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CHAPTER V

GENERAL SUMMARY AND COKRCLUSION

A, Purpose Restated

As stated at the outset of the present study,
the purpose of this thesis has been to present sclenti-
fic agriculture as a vitai aid in the promotion of evan-
gelism among the people of Natal and in the maintenance
of normal living so as to establish the Christlan convert,
The two main questions to be answered by the thesis were:
what 1s the relatlion of agriculture as an ald to evangelism,
and what 1s the functlon of agriculture as an ald to the
Gospel in reachling the whole life?

B, Summary

The procedure was to gain an insight into the
agriculture of the natives of Natal, namely the Zulus and
- Eafirs, prior to iBSO before European influence, This was
accomplighed by considering the production of crops and
the ralsing of cattle. The natives have been enshrouded
in superstitions which have influenced every phase of
their lives, especlally farming., It was shown how witch-
~ craft and splirits governed their planting and of the pri-
mitive methods employed. Many of the present day agri-

cultural problems were listed and discussed., Some of
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‘these were cattle ownership, population density, soll ex-
haustion because of poor cultivation, lack of workable
land, mlgrant labor system, unsatisfactory system of land
tenure, education too bookish, superstition and meager
existence, Many of the present day problems are so be-
cause of the superstition which continues to control the
natives,
| This was followed by showing what Christian
mlssions have done in the promoting of agriculture and
lifting the social conditions of men., Specific statlons
were mentloned and discussed so as to make the data more
concrete., Agricultural courses have been added to the
schools and missions and special demonstrators have been
sent out to rural communlties. All this has helped to
establish the Christian converts as tillers of the soil,
Next was shown how agriculture 1s an aid to
evaﬁgelism; for the Chrigstian missions in their evange-
listic efforts have found agriculiure as a supplementary
ald 1n.reacb1ng the masses for Christ, The unconverted
have seen the progress the Christian convert makes ih his
farmihg and 1t convinces them that it is an asset to
learn the scientific way. This chapter was followed by
an>explanation of the effect agricultural missions have
in reaching the whole life. Ways in which this was ac-
complished were: agriculture in providing farm home and

farm family, guldance in wider distribution of private
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property, principle of cooperation, pecognition of the

holy earth, and agriculture as a means of labor,

C. Conclusions
Many writers consglted in the preparation of
this thesls have stressed that agriculture is evangelisnm

jﬁét as medical or educatlonal work are also said to be,

It has been the standing idea of this thesis that evan-

gelism is the presenting of the_trath and l1life of Christ
by word and life in & way to persuade men to accept Christ
a8 Lord and Savior. Agriculture, medical and educational
work are’direct results of and alds to evangelism, ‘his
thesls has endeavored to show how agriculture aids e&anﬁ
gelism and agricultural missions reach out and 1nc1ude
the whole life of the rural native,

The final conclusion reached in this writing
is that agricultural missions must be emphasized in the
future if a strong 1gdigenous church 1s to be bullt,
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