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THE OPFOSITICN TO AMERICAN METHODISM UP TO 1836

INTRODUGT ION
A. The Subject Introduced

1., The Subject Examined

" 'Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays
thege couriers from the swift completion of their appointed rounds,’
said Herodotus of the messengers of the great Perslan king. That
boast has now been apgliedkto the agents of the mall service of the

United States government; it might have been with equal truth applied

1

to those itinerant preachers of early Methodism," In truth, this

was a plcture of the early Methodists of the American continent in
the beginning, espeﬁially during the period of the circuit riders,
There was a pqwer thgt overcame all pbstacles in their path which
was greater thankany‘material migh£‘emp1oyed in the world. And the

work was not easy.

"There is one thing about that early itinersncy which should
not be overlooked. It was as merciless a calling as ever
chzllenged brave men, We have spoken of mobs, of jalls, of long
rides through the rain, of nights in the open, of days in
the malaria-sosked swamps of the new frontier., 'How did they
ever stand it?' someone asks. The answer is that they didn't
stand it, They died under it.

They died, most of them before thelr careers were much more
than begun.....0f the first 737 members of Conferences to die--
that is, 211 who died up to 1847----203 were between 25 and 35

- years of age and 121 between 35 and 45.,..0f 672 of these first

1. Luccock and Hutchinson, The Story of Methodism, p. 218.
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preachers whose records we have in full, two thirds digd before
they had been able to render twelve years of servicel"

To sxamine closely =21l of the hardships of these early
Methodists would be an endless task for there was much of it, and
those‘who havé'?ritten about them heve had high words of praise for
the valor and self denial of these men.

Yet, there is a strénge paradok in the whole scheme of
things. As one reads sbout these men one seesg much of the herdship
of their lives. BuﬁkOhé also sees especially in their own writings,
a glorious sense of success and of achievenment for the Lord. They

spoke much about the hardships of their work, but far more about souls

won for Christ. When an unusually rough mob tried to break up a

certain meeting conducted;bylFrancisvAsbury in Charleston he remarks,
"I have more 1liberty to preach in Charleston this visit than I ever
had'before, and am of opinion that God will work here, but our friends

He

are afraid of the cross. This was typical of the reaction of these

early Methodists to the opposition against them, They were under the

impression, not that God was flghting their battles, but that they were

fighting God's battles. They would be beaten by ruffisns and the
next day, still bruised and sore, they would be exhorting these same
men to turn to the Lord. They:Were not going to fight men, they were
fighting the Devil, but they could never praise God enough for their -
successes no matter how meager they were.

LR A Y S I I B S

1, Ibid., p. 229
2. W.H. Daniels, History of Methodism, p. 514



These unschooled men matched their wits against graduates

of universities snd were cfﬁen victoricus--not ungecathed but better

1l

because of 1it, They went into the well-churched New England commun-

ities and there met even greater opposition, far harder to overcome
then the opposing mobs of the churchless frontier. They went into
any situation where there was a chance of saving men from eternal

doom., No storm was too bad, no mob too violent, no indifference too

1. This story is told illustrating the wit of Jesse Lee:

One time when, riding between Boston and Lynn, he fell in with
two young lawyers, who promptly ranged themselves on each side of the
itinerant and prepared for sport, :

"I believe you are a preacher, sir?” asked the one who rode on
his right.

"Yes: I generally pass for one."

"You presch very often, I suppose?”

"Generally every day; frequently twice, or more,”

"How do you find time to study when you preach sc often?" the
young lawyer on Lee's left asked.

"I study when riding, and read when resting

"But do you not write your sermons?"

"No; not very often,”

"Do you not often make mistakesin preaching extemporaneously?”

"I do sometimes."

"How do you do them? Do you correct them?"

"That depends upon the character of the mistake,”" Lee replied.
"I was preaching the other day, and I went to quote the text,

'A11 liars shall heve their part in the lake which burneth with fire
and brimatonei and, by mistake, I said, 'All lawyers shall have
their parte--'"

That so venerable a joke 28 this should not have been known seems
strange, but evidently 1t was not The young lawyer on Lee's left
rushed into the trap. "What did you do then?" he interrupted. "Did
you correct it?"

"No, indeed," said Lee calmly. "It was so nearly true, I didn't
think 1t worth while to correct it,"

"rymph!" snorted the young fellow on the right, "I don't know
whether you are the more knave or fool."

"Neither," the preacher quietly replied looking from one to the
other, "I believe I am just between the two!" (From Luecock and
Hutchinson, The Story of Methodism, p. 227.)
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impenetrable to hold back these men of the burning heart, A historian
who 1lived in the middle of the nineteenth century said, "Our Church has
never yet been frightened from its duty by difficulties. However hard
the work, or however great the danger, there have always been eager
volunteers fbr the service; and sﬁéh, no lessthan heretofore, is

nl png again in speaking of some of the

the state of the case today.
accomplishments of the earlier Methodists he says, they "learn how
to mollify megistrates, face down mobs, outwit the skulking Indian,
cut-argue the well-intrenched Calvinist, put out some of the false
lights of Unitarianism;and Uni#ersalism by preaching & Gogpel larger
and a greater salvaticﬁ then they ever offered, trample on State-
churchism 111 it hgs been ground into the dust, and thus, step by
step march down the:céntury."e

Thus, the?e are many questions that come to ones mind,
Where did these Methodists come from? Where did they get such a'
vision? What forms did the opposition take? How 4id these men over-
come the opppsition? What 4id that have to do in bullding the Methodist
Church? Perhaps the opposition was not so important as what was done
in spite of the oppogition, yet in order to understand what they did

it 1s necessary to understand the forces against which they had to

fight.

2. The Subject Stated and Delimited

a4

With this examination of the subject in view, the problem

1, Daniels, op.cit., ». 12.
2, Ibid., p. 371.
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of this study 1s to define, examine, illustrate, and interpret the
oppogition to the early Methodists in its historical setting in order
to ghow something of the strength and real accomplishment of this
movement. The opposgition to Methodism in England was much more
violent and prolonged, and there developed different results. That

is not the subject of this study. It is the imerican problem in

which this study is interested. Certain parts of the opposition
stuéied here will not be unique to those people called Methodists but
will be common to all religious peoples., There were, for example,
small groups of Moravians and Yennonites that had much in common

with the early Methodists but they became increasingly insignificant
in the American scene, Other ltems of opposition will be those had

in common with 211 early American and frontler people. Yet, the early
Methodist preacher gave them all one classification, simply saying that
the Devil was trying to stop the work of the Lord.

The time scope of this gudy will cover slightly more than
fifty years of the history of Methodism in America, Though unofficially
Methodists came to America during the middle of the seventeenth
century, they were notkcffmup&1importancefuntil just before the
American Revolution, The'Mathbéist Epiéccpal Crurch was not officlally
organized until 1784. The year 1836 has been chosen as the termination
of this study beeause‘at‘the Genersl Conference of that year, accord-

ing to many historians, there wasg somewhat of a change in the Methodlst
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ministry from the itinefancykto thé gtation,l This study will be
mainiy interested in the Methodist preacher as he went about his
work. A study will be made of the most important and most typical
men., Dominant among these will bé'thekitinerant preacher, Jesse
Lee, and Bishop Asbury who though‘bishcp,,lived as hard a 1life as
any under his supervision, /Iﬁ§idsnts from 1ives of others will be
used as illustrative materisl. The number of men‘and the range of
their activities make it impossible to study them 2ll in detail, yet
because they were all so similar, a surprisingly éccurate e%aluatian
of the opposition can be gathered from the study of a few,

The general geographic area studied will be the states
along the Atlantic coast, although before 1836 there were many praacharé

following the settlers inland, New England has 1ts place, although

~because 1t was Well egtablighed and well churched, the Methodlsts

did not have the success there that they had in the South and the VYest.
Most of the opposition during the American Revolution came from the
northern states while those on the wesgstern frontier were not so

conscious of the war,
The general matter of thls study will be opposition from

outside the Methodist fold. It is true that at times regarding certain

1. The itinerancy was the traveling ministry. The men who thus
traveled had no real home but went from place to place. "Location"

a2t one particular point or statlion during this period invariably meant
incapacitation. Those ministers who were stationed were the ones

that had worn themselves out in the itinersncy. After this period,
"locating" ministers at one or two churches became the policy of

the church,
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subjects the Methodists d4id not get along with each other, With

time there developed serious discussion and dissension on the

problem of the eplimcopacy snd slavery, which was to split the church,
Cn the whole there was no serious internal dissension during the early
reriod so it is of 1little use to bring that into this study. The
great trials arose from a hostile, self-assufed yet insecure, outside
world.

It is not within the scope of thils study to trace the
opposition to the Methodists back to England though some mention will
be made of that, On thé whole, all opposition, outside the Doctrine
of the Chufch and Calvinism, took on typically American tactics and
were for the most part an Americ&a‘reaction. Thug this study will

be 1limited to this country as far asis loglecally possible.
B. The Sigmificance of the Subject

In the light of all that is written about the history of
Methodism, how can such a subject be justified? The significance of
individual lncidents of‘cppoéitioﬁ has been stated here and there in
various histories and blographies of Methodism, but the general gather-
ing together of all of the@ hag for the most part been neglected. A
chapter now and thenhas been the extent. H. C. Decanver, in 1846,
published a catalogue df works in refutation of Methodlsm. These,
however, are mostly anlishkin érigin and the compilation was definite-

ly from an anti~§ethodist Wiewpo*nt with an attempt to invalidate all

Methodism, Many of the works are wmsigned, undated pamphlets.



The question then arises as to how much this opposition
contributed to the success of the Methodists., Tt is said that in the
first centuries of the Christian Church, the intense persecution of
the Romen Empire purified the‘Church and kept it pure thus strengthen-
ing it by that very persecution. Though this 1eg not an exact parallel,
there are some striking similarities.

Then too, in this study we have one answer as to how this

English group became strikingly American in spirit. It began as a

social movement in Englanﬁ and ended as an Lmerican Church,
C. The Sources

It is necessary to limit the amount of source and reference
material used in this study. A4s far as is known, such a study as this
has never beenkadequately made, However, there are numerous histories
and reference works whilch do supply material on this subject, so much,
in fact, that it would be_a 1life work to explore all., Therefore, only
standard histories have béeh gselected at thisvtime.

Not only must oﬁ@’11mit the amount of source materiszl for
this study but the type'of Qaterial must also be selected, The
reason for this is that there is much duplicztion of material espacially
in the secondary sources. Notably in the books of history must there

be selection. Thosge used in this study are as follows: Jesse Lee,

4 Short History of the Methodists. This was chosen because it is

the oldest of the histories of Methodlsm. It is limited and does not
have the perspective of épme of the later works, but it has something

of the personal experience of the first few years of Methodism in
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America, W,.H.,Daniels', The Illustr-ted History of Methodism has

been used because of the style in which it is writtén and the excellent

abllity he has of choosing the incldents relevant to this study.

Steverd, Higtory of the Methodisti Episcopal Church, l1s still considered
the classic in Methodlst histories. Tuceock and Hutchinson's, A Btory
of Methodigm, was written in this cenﬁury and not only has the correct
faects, but alsoc has the psrspective in looking back at the events in

the light of more than a century of progress. There will be sone

. reference to other hlstories +t0 clear up points that are missed in those

Just mentioned., Any other books used which include blographies,
pamphlets, and autoblographies, were used for what they had to offer
in the way of incident and illustration which go to prove the general
steatements of this thesis.

D. The Method of Procedure

The purvosge of this thesis will be to show the extsnt‘and the
importance of the early opposition to the Methodists in Lmerica. To
do so the period covered will be studied as a whole. A brief historical
background will be the first consideratlion to set the stage for what
follows, Because the time covers only =2 little more than fifty years,
there will be no attempt fo follow the years chronologically except as
incidents are related to the American Revolution. Ouitside of the
Revolution, bhoth before and after, the period is 2 unit in the history
of Methodlism. The opposition will be classified according to the

zeneral type, considering separately that concermed with the Revolutilon,
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the American frontier, the Established Church, and Calviniem, There
will be no specific geographical classification except in the cases
where the type of opvosition was confined to one area. Tllustrative
of this is New England where the Egtablished Church was the main

problemn,
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CHAPTER I

THE BERGINNINGS OF METEODISY IN AMERICA
A, Introduction

In order to more fuily understand the setting of this
study, a brief historical backgrouﬁd of Methodlsm up and through
the period studied is necessary. The approach 1s made in a way so
a8 to help best understand the American situation., English Method-
ism was different than Amerlican Methodlism yet the Americans are
directly indebted to the English, What Methodism did in England
is wonderful and in a sense miraculous, but the study here must be
limited to fmerica, It is hOpéd thet this chapter will accomplish
two main things. The first is 2 brief historical background. The
second is a comparison of ~merican Methodism and the Americanism of
that frontier pericd., In reality they might be considered a part of
a single whole. The early Methodism became Americanized almost com-
pletely after the War. In a direct manner the United States was
not officially conscious of the Methodists though the Methodists
were consclous of their country, and along with other religious
groups contributed some things to make the United States what it
was and is,

B. Brief Survey of Its English Beginnings

"If England to-day is not what England was then, if the English-
speaking world of the twentieth century differs in thought and



outlook from that of the eighteenth, it is to a large extent due
to the fact thet thisg little man turned his back on a career at
Oxford or a comfortable benefice within the Established Church
and went out to just such places as Voorfields to meet his fellows
Y?gn %il their guards were down and ca2ll them to a new kind of

e,

Thus Methodism at its beginning was quite unorthodox in the eyes of
the standing order. It was a reformstion, not particularly of reli-
glous doctrine but of the lives of men, As John Wegley himself wrote,

"Two young men without name, without friends, without either
power or fortune, set out from college with vprinciples totally
different from those of the common people, to opwose all the world,
learned and unlearned; and to combat populzr prejudices of every
kind, Their first principle directly attacked all the wickedness;
thelr second, all the bigotry in the world., Thus they attempted

e reformetion, not of opinions (feathers, trifles not worth nam-
ing!) but of men's tempers and lives; of vice in every kind; of
everything contrary to justice, mercy, or truth., And for this it
was that they carried thelr lives in thelr hsnds; and that both
the great vulgar and.tge small looked upon them as mad dogs and

treated them as such,"
Politically. socially, and spiritually England was sick
in the eighteenth century. Religlous and political controversies had
left running sores. Many, even in the church, believed that CGod was

defeated. Into this situation came Wesley's evangel. As Dr, Joy

gsays,

"Wesley's evangel was the medicine for that sick century. It not
only warmed hearts, 1t cleared minds, calmed fears, soothed nerves,
rebuked specific sing, and kindled a love for one's fellow men,
which did not end in fruiltless sentiment, but found expression in
gubstantial acts of benevolence. He taught men--men at the very
foot of the social ladder, and with small opportunity or ambition
to climb it--that they were sons of God, and that, though sinful
by nature and cholce, they might find pardon and peace, and the
joyous assurance of divine acceptance, Not content with securing

L B N I A B B

1. ILuccock and Hutchinson, op. cit., p. 14
2, James Richard Joy: John Wesley's Awakening, p. 9

1



guch change of heart--'conversion'--he insisted that the
gizzéﬁganfihggld d;monstgage thi genuinensis of his faith by
ging rth works mee or repentance,
The change in England toward the end of the eighteenth century is
mostly attributed to Wesley.
Wesley was a scholar. He had studied hard and had great

ldeas on living the Holy Life, But he had failed mainly because
he forgot the importance of the heart. FHe made a trip to America
in 1735 to convert the Indians but was a sad failure. He was merci-
less with himself in his personal habiﬁs and thoughts, but he
discovered that he could not work his way to heaven., Then one
evening at a little prayer meéting back in England he felt his heart
"strengely warmed." This was really the beginning of Methodism,
Until that time John Wesley had failed. When the Spirit of God
took over;.Wesley went out to change the face of the earth. A

complete story of what happened would take_volumes that have already

been written., We can say that Wesley compassed the whole of England

and many times went into Scotland and other parts of the Eritish Isles,

He did not start a new church. He was not much concerned with an
ecclesiastical reform. The church that d4id arise was patterned very
closgely after the mother church, jBasically the articles of religion
and the form of government were the same. It was not a church or
institution of any kind that he was after, it was people. It was
not the =stablished church that he was fighting, it was the bigoted

irreligious conduct of leaders and members,

1. Ibid., p. 113.



As a reform movement in Zngland, Methodlism succeeded; as
2 new church it accomplished little., It did not sweep England as
former reform had done, with a new State Church. The Methodist
Church in England was Wesley and when he was gone, though there
yet remained many Methodists, the movement in England slowly lost

its place in the limelight.
C. Survey of American Beginnings up to 1784

The story of how Methodism came to America is interesting
but long if given in detail. A brief sketch of important men and
incidents will have to suffice for this study.

Wwhitefield arrived in America in 1739, the natal year of
Methodism, for his first visit to America. In 1769 he made his
thirteenth and last trip to America where he died, During his times
in A&nerica he preached up and down the east coast. According to
Stevens he was "the gréatest preacher, it is probable in popular

2

eloquence, of a1l the Christisn ages,"” No wonder then that Tuckley

says, "To him while time shall last must be given the credit of
introducing the spirit of Methodism into the New World. Wondrously
did he oprepare the way for Wesley's missionaries.“3
However, during this period there were none that could
really he called Methodists. There is some controversy as to what
was actually the beginning of Methodlst organization in America,

. Abel Stevens: Hisgtory of the Methodlst Episcopal Church, Vol. T,
p. 101.

Thid., p. 32.
" James M, Buckley: A History of Methodlsm in the Unlted States,
Vol, I, p. 151,

-

W
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Philip Embury in New York or Robert Stravbridsge in Marylsnd, How-
ever, we can agree with Pilmoor, Garrettson, Lee, Boehm, and Bourne,
that Embury was the first,l He came to New York 1in 1766 and soon
after he was persuaded by Rarbara Heck to begin vreaching to the

people.?

Though Robert Strawbridge was from the same locality in
Ireland as Embury, there is no evidence as to the date of his
arrival in America, except that it was soon after Embury. With these
two nameg one can date the beginning of Methodism in America.
Congidering the newness of the country and the gcaréity of people,
1t grew rapidly. It seemed as though men were hungry for the Gospel
ag these sarly Methodists presented it. 3Some of them had heard it and
been convertsd under the Methodist itinerants in Englend and Scotland
and were hungry to hear it again,

These people wrote letters to England asking John Wesley
to gend them migsionsries, Two men, Boardman and Pilroor were sent
in 1768, 1In 1771 Wesley sent two other young men to America. These
men were Francis Asbury and Richard Wright, one of them to become
the lesding spirit of the Methodists in the New World: the other
after a brief ministry, to go back to England and never to be heard
of again., In 1773 two more men, Rankin and Shadford, arrived from
England, These men, helped by those they converted, traveled around
the colonies preaching, starting classes and societles. The result
of their work 1s seen in that some of their converts became the

® 8 8 2t 4 s e P e e

1. Thid.,, p. 142, These are men that have considered the subject

controversial,
2, Philip Embury and Rarbara Heck were both converted in Ireland

under John Wesley's preaching,



itinerants who carried on the work during the Revolution when all
of the "misslonaries" except isgbury went back to England.

The first conference of the Methodist church ﬁag held in
Philadelph;a in July 1773. There were present seven preachers, all
of them English, 411 of these by the time of the American Revolution
were forced to return to England except Francis Asbury.

The American Revolution was an extremely difficult time for
the Methodists. Their leaders were all English and for the most part
Tories as far as they had any political leanings. Thé‘followers of
these were looked upon with suspicion until they could prove their
loyalty. Wesley was definitely a Tory end made the bad mistake of
meddling in political affairs. Asghury said that he was sorry the
"venerable man" ever dipped into American polities.l The pamphlet
"s Calm Address to our American Colonies, by the Rev, Mr, John
Wesley, M, 4.," did more harm to thek&merican Methodiste than any other
one thing. The Engliéh preacrers in America had to return to England,
Some of them fled for thelr lives; some were driven out, and others
thoight it expedient for them to go. This 1s not strange considering
that they were Torles and that some of them distributed Wesley's
pamphlet which was definitely Tory and against the cause of American
independence. Some Methodists try to excuse Wesley of any real hostil-
ity against the Americans during this period on the presumption that
the "Calm Address" was a mistake that YWesley recognised and soon |

admitted. Other writers outright boast of Wesley's attituda.g

1., Stevens, op. clit., Vol. I, p. 301.
2, Buckley, op. cit., p. 199.




Therefore, Methodism came to 2 standstill during the Revolution,
though the native itinerants were still preaching. especizlly on the
frontier where the war was not being waged. Asbury himself preached
mogt of thiles time, though at times under great &ifficulty. Methodists
in sections where the British army was in control were given quite
the normal freedom in thelr worship though often thelr meeting houses
were taken over for use of the army. On the whole, the Methodist's
attitude toward the war was neutral in any political sense. Most of
them wanted freedom but they wereagainst war. Many were pacifists.
Asbury's attitude may be taken as typical; his job was té preach the
gospel no matter whereor under what circumstances., MNore details
concerning the war will be given in Ghapter two.

In a way, the Revolution, which had separated England and
tmerica, separated the American Methodlsts from thelr English brethren.
Wesley was still considered the leader but he himseif saw the advis-
ability of meking the American church independent. So in 1784 he’
gent Dr. Goke'over to organize the American Methodlsts into an
antonomous unity separate from Englaﬁd, and in the famous Christmas
Conference of 1784 the Methodist Episcopal Church was organized,

Tﬁis first period of Methodism in America wasg a period of
testing snd hardship but also of growth., The early itinerants, though
agsured that God would accomplish Hig will, were not always sure of
their sbility to do what God wanted., That thelr power came from Cod
cannot be doubted. Practically the only thing about which these
early itinerants were sure, was God, But that was enough for them.

They wore out themselves and their horses traveling a1l over the



Eastern Sesboard of this new country. They also went into the
frontier with the settlers as they moved west, This period set the
pace for the next when the circuilt rider traveled from coast to
coast, The Tirst Protestant sermon to be preached on the west coast
was delivered by a Methodist circuit rider by the name of Jason Lee.l

This was a time of preparation for the tremondous struggles
of the mext fifty years. This was only the beginning. but it was a
good bheginning., At the time of the first conference there were only
ten preachers and seven of them were English and were leaders. In
1784 at the Christmas conference there were over eighty.2 This
growth is significant, considering the fact that the number of
Methodlsts had decreased during the war. This increase was not from
England, from the mother church; it was the result of the preaching
right here in Americs, by men who heard God's call, Methodism héd
truly made a place for itself, ;

D. Ofganized Methodism inyémerica from 1734 to 1836

Though one most often thinks of any religious history in
terms of church history, the Methddists didnot start out as a chuhch.
Up until this time many pf then were members of other churches. Many

who belonged to no church, when they were converted, joined a church.

" Mosgt of the Metrodists went to ths Episcopal Church for communion,

baptism, and other religious ceremonies. Whenever they were allowed,

Iucecock and Hutchinson, op. cit., p. 295.

l.
2. The records themselves are not so precise as to the exact number,



the Methodists held their classes and preaching services in regular
churcheg, not distinguishing themselves in terms of a church or
denomination. However, Wesley and other leaders saw the need for
organlization. There was z2lso pressure from the peoplé for the
administration of the sacraments, for Methodists went into many
places where there was no ordained clergy., Thus was organized the
Methodist ®piscopal Church,

From this Christmas Conference of 1784 the ¥ethodist ftinsr-
ants on their horses went out to cover 2 continent. Some were sent
to established circuits for a year. Their home was thelr saddle and
all thelr belongings simply those which would fit into thelr saddle
bags., They would be gent into the frontler where they were assigned
not only to circults covering a largsz county or whole state but some-~
times even to establigh thelir own circult. They had no churches, no
regular apnointments. They were sent wherever there were men in need
of the Gospel of Salvation.

An inecident 1s told of a2 remark by a Methodist prescher
named Nolley which illﬁétrates well the expansion and travels of the
Methodists., One day Vr. Nolly was travelling in a remote section of
VMisgiselippl when he came upon fresh wagon ftracks, He followed them
and overtook a settler Just unloading hils goods on a new homestead.
After learning who Nolley was thekﬁan sald in disgust, "Another
Methodist preacher! I left Virginis for Georgis to get clear of them.

There thev got my wife and daughter, and T came here, and here is one

vefore T get my wagon unloaded!"
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"My friend," sald Nolley, "if you go to heaven, you'll find
Methodist preachers there; if you go to hell, T'm afraid you'll find
gome there; and you see how it is on earth, so you had better make
terms with us and be at vsace."t |

"By 1830 the frontier of the United States was west of thé
Missippi. 3By that time the circult-rider was west of the frontier--
its advance agent!"? Jesse ¥Walker entered S5t., Louis in 1818, Indiana
was entered in 1800, Hicﬁigan in 1808, 7T1linols was entered in
1804 and for twelve years was & single circuit. Fifteen years later
there thirty circuits, Jesse Walker's statement when he entered St.
Louis could well have been that of all these preachers: "I have come

in the name of Christ to take Saint Louils, and by the grace of God T

~will do 14,19

The degree of success these preachers achleved varied,
Some places they started large churches, other places only a hand-
ful were "gathered for the Lord.”" But the significant fact is that
they went-no matter what the hardship, opposition, or lack of success-
they went and preached the Gospel vherever they could find one or two
tc listen,

Puring this period the Methodlsts were organized into a
Church, They had their bishop and annual conferences, The early
bishops were circultl riders also., Rishop ~Asbury had the whole United
States as his circuit, and ride it he would though often he suffered
with a fever and the weather was bad., He preached, held conferences,
ordained preachersg, and acted as thelr adviser,

1. TLuccock and Hutchinson, op, cit., p. 293,
2. Tbid., p. 292
3, Ibid.



- BN ol N G AN b By B BN G B B BE BE B B B Ee

11

These early conferences weré looked forward to by all.
Théy usually lasted about ten days or‘twe=Weeks. They had preaching
as often as four times a day at some of tﬁém. The preaébers brought up
many items of business. There were always men'ta ordain and other
problems to congider, ¥en who had married or héd poor heslth werse
"stetioned" in an arez where there was not so much traveling. A
man had not quite received his forty dollars for his year's "salary"
(though they didn't\callkit salary then.,) Of course the main business
of these conferences was to appoint the preachers to thelr fields
of work, Many of them had ridden their faithful horses to the
conference and of course were free to go anywherein the world,
Within ten minutes after the ccnference was over they were on thelr

way to new appointments, some of them never to return,
E. A Comparison of Early Methodism with Early Americanism

1. The English Talint of Zarly Methodism
As has been mentioned the earliest Methodists were all
Bnglish. Consider the import of this in light of the fact that early
Methodism was having its beginning during all that periocd of unrest
just prior to the American Revolution. No wonder the preachers were
put in jail, fined, and mobbed; fleeing often for their very lives!
But though meny of the leaders were Torles and ¥Wesley

himself was definitely so, American Methodists tried to overcome

this. As has been said, all of the British Methodists left imerics

during the war except Asbury; and because he was himself pro-British,
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~ he faced meny difficulties, It was not long after the war that the

Yethodist movement became truly American,

The Qay in wkich this English taint was removed is shown
well by =, S5, Tipple in ris biography of Asbury, "The Prophet of the
Long Roed." This information from the 1ife of Asbury is important
because of the fact that this Eﬁglishmam became the leadlng spirit
of Methodism in America.

"This man, who wrought more deeply into “merican 1life, in its
gsoclal, moral, and religious facts, than any other man who lived
and acted his part in our more formative period, was an Englishman
when he stepped upon these shores, and an ﬁmerice when he breathed
out his life in 1816 in the home of his friend Ceorge fArnold. In
a letter to his mother, not long after his arrival in umaricm, he
wrote, evidently with much feeling, 'Cld Zngland for me, During the

war of 1812, when the presence of the Britigh not far distarit
from the house where he was a guest, was referred to, he sald with
even greater emotlon: 'They have no business here, Let them go
home from whence they came, T shall pray against them with my
mights that is all T can do.' The passing years had wrought the
change, but not time a2lone. Francis “sbury's earliest years in
tmerica were the stirringyears of the American Revolution,
They were days of sterm and stress. The experience through which
Asbury passed was nroviaentially ordered and divinely used for the
accomplishment of God's purpose. Historians of the Unitsd States
write of a revolution in fmerica in the elighteenth century, but
there were really two revolutions; for not only did the colonies
become free and independent of the mother country, but the
Methodist societles in America broke from the parent organization
in England, and the two revolutions went forward side by side to
complete success. It was inevitable that the bresak should come
in both cases sooner or later, but the organization of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in the United States was unquestionably hastened
by the revolt of the colonlieg and numerous signlficant events during
the period covered by the War for Independence

2. The imerican Tdeal for Freedom
America in this period was young and because of the vast

frontier there were centain things that were bound to happen., The

1. T, 3. Tipple: Francis Asbury the Prophet of the Long Road, p. 112-11Z

.
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country to whom Americans were supposed to give alleglance was many
weeks on the other side of the Atlantic; Americans were used to doing
what they pleased; they were a rugged péople gsettling in a rugged
country and thus developed a rugged individualism. %s long as England
let them alone, they were quite content to remain under the English
flag, but let leaders from the other side of the water who were as
proud in the eyes of the Amsricans as the Zmericans were "uncouth"

in the eyes of the English, try to tell them what to do and they were

willing to fight. Many of them had come to America for freedom and

now they had it and they were not going to give 1t up agaln. REven

the imerican constitution and its government were too much for some of
them. Patrick Yenry was eloquént in his attacks against the Constitu-
tion and the republican form of government. Thus, the ~fmerica into
which the Methodisgts came must be kept in mind,

Methodism grew from ten preachers at the first conference in
1774 to nearly one thousand by 1836. It had spread from only a fevw
preaching places to a grest many, almost covering the continent.
Tt had become an organized church with all of the necessary vorking
organs, It had accepted the challenge of frontier Zmerica and had

conquered.
¥, Summary

To understand the beginﬁing of Methodism in England one
must consider two factors: Jobhn Wesley and the condition of England
in the eighteenth  century. Wesley did not set out to start a new

church but because he was whaet he was and because he found England in
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skeptical and immoral state, a new church was the inevitable result,
In émérjca up until 1784 the Metrodists were a part of
English Methodism, ig early as 1739 Whitefisld came to ‘merica for the
first time, &reund 1760 one finds two Irishmen preaching in America,
Philip Tmbury and RbﬁérﬁUStrawbriﬁge. They were both converted under
Yegley's preack$ng.‘ In the years 1768 1771, and 1773, missionaries
arrived from England, sent by Wesley. The first conference of the

Methodist Church in Americas was held in FPhilsdelphia in July 1773,

.
e
o

During the Eovolutlion the Methodists had some very difficult
times because most of them were English and some were Tories.‘ Pertly
because of the Revolution and partly because Wesley saw the need for
a free imerican church, the Methodist Eplscopal Church was organized
at the famed Christmas Confereﬁce of 1784, From this conference,

the preachers went out to cover the continent within a few yesars,
Francls Asbury was made Bislhop and the country was organized into
conferences,

Barly Methodism and early Americanism were not compatible
at first bscause of the strong Englizh flavor of Methodism., The
Americans had an idesl of freedom that reacted violently against the
"Snglish tyranny." This reaction carried over to anything that was

Fnglish and thus included Methodism, However, during the period

following the Revolution, Methodlism became thoroughly imericanized.
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CHAPTER IT
POLITICAL AND SOCIAL OPPOSITION TO METHODISH

A, Introduction

. As was very briefly discussed in the preceding chapter,
there were two general conditions which caused much of the opposition
to the Methodists., The first was the connectiﬁﬁ of the Methodists
with England, The second was the ideal of freedom'which pervaded
the American people. Certain of the Methodist missioneries were
gulte indiscreet in their politibal acﬁion and thus they brought upon
211 Methédists the hatred and persecution of the people.

One also finds another point of conflict in the high moral

standards and the conscientious scruples of the people called Method-

“ists which 1s not only prominent during the revolutionary period but

also extends throughout the frontier period of American history, This
was caused by the fact that in the American ideal of freedom there
was much license. It is entirely natural that the Methodists would
preach against this abuse of freedom and oﬁ thdét account they were
sorely persecuted. Persecuted during the war because they were not
in favor of the spirit and practice of war and on the frontier because
they opposed the moral license practiced by those who abused the freedom
of the frontier.

Added to all of this were the natural hardships of anyone
venturing into the frontier. There were storms, disease, danger from

Indians and many terrors of the wilderness trail,

15
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The first consideration of this chapter will be the
American Revolution with all of its political and social problems.
The second part of the chapter will deal with the opposition on the

American Frontier.
R, The American Revolution

1. The English Background--a Cause of Persecution
3ays one who witnessed the afflictlons of the Methodists
during this period,
"They had almost insupportable difficulties, violent opnositions,
bitter persecutions, and grievous sufferings to endure. So many
of the preachers being Englishmen, and Wesley, who was considered
the founder and chief ruler of the Methodist societies, being in
England, and knowvn to be loyal to his king, and of course unfriendly
to the American measures, occagioned jealousies and suspic*oﬁs
that the Methodists were, politically, a dangerous people."
a, Anglo-American Preachers
The blame for such persecution does not rest completely
upon either the Americans or the Methodlsts. There were mistakes on
both sides but more than that, they all seemed to be caught in the
circumstances in which they found themselves. The English Methodist
preachers who were thoroughly loyal to their king were caught in
a dilemma when the Revolutlon broke out, Could they stay in &merica
and preach the Gospel and stilll be loyal to the king?
Some of them were like Rodda, an outspoken Tory.

"Rodda, like Wesley, labored under the impression that loyalty to

* e s e 0 08B e

1. Stevens, op, cit., Vol. I, p. 277-278.
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King George was an essential part of an Englishman's religion.
The rebellious spirit of the colonists aroused his wrath, and in
his efforts to withstand the manifest destiny of America he was
accused of circulating over his district, in Delaware the Royal
Proclamation against the rebels; on which account he was obliged
to fly for his 1ife. He took refuge on board a British man-of-war,
which had been sent out to chastisi those undutiful subjects; and
at length was carried to England.”

Renkin, likewise, was too outspoken and so was forced to flee in

like manner,

Other of the English preachers considered their work 1in
fmerica finished and returned to England, Shadford was one of these,
Stevens says of him, "He could not travel without a pass, nor have
a pass without taking the oaths.“2 Most of the states along the
eastern seaboard required Englishmen to renounce their loyalty to the
King and take an oath of alligence to the state. Later when Shadford
parted with Asbury to return to England he said., "My work is here
done: I cannot stay: it is impressed on my mind that I ought to go
home, as strongly as it was at first to come to America."’? He then
obteined a pass from military suthorities to go to Philadelphia and
get out. That night, however, he was accosted by an armed man who
presented a musket at his breast. Somehow he was allowed to proceed
and he says, "through the mercy and goodness of God, we got safe into
Chester that night, and the next night into Philadelphia. Here we

met three or four of our preachers, who like ocurselves, were all

refugees.“4

& 2% & s e 00 s

Daniels, op. cit., p. 426.
Stevens, op. cit., p. 3
Thid., p. 340.

Ibid,
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The cause of much of the hatred and persecution can be
traced to John Wesley himsgelf. It is generally acknowledged among
historians that Wesley made a bad mistake when he published his

pamphlet, A Calm Address to Our American Colonieg. Some think that had

Wesley known the consequences of such a publication he would not have
published it, In the Addressg ¥Yesley not only opposed the rebels but
he also opposed war in general. "He hated war, and knew too well
the devastating effects which war always has on the religious life
of the people who engage in 1t."1 The effect of this and othsr
statements of Wegley that reached America were far reaching and
sudden as far as the Methodists were concerned. For cne thing,
it dfove all the Methodist ministers except Asbury out of the country.
It brought upon all Methodists in the country a stigma that was very
difficult +to erase. All that was necegsary to hove a Methodist
persecuted, imprisoned, or tarred and feathered was for someone to
call out the word, "Tory" or "enemy to the country".? Almost over-
night friends becaﬁe enemles. No wonder Methodism lost ground during
this period., With thelr preachers gone and their lives in danger
because they were Methodists it is easy t6 see why very few were
induced to joln their ranks and why many left them.
b. Americen Preachers

4s has been meﬁtionad before, Frencis Asbury was the only

Englishman among the ﬁethodiét preachers who remained in America,

L R N R I )

1., Luccock and Hutchinséa, op. cit., p. 153.
2. Stevens, op. cit., p. 279.

1
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S50 1t was thet Asbury and a handful of native Americans were left to
shepherd the ¥ethodists on the American continernt, Upon them fell
the brunt of the political persecution of the angry colonists. Tt
seemed not to matter that many of them were thorough peiriots; they
were Methodlsts and =211 Vethodists were objecte of susplicion., Some
@f them, 1t 1s true, proved their loyalty and were glven some freedom,
Jesse Lee was not troubled hecause of lack of patriotism, but because
he was a2 pacifilst as were most of the w@thodists.l One could spend

a volume telling'of these men who carried the Methodlst evangel to
the yvoung reﬁublia, men like Jesse Lee, Freeborn Garretison, and
Joserh Hartley, Without men iike these and Francis Asbury, Methodism
would have indeed had a hard struggle for its very existence. They
were fined, put in jall, tarred and festhered and in many ways looked
upon asg enemies to the country,.

Francis Asbury was, indeed, an exile from several of the
seaboard states because of the flercensss of the persecution, Jegse
Lee in his History says that Asbury was in hiding for two years and
one month.2 Asbury, however, would qualify such e statement. Henry
Eoehﬁ who was fLsbury's traveling companion in his later years says
that he was with Agbury when he Tirst read lee's history3 and
that Asbury made record in his jJournal,

"I correct him (Lee) in one fact. ¥y compellad seclusion in the

beginning of the war, Iin the State of Delaware, was in no wise
a seagson of inactivity; on the contrary, sxcept about two months

L A N B A

For greater detall of this, see sectlion 2 following.

Jesse Tee: A Short History of the Methodists in the U.S.A.
heginning in 1766 and continued till 1809, p. 73.

. Fenry Boehm: Reminesgcences, pp. 291-292.

W o
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of retirement, from the direct necessity, it wes the most active,
the most useful, the most afflictive part of my 1ife., TIf I spent

a few dumb Sabbaths, if I did not for a short time steal after

dark, or through the gloom of the woods, as was my wont, from house
to house to enforce that truth T, an only child, had left father and
- mother to proclaim. T shall not bhe blamed, I hope, when it is known
to my patron, good and resgpectable Thomas White, who promiced me
security and secrecy, was himself taken into cugteody by the 1i-

4t horse pstrol. If such things happened to him what might I eX-
pect, a fugitive and an Englishman?"

Boehm mentions certain writings of that period that criticise this
notion of Asbury's and call it cowardice when compared with the trials
of John Wesley, Freeborn Garretﬁson, Benjamin Abbot and Joseph Hartley
who faced up to the persecutions rather than run away.2
Asbury tells something of the arrest and trial of\Judge
White in whose home he was hiding ét the time when the Judge was taken,
He mentions the day z2s "April second 1778" and that he spent the next
day in fasting and prayér for his friend.? Stevens telis that the

Judge was arrested on the charge of being a Methodist, and though
4

.As bad as thé‘persecution was during this period, in certalin localities

there were places of refuge such as Judge White's. The Methrodists
had made friends who knew thelr loyalty and so helped them all that
they could. In fact In the South and the West the Methodlsts could go
about their work unmolested by any feeling arising from the war.

In the Middle Atlantic Colonies the persecution was the
greatest, All the Methodists were looked up;n with suspiecion.

L A P L

£.3, Tipple (®ditor): The Feart of Asbury's Journal, P, 625,
2oehm, op. cit., pn. 292- 993
Tipple, The "eart of Asbury s Journal, p. 124,

. Stevens, op. cit,, Vol. I., P, 300,
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Wany of them went west during this period, thus preaching through-
out the frontier area. Many of the societles were dispersed or could
not assemble, many of their.male members were drafted, and when the
militia was celled out, had to go into the army to fight for their
country.l Lee says ijthe year 1776,

"The ¥Methodists met with some particular persecutions this year.

Mr, Agbury says on the 20th day of June, 'I was fined near Baltimore
five pounds for preaching the gospel.' Tt was with great difficulty
that our preachers could travel their cirguits on zccount of the war
which was spreading throughout the land."

At times the persecution was violent for feelings ran high
during the war,

"Freeborn Garrsttson another of our traveling preachers, was much
pergecuted., One day while he was riding in Quesn-Ann's county, on
the eastern shore of Maryland, sbout the beginning of July in the
same vear (1773), J. Brown met him, and taking his horse by the
bridle, began to beat ¥Mr. Garrettson over the hesad and shoulders
with a stick, and continued to bezt him for some time, and then
called to the servant in the field to come and help him. But

Mr., Garrettson getting loose from him, gave his horse the whip, and
rode off as fast as he could. ZRErown mounted his horse and persued
him, and taking a2 near way, he overtook him, and making another
stroke at him, by some m2ans Garrettson was thrown_from his horse
falling very hard, was stunned and nearly killed."?

This incident is typical of maﬁy that happened to Garrettson and other
of the itinerant prsachers., In Dorchester county, Maryland, Garrettson
was obndemned to Jall for preaching the Gospel. Meny evil men tock
advantage of the feeling of the war to vent thelr spite upon these

loyal citizens.4 Deniels very ably presents a plicture of this period:

Tbid., p. 415,
~Jesse lee, Op. cit., p. 60,
Tbid., p. 65.
For more detalls of thils see section 3 following,
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"Pedocord, another itinerant, was attacked and beaten on the
public rozd with such violence that he carried the scars to his
greve, Foster, Wren, and Forrest were thrown into prison, and
only released by their furnishing bonds for their future 'good
behavior': which was understood to mean not to preach any more in
the county. But there were always more counties somewhere, and
thus the brave pioneers held to their work, literally cbeying the
command of Christ, 'When they persecute you in this city, flee ye
intc another,' and patiently accepted the truth of his declaration
that, 'The disciple is not above his Master, nor the servant above
hisg Lord.'"l |

Truly the position of the itinerant was perilous., Danger
could not Ffrighten him from his work but sometimes the laws of the
land were such as to place insurmountable barriers in theilr path,

"In Maryland, for example, a test cath was ordered to be administered
to all doubtful perscns; which cath was a pledge to take up arms

in 2id of the Revolution if called to do so by the colonial author-
ities. Of course such oaths were not for the clergy; but the
itinerants were not'clergymen'; they were only 'preachers'; and
here was a convenient cudgel with which to belablor them, Whatever
may have been the personal politics of assbury, he had not come to
America to shoot men, but to save them; and therefore, after being
denounced as an Englishman, and escaping the death intended for him
by some active revolutionist, who put a bullet through his chaise
but falled to reach its occupant, he took his departure for the
Celony of Delaware, where the test-oath was not so rigidly enforced."?

2. The Pacifistlic Tendencies of Some of the Preachers

This leads to anothe? cause of persecution which grows out
of the EBnglish background of the Wethrodists as well as the natural
sugplicion of the peopie. Most of the Wethodists were pacifists.
"Some of the Methodists were bound in conscience not to fight: and no
threatenings could compel them to bear arms or hire a man to take their

places, Tn consequence of this, some of them were whipped. some were

1. Daniels, op. cit,, p. 483,
2. Ivid., ». 454,




23

fined, and some imprisoned; others were sent home and many were much
perseeuted."l Such treatment in time of war seems natural enough,
for in every war "conscientious objectors” are similarly trested,
Eowever, it was no doubt a heavier burden for these because‘they.
were also labelsd as "Bnglish" and “Tory".’ |

Jesse Lee's‘experience with the Army is the only dne that
we have recorded in detail, This experience is typical of what
happrened to many except that chers did nbt have 1t 28 easy zs Lee,

"He was drafted into the Revolutionary army, and was compelled to
g0 into camp., His conscience revolted from war, 'I weighed the
matter over and over again,' he says, 'but nmy mind was settlsd;

as a Christian and a 8 a preacher of the Gospel, I could not fight.
T could not reconcile it to myeelf to bear arms, or to kill cne

of my fellow-creatures. However, T determined to go, and to trust
in the Lord, and accordingly prepared for my journey.' Fe was
nearly itwo weeks on his way to the caump. On the evening that he
came in sight of it he 'lifted up his heart to God, and.' he adds,
"megought him to take my csause into hig own hands and support me
in the hour of trial.' He was ordersd on parade. The sergeant
offered him a gun, but he would not take it; the lieutenant brought
him another, but he refused it. The lieutenant reported the case
to the colonel, and returned again with 2 gun and set it down
against him; he still declined to take it; he was then delivered
to the guard., The colonel came and remonsirated with him, hut
unable to answer hils objections, left him again to the custody

of the guard, Far away from his brethren, solitary amid the
clamors and vices of the camp, considered as a fanatic or a

maniac, he knew not what would be the igssue of _hig singuler condition
but he was determined to obey his conscience,"

Lee spent much time in prayer while under guard and his
peace and security in God never left him. That was the first and
last night that he was under guard, TIn the morning-as hbegan preaching
and touched the hearts of many of the soldiers., Again the colonel
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talked with him on the subject of bearing arms, but he says, "T told
him T could not kill a man with good conscience, but I was a friend
to my country, end was willing to do anything T could while T continued
in the army, excent that of fighting."l For the rest of bis service
in the arny Lee drove the baggage wagon contimiing to preach whenever
he had opportunity.

There was never any doubt as to Lee's loyalty but other
preachers were considered Torys and that, along with their pacifism,

brought them much persecution and hardship.

3. Political Confusion and Practical Christianity

The general unrest and confusion of the war periocd was the
caugse of much persecution that cannot be blamed directly on thewr,
People were stirred up and violent, and the ¥ethodists were among
those who were objects of thls wrath. NManvy of them were i1ll-treated
merely on heing accused of preaching the CGospel. On the twenty-fifth
of February, 1780, Freeborn Garrettson wag judged and condemned in
Dorchester county, Maryland, for preaching the Gospel., Two deys
afterwards he was thrust into Cambridge prison, and the keys were taken
away to prevent his friends from administering unto him.2 Lt another
time Garrettson was nearly beaten to death for no other offense than
that of being a Methodist preacher,

The experience of Jokn Hartleyv is worthy of note, In Queen
inn county he was "bound over" in penal bonds of five hundred pounds
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not to preach any more in the county. So he went to Talbot county.
Here he was put in priscn where he was kept for considerable time,
However,khe took up his minlstry from the window of his cell. Soon
great crowds came to hear him and the work of the Lord progressed
faster than ever. On Sundsys the people came for fifteen miles
around to hear him preach and many were'canverted. The feseling ran
so high in favor of Hartley that the maglistrates were glad to turn
him loose on the condition that he would preach no more in Talbot

county.1

4, The Results of the Poiitiﬁal Dp@csition

Though it was freély maintained that the Methodist body
wag an agency for Tory propagan&a, thers was no proof of that
assertion. In New York the ieading Methodists were thorough loyal-
ists., Elsewhere the membershlp was divided as to political sentiment,
However, the prejudihe agalinst ihe Methodistes was so pronounced that
many innocent individuals suffereﬁ.

a. The Methodists were separated from the English Methodists,

Such condipicnskare‘boﬁnd to have some ensuing results,
and indeed they did have. As has been said before, 211 of the English
preachers except Asbury hurried back to England. The result of this
was virtually to sever the American Methodists from England. Though
they still showed a reverence for John Wesle& and a willingness to
take his orders, they wsre réally now free,
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This "tended to show John Wesley the advisability of setting
up an American Church. It 1s to bhe doubted that the organization of
the Methodist Episcopal Church would have come at 21l or at least not
as soon as 1784, had it not been for the permecution of the Methodists
during the war in the face of their real lbyalty to Americs, It is
true trat the Episcopai Church in America faced the same persecution,
Yet when their English clergy returned to‘England, they did not have
the native leaders to take over. One can little doubt that the credit
for the continued growth and strength of the Methodlists 1is owed to
those native itinerant preachers who literally gave their lives for
the sake of the Gospel they were called to preach.

b, The Methodlists were scattered over the continemﬁ.

Another result that has far reasching claims upon the
success of the Methodists In the years to come was the fact that
the persecutions scattered them throughout the frontier of America,
Thus, when the war was over, there came from all parts of the west,
through the meill and personal entreaty, the call for preachers to
come, It caﬁnot be doubted that such a condition was an important
cause of tremendous work which was undertaken by the circult riders
in the next fifty years. Surely if 1t had not been for this scatter-
ing of the pecple called Methodists, the Eethodist Church today would

not be the biggest Protestant body in the United States,
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¢, The Methodists were purged of weaklings and undesirables,
& third result, which is importaﬂﬁ but difficult to Judge
gs to its effect upon the growth of Methodism, was the fact that the
persecution tended to weed out many of tvose who were not of strong
character, The records spend very little time in discussing or
evaluating this result bscause those that fell by the wayside are
no more heard from and those who persevered are the ones who, with
the help of God, bullt the American Methodlst Church. HMany of the
Znglish preachers that returned to Englémd were good and great men,
However, they made 1little lasting contribution to the American
church.as such, except for the fact that many of ths grez2t souls such
as Lee, Garrettson, Hartiey, and Abbott were converted under their
preaching., Many of them were great preachers but they 4id not have
the courage and vision of Francis igbury to carry forward Methodism
in a new country. So it can be sald, at least of meny of them, that
their return to England was an asset tc the American Methodists.
Thus when the peace came in 1783 and a new nation entered
he family of nations, it was timely too for a new church to enter
the family of churches, "Asbury might well say, 'I am truly sorry
tha* the venera®le man (Wesley) ever dipped into the politics of
‘merica, ' Tut, sorry or not, the harm had been done, and 2 breach
created which made it impossible much longer to conduct the work in
imerica merelv as a branch of & main movement in England.™l
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‘G. The American Frontier

In the face of =211 manner of troubles and persecutions the
Methodisgts contiﬁued to preach the Gospel. aTheir‘message, though as
broad as the scriptures would permit, contalned two main emphases.
The first was a condemnation of all mnanner of sgpecific sins. The
second was that the grace of God is free for all men and avails
for even the vilest sinner and can save him from his gin, There was
a definite note of joy and gladness in their hearts when they saw
sinners brought to Christ. | |

In the face of such a message the Devil was ever at work,
Svil people of the frontier did not 1like these preachers because
they exposed wickedness wherever theyﬁmund it. According to the
Methodist preachers the m@%s'and ruffians of the frcntier were the
work of Satan himself, Indéedq throughout all the history of the
Christian Church one finds this sort of persecutlinn wherever the
Church condemns Specific evils of the day.

In spite of the troubles of the frontier ag well as those
of the war one need not think thet these ¥ethodlists beceme victims of
2 persecution complex, In fact the writings of these men who
endured these experiences, speak far more of the glory of winning
souls for Christ than they do of the hardships through which they |
were passing.l It is only in the light of contemporary history amék
through the eyes of some of the men who lived through this périad

1. See TIntroduction, p. iv.
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and then stopped to look hack, that we see the true picture. Jesse
Lee, Fenry Boehm, and Francis Asbury have comparatively little to say
about the hardships. Yet, such hardships were important to the
development of the early Methodigt church -- seen as much in what

these men did as 1In what they said.

1. The Indian and the Natursl Parriers of the Frontier

inerant ministry of the ¥ethodist church of this

‘n.lo

The it

®©

time was not & task for weaklings., It took a2ll there was of 2 man
and very often his 1life in the early years of his ministry. Many
died in the worlk from disease and the dangers of the frontier. Others
were so broken i health that they could no longer travel and 80 were
gtationed in one locatlon where the people were close enough together
te be ministered to with little travel., They were truiy heroes, and
only men of suel caliber could have done whet they did. MNartyrs?
Some of them, no doubt, could be called so. Yet they would not have
themselves called martyré, for they succeeded in conaouering the
fields into which they went,
Daniels says of Yiiliam Yatters who was the Tirst native

born Americen tc enter the ﬁetﬁodist itinerency,

"To enter this ministry was to face the certainty of poverty,

privation, dangers, ridicule, and opposition. with a good

prospect of mob violence and martyrdom; end in this view of

the subject the act of this young men in leadling what was to be

the long column of ‘“merican itinerants wag one of the most
‘hercic things ever done in this country."l
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a, Indians
The Vethodist itinerants along with the other pioneers on

the frontier were confronted with the problem of the hostile Indian.
"he red man was not content to remain still and watch the progressing
encroachment of the white man upon his hunting grounds. Thus,
American history tells of massacres, scalpings, and numerous encounters
with the Indlans., The history of ¥Wethodism 1s not different from
American History in this respect., It was considered one of the ordinary
dangers of the road when the roll-call of the frontier conference
would bring out among other responses, "XKilled by the Indizns,”

"Yow many ftinerants fell victim to their zeal and faithfulness

it is not possible to determine; but the chance of being pierced

by an arrow or a bullet and of being scalped afterward, wase one

of tre ordinary dangers which the itinerants of those times and

regions delliberately encountered. If they escaped 1t was_well;
if they were killed, they only reached glory the sooner.”

b. Storm, Flood, Cold ‘

These men, however, had even e greater barrier on the
frontier than the Indian., Such things as cold, storm, and flood,
took a toll of thelr strengtﬁ, Richmond Nolley gave his 1ife to the
cause ard died on a trip from freezing weathsr.? The preachers
themselves might be blamed for such hardships, for they never turned
back, It seemed as though they were under compulgion to zo on to the
next place of service, ralin or shine, and go they did, Francils
fgbury is one supreme example of these itinerants, There is a
statue of him that gtands in Washington. It stows 2 rider in bronze-
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but a rider Tar different from the general equestrian monuments

in the capitol city. Thig rider is weary, and astride a weary horse.

The fatigue of hard trails lies heavily on man and beast.

fac

"Even the high collar of the riding cane has failled to keep out the
chill and the rain and the snow. The legs of the horse are heavy
with mud., The boots of the rider are alike bespattered. There is
a Teeling of intense exhaustion, even in the cold bronze. BRut,
from under the wide brim of the low hat, two burning eyes loock out,
Those eyes see little of the wilderness traill, with all its hard-
ships. They see a new nation at birth., They sse thst nation
devoted to the service of God. 2nd it is not so much because of
the incredible toils which he endured as because of the boundless
vigions which he followed that Francis Asbury rides to-day in the
nation's canpitol.”

And because Franclis Asbury was the man that he was, he could

e the hardships of more miles than even the great founder of

Methodism. John Wesley. Dr. Tipnle condenses this phase of his life

in a2 paragraph:

"Asbury was constantly in personal danger. Wolves follow him;

his horse falls; he crosses the Patomac in an ovpen boat; he is lost
in the swamps of South Carolina --'C hov terrible to be here in

the dark.' 1in the blackness of the night he is bruised by trees;
hisg saddle turns and he falls from hils horse; he fords the Catawba
and finds himself 'among the rocks and in the whirlpools,' egscaping
with difficulty; through another's carelessness he is 'nearly burnt
un'; he falls downstairs; his horse, startled, throws hin intc a
millrace, and his shoulder is hurt; a2 whirlwind. acconpanied by
hailstones 'of such a size that three stones filled = pint measure'
nearly overcomes him; his horse falls on the ice, and Asghury's leg
is caught under him; night overtakes him the mountains, 'among

the rocks and woods and dangers on 211 sides'; he has to 'swinm a
long creek'; ruffians seek hiﬁ life, a bullet grazing his head as
he rides through the forest,"
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c. Disease
Perhaps the greatest foe of the frontier preacher was
diseése. And there is little wondsr, with bodies weakened by over-
work, undernourishment, and lack of'sleep. Lsubry was rezlly unfit
for travel much of the‘time he was on the road, He writes in his
ournal for July 14, 1774, "I have now been sick near ten months, and
many days closely conflined; yet I have preached about three hundred

times, and rode near two thousand miles in that ime; though very

frequently in 2 high fever."' Agein on July 8, 1782, he writes,

"I am sick and weary--zh! how few are there who would not choose
strangling rather than 1ife and the labors we undergo, and the

hardships and privations we are compelled to submit to! Blessed

be God, we have hope beyond the grave."2

"He journeyed when he hsd a kind of chill and headache; he

went more thean six hundred miles with an inflammatory fever and
fixed pain in his breast:; he traveled for a period of four months
during which he was constantly 111, and covered not less than three
thougand miles: he went when he had a2 boil on his face and another
on his eye; when his leg was inflamed; when his breast was inflamed;
when he had influenza; when he had a 'putrid sore throat'; when he
nad a2 toothache; when he had a high fever; when he was so weak he
was resdy to faint; when he was in pzin from head to foot; when he
had a running blister on his side; when he was so 1ill that his
friends expected his speedy desth; so i1l that to him death would
have been welcome; when he had only strength enough to write in his
Journal, 'pain, pain, pain'; through rain and snow, through hest,
drought, and dust, without food, without drink, over mountainsg,
through deep rivers and muddy creeks, on, on, on, day after day,
month after month, vear after yerr, one decade, twq three, four
decades, until he reaches the end of the Ro=d and is at rest."

Tipple, The Heart of Asbury{s Journal, p. 69,
Ibid., p. 210.
Tipple, The Prophet of the lLong Road, p. 172.
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The example of Francls Asbury is used for it is typical of
all the itinerants, The only difference lies in the fact that the
leader had for his circuit the whole of the United States that was
settled, while his zssociates had shorter circuits of only one state
or a few counties,. ind he sﬁrvived gsuch a 1ife longer than most of
them! Was it the "Long Road" thot made these men the giants and
heroes that they were? ?robably not, but it tested, tried, refined,
and toughened the steel out of which they were made! |

4., The Road They Traveled
 Besides the hardships of the natural elements and of
- digease there werekﬁther conditions of the "Road" that were far from
desireable., At the end of aylong hard trail they had no soft bed to
sleep in, ﬁor time nor place to study and read., Asbury says of
such conditions,
"In many circults the preachers have hardly an opportunity of
- reading their Bibles, much less anything else. A great part of -
the day 1sg taken up in riding, preaching, and meeting the classes;
and very often at night there is a large family, dbut one room for
2ll, and sometimes no candle; so that I think it would be well,
under such circumstances, if the preachers could have one spare
day in every week for the purpose of improving themselves,'"™
Yost of these men were truly men without homes. The only things they
a?mld rall thelir own WSrektheir horse and saddle bags. Yet they had
many homes, for the people learned to 1$vé them aﬁd the home of every
loyal Methodist was open to them. They were as Abraham, " sojourners”
in the 1and,\and a8 their Master ﬁhey had no place to ley their heads.
Yodern scholars may "smile" at theirkmetbods and find flaws in some of
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their theology, but the devotion they had to their task is not metched

by today's preachers.

Pighop Asbury tells of his experiences on the road in

Tennessee:

"What a road have we passed, Certainly the worst on the whole
continent. even in the best weather. Yet, bad as it was, there
were four or filve hundred crossing the rude hills while we were.

T was powerfully struck with the consideration that there were

at least as many thousand emigrants annually fror East to West.

We must take care to send preachers after these people. We have
made one thousand and eighty miles from Philadelphia; and now, what
a detall of sufferings might I give, fatiguing to me to write, and
perhaps to my friends to read......I too have my sufferings,
perhaps pecullar to myself---no room to retire to; that in which
you sit common to all, crowded with women and children, the fire
occupied by cooking, much and long-loved solitude not to be found,
unless you choosge to run out into the rain, in the woods, 8Six
months in the year I have had, for thirty-two years, occaslionally,
to submit to what will never be agreeable to me; but the people,

it must be confessed, are among the kindest souls in the world,

But kindness will not make a crowded log cabin, twelve feet by ten,
agreeable; without are cold 2nd rain, and within six adults, =2nd as
many c¢hildren, one of which is all motion; the dogs, too, must some-
times be admitted., On Saturday I found that among my other trials
T had taken an uncomfortable skin disease; and. considering the
filthy houses and filthy beds I have met with, in coming from

Kentucky Conference, it 1s perhaps strange that I have not caught

it twenty times., T do not gee that there is any secur%?y against
t

it, but by sleeping In a2 brimstone shirt, Poor bishop.

According to Daniels, the chief struggle of the day was with

distance.g Philip Catch, who entered the itinerancy in the same year

as Williem Watters, had the whole of the State of New Jersey for his

parish. On May 16, 1806 at the age of sixty Asbury writes, "Since

April 16, 1805, T have, according to my reckoning, traveled five

thousand miles."3 And these men did not have the éir conditioned

WO

s B

LR B AR A I RN Y .

Toid., pp. 537-538.
Daniels, op. cit., p. 372.
Tipple, The Heart of Asbury's Journal. p. 576.
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pullman cars in which to ride! Neither did they have the automobiles
nor the fine roads that cross Americas today! They traveled on horse-
back and by foot, over trails that were all but impassable even in
good weather, Thus, few as they were, they accepted the whole of the
country as their parish and covered it even when they had to make new
tralls, YWherever men made trails into the wilderness there these
itinerants followed them,

One cannot say that distance in their travels was entirely
negative in its contribution, Though it slowed them up in their
attempt to reach every man it gave them time to do thelr resding énd
thinking., As difficult a2s it was to read in the saddle, that was
about the pnly time they had for it, They would compose thelr sermons

as they traveled from one place to the next. So the time was not all

lost,

2, Frontier Rowdyism -- License of‘Frontier Freedonm
The hardships of the American frontier discussed in the

former section were of a natural type that any ploneer might encounter,
The Methodist itinerants, however, met another kind of opposition
which proved to be especlially difficult in their particuiar work,
Satan ever places his human agents in the way of the Christian mission-
ary and-the American frontier harbored its share of these!

"It is notéworthy how a2 holy daring, an almost reckless abandon

hag characterized the itinerants of Christian history....They

were always in the forefront of every peril, counting not their

lives dear unto themselves so that they might finish their course

with joy. Fearlessness 1s an essential element of a conquering

faith, and this the M¥ethodist itinerants never lacked. WWhy should
they be afraid? The man who 1s here to-day, anéd to-morrow forty
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mileg further on, need have no fear of the wrath of hearers whose
consciences have been awakened and whose unholy practices have
been denounced, But this is not the explanation., What they
possessed was the holy venturesomeness of consecrated men, which
always carries with it tremendous powers of conviction and
persuasion.”

This opposition was similar to much that happened during
the -Revolution, 1In fact there was many a moral reprobate during the
Revolution that used patriotic excuses for persecution of the severest
sort. Since the trials of the Revolution have been troroughly dis-
cussed this section will deal mostly with,those frontier troubles
not relsted to the war,

Moral conditions on the frontler were desperate., Keuntucky
at that time was on the edge of the western advance. The moral
conditions were very low and thé przachers entering the country
aroused intense hostility, mainly because they preached against
apecific moral evils.2 tnd such was thelr purpose. Benjamin
Abbott was an itinerant that went into the worst areas of lawlessness
and crime. "Such a2 bold invasion of the strongholds of Zatan was
likely to be resented by that great adversary of soculs, and various
and desﬁerate were the efforts made by hls servants to frighten or
defeat this sturdy évangelist." At one vplace he heard of a crowd
of ruffisns who had threatened to tar and feather any Methodist
preacher who should venture to open his mouth in their settlement.

But the settlement was in his line of duty and there he went--

though he says he considered the disagreeable effect of tar to his
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clothes and hair! When he arrived at the house where he was to
preach he was trembling so that he could hardly speak. He gave
out a hymn but no one sang. So he knelt in prayer. Refore the
prayer was over ths Spirit of God fell and he says, "it instantly
removed from me the fear of man." He preached so powerfully that
there were tears in the eyes of many, even of those who were hisg

enemies.l Truly, it was by means of praver and bold prsaching that

these itinerants were able to conquer their enemles most of the time!
a. Mobs
4s the itinerants went into the communities and preached
against the specific evils there, it often seemed as though the very
forces of evil came out against them in the form of mob violence,
In Charlestown, Asbury was trying to hold z conference and twice in

one day he was attacked by a mob.2 This was but another trial that

they were ready to endure as part of their work, In places on the

white men "who had a constitutional hatred for all ministers, especially

3

these,” as from Indians and storms. Almost every new community

in which the Methodist went there were mobs thast were bhent on hindering

and stopping the work of the preachers if that was possible. The
strange thing about 1t was th-t theyv very seldom succeeded, It is
2 human story znd one finds various things other than the religious
eadeaﬁorg of the itineresnts thot helpe to ouell the wobg, Henry
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Boelm tells of 2 time when he went into 2 new community aboutl

ten miles from Wilmington and with some of his brother preachers

~had succeeded in setting up = soclety of Methodlsts. He describes

dent: .

wde

this inc]

¥

"fhen we filrst preached there some tried to mob us. They

zathered around the door and tried to rush in and seize us, T
wasg prezching, and Brother Funter was with me., There was a strong
man wrho stood at the door with a stons In his hend and tookx sides
with us, and threstened to ¥nock down the first man who touched us,
50 he frightened the rowdies, and we preached on unmolested. He
wag 8 large Irishman. and one rsason he interested himeelf ac much
on our behalf was that Rrother Hunter was an ITrishman, anf he

was determined that his countryman should not be abused,"

]

There were gtill other incidents of mob action that di1d not

O

turn out so fortunately for the preachers. They were beaten and theres
were many fights brought on by the well-meaning allies of the preachers,
There are even Iincidents where the preackers themselves were not
content tc be passive resisters when it came to mobs and rovdies.
Peter Cartwright was one of thnse, Bangs tells of an incident during
a carp meeting when a crowd éf rough fellows came to break up the
meeting, Tt turned into a free-for-all, with the preachers taking
part., Cartwright himself a man of great physicel prowess had a hand
in roughing up a few of the rowdies including their leader., The next
éav 2ll of the preachers in camp except Cartwright were so consclence-
smitten by what had happened, that none of them would get up and
preach, However, Cartwright toock over and the camp meeting went on
as usua1.2 But such incidents were comperatively few, for those
et

1. Roehm, op. cit., pp. 169-170.
2, Stevens, op. cit., Vol. IV, pp. 373-375.



preachers more often won by the power of thelr personalitiss and

of God than by physical prowess., A more typlcal scene ls that of

a preacher preaching the mob under conviction for thélr sins.
Often the action of the mobs took on the forwm of the

destruction of property rather than of life.

"The first meeting house that was ever bullt by the Methodists
on the eagtern shore of Maryland, was in Kent county, about 9
miles below Chester town, in the spring of 1774, and was called
Kent meeting house. Many of the wicked neighbors were violently
oprosed to the vullding of that house, and after the workmen
had prepared the frame in order to raige it the next day, some
evil designing men came in the night, and bf@ke the rafters to
pieces, to prevent the house being raised."

Francis Asbury tells apersonal experience that he had when
he wes travelling on the frontiers:

"7e rode down to the Crab Orchard, where we found compsny enough,

gome of whom were very wild., We had a conpany of our own, and refused
to go with them, Some of them gave us very abusive languege, and

one man went up on & hill above us, and fired a pistol toward our
company. We resoclved to travel 1in our order, and bound ourgelves

by honor and consclence to support and defend eaech other and to

see every man through the wilderness. But we ~ould not depend

upon wicked and unprincipled men, who would léave and neglect us,

and even curse us to our faces."

Such seemed to be the nature of many groups in which the frontier
itinerant found himself,
b. Indifference
One bf the types of opvosition on the.frontier which was
even more difficult to combat then the mobs., was that of indifference
to the Gospel, ‘fsbury tells of coming to a town, "that seat of sin,"
where the people were gay and idle and he says about thisg, "I am
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afraid T shall spend nine or ten days here to little purpose,"l
There were no mobs of ruffians but it wasg o harder barrier to vpisrce
than 1f there had been. The men that went out to take St. Louls were
so discouraged about that place that all except Jesse Walker left for
more fertile fields. FHe too almost gave up but stopped after he hsd
ridden a2 few miles and thought of his fallure. Thinking of the power
of God that he had 2t his back, he turned around and went back to
"Take St. Louis". And take it he did.°
Henry Poehm tells of his experiences at Reading, Pennsylvania

in 1803:

"I hazd made an appointment to preach in the court-house at

Reading but the commissioner refused to give up the key, sc a

large number who had zssembled were disappolnted, There was in

this town a &eep-rooted prejudice agalnst the Methodlsts, which

continued for years, “hen T passed through Reading in 1810 with

Blshop Asbury the boys laughed a2t us,...and sz2id, "There go th

Yethodist preachers.' They knew us by our garb, and perhaps thought

it no harm to ridicule us....Tn 1822 T succeeded in planting

¥Methodism in Reading, and formed the first clasgs there----We

put up at 2 public-house, for there was no family to entertain us,

Some young men rented the school-house for us tonreach in, but

we still met with much opposition and ridicule.”

¢. Immorslity, Drunkenness, Lfdultery
By far the most frequent type of oppositlon on the frontier

came Trom indlviduals who were under the influence of ligucur and
the spirit of evil, g type of opposition thet one finds wherever
there is evil to be fought against, Things similar to thie meeting
described by Asbury happensd many times and in meny different

L A A I I R I I I )

. Ibid., p. 365,
Steven, op. c¢it,, Vol IV, pp. 361ff,
. Poehm, op. cit., pop. 108-109.
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communities:
"In the afternoon there was an uproar among the people. Some
intoxicated young men seated themselves by the women, and refused
to remove until compelled. They fought those men who came to
take them away, and when the presiding elder interfered they struck
at him, and one of the guards slso, who was helping by order of
the constabls, The Owego gentry fled away cackling falsehood like
wild geese. One ¥emp. chief bully, arrested &, Cwen, on Monday
morning, for Sabbath-breaking, drunkeness, and fighting of this Kemp
and his crew, The presiding elder was charged with having struck
¥emp and his crew, and then running awzay. Nor was the poor bilshop

spared, He too had been fighting. Tt was well for him_ that he was

not on the ground at the time. I was cquiet in my room!

Philip Gatch was in need of 211 the courage that he could
muster to continue his work, In Maryland a ruffian attempted to strike
him with a chair while he was kneeling in prayer. On another occasion
he was selized by two men who tortured him by turning his arms backward
in a circle, almost dislocating his shoulders. In anothesr pnlace &
congpiracy to murder him was uncovered, Yhy was he subjected to all
of this treatment? Simply because he continued to rebuke the sins
of the people.~ Te hed the idea, like most of these men that would
dare to enter the Methodist itinerancy, thet wﬁere there was most
evil, there they should go and preach the Gospel!

To explain these actions one must understand the thinking
and the accepted way of acting on the frontler, There was much
consumption of liguor, Sweet says, "In the rough society of the
frontier the amounte of ligquor consumed were incredible., Everyone,
wipy practicelly no excention, seemed to have indulged, including

* 8 4 4 x v o0 s 0 8

1. Tipple, The Feart of Asbury's Journal, p»n. 588-589,
2, Tipple, The Prophet of the Long Road, pp. 194-195,



women, and even the vreachers.,"l Thisky wes considered with bread
and meat asg one of the necessiﬁieg. Under such conditions it is not
surprising thaﬁ there was excessive drinking and much quarrseling and
fighting, 4&nd in much of the fighting no rules were cbserved,

Along with the drinking of licuor came much immorallty such
Aas rape, bigamy and adultery. The moral 1life of much of the frontier
Wea.s éefinitely at a low ebb., A misgsionary at Painsville, Ohio, in
1827 reports that of the more than one hundred familes in the town

with seven stores, four taverns, one printing house, five lawyers,

end four physicians, the local church had only orne mals member and

j--te

six females. XNo wonder that he goes on to say, "the morasl and religious

ndition of this region is more deplorable than that of any other
which T have known."?2

Thus, when the Methodist preachers came intc these communities
‘they vreached against these things. But not only did they preach against
them but they preseﬁted a way of 1ife to follow. There were two
results of this type of ?reaching that stressed a doctrine of holiness,
The firgt was that the Methodist Epilscopal Church was the fastest
growing of 211 the churches bhecause it wa hat which met the moral
neéd of the frontier, The second was that avil did not give up
without z struggle and thus one needed brave and strong men to take
the Gospel into the parts where evil abounded, There are times when
modern critics look down upon the rough and ocutspoken preachers of

LR A L T SR I 3

1 W_ W, 3weet: Men of Zeal, p, 196.
2. Ibld., o, 199,
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that day as though they were very stupid and uvneducated in their
aporoach, 3Rlundering into evil situstions and condemminrs specific
evils of any situation is Jjust not done today! Yet, in the recording
of their zcts, history has vindicated them. In no other way could
these men have succeeded in the task of "taking America®.

This opposition of evii men was not only 2 natural result
of their approach but it led them to great things, It gleaned the
chaff from out of the wheat, Men who were weak in svirit could not
take 1t, and men who were strong were strengthened,

Here again 1is found that strange paradox: though these
frontier preachers were subjected to much extreme oppnosition, one
does not find them dwelling much on it in their journals and their

letters. They were more interasted in what was accomplished than in

the hardship they endured.>
' ‘ . D. Summary

The political and soecizl opposition of the period from
1770 until 1836, was most often that of violence and hatred. During
the Revolutlonary War the Methodlists became an objsct of hatred
becauvsge they were considered enemies to the freedom for which the
colonists were fighting. The Methodists were imprisoned and beaten.

They had to fly for their lives at times. They were suspected and

_hated, All of this weas caused by the fact that they definitely had

~an Bnglish "taint®, 411 of their preachers at the bezinning of the

1. Cf, Introduction, p. iv.
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Yar were Englishmen asnd they were all forced to leave the country
except Francis Asbury who went into hiding for over two ysars. After
the Tnglish preschers left, native'%me?icans took over and carrizd the
work of Methodism forward, They did so at the very peril of their
lives. Another factor in their persecution was John “Wesley himself.
He was considered the lzader of the Methodlsts and known to be an
ardent Tory. It was natural that the Methodists were thought to

hold his ideas.

Then too, it wag seen that the Methodists for the most part
were pacifists, They considered that God had called them to save men,
not to kill them, They refused to fight and to sgign loyalty pledges.

These things along with the political confusion and morel
laxity of the period brought many severe, and often violent acts of
persecution,

The result of this opposition was three-fold: 1., It
scattered the Methodists over the Colonies driving many of them to
the frontier to escagé persecution, 2, It drove all of the Tnglish
praachers home thus preparing the way for an independent ‘mericen
church. 3. Only those strong in spirit and courageous counld live
as the Methodist vreacher had to live, and so many unworthy nembers
were left by the wayside. This tended to strengthen the church,

Cpposition on the American frontier wes for other reasons
then the persecution during the Revolution. In the first place the
frontier was a wilderness with many troubles and trials of the
pioneer. There were Indiens, storms, and disease. MNoreover, there

were no gcod roads and no place for the traveller to sleep outside of
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his own blanket. In the seccnd place, there was much evil and immoral-
ity on the frontier, This tended to make people hostlle to Methodists,
when they wers found preaching against evil znd exhorting to a

holy 1life.
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CHAPTER ITI
DOCTRINAL AND ECCLESIASTICAL OPPOSITION

A, Introduction

In ap@roaching the doctrinal and ecclesiastical opposition
to early Methodism, it is necessary to understand that this was quite
different from the politiecal and social opposition of the last chapter.
Whereas the latter mofe often assumed the form of physical persecution;v
this, though there were caseg of violenoe, was far more an opposition
of ridicule and argument., Slander ls scmetimes harder to bear than
physical violence and many a Methodist meetlng was broken up in an
argument over some trivial point -- raised with that intention,

The different sections of this chapter will be somewhat
overlapping in that they are interrelated. The first consideration
will be with the particularly hard field, New England., The éection
on Calvinism couldleaSily be combined with this one on New England
because most of New TEngland was extremely Calvinistic. However, it
ig hard to tell how much of the New England opposition stems from
doctrine, There were other and more real lssues there. The real
problem was economic, social, and psychological. The well educated
clérgy of New England looked down upon the uneducated Methodist
itinerants who were coming into their territory. Then too, they

were afraid that the economic security they had achieved might be

endangered by these new arrivals., They rsceived their pay from
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taxes levied upon all except those who could prove their support of
a dissenting churech,

The next point tc be discussed willl be the Doctrine of the
Church, wﬁich was challenged on one side by ths Wpiscopalians as not
being authoritative and on the other gide by the Baptists, Presbyterians,
and Congregationalists as being too much of a hierarchy. Some attention
will be given to New Englamé in this respect, 2Eut 1t was in the
South, the stronghold of the Protestant Episcopal Church, that most
of the opposition of this nature arose.

Finally a gection will be devoted‘to doctrinal opposition,
One finds that the Congregationalists in New England and the Presby-
teriang and Baptists all over the country were opposed to the Method-
ists on the ground of Arminisnism. These three consliderations will
round out this studv of early colonial opposition to Methodism in

this country.

B. The Intellectual, Political, and Economic

Security of the Established Churches in New England

This section 1s dealing specifically with New England bscause
it 18 there that the Methodlists found their strongest opposition.
Tt will slightly overlap the material of thé following two sections
and yet it is necessary to consider New England separately because of
the intellectusl, political, and economic condition of the established
clergy in that section of the country. Though the doctrinal differences
and the struggles that arose from them were sometimes violent, the

real motive behind much of the opposition was fear that the Methodists



were endangering the security of the established churches and their

clergy.l

"The red Indian did not watch the encroachments of the pale-

faces upon his hunting-grounds with more anxliety and jealousy than
did the orthodox Churches of New England watch the efforts of the
first itinerants to establish tke Ve+hoéist order and the %rminian
theology in their widst "

The best characterization of New Zngland at that time comes
from ¥inton Thrift who knew, not only the country, but alsc the men
that went into New England to establish Methodism:

"In attempting to portray the religious views and feelings of .
the people in the New England states at that period, it will be
necessary to apprize ths reader that the Revolut*onary War, which
had changed the civil sdministration of the United. States, d4id not
produce any material change with regard to the ground which was
occupied by the standing order of the Eastern States. It is true
that the powers of ecclesissgtical courts were circumscribed, and
right guaranteed to evdry one that he should worship God according

to the dictates of hils own conscience., But though this was the

cage, thelr eccleslastical and civil regulations were so interwoven
that the one derived support from thes other. All who could not
eroduce a certiflicate that they attendzd worshivn and pald for

its supvort in some dissenting congregation, were obliged, by law,

te pay in proportion to thelr inecome, to the stending and bwiv%W ged
order, the ?resbyterians a“d “onwr@matwoﬂa7is A1l wer@ born of
+b@se ovders, Thig was their religion s“pnort@ﬁ by 1 und

bﬂimg xcaedingly tenaciousg of their przviledges, naﬁ t”o peculi»

arities of their rhaologieal tenets, they were prepared to resist

any innovations which might be attempted. 2And as Methodism, in

%@v ral respects, Q“GS@U*P@ points directly at wvariasnce with their
gstablished rotf*ﬁps, it recuired no little intrepidity to enter

thezr enclogure, and present, ag must he done, a ﬂostile attitude. w3

In order to urderq+ané the opposition and the resscns for it,

4

it 1s necessarv to understand scmethling of this background. New

e
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of. Daniels, op. cit., pp. 541-546,
Thid., p. 530. v - _
¥inton Thrift: Memoirs of the Rev, Jesse lLee, pp, 105-107.
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England by this timk hed recovered from the Great vl tening., Assur-

ance of salvaﬁiemat@ the New Englané clergy wes heresy and they openly

proclaimed frcm'thé'p@lpit that the nreecuvr need not have any personal

experience to gréclaim such to others, MNany of the clergy were
"econverted" gnﬁér the @reéghing;of “hitefisld but on his third trip

to Americs he found that in ﬁéw Eﬁ@l&n& manylgf the clergy assccjatians

had issued sﬁatemenﬁé“condemﬁin#vhim. Thns thekintellen+ual opposition

that had deposed dear@s from n*s Uulmit wasg brinﬁina hosti7e pressure

to hear against Whitefweld aﬂd I@ter in the nerlod covered by this

-

'fd

2psr, brought that pressure also to bear against the Methodist
itinérants., That is not to say that the Great Awakening did not have
its great effects and that men like Jonat®sr Edwards did not leave
their mark, PBub when the faculties of both Yzle and Harvard tcok the
battlefield againat men like Whitefield and Edwards, one finds ﬁka

the spiritual gfosp@ia of the Néw Englaend Church were not bright.

In RBoston itself in 1785,‘Whidh wag five vears prior to Jesse Tlee's
arrival; there were alive~actually less then halfl the churches that
had existed a half century before., UNo wonder that Methodism felt there

was work to be done in New Znglend! T

1. Jegse lee

New England was officially entered by the Methodists in

1. Cf, Stevens, op cit,, Vol. II, Book 4, Chepter 5, and
RPaker: An Intrcoduction to the History of FEarly New England
Vethodism for = more detailed account of the condition of
New England during this period.
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1790, although itinerants had wandered into that territory since ti
beginnings of Nethodism in this country. This particular chapter of

its history would never have heen written, had it not been for Jesse

j

9

Lee, one of the greatest religious ploneers of his time.

"4 less resolute mind would have shrunk from so arduous an
undertaking, But Jegse Lee moved under an ilmpression that he was
called of God. especially to this work; and the result fully
justified his pretensions, and evinced the purity of his motives,
and the rectitude of his conduct., Neither the terror of an estab-
lished ministry. arrsyed in all the armour of human learning, and
supported as 1t was, by tha c¢ivil authority. nor the anticipsted
opposition of the majority of the people, who were known to be
strongly attached to all thelr peculiaritles could intimidate or
in the least dishearten the soul of Jesse Lee."

The time ofk%ethodism's establishment in New England is
dated from the initial visit of TLee to Roston:

"On a serene afternoon of July, 1790, a man of middle age, of
z benign but shrewd countenance, and d&ressed in a style of simpli-
I clty which might have been supposed the guise of 2 f;}ua}{er, took his
stand upon a table to preach....Four persons approached, and
. gazed upon him with surprise, while he sang a hymn. It was sung
l by his solitary volce; a2t its conclusion he knelt down upon the
table, and stretching forth his hends, prayed with a fervor so
unwonted in the cool and minvte petitions of the Puritan pulpits,
thet it attracted the groups of promenaders who had come to spend
I an evening hour in the shady walks, and by the time he rose from
his knees they were sgtreaming in processions, from the different
! points of the Common, toward him, "hile he opened his small Bible
l and preached to them without 'notes', but with 'the demonstration
of the Spirit and of power,' the multitude grew into a dense,mass
three thousand strong, eagerly ceteching every utterence of the -
l singular stranger, and somg of thenm received his message into

'nonest and good hearts, '

T e e 2 8 20 e v 0t b

1, Gf, Stévens. op cit., Vol., I7, p. 491, Lee is placed along side
of such men of New Bngland as Vathers, Williams, Edvwards, Channing,

- and Tallou,
Cf, Iuecock and Hutchinson, op. cit., p. 226, At the general
conference of 1800 Lee was defeated for the bishopric by only
Tour votes,
Thrift, op. cit., p. 107.
Stevens, op. cit., Vol. TI. p. 403-404,

.
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Cne might think from an auspicious beginning that things
from then on would have besen easy for the preacher. But such was
not the case. FHe had to preach out on the Common that day beecause
there was no building open to him, The lasting results of that
meeting could b2 seen when Lee came back to Boston at later times and
wag hardly able to find a place to sleep,
"Who would have anticipated such serious impediments as ¥r. lee
found in the city of RBoston? Prejudice and bigotry held such
dominion over the minds of these good Christian people, that
no house of worship, not even & schoocl-house, could be procured
for a ¥ethodist preacher, ”l
TLee himself tells of a typical happening in his ministry. He
came into the town of Fairfield and obtained the use of the town hall
for his preaching, He also advertised in the school., FHe says, "T

waited till after the time, and no one came; at last I went and opened

the door, and sat down, "2 Finally three or four women ceame and by the

]

end there were about thirty or forty there, Put Lee doss not dwell
upon the opposition. Fe only svesks about the success!

fany places where this Methodist preacher went, he could

e

get the use of no buiiding and had to preach in the open.3 In some
towns aprivate home was opened to him, TIn other- places there was a
more "liberal" church thaet would open its doors. At times when he
had the use of the town bulldings he had to do his own jJjanitor work
should there be need of & fire or the moving of chairs,

Again and again he spoke of meseling with the ministers who

@ ¢ n s s e s

Thrift, op cit., p. 168,
Stevens, op. cit., Vol. TII, ». 419.

Cf. Thrift, op. cit., ». 108.
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vere azlmost always against him, Fe says in his journal:

"4 congregational minister came by, and beling informed who I was,
asked me home with him; and after I had been there a while, he
asked me some questions relative to mattzrs of doctrines and T
endeavored to inform him what kind of doctrines we preached; he
saild he could not invite me into the meeting-house, because I

-

neld what he thought was contrary to Gospel.'"+

An Incident 1like trhis is of the mildest so?t. At one time he wasg
denied lodging at 2 certain place he had stopped before, a public

inn, becauge the minlster of the inn—keeper had complainad.2

In another 1ocality after Lee had preached, one of the two preachers
in the sudience left saving that "he should set himself in order
against the next sabbath day, to expose the errors which his people
had heard that d&y."3 tnother experience thét he tells shows the
change of the thinking of some of the people because of the opposition
of their laadefs. Ye had just preached at Stratfield where he had

heen hefore.

"after the meeting I observed that some of the people who always
spoke to me went away and took no notice of me; and no person gave
me an invitation to his house, which was an uncommon thing, for
formerly I had various invitations. But I understood that they
had been buffeted by the ministers from the pulpit, and by their
acquaintance in private, till they hardly knew what to do. OCne
minister had be2en trying for two or three times, in his sermons,
to prove that a man could not fall from grace; and another turned
lcose upon us and said from the pulpit there vwere zix hundred of
us going about the cau&&ry, preaching damnable doctrines, and

fos

picking men's pockets.

Scudder helps in understanding what was said against the

Tpid., p. 111. 4
af, Stevens, op. cit., Vol II, p. 426,
Thrift, op. cit,, p. 127,

Stevens, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 426,

. L
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Methodists:
"The pulpit of every prominent dencmination of the lerd uttered
and reveated its denunciations against them...the people :
were warned against ¥Methodist preachers as 'wolves in sheeps
clothing.'.....The itinerants were assailed, anrd dramn into
controversy, at thelr various zppointments, and compelled to
defend Methodism against every form of cavil 2nd misreoresentation. ™!

Contempt, scorn and 211 sorts of name-calling issued from the clergy

of New Znzlend, The itinerants were accused of being intruders into

other men's varishes and "stealing sheen.” 4 letter by Dr, 7
sayvs, "Themodern Methodist teachers are men of Machizvellian principles
J Ve X i s

and do, without any scruples, make use of truth and decelt promiscu-
ously,'aé they judge will most promote the inierest of their party,”g
T“ér@ wers sermons and tracts publ:s%ed against the Methodlste with
extreme charges of heresy.

"The doctrines of the new sect were thoroughly canvessed, and as
thoroushly caricatured in the pulplit. in the vestryv, a2t the village
Jinn, end at the fireside. Both its vreachers and its people were
incesgantly haressed with assaults about 'principles'....The
preacher, deacon, and lawysr gzenerally formed, in those days, a
trio of leadership in the village socisty of New ®nglend. The
former usually sssailed the new comers with distant dignity from
the pulpit, and the deacon pursued them with rigorous questlions
of orthodoxy to meetings and soeial cireles, and the lawyer,
strictly conforming then 2.8 now, to the strongest local influence,
followed, to ply with his TOg*u, the deacon's metaphysiecs.”

In the face of all this type of oppositioﬁ, it is 1ittle
wonder thst Methodism grew only slowly in these New England States.
Lee tells of preaching in one place three times without even becoming
-acguainted with any one.& Though many times people would listen

e 2 e % 8 & o & s 0 &

¥, 1.. Scudder; ‘merican Methodism, p. 301,
Stevens, op. cit., Vol. IIT. p., 246,
Ibid,, p. 242

Cf, Thid., Vol. TT, ». 427,
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attentively to what he had to say, Lee found the coldness of New
England hospitality very Ch11l1ng. Three months after his arrival in
New England the Methodist church consisted of three women, After

1 there were only five

seven months of indefatigable teil had passed
members of Methodist sacieties in New England. WMany another man,
even thogse who had stood up under the violent opposition of the
Revolution, would have been tempted to give up New England as a bad
job, but not Lee, Stevens says of him, "He was supported by the
congciousness that Methodism was needed in New England, and'ceuld,
therefore, sooner orvlater, be divinely prospered."g Thus Jesse

Lee set out to conquer New England for Christ with the same attitude
that Jesgsse Walker had when he entered 5t. Louls on the frontier and
that Francis Asbury had when he approached the American Continent,
Anything less would have failed in this climate which was cold and
forbidding to any dissenting religious group.

By the time Lee reached Boston for the first time, the
vhole of New England Was buzzing with tales of nLis wofk. & fine
characterization of thie man is found in Steven's history:

"The whole state (Massachusetts) was rife with rumors of him as a
strange man who had come from the South, and was traveling through
ite villages on horseback, and in a costume of Zuaker-like simplicity;
a very 'remarkabls,' who preached every day and several times

a day, and went everywhere, without knowing any person; exceedingly
good humored, witty even; of a most musical voice, making his

hearers smile or weep as he pleased. but mostly weep; 'holding

forth! in the court- houses, the school-houses, scmetimes in the
more liberal village churches, but oftener under the trees of the

1. Lee preached every dav and several times a2 day and he traveled
more then anvy other Methodist preacher with the one exception of
Asbury.

2. Stevens, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 433,
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highway; that he frequently lighted the court-house himself, and
then rang the bell to call out the n ople; that the pastors and
deacons valiantly resisted him as a heretic, for he was an Arminiang
that they turned his discourses into interlocution by their questlons
and disputations, but that he confounded them by hie tact, if not
by his logle; thaf he scattered the village wits or wags by his
irresistible revartees; and that many drunkards and other repro-
hates were reformed, and many a good man, despondent under the old
theology, was comforted by his refreshing doctrines, Many who
liked his theology could not approve his preacl‘nw because hs
acknowledged that he was not an #educated minister’ The pastor,
end sometimes the village lawyer or doctor, tested hxm with Latin
and Greek phrases; he responded in Dutech, a knowledge of whlch he
had picked up in his childhood; thev supmosed this to be Hebrew,
and retreated, or took side w*t him =28 competent to pres ch But
above all, ubev saw that he was ev*aen+1v an earnest and devout man.
Ee praved mightily, and preached overwhelmingly."!

This man, whose spirit was unguenchable in the face of the
worst of smpiritual and intellectual opposition, whose mind was alert

‘1'1

enough to put to sgilence the educated minds of New Englznd in spite of

the fact that he was an uneducated men, alone established the Methodist

Church in that territory. Even Bishop Asbury who went through New
Zngland on his eplscopal travels thought the task almost impossible,
He writes in his journal on June 4, 1791 when travelling through

Connecticut,

"#e are now in Connecticut, and never out of sight of a house; and

sometimes we have a view of many churches and steeples, bullt very
neatly of wood -- either for use ornament, piety, policy, or interest,
or it mav be some of all of these. T do feel as if there had been
religion in this country once; and I apprehend there is 1little in
form and theory left, There mey have been z praying iﬂistry and
veople here, but I fear they are nov spiritually @ond

Now the "iron curtein® of coldness and intellectual opposition

was being entered by the itinerant Jesse le The response was not

@
N
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1. Thid., p. 434,
Tivple, The Heart of Asbury's Journ=l, »n. 318, oo
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ag extreme a2s it was on the fwc tier, There was not 2g much emotlion-~

£ ki
1

alism, but there were people who sccepted this new teaching and

Qx

new
doctrine to the betterment of their lives and the lives of their

comminities.

2, Conflicting Ideals in New England
Cmitting the doctrinzsl conflict for later sectlions, 1t is
necesgsary to uﬁderstaﬁé some of the points of conflict between the
established churches of New England and the Methodists 1tinerants,
a., Emotiorallism ve,. Inﬁéllectuaiism
The first’igsue bhetween the ¥Vethodlets and FNew Englenders
wasg the confliet of emotlionalism vs. intellectualism., The Methodist

itinerants were uneducated men who preached =nd taught 2 religion

of the heart and - of 1ife, Théugh they had certain doctrinal beliefs

ch

hat colored theilr pre&ching, they were interested primarily in the
lives of men. In New England an uneducated man was looked down upon.
¥any of the doctrinal aﬁtaeks Qh the VMethodists were not so much beca&sé
of doctrine but hecause the oppbnents wantedAto show their ﬁntellectu&l
superiority. Thomas Ware said that the attack came most often from ~
the students of divinity or "loguacious and controversial leymen, '+
Thus we can see that the stroaaest attack cane from the intellectual
“ﬁront". Many people were onposed to the Vethcdm% s simply because
of eir ??ck of learning, They were called "ignorant" people., Even

7Lyman ~eec%er who was one of the fln@at leaders of the Established

1. Cf. Stevens, op. cit., Vol, ITI, P, 243,
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Church published a tract on the religious condition of Americs in

which he excludes the Methodiste ag being unfit to presch because of

their lack of education,t |
In considering this type of opposition we cen see that only

2 man like Jesse Lee could have triumphsd., His humor and quick wit

were more than a match for the educsted intellect of the university

graduate.g However, the main way in which lee countéred the intellect-

ualism of the day wss through his preaching. He could bring tears to

many eyes, even of his enemies, and they had never heard such praying.

Thus, wvhen the spirituel was put ageinsgt the intellectual, many fields

were won,

b. State Churches vs. Free Churches

4, second point of conflict was with the "state-churchism"
of that day in New England, Says Thrift in speaking of lLee,

"In Yarblehesad, Ipswich and other places he with much difficulty
made out to preach; but he could scarcely move =z stev without
beling entangled in & knot of committee men. These guardians of
town laws and prigiledges, constantly watched the movements of
other ministers." '

In certain localitles the Baptists jolned with the Methodists in

combatting this connection hetween the politlcal government and

L2 A T A IR S

¢f. Nathaen Rangs: Life of Garrettson, pp. 228-233,

Cf. Introduction, b, V.

Cf. Stevens, op. cit,, Vol, IITI, p. 374. "While engaged in preach-
ing, he was not a llttle mortified to discover many of the congre-
gation t2king rest in sleep, and not a little annoyed by the loud
talking of the people in the yard. Pausing long enough for the
abgense of sound to startle the sleepers, he raised his voice and
cried out, 'I'11 thank the people in the yard not to talk so loud;
they'll wake up the people in the house!Y

%, Thrift, op. cit., pp. 169-170.
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the church,

"The c¢ivil relations of the Church in these states had created

other than spiritusl motives for the profession of religion. None
could hold office or vote, in her early dnys, unless he were a
member of the Church. It would be superfluous to comment upon the
inevitable influence of such a fTact; religion becomes more a matter
of form than of principle -- a guelification for the state, for
society, or for patronage in business, rather than a preparation for
heaven -- and pharisalsm and hypocrisy are more likely to prevail
than a sincere perscnal faith.,"l

One need not doubt that this was the cause of much of thé
severest opposition. The establisghed clergy were afraid that their

monthly pay check was endangered., As has been sald, they received

their pay from the State as 1t was collected by means of income

taxes, Everybody had to pay trhe tax for the support o the church.

Then to00, the Methodist doctrine of free grace 4id not fit
too well with this idea of taxation for religious purposes, It cannot
be doubted that the Methodlsts were somewhat at fault for starting
this conflict with thelr emphasis upon the separatlion of Church and
State and the message that the Gospel was for all, In this contro-
versy the Methodisﬁs finally won out because the whole philosophy and
thinking of the new natlion was behind then.

c. Comfortable Settled Clergy vs. the Itinerants

4 third point of conflict could be called psychological.

Because the clergy were well paid, with no worry about their securlty,

thev had become self-satisfied and had settled down to enjoy the good

_tring that they had. Tt was rather uncomfortable to be dlsturbed by

LR N L T A A

1. 3tevens op. c¢it,, Vol. TI, v». 406,
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a foot-loose Methodist preacher., & conversation hetween Thomasg

Ware and the principle officer of a church in New England is recorded:
"My advice to you sir, and to your itinerant brethren, is, to go
home, or, at leset, to desist from disturbing the order of things
among us, %We want none of your instruction; and, indeed,you
are not compstent to instruct us, You meke the people commit sin
in the loss of so much precious times as 1s wasted in attending your
meetings on week days when they ought to be a2t labor; or, on the
Savhath, in leaving the places where they ought to worghip, to run
after you. We have learned and able ministers, and all the necessary
means of grace among us, and we do very well without you, Why, then
do you trouble yourselves about us?"l
The appezal of many minlisters ageinst Lee came, saving that
he was there to break up the Congregational Churches and drivs away
their ministers:
"when in Fairfield, Connecticut, it became known that there were
three women wro Intended to join his Soclety, there was great
excitement and alarm, and e convention comprising forty-five
minigters and ninety descons was held, with9a view of forring a
compert combination against the intruders.”<

Definitely these men resented the intruding competition!

The background of the itinerants was entirely differentthan
that of the established clergy., Theyv did not have any homes or families,
They d1d not received any support for themselves in the way of money.
Thelr one passgion was to win souls for Christ which was considered

heregy among the clergy in New England,

%, Results of the Opposition in New Englaﬂd

Jegse Lee tells of & very striking result of this type of

- onposition, He spesks of preaching to a large congregatlong

® s ® 2 0 0 B P e s

1. PRaker: An Tntroduction to thse History of Early New England
Methodism, p. 8. ‘
2, Daniels. op. cit., p. S48,
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“The house was much crowded, though it was very large. I suppose
the reason why I had so many to hear me was owing to their
ministers preaching against me two Sabbaths in succession---
I generally find, in this State, tha* when I am most opposed, I
have the most hearers,"
Thus the very opposition was hurting lts own cause by making people
curious to hear this heretic, and having once heard him they could
remain no longer as they were,

Another result was that the spiritual was lined up against
the intellectusl and sesculsr. Such 2 condition tended to show up the
intellectual and the secular for what they really were, and many people
acceptad the Methodlst way out of dissatisfection with the established
church,

b more far reaching result of these controveréies was the
eventual geperatlon of Church and Btate. This was not all accomplished
within the period that this thesis covers but the early opposition was
2 wedge in that direction.

A more general result came in the changing conception of the
ministry., In New England 1t was a prefession., To the Methodists it
was a "calling". 4nd because of this difference the “professional“
ministers were no little stirred vy and the people came to respect
the ministry of the Wethodist preachers.

C. Doctrinal Opposition -~ Calvinism

,1‘ The Doctrine of Most Established Churches of the Day

The basic reason for an intense controversgy on this subject

LI R A )

1. Stevens, op. cit,, Vol. II. p, 431,
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is expressed by Scudder: "Every lerge denomination in fmerice was

Colvinistic. Methodism was Arminian.”?t

Wherever the Methodists went there were always Célvinists,
and many arguments arose, In the West, as in Vew England and the
rest of the &fmerican continent, one of the greatest opponents of the
Methodists was Calvinism., TIn Kentucky ‘here was bitter opposition,
Tplthats enough were not found on both sides of the argument,

"To differ with the creed of the land, whick, by education and
common ccnsent, was gener2lly accepted when Methodlam enterad

New “ngland, was to lesve onesgelf open to the criticliem of
infidelity, The Revolutionary period had known the prominence
and following given the deistical writing of men like Tom

Paine, the thinking of Thomas Jefferson, and the influence of the
French Revolutionary writers, The Methodlsts were often classed
with Deigts and infidels because they differed with many of the
doctrines of the Calvinistic clergy as heartily as the Deists."a

From the period being studied core evidences of this
opposition to the Methodists, In a lstter to Edward Dromgoole a
Yethodist itinerant tells of his work:

"One obstacle in our way(is that) here as in other places there
are a grealt many Paptists, and Presgbyterians, who have filled the
Peoples heads with Predestination, They have opnosed pretty
warmly sometimes past, but at present they ars pretty quick."?

And from the Journal of Renjamin Lakin:

"The Baptilets in this place have (been) bitterly opposed to
Methodism, by misrepregenting the doctrine, and by opposing us
in almost every shape, apneared resolved to keep us out of the
place if possible.....(in gpeaking of the Baotist preacher) I
believe he wgs brought for ths purpose of ridiculing the
Methodists." :

@ 8 ¢t 0 28 v o4 e

1. Scudder, op. cit., p. 297.

2., Paker, op. cit,, p. 33.

%, Sweet: Religion on the American Frontier, Vol. IV, ». 133.
4, Ivid., pp. 256-257. ‘
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The ¥ethodiste preached many sermons against predestination.
Some of them are recorded in Professor Sweet's coll ction of saurces.l
HMr, Sweet makes this comment on these sermons:
"The greatest opponents of the frontier Nethodists from a theolog

ical standpoint were the Presbyterians and the Baptists, The
MYethodists locked horns with Presbyteriuns over the doct rwnes of

sistence that immersion was the only scripturul ‘form of vaptism. "2

From this period come many polemical arguments on Calvinism,

Very often these took the form of sermons presched in answer to sermcns,3

or again they would bein the form of an exchange of letters which have

been preserved to this day.

2. The ¥ethodist Doctrine of Free CGrace and Salvation for 211

The Methodists could not agree with the Calvinists in their
doctrines of predestination =nnd election, OCver against this they
preached =2 doctrine of free grace and salvation for all who would
accept, Much of thris conflict was brought over from England, where
the Calvinists were even more bitter against fssley than they were
in ‘imerica,.

Thig kind of controversy and opposition continued beyond
the linits of the pericd studied in this thesls and it is very
difficult to discover any rez2l and direct results unless it tended

to meke the VWethodists formulate clearer ideas of the doctrine that

LIS A A I R N A

1. Gf. Ibid,, »p. T722-724,

2. TIbid., p. 721.

3, Taker, op.cit., Bibliogravhy. Typical are the Rick-Metealfl,
and Haskel-Tangs controversies,

4, TIbid., Typlcal is the Ruter-Frown controversy.
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they taught. Tn this period, also, one can see the beginning og
agitation for more education zmong the Methodist preachers, Th@
publishing house was started and collsges were proposed. How much
of this activity was the result of intellsctual and doctrimél
controversy is impossible to say, but that it.did have its influence

can be affirmed.

Though a volume could be written abouvt this Arminien --
Calvinistic controversy in America, its importance for this study
1s negligibls as far as its influence upon the resulting Metrodist
Church., One thing can be said, hrowever, concerning the doctrine

taught by the Methodists, The doctrine of free grace was a doctrine

thaet filtted the ‘merican mind much better than did the Calvinistic doc-

~trines, and the fact that the Methodists preferred to show thelr religion

rather than argue about it had a great influence upon the imerican
people. When it comes to the intellectual and systematic formulation
of doctrine, the Methodists Werg.foundklacking, and according to a
modern day editorial, still-are.l Bu£ when\it came to a practical

demonstratlon of what they believed,’they were both willing and

competent.

D, Teelesiastical Cpposition

As the Methodist movement made 1its way intc Maryland and
Virginis and into parts of the South, it met much opposition from
the tnglican clergy. Thesre was a much closer relation between the

DR U S S S S A AC O Y

1. Cf. Life Magazine, November 10, 1947,
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Englican Church and the Methodists in origin but "the Methodists
were digstrustful of the sincerity of the Eplscovaliasn clergy, whonm
they deemed generslly unconverted while the Episcopalians were
contemptuous of the Vethodists, whose preachers they considered

ignorant 1aymen."1

1. The Episcopacy and Authoritative Ministry and Sacraments

The Methodist preachers,kthemselves did not assume the
authority of an ordained minister until after Methodism was organized
in 1784, Most of them went to the Episcopal churches to receive the
sacrements, They w=re still high church enough to refuse to take on
the duties of the ordained minister, TIn this period there was little
opposition for eccleslastical reasons. However, after the Christmas
Conference of 1784 the Methodists went out in increasing numbers with
the authority of the ordained ministry and this received a barrage of
opposition from the high church clergy. They were always presenting
proof that the Methodlst ministers had no authority, This attacked
the validity of the Methodist episcopacv. Typical is a letter that
was written to a %éthodist by a presbyter of Maryland in which he
traced the history of the Vethodist episcopacy showing not only the
invalidity of their episcopacy but going on to show that the Methodist
doetrines and the church iteself was based on false premises., The
letter attacked mainly the idea that the Methodists called themselves

L A A

1. Sweet, Religion on the American Frontier, Vol. IV, p. 29,
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a church., A secondary attack was made upon the idea of experiential
religion.l of course with the Methodist episcopacy invalid, the argu-
ment would naturally be extended to question the order of the ministry
and the right to perform sacraments,

This attack was carried on by means of sermons from the
pulpit and by means of the publication of anonymous tracts which
tore down the authority of the Methodists as a Church, OCne of these

tracts was entitled, Tracts for the People No, 4---Methodism as Held

2y Yeslev by D.S.P. This particular tract seemed to attract sufficient
attention from several of the Wethodists that they wrote and published
replies, The thesis of this trect No, 4 as stated in its own words
ig, "It will be proved, that Methodism is not a church --- has no
sacraments; no ministry; no divine warrent. WESLTY IS THE WITNESS."?
The pfocedure of much of this sort of writing was tc base all the
arguments on the thinking of Wesley. George Peck 1in examining and
answering this tract gays that he hed mislald his cépy and when he
went to a bookstore to get arother he was told that a bishop of s
western diocese had ourchased the whole amount., Then he went Lo a
Protestant Episcopal tract Society and there found o copy. He then
proceeds to show how these arguments are unfounded.? However, there
is some truth in what the tract sald, for Wesley had to change his

LI B A R R

gf, & Tetter to a Methodist by a Presbyter of the Diocese of
Maryland, a tract.

. George Peck: An Examination of a Tract Entitled "Tracts for the
People No, #4.---Methodism as Feld by Weslev by D.S.P.", p. 5.
Cf., Tbid.
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mind. Wes ley had onece sald, "My affection for the Church ls as
strong as ever, and I clearly see my celling which is to live and
die in her communion.” Then the tract No., 4 goes on to show that
ists are 2 heretical sect that cannot truthfully bz called
2 church,

This tract No. 4 also inspired a series of letters between
Rev, Allen 3teele and Jemes A, Bolles, Rector of St., Jsmes' Church,
fatavia, New York, Steele first accuses Tolleg of passing the tract

around amorig the people in order to keep psrsons from uniting with

&'(j

the Methodist Zplscopal Church, He then attacks the tract saying it

1s "gerbled extracts and false statemerts."! Steele's idea is thet:
"in effort has been made again and again to prejudice this
community against ﬁetho@ism by proclaliming that we are not a
Church---had no Ministry nor Sacrements; efforts which I could
but look upon ag Jesuitical, wanton. unauthorized and inconslstent
with the chagiuies of the Gospel, =and without 2 parsllel in my
exverience,

Bolles answers these charges by denying them and says that
the Methodists themsgelves could have published this tract and others

1lik= it so that they could have some excuse for persecuting the

Ul
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“piscopal Church.
There were other pamphlets written and exchanges of letters
that say slmost the same thing, T, Bell published a tract entitls

Stricture upon the Methodlst Episcoval Church: or Methodiesm exposed,

2nd shown to be incongistent with itself and the word of Zod.

L I I Y T

1. James A, Bolles: The Eplscopal Church Defended, p. 7.
2, Ivbid., p. %.

3. Cf, Ibid., p. 13.
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Samuel Pelton publighed a tract on The Absurdities of Methodism,

This was answered by Laurence Kean in A Plain and Posgitive Refutation

of the Rev._ Samuel Pelton's Unjust and Unfounded Charges Antitled

"The Absurdities of ¥ethodism." Timothy Werritt in defense of the

¥Yethodists had published a Review of a pamphlet entitled, "letters

Of Methodism"; purporting to have been written by one or more clerey

men. in answer to the enquirieg of 2 female. These letters were

circulated by orthodox clergymen "employing detraction and slander,
to ruin the influence of Methodlists --- their moral cheracter, rather
than doctrines are attacked,"T

There wasg only one Episcopal clergyman trhat was fully
cooperative and sympathetic with the Methodists and that was Devereux
Jarrett, He was a man like Agbury with a mission to do in America.
Fe was the only English eclergyman of the Protestant Episcopal Church
that‘did not return to Angland during the Hevolutlon,

However, the other clergymen were not like Jarrett. In
one place Thomas Ware was preaching at a Church of England chapel when
they came and tried to throw him out., Fe aleo heard a young English

clergyman's trial sermon which was a sermon against the Methodists.g

While the Methodists noticed this opposition from the English clergy
they did not spend much time trying to combat 1t. The itinerants were
too busy, and those who were statloned did not think it worth while

to pay much attentlion to such argument.

» 8 % 2 s v e 20

1. Cf. Raker. op. cit.,, Bibliography.
0f, Rohert W, Todd: Methodlsm on the Peninsula, p. 23.
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2. The Results of Reclesiastical Cprosgition

#hat effect did this opposition have on the Nethodists?
Such oppdsition é¢efinitely strengthened the Methodists, Yost éf the
people took sides with them, thus gilving them a Tavorable public opin-
ion. Thekreal result was not at all Ffavorable to the established
churches. They lost out especially on the frontier where the Methodists
preached an experiential religlion in the face of all opposition,

A more important result, however, was that this sort of

oppogition made the Methodists more American. The protestant Bpisco-

pal Church remained English whereas the Methodists became thorough

Americans., This difference made the Methodisgts depend more on them-

selves thus glving them that typical Amefican trait. This 18 seen very
clearly in the way they treazted Dr, Coke in.hi%tvarious trips 1o America.
The lowliest itinerant treated the Doctor as an egual which was something
unheard of in England. This oppositior was not the sole cause of this

democratic spirit, but it was a contributing factor,
E. Summary

‘The Methodist preachers were>r0ugh,and unschooled nmen, yet
in a larger sense they triumphed over the ecclesiastical and doctrinal
opposition because they pldced the spiritual above the intellectusal.
Yen like Jesse lee were able to stand up to such opposition., Without
them it 18 doubtful that the Methodigt influence and grovwth would have
been as great as 1t was,

The VMethcdists had to defend themselves against the New

Tngland ecelesiastical heirarchy, the Calvinistic doctrines of most of
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the larger @enominations of Ameriea, and the high church doctrines
of the Protestant Episcopai Church. Theée are in reality one
controversy, for there are the sage basic reasons behind them all.
The first of theze reééoms was that the Methodists were not schooled
men while the other churches plgced a prenmium on intellectualism,
Another basic reason was that the established churches that held
thege doctrines were jealous of the Methodist itinerants' success
with the people. They were afraid that these Methodists would empty
the established churches snd overthrow ﬁheir doctrines. Except on
the frontier, the Methc&ists were considered intruders and in most
places were, in one way or anqther, invited to leave, From the

Methodist point of view the established churches were fighting them

becauze of pride, Jjealousy, and fear., From the point of view of the

churches themselvesg they were fighting sgainst ignorance, superétitiong_
and heresy.

This chaptef does not mean to place all of the established
churches of the countr? as oppoged to the ﬁethodists. There were
many congenlal relatlonships between some of them and the Methodlsts,
but that is outside the‘gurpoge Qf this thesis,

The results of this typé‘of opposition can be summarized
as follows:

1. The igtell@ctual position of the Methodists was clarified,

2. Methodlism grew rapidly not always in spite of the opposition,
but sometimes because of 1it,

3. This opposition was evidence that the established‘order was

veing stirred up and in some places purified.
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4, Such opposition tended to unify and strensthen the Methodist
organization., Not until this external opposition was somewhat abated
did internag’éissenﬁion gseriougly disrupt the Methodlst unity.

’5, The most;far reaching result of the immediate period was

the fact that in this controversy the spiritual and practical were

- placed over agalinst the doctrinal and ecclesiastical; an experientilal

1
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1. By this 1t is not meant that there werse no good points on the

doctrinal and ecclesiastical "side of the fence". In fact a posgitive

study of them would revsal much. Neithsr does it mean that the
Methodists were perfect, A detelled study of Methodist history
and doctrine would doubtless expose some flaws., However, during
the period studled in this thesis, the conflicts between these
two sidesw tended Lo show up the worst parts of the doctrinal and
ecclesiastical intellectualism on the one slide and the best parts
of the spiritual and practical emotionalism on the other.
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CHAPTER IV

ARY AND COWCLUSTON

Willlam Warren Sweet says of the early Methodists, "OF

all the religious bodies in America at the close of the American

"Revolution, the Methodists were the most insignificant in point of

both numbers and of influence."l By 1836 this religious body wes

the largest and the most influential in the United States., Thle
period is, generally speaking, the pericd of the itinerancy in the
Methodlst church, The itinerancy was more responsible for the spread
of Methodism than any other single Tactor, This theslis has been

deeling with only one phase of that most important factor - the

Sundn

ieht of thils study one can see what this

1

opposition contribhuted to the guccess or fallure of these ploneer

mer.

A, Gensral Summary of the Opposition

A vrecapitulation of the main outline of thls thesgis will
ghow the materizl covsred:

1. Political ovpositlion because of the war with England, arising

from the relation of the Methodists as basieallv Snglish to beglin with

a8 over against the passions of a people struggling to be fres from

L A

1. Sweet, Religion on the ‘merican Frontier, Vol, IV, p. 3.
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2, Soclal conditionsg of the frontier caused violent opwnosition.
8in, disease, a&d natural elements were arrayed agalnest the teaching,
living, and traveling mission of the itinerants,

3. Politicael and social conditlons of Yew England were not
versatile enough to take in the stranse doctrine and tesching of ths
Methodists, |

4., There was 2 continuation of Calvinistic - Arminian controversy
on this side of the Atlantic, Most religious bodies in fmerica were
Calvinistic when Wethodism challenged that doctrine,.

5. The ecclesliastical heirarchy of the Protestant Episcopal

Church found it difficult to accept the unlearned Methodists as a

Methodist Episcopal Church,
B, Forms of Pergecution Taken by the Cpnosition

A study of the forms of persecution reveals three main

ones;s
1. Direct physlecal violence was the form of most of thre opposition
during the War,

2 Rowdy disturbanece and mob violence were much geen on the

3. The form much of the eccleslastical and doctirinal opposition
took was that of ridicule and argument. Though this was non-violent,
it was the most difficult to overcome,

The Methodlsts themselves did not classify the opposition

but wrote it off as the work of Satan.



C. Resultes of Oopos *0-1

©

sting results of the opposition to Methodlsm can be
summarized as Tfollows:

1. The Methodlet Church wag separated permanently from the .
English churches and in the process of lessz than Tifty years became
a typically american church,

2, Methodism was spread throughout the whole of the American
continent,

%, In its early and formative years, the Methodlist Church was
kept cleznsed and gtrong by the opposition.

4, Troush the effect of the Methodlst church on the gsoclal and
moral character of American soclely cannot be dogmatically declared,

its positive contribution is evident,
D. Counterinz the Opposition

4 gathering together of the ways in which the Methodists

ek

overcame and overlooked the opposition would bring us these ideas:

. They learned by

1
2. They outlested it,
%. They out-lived it,
L4, Thev out- preached it,

-3 &

5. They out-prayved i

o

.

L R A

1. Opposition is not the sole cause of these results, but a
dominant contributing factor,
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6. They out-grew it,
7. They ignored it.
Historians summarize briefly this phase of Methodism's
growth:

"Puritanism, disappointed in old England, came to New England

to found an empire for itself; Anglicanism, by virtue--say rather,
vice--of its political status at home, clalimed supremsny in most of
the 3outhern Colonies; Methodism, transvlanted hither in the hearts
of a few humble emigrants who never dreamed of empire. soon cutgrew
them both, and in a little while became the great religlous power
of the land:; yvet not as having dominion over its feith, but as

2 helper of its joy."1

"Methodism was born in a prayer meeting, but it learned to walk

on & battlefisld. 3Brickbats were a constant and enlivening feature
of its early history. Nor were all its battles those of defense.
The Methodist movement did not grow up in a +hPOlOQ*C“1 vacuum,

but was inextricably in the midst of 1life....None of hig(Wesley's)
sayings is more characterigtic of the man than the one quoted so
often ze to become a bit threadbars: 'I degire a 1§ague offensive
and defensive with every soldier of Jesus Christ,'"

LI U T A I

1. Daniels, op. cit., pp. 369-370.
2. lucecock and Hutchinson, op. cit., p. 463.
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