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INTRODUCTION

A, The Subject
1. The subject stated and explained

It is the purpose of this study to evaluate the new 19L49--195L:
church school curriculum materials for the Junior Department of the
Evangelical Mission Covenant Church with the purpose of suggesting
further revision which needs to bevmade in order that these eurriculum
materials should meet the specific needs of the local chufches and be
based upon objectives and principles which have been found to be sound
in Christian education generally.

2. The subject justified

The writing and revising of church school curriculum materials
has an historical background in the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church,
From 1922 to 1937 the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church of America
published a series of bi-lingual (Swedish and English) graded lessons
planned and prepared cooperatively with its sister denomination in
Sweden. In 1937 these materials were completely revised and no longer
plamned in cooperationxwith the church in Sweden. Although a revision
was made in the Junior Department materials in 1943, no thorough re-
vision has been made since 1937. By June, 1949, this first revision
had fun through three cycles, or twelve years.l The denomination had

reached a time vwhen another revision of its church school curriculum

1 Report of the Executive Secretary of the Youth Department to the
Board of Publications, 1947



materials was necessary.1 Tt becare obvious to the Board of Youth

Work of the denomination that they must either revise their present

1943-1919 material or discontimue their church school publications.

2

To continue without revision would result in decrease in sales and a

financial loss.> The Board of Youth Work was aware of the possibility

of discontinuing the church school publications and endorsing some other

material in its place. However, the conclusion reached was surmarized

by the Executive Secretary of the Youth Department in the following

words.

"After examining these curricula,[thOSe in use other than
Covenant publications] as objectively as it is possible to do, we
have as yet found no graded curriculum which we can recommend
without reservation. Some of the series were theologically liberal;
others were doctrinally decidedly Calvinistic; still others held
rigidly to the Imtheran concept of baptismal regeneration. OSome,
otherwise acceptable, ﬁére yearly graded and too complicated for
use in small schools,"

- To discontinue publishing Sunday school materials without recom—

mending some other material would invite confusion and weaken rather

than strengthen the teaching ministry of the church. Therefore, the

Board of Youth Work of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church voted

in October, 1947, to prepare a new set of Sunday school curriculum

materials.5

VW o -

Covenant Board of Youth Work Mimutes, November 19453 February 1946;
February 1947; October 1947.

Report of the Executive Secretary, op. cite

Ibid,

Tbid.

Covenant Board of Youth Work Mimutes, October l9h7.
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The Junior Department curriculum was the department against
which most of the criticism from local church workers had been directed
and therefore a complete revision of that department was indicated.t
The new material for Juniors in the Sunday church school was written
and has been in use since the fall of 19L9. However, it is necessary
to evaluate this new material in order that revisions may be made when
the three year cycle is repeated in the fall of 1952,

3s The subject delimited

It is recognized that in the broadest sense the term "eurriculum"
refers to all of life, But for practical purposés a narrower definition
needs to be considered. In the church a curriculum of Christian educa-
tion includes "all those activities and experiences which are initiated
or utilized by the church for the achievement of the aims of Christian
ed‘uca‘tion."2 In achieving these aims the church mekes large use of
written curriculum mterials. The major concern of this study is to
evaluate the new 194,9-1951 Sunday church school curriculum materials
for the Junior department. However, in doing so, the definition of
the curriculum of Christian education in the church which was just
stated is the underlying cémc ept, and the written materials are considered
as guides for the local church program. An evaluation then investigates
the situation where the materials are to be used and the extent to which
they should guide, and then considers how effectively they do accomplish

that purpose.

1 Report of the IExecutive Secretary to the Board of Pyblications, 1947
2 Vieth, The Church and Christian Education, p. 135



B. The Sources for the Study

In order to determine the basic factors in the situation which
affect the requirements of a curriculum for the Junior Department in
the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church schools a number of primary
sources have been investigated. A study of the responses to a ques-
tionnaire sent to superintendents and one to teachers of Juniors in
local Sunday schools of the Mission Covenant Church in three districts
has given some information regarding the local church school situations
in the spring of 1949. Further primary sources investigated were the
Yearbooks of the Mission Covenant Church and 1919 Sunday school statis-
tics on file in the office of the Youth Department in Chicago. The
Covenant Board of Youbth Work Iinutes, reports of the Executive Secretary
of the Youth Department, and considerations of a recently appointed
‘curriculum commit tee within the Board of Youth Work have been studied.

Information regarding theological principles of the denomination have

been discovered in the Yearbook for 1950 and in Covenant Memories, 1885-1935.
The 1946-47 studies in Christian Education made by the Interna- ‘

tional Council of Religious Education, the Curriculum Guide, also pre-

pared by the International Council, and other books and literature in

the field of religious education which treat directly or indirectly

the area‘of curriculum of religious education have been investigated

in order to determine the objectives and principles of a curriculum

for Juniors.

Church school teachers! evaluations of the new Junior curriculum



xiii
materials have been determined by a study of the responses to a ques-
tiommaire sent to teachers in all schools who have been using the new

Covenant Junior curriculum materials,

Ce The Method of Procedure

A study was made for the puxpose of discovering the basic factors
in local church needs, in denominational principles, in Board of Youth
work decisions, and in the generally accepted principles and objectives
of curriculum for Juniors which should be considered in establishing
a standard for evaluating the new curriculum materials for the Junior
Department of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church. A cmspectus
of the new 1949-1951 Junior curriculum materials has been prepared and
the materials have been evaluated in the light of the basic factors
discovered. An analysis of the church school teachers' evaluations
of this new Junior curriculum material has been made to determine -to
what extent the ideas presented in print have been used and what further
revisions are needed. Finally, suggestions for revision of the present
new Junior curriculum materials have been made, based upon the needs

and principles revealed by the study.



CHAPTER I

BASIC FACTORS IN THE SITUATION

A, Inbroduction
A&w&tw&wthm@w&ﬁ@,%nwwm,md%wmew

well as through the more formal periods of instruction such as the

Sunday church school.l Written curriculum materials constitate one of

the tools by which a church provides and guides the activities and exper-

iences of individuals toward certain goals. Therefore, an evaluation

of the written curriculum materials prepared for any department of the

local church»requires an understanding of the situation where those

materials are to be usedes The first step in an evaluation of the

new 191;9-1951 Junior curriculum materials for the Sunday church school

of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church is the discovery of basic

factors in four areas which have a relation to the curriculum of

Christian Education affecting Juniors in the church. These four areas

are: (1) local church needs, (2) theological principles of the denom-

ination, (3) decisions of the Board of Youth Work relative to a curriculum

of Christian education, and () generally accepted objectives and

principles of a curriculum for Juniors in the church.

In order to determine local church needs, questionnaire32 were

1 Paul H, Vieth, The Church and Christien Education, pp. 13k, 135
2 Cfe. Post, Appendix A, p. 108, 109



2

sent to church school superintendents and teachers of Juniors in the
spring of 1949. The analysis of these returns revealed tle needs of
local churches which a written curriculum must meet if it is to be a
guide to these churches in their teaching ministry to Junior children.
Upon the suggestion of the Executive Secretary of the Youth Department
of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church these questionnaires were
sent to three districts, namely, the East, Central, and North Pacific.l
Also, upon his suggestion, the first step was correspondence with the
district, or, as they are called, conference sx:tper'j.rfoenc}len’os.2 Also,

a post card3 was sent to those who did not reply by the date requested,
i. €., June 15, 1949. The findings have been organized and recorded
on Tables VI through XII in Appendix B.hv The returned questionnaires
have been placed on file in the office of the Youth Department in
Chicago. Although the major part of the analysis of local church
needs is based upon the retured questionnaires, all other available
relative data has also been :'Lﬁvest:'.ga.’oed.S

Basic factors in the area of théological principles of the

denomination which curriculum materials should reveal have been inves—

tigated. Decisions relating to curriculum which have been made by

Cf. Post, Appendix A, pp. 102

Tbid., p. 103-106

Ibido’ Pe 110

Cf. Post, Appendix B, pp. 124-137

Cf. Post, Appendix B, Tables I through V, pp. 118-123

iET W o



3
the denominational board responsible for guidance of Christian educa-
tion within the churches have been listed, since an evaluation of the
written Junior curriculum must consider to what extent the curriculum
has followed such decisions. | |

Finally, a study has been made to discover those principles
and objectives of a curriculum for Juniors in the church which are
recognized as essential by Christian educators generally. Such
principles and objectives need to be considered in evaluating the

written curriculum materials for the Sunday church school for Juniors.

B. Needs of Iocal Church Schools

ls Need for curriculum material which is adaptable to large or

small schools
The number of Juniors enrolled in Sunday morning church school

classes in the Evangelical Mission Covermant Church is small, Twenty-
four out of the sixty-five church schools replying to the questiommaire
to superintendentsl had less than fifteen Juniors enrolled, and thirty
of the church schools had twenty or less. In other words, thirty-
seven per cent of these schools have less than fifteen Junior children
enrolled in their Sunday morning classes and forty-six per cent of
theée churches have twenty or less Juniors enrolled. Statistics on
file in the Youth Department office regarding departmental emrolment

in 1949 indicate a similar fact regarding average enrolment of Juniors

1 Cf, Post, Appendix B, Table VII, p. 125



in church schools of the Bvangelical Mission Covenant churches.t
A total of 6,252 Juniors were enrolled in separate Junior classes in
355 of the total 520 church schools in America, or an average of
eighteen Juniors in each church schoole Although a large percentage
of the local church schools have a small enrolment of Juniors, tlere
are same whose enrolment reaches forty and f:i.t“c,y.2 In relation to
these facts which reveal a small church school enrolment it is also
well to observe that the total number of Sunday church schools and the
total active enrolment in them are slightly larger than the total
number of churches and the total church membership.3

2. Need for curriculum materials to fit the time available

A class period of thirty to forty minutes is provided for in-

struction in the majority of Sunday church schools. In fact, fifty-
one, i.e., seventy-one per cent, of the schools replying to the
questionnaire, allowed this amount of ‘X;ime.h The same number allowed
a worship or assembly period of fifteen to thirty mimutes.

3e Need for guidance in providing for Juniors real experiences

in worship as a church group

Judging from the replies to these questionnaires to superinten-

Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table V, p. 123

Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table VII, p. 125
Cfe Post, Appendix B, Table IV, p. 122
Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table VII, p. 125

£\ o



5

dents, little has been done in providing for Juniors real experiences
in worship as a church group. Very few conduct a children's church
vinich includes Juniors, and very few plan the adult service with these
children in mind,l Furthermore, out of fifty-tlhree churches who
reported that Juniors attend the advlt worship service, twenty-five
qualified that statement by saying that "some" did, or "a few",
"yery few', or only "occasionally."2
he DNeed for materials which give guidance to efforts to secure
home and church cooperation
A mjority of the churches put forth some effort to secure co-
operation between home and church., Visitation and personal contact
was mentioned most frequently as a means of securing home-church
cooperation. Means of contact which were used included: occasional
gatherings of parents and church school teachers, letters to parents,
bulletins, invitations, special notices and printed matter sent to

the homes, open house, banquets, family nights at church, demonstration
sessions for parents.3 There is, then, already an interest in this
area of home and éhurch cooperation. However, the reports from Rally
Month 1950, in which home visitation was one goal indicate that more
guidance and effort are needed in this area., Very few reported that

L

all homes of pupils through the Senior department were visited,

1 Cf, Post, Appendix B, Table VII, p. 125
2 Questionnaires to Superintendents, 1949
3 I—’bﬁ_o‘ﬂ ._.Cit .

l, Cfs Post, Appendix B, Table I, p. 118
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5. Need for curriculum materials which give guldance in activities

for Juniors in the church, other than the Sunday morning class

Clubs, choirs, and occasional activities were the most common
activities provided for Juniors in the church during the week.
Forty-one, il.e., sixty-three per cent, of the sixty-five church schools
replying indicated that something was done to provide for Juniors during ‘
the Wweeko! TWithout guidance there may be the danger that these week
day activities will fail to integrate with the total teaching ministry
of the churchs

6. Need for increasing the efficiency of teachers

Tglere was little indication of a regular continuous program for
increasing teacher efficiency, as concluded from the statements nede
by superintendents on the questionnaire. However, forty-one church
schools, ie. e., sixty-three per cent, put forth some effort in this
regard. Special classes or institutes for a short time. each year were
most frequemtly mentionede Although fifty church schools reported that
they have regular teacher's meetings, only six of these indicated that
their regular teacher's meetings were used to increase the efficiency
of teachers., The 1950 Rally lMonth had as one of its goals a ten lesson
teacher training course. One hundred thirty-five such classes were

reported.z There is, therefore, some interest in improving teacher

efficiency, but more guidance and effort are needed.

1 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table VII;p. 126
2 Cf, Post, Appendix B, Table I, p. 118



Te Need for improvement in the curriculumn mabterials in use
prior to October 1SL9
Curriculum materials published by the Covenant, Scripture Press,
and Gospel Light were most widely used in the Junior department in -
the spring of 1949 in three hundred fifty-five church schools in the
denomination. Only eighty-seven, i.es, twenty-five per cent of these
schools used material produced by their own denomination.l
The questionnaire sent to teachers'of Juniors in 191;9 indicated
that these same three publications were most Widelyused.2 The teacher's
evaluation of these materials indicated more negative responses to the
Coverant material than to Scripture Press or Gospel Light Press, Similar
evéluations were discovered in a previous study by a committee within
the Board of Youth Worke>
8o Need for curriculum maberials which meet the desires of teachers
The comments which teachers made regarding what they liked or
disliked about the curriculum materials they were using in 1949 and
their comments regarding what help they would like to recelve in the

new church school worker's magazine revealed some of the needs and desires

of teachers of Juniors in the Sunday church school.

1 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table III, p. 121
2 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table VIII, p. 127
3 Cfe Post, Appendix B, Table ITI, ppe 119, 120



The comments made by teachers on the qﬁestionnaire were

numbered consecutively from one to three hundred six. These comments

were then grouped according to the main idea which they expressed in

order to discover the most common needs and desires of these church

school teachers.

1

a. Child centered materials desired

The greatest number of comments on any one subject indicated a

desire on the part of teachers that curriculum materials should be

understandable and interesting to the pupil and should relate to the

pupil's life experiences. Beventy-five comments related to this

subject.2 In other words, teachers are thinking in terms of a child-

centered approach in teaching although they have not used those terms.

be Detailed help desired for teachers

The next highest number of comments, namely, fifty-eight, on

any one subject revealed the fact that teachers want specific, detailed

and sufficient quantity of helps.3 The specific type of aid requested

in fourteen of these fifty—eight comments and also by fifteen comments

under the item "Helps Desired in the New Magazine! were for visual

aids, stories, and illustrations.

2w oo

Cf. Post, Appendix B,
Cf+ Post, Appendix B,
Cfe Post, Appendix B,
Cfe Post, Aprendix B,
ppe 131, 132, 136

L

Tables IX, X, XI, XIT, ppe 128-137

Tables IX, 13 X, 1; XTI, 13
Table X, pp. 131, 132
Table X, 2, ¢, d, 0, S5, Uuj

XTI, 1; po. 128,131,133,136

Table XII, 2, 3



c. Workbook type of materials desired for pupils ,

A considerable number of comments, namely, twenty-five,
imdicated that teachers approved of pupil materials which included
puzzles, filling in blanks, questions to answer and workbooks,t
Only three expressed disapproval.2 Closely related to the interest in
workbook type of materials for pupils were the opinions regarding

home study or systematic Bible reading by pupils.3 It was indicated

that it was a problem to interest pupils in doing home Bible study.

Ce Theological Principles of the Denomination
Christian education is carried on by the church and, therefore,

a written curriculum for any department of the church should be in

harmony with the principles of theology and practice of the church.)‘L

The basic principles of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church are

those of historic evangelical Christianitys

"Our [ Evangelical Mission Covenant Church] characteristic
tenets were not invented by our forerummers. In asserting them
‘they made no claim to originality. In their essence they are as
old as the historic Christian faith., . . »

"Neither do we claim to have a monopoly on them. . . ."5

Historically, the Evangelical Mission Covemant Church of America

Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table XI 2, a~-f, j, k, 1, pp. 133, 13}

Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table XI 2, g, h, i, p. 134

Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table XI, 3, p. 13k

Ralph D. Heim, ILeading a Sunday Church School, lMuhlenburg Press,
1950, Pe 610 -

Swedish Evangelical Mission Covenant, Covenant Memories, 1885-1935,
Covenant Book Concern, 1935, p. 8.

vi Fwro e
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is Iutheran, having originated as a result of the Pietistic influence
upon the Iutheran State Church of Sweden. Church membership is open
to all believers regardless of creed but only to believerss In regard
to the interpretation of the atonement, baptism, and other wviews on
which Christians differ, the doctrinal views are not uniform within
the church. The Evangelical Mission Covenant Church respects the
historical creeds but does not include them in the Constitution.

In the article, "An Outline of History,"l the late Rev. Hjalmar
Sundquist sumnarizes
"e o« o Respecting the old historical creeds for their
inherent value, we refuse to be bound by any man-made creed, and
for that reason we have not incorporated even the Augsburg Con-
fession as part of our constitution, though we generally agree
with most of its contents,
"0f all the church groups classed in general under the
Iutheran classification the Mission Covenant enjoys the unique
distinction of having adopted no formal creed. It is satisfied
with the statement in its constitution, and in the constitutions
of most of its individual churches, that we accept the Word of God
as contained in Holy Scriptures of the 0ld and the New Testaments
as the one perfect and sufficient rule for faith and conduct."?
The five major principles in the belief and practice of the
Evangelical Mission Covenant Church are the following as stated by

the president of the denomination in the article, "Covenant Principles."3

1 Swedish Evangelical Mission Covenant, Covenant Memories, 1885-1935,
Ppe 77, 78.

2 Constitution of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church, Article II,
Confession, Yearbook, 1950.

3 Covenant Memories, ope. Cites, ppe 8-15.
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"1, Supremacy of the Bible

2. The necessity for spiritual life

3. Belief in the unity of all true Christians

lie The independence of the local church

5. The urgency of the missionary task"
These five major principles will affect the organization and content
of a church school curriculum, as well as the goals and methods of
Christian education within the church. The reason why the first
principle, supremacy of the Bible, has a particularly important place
in the teaching ministry of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church
will be seen in the following paragraph,

The independence of the local church and the freedom of conscience
in matters of interpretation are democratic principles which are his-
torically basic in the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church. However,
tley do invite danger of the intrusion of ideas and practices which
are foreign to historic evangelical Christianity and to the original
principles of the denomination. Those ideas which have the greatest
appeal to Covenanters at the present come from undenominational groups
or teachers where orthodoxy is the watchword.

", « o strange doctrines, unheard of by our fathers and
founders, are constantly being disseminated for the 'edification!
of young Covenanters--doctrines such as 'Eternal Security,?
'Entire Sanctification,'! 'the Second Work of Grace,! and many
other vagaries, including an extreme system of dispensationalism
unknown to our fathers and to the Christian church as a whole
until a relatively modern age.

"then such doctrines are premulgated by well known church
denominations, whose recognized faith and teaching they are,

they very seldom reach the attention and interest of our Covenanters.
It is different, however, when they are being taught by some
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undenominational' evangelist or Bible teacher, or ire sponsored
by some !'independent! group or institubion., . o of

The que s’oioniwhich was always on the lips of the founders of the
Evangelical Mission Covenant Church was, "How is it written in the
Scriptures?™ and that was their guide to faith and conduct. To be
consistent ﬁth the principles of the denomination and thus guard
against "strange doctrines" which are called orthodox, the teaching
ministry of the church must guide individuals to discover what the
Bible says through a first hand study of it, and must teach individuals
to use the Bible as a guide to faith and conduct, while at the same
time retaining the freedom of personal conscience in interpretation.
This understanding of the meaning of the term, "supremacy of thé
Bible", is consistent with the principles and practice of the

church. A written curriculum for the Junior department of the Sunday
church school of the Evangelical Mission Coverant Church ought to be

in harmony with this principle.

D. Decisions of the Board of Youth Work

An evalnation of curriculum materials for use in any department .
of the church school must consider how well those curriculum materials
follow the principles and specific suggestions set forth by the board
or committee who have the responsibility of guiding the entire program
of Christian education in the churches of the denomination.

According to the statement in the Constitution of the Evangelical

1 Covenant Memories, "An Outline of History", by Hjalmar Sundquist,
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Mission Covenant Church, the Board of Youth Work has the following
responsibilitys:

", « « supervise the activities of the Covenant Bible schools and
organizations of high school and older young people and shall be
responsi?le for planning and creating literature to serve in these
fields."

The decision to revise the church school curriculum materials
originated in the Board of Youth Wbrk.2 Further decisions made by the

Board of Youth Work determined the following pattern for the new
3

materials:

1. That they be definitely Biblical in content.

2, That they be department or group graded rather than yearly
graded.

3. That they follow the quarter systems;

he That the July-September quarter be a vacation unit, not se-
quentially related to the other three quarters.

5. That the new series be introduced in October 1949 for Junior,
Internediate, and Senior departments.

6. That certain goals of achievement be farmulated for each
department before the courses are prepared.

7. That the emphasis in the courses be evangelical.

No goals of achievement were formulated for each department
before the writers were asked to begin preparing the new materials.
However, the writers of the Sunday church school curriculum materials
and Dally Vacation Bible School curriculum materials met together for
writer's conferences in August 1949 and February 1950. Since there was
no curriculum committee within the Board of Youth Work before 1950,

the decisions at these wiiter's conferences served as guides in the -

1 ‘Evangelical Mission Covenant Church Yearbook, 1950, Article III,
Section 6

2 Cf. Ante, p. x.

3 Covenant Board of Youth Work Mimutes, October, 1947
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preparation of materials for the Junior department of the Evangelical
Mission Covenant Church. The suggestion was made that the writers use
as a general guide the eight objectives of Christian education released
by the International Council of Religious Education.l An overview of
the Sunday church school and vacation Bible school currieailum content
as presented at the writer's conference in February 1950, included for
the Junior department Sundé.y church school cwrriculum two years of
0ld Testament biographies and one year of New Testament biographies.

It was understood that the summer quarters were to be separate units

not sequentially related to the other three quarters.2

Eo Objectives and Principles of Curriculum Materials for Juniors
le Give evidence of a satisfactory organizing principle
a, Statement of organizing principle by the International
Council of Religious Education committee |

The formulation of a satisfactory theory of the curriculum is
basic to the projection of a curriculum, yet to arrive at such a theory
is not simple as evidenced by the many possible theories regarding what
should be the organizing principle of a curriculum of Christian Educa-
tion.3 Probably the two most commonly recognized theories of curriculum

are: first, content is the organizing principle; and second,

1 Covenant Writer's Conference Mimutes, August 1949; cf. Post,
Appendix C, pe.l70

Cf. Ante, p. 13

International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian
Education, IV, pp. 1L, 15

w N
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the individual learner is the organizing principle. In order to arrive
at a theory which might be a starting point and guide for blocking out
the curriculum and also a standard for evaluating it after it is prepared}
the International Council of Religious Education committee on the study
of Christian Education in 1946-47 made the following statement:?

"The purpose of the curriculum of Christian education is to
confront individuals with the eternal gospel, and to nurture within
them a life of faith, hope, and love in keeping with the gospel,

The organizing principle of the curriculum from the viewpoint of the
Christian gospel is to be found in the changing needs and experiences
of the individual as these include his relation to (1) God as revealed
in Jesus Christ; (2) his fellow men and human society; (3) his place
in the work of the world; (L) the Christian fellowship, the church;
(5) the continuous process of history viewed as a carrier of the
divine purpose and revealer of the moral law; (6) the universe in all
its wonder and complexity.!

Upon analysis and close examination of this statement the following
facts would be discovered. ©Such a theory sees the learner at the center
in relation to Christian faith and 1ife and it sees the Bible and other
parts of the Christian heritage as the "record of God's self-revelation
to mankind and of man's response to this revelation."> The Bible and
other parts of the Christian heritage become then the source and guide
for faith and conduct. In practical use, in some units content will be
the organizing principle and experience a contributory principle and in
other units the reverse will be tme.’“L

be. The statement made satisfactory to the Mission Covenant Church

It is admitted that the statement regarding the organizing principle

1 TInternational Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian
Education, IV, pp. 17

Ibid., p. 15

Ibid., p. 16

Ioe, cit.

/w oo



16
of a curriculum made by the International Council of Religious Education

committee for the study of Christian education does not provide the

=

answer to all practical questions but it does provide a basic conception.
It would seem, then, that some changes in the statement may be necessary
in order that it shall become a satisfactory organizing principle for a
curriculum in a specific situation. The Evangelical Mission Covenant
Church has only one statement of confession of faith® which is belief

in the'"Holy Scripture, the 0Old and New Testaments, as the Word of God
and the only perfect rule for faith, doctrine and conduct." An organ-
izing principle of the curriculum, in order to be satisfactory to the
BEvangelical Mission Covenant Church, must therefore place this emphasis
on the Bible in the actual statement of its organizing principle. It
would retain the purpose of the curriculum, as being to confront
individuals with the gospel and nurture in them a life in keeping with
the Gospel., It would retain the emphasis on the needs and experiences
of the individual in relation to God as reveéled in Christ, and in
relation to his fellow men, his work in the world, the church, the con-
tinuous process of history, and the universe., But it would place primary
emphasis on the Bible, not as remote from present-day living, but as the
carrier of the faith and knowledge necessaryfin order that men may be
confronted with the Gospel and nurtured in a Christian life, and as a
carrier of the message which can meet the changing needs and experiences
of men in relation to the areas just mentioned. It would not, however,

place the Bible content on the same level as other parts of the Christian

1 International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian
Education, IV, pe 17

2 Ante, p. 10;
Constitution of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church, Article II,
Confession, Yearbook 1950
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heritage. The organizing principle would be the Bible, but the Bible
as basic to the needs and experiences of men and basic to confronting
individuals with the Gospel, and therefore, not remote from life ex-
periences., It would thus attempt to synthesize the views of Bible-
centered and experience-centered curriculum in the light of the needs

of persons.1

ce The organizing principle related to a Sunday church school
curriculum for Juniors

There are within a local church several agencies of Christian
education, such as the Sunday church school, the weekday church school,
the vacation church school, fellowship groups, choirs, clubs, the
church worship service, the home, and so forth. The organizing principle
and the general objectives are uniform for the entire program of Chris-
tian education for all ages within the church. However, each agency
does have its unique curricula responsibility. Because the Sunday
church school at the present reaches more individuals than other agencies
vithin the church? it should be provided with the basic curriculum of
the Christian faith and 1life with the other curricula offering additional
and supplementary material.> The basic curriculum and the other curricula
will, however, together form a unit.h It is the opinion of the Interna-
tional Council of Religious Education committee on the study of Christian

education that this basic curriculum of the Sunday church school should

Paul Vieth, The Church and Christian Education, p. 5

Robert Powell, Improving Your Church School, p. 29
International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian
Education, IV, p. 29

Robert Powell, ope. citep. 29

= wmMH
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run considerably to Biblical, historical, doctrinal, and ethical
content."! However s such content should be relevant to present day
living,ztand appeal to the experience and interest of the child,3
Since a Juniar child is ready to begin a first hand study of the Bible,l
-and the Junior age is a time to begin supervised si'n.ui;y',5 the Sunday
church school curriculum for Juniors will seek to guide ’ché child to
discover in the Bible the message of God to him, relevant to his needs
for -faith and guidance in his relation to God, to other pecple, to his
place in the work of the world of his experience, to the church, and
to the universe as he knows it and wonders about it.

2o Be true to the basic content of the Christian faith and life
2. Evangelical
A curriculum of Christian education is subject to change as it
seeks to meet changing needs of persons in different situations and at
different age levels, However, there is one principle of a curriculum
of Christian education which does not change, namely, that it must be

true to the basic content of the Christian faith and life .6 Theological

1 International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian

Fducation, IV, p. 29

Cf, Mary Alice Jones, The Faith of Our Children, pp. 119-122

Cf. Mary Alice Jones, Guiding Children in Christian Growth, p. 112

International Council of Religious Education, Goals for the Chris-

tian Education of Children, p. 153 Cf, Edith Welker, The Church at

Work with Junior Children, pp. 15, 163 Cf. Mildred and Frank Eakin,

Your Child's Religion, p. 66

5 ZEthel Smither, The Use of the Bible with Children, pp. 106-130

6 Cf. Philip lotz, Orientation in Religious Education, C. A. Bowen,
"Curriculum Patterns for the Church School," p. 111; International
Coungil of Religions Education, Study of Christian Education, IV,
Do 1

£7w
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opinions will differ but the personal relationship of the person to
God is basic,

"Hence, the church must always point beyond all systems of
theology to the necessity of a personal relationship with God
Himself, Creator, Judge, Redeemer. It is only in such personal
experience of the divine-human encounter that the antinomies of
Christian faith are in a measure resolved.ht

A curriculum for Juniors will then have as its basic purpose
to seek to guide children who are nine, ten, and eleven years of age
to a vital relationship with God. To the extent that it does that it
can be said to be evangelistic, for evangelism is the process of bring-
ing others to experience the Gospel and live according to it.2
The curriculum will, however, advocate methods of evangelism which are
in harmony with sound educational principles.3 Furthermore , worship
will be central in the curriculum, as it is in the church, for its
purpose is to achieve a deep sense of God.

b. Biblical

To be true to the basic content of the Christian faith and life,
a curriculum must be Biblical, for the Bible contains the subject
matter of faith and the pattérn and source of Christian life. It is a

record of God's dealings with men and men's response to him, and it is

a revelation of God's nature, character, and will for men.

1 International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian
Education, II, p. 17

2 International Council of Religious Education, Evangelism of Children, p. 5

3 Cf, Post, p.23-26
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Tt [The Bible | provides the body of truth concerning God's plan
of redemption which is indispensable and absolutely trustworthy.
It contains the subject matter that is basic for Christian decision
and nurture. The foundations of the curriculum of educational
evangelism are found in the 0ld and New Testaments."

A curriculum for Juniors will use the Bible as the basic content
of the Christian faith and life,2 but it will use the Bible in accordance
with sound educational principles.> Content is important, for the Bible
is the essential source of curriculum materials, but the nature of the
pupil, the laws of learning and the spirit and teaching of Christianity
will affect the preparation, selection and use of these materials.h

3. Embody objectives which contribute to the goals of Christian
education

A curriculum of Christian education for the Junior department
should further the children's growth along each of the major objectives
of Christian education.g These general objectives can be interpreted
for use in the Christian education of children under the following
general headings:é Relationship with God and ideas of God; Relationship
with Jesus and ideas of Jesus; The Child and the Church Fellowship;
the Child's Heritage in the Bible; the Child in his Personal Relation-
ships, that is, Christian character75 the Child in his Social Relation-

ships, that is, Christian relationship with others.0 Within each

1 Norman Richardson, The Teaching Evangelist, Study Unit IIT, "The
Biblical Basis", pe L

2 Cf, Ante, pp. 17, 18

3 Cf. Post, pp.2l

Li Cf. Philip Lotz, Orientation in Religious Education, C. A. Bowen,
"Curriculum Patterns for the Church School", pp. 106-107

5 International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Guide, p. 73

Cf, Post, Appendix C, p.170; Cf. Mildred Eakin, Teaching Junior Boys

and Girls, po. 61-63

"~ 6 International Council of Religious Education, Goals for Children;
Cf. Pearl Rosser, Your Child Grows Toward God ‘

7 Cf. Rosser, Your Child Grows Toward God

8 Toe Cite.
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area designated by these headings will be specific goals which Junior
children are capable of attaining. In a satisfactory cui*riculum of
Christian Education for Juniors the specific goals will cantribute to
each ofl‘ the general goals of Christian Education.

Lo Be rich in contentl

a. large use of Biblical material

Good éurriculum materials make large use of the Bible o2 However,
mere quantity of Bible study does not make a satisfactory curriculum
for Juniors. The Bible must be used in such a way tﬁa’c its real values
becore a part of the lives of the pupils at their present level of
maturity and experience.3 Memorization of Scripture passages belongs
in the Junior department. The ability to quote beautiful Scripture,
poems, and hymns gives the Junior a way of expressing his feelirgs,
enriches his religious vocabulary and may become a helpful part of the
religious development of Juniors.t

be Extra-Biblical material

Extra-biblical material such as art, songs, and projected

materials® which are of good quality and have religious valuej stoi'ies,

International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Guide, p. 8
Loce Cite.

International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian
Education, II, p. 23; VI, p. 20; Cf, Mildred Eakin, Teaching Junior:
Boys and Girls, pp. 53, 5L; Cf. Florence Martin, When They are Nine
to Eleven, pe 35; Cf. Post, pe 2l

l} Edith Welker, The Church at Work with Junior Children, p. 3L

5 International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian
Edueation, II, pe 3k

W N
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biography and missionary materials are included in a good curriculum.l
Outstanding post-Biblical personalities of the church are inspiring
for Christian livingz, and essential in order to see the continuing
life of the church as the comnection between our experience and the
experience of the people of God in Biblical time.

#The faith of our fathers is living still because the light has
never ceased to shine. Christian education should turn its spot-
light on the great epochs and outstanding personalities if our
own faith is to have deep roots."
Stories about how we got our Bible have a place in a curriculum for
Juniors.h

ce Materials to promote teacher growth

A good curriculum includes materials to enrich the teacher's

5

background and suggests references for further study by the teacher.
The practical suggestions for preparing to teach and for actual teaching
should contribute to the teacher's growth in teaching kil1,6 Materials

should also contribute to the teacher's personal spiritual growth.7

International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Guide, p. 8
International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian
Education, IT, p. 28

Iog.Cit. .

Pearl Rosser, Your Child Grows Toward God, p. 13

International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Guide, p. 8
Ibide, po 1

Ibide, p. 1li; International Council of Religious Education, Study
of Christian Education, IV, p. 27

N

~3 NI
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5. Be in harmony with educational principles
a.’ Developmental principle of growth
Modern study of persons recognizes growth as a central principle.
Growth is gradual, uneven and each child has his om rate of growth.l
To force learning before a person has the necessary maturity for it is
both harmful and a waste of time. Therefore, a sound theory of religious
education must be developmental.2 The implication of this fact needs
to be considered in a Christian Education curriculum for Juniors.
It will be recognized especially in the areas of methods of evangelism
of Juniors.and in methods of the use of the Bible with Juniors.
(1) Applied to evangelism
If it is recognized that a child is a growing person, that
maturity takes time, adult conceﬁts and patterns of experience will

not be forced on children.3 However, a developmental view of growth

does not exclude crises experielrlces.LL Although changes are taking

place imperceptibly,crises experiences, choices and decisions are con-
tributory to growth. Conversion may be a crisis to a child, but not
necessarily cataclysmic.5 There will be many crises experiences as an
individual grows. Decisions regarding Christ should be taking place
constantly,é and each response to Christ contributes to religious growth,

However, there will be one experience more outstanding than any other

1 Mary Alice Jones, Guiding Children in Christian Growth, pp. 11-1k

2 International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian
Education, pe 32, Study II

3 Paul Vieth, The Church and Christian Education, p. 7h

Li International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian
Education, IT, p. 32

5 Ibid., p. 33

6 Elmer Homrighausen, Choose Ye This Day, p. 127
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when the person will recognize his need of Christ and receive him as
Savior from sin for a life of rightecuisness, Exactly when a child is
ready to make such a decision meaningfully, and sincerely commit his
life to Christ can not be measured by chronological age.1 However,
generally, Juniors are ready to declare publicly their decision to
accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and to follow him through 1ife,?
Such a decision must be the child's own, not the result of the pressure
of the group or the desire to please a teacher.>

(2) Applied to the use of the Bible

A developmental principle of growth will result in selection
of Biblical material which is suitable to the age group for which it
is intended.h The fact that a story happens to be in the Bible does
not mean that it is appropriate to use with Juniors. Scripture materials
will be selected to fit the needs and maturity level of the child in a
curriculun which is in harmony with the developmental principle.,5

be Centrality of purposeful activity in the growth of individ-
ua136

"The expression of purposes in activity is an educational nec-

essity."! However, the purposes must be those of the leamer. S Teaching

Norman Richardson, The Teaching ZEvangelist, Study Unit VIII, p. 6
Pearl Rosser, Your Child Grows Toward God, p. 11

Cf, Irene Caldwell, Our Concern is Children, p. 160; Cf. Richardson,
The Teaching Evangelist, VIII, p. 8

Paul Vieth, the Church and Christian Education, p. 81

International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian
Education, IL, p. 22

6 Ibid., pe 3L

7 Toeedlit.

8 Paul Vieth, The Church and Christian Education, p. 75

w o=
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is concerned with guiding a groving person to acquire worthy purposes

and to carry out those purposes. This fact has implications in class-

room procedures and in curriculum materials, Junior children should be

led to have a purpose for the study of a unit, for the memorization

of a passage, or for the doing of a project, and then be guided to

plan how to carry out their purpose and to complete the task they pur-

nosed to do. Projects which are only busy-work or have no significance

to the Junior have no educational value.

Cc. Recognizes how people learn

Persons learn by doing, that is, by experience. They learn by

thinking, planning and carrying out their plans, choosing and trying

out their choic:es.:L These facts should guide the methods of teaching

suggested in a Junior curriculum. There will be suggestions regarding

how to guide pupil experience and create situations in which children

may have wortlwhile experiences. Ways of stimulating thinking, ways

of leading children to plan and execute plans will be included.

Persons learn by being with other people.2 Therefore, suggestions

for group planning and projects, work in committees, and fellowship in

the church group will be encouraged, and the importance of the home

fellowship will be recognized.3

L

de Meets the needs and interests of the learner

Curriculum materials for Juniors must meet the vital needs and

W N

International Council of Religious Education, Evangdism of Children, p. 9
Cf. Mildred Bakin, Teaching Junior Boys and Girls, pp. 24-35
International Council of Religious Education, Evangelism of Children, p. 9
Paul Vieth, The Church and Christian Education, pp. 76,77

International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Guide, pe 7
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interests of a Junior. It is important, too, that the curriculum
material seems useful to the child himself, in order that a readiness
for learning may be created.l Interest is that positive emotional
factor which motivates a person to want to know and to do, and stimulates
thinking and purpose. It is the starting point for worthwhile activities.2
Interest is a factor in readiness to learn. A teacher needs to know |
the age group in géneral and his ovn group in particular, and be alert
to the experiences which his pupils are having in their homes and
commnity in order to know the specific needs and inberests of his
pupils.3 The curriculum materials should therefore not only inform
the teacher with regard to the general needs and interests of Juniors,
but also inspire him to discover the specific needs and interests of
his own class members in order that he may be teaching pupils rather
than lessons.

6. Contribute to comprehensiveness, balance, and sequence in the
curriculum
The Sunday church school curriculum for Juniors should fit into
a total curriculum of Christian Education which is balanced, comprehen-
sive and has sequence.h
Te Be usable in the situations for which they are intended
a. Contribute to local church objectives

Not only should curriculum materials embody the general objectives

Cf, Mary Alice Jones, Guiding Children in Christian Growth, pp. 109-111
Cfo Mildred Eakin, Teaching Junior Boys amd Girls, p. 93 Cfe. Edith
Welker, The Church at Work with Junioer Children, pe 7

International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Guide, p. 27

Ibidey PP 8, Lk

N
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of Christian Education but they should also support the basic objectives
'of the local church or denomination in which they will be used.t
Teaching materials prepared for Juniors in the Evangelical Mission Cov~
enant Church should, then, be usable in the churches of that denomina-
tion and should meet the needs there.?

be Meet limitations of local situations
Often Sunday church school curriculum materials can not be as
ideal as might be desired because of limited time and equiprent.
", « « the Sunday School curriculum may perfarce have to make cone-
siderable room for a maximum of talking (whether lecture, discussion,
or stary telling) and a minimum of 'activity'. This is scarcely
our ideal, and we should be unremitting in our efforts to train
leaders for the most effective modes of teaching; but the fact still
remains that many present teachers are lost in anything but talking,
and mst teach in the same room with a number of other classese"
ce Meet practical needs of teachers
The helps for teachers will seek to give aid without giving the
impression that the suggestions must be followed slavishly, but rather
that the quarterly is merely an aid to teaching.h Suggestions should
be given simply, specifically, and in detail, and yet a variety of
procedures suitable for the age group and many optional suggestions
and supplementary suggestions are necessary to challenge the

creative and experienced teacher.> In other wards s

International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian
Education, III, p. 16

Cf. ,Ante, PP 3"‘1h

International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian
Education, IV, pe 29

Ibldo, Pe 12

International Counecil of Rellg:.crus Education, Curriculum Guide, p. 8

wmE wm M



teacher's helps mst meet the needs of both the experienced and in-
mcperienced.l They must also be inspirational,2 for only lives that
have been changed and moved by the joy of discovering God's message '
can stir others.> Furthermore, in order to use naterials'effectively
teachers need to underztand the purpose and plan of the whole curriculum,
to surve;} each unit and see its relation to the whole pla.n.h
d. Provide for week-day clubs

Some detailed guidance for leaders of such weekday activities
as Junior clubs ought to be included in the curriculum.’ TWhen no
other curriculum guide is provided for such activities for Juniors in
the church, the Sunday church school curriculum will need to include
suggestions for these other activities in order to retain unity in the
entire program of Christian Education in the church.

8, Provide for cooperation between teachers and parents

The home is the primary teacher of religion. "For good or ill,
the home actually shapes life more than any other groﬁp or institution."7
Children should receive from the curriculum of Christian Education a
high appreciation of the home and a clarification of their part in the
home.8 The home should nowhere be looked upon as a supplement to the
church, yet provision of home-work suggestions in currieculum materials

is necessary in order that the work dme at church may be reinforced

International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian Ed-
ucation, IV, pe 25

Cfe. Ante, pe 22

Cfe+ International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian
Education, VI, p. 19

International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Guide,

ppe 24, 25; Cf, Paul Vieth, The Church and Christian Education, Pe 1h9
I. Co Re Eo., Study of Christian Education, IV, p. 3k

Cf. Paul Vieth, ope. cite., pe 97

I. Ce Re E,y Study of Christian Education, IV, p. 21

Loc. Cit.

-3 OV B W M
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at home. The purpose of such home-work suggestions will then be to
help the home in its teaching tasket

9. Employ good style and form?

A literary style which is simple, clear, direct, easily read,
and interesting is necessary for both pupil's and teacher's reading
materiale. A pleasing and attractive lay—ouﬁ s well reproduced pictlures
of good quality, and print which is suitable for the age group are
requirements,

10. Give evidence of a purpose for the reading material provided
for pupils

If reading materials for pupils are a part of the curriculum
materials they should serve a definite and worthwhile purpose such as
one of the following:‘3 gtimlate pupils to admire a character or to
grow in some phase of Christian life; serve as a guide to solving every
day problems on the pupil's own age level; serve as a guide for the use
of the Bible; or help to unify class discussion. Because class sessions
are too short, and because teachers can not count on pupils studying
the materials in their quarterlies if they were to take them home, it
is wiser that the amount of reading for pupils to do in their quarter-
lies be short in order not to decrease the time for valuable class

conversation or activity.

1 Cf, Intermational Council of Religious Education, Study of Chr:.st1an
Education, IV, pp. 22, 31

International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Guide, p. 8
Ibldo’ Pe 15

w N
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Fo Summary
It has been the purpose of this chapter to discover the basic
factors which contribute to the formation of a standard for evalunating
Sunday church school curriculum materials for Juniors in the Evangelicgl
Mission Covenant Church. Since the written materials for use in the
Sunday church school can not be independent from the entire curriculum
for Juniors in the church, the discovery of the basic factors in the
situation is not limited to consideration of the Sunday morning class
session. Furthermore, since written materials are not themselves the
curriculum but rather serve as guides to the church in its achieving
of certain aims of Christian ed.ucation,1 basic factors in the area of
Jocal church needs, theological principles of the denomination, and
decisions of the Board of Youthv Work relative to a curriculum of Christian
education, have been investigated.
It has been discovered that churches reed Sunday church school
urriculum materials which are usable in either large or small schools,
and that can be used advanbageously in a thirty-minute class pericd on
Sunday morning. They need curriculum materials which emphasize the
importance of and give guidance in ways and neans of providing for Juniors
genuine experiences in worship as a church group, and materials which
emphasize the importance of and give guidance in home and church rela-
tionships. They need curriculum materials which provide guidance for
weekday activities, They need Sunday church school curriculum materials
which enrich the teacher's skill and efficiency, and which teachers

consider satisfactory. It was discovered that teachers desire curric-

1 Vieth, The Church and Christian Education, p. 134,135
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ulum materials for Sunday church school which are child-centered,
which provide ample and specific help for teachers, and which prqvide
workbook type of materials for pupils. To be in harmony with the the-
ological principles of the denomination amd wi’dq decisions of the Board
of Youth work, curriculum materials must emphasize the importance of
and provide tra.ining in use of the Bible as a guide to faith and conduct,
be evangelical, recognize the urgency of the missionary task, be Biblical
in content, follow the quarter system, and be group graded. Furthermore,
the objectives and principles of a curriculum of Christian education
which are gererally accepted by leaders in the field of Christian educa-
tion have been investigated. These findings,combined with those dis-
coveréd through an investigation of the local church needs, theological
principles of the denomination and decisions of the Board of Youth Work,
will form the basis for the standards of .evaluation of the Junior
curriculum in the Mission Covenant church. An evaluation of the Sunday
church school curriculum materials for Juniors in the Mission Covenant
church will then consider to what extent the wfi‘bten materials embody
these following standards:

The curriculum materials for Juniors will--

le. consider the Bible as its organizing principle, but the Bible,
not as remote from present-day living, but as basic to the needs and
experiences of Juniors, and basic to confronting them with the Gospel.
2. be evangelical and Biblical but employ methods of evangelism and
methods of using the Bible with Juniors which are in accordance with

sound educational principles. Since the curriculum shall be evangelical,

worship will be emphasized.
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3. embody objectives which contribute to the general goals of Chris-
tian education.
he be rich in content. In addition to a large use of the Bible in
ways which are meaningful and valuable to Juniars, including memor-—
ization of Seripture passages, there will be art, songs, projected
materials, stories, missionary materials, biography of post-Biblical
personalities of the church, and materials which conmtribute to the
teachert's teaching skill and spiritual growth.
5. be in harmony with sound educational principles. The develop-
mental principle of growth; the cembtrality of purposeful activity;
the fact that people learn by thinking, planning, choosing and doing
and by being with other people; and the necessity of meeting the needs
and interests of the learner, will be considered in the curriculum
materials., |
6o fit into the total curriculum of Christisn education.
7+ be usable in the situations for which they are intended.
Therefore, it will contribute to local church and denominational objec-
tives., Also it will meet the limitations of local situations and
therefore, Sunday church school materials must include methods involving
cansiderable ta]king and little activity, must be adaptable to large
or small schools and to a thirty minute teaching session, must be
gréup graded and follow the quarter system. It will meet the practical
needs of teachers by providing ample, specific, detailed aid as well as
supplementary suggestions for experienced teachers, and will take into
consideration teachers! désire for aid in making their teaching child-

centered and their desi.re for some kind of workbook type of material
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for pupils. It will aid teachers to understand the purpose and plan
of the entire curriculum, survey the unit, and see its relation to the
whole ecurriculum. Since weekday activities are provided for Juniors
in many churches a curriculum to be usable in the sitnation will
include guidance for this type of activity in order to retain unity.
8. provide for cooperation between teachers and parents and home
wrk suggestions which help the home in its teaching task.

9. employ good style and form.

10. have a worthy purpose for the material prepared for pupil reading.



CHAPTER II

CONSPECTUS (F THE SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
CURRICUIUM FOR JUNIORS IN THE EVANGELICAL MISSION COVENANT CHURCH

Ao Introduction

It is the purpose of this chapter to presemt a conspectus of the
Sunday Church School curriculum for Juniors in the Evangelical Mission
Covenant Church for October 1949 to June 1951. All materials provided
for the use of teachers, pupils, and parents have been investigated.
A chart showing the content by quarters, a description of the essential
printed materials, a list of all supplementary materials referred to
in the teachers' helps, and a list of the unifying activities suggested

for each chapter have been prepared.

Bo Content

Except for the summer quarter, July to September 1950, which is
a unit on prayer, the content of the Sunday church school curriculum
for Juniors consists of 0ld Testament biographies, chronologically arranged
and organized into units, called chapters, each chapter having one major
idea, Scripture for pupil research is included for each teaching session
and for each chapter a Scripture memory passage is selected whose central
idea is the same or similar to the central idea of the chapter., At least
one session during each chapter is usually devoted to presenting the
menory passage as a whole. The following chart indicates the cmtent

in detail:
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Ce Essential Printed Materials Provided

1. Bible School Leadert

Printed materials for teachers appear in the denominational church

school leader's monthly magazine, Bible School Ieader. There is one

regular columm relating to the Junior department each month. Topics
considered have been the following:z

Know Your Juniors

Christmas Is Coming (preparing for the Christmas worship service)
When Do Juniors Worship ‘
What Shall I Write On (providing blackboard and bulletin boards)
Providing a Worship Experience

The Teacher Counsels

Iisten to Me (meeting the problem of lack of interest)

You Need Pictures

Teaching Which Touches Life

Creating Readiness for Prayer

Helping Juniors Put Prayer into Words

Enlarging the Junior's Concept of Prayer

A Ietter May Help (letter to parents)

The Junior Club

Using a Christmas Worship Center

Do Your Juniors Read Their Bibles (letter to parents)

We'lve Heard that Story Before (meeting the problem of lack of interest)
My Problem Is--(meeting problems of group control)

‘Do Your Juniors Memorize Scripture (letter to parents)
Interesting Juniors in Reading

Review Can Be Fun

The letters to parents appear each quarter as samples for the teachers

to use in infoming parents regarding the content and aims of the

Junior department for the quarter. During Year One a separate printed

letter to parents was provided but this was discontinued in Year Twoe
Four pages, or eight columns, are allowed for teaching helps

for the month except when there are five Sundays in a month, in which

case five pages are allowed for teacher's helps under the title, "Teach-

ing Hints for Junior Lessons." The material is arranged under two

1 Bible School Ieader, October 1949 through June 1951
2 Ioc. Cit.
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headings, the "Introduction" to the unit or the month's work, and
"Specific Procedure" for each Sundaye. The introductién has as its
purpose to help teachers prepare the unit as a whole, and usually
includes a suggestion for a unifying activity for the unit,lor chapter,
as it is called. Suggestions for an extended session or between-Sunday
activities are included in the Introduction. Under the heading, "Spec-
ific Procedure," there is a suggested lesson plan for each Sunday;

The second year, October 1950 to June 1951, includes also suggestions
foar the teacher's Bible study for the week. ILesson aims are listed
for the unit fo:r; the first year and the summer quarter, but from AOc’co-
ber 1950 to June 1951 an aim is stated for each lesson. Books, flat
pictures, songs, projected materials, records, miscellaneous materials,
class-made aids such as charts and lists, and the use of the blackboard
and the bulletin board are suggested within the body of the printed
matter contained under the teaching hints for Junior lessons.
2+ Pupil's Quarterlyz

The pupil's quarterly, five and me=half by eight and one-half
inches in size, is a thirty-two page guide to Bible study for Junior
boys and girls, It is not a workbook but provides a one to three page
story which purposes to arouse interest in knowing more of the Bible
story, to aid understanding of the Bible passage or story, and to refer

the child to the Bible itself for research. WIts purpose is to interest boys

2 They Heard God Speak-Fall, Winter, Spring quarterlies; Teach Us to
Pray-Summer quarterly; Messengers of God-Fall, Winter, Spring quarterlies
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and girls who are nine, ten,and eleven years old in reading selected
passages, and to help them understand the story and its message to them
when they read it in their Bible."l The tooklet uses twelve-point type,
a good grade of paper, and three or four full page photographs. ZEach
booklet, except the fall 1949 quarterly, has also had a simple map and
either a time line or a chart indicating time relationships. ZEach
quarterly is for use for three months as follows:
Year One
October-December, 19L9 -~ "They Heard God Speak," Fall Quarter
January-larch, 1950 - "They Heard God Speak," Winter Quarter
April-June, 1950 -~ "They Heard God Speak," Spring Quarter
July-Septenber, 1950 - "Teach Us To Pray," Sumer Quarter
Year Two ;
October-December, 1950 - "Messengers of God in a New Land," Fall Quarter
January-March, 1951 - "Messengers of God in a Kingdom," Winter Quarter
April-June, 1951 - "Messengers of God in Times of Hardship,"
Spring Quarter ‘
The following changes were made in the pupil's quarterlies for
Year Two in order to clarify certain questions and clear up misunderstand-
ings on the part of teachers who were using the materials: including a
letter to teachers in each quarterly, including a table of contents in
each quarterly, inserting the word, "lesson", before each story in addi-
tion to consecutive numbering of the stories from one to thirteen in
each quarterly regardless of chapter numbers, listing the Scripture to
read and the verses to memorize at the begimning of each lesson, beginning

each lesson at the top of a page, printing a Bible passage from the

memory selection at the bottom of each photograph, and inserting sub-titles

within each story.

T Nessengers of God, Spring 1951, p. 3; Winter 1951, p. 3; Fall 1951, p. 3
Bible School Ieader,October 1949, p. 1k
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3. OCro ss:roa.ds1

The last page of the weekly four-page Junior Sunday School paper,
Crossroads, is related to the study material used in the Sunday church
school class. Daily Bible reading suggestions, crossword puzzles, ques-
tions and blanks are provided. It is intended that this home work shall
guide the Junior to use the Bible passages studied on Sunday as devo-
tional reading during the week, and to give opportunity for reviewing
at home the content studied at church. The letter to teachers in the
pupil's quarterlies, the "Teaching Hints for Junior Lessons® and the

letter to parents in the Bible School Leader explain that it is by means

of Crossroads that parents are kept informed about the content of study
in the Sunday church school and that the Juniors are guided toward

habits of daily personal Bible reading and prayere.

De Other Materials Sugges1;e<i2
Additional and supplementary material for use in the Sunday
church school class sessions or in between-Sunday activities for Juniors

are suggested each month in the Bible School leader in the section en-

titled, "Teaching Hints for the Junior Iessons." The following lists
indicate in detail the materials and the unifying activities suggested

for each unit:

1 Crossroads, all issues from Octiober 1949 through Jure 1951
2 Bible School Ieader, October 1949 through June 1951
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LIST OF MATERIALS

A, ZEssential materials for each pupil: A persomal copy of the Biblej
the current pupil quarterlygand Junior paper, Crossroads.

Be ZEssential materials for each teacher: A Bible; the current issue of
the Bible School leader; blackboard and bulletin board or substitute;
paper, crayons, pencils, and other materials for unifying activities;

_ other suggested teaching aids such as flat pictures, books, songs,
projected pictures, and records selected from the suggestions of fered
each month in the Bible School leader.

C. Other Suggested Teaching Aids Listed by Quarters
l. Course Title: They Heard God Speak, Fall Quarterl

Books: (Available at Covenant Press)

--IvIcGavran, Stories of the Book of Books
*Rice, Creative Activities

#Rinden, Around the World with the Bible
*Bowman, You Can Do It

Iooney, Guiding Junior Boys and Girls

Flat Pictures: (Available at Covenant Press)
¥Head of Christ" by Sallman

"Christ at the Heart's Door" by Sallman
Standard Set on the Life of Christ

Songs:
¥MThis Is My Father's World"

Projected materials: (Available at Covenant Youth Department)
#Film strip, "This Is My Father's World!
s81ides:
"Head of Christ" by Sallman, Cm985
"Arrival of the Shepherds" by Merson, Ch302
"Tidings of Great Joy' by Plockhorst, Ch281
"Arrival of the Shepherds" by Lerolle, Ccl89
"Star of Bethlehem" by VonEchenbrecher, Ch308
#"The Flight into Egypt" by Giradet, CcSLLB
Song Slide, "Joy to the World", 9L
Song Slide, "0 ILittle Tomn of Bethlehem" s 122

*Materials suggested for extended sessions.

1 BRible School Ieader, October 1949, pp. 15, 16, 21; November 1949,
pe. 123 December 1949, p. 1L
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Records: (Available at Covenant Press)
*Spire Records Album, "A Savior Is Born"

Misallaneous:
‘Pictures suggesting wonders of creation clipped from magazines

2o Course Title: They Heard God Speak, Winter Quarterl

Books: (Available at Covenant Press)
*Rinden, Around the World with the Bible

Flat Pictures:
"The Lost Sheep" by Soord (New York Graphic Society)
tJesus, the Children's Friend" by Sallman (Covenant Press)

Prajected materials: (Available at Covenant Youth Department)
+*S1ides (Standard Company prints)

"Abram Builds an Altar®

"Three Angels Visit Abram®

"Esau Forgives Jacob!

3. Course Title: They Heard God Speak, Spring Quarterz

Books: (Covenant Press)
Bailey, Gospel in Art

Flat Pictures: (New York Graphic Society)
"Triumphal Entry" by Plockhorst

"Last Supper" by Da Vinci

"fhile I Go and Pray Yonder" by Hofmamn
"Follow Me" by Curr ~

Projected mterials: (Covenant Youth Department)
¥Filmstrips, "Life of Joseph" (Cathedral)
#Slides: ‘
"Triumphal Entry" by Plockhorst
"Last Supper? by DaVinei
"Jhile I Go and Pray Yonder" by Hofmann
"Peter and John Rumning to the Tomb" by Burnand
"His Presence" by Sallman ;

Records (Available at Covenant Press)
#Spire Records Album, "A Savior is Born"

sMaterials suggested for extended sessions.

T Bible School leader, January 1950, pp. 10, 11; February 1950, p. 12
2 Bible School Leader, April 1950, pp. 9, 103 May, 1950, p. 7, 11
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i, Course Title: WTeach Us To Pray“l

Books: (Available at Covenant Press)
Chappell, Sermons on the Lord's Prayer (for the teacher)
Niedermeyer, Then I Think of God (for the pupil)

Flat pictures:

"Boy Christ™ by Sallman

"Christ at Dawn" by Sallman

"Christ in Gethsemane! by Sallman or Hofmamn
"Sermon on the Mount! by Wood

"Feeding the Five Thousand" by Wood

Isaiah Praying in the Temple

Songs:
"This Is My Fabther's World!

Projected Materials: (Available at Covenant Youth Department )
#Filmstrip, "This is My Father's World"
#Nature scene slides ,

Miscellaneous ¢

Pictures of people praying

Pictures of people whose names have become honored
Pictures of a garden and of a slum area

Pictures of poverty stricken children

5. Course Title: "lfessengers of CGod in a New Land®?

Books: (Available at Covenant Press)
*Egermeier, Girls' Stories of Great Women
#Egermeier, Boys' Stories of Great lMen
*Lobingier, Activities in Child Education
Meyer, Through the Bible Day by Day
#Rice, Creative Activities

Flat Pictures:

THead of Christ" by Sallmen (Covenant Press

"Christ and the Fishermen" by Zimmerman (New York Graphic Society)
"The Arrival of the Shepherds" by ILerolle (New York Graphic Society)
Standard Set on the ILife of Christ (Covenant Press)

% Materials suggested for extended sessions.

1

2

Bible School Ieader, July 1950, pp. 7, 10, 11, 13; August, pp. 1,15;
Septerber 1950, p. 13

Bible School leader, October 1950, pp. 13, 1k, 15, 16; November 1950,
pp. 11, 12, 1li; December 1950, pp. 10, 12
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Songs:

"Come Thou Almighty King!

nJesus Calls Us"

there He leads Me I Will Follow®

Records: (Available at Covenant Press)
#Singspiration Sacred Records Albums 1 and 2

Projected Materials:(Covenant Youth Department)

ides:

"ﬁead of Christ" by Sallman, Cm985

"Arrival of the Shepherds" by Merson, Ch302
"Tidings of Great Joy* by Plockhorst, Ch281
"Arrival of the Shepherds" by lerolle, Ccl89
"Star of Bethiléhem" by Von Echenbrecher, Ch308
"The Flight into Egypt" by Giradet, Ce543
Song Slide, "Joy to the Worldt, 9l

Song 8lide, "0 Little Tomn of Bethlehem," 122

Miscellaneous:

Pictures of a Bible, a child reading the Bible, a child follow-
ing a Bible teaching

Picture of an historic monument

Picture of a child in a store

Picture of an interesting looking adult

6. Course Title: "Messengers of God in a Kingdom"l

Books: (Available at Covenant Press)
¥Sherman and Kent, The Children's Biblesk
#Rice, Creative Activities

#¥Rinden, Around the World with the Bible

Flat Piectures: (Sallman prints available at Covenant Press;
others available at New York Graphic Society, 10 W. 33rd St.,
New York; prints approximately 8 by 10 inches, 50¢ each;
minimm order $2.00)

"Christ at Twelve! by Hofmarnn

"Boy Christ" by Sallman

#Christ and the Rich Young Ruler" by Hofmann

"While I Go and Pray Yonder" by Hofmann

"Christ in Gethsemane" by Sallman

"The Last Supper" by DaVinci

#Christ in Gethsemane! by Hofmann

#Materials suggested for extended sessions
saeMaterials suggested for pupils to read in Crossroads

1 Bible School leader, January 1951, pp. 11, 13; February 1951, p. 11;
Crossroads, January 1l and 28
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Songs:
"I Would Be Like Jesus"
"There's a Wideness in God's Mercy'

Flannel Pictograph: (Available at Covenant Press)
#Standard Flanmmel Pictograph 2193, Elijah and Elisha

Records: (Available at Covenant Press)
¥Bible Story Adventure Album 1, David and Goliath

‘Projected Materials:

%51ides on shepherd life in Palestine (Covenant Youth Department)

#¥Sound film, "Birthday Party" (Order fram your nearest religious
£ilm association)

Misgdllaneous: '
Picture of children playing together

7. Course Title: "Messengers of God in Times of Hardship"l

Books: (Available at Covenant Press)

#*Rice, Creative Activities

McGavran, Far Round the World

*Eagle Series booklets, Roll On, Wagon Wheels; Get Through or Die;
The Book in the Pillow

Millen, Missionary Hero Stories

McGavran, Stories of the Book of Books

Songs:
"Have Thine Own Way, Lord"
"T Would Be True'

Projected Materials:
*¥Sound film, "Gueen Esther" (Cathedral)

(Order fran your nearest religious film association)
¥Film strip, "Queen Esther! (Cathedral)

(Available far rent from Covenant Youth Department )

- Miscdllaneouss
leaflet by Clara Hawkinson, "Isn't This My Train?"
(Available free from Covenant Youth Department ).

#Materials suggested for extended sessions

1 Bible School leader, April, May, June, 1951
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LIST OF SUGGESTIONS FOR UNIFYING ACTIVITIES

Course Title: "They Heard God Speak!

God Speaks to Youl

Plenning specifically for daily Bible reading, making prayer re-
minders for use at home

God Made the World?

Choosing and mounting pictures illustrating what God has created
and 1ette_ring under each picture words from Psalm 95

God Speaks About Sin3

Constructing a four-panel screen out of construction paper, using
the following titles: heading--"God Speaks About Sin%"; panel one--
"Adam and Eve'; panel two--"Cain and Abel"; panel three--"Noah';
panel four—"People Who Built the Tower', Class story summaries

in each panel

God Speaks Through Jesush

Making a class book illustrating Iuke 2:8-16

God Speaks to His 1?'riend5

Recording information on a large sheet of heavy paper and adding
findings each session: heading——"Abraham Believed God . . « He
was called a friend of God"; column one--"How Abrazham's ILife Showed

He was a Friend of God"; column two--"What I Learn About God from
this Storyt.

Or, makingAa stained glass window, using silhouette figures sug-
gesting the incidents in Abraham's life

Vi wmro e

Bible School leader, October 1949, p. 18

. Bible School leader, October 1949, p. 19

Bible School Leader, November 1949, p. 13
Bible School Leader, December 1949, pp. 12, 13
Bible School leader, January 1950, pp. 9, 10
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IIST OF SUGGESTIONS FOR UNIFYING ACTIVITIES, contimed

God Speaks and Helpsl
Listing questions, answers for which will be discovered during the

study. Questions such as, "®hat facts in the story of Jacob show
that he needed God?" and "In what ways did God help Jacob?®

God Guides?®
Recording information by keeping a sbtory outline of the main events
as they are studied, and marking in colored pencil the story events
which show that God was Joseph's guide
God Calls Ieaderss
Preparing a pictorial map illustrating tle story of Moses
Course Title: Messengers of God
A Messenger Who Proclaimed God's Faithfulnessbr

Listing questions, answers for which will be discovered and recorded
during the study. Questions such as, "How did God's presence help
Joshua to be courageous?! and "What actions of Joshua showed that

he was couragecus?"

Messengers of God in a Time of UngodlinessS

Listing on a large sheet of paper characteristics discovered about
tle four characters studied, Deborah, Gideon, Samson, Ruth, Samuel

Messengers of Jesus!' Birth®
Making a gift for someone for Christmas, participating in some

church or commmity project. Participating in the Christmas worship
service

GvULEw N

Bible School leader, March 1950, pp. 11, 12
Bible School lLeader, April 1950, p. 11

Bible School Ieader, May 1950, p. 12

Bible School lLeader, October 1950, pp. 13, 1
Bible School Leader, November 1950, p. 11
Bible School Leader, December 1950, p. 9
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LIST OF SUGGESTIONS FOR UNIFYING ACTIVITIES, continued

IV. Three Famous Kings®

Keeping a three-column list of words describing Saul, David,
and Solomon. Illustrate if desired

Ve Prophets of God in a Divided Kingdom
No suggestions given for unifying activity
VI. Jeremizh, God's Messenger at a Time of Danger2

Recording information discovered, but no specific suggestions .o
given regarding how to keep the record

VII. Messengers of God Among People in CaptivityB
Keeping a two-column chart with the following column headings:
"Major Events in the Story" and "What I Iearn About God from this
Event!

VIII. The Captives Return

No suggestions given for unifying activity

1 Bible School leader, Jamnuary 1951, p. 11
2 Bible School leader, April 1951
3 Bible School leader, May 1951
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Ee Summary

The Sunday church school curriculum for Juniors in the Evan-
gelical Mission Covenant Church is Biblical in contemt. The 1949-1951
curriculum, with the exception of the summer quarter u_ﬁit on préyer s
consists of Old Testament biographies arranged chronologically and
organized into units, each of which continues for several Sundays and
concentrates on one major idea, A wnifying activity is suggested for
all but two units of the reglllér six quarters. The printed materials
incInde a pupil's quarterly for each three-month period and the weekly
paper, Crossroads s for the children; and the monthly church school

workers! magazine, the Bible School leader, for the teachers. The

pupil's quarterly is not a workbook but is intended to be a guide to
Bible study for Junior children., The workbook type of activities and
daily Bible readings appear in Crossroads and are intended to be used
at home following the class study. Helps for teachers include one
column dealing with general topics relative to work with Juniors, an
introduction to the unit or month's work, suggested lesson procedures
for each class seséion, and suggestions for betwees-Sunday activities,

Supplementary teaching _materials suggested in the Bible School leader

include books, songs, flat pictures, projected materials, records,
and miscellaneous teaching materials. It is intended that teachers
should send letters to parents each quarter explaining the aims and
-content of the current quarter's work in the Junior class. Sample

letters to parents appear in the Bible School leader at the beginning

of each quarter.



CEAPTER ITI

EVALUATION (F THE SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL CURRICUIUM FOR JUNICRS
IN THE EVANGELICAL MISSION COVENANT CHURCH

Ao Introduction

Basic to an evaluation of the Sunday church school cwrriculum
materials for Juniors in the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church for
October 1949 to June 1951 were the 'investigation of the factors in the
situation which were relevant to the formation of standards of evalua-
tion, and a first hand objective study of the curriculum materials.l
After completing this basic investigation and study an evaluation of
the curriculum materials has been made. The first step in this evalua-
tion was to discover to what extent the curriculum materials studied
met the standards of evaluation which have been determined by investiga-
tion of the basic factors in the situation. Furthermore s Since
curriculum materials have no value unless the ideas and principles are
transferred from print into actual experiences ,2and since one of the
standards of evaluation for a Junior curriculum is that it be usable
in the situation for which it was :‘Ln‘c,ended,3 an investigation has been
made to determine the use and effectiveness of the curriculum materials
and revisions which teachers desire. For this investigation, a ques-
tionnaire was sent to each of thke one hundred seventy-six churches who

use Covenant Junior curriculum materials requesting that the teachers

in the Junior department meet together to evaluate the Junior materials

1 Cf, Ante, pp. 1-33; ppe 3L4-55
2 International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Guide, pe 2L

3 Cf, Ante, pp. 26, 28, 32
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by means of the quesi::i.e:rn‘xaire.:L A reminder card was sent to all who
did not reply by the date requested, i.e., March 10, 1951,° Each
returned questionnaire, received by March 2L, was given a reference
number, information was tabulated and analyzed, and the findings have
been recorded on Tables 13-25 in Appendix 0.3 The retumed questionnaires
have been placed on file in the office of the Youth Department in

Chicago, and reports of the findings have been sent to those who replied.

Be Evaluation of the Juniar Curriculum in Terms of Basic Factors

Involved

l. Analyzed to determine the orgenizing principleh

The Bible related to present-day living of Juniors is the organ-

izing pfinciple of the Sunday church school curriculum for Juniors in
the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church. One of the stated purposes
of the entire three years isV"to help each child discover in the Bible
God's message to him for his daily 1:'..1‘.'e."5 The teaching aims for all
units have been determined by first studying the Bible passage or
story itself in its context in order to discover its central message
and then relating that message to the needs and experiences of J'Lu'xzc‘.o::'s.6
Suggestions for the teacher's preparation emphasize that the first step

in preparation for teaching is first hand study of the Bible story or

Post, Appendix A, p.1l2; Post, Appendix C, Table 13, pe 139-1l}
Post, Appendix A, p. 1l

Post, Appendix C, pp. 139-168

Cfe Ante, pp. 14~18, 31

Bible School Ieader, October 1949, p. 1h

Cf. Post, pp. 60-68

ON\NLE"W o
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passage in its context.l The Bible Book study suggested for teacher's
background is as follows: |

Course: They Heard God Speak - Fall 1949, Winter and Spring 19502

Genesis

Exodus 1-20

Numbers (selected portions)

Deuteronomy (selected portions) _
Course: Messengers of God - Fall 1950, Winter and Spring 19513

Joshua

Judges (selected portions)

Ruth

I and IT Samuel

I Kings

IT Kings 1-13; 22-25

Jeremiah (selected portions)

Daniel 1-6

Esther

Ezra

Nehemiah

The ideas that Cod speaks to Juniors through the Bible! and
that the Bible has the answer to problems and questions which a Junior
might have5 are repeated throughmut the pupils'! quarterlies., All pictures
used in the pupils' quarterlies are photographs of Junior children of
the present time, rather than drawings illustrating the facts of the
Bible story. The intention is to strengthen the feeling and idea that

the Bible story or passage has a relation to child life now.

1 Bible School Ieader, October 1949 through June 1951

2 Bible School Ieader, October 1949, p. 21; November 1949, p. 1l; January
1950, p. 93 March 1950, p. 11; April 1950, p. 9; May 1950, p. 11

3 Bible School leader, October 1950, p. 13; November 1950, p. 1l; January
1951, p. 11; February 1951, p. 113 March 1951, p. 11; April 193
May 1951; Jure 1951

li They Heard God Speak, Fall 1949, inside cover, pp. 3-6, 23; Spring 1950,
ppe 85, 87; Messengers of God, Fall 1950, p. 8; Winter 1951, p. 19;
Spring 1951, p. 32

5 They Heard God Speak, Fall 1949, pp. 9, 12; Winter 1950, pp. 27, lb;
Spring 1950, pp. 59, 70; Messengers of God, Fall 1950, pp. 5, 8, 10,
1, 15, 18, 31; Winter 1951, pp. 5, 8, 12, 15, 17
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2o Analyzed to determine whether it is evangelical and Biblicall

That the Sunday Church school curriculum for Juniors is evan-
gelical and biblical is reflected in the basic aims of the entire three
year cy’cle;2

"To help each child discover in the Bible God's message to him for
his daily life.

To help each child grow in a desire to know God's Word and to read
it thoughtfully and reverently daily,

To guide each child toward faith in God and to accept Jesus as
Savior and Lord.

To train boys and girls in private and group worship.

To help each child grow in Christian living and in an interest for
reaching others with the gospel ."

Opportunity for personal response to God is provided through a
time of worship or prayer, which is the climax of each teaching session.
The Bible is considered as the basic content of the Christian faith and
life and for that reason an emphasis is placed on guiding Juniors to
discover what the Bible stories and passages teach about God, about man's
need of God, and God's will for man,t

3. Analyzed to determine whether it embodies objectives which con-
tribute to the gemeral goals of Christian education5

The general objectives of Christian Education interpreted by the
International Council of Religious Education for use in the Christian

6

Education of children include the following headings:

Cf. Ante, pp. 18, 20, 32

Bible School Ieader, October 1949, p. 1L

Bible School leader, October 1949 through June 1951

Cfe Posty, pp. 60-68

Cfe Ante, pp. 20, 21, 32

Intemational Council of Religious Education, Goals for Christian
Education of Children; Cf. Ante, p. 20

oNVIETW D
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relationship with God and ideas of God; relationship with Jesus and ideas
of Jesus; the child and the church fellowship; the child's heritage in
the Bible; the child in his personal relationships, the éhild in his
social relationships.
In order to determine whether or not the objectives of the Sunday
church school curriculum for Juniors contribute to these general goals

1

of Christian education, all the stated objectives™ have been listed on

2and analyzed to discover which areas of the gereral

the following pages,
goals for Christian education of children are included. In cases where
the aim might be interpreted to include several areas, the lesson pro-

cedure has been studied in order to determine the major area intended

for emphasis. The result of the analysis is as follows:

Area included Number of times listed
God 31
Bible 21
Personal relationships 16
Jesus 9
Social Relationships 6
Church 0

The stated teaching aims for these two years of the Sunday church school
curriculum for Juniors do not then contribute to the goal relevant to

the child and the church fellowship, and contribute only approximately
one-third as much to relationship with and ideas of Jesus as to relation-
ship with and ideas of God; and approximately one-~third as much to social
relationships as to personal relationships. However, the aims analyzed
are for only two of the three years of the Sunday church school curriculum

for Juniors. The third year, based on the New Testament, will give atten-

tion to these areas.

T Bible School Leader, October 19L9-June 1951
2 Post, pp. 60-68
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lie Analyzed to determine whether it is rich in content
These curriculum materials make large use of the Bible, suggest-
ing briefly in each lesson ways of using it with Juniors in order to make
the Bible meaningful to them.2 Ways of helping Juniors memoriie are
frequently given and emphasize the importance of meaning and purpose

for the child.>

In addition to a large use of tle Bible including memorization,
prints of religious art, songs, projected material, sources for stories,
and a few books of value %n increasing teaching skill and spiritual

growth have been suggested under "Hints for Teaching Junior Iessons"

each month.l'r Sources of stories of post Biblical personalities which

have been suggested are as follows:>

Fagle Series booklets, Roll On, Wagon Wheels (Moffatt)
" Get Through or Die (livingstone)
The Book in the Pillow (Judson)
Egermeier, Girls!' Stories of Great Women
Boys' Stories of Great Nen

McGavran, Far Round the World

Stories of the Book of Books
Millen, Missionary Hero Stories
Rinden, Arourd the World with the Bible
Singspiration Sacred Records Albums 1 and 2

Books suggested in the Bible School Leader and intended to contribute
6

to the teacher!'s teaching skill and spiritual growth are as follows:

1 Cf, Ante, pp. 21, 22, 32
2 Bible School lLeader, October 1949 through June 1951
3 Bible School leader, October 1949, p. 20; November 1949, p. 13;
December 19L9, p. 12; January 1950, p. 11; February 1950, p. 13;
March 1950, p. 1bj May 1950, pe. 113 June 1950, p. 123 December 1950,
p. 113 Janvary 1951, p. 13; Febrmary 1951, p. 13; March 1951, pp. 12,13
i Bible School leader, October 19L§-June 1951; Cf. Ante, ppe L6-50
5 Cf. Ante, ppe L6-50
6 Cf. Ante ppe L6-50
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Bailey, The Gospel in Art

Bowman, You Can Do It

Chappell, Sermons on the Lord's Prayer
Lobingier, Activities in Child Education
Looney, Guiding Junior Boys and Girls
Meyer, Through the Bible Day by Day
Rice, Creative Activities

Although these extra-Biblical source materials and teaching aids
have been listed each month, teachers do not have access to these lists

before they receive the issue of the Bible School leader for the month

in which the aids are to be used. Also, little is done in instruct-
ing teachers regarding how to use such extra materials except to indicate
briefly where in the lesson plen they may be used. At the beginning of
each chapter, or unit of material, and in Year Two at the beginning of
each suggested lesson plan, a few thoughts intended to stimulate personal
Bible study are included but these are brief,

5. Analyzed to determine whether it is in harmony with sound educa-
tional princ'j;oil.es1

Because a story is in the Bible has not been considered suf ficient

reason to include it in the teaching material for Juniors. Only such
material as is considered to be within the interest, understanding, and
needs of Juniors has been included. For example, many details in the
period of the judges and kings are eliminated for they require a more
mature understanding of the different cultures of that time and a more

mature sense of time and space. Reference to the symbolic and abstract

has been eliminated. Only stories and péssages whose central message can

1 Cf. Ante, pp. 23-26, 32
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have meaning for Juniors in their present life experiences ha&e been
included.t In other words, the developmental principle of growth has
influenced the selection of Bible content.

Although there is an evangelical tone in the lesson procedures no
methods which force spiritual decisions are included. However, each
lesson procedure suggests giving children opportunity to respond to
God!s message to them from the Bible, and therefore, prayer and worship
are placed in a climactic position in the class session, 2

The importance of planning with children in purposeful activity
and carrying out such plans is recognized throughout the course,” Each
chapter, or unit of material, in "They Heard God Speak" and all except
Chapters V and VIII in "Messengers of God" suggest a simple unifying
activity which might be planned and carried out successfully even in
weekly thirty to forty minute teaching sess:i.ons.)-'r It is stated repeatedly,
however, that ideas and plans by the children are far more ideal than
these suggested ones. The suggested activities for extended sessions
or betweer~Sunday activities include further guides to teachers in planning
and working with children in puwrposeful activity.

The importance of interest is recognized. The suggested approach

Cf. Ante p. 35-L1

Cf. Ante, pp. 23,2L

Bible School leader, October 1949 - June 1951

Bible School leader, October 1949 - June 195 Cf. Ante, pp. 51-53

=W
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to each lesson has as its purpose to arouse curiosity and inbterest and
to stimulate thinking toward a desired objective for that sessione.
Teaching is thought of as guiding children rather than telling them.t
All suggested lesson plans are organized so that each step prepares for
the next and plans are made in terms of pupil reaction and activity.
Gonversing s planning, thinking, reading, listening, observing, and
praying are the major pupil activities suggested in these lesson pro-
cedures,

6. Analyzed to determine whether it fits into the total curriculum

of Christizn Education?®
A two year study of 01d Testament biogra}ﬁhy and one year study’

of New Te'st‘amerrb biography for the Junior department in the Sunday morn-—
ing church school fits into the total curriculum plan of the Evangelical
Mission Covenant Church of America,> Prior to the Juniar department,
Bible stories have been used with no attempt to see chronology or con-
tinuity and relationships between the Bible stories themselves. In the
Intermediate department, Bible history as such is introduced and
statements of faith are organized into simple creedal statements and
affirmations, that is, a simple catechism. Therefore, building upon the
past Sunday church school experiences and preparing for the next experiences
in the church school, while at the same time recognizing the needs and

abilities of Juniors, the Junior department seeks to accomplish the

following: (1) organize these isolated parts of biographies into wholes

1 Cf. Enté, pp. 60-68
2 Cf. Ante, ppe. 26, 32
3 Cf. Ante, p. 1l
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and enlarge upon the child's information and appreciation of each
biography, thus increasing his enjoyment and knowledge of the Bible
content; (2) guide the child to see the continuity of these separate
biographies and their relationship to one anotheyn thus preparing for
the introduction to Bible history; and (3) guide the child to discover,
in a spirit of devotion and obedience, the central ﬁeachings abaut
what God is like, man's need of God, and God's will for man as revealed
in these Bible stories, thus preparing hlm for the more formal statements
of faith, for a deeper understanding of his relationship to God and moi'e
meaningful spiritual experiences,

Te Analyzed to determine whether it is usable in the situation for
which it is interded’

Lesson procedures are plarmed for thirty to forty minute teaching
periods, only the simple type of unifying activities are suggested and
methods include considerable talking and quiet pursui’r,s2 which can be
guided most successfully by inexperienced teachers and in situations
where several classes share the same room. ’More variety of activity is
suggested for extended séssions and between~Sunday activities, An attempt
is thus made to meet limitations of local situations and yet provide
suggestions for use in better equipped church schools where more time
-and facilities are provided.

To be usable in a situation, materials must not only meet limita-

T Cf. Ente, pp. 3-9, 26-28, 32, 33
2 Cf, Ante, p. 73
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tione but also meet the need for guidance in improving teaching in
that situation. Providing for Juniors experiences of worship in a
church group, guiding efforts to secure home and church cooperation,
guiding activities of Juniors in the church other than in the Sunday
church school, increasing the efficiency of teachers, and recofnizing
teacher's desires for materials which are understandable and interesting
to Juniors, providing ample and detailed helps for teachers and workbook
materials for pupils were all discovered to be needs in the situations where
these curriculum materials are to be used.1 Furthermore, there is a
need of helping teachers to see the whole curriculum and to survey
the unit and see its relationship to the whole curriculum,?

The Bunday church school curriculum materials for Juniors have
met these needs to some extent but not adequately. A brief survey of
each unit is made, but there is no clear presentation of the entire
curriculum and the relation of each unit to the whole. Suggestions
for guiding Juniors to plan and lead a worship service for a larger
group occur occasionally; and letters to parente and the last page of
Crossroads are prepared to effect home and church cooperation, but in-
sufficient space is givep to a discussion of these phases of the curriculum
materials to make teachers aware of their importence. The suggestions
for between-Sunday activities include possible weekday activities

which expand the basic curriculum of the Sunday church school but they

are inadeguate in meeting the variety of weekday activities desired.

1 Cf. Ante, pp. 3-9
2 Cf. Ante, p. 28
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Suggested methods of teaching and of preparation are included constantly
as aids to ‘increase teacher efficiency, but they are too brief to be
adequate. The entire course is planned with child interest and under--
standing in mind, but more stories and illustrations are needed. Work-
book type of materials for pupils have been provided in Crossroads
each week,
8 Analyzed to determine whether it provides for cooperation
between teachers and parentsl
Homework suggestions are provided in Crossroads each wéek and
quarterly contact with parents by letter or other means are suggested
each quarter. The homework is planned not as preparation for the
following week, but to encourage use of the material studied in class
on Sunday. There is then some provision for cooperation between home
and church. ‘
9. Analyzed to determine whether it employs good style and form?
The pupil's quarterlies are neat and attractive, use photographs
of good' quality, and a correct size print for Junior children. The lay-

out in the Bible School leader is pleasing, but there is no unifomity

in regard to the exact amount of space given to each lesson procedure.
It would add to clarity and reading ease if a uniform pattern were
followed, such as one page for each lesson procedure and one or two

pages for the introduction to the month's work,

1 Cf, Ante, pp. 33, 28
2 Cf. Ante, pp. 29, 33
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10. Analyzed to detemmine the purpose of the reading material for
Juniorst
The purpose of the pupil's quarterly2 is to interest Juniors in
research in the Bible itself for the purpose of learning more about
a question or an incident. A further purpose is to give a background
for the Bible story and the central message, which will make it more
interesting and understandable to a Junior. In othei words, the

pupil's quarterly is meant to be a guide to Bible study for Juniors.

Co Evaluation of the Junior Curriculum in Terms of Church School
Teachers'! Estimates
l. Analysis of the questionnaires
a. Discovery of general information>
A questiomnaire was sent to one hundred seventy-six churches,
io eey all churches who used Covenant Junior materials in February 1951,
requesting teachers!' evaluations of these materials, A total of fifty-
one churches replied by March 24, 1951--forty-seven by questionnaire,
three by letter, and one returned the questionnaire with the explanation
that they had used the Junior materials only one months- These replies
were received from churches in nineteen states, representing local
enrolments of Juniors ranging from two to eighty pupils in a church.
The replies reported the evaluations of ninety-four teachers of nine

hundred four Junior children. These teachers indicated a preference

1 Cf, Ante, pp. 29, 33
2 Cf, Ante, pp. 29, 33
3 Post, Appendix C, Table XIV, p. 145; Cf. Table XITI, pp. 139-14l
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for the materials of the last two quarters, i. e., Ocbober-Decenmber,
1950 and January-March 1951,

b, Discovery of the portions of teacher's helps which are

read and used

An analysis of the questiomnaires revealed which of the
printed teachers' helps were read by teachers.l Over forty of the
forty-seven churches replying by questionnaire indicated that th_eir
teachers read the introduction to the Junior lesson materials for - the
month and the specific procedure suggestions for each lesson, However,
a lesser number, thirty-five churches, i. e., seventy-four per cent,
indicated that their teachers read all the Secripture backgrouhd for.
preparation for teaching, and thirty—ozie churches, i.e., sixty-five
per cent, read the Junior colum.? A still smaller number, twenty-
six churches, ie.e., fifty-five per cent of those replying, indicated
that their teachers read the paragraphs entitled "Between-Sunday
activity." Fourteen churches mentioned that they provided activities
for Juniors during the week, but only two of these indicated that they‘
found the suggestions for between-Sunday activity in the Ieader he].p:\?"o.l.3
Teachers in twenty-one churches, i. e., forty-four per cent, read from

the monthly church school workers! magazine, the Bible School ILeader,

.~ portions other than the material pertaining specifically to teaching

Juniors.

1 Post, Appendix C, Table XV, p. 149
2 Cf. Ante, p. L2 _
3 Post, Appendix C, Table XIX, p. 153
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An analysis of the questiomnaires also revealed the suggested
teaching procedures which had been tried.l Adjusting the selection
and amount of actual reading to the ability of the pupils was a pro-
cedure followed by teachers in forty-two churches, i. e., eighty-nine
per cent. Other procedures used by teachers in over half of the churches
were the i‘olloiving:

Planning class procedure in terms of a specific aim, thirty-nine
churches, i. e., eighty-three per cent;

Planning class procedure so that each step prepares children's
minds and feeling for the next step, thirity-seven churches, i.s.,
seventy-eight per cent;

Conversation with chlldren as a-teaching method, thirty-five churches,
i, e., seventy-four per cent;

Planning class procedure so as to allow time to pass out Crossroads,
thirty-two churches, i. e., sixty-eight per cent;

Planning class procedure so that prayer is the natural. climax of
the lesson, twenty-eight churches, i. e., fifty-nine per cent.

However, in less than half of the churches, teachemghave tried to use
the following procedures:

Using pictures suggested, twenty churches, i. e., forty-two per cent;
-Using a unifying activity for the chapter, seventeen churches,

i. e., thirty-six per cent;

Using other visual aids suggested, ineluding blackboard a.nd bulletin
board, twelve churches, ie. e., twenty-five per cent;

Using the extra stories and books suggested, ten churches, ile Cey
twenty-one per cent;

Planning with the ch:.ldren, eight churches, i. e., seventeen per
cent

Us:_ng other activities, four churches, i. e., eight per cent.

An analysis was made of the teachers' reasms for not using
more of the suggested procedures in teaching.a Fourteen questiomaires

mentioned lack of class time as the reason for not trying more of the

1 Post, Appendix C, Table XVII, p.150
2 Post, Appendix C, Table XVIII, pp. 151, 152
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teaching procedures listed, and sixteen mentioned reasons which relate
to lack of space, lack of equipment, or local church school organiza-
tion,.
ce Discovery of teachers! desires for changes or additions in
the teachers' helps
Thirty-three of the forty-seven churches replying by questionnaire
made comments regarding changes or additions in the teachers' helps,
or stated what portions tley desired retained in their present form.l
Twelve? of these thirty-three churches indicated they desired all of the
present helps retained, eleven stated that no change was necessary,3
and only six suggested c:h:a.nges.,)-L These six made the following adverse
criticisms of the mterial:
Tack of correlation between Crossroads and the lesson;
lack of following through the Old Testament stories as they occur
in the Bible;
Too adult;
Too many lessons on one character;
Insufficient pupil workbook materialj
Too short;
Inadequate helps;
Iack of application.
The last three criticisms, made by three churches, ai'e actually a desire
far additional teachers! helps., A desire for additional help was
indicated by twenty-four of the thirty-three churches who commented
regarding changes and additions in the teachers' helps, i. e., fifty-

per cent of the forty-seven churches reply:i.ng.5 An investigation

Post, Appendix C, Table XX, L, p. 158

Post, Appendix C, Table XX, pe 155

Post, Appendix C, Table XX, L, pe. 158

Post, Appendix C, Table XX, 1lb, pp., 154, 158
Post, Appendix C, Table XX, 3, L, p. 156-158

ViEw o -
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of the kind of additional helps needed revealed the fact that the two
most frequently mentioned were: more guestions for the pupil's book
and for the teacher to ask thevpupil; and more illustrations and
stories.l Other kinds of help desired were the i‘o’llc:rm‘.ng:2

Additional help on the lesson, on the Scripture and on the lesson
background;

Specific outline of the story;

Iengthening of the paragraph, "Conversing about the story";

Help in creating interest in home work;

Lists of materials;

Helps on planning teachers' meetings;

Information about what other teachers are doing;

More Bible verses, maps, puzzles, word definitions for the pupil;
Colored pictures and less solid print in the quarterly;
Bibliography for the pupil;

Aims for the pupil,

An analysis was also made of the comments made by teachers
regarding ways in which the curriculum materials could be of help in
reaching the general objectives in the lives of the pup:i.ls.3 On two
questionnaires there were comments indicating satisfaction with the
materials as tley are, on two the comments indicated local problems
which need solving rather than faulty curriculum materials, and seven
desired changes in the materials, Of these seven, one requested informa-
tion about how to deal with Juniors and one requested more interesting
pupil materials. However, five believed that a workbook would aid in
achieving the objectives, |

de. Discovery of pupils! interest in materials
Over seventy-five per ceﬁh of the churches indicated that pupils

were interested in the following three items: reading the Bible in

1 Post, Appendix G, Table XX, 3, p. 156
2 Post, Appendix C, Table XX, 3, pp. 156, 157
3 Post, Appendix C, Table XXIV, m 165, 166
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class, reading Crossroads, and reading the pupil quarterly.l
The reading ability and understanding of the pupils was considered
most frequently as the reason far pupils' interest or disinterest in
reading the Bible in class or reading the quarterly.2 The questionnaires
did not request reasons for pupil interest in Crossroads but fifteen
churches stated their satisfaction with this paper or explained how
they used ite3

Pupil interest in daily Bible reading and in memory work rated
lower. Only twelve churches, i. es, twenty-five per cemt, indicated
that pupils were interested in daily Bible reading and twenty-five
churches, i, e., fifty~three per cent, indicated that there was an
interest in memory Work.h The attitude of parents was considered by
twelve churches as the cause of pupil interest or disinterest in daily
Bible reading, and teachers in six churches placed the blame for pupil
disinterest in this area on themselves or the materials., The criticism
of materials was that the reading is too hard and the Crossroads gets
mispilza.ced.5 Thirteen churches indicated that pupils! attitudes toward
memory work deperded on the teacher and the m‘berial; However, only two
comments were made in criticism of the materials, namely, that there
was an uninteresting presentation in the pupil book6 , and little rela-
tionship existed between the memory verse and the lesson. Four churches felt

that the attitude of parents was responsible for pupils® attitudes toward

Post, Appendix C, Table XXI, p. 159

Post, Appendix C, Table XXJI, p. 160

Post, Appendix C, Table XXIIT, cf. 1 and 3, p. 16k
Post, Appendix C, Table XXI, pe 159

Post, Appendix C, Table XXIT, 3, pp. 161, 162
Post, Appendix C, Table XXILlL, p. 162

oW o -
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Scripture memorization.
e. Discovery of pupils' use of materialsl

Pupils carry their own Bibles to and from church in forty-three
of the forty-seven churches replying. Sixteen churches follow the
practice of keeping the pupil's quarterly in church until the end of
the quarter, twenty-four send them home with the pupils each Sunday,
and seven use both procedures. In forty-four churches the pupils
take their Crossroads home each Sunday, but in only four do they keep
them in notebooks.

f. Discovery of extent to which objectives have been reached
in pupils' lives?

A tabulation was made of the teachers' checks on the questionnaires
which indicated their estimates of whether the general objectives had
been reached in the lives of all, most, a few, or none of the pupils.

This tabulation revealed the following facts: From fifty-one per cent
to seventy-five per cent of the churches felt that all or most of the
pupils showed growing interest in and knowledge of the Bible biographies,
a growing skill in finding the books of the Old Testament, and a growth
in attitudes and habits of prayer and reverence. From twenty-five per
cent to fifty per cent of the churches felt that all or most of the
pupils indicated a growing ability to see the conbinuity of the Bible
biographies, changes toward more Christ-like conduct, growth in ability

to use the Bible as a guide to faith and conduct; an experience of

1 Post, Appendix C, Table XXI, 2, p. 159
2 Post, Appendix G, Table XXI, 3, p. 159
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receiving Christ as Savior, and memorization of the suggested passages
of Scripture. Less than twenty per cent of the churches felt that
all or most of the pupils had acquired habits of daily Bible reading.

ge. Discovery of pprents'! reactions to materialsl
Of the thirty-four churches who checked whether or not they
informed parents regarding the purpose and content of the Junior lessons
each quarter, only fifteen, i. e., thirty-two per cent of the forty-
seven churches replying by questionnaire, checked the question affirm-
atively., On two questiomnaires the desire for a workbook is given as
a reaction of parents, on one the desire that pupil books be dated is
indicated, and on one the opinion is stated that the selection of
memory verses and the presentation is poor.2
2. HEvaluation of the findings on the questiomaires
a. Relative to general informmtion dis covered3
Although the returned questionmnaires included the estimates of
teachers from only twent;;r-one per cent of the churches using the Covenant
Junior curriculum na’cerj.als, they are a cross section of teacher opinion
_ and evaluation since they do represent churches whose enrolments range
from two to eighty and churches located in nineteen states in the
Fast, West and Central areas.b'

It was discovered that teachers indicated a preference for the

last two quarters, i. e., the second year materials, Since the second

Post, Appendix C, Table XXV, pp. 167, 168

Post, Appendix C, Table XXV, pp. 167, 168; Cf, reference numbers
37, 11, L1, 15 on pp. 167, 168, Table XXV

Cf. Ante, pe 76

Cf. Post, Appendix C, Table XIV, p. 1L5

n =

=w
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year materials differ from the first year in the page arrangements in
the pupil's quarterlyl and in the way attention is called to each
lesson rather than to the unit primarily in the teachers' helps,2
it appears that teachers prefer this arrangement of materials.,
be Relative to use and effectiveness of 11;he»ma:l'.er:i.za.].s:.3

The analysis of the questionnaires on which teachers of Juniors
evaluated the Covenant curriculum materials for the Sunday church school
has revealed which ideas and principles have been transferred from
print into actual experiences, and which ones need more emphasis or
clarification.

Although most teachers read the materials under the headirgs,

"Introduction" and ®"Specific Procedure," in the Bible School leader,

not all have fried to use the suggested'teackﬁ.ng procedures, The
principle reasons stated for not trying more of the suggested methods
were lack of class time and lack of space, equipment, and proper local
church school organization. Since the materials are planned for thirty
to forty minute teaching periods and suggest teaching methods which

can be utilized in situations where several classes share the same
room,h it appears that the teacher's helps have failed to clarify
sufficiently how to use time most effectively and how to adapt procedures
to specific situations.

Since only slightly more than half of the teachers, it was

Cf. Ante, po Ll
Cf. Ante, p. 43
Cfo Anmte, ppe 77-79, 80-82, 83
Cf. Ante, pe 73

o
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discovered, read the Junior column, the principles and ideas regarding
practical teaching problemsl and home and church cooperation are not
being transferred into actual experience, .In fact, it was further
discovered, that few churches inform parents of the purpose and content
of the Junior department of the church. Yet, home and church coopera-
ation is a need in local churches and provision is made for it in the
curriculum materials,? It was also discovered that the suggestions
for between-Sunday activities for Juniors are not used. Yet, some
churches do plan weekday activities for Juniors and need guidance in
that area.> Furthermore s 1t is in the paragrzhs, "Between-Sunday
activities", that the suggestions occur for supplementary materials
and za.ci;:‘ﬁr:‘l.tiesh intended to stimlate the more experienced and creative
teachers and provide an enriched content .5

A further discovery was that only three-fourths of the teachers
read all the Scfipﬁure background suggested as preparation for teaching.
Yet, the following have been found to be true: A major theological
principle in the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church is the supremacy
of the Bible with emphasis upon the Bible as the guide to faith and
ac_‘lbion.6 The organizing principle of a curriculum of Christian education

in the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church is the Bible related to life.’

Ctf. Ante, Pe }42

Cfo Ante, pe. 5, 28, 33, 42, 45, 5L
Ante, pp. 6, 28, 33

Ante, ppe. 46-50

Cf. Ante, pp. 21, 22, 27, 32

Cf, Ante, p. 11

Cf, Amte, pp. 15-18
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A need of teachers is inspiration, for only lives that have been
moved by the Joy of discovering God's message can stir others.l

Pupil interest is an importaﬁt factor in teaching materials

2 and therefore

which are in harmony with sound educational principles,
the extent to which pupils are interested is one indicatj.on of the
effectiveness of the curriculum materials, Since, it was discovered,
the pupils in over seventy-five per cent of the churches are interested
in reading the Bible in class, reading their quarterly and their weekly
paper, Crossroads, and since adjusting the selection and amount of
actual reading to the ability of the pupils was a procedure followed

by most teachers ,3 it appears that these pupil materials and the
teaching suggestions relative to their use are satisfactory and neéd

no revision, other than the page arrangement indicated a.bcve.}4

However, pupil interest in daily Bible reading and memory work were
discovered to be low, Although the major cause of pupils'! disinterest
in daily Bible reading was considered by teachers to be the attitude

of parents, parents are not informmed about the purposes and content

of the Junior lessons as suggested in the materials, Furthermore,
although the major cause of pupils! disinterest in memory work was
considered by teachers to be their teaching procedure, suggested methods
of teaching procedure have not been followed. It appears then, that

the suggestions already provided for affecting home and church coopera-

An’be’ Pe 28

Cf. Ante, pp. 25, 26, 32
Ante,ppe 7% 78

Ante,ppe. 83, 8L

FwihNR
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tion and for methods of teaching memory work ﬁave not been transferred
from print into actual experience,

Since the discovery of the extent to which objectives have been
rea_ched in pupils' lives is based on teachers' estimtes only and no
tests or standardé for teachers! observation of pupils were used, the
findings can not be considered accurate., However, the following
teachers' estimtes regarding the objectives which were most inadequately
reached ca.n be compared with the methods of teaching used: Iess than
fifty per cent of the churches felt that all or most of their pupils
indicated a growing ability to see the contimity of the Bible biographies,
and, likewise, less than fifty per cent of the churches have tried
using a unified activity for each unit.r less than fifty per cent of
the churches indicated that all or most of their pupils had memorized
the suggested Bible passages, and likewise, approximately fifty per
cent felt that pupils were not interested in memory work, and less
than fifby per cent had attempted to use visual aids or activities
suggested as teaching methods.? Iess than twenty per cent of the
churches felt that all or most of their pupils had acquired habits of
daily Bible reading, and likewise, only twenty-five per cent of the
churches indicated tﬁat pupils were interested in daily Bible reading.3
Less than fifty per cent of the churches were able to indicate that

their pupils showed evidence of charges toward more Christ-like comuct,

1 Ante, ppe. 77-79
2 Ante, ppe 77-79
3 Ante, pp. 80-82
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showed evidence of a growing ability to use the Bible as a guide to
faith and conduct, or showed evidence of receiving Christ as Savior,
and likewise, less than fifty per cent indicated that parents had
been informed about such objectives of the Junior department of the
church.l Since there is a relationship between objectives reached
and methods used, and since many of the methods and principles of
procedure suggested for imreasing the effectiveness of teaching have
not been used, it appears that the curriculum materials have not
emphasized sufficiently this relationship nor created a desire on the
part of teachers to use the methods and principles suggested.
ce Relative to teachers' desires for revisions®

The analysis of the questionnaires revealed that although few
changes in the Junior curriculum materials were indicated, fifty-one
per cent of those replying to the questionnaires desired additional
teachers! helps, particularly more questions to ask pupils which would
be printed both in the pupil's quarterly and in the teacher's helps,
and more stories and illustré.tions. The desire for a pupil'!s workbook
. was indicated as the desire of five teachers and of two parents,
Since only seven questionnaires, then, indicated a desire for a pupil's
workbook, and since the weekly paper, Crossroads, does include this
type of activity, it appears that the materials have failed to clarify
the purpose and use of Crossroadse From the list of changes teachers

desire the following items which occur only once each are nevertheless

1 Ante, pe. 83; Cf. Ante,Ppe 56, 58
2 ©f, Ante, pp. 79, 80, 83
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constructive suggestions:
Helps on planning teachers'! meetings;
Information about what other teachers are doing;
Lists of materials;_-
Aims for the pupil.t
Do Summary
The organizing principle of these Junior curriculum materials
was found to be the Bible related to the needs and experiences of
Juniors. They are therei‘ore evangelical as well as Biblical, The
materials contribute to the general goals of Christian education.
Teaching aims relative to relationship to and ideas of God, relative
to the Bible, and relative to personal relationships, it was discovered,
are most frequent., However, the third year, with a basic New Testament
content, is expected to contribute in a major way to the goals relative
to ideas of and relation to Jesus, Social relationships, and the !
church. The materials are in harmony with sound educational principles,
embodying particularly the principles of growth and readiness both in
selection of content and in suggested teaching methods; recognizing
the importance of interest and activity; and emphasizing purposeful
activity as a basic factor in learning. The materials fit into the
total curriculum of Christian education in the Evangelical Mission
Covenant Churche. The printed materials are in good style and form and

there is evidance of a worthy purpose for the reading material provided

for the children.

1 Ante, Pe 80
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Certain weaknesses have, however, been discovered. Althbugh
the teachers' helps were seen to mention a considerable amount of good
supplementary materials, little instruction is given regarding how to
use such mabterial, and no lists of such materials appear in organized
and clear form in advance. Furthermore, although the materials do
contribute to comprehensiveness, balance, and sequence in the total
curriculum of the church, there is no clear presentation of the whole
curriculum and the relationship of each unit to the whole,

Furthermore, although the materials are planned to meet the
limitations and needs of local situations, they are hardly ample or
inclusive enough to be a means of improving situations and giving
adequate guidance to teachers. For example, it was discovered that
teachers have not tried using many of the suggested procedures because
they feel the lack of class time and limited facilities make it
impossible. The materials evidently have not then discussed adequately
how to ﬁse time effectively and how to adapt sound teaching principles
to local situations. It was further seen that there is insufficient
discussion of worship experiences for Juniors in the church group,
problems in weekday activities and clubs, ways of effecting home and
church cooperation, teaching methods, and teacher preparation. More
stories and illustrations are needed to aid teachers in inecreasing
pupil interest and understanding of the Bible's message to them, That
discussion of such areas is inadequate was evident in the analysis and
evaluation of church school teachers'! estimates of the materials.,
It was discovered that teachers do not find the suggestions for

between-Sunday activities helpfule. The fact that teachers have not
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followed the suggestions for effecting home and church cooperation,
that there is a lack of pupil interest in memorizing Bible passages
and in daily Bible reading, and that teaching objectives have not been
reached as extensively as desirable indicate the need for more and
better presentation and discussion of teaching methods, principles,
and objectives. The desire for a workbook indicates that the purpose
and use of the workbook type of material in the pupils'! weekly paper,
Crossroads, has not been sufficiently explained. The fact that teachers
do not study all the Scripture background in preparation is evidence
that more inspiring and helpful guidance is needed in that area. Finally,
teachers have asked for more helps, specifically more stories and
illustrations, amd more questions to ask pupils in order to stimlate
their thinking and conversation.

Although the lay-out in the church school workers! magazine, the

Bible School leader, is neat and easily read, it was evident that there

is lack of uniformity with regard to the amount of space allowed for

each lesson, a fact which may cause confusion in the minds of some
readers. It was also discovered that teachers prefer the page arrange-
ments followed in the pupil quarterly and the teacher's helps during

the second year beginning with the fall 1950 quarter. Finally, it was
discovered that teachers do not read all the teacher's helps, particularly
not the Junior column and the "between-Sunday activiiies", and therefore
miss some of the principles and ideas presented regarding practical
teaching problems, home and clurch cooperation, and supplementary

materials and activitiese.



' SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The purpose of this study has been to .evaluate the curriculum
materials for the Junior department of the Evangelical Mission Covenant
Church for 1949-1951 in order to determine revisions which are necessary
before the materials are used again in 1952-5}, However, preliminary
to an evaluation of these curriculum materials an investigation was made
of the basic factors in the situation and the Junior curriculum mterials
for 1949-1951 were studiedo The investigation of the basic factors
included discovering the needs of local church schools, the theological
principles of the denomination, the decisions of the Board of Youth
Work relative to' a curriculum of Christian Education in the Evangelical
Mission Covenant Church, and tile objectives and principles of a curriculum
for Juniors in the church which are generally accepted by Christian
educators. Based upon the results of this investigation, standards of
evaluation for the curriculum materials for the Junior department were
established, The curriculum materials were studied and a conspectus
of the materials was prepared including the following items: a survey
of the content in chart form, a description of the printed ‘ﬁaterials
provided, and a list of other materials suggested.

The curriculum materials were then evaluated, first, in temms
of the standards of evaluation which had been established. Since one
of the standards of evaluation is that materials shall be usable in the
sitnations for which they are intended, and since no materials are of
value as guides in Christian education unless the principles and ideas
presented are transferred from primt into experience, the cwrriculum

materials were also evaluated in tems of church school teachers! estimates.
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Primarily, the basic weaknesses discovered through the evalnation
were: first, the lack of ample and effective discussion of certain
vital problems and methods of procedure and the lack of sufficient
quantity of stories, illustrations, and questions which help teé.:chers
stimlate pupils'! thinking and conversation; second, the lack of a
clear and graphic way of listing in advance the supplementary materials,
and of keeping constantly before teachers a view of the whole curriculum,
teaching materials, objectives, and content, rather than merely one
month's Sunday lesson materials; and third, the lack of an arrangement
of ma'berial which ﬁill meet the desire of teachers and appeal to
teachers sufficiently to be read by them.

In conclusion, since the curriculum materials for the Junior
department of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church were evaluated
in order jbo determine changes which need to be made when the materials
are used again, the following specific suggestions are given to seek
to remedy the weaknesses which were revealed through the evaluation:

1. Increase the amount of teachers' helps in the Bible School leader

so that there is one complete page for each lesson in addition to two
pages for the introduction to the month's work. In this additional
space for each lesson,explain more fully the teaching procedures and
how 1_30 adapt “bhem to local limitations, armd include more questions and
illustrations. In the introduction, in addition to surveying the
month!s lessons for Sunday classes and providing more guidance for
teachér's preparatory Bible study, including the use of charts to
clarify the historical setting and thought development, consider the

following as often as possible: problems now discussed in the Junior
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column elsewhere in the magazine; principles and procedures with

Junior clubs, choirs, and other areas of the church's ministry to

Juniors; problems of church and home c'oopera‘bion 3 ways of providing

worship experiences for Juniors; discussions of other methods of

effective teaching; and reports of what other teachers are doing.

20

Provide a supplementary pamphlet to include the following:

ae. A chart of the entire curriculum of the Evangelical Mission
Covenant Church showing how the Junior department curriculum relates
to the whole curriculum of Christian education in the church,

be A list of the general objectives of Christian education in the
church and the specific objectives for the Junior department.

Co A chart showing the content of the Sunday church school currie-
ulum for Juniors for the three year cycle, following the pattern

of the chart prepared for this study, but including also the central
ideas in each unit of Bible study.l Include also a statement
explaining the unit arrangement and the carrelation of the memory
passage and stating the reasons for this procedure.

de A list of all basic and supplementary materials, including
sources, for the three year cycle ,2 and brief statements regarding
the use of the Bible with Juniors, the purpose and use of the
pupil's quarterly, the purpose and use of Crosswwads and how it
correlates with the lessons and the reasons for this procedure.

es A list of the suggested unifying activitie53 for each unit for

1 Cf, Ante, pp. 35-Ll
2 Cf, Ante, pp. 46-51
3 Cf. Ante, pp. 52, 53
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the three year cycle and a brief statement explaining the procedures
and importance of such activities.

f. Suggestions for profitable teachers' meetings.

Change the arrangement of printed materials as follows:

2. Rewrite the pupils'! gquarterlies for Year One following the
form of the quarterlies for Year Two. Insert in each guarterly
for both years a list of pupil's objectives or achievements for
the quarter, which restate the vmajor teachers! objectives in the
language of Juniors. At the top of each lesson in the pupil's
quarterly prinﬁ the reférence to the entire memory selection for
the unit rather than only one verse from it.

be Unite the Junior columm and the teaching hints for the Junior

lessons in the Bible School leader under one heading such as,

"Guiding Juniors in the Church."

ce Change the paragraph, "Betwéen—Sunday Activities" to "Supple-
mentary Suggestionsy but include similar material. “

de Include a letter to parents printed on lighter grade paper
but bound into the pupil's quarterly in such a way that it can be
removed for miling if desired.

Prepare a set of slides which will show through photographs and
the accompanying script, the use of principles, methods, and
materials in the Christian education of Juniors in the church.

Make duplicates of this set available for rental by local churches.
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EXCERPT FROM LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE YOUTE DEPARTMENT
REGARDING THESTS RESEARCE THROUGH QUESTIONWAIRES

April 7, 1949

Miss Margaret Gothberg
235 East li9th Street
New York 17, New York

Dear Miss Gothberg:

In my letter of yesterday I promised to write you again regarding
your proposed thesis research. I have gone over your proposal and I
think that you would be wise in not attempting to send the questionnaire
to all of our conferences, but rather to three. This then would be a
"sampling*. I would suggest the following conferences: The North Pacific,
where you are personally well acquainted, The Eastern Missionary Associa-
tion, where you would have the close cooperation of the superintendent,
Louis Person, and the conference worker, Mildred Johnson, and tren our
Central Conference, This would mean that you would sample one conference
on the Pacific Coast, one along the Atlantic Seaboard, and the third an
Inland Conference., It would be possible, I think, with a close follow-up
to get a response from at least 75% of the schools, perhaps more.

You may feel free to make use of the Covenant of fice as your mail-
ing address. We are a bit crowded as to clerical work because of some
of the reports we must get ready, so I would suggest that you have that
taken care of in the East. Our department will be glad to pay you for the
postage since we, too, would benefit from it. Under separate cover, we
are mailing you a copy of the Year Book. I would suggest, however, that
you get the E,MeA. Annual for the addresses of the Sunday school workers
on your Eastern field,

Our experience in our department has been that you get no better
response to questionnaires if you enclose stamped envelopes. We have
tried both ways. Then, too, I am wondering if it might not be well to
work through the superintendents of the districts., Since O. B. Olson left
our conference we have no such official here but our office can probably
lend you whatever assistance you may need.

* & © e e s o & o & o e o 8 & & & 8 & ° e+ e s s s e s s ® . o e

Sincerely yours,
(Signed)

Peter P. Person
Erecutive Secretary
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COPY OF IETTER SENT TO THE NORTH PACIFIC DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT

April 12, 1919

Rev. Carl H. Peterson
2,03 N. lilst Street
Seattlg 3, Washingbon

Dear Rev. Peterson:

May I have your pemission to send the inclosed questiomnaire and
letter to the Sunday School superintendents in the North Pacific
district? As you know, the new Junior Sunday school course, which I
have been asked to write, begins this October. I feel the need of
working together with those who are actually teaching Junior boys and
girls in order to provide materials and suggestions which will both
help and inspire teachers to meet effectively the spiritual needs
of Juniors. Any suggestions from you personally would be much appre-
ciated.

* * - * L d -« L L] * L] . * * [ L] * L .. 8 L d * . - * * * * L 2 * L 4 * L] L]
Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Margaret Gothberg
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REPLY FROM THE NORTH PACIFIC DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT

April 15, 1959

Dear Miss Gothberg:

You most certainly have my permission to contact the teachers
in our district who are teaching our Junior boys and girls., I am
wondering if you have an up-to-date list of our superintendents. If
not, I believe Miss Ann Iofstrom, Secretary of our Sunday School
Association has one. At least she mentioned to me at the annual
conference at Highland that she intended to compile such a list. The
last Covenant Year Book is not up~to-date now. I know we have had
some changes on our district,

. L] . L] L] * L d L] * . L] L 2 [ ] . . * L] L L] L d * * * . . L ] . . . * . -
Yours in Christ,

(8igned) Carl H. Peterson
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COPY OF LETTER SENT TO THE SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKER

IN THE EASTERN CONFERENCE

The Biblical Seminary
235 East L9th Street

New York 17, New Yark
April 12, 193

Miss Mildred Johnson
20 Brownell Aveme
Hartford, Connecticut

Dear Nildred:

Some time ago I spoke to Dre. L. Person about my need of knowing
what Sunday School teachers desire in the way of Sunday School materials
for Juniors. He suggested that I send out a questionnaire to find out,
and both he and Dr. Peter Person suggested that I first get in touch

with you.

Inclosed is a copy of the proposed questionnaire and letter Yo go
to Sunday schools. Would you recommend that I send this out to Sunday
SChOOlS in the EaS'b COaSt district? * L] . L] L] L] L] . . . » - * . * L4 *®

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Margaret Gothberg




106

COPY OF THE REPLY FRQM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKER

IN THE EASTERN CONFERENCE

April 15, 19L9

Dear Margaret:
Thank you for your letter of April 12th. Yes, indeed, I think
you should send this letter and questiomnaire to our Sunday School

Superintendents. I am inclosing the list from ouwr year book, and
have marked out some that have changed. « + «

* * * - L L] * L . * L4 - - L] L * * . * . L] . * . * - - L4 * . L)

Sincerely,

(Signed) Mildred
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COVER IETTER WHICH ACCOMPANTED THE QUESTIONNAIRES
TO SUPERINTENDENTS AND TEACHERS OF JUNIORS IN ALL CHURCH SCHCOLS
IN THE FEAST, CENTRAL, AMD NORTH PACIFIC CONFERENCE, SPRING, 1949

Dear Sunday School Worker:

Miss Margaret Gothberg, a éraduate student at New York Biblical
Seminary, is conducting a study of current practices in Covenant Churches
concerning Juniors (9, 10, 11 years of age). Since she is preparing the
Junior lessons for the new Covenant graded Sunday school curriculum,
you will be rendering her and our Covenant Youth Department valuable
assistance if you will give the information requested.

The Covenant Youth Department heartily approves this research pro-
ject and suggests that you f£ill out and mail the questionnaires as soon
as possible,

Sincerely yours,
(Signed) |

Peter P. Person
Executive Secretary
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QUESTIONNAIRE TO SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS
TO ALL CHURCH SCHCOQIS IN THE EAST, CENTRAL, AND NORTH PACIFIC CONFERENCES
SPRING, 1949

Dear Sunday School Superintendent:

Your reply to the following questions will be helpful in the prepara-
tion of the new Covenant Junior Sunday School materials. Please f£ill out
this questionnaire and mail before June 15, 1949 to Miss Margaret Gothberg,
¢/o Covenant Youth Department, 5101 N, Francisco Avernue, Chicago 25,
Illinois., Thank you for sharing in this project.

l. Name and address of your church?

2. Number of juniors (9,10,11 year olds) in your Sunday School?
Length of the worship or assembly period on Sunday morning?
Length of the class teaching session?

3. What does your church do to guide the spiritual growth of its Junior
- boys and girls in addition to providing a Sunday morning session in
Sunday School--
a. What provision is made for the Juniors to have real experiences
in worship as a church group: '

Do you conduct a children's church that includes Juniors?

Do your Juniors attend the adult worship service? If so, is
some part of the service planned for them?

b What is dome to secure home cooperation?

Ce What activities such as choir, clubs, recreation, etc., do you
provide for your Juniors?

. TWhat Sunday School papers do you give to your Juniors? Please give
name and publisher.
5, Do you have regular teachers' meetings?

That efforts are you making to increase the efficiency of your
teachers?
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QUESTIONNATRE TO TEACHERS OF JUNIORS
TO ALL CHURCH SCHOCIS IN THE EAST, CENTRAL, AND NORTH PACIFIC CONFERENCES
SPRING, 1949

Dear Teacher of Junior (9-10-11 years) Children:

Your comments and suggestions on this questionnaire will be helpful in
the preparation of tle new Coverant Junior Sunday School materials.
Please fill out this questionnaire and return it to your superintendent
before June 15, 1949, or mail directly to Miss Margaret Gothberg,

c/o Covenant Youth Department, 5101 N, Francisco Avernue, Chicago 25, Ill.
Thank you for sharing in this project.

1, Name and address of your church?

2¢ Materials you now use in your Junior Sunday School class:
aes Please give title and publisher of this material —-

be. Is the Bible material chosen suited to your group?
ce Is the material related to the children's everyday experience?
de Have your children evidenced interest in it?

3. Please indicate what you like and what you do not like about this
material which you now use. If you wish to make more detailed com-
ments than this space provides, you are encouraged to do so.

..

What I Do Not Like
About Tt

What I Like About The
Material I Am Now Using

Content:
(ieee, choice
of topics
and Scrip-
ture)

°s o8 sy ve lee s»
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Materials for
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li. What kind of help would you desire to receive through the Junior depart-
ment of the new Sunday School workers'! magazine which will appear in

Septenber?
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POST CARD SENT TO LOCAL CHURCH SCHOOQLS

July 2, 1949

Dear Sunday School Superintendent:

The questionnaires which were sent to you last May have not
reached me as yet. Because they will be a great help in the prepara-

tion of the new Junior Sunday School materials as well as in a research
project, I am sending this reminder.,

Thanking you for your help and suggestions.

Sincerely yours,

Margaret Gothberg

c/o Covenant Youth Department
5101 N. Francisco Avenue
Chicago 25, Illinois
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COVER IETTER WHICH ACCQUPANTED THE QUESTIONNATRES
REQUESTING TEACHER'S EVALUATION OF JUNIOR CURRICUIUM
1951

=

February 15, 1951

ATTENTION: Teachers of Juniors in Sunday School
Dear Friends in Christ:

The Iord has given to us a vitally important task--to teach boys
and girls who are nine, ten, and eleven years of age, pointing them to
Christ and guiding them to know His will for them. It 1s our concern
to teach the Bible in such a way that it becomes vital in every Junior's
experience, and to help each Junior learn to use the Bible as a guide
te faith and conduct.

The lesson materials are meant to be guides and aids to the teacher
in this task. As we work together we can improve these alds and make
our teaching in each local church more effective. Genuine evaluations
of the new Junior Sunday School materials are needed. Will you please
help in this evaluation? Call a meeting of all who teach Juniors in
your church, who are using the new Covenant Junior materials, and together
talk over each item on the inclosed evaluation sheets, and check as re-
quested. Return your evaluation to us before March 10, 1951, Your
thoughtful evaluation and cooperation will be valuable in revising this
Junior course in order to make it a more effective aid to teaching.

When all the evaluations have been received in this office we will
tabulate the results and send the report to the person whom you desig-
nate as the one to receive the report.

Sincerely yours,
(Signed)

Margaret Gothberg
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QUESTIONNATRE SENT TO ALL CHURCH SCHOOLS USING THE COVENANT JUNIOR CUR~
RICULUM MATERIALS, 1951

AN EVALUATION OF THE COVENANT JUNIOR SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS
FROM OCTOBER 19L49 TO FEBRUARY 1951

School Number Juniors enrolled

Number of teachers making this evaluation

Please check which guarters you have used the materials:
Oct.-Nov.~Dec., 19L9 Oct.-Nov.-Dec., 1950
Jan.-Feb,-March, 195 Jan.-Feb.-Mapch, 1951
Apr.-May-June, 1950
July-Aug.-Sept., 1950

Which quarters did you like the best?
Why?

Which quarters did you like the least?
Why?

Name and address of person to whom the report of the findings of this
questionnaire should be sent:

Reactions of Teachers

l. Check on the blanks the portions you as teachers read from the Leader

each month.

TEACHING HINTS FOR JUNIOR LESSONS
&ae All the Scrlpture suggested for teacher's background
b. Introduction to the lesson material for the month
¢, Paragraphs under the topic, "Between-Sunday activities"
de. The specific procedure suggestions for each lesson

SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPARTMENTS

" e. The Junlor columm

OTHER PORTIONS OF THE IFADER NOT SPECIFICALLY PERTAINING TO JUNIORS

f. Indicate which portions you read regularly:

2s Check on the blanks the procedures you as teachers have tried to use

at some time during the year.

a. The unifying activities usually suggested for each chapter

be Planning with the children how to study a new chapter and arriv-
ing at a purpose and plan of procedure

c. Conversation with children as a teaching method

d. Planning class procedure so that each step prepares children's
minds and feellng for the next step in the lesson
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QUESTIONNAIRE SENT TO ALL CHURCH SCHOOIS USING THE COVENANT JUNIOR
CURRICULUM MATERIAIS, 1951, continued

3e

e. Plamning class procedure so that prayer time is the natural
climax of the Jesson
fs Planning the entire class procedure in terms of a specific aim

g. Adjusting the selection and amournt of actual reading to the
ability of the pupils

h. Planning class procedire so as to allow time to pass out
Crossroads and encourage home Bible reading

i. Using the pictures suggested

Je Using other visual aids suggested for use with the blackboard

. and bulletin board, or obher visual aids

ke Using the extra stories and books suggested

1. Other activities suggested in "Between Sunday Activities" and
occasionally in the specific lesson procedure
Mention what you have used:

If there are some of the above list of procedures which you have
not tried, give reasons why you have not found it advisable to
try them:

If you have met with Juniors between Sundays or for an extended
session on Sundays, have any of the suggestions for "Between Sunday
Activities" been helpful to you? Yes No

Indicabte which ones and what type of activities were provided for
Juniors in addition to the regular Sunday morning class:

What changes would you desire made in the teacher's helps?

What parts of the teachert!s helps do you particularly desire
retained?

What additional helps for teachers do you feel are needed?
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QUESTIONNAIRE SENT TO ALL CHURCH SCHOOIS USING THE COVENANT JUNIOR

CURRICUIUM MATERTAIS, 1951, continued

Reactions of Pupils

Place a check on the blank indicating the correct response.

1.

2.

3e

What is the general reaction of pupils to each of the folloﬁing:

Se

b.

Ce

de

Ce

Reading the Bible in class--interested disinterested
Give reasons for pupil reaction:

Reading the pupil's quarterly--interested _ disinterested
Give reasons for pupil reaction: :

Daily Bible reading at home--interested _  disinterested
Give reasons for pupil reaction:

Memory work--interested _ disinterested
Give reasons for pupil reactiont

Crossword puzzles, blanks, etc., in Crossroads—
interested disinterested

What do pupils do with their materials—-

ae
b

Ce

Carry their own Bibles to and from church

Keep pupil quarterlies in church until the end of the quarter
or take their quarterlies home esch Sunday

Take Crossroads home every Sunday _ ; leave them around care-
lessly ;3 keep them in notebooks “at home

Give reasons for pupil reaction in this matter of their use
of Crossroads:

Evaluate the extent to which general objectives have been reached
in your pupils by checking one blank. following each question.

Qe

b.

Ce

de

Have your pupils evidenced a growing interest in and knowledge
of the major Bible biographies? All pupils _ Most

A few None

Have your pupils memorized the suggested memory passages?

All pupils__ Most A few___ None

Have your pupils evidenced growing ability to see the continuity
of the Bible biographies as one continuous story of God's
guidance and mercy? All pupils___ Most A few _ None

Have your pupils evidenced a growing skill in finding the books
of the Old Testament? All pupils  Nost___ A few _ None_

—
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QUESTIONNAIRE SENT TO ALL CHURCH SCHOOLS USING THE COVENANT JUNICR
CURRICUIUM MATERIAIS, 1951, continued

e, Have your pupils acquired the habit of daily Bible reading?
All pupils Most A few None

f. Have your pupils evidenced growth in ability to use the Bible
as a guide to faith and conduct? All pupils Most_
A few  lNone -

g. Have your pupils evidenced growth in attitudes and habits of
prayer and reverence? All pupils Mosb A few None

h. Have any of your pupils received Christ as Savior? All pupils
Most A few None

i. Are changes toward more Christlike cormduct, conversation, and
attitudes evident in daily living? In all pupils Most
a few _ None - -

In what ways could the materials provided be of help to you in
working toward objectives such as these? (Use the back of this
paper for your answer.)

Reactions of Parents

1, Are the parents informed about the purpose and content of the
Sunday School lessons for each quarter? Yes  No

How are they informed?

How have they responded?

2o What do parents say about the curriculum for Juniors?




116

POST CARD SENT TO LOCAL CHURCH SCHOOILS

March 10, 1951

Attention: Teachers of Juniors in the Sunday School
IMPORTANT REMINDER!!

Perhaps you have laid aside the question sheetbs
sent last month for evaluating the Covenant Junior
Sunday School materials, intending to serd them later,
and are now wondering if it is too late. Please send
them immediately! We need your contribution in this
effort to improve our ministry to boys and girls in
our Covenant churches, Thank you sincerely!

Margaret Gothberg
Covenant Youth Department




APPENDIX B

Tables Supplementary to Chapter I
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TABIE T

TABUTATION OF 1950 RALLY MONTH REPORTS ON VISITATION AND TEACHER TRAINING

No. schools Total no. HNo. schools Total no. Total enrolled
participat- home visits in which allleadership in leadership

ing homes were courses courses
visited
California, 21 * 5 16 3%
Central . . L6 1220 L 1 189
Faste o o o 33 562 7 18 181
Great ILakes 11 50 1 2 18
IoWa. 2 @ @ 17 76)_!. 9 13 166
Iower Mich, % 323 1 L 100
Middle Fast 19 353 5 12 8lyse
Widwest . 13 363 3 i 102
North Pac.. 15 596 0 6 60
Nortiwest . 73 L7 3 32 #*
South « + 3 62 1 1 - 10
Southwest . 19 157 5 13 177
TOTAL o o » 286 L 797 NS 135 1087

*Statistics were incomplete.
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EVALUATION (F JUNIOR CURRICUIUH MATERIALS PRIOR TO 1949

BY A COMMITTEE (F THE BOARD OF YOUTH WORK

119

Ttem Evaluated and Possible

I

IT.

I1T,

PoTrits
Gospel
Light
Content - 100 points
1l, Biblical - 100 97
2. Integrated - 10C 95
3. Christian - 100 95
L. Experience centered -100 63
Total Score for section 350
Pedagogical Pupil Aids-200
l. Organization of materials
50 Lo
2. Guidance for home study of
lesson =50 L8
3. Suggestions for daily Bible
study -50 i
e Adequate maps and illus-
trations - 50 L3
Total Score for section 173
Pedagogical Teacher Aids-200
1. Separate manual for teach~
ers - 50 L5
2. Suggestions for corducting
class - 50 L7
3. Definite goals for each
lesson - 50 L6
li. Suggestions for between
Sunday activities - 50 15
Total Score for section 153
Literary Merit - 100
1. Style - 25 23
2. Diction - 25 23
3e Graded vocabulary -25 23
lie Tone - 25 18

Total Score for section 87

Average Points

97
90
88
60
335

Lo
L2
37

Lo
161

38
L2
33

10
123

20
20

o
<
-

L

78

97
88
68

75
328

30
20

22

ry

35
26
17

86

15
21
20
20
76

22
28
12

28
90

27

17
23
20
18
78

Scripture Standard Covenant
Press
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TABLE IT

EVALUATION OF JUNICR CURRICULUM IATERIAIS PRIOR TO 1949, continued

tem Bvaluated and Pogsible Average Points
Points

Gospel Scripture Standard Covenant

Light Press
Ve Mechanical Features - 100

1. Type - 25 22 18 17 23
2. Illustrations -25 18 17 12 18
3e Format - 25 25 25 18 22
Lo Binding, cover and paper

-25 i 10 8 8
Total score for section 79 70 55 71

TOTAL SCORES 8Li2 767 617 613
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TABLE IIT

CURRICUIUM MATERIAILS IN USE IN JUNIOR DEPARTMENTS
OF THE CHURCH SCHOOIS IN 1949
(Based on reports of 355 schools out of a total of 520 in 1949, or
sixty-eight per cent of all the schools of the denomination, filed
in the office of the Covenant Youth Department)

lo.
11.
12,
13,

15,
16.

Number of schools not indicating what materials they were

uSing....................o........101
Number of schools indicating no pupils of Junior age « ¢ o « o 0
Number of schools using Covenant publications, c. 1948 ¢« o« & « 87
Number of schools using Scripture Press materials. o « o » o o 59
Number of schools using Gospel Light materials o ¢ o« o o » « o 32
Number of schools using Union Gospel Press helps ¢ o o o o o o 26
Number of schools using International Uniform material bub no

indicating what pu.bliSher.. o @ & & o & & 0 ® 6 ¢ & o6 6 ° o
Number of schools using helps produced by David C. Cooke o «
Number of schools using Standard materials ¢« o o o o o » & o
Fumber of schools using Higley's publicationSe « « « o o o
Number of schools indicating they use no prepared materials.
Number of schools using Pilgrim Press material o o o ¢ o o o
Number of schools using materials produced by the American
sundaYSChOOlUniOnoooooooc.ocoocoooooooa
Number of schools using materials produced by the Baptist
Conference o« o o« s o o o o o ¢ o o o ¢ o s o o s o o 6 0 0 & o
Mumber of schools using Christian publications materials « .+ o
Number of schools using other miscelanears helps and materials

e o o o o e choeo o
(]
W

Ul =

TOTAL NUMBER OF RESPONSES IISTED o o o o o o o 0 o o« o o o o 0358
Iess the number of schools using more than one material in

their Junior‘departmen‘bs.. e ¢ @€ ¢ o o © © 0O & e © & o 3
TOTAL NUMBER OF SCHOOIS REPORTING. o o o o o o o s o s o o o 4355
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TABLE IV

ENROLMENT TN CHURCH SCHOOIS COMPARED WITH CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
FROM INFORMATION IN THE YEAR BOOKS FOR 1948, 19L9, 1950

Total Number Total Church Total Number  Total Active
of Churches Membership  Church Schools Church Schogl

Enrolment™
Year
1948 L75 - 50,168 516 56,122
1919 L75 51,009 520 57,712
1950 L8o 51,26l 525 59,840

#Does not include Cradle Roll and Home Departments.
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TABIE V

ENROLMENT IN JUNIOR DEPARTMENTS COMPARED WITH OTHER DEPARTMENTS
BASED ON 1949 REPORTS (F 355 CHURCH SCHOOIS FIIED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
COVENANT YOUTH DEPARTHENT

Departments
Adult Young Senior Inter- Junior Primary Begin-
People mediate ners

Conferences: '
California. . . 1691 398 341 517 767 1138 866
Canada. + « « » 121 35 17 30 59 37 60
Central o « « » 1653 - 660 602 933 1311 1368 1059
Easte o o o o o 624 392 382 507 708 670 698
Great Lakes « o 228 8l 111 5 173 172 18
ToWae o o o o o 718 3 153 200 26 301 283
Lower Michigan. 352 112 -115 172 216 278 179
Middle East . . 53L 130 168 12 251 287 236
Midwest o o o o 782 3L5 126 217 30k 251 283
Nerth Pacific . 861 227 2h7 355 L7l L69 549
Nortlwest « « o 2564 696 562 855 1507  132Lh 1119
Southwest « + o 739 110 62 75 160 160 13
South « ¢ o « » 95 52 33 55 61 86 105

TOTAIS . . » 10962  338L 2919  L203 6252  65h1 5728

These figures do not include those from schools who because of
their small size combine any of these departments of the church school,.

Total active enrolment in all departments in all 520 church
schools in the Bvangelical Mission Covenant Church in 1949 was 57,712.
Total active enrolment in all departments in the 355 schools reporting
was 11,696, or 70% of the total. No other statistics are available
showing enrolment by departments, but beginning in 1951 such statistics
will be gathered anmially.



TABLE VI

TABUIATION OF QUESTIONNALRES SENT AND RETURNED, 19L9

12

de

2e

3e

L.

5.

Conferences:

Fast
Number of churches to whon

questionnaires were sent. . 61

Number of superintendents

who replied o o « o o o & @ 27

Number of schools repre-
sented in the superintendentts

I‘eplies......'-.. 27

Number of teachers who

replied.......... 27

Mumber of schools repre-
sented in the teacher's

TepliesS ¢« ¢ o o o o s o o o 19

TCTAL

Central North Pacific

6l

27

27

29

36

11

11

12

161

65

65

79

60
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TABLE VIT

N
ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE TO CHURCH SCHOOL
SUPERINTENDENTS, SPRING, 19L9

Conferences:
Hast Central North TOTAL
Pacific
Ttems of Information:
1. Number Juniors in Sunday School. . «
a. Number schools reporting under 15 15 6 3 2L
be Number schools reporting 16 to 20 2 N 0 6
c. Number schools reporting 21 to 25 1 2 3 6
de Number schools reporting 26 to 30 5 Ly 1 10
e. Nunber schools reporting 31 to 35 1 3 1 5
fo Number schools reporting 36 to L0 2 L 0 6
ge Number schools reporting L1 to 50 0 2 2 L
he Number schools reporting 51 to 100 O 2 1 3
2. Length of Worship or Assembly Period
a. No. schools reporting 15-20 min, 17 12 5 3k
be No. schools reporting 25-30 min. L 9 3 16
c. No. schools reporting 1i5-60 min. L 5 2 11
(Wot clear; may mean adult worship)
ds No. schools reporting unified
SEIVICE 4 o o o o o o o o o o o o 1 2 1 i
3e Length of class teaching session
a. No. schools reporting Ii5 min. « « 5 3 0 8
be Nos schools reporting 30-40 min. 19 22 10 51
ce No. schools reporting under 30 min. 3 3 1 7
e Provision for real experiences in worship
as a church group far Juniors
2. Noe schools reporting they conduct
children's church which includes
JUNIOTS ¢« o o o o o o ¢ ¢ 6 & » o 0 6 2 8
be Noes schools reporting that Juniors
attend adult services e & @ » o0 @ 25 20 8 53.;(-

~ce No. schools reporting that some
part of the adult service is planned
fOI‘JuniOI‘S........... ll, 2 2 8
d. Noe schools reporting that no part
of the adult service is planned
for JUniors o o ¢ o« ¢ o ¢ o ¢ o o 20 18 7 Ll»s

5. Provisions for securing church school
and home cooperation

a. No. schools doing something « « o 23 19 .9 51
be No. schools reporting occasional mbgs.l1l0 2 3 15
c. Visitation and personal conmtact . 22 18 9 L9

#Statement qualified by 25 schools, indicating that not all Juniors attend.



TABLE VII

ANALYSIS (OF RESPONSES TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE TO CHURCH SCHOOL
SUPERINTENDENTS, SPRING, 19L49 - continued

126

6. Provision of Other Activities for

Te

Juniors in the Church

Qe

be
Ce
de
Ce
fo

e

Provision for Ieadership

Noe schools reporting other
actiVi’bieS.c ¢ o 5 o ¢ e o
Choirs...........
Craft and Recreation.
Occasional Activities
CIubsS o o o o oo o o
Bible classes o« o o &
Orchestra « ¢ o o o o

® ¢ o @ L
e & o O o
e ¢ o * e

Teachers

a. Number schools reporting regular

b

Ce

de

Ceo
fe
Es

'hn

i.

L) L] * L] L L L ]

® o ¢ o 6 o o

FEast Central

. 17
o 12
. 2
. 5
. 7
. 2
N 1

Training for

teacher's meetingSe o o o ¢ o o o 19
No. schools reporting no meetings
or irregular meetings « o« o o o o 8

Nos schools reporting they did
something to increase teacher

efficlencye o o o o s o o « « o o 18
No. schools having district teacher

training class or instibute. + »
Annual or biennial training classes
Regular teacher training class. »
Special teacher's meebtings, courses
and institutes... o o s o & o 6 o o
City-wide teacher training courses,

o - W

Regular teachers' meetings devoted
to increasing teacher efficiency. 2

]
o~

OMNHWMN-

23

16

H OO

|

North
Pacific

O H-JWMNDULD

w

- o wOoOo ~J

TOTAL

50
15
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CURRICUIUM MATERTAIS IN USE IN 1949 AND TEACHERS' EVAIUATIONS
BASED ON ANALYSIS COF RESPONSES TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE TO CHURCH
SCHOOL TEACHERS OF JUNIORS, 19L9

Key:

Soe
b,
Ce

Suited to group
Related to children's everyday experience
Children interested in it

Material Teacher Evaluation of lMaterial
Used (Mumber of schools using this material is indicated in
parenthesis after the conference name.)
1. Covenant | Fast (7) Central (16) | N, Pacific(2) TOTAL (25)
c 1948 [Yes No | Yes No | Yes No |Yes No
2o 1| I | 1T 1 |17 )
be 5 1] 10 5 1 1 |16 7
Ce 6 0 8 8 0 2 |1 10
2, Gospel
Light East (7) Central (8) | NePacific (7) TOTAL (22)
2. 7 0| 5 21 5 2 |17 L
be 7 0 5 3 ly 3 |16 6
Ce 7 0 L 2 7 0 |18 2
3. Scripture
Press East (9) Central(ll) | NePacific (1) TOTAL (21)
ae 8 0 9 2 1 o |18 2
be 5 31 9 2| 1 o |15 5
Ce 7 11|10 1 1 0 |18 2
lie DeCoCook | East (1) Central (5) |N,Pacific (0) TOTAL (6)
R 1 0 5 0 6 0
be 1 ol L 0 5 0
Ce 1 0 ly 1 5 1
5. Union
Gospel Fast (0) Central (1) |NePacific (2) TOTAL (3)
ae 0 0 1 1 1 1
be 0 1 0 1 0 2
Ce 0 1 0 1 0 2
6. SeS.Times Fast (1) Central (0) | N.Pacific (0) TOTAL (1)
e 1 0 1 0
De 1 0 1 0
C Ce 1 0 1 -0
7+ Christian
Publicatilon East (2) Central (0) | NoPacific (0) TOTAL (2)
3 2 0 2 0
be 1 1 1 1
Ce 1 0 1 0
8. Standard| East (3) Central (0) |N,Pacific (0) | TOTAL (3)
2 1 1 1 1
b 1 1 1 1
Ce 2 0 2 0
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TABIE IX

TEACHERS' COMMENTS REGARDING CONTENT OF JUNIOR CURRICULUM MATERTAILS
BASED ON ANALYSIS CF RESPONSES TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE TO CHURCH SCHOOL
TEACHERS OF JUNIORS, 19L9

Key: -

Conferences: E--Fastj; C—Central; N--North Pacific; ~.--- = .

Materials: C--Covenant c 1948; Gl--Gospel Light; Sp--Scripture Press;
Ck~-Cook; Ug—-Union Gospel Press; Sst--Sunday School Times;
Chp—Christian Publications; St--Standard

Comments (Numbers refer to reference Number of comments and Materials
numbers placed on questionnaires when to which Reference Was Made
returned) —

TOTAL

1. Comments indicating desire that curriculum materials be
understandable, interesting to pupil, and relate to pupil's

1ife e}{perience. * ® L i L] L 4 * * . 8 . . L L] * L4 L 4 o L d . L d L L ] 38
E [¢ N

S —

WWhat I Iike:
ae. Boys show interest 7; interesting
149, 154, 188, 21l; like it, 187¢ o o [So-( |C-2;Sp3 6
be Topics helpful in practical way 24. . |G1- 1
c. Stories and illustrations pertain to \
everyday life, 60, 61 o o o o o o o o |C-2 2
de Gives opportunity for children to see
Christ as SaViOI‘, 91, 78. e o o o o o |Gl-15pd
8, Vital application for Juniors 136;
applied eaSily 279, 281 e ¢ o e o o o C-t Gl-1. $p-1
f. Challenges to Christian living, 158 . o
g+ Easy to understand, 168, 170, 206,222 CK-3; Sp-1
he Stimulate in‘berest, 210 ¢ 6 o o o o o C-1
i, Concerns the pupil, 263 o o o o o o o )
What I Do Not Iike:
je Too much 0ld Testament, 2723 Old Test-
ament texts don't apply to child's
life,lhO.............. C-1 Gi-i
ke Not enough application, 37« ¢ o o o o |Sp=t
1le Needs illustrations on daily life, 72 [Chp-t
me Didn't apply to child's life, 122, 191 Yg-t; -1
n. Too advanced, 288; too much historyll ‘lc- c-/
0. Too difficult, 53, 58, 241, 131, 1hl .|St-a lsps; C-o,
p. lacked appeal for child 132 « o « « & Cot
ge Needs to be more interesting to Junior
boysléZ....o.......c.. C-t
r. Would prefer interesting Bible stories
173.0000000000000000 SP” 1
Se Adult—centered, 267 o« o« o« ¢ o ¢ o o vq- i 1

N

e e

el SEYONE R nad | ol AV

-
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TEACHERS' COMMENTS REGARDING CONTENT OF JUNIOR CURRICULUM, conbinued

Comments

Number of comments and Materials

to which Reference Was Nade

2. Comments regarding order of presentation

3e

of materialo ® & o © o & b 6 © e o © 8 o

What I Like:
ae Subjects follow each other, 17. « o &
be Lessons connected, 30, 79 « o o o « o
ce Chronological order, 70, 121, 148,
25'}_!.’2710000-00000'000.
de. Scriptures closely comnected, 127 . »
Co Continuity, 159’ 296, 305 e o © o & o
What I Do Not Like:
fe Lessons overlap, 2k, 250 o « o o o
ge Lessons don't link together, 38 + « &
he Cycle graded not chronological for
all pupils, D 6 a s 06 06 60 6 0600 0

Comments regarding choice of content . .

What T Likes
ae. Topics good, themes set up well, 5,
35, 10h, choice of stories good;128 ,
be Easter and Christmas lessons at
right season 6. e o & 8 o s o & e 8 @
c. Bible-centered 8, 215, 212¢ o« » o o »
de Bible stories excellent LO: o o o o »
e, Well proporbioned 23¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o o
fo Tie up with 01ld and New Testarents90.
ge Same lesson for all classes 108 + . »
he One person for several weeks, 196 . .
ie Familiar naterial, 230. e & @ o o o o
Vhat I Do Not Like:
Je Need more Iessons about women, 3¢ o o
ke Faster lessons not seasonal,203, 207.
1. Not enough Scripture and Gospel, 15,
180 L4 L L ] ® L] L * L L] [} »> . L ¢ e L 4 °
me Too much theology 71e ¢ o o o o ¢ o &
ne Repetitious from one term to another,
117, 236. L ] L] - . L o e L 4 ® L] ° L J o
0. Too mch on Holy Spirit 171 « ¢ o o
n. Need more on Second Coming, 26l . . .

£

TOTAL
- L ] -] * L] L ] - ) e* * 16
& c N

Sp- ! 1
Sp-a 2
Cho~t (Ug-1:Sp-2) G ) -1 5
G@)-1 . 1

c-1 Gl-1:Sp-1l 3

Gl-& 2

Sp- i 1
Sp-! 1
* L] * ° * -* L ] * L ] L 2 21-1-
Gl-1:5p20G) - 1 b
Sp-1 1
sp-i |Sp-t; C-1 3
G)-1 1
Gi-1 1
G- 1
St -1 1
c-1 1

Gl -1 1

Sp-1 1
Ch-2 2

Sp-t | C-1 2
Chp -1 1

c-1 Gl-1 2 .

Sp-! 1

C -1 1
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TABLE IX

TEACHERS' COMMENTS REGARDING CONTENT OF JUNIOR CURRICULUM, conbinued

Comments Number of comments and Materials
EQ which Reference Was Made

TCrAL
e & © ¢ o © o o ® 5
T | ¢ | °¥

—

lie Comments regarding amount of content . . .

What I Do Not Like:

a. Too much to cover in a lesson, L8, :
231’ 277e o o o ¢ o o o« o 2 o o o s o |G-t Gl-1t Gl-\

be Too much or too little, 199 « o o e-|

¢+ Too much for short class, 283 ¢ o « o Gl-)

[e2] - 4 o

5. Comments regarding memorization of Scripture « « o o o o o

What I ILike:
a. Variety of texts and hymns to learn,65 C-1
be Memory verses simple and meaningful,
80-..-..-.0..0000..039"
What I Do Not Like:
Ce Memory work ought to concentrate on well
lovedpassages, 1).[.2000.000.6 c-!
de Prefer King James version, 161,219, . c-2
e, Hymn memorization not important, 181. C- |
fe Too long verses, 255, too hard, 73. . 'c-f Sp -1

-

o o |

6.Other00mmentSQQOOoovooooot.ooocooooo 7

What I Like:
a. Encourages pupils to use Bible, 3l. . | Se-!
be Gives opportunity to use Bibles, 217. C-J
Cce. Bible verses listed beforehand for
S't'\ldy,ll.loocooo-ooooounGl—l
de Easy to find supplementary material,
50. o ° L - ° - L] L ® L] . L 3 L * ® ° S-)-_)
e. Evangelistic note, 102 « o« ¢ » o o o [G1-1
f. Illustl"ations, 1530 8 o & © 8 0o o 8 Sp-l
What I Do Not Like:
ge Texts taken from scattered portions,

291 e o L . ¢ O * L] L L L L] e @ L4 o o

I )

=it
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TABIE X

TEACHERS!' COMMENTS REGARDING TEACHER'S HELPS PROVIDED FOR JUWIOR
CURRICULUY MATERTAIS
BASED ON ANALYSIS (F RESPONSES TO THE QUESTIONHAIRE TO
CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS OF JUNIORS, 1949

Key:

Conferences: E--Easty C--Central; N--North Pacific

Materials: C--Covenant, ¢ 1945; Gl--Gospel Light; Sp--Scripture Press;
Ck~-Cook; Ug~-Union Gospel Press; Sst--Sunday School Timesg
Chp--Christian Publications; St--Standard

Comments (Numbers refer to reference Number of comments and Materials
numbers placed on questionnaires when to which Reference Was lMade
returned) : - e
TOTAL
1. Comments indicating helps which assist in making lessons
understandable, interesting and relating to pupil's life . . 7
E C N
What I Like: - - -
a. Stories to make lesson meaningful,67 |Sp-i ]
be Practical application for each
lesson’ 83. L] o L] ® * L L] L] * L] L d -4 L] SP—‘ 1
ce Questions related to children's every
day experiences, 109+ s s » o o o o o (95°1 1
de Expositions help teacher correlate
Bible to present, N C-l 1
e. Helpful in approaching children, 116, |C-! 1
Yhat I Do Not like: ,
fe Need thought questions listed in
teacher's book relating to everyday
experiences, 7h e ® o 0 & & 6 o 0 o @ C-1 1
ge Approach to lesson sometimes above el-)
pupil, 2510 ¢ ¢ o & o o ¢ & & 0 & o o 1

2. Comments regarding specific, detailed and ample aid for
teaCherS e © & & & & & © & ® 9 & & 0 ® © ¢ & & © © © © * * & 58

What I Like:

a. Lesson aim, 51, goals, 138, 239 « o o |St-y |SP-L:C-I 3
be Explanation of verses arnd characters Ck-LSH
detailed, 56"68, 82. e ¢ % & o o & @ Sp-i 3

Cce Visual aids and stories--object
lessons and stories 8L, visual aids
and stories 92, stories to tell 65,
object lessons and blackboard talks,
202, blackboard illustretions 268 . . |G-bspack-r [Us-| 5
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TABLE X

TEACHERS' COMMENTS REGARDING TEACHER'S HEIPS PROVIDED, continued (

‘Conments Number of comments and Materials
Eg which Reference Was Made

E c N | TOTAL

Shb-1 1
Sp-a 2

o
o

de Flamnelgraph available, 85. . « .
e. lesson approach given, 81, 36 . .
fo Complete and inspirational, 298,
inspirational quotations, 93 + ¢ o o |G- Gl-1
g. Lesson story told clearly, 9L o« « o« o [Sp-! '
he Story written exactly as you tell it,
L2, written out completely, 12, 225 . [@1-2 | Sp-1
ies Suggests additional projects 232. . , el-1
Je Variety of ideas and suggestions, 18. p-1
k. Helps teacher outline lesson, L7. « -1
1le Background material on child psych-
OlOgy,].B?oooooc.oo.ccoo C-1
me. Points out keyno‘be, 19700 e & o o o (el
n. Gives historical background, 2li3. « « gl-1
0. Gives illustrations, 249« o o o o o o Gl-1
P. Plain enough to help new teacher, 105,
ample 25, clear 150, thorough 256,259 |Gl-a [Sp-3
What I Do Not Like:
qe More Scripture references reeded,123. Vg -1
r. Need historical and geographical hack-
ground, 11300 e © s o o o o 5 s o o C-1 uj"/'C‘-?-
s. Needs illustrations and stories, 12l, 2
133,175000.000-0000000 -
t. Need more helps, 62, 169, 17L, 247,200 |c-1 lc-a.61%
ue Visual aids needed 76, object lessons
needed 228, 273, for the eye 156, o o |C-1 |Sp-2 |G-
v. Need more outside sources, Llile o o o c-1
we Teacher's book not much help, 145,183,
265, use it little, 282 4« ¢ o o o o » ¢-3 |Gl-1
Xo Need psychology, 176e o o o s o o ¢ o c-1
veo Needs information on how lesson has
beenused,l??..........o. Cc-1
z. Needs explanation on how to tell a
Stor‘y,186.....-....-.-. c-1
at.Needs bibliographys 189 o« s o o o s « c -1
bt.Heeds simple material on preparing for
a Christian life as background for
Confirmation, l92.oooucoo.o c-d
c!.Unnecessary detail given, 220 & « o « c-1
d!.Key to correct workbooks needed,30l . Gl-1

°
.
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TABLE XTI

TEACHERS' COMMENWTS REGARDING PRINTED MATERTAL FOR JUNIORS PROVIDED
IN THE CURRICULUM MATERIAIS IN USE IN 1949
BASED ON ANAIYSIS OF RESPONSES TO THE QUESTIONMVAIRE TO
CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS OF JUNIORS, 1949

Key:

Conferences: E--East; C-~Central; N--Horth Pacific

Materials: C--Covenant, c 1948; Gl--Gospel ILight; Sp—~Scripture Press;
Ck~~Cook; Ug--Union Gospel Press; Sst—-Sunday School Times;
Chp~~Christian Publications; St--Standard

Comments (Mumbers refer to reference Number of comments and Materials
numbers placed on questionnaires when to which Reference Was lMade
returned)

TOTAL
l. Comments concerning pupil materials which are under-

standable, interesting and meaningful to PuPilse o o o » &« o | 2
E C N

VWhat I Like:
as Pupils interested and do their
lESSOnS, lO, 1060 e ¢ o o o o o o o o [al-I;Spl
be Adapted to present day 11 o o o o o o |Sp-t
c. Stories in quarterly told to pupil
applies it to life, 57, 139 o o o o o l§t-1 |C-1
de Application to daily living, 216. o » c-1
Ce EaSily understood, 280. e ® o 8 & @ o Sp-1
fs Pictures and stories 112, stories 1L6,
198 © & & o0 06 s+ o & ¢ o & o » o o e o LC-! C-2
What I Do Not ILike:
ge Questions stress facts rather than
principles, lhB e ® ¢ ¢ @& 0 0o ¢ o & o C-! 1
he Not enough emphasis on children's
problems, 118 s o @ & o s o 0 o o o o |C-! 1
ie. Too brief in relating to everyday
experiences 33, should be more realis-
tiC, 63-. e o o 86 6 o o606 a8 s 0 0 s o |CLSpi
je Doesn't allow for individual differ-
ences,l72......o...-... Sp-1
ke Not on pupil level 178, too difficult
208, 2&8, 290 o 6 & o & & & 5 O© & & & @l-1-C-a| C-1
1. Not Sufficient, 223 e & o & o o o ¢ @ SP“/
me Not interesting 252, 269¢ o o o o o « Gl Yg-1
Nne Too much to memorize, 11l o o o o ¢ o [C-1
0. No stories for children to read, 125. Vg1

] ] GCR [N

)

o

(SO Y N {= O

2. Comments regarding warkbook type of pupil materialsS. eje o« « | 29

Sp -2

What T ILike: el-1
a. Puzzles 55, 96, 88, l o o6 6o 0 oo St-1 h




TABLIE XTI

13L

TEACHERS!' COMMENTS REGARDING PRINTED MATERIAL FOR JUNIORS, continued

Comments

Number of comments and Materials

to which Reference Was Hade

3e

b. Questions with blanks to £ill 16,299
c. Workbook 26, 119, 226, 257, 260, 306
d. Review questions L3, 97, picture
quiZZ,S-Z..........o....
e. TWritten work using Bible passages
to secure answers 95, 210 « o ¢ o o o
f. Lesson taught before workbook done,
233.00.0.00..0000.0.
What I Do Not Like:
ge Puzzles are of no value, 103¢ ¢ ¢ o &
he Takes too much time in class, 278 . «
i. ToomChtOfillm, 19. e © &8 o ¢ »
Jo Drawing, coloring, puzzles and ques-
tions are laoking LI.’ 23).!.. e o o o o o
k. Questions to write are needed 75,
£ill in blarks needed, 182¢ ¢ o o o »
1. Questions are needed 126, tmue false
needed, 218’01150 e s ¢ 6 ¢ © & & & »
me Rather use punched leaflets than
present formy, 160 o o o o o o o o o @

Comments regarding encouragement of home study or systematic

Bible reading at hoMCe o« o ¢ ¢ ¢ s o o o

What I Iike:
ae Bible reading for the week 2, 13 & &
be Questions to answer each day 31,
daily stories ard blanks 129, daily
W'OI'lel,BOOooocoooooooo
Ce Home work 69, 87c o o o o o o o o s
d. Workbooks encourage Bible reading,227
What I Do Not Like:
e« Home workbook needed 167,292,293, « »
fo Too mich homework 13l, 221s o o o «
ge Home study material too hard 89 « « «
he They don't do homewark L6, 5L, 147,
155, 211, 274, 276, 295..

z c i TOTAL
Sp-! el-! 2
o Gl-1 6

|GL2; ST 3
Gl-1; 5pt 2
Gl-1 1
Gl-t 1
Gl-i 1
Sp-1 1
Sp-i_ |1 Gl-t 2
c-1 Jec-t 2
Ujl—/: c-t 3
c-i 1
L] * L L a * L L o ® 23
Sp-L 2
p-t_ |Gl-t: Sp-1 G-\ L
S p-1;CK | 2
Sp-1 1
CK- 1 C-a 3
e-2 2
Sp-1 1
Gl st1|sp-1;Calela; cor ] 8




135

TABLE XI

TEACHER'S COMIENTS REGARDING PRINTED VATERIAL FOR JUNIORS, continued

Comments Number of comments and Materials
to which Reference Was Hade
TOTAL
ha OtherCOBmlentS.oooooc.oooooooccoootoo ]-}-l-
E C N

#What I Like: - - -
as Non-dated so if you miss a Sunday

you can make it up, 27s o o o o o ¢ o | Gl-1 1
be Illustrations 86. e o o o o o o o o | Sp-1 1
Ce Bible verses to look up 110 « o « o o|Sst-J 1
de Suggestions for wark projects 190 o e-1 1
e Good print and pnictures 297 « o« » o o G- 1
What I Do Not ILike: Gl-1
fo Few or no maps 32, 39, 289,49 . o . .|Sp-2 c-1 L
ge Better illustrations needed 179 « « » C-t 1
he Too close together, can't tell one

lesson from another 215, 216 o o o & Gl-2 2
i. Review on previous lesson prints

questions with answers 28lie o o o o @ Gl-1 1
Je Scripture not prinmted in pupil book

29)4.;000.00000000000. C’l 1
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TABIE XTI

TEACHERS' COMIENTS REGARDING THE KIND OF HELP THEY DESIRE
IN THE NZW TEACHER'S MAGAZINE
BASED ON ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE TO
CHURCH SCHOOL TFACHERS (F JUNIORS, 1949

Key:
Conferences: E--East; C--Central; N--North Pacific

Comments (Numbers refer to reference Number of comments and
numbers placed on questionnaires when iaterials to which Reference
returned) : Tas Made

TOTAL
l. Help in making lessons meaningful, interesting, and relative

0 PUPil EXPErienCe. o o o o o o o o o s o o o o 0o s o s o s oo 6
h3 C N

a. Problems arising in their school life,
22, 212 . L] L] * L] . L 2N ] * * L] L] L] * L] * L l 1
b. How to win a Junior for Christ, 59, 303 4 1 1
1

NN

c. More applicable comparisons with daily
Wo:c'k,éh.-..........-....

d. Help pupils find Christianity as answer
for daily living, 209 « ¢ o ¢ o o o o » 1

SO S

-J

2e Desire for stories and 11Iustrabions o ¢ o o o o o o o « » o & &

N

d. Story connected with the lesson, 120,237 [ 1 1
be More illustrative material, 107, 130,

16h322b.o0ooo'ooogotoooool 3
c. Real life experiences, 235. s+ o o o & o o 1

3e Desire for visual 21dS o« o o o s ¢ o o« ¢ o« s o o o 6 8 ¢ ¢ o o o

a. Object lessons, Lh, 238, flannelgraph,189 1
be. New ideas via "eye" gate, 77, 157 o o o o 1
Ce Slides, flannelgraph, etce, 201 ¢ & « o &
d. Pictures and object lessons, 258. o « o 4
e, Blackboard illustrations, 270 s + & « + 1

= - 12 o

N R [os} el

lie Desire for information about psychology, teaching methods, and
pI'OCedUI’eS . o ) L 3 . » £ * . * o * . ° [ ] ® ¢ o . . ° e . . * * o

=
(o8

a. Ways to encourage systematic Bible reading
210000000.000.000000001
be Methods of teaching, 28 o « o ¢ o o o o o 1
c. Varied presentations, 285 o« o« o ¢ o o « « 1
d. How to bring yourself to child's level,
h5,286¢000000000.00000.1

] (R P

]
no
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TABIE XIT

TEACHERS' COMMENTS REGARDING THE KIND OF HELP THEY DESIRE
IN THE NEW TEACHER'S MAGAZINE, continued

Comments (Numbers refer to reference Number of comments and
numbers placed on questionnaires when Vaterials to which Reference
returned) Was tade
E C N TOTAL
ee How to vary lesson teaching, 98 . « o o« of 1 1
f. How to interest children in memorizing,
99,261,266.0.0.00.0t..0ool 2 3
g. How to keep pupils interested, 152, 253 . 2 2
h. Notes on dealing with different types of
students and discipline, 165, deportment,
lB).L,OI'deI'ZlB....ooooooa.an 3 3
ie Psychology 19Ue o o o o o o o 2 o « o o & 1 1
jo How to prepare a lesson, 275. o o = o o @ 1 1
e Other COMMENtS o o o o o o o s « 0 o ¢ s o 6 o o 0 8 o o o o o of 16

a. More ideas and suggestions for each
1@5501’1,135-00.looo.oooooo 1
b, Books to recommend for Junior reading,20./ 1
ce New books on the subject of the lessons
193.oootooooo‘oooocoooo 1
ds Ideas for increasing abttendance, 29 . . »

e. Reports of projects carried on in other
ChurChSChOOJ.S,lOOocco-oonooc

f. General topics to inspire teacher spir-
itually, 101, teacher challenges, 163 . »
g. Notes on teacher visitation in homes, 166

h, Background material about home and

foreignmissions, 195.0 e o o o 8 s e o
i. Things to do with their hands, 20L. + « &
Je Quizzes for pupils, 205 ¢ o o o ¢ o o o o
- ko Tdeas for department opening session,229
~1e Outside activities, 262,.287¢ o« « ¢ o « »
m. Ixchange of teachers' ideas, 302¢ o o o &
ne. Articles written by Junior children 30L .

1

N

4

-t

el ) e e S

Rl R

o Ll

Total number of comments tabulated on Tables X, X, XI, and XTI:
Zast-~120; Central--1h6; North Pacific--hO; Total--306
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TABIE XIII
LIST OF CHURCHES TO WHICH QUESTIONNAIRES WERE SENT AND

FROM WHICH REPLIES WERE RECEIVED, MARCH 19511

Reference

Muber of Name of Church to Which Questionnaire Was Sent and
Returned Name of Person Replying before March 2li, 1951
Questiomnaire

CALIFORNIA
Fresno
King sburg
Los Angeles
21 Patterson--Mrs. Fred Hanson, Route 1, Box 27A, Patterson

CANADA

Vancouver, B. Ce

Norquay, Saske.

Prince Albert (Calvary), Sask.
Prince Albert (East End), Sask.

COLORADO
Denver
1 Greeley--Ben Shader, Route 3, Fort Collins

CONNECTICUT
“#Bridgeport
Georgetown
35 Hartford--Clarence Goranson, 55 Linbrook Rde, W. Hartford
22 - Manchester—-Elsie Johnson, 122 Maple St., Manchester
Naugatuck
23 New Britain--Harder Johnson, 4l Cottage St., Plainville
New Haven
2 - Thomaston--Reve Dan Ericson, 6L Grove St., Thomaston

FLORTDA _
Miami ,
Letter Vero Beach--Mrs. O. E. Osterberg, 1925-20th St., Vero Beach

ILLINOIS

Batavia

Chicago (Austin)
Chicago (Bethany)
Chicago (Cragin)

25 Chicago (Douglas Park)

Chicago (Edgebrook)
Chicago (Edgewater)

1 Covenant Press Mailing List for Covenant Junior materials, February 1951
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TABLE XIIT
LIST OF CHURCHES TO WHICH QUESTIONNAIRES WERE SENT AND

FROM WHICH REPLIES WERE RECEIVED, MARCH 1951, continued

Reference Name of Church and Name of Person Replying
Number

3 Chicago (First)-~Wayne Rosenquist, 309 East Ave., Park Ridge
Chicago (North Park)
Chicago (Redeemer)
Chicago (South Chicago)
Chicago (Trinity)
Evanston
# Galesburg
Glen Ellyn-
Hinsdale
26 Joliet--William J, Iarson, 2504 N, Kelly Ave,, Joliet
36 Kewanee--Reve Stanley Benson, 312 E, lst, Kewanee
Iily Iake
Lockport
3 Northlake
27 Molire (Elim)--Catherine Bergstrand, 611-18th Ave., E. Moline
s Moline (First)
L Princeton--Ragnar Anderson, 209 S. First St.
Ietter Rockford (First)--Adeline Peterson, 2128 Idaho Parkway
s Rockford (Broadway)
Rockford (Harlem)
Rockford (South Park)
Winnetka

INDIANA
South Bend

IOWA
Albert City
5 Centerville--Marie Forsen, 1006 S, Main, Cemberville
Dayton
Essex
Fort Dodge '
6 Lanyon--Paul Burgh, Ianyon
Mason City
7 Odebolt—--Barbara Hanson, Odebolt
2 Pilot Mound--Mrs. Carlos Peterson, Pilot Mound
# Pomeroy
8 Red Oak--IeRoy Johnson, Emerson, Iowa
Shenandoah
Sioux City
Sioux City (Riverside)
9 Stanton~--Emil E, Iarson, Stanton
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TABLE XIII

LTST OF CHURCHES TO WHICH QUESTIONNAIRES WERE SENT AND

FROM WHICH REPLIES WERE RECEIVED, MARCH 1951, continued

Reference Name of Church and Name of Person Replying
Number
KANSAS
Ll McPherson--Jane Aurell, Route 3, McPherson
37 Osage City--Emily Johnson, 323 Market, Osage City
10 Topeka-~Paul Anderson, 510 Wilson, Topeka
MASSACHUSETTS
L5 Attleboro--Charles F, Darelius, 293 Mt. Hope Ste, Attleboro
#* Beverly
11 Boston (Forest Hills)--Howard A. Nelson, 11 Linnet St.,
W. Roxbury 32
Brockton
Cambridge
Fiteharg
Towell
28 Lynn--lirs. Ce Ermest Jacobson, 31 Rock Ave., Lynn
North Easton
Waltham
38 Worcester (Salem Square)—A. Raymond Larson, 32 Edward St.
MICHIGAN
Cadillac (Hobart-County Iine)
% Cadillac (First)
%# Cheboygan
Foster City
Gladstone
Grand Rapids
Yorkville (Hickory Corners)
29 Iromwood--A. Anderson, 139 W. Ridge Ste., Ironwood
30 Ishpeming--Ethel Johnsen, Ishpeming
12 Lansing (Bretton Woods)--Warren Lindstrom, 1700 Beal Ave,
Muskegon
Negaunee
13 Richland—lrs, B, K. Callighan, R. 2, Box 340, Kalamazoo 82
Stanbaugh
1 Stephenson~-Oscar Larson, Route 1, Stephenson

3

Whitehall
Whitehall (Fruitland)

MINNESOTA

Cook
Crookston
Dassel

Dawson

Duluth (First)
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TABIE XIII
IIST OF CHURCHES TO WHICH QUESTIONNAIRES WERE SENT AND

FROM WHICH REPLIES WERE RECEIVED, MARCH 1951, continued

Reference
Number

Name of Church and Name of Person Replying

31
32

33

W6

Ietter

L7

39

16

Duluth (Salem)

Harris

Mankato-—Ruth Gustafson, 316 Ball Ste., Mankato
Minneapolis (Bethlehem)-~Milton C. R. Carlson, 3301-L48th
Minneapolis (Elim) Ave, So., Minneapolis 6
Minneapolis (Edinz )

Minneapolis (Salem)

New London--Mrs. Duare McSouth, Box 217, New London
Pennock

Red Wing

Rush City

Ste Paul (Elim)

8t, Paul (First)

Ste Paul (Maplewood)

Ste Paul (Phalen Park)

Triuvmph

Upsala

Warren

Theaton ‘ ,

Willmar--Iillie Harrison, 604-2nd Ste. E., Willmar
Worthington

MONTANA
Billings--Rev, Worth Pearson, 511-9th St. W., Billings
Helena

NEBRASKA

Bristow--Edwin Anderson, Bristow
Ceresco

Moses Hill, Loomis

Oakland (First)

Omha (Bensonvale )--lrs. George Chadwell, 4825N. 63rd, Omaha

Omaha (First)
Pender
Wausa

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Manchester

NEW YORK
Brooklyn (Covenant Congregational)

Buffalo .
Jamestown (First)--Elizabeth Danielson, 520 Spring St.
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TABIE XIII
LIST OF CHURCHES TO WHICH QUESTIONNAIRES WERE SENT AID

FROM WHICH REPLIES WERE RECEIVED, MARCH 1951, continued

Reference
Number

Neame of Church and Name of Person Replying

L2

17

L2

18

L3
19

Bethany (Corona)
New York (Bethlehem) '
New York (Sw. Immanuel)--Anna Svendsen, 11 W. 1th St.

OHIO

Ashtabula

Cleveland :

Marion--Mrs. Walter Anderson, Box 456, Marion
Youngstowm

OREGON
Hillsview, Gresham
Portland

PENNSYLVANTA
Erie—Arthur E. Bloomwell, R. Do 8, Grubb Rd., Erie
Kane

RHCDE ISIAND
Cranston
Providence

SOUTH DAKOTA ;

Centerville—-Mrse Harold Nelson, Centerville
Salen '

Sioux Falls

Spring lake

Stockholm--Mrse Alvin Schultz, Stockholm

VIRGINIA
Jonesville (Arnold Johnson)
# Jonesville (Naomi Sundberg)

WASHINGTON
Aberdeen
Everett
Mt. Vernon
Seattle (Interbay)--Carl B. Hagstrom, L2273 Stoneway
Seattle (First) '
Selah—Harry Johnson, 3008 Summitview, Yakima
Spokane
Tacoma
#* Wiley Heights




TABIE XTII
LIST OF CHURCHES TO WHICH QUESTIONNAIRES WERE SENT AND

FROM WHICH REPLIES WERE RECEIVED, MARCH 1951, continued

Reference Name of Church and Name of Person Replying
Number

WISCONSIN
Ashland
Conover
East Cloverlard
Marinette
Merrill
Letter Milwaukee--Paul E, Hanson, 2878 N. 77th, Milwaukee 10

Prairie lake, Chetek

3 Superior--Ruth Person, 2635 Harmond, Superior

20 Tomahawk--rs. Wme Buchanan, Route 1, Tomahawk

WYOMING
Cheyenne

Laramie

TOTAIS: :
Questionnaires Sent -~ 176 .
Questionnaires Returred - L7
Other replies received = L

#Heplies received after March 2, 1951 ang therefore not included
in the tabulations.



RECEIVED FROM THE HEETURNED QUESTIONNAIRES,

TABIE XIV

SUMJARY OF GENERAL INFORMATION

MARCH 19511

us

l. Nunber of teachers making the evaluation.

Schools not reporting number of teachers.
reporting one teacher « o o o o+ o«
reporting two teachers. « « « + &

Schools
Schools
Schools
Schools
Schools
Schools

reporting three teachers. .
reporting four teachers . .
reporting five teachers . .
reporting six teachers. . .

. o

* & 5 &

. [ ] . L]

¢ & 2 & s & o @

2o Number of pupils reported enrolled in these
Junior department « ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o ¢ 0o s o o o
not reporting emrolment « ¢« « ¢ ¢ o o o o

Schools
Schools
Schools
Schools
Schools
Schools
Schools

3¢ DNumber of quarters materials have been

reporting from 2 to 9 pupils emrolled . .
reporting from 10 to 19 pupils
reporting from 20 to 29 pupils
reporting from 30 to 39 pupils
reporting from O to L9 pupils
reporting from 50 to 80 pupils

Schools reporting six quarters of use .
Schools reporting five quarters of use.
Schools reporting four quarters of use.
reporting three quarters of use
Schools reporting two quarters of use .
reportirg one quarter of use., .

Schools

Schools
Schools

not reporting number of guarters o

enrolled
enrolled
enrolled
enrolled
enrolled

L] * . [} [ * L ] L]
* e o 0 * o+ o @
® & o & * 4 e o
4. 0 & @ * o o o

schools

* & o o o
o ® ¢ 0 ¢

in use:

-

.

®
L}
L)
L

b

-

e O & o 4

*e ® 9 o ¢ o
* ¢ o ¢ 9 ¢ o
® 8 & o 4 » o

use

* * [ ] L * * ® *

Q.O..9h

®

*

3
18

l—’w\a)\ﬂ.Ei

in the

s & o & & o o

® °* o &+ ¢ 5 @

® e @ & & o

* & » & & o @

oo BESW

* . . . L ) * L]

*® ¢ & 0 & o o
*® o o ¢ o o @

.905

n

N OFENONO

o 6 e o o o o

1 Questionnaires, March 1951, introductory questions; Cf.1p2

112
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TABIE XIV

SUMMARY OF GENERAL INFORMATION, continued

o Preference and Reasons:

Question~| Quarters Quarters
naire Liked Best Liked Ieast Reasons Stated
Reference| 1 2[ 3|L|5]6|| 1] 2[3|L|5
Mumbexr
2 b4 e have entered into it more."
3 x| |[x x "Most personally applicable. .M
5 x| x|x|x :
6 x{x || xx ", . we are better acquainted . .M
T b4
8 X Subject. . "

13 X It had the Christmas story. "

i1 x #, ., memory verse references."

16 x x| | | "Difficulty caused by element of
time. o too little action to be
extended over period of time."

18 X e are getting better acquainted.”

22 x

25 x x! ", , class responded. . did not
respond.?

28 x uStories more interesting.™

29 X % ‘ .

31 x|x|x| |x|x x "Applications easier' in biographiest

38 x "We have visual aid that pertains
to this quarter."

43 x ~

L6 x|x

Letter X| X t improved breakdown of lessons
and better subject matter.n

TOTAILS slelhi2i7i1y HuoLyl
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GTT-8TIT *dd ‘equy *Jp f0GT ‘64T *dd ‘IIAX DUB IAY SS[qeL 3SOJ *J0 STGET UOTEN SoJreUNO ANy T

i X X v X|°T
oT x| x| |x x| K| K v X X | [x{|*3
2T X x| x X ¥ [x rallvd % X b x jof
0 | x| [xx X X x| Xk Xk v X XX X | gk |jxPT m%
a¢ X ¥ [x [x X X| ExxRxxxxxxrixX KEx| kxxxxxk! x| Kix °q 2
2 e e e LR R L B g g  r L g A A S S e S S i S S A A R S R 3 ot
6 CEEREE PR OFEER PR R Elre kx| ik kx| |[x|I o
ge | X| pRixRkE |x X Xyl Kixm| Rrekgr| x| [x X| xix| x| x| xix[xlx|e B
¢ Xixixlxx) xx| |x XX pxxkixixix XXX EREEERK| EiREXK] |*p =3
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H~-take home each Sunday

.
b

Me-most

I-interested; D-Disinterested;
L-leave around carelessly

Y-yes, informed

ey

.
b4

F-few; N-none, no, not informed

A-all; H

.
b

; B=keep in nobtebook
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TABLE XVI

PRTIONS OF THE BIBIE SCHOOL -IFADER WHICH TEACHERS OF JUNIORS RFA%

l. Portions Pertaining to work with Juniors:

Item Number  Number not
’ Checked Checked
a. All Scripture Suggested for teachers 35 12
b. Introduction to the lesson material L3 ly
c. "Between-Sunday activities" suggestions 26 21
d. Specific procedure suggestions L1 6
e. The Junior column 31 16

- 2+ Portions other than that pertaining specifically to work with
Juniors which teachers read:

ers: Total
3707 |RepTies

O

Ttem guesti aire Reference
o] d1d11020 41 9112325262712829

hNLO*

Specific items:
Highlights X |x X X b 4
Sunday School
Departments 11X X : b4
Tips to Program
Builders X | X X X x
Editorials X
Meditations X X
Features X
Young People X
Other comments:
Most all or all X x1 x| | x| x| x
Sporadically x
Other Portions ® | ¥xl X

i

U

FHROY HFEFRFoHREUVL W

1 Questionnaires, March 1951, Reaction of Teachers, question 1
Cf. Ante, p. 112
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TABIE XVII

PROCEDURES WHICH TEACHERS USE:L

l. Suggested Procedures Used:
Number  Number not

Ttem Checked Checked

a. Unifying activities suggested ' 17 30
be Planning with the children 8 39
¢. Conversation as a teaching method 35 12
de Planning procedure so that each step prepares

for the next . 37 10
e. Planning so that prayer time is a natural

climax 28 19
f. Planning in tems of a specific aim 39 8
g« Adjusting the selection and amount of

reading to pupil's ability L2 5
h. Allowing time to pass out Crossroads 32 15
i. Using the pictures suggested 20 27
je Using other visual aids suggested 12 35
k. Using the extra stories and books suggested 10 37
1. Other activities suggested L 33

2. Description of activities used by teachers:

Questionnaire Activities Described
Reference Number
3 The pictures in quarterlies used as illustrative
material
11 Scrapbooks and quilt squares for missions
12 Suggestions for memory work
18 Informal conversation between Sundays
27 Records, flannelgraph, filmstrip
31 Flannelgraph
35 Scrapbooks for sick children; individual reports
37 . Notebooks
38 Memory work projects

1 Questionnaires, March 1951, Reactions of Teachers, question 2
Cf. Ante, pp. 112, 113
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TABIE XVIII

ANAIYSIS OF REASONS TEACHERS DO NOT TRY SOME SUGGESTED PROCEDURESY

Question- ' Number of
naire Reasons Stated Responses
Number

Iack of T ime L] L] - * . L] L ] * * * . L] * * L] L d L * L] . L ] m

2 THaven't had time" for preparation; and "haven't
utilized much of the possibilities suggested.!

L "Use as many as time permits."

5 "Would not get to our lesson if I let them (the pupils)
discuss. . no time for extra stories and books."

11 "Time doesn't permit.!

12 "limited time is greatest single factor™

16 "lack of time. ,

19 "No time."

20 "There isn't time enough."

22 tLack of time in class

25 "Time consuming ."

35 "Time is too short."

37 "Our class periods are too short (half hour); we barely
get through the lesson so we seldom get to talk over
Crossroads.”

Lo Wlack of time."

L1 "Our time is limited to twenty or twenty-five minutes
which makes it difficult to use much material."

Iack of space, equipment, and proper local o _ganlzatlon 16
3 ihole school is closed with prayer” so there is no
natural climax of prayer in class; visual aids not used
because "classes are held in pews. . no bulletin board."
h Circumstances reponsible for not using more.
5 "Haven't obtained any of the pictures; clos:.ng exercises
: upstairs," so prayer is not a natural climax in class.
6 Don't use blackboards because "classes meet in auditorium."

12 Prayer not a climax in class because of "distracting movement
near the close of lesson period. . facilities limit our use
of visual aids.®

15 "No blackboard for Sunday school rooms; too inconvenient
ordering helps from the Covenant."

16 flack of space.'

18 *Lack a good map."

19 "Lack of room and equipment .

21 "Inadequate facilities and equipment. . limited space. .
crowded conditions, no tables, and in some cases several
classes in auditorium. . average teacher is not well trained."

26 "Some things not available, . some not practical for a

school of our size.!

1 Questionnaire March 1951, Reactions of Teachers, question 2
Cf. Ante, pp. 112, 113
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TABIE XVITI
ANALYSIS OF REASONS TEACHERS DO NOT TRY SCME SUGGESTED PROCEDURES, con.

Question- Number of
naire Reasons Stated Responses
Number R

28 "Eight classes meet in one room without partitions,

and same without tables, and other proper equip-
ment, making it difficult to attempt to carry out
many of the fire suggestions made."

30 "We have not used pictures, blackboards or visual aids
as we do not have facilities. « we meet in the church
sanctuary."

35 "Items not available,"

39 "No space or materigl.t

L6 "Limited physical facilities,"

) OtherreasonS.................o..o 7

11 Moo advanced for Junior department .

25 "Home conditions of pupils « . some pupils do not
read well,!

L2 "Home study is unsatisfactory because they often forget
textbooks at home."

L3 "Have used actual Bible study to better advantage."

Regarding "between-Sunday" activities:

12 "Between~-Sunday activities are hindered by the distance
between cur home and the church, as well as the fact that
both of us are extremely limited in spare time during the
week. o we certainly are aware of the need of all these
things, however . !

23 "Extra activities during the week for classes are difficult
because teachers have too many other duties and services to
attend during the week. o also it is hard to gather classes
during the week." v

3L ®, ., difficult to gabther. . distances make it hard. ."
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RESPONSES OF TEACHERS REGARDING BETWEEN-SUNDAY ACTIVITIES FOR JUNIORSL

1.

Responses regarding helpfulness of the suggestions in the teacher's

helps regarding ""between-Sunday activities':

Number of schools not indicating a response « ¢ o« « « o o o o
Number of schools checking "yes", i.e., that the suggestions

«32

Wel'e I]B]-pﬁll L e e . . L L d * .. * . . * * . L . - L ® * o * * @ * 2

Number of schools checking "no%, i.e., that the suggestions

Werenothelpful............-..........

«13

20

Number of schools indicating the type of activities provided
forJuniorsduringtheWeek..... ¢ 6 o o & ¢ o o e o ¢ o

Question~- Kind of Activity Indicated
naire
Number

2 Junior League, devotional periods, crafts

<AL

3 At Clristmas time two Junior classes brought Christmas
to a worthy Negro family. We felt that this was a lesson
in race relations, and we know that it left its impression

upon the girls."

5 Christmas party.

11 Made scrap books for missions

16 Junior church, choir, and occasional outings

19 Junior league every other Monday evening; parties

28 Weekly Junior Ieague meets simultaneously with Hi-league
29 Junior Choir weekly rehearsals

33 "We meet every Wednesday night during the week. We

have Bible quiz sometimes. We have our own programs every
third meeting, then we have projects. We have made scrap
books, built bird houses, made a small church, and had

parties on Valentine, Thanksgiving, and Christmas."

35 "A social party at the teacher's home"
36 "Social gathering once a month"

37 "We have a very active Junior Club that meets every other
: Saturday afternoon., These sessions are divided into
three parts--devotional, missionary projects, and social
38 Every Friday evening--tactivities consist of a craft

13

: Ezogram and visual education on Bible characters.
agues

1 Questionnaire March 1951, Reactions of Teachers, question 3

Cf. Ante, p. 113
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TABIE XX

ANATYSIS OF TEACHERS' SUGGESTIONS REGARDING PORTIONS OF TEACHERS'! HELPS

THEY DESTRE CHANGED, RETAINED, OR SUPPIEMENTED

1

l. Changes desired:

a., Number schools commenting that no change is necessary . « « ol1

Ruestion- Comments

naire

Number

3"' ?,”9, "None"

28, 39 '

16 "Satisfactory as is., . don't have time to use the
suggestions already there.®

18 "Suggestive and helpful®

22, 23 “Satisfactory"

33 "Helps are 211 right. . T think the choice of lessons
are so hard my youngsters just loose interest half
through the lessons because there seem to be so many
hard names and places to remember."

hl "leader is very good."

be Number schools suggesting Changes « o o « o o o o o o ¢ s o o 0

Qiiestion~ ’ Comments

naire

er
12 "Greater opportunity for pupil activity and participa-

15
31

L0
42
L7

tion in class; material in Crossroads should be corre~
lated with the lesson taught.h

"Iessons too spread out; four lessons on cne character
could be two."

"Need help on an application to child's life. o I

would like to teach a course where the lessons would
begin with Creation and follow through the Old Testa-
ment as mich as possible. . I would also like to have
them use their Bibles more at home in filling in

blanks. « The Crossroads are fine, but. . they need more."
#Teachers find the helps in the leader quite inadequate."
"Too short, but good."

1Too adult for class to be taught.®

ce Number schools making no comments regarding changes desired . 31

1 Questiommaire March 1951, Reactions of Teachers, questions 3, k4, 5
Cf. Ante, p. 113
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TABLE XX
ANALYSIS CF TEACHERS' SUGGESTIONS REGARDING PORTIONS OF TEACHERS' HELPS

THEY DESIRE CHANGED, RETAINED, OR SUPPIEMENTED, Continued

2« Parts desired retained:

a. Number of schools indicating that they desire all or specific

pafbs re'bainEdo [ L d ° L L ] * * * * o *’ * * L * ¢ * ® © [ * @ 23
be Number of schools making no commentS. « « « o o o o o o o o o 2l
ce Analysis of items teachers desire retained:

Ttems Questionnaire Numbers: Total
- 3|56 919*1%1;;‘!1 819235262 7p83113L35RIL L AL LT

3% ¥

A1 parts « « o XXX x | XXX x| X H X e 12
Specific Pro-
cedurCe o« o o o o
Teacher?s Aim «
Thoughts for the
teaCher o o o o @
ApprOGCho o o o X
Reading the
Bible L ] * L ] L ] * .. X X
Conversing ahout .
the lesson. « « X X
Memory work « « X
Reference to
Bible helps o o o X
Backgraind
materials « « o o b's
TI1llustrations and
how to use them . x| X
Methods « ¢ ¢ o &« bic
Outline of lesson ‘
pla-no s o ¢ o o o X
Audio~visuale « X
Introdiction to
lesson material
for t}E nonth + X o

MM MH
]
GCEEAG G VI

[ Tl )

]

HE D

-

31T think the teacher's helps are very excellent and I have derived
mich benefit from the suggestions especially approaching the class."(6)
9T think they are fine." (1lL) :
e agree that the lessons have been very well plamed, and that mich
thought has gone into the preparation of the mterial. We especially
wish to mention Crossroads, the final page of which is so interesting
to the pupils, and an excellent tie-in with the lesson. We agreed that
much more was suggested than we have time to use, but we would rather
have too much than too little."
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TABLE XX
ANATYSIS OF TEACHERS' SUGGESTIONS REGARDING PORTIONS OF TEACHERS' HELPS
THEY DESIRE CHANGED, RETAINED, OR SUPPLEMENTED, continued

3. Additional heélps needed:

Request Questiomaire Number: Total

3| 9413120 3150 81,9212 32526291311333L353 i Al Julih sl 7
More questions .
in pupil's book
and to direct
to the pupil. « 4 |X |Xx |X [xxx |X X| X X X
More illustrations :
stories, etc. . Jx| | X% X X | X XX
More specific out-
line of story . . X
Aims for pupil. b'e
Anything addi-
tionale o« o o ¢ o
More Scripture
helPS o ¢ o o » o x |x X
Word definitions
for pupilse « «
Longer Scripture.
More background.
Helps on planning
teachers! meetings X
More visual aids. X X
More help on les—
son material, «
More simple Bible
" helps teacher can
get without re-
5€3rche o o o + o X
Help in creating
interest in home
Worko s o o o o o ; X
More Bible verses
for pupils to
100k u *« o o o o
What other teachers
are doing + « « o X
Bibliography for
pupils. ¢ o o o @
List of free
materials « o« o o X
List of filmstripf, ‘
—etCee o s o o o X

X
MM
M
o
M
MH WHRE W Re o D

"
]

M
L L T
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TABIE XX
ANALYSTS F TEACHERS' SUGGESTIONS REGARDING PORTIONS OF TEACHERS' HELPS
THEY DESIRE CHANGED, RETAINED, OR SUPPIEMENTED, continued

Request 511121 3}59_819212325262951533}435@ 1105281 3 ;5{u7 Total

Colored Pictures|
in pupil's book |. X 1
Iengthen Yconverst ‘
ing about the
story"e o o o« &
More simple maps
More puzzles, et
for pupilse « o
Pupil books are
too solid print
Lists of sources
of materials. .+ |o X

M4

o 3 o o

L]
Fa N
el R S ]
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TABLE XXTI

SUMMARY (F REACTIONS COF PUPIIS

1

159

le General Reaction to Materials:

Question 1e o o o o o o 0o o 6 o ¢ ¢ o o o

Number schools checking "Interested". . .

#Number schools checking "disinterested" .
Number schools checking both "interested"
ard tdisinterested® e 6 o o o & & s o & o
Number schools not checking « o « o o o o

2. What pupils do with their Materials:

Carry Bibles to and from church . .

Some carry Bibles to and from church.

Bibles are kept in church « « o « »
Schools not reporting on this item.

Keep quarterlies in churche o « o »
Take quarterlies home each Sunday .
Use both procedures in the school .

Take Crossroads home each Sunday. .
Ieave Crossroads around carelessly.
Schools not reporting on this item.
Keep Crossroads in notebooks. « « »

3. Evaluation of tle extent to which general

reached:
Question
All Most
3. ae L 30
b. 2 11
Ce )..l. 18
d. 11 22
(S)Y l 8
£ 1 i)
Ee S 23
he. 2 11
i L 13
Total 3L 150

.

*

* o @

¢ & e o

*

[ ]
*
*
L 4

* o & o
L] L] . L4

. & o

Few
~10
23
16
13
26
17
13
22
16
156

3

HE o p

. * * L]

L L] L] L

L N

o & & 9

Schools Checking:

* [ ] L] .

5
®

0

vt v oNg

¢ d e
12 25 137
30 20 6

5 1 L

5 2 L

Number Schools

e & & o

.

® 9 ® 0

ol HoNo XS No R N EX Ne

Reporting

1
1
2

16
2
[

i

Ero

objectives have been

Schools not

Reporting

UL
wFommeq:w

#Included both "interested? and "disinterested!

1 Questionnaire March 1951, Reactions of Pupils, questions 1, 2, 3;

Cfo Ante, p. 11}
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TABIE XXIT

ANALYSTS COF THE REASONS FOR PUPIL INTEREST OR DISINTERESTl

le Reasons for interest or disinterest in reading the Bible in class:

Question- Disinmterest Comments
naire or Interest
Number

a. Number of schools indicating as a reason, the reading
ability and understanding of the pupils. « o ¢ o o o o o o o 1k

5 D tlack of ability to read"

8 D "Boys don't understand"

15 D "Difficult words not defined®

%5 D "Poor readers'

35 D #"Vocabulary is difficult!

Lo D "Don't understand Bible language"

16 D-I !mot good readers. . good readers interested!
11, 1, 34 I "1ike to read" |
33 I "Interested if not too hard"

39 I “Iike to read. . poor readers encouraged"
43 I "Good readers!

Ll I tIove to readt

be Number of schools indicating as a reason, the desire to
parbicipa’be..-..................o..'.3

3 I "Chance to participate"
19 I A1l want to participate"
20 I ®*They like to be doing something, not just
listening"

c. DNumber of schools indicating as a reason, the attitude of

pa.ren'bs........o......'.........o.3

25 D "parents not concerned®

11 I "They have been taught to love and reverence
the Bible '

L1 I #Because of home background"

1 Questiomnaire, March 1951, Reactions of pupils, question 1;
Cfe Ante, pe 114
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TABLE XXTI
ANALYSIS OF THE REASONS FOR PUPIL INTEREST (R DIS INTEREST, continued

Question- Disinterest ‘ Comment
naire or Interest
Number

de Number of schools indicating as a reason, the pupil's quarterly..2

2 I tlessons well written. . stimulaté to know
the rest of the story"
12 I "Perhaps curiosity"

2. Reasons for interest or.dis:i_n’c.erest in reé.ding the pupil's quarterly:

a. Number of schools indicating as a reason, the reading ab:.l:.ty,
understanding, and 1nterest of the Pupil o ¢ ¢ « ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o 1

22 D . "Story not complete. o enjoy Bible reading
- or story told by teacher."

25 D "Poor readers"

33 D “"Don't understand.®

35 D "Stories primarily about men and not related
’ to experiences of girls"

16 D-I UGood readers are interested, others not"
1 I "Written for them to understand"

3 I "Written in their language"

5 I "Clear language"
8 I Wery cleart

12 I "The story in their language!

3k I "Iike to read"

Lo I #, . written in their language"

I I "Written so a child can understand"

L5 I "Stories are interesting!

L7 I "yritten in a child's language"

b, MNumber of schools indicating as a reason, the attitude of
parents..............-............2

25 D "Parents not concerned"
L1 I "Home background"

3., Reasons for interest or disinterest in daily Bible reading:

a. Number of schools indicating as a reason, the attitude
Ofparen‘bS...................-.....12

2 D u, . homes have little interest"
3 D "No encouragement from parents"
8 D "Due to parentst
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TABIE XXII

ANALYSTS F THE REASONS FOR PUPIL INTEREST OR DISINTEREST, continued

Lo

Ruestion~ Disinterest Comment

naire or Interest

Number

22 D "Disinterested parents"

26 D "No encouragement from home!

35 D #, ., parents do not help®

38 D Mo o paren'bSo oM

Ll D #Non~-Christian homes"

L6 D "Absence of support at home!

16 D-I "largely dependent upon home background"
23 D-I "Depends on encouragement from home'
L3 D-I ", . parents. ."

be Number of schools indicating as a‘reason, the teacher or
thematerials.........000-00000-000006

2 D Teacher takes the blame

5 D "Too hard to readh
12 D "Haven't seen the real need for it!
15 D #Not enough for home reading®
35 D Too difficult reading
37 D tSunday school paper gets mlsplaced"

Reasons for interest or disinterest in memory work:

a. Number of schools indicating as a reason, the teacher or
'bhema'teria].Soooooooooooco0000000000013

2 D "Their teacher hasn't made it challenging"
3 D "Haven't emphasized it enough!
5 D 1ould need to spend a whole period on it"
9 D "Too much like work"
15 D %Uninteresting presentation in pupil book"
16 D "No time"
28 D 1Tittle time to present it properly"
L3 D "Contests appeal more"
L7 D "Too little comection between lesson text
and memory verse'
L T tCandlelighting is used with it"
6 I Small awards are given®
11 I "Seal awards are given®
37 I "Work on them in class
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TABIE XXII

ANAIYSTIS COF THE REASONS FOR PUPIL INTEREST OR DISINTEREST, continued

Question—- Disinterest Comments
naire or Interest
Mumber

b, Number of schoois indicating as a reason, the attitude
Ofparents.......OOOOOCO00.0..00..0h

10 D "Non Christian homes"
25 D "Parents not concerned®
L1 I WHome background!

L2 I

", . parents"




ANATYSIS OF COMMENTS MADE REGARDING CROSSROADS

16L
TABIE XXITT
1

l. Favorable comments regarding Crossroads:

Question- Comments
naire
Number
2 "whatever I have seen has been all in favor. ."
3 "Much interested and always begin reading immediately."
i1 "They like to read them."
15 "Very good paper."
18 "Iike puzzles"
2L, 28 "Iike them very mch"
29 WPupils enjoy reading Crossroads. . they look forward to
each copy."
33 #like it very much®
35 “The material is varied and undersbandable to children.
It is presented in a way that is familiar to children
because of school papers.!
L2 "My pupils enjoy every part of Crossroads.!

2o Unfavorable comments regarding Crossroads:

16
21
39

3. Comments

11

31

3k
37

L2

"Stories not colorful enough, particularly for the
boys. o think they are 'sissy'. . often too childish,®
Much interest lost without teacher supervision. .
incentive of lesson preparation lacking."

"Time to finish or finding time to do them at all seems
to be the factor."

suggesting how Crossroads are used:
"Notebooks. Paste in scrap book and answer questions

for following Sunday. Keep a notebook of all their
Crossroads."

"We collect Crossroads the following Sunday and I correct

the back page and bind them into a booklet for the
children.!

"Sore have bound them to be given away to a family who
doesn't attend Sunday School.®

"In the girls! class we now have a project to pass on the
#*Crossroads to an unchurched friend as soon as pupil

finishes it."

"They do the work in them in class following the study."

1 Questionnaires, March 1951, Reactions of Pupils, Question 1, e;
Cf. Ante, p. 11}
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TABIE XXIV
ANALYSTS OF TEACHERS' COMMENTS REGARDING WAYS IN WHICH MATERIAIS

PROVIDED GOUID EE OF HELP IN WORKING TOWARD OBJECTIVESL

Question-
nalre Comments
Number
1. Comments of commendation:
3 "The materials are a great help; it is now up to us to
reach these objectives.!
5 "We like pupils'! books in the way interest is aroused in

reading the entire story.t

2. Comments indicating local problems which need solving:

12 "There seems to be some provision for the accomplishing
of all these objectives in the curriculum. However, the
shortness of the class sessions makes it very difficult
to effectively accomplish all of these. We are hoping
that before long our Sunday school sessions will be
lengthened to enable us to do more tharough and effective
teaching !

16 "Our chief difficulty lies in the fact that we do not
have the time to do all this."

3, Comments indicating desire for workbook materials: ~

19 "Pupils want questions to fill in in the quarterly.!

37 "We feel as though our Juniors need a workbook of some
kind. They like to read directly fram the Bible mch
more than from the quarterly. We are almost sure that
the children would prepare their lessons if they were
responsible for a page or two in a workbook every Sunday.
Ome of the classes attempted to work out a plan like this
by keeping the Crossroads in a notebook but the papers
were too easily mislaid or lost. If the same things that
are on the work page of Crossroads were put into workbook
form we are certain the children would be more interested."

7 "I wish the pupils! books would have questions in them
to write out during the week., I think it makes it more
interesting for the pupils to prepare their lessons."

L5 "Pupils would read the Bible with more interest if there
were homework questions and blanks to fill out. "
L7 (1) Textbook to have at home which would also include

a written out memory verse specifically dealing with that
lesson; (2) the current date as well as lesson number

in the pupil's book so that if a child is absent he
knows what the lesson is next; (3) a more detailed study

1 Questiommaires, March 1951, Reactions of Pupils, question 3;
Cf. Ante, p. 115 .
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TABLE XXIV
ANALYSTIS OF TEACHERS' COMMENTS REGARDING WAYS IN WHICH MATERIAIS
PROVIDED COULD BE OF HELP IN WORKING TOWARD OBJECTIVES, continued

--we're expected to crowd too much into one or two
sessions. For example, each incident about Elisha would
have made a wonderful lesson in itself; (L) if Cross-
roagds dealt with the lesson for the following Sunday

the child would be somewhat prepared.m.

L. Other comments indicating desired changes in materials:
18 "How to deal with children in the Junior ages."
43 "Put up in more interesting form for the pupil.”
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TABIE XXV

ANALYSIS OF TEACHERS' RESPONSES REGARDING REACTIONS OF PARENTS

TO THE JUNIOR CURRICULUM MATERIAISl

l. Number of schools informing parents:

Number of schools indicating that parents are informed

about the purpose and comtent of the curriculum o « « o » o « 15
Number of schools indicating that parents are not informed
about the purpose and content of the curriculum « « « o o » o 18
Number of schools indicating that some parents are informed . 1
Number of schools not reporting on this iteme « o ¢ o o ¢ o o 13

2. Comments about how parents are informed:

16
18

2l
22

23

25
27
29

36
37

Question- Comments
naire
number
2 e do have a type of parent teacher meeting when we talk

things over but we do not reach all this way. There has

been no cutward response in specific action but a growing
interest on the part of some in the meetings.®

contacted through letters sent to homes

"By teachers telling parents and encouraging pupils to tell
them. Some parents have responded. If parents are Christian,
they are much in favor of our curriculum."

#Papents receive letters provided by the Covenant and sent

by the local schools"

"Speak to the parents. They are in favor of the materials.”
"By letters provided with material.® :
"By letter., Most parents unless having close affiliations
with the church seem very disinterested other than sending
their children to Sunday school."

tInformation sent with pupils at beginning of each quarter.
Parent teacher meetings; home contacts. Some say it's too-
hard; some say it's excellent; some have no comment."

#1Pypils are requested to let their parents see the quarterly
nmaterial, !

"Occasionally with a printed form letter signed by the teacher
but otherwise it's been the pupils' job to tell their parents."
"We have sent out letters to inform parents, Parents endorse .
any project or special activities that helps the child."

"They have received letters concerming the lessons and materials."
"By letter and home visitation. Some parents are concerned;

1 Questiomnaires, March 1951, Reactions of Paremts; Cf. Ange, p. 115
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TABILE XXV

ANALYSIS COF TEACHERS' RESPQNSES REGARDING REACTIONS OF PARENTS

TO THE JUNICR CURRICULUM MATERIAIS, continued

110

others careless. Almost all of them feel that there is not
enough preparation required for the pupil for a Sunday morn-
ing session. The Crossroads are either given away or lost
so seldom does a child do the daily Bible reading. When the
parent tells the child to study his lesson there is no way
to know if he has, They would all prefer a workbook instead
of the lesson quarterly.t

"By conversation with them personally. A few help with
lessons at home, most seem indifferent.%

"By letter or contact in the Sunday school, church or home.
Responded splendidly. Say the material is too general. It
is difficeult to follow unless the teacher types questions.
If lessons were dated, the parents could follow.!

3+ Other comments reported made by parents about the curriculum:

11

15

"Could question and answer section in quarterly be arranged?
Too many Bible heroes are studied in one year. As a result .
the pupils do not grasp too much of each one. Have fewer,
and more lessons on each onel"

"Poor memory verses and presentation."
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OBJECTIVES OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

PREPARED BY THE INTERNATTIOHAL COUNCIL GF RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONl

God

Jesus Christ

1.

2e

Christian education seeks to foster in growing
persons a consciousness of God as a reality in
human experience, and a sense of personal rela-
tionship to him.

Christian education seeks to develop in growing
persons such an understanding and appreciation of
the personality, life, and teachings of Jesus as
will lead to experience of him as Saviour and ILord,
loyalty to him and his cause, and will manifest
itself in daily life and conduct.

Christlike 3. Christian education seeks to foster in growing
Character persons a progressive and conbtinuous development

of Christlike character.

Christian L. Christian education seeks to develop in growing’
Social persons the ability and disposition to participate
Urder in and contribute constructively to the building

of a social order throughout the world, embodying
the ideal of the Fatherhood of God and the brother-
hood of man.

Churchmanship 5. Christian education seeks to develop in growing
persons the ability and disposition to participate
in the organized society of Christians--the Church.

Christian 6. Christian education seeks to develop in growing
Family persons an appreciation of the meaning and importance

of the Christian family, and the ability and disposi-
tion to participate in and contribute constructively
to the life of this primary social group.

Christian 7. Christian education seeks to lead growing persons
Life into a Christian interpretation of life and the uni-
Philosophy verse; the ability to see in it God's purpose and

plan; a life philosophy built on this interpretation.

Bible 8. Christian education seeks to effect in growing
and other persons the assimilation of the best religious ex-
materials perience of the race, preeminently that recorded in

the Bible, as effective guidance to present experience.

1 International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Guide, pe. 9
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OBJECTIVES OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

ADOPTED BY THE COVENANT BOARD OF YOUTH WORK, February 19511

GOD

JESUS CHRIST
HOLY SPIRIT
BIBIE

CHRISTLIKE
CHARACTER

CHRISTIAN
HOME

CHRISTTAN
CHURCH .

SOCIETY

L.

L.

5e

Te

To develop in every child, youth and adult, a con-
sciousness of God; to develop an active faith in
Him as a realify in human experience and to foster
a sense of personal relationship to Him,

To develop in every person a growing faith in Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, and to lead him to a personal
acceptance of Christ as Savior and Iorde

To develop in each person an awareness of the active
presence of the Holy Spirit, the third person of
the Trinity.

To develop in all persons a belief in the Bible as
the inspired Word of God and as the perfect guide to
Christian life and conduct.

To develop an increasing understanding of Christ's
life and teachings which will result in continuous
growth toward Christlike character.

To develop in all persons an understanding of the

importance of establ:shlng and maintaining a Christian

home, and to live in the home according to the ideals
and standards of Christ.

To guide individuals into an ever deepening commnion
with Christ and his followers through active partici-
pation in the Christian church.

To challenge all persons to share in a constructive
ministry to the spiritual, physical and intellectual
needs of people of every race, color and level in
society.

l Covenant Board of Youth Work Minutes, February 1951.
(Objectives adapted from the ones stated by the International CounC11
of Religious Education)
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