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I:NTRODUCTION 

A. The Subject 

1. The subject stated and explained 

It is the purpose of this study to evaJnate the new 1949-J:95ili 

church school curriculum materials for the Junior Department of the 

Evangelical Mi..s sion Covenant Church with the purpose of suggesting 

further revision which needs to be made in order that these ~rrieul~ 

materials should meet the specific needs of the local churches and be 

based upon objectives and principles which have been found to be sound 

in Christian education generally. 

2. The subject justified 

The writing and revising of church school curriculum materials 

has an historical background in the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church. 

From 1922 to 1937 the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church of America 

published a series of bi-lingual (Swedish and English) graded lessons 

planned and prepared cooperativelywith its sister denomination in 

Sweden. In 1937 these materials were completely revised and no longer 

plarmed in cooperation with the church in Sweden. Although a revision 

was made in the Junior Department materials in 1943, no thorough re-

vision has been made since 1937. By June, 1949, this first revision 

had run through three cycles, or twelve years.1 The denomination had 

reached a time ~en another revision of its church school curriculum 

1 Report of the Executive Secretary of the Youth Department to the 
Board of Publications, 1947 



materials was necessary.1 It became obvious to the Board of Youth 

Work of the denomination that they must either revise their present 

1943-1949 material or discontinue their church school publications. 2 

To continue without revision would result in decrease in sales and a 

·~. 

financial loss.J The Board of Youth Work was aware of the possibility 

of discontinuing the church school publications and endorsing some other 

material in its place. However, the conclusion reached was summarized 

by the Executive Secretary of the Youth Department in the follovring 

words. 

"After examining these curricula [those in use other than 
Covenant publications] as objectively as it is possible to do, we 
have as yet found no graded curriculum which we can recommend 
without reservation. Some of the series were theologically liberal; 
others were doctrinally decidedly Calvinistic; still others held 
rigidly to the Lutheran concept of baptismal regeneration. Some, 
otherwise acceptable, yTere yearly graded and too complicated for 
use in small schools.n4 

To discontinue publishing Sunday school materials without recom-

mending some other material would invite confusion and weaken rather 

·~',,. .. than strengthen the teaching ministry of the church. Therefore, the 

·~oard of Youth Work of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church voted 

in October, 1947, to prepare a new set of Sunday school curriculum 

materials.5 

1 Covenant Board of Youth Work Minutes, November 1945; February 1946; 
February 1947; October 1947. 

2 Report of the Executive Secretary, op. cit. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Covenant Board of Youth Work Minutes, October 1947. 
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The Junior Department curriculum was the departrre nt against 

which most of the criticism from local church workers had been directed 

and therefore a complete revision of that department was indicated.l 

The new material for Juniors in the Sur1day church school was written 

and has been in use since the fall of 1949. However, it is necessary 

to evaJnate this nevr material in order that revisions may be made w"hen 

the three JIBar cycle is repeated in the fall of 1952. 

3. The subject delimited 

It is recognized that in the broadest sense the term 11 cu:criculum" 

refers to all of life. But for practical purposes a narrower definition 

needs to be considered. In the church a curriculum of Christian educa-

tion includes 11all those activities and experiences which are initiated 

or utilized by the church for the achievement of the aiiP.s of Christian 

education.112 In achieving these aims the church makes large use of 

written curriculum :rra terials. The major concern of thi.s study is to 

evaJnate the new 1949-19.51 Sunday church school curriculum materials 

for the Junior departrrent. Ho1vever, in doing so, the definition of 

the curriculum of Christian education in the church which was just 

stated is the underlying con::ept, and the written materials are considered 

as guides for the local church program. An evaluation then investigates 

the situation where the materials are to be used and the extent to which 

they should guide, and then considers haN effectively they do accomplish 

that purpose. 

1 Report of the Executive Secretary to the Board of Publications, 1947 
2 Vieth, The Church and ChristiaD Education, p. 13.5 



B. The Sources for the Study 

In order to determine the basic factors in the situation w'.nich 

affect the requirements of a curriculu.111 for the Junior Depa.rtrent in 

the Evangelical Mission Covena.11.t Church schools a number of primary 

sources have been investigated. A study of the responses to a ques­

tionnaire sent to superintendents and one to teachers of ~Tuniors in 

local Sunday schools of the Mission Covenant Church in three districts 

has given some information regarding the local church school situations 

in the spring of 1949. Further primary sources investigated were the 

Yearbooks of the Mission Covena.'1t Church and 1949 Sunday school statis­

tics on file in the office of the Youth Department in Chicago. The 

Covenant Board of Youth Work Minutes, reports of the Executive Secretary 

of the Youth Department, and considerations of a recently appointed 

·curriculum commit tee within the Board of Youth Work have been stuclie d. 

Information regarding theological principles of the denonrination have 

been discovered in the Yearbook fur 1950 a.11.d in Covenant Memories, 1885-1935. 

The 1946-47 studies in Cl1ristian Education made by the Interna­

tional Council of Religious Education, the Curriculum Guide, also pre­

pared by the International Council, and other books and literature in 

the field of religious education vrhich treat directly or :indirectly 

the area of curriculum of religio1,1s education have been investigated 

in order to determine the objectives and principles of a curriculum 

for Juniors. 

Church school teachers' evaluations of the new Junior curriculum 
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materials have been detennined by a study of the responses to a ques­

tionnaire sent to teachers in all schools who have been using the new 

Covenant Junior curriculum materials. 

C • The Method of Procedure 

A study was made for the pU!p ose of discovering the basic factors 

in local church needs, in denominational principles, in Board of Youth 

work decisions, and in the generally accepted principles and objectives 

of curriculum for Juniors which should be considered in establishing 

a standard for evaluating the new curriculum materials for the Junior 

Department of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church. A coos pectus 

of t:OO new 1949-19.51 Junior curriculum materials has been prepared and 

the materials have been evaluated in the light of the basic factors 

discovered. An analysis of the church school teachers' evaluations 

of this new Junior curriculum material has been made to detennine -to 

what extent the ideas presented in print have been used and what further 

reVisions are needed. Finally, suggestions for revision of the present 

new Juniol;' curriculum materials have been made, based upon the needs 

and principles revealed by the study. 



CHAPTER I 

BASIC FACTOP.S IN THE SITUATION 

A • Introduction 

A church teacres through vrorship, fellovvship, and service as 

well as through the more formal periods of instruction such as the 

Sunday church school.1 Written curriculum materials constitute one of 

the tools by which a church provides and guides the activities and exper-

iences of individuals tovmrd certain goals. Therefore, an evaluation 

of the written curriculum materials prepared for any departrent of the 

local church requires an understanding of the situation where those 

materials are to be used. Tbe first step in an evaluation of the 

new 1949-1951 Junior curriculum materials for the Sunday church school 

of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church is the discovery of basic 

factors in four areas ·w·hich have a relation to the curriculum of 

Christian Education affecting Juniors in the church. These four areas 

are: (1) local church needs, (2) theological principles of the denom­

ination, (3) decisions of the Board of Youth Worl{ relative to a curriculum 

of Christian education, a11d (4) generally accepted objectives and 

principles of a curriculum for Juniors in the church. 

In order to determine local church needs, questionnaires2 were 

1 Paul H. Vieth, the Church and Christian Education, pp. 134, 135 
2 Cf. Post, Appendix A, p.lo8, 109 
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sent to church school sup3rintendents and teachers of Juniors in the 

spring of 1949. The analysis of these returns revealed tre reeds of 

local churches which a written curriculum must meet if it is to be a 

guide to these churches in their teaching ministry to Junior children. 

Upon the suggestion of the Executive Secretary of the Youth Department 

of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church these questionnaires were 

sent to three districts, nan~ly, the East, Central, and North Pacific.1 

Also, upon his suggestion, the first step was correspondence with the 

district, or, as they are called, conference superintendents. 2 Also, 

a post card3 was sent to those who did not reply by the date requested, 

i. e., June 15, 1949. The findings have been organized and recorded 

on Tables VI through XII in Appendix B.4 The returned questionnaires 

have been placed on file in the office of the Youth Departm:mt in 

Chicago. Although the major part of the analysis of local church 

needs is based upon the returned questionnaires, all other available 

relative data has also been investigated.5 

Basic factors in the area of theological principles of the 

denomination which curriculum materials should reveal have been inves-

tigated. Decisions relating to curriculum which have been made by 

1 Cf. Post, Appendix Ai, pp. 102 
2 Ibid., P• 103-1o6 
3 Ibid., P• 110 
4 Cf. Post, Appendix B, PP• 124-137 
5 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Tables I through V, PP• 118-123 
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the denominational board responsible for guidance of ·Christiro1 educa­

tion within the churches have been listed, since an evaluation of the 

writ ten Junior curriculum must consider to what extent the curriculum 

has followed such decisions. 

Finally, a study has been made to discover those principles 

and objectives of a curriculum for Juniors in the church which are 

recognized as essential by Christian educators generally. Such 

principles and objectives need to be considered in evaluating the 

written curriculum materials for the Sunday church school for Juniors. 

B. Needs of Local Church Schools 

1. Need for curriculum material which is adaptable to large or 

small schools 

The number of Juniors enrolled in Sunday morning church school 

classes in the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church is snail. Twenty­

four out of the s:ixty-fi ve church schools replyi_ng to t:te questionnaire 

to superintendents1 had less than fifteen Juniors enrolled, and thirty 

of the church schools had twenty or less. In other words, thirty­

seven per cent of these schools have less than fifteen Junior children 

enrolled in their Sunday morning classes and forty-six per cent of 

these churches have twenty or less Juniors enrolled. Statistics on 

file in the Youth Department office regarding departmental enrolment 

in 1949 indicate a similar fact regarding average enrolment of Juniors 

1 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table VII, P• 125 



in church schools of the Evangelical Mission Covenant churches.1 

A total of 6,252 Juniors were enrolled in separate Junior classes in 

355 of the total 520 church schools in America, or an average of 

eighteen Juniors in each church school. Although a large percentage 

of the local church schools have a small enroln:ent of Juniors, tl'ere 

are scme whose enroln:ent reaches forty and fifty. 2 In relation to 

these facts 'Which reveal a small church school enroln:ent it is also 

4 

well to observe that the total number of Sunday church schools and the 

total active enrolment in then are slightly larger than tm total 

number of churches and 1he total church membership.3 

2. Need for curriculum ne.terials to fit 1he time available 

A class pericxi of thirty to forty minutes is provided for in­

struction in the majority of Sunday church schools. In fact, fifty-

one, i.e., seventy-one per cent, of the schools replying to the 

questionnaire , allowed this amount of time. 4 The sane number aJ.lOW"ed 

a worship or assemb:cy period of fifteen to thirty mimltes. 

3. Need for guidance in providing fCIJ:' Juniors real exper:iences 

in worship as a church group 

Judging from the replies to these questionnaires to superinten-

1 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table V, p. 123 
2 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table VII, P• 125 
3 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table IV, P• 122 
4 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table VII, P• 125 



dents, little has been done in providing for Juniors real experiences 

in worship as a church group. Very few conduct a children's church 

which includes Juniors, and very few plan the adult service with these 

children in mind. 1 Furthermore, out of fifty-three churches who 

reported that Juniors attend the adult worship service, twenty-five 

qp.alified that statement by saying that t1 somen did, or na few", 

11very few11 , or only ttoccasionally.u2 

4. Need for materials which give guidance to efforts to secure 

home and church cooperation 

A :rrajority of the churches put forth some effort to secure co-

operation between home and church. Visitation and personal contact 

was mentioned most frequently as a means of securing home-church 

cooperation. Mean.s of contact ·which were used included: occasional 

gatherings of parents and church school teachers, letters to parents, 

bulletins, invitations, special notices and printed matter sent to 

the homes, open house, banquets, family nights at church, demonstration 

sessions for parents.3 There is, then, already an interest in this 

area of hoJIB and church cooperation. However, the reports from Rally 

Month 1950, in which home vi.si tat ion was one goal indicate that more 

guidance and effort are needed in this area. Very few reported that 

all honies of pupils through the Senior department vrere visited. L~ 

l Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table VII, P• 125 
2 Questionnaires to Superintendents, 1949 
3 Eoee' ,Cit. 
4 Cfo Post, Appendix B, Table I, p. 118 
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5. Need for curriculum materials which give guidance in activities 

for Juniors in the church, other than the Sunday morning class 

Clubs, choirs, and occasional activities were the most common 

activities pro-vided for Juniors in the church during the week. 

Forty-one, i.e., sixty-three per cerrl:., of the sixty-five church schools 

replying indicated that something was done to provide for Juniors during 

the week.1 Without guidance there may be the danger that these week 

day activities will fail to integrate with the total teaching ministry 

of the church. 

6. Need for increasing the efficiency of teachers 
J 

There was little indicatj_on of a regular continuous program for 

increasing teacher efficiency, as concluded from the statements made 

by superintendents on the questiol~aire. However, forty-one church 

schools, i. e., sixty-three per cent, put forth some effort in this 

regard. Special classes or institutes for a short time each year were 

most frequent.ly mentioned. Although f:i.fty church schools reported that 

they have regular teacher's meetings, only six of these indicated that 

their regular teacher's meetings were used to increase the efficiency 

of teachers. The 1950 Rally !YiOnth had as one of its goals a ten lesson 

teacher training course. One hundred thir·cy-five such classes were 

reported.2 There is, therefore, some interest in improving teacher 

efficiency, but more guidance and effort are needed. 

1 Cf o Post, Appendix B, Table V~IiP• 126 
2 Cf • Post, Appendix B, Table I, P• 118 
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7. Need for improvement in the curriculum materials L~ use 

prior to October 1949 

Curriculum materials published by the Covenant, Scripture Press, 

and Gospel Light were most widely used in the Junior department in 

the spring of l9L~9 in three hundred fifty-five church schools in the 

denomination. Only eighty-seven, i.e., twenty-five per cent of these 

schools used material produced by their ~rn denomination.l 

The questionnaire sent to teachers·of Juniors in 1949 indicated 

that these same three publications were most ·widely used.2 The teacher's 

evaluation of these materials indicated more negative responses to the 

Cov~nant 111.aterial than to Scripture Press or Gospel Light Press. Similar 

evaluations were discovered in a previous silldy by a committee within 

trn Board of Youth Work.3 

8. Need for curriculum materials which rreet the desires of teachers 

The co111ments which teachers made regarding what they liked or 

disliked about the curriculum materials they were using in 1949 and 

their comments regarding what help they l'inuld like to receive in the 

new church school worker's magazine revealed some of the needs and desires 

of teachers of Juniors in the Sunday church school. 

1 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table III, P• 121 
2 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table VIII, P• 127 
3 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table II, PP• 119, 120 
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The comments made by teachers on the questionnaire were 

numbered consecutively from one to three hundred six. These comments 

were then grouped according to the main idea which they expressed in 

order to discover the most common needs and desires of these church 

school teachers.1 

a. Child centered materials desired 

The greatest number of comments on any one subject indicated a 

desire on the part of teachers that curriculum materials should be 

understandable and interesting to the pupil and should relate to the 

pupil's life experiences. Seventy-five comments related to this 

subject. 2 In other words, teachers are thinking in terms of a child-

centered approach in teaching although they have not used those terms. 

b. Detailed help desired for teachers 

The next highest number of comments, namely, fifty-eight, on 

any one subject revealed the fact that teachers want specific, detailed 

and sufficient quantity of helps. 3 The specific type of aid requested 

in fourteen of these fifty-eight comments and also by fifteen comments 

under the item "Helps Desired in the New Magazine" were for visual 

aids, stories, and illustrations.4 

1 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Tables IX, X, XI, XII, PP• 128-137 
2 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Tables IX, 1; X, 1; XI, 1; XII, 1; PP• 128,131,133,136 
3 Cf • Post, Appendix B, Table X, PP• 131, 132 
4 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table X, 2, c, d, o, s, u; Table XII, 2, 3 

PP• 131, 132, 136 



c. Workbook type of materials desired for pupils 

A considerable number of cormnents, namely, twenty-five, 

indicated that teachers approved of pupil materials which included 

puzzles, filling in blaru{s_, questions to answer and workbooks.l 
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Only three expressed disapprova1.2 Closely related to the interest in 

workbook type of materials for pupils were the opinions regarding 

home study or systematic Bible reading by pupils.3 It was indicated 

that it was a problem to interest pupils in doing home Bible study. 

c. Theological Principles of the Denomination 

Christian education is carried on by the Church and, therefore, 

a written curriculum for any department of the church should be in 

harmony with the principles of theology and practice of the church. 4 

The basic principles of the Evangelical 1ussion Covenant Church are 

those of historic evangelical Christianity: 

11 0ur [Evangelical Mission Covenant Church] characteristic 
tenets were not invented by our forerunners. In asserting them 
.they made no claim to originality. In their essence they are as 
old as the historic Christian faith. • • • 

"Neither do we claim to have a monopoly on them. • •• u.5 

Historically, the Evangelical Mission Cove:r:ant Church of America 

1 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table XI 2, a-f, j, k, 1, pp. 133, 134 
2 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table XI 2, g, h, i, p. 134 
3 Cf. Post, Appendix B, Table XI, 3, p. 134 
4 Ralph Do Heim, Leading a Sunday Church School, Muhlenburg Press, 

19.50, p. 61. -
.5 Swedish Evangelical Mission Covenant, Covenant 1~mories, 188.5-193.5, 

Covenant Book Concern, 193.5, P• 8. 



is lutheran, having originated as a result of the Pietistic influence 

upon the lutheran State Church of Sweden. Church meni:>ership is open 
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to all believers regardless of creed but only to believers• In regard 

to the interpretation of the atonement, baptisn, and other views on 

which Christians d:l.ffer, t~ doctrinal views are not uniform within 

the church. The Evangelical Mission Covenant Church respects the 

historical creeds but does not include 1:hem in the Constitution. 

In the article, "An Outline of History,nl the late Rev. Hjalmar 

Sundquist summarizes 

n. • • Respecting the old historical creeds for tmir 
inherent value, we refuse to be bound by any nan-made creed, and 
for that reason we have not incorporated even the Augsburg Con­
fession as part of our constitution, though we generally agree 
with most of its contents. 

110f all the church groups classed in general under:' the 
lutheran classification the Mission Covenant enjoys the unique 
distinction of having adopted no formal creed. It is satisfied 
with the statement in its constitution, and in the constitutions 
of most of its individual churches, that we accept the Word of God 
as contained in Holy Scriptures of the Old and the New Testaments 
as the one perfect and sufficient rule for faith and canduct.n2 

The five major pr:-inciples in the belief and practice of the 

:Evangelical Mission Covenant Church are tm following as stated by 

the president of the denomination in the article, "Covenant Principles.n3 

1 Swedish Evangelical Mission Covenant, Covenant :Mamories, 1885-1935, 
PP• 77, 78. 

2 Constitution of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church, Article II, 
Confession, Yearbook, 1950. 

3 Covenant Jkmories, op. cit., PP• 8-15. 
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111. Supremacy of the Bible 
2. The necessity for spiritual life 
3. Belief in the unity of all true Christians 
4. The independence of the local church 
5. The urgency of tre missionary task11 

These five major principles vdll affect the organization and content 

of a church school curricultun, as well as the goals and methods of 

Christian education within the church. The reason why the first 

principle, supremacy of the Bible, has a particularly important place 

in the teaching ministry of the Evangelical Ydssion Covenant Church 

will be seen in the following paragraph. 

The independence of the local church and the freedom of conscience 

in matters of interpretation are democratic principles which are his-

torically basic in the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church. Hmvever, 

tl:ey do invite danger of the intrusion of ideas and practices which 

are foreign to historic evangelical Christianity and to the original 

principles of the denomination. Those ideas which have the greatest 

appeal to Covenanters at the present come from undenominational groups 

or teachers where orthodoxy is the watchword. 

11 ••• strange doctrines, unheard of by our fathers and 
founders, are constantly being disseminated for the 'edification' 
of young Covenanters--doctrines such as 'Eternal Security,' 
'Entire Sanctification, ' 1 the Second Work of Grace,' and many 
other vagaries, including an extreme system of dispensationalism 
u.nknOTm to our fathers and to the Christian church as a whole 
until a relatively modern age. 

"When such doctrines are promulgated by well known church 
denominations, whose recognized faith and teaching they are, 
they very seldom reach the attention and interest of our Covenanters. 
It is different, however, when they are being taught by some 
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'undenominational' evangelist or Bible teacher, or 1re sponsored 
by so:rre 'independent' group or institution. • •• 11 

The question which was always on the lips of the founders of the 

Evangelical Mission Covenant Church was, "How is it written in the 

Scriptures?" and that was their guide to faith and corrluct. To be 

consistent with the principles of the denomination and thus guard 

against 11 strange cb ctrines11 ·which are called orthodox, the teaching 

ministry of the church must guide individuals to discover wbat the 

Bible says through a first band study of it, and must teach individuals 

to use the Bible as a guide to faith and conduct, while at the same 

time retaining the freedom of personal conscience in interpretation. 

This understanding of the IIEaning of the term, 11 supremacy of the 

Bible", is consistent with the principles and practice of the 

church. A written curriculum for the Junior departmmt of the Sunday 

church school of the Evangelical :Mission Covem.nt Church ought to be 

in harmony with this principleo 

D. Decisions of the Board of Youth Work 

An evaluation of curriculum materials for use in any department . 

of the church school must consider how well those curriculum materials 

follow the principles and specific suggestions set forth by the board 

or committee who have the responsibility of guiding the entire program 

of Christian education in the churches of the denomination. 

According to the statement in the Constitution of the Evangelical 

1 Covenant Memories, "An Outline of History", by Hja.lmar Sundquist, 
PP• lOl, 102. 
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Mission Covenant Church, the Board of Youth Work has the follOi'ring 

responsibility: 

11 ••• supervise the activities of the Covenant Bible schools and 
organizations of high school and older young people and shall be 
responsi£le for planning and creating literature to serve in these 
fields.tt 

The decision to revise the church school curriculum materials 

originated in the Board of Youth Work. 2 Further decisions made by the 

Board of Youth Work determined the following pattern for the new 

materials:3 

1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 

5. 

6. 

That they be definitely Biblical in co1ltent. 
That they be department or group graded rather than yearly 
graded. 
That they follow the quarter ~stem; 
That the July-September quarter be a vacation unit, not se­
quentially related to the other three quarters. 
That the new series be introduced in October 1949 for Junior, 
Intermediate, and Senior departments. 
That certain goals of achievement be formulated for each 
departmmt before the courses are prepared. 
That the emphasis in the courses be evangelical. 

No goals of achievement were formulated for each department 

before the writers were asked to begin preparing the new materials. 

However, the writers of the Sunday church school curriculum materials 

and Daily Vacation Bible School curriculum materials met together for 

'writer's conferences in August 1949 and February 1950. Since there was 

no curriculum committee within the Board of Youth Work before 1950, 

the decisions at these wr±tert s conferences served as guides in the.·:· 

1 Evangelical lfis~ion Covenant Church Yearbook, 1950, Article III, 
Section 6 

2 Cf:. Ante, p. xL 
3 Covenant Board of Youth Wor...c Minutes, October, 1947 



preparation of materials for the Junior department of the Evangelical 

Mission Covenant Church. The suggestion was made that the writers use 

as a general guide the eight objectives of Christian education released 

by the International Council of Religious Education.l An overview of 

the Sunday church school and vacation Bible school curriculum content 

as presented at the writer's conference in February 1950, included for 

the Junior departnent Sunday cJ:ru.rch school curriculum two years of 

Old Testanent biographies and one year of New Testament biographies. 

It was understood that the swmner quarters were to be separate units 

not sequentially related to the other three quarters.2 

E. Objectives and Principles of CurricuJnm Materials for Juniors 

1. Give evidence of a satisfactory organizing principle 

a. Statement of organizing principle by the International 

Council of Religious Education committee 

The formulation of a satisfactory theory of the curriculum is 

basic to the projection of a curriculum, yet to arrive at such a theory 

is not simple as ev:idenced by the many possible theories regarding what 

should be the organizing principle of a curriculum of Christian Educa­

tion.3 Probably the two most commonly recognized theories of curriculum 

are: first, content is the organizing principle; and second, 

1 Covenant Writer's Conference Minutes, August 1949; cf. Post, 
Appendix c, p.l70 

2 Cf. Ante, P• 13 
3 International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian 

Education, IV, PP• 14, 15 
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the individual learner is the organizing principle. In order to arrive 

at a theorywhich might be a starting point a~d guide for blocking out 

1 the curriculum and also a standard for evaluating it after it is prepared, 

the International Council of Religious Education committee on the study 

of Christian Education in 1946-47 made the following statement:2 

11The purpose of the curriculum of C:b.ristian education is to 
confront :individuals with the eternal gospel, and to nurture within 
them a life of faith, hope, and love in keeping with the gospel. 
The organizing principle of the curriculum from the vievvpoint of the 
Christian gospel is to be found in the changing needs a~d experiences 
of the individual as these include his relation to (1) God as revealed 
in Jesus Christ; (2) his fellow men and human society; (3) his place 
in the work of the world; (4) the Christian fellowship, the church; 
(5) the continuous process of history viewed as a carrier of the 
divine purpose and revealer of the moral law; (6) the universe in all 
its wonder and complexity. 11 

Upon analysis and close examination of this statement the following 

facts would be discovered. Such a theory sees the learner at the center 

in relation to Christia~ faith and life and it sees the Bible and other 

parts of the Christian heritage as the "record of God 1 s self-revelation 

to mankind and of man 1 s response to this revelation.u3 The Bible and 

other parts of tl"l:l Christian heritage become then the source and guide 

for faith and conduct. In practical use, in some units content will be 

the organizing principle and experience a contributory principle and in 

other units the reverse will be true. 4 

b. The statement, made satisfactory to the N.ission Covenant Church 

It is admitted that the statement regarding the organizing principle 

1 International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian 
Education, IV, pp. 17 

2 Ibid., P• 15 
3 Ibid., p. 16 
4 EO_.e. cit. 
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of a curriculum made by the International Council of Religious Education 

committee for the stuqy of Christian education does not provide the 

anmver to all practical questions but it does provide a basic conception.l 

It would seem, then, that some changes in the statement may be necessary 

in order that it shall become a satisfactory organizing principle for a 

curriculum in a specific situation. The Evangelical ltlssion Covenant 

Church has only one statement of confession of faith2 which is belief 

in the 11 Holy Scripture, the Old and New Testaments, as the Word of God 

and the only perfect rule for faith, doctrine and conduct." An organ-

izing principle of the curriculum, in order to be satisfactory to the 

Evangelical Mission Covenant Church, nru.st therefore place this emphasis 

on the Bible in the actual statement of its organizing principle. It 

would retain the purpose of the curriculum, as being to confront 

individuals with the gospel and nurture in them a life in keeping with 

the Gospel. It would retain the emphasis on the needs and experiences 

of the individual in relation to God as revealed in Christ, and in 

relation to his fellow men, his work in the world, the church, the con-

tinuous process of history, and the universe. But it would place primary 

emphasis on the Bible, not as remote from present-day living, but as the 

carrier of tre faith and kno1Yledge necessary in order that men may be 

confronted with the Gospel and nurtured in a Christian life, and as a 

carrier of the message Yffiich can meet the changing needs and experiences 

of men in relation to the areas just mentioned. It would not, however, 

place the Bible content on the same level as other parts of the Christian 

1 International Council of Religious Education, Stuqy of Christian 
Education, IV, p. 17 

2 Ante, p • 10 ; 
Constitution of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church, Article II, 
Confession, Yearbook 1950 
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heritage. The organizing principle would be the Bible, but the Bible 

as basic to the needs and experiences of men and basic to confronting 

individuals vr.ith the Gospel, and therefore, not remote from life ex-

periences. It vrould thus attempt to synthesize the views of Bible-

centered aDd experience-centered curriculum in the light of the needs 

of persons.l 

c. The organizing principle related to a Sunday church school 

curriculum for Juniors 

There are within a local church several agencies of Christian 

education, such as tbe Sunday church school, the weekday church school, 

the vacation church school, fellowship groups, choirs, clubs, the 

church worship service, the home, and so forth. The organizing principle 

and the general objectives are uniform for the entire program of Chris-

tian education for all ages within the church. However, each agency 

does have its unique curricula responsibility. Because the Sunday 

church school at the present reaches more individuals than other agencies 

vrithin the church~ it should be provided -vfith the basic curriculum of 

the Christian faith aDd life with the other curricula offering additional 

and supplementary material.3 The basic curriculum and the other curricula 

will, however, together form a unit.4 It is the opinion of the Interna-

tional Council of Religious Education committee on the study of Christian 

education that this basic curriculum of the Sunday church school should 

1 Paul Vieth, The Church and Christian Education, p. 145 
2 Robert P~rell, Improving Your Church School, p. 29 
3 International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian 

Education, IV, p. 29 
4 Robert Powell, op. cit.p. 29 



11run considerably to Biblical, historical, doctrinal, and ethical 

content.nl However, such content should be relevant to present day 

living, 2- and appeal to the experience and interest of the child.3 
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Since a Junior child is ready to begin a first hand study of the Bible,4 

. and the Junior age is a tine to begin supervised study ,5 the Sunday 

church school curriculum for Juniors will seek to mtide the child to 

discover in the Bible the message of God to him, relevant to his needs 

for -faith and guidance in his relation to God, to other people, to his 

place in the vcrk of the world of his experience, to tre church, and 

to the universe as :00 knows it and wond.ers about it. 

2o Be true to tb3 basic content of the Christian faith and life 

a. Evangelical 

A curriculum of Christian education is subject to change as it 

seeks to meet changing needs of persons in different si illations am at 

different age levels. However, there is one principle of a curriculum 

of Christian education which does not change, namely, that it must be 

true to the basic content of the Christian faith am life .6 Theological 

1 International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian 
Education, IV, p. 29 

2 Cf. Mary- Alice Jones, The Faith of Our Children, pp. 119-122 
3 Cf. Mary Alice Jones, Guiding Children in Christian Growth, P• 112 
4 International Council of Religious Education, Goals for the Chris-

tian Education of Children, P• 15; Cf. Edith Welker, The Church at 
Work with Junior Children, PP• 15, 16; Cf. Mildred and Frank Eakin, 

Your Child's Religion, p. 66 
5 Etrel Smither, Tre Use of the Bible with Children, pp. lo6-130 
6 Cf. Philip Lotz, Orientation in Religious Education, C. A. Bowen, 

"Curriculum Patterns for the Church School," p. lll; International 
Council of Religions Education, Stuey of Christian Education, IV, 
P• 18 
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opinions will differ but the personal relationship of the person to 

God is basic. 

11 Hence, the church must always point beyond all systems of 
theology to the necessity of a personal relationship ~~th God 
Himself, Creator, Judge, Redeemer. It is only in such personal 
experience of the divine-human encounter that the antinomies of 
Christian faith are in a measure resolved.ul 

A curriculum for Juniors 1vill then have as its basic purpose 

to seek to guide children who are nine, ten, and eleven years of age 

to a vital relationship 'With God. To the extent that it does that it 

can be said to be evangelistic, for evangelism is the process of bring­

ing others to experience the Gospel and live according to it. 2 

The curriculum will, however, advocate methods of evangelism ·which are 

in harmony with sound educational principles) Furthermore, worship 

will be central in the curriculum, as it is in the church, for its 

purpose is to achieve a deep sense of God. 

b. Biblical 

To be true to the basic content of the Christian faith and life, 

a curriculum must be Biblical, for the Bible contains the subject 

matter of faith and the pattern and source of Christian lifeo It is a 

record of God's dealings with men and men's response to him, and it is 

a revelation of God's nature, character, and will for men. 

1 International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian 
Education, II, p. 17 

2 International Council of Religious Education, ~angelism of Children, 
3 Cf. Post, p. 23-26 

Po 5 
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11 It [The Bible] provides the l:ody of truth concerning God's plan 
of redemption which is indispensable and absolutely trustworthy. 
It contains the subject matter that is basic for Christian decision 
and nurture. The foundations of the curriculum of educational 
evangelism are found in the Old and New Testarnents.nl 

A curriculum for Juniors vdll use the Bible as the basic content 

of the Christi~! faith and life,2 but it ~dll use the Bible in accordance 

~th sound educational principles.3 Content is importan~for the Bible 

is the essential source of curriculum materials, but the nature of the 

pupil, the laws of learning and the spirit and teaching of Christianity 

will affect the preparation, selection and use of these materials.4 

3. Embody objectives which contribute to the goals of Christian 

education 

A curriculum of Christian education for the Junior department 

should further the children's grov~h along each of the major objectives 

of Christian education.5 These general objectives can be interpreted 

for use in the Christian education of children under the follo¥dng 

general headings :6 Relationship 1rith God and ideas of God; Relationship 

1vith Jesus and ideas of Jesus; The Child and the Church Fellowship; 

the Child's Heritage in the Bible; the Child in his Personal Relation­

ships, that is, Christian character?; the Child in his Social Relation­

ships, that is, Christian relationship 1vith others. 8 Within each 

1 Norman Richardson, The Teaching Evangelist, Study Unit III, 11The 
Biblical Basis", P• 4 

2 Cf. Ante, pp. 17, 18 
3 Cf. Post, pp .2~. 
4 Cf. Philip Lotz, Orientation in Religious Education, C. A. Bowen, 

11 Curriculu.lfi Patterns for the Church School11 , pp. 106-107 
5 International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Glride, p. 7; 

Cf. Post, Appendix c, p.l70; Cf. Mildred Eakin, Teaching Junior Boys 
and Girls, pp. 61-63 

6 International Collilcil of Religious Education, Goals for Children; 
Cf. Pearl Rosser, Your Child Grows Tmvard God 

7 Cf. Rosser, Your Child Grows Toward God 
8 D9~ Cit. 
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area designated by these head:ings will be st:ecific goals 'Which Junior 

children are capable of attaining. In a satisfactory curriculum of 

Christian ·Education for Juniors the specific goals will ccntribute to 

each of the general goals of Christian ~cation. 

4. Be rich in contentl 

a. large use of Biblical material 

Good curriculum materials make large use of the Bible .2 However, 

mere quantity of Bible study does not ma.ke a satisfactory curriculum 

for Juniors. The Bible must be used in such a way that its real values 

becone a part of the lives of the pupils at their present level of 

maturity and experience.3 Memorization of Scripture passages belongs 

in the Junior departmant. The ability to quote beautiful Scripture, 

poems, and hymns gives the Junior a way of expressing his feelings, 

enriches his religious vocabulary and may become a helpful part of the 

religious development of Juniors.4 

b. Ex:tra-Biblical material 

EK:tra-biblical material such as art, songs, and projected 

materials> which are of good quality and have religious value; stories, 

1 International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Guide, p. 8 
2 Loco Cit. 
3 International Council of Religious Education, Stuey of Christian 

Education, II, P• 23; VI, P• 20; Cf. Mildred Eakin, Teaching Junior:. 
Boys and Girls, PP• 53, 54; Cf. Florence Martin, When They are Nine 
to Eleven, P• 35; Cf. Post, P• 24 

4 Edith Welker, The Church at Work with Junior Children, P• 34 
5 International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian 

Education, II, P• 34 
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biography and missionary materials are included in a good curriculum.1 

Outstanding post-Biblical personalities of the church are inspiring 

for Christian li ving2, and essential in order to see the cont inning 

life of the church as the connection between our experience and the 

experience of the people of God in Biblical time. 

11 The faith of our fathers is living still because the light has 
never ceased to shine. Christian education should turn its spot­
light on the great epochs and outstanding personalities if our 
Ol'm faith is to have deep roots.u3 

Stories about how we got our Bible have a place in a curriculum for 

Juniors.4 

c. Materials to promote teacher growth 

A good curriculum includes materials to enrich the teacher's 

background and suggests references for further study by the teacher.5 

The practical suggestions for preparing to teach and for actual teaching 

should contribute to the teacher's growth in teaching skill. 6 W.!aterials 

should also contribute to the teacher's personal spiritual grmvth.7 

1 International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Guide, p. 8 
2 International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian 

Education, II, p. 28 
3 ~c;. Cit. 
4 Pearl Rosser, Your Child Grows Toward God, p. 13 
5 International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Guide, P• 8 
6 Ibid., P• 14 
7 Ibid., p. 14; International Council of Religious Education, Study 

of Christian Education, IV, P• 27 
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5. Be in harmony with educational principles 

a. Developmental principle of growth 

Modern si:n dy of persons recognizes grovrth as a central pri.11ciple. 

Growth is gradual, uneven and each child has his own rate of grovrth. 1 

To force learning before a person has the necessary maturity for it is 

both harmful and a waste of t:irn.e. Therefore, a sound theory of religious 

education must be developmental.2 The implication of this fact needs 

to be considered in a Christian Education curriculum for Juniors. 

It will be recognized especially in the areas of methods of ev8Ilgelism 

of Juniors and in n:ethods of the use of the Bible with Juniors. 

(1) Applied to evangelism 

If it is recognized that a child is a grovri_ng person, that 

maturity takes time, adult concepts and patterns of experience ·will 

not be forced on children.3 However, a developmental view of grmvth 

does not exclude crises experiences.4 Although changes are taking 

place imperceptibly,crises experiences, choices and decisions are con-

tributary to growth. Conversion may be a crisis to a child, but not 

necessarily cataclysmic.5 There vvill be many crises experiences as an 

individual gr~fs. Decisions regarding Christ should be taking place 

constantly,6 and each response to Christ contributes to religious growth. 

However, there 'Will be one experience more outstanding than any other 

1 Mc>...ry Alice Jones, Guiding Children in Christian Growth, pp. 11-14 
2 International Council of Religirus Education, Study of Christian 

Education, p. 32, Study II 
3 Paul Vieth, The Church and Christian Education, p. 74 
4 Intern..a.tional Council of Religirus Education, Study of Christian 

Education, II, p. 32 
5 Ibid., p. 33 
6 Elmer Homrighausen, Choose Ye This Day, p. 127 
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when the person will recognize his need of Christ and receive h:L'll as 

Savior from sin for a life of rightecu sness. E.'Cactly when a child is 

ready to make such a decision meaningfully, and sincerely commit his 

life to Christ can not be measured by chronological age. 1 However, 

generally, Juniors are ready to declare publicly their decision to 

accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and to follow him through life. 2 

Such a decision must be tbe child's own, not the result of the pressure 

of the group or the desire to please a teacher.3 

( 2) Appl:ie d to the use of the Bible 

A developmental principle of growth vvill result in selection 

of Biblical material whi..ch is suitable to the age group for which it 

The fact that a story happens to be in the Bible does 

not mean that it is appropriate to use with Juniors. Scripture materials 

;,rill be selected to fit the needs and maturity level of the child in a 

curriculum which is in harmony ·with the developmental principleo.5 

b. Centrality of pu.rposeful activity in the grovrth of individ­

uals6 

11The expression of purposes in activity is an educational nec­

essity."? However, the purposes must be those of the leamer.8 Teaching 

1 Norman Richardson, The Teaching Zvangelist, Study Unit VIII, P• 6 
2 Pearl Rosser, Your Child Grows Toward God, p. ll 
3 Cf. Irene Caldwell, Our Concern is Children, p. 160; Cf. Richardson, 

The Teaching Evangelist, VIII, p. 8 
1.~ Paul Vieth, the Church and Christian Education, p. 81 
5 International Council of Reljgious Education, Study of Christian 

Education, II, p. 22 
6 Ibid., P• 34 
7 <J:ioc.Cit. 
8 Paul Vieth, The Churc..~ and Christian Education, po 7.5 
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is concerned with guiding a gr01v:LY1g person to acquire worthy purposes 

and to carry out those purposes. This fact has implications in class-

room procedures and in curriculum materials. Junior children should be 

led to have a purpose for the study of a unit, for the memorization 

of a passage, or for the do~1g of a project, and then be guided to 

plan how to carry out their purpose and to complete the task they pur-

posed to do. Projects which are only busy-work or have no significance 

to the Junior have no educational value. 

c. Recogni~es how people learn 

Persons learn by doing, that is, by experience. They learn by 

thinking, planning and carrying out their plans, choosing and trying 

out their choices.1 These facts should guide the methods of teaching 

suggested in a Junior curriculum. There will be suggestions regarding 

havv to guide pupil experience and create situations in which children 

may have worthwhile eA.rperiences. Ways of stimulating thinking, ways 

of leading children to plaYl and execute plaYls will be included. 

2 Persons learn by being vvitb other people. Therefore, suggestions 

for group planning and projects, work in committees, and fellm'Vship in 

the church group will be encouraged, and the importance of the home 

fellowship 1vill be recognized.3 

d. Meets the needs and interests of the learnerL~ 

Curriculum materials for Juniors must meet the vital needs and 

1 International Council of Religious Education, Evangeism of Children, p. 9 
Cf. Mildred Eakin, Teaching Jlmior Boys and Girls, PPo 24-35 

2 International Council of Religious Education, EYangelism of Children, p. 9 
3 Paul Vieth, The Church aYld Christian Education, pp. 76,77 · 
4 International Council of Religious Education, Curriculmn Guide, P• 7 



interests of a Junior. It is important, too, that the Cun"iculum 

material seems useful to the child himself, in order that a readiness 

for learning may be created.1 Interest is that positive emotional 

factor which motivates a person to want to know and to do, and stimulates 

thinking and purpose. It is the starting point for worthwhile activities.2 

Interest is a factor in readiness to learn. A teacher needs to know 

the age group in general and his mm. group in particular, and be alert 

to the experiences which his pupils are having in treir homes and 

community in order to know the specific needs and interests of his 

pupils) The curriculum materials should therefore not only inform 

the teacher with regard to the general needs and interests of Juniors, 

but also inspire him to discover the specific needs and interests of 

his own class nembers in order that he may be teaching pupils rather 

than lessons. 

6. Contribute to comprehensiveness, balance, and sequence in the 

curriculum 

The Sunday church school curriculum for Juniors should fit into 

a total curriculum of Christian Education 'Which is balanced, comprehen­

sive and has sequence.4 

1. Be usable in the situations for which they are intended 

a. Contribute to local church objectives 

Not only should curriculum mterials embody the general objectives 

1 Cf. Mary Alice Jones:, Guiding Children in Christian Growth, PP• 109-lll 
2 Cfo Mildred Eakin, Teaching Junior Boys an:l Girls, P• 9; Cf. Edith 

Welker, The Church at Work 'With Junior Children, P• 7 
3 International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Guide, P• 27 
4 Ibid., PP• 8, 44 
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o£ Christian Education but they should also support the basic objectives 

· o£ the local church or denomination in which they will be used.l 

Teaching aterials prepared for Juniors in the Evangelical Mission Cov-

enant Church should, then, be usable in the churches of that denomina­

tion and should meet the needs there. 2 

b. Meet limitations o£ local situations 

Otten Sunday church school curriculum naterials can not be as 

ideal as might be desired because o£ limited tine and equipnent. 

tt. • • the Sunday School curriculum may perforce have to make con­
siderable room for a maximum of talking (whether leeto.re 1 discussion, 
or story telling) and a minimum of •activity'. This is scarcely 
our ideal, and we should be unremitting in our efforts to train 
leaders for the most effective modes of teaching; but the tact still 
remains that many pt"esent teachers are lost in anyt;hing but tallqng, 
and must teach in the same room with a number o£ other classes.tt3 

e. Meet practical needs o£ teachers 

The helps tor teachers will seek to give aid without giving the 

impression that the suggestions mst be followed slavishly, rut rather 

that the quarterly is merely an aid to teaching)+ Suggestions should 

be given simply, speci.f'ically, and in detail, and yet a variety o£ 

procedures suitable tor the age group and many optional suggestions 

and supplementary suggestions are necessary to clallenge the 

creative am experienced teacher.5 In other words, 

1 International Council of Religious Education, Study o£ Christian 
~cation, III, p. 16 

2 Cf. Ante, pp. 3-14 
3 International Council o£ Religious Education, Study of Christian 

Mucation, IV, p. 29 
4 Ibid., P• 12 
5 International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Guide, P• 8 



teacher's helps must meet the needs of both tm experienced and in­

experienced.! They must also be in~irational, 2 for only lives tba. t 
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have been changed and. moved by the joy of discovering God's message 

can stir others • .3 Furthermore, in order to use materials effectively 

teachers need to underJBtand. the purpose and plan of the whole curriculum, 

to survey each unit and see its relation to the llhole plan.4 

d. Provide for week-day clnbs 

Some detailed guidance for leaders of such weekday activities 

as Junior cJnbs ought to be included in the curriculum.5 'WJ:en no 

other curriculum guide is provided for such activities for Juniors in 

the church, the Sunday church school curriculum will need to inclnde 

suggestions for these other activities in order to retain unity in the 

entire prtg ram of Chris ti.an Education in the church. 

8. Provide for cooperation between teachers and parents 

The home is the primary teacher of religion. "For good or ill, 

the home actually shapes life more than any other group or institution." 7 

Children should receive from the curriculum of Christian Education a 

high appreciation of the home and a clarification of their part in the 

home. 8 The home should nowhere be looked upon as a supplement to the 

church, yet provision of home-worlc suggestions in curriculum materials 

is necessary in order that the work dcne at church may be reinforced 

1 International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian Ed­
ucation, IV, P• 25 

2 Cf. Ante, P• 22 
.3 Cf. International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian 

Education, VI, P• 19 
4 International Council of Religious Education, Currioolum Guide, 

PP• 24, 25; Cf. Paul Vieth, The Church and Christian Education, P• 1.49 
5 I. c. R. E., Study of Christian Education, IV, P• .34 · 
6 Cf. Paul Vieth, op. cit., P• 97 
7 I. C. R. :E., Study of Cbri st ian Education, IV, p • 21 
"8 Icc. Cit. 



at home. The purpose of such home-work suggestions will then be to 

help tl:e home in its teaching task.l 

9. Enploy good style and form2 

29 

A literary style which is simple, clear, direct, easily read, 

and interesting is necessary for both pupil's and teacher's reading 
I 

material. A pleasing and attractive lay-out, well reproduced pictures 

of good quality, and print which is suitable for the age group are 

requirements. 

10. Give evidence of a purpose for the reading naterial provided 

for pupils 

If reading materials for pupils are a part of the curriculum 

mterials they should serve a def:inite and worthwhile Pll.II>OSe such as 

one of the following :3 stimulate pupils to admire a character or to 

grow in some phase of Christian life; serve as a guide to solv:ing every 

day problems on the pupil's own age level; serve as a guide for the use 

of the Bible; or help to unify class discussion. Because class sessions 

are too short, and because teachers can not count on pupils studying 

the mterials in their quarterlies if they were to take them hone, it 

is wiser that the amount of reading for pupils to do in their quarter-

lies be short in order not to decrease the time for valuable class 

conversation or activity. 

1 Cf • International Council of Religious Education, Study of Christian 
Education, IV, PP• 22, 31 

2 International Council of Religious Education, Curriculnm Guide, p. 8 
3 Ibid., P• 15 
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F. Summa.ry 

It has been the purpose of this chapter to discover the basic 

factors vlt1ich contribute to the forma.t:Lon of a standard for evaluating 

Sunday church school curriculum materials for Juniors in the Evangelic~l 

Mission Covenant Church. Since the vJTitten materials for use in the 

Sunday church school can not be independent from the en tire curricuhun 

for Juniors in the church, the discovery of the basic factors in the 

situation is not limited to consideration of ·lhe Sunday morning class 

session. Furthermore, since >vrit ten rna teri als are not themselves the 

cur1~culum but rather serve as guides to the church in its achieving 

of certain aiiD:3 of Christian education, 1 basic factors in the area of 

local church needs, theological principles of the denomination, and 

decisions of the Board of Youth Work relative to a cuiTiculum of Christian 

education, have been investigated. 

It has been discovered that churches reed Sunday church school 

curriculum materials which are usable in either large or small schools, 

and that can be used advantageously in a thirty-minute class period on 

Sunday morning. They need curriculum materials ·which emphasize the 

importance of a'Yld give guidance in .. ways and n:.eans of providing for Juniors 

genuine experiences in worship as a church group, and materials which 

emphasize the importance of and give guidance in home and church rela­

tionships. They need curriculmn materials "Which provide guidance for 

>Yeekday activities. They need Sunday church school cur.riculmn materials 

which enrich the teacher's skill and efficiency, and which teachers 

consider satisfactory. It was discovered that teachers desire curric-

1 Vieth, The Church and Christian Education, p. 134,135 



31 

ulum materials for Sunday church school which are child-centered, 

"Which provide ample and specific help for teac!ers, and which provide 
' 

workbook type of JJBterials for pupils. To be in harmony with the the-

ological prmciples of tl::e denomination an:i with decisions of the Board 

of Youth work, curriculum materials must emphasize the importance of 

and provide trainmg in use of the Bible as a guide to faith and conduct, 

be evangelical, recognize the urgency of the missionary task, be Biblical 

in content, follow the quarter system, and be group graded. Furthermore, 

the objectives and principles of a curriculum of Christian education 

'Which are gem rally accepted by leaders in the field or Christian educa-

tion have been investigated. These fmdings,combined with those dis-

covered through an investigation of the local church needs, theological 

principles of the denomination and decisions of the Board of Youth Work, 

will form the basis for the standards of ·evaluation of the Junior 

curriculum in the Mission Covenant church. An evaluation of the Sunday 

church school curriculum mter:i.a.ls for Juniors in the Mission Covenant 

church will thEn consider to what extent the written materials embody 

these following standards: 

The c1l.!T iculum materials for Juniors will--

1. consider the Bible as its organizing principle, but the Bible, 

not as remote from present-day living, but as basic to tlE needs and 

experiences of Juniors, and basic to confronting then with the Gospel. 

2. be evangelical and Biblical but employ methods of evangelism and 

methods of usil1?; the Bible with Juniors which are in accorda.Tlce with 

sound educational principles. Since the curriculum shall be evangelical, 

worship will be emphasized. 
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3. embody objectives which contriblte to the general goals of Chris­

tian education. 

4. be rich in content. In addition to a large use of the Bible in 

ways which are meaningful and valuable to Juniors, includirg nemor­

ization of Scr-ipture passages, there will be art, songs, projected 

materials, stories, missionary materials, biography of post-Biblical 

personalities of the church, and :rraterials which contribute to the 

teacher's teaching skill and spiritual growth. 

5. be in hannony with sound educational principles. The develop­

mental principle of growth; the centrality of purposeful activity; 

the fact that people learn by thinkirg, planning, choosing and doing 

and by being wvith other people; and the necessity of meeting the needs 

and interests of the learner, will be considered in the curriculum 

materials. 

6o fit into the total curriculum of Christian education. 

7. be usable in the situations for which they are intended. 

Therefore, it will contr:ibute to local church and denominational objec­

tives. Also it will meet the limitations of local situations and 

therefore, Sunday church school materials must include methods involving 

considerable talking and little activity, must be adaptable to large 

or small schools and to a thirty minute teaching session, mst be 

group graded and follow· the quarter system. It will meet tl:e practical 

needs of teachers by provid:ing ample, specific, detailed aid as well as 

supplenentary suggestions for experienced teachers, and will take into 

consideration teachers t desire for aid in making their teaching child­

centered and their desire for sone kin::l of workbook type of material 
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for pupils. It will aid teachers to understand the PUll>Ose and plan 

of the eutire curriculum, survey the unit, and see its relation to the 

whole curriculum. Since weekday activities are provided for Juniors 

in many churches a curriculum to be usable in the situation will 

include guidame for this type of activity in order to retain unity. 

8. provide for cooperation between teachers and parents and home 

\\10 rk suggestions 'Which help the home in its teaching task. 

9. employ good style and form. 

10. have a worthy purpose far the ma.tat"ial prepared for pupil reading. 



CHAPTER II 

CONSPECTUS OF THE SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL 

CURRICUIDM FOR JUNIORS JN THE EVANGEIJ:CAL MISSION COVENANT CHURCH 

A. Introduction 

It is the purpose of this chapter to present a conspectus of the 

Sunday Church School curriculum for Juniors in the Evangelical Mission 

Covenant Church for October 1949 to June 1951. All materials provided 

for the use of teachers, pupils, ani parents have been investigated. 

A chart showing the content by quarters, a description of the essential 

printed materials, a list of all supplementary materials referred to 

in the teachers' helps, and a list of the unifying activities suggested 

for each chapter have- been prepared. 

Bo Content 

Ex:cept for the SUlllm3r quarter, July to September 1950, which is 

a unit on prayer, the content of the Sunday church school curriculum 

for Juniors consists of Old Testatrent biographies, chronologically arranged 

and organized into units, called chapters, each chapter having one major 

idea. Scripture for pupil research is included for each teach:ing session 

and for each chapter a Scripture memory passage is selected whose central 

idea is the same or similar to the central idea of the chapter. At least 

one session during each chapter is usually devoted to pt"esenting the 

memory passage as a whole. The following chart indicates the ccntent 

in detail: 
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c. Essent:ial Printed Materials Provided 

1. Bible School Leaderl 
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Printed materials for teachers appear in the denominational church 

school leader's monthly magazine, Bib:le School Leader. There is one 

regular column relating to the Junior department each month. Topics 

considered have been the follow:ing:2 

Know Your Juniors 
Christmas Is Coming (preparing for the Christmas worship service) 
When Do Juniors Worship 
'What Shall I Write On (providing blackboard and bulletin boards) 
ProViding a Worship Experience 
The Teacher Counsels 
Listen to Me (JOOeting the problem of lack of interest) 
You Need Pictures 
Teaching WhiCh Touches Life 
Creating Readiness for Prayer 
Helping Juniors Put Prayer into Words 
Enlarging the Junior's Concept of Prayer 
A Ietter May Help (letter to parents) 
The Junior Club 
Using a Christmas Worship Center 
Do Your Juniors Read Their Bibles (letter to parents) 
We've Heard that Story Before (meeting the problem of lack of interest) 
My Problem Is--(JOOeting problems of group control) 
Do Your Juniors ~morize Scripture (letter to parents) 
Interesting Juniors in Reading 
Review Can Be Fun 

The letters to parents appear each quarter as samples for the teachers 

to use in info nning parents regarding tm con tent and aims of the 

Junior department for the quarter. During Year One a separate printed 

letter to parents was provided but this was discontinued in Year Two. 

Four pages, or eight columns, are allowed for teaching helps 

for the month except when there are five Sundays in a month, in which 

case five pages are allowed for teacher's helps under ~he title, "Teach­

ing Hints for Junior Lessons •" The material is arranged under two 

1 Bible School Leader, Oetober 1949 through June 1951 
2 Loc. Cit. 



headings, the "Introduction" to the unit or the m:mth1s mrk, an1 

nspecific Procedure" for each Sunday. The introduction has as its 
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purpose to help teachers prepare the unit as a whole, and usually 

includes a suggestion for a unifying activity for the unit, 1or chapter, 

as it is called. Suggestions for an extended session or between-sunday 

activities are included in the Introduction. Under the heading, 11Spec-

ific Procedure," there is a suggested lesson plan for each Sunday. 

The second year, October 1950 to June 1951, includes also suggestions 

fat' the teacher's Bible stuqr for the week. Lesson aims are listed 

for the unit for the first year and the slli!ll'Ier quarter, but from Octo­

ber 1950 to June 1951 an aim is stated for each lesson. Books, flat 

pictures, songs, projected materials, records, miscellaneous materials, 

class-made aids such as charts and lists, and the use of the blackboard 

and the bulletin board are suggested within the body of tre printed 

matter contained under the teaching hints for Junior lessons. 

2. Pupil's Quarterly2 

The pupil's quarterly, five and me-half by eight and one-half 

inches in size, is a thirty-two page guide to Bible study for Junior 

boys and girls. It is not a workbook but provides a one to three page 

story which purposes to arruse interest in knowing more of the Bible 

story, to aid understanding of tm Bible passage or story, and to refer 

the child to the Bible itself for research. "Its purpose is to interest boys 

1 Post, PP• 51-53 
2 They Heard God Speak-Fall, Winter, Spring quarterlies; Teach Us to 

Pray-summer quarterly; Messengers of God-Fall, Winter, Spring quarterlies 
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and girls who are nine, ten,and eleven years old in reading selected 

passages, and to help them understand the story and its message to them 

'When they read it in their Bible."1 The l:ooklet uses twelve-point type, 

a good grade of paper, and three or four full page photographs. Each 

booklet, except the fall 1949 quarterly, has also had a simple mp and 

either a t:ime line or a chart indicating tilll3 relationships. Each 

quarterly is for use for three months as follows: 

Year One 
October-December, 1949 - "They Heard God Speak," Fall Quarter 
January-March, 19.50 - "They Heard God Speak, 11 Winter Quarter 
April-June, 19.50 - "They Heard God Speak," Spring Quarter 
July-september, 19.50 - "Teach Us To Pray, 11 Sumner Quarter 
Year Two 
October-December, 1950 - "Messengers of God in a New Land, 11 Fall Quarter 
Ja."luary-March, 1951 - "Messengers of God in a Kingdom," Winter Quarter 
April-June, 1951 - 11Messengers of God in Times of Hardship," 

Spring Quarter 

Tre following changes were made in the pupil 1 s quart~ lies for 

Year Two in order to clarify certain questions and cle~r up misunderstand-

ings on the part of teachers who were using t!:e materials: including a 

letter to teachers in each quarterly, including a table of contents i..'l'l 

each quarterly, inserting the word, "lesson", before each story in addi-

tion to consecutive numbering of the stories from one to thirteen in 

each quarterly regardless of chapter numbers, listing the Scripture to 

read and the verses to memorize at the beginning of each lesson, beginning 

each lesson at the top of a page, printing a Bible passage from the 

memory selection at the bottom of each photograph, and inserting sub-titles 

within each story. 

1 Messengers of God, Spring 19.51, p. 3; Winter 19.51, P• 3; Fall 19.51, P• 3 
Bible School Leader,October 1949, P• 14 
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3. Crossroads1 

The last page of the weekly four-page Junior Sunday School paper, 

Crossroads, is related to the study mterial used in too Sunday church 

school class. Daily Bible reading suggestions, crossword puzzles, ques-

tions and blanks are provided. It is intended that this home work shall 

guide tl:e Junior to use the Bible passages studied on Sunday as devo-

tional reading during the week, and to give opportunity for reviewing 

at home the content studied at church. The letter to teachers in the 

pupil's quarterlies, the "Teaching Hints for Junior lessons" and the 

letter to parents ·in the~ School Leader explain that it is by means 

of Crossroads that parents are kept informed about the content of study 

in the Sunday church school and that the Juniors are guided toward 

habits of daily personal Bible reading and pra~r. 

D. Other Materials Suggested2 

Additional and supplementary na.terial for use in t:te Sunday 

church school class sessions or in betwee~unday activities for Juniors 

-
are suggested each month in t:te Bible School leader in the section en-

titled, "Teaching Hints for the Junior lessons." TJ:e following lists 

indicate in detail the materials and the unifyi~ activities suggested 

for each unit: 

1 Crossroads, all issues from October 1949 through June 1951 
2 Bible School Leader, October 1949 through June 1951 
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LIST OF ]lATERIA.LS 

A. Essential materials for each pupil: A personal copy of the Bible; 
the current pupil quarterlyiand Junior paper., Crossroads. 

B. :Essential materials for each teacher: A Bible; the current issue of 
the Bible School leader; bJackboard and bulletin board or substitute; 
paper, crayons, pencils, and other materials for unifying activities; 
other suggested teaching aids such as flat pictures, books, songs, 
projected pictures, and records selected from the suggestions offered 
each month in the Bible School leader. 

c. other Suggested Teaching Aids Listed by Quarters 

1. Course Title: Trey Heard God Speak, Fall Quarterl 

Books: (Available at Covenant Press) 
*McGavran, Stories of the Book of Books 
-l~Rice, Creative ActiVities---
..,'l-Rinden, Aroun:l the World with the Bible 
-l~Bo'Wl!lan, You Can Do ~ -- --
looney, GUi'd:i.'!i'g"Junior Boys and Girls 

Flat Pictures: (Available at Covenant Press) 
-l~11 Head of Christ 11 by Sallman 
"Christ at the Heart's Door" by Sallman 
Standard Set on the Life of Christ 

Songs: 
-l~''This Is My Father's World" 

Projected materials: (Available at Covenant Youth Department) 
-l~Film strip, 11 This Is My Father's World" 
-:l-Slides: 

11Head of Christ 11 by Sallm.an, Cm985 
ttArrival of the Shepherds" by Merson, Ch302 
"Tidings of Great Joy'1 by Plockhorst, Ch281 
"Arrival of the Shepherds 11 by Lerolle, Ccl89 
ttStar of Bethlehem" by VonEchenbrecher, Ch308 
"The Flight into Egypt" by Giradet, Cc543 
Song Slide, 11 Joy to the World", 94 
Song Slide, 11 0 Little Tcwn of Bethlehem", 122 

-l!-Materials suggested for extended sessions. 

1 Bible School Leader, October 1949, pp. 15, 16, 21; November 1949, 
p. 12; December 1949, P• Jl~ 



Records: (Available at Covenant Press) 
-l~Spire Records Album, 11A Savior Is Born" 

Mi s'<lill..ane ou s : 
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Pictures suggesting wonders of creation clipped from magazines 

2. Course Title: They Heard God Speak, Winter Quarterl 

Books: (Available at Covenant Press) 
-~Rinden, Around the World with ~ Bible 

Flat Pictures: 
11The Lost Sheep" by Soord (New York Graphic Society) 
11 Jesus, the Children's Friend" by Sallman (Covemnt Press) 

Projected materials: (Available at Covenant Youth Departrrent) 
-l*-Slides (Standard Company prints) 

11Abram Builds an Altartt 
"Three Angels Visit Abram" 
11Esau Forgives Jacob" 

3. Course Title: They Heard God Speak, Spring ~uarter2 

Books: (Covenant Press) 
Bailey, Gospel in Art 

Flat Pictures: (New York Graphic Society) 
"Triumphal Entryn by Plockhorst 
ntast Supper" by Da Vinci 
"1Ji'hile I Go and Pray Yonder" by Hofmann 
"Follow Men by Curr 

Projected mterials: (Covenant Youth Department) 
-lfFilmstrips, "Life of Joseph" (Cathedral) 
-lfSlides: 

"Triumphal Entry" by Plockhorst 
"Last Supper" by DaVinci 
"While I Go and Pray Yonder11 by Hofmann 
11Peter and John Running to the Tomb" by Burnand 
"His Presence" by Sallman 

Records: (Available at Covenant Press) 
-l~Spire Records Album, "A Savior is Born" 

-lH/aterials suggested for extended sessions. 

1 Bible School Leader, January 1950, pp. 10, 11; February 1950, P• 12 
2 Bible School Leader, April 1950, PP• 9, 10; May, 1950, P• 7, 11 



h. Course Title: "Teach Us To Praynl 

Books: (Available at Covenant Press) 
Chappell, Sermons on the Lord's Prayer (for the teacher) 
Niedermeyer, Tmn ! Think of God (for the pupil) 

Flat pictures: 
IIBoy Christn by Sallman 
"Christ at Davmll by Sallman 
"Christ in Gethsemane 11 by Sallman or Hofmann 
11Sermon on the Mount" by Wood 
11Feedirg the Five Thousand" by Wood 
Isaiah Praying in the Te.'D.ple 

Songs: 
"This Is My Father's World" 
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Projected Materials: (Available at Covenant Youth Department) 
~~Filmstrip, "This is My Father's World" 
~~Nature scene slides 

N"ri.sceill.aneous : 
Pictures of people praying 
Pictures of people whose names have become honored 
Pictures of a garden and of a slum area 
Pictures of poverty stricken children 

5. Course Title: "Messengers of God in a New 1and"2 

Books: (Available at Covenant Press) 
~~Egermeier, Girls' Stor:iBs of Great ·women 
~~Egermeier, Boys 1 Stories of Great Men 
_,~Lobingier, ACtivities in Chi"MEducation 
lfJByer, Through the BibleDay by Day 
~~Rice, CreativeActivitie_s_--

Flat Pictures: 
11 Head of Christl! by Salm.an (Covenant Pres~ 
"Christ and the Fishermen" by Zimmerman (New York Graphic Society) 
"The Arrival of the Shepherds" by Lerolle (New York Graphic Society) 
Standard Set on the Life of Christ (Covenant Press) 

~~ Materials suggested for extended sessions. 

1 Bible School Leader, July 1950, PPo 7, 10, 11, 13; August, PP• 14,15; 
September 1950, p. 13 

2 Bible School leader, October 1950, pp. 13, 14, 15, 16; November 1950, 
pp. 11, 12, 14; December 1950, ppo 10, 12 



Songs: 
"Cone Thou Almighty Kingtt 
nJesus Calls Us" 
1.1Where He leads . Me I Will Follow" 

Records: (Available at Covenant Press) 
?{£ingspiration Sacred Records Albums 1 and 2 

Projected Materials:(Covenant Youth Department) 
'*Blid~s: 

"fiead of Christ" by Sallman, Cm985 
"Arrival of the .Shepherds" by Merson, Ch302 
"Tidings of Great Joy" by.Plockhor~t, Ch281 
11Arri val of the Shepherds11 by !erolle, Ccl89 
"Star of Bethlehem" by Von Echenbrecher, Ch308 
"The Flight into Egypt" by Giradet, Cc543 
Song Slide, 11J oy to the World", 94 
Song Slide, "O Little Tom of Bethlehem," 122 

Miscellaneous : 
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Pictures of a Bible, a child reading the Bible, a child follow-
ing a Bible teaching 

Picture of an historic monument 
Picture of a child in a store 
Picture of an interesting looking adult 

6. Course Title : "Messengers of God in a K:ingdom"l 

Books: (Available at Covenant Press) 
-h'5herman and Kent, The Children 1 s Bible** 
*Rice, Creative ActiVities -
**Rinden, Around the World with ~ Bible 

Flat Pictures: (Sallman prints available at Covenant Press; 
~s availiible at New York Graphic Society, 10 w. 33rd St., 
New York; prints approximately 8 by 10 :inches, 50¢ each; 
minimum order $2.00) 
"Christ at Twelve" by Hofmann 
"Boy Christ" by Sallma.n 
"Christ and. the Rich Young Ruler" by Hofmann 
"While I Go ani Pray Yonder" by Hofmann 
"Christ in Gethsemane" by Sallman 
"The Last Supper" by DaVinci 
"Christ in Gethsemane" by Hofmann 

*Materials suggested for extended sessions 
-~Materials suggested for pupils to read in Crossroads 

1 Bible School leader, January 1951, pp. 11, 13; February 1951, p. 11; 
Crossroads, January 14 and 26 



Songs: 
"I Would Be Like Jesus" 
11 There 's a Wideness in God's Mercyf' 

Flannel Pictogra;rh: (Available at Covenant Press) 
*ltandard Flannel Pictograph 2193, Elijah and Elisha 

Records: (Available at Covenant Press) 
*Bible Story Adventure Album 1, David and Goliath 

Projected Materials: 

5o 

*Slides on shepherd life in Palestine (Covenant Youth Department) 
~~Sound film, "Birthday Partyf' (Order fran your nearest religious 

film association) 

Miscellaneous: 
Picture of children playing together 

7. Course Title: 111fessengers of God in Times of Hardship"l 

Books: (Available at Covenant Press) 
~f-Rice, Creative Activities 
McGavran, Far Round tre World 
*Eagle Series booklets, 'ROil"On, Wagon Vfueels; Get Through or Die; 

The Book in the Pillow 
Millen, Missionary Hero Stories 
McGavran, Stories of the Book of Books 

Songs: 
"Have Thine Own Way, Lordu 
11I Would Be True" 

Projected l~terials: 
->:-Sound film, "Queen Esther" (Cathedral) 

(Order fran your nearest religious film association) 
-lf-Film strip, 11Queen Esther" (Catl'edral) 

(Available far rent from Covenant Youth Departnent) 

· MisceTI..aneous: 
Leaflet by Clara Hawkinson, 11 Isn 1t This My Train?" 

(Available free from Covenant Youth Departnent) 

*Materials suggested for extended sessions 

1 Bible School leader, April, May, June, 1951 



51 

LIST OF SUGGESTIONS FOR UNIFYING ACTIVITIES 

Course Title: 11 They Heard God Speak" 

I. God Speaks to You1 

Planning specifically for daily Bible reading, making prayer re­
minders for use at home 

II. God Made the World2 

Choosing and mounting pictures illustrating what God has created 
and lettering under each picture words from Psalm 95 

:~III. God Speaks About Sin3 

Constructing a four-panel screen out of construction paper, using 
the following titles: heading--11God Speaks About Sin"; panel one--
11Adam and Eve"; panel two--11 Cain and Abel"; panel three--"Noah"; 
panel four- 11 People Who Built the Tovrer11 • Class story summaries 
in each panel 

IV. God Speaks Through Jesus4 

Making a class book illustrating Luke 2:8-16 

V. God Speaks to His Friend5 

Recording information on a large sheet of heavy paper and adding 
findings each session: heading-ttAbraham Believed God ••• He 
was called a friend of God"; column one--"How Abraham's Life Showed 
He was a Friend of God11 ; column two--"What I Learn A rout God from 
this Story" • 

Or, making a stained glass windmor, using silhouette figures sug­
gesting the incidents in Abraham's life 

1 Bible Schoo 1 leader, October 1949, p. 18 
2 . Bible School leader, October 1949, P• 19 
3 Bible School Leader, November 1949, p. 13 
4 Bible School Leader, December 1949, pp. 12, 13 
5 Bible School leader, January 1950, pp. 9, 10 
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LIST OF SUGGESTIONS FOR UNIFYING ACTIVITIES, contirmed 

VI. God Speaks and Helpsl 

List:ing questions, answers for which will be discovered during the 
study. Qm stions such as, 11What facts in the story of Jacob show 
that he needed God?" and 11In what ways did God help Jacob?" 

VII. God Gu:i.des2 

Recording :information by keeping a story outline of the main events 
as they are studied, and marking in colored pencil the story events 
which show that God was Joseph's guide 

VIII. God Calls Leaders3 

Prepari~ a pictorial nap illustrating tre story of Moses 

Course Title: Messengers of God 

I. A Messenger Who Proclaimed God's Faithfulness4 

Listing questions, answers for which will be discovered and recorded 
during the study. Questions such as, "How did God's presence help 
Joshua to be .courageous?" and 11What actions of Joshua showed that 
he was ccurageous?n 

II. Messengers of God in a Tine of Ungodliness5 

Listing on a large sheet of paper characteristics discovered about 
tre four characters studied, Deborah, Gideon, Samson, Ruth, Samuel 

III. Messengers of Jesus' Birth6 

1 
2 
3 
4 
r" 
~ 

6 

Making a gift fer someone for Christmas, participating in some 
church or community project. Participating in the Christmas worship 
service 

Bible School Leader, March 1950, pp. ll, 12 
Bible School Leader, April 1950, P• ll 
Bible School Leader, May 1950, P• 12 
Bible School Leader, October 1950, pp. 13, l4 
Bible School Leader, November 1950, P• ll 
Bible School Leader, December 1950, p. 9 



LIST OF SUGGESTIONS FOR UNIFYDJG ACTIVITIES, continued 

IT • Three Famous Kings1 

Keeping a three-column list of words describing Saul, David, 
and Solomon. Illustrate if desired 

V • Prophets of God in a Divided Kingdom 

No suggestions given for unifying activ.i~ 

VI. Jeremiah, God ' s Messenger a:t a Time of Danger2 

Recording information discovered, but no specific suggestions '. 
given regarding how to keep the record 

VII. lfessengers of Gcd Among People in Captivity3 
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Keeping a two-column chart with the following column headings: 
11Major Events in the Story" and "What I Learn About God from t}lis 
Event11 

VIII. The Captives Return 

No suggestions given for unifying activity 

1 Bible School Leader, Ja.'1uary 1951, P• 11 
2 B:ible School Leader, April 1951 
3 B:ible School Leader, May 1951 
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E. Summary 

The Sunday church school curriculum for Juniors in the Evan­

gelical Mission Covenant Church is Biblical in content. Tl'e 1949-1951 

curriculum, with the exception of tl'e sunmer quarter unit on prayer, 

consists of Old Testament biographies arranged chronologically and 

organized into units, each of which continues for several Sundays and 

concentrates on one major idea. A unifying activity is suggested for 

all but two units of the regu.lar six quarters. The printed materials 

inclnde a pupil's quarterly for each three-month period and the weekly 

paper, Crossroads, for the children; and tl'e monthly church school 

workers' magazine, the Bible School leader, for the teachers. The 

pupil's quarterly is nat a workbook but is intended to be a guide to 

Bible study for Junior childreno The workbook type of activities and 

daily Bible readings appear in Crossroads and are intended to be used 

at home follaw:i.ng the class study. Helps for teachers incJnde one 

column dealing with general topics relative to work with Juniors, an 

introduction to the unit or month's work, suggested lesson procedures 

for each class session, and suggestions for betweea-Bunday activities. 

Supplementary teaching materials suggested in the Bible School Leader 

include books, songs, flat pictures, projected materials, records, 

and miscellaneous teaching materials. It is intended that teachers 

should send letters to parents each quarter explaining the aims and 

content of the current quarter's work in the Junior class. Sample 

letters to parents appear in tl'e Bible School leader at the beginning 

of each quarter. 



CFAPl'ER ITI 

EVALUATION CF THE SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL CURRICUIDM FOR JUNIOOS 

IN TEE EVANGELICAL MISSION COVE!IANr CHURCH 

Ao Introduction 

Basic to an evaluation of the Sunday church school curriculum 

materials for Juniors in the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church for 

October 1949 to June 1951 v.en!l the investigation of the factors in the 

situation which were relevant to the formation of standards of evalua­

tion, and a first hand objective study of the curriculum materials.1 

After complet:ing this basic investigation and study ;m evaluation of 

the curriculum materials has been made. The f:irst step in this evalua-

tion was to dis cover to what extent the curriculum mterials studied 

met the standards of evaluation which have been determined by investiga-

tion of the basic factors in the situation. Furthermore, s:ince 

curriculum materials have no value unless the ideas and pr:inciples are 

transferred from print into actual experiences, 2and since one of the 

standards of evaluation for a Junior curriculum is that it be usable 

in the situation for which it was intended,3 an :investigation has been 

made to determine the use and effectiveness of the curriculum materials 

and revisions which teachers desire. For this investigation, a ques-

tionnaire was sent to each of tJ::e one hundred seventy-six churches who 

use Covenant Junior curriculum materials requesting that the teachers 

in the Junior departllBnt meet together to evaluate the Jnnior materials 

1 Cf. Ante, PP• 1-33; PP• 34-55 
2 International Council of Religious Education, Curriculum Guide, P• 24 
3 Cf. Ante, pp. 26, 28, 32 
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by means of tm questionnaire.1 A remin::ler card was sent to all 'Who 

did not reply by the date requested, i.e., March 10, 1951.2 Each 

returned questionnaire, received by March 24, was given a reference 

number, information was tabulated and analyzed, and the findings have 

been recorded on Tables 13-25 in Appendix C .3 The retume d questionnaires 

have been placed on file in the office of the Youth DeJBrtment in 

Chicago, and reports of the findings have been sent to those 'Who replied. 

B. Evaluation of the Junior Curriculum in Terms of Basic Factors 

Involved 

1. Analyzed to determine tre organizir€ principle4 

The Bible related to present-day living of Juniors is the organ-

izing principle of the Sunday church school curriculum for Juniors in 

the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church. One of the stated purposes 

of the entire three years is "to help each child discover in tre Bible 

God's message to him for his daily life.n5 The teaching aims for all 

units have been determined by first studying the Bible passage or 

story itself in its context in order to discover its central 100ssage 

and then relating that message to the needs and experiences of Juniors. 6 

Suggestions far the teacher's preparation emphasize that the first step 

in preparation for teaching is first hand study of the Bible story or 

1 Post, Appendix A, p.ll2; Post, Appendix c, Table 13, p.l39-144 
2 Post, Appendix A, p. 116 
3 Post, Appendix c, pp.l39-168 
4 cr. Ante, PP• 14-18, 31 
5 Bible School Leader, October 1949, p. 14 
6 cr. Post, pp. 6o-68 
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passage in its context.1 The Bible Book study suggested for teacher's 

background is as follows: 

Course : They Heard God Speak - Fall 1949, Winter and Spring 19502 
Genesis 
Elcodus 1-20 
Numbers (selected portions) 
Deuteronomy (selected portions) 

Course: Messengers of God -Fall 1950, Winter and Spring 19513 
Joshua 
Judges (selected portions) 
Ruth 
I and II Samuel 
I Kings 
II Kings 1-13; 22-25 
Jeremiah (selected portions) 
Daniel 1-6 
Esther 
Ezra 
Nehemiah 

The ideas that God speaks to Juniors through the Bible4 and 

that the Bible has the answer to problems and questions which a Junior 

might haveS are repeated throughrut the pupils' quarterlies. All pictures 

used in the pupils' quarterlies are photographs of Junior children of 

the present time, rather than draw.ings illustrating tb:: facts of the 

Bible story. The intention is to stre~then the feeling and idea that 

the Bible story or passage has a relation to child life now. 

1 Bible School Leader, October 191$ through June 1951 
2 Bible School Leader, October 1949, P• 21; Novenber 1949, P• 11; January 

1950, P• 9; March 1950, P• 11; April 1950, P• 9; May 1950, P• 11 
3 Bible School Leader, October 1950, p. 13; November 1950, p. 11; January 

1951, p. 11; February 1951, P• ll; March 1951, p. 11; April 19~ 
May 1951; Jum 1951 

4 They Heard God Speak, Fall19L9, inside cover, PP• 3-6, 23; Spring 1950, 
pp. 85, 87; Messengers of God, Fall 1950, P• 8; Winter 1951, P• 19; 
Spring 1951, P• 32 

5 They Heard God Speak, Fall 1949, pp. 9, 12; Winter 1950, PP• 27, 44; 
Spring 1950, pp. 59, 70; Messengers of God, Fall 1950, PP• 5, 8, 10, 
14, 15, 18, 31; Winter 1951, PPo 5, 8, 12, 15, 17 



2. Analyzed to detennine whether it is evangelical and Biblicall 

That the Sunday Church school curriculum for Juniors is evan-

gelical and biblical is reflected in the basic aims of the entire three 

year cycle;2 

11To help each child discover in the Bible God's nessage to him for 
his daily life. 

To help each child grcm in a desire to lmow Gcx:i' s Word and to read 
it thoughtfully and reverently daily. 

To guide each child toward faith in God and to accept Jesus as 
Savior and Lord. 

To train boys and girls in private and group worship. 
To help each child grow in Christian living and in an interest for 

reaching others with the gospel." 

Opportunity for personal response to God is provided through a 

time of worship or prayer, which is the climax of each teaching session.3 

The Bible is considered as the basic content of the Christian faith and 

life and for that reason an emphasi's is placed on guiding Juniors to 

discover what the Bible stories and passages teach about God, about man's 

need of God, and God's will far man.4 

3. Analyzed to determine whether it embodies objectives which con­

tribute to the general goals of Christian educationS 

The general objectives of Christian Education interpreted by the 

International Council of Religious Education for use in the Christian 

Education of children include the following headings:6 

1 Cf. Ante, PP• 18, 20, 32 
2 Bible School Leader, October 1949, p. 14 
3 Bible School Leader, October 1949 through June 1951 
4 Cf • Post, PP• 60-68 
5 cr. Ante, PP• 20, 21, 32 
6 International Council of Religious Education, Goals for Christian 

Education of Children; Cf. Ante, p. 20 
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relationship with God and ideas of God; relationship with Jesus and ideas 

of Jesus; the child and the church fellowship; the child's heritage in 

tre Bible; the child in his personal relationships, tre child in his 

social relationships. 

In order to determine whether or not the objectives of the Sunday 

church school curriculum for Juniors contribute to these general goals 

of Christian education, all the stated objectives1 have been listed on 

the following pages, 2and analyzed to discover which areas of the ge:r.eral 

goals for Christian education of children are included. In cases where 

the aim might be interpreted to include several areas, the lesson pro-

cedure has been studied in order to determine the major area intended 

for emphasis. The result of the analysis is as follows: 

Area included 
God 
Bible 
Personal relationships 
Jesus 
Social Relationships 
Church 

Number of times listed 
31 
21 
16 

9 
6 
0 

The stated teaching aims for these two years of the Sunday church school 

curriculum for Juniors do not then contribute to tbe goal releva:nt to 

the child and the church fellowship, and contribute only approximately 

one-third as much to relationship with and ideas of Jesus as to relation-

ship with and ideas of God; and approximately one-third as much to social 

relationships as to personal relationships. However, the aims analyzed 

are for only two of the three years of the Sunday church school curriculum 

for Juniors. Tre third year, based on the New Testament, ·will give atten-

tion to these areas. 

1 Bible School Leader, Octob~r 1949-June 1951 
2 Post, PP• 60-68 
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4. Analyzed to determine whether it is rich in content1 

These curriculum materials nake large use of the Bible, suggest-

ing briefly in each lesson vra.ys of usir:g it with Juniors in order to make 

the Bible ID9aningful to them. 2 Ways of helping Juniors memorize are 

frequently given and emphasize the importance of meaning and purpose 

for the child. 3 

In addition to a large use of tbe Bible including memorization, 

prints of religious art, songs, projected material, sources for stories, 

and a few books of value in increasing teaching skill and spiritual 
\ 

gro·wth have been suggested under "Hints for Teaching Junior Lessons" 

each month)~ Sources of stories of post Biblical personalities which 

have been suggested are as follows:5 

Eagle Series booklets, Roll On, Wagon Yllieels (Moffatt) 
· Get Through or Die (Livingstone) 

The Book in the-prllow (Judson) 
Egermeier, Girls 1 Stories-o'f"'Great Wo'iiien 

Boys' Stories or-Great Men 
McGavran, Far Round the Worlcr--- -

StOries of the Book of Books 
Millen, M:is sionaryHero Stories 
Rinden, Arourrl the world with the Bible 
Singspiration Sacred Records Albums 1 and 2 

Books suggested in the Bible School Leader and intended to contribute 

to the teacher's teaching skill and spiritual growth are as follows:6 

1 Cf. Ante, PP• 21, 22, 32 
2 Bible School Leader, October 1949 through June 1951 
3 Bible School Leader, October 1949, P• 20; November 1949, P• 13; 

December 1949, p. 12; January 1950, p. 11; February 1950, P• 13; 
March 1950, p. 14; May 1950, p. 11; June 1950, P• 12; December 1950, 
p. 11; January 1951, P• 13; February 1951, p. 13; March 1951, PP• 12,13 

4 Eible School Leader, October 194&-June 1951; Cf. Ante, PP• 46-50 
5 Cf. Ante, PP• 46-50 
6 Cf. Ante PP• 46-50 



Bailey, ~ Gospel in !!:!! 
Bowman, You Can Do It 
Chappell-;5ermonsonthe Lord • s Prayer 
Lobingier, Activities in Child Education 
looney, Guiding Junior Boys and Girls 
Meyer, Through the Bible Day ~ Day 
Rice, Creative Activities 

70 

Although these extra-Biblical source materials and teaching aids 

have been listed each month, teachers do not have access to these lists 

before they receive the issue of the Bible School Leader for the month 

in which the aids are to be used. Also, little is done in instruct-

ing teachers regarding how to use suCh extra materials except to indicate 

briefly where in tl:e lesson plan they may be used. At the beginning of 

each chapter, or unit of material, and in Year Two at tre beginning of 

each suggested lesson plan, a few thoughts intended to stimulate personal 

Bible study are included but these are brief. 

5. Analyzed to determine whether it is in harmony with sound educa­

tional principlesl 

Because a story is in the Bible has not been considered sufficient 

reason to include it in the teaching material for Juniors. Only such 

material as is considered to be within the interest, understanding, and 

needs of Juniors has been included. For example, many details in the 

period of the judges and kings are eliminated for they require a more 

mature understanding of the different cultures of that time and a more 

mature sense of time and space. Reference to the symbolic and abstract 

has been eliminated. Only stories and passages whose central message can 

1 cr. Ante, PP• 23-26, 32 



have msaning for Juniors in their present life eA."'Periences have been 

included.1 In other words, the developmental principle of grovrth has 

influenced the selection of Bible content. 

Although there is an evangelical tone in the lesson procedures no 

methods which force spiritual decisions are included. However, each 

lesson procedure suggests giving children opportunity to respond to 

God's message to them from the Bible, and therefore, prayer and worship 

are placed in a climactic position in the class session.2 

The importance of planning with children in pu:rposeful activity 

and carrying out such plans is recognized throughout the course.3 Each 

chapter, or unit of material, in "They Heard God Speak" and all except 

Chapters V and VIII in ''Messengers of God" suggest a simple unifying 

activity which might be planned and carried out successfully even in 

weekly thirty to forty minute teaching sessions.4 It is stated repeatedly, 

however, that ideas and plans by the children are far more ideal than 

these suggested ones. The suggested activities for extended sessions 

or between-Sunday activities include further guides to teachers in planning 

and working with children in purposeful activity. 

The importance of interest is recognized. The suggested approach 

1 Cf. Ante P• 35-41 
2 Cf. Ante, PP• 23,24 
3 Bible School Leader, October 1949 - June 1951 
4 Bible School Leader, October 1949 - June 195J; Cf. Ante, pp. 51-53 



to each lesson has as its purpose to arouse curiosity and interest and 

to stinru.late thinking toward a desired objective for that session. 

Teaching is thought of as guiding children rather than telling them.1 

All suggested lesson plans are organized so that each step prepares for 

the next and plans are made in terms of pupil reaction and activity. 

Conversing, planning, thinking, reading, listening, observing, and 

praying are the major pupil activities suggested in these lesson pro-

cedures. 

6. Analyzed to determine 'Whether it fits into the total curriculum 

of Christian Education2 

A t\vo year study of Old Testament biography and one year study 

of New Testament biography for the Junior department in the Sunday morn-

ing church school fits into tl:e total curriculum plan of the Evangelical 

1lission Covenant Church of America.3 Prior to the Junior department, 

Bible stories have been used 'With no attempt to see chronology or con-

tinuity and relationships between the Bible stories themselves. In the 

Intermediate department, Bible history as such is introduced and 

statements of faith are organized into simple creedal statements and 

affirmations, that is, a simple catechism. Therefore, building upon the 

past Sunday church school experiences and preparing for the next experiences 

in the church school, while at the same time recognizing the needs and 

abilities of Juniors, the Junior department seeks to accomplish the 

following: (1) organize these isolated parts of biographies into wholes 

1 Cf.~ Ante, pp., 00:..68' 
2 Cf. Ante, PP• 26, 32 
3 Cf. Ante, P• 14 
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and enlarge upon the child's information and appreciation of each 

biography, thus increasing his enjoyment and knowledge of the Bible 

content; (2) guide the child to see the continuity of these separate 

biographies and their relationship to one anothe:r; thus preparing for 

the introduction to Bible history; and (3) guide the child to discover, 

in a spil:"i t of devotion and obedience, the central teachings abru t 

what God is like, man's need of God, and God's will for w~ as revealed 

in these Bible stories, thus preparing him for the more formal statements 

of faith, for a deeper understanding of his relationship to God and more 

meaningful spiritual experiences. 

7. Analyzed to detennine whether it is usable in the situation for 

which it is inten:ied1 

Lesson procedures are planned for thirty to forty minute teaching 

periods, only the simple type of unifying activities are suggested and 

methods include considerable talking and quiet pursui ts2 which can be 

guided most successfully by inexperienced teachers and in situations 

'Where several classes share the SanE room. More variety of activity is 

suggested for extended sessions and betwee~·Sunday activities. An attempt 

is thus made to m9et limitations of local situations and yet provide 

suggestions for use in better equipped church schools where more time 

and facilities are provided. 

To be usable in a situation, materials must not only meet limita-

1 Cf. Ante, PP• 3-9, 26-28, 32, 33 
2 Cf. Ante, P• 73 
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tions but also meet the need for guidance in improving teaching in 

that situation. Providing for Juniors experiences of worship in a 

church group, guiding efforts to secure home and church cooperation, 

guiding activities of Juniors in the church other than in the Sunday 

church school, increasing the efficiency of teachers, and recognizing 

teacher's desires for materials which are understandable and interesting 

to Juniors, providing ample and detailed helps for teachers and vlorkbook 

materials for pupils were all discovered to be needs in the situations where 
1 

these curriculum materials are to be used. Furthermore, there is a 

need of helping teachers to see the i'Thole curriculum and to survey 

the unit and see its relationship to the whole curriculum. 2 

The Sunday church school curriculum materials for Juniors have 

met these needs to some extent but not adequately. A brief survey of 

each unit is made, but there is no clear presentation of the entire 

curriculum and the relation of each unit to the v·rhole. Suggestions 

for guiding Juniors to plan and lead a 'I'Torship service for a larger 

group occur occasionally; and letters to parents and the last page of 

Crossroads are prepared to effect home and church cooperation, but in-

sufficient space is given to a discussion of these phases of the curriculum 

materials to make teachers ai'mre of their importance. The suggestions 

for beti'reen-Sunday activities include possible i'teekday activities 

which expand the basic curriculum of the Sunday church school but they 

are inadequate in meeting the variety of weekday activities desired. 

1 Of. Ante, pp. 3-9 
2 Of. Ante, p. 28 
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Suggested methods of teaching and of preparation are included constantly 

as aids to increase teacher efficiency, but they are too brief to be 

adequate. The entire course is planned with child interest and under-

standing in mind, but more stories and illustrations are needed. Work-

book type of materials for pupils have been provided in Crossroads 

each week. 

B. Analyzed to detennine whether it provides for cooperation 

between teachers and parents1 

Homework suggestions are provi.ded in Crossroads each week and 

quarterly contact with parents by letter or other means are suggested 

each quarter. The ho:roowork is planned not as preparation for the 

following week, but to encourage use of the material studied in class 

on Sunday. There is then same provision for cooperation between home 

and church. 

9. Analyzed to determine whether it employs good style and form2 

The pupil's quarterlies are neat and attractive, use photographs 

of good quality, arrl a correct size print for Junior children. The lay-

out in the Bible School leader is pleasing, but there is no unifonnity 

in regard to the exact amount of space given to each lesson procedure. 

It would add to clarity and reading ease if a uniform pattern were 

followed, such as one page for each lesson procedure and one or two 

pages for the introduction to the month's work. 

1 Cf. Ante, PP• 33, 28 
2 Cf. Ante, PP• 29, 33 
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10. Analyzed to determine the purpose of the reading material for 

Juniors1 

The purpose of the pupil's quarterly2 is to interest Juniors in 

research in the Bible itself for t:te pu.:rpose of learnirg more about 

a question or an incident. A further purpose is to give a background 

for the Bible story and the central message, which will make it more 

interesting and understandable to a Junior. In oti:er words, the 

pu.pil 1 s quarterly is meant to be a guide to Bible study for Juniors. 

Co Evaluation of the Junior Curriculum in Terms of Church School 

Teachers• Estimates 

1. Anal~is of ti:e questiormaires 

a. Discover,r of general information3 

A questionnaire was sent to one hundred seventy-six churches, 

io e., all churches who used Covenant Junior materials in February 1951, 

requesti:r:g teachers 1 evaluations of these materials. A total of fifty­

one churches replied by March 24, 1951--forty-seven by questionnaire, 

three by letter, and one returned the questionnai~ with the explanation 

that they had used the Junior materials only one .month .. - These ~plies 

were received from churches in nineteen states, representing local 

enrolments of Juniors ranging from two to eighty pupils in a church. 

The replies reported tre evaluations of ninety-four teachers of nine 

hundred four Junior childreno These teachers indicated a preference 

1 Cf o Ante, PP• 29, 33 
2 Cf • Ante, PP• 29, 33 
3 Post, Appendix C, Table XIV, p.l45; Cf. Table XIII, PP• J39-144 



77 

for the materials of the last two quarters, i. e., October-December, 

1950 and January-March 1951. 

b. Discovery of the portions of teacher's helps which are 

read and used 

An analysis of the questionnaires revealed which of the 

printed teachers' helps were read by teachers.l Over forty of the 

forty-seven churches replying by questionnaire indicated that their 

teachers read the introduction to the Junior lesson materials for the 

month and the specific procedure suggestions for each lesson. However, 

a lesser number, thirty-five churches, i. e., seventy-four per cent, 

indicated 'that their teachers read all the Scripture background for 

preparation for teaching, and thirty-one churches, i.e., sixty-five 

per cent, read the Junior column. 2 A still smaller number, twenty­

six churches, i.eo, ,f;'$fty-five per cent of those replying, indicated 

that thell- teachers read the paragraphs entitled "Between-sunday 

activity." Fourteen churches mentioned that they provided activities 

for Juniors during the week, but only two of these indicated that they 

found the suggestions for between-sunday activity in the leader helpful) 

Teachers in twenty-one churches, i. e., forty-four per cent, read from 

the monthly church school workers' magazine, the Bible School Leader, 

portions other than the material pertaining specif:l. cally to teaching 

Juniors. 

1 Post, Appendix c, Table XVl7, p. 149 
2 Cf. Ante, P• 42 
3 Post, Appendix c, Table XIX, P• 153 
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An analysis of the questionnaires also revealed the suggested 

teaching procedures which had been tried.1 Adjusting the selection 

and amount of actual reading to the ability of the pupils was a pro-

cedure followed by teachers in forty-two churches, i. e., eighty-nine 

per ce:rrl:i. other procedures used by teachers in over half of the churches 

were tm following: 

Planning class procedure in terms of a specific aim, thirty-nine 
churches, i. e., eighty-three per cent; 
Planni,ng class procedure so that each step prepares children's 
minds and feeli~ for the next step, thirty-seven churches, i.e., 
seventy-eight per cent; 
Conversation with children as a- teaching method, thirty-five churches, 
i. e., seventy-four per cent; 
Planning class procedure so as to allow time to pass out Crossroads, 
thirty-two churches, i. e., sixty-eight per cent; 
Planning class procedure so that prayer is tm natural. climax of 
the lesson, twenty-eight churches, i. e., fifty-nine per cent. 

However, in less than half of the churches, teachen3have tried to use 

tl::e following procedures: 

Using pictures suggested, twent,r churches, i. e., forty-two per cent; 
Using a unifying activity for the chapter, seventeen churches, 
i. e., thirty-six per cent; 
Using other visual aids suggested, including blackboard and bulletin 
board, twelve churches, i. e., twenty-five per cent; 
Using the extra stories and books suggested, ten churches, i. e., 
twent,r-one per cent; 
Plannir:g with the children, eight churches, i. e., seventeen per 
cent; 
Using other activities, four churches, i. e., eight per cent. 

An analysis was made of the teachers' reascns far not using 

more of the suggested procedures in teaching.2 Fourteen questionnaires 

mentioned lack of class t:ime as the reason for not trying more of the 

1 Post, Appendix c, Table XVII, p.l50 
2 Post, Appendix C, Table XVIII, P!>• 151, 152 
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teaching procedures listed, and sixteen nentioned reasons which relate 

to lack of space, lack of equipmmt, or local church school organiza-

tion. 

c. Discovery of teachers' desires for changes or additions in 

the teachers' helps 

Thirty-three of the forty-seven churchs s reply:ing by questiormaire 

made connnents regarding changes or additions in the teachers' helps, 

or stated what portions they desired retained in their present form.1 

Twelve2 of these thirty-three churches indicated they desired all of the 

present helps retained, eleven stated that no change was necessary,3 

and only six suggested changeso4 These six made the following adverse 

criticisms of the na. terial: 

LaCk of correlation between Crossroads and the lesson; 
Lack of following through the Old Testanent stories as they occur 
in the Bible; 
Too adult; 
Too n:any le srons on one character; 
Insufficient pupil workbook material; 
Too short; 
Inadequate helps; 
lack of application. 

Tre last three criticisms, mde by three churches, are actually a desire 

fcr additional teachers' helpso A desire for additional help was 

indicated by twenty-four of the thirty-three churches who commented 

regarding changes and additions in the teachers' helps, io e., fifty .. 

per cent of the forty-seven churches replying.5 An investigation 

1 Post, Appendix c, Table XX, 4, P• 158 
2 Post, Appeniix c, Table XX, P• 155 
3 Post, Appendix C, Table XX, 4, P• 158 
4 Post, Appendix c, Table XX, lb, pp., 154, 158 
5 Post, Appendix c, Table XX, 3, 4, P• 156-158 
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of the kind of additional helps needed revealed the fact that the two 

most frequently mentioned were: more questions for the pupil 1 s book 

and for the teacher to ask the pupil; and more illustrations and 

stories.1 other kinds of help desired were the follawing:2 

Additional help on the lesson, on the Scripture and on the lesson 
background; 
Specific outline of the story; 
lengthening of the paragraph, "Conversing about the story"; 
Help in creating interest in home work; 
Lists of materials; 
Helps on planning teachers 1 meetings; 
Information about what other teachers are doing; 
More Bible verses, maps, puzzles, word definitions for the pupil; 
Colored pictures and less solid print in the quarterly; 
Bibliography for the pupil; 
Aims for the pupil. 

An analysis was also made of the co:mnents made by teachers 

regarding ways in which the curriculum materials could be of help in 

reaching the general objectives in the lives of the pupils) On two 

questionna:i.rts there were comments indicating satisfaction with the 

materials as they are, on two the comments indicated local problems 

which need solving rather than faulty curriculum materials, and seven 

desired changes in the materials. Of these seven, one requested informa-

tion about how to deal with Juniors and one requested more interesting 

pupil materials. However, five believed that a wol'kbook would aid in 

achieving the objectives. 

d. Discove:cy- of pupils' interest in materials 

Over seventy-five per cent of the churches indicated that pupils 

were interested in the following three items: reading the BibJe in 

1 Post, Appendix C, Table XX, 3, p. 156 
2 Post., Appendix c, Table XX, 3, ~. 156, 157 
3 Post., Appendix C, Table XXIV, Ill 165, 166 
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class, reading Crossroads, and reading the pupil quarterly.l 

The reading ability and understanding of the pupils was considered 

most frequently as the reason far pupils' interest or disinterest in 

reading the Bible in class or reading the quarterly. 2 Tre questionnaires 

did not request reasons for pupil interest in Crossroads but fifteen 

churches stated the:ir satisfaction with this paper or explained how 

they used it.3 

Pupil interest in daily Bible reading and in memor-.r work rated 

lowero Only twelve churches, i. e., twenty-five per cent, indicated 

that pupils were interested in daily Bible reading and twenty-five 

churches, i. e., fifty-three per cent, indicated that trere was an 

interest in memory work.4 The attitude of parents was considered by 

twelve churches as the cause of pupil interest or disinterest in daily 

Bible reading, and teachers in six churches placed the blame for pupil 

disinterest in thi..s area on themselves or the :rre.terials. Tre criticism 

of materials was that the reading is too hard and the Crossroads gets 

misplaced • .5 Thirteen churches indicated that pupils' attitudes toward 

nemory work depen:led on the teacher and the :rre.terial. However, only two 

comments were made in criticism of the naterials, namely, that there 

was an uninteresting presentation in the pupil book6, and little rela-

tionship existed between the nemory verse and the lesson. Four churches felt 

that the attitude of parents was responsible for pupils' attitudes tC7Nard 

1 Post, Appendix C, Table XXI, P• 159 
2 Post, Appendix C, Table XXli, P• 160 
3 Post, Appendix C, Table XXIII, cf. 1 and 3, P• 164 
4 Post, Appendix C, Table XXI, P• 159 
5 Post, Appendix C, Table XXII, 3, PP• 161, 162 
6 Post, Appendix C, Table :Jaq;I,4, P• 162 
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Scripture memorization. 

e. Discovery of pupUst use of naterialsl 

Pupils carry their ovm Bibles to and from church in forty-three 

of the forty-seven churches replying. Sixteen churches follcw the 

practice of keeping the pupil's quarterly in church until the end of 

the quarter, twenty-four sen:l than home with the pupils each Sunday, 

and seven use both procedures. In forty-four churches the pupils 

take their Crossroads home each Sunday, but in only four do they keep 

them in notebooks. 

f. Discovery of extent to which objectives have been reached 

in pupils 1 lives2 

A tabulation was made of the teachers' checks on the questionnaires 

vmich indicated their est:i.nates of whether the general objectives had 

been reached in the lives of all, most, a few, or none of the pupils. 

This tabulation revealed the follow.ing facts: From fifty-one per cent 

to seventy-five per cent of tre churches felt that all or most of the 

pupils showed growing interest in and knowledge of the Bible biographies, 

a growi:q; skill in fin:ling the books of the Old Testa.n:ent, and a growth 

in attitudes and habits of prayer and reverence. From twenty-five per 

cent to fifty per cent of the churches felt that all or most of the 

pupils indicated a growing ability to see the continuity of the Bible 

biographies, changes toward more Christ-like conduct, growth in ability 

to use the Bible as a guide to faith and conduct; an experience of 

1 Post, Appendix C, Table XXI, 2, P• 159 
2 Post, Appendix c, Table XXI, 3, P• 159 
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receiving Christ as Savior, and rremorization of the suggested p:~.ssages 

of Scripture • less tha..l1 tvrenty per cent of the cJ:ru.rche s felt that 

all or most of the pupils had acquired habits of daily Bible readmg o 

g. Discovery of parents' reactions to materials1 

Of t!:e thirty-four churches who checked whether or not they 

informed parents regard:ing the purpose and content of the Junior lessons 

e~ch quarter, only f:ii'teen, io e., thirty-two per cent of the forty-

seven churches replying by questionnaire, checked the question affirm-

atively. On two questionnaires the desire for a workbook is given as 

a reaction of parents, on one the desire that pupil books be dated is 

indicated, and on one the opinion is stated that the selection of 

memory verses and the presentation is poor.2 

2. Evaluation of tl::e find:ings on the questionnaires 

ao Relative to general infornation discovered3 

Although the returned questionnaires included the estimates of 

teachers from only twenty-one per cent of ihe churches using the Covenant 

Junior curriculum naterials, they are a eros s section of teacher opinion 

and evaluation since tl::ey do represent churches whose enrolnents range 

from two to eight.y and churches located in nineteen states in the 

East, West and Central areas.4 

It was discovered that teachers indicated a preference for the 

last two quarters, i. e., the seoond year materials. Since fue second 

1 Post, Appendix C, Table XXV, PP• 16 7, 168 
2 Post, Appendix c, Table XXV, pp. 167, 168; Cf. reference numbers 

37, 11, 41, 15 on PP• 167, 168, Table XXV 
3 Cf. Ante, p. 76 
4 Cf. Post, Appendix C, Table XIV, p. 145 
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year materials differ from the first year in tre page arrangements in 

the pupil's quarterly1 and in the way attention is called to each 

lesson ratmr than to the unit pr:i.m.arily in the teachers' helps, 2 

it appears that teacrers prefer this arrangement of materials. 

bo Rela. tive to ure and effectiveness of the materials3 

The analysis of the questionnaires on which teachers of Juniors 

evaluated tte Covenant curriculum materials for the Sunday church school 

has revealed .which ideas and principles have been transferred from 

print into actual experiences, and which ones need more emphasis or 

clarification. 

Although most teachers read the materials under the headirg s, 

"Introduction" and "Specific Procedure, 11 in the BibJe School leader, 

not all have tried to use the suggested teaching procedures. The 

principle reasons stated for not trying more of the suggested methods 

were lack of class time and lack of space, equipmmt, and proper local 

church school organization. Since the materials are pla.nned for thirty 

to forty minute teaching periods and suggest teaching methods which 

can be utilized in situations where several classes share tm same 

room,4 it appears that the teacher's helps have failed to clarify 

sufficiently how to use tine most effectively and how to adapt procedures 

to specific situations. 

Since only slightly more than half of the teachers, it was 

1 Cfo Ante, Po 44 
2 cr. Ante, p. 43 
B Cf. Ante, pp. 77-79, 80-82, 83 
4 cr. Ante, P• 73 
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discovered, read the Junior column, the principles and ideas regarding 

practical teaching problems1 and home and church cooperation are not 

beirg transferred into actual experience. In fact, it was further 

discovered, that few churches inform parents of the purpose and conlient 

of the Junior department of the church. Yet, hoiiE and church coopera-

ation is a need in local churches and provision is made for it :in the 

curriculum ma.terials.2 It was also discovered that the suggestions 

for betvreen..Sunday activities for Juniors are not used. Yet, scm 

churches do plan weekday activities for Juniors and need guidance in 

that area.3 Furthermore, it is in the paragrfhs, "Between-sunday 

activities", that the suggestions occur for supplementary materials 

and actiV.ities4 intended to stimulate the more experienced and creative 

teachers and provide an enriched contenli .5 

A further discovery was that only three-fourths of the teachers 

read all the Scripture background suggested as preparation for teaching. 

Yet, the following have been found to be true: A major theological 

principle in the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church is the supremacy 

of the Bible with emphasis upon the Bible as the guide to faith and 

action. 6 The organizing principle of a curriculum of Christian education 

in tm Eva~elical Mission Covenant Church is the Bible related to life. 7 

1 Cf. Ante, P• 42 
2 Cfo Ante, P• 5, 28, 33, 42, 45, 54 
3 Ante, PP• 6, 28, 33 
4 Ante, PP• 46-50 
5 Cf. Ante, pp. 21, 22, 27, 32 
6 Cf. Ante, P• 11 
7 Cf. Ante , pp. 15-18 
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A need of teachers is inspiration, for only lives that have been 

mewed by tre joy of discovering God's message can stir others.1 

Pupil interest is an important factor in teaching naterials 

which are in harmony with sound educational principles, 2 and therefore 

the extent to which pupils are interested is om :indication of the 

effectiveness of the curriculum materials. Since, it was discovered, 

the pupils in over seventy-five per cent of the churches are interested 

in reading the Bible in class, reading their quarterly and their weekly 

paper, Crossroads, and sime adjusting the selection and amount of 

actual reading to the ability of the pupils w.as a procedure followed 

by most teachers,3 it appears that these pupil materials and the 

teaching suggestions relative to their use are satisfactory and need 

no revision, other than the page arrangemmt indicated above.4 

However, pupil interest in daily Bible reading and memory work were 

discovered to be low. Although the major cause of pupils r disinterest 

in daily Bible reading was considered qy teachers to be the attitude 

of parents, parents are not infonned about the purposes and content 

of the Junior lessons as suggested in ~he mterials. Furthermore, 

although the major cause of wpils 1 disinterest in memory wolk was 

considered by teachers to be their teaching procedure, suggested methods 

of teaching procedure have not been followed. It awears then, that 

the suggestions already provided for affecti~ home and church coopera-

1 Ante, P• 28 
2 Cfo Ante, PP• 25, 26, 32 
3 Ante,pp. 7~ 78 
4 Ante ,pp. 83 , 84 
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tion and for methods of' teaching memory work have not been transferred 

from print into actual experience. 

Since the disoovery of' the extent to 'Which objectives have been 

reached in pupils 1 lives is based on teachers' estina tes only and no 

tests or standards for teachers' observation of' pupils were used, the 

f'ind:ings can not be considered accurate. However, the follow.i..ng 

teachers' estimates regarding the objectives Which were most inadequately 

reached can be compared with the nethods of' teaching used: Less than 

fifty p:lr cent of' the churches felt that all or most of' their pupils 

indicated a growing ability to see tre continuity of' the Bible biographies, 

and, likewise, less tran fifty per cent of' the churches have tried 

using a unified activity f'0r each unito 1 Less than fifty per cent of' 

tm churches indicated that all or :m:>st of' their pupils had memorized 

the suggested Bible passages, and likewise, approximately fifty per 

cent felt that pupils were not interested in memory worl<:, and less 

than fifty per cent had attempted to use visual aids or activities 

suggested as teaching methods. 2 Less than twenty per cent of the 

churches felt that all or most of their pupils had acquired habits of 

daily Bible reading, and likewise, only twenty-five per cent of' the 

churches indicated that pupils were interested in daily Bible reading.3 

Less than fifty per cent of' the churches were able to indicate that 

their pupils show·ed evidence of cha:q;es toward more Christ-like con:iuct, 

1 Ante, PP• 77-79 
2 Ante, PP• 77-79 
3 Ante, PP• 80-82 
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showed evidence of a growing ability to use the Bible as a guide to 

faith and conduct, or showed evidence of receiving Christ as Savior, 

and likewise, less than fifty per cent indicated that parents had 

been informed abrut such objectives of the Junior department of t:t:e 

church.1 Since there is a relationship between objectives reached 

and methods used, and since many of fue methods and principles of 

procedure suggested for iroreasing the effectiveness of teaching have 

not been used, it appears that the curriculum materials have not 

emphasized sufficiently this relationship nor created a desire on the 

part of teachers to use tl:e methods and principles suggested. 

c. Relative to teachers' desires for revisions2 

The analysis of the questionnaires revealed that although few 

changes in the Junior curriculum materials were indicated, fifty-one 

per cent of those replying to the questionnaires desired additional 

teachers' helps, particularly more questions to ask pupils which would 

be printed both in the pupil t s quarterly and in the teacher's helps, 

and more stories and illustrations. The desire for a pupil's workbook 

. was indicated as the desire of five teachers and of two parents. 

Since only seven questionnaires, then, indicated a desire for a pupil 1 s 

workbook, and since tl:e weekly paper, Crossroads, does include this 

type of activity, it appears that the materials have failed to clarify 

tre pu:tpose and use of Crossroads. From the list of changes teachers 

desire the following items which occur only once each are nevertreless 

1 Ante, P• 83; Cf. Ante,Pp. 56, 58 
2 Cf. Ante, pp. 79, 80, 83 



constructive suggestions: 

Helps on planning teachers' IOOeting s; 
Infor.mation about what other teachers are doing; 
Lists of materials; · 
Aims for tl'e pupil.l 

'D. Summary 
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The organizing ~inciple of these Junior curriculum materials 

was found to be the Bible related to the needs and experiences of 

Juniors. They are therefore evangelical as well as Biblicalo The 

materials contribute to the general goa:IB of Christian education.· 

Teaching aims relative to relationship to and ideas of God, relative 

to the Bible, and relative to personal relationships, it was discovered, 

are most frequent. Hovfever, the third year, with a basic New Testament 

content, is expected to contribute in a major way to the goals relative 

to ideas of and relation to Jesus, social relationships, and the 

church. The materials are in harmony with sound educational principles, 

enbodying particularly the principles of growth and readiness both in 

selection of content and in suggested teaching methods; recognizing 

the importance of interest and activity; and emphasizing purposeful 

activity as a basic factor in learning. The materials fit into the 

total curriculum of Christian education in the Evangelical Mission 

Covenant Church. The printed na terials are in good style and form and 

there is evid.Bnce of a worthy purpose for the reading material provided 

for the children. 

1 Ante, P• 80 
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Certain weaknesses have, however, been discovered. Although 

the teachers 1 helps were seen to rention a considerable amount of good 

supplementary materials, little instruction is given regarding how to 

use such material, and no lists of such materials appear in organized 

and clear form in advance. Furthermore, althou~ the materials do 

contribute to comprehensiveness, balance, and sequence in the total 

curriculum of the church, there is no clear presentation of the whole 

curriculum and the relationship of each unit w the whole. 

Furthermore, although the materials are planned to meet the 

limitations and needs of local situations, they are hardly ample or 

inclusive enough to be a :neans of improving situations an~ giving 

adequate guidance to teachers. For example, it was discovered that 

teachers have not tried using many of tlx=! suggested procedures because 

they feel the lack of class time and limited facilities make it 

impossible. The materials evidently have not then discussed adequately 

how to use time effectively and how to adapt sound teaching principles 

to local situations. It was further seen that trere is insufficient 

discussion of worship experiences for Juniors in the church group, 

prOblems in weekday activities an:l clubs, ways of effecting home and 

church cooperation, teaching :nethods, and teacher preparation. More 

stories and illustrations are needed to aid teachers in increasing 

pupil interest and understanding of the Bible 's message to them. That 

discus sian of such areas is inadequate was evident in the analysis and 

evaluation of church school teachers' estimates of the materials. 

It was discovered that teachers do not fin:l the suggestions for 

between-sunday activities helpful. The fact that teachers have not 
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followed the suggestions for effecting holl)3 and church cooperation, 

that there is a lack of pupil interest in memorizing Bible passages 

and in daily Bible reading, and that teaching objectives have not been 

reached as extensively as desirable indicate the need for more and 

better presentation and discussion of teaching methods, principles, 

and objectives. The desire far a workbook indicates that the purpose 

and use of the workbook type of material in the pupils' weekly paper, 

Crossroads, has not been sufficiently explained. Tle fact that teachers 

do not study all the Scripture backgroun:l in preparation is evidence 

that more inspiring and helpful guidance is needed in that area. Finally, 

teachers have asked for more helps, specifically more stories and 

illustrations, arrl more questions to ask pupils in order to stimulate 

their thinking and conversation. 

Although the lay-out in the church school workers 1 magazine, the 

Bible School Leader, is neat and easily read, it was ement tmt there 

is lack of uniformity with regard to the amount of space allowed for 

each lesson, a fact which may cause confusion in the minds of some 

readers. It was also discovered that teachers prefer the page arrange­

ments followed in the pupil quarterly and the teacher's helps during 

the second year beginning with tre fall 1950 quartero Finally, it was 

discovered that teachers do not read all the teacher's helps, particularly 

not the Junior column and the "between-sunday activities", and therefore 

miss sone of the principles and ideas presented regarding practical 

teaching problems, home and church cooperation, and supplementary 

materials and activities. 



. SUMMJI.RY AND CONCLUSION 

The purpose of this stuqr has been to evaluate the curriculum 

materials for the Junior department of the ]Nangelical Mission Covenant 

Church for 1949-1951 in order to determine revisions which are necessary 

before the materials are used again in 1952-54. However, preliminary 

to an evaluation of these curriculum materials an investigation was made 

of the basic !acton; in the situation and the Junior curriculum materials 

for 1949-1951 were studiedo The investigation of the basic factors 

included discovering the needs of local church schools, the theological 

princjple s of the denomination, the decisions of the Board of Youth 

Work relative to a curriculum of Christian Education in the Evangelical 

Mission Covenant Church, and the objectives and principles of a curriculum 

for Juniors in the church which are generally accepted by Christian 

educatorso Based upon the results of this investigation, standards of 

evaluation for the curriculum materials for the Junior depart~nt were 

established. The curriculum materials were studied and a conspectus 

of the materials was pre~d including the following items: a survey 

of the content in chart form, a description of the printed materials 

provided, and a list of other materials suggested. 

The curriculum materials were then evaluated, first, in tenn.s 

of the standards of evaluation which had been establishedo Since one 

of the standards of evaluation is that naterials shall be usable in the 

situations for vmich they are intended, and since no materials are of 

value as guides in Christian education unless the principles and ideas 

presented are transferred from print into experience, the curriculum 

materials were also evaluated in tenns of church school teachers' estinates. 
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Primarily, the basic weaknesses discovered through the evaluation 

were: f:ir st, the lack of ample and effective discussion of certain 

vi tal problems and methods of procedure and the lack of sufficient 

quantity of stories, illustrations, and questions which help teachers 

stimlate pupils' thinking and conversation; second, the lack of a 

clear and graphic way of listing in advance the supplementary materials, 

and of keeping constantly before teachers a view of the whole curriculum, 

teaching naterials, objectives, and content, rather than merely one 

month's Sunday lesson mterials; and third, the lack of an arrangement 

of material which will meet tm de s:ire of teachers and appeal to 

teachers sufficiently to be read by tmm. 

In ccnclu si.on, since the curriculum materials for the Junior 

dep3.rtment of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church were evaluated 

in order to determine changes which need to be made when the materials 

are used again, the following specific suggestions are given to seek 

to remedy the weaknesses which were revealed through the evaluation: 

1. Increase the amount of teachers 1 helps in the Bible School leader 

so that there is one complete page for each lesson in addition to two 

pages for the introduction to the month's work. In this additional 

space for each lesson,explain more fully the teaching procedures and 

how to adapt them to local limitations, ard include more questions and 

illustrations. In the in:t.rod:uction, in addition to surveying the 

month's lessons for Sunday classes and providing more guidance for 

teacher's preparatory Bible study, including the use of charts to 

clarify the historical setting and thought development, consider the 

following as often as possible: problems now discussed in the Junior 



column elsewhere in the magazine; principles and procedures with 

Junior clubs, choirs, and other areas of the church's ministry to 

Juniors; problems of church and home cooperation; ways of providing 

worship experiences for Juniors; discussions of other methods of 

effective teaching; and reports of what other teachers are doing. 

2. Provide a supplementary pamphlet to include the following: 

a. A chart of the entire curriculum of the Evangelical Mission 
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Covenant Church showing how the Junior departm:mt curriculum relates 

to the whole curriculum of Christian education in the church. 

b. A list of the general objectives of Christian education in tm 

church and the specific objectives for the Junior department. 

Co A chart showing the content of the Sunday church school currie-

ulum for Juniors for the three year cycle, followir.g the pattern 

of the cmrt prepared for this study, but including also the central 

ideas in each unit of Bible study.1 Include also a statement 

explaining the unit arrangenent and the correlation of the remory 

passage and stating the reasons for this procedure. 

d. A list of all basic and supplementary naterials, including 

sources, for the three year cycle, 2 and brief statements regarding 

the use of the Bible with Juniors, the purpose and use of the 

pupil's quarterly, the PJ.rpose and use of Crossroads and how it 

correlates with the lessons and the reasons for this procedure. 

e. A list of the suggested unifying activities3 for each unit for 

1 Cf. Ante, PP• 35-41 
2 Cf. Ante, PP• 46-51 
3 Cf. Ante, PP• 52, 53 
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the three year cycle and a brief statement explaining the procedures 

and importance of such activities. 

f. Suggestions for profitable teachers' neetings. 

3. Change the arrangement of printed materials as follows: 

a. Rewrite the pupils' quarterlies for Year One following the 

form of the quarterlies for Year Two. Insert in each quarterly 

for both years a list of pupil's object~ves or achievenents for 

the quarter, which restate the major teachers 1 objectives in the 

language of Jlllliors. At the top of each lesson in tm pupil's 

quarterly print the reference to the entire memory selection for 

the llllit rather than only one verse from it. 

b. Unite the Junior column and the teaching hints for the Junior 

lessons in the Bible School leader llllder one heading such as, 

"Guiding Juniors in the Church." 

c. Change the paragraph, 11Between-8unday Activities" to "Supple­

mentary Suggestionsy but include similar material. 

d. Include a letter to parents printed on lighter grade paper 

but bound into the pupil's quarterly in such a way that it can be 

removed for mailing if desired. 

4. Prepare a set of slides which will show through photographs and 

the accompanying script, the use of principles, methods, and 

materials in the Christian education of Juniors in the church. 

Make duplicates of this set available for rental by local churches. 
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Shields, Elizabeth, Music in tm Religious Growth of Children. 
Abingdon Cokesbu.ry, 1943 - -
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Skinner, :Mary, Children 1 s Work in t:b.e Church., Abingdon Cokesbury, 1932 

Sw.ith, Jean Louise, Great Art and Children 1 s WorshiJ?• Abingdon Cokes-
bury, 1948 - --

Smith, Una R.,, Junior Department of the Church School. Abingdon 
Cokesbury, 1934 - --

Smither, Ethel L., The Use of the Bible vd.th Children. Abingdon 
Cokesbury, 1937--- -- --

Vieth, Paul H., The Church ~ Christian Education. Bethany Press, 1947 

Whitehouse, Elizabeth, Ol?ening the Bible to Children. D. Appleton­
Century Co., 1945 

Pamphlets and mimeographed materials 

Henderlite, Racl~l, The Need for Theology in Religious Education. 
General Assembly 1 s Training School, "1913 (Presbyterian U.S.) 

International Council of Religious Education (now division of 
Christian Education) 
Catalog of Publications, 1949-50 
Children in the Congregation, 1942 
Christian Education Bibliography, 1937-1941 
Christian Education Bibliography, 1949 
The Curriculum Guide, revised, 1950 
Evangelism of Children, 1942 
Goals for the Christian Education of Children, 1945 
Organization and Administration of Christian Education, 

Book 6, 1935 
Study of Christian Education, ~946-47, Studies I t:b.rough VIII 

bartin, Florence, wben They Are Nine to Eleven. Board of Christian 
Education of ~resbyterian-GEurch u.s.A., 1950 

Rosser, Pearl, Your Child Grows Toi'l'ard God. Judson Press, 1941+ 

Schisler, John Q., A Program of Evangelism in the Church School. 
Methodist Publislnng House, 1941 --

Y!elker, Edith F., The Church at Work ·with Junior Children. 
Methodist Publishing House, 1949 --
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c. w~terials pertaining to the field of general education 

Gessell, Arnold Lucius and Ilg, The Child from Five to Ten. 
Harper, 19h6 - - - --

Gwynn, John Minor, Curriculura Principles and Social Trends. 
Macmillan, 19h3 

National Education Association, ~~Better Teaching, 19h9 Yearbook 
of the Association for Supervision and Cill!' riculum Development 

Strateme)~r, Florence, and others, Developing a Curriculum for 
:rlodern Living. Teachers College, Columbia"; 1947 
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EXCERPI' FROM LETTER FRON TEE EXECUTIV.Ji; SECRETARY OF THE YOUTH DEPA._'R.TMENT 
P.EGARDING TElESIS RESEAB.CE THROUGH QUESTIONNAIRES 

I~ss 1~rgaret Gothberg 
235 East 49th Street 
New York 17, New York 

Dear Miss Gothberg: 

April 7, 1949 

In my letter of yesterday I promised to write you again regarding , 
your proposed thesis research. I have gone over your proposal and I 
think that you would be 1'r.i.se in not attempting to serrl the questionnaire 
to all of our conferences, but rather to three. This then would be a 
11 sampling11 • I would suggest the follovving conferences: The North Pacific, 
where you are personally 1'rell acquainted, The Eastern Missionary Associa­
tion, where you ·would have the close cooperation of tte superintendent, 
Louis Person, and the conference worker, Mildred Johnson, and th:m our 
Central Conference. This would :rrean that you would sample one conference 
on the Pacific Coast, one along the Atlantic Seaboard, and the third an 
Inland Conference. It vrould be possible, I think, with a close follow-up 
to get a response from at least 75% of the schools, perhaps more. 

You may feel free to make use of the Covenant office as your w~il­
ing address. We are a bit crowded as to clerical work because of some 
of the reports we must get ready, so I would suggest that you h~ve that 
taken care of in the East. Our department will be glad to pay you for the 
postage since we, too, would benefit from it. Under separate cover, we 
are mailing you a copy of the Year Book. I would suggest, however, that 
you get the E.M.A. Annual for the addresses of the Sunday school workers 
on your Eastern f:i.B ld. 

Our experience in our depart:rrent has been that you get no better 
response to questionnaires if you enclose stamped envelopes. We have 
tried both ways. Then, too, I am "'.vondering if it might not be well to 
work through the SUQerintendents of the districts. Since o. B. Olson left 
our conference we have no such official here but our office can probably 
lend you whatever assistance you may need. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) 

Peter P. Person 
Executive Secretary 



COPY OF IETTER SENT TO THE NORTH PACIFIC DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 

Rev. Carl H. Peterson 
2403 N. 41st Street 
Seattle 3, Washington 

Dear Rev. Peterson: 

April 12, 1949 
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May I have your pennission to send the inclosed questionnaire and 
Jetter to the Sunday School superintendents in the North Pacific 
district? As you know, the new Junior Sunday school course, which I 
have been asked to write, begins this October. I feel tre need of 
working together with those who are actually teaching Junior boys and 
girls in order to provide materials and suggestions which will both 
help and inspire teachers to meet effectively the spiritual needs 
of Juniors. Any suggestions from you personally would be much appre­
ciated. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Margaret Gothberg 
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REPLY FROM THE NORTH PACIFIC DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 

April 15, 195 9 

Dear Miss Gothberg: 

You most certainly have my permission to contact the teachers 
in our district who are teaching our Junior boys and girls. I am 
wondering if you have an up-to-date list of our superintendents. If 
not, I believe Miss Ann Iofstrom, Secretary of our Sunday School 
Association has one. At least she mentioned to me at the annual 
conference at Highland that she :in tended to compile such a list. The 
last Covenant Year Book is not up-to-date now. I know we have had 
some changes on our district. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Yours in Christ, 

(Signed) Carl H. Peterson 



COPY OF LETTER SENT TO THE SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKER 

Miss Mildred Johnson 
20 Brownell Avenue 
Hartford, Connecticut 

Dear Mildred: 

IN THE EASTERN CONFERENCE 

The Biblical Seminary 
235 East 49th Street 
New Yo:rk 17, New Yar k 
April 12, l9l0 
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Solll3 tm ago I spoke to Dr. L. Person about my need of knowing 
what Sunday School teachers desire in the way of Sunday School materials 
for Juniors. He suggested that I send out a questionnaire to find out, 
and both he and Dr. Peter Person suggested that I first get in touch 
with you. 

Inclosed is a copy of tre proposed questionnaire and letter to go 
to Sunday schools. Would you recommend that I send this out to Sunday 
Schools in the ·East Coast district? • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Margaret Gothberg 



COPY OF THE REPLY FRCM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKER 

TI~ THE EASTERN CONFERENCE 

April 15', 1949 

Dear Margaret: 

Thank you for your letter of April 12th. Yes, indeed, I think 
you should send this letter and questionnaire to our Sunday School 
Superintendents. I am inclosing the list from our year book, and 
have marked out sorre that have changed. • • • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sincerely, 

(Signed) :Mildred 
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COVER lETTER IJ'JHICH ACCmlPANIED THE QUESTIONNA.IRTIS 
TO SlJPERINTENDENTS A~ID TE.li.CH&l:(S OF JUNIOES IN ALL CHURCH SCHOOlS 
IN THE EAST, CENTRAL, Af.ID NORTH PACIFIC CONFER!!:IIJCE, SPRING, 1949 

Dear Sunday School Worker: 

Miss :Margaret Gothberg, a graduate student at New York Biblical 
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Seminary, is conducting a stu~r of current practices in Covenant Churches 

concerning Juniors (9, 10, 11 years of age). S:ince she is preparing the 

Jtunior lesson~ for the new Covenant graded Sunday school curriculum, 

you vr.i.ll be rendering her and ot'.r Covenant Youth Department valuable 

assistance if you will give the information requested. 

The Covenant Youth Department heartily approves this research pro-

ject and suggests that you fill out 2nd mail the questionnaires as soon 

as possible. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) 

Peter P. Person 
Executive Secretary 
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QUESTIONNAIRE TO SUl\IDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS 
TO ALL CHURCH SCHOOlS IN THE EAST, CENTRAL, P.JIJD NORTH PACIFIC CONFERENCES 

SPRD~G, 1949 

Dear Sunday School Superintendent: 
Your reply to the follm,r.Lng questions will be helpful in the prepara­

tion of the new Covenant Junior Sunday School materials. Please fill out 
this questionnaire and mail before June 15, 191S to Miss :Margaret Gothberg, 
c/o Covenant Youth Department, 5101 N. Fra11 cisco Avenue, Chicago 25, 
Illinois. Thank you for sharing li1 this project. 

1. Name and address of your church? 

2. Number of juniors (9,10,11 year olds) in your Sunday School? ----Length of the worship or assembly period on Sunday morning? 
Length of the class teaching session? -----

3. What does your church do to guide the spiritual growth of its Junior 
boys and girls in addition to providing a Sunday morning session in 
Sunday School--
a. 1Vhat provision is made for the Juniors to have real experiences 

in vwrship as a church group: 

Do you conduct a chilch~en' s church that includes Juniors? ___ _ 

Do your Juniors attend the adult worship service?___ If so, is 
soTie part of the service pla~11.ed for them? _____ 

b. lffuat is dore to secure hone cooperation? 

c. Vihat activities such as choir, clubs, recreation, etc., do you 
provide for your Juniors? 

4. 'l>Vhat Sunday School papers do you give to your Juniors? Please give 
name and publisher. 

5. Do you have regular teachers 1 meetings? ___ _ 

Vlhat efforts are you making to increase the efficiency of your 
teachers? 
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QUESTIONI'JA.IF.E TO TEACHERS OF JUNIORS 
TO ALL CHURCH SCHOOlS IN THE Ef'-..ST, CEI'ITRAL, AND NORTH PACIFIC CONFSRENCES 

SPRING, 1949 

Dear Teacher of Junior (9-10-11 years) Children: 
Your com:rrents and suggestions on this question.11aire vrill be helpful in 

the preparation of tre new Cov·em:nt Junior Sunday School materials. 
Please fill out this questionnaire and return it to your superintendent 
before June 15, 1949, or mail directly to Miss ¥1argaret Gothberg, 
c/o Covenant Youth Department, 5101 N. Francisco Avenue, Chicago 25, Ill. 
Thank you for sharing in this project. 

1. Narr.e and address of your church? 

2. ~ifaterials you now u·se in your Junior Sunday School class: 
a. Please give title and publisher of this material.--

b. Is the Bible material chosen suited to your group? 
c. Is the material related to the children's everyda-y~e~xp-erience? 
d. Have your children evidenced interest in it? -

3. Please indicate what you like and what you do not like about this 
material which you novr use., If you wish to make more detailed com­
ments than this space provides, you are encouraged to do soo 

. . 
Content: 

IThat I Like About The 
: Material I Am Now Using : 

"' •· 
(i.e., choice : 
of topics 
and Scrip­
ture) 

Teacher's 
helps and 
suggestions 

Materials for 
the pupil 

. . 

. . ' 

.. . 

•· •· 

'What I Do Not Like 
About It 

. . 

4. vVhat kin:::l. of help would you desire to receive through the Junior depart­
ment of the new Sunday School workers' magazine which will appear in 
September? 
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POOT CARD SEI'-JT TO LOCAL CHURCH SCHOOIS 

July 2, 1949 

Dear Sunday School Superintendent: 

The questionnaires which were sent to you last May have not 
reached me as yet. Because they will be a great help in the prepara­
tion of the new Junior Sunday School materials as well as in a research 
project, I am sending this reminder. 

Thanking you for your help and suggestions. 

Sincerely yours, 
Margaret Gothberg 
c/o Covenant Youth Department 
5101 N. Francisco Avenue 
Chicago 25, Illinois 



COVER lETTER YfHICH ACC aviPAI>JIED THE QUESTIONNAIRES 
REQUESTING TEACHF...Jl!S EVALUATION OF .nJNIOR CURRICUDJM 

1951 

February 15, 1951 

ATTE1~ION: Teachers of Juniors in Sunday School 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
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Th9 Lord has given to us a vitally important task--to teach boys 
ac'1d girls who are nine, ten, and eleven years of age, pointing them to 
Christ and guiding them to know His "Tfdll for them. It is our concern 
to teach tm Bible in such a way that it becomes vi tal in every Junior's 
experience, and to help each Junior learn to use the Bible as a guide 
to faith and conduct. 

Tm lesson materials are meant to be guides and aids to the teacher 
in this task. As we work together vre can improve t..1.ese aids and make 
our teaching in each local church more effective. Genuine evaluations 
of the new Junior Sunday School rrr:tterials are needed. ·will you please 
help in this evaluation? Call a meeting of all viho teach Juniors in 
your church, who are using the new Covenant Junior Im terials, and together 
ta]J( over each item on the inclosed evaluation sheets, and check as re­
quested. Return your evaluation to us before N".larch 10, 1951. Your 
thoughtful evaluation and cooperation vdll be valuable in revising this 
Junior course in order to ma.ke it a more effective aid to teaching. 
1fuen all the evaluations have been received in this office we will 
tabulate tre results and send the report to the person whom you desig­
nate as the one to receive the report. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) 

:rr~rgaret Gothberg 
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QUESTIONNAIRE SENT TO ALL CHURCH SCHOOLS USHD THE COVENANT JUNIOR CUR­
RICULUl.'I M'l. TERIAIS, 19.51 

A:N EVALUATION OF THE CCNE:-TANT JUNIOR SUNDAY SCHCDL MA.TERIALS 
FROM OCTOBER l9h9 TO FEBRUARY 19.51 

School Number Juniors enrolled -----
Number of teachers making this evaluation -------

you have used the materials: Please check which quarters 
Oct.-Nov.-Dec., 1949 
Jan.-Feb.-l~ch, 195~0~----

Oct.-Nov.-Dec., 19.50 
Jan.-Feb.-V~nch, 195~1-----

Apr.-May-June, 19.50 
July-Aug.-Sept., 19""'5.,.0 __ _ 

Which quarters did you like the best? 
Why? 

'Which quarters did you like the least? 
~fuy? ------------------------------

Name and address of person to whom the report of the fmdings of this 
questionnaire should be sent: 

Reactions of Teachers 

1. Check on the blanks the portions you as teachers read from the Leader 
each month. 
TEA.CHING HI:F!TS FOR JUNIOR LESSO:NS 

a.. All the Scripture suggested for teacrer 1 s background 
b. Introduction to the lesson m'3.terial for the month -
c. Paragraphs under the topic, II Between-Sunday activi tie s11 ---d. The specific procedure suggestions for each lesson 

SUNDA.Y SCHOOL DEPARTMENTS 
e. Tbe Junior column 

OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ffii,.,...,I\D=E=R,....,NOT SPECIFICALLY PERTAINING TO JillJIORS 
f. Indicate which portions you read regularly: 

2. Check on the blanks the procedures you as teachers have tried to use 
at some time during the year. 
a. The unifying activities usually suggested for each chapter 
b. Planning with the child.J:'?n how to study a new chapter and arriv-

ing at a purpose and plan of procedure ____ _ 
c. Conversation vnth children as a teaching method 
d. Planning class procedure so that each step prepares children 1 s 

minds and feeling for the next step in the lesson_ 
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QUESTIONNAIRE SENT TO ALL CHURCH SCECOIS 1BI1il} THE COVENAl\TT JUNIOR 
CURRICUWM MATERIAlS, 19.51, continued 

e. Planning class procedure so that prayer tiiiB is the natural 
climax of the lesson 

f. Planning the entire class procedure in terms of a specific aim 

g. Adjusting the selection and amount of actual reading to the 
ability of the pupils __ 

h. Planning class procedure so as to allow time to pass out 
Crossroads and encourage hom Bible reading 

i. Using the pictures suggested --
j. _Using other visual aids suggested for use with the blackboard 

and bulleti..'1 board, or other visual aids 
k. Using the extra stories and books sugges~ 
1. other activities suggested in "Between Sunday Activities 11 and 

occasionally in the specific lesson procedure 
},~ntion what you have used: ---

If there are som of the above list of procedures which you have 
not tried, give reasons why you have not found. it advisable to 
try them: 

3. If you have met with Juniors between Sundays or for an extended 
session on Sundays, have any of the suggestions for "Between Sunday 
Activities 11 been helpful to you? Yes No 
Indicate which ones and what type of activitieswere provided for 
Juniors in addition to the regular Sunday morning class: 

4. What changes would you desire made in the teacher 1 s helps? 

,5. vThat parts of the teacher's helps do you particularly desire 
retained? 

6. What additional helps for teachers do you feel are needed? 
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~UESTIONNAIRE SENT TO ALL CHURCH SCHOOlS USUJG THE COVENANT JUNIOR 
CURRICULUM MATERIAlS, 19.51, contmued 

Reactions of Pupils 

Place a check on the blank indicating the correct response. 

1. wnat is the general reaction of pupils to each of the follmving: 
a. Reading the Bible in class--interested disinterested 

Give reasons for pupil reaction: --

b. Reading the pupil's quarterly--interested disinterested 
Give reasons for pupil reaction: --

c. Daily Bible reading at home--interested disinterested 
Give reasons for pupil reaction: 

d. Memory work--interested disinterested 
Give reasons for pupil reaction: 

e. Crossword puzzles, blanks, etc., in Crossroads-
interested disinterested 

2. What do pupils do w'i th tl:eir materials--
a. Carry their own Bibles to and from church 
b. Keep pupil quarterlies in church until the end of the quarter ___ ; 

or take their quarterlies home each Sunday 
c. Take Crossroads ho:rre every Sunday ; leave then around care­

lessly ; keep them in notebooks-at home 
Give reasons for pupil reaction in this matter of their use 
of Crossroads: 

3. Evaluate the extent to which general objectives have been reached 
in your pupils by checking one blank.follo1dng each question. 
a. Have your pupils evidenced a grovving :interest in and knowledge 

of the major Bible biographies? All pupils 1:Tost 
A few None · --

b. Have your pupils memorized the suggested memory passages? 
All pupils Most A few None 

c. Have your pupils eVIdenced grO'Ning ability to see tbe continuity 
of the Bible biographies as one continuous story of God's 
guidance and mercy? All pupils_ Most __ A few_ None_ 

d. Have your pupils evidenced a growing skill in finding the books 
of the Old Testammt? All pupils Most A few None - -- --



QUESTIONNAIRE SENT TO ALL CHURCH SCHOOlS USING THE COVENANT JUNIOR 
CURRICUDJJE MA.TERI.AIS, 1951, cont:inued 

e. Have your pupils acquired the }labit of daily Bible reading? 
All pupils N~st A few None 

f. Have yoliT pupils evidenced growth inLability to use the Bible 
as a guide to faith and conduct? All pupils :Most 
A few None . -

g. Have your pupils evidenced grmvth in attitudes and habits of 
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prayer and reverence? All pupils Most A few None 
h. Have any of your pupils received Christ as Savior?All pupils 

Most A few None --
i. Are 'clianges toward more-Christlike corrluct, conversation, and 

attitudes evident in daily liv:ing? In all pupils __ Most 
a few None 

In what ways could the materials provided be of help to you in 
working toward objectives such as these? (Use the back of this 
paper for your answer.) 

Reactions of Parents 

1. Are the parents informed about the p111'"pose and content of the 
Sunday School lessons for each quarter? Yes No 

Hmv are they informed? 

Ho-v.r have they responded? 

2. \That do parents say about t..h.e curTiculum for Juniors? 



POST CARD SENr TO LOCAL CHURCH SCHOOlS 

March 10, 1951 

Attention: Teachers of Juniors in tre Sunday School 

IMPORTANT REMINDER t ! 

Perhaps you have laid aside the question sheets 
sent last month for evaluating the Covenant Junior 
Sunday School materials, intending to send them later, 
and ere now wondering if it is too late. Please send 
them immediately! We need your contribution in this 
effort to improve our ministry to boys and girls in 
our Covenant churches. Thank you sincerely! 

Margaret Gothberg 
Covenant Youth Departrent 

ll6 



APPENDIX B 

Tables Supplementary to Chapter I 
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TABLE I 

TABUUI.TIOH OF 1950 RALLY HONTH REPORTS OE VISITATION AND TFt-~.CHER TRA.INING 

No. schools Total no. No. schools Total no. Total enrolled 
participat- home visits i'-'1 vmich allLeadership in leadership 

ing homes were courses courses 
visited 

California. 21 ~~ 5 16 ~r 

Central • . 46 1220 4 14 189 
East. • . • 33 562 7 18 181 
Great Lakes 11 :;5b 1 2 18 
Iowa. • • • 17 764 9 13 166 
lDwer Ilf'Jich. 16 323 1 4 100 
Middle East 19 353 5 12 84~~ 
Mid:vmst . • 13 363 3 4 102 
North Pac •• 15 596 0 6 66 
Nortlwvest • 73 47 -)(- 32 7!-
South • . • 3 62 1 1 10 
Southwest • 19 457 5 13 177 

TOTAL • • • 286 479771- 417(- 135 108771-

76tatistics were incomplete. 
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TABLE II 

EVALUATION OF JUNIOR CURRICUIIHJ M'I.TERIA.IS PRIOR TO 1949 
BY A C011lill:ITTEE OB" THE BOARD OF YOUTH V'!ORK 

Item Evaluated and Possible Average Points 
Points ---

Gospel Scripture Standard Covenant 
Light Press 

I. Content - 400 points 
1. Biblical - 100 97 9? 97 97 
2. Integrated - lOC 95 90 88 95 
3. Christian - 100 95 88 68 15 
4. Experience centered -100 pj pO 75 42 
Total Score for section 350 335 328 309 

II. Pedagogical Pupil Aids-200 
1. Organization of materials 

5o 40 40 30 22 
2. Guidance for home study of 

lesson -50 48 42 20 28 
3 .. Suggestions for daily Bible 

study -50 
4. Adequate maps a11d ill us-

41 37 0 12 

trations - 50 43 42 22 28 
Total Score for section 173 161 72 90 

III. Pedagogical Teacher Aids-200 
1. Separate manual for teach-

ers - 5o 45 38 35 27 
2. Suggestions for conducting 

class - 50 47 42 26 25 
3. Definite goals for each 

lesson - 5~ 46 33 17 7 
4. Suggestions for between 

Sunday activities - 50 15 10 8 6 
Total Score for section 153 123 86 65 

IV. Literary 1~rit - 100 
1. Style - 25 23 20 15 17 
2. Diction - 25 23 20 21 23 
3. Graded vocabulary -25 23 20 20 20 
4. Tone - 25 18 18 20 18 
Total Score for section 87 78 76 78 



120 

T.l\.BLE II 

EVALUATION OF JUNIOR CURIITCULillvi 1EA.TERIAL'3 PRIOR TO 1949, continued 

Item Evaluated and Possible 
-- Points-

Average Points 

Gospel Scripture Standard CoYenant 
Light Press 

v. Iviechanical Features - 100 
1. Type - 25 22 18 17 23 
2. Illustrations -25 18 17 12 18 
3o Format - 25 25 25 18 22 
4. Binding, cover and paper 

-25 14 10 8 8 
Total score for section 79 70 55 71 

TOTAL SCORES 842 767 617 613 



TABLE III 

CURHICUIIJ1fl: MATEHIA.IS Il'J USE IN JUNIOR DEPARTMENTS 
OF THE CHURCH SCHOOlS IN 1949 

121 

(Based on reports of 355 schools out of a total of 520 in 1949, or 
sixty-eight per cent of all the schools of tre denomination, filed 
in the office of the Covenant Youth Departrrent) 

1. Number of schools not indicating what materials they we:re 
using. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • . o • • • • • • • • 101 

'2. Number of schools indicating no pupils of Junior age •• o • • 6 
3. Number of schools using Covenant publications, c. 1948 •••• 87 
4. N1L~ber of schools using Scripture Press materials. • • o • • • 59 
5. 1\unber of schools using Gospel Light materials o ••••••• 32 
6. Number of schools using Union Gospel Press helps • • • • • • • 26 
7. Nmnber of schools using International Uniform rna terial but not 

indicating vlhat publisher. • • • • • • •• o • • • •••••• 13 
8. Number of schools using helps produced by David c. Cook •••• 11 
9. Number o~ schools using Stru1dard materials • • • • • • • • • • 8 

10. NQ~ber of schools using Higley's publications. • • • • • • • • 3 
11. Number of schools indicating they use no prepared materials. • 2 
12. Number of schools using Pilgrim Press material • • • • • • • • 2 
13. Number of schools using materials produced by the American 

Sunday School Union. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 
14. Number of schools using materials produced by the Baptist 

Conference • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • o • • • o 1 
15. Number of schools using Christian publications w..a.terials • • • 1 
16. Number of schools using other miscelanerus helps and materials 5 

TOTAL NUMBER OF RESPONSES LISTED • • • • • • • 0 • • • • •• 

Less the number of schools using more than one material in 
their Junior depart.~ents • • • • • • • • o • • • • • • 3 

TOTAL NUMBER OF SCHOOlS HEPORTING. • • • • • • • • • • • • • .355 



Year 

1948 

1949 

1950 
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TABLE IV 

.ENROLMENT IN CHURCH SCHOOlS COMPARED WITH CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 
FROM INFORM.I\.TION IN THE YFt\R BOOKS FOR 1948, 1949, 1950 

Total Number Total Church Total Number Total Active 
of Churches Membership Church Schools Church School 

Enro J..men t~f-

475 50,168 516 56,122 

475 51,009 520 57,712 

480 51,264 525 59,840 

~moes not include Cradle. Roll and Home Departments. 
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TABLE V 

ENROLMENT IN JUNIOR DEPART:MENTS COMPARED VviTH OTHER DEPARTMENTS 
BASED ON 1949 REPORTS OF 355 CHURCH SCHOOlS FIIED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 

COVENANT YOUTH DEPARTMEl.\lT 

Departments 

Adult Young Senior Inter- Jttnior Primary Begin-

Conferences: 

California. • • 1691 

Canada. • • • • 

Central o • • • 

East. • " . • • 

Great Lal{es • • 

121 

1653 

624 

228 

Iovva. • • • • • 718 

Lower Michigan. 352 

Middle East • • 534 

11idwest •• • • 782 

Ncrth Pacific • 861 

Nortl!'Nest • • 0 

Southwest • • • 

South •• • • • 

2564 

739 

95 

TOTAlS • • • 10962 

~op~ ~~~e n~s 

398 

35 

660 

392 

84 

143 

112 

130 

345 

227 

696 

llO 

52 

3384 

341 

17 

602 

382 

ill 

153 

ll5 

168 

126 

247 

562 

62 

33 

2919 

517 

30 

933 

507 

145 

200 

172 

142 

217 

355 

855 

75 

55 

4203 

767 

59 

1311 

708 

173 

264 

216 

251 

304 

471 

1507 

160 

61 

6252 

1138 

37 

1368 

670 

172 

301 

278 

287 

251 

469 

1324 

160 

86 

6541 

866 

60 

1059 

698 

148 

283 

179 

236 

283 

549 

lll9 

143 

105 

5728 

These figures do not include those from schools 1~0 because of 
their small size combine any of these departments of the church school. 

Total active enrolment in all departments in all 520 church 
schools in the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church in 1949 was 57,712. 
Total active enrolment in all departments in the 355 schools reporting 
was 41,696, or 70% of the total. No other statistics are available 
showing enrolment by departments, but beginning in 1951 such statistics 
will be gathered annually. 
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TABLE VL 

TABUlATION OF QUESTIQI\ll\TA.IRES SENT AND RETURNED, 1949 

Conferences: TOTAL 
East Central North Pacific 

l. NU111ber of churches to whom 

questionnaires were sent. • 61 64 36 161 

2. Number of superintendents 

who replied • • . • • • • • 27 27 11 65 

3o Number of schools repre-

sen ted in tre superintendent's 

replies • • • • • • • • • • 27 27 11 65 

4. Number of teachers who 

replied • • • • • • • • • • 27 41 11 79 

5. }fumber of schools repre-

sented in t re teacher's 

replies • • • • • • • • • • 19 29 12 60 
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TABLE VII: 

ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES TO THE QU'lSTIONNA.IRE TO CHURCH SCHOOL 
SUPERINTENDENTS, SPRING, 1949 

Conferences: 
East Central North TOTAL 

Items of Information: 
1. l~ber Juniors in Sunday School. • • 

a. Number schools reporting under 15 15 
b. Number schools reporting 16 to 20 2 
c. Number schools reporting 21 to 25 l 
d. Number schools reporting 26 to 30 5 
e. Number schools reporting 31 to 35 1 
f. Number schools reporting 36 to 40 2 
g. N~~ber schools reporting 41 to 50 0 
h. Number schools reporting 51 to 100 0 

2. Length of Worship or Assembly Period 
a. No. schools reporting 15-20 min. 17 
b. No. schools reporting 25-30 min. 4 
c. No. schools reporting 45-60 min. 4 

(Not clear; may mean adult worship) 
d. No. schools reporting unified 

service •• . . . . . . . . . • • l 

3. Length of class teaching session 
a. No. schools reporting 45 min. • • 5 
b. No. schools reporting 30-40 min. 19 
c. No. schools reporting under 30 min. 3 

4. Provision for real experiences in worship 
as a church group for Juniors 
a. No. schools reporting they conduct 

children 1 s church which i.J.J.cludes 
Ju._11iors • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 

b. No. schools reporting that Juniors 
attend adult services • • • • • • 25 

c. No. schools reporting that some 
part of the adult service is planned 
for Juniors • • • • • • • • • • • 4 

d. No. schools reporting that no part 
of tre adult service is planned 
for Juniors • • • • • • • • • • • 

5o Provisions for securing church school 
and home cooperation 

20 

a. No. schools doing so llBthing • • o 23 
b. No. schools reporting occasional mtgs.lO 
c. Visitation and personal contact. 22. 

6 
4 
2 
4 
3 
4 
2 
2 

12 
9 
5 

2 

3 
22 
3 

6 

20 

2 

18 

19 
2 

18 

Pacific 

3 
0 
3 
1 
1 
0 
2 
1 

5 
3 
2 

1 

0 
10 

l 

2 

8 

2 

7 

:9 
3 
9 

24 
6 
6 

10 
5 
6 
4 
3 

34 
16 
ll 

4 

8 
51 

7 

8 

45 

51 
15 
49 

7~tatement qualified by 25 schools, indicating that not all Juniors attend. 
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AHALYSIS OF RESPONSES T 0 THE QUESTIONNAIRE TO CHURCH SCHOOL 
SUPERINTENDENTS, SPRJNG, 1949 - continued 
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East Central North TarAL 
Pacific 

6. Provision of other Activities for 
Juniors in the Church 
a. No. schools reporting other 

activities. • • • • • • • • • • • 17 
b. Choirs. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 12 
c. Craft and Recreation. • • • • • • 2 
d. Occasional Activities • • • • • • 5 
e. CJ.n bs • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 7 
f o Bible classes • • • • • • • • • • 2 
g. Orchestra • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

7. Provision for Leadership Training for 
Teachers 
a. Nlli~ber schools reporting regular 

teacher's meetings. • • • • • • • 19 
b. No. schools reporting no meetings 

or irregular meetings • • • • • • 8 
c. No. schools reporting they did 

something to increase teacher 
efficiency. • • • • • • • • • • • 18 

d. No. schools having district teacher 
training class or institute. • • 11 

e. Annual or biennial training classes 3 
f. Regular teacher training class. • 3 
g. Special teacher's meetings, cou~ses 

and institutes •••••••••••• 1 
h. City-w'ide teacher training courses. 0 
i. Regular teachers' meetings devoted 

to increasing teacher efficiency. 2 

16 
7 
2 
3 

11 
2 
0 

23 

4 

16 

0 
0 
1 

12 
1 

3 

8 
5 
2 
3 
7 
1 
0 

8 

3 

7 

0 
0 
3 

2 
1 

1 

41 
24 
6 

11 
25 
5 
1 

50 

15 

41 

11 
3 
7 

15 
2 

6 
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TABLE VIII 

CURRICUIDM MATERIAlS IN USE IN" 1949 AND TEACHERS 1 EVAlUATIONS 
BASED ON ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES TO THE '4UESTIONi:irl-\IRE TO CHURCH 

SCHOOL TEACHERS OF JUNIORS, 1949 

Key: 
a. Suited to group 
b. Related to children's everyday experience 
c. Children interested in it 

Teacher Evaluation of 1~terial ~raterial 

Used (Number of schools using this material is indicated in 
parenthesis after the conference name.) 

1. Covenant East (7) Central (16) N. Pacific(2) TOTAL (25) 
c 1948 [es No Yes No Yes No Yes No 
a. T 1 ll 4 1 1 17 b 
b. 1 10 5 1 1 16 7 
c. 6 0 8 8 0 2 14 10 

2. Gospel 
Light East (7) Central (8) N.Pacific (7) TOTAL (22) 
a. 7 0 5 2 5 2 17 4 
b. 7 0 5 3 4 3 16 6 
c. 7 0 4 2 7 0 18 2 

3. Scripture 
Press F.a.st (9) Central(ll) N.Pacific (1) TOTAL (21) 
a. 8 0 9 2 1 0 18 2 
b. 5 3 9 2 1 o. 15 5 
Co 7 1 10 1 1 0 18 2 

4. D.C.Cook East (1) Central (5) N.Pacific (0) TOTAL (6) 
a. 1 0 5 0 6 0 
b. 1 0 4 0 5 0 
c. 1 0 4 1 5 1 

5. Union 
Gospel East (0) Central (1) N.Pacific (2) TOTAL (3) 
a. 0 0 1 1 1 1 
b. 0 1 0 1 0 2 
Co 0 1 0 1 0 2 

6. S.S.Time:: East (1) Central (0) N.Pacific (0) TOTAL (1) 
a. 1 0 1 0 
b. 1 0 1 0 

c c. 1 0 1 0 
7. Christian 

Publicat· on East (2) Central (0) N.Pacific (0) TOTAL (2) 
a. 2 0 2 0 
b. 1 1 1 1 
c. 1 0 1 0 

8. Standard East (3) Central (0) N.Pacific (0) TOTAL (3) 
a. 1 1 1 1 
b. 1 1 1 1 
Co 2 0 2 0 
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TABLE IX 

TEA.CHERS 1 COMMENTS REGARDING CONTENT OF JUNIOR CURRICUWM 111\. TERIA.IS 
BASED ON ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES TO TBE QUESTIONNAIRE TO CHURCH SCHOOL 

TEACHERS OF JUNIORS, 1949 

Key: 
Conferences: E--East; C-Central; N--North Pacific; .. 
Waterials: C--Covenant c 194:8; Gl--Gospel Light; Sp--Scripture Press; 

Ck--Cook; Ug--Union Gospel Press; Sst--Sunday School Times; 
Chp-Chri st ian Public at ions; St--Standard 

Comments (Numbers refer to reference 
numbers placed on questionnaires when 
returned) 

Number of comments and Materials 
to whichReference Was lvfa.de 

TOTAL 

lo Comments indicating desire that curriculum materials be 
understandable, interesting to pupil, and relate to pupil's 
life experience. • • • • • • • • .• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 38 

E c N 
y·fua t I Like : 
a. Boys show interest 7; interesting 

149, 154, 188, 214; lHe it, 187. • • .C:Il-1 C-~·Sn-.~ 6 
b. Topics helpful in practical way 24. • r--1- 1 1 
c., Stories and illustrations pertain to 

everyday life, 60, 61 • • • • • • • • c-~ 2 
d. Gives opportunity for children to see 

Christ as Savior, 91, 78. • • • • • • GI-I·S~. 2 
e. Vital application for Juniors 136; 

applied easily 279, 281 • • • • • • • C-t Gl-'· So-t 3 
f. Cha+lenges to Christian living, 158 • lc-, 1 
g. Easy to understand, 168, 170, 206,222 CK-.~· so-• 4 
h. Stimulate interest, 210 • • • • • • • r. -1 1 
i. Concerns the pupil, 263 •••• ·• • • c-1 1 
~lliat I Do Not Like: 
j. Too much Old Testament, 272; Old Test-

ament texts don't apply to child's 
life, 140 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • f'-1 Gl-t 2 

k. Not enough application, 37 •• o •• o I~S~o-t __ +-----~-----4--=---
1. Needs illustrations on daily life, 72 11~~~h·~o-'L+------~----4--=---

1 
1 

I!Jo-{o C-1 m. Didn't apply to child's life, 122, 1911 ___ -+I'.L.!f.=.~'-'-+-------1---=--
n. Too advanced, 288; too much historyl4 1.1.1{'..::.-.L' --+---~::.L_--+---=~-
o. Too difficult, 53, 58, 241, 131, ll4h • 112l~-ti:-.:!.._:J-j..>l'.p.::i.j;....!...::.l4----1--L-­
P• Lacked appeal far child 132 • • • • • 

2 
C-t 2 

i.<;o-1· r __ , r; 
lr-, 1 

q. Needs to be more interesting to Junior 
boys 162. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • lr-t ] 

r. Would prefer interesting Bible stories 
173 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • 0 

s. Adult-centered, 267 • • • • • • • • • 

I.e; n-1 1 

U9- I 
1 
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TABLE rx: 

TEACHERS 1 COTllilvlEJ.\fTS REGA.RDDTG CONTENT OF JUNIOR CURRICULU1v1, continued 

Comments 

2. Comments regarding order of presentation 

Number of comments and Materials 
to whichReference Was 1J.a.de 

TOTAL 

of material. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 16 
~~E~~~C~~~N~~~~ 

What I Like: 
a. Subjects follow each other, 17 •••• rSO!J>.o~::.·-__..:_' -t----+------t--=1=--­
b~ Lessons connected, 30, 79 ••••• ·~s~;p~-~~~+----+---+-~2~-
c. Chronological order, 70, 121, 148, 

254, 271. • • o • • o • • • • • • • • pC~h~P-~1-t-~~~~·-~I·~S~~~~G~/~-~~-+-~~L--
d. Scriptures closely connected, 127 • • f---f!:G.LJ-:_;_' --+-----l--=1=--
e. Continuity, 159, 296, 305 •••••• r----+c~-~~-~G~J~-~~·~S~D-1+-~3~ 
What I Do Not Like: 
f. Lessons over lap, 244, 250 • • • • • • 1---~G:!...!._J -...::Ot.=---+---+--k-?_ 

g. Lessons don't link together, 38 ••• FSL...P-..:'-!----1-----+---=1'--
h. Cycle graded not chronological for 

all pupils, 9 •••••••••••• ~s~·~p_-_,_L ____ ~------r--~1--

3. Comments regarding choice of content • • • • • • • • • • • • 24 

"What I Like: 
a. Topics good, trsmes set up well, 5, 

35, 104, choice of stories good·,'128 o ~G::.l.I~-J·.>Uo!.::~"·~:q_JI ,;~qL.;;._..!.,_-1----1---'h::r.__ 
b. Easter and Christmas lessons at 

right season 6. • • • • • • • •••• ~s~~~b-'~+------+---+--=1~ 
c. Bible-ce~tered 8, 215, 242 •••• o • ~~~:o~-L'~s~~~·-~'·~C~-~~+-----t--~i--
d. Bible stories excellent 40 •••••• jjG:ull-=-~'-+----+----+--=1.___ 
e. Well proportioned 23 ••••••••• 1~G~J-~·~+------+---+--l=---
f. Tie up 'Vd th Old and New Testarents90. l.l.G;r..L.:,_:..!,'--1----+----+-=1-
g. Same lesson for a~l classes 108 ••• ~-:·.;z.;c;;,.,:w·-t~-~'-+----+-----+-1=--
h. One person for several weeks, 196 • • c- ' 1 
i. Familiar material, 230. • • • • • • • Gl-t 1 
Yfuat I Do Not Like: 
j. Need more Lessons abau t women, 3 ••• 1 .. s.LJLo-::...:._t -1------+-----+--1=--
k. Easter lessons not seasonal,203, 207. Cn-.v 2 
1. Not enough Scripture and Gospel, 15, 

180 ••••••••••••••••• ~s~;p~-~~--~-~c~-'--'-+----+~2~-
m. Too much theology 11. • • • • • • • • 
n. Repetitious from one term to another, 

117' 236 ••••••••••••••• 
o. Too much on Holy Spirit l7l ••• o • 

?• Need more on Second ComL11g, 264 ••• 

Cnn - 1 

C.-I GI-l 

So-l 

C.- I 

1 

2 
1 
1 
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TABLE IX 

TEA.CHERS 1 COMMENTS REGA.RDii>JG CO:NTEIIJT OF JUNIOR CURRICULUM:, continued 

Comments Number of comments and ~steri als 
to whichReference Vias l!fade -

TGrl\L 
4. Comments regarding amount of content . . • • • • • • • • • • 5 

E c N 
Yfuat I Do Not Like: - - -
a. Too much to cover in a lesson, 48, 

231, 277. • . . • • 0 • • • • • • • 0 GJ-t G 1- t Gl- I i 
b. Too much or too little, 199 • • • • • C-l 1 
c. Too much for short class, 283 • • • 0 GI-l 1 

5. Comments regarding memorization of Scripture • • • • • • • • 8 

vVhat I Like: 
a. Variety of texts and hymns to learn,6c C-1 l 
b. :Memory verses simple and meaningful, 

so. • • . . . • . • • • • • • • • • • s_p- l 1 
~at I Do Not Like: 
c. :Memory work ought to concentrate on we 11 

loved passages, 142 • • • • • • • • 0 C-1 J 
d. Prefer King James version, 161,219. • c -.:l, 2 
e. HjlTill memorization not important, 181. C.- I 1 
f. Too long verses, 255, too hard, 73. • C-1 Sp-1 2 

6. Other comments • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • 0 0 • • • 0 7 

Wha. t I Lil<:e : 
a. Encmrages pupils to use Bible, 34. • . SJO- I 1 
b. Gives opportunity to use Bibles, 217. c.-J 1 
c. Bible verses listed beforehand for 

study, 41 • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • GJ- I 1 
d. Easy to find supplementary J.taterial, 

5o. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • St-l 1 

e. Evangelistic note, 102. • • • • 0 • • IG 1- I 1 
f. Illustrations, 153. • • • • • • 0 0 • $p -1 1 
\lf.hat I Do Not Like: 
g. Texts taken from scattered portions, 

291 • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • 1 
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Key: 

TABLE X 

TEli_CHERS 1 COMivlENTS REGARDING TEA.CHER 1S I-IEL.US PROVIDED FOR JU1UOR 
CURRICULUl~ I'll.TERIAIS 

RI\SED ON ANALYSIS CF EESPONSES TO THE QU'.J!STIOI,fi\JAIRE TO 
CHURCH SCHOOL TE.fiCHERS OF JUI\jiORS, 1949 

Conferences: E-~East; C--Central; N--North Pacific 
~~terials: C--Covenant, c 1948; Gl--Gospel Light; Sp--Scripture Press; 

Ck--Cook; Ug--Union Gospel Press; Sst--Sunday School Times; 
Chp--Christian Publications; St--S tandard 

Comments (Numbers refer to reference Number of comments and 1ffa teri 
numbers -olaced on question.11aires wren to which Reference Was Iffade 
returned.\ ---- -----

TOTAL 
1. Comments indicating helps wh5.ch assist in making lessons 

understandable, interesthg and relating to pupil's life • • 7 
E c N 

lffuat I Like: - - -
a. Stories to make lesson meaningfu1,67 Sp-J 1 ' 
b. Practical application for each 

lesson, 83. • • • • • • . • • 0 • • • Sp-1 1 
Co Questions reJ;ated to children's every 

day experiences, 109. • • • 0 • • • • Sst -J 1 
d. Expositions help teacher correlate 

Bible to present, 111 • • 0 • • • • • c -I 1 

e. Helpful in approaching children, 116. C- I 1 
Vfuat I Do Not Like: 
f. Need thought questions listed in 

teacher 1 s book relating to everyday 
experiences, 74 • • • • • • • • • • • c -/ 1 

g. Approach to lesson sometimes above Gl- I 
1 pupil, 251 .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

2. Comments regarding specific, detailed and ample aid for 
teachers • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • 0 • • • . • • 58 

"What I Like: 
a. Lesson aim, 51, goals, 138, 239 • • 0 St-1 sp-1. C-1 3 
b. Explanation of verses and characters Ck-1;51-l 

detailed, 56, 68, 82. • • • • • • • • s IJ -I 1 
c. Visual aids and stories--object 

lessons and stories 84, visual aids 
and stories 92, stories to tell 66, 
object lessons and blackboard talks, 
202, blackboard illustrations 268 •• QI-I·S~r.l CK-t Ucr- 1 ~ 

als 
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TABLE X 

TEACHERS 1 COMfllENI'S REG.I\.RDJJ':-JG TEACHER'S HELPS PROVlliED, continued 

Comments Number of comments a.11d !'!fateri als 
to which Reference Was 1\Jfade 

E c N TOTAL 
d. Fla~~elgraph available, 85. s.'£'- 1 - - 1 • • • • • 
e. Lesson approach given, 81, 36 • • • • S.l?_- .:J.. 2 
f. Complete and inspirational, 298, 

inspirational quotations, 93 • • • 0 G 1- I G/- I 2 
g. Lesson story told c1early, 94 • • . 0 Sp- I 1 
ho Story ·written exactly as you tell it, 

42, -vvritten out completely, 12, 225 • G/-.2. Sp -I '3 
i. Suggests additional projects 232. • • G I -I 1 
j. Variety of ideas and suggestions, 18. SD- I 1 
k. Helps teacher outline lesson, h7. . 0 la.L- I 1 
1. Background material on child psych-

ology, 137. • • • • • • • • • • • • • C-l 1 
m. Points out keynote, 197 • • • • • e • c-r 1 
n. Gives his tori cal background, 243. • • lfLL- I 1 
o. Gives illustrations, 249 ••• • • • • Jil-l 1 
p.· Plain enough to help nevv teacher, 105, 

ample 25, clear 150, thorough 256,259 Gl- ."1.. Sp-3 r:; 
Vfuat I Do Not Lil<:e : 

q. More Scripture references needed,l23. uq-, 1 
r. Need historical and geographical back-

ground, 113 • • • • • • • • • • • • • C-1 /)q -I· C-.:J.. 1 
s. Needs illustrations and stories, 124, .v 

133, 175. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • i 
t. Need more helps, 62, 169, 174, 247,200 C-1 

CK-1 5 C-.:l· GI-l 

u. Visual aids needed 76, object lessons 
needed 228, 273, for the eye 156. • 0 C-1 Sp-.:t G/-t 4 

v. Need more outside sources, ll.W-. 0 0 0 _.C-1 1 
w. Teacher 1 s book not much help, 145,18 3, 

265, use it little, 282 • • 0 • • • • C.-3 G /-1 4 
x. Need psychology, 176. • • • • • • • • C.- I 1 
Y• Needs information on how lesson has 

been used, 177. • • • • • • • • • 0 • C.-I 1 
z. Needs explanation on how to tell a 

story, 186. • • • • • • • • • • • • • c- t 1 
a'.Needs bibliography, 189 • • • • • • • c. - l 1 
b' .Needs simple material on preparing for 

a Christian life as background for 
confirmation, 192 • . • 0 • • • • • .. c-' 1 

c'.Unnecessary detail given, 220 • • • • c. - l 1 
d' .Key to correct workbooks needed,301 • G I- I 1 
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TABLE XI 

TEACHERS 1 COMMENTS P.EGARDHD- PRIN'l'ED HATERI.fl. L FOR JUNIORS PROVIDED 
IN THE CURRICULU1f i&TERIA.LS IN USE IN 1949 

Key: 

BASED ON ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE TO 
CHURCH SCHOOL TE.li.CHERS OF JUNIORS, 1949 

Conferences: E-...;East; C--Central; N--North Pacific 
Jvfaterials: C--Covena.nt, c 1948; Gl--Gospel Light; Sp-Scripture Press; 

Clc--Cook; Ug--Union Gospel Press; Sst-Sunday School Times; 
Chp--Christian Publications; St-Standard -

Comments (Numbers refer to reference Number of comments and Mater 
numbers placed on questionnaires "When to whic~Reference \~as W~de 
returned.) ---- ---

TOTAL 
1. Comments concerning pupil materials ~nich are under-

standable, interesting and meaningful to pupils. • • • • • • 24 
E c N 

1\lhat I Like : - - -
a. Pupils interested and do their 

lessons, 10, 106. • • • • • • • . • • '.r;/-I·SP-1 2 
b. Adapted to present day ll • • • • • • Sp-1 1 
c. Stories in quarterly told to pupil 

applies it to life, 57, 139 • • • • • l.t;1-! c- 1 2 
d. Application to daily living, 216. 0 • c- 1 1 
e. Easily understood, 280. • • • • • • . S p-I 1 
fo Pictures and stories 112, stories 146' 

198 • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • 0 C-t c-~ 'i 
What I Do Not Like : 
g. Questions stress facts rather than 

principles, 143 • • • • • • • • • • 0 ('"- I 1 

h. Not enough emphasis on childrents 
problems, 118 • • • • • • • • • • • • C.- I 1 

i. Too brief in relating to everyday 
experiences 33, should be more realis-
tic, 63 • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • 0 C-t·Si>-1 ? 

j. Doesn 1 t allow for individual differ.;,. 
ences, 172. • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • Sn- I 1 

k. Not on pupil level 178, too difficult 
4 208, 248, 290 • • • • • • • • • • • • G/-t • C-.:1... C-1 

1. Not sufficient, 223 • • • • • • • • • Sn- 1 1 
m. Not interesting 252, 269. • • • • 0 • lr..l-1 l}q- I 2 
n. Too much to :rre morize, 114 • • • • • • C.- I 1 
o. No stories for children to read, 125. /)q- I 1 

2. Comments regarding workbook type of pupil materials. • • • • 29 

Vfua t I Like : 
.Sp -:L 

GI-l 
a. Puzzles 55, 96, 88. 1 0 • • • • • • • s-r- 1 4 

ials 
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TABLE XI 

TEACHERS' COMMENTS REGA.RDIHG PRTI\iTED MATERIAL FOR JUNIORS, continued 

Connnents Number of coiP.ments and Mater ials 
to vmichReference Was Made 

E c N TOTAL - - -
b. Questions with blanks to fill 16,299 s,., -I c 1-l 2 
c. Workbook 26, 119, 226, 257, 260, 306 ~~~:~~ll!l r.J- I 6 
d. Review questions 43, 97, picture 

quizz, 5·2 . • . .. • • • • • • • • • • lt;J-..2• 51-I 1 
e. Written work using Bible passages 

to secure anm~ers 95, 240 • • • • 0 • GI+SP-1 _2 
.!:' Lesson taught before workbook done, .Lo 

233 • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • G/-1 1 
Vtlha t I Do Not Like: 
g. Puzzles are of no value, 103. • • 0 • (.1 J -I 1 
h. Takes too much time in class, 278 • • GJ-1 1 
i. Too much to fill in, 19 • • • • • • • Sn-1 1 
j. Drawing, coloring, puzzles and ques-

tions are Jacking 4, 234. • • • • • • S.o-1 ~ 1 -I 2 
k. Questions to write are needed 75, 

fill in blanks needed, 182. • • • • • ('-I c -I 2 
1. Questions are needed 126, t:tme false 

needed, 21e, .115. • • • • • 0 • • • • /Ja-1- C-1 .3 
m. Rather use punched leaflets than 

,J 

present form, 160 • • • • • • • • • • C-1 1 

3. Comnents regarding encouragement of home study or systematic 
Bible reading at home. • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • 0 • • • 0 • 23 

What I Like: 
a. Bible reading for the week 2, 13. • • .c; o-..:!.. 2 
b. Questions to ansvver each day 31, 

daily stories arrl blanks 129, daily 
4 work 151, 300 0 • • • • • • • • • • • lso-1 GH· So-l Gl- \ 

c. Home work 69, 87. 0 • • • • • • • • • kt>+CK·I 2 
d. Vvorkbooks encourage Bible reading,227 Sl:l- I 1 
Ymat I Do Not Like: 
e. Home workbook needed 167,292,293. • • CK-1 C-.:2.. '3 
fo Too much homework 134, 221. • • • • • f!. -~ 2 
g. Home study material too hard 89 • • • ..Sll- I 1 
h. They don 1t do homework 46, 54, 147' 

155, 211, 274, 276, 295 • • • • • • • IGl-J·~t-1 St>-/' C-.:1.. Gl--2· C-1 8 
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TABLE XI 

TEl.\.CHER 1 S C OivMENTS REGARillNG PRINTED i>.tJA TERIAL FOR JUNIORS, continued - -· 

Comments Number of comments and Mater· 1als 
to whic hReference Was Made 

TOTAL 
4. Other comments. • • • • . • • • • • • • . • • • . • • • • • 14 

E c N 
Wb.a.t I Like: - - -
a. Non-dated so if you miss a Sunday 

you can make it up, 27. • • • • • • • GJ- I 1 
b. Illustrations 86. 0 • • • • • • • • • Sb-1 1 
c. Bible verses to look up llO • • 0 • • $<:1-1 1 
d. Suggestions for vYar'k projects 190 • • C.- I 1 
e. Good print and pictures 297 • • • • • G l- I 1 
V'Jhat I Do Not Like: G/1- I 4 f. Few or no maps 32, 39, 289,lii.~ • • • • s.,-.:t C-1 

g. Better illustrations needed 179 • • • C.- I 1 
h. Too close together, can't tell one 

lesson from another 245, 246. • • • • la1- :~.. 2 
i. Review on previous lesson prints 

questions with answers 284. • • • • • GJ- I 1 
jo Scripture not printed in pupil book 

294 • • 0 • . 0 • • • • • • • • • • • c.- I 1 



Key: 

TABlE XII 

TEA.CHERS 1 CmlrJENTS REG:A.RDING TBE KIND OF HELP THEY DESIRE 
nr THE 1\JE1H TEACHER 1S J\IJA.GAZINE 

BA.SED ON Al'JALYSIS OF RESPOHSES TO THE Ql:JESTIONNA.IF.E TO 
CHURCH SCHOOL TEf',CHERS OF JUNIORS, 1949 

Conferences: E--East; C--Central; N--North Pacific 

Connnents (Numbers refer to reference Number of conunents and 
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numbers placed on questionnaires when W~terialS to ~mich Referen ce 
returned) Nas Y.tade 

--"'---

TOT! L 
1. Help in making lessons meaningful, interesting, and relative 

to pupil experience. • • • . • • • . • . • . . • • • . • • • • • 6 
:E c N 

a. Problems arising in their school life, 
22, 212 . • • • • • ... • • • • • • • • 1 1 2 

b. How to win a Junior for Christ, 59, 303 1 1 2 
c. More applicable comparisons with daily 

work, 64. • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 
a:. Help pupils find Christianity as answer 

for daily living, 209 • • • • • • • • • 1 1 

2. Desire for stories and illustrations • • . . • • • . • . . • • • 7 

§.. Story connected with the lesson, 120,237 1 1 2 
b. More illustrative rna terial, 107, 130, 

164, 224. • • • 0 • • • • 0 • • • • • • • 1 3 4 
c. Real life experiences, 235. • • • • • 0 1 1 

3. Desire for visual aids • • . • • • . • • . • . • • 0 • • • • • • 8 

a. Object lessons, h4, 238, flannelgraph,l8c 1 2 3 
b. New ideas via "eye" gate, 77, 157 . • • • 1 1 2 
c. Slides, flannelgraph, etc., 201 • • . • • 1 1 
d. Pictures and object lessons, 258. .. . • 1 1 
e. BJa ckboard illustrations, 270 • . • . • 1 1 

4. Desire for information about psychology, teaching methods, and 
procedures • • • . • • • • . • • • • 0 . . • • • • • • • . • • • 16 

a. Ways to encourage systematic Bible reading 
21. • • • • . 0 . • • . • • • • • . . • . 1 1 

b. Methods of teaching, 28 • • • • . • • • 0 1 1 
c. Varied presentations, 285 0 • • • • • • • 1 1 
d. How to bring yourself to child's level, 

45, 286 • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 2 



TABLE XII 

TEA.CHERS 1 Cm'l:MENTS P..EGli.PJJIHG THE KIND OF HELP THEY DESIRE 
IN THE NEW TEACHER 1S 1\~GA.ZINE, continued 
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Comments ~Numbers refer to reference }Jumber of comments and 
numbers placed on questionnaires wren rfuterials to which Reference 
returned) Was Made ------

E c N TOTAL 

e. How to vary lesson teaching, 98 • • • • • 1 1 
f. How to interest children in memorizing, 

99, 261, 266. • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • 1 2 3 
g. How to keep pupils interested, 152, 253 f) 2 • '-

h. Notes on dealing ¥lith different types of 
students and discipline, 165, deportment, 
184, order 213. • • . • • • • 0 • • • • • 3 3 

i. Psychology 194. • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • 1 l 
j. Hovv to prepare a lesson, 275. • 0 • 0 • • 1 1 

5. Other Comi'11Emts • • . • • • 0 • • • • • . • • • • • • . • • • • • 16 

a. 1~re ideas and suggestions for each 
lesson, 135 • • • • • • • • • • • • . • 0 1 1 

b. Books to recommend for JUl~ior reading,20. 1 1 
c. New books on the subject of the lessons 

193 • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 1 1 
d. Ideas for increasing attendance, 29 • • • 1 1 
e. Reports of projects carried on in other 

church schools, 100 • 0 • • • • • • • • • 1 1 
f. General topics to inspire teacher spir-

itually, 101, teacher challenges, 163 • • l 1 2 
g. Notes on teacher visitation in homes, 166 1 1 
h. Background material about home and 

foreign missions, 195 • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 
i. Things to do with their hands, 204. • • • 1 1 
j. Quizzes for pupils, 205 • • • • • • • • • 1 1 

....... k • Ideas for departrrent opening session,229 . .. 1 1 
1. Outside activities, 262.~- 287. • • • 0 0 " 1 1 2 
m. Ex: change of teachers 1 ideas, 302. • • • " 1 1 
n. Articles vvrit ten by Junior children 304 • 1 1 

Total number of comments tabulated on Tables IX, X, XI, and XII: 
Sast--120; Central--146; North Pacific--40; Total--306 
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TABLE XIII 

U:ST OF CHURCHES TO WHICH QUE.STIONNAmEE 1'lERE SENT AND 

FROM WHICH REPU:ES WERE RECEIVED, MARCH 19.511 

Reference 
Nuni>er of 
Returned 
Questiormaire 

Name of Church to Which Questiormaire Was Sent and 
Name of Person Replying before March 24, 19.51 

CAIJFORifiA. 
Fresno 
Kingsburg 
Los Angeles 
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21 Patterson-Mrs. Fred Hanson, Route 1, Box 27A, Patterson 

CANADA 
Vancouver, B. c. 
Norquay, Sask. 
Prince Albert (Calvary), Sask. 
Prine e Albert (East End), Sask. 

COLORADO 
Denver 

1 Greeley--Ben Shader, Route 3, Fort Collins 

CONNECTICUT 
·*Bridgeport 

Georgetmn 
3.5 Ha.rtfom-Clarence Goranoon, .5.5 Linbrook Rd., w. Hartford 
22 Manchester-Elsie Johnson, 122 Maple St., Manchester 

Naugatuck 
23 New Britain--Harder Johnson, 41 Cottage St., Plainville 

New Haven 
2 Thomaston--Rev. Dan Ericson, 64 Grove St., Thomaston 

Letter 

FLORIDA 
Miami 
Vero Beach--Mrs. o. E. Osterberg, 192.5-2oth St., Vero Beach 

ILLINOJB 
Batavia 
Chicago (Austin) 
Chicago (Bethany) 
Chicago (Cragin) 

2.5 Chicago (Douglas Park) 
Chicago (Edgebrook) 
Chicago (Edgewater) 

1 Covenant Press Mailing List for Covenant Junior materials, February 19.51 



TABLE XIII 

LJBT OF CHURCHES TO vVHICH QUESTIONNAJRES WERE SENT AND 

FROM WHICH REPLIES "WERE RECEIVED, MARCH 1951, continued 

Reference 
Number 

Name of Church and Name of' Person Replying 
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3 Chicago (First)--Wayne Rosenquist, 309 East Ave., Park Ridge 
Chicago (North Park) 

26 
36 

27 

4 
letter 

Chicago (Redeemer) 
Chicago (South Chicago) 
Chicago (Trinity) 
Evanston 

* Galesburg 
Glen Ellyn 
Hinsdale 
Joliet--William J. Larson, 2504 N. Kelly Ave., Joliet 
Kewanee--Rev. Stanley Benson, 312 .E. 1st, Kewanee 
Lily Lake 
Lockport 

*Northlake 
Molire (Elim)--Catherine Bergstrand, 611-18th Ave., E. Moline 

'*"'Moline (First) 
Princeton-Ragnar Anderson, 209 s. First St. 
Rockford (First)--Adeline Peterson, 2128 Idaho Parkway 

*"Rockford (Broadway) 
Rockford (Harlan) 
Rockford (South Park) 
Winnetka 

INDIANA 
South Bend 

IOWA 
Albert City 
Centerville-Marie Forsen, 1006 s. Main, Centerville 
Dayton 
Essex 
Fort Dodge 

6 La.nyon--Paul Burgh, I.anyon 
Mason City 

7 Odebolt--Barbara Hanson, Odebolt 
24 Pilot Mound--Mrs. Carlos Peterson, Pilot Mound 

*'Pomeroy 
8 Red Oak--LeRoy Johnson, Emerson, Iowa 

Shenandoah 
Sioux City 
Sioux City (Riverside) 

9 Stanton--Emil E. Larson, Stanton 



TABLE XIII 

LIST OF CHURCHES TO WHICH QUESTIONNAIRFS WERE SENT AND 

FROM lVHICH REPliES WERE RECEIVED, MA.RCH 1951, continued 

Ref ere nee Name of Church and Name of Person Replying 
Number 

KANSAS 
44 McPherson--Jane Aurell, Route 3, McPherson 
37 Osage City--Emily Johnson, 323 Market, Osage City 
10 Topeka-Paul Anderson, 510 Wilson, Topeka 

:MASSACHUSETTS 
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45 Attleboro--Charles F • Darelius, 293 Mt. Hope St., Attleboro 
* Beverly 

11 Boston (Forest Hills)-Howard A. Nelson, ll Linnet St., 

Brockton 
Cam ridge 
Fitchhlrg 
Lowell 

w. Roxbury 32 

28 Lynn-Mrs. c. Errest Jacobson, 31 Rock Ave., Lynn 
North Easton 
·waltham 

38 Worcester (Salem Square)-A. Raymond Larson, 32 EdWard St. 

MICHIGAN 
Cadillac (Hobart-County Line) 

~ Cadillac (First) 
-'k Cheboygan 

Foster City 
Gladstone 
Grand Rapids 
Yorkville (Hickory Corners) 

29 Ironwood--A. Anderson, 139 w. Ridge St., Ironwood 
30 Ishpeming--Ethel Johnson, Ishpeming 
12 Lmsing (Bretton Woods )-Warren Lindstrom, 1700 Beal Ave. 

Muskegon 
Negaunee 

13 Richland-Mrs. B. K. Callighan, R. 2, Box 340, Kalamazoo 82 
Sta.ni>augh 

14 Stephenson--Oscar Larson, Route 1, Stephenson 
Whitehall 
Vfuitehall (Fruitland) 

MINNESOTA 
Cook 
Crookston 
Dassel 

-)(' Dawson 
Duluth (First) 



Reference 
Number 

31 
32 

33 

46 

letter 

TABIE XIII 

IIST OF CHURCHES TO 1ffiiCH QUESTIONNAJRFS WERE SENT AND 

FROM VJHICH REPLIES WERE RECEIVED, W.RCH 1951, continued 

Name of Church and Name of Person Replying 

Duluth (Salem) 
Harris 
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Mankato-Ruth Gustafson, 316 Ball St., Mankato 
Minneapolis (Bethlehem)--Milton c. R. Carlson, 3301-48th 
Minneapolis (Elim) Ave. So., Minneapolis 6 
Minneapolis (Edina) 
Minneapolis (Salem) 
New London-Mrs. Dua.m McSouth, Box 217, New London 
Pennock 
Red Wing 
Rush City 
St. Paul (Elim) 
St. Paul (First) 
St. Paul (Maplewood) 
St. Paul (Phalen Park) 
Triumph 
Upsala 
Warren 
"Wheaton 
Willmar--Lillie Harrison, 604-2nd St. E., Willmar 
Worthington 

MONTANA 
Billings-Rev. Worth Pearson, 511-9th- St. W., Billings 
Helena 

NEBRASEA. 
4 7 Bristow--Edwin Anderson, Bristow 

Ceresco 
Moses Hill, Loomis 
Oakland (First) 

39 Onaha (Bensonvale)-Mr-s. George Chadwell, 4825W• 63rd, Omaha 
Omaha (First) 
Pender 
Wausa 

NEW HAMPSHJRE 
Manchester 

NEW YORK 
Brooklyn (Covenant Congregational) 
Buffalo 

16 Jamestown (First )--Elizabeth Danielson, 520 Spring St. 



TABIE XIII 

LIST OF CHURCHES TO WHICH QUESTIONNAIRES -wERE SENT AND 

FRDM WHICH REPLIES WERE RECEIVED, MA.RCH 1951, continued 

Reference 
Number 

Name of Church and Name of Person Replying 

Bethany (Corona) 
New York (Bethlehem) 
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42 New York (Swo Imma.nuel)-Anna Svendsen, 11 W. 14th St. 

OHIO 
Ashtabula 
Cleveland 

17 Marion-~Mt-s. Walter Anderson, Box 456, Marion 
Youngstown 

OREGON 
Hillsview, Gresham 
Portland 

PENNSYLVANIA 
4.1 Erie-Arthur E. Bloomvrell, R. D. 8, Grubb Rd., Erie 

Kane 

RHODE ISIAND 
Cranston 
Providence 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
42 Centerville-Mrs. Harold Nelson, Centerville 

Salem 
Sioux Falls 
Spring Lake 

18 Stockholm--Mrs. Alvin Schultz, Stockholm 

VIRGINIA. 
Jonesville (Arnold Johnson) 

~,Jonesville (Naomi Sundberg) 

WASHINGTON 
Aberdeen 
:Everett 
Mt. Vernon 

43 Seattle (Interbay)--Carl B. Hagstrom, 4227! Stone-way 
Seattle (First) 

19 Selah-Harry Johnson, 3008 Summitview, Yakima 
Spokane 
Tacoma 

* Wiley Heights 



Reference 
Number 

Letter 

34 
20 

TarAIS: 

TABLE XIII 

LIST OF CHURCHES TO 1'lliiCH QUESTIONNAIRES WERE SENr AND 

FROM WIITCH REPLIES WERE RECEIVED, MA.RCH 1951, continued 

Name of Church and Name of Person Replying 

'WISC011SIN 
Ashland 
Conover 
East Cloverlarrl 
Marinette 
Merrill 
Milwaukee--Paul E. Hanson, 2878 N. 77th, Milwaukee 10 
Prairie La.kB , Chetek 
Superior--Ruth Person, 2635 Hammond, Superior 
Tomahawk-~s. Wm. Buchanan, Route 1, Tomahawk 

WYOMING 
Cheyenne 
Laramie 

Questionnaires Sent - 176 
Questionnaires Returred - 47 
other replies received ~ 4 

*Replies received after March 24, 195~ arid therefore not included 
in the tabulations. 
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TABIE XIV 

SUMHARY OF GENERAL INFORM!\.TION 

RECEIVED FROM THE RETURIJED QUESTIONNAIRES, MARCH 19511 

1. Number of teachers making the evaluation. • • • • • • • • • • • 94 
Schools not reporting number of teachers. • • • • • • • 3 
Schools reporting one teacher • • • • • • • • • • • • • 18 
Schools reporting two teachers • • • • • • . . • • • • .14 
Schools reporting three teachers • • • • • • • • • • • • 5 
Schools rep orting four teachers • • • • . . • . • • • • 3 
Schools reporting five teachers • • • • • • • • • • • • 3 
Schools reporting six teachers. • • • • • . . • • .; • • 1 

2. Number of pupils reported enrolled in these schools in the 
Junior department • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 905 
Schools not reporting enrolment • • • • • • • • • • • • 3 
Schools reportmg from 2 to 9 pupils enrolled • • • • • 13 
Schools reporting from 10 to 19 pupils enrolled • • • • 14 
Schools report:ing from 20 to 29 pupils enrolled • • • • ll 
Schools reporting from 30 to 39 pupils enrolled • • • • 2 
Schools reporting from 40 to 49 pupils enrolled • • • • 2 
Schools reporting from 50 to 80 pupils enrolled • • • • 2 

3. Number of quarters naterials have been in use: 
Schools report:ing six quarters of use • .. • • • • • • • • • • • 26 
Schools reporting five quarters of use • • • • • • • • • • • • • 6 
Schools reporting four quarters of use. • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 
Schools reporting three quarters of use • • • • • • • • • • • • 4 
Schools report:ing two quarters of use • • • • • • • • • • • • • 6 
Schools reporting one quarter of use. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 
Schools not reporting number of quarters of use • • • • • • • • 2 

1 Questionnaires, March 1951, introductory questions; Of.lp~ 112 
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TABlE XIV 

SUM.tARY OF GENERAL INFORMATION, continued 

4o Preference and Reasons: 

Question- Quarters Quarters 
naire Liked Best Liked !east Reasons Stated 
Reference 1 2 3 4 56 1 2 3 4 56 
Number 

2 X "We have entered into it more • 11 

3 X X X "Most personally applicable •• n 

5 XX XX 

6 XX XX It • • we are bet.ter acquainted • • " 
7 X 

8 X "Subject. • " 
13 X 11 It had the Ghristms story. ·" 
14 X ". • memory verse references. 11 

16 X X "Difficulty caused by element of 
time •• too little action to be 
extended over period of time." 

18 X 11We are getting better acquainted 
22 X 

25 X X It • • class responded. • d~ not 
respond." 

28 X "Stories more interesting." 
29 X iii 
31 X XX X X X "Applications easier11 in biograp hies11 

38 X 11We have visual aid that pertains 
to this quarter." 

43 X 

46 X X 

letter X X n .improved breakdown of lessons 
and better subject matter." 

TOTAIS 3 2 4 2 7 1l 1 1 0 4 ., 1 .J 
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TABIE XVI 

PffiTIONS OF TIE BIBIE SCHOOL I&DER VIHICH TEACHERS OF JUNIORS -

1. Portions Pertaining to work with Juniors: 

Item 

a. All Scripture Suggested for teachers 

Number 
Checked 

35 

Number not 
Checked 

12 
b. Introduction to the lesson material 43 4 
c. "Between-Sunday activities" suggestions 26 21 
d. Specific procedure suggestions 41 6 
e. The Junior column 31 16 

2. Portions other than that pertaining specifically to work with 
Juniors which teachers read: 

Item ~uestionnaire REference Numbers• - 2 ~ r:; f. lf ,11 1_2 lt 19 21 2-:l 2~ 26 2'i 2t 29 sc [37 h, hll J~? 
Specific items: 
Highlights X X X :X X 

Sunday School 
l:x Departments :X X 

Tips to Program 
Builders X :X :X :X X 

Editorials :X 

Meditations :X X 

Features X 

Young People X 

Other conments: 
Most all or all X Jl X XX X 

Sporadically X 

Other Portions X X X :X 

' 

1 Questionnaires, March 1951, Reaction of Teachers, question 1 
Cf. Ante, p. 112 

Total 
Replies 

5 

3 

5 
1 
2 
1 
1 

6 
1 
4 
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TABIE XVII 

PROOEDURES VlliiCH TFA CHERS USE1 

1. Suggested Procedures Used: 

Item 
Number 
Checked 

Nu.niler not 
Checked 

a. Unifying activities suggested 
b. Planning with the children 
c. Conversation as a teaching method 
d. Planning procedure so that each step prepares 

for the next 
e. Planning so that prayer time is a natural 

climax 
f. Planning in tenns of a specific aim 
g. Adjusting the selection and amount of 

reading to pupil's ability 
h. Allowing time to pass out Crossroads 
i. Using the pictures suggested 
j. Using other visual aids suggested 
k. Using the extra stories and books suggested 
1. other activities suggested 

2. Description of activities used by teachers: 

Questionnaire 
Reference Number 

,Activities Described 

17 30 
8 39 

35 12 

37 10 

28 19 
39 8 

42 5 
32 15 
20 27 
12 35 
10 37 
4 33 

3 TJ::e pictures in quarterlies used as illustrative 
material 

11 
12 
18 
27 
31 
35 
37 
38 

Scrapbooks and quilt squares for missions 
Suggestions for memory work 
Informal conversation between Sundays 
Records, flannelgraph, filmstrip 
Flannelgraph 
Scrapbooks for sick children; individual reports 
Notebooks 
Memory work projects 

1 Questionnaires, March 1951, Reactions of Teachers, question 2 
Cf. Ante, pp. 112, 113 
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TABLE XVIII 

ANALYSIS OF REASONS TEACHERS DO NOT TRY SOME SUGGESTED PROCEDURESl 

Question­
naire 
Number 

Reasons Stated 
Number of 
Responses 

2 

4 
5 

ll 
12 
16 
19 
20 
22 
25 
35 
37 

40 
41 

3 

4 
5 

6 
12 

15 

16 
18 
19 
21 

26 

Lack of Time • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 14 
'i'i'ffii:VeiiTt had ti.me" for preparation; and 11 haven1t 
utilized much of the possibilities suggested." 
11Use as many as t:iln.e permits." 
"Would not get to our lesson if I let them (the pupils) 
discuss •• no t:ime for extra stories and books." 
11Tm doesn't permit." 
"Limited time is greatest single factor" 
"lack of t m • • " 
"No time." 
"There isn 1 t tine enough·" 
ttLack of time :in class" 
"Tine consuming • " 
"Time is too short. n 
11 0ur class periods are too short (half hour); we barely 
get through the lesson so we seldom get to talk over 
Crossroads. n 
11 Lack of time • " 
"Our tine is limited to twenty or twenty-five minutes 
'Which nakes it difficult to use much naterial." 

Lack of sp:ce, equipment, and proper local organization 16 
"Whole school is closed with prayerlt so there is no 
natural climax of prayer in class; visual aids not used 
because "classes are held in pews •• no bulletin board." 
Circumstances reponsible for not using more. 
11 Haven 1t obtained any of the pictures; closing exercises 
upstairs," so prayer is not a natural climax in class. 
Don't use blackboards because "classes meet in auditorium." 

I 

Prayer not a climax :in class because of "distracting movement 
near the close of lesson period •• facilities limit our use 
of visual aids." 
"No blackboard for Sunday school rooms; too inconvenient 
ordering helps from the Covenant. 11 

n Lack of space·" 
"lack a good map. n 
"Lack of room and equipment • " 
"Inadequate facilities and equipment •• limited space •• 
crowded conditions, no tables, and in some cases several 
classes in auditorium •• average teacher is not well trained." 
"Sone t.h:ings not available •• some not practical far a 
school of our size." 

1 Questionnaire March 1951, Reactions of Teachers, question 2 
Cf. Ante, pp. 112, 113 
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TABlE XVIII 

ANALYSIS OF REASONS TEACHERS ro NOT TRY SOME SUGGESTED PROCEDURES, oon. 

Question­
naire 
Ntunber 

Reasons Stated 

28 "Eight classes neet in one room without partitions, 
and sane without tables, and other proper equip­
ment, making it di.ff.'icult to attempt to carry out 
many of the fire suggestions made." 

Number of 
Responses 

30 

3.5 
39 
46 

11We have not used pictures, blackboards or visual aids 
as we do not have facilities. • we meet in the church 
sanctuary." 
nitems not available •" 
11 No space or material." 
"Limited physical facilities." 

Other reasons. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 7 
11 "Too advanced for Junior department." 
2.5 "Hane conditions of pupils •• some pupils do not 

read well." 
42 "Home study is unsatisfactory because they often forget 

textbooks at home." 
43 11 Have used actual Bible study to better advantage." 

Regarding "between-Bundaytr activities: 
12 11Between-8unday activities are hindered by the distance 

between our home and the church, as well as the fact that 
both of us are extremely limited in spare time during the 
week •• we certainly are aware of the need of all these 
things, however • " 

23 trEx:tra activities during the week for classes are difficult 
because teachers have too many other duties and services to 
attend dur:ing the week •• also it is hard to gather classes 
during the week." 

34 11 •• difficult to gather •• distances make it hard. ·" 
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TABIE XlX 

RESPONSES OF TEACHERS REGARDING BETWEEN-SUNDAY ACTIVITIES FOR JUNIORS1 

1. Responses regarding helpfulness of the suggestions in the teacher's 
helps regarding 11between-8unday activities": 

Number of schools not indicating a response • • • • • • • • • .32 
Number of schools checking 11yes", i.e., that the suggestions 
were hel pfu.l. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 
Number of schools checking "no", i.e., that the suggestions 
were not helpful. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .13 

2. Number of schools indicat:ing tm i{ype of activities provided 
for Juniors during the week • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .14 

Question­
naire 
Number 

2 
3 

5 
11 
16 
19 
28 
29 
33 

Kind of Activity Indicated 

Junior league, devotional periods, crafts 
"At Christmas time two Junior classes brought Christmas 
to a worthy Negro family. We felt that this was a lesson 
in race relations, and we know that it left its impression 
upon the girls." 
Christmas J;nrty 
Made scrap books for missions 
Junior church, choir, and occasional outings 
Junior Ieague every other Monday evening; parties 
Weekly Junior league meets simultaneously with Hi-league 
Junior Choir weekly rehearsals 
"We met every Wednesday night during the week. We 
have Bible quiz sometmes. We have our own programs every 
third meeting, then we have projects. We have made scrap 
books, built bird houses, made a snall church, and had 
parties on Valentine, Thanksgiving, and Christmas." 

35 
36 
37 

"A social party at the teacher's home" 
"Social gathering once a month" 

38 

43 

"We have a very active Junior Club that meets every other 
Saturday afternoon. These sessions are divided into 
three parts--devotional, missionary projects, and social 
Every Friday evening--"activities consist of a craft 
program and visual education on Bible characters. 
.Leagues 

1 Questionnaire March 1951, Reactions of Teachers, question 3 
Cf. Ante, P• 113 
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TABLE XX 

ANALYSIS OF TEACHERS 1 SUGGESTIONS REGARDING PORTIONS OF TEACHERS' HELPS 

THEY DESIRE CHANGED,. RETAINED, OR SUPPIEMENTED1 

1. Changes desired: 

a. Number schools commenting that no change is necessary • • • .11 

b. 

Question­
naire 
Number 

Comments 

3, 5, 9, 
28, 39 
16 

18 
22, 23 
33 

41 

"None" 

"Satisfactory as is •• don't have t:i..ms to use the 
suggestions already there. 11 

"Suggestive and helpful" 
11Satisfactoryn . 
"Helps are all right •• I think the choice of lessons 
are so hard my youngsters just loose interest half 
through the lessons because there seem to be so many 
hard nanes and places to remember." 
"~ader is very good." 

Number schools suggesting changes • • • •. • • • • • • • • •• 6 

Connnents Question­
naire 
NUlDber 
l2 "Greater opportunity for pupil activity and participa­

tion in class; material in Crossroads should be corre­
lated Ydth the lesson taught·" 

1.5 

31 

40 
42 
47 

"lessons too spread out; four lessons on one character 
could be two·" 
11Need help on an application to child's life. • I 
would like to teach a course vrhere the lessons would 
begin with Creation and follow through the Old Testa­
ment as much as possible •• I would also like to have 
them use their Bibles more at hoiOO in filling in 
blanks •• The Crossroads are fine, but •• they need more • 11 

"Teachers find the helps in the leader quite inadequate." 
"Too short, but good." 
"Too adult for class to be taught." 

c. Number schools making no comments regarding changes desired • 31 

1 Questionnaire March 19.51, Reactions of Teachers, questions 3, 4, .5 
cr. Ante, p. 113 
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TABLE XX 

ANALYSIS CF TEACHERS 1 SUGGESTIONS REGA.RDlli G PORTIONS OF TEACHERS 1 HELPS 

THEY D:&sJRE CHANGED, RETAINED, OR SUPPlEMENTED, Continued 

2. Parts desired retained: 

a. Number of schools indicating that they desire all or specific 
parts retained. • • • • • • • • • • • · • • • • • • • • o • • • 23 

b. Number of schools making no comments ••••••••••••• 24 
c. Analysis of items teachers desire retained: 

Items Questionnaire Number: Total 
3 5 6 9 ~2 ~3 hl lf hP lC: 2" 2t: 26 ~7 ~e ,~] i3L 1'35 39 ,,rr;Q ~J 7 

-
* -ll ~ 

All:\ parts • • • • ~X X .:X .:X ~ .:X .:X ~ .:X .:X X 12 
Specific Pro-
cedure. . . • • • .:X .:X 2 
Teacher's Aim • • X .:X ~ X 4 
Thoughts for the 
teacher ••• • • .:X :ll 2 
Approach • ••• , rx .:X J! X :X 5 
Reading the 
Bible • • • • • • :X .:X 2 
Conversing about 
the lesoon. • • • .:X .:X 2 
Memory w:> rk • • • .:X 1 
Reference to 
Bible helps • • • X 1 
Backgrru.nd 
materials •• • • X 1 
Illustrations anc 
how to use them • XX 2 
Methods • • • • • J!· 1 
Outline of lessor 
plan ••••• • • X 1 
Audio-visual. • • XI 1 
Introdl ction to 
lesson material I for the month • • X:: 1 

*"I think the teacher's helps are very excellent and I have derived 
much benefit from the suggestions especially approachil'€ the class."(6) 
"I think they are fine·" (14) 
11We agree that the lessons have been very well plaxmed, and that much 
thought has gone into the preparation of the :n:aterial. We especially 
wish to nention Crossroads, the final page of which is so interesting 
to the pupils, and an excellent tie-in with the lesson. We agreed that 
much more was suggested than we have tine to use, but we would rather 
have too much than too little." 
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TABLE XX 

ANALYSJB OF TEACHERS' SUGGESTIONS REGARDING PORTIONS OF TEACHERS' HELPS 

THEY DESm.E CHANGED, RETAINED, OR SUPPLEMENTED, continued 

3. Additional helps needed: 

Request Que stiomaire Number: Total 
3 'ill2~Jl~a:L9212"'2t;2~2913J3113LI3537li11J.~ ,":ljJ.J IJtC:h'i 

More questions 
in pupil's book 
and to direct 
to tJ:e pupil. • X X X X X X 

More illustratior s 
stories, etc •• fc x x 
More specific out-
line of story • , x 
Aims for pupil. • x 
Anything addi-
tional. • • • • • x 
More Scripture 
helps • • • • • • x x 
Word definitions 
for IUpils. • • • X 
Longer Scripture • x 
More background. x 
Helps on planning 
teachers' meetings x 
More visual aids. x 
More help on les-
::.on material. • • x 
More simple Bible 
helps teacher can 
get without re-
search. • • • • • x 
Help in creating 
interest in home 
work. • • • • • • 
More Bible verses 1 

for pupils to j 
look up • • • • • 
~t other teacher 
are doing • • • • 
Bibliography for 

~~~~f fr;e· • • j 
materials •••• 
List of filmstrips 
etc.. • • • • • .I 

X XX 

X X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

XX 

X 11 

XX 7 

1 
1 

4 

X 3 

1 
1 

X 3 

1 
2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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TA.BIE XX 

ADLYSIS <F TEACHERS 1 SlGGESTIONS REGARDING PORTIONS OF TEACHEffi 1 HELPS 

THEY DllSlliE CHANGED, REl'AINED, OR SUPPlEMENTED, continued 

Request ~ 1: l ll~ l"l 
~.-

p.; p.s ~9 gl j2; 25 ~6 ~9 ~1 ~3 34 ~5 p'i 41 42 !.l, d·),~ "7 Total 

Colored Pictures 
in pupil's book • J! 1 
Ieilgthen 11 convers 
ing about the 
story11 • • • • • • ~ X 2 
More simple maps. X 1 
More puzzles, etc., 
for pupils. • • • :X 1 
Pupil books are 
too solid pr:i.n t .• :X 1 
Lists of sources 
of materials. • • X 1 
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TABLE XXI 

SUMlfillRY OF REACTIONS OF PUPIISl 

1. General Reaction to Materials: 

2. 

3o 

Question 1. • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • a b 
Number schools checking "Interestedtt. • • 39 36 

*Number schools checking "disinterested" • 7 9 
Number schools checking both "interested" 
and "disinterested" • • • • • • • • . . • . 4 5 
Number schools not checking • • • • • • • 1 2 

'What pupils do with their Materials: 

Carry Bibles to and from church • • • • • • • • 
Some carry Bibles to and from church. • • • •••• 
Bibles are kept in church • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Schools not reporting on this item. • • • • • • • • 

Keep quarterlies in church. • • • • 
Take quarterlies home each Sunday • 
Use both procedures in the school • 

• • 
• • 
• • 

• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 

c d e 
12 25 37 
30 20 6 

5 1 4 
5 2 4 

Number Schools 
Reporting 

43 
1 
1 
2 

16 
24 
7 

Take Crossroads home each Sunday. • • • • • • • • • fvh 
Leave Crossroads around carelessly. • • • • • • • • 1 
Schools not reporting on this item. • • • • • • • • 2 
Keep Crossroads in notebooks. • • • • • • • • • • • ·,.4 

Evaluation of tre extent to which general objectives have been 
reached: 

Question Schools Checking: Schools not 
All Most Few None Re:eortin~ 

3. a. 4 30 10 -a 3 
b. 2 11 23 7 4 
c. 4 18 16 2 7 
d. 11 22 13 0 1 
e. 1 8 26 7 5 
f. 1 14 17 6 9 
g. 5 23 13 0 6 
h. 2 11 22 2 10 
i. 4 13 16 0 14 

Total 34 150 156 24 59 

*Included both "interested" and "disinterested" 

1 Questionnaire March 1951, Reactions of Pupils, questions 1, 2, 3; 
Cfo Ante, P• 114 
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TABIE XXII 

ANALYSIS OF THE REASONS FOR PUPIL DITEREST OR DISINTEREST1 

1. Reasons for interest or disinterest in reading the Bible in class: 

Question- Disinterest 
naire or Interest 
Number 

Comments 

a. Number of schools indicating as a reason, the reading 
ability and understanding of the pupils. • • • • • • • • • • 14 

5 D "Lack of ability to read" 
8 D "Boys don 1 t understand If 

15 n "Difficult vvords not defined" 
25 D "Poor readers" 
35 D "Vocabulary is difficult" 
40 D "Don 1t understand Bible language" 
16 D-I 11not good readers •• good readers intere sted11 

11, 14, 34 I "like to read" 
33 I ''Interested if not too hard" 
39 I "Like to read. • poor readers encouraged" 
43 I "Good readers" 
44 I "wve to read" 

b. Number of schools indicating as a reason, the desire to 

3 
19 
20 

participate. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ·• 3 

I 
I 
I 

"Chance to participate" 
flAil want to participate" 
"They like to be doing something, not just 
listening" 

c. Number of schools indicating as a reason, the attitude of 

25 
11 

41 

parents. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3 

D 
I 

I 

"parents not concerned" 
"They have been taught to love and reverence 
the Bible 
IIBecause of home background" 

1 Questionnaire, March 1951, Reactions of pupils, question 1; 
Cf. Ante, P• 114 
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TABLE XXII 

ANALYSIS OF THE REA.SONS FOR PUPIL INTEREST CR DIS JNTEREST, continued 

Question- Disinterest 
naire or Interest 
Number -

Comment 

d. Number of schools indicating as a reason, the pupil's quarterly •• 2 

2 I "lessons well written. • stimulate to know 
the rest of the story'' 

12 I "Perhaps curiosity" 

Reasons for interest or disinterest in reading the pupil's quarterly: 

a. Number of schools indicating as a reason, the reading ability, 
understanding, and interest of the pupil ••••• · ••••• 15 

22 

25 
33 
35 

16 
1 
3 
5 
8 

12 
34 
40 
W+ 
45 
47 

D 

D 
D 
D 

D-I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

"Story not complete •• enjoy Bible reading 
or story told by teacher." 
"Poor readers" 
"Don't understand." 
"Stories primarily about men and not related 
to experiences of girlsll 
"Good readers are interested, others not 11 

"Writ ten for them to understand" 
"Written in their languagen 
11CJ.ear language" 
"Ver-.r clear" 
"The stor.r in their la~age" 
"Like to read" 
n •• written in their language" 
nwritten so a child can understand" 
"Stories are interesting" 
"Written in a child's language" 

b. Number of schools indicating as a reason, the attitude of 

25 
41 

parents. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 

D 
I 

u Parents not cone erned" 
'-'Home background" 

3. Reasons for interest or disinterest in daily Bible reading: 

a. Number of schools indicating as a reason, the attitude 

2 
3 
8 

of }:S.rents • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 12 

D 
D 
D 

". • homes have little interest" 
"No encouragement from parents" 
11Di:te to parents" 
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TABlE XXII 

ANALYSIS CF THE REASONS FOR PUPIL INTEREST OR DISINTEREST, continued 

Question- Disinterest 
naire or Interest 
Number 
22 D-·· 
26 D 
35 D 
38 D 
44 D 
46 D 

Comment 

"Disinterested parents" 
11No encouragement from home" 
". • parents do not help" 
". • parents. • n 
ttNon-Christia.n hones" 
"Absence of support at home" 

16 D-I 
23 D-I 

11 largely dependent upon home baclq;roun:i" 
"Depends on encouragement from home" 

43 D-I " • • parents • • " 

b. 

2 
5 

12 
15 
35 
37 

Number of schools indicating as a reason, the teacher or 
the materials. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

Teacher takes the blame 
''Too hard to read" 
11 Ha.ven 't seen the real need for it11 

"Not enough for home reading" 
Too difficult reading 
11Sunday school paper gets misplaced" 

4. Reasons for interest or dis:in terest in memory work: 

a. Number of schools indicating as a reason, ~he teacher or 

• • 6 

the materials. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 13 

2 
3 
5 
9 

15 
16 
28 
43 
47 

4 
6 

11 
37 

D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

I 
I 
I 
I 

"Their teacher hasn ':t made it challenging" 
"Haven 1 t emphasized it enough" 
"Would need to spend a whole period on i t 11 

"Too much like work" 
"Uninteresting presentation in pupil book" 
"No time" 
"Little tine to present it properly" 
11Contests aweal more" 
IIToo little cormection between lesson text 
and memory verse" 
"Candlelight:ing is used with it" 
ttSma.ll awards are given 11 

11Seal awards are given" 
"Work on them in class 
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TABIE XXII 

ANALYSIS OF THE REASONS FOR PUPIL :INTEREST OR DISINTEREST, cont:inued 

Question- Disinterest 
naire or Interest 
Number 

Comroonts 

b. Numbet' of schools :indicati:rg as a reason, tl:e attitude 

10 
25 
41 
42 

of parents • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 4 

D 
D 
I 
I 

"Non Christian homes" 
nParents not comerned" 
"Home background" 
11 • • parents" 



TABLE XXIII 

ANALYSlS OF COM!IIENTS MA.DE REGARDING CROSSROADS1 

1. Favorable comments regarding Crossroads: 

Question­
naire 
NUliiber 

Connnents 

"whatever I have seen has been all in favor •• " 

164 

2 
3 

14 
15 
18 

"Much interested and always begin reading immediately." 
"They like to read tmm. 11 

24, 28 
29 

33 
35 

42 

"Very good paper. n 
"Like puzzles" 
fiLike them very much" 
"Pupils enjoy reading Crossroads •• they look forward to 
each copy." 
"Like it very much" 
"The nat erial is varied and understandable to children. 
It is presented in a way that is familiar to children 
because of school papers." 
"1tr pupils enjoy every part of Crossroads." 

2o Unfavorable co:m.nents regarding Crossroads: 

16 ttStories not colorful enough, particularly for the 
boys. • think they are t sissy' • • often too childish. n 

21 "Much interest lost without teacher supervisiqn. • 
incentive of lesson preparation lacking." 

39 "Time to finish or f:inding tine to do them at all seems 
to be the factor •" 

3. Comments suggesting haw Crossroads are used: 

11 "Notebooks. Paste in scrap book and answer questions 
for folloYling Sunday. Keep a notebook of all their 
Crossroads." 

31 "We collect Crossroads the following Sunday and I correct 
the back page and b:ind them into a booklet for the 
children.tt 

34 "Solll3 have bound them to be given away to a family who 
doesn't attend Sunday School.n 

37 "In the girls 1 class we now have a project to pass on the 
HCrossroads to an unchurched friend as soon as pupil 
finishes it·.u 

42 "They do the work in them in class following the study." 

1 Questionnaires, March 1951, Reactions of Pupils, Question 1, e; 
Cf. Ante, P• 114 
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TABlE XXIV 

ANALYSIS OF TEACHERS 1 COMMENTS REGARDING WAYS IN WHICH MA.TERIAIS 

PROVIDED COUlD BE OF HELP IN WORKING TOHARD OBJECTIVES1 

Question­
naire 
Number 

Connnents 

1. Comments of commendation: 
3 "The materials are a great help; it is now up to us to 

reach these objectives." 
5 "We lilre pupils' books in the way interest is aroused in 

reading the entll'e story." 

2. Cozmnents 
12 

16 

indicating local problems which need solving: 
"There seems to be sone provision for the accomplishing 
of all these objectives in the curriculum. However, the 
shortness of the class sessions makes it very difficult 
to effectively accomplish all of these. We are hoping 
that before lang our Sunday school sessions will be 
lengthened to enable us to do more thcrough and effective 
teaching." 
110ur chief difficulty lies in the fact that we do not 
have the tine to do all thiso" 

3. Comments indicating desire for workbook materials: 
19 11Pupils want questions to fill in in the quarterly." 
37 "We feel as though our Juniors need a workbook of some 

kind. They like to read directly fran the Bible :much 
more than from the quarterly. we are almost sure that 
the children would prepare their lessons if they were 
responsible for a page or two in a wo:tkbook evf!!'y Sunday. 
Ore of the classes attempted to work out a plan lilre this 
by keeping the Crossroads in a notebook but the papers 
were too easily mislaid or lost. If the sane things that 
are on the work page of Crossroads were put into workbook 
form we ·are certain the children would be more interested." 

7 11 I wish the pupils 1 books would have questions in them 
to write out during the week. I think it makes it more 
interesting for the pupils to prepare thell' lessons •" 

45 "Pupils would read the Bible with more interest if there 
were homework questions and blanks to fill out. • 11 

47 "(1) Textbook to have at home v;hich would also include 
a written out memory verse specifically dealing with that 
lesson; (2) the current date as well as lesson number 
in the pupil's book so that if a child is absent he 
knows what the lesson is next; (3) a more detailed study 

1 Questionnaires, March 1951, Reactions of Pupils, question 3; 
Cf. Ante, P• 115 . 
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TABLE XXIV 

ANALYSIS CF TEACHERS' COMMENTS REGARDING WAYS IN WHICH MATERIAIS 

PROVIDED COULD BE OF HELP IN WORKING TOWARD OBJECTIVES, continued 

--we're expected to crowd too much into one or two 
sessions. For example, each incident about Elisha would 
have made a wonderful lesson in itself; (4) if Cross­
roads dealt with the lesson for the following Sunday 
the child would be sone what prepared." . 

4. other comments indicat:ing desired changes in materials: 
18 11 How to deal with children in the Junior ages." 
43 "Put up in more interesting form for the pupil." 



167 
TABIE XXV 

ANALYSIS OF TEA.CHERS ' RESPONSES REGARDING REACTIONS OF PARENTS 

TO THE JUNIOR CURRICULUM MATERJAIS1 

1. Number of schools :informing parents: 

Number of schools indicating that parents are informed 
about the purpose and content of the curriculum • • • • • • • 15 
Number of schools indicating that parents are not infonned 
about the purpose and content of the curriculum • • • • • • • 18 
Number of schoo].s indicating that some parents are informed • 1 
Number of schools not reporting on this item. • • • • • • ~ • 13 

2. CoiiliOOnts about how parents are informed: 

Question­
naire 
number 

Connnents 

2 

3 
6 

16 

18 
21 
22 

23 

25 

27 

29 

36 
37 

11We do have. a type of parent teacher meeting when we talk 
things over but we do not reach all this way. There has 
been no outward response in specific action but a growing 
interest on the part of some in the meetings." 
contacted through letters sent to homes 
"By teachers telling parents and encouraging pupils to tell 
trem. Some parents have responded. If parents are Christian, 
tmy are much in favor of our cUITiculum." 
nParents receive letters provided by the Covenant and sent 
by the local school." 
"Speak to tiE parents. They are in favor of the materialso" 
"By letters provided with material." 
"By letter. Most parents unless having close affiliations 
with the church seem very disinterested other than sending 
their children to Sunday school." 
"Information sent with pupils at beginning of each quarter. 
Parent teacher meetings; home contacts. Some say it's too 
hard; some say it 1 s excellent ; sone have no c ormnent. 11 

trPupils are requested to let their parents see the quarterly 
material." 
"Occasionally with a pr.in ted form letter signed by the teacher 
but otmrvrise it's been the pupils' job to tell their parents." 
"We have sent out letters to inform parents. Parents emorse 
any project or special activities that helps the child." 
"They have received letters concerning the lessons and materials." 
"By letter and home visi.. tation. Some parents are concerned; 

1 Questionnaires, March 1951, Reactions of Parents; Cf. Ange, P• 115 
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TABlE XXV 

ANALYSIS OF ·TEACHERS' RESPCNSES REGARDING REACTIONS OF B\RENTS 

TO THE JUNIOR CURRICULUM MA.TERIA.IS, continued 

others careless. Almost all of them feel that there is not 
enough preparation required for the pupil for a Sunday morn­
ing session. The Crossroads are either given away or lost 
so seldom does a child do the daily Bible readjx]g. When the 
parent tells the child to study his lesson there is no way 
to lrnow if he has. They would all prefer a worlcbook instead 
of the lesson quarterly." 

40 11By conversation witb them personally. A few help with 
lessons at home, most seem mdifferent." 

41 "By letter or contact in the Sunday school, church or home. 
Responded splendidly. Say the mterial is too general. It 
is difficult to follow· unless the teacher types questions. 
If lessons were dated, the parents could follow." 

3. other comments reported :made by parents about the curriculum: 

11 "Could question and answer section in quarterly be arranged? 
Too many Bible heroes are studied in one year. As a result · 
the pupils do not grasp too much of each one. Have fewer, 
and more lessons on each one." 

15 "Poor memory verses and presentation." 
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OBJECTIVES OF CIIRISTJJ~N EDUCATION 

PREPARED BY THE INTEill'JATIOHA.L COUNCIL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION1 

God 

Jesus Christ 

Christlike 
Character 

Christian 
Social 
Order 

Churchmanship 

Christian 
Family 

Christian 
Life 
Philosophy 

Bible 
and other 
materials 

1. Christian education seeks to foster in gr~ving 
persons a consciousness of God as a reality in 
human experience, and a sense of personal rela­
tionship to him. 

2. Christian education seeks to develop in growing 
persons such an u...>J.derstanding and appreciation of 
the personality, life, and teachings of Jesus as 
vYill lead to experience of him as Saviour and Lord, 
loyalty to him and his cause, and will manifest 
itself in daily life and conduct. 

3. Christian education seeks to foster in gr()il'{ing 
persons a progressive and contL~uous development 
of Christlike character. 

4. Christian education seeks to develop in grovving 
persons the ability and disposition to participate 
in and contribute constructively to the building 
of a social order throughout the world, embodying 
the ideal of the Fatherhood of God and the brother­
hood of man. 

5. Christian education seeks to develop in growing 
persons the ability and disposition to participate 
in the organized society of Christians--the Church. 

6. Christian education seeks to develop in gr~ring 
persons an appreciation of the meaning and importance 
of the Christian family, and the ability and disposi­
tion to participate in and contribute constructively 
to the life of this primary social group. 

7. Christian education seeks to lead growing persons 
into a Christian :interpretation of life and the uni­
verse; the ability to see in it C~d 1 s purpose and 
plan; a life philosophy built on this interpretation. 

8. Cllristian education seeks to effect in growing 
persons the assimilation of the best religious ex­
perience of the race, preeminently that recorded in 
the Bible, as effective guidance to present experience. 

1 International Council of Religious Education, Curriculu.rn Guide, P• 9 
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OBJECTIVES OF CHRJSTIA.N :EDUCATION 

ADOPTED BY THE COVENANT BOli.RD OF YOUTH vYOR.K, February 19511 

GOD 1. To develop in every child, youth and adult, a con-
sciousness of God; to develop a.'l1 active faith in 
Him as a reality in human experience and to foster 
a sense of personal relationship to Him. 

JESUS CHRIST 2. To develop in every person a groYving faith in Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, and to lead him to a personal 
acceptance of Christ as Savior and lord. 

HOLY SPIRIT 3. To develop in each person an awareness of the active 
presence of the Hol;z Spirit, the third person of 
the Trinity. 

BIBlE 4. To develop in all persons a belief in the Bible as 

CHRISTLIKE 
CHA.RA.CTER 

CHRISTIAN 
HOME 

CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH 

SOCIETY 

the inspired Word of God arid as the perfect guide to 
Christian life and conduct. 

5. To develop an increasing understand :in g of Christ's 
1 life and teachings which will result in continuous 

growth toward Christlike character. 

6. To develop in all persons an understanding of the 
importance of establishing and maintaining a Christian 
home, and to live in the home according to the ideals 
ana-standards of Christ. 

7. To guide individuals into an ever deepening connnunion 
with Christ and his followers through active partici­
pation in the Cl1ristian church. 

8. To challenge all persons to share in a construc·fjive 
ministry to the spiritual, physical and intellectual 
needs of people of every race, color and level in 
society. 

1 Covenant Board of Youth Work 1unutes, February 1951. 
(Objectives adapted from the ones stated by the International Council 
of Rel:i.g ions Education) 
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