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INTRODUCTIONW



CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A+ The Problem
1. Definition of Terms

Communicants' classes are the Presbyterian equiva-
lent of Confirmation classes in the Anglican and Lutheran
churches. They consist of a series of instructions given
to those who are or ought to be considering the full pledge
of their meﬁbership in their particular churchh. That is,
they are held for the preparation of those individuals who
are coming to the Communion for the first time. It is in
this connection that the name "Communicants™ classes is de-
rived,- they are for those who are going to "commune'.

To most people this step is known as "joining the
cﬁuréh", vet technically such is not the case unless the
individual's parents do not belong to the church; for a
child born of Presbyterian parents automaticaly becomes a

membeyr of the wvigible church.l

L 4 * L ] . L] L]

l. The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the
United States of America, p.ll4. "The visgible Church,
wiich is also catholic or universal under the gospel
(not confined to one nation, azs before under the law),
consigsts of 2ll those throughout the world, that profess
the true religion, together with their children; and is
the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, the house and fami-
1y of God, out of which there is no ordinary possibility
of salvation.®

—l-
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WA11 children born within the pale of the visible Church
are members of the Church, are to be baptized, are under
the care of the Church, and subject to its government
and discipline; and when they have arrived at years of
discretion, they.are bound to perform all the duties of
ciurech members.? ‘

What, then, is so frequently thought of as "joining the
churca” is in reality entering into full communien or full
membership privileges of the church. Thess privileges are
granted upon the individual's tzking of a2 definite and
public stand. The Constitution further states:

"When persons baptized in infancy sre to be admitited to
full communion with the Church, they shall be exumined

ag to their knowledge and piety, and shall in ordinary

cases, with the approval of the Session, make a publice

confession of their faith, in the presence of the con-

gregation.®

This public confession of faith reqguires an affirmative
answer to the following questions:®

1. Do you believe iv oune God, Father, Zon, and Holy Ghost?

2. D0 you believe in Jesus Carist, «s the only—begotten
bon of God, and do you reeeive him as your Saviour and
acknowledge him as your Lord?

Ss Do you belleve in the Holy Scriptures as the Word of
Gody and accept them as the infallible and supreme
rule of faith and conduct?

4. Do you promise to endeavor to lead a consdauent
Christian life?

S« Do you promise to obey the rules of tais church, and
to contrlbute to its suprort according to ability, to-
attend its services, and to promote its peace, purity,
and welfare, so long as you remain a member?

Many prefer to call this step "Confirmation", be-
. » L] . . .

1. Presbyterian Constitution, op. cit., p.398.
2« Ibid. 3 Pc‘g:llo
3. Roberts, William Henry, A Manuel for Ruling Hldsrs, p.l45.
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cause the making of the public confession of faith is in
effect a confirmation of the vows taken by the parents of
the child at the time of his baptism. The prospective
church member first confirms his position in the church and
then partakes of the Communion. The writer prefers the
word "confirmation" for this rite, since it is & more posi-
tive and more inclusive term, but will in this present
thesis use the term "communicants'" to avoid confusion with
the rite of confirmation as it is understood in the Anglican
and Lutheran churches.
In these other churches the meaning of the rite

is practically the saﬁe ag in the Presbyterian church ex-
cept for certain theological implications in regard to the
receiving of the Holy 8pirit. €. L. Slattery gives this
interpret&tionl in his statement that the Holy Spirit is
given then not for the first time, but in a full way. The
Incyclopaedia Britannica defines confirmation as "one of the
sacramental rites by which the catechumen is admitted to
full membership in the Church . . . and is especially con-
nected with the gift of the Holy Ghost% © Whereas the
definition given in the Schaff-Herzog Religious Encyclo-
paedia is as follows:

"Confirmation is the rite which in the Roman Catholic

l. Slattery, C.L.y, Following Christ, p.8.
2. Gnecyclopaedia Britannica, vol.6.y, D233,




and Greek @hurches is considered a sacrament conveying
strength for Christian warfape and completing the gift
of the Holy Ghost bestowed in baptism, and by which in
the Anglican and Lutheran Chur%?es baptized persons are
received into full communion.®
Aside from this interpretation of the gift of the Holy
Spirit, the benefits of confirmation in the Episcopal
Church, described by Slattery are the same as those sub=
scribed to in the Presbyterian Church; that is, the recep-
tion of the individual into full menmbership privileges and
responsibilities, a definite public stand concerning the
choice of Christ as leader and His folliowers as associates,
and the seal of his own conversion. Conversion should be
the test of readiness for full church membership. Concern-
ing this, Slattery says, "You may . . . test your conversion
by asking if you are ready for complete surrender. If you
are ready for that, you are ready for confirmation."?® The
following statement is found in the Schaff-Herzog Religious
Eneyclopaedia concernibg admission to the Presbyterian
Church:
"The terms of admission to the communion of the visible
church are the same as the terms or conditions of sal-
vation revealed in the Holy Scriptures . . « The Christ-
ian Churches have no right either to add or to take from

these terms or conditions, and gll who have accepted
these are brothers in Christ.t

L] - L 4 L L4 *

l. Caspari,W., in, The New Schaff-Herzog Religious Encyclo~
paedias v0l.3; De223.

2. S8lattery, C.L.s loc.cit,

3. Roberts, W.H., (in, Schaff-Herzog, Ibid., vol.9, p.241.
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But how is the child to come into a saving know-
ledge of Christ, that is, how is he to be converted, unless
he be taught? Provision is made in the Presbyterian Con-
stitution for the instruction of children who have been born
into the Church. It says that they

"are to be taught to read and repeat the Catechism, the
Apostles' Creed, and the Lord's Prayer. They are to Dbe
taught to pray, to abhor sin, to fear God, and to obey
the Lord Jesus Christ. And when they come to years of
discretion, if they be free from seandal, appear sober
and steady, and to have sufficient knowledge to discern
the Lord's body, they ought to be informed it is their 1
duty and their privilege to come to the Lord's Supper.®
This giving of instruction should be the duty of the parents
and of the Sunday school, but aside from home and Sunday
school training, there are classes for informing of echildren
of their duties in coming to the Lord's Suprer and of coming
into full membership in the church. HMembers may be received
into the church at any time, but it is usually done at a
Communion service, and more especially at Taster time.
Tor this reason, pre-Communion or Communicant classes are
usually held for six or more weeks before the RBaster Com-
munion. In some churches the classes are held on Sunday
during the Church Schocl session, the participants being
excused from their regular classes. Other churches prefer
to hold their classes on & week-day immediately after
school hours. The Haster season is especially advantageous

L4 » L » - [ ]

1. Presbyterian Constitution, p.440.




because the religious natures of the children seem to be
heightened in these early spring days; furthermore, the
rites in the Liturgical churches during the Lenten scason
are an influence in keeving religion before the minds of
the youngsters; then, too, for those who hold the session
on week-days, the season seems advantageous, for the emo-
tions are neightened by the on-coming spring days, yet the
days aré.ﬁtill too cold for out-of=-door:s play so that the
children are willing to stay within doors.t
Hr. Lukens prefers to c¢all his class an "Instruc-
- tion" clasgs, iather tnan a Communicants' classy for, while
ais aim is to lead children to the Communion, he does not
want the children to feel that they are being #herded® to
the Lord's Supper: the step should be individual and per-
sonale Then again, by calling‘it an Instruction class, the
pastor can exclude from full church membership, without disge
appointment to them, those who he feels are not ready to
receive the Lord's Supper because of ingdifference or ignore
ance. This latter is very important, for, as we have hee
fore mentioned, no one should be rece:ved into full church
membersinip who has not bheen truly counverted.

The Pastor is usually the instructor of tiae class.
It is an important duty for him, for by it he comes into
closer contact with the children of his parish, and through

¢ e s & s e

l.’Cf., Lukens, Victor He.; A Pastor's Instruction (Jlass for
Children, ped.
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them with the older members of his congregation. Thus he

el

nimself becomes in a messure directly responsible for the

type of members whom he gathers into his Church. And

furthermore, he is better enabled to understand and cope
with problems that may arise in the homes or in the Church.

2« The Problem Stated

The problem becomes specifically this: do the
cormunicants! class have an important place in the Church,
and if so, what is that place? Do not the Sunday schools
adequately care for the Christian education of the chnildren
of the Church? And again: are the communicants's classes
adequately filling their own place: if so, how; if not, why
not, and now can tihe situation be remedied? Is it possible
that there are Church menmbers who are not truly converted?
fhis final question is at the root of the whole problem.

Very evidently tahere is something wrong with fthe churca

today, and this "something” is rooted in its members who

do not live up to their profession, or their supposed pro=-

fession according to the standards of the churcih.

Mr. Lukens makes the following very significant statement:
"I have to get the class to unlearn the idea that Churech
membership assures salvation. It is necessary to show
that neither being in or out of the Church has anything
to do with salvation, for that is dependent on faith
alone, but that Church membership should come after

salvation.t+

1. Iukens, ope.cits.,; D23,
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If there is this problem to meet, how is it to be met?

What subjects are dealt with in the communicants' class?

Are these the elements which should be incorporated in the
curriculum? How much and what sort of teaching should be
relegated to the Sunday School, and what to the communicants’
class? Can we lay down any definite curriculum? And
finally, what evaluation can be made of existing Gommunicants’

classes in the light of their apparent results?

B. Method of Procedure

In order more clsarly to present the problem, the
following chapter of tﬁis thesis will be goncerned with the
history of communicant eduéation throgsh the centuries and
its development in the Presbyterian Churcihh in the United
States of Americas 8ince the founding of this Church in
1788. The second specific problem discussed will be thnat
of the need for communicants' classes, including a study
of the religious needs of adolescents, their need for the
Caurch, the Church's need of them, and the gpecific place
of comnunicants' classes in the Christian Church. There is
no intention to indicate that only adolescents "join the
Clmareh", or need to be educated in church membership, but
that this is the age at which young people are usually
taken into the Church. Furthermore, the subject must of
necessity be delimited , therefore a study éf adult train-

ing cannot be itreated nere. Chaplter four will be devoted




to & survey of current procedure in communicants! classes
in the Presbyterian Church in the United Stafes in Amerieca,
and will include a discussion of their organization, their
curricula, and the methods used. The fifth chapter will
inelude am evaluation of that procedure., Finally, the
whole study will be summarized and pertinent coneclusions
drawn concerning the proper place and procedure for commun-
icants' clusses in the Presbyterian Church in the United

Stetes of America.
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CHAPTER II

THE HISTORY OF COMMUNICANT EDUCATION AND ITS DEVELOPHENT
IN THE PRESEYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A. Introduction

Communicants' classes have just bheen definedlas
those classes in the Presbyterian Church which are for the
purpose of preparing those who are coming to the Communion
for the first timej classes in which young people, baptized
in infancy, are prepared for full membership in the church.
Two guestions immediately present themselves: first, how
did this custom arise? and secoad, how wide~spread is it?

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in the United States of America was founded just one hune
dred and fifty years ago, but to study the development of
communicants' classes in the church, it is necessary to
survey tae histdry of communicant education through the
centuries, beginning with the origin of the vractice in the
Barly Church. It will be the purpose of this chapter to
snow how the communicants' class came into existence as an
outgrowtn of the catechumenate of the Zarly Church. The

study will center first around the catechumenate, the cate~-

1. Cf. Ante, p.l,

-]le
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chetical schools, and infant bantism and confirmation in
the Barly Churchj; then, around the instruction of cate-
chumens from the fifth century to the Reformation; third,
around communicant education from the Reformation to found-
ing of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of
America in 1788, ,and finally around the development and
practice of communicant education in the Presbyterian

Caurch in the United States of America.

B. Communicant Bducation in the HRarly Church
l. The Catechumenate
The first Christians were adults as were also

the first converts. Therefore in the early centuries
practically all efforts to educate neople in the ways of
Christianity were directed toward adults. That such edu-
cation was necessary is evident when one considers that the
converts came directly from paganism to a religion that was
entirely new and foreign in its content. One camnot become
& discivle of Christ without First knowing about him, nor
can one expect to carry out the principles of Christ with-
out knowing those princivples. Christ's final instructions
to his intimate friends were,

nGo ye therefore, and make disciples of all nations,

baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the

Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe

all things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I a§

with you always, even unto the end of the world."

. * . - L 4 »

1. Mattnew 28: 19,20. A.R.V.
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Baptism 1is the sign of the Christian, and all who have been
baptized are msmbers of the Christian church, but before
being baptized one must first be instructed as to the meanw
ing of bvaptism. For the Jewish converts this transition was
not so difficult, for their councention of God was the same,
and their system of morals was practically the same, and they
were acquainted with the idea of baptisms, or washings; but
for the pagan it was a combplete change of life, an absolute
turning about from one code and set of customs to ansther.
For thils reason there grew up the catechumenate or system
of instructions for those who Wis@ed to identify themselves
with the Caristian church. ©f this system, M. Reu says,
"The earliest traces of the catechumenate are found in the
Apostolic era; it attained its highest verfection in the
fourta century, but soon after, already in the fifth cen-
tury, it began to decay.® 1

It is evidenﬁ that at first the gatherings of
the disciples were free to any one wiho wished to learn of
the Christian faith. But as time went on it became necesgs-
ary to make more stiringent rules, and to take more care
concerning those who were admitted to the church, for "the
need of it was demanstrated by cases of relapse into
heathenism and of the seeking.of membership from interested

e e e e s @

1. Reu,l.;Catecnetics,y p.13.
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or treacherous motives.” 1 The catechumenate became not
only an instruction class, but also a period of probation
wasn the applicamt for membership in the church was close-
ly watched for his motives, his sincerity, and his will-
ingness to carry out the principles of the Christia
religion.

An apilicant was received into ithe catechumenate
by the laying on of hands and prayer and the making of the
sizn of the cross. TFrequently these avplicants, or cate-
coumens as they were called, were the children of Christ-
ians, who were of age to rsceive instruction, but while
thiere was no particular specification as to the proper age,
most of the catechumens were adults. Constantine the Great
was nimself a catechumen. The essential was that they had
not vreviously been baptized.z

The length of the time spent in the catechumen=-
ate variedjgifferent yiaces. It was divided into two
periods, the Tirst of which was more of a probation period
and lasted usualiy for two or three years. During this
time there were occasional examinations along with the
instruction waich was given. The information was of a

| . . L . L] ]

1. Cohnrs,F.,. in; The New Schaff-Herzog Religious BEncyclo=-
p&iedia, V.E, ;}-449.

2. Cf. Coleman,L., Caristian Antiquities, p.5l1.
¢f. Cyclopaedia ol Biblical, Theological, and RBecleg=
jastical Literatures v.2., D.153.
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genersl nature concerning the rudiments of the Gospel and
the resading of the Scriptures. The second period was &
more special prepvaration for the reception into membership,
and only those were admitted who, after careful examination,
had proved themselves ready. This period was usually con-
ducted during Lent and was in turn divided into two parts.
The catechumens were now allowed to attend the services of
the congregation proper, as well as to receive more parti-
cular instruction in the details of the faith. In the
first period there were three very definite kinds of pres-
caration; the first was instruction in the things which
they must give up (renunciation); the second, instruction
in the things that they must believe (faith); and the
third, a sort of exorcism to drive away the ewvil gpirits
of paganism. By the Thursday before Zaster the final list
of those 1o be admitted to baptism was drawn up. Friday
was spent by these catéchumens in prayer and fasting and
on Saturday morning they came together for the final pres-
aration before baptism, which should take place that same
evening. 1 And on Baster Sunday the new members for the
first time partook of the sacrament of the Lord's Suppers.
e e e s e »

l.&EBncyclopaecdia of Religion and Ethics, v.3.,7.2586.
cf. GOlemau: ’Q}B.Ci‘h-, p-ﬁé.
cf. Reu, {}peCit-’ ?028-290
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We bhave mentioned that the length of the cate-
chumenate varied in different vplaces. Not only did the
length vary, but also the method of procedure and content.
Coleman mentions that some authorities indicated four divi-
"sions of the catecﬁamenatel while others indicated two or
three. De Pressense tells us that instruction was divided
into three parts, corresponding to the three years o7 pro-
bation.= He also states that there were two princinal
periods, as was mentioned above, but that
"In the first, the candidates were regarded as standing
on the threshold of the Church; they could teke no part
in its worship, and were required to leave before the
reading of the gospel. This barrieg was ounly removed
on the very eve of their baptism.”

2. The Catecnetical Schools

The importance of the catechumenate may in some
measure be aporeciated when one realizes that it was from
these classes that there arose the catachetical schools.
We quote again from De Preesense:

"There arose a true apologetic school, in which it was
not deemed enough to expound Christian doctrines, but

in which the attempt was made to show the corresoondence
of these doctrines of thought, and to h&rmgnlge them
with the best aspirations of the old world. We form an
idea of the importance which the Church attached to the

. » » . L d L]

l. Coleman, op.cit., D.E3 ’ o ‘ o

2. De Pressense, Christian Life and FPractice in tae
Zarly Church, p.ll.

3. Ibid.y pe17




instruction of its catecihumens, whepn we see such men &as
Clement and Origen undertaking this office, and glory=-
ing in the name of catechists. . « The ancient Church
attached far more importance to intellectual competency
than to official dignity for such a work, for rhe was far
removed as yet from imagining that Christians are made
by a rite, and +that supposed sacramental grace supplies
all deficiencies.”
Further, in the Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics, we
find:
"The Catechetical School at Alexandria and similar in-
stitutions elsewhere were, no doubt, in part, though
not exclusively, intended_for the benefit of catechumens
in the technical sense."
The practical purpose of the Alexandrian Catechetical
School was to prepare willing heathens and Jews of all
clagsses for baptism. It later developned into a sort of
theological seminary for tae education of many bishops and
caurch leaders. There was only one instructor at first,
who received no fixed pay, and vwho conducted the classes in
homes rather than in special buildings.S
3. Infant Bsptism and Confirmation
The catechumenate continued to hold sway until the
end of the fourth century. With the increase in the
practice of infant baptism, there came a decrcase in the
prevalence of the catechumenate. However, instructions
were not altogether stopped, for it was evident that those

L - L * L4 -

1. De'Pressense, 0ps Cite, Polbe .

2. CelLe.Feltoe, Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics, v.3,
Pelb6e .

3. Ct. Schaff,Philip., History or the Caristian Church,
Vu?,., PP {?’77’ 816,
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baptized in infancy should be brought up to know the doc-
trinesg of the Christian church into which they had been
baptized. Further, there came into existence the rite of
confirmation, separate from baptism, which was the act of
taking for oneself or rather confirming, the voer made for
one in infancy by his parents. The term confirmation was
not used in the early church, and indeed, cannot be traced
beyond the fifth century.® It is not a Biblical term in
tne technical sense, and therefore was not employed by the
apostles. But the rite itself was carried on as a part of
the combination of ceremaﬁies which usually made up the
sacrament of baptism, and consisted in the anointing with
oil and the laying on of hands. These ceremonies did not
necessarily take place at the same time, but from the first
it was the usual custom. The administration of the rite of
confirmation was to be performed only by the bishop, hence
with the rapid spread of Christianity it became imvossible
for the bishop to be present at every baptism and the rite
of confirmation was deferred until such a time as the
bishop could be present. The practice of infant baptism
caused a further separation of these two ceremonies, as has
already been shown. Considerable controversy arose over
thisg, for it was felt that instruction im the doctrines

should precede baptism, but here instruction necessarily

1. Cf. Reu, op.cit. p.13




-19.

followed at a time when the child had reachec the "age of
discretiontt However, in spite of antagonism, infant bap-
tism became prevalent, and the catechumenate as an insti-
tution declined, at about the beginning of the fifth
century. This decline was also hastened by an increase in
the number of people seeking admission to the church. Non-
Christians came dirsctly to the immediate preparation for
the baptismal service without having had thorough instruc-
tions and examination.® Yet there were still private in-
structions carried on both in prevaration for baptism and
for confirmation.®

It should be noted here that the rite of con-
firmation was definitely connected with the idea of the
reception of the Holy Spirit. Scripture seems to indicate
that the Holy Spirit may be receivedeither after or before
ba@tism.4 But in the development of Christian customs, it
came to be regarded that the Holy Spirit was given after
baptism; this was more especially so because of infant
baptism. It was not, however, considered as an entirely

» % = s e &

1. Cf., Encyclopaedia Britannica, v.6, p.233.

2- Cf-, ‘Schaff-ﬂerzag, Ibi&.c, V-g; Po449-

3. 0f., Coleman, op.cite, p.53. :

4. Of., Acts 10:5,6. When they heard this, they were bap-
tized into the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul
had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came upon
them. Acts 10: They... were amazed ... because that on
the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy
Spirites.. And he commanded them to be baptized in the
name of Jesus Carist.
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fresnh gift bestowed at confirmation, but rather a strength-
ening of the grace bestowed at baptism. Cyprian is said to
be the first to distinguish between the baptism of water
and the baptism of the Holy Spirit.l Some churches today
retain this distinction, while others do nots the Presby-

terian church does not.

C. Communicant Bducation from the Fifth Century
to the Reformation
The catechumenate could not disappear in a day

and so we find that even with the breakdown of the rigid
ruless classes continued to be held for those who wished
to identify themselves with the Christian church. In the
fifth century Christianity had become the established
religion. Those wighing to Join were examined as to their
motives, and if they proved acceptable were set aside with
the sign of the eross, the laying on of hands, and blessing
with salt. There was no special instruction for two or
three years, but at the end of that time they might ask for
baptism. Then followed instructions and ceremonies, the
learning of the exact words of the creeds and Lord's Prayer.
Recitation of these togetner witn & final renunciation of
the ways of paganism. and the baptismal ceremony took
place on the night before Easter; and thnen, after & week's

L L 4 * L] *® L]

1. Cfo’ SChaff;Po’ Op.cit. p.257-
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instruction, the candidates Jjoined with the cangreg&tion.l

Instruction after this period, however, deccreased
more and more. Witﬁ Christianity forced on whole nations
at once, it was impossible to be thorough in examination and
preparation of candidates, and much impurity came into the
church. Moreover, parents neglected the proper instruction
of their children in the ways of Christiznity, and the
church proved itself inadeguate to remedy . - the situatian.z

Between the seventh and ninth centuries there.
vere a few who dnsisted on the teacning of the young, nota-
. bly Pirmin,kﬁlcuin, and Rhabanus Mauruss; but not a great
deal was acecomplished until Charlemagne, who was the pupil
of Alcuin, put forth his efrfort toward the establimament of
schools. These schools, nowever, were rather limited
since tiney were attended mostly by future cleries. But it
is well to note that at this time the first German catee
chisms came into e;\:i_steﬂce.j"s

Between the years 1z00 snd 18517 there was a rese
toration of the catechiumenate in the home. That is,. the
children received parental instructionm. While the rite of
confirmaﬁian wes carried on at this time, it is uwecertain

how mucn, if any, instruction was connected with it.

During this period the confessional was enforced upon all
» * E L ] * *

1. CTf. COhrs’ sy loc. cit.
Z2e Cfse Heu, o0p. cit., chapter 8.
3¢ Cfe ibid., chapter 11.




above the age of seven, and from it the vpriests were able

to ascertain how much information the children received at
home, and at times even supplemented it. Furthermore there
were the Latin Schools in which a great deal of catecheti-
cal material was imparted. But in spite of all this attempt,
ignorance of the Christian creeds and doctrines was wide-

spread in the Church itself.l

D. Communicant Zducation from the Reformation to the
Pounding of the Presbyterian Church in the
United States of America in 1788
Luther is considered to be the father of modern

catechetics.? Through his “efforts - ruch catechetical
material was prepared, he himself prepafing several cate-
chisms. These were not only for adults, but were con-
sidered for children. In the homes, the schools, and the
churches the catechisms were preached upon and taught.
Wnen it was thought that the children understood the cate-
chisms, they were brought up for examination, upon the
passing of which depended their admission to the Holy
Communion. Reu tells us that "This examination was re-
garded as the genuine evangelical confirmation."> These
examinations were usually held during Lent and were gen-

* . » L] * .

1. Cf. Reuy.opsieits, chapter 12.

2« Cfe Cyclopuedia of Biblical, Theologiecal, and
HEcelesiastical Literature, v.2, p.149.

3. Reu, op.cit. p.120.



erally preceded by several weeks of instruction. PFublic

confirmation was at first avoided because of its associa-

tion with the Roman rite, but gradually it came into good

repute and thus "the first communion... clearly developed

as goal of instruetion."! And yvet, Reu also states

v:ﬂIttmuStibé:&ﬁm&$ted%?howavér;ﬁthgtxin“maay cases rote

learning of the five Chief Parts,® or even of the cate-
chetical texts, was deemed sufficient. At other places
the five Sh@ef Earts were su@plemapted gy special gques-
tions pertaining to the Lord's Supper."

This modified form of the Romanrite at first
gained more ready access among the Calvinists than among
the Lutheran districts® Thus the practice in the Presby-
terian Church has its foundations even before that of the
Lutneran Church, From this time on, there is a separstion
between the general instruction of the young, as in Sunday
gchools, and the special prevaration for the admission to
the Holy Communion, at which time the child confirmed the
baptismal vows. Catebh@tics continued to flourish as the
chief method of instructing the young in the creeds and
practices of the church, the instruction being given by the
parents or guardians, the Sunday school teacher, and the
pagtors. The culmination of instruction came in the srecial
preparation for admission into full church membership.

£ 4 . L 4 [ ] * *

Le R@u' 0Pe Cites PelZ0.

2. Five chief parts of Luther's Catechism. Cf.,Reu,Tbid Ch.14

3. Ibid. p.121,
4, Cf. Caspari,W., The New Schaff-Herzog Zncyclopaedia,
T3y DPP.2R3I 9224
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Philip Jacob Spener (1635-1705), the founder of German
Pletism, advocated special emphasis of tne Sunday School,
of catechetical instruction, and of Protestant confirmation.t
It is interesting to note here that the main emphases of
Pietism were as follows:
"l. That the Catechism of the Church, stamped with its
authority, shall be used in instruction; 2. That the in-
struction is not Socratic. . . 3. That while the pupil
is to learn the words of the Catechism by heart, the
teacher is to explain and illustrate them from the Bible,

and to enforce them on the heart and conscience of the
Catechumen. "<

Catechetical instruction became the practice of
the Calvinists. John Celvin himself published a catechism
in 1557 wnich included éxyositions on the Creed, the Lord's
FPrayer, the Ten Commandments and the Sacraments. This was
superseded by the Anglicen, the Heidleberg, and in 1647,

the Westminster catechisms.3

H. Communicant Zducation in the Presbyterian Church
in the United States of America
Very little direct reference can be found cone-
cerning an actual class for the preparation of communicants
in the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.
Thne General Assembly of the Presbyterian Churech was founded

.« & ¢ = e @

1. Cf. Qualben, Lars P., A History of the Christian Church,
Pe364.

2. Cyclopaedia of Biblical, Theological, and Becliastical
Literature, v=2., p.149.

Se OFfe Qu&lbem, Ibid’ §.266.



in

1788 and from the very first, emphasis was laid on the

importance of catecnetical instruction of the young.l To

quote again from the Constitution:

In

"Chnildren born within the pale of the visible chureh
are to be taught to read and repeat the Catechism, the
Apostles' Creed, and the Lord's Prayer. They are to be
taught to pray, to abhor sin, to fear God, and to obey
the Lord Jesus Christ. And when they come to years of
discretion, if they be free from scandal, appear sober
and steady, and to have sufficient knowledge to discern
the Lord's body, they ought to be informed it is their
duty and priviledge to come to the Lord's Supper.t

the Minutes of the General Ascembly of 1818 we find the

following statement:

"Resolved, that the General Assenbly recommend, and
they do hereby recommend, to the pastors and sessions
of tie different churches under their care to assemble
ag often as they deem necessary during the year, ths
baptized children with their parents, to recommend said
children to God in prayer, explain to them the nature
and obligation of their ba@t%sm, and the relation whieh
they sustain to the church."

In the 1832 Linutes we find another statement which, by

implication,indicates the necessity of special instruction

for prospective church members:

L.
2o
Se

4

"Resolved, that the use of the Catecnism in the reli-
gious education of the young and of the children under
the care of the church be affectionately and sarnestly
recommended to the session in connection with the
General Assembly, as the most effectual means, under
God, of %feserving the purity, peace, and unity of our
church.”

See Appendix

Congtitution, op.cit., ».440,

Minutes of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Caurch in the United States of America, 1818, p.691.
Minutes 1837 2 Do 372
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A further examination of the Minutes indicates
that the instruction of children is given with a view to
their understanding of their place in the church and in
general preparation for full membership. No early refer=-
ence is made concerning special classes for such preparation,
but it is considered to be the duty of the yarents}' the
pastor,2 and the Sabbath~schoal.3

Frequent reference iz made to the fact that it is
the duty of the session to examine and pass upon applicants
for membersnip in the Church. Such a reference is as
follows:

"Tnagmuch as the members of the Session are the judges
of the qualifications of those to be admitted to sealing
ordinances, and the reception of such is their act, the
examination of candidates ought manifestly to be in

neir presence, unless in specisl cases of sickness or
other hindrance, waen this duty may be performed by a
commuittee, under the direction of the Session.t®

The beginning of the present century marks the
beginning of the demand for classes for the immediate in-
struction of those sbout to come into full membership in
the Church. 1In the Preface to his "Hanual for Communicants'
Classes' Dr. Miller makes the following statement:

"The General Assembly, at its meeting in 1904, in re-
sponse to many requests, directed its Committee on the
Forward liovement in Christian Hducation, to prepare a

L] L] » [ L] *

1. Cf. Moore, The Presbyterian Digest of 1886, pp. 802,832,
834,847,

Re Ibid’ }30800.

3. Ibid, pp. 769-773,

4. Ibid, @-8480



manual for candidates for church membership.

2w

Bli

Dr. ¥iller's Hanual was compiled in response to that re-

quest.

In 1912, Dr. Charles R. Erdman prepared a similar

manual under the direction of the Joint Committee on Reli-

gious Hducation, in which he says,

"The practice of conducting classes preparatory to the
communion is being widely adopted. The plan is in no
gsense novel, it is merely a modern form of the instruce
tion which the church has given in all ages since the
early centuries. Wherever the method is followed, the
most satisfactory results are being secured; in fact,

the establishment of such classes has come to be regarded
as a necessity of the modern church.m

Further, in the 1920 Minutes, the following suggestion is

made:

e urge upon the pastors the need and importance of
cooperating with the Board in its work of religious
education by conducting communicants' classes or week-

day classeg.®

The latest work done under the direction of the

General Assembly is that of Reverend Hugh T. Kerr, pub=-

lisihed in 1937. The statement in the Minutes of May 1937

reads:

1.

e
4.

"The Committee hopes that the Manual will be found
worthy of our blessed Lord and His Church and that it
will be used in itraining a finer membership in the body
of the Church."

There is besides this a manual published in the

Miller, Preface~ HManual for Communicants?! (lasses.
drdman, Charles R., Coming to the Communion, De7.
Minutes, op.cit., 1920, p.336,
%ﬁinute&, O?OCito’ lg;ﬁ?, 1}063.
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present year by Reverend Walter D. Knight entitled "Train-
ing Young People for Church Membership." These manuals
cited, together with several others,will be discussed in
chapter four.

Catechetical instruction is the basis for the
materials used in most of these communicants' manuals. It
is not catechetical instruction given as such, but some of
the same material and the same subjeéts are necessarily
employed., In the beginning of the present century memo-
rization of the shorter catechism was yearly urged by the
General Assembly, awards being given to those under eight-
een who had completed a certain amount of memerization.z It
is only natural, then, that the communicant class materials
should follow the outline, and, in some cases, the form of
catechisms, though not for the purpose of memorization. -

Communicants' classes are neld usually once a
year during the pre-Baster period. They are conducted de=-
finitely for individuals who have never before partaken of
Communion, but they differ from the practice of the Zarly
Church in that the applicants have usually been baptiged in
infancy; and also in that the period does not extend over
several years. The communicants' class is not necessarily
a probation period, but rather an immediate preparation for
church membership. There is no debarring of applicants from

. L] L [ ) » .

1. Cf., Hinutes, op. cit., 1900, 1901, ff.
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the church services previous to their entering the class,
as was the case in the Zarly Church, but on the contrary,
an urging of them to attend the services as well as to
learn the catechisms and creeds, whether they were born
within the pale of the church or not. The only restriction
is that they may not partake of the Communion before their
confession of faith in the presence of the Z[ession, and
their acceptance by the Session. In many cases this cone
fession is made without there having been any special pre-
paration for it.l

Because of the nractice of infant baptism, the
members of the class are usually children twelve to six-
teen years of age.2 But sometimes children older or young-
er are admitted; and Dr. EBrdman advocates a special c¢lass
for adults and even suggests that such a class mignt be

conducted for adult churcn members.3

F. SUMMARY
The communicants' class of the Presbyterian
Church differs'ccngiderably from the catechumenate of the
Barly Church, and yet it is evident that the two are
closely related. We refer again to Dr. Erdmant's statement
that "the plan is in no sense novel, it is merely a modern
form of the instruction which the church has given in all

L 4 [ ] L ] . ® L]

%. This is the writer's personal experience.
* Cf. Chart #:ly D78 1.
5. Brdman, Charles He., ope.cit. pp.8,9.

21681



the ages.”l In the Early Church it was for the instruction
of adults who came directly from heathenism into seeking
union with the Christians. In the Medieval Church it was
for children who had been baptized in infancy as well as
for adults who sought church membership. From thne Reforma-
tion to the present time the emphasis has been upon child
training. But at no time has either group been entirely
excluded from instruction, and at all times instruction has
been given, whether to a greater or less degree, in the
preparation of applicants for church membersihip.

Throughout the centuries the emphasis has been
upon catechnetical instruction; today the instruction given
in the communicants' class 1s based upon catechetical
material. In the Harly Church the classes were held for
tnose wno sought baptism, which was the equivalent to
caurch membership; today tne classes are for those who are
about to partake of the Communion for the first time, as
regular members of the Church, a privilege granted only to
those who confess Christ and who have been accepted by the

2 The immediate preparation of the candidates for

Session.
baptism in the Harly Church is equivalent to the communi-
cants' clags in point of time. Thus we may say that while

. L] * . - [ 2

1. Erdm&n’*apc cites fo?. ’
2+ Hinutes; op.cites 6Dy DPP.22,423.



there is considerable differeunce between the method and
prcéedure of today as compared with that of the Early
Church, yet the materials and the purpose are the same.
Thus it is clear that the commuunicants! class is an

outgrowth of the catechumenate.
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CHAPTER IIT

THE NEED FOR COMMUNICANTSCLASSES IN THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A. Introduction

In the foregoing chapter it has been shown that
comnunicants' classes of the Presbyteriaun Church have their
roots in the life of the Barly Church and in the practices
relating to church admission which were carried on thraugh
the centuries following. It was noted that it is only
withio the last few years that the development of communi-
cant' classes in the Presbyterian Church in the United
States of America has begun to take definite form, and
that within this period it is becoming a wide-spread cus-
tom to nold pre~communion classes. The statements that it
"is being widely adopted" and that "it is in no seuse
novel"l are indications that thais practice was not wide-
spread or well known previously. There is now a trend in
the direction of holding communicants' classes, and the
problem is to discover the reason for this and whether or
not tnat reason is valid. The answer to this problem
comes in the answer to the question, "Is there a need for
communicants' classes in the Presbyterian Church in the

United States of Amerieca? and in the supporting of that

l. Grdmen, opecitey, pe7e.




answer. It is therefore the purpose of this present chapter
to investigate the need for communicants' classes in the

Yresbyterian Church in the United States of America.

B. The Adolescent!s Heed of the Church
To identify oneself with the church is definitely
to identify oneself with Christ, for the church was founded
by Him for the purpose of spreading the Gospel and of have
ing fellowship with 21l of His followers. The question
arises, then, concerning the age at which one should unite
with the church. There can of course be no age limit for
those who wigh fto become members of the Church of Christ,
for following Christ depends not upon Qne'é age but upon
- the understanding of the heart. Furthermore, the following
provision is made in the Constitution of the Presbyterian
Church:
"Children, borpn within the pale of the visible Church,
and dedicated to God in baptism . . . when they come to
years qf discyetiqn'. « o ought to be informed it is 1
their duty and privilege to come to the Lord's Supper.”
Yet, “the profession and vow must be spontaneous, they must
proceed from the child's own moral decision.” 2 Rut the de-
cigion must proceed from instruction, and therefore instruc-
tion should come at a time when the individual is psycho-
logically ready for it; &tva time when he definitely needs
the church.
Adolescence is usually considered the "age of

L] LJ * . LJ *

1. Constitution,; op.cit., p.440
2. Sachssey, E., (in; The New Schaff-Herzog Religious
Encyclopaedia, vol.2, p.440.



discretion”. Since it is the pmi?ose of the Communicants!?
¢lass to instruct those who are anticipating the definite
step of coming into full membership in the church, it is
well to discover why the adolescent needs the church.

It is self-evident that if the church is the
organ of religion, the need for becoming identified with it
is a religious one. But what is religion? what is the
adolescent religious experience, the a@oléscent religious
need? "Religion," gays Dr. Horne, "is what a person is,
and tninks, and does and becomesg in the presence of his
God." 1 Religion isg something so definitely bound up with
every activity of life that there cannot very well be made
of it a separate entity. It may be a2t once the foree which
initiates human activity and the goal ﬁawaré wnich that ace
tivity is directed; it may be 2 blind following or a care-
fully thought out system of conduct; it may be social or
anti=social; moral or immoral, according to the accepted
standards; passive or active; highly emotional or phleg-
matic. But whatever its expression it is in any case def=
initely connected with the God-idea, whether expressed as
such or not. A man's god is not necessarily'the personal
God of the Christian, but may be an indefinite entity
which the believer does not even recognize as the entity
toward which his activity is directed. ¥For instance, in
e o o o o o

1. Horne,H.Hey Lin, Wyckoff, Some Definitions off Religion
Selected for Psychology.
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Ames' definition, "religion is the consciousness of higher
social values",! the "higher social vasues" become the god,
This definition would agree with that of Wieman who states
that "God is the growth of meaning and value in the world., ©
W§Eﬁ one deals with the foundations of Christianity, it is
first necessary to deal with the psychological elements
common to all religions and then to indicate what is the
special appeal of our particular church. For the present
purpose the definition of religion used will be that which
hes been quoted above from Dr. Horne, namely, that it is
"what a person is, and thinks, and does and becomes in the
presence of his God."
1. The Child
With this in mind, the next consideration must be at

what age religious vhenomensa begin to appear and what form
these take., There are greatly differing opinions as to
when children manifest definitely religious activities and
ideas, and as to when they should be "taught religion®.
Concerning this, G. Stanley Hall may be quoted as follows:

"I think that in some of our communions we have been

premature; we have sought for too speedy results. A

great many have sought to reap where they have not sown.

They have endeavored to pick open the bud before it was

ready to blossom of itself. We have even revival ser-

mons I believe , still, to children; and one of these

revivalists was kind enough to send me a list of his

conversions, and I figured up over four thousand of

» . * L] . [ ]

1. Ames s EeSey {(in) Wyckoff, Albert C., Some Definitions
of Heligion Selected foe Psychology.
Ze Wieman, Henry, Normative Psychology of Religion, p.51l.



them, and found that the average of the children he had
converted was nine years. Now whether or not so early
an age is the age at which the consummate effect of
religious training ought to be aimed %F, I question -
whether the soul is expanded enough.!

Purther Hall states:

"« o« « the best, the highest service that can possibly

be rendered is the service and the ministry to child-
hoode. « « and I think our churches are coming to realize
now as never before, that it is a far higher thing, be-
cauge it does more good, to really reach children before
they are %gghly matured, tha® to preach and work for
parents.
Of the importance of childhood, ¥udge savs :"in childhood
the 'set' of religious attitudes and feelings is largely
determined."ﬁ
2. The Growth of the Adolescent in Relation to His
Religious Needs
From childhood one passes through puberty to
adolescence. The growth is gradual and continuous, and
the sudden blossoming forth in adolescence is not really
so sudden ag it seems. WMaturation is progressing all the
while, and when the process begins to be more apparent in
some of itis aspects, we say that the child has reached
adolescence. But what is the relation of this process to
the need of adolescents for the church? What is the

necessity of studying adolescent nature in conmection

L) - * * Ld »

1. G. Stanley Hall, (in) Potter, Henry C., (introduction
by) Principles of Religious Rducation, D.180.

2. Tbid., p.188.

3. ¥udge, BeLe.y Varieties of Adolescent Experience, p.l108,



with an investigation of the need for communicants! clusses
in our churches? The adolescent is definitely religion=-
conscious, bmt he needs to be guided in the form and con-

tent of the religion to which he shall give nis loyalty. He

#ie]

is inclined to Join the church as an outlet for his religious
feeling, but he should be made aware of what church member-
ship means. These subjects will be de&lt-with in detail
later on. At ﬁhig point it is necessary to study the prob-
lems of adolescent develoument, for it has been said that
religion involves the whole of life, andiif +t.ig be so0,
then the narts which make un the whole must be studied.
arts are so intriecately bound iﬁtO-QﬂQ another that
any separsation is merely mechanical and there will of neces-
sity be much overlap@iﬂg;
as. His Physical Development

One of the most powerful of human drives is that
of sex. Between the ages, &pproxim&tely, of eleven ond
thuirteen there begin to appear the outward signs of sex
development and increased interest in members of fhe ovnpo-
gite sex. The perplexing problems of childhood abe manifoldly
increased by the maturing inward urzes. The embtional setb-
up of his earlier experiences is intenzified. How is the
or glrE to meet these problems? Who will answer his auestions?

" There is a definite religios need here, as stated by Verkuyl:

"Sex-attraction is & call for sex~control, for self-con-
trole Christian young folks need wholesome acquaint-
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ance; they should play together, pray together and serxve

togetner. Genuine dedicationto Christ provides whole=

some outlets for energies that otherwise might be spent

with demoralizing results. "l

With these sex changes come alsoc the changes in
bodily stature. The bones grow, the organs grow, the
muscles grow, the facial features chaﬁgsgz These processes
do not all develop at the same rate, however, in the same
individual; nor does a particular trait in one individual
develop at the same rate as it does in aenother individual.
Due to this cause of increasing self-consciousness there may
be noted an increased interest in attempts at self-improve-
ment, as indicated by primping, care for the clothes, and
practising before the mirror. All of these things have a
definite effect on the emotional reacticuns of the adolescent.
They tend to give nim feelings of inferiority, feelings of
inadequacy, and a feeling of being misunderstood by every-
one. And these emotiong in turn have a dgefinite bearing on
the religious tendencies.
be His Emotional Development
This leads directly to a discussion of emotional

development in the adolescent. The emations-se color the
wiole of life that freguent reference to them is found in
adolescent psychology. To say that the adolescent is a
"oundle of emotions® would not be far from the truth.

. [ ] L ¢ - ®

1. Verkuyl, G., Adolescent Worship, p.<l.
2. Of. Hudge, F.L.y The Pgychology of Tarly Adolescence,
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A feeling of inadequacy is prominent in adolescent
emotional life. This period of life, between the ages of
thirteen and fifteen, is said %o be & pericd of suicide.l
18 there not something that the experienced adult can do
to alleviate this situation? The problem is a difficult
oney for along with these feélings of inadequacy, the
adolescent harbors a resentment for the authority of adults.

Adolescent emotion is a variable experiencefz He
is tenderhearted and lovin s and responds quickly to love
end understanding in one who has gained his confidence,
but as quickly resents intrusién or foree. He ig moody and
changeable, and may at moment's votice jump from one ex-
treme to the other. The intensity of these changes varies
with the individual, and with the individual's heritage.
Here again religious guidance is needed, for the habits
formed in even these few years will influence his whole
»future life.

It has Just been mentioned that the adolescent
is tender-hearted and lovimg. This love is at first of a
general-nature and then develops into attraction to in-
dividuals of the opposite sex. The emotions are so keyed
up that their expression may take abnormal forms if not
guided. Here is where the adolescent, well-grounded in

s e o o s

1. ¢f. Hollingworth, The Psychology of the Adolescent, p.200.
2. Cf. Mudge, The Psychology of Early Adolescenee, p.b5%.




the Christian faith and in church activity, has the advan-
tage over those who are not.

&

A third interest of the adolescent is his per-

sonal achievement. He likes to excell in all things.l ¥

ie
indulges in hobbies of all kinds and thinks a great deal
about his possible future vocation. ZEmotional upset is
often caused by parents who try to insist that he follow
the paths which they think he ought to follow. The ado=-
lescent is still dependent and unable to order his own
activities, so he feels thwarted and emotional conflicts
arise.

Emotional couflicts lead to the seeking of some
outlet for the emotions. For this reason day-dreaming bLe=-
comes prominent. Another emotional outlet emploved by the
adolescent is that of keeping diariea% The diary aids him
in making concrete and definite those ideas which were be-
fore just vague notions. It may also be a confidant for
the child who feelg that he has no one else to whom to g£o.

The fact should be kept in mind that adolescents
are mbt the only ones who have emotional conflicts. All
people have them. But the difference lies in the fact
that the adult is to a certain degree independent and can

usually Tind an adequate outlet; whereas the adolescent

. . * . * L]

1, Cf. Tracy, The Psychology of Adolescence, p.l127.
2. Cf. Hollingworth, op.cit., p.189.




ig still dependent and unable to fend for himseif.1 The
Church provides the adolescent with a solution to this
problem by providing opportunity for weil directed expres-
sional outlet.
¢. His Intellectural Levelopment
It is in this early period of adolescence that the

child becomes interested in religion ané inciines towerd
#joining the church*% Early adolescence is a time of con-
fusion; later adolescence is a time of increasing steabii-
ity, when habits and tendencies have alreauy becn formed.
Even middle &adolescence is a time of confusion, for with
increased growth there come increased demands. (uilet,
painstaking thought is not easy for the adolescent; but
emotionai, imaginitive thinking hus & very prominent place.
As has been noted before, day-dreaming is pronounced in the
eurly adolescent anu these dresms usually arise out of per-
sonal problems and tend to have at their center the exai-
tation of the dreamer. Accoruing t0 Miss Holiingworth,

“These reveries, when they leud t0o no appropriute action,

may grow into a fixed hebit of retreat from iife's re-

buffs. Their influences in such a case become baneful,

for action anu action alone can give a satisfying sense

of genuine mastery over circumstances.

On the other hand, when daydreams are accompanied
by well directed action they lead to constructive attack
upon the environment, thus aiding in the estsblishment
of an adegquate personality . . . Opportunity for action

ig esgsential , . « Such opportunity shoulu be provided
if possibie.*

1. ¢f. Holiingworth, op.cit., p.&l3.

<. Cf. Holiingworth, op.cit., p.i60.

3. Holiingworth, Letes S., op.cit., p.l%i.
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The earlier that ciear thinking habiis are formed, the
sogner the adolescent wili be azble to adjust himseifl. The
period is one of great impressionability, of deep sensi-
tivity to external stimuli, a time when associations are
made readily and retsined in the memory. <The place 0of the
reiigious eaucator is very definite in the moulding of the
young iives. It is even better if this mouiaing comes be-
fore auoiescence is fuliy reached, or at ieast during the
earlier part. It must not be forgotten that wieh all his
turmoii of tnought and emotions the adolesceni does have
some Vvery definite igeas. Ur. Keigwin has discovered that
the “youtuful mand delves into tne most profound problems of
theoloxgy and metaphysics.*® . Together with these iueas, he
has discouvered tnalt he has the power to assert himseif. It
becomes & freguent delight to him %0 sShocK his eldsrs in
the things that he says end does; and just us fregueaiviy he
aoes nost really mean th&ae»things, but it is to him an ex—
grsaalok of his new-founa power.
d. His Moral - Social Deveiopment

Another cause for emotionai disturbance is the
“conflict which comes in the forming of ideals. 4t this
time the child begins to reach oul aiong mural and soéial
sines. Instead of capitailzing upon this tendency, aduiis
very fraeguent.y thuwart it.

L. Kelgwin, A. Edwin, What ¥ou Should Know, Forsward.



Brooks says:
"Ome of the most serious hancicans to the moral train-
ing of boys and girls in the teens is the questionable
and undesirable conduct of aﬁul?g Whﬂkaevartheless are
respected members of the community.?®
The moral tendency, of course, in a sense includes the 80~
cial, farmorality is based upon the existence of a social
situation. The child under eleven years of age is individ-
ualistic with gradually developing social consciousness.
During the pubescent and early adolescent stage he inclines
to pick out particular individuals to be his eompanions.
Together these "cochums® discover the wider socisl outlosk.
The "gang spirit" holds sway, especially in boys; but the
girls, too, have their clubs and secret agsaciaﬁiOﬁs.g
These sécret affaires may be in a way antie-gocial, yet they
ald in developing & certain group consciousness.

Social leanings arise partly out of the tender
sympathnetic nature of the adolescent. The scope of his une
derstanding is perhaps not very wide, but it is deen and
his sense of Jjustice is strong. These attitudes arise
partly out of his own sense of need and shortcoming and he
becomes very conscientious in his attempts to right the
wrongs of tne Warlé.3 This conscientiousness sometimes
takes the form of over-conscientiousness and he will go

through all sorts of unnecessary and even superstitious

acts to alleviate what he deems to be social injustice.
[ 3 & * L ] . ®
l. Brooks, F«Dey The Psychology of Adolescence, p.33b.

2. Of., Mudge, Psvchology of Zarly Adolescence, p.93.
3& lbidg ”{)-95.
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FPurtner cause for tne development of social con-
sciousness is the growing interest in members of tas oppo-
site sex. Dating becomes desirable, for it brings with it
the social approval of the adolescent "set®. There should
be no ban on boy and girl parties, for they help the ado=-
lescent to gain poise and self-confidence in & normal way.
There should be however a wise and tactful selection of the
parties attended. And where some things are not allowed,
the parents should give & reason which satisfies not only
themselves, but also their children. Adolescents can be

4

trusted, provided adults will give them reason to be

w

trustworthy,

With his socizal consciousness the adolescent
seeks social apyroval.l And thig in part is the reason
for his moral development, for when he azcts in a moral way,
he is more likely +to receivevthe aporoval which he covets.
Sometimes rather thanfgroup approval, it is the favorable
rgccgnitian 0of some particular person that is sought. This
person may be some. one of the opposite sex, or some member

of his own sex on whom ne has & "erush", or it may be God.

[

In any case,y, it is a social outreach, and is a step in the

direction of morality. The adolescent is capable of under-

w

tanding morality for morality's sske. And especially is

this so of the youth brought up in & religious environment;

1. Brooks, opecits, p.193.




that is, an environment in which the religion is definitely
and consciously guilded.

¥uch of the morality of yocuth is the result of a
high idealisml which they have set up for themselves, or
which has been consciously or unconsciously gleaned from
others. Adolescents can and do stand out agsinst things in
which they feel even their own group to be wrong. If this

attitude can be encouraged in the right way, it will assist

k&

the individual in the development of a strong character.

The adolescent should not be allowed to become intolerant

or dogmatic, but courageous and definitely moral. The

churen is one of the strongest stablilizing influences in

voung lives. If interest and membership in the Church can

be brought about in the period just previous to adolescence,

or in early adolescence, his cnaracter and personality will

be strengthened just that much more. To guote from Dr. Link:
"The Sunday School and the Church, whatever their shorte
comings as institutions, do help to inculcate the basic
concepts of right and wrong, selfich and unselfish action,
in tke growing child. They help to establish the basie
belief in God and a divine moral order as the source of
these concepts. They are, therefore, of incalculable
assistance to parents and society in giving children the
necessary foundation for developing good characters and
personalities . . « children who went to Sunday School
had better personality traits than those who did not."~

Here is also the testimony of an adolescent:

L 4 L * * . .

la BKOG}:Sg 0@0{21%}0’ p.3§35,531.
2. Link, Henry C., The Return to Religion, p.l106.



"I was teaching my girls what the church said was right
but what I did not believe. I thougnt I was a liar and
a cdeceliver, and I said so to myself. If I had not bew
longed to the church thens I doubt if I would now. How~
ever, this passed away, and Ilfelt that nmy faith meant
more to me on account of it.®
Tne importance of early religious training and
church connection may be seen in the fact that a youth's
idealism may not necessarily be moral. Iuella Cole saysg
that the sudden adolescent interest in such things as "de-
mocracy®, "honor¥, fhumaenity%®, "sexual purity¥®, and "pro-
nibition" may be atiributed to the fact that he has only

just learned that these things exist. The delinqguent

2

childAbecomes equaily interested in "ighjacking", "gang-
loyalty"s or "racketeering®. "No essential difference
appears in the underlying mechanisms. All ideals are gen-
eralizations of past experiences, used for the pursose of
assaying present or future ceaduct."ﬁ Here is where
church counnection is & valuable asset in indicating to the
young people the highest level of moral activity and in
stabilizing that zctivity.
e. His Religious Development

It is now evident that all of these aspects of
life are a part of religion. In summing this up it is in-
teresting to note the following definitions of religion,
ﬁhich indicate this inter-relationship:

L] - . * * L

l. Hudgesy BeLey Varieties of Adolescent Zxperience, Case 29,
PelR4.

2. Cfey Cole, Luella, Psychology of Adolescence, p.l45.

2. Ibid.
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"Religion is a mental faculty or disposition.” 1

Hax Muller.
"Religion is reverence and love for the moral ideal
and the desgire to realize that ideal in life." Huxley.

"Religion is morality touched with emotion.® M. Arnold.

“Religion is the consciousness of higher social values.®
Ames.

And if this be so then what is the specific problem of re-
ligion in the life of the adolescent? Wewuld refer to our
first definition, "Religion is what é person is, and thinks,
and does and becomes in the vresence of his God;"% and we
would ﬁow keep in mind especially this last phrase, "in
the presence of his God". At the center of the Christian
religion is God. At the center of any religion is the
God-idea. And since the church is the organized center of
the Christian religion, our discussion will be in counnec-
tion with the God of the Christians.

Throughout childhood one forms one's conception
of God in a rather blind way, accepting what is given in
the way of explanations without much guestioning. By the
time adolescence is reached, however, the child is be~
ginning to think for himself, and to guestion those things
which he has been taught about God. The following case is:

o o s o o e

le Cfe Wyckoff,Albert Coy Some Definitions of Religion
Selected for Psychology.
2e¢ Ibid,
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cited by lMudge:

“hbout this time Margaret and I used to engage in some
very deep discussions concerning religion and the ex-
igtence of God. Before this I had accented all things
dogmatically, but now I began to guestion the nature of
God, if such & being really existed. I had a terrible
fear of death and eternity, the words "forever and evert
at theleﬁd of a prayer, conveying the most "gone" feel-
ing.®

The fear mentioned in this experience is a very real char-
acteristic of the adolescent's experience. To this charac-
teristic many evangelists appeal, building up harmful neg-
ative attitudes rather than vpositive attitudesz. The emo-
tions are stirred up and the adolescent becomes "converted"”
without knowing what is really happening. Such a "conver-
sion® is prone to be a very unstable experience, and to
wear away as soon as the emotions are quieted. Coupled
with fear there is often an extreme conscientiousness,
almost to the point of superstition. Again quoting a case
cited by Mudge, we read,
"It was during that year that I was confirmed in the
church {age thirteem%, and I was surely a religious
little girl. I used to marvel at the things I thought
I used to do, but would never do again, such as steal-
ing & pin, an awful crime to me at that time. I used
to wonder how I could even have been so wicked as I
thought I had been up to that time, I immediately
started a reform campaign, almost promising myself never
to spesk or whisper inm church or even tg correct by
slapping & younger brother or sister.”

* L ] - . - »

1. Wudge, Varieties of Adolescent Experience, case 4, p.110.
Ze Ibi&q, C&ﬂegﬁ?, De 05,
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The opposite reaction to féar ig that of love.
The tender emotions are foremost in the adolescent. If he
can be shown that God is & God of love, his religion will
mean much more to him. The sense of dependence makes him
desire some one who is wholly independent and capable and
interested in him. He has & fear of going to adulils, and
other adolescents are as insufficient as he; and so God is
the only one who can supply that want in his life. The
fact that he can trust God, brings him to the place where
he loves God. The trouble is that the problem of doubt
enters in. Can God be trusted? Does he love me? Will he
show me the way? How can he do it? BSays one youth, "I
religious exgeriéﬁce took the form éf doubts and skepticism.“l
This is a time when Jjust the right leader is abseluﬁely 8=
sential., The adult who can overcome tae fear in the adol-
escent and win his confidence and friendshin ig the one who
will be able to alleviate those doubts, free him from those
religious fears, and help him to adjust his emotions. He is
the one to lead the adolescent to a real and deep and satise
fying knowledge of God through Jesus Christ.

Conversion means a complete turning about. Ais
applied to the Christian religion, it is the change from one
mode of activity and attitude of thought to another in re-
“lation to God, through an acceptance of Jesus Christ

. e s e s e

1. ¥udge, Varieties of Adolescent Bxperience, case 47, p.126.




as personal Savior. Psychologically, "the convert's mind
is immediately translated from a state of distrust and
doubt to ome of rest and @eace.“l This expérience difrers
with different individuals. With some it is purely a mon-
entary emotional rsaction; such a state could hardly be
clagsified as a true csnversién, yet many do so consider
ite With others it is a lasting experience initiated in a
moment or an houry while with still others it is a gradual
process, a growing into the state of release. Again, the
commitment may be taken at a definite moment, but the emo=
tional reactions may not follow immediatelve. This is often
a cause for confusion, and the adolescent may think he isg
not converted because he does not "feel® converted. Here,
again, is where adult leadership is needed, where sympa-
thetic understanding is needed; hers, too, is where church
fellowship can go a long way to steady the young Christian,
to guide him in his growing experience with ﬁod.z
f. Summary of Adolescent Religious Needs

In summarizing the rdigious needs of the adoles-
cent it must be'kept in mind that the definition of reli-
gion which has been used in this thesis is one which ine
dicates that religion embraces the whole of life. The
nesds of the whole of life, then, may be summed up briefly

as follows: physically the adolescent necds health and
- * * . ® *

1. Sadler, W.3. and L., Piloting Modern Youth, D323,
2. Cfes Hollingworth, ope.cit., p.160.
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activity for proper growth; intellectually he needs direc-
tion and conviction, he needs to take a definite public
stand; morally he needs direction and control; socially he
-needs fellowhhip and activity in service; emotionally he
needs stability, sympathy, adult recognition, inspiration,
& broadening of faith and work, and the love of God. That
all of these needs may be met in religion is shown in the
following very adequate statement by Brooks:
"(Religion) satisfies his groping for a fundamental,
synthesized understanding of the whole rezalm of ex-
perience. It gives him a sense of values, a sense of
personal relationships and obligations. It facilitates
the formation of high ideals of unselfish gervice. It
gives him help in attaining that self-control and self-
discipline which characterize strong personalitv. It
reenforces his moral character. It zids him in re-
solving many conflicts of impulses and desires and thus
assists him in attaining sound mental health. Praise,
prayer, and other elements of worship may enrich and
deepen his %ﬁfe, and add much to its wholesomeness and
happiness.®
Since, then, the Church is the organ of Christianity, the
most satisfying religion, the Church is the logical place
for the adolescent. But merely putting him into the Churab
will not accomplish the desired integration of character,
nor satisfaction in religion. The way of life throvgh
Jesus Christ alone must first be pointed out to him, after
which he must be shown his specific place in the Church.
. T
It is the purpose of the commnicants' class to do this

and to discover the individual needs and to point out how

the Church can meet these problems.

- L L - L4 L

1. Brooks, ope.cites PP.341,342.
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G. The Church's Need of the Adolescent

The adolescent needs the church. The question is
to what extent the church needs the adolescent. What is the
church and what are her needs? Ve are speaking here of the
church as an organization; thé particular organization which
this study is considering is the Presbyterian Church in the
United States of America.

The church as an organization needs the vitality
of youthe The historic founder of Presbyterianiem, John
Calvin, was himself only twenty-five when he entered into
public life; and he was converted at twenty-two. If con=-
version and identification with the church can be brought
about at an earlier age, how much greater can be the
church's strength, how much greater its outreach, now much
larger its accomplishment.

We have Jjust been discussing the needs of the
adolescent which make it important that he have a stabil-
izing influence. But there are certain characteristics of
youth upon which the life of the church is dependent. The
church is made up ofkita members, and from them its effi-
ciency is derived. Siirit-filled members will make up a
spirit-filled church. Growing members will make a growing
church. The church must not stand still, it must oress on,
It needs the secking, enquiring mind of youth; true, it
needs the sirength and stability of experience, but it alse

needs the enthusiasm of youth. The youth of the church
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will grow into maturity and will become the strong founda~
tien upop which the coming generation of youth can build.
The church needs the mind of youth because of its aleri-
ness and responsiveness. It needs the dreamer to see new
situations in which it can exalt the love of Christ, and it
needs the sense of releage and fulfillment which comes with
practical application.

Again, the church needs to have its emotions
heightened, its gensitivity to the leadings of Christ
sharpened, its alertness to its own inner needs increased.
It needs love and trust in Godj; it needs fear and hate of
evil. If its recruits come from the‘r&nks of youth, it
will be kept sensitive.

Adolescents are socially and morally inclined in
their outlook. They are beginning to see the broader
scope of life, yet they are not set in their opinions on
how to meet thé problems which arise. The church must
accomplish its work through moral and social channels,
therefore it must be ever on the alert to see new possi-
bilities and must have conviction and conscientiousness in
carrying them out. gt needs the convietion of the adoles-
cent in the grounding of the faith of others. The right
step taken by one youth in the church will lead to that
same step being taken by another. Adolescents like to be
of service to others.

Finally, the church is the organization which
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tarough the centuries has sought souls for the Kingdom of
Christ. It is the institution of peace and love among menj
it is the organ of true religion. If it is the organ of
religion, it needs as members those who are the most in-
terested in religion, those who find God satisfying.

For these reasons, it is felt that the church
needs adolescents. But she cannot receive adolescents
without first instructing them. The Sunday School can do
-the work of grounding them in the faith, but there is the
need for the communicants' class to climax the early in-
struction with a definite appeal to the individual for
personal cousecration, through the process of summing up

and examining 211 that has (or should have) gone before.

D. The Place of Communicants' Classes in the
Presbyterian Church in the United States of America
The previous sections of this chapter have been
concerned with ﬁeedé~ needs of the ad@léscant and needs of
the church. Therein lies the need for communicants!
classes; they are the connecting link Joining the adolescent
to the church and “he church to the adolescent.

l. Membership Requirements of the Presbyterian Church in
the United States of America.

The only requisite for Jjoining the church is a
personal faith and confession of Jesus Christ as Savior.
It is the need of the communicants' class to bring about

this faith and confession or to establish that which is
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already preseﬁt.l

It must be remembered that church membership as
an end in itself is empty and meaningless. The prospective
“member must be made to see church membership and church
fellowship as an answer to the problems which are confront-
ing him; but meny adolescents "join the church" just be-
cause they are expected to, or because many of their
friends are doing it, or because they think they ought to.
The following cases cited by Mudge are good illustirations
of tnis:

"As I recall there was no definite awakening. I jus;
decided that I ought to Jjoin the church, so I did.?

T joined the church when I was fourteen, not because I
wanted to at all, but because I was expected to. I wish
now that I had been allowed to think things out for my-
self before I took such & step, because I cannot see
that, coming at that time, the experience did me any
g@ﬂd oM
One purpose, then, of the Communicantg! class, should be to
nmake Cnurch membersmip meaningful to the prospective member
in the light of nis own personal problems. In this connecs
tion, the class should be a means of leading to Christ those
wio have not already accepted Him, for no one should be a
X
full member of the Church who is not & member in Chrigst.
Mr. ILukens puts to his classes such questions as, "Are you

L] L] £ [ » *

1. ¢f., lukens, A Pastor's Instruction Class, pp.l0=-12,
2. Mudges Varieties,of.Adolescent Zxperience, case §2, p.l32.

%0 Ibid.s DelZ6, case 47.
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& simner?®, "What is the penalty of sin%%, and "How can you
escape tE;t peﬁazty?“l ais theory beingvthat the understand-
ing of their need for salvaticn is necessary for an intelli=-
‘gent faith in Jesus Christ. The giving of intelligent faith
is hié object. BSometimes he sees the child turn from no
faith at all to szaving faith in Christ; sometimes he sees

& maturation of the process already begun; while sometimes

2 In the latter case the child

there is no response at all.
should be debarred from full menmbership in the Church, for
saving faith in Christ is really the only requirement for

membershiy in the Pr rian Church, and if he is in-

L+

sbyt

[0}

&

different to Christ he does not yet belong in the Church.

[l

2. The Knowledge Needed of Duties of lembers

o]

Wany pecple who consider themselves Christians
are grossly lgnorant of what is really required to live the
Christian life and to perform the duties of church member-

) *

ship. Imstruction is needed concerning the meaning of the

Christian life, of prayer and Scripture, and of the Sacrae

e d
fnke

truction

[l

ments. What is more fitting than that such in
ghould be given Just previous to the individual's taking
the full pledge of membersnip in the Church%
G. Enowledge of Creeds 4

Purthermore, the individual who Jjoing the Church

1. Tukenssy; 0pecites peliOs
2. Ibid. s }_307.
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should have s definite understanding of the principal

s is

i

creeds of the Church, as given in the Catechism. 7Th
not a reguirement, not a necessity, but an expediency, if
e is to be an intelligent member of the Church. This does
not mé&ﬁ that he must memorize the creed, nor know its
every detail, but he should have a general knowledge of
what his Church stands for. If, however, the Catechism or
the Creed should be committed to memory at this time, it
snould be made plain to the child that the memeorization is
not an end in itself, but & means to his better understandi-
ing of his own position. This necessary instruction can
best be given in a svecial preparatory class in which the
child's attention is carefully directed to the step which
he himself must take.
4. Knowledge of Church Polity and Government

Church polity and gaverﬁmewt is a subject which in
the writer's experience was never touched upon in Sunday
scnool. Why is it that it seems to be taken for gr&n@ed
that the child will just naturally underﬁﬁ&ﬁd’thase things?
They involve the method by which the life of %the Church is
carried on. Certainly this information which is given in
the Communicants class is of great import to the prospective
member.
S« The Pastor's Relation to the Congregation

This 1is the pastor's "golden opportunity" to be-

come acquainted with the youth of his church and to gain a



better insight into the homes of his congregation.
€. Service

The Church provides a great ovportunity for ser-
vice. Service for others may be maede a pleasure as well as
& duty. The child who sees his place in the Church and the
Church's place in the community and who accevts the in-
volved responsibility toward God and man , is the one who
is going to find life the most satisfying. This it seems
to uvus is an important contribution of the &ormunicanisd class
to the Curistian education of youih.
7« Communicant4’ Ulass versus the Sunday School

We may well ask, "does not the Sunday School take
care of these problems?® Unfortunately the answer in most

cases is Yno"., Instruction along these lines has been all

b7
j ==

too inadequate, and children have been herded into the
Church en masse whether they were ready for it or not. In
substantistion of this fact we have the following state-

ment:
“In writing your thesis I hope you have & chaoter oun
the necessity of the Communicants' Class in this present
day when so many churches take in neonle without rg&lly
stopping to see whether they know anything ebout what
they are doing in uniting with the church. I{?nznk that
e o o church is a flagrant illustration of taking t0§k
much for granted and accepting chilﬁ;eg in a g;@up Wzﬁhm
out being sure that they know as imd?v1ﬁua15 what they
are doing in meking a public confegsion of fazth.' It
ig taken for granted also that the Sunday School is
giving adequate instruction in the fundamental doc~

trineg of Scripture.”

* L] - . © »-
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1. Zrdman, Walter C., in a personal letier.
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We may say too, that 'even where Sunday &chool instruction
has been =adequate, the Communicantsclass still has its
place, for it serves as an examination and a summing up of
the facts presented in the Sunday School. Furthermore,
the approach is to the individual and leads to a personal
committment. Concerning the importance of personal commite
ment we reads:

iy family seemed to go on the thenry that when I reached

the age of spiritual understanding I would naturally

follow the good exampnle set me, and so nothing was said

about my becoming a member of the church. TFor some time

I ﬁmd&vﬂ~v unﬂﬁu*arg&&lﬁ feeling during the service but
did not know what caused it. I wished to stay at home

but wes notb @ermi*t@d. 1n“il% a teacher ﬂf miﬁ@ Wha
attended our church as f@d ,,,, if T shou 1ik

come a member. I awoke te zze reali
that I could no longer go through 1life on my Qay@n*s
record bput thet I must apmounce my own intention in re-
gard to religious matiters. I did so and lost that feelw
ing of strange discomfort.? 1

8. Exclugion of Children not Ready for Church Membership
Hot every child who reaches the age of twelve or
fourteen is ready for full Church membership, but the ¢om-
municants clase may be the final step which causes him to
see his need and the remedy for it. Again, nost every mem-
ber of the €ommunicants eclass will be ready at its close to
Join the Churchi the pastor or leader of the class must be
on toe alert to discover who are the ones who are reézly

ready for membe ship. Concerning this the following state-

ment is found:

l. Mudge, Varieties of Adolescent Hxperience, case 3, p.ll2.
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"The custom of confirming children as a matier of eourse
at the age of fourteen has led to insincérity and hypoc=
risy and it ;s the %uty of the church to check it as
much as possihle.?
That this warning is necessary is evidenced by the follow=-
ing two examples. A Sunday School superintendent stated to
the writer that he does not believe that children are able
to understand sin and salvation, but they need the church
and therefore should be brought into full membership with
the intention that they shall learn of these other things
later when they are better able to comprehend them. Such a
person evidently knows neither adolescent »nsyvchology nor
the true aim of the church. Though in his church a comrmun-
icants' class is conducted, yvet it is evident that it does
not have «s one of its aims the exclusion of children not
yvet ready for full membership. The other example is one
cited by Porter” in which he tells of a high shhool girl
who one Sunday went to church without the slightedt intens
tion of joining, was met by the minister, and came home
having been received into full nembership. "Ho wonder,”

ne says, "the salt of the earth loses its savor. "

& Sunmmary
In summing up this discussion it may be said
that communicants' classes are needed chiefly in the in-

L] * . » * *

1. Sachsee, &., (in) Schaff-Herzog, 0p. Cites, Vo2, D.440.
- 2+ Cf. Porter, Being a Church Member, p.l7.
3. Ibid.
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struction of adolescents preparatory to church membersnip,
for adolescents need to belong to the church as an aid in-
meeting the increasing psychological demands of which their
life is comprised. The commnicants'! zlass may be a means to
acceptance of Christ as Saviour, or it may be a strengthen-
ing of faith which already exdsts. In the second place, it
will help the adolescent to know what is to be expected gfb
nim as a member of the church. In the third place, it pro-
vides for teaching the principal.creeds, polity, and govern-
ment of the church. It also gives the nastor a chance to be-
come acquainted with the prospective membars of his congre-
gation. And finally, it can test applicantis to see whether
or not they are ready for membership, and if necessary to
debar them from it. In this way the chureh can »nreserve its
purity.

.

The church all toofrequently fails to diserim

>

inate.
between the nominal and tne true Christiasn, between thie echild
who is coming to the communion because it is his own desire
and the one who is coming because he thinks 1t is the thing

to do, or because he is forced to. For this reason the

church has been greatly weakened. It is the duty of the

caurch to check her downward direction and to pnrovide means
for her qguickening. The church must not continue to bring
unconverted children into its fold but must do her utmost to
bring them to a saving faith in Christ. This is felt fto be
the place of the communicants' class in the Presbyterian

Church in the United States of America.




CHAPTER IV

SURVEY OF CURRENT PROCEDURE IN THE COMMUNICANTS' CLASSES
IN THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE
UNITED STATES OF AMIRICA
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communicants?

A. Introduction
We may draw three conclusions from tae forsg
~ chapters. First, the church through the ages has

gome means of immediate paration of app for mems=
bership. At times this preparation has been practically
negligible, but it has existed at le ukt in theory. In the
gecond place , there isg very little av1demce of tnis nractice
in the Presgbyterian Church in the United States of Anerica,
though there haos been considerable emphasis upon the traip=-
ing of the young. It is only within the last thirty or
forty vears that interest in and practice of conducting a
definite class for the preparation of prospective members
of the church have become wide-spread. And finally, it is
evident that there is a very definite need for such classes
in the Pregbyteriazn Church. These conclusions are ample
Justification for a discussion of present-day procedure

procedure together with a

It is the

organiza-



cutlined by ten representative manuvals in current uge.l

Iwo of theaegare not prepared as manuszls, but they present

study material to be considered by prospective church mem-

-y

. i . > . C o as
bers. Three of these have been prepared under the direction

of the General Assembly or of a Committee of Religious Hd-

ucetion.

It was thought that the best way to survey these
manuals was to meke two composite charts of the materials

% y ) R
pre%enteé.4 The first chart indicates the various systems

of organizetion of the classes and the various methods fer

pregenting the materials. The second chert indicates the

main topics treated in the ten manuvals. Such charts make

it possible to see at & glance what elements are considered

important in communicant education. Telither of the charis
L d . L] L] L] *

l. Caughey, J.L., Training the Young.
SZrdmans Celley Coming to the Cormmunion.
Keigwins, A. H., What You Should Inow.
Kerr, HeTey & ¥anuvel of Faith znd Life.
Knight, WeD., Preparing Young People for Church lembership.
Lukens, V.Hey, A Pastor's Instruction Class for Children.
Miller, JeRey Hanual for Communicants' Classes.
licifee, CuvBey, When ¥ou Join the Church.
Porter, H.; Being a Church Hember.
Sadlery Aesdey The Communicants' Class.
2+ llcATee, Ibid.
Forter, Ibid.
B .ﬁrdmaﬁ; Ibid.
Kerr, Ibid.
Miller, Ibid.
4 Cfe Charts 1 & :’33 PP 7§9790
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is intended to be complete in every detail but merely to

s
o d

ive & general outline. Turthermore, many of the subjects

o

recorded on Chart 2 are not mutually exclusive, but they
are regorded &s‘giv@n by one or more of the authors, for
sometimes a single subject may be treated from different
angles‘by different writers. Yet, to avoid confusion, an
attempt hes been made to classify these materials, espe-
cially in cages where the title given by the author does
not present an exact description of the content of the seeo-
tion trested. In cases where there is a compound title,
such as "Christ and Salvation®, it has been classified ag

e present

;.j.!

two topics, i.e.,"Christ? and *Salvation®. iy

survey will be based on the findings of these charts.

RB. The Organization of Current Comrunicants' Classes

The organization of a2 class depends upon its

)

7

. N %
tated in each

B

purpose. In these manuals the purpose as |
case is in essence the same% The aim is to prepare appli-

)

cants for church membership by instructing them concerning
the meaning of the Christian Life, their relationship to
Christ and the Church, to sum up the lessons learned in
the Sunday %chool, and to help the applicant to understand
the Communion. Mr. Iukens makes as his aim the conversion

of those who have not previously accepted Christ, the

1. Cfo Chart 1* ?07{(*0



crystalization of the faith of those who have accepted Him,
and the rejection of those whom he deems unready to receive
full membar&hip}'

In these manuals the pastor is each time mentioned
as the teacher of the class. Occasionally there are vari-
ations of this procedure. Sometimes the pastor is too
busy to give the time, and the instruction of the class
falls to some other capable person. Again, there may be
an especially gifted teacher in the church who the pastor
feels is more capable than himself. DBut as a rule, the
pastor prefers to conduct the class himself, and the ex-
ceptions are comparatively rare. All of these eight man-
uals have been prepared by men who are or who were them-
selves pastors.

As the leaders differ, so also will the organie-
zation of the classes differ. Bu£ these differences are
in the details rather than in the essentials. JFor ex=-
ample, two of these leaders call the class an Instruction
Classs; one calls it a Confimmation Class; one, a Communi=-
cant's (singular) class; one, a Communicants' {plural)
class; a sixth, a Preparatory Class; and another, a Class.
All of these men would, however, ieccgﬁize the meaning of
Communicant Class, as it, in some form, is the term used

e o o o o &

l. Lukens, opscite; DPP.7,8.



by the General ﬁSﬂembly.l

The manuals do not state definitely who should
properly attend communicants' classes. There may be classes
for adults who have recently been converted to Christianity
as thére were in the Harly Church. ¥No one is excluded who
earnestly wishes to learn. But the usual age is that of
adolescence, as has already been explained in Chapter III.
Because of the nature of teaching, pupils of approximately
the same age are grouped tsgether? The writers of the man-
vals which are under consideration are in general agreement
here, but the exact limits which they define differ slightlyns
Kerr mentions Juniors and Intermediates; Keigwin speaks of
adolescents; two say merely, boys and girls; while the re-
maining four give the age of twelve ag the lower limit and
fourteen, fifteen, sixteen,. and eighteen, respectively, as
the upper limit. But whatever the exact age, it is evident
that the class is for those who have indicated an interest
in Christanity or are desirous of becoming church members.

There is likewise no limit to the size of the
classes, but they usually are noit large. Dr. Erdman advo=-
cates the smaller group as being more profitable, and Dr.
Caughey suggests that the boys and girls be separated if the

L] * » L] L] *

l. EKerr, H.T.y "Faith and Life", Forward, "The General
Assembly recommends . . « the preparation of a com-
municant's manual for uniform use in the Church."

Ze Brdmany CeRey Opecit. p.8.

Se E}'fc,‘CEl&rt 1, Do T8
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groups are 1arge.l

The Communicants' Class generally meets in some
part of the church building,~ the pastor's study, & Sunday
school class room, or the chapel; Dr. RBrdman suggests that
upon occasion it might meet in the home of the pastor} and
lr. Enight provides for the arrangement of the place ac-
cording to the convenience of the pupilsug

As in the Zarly Church, the season for the im-
| mediate preéaration of church members is usually that Just
preceding Haster, but this is not necessarily so. This is
because it is desirable that the course should have as its
climax the public confession of faith and the partaking of
the first Communion at the time when the Church is espe=
cially aware of that Last Supper at which the Szcrament
was initiated. XNor is there any limit to the number of
times that the class may be conducted during the year.

One or two times is advocated.® Two of the manuals mention
that the class should mest on a wecsk-day, one says specif=-
ically ¥riday after school and three Say that it should
meet weekly. Whatever the time, it should be made to suit
the convenience of the pupils. The Lesson period may last
& half an hour, to one hour. There is a difference as to

1. Caughey, O0pecitey Dodo
Ardman, 0ve.cites, D9

2e Cfes Chart 1, p.78,.

3. Ibid.
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the length of the courses; they may be anywhere from six to
ten weeks or more long. Kerr provides for sixteen units.
Of course these manuals are not intended to be followed
~exactly by every pastor, but are given as suggestions con-
cerning the vossible procedure. Units may be lengthened or
shortened according to the circumstances.

The following chapter will deal with an evaluation
of this organization, and procedure; but first the subjects

and methods used must be discussed.

Ce Curricula of Current Communicants' Classes

It has Dbeen said previously that as the leaders
of the classes differ, so also will the organization of
those classes differ. Purthermore, 1t is a perfectly ob-
vious fact that the subjects treated will also varys; for
while it is true that the compunicants' classes are an out-
growthh of the e&rly,catechumenate, nevertheless, they have
not been worked out into such a well formulated system of
instruction. It is only within the last year that a manual
of instruction has been prepared by Reverend Hugh T. Kerr
for uniform usé in the Presbyterian Church in the United
States of America,l but even this is intended for a source
book ratiner than a text book, a guide rather than a rigid
outline. - This manual, however, is so recent that it is not

yvet uniformly used; nor will it necessarily ever be used ex-
» . [ ] L * .

1. A Manual of Faith and Life - 4 Guide for Individual
Christians or Communicant Classes.
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~eclusively. For this reason it is felt that the subjects
dealt with in other manuals should also be considered in
the present study. We have already referred to the ten
‘{including tuat by Dr. Kerr) which are here being surveyed%

| For coﬂveﬁiem¢e, the subjects have been divided
into six groups: First, the God-head; second, the Relation
of Man and God; third, God's Revelation to Man; fourth, the
Relation of the Christian %o the Churchy fifth, the Rela-
‘tionm of the Christian to Society; and sigth, God's Bternal
Purpose. |

Upon examining the chart the attention is drawn

immediately to the second group as being the most out-
standing; there are seventy-six references to this group
distributed among twenty-one topies. On the other hand, the
references to God's Person are relatively very few, being
only nineteen in number. The emphasis is definitely on
man's personal experience rather tham on a system of theole
0gye The reason for this ﬁill be discussed in the next
chapter,~ suffice it now merely to make a summary of the
topice suggested. Of the twenty-one topics in this second
group, seven are csncernéd with the way of salvation, these
seven being refarraﬁ to twenty-one times in all, by the
various writers; and coupled with this subjeet is that of
maintaining the Christian life, mentioned thirty-nine times

- * L4 * L4 -

1. Ante.,footnote,p,55.
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under seven different topics, including the Lord's Supper,
PFrayer, and Baptism. In this survey, it is necesgsary to
keep in mind the fact that the subjects dealt with are con-
-gidered by the various writers as imporitant in the preparie
tianyéf candidates for full time membership in the Presby-
terian Church in the United States of America.

The next great emphasis which is found in this
analysis of the curricula of communicants' classes is that
laid upon the Christian's relation to the Church. Here are
found forty-three references in all, dealing mainly with
church orgaﬁiz&ﬁigp and membership. It is of interest to
note in this connection that, of the manuals included in
this survey, only five make specific reference to the Pres-
byterian form of church government. Furthermore, the creeds,
as such, and the hymns of the church are barely touched upon.

It hasg been statedibefare that manv of the sub-
jects as they have been charted are not mutually excluaive;l
so also some of the subjects included under one heading might
as correctly be included under another heading. The divie-
sions nave been made arbitrarily for the sake of clarifi-
cation. Thus there has been made a distinction beiween the
ghristian's relation to the church and his relation to
society by including under the former only those subjects

which bear directly upon the church and indirectly upon

1. Ante, P 66 .
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society, and under the latter those subjects which bear
directly upon society. In turning to the latter group,
it is found that the idea of Christian living is the most

frequently used, followed in turnm by service and missions.
This group is referred to a total of twenty-two times in
the ten manuals.

The group which appears to be fifth in imvortance
is that which describes God's Revelation to Man, including
.revelation, religion, and the Bible. Christ, who is himself
tne revelation of God, was included under the group entitled
the Godehead, to which there are nineteen references.

| The last group, God's Hternal Purpose, is numer-
ically . the least important of the list. Indeed, this whole
group might well be included under group II, since the
creation, heaven, hell, life, death, resurrection, and the
Jjudgment all have to do with the relstion of God and Man.
'Yet, they also may include more than this, and for this
reason they have been relegated to a separate group.

After thie brief presentation of the general groups
of subjects which are treated in the different manuals, it.
will be well to take note of those specific topics which are
méstfrequently used. The following list includeg those
topiecs which are referred to seven or more times altogether:
Carist, being a Ghrisii@ﬁ, Prayer, the Lord's Supper, Bap-
tism, the Church, reasons for joining the Church, Christian

living, and the Bible. The Lord's Supper is specifically
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mentioned in all of the ten manuals.

The manual prepared by the Reverend Hugh T. Kerr
deserves special atiention, since it is the most reaent one
authorized by the General Assembly. It is not necessarily
a text book, but rather a guide bé@k Wfor Individual Christ-
ians or Communicant Classes“,l and is an interpretation of
the "Brief Statement’of the Reformed Faith" which was a- |
dopted by the General Assembly of 1902.° After an intro-

duction concerning the creeds of the Christian Paith, it

e

tigcusses the following articles: God, Revelation, The Tiern-

al Purpose, The Oreation,

3

he Sin of Man, The Grace of God,
Blection, Our Lord Jesus Christ, Faith and Repentence, The
Holy Spirit, The New Rirth and the New Life, The Resurrec-
tion and the Life to Come, The Law of God, Tne Church and
the Sacraments, The Last Judgment, and Christian Service
and the Final Triumoh. This is the most eomplete list of

. 3
subjects presented by any of the manuals.

D. Nethods Used in Current Communicants' Classes

As the organizations and the curricula vary, so

boi]

slso do the methods used in communicants' clagses. The

method must necessarily differ with the different aims, the

different leaders, and different pupils. The manuals con-

sidered in this survey may be classed under three general
. . » * - L J

1. Kerr, op.cit., Title page.

Se Ofes Ibids Do 1sila

E}. [‘fl 3 &,;Hc»r't ?, E} ,79



neads; the socratic, the catechetical, and the text-book
methods.

The Tirst method mentioned is that used by ¥r.
Lukens}' He uses no text, for he is not so much interested
in the information gleansd by the pupil as he is in the
reacining of the soul.

Three of the manuals use the catechestical method.g
The answers to the question may or may not be given with

s

the questions, but in each case a reference is given through
wiich the pupil may discover the answer for himself. These
references are teken usually from the Bible or from one or
more of the catechisms. Along with the outline of study,
Hr. Sadler suggests davlz Seripture readings and a memory

verse for each week., Dr.

swers to guestions studied

ward at home and then returne

2.

and graded. Dr. EKeigwin gives in ais menual the cquestions

U

and answers used, but does not state his method.
Three of the manuals use the text-book method.
lost of the information desired is given in the manual

tself. The Rible and catecnisms are used as references.

1. Lvkens, op.cit., p«10.

2. Sadler, on.cit.
Jaughey, op.cit.
Keigwin, oDe.cite.

e E 1@y Op.Cit.

ﬁﬁl&ht’ mn’biﬁ.
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zation enw

couraged, and guizzes given. 1Ir. Enight's approach borders
+ P v =1 o 2
on the catechetical method. His pupils manual containg a

‘series of questions together with
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that the pupils may the better find how they are progress-

The Manual of Faith and Life does not nresent any

varticular method of approache And the other two booklets,

menvals, but conitain material

we nave sa

) b P

pertinent to tae instruction of those who are about fto Jjoin

the churoh.

From tihe preceding survey it isg evident that there

and no delinite metnod pursued in the instruction o
seeking full membership in the Presbyterian Church in the
United States of America. But in summary it may be said

that the classes are usually held on & weekday for six or

more succsessive weeks before ihe Haster Oo

leadsr is the pastor, and the pupils are
itiiin the pale of the vigible church who have been
baptized and who have come to the "age of Jiscretion®.

The three mein topics discussed have to do with the way of

salvation, the Church, and the relation of the Christian
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to Society. "inally, there 1is no one method of instruction

which can bhe

mn

aid to be in general use, but the method

varies with the situstion and the leader.
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CHAPTER V

BEVATUATION OF CURZENT PROCEDURE IN COMMUNICANT'S CLASSE

IN THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE

*

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A. Introduction

After surveying the prcedure in conducting com-
_municants' classes it becomes neceés&ry to make an evalua-
tion of that procedure in order to discover wherein it is

suate to fulfill its purvose. It is the aim of this

present chapter to make such an evaluation, to point ocut
the adeguacy of nresent-dsy procedure in communicants!
classes as well as to indicate its shortecomings, and to
suggest possible improvements.

Frequent reference already hag been made to the

cnarts which have been comniled to indicate the organiza-

!{3

se wey

6]

tions and curriculs of communicantis'! olasses. Th
compiled with the idea that & point of view may be deter-

mined by discovering the relative streess or neglect of

[N

items in the materisls presented:; thus it will be detsr-
mined tnat thne items the most frequently reveated are io
be considered as the most important in the conducting of
communicants' classes.

PR

Furthermore, this evaluation will be based upon

;y;’

e
R

Fde

staetements which the variocus writers mak n support of

=8l



their own particular voint of view considered in the light
of the purpose of communicants! classes. Together with
this will be considersd some of the psvchological elements
which enter into dealing with the different age grouns.

Again, the evaluation must be made from the point
of view of the purpose of the church, which is to bring

people to & saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and to bhe a

o & - -~ [P *
already -ne with Christ.

B. Zvaluation of Current QOrganiyg
Communicants' Classe

W

The Communicanits' class ig specifically D r ine

i’;ﬂ"g
o5
(v
C
oy
o

domgrat it vy R Ve wrd e wrin g
struction in things with wh

cated by the manuals, is to bring

ing feith in Jesus Christ, for this

for membershis in the Presbyvterian
complete conversion for some, while Tor others it ig merely
Furthermore,

the

and its

relationsihips, will of necessity be explained. And fin allys

contact with thne individuals in the class gives the pastor

zn opportunity to discover who are the ones who are really
v e e e s e

1.0f. Constitution, 0DeCites DP139,327LL,
9.0f, Lukens, ope.Citesy DeTe
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eady to become full members of the church. Thus, exclu-
sion from membersnip of those not yet ready is indicated
s an indirect aim. -All of +these aims are in accord with
the chief purpose of the class wafch is to prepare indi=-
viduals for churcn membershipe 7
The argaﬂizati@n of a class hasg much fto do with
its success. Without orgsenization no institution can run
moothlys nor will it be sueccessful if that organization

The purpose of the

is not suited to its

communicantis' ¢lass has been seen to e to prepare young

wiich in turn entails 2 un-

s ey £ Ty Y P,
ceople for church

derstanding of Christi

church organization and m

comes necessary that there

individual of the class s well as groun

difficulities and of teacning in & constructive way. This
should be the relation of the »astor to the wh
gation and especially to those who are about to become
members of the congregation. It hias been noted in the
ast chapter that in the menuvals which were surveyed for
the suggested organization of communicante' classess ecach

one mentioned the pastor as being the logiecal leader of

the class. In this connection ¥r. ¥night states, "Thisg



is my be

people who

Dr

"o ?@8%03
rendering a

Brdman

u@{in

st opportunity to get acquainted with the young
N
. . R - N . N whe
are coming into full membershiy in the Churech.?

should willingly forego this opportunity of

supremely iwgari&nt service to those most
in need of hig guidance and influence. A considerable

expense of time and strength must necessarily be de~
manded by the preparaticn and teaching, yet the i%stg
pastor will feel fully repaid by the results ac @ved."

leading children *"wholesale 1o

£3

1u

thermore there the possibill

or e who

3. % g
wrtalke of

not deemed ready

Ay

pa

X

reason he prefers to call the

J

Dr.Caughey also calls an In

writer has nre

P
<h

1e Enighty opsciftes P2

2o Brdman, op.cite, pe 10.
e (f. Lukens Be OO0 ity ﬂaéo

s

According to: these manuals, then, except in unforseen cir

cumstances, the pastor should be the leader of the communi-
R | -

cants class,

In lige with the purvose, too, snould be considered
the name given to the class. The name "Communicants'! Class®
has been applied because the class is for those who are
about 1to become communicant members of tihe church. This is
the accepted term used in the Presbyterian Church. Yet, asg
. 3 . . . ,
ir. Lukens indicates, there is danger here that nany may
"be led to think that the clazss iz held for the purpose of

the Communion Table®, Fur-
ity of deep disappointment
at the end of the course are
the Communion. For this
class an Instruction Class,
struction Class. The present
ference Tor the name Confire
.« e
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maiiaﬁ &l&ss,l gince the step taken is in confirmation of
the baptismal vows made for the child by his parénts. The
name Copmrunicants' Class, howsver, has been retained iﬁ
this thesis since it is the name accepted by the Presby-
terian Church, and also to distinguish it from the rite of
confirmation as it is practiced in the Anglican Churcﬁes.g

T+ has been noted ithat there ig no set rule cone

cerning who siall attend the communicants'! class. The Con-
stitution states that when children baptized in infancy

have come to '"years of discs
SR AT . 3 . oy e A
informed . « ", and that

Ghri ang canuoct be vrec

he prudence of the session.?

ciuded in this is that of adolescence, as has been pointed

4

out previously. That this is an excellent time for such

instruction has been shown in the discuscion of adolescent

]

psycnological needs in Chapter III of this thesis. Vhere

there is wide range in eges it would seem advisable to

o

divide the group into two or more sections, the younger ones

to meet at one time and the older ones at znother. The wise

.

dom of tnis 1s evident since a different approach is needed

i

with different ages.

While the lower limit is, generally speaking,

1s Gfe Ante, p.3,

Z2e Ufs Aantes ped

d» Comstitution,” op.cite., p.440.
4+ Ofs Ante, P.68: -
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placed at twelve ye&ra,l the cnild should not be made to
feel that as soon as he reaches that age he should join

the cnurch, for membership should be a voluntary thing.

Wor should young peonle Jjoin because thelr special friends
are doing it, or because it is "the thing to dot, for
church(membership‘shaald come only after the individusal

has a true understanding of the meaning of the step coupled
with the sincere desire to take it. M"The candidate®, says
Porters "should know so surely that he has made up his own
mind that he can never doubt that fact as long as he liveﬁ.“2
Porter also suggests three ways in which one may determine
whether a candidate has really made up nis own mind:

"le By not encouraging children to come into the Church
at too young an age « + « (i.e. under twelve)

2+ By bringing the matter to their atiention well be-
fore a decision is necessary, thus allowing mention
¢f it from time to time over a congiderable period.
; . . . 3

S« By consulting with the parents.”

Obviously a smaller group is more advantageous
than & larger one, for it makes for more individual atten-
tion. Caughey suggests the sevaration of the boys from

. . 4 .
the girls. Separation would make for greater freedom on

the part of the leader as well as on the part of the pupils.

lioreover, early adolescents will express their intimate

le Cfe Chart I’ ?0780
2. Yorter, B., Being a Church lMember, p.l6.
Se Ibide
4o Cfe Caughey; Q@oCitcy DPedo
Orenft.s Chart I, p.78,
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religious ideas more freely in the absence of the opposite
S€X.

Concerning the time and vlace of holding the com-
municants' clsss there is no universal arrangement advdcated;
it must be made to suit the particular group in the partic-
ular community. The suggestion is that usuvally a week-day
is to be preferred.l The purpose for this would seem 10 be
“}hree~f01d: first, that the pupils might not be burdened
with too many sessions on Sundays or second, that they might
not have to miss the regular Sunday School sescion; and
third, that the Christian life might be made a pnart of regu-
lar everyday activity. Nr. TLukens orefers a Friday after-
noon immediately after sChool, for "f{o let them go home
first would be to lose many, for "an errand for mother” and
the necessity of making a fresh start after having once re-
turned from school would be Just enough to hold back & con-
siderable number.“2 Of the manuals under consideration,
those which mention the time of meeting spesk of it as a
weekly session. Only two mention the length of each
session; a half hour would seem to be rathner too short a
time, but certainly the session should not last over an
nour.

The season for holding the communigants'! class is

1. Cfe Chart }.y _}3.’78. @
2e Lukens, 0Decitey DeBdes



from six to ten weeks. The advisability of this is evident,
gsince the clagses are for individuals who are coming into
full communion in the church. The Lenten season is advo-
cated by Lukens in the following statement:
"The early spring seems to be a time of remarkable re-
1%glcus opportunity for those who deal with boys and
girls...It is the Lenten season also, and the influence
of the Liturgical churches helps to bring religion to
their minds. Moreover, the days have considerably
lengthened since midwinter, yet outdoor games are not
vet in their full attractiveness. It is, therefore,
generally the best season to secure the afternoon atten~
dance of children at such a2 clasg."l
The Lenten season has also been connected with joining the
church in the customs of past venturies. The catechumens
of the Harly Church were baptized on the night before
Baster and Joined the congregation either on Zaster Sunday
or on the Sunday follmwing.g Thus, individuals ares brought
into the church at the time of the celebration of its birth.
By glancing at the chart it is seen that the usual
number of sessions for the class is from six to eight.
There was a recent recommendation to increase the number
- s 3 . . . y
to a minimum of ten sessions.” It is an obvious fact that
very little can be accompiished in six,or even eight,
forty-five minute periods. In the above recommendation it
was further stated that some churches would have a fifteen-
week period. It is of imporiance to note in this connection

. * * * * L4

1. Lukens, opsCitesy Dede

2. Cf. Ante, p.lf}. » )
%, Minutes of the Committee on Confirmation of the Presby-

tery of New York, Nov.2D5,1935.
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that the manual prepared by Kerr discusses sixteen differ-
ent topics, following the order given in the "Brief State-
ment of the Reformed Faith". It would seem that possibly
the length of the period might depend to some degree upon
the group and upon the adequacy and amount of previous in-

struction in the Sunday School.

Ces Bvaluation of Current Curricula of
Communicants' Classes

If the number of sessions required for the come
municants' class depends upon the amount of previous
training, so also will the curricula of the class depend
upon winat has gone before. Nevertheless, the class is ine
tended to be a summing up of what has been learned in the
Sunday School as well as to instruct arplicents as to their

specific relation to the church, and it was with this in

pot

mind that the manuvals for instruction were prepared, It

is altogether fitting, then, to examine the materials ner

ite for

b
[
bt

presented. Porter siztes that "the primary reguis

» B

membersiipy is not the ability to answer catechetical

gquestions, or to give & rationale of prayver, but soberly

.

and humblys in all sincerity and before the world, to take

2

Christ as their Lord and Bavior.? By what means, then,

le Cfe Lukens, Q@.C*t., p#go
Cfe Brdman, Op.Cites Dp.7=9.
Cf. Sadlery o0peClies Dedo

2+ Porter, op.cit., p.lB



is training for membersiip to be carried on% If voune
® voung

people are facin

i
3

g personal commitment to Christ, the Church
must face the respondbility of selecting the materials to
be @r%ﬁ&nt%ﬁ.l
By way 05 ansgwering this question the first thing
to be noted is the emphasis 1laid on the problem of the re-
lation of God and man as indicated in Comvposite Chart #2 on
page 79. It has already been mentioned that there are
seventy-six references to this group of subjects, including
twenty-one references to the way of salvation and thirty-

eight references to the means of grace. ¥ithin these

Supper, and bantism are stressed the most. These four sube-
jects contain the answer ito two of the main problems which
naturally arise in the mind of one who is considering
church membership: namely, what doesg it mean to be 2 Christe-
ian? and how does one maintain the Christian life? ¥ore-
over these gquestions are especially nertinent to the
sdolescent who is reaching out into the gfga@ér experience
in religion, for in finding the answer to them he can find
the snswer to the ever-increasing problems which he must

meet. It may be said that in relation to the church, tnese

subjects answer the "what' and the thow! of Christian 1iv-

inge.
* * *® L] € E 3
dle 4th Annual Report of Board of Christian ZTducation,
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Tne next great problem which arises is the "ehy"

aad the %whot of the churech. This is found to be answered

in the sGQOﬁd‘gre%t
Chart, in the group entitled the Christian's Relation to

the Church. H@ra.ther@ are forty-three references in all,
of which thirteen have to do with church organization and
twenty with church membership. Certainly & chur ch member

siiould be acquainted with these things. IHe should realize

that the church is the insirument for the propagation of

s 4
52

[
W0

Christianity and tnat its success depends upon individ-

" . o 7 ™ 4 " fa R” - b
In nis booklet "ihen You Join the Churen®, Dr.

LicAfee

tnat is, wistianity and the
Church. About these two, &1l of the other topics mazy be
built.

The third great guestion is the "where®, Vhere

information cone

p

ECeS8aTY

can one Tind for nimself the
cerning Christianit n whnence may one derive
spiration for carrying on the duties of & Christian and a

-

church memberi The obvious answer is *through revelationt®,
Man must nave the revelation of God which is given in his
word, the Bible, and in personal fellowship with Jesus

Christ. This conclusion is borne out by an inspection of

Chart #2. Both of these subjects are mentioned nine times.



To quote from "A Yapual of Falth and Life", - "This we do
knows that God has mé@nifested himself in Jesus Christ o o &
The revelation of God + « « is recorded for us in the Holy

Seripbtures.

materials are not

o
C 7
ff}.e
b
r 5
I~
o3
b
v
-3
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m
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It has been no
given as &ﬁtiraly‘new, but as = summing up of wnat has gone
before,. QObviously the whole Sunday School course cannot be
taught in a few wéeks, but the main emvphasis can be made

clear so that the spplicant cazn Join the churceh intelliw

gently. Tor this reason, only those subjects are treated
i
wnich bear out these main emphazes, In summing un these

articular topics, it has been said that the following are
& ] z

mentioned seven or more times as single subjectsy Christ,

being o Christian, vraver, the Lord's Supper, Baptism, the
Churen, living, =snd the RBible,

cal, and the text-book recitation. And of theze tihiree, no

. s - ~ o
to stand out as having the preiereuce
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gver the others. Imporitant as the instruction is, there
is & warning which one dare not overlook in regard to tae
prey&ra%i&ﬂ of pandidates for church membership. Thai

W&rﬁiﬂ% is very aptly stated by Forter as follows:

“Gver emphasis on catechetical instruction, ox

tion of Christian docirine, or even a*sguwwzﬁﬁ
cand worshitby may lead the candidates to concl

tﬁe “S%%ﬂtlwl %n1nv 1s @ﬁ uﬁqn$ p%ﬁﬁlﬁa

tﬂé cmi@aazzm @r cumflftiuw +3 Qi%er
doctrination.?®

Enight also recognizes this when he states, "Pactual know-

ledge is not a2 completely adegquate criterion for Judging
splritual devel 3gﬁ%n%“% but he also goes on to show ithat

pupils siould have gleaned at least & few factg from their
Sunday School training. Porter's warning does not mean that
he does not advocate communicants’ classes, for he also

says of people Jjoining the church, "Too many are recelved

ap religlious illiterates and remsin so zll their lives.® 3
The warning concerns the emphasis and the method of pro=-
cedure in the classes.

From the foregoing discussion it is obvious that

W

& purely catechetical method is undesirable, for such put

too great an emphasis on factual knowledge, whereas the

desired aim ig that the applicants might understand the

l. Porter, opecit., p.l4
Ze Enignt, opecite, pels
3. Porter, Ibid.
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meaning behind the facts. The text-book method may also be

e

criticised in the game way in that it tends to be a2 mere

learned. The facts are
necessary, of course, but they must be presented in such a
way that they will lead to personal commitment on the part
of the learner.

e

Ty

The socratic method, on the other hand, would

geem the best means of leading the pupils to an under-

manual

i ¥ « e e ™ o sy 2 A"l ey H o
ence to placesg where the answers may be found; Then In tuae

selves to the pupils. This method includes not only the
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commitment, and also to the discovering of those individ-

uals who are notyet ready for that commitment. Thus the

aim of the class is more perfectly fulfilled
Tnere are certain other items which enter inte

the method of procedure wnich have not been discussed pre-

viously.
giving
for the pur

their knowl

that memorization of Scripturs

For examples

pose of

edge,

of written examinations
helping the

Furtasrmore,

two of the &utﬁ@rsl suggest the

at the end of the course,
pupils rathner than to grade
fnur of the m anuals<

and hymns would be profit-

able. hisg is desirable if it is presented not as a re=-
gquirement, nor as an embarrassing taslk, but as a profitable

exercise which would z2id in a clearer understanding of the

lessons and walch would be of use in later life. BRut
Lukens, on the other hand, states that he does not wish to

have in thne

clase

the

appearance or suggestion of school

work, for that might discourage some young pesople from

coming.

He is after tne soul through the mind”.

3

This

again shows the relation of the method to the aim.

The method used will of camrse vary with differ-

ent situati

Willer,
. tnights
HBrdman,
Enight,
Sadler,
Hiller,

3. Lukens,

OIIS e

OE}QCif;o’
CpeCite,
opeCitae,
opecitae,
opecit.,
opscites
0peCitay

* »

Q.&o
Dede
:{);3.3.0
?.lu
Dede
PeTe
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For example, Dr. Caughey says "For some

- L L] L
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clagses it may be necessary to make the guestions more

1 ra . A
gimple.” Dr. Hiller states,s"It is taken for granted that
each teacher . . « will alter wherever improvement may be

."2 And Dr. Erdman,in his manual,sagss- "The method

made
of conducting the preparatory classes is left to the dis-
cretion of the leader, and will obviously vary in differ-
ent cages." °

Examination by the session is necessary before
an individual is accéyteﬁ as a member in full standing in
the Presbyterian Church. Such an éxaminati@m is indicated
in these manualsg as the logical conclusion to the communi-
cants! class, though of course this depends upon whether
the individual pupil is really desirous of "joining the
church®, The final decision of acceptance or rejection,

regsts in the handsg of the session.

B, Summary

An attempt has been made in this chapter to dig-
cover tne sirong and the weak vpoints of the organigzation,
curricula, and methods usad in communicants! classes to=
day. This evaluation was made in the light of the purpose
of the communicants' classes, the frequency of the repe-
tition of certain items as presented by ten representative
manualss and supporting statements made by the authors of

* » . L - L 4

l. Caughey,; 0Decites DPed,
2. Miller, opecits, DeG.
2. Erdman, on.cite.y D10,
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these manuals. It was found that to a great extent, the
procedure of individual classes is dependant upon attends
ant circumstaunces. Concerning the leader of the group,

the consensus of opinion is that he should be the pastor

of the church, for the puprils comprise his future congre-
gation. There is a difference in the names suggested by
the éié&erent pastors, depending mainly upon the emphasis
vut forward as the chief aim: if prevariang for the Commune-
ion is the chief aim, the neme given is properly "Communie
cants' Class"; if the emphasis is on the taking of the vows,
then the term "Confirmation Class™ may be used; or the term
"Instruction Qiass” may be employed to avoid either of these
emphases. There is general agreement that the pupils should
usually be adolescents, since this ig considered the "age
of discretion® and since children need to be under the care
of the church. But it is also deemed advisable to conduct
similar classes for adults. The achurch 1s the desirable
?lace for the conduction of these classes, and because of
the connection with church history the pre-Zaster season

is preferable. The particular time depends upon the ine
dividual circumstances. And a greater number of sessions
is more profitable.

Concerning the curricula, those subjects are con-

sidered most important which have a direct bearing upon

mant's relation to God and the Church. These as well as

.
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other subjects are treated ss a summing up and clarifica-
tion of what has been learned in the Sunday School. This
is an important emphasis, since it is evident that the
whole of this information could not be treated inm a six
to ten week session.

Again, the methods pursued vary according to the
desireg outcome in the life of the individual. If know-
ledge of facts is the desired end, the catechetical or
text~-book methods may be employed. If an attitude is de=
sired, the inductive method is best. Considering that
both of these aims are desirable, Mr. Knight presents an
interesting combination of the catechetical and the in-
ductive methods. Furthermore, these aims, and conseguent-
ly the methods, will vary according to the circumstances.
Thusg, with a group of applicants who are defiéitely Ccon=
secrated to Christ, knowledge of facts may be all thar is
required; whereas with a group tnat already has the Enow-

ledge, personal consecration will be the desired aim.
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CHAPTER VI

LNBERAL SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The purpose of this thesis has been to discover
the p;ace of the communicants'! class in the Christisn edu-
cation of youth in the Presbyterian Church in the United
States of America. Communicants' classes were defined as
those classes which are conducted for tihe purvose of pre-
paring applicants for membershi@\in the church.

In order the better to understand the purpose of
the classes, the his tory of communicant education was studied,
It was found that communicant education first took the form
of the catechumenate which was counducted for the purpose of
training adults who came directly from heathenism desiring
to become Christians and th Join through baptism the fellow=-
siiip and worship of the Farly Church. At thét-time-nclone
was allowed to witness the church service-who had not-had at
least some instruection concerning the Christian religion and
wiro did unot give evidence of a true change of heart. With
the increase in the practice of infant baptism, the cate=-
chumenate began to declime and the rite of confirmation
came into practice as distinet from baptism, Child train-
ing was relegated to the home. Through the following
centuries definite and adequate training was more-and mors

neglected, though Charlemagne attempted to establish sphools

=100~
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for &he training of boys. At the time of the Reformation
catechetics again became prevalent. Iuther is said to be
tne father of modern catechetics, becausé of the catechisms
which he prepared and because of his insistence that they
be taught {to children. alwrin, the founder of Presbyterian=-
ism, also prepared catechisms to be used in the training of
children., At this time a modified form of the Roman rite

of confimation was adopted by the FProtestanss, this being
at first more readilv accepted among the Calvinists than
among the Lutherans. From the Reformation on, the emvhasis
hzs been upon child training in preparation for their mem-
bérsgiy aud future usefulness in the church. Tnis hag been
an emphasis in the Presbyterisn Church in the Tmited Litules
of America sioce its foundiog in 1788. In the nineteenth

century Sunday school traziniog as well as home training

became evalent, but it is only since the beginning of the
Y nt century that tinere has arisen the demsnd for 2o

svecial instruection class for children who are about to be

s

taken into full membership in the church, Within this time
the custom of conducting cormmunicants' clascses has become
widespread. It was seen that this custom i® an sutgrowti
of the provision 4m the Presbyterian constitution which
reads,

"Children, born within the pale of the visible Suurci,

aad dedicatec to God i1a baptism, . « o when taey come to

: of a*“cr@;i¢n$ e » o Ougnt to be informed it is
cuty and their privilege to come to the Lord's
Snger.”
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Adolescence is generally considered the age of
discreétion. It was found that at this age the young person
is peculiarly in need of thé foundation, the fellowship,
and the echallenge to a definite personal conviction which
the Christian church offerss and that the communicants"class
can be a definite aid to him in taking this public stand
wirich iswso importent in determining his life choice and
aims, and which nelps to settle him emotionally. Further-
more it was seen that the church needs youth in that she
needs the characteristics which youth can impart to hers
that she needs enthusiasm, sensitivity, trust in God, and
growthy and that if youth and the church must be brougnt.
together, the yvouth mist be instructed a: to their position
and responsibility, and tne reguirements walch the chuurch
demands. Herein was found to be the importancs of the com-
municants' class. In addition to giving the desirable fac~-

tual knowledge, it should be a summingfup of the work wnich
the Sunday school has given, and a means of leading individ-
uals to Christ if such a commitment has not already been

-

made. Xurthermore it was seen that the class should be a
means of bringing the pastor into the desirable fellowship
with and understanding of his growing congregation; it
sheuld enable him to discover those wio are really ready for
full membersiip in the church and to suggest to the others
that they wailt a litile while longer before iaking the step.

A1l too frequently young veopnle are received into the chureh

wno befause of a superficdiadl knowledge or training or = lack
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of persehal conviction are not ready to take this step.

In the Eariy Ghurch instruction was deemed so im-
portant that it mast necessarily precede baptism and parti-
cipation  in worship. It is true that this was chiefliyv be-.
cause those seeking admission were adults who were entirely.
unacguainted with Christianity. Yet todav, such instruction
is also necessary because children and adults need to be

hown the true meaning of the Christian Llife and the
Chrisetian church in & day when these things are being taken
too mucn for granted. That this need is being realized

is indicated by the increasing demand for such classes.
This increase in demand also shows that the resulis
obtained are satisfactory. Dr. Zrdman has been quoted as
saying, "The busiest pastor will feel fully revaid by the
resulfs achieved.?

Since, then, it was seen that there is a definite
need for comuunicants' classes in the\church, there
foilowed an examination into winat is being done in the

i

Presbyterian Chaurch iu the United States of America.  For
thils purvose, ten representative manuals recémmemded for
commuiicants! classes were analyzed.as to their organizaw
tion, curricula, and methods. This survey and evaluatieﬁ
was made by means of two analysis clhiarts constructed for- -
the purpose. It was found that in order to keep the ehurch
pure tihe aim of the class should be two~fold; first,-that

it be for instruction in church membership, considering
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that this depends upon a personal experience with Charists
‘and second, that it be for instruction in church membersiip,
considering that this necessitates a knowltdge of the duties
of church members and of the continuance of the Christian
life. This prepared individuals for the Cdmmunion and
leads up to the personal confession of faith in confirmation
of theé baptismal vows. The name given to the class will
depend upon the main emphasis, whether it be confirmation,
the Communion, or instruction. Tn the discussion it was
found that the classes are conducted usually for six weeks
Jjust previoué to Baster., This season was seen to be the
best time of year for this purpose. Furthermore, the class
should meet once a week on & week-dav. Here, however, the
procedure is -optional and dependent upon the particular
community in whiich it is jeld. Because of the amount of
material tclbe covefed, the tendency now is toward contine
uing the classes far & longer period of time; ten, or even
fifteen, weeks was seen to be advisable, for a shorter time
leads to inadeqguate preparation and too hasty decisions..

The pastor is usually the leader of the grouwn, for in this

nd

s congregetion and

ke

way he 1s better able to be related to h

P

to become acguainted with the young people. Occasionaly
the leader is some other capable teacher, but the pastor is
generally unwilling to forego this ovportunity. That yvoung

neople between the ages of twelve and eighteen are the nupils

[N

s generally accepted, for as has Dbeen indicated before,
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taie is an age peculiarly suscentible to religious in-

struction and personal consscration. By this it iz not

meant to exclude adults, but to suggest that thembe also a

separate class for adults, which may meet at o different

-

time of the year, for it is evident that adults who are com-
ing into the church for the first time will also need ine
struction in the things of the church. The group should not
be too larze, since, in the light of the aim, personal con-
tact is altogether desirable.

It was discovered that the subjects considered the

moet important are tiose pertaining to salvation, the Christ-

2 §

ian 1ife, and the duties of church members. These are direct-

3

iy in accord witn the aims of the eclass: thev include a study

of Jesus Christ, what it mesns to bersa Christian, prayer,
tine Lord's Suvper, baptism, the chnurch, reasons for Jjoining
the chureh, Christian living, éﬁd the Bible. In this con-
sideration the following subjects may be recommuended for a
ten-week sessioni

l. God's Righteousness

Ze Man's 8in

3 Christ's VWork

4, Man's Salvetlion

5. The Holy Spirit

6. The Christian Life
Prayer, Lhe Bible, Service

7. Purpose and Cre=ds of the Presbyierian.Chureh-in the
United states of America

8. Polity and Governmant of the Presbyterian Church in
the United States of America

Y. Church HMembership
Purvose and Veaning, The Sacraments.

~

There are two sides to every guestion. Tt is
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therefore only fair to repeat the warning which. has been

s

stated before, namely that if comrunicants'! closses mwa

mede a matter of course ang if church membershin is nmade &

matter of being able to asnwer certoin questions rather than

to experience these answers, the puﬁ:ﬁcaﬁ of the elass will

be defeated and the church will be kept from impurity no
more than before.

The method of presenting these materials has been
shown to be all impottant in producing the desired resdults.
It certainly should not be a mere presentation of facts,

e econsidered. The

[

tnerefore o lechbure method is not to
best method has been seen to be that which draws out from

A,

the pupil the guestions which must be considered. froud
discussion is well suited o this. A certain amount of
factual material must be presented, but z purely catechet-
ical method is too cold and unstimulating. The method
which appezrs to be the most desirable is that suggested by
Reverend Walter D. Xnight in his maﬁmaz “Preyaring YVoung
People for Church Membership'. This method has been noted

to be & combination of the inductive and the catechetical

o

methodse Above all an atmosphere of worshin is desiravle.
Sueh an atmosphereé will be a means of assisiing to lead
pupils to the desired personzl commitment to Chrust. IEx-
aminations should be given, not as a means of grading, but
of azssisting the pupils to discover their own progress and

to prepare them for the examination before the session,
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epends thelir reception into the church.

upon winich d
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In tne lizht of this thesig it is
increased effart he made toward communicant education on the
part of tuaose pastors wino have been negligent 1o this matter.
It is urged tnat many investigate ths need for definite

Cl%uuﬁﬁ for preparing young people for membership in their

R

own churches: and furthermore thait the warning be heeded

&

concerning the making of such classes a mere matter of course;
that it be remembered that the purity of the church devends
upon its members and their relation to God: and that the
example of the darly Cmirech in its care of catechunens be
needed.

In a study of this investigoetion those postors will

®

be encouraged who have been faithful in this matter. Tt will

further stimulate them %o continue in the food work: it will

help them to see the imvortance of their works: it will stim-
ulate them into seeking means of vpossible improvement of ax-

isting classes; and Tinally, it will. stimulate them to urpge
upon others the necessity of thus maintaining the purity of

the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.
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QUOTATIONS FROM THE MINUTAS OF THE GENERAL ASSEEELY
OF THE PRESBYTHRIAN CHURCH IN THXR
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Concerning Religious Instruction of the Young

1804+ o %It is the opinion of this Assgenmbly, that where
the field of labor is too extensive for the ordinary
and régudar ministry cértaintassistants, like the helvus
or catechists of the primitive church, may, under pro-
per restricticns end limitetions, be usefully employved
in ipstructiong the young in the principles of our holy
religion®. . . (Minutes of 1789-1820, p.301.) '

1809 « siHesolved, Tnat the different Presbyteries within
our bounds are hereby directed to ilunguire of the dif-
ferent sessions whether a proper pastoral care be exe
ercised over the baptiged children in their congrego-
tions, tnat they learn tue priocinles of religion, and
walk in nevnegs of 1ife before God, and that said
Presbyteries do direcet all sesgions delinguent in this
respect to attend to it carefyplly and without delav™. . .
(Minutes of 1789Y=1820, p.431.)

1830s o o"it o o . 2ereby is recommnendrd to pastors, sessions,
heads of families, superintendents of Sabbatin 8chools,
and all charged with the education of youth in our
connection, to give these admirable summaries of Christ-
ian truth and duty a prominent place in thelr instructions,
to the youth and children uader their care®. . .
(%in@tes of 1821-1837, p.304. Tuais statement refers 1o
the JCatechisms of thés Church'.)

1835. « o"In consequence of but little being said in the
presbyterial narratives in regard to the care and in-
struction of the baptized children of thne Church, the
Assembly fears thut there is z lamentable deficiency
in this respect. Let us, as we value the covenant which
makes the promise not only ocuss but osur children's,
take a more diligent oversight of Zhese youthful
members of our Church. . . (Hinutes of 18211837, p.37.)

~109=-
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1849 « o
a«'The following resolutions on the subject of catecheti~
cal instruction were unanimously adopted, viz:

l. Resolved, That this General Assembly considers the
practice of catecuetical instruction as well adapted
to the prosperity and purity of our Zion. ‘
Resolved, That this Assembly wiew also with deep
regret the neglect, on thepart of many of our churches,
of ftnis good old practice of our fathers -~ & Jructice
wiich has been attended with such blessed results to
the cause of pure and undefiled religion.

S« Resolved, That the institution of Sabbath-schools
does not exonerate ministers and parents from the
duty of teaching the Shorter Catechism to the chil-
dren of the Chwrch.

4. Resolved, That this Assembly szrnestly and affection-
altely recommend to all the ministers and ruling
elders in its counnecticu to teach diligently the
young of their respective congregations the Assembly's
shorter Catechism. « o (p. 181.)

Il
L
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