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CHAP'l'ER I 

A. The Problem 

1. Definition of Terms 

Communicants' classes are the Presbyterian equiva­

lent of Confirmation classes in the Anglican ana Lutheran 

churches. They consist of a series of instructions given 

to those who are or ought to be considering the full pledge 

of their membersh in their particular church. That is, 

they are held for the :preparation of those i.ndividuals who 

are coming to the Communion for the first time. It is in 

this connection t the name 11 Corn.'l1unicants'" classes is de-

rived,- they are for those who are going to "commune". 

To most people this step is kno\m as ttjoining the 

church 11 , yet te i ly su is not the case unless the 

individual's do not belong to the church; for a 

child born of Presbyterian parents automaticaly becomes a 

member of the visible church.1 

• • • • • • 
l. The Constitution of the sbyterian Church in the 

ited States of .li.merica, p.ll4. "The visible Church, 
which is also catholic or universal under the gospel 
(not confined to one nation, a.s before under the law), 
consists of all those throughOut the world, that profess 
the true religion, together with their children; and is 
the kingdom of the Lord Jesus ist, the house and fami-
ly of God, out of i re is no possibility 
of sal vat ion. 11 

-1-
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"All children born within the pale of lillie visible Church 
are members of the Church, are to be baptized, are under 
the care of the Cnurch, and subject to its 
and discipline; and when they have arrived at 
discretion, they1are bound to perform all the 
cilurch rnembers. 11 

What, then, is so frequently thought of as "join 

c.i1urchu is in reality entering into full comrnunion or full 

membership privileges of the church. se privileges are 

granted upon the individual's ing of d inite and 

public stand. The Constitutton further states: 

11\IV:hen persons baptized in infancy c~re to adJ:n1 t to 
full communion with the Church, they shall be exwnined 
as to their knowle and piety, and sliall in ordinary 
cases, with the approvD..l of the ssion, make a public 
confession their ith, in the presence of the con­
gregation. 11 

This ic confesei8n of faith ires an affirmative 

answer to the foJ.lowing questions:3 

1. Do you believe in one God, Father, ~on, and Holy Ghost? 
2. Do you believe in Jesu~;::~ Ghrist, <::~s the only-begotten 

Son of God, and do you reeeive him as your saviour and 
acknowledge him as your Lord? 

3. Do you believe in the Holy Scriptures as the ·,}ford of 
God, and accept them as the infallible and. supren;e 
rule of faith and conduct? 

4. Do you promise to endeavor to lead a cone~stent 
Christian life? 

5. Do you promise to obey the rules of t"1is church, and 
to contribute to its supnort according to ability, to 
attend its services, and to promote i peace, purity, 
and welfare, so long as you remain a member? 

Many prefer to call this step "Confirmation 11 , be-

• • • • • • 

1. Presbyterian Constitution, op. cit., p.398. 
2. Ibid., p.411. 
3. Roberts, ·::Jilliam Henry, A IvianuE.cl for Ruling rs, p.l45. 
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cause the making of the public confession of faith is in 

effect a confirmation of the vows taken by parents of 

the child at the time of his baptism. The prospective 

church member first confirms his position in the church and 

then partakes of the Communion. The writer prefers the 

word "confirmationlf for this rite, since it is a more posi-

tive and more inclusive te~, but will in this present 

thesis use the term "communicants'" to avoid confusion with 

the rite of confirmation as it is understood in the Anglican 

and Lutheran churches. 

In se other churches mean of rite 

is practically the same as in the Presbyterian church ex­

cept for certain theological implications in regard to the 

receiving of the Holy Spirit. c. L. Slattery gives this 

interpretation1 in his statement that the Holy Spirit is 

given then not for the first time, but in a full way. The 

Encyclopaedia Britannica defines confirmation as none of the 

sacramental rites by which the catechumen is itted to 

full membership in t~e Church • • • and is especially con-

nected with the gift of the Holy Ghost'1 2 

definition given in Schaff-Herzog 

paedia is as follows: 

"Confirmation is the rite which in the 

• • • • • • 

1. Slattery, C.L., Following Christ, p.8. 
2. cyclopaedia Britannica, vo1.6., p.233. 

reas the 

ious Encyclo-

Catholic 
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and Greek Churches is considered a sacrament 
strength r istian warfa~e and complet 
of the Holy Ghost bestowed in baptism, 
the Anglican and theran Chur1fes baptized 
received into full communion." 

convey 
the gift 

ch in 
rsons are 

Aside from this interpretation of the gtft of the Ho-ly 

Spirit, the benefits of confirmation in the isoo 

Church, scribed by Slattery are the same as those sub-

scribed to in the Presbyterian Church; that is, 

tion of the individual into full membership privi 

recep-

s and 

responsibilities, a definite ic stand concerning the 

choice of Christ as leader and His fol.;owers as associates, 

and the seal his own conversion. Conversion uld be 

the test of re iness for full church membe • Concern-

ing this, Slattery says, 11You may ••• test your conversion 

by asking if you are re for complete r. If you 

are re<:J.dy for that, you are ready for confirmation. 11 2 

following statement is found in the Schaff-Herzog ligious 

Encyclo ia concerning admission to the Presbyterian 

Church: 

"The term.s of admission to the comnrunion of vis 
church are the same as the terms or con<H tiona of sal­
vation revealed in the Holy Scriptures ••• The Chris.t­
ian Churches have no right either to add or to take from 
these terms or conditions, and ~11 who have accepted 
these are tl1.ers in Christ.u 

• • • • • • 

1. Caspari,Vf.,· in· The :trew Schaff-Herzog 
paedia, vol.3, p.223. 

2. Slat~ery, C.L., loc.cit. 
3. Roberts, W.H., Schaff-Herzog, 

ligious cyclo-

id., vo1.9t p.241. 
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But how is child to come :in to a sa:v ow-

of Christ, that is, how is he to be conve , un ss 

he be taught? Provision is made in Presbyterian Con-

stitution r the instruction of children have en 

into the Church. It that they 

11 are to be taught to re ism, the 
Apostles• Creed, and the Lord's r. They are to be 
taught to pray, to sin, to fear God, and to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And when they come to 
discretion, if they free from scandal, 
and steady, and to have suffic1.ent 
the Lord's body, to informed it is their 

1 come to Lord's supper." 

s giv of ins 

the 1, but as and 

school train g, re are c ses r informing of chil 

of ir s in com 's of c 

into full • rs rece d 

in t ' t it is usually done at a. 

Communion service, and more es cially r t • 

reason, pre-Communion or Communicant c are 

ld for six or more we fore the Co:m-

munion. In some churches c ses are ld on 

duri Church School session, participat1ts be 

excused ir classes. r s r 

to their es on a week- ly after 

school hours. The ter season e cially advan 

• • • • • • 

1. Presbyterian Consti ion, p.440. 
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because ious n ~:, of seem to 

heightened in se early sp+ing days; furthermore, 

rites in the Liturgical churches during the Lenten season 

are an influence in kee g religion minds of 

ters; then, too, for those who hold the session 

on week- , season seems .s.dvan ous, for the emo-

tions are heightened the on-coming g , t 

days are ...still too cold for out-of-doorL play so 

children are ing to stay within doors. 1 

Mr. Lukens rs to 1 his c s an "ln s true-

tion 11 class, ra r a Communicants' class; ile 

his a is to children to s not 

wa.nt ildren el they are ing d 11 to 

the Lord's Supper; the s should be ind.iv and per-

sonal. , by calling it an Ins tion class, 

pastor can exclude from full church membership, without dis-

intment to , those who he feels are not ready to 

receive the Lord's Supper because of indifference or ignor-

ance. This latter is very important, for, as we have be-

fore mention , no one should be rece ved into full church 

membership who has not been truly converted. 

The tor is usually the instructor of the class. 

It is an important r ' r it comes into 

ser con t ldren his parish, and 

• • • • • • 

1. • , Lukens, Victor H., A tor's struction Class for 
Children, p.3. 
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older members of his c ion. s 

11 elf comes in a measure d c s r 

of rs • And 

r ed rs and 

'With arise in s or 

2. The 

The problem becomes spec ically is: do the 

commun icauts' class have an important place in the Church, 

and if so, what is that place? Do not the schools 

tely care for Christian e ion the i 

of the Church? And again: are, commun ican t s classes 

adequately filling ir own place; if so, ; if not, why 

not, and how can the situation be remedied? Is it ssible 

that re are Church rs are not truly converted? 

This final question is at the root of the whole problem. 

Very evidently there is some thing wrong with the churcll 

today, and is "something" is rooted in its members "\vho 

do not live to their profession, or their supposed pro-

fession according to the standards of church. 

1JJ:r. Lukens makes the following very significant statement: 

11 I have to get the class to unlearn the idea that Church 
membership assures salvation. It is necessary to show 
that neither ing in or out of the Church has anyth 

do with salvation, for that is dependent on faith 
alone, but that Church membership should come after 
sal vat ion. 11 1 

• • • • • • 

1. Lukens, op.cit., p.23. 
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If there is this em to meet, how is it to be met? 

\Vhat subjects are dealt with in co~nunicants' class? 

Are these the elements which should be inco in 

curriculum? How much and sort teaching sho 

relegated to the sunday School, and to the communi 

class? we lay dom1 any definite curriculum? And 

finally, what evaluation can be made of existing 6ommun ta' 

classes in the 1 of their apparent results? 

B. Method of Procedure 

In order more cle to present 

following chapter of this thesis will be cwncerned wi 

the 

the 

history of comr.rmnicant education cen ries and 

its development in the Presbyterian Church ited 

states of America, $ince the found of is in 

1788. second s cific blem discussed will be that 

of tile need for comrnunicants' classes, including a study 

of the rel ious ne of adolescents, their ne for 

Church, the Church's need of them, and the specific place 

of communicants' classes in stian Church. re is 

no intention to indicate on~y adolescents "join the 

Church 11 , or ne in church p, but 

this is the age at which young ople are usually 

taken into the Church. Furthermore, the subject mt.lst of 

necessity be limited , a study of t train-

ing cannot be treated here. r four will d 
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to a survey of current ;c;rocedure in comrnun icants' s 

in the sbyterian Church in the ited s in icat 

and will include a discussion of thetr ir 

curricula, the methods used. fifth i 

include a:n ion of that cedure. Finally, 

whole study will be summarized and inent conclusions 

drawn concerning the proper place and procedure for cor'lmun-

icants' cl~sses in the Presbyterian Caurch in 

States of .America. 

i d 
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CHAPTER II 

THE HISTORY OF CO:MMUNICA.LTI EDUCATION AlfD ITS D.E'VELOP.'AmNT 

IN THH: P~SBYTERIA.L'l CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A. Introduction 

Communicants' classes have just been definecr as 

those classes in the Presbyterian Church which are for the 

purpose of preparing those who are coming to the Communion 

for the first time; classes in which young people, baptized 

in infancy, are prerlared for full membership in tlie church. 

Two questions immediately :present themselves: first, how 

did this custom arise? apd second, how wide-spread is it? 

The General Assembly of the Presbjrterian Church 

in the United States of .America was founded just one hun­

dred and fifty years ago, but to study the development of 

con:ununican ts' classes in the church, it is necessary to 

survey the history of communicant education through the 

centuries, beginning with the origin of the practice in the 

Early Church. It will be the purpose of this chapter to 

snow how the communicants' class came into existence as an 

outgrowth of the catechumenate of the J~arly Church. 

study will center first around the catechumenate, the cate-

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Ante, p.l. 
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chetical schools, and infant i.sm and confirmati·::m i.n 

the Early Church; then, around the instruction of cate-

chumens from the fifth century to the Reformation; i 

around communicant education from ion to found-

ing of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 

America in 1788, a.nd finally around the development and 

practice of communicant education in the sbyteri.Em 

Church in the United States of America. 

B. Communicant Education in Church 

1. The Cate 

The first Christians were adults as were so 

the first converts. Therefore in the early centuries 

practically all efforts to educate ople in the ways of 

Christianity were directed toward adults. That such edu-

cation·was necessary is evtdent when one considers that the 

converts came directly from paganism to a religion that was 

entirely new and foreign in its content. One cannot become 

a d.isciple of Christ without rst knowing ut him, nor 

can one expect to carry out the incj.ples of Christ with-

out knowing those principles. ist's final instructions 

to his intimate friends were, 

"Go ye therefore, and make disci.}Jles of. all nations, 
baptizing them into the na~e of the Father and of the 
Son and o the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I commanded : and lo, I ar 
with you always, even unto the end of the world." 

• • • • • • 

1. Matthew 28: 19,20. A.R.V. 
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ism is sign of Christian, en 

ized are rs of the Cnristian church, but before 

being ized one must first instructed as to mean-

ing of baptism. For the Jewish converts is transitiJn was 

not so difficult, r ir conception of God was the same, 

and their of was practi same • and 

were acquain with idea baptismst or i s; but 

for the it was a com:ple chan of ltfe, an solute 

turning about from one code and set of customs to ano r. 

For is reason there 

of instructions 

with the Christian 

11 The iest traces of 

Apostolic era; it attained its 

fourtn. cen soon after, 

tury, it to cay." l 

' a 

in 

or 

are f 

ction in 

fif 

1ves 

the 

cen-

It is evident that first the gatherings of 

the disciples were free to any one who wi to learn of 

the Christian ith. But as time went on it became necess-

ary to more s t rules, and to take more care 

concerning se were itted to church, for "the 

need of it was demonstrated by cases of re se into 

h€athenism.and of the seeking.of member i-p from interested 

• • • • • • 

1. Reu,M.,Catechetics, p.l3. 
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or treacherous motives.~~ 1 The catechumenate beca>ne not 

only an instruction class, but also a period of ion 

W.1.1.en the lic~t r membership in the church was close-

ly watched for his motives, s sinceri , 

ingness to carry out principles Christlan 

religion. 

An ap icant was received into cate ate 

by the laying on of hands and prayer and the ing of the 

sign of cross. Frequently these a icants, or cate-

cm.unens as titey were called, were children i.st-

ians, who were of to receive instruction, but i 

tnere was no particular specification as 

most of catechumens were adults. Constant e the Great 

was himse a catechumen. The essential was 

not previously been baptized. 2 

The length of tne t spent in the catechumen .. 
in 

ate varied different places. It was divided into two ,.. 
periods, the Iirst of which "t:as more of a probatton period 

and lasted usually for two or three years. During t.l:l:i.s 

time there were occasional examinations al:mg with the 

instruction y;hich was given. The info on was of a 

• • • • • • 

1. Cohrs ,F., n) The New Schaff-Herzog 1 ious cyclo­
paedia, v.2. p.449. 

2. C!'~ Coleman,L., Christ1an Antiquities, p.51. 
Cf. C:yclopaedia ol' Biblicalt ol ical, and Eccles-
lastioal Llterature, v.2., p.l53. 
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general nature concerning the rudiments of the Gospel and 

the read 

more cial 

of the Scriptures. 

ion for 

second period was a 

rece ion into membership, 

and only those were admitted who, after careful examinationJ 

had proved themselves ready. This period was usually con-

ducted d.ur Lent and was in turn divided into two parts. 

The catechumens were now allowed to attend the services of 

the congregation proper, as well as to receive more parti-

cular instruction in the details of the faith. In the 

first riod t.here were three very definite kinds of 

aration; ftrst was instruction in .the ich 

t.:ney must give (renunciation); second, instruction 

in things that they must lieve (faith); 

third, a sort of exorcism to dr:.ve the evil :trits 

of ism.. By the Thursday before ]Li;J.ster the final list 

of t!.l.o se to be tted to baptism was drawn up·. Friday 

was spent by these catechumens in prayer and fasting and 

on Saturday morning they came together r the final 

ion before baptism, 

evening. 1 And on Easter 

ch should same 

the new rs 

first t partook of sacrament Lord's 

• • • • • • 

1 cyclo18edia of ligion 
leman, .cit., p.54. 

Ethics, v.3.,p.256. 

Cf. , Op.cit., p.28-29. 

• 
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have mention 

chumen varied in d es.. Not on 

leng vary, but also me of pro 

Coleman mentions that some authorities d.:lc r hi-

sions of the cate 1 ile 0 indi d or 

three. De a sense s us that struction was d i 

into three , corre to the e 0 pro-

bat ion. 2 also states there were two ci 

:iods, as was mentioned above, t that 

"In first, the candidates d 
on the shold of 
in its p, v:ere 
read of the gospel. This 
on the very eve ir ism. 11 

2. The c!letical Schools 

The ce of c some 

measure one it \!!Jas from 

se c ses there arose ti s ols. 

quo in from De Preesense: 

"There arose a J tic s ol, in i it waa 
not deemed en expound Christian doc tnes, t 
in which the was corres~Jond.ence 
of these doctrines of thought, ize 
wi st as i ions •t;e an 
idea of importance e tached 

• • • • • • 

1. , op.cit., p.B3 
2. Fressense, Christ Life and 3 ce in 

~arly Church, p.ll. 
3. Ibid., p.l? 
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instruction of its cate s, we see such men as 
Clement and Origen undertaking thiG office, and glory­
ing in the mune of catechists. • • ancient Church 
attached far more importance to intellectual n 
than official d ity for a , r 
removed as yet from Christians are 
by a rite, and that sacramental s 
all defic cies."l 

Further, in the cyclopaedia of Religion and cs, we 

find: 

"The Catechetical School at Alexandria and similar :tn­
stitutions elsewhere were, no doubt, in part, though 
not exclusively, intended for ben it of catechumens 
in the chn ical sense. 11 2 

The tical purpose of the Alexandrian Catechetical 

School was to will s of all 

into a so 

church rs. There :tv as only one instructor first, 

received no fixed , and condvct c ses in 

s rather in cial i ings. 3 

3. Infant ism and Conf irilla t ion 

The cate cont-: to hold until 

end of the fourth century. increase 

practice of infant ism, came a crease 

prevalence of • , instructions 

were not alto s , for it was ev t those 

• • • • • • 

1. j~.press~ii~, • cit., P• • 
2. c.L. e, J:~ncyclopaedia of Rel ion and Ethics, v.3, 

p.256. 
3. , Schaff, ilip., History ot 

v.2., p~777, 816. 
Christian Church, 
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baptized in infan should be c-

tr s of ist into en 

ized. r, came in ce ri 

from ism, was act 

or rather confirrn , the vow 

confirmation, se 

tak for onese 

one in infancy ts. c ir:mation was 

not us 

beyond fif century. 1 

the technical sense, and the 

, ed, cannot 

It is not a B ic term in 

re was not employed by 

stles. But the rite itself was carried on as a part of 

ceremonies u up 

consisted in ano ting wi 

combination 

sacrament of 

oil and the on of ds. These ceremonies did not 

necessarily take place at same time, t 

it was the usual custom. The istration of 

f 

ri 

t 

of 

conf 

wi 

ion was to be 

id spread 

bi , ce 

Christ i it became 

bi to be sent at every baptism and 

of confir~ation was deferred until such a t as 

saible 

rite 

bishop could be present. The tice of infant ism 

a further separation of these two ceremonies, as 

already been shown. Considerable controve arose over 

this, for it was felt that instruction in the doctrines 

should precede baptism, but re instruction neces 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Reu, op.cit. p.l3 
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llowed a time n i II of 

discretion!'l However, in s te an i 

tism became prevalent, and the ca.techUllle as an st i-

tution dec lin , abo inn 

century. This decline was also tened 

number of s ing 

Christians came directly to 

the baptismal service vd thout 

tiona examination. 2 Yet 

structions carried on both in 

for confir.mation. 3 

as ion to 

immed 

having 

there were 

ion 

It should be noted here 

fifth 

an increase 

church. 

preparation 

s 

still 

tis:m 

rlte of con-

fi~~tion was definitely connected wi the idea 

in 

Non-

in-

reception of the Holy Spirit. Scripture seems to indicate 

that Ho rit be received either after or re 

baptism. 4 But in the development of Christian customs; it 

came to be regarded that the Holy Spirit was given after 

baptism; this was more especially so because infant 

baptism. It was not, however, considered as an entire 

• • • • • • 

1. cr., cyclopaedia Britannica, v.6. p.233. 
2. Cf., Schaff-Herzog, Ibid-. v.2, p.449. 
3. Cf., Coleman, op.cit., p.53. 
4. Cf., Acts 19:5,6. Vlhen they heard 

tized into name of Lord 
had laid his hands upon the 
them. Acts lO: They ••• were amazed 
the Genti a also was poured out 
Spirit#••• And he commanded them to 
name of Jesus Christ. 

s, were 

ir it came upon 
••• cause that on 
gtft of the ly 

be baptized in the 
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fresh gift bestowed at conf ion, but rather a stren 

ening of the grace bestowed at ism. is sa 

be the first to distingui between baptism r 

the baptism of Holy irit. 1 Some churches 

retain is distinction, while others not; the Presby-

terian church does not. 

c. Communicant Education the Fifth Century 

to the Reformation 

The catechumenate could not disappear in a day 

and. so we find that even with the breakdown of the rigid 

rules, classes cont to be ld for se wished 

to identify themselves th the Chri. church. In the 

fifth century Chr:i.stianity become the es i 

religion. se wi to join were examined as to their 

motives, and if they proved acceptable were set aside with 

the sign of the cross, the laying on of hands, and blessing 

with salt. There was no special instruction for two or 

three years, but at the end of that time they might ask for 

baptism. Then followed instructions and ceremonies, the 

learning of the exact words of the creeds and Lord's Prayer. 

Recitation of these toget.ner wi a :f'inal renunci ion of 

the v1ays of ism and the tismal ceremony to 

place on the night before Easter; and ttl.en, after a week's 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf., Schaff,p., op.cit. p.257. 



instruction, the candida e ,ioin ith the c t ion •1 

Instruction after riod, however, creas 

more more. 'Nith Chri ianity fore on ions 

at once, it was iiJl.possible to be thorough in·exa.m ton 

preparation of candidates, much impurity came into 

church. Moreover, parents neglected the pro instruction 

of their children in the ways Christ i 

church proved itself inadequate to remed)' situation. 2 

Between the seventh and n cen ies there. 

were a few who >insisted on the te young, nota-

Firmin, Alcuin, and R11.abc:mus ; bnt not a 

deal was accpmplished until Charlemagne, who was il 

of Alcuin, put forth effort toward establ tsl11llent of 

schools. se schools, hoy;ever, were rather l ited 

since they were attended mos fu c rics. But it 

is well to note that this t the first German cate-

chisms carne into existence.;) 

Be en the years 1517 there was a res-

toration of the catechumenate in home. 

children received parental instruction. Wa' rite of 

confirma.t ion was ca.rried on this time, i .is Ullcertain 

ho-vv much, if any, instruction was cormec .... 
1 t,. 

During this period the confessional was enforced upon all 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Cohrs, F., loc. cit. 
2. Cf. u, op. cit., chapter 8. 
3. Cf. ibid., chapter 11. 



above the age of seven, and from it the iests were able 

to ascertain how much information the children received at 

home, and at times even supplemented it. Furthermore there 

were the Latin Schools in which a great deal of catecheti­

cal material was imparted. But in spite of all this attempt, 

ignorance of the Christian creeds and doctrines was wide­

spread in the Church itself.l 

D. Communic~~t Education from the Reformation to the 

Founding of the sbyterian Church in the 

United States of ~~erica in 1788 

Luther is considered be the father of rn 

catechetics.2 Through hie efforts ~uch catechetical 

material was prepared, he himself several cate-

chisms. These were not only for ts, but were con-

fddered for children. In the homes, the schools, and the 

churches the cate isms were preached upon and taught. 

Wnen it was thought that the children understood the cate-

chisms, they were brought up for examination, upon the 

passing of which depended their admission to the Holy 

Communion. Reu tells us that "This examination was re­

garded as the genuine evangelical eonfimation." 3 These 

examinations were usually held during Lent were 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. RE.ni,,iip•'',,<ait~, 
2. Cf. 1.:;; of 

chapter 12. 
Biblical, olog ' Ecclesiastical , v.2, p.l49. 

3. Reu, op.cit. p.120. 
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erally preceded by several we of instruction. ic 

confirmation was first avoided cause its as soc ia-

tion with rite, it came in 

repute thus " first communion ••• ole 

as goal of instruction."l And yet, Reu so s s i 

t~It,must'be,~a.~tted;,··aowever~ th~t in many cases rote 
learning of the five Chief Parts, or even of the cate­
chetical texts, was deemed sufficient. At other places 
the five Chief Parts were supplemented SY ial ques­
tions pertaining to the Lord's Supper." 

This modified form of the 

gained more ready access among the Calvinists than 

the Lutheran districts.4 Thus the practice in Presby-

terian Church has its fo ions even before that the 

Lutl1eran Church. From this time on, there is a ion 

between general instruction 

5chools, and the special pre 

the young, as in sunday. 

ion for the admission to 

the Holy Communion, at which time the child confirmed the 

baptismal vows. Catechetics continued to flouri as the 

chief method of instructing the young in creeds 

practices of the church, the instruction given the 

parents or guardians, the sun school teac.her, and the 

pastora. The culmination of instruction came in 

preparation for admission into full church 

• • • • • • 

1. aeu. op. cit., P• • 
2. chief parts of J,uther's ism. Cf., 
3. Ibid. p.l2l. 
4. Cf. Cas pari ,w., The New Schaff-Herzog eye 

v.3, pp.223,224 

special 

Ch. 

di.a, 
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Philip Jacob r ( 35-1705), r rman 

Pietism, YO c emphasis s 
of catechetical instruction, and of tes 

It is interest g to no re main es of 

Pietism were as follows: 

n1. the Catech f , s i 
authority, 1 be used in instru.ction; the in-
struction is not Socratic ••• 3. That whi il 
is to learn the words the Cate sm heart, the 
teacher is to explain illustrate them from :Sible, 
and to enforce on the heart conscience of the 
Catechumen. n2 

Catechetica.l instruction tice 

the Calvinists. John Calv lf publi a 

in 1537 which included expositions on the Creed, the Lo 's 

Prayer, the Ten Conwan ts and the Sacraments. This was 

superseded by Anglica.n, the Heidleberg, and in 1647, 

the Westminster catechisms. 3 

E. Comrnun ican t ion in sbyterian Church 

in the United States of America 

Very little direct reference can be found con­

cerning an actual class for the preparation of communi.can ts 

in the sbyterian Church in the United States of America. 

'fhe Gene Assembly of the sbyteria.n Church was founded 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Q.ualben, Lars P., A History of the Christian Church, 
p.364. 

2. Cyclopaedia of Biblical, Theological, and Eccliastical 
Literature, v-2., p.l49. 

3. Cf. Qualben, Ibid, p.266. 
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in 1'788 and from the very first, is was on 

importance of catecnetical instruction of the young. 1 To 

quote again from the Constitution: 

"Children born within pale of visible church 
are to be taught to read and repeat the Catechism, 
Apostles' Creed, and the Lord's Prayer. They are to 
taught to pray, to abhor sin, to fear God, and to obey 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And when they come to years of 
discretion, if they be free from scandal, sober 
and steady, and to have sufficient knowledge to discern 
the Lord's body, they ought to be informed it is t~eir 
duty and priviledge to come to the Lord's supper." 

In the Minutes of the General AsEembly of 1818 we find the 

following statement: 

"Resolved, that the General sembly recommend, and 
they do hereby recomu1end, to the pastors ano. sessions 
of tl:e different churches under th.e ir care to as 
as of n as deem neces during the year, 

t ized cllildren with ir parents, to rec sa 
children to God in prayer, explain to them the nature 
and o-bligation of their ~sm, and the relation 
they the church." 

In the 18 s we find another statement which, by 

implication,indicates the necessity of special instruction 

for prospective church members: 

"Resolved, that the use of the Catechism in the reli­
gious education of the young and of the children under 
the care of the church be affectionately and earnestly 
recor.mnended to the session in connection with the 
General Assembly, as the most effectual means, under 
God, of p{eserving the purity, peace, unity of our 
church. n 

• • • • • • 

1. See Appendix 
2. Constitution, op.cit., p.440. 
3. 1'iiinutes of the General Assembly of 

Church in the United States of America, 
4. Minutes 1837, p.372. 

sbyterian 
1818, p.69l. 
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A further examination of the Minutes icates 

that the instruction of children is given with a view to 

their understand ir place church in 

general pre ion for full membership. refer-

ence is concern cial classes 

but it is considered to be the duty of 

oastor 2 and the gabbath-school. 3 

r such 

parents,1 the 

- ' g 

Frequent reference is made to the fact that it is 

the duty of the session to examine s upon icants 

for membership in the Church. Such a reference is as 

follovvs: 

"Inasmuch as the members of Session are j 
of the qualifications those to be tted 
ordinances, and rece ion is ir 
examination of candidates ought manifestly to in 
their presence, unless in cial cases of sickness or 
other hindrance, when thts duty be performed by a. 
committee, under the direction of the ssion." 4 

The beginning of the present century marks 

beginning of the demand for classes for the immediate in-

struction of those about to come into full membership in 

the Church. In the Preface to his "Manual for Communicants' 

Classes", Dr. Miller a the following statement: 

"The General Assembly, at its meeting in 1904, in re­
sponse to many requests, directed its Committee on the 
Forward 1iovement in Chri ian Education, to prepare a 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Moore, The Presbyterian Digest of 1886, • ,8 , 
834,847. 

2. Ibid, p.800. 
3. Ibid, • 769-773. 
4. Ibid, P• • 
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manual for cand s for ul 

• Miller's was in res se to re-

st. 

In ., a s 

manual under the direction the Joint ttee on 1 

gious Education, 

"The practice of conducting classes preparatory to the 
communion is ing wide adopted. The is in no 
sense novel, it is mere a modern for.m the instruc-
tion which the church has given in all a since the 
early centuries. rever the method is 
most sati tory results are 
the es t of such 
as of mo 

r, 19 foll ion is 

made: 

ltVfe urge upon 
cooperating with the 
education by conduct 
day classes.'' 3 

tors ne 
Board in its work 

communicants' 

The latest work done under the direction of 

General Assembly is that of Reverend Hugh T. Kerr, pub-

lished in 37. t in the s of 19 

reads: 

rtThe Commit hopes that the :Manual will be found 
worthy of our blessed Lord and His Church and that it 
will be used in

4
training a f membership in the bo 

of the Church." 

There sides s a published in the 

• • • • • • 
1. for Communicants' Classes. 
2. , R., Coming to the Communion, p.7. 
3. Minutes, op.cit., 1920, p.336. 
4. Minutes, op.cit., 1937, p.63. 



present year by Reve~end Walter D. ight entitled "Train-

cited, together with several others be discussed in 

chapter four. 

chetical instruction is the basis for the 

materials used in most of these communicants' manuals. It 

is not catechetical instruction given as such, but some of 

the same material and the same subjects are necessarily 

employed. In the beginning of the present century memo­

rization of the shorter catechism was yearly urged by the 

General Assembly, awards being given to those under eight­

een who had completed a certain amount of memorization. 1 

is only natural, then, that the communicant class materials 

should follow the outline, and, in some cases, form. of 

catechisms, though not for the purpose of memorization. 

Communicants• classes are ld usually once a 

year during the pre-Easter period. They are conducted de-

finitely for indiv s who have never before partaken of 

Communion, but they differ from the practice of the Early 

Church in that the applicants have usually been baptized in 

infancy; and also in that the period does not extend over 

several years. The communicants' class is not necessarily 

a probation period, but rather an immediate i.on for 

church membership. There is no debarring of applicants from 

• • • • • • 
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the church services previous to en r class, 

as was the case the Church, but on contrary, 

an urging of them to the services as well as to 

learn the catechisms and creeds, r were born 

within the pale of the church or not. The only restrict 

is t..!<:la t they may not partake of the Communion before the i.r 

confession of faith in the sence of the ssion, and 

their acceptance by the session. In many cases this con-

fession is made without there having been special 

ion r it. 1 

Because tice t 

members of the class are ildren twelve to six-

teen years of age.2 But sometimes ildren older or young-

er are tted; and Dr. Erdman advocates a cial class 

for adults and even sts a s m 

conducted for adult church members. 3 

The conrrnunicants' class of sbyterian 

Church differs considerably from the catechumenate of the 

Early Church, and yet it is evident that the two are 

closely related. We refer in to Dr. 'a s t 

that 11 the is no sense novel, it is merely a modern 

form of the instruction which the church has given in all 

~: This is the writer's 
Cf. Chart #::.1., .p.78".; 

3. 

• • • • • • 
rsonal experience. 

.8,9. 

2.16 81 
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the s. 111 In the Church it was for instruction 

of adults came dtrectly heathenism into 

union with the Chri s. In the i it was 

for children been i as 

for adults sought • rma-

tion to the sent time the emphasis has been upon child 

training. But at no time has either group been entirely 

excluded from instruction, and at all times instruction 

been given, whether to a greater or less degree, in the 

preparation of icants for church member • 

Throughout the centuries the is been 

upon chetical instruction; today the instruction given 

in the communicants' class is based tical 

material. In the Church classes were held r 

tnose who sought ich was ivalent to 

church member t~e classes are for se are 

about to partake of Communion for the first time, as 

regular members of Church, a 

se who confess Christ and 

ivilege granted only to 

been accepted by 

ssion. 2 The immediate preparation of the candi s for 

baptism in the Church is equivalent the communi-

cants' class in point of time. we may that 

• • • • • • 

. ' . 



there is cons 

:procedure of 

-31-

ifference be 

as th 

me 

of the 

Church, yet the materials purpose are the same. 

1nus it is clear comnmn ts' c s is an 



III 

1 CLASSES 



CHAPTER II! 

THE FOR COl'iMU1UCAi.'\fTS'cLASSES D:J 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN UlHTED OF .AMERICA 

A. Introduction 

In the foregoing chapter it has been shown that 

communicants' classes of the Presbyterian Church ir 

roots in the life of the Early Church and in the practices 

relating to church admission which were carried on through 

the centuries following. It was noted that it is only 

within the last few years that the development communi-

cant' classes in the sb~rter Church in i 

States of America begun to take defini , and 

that within this period it is becoming a de- cue-

tom to hold pre-communion classes. The statements that it 

"is being widely adopted" and that "it is in no sense 

novel" 1 are indications that this practtce was not wide-

spread or well known previously. There is now a trend in 

the direction of holding communicants' classes, and 

problem is to discover the reason for this and whether or 

not t reason is valid. The answer to this problem 

comes in the answer to the question, "Is there a need for 

comrnun icants' classes in the Presbyterian Church in the 

United States of America? and in the supporting of that 

• • • • • • 

1 • Erdman , o p • c it • , p • 7 • 
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answer. It is ore the purpose of this sent 

to invest the ne f'or corurnunica.nts• classes in 

United S s ca. 

B. scent Us Church 

tify oneself is i 

to identify oneself with Christ, church v;as 

by Him for purpose of spread g 

ing fe th followers. The stion 

arises, then, concern i one 

church. There can of course no 

se wish become rs 

for following Christ not upon one's 

the understanding of • rmore, 

provision is Consti 

Church: 

, 
and dedicated to God 

of discretion • 
and priv 

Yet, II ssion vow must eous, 

proceed from ild's own cis ion. !I 2 

cis ion must ce from tion, and there re 

tion come a t d :ts 

for a t f i 

• 

lescence is cons e 

• • • • • • 
1. Consti it., 
2. Sachsse, 

cycl 
E •' lj ious 

dia, vo1.2, 

m1 i te 

ist, 

rian 

must 

de-

ne 

of 
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discretion". s ce it is pose the Commun 

class to instruct those are antici d i te 

step of coming in full in the church, it is 

well to discover adolescent ne the church. 

It is self-ev t if is 

organ of rel ion, need for becoming identified th it 

is a religious one. But is religion? what is 

adolescent religious experience, the adolescent rel 

need? 11 Rel ion," Dr. e, "is a rson is, 

' es and comes 1n sence of his 

God." 1 1 ion is some so i d 

eve act i of 1 re canr1 ot ve we 

of it a se enti • once force jch 

initiates activity g ac-

tivity is directed; it bl d llow or a care-

fully out it soc or 

anti-soc mo or ing to ac ed 

emotion or stan . , sive or active; h 

matic. But r its 

ite connec God- ther seed as 

such or not. A man's is not necessarily rson 

God of Christ , but an i entity 

which the believer s not even reco ize as enti 

toward ch his activity is directed. r ins ce, in 

• • • • • • 

1. i tions olfr 1 
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s' inition, "rel ion is consc ess of h r 

soc values" , 1 soci come 

def ition em an s s 

"God is and wo " 2 • 

one s of , it is 

f 

common rel ions 

c of our ticular • r sent 

finition re;L ion will i 

• rne, name , it is 

es comes 

his u • 

1. Child 

With this in , n cons on 

ious an 

r ions as 

man rel ious act it:ies 

ideas, as rel ion 11 • 

as fol • • Concern 

been 
ts. A 
not sown. 

it was 
ser-

conversions, 

• • • • • • 

1. c.' it 
• 

2. of 1 ion, :p.51. 



them, and found 
converted was 
an is 
religious 

ther the 

r Hall states: 

11
• • • the 

the 
r or not so 

ct 
I estion -

h st service t can :poss 
service and istry to ild-be rendered is 

hood ••• and 
now as never 
cause it does 

I think our churches are coming ize 

Of 

they are 
parents. 11 

'set' of rel 

rm 

of 

eds 

ch 

ado scence. 

so as seems. 

while, 

some of its we 

adolescence. 

the ne of adolescents 

necess of s ing 

• 

i 

it is a far h r 
to 

s and is 

scent ion to His 

one ses 

is cont irmous t 

scence is not 

is ss 

cess s 

i 

t 

d 

tion of is cess 

for is 

scent jn connection 

• • • • • 

to 

1. , {in) tter, c. t (introduction 
inciples ligious ion, P• • 

2. p.l88. 
3. t E.L., ties of scent r , p. • 
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with an invebt t of n for connnun t ' c sses 

in our churches? ucent is itely rel 

conscious, b1l ne to be d in the forrn ;:;.nd con-

tent of rel ion to ch 1 give his 1 .. 

is inclined to boin crmrch as a11 outlet r his reli ious 

feeling, he be made aware r-

means. These subjects 11 et tl 

later on. t it is neces 

lems lescent .ment, for it has 

ion involves the le of life, 7if t is so, 

then ts i le rnust s ied. 

se }3 are so 5.ntri c l to em~ 0 r 

any s ion is merely mechani <<Lnd ;··e will of neces-

sity L:uch overlappi '"• 

a. His ical Development 

One of the most powerful of human drives is that 

of sex. Between ely, of eleven 

thirteen there b s s of sex 

development and inc 

site sex. of od are rnanifoldly 

increased the ur§;es. emotional set-

of nis ier experiences is intensif d. is 

or gil'~ to meet se problems? 

is a 

11 Sex­
trol. 

finite rel ios n 

anmver is s s? 

re, as r:; d by Verkuyl: 

r sex-con 1, r 
need lesome ac 

self-con­
int-
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ance; should ther, pray to ther and serve 
together. ine dedi ion Christ provi s le-
some outlets for energies that otherwise m be spent 
with demoralizing results."l 

With se sex changes come so the changes in 

bodily stature. The bones grow, the s grow, the 

muscles grow, the faci. features These processes 

do not all develop at the sa~e rate, however, in same 

individual; nor does a particular trait in one ind 

deve the s~;~.me p..s it does in (;nlO • 

to s cause of creasing self-consc sness 

be noted an increased in rest in s self-

ment, e.s indi by , care 

tis m • All of se a 

def i effect on reactions of escent. 

tend give him feel in riori ty, of 

, and a el of misun rstood every-

one. d these emoti.ons a ite ar on 

religious tendencies. 

d. eve 

whole of 1 

lescent 

1. 

b. His tiona.l Deve t 

This s directly to a discussion of emotion 

t in scent. emotions so color the 

that fre t renee to is found 

• To the scent is a 

emotions" not far from truth. 

• • • • • • 

ole scent 
, E .L., Psychol 

' P• 
of esc en ce, 
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A feel inadequacy is in scent 

emotional 1 • is r of lj_ f s 

thirteen and fifteen, is sa to a i of suic .1 

I1:! re not some t can 

to allevi si ion? is a difficult 

one, for along th these 1 ' 
scent a resentment s. 

Adolescent emotion is a var 

is tenderhearted and lov , and res love 

and un one ined his ce, 

but as ickly resents in ion or rce. mo and 

at moment's not j one ex-

treme to the other. intensity s var s 

with individual, and with • 

re rel ious ce is ne its 

formed in even se years will influence his le 

future life. 

It Just :mentioned scent 

is der-hearted and lov • s love is f t 

gene~al~:na ture and develops into attraction to in-

dividuals of opposite sex. emotions are so 

that their ssion ormal if not 

guided. Here is where adolescent, well-

• • • • • • 

1. • seen • • 
• scenee, P• • 
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the Christian ith in church activity, the 

tage over se who are not. 

A third interest the scent is s r-

sonal achievement. 1 s to excel in all 

indulges in hobbies all kinds and a great de 

about his possible future vocation. tional upset is 

often caused 

the paths 

lescent is still dent and un 0 s ovm 

activities, so fe ls d and emotion con tcts 

arise. 

tional c licts to se ing of some 

outlet for the emotions. For ls reason be-

comes inent. Another emotional outlet d 

ado scent is that eping d ie • diary a him 

in concrete and i se ideas ich were be-

fore just vague notions. It be a confidant for 

child s that he no one else to whom to • 

The fact should be in m i.nd lescen 

are not the only ones emotion conflicts. All 

o:ple have them. But difference lies in fact 

that the adult is to a certain degree in t and can 

usually find an adequate outlet; whereas ado scent 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Tracy, of Adolescence, p.127. 
2. Cf. Hollingworth, op.cit., p.189. 
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is still <iepenU.ent and unable to fend for himself. 1 The 

Church provides the adolescent with a solution to this 

problem by providing opportunity for well direc-ted expres­

sional outlet. 

c. His Intellectural uevelopment 

It is in this early period of olescence that the 

child becomes interested in religien and inclines toward 

"joining the church•~ Early adolescence is a time of con­

fusion~ l~ter adolescence is a time of increasing stabil­

ity, when habits ana tendencies have alreauy been formed. 

Even middle adolescence is a time of confusion, for with 

increased growth there come increased demands. ~uiet, 

paJ.nstaKing thought is not easy for the atiolescent ;, but 

emotional, imagJ.nitive thinking h~s a very prominent place. 

As has been noted before, day-dreaming is prono~ced in the 

early adolescent anu these dreams usually arise out of per-

sonal problems and tend to have at their center the exal­

tation of the dreamer. Accoraing to Miss HOllingworth, 

~~~These reveries, when they lecad to no appropriute action, 
may grow. into a fixeu habit of retreat from life's re­
buffs. Their influences in such a case become banef'ul, 
for action anu action alone can give a satisfying sense 
of genuine mastery over circumstances. 

On the other hand, when daydre~ms are accompanied 
by well~ctirected action they lead to constructive attac~ 
upon the environment, thus aiding in the estabiisbment 
of an adequate personality ••• Opportunity for action 
is essential ~·· • • Such opportunity shoulu be provided 
if possible. 113 

. . . . ... 
1. Cf. Hollingworth, op.cit., p.~LQ. 
~. Cf. HOllingworth, op.cit., p.i60. 
3. HOllingworth, Leta s., op.cit .. , p.l9·.L .. 



The earlier that clear thinKing habits are formed, the 

sooner the adolescent wili be able to adjust himself. The 

period is one of great impressionabil.i ty, of deep sensi­

tJ.vity to external stimu:li, a time when associations are 

t:na 

religious eaucator is very qefinite in the moulding of the 

young J.ivas. It is even better if this moula.ing comes be­

fore auolesoenca is fulJ.y reaoheu. or at least during the 

earlier purt. It must not be forgotten thut wi~h ull hl.s 

turmoiJ. of tno~gh~ and emotions the adolescent does have 

some vary 4.efinite iu.eaa .. lJr .. Keigwin has discovered that. 

th~ •youtnful m~nd delv~s into tho mo~t prufound problems of 

theoloe,y and metaphysics." 1 Together w1 th these iuec..s, he 

has discovered tnat he has the power to a::u~ert hl.mcel.f. It 

becomes a freq,ue:nt delight to him to snucK h:A.~ eldurs in 

the things that he says ana. does;. e:tnu. just as fre<iueut..&.y he 

aoas not really mean thase things, but it is t.o him an ex:­

press:J.on of his new-fauna power .. 

a .. His Moral - SooJ.al Deva.Lopmentt. 

Another cause for emotJ.onal disturbance is the 

~conflict which com~~ in tne forml.ng or ideals. A\ this 

tiDUl the ohiid beg1na to ree:.ch ou.t a.&.on~ mural ana social 

.&.ines:. Instead of capl.ta.i.lzing upon this tendenc,y, adu.l~~ 

very frequent4y thwart i~~ 

. .. . . . . 
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course, a sense 

exi tence 

of 

e 
ss are 

a soci 

is ind 

soci consciousness. 

e scent s 

indiv his s. 

11 discover soc • 

, ci b 

s and secret assoc 

anti.- soc t 

ess. 

scent. sc s un-

rs ding is not ve and 

s sense 

acts 

1. 
2. 

0 t 

justice s • se s arise 

his own sense ne 

consc tious in his r 

• s consc ess somet s 

over-consc nt ss w l 

unneces and even stitious 

social j ice. 

• • • • • • 

scence, • • 
scence, p.93. 
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r cause for t soci con-

sc iousn e ss is ing rs o 0 

si sex. r it with 

the social approval scent "set". 

no on girl es, r 

scent to poise self-conf a n • 

There r a wise and se ct 

d 

g a 

so ir 

d 

rtl:J.y, 

th s soc 

1 soc • 

for s mo nt, 

is more 1 rece 
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ee;,r rel 
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The opposite reaction to is of love. 

ten r emotions are foremost in the adolescent. If 

can be shown God is a God of love, s rel ion will 

mean much more to him. The sense of dependenc shim 

desire some one who is wholly independent and capable and 

interested in • a fear of going to adults, 

other ado scents are as insufficient as he; so God is 

the only one who can supplY that want in his ., 
.L • 

fact can trust God, br h place where 

he loves God. is prob of doubt 

enters in. Can be trusted? Does love me? Will 

show me the way? How can do it? one 

religious experience took form of doubts and ske • • ! 1 1c 1sm. ' 

This is a t just the r ader is so es-

sential. The adult who can overcome fear in the 1-

escent win his confi ce and friend is the one 

will be able to iate those s, free from se 

religious feo.rs, .i:1im to ust s emotions. is 

the one to lead the adolescent to a real and deep and sat is-

fying knowledge of God Jesus Christ. 

Conversion means a turn about. 

applied to ist rel , it is one 

mode of activity itude of thought to another in re-

lation to God., an ce of SllS ist , 

• • • • • • 

1. :Mudge, iet s escent Experience, case 47, p.l26. 
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as personal ior. Psychol ically, " conve 's rn:i.nd 
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• • • • • • 

1. Sadler, .s. L., ot rn , :P• • 
2. Cf., llingworth, op.oit., P• 
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stand; morally he needs d ction control; soci 

ne fe and a.ctivi ty in service; emoti 

needs stabili , sympathy, adult rec ition, 

a broadening of faith 

all of these needs 

work, and the love of God. 
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0. The Church' s ed of Adolescent 

The adolescent needs church. The stion is 

to what extent the church n the scent. is 

church and are her needs? are here of the 

church as an organ ion; the icular i ion whi 

s study is considering is the Presbyter Church in 

United States of America. 

The church as an organi ion needs the vi ity 

of youth. The historic founder of Presbyter ism, John 

Calvin, was only ty-five entered into 

ic life; and was converted twenty-two. If con-

version and identification wi can brought 

about an earlier much r can 

church's strength, much greater its outre , how 

larger i ac ishm.ent. 

have just been discussing the needs of the 

adolescent which ma..ke it important that he 

izing influence. But there are certain 
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church is made of its members, and from its effi-

" ciency is derived. Spirit-filled a 

iri t-fil church. Grow 

church. church must not s d stillt it must ss on, 

It needs 
' enquir of youth; true, it 

needs strength and stability experience, t it so 

needs the en thus of youth. youth of 
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11 The custom of confirming children as a mat of course 
at the age of fourteen has led to insincerity and hypoc­
risy and it is the ~uty of the church to check it as 
much as possible." 

That this warning is necessary is evidenced by the fo ovv-

ing two examples. A sunday School superintendent stated to 

the writer that he does not believe that children are able 

to understand sin and salvation, but need the church 

and therefore should be brought into full membershj;p with 

the intention that they shall learn of these other things 

later when they are better able to comprehend them. such a 

person evidently knows neither adolescent psychology nor 

the tru.e aim of the church. Though in his chull.!ch a commun-

icants' class is conducted, yet it is evident that it does 

not have as one of its aims the exclusion of children not 

yet ready for full membership. 'l'he other example is one 

cited by Forter2 in which he tells of a high sh11ool girl 

who one Sunday went to church without the slightest inten-t 

tion of joining, was met by the minister, and came home 

having been received into full membership. 11 No wonder,'' 

he says, "the salt of the earth loses its savor. 113 

E. Summary 

In summing up this discussion it may be said 

that communicants' classes are needed chiefly in the in-

• • • • • • 

1. Sachsae, E., (in) Schaff-Herzog, op. cit., v.2, p.440. 
2. Cf. Porter, Being a. Church Member, p.17. 
3. Ibid. 
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struction of adolescents preparatory to church membership, 

for adolescents need to belong to the church as an aid in 

meeting the increasing psychological demands of which their 

life is comprised. The com.municants' zlass be a means to 

acceptance of Christ as Saviour, or i be a strengthen­

ing of faith which alre<;;.dy exdsts. In the second place, it 

will help the adolescent to know what is to be expected of 

him as a member of the church. In the third place, it pro­

vides for teaching the principal creeds, polity, and govern-

ment of the church. It also gives the tor. a chance to be-

come acquainted with the :prospecti"ve ers of his congre-

gation. And finally, it can test icants to see whether 

or not they are ready for membership, and if necessary to 

debar them from it. In this way the church can ~1reserve its 

purity. 

The church all toofrequently fails to discriminate 

between the nominal and the true Christian, between ti:1r: child 

who is coming to the col".tl.Gmn ion because it is his own des ire 

and the one who is coming because he thinks it is t"r1e thing 

to do, or because he is forced to. For this reason the 

church has been greatly weakened. It is the duty of the 

church to check her downward direction and to provide means. 

for r quickening. The church must not continue to bring 

unconverted children into its fold but must do her utmost to 

bring them to a saving faith in Christ. This is felt to be 

the place of the communicants' class in the Presbyterian 

Church in the United States of Junerica. 
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crys ion of ith ac 

and the rejection of se he deems un rece 

full 1 
• 

In these s is t ment 

as r of the s. Occas re are 

at ions of this pro • Sometimes the tor is too 

busy to give instruction e. 

falls to some other rson. in, re 

an e cially gifted teacher in the church tor 

feels is more • t as 

pastor prefers to conduct c s h , and ex-

ce ions are ly rare. l these e t man-

uals men are or who vvere 

selves • 

s d , so wi the i-

ion of classes differ. But these d ces are 

in the details in the esE',ent s. For ex-

ample, two of these call s an Ins tion 

Class; one s it a C i on s; one, a Communi-

cant's (singular) s; one, a Communicants' ( ) 

class; a sixth, a c s; , a Class. 

All of se men would, however, re ize mean 

Commun t , as it, in some , is term used 

• • • • • • 

1. ns, .cit., .7,8. 
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by the General aembly. 1 

The a do not a defini ly 

:properly attend commun ts' s. 

for adults recently been to Christ 

as there were in the Church. is 

earnestly w s to learn. But the of 

ado scence, as been expla III. 

cause of , 
the same d writers of man-

uals i r cons ion are e ement 

here, but exact 1 e d ly. 

Kerr mentions .Juniors Inte 

adolescents; two merely, boji:s girls; the re-

maining four give the of lve as the 1 t 

fourteen,· fifteen, sixteen,, e en, ctive 
' as 

the upper limit. But r exact , • .j. 
lv is ev 

that the class is for those who have indicated an intere 

in Christanity or are sirous of com rs. 

There is likew no limit to s of 

classes, they are not • Dr. Erdman advo-

cates r group as ing more 

Caughey s the boys girls 

1. , .T., ith 
Assembly recommends • 
municant's for 

2. , C.R., op.cit. 
3. Cf., Chart 1, p. • 

• • • • • • 
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be 
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groups are large.1 

The Communicants' Class generally meets in some 

part of the church building,- the tor's study, a sunday 

$chool class room, or the chapel; Dr. ats that 

upon occasion it might meet in the home of the pastor; and 

Mr. F~ight provides for the 

cording to the convenience of the 

nt of the place ac-
2 

ils. 

As in the Early Church, the season for the tm-

mediate preparation of church members is ly that just 

preceding ter, but this is not necessarily so. This is 

because it is sirable that the course should have as its 

climax the public confession of fai and the of 

the first Communion at the time when the 

cially aware of that Last r ich the t 

was initiated. Nor is there any limit to the number 

times that the class may conducted during the year. 

One or two times is advocated. 3 Two of the mc:muals mention 

that the should meet on a week-day, one speed f ... 

ically Friday after school and e say it should 

meet weekly. ';,V'natever the time, it should be made to suit 

the convenience the pupils. Lesson riod last 

a half an hour, to one hour. re is a difference as to 

• • • • • • 

1. C , op.cit., p.4. 
:re rdman , • c it • , p • 9 • 

2. Cf., Chart 1, p.?H. 
3. id • 
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elusively. For reason it is t the 

w in o 
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under seven different topics, clud Lord's 

Prayer, and ism. In is , it is neces 

in fact that the subje w are con ... 
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tion of s full in 

Church in the i ica. 
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society, and lat se i ar 
directly upon society. In turning , 
it is found the idea of i ian living is most 

frequently used, foll turn service missions. 

s group is to a total of ty- t s 

the ten s. 

ich to be f in ce 

is ch s ion to , c 

ion, rel ion, Bible. Christ, h lf 

tiLe reve of , was c d enti 

re are nine en ces. 

's se, is numer-

ically 1 st. Indeed, this 

group m group II, since 

creat ' , resurrection, 

ion of • 

Yet, inc s, is 

reason been rele to a se • 

After is brief sen ion 

of subjects ch are in d rent ' it. 

will be well to take note of those s cific pies which are 
t 

mostfre tly used. The fo list c s se 

topics ch are referred to seven or more t r: 

Chr t, ing a Christ t r, 

tism, Church, reasons join , Christian 

living, Bible. Lo 's r is c 
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religious ideas more fre ly in the ce of the opposite 
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se s. It was found a t, 
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CHAJ?Tl:i:R VI 

GE1f'.c]HAL £'41) CONCLUSIOli 

purpose of this thesis 

the pJ_ace of the communicants• class in the Christian edu­

cation of youth in the Presbyterian ClJllrch in the United 

states of 1\merica. Corr.m1unicants' classes were defined as 

those classes VIllich are conducted for the pur·oose of pre-

ing applicants for membership in the church. 

In order··the better to understand the purpose of 

the classes, the h:is tory of communicant education was studi jt 

It was found communicant education first to form 

of the catechumenate which was conducted for the ourt>ose of 

training a.dul ts who came directly from heathen ism de sir-ing 

to become Christians and th join through baptism the fellow-

ship and worship of the :;;~arly Church. At ttme no one 

was allowed to witness the church service who had not-had at 

le<;,st some instruction concerning the Christian religioa and 

who did not give evidence of a true change of heart. ~V:i th 

the increase in the practice of infant ism, the oate-

chumenate began to decliae and rite of confLrmat.iDn 

came into practice as d tinct from baptism. i.lQ. train-

ing was relegated to the home. Through the following 

centuries definite and adequate train was·more and-more 

neglected, though Charlemagne attempted to establish sb.hools 

-100-
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for .the training of boys. At the time of the 

catechetics beca.."ne prevalent. Luther is said to 
' 

the father of modern catechetics, because of the catechi-sms 

ch he· prepared and because of his insistence that· they 

be to 5 rcn. vin, the founder of Presbyterian-

ism, also prepared catechisms to be used the train 

children: At this time a modified form of the Roman rite 

of confirmation was adopted tes s ing 

at first more readily accepted the Calvini s 

the Lutherans. the Reformation on, the is 

been upon child ining ion r i r 1nem-

church. s been 

an emphasis in the sbyter Church in thP i t.p 

of Arne rica s ce c• 

"" foun<ii in • r:: ntnetcen 

century Sun s ol i as well as 

came nt, it~ is 0 since ing of the 

;;.;ent century that re has arisen the for a 

s;Jecial instruction class for children who ~.re about to 

taken into full in church, in this t 

the custom of conducting communicants' c ses has become 

widespread. It was seen this custom Ls an -;utgrowth 

of provision in Presbyterian constitution :i.ch 

reetds, 

' • • to 
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Adolescence is generally considered the age of 

discretion. It was found that at this age the young person 

is peculiarly in need of thEi foundation, the fellowship, 

and the challenge to a definite rsonal conviction whi 

the Christian church o ; the communicants' class 

can be a definite aid to him in ing is public stand 

ich is so important in de iniJJg his life cnoice and 

aims, and ich to settle hi:m emot ional1y. Further-

more it was seen that the church needs youth in that she 

needs the characteristics ich can impart to her; 

tha·t she nee enthus , sensitivity, trust :i.n 

grow·th; and that if youth and the church :must be 

together, youth t instructed a to 

and responsibility, and the re iremen ch 

ir 

demands. rein was found to be the importance of 

municants' class. In addition to giving the clesi 

, and 

sit ion 

com­

fac;;."' 

tual knowledge, it should be a summing up of VlOrk ich 

the Sunday school has given, and a means of leadine ·individ-

uals to Christ if such a commitment not been 

made. Ji'Urthermore it was seen that the class should a 

means of bringing the tor into the desirable fellowship 

and understand of s growing tion; 

should enable him to discover se re for 

full in 

that they wait a little 

All too quently young 0 

to 

lon r 

st 

fore 

others 

ing the step. 

are received into the 

who because of a superficial knowledge or training or a lack 



-103-

of personal conviction are not ready to take this step. 

In t.ne ChtiTch instruction was deemed so im-

portant that it mast necessarily 

cipation· in worsh • It is true 

cede baptism and parti­

this was 

cause those s arunission were adults Ylere entire 

unacquain with ist ity. 

is also neces 

shown the 

because chi 

mean of 

t 

and 

, such instruction 

ts ne to be 

istian life and 

Cl1ristian church in a \Vhen these are taken 

too for ted. That 

is indio d by ere as 

'l'his increase in demand 

this ne E:'d is 

d 

0 

realized 

r suclj. c ses. 

ret::U.lts 

ob in are i • • been ted as 

say st pastor will feel fully repaid 

results i II • 

Since, then, it v;as seen 

need for comn;un icants' c es in 

fo.Llowed an examination into 

terian Cl:mrch 

re js a 

church, re 

s s of rica. 

in i 

r 

this se, ten representat manuals recomrnended for 

co1nnmnicants' c ses were analyzed as to their o 

tion, currie , and 

was Eleans of 

a of c pure 

it for instruction in 

• 

s 

is and 

is c:ij.arts co 

two-fold: first,­

rship, consi r 

ion 
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that this depends upon a rsonal experience wi j_ 

' and second, that it for struction in church 

considering that this necessitates a kn of ies 

of church members and the cont ce i 

life. This pares indiv ion 

leads up to the personal confession of i in confirmation 

of th~ bapti vows.· name given c s will 

depend upon the is, whether it conf ion, 

tl'le C01mnunion, or instruction. Tn the discuss ion it was 

found that the classes are conducted r s 

just previous to • is season was seen 

best t of ar for this purpose. 1urthermore, class 

should meet once a week on • re, r, 

procedure is 0 ion and dent the particular 

community in ich it is lj.eld. Because of amount of 

material to covered, now is t con tin-

uing the clo,sses ..;:• a lo r riod of t • ten, or even .t.a:' ' 
f en, we VVCtS seen to be ad vi ' for 2v rter time 

leads to and too ty cis ions. 

tor is usually lea!lter .,.., "ir. <:•, lJ ia 

way he is better to be rela to 11 is con .; 
,.\,. 

to become aqquainted wi 0 • Occas n 

le is some other capable teacher, t the tor is 

gen umvilling to forego is opnortun i • That 

tween s e a.re ils 

is ace d, for as been indic d. fore, 
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tnis pecul sus le to rel ious in-

stru.ct rs con sec is it i not 

meant to exc ~. 

" st no a 

cl:=:.;:;s for ts, di rent 

time of the , it is ev t adul arc com-

ing into t tim!!:' will so need 

struction in 

be too 1 , since, 1 

t is r s • 

It was discove the 

most se 

ian life, anc1 the duties church 

ly in accord vri aims of 

of Jesus Christ, Lle&.ns to 

tne Lord's Su r, ism, 

the cnur.ch, Chri ian living, :::md 

sideration fo in subjects 

ten-we session: 

1. God's Highteousness 
') .r:... 's Sin 
3. Christ's 
4. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

0. 

's Salvation 
ly irit 

Christian Life 
Bible, 

of 
f 

are two s es 
' 

be 

r 

eve 

• not 

' rson con-

ects cons red 

ion, the ist-

e are d. irect-

elude a s 

a Christian, , 
, re;.c:.sons r ,j 0 ing 

J3i ble. . 
1S con-

be rec ed a 

in 

5n 

• 

stion. is 
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more re. 

me d of ent se .,., en .,.. 

1 s a. 
I a me:re 

' 
is to con 

t en l1e i 

il ti mus re • 

discussion is -.,vel sui s. • c c::mount .ll. 

r must , 
0 co t • 

most s is 

is 

II • .d 

a of c t 

me • an of wo is s • 

to 

c t 

, not as a means , 
of ass i iscover ir own ss a .. nd 

exam ion ses , 
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upon i cte ir rece ion the • 

l of this sis is as 

increi::tsed e t educ ion on 

t is 

It is ite 

classes r r ir 

own c .. nur s; rmore t warn e 

concern in of such classes a mere r of course 

remembered i of 

i rs and re tion to 

example of the rch in its care of c ns 

he • 

a s J..B invest se rs vd11 

encouraged in is ter. It 11 

furt.ner stimulate continue in ~0 :it 

help see im:1ortance of t i,}'v"O ; it VIi st 

ulate them s means possible t 0 ex-

isting classes; and finally, it w . st 

Up011 the necessi of the i of 

the erian Church in the s s of i\..'11er ica. 
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Q.UOI'ATIOUS 

OJJ' 

OF 

Concerning ligious Instruction of Young 

••• 11 It is opinion of s , that 
the field of labor is too extensive r ord 
and reguJ.a:ll'::''mlniatry; cel!1taintas sis tan ts' like 
or catechis of the primitive church, may, tmder pro­
per restrictio s and limi tiona., be usefully oyed 
in instructiong the young in the inci s of our holy 
i~el ion". • . (Iviinutes of 1789- • ) 

1809. • • " so d, the different s wi 
our bounds are hereby d ctea ire the c1i:f-
ferent sessions r a pro a care 
ercised over baptised children in their c 
tiona, they learn -..;Lle pr ciples of religion, 

in newness of life before God, sa 
teries do a ct sessions • 1S 

ct to attend to it carefvlly • • • 
of 1 -1820, p.431.) 

1830 •• •"it • • • pa~tors, sesiions, 
of ftunilies, t""1 Schools, 

a'1d all charged vri th the uth in our 
connection, to ~ive these i smnrnaries of ist-
ian truth and duty a prominent instructions, 
to the and ildren U;1 their cai·e n. • • 

(Minutes of 1821-1837, p. 4. ais statement refers 
the liCatechisms of thtis rch 11 .) 

1835 ••• "In consequence of 1:Jut little ing said in the 
presbyterial narratives in regard to the in-
struction of the bapt ern of the 
Assembly fears th<:,_ t i'B a la.t11en table ic iency 
in this re ct. Let us, as we value covenant which 
makes the promise not only ouws :Jur children's, 
take a more diligent oversight of fuhese youthful 

of our Church ••• (Minutes of 1821-18 , p.37.) 
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• • • 
a. 11The follow ions on 

were unan imou 
this e 

c instruct 
1. Hesolved, 

practice 

3. 

to the pro and 
solved, That this 

regret the neglect, on the 
of is od old pract e of our 
which been attended w such 
the cause of pure and undefil 

solved, That institution 
does not 

of teaching the 
dren of the Church. 

c;;ctechet . . 

otlr s, 
- a )rc~ctice 

blessed re ts to 

to chil-

4. Resolved, is As t;H:rnestly and affection-
a recm:runend to 1 ters anc. 
elders in its connectiou to diligently 
young of their resp~ctive congregations 
Shorter Catechism ••• (p. lDl.) 

's 
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