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INTRODUC'f I ON 

A. The Problem of the Present Study and Its Significance 

The old adCJ.ge, "The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world", 
'1 

i.s just as true in China as in other nations. The majority of the 

mothers in China, however, are illiterate, uneducated, and superstitious; 

thus much of their influence a.nd training is not of the best. ii!Iany of 

them \'rho have become Christians desire to have good Christian homes e~11d 

to bring their children up properly, but they do not knovr how. ;Un-

fortunately, the nork of the Church is so great that, though it has no 

doubt recognized thG.t "The home exan11Jles are first in time, first in 
2 

influence ~md first in the hearts of our children~' it has not been 

able to take advant<::.ge of the great OP!Jortunity for Christi<Jl1 training 

o:ffered by the home. Yet the strategic importance of this phase of 

the work emmet be questioned. The late Dr. 'if. A. P. Martin, for 

sixty-six years a missione,ry in China, is , for example, quoted as 

s £tying, 11':'Jomc-m ignorant, has made Chine. Buddhist; riill not womon, ecl.uc at eel, 
3 

make. China Christian? 11 And David :8. Cloyd has sc~id, "An en1ancipatod 
'4 

vroman vvill bless the Chinese just a_s she has b~es.sed oth~r peoJ?les_". 

From the standpoint of the Christian Church, at least, it is evident 

that unless the women of China ~e brought to a knowledge of Jesus and 

to a desire to serve Him and have truly Christian homes, their influence 

may be detri:rnental ro.ther than of help to their nation and the world. 

But it is equally evident that if this goal is to be approached, the 

• ., • 0 • • • • 

1. Cf. IIolcom])e: The r:lenl Chin8I:~a .. :-1, p. 78 
2 ~ Horne: 'I'he Ee,;v- Education, u. 187 
3 r• 1, '·r - • .r:o (! :.,.:- • r'' • 1 A 1. • ua'Uewe .. >..: li8'i'l Ll.t e vUrrenvs 111 vl1ll1a, p. ':!:'!: 

4. Cloyd: J,:odern Educc.tion in Euro~)e cmd the.Orisnt, p. 435 
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·women of China must be trained. And JGhis demm'lds suitable teaching 

materials. 

From her own personal experience in China e .. nd through conferences 

with otherr .. missionaries ~:md Chinese leaders the •.n·i ter h.s.s come to a 

ree.lization of the lack of available nmterials fo~ Ghristia.n vrorkers. 

'.''forking \':ith the ':ramen of rural South China she has felt the need of 

Bible lessons specie.lly plmmed. for them ecl'ld related to their beliefs, 

custor.1s, and lives. 

Ii'l the first place, there is the need for such lessons for the sc:U;:e 

of the -cJomen themselves. 1:!omen in China ho.ve been considered inferior to 

men for so ma.'1y years that ma.ny feel they are une.ble to learn. Their 

inability to read 2nd sing is a greect handicap in their religious life. 

It is very ii11porto.nt that they should hc,ve both the desire to learn and 

the realization that it is possible for them to do so. 

"Provision for the educu.tion of adult WO!nen is importont in a country 
where many 1.'/omen have had little or no education before marriage, but 
v1here enthusiasm for the education of women is growing, and where the 
part which women are expected to play is increasing. h1any a ma:<1 
wishes his uneducated wife to receive educe,tion and many an uneducated 
womax1 cherishes ambitions to learn. It is generally not ~)racticable 
for adult women to enter the girls' school, and other provisions must 
be made for them".l 

There is no doubt th8.t training in Christian living ::mel service would be 

of help to the individual devotional life of the women, to the life of 

tJ1e home, and to the vrork of the church. It is the duty of the Church 

t,o train its members. Now, when there is the desire both on the part 

. . . . . . . . 
1. Cormnittee of Reference end Council of the Foreign Mission Conference 

of North A.rnerica; Christian Education in China, p. 269 
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of the men tho.t their wives be educated and on the part of the women 

themselves to les.rn, the Church should take advantage of the opportunity. 

In the second place, there is the need of such lessons for the sske 

of the children. As a general rule, the Christian mothers of rural 

South China do not give their children 311Y training different from that 

~:..-hich their non-Christian neighbors give their children. The children 

of Christian parents are frightened into obedience by the seme misleadix1g 

stories of horrible cree.tures the.t will come after them if they do not 

behave. They are not taught the Bible stories. They, too, are permitted 

to lie on the floor e....11d kick until they get their o;;m way, just as are 

the children in non-Christie..n homes. They receive no special religious 

training, nor do they see their parents worship their God except perhaps 

on Sunday in church. In this last respect they are worse off than their 

non-Christian neighbors, who do take ps.rt in idol and ancestor worship. 

In both homes the children are taught when very sma~l to make a bow or 

say, "Thank you", when receiving a present, but in very few Christian 

homes e.re the children taught to thank their Heavenly Father for His 
1 

blessings. This the pa.rents consider the duty of the Sunds:.y School. 

Until the mothers awaken to their responsibility for the religious 

development of their children, the Church will find great difficulty 

in trs.ining them. It is very important that the mothers of China be 

not only awakened to their responsibility for ·the religious development 

of their children' but also trained in proper ways of teaching them and 

of creating a Christia.n home atmosphere. This is especially true as 

. . . . 
1. Cf. The Report of a Depute,tion: Religious Educc:.tion in the Chinese 

Church, p. 149 
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the '.vorl: of the lJublic school tsltes more and more of the children's 

time B.ncl the Church school finds it increE\singly difficult to find 

adequ2"te time for the proper religious tr~dning of the children. 

In the third place, there is need of such a series of Bible 

studies for the '.vo::nen of rure.l South Chin8. for the sake of the 

Chinese leaders of ·the churches :::nd cha)els. At a conference 1.7hich 

the \\ITiter attended the preachers v:ere char>;;ed •Nith not being interested 

in ter.ching women. To this charge one of the pre~:tchers replied that 

their failure to teach the 'somen \-ras due not to the fact thrd they were 

not interested, but to the fact that they did not know hov1. Lessons 

which s"re suitable for teaching vromen should be available for these 

leaders. In fact, the very existence of such material should stimul<J.te 

the desire on their P9.rt to give the ·\vomen of their churches special 

t r::cining. M:oreover, due to the depression rmd the decrease in mission 

support of church work in China, there is an increased need for lay 
1 

workers. And this brings 1-rith it an increased demand for suitable 

working materials. 

Because of this increasing feeling of need, both on the part of 

Chinese leaders and missionaries it is the purpose of the v1riter to 

prepare lessons which \7ill de8~ especially -;:rith the experiences 1:md 

needs of the women of rural South China. 

'l':.>1e preparation of such material for use in teaching the 

. . . . . . . 
1. Cf. Natioi1e.l Gommittee for Christian Religious :Gduco.tion in China: 

Training fo.r-:.SerV:ice in the Chinese Church, p. 4.-0 
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Christi2n religion in non-Christian lands is an extremely delicate 

matter. The training m1d culture of the missionary is very different 

from that of the people to v1hom he goes with his message. ',Vhat may 

seem of great importonc e to the A.111eric sn or :Suropean mJtY have very 

little connection with the life of the Oriental. Much in the customs, 

culture and religions of the Chinese is of greot value and should be 

filled viith ner1 meaning, rather than entirely disregarded. '.'!. C. 

Bower has said, 

nn is manifestly irnpossible for Etny alien group to construct 
curricula for the grmving Christian conmmnity in mission lands 
in the atmosphere· and against the background of European and 
A;nerican religion. The utmost that the alien csn do is to 
assist trs.ined native Christians in constructing their ovm 
curricula in the light of the particular needs of their o1.vn 
people. Under no other conditions cen the Christien religion 
become indigenous to the life of the people".l 

Nevertheless, in spite of this, the viriter feels justified in making 

the attempt, for though she cannot clair11 the qualification of being 

a native, she has beC0!"!1e personally acquainted uith many of the 

customs and beliefs of the won1en of China and h2.s learned to know 
'2 

intimately a number of Chinese women. Through conversations with 

other missionaries and Chinese leaders, as stated above, she has 

learned th2.t others also feel the need for lessons that will 

correlate the religious teaching offered to the lives of the \7omen. 

hiore thsn this, she has received suggestions through these conversCJ.tions 

with lertders, 2~s ·crell as through conversations ·,yith the 7JOmen of 

. . . . . . . 
1 ~ Bo,:Jer: The Curriculum of Religious ::Iducc: .. tion, pp. 245-249 
2. The \"lriter "\7G.S born and spent !:mch of her es.rly life in rural 

South China, and ho.s s9 ent five yea.rs as a :nissionP..ry in this 
region. 
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o:t>the region themselves. All of this rrill no.tur~:tlly be of vc.lue 

in the construction of these lessons. 

B. l!J:ethod of Procedure 

As a b2.ckground for 9reps-ring these lessons, Part One of the 

present study will des~ with the life and needs of the v:omen of 

ruro.l South China, 'Nith the obj actives c:rhich should be reo.ched through 

the lessons, ::omd -.-Jith the principles U)On ':,·hich the lessons should be 

based. 

Chapter One will involve 2. study of books o.nd mr,gc.zine o.rticles 

dealing '."lith the history, , ..!.. • ..!. • cnare.c u erJ.s u lGS, customs, beliefs, proverbs, 
·, 

and geners.l environment of the \'!Omen of China. Specicctl [dtention \-Till 

be given to the literature regsxding ·::omen of South Chinc., such as 

"History of the South China Eission of the iimericc11 Presbyterian Church" 
') 

by Harriet i'T. Noyes, "Linchovr st~>.tion", a brief history of the -,-;ork s.t 

the very stt:.tion vrhich the vrriter he.s had in mind in prepc:.ring these 

lessons, and w.L'he Cross 211d the Dr:::-,gon" by T),ev. B.C. Eenry. other 

sources which give· very good gener:c.l i·"npressions of the custo::ns of 

Chine 1.vhich ::;,re co:1mon to the different regions include, "Things 

Chinese" by J. Dyer Ball, "?olkH::.ys in Ghino. 11 by Le,:Jis Hodous, "Zvery-

dc'.y Customs in China" by Lirs. J .G. Cor·c1e.ck c:."!.nd "Vill~;ge Life in China" 

In ~~ddition to these a study •:Jill be ,m:,cle n -l...-; 
0! t,l18 

of different com:m .. sslons 

by discussions of the •:iOrk ·,-;ith religious le:-ders 'sho co.re ac,~u?l\nted 
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yJ"ith knonledge gleaned from the writer's mvn experience. As a 

result of this study it is hoped to learn what the specific religious 

needs of the ·:;omen of ru.r2.l South China are, in order that the lessons 

rrlannecl may be truly life-centered. 

Chct~~yi:;er Tvro will deal Hith the objectives to be reaclwcl by this 

series of lessons. These objectives will be based h.rgely on the 

Objectives of Christiru1 Zclucstion set up by the Interm1.tional Council 

of Religious Education as found in Book One of their Curriculwn Guide, 

with specific adaptG.tion to the needs of the Chris·bian women of' rural 

Sou-Gh China, as found in the study m2.de in Chapter One. 

Cha:Jter Three vvill be a study of the underlying ~Jrinciples of 

curriculum construction. This chaT>ter v.rill be divided into t~;:o parts, 

the first part dealing --:lith a study of the underlying principl8s of 

curriculum construe-cion, following the principles set forth in 

Book One of the Curriculmn Guide as dr~;_vm up by the Intern2.tional 

Council of Religious -~ducation. The second ::1art will consist of a 

study of -the princi~Jles underlying the sslection of ms.terials. As 

t l~e lmovrledge 211cl development of the me.jority of the Christi8.n women 

of rural South China is similar to that of Primary or Junior children 

in America, the principles uill be follo-;recl --.vhich are suggested for 

the selection of materic.ls for use in tee,ching children in Book U\vo 

of the Internc:ttionccl Curriculum Guide. 

Groning out of the results of the study in Part One, Part Two will 

consist of n series of su.ggested lesso':1s for use mnong Christian 

'-' 

women of rural South Chin2.. The Bible in Chinese r-.ncl ~Gnglish and 
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been published and which is being adopted by most of the churches in 

China, ·will be used as source books for the selection of materials 

suited to the needs of the Ghristic:n '::o;len of rural SRuth China. 

Sui-table supplementEJry ms.terials will be chosen fro;n other sourcese 
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A STUDY OF THE LIFE j}.JD iiElWS OF CHlUSTIAN Y!Ol;.iEH 
OF RURAL SOU'TI-I CHil'JA 



CHAPTER I 

A STUDY OF THE LIFE AND NEEDS OF CHRISTIAN WOMEN 
OF RURAL SOUTH CHINA 

A. Introduction 

A study of the sources mentioned in the foregoing introduction 

revealed that the main factors generally held to affect the lives 

~f the Christian women in China are the customs and beliefs, 

religious festivals, environmental conditions, personal character-

istics of the women themselves and their lack of training. This 

information having been ascertained, the contributions of the 

different writers were then carefully studied and organized about 

these topics. On the whole, the authors were found to be in agree-

ment, although there were, of course, variations in emphasis. 

These factors which influence the life and determine the needs o,r· 

the women will now be considered. Wherever p~ssible, to the 

material gathered from the sources, will be added a number ·of 

illustrative incidents which have come from observations made by 

the writer herself and .from exp·eriences which she herself has had 

or which she has learned from others who have worked among the 

women of South ChL~a. 

E. Customs and Beliefs Affecting the Lives of 
the Christian Women of Rural South China 

Anyone entering one of the large cities of China would be 

l 



impressed with the rapid changes which are takil'lg place. Not the 

least among these is the fact that in these big cities the Chinese 

women have thro•vn off the idea that they are inferior beings and 

are taking their places along side the men. In the rural areas, 
'-" 

however, changes do not come about so rapidly. The old customs, 

with little interference from outside influences, have been handed 

down from generation to generation and have been so thoroughly 

instilled into the lives of the ChL~ese from childhood that they 

are only very slowly being cast aside and changed for others. Chief 

among these are the attitude toward women, religious festivals, 

dominant fears, family or clan life, and worship. 

1. Attitude toward Women 

a. Inferior and Stupid 

The ancient sage Confucius taught, 

"\'!omen are, indeed, hu.'rnan beings, but they are of a lower state 
than men. They never can attain a ful1 equality with men. 
The aim of female education, therefore, is p'erfect submission 
-- not cultivation and the development of the mind. nl 

He also taught, "It is a law of nature that women should be kept 
2 

under the control of men and not allowed any will of their own. 11 

We of today may marvel at such teaching and consider that Confucius 

was not so •vise after all, but these teachings have had a very 

vital effect upon the lives and characters of the women of China. 

. . .. . .. . •. . 
1. Quoted by Bashford: China an Interpretation, p. 128 
2. Ibid., .P• 128 
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'F.he inferiority complex which it has produced in the hearts of 

the Chinese women has been a great drawback to their progress. 

Of course, many o:f the modern women, who live in the cities, have 

thro~~ off such restraints and have made marked progress along 

many lines and have made great contributions to society in many 

fields. In the country, however, the feeling of inferiority on 

the part of the women is still a strong factor. It has always 

been considered woman's duty to obey the men of the family, her 

f'ather, her husband, and her son. In his book, "My Country and 

My People", Mr. Lin Yutang says, 

"Something in the Chinese blood never quite gave woman her due 
from primeval times. The fundamental dualistic outlook with the 
differentiation of the 'yang' (male) and the 'yin' (female) 
p1rinciples, went 'back to the 'Book of Changes', which was later 
formulated by Confucius. 'J?he respect for Yvomen, a certain 
tenderness toward the female sex, which was characteristic of 
the Teutonic races already in their barbaric days, was absent 
:im the early pages of Chinese history. As early as the time of 
the folk songs, collected in the 'Book of Poems' , there was 
sexual lllequality, for 'when a ba~; boy was born, he was laid 
on the bed, and given jade to play with, and when a baby girl 
was b:o:.J:, she was laid on the floor and given a tile to play 
with.'" 

As evidence of this attitude, at times one sees the son walking 

to school or even riding in a chair, while his mother carries his 

bedding and other baggage. So has woman been considered the 

servant of man, e. person to make his life more comfortable. 

It naturally follows, too, that as a rule women are not 

educated, because according to public opinion they are mentally 

inferior to men. Of this Mr. James Bashford says, "Women in 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Lin Yutang: My Country and My People, p. 137 



China have always suffered from the teaching by the religious 
1 

books of their inferiority to men." As a result of this teaching 

the women of China have been retarded in much of their development. 

'lrhey have not learned to read or to vvrite and this has been a 

great handicap to them in many ways, in religious as well as in 

secular matters. Even worse than the lack of the training which 

has been denied them is the feeling instilled into their minds 

that they are really too stupid to learn and it is useless to try. 

b. Unwanted and Unprofitable 

For many years a girl baby has been unwelcome in a Chinese 

home, and unfortunately this is still too often the case, even in 

some Christian homes. \Vhen a girl baby is born, be the home rich 

or poor, she is often welcomed with a frown. In some cases she is 

taken inlmediately to the foundling house, or is possibly even 
3 

throvm into the river. This is due not so much to heartlessness 

as to the fact that the family does not feel able to support her. 

A boy can be counted on to build up the family end carry on 

ancestor worship, but a girl, after being fed and cared ~or, must 

2 

~e provided with a wedding portion and become a part of her husband's 
4 

:family, thus being of no more service to her ovm family. 'Fhis 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Bashford: China an Interpretation, p. 127 
2. cr. Smith: Village Life in China, p. 307 

cr. Dyer Ball: Things Chinese, p. 763 
3. Cf. Smith: Village Life in China, p. 307 

Cf. Dyer Ball: Things Chinese, p. 765 
4. Ct. Cormack: Everyday Customs in China, pp. 27-28 
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general attitude taken toward a girl, that she is no profit, but 

rather a liability to her family is exemplified in this actual 

incident: A missionary, walking along the road one day, heard one 

man say to another, "Is that a man or a vroman?" . To this his 

companion replied, "Oh, that's unprofitable stock". 

2. Religious Festivals 

Festival days play an important part in the lives of the 

Chinese. The children, especially, look forv1ard to these days 

\vith much eagerness and anticipation, for it is a great time of 
1 

firing crackers and merrymaking in general. ll'Jhile not all of 

the writers investigated dealt with all of the festivals included 

here, each festival was mentioned in at least two sources. Brought 

together the list includes, Chinese New Year, Ch 'ing Ming, The 

Dragon Boat Festival, All Soul's Day, The Moon Festival, Ta-tsiu, 

hirthdays, funerals and weddings. 

a. Chinese New Year 

Probably the most important of these festivals is the Chinese 

New Year Festival. The festivities on this occasion generally 
2 

extend over about ten days. At some time during the twelfth 

month, as the year draws to an end, there is much activity 

cleaning the house, for no cleaning can be done on New Year's 

Day, for fear of sweeping out the blessings. The reception room 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Cf. Educational Commission Representing the Mission Boards and 
Societies Conducting Work in China: Christian Education in 
China; p. 293 

2. Gf. Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, p. 154 



must be scrubbed clean and all the cobwebs must be swept down from 

the ceiling. The old mottoes which have been pasted on each side 

~r the door during the past year must be removed and new ones put 

in their places. Over the door is pasted a sheet of red pap,er 

bearing the words, "May the five blessings descend upon this house". 

These "f'ive blessings" are longevity, riches, health, virtue, and 
1 

a ne.tural death. On the last day of the year much bathing, washing, 
2 

and shaving take place in preparation for the great occasion. 

The end of the year is also a time for settling accounts. If 

a man does not pay his debts before the new year, he is made to feel 

m.ost uncomfortable and will find it very difficult to borrow money 

again. Goods, and sometimes even children, are sold in order to 
3 

meet these obligations. 

In heathen families the New Year season is also a time for 

thanking the gods for past favors and for praying for blessings in 

the future. All of the gods are remembered at this time with 
4 

incense, candles, and food. 

The ancestors, too, are not forgotten at this time for they 

are ~irst permitted to partake of the spiritual part of the feast 

before the f8Illily sits down to partake o~ its material benefits. 

The food is set on the table before the ancestral tablets, 

generally in the reception room. A large incense burner with 

• • • • • • • 

1. Cf. Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, p. 153 
Cf. Hodous: Folkways in China, pp. 1-2 

2. Cf. Cormack: Everyday Customs in China, p. 146 
3. Cf. Hodous: Folkways in China, p. 3 
4. cr. Ibid~, pp.3-4 
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burning incense, vases with flowers, lighted red candles, food and 

wine, with spoons and chopsticks occupy the center of the table. 

Every part of the ceremony is carried out as if the ancestors were 

present. 'I'he various members of 1ine family, dressed in their new 

holiday garments, perform the required ceremonies of kneeling and 
1 

bowing, and of burnb1g of incense before the ancestral tablets. 

The Chinese New Year time is one of the occasions when the 

women of China do have leisure and it is also a time of feasting and 

visiting. Each home has prepared a great many cakes and whenever a 

guest enters she is invited and expected to partake of these. One 

missionary, for example, on her round of visits, called at ten or 

twelve different homes and at each place had to eat a nlli~ber of 

greasy cakes, for if she stopped with but one or two the hostess 

considered that her cakes were not appreciated. 

As can be imagined, the events of the Chinese New Year season 

are anticipated for a long time beforehand and are a great event in 

the lives of the women and children of rural South China. 

b. Ch'ing Ming 

The .festival of Ch 'ing Ming is celebrated from about the fifth 

et Ap~ to the twentieth of April. At this time everyone, be he 

rich or poor, old or young, is thinking of his departed. This is a 

time for family reunions, for often members of the family return 

!rom a distance to worship at the graves of their ancestors. As 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Cf. Hodous: Folkways in China, pp. 7-8 
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many of the family as are able go to the ancestral graves to repair 

and decorate them. A feast is prepared for the spirits of the 

departed, as are paper gifts for their use in the spirit world. These 

yearly visits are partly in order to protect the graves. Should the 

grave be neglected for a nULQber of years, the keeper of the g~ound 
1 

might level it and by planti..Ylg trees thereon make the patch his own. 

'lJhen sickness and misfortune come to a family, this is often at-, 

tributed to the fact that the spirit of the dead is not happy. In such 

a case the geomancer usually advises that the coffin be removed and re-

buried in some luckier place. If the coffin has rotted, the bones are 

removed, scraped, ·wrapped in silk batting, placed in a jar, and put in 

some other place. In some localities one sees dozens of these "potted 

ancestors" placed in holes in the side of the moun-Gain or hill, for 
2 

this is consi.dered a lucky site. 

c. Dragon Bbat Festival. 

On the fif-th day of the fifth month is the Dragon Boat Festival, 

a time of merrymaking and feasting. As Dyer Ball puts it, "This 

festival is the nearest approach to an annual regatta that the Chinese 
3 

possess". This celebration commemorates -the death of a virtuous 

minister of state, Ch'u Yuan, in 314 B.C. He was a very efficient 

man and highly esteemed by his prince, who ordered him at one time to 

draw up certain regulations. This he proceeded to do. Vihen a rival 

• • • • • • • f/1 

1. Cf. Hodous: Folkways in Chiria, pp:. 92-93 
Cf. Cormack: Everyday Customs in China, pp. 189-190 

2. Cf'. Hodous: Folkflays in China, pp. 92-93 
3,. Dyer Ball: Things Chinese, p. 222 



desired a copy of these regulations before they would be published, 

Ch'u Yuan refused to give them to him. His opponent was angered at 

this action and denounced hL~ to the sovereign. This led to Ch'u 

Yuan's degradation and dismissal. He became very much distressed 

and finally committed suicide by clasping a stone to his breast and 

jumping into the river. Each year this occasion is celebrated by 

making little packages of boiled rice, done up in bamboo leaves. Such 

offerings were cast into the river by the fishermen at the time they 

tried to rescue the body. Imitations of these packages, made of 

cloth and filled with fragrant powder are presented to one's friends. 

Long narrow boats, from fifty to one hundred feet in length and just 

wide enough to seat two men abreast, with a dragon head in front and 

tail in the back, and decorated with many flags, are raced up and 

down the rivers for a number of days at this season. They are 

propelled very rapidly by paddles, moving to the rhythm set by the 

beating of drums and gongs. Large crowds line the banks at all times 

during the day to watch these races. Plagues are thought to be pre-
1 

vented, if these boats are paddled about near the time of the festival. 

There were so many accidents L~ connection with these races that the 

government stopped them for some time, but during the last few years 

the custom has been revived. 

d. All Soul's Day 

On the first day of the seventh month "All Soul's Day" is eel-

ebrated. It is believed that during this month the spirits of the 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Cf. Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, pp. 155-156 
cr·. Hodous: Folkways in China, p. 36 
Gf. Dyer Ball: Things Chinese, pp. 222-223 
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dead are liberated and can wander about anY'vhere they desire. During 

the whole month the people are very much afraid of these spirits and 

children are advised to return home early that they may not be injured 

by them. The spirits that wander are those who have no one to 

provide for them after death. Quantities of paper clothing are 

burned, for it is thought that as winter approaches the spirits will 

have need of warm clothing. Everyone is taxed to provide these 

clothes and to pay for the elaborate ritual which the priests perform. 

e. Moon Festival 

On the evening of the fifteenth of the eighth month, the harvest 

moon is full. Then, between the hours of nine and eleven, when the 

moon is high in the heaven, the women and children celebrate the Moon 

Festival. Many very fancy cakes, with mysterious characters written 

Ulpon them, are prepared for the occasion. It is the joy of every 

child's heart to be able to p~ssess one of these cakes. A table is 

spread in the courtyard with a picture of the moon in the center. All 

o:f the married women whose husbands are alive burn incense and kowtow 

to this picture. After the worship is completed, wine is drunk and 
2 

fruit and moon cakes are eaten. Tne main idea in connection with 

this festival is the enjcyment of Heaven's bounty and the sharing of 

1 

it with gods and men, but in the backgrom1d is the idea of thanksgiving. 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Gf. Henry: The Gross and the Dragon, p. 158 
Gf. Cormack: Everyday Customs in China, pp. 98-99 

2. cr. Ibid., pp. 1so-l8l 
cr. Bodous: Folbvays in China, pp. 180-181 
Gf. Henry: The Gross and the Dragon, pp. 158-159 

3. Gf. Hodous: . Folkways in China, p. 179 

3 
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f. Ta-tsiu 

A nv.mber of brilliant displays called "ta-tsiu" occur in 
1 

Kwangtung province in the month of October. At this time the 

harvest is completed and offerings of thanksgiving"are presented 
2 

to the spirits who have helped the farmers in tilS>ir work. 

g. Firthdays 

The celebration of birthdays also holds an importe..nt ple.ce in 

the lives of the Chinese. Great i.'1l.portance is placed upon the 
3 

o,ccasion ·when a boy is one month old. Elaborate celebrations, 

with feasting, theatricals and the firing of crackers, take place 

upon certain birthdays, commencing with the thirtieth and occurring 

every ten years thereafter. In the life of a woman, it is the 

-tbirt)"'!!f"irst, forty-!irst, fifty-first, etc. that is celebrated. 

h. FUnerals 

FUnerals are also times for feasting and firing of crackers. 

It is believed that the noise of the crackers keeps away evil spirits. 

The family is dressed in the white cloth of mourning and the women 

of the family keep wp an almost continuous wailing whenever they 

hear anyone approaching the house. A mat shed is constructed in 

f"ront of the house and in this building the hired musicians keep 

~p a shrill noise which they call music. Much ceremony is connected 

. . . . . . . 
l. cr. Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, p. 16:0 
2. C£. Hodous: Folkways in China, p. 202 
3. cr. Cormack: Everyday Customs in China, p. 37 

cr. Dyer Ball: Things Chinese, p. 96; 
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with the occasion, the Chinese having a saying, "The most important 
l 

thing in life is to get buried well". 

i. Weddings 

Weddings are also times of.great celebration, firing of crackers, 

and feasting, for marriage is considered the end and aim of a girl's 

life and she is taught from childhood by her parents to look forward 

to this as her goal. She herself' has little to say regarding her 

wedding or the chosing of her mate, for she is of no importance. A 

man in China does not marry so much for his ovm benefit as for the 

benefit of his family, that there may be descendants to keep up the 

ancestral worship and that his mother may have a daughter-in-law to 

wait on her. Thus although the day is generally not a happy one 

for the bride and groom it is for the many friends and relatives who 

gather to have a good time. As part of the ceremony, the bride and 

groom must pay the proper respects to the groom's parents and also 
2 

to the ancestral tablets. 

j. Summary 

Thus it is evident that there are many festivals occurL~g all 

through the year which have a vital effect upon the lives of' the 

women of rural South China. The wealthy spend much time and money 

upon the proper carrying out of all of these ceremonies and the poor 

• • • • • • • 

1. Dyer Ball: Things Chinese, p. 460 
Cf. Smith: Village Life in China, pp. 191-195 

2. Cf. Dyer Ball: Things Chinese, pp. 417-418 
Cf. Smith: Willage Life in China, pp. 179-180 
C£. Henry: TI1e Gross and the Dragon, pp. 161-162 
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do what they can, often going into debt, that the weddL~g and 

funeral ceremonies, particularly, may be conducted properly. 

Although many of the ceremonies which are connected with idol 

worship, such as buFning of incense and the bowing to the ancestral 

tablets, are laid aside when a woman becomes a Christian, yet it 

is quite natural and, rightly so, that these festivals still play 

a very important part in the lives of the women and c!dldren of 

these rural regions of South China. 

3. Dominant Fears 

a. Introduc-:tion 

The fear of evil spirits which dominates the lives of the 

people of rural South China and the fact that calamity and sickness 

are attributed to evil spirits were found to be emphasi2ed in most 

of the books studied. Ancestor worship and the fear that the 

departed spirits will return to take vengeance upon those who 

remain if the proper rites end ceremonies are not performed were 

also emphasi&ed by many of the writers, 

b,, Evil Spirits 

'Ferror occupies a large part in the lives of these women. They 

believe that they are surrounded by spirits constantly seeking to do 

them harm, They do believe in good spirits, but the fear of the bad 

ones seems to be much stro~~er and affects their lives much more than 

does the belie£ in the good ones-. or.· this Mabel !iowlin has said, 

"The many times that fear of 'evil spirits' was mentioned, 
often by children from Christian homes, would indicate 
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that it takes more than one generation to overcome the conditions 
of centuries and the current beliefs of a non-Christian co~munity. 
!he constant possibility of being overtaken and harmed by some 
evil spirit breathes in the air. The hideous images of these 
deities in the temples, and the offerings every month to placate 
them, make them real in a way that no American 'ghosts and goblins • 
can be. Buddhism as one sees it in these fear-ridden childre~ and 
adults seems far from the flowery, esoteric philosophy of the books 
read on the subject in comf~rtable American libraries! The cold 
morals of Confucianism offer these children nothing as vivid as 
are the. forces of evil that haunt them. It is nothing short of 
'Good News• to them to learn in Christian religious education 
classes that there is a God who can be depended upon -- one whose 
love is more powerful than any other force in the world."l 

Children are often dedicated to certain gods in order that they 
2 

may be protected by the god from the evil spirits. At one time 

the writer entered a Chinese temple in which, among other gods, was 

a very hideous god of thunder. LajcL: before this god were a number 

of sheets of red paper bearing the names of certain children e~d say-

ing that they had been dedicated to this god. The god of thunder is 

considered a very powerful god, hence many mothers are desirous that 

their children shall receive his protection. 

Many charms are hung over the bed in order to keep away evil 

spirits: a sword fashioned from cash which have been strung with red 

cord, the shape of a pair of scissors cut out of paper, a tiger skin, 

forms of wild anime..ls cut from paper, a pair of trousers, or a bunch 
3 

of red peppers, all of these are considered very potent charms. 

If a person is drovming, many are unwilling to go to his rescue, 

since they fear that the evil spirit in the water, who is trying to 

get the drovming person, may turn on his rescuer. It is better to 
4 

1 eave him to his fate. 

. . . . . . . 
1. Internc.tional Journal of Religious Education, November 1935, p.9 
2. Gf'. Nee: Ghrist and a Chinese Family, p. 45 
3. Gf. Cormack: Everyday Customs in China, p. 29 
4. Gf. Nee: Ghrist and a GhL~ese Frunily, p. 18 



Small children generally have certain charras, designed to keep 

off the evil spirits.., hung around their necks. Often a boy is given 

the name of a girl or of an animal, in order that the spirits may be 

:!tooled and not desire him. In one Sunday School class there were 

three little boys who bore the name of "dog". A ti.m:i.d or nervous 

child is considered to have clearer vision than others, his tLmidity 

or nervousness being attributed to the fact that he is able to see 
1 

these evil spirits which are invisible to the eyes of older peo:ple. 

Disease is commonly believed to be caused by evil spirits. 

Often the sick person is put through various forms of torture, as 

"ri!urning and pricking with needles, in order that the evil spirit may 
2 

be driven from his body. Demon possession is believed in by a 

majority of the illiterate country people and many charras are used 
3 

in attempting to drive them out. 

Houses often have the reputation of being infested by evil 

spirits and are sold very cheaply, as everyone is afraid to live 

there. The real reason for the sickness which comes is often due 

merely to the dampness a.l'ld noxious gases which are caused by the 

lack of ventilation. During special festivals such as New Year and 

the Moon Festival, a great many firecrackers are exploded, thus 

consuming or carrying away the noxious gasses. The people.) being 

ignorant of the 11atural law working in these instances, attribute 

. . . . . . . . 
1. Cf. Cormack: Everyday Customs in China, p. 38 
2. C:Jt. Hodous: Folkways in China, p. 208 
3. Cf. Cormack: Everyday Customs in China, p. 254 



the resulting healthiness to the noise, which they believe has 
1 

driven away the evil spirits. 

The women of rural South China believe sincerely in the power 

o;f these evil spirits. It is not surprising, then, that they do 

their utmost to conciliate them and to gain their help, for they 

never know when, where, or in what form they may come into contact 

with ~~ evil spirit. These are considered to take every kind of 

shape, animal, bird, reptile, plru1t, tree, broom, log, and such like. 

Besides all of these spirits, there are the spirits of the earth, air, 

sea, ~~d all the elements and powers of nature whose good will must 
2 

rYe procured and kept • These spirits are no respecters of age or 

person, but their power is manifested contL~ually in every phase and 
3 

circumstance of life. Since these beliefs have such a hold on the 

women a~d sL~ce they so thoroughly permeate the lives of the women, 

it is not to be wondered at that these uneducated women find it 

difficult to throw off their fear of them entirely, even after 

becoming Christians. 

c. Ancestors 

As already intimated above, in the consideration of Chinese 

New Year and Ch'ing Ming, ancestor worship is an important force in 

the life of every Chinese. The ancient sages taught filial piety 

and the reverence for and devotion to parents and other superiors 

in age and position, as practiced by the Chinese, are very 

. . . . . . . 
l. Cf. Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, pp. 52-53 
2. Cf. Cormack: Everyday Customs in China, p. 248 
3. cr. Ibid., p. 237 
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commendable. Unfortunately in more recent times this practice has 

developed mainly into the devotion to the dead and performing the 

proper ceremonies and presenting the proper offerings before the 
1 

ancestral tablets. Mencius taught, 

"T'.ae nourish,11ent of parents when living is not sufficient to be 
accounted the great thing. It is only in the performing their 
obsequies whe~ dead, that we have what can be considered the 
great thing. n 

The latter part of this teaching has been emphasized to the detriment 

of the first part in many cases so that, although passages from the 

"Canon of Filial Piety" are quoted, they are often not observed in 
3 

real life. This, however, is not always true. The vvriter has knovm 

of several instances in which the son and daughter-in-law have made 

life miserable for the parents while they were living, but upon their 

death have gone through great ceremony and done much weeping and 

mourning for them. The motives for all this sorrow is not any 

affection for the departed. In many cases they are glad to have 

them go, but they fear that the spirit will come back to haunt them 

if the proper burial ceremonies are not perfonned. As Dr. Henry 

puts it, "They are kept all 'their lifetime in fear, not of death, 
4 

but of the dead". 

4. Family or C'lan Life 

The life of the Chinese, especially in rural regions, is 

centered in the family or the clan. Often the people in a 

e fill • • • • • • 

1. Cf. Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, p. 124 
2. Quoted in Cormack: Everyday Customs in China, p. 88 
3. Cf. Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, pp. 124-125 
4. Ibid., p. 125 
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whole villages bear the same surname. Each village has its ancestral 

hall in which the ancestral tablets are placed and around which much 

o,f the life of the village is centered. It is rather significa_l'lt 

that Dr. Sun Yat-Sen, the great national hero of China, felt that 

his people had strong family or clan spirit, but very little 
1 

national spirit. Of this he said, "So if we want to restore our 
2 

national sta..l'ldi.l'lg we must first revive our national spirit". The 

women of the rural regions are especially ignorant of matters regarding 

their ovm country. Their interests are centered wholly around their 

families. 

5. Worship 

The worship of the Chinese family is largely carried on by the 

women. As one enters the temples one notices that there are more 

women taking part than there are men. The same is true i.l'l the 

Christian churches. B'ecause of this, Dr. Henry has said that he 

helieves the hope for the conversion of China is to be found in the 
3 

women, for they are the reli"gious portion of the people. He goes 

on to say, 

"vilhile the men worship out of pure selfishness, the women are 
often pro~pted by the longing of their heart for sympathy and 
comfort.~~"; 

·The mother is the one who trains the child in the forms of worship-. 

This worship, however, seems to be of a very mechanical nature, the 

observance of certain set forn1s and ceremonies, of kneeling, bowing, 

. . .. . .. . . . 
1. Cf. Sun: San Min Chu I, p. 12 
2. Ibid., p. 124 
3'. Cf. Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, p. 293 
4. Ibid., p. 293 
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and knocking the head on ·the ground. Every night and morning 

incense must be lighted and placed before the household shrines. 

This is generally the duty of one of the children. On certain cc-

casions, the ceremonies to be gone through .are fixed and have been 

passed dovm from generation to generation, the mothers training the 

children in the proper performances. 

Unfortunately when a woman becomes a Christian this feeling o:f 

obligation for training the children in worship does not genern.lly 

carry over. This may be partly due to the fact that they do not 

know of any QtY"i:sti?.t" forms and ceremonies which should be conducted. 

When one of the women from the aboriginal tribes in the mountains 

was asked why she did not become a Christian she replied, "How- do 

you become a Christian? .Don't I come dovm and celebrate Christmas 

every year?". Many seem to consider that going to church once a 

week is all that is necessary for ,.vorship. The China Continuation 

Committee reports the following reasons as given by Christianro 

fa111ilies for not conducting :family worship: the inability to read; 

the absence from home, at times, of the only one able to lead in 

prayer; lack of time, because the family is too busy; indifference. 

lro these the Committee of Reference and Council of the Foreign 

Mission Conference of North A.lllerica has added a sixth, the fact 

that the parents do not realize that they have a duty to educate 
1 

their children religiously. It might also be true that they do 

n:.ot know how to give them religious trainil".g. 

0 • • • • • • 

1. Cf. Educational Com.rnission representing the Mission Boards and 
Societies conducting work in China: Christian Education in 
China, pp. 291-292 
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A study of the customs and beliefs which affect.the lives of 

the Christian women of rural South China reveals, then, that 

o;utstanding among them are the national attitude toward ~~el)lJ the 

various religious festivals which occur throughout the year, the 

fear of evil spirits and of the spirits of the ancestors, their 

fa..l!lily or clan spirit, and the responsibility for much of the 

worship in the home and in the temple which rests upon them. These 

conditions reveal that there are many needs connected with the 

lives of the Christian women of rural South China. These will 

b:e dealt with later. 

c. Environmental 6onditions Influencing the Lives 
of Christian Women of Rural South China 

l. Introduction 

Although much progress has been made in the matter of trans-

po'rtation in the large cities of China, a..'l'l.d although automobiles, 

aeroplanes, trains, and launches are becoming common sights, they 

have not as yet penetrated very far into the interior of South 

China. And although their sisters in the cities have been able 

to travel and see different parts of the country, the women in 

the rural regions are forced, because of poverty, to stay at 

home in order to help make a living for the family. These two 

factors, the narrow horizons hewming them in and the poverty 

ever dogging them, were set forth in many of the sources examined 

as outstanding environmental influences. ~o these the writer, 
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out of her experience, would add another, namely, the degrading 

influences which surround the women. This factor was also mentioned 

by Dr. Henry. 

2. Narrow Horizons 

Rarely do the women or these rural areas have th~ opportunity 

of traveling very tar from home; thus their knowledge is greatly 

limited and they are extremely narrow minded and slow to lay aside 
1 . 

the old and take up the new. One illustration or this is round in 

Smith's statement, 

"The wife of a Tao-t 'ai told a foreign lady that in her next 
existence she hoped to be born a dog, that she might go where 
she chose:l~,2 · 

Another is found in the ease or an old lady who was much opposed to 

her grand-daughters• bobbing their hair. When the girls went to 

Canton to school and found that everyone else had bobbed hair, they 

conformed to the style. On their return home tor vacation they 

wondered what their grandmother would say. By this time, however, 

the style or bobbed hair had spread into the country and the old 

lady had seen many instances of it and had come to realize that it 

was very common. VPhen her grand-daughters arrived she said, "I 

don't blame you tor bobbing your hair, you'd feel very queer, being 

the only ones with long hair". Still another example of the 

restricted lif'e of women is to be round in the following story, of 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf'. Smith: Village Lif'e in China, p. 262 
2. Ibid., p. 262 
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a young woman missionary who went with her father to hold meetings 

in one of the villages in the country. The women of the village 

thought it unusually considerate of her father to take her around 

to different places, for they said a Chinese man would never do it 

and a woman would never dare go alone. Since Confucius taught that 

woman's place is at home; she rules inside, while man rules outside 
l 

the home, the women seldom go far from home. 

3. Poverty 

Most of the people in the rural regions of China are poor and 

have large families to support. Often they live a hand-to-mouth 

existence and the women have a hard time to figure out how they are 

to make ends meet. This is often a source of real worry to them. 

Because of this, too, they are hampered in their desires to improve 

their manner of living. Most of them work hard from early morning 
2 

untU late at night, with only a short reat at noon. Many work in 

the fields and some spend the day out on the mountain side, under 

the hot sun, cutting grass and carrying it home to burn or to sell. 
3 

BJ the time evening comes they are very tired. As a result the 

women have very little spare time. 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Lin Yutang: My Country and My People, p. 146 
2. Cf. Smith: Village Life in China, pp. 275-276 

Cf. Holcombe: The Real Chinaman, p. 80 
3. Cf. Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, p. 38 
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4. Degrading Influences 

Many of the ':romen of rural South China do not know how to use 

what little leisure time they do have. At Chinese New Year time 

they have a number of days when all work is dropped and every one 

has a good time. Too often the women are enticed by their non-

Christian neighbors to join their gambling games or to form small 

groups to gossip. It is not surprising that they yield, for they 

have so little recreation. 

The use of vile language is another habit against which Chinese 

women who have become Unristia_'Yls continually have to struggle. This 

is especially difficult because they are contil'mally hearing their 

neighbors use it. At one home vrhere the writer visited she was 

awakened every morning by one of the neighbors talking at the top of 

her voice, nearly every other word she used being such as would not 

bear repeatL'Ylg. The little girl L'Yl the home, about two years old, 

carne b one day and used some of the language she had been listening 

to •Nithout realizi!'l.g what she was saying. Dr. Henry says of this 

language: 

"The conversation of the poorer classes especially is sometimes 
too vile end horrible to think of. It seems perfectly inconceivable 
that people, however degraded, could bring their lips to repeat 
such language as falls incessantly from their tongues. If the 
conversation that Lot was compelled to listen to in Sodom was 
anything like that which greets the ear in China, he certainly 
deserved profoundest commiser~tion. They never swear, properly 
speakh1g; but I have often felt that a good round oath in English 
would be a relief to the avrful vileness of the expressions vrith 
which their conversation is so thickly interlarded. To hear boys 
use in play, or mothers in speeJdng to their daughters, or parents 
teaching the lisping child to repeat words, the like of which I 
could scarcely believe a human being could be found base enough 
to u·tter, and that too without any apparent thought that they 
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were saying anything out of the way, -- revealed a depth of 
pollution that was appa]ing; and to be compelled to hear such 
language day after d3.y was one of' the greatest trials of my 
life in China. ul 

~nis statement coming from a foreigner is especially significant, as 

in most cases foreigners understand very little of such 18nguage. It 

is very difficult for the Christian women to keep their language 

p;u.re when they are constantly hearing that which is not pure. It is 

especially difficult for them to keep their children from learning 

vile language. Many of the Christia.>J. women have mentioned the fact 

that they wish they might find an environment where their children 

would me free from learning habits of grunbling and using bad language. 

5. Summary 

To sum up, then, the environmental conditions which are out-

standing in their influence on the Christian women of rural South 

China are these: their horizons are very narrow as they have little 

crpportunity for travel; hence they know very little about the 

world outside of their own circumscribed environment. Their 

living is further hampered by the limitations o£ poverty and 

the dem(:mds of hard work. Their Christian ideals, where these have 

~een caught, are constantly exposed to the counteracting forces of 

such degrading influences as gambling, gossiping and vile language. 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Henry: The Cross snd the Dragon, pp. 59-60 



D. Personal Characteristics of the Christian Women 
of Rura~ South China 

1. Introduction 

A study of the forces that influence the Christian women of 

rural South China is not in itself sufficient to enable one to 

understand them fully. It is also necessary to make a study of 

the characteristics of the women themselves. Most of the material 

which follows, delL"leating~~.i characteristics has been gained from 

the writer's own contacts with them. others would no doubt report 

other characteristics. To the writer, however, the picture that 

emerges as predominant, out of an experience of twenty years of 

living among them, is that of an industrious, hospitable, beauty-

loving, helpful group. 

2. Industrious 

The women of rural South China are very industrious. They 

generally arise very early in the morning and keep busy most of the 

day. In most cases this is made necessary because of poverty and 

the large families which they have. They are very capable. Many 

consider that the people of South China are the most capable people 

in China; Theyb are, also very persistent. Vi.hen they determine to 

do a thing they generally stay at it until the task is accomplished. 

Their skill, persistence, and patience are shovvn in the fine 

embroidery and carving which they produce. Lin Yutang has said 

of the people of South China, 

"South in Kwangtung, one meets agaL"l a different people, where 
racial vigor is again in evidence, where people eat like men 
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and work like men, enterprising, carefree, spendthrift, pugnacious, 
adventurous, progressive and quick-tempered, •• "1 

If the women of rural South China are once persuaded they can 

learn and have the determination to do so, in many cases, they make 

very rapid progress. 

3. Hospitao'le 

Hospitality is another dominant characteristic of the women of 

rural South China. The missionary or Chinese worker is nearly 

always welcome in the homes and invited to drink a cup of tea.. At 

one home vvhere the writer had the privilege of spending the night, 

only one woman, a graduate of the mission school, was a Christian. 

Yet the group of Christians who went to call upon her received a 

royal welcome in this home and were urged to spend the night. The 

women of the house stayed up very late asking questions about Christi-

llll'ritY:ii. The next morning the Christians were urged t.o stay longer 

and when they were unable to do so, the family Ylent with them for 

a long distance and then stood in the rain until they were out of 

sight, calling after them to be sure and return soon. This is only 

one of many incidents of the hGPspitality of the Chinese women which 

might be c~-ted. In itself this incident sho;7s that the hospita.lity 

of the women of rural South China is not l:Lmited to the social 

realm alone but extends into the spiritual realm as well. 

. . . . . . . . 
1. Lin Yutang: My Country and My People, pp. 18-19 
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4. Beauty-Loving 

The women of South China have a great appreciation for the 

beautiful. They delight in wearing flowers in their hair. :Many do 

not like the looks of the bare, smoke-blackened walls in their 

homes. Thus one sometimes finds newspapers pasted on the walls. 

Oftener still the wall is decorated with cards which have been 

obtained from packages of cigarettes, or even with obscene pictures. 

In many cases the Christians have asked for Bible pictures which 

they could paste on their walls and explain to their non-Christian 

neighbors when they call. 

5. Desirous of Helping others 

Many of the women of rural South China are eager to witness to 

others of their faith, but many say they do not know how. One old 

lady who has raised a fine Christian family, with six of her 

children in Christian work, was very much worried because she did 

not feel that she herself was doing anything for Christ. One day 

she said to one of the missionaries, 

11 I can't sing, and -my memory is not good. I can't remember a 
Bible story long enough to tell it to someone else. I'm not much 
good, but there are mru1y children in my neighborhood and if you'll 
come and teach them, I can provide a place in my house and collect 
a group of children". 

The class was started. Each Sunday the old lady prepared the room 

and gathered from twenty to thirty children to learn to sing and 

listen to the Bible stories. Sometimes she invited other women to 

come and listen too. Her face shone with happiness that she was 

really able to do something for her Lord and to tell others about 
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child is sick, a Christi~~ will find it hard to throw off her old 

beliefs, but will resort to her old heathen practices of driving the 

evil spirits from the body. They have not yet learned that Jesus 

can free them from their bondage to superstition and fee.r a~d add 

new meaning to their lives. Often they are just as hungry, if not 

more so than the non-Christian women, to hear the "Old, Old, Story" 

for they have become awakened to their need. Many have not learned 

what Jesus Christ can mean to their lives and their homes if they 

fully surrender to Him. 

6. Lack of Training in Responsibility to Witness for Christ 

In many cases the women have not as yet realized their respon-

sibility to witness for Christ. They feel that this is the duty of 

the missionary, the preacher, and the Bible women. The Church is 

coming more a~d more to realize that as it becomes more and more 

indigenous and self-supporting there is going to be less place for 

the paid Bible women, and more place for laywomen in all of the 
1 

work of the Church. As yet, however, especially in their ovm 

homes, the women seem to feel very little responsibility for 

witnessing for Christ and for giving their children Christian 

teaching. A Church is very much weakened unless each of its members 

feels that he or she has a part in the work. As has been shovm above, 

in many cases this is due largely to the fact that they do not 

know how. 

• • • • 

1. Cf. National Committee for Christian Religious Educa.tion in China: 
Training for Service in the Chinese Church, p. 40 
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F. Summary and Conclusions 

From the above study i-t is obvious that the Christian women of 

rural South China have many needs. 'Rhey need to be freed from the 

t'eeling of inferiority which the teaching of the ancient sages has 

brought lllpon them. They need to realize tlla.t they are importal1t 

and that what they think and do is very important. '!hey need to 

know that they are exerting a great infiuence upon their families 

and comnnmities and that it is important that this infiuence shall 

be for the good. !hey need to know that they can learn and 

especially they need to be given the opportunity to learn. 

Throughout the year many dif£'er51nt feStivals ·occur which are 

celebrated by the Chinese. In most cases heathen worship is 

connected with these festivals. There is need that these festivals 

be given a religious significance in the minds of the Christian 

women and that they learn Christian methods of celebrating them. 

Fear is a powerful force in the lives of the women of rural 

South China. 'Fhere is fear of evil spirits, tear of the powers 

of nature, fear of disease, fear of death, and fear of the spirits 

of the departed. These women need to knov:>.:.that Jesus Christ has 

power to overcome these evil forces, banish all their £ears and 

bring peace into their lives. 

The life of the Chinese has always been bound up in the 

:family or clan. The women or rural South Ghina know very little 

a bout their own nation. They need to know something about their 

eountry and to realize that they can play an important part in 

its reconstruction, particularly by helping to make it Christian. 
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ID heathen worship much of the responaibility falls to the 

lot of the women. Since burning of' incense and candles has no 

part in Christian worship the newly convertecl Christan women 

need to be trained in the importance of wo:eship in the home and 

t;o be taught methods which they may use in this worship. 

'1'hese women are so tied down with their work that they know 

very little else. They need to be taught forms of wholesome 

recreation and need to be supplied with usefUl occupations to fill 

leisure time which they do haTe in place Of the gambling and 

g;ossiping to ·which their non-christian neipbors tempt them. 

The loTe of beauty evidenced in these women needs to be 

satisfied. Instead of the pictures from packages or cigarettes 

and obscene pietures, to which they turn for want of something 

better, they should be given materials which are both beautiful 

and he1pful. 

Many of the Chinese women, when they become Christians, wish 

to tell others about the new joy which has come into their lives, 

but they do not know how to go about it. There is a real need 

for expression. This involves not only opportunity, but also 

direction and the provision of helpful materials. 

The Christian women of' rural South China need to be trained in 

reading and writing, in the laws of- hygiene , in Christian home 

management, in methods of training· children, in the practice of 

Christian living, and in witnessing for Christ. 
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Such, then, are the needs which must form the basis 'af:' any 

attempt to provide suitable materials for the task of giving these 

Christian women of rural South China adequate Christian training. 
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CHAPTER II 

OBJECTIVES TO BE REACHED THROUGH A COURSE OF BIBLE STUDIES 
· FOR USE IN TEACHTI~G CHRISTIAN WOLlEN OF RURAL SOUTH CHINA 

A. Introduction 

In preparing a course of Bible studies it is very important to 

determine first what results these lessons should seek to accomplish, 

or, in other words, to set up their aims or objectives. Much thought 

and study has been given to the question of objectives in Christian 

religious education by Christian leaders in recent years. The 

International C'ouncil of Religious Education.~ acting for "Protestant 

Evangelical forces of the United States and Canada", has drawn up 

and published a list of objectives in connection with their 
,. . . 

International Curriculum Guide, called, "Principles and Objectives 

of Christian Education". As therein set forth the general objectives 

of Christian education are to lead the pupil to a knowledge of God 

and into a personal relationship with Him; to bring the pupil to an 

understanding and appreciation of the life and teachings of Jesus 

and to an experience of Him as Lord and Savior, resulting in loyalty 

to Him and His cause, expressed in life and conduct;: to guide the 

pupil in a progressive and continuous development in Christlike 

character; to stimulate the pupil to participation in the construction 

~f a social order based on the ideal of the Fatherhood of God and the 

brotherhood of man; to lead the pupil to cooperate in the work of 

the Church; and to help the pupil to assimilate the best religious 

35 
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experience of the race, especially that expressed in the Bible. Dr. 

Paul Vieth in his outstanding work, "Objectives in Religious Educatio~" 

follows this same general outline. 

As these are now commonly recognized by the leading religious 

educators of the day as the chief aims of Christian education they 

will form the basis for the objectives of the lessons to be prepared. 

General objectives, however, are in themselves not adequate, for there 

must be a specific adaptation to the particular group which is to be 

taught. The purpose of this chapter then, is to modify these objectives, 

in the light of the findings of the preceding chapter, to meet the 

speci~ic needs of the Christian women of rural South China. An 

intervening step will be to consider the full implications of each of 

these objectives as they are analyzed in the International Curriculum 

Guide. 

E. An Analysis of the Objectives of Christian Education 

1. Personal Relationship to God 

The first objective, as stated in full in the above-mentioned 

source, reads as follows: 

"Christian religious education seeks to foster in growing persons 
a consciousness of God as a reality in human experience, and a 
sense of personal relationship to Him. ttl 

'fhis general aim is then analyzed into six subsidar1 aims: 

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to a knowledge of 

God as He is revealing Himself in nature, in the Bible, in Jesus 

Christ, and as He is operating through the Holy Spirit in personal 

. . . . . . . 
1. The International Council of Religious Education: The International 

Curriculum Guide, Book I, p. 10 



31 

exper~ence. TI1is experience of God should be an ever-growing ar1d . . 

enlarging experience. For although the teacher ca.vmo~ .. adequately 

present God to the intelligence of the pupil, he can guide the pupil 
. 1 

and help him in his discovery of Giod. 

Ghristiar1 education seeks to guide the pupil beyond the mere 

appropriation of knowledge about G'od and seeks through an ever-

g;rowing and increasing experience to lead to a conviction of the 

reality of God, His being, characte~ar1d purpose, and thus to a sound 
2 

faith in God. 

Christian education, as a result of this faith, seeks to lead 

the pupil to respond with such attitudes toward G'od as dependence, 
o.-,.J. love. 

trust, obedience, ~ gratitud~ Tilis is the Father-child relation-
3 

ship between God and the Christian. 

Christian education, through this relationship between the 

Christian and God.~ seeks to lead to the practice of worship or 

communion with God. This may be individual or group worship. Wor-

ship is of value both for its ovm sake ru1d as a motivating power 
4 

that impels the worshiper to cooperate in God's work for the world. 

As experience with G:od, this communion with Him~ finds 

expression in action, so, in ever fuller measure, through service 

with and for men shall the Christian have a deepening consciousness 

of God and a sense of cooperation with Him in the fulfillment of 

. . . . . . . 
cr. 

1./Tile International Gouncil of Religious Education: The 
International Curriculum Guide, Book I, p. 10 

2. Cf~ Ibid., p. 10 
3~ cr. Ibid., p. 10 
4. cr. Ibid., p. 10 
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His purposes. Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to a 

realization that he is a member of a social group of which G'od is 

a pari; and to a growing sense of the presence of G'od in the group 
1 

life. 

As a result of this feeling of working together with God, 

Christian education seeks to guide the pupil to determine his conduct, 

both personal and soci&l, on the basis of God's relation to the 

world, and of faith in the"eternal principles of right and justice". 

It seeks to help the pupil to connect religion with the whole of life 

and to express the will of God through a life lived in harmony with 
'2 

these eternal principles upon which the universe itself is founded. 
. -

2. Personal Relationship to Jesus 

The second general objective reads: 

"Christian religious education seeks to develop in growing persons 
such an understanding and appreciation of the personality~ life 
and teaching of Jesus as will lead to experience of him as Savior 
and Lord, loyalty to him and his cause, and will manifest itself in 
daily life and conduct."3 

Three subdivisions appear under this objective: 

Christian education seeks to bring the pupil into relationship 

with Jesus Christ and to a realization that. Christ is the One who 

can give them the "Abundant Life". It seeks to inspire in the pupil 

a loyalty to Christ as Savior and Lord and a feeling of union with 

Him in His spirit, purpose and work. It seeks to help the pupil 
'4 

through Ghrist to find the Father. 

• • • • • • • 

1. C£. The International Council of Religious Education: The 
International Curricul~~ Guide, Book I, p. 10 

2. cr. Ibid~, p. 11 
3. Ibid., p~ 11 
4. Cf. Ibid., p. 11 



Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to a realization that 

Cffiod is like Christ and that Christ is the perfect revelation of God. 

Ry the use of Jesus' teaching and example it seeks to lead the pupil 
1 

to a real knowledge of God and an experience with Hi.111. 

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to an acceptance of. 

Jesus as example and moral guide in all matters of conduct. It seeks . . 

to lead the pupil to accept Him as guide in all present-day situations. 

3. Development of Christlike Character 

The third general objective is stated thus: 

"Christian religious education seeks to foster in growing persons 3 
a progressive and continuous development in Christlike character". 

This is divided into fifteen sub-aims, which are as follows: 

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to the 11fullest 

possible self-realization". It seeks continuous grow-th and progress 

2 

which will result in a greater capacity for further progress and growth. 

Christian education seeks to lead to a knowledge and understanding 

of sin, its nature and meaning, and to lead to an experience of sin 

forgiven and of restoration to fellowship with ~d. There is so much 

sin in this world that it is impossible for life to reach its fullest 

development without a consideration of the meaning of sin and the 
5 

method of recovering from it. 

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil through the power and 

help of the Holy Spirit into a vital religious experience, either 

• • • • • • • 

l.Cf. The International Council of Religious Education: The 
International Curriculum Guide, Book I u. 11 

I ' ~ 2~ cr. bid., p. 11 
3. Ibid., p. 11 
4. cr. Ibid., p. 11 
5. Cf. Ibid., p. 11 

4 
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gradual or sudden, resulting in the consecration of the whole life 

to Christie~ living. This one great decision will be followed by 
1 

progressive, continuous decisions along this line. 

Christian education seeks to help the pupil to discover the 

b-est methods by which he may secure the highest and most meaningful 

types of religious experience. So shall he be helped to make the 
'2 

most satisfactory "religious adjustments" to life. 

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to an ability to 

make decisions for himself, on the basis of increasing discernment 

between what is right and what is wrong and of a willingness to 
'3 

exercise independent judgment. 

Christian education seeks to help the pupil in his Christian 

development by providing opportunity, under guidance, ~o put into 

practice the principles of Christian living through participation 
'4 

in actual life situations. 

Christian education seeks to develop Christian character in 

the pupil, not c:hristian character in the sense of a certain state 

of perfection, but in the sense of a growing life governed by 
5 

Christian principles and motives. 

Christian education seeks to instil in the pupil certain 

c.onvictions regarding the value of spiritual ideals in order that 

he will interpret and control his conduct in the light of these 

1. 

• • • • • • • 

Cf. The International Council of Religious Education: The 
International Curriculum Guide, Book I, pp. 11-12 
cr. Ibid~, p. 12 
cr~ Ibid~; p. 12 
cr. Ibid~; p. 12 
C£. Ibid., p. 12 
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ideals and in the power of strong religious convictions. 

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to a definite personal 

faith which is ever becoming deeper and deeper, a faith which is his 
'2 

ovm e~d which he is able to express in words and conduct. 

"' Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to seek to attain 

higher values in thinking, feeling, and living. It seeks to inspire 
'3 

in the pupil an awareness of the. best and a desire to realize it. 

Christian education seeks to help the pupil to gain a forward 

look, ever seeking for new opportunities, revelations, and power. It 

seeks to help the pupil to be open-minded in learning and in discovering 
'4 

more about "God 1 s laws for governing the world, man, and society". 

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to realize that 

Christianity permeates all of life and thus to help him to choose a 
'5 

vocation and to carry it on in the light of Christian principles. 

Christian education seeks to help the pupil to recognize great 

spiritual leaders and to be willing to follow their guidance, not 
.. '6 

blindly, but because of recognition of their value ru1d ability. 

Christian education seeks to train the pupil and to develop his 

character so that he will be prepared and willing to accept leader-

ship in Christian work whenever and wherever the opportunity offers. 

Christian education seeks to awaken in the pupil the desire to 
·s 

1 ead others in the Christian life and to prepare him to do this. 

• • • • • • • 

1. Cf. The International Council of Religious Education: The 
International Curriculwn Guide, Book I, p. 12 

2. cr. Ibid.~ p. 12 
3~ cr. Ibid~, p. 13 
4. cr. Ibid., p. 13 
5. Cf. Ibid:, p~ 13 
o ~. C£~ Ibid~, p. 13 
7~·:c:r. Ibid.; p. ·13 

8. C£. Ibid., p. 13 

7 
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4. Participation in the Construction of a Social Order 

The fourth general objective is: ~' 

"Christian religious education seeks to develop in growing persons 
the ability and disposition to participate in and contribute con
structively to the building of a social order throughout the world, 
embod!ing the ideal of the Fatherhood of G:od and the brotherhood of 
man." 

This objective has been divided into five parts: 

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to a recognition of 
"'¥ • 

the Fatherhood of God and the consequent brotherhood of man in this 

world, with all that this implies. It seeks to develop in the 

individual a love and respect for others and their opll1ions and 
'2 

vievvpoints, even when they may be opposed to one's o¥m. 

Christian education seeks to help the pupil to adjust to the 

social order end to apply Christi&~ principles to his social 

relationships. It seeks to inspire in the pupil a desire and a 

feeling of responsibility to cooperate with God in developing a 
3 

social order based upon the Christian gospel. 

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to participate in 

the attempt to change the present social order to one of righteousness. 

It seeks to help the pupil to see that each one has a responsibility 

for the present condition of the social order and to bring him to 
'4 

a sense of obligation for making it more ideal. 

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to be willing to 

make constructive criticism of the social order in which he is living 

. . . . . . . 
1. The International Council of Religious Education: The 

International Curriculum Guide, Book I, p. 13 
2. cr. Ibid~, pp. 13-14 
3. cr. Ibid., p. 14 

Cf. Ibid., p. 14 J1 -· 
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and to be willing to take upon himself the responsibility of 

promoting necessary changes and to live according to the principles 

of love. It seeks to inspire in the pupil a willingness to 

sacrifice self for the establishment of Christ's Kingdom upon 
1 

earth. 

Christian education seeks ·t.o make this social interest a 

universal one, to interest the pupil in all of the nations and 
2 

peoples of the world. 

5. Active Participation in the Church 

The fifth objective of Christian religious education is 

expressed as follows: 

"Christian religious education seeks to develop.in growing 
persons the ability and disposition to participate in the 
organized society of Christians -- the church. n3 

This objective has three subdivisions: 

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to active 

participation in the 7/0rk and service of the church. It also 

seeks to train the pupil so that this participation will be 
4 

intelligent and effective. 

Christian education seeks to inspire the pupil to a whole-

hearted cooperation in Christian· service, working through the 
5 

channels provided by the church. 

Christian education seeks to train the pupil and instil a 

desire in hlia to make constructive contributions to the church 

. . . . . . . 
l. Cf. The International Council of Religious Education: The 

International Curriculum Guide, Book I, p. 14 
2. cr. Ibid., p. 14 
3 • Ibid. , p. 14 
4~ cr. Ibid., p. 14 
5. cr. Ibid., p. 14 
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and to help the church more "tY<iHy to fulfill its purpose in this 
'1 

changing world through a more perfect expression of G'od 's will. 

6. A Christian Interpretation of Life and the Universe 

The sixth general objective reads: 

"Christian religious education seeks to lead growing persons 
into a Christian interpretation of life and the universe; the 
ability to see in it God's pur~ose and plan; a life philosophy 
built on this interpretation. 11 

~he three aspects herein involved are set forth as follows: 

Christian education seeks to help the pupil to see that God's 

plan and purpose are active in the world and to interpret the 

universe on that basis. In other words, it seeks to lead the pupil 
3 

to interpret the universe in the light of his faith in God. 

Christian education seeks to guide the pupil to a realization 

that there are certain high values in life and to a faith that these 
' . 4 

values will ultimately triumph in spite of conflicting forces. 

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to see that the 

object of highest value, lif~ is also preserved. It seeks to bring 

the pupil to a Christian interpretation of death and to an assurance 
5 

of "the continuity of personality after death'! 11 

7. Familiarity with the Bible and Other Religious ~~ought 

The seventh general objective is stated as follows: 

"Christian religious education seeks to effect i.'l'l growing persons 
the assimilation of the best religious experience of the race, 

. . . .. . . . 
1. Of. The International Council of Religious Education: the 

International Curriculum Guide, Book I, pp. 14-15 
2. Ibid., p. 15 
3. cr. Ibid., p. 15 
4. cr. Ibid., p. 15 
5. cr. Ibid., p. 15 
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pre-eminently that recorded in the Bible, as effective guidance 
to present experience. nl 

This also is divided into three subsidiary aims: 

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to a knowledge of 

the Bible, to see in it a revelation of God's see.rch for man and of 

man's growing experience vrith G:od. It seeks to lead the pupil to 

use it as his guide in his spiritual life and in meeting the 
2 

problems which daily face him. 

Christian education seeks to guide the pupil's religious 

development, through an acquaintance with the best Christian thought 
3 

throughout the ages. 

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to a knowledge of 

the best thought in all religions and faiths and en appreciation of 
'4 

the values in each. 

c. The Adaptation of the Objectives of Christian Education 
to the Specific Needs of Christian Vlomen 

of Rural South China 

Although the objectives stated in the preceding paragraphs 

apply to Christian religious education in general, they must be 

adapted in each instance to the situation to which they are being 

applied. Samuel H. Leger has said, 

"The greatest difficulty in most present church programs is 
a superstitious faith in 'mass production'. Everything centers 
in the church auditorium, and meetings where those of all ages, 

. . . . . . . . 
1. The International Council of Religious Education: 'IDle 

International Curriculum Guide, Book I, p. 15 
2. cr. Ibid., p. 15 
3~ Cf. Ibid., p. 15 
4. Cf. Ibid., pp. 15-16 
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both sexes, and all degrees of education meet together to 
listen to general truths in the hope tha·!; they will then go 
out without further aid to work out these truths in the 
thousand and one conorete situations of daily life. Half of 
Christ's Great Commission was to 'Teach them to observe 
whatsoever I have commanded you', all the world's experience 
in teachiUg proves that teaching to be effective must be 
concrete and specific and graded to meet· the1 different degrees 
of education and experience of the learner'•. 

Because of the significant factors revealed in the foregoing study of 

their characteristics and needs, this is especially true of a 

course of studies to be used with Christian women of rural South China. 

Hence, although the objectives just reviewed, as set up by the 

International Council of Religious Education, will be followed in 

general, it is now necessary to take into consideration the needs and 

background of the women for whom the lessons are to be prepared and to 

qualify those objectives accordingly. This will be done by taking 

each objective in turn and bringing to bear upon it those factors which 

have a specific application. Of course it is impossible that a course 

prepared for one year should fully meet all of the objectives of 

Christian religious education. This course can but make a start by. 

attempting to meet a few of these objectives. Nevertheless, at this 

point, all of the objectives will be considered in the hope that 

further materials may be prepared later which will supplement and 

continue that which these lessons have begun. 

1. Personal Relationship to God 

In the first place lessons for use in teaching Christian women 

in rural South China should seek to lead them to a knowledge of God 

and to a sense of personal relationship to Him. 

. . . . . . . 
l.Leger: The Chinese Recorder, November 1936, p. 681 
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Many of the women of rurs~ South China seem to have merely a 

vague idea of God as "Shang Ti 11 or "Tien Fu", the Heavenly Father, 

without realizing what this means. Christian education should seek 

not only to lead them to a clearer :impression of Him as He has 

revealed Himself in nature, in the Bible, and through Jesus Christ, 

but should help them to have an ever-growing and deepening personal 

experience with Him and to recognize the guiding of the Holy Spirit 

in their lives. These women are continually surrounded by the 

beauties of nature and Christian educ8tion should help them to make 

full use of these in coming to a realization of God and the blessings 

which He has showered upon them. Although they may lack many of t~e 

i;hings which mean so much to people in the cities, they have things 

which are of even greater value, if they are only led to appreciate 

them and to see God in them. 

Most of these simple Chinese women have a childlike faith in God, 

but lessons prepared to teach them should seek to deepen this faith 

i;hrough experience, so that it will be a vital force in their whole 

1ives, a conviction of the reality of God because they have experienced 

Him. 

As a result of this knowledge and experience of God which these 

women have received they should be led to respond to Him with attitudes 

of dependence, trust, obedience, ru1d gratitude. They should learn 

that the blessings and protection which they enjoy come from God and 

not from the gods of harvest or of thunder. As a result of this 

realization there should be a growing i;hankfulness to G'od for the 

blessings which they enjoy and a love for Him which will be shown in 
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a desire to obey Him and do His will. 

Having this spirit of gratitude toward God, these women should 

be taught how they can express their thanks to God and should be 

helped to hold communion vrith Him through ·worship. A course 

prepared for use with the women of rural South China should seek 

to train these women in methods of both public and private worship 

and should provide materials which are simple enough for them to 
1 

use. As has been shovm in the previous chapter, the women know 

very little about how to worship, for they have discarded their old 

forms of ·worship upon becoming Christians ~md have no new methods 

to substitute. 

Christian education should seek to leB.d these women to a 

knowledge of God through their service for others. As already 
2 

pointed out, these w·omen desire to help others but do not know 

how. Christian education should provide methods, occasions, and 

incentives for these women to serve others and should guide them 

so that in these experiences they will find God anew and v!ill realize 

that in this service they are working together with Him. 

In China, as in other countries, Christiru1ity is too often 

something for one day of the week only. These wo:nen should be led 

to see that it deals with all of life, with their family a.nd their 

. . . . . . . 
1. See above, p. 19 
2. See above, pp. 27-28 
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other social relationships, with their festivals and their beliefs. 

Christian education should seek to lead them to a faith in God's 

principles of right and justice as controlli..t'lg the world and to an 

organization of their life and conduct on these principles in the 

face of the seeming triumph of evil and injustice. 

2. Personal Relationship to Jesus 

In the second place, Christian education should seek to bring 

the Christian women of rural South China to a knowledge of the life 

and teachings of Jesus, which will lead them to experience Him as 

their Lord and Savior and will lead them to consecrate themselves 

t o Him and His service. 

The lives of these women have so little of joy ru1d real meaning. 

From morning to night it is nothing but work, and work of the meanest 
J._ 

sort. Christi~~ edu~ation should seek to lead these women to a 

realization of the joy and abundant life which Jesus csme to brh1g 

them. It should help them to see that even in their dull and drab 

occupations of life they are working together with Him and that He 

can make their tasks much easier and more worth while.' They should 

be led to a loyalty to Him and a desire to do His will, even in the 

little things of life, without feeling that they must be doing something 

big before they c2~ serve Him. 

Through Jesus' life and teachings these women should be brought 

to a fuller knowledge of God. They should be brought to see that God 

is loving, kind, and helpful as Jesus is. The gods which they have 

been accustomed to worship are gods which fill them with terror and 

. . . . 
1. See above, p. 22 
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demand much of them in the way of sacrifices. It is a great change 

when Christian education presents to them a God of love, who is ever 

seeking to give them more than they are ready or prepared to receive. 

As has been shovm, the women of rural South Chi."la are continually 

surrounded by demoralizing influences and are constantly having to 
--2 

make decisions as to what is right and what is wrong. No definite 

standard can be set ap, but Christian education should seek to 

present to them Jesus Christ as a guide whom they can follow in the 

d~cisions which_they make. 

3. Development of Christlike Character 

In the third place Christian education should seek to foster in 

these women progressive and continuous development in Christlike 

character. 

In too many cases the Christians in rural South China are apt to 

be satisfied when they have received baptism and have become Church 

members, feeling that they are now completely saved. Christian 

education should seek to instil in them a spirit of dissatisfaction 

with themselves as they are, and to fill them with a desire for 

progressive grmvth and development in their Christian lives. They 

should be brought to tl1e desire to become ever more ru1d more like 

Christ. 

Often when the women of rural South China come before the session 

and express a desire to unite with the church, upon being asked 

L. See above, pp. 13-14 
2. See above, pp. 23-24 

. . . . . . . 
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v1hether they are sinners, they reply, "Ho 11
• Christian education 

should seek to help them to understand the meaning and consequences 

of sin. In much of the Chinese worship there is the attempt to get 
1 

right and gain the favor of the gods. Christian education should 

show these women that Jesus died for their sins and that through faith 

in Him they can be freed from their sin and be restored to fellowship 

with God. They should be taught the.t G:od is seeking them. The 

u 1 timate aim should be to bring them to an ace eptanc e of Christ as 

their Savior and to a realization of forgiveness and release from sin. 

Christian education should seek to lead these women to conversion, 

to a complete change in their lives. This should come as a result of 

d e£inite experience of God and His love. In too many instru1ces parts 

of the old life are still kept, such as some superstition or belie£ 

which they do not give up when they become Christians. These women 

should be led to a decision to accept completely the Christian way of 

living for their ·whole life. 

A number of times the fact has been mentioned that the Christian 
2 

women of rural South China know little about methods of worship. 

Christian education should bring them to an understanding of the 

meaning of worship, provide them with suitable materials for use in 

worship., and help them in every way possible to have truly worshipful 

experiences. 

1. See above, pp. 12-16 
2. See above, p. 19 

. . . . . . . 
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The activities of the Chinese are to a great extent determined 

by customs~ ceremonies, or decisions of the priests or geomancers 

so that there is little need for them to me~e decisions for themselves. 

But Christianity is based on principles rather than on set laws and 

there are many instances in which individual decisions as to what is 

right and what ·wrong must be made. A Bible woman or preacher cannot 

always be present to help the Christians in making these decisions 

and, were they present, would find it difficult to decide for another. 

Hence it is important that these women should be trained in deciding 

for themselves~ with the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit and 

the Bible, what is right and what wrong ~or them to do. They should 

also be led to a determination to abide by such decisions, regardless 

of the cost of being different from their neighbors. 

This training in making decisions should take place in actual 

situations in which the problems arise. For exe.lllple, tl;e women _should 

be helped to work out methods by which they can observe different 

national festivals in a Christian way and actually be given the 

o)pportunity to carry out such a celebration. Then, too, within 

their own group they should be helped in positive ways through actual 

experiences to overcome specific instances of the degrading influences 
1 

of their non-Christian neighbors. It is very easy to tell a person 

what to do, but Christian education should go beyond this and 

stimulate these women to discover how Christian principles can be 

applied to their living in actual situations. 

. . . . . . . 
1. See above, pp. 23-24 
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The Christian character of these women should be a developing 

one, as has been stated before, and their ability to apply Christian 
' ' 

principles to their decisions and activities should be ever incl:leasing. 

Christian education should seek to help them to be so controlled and 

permeated by spiritual ideals that their conduct will be controlled 

and actuated by them. There should be a dynamic force, v~1ich is the 

outgrovrth of their spiritual conviction~/ which cannot help but 

express itself in their conduct. 

Although many of the women of rural South China have accepted 

Christ as their Savior and are attempting to live Christian lives, 
1 

they do not, as previously indice.ted, know how to express their 

faith or tell others about it. Any lessons prepared for teaching 

these women should help them to develop the ability to express 

their faith. At first they will probably be able to tell very little, 

but practice and encouragement will help them in developing more 

and more ability to express what they believe and what it means to 

them. 

Christian education should lead these women to a desire for 

higher thinking, feeling, and living. They should be led to the 

desire to learn to read, so that they may read the Bible for 
2 

t hems elves. They should desire to learn to sing in order to take 

fuller part in the services and to express the joy in their hearts. 

A desire for improved methods of training their children and 

especially of giving them definite religious training should be 

. . . . . . . 
1. See above, p. 31 
2. See above; p. 29 
3. See above, p. 30 
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1 
aroused. There should be a desire for Christian homes and 

communities. Christian education should not only arouse these 

desires, but it should also help the women to attain them. 

Christian education should seek to lead these women v.rhose 
2 

lives are bound by such inhibiting superstitions and customl and 
3 

hemmed in by such narrow horizons to a spirit of ope~mindedness 

and a desire to find the truth and to discover God's laws for men, 

for society, and for the vrorld. 

Christian education should seek to show these women that in 

their daily work in the fields, on the hillsides, or in the home, 

if done in a Christian spirit, they are working with God in His 

Kingdom. It should show these women that God has work for them to 

do, should help them to discover it, and should help them see that 

the way they do this w·ork is important, for it is not theirs but God's. 

As a general rule these women are ready to accept the guid8~ce 

of qualified leaders and in many instances are only too ready to 

follow the lead of those who are not so \1ell qualified. Christian 

education should guide them in a discr~ninating selection of the 

1 eadership which they should follow. 

Considerable space has already been given in Chapter I to the 
4 

lack of training of the Christian women of rural South China. 

Christian education should seek to train and prepare them for 

1 eadership in their ovm coJ.mnunities and to ma.~e them alert to see 

. . . . . . . 
1. See above; p. 30 
2~ See above; pp. 30-31 
3~ See above, pp. 21-22 
4. See above, pp. 29-31 
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and take advantage of opportunities for Christian leadership 

\vhich are offered and for which they are fitted. They should be 

trained in methods of teaching their children, in conducting 
and in 

family IV"Orship,/telling their neighbors about their religious 

experience. 

Too often Christianity is considered as a personal matter only. 

Many of the women consider that they should become Christians in 

order that they may go to Heaven when they die ond avoid hell. There 

is no thought that after becoming Christions they have a part in 

telling others. That is considered the work of the missionary, 
1 .2 

preacher, or Bible woman. .Jesus said, "Ye shall be my witnesses". 

In many cases the non-Christian vromen will not listen to a 

missionary or a Chinese Bible woma11, but vlill listen to what their 

neighbors tell them and will especially notice their lives. Dr. w. 

H. Dobson once said that when a person unites vvith the church he or 

she should be given some definite piece of work to do. He suggested 

that the Christians should be organized in the same way in which the 

army is organized, v;·ith officers in charge of each group to assign 

work to them and help them in carrying it out. Christia:n education 

then should seek to give opportunity for experience in witnessing 

and should provide simple, attractive materials vrhich may be used by 

the vromen for this purpose and which will encourage them to do so. 

. . . . . . . 
1. See above, p. 31 
2. Acts 1:8 
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4. Participation in the Construction of a Social Order 

In the fourth place Christian education should seek to develop 

in these women the ability and desire to take part in building a 

social order in the world based on the Fatherhood of God and 

brotherhood of man. 

Having been led to a realization of God as their Father, these 

women should also be brought to see that this implies the brotherhood 

of men. It is a common sight to see women in China quarreling at 

-the top of their voices over some little matter on which they disagree. 

They are also apt to look dovm on those who are not so fortunate as 

they are. Christian education should seek to lead them to love others, 

even the unlovely, and to respect them and their opinions even when 

they are not in agreement with those which they themselves hold. 

As has already been mentioned1 the interests of the Chinese are 
.1 

largely centered in their ovv.tl families and homes. Christian 

education should seek to lead them to realize that as Christians 

they have responsibility for ·t;heir communities and the unchristian 

conditions which exist there. Having brought them to a realization 

of their responsibility for improving the social conditions in their 

communities, Christian education should bring them to a desire to 

help change these conditions. It should lead them constructively to 

criticise their communities, to find out what is ~vrong vvith them, to 

disc over what is contrary to God's will and then to throw themselves 

. . . . . . . 
1. See above, pp. 17-18 
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wholeheartedly into the establishment of God's Kingdom in that 

c onm1Unity. Naturally the vvomen will require considerable training 

themselves before they will be able to do much in this improvement. 

Not only should these women be interested in the improvement 

of their communities, but they should be led to take an interest 

in their o1rn nation as well. As a general rule the women know very 
1 

little about China. Christian education should lead them to a desire 
Skoulcl. te.....S. i:I<Q~« 

to learn more about their ovm country and"methods by which they may 

help her. 

Although these country wowen have little contact with those of 
2 

other nations they should be led to an interest in other countries 

and be taught something about them. The antagonistic feeling against 

Japan, which is now present in China , has permeated even into the 

interior and although the women and children know very little of what 

it is about, they know that they hate the Japanese. Christian education 

should help them to see that although they do not approve of the conduct 

of the Japanese, they must se.e them as God's children, too, and should 

love and pray for them. These women should be taught something about 

other nations, brought to realize something of the vastness of God's 

Kingdom, and stimulated to take an interest in it as a whole. 

5. Active Participation in the Church 

In the fifth place, Christian education should seek to arouse in 

the women of rural South China a desire to participate in the -.-vork =d. 

. . . . . . . 
1. See above,, pp. 17-18 
2. See above, p. 21 
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and activities of the church end should train them to do so. 

As has been mentioned, the attempt is being made to have the 

Chinese churches become more indigenous end self-supporting and as 

this comes to pass there is a greater need and demand for volunteer 
1 

workers. Christian education should train these women so that they 

cru1 intelligently t2~e part in the services of the church and its 

activities. 

TI1ey should be led to cooperate wholeheartedly and intelligently 

in the services which the church is trying to do for the community. 

Duties for which they are fitted should be assigned to them a.nd they 

should be guided at first in carrying this on until they have 

developed the ability to do it themselves. 

They should be led to see that they are a part of the Church. In 

one country chapel, a children's club was led to the, desire to clean 

the church in preparation for the Christmas celebra.tion and was then 

guided in actually ce.rryii1g this out. After this experience one of 

the children mentioned " 0 ur church 11 in his conversation. Another 

child immediately said, "The church doesn't belong to you, your family 

are not Christians". To this the first boy replied, "Well, I guess 

it does, didn't I help clean it?" Christian education should seek 

to help these women to realize that the church is theirs and that 

they have a part in it and its work. They should be led to criticise 

constructively their church and the work which it is doing and B.J9?nl d 

should be guided in their attempts to make the necessary changes. 

. . . . . . . 
1. See above, p. 31 
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6. A Christian Interpretation of Life and the Universe 

In the sixth place Christian education should seek to lead the 

women to a life philosophy built. on their ability to see God's 

purpose and plan in the universe. As has been already stated,to 

the minds of the Chinese women this universe seems to be entirely . . . 

ruled by evil spirits and their lives are kep>t in continual terror 
1 

of them. Christian education should lead these women to a 

realization that this universe is God's creation and is under His 

control. They should be led to a complete trust in God which will 

free them from the fear of these evil spirits and forces of evil. 

They should be helped to see that there are certain ultimate values 

which will be preserved, that God has created this world and does . . 

have a purpose and plan for it. This should also free them from 

the worry which harrasses many of them. 

Christian education should also help free them from the fear 

of the spirits of the departed which are considered to wander 

throughout the earth and torment the living, if the proper rites 

are not performed and the spirits of the departed are not provided 
2 

with the things necessary for their welfare. The women need to 

be taught that Jesus said, 

"In my Father's house are many mansions; if it Yvere not so I 
would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I come again, and will ·3 
receive you unto myself; that where I am there ye may be also". 

. . . . . . . 
l. See above, pp. 13-16 
2. See above, pp. 16-17 
3. John 14:2-3 
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They should be taught that Jesus conquered death end all of it"s 

power and that therefore they need not fear death nor the spirits 

of' the dead. 

7. Familiarity with the Bible and Other Religious Thought 

In the seventh place, Christian education should seek to help 

the women of rural South China to know and appreciate the best 

religious experience of the race, especie~ly that recorded in the 

B;ible and to recognize in it a guide in their present experience. 
1 

As most of the women of rural South China cannot read, Christian 

education should first lead them to a knowledge of the Bible through 

Bible stories and verses, but there should be the ultimate aim of 

teaching them to read the Bible for themselves. They should be 

helped to see that the Hible reveals God as searching for them, a 

God of love. The Bible should be revealed to them as a record o:li'· 

ms~'s experience with God and as a guide for their present day conduct. 

They should be led to use the knowledge which they do have of the 

Bible to guide their daily life and should be continually adding to 

their store of knowledge. 

Christian education should seek to help these women of rural 

South China to become acquainted with the best Christian thought that 

there is. 'L'l1ey should be told of some of the great church leaders 

and what they did and thought. Of course this teaching v:rill have 

to be very simple and gradual in the case of these rural women. They 

should be taught some of the great hymns of the church and helped to 

understand their meaning. 

. . . . . . . 
1. See above, p. 29 
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The women of rural South China should also be led to study other 

religions, particularly those which they have set aside to see what 

values there are in them, a.nd to discover in what ways Christianity 

is superior to these religions. Possibly later in their development 

they might study other religions also. 

D. Surrv:nary 

In. order to meet their needs, then, lessons prepared for teaching 

Christian women of rural South China should have as their objectives 

the leading of these women to a knowledge of God as their Heavenly 

Father, who loves and cares for them and to a personal exlJerience 

with Him in their daily life. This experience should be a developing 

experience. They should also lead these women to a developing 

experience of Jesus Christ as their Friend, Lord and Savior, who has 

power over nature, evil spirits, sickness, and death and who is able 

to help them in all situe.tions. The lessons should seek to foster 

in the hearts of the 'Nomen a desire for pr&gressive development in 

Christlike character, and to provide opportunity for practice in 

Christian living. They sho.uld lead the 'Nomen to a desire to help 

establish a social order based on the Fatherhood of God and the 

brotherhood of man in their homes, their communities, their nation, 

and the world. They should train the women to take part in the 

church services so that they will be meaningful to them and to 

cooperate in the vexious enterprises carried on by the church. 
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They should bring the women to realize that this universe has been 

created by God and that it is under His control. The lessons should 

give the ,,-omen a knowledge of the Bible vnd help in learning to read 

i.t for themselves. They shonld give instruction in rec:.ding end 

singing the hyrnns of the church. Thus Christian religious education 

should seek to bring the women of rurr;.l South China into an ever

deepening faith that functions in a well-rounded Christie-11 life and 

experience. 
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PRHiCIPLZS BASIC TO THE BIBLE S'l'UDES FOR 
CHRIS'i'ItJ1 ':70:1:L:;N OF T-\.UR.ti-1 S01JTE CI-II?IAl 

A. Introduction 

In order to discover principles upon \:rhich to base the Bible 

studies for use in teaching Christian women of rural South China, 

a number of books were consulted. Again, as in the study of objectives, 

because of the general recognition accorded it, Book 6ne of the 

International Curricultm1 Guide v;as used as the chief source. For 

specific principles dee.ling vdth the selecting of suite.ble materials, 

Book Fou.r of this series, "Christian J.:;ducation of Adults", we_s studied. 

However, as the vromen of rural South China are more like children in 

their nature, tr~:dning, and ability, ths11 like the average America11. 

adults, the suggestions found therein were not sim2)le enough to meet 

the need. For this reason, principles uhich are set forth in Book 

'rwo of the Interm:tional Curriculu_rn Guide, "Christi8Xl :2ducrtion of 

Children'r vrere exCJmined. These '\7ere found to be more suited to the needs 

O'f these simple, letrgely illiterate, women of rurs_l South China and will 

therefore be considered as basic guides to be followed in the preprtration 

of the proposed lessons. 

B. Generc:_l Principl8s Basic to t,he Bible Studies 
for ChristiEm '.7omen of Rural South China 

1. The Educdive Process Shoulo. be Conceived in Terms of Gro'.vth 
1 

Gro;;rth toJ~es ?lo.ce through fellowship ~.-ri-th others and -through 

. . . . . . . . 
1. Cf. The In-terne.tional Council of rteligiou.s Edv.ce:tion; Princigles 

8Xld Objectives of C}:"ristiE,n Educdion, 9· 17 
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particip<~.tion in different c.ctivities. '::.'.very individucJ. is chily 

hs:.ving many types of experiences, but these experiences are not all 

of equcl value in learning, some even being harmful in that i7hich they 

* , ..,,eaca. Hence it is the duty of the ·l";eacher to help the pupil to select 

those experiences ·which will be of the most service in his development. 

The religious teacher consequently should hel:J the )Upil to discover 

those experiences which will bring him into closer relo.tionship vlith 

God end v:ith Jesus Christ a11cl help hirn to select those things which 

are of the highest value in his life. Tl1ere should furthermore be the 

desire to help the pupil to lesrn how to control his conduct in order 

that it may become more and more Christicu1. 

Hm'Iever, although the teacher mc.y guide the pupil in this lec.rning 

process, real learning t2.kes place only through the experience of the 

pupil hi."llself. To quote from the Curriculum Guide: 

"Experience is personEl.l, and learning cM ts.ke pl<<.ce only through 
self-actiyity on the part of the learner, through which actual 
responses are m3.de to real life situations or through 'Hhich the 

.J..• • • d . . • . . fl 1 experience of ouners ~s reex)er:Lence ::tn J.magJ.na-c::ton .-

Thus the tee.cher should think o.f himself a~guide, helping the l)Upil to 

find those experiences v1hich ·,vill be of the gre:.-ctest value to him in 

his Christian develo~Ynent. And the lessons J rather than stressing a 

certain amount o.f material v1hich must be learned; should be centered 

around certain ch<mges to be nmde in the e.djustment of the individual 

to his environment. The emphasis of Christ.ien education, therefore_, 

should be on the attempt to guide the ptqil into the experiences v1hich 

• • • e • 

1. Internatione~l Council of Ileligious Educcdiom Principles and 
Objectives of Christir11 Zduco.tion, p. 16 
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.,;ill help to develop his spiritual life ;;:md in helping hira to gain 

the knowledge which is necessary for directing his conduct, not on 

imparting au isolated fund of knovileclge which he :nay need at some 

future date. 

Although accepting the vie~'T[)Oint involved in the above 2.-_Yld 

recognizing th8.t it is true thG.t we lec.rn to do by doing, the writer 

would point out that it is also t11me, as Dr. Horne h::::.s suggested in 
'l 

his "Zstirnate of the New T£ducation" that -;,ye learn to do by thinking. 

In not a few instances, thinking through a situ2.tion beforehand and 

securing the knowledge necessary to mee:t it in such a vn'.y that it 

willGcontribute to the devdopment of Christian grovrth, is lJreferable 

to actual experience of a.Yl experimental sort. In f2.ct, the thinking 

is in itself a v<:,~ue.ble experience. 

2 
2. The Curriculum Should be Conceived c.s Actual :Gxperience 

The experiences of the learner under guidance make up the 

cv.rriculum of Christian ecluc::ction. These exoeriences 3.re either 

experiences out of the o.ctual life of the :::mpil or certain ty,,?s of 

eXj;Jerience vrhich are initic>.ted by the te2.cher in order to bring about 

the desired experiences and results. The curriculum then is not so 

much the books r.'hich are read as the pupil's experience in ree.ding 

the book, not the projects initi2.ted but his experience in c:.l'l']ing 

out the rJroject, not the )icture but his actuD.l experience of a:~precia-

0 • • • 

1. Cf. }iorne: I'l1is l-Je-:.7 ;~dttcr:·.tio11, p·. 84 
2. Cf. Intenmtional Co,_mcil of ?.eligio1..1.s :sduce.t.iom Princi)les and 

Objectives of ChristiEo..n Zch.!Cf'.iion, p. 20 
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t ion of the picture under the guids.nce of the teacher; and not the 

teaching til2t Jesus is the greatest leader the vrorld has ever kno1.m 

out his actv.al experie;1ce of e.cCeiJting Jesv.s as his leo:.der e.nd follo•.ving 
l 

E ir.a. In the process of guiding the le2.rner in these e.xt) orienc es 

di-sc us sio11, service 

projects, E1tlsic, c· .. ~rt, Bi~Jle study, -r,7orsl1ip,~ 82!d an.ytl1i11g else 1.Yhicl1 

will enrich the religious expel"ienc e of the l)U?il. 
'"' '~ 

Thus the curricu.lux:l 

consists not of kno':rledge .,_-;h:Lch the :CH.J.l)il is to acquire, but of experiences 

in vihich he 2,ctuo.lly :_J~:.rticips:tes, ;iith a definite end in vien, in 

c oo:!er<~tion nith others 1.70rking towo.rd the some e11d. Su.ch etctivi·ties 

then r:1ust involve fello·/:shi~J in Ci'Trying out ·::orthy enter·_)rises. They 

should e.lso _provide op:9ortunities for the )U)il to lJur,Jose, ~Jlrcn, c:::.rry 

out, o.nd jud,:,;e the Vf:~.lue of the -cork '.:hich he and the group in which 

he is working have done; OlJportunity to f2.ce problems, gather data, 

evalue:te the possible responses, :::.rrive at conclusions 8.nd put the 

decisions rec.ched. into prs.ctice; encoure.t;ement in pr:::;.cticing the 

s ::::.tisfo.ctory reS_iJonses in order tl1c:.t they may be built into habits e.nd 

idecls; opportunity for worship, leading to felluYrship with God and to 

the desire to work in h::m<.wny with His ':rill; and encoure.gement to 

establish a dominant purpose for life, grouncJ.ecl in allegiD.nc e to the 
3 

Kingdom of God. 

. . . . . . . " 

1. :Jf. International Council of Religious ~ducti:.tion: Princi)les 
a11d Objectives of ChristiEm :S~ducBtion, p. 19 

2. Cf. Ibid., p. 19 
3. Cf. Ibid., p. 20 
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The fact -thd the curriculum is organized c-~.round -the :pupil's 

experience and ch2.11t;es to be mP4de in his personality rather tlw.n 

around a cert~:dn 2unount of informfl.tion ·.orhich he is to acquire, dem2.11ds 

a ch8nge not only in methods i)ut B.lso in the orgenization of the 

materi<::J.s. Si.nce the time devoted to one session is inadequate to 

s.chieve the desired changes in personality, the materie.ls cannot be 

org2llized as seperate lessons, but nmst be orgc::11ized in units around 

certain centers of interest 2.11d rele:ted experie.nces. These units 

must be flexiz)le and must extend over e. nu.'nber of ':reeks, so that they 

may be expAJ:1ded or contr1?_cted to fit the occo.sion c"nd the demands. 

Consequently the lesson will not nee es sarily be c onrpleted C{t the end 

of the session, the unit of work being com)leted only when the ex-

p erienc es , activities, materials, and :nethods have become so inter-

vroven in the pupil's experience as to help hi.rn in fe.cing the problems 

and conditions of everydr~y living. Only then will the pU~)il have 

1 
been guided through "a complete 2.ct of religious living~" 

3. The Subject i:JJ:ztter of the Curriculum Should Develop Out of 
Experience · 

The subject matter is made u.p of factors in the situation which 

is being faced, the unrecorded po.st experiences of the learner, the 

te~·.cher, and others, ~mel the recorder knowledge of others in the pn.st. 

The subject m&.tter should re-enter the present ex:oerience of the 

pu~:;il_, helping him to understand, enrich, and control his present 

experiences. By the use of the experiences of others the pupil may 

• • 0 • • 

1. Cf. Interno.tione~ Council of Heligious Education: Christian 
Educe:tion of Children, Pl)• 89, 152, 156 

2. Cf. Int erna.tionel Council of Religious Educ::•tion: Principles and 
Objectives of Christi2c11 EducE:.tion, p. 21 



68 

find mc:my short cuts to obtr;dn his end nithout having to repee.t the 

pe.inful, slo;;r processes -..:Jhich others have gone through in order to 

g e.in this knowledge. The subject mc..tter of religious educo.tion is 

found in :ne..ny sources, literature, c:rt, architecture, customs, and 

institutions. Since the record of the religious ex•Jerience of the 

3_J·ast is es:::;ecially found in the Bible, this should be the main source 

used. '!i11en knowledge which has been gaine:cl by others is introduced 

into the experience of the learner in a given situe.tion, it is more 

likely to be fixated and be used tht.m if it is merely stored a\ve.y in 

the mind until needed. 

4. The Curri~ulwn_,Shou~d Be
1 

Orgr:.nized to 'i'ouch the ~~ntire Scope of 
the Pu:pJ.l 1 s ;:,xper:tence 

Christie.n religious educc•.tion should be 811 interpretction of all 

of life. It should be orge11ized to meet the gro•.dng needs of the 

progrsm. As far as possible the tre.ining should be org::mized by one 

body in order that all of Jche pc:.rts nay be )roperly correl:?Jted. 'l'he 

objective of religious educc::'Gion is the continu.ous gro·,·rth of Christia.l'l 
2 

.Personality. Tl1e curriculum should tha:cE:fore be ort;c·.niz eel to bring 

the best th:,_t it h<:.:.s to offer into the ex)erience of the :LJUpil in 811 

effective manner, 

'l'hus, to suJn it u.p, Ghristic:.n educction should be a gro•.7ing nrocess 

vrhich trJ~es ::Jlece through experience. It should be be.secl. u;on the s.ctual 

experie~1ce of the 1eo.rner, develo:oing ou:t of his 0'.'!11 exosorience a.n::l the 

• • • • 0 • $ 

1. Cf. Inten1t:'.tional Council of ~eligious Zducs.tion: Princi-oles and 
Objectives of Christian I~ducdion, pp. 23-25 

2. Gf. Ibid., p. :?,5 
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eX.l:Jerience of others e.s it is made a 92,rt of his ex.::_:Jerience. And the 

curriculum sl:.ould touc1~ as large an c_rea o: the ~!n~·Jil' s ex)erienc e e.s 

possible. 

C. Pi ... i11ciples IJec:.lil1b ~,7itl1 t}le Selectio11 of ~':~s~teris~ls for 
Bible Studies for Ghristic-.11 ~:ro::wn of .:i.ural South Chi:1a 

I11 order to be of tl1e greu.test service i11. l1elping Cl1ristia11 1.Y0:!1en 

h el)ful in their religious develOl):nEm-G, the ms:cerie.ls ussd in the 

1 essons should be very corefully s6lectecl in orcler to find those \".'hich 

ex)lr.~d.ned c.bove;..a the ::1rinci)les found in 3ook T\-ro of tho GurriculurJ. Guide 

of the Interne.tione.l Council of I\elit;ious Educ:·tion hr~ve beGn used in 

the selection of this '1Wteris.L 
l 

1. The Eaterials Used Should be of Good Literary e.nd Artistic Form. 

In order to obtr.in the best results, the stories, hy:nns, prt::.yers 

c.;1d lJictv.res used in tesching the c7omen of rurc-~1 South China should be 

of good form. ':'Jhile one is learning, it is north one's '.7hile to 

1 earn the best. It tr~kes ~Jro.cticnll~r much time to learn poor 

music o.nd to study )OOr )ictures as it does to learn good music 

and 2,,-:.precicte good pictures, '.':hich a.re of so much greater vo~ue in 

the development of the _Jerso:1ality. One of the criticisms \·;hich 

scholars in China have brought a;;ainst the Cl1risti:;m h:,nnns is that 

many of them, h<lving been tr~mslo.ted by missionaries ·"rho had not 

• • 0 • • • • 

1. Cf. Interm•.tiono~ Council of :'{eligious :~duce:tion: f'1'! • .l. • 
v11rJ.S ulan 

Educc:.tion of Children, p~). 89, 152, 156 
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yet mastered the language, are written in poor literary form. Not 

only for the sake of the women, but £or the sake of those who will 

hear or read the materials taught, and possibly be in:f.'luenced by 

them in their acceptance or rej action of Christianity, it is very 

important that the best .form possible be provided. 
1 

2. The Materials Used Should be Adapted to the Ability of' the Women 

As has been mentioned before, these women o.f rural Sout}) China 

are unaccustomed to learning, and hence learn very slowly. Any songs, 

verses, stories, or prayers used to teach them must of necessity be 

very sho~ in order that they will be able to learn and remember them. 

~ike children they are unable to hold their attention on any subject 

:for a long time, which also necessitates ~- use o£ short sentenc:es 

and short material for memorization. The stories, songs, and verses 

should be of such a length that the women ibemselves can readily 

grasp the meaning and pass it on to others. In the case o£ hymns, 

one or two stanzas or a chorus should be used for it is better that 

they should learn one or two short lines 111d know them well, fUlly 

understanding the meaning, and be able to apply them to their daily 

lives, rather than to attempt to learn a lalg hymn and not understand 

or be able to remember much of it. 

Furthermore in order that the women mq make the things whieh 

they have learned a real part of their lives, the voc:abulary and ideas 

expressed should be simple and concrete en111gh to catch and hold their 

• • • • • • • 

l.ar. International Council o£ Religious Educ:ation: Christian 
Educ:ation o£ Children, pp. 89, 91, 152 



attention and such that they cs.n fully understcnd. The things which 

they E~re to memorize should be in a form tht?.t they may quickly grasp 

and hold its meaning and such thd they will be r::.ble to ayply to their 

d8.ily life 3.nd problsms. 

3. 'l'he Eaterials Used Should Be Reh.'ted to the Experiences of the 
:"/omen for "'."7hom Tl1eJr J\.re Prepr:tred 

That they m8.y be of rec.l interest Dnd lasting influence to the 

17 omen Jche matericls used nust de2l very definitely vrith experiences 

vi'ith which they e.re fm::J.ilio.r, or at least of ':rhich they he.ve some 

lo1ovJledge. The stories, hymns, Bible verses,~ 2.nd pr::~~re1·s should be 

introduced 1.11 such c'- i7C.'-Y th8.t they 'irill feel th:::.t it has very defil1ite 

connection with their lives, e::periences, ~mel Jlroblems. These me.terie.ls 

should touch the problems in the lives of the women c'.ncl hellJ them to 

f incl. solutions. Th8y should hell) tho women to see ·c72.:/S in -,,.hich they 

can im:"Jrove ·t£1eir lives e.nd ways in vJhich they ce.11 help others. The 

songs should be mec;.ningful to them and such as they Yiill enjoy singing 

·:rhile at work; the stories such that they c1m tell t~1em to their 

children; the p-ictures st'.ch th2.t tliey '.:rill enjoy sho,·:ing ::c.ncl. expltdning 

them to the neighbors •chen they come in. In other 1.70rds, t~clEJ '.'!Omen 

,·•' 

4. All o£ the I;:E,_"keri2ls Used Should Be Clossly Connected ;;;ith the 
Tec.ching Uni·l;"' 

0 ~ 0 • 0 0 • 

1. Cf. I!1ternc·~tio112.l Coltncil of ~\.eligiclJ_s ~duc~'tio11: G~nristio.n 

:~duc,:~tiOn of Gl1ildr·e11, PlJ• 89, 91, 159, 2.33 
~.Cf. Ibid., ~p. 89, 233 
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material the aim is to help the individual to adjust to his environment 

and each unit deals with some phase of this adjustment. Hence all of 

the material. used should be connected with this one unit and help 

toward the accomplishment of its purpose. If the attention of' the 

women is scattered and the attempt is made to achieve too much at one 

time, their minds will be contused and notliing will be accomplished. 

I:! the pictures used are too complicated a1ld have too many details 

the women will not know where to center their attention and will not 

remember anything. Or if the story deals \lith one subject, the song 

with another, and the Bible verse with still a third, the women will 

1 eave with a very much contused idea of what they have learned and 

will be unable to apply e.ny of it to their daily lives. A definite 

g;oal should be set for each session and all that is done during the 

session should definitely leSfi, tqwaz:-d. this2_ g.oal. Moreover the work of 

eaeh sessiqn should be~''f'eey:e;Losely eonnecWd with the unit of which 
I' 

··-· 
it is a part. Nothing should be learned just for the sake of learning. 

There should be in the mind of the learner some definite purpose tor 

all that is learned. 
'1 

5. All o~ the Material Used Should. Be of Religious Value 
\ 

The main purpose of these uri-its being to help the women or 

rural South China in the development or ~el!gious lives it is evident 

that all of the materials used' should be of religious value, such as 
) . 

will bring them into contact with !li!od and with Jesus Christ. It 

• • • • • • • 

1. Ct. International Council of Religious Education: Christian 
Education of Children, pp. 156, 159, 16~, 233 
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should lead to e. worshi-,Jfu.l s~Jirit or attitude. Much of tho ma.teric..l 

wliich is used :Ylc'.y he.ve some religious significo.nce c:.:nd hEJ.ve e. svring 

vrhich r-ttro.cts one's attention, but have very little reo.l religious 

ve.lue. There is so much really fine material available th<=_:_t it is 

a fli ty to waste the time of the women in learning th2.t 1.7hich is not 

of the best oncl \Yhich hrcs very li-Gtle religious value for them. 

D. SurillnGry 

Thus ..-:e see tho.t the lessons prepared for teo.ching Christian 

;.vomen of rural South China should be centered around the gro•:dng 

experience of the pupils. The lessons should help the pupils to 

discover experiences ·.7hich B.re of definite religiou.s vc:.lv.e to h:Lrn 

2.nd help the~ to o.·,}~;ly the principles behind these experiences to 

other applicr.ble situs:tions. The lesso::.1s should be centered <:,round 

c erts.in adjustments which the pu~Jil is having to mc.ke in his e1wiron:nent 

and e.ll of the materio.ls in one unit should contribute towe.rd helping 

him solve this problem. The experiences used may be actual experiences 

vrhich the ~:)upil is having or cer-tain ones Yrhich have been initiated 

under the guidonce of the teacher, but e.ll must have a very vital 

connection ;;rith his life end experience. Ex1Jeriences from the 

lives of others r1ay be used effectively if they apply to the pupil's 

J.a.i!y:LI~e t:md environment. Ee.terial may "be found in books, especially 

in the 3ible.,~ to help the pupil in his religious cleveloprnent. The 

experiences of others mc.y help him to avoid r:1o11y r:1istakes m1d to 

a void much of the y;ork y;hich he othen"Jise '::ould h<we to go through 

in gaining this ex::_;erience. The cu.rriculum should touc:h e.s much of 

the pu"c)il' s ex~)erience as p0ssible and should be dre:xn.1 from all 
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phases of his life. 

In order to meet specifically the needs of the woElen of rur2.l 

South China as found in Cb::t~'lter One, the ····1ccteri:"OJ.ls used in these 

lessons '11Ust be of good liter::,.ry ccl1c1 artistic form, t~"lo.t they mrty 

help the v1ome::1 to illmrove their t~c.ste. The lessons should be 

e.clc-cpted to the e.bility of the 170inen in order that they Tnay Cc.'..tch 

e.nd hold thoir o.ttention 2nd keep ti:em from becoming cliscov.rc-•t;ed. 

They should also be rel2cted to the experiences of the ·.vomen in 

t }:.eir enYirom'.ent or cdjust themselves to 

The lessons should be orgPnized rtccorcling to the unit s:;stem and 

used should be closely connected 7ith the 

t e~:_cl1in;; unit. Onl~r or1e i11terost sl1ould be enl)1lc..siz ed in e:::_cl1 

s essio11 i11. order to v.void confusil1S tl1e '.70Y11811. I1.11d finally, b}r 

no mec:ns J.e2cst :i.rn)ort:-.nt, the :112terials sl:ou1d 2ll have a very 

definite religious value., 
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From e. study of the life, customs, and environment of the women 

of rur::,.l Sov.th China., end from 2. study of the objectives E~nd principlss 

which shov.ld determine the construction of a curriculurn. in religious 

educe.tion it -cw.s deterE1ined -thd Bible Stv.clies for use in teaching 

Christie.n vromen of rural South China should very definitely be 
with 

connected..,m1d grow out of their experiences, their feeling of inferiority, 

their festiv:3ls wh:i.ch occur a.t various times throughout the year, 

their dominant fes.rs r:mcl other environmente.l influences. 

Through bringing the y;omen into 8. vitccl experience riith God as 

their loving Heavenly Father 0nd o£' Jesus ·:Jhrist as their Friend, Lord, 

and SaviorJ these lessons should help these '\7omen to solve mc . .ny of 
at the s~1Itie time 

their 1.Jroblens a ... '1d add new rmd fuller me::ming to their lives,l\relieving 

them of much of the foc,r o.nd worr~r \7ith which their lives. <:Te continu8.lly 

h e.unted. 

Bible studies, furthermore, should be adapted to the ability of 

the ·:iOmen. They should tE:J;:e into considerc;.tion the n::,rrmv horizons 

and l:::~ck of trainin13 nhich these <:;omen have h:::.d, but should at the 

s eme time instil in them the desire to develo_9, es:)ecic:.lly in Christ-

1 ike livingo These studies should heJ.J the women to consider their 

environment, to evalue.te it to discover in it things which they feel 

are not right, and should not only inSl)ire them v:rith 8. desire to cho.nge 

these conditions but should help them to do so. 

Eoreover these Bible Eltudies should gi,re the women e. vision of 

the possibility of n.n ever-groning religion~ ex:Jerience, should 

instil in them a desire to hc.ve euch c-:.n experience ::: .. nd should l!rovide 
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o p-~·)Qr-Gu.n:L ty for them -Go do so. This ':rill involve tr<dning the ':rom on 

to rer.d the Bible c-md to sing, to es-G?.blish Ctristic11 homes, to give 

their children ChTistic11 tr:--·ining, to hel·) tl1eir con.munities, especi[·_lly _ 

then1 to 

not only in their ovm femily or cla.l'l, but in their otvn nation rutd in 

its activities and in everyone oi a~l nationalities. 

In short, the Bible studies should attempt to enrich the whole 

life C.."ld eXlJerience of th€; Ghristic,.n '.70li1Gl1 of rur:.J~ South Ghina and 

tl1us rnake it n1ore l1leE:.l1i:r.1f~ful. 



PART II 

O'JT:r_,INE OF PROPOSED COURSE 0? :SIBLE S'I'UDTIS 



TI~RODUCTURX NOTES 

A. Organization o:r Material 

These studies are organized on the unit basis, that is they are 

organized around the pupil's experience and ehanges to be made in his 

personality rather than around a certain amaunt of information which 

he is to acquire; therefore they demand a change not only in methods 

but also in the organization of the materiiUs. Since the time devoted 

to one session is insufficient to achieve the desired changes in 

personality, the materials cannot be organized as separate lessons, 

but must be organized in units around certdin centers of interest and 

related experiences. These units must be :flexible and must extend 

over a number of weeks, so that they may be expanded or contracted to 

fit the occasion and the demands. C'onsequllltly the lesson will not 

necessarily be completed at the end of the session, the unit of work 

being completed only when the experiences, activities, materials, and 

methods have become eo interwoven in the pupil's experience as to 

help him in facing the problems and conditions of everyday living. 

Only then will the pupil have been guided ibrough "a complete act of 
1 

religious learning". 

OUtline of Courset 

UNIT I~ SEEING THE FAMILIAR IN A NEW JJ:GHT 
1. Seeing OUrselves as Women in a.New Light 
2. Seeing OUr Children in a New Light 
3. Seeing OUr Friends in a New Light 
4. Seeing OUr Bodies in a New Light 
5. Seeing Our Parents in a New_ Light 

• • • • • • • 

1. C:t. International Council o£ Religious Educationt Christian 
Education of Children, pp. 89, 152, 156 
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UNIT II. CHANGES JESUS MADE IN THE Wau..D 
1. Jesus' Advent in the. World 
2. Jesus' Power Over Disease 
3. Jesus' Power Over Evil Spirits 
4. Jesus' Power Over Sin 
5 • Jesus • Power Over Death 

UNIT III. LETTING JESUS CHANGE US 
l •. Letting Jesus Change OUr Hearts 
2. Letting Jesus Change Our Ways 
3. Letting Jesus aule Our Lives 

UNIT IV~ THINKING ABOUT GOD'S BLESSINGS 
.1. Evidences o£ GOd's Loving Ca.J!Ie 
2. God's <llilory ReYealed in Nature 
3. ®od' s llnessings and the Blessings of' the World 
4. Gratitude Due God tor His BJ.esings 

UNIT T •. PLEASING GOD IN OUR DEALINGS WITH OTHERS 
1. Paying Our Debts 
2~ Dealing Honestly 
3. @uarding the Tongue 

UNIT VI~ CHILDREN OF ONE FATHER 
1. Thinking About · Our. Country-
2. Showing OUr Love £or dur ~~untcy 
3. Learning About Those o£ other Nations 
4. Showing OUr Love for God's Children All Over the World 

:B. Suggestions Regarding the Use i;:t the Materials 

These lessons as planned have a twofold use. They can, in the 

:r·irst place, be used in training elasses £t~r Christian women. There 

the leading women of the church ean be taup-t how to use these lessons 

and be given suggestions £or teaching othe.a. This must, o£ course, 

'be supplemented by supervision £or the sake of helping and encouraging 

the women in the work of the Church. one It the most important 

elements o£ work among women o£ rural south China is the gaining of 

the confidence o£ the people through friendly visitation. Without 

t.his, other work can be o£ little avail. Many of the older missionaries 



"S~{lnp;:rtl1etic sU)ervision ~:11d fTiel1 
success of ::111 fonns of orgo11izo:tion. 
o rg:::niz~:_tio11 .::;nd c:.cti\rities for rtr:c8_l 

v·isit;:.tion 2~re e;:H3entie~l ..r~o tk1e 
'l:l1is is espocic~.ll~r true of 

~)BO)les, \7idely sc tered E:.s 
tl1eJ"" 1.1su::.ll~r c.re. Tl'1e tltter fc·~il"Llre of 211Ctl1~r effo2 ... ts for villr.:tgcs :.:u1d 
rtlrc.l me~sses is yrobe.bl~r dtJ.e !.?.1ore lc.rr,::ely to l2~ck of frie11dl:r 
visitntio11 e:nd e11cov.rn.gentcnt tl1c::r1 to e>11y otl1er factor. l.LJ..SSlOl1 
successes o11d failures r:.re intinw.tely reL1ted to tlleir provision for 
su:~)ervision and syn1pathetic hel~; for the ·:TOrke:cs ~'nd the local 
e.gencies stru.s;!linf; a1;nrt from the direction ~mel s.id of the centrc:.l 
institutions." 

those ',~,'orJ.en loe.ders she should not neglect to follo•.'f up this 'Hork to 

see •7h<=~t pro;;ress is being r::te:.cle e ... 11d to give help in tec.ching ·i:;hem to 

others. I:,:::.ny discouraging things vrill hox:len and tllese \Y00.len will need 

much encoura6ement. If the lleligious Educr:.tion Secretcry or ':!omen 1 s 

Secre-Go.ries of the Synod a..'1d Presbytery ·cvould te.ke an interest in the 

-rroj-ed:: 2nd m;;ke frequent trips to see how the less~o-aj:e; ~Jrogressing it 

·would probc.bly e.dd to the interest of the ':vomen. 

Having thus reo eived instruction, the outst:::.:::1ding ·:w:,wn of the 

church should then teD.ch the lessons to the Christis.n vromen in their 

oym or neighboring villc:ges. A large sheet is pre-:)c'red in connection 

'.'Tith e2.ch unit for the c:romen to t2.ke ho:ne and po.ste on their walls. 

=-r'11ese sl1eets cor.:t~.~.1.11 8~ syn1bol, a fei.7 l3.rge Cl1inese cl1cut:;.,cters, a 

Bible verse, <:..nd e. stc.u1ze. or chorus of 8. h~''lnn. All of the hymns used 

have been selected from "Hymns of Universr:.l Praise". The sheets 

1. Jerus8.lem Leeting of the Internt:.tionr:.l £,:issioncry Council, Vol. Six, 
PP· so--~n 
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being thus pasted upon the walls will be aeen a number of' times during 

the day not only by the women but by other members o~ the family, as well, 

and in this wa:y any spare time which these people have may be used in 

learning the characters, verses, and hymns. In many cases the children 

who attend school can he~p teach their mothers. These sheets can be 

used in family worship and are so simple that even the old ladies and 

the small children can soon learn to take some part in the worship. 

Non-christian Neighbors and relatives who come to call wil~ notice the 

sheets and ask about them, thus offering an opportunity to tell them 

about Christ and to share with them what has been learned. 

'lllie stories ~or use with the first two lessons in Unit One have 

'~' 
b>een 'Carefully prepared as a pattern. I-t:i.is suggested that the teachers 

themselves prepare the stories for the su"eeding. lessons according to 

these patterns. 

a. Suggestions Regarding Teaching Methods 

All of the materials used in these units should be very closely 

e onnected with the interests and experiences o:f the pupils. Only 

those which have a very definite applicatioa to the women's interest45 

and the problems which they are f'acing shiuld be used. The lessons 

should start with some specific problem or experience which the 

women are facing at the time. The women should be lead first to 

accept the teacher's purpose as involved :In the various units and 

t,hen given the opportunity to plan under the guidance ot the teacher 

ways of carrying out these purposes, to carry them out as a cooperative 

enterprise and to judge the value of that which is done. For 

example, a discussion may be conducted on the problem which the women 



81 

are facing and as a result o£ this plans may be made as to what 

materials and procedure shall be used. Tlle project wU~ then be 

earried out and upon its completion the women will discuss the 

value of' the project and the principles o£ lasting value which 

they have discovered through the study. llforeover, they should be 

stimulated to form the habit of putting into practice that which is 

found to be of value. 

All of' the materials used should be such that the women themselves 

can use them. The stories should be tauglit in such a way that the 

women can go home and retell them to their children or to some friend 

or neighbor in an interesting manner. 

The materials memorized should be ~are£ully explained to the 

women so that they will be meaningful to them and so that they w;_ll 

~e able to be applied to their daily expejienc es. It has been .:found 

true that one can recall that which has been learned with meaning. much 

easier than that which has been learned without being understood. 

Memory work which is a part o£ the women's experience will interest 

them more and they will see more reason £fir learning it. In the 

process ot memorizing as many associations as possible should be made 

with the passage to be learned. That is, ~he materials memorized 

should be connected with as much of the women's experience as 

possible, things they have been thinking about, discussing, and 

deciding. I£, for example, the verse which is to be memorized is 

connected with a vivid description or story, a song, proverb, or prayer, 

or some commonplace illustration from daily life, all of which intensity 

its meaning it will be remembered much more easily than if learned by 
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to ~.'ttlJ.Ctiol1 i11 -tb.eir o-.-r.a lives. 

~.:: otn1d .for it, si.:tCl1 as us it in ct 

~o soueone else. e tl1s 

s cverr~.l t After a cert• in 

I" sci te it a Ylurnber of ti;:<·les i11 tU1lSOl1. 

to kee~J it i11 rni11d. It -:7ot1lcl be r;ell to 11c;:v··e -tb.e 1.70HlCl1 follo~:.!' the 

t 11e 1.1r1its tll.e~r sl1ottld be Cl1courctged to sl1c::~re tl1ct t.7llic}l t11ejr lla"~te 

1 
1 ec;rned vri th others. 

:D'requently the <.!omen should be given OIJ;>ortv.ni ty to report on 

the progress r;hich they hc.ve ~Jeen :''.ble tc me.ke. :;];acl1 period some 

definite a.ctivity should be suggested to the ':ro:Tlen to perform during 

The songs, chs.ro.cters, s~rm.bols 2.nd pictures should also be ce.refully 

expld.:1ecl so ths.t tl1e '.70'1len 1.7ill fully underst:;<nd them, themselves, ~md 

be o.bl e to exple.in them to others. 

The :9upils will be more interested in·:their work if the s<:une 

procedure is not folloYJed each session and if there is V<:'.riety in 

the mc.terio.l cmd in the form of mc:.terial used in ths different 

sessions. 

• " ., eo • -· • •. 

1. Cf. Carrier: I-~o-r: S~:eJ.l I Letirl1 to T'es.cl1 :leligio:n, pp. 134--194 
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Eost irn::_Jortont of all, however, is thct the toccchor herself 

material 2.nd thorov.ghly interested in hel~Jing the v;omen uhom 

D. Sv.ggestions R.eg8.rcling Sup~)lementecry l,~a.terials 

J:,~uch 1'fill be added to the presentc::.:.tion of the lessons if 

suito.ble pictures s.re used to illustrate ee.ch one. The Christian 

Literature Society and Chine-. Sundr.y School Union are very much 

interested in l)r];paring pictures suitable for such use ano. pictures 

could probe.bly be found thc.t are pre·_Jr:red espeeially for use vJith 

the Chinese. Some very fine pictures of everydoy hon1e life are 

also obtaino.ble from the Christic:m. Literature Society. If possible 

it nould be of 2c.dvanto.ge if a picture could he provided for each 

woms.n to take home end paste on the \'iall beside the lesson sheet" 

Having the music '<'fritten in mmwric::'.l form to go with each 

song vrould e.lso be helpful. The ',cromen might thus become interested 

in lercrning to rec.'.d the music. The hymn books include this form 

of music and m.ost of the schools tee.ch it to the children. The 

music could be written on the blackboard or it would be even better 

if es.ch woma.'1 might have e. copy to tolce home with her. A se1nple is 

included below: 

ICey of F 4/4 

3 l2 3 12 \ 3 5 3 J 3 l2 3 .5, " 21 f") l !t-~~-f f~· ~J, ~~ ~ ~, rt ~ jri M --
:_¢ .;'--~; i;,~- ~ 3/ ~ Q ltr-~-t--11 
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In certain lessons suitable Chinese proverbs, taken from 

"Chinese Proverbs" by Searbourough and Allan, have been suggested. 

'!he teacher will probably be able to add many well known Chinese 

sayings which will increase the meaning of the lessons and add to 

the women's interest in 'them. In some eaeea, the women themselves will 

perhaps be able to contribute others. 

Helpful stories and articles may be obtained from the "Happy 

Childhood", "Women's Star" or other magazines • In some instances 

t.he women themselves with the help of the teacher can read and 

report on magazine articles. 
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.tlim: To help the ;;:omen to see those relationships w·hich have become 
familiar to them in a new and Christifm light end to !:tdr:pt their 
lives to these new meo:mings., 
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LO.VE 

T'Jrou shalt loYe the Lord thy G'oc! with all thy he8.rl, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
Thou: shalt loYe thy neighbor a.s thyself. (Matt. 22.:37,39) 

"Blest be the tie that binds 
Ou:r hearts i.'1 Ghrist ian love: 
The fellowship of' kindred minds 
Is like to that above." (R''O., 318 
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tl1e~r tl1in.k c:.-Yld believe is i:l11_JOrtr.~2Tt. 1l1 o 8}.7S:.kel1 :=t se11se of 
respo~'lsibilitj~ t~:.rough -Gl1e ree.lizi:rtio11 tb .. :-.:*t ec'lcl1 \70E1EU1 b.as e .. 
part il1 tlle ~7ork of C~od t s 'l-~ingdor.n. r_::o c:.rOi...l .. se a clesire to le8.rl1 

2~11d to kl10YJ l101.7 tl1ey co2.1 l1el~) to estt.:;.blis11 God's ICi~1gclorn 011 
eartl1. ·. 

C l1i:nese C:;_stonl In-r1olved.~ ~~'l1e l1s .. blt of COl1s:teteri11§; Yton1e11 e11d c;irls 
uni211J?Orte.nt; of thinking tl1em to be un2.ble to leEJ.rn; ~md of 

11 oldi11g v.rl1nt ·GJ.1.ey tl1i11k to ~oe ct EH~tt er of i11diff erenc e. 

Source Lio:t erial s: 
Story: Jesus in the IIome of I;:e.rthe_ ?ncl i,Io.ry (Luke 10: 3i3-LL2) 
L:en1ory Pc .. sso£e~-· t:attl1o7: 22:37,39 
Il~rrn11: uBlest B'c tl1e 'rie ·r118t Bir1dst1 (~'To. 318) 

Su~~)1)1er1e1Yt~:.ry· t~c..t erials: 
Syn1bol; I'l1e Yi11 c:.11d Ya:11g, s~s:1bol of tl1e ~712-le ~::.11d fen1n.le 11ri11Ciples. 

The origin of all things is considered to rest on these two 
princi:c=;les; hence tl10ir signii'ic<::.nce in the universe. 

Cht;::_racter~··'t ~ove, c-!1~'-_de up of one !'r1t:~rk re1?res:~1ti~g. o~e God'/ 
Under tlns 9re tr1ree marks represent~ng -cl:.e ·-'-'rln~ty •'.1. 
'J:'his is sepo~~c::i:;ed by a ;:1ark re)resenting EeEcven ,--? • 

B ~ r- • • • ' ' -1- · • ' ( · • • 1 • \ ' e.Lo\-.r ;:leaven ~s -cne numan near v •\:J. your neer-c 2'l1G_ :n~ne; o 

:md below· the he::;xt are ::1311y men /.fl.- Love is the right 
relation ship of -Lhe hec_rt to God :::.nd to one's fellow men. 

Pictures: 
Jesus in tLe nome of hic_ry ond E~::_rtha 
other pictures of •:;omen norking around the home 
Pictures of ''·'omen doctors c11d nurses 
Pictures of -.-romen te::c.chers 

Acldit ional Sc ri-::;ture References: 
Proverbs 31:10-31 
Luke 8:2-3 

Additi011tll IIynL'lls: 
"Ye -.·.·omen ·;-!orshippers of God" (?ro .. 423) 
"Jesus Loves Ti:eu {:Io. 456) 

Illustl~ctti·ve C:>tories; 
The story of Liencius' moJcher moving her home twice in order 

to find e, suit.8_ble locu.tion in 1vhich to raise her son. 
The story of l~aclam Sung's influence upon her d<:cughter and 

upon General Chia11.g Kai Shek, her daugilter 's husbs.:'ld. 
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Sttggested Class Procedure: 
In or'der to i11troduc e ti.tis 1.111it the s~nnbol , tl1e yi11 oxtd :,rc,_,_Ylg, 

1nc..:,r be sl1o"l~7n to t}1e ~_7o::-ae11. C,j1d the~r T.J8~~{ be 2 ... sked t11e raecn1i11g of this 
s ~,r:rnbol. J~l t11oug11 it is e. \rery c OEm10l1 s;.rrnlJol ~ n12.11y·. of {.he -~~ron1e11 :.-:ill 
~; robFbly 1~11o~ ... l iiotl1i11g t.'tbOtlt its rer~~ Elen:ning. Tl1e origin.al n1ec:11ing 
rn::_y· be e:<~Jlr>.ined to tl1er:1 c:nd c.lso -tb.e dee~)or t:1~,t it sho'.vS 

tb.o.t botl1 tl1e ::1r.le ?.~13 :fe~l!r:..le c.ro o: ir~11_:rortc:.~(~ce ~-Ja.y 1Je o_clC1ed. 
'I'l18 cb .. r~r::.Cter for lo-ve :~12 .. y· t11e1:1. 1;c sl1o~.711 :··:.:1d ~~-ts '::ee.}er 
c.::·:)lC:.iJ.1ed. Tl-1e Bible ver;:s :le.:t be recited 8.r:c1. O)~)li?.il1Gd. ;.i. cliscussiol1 
~1 f:_~- f ollo~,7 :";~s to -:.7;-lr:d:. .;:_~ ... e s OEle o-tb.er VE.ll""':f c o~~r:lo~~! s ll1 our ev~Jr~·-

d~.~~}:- life ~.~rit}J. -:.7~1ich t,7c }l~,~,ve Oeco~·:~e so f~~.:-;lil:Lnr tl1~;.t 1:.re 110 

11ct.ice tl1ern. -:.",1"o211e:1, c~1.ildre11, f:rioi:lcls, 011r bodies r'.l1cl Ou.r ):'.re11ts 
r!l~~r oe ~:cJOl'lb t}l6 tl1i1~gs ::!1e~1tio:.1fSdo '.='11e 1.70E18ll ~"flr,_y tl1e1i. be led to 
Cecide to st;tld:r t~·:ese !:loro :r·ul.lj;-- for tl1eir rec::~ n1.eB.i1i11g. T11e fr~.ct 
:TIC·~Y 0o trc>i..tt;h.t out tL.~~:.t tl1is :1ev·.r ::J.1e::·: cor:1es e.s o. res·ult of 01...J .. r 

~.r!.l e 

be sun.§.~ :.:11d explained. 

"I. • . 

O.lSCV~SS1.011 t1~l}' CCi.~18 

tec..cl1cr El;~;.y le::.d. t.J1o 
tl1e \70r1d o::1d ~.-.rl1nt 

tl1c ch.rt.iGs 
of tl1s -:."to~·:leE ti1ol11sel·ves Z'~.1d t~1e sig11ific.:.-nce of t}:..eso 6.v.tics. ~l1is 

:.-nc_·y le~·.d to ,;_ 5~iscttssio~'1 of i101.'7T -Gl10ir v.ror~c CC!l1. be :~lC:J:le rnore 
brin;; ou.t tl'1e ide::.. of do inc; 011e' s ~{,rork becatlse of lOve fo:t 

thus 
Oe iirtroclucGcl., -Cho 11ecessity of lovins: Gorl. nnci ~~1e11 and of 
1.70rl:i:1[; to;;ether in c;_ s~:d.rit of love. The story !!18.J be told sho,:ring 
h 01.-r Jesus thought '.7orJen c-rere im~}ort::c:21t and took time for them. 

ILdditio112.l J~cti\:itios: 

is 
2 .. yle~c e for thet:1 il1·~- t!1e -:.7ork of I-:is lCill[~dorno 

Prajror for guidc:.!.1ce, God rTill shov; ·rillat Ire 
~\7isl1Gs e~:~c}1 011e to Q_<) ru1cl give strengtl1 2.11d 
~ .. "Jisdon1 to do it 

Learning to sine the song in order to -Ge::·.ch other 
~.701::1en i11 t~1eir l1on1es 

Listening -Go the story in order to be able to 
cerry at le;:,st the me~·ning to other \70:.-aen 

Discussion: 

"::nlc_t C[:l1 -:.,-e do to help ests.blish t~-.te l'Cil1f;dOE1 
of Hec.ven on eG.rth? 

Thinking of 17hs.t it mesms to love God ;;;ith o.ll the 
heart, soul c,nd mind 

Decision on tl1e }12"rt of e2cch 1.70l:12cl1 to find some 
one thing in tl:eir ·,-rorlc ·t.rhich -1;~1ey o.re 
going to im·:)rove tl1is \7eelc 

Suggested Story Fonn: 

Lia.rtl1e ... ~.7as ex.cited, for co1n:;2J1~r ~.72~S co:-nil1g to l1er l1on1e 
ths.t evening. Sne w:~.s esJ_)ecit::.lly excited bec:o~use it '.72c"' not ordinc'.l7 



89 

c 0111lJ[U1Y, but very s)ecic:.l c ompsJ1JT. J ssus, \7ho "(.7e11t s..bout tbrotlgh 
t l1e •lillo.ges l1ectlinr; tl1e sick, 8.11d ter::tcl1i11g s~Oou.t tt1e lCi11gdon1 of 
I·iee ... ve11, l101.v peo1-=:le sl1ou.ld Jove their e11ernies 8l1d tll.s~t )ec:~ce :ne.ls:ers, 
1.vero blessed, Yrc:.s to be l1or guest. She '.vss especir.lly ha~JPY to ho.ve 
Il im come, becc:.use He vrc.s e. friend of hers 2nd of her brother Le.zarus 
s.'nd l1er sister L~ctry. li:s.rtl1o. probr=._bly took t:rer~:t to sY:eep 
her house nice ond cle<m. Possibly she killed a chickm'! s.nd prepared 
rna113r vegetableso Sl1e "-.7E.s very· busy 1Jre:q~--~ri11.g for l1er gu.est. .t~er 

sister, },lr.ry, y::~s very :mtch excited too, l;ut she ·:'!s.s ::10t so ;nuch 
interested in cleB.:'!ing the house o.ncl pre:)c:_ring s. big m.ec:~, c.s she 
i.7Cts i21 tl1inki11g Of tl1e ~70l1clerfu.l teecl1ing t110.t sl1e i.72 .. s Stlre Jesus 
·t:ould brinr; them. She ;-;ondered \7hc',t He ,,,;ould to.lk a1Jout this evening 
while Ile vras L1 their home. She ,-;as o.lvrc.~rs very ho.~;py ·,-rhen Jesus 
c ::::me, because He tc:~ked to them so kindly end tr.ught tl1em so mMy 
wonderful things, 211d told such interesting stories. Ee never 
looked dovm upon her b0cause she ems a ·xomr:c11. 

Fil1c1ll~r tl1e honored guest e.rrived. .A.fter greetir1g I-Iira, l.lartl1a 
rushed back to the kitchen to finj.sh cooking the food ~mel setting 
the table, but her ?ister sat EJ.t j·esus' feet listening very intently 
to c:.ll thc.t lie h2.d to sr~y. She did not wa.nt to :niss c._ single nord. 

l.Iartha ho.d been rrorking very herd all dcq ::mel w~::,.s very "Glred. 
It is possible th[;:.t she WD.s so rushed th:c:.t things C::.icl not. r.::o as she 
o~nmted them to go. Possibly some of t.~,e food burl1ed '."Ihile she '.78.S 

bv.sy -rritl1 sor1etl1ing else., 
11\'i!:q doesn't my sister come DJ1d help me? 11 

8 ;1 e thought angrily. 
Finally she could st;:;md it no longer, but rushed out. and said 

to ~Tesus, 
11 \Don 't you care t£1,:;t my sister has left me to do ull the work 

c¥l011e{ '.'"Jb.3r do;.t 't :J'Oll tell l1er to corne s.ncl l1elp nlt/(tt 

J esu.s replied ver;I ki~1dl:r, uL~ttrt11c::~, i·.:=s~rt11Et, you 8X'e 2~l1~·:iCJus ru1d 
-,rorried s.bout ::1211:1r things, h.tt L:o.ry h8.s chosen the one ir:r;Jortt:tnt thing 
-:trb.ic11 cr::2111:ot be tr.Jcen. fron1 her." 

J estls didn't feel t11::-b 8.11 s. -:.70E18J1 -:I~-._s ;~:ood for ·.7a::~ to -:.vork ~t 
tel r·~:1d coo~:-:ing. =re c o~1sidsred ti1e.t it \7~·-'.S ver~r in1lJort:~·!1t tl1:::#t 
sho should le~_Tn o.nd es)e.cil''.lly ths.t she should J.erTn c.;_,)otrl:. God 1 s 
lCix1gdom a11d tl1e ~Jart 'Jl1icl1 s11e 118.8 to do i11 the l::in2~do2YI. 
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Unit I: Seeing the Familio_r in e. New Light 

2. SZEiliG OUR CHILD?.El'J IH ..:-t NZ~.7 LIGHT 

Aim: To help the women to realize that their children are precious, 
a trust from God. To lead them to a desire to learn how· to 
properly train their children. To furnish materials for use 
in teaching the-children, such as Bible stories, verses, songs 

and characters. 

Life Situation InvolYed; 'L'11e lack of feeling of res_::)onsibility to give 
the children religious training. 

Source Llat eria~s: 
Story: Jesus and the Children (liil?,rk 10:13-16) 
l,iemory Passage: Matthew 22: 37,39 • 
Hymn: "3lest Be the Tie that Binds" (:·To. 318). 

Supplement~lry Liaterials: 
Pictures: Jesus cmd the Children. 

Children 2.t work ru'ld i)lay, 
l£:othors, es·9eciD.lly ·~· Ghi;1ose motl1ers teaching 

tl1eir cl1ildren to pre.y e .. nd ret:.6. the Jible(' 

Additional Scri)ture References: Mo.rk'l0:14, 
Detlt. 6:4-7: 

Additional Hymn: 

Suggested Class Procedure: 

Ps. 127:3~ 
I\'iEtrk 9 ~ 36, 37 It 

(
-- L!-~\ ,\,o . ·'"' ·~ J -· • _vu 

As the \7omen come in some may be interested in reviewing that 
which they have learned and in receiving help on difficult pe.rts. 
Some ;.nay be interested in looking 8.t the pictures. The conversation 
me.y be directed to their ho:-.1es r'nd hovJ :c:f.''.l1Y children they h::we, whether 
they :::.re ·boys or girls, ho1.7 o1~1 they c.re v.nd other reL.t ed ::1r,.tters. 
r,: o st of the older children "·rill ~wo ~X" bly oe att e::1ding school and the 
t e8~Cl1er CBl1 lee .. rl1" 1Jl11c~.t grc: .. des t11oy c..re il1o T11is ::.TIC<.:r les~d up. to a 
d iscu.ssion of methocls of trc:,ininc; children 211d ·-che O.iffic1..1.lties \~rhich 
tl-ie \70!!1en r'.re navJ.ng in traini~1g their ch:i.ldren. A decision to study 
s orne simple book on :!1eti10ds of training children, or the study of 
articles in mag::,_zines on the r2.isins of children :nay result. -Some of 
t, l1e 1.70inen 1ncty 1)e able to reE:.d articles i11 the tt~::_;·on1el1' s ·stctr" or s:L"-11ilc:~r 
magazines cmd re:gort on them. This may s.lso lead to the desire to 
1 earn songs, ancl stories to tee.ch t}1uir children. A short worship 
service may be held in order to hel:) them to pre:9c:.re :for conducting 
family YJorship in their own homes. The hymn rnay help them to have the 
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desire that their whole family shc,_ll be united in Christian love , 
CLYlcl this may le::-ccl them to plcn hovi they may teach their chilclri:m to 
1 ave God and mru1, as suggested in the memory passage. They i:nay be 
h el2)ed to see tn:c,t according to the symbol both ;ne.le and female are 
imDort;:mt o.nd girls are just as L'Yll)oi·toJ.1t as boys and need love and 
tre.ining just e.s much r::.s the boys do. 

Additional Activities: 
Discus~ion of pictures. 
Learning the hy,:m, "Suffer the Children" to teE.ch their 

children. · 
Consideration of the memory passc,_ge and its application to 

their lives, leading to the lee.rning of H ·in order that 
they may constantly a~;ply it to their a.ctivities. 

Discussion of things Jesus 1 mother must have taught Him. 
Discussion of how Jesus vrould have us train our children, 

leading to the decision to at·l;em~Jt to apply Ol16 nevt 
thing tha:t they have learned to the:~:- ·tndning of their 

· children during the week. 
Prayer, thru1king God for children who mo.ke this world ~'- much 

hap)ier o_Jlo.ce in which to live and asking for ~:visdom ru1d 
guideJ1C e in tro.ining the children ace ording to God's vrill. 

Retelling of the story pre:_:mratory to Jcelling it to their 
children. " 

Report of prot;rE.Oss made in cerrying out resolutions during the 
past vreek. 

Suggested Story Form: 

Some of the children in a little to\71'1 in Palestine \"/ere very 
happy. They had ·oft en heard about a v1onderful lilan, called Jesus,· \vho 
went about healing people, making the blind see, the lame Yiallc, and the 
d eB.f hear. He had even cured lepers and brought dead people back to· 
life.· They had heard,too, that Ee told wonderful stories, and taught 
in a way that v1as entirely different from the way the other teachers· 
taught. He was so kind and loving. For a long ti.me these children had 
wished that they might see Ei.m, and tode.y He was really coming near 
their to,;m and their mothers had promis eel to take them to see Him. Ho1v 
happy they were! They could hardly vrait to wB.sh t.heir fc:.ces and put 
on their prett~r clothes to go 1':4):1 se~ Him. I im:::,gine t.hat. some of 
the older children rru1 ahee,d, possibly they picked some flouers to 
give to J. esus. The mothers carried the smaller children. Eov1 they 
hoped that Jesus might take their children in His 8.rms B.nd bless them., 
Soon they sav.J a crowd of people coming up the road. It must be Jesus 
coming, for ·c.rhei~ever He -\7ent me .. ny people crovrr.!.ed around Ei.m. Yes, it 
was He, for they saY! His kind face ~mel heard His kind· voice. Eagerly 
they rushed for-vn?.rd ru1cl attempted to come nee.r to Eim. But they 
stopped suddenly, for some men pushed them rudely aside and said 
e"ngril~r, 

"':i'l1.y do you bother the te::;.cher? 
you see thc~t He is busy teo.chil1g en~. 
to bother with children." 

Tc,ke the children army. Ca_fl 't 
he2.ling people? He hasn't time 



Sadly they turned away. Tears crune to the eyes of some of the 
women. They had ho)ed the.t Jesus '\Yould take their children in His 
arms, e.nd here they were not even r:.ble to go nee~1 to Him. Some of 
the children begs.11 to cry. Suddenly they stopped c;.nd turned back 
·aith joy, for they heard Jesus' kind voice say, 

"Don 1t send them a1.-,ray. 'Suffer the little children to come 
unto me m1d forbid them not, for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.' 11 

Eon hs_;,;py they were as they turned back and ;7ent to Jesus. he 
took some of the children in Eis arms and blessed them. It was an 
experience •:rh:Lch they vrould remember e.ll their lives. Jesus even 
though He '>"Jr:s Yery busy, c onsicJ.ered tho.t children were im·~·or·bnt 
enough for Him to tc.ke time from His '.7ork to riotic e l:mcCble~ss them.· 
E e l:'riew tlw.t some d9y they ·:nSuld be. big men· arid '7omen and m1less they 
learned to be good while they \Vere children, it might be too late 
when they vrere grown up. 
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Unit I Seeing the Fs.miliar in a J:;;ew Light 

Aim: 7o lec.d the i':rom.en to ree.lize the iln;Jortm1ce o:f.' sel0cting good 
friends, both for themselves e.nd their chiJ.dren. 'l'o help the 

vron1e11_ to assru11e the respo11sibility for l1el1Ji11g tt1eir frie11ds 
to become lJe·tter women. 

Life Situation Involved: The Christir:~1 vromen are often l0d by their 
,..,, • + • .r.o • • ' • 1 • ]1:CI 1 1 1 non-'".llrJ..s uJ..Gl1 _,:rlmlCls "CO g2'.m.iJ e, gossJ..;;), 011c,.. use O< .c, a:1guLge. 

S onrc e Li~"Lt erials: 

St-ory: l)::t"ttid 211cl Jo21~tl12.11 (I' Sc1~1~ 18:1-5, 20: 1-42 c_nd .II Sr:TD .• S:l-8) ~ 
L1ernory Passt:ge: Lio:tthm·t 22: 37,39. 
I·Iyr(lJ.1! n31est Be the- ~~ie ~l1ctt B'i11ds" (:·To. 3l.S) 

Sup~i~ementary Es:teri:}.ls: 

Pictures: 
David e.nd J onathm1. 
Tl.uth Md ... ~c,omi. 
Pictures of children 211d of adults hell'ling ec:.ch Jther. 

Additionc;l Scripture References: 

'.~l1e Book of l-=tt1th., 
Prov~ 16:28,:~9, 

Prov. 17~17 
Prov. 27:6. 
John 15:13, 
John 15:14 . 

.rl.dditional Hymn~ 

"I've Found cc Friend 11 (~To. 498), 

Chinese Proverbs: 

";;. '.'Jell..;knorm friend is 2. tres.sure." 
"You c:::u1't separc:te firm friends. 11 

11 Friendship :nust rest on goodness rather thm1 gcdn: if on 
gsdn it ':dll not be perm8l1ent". 

Illustrative Incident: 

An old Africcm woman once said to her neighbors who ''Come to 
c alJ. on her, "God is here in my house. ~'}hen you come in, leave outside 
careless thoughts c11d ;;wrds, jealousy, unkindness, and quarreling, for 
I do not '."!ant you to drive Eirn out". 



94 

Suggested Class Procedure: 
As the vmmen gs.ther, i:f they h8.ve e.ttempted us:i.ng any of the 

m ethocls they have leernecl in t ee.ching their children, they may be 
e s.ger to report on t:hem. This mo.y lec.cl to a discussion of the kind 
o·f friends their children have, of the VEcr:Lous influences in the· 
environment in ,-;hich they live, a..11d of their o·:m friends. .A discussion 
may then be conducted on the kind of friends v;e would like to he.ve 
and like our children to have. Ways in which they con help their 
friends me.y then be discussed and definite plm1s made, including the 
learning of ·songs, stories ru1d Bible verses to tes£h some friend or 
friends. PlEms for visiting those ·who need friends may be made. 
Cornmittess of two or three to e.rnmge for this m2.y be appointed. 
The idea of trying to bring our friends to lmov1 God because of our 
love for them ru1d :for G.od may be brought out in connection with the 
h~rmn and memory pe,ssage. 

Addition::: .. l Activities: 

Practicing ths retellh:1g of the story in order to tell 
it to some friend~ 

Discu~ssio11 011 ... ~1i1E:t is r::~ trtle frie:t1cl 2.11d u·po11 YJl-H~tt basis 
ue ~hould ~elect our friends. 

l!iaking of resolutions c:.nd pL.ns to sho·,'i friendliness 
to certsdn peo::;:>le c7ho need friends. 

Phmning to visit some sick person o.nd conducting a 
short service in their home, using the materif•.ls 
1 eo.rnecl. 

Re~)orts on progress :mo.cle in trc.ini11g ~.:;heir children. 
Prayer of thanks.:;iving for our friends rmd s.sking that 

we mc-q become better friends to those around us. 
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Unit I Seeing the Familiar in a i·Je;;r Light 

4.. S:8;EING OUR BODIES IN A J:JE':J LIGHT 

Ainu To help the Yromen to realize thd our bodies are a trust from 
God; th8.t God has established certain le:ws of health; that 
it is our resgonsibiliiy to obey these lm~:s. To le2,d them 
to a desire to leo.rn more about the le.ws of h:rgiene. 

Condition Involved: T.he lack of.knovlled.ge on the part of.the v1omen of 
the laws of hygiene cmd proper C8.re of their bodies. 

Source Materials: 

Story: Daniel Refuses the King's Dainties (Daniel 1:1-21). 
rJemory Passage: lv1atthew 22:37,39.· . 
Hymn: "Blest Be the Tie that Binds" (Ho. 318) 

Supplementary J,Ie.terials: 

Pictures: 
Daniel and His Three Friends. 
Pictures of foods that are good for building up the bodies. 
Health Charts • 

Additi0l1al· Scri·)ture References: 
Jer. 35:1-19~ 
I Cor. 6:19. 

Additional Hymn: 
11Take My Life emd Let It 

Suggested Class Procedure: 

Be" 
' 

Stanza 6 3l3)o 

Hygiene posters, procurs.ble from the circulating librc~ry or 
B'or;.rd of Nations~ Health may be hung around the room when the women 
arrive. These mo.y be explained CLl'J.d a doctor or nurse may tell them 
something about the simple rules of hygiene. A discussion iilay follow 
on how they ce.n carry out these rules ,.1hich they have learned and 
the realization thrd~ to really become effective many of the rules 
of hygiene must be carried out by the whole community. This may lead 
to a desire to tell their neighbors of vrhat they have learned e.nd to 
enlist them in the plan of c:=~r:rj:ing out the rules. Plans may be made 
for doing this. A worship service :nr.y then be conducted, centering 
o_round the ides. of pre.ying for God's blessing in cm'rying out this 

~' . .j.. 1, L1 .L '.L ' proiect. The hynm and Bible verse m8y be used uO SHOW ·1Ji1£•.v J..v J..S 
- <.1 • , • • '..!- n l ', .L t' 1 1 l..!-1 o-" -!-11.6 only as we work toge~ner ll1 a splrJ..~.o OI _ove ~na~ i1B nea_vn ~ w 

• • • 1 • ' .1. • - - .L ,..L • .~. T'" t,., r-· np" be c orr1Tntll1l0Y cm1 oe Lrnproveo. vo 8-Vl.f Grer:_v eAuenv. lJ.e s ·...~ y ·-'--.J 
• 1 ' '..!- • ..L ..!- ..~. c~re -f'or used to shovr h0\7 one yov.ns; T:18.21 cons1.c.ereo. l.v lmporvc.nu uO "'· -
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hid body. This may be related to the lessons regarding children 
by asking them what kind of training they consider that Daniel's 
mother gave him. The additional Scripture references may be used 
to emphasize the fact that each individual is responsible for taking 
care of her body which is a trust from God. 

Additional Activities: 

Seeing water under a microscope 
Reports on simple magazine articles on hygiene 
Keeping a hygiene chart. As the women cannot read; these 

charts should be made with pictures to illustrate the 
things which they are to do, e.g., a picture o£ a 
toothbrush £or daily brushing of the teeth, two pairs 
of chopsticks one pair to dip into the main dishes and 
one pair to use in putting the food into one's mouth. 

Planning a fly-swatting campaign 
Making of resolutions to carry out certain rules o£ hygiene 
Planning to teach their children certain rules of hygiene 
Prayer, thanking God for our bodies and the:t we may· be 

guided in giving them the proper care and that we may 
use them as God would have us use them. 
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Unit I: Seeing the Familiar in a New Light 

SEEil·TC: OUP:. PAP2:-ITS IN A l!E'.V LIGHT 

Aim: To help the women to see t.hc.t it is far mDre imporic.nt to show 
love a.'ld kinc1."1ess to our p::;.rents while they are living, tha..11 to 
go to grez.t expense to perform elabor::;.tc ceremonies after t.hcy 
are dead. 

Chinese Custom Involved: The careful observa.'1ce of all the minute 
details of a..11cestor worship, often after having made life miserable 
rfor the parents while they were alive. 

Source Materic:.ls: 
Story: Joseph Gares for H-is Father (Gen. 45:1- 4'7:12) 
Iiemory Passage: Matthevr 22:37, 39 
Eym .. 11: "Blest B~ the Tie that Binds" (iJo. 318) 

Supplementary Ma.terials: 
Pictures: 

Joseph ','!elcoming liis Fb.ther 
Pictures illustr?:ting the showing of kindness to the aged 

Addi tionu.l Scripture References: 
Prov. 23:22 
Eph. 6:1 
Ex. 20:12 

Additional Hymns: 
"Honour Thy Fb.ther and Mother" (No. 
"Happy the Home 'Nhen G'od is There" 

Chinese Proverbs: 

426.) 
(no .. . 

"A filie~ son is the joy of his fdher~ 
"In all the classics filial piety and righteousness are 

considered of first im.portance. 11 

Illustraidve I11c ident: 
The grc..11dfather'in a certain home, who vie.s quite old, dropped 

his bowl while eating and broke it. His son gave hL'l1 
a wooden bowl to use at the next meal. The next day the 
father found his small boy v;hittling a piece of wood e..nd 
asked hi111 whe.t he was doing. The boy replied, "I 'm 
prep;;ring a bovrl for you to use when you become o1d like 
grandfather". · 

Suggested Glass Procedure: 
One or two incidents may be selected to tell about po.rents vy-ho 

have not been well tre::;.ted or even mistreded by their children. A 
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discussion may be conducted on hov: children should treo:t their parents. 
The 1.3Jomen me.y be e.sk&d how they would like their children to treat them 

s.nd the story of the boy preparing a bowl for his father t.old. T'11e 
,,ramen will probe.bly be able to quote proverbs and well-knov::-n sc.~'ings on 
the subject. Exodus 2.0:12 may be used to show them what the Bible says 
s.bout hovr children should tred their parents and the story of ho':t 
Joseph treated his fBther ma~r be told., This may lead into a short 
worship period in which the women are shown that love should dominate 
ov.r tree.tment of our parents. In some cas€s the pc-trents vrill not be 
Ghristie.ns end through the song the '''omen me.y be brought to a feeling 
of responsibility a.Yld 8. desire to bring their p:e.rents to Christ. A 
discussio::1 of how they can help bring their pc:rents t.o Christ mB.y 
follow. 

Additiona.1 Activities: 
Reports o:n the progress made in carrying out the pla.Yls made 

throughout the unit. 
Preparation for conducting f::u11ily \'!Orship. 
Planning specific Tic.ys of showing love to pr:.rents. 
Pla.11ning a party for the l?arents a.nd older Christians 
Pre.yer of thanksgiving for the love of parents and prayer 

that we may show them tbe proper respect e.nd c:;;.re a.11d 
may live worthily of them. 



UNIT II 

CHANGES JESUS M".ilDE IN THE WORLD 

Aim: To help the women to see the great chenge which Jesus brought 
to the world and to realize that He is able to help them in 
every situat.ion. To lee.d them to accept Him as their Friend, 
L,ord, a..YJ.d Savior and to consecrate their lives to Hi.rn and 
His service. 
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wiTT II: CH.A.NG:SS JESUS lilADE IH TI:-IE V'TO?.LD 

For God so loved the \·torld, that Ee ge:ve Eis only bogot·cen Son, 
that whosoever believeth on Eira should not :;Jerish but have eternal 
life. (John 3:16) 

11Y!hat a friend '::e have in J. esus ~ 
All our sins :::md griefs to bear; 
'Hhat a privilege to carrr · 
:sv~e1;rtl1ing -co God i1'1 pr::1..y·er. 
Oh, 1;rhe.t peace we of-ten forfeit, 
Oh, v;hat needloss :·min \'!e bear -
.clll becctu.se "~7e do llOt carr~i 
.!:~very thing to God ix1 prayer. 11 (ilo. 5.05) 
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of 
Christn1c::.s. --_co l1el) ther1 to kncY.7 tb.e joy tl1t\t J. esv .. s 1 ~o:Lrtl1 

brougl1t to tlL!_s 1.7or1cl~~ To ler·_d. ·G}lsn1 to c\ desire to tell otl1ers 
of tTesus' c 2.:1d to s~l::.ro t~J.eir s -._-.ritl'l o-tllurs. 

Cl1i11ese Gv.sto1n IL.:il01 1.r.sd: co:~.1sider 

es~;eci?.ll;.r the 8, boy· ~s a 2~1on·Gl1 old 1 ~:: ver~r occa.sio11o 
Christr;ms he.s co:ne to mean e. ti'11e for receiving presents cmd 

seeing a progrrun rather thm1 a time :for tel2.ing the Cood ~h;;'.;'s of 
c l1ris-t r s birtr.~.. 

:3 ourc e 1Ef:..t er ie.l c ~ 
Stor~r: :tisit or·· t21e 
L:e1~1.or:r 1Terse: (.Jol·1:1 3;16 

(Lv.ke 2; B- :.;;0) 

- - u~--n -'- ~, · ., ...,.. :· It ( ~ · ·- !""\ r \ 
t~yTm1: .J;.'l::;~..., [_·_ .L··rJ .. e::.:ct ·.-.e ·1~r1ve 1..~1 ~osus .:.lo. JVJ) 

St.lYlJ l s:·.1e11-t c: .. r;{ L~e.-t eri:::.ls; 
Sy:;:'Jol: The Chinese L;ntern 

'" t11e:i .. r 'TrJ:y"". 

Chs..n~_cter~~ L:Lglrt, sj-r.l1Jol:Lzing tl1e 1ig!ri; 
tl1is+Wo-rld clrlr'k6l1ed by- dise8 .. Ge, evil 

Pictures: 
Tl1e ~risit of t1'1e .S.h.sgl::.ercl.s 
rrl1e \[isit of tl1e ':.7iso i,~el1 

C:i~.rist:nD~S cele0r::~_tiJ11S in dif~:erc11t 

~ddition~l Scri?ture ~e~erenceA: 
:.,'-~8'-tt • : 1; 2 3 
Job.11 
Is2 .• 
~:.ev· • 

00-.10 
11>..!...1. 

9:6 

• -1.dditio:1~~·~l 1-~y-.::rns: 

"Joy to the -.'lorld" (i.:o. 90) 

",_~Tllic}l u estls brottght into 
s)irits, si11 c:.11c~ clec:..tl1. 

"Lc.rk tl1e IIen:.ld Ang.els Sing (I:o. 91) 
"O Little '.i'o'.T!l of Betl:lehem" (~Jo. 34) 
"Silent ilight, E:>ly 11 (lio. 83) 

er, :~o Crib for 8. 3ecl 11 C'o. 452) 

Cl1i11ese ]?roverb: 
11A single lemp in 2, dark )lzo.c e is bott er than il2.uni::1co."t1ng 

r:~ sev·e11-storiecl ]_:<:-cone~. n 
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Sttggested Gl:?~Ss l:;roced.ttre: 
~11e ·rro111011 h~-~.vc .jttst ~)ee;.1 co:nsideri11g t.J.1c l1e~.7 liG~lt 'JlJj_cJ:!. 

Ct:ristir)_l1 love .. tl1ro;.7s .. V.)?l1 fc~.r:l~~-ie .. ~---- o~t~?~tse In st~~-rt ., tJ1e 11~\"l 
1.111it· ti1ey t.:\x:.y 1Je ttskoct -:.-Jl1cre t1.11.~ kiJ1rlf;-cJ..E:l1 lo-ve comes Iron1c II 
,., • " , .1.•~-- .!..'-·--·~ Jte ~-.A-- ''" '--" --· -'-·.· .. --"- "o" 'ov~s •1s "'l·e 0J.10 [;..l1S\7er lS ~oc. L..tl6.:.1 ~,.;;.:.e:./ may AL.vv! '''-'e !' .. 1J.O•.'J 1.;.:..!.;...0 t_r '<..!.. .J.,. \ v~ 1.. •• j_ J. 

memory verse. may be used in teLdn;; them e.bout G-od's greo.-test ''mi1ifest<·.tion 
of I~is love. 'i:l1e l2.11tern c.11d its 1.1.se ··it(~.y be discttGsr.;:d le~::.c~ir.:.g to tl1e 

. ' • 1 c ,.,, - t . . 1 " • l J.. ~ " l ' . l 1 1 t' fr;;~c-c ""G..:.l::~u t.J.O.rJ.S l8 L-{lG 1..1.g.flv 01 -c.f.~le -~7or a., c.s ~s a so Sll0\711 -:JY 11e 

0 l1e.ract.er. 3orne of tl1e cJ:: ... rl:ness i11 the ·-.-Torld ~-_1c ... y be lJrougJ:1t out 
tl1r:oucl1 corl\rersr.;.-tiol1, rcsv.lti1:1g i11 tl1e d.ecisio11 to le2.r11 11o~lr Jesus 
h elp:S. sc:'ctter this clr~rlmess. 'l'he song mr(t be introduced in -'chis 
connection. 

r:,l1is u11it !::lr:..y be tlsed eitl1er 11ec:.r Cl1ristrnas or .Ss.ster tirne. 
·r.11e cl1v.rcl1 ~;..l1d differe11t ir1stitv:tio11s 1:rill be _9re 1_Jc~.ring i_)rogram.s for 
this occ2.sion end the -,-;omel1 ms.y 1.7ish to h:::.ve e. )2,rt in this c elebr~:_tion. 
The hy·.mn, memory verse ru1d story me.y be lea.rned to oe used in this 
~)roGrmn. Any plons :no..de for such s. ~)rogrom should be st2.r-'ced a 
munber of weeks ol1ead of time 2.s the womEm lem~n very slo1.vly. Possibly 
a :.nonth or ;::ore '~rill be necessc'TY £'or them to prepare for the progr2m. 
The tec.chor mo.y desire to s)ond a month or r:1ore on the :i.wterials 
:_:Jrovided for i:-he fil"st soscdon under such circumst''.nces. 

If this unit is not used in com:.ection '7ith tlw Christmc.s 
progrc:m, f}ae teacher :n[,y stc~.rt o. conversc.tion on ho-.'! the day '.7hen ;:;_ 
boy is one 1:1onth old is celebr~:.ted. She 1i1o.y then toJ.l'the story of 
a baby ~"!hose birthdc..y is celebrated all over the world. This Eu:;.y· be 
f ollo';red by a discussion of hor1 .Jesus brinc;s light· into the world. 
The song mo.y be sung cmd explained and tho me wry verse recited o.nd 
ex:olained to tl1e rro_,·:len. Tlie~r r!1e ... y· '!.Yisl1 to leorn to si11g tl1e song cu1d 
recite the verse themselves. Pr2yer mc.y be offered tlle11king God that 
Jesus czme to this r;orld to bring light. 

Additional Activities: 
Thinld:1g of God's great love o.:nd ':Jays in 17hich Y!e can c:how 

our Jove for Him 
C onversc.tion a'oout •:;e.ys in rrhich Jesus has broucht light into 

tl1eir o·,,m lives 
Le2,rning of the s::>ng ";11.cray :in '-- Em1ger 11 to tee::ch ·their 

children 
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Unit II: Changes Jesus Made In the '.7orld 

2. JESUS' PO":JER OVER DISEASE 

ALms: To help the women to see the.t disease is not caused by evil 
spirits. To lea.d them to the ree.lization tho..t todc.y Jesus 
vrorks through the doctors and nurses in healing the sick. 

Life Situation Involved: The belief' thc:t disee.se is M.used by evil 
spirits o.nd the consequent submitting of the 92:tient to all 
ma:"lner of torture in the atte::19t to drive out these s~:lirits. 
Fer;_-r of t11e foreign doctors 8nd tJ1e 11ospitals. 

Source Materials: 
S+ory· Te"'t'Cl Heoli11ct t11<> "')J..'cl.r ft,r,.,,...1,. 1·20-?.1.) 

'J • t:..l " .... -t,_. -~ '-"•• --" Q .!- ..... > ..... \ ... A,_,,,I., ..... • ~ ._) -~ 

Memory Verse: John 3:16 
E ym ... 11: ~~"'flh:".t a Friend '.'! e Have In ,Jesus" (No. 505) 

Su?plements.ry Materials: 
Pictures: 

Jesus Healing the Sick 
Pictures of hospitals and of doctors e.nd 11urses cc.ring for 

the sick 

Additional Scripture Heferences: 
f!Ic;.rk 2:1-12 
I!'ark 5:25-34 
Luke 13:10-17 

Addit.iono.l Hym .. "'1s: 
"At ?ven 1.~r.0en 

"Thou to "7ho:n 

IllustrB.tio:'ls: 

+he S'lYl ' 7 "'c ~ qe+ " (tJo, .1. "',-1) v ... _.. •• ~..._ ......, <.1' \. • " - "' 

the Sick end Dying" (No. LJ:.?2) 

Stories of peo-:_1le they knovr i:;rho h~ve been c'LJ.red in the hosgitols 

Suggested Class Procedure: 
The '7omen m::w be ts.ken for 8. ·v-:Lsit to the hospitc.l, h2ving s.rrcmged 

':,;Jforehand vvith the ·:loctors sJ.1d nurses to shm-; them ,interesting cases 
nnd te11 them something o.bont. these c::~ses. If there Pre ~Jeople ;i..n the 
hos~~itr~l vvhorn the:r kno1.r1, the:r ::r!/::~:r visit tJ1ese friends$ R.etu.rnir1g fron1 

this trip they mB.y discuss c'lJ.se,::se e.nd its cause. This ms.y be connected 
with the lesson v1hich they hove hG.d on hygiene. Methods ?Jhich the 
doctors use to cure sickness Pnd their de:nendence on God for help a:nd 
g,uidc:...nce mc:cy be emph2.sized. A worship service me_y follo1'r in ':rh:i.ch they 
e s;_:ecie.lly remember sick friends a:nd ask God to bless, comfort and heal 
tneu1. .rhe i"act tho:G Jesus brought light into the world by putting love 
into the hearts of the doctors and :nurses ond that H~ guides them i11 
their ministry to the sick mc:.y be brought otrt. The fs.ct tl::at Jesus ~s 
n ec..r tls 
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~i...ddi-t.iol'!d .t .. cti-rrities: 
Ge::1~·tsrs.:::.tio21 &.bov.t sick friel'1d2 in the 11eighborhood 
?J.~.111ir1t; to visit so~ne sick frie~.ts c~nd sing for tl:e!!l 



U1;.it II: Cl1anges J estts TI~ade In the \}/'orld 

3. JESUS' P01)Jl:R. O"~!ER EVIL SPIHITS 

Aim: To hell=' the women to see thc.t they need have no feD.r of evil 
spirits, th::::t Jesus is more pO'.'!erful than they s.re c:.nd can help 
us to conquor them. 

Life Situo.tion Involved: The continurD.l fear of evil spirits v1hich 
hrtunts these ~von1en. 

S ourc e Eat eril".l s: 
Story: Jesus Casts Otrt Evil Sr:>:Lrits (Luke 8:26-391 
Eemory Verse: John 3:16 
Hyran: "vlhat a. Friend \'!e aave In Jesus" (Ho. 505) 

Supplementary !:iaterials: 
Additional Scripture References: 

Mark 1:21-28, 34 
liark 9:14-27 

Addi t ionc>,l Hyrrtns: 
IITc.gU.-. rmAO" ,.-OY Of' Tn,dn<r 'He-,rt;:::" (No 4Q\ 

:t;.....- i:'l .Lll. ""~ t.l' - J.....i .... 'l-...-·o ..... c.;.. !...- , ... \i & - J 

"How Sweet t.he Name of Jesus Sounds " (No .. 37) 

Illustrations: 
Stories of those who have been freed from evil spirits 

Suggested Class- Procedure: 
The vJOmen me.y reviEl\v v1hat wc.s le::::.rned about Jesus' p:ow·er over 

disease t?,nd report en their visits to the sick. Discussion of other 
things of which they are e.fraid besides sickness may follow. ':t.he fear 
of evil spirits is almost certain to be mentioned. The tec.cher may then 
tell of .Jesus' power over evil s;_Jir:i.ts, and me.y lead them to bring 
these fears to G'od in pre.yer. The h·ynm, memory verse, sym.bol,_ and 
character ma.y be brought in to show· how this world has been de.rkened by 
the fore es of evil, but because of God's gre::::.t love for us Jesus ce3ne 
to this >:Jorld to drive axm.y this darkness o.nd bring light to the '!!Orld, 
lu:.ving conc~uered the forces of evil. 

Additional Activities: 
Listening to the story about ~Tesus' grer~t povrer 
Disc1...1.ssing additional references above 
Talking over their fe::::.rs frankly 
Ple.xming to help someone whor: iihey knOi7 is bound by fear 

of evil spirits, by telling· them v1hat they have learned 
Praying for deliverence from this fear for themselves and 

others 
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J·est.ts ~:.::: their Sa~;ior, 
and. po~ce ir:. IIi~"1, c11d to 

Sotlrce l~;:crtor:L~ls: 
Stor:r: TJ:.L:z Crtlcifixion (Jol111 19~17--30) 
r~lomory \Terse: Jol1n 3:10 
l!:{nLfl! u~~ .. J11a~~ a Frie11.d ~.~~,~ Ha·~:-e In Jesus (:Jo. :505) 

Supplelllsntc:rJ"' :i:c.tE~ri~s• 
Picture: r.;:l1 e Crv.c ifixion 
.Additio11cJ .. Scri.p·ture Re;;ferc11c6s! 

Ror.G.-o C: 6 
~J~at t. 11: 28-30 
Isz..G 5 3:4-6 

l~cidi tior1al IIynms: 
"'.'J'1•A;~ T s,,.,,,,-- +'h"' -~r0,~drr;"~ r.ro-~ 11 (.'·.Jo· 1l?) ..,..__,.. - '-'\.A.- ; ,._,J V-··- •• -.!. -._I,).,_; J_ i:l'i:> .l.• ....... ,._ •. _, 

"In the Cross of Christ I Glory" (:~c. 113) 

Illustr·at i~l'o Incide!-:t: 
1\ Cl'1-i21ose iao .. n rrhe:1 l1e bec&.::le ::t Cl1rist l1c.d hiMself put 

into a coffin r~.nd c2.rried tl"1ro:.:tgh the cit:r to sllOYJ 
-thc~t the old ElM +hPir 

V-·· ·-- '01 knG"i hc:..d died. in 
Gl1rist. 

Suggested Gl;.:.ss Procedure; 
u1.?l1at a F1 .. ier1d ': .. Ie I-Ir:tve I11 J osus" 4lay be st.lng n.nd. fo110i.7ed b:v

a discussion of ways in 7hich Jesus is our friend. The story of 
Christ~~; d-".rin017 for us 011 tl1e cross E~.:nd tl:e recitinz of John 3•10 .. ) .. '-" 

may il:troduce e .. discussio!l on tl1e mes .. Y1ir1g o::f' sin c~:1d of sorne of 
the do!ninE'i.!'lt si:"ls of their co!rLrnt.lnit~r. 'rl1is Yno .. ~r b.;; follo~.ved. by 
silent :neditatio11 end confession. of their o;~l:tl indj_vidual sins to, 
G;od .. e21d ~)ro..~rer for 11elp in overcon1ing tl1em. 

Addition;.:.l Activities: 
Il ~~~o~sl1ip ser"{rice built ~~round tl1e idea of vJ11a.t Cl:rist 

·suffered for our sins 
Pla..'111.:ing to tell others of God's plan for delivering 

t11e!Yl from sin 



lorr 

Dafi!'lite decision to try to overcome some clomin&nt 
silJ. 

I-f dasired, time should be giv-e;:J. for conferences 
with the leo.der concerning sins and for lJrayer 
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trnit II; Cl1c.nges Jesus IEn.de In the ']"orld 

Aim: To help the wo:Een to ree.lize thE>.t Jesus is our living Lord and 
to help them overco!ne tr1eir fes..r of death 8..-"l.d of the spln.t;:; of 
the dead. 

Life Situation Involved: The belie£ that the spirits of the dead 
wa..11der upon the ec..rth, bringing harm to those '?Tho do not 
proYicle the:n with the necessitiss of the s:;_Jirit '.''iorld. l:!any 

of the Ghristi2n women hc..ve not entirely thro•;m off this belief 
and those Y:ho have ar,e fu1ilie .. r v.rith tl1e bel:l.ef ~.rno11g their 
heathe11 neighbo:::·s. 

S ourc e 1.le.t eric..l s: 
Story: The Resurrection( John: 20':1-18) 
Me..11ory ,.ferse: John 3:16 
Eymn: "':lhe.t e. Friend ':'.'e H9.ve In J esus 11 (l;o. 505) 

SupplementEcry !v~ai:erials: 
Pictures: 

The ':7omen e:t the Tomb 
Mary ':Veeping at the Tomb 
Pe-'Ger and John Running to the Tomb 
Pictures of flowers 
Pictures of butterflies coming out of the cocoon 
Pictures of trees in blossom 

Additional Scripture References: 
I Gor. 15~55 
Matt. 28:20 
Re~.r. 21:1-22,:5 
J olnr 11: 25- 2G 
John. 14:1-3 

Addi tion::;.l H:rmn: "J esu.s Lives! Thy Terrors Now" (No o 135) 

Suggested Glf:\.ss Procedure: 
A genere.l review centered around the symbol, character, memory$ 

verse n.nd hyrnn may start the session, introducing a converse.tion en 
17:rays in ,.r.rhicl1 Jesus has brougl1t light into tl1e i.~;orld. This may· lead 
to one of the darkest pictures of the world~ th&t of death, ''7hich is 
connected ':;ith Christ's den.th z.s deo.l t 'd.th in the lJrec eding session. 
The story of Christ's resurrection may then be told '.'!ith all the.t it 
mea.11s to us today. Some of the additional Scripture references may be 
introduced here. Prayer m::t.y follov7 tho...11king God tbat He has conquered 
death ::.n.d tho.t we need no longer he_ve e.ny fee>T of ito 

Additione.l Actiirities: 
Discussion of wc.ys in '.7hich Christic...'1 funerals differ from 

non-Chris·cie.n funere.ls 
If it is 11e2-r Easter, _prepe.re_tion ma3r be m:?J:i.e for an Esster 

:~rogr~I!lc 

Plsns to bear co!rrfort to sOEle friend vrho hr.:ts lost a loved one 
Pre:Je.ration to draraatize the Resurrection story . 

~ '1" t ' · P • "r 1 r1 th- ··;.e"'U.,....,..."'-Ct1.011> .!l l')rogr2!il 2 J..tts ~r3~'"Gl21g ... ass2on \,~,ee.:.-: enu.. ~--v "'-~-"'ho' • ·-
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Study of the pictUl'es s1...YJd their meaning 
Plans !or taking part in e.n Easter )rogrsm 



UNIT III 

LETTING JESUS CH..P ... NGE US 

Aim: To help the women to ree.lize that there is much in their lives which 
is not according to God's will, and that it is only as they receive 
help from Jesus that they will be able to ch<mge these old habits. 
To bring them to a willingness to confess their sins e.nd shortcomings 
to Him and to trust in Him to help them change these habits. 



UNIT III: LLI:TTmG J'.SSUS C~IANGE US 

Create in me s, clean heart, 6: God; 
And remw.r a right spirit within me. (Ps. 51:10) 

"I am coming Lord! 
c:oming now to T'nee! 
1JVasl'l- me, cl.ea.11se me in the blood 
That flowed on Cal vary." (Eo. 494 

lll 
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Unit III: Letting Jesus Chcmge Us 

.Liiln: T·o le~.7!~d tb.e ~~vo~nexl to see tl~~:lt tlleJ" coJ!not ex9ect J esu.s to 
d~7ell in tl1eir 11enrts 8_lol'lb ·rrit11 their olcl !1e:::..t11en pr2;..ctices. 
To hel;:) them to see that of thenselYes they cc.nnot overCOJ:'le 
tl1eir old l-1c.l1its 211d to lei:~d ·t,l1e~n to ::;~ desire tha.t Christ 
sl1o..ll cleej1se tb.eir 11e~_;_rts. 

Life Situ.atio11 I:1volved: Tl1e l1oldin;:~ 011 to so1~10 of tl~te l1eat11e11 cu.st.o211s 
8.l1d su~1erstitio:1s sve11 c'-ft.er becon1ing Chr:i.stions. 

S ou.rc e l~,~a.t erisJ.s: 
Stor;I: rr11e '.7-olna..n 
L~e:nory· 1ferse: Ps. 51:10 
Eymm "I A.r-:1 :;oming Lord" (Eo. 49!±) 

S 11p 1)161~16l1t::.~.r~r l~:uJ~ erio.l: 
Symbol: 

Tl1e lotu.s, tl1o s~rrnbol of ptlrity o11d perfectio::1, becs.tlse it 
is not defiled even though it gro•vs out of the mud. 
Althou:;h one mr::_J be c:·ked over by unbelief c.nd old 
customs, one c:n blossom out h1to e. beautiful flo··rer
lil:e life, if Ol'!e is '7i1liag to surx~en.der con1J)1ctel~,r 
to C+od. 

Gb.c:;.rc-:.ctcr•~'I·!.ec,_rt. rrb.is is n~lJictttre of tl:e l1ez·.rt, fori~1crl:l 

"\7r:Ltten i11 tl-.i.iS ~.72'.'/~ It sl1oyrs t1le ,JeriCc;..r·cl:i.Ll!11 
o_)e11ed, tlJ.e lolJes Oj1c1 tl1e cz.ortc-t belorl. 

Picture; 

... 4..dclitiol1C'.l Sc ri)ture ~~efercn1c es: 
Jol1n· 3; 3 
Ps. 51:7 
Ps. 139~ 3,~~~4.~ 

J. lG ~l-13 
I-.: att. 5; 5 

_;icldi..!cion~l ttr·-_ r:oJT',:::! +.o -_,_-_:··-.r T~Ar?, .... ~,f-. 11 ( .. i'o ;, t) 
v ~ - v " " •• - '-"'- - "' ' • ·=· = 

Illtlst re:t ~i_irc I11c i:lerrt: 

c::n1e tc -ti1s re·,1i~::.:-~.ti:..::n -~>:et 

~·\.11C.1. ::e r,]_(-1. l'"'l.Jt 1.·.r~-:1t tc :::~o 

S~r:·J bo 1:..c :~, :.c·.::-! 
"l. short 

..,7,, s n .. l~.7c'.?s 
-:,-rJ1~.2~cl'l --rcv.ld 

··;itl1 
di~ 

' . 
.:.1ll11 
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admits. Different women, representing Happiness, 
Love, Industry, and aontentment kn"k on the doocr 
and come in and everything goes well. Soon Idleness, 
Gossip, Discord, and [iS.te knock: GU the door • . After 
some hesitation the woman permits them to enter and 
the good forces leave. C~sion reigns, untU 
the woman reealls Love, Happiness, Industry, and 
Contentment to help her dtiYe out the evil :forces. 

SUggested C:lass Procedure: 
In the two previous units the women have Men considering themselves 

i.n a new light and have been also considering Jesus • power to change 
and OTercome evil. At the beginning; of this unit, a discussion may 
'ble started as to whether the forees in the world are the only things 
which need changing. '!he character for heart may here be introduced. 
Conversation may :follow as to what in our lives needs changing. Try 
t.o keep the conversation as definite as possible. '!he symbol may be 
used here, especially if as is quite likely, someone mentions the 
fact that they are too old to change. After the women realize that 
i;hey do need to change the Bible verse and hymn may be introduced as 
prayers to be used in this connection. 

A large picture of a Lotus flower may be drawn on the blac:kboard 
or on a large sheet of paper. The teacher may discuss with the women 
how the lotus comes out o:f the dirty black mud but is a beauti:tul. and 
clean flower. This may be applied to the lives of the Christians, how 
their lives may be very black, but as they have learned in previous 
1 essons, Jesus came to cleanse their hearts of sin and free them :from 
i. ts power. '!he story may be told of a woman who had a very black 
l.ife, which Jesus cleansed. A discussion may follow on how we can 
help Jesus cleanse our hearts so that He may dwell there. A prayer 
may be offered, followed by the singing of the hymn as a prayer. 

Additional Activities: 
Discussion of ways in which we can help Jesus cleanse our 

hearts, such as by "praetieing the Presence" 
Prayer that Jesus will come and dwell in our hearts, cleansing 

them of' anything which is not pleasing to Him. 
Planning to use the hymns,.ver•••• and stories in conducting 

cottage prayer meetings according to districts, the 
Christian women in each.c.Histrict meeting together and 
inviting others to come. 

Prayer for this plan 
Planning to put on the Symbolic Play and practicing it 
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Unit III Letting Jesus Change Us 

1. LET'~ING ,JESUS CH.f:JJGE OUR '.'fAYS 

il im: T·a leo.d tl1e -;:-J0!!1e~ to surrender their 1:trills to t112.t of Cl1ri:Jt: a11d 
accept fiis -;~r;;..y i:n their li11es. 

Life Situation InvoJ.ved: The fDd thr~t me.ny of the Christians, e.lthou.gh 
they <'fish to follo'.7 Jesus , are not willing to surrender their 

Source }.:Tat erie.l s: 
Story: The Story of Zc.chaeus (Luke 19:1-10) 
I.lernory \T3rse: Ps. 51:10 
H~"Yc.n: ni Am Coming Lord~' (No. 494) 

Supplement.cry l.:Ie.teri::J~s: 
Picture: Jesus and Ze.che.eus 
Additional Scripture Ttef erenc es: 

John 14:6 
Ps. 19:7-14 
Ps. 
Pc, 
- .... & 

t11l•R _,...,-
1:1-6 

Additional !I~"Y:ills: 
liT-To T,ondAt'h [.Ta.tl (i>.T,-,. 35·7) 

--'""' -----,;....." _ _.. : ..... ....... '-a-' -·Vo 

uau.ide IAe" 0 Thou Grec..t J ehov2...h" (No. 356) 

Suggested Glass Procedure: 
The 'HOmen mE:.y report on the l:.;rogress they h2.ve made in 

things fron1 their l1er::.rts vrhicl1 G'od i.~vould not 1-1r:..ve there~ 
removing 
a result 

of this they rne.y discu.os some of' the wsys of conducting one 1 s life and 
h?hits of ',7hich Josus does not ?.pprove. The story m;:::J be toJ.d of how 
Jesus helped Z9.C118~et1s cll6.nge his bad 11abits. Silent medi t2.tion me~~r 
:f'ol1o'.~; l::1 .. ~vhicl1 ee~c11 co1.1side:rs l1er l13.bit.s n.nd \Vl1at should be che.11ged. 
Prayer that God will search our hearts and help us to find these habits 
and give them up may be follov,.-ed by the recitstion of the memory passage. 
T11o hym ... 'l for the unit may be sung softly. The ;·:o'·1en may ·the;:. ·::i.s!1 to 
make resoltJ.tions for tl1e corrlil1;j \7eek. 

~l.ddit.io:-::2.1 f:..cti·\riti·es: 
Re;;orts on Cott:;.ge Prayer T.'Ieetings ~n.d 2_Jrepu.rc..~io~ for the 

cc::J.tintl~ltion of suc11 
I11di"!ridual clecla::·tl~icns of s:)ecif.ic }1a.bits ·-.7hicb t.ho.:,r c..re 

deterTt:.il1ed to cl12~'1ge 1!ritl1 J esu.s' l1elp.. 
Picture stud)" 
Discttssion 9J1d sttHl~r of addition~l ~)cri~tttre ;.J8..ES8~bes 



Uilit III: Letting ~Jesus Ghe.nge Us 

JllSUS RUI.E OlTEt I:IVES 

_-'Lim: To help these 1.70l'1t:m to see thc;_t if they ere to follow Jesus they 
must completely stETender themselves e::nd ~11 thcd they have to 
tlim. 

Lif~ Sitv.ation Involved: T11e fc:.ct. tY!&t Jn&ny of the; Christians, althougl1 
they wish to follow Jesus, do !10t make a cot.crl_)lete surrender of 
t!10211sel"ljres and all t.11o..t the3r b.o..,re to l·iiJna 

Source IE~tterials: 
Story: 1\ien ?7ho Failed to 
Uemory 'Terse: Ps. 51:10 
Hymn: "! A.m Coming Lord" 

Su:Jplementc,_ry I,:?..teri?.ls: 
Pictu.res: 

The Rich Yo:.mg Ruler 

Surrender J.ll to Jesus (Luke 9: 57-62) 

(u 0 4.0.1.) ... . . -..; -

Picture of Jesus sho1.vh1g 2. young Chinese the mal'"l of the 
'rrorJ.d ~}.nd c11c..lle113ing l1i~1to follo\v }Ii.tTI 

.& .. dditio11d Scri~Jtu.re ~eferences: 
Eatt. 19:16·~22 

;:; at t • 6 : 24 
~J:I att.. 10·: 37 

Ee.rk 10:29-30 
G:al. 2:20 

Add.itional Hymnst 
"O Come to L~y Eec.rt Lord Jesus 11 (l'Jo. 44) 
"Just As I _J..m" (No. 489) 

Additione.l Story: 
One night B. m8....n dresmed ths.t Jesus B.skcd him for t.he keys to 

his life. He gave :lfim the keys to all of the rooms 
exce)t one small roorr in ''fhich ·he kept son!e treo,sures 
''.'hich he knew Jesus '\70tt1d t.hrow out. Jesus ,_,Edted a 
mome\,-t for hil~ to turn over that key, then sadly returned 
1;}\'e J::J._tH!e:y; keys to hi.rn, saying th::.t unless he would 
. trust E:Lm 'Yith 8.11 of the keys of his life He could not 
acce:pt any of':theme 

Suggested Class Proceclv.re: 
The hyrr>.n for the unit may be sung very softly, followed by the 

men1ory verse c..s a }Jrv.yer. T{e.Ports of cl1211ges v;hich l1e"ve been n1ade in 
thoir· lives throughout the week e.nd of the results of ths cotto.ge 
prayer meetings me.y fol1o':". A di::cussion me.y be conducted on things 
y;hich v1e still need to surrenf3.er to Christ, bringing out su.ch thh1gs 
as money, ti..me, tolents emd homes. Things y;hich hinder the fulJ. 
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surrender "!lc.y be discuss0d. 'i'he story mc.y be told of men '\Yho were 
not sJ:Jle to surrender e.ll to follow Jesus. This m-?.y lee,d to ::~nqe:r 
that Jesns 7rill fttlJ.jr rule otlr 1i\ros 011d th~~t Fie 1,~ri11 help e8.ch one 
to completely surrender to Him. The hymn m.y be S'lll'!S softly in closing. 

Ac1dition2l Activities: 
C:onve:rsation e. bout the difference it ,-,o;)ld m::dce in a 

community if e2,ch incU.vidueJ. '70uld let ,Jesus rule 
his life. 

lE9J:ing of decisions of definite tl1ings 1.7h.iclt they ?.r6) 
going to c'lo in orcler th:?>t ,Jesus m::,y mo'-~e fully rule 
tl1eir c ornr~.1u.nit3r 

orts on '.'rh?t the:' b2.ve gsined from the lessons of this 
unit 

L;:rJ:i':1g of decisions of ,-,pys i11 •:rhich they ;7ill try to m::::.ke 
Jesus ruler of their homes 



UNIT IV 

TH]}JKING ABOlJT GOD'S BLESSINGS 

Aim: To help the 1:vomen to appreciD.te the m:::."ly blessings 'Hhich God has 
given them end to realize that they h:;.ve come from God • ...;ro instil 
in them a spirit of thanksgiving for these blessings and~help 
them to find methods by which "f?hey may express this gratitude. 

ll7' 



UNIT IV: TI-IINKHJG ABOUT GOD'S BlESSINGS 

BLESSING 

Oh give tha..YJ.ks unto the God of gods;. 
For his lovingkindness endureth for ever. (Ps. 136:2) 

nAJ.l people that on earth do dwell, 
Sing. to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
Hi.rn serve with fear, His prs.ise forth 
Gome ye before Hi.rn and rejoice." 

ll8 

tell, 
(No. 17) 
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Unit Iv: Thinking About God's Blessings 

Aim~ To help the \70men to a~)prec ia.te more fully God's care for them. 
To bring fuhe y;omen to f:;l. desire to express their gratitude to 
God for liis co.re r:md to sho·,-,.. them how they m2.y do this. 

Life Situation Involved: TI1e fe.ct that these Chr:i.stia...'l woEwn are .-;ell 
acquainted '.vith the cus-T;om of their neighbors of dependingvpll""the 
god of thunder or some other god or cha.rm for protection o.nd 
fa.voro 

Source Iv:ateri:?.ls~ 
1I'e.ll-:: ri11e Flo,.vers CLl"lc1 Birds (:~~ct-tt. 
Liemory Terse: Ps. 136:2 · 
II:rnn1: "Tb.e Doxoloc}rn (~Jo. 17) 

Su9pleme11tary tia_tericl: 

.0·~ •l o_ ~4.) ...... v ...... _ 

Symbol: The bat, the Chinese symbol for happiness or blessing. 
This is due 'eo· the s:Unil8.ri ty in the sound of the character 
for bat £'J:1d thcdi for he.p;~iness or blessing. 

Character;;t.~Blessing. kade up of m1 e.ltar v:ith 811 offering on it 
sometimes 'Jrritten liJ:e thisjjt. On the other side is one -v. ··' 
mouth or one man, belovr -'chis is a field or oners possessionsal 
It is only as one puts oneself and all one's possessions on 
the e~tar that one receives a blessing. 

Pictures: 
Pictures of birds ::md flo~Ters 
Pictures of harvesting 
Pictures of foods uhich they hs.ve received fror:1 God 

1\.cl.cl.itional Scrip·fiure '1eferencest 
Liatt. 7:7-11 
Ps. 103:1-5 

1\.ddi tionD.l II~rn"L.Y!S: 
"This is I~y ?a-'cher 1 s ·:::orld 11 (J:Io. 12) 
"For the Beau of the i::;arth 11 (Lo. 15) 

Suggested Class Procedure: 
Tl1e sy-rnbol cu1cl cJ1s~racter for 1.Jlessir1g T!lo.y· be sl1o~~,~n1 i11 order to 

i11trodtlce ;Cl-.:.is 1.n1i t a11d the 1.70r:lel1 1n2~Y be ctsked e~~:.cl1 one to nc>211e soLle 
blessing '::hich she h0.s received. The teacher :a.e.y list these blessint;s 
on t:1e board. 'I~1e ~.7o:.;1en rru:.y· tl1en be Cl.skcd \7}1ore tl1eir ::.1o:n-Cl1risticu·1 
:.1eigll1Jors co~1sider tl1ese blessings coY.1e frorno T11e f2~ct ·Ch8.t. a.ll Of 
ollr blessi:.1gs e ... re gift.s :f'ro:·:1 G·od Jn8~~r "be bro11gl1t out o~::1d i·Jetl1ods by .. 
which '.7e :;1ay ex;~ress our gro.ti tude for these blessings discussed. The 
h :ymn a.'ld memory verse may be learned as methods of e.:qJre this . 

• • • 0 rr; 1 . . .. .J.h l t . .J.. ~ ··-·l1e 
gr::~.:G~\~tlo .. e. _J.le cx.:J-8l1a-~l.Ol1 or v ... e c1c~rac· er 1nr:.:v- -c u~1 ~·~..L 110~-:;.r v 

.C> • • .. L • t, .. ..1 ... ., ' • - , .. - ..!. ••· on o .ro close 0.:.. -c11e 1.1l1:LPLJ --~7l1el1 .!.18 -.70:11011 l1C~V6 C0!~16 GO 8 .. I1).J . ..L.er reL· . ..LlZ~~ v..L ' '.L 

the n1e~<J1ii:g of Ci~od's 'bles s. 

" 
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.:"i. l:::,;_.rge co):.:- of t~1e syr:J.~Jol ::'.'1'1 charo.c ter !n8.Y be hung in the 
i'rc:1t of t.::s r·oo:~.::. Tire of tb~se --:~:D}J' be dis01_~sssd '.7it·l1 tbo 
\"'FO~'":le:1o T.:.1is ~~l(: __ ~r be- ::::es2i;1Gs -:.:.rl:r.icll 
tl:eJ l:,~_,re r;c ... red, es~ecie ... 11·y 
p tU12 • Tb,e tbe:::. ·,~.~~·l:~t J esV.5 t::J:xgb.t 

ones 

c .. toat 2<:~dts cs..1~s o:: .. ~,_so prc.r<:!.re 2. litn.n.:r to- be us:;cl tllrOL-lgb.-
out t1~e 

to 1xse tl::i.s 
tl1o r.:Je:1ot·y· ve:.~s~ e:.s B~ refrc;.in G r~r11e -:··c:~lC11 :ll~ty c.J.so 
t.l1eir I.Iooz1 J?t.sti~:al celebro..tior:. '1 '"::'!S~Y be 

o ff'src;d :fcl.:o,;red. by 
1J l al1 b. C"'.7 tl1 ey· ~:~ e 

s i;:g ir:.g of 
to celebrs. 

the Do;;:ology o 

tl1e 1.10.)11 ~csti\t;:;_l i~ 

tb.e;{ n1ar 
tl~eir o~..:il1 

;'\..C:.di tion2.l I:..ct.i-r .. ~i 
L,istir.tg. of tl1e blesc:~ngs ~.vl:icl: 11~.\te beer: :r1e11"ti.o:r.ted in fo:r::~~er 

t111i ts 
Adoin;; others tc this J.:i_ 
P'rc:.yer, tb.e.nki11g G:od for :Z8.re i::1 t.11.c ::t~~sT snd o.sking, 

f·or his b2-cssint; i1:. tl1e futttrc 
I1~akii1g ;;;;_ ].!O s~:.o~7ing Ci'od 1 s blessings ~·O sl1cn7 to others 

• 



unit IV: Tlj_inking ~\.l)out God's Blessin[;s 

To hel;; the '.vo~r'len to apprecil'ttc more fully the beouties of n::;.ture 
2.11d to res.lize th:·t Go0. is the crer-:tor of ?.11 of these blessings. 
T'o .leP.d to c:, fe of gr:::_titude to G'od for E-Iis J.Jlcs s ~1nd to 
te?ch 1"1ethods for ex)rassing this itude. 

C hi11ese Ctlsto1r1 In,rol,red: 

eric.ls: 
rrl1e C~lory of th.e l·Ie~t\rans( Ps. 19:1--6 a_nd 8:1--4) 
~,:~emor~r Verse: PP o 136:2 
H;,nnn: Doxology (Eo. l 7) 

Str99le~n.ent8.r3r 1'..1P:t. eri~)J.s: 
PictllTes of the glories of t11e HeE\\TB11S 

A fe1'T of the simpler details regarding th'$ st2rs z..v1.d moon 

l!.dditicn1al Scrj~pt1Jre Refere11ces: 
G·e:a. 1:1-5; 14<»>19 
A1:~os 5 ~8 

f~ddi tiOY.tal 
"Tl1is F-s~thcr t s 17orld" 

of t1:c 

Sugg.,c::·tec: Clusa F·r~oc ed.ttre; 
;."~s tl1c \~to:::e:'l s~1ter t1·:,.e:t ·~1::"'; .. be 

tl~~e:~:"!. 7 lec~::.i21.g to c~ corr\rer3:..~..:.:,:.i_z~l~ o~-1 }-:,o-.,7 ~.~:..e 

~::..~1d t}~8 )re)c~::~o~tio~:.s co~r1ec-tsc: ~ .. , .. :.th it., ...... discv.s 

~clling of tho ~0ndors o£ the 

s of tl~e 

s~11d The ~;·.1'c;.DeJ. ... .:. :!lo.y· "_::,risl1 to 17orl~ on. l)lew:1s .for c eJ_c br::.f.i~lb .l~b.e 

I.=oo::1 :Testi ... tc..1 i1! tl:eir 0\7I".;. llo:J.es, \~r}"tic~l. <:-i:i_ll l·a:~.d to ~ho lea.r·:1iY1~ of 
::21C~ 2ne::10r~;- j?&Gs::~ .. ge. il. '\'JOrs}1ip ssrvics rnc_~ ... be C021ducted Q.S 21 

) .. dd.:L ti0::1r.l i\cti "Tit :Lee; 
Discussio:1 of' '.~:112..t tho £'a~~ce.s of :1r_tP.re r":e02.'! t.o 

no:n-0J·;:::. ... :t.stic:J1 21ej.t;ttbors 
F·lru111ing to t.ell so:·t:eo:ne G .. bou:t the Chr:L2tic11 

o"bj ects of :;crtu:"'e 



3. GOD'S 

~·:..J..n1: To }\el'J the ~.~ro:.!18Yl to see t11Ct+. tl1e blessin[3s of tl1e ';.~.rorld o..ro 'bttt 
tenll.JOrc:ry, b:rt tl:..2.t G·ocl 's blcssiYlgs c~rc eturr!s .. l. ~o loc;..:l then1 to 
cl1oose t11e eternr:.l "t.r~~.1, .. leso 

Chinese C~stom Involved: 

Sovrc e I.Cr:~teric~ls: 
Story: T11c T\ich ?ool (Ltt..t!-:e 12:16-34) 
lEe!nor3r 1Fsrso; Ps. 136:2 
I~JT!1l.Vl: r~l1e Do.xolo;;~r (l·~o e 17) 

S U.i_J pl en1ent ~~ry I'.Ir:.-tt eric~l s: 
Pictttres: 

The 'Ricl1 Fool 
?ictu~es rcprc:e11ting t::.~c blessings of tl15~s ".7orld c~r1cl those 

represe!Tt.iY!g God's ble s si:.1gs. 

1ldditional Scril)ttJ.l"'e References: 
Ps. 19:7-11 
T V-i·,.,O"o Q·L1-1!1 
- ..l.----'-0"-' '\....' •.. - ... 

t·:att. 6: 33 
h~att. 5: 3-12 
Ps. 1: 1-6 

J~dditic.nal }1y!nYis: 
""'1'i" 2's E,r H'o+.h""''S ''inr1r1" (Ho 1"1 _ ... _ ...... ' ... ~ .............. ~" 4 ........ , .,-.._ ........_ .... c ...... c .. .~; 

"Fo1"t tl:e 5eattt~r of the Ee-.:t~t11" (l·Io. 15) 

Sugf;estcd Class Procedt,_re: oVL• 
rr,~ro s+r-iu~ s nf" rc.r1 Y'\<:".~)"'r ,....,;......,.1T 1to "('.Y'!.'":."~t'~"V'O(")rt. '1''"\Q'V) Yfil'"\."1r 1,]P +.+. P.Yi __ .. "1.~~-~.T 
.;..'ill ........... :i ..... __ .._,,... .;..--\.,.-<.._.:.- -~•'-"'J ... ~ ... ....,;.,.-J'-'-.l.'-"-,J'~~:;_ .. :..~,... ....... ~J -- _ .. _ 7 ...... _~_ 

tl1e ?iv·e Blessings Descer1d upon tl1is I-Iouse" on the otl:er, "i'.Iuy the 
2 igl1t Blessi:.:1gs Descend 1).J.J011 tl1is I-Iouse". The eigl1t b1essings arG· 
t-l1ose ~nentioned in the Beatit1..1des. !J .. discu.ssion rna~r be conducted on 
tJ1e differe:1ces bet-:;,reel1 tl1ese blessings. rrb.e te3~C11er :11a:i tell t110 
story of the king Y:Jho cl1ose v.risely and of the l11Et11 vrho did r.:.ot kno1.v 1101.1! 

to cl1oose \iJisel~,r. This n::ay be folJ.o-::-.red Oy a prc:~~rer 8~sking God to l1elp 
each one of u.s to choose 1.i.risely·. Tb.e "i.'"JOnlen 211P~~l "~.-;rish to ~l.9.n ho'\,Y the:;-
c E\.n tell others abotlt ch.oosing YJisely. Tl:e mcn1ory 'lerse 2.11d hJ"!nn n1s..y ... 
be u.sed as a 2ncthod of t11:::.nki11[; God for I-~is blessi11£S. 

ltdditio::18.1 ..:lcti-;rities: 
Discussion of cases "~Hhich. t1:e ~.~.'on1en k!lovr of ricl1 :)eople 1Hho 

are not hal)~'JY 
Contrs.sting of tl1e ty;o ki:ade of men ~-nenti~J~1ed in ?:::c .. lm l. 
?lc1nning ~ fsmil~r ,.~.rorship· service es~ec·i2.lly for their 

cl1ildre11 br:..sed 011 tha:.1ksgivirtt: for t,!~e bJ.essi::1gs ~}od 
h:J.s e:ive:.1 ther:1 



Unit IV: Thi!1ki~1g About God 1 s 3lessincs 

4. GFL.i.TITUD~ DlTE G·OD FOP. 1-IIS BI.t"GSSI:NGS 

11.. im: T'o lec..d tl1s ~~rorne21 to express e:r?~titude to God both in their 
praysrs c.nd in their li9e$. 

Situ::_tion I!1\rolvecl: T11e fr:_ct thc:~t the C~ristia...11 \VO!He11 krto::.r of 
tl1e offerings of th2.11ks '.V11ich c~ro c:ive11 to t.11e gods of 11e~rvest 
end otl~~er t:oG_s 7rl1icl1 tl!e )eop.1e think h2~""re 1JrOHgh-t t11e1n ~::ros~:;erit:,r. 

Sotlrce 1\;Te.terie.ls: 
Story: Cle::-;Xlsing of Te::-1 Lepers (Luke 17:11-1?) 
lviemor~r \Tarse: Ps. 136:?. 
Uurnn • 'T'h e 'f'ovolO"''" hto -:..,/ -~-~.... -..:..:. o.J ..o'~• 6J \ .L'. ~ • 

Stipp1e::Jent::~r~r L:a:terial; 
Pictures: 

17) 

Tl1e Leper Tl1r~1:.ki;1g Jesus 
Pictures of peOlJle zi·ving tl·umks before rnez:~ls 
Pictures of peo,Jle ~0rc,ving 
"The Ar~g elu s" Ci"~ill ~t)" 

ll.dditionc:J. Scri:)ttlre References: 
Ps. 107:1,8 
?s. 117 
Ps. 13& 
Issdcl1: 1:11-18 
L:iccl1 6:6-8 

1\.ddi tion~tl l-I~111ns: 
"For the Beauty of the Eo.rth" (No. 15) 
"F:J..tl1er -r.:.re ~11a....'1.k Thee for the 1'-!igl'lt" (:.,Jo. 4-75) r;:o -te:'~Cl1 

their chi1dren 

Sugg::sted Cl&~ss ?roce::~ure: 
1lg2~in tl1e lct.~se c!1ctra0t.er for 1)less:Lng tf!r·-~r 1)e }Jl:::.'.ced in. the 

f'ront of tl1e roo~1o The c:Jn,rersation n1a~r be J.eC~ i11to a discussicn of 
'.711s~t ne~s 1nec .. r.iY1gs tJ1.is chr:~re.cter l1as for- them si11ce studying tl1is unit. 
TJ:is l':l8..Y be follo 1?.rcd by s .. seEtson of sentence 9rc.yers 9J,1d tr~e singing 
of the Doxology. The \VO'Y:en !TlC.Y the;1 msl:e plo.ns for '.7hateiler 8_ctivities 
they have dec:i.ded to c::Tr3r out during the week. The l:i.te:ny they hc.ve 
pre;Jc..red n1r:..~r be u;;;ed ~~t tl1e close of the sessione 

Addi ti::mcl Acti vi.ties: 
·oiscttssiorl t:'l1d. r~~.rie't.~.r of 9~11 tb:e things for "'.711:Lch ~-~~e sb.ould 

eive tl't8nks 
Pl2.L"1S for a rr}1~:.nksgi vil1g s crvlc e r: .. t 'J'Ihich e:·_cl1 i.r.ron1EU1 y~rill 

bri!1£: _2. tb.B11k offering of prod11cts Sh·~' has:.: r8_ised, 
the 'Jroceecl.s fror:l ':rhici1 ,-dll go to hel:;: so,C'leone, fc.mine 
r eftlfsees or sorne poor )80}le in the coTn~-:}U.11ity 

PleJ.:.s for cor.:.cret2. ~.r.is.ys of ex:JY"Cssi::.s -t.h:~~11ks i11 life 
Corn:Josing of e_ ~J!.."'~-~.:ier to be ttsecl :tt mee.ls 

\ 



UHIT if 

PLEASING GOD TIJ OTJR DFJLLTi~GS ';TITH OUR FELLO~.Y 11R::N 

Aim: To help the women to see the.t u.nless our gratitude is expressed 
in our conduct o.nd in our deE.lings v1:i.th others our prB.yers \'!ill 
he of little avo.iL To instil in these women the desire to deal 
rightly with their fellow men. 



UNIT V: PLEASING GOD :nr OUR DEA.Lil{GS WITH OlJR FELLOW l!HEN 

~~, 

·~ D 
M_ 0 rrO_ 

GOOD 

Owe no· m2n ecnything, save to love one another. 
(Rom, 13:8) 

"Take my life, a.11d let it be 
C:onsecra.ted, Lord, to Thee; 
T.'ake my hands, and let them move 
At the i.'Upulse of Thy love, 
At the impulse o:£' Thy love." (No. 313) 



Urti.t V: 

..:lira! Tcr bel) tl1e 1."ror:1en to se~ tl:rrt ·rte ho.. .. \re a-the::.""" debts in lo\ro and. 
h el:5::1..tl:1ess, besides our of :rr~ol~&)~ v;l1icl1 -:.-;e sl1ould. pay o 

=?o let=td ~.:ornen to de~ir~ tc) po.:y e debts ;;:1:.d to lJ.elp 
tJ:.Le:r: to find. "·J!Bw~'s o: c1.oing. so. To b.elp thcra to l'"tect.lizo tl1eir 
g.roe~t clebt to God c..,.11d to ss .. e -bha t the~r cs....~ ~)8.-J" it by t~e:::.ti..VJ.g) 
o·thers as G·od '!70D.lcl h.a~re tl1.em. do. 

Cl1i;:cse Gustom lr.tvolv .. c.d~ ~J.1c cu:3"t·crJ.. of scttli:1g 8 .. ll debts Oi-1 c.ortain 
festi,r8J~st es~eci&lly before Cb .. i11c:se Year. 

"+ ern -u· ~ • • " ~ 1>- t-L , B• 23 ..,~·\ u uOY:Y i 1.116 11J: crg2 .. V~ng uervGXl~''"' \J.~~£t"' f.," ~t-. , - ~;J J 
1.-Ie.mory Verse: Rorn .• 13~8 

IIy1:121: t"r:::t?J: e J.:y Life" (lJ:o. 313) 

S u··Pl)l eme11 tar~r I\·l~,_,·t eric.l; 
Symbol: The ba"l11)00, tl:a t '.7l:icl: from the snall shoot to the la.:rge 

t1~ee is of ser'tice to· nlFJl1 i11 !!lEtl'lJ"' differe::.1t ";.~rc ... y·s. ~.·:an too··, 
sf10ttld help X1is fellov.r mon. 

:·Ld.ditiorw.l Scripture :S.eferences: 
?.om. 1:14-15 
r~.:att. ~5:4o· 

Luke 7:36-50 

Pictures: 
Pictures of these \'rho are 

Illttstra.tive L~aterial: 

otl1ers 

tt.ll Cl1ri.stie.._11 is z: 2:1ind tl1ru YJl1iCh Christ tllinl:,s, 
a voice thru ·which Christ speal~s, 
~~ l1.eart thru ~:l}lich Christ·;- loves, 
a l:aVld tl1ru Y!11ich Christ l1slps. n 

The story of the be_;nboo plc:,nt which is very beautiful as it 
"'r·o~··- O" fi'e ~.;n,..,.. ;.~,,.,,,. bu.J. .,,v,;" 1~ n-n'"'t 'h" <>nl-it """'6"1 C: :~o .1..1. - 1.1.J."" ,~.._v.;.,..;;.. )..IC,:....:. ... J.\.,. ..; L¥ ~; ..... -·.,.;.l.l. ...... w'·~-' o..~(..;l ;:;) .......... --, VJ;!; .l. 

il1 order to· be 8~ble to co.rry life-gi~;i11g \:taters to: 
the fields above the l~iver. 

Suggested Glass Pr-ocedure: 
I! the ~he.rz:.cter for blessing ho.s been use C. in -the last. ses don 

of tb.~ lar!!1e:r tlrlit it ma~r be l""efered to- again i11 il17.roduci21g: tl1is 
trnit., The question m1:::.y be s..skecl as to hov; we may dedicate ourselves 
to God. The symbol of the bo.::nboo ct,'1d ho•.v it serves man may be used 
to- illustrate self-sac:rif'icing~ ser1rice. T11e res .. di11g of Bible verse 
f·or the un:!.t mr:.y fo.ll01.U leading to a discu.ssi011 Of '~.78..3'6 in '.rJb.ich 1.Ve 8.re 
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debtor-s to others. ~-1is r.12~}r les .. d ~the 1,t70P16Yl -to 8, realization of their 
g:re~;.-:.t debt to G:od :?2!Ct the desire to declico~te ther:1se1~res to I-Iim. 
1.,11e l1~rn111 n1a~i be su11g softly. Tl1e "~.?ornen 1ne .. jr i:7is11 to lez..r11 ho'.7 they· 
c e..n ao tl1at ~~hich is lJlec.sing to G:od in order to sho'~,:r ~11eir ~tppreciie.tion 
or· tiis forgi·~reness 

'lhe \VOlnen !TIC({ be interes ~,ed i21 looki11g. at the ne"'.~-! sl1e ~eor 

t11e unit.8 .. nd i11 stu1yir1g the pictures. Sonc in.ciden-t ir!. 1trb.ich some 
o 11e bus done & .. ki11d clesd. to another Elay be told. A diseu.ssion !.lif:~:l 
f'cllorJ as to ;;rhe"tl1er it :1.-::' .. S t11e dtlty of this pers011 to s11o'.".r l:indness 
to a!!otl1er. ~Ya~rs in ~\7l1ic!1 "';Je are delJendent CYl ot.J1.ers n1a3r b·e listedo 
'rhe story !!18-Y be told illus·t.ra the greatness of our debt to G'od 
i7hich He has for,zive:n. ·::'he Yerse m.e.y then be J.~ rnecl in order that 
it ~~a.:r 11elp thern to re~21en1ber to sl10\I kind~1ess to· others" TI1e song 
mc~~r thel! be sttng. as e. song of cledi~£ttio:'l of· tb.elnselv··es to G'od and l-Iis 
s crvic e. 

Additio1.1:::.1 Activities: 
Gonver::H:t~tio::.1 reg_r~rding i~11e deb·~s vr}1icl1 ~.';.re orre, especie.1ly 

t110SG ::-r}1iC}1 -r;..;re o~.7e ~0 c;·odo 
Con;rersntion on l1orr God !1~\S forgive11 us tl'Iis 

vre shcruld show our grs.ti tu(le by doing 
debt, but th~~t 

·;Jill 
Detern1in2.tio11 of definite \78~:rs ir1 ·which tl1ey s..re going: 

to pe.y some of their deb-i.;s throughou.t the '.7esk 
Learning the m.o:teri?.ls on 'heir 1esson sheet in order to 

ex:plc.in ~~to their f8.milies P.nd neighbors 
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Aim: T0 hel) ths ·\7omen to see thc:.t to be ~Jler:.sing to God they il!Ust 
be honest in all of their rele.tionships. To lee.d the ';:omen to 
6. e .. ~:,;srn1il16 to dec~ l1onsstly :.:\t 2~11 tii"!'l88 \':Titl1 r?~ll ~J80~Jle. 

Life Situation Involved: 
Tl1e ~Jn:• .. ctice of fooling children in order to get them to ·Jbey. In -' 
many inst~;Tices too, when 8. ~:>erson; possibly the son- ·:rho is aws.y 
from home,~ied, the mother or father will be :fooled into thinking· 
he is still alive~ letters end packages even being sent in his narae, 

Source Materials: 
Story: Jacob Fools His Father (Gen. 27:1-45) 
Memory Verse: -::tom. 13:8 
Hyrr'J.1: "Take IJ;y Life 11 (I~o. 313) 

Supplementr~ry i;iatsrio.ls: 
Pictures: 

Jacob Fooling His Father 
Pictures iJ.lustratinr; disho;1est <iec:.line;s 
Pic-tures i1lustro.ting 11011est de:.?.lings 

~dditional Scripture References: 
Ll2 ... tt. 5: 37 
: ... ·:eJ~t. 7: 12; 
::om. 18:17 
Rom. 8: ?,l 
I~x. 20:15,16 

Il.ddition8l Hynms: 
"3e the L:atter ':'iho:l; it ~ciay" (iTo. 509) 

Suggested ~lass Procedure: 
The ls.:cge chn.n:.cter for love Y.'hich they hc.ve e,lre::·.cly ler~rned may 

be used q;ccin in this lesson 021d the verses regc:>Tciinr; loving Gocl ,,_nd 
tl1oir 11eigl1bor revic;-).•ed. J.l discu_ssion of -=:.rl'1ut kind of o~ 7,7orld tY1is 

would be vrsre this follo·:-:ed lW.y rssuJ.t, )lr-.cing the ch;;--,r,,_ctsr for this 
unit nnd tl1e verse beside thet of the for;ner lesson. Some of the 
• 1 - ' - 1 ' • 1 . ' -1- • '1 --- ' -'- • '. ' d "CDJ.ngs '.7nlCi1 we c.o no-c _J.Ke uO nose O"Gilel'S o.o vO us mc~y oe CtJ.scussect 811 

tl;_e Golden ::tule :n::w be introduced. The story- of Jacob's dishonesty o::1d. 
the sorrow which it brought u:::.y be told. A discussion of -..7-:::ys in •yhich 
1ve •:rould like to be tre:::ted resulting in definite resoluti:ms to deo.l 
honestly mc..y fo/:{ii.lti'. The hyam m:::.y be used e.s a closing prayer. 

Aclditioni~l Activities: 
Prayer tho.t God ·eill help us in :::ell of our dealL1gs to be 

honest 1md •.Yell pleosing to God 
::i.oports of progress n1c:.de in helping others through the vieek 
Discnssion of the '.7D.VS in ·,·,chich they are accustomed to be 

dishonest '."lith their children r;nd to teach them to be 
dishonest <'mel methods of ch2,nt;ing this 
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Unit Va Pleasing ~d In OUr Dealings With OUr Fellow Men 

3. GUARDING THE TONGUE 

Ainu To help the women to refrain :from gossiping and using bad language. 

Life Situation Involved: :!fh,e habit of gathering in groups to gossip and 
·'. · . :; using. vile languag•· 

Source Materials: 
'lropic for Diseussion: The Power of tlle tongue (memes 3:2-12) 
Memory "'erse: Rom. 13:8 
Hymn: "Take My Life" (No. 313) 

Supplementary·Materials: 
Pif:'tures of ships and horses under perfect control 

Additional ~ible Referenees: 
Mark 7:15-23 
Ps. ·19:14 
ProT. 15:4 
Prov. 18:21 
P'rov. 21:23 
Ps. 39:1 

Additional Hymn: "Be the Matter What It May" (No •. 509) 

Suggested Class Proeedure: 
'l'iro pictures of hearts, one tu,ll of all kinds o£ evil things, 

t.he other with the character for: the unit, "Goodness" in it, may'· be 
drawn. From the evil heart all kinds of 8ril things will come forth 
alld good things will issue from the good heart. The teacher may 
review with them from preceding units thoae things which will. be in 
the good heart, as good friends, thanksgiving, love and gratitude and 
in the evil heart will be bad friends, hatred, jealousy and gossip. 
A discussion may follow on how the heart expresses itself. They may 
be told what Jemes says about the tongue. The Bible verse may be 
repeated and they may be asked what kinds of words they owe to people. 
What kind o£ words did Jesus use? This may be :followed by a diseussion 
of what has been accomplished as ·a result of the resolutions made in 
this unit and by plans :tor earrying them further. 

Additional Aetivities: 
Learning of songs, stories, and verses to teach their children 

to take the place of the bad language which they are learning 
Learning some games to teach thtir children so they will not 

be tempted to join the gambling games which are so 
tempting and to learn the language of evil companions 

Picture study 
Prayer that S:od will help each one to guard the tongue 

that it will not say that which 1 t should not say 



UNIT \fi 

CHILDREN OF ONE FP:l'i-EiR 

Aim: T.o lead the wnmen to a realization of the vastness of G'od's 
Kingdom and to the realization th!:tt they should therefore be 
interested in their 07rn country end in other le.nds and should 
learn ways in which they ca.'l1. have a part in G'od' s work throughout 
the world. 
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UNIT VI: CHILDREN OF ONE FATHER 

CHINA TEE 1NORLD 

Righteousness exalteth a nation, 
'!l:ut sin is e. reproach to any people. (Prov. 14: 34) 

"Oh, vvhere are kings and empires 
0£ old that went a.:'l.d c erne? 
B'ut, Lord, Thy Church is praying 
A thousa..Yld years the same." 

l31 

now 

yet, 
( ~.ro .. . 221) 



Uni.t '~li~ Children of One Father 

l. THIIYKING !'!.B'OUT OUR C omrTRY 

Ai!n: 'I'o hell> the 'r,ro:nen to kno'."! something more about. their own cotmtry 
in order tl1at they m2..3r realize better l10\_7 the~r c2..v.t 'Vork e.nC "S>l"'C:~~r 
:for it. 

Life The 1~.ck of knoc!leclge on ·the part the ':.romen 
regarcling their ovm cou11.t!"';. 

Source 1\•Ta to rials: 
Story: Nehemi::::.h Le::::.rns How to Help Eis Country (l!eh. 1 snd 2) 
l'~e!!lory \Terse: !?ro·li. 14:34 
I-Iyrt1..'1: "0, ~.Vhere !1.re fCi::tgs ?.J1c1 E!!l:Ji:res 1\!oi.:"I~" 

Supp1e~:1e11ta~3' 1LateriiJ.ls: 
S:,7abol: 'Ihe Cl1i11ese flc1g crossed 1.-rri th the Ghu!"'cl1 flag 

Pictures: 
Pictv.res sl1orring sc:e~1es fro1!1 different pe.rts of Cb.itla 
Pictures of sone of Cl:i11e. 1 s great le::.clers 
Pictttie of f.Je1leYni~'1 ricli:16 2.ro1..t!'ld the '!,YP~lls of J ert1.se.len1 
I.:e.?.J of Ch inB~ 

Additional Scri:~:1ture References: 
II Ghroniclgs 15:~,4 
JI Chronicles 16:9 

ll.dcli tione1l ~~3rr:£:1S: 
'

11.Ve Lo,_, .. e Ottr 1\!g_t:t;re 
" 0 S::>se !:Iy G o•.m try, 

Suggested Glc.ss Procedure: 

L8l'ld (l:!o. 2.2.9) 
T.Q'Y'r1 11 (n0 ~?1 \ 
..,...._ - - J.• 0 . .J ""' ..... / 

Pictures •)f China 1 s le:.;.ders o11d of people e..nd scenes of o 
Drovinces of China, ::.nd e.lso n:tctt'tres of scenes of other cotn:.tries rnt:.y 
be arre ... nged so t,!'lr:tt the Y:On1en .... 17i_lJ s·b,;.d:/ "tl1e~:r \711en the~~ 2.rrive~ 
C on~.l"'ersation mz::..~r be directed t.o "t~hotl8ht. of Cb.i.11~~' s m:;.l'1~r ::7 e i:?i t11 
s i!nil2 .. r inte~ests ?.11.d needs f> ~1is rr!e~~,.. to tho -t.J1ought of people oi 
other !1s..·Lion:;.lities, 9nd to r·~ct, t}1~.t they too. J1r:ve si!.1ilq._r interests 
a~d needs, th~t under the skin people are more alike than ~ifferent. 
This in. turn may lead to the quest:i:.on of how we should -trsa t those of' 
other nC';tio'nEtli ~1 .. es, especially the Jw.p~ne::s. 'l'he sy:nbol· of tl1e t:.ro 
crossed. flags n1a.y be s110~r:~ ca1d eJ:.:7l~i:1ed. Tl:~e ~.7I0:-!1011 ::::&.:,:be c.sl:~d !1ow 

Jesus -:7ould llf;_~"'~ t:r~ee.t :~oor;1e o: :;""tl:.~r la;.1ds. ~~l. !n&.;· of· tbe ·~rorld 
:r.1 ~l}r be sl1o~:rn, es::: ec ic:~,J~l3r :::~~;~l~u..s:Lzi::2g t!:.e- r2l2. of· Gb.i:.'!!\ to o th~r 
n~:.1:io11s. ~~ cl1al""C..C on ler:so:n ec-t ::r?~Jr- tl1e:1 be 1e:? .. rned. Il 
discP.ssion -:~.2.~" follcr;~_r 0::2 \·,r1"1.2.t ~'l:.~1o:e::r ~18,-tio.ns stro::1g. ~1e f'a .. ct i:.b.c..t 
?:Lt::.11~r :1atio~s 1~~.\re be;;un to de~l~.!:e ,:.rhen 1'1.a're b~co:'"'1e 12-X. i::1 

• ., ... ' • .[' ., - ·' , ." . .2""c" .. _f'rn ... " •. '.· ,.,_i "'·. tl!r'Jr. ''ho rclj.gion :nct.:r be :Ll..:...lls.vr?.-~·ee!. .:.ro::!. ~·:.;}C ~·l~.:..e -~- . - -·- --
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hymn may be sung and the memory verse lea.med. The women may then 
desire to learn more about their own nation and other nations and to 
c:onsider the part which they may have in bringing the KJ.ngdom of God 
t 0 the world. ' 

A large map of China may be hung in the front of the room. Pictures 
OJf Chinese leaders and scenes from differmt provinces of China may also 
be hung in prominent places. Someone may tell the women in a very 
simple manner something about their country, its leaders, people and 
occupations. They may be told something about the Christian leaders of 
their country, Dr. Sun, Madam and General Chiang Kai Shek, and Chang 
C:hih Chiang. The f~t that General and Madam Ghiang take time each day 
!'or Bible e'tU#y and prayer may be mentioned, also the fact that Mrs. 
Chiang prayed before she went to free her husband. The women may be 
told how the whole nation was unified in rejoicing when the general 
was freed. Methods by which they can help these leader~ to establish 
a Christian nation may be mentioned, espeCially emphas~ing the 
importance of prayer. The story may be told of how Nehemiah helped 
his country because he trusted in (;od to help him. The B·ible verse 
may be recited and the hymn sung. The women may plan to learn something 
a bout their country to report at the next session. 

Additional Activities: 
Prayer for China and her leaders 
Studi of map of China 
Reports on current events in China 
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Unit VI: Children of &le Father 

2. SHOWING OUR LOVE FOR OUT C.OUNTRY 

Aima To help the women realize that they should love their cot¥ltry, and 
that by having Christian homes and bDdnging up their children 
rigP.t they can help their country. 

Life Situation Involved: 'l'he lack of interest which the women seem to 
have in their nation as a whole. 

Source Materials: 
story: Esther Shows Love for Her C'ountry (Esther) 
Memory Verse: Prov. 14: 34 · 
Hymn: "Oh, Where Are Kings and Empires Now'l" (No. 221) 

Supplementary Materials: 
Pictures: 

Esther appearing before the k~ 
Women t eac:hing their children to pray 

Additional Scripture References& 
Ps. 137 
Ps. 126:1-3 

Additional Hymns: 
"We Lov.e Our Native Land (No. 229) 
"O Save My_ Country Lord" (No. 231) 

Suggested C:lass Procedure: 
The women may report on things which they have learned throughout 

'the week about their country. This may be followed by a discussion of 
how they as women can help their country. Reference may be made to 
lessons they have had ber·ore such as the -Beaching regarding hygiene and 
the proper training of children. The story may then be told of a woman 
who loved her country enough to risk her li:f'e for it. They may be 
shown that although we may not be able to risk our lives for our 
eountry, we may pray :for it and try to mak.e our own little part more 
as (!'£od would have it be. The memory verse and song may then be 
recited and sung, followed. by a short prayer for their country. 

Additional Activities: 
Plans for some specific work in their own country, such as 

helping :famine sUfferers 
Prayer that C$od will guide them:: in ways in which they may 

help their country 
Prayer for the leaders of their country especially General 

and Madam Chiang · 
Plans for learning more about their country 
Reports on current events 



135 

tfnit Vf:; C!hil(tren of One Fdl!er 

.Aisr: reo tho ;,-ro··-·1en to ler-rn so:·:1eth about tl1e re2-t of "tl1e r:_rorld~ 

r:.nd to rec-,.lize thn:t those of othsl1 nz.tions :·.re :J.so God's children. 

I.~ife Situ;::.tion Il11rolved: L:::.ck of I:ncr:71sd~~~f. c-:1 -J:-._rt of tl1s ~7o~·o.e.n 

about the 70rld rnd ~bout the ~eo~le of other n~~ions. 

Sourc·e 1:~8.terittls: 
~tory~ God Sends .Tm1"'h to ?rercl1 to Nineveh Uon~J"l) 

Verse: ?rov. 14:3A 

S'J.~)leTJent~,r:r ll8_teri.Gls e 
Pictnres: 

Pictures of ~eo~le of 2ther n~ti~ns 
Sce:1.es :fro:-:1 ot11er lr:!1~1s, n8_rticul~·.rl~r ~J1u~cchss ~.:1r!. Gh·:~ir:;ti?.n 

<>ctivit 
of '.7orld 

Addition~l Scri~ture References: 
~:~.cts 10:34-,:35 
John 17:20,21 

f~ddi t i011.8.l I-1y1JLf1: 
"In Christ Tl1cre Is l.,To E.::-.~.~t or 1.!restn (!,Joe 241) 

Illt..lstr::cti"'tC 

G o :1 ~"':: ~ c ~t. :L::.~ -:. }~ e:n 
of -rTie;!ds r .. 11J 

i::1~erc::Jv :7.:: otl1::r CQt!.l1trie,s ;M~~c~.~.r =~o1}_o':~r ...-:-:::~ -t.~c.e :::-:.or:,. of :-.. ·~·1c:~ · ~~~;;o ~:}·&.:: 

not i11t erested in 11el~!il1£3 t1'1ose of 2~11ot11er c ov.11tr~r told. Converso.tio11 
mc~y t~c.ke ;)lace regn.rding whP.t the ·c:or1d 1.:;ould be like -,·rere the peOl)lG 
o 1~ all n:: .. tions re:::.l Ghristir:11s. The hymn :ns.y be: sung tho :10mory vcrse 
recited cmd pr~;_yer offered for those of other n2,ti~ns. 

Additional Activities: 
..).. d of.> "'-he ~o~-) of.> "'-he ··rrrlr1 le·~rr"-1'" to A ,.Ciurtl1er s uU :r .L v_ ...... .u .. c:.~ ..L V- v u (,k' - '-'<'\~ _.t..Ll 6 

J. recognize some of the nw.in cou.ntries c:11d by the 
use of the ;JictL;.res to· J.earn something about them 
and the :people the.t liff,:; there 

Prt".yer for those of othsr 11: tions, especi:::.lly for certc.in 
needs tl1::::_t 2.re knOi.711 2:..11d fol~ tl1e ~::11ristie .. 11s 

Discussion of some of the difficulties the Cl1ristiru1s in 
some countries o.re ho.ving 
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Planning for e. closing r11eeting to u~1ich others 
will be invited when the '.7omen rvi1l h::cve the 
opportunity to pass on to others t}-w.t Vlhich 
they have learned 

Pl~:inning to get into touch '>'lith Cl1ristic:n 'Yemen 
of some other country ::md of contributing in 
some wo..y to their work 
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TJnit V"I: Children of One Father 

4. SI-IU:JBG OU2i. LOVE FOR GOD'S CHILDREN ALL OVZR 'l'E2 ':'!O?LD 

Aim: To lead the vromen to love the people from other l;:mds. 

Life Sitv.3.tion Involved: Lo.ck of interest of tl1e women in those of other 
nations, a.nd 8.ntagonism toward some nati-.~ns, especie.lly Jape-ill. 

Source Iv;at eris~s: 
Story: The Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 30-35) 
IEemory Verse; Prov. 14:34 
Hymn: 11 0h, '.~i11ere Are Kings 2.11d Em9ires s·Iov;r? 11 

Su~Jplementr::.ry Lraterials: 
Pictures: 

Scenes fron1 otx1er iands 
Peo)le from oti1er l2ncis 
L~8.p of the ::Iorld 

Additional Hynm: 
"In Christ There Is N0 :Tast Or 1:7est 11 (No. 241) 

Additional Stories: 
Stories of Christians in other 18nds, in oarticulr ... r those 

su<a- "'' in Japen, ,..Kagav'la o.nd others 

Suggested Class Procedure: 
The women may give their reports regc:ro.J.ng whe.t they hc~ve learned 

regardint:; other nati.ons. In some inste.nces it 111ay be necessory flor the 
teacher to hel? these· ivornen prepare their reports before the session. 
The story of the mr::11 who was kind to a ms11 thc-ct was not only of another 
country but who v1as from an enemy country may be told, c:::d :follov1ed by 
a discttssion of how we cBn help those from other no.tions, resulting in 
very d<;:finite plrns. By the v.se of the wo:lwn's lesson sheets, it may 
be sho\-m thd it is only as China works in with God's pla11 and the 
Chinese fleg is crossed with the Church fl8.g in the interest of the 
world, tll8t she C811 fully accom~)lish her mi:c:;sion on the earth. Some of 
t.he things '7hich China has given to the YJorld such as printing, and the 
compass may be mentioned, bringing out the fact tho_t China should continue 
to shc:;.re v1hat she has that is good ·,vith the world. The Bible verse ms_y 
then be recited,fol1owed bv the hvnm and ;)rayer for those of other 

-:Jer · • · · 
no.tions 8J1d,.that the nations of the •:1orld rnay become one Christian 
brotherhood. 

Additional Activities: 
Further study of the map m1d pictures, including a review of 

what has been le~u-ned 
Conclusion tfj£:' pla.11s for a closing meeting 
Conclusion of pl8ns for getting into touch ',-;ith Christi:::ms 

from other ne_tions 
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