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INTRODUGTION

A, The Problem of the Pressnt Study snd Its Significance

The old adege, "The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world",
, el CTn o o
is just as true in China as in other nations, The majority of the

mothers in China, however, are illiterate, uneducated, andysgperstit%pus;
thus much of their influence g@dktraining is not of the bgsﬁf kany of
them who have become Christians)des?re to have good Christisn homes end
to bring their children up properly, but they do not knowlhqw.<‘ﬂne
fqrtunately, the work of the Church is so great thaﬁ, thoughuiﬁfhas no

doubt recognized thet "The home examples are first in time, first in
: 5 n
in the hearts of our children! it has not bheen

L
3

influence and firs

the great opportunity for Christian trazining

able to take advantage of

offered by the home, Yebt the strategic importance of this phase of

the work cannot be questioned, The late Dr, W, A, P, Martin, for
h 2

sixty-six vears a missionary in China, is , for example, quoted as

saying, "Woman ignorant, hes made China Buddhist; will not woman, educated,
: g e T ‘ , Sistett B
make China Christian?"  And David Z. Cloyd has szaid, "in emancipated

= e - ‘ SRR
women will bless the Chinese just as she has blessed other peoples".

?rp@ the standpoinﬁ of #he Ghrisﬁiaprhurcha‘at ;ﬁast, it is evident
that unless the women of China are brought to a knowledge of Jesus and

to a desire to serve Him and have ftruly Chrigtiean homes, their influence

may be delrimental rather than of help to their nation and the world,

.

But it 1is equally evident that if this goal is %o be =mnproached, the

1. Cf, Holcombe: The Real Chinamen, p. 73

3. Horne: The New Education, p. 187

3. Gamewell: New Life Currents in China, p. 144
s i

. Cloyd: kodern ZEducstion
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women of Chine must be trained, And this demends suitable teaching
materials,
From her own gersonal experience in Chine and through confe ences
with others, missionaries»and Chinese leaders the writer hes come to a

Fel

ot l tion of Jhe leck of availeble materials for Christien workers,

4

Working with the women of rural South Chine she has felt the need of

L

Bible 1sosops snec 21lly planned. for ;hem and relsted to their beliefs,
customs, and lives,

In the first place, there is the need for such lessons for the sake
ofqthe womerl ﬁhemselves. Jomen in Chine nave been cons 1Qered inf erlor to
men for so many years thzt meny feel they are unable to learn. Their
inability ‘o read and sing is a éreat hendicap in tnelr relvﬂlous 11fs.
It is very dmportent thet they should have both the desire to learn and

the reu1171ilon th »b it is possible for them to do so.

"Provision for the educstion of adult women is importent in a couqtrj
where many women have had little or no education before marriage, buil
where enthusiasm for the education of women is groﬁing, and where the
part which women are expected to play is increasing. Ilany a man
wishes his uneducated wife to receive education and many en uneducsted
woman cherishes ambitions to learn., It is gederally not practicsble
for adult women to_enter the girls' school, and other provisions must
be made for them", S

There 1s no doubt that training in Christisn living aund service would be
of help to the individual devotional life of the women, to the 1life of
the home, and to the work of the church., It is the duty of the Church

to train its members. MNow, when there is the desire both on the part

1. Comnittee of Reference and Council of the Foreign Mission Conference
of HMorth Americas Christisn Education in China, p. 269
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of the men thot their wives be educsted and on the part of the women n
themselves to learn, the Church should take advantege of the opportunity.
In the second place, there is the need of such lessons for the scke
of the children. Ag a general rule, thewGhristiannmothergkqf rural |
South China do not give their children any training different from that
Which‘thgir non=Christian neighbors giye ﬁ?eir children. The’children
of Qhristian parents are fri¢htened into obedience by theAsams‘mislgading
stories of horrible creatures thet will comevgfter them’if they dgwnot
bghave. »They are poﬁ.taught the Biblemstories. MThgy, too, are perm}tted
to lie on the floor and kick until they get their own way, just as are
the children in non-Christian homes, They receive no special feligipusﬂ
training, ncr‘do’thsy see their parents worship their God except perhaps
on Sundey in church, In this last respeqt they are worse foﬁthap their
nqn—Christian neighbors, who do teke part in idol and encestor worship.
In‘both homes the ohild?en are>taughi when very small to‘make a bow or
say, "Thank you", when receiving a present, but in very few‘Chp;sfian
homes are the children taught to thenk their Heasvenly Father for His
) ‘ . ; S S
blessings. This the parents consider the duty of the Sundey School,
Until the mothers awoken to their responsibiliﬁy for thevreligipus
deve}opmenﬁ of their children, the Church will find great difficulty
in training them. It is very important that the mothers of Chine be
not only awakened to their regponsibility for ﬁhg religious development
of their children; but also trained in proper ways of teaching them and

of creating a Christisn home atmosphere. This is especially true as

1. Cf. The Report of & Deputation: Religious Hducetion in the Chinese
Church, p. 149
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matter. The training and culture of the‘missionary is very different
from thet of the pepp;g to whom he goes with his Message. Whaﬁ may
seem of great importence to the Americean oru$urqpeapum§y”hay¢ very
little connection withythgwlifa of the Oriepﬁal. .Mugh in the custpms,
cultu?évand religionsypf‘the Chinese is’of’g;esﬁ value an@ should be
filled w@th new meaning, rather than entirely disregarded. . C.

Bower has said,
"It is manifestly impossible for any zlien group to construct
curricula for the growing Christien community in mission lands
in the atmosphere and against the background of European and
American religion., The utmost that the alien can do is 1o
assist trained native Christians in constructing their own
curricula in the light of the particular needs of their own
people, Under no other conditions cen the Christien religion
become indigenous to the 1ife of the people',

Nevertheless, in spite of this, the writer feels justified in meking

the attempt, for though she cannot claim the qualification of being
a native, she has become personally ascguainted with many of the
customs and beliefs of the women of China and has learned to know
v s s el
intimately a number of Chinese women.  Through conversations with

other missionaries and Chinese leaders, as stated above, she has
learned that others also feel the need for lessons that will
correlate the religious teaching offered to the lives of the women.

iore then this, she has received suggestions through these conversations

[

with leaders, =zs well as through conversations with the women of

1. Bower: Tye Curriculum of Religious Zducation, pp., 245-2409

. The writer was born and spent much of her early life in rural
South China, and hes spent five yesrs as a missionary in this
region,

v



o the region themselves, All of this will natur

in the construction of these lessons,

liethod of Procedure

As a2 bhackground for preparing these lessons, P

A

nregent study w1ll desl with the 1life and needs of

rural South China, with the objectives which should
the lessons, snd with the princinles upnon which the

based,

Chapter One will involve = study of books snd

dealing with the history, characteristies, custoans,

and genersl enviromment of the women of China. Spe

be given to the litersture regsrding women of South

WHistory of China liission of

ally be of value

art One of

the women of

he reached through

should be

magezine articles

beliefs, onroverbs,

fl

RN

“
cial ion will

atte

Chinz, such 2s

Presbyterian Church"

by Harriet H. Noyes, "Linchow Stetion', a brief history of the work at
the very station which the iter hes had in m?nd in prepsring these
lessons, and "The Cross and the Dragon" by Rev. B.C. Henry, Cther
sources wihilch give very good generrl impressions of the cusboms of
Chine which are common to the differsnt regions include, "Things
Chinese" by J. Dyer Ball in Chine" by Lewls Hodous, "Ivery-
dcy‘Customs‘in China" by krs. J.G. Cormeck and "Villcge Life in China"
by Arthur H, Sﬂlth. In addifion to these a study will be made of the
reports of different commissions thet have surveys of the work
in China, Articles in the Chinese Recorder and other megazines
dealing with rursl work and work for women in China v oI5
studied, ad
bv discussions levders who are acquzinted'
ith the si icen, and as alrendy stoted,

LRI



with knowledge gleaned from the writer's own experience. 4s a
result of this study it is hoped to learn what the specific religious

needs of the women of rural South China =zre, in order that the lessons

planned mey be truly life-contered,

/

Chanter Two will deal with the objectives to be rezched by this
seriss of lesgons. These objectives will be based largely on the
Objectives of Christian Zducetion set up by the Internationszl Council

of Religious Education as found in Book One of their Curriculum Guide,

=1y

with specific adapiation to the needs of the Christian women of rural
South China, as found in the study made in Chapter One,

Chaster Three will_be a study of the underlying orinciples of
curriculum construction, This chapter will be divided ;nto two parts,
the first part dealing v13h a. study of the underlying principles of
curriculum construction, following the prinoiples set forth in

Book One of the Curriculum Guide as drewm up by the Internstional

Souncil of

ucation, The second pnart will coasist’of a
study of the nrinciples underlying the sclection of meterials., A4is
tlie knowledge end development of the majority of the Christiesn women
of rural South China is similar to that of Primery or Junior children

. . . :

in America, the principles will be followed which are suggested for

d‘

the selection of materiszls for use in tesching children in Book Two

of the International Curriculum Guide,

e

Growing out of the results of the study in Psrt One, Part Two will

£

consist of a series of suggested lessonsg for use among Thristian

women of rural Qonth Chinz, The Bible in Chinese =nd Inglish and

+the new Chinese Hymnal, "Hyms of Universzl Przise', which has recently

o



been published and which is being adopted by most of the churches in
China, will be used as source bhocks for the selection of materials
suited to the needs of the Christian women of rural Sgquth China,

Suitable supplementery materials will be chosen from other sources.






CHAPTER I

A STUDY OF THE LIFE AND MEEDS OF CHRISTTAW WOLEN
OF RURAL SOUTH CHIWA




CHAPTER I

A STUDY OF THE LIFE AND NEEDS OF CHRISTIAN WOMEN
OF RURAL SOUTH CHINA

A, Introduction

A giudy of the sources mentioned in the foregoing introduction
revealed that the main factors generally held to affect the lives
of the Christian women in China are the customs and beliefs,
religious festivals, environmental conditions, personal character=-
igtics of the women themselves end their lack of training, This
information having been ascertained, the contributions of the
different writers were then carefully studied and organized asbout
these topics, On the whole, the authors were found to be in agree-
ment, although thefe were, of course, variations in emphasis,’
These factors which influence the life and determine the needs of
the women will now be considered., Wherever possible, to ths
material gathered from the sources, will be added a number of
illugtrative incidents which have come from observations made by
the writer herself and from experiences which she herself has had
or which she has learned from others who have worked among the
wonmen of South Chine,

B. Customs and Beliefs Affecting the Lives of
the Christian Women of Rural South China

Anyone entering one of the large cities of China would be



impressed with the rapid changes which are taking place. Not the

least among these is the fact that in these big cities the Chinese
women hawe thrown off the idez that théy are inferior beings and
are taking their places alongh;ide the men, In the rural areas,
however, changeé do not come about so rapidly, The old customs,
with 1little interference from outside influences, have been handed
down from generation to generation and have been so thoroughly
instilled into the lives of the Chinese from childhood that they
are only very slowly being cast aside and changed for others, Chief
among these are the attitude toward women, religious festivals,
dominant fears, family or clan life, and worship,
1, Attitude toward Women

a., Inferior and Stupid

The ancient gsage Confucius taught,
. "Yomen are, indéed, human beings, but they are of a lower state

than men. They never can attain a full equality with men,

The aim of female education, therefore, is perfect submission

-~ not cultivation snd the development of the mind,"l
He also taught, "It is a law of nature that women should be kept‘
under the control of men and not allowed any will of their own."2
We of today may marvel at such teaching and consider that Confucius
wag not so wise after all, but these teachings have had a very
vital effect upon the lives and characters of the women of China,

1. Quoted by Bashford: China an Interpretatlon, p. 128
2e Ibid,, p. 128



The inferiority complex which it has produced in the hearts of
the Chinese women has been a greal drawback to thelr progress.
0f course, many of the modern women, who live in the cities, have
thrown off such restraints and have made marked progress along
many lines and have made great contributions to society in meny
fields., In the country, however, the feeling of inferiority on
the part of the women is still a strong factor, It has always
been considered woman's duty to obey the men of the family, her
father, her husband, end her son, In his book, "My Country and
My People", Mr, Lin Yutang says,

"Something in the Chinese blood never quite gave women her due

from primeval times, The fundamental dualigtic outlook with the

differentiation of the ‘yang' (mele) and the 'yin' (female)
principles, went back to the 'Eook of Changes', which was later
formulated by Confucius., The respect for women, a certain
tenderness toward the female sex, which was characteristic of
the Teutonic races alreasdy in their bvarberic days, was absent
in the early pages of Chinese history. As esarly as the time of
the folk songs, collected in the 'Book of Poems', there was
gsexual inequality, for 'when a baly boy was born, he was laid
on the bed, and given jade to play with, and when a baby girl
we.s hori, she was laid on the floor and given a tile to play
with,'"

As evidence of this attitude, at times one sees the son walking
to school or even riding in a chair, while his mother c¢arries his
bedding and other baggage. So has woman been considered the
servent of man, & person to make his 1ife more comfortable,

It naturally follows, toco, that as & rule women are not
gducated, because according to public opinion they are mentally
inferior to men, Of this lir. Jemes Bashford says, "Women in

1, Lin Yutang: My Country and My People, p. 137



China have always suffered from the teaching by the religious
Books of their inferiority to men."l As a result of this teaching
the women of China have been retarded in much of their development,
They have not learned to read or to write and this has been a
grest handicap to them in many ways, in religious as well as in
secular metters, Even worse than the lack of the training which
hag been denigd them is the feeling instilled into their minds
that they are really too stupid to learn and it is useless to ﬁry.z

b. Unwented and Unprofitable

For many vears & girl baby has been unwelcome in e Chinese

home, and unfortunately this is still too often the case, even in
some Christien homes. When a girl baby is born, be the home rich
or poor, she is often welcomed with a frown, In some cases she is
taken immediately to the foundling house, or is possibly even
thrown into the river.3 This is due not so much to heartlessness
a5 to the fact that the family does not feel able to support her.
A boy can be counted on to build up the family end carry on
ancestor worship, but a girl, efter being fed and cared for, must
be provided with a wedding portion and become a part of her husband's

4
family, thus being of no more service to her own family. This
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1, Bashford: Chine an Interpretation, p. 127
2, Cf, Smith: Villege Life in China, p. 307
Cf. Dyer Ball: Things Chinese, p. 763
3, Cf, Smith: Village Life in China, p. 307
Cf, Dyer Ball: Things Chinese, p. 765
4, Cf, Cormack: Everyday Customs in China, pp. 27-28



general attitude taken toward a girl, that she is no profit, but
rather a lisbility to her family is exemplified in this actual

incident: A missionary, walking along the road one day, heard one
man say to another, "Is that o man or = woman?" . To this his

¢ompanion replied, “Oh, that's unprofitable stock".

2. Religious Fesgtivals

Fegtival days play an important part in the lives of the
Chinese., The children, especially, look forward to these days
with much eagerness and anticipation, for it is a great time of
firing crackers and merrymeking in general.l While not all of
the writers investigated dealt with gll of the festivals included
here, each festival was mentioned in at least two sources, Brought
together the list includes, Chinese’NeW Year, Ch'ing Ming, The
Dragon Boat Festival, All Soul's Day, The Moon Festival, Ta-tsiu,
birthdays, funerals and weddings,

a, Chinese New Year |

Probably the most important of these festivals ig the Chinese
New Year Festival. The festivities on this occasion generally 4
extend over asbout ten da.ys.2 At some time during the twelfth
month, as the year draws to an end, there ig much activity
cleaning the house, for no cleaning can be done on New Year's
Day, for fear of sweeping out the blessings. The reception room

1, Cf, Educational Commission Representing the Mission Boards and
Societies Conducting Work in China: Chrigtian Education in
Chinaj p. 293

2, Cf, Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, p. 154



must be scrubbed clean end a2ll the cobwebs must be swept down from

the ceiling, The o0ld mottoes which have been pasted on each side
of the door during the past year must be removed and new ones pub
in their places. Over the door is pasted a sheet of red paper
bearing the words, "May the five blessings descend upon this house",
These "five blessings" are longevity, riches, health, virtue, and
a naturel death.l On the last day of the year much bathing, washing,
anéd shaving take place in preparstion for the great occasion.z

The end of the year is also & time for settling accounts, If
o man does not pay his debts before the new year, he is made to fesl
most uncomfortable and will find it very difficult to borrow money
again, Goods, and sometimes even children, are sold in order to
meet these obliga,tions.3

In heathen families the New Year season is also a time for
thanking the gods for past favors and for praying for blessings in
the future. A1l of the gods are remembered at this time with
incense, candles, and food.4

The ancestors, too, are not forgotten at this time for they
are'first permitted to partske of the spiritual part of the feast
before the family sits down to partake of its material benefits,
The food is set on the table before the ancestral tablets,
generelly in the reception room, A large incense burner with
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1, Cf. Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, p. 153
Cf, Hodous: Folkways in China, pp., 1=2

2o Cf, Cormack: Everyday Customs in China, p. 146

3. Cf, Hodous: Fplkways in China, p, 3

4, Cf, Ipid,, pp.3~4



burning incense, vases with flowers, lighted red candles, food and
wine, with spoons and chopsticks ocecupy the center of the table,
Every part of the ceremony is carried out as if the ancestors were
present, The various members of tne family, dressed in their new
holiday garments, verform the required ceremonies of kneeling aund
bowing, and of burning of incense bafore the ancestral tablets.l

The Chinese New Year time iz one of the occasions when the
women of China do have leisure and it is also a time of feasting and
visiting. ZXach home has prepared a great meny cakes znd whenever a
guest enters she is invited and expected to partake of these., One
missionary, for exampls, on her round of visits, called at ten or
twelve different homes and at each place had to eat a number of
greasy cakes, for if she stopped with but one or two the hostess
considered that her cakes were not apprecisted,

As can be imagined, the events of the Chinese New Ygar season
are snticipated for a long time beforehand and are a great event in
the lives of the women and children of rursl South China,

b. Ch'ing Ming

The festival of Ch'ing Ming is celebrated from about the fifth
oEfmrEl to the twentieth of April. At this time everyons, be he
rich or poor, old or young, is thinking of his departed. This is a
time for family reunions, for often members of the family return
from a distance to worship at the graves of their encestors. As

1, Cf. Hodous: Folkways in China, pp., 7=8



many of the family as are able go to the ancestral graves to repair

and decorate them, A feast is prepared for the spirits of the
departed, ag are paper gifts for their use in the spirit world. These
yearly visits are partly in order to protect the grawes. Should the
grave be neglected for a number of years, the keeper of the gwound
might level it and by planting trees thereon make the patch his own.l

Then sickness and misfortune come to a family, this is often at-
tributed to the fact that the spirit of the dead iz not happy. In such
a case the geomancer usually advises that the coffin be removed and re-
buried in some luckier place. If the coffin has rotted; the bones are
removed, scraped, wrapped in silk batting, placed in a jar, and put in
gsome other place, In some localities one sees dozens of these "potted
aﬁcestors" placed in holes in the side of the mountain or hill, for
this is considered a lucky siﬁe.z

c. Dragon Boat Festival

On the fifth day of the Fifth month is the Dragon Boat Festival,
a time of merrymeking and feasting. As Dyer Ball puts it, "This
festival is the nearest approach to an annual regatts that the Chinese
pa-ssess".3 This celebration commemorates the death of a virtuous
minister of state, Ch'u Yuan, in 314 B.C, He was a very efficient
men and highly esteemed by his prince, who ordered him at one time to
draw up certain regulations, This he proceeded to do. When a rivel
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1, Cf, Hodous: Folkways in China, pp., 92-93

Cf, Cormack: Everyday Customs in China, pp. 189-190
2, Cf, Hodoust Folkways in China, pp. 92-93
3, Dyer Ball: Things Chinese, p. 222
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desired a2 copy of these regulations before they would be published,
Ch'u Yuan refused to give them +to him, His opponent was angered at
this action and denounced him to the sovereign. This led to Ch'u
Yuan's degredation and dismissal, He became very much distressed
and finally committed suicide by clasping a stons to his breast and
jumping into the river, Each year this occasion is celebrated by
making little packages of boiled rice, done up in bamboo leaves, Such
offerings were cast into the river by the fishermen at the time they
tried to rescue the body, Imitations of these packages, made of
cloth and filled with fragrant powder are presented to one's friends,
Long narrow boats, from fifty to one hundred feet in length and just
wide enough to seat two men abreast, with a dragon head in front and
tail in the back, snd decorated with meny flags, are raced up and
down the rivers for a number of days at this season. They are
propelled very rapidly by paddles, moving to the rhythm set by the
beating of drums and gongs. Large crowds lins the banks at all times
during the day to watch these races, Plagues are thought to be pre-
vented, if these boats are paddled about near the time of the festival.l
There were so meny accidents in connection with these races that the
government stopped them for some time, but during the last few years
the custom has been revived,
d. All Soul's Day

On the first day of the seventh month "All Soul's Day" is cel-

ebrated, It is believed that during this month the SPirits of the
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1, Cf, Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, pp. 155-156
Cf, Hodous: Folkways in China, p. 36
Cf, Dyer Ball: Things Chinese, pp. 222=223



dead are liberated and can wander sbout anywhere they desire, During
the whole month the people are very much afraid of these spirits and
children are advised to return home early that they may not be injured
by them. The spirits that wander are those who have no one %o
provide for them after death, Quantities of peper clothing are
burned, for it is thought that as winter approaches the spirits will
have need of warm clothing, Everyone is taxed to provide these
clothes and to pay for the elaborate ritual which the priests perform.l

e. Moon Festival
On the evening of the fifteenth of the eighth month, the harvest

moon is full, Then, between the hours of nine and eleven, when the
moon is high in the heaven, the women and children celebrate the Moon
Festival, Many very fancy cakes, with mysterious characters written
wpon them, are prepared for the occasion, It is the joy of every
child's heart to be able to possess ons of fhese cakes. A table is
spread in the courtyard with a picture of the moon in the center., All
of the married women whose husbands are alive burn incense and kowtow
to this picture. After the worship is completed, wine is drunk and
fruit and moon cakes are eaten.z The main idea in connection with
this festivel is the enjoyment of Heaven's bounty and the sharing of

3
it with gods and men, but in the background is the idea of thanksgiving,
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1. Gf, Henry: The Gross and the Dragon, p. 158
Cf, Cormeck: Everyday Customs in China, pp. 98-99
2. Cf, Ibic., pp. 180-1E1
Cf, Hodous: Folkways in China, pp. 180~181
Cf, Henrys The Cross and the Dragon, pp. 158-159
3, Cf, Hodous: Folkways in China, p. 179
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£, Ta=tsiu
A number of brillisnt displays called "te=tsiu" occur in
Kwangtung province in the month of Ocﬁober.l At this time the
harvest is completed and offerings of thanksgiving:are prgsented
to the spirits who have helped the farmers in #hsir work,
g. Birthdeys
The celebration of birthdays slso holds an important place in
the lives of the Chinese. Great importance is placed upon the
occasion when a boy is one month old.3 Elaborate celebrations,
with feasting, theatricals and the firing of crackers, take place
upon certain birthdeys, commencing with the thirtieth and occurring
every ten years thereafier., In the life of =z women, it is the
thirtyefirst, forty-<irst, fifty~first,etc, that is celebrated,
h, Funerals
Funerals are also timegz for feamsting and firing of crackers.
It is believed that the noise of the crackers keeps away evil gpirits,
The family is dressed in the white cloth of mourning and the women
of the family keep uwp an almost continuous wailing whenever they
hear anyone approaching the house, A mat shed is constructed in
front of the house and in this building the hired musicians keep
up a shrill noise which they call music. Much ceremony is connected

1. Cf, Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, p. 160

2. Cf, Hodous: Folkweys in China, p. 202

3. Cf, Cormack: Everydey Customs in China, p. 37
Cf. Dyer Ball: Things Chinesse, p. 96
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with the occasion, the Chinese having a saying, "The most important
thing in 1ife is to get buried well".l
i, Weddings
Weddings are also times of great celebration, firing of crackers,
and feasting, for marriage is considered the end and aim of a girl's
life and she is taught from childhood by her parents to look forward
to this as her goal, ©She herself has little to say regarding her
wedding or the chosing of her mate, for she is of no importance. A
man in China does not marry so much for his owvm benefit as for the
benefit of his family, that there may be descendants to kesp up the
ancestral worghip and that his mother may have a daughter-in-law to
wait on her, Thus although the day is generally not a happy one
for the bride and greom it is for the many friends and relatives who
gather to have a good time. As part of the ceremony, the bride and
groom must pay the proper respects to the groom's parents and also
to the ancestral tablets.g
Je Summary
Thus it is evident that there are many festivals occuring all
through the year which have a vital effect upon the lives of the

women of rurel South China, The wealthy spend much time and money

upon the proper barrying out of all of these ceremonies and the poor

1. Dyer Ball: Things Chinese, p. 460
Cf, Smith: Village Life in China, pp, 191-195

2., Gf, Dyer Ball: Things Chinesse, pp. 417-418
Cf. Smith: Villege Life in China, pp., 179-180
Cf. Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, pp. 161-162
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do what they can, often going into debt, that the wedding and
funeral ceremonies, particularly, may be ‘conducted properly.
Although many of the ceremonies which are connected with idol
worship, such as burning of incense and the bowing to the ancesiral
tablets, are laid aside when a woman Eecomes a Christian, yet it
is quite naturel end, rightly so, that these festivals still play
a very important part in the lives of the women and cuildren of

these rural regions of South Chinas.,
3, Dominant Fears

a. Introduction
Tﬁe fear of evil spirits which dominates the lives of the
people of rural South China and the fact that calamity and sickness
are attributed to evil spirits were found to be emphasized in most
of the books studied, Ancestor worship and the fear that the
departed spirits will return to teake vengeance upon those who
remain if the proper rites and ceremonies are not performed were

also emphesized by meny of the writers,

b. Evil Spirits
Tb;for occupies a large part in the 1iveé of these women, They
bélieve %hat they are surrounded by spirits constantly seeking to do
them harm, They do believe in good spirits, but the fear of the bad
ones seems to be much stronger and affects their lives much more than
does the belief in the good ones, Of this Mabel Howlin has said,

"The many times that fear of ‘evil spirits'® was mentioned,
often by children from Christian homes, would indicate



14

thet it takes more than one generstion to overcome the conditions
of centuries and the current beliefs of a non-~Christian community.
The constant possibility of being overtaken and harmed by some
evil spirit breasthes in the air., The hideous images of these
deities in the temples, and the offerings every month to placate
them, make them real in z way that no American 'ghosts and goblins'
cen be, Buddhism as one sees it in these fear-ridden children and
adults seems far from the flowery, esoteric philosophy of the hooks
read on the subject in comfortable American libraries: The cold
morals of Confucianism offer these children nothing as vivid as
are the forces of evil that haunt them, It is nothing short of
'Good News' to them to learn in Christian religious education
classes that there iz a God who can be depended upon -- one whose
love is more powerful then eny other force in the world."l

Children are often dedicated to certain gods in order that they
may be protected by the god from the evil spirits.2 At one time
the writer entered a Chinese temple in which, among other gods, was
a very hideous god of thunder, Laxdi before this god were a number
of sheets of red paper bearing the names of certain children and say-
ing that they had been dedicated to this god, The god of thunder is
considered a very powérful god, hence many mothers are desirous that
their children shall receive his protection,

Many cherms are hung over the bed in order to keep awey evil
spirits: a sword fashioned from cash which have been strung with red
cord, the shape of a pair of scissors cut out of paper, a tiger skin,
forms of wild enimels cut from paper, a pair of trousers, or a bunch
of red peppers, all of these are considered very potent charms.3

If a person is drowning, meny are unwilling to go to his rescus,

since they fear that the evil spirit in the water, who is trying o

get the drowning person, mey turn on his rescuer., It is better to
4

£y

leave him to his fate,
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1. Internstional Journzl of Religious Education, November 1935, p.9
2, Cf. Nest Christ and a Chinese Family, p. 45

3. Cf, Cormack: Everyday Customs in China, p, 29

4, Gf, Nee: Christ end a Chinese Family, p. 18
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Smell childreh.éenerally have certain charms, designed to keep
off the evil spirits, hung around their necks. Often a boy is given
the name of a girl or of an animal, in order that the spirits may be
fooled and not degire him, In one Sunday School class there were
three little boys who bore the name of "dog"., A timid or nervous
child is considered to have clearer vision than others, his timidity
or nervousness being attributed to the fact that he is able to see

1
these evil gpirits which are invisible to the eyes of older people,

Disease is commonly believed to be caused by evil spirits.
Often the sick person is put through various forms of torture, as
burning and pricking with nsedles, in order that the evil spirit mey

2
e driven from his body, Demon possession is believed in by a
majority of the illiterate country people and meny charms are used
3
in attempting to drive them out,

Houses often have the reputation of being infested by evil
spirits and are sold very cheaply, as everyone is afraid to live
there, The real reason for the sickness which comes is often due
merely to the dampness and noxious gases which are caused by the
lack of ventilation., During special festivals such as New Year and
the Moon Festival, a great many firecrackers are exploded, thus
consuming or carrying awsy the noxious gasses. The people, being
ignorant of the natural law working in these instances, attribute
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L, Of. Cormack: Everyday Customs in China, p. 38
2, Cf, Hodous: Folkways in China, p. 208
3. Cf. Cormack: Everyday Customs in Chine, p. 254



the resulting healthiness to the noise, which they believe has
driven away the evil spirits.l

The women of rural South China believe sincerely in the power
of these evil spirits, It is not surprising, then, thet they do
~their utmost to conciliate them and to gain their help, for they
never know when, where, or in what form they may come into contact
with an evil spirit, These are considered to take every kind of
shape, animal, bird, reptile, plant, tree, broom, log, and such like,
Begides all of these spirits, there are the spirits of the earth, air,
sea, and all the elements and powers of nature whose good will must
be procured and kep“t.2 These spirits are no respectors of age or
person, but their power is manifested continually in every phage and
¢ircumstance of life.3 Since these beliefs have such a hold on the
women and since they so thoroughly permeate the lives of the women,
it is not to be wondered at that these uneducated women find it
difficult to throw off their fear of them entirely, even after
becoming Christians, |

¢. Ancestors

As already intimated above, in the consideration of Chinese
New Year and Ch'ing Ming, ancestor worship is an important force in
the lifs of every Chinese., The ancient sages taught filial piety
and the reverence for and devotion to parents and other superiors
in sge and position, as practiced by the Chinese, are very

1. Cf, Henrys The Cross and the Dragon, pp. 52=53
2. Cf, Cormack: Everyday Customs in China, p, 248
3, Cf, Ibid., p. 237
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cormendable, Unfortunately in more recent times this practice has

developed mainly into the devotion to the dead and performing the
proper ceremonies and presenting the proper offerings before the
ancastral tablets.l Mencius taught,

"The nourishment of parents when living is not sufficient to be

accounted the great thing, It is only in the performing their

obsequieg Whe% dead, that we have what can be considered the

great thing,"
The latter part of this teaching has been emphasized to the detriment
of the first part in many cases so that, although passages from the
"Canon of Filial Piety" are quoted, they are often not observed in
real life, This, however, is not always %rue.3 The writer has known
of several instences in which the son and daughter-in-law have made
life miserable for the parents while they were living, but upon their
death have gone through great ceremony and done much weeping and
mourning for them, The motives for all this sorrow is not any
affection for the departed. In many cases tﬁey are glad to havs
them go, but they fear that the spirit will come back to haunt them

if the proper burial ceremonies are not performed, As Dr. Henry

puts it, "They are kept all their lifetims in fear, not of death,
4

r

but of the dead",
4, Family or Clan lLife

The life of’the Chinese, especially in ruralrregions, is
centered in the family or the clan, Often the people in a
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1. Cf, Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, p., 124

2. Quoted in Cormeck: Everyday Customs in China, p. 88
3. Gf, Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, pp. 124-125

4, Ibid., p. 125
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whole villages bear the same surname, FRach village has its ancestral
hall in which the ancestral tablets are placed and around which much
of the life of the villege is centered. It is rather significant
that Dr. Sun Yat-Sen, the grest national hero of China, felt that
his people had strong family or clan spirit, but very little
national spirit.l Of this he said, "So if we want to restoré our
national stending we must first revive our national spirit".z The
women of the rural regions are especially ignorant of metters regarding
their own country. Their interests are centered wholly around their
families,
5. Worship
The worship of the Chinese family is largely carried on by the

women, As one enters the temples one notices that there are more
women tzking part than there are men, The same is true in the
Christian churches, Because of this, Dr. fenry has said that he
believes the hope for the conversion of China is to be found in the
women, for they are the religious portion of the peOple.3 He goes
on to say,

"fhile the men worship out of pure selfishness, the women are

often prompted by the longing of their heart for sympathy and

comfort, “*
The mother is the cne who trains the child in the forms of worship,

This worship, however, secems tc be of a wvery mechanical nature, the

observance of certain set forms and ceremonies, of kneeling, bowing,
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1, Cf, Sun: San Min Chu I, p, 12

2, Ibid,, p. 124

3. Cf, Henry: The Cross and the Dragon, p. 293
4, Tbid., p. 293
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and knocking'the,héad on-the ground, Every night and morning
incense must be lighted and plaéed before the houschold shrines,
This is generaliy the duty of one of the children. On certain dec-
casions, the ceremonies to be gone through .are fixed and have been
passed down from genseration to generation, the mothers training the
children in the proper verformances,

Unfortunately when a women becomes a Christien this feeling of
obligation for training the children in worship does not generally
carry over, This may be partly due to the fact that they do not
know of any Ghesstidn forms and ceremonies which should be conducted,
When one of the women from the aboriginal {ribes in the mountains
was asked why she did not become a Christian she replied, "How do
you become e Christian? .Don't I come down and celebrate Christmas
every year?'. Many seeﬁ to consider that going to church once a
week is ali that is necessary for worship, The China Continuation
Committee reports the following reasons as given by Christians
families for not conducting family worship: the inability to read;
the absence from_home, at times, of the only one able to léad i
prayer; lack of time, because the family is too busy; indifference.
To these the Committee of Reference and Council of the Foreign
Mission Conference of North America hasg added a siith, the fact
that the parents do not realize that they have a duty to educate
their children religiously.1 It might also be true that they do
nnot know how to give them religious training,

e 8 © T & & o

1. Cf. Educational Commission representing the Mission Boards and
Societies conducting work in Chinas Christian Education in
China, pp. 291=292
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6. Summary

A study of the customs and beliefs which affect.the‘livés of
the Christian women of rural South Chinea reveals, then, that
outstanding among them are the national attitude toward Womew, the
various religious festivals which occur throughout the year, the
fear of evil'spirits and of the spirits of the ancestors, their
famiiy or ¢len spirit, =znd the responsibility for much of the
worship in the home and in the temple which rests upon them. These
econditions reveal that there are meny needs connected with the
lives of the Christisn women of rural South China, These will

be dealt with later,

C. Environmental Gonditions Influencing the Lives
of Christian Women of Rural South China

1. Introduction

Although much progress has been made in the matter of trans-
portation in the large cities of China, and although automobiles,
aeroplanes, traing, and launches are becoming common sights, they
have not as yel penetrated very far into the interior of South
China, And although their gisters in the cities have been able
to travel and see different parts of the country, the women in
the rural regions esre forced, because of poverty, to stay at
home in order to help make a living for the family. These two
factors, the narrow horizons hemming them in and the poverty
ever dogging them, were set forth in meny of the sources examined

ag outstanding envirommental influences., To these the writer,
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out of her experience, would add another, namely, the degrading
influences which surround the women, This factor was also mentioned
by Dr. Henry,
2. Narrow Horizons
Rarel& do the women of these rural areas have the opportunity
of traveling very far from home; thus their knowledge is greatly
limited and they are extremely narrow minded and slow to lay aside
the old and take up the new.l One illustration of this is found in
Smith's statement,
"The wife of a Tao-t'ai told a foreign lady that in her next
existence'age hoped to be born a dog, that she might go where
she chosel" :
Another is found in the case of an old lady who was much opposed to
her grend-daughters® bobbing their hair. When the girls went to
Centon to school and found thet everyone else had bobbed hair, they
conformed to the style, On their return home for vacation they
wondered what their grandmother would say, By this time, however,
the style of bobbed hair had spread into the country and the old
lady had seen meny instances of it and had come to realize that it
was very common, When her grand-daughters arrived she said, "I
don't blame you for bobbing your heir, you'd feel very queer, being
thg’only ones with long hair", Still another example of the
restricted 1ife of women is to be found in the following story, of
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a young women missionary who went with her father to hold meetings
ih one of the villages in the country, The women of the villege
thought it unusually considerate of her father to take her around
to different places, for they said a Chinese man would never do it
and a woman would never dare go alone, Since Confucius taught that
woman's place is at home; she rules inside, while man rules outside
the héme, the women seldom go far from horne.1
3. Poverty

Most of the people in the rurel regions of China are poor and
have large families to support, Often they live a hand-to-mouth
existence and the women heve a hard time to figure out how they are
to make ends meet, This is often m source of real wovrry to thenm,
Because of thisg, too, they are hampered in their desires to improve
their menner of living, Most of them work hard from sarly morning
until late at night, with only a short reat at nc:mn.2 Meny work in
the fields and some spend the day out on the mountain side, under
the hot sun, cutiing grass and carrying it home to burn or to sell.
By the time evening comes they are very tired.3 As a result the
women have very little spare time,

L 4 ¢ © * o o

1, Cf, Lin Yutang: My Country and My People, p. 146

2. Cf, Smith: Village Life in China, pp. 275-276
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4, Degrading Influences
Meny of the women of rural South China do not know how to use

what 1ittle leisure time they do have, At Chinese New Year time

they have a number of days when all werk is dropped and every one

has a good time, Too often the women are entiged by their non-

Christian neighbors to join their gambling gemes or to form small

groups to gossip, It is not surprising that they yield, for they

have so little recreation,

The use of vile langusge is another habit against which Chinese
women who have become Unristians continually have to struggle., This
is especially difficult because they are continually hearing their
neighbors use it, At one home where the writer visited she was
awakened every morning by one of the neighbors talking at the top of
her voice, nearly every other word she used being such z2s would not
bear repeating, The little girl in the home, asbout two years old,
came in one day and used some of the language she had besn listening
to without realizing what she was saying. Dr. Henry says of this
languags:

"The conversation of the poorer classes especially is sometimes
to0 vile o2nd horrible to think of, It ssems perfectly inconcelvable
that peoovle, however degraded, could bring their lips fto repeat
such language as falls incesgantly from their tongues, If the
conversation that Lot was compelled to listen to in Sodom was
anything like that which greets the ear in China, he certainly
deserved profoundest commiseration, They never swear, proverly
spesking; but I have often felt that a good round oath in English
would be a relief to the awful vilensss of the expressions with
which their conversation is so thickly interlarded. To hear boys
use in play, or mothers in speaking to their daughters, or parents
t eaching the lisping child to repeat words, the like of which I

could scarcely believe a human being could be found base enough
to ubter, and that too without any apparent thought that they



were saying anything out of the way, == revealed a depth of
pollution that was appalling; and to be compelled to hear such
longuage day after day was one of the greatest trials of my
1ife in China,"
This statement coming from e foreigner is especially significant, as
in most cases foreigners understend very little of such langusage., It
is very difficult for the Christian women to keep their language
pure when they are constantly hearing that which is not pure, It is
especially difficult for them to keep their children from learning
vile lenguage. Many of the Christian women have mentioned the fact
that they wish they might find an enviromment where their children
would be free from learning habits of gambling and using bad langusge.
5, Summnary
To sum up, then, the environmental conditions which are out=
gtanding in their influence on the Christian women of rural South
China are these: their horizons are very narrow ds they have little
opportunity for travel; hence they know very 1little about the
world outside of their own circumsdribed environment, Their
living is further hampered by the limitations of poverty and
the demands of hard work, Their Christian ideals, where these have
been caught, are constantly exposed to the counteracting forces of
such degrading influences as gambling, gossiping and vile language,

1. Heary: The Cross and the Dragon, pp. 59-60
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D, Personal Characteristics of the Christian Women
of Rursl South China
1, Introduction
A study of the forces that influence the Christian women of
rural South China is not in itself sufficient to enable one to
understand fhem fully, It is also necessary to make a study of
the characteristics of the women themselves, Most of the material
which follows, delineatingthese characteristics has been gained from
the writer's own contacts with them, Others would no doubt report
other characteristiés. To the writer, however, the picture that
emerges as predominant, out of an experiencs of twenty yesrs of
living emong them, is that of an industrious, hospitable, beauty-
loving, helpful group,
2, Industrious .
The women of rural South China are very industrious. They
generally arise very early in the morning and keep busy most of the
day. In most cases this is made nscessary because of poverty and
the large femilies which they have. They are very capable, MNeny
consider that the people of South China are the most capable people
in China.'éThé§&>are,alsorvery persistent, When they determine to
do a thing they generally stay at it until the task is accomplished,
Their skill, persistencs, and patience are shown in the fine
embroidéry end carving which they produce, Lin Yutang has said
of the people of South China,

"South in Kwangtung, one meets sgain a different people, where
racial vigor is agein in evidence, where psople eat like men
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and work like men, enterprising, cerefree, spendthrift, pugnacious,
adventurous, progressive and quick-tempered, .."

If the women of rural South China are once persuaded they can
learn and have the determinetion to do so, in many cases, they make

very rapid progress,

3, Hospiteble
Hospitality is another dominant charascteristic of the women of

rural South China, The migsionary or Chinese worker is nearly
always welcome in the homes and invited to drink a cup of tes. At
one home where the writer had the privilege of spending the night,
only one woman, a graduate of the mission school, was a Christian,
Yet the group of Christiens who went to call upon her received a
royal welcome in this home and were urged to spend the night, The
women of the house stayed up very late asking questions about Chrigiis
anﬁt?y, The next morning the Christians were urged to stay longer
and when they were unable to do so, the family went with them for
a long distance =nd then stood in the rain until they were out of

sight, calling after them to be sure and return soon, This is only
one of many incidents of the hespitality of the Chinese women which
might be cited, In itself this incident shows that the hospitality
of the women of rural South China is not limited 1o the social
realm alone but extends into the spiritual realm azs well,

e e o & © e © OO

1. Lin Yuteng: My Country and My People, pp. 18-19
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4, Beauty~Loving

The Woﬁen of South China have a great‘appreciation for the
beautiful, They delight in wearing flowers in their hair, Many do
not like the looks of the bare, smoke=blackened walls in their
homes. Thus one sometimes finds newspapers pasted on the walls,
Oftener still the wall is decorated with cards which have been
obtained from packsges of cigarettes, or even with obscene pictures.
In many cases the Christians have asked for Bible pictures which
they could paste on their walls and explain to their non-Christian

neighbors when they call,

5, Desirous of Helping Cthers
Many of the women of rural South Chine are esger to witness to
others of their faith, bul meny say they do not know how., One old
lady who has raised a fine Christian femily, with six of her
children in Christian work, was very much worried because she did
not feel that she herself was doing anything for Christ, One day
she said to one of the missionaries,
"I ¢an't sing, snd my memory is not good, I can't remember a
Bible story long enough to tell it to someone else. I'm not much
good, but there are meny children in my neighborhood and if you'll
come and teach them, I can provide a place in my house and collect
o group of children",
The class was started. ZKach Sundey the old laedy prepared the room
and gathered from twenty to thirty children to learn to sing and
listen to the Bible stories., Sometimes she invited other women to

come and listen too., Her face shone with happiness that she was

really able to do something for her Lord and to tell others about
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child is sick, a Christian will find it herd to throw off her old
beliefs, but will resort to her old heathen practices of driving the
evil spirits from the body. They have not yet learned that Jesus
can free them from their bondege to superstition and fear and 2dd
new mesning to their lives, Often they are just as hungry, if not
more so than the non-Christisn women, to hear the "0ld, 0ld, Story"
for they have become awakened to their need. Many have not learned
what Jesus Christ can mean to their lives and their homes if they

fully surrender to Him,

6. Lack of Training}in Responsibility to Witness for Christ

In many cases the women have not as yet realized their respon-
sibility to witness for Christ, They feel that this is the duty of
the missionary, the preacher, and the Bible women, The Church is
coming more and more to realize that as it becomes more and more
indigenous and self-supporting there is going to be less place for
the paid Bible women, and more place for laywomen in all of the
work of the Church,l' As yet, however, especially in their owm
homes, the women seem to feel very little responsibility for
witnessing for CQrist end for giving their children Christian
teaching, 4 Church ié very much weakened unless each of its members
feels that he or she has a part in the work, As has been shown above,

in many cases this is due largely to the fact that they do not

know how,

1, Cf, National Committee for Christian Religious Zducation in China:
Training for Service in the Chinese Church, p. 40
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F. Summary and Conclusions

From the above study it is obwious that the Christian women of
rural South Chine have many needs, They need to be'freed from the
feeling of inferiority which the teaching of the ancient ssges has
brought wpon them, They need to realize that they are important
and that what they think and do is very important, They need to
know that they are exerting a great influence upon their families
and communities and that it is important that this influence shall

be for the good, They need to know that #hey can learn and
especially they need to be given the opportunity to learn,

Throughout the year meny difie:.gr}t festivals -océur which are
colebrated by the Ghinesé. In most ceases heathen worship is
connected with these festivals, There is need that these festivals
be given a religious significance im the minds of the Christian
women and that they learn Christian methods of celebrating them,

Feer is a powerful force in the lives of the women of rural
South China, There is fear of evil spirits, fear of the powers
of nature, fear of disease, fear of death, and fear of the spirits
of the departed. These women need to know:that Jesus Christ hag
power to overcome these evil forces, banish all fheir fears and
bring pesce into their lives, ‘

The life of the Chinese has always been bound up in the
family or clan, The women of rural South China know very little
about their own nation, They need to know something about their
country and to realize that they cen play an important part in

its reconstruction, particularly by helping to make it Christian,
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In heathen worship much of the respongibility falls to the
lot of the women, Since burning of incense and candles has no
part in Christian worship the newly converted Christén women
need to be trained in the importance of worship in the home and
to be taught methods which they may use in this worship,

These women are so tied down with their work that they know
very little else., They need to be taught forms of wholesome
recreation and need to be supplied with useful occupations to f£ill
leisure time which they do have in place of the gambling and
gossiping to which their non-Christian neighbors tempt them,

The love of beauty evidenced in these women needs to be
satisfied, Instead of the pictures from packages of cigarettes
and obscene p}ictures, to which they turn for want of something
better, they should be given materials which are both beautiful
and helpful,

Meny of the Chinese women, when they become Christians, wish
to tell others about the new joy which has come into their lives,
but they do not know how to go about it., There is a real need

for expression, This involves not only opportunity, but also
direction and the provision of helpful ma:berials.-

The Christian women of rural South China need to be trained in
reading end writing, in the laws of hygiene , in Christian home
management, in methods of training children, in the practice of

Christian living, end in witnessing for Christ,
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Such,then, are the needs which must form the basis ©f any
attémpt to provide suitable materials for the task of giving these

Christian women of rural South China adequate Christian training,
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OBJECTIVES TO BE REACHED THROUGH A COURSE OF BIRLE STUDIES '
"FOR USE IN TEACHTIHG CHRISTIAN WOMEN OF RURAL SOUTH CHINA

A, Introduction
In preparing a course of Bible studies it is very important tol

determine first whai results these lessons should seek to accomplish,
or, in other words, to set up their aims or objectives. Much thought
and study has been given to the question of objectives ig Christian
religious education by Christian leaders in recent years. ’Ihe
International Council of Religious E&ucation}aqting for "Protgstant
Evangelicgl forces of ﬁhe United Staﬁes andVCangda",‘has drawn up
and published a list of objectives in connection with their
Interﬂaﬁiongl Curriculum Guide, palled,‘"Prinpigles<apd ijec#ivesA_~
of Christian Education". As therein set forth the general objectives
of Christien education are to lead the pupil to a knowledge of God
and into a personal relationship with Him; to bring the pupil to an
understanding and”appreciation ofvthe life and teachings of Jesus
and to an experience of’HimiasrLord and Savior, resulting in loyalty
to Him and His cause, expressed in life and conducty to guide the
pupil in a progressive and continuqus dgvelopment‘in Christlikq
gharagter; to stimulate the pupil to participation in the construction
of a sogial order based on the ideal of the Fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of man; to lead the pupil to cooperate in the work of-
the Church; and to»help the pupil to assimilate the best religious

35
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experience of the race, especially that expressed in the Bible., Dr.
Paul Vieth in his outstanding work, "Objectives in Religious Education,’
follows this same general outline.

As these are now commonly recognized by the leading religious
educaiors of the day’as the chief aims of Ghristian‘education they
will form the basis for the objectives of the lessons‘to be prepared.
General pbjectives, however, are in themselyesﬂnot adequate, for_there
must be a specific adaptation to the particular group which is to be
taught. The purpoée’of‘this chapter then, is to modify these objectives,
in the light of the findings of the preceding chapter, to meet the
gpecific needs of the Christian women of rural South China., An
intérvening step will be to consider the full implicatipns of each of
these‘objsctives as they are analyzed in the International Curriculum

Guide,

‘ B, An Analysis of the Objectives of Christian Education
1, Personal Relationship to God
The first objective, as stated in full in the above-mentioned
sourcs, reads as follows:
"Christian religious education seeks to foster‘in growing persons
a consciousness of God as a reality in human experience, and a
sense of personal relationship to Him,"
This general aim is then analyzed into six subsidary aimss
Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to a knowledge of
God as He is revealing Himself in nature, in the Bible, in Jesus
Christ, and as He is operating ﬁh;oggh the Holy Spirit in personal

1, The International Council of Religious Education: The International
Curriculum Guide, Book I, p, 10
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_egpe;;egge. Thisﬂgxperiencp of God should be an‘everagrowinghgnd
enlarging experience, For although the teacher cannot adequately
present God to the intelligence of the pupil, he can guide the pupil
and help him in his discovery‘of‘GOd.l

Christian education seeks to guide the pupil beyond the mere
gppropriation of knowledge about God and seeks through an ever-

growing and increasing experience to lead to a conviction of the

reality of God, His being, character, and purpose, and thus to a sound
2 :
faith in God,

Christian education, as a result of this faith, seeks to lead

the pupil to respond with such attitudes toward God as dependence,
' and love.
trust, obedience, =nd gratitudas This is the Father-child relation-
' 3
ship between God and the Christian,

Christian education, through this relationship between the
Qhristian and God,seeks to lead to the practice of Worship or
communion with God. This may be individual or group worship. Wor-
ship is of value bpth for its own sake and as a motivating power

, , e 4
that impels the worghiper to cooperate in God's work for the World.*
As experience with God,thiskcommunion with Him, finds
exXpresgion in action, s0, in ever fuller measure, through‘serv§ce
With.and for men shall the Christien have a deepening~conscipus3993

of God and a sense of cooperation with Him in the fulfillment of

Cf. :

1./The International Council of Religious Zducation: The
International Curriculum Guide, Book I, p. 10

2. Cf, Ibid., p. 10

3. Cf. Ibid., p. 10

4, Cf, Ibid., p. 10
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Hig purposes, Christian edgcation seeks to lesad the pupil to a
realization that he is a member of a gocial group of which God is
a gart and to a growing sense of the presence of God in the group
life.1
Ag o result of this feeling of working together with God,
Christian education seeks to guide the pupil to determine his conduct,
both personal and social, on the basis of God's relation to the
world, and of faith in the"eternal principles of right and justice".
It seeks to help the pupil to counect religion with the whole of life
and to express the will of God through a life lived invharmgny‘with
these eternal principles upon which the universe itself is founded.2
Ze Personal‘Rglatiqnship to Jesus
The second geperal ijectivg reads:
"Christian religious education seeks to develop 1h growing pefSons
such an understandlng and appreciation of the personallty, llfe '
and teaching of Jesus as will lead to experience of him as Savior
and Lord, loyalty to him and his cause, and will manifest itself in
daily life and conduct."3
Three subdivisions appear under this objectives
Christian education seeks to bring the pupil into relationship
With’Jesus Christ and to a realizgtion that Christ igrtheVOne who
can give them the "Abundant Life". It seeks to inspi;g“in'the pupil
a loyglty to Christ as Savior and Lqrd and a feeling of union With
Him in His spirit,‘purpose and wprk. It seeks to help the pupil
through Christ to find the Fa‘l:her.4

L] ] L4 L . L *

1. Cf, The International Council of Religious Education: The
" International Curriculum Guide, Book I, p. 10

2. Cf. Ibid., p. 11

3. Ibid., p. 11’

&, Cf, Ibid., p. 11



q Christisn education seeks to lead the pupil to a realization’tbat
&od is like Christ and that Christ is the perfect revelation of God.
By the use of Jesus' teaching and example it seeks to;lead the pupil
to a real knowledge of God and an experience with Him,l

d Ch;istian educaiion_seeks to lead the pupil to an.ggqutance ij

Jesus as example and moral guide in all matters of conduct. It seeks
to lead the pupil to accept Him as guide in all present-day situations.z
3. Development of Christlike Character

The third general/objective is stated thus:

"Christian religious education seeks to foster in growing persons g
a progressive and continuous development in Christlike character".

This is divided into fifteen sub-aims, which are as follows:
Christign‘education sgeks to lead the pupil to the "fullest
pqssible self-realization", It’seeks‘qontingqus‘growth‘and progress ‘
which will result in a greater capacity for further progress and grovrl:h.4

Christian educaiion seeks to lead to a knowledge and gnderstanding
of éin, its nature end meaning, and to lead to an 9xperiencerof‘sin~
forgiven and of restoration to fellowship with God, There is so much
sin in this world that it is impossible for life to reach its fullest
development without a consideration of the meaning of sin and the
method of recovering from it.s

| Christian educatlon seeks to lead the pupil through the power and
help of the Holy Spirit into a vital religious experience, either L

1.Cf, The International Council of Religious Education: The
‘International Curriculum Guide, Book I p, 11

2. Cf, Ibid., p. 11 ’

3_. Ibido, po 11

4, cf, Ipid., p. 11

5, Cf, Ibid., p. 11
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gradual or sudden, resulting in the consecration of the whole life
to Christisn living, ‘This one great decision wil% be followed by
prégressive, continuous decisions along this‘line.l

Christian education seeks to help’the‘pupil to Qisqoyeritha‘“
best methods by which he may secure the highest and most meaningful
types of religious experience. So shall he be helped to make the
most satisﬁactoryvﬁreligious’adjustmentsﬁ to‘life,?

Chrisgtian education seeks to lead the pupil to an ability to
make decisions for himself, on the basis of increasing disgernment
between what is right end whai is wrong and of & willingness to
exercise independent judgmgnﬁ.s

Christian eduqation seeks to help the pupii in his Ghr%stiap
development by providing opportunity, under guidence, to put into
p?actice the’pringiples Qﬁ‘Christian living through participation
in actual life si‘hua'tiops.4

Christian education seeks to develop Christien character in
the pupil, not Christian character in the sense of a certain state
of perfection, but in the sense of a growing life governed by
Christian principles and motives,5

Christian education seeks to‘instil in the pupil»certainr
convictiops regarding the value’of spiritual ideals in order that
he will interpret and control_his»cgn@uqt in the light of these
1, Cf, The‘In%ernationél'Council of Réiigious‘Educaéion: The

" International Curriculum Guide, Book I, pp. 11-12
2. Gf, Ibid., p. 12
3, Cf, Ibid., p. 12
4, Cf, Ibid,, p. 12
5, Cf, Ibid., p. 12
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ideals and in the power of strong religious convictions,

Christien educatlon seeks to lead the pupil to a definite personal

faith which is ever becoming deeper and deeper, a faith which is his
, : , S "o
owvn and which he is able t0 express in words and condugt.

L.
Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to seek to attain

higher values in thinking, feeling, and living., It seeks to inspire
. wes s s <1 B . : ‘ i TR
in the pupil en awareness of the best and a desire to realize it.

. Christien education sesks to help the pupil to gain a forward
look, ever seeking for new opportunities, revelations, and power. It

seeks to help the pupil to be open-minded in learning and in discovering
: s : , - Hote R Rt
more about "God'svlaws for governing the world, men, and society",

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to realize that

Christianity permeates all of life and thus to help him to choose a
. » : , . JEEeE TR 5
vocation and to carry it on in the light of Christian principles,

Christian education seeks to help the pupil to recognize great

spiritual leaders and to be willing to follow their guidance, not
: : i > = , b > VO LUAPN S - e
blindly, but because of recqgnition of their value and ability,

Christian education seeks to train‘thé pupil and to develop hig

character so that he will be prepared and willing to accept leader-
‘ RS ; o . g
ship in Christian work whenever and wherever the opportunity offers.,

Chrigtian education seeks to awszken in the pupil the desire to
] e R
lead others in the Christian life and to prepare him to do this,

L ] - * L L] * *

1, Cf, The International Council of Religious Education: The
" Imternational Curriculum Guide, Book I, p. 12 :

2., Cf, Ibid., p. 12

3, Cf, Ibid., p. 13

4, Cf, Ivid., p. 13

5. Cf., Ibid., p. 13

6, Cf, Ibid., p. 13

75.0£, ITrid., p. 13
8. Cf, Ibid., p. 13
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4, Participation in the Consiruction of a Social Order
The fourth general objeétive iss

"Chrigtian religious education seeks to develop in growing perSOns
the ability end disposition to participate in and contribufechn- ‘
gtructively to the building of a social order throughout the world,
embodging the ideal of the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of
men, "

This objeqﬁive has bgenudiyided.%nto five paytsg -

Christisn education seeks to lead the pupil %o a recognition of
the Fatherhood of God and the consequent brqtherhpqd>9£ men in this
world, with all that this implies. It sesks to develop in the
individual a love and respect for others and their op@pions and
viewpoints, even when they may be opposed to one's oym.2

Chrigtisan education seecks to help the pupil to adjust to the
social order znd to apply Christian principles to‘his’social
?elationships. It seeks to inspire in the pupil a desire and a
feeling of respongibility to cooperate wiﬁh God in developing a
social order based upon the Christian gospel,3

Chrigtian educgtiop’seeks to lead the pupilvto par?igipaie in
the attempt to change the present social order to one of righteousness.
It seeks to help the pupil to see that eagh one hasba»responsibility
for the present condition of the social order and to bring him to
a sense of obligation for making it more ideal.4

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to be willing to
make constructive criticism qf the socia} order in which he is living

L] * . . L] . L

1. The International Couuncil of Religious Education: The
International Curriculum Guide, Book I, p, 13

2. Cf, Ivid., pp. 13-14

3. Cf, Ibid., p. 14

4, Cf, Ibid., p. 14
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and to be willing to take upon himself the responsibility of
promoting necessary changes and to live according to the principles
of love, It seeks 1o inspire in the pupil a willingness to
sacrifice self for the establishment of Christ's Kingdom upon
earth.l
- Christian education seeks to make this social interest a
universal one, to interest the pupil in all of the nations and
peoples of the Worl@.2
5 Active}Partiqipaiion in the Church o
- The fifth objective of Christian religious education is
expressed as fpllowé:r
"Christian religious education éeeks to develop in growing
persons the ability and disposition to participate in the
organized society of Christians -- the church, "3
This objective has three subdivisions:

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to active
participation in the work and service of the church, It also
seeks to train the pupil so that thig participation will be
intelligent and effect :I.ves.4

Christian eduqation seeks to inspire thg pupil to a whole-
hearted cooperation in Christian service, working through the
chennels provided by the church.5

Christian education seeks to train the pupil and instil a
desire{in him to meke constructive contributions to the church

1., C£f. The International Council of Religious Education: The
Internstional Curriculum Guide, Book I, p. 14

2. Cf. Ibid.’ po 14:

3, Ibid., p. 14

4, Cf, Ivid., p. 14

5. C£, Tbid., p. 14



and to help the church more tritly to fulfill its purpose,infthis
changing world through a more perfect expression Qf\@bd's Will.l
6., A Ghristian Interpretation of Life and the Universe
The sixth general objective reads:
"Christien religious education seeks,io lead growing persons -
into a Christien interpretation of life and the universe; the

ability to see in it God's purgose and plan; a life philosophy
built on this interpretation."

The three aspects herein invelved are set forth as’follows:
Christisn education seeks to help the pupil to see that God's
plan end purpose are aqtive in the world and to interpret the
univarse on that basis. In other wqrds, it‘seeks to lead the pupil
to interpret the universe in the light of his faith in di.?
Christian education seeks to guide the pupil to- a realization
that there are certain high values in life and to a faith thaﬁ:these
values will ultimately triumph in spite of conflicting forces.4
Christien education seeks to lead the pupil to see that the -
object of highest value, life, is also preserved. It seeks tg’bring
the pupil to a Christian interpretution of degth and to an assurance
of "the continuity of personality after death?“s
T Familiariﬁy Wiﬁh“the Bible and Other Religious Thought

The seventh general objective is stated as,follows:

"Christian religious education seeks to effect in growing persons
the assimilation of the best religious experience of the race,

*® @ & 8 ¢ B 8

1. Cf. The International Council of Religious Education: the
International Curriculum Guide, Book I, pp. 14-15

2. Ibides, pe 15

3., Cf, Ipid., p. 15

4, Cf, Ibid., p. 15

5. Cf, Ibid., p. 15



pre~eminently that recorded in the Bible, as effective guidance
to present experience.,"

This also is divided into three subsidiary aims:

Christien education seeks to lead the pupil to a knowledge of
the Bible, to see in it a revelation of God's search for maﬁ and of
man's growing experience with God, It seeks to lead the pupil to
use it as his guide in his spiritual life and in meeting the
problems which daily face him.2

Christian education seeks to guide the pupil's religious
development, through an acquaintance with the best Christian thought
throughout the ages.3

Christian education seeks to lead the pupil to a knowledge of:
?he bes@ ﬁhogght ip‘all religions and faiths and en eppreciation of

4
the values in each,

C, The Adaptation of the Objectives of Christian Education
to the Specific Needs of Christian Women
of Rural South China

Although the objectives steted in the preceding paragraphs
apply to Christian religious education in genersl, they must be
adapted»in each instance to the situation to which they are being
applied, Samuel H, Leger has said,

"The greatest difficulty in most present church progreams is

8 superstitious faith in 'mass production', Everything centers
in the church auditorium, and meetings where those of all ages,

1, The International Council of Religious HEducation: The
" International Curriculum Guide, Book I, p. 15

2., Cf, Ivid,.,, p. 15

3, Cf, Ivid., p. 15

4, Cf, Ibid., pp. 15-16
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both sexes, and all degrees of education meet together to
listen to general truths in the hope that they will then go
out without further aid to work out these truths in the
thousand and one concrete situations of daily life. Half of
Christ's Great Conmission was to 'Teach them to observe
whatsoever I have commanded you', all the world's experience
in teaching proves that tesching to be effective must be
concrete and specific and graded to meet thé.different degrees
of education and experience of the learner",

Because of the significant factors revealed in the foregoipg gtudy of
their characteristics and needs, this is especially true of a
course of studies to be used with Christian women of rural South China.
Hence, although the objectives just reviewed, as set up by the
International Council of Religious Educetion, will be followed in
general, it is now necessary to take into consideration the needs and
backgrqund of the women for whom the lessons are to be prepared end to
quelify those objectives accordingly, This will be done by taking
eaqh objective in turn and bringing to bear upon it those factprs‘which
have a épecific applicatién, Of course it is impossible‘that a course
prepered for one year should fully meet all of the objectives of -
Christian religious education, This course can bgt‘make.a startwby,
attempting to meet a few of these objectives. -Nevertheless, at this
point, ell of the objectives will be considered in the hope that
further materials may be prepared later which will supplement and
cqntinue that which these lessons have begun.
1, Personal Relationship to God

In the first place lessons for use in teaching Christian women
in rural South China should seek to lead them to0 o knowledge of God
and to a sense of personal relationship’to Him,

* o o o 2 e s

1 .Leger: The Chinese Recorder, November 1936, p. 68l
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Meny of the women of rursl South China seem to have merely a
vague idea of God as "Shang Ti" or "Tien Fu", the Heavenly Father,
without realizing what’this means. Christian education should seek
not only to lead them to a clearer impression of Him as He has
revealed Himself in nature, in the Bible, apd‘through’Jesus Christ,
but‘should help them to have an ever-growing and deepening personal
experience with Him and to recognize the guiding of the Holy Spirit
in their lives. These women are continﬁallyAsurrounded by‘thg
beauties of nature and Christien education should help them to make
full use of these in coming to a realization of God and the blessings
which He has showered upon them, Although they maey lack many of the
things which mean so much to people in the cities, theyhhave things
which are of even greater value, if they are only led to appreciate
them and to see God in them,

Most of these simple Chinese women have a childlike faith in God,
but lessons prepared to teach them should seek ﬁo deepgn-this faith
throggh experience, s0 that it will be a vital force in’their;whpla;;
lives, a conviction of the reality of God because they have experienced
Him,

As a result of this knowledge and experience of God which these -
women have received they should be led to respond to Him with ettitudes
of dependence, trust, obedience, and gratitude., They should learn -
that the blessings and protection which thgy enjoy come from God and
not from the gods of harvest or of thunder, As a,result;of this
realization there should be a growing thankfulness to God for the

blessings which they enjoy and a love for Him which will be shown in
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a desire to obey Him and do His will,

Having this spirit of gratitude toward God, these women should
be tought how they can express their thanks to Goq and should be
helped to hold commnion with Him through worship, A course
prepared for use with the women of rural South China should seek
to train these women in methods of both public and private worship
and<should provide materials which are simple enough for them to
use. As has’bgen shown in the previous chapter,l the women know
very little about how to worship, for they have discarded their old
forms of Worship upon becoming Christians and have no new methods
to substitute,

Christien education should seek to lead these women to a
knowledge of God through their service for others, As already
pointed ouT',,2 these women desire to help others but do noﬁ‘know
how, Christian education should provide method;, occasions, and
incentives for these women to serve others end should guide them
so that in these'experiences they wi}l find Gpd anew and will realize
that in this service they are working ﬁogether With‘Him.

In China, as in’other counﬁries, Qhristianity is too often
something for one day of the week only. ‘These women should;be led

to see that it deals with ell of life, with their family and their

s * s s e e »

1. See above, p. 19
2. See above, pp. 27~28



other social relationships, with their festivals and their beliefs.

Christian education should seek to lead them to a faith in God's
principles of right and Justice as gontroﬂing the world and fo an
organization of their life and conduct on these'p;inciples in the
face of the seeming triumph of evil and injustice.
2. Personal Relationship to Jesus

In the second place, Christien educztion should seek’to,bring
the Christian women of rural South China to a knowledge of the life
and teachings of Jesus, which will lead them to experience Him as.
their Lord and Savior and will lead them to consecrate themselves
to Him and His service,

The lives of these women have so little of Joy and real meaning.
From mornipg to night it is npthing‘buﬁ Work,vand work‘qf the‘meanest
sort.l Christian edqgaﬁion‘shogld’seek”tpylgad these women to a
realization‘of the joy and abundant life which Jesug ceme to bring
them. It should help them to see thaﬁvgven in thsir dul;;and drab
occupations of life they are working together with Him and that He—
cen make their tasks much easier and more worth while," They should
be led to a loyalty tq Him end a desire to do His will, even in the
1ittle things of life, withouﬁ feeling that they must be doing something
big before theyucgn serve Him,

Through Jesus' life and teachings these women should be brought.
to a fuller knowledge of God, They shou}d be brqught to see that God
is loving, kind, andvhelpful as Jesus is. The gods which they have

been accustomed to worship are gods which £ill them with terror and

1. See above, p. 22
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1

demand much of them in the wey of sacrifices, It isva great change
when Christien education presents to them =a Go& of love, who is ever
seeking to give them more than they”arekready or prepared to receive,

‘As has been shown, the women of rural South China are continually
surroun@ed‘by demoralizing influences and arauconsﬁgptly having’tg
makg’decisipns as to’what is right apd’what is-wrong.? ‘Np4definite
stendard can be set up, but Christian education should seek to -
present to them Jesus Chr;st as a guide whom they can follow in the
decisions which they make.

3. Devglopment of Christlike‘Qharacte:

In the third place Cpristian education should seek to foster in
thése women progressive and continuous development in Christlike
character,

In too many cases the Christians in rural South China are apt to
be saﬁisfied when they have received baptism and'hgye become’Church
members, feeling that they are now completely saved, Christian
gdupaﬁion should seek to instil in‘them~a spirit Qf digsatisfgption
with themselves as they are, and to £ill them with a desire~for N
progressive growth and development in their Christian lives., They

should be brought to the desire to become ever more and more like
Christ,
Often when the women of rural South China come before the session

and express a desire to unite with the church, upon being asked

1. See above, pp. 13-14
2. See above, pp. 23~24
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whether they are simners, they reply, "Wo". Christian education
should seek to help them to understand the meaning and consequences
of sin., In much of the Chinese worship there is the attempt to get
right and gain the favor of the gods.1 Christian education should
show these women that Jesus died for their sins and that through faith
in Him they can be freed from their sin and be restored to fellowship
with God., They should be taught thet God is seeking them., The
ultimatelaim should be to bring them to an‘acceptance of Qhrist as
their Sevior and to a realization of forgiveness and release from sin,

Christian'edggatign’shogld.gegg tohlgag thegebwpmen tp gpnve;sipn,
to“aucomplete'change»in their livgs. ‘This should come as a regultpof
definite experience of God and His love. In too many instances parts
of the old life are still kept, such as some superstition or belief
which they do not give up when they become Christians., These women
should be led to a decision to accept completely the Chrigtian way of
living for their whole life,

A number of times the fact has been mentioned that the Ch?istian
wonen of rural South China know 1little about methods 6f Worship. ?
Christian’education should bring them to an understanding of the
meaning of worship, proyide them with suitable materials for use in

worship, and help them in every way possible to have truly worshipful

experiences.

1, See above, pp. 12-16
2. BSee above, p. 19
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~ The activities of the Chinese are to a great extent determined
by customs, ceremonies, or decisions of the priests or geomancers -
so that there ig little need for them to makevdecigiqns for themselves.
But Christianity is based on principles rather than on set laws and
there are many instances in which individual decisions as to what is
right and what wrong must be made. A Bible woman or preacher cannot
always be present to help the Christians in making these decisions
and, were they present, would £ind it'difficult to decide for another.
Hence it is importent that these women should be trained in deciding
for themselves, with the help»and guidanpe of the Holy'Spiriﬁ and
the«Bible, what is right and what wrong for them tq‘QO. They shquld
also be led to a determination ﬁo gbide b& such dgcisions, regardless
of the cost of being different from their neighbors,

This training in making decisiqns shpuld take place in actual
situations in which the problems arise, For example, the womenfghquld
be helped to work out methods by which they can observe different
national festivals in a Christian way end actually be given the
opportunity to carry out such a celebration. Then, too, within
their own group they should be helped in positive ways thrqugh»actualr
experiences to overcome specific.instances of the degrading influences
Qf their non-Christian neighbgrs.lu It is very.easy‘to tell &.person
whaivto do, bgt Christian educgiion should go beyond this and .
}stimulate‘theseuwomgn ﬁo discover hoW‘Christ%an principles can be

applied to their living in actual situations,

1. See above, pp. 23-24
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The Chrigtisn character of these women should,be a develpping :
one, as has been stated before, and their ability to apply Christian
principles to their decisions and activities should be ever increasing,
Christian education should seek to help them to be so controlled and
permeated by spiritual ideals that their conduct will be controlled
and actuated by them, There should be a’dynamic‘force,,whichwis the
outgrowth of their spiritual_conviction,?ggich canmot help but
express itself in‘their conducﬁ.

Although meny of the‘womenvof rural South China have accepted
Christ as their Savior and are attempting4ﬁo liveNChrisﬁian lives,
they doMnot, as previously indicaﬁed,l‘know how to express their
fgith or tell others about it.’rAnyvlessons’prepared for teaching
these women should_hglp them to dsvelop“ﬁhg ability to express
their faith, At first they will probably be able to tell very littles,
but practice and encouragement will help them in developing more
and more ability to express whet they believe and what it means to
them,

Christian education should lead these women to a desire for

higher thinking, feeling, and living. They should be led to the
desire to learn to read, so that they may read the Bible for
thamselves.z They should desire to learn to sing in order to takeV 
fuller»part in the services and to express the joy in’thei? hearts.3
AAdesire for improved methods of training their children and

especially of giving them definite religious training should be

1. See above, p, 31
2. See above; p. 29
3. Ses above, p. 30



54

1
aroused. There shou;d be a desire for Christisn homes andu

comnunities. Christian education should pot only arouse ﬁhese
desires, bgt it should also help the women to attain them.

Christian education should seek to lead these women whose
lives are bound by.suchvinhibiting sqperstitipns and. Qustom.%2 and
h emmed in by such narrow borizonga to a spirit of ogenmindednesswr
and,avdasire to find the trgth'and 1o discover God's laws for men,
for society, and for the world,

Christien education should seek to show these women that in
thelr daily work in the fields, on the hillsides, or in the home,
if done in a Christian gpirit, they are working With God in His
Kingdom. It should shqw these women that God has work for them to
do, should help them to discover it, and should help them see that
the way thgywdo this work is important,»for itris not theirg but God's,

As a general rule these women are ready to accept the guldance
of qualified leaders and in’many instances are only top ready to..
follow the lead of those who are not so well qualified, Christian
education should guide them in a digcriminating selection of the
leadership which they should follow,

Considerable space has already been given in Chepter I ﬁé the
lack of training of the Christien women of rursl South thna.4

Christian education should seek to train and prepare them for

leadership in their own communities and to make them alert to see

1, See above, p, 30

2. See above, pp. 30-31
3, See above, pp. 21-22
4, See above, pp. 29-31



and'taka advantage of opportunities for Christian leadership
which are offered and for which they are fitted. They should be
trained in methods of teaching their children, in eonducting

and in ' o -
fami;y Worshipy/telling their neighbors about their religious
experience.
Too then Christianiﬁy is considered as a personal matter only.

Many of the women consider that they should become Christiansxin
order that‘they may go to Heaven whep theyvdie and ayoid Hell. »There
is no thought that after becoming Christisns they have a parﬁﬁin
telling others., That is considered the work of the missionary,

1 A ’ o . 2
preacher, or Bible woman. ,Jesus said, "Ye shall be my witnesses",
In many cases the non-Christian women will not listen to a
missionary or a Chinese Bible woman, but will listen tkohgi thgir’
ngighbqrs tell them end will especially notice their lives., Dr. W,
H. Dobsqn’once said that when a person unitss with thg chgrchkhe or
she should be given some definite‘giece of work to do. Hg suggested
that the Ghristians should be organizedrin the same way in whichvthe
army is organized, with officers in charge ofweach.group‘to assignf
work to them and help them in carrying it out, Christian education
then should seek to give opportunity for experience in witnessing
and should provide simple, attractive materials which may be used by

the women for this purpose and which will encoursge them to do so.

1. See above, p. 31
2, Acts 1:8

s
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4, Participation in the Construction of a Socizl Order

In the fourth place Christian education should seek to develop
in these women the ability and desire to take part in building a
-social order in thg world based on the Fatherhood of God and
brotherhood of man,

Having been led to a realization of God as their Father, these -
women should also be b;ought to see that this implies thg’broﬁherhood
of men, It is a common sight to see women in Chine quarreling at

“the top of their voices over some little matter on which they disagrea.
They arevalso‘apt to look down on those who are not so fortunate as
they are. ”Chris@ian education should seek to lead them to love others,
even the unlovely, and to respect them and their opinions even When
they are not in agreement with those which they themselves hold,

As has already been mentioned, the interests~of the Chinese are
largely centered in their own families and homes.l Christian
education should seek to lead them to realize that as C??é??i?“?,;
they have responsibility for their communities and the unéhrisﬁian\
condiﬁions which exist thgre. Haying‘broughﬁ them to a rgaligaﬁion
of thgir‘respongipility for improving the“soqial conditions in their
communities, Christian eduqajion should bring them to a desire to
help change these qonditiops. t should lead them’qustrucﬁively to
criticise their communities, to find out what is wrong with them, to

discover what is contrary to God's will and then to throw themselves

1, See above, pp. 17-18
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wholehearﬁedly into the establishment of God's Kingdom in that
commnity. Naturally the women will require considerable training
themselves before they will be able to do much in this imprqvement.
Not only should these women be interested in the improvement
of‘their communities, but ﬁhey shOuld be led to take an‘interegt ‘
in their own nation as well, As a general rule the women know very

- L4
l1ittle ebout China, Christian education should lead them to a desire

to léarn‘more abou{ their own countrysgﬂéizgiﬁggé by which they may
help her,

Although these country wousen havellittle contact Wiﬁh thqse of
other nation52 they should be led to an interest in other countries
and be taught something about{them, The antagonistic feeling against
Japan, which is now present in China , has permeated even into the
interior and although the women and children know very little of what
it is about, they know thai they hate the Japanese. Christian education
should help them to see that although they do not approve of the conduct
of the Japanese, they must see them as God's children, too, and should

love and pray for them, These women should be taught something about
other nations, brought to realize something of the vastness of God's
Kingdom, and stimulated to take an interest in it as a whole,
5. Active Participation in the Church

In the fifth place, Christian educetion should seek to arouse in

the women of rural South Chinsa a desire to participate in the work and

1. See above, pp. 17-18
2. See above, p. 21



and sctivities of the church end should train them to do so.

As has been mentioned, the attempt is being made to have the
Chinese churches become more indigenous end self-supporting and as
this comes to pass there is a greater need and demend for volunteer
workers, : Christisn educeation should train these women so that they
can intelligently take part in the services of the church and its
activities,

They should be led to cooperaﬁe wholeheartedlyvgnd inﬁelligenﬁly
in the services which the church is trying to do for the community.
Duties for which they are fitted should be assigned to them and they
should be guided at first in carrying thig on until they have
developed the ability to do it themselves.

They should be led to see that they are a part of the Church., In
one country chapel, a children's club was led to the.desire to clean
the church in preperation for the Ch;istmas'celebraﬁion and was thgn
guided in actually cerrying this out, after this“expe;ience one of
the children mentioned "our church” in his conversation. Another
child immediately sgid, "The church dqesnft belong to you, your fgmily
are not Christians", To this the first boy replied, "Well, I guess
it does, didn't I help cleanrit?" Christisn education should seek
to help these women to realize that the church is theirs and that
they have a part in it and its work., They should be led to criticise
constructively their church and the work which it is doing and sieudd

should be guided in their attempis to meke the necessary changes.

1, See above, p, 31
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6. A Christian Interpretation of Lifevand the Uniyerse

In the sixth place Christian education should seek to lead the
women to a life philosophy built on their ability to see God's
purpose and plen in #hg universe, As has been already stated,to
the minds of the Chinese women this universe seems to be entirely
rgled by“evilhsgiriﬁs and the§r lives are kept in contingal terror
qf’them.i Christian education should lead these women to a
realizaﬁion that this universe is God's creation and is under His
gontrol. They should be led to a Qompletg trust‘in‘Gdewhich‘wi;l
free them from the fear of these evil spirits and forces of evil.
Theyvshauld be hg}psd’ﬁo see’that there are ceyta§n ulﬁimate Yg;wes
which will be preserved, that GodAhas created this world and does
@ave 8 purpose and p}an for iﬁ. vThishghould also free them from
the worry which harrasses many of them,

Christien education should also help free them from the fear
of the spirits of the departed which are considered to wander
throughout the earth and torment the living, if the proper rites
are not performed and’the spirits of thg departed are notlprovided
with the things necessary for their welfare.2 The women nsed to
be taught theat Jesus said,

"In my Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so I
would have told you; for I go to prepere a place for you. And

if I go and prepare a place for you, I come again, and will '3
receive you unto myself; that where I am there yve may be also".

1. See above, pp. 13-16
2. See above, pp. 16-17
3. John 14:2-3
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They should be taught thset Jesus conquered death and all of its
power and #hat therefore they need not fear death nor the spirits
of the dead,
T Familiarity’with the Bible and Other Religious Thought

In the seventh place, Christian education should seek tg help
the women of rural South China to know end appreciste the best
religious experience of the race, especially theat recorded in the
Bible and to recognize in it a gpide in their present experience.

As most of the women of rural South China cannot read,l Christian
education should first lead them to a knowledge of the Bible ﬁhrpugh
Bible stories and verses, but there should be the ultimate aim of
'teaching them to read the Bible for themselves, They should be
he}ped to see that the Bible revealstpd gsygegrchi@g for #hgm,”a
qu of love. The Bible shoqld’be rgveale@/to‘the@ as a recor@ of
man's experience with God and as a guide for their presegt day conducﬁ.
They should be led to use the knowledge which they do have of the
Bible to guide their dai}y life and should be continuzlly =dding o
their store of knowledge.

Christisn educaiion should gseek to help’thess women of rural
Souﬁh China to become acquainted with the best Christian thought that
there is, They should be told of some of ﬁhe‘great chgrgh leadgrs
and wh;i they did and thought., £ course this teachipg will hgve
to be very simple and graduel in the case of these rural women, They
ghould bg taughi some ofrthe great hymns of the church and helped to

understand their meaning,

1. See above, p. 29
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The women of rurel South China should also be led to study other
religions, particularly those which they have set aside to see‘what
values there are in them, and #o discover in whatrways Qhristianity
is superior to these religions. Possibly later in their development

they might study other religions also,

D. Summary

In order to meet‘their‘needs,ytheﬁ, lessons prepared for teaching
Christien women of rural South China should have as their objectives
the leading of these women to a knowledge of God as their Heavenly
Father, who loves and cares for them and to a personal experience
withVHim'in théiy deily life, This experience should be a developing
experience, They shouldAalso lead these women to a developing
experience of‘Jesus Qhrist as their Friend, Lord and Savior, who has’
power over nature, evil spiriﬁg, sickness, and death and Whojis able
to help them in all situaﬁipns._ The lessonskshould,segk to fgstey
"in the hearts of the women a desire for pregressiveAdeve;opmentrin
Christlike charagter, and %o provide opportunity for practice in
Christian living, They should lead the women to a desire to help
establish a social order based on the Fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of man in’their homes, their communities,‘their nation,
.and the world, They should train the women to take part in the

church services so that they will be meaningful to them and tq

cooperate in the various enterprises carried on by the church,
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They should bring the women to realize that this universe has been
created by God and that it is under His control, The lessons sbogld
give the women a knowledge of the Bible and help in learning to read
it‘ﬁo? themselves, 'They should give‘instruction in rgading and
singing the hymns qf the church,‘ Thus Chrigtian religious edqcation
<Shpu;d seek to bring the womer o? rursl South Ghina.in%o an ever-
deépeningmfaith that functions in a well-rounded Christien life and

experience,
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CHAPTER TIII

PRINCIPLES BASIC TO THE ° DIEZS TOR
CHRISTIAN WOMZN OF RUR ¢ cHia

i, Introduction
In order to discover principles upon which to base the Biblg
studies for use in teaching Chr;stian women of rurel South China,
a number of books were ponsulted.’ Again, as in the study of objectives,
because of the general recognition accorded it, Book One Qf‘the‘

-

InﬁernationalyCurriculum Guide was used as the chieﬁ source. For
specific principles deeling with the selecting of suiﬁable materiels,
Book Four of this serles, "Cnrlstl.n iduqation ofwAdults",’was’studied.
Howeve;, as theiwomenbof rural South China are more 1ike'children in
thelr nature, training, and ability, th;1‘1ike the averageupmerican
adults, the éuggestions found therein were not simple enough to meet

the need. TFor this reason, principles which ere set forth in Book
Two of the International Curriculum Guide, "Christisa Zducction of
Children" were examined, These were found to be more suited to the needs
of these simple, largely illiterate, women of rursl South China‘and will
therefore be considered as basic guldes 4o be followed in the preparstion
of the »roposed lessons,

B, General Princinles Besic to the Bible Studies
for Chr st en "Jomen oz_iur;l South ‘hlaa

1. The Educative Process Should be Conceived in Terms of Growth

Growth fokes nlace through fellowship with others and through

1, Cf., The Internstional Council of Religio_s Zducation: Priucivles
bjectives of Chiristisn Zducation, p. 17
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participetion in different activities, Lvery individuzl is daily

heaving meny types of experiences, but these experiences are not all
of equal velue in lesrning, some even being harmful in thatl which they
% is the duty of the teachsr to help the punil o select

those exﬁer?enﬂeﬁ wa*cn will be of the most service in his dsvelopment,

The religlous teacher consequently should help the pupil o discover

EYY :

those experiences which will bring him into closer relaztionship with

g

Hod snd with Jesus Christ =znd help him to select those things which

£ F'ﬂ

are of the highest value in his life There should furthermore be the
desire to help the punil to learn how %o cqntrol his conduct in order
that it ma? become more and more Christisy N,

.

However, slithough the tsacher msy guide the pupil in this lesrning

ence of the
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process, real Leﬂrnlub t”Kes wlace only through
pupil himself. To quote from the Curriculum Guide:

leanrning can tske place only through
the learner, through which actual
ife situations or through which the
serienced in imaginetion®.”

"Hxperience is perscnal, an
self=activity on the part o
responses are made to recl
experience of o~aere is resx;

1 h 53-1

. . a .. . .
Thus the teacher should think of himself =g, zuide, helping the pupil to
find those experiences which will be of the greatest value to him in
his Christien develoonment. And the lessons,rather than stressing a

certain amount of materiel which must be learned, should be centered

o

around cerzala che anges to be made in the sdjustment of the individual

: o

to his environment. The emphasis of Christisn education, therefors,

o+

should be on the attempt to guide the pupil into the experiences which

cus Zducation: Principles and

1. International 1 gi
~icq _du ation, p. 16

Objectives of



will help to develop his spiritusl life and in helping him to gain
the knowledge which is necessary for directing his qonduct,’ngtron
impar%ing an isolated fund of knowledge which he may need st some
future date. j
Although accenting the viewpoint involved in the above and

recognizing that it is true that we leern to do by doing, the writer
would point out that it is also true, as Dr, Horne hes suggested in

: = TR v = ST RS RITE L
his "Zstimate of the New Zducation" that we learn to do by thinking.
In not a few instences, thinking through a siﬁuaﬁion»befgrehandkand
securing the knowledge necessary to mect it in svcn a. ey tha
willscontribute to the development of Christian growth, is preferable
to actual experience of an experimgntal sort, In fact, the thinking

is in itself a valuable experience,

2
2. The Curriculum Should be Concelved as Actuel Expsrience

The experiences of the learner under ﬁulaance nwxe up bne

curriculum of Christian educetion., These experiences are either

~ L
U

experiences out of the actual life of the »upil or certain t

0y

experience which are initisted by the teacher in order to bhring about

)

the desired exneriences nnd results, The curriculuws then is not so
1

much the books which =re read as the pupil's experience in reading

the book, not the projects initisted but his experience in carryiag

out the project, not the picture but his sctual exvceriencs of apprecia-

1. Cf. Horne: This Hew Zducztion, p. 84
2. Cf, International Council of Religious ZLducetion: Princinles and
Objectives of Christisn Zducation, p. 20
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tion of the picture under the guldance of the teacher, and not the
t eaching that Jesus is the greatest leader the worlid has ever kﬂown
but his actusl exnerience of sccepting Jesus as his leader and following

Him, In the »rocess of guiding the lserner in these experiences

meny methods will be used, as scusalon, service

Ts, music, in, and anything else which

a
1)

O
Tt

will enrich the religious rlence of the pupil, Thus the curriculum

is to acquire, but of experiences

definite end in view, in

oL
L

hen must davolve fellowship in cerrying out worthy enterprises, They

should also provide opportunities for the nupil to purnose, nlan, carry

N

out, and judze the value of the work which he an L the group in which

he is working have done; opportunity to face problems, gather da

evaluste the possible res ;onseo, arrive at conclusions and put the

decisions reached into preacticey encourcgement in practicing the

satisfactory responses in order thet they may be built into habiits end

ideals; opp rbUﬂ ty for worship, leading to fellows 11 W1th Cod and to

1
¥

the desire to work in harmony with His will; and encouragement to

n5u1b71sn a domla znt purpose for life, grounded in allegionce to the
3

i{ingdon of God,

1. Of, Internationel Council of Religious HEducztion: Princinles
and ObJeCulVGS of Christisn Education, p. 19
2. Cf. Ihid., p. 19
3. Gf. Ibid., p. 20



The fact thet the curriculum is orgenized around the oupil's
experience and chenges to be made in his personality rather than
around a certeain amount of informetion which he is to =mcquire, demands

a change not only in methods but also in the orgenization of the

naterisls, Since the time devoted to one session is inadeguate do

v3

.chieve the desired changes in personality, the meterisls cannot be
organized as separate lessons, but must be owrfrléed in units zround
certain centers of interest end releted experiences. These units
must be flexible and must extend over a number of weeks, so that they
mayvbewexpanded or contracted Ho ;it tLe_occasion end the demands,
Consequently the lesson will not necess arily be completed ot the end
of the session, the unit of work being completed only when the ex-
periences » activities, materials, and methods have become so inter-
woven in the pupil's experience as to help him in facing the problems

and conditions of everyday living., Only then will the pupil have
‘ 1

ot

been guided through "a complete zct of religious living!

3. The Subject ¥agtter of the Curriculum Should Develop Out of
Experience”

The subject matter is made up of factors in the situﬁtlon which
is being faced, the uanrecorded past experiénces of the learner, the
tezcher, and others, and the recorder knowledge of others in the past,

The subject matter should re-enter the present experience of the
pupil, helping him to understand, enrich, and control his present

experiences, By the use of the experiences of others the pupil mey

1. Cf, Internstional Council of Religious Zducation: Christian
Zducation of Children, »p. 89, 152, 156
2., Cf, Internationsl Councll of Religious Educotion: Principles and
Objectives of Christisn Education, p. 21



find meny short cuts to obiezin his end without having to repeat the

b

painful, SlOI processes "nlch 0t pers have gone tnrovrh in oruer +0o

0

goin this knowledge., ‘The subject matter of reli ous educ tlcn is
found in meny sources, literature, =rt, grchiﬁecture, customs, asnd
institutions, Bince the record of the religious experlence of the
past is especlally found in the Bible, this should be the mein source
used., When knowledge which hes been gained by others is introduced
into the experience of the learner in a'/ivem situetion, it is more

.

likely to be fixated and be used then 1f it is merely stored awsy in

4, The Curriculum Should Be.Orgenized to Touch the ZEntire Scope of
the Pupil's IZxperience

Ch~is tizn religious“educaﬁion should be an inuefﬁ”e+fu10ﬂ of all
of life. It should be orgenized to meet the growing needs of the
pupil and cere shouldqbe teken thet there is no overlapping in the
progrem. As fer as possible the training should be orgsnized by one

a

body in order theb 21l of the perts may be properly correleted. The

objective of religious educstion is the continuvous growth of Christisn

2
personallty., The curriculum should therefore be organized to bring
the best thet it has to offer into the sxnerience of the pupil in en

aeffective manner,

growlng process

0

Thus, to sum it up, Christisn educ=tion should be

which tokes vlsce through experience, It should be bosed upon the =ctusl

experience of the learner, develooning out of his own experience snd ths

1. Cf. International Council of Religious Zducztion: Principles znd
Objectiveg of Christian Education, pp. 23-25
2., Cf, Ibid.y, p. 25
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experience of others as it is made a vart of his experience, And the

curriculum should touch as larze an ares ipil's experience =

T < + o) - - P P o 3 2 2T » 15 3 =9 o -
In order to be of the gresatest service in helping Christlan women

of rural South Chine 4o have the desired exveriences which will be most

helpful in their religious development, the materisls used in the

lessons should be very cerefully selected in ordsr to find those which

will be of the grestes

gxploined above, the princinles found in 3ook Two of the Curriculum Guide

I3

of the Internstionel Council of Religlous Educcotion have been used in
erizls Used Should be of Good Literary end Artistic Form
In order to obbtain the best results, the stories, hymms, nrayers

VOﬂCQ of rurcl South. C

ures used in tesching th

[

of good form, Waile one is learning, it is worth one's while to
learn the best. It takes proctically zs much time to learan wpoor

mugic and to study poor pictures as it does to leara good music

and esprecizte good picturss, whichare of so much greater thue in

ct I

the development of the personality. One of the criticisms which

scholars in Cklna have brought against the Christian hymms is that

1 .

many of them, having been translated by missionaries who had not

1. Cf. International Council of Religious Zducetion: Christian
Education of Children, n»p, 82, 152, 136
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yet mastered the language, are written in poor literary form, Not
only for the sake of the women, but for the sake of those who will
hear or read the materials taught, and poséibly be influenced by
them in their acceptance or rejection of Christianity, it is very
important that the best form possible be provided.
2. The Materials Used Should be Adapted to the Ability of the Womenl
As has been mentioned before, these women of rural South China
are unaccustomed to learning, and hence lesmrn very slowly. Any songs,
verses, stories, or prayers used to teach them must of necessity be
wery short in order that they will be able to learn and remember them,
Like children they are unable to hold their attention on any subject
for a long time, which also necessitates the use of short sentences
and short material for memorization, The stories, songs, and verses
should be of such a length that the women themselves can readily
grasp the meaning and pass it on to others, In the case of hymns,
one or two stanzas or a chorus should be used for it is better that
they should learn one or two short lines mad know them well, fully
understanding the mesning, and be able to apply them to their daily
lives, rather than to attempt to learn = lemg hymn and not understand
or be able to remember much of it,
Furthermore in order that the women may make the things which
they have learned a real pert of their lives, the vocabulary and ideas
expressed should be simple and concrete enmugh to catch and hold their

* & & & & s o

1.0f, International Council of Religious Education: Christian
Eduecation of Children, pp. 89, 91, 152



attention and such that they can fully understend., The things which

they are o memorize should be in a form thet they may quickly grasp

o

nd hold its meaning and such thet they will be able to spply to their

©

ly life end problems,

[oN
S®
!._!-

3., The Haterials Used Should Be Relabted to the Ixperiences of the
Women for Whom They &re Prepared

Thet they mey be of rerl interest end lesting influence to the
women the matericls used must deal very definitely with experience

with which they sre familisr, or at least of which they have some

knowledzge., The stories, hymns, Bible verses, and prayers should be

introduced in such e way that they will feel that it has very definite

a

connection with their lives, experiences, =nd problems, These materials

should touch the problems in the lives of the women cnd help them to

£ind solutions. They should help the women to see weys in which they

can improve their lives and

songs should be meaningful to them and such as they will enjoy singing
while at work; the stories such that they can tell them to their
children; the pictures such that they will enjoy showing snd explaining

In other words, tue women

Ta B L IO S 0§ - e Ju S P
o8 helned them and vhzt

AP Lo an
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material the aim is to help the individual to adjust to his environment
and each unit deals with some phase of this adjustment, Hence all of
the material used should be comnected with this one unit and help
toward the accomplishment of its purpose. If the attention of the
women 1s scattered and the attempt is made fo achieve too much at one
time, their minds will be confused and nothing will be accomplished.
If the pictures used are too complicated axd have too many details 7
the women will not know where to center their attention and will not
remember anything, Or if the story deals with one subject, the song
with another, and the Bible verse with still a third, the women will
leave with a very much confused idea of what they have learned and
will be unable to apply eny of it to their daily lives, A definite
goal should be set for each session and all thet is done during the
s ¢ssion should definitely lead toward this: goal., Moreover the work of
each eessiqn<shou1§ Ee?ibi&%éloaél&nconnecteé with the unit pf which
it is & part. Nothing should be learned just for the sake of learning.
There should be in the mind of the learner some definite purpose for
all that is learned, '
5, A1)l of the Maﬁerial Used Shouldeéﬂof Religious Vhluel

The main purpose\of thgse‘mﬂﬁ%s being to he}p the women of
rural South Chins in the developmegt of peldgious lives it is eyident
that all of the mgterialg used should be of réligious value, such as
will bring them into comtact with God and with Jesus Christ. Tt

1, €f. International Council of Religious Education: Christian
Education of Children, pp. 156, 159, 160, 233
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should lead to e worshipful spirit or attitude, Much of the material

which is used mey have some religlous significance cnd have a swing

which ettracts one's attention, but heve very little recl religlous

velue, There is so much really fine materiel available thet it is

e pity to waste the time of the women in learning that which is not

C‘J

of the best snd which has very 1ittle religious value for them,

D, Summery

I

Thus we see that the lessons prepared for teaching Christian

women of rural South China should be centered around the growing

&

experience of the pupils. The lessons should help the pu pils to

discover sxperiences which are of definite religious value to him
and hel » thém to epply the principles behind these exneriences to

£l

ustions, The lessons should be centersd around

certain advustments which the »upil is having to meke in his environment
and all of the materisls in one unit should contribute towsrd helping
him sclve this problem, The experiences used may be actuel experiences

-~h1 1 the pupil is heving or certain ones which have bce initisted

under the guidonce of the tescher, but 21l must have a very vital

connection with his life and experience, neriences from the
lives of others may be used effectively if they apply to the pupil
d.a;dyi};ife and envirovment. laterial may be found in books, especially

.

in the 3ible,to help the pupil in his religious development. The

jnt

experiences of others mey hely him to avoid meny mistakes and to
avoid much of the work which he otherwise would have to go through
in gaining this experience., The curriculum should touch ass much of

the punil's experience as possible and should bhe drewm from all

iy



phases of his life,

In order toc meet specifically the needs of the women of rursl

v

1ina as found in Chapter One, the materizls used in these

-
L

South C

lessons must be of good lilerary znd artistic fomrm, thot they may

adapted to the ability of the women in order that they may cuuch

and hold thelr attention snd keen them from becoming

Jor thet %

order thel they will be mesningful ond reslly help

thelr environment or edjust themselves to it in =

"y 1

The lessons should be orgenized zccording to the unit systen and

ng unit,  Only one inbterest should be emvhasized in sazch

he meterials should 11 have & very

definite religious vslue,
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o evaluets it to discover
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are not right,
these conditions but should help them to do- so,
Toreover these Bible Btudies should give the women 2 vision of
the possibility of en ever-growing religious experience, should
instil in them a desire to have such =zn experience snd should provide
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opportunity for them to do so. This will involve iraining !

t0 read the Bible and to sing, to esteblish Christion homes, to give

gir communities, especizlly

their children Christien ftreining, to

to try to Christisnize them, =
t wa ol ] S . M T~
Church =nd ites work., They sh

can heln in the work of the Church

grxch the women the meaning of worshin =nd help them to

Finzlly such lessons should help these women to reslize that
God is the Fethor of 211 men and that they should teke ﬁgVinﬁergst_H
not “?ly,i@mt§ei?.owﬂ femily or clan, pgt”ipAtheir‘qWﬂ nation and in
its acﬁivitigs and in everyone of all national‘ties.

In short, the Bible studies should attempt tc enrich the whole

N 41 e 2
rursl South China =nd

VoL



PART IT

OUTLINE OF PROPOSTD COURSE



INTRODUCTURY NOTES

A, Organization of Meterial
These studies are organized on the unit basis, that is they are
orgenized around the pupil's experience and changes to be made in his
personality rather than around e certain emeunt of informetion which
he is to acquire; therefore they demand a change not only in methods
but also in the organization of the materiéls., Since the time devoted
to one session is insufficient to achieve the desired changes in
personality, the materials cannot be organized as separste lessons,
but must be organized in units around certdin centers of interest and
related experiences, These units must be £lexible and must extend
over a number of weeks,'so that they may be expanded or contracted to
fit the occasion and the demands. Consequently the lesson will not
necessarily be completed at the end of the session, the unit of work
being completed only when the experiences, activities, materials, and.
methods have become so interwoven in the pupil's experience as to
help him in facing the problems and,conditiong'oﬂ everyday living,
Only then will the pupil have been guided #hrough “e compiete act of
religious lea:ning".1
OCutline of Courses
UNIT I, SEEING THE FAMILIAR IN A NEW RIGHT
- 1. Seeing Ourselves as Women in a.New Light
2. Seeing Our Children in a New Light .
3. Seeing OQur Friends in a New Light
4, Seeing Our Bodies in a New Light
5, Seeing Our Parents in a New Light

1, Cf, International Council of Religious Education: Christian
Education of Children, pp. 89, 152, 156

77



UNIT II, CHANGES JESUS MADE IN THE WERLD
1. Jesus' Advent in the World
2, Jesus®' Power Over Disease
3, Jesus' Power Over Evil Spirits
4, Jesus' Power Over Sin
5, Jesus' Power Over Death

UNIT III, LETTING JESUS CHANGE US ‘
. 1, .Letting Jesus Change Our Hearts

2. Letting Jesus Change Cur Ways

3. Letting Jesus Rule Our Lives

UNIT IV. THINKING ABOUT GOD*'S BLESSING’S
.1, Evidences of God's Loving Cape
2. God's Glory Revealed in Nature
3, God's PBlessings and the Blessings of the World
4, Gratitude Due God for His Blesings
UNIT V. PLEASING GOD IN OUR DEALINGS WITH OTHERS
1, Paying Our Debts
. 2. Dealing Honestly
3. Guerding the Tongue
UNIT VI, CHILDREN OF ONE FATHER
1, Thinking About Our Country A
2, Showing Our Love for Our Country
3. Learning About Those of Other Nations
4, Showing Our Love for God's Children All Over the World
B. Suggestions Regarding the Uge &f the Materiels
These lessons as planned have a twofold use. They can, in the
first place, be used in training classes fer Christian women, There -
the leading women of the church can be taught how to use these lessons
and be given suggestions for teaching othems, This must, of course,
be supplemented by supervision for the seke of helping and encouraging
+the women in the work of the Church, One gf the most important
elements of work smong women of rural South Chine is the gaining of
the confidence of the people through friendly visitation, Without

this, other work can be of little avail., Meny of the older missionaries
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Then the missionery or Chinese leader has taught the lessons to

these women lecders szhe should not neglect to follow

see wnat progress is being made end to give helr
cthers. Hany discouraging ang

much sncourasgement, I the Religious Educstion Secretery or Women's

>

Lo

Secreteries of the Synod and Presbytery would tzke an interest in the

03
l_.l.
ot

frojeet znd meke frequent trips to see how the lesensare vrogressing
would vnrobsbly azdd to the interest of the women,
Having thus received instruction, ths outstonding women of the

church should then teach the lessons to the Christisn women ix
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owm or neighboring villsges, A large sheet is prevsred in connection

i

with ezch unit for the women to take home and

hese sheets con
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o symbol, & few large Chines
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Bible verse, snd e stanze or chorus of a hymn, All of the hymns used
have besen selected from "Hymns of Universcl Praise". The sheets

o o & © o & e

1. Jerusalem keeting of the Inmternationsl Missionsry Council, Vol,., 3Six,
pp, 80-81
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being thug pested upon the walls will be seen s mumber of times during
the day not only by the women but by other members of the family, as well,
and in this wey any spare time which these people have may be used in
learning the characters, verses, and hymmg, In meny cases the children
who attend school csn help teach their mo-bharé. These sheets can be

ugsed in family worship end are so simple that even the old ladies and

the smell children cen soon learn to taeke some pert in the worship.
Non-Christian Neighbors and relatives who come to call will notice the
gheets and ask about them, thus offering an opportunity to tell them
about Christ and to shere with them what has been learned.

The stories for use with the first two lessons in Unit One have
beenjgaréfully pigépared as a pattern, Itiis suggested that the teachers
themselves prepare the stories for the éucceeding. lessons according to
these patterns,

C, Suggestions Regarding Teaching Methods

All of the meterials used in these units should be very closely
comected with the interests end experiences of the pupils. Only
those which have a very definite applicatiom to the women's interesis
and the problems which they are facing shéulédé be used, The lessons
‘should start with some specific problem or experience which the
women are facing at the time, The women should be lead first to
accept the teacher's purpose as involved #n the various units and
$hen given the opportunity to plan under the guidance of the teacher
ways .of carrying out these purposes, to carry them out as a cooperative
enterprige and to judge the value of that which is done. For

example, a discussion may be conducted on the problem which the women



8l

are fecing and as a result of this plans may be made as to what
meterials and procedure shell be used, Tlke project will then be
carried out and upon its completion the women will discuss the
value of the project and the principles of lasting value which
they have discovered through the study., Moreover, they should be
gtimulated to form the habit of putting into practice thet which is
found to be of value,

All of the meteriels used should be such that the women themselves
can use them, The stories should be teaught in such s way thet the
women ¢an go hoxhe and retell them to their children or to some friend
or neighbor in an interesting mamner,

The materials mgmorized. should be carefully expleined to the
women so that they will be meaningful to them and so that they will
be eble to be applied to their daily expeg#lences, It has been found
true that one can recall that which has been 1earned with meaning much
easier then thet which has been learned without being understood.
Memory work which is a part of the women's experience will interest
them more and they will see more reason fer learning it. In the
process of memorizing as many agsociations as possible should be made
with the passage to be learned, That is, the materials memorized
should be connected with as much of the women's experience asg
possible, things they have been thinking a'bou‘i:, discussing, and
deciding., If, for example, the werse which is to be memorizéd is
connected with g vivid description or story, a song, proverb, or prayer,
or some commonplace illustration from deily life, all of which intensify

its meaning it will be remembered much more easily than if learned by
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lost dmportent of all, however, is thal the tescher herself
snhell be thoroughly prevsred, thoroughly femiliar with her
material snd thoroughly interested in helping the women whom

she is tsaching,

[e;

]

. ouggestions Regarding Supplementory Matbterials

5]
o,
ci
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2

Wuenh will be ad

s
&

o the presentation of the lessons if
suiteble pictures are used
Litersture Society and Chine Sundey School Union sre very much

interested in ocreparing pictures suitable for such use and piciures

ot
)
¥
@
ck

could pnrobably bhe found ere prencred sspeglally for use with

[ad

the Chinese, Some very fine piec:

ures of everydsy home life are

o

algo obtainsble from the Christien Literature Society. If possible

it would be of adventage if a picture could be provided for ezch

weman to teke home end paste on the wall beside the lesson sheet,
Heving the music written in numericel form to go with each

song would also be helpful, The women might thus become interssted
in lesrning to read the music, The hymn books incluéekthis form
of mgsic and most of the schools tesch it to the children, The
music could be written on the blackboard or it would ?e even better

1
E

if each women might have = copy to take home with her. 4 semple is

included below:
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In certain lessons suitable Chinese proverbs, taken from
"Ghigésa Proverbs" by Scarbourough and Allan, have been suggested,
The teacher“will probably be able to add meny well known Chinese
sayings which will increase the meaning of the lessons and add to
the women's interest in thenm, In some cages, the women themselves will
perhaps be able to contribute others,

Helpful stories and articléé may be obtained from the "Happy
Childhood”, "Women's Star™ or other msggzines , In some instances
the women themselves with the help of the teacher can read and

report on magazine articles,
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SERTHG THE FAMILTAR TH A NEYW LIGHT

T glp the women to see those rel
familisar to them in a2 new =and Chris
1

ationships which have becoms
sti

L
U
tisn light snd to adspt their

85



UNIT I:

fehay

SEZING THE FAMILTAR IN A NEV LIGHT

t 1
211 thy soul, and with al v
t love thy neighbor as thyself

"Blest be the tie that binds

Cur hearts in Christian lovs:
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that shove,"

86

LOVE

Matt,

(o, 318

ove the Lerd thy ®%od with all thy heart,
1
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T N S 1 O .
tent end that whst

Adms a reo ;
3 k end b ken & sense of
responsibility through ation th J
part in the work of God's‘Kingdom. To arouge @
o.nd to know how they czn heln to estoblish C

of consideri: ;
to be unable teo lesrng
tter of indiffersacs,

A+ bR -
CO Ce a nm&

Hory (Luke 10:38-42)

utorv' Jesus

aq o
V.L\_/

Supplementory LcufrlC
Symbol: The ¥in

The origin of
principles;

CY ar‘wc’“erw.%z Love, mede up of one mark representing one Cod
Under”this are three marks represenbing the Trinity /.,
This is seperated by o mark resresenting Heaven 2
Below Heaven is the human heart ' (your heert =nd mine),

; ¢ heart are meny men /Z- ., Love is the righ

el

th
. relationsﬂip of the hesrt to God 2nd to onse's fellow men,

=,

[
—
o
o
[6]
bt
Q

Jesus in the Home of Mary =nd Martha
Other pilctures of women working around the home
Pictures of women doctors snd nurses..

o] I

oc
Pictures of women tesnchers

”fe Tomen ?b“shiopers of God" (- o,~4$3)
Jesus Loves ke" (lo, 458)

Illustrative Stories:
The story of lencius' mother moving her home twice in order
to find a suiteble locotion in which to raise her son.
Wadam Sung's influence upon her deughter and’

The story of
whter s husband,

upon Genersl Chiang Kei Shek, her dau
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company, but very specizl company ””ﬂu

the villages healiﬁg bhe 51@&, 2

Heaven, how le st t d

were blesse to be her guest ) ne

Him come, beczusg frleau of hers ond of Y

and her sister . arobebly took grest pai

her house nice c R sibly she killed a chi

many ve’euau7cs,’ She was very busy prepcring for her guest., Her
sister 5T much excited too, but she was not so much
intere the house and prevering = big mesl, csg she
was in Uonderfu7 tesching that she wes sure Jesus

J
would ¥ wondersd whet He would tslk about this evening
while ile was “home, She was alway DpY when desus
come, bes euse He telked to them so kindly end sught them so meny
wonderful things, =nd told such int >
looked down upon ner because shm:

Finally the honored guest : After greeting Him, iertha
rushed baek to the kitchen 1o oy ish oking the food and setting
the table, but her sister ssit feet listening very iatently
to 211 thet He hed to say, 5h et o miss 2 single word.

Martha had been working very ha 1 doy end was very tlrec.
It is possible thet she was so rushed thet things did not go a2s she
wanted them to Possibly some of tue food burned while s* we.s

yith something elses
Why doemn't my sister come snd heln me?" she, thougaﬁ sngri
Finally she could stend it no longer, but rushed out. and sz
+to Jesus,
"Don't you car
Thy don't you
Jesus replied very
worried sbout meny things,
which caznnot be teken from h
Jesus 4idn'™t feel that
10,‘31” snd cooking., He considered
hould lewrn and especislily ) about God's
in zdom and bthe »nart vwhich she has to do in the Hingdom,

1. -
Dugy

a.Lleone

xw

2re snxious and
he one imporitant thing

For - sork ab

8 very 1m30w4 at that

bim @
w5t
[¢)
ph ()')



To help the women to realize that their children are precious,
a trust from God, To lead them to =z desire to learn how 1o
properly train their children, To furnish materizls for use
in teaching the children, such as Bible stories, verses, songs

and characters.

i’,
=)

Life Situation Involveds The lack of feeling of responsibility to give
the children religious training,

Source laterisls:
Story: Jesus and the Children (lizrk 10: lQ-lﬁ) .

iemory Passage: latthew 22: 37,30 .,

e

Hymn: "3lest Be the Tie that Binds" (Yo. 318).

l

Sunplementary Haterialss
Pictures: Jesus =nd the Children.
Children =t work and

¥ 015‘}’¢
Mothers, especlally theses=m? Chinese mothers teaching
chi '

) .
N

Additional Scripture References: kark 10314,
Deuﬁ. 634=17,
Pg, 127:3.
kark ©:36,37,

SARSES i Coa L3 L} oy - nE »F =0\
Additional Hymn: "Suffer the Children to Come Unto lie" (Yo, 458)

Suggested Class Procedures

A . o

As the women come in some may be intercsted in r'vvcmlab that
which they have lesrned end in receiving help on olf“lculu ngrus

Some may be interested in looking st the plictures, Th
may be dirscied to their homes = meny children thoy h

they ere hovs or girls, how old
wogt of the older cnlldren will
t escher can leary
discussion of
the women are having
some simple book on metihods ’

articles in magazin:s on ﬁue rb“51ag o; childreﬂ‘rﬂ

a

omen may be able to read articles in ﬁhe "i
neg “and regort on them. Thisg may slso
leﬂrn SOﬁWS, and SEOTlC; to tesch thcir children. A 3‘ Y
service may be held in order to heln them to prepsre for conduc ting

family worship in their own homes. The hymn mey help them to have the

me




desire thet their whole family shall be united in Chr:
and this may lead them to plan how they may teach ihei
love od and man, as suggested in the memory passage. They may be
heloed to see thet according to the symbol both mele and female are
importent and girls are just as importent as boys znd need love and
training just as much zs the boys do,

lj I._J.

Additional Activities:
Dlscu551o of plctures.
Learning the hym, "Suffer the Children" to tesch their
children, S
Consideration of the memory passsge and its application to
their lives, leading to the lesmrning of it in order that

they may constently aaplj it to their ect1v1t1as.
Discussion of things Jesus' mother must have taught Him,

Discussion of how Jesus would have us trulq our ch11dren,
leading o une decision to attemot to apply one new
thing that they have learned to thei treining of their
‘children during the week., = - ‘
Prayer, thanking CGod for children who meke this world s much
hapoier nlace in which to live and asking for WlSdOm and
- guildence in tresining the children according to God's will,
Retelling of the story prevardabtory to telling it to their
children. o ) R
Report of progress made in cerrying out resvlutions during the
past wesk,

Suggested Story Form:
Some of the children in & 1little town in PQLesthe were very

happy. They hed often heard about a wonderful man, called Jesus, who
Wﬂnt about healing people, making the blind see, the lame walk, and the
deaf hea He had even cured lepers and brought dead peonle back to
ll&e. Lhej had heard,too, that He teold wonderful stories, and taught
in a way that was entirely different from the way the other teachers
teaught, He was so kind and loving. For a long time these children had
wished that tney might see Him, and todey He was really coming near
their towm snd thelr mothers hed promised to take them to see Him, How
heappy they were! They could hardly wait to wash their faces and put
on their pretty clothes to go,iﬁaibsea Him, I imegine that some of
the older children ran ahead, possibly they picked some flowers to
give to Jesus, The mothers carried the smeller children, How they
hoped that Jesus might teke their children in His arms and bless them.
Soon they saw z crowd of peonle coming up the road, It must be Jesus
coming, for wherever He went meny peonls crowisd around Him, Yes, it
was He, for they saw His kind face end heard His kind voice. Zagerly
they rushed forward and attempted to come near to Him, 3But they
stopped suddenly, for some men ﬁusned them rudely asld and said.
wnurllw . :

"y do you bother the teacher? Toke the children away. Can't
you see that He is busy tesching sngd healing people? He hasn't time
+.0 bother with children,"

m
#
B



Sadly they turned away. Tears cezme to the eyes of some of the
women, ihey had hoped that Jesus would take their children in His
arms, and here they were not even sble to go nesr to Him, Some of
the children begon to cry. Suddenly they stopped snd turned basck
with joy, for they heard Jesus' kind voice say,

"Don't send them awsy. 'Suffer the little children to coume
unto me and forbid them not, for of such is the Hingdom of Heaven,

How happoy they were as they turned back and went to Jesus. ie
took some of the children in I arms and blessed them, It was an
experience which they would remember all their lives, Jesus even
though e wes very buey, considered thet chilﬁzem were imnportent
enough for Him to.teke time from His work to notice ond bless them,
g knew thot some day they would be big men and women and unless they
learned to be good while they were children, it might be too late
when they were grown up.
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Unit I s Seeing the Familiar in s Hew Light

IO AT T
3¢ SEZING OUR FRI

Aim: To lead the women to reslize the importance of selecting good
frienis, both for themselves snd their children. To help the
romen to assume the responsibiliity for helping thelr friends

o bhecome beltter women,

Life Situation Involved: The Christisn women are g;ten led by their
non-Christisn friends to gamble, gossip, and,use bad languege.

Source Lg%er als:

David end Jonathan.

Ruth and Haomi.

Plctures of children znd of adults helning esch other,
Ao
[

Additional Scripture References:

The Book of Ruth,
Prov, 16:28,78,
Prov. 17:17.
Prov, 27:6.
donn 15:13.
John 15:14.
Additional Hymm:
"I've Found = Frisnd" (o, £98).

Chiness PrOVevbs.

"i well-known friend is & freasure,"
"You can®t separeie firm friends,”
"Friendship must rest on goodness rather than gein: if on

gain it will not be permenent",

Illustrative Incident:

An old Africsn woman once szid to her neighbors who ‘came 0
call on her, "God is here in my house. ¥When you come in, leave outside
careless thoughts znd *o”&s, jealousy, unkindness, and quarreling, for
I do not want you to drive Him out',



G
>

Suggested Class Procedure:

Lg the women gather, if they have attempted using any of the
methods they have lesrned in tesching their children, they mey be
iscussion of the kind

i
erger to report on them, This may lecd to a d
f friends their children have, of the various influences in the
env1ronment in which they live, and of their owm friends. A discussion
may then be conducted on the kind of friends we would like to have
and like our children to have., Vays in which they con help their
friends mey then be discussed end definite plans made, including the
learning of songs, stories and Bible verses to teach some friend or
friends. Plans for v1s1t1nb those who need fricndsVLav be made,
GCommittess of two or three to arrange for this may be appointed.
The idea of trying to bring our friends to know God because of our
love for them and for %04 may be brought out in connection with the
himn and memory peasszge.

Additional Activities:

Pr?cm¢0¢wg
t to

Discusyi;fq on Wh&

we should s Lec+ our friends,

z true friend and upon whet bosis

Making of resolutions snd plens to show friendliness
to certain peopnle who need friends. o
Plenning to visit some sick verson and conducﬁing a
short service in their home, using the materials
lsorned. o * o
Reports on progress :
rayer of thanksgiving
we may become beltter frien

T thelir childre N,
risnds ond asking that
s to those arcund us,
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Unit I : Seeing the Femilisr in a Hew Light

LEIHG OUR BODIES T A WEY LIGHT

Adims To help the women to realize that our bhodies are s trust from
God; that God has established certain laws of health; that
it is our responsivility to obey these laws., To lead them
to a desire to learn more about the laws of hyziene,

Condition Involved: The lack of knowledge on the part of the women of
the laws of hygiene and proper czre of their bodies,

Source Waterials:

Story: Denlel Refuses the King's balﬂtles (Daniel 1:1-21).
Memory Passage: atthew 22:37,39.
Hymn: "Blest Be the Tie that Binds" (ilo, 318)

Supplementary Meterials:

Pictures:
Daniel and His Three Friends.
Pictures of foods that are good for building up the bodies.
Health Charis.

Additional Scripture References:
Jer. 35:1-19,
I Cor, 6:19.

Additional Hymn: - ‘
"Teke My Life and Let It Be" Stanze 6 (No. 313).

Sug o“es*r. ed Class Procedure.

Hygiene posters, procurzble from the circuleting library or
Board of Nationsl Health mey be hung around the room when the women
arrive, These mey be explained and a doctor or nurse may tell thenm
somebhing about the simple rules of hygiene., A discussion may follow
on how they can carrv out these rules which they have learned and
the realization thet to really become effective many of the rules

of hygiene must be carried out by the whole community. This may lead
to a desire to tell their neighbors of what they have learneu end to
enlist them in the plan of carr¥ing out the rules. Plans may be made
for doing this. A worshin service mzy then be conducted, centering
around the idea of praying for God's blessing in car yﬂnﬂ opt this
project. The hymn and Bible varoe may be used to show that it ds
only as we work together in a it of love that the heazlth of the

¢ ommunity cen be improved to any zrect extent, The story may b?
used Lo show how one young men consider it importent to care for

et

JO'Q
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hid body. This may be related to the lessons regarding children-

by asking them what kind of training they consider that Daniel's
mother gave him, The additional Scripture references may be used

t o0 emphasize the fact that each individual is responsible for taking
care of her body which is a trust from God, .

Additional»Activitiesz

Seeing water under a microscope

Reports on simple megazine articles on hygiene

Keeping a hygiene chart, As the women cannot read, these
charts should be made with pictures to illustrate the
things which they are to do, e.g., a picture of a
toothbrush for daily brushing of the teeth, two pairs
of chopsticks one pair to dip into the main dishes and
one pair to use in putting the food into one's mouth.

Planning a fly-swatiing campaign

Meking of resolutions to carry out certain rules of hygiene

Planning to teach their children certain rules of hygiene

Prayer, thanking God for our bodies and that we msy be

‘ guided in giving them the proper care and thet we may
uge them as God would have us use thenm,
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P

Urit It Seeing the Familiar in & New Light

% LIGHT

To hely the women to see that it i .
love uﬂd kindness to our parents while
go to great expense to perform e

are dead,

¢

ese Custonm Involved: The careful observence of 2ll the minute
deualls of encestor worship, often after having made life miserable
€or the parents while they were alive.

Source Matericls:

Story: Joseph Jares for Hig Father (Gen, 45:1~ 47:12)
: 5

Memory Passege: Matthew 22:37,
Hymn: "Blest Be the Tie that Binds" (No, 318)
Supplementary lMaterialss
Pictures:
Joseph Welcoming His Father

Pictures illustroting the ghowing of kindness to the aged

ipture References:
H

Additional Hynng:
"Honour Thy Father and Mother"(No. 426)
"Happy the Home When God is There" (Mo, 424)

Chinese Proverbs:

"A f£ilial son is the joy of his father)
"In a1l the clessics filial piety snd righteousness are
considersd of first Importance,”

llustrafive Incident:

The grandfather™in = certain home, who was quite 0ld, dropped
hig bowl whils eablng uﬁd broke it, His son geve him
a wooden bowl to use at the next msal, The next day the
father found his smell boy whittling =z piece of wood and
asked him what he was doing, The boy replied, "I 'm
preporing a boml for you to use when you hecome old like
grandfather",

uggegted Class Procedures

heve not been well trected or even n

A

Cne or two incidents may be sel
mistreated by 4hb1r cuslﬁ”en. A

ected to tell about parents who
is



ilon may be conducted on how children should +rv
ya)

iscuss ir pare
The women mey be asked how they would like thelr chi o treat them

snd the s tory of the boy preﬂarln” g bowl for his fother told, Ths

romen will prohebly be able to gquote proverbs and well-=known soyings on
uhe subje ct, *xodub 20:12 mey be used to show them what the Bible says
gbout how children should trsat their varents and the story of how
Joseph trested his faother may be told, This may lead into a short

i in dominate

WO”Shlp period in which the women are shown that love should i
f . In some casse the parents will not be
ri ong the women may he Hrouvht o & fse
of r re i
discussion
follow.

Additional Activities:

Reports on the progress mede in carrying out the plans mede
throughout the unit,

Preparition for conducting family woreship,

Plenning specific ways of showing love to parents.

Planning a party for the parents and older Christisng

Prayer of thenksgiving for the love of parents and prayer
that we may show them the proper respect and core and

may live worthily of them,



UNIT II

CHANGES JESUS MADE IN THE WORLD

Aime To help the women to see the great change which Jesus brought
to the world and 4o realize thet He is able to help them in
evory situstion, To lesd them to sccept Him as their Friend,
Lord, and Savior and to consecrate thelr lives to Him and
Hig gervice.

(te
O



GWIT II: CHANGES JESUS MADE IN THE WORLD

A

S T

T T
.L:ILT}..‘L ?

r begotien Bou,

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
thet whososever believelth on Him should not perish bul have eternal
life. (John 3:16)

"hat o friend we have in Jesugy
A1l our sinsg and griefs {o beary
Thatl o privilege to carry
Bverything o Fod in praver.

L peace we often forfeit,
T needless pain we bear --

100
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e
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E -
tien love

new
Ir

d loves us. The
crectest manile
s love. leading to the
thet Christ is= by the
:Some of out
how Jesus
in thi s
ccnnuctlon. "
This unit 7 be used either neor Christmas or Zaster
i i 3 ng programs for
3 his celebration,
nd story may B 24 in this
BrOETAM, mede for such o program sh ula be storted a
number of of time as the women learn very slowly, Possibly
a mounth " be necessory for them to prepare for the progrom,
The tecch re to spend a month or more on the hrterials
nrovided rst session under such circumsirnces.

- If ‘not used in connection with the Christmes
progrom, mey stort o conversction on how the day when o
boy is one month old is celebroted. She may then tell the story o.

o beby whose birthdsy is celebrated =1l over the world, This may be
followsed by a discussion of how Jesus g light into the world.
The song may be sung ond explained wn 1euory verse recited and
explained to the women, VThey may lesrn to sing the scng and
recite the verse ih ,selves. Dr“"er ﬂ~y be offered thenking God thet
Jesus ceme to this world fo b
Additional Activities:
Thinking of God's great love aond weys in vhich we can zhow
our love for Him
Conversztion about weye in which Jesus has brought light into
their own lives
Learning of the song "Awey in o lianger' to teach their

children

wede S .
gatetion
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Unit IT: Changes Jesus Made In the World
2., JESUS! POWER OVER DISEASE

Aims: To help the women to e that disease is not caused hy evil

se
gpirits, To lead them to the reelization that todoy Jesus
workg through the docto

ors and nurses in heallng the sick,

Sunplementary Materials:
Pictures:

Jesus Hezling the Sick
Pictures of hosnitals and of doctors ond nurses coring for
the sick

20N
"it Tven Then the Sun Tas Set " (No, 421)
"Thou to Thom the Sick and Dying" (Mo, 422)
Illusgtretions:
Stories of peonle they know whe hove been cured in the hospite

o the hospital, having zrranged
show them interesting casses
s, Lf thers =re pnsonle in the
these friends: Returning from
s g cause., This mey be connected
w i - e hygiene, Methods which the
&cnuora use to sur ckness snd their dependence on God for help and
zuidence may be emn hﬂsizedg A& worship service may follow in which they
ganecially remember sick friends =nd ask God to bless, comfort and heal
thewm, the fact that Jesus brought light into the werld by putting love
into the hearts of the dectors and nurses end that He guides ﬁhem iﬂ
their minisiry to the sick may be brought out, The fact that J s is
near us to comfort and help us in our suffering may be eﬁphasizaiq
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3, JESUS' POIE

Aims To help the women to gese thet they need havs no fear of evil
gpirite, thot Jesus is more powerful then they are and can help
ws to conquor thenm, I

Life Situation Involved: The continual fear of evil spirits which
£

Supplementary Materials:
Additionel Seripture Refersncass
Mark 1:21-28, 34
lierk 9:14-27

ongl T*-’vr*m 83
Baus Who Joj of Lot
"How Swest

ing Hearts" (No. 40)
esus

Sounds " (Ho, 37)

Illustrations:
Stories of those who have been freed from evil gpirits

Suggested Claswy Procedure:

The women mey review what was learned sbout Jesus® power over
disesss and report on thelr visits to the sick, Discussion of other
things of which they are afrgid besides sickness may follow, The fear
evil spirits is slmost certein to he mentioned, The teacher may then
of Jesus' power over avil spirits, and mey lead them to bring
s fears to God in ypraver, The qun, memory verse, symbol, and
acter nay be brought in to show how this world hﬂq besn dsrkened by
forces of evil, ez+ hecouse of God's great lowe for us Jegus came

[-—)
0 b

P t B )
VI o B e o Sl T S
» 8 o
*"S

this world to drive sway this darkness znd bring light to the world,
having concquersd the forces of evil,

Additional Activities:
Adstening to the story about Jesus' great powe
iscussing additional references above
Talking over their fesrg frankly
lenning to help someons whor fhey know is bound by fea
of evil spirits, by telling them whet they have learned
reying for deliverence from this feer for themsslves and
others

'U'*.!Uf‘”'

’"U
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Uunit II: Changes Jesug Made In the World

Adms To help the women to reelize that Jesus ig our living Lord and
to help them overcome their fear of deeth and of the spirits of
the dead.

Life Situstion Involved: The belief that the spirits of the dead
wander upon the sarth, bringing harm to those whe do not
provide them with the necszsitiesg of the spirit world, HMeny
of the Christisn women have not entirely thrown off this belisf
and those who heve are familiar with the belief among their
heathen neighbors,

SL 3 The Resurrection( John: 20:1~18)
Memory Verse: John 3:16 )
Hymm: "That a Friend e Have In Yeczus" (o, 503)
Supplementary Meterialss
Pictures:
The °
Liary
Pa%er
Pictures
Pic of the cocoon

Additilonal Script
I Cor, 15155

fett, 28:20

Rew, 21:1 2215

chir 1132526 :

ohn 14:1~3

eyl .’:’i

ey Cy

Additional Hymn: "Jesus ILives! Thy Terrors Now" (lo, 135)

Suggested Class Procedure:

A gengrel review centered zround the symbol, character, memory,
verse and hymn may st art the session, introducing a conversetion on
ways in which Jesus has brouvght light into the worldd, This may lsad
to one of the darkest pictures of the world, that of desth, which is
connected with Christ's death 25 dealt with in the preceding session
The story of Christ's resurrsction mey then be told with 211 thet it
means to ug todaye Soms of the additicnal Seripture references may
introduced here, Prayer may follow thenking God thet He has conguer
death ond thet we need no longer have any fesr of i%,

+0 some friend who has 1
ze the Resurrection story

.
J .
strating Passion Week and the Zesurrectlion
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UNIT IIX

IETTING JEBUS CHANGE US

Aim: To help the women to realize that thers is much in their lives which
is wot according to Godfs will, and thet it is only =s they receive
help from Jesus that they will be s2ble to chenge these old habits,
Te bring them to a willingness to confess their sins and shortcomings
to Him end to trust in Him to help them change these habits,



UHIT ITI: LETTING JESUS CHANGE US

g7 - R
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E e

Creste in me a c¢lean heart, € Gods
And renew o right gpirit »i

thin me, (Ps. 51:10)

"] am coming Lordd

Coming now to Thes!

Wash me, cleanse me in the Llood
That flowed on Calwary,."
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admits, Different women, representing Happiness,
Love, Industry, and Contentment knock on the door
and come in and everything goes well, Soon Idleness,
Gossip, biscord, end Ei’*ate knock on the door,. After
some hesitation the woman permits them to enter and
the good forces leave, Cemfusion reigns, until

the woman recalls Love, Happiness, Indusiry, and
Contentment to help her ds#dwe out the evil forces.

Suggested Class Procedure:

In the two previous units the women have been considering 'bhemselves
in a new light and have been also eonsidering Jesus' power to change
and overcome evil, At the beginning of this unit, a discussion may
be started as to whether the forces in the world are the only things
which need changing, The character for heart may here be introduced.
Conversetion may follow as 10 what in our lives needs changing, Try
to keep the conversation as definite as possible, The symbol may be
used here, especielly if as is quite likely, someone mentions the
fact that they are too old to change, After the women realize that
they do need to chenge the Bible verse and hymn may be introduced as
prayers to be used in this connection,

A large picture of a Lotus flower may be drawn on the blackboard
or on a large sheet of paper. The teacher may discuss with the women
how the lotus comes out of the dirty black mud but is = beautiful and
clean flower, This may be applied to the lives of the Christians, how
their lives may be very black, but as they have learned in previous
lessons, Jesus came to cleanse their hearts of sin and free them from
its power, The story may be told of e womem who had a very black
life, which Jesus cleansed, A discussion may follow on how we can
help Jesus cleanse our hearts so that He may dwell there. A prayer
may be offered, followed by the singing of the hymn as = prayer.

Additional Activitiss:

Discussion of ways in which we can help Jesus cleanse our

hearts, such as by "practiéing the Presence"

Prayer that Jesus will come and dwell in our hearts, cleansing

them of anything which is not pleasing to Him,

Planning to use the hymns, verses, and stories in conducting
cottege prayer mestings according to distriets, the
Christien women in each dlstrict meeting together and
inviting others to come,

Prayer for this plan

Planning to put on the Symbolic Play and practicing it
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Unit III Letting Jesus Change Us

CHANGE CUR WAYS

Life Situation Involvsd: The fuct thal meny of the Christisns, although
gh ¢ g illing to surrender their

they wi
[:’)

o follow Jesve , ere not w
vills =]

Source Materials:
ry: The Story of Zochzeus (Luke 19:1-10]
emory Ve Pa, 51:10
d

Supplementary M
Pictures J
;

e (D O b2
2 .
M -1

|l
it e

]

(o3}

Additional Hymng:

"He Lecdeth lig" (Mo, 357)
Toad A M 7y : b 1
"Fuide Me, C Thou Great Jehovw

The women may report on the »rogr
things from their hecrts vwhich Zod wou
of this they mey discuss some of the ways
hebits of which Jesue does not =pprove
Jesus helped Zachaeus change his bad h
Fellow in which each considers her haob

Prayer that God will search our

and give them up may be followed by t

The hymn for the unit mey be sung sof
TS £

. 1 o~
male rese

b ! u e change
s and help us to find these habits
he recitation of the memory passage.
tly, The women may then wish

° -tlfz

5 Woek,

eane fomEosas
Additional Activities:
P w 4+ T 3 gmor I . o g - Kad
Reports on Jotbsge Praver Hestings end preporciion for the
antdnnatd ay £ anpd
COMmLInUaTion oI sudh
Individual declareticns of specific hebits which they are
determined to change with Jesusz® help,
- .
Picture study
L4 3 . A L -4 Ead 3 3 : g - P
Discussion and study of additioncl Seripture pzssoges



Aim: To help these women to see that if they ere to follow Jesus they
must completely surrender themselves sand all thet they have to
Him,
Life Situation Involved: The faoct thaet meny of the Christisns, although
they wis g Jesg e compl surrender o
"1
i

<r
o
Pictures:
[
S

o young Chinese the map of the
hiﬁfso follow Him

Matt, 19:16-22
u-J‘t‘ 6:24
att, 10:37
ark 10:29-30

Gal, 2:20

Additional Hymns:

"C Come to iy Heart L
"Just 4s I Am" (Mo,

thet Jesus as
s

mes ked h
reve Him the keyvs to 2l
~ ) Py v

momert for him to turn over that key,
the otheéy: keys to him, saying the

L .
LTrust

 with all of the keys of hi
accept any ofthean,

Suggested Class Procedurs:
The hymn for the unit may bhe sung very softly, followed by the
memory verse as a prayer, Reports of changes which have been made in
thelr lives throughout the week and of the resulis of the cottoge
preyer meetings mey follow, A discussion msy be conducted on things
which we still nesd to surrender to Christ, bringing out such things
se monsy, time, tnlents and homes, Things which hinder the full



surrender mey be discussed, T!

not =hle to surrander all to fo
that Jesng will Pv71 rule our

JER A ....J

to completely surrender to Him,
Additional Activities:

Cohversation sbout the difference it would meke in a
community if esch individusl would let Jesus rule
his 1ifse,

ng of declszions of definite things thesy
going to do in order thet Jesus may more fully rule
their community

Reporte on whet they have geinsd from the lessons of this

in which they will trv to make




UNIT IV

THINKING ABOUT GOD®S BLESSING

poe

o help the women *to appreciants the maony blessings which God has
ve come from God, pfo instil

Adme
iven them and to realize that they h

o

T

g T

in them a spirit of thanksgiving for these blessings andgheln
them to find methods by which they may express this gretitude,
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UNIT IV: THINKING ABOUT GOD'S RLESSINGS

BLESSING

Ch give thenks untc the God of godss
For his lovingkindness endurseth for ever, (Ps, 13

"All people that on earth do dwell,

Sing to the Lord with cheerful voicsg

Him serve with fear, His praise forth tell,
Come ye before Him and rejoice," (No, 17)

ot
}_, 4
o



ils

Adim: To help the wom appreciate more fully God's cere for them,
To bring iHhe women Lo o desire to express their gratitude to
God for His care and to show them how they may do this.

Life Situation Involved: The fasct that these Christien women are well
acquainted with Tthe custom of their neighbors of dependingvpsnthe
ged of thunder or some other god or ‘cherm for protection and
favor,

Source Materisls:

Talk: The Flowers and Birds (Iavh. 5310=234)
mory Verse: Ps, 136:2 =~
vmm: "The Doxology' (Mo, 17)

T
i

Supplementary listerials :
Symbols The bat, the Chinese symbol for hanpiness or blessing.
This ig due To the similerity in tbe sound of the character
for bat and that for heppiness or tlessing.,

LN . P ; LN R
Characterifi@ Blessing, llade up of an sltar with an offering on it

sometimes written like thisjR + On the other slde is one——t7<*‘

mouth or one man, below thig is a f£ield or one's possessionsyy
Iﬁ is only as one puts oneself and all one's possessions on
1e altar thet one receives a blessing.

Ficturess
Picturss of birds and flowvers
Pictures of harvesting
Pictures of foods which they hsve recelved from Fod

uCPthlfo References:

s Torld" (ilo, 12)
£ the Zarth " (Lo, 15)

in order to
to nome soume
uh@S@ hlessing
non-Christisn
that a2ll of
“wmethods by
iscussed.

The

e, The exnlanaiion OL
of the unit

" S
53 iﬂe»u’l.-w_.f) of God'le

vmn.and ndnorv verse m“y be 1
2 L 01
£

L]



}l

.
S

4
i

e i Aot

.
L.

e

LA

EA
Tt

vy

£
O S
apd 3 D

u

rev
L U
g

T
B

-
G

e

A

L1

o

b A

.

4

brot
jets
OJ @

«

@
i
i)
(&)

xolo

]

o

s

=]

'

.
A

=)
RRR RS

b
e .
b N
£2 o)
€
-
i) ©
o o
P et
2 a
o i

8
wiils

LY.

B
2t

.
H o
Vad oD

3

t1n

=5

]

(5

£

‘9
Wi

+a ot
Lo

41

4

i

=)
]




.

e
by
5
]
)
i
1
N « o
O P @
© e} i
& & 42
o
.Su -+ ..% [=]
i . el
o @ i !
- @ £ 5
v DM 4> 0 o
w ) —~ ) @
[ o=} -+ <! [y b5
~ <) H 4>
m przal [ s
< o
3 pose < (647 <
- [as < ot
Lo £ <} -2
O [} H
o5 I ) ol n
] Ko o
-+ =1 -+ o
i [ 1 m
[} = Gy i el 0
2 =2 G L [ @O
i [asd G jas 8]
=t ~i i4
&) b e [ o
| 291 & o & G
o (o u: w +3
ot o} I o ©
< e © G A4
ol WN N (SR 42
i [#p] ur Fey
mu o 3] N~ @ B
[} A B e D T o)
o O = B <l
B G oy . o
) . [ S (] ¢
el o i )
-+ @ L= J s}
o =3 T e m
i 14 ! ]
o e £ [5} &
ot e+ D} -ri
oow [OINe @ 0
M 0ot £ @
i 0 -+ fos
oo B O
G ow =] e 12 G i o
S @ o L@ O G O o ol
© fr e @ o €5 < £
o £ 4 R 42
[ R O o4 @ o]
O £ @ o G (e}
[ O @« & e B <
ook 3 . -
Mg s ..mw SN ES]
e o 2y
S Ere) o
n £ ot
e} (o) 2]




b ls:
~ed

e

. I
b =
o [¢] O
0 < =
a #
< Y
15 g [« @
e i
re] o [ X
<3 <
5 3 @©
(&3 oy
-4
-
&5
e [
e ol
e L3
[] G-y
< o
o ] S
o <
Y, o o
e w -
m O W DO <
<o Bl s o
&= € £ 42 b
L © [0 &3
Gom e e G} B
(3]
83 ()
[ R s
e o A
19 T B 5
o (] e
o) 0 Pn ©
b @ p-f Pt
a ~ @ L
< Pagge &
[0} o
G [1s L]
O [} &
et © O v {2
S 0 o
) FENN ! (IS
I o} -
= o (30w} oo 43 G
4 2 T m oS O O
o : 4 © ¢ O o990 =
o o O 1 O QO M o B
[ o o) g s 0 4+ 4> C
o s LG D O & ® € ol
193] U W U 0 © G0EY ol 2 ) e =4 0
. o I} <oy W
i o o 0] W3 0 e A o
© 4D 3 0 oO,n 0@ O M O (ORI )
b ke e e Gl L O [0} oowm
o) o @ on e~ 0 @ el O € 6 erd ) ol
o el ouE Ry 42 el et @8 B el [
- 4 LT SIS > QRN S 42
SO o L) © oo O o o
2o ] (G T e B S I ) ife!
O O g 3 3 - [a} L]
Bt 42 0 <% < =
£
pon I3
£
ol o
d 43




0

)

.

given

[

ves.

35

1i

ir

n the

¥

-
3 i

ol

-

19}
1
D

W0

have
should

E ]

a
T

followed by

7

may be

b &
ot
i 4o

AN

L

@
<&}
o

W



UNIT ¥

PLEASTNG GOD I OUR DEALINGS WITH OUR FELLOYW MEN

Aim: To help the women to see that unless our gratitude ig expressed

in our conduct znd in our deszlings with others our praversg will

b‘n of‘ little aveil, To instil in theze women the desire to deal
ghtly with their fellow men,
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JNIT ¥: PLEASING GOD IN CUR DEALINGS WITH OUR FELLOW M
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Owe no men anything, save to love one another,
(Rom, 13:8)

"Take my life, and let it be
Congecrated, Lord; to Theeg

Teke my hands, and let them move

A%t the impulse of Thy love,

At the imoulse of Thy love," (No, 313)
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Sime help the women to see that fo be nlessing to God they must
he Monest in all of thelr relstionships, To lesd the women to
déﬁ grmine to Oeﬁl honestly st 211 times with =211 osonle,

Life Situstion Involved:
The practice of fooling children in order to get them to obey. In
meny insténces too, when & nefnoa, possibly the son who is sway

from home,,died, the mother or father will be fooled into thinking
he is still alive, letters and packages even being sent in his n

Source liaterialss
Story: Jacob Fools His Father (Gen, £7:1-45)
Memory Verse:s Rom, 13:8
Hymn: "Take Wy Life" (Mo, 313)

Supplementery Lis

o
Pictures:
Jaccb Fooling
Pictures 171U3+rat11” d
Piectures illiustrating h

Ll

‘...l
(e}

b klnd of o world this

edures

:eter for love which they heve alresdy learned may

s lesson and the verses regarding loving God and
7e

—ris
VY

P S
Ccugslon 21

sult5 nleeing the cheranciter for this

the former lesson, Some of the

e otncia do to us may bpe discussed and
ol’ld_

tie §0rToY which it brougirt mey be told. A discussion of weys in wq;ﬂh

we would like to be trested recultlnﬁ in definite resolutions to dezl

ho QG%%¢3 mey foflaw. The hyma may be used as a closing prayer,

(b

unit and the ve
things which we do

the Golden Rule may be introduced., The story of Jacob's dishonesty

Addd itiondl Activities:
Prayer that God w e
honest szand well plessing 1o Goa \

Reports of progress node i ugh the week

Discussion of the weys in which tuey are accustomed to be

dishonest with their children znd %o teach them %o be

A

d

ishonest =nd metheds of changing this
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Unit V: Pleasing God In Our Dealings With Our Fellow Men
3. GUARDING THE TONGUE

Aim: To help the women to refx"aix‘x-:vfrom gossiping and using bad language.

LEife Situation Involved: The habit of gathering in groups to gossip and
"z using vile language.

Source Materials:
Topic for Discussions The Fower of the tongue (Hames 3:2-12)
Memory Verse: Rom, 13:8 ‘
Hymns "Take My Life" (No, 313)

Supplementary Materials:
Pictures of ships and horses under perfect control

Additional Bible References:
Mark 7:15=23
Ps, 19:14
Prov, 15314
Prov, 18:21
Prov., 21:23
Ps, 39:1 ) "

Addi‘tional Hymn: “Be the Matter What It May" (No. 509)

Suggested Class Procedure:

Two pictures of hearts, one full of all kinds of evil things,
the other with the character for the unit, "Goodness" in it, may be
drawn, From the evil heart all kinds of ewil things will come forth
asd good things will issue from the good heart, The teacher may
review with them from preceding units those things which will be in
the good heart, as good friends, thanksgiving, love and gratitude and
in the evil heart will be bad friends, hatred, jealousy and gossip,
A discusgion may follow on how the heart expresses itself, They may
be told what James says about the tongue, The Bible verse may be
repeated end they may be asked whet kinds of words they owe to people.
What kind of words did Jesus use? This mey be followed by a discussion
of what has been accomplished as a result of the resolutions made in
this unit end by plans for ecarrying them further,

Additional Activities: '

Learning of songs, stories, and verses to teach their children
} to take the place of the bad language which they are learning
Learning some gemes t0 teach thdir children so they will not

be tempted to join the gambling games which are so0

tempting and to learn the language of evil companions
Picture study
Prayer that God will help each one to guard the tongue

thet it will not say that which it should not say



UNIT VI

CHILDREN OF ONE FATHER

Aim: To lead the women %0 2 reslization of the vestness of Cod's
Kingdom and to the reslization that they should therefore be
interested in their own country snd in other lands and should
learn ways in which they can have a part in God's work throughout

+hs world,

},.,.}



UNIT VI: CHILDREN. OF ONE FATHER

CHINA THE WORLD

Righteousness exalteth a nation,
But sin is & reproach to eny people., (Prov, 14:34)

"Oh, where ars kings and empires now

Of old that went and ceme?

But, Lord, Thy Church is praying yet,

A thousand yesars the same," (Mo, 221)

131
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hymn may be sung and the memory verse leamed., The women may then

desire to learn more sbout their own nation and other nations and to
consider the part which they may heve in bringing the Kingdom of God
to0 the world, : )

A large map of China may be hung in the front of the room, Pictures
of Chinese leaders and scenes from different provinces of China may also
be hung in prominent places, Someone may tell the women in a very
gimple manner something about their country, its leaders, pecple and
occupations, They may be told something about the Christisn leaders of
t heir country, Dr. Sun, Madam and General Chisng Kai Shek, and Chang
€hih Chiang, The fact that General snd Madam Chiang tske time each dey
for Bible study and preyer may be mentioned, also the fact that Mrs.
Chiang prayed before she went to free her husband. The women may be
t0ld how the whold nation was unified in rejoicing when the general
was freed, Methods by which they cen help these leaders to establish
e Christian nation may be mentioned, espe¢ially emphasiging the
importence of prayer. The story may be $61d of how Nehemish helped
his country because he trusted in God to help him, The Bible verse
may be recited and the hymn sung, The women may plen to learn something
about their country to report at the next session,

Additional Activities:
Preyer for Chine and her leaders
Study of map of China
Reports on current events in Chims
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Unit V¥I: Children of @ne Fether
2. SHOWING OUR LOVE FOR OUT COUNTRY

Aims To help the women reallze that they khould love the:.r country, and
that by having Christian homes and bginging up their children
right they cen help their country.

Life Situation Involved: The lack of interest whzch the women seem to
have in their nation as a whole.

Source Materials: A
Story: Esther Shows Love for ter Country (Esther)
Memory Verse: Prov, 14:34
Hymn: "Oh, Where Are Kings and Empires Now?" (No. 221)

Supplementary Materialss
Pictures:
Esther appearing before the king
Women teaching their children to pray

Additional Seripture References:
Ps, 137
Ps, 1263:1-3

Additional Hymns:
"We Love Our Native Land (No, 229)
"0 Save My Country Lord" (No, 231)

Suggested Class Procedures

The women may report on things which they have learned throughout
the week about their country, This may be followed by a discussion of
how they as women can help their country. Reference may be made to
lessons they have had before such as the beaching regarding hygiene and
the proper training of children, The story may then be told of a woman:
who loved her country enough to risk her life for it. They may be
shown that although we may not be able to risk our lives for our
country, we may pray for it and try to meke our own little part more
as God would have it be., The memory verse and song mey then be
recited and sung, followed by a short prayer for their country,

Additional Activities:

Plans for some specific work in their own country, such as
helping femine sufferers

Prayer that God will guide them  in ways in which they may
help their country

Prayer for the leaders of their couniry especially General
and Madem Chieng

Flang for learning more about their country

Reports on current events
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Plaxning for = closing meeting to which others
will be inv1ted when the women will have the
opportun to pass on to others thot which

-

they have lesrﬂed

Plaming to get into touch with Christisn women
of scme other country and of contributing in
some way to their work



Unit Vi: Children of One Fa
&, SHOUTHG OUR LOVE I'CR GOD'S CHILDREN ALL COVER THE WORLD

Aims To lead the women to love the people from other lands.
Life Situation Iavolved: Leock of interest of the women in those of other
nations, =nd sntagonism toward some nations, espscially Japan,

Source Meterisls: . ‘
Story: The Good Semaritan (Luke 10:30-35)
liemory Verse: Prov, 1l4:34
Hymn: "Oh, Vhers Are Kings =nd Empires MNowi!

Supplementsry laterials:
Picturess
Scenes from other lands
Peonle from other lends
of the Yorld

tional Hymn: '
"In Christ There Is N Zast Or West" (MNo. 241)

les: :
ries of Christizns in other lands, in particular those
in Japen, Kegawa ond others

Suggested Class Procedure:

The women may give their reports regarding what they have learned
regarding other nations., In some instences it mzy be necessary for the
teacher to help these women vrepare their reports before the gession,
The story of the msn who was kind to a msn thzt was not only of another
country but who was from an enemy country may be told, e=d followed Ly
=z discussion of how we cen help those from other nstions, resulting in
very definite plens, By the use of the women's lesson sheets, it mey
be showm that it is only as China works in with God's plan and the
Chinese flag is crossed with the Church flag in the interest of the
world, that she can fully accomplish her mission on the earth, Some of
the things which China has given to the world such as orinting, and the
compass may he mentioned, bringing out the fact that China should continue
to share what she has that is good with the world. The Bible verse may
then be regited, followed by the hymn and prayer for those of other
nations and:%hai the nations of the world may become one Christian

brotherhood.

Additional Activities:
Turther study of the map and oictures,including a review of
what has been lezmrned '
Conclusion ¢fr plans for a closing meeting
Conclusion of nlens for getting into touch with Christiens
from other nstions
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