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INTRODUCTION 



Ilil'TRODUCTIOU 

A. The Problem S·tated and the Present Study Justified 

The problem of this study is ·to analyze the experiences 

of two outsta.n.ding :rr:e dical missionaries, Peter Parker and Albert 

Schweitzer, in order to discover the primary motiva·bion in their 

lives and those traits of character and skills that contributed to 

·(;heir being successful missionaries. 

The q1.iestion of motivation is a difficul·b one but is easier 

to understand in the lives of some men than in the lives of others. 

Take, for example, the life of a man who, we shall say, \'7as brought 

up in New York City. His father was a doctor. The boy YJ'ent to college 

and then to the same msdical school from which his fa·bher had been 

graduated. After receiving his medical degree, he assis·ted in his 

father's practice and took over the prosperous practice at his father r s 

death. Normally, in the study of this mant s life we v7ould not be 

greatly challenged by the fact that he was a doctor in Hew York City, 

for he acted as expected. 

The tvvo medical missionaries considered in this study, however, 

presen:t an entirely different situation. These men gave up the fellow­

ship of life-long friends, t;he possibility of a prosperous medical 

practice and. comfortable home life, and the conveniences of highly 

civilized nations in order to serve people in obscure parts of the 

Tiorld. In the stu.dy of such lives, tb.e question is paramount: '\Thy 
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did they desire and want to be medical missionaries? The question 

necessitates a study of the motivation in their lives. 

To see a man Yiho is ou·t;standing in his field of endeavor 

is to wonder how he became successful. ~ihy were not George Yfashington~ 

Thomas Edison and Charles Spm·geon like the ordinary men about t:b..em? 

What made the difference in their lives between successful endeavor 

and mediocre achievement? 

The same problem presents itself in the study of the li-v-es 

of Parker a..J.d Schweitzer. In such a study there is need to discover 

what character traits and skills they possessed that mB.de their efforts 

bear fruit. The &.J.alysis of these problems can give the following 

values: (1) The value of seeing the povrer of certain ideals and 

desires worked out in actual life; (2) the value of seeing the pragmatic 

test used to corroborate the truth of certain ideals and types of 

behavior; (3) the value of satisfy~ng one's desire to understand why a 

person acted as he did; (4) the value of seeing the practical resuJ:'cs 

to which the holding of certain ideals and desires leads. 

The selection of Parker and Schweitzer for this study was 

made for several reasons. It is generally agreed that these men v;ere 

mrbstanding in their work; thus it 1T.ill be unnecessary to justify their 

achievements before going into a study of their motivation and the 

significant factors in their missionary accomplislunents. In classifying 

these men as outstanding, no reference is being made to the worth of 

their achievements, bu·b rather to the fact that they successfully 

accomplished v.fhat they intended to do. The work of Parker and Schv!Teitzer 

was done in t-vm distinct types of environment; Peter Parker's in the 
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ancient civilization of China~ and Albert ::lclmeitzer's in primitive 

Africa. Through them -bhe ViOrk of medical missions "Jill be seen more 

representatively. Peter Parker is recognized as the first modern 

medical missionary~ and in him we see medical missions in their be­

ginning, v1hereas Schvreitzer s·l:iill lives today.
1 

Parker represents 

the ordinary orthodox concept of missionary motivation, while SchvJeitzer 

is not an orthodox Christian in the historic sense but is motivated 

rather by a more humanitarian drive. Because his viewt differ from 

Parker's~ a study of Schneitzer's life vlill make certai..11. contributions 

vtrJ.ich would be missed if his life w·ere ow..i tted .. 

B. The Li:mi tation of the Study 

Th...is study is concerned with that material from the life 

and thought of these men that ·will give insight into their motivation 

and give the significant factors in their missionary accomplisllln.en~Gs. 

l'To attempt will be made to present any chronological continuity. 

It is not within tho scope of this stud;y- to evaluate~ 

philosophically or theologically~ the ·wor·bh of missionary accomplish­

ments of these men. Ho·wever, a real problem presents itself in the 

evaluation of their work.. The problem would revolve around such issues 

as: l'>hat is the relation betvmen meeting the physical needs of people 

and the essen·bial Christia."'l message? T'lha:t; is the relation between 

Ch.ris~Gian doctrine and Christian life? Can eny who do not embody the 

unique, historic Christian doctrines make a valuable contribution -'Go 

. . . . . . 
1. H. Clay Trumbull.., Old Time SJ.;udent Volunteers, p. 108. 
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the Christian missionary enterprise? This latter problem would arise 

primarily in the case of Albert Schvreitzer, who does not hold some 
I 

of the fundamental doctrines of historic Cpxistianity. Secondarily, 

the problem vrould arise because of some vv-ho question the basic idea 

of medical missions and their worth. This study will present, rather 

tha_n. evaluate, the motivation and the factors influential in the 

missionary accomplishments of Parker and Schweitzer. 

C. The Ple..n of the Study 

Chapter I 11ill treat the life and thought of Peter Parker 

witl1 respect to his motivation snd the significant factors in his 

missionary accomplishments. Albert Schweitzer's life ruJ.d ·bhought will 

be treated in the same mw..ner in Chapter II. The firsJc two chapters 

v.rill be individual entities within themselves; neither presupposes 

the other. By so doing each man 1-.rill be understood as he is, not 

colored b-<r 
" 

the light of the other. On the basis of the understanding 

of the ~G\;70 men presented in the first two chapters, the third chapter 

will give a comparison of the men. The comparison vrilJ. point up their 

essential likeness and difference, and the influence of these on their 

minis·l:;ries. The final chapter Y.rill be a general sununary and conclusion 

of the findings of the study. 

D. The Sour ce s for the Study 

The sources f'or this study include: 

1. The ViTi tings of Parker and Schweitzer. 
2. Biographies of both :men. 
3. Books dealing vri th special phases of their work. 
4. Books dealing with the theological and philosophical concepts of' 

these men. 



CHA.PTER I 

TJIE IDTIVATION MID COUTRIBUTHIG FACTORS TO THE illSSIOliARY 

ACCOI\LIPLISffii1El:JTS OF PETER FARRER 



CHAPTER I 

THE MOTIVATION AlTID CONTRIBUTING FACTORS TO THE MISSIONARY 
ACCOMPLISHl~l~S OF PETER PARKER 

A. Introduction 

Peter Parker was the first modern medical missionary. He 

was strongly evangelical in his religious emphasis. The objective 

of this chapter is to present an understanding of this medical 

missionary in terms of the motivating elements in his life and the 

significant factors which led to his missionary accomplishments. 

B. Pater Parker's Motivation as Seen in His Religious 
Experience 

1. Introduction 

The story of W~ses' leading the Israelites out of the land 

of Egypt has always proved interesting. Of no less interest is MOses' 

religious experience~ itself~ and why he embarked on so great an under-

taking. An understanding of MOses r experience is rendered easier by 

the simplicity of the motivation for his task. Moses• motivation may 

be understood not in terms of the social pressures of his day~ or of 

an adventuresome spirit~ or of an inward desire to aid a suffering 

humanity; but it is understood rather in terms of his religious ex­

. 1 
per~ence. It 1vas 1ooses' relationship to his God that explains why he 

undertook his great task. 

• • • • • • 

1. Exodus 2 

-1-
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Of like simplicity was the motivation of Peter Parker for 

his task in another ancient civilization--Clrl.n.a. The reason why Peter 

Parker undertook his sacrificial service is also found in his religious 

experience. 

2. Factors in His Early Years that Led to a Commitment of His Life 
to God. 

There was a manifested hostility to spiritual matters in 

Parker's early years. This opposition to the religion of his childhood 

was in spite of devoted Christian parents who were active in the 

Orthodox or Trinitarian church of Framingham, Massachusetts, in the 

early nineteenth century. 

Parker's early dislike for religion can best be seen in his 

mm words: 

I ;vas customarily required to attend public worship, which truly 
afforded me no satisfaction otherwise than my curiosity was 
amused with whai:;ever I saw that was new and dazzling to the 
fancy ••• usual,~y:"\;here was nothing in sermons that gave me pleasure 
but their close.' This was anticipated ;"lith impatience and heard 
with joy ••• The public services of the Sabbath were not more tedious 
than the. religious instructions of my parents were irksome ••• such 
was my reluctance to repeat the

1 
Lord's Prayer that I frequently 

cried when required to do it ••• 

This attitude continued with var~~ng degrees to his middle teens. 

The first religious teaching which made an indelible im-

pression on his mind came at the age of six or seven years. This was 

precipitated by the remarks of a pious instr\tctor at school concerning 

God's giving the Ten Commandments to Moses and the Israelites at Mount 

Sinai. 'If God spoke to them in the midst of thunderings, and earth-

. . . . 
1. George B. Stevens~ The Life of Peter Parker, M.D., p. 6. 
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quakes, and a terrible tempest when the cofurn.andm.ents were laid down,''· 

said the teacher, ''how do you think God vnll do when he comes to take 

them up in the end of the world and finds the commandments broken'?'• 
1 

The consideration of this question filled the boy's soul •nth dread. 

A morbid seriousness developed along with his distaste for religion 

which continued into his teens. 

From time to time he read in the New Testament. The message 

he read developed within him a sense and conviction of sin; so that he 

would cry out, 110h, that I had never been bornl" As is the natural 

reaction of a person in this state, he sought to save himself. How-

ever, his good resolutions were quickly follovted by discouraging failures. 

It was impossible for Parker to hide his mental and spiritual 

anguish from his parents. The parents wisely refrained from forcing 

the boy into any decision, but placed in conspicuous places constructive 

religious books. These he read with some help, although his soul still 

did not find peace lvith God. The great burden of sin which this teen-age 

boy was carrying only rolled off after a talk with his father, helped 

by his mother. 2 

This important talk with his father came near the end of a 

day's work in the field. Telling his father that he was unprepared to 

leave this world, he cried out in despair through his tears, 11YVhat shall 

I do to be saved? 11 He does not remember having heard that question 

before, but it expressed the sincere desire of his heart. His mother, 

joining the conversation, pointed her son to Jesus Christ who saves. 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., P• 7. 
2. Ibid., PP• 8,9. 
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That night he spent wrestling with God~ his pillow bathed with tears. 

~n morning came he had a new sense of the nearness of God; he was 

conscious of his sins being forgiven and his distress gone. His boy-

hood antagonism to religion was dispelled. He began to consider the 

glory of his God in the decisions he IDB.de. 

3. His Call to Missionary Senice. 

Only a year after his conversion Peter Parker began to e:x:-

press the desire to proclaim the gospel to others. This awakened 

interest manifested itself following a serious sickness in which there 

was much concern for his very life. 1 During the sickness he states 

that he was not apprehensive for his own life, for he had secret 

longings to depart. His life being spared him~ he took definite :steps 

toward a more active participation in the work of the church. To serve 

God became a growing ambition. 

In considering the work of the ministry, Parker meditated on 

the worth of such a task. He sought to reason from the standpoint of 

one who was standing in eternity and looking back over his life. From 

this position he came to the follovdng conclusion: 

Reason~ and I trust the Holy Spirit~ suggested to me that it 
would then afford me the highest possible felicity to remember 
that I had spent and been spent in the service of God. All 
human pursuits that did not tend directly to promote the divine 
glory seemed unworthy my regard. The honors and riches of this 
world I esteemed as vanity. To spend and be spent in the 
service of God I considered as implying a direct, exclusive, 
and entire consecration of time and talents~ of poverty and 
influence, of all the powers of the mind, and soul~ to him.2 

• • • • •• 

1. Ibid.~ P• 13. 
2. Ibid.~ P• 15 
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The deep longing of his heart is seen to be service for his God. 

Parker could not think about a college training and the 

regular ministry 11 for his father had made it clear to him that he was 

needed at home. For ~vo years he continued to consider these matters 

in his heart. At length he went to talk to Dr. Kellogg 11 his pastor11 

about becoming a preacher. Dr. Kellogg strongly discouraged him in his 

ideals 11 saying that many young Christians falsely believe that the only 

way to serve Christ is by being a preacher. 

By the time he was twenty-two years old--several years after 

his talk with Dr. Kellogg--provision was made for the financial support 

of his parents. Released from parental responsibilities 11 he felt free 

to make preparation for college entrance. Dr. Kellogg newt agreed lvith 

Peter11 since his parents were cared for and his interest in preaching 

had remained strong. 

The crucial decision for the mission field came during his 

senior year at Yale College. During one vacation he gave over an entire 

day to prayer and meditation on the question: nrs it my duty and privi­

lege to become a foreign missionary?111 To anmver this question11 he set 

down four other questions which he considered at length: 

1. What are my qualifications as it regards natural and acquired 
ability and piety? 

2. 1Vhat are my feelings upon the subject? 
3. Why prefer a foreign to a domestic mission? 
4. What are my motives? ~y what am I actuated·? What was it at 

first; what is it now? · 

After answering these questions to his satisfaction he concluded: 

l. Ibid. 11 P• 44. 
2. Ibid. :1 P• 44. 

. . . . . . 
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11VJhile there are some obstacles still in the way, the preponderance 

of arguments is in favor of my being a foreign missionary, unless, in 

the Providence of God, prevented."l 

Having made this personal study, he then sought ·!;he counsel 

and advice of friends whom he respected. The result of his personal 

prayer and meditation and the counsel of friends was a strong conviction 

that God was calling him to the mission field. 

Peter Parker believed that God wanted him on the mission field. 

He concluded that he should go to China as a medical doctor. This de-

cision ~vas based on his belief in the effectiveness of medicine as a 

means to provide opportunities for the presentation of the gospel. 

Though spiritual matters may be nebulous to the heathen, bodily pain 

and discomfort are very real. By meeting the people at their point of 

need, entrance into their hearts for the presentation of the gospel 

would be gained. His medical skill; therefore, would increase his 

effectiveness as a servant of' God. 

He determined to go to China under the American Board of 

Commissioners for Foreign Missions., after coming to realize the great 

need in that field. 

Peter Parker's ow.a words, wri·!;ten on the day of his ordination 

to the ministry, indicate his devotion to his missionary call. 

I have this evening been ordained to the work of the ministry 
of .Jesu.s Christ, as his herald to the heathen ••• I have looked 
fonvard long and •if.lth great interest to this work. Previous 
to the meeting I was enabled to make a full and entire surrender 
of all I have to God. Oh., my God, to thee I may say it, there 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., P• 52. 
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is something that appears like the feeling of a martyr that 
possesses my bosom. I am entirely thine, and forever thine. 
On condition that thy grace be sufficient for me, I will not 
shrink from taking an apostle for my example. With him I shall 
suffer hardships like a good soldie!• I can meet perils by 
the deep, among false brethren and heathen. To the charge 
delivered me I respond wi·th a hearty Junen. God helping me I 
will preach the gospel, and nothing but the gospel, and sooner 
let me go to the stake than to yield one iota of the gospel to 
the dishonor of Jesus, my Master. I bless the Lord for the 
occasion and all its attendant circumstances. Oh, my un­
worthiness1 I felt at the close of the services that I wanted 
to lie dovm in the dus·c before my Iv!a.ker. Who, or what am I, 
that I should be called to this sacred workl I thought during 
the services of what I once was--a poor lost wandereiil! from the 
fold of Christ. I thought of days that are gone, and adored 
the God who had thus mysteriously led me on. Great ~od, let 
me make the return of a life wholly devoted to thee1 

4. His Passion for Serving God. 

Peter Parker burned with the desire to serve God in the 

preaching of JGhe gospel. On the very day in which he was united with 

the church, he established family worship in his home with the consent 

of his parents. 

In his student days he sought and made many opportunities 

for the preaching of the gospel. As a student of Amherst College, in 

the 1820's, he visited the poor in almshouses and the convicts in prison.2 

At Yale College he spoke at schools, visited poor families, and preached 

in prisons. 3 A great revival broke out on the Yale campus during his 

senior year. Humanly speaking, Parker, the prospective missionary, was 

responsible for the revival. His prayers and counsel were much in demand 

by his fellow students. 

. . . . . . 
1. Ibid., PP• 80,81. 
2. 'Jariies H. Franklin, Minis·bers of Mercy, PP• 148-152. 
3. Stevens~ ~· ~·~ Chapter 3. 
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His trip to China was not a vacation which he was to enjoy 

prior to entering his missionary work., but was an opportunity to serve. 

On board ship he organized Bible classes and conducted worship services.1 

Parker's passion to serve his God is seen not only inthe 

work that he accomplished, but also in the spirit in which he did it. 

His consuming interest in his work is seen in such sta·cements as: "If 

I am not deceived., there is no subject which so much interests my whole 

soul as the condition of the heathen. 112 All of his talents and energy 

were concentrated in serving God. Parker's service took the form of 

winning the lost for Christ., and leading Christians into a deeper walk 

5. The Place He Gave to Personal Fellowship with God--His Dynamic 
Relation to God 

After Parker's conversion in his teens, God was no longer 

an intellectual conoep·t; to him, but a real Father. Each day he sought 

to live in communion with his Father. Prayer and the study of the 

Bible were important features of his life. He sought to meet every situ-

ation in life in the strength and wisdom of God. 

We have already noted that it was through prayer and meditation 

that he determined upon his work as a missionary. This spirit of prayer 

and dependence upon God is seen throughout his life. Vfuen beginning his 

work as a medical missionary., he dete.rmined to learn the native language 

in order to be able to present Christ at the same time that he was 

• • • • • • 

1. Franklin1 ~· cit. 1 P• 162. 
2. Stevens, .£12.• cit., P• 3'7. 



administering medical assistance. His very medical skill presented 

a problem in this matter. So great were the demands being made on his 

time in the practice of medicine that he had little time to devote to 

his study of the native language. At the time when he was considering 

this problem, he wrote: lfin prayer this morning the same subject rested 

like a mountain upon me, and my cry was fervent to rrr:y strong Deliverer 

that I might find a relief. ul His request was granted. He was moved 

to a different mission station where he was able to devote all his time 

to -Ghe study of the foreign language. 

An incident when sailing on the China seas illustrates the 

closeness of his fellowship with God. The report of pirates on some 

parts of the China seas was being circulated. However, there was no 

fear that pirates would be encotU1tered on the passage from Singapore 

to Ivfa.lacca. The crew, as well as the passengers, was confident as the 

ship set sail. When out of sight of land and any available help, a 

pirate ship was ,sighted and panic seized all on board except Parker. 

He was more taken up with prayer to God than in fear of pirates. He 

did his best to alleviate the apprehensions of his fellow passengers. 

Soon after, as if in ans·wer to his prayer, a wind began to blo1v that 

enabled the large-sailed passenger ship to escape the smaller pirate 

vessel. At eight o'clock that evening he recorded: 

All was still, and my heart overflowed with devout gratitude 
to God as I read from the one hundred and twentieth to the one 
hundred and twenty-fourth ~salm, and led my fellow passengers 
in prayer and praise to our high Deliverer.2 

1. Ibid., P• 112. 
2. Ibid., P• 113. 
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In his surgical work he constantly called upon God for divine 

guidance and assistance. On one occasion a young girl was brought to 

him who had a sarcomatous tumor projecting from her right temple and 

extending down to the cheek as low as her mouth, sadly disfiguring her 

face. Diagnosis revealed that an operation was imperative. Though he 

felt he must operate, the reputation of the hospital was not yet 

established, and the death of the child might prove disastrous. other 

surgeons who viewed the case felt i·t; to be very seri:ous, but Parker 

connnit-t;ed the girl to the great Physician and successfully removed the 

tumor. Words that he spoke on another occasion are appropriate to this 

one: "The Lord has been pleased to bless another case of surgery, and 

add another testimony of his mercy to the labors of the hospital.n1 

The life of Peter Parker is a lucid picture of one who was 

motivated by his desire to serve the living God with whom he had con-

stant fellowship. His desire found expression in presenting the gospel 

to those in China who had never heard it. 

c. Contributing Factors to Peter Parker's Missionary 
AccomplisJ:unents 

1. Introduction. 

We live in a ncause and effect11 conscious age. The scientific 

attitude has been partially ingrained into our society. When we see 

an effect of any significance our minds naturally seek the cause. This 

search for causes reaches beyond the world of atoms and molecules to 

• • • • • • 

1. ~., P• 246. 
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the lives and accomplishments of those about us and to those who lived 

in the past. To what cause can one attribute their accomplishments? 

It is not the purpose of the writer to place Peter Parker 

in a test tube to discover exactly what led to his missionary ac­

complishments. This study will very likely leave unmentioned many 

factors that exerted some influence on his accomplisl1ments (and thus 

would have to be considered in a purely scientific approach); it is 

the great~ influential factors in Parker 1 s life and accomplishments 

that will be considered. By considering these~ the essentials will not 

be hidden by the non-essentials. 

2. His Sacrificial and Courageous Spirit. 

Sacrifice and courage go hand in hand. To sacrifice demands 

courage and to be courageous is to sacrifice. By sacrifice is meant 

the renunciation.and self-denial of personal desires that one may attain 

a greater goal. It is the subordination of self to a higher ideal. This 

willingness to sacrifice accmmts for much that Parker was and did. 

His 1villingness to sacrifice was seen in his youth. As a boy 

Parker had much ambition. He wanted to get an education and train his 

faculties to the full. In the way of his education stood his responsi­

bility to support his parents. It was a trial for him to give up the 

idea of college and stay at home. But he did ·t:;hat which he felt to 

be right. Later he was enabled to gain the best education possible in 

his time. 

His period of educational training entaile.d many further 

sacrifices. Having little money~ many physical and material wants went 
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unsatisfied. He lived a simple life to gain his coveted training. 

Many personal1 intellectual and social interests were given up that 

he might concentrate on those educational pursuits which would con-

tribute to his missionary work. 

Words which Parker wrote during the time of his theological 

and medical studies give insight into the completeness of' his willing-

ness to sacrifice for his great goal. The words reveal that his sacri-

f'icial spirit was not one of an ascetic who would sacrifice for the 

sake of sacrifice; rather in his sacrifice there was meaning and purpose: 

I l~ve been very happy today in the humble consciousness that if 
personal enjoyments., ho~vever innocent in others1 should come in 
competition wi·bh. the greater glory of' God1 I would in a moment 
sacrifice the former instead of' the latter; that is 1 if I can be 
more useful in the cause of Christ in heathen lands, by foregoing 
the enjoyments of the conjugal relation1 I am even ready to 
sacrifice these. Having taken it for granted that this would be 
the case., I have even hitherto turned away my mind from that 
subject as noJc concerning me. The views of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions being different upon this sub­
ject, it has become a matter of deep solicitude and prayer to 
(}od that I, on the one hand., may not take any step that will 
diminish my usefulness as a missionary of the Cross; and on the 
other 1 that I may not refuse to take any measure which., while it 
increases my happiness

1 
shall greatly augment my influence upon 

a dying heathen world. 

His greatest sacrifices were made in his mission work. The 

practice of medicine in China was far different from that in the United 

States where existed an abundance of surgical instruments1 drugs, help 

and sanitary conditions. Few react to an unsanitary environment as 

does a doctor. Few sympathize with the physical ailments of others as 

does the Christian doctor, or realize what certain unobtainable instru-

ments or drugs could do to bring healing and comfort. Parker suffered 

• • • • • • 
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from the very nature of his skill and the environment in which he had 

to work. 

He worked far beyond his physical endurance. On s ome days 

he performed as many as eight major surgical operations in addition 

to prescribing for a hundred or more clinical patients. He exerted 

himself even ~en in a weakened condition. On one occasion~ when re-

covering from a physical ailment, he said~ 11 I am still so weak that I 

have repeatedly been in fear of fainting or falling exhausted before 

leaving the hospital at night.n1 

.The sacrifices which are so often known to missionaries in 

their family life were experienced by Parker. Soon after his marriage 

to Miss Harriet Webster, the demands of his work called him away from 

her for a period of time. After ~~e birth of his son, further hardships 

were encountered in forced separations from his family. 

Parker made all these many sacrifices vr.ith a courageous and 

triumphant spirit, grateful for the mercies of God. He never regretted 

the pains which he had endtrred for the sake of the gospel~ This spirit 

of sacrifice and courage made possible the completion of his many en-

dee.vors. 

3. His Adjustment to the Customs and Ne.eds of the People. 

Those who have had experience in working with people recognize 

that human relations present most interesting but also difficult problems 

and experiences. All·races are different. Yet they are composed of 

• • • • • • 

i. ~·~ P• 129. 
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individuals. The work of the missionary cannot be faced as that of 

a machinist replacing a worn piece on a machine. Human beings are not 

turned out on an assembly line. The work of the raissionary is to pre-

sent a vital message and a living Person to human personalities, It is 

the task of the missionary to meet people where they are and there make 

known to them the living Christ. Parker made a conscious effort to 

understand the needs and customs of the Chinese people that he might 
] 

more effectively presen·c the gospel to individual personalities. 

The type of hospital that Parker set up in Can·con1 China1 

illustrates his awareness of the needs of the people among whom he was 

ministering. As any doctor. Parker had particular medical interests. 

It1 however1 was not on the basis of his interests tl~t the hospital 

was set up, but rather to meet the needs of the people. A survey of 

the p~~ical condition of the people in Canton revealed a large number 

of eye diseases. To meet this need of the people 1 he established his 

Ophthalmic Hospital in Canton. 

One of the more spectacular of Parker's undertakings was 

that of being a full Ambassador of the United States to China.1 In 

light of his religious experience and his passion for the spiritual 

welfare of the heathen, one might wonder why he entered the diplomatic 

service of the United States. The explanation is found in his awareness 

of the fundamental needs of the Chinese people. It was difficult for 

Parker to give up his active medical missionary endeavors. China at 

this time faced a crucial point in her history. Large elements within 

• • • • • • 

1. Franklin, ~· ~·~ PP• 163,165. 
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China were opposed to all relationships with foreigners. Struggles 

and open conflict made China a diplomatic powder keg. Not onlywere 

the foreign trading interests in danger of being expelled from China1 

but white missionaries, looked upon as any other foreigners 1 were faced 

with having to give up their spiritual ministry. In the light of this 

situation and because he desired the greater good of the Chinese people1 

Peter Parker entered the diplomatic service at the special request of 

the President and the Secretary of State of the United States. Parker's 

efforts contributed much in establishing free intercourse between China 

and the outside world. 

Parker not only had his finger on the pulse of the needs of 

the people of China, but he VIas also aware of their customs and culture. 

He recognized and respected the uniqueness of their culture. 1Vhen Mrs. 

Parker went to China with her husband, she was one of the first white 

women to enter Canton. At the time of her arrival there were strained 

relations between the Chinese and the foreigners. Chinese officials 

who desired peace with the foreigners were afraid that if Mrs. Parker 

walked abroad she might be insulted by some of the common people leading 

to friction between the Chinese and the foreigners. Therefore, they re~ 

quested Mrs. Parker to stay at home. This desire was respected by lib:'. 

and Mrs. Parker. 1 They sought to please the native people in every way 

possible that did not involve a moral compromise. 

The religious and social customs of the people were particularly 

studied by Parker. This information enabled him to avoid offending 

• • • • • • 

l. Stevens, ~· ~., PP• 231-233. 
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the people. It also enabled him to present the gospel in a way they 

could understand. 

4. His Growth in His Work. 

An obvious characteristic of children is grmvth. If the child 

does not grow, he is considered abnorrnal. Not as obvious but none the 

less real is the need for growth in the lives of men who have accomplished 

anything worthwhile. Problems in life call forth skills and abilities 

which maybe latent or undeveloped. If there is no grcwJth in the necessary 

areas, the problem will remain unsolved and nothing will be accomplished. 

Grovnh is clearly revealed in the life of Peter Parker. 

Spiritually, he was continually stt:"iving toward a mark that was set be-

fore him. As a student at Amherst College he began his lifelong habit 

of self-examination. This examination took the form of conversations 

vnth himself. He would write down questions directed to himself and 

then vn-ite out the e.nswer. By so doing he was enabled to see himself 

objectively and make concrete steps forward in his spiritual life.
1 

Parker was continually aware of his own limitations and sought 

to grow unto spiritual maturity. This was particularly true in his 

second term of missionary service in China. In spite of many years of 

service to the spiritual welfare of others, he writes on New Year's Eve 

of 1841: 

Prostrate in the dark I have commenced this new year in con­
fession of sins for the past and fervent pra}~r for the future. 
God helping me, I resolve upon more spiritual-mindedness and 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., P• 24. 
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deadness to the world.1 

On this same period of service, but at a later time, he records: 

Vf.bilst nothing but complacency and delight ar~ experienyed 
in retracing all that God has done, mortification and penitence 
fill my mind as it is directed inward upon itself. ~J callous 
feelings, my formal devotions, my icy heart, and worldly-minded­
ness fill me with pain and chagrin before my Maker, and I now 
most solemnly record my conviction, that all the ills I ex­
perience flow from one source--the neglect of fasting and prayer. 2 

Grov~h implies progress; and progress implies improvement. Parker 

discerned where improvement was needed, and consciously sought to make 

it. 

Earlier mention was made of how Parker sought to learn the 

language of the people among whom he worked. This effort to grow 

mentally characterized his life from his school days until the end of 

his life. He took lecture classes at the University of Pennsylvania 

to keep abreast of medical science while in the United States on furlough. 

In the spiritual, mental, and social realms of life, Parker was con-

stantly growing. 

5. The Contribution of His Medical Skill to His Missionary Work in China. 

The well-known China Wall was a symbol in Parker's day of the . 
attitude of the Chinese to foreigners. A great barrier was raised be­

tween China and the outside world.3 A medical missionary played an 

important part in breaking down this wall and his medical skill was re-

sponsible for this achievement. Through his medical work he won the 

• • • • • • 
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2. Tbid., P• 239. 
3. ~lin,~·~., PP• 145,146. 
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confidence and respect of the Chinese. This paved the way :for his 

successful diplomatic endeavors. 

His medical work was much more closely related to his mission-

ary accomplishments than to his diplomatic achievements. Parker went 

out equipped to carry out Christ's commission to teach~ preach and heal. 

Peter Parker's great li:fe work began with the opening o:f the 

l 
Ophthalmic Hospital in Canton~ on November 4~ 1835. The work was :first 

looked upon with suspicion by the local authorities. But when thousands 

o:f the Chinese citizens were helped at the hospital~ these suspicions 

soon vanished. This work proved to be a vi tal asse·c. 

In the :first three months o:f the hospital's existence it had 
accomplished more toward breaking d~n the wall of prejudice 
and that long cherished desire :for isolation for which China 
has ever b~en noted than had been brought about by years o:f 
ordinary missionary toil., and how much this meant can only be 
realized ~y a careful study of the conditior:s which then 
obtained. · 

The medical work carried on by Parker was extensive. Patients 
I 

came :from every one o:f the eighteen provinces of China. Persons treated 

ranged :from beggars to the highest o:fficials of the Imperial government. 

In one year over three thousand patients were treated.3 

For Peter Parker medical work was not an end in itself; it 

was rather a means for gaining the greater glory o:f God and the evange­

lization of the heathen.4 He always kept his medical practice in its 

rig~li relation to his mission work. 

A :few o:f the contributions of his medical work and religious 

• • • • • • 

1. Stevens, 5!£.• ~ ... P• 118. 
2• Ibid., P• 132. 
3. Franklin, op. cit., pp. 146,162. 
4. Stevens, ,££• cit., p. 263. 



-19-

endeavors can be mentioned here. The medical work provided many 

opportunities for the preaching of the gospel. Parker's work was done 

in a place that was not only antagonistic to the gospel~ but hostile 

to the presence of foreigners as well. In this trying situation he won 

the confidence of the people and turned hundreds to a new Lord--Jesus 

Christ. Parker was a voice for God and a life for God. The people of 

China had an opportunity to see the great love of God in a human form. 

Parker 1 s life and works presented this opportunity. 

The physical benefits of the medical missionary's ministry 

were obvious. Thousands of disease-racked bodies found new life. 

Epidemics were stayed. Hideous and life-sapping tumors were removed. 

Sight was given to the blind. All of this was done in the n~e of Jesus 

Christ and for the purpose of giving glory to Him. 

There· are by-products of such a ministry which become of 

major importance for some of the people helped. One of the chains of 

many ancient civilizations is superstition. A charm may be looked upon 

as having supernatural significance. There is no intelligent concept 

of cause and effect relations. Parker helped the people to gain an in­

telligent view of life and released them from the shackles of super­

stition by revealing the error of their concepts through the light of 

proper medical techniques. Social and economic values also accrued from 

his ministry. A solidarity was given to many families under the head­

ship of Jesus Christ. The healing of one who supported a family meant 

economic security for that group. The individual personality became a 

matter of worth. And finally • Parker 1 s influence counted much toward 

the opening of China to intercourse with the rest of the world and the 
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resulting unhindered opportunity for evangelistic work by foreign 

missionaries. 

D. Summary 

The life of Peter Parker presents a perplexing problem that 

demands solution. 'Why should a man 1tvi th his ability and skill sacrifice 

the comforts and pleasures of a profi~able medical practice in the 

United States to work among the heathen in a foreign country? The 

answer to this question is found in an analysis of his religious ex­

perience. A manifest antagonism to religion was apparent in Parker's 

early life. In his middle teens he had a life-changing conversion. 

From that time his passion in life became to serve God. His college 

education was received at Amherst and Yale. It was at Yale College that 

he gained the conviction that he could best serve God on the mission 

field. Medical training vras then taken to better equip him for his work. 

His missionary work in China was according to Christ's command to teach, 

to preach and to heal. Throughout his ministry can be seen his intense 

passion to serve his God sustained by his personal fellowship with the 

Source of his strength and life. 

Parker's service for God resulted in many accomplishments for 

the Kingdom of God. The explanation of these accomplishments is se.en in 

several basic factors in his character and activities. The first con­

tributing factor was his dynamic relation to God. In addition was a 

sacrificial and courageous spirit that enabled him to triumph under 

difficult circumstances. He counted not his life as his own, but was 

completely dedicated to his mission. In his actual >'{ark he adjusted to 
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the customs and needs of the people. He started from where they were 

and led them to the Saviour. Charac·t;eristic of his life 1.vas a constant 

growth. He was never satisfied vdth his attainments, but was striving 

for improvement. His medical skill, too, was a major factor in his 

accomplishments in the service of God. Peter Parker vms a man motivated 

by a great desire to serve his God and was able to give successful ex­

pression to this desire because of skills and a character which were in 

harmony 'With his purpose. 
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CBAPTER II 

THE MOTIVATION AND .COl'f.l.'RIBUTHTG FACTORS TO Tim MISSIONARY 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF ALBERT SCJ:Ilii'EITZER 

A. Introduction 

Albert Scm~itzer is the best known medical missionary in 

modern times. His concept of the purpose of medical missions differs 

markedly from most of those who have been in this work. Since Schweitzer 

is so distinctly an individual in his approach to the work of medical 

missions» it is of peculiar interest to gain an understanding of what 

motivated him in his work, and what 1ilere the significant factors in 

his missionary accomplishments. 

B. The Primary Motivation in the Life of Albert Schweitzer 

1. Reverence for Life as a Factor in His MOtivation 

a. Schweitzer's Sympathetic Disposition 

It has been said of St. Francis of Assisi that the birds 

and animals looked upon him 1vi:th love and the.nksgi ving. 
1 

If this were 

true of any man today» it vvould be true of Albert Schweitzer. 

Schweitzer's earliest recollections are of deep feeling for 

the suffering of the creatures about him. He was saddened by the 

great; misery he saw in the world. Recalling a limping horse tugged 

and beaten by two men who were taking it to the knacker 1 s yard1 he 

• • • • • • 

1. Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, Vol. V, p. 402. 
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says~ "It haunted me for 1weks. 11 

-24-

When Schweitzer was seven or eight years old_, he and Henry 

Brasch_, a young companion_, made slingshots with strips of india rubber. 

With these they planned an adventurous day of shooting young birds. 

The idea of shooting the birds originated· with Henry Brasch. The 

thought was repulsive to Schweitzer_, but for fear of being laughed at 

he said nothing. The birds were singing beautifully ·t:;he.t morning and 

expressed no fear of the boys. Stooping like a Red Indian hunter_, his 

companion took aim. At that moment the church bells began to ring# 

blending their music with the voices of the birds. Sch\~itzer looked 

upon the church bells as e. voice from heaven. He immediately shooed 

the birds e.we.y from their impending danger_, and then fled home. His 

flight was e. combination of conviction and fear. From that time he 

sought to free himself from fear of the disapproval of others that he 

might not be hindered in doing wha.t he felt to be right. 2 

Schweitzer 1 s great sympathy for suffering creatures prevented 

him from participating in certain activities which his companions en-

joyed. Only twice was he influenced by his friends to go fishing. Of 

fishing he said, "• ••• this sport was soon made impossible for me by 

the treatment of worms that vtere put on the hook for bait_, and the 

wrenching of the mouths of the fishes that were caught. 113 Zoos were not 

a source of pleasure for Schweitzer. He could not tolerate public 

runusements which depended upon the ill-treatment of animals.4 

. . . . . . 
1. Albert Schweitzer_, lvlemoirs of Childhood and Youth_, P• 40. 
2. Ibid., P• 40,41. 
3. ]])id., p. 43,44. 
4. Albert Schweitzer, Out of My Life and Thought, p. 234. 
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Schweitzer enjoyed the pleamtre of sitting behind a trotting 

horse and exerting his authority over a pet dog. Many of these activities 

he had to give up v,;hen he considered i:G.'"l.e question, l?fuat was the end 

of the pleasure? On one occasion he experienced the thrill of ·whipping 

an old horse into a trot. Remorse followed the thrill. Meditating 

on his treatment of the horse, he thought, nvTh.at good vre.s it to :me to 

look into his tired eyes and silently ask him to forgive me? 111 

The deep concern which Schweitzer had for the well-being of 

all living creatures found expression in his religious life. P£ter 

his mother had prayed vn:ch him and ldssed him. good-night, he used to 

add silently_, no, heavenly Father_, protect and bless all things that 

have breath; guard ·Gb.em from all evil, and let them sleep in peace. 112 

It should be noted that the great sympathy which characterized 

Schweitzer ·when a boy \Vas not indicative of a weak personality. Many 

times he stood alone among his companions for what he felt vras morally 

right. Though he was sensitive to the opinions of others, he defied 

social pressure wb.en it involved the infliction- of suffering on a 

living creature. 

Schweitzer's concern about the pain and welfare of all living 

creatures continues as a fundamental note throughout his life. When 

a doc·t;or in Arri ca., he prevented an aide from inflicting harm on a 

stream of ants that were found on one of the hospital streets. Insects 

found in. post holes \'lere removed before the pos·l:; was put in place. Re 

took the responsibility of caring for stray monkeys which i'Tere found 

• • • • • • 

l. Schweitzer_, Memoirs_, p. 43. 
2. ~., P• 40. 
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near the hospital. If t..l'l.e mother of an infant monkey had been killed, 

he gave out the infant to another monkey for adoption. He never per-

mitted an adoption unless he was convinced of the adequacy of the pro• 

1 
spective parent monkey. In these acts Schweitzer's sympathetic 

disposition found its expression. 

As would be expected, this great s;y:mpathy was intensified 

when directed toward human beings. A Jew called 1~usche on occasion 

traveled with his donkey-cart through Schweitzer's boyhood village. 

Bausche was held in contempt by all the village 'boys. They would :mimic 

and ridicule him. The lad, Albert, wanted to announce ·t;o the world 

tha·t; he was beginning to grow up; so he went with the boys after the 

Jew shouting, "Ma.usche, Mausche1 11 Schweitzer later repented of this 

act and went out of his way to· shake hands and walk along beside him. 

He desired thrills and excitement as other boys; however, when he 

per:mi tted himself to inflict suffering on another creatu.re for a 

personal thrill, repentance soon followed. 

It is in the Jungle Doctor that one sees most clearly his 

deep concern for the pain and suffering of his fellow men. Of a 

native afflicted with strangulated hernia he 1vri tes, nThat I can save 

him from days of torture, that is what I feel as my great and ever new 

privilege. Pain is a more terrible lord of mankind than even death 

himself ."
2 

• • • • • • 

1. Lester Seymour Furr, The ~1ilosophy of Dr. Albert Schweitzer and its 
Exemplification in His Life, p. 131. (Quoted from: Albert Schweitzer, 
"The Ethics of Reverence for Life", Christendom, Vol. I, No. 2, Winter, 
1936, P• 234.) 

2. Albert Scmveitzer, On the Edge of the Primeval Forest, P• 92. 
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Scmveitzer is usually pictured as a man of great strength 

and energy. This is true~ yet it almost appears to be contradicted 

in his work as a doctor. Much of his strength and nervous energy was 

wasted by his uncontrollably sympathetic disposition. He classifies 

himself as one of those doctors who is 

• • • consumed with unceasing anxiety about ·l:;he condition of 
their severe cases and of those on whom th~J have operated. 
In vain have I tried to train myself to that equanimity which 
makes it possible for a doctor, in spite of all his sympathy 
with the sufferings of his patienrs~ to husband, as is desirable~ 
his spiritual and nervous energy. 

As would be expected, his s~m1pathetic disposition had a profound in-

fluence on his thoughts about life. Thinking back over his life~ 

Schweitzer speaks of the first great experience of his life. This, 

he says, followed him from childhood on. Defining this experience 

he said~ ni mean my deep sympathy with the pain which prev-ails in the 

world around us. 112 Four and one-half years in the African jungle only 

caused Schweitzer to thin..'lc more sympathetically of pain in the world. 

In s~uing up some of his thoughts after his first term in Africa, he 

wrote of 

The Fellowship of those who bear the Mark of Pain. Vvho are 
the members of this Fellrnvship? Those who have learnt by ex­
perience 1what physical pain and· bodily anguish mean, belong 
together all the world over; they are uni"l:;ed by a secret bond. 
One anc,I. all they know the horrors of suffering to v.hich man 
can be exposed, and one and all they knmv the longing to be 
free from pain.3 

In this same context~ he wrote of those two enemies--pain and anguish--

from which 1'/e must help to deliver others. 

• • • • • • 

1. Schweitzer, My Life and Thought, P• 141. 
2. Schweitzer~ Memoirs,Pp. 81,82. 
3. Schweitzer, Primeval Forest, P• 173. 
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In the epilogue to his autobiography is further evidence 

of the great effect vthich ·(;he existence of pain in the world made on 

his life: 

Only at quite rare moments have I felt really glad to be 
alive. I could not but feel with a sympathy full of regret 
all the pain that I saw around me, not only that of men but 
that of the whole creation. From this community of suffering 
I have never tried to vrithdraw WJSelf. It seemed to me a 
matter of course that we should all take £Ul' share of the 
bt~den of pain which lies upon the world. 

Thus in light of what Schweitzer did and said, one comes to 

the conclusion that the primary motivating factor in his life was his 

deep sympathy for the pain and anguish which he saw in the world aboo.t 

him. A search for the reason why he did what he did will most often 

be found in Schweitzer's desire to alleviate suffering. 

b. Schweitzer's Independent and Critical Thinking 

There are persons with sympathetic natures, but whose nature 

never finds expression for their SJ~pathy as did Scrw;eitzer's. In 

addition to feeling deeply, Schweitzer thought profoundly. His life 

and actions are better lind€n':.stood in the light of his great intellectual 

powers. 

He was a man vlith a great capacity and love of learning. 

He stands alone in the world as one who has attained a Doctor of 

Philosophy, a Doctor of Theolog'b a Doctor of 11-usic, and a Doctor of 

Medicine. His first doctorate was earned by his treatise on the re-

ligious philosophy of Kant which was published when Schweitzer was 

twenty-four years old. At the age of tvrenty-six, he received his second 

. . . . . . 
1. Schweitzer, liy Lire and Thought, p. 240. 
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doctorate with his treatises on the Synoptic Gospels. 1'fuen thirty he 

received his third doctorate earned by his monumental work on the 

music of Bach. 1 He has published books which indicate his understanding 

of the major religions and philosophies of the world. 

Of his love of reading Scmveitzer says: 

And this passion for reading was unlimited. I have it still, 
and once I have begun a book I can never put it dovrn; I would 
rather sit up all night over ~~. I must at least skim through 
it~ and~ if it pleases me~ I read it through two or three 
times on end.2 

Even under the trying situation of a French prison camp 

during the first World liar., his love for learning manifested itself'. 

Of' this experience he said: 

To improve one's education one needed no books in the camp. 
For everything he could want ·eo learn there were men with 
specialized knowledge at his disposal., and of' this unique 
opportunity for learning; I made liberal use. About banking., 
architecture., factory building and equipment., cereal growing, 
furnace building., and many other things I picked up informa­
tion which I should probably never have acquired elsev-n1ere.3 

Coupled with this extraordinary capacity and love of' learning 

was a philosophical turn of' mind. His interest in philosophy can be 

seen in his treatise for his first doctorate which dealt with the 

religious philosophy of I~t. Beyond this interest in philosophy as 

a body of' knowledge., his mind had the philosophical direction of ivanting 

.to see all of experience in a coherent relationship. He often spoke 

of elemental thinking-:--thinking which goes bade to essential and basic 

concepts. Also important in understanding Schweitzer 1 s mind is the 

• • • • • • 

1. George Seaver., Albert Schweitzer: Christian Revolutionary, P• 7. 
2. Schweitzer., Ii!remoirs~pp. 47.,48. 
3. Schweitzer, 1~ Life and Thought, P• 171. 
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realization of the confidence which he had in the logical processes 

of thought. He says, " ••• I ack-nowledge Irt.fself to be one who places 

all his confidence in rational thinking. 111 110ur generation must trust 

itself to a new rationalism~ deeper and mare efficient than the old~ 

e.nd in that seek its salvation. 112 

A fruitful and philosophical mind together with his sympa-

thetic disposition makes it natural that he should be preoccupied with 

what his biographer George Seaver calls the one question uppermost in 

his mind: 11Wherein consists the worthwhileness of life'?rr3 Schweitzer's 

quest in life was to discover the meaning~ worth# and purpose of life. 

Before considering ths results of his quest~ there are two 

other characteristics of his mind which must be understood if one is 

to understand why he thougp.t as he did and the influence of this thinking 

on the motivation of his life. Schweitzer's thought was both critical 

a.11d independent. When a 'boy of eight, he was granted a request for 

a :N'ew Testement by his father. This he read eagerly. iihen he read the 

story of the Three Wise Men from the East~ the eight year old boy asked 

himself these questions: 

"What did the parents of Jesus do with the gold and o·bher valuables 
which they got from these men? How could they have been poor 
after that? And that the Wise· Ivien should never have troubled 
themselves again about the Child Jesus was to me incomprehensible. 
The absence, too, of any record of the shepherds of Bethlehem 
becoming disciples~ gave me a severe shock.4 

Most children of his age would have been satisfied with the reading of 
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1. Ibid.# P• 222. 
2. !bid. 
3. Seaver, Christian Revolutionary~ P• 20. 
4. Schweitzer 1 IJemoirs~ PP• 23, 24. 
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the stories. Schweitzer's thinking went much deeper. He accepted no 

authority which could not be subst~biated at his bar of reasoning. 

This critical attitude is further seen in an incident which 

occurred in his firs·t year of school.. 'r1is father had told him the 

story of Noah and the Flood. It had been raining a great deal at that 

time. The boy surprised his father wi·bh the question of why they were 

not experiencing a flood, since it had been raining for about forty 

days and ·nights. The father answered by saying that in the time of 

the Flood the rain was like pouring vntter out of buckets of water. 

Schweitzer's first-year schoo 1 teacher gave the stor~r of the flood in 

class. 'In the midst of the story, he interrupted the teaching, saying 

that she was telling it wrong; since she did not make clear the difference 

1 
be~veen the rain at the time of the Flood and the rain in our age. 

His critical thought was extended to his scientific school 

.books. Of these he said, "For the scientific school-books I felt a 

positive hatred. Their coP~ident explanations--carefully shaped and 

trimmed vcith a view to being learnt by heart ••• satisfied me in no 

2 
respect." Schweitzer cannot be explained as merely a product of his 

environment, for in mru1y respects he reacted critically to the current 

opinion of his day. 

It is in his independent thinking that one more fUlly realizes 

that he was not chained to his environment. He lived in the time and 

in the country where higher criticism of the Bible was in vogue. Jesus' 

Messianic consciousness was being denied by men such as William Wrede. 

1. 
2. 

Ibid., p. 23. 
~ 

~., P• 71. 

• • • • • • 
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Most of the scholars in Germany were rejecting the Gospels of 1Iark 

and lJ.a.tthE:nv as non-historical presentations of the_ life of Jesus. 

In the midst of this Sch1veitzer wrote 11 The Quest of the Historical 

Jesus. 11 or the effect of his thesis on the prevailing thought he says: 

It puts an end to all ne.ed to doubt the credibility of the 
Gospels of Mark and Matthew. It shows that their reports 
of the public activity and the death of Jesus follow i 
faithful tradition which is reliable even in details. 

Sch1veitzer's thinking was independent of both liberal and 

orthodox religious thought. He tells of speaking often with Hermann 

Grimm who sought to change Schweitzer's view that the Fourth Gospel was 

irreconcilable with the first furee. 2 Just as his missionaTIJ activity 

was an independent enterprise, so his ·whole thrught life was independent 

of the authority of others; his own mind was the final judge of what he 

believed to be true. 

c. Schweitzer's Reverence for Life 

In this study, Schweitzer has been seen as a man of great 

sympathy with the pain and anguish of all living creatures; and also 

as one with a keen, philosophical and independent mind. One of his 

mind and high evaluation of truth would be motivated by principle. He 

would not be one to act on impulse, but rather on a well-thought-out 

concept of the right. This principle, on the other hand, would have to 

be in harmony with his sympathetic disposition. The combination of 

Schweitzer 1 s deep sympathy and fruitful mind resulted in his philosophy 

called 11Reverence for Lifeon 

. . . . . . 
1. Seaver, The Man and His ML~d, p. 169. (Quoted from Schweitzer, 

My Life and Thoug..'l-lt ) • 
2. Schweitzer, My Lire and Though·!:;, p. 22. 
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At the end of the last century man,. making a retrospective 

view of his progress in every area of life,. was very optimistic. One 

of the few ·who looked skeptically at this opJGim:i.sm. was Sch"'vei tzer. He 

said that there was 

• • .an optirllism which to me was incomprehensible. • .• l>J.W own 
impression was that in our mental and spiritual life we were 
no·b only below the level of' the past generations, but were in 
many respects only living on their achievements ••• and that 
not a little of this heritage was beginning to melt away in 
our hands. · 

He intended to write a book to present his ideas of the decay of 

civilization which his friends called pessimistic. Before the book 

could be written, the world was plunged into the first Tiorld VIar. The 

book was not written because the War made more graphic the condition 

of the world than a book of his could have done. uut of his insight 

into the decay of' civilization came a desire to develop something 

constructive which vJOuld enable civilization to right itself. The 

problem that confronted him was to find "the attitude toward life in 

which the will to general progress and to ethical progress are alike 

found and in which they m·e bound together. 112 Though there had been 

progress in a general and material sphere, there had been a decline in 

the ethical which resulted in the decay of civilization. Howhere in 

his study of the philosophies and ethics of the world could he discover 

the principle which should govern civilizations in their attitude toward 

life. 

In September, 1915, he made the discove~J• He was sunnnoned 

. . . . . . 
1. Ibid., P• 147. 
2. Ibid.,pp. 149,150. 
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to an African village about one hundred and sixty miles upstream to 

treat the ailing wife of a missionary. The only means of conveya~ce 

was a small steamer. On the deck of the slovr steamer he filled page 

after page with thoughts seeking to find 11 the elementary and universal 

conception of the ethical which I had not discovered in any philosophy. 111 

He records the discovery thus: 

Late on the third day, at the very moment when, ai; sunset, we 
were making our way through a herd of hippopotamuses, there 
flashed upon ~J mind, unforeseen and unsought, the phrase, 
'Reverence for Life.' The iron door had yielded; ·the path in 
the thicket had become visible. 2 

Schweitzer's reverence for life has its basis in the will-to-

live. This vnll-to-live is the most immediate fact of man's ·conscious-

ness. Tl~ essential nature of the will-to-live is its determination 

to live to the full, to realize itself in its highest perfection. In 

the tree, the flower, ·bhe crystal, as well as in animals and man there 

is the striving to reach the perfection with which each is endowed. 

The striving for perfection involves both spiritual and material aspects 

of life, thus providing a basis for an universal etbic.3 

Before noting the relation of the will-to-live and reverence 

for life, it would be well to undersctand why Schweitzer started itdth 

the i'nll-to-live as the basis of his ethical thought. lie examined the 

e·thical systems of the world and feH; that they were all .inadequate in 

their presentation of the basis of tbe ethical. Tl1.is was true because 

the ethical systems s·barted outside of man. Since the vlill-to-live is 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., p. 156. 
2. Ibid. 
3. seaver, Christian Revolutionary, P• 77. 
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the thing which man in his consciousness is most certain of, and since 

it is consistent ;::rith his very nature, SchvTeitzer felt that it 1vas 

the place to start. Further of the will-to-live, he says: 

The lmowledge which I derive from my will-to-live is' rich 
and more nutritive than that which I gain by consideration 
of the objective vvorld. • • Wha.t is clear and certain is that 
we ought to let the ideas Y:Thich lie before us in the will­
to-live, rank and take effect as the

1
higher lmowledge from 

which alone produc·tive action flows. 

He says, too, that we do not lmow how we gained this will-·co-live, 

but we know that its presence is a fact. Since it is an intrinsic 

part of man's being_, he is under obligation to live in harmony vn:ch it. 

From the fac·c of the will-to-live_, Sch;veitzer develops his 

ethics which in essence is: 

It is good to maintain life and further life; it is bad to 
damage and destroy life, howevermuch it struggles against it, 
ethics arrives at the religion of Jesus. It must recognize 
that it can find no other relationship to other beinzs as full 
of sense as the relationship of love. Ethics is maintaining of 
life at the highest point of deyelopment--my mm life and other 
life--by devoting myself to it in help and love, and both these 
things are connected. Ani this ethic_, profound_, universal, has 
the significance of religion--it is religion.2 

T~~t, in essence, is reverence for life. One desires for all life 

what is implicit in his ovm will-to-live. One desires for all life the 

perfection 1.vith which it is endowed, whether this life be that of an 

insect in a pool or of a man, for all life is one. 3 

That day on the small steamer when Schweitzer made his 

discovery of reverence for life vms not a conversion experience in the 

1. 

3. 

• • • • • • 

Furr, ~· ~·~ P• 125. (from Schwei·t;zer, Civiliza·t.ion and Ethics, 
P• 221.) 
Furr, .2:£• _ill._, P• 127. (from Albert Schweitzer, nReligion in Modern 
Civilization", The Christian Century, Vol. 51, Uo. 48_, Nov. 28, 1934, 
P• 1483.) 
Ibid., p. 129. (from Schweitzer, Civilization and Ethics, p. 257). 
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life of Schweitzer. His life and actions after that time were of the 

same nature as before. Reverence for life merely made explicit what 

was controlling his life before. Hhen he was saddened at the sight 

of two men tugging a limping horse to the knacker 1 s yard., when he 

shooed the birds beyond the range of Henry Brasch's slingshot., when he 

forbade a hospital attendant to harm ants on one of the hospital 

streets., when he went to Ai'rica to relieve the pain and anguish of ·t;he 

natives, these were but illustrations of Schweitzer's own reverence 

for life. It was the primary mot·ivating force throughout his life. 

His "discovery" of reverence for life ·w-as the finding of the philo­

sophical explanation and justifica;t; ion of what was implicit in his 

actions before. 

Schweitzer had a sympathetic disposition and a mind that 

enabled him to live in harmony 1v.ith that disposition. His sympathy 

was the basic moving factor in his life, but his mind gave direction 

to that sympathy; the combination being reverence for life. His aim 

in life was to relieve the pain and anguish about him, and, further., 

to assist all life in its goal of perfection. 

One difficulty in the philosophy of reverence fm· life lies 

in the necessity of one life to slay another life in order for the 

former to live. :Man mus·t take the life of vegetation and animals in 

order to live. This obvious fact is recognized by Schweitzer. Rather 

than arguing against reverence for life, the necessity laid upon man 

to take other life, says Schweitzer, should only serve to put man under 

a greater obligation for reverence of that life which is not neces~ary 

to be taken. Man is indebted to reverence life because he finds it 
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necessary to take life. Thus, to the factor of man's vvill-to-live 

finding full expression in reverence for life 1 must be added man's 

debt to reverence life because of other life which he must take of 

necessity. 

A third factor which Schweitzer feels should cause man to 

reverence life is the debt of mankind to pay for the evil done by some 

men. In Mrica he saw nn.tch pain and anguish among ~Gh.e natives which 

resulted from. their exploitation by the white men. Because some men 

caused pain, he felt that as a man he was under obligation to atone 

for the evil of' these men by his re~erence for life.
1 

Schweitzer, then, justified his reverence for life ;vi th 

three primary reasons: l!,ir s·b, and mos·b important, was the ex~stence 

of the will-·bo-live and the striving for parfection which that implied; 

second was the debt laid upon man for taking other life of necessi·ty; 

third was the debt laid on ~ociety to atone for the evil done by 

individual men. He applied reverence for life to all life situations, 

and was directed byvd1at reverence for life dictated. His ultimate 

motivation was reverence for life which grew out of his basic Sj@pathy 

and understanding. 

2. Gra·ti tude as a Factor in His IJoti va tion 

Earlier in this study was mentioned what Schweitzer called 

his first great experience in life, namely, his deep symp;~.thy with the 

pain v~ich is prevalent in the world. In the same context he mentions 

. . . . . . 
1. Schweitzer, Primeval Forest,pp. 171,172. 
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his second great experience o~ li~e which was the question about the 

right to happiness.
1 He recognized his advantages o~ good health# 

good ~riends, congenial v~rk# the background of a happy home, freedom 

to express his thoughts and feelings. 1)'ith this realization came the 

questions# "What have I done to deserve this'? 11 --and the answer to his 

question, "To whom much is given of him shall much be required. 112 

Gratitude became the second motivating force in the life of Albert 

Schweitzer. He writes of man's obligation to respond to blessings in 

life: 

You are happy; therefore, you are called on to give up much. 
lJhatever you lave received more than others; in health, in 
ability, in success, in a pleasant chilcthood, in harmonious 
conditions of home life, all this you must not take to 
yourself as a matter of course. You must pay a price for it. 
You must render in return ari unusually great sacrifice of your 
life for the sake of other life. 3 

Gratitude for the blessings vtnich came to him is seen 

throughout his life. After he and his wife were released from a 

prisoner of war cai1lp# during the first World War, they were at a 

railway station with much baggage but were too weak to carry it. A 

poor cripple who had no baggage of his mv.n offered to help Sch\~itzer. 

In gratitude for this assistance in a time o~ need, he vowed that in 

memory of the poor cripple he would always in the future keep a look-

4 out at stations ~or heavily laden people, and help them. Even the 

extensive creative work v1hich he did was done out of a sense of gratitude 

for the goodness of destiny in permittin~ him to be a free personality, 

• • • • • • 

1. Schweitzer, Memoirs, p. Sj. 
2. Seaver, The Man and His Mind# P• 26. 
3. Furr, op. cit., p. 109. (from 11SChweitzer's Ethics 11 , 1'he Hibbert 

Journal;" Vol: 23, No. 4, July 1925, P• 701). 
4. Schweitzer, My Life and Thought, P• 176. 
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when so many others were enslaved to the circumstances of life. 

Schweitzer said, 111'very task or piece of creative work 1vhich I am allowed 

to do is to me only a return of gratitude to destiny for that act of 

1 
grace." 

Schweitzer's decision to give his life to the service of 

humanity grew out of gratitude for the blessing which he had received 

in life. It was in 1896 while in calm delibera·t:;ion over th!=J fact that 

he must not accept his happiness as a matter of course, but give some-

thing in return for it, that he decided 11 
••• that I would consider my-

self justified in living till I was thirty for science and art, in order 

to devote nr.rself from that time fonvard to the direct service of humani ty.n2 

The desire to express his sense of gratitude and his reverence for life 

thus united in direct service to humanity. Reverence for life and 

gratitude are the tv1o great motivating factors in the life of Albert 

Schweitzer. 

His decision to go to Africa as a doctor developed as a 

natural expression o.f these t\•to factors. He first learned of the need 

for :missionaries in Africa and then decided that he vrould be able to 

render the greatest service if he went as a doctor. As a doctor in 

Africa he would be able to give full expression to his reverence for 

life and repay his debt of gratitude. 

3. Religion in the Life of Albert Schweitzer 

It may appear peculiar that in the discussion of Scroveitzer's 

• • • • • • 

1. Furr, op. cit., p. 103. (from "Dr. Albert Schweitzer and Goethe 11
, 

The Hibbert Journal, Vol. 27, No. 4, July 1929, p. 689). 
2. Schweitzer, My Life and Thought, p. 85. 
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motivation for his work as a medical missionary in Africa little has 

been said about God and his religious beliefs. The general concept 

of a missionary is one who feels the call of God to convert unbelievers 

to the faith in God which he believes to be the true faith. Yfuen 

Schrreitzer first went to Africa~ he did not even want to preach his 

faith. Re said, ni Yv'!mted to be a doctor that I migh·t be able to 

work wi t..rwut having to talk."l He did not vn.mt to teach and secure 

acceptance of his faith; he iHanted only to be an example of his faith. 

In order to understand why his motivation was not related to 

the evangelization of the African natives, as might be expected of a 

missionary, some of his basic religious views >rill be presented. 

Significan·t; in the religious concepts of Schweitzer is his 

atti·tude toward. Christian doctrine and theology. His biographer, 

George Seaver, states that Christian doctrine was not necessary for 

Schweitzer's thinking, though the Christian ethic was necessary. 2 His 

missionary endeavor depended. neither on dogma nor doctrine~ but "on the 

simple Gospel that teaches the liberation of the 1.'torld through the 

Spirit of Jesus, as it went out to men in the Sermon on the ].fount. 113 

It mattered not to Schweitzer what the African natives believed about 

God, man, or immortality, as long as they exhibited the love about 

which Jesus spoke. 

Liberty of ·l:;hought was fundamental to Schweitzer 1 s relig;i on. 

He interprets Paul's 111"Jhere the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty11 , 

• • • • 

1. Schweitzer, My Life and thought~ P• 94. 
2. Seaver, The n.:a.n and his IU:ind, p. 43. 
3. Ibid.~ P• 49. 
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as meaning complete intellectual £reedom in matters of Christian 

doctrine. Christianity, to him, was devotion to Jesus' religion oi' 

1 
love, rather than acquiescence to certain articles oi' belief. 

In the relation of i'aith mLd reason~ he exalts reason above 

faith. He accepts no special revelation of God which canno·t; be justi-

fied at the bar of reason. 

His view· of the Bible vras in hannony vlith his view of the 

relation of faith and reason. The Bible was not authoritative for 

him, although he did believe certain portions,such as the Gospels of 

Matthew and Luke, to be historical. Schweitzer's thinking started 

from his consciousness of the will-to-live rather than £rom revealed 

truth found in the Bible. 

Immortality 8J:ld eternal life vrere not major considerations 

for him. In neither of his two autobiographical works is there any 

indication that a belief in eter11al life prompted him to action. He 

was interested in practicing "Jesus' religion of 16ve" with no apparent 

concern about a future life. F~ so~ght to relieve the pain and ang~ish 

m1ich the African natives experienced in the present life, but gave no 

consideration to the possibility of suffering in eternity. 

Since his religion did not involve a concern for the eternal 

vrelfare of the African na·tives, nor a belief' in the Bible as authorita-

tive, upon which ·t;his concern is based, it is understandable that his 

motivation was not related to the evangelization of' ·l:;he natives. 

Schweitzer would describe religion as being o£ the essence 

. . . . . . 
1. Schweitzer, My Life and Thought, P• 59. 
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of ethics. It is the ethics of the Sermon on the liiount that is the 

.t:> 1" . 1 essence o~ re ~g~on. Ethics, as Schweitzer defines it, is the main-

taining of life at its highest point of development, and the devotion 

of oneself in a spirit of love to that end. 2 

c. Contributing Factors to Albert Schweitzer's Missionary 
Accomplishments 

1. His Sacrificial and Courageous Spirit 

It res been said of Schweitzer that his deeds bore fruit 

because they were inspired by sacrifice.3 ~hen he first went to Africa 

he was prepared to make three major sacrifices: to abandon the organ, 

to renounce the academic teaching activities, and to lose fin~~cial 

independence, relying upon friends £'or economic support. He was de-

voted to the organ, to teaching, and loved being independent. To give 

these up was like cutting away a part of' himself. He said, 11 
••• Only 

my intimate friends knew what it cost me."4 He describes further the 

pain which these sacrii'ices caused him.: 

Not to preach any more, not to lecture any more, was for me a 
great sacrii'ice, and till I left for Africa I avoided, as i'ar 
as possible, going past ei-'cher St. Nicholas' or the university, 
because the very sighG of the places where I had c~rried on work 
which I could never res~une was too painful for me. 

iflhen he made these sacrifices, Schweitzer fully intended to forsake 

these activities for the remainder of his life. 

. . . . . . 
1. Schweitzer, I~J Life and Thought, p. 58. 
2. Furr, op. cit., p. 127 •. (from Albert Schweitzer, 11Religion in Modern 

Civilization If, The Ghri sti a.11 Century, Vol. 51, lifo. 48, November 28, 
1934. P• 1483). 

3. Seaver, The Ivlan and His 1E:i.nd, p. 49. 
4. Schweitzer, lJ,J Life and Thought, p. 196. 
5. ~., P• 111. 
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Years later he was again enabled to pl~ the organ and to lecture. 

His decision to return to Africa after the first r;·orld ::~ar 

was as difficult to make and involved as many sacrifices as his de­

cision to go there in the first place. The work of his first term in 

Africa had been interrupted and the medical work started there had 

collapsed through no fault of his ov;n. ilis books and thought were 

being well received in Europe, gaining him wide popularity. Professor­

ships in several universities were offered him. His wife's health 

me.de it impossible for her to return to the Tropics at that time. At 

first the French authorities would not permit his return to Lambarene, 

Wilere his vmrk in Africa had been done. Yet in spite of these diffi­

culties, he returned to Africa. 

The beginning of his work in Ji.frica presented difficult 

problems which demanded great courage. There was no hospital on his 

arrival in le.mbe.rene, although he had been promised a hospital building. 

The trade in okoume wood had lured the 11atives away to a more profitable 

business, resulting in the lack of workers for the building of a hospital. 

Schweitzer had to connn.ence his medical work in the open air, under the 

tropical sun. When the usual evening storm came, ,every-thing had to 

be carried to the little por?h of his bungalow. The first ho~pital was 

originally a chicken house. He fixed shelves on the walls and covered 

the worst of the dirt with white-wash. The roof was in such a bad state 

that he found it necessary to wear his sun helmet all day. In spite of 

these handicaps, he faithfully carried on the work. 

His courage was evident when he was himself a patient. Foot­

sores which he had contracted earlier broke out again and developed into 
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ulcers. Unable to walk, he insisted upon being carried to the 

hospital each day to carry on his medical work. Even though it meant 

pain for himself, he continued to serve the people. 1 

Some medical missionaries refuse hopeless cases, for if a 

patient dies the doctor's reputation is often jeopardized. To have 

refused to accept a patient would not have been a serious offense in 

the eyes of the natives. Schweitzer, however, courageously risked his 

reputation by treating all who were in need. It was a common practice 

for the natives to dump patients at night at the hospital and leave 

them there half dead. "The Jungle Doc·tor 11 v.relcomed even those to his 

hospital. His hospital was open to all sufferers. Even if he could 

not save one from death., he sought to alleviate the pain as much as 

possible. 

Orten Schweitzer 
1 
s convictions ran counter to the convictions 

of those about him. In such a situation he would courageously maintain his 

ideals in spite of pressure exerted upon him. hhen a be>y., he lived among 

children whose standard of living 1vas on a lower plain than that of his 

own family. One vdnter he was given an overcoat. The boys in his 

village could not afford such a garment., so he felt it unjust to 1~ar 

one himself. Thhen Sunday came., he refused to ·wear it. The boxing he 

received on his ears from his father availed nothing. Albert stood firm. 

1~ny a time after that he received the stick for his sense of justice 

with respect to the overcoat. 2 

His decision to go to .JU'rica as a medical missionary resulted 

• • • • • • 

1. Seaver., ~he Man and His Bind, P• 96. 
2. Schweitzer., 1Temoirs, pp. 1?., 18. 
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in many hard battles vdth his friends and relatives. 11-j_s friends 

were 'united in declaring the folly of the enterprise. He was accused 

of burying the talent entrusted to him, of trading in false currency, 

of being like a general who wanted to go into the firing line, of being 

conceited# of being disappointed at the growth of his reputation in 

Europe, of being disappointed in love. He was advised to let others 

work among the savages who would not be compelled to leave gifts and 

acquirements in science and art unused, and instead of going himself 

to lecture on behalf of medical help for the natives. Schl:veitzer says 

of these verbal duels, "In general, how much I suffered through so :m.a.11y 

people assuming a right to tear open all the doors and Shutters of my 

inner self!"
1 

But in spite of opposition from friends and rela·bive~, 

he stood firm in his decision to go as a medical missionary. He had 

determined on what he. thcught was right and. was willing to stand by 

his decision against any opposition. 

2. His ·versatility and Humility 

George Seaver begins his biography of Albert Schweitzer with 

these words: 11Alber·b Schweitzer is probably the most gifted genius of 

2 
our e.ge ••• 11 His genius expressed itself in map.y and varied fields. 

He earned four doctorates. These were in the fields of philosophy, 

theology, music and mdicine. Three of them were obtained while he vTas; 

in his twenties--when most men would still be striving for one. In each 

of these fields he made an outstanding contribution to learning. His 

. . . . . . 
1. Schweitzer, My Lire and Thought, P• 90. 
2. Seaver, The Man and His Mind, P• 3. 
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scholarship was accompanied by practical skills. He was a 11 surgeon, 

a self-taught architect and builder, an agriculturalist, an organist 

1 and a consultant in organ-craft. 11 In everything he did he sought 

perfection. 

The very nature of Schweitzer's missionary endeavor demanded 

a man of his versatility. rlis work was practically an independent 

enterprise. Althcugh he went to .lifrica under a mission board, the 

responsibilit-; fell upon his shoulders to administer the work in all 

its details. In the construction of a new hospital~ follovdng the 

first lYor ld War, he had to plan and supervise the work; then during 

the construction he served as architect, clerk of works, foreman, 

transport agent, carpenter's assistant, and in any other capacity that 

was needed. 2 At the same time he assisted in the medical and surgical 

work and played the piano f'or the refreshment of the workers. 

~Vhen the lack of funds became a pressing problem for the 

mission, more than once Schweitzer 1 s gifts came to his rescue. At 

the suggestion of an Archbishop in Sweden, he gave organ recitals and 

lectures in that country in order to pay off' his most pressing debts. 

3 A few weeks were sufficient to raise the needed funds. 

Yet, in spite of his many abilities, he was a humble man. 

C. T. Campion, who has translated many of Schwei ter r s books, says that 

Schweitzer creates a sense of charm as v,rell as of power when in his 

presence, for his povrer is "of the easy unself-conscious order, and the 

. . . . . . 
1. Ibid. 
2. c. T. Campion, Jl.lbert Schweitzer, p. 7. 
3. Seaver, The limn and rlis Mind, P• 79. 
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undeniable dominance has no hint of arrogance or self-assertion; 

1 
it comes unsought." The only force Schweitzer used was kindness. He 

loathed violence. His strength came not in self-assertion~ but in 

self-giving. 

Although Schweitzer worked independently, he realized hovr 

dependent he was upon others • He acknowledged the important influence 

which others had in making him Yvhat he was. Of these he said, nr stand, 

as it were, under the sway of these people.n2 He also readily acknowledged 

that ·!;here v,rere people who 1.'1Tere superior to him in many activities. 

His talents did not prevent him from appreciating the worth of others, 

nor from thinking humbly of himself. This spirit of hurnility enabled 

him to work successfully w:i.·bh others in the difficult situations he 

faced in his work. 

3. His Grm'!Tth in His Skills and ~ork 

One need only look at the quantity and variety of Yfork which 

SchvTei tzer turned out to realize that he was a hard worker.. He was 

constantly striving to improve his skills and utilize them to the utmost. 

Or his e.ffort, he said, "I worked much and hard, with unbroken concen­

tration~ but without hurry. 113 

Even as a boy, Schweitzer undertook. each activity seriously 

and earnestly~ ever improving. He played games with the same earnest-

ness that he manifested in other activities. He disliked easy competition 

. . . . . . 
1. Campion, OPe cit., P• 3. 
2. Schweitzer;- :Memoirs, PP• 89,90. 
3. Schweitzer, My Life and Thought, p. 29. 
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and became provoked when his opponents did not do their best. His 

piano playing was at first very discouraging to his teacher. In dis-

gust his teacher said, 11Really you don't deserve to have such beautiful 

music given you to play. You'll come and spoil this ••• just like 

1 
everything else." Schweitzer determined. to show the teacher whether 

he could play or not. The next ·week he practiced arduously. F..e marked 

on the music special fingering above the notes. The teacher gained a 

new insight into the boy. From that time, SCh,~itzer constantly grew 

in his musical knowledge and ability. :Mathematics and languages were 

difficult for the boy. The very fact that they were difficult challenged 

him to master them. 2 

As has been mentioned, friends .and relatives sought to dis-

courage his undertaking medical s-tudies. It was argued that the studies 

would take too long. lfot willing to go to Africa vlith less than the 

best preparation possible, he remarked, 11Vvb.enever I v;as inclined to fee 1 

that the years I should have to sacrifice were too long, I reminded myself 

that Hamilcar and Hannibal had prepared for their w~rch on Rome by their 

3 
slow and tedious conquest of Spain. 11 Schweitzer aimed at perfection 

in all that he did and vras not content until he approximated it. 

The writing of several of his books illustrates his dissatis-

faction with less than the best. The lack of good publications on Bach's 

musical art led Schweitzer to v~ite an essay on the subject. Before he 

~~d proceeded far in the work, it became apparent to him that an essay 

. . . . . . 
1. Schweitzer, Hemoirs, p. 57. 
2. Schweitzer, My Life and Thought, p. 4. 
3. Ibid., P• 95 .• 
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would have to expand into a book. He felt compelled to do a thorough 

piece of v.rork. Again., in his organ playing 1 Sch1.vei tzer was not content 

vdth less than the best. Before giving a concert on an untried organ, 

he would practice at least eight hours before he was satisfied that 

he knew the organ. He has been known to spend a week cleaning out 

the pipes of an old organ before he gave a concert., to insure perfect 

tones from the instrument. 

His method of using an interpreter was unique and illustrated 

his perfectionist tendency. Before he spoke., he would practice the 

lecture with ·bhe interpreter to insure a sw~oth final product. It is 

said that his hearers often forgot that an interpreter was being used, 

so smooth vras the performance. He used an interpreter because he felt 

he could convey his message better that way tha.11. by speaking badly in 

his hearers' tongue. 

Schweitzer's trait of seeking the highest point of develop­

ment in everything he undertook is seen in his work as a "Jungle Doctor. 11 

He was progressive and courageous in the improvement and expansion of 

the work. Viihen only a chicken house was available for a hospital, it 

was ma.de into the best possible hospital. Vfuen materials and workers 

were available the hospital plant was expanded as needed. When the first 

hospital became inadequate., an entirely ne-r• hospital layo.tLt'~ was buil·b 

in a better loca·cion. He was alert, a:11d both he and his work ·were ever 

growing and developing. 

4. His lYJedical Skill 

Schweitzer's medical i'Tork is· a study of his miss iona.ry 
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accomplishments and the attainnent of his ultimate intrinsic goals. 

Generally, nB di cal missionaries conceive their medical work to be of 

intrinsic value in that it is a service of love. But primarily the 

healing minist~J is looked upon as an instrumental value leading 

individuals to God. Schweitzer, on the other hand, went to Africa not 

to evangelize, but to relieve the pain and anguish of the natives. 1 His 

reverence for life found expression in saving human bodies from pain 

and disease. Each day in the hospital were read the standing orders 

of the hospital. 2 This was the only instruction given the natives. 

All such orders dealt with the administration of vmrk for the physical 

well-being of the natives. Their spiritual condition was not a major 

concern. 

That a need existed in Africa for Schweitzer•s medical skill 

is apparent. Before he arrived there he learned of this need from 

others: 

I had read abrut the physical miseries of the na-c~ves in the 
virgin forests; I had heard about them from missionaries, 
and the more I thought about it the stranger it seemed to me 
that we Europeans trouble ourselves so little about the 
great gumanitarian task which offers itself to us in far-off 
lands. 

The sight of the natives only intensified his feelings. In his letter-

diaries are found such sta-!:;ements as: 11 The need out here is terrible11
; 

"Their pain is dreadful"; 11Here among us everyone is ill"; 110ur country 

devours its children11
•
4 Upon his arrival in Africa, he was beseiged 

. . . . . . 
1. Ibid., p. 47. 
2. Crunpion, op. cit., P• 20. 
3. Sohwei tzer;- Primeval Forest, pp. 1,2. 
4. Seaver, The 1\iian and His Mind, p. 59. 
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by sick people even before he had time to unpack. He treated such 

sickness as malaria, leprosy, sleeping sickness., dysentery, fr6.l"1lbesia., 

phagedenic ulcers, pne~unonia, heart disease, hernia, elephantiasis 

tumors, wounds from the beasts of the jungle, and injuries of men 
. 1 

working in the lumber camps. 

To this great need, Scl1l'Teitzer successfully applied his 

medical skill. In his first nine months he treated nearly ·t:;;vo thousand 

patients. Pain was relieved and disease-riddled bodies were healed. 

For hundreds of miles around his hospital Africans ~~d Europeans alike 

flocked to receive help. After visiting the hospital, an United States 

observer noted, "It has a wonderful record both for quantity ~~d quality 

of -vrork. u 2 

Dr. Albert Schweitzer has accomplished ·what he set ou·t; to 

do--to give eA~ression to his reverence for life by alleviating the 

pain and anguish of the African natives by becoming a skillful and 

outstanding doctor. 

D. Su..nunary 

In this chapter the primary motivation in the life of Albert 

Schweitzer has been presented, as well as those fac·tors which contribu·t;ed 

to his missionary accomplishmen·bs. 

Fundamental to the nature of Schweitzer are a deep sympathy 

for the pain and anguish of all living creatures and a philosophical 

and independent mind. These characteristics are the bases of Schweitzer's 

. . . . . . 
1. Schweitzer 1 1.."y Life and Thou!tht, p. 139. I ~ 
2. ~·~ P• 272. 
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reverence for life. By "Reverence for Life 11 he means the maintaining 

of all life~ whether plant~ animal, or human, at its highest point 

of' development. He was completely devo·bed to this end. A second 

basis in his motivation is his sense of gratitude. He had a strong 

sense of' debt for the many blessings which destiny had bestowed upon 

him. Uut of gratitude for these blessings he gave his life for the 

service of mankind. 

Basic to his missiona~J accomplislunents is his courageous 

and sacrificial spirit. He gave himself to the service of others in 

situations that demanded grea·!; courage. Versatility is seen as a 

factor in his life, not only in his diversified intellectual attainments 

but also in his many prac·bical skills. With his great ability went a 

deep humility. Sch~reitzer had before him the goal of perfection in 

every undertaking of life, and strove to attain it. His :rredical skill 

enabled him to give expression to his reverence for life. By that 

mean.s he was able to relieve the pain and anguish of the African :natives 

and to fulfill his own sense of indebtedness to life for all its gifts. 
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CI-Ltl.PTER III 

A CO:MPP.lUSON OF 'f'.B:E 1.10TIVATIOH AIID SIGlUFICA1IT FACTORS 
f:IHICH Lim TO THE 1iUSSIOli.tlRY ACCOMPLISHJvW.1\fTS 

OF IJETER PARKER AIIJD ALBERT SCffi'IEITZER 

A. Introduction 

Pe-t;er Parker and Albert Schweitzer have been studied 

separately 1.T.i. th respect to their motivation and to those factors con-

tributing to their missionary accomplishments. It is the aim of this 

chapter to bring to a focal point a comparison of the tv;o men in the 

above areas. In addition, this chapter will indicate how the distinctive 

~JPe of motivation of each man resulted in ~~s particular ~;pe of 

ministry. 

B. A Comparison of Their Motivation 

1. A Comparison of the Factors Involved in Their Motivation 

a. The Supreme Values in Their Lives 

.tUbert Schweitzer believed that the highest goal which a man 

ca.11 set before hi1"1.Self is reverence for life. l.:ian and civilizations 

n~st evaluate their activities and progress vnth reverence for life as 

t..'le standard. If any activity makes a contribution to some life, whether 

it be plant, animal, or human, so that that life can better approximate 

the perfection toward which it is striving, then that activi·by is of 

great value. Schweitzer's deep sympathy for ·i:;he physical pain and 

anguish in t..h.e world fomtcl its highest expression in the following 

philosophy: Pain a.11d anguish v1eaken a life's desire to live and to 
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strive for the perfection with which it was endowed. therefore, to 

reverence life means to eliminate those two enemies of life. Schweitzer's 

life was dedicated to that end. 

Peter Parker's goal in life was to gain the greater glory of 

God. He believed himself to have been created fu'1d redeemed by God. 

So, God became his Lord1 and his greatest desire became to serve his God. 

All of his activities were evaluated by their con·bribution Jco his 

service for God. In contrast to Schweitzer, who was concerned wi"i:;h 

man's physical well-being, Parker was little in·cerested in man's 

physical health in comparison rl.i. th his concern for rr..an' s spiritual 

welfare. 

b. The Authority Behind Their Motivation 

1~hen trJ'O men's goals in life are so different_, their ideas 

about the meaning and purpose of life must have developed from dia­

metrically opposite starting points. Schweitzer had studied the 

philosophies of the world, and failed to find in any of' them a satis­

factory explanation of man's pu1~ose in life. He concluded that one 

must begin vlithin man., that is with :w..an's immediate consciousness of 

his will-to-live, rather than vr.i. th the philosophies of the world, if 

the m:>aning of' man's existence is to be understood. Schweitzer arrived 

at his reverence for life through the authori t-,t he ascribed to his own 

rational thought processes and to the knowledge derived from the will­

to-live. 

In contrast to Schweitzer, Parker's authority carne from 

withou-t himself'. He believed his rational processes· and innuediate 

consciousness to be faulty authorities_, since they were distorted by 
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sin. He looked in dependence upon a supernatu..ral God for the true 

meaning of life. The 1-d 11 and purpose of God he found in the Scripture. 

He believed the Scripture to be absolutely authoritative on his life 

and thought. 

c. The Place of the 1t,vstical in Their Lives 

Since Schweitzer began vd. thin himself for the explanation 

of lii'e, it is understa."rldable that he gave little place to a mystical 

relation to the sur-erna·tural. There is one mention of prayer in his 

autobiographical works. When he was a boy, he had prayed for animals. 

He was sufficient within himself. Schwei·bzer did speak of the spirit 

of Jesus. The spirit of Jesus, however, vm.s not so much a living 

personality as a standard of ethics. 

Parker's life and thought had their foundation in his mystical 

relationship to a personal God. The Scripture was his norm in life, 

but his vi tal relation to God gave him his dynamic. In his decisions 

and work, he was constantly in prayer seeking ·the wisdom_, strength, 

and ability of his divine Father. His ovm. personality was often subordi­

nated in his ~ny.stical union vr.i.. th God. 

d. Relationship to other Persons 

For Schvrei tzer all life was one. He was under obligation to 

the life of an insect as we 11 as to tha·t; of man. However, since 

existence necessitates that one life take another life that the former 

might live, he had a scale of value for the various types of life. 

Since man has the most highly developed will-to-live, he becomes the 

mos't important t:Jrpe of life. Animal and plant life are also fitted 

into this scale according to his standard. ~~J. th his great emphasis 
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on life as such, Schweitzer tended to overlook individual personalities. 

He strongly desired to alleviate the pain e.:nd anguish of hv.manity, but 

he looked at individuals as physical beings rather than personalities. 

He J:>..ad great respect for the personality of o·t...hers, but his own great 

interest lay in the life. 

Similarly, Parker looked upon people in terms of the passion 

of his life ra·bher than in view of their individual personalities. 

TZa...11 was a soul bound by a body. He was interested in serving his God, 

a.J."ld since that service necessitated the saving of the heathen, he was 

interested in those to whom he must take God's m:J ssage. His love for 

individuals was in a sense swallowed up in his love for God. 

e. Sense of Gratit~de 

Schweitzer quickly recognized blessings which came to. him. 

With the blessing came a sense of debt for that good fortune. He 

speaks of destiny being the source of his blessings, and felt that his 

debt for i:he blessing must be paid to hume..:nity. His sacrificial service 

for humanH;y grew out of his gratitude for the blessings destiny had 

bestowed on him. 

On the o·cher hand, Parker was so concerned with God's re­

demptive love that his gratitude ·was directed to God, almost to the 

exclusion of other people. Whereas Schweitzer readily recognized the 

acts of kindness which others did for ;him and sought to repay them in 

loving kindnesses, Parker vias more sensitive to supernatural works of 

grace ~:md his debt to God. Blessings vthich came through others were 

looked upon as blessings from. God, almost i'orgetti..11g the i'iorth of the 

human instrumentality. 



-58-

f. Attitude Toward Themselves 

In spite of his many gifts~ Sch>Yeitzer was a humble :mru1. 

There was no arrogance or boastfulness in his ~ttitude. But, para-

doxically~ he also had a sense of his own indispensableness. He built 

his ·work entirely about himself. Little was done to train others to 

help him carry on the work. Vlhen the work expanded, necessity was 

laid on him to get more helpers. However, ·bhey vmre looked upon as 

helpers ra~Gher than equals who would carry on the work if his life were 

ta1:en. 

Parker was also a humble ma.11. Time and again he acknovrledged 

before God his own unworthiness. He felt that apart from God he was 

no·thing. But Parker, too, seemed to feel his indispensableness to his 

work. As a result, when he vvas present the work flourished, but vli th 

the lack of trained leaders to carry on, the work declined in his 

absence. 

2. The Relation of Their IJoti vat ion to Their Distinct T;,rpes of 
Missionary Ac·t;ivi ty 

a. Albert Schweitzer 

Albert Schweitzer was a man with a deep sympathy.for the 

physical pain and anguish of all living cre~tures. Philosophically, 

his thinking began vr.t th the vJ'ill-to-li ve and resulted in his reverence 

for life, which is a synthesis of his thought and his smpathetic dis-

position. Since he felt that reverence for life was philosophically 

sound, and was in harmony with his nature, and since he had a sense of 

debt for the blessings vrhich he received in life, he believed that his 

life should be given in the service of humani-bJ.' This was his reason 
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for choosing Africa, for he felt that i·b was there that his service 

was most needed. 

Motivated as he was, his ministry became primarily one of 

alleviating ·(;he pain and ang;uish of those about him. He forgot himself 

in his effort to help other life gain the perfection with which it was 

endowed. Because there was so much suffering about him, the major 

part of his work consisted in the relieving of this suffering, rather 

than positively building for perfection in oJchers. He did this because 

suffering vTeal<:ens ·bhe will-to-live, and a strong 1•lill-to-live is the 

essential·ingredient of life. His medical work gave full expression to 

his reverence for life. 

b. Peter Parker 

Peter Parker believed himself to be a sinner deserving the 

condemnation of God, but in Christ enjoying God's redemptive grace. In 

gratimde to God and because he felt that it 'WOt.lld be the wisest step 

vihen viewed from eterJ."l..ity, he gave himself to the service of God. The 

personal God revealed in the Script'"Ure was a living reality to him, and 

was determina·bi ve in all that he did. 

Motivated as he was, his minis·try became one of service to 

God, which involved proclaiming God's redemptive love to those under 

condemnation. His medical Yrork became a tool to ·!:;his end. If he had 

thought that he could l1ave effectively brought the message of salvation 

to the heathen wi·bhout his medical skill, he would never have undertaken 

the study of medicine. All of his energies and skill were focused on 

the goal of his ministry--to bring salvation to ·!:;he unsaved millions of 

China. 
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C. .A Comparison of Influential Factors :·mich Led to Their 
Missionary Accomplishments 

1. Sacrificial Spirit 

A study of the motivation of Schweitzer and Parker is 

essentially a study of contrasts, for the men differed widely in their 

motivation. On the other hand, there is a marked similarity between 

the -b:vo men in certain traits of character and practices which con-

tributed to their missiona~J accomplishments. 

A sacrificial spirit was a dominant characteris_,cic of both 

men. They sacrificed all personal ambition to become missionaries. 

Though their aims were different., they completely forgot themselves in 

their effort to gain their goals. fhey were willing to sacrifice 

ambitions and activities which they loved intensely, if this sacrifice 

would contribute to gaining their missionary aims. Their sacrificial 

spirit was manifested in their missionary activities and in their 

f8.Juily and personal lives. :Many of their sacrifices appeared needless 

to those about them, but the testimony of histor;y has verified the 

wisdom of their actions. 

2. Courageous Endeavors 

Very often Schweitzer aJ:ld Parker faced impossible situations 

in ·their 1NDl"k: 1ledical supplies became very loi7; half-dead patients 

were brought Jco them; financial assistance was out off; hostilit-y arose 

among those to whom they v~·ere administering aid; their motivation and 

good intensions vrere questioned; they became personally ill and physically 

weak; they became mentally fatigued; they were separated from their 
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families. fhe temptation to give up came to them. But they were 

made of strong moral fiber. They refused to be defeated in their 

missionary endeavors. No task was too difficult and no barrier great 

enough to stop them. Their difficulties were made into stepping stones 

to greater opportunities. 

3. Gro1vth in Their Work 

The standard which both men had before them ll'l any activity 

undertaken was perfection. They readily aclmowledged their imperfections~ 

but were dissatisfied v.rith any imperfection. They practiced and worked 

until they operated at maximum efficiency. Progress could continually 

be seen in .their acti vH;ies. "L"ibether they wel~e administering medical 

aid, building a hospital, playing the organ, or learning a language 

they did the best of which they were capable. They even sacrificed 

periods of rest and relaxation that they might utilize the time for 

the improvement of their -rrork. 

4. Versatility 

Of the tl70 men, Schweitzer was by far the most versatile. He 

had a stronger intellect and a remarkable variety of skills. Schweitzer's 

versatility was a needed asset in the type of v;ork which he undertook, 

for his work was independen·b and in a primitive culture. Since he was 

alone, he had only himself to plan, supervise, and execute his work; 

his variety of gifts -v.ras essential. Parker, too~ was versatile, though 

not to the same e:-:tent. He psrfonned the tasks of preacher, doctor, 

hospital administrator~ and diplomat. The China of Parker's clay was 

more civilized and advanced than the Africa •;:Jhich Schweitzer faced, so 
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the demands made on him were not so nUJll.erous, but there was not a 

single one of his gifts w·hich vm.s not needed in his 1aork in China. 

5. AdjustmenJG to the Needs a...'1.d Customs of the People 

Schvmitzer 1 s goal vm.s to alleviate ·i:;he physical pain and 

anguish of the natives. To do this he did not feel that he had to 

understand the hopes, desires, aspirations,, a1.1.d customs of the people. 

He made no effort to mast$'}r the language of the people 1vith -r1hom he 

11orked. Parker's goalwas different. His desire to alleviate suffering 

was entirely secondary, his primary goal being to present in an under­

stsndable fashion the gospel of Je~~s Christ. This necessitated a 

grasp of the native lang;uage a.tJ.d an understanding of -[;heir culture 

that he might put Christi an content and concepts into their language. 

Both men were sensitive ixl the physical needs of the people 

among whom they ministered. They first investigated the types of 

diseases prevalen·i:; in their respective countries_ ro1.d then specialized 

and became ou·bstanding in their treatment of these diseases. They also 

assisted the people in their economic and u--aterial needs. 

6. The Use of' iledi cal Skill 

Schweitzer and Parker were skilled :medical men. Had they 

remained i!J- their native lands, their medical reputation wmld have 

been extensive. Both men dedicated their skill to the alleviaJGi:.!l.g 

of suffering in the midst of the people they served. They experienced 

the s ati sfacti on of lmmYi:.IJ.g that ·i:;he vas·b am.oun t of good v7hi en they did 

vrould have been left undone had ·bhey not performed iJG and m.iniste1·ed 

to a people uncared for by row other and in great need of their services. 
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.Schweitzer was satisfied when his medical skill resulted in the 

alleviatL"lg of physical S1).ffering. To Parker this was only a st;ep 

to serve his main purpose. He utilized the confidence of the people 

which he gained through his 1nedical skill to make knovm the love of 

Christ which prompted his \7ork and to minister to their spiritual 

needs. 

D. Summary 

In a compru.~ison of Albert Schweitzer and Peter Parker, one 

is first struck with the differences between the t;v;o men. Schweitzer's 

ideals v;ere directed tovmrd the temporal and physical welfare of 

h1.unanity; whereas ·parker was interested in the eternal and spiritual 

Vfelfare of those among whom he ministered. Schweitzer's authority 

for his life and thought cen·cered in his mm rational processes and 

k:noviledge dic~Gated by his irnmedia~Ge consciousness; 1-7hereas Parker 

surrendered the authority of his thinking to ·i:;he authority of the 

Scripture. Schweitzer fe 1-t sufficient unto himself; whereas Parker 

depended upon his mystical union with Chris ·i:; for the source of. his 

power. Schweitzer v;as very grateful to those persons through whom he 

received blessings; v:hereas Parker's gratitude was directed more toward 

God, than to the inst1~1ment of the blessing. In the goals and motiva­

tion of their lives ti~ey were antithetical. 

A closer exanrination of their lives 1-ri.ll indicate many 

similarities. .i:ioth Yrere outstanding men, andhad those characteristics 

which are com1n.on to such per·sons. They had a sacrificial spirit and 

undertook courageous endeavors. 'I'hey had perfection for their goal and 



-64-

did not; rest until they apprw.:imated it in all their acti-vities. They 

adapted themselves and their work to ·l:;he needs of the people among 

whom they ministered JGo the extent necessary to gain their missionary 

aims. Both were able medical men, and utilized their skill ·t;o the 

full on behalf of the people they served. 
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Cilll.PTER IV 

GElTillRAL SUI:Jl'JAJ.l.Y lllTD COl\fCLUSIOlT 

The purpose of tlU.s thesis has been to stu.dy the lives of 

Pe·ber Parker and Albert Schweitzer in order to discover the motivation 

for their work and those significant factors vil.1.ich contributed to their 

w.issionary accomplishments. The study of their motivation led to 

the consideration of vrhy men of their ability and skill would sacrifice 

the comforts and pleasures of a profitable medical prac·tice and a 

preaching :miTl..istry in their home countries for work a.'l'Jlong natives in 

pri.m:i.. ti ve lands. The s·tud;y of their wissionary accomplishments led 

to a..'l'l 1..mderstanding of the character traits and skills which they 

possessed wluch contributed to their achievem.en·cs. These tvro men 

::-Jere selected for t!U.s study because the concept of :missions which 

each had was so differen-t from the other. This made it possible to 

present a sharper contrast and better m1derstanding of the two as 

:medical missionaries. 

In Chapter I it was found that Peter Parker 1 s motivation 

is discovered in an analysis of his religious experience. A manifest 

antagonism to religion was apparent in Parker's early life. From that 

time his passion in life became service to God. His college education 

was received at A.7liherst and Yale. I·c was at Yale College that the con­

viction grew that he could best serve God on the mission field. Parker 

stucli ed medicine in order that he might be better equipped for his work. 

His :missionary endeavor i.."'1 China follmwd out Christ's collllll.al1.d ·to teach, 
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to preach~ t>nd to heal. fbr oughout his ministry is seen his intense 

passion to serve his God# sustained by his personal fellowship with 

the Source of his strength and life. 

The explanation for Peter Parker 1 s accomplislunents for the 

Kingdom of God are seen in several basic factors in his character and 

activities. He had a dynamic in his life that grew out of his relation 

to God. A sacrii'icial and courageous spirit enabled his work to go 

i'onrard even m1.der difficult circumsta..'l.ces. His work with the people 

began where they were; he adjusted to their customs ai.'ld their reeds. 

Characteristic of his lii'e v1as his constant growth and striving f'or 

improvement in every undertaldng. His :medical skill~ too# wa-s a major 

factor in his accomplisrurrents in the service of God. 

Chapter II presented il.lbert Schweitzer 1 s motivation for his 

v1ork. Inherent in the nature oi' Schweitzer was a deep sympathy for 

the su.ffering of all living creatu.res~ and a philosophical and independent 

mind. These characteristics were ·l;he bases of Schweitzer 1 s reverence 

for life. By 11Reverence for Life 11 he meant the maintaining of all 

life~ ·whether plant~ animal, or human~ at its highest point of develop­

ment. He devoted himself completely to this end. fl. second basic 

factor in his motivation was his sense of gratitude. He had a strong 

sense of debt for the many blessings which destiny had bestowed upon 

him. Out of gratitude for these blessings, he gave his life to the 

service of mankind. 

Schweitzer 1 s versa·l;ility was an importru"'lt factor in his 

missionary attainments. The independent nature oi' his work gave 

opportunity for him to utilize his many abilities. Together with his 
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great capacity went a profound humility. A sacrificial spirit was 

particularly impprtsnt for a man of his mental a...'ld artistic attai.-·1.­

ments. He had to give up :rnany activities which he loved in order to 

enter upon his missionary 17ork. He had before him the goal of per­

fection in every undertaking of life~ and strove to attain it. His 

medical skill giving expression ·co his reverence for life brought 

him to a high level of perfection as a missionary doctor. 

A comparison of Peter Parker and Albert Schweitzer reveals 

marked differences in their motivation and striking similarities in 

che.racter traits. It was seen in Chapter III ·chat Schweitzer 1 s ideals 

were directed toward the temporal and physical \7elfare of hum.anity; 

whereas Parker vras interested in the eternal and spiritual welfare of 

those among whom he ministered. Schweitzer's authority for his life 

and thought centered in his O'\'ID rational processes and knonledge 

dictated by his immedia·i:;o consciousness; whereas Parker surrendered ·t;he 

authority of his t;hinking to the authority of the Scripture. Schweitzer 

felt sufficient unto himself; whereas Parker depended upon his mystical 

union -;.nth Christ for the so1.rrce of his power. SclrNeitzer was very 

grateful to those persons through whom he received blessings; whereas 

Parker's ·gratitude vvas directed more toward God than to the instrument 

of the blessing. In the goals and motiva·cion of their lives they were 

antithetical. 

In many character traits and skills, the two men were similar. 

They had a sacrificial spirit and no undertaking daunted ·t;hem. They 

had perfection fort heir goal a..'1.d did not rest until they approximated 

it in all their activities. Both were able medical men, and utilized 
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their skill to the full on behalf of the people they served. 

Schweitzer's motivation sprang from his ovm nature and 

the authority of his ovm thinking. From. that motivation his mission­

ary activities were primarily htunanitarian in emphasis. Peter Parker's 

motivation was rooted ina spiritual relation to God. This type of 

mo-tivation prompted missionary activities dedicated to winning the 

unsaved millions of China to Christ. Both men had character traits 

in common which proved essential for their missionary accomplishments. 
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