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B. Sources 
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CHAPTEH I. 

Il\fTBODUC TI ON. 

Colombia, lone;; considered one of the most bF.ckward 

of the South American republics, is now in R st e of 

transition. This country represents a strange combina­

tion of the old and the new; of stagnc>, tion and progress; 

of conservative ecclesiasticism and traditionalism on the 

one hand, end a growing liberalism on the other. 

In such a condition of affairs religious education 

has an especially important :part to play. The mission 

schools are making notable contributions to education and 

in particular to religious education. :Many boys and girls 

from homes at least nominally Roman Catholic Rttend the 

mission schools and participate in the Bible classe~ and 

chapel services which are <:. part of the regula.r school 

progrE> .... 'n. 

A. STATEMJi~NT 0]' THE PROBI:Eivl. 

~uestions necessarily arise: Just what are the needs 

of these boys and girls as related to religious education, 

and in how far are they being met by :9resent provisions? 

If the situation is inadequately met, how can conditions 

be changed in order fully to provide for the needs of the 



boys and girls and young people? The writer has been in 

Colombia for three years, of which two and a half were 

spent in the Americc:m School for Girls in Barranquilla. 

Her work andjinterest have been mainly with the ea.rly and 

middle adolescent grou?S and for this reason the scope 

of thi~thesis will be limited to a consideration of the 

work with the adolescent girls in the mission schools. 

The specific problem of this thesis, then, is to present 

a program of religious education for the adolescent girls 

in the mission schools of Colombia. 

B. SOURCES. 

The sources used in making this study represent an 

interesting variety of material. Travelers have recorded 

their observations, tinged by special interests such as 

sociology, political science, and economics; these give 

valuable information about existing conditions. Men 

whose ma.in interest is connected with mission ~vork or with 

the Co1nmittee on Cooperation in Latin 1Unerica write often 

out of many years of experience a.nd life in these southern 

republics. A few works in Spanish have been utilized, and 

whenever possible views are presented in the words of 

Latin Americans themselves. All these, together with the 

writer's own experience, constitute the primary sources. 

The secondary sources include standard works on the 

religious education and psychology of adolescents. 

C. PROCEDURE. 

In order to arrive at an understanding of the needs of 
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the. adolescent girl it will be necessary to consider the 

enviroTh~ent in which she lives. This will be studied 

under various aspects: climatic and racia.l ;. social, 

economic, and political; educational; and religious. 

The needs which emerge from this study of existing 

conditions Y-rill then be taken up, togc ther with those 

which relate specifically to adolescent nature. In order 

to know to what extent these needs :::re being met at the 

present time, there will be presented a discussion and 

evaluation of the contributions of the Roman Catholic and 

the Protestant churches, the national and the mission 

schools, rnd the homes toward meeting such needs. On the 

basis of the study of existing conditions, of the needs 

of the adolescent girls, and of present contributions 

toward meeting these needs, a proposed program of 

religious education for the adolescent girls in the 

mission schools will be presented. This program will 

take into consideration the present plan and will attempt 

to show where improvements and additions can be 

introduced.. 



CHAPTER II. EXISTING CONDITIONS: CLIMATIC AND RACIAI.J 

A. Introduction 
B. Climatic Conditions 

1. Effect on age of puberty 
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c. Racial Conditions 
1. Historical backgrounds 
2. Social attitude toward the race problem 
3. Racia,l characteristics 

D. Summary 
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EXISTING COliDIT~ONS: CLI1LATIC 1~~ RACIAL 

A. INTRODUCTION 

In order to arrive at an understanding of the needs 

of the adolescent girl in Colombia we must examine 

carefully the conditions under which she lives, for 

according to Schwab and Veeder, 

"A study of the adolescent with reference to the envir­
onment in which he exists is the only method of inves­
tigation standing securely when other artifici~l types 
of investigetion have proved unsuitable.---After that 
the point of interest is the person." 1 

It is the purpose of this chapter to discuss the 

existing climatic conditions, their bearing on the age of 

puberty, and their effect on health. It includes also a 

consideration of racial conditions with reference to the 

historical beckground, the social attitude toward the race 

problem, and a study of racia.l characteristics. 

B. CLIMATIC CONDITIONS. 

A consideration of the physical environment lee"ds us 

to observe that the extremely varied topography of the 

country makes the differences in climatevery marked. 

Near the coast and in the low-lying river valleys 

tropical heat preva~ls the entire year. One of the main 

(1) Schwab and Veeder. The Adolescent, His Conflicts and 
Escapes. pp. 86-8?. 



cities is located at an altitude of approximately 5000 

feet so that it enjoys the reign of eternal springtime, 

while Bogota, the capital, at an altitude of 8850 feet, 

has a decidedly chilly climate. 
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The Caribbean coast region has two distinct seasons, 

the windy and the r~iny, each vri th corresponding effects 

on the nervous systems of most individuals. The ~.:trongly 

blowing trade winds do bring some relief from th~cat, but 

in view of the fact that there is no rain during all the 

five months tkat they blow, they carry an immense quantity 

of dust which proves irritatin~ in more senses than one. 

Especially near the end of the windy sel-''.son nerves seem 

tense and irritability reaches a high :point. 

The rains bring a sense of release and rele..xation, 

and a gray clouded sky is a wonderful relief after so 

many days of glaring sunshine. T'ne rains are inter-

spersed with periods of intense heat, which, cou1;led with 

the high humidity, is trying to Colombians and foreigners 

alike. 

The high altitude of the capital is generally con-

ceded to be somewhat exhaustive of nervous and physical 

energy. The combination of the cold ;c·nd the altitude 

tends to :produce exhileration. Obviously it is possible 

to accom=~li sh more work in a given time there than in the 

heat of the coast, and the energetic gtmosphere of this 

city forms a marked contrast to the slower moving life of 
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the hot country. 

The altitudes from 3000 to 5000 feet are the most ideal 

in climate. The days grow ,~rarm but the nights are 

always cool. 

1. Effect on Age of Pubertx. 

In these tropical countries puberty comes earlier 

thFJJl in our northern regions. Brooks places the media.n 

for girls in the United States at 13 years, 9.6 months. 

Solely from the point of vie~ of an estimate based on 

experience with some 125 o.dolescent girls in the board­

ing department of the Americ;:n School f0r Girls in 

Ba.rranquilla, the writer would say that the median in 

Colombia would be at least a full year earlier. It is 

not uncommon for a girl to enter upon pu·oerty c:;,t 11 yea,rs, 

and very usuc·.l by the time 12 yea.rs have been completed. 

The cooler climates of the higher al ti·tudes tend to delay 

this development sliEhtly. 

2. Effect on Health. 

Climate is only one factor in health, but we should 

note in passing that especially in the hot country certSi:in 

tr¢>pical ailments are very com;·non and tend to undermine 

vitaltty to a marked degree. Amebic dysentery and 

tropical anemia-due to in testina.l parasites-are very 



prevalent e_nd seem difficult to avoid even when the 

greatest cPre is exercised. We have noted in various 

cr:.ses thr,t pupils who seemed :~ull in their studies, 
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after taking the perscribet treatment, i~proved strik­

ingly in their intellectuc:,l attainments. The betterment 

of sanitary conditions nnd the ed.vancement of health 

educction can do r;;, ::c:reat der.l to c .. llevic,te this si tue.tion. 

B. Rt\.CI.".L GO~"'DITIONS. 

Passing now to a consideration of the social en­

vironment, let us inquire first into the racL·J. back­

grounds of the Colombian adolescents. 

h_l:f..Lstorical 'Ba.ckgroun.d..!. 

J, brief glr:-~nce at history -r:ill en2ble us to 

understand better t~e complex raci~l situation ich 

exists todry not only in Colombia ~ut throu~hout 

J~atin America. T-:nis continent v1es not so much colo­

nized 2-s conquered, ;~:nd most of these military men 

or adventurers went without their wives or were un­

married. To them was granted absolute control not only 

over large tracts of land but so over the Indians who 

·were livinc there. It will be remembered that mFmy of 

these tribes were civilized and peaceful, skill i~ 

riculture ~nd nany arts. Docile ~s they were, they 

dared not )rotest nst ~r·ngs inflicted on 

their c::o11querors; as £, result, n:::li:1g of blood 

betr.:een t11c the Indians hrs continued from 



10 

the early drys down to the present, giving rise to the 

mestizos v1ho no\: form the bulk of the population in 

Colombia. Today the pure Indians sre est ted at 

160,000 in a total population of over 7,ooo,ooo. .Among 

the upper class therej<?,re still some 

Iberian or E)panish stock. 

liee of pure 

To corrrplica,te the racial pr:)blem still further, 

ne slaves were imported from Africc.1. after the conql\lest. 

They ·were later freed anc1 their blood mingled freely ~;vi th 

the other strains in the lower str~ta of society. This 

element predominates chiefly in the coastal rations how­

ever, while t:iJ.e Indian is mo:ce marked in the interior. 

In addition to these three chief strains that go to 

make up the r<- cie.l com) lex, recent ye[ rs hc,ve seen the 

arrival on ColombL··.n soil of ::·. considerable number of 

Syrians, Turks, Chinese, English, Germans, Uorth ,\meric ns, 

French, Italians, e.nd Spo,niards. The three le,st-named 

groups, being c-·lso of Latin origin, intermf·rry freely \Vi th 

the Colombians, and all the other c:roups hr•ve contributed 

some exemiJles of international marriages. The Clilinese, 

English, and :North Americc:ns seem to figure least in such 

relr.tions. 

2. Social Attitude towD.rd;_J!Ele __ j{ace Problem. 

In this connection let us consider briefly the social 

attitude taw2,rd this race problem. "'he ea.rly Spaniards 

tre<.'ted their children by th~ Indian women as legitimate 
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and as belonging to their own race. It is said thr:~ t 

the averevge men today is prouder of his Indian blDod 

than of his Spanish ancestry. There is thus pr::·.cticL=lly. 

no color line or race problem, as we IJorth Americans 

know it, in any of these South American countries. The 

distinction iJetvveen races is a distinction of rank or 

cle.ss re.ther th<m of color. There is no feeling against 

intermarriage on the basisjof color, but only on the 

ground of difference in rank. A number of couples of 

the writer's acquaintance furnish exomples of a marked 

difference in color between husband end wife. 

In the Unite~tates an octoroon is counted as a 

hegro, while in La.tin America the mestizo counts as a 

white. Race means so little the.t ·when the Indic;.n 

emerges from poverty and ignorance, his equality with 

the white man is a.dmitted. 

3. Racial__Characteristics. 

As E. Garcia Calderon, a Peruvian diplomatist, 

points out, it is useless to look for unity of race in 

such a situation, but under the pressure of the pol-

itical domination of Roman Catholicism and its social 

power, bound up with the Roman authority of le.w, the 

Latin spirit has prevailed. But he says further: 

"In the Iberian democracies an inferior Latinity, a 
Latinity of decadence ~revails; verbal ~bund~nce, 
inflated rhetoric, oratoricc:tl exa.ggeratJ.on, JUSt 
aB~ in Roman Spain. The qualities and ~efects ~f 
the classic suiri t are revee,led in (Latln) Jl.mer1ce:m 
life; the present idealism, which often disdains 
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the conquest of utility; the ideas of hu ... 'na.ni ty and 
equality, of universality, despite racic:l vrriety; 
the cult of form; the Latin inste.bility and vivacity; 
the faith in pure ideas and politicc::l dogmas; all 
are to be found in these l!=mds overseas. Enthusiasm, 
socia.bili ty, and optimism are c:lso {Latin) American 
Q,ualities.---

"The character of the aver;.:gc citizen is weak, 
inferior to his imagination and intelligence; ideas 
of unity and solidarity have to contend ith the 
innate indiscipline of the rece. These men, dom­
inated by the solici tetions of the o;_;.ter world and 
the tuinult of politics, have no i·~ner lif::-.; you 
will find among them no great mystics, no great 
lyrical writers. They meet rea.li ties with a.n 
exasperated individualism. 

"Indisciplined, superficial, brilli~nt, the 
South Americcms belmng to the grer:t tin family; 
they ere the children of Spain, PortugFl, and Italy 
by blood and by deep-ror)ted tre.di tion, and by their 
generGl ideas they re the children of France." 1 

To what extent the crossing of races s contributed 

to the complexity of tbese racial chRra.cterj_stics i.s 

largely a matter of specula~ion. Dr. E. A. Ross quotes 

a German educatc»r P.8 saying: 

"Crossing of races h?s produced ~ chaotic, unstable, 
nervous organiz~tion, resulting in a type at war 
with itself," 2 

but he believes tha.t those who pl2ce greater emphasis on 

the influence of environment are ne! rer the truth. On 

the other hand, shop Every seys: 

"Nor is the blend e.t c::ll o. bc- d one, r:. vi rile, 
race bci the result." 3 

This rnPy be a just choracterizntion of the lle:es c:f 

ternperete zone, but scarcely ies so weli to the 

l ~ n -" 
1 ~.-. 1"'1 

..L ... .Lt. ... J. 0 .._ ' • \_:f • ; se e.nd. P·ro ss 
pp. 287-288 

Ross, E. A. ;-South of nnm1?~, p. :E4S. 
IGvery, -• -::., enty-17~ive Ye.::rs in South riet"', p.l4 
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tropics. 

Probably both heredity and environment have aided in 

the tra..nsmission of t e old Spanish arrogance rnd disdFJ.n 

for labor, which all too often is coupled with self-in-

dulgence and indolence. 

tiegro labor has tended 

The ready supply of Indi<m P.nd 

o Deruetuate this ch~racteristic. 
.J,; "" 

Even tod<:W no gentlem<::,n mew ca.rry his hend luggage to or 

from a train, and only the servants rppear in the streets 

vdth buncHes or pack2ges of r:ny size. lt is an almost 

unpardonrble breach of etiquette for R perron of any 

consideration even to polish his own shoes. 

Dr. Ross tells of [ German professor of science j_n a 

secondc:~ry school vvho only i th. difficulty broke hiE stu-

dents in to performing their o·,;n experimentslin the 

labor::-~ tory. They wanted to watch him do the work. Even 

after they had become accustomed to the idea of personal 

participation, they would call tbn a servant to clec·.n up 

the mess when a test tube broke or a retort was upset. 1 

Other raciRl chare.cteristics which have <" bearing on 

our problem emerge. The I .. e.tin American is usually less 

assiduous rnd less strenuous in his work than the North 

Arn.eri cc--m. A want of persistence is often evidenced. 

A German educator goes so fe_r e,s to say: 

"There is not a department of life in which they hPve 
learned to put forth sustBined effort," 2 

but such a generelization is likely to be unfair. The 

exceptions may be fm~r, but certa.inly they do exist. The 

(l)Ross, E. A., op, cit. pp. 163-164. 
(2)Ibid, p. 243 
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Latins are excitable in temperai11ent, prone to express. 

their feelings forcibly. Their sensitiveness to 

praise and blame is very keen. 

Though there c.re adverse chc:racteristics repre-

sen ted in these ra.ci2.l croups, there are meny favorable 

ones as well. Lord Bryce considers the Latin J1Jnerice.n 

less punctilious in politeness than the Spaniard of 

Europe 1, but there is e..n innate social refinement which 

is best celled forth by consideration and courtersy. The 

Latin .American knows hovv to res}Ject the susceptibilities 

of his fellow~citi7ens. He is enerPlly good n~tu1·ed 

and hospitable Emd!responds quickly to a.ppreci<:tion of his 

country or his ·::e.ys. 

As the quotrtion from Calder6n ests, the tin 

.American people a.re lingui s ic experts; they speak c.nd 

write with am~zing fluency. Even the .t:umbl est has a 

high cape.ci ty for dra1:12.tic expression which bub~.Jles over 

on any fitting occc:>.l::IDon. Many times a. dignity n.ncl 

ease in public <I) sa.rance have ·,eBn exhibited b] the school 

girls, ~ven during esrly adolescence, wtich surp~sses that 

commonly shown by gi s in the so.me period of develo .. 1ment 

in the United States. 

(1) Bryce, James, South America: ObservGtions and Impressions, 
p. 504 



The love of the beautiful and. a.pprecir:~ tion of· the 

artistic is more highly developed &mong tLe middle and 

lower classes than among corresponding groups in this 

country. This conclusion is verified. by observation 

of' the cle.ss of people who attend grand operE. in the 

leading cities of the country on the fe; occe.sions when 

that opportunity presents itself. The Latin Pu'ilericPn 
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cities, which are among the most be<:'.utiful in the world, 

demonstrete in a prac~icrl WPY this artistic taste. :Many 

even of the humblest homes have their plants Emd flowers. 

Many writers have called. attention to the, 1 ck of 

initiative an1ong tl::.ese peoples, but as soc1.2.l i' nd educa­

tional opportunity is extended th.is critic ism has leBc 

applice.tion. Obviously such a characteristic depends not 

nnly on race but also on environment. Others have pointed 

out that this ini tiG.ti ve, if given free rein, is sometin:es 

disastrous to teem work end coopera.tion, for there is an 

intense individualism in the mc:ke-up of these people. 

Calderon says that individmlism is the fundamentnl note 

in Spanish pa.ychc:logy, 2nd according to Dr. s. Gy.y Inman, 

it is the strone;est ch:racteristic of tJ::e Latin JIJnerican. 1 

The Anglo-American lc:_ys down principles; the L:· tin 

American deals in persone:.lities. With him everything is 

(1) Inman, s. F., South ~DJ:nericc:. Today. p. 104 
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personal. The difficulty in sacur.ing justice lies not so 

mich in the corruptibility of the judge es in his tendency 

to be influenced by personc:.l pe.rtiali ty. Things go ::y 

·favor. The s;:;me might be sco"id o the custJms officiE'.ls. 

Candidates win not by strong plati'orms, but by strong 

f'ri end ships. :Business is captured not by fine org<.nization, 

but by personal relstionship with the buyer. Letters of 

introduction stiJ.l have much V~'lue. 

Closely :c··ssocicted with this pe:csone,l emphc·.sis is the 

marked friednliness of the Latin, and in this respect the 

Colombi:c:n r<:mks es1;ecially high. Dr. ber.t ~.:;. Speer 

met no people in South .;\.mer.ic::. more hearty and a:.itt:b.ble. 1 

"If a poor relRtive dies nnd lesves helpless children, 
they will be taken into the family, it ms,kes no differ­
ence how little room the:r'e may be, or ho-,':' empty the 
larder m~y be. If one is without ~ job, or in h&rd 
luck, his more fortunD.te relatives will always lend a 
helping ha.nd. There £\re never too mz ny in the !louse-
hold to keep another out, if he is needy. 11 2 

d he 

There are, to be sure, certain weak p::lints even in this 

frieddliness; a c~rtain irresponsibility in a pinch, a 

disposition to take one's promise lightly, a propensity for 

idealized ex~ression ~.ithout correspondi realize:'. tion. 

One of the things which one c2nnot fail to notice in reading 

the biogrcphy of Simon Bol:f.ver, the Liberator, is the c-c.mazing 

tre C,. n'l c1eRert"on w'l"c'n "",e '11<-"d to fc:ce constrntl'.'' c:ur-a Hery P. -<~ . ~ _ ... ...a... u , , 

·-----·---------
______ .. 

(1) Gf. Spe~er, Robert E., South American Froblei:1S, p.58 
(2) Inm~:~.n, s. G., ProbJ.(ms in P<m Americr.nism, -p.41 
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ing his most difficult military career. Even the men for 

whom he had done the most, to whom he had given his fullest 

confidenc~ plnyed him false in order to further their per­

sonBl interestr' ··hen they BC:\W the opnortuni ty. 

ever be tJ,e ··e· sses- o is· frer from them?-

of the 

part icul('.r, they Pre certF in·,., B lovable peo·ple. The 

Latin Americrns ')retHmt by their n·7n clsim e.nmet.h ng ne"r, ,. 

rrcte.l .··rmxn ¥rith f'. chrrpcte:ristic all. its own. 

republiC'-' give ~e ir:·ression of bcin:· n:-tinnB Bti"~- in 

e mP.k i nr:;. 

n. 

On the cons~derations preeente( in this chr ·ter ~e b~ne 

the followinc conc 1 usions: s to climate, (1) both extre~es, 

the heat and the cold, produce corresponding effects in the 

nervous organization <'nd temperament of the individual. (2) 

Pubtrl:.y comes earlier, by perhaps ES much RS o year, thr:n in 

the tempera"Le zone:,. \j) Climate has a bearing on heEl th, 

but health education and improved sanite.tion can do much to 

overcome adverse conditions. 

As to racial conditions, (1) the problem is complicated 

by a mixture of racial stocks, but (2) allevi~?..ted by the eb .. 

sence of r~ce prejudice. (3) Adverse characteristics include 

lack of discipline, superficiality, arrogance, disdain for 

labor, want of per~ staence, extreme individualism excita­

bility, and sensitiveness. (4) The favor2ble characteris­

tics include courtesy, linguistic ability, capacity for dram­

rtic expresnion, apprecirtion of the beautiful, emph~sis on 

personPl rel~tionsbi·s, ~ friencllineas. 
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GIL4.r TER I I I • 

s TI 

IHTRCDUCTIOlJ 

i tl1in the ;~co;;Je of this chc.rter lies the con ic'l-

ion of the ~resent social, economie, rolitic 1 

situations in so fsr s they mPy h~ve a r ring on 

nee~s of the adolescent girls. tion 

is vi "Lmder the t'lllree (i' mor~ls, r·ecre inn, 

the -,~osition of '~'omen. Tl1e economic ond pol-

itical situations Pre discussed more briefly under a 

single head. 

B. SOC C!Olwi TIO:NS. 

n sailor said that the Lord hung his 

cross in the southern hecvens because he kneu it ~~s 

most needed there. Perhn.ps ·;·e c.re inclined to c::gree 

with him when we come to a serious consideration of 

socl[•l o.nd moral problems in Colombia. 

1. Morc:ls. 

"Hijos neturc:\les", naturel children, is the term 

used of illegitimPte children, Fnd irly repref;;ents 

the social etti tude. Legal marriage is uncom:nwn emong 

the servc:mt class. This m8y be ex:ple.ined in pHrt by 

the control of me"rri e by the Homc:m Ca.tholic CT:urch 

and the use of this control by the priests as a s~urce 
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of inc~me to the Church. 

tt times the (marriCJ.ge) rele,tionshiiJ is maint;:,>inedi 
but the very Tir' ture of it makes fidelity too ra.re." 

Unfortune,tely this :probhm is not coniine( to the 

r class. Dr. E. A. Ross, writing in J.S;l5 following 

a visit to South 1Jneric8., said that the :physicic:,ns c'nd 

educators ques~ioned agreed that all young men "sowed 

their wild oa< s. 11 2 That sta.tement eould not be a:p;:\lied 

without exception in Colombia toda,y, hut doubtless it is 

true in the mc::.j ori ty of cases. Bishop Every ~riting in 

l929 tells of dif icul ties which young Englisl'unen hR.d in 

securing medic:;.l trea.tment from South Americ<;;.n doctors 

vvho :persisted in :perscri bing for them <s thoutsh tfwy were 

guilty of illicit pre.ctices. They vrere entire ir.nocent, 

but so usual wrs the pr8ctice that the doctors would not 

believe their protestations. 3 

In .1921 e. de}:->uta.tion of medicnl men from Chile csme 

to the United SiB. tes to study modern mett.·Jds in veneree.l 

disease control. They stated thRt venereal dise~se 

enters into the medic 1 history of about 80 per cent of 

the men of South :merica. 4 

11 Some yea.rslago in ·sarranqui lla, Colombia, ]'ather 
Rev&.llo of the par, .... ,i sh of San Miguel, prep[>. red :r.rom 
the church and muni o ipel record.s e:· table of the vi t:.::l 

---------------------------------
(1) Speer, R. E.; South l:lllerican Froblems, :p.58 
(3) Ef •. :"very, ~';. F.; Tvrenty Five Years in South rica, :p.51 
(l) Cf. IZoss,E. A., South of P<mar:1f'., p.:-:23 
(4} C:f. Inme.n, s. G., Prolllems in Fc:m ric2nism, p.?l 



stati~tics of Bnrr&nQuilla for fifteen years and 
:published it in one of the secular paJ!ers of 
Barranquills. This ble s~owed that the illi-

timate births during this period were 71.4 per 
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cent of the total births. In Bogota the il~i timate 
births usuclly outnumber the legi timr,te. BarrC""n-

. 1 l .,-, C' 0 ' f • 1 - , . • .P t• quJ. anc,. '5.\.;;,o a ~re <nr y represern.e:<;J.ve O..L ne 
whole of Colombi •" 1 

In all probability, however, the situation todcy shows some 

improvement over the conditions here ~.Jrer:;ented. 

The girls in the mission schools co~e chiefly from 

Colombia's emergins middle class, but both the lower c:md 

the higher cl::.ssed are c:.lso repre:=:•ented. About two yec:rs 

it was estimPted that ~pproximotely half of the girls 

in the school in B< rranquilla 'Here i lligi t L,;ate, z, s Etre 

also several of the best teachers a the present time. 

It is not advisc•.ble to inquire very closely into family 

history or rel;. tionships, but the st<:.tus rmy be determined 

th some degree of ~:wcurcWY by noting the we.y in which 

the mother \7ri tes her t•.ame-provi:ced she knows how to 

write it. If she hrs children she always uses tbe title 

Senora,, but sb.e rdds the m<. n' s nrme to her ovm only i:t' they 

are leg~lly married. 2 

A girl me.;:: tell one with li. ttle hesit<:mcy the"t n cert n 

other girl is her sister by her ther but not by her mother, 

or that her fr::.tl~er h;-:s so ma,ny children ~Ln the house c:;.nd so 

many more ''in the street." Or a lec:ding professional man 

ente h . "]lJ.·. •t:~"te Arugllte ~n t.r'1e school and asks that 'rs l. s 1 . ;Sl. .Lw.c' . v.c~. J . .... • -

---·--··-··----"--·---·-·----~------

eer, R. E., op. cit., p.?? 
Sefiora Marfa G6mez-unmarried; 
Li brero-ma.rried. 

Sefiora Maria G6mez de 



the bills be addres~ed to him ~t his ~riv~te mrilbox; 

it is clear ttat he does not wish his wife to know what 

he is doing. The illic:,i time.te chi1dren rl<:7.y use the 
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father's nccr::te ii he gives them such permission. In vie·w 

of the fa.ct th2~he is under no leg:_=:l obligations to 

support them, it is note-riorthy thr:.t l:.e so often chooses. 

to do so. 

ThiL> diE,cussion is presented ;;;i th no desire to dc:.rken 

unduly the moral situation in Colombis. Nor Pre the 

ColombiEns the only offenders in this regsrd. The f< ther 

of three of the boarding pupils in the Barranquilla school 

is an .G,merican ·who llas never m.r- rried H~e Colombian mother. 

The samelis true in r·nother cu se with the f- dded indictment 

that the mc:m hrd a wife in the Uni te<l States. Vli th our 

American record of one divorce to every six mr::.rri<:'.ges, end 

33,000 brbies born out of wedlock last year, who 2re we to 

cast the firut stone? It is nevertheless a very real situ-

ation and must be considered in any attemrt to meet social 

needs. 

There a.re, moreover, e number of factors contributing 

to this Gituation which, in justice, ~e sh~uld note. Dr. 

Inmc:m s· ys 1 tha.t there is very unequivocal evidencf that 

irrespective of c:;,ltitude, r.he humcm orgr:.nism in the trl:bpics 

is affected in ways adverse to moral st~'nclards wrought out 

( 1 ) C f • I nno,n , () p • c i t • , p • 7 0 
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in lands of the slc"nting sun. 1:arly contell1im tion of 

the minds of the children by ignort:nt serv&nts, nd the 

easy accesibility of the low class women ~ re other ele­

The yc0n~ men hBve not been taught th~t the 

continent life is consist~ut with heclth ~nd virility. 

The double stc:.ndtrd of morality for men r nd~women is 

generally accepted b"- both sexes. 

2. Recrection. 
-~-- ·-·-

Lack of worthy recreational fe.cili ties for young 

people hcs T>Frticulc'·T fJignificance in vievr of tbe preceding 

discussion. In Colo.D.bi" there is no Y.1£. or Y.W.C.A., 

no Boy Scouts nor ·:::nap FireGirls, no .p-.tblic libr1:uies, 

no civic octivi·Lies for young };!eOIJle. Ho'xever, wiL:in 

la~t three ye2.rs there been & great 2wakening 

of interest in athletics. Young men in v2rious schools, 

bus ness houses, c-mcl socirl groups h<:we orgauiz.ed br.sket-

ball clu1)s; the;::e ha.ve cooperated to form le~.:.gues nd 

direct tournrments. The e;i ~. so on C8.1J.gh t the en thus ieJn 

and they too organized clubs. The school boys &lso play 

soccer footbrll, but thrt is not ::::o ropul::c.r ,)U ts ide the 

scho:;l groups. Tennis clubs for both bays ::end girls re 

beginning to m;::ke their c-ppec.re.nce :=:lso. 

At first a lack of good sportsmrnship was too often 

evident; the referee was in dc>nger if he r1roused i 

will of the c:owd. Games .ve even been knovm to tor-

minate in a fight betvreen tv: 0 t C 2XflS , + ,, rovement 

been id, rnd/undoubte this type of le£::ome 
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etics h2s 8. _reet contribution to make to the mo 

si li:f'c of ther;;e e e. 

3. Position oJ '!omen~-

Closely related to th~ problem of morols is 

si tion of ·;ramen. Here v;e see tl:~1wofound influence 

of the Moor over the Spaniard. 

"The Moorish ider 6f the seclusion of ~omen t ir 
subordinate po~3i tion soci l ste~n h~ s been 
acce:ted by the his desce nts vrith 
almost no chr.nge. amons the Jrs, so in the 
South ricrn t:;tal, the men becomes the center of 
domestic rnd\~:;oci:.l life, and e wornan is P. toy or 
helpless ward. The Gi s of the more pro rous 
families ~ne bro.:ght u-9 in idlemess, a.nd led to believe 

rom infancy that the t'No most import;::mt thi s for 
them in life are dres;:; r;rrria.ge. 11 1 

'l'he situation thlils described fifteen years e is 

being modified, but change from. <:'. CUStom SO deep• rrJOted End 

of such long fst:nding is necessr.rily ;3.~-ow. Mr. Albert 

le :cays in defense of the South Ar..'lericE.n womELn of the 

higher ~lass ·that1mrvvhere in the world has he seen e, purer 

domesticity, a more sincere love of c!dldren, or a more 

honest attem:s;t to le~-o. the lif~ which, ~.ccording to their 

interpretatio~ God intend~d them to lead. 2 

The women have r-n especi<'lly heavy 'burden of :res-

ponsibility for their children. Uany unma~c·ried motl'lers 

have to bring uD the children single-hEnded end even when 

the mother is me::,rried the fat, er ~-~leys small role in 

feJnily life. The mother succeeds in trc:dning the girls 

better than the boys, for the lrtt(r consider her PS of 

(1) Stuntz, H. c., S;uth .A.mericen Neighbors, pp.58-59 
(2) Cf. Hale, A., The South .t'u'1leric~~s, p.300-301 
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inferior sex and from the beginning of adolescence are 

beyond her control. Fr:.mily discipline seems to be very 

lax, and t!le parents often do not know h'aw to control the 

children. An unusual inst:r',nce crme to the attention >•f 

the principrl of the Girls' School in Barranquilla when 

a fa t:her demanded that/she me.ke s daughter obey him or 

he wocild take the child out of school. After the father's 

departure the principal questioned the girl and f6und out 

that she h~:d left her s:'noes in the b0 th room. 

Attend<-:.nce at a Colombian thea,ter reve:,'ls the fF ct 

that the e.udience is made up largely, but not exclusivelY, 

of1 men. The women are at home with the children. \,'/omen 
aLoTfe. 

almost never travel-tin Colombia. The writer remembers the 

difficulty she ha.d trying to ~ xplain to 2 Colombi•: n ·,iome.n 

on one of the ri vc r[boats how it w2.s that si1e was traveling 

un:.:tccomr)anied by r:•. guPrdic>,n of · ny sort. Many of the 

school girls, especi~lly of the upper class, never go through 

the streets alone, but wait till a servant or the fA.mily c~:::r 

comes for them. 

There is very little opportunity for contact betvveen 

young people of opposite sexes. The wealthier class may 

belong to clubs where occe.sionc:.l d.:\nces, cc.refully chaper-

oned, offord social contacts. In connection also with the 

inerea.sed ~-muortance of <?.thletics, greater freedom is 
"' 

afforded in such matters. 

But even these bes;inni~gs of liberty come slowly. 

1'1Iost of the girls in the boa.tcHng depe_rtment of the GirH' 

School in Bz:rranquilla have no opportunity to talk with a 



l)Qy from one :month's end to the next unless rcH~Lnce tney 

go home for a vteek end or re c;e i ve a cccll i rum a brot11er or 

cousin Wl.l.O oears t.:.L~ signed ca .. rd of the parent or guarJ.ie.n. 

Tne nts wou.ld nut entrust their gi .tls to the> school 

under any ot.i:1er conditions. Such a situation is c~rtainly 

unnatural Dnci ere te s other spec icd :pro clems. 

Dr. 1:\oss said. in 1915 t~nat the South Juriericc,n ,;irl of 

the highe1· class w<:~s 11 uever until her ll~£~rria.;e permit ted to 

sgend one ri:..inute alune -.dth a l11an, not even her ·betrothed, n 1 

ment tfWUS.i.1 still e:t'iective in princil:;~e is n..;t ahvays 

strictly ubs~rved in practice. 

S. G. Ir.uncm t11us summarized t.ne situation in 1921: 

"The restrictions of liberty, tnz:.: strict religious mul'al it.;, 
t.:1;:; C: ·o:.:;enc~., ui 1 ri,:;nds!J.ip be t\\reen men and women, t1:1 .. :: ex­
cessive vi;ilence uf parents in everJ det l of life, 
unfit t..:1e 6irl for tue v<::lu_ment of individue.l capacities 
an:... t11e weetin~~ oi the :prvblems of life. Tne cum:;cL;;.uence 
of tnis ~ducetivn is easily seen. If woman is to oe a 
compc:~nion,. to It~an, t1lis lack of equc::.lity ouc;ht to be elim­
inatsd. n 2 

Tile },;osition uf -iiOlTlen in t.t1e eJeS oi tne law is <lso 

reveal in;:;. T.L.Le husb:::ind ov1es .Llis wiH:: protc:ctivn; s11c owes 

him obecdence. ~litw.~ut her lJ.LH30<:ma's consent sue m&.y not 

Llrin0 a l;~}iJsuit, for,;ive a de ot, ta..c'i:e or rej,ect 1:cn inheritance, 

illie;;itLuate cnild lGay initiate legal ir.cLuiry to asc.:::rtain 

The latter 

action Hould endan.,;er "the peace of the lwme". 

a.Lvne tr1,::; J)vWer to d.L .. ,:;ct tue e.i.uc:e.tion of t.ne ctdlci:cen. 

( l) 
U2) 

Ross , E. A. , o p • c it • p .1 7 8 • 
Inw:::<n, ',-:;. ~'.·-. . Q out,, A -ne ., · T ' - - ~ . 0 ~ ~ LlCa oaay, 
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A pupil in the Boys' School in Barre.nquills.. was sent by 

his f~ther to the United States to continue his~duc~tion 

although his mother wc::.s very much opposed to his going. 

There e_.re other great social ~roblerD.s in Colombia: 

infant rnortc:lity, dishonesty, mbli , al~oholiDm are 

examples, but we mention them only in passing ~nd turn to 

glanceft.t theleconomic status of women. 

C. ECOU01UC COJIDITIOHS. 

Dr. aoss, writing in 1915 of Cali, now the third city 

of the coun:.ry, said that a local editor employing ?. girl 

in his printing shop opened the first industri~l op:por-

tuni ty the \iomen of the :plr.ce hP.d known. 1 In thh>!I'egard 

progress has been rapid during the lc-st fifteen years. 

J:Tmtf people complain thE,"t it is difficult to secure servcnts 

because so many of the girls are working in fP.ctories or 

are eng~ged in other occupations which give them better 

social standing and more freedom. There hrs been a great 

demand in the schools for the stucty of typing t=md shorthand, 

·and no1.~r many bufJiness houses employ young women stenog rs. 

}!Ie,ny of the clerks in storest<·re young 'lrromen, c;mci a number of 

women m~nage shops of their own. 

Even nursing shows siGn~s of receiving recognition ~s a 

worthy field. of ende vor. In the past it has been 

rel eel to tl1e ·::;atholic Sisters d no re~'l fesc-don-

C:tl tra. ning, or was looked upon s - (.." s e'Y'V:'n ts' ~;York. 

splendid hospital of United }'rui t C in ta 

(1) Cf. Ross, E. A., op. cit., p.200 
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a.ndla.nother of the Trorice'l Oil 8om:n2ny in 

Bermeja clone much to r::dse these str:md8rds. One of 

the graduates of the Girls' Scho:Jl :tn Barranquil 

recently beg~n training in the well equipped hospital of 

the only A.mericEm doctor in ci t:r. 

The profe:::.> sions of le:vv ict:ne c:,re "- s 

tically un orediby the women of C>::· l0mbia. 

Teechi , e eci in the TI f es 

en te.: 
' 

-'· 
l 

s 

in: 

lo 

;jf 

IDlJSi C • o e foTms of' needlewo core 

likevd s e tion~l methods of ning a. li vl ocl. 

re hrve been ether economic ve 

ctecl in one "'fY or rmother v:oman • 

s of modernity D.re evident even in Colombir 5.n su 

s as tel ones, electric stoves r :riger2tors, 

os, l:rc2do rnd better hi s. 

must remember, ho':,rever, <:\~i Dr. 1\oss points out, t?:l.ot 

these· things msy be in troduc from r.bovc- <-;, stroke 

ch E:i s contract wit~ a foreign rm. 

It is very e: icl ss, 

but +~e rc-1 ~roo¥~ o!~ soc1·~1 ~rc' ~R~J r .. re s·uc~ thin s c~ . v.C-' C, i/ - .L i:> ' ' C, lJ J - ~ - - Jj 

·l'f" • • -'-- l ' t • ' l • • t • r e~ lClen~., popu_rr eaucc:, 1on, _UD-lC s2net~. 1on, , 

tection of lPbor v~ich require the inttlli t co 

e ion of mrny devoted public servents su:Jyported 

vi le:mt public opinior. 1 

D. POLITI CO :T.9;: TI OlTS • 

litic unimrortEnt rt in the 

(1) Cf., Ibid., p.334 
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life of the women of Colombia, for neither there nor in 

c.ny other of tne rer:ublics of South Americ: it' giYen 

the vote. The lr'.st :presidential election, horiever, in 

F'ebruary 1930, vr:: s rmo cr evidence of the incrE si in-

fluence of women. The Conserve..ti ve pr.rty, b: eked 'by the 

Raman Catholic Church, h~\d wielded uninterrupted mmy for 

near'.y a half century. But thiselection presented • 

Enrique Olaya Herrera as a. tional ce.ndidate. He re-

ceived the sup~ort not only of the entire Liberal party, 

.but of many Conservatives as 'Nell. ~'he country ,·ras in a 

bccd way finc:mci2lly, the eccn0mic r.;i tw,,tion vras critic~ 1, 

people were tire0 of government grRft snd misuse of funds, 

c:md looked to him as the only \"72:'ff out. 

Tl;.e lee-ding \Yomen in the m;;.in cities org~:.nized tc 

make their su:p})ort 3.S ·strong c.s :possible. One of U:.e 

young ColombiFn teacher~in the Girls' School in Barran­

quilla addressed a hut~e mc,ss meeting in the centr~,l plaza 

of the city, and. wc:ts in dem<:"1nd to speak at v:.::rious 

politic~l gatherings. Another former pupil enjoyed E sim-

ilar popularity. After his election, Dr. OlayF publicly 

acknovledged his debt to the loyal woDen of Colombia who, 

without the privilege of voting, made their 

for so much. 

luence count 

We see then that ch:.::nges are ccmin; in the lives of 

the girls end y,-omen of Colombia, a.ndk ny adequ2te progrelll 

of religious edv.cation must tc;.ke them into considere.tion 

and a.ttem:pt to meet the needs therein :presented. 



The discussion of t~e exist social conditions 

may be sUJnme~ri 7.ed 2,G f'ollov1s: ( 1) The double s tamlcnd 

is commonly accepted, and immorality is strikingly 

prevalent. (2) Almost no provision h~3.:::. Oeen me,de for 
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the recreationPl life of the young people, but the 

a'riakened interest in athletics is c.. hopeful sign. (3) 

The social c:md legal status of women is mc;.rked by a great 

restriction of liberty. 

The economic situation is char~cterized b· the gr[d­

ual opening of ne';7 OF•Ortuni ties to women, ;-end by c:he 

introduction of modern conveniences which affect womPn's 

work e.t vc-.rious points. 

In the field of politics, though women are still de­

nied the vote, they have succeeded in mn .. king their inter-

est influence felt. 



IV. EXISTIKG EmiDITIOUS: Ii:J)~TCA ONAL 

A. Introduction 
B. National cation 

1. Ideals 
2. Relation with the Rouan Catholic C:urch 
3. OrgFni::=:tion 

<:.'~• Prim,-_ry cduca tion 
b. Secondary educ~tion 
c. University educ~tion 

4. Public 2nd private control 
5. Me tho 

c. 1vUssiorwry Education 
1. :Purpose 
2. Constituency 
3. Self government 
4. Standc:;.rds 
5. Religious requirements 
6. Opposition 
7. Special problems 

D. Surnr::ary 

31 



32 

CHAPTER IV. 

Ji-.:XISTIUG 0v0r .. 'Tl'ITIO"':r,:::t.. T'JT\Urt ~ miQ1\IIT _·;.u - - J.: "' l!,,;.J <11';.. J. ·".i:U.J. 
A. INTRODUC'I'IOl'T 

"The deepest need in South Arneric1: is the more.l n ed. 
The continent VJ; nts character. And cht·'.racter h;:s 
two great springs, education and religion." 1 

We shall proceed in thin chapter c.nd tl:.e fo1lov:ing 

to the exc:t.mination of these tvw sprin,_::,s in the lit_ht of 

existing conditions, considering first thRt of educRtion. 

In our study of national education we shall note the 

educ~tional ide~ls, the relation of educ[tion to the Roman 

CPtholic Cht,rch, the educational organization, public and 

private control of educational institutions, and the re-

vailing methods in education. The second part of the 

chapter is B~ consideration of missionary educEtion under 

the hends of purpose, constituency, self-~ovErnment, st~ndards, 

religious requirements, oppo£sition, and ecic·l problems. 

B. NATIOH.li.L .r,;DUCATION 

1. Ideals 

Pedro Sanz lvia;c~uera, doctor of an~ political science 

in the tio al University in B got~, write~as follows 

concerning public instruction in Colombia. 

"The governors C',nd the congress f this country hr::ve 
al'lf!ays demonstrc.ted their zeal in behalf of such En 
importrnt branch of public inistr<:J,tion, for they 
hs:ve understood that its rrogress and extension con­
stitute the :primc:ry basis for national progress; but 

(1) Speer,~£,South Ainerican Pro~~Iems, p.81 



causes of v~.·rious clr: sses, such as the necessary in­
adequacy of tbe ap=ropriations stined for t~is rur­
nose, ~nd Bbove all, the continued politica.l uphec s 
vvhich c:"fflicted tile country until the beginning of the 
century, had mao.e impossible the develo_;;1ment of r;op­
ular education to the desired degree. But now that 
the winds of actual prosperity ~re blowing throuch our 
land, v1e have begun to dcdice te to it the :preeminent 
attention which it deserves.M 1 

This statement indicates that there is no questio\1\of 

the desire of the lerders to minister to the educational 

needs of their people; but the educ:tional systems of 

La.tin Am rica, like their poli ticel systems, hc.ve been 

constituted on a highly idealistic basis. The notice-

able defect is on the pre.ctic: 1 side. Colombie. has an 

<xtensive program of educr:.tion, but results c..re mer.ger 

and disappointing. Evidence of this fact appears in the 

high percentage of illi tency which is variously esti-

me.ted at se:y:enty, eighty, <=>nd ninety-two per cent. 

We c~nnot go far into a. consideration of the educa-

tional situation in 8olombia ~ithout discovering its 

intima.te relF tion with tte Roman Cc;,tholic Church. This 

relationship -vve .. s ests.blished in coloniPl d.sws,, when credit 

for whatever education wes given belonged to the Church. 

'~'hen its limitations were chiefly those of con temr;orary 

ecclesiasticRl education in Europe, but its snirit and 

principles cPrriec1 over into the republicr·.n er2 ich 

it w2s es ential th~t all the people should be eCuc•ted 

(1) .z.u.era, r. s., Pais del Dorrdo, p.l84 (_ 
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in liberty. The old colonir.l educ tion c:. been 

si to mcke men BUb:missivr. to :mom·rc.nic r·uthori 

in Church c:.n.d 3tgte, r to thi enc' 

ec esi~ tic~l Pnd aristocrPtic. 

J1. study of presen" re -tions bctneEn ~hurch 

~3 te .. s th~ t reli ious instruction :in <c.CC'J c ~- th 

dogm:-:s of the Catholic Church is c sory in 

the ic scl1ool2 .• Nor does Church con!ine it in-

fluence in education exclusively to the field of reli ous 

}n 

of 

truction. Art i cls s 12 to 14 of tl:lc Condo:cdc::.t, 

and f;till in l vi T, inc e tlle fol i 

"In u."niYsrs ties, 
of in E: t ru c t i on , 

:r centers 
ic ion in truction 

direct in c~mf') ty :··i the 
l i c r t:: l :L E:; ion • - -- 'c"'h e [; o v e rrr::1 en t 

e prop ion of i e, ~ contr~ to 
c:nd (contrary) to e respeet ven-
t~e Church in the instruction Given in 

literrry ·nd scien~:ific, ·::, ell ;; r:lJ. o 
ches of e:~1.ncs.tion. 11 1 

r 

It is further stipulated t t£1e t of s ection 

LlStruction iD reser"rcd to tJ~o ' I~T·o-

fes or found lacki in z for upholding its doct ne 

may br Gsed. ~eex·L bo for tlle teachi 

and reJ.iGion must be cles ted church c-uthoritio~;, 

ctic~lly, ll texts are so chosen. 

Primary educution is free for cnildren between the s 

- f seven rnd fifteen years, bu.t not corr;;mlsory. t us 

note ~~ 

·in one of the publications of the ministry of Public Instruc-

tion: 



uEducation, even that\v11hich is 1)rimary, is a specinl 
roper duty of the parents~ ~nd a.lthough the 
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State ought, by nrturcl right, to 1-;el~~ pcrent~> c rry 
out tha.t!cluty, it hrs no ri;;ht to interfere in the 

rn.rnent Jf tr1e fc.mily, in this respect, as in no 
r that has to with -;he control of child~en. 

this ree<· r(l\all ::7ri ters of mor.r 1 philosophy are in 
accord. Parents are more interested than anyone 
else in thelinst rue ti on of their cl1i ren, as is so 
the Church of Jesus Christ, a.nd the repugnance which 
both h~we a,lW~'-YS ::c.:hown towc·rd obli tory instruction 
is well known. 11 1 

3. Org_an_iZ!,a}ion 

We now turn to c.n exarninc:1,tion of the system which 

been built upon the:"e ideals andlprincipih.es. There is no 

such thing a~ coeduc~tion in Colombia except in the kind-

ergarten an~~n some cc:s~s throu_h the sec~nd or third gr~de. 

The chools for boysicmd tho::::e for cirls rallel each other 

closely, however, vrith minor differences in subject m: tter. 

th these considerations in mind, the discussion which fol-

lows will apply in the main to schools for both sexes. 

We now· turn to the course provide.::L in the primar<J schools 

both urb;'?n and rure.l. It is four to six years in length, but 

many of the pupils do not finish even this mes er course. 

More than half the children in Colombia do not e.ttend school 

at all. Articuh:tion does exist bet'Heen tbe primary and 

secondary schools, but comparatively few avail themselves of 

this opportunity for reasons l'b.::::h 'Ne shall note presently. 

----
(1) Quoted by Browning, W. E., and Wheeler, w. ~.,Modern 

Missionspn the Spanish Main, pp.238-239 
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as second' ry school, mee.ns more thc:m the Engli Y:ord im .. 

ies, for these schools usur lly include the full prime: ry 

cou::nse v1hi ch is needed in preparation for the seconc:.ary work. 

see here the close parallelism with the col~ e : ' , .Lycee 

of Fre.nce. The full course usually includ~s nine or ten 

years' work, five or six in the pri.1~:ry end. four or five in 

the secondary. The b~chellor's degree (b chiller), there-

quisi te for entrance to the uni verci. ty, is granted Ft the com-

pletion of this course b:,r the sci1ools ···hich meet r:n-

ment requirements. Statistics for 1921 show•d the.t only 42 out 

of a total of 283 colegios were entitled to rant this de-

free. Hone of -t.he mission schoolf:; ;is f30 pri vil ged be-

cause they ,~o not com;:ly with t~1e reli;ious requiremen s c-

ified in t:i1e 'Joncorde,t. The preparatory depr.rtments fo.~nd in 

connection with most of the universities slso grent this degree. 

~ro other ty:pes[of second<:try chools r Te the no r:mal c nd 

commercial institutions. lTormc:.l t ning is ~·i ven in about 

13 government 4 state normal schools, ;:·nd in :-bout 40 second-

ary schools, :-:'11 hfJ,ving the same entrc-mce requirements as the 

regu~ar secondary schools. Through these courses, which 

o.re five yec- r:::; · in length, the prim2ry teacli.erc:; 2.re t re.ined. 

Advf:ncecl D')rmal tndning is given in P three ye~'r course in 

the Girls' Figher 1\formB.l Schor;l in Bogota .• 

r:'hc co:rrrrnercirl schools o..re rs.pidly incre"' sing in number, 

bui the course is as yet little standardized. Some elude 
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much of the vvork of the secondary schools of the. usua.l 

type along with the comrnercial subjects, •Nhile others 

contine themselves a,lmost exclusively to the L tter. 

The Central ~echnical Institute in otn, the 

schools of cgricul ture, veterinn.ry science, t nd commerce, 

in the same city, c: re othe:c e:zam:ples of second ry ols. 

The School of JJ'ine : rts ~'"nd the Conservc·t:Jry of Music in 

ta,and s ila.r institutions 111 some :1f the ':;rovinces 

(Cl.epartamentns) sfiord rtist:Lc t ni • ec L 1 ec1u-

c ticn for the blj.n~ is provi f in two s ol;c;, one of 

ch is in the c: .. · i t:::'l; vrhile both the blincl. e 

f are pro vi for p ~;chool iYl l]_{Yl .• 

itary f,, ('1. 
t'i.,_J 

' "'' c ""'- 0 in t ,/ 
' c letes the list. 

, but 

vide no tf'j_ eq v2lent to our lih!rcl f s co1.1:rse. 

ever, .-here :i.s inc ed in e: ~~ rofessio 

more of rel ed bP.ckground n our professionsl scho~ls 

Such ~ course ~ y be six to seven years in length. 

T1~c: .L'.;l1ovvin:. .. po.Lnts of distinction bet·w·een L2tin .hJ[J.e:cJ..ce:n 

our o~n universities 

littl . . . 
Dr no un1 ve:::'Gl 0 

unifie::1 

to e profess1ons. 

not f rmer 

. t' 1zc- 1011 or 

tion2 ~P r• "'rrvl 
.J.. '~' ,L /,.J 

c the r tive nee 

'tl(: 110 

no 

sole 

.c• 
O.t b-
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lie tc csn~ri tions to t 

c is rf:ve 1 • uc tion 1~' 

of i:l'e tern ee. r:to 

teaching fnrce re c 

erior o E L1Stlr 1 ins. 

me ns c t~t t tt e e s 

se to sene: ir 

institution of better s • is i. f::) least d.e-

oped rt of -t:e Cc1ombi:.n e:·uc"tic•w 1 

tiv uninfluen ti'' 1 cruse of tte inEd 

ment i one.:. c;:;use of e c s of ldren t-

t se schools. 

Sec ry education is under control of ·L e 

i goYermncnt, "but the ce:p0 tments munici-

i cs, priYRte individun1s ~nd religious o 1za-

tions m2inta.in ;.:;11 lmt two of the 3~i2 seconcL: ry sc:ho 1s. 11 1 

nati'm8.l E.:overnment often give~:; financi r.icl to 

ti1ese s ols. Since, r s e ve noted, the col ios 

usually offer the p ry course in connection vii th 

receive in them their entire stitutinnal educ tion . ~ . 1cn 

~.,. .. ~ .1- • ·!"' •-1-. , i er ..; t·· t""r.l·n·nc· e~ .... v cp Llon O.L l •.• e un.-v .. S.;.. .:1 ~ o. 1. o. 

These schools trE.' the most inf1uenti 1 unit 

of e e:h:tc tiona.l system, and the ter ching orders the 

--~------·-··-· 

(l) 1\mericnn Ne,;,tion Series, No. 5. ColombiF:, :p.29 
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Roman Catholic Church hf ve Cc .. pi tr:lize this orte.nce. 

Probably the best institutions of is type-we exc t 

the mission schools-r-:re under t1:e C'tirection of the vrr-

ious religious orders. Practicrlly all of the more 

importFnt colegios hive boe~rding depcrtnent:::: in connec-

tion with the f~cilities for day students. 

enhances their influence. It is not uncommon for girls 

se homes rre in the city to be 
/ 

in a school c:.s ing 

pupils, pr:,rtly bec2use they thus 2void the c if'ficul ty 

of goi throv.gh the streets to n<J.#'rom school, partly 

cause the rents believe that the children lerrn more 

by being const:ntly in the ;tmo re of t school, nd 

sometimes beC<".USe there :: ':'e difficult relationslli:;Js in the 

• The boys r· girls live in the villages r 

towns have very limited educPtionEl facilities, 

financ 1 resources permit, they receive the test ad-

ve.ntages from th8 bo<:-:.rdi depr.rtment. 

The uni verst ties include one nPtion; 1, four de :p;:nt;.,ental, 

~md one pr:Dvate institution in their number. TheY._: t 

named, the Universidad Libre, \Vrs orgc.nizecl in 1922 under the 

auspices of tbe I,iberc-1 party as a. protest r inst tl:e 

mediocrity of instruction given the pupils in the e~isting 

universities, rnd more especi ly against t~e requirement 

of JH' .:e c ibed courses in religion for entrc:mce into the 

rofe2sions. 

These institutions minister "' J.no s t exclun i veJ.y to r:he 

men. Two um.l.SUC:llly gifted young women in Medellin secured 
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specie..l permission to study German wi tl1 the men students 

in the tional School of nes ich is ~lso of univer-

si ty r<- nk. J.\. f 8'N ring s~irits ~.re enteri~g the other 

men's universities. 

5. Uethods. 

An inc, ui ··y in to he me ds used lzrgely throughout 

this system reve s that the emphcsi~.:; is plrcc:d on the 

memoriter plan used so ly by th.e Jesuit<:;. . 118 Ii12.-

tsriPl is mech:~ ic Jy t<mgLt, the --~u!'il b,·lievet just 

nt tc.e is told, 1md i a not encourPL;ec3. to t£:ink for him-

self, sot m erirl if:, cu:criculum-centered r,·ther 

th<:m il-centerefl .• There[i ~' J.i ttle freedom of chdlice 

in courses or encouragetlent for the development of indiv-

iduPl interests. '::'!Ie idee. of conforni ty in religion 

leac .. s P.lso to confo:rni ty in educ· tion. There re~>ul ts 

a culture of c kind, & de range of fpc ts, but ::· lm:1en-

table ls. ck of initie.tive and/f~elf r lirnce. 

A note,ble exception to U:iis e.dherence to memory p_nd 

tr•dition is the work of Dr. tin. 11i eto lero in 

his Gimn· s io gode:r-no in Bogota. Educoted in the ~it 

St'.stes end Ev.rope, Dr. Nieto returned to Colombia in 1913 

to found a kind erg;:- rten ~:md prim2 ry school in ·which 

11 progresr~ive nethods 11 were to be exem:;Jdfied. 'he insti-

tution grev'i anl;:ozingly, Pnd(in 1919 ·r1ss r:1.ovcd into r• nev'! 

pl~nt ~it~ such modern equipment ~s m~nual tr2ining shnps, 

agricul tur2.l experimei1t fields, sYiimrrLng pool e.nd~rovision 

for tennis an~other sports. There is emphc:sis on self 
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government, ;ihysi cal development, charqc te:· growth, 

socialized 0ctivities, cmd!cont~ct ,~~ith n ture. :Pro ms 

methods are mule secondevry to mo t ni re-

ts a.re apparent. "Dr. Ovide Dscroly of Belgium char-

acterizes the work accomplished as "c rrble ~ith that 
of the best institutions of the anywhere in the ·,vorld 

should go on to s er·,,e r s an e:x&'11ple end ~· model." 1 ' 

This school is alone in its fi elcl, ~ nd a.s yet e.dmi ts 

only boys, but it may be ret;a,rded ,. s significc:\nt of the trend 

of education which will surely become more gener~l in time. 

A }~imler arten which uses the :rvrontessori meth:.Jds a1so e 

valuable contributions in its ficl~ in Barranquilla. 

In connection with s survey let us note the pl ce 

ch the mission schools opcupy in the field of education 

in Colombia. 

1. Purpose 

Th.e prim; ry purpose of the r;chools est:::jblished. by the 

mission w~s to minister to the ne s of the c~ildren in the 

evangelic: 1 com.r:mni ties. Remembering the requirements for 

religious instruction in all the st:::cte andfnom,; n Cc: thr)lic 

schools, one c2n see the necessity of such institutions if the 

life of the evangeliczl churches is to be maint~ined end 

furthe;::-·ecl. ?his is still the chief motive for the contin-

UFnce of the majority of the fifteen smsller dsy schools of 

:primP ry grnde. The four larger dFoy and boarding rschools, 

f f . 1 . "'D t / . " 'L-. t' t ''ne ·or 11oys o.nd one or glr_s 1n 110go co, · nc. \dte o ner "'TO 

(1) Brr::.inerd, H, Progressive Schools in L<:-,tin 1\mericn, p.8 
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in Barranquilla have a brorder mission, for the greater 

the students in these schools are nt least nom-

inally Roman Catholic. There are pl·".rays r. few repre enta-

ti ves of t:he Jewish faith, a.nd ,. smr.'.ll Pro te steen t group 

up the remainder. 

2.Constituency 

Not only is there represent i variety in rel ious 

beliefs, but also vrrieties in nation~lities ~nd back-

grounds. A survey of the bi?thplnce~o~ the girls in the 

Barranquilla. school sl;ov:ed thet the:ce ·7ere re:;re::;entatives 

from Jerusalem, Betb.lehem, Constanb.nople, t, Germe.ny, 

Fra .. nce, in, Barb~dos, Cuba., J2naica, Costa. CG., Trini ' 
' entina, the Unitei States, an~of couree Colombie. 

·The birth:pl8.CC does not necessarily indic te e '1E tion.: li ty, 

and the reign els:ment is ;=:.c;mz-11 in com:varison "t$i th the 

Colombian, but these cts serve to indicate e element of 

serves to differentiate the mission 

ls fr0m most of the others if their de~ocr~ • e 

ve noted t t t'Le pul1lj.c :9rimary schools attr;:-ct only the 

lower class wtile the c legios enter to ruli cli:ss. It 
'. 
1 s Et conrr.~on pra.cti ce in the Sisters 1 schools to have two 

ins tutions entire eu&rat , one for the ri the o 

r :poor. tuition fee in t ssion s 

more :mo~1ern.te t:n:::m in many of the other::::. e Gi s' 3 :::1 

in 1 eF fron1 ee ve -'- 11 s month, 

.8,CC0 ng to the l"lC 8T1€11 t of the il , e fees r 
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, .. ,.; 1: 

t::\re twen tyt,;ro 6.ol rs er rn.on • 

dle clrss is increRsi rer:::ent there 

i. society' z r levels. In 

l e out of four e e of s 

' 
le in 1930 r:::. t o out of s • 

rtion L-: gr ch: i The 

ndjlov·rer clasB girls d out 1 er rtion 

r because there is not money to continue ir 

ion, bec:use their p&rents do no~ reci te lJalue 

further educ&tion for their ters, or 

often comes earlier th them t::"cn Hith the hi er c:Lsses. 

f8mily conditions are other f8ctors. 

3. Self Government 

There is ~- me: r:uTe of se government exercised tl.1rough 

the Hepublic ~ nd tl1e Student!Assembly, the farner the ·" 

iza tion of the bo:' rdi pupils t tter that of the 

secondr ry derrcrt:ment, the eighth thr::mgh the twelfth grc:~des. 

The situation at times reminds one of ,_. republic in the :.·.s 

of dict~.tor, but the GolombiRn teucheT in rse s 

to use such methods r she in ire Gplendid irit of 

cooperation. Prograns c;,nd ;?arties which ; :fford valuable 

training in initiative nd responsibility are a Dart of the 

pro:.;rPm of both these org:>niz<'tions. 

4. Standards 

The maintenance of high standards in school ·,vork is 

another feature which has brought mEmy pupils to the mission 

The teachers, with the exception of the art in-
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structor, e,re err duetes of the scho-::1. They heve cl a 

course in lJec~E.gogy, tr,:: ining in h[::ncl ';York, 2"nd some 

exnerience in practice te1 cting befo e cradaation • ... 

theless, there is need for c. reful su:pervision, for the 

beginners e eciclly tend to go the vw.y of leLst resiste.nce, 

the memoriter method. The discussion method is largely 

used and in mc\J!Y instances the project method he.s brouc;ht 

splendid results. 

An Americ~'n e~Lucetor who visited Colombir- e. nUJ.11ber of 

years ago for the )Urpose of studying the schools for cirls, 

after visiting the leading institutions of this typ~ said 

that ti:e .~,;;1erican School for Girls in Barr~ nquill:::. offered 

the highest educ&~tion ave.ilable for girls "n the entire 

country. The scho0l for girls in Bo t:;, offers ohly 

The course in the B·rranquill~ school includes t~elve 

yeers of i·iorlc, a~nd is roughly equi vs.lent to he cor1pletion 

of high school work in this country. There is more time de-

voted to history, litera.ture, Bible, smdng ancl embroidery, 

.snd English ;~s the foreign langurge, thc:: .. n in a high scho:Jl 

course, while the sciences do not receive s ch thorough 

More subjects are 

represent ecljin the curri culun, but the t is in a mec:.sure citm-

·ansated by the presencE of some ch require relatively 

little prepPration. 

'-'Te,,e int.ereste- on e:xamini'Ig the prospechu3 of one of 

the leading schools for girls in Barr 0 nquil , to note that 
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the courses outlined~comp<.'red very fnvorrbl~/ 1·;i th those of 

the mission school. Some of the students in the latter, 

r, who had l;reviously e.ttended t~he fCJrmer., s d th~~ t 

they hed s:9ent so much time on d;oncing F on le rning 

set :prayers that the rest of the cou:rce vrc s ect • 

Seve of the teachers vouched fnr che s emsnt clso. 

Such ·evidence, though not very exact, may serve to indio te 

a tencency. 

5. Religious Requirements 

In the mission schools it is clearly understood that 

daily :Bible study and at end[-~ nee 8 t the morning chapel 

service are required of all students. Little objection is 

made to these requirements for seferal reasons. men in 

some cases are increasingly oppos to the te~chings of the 

Roman Catholic Church r-.nd think that the soh ols under its 

auspices/devote too much time to instructing the children in 

its beliefs. The mission schonls give re tively less time 

to Bible stucty, Pnd~1enee ere the lesser of the tc.'o evils. 

Some are so indifferent to religious matter~that they carA 

little t instruction their children reeeivc on the sub-

ject, ~ndjhave been r~ttrr:cted to the schools by some other 

feature, such as the op;ortunity to learn ish. Others 

have been imnressed with impro~ed ch~racter of some 

1 in the school arid feel that religious te;::;.ching mey be 

a contri utory element. Of course the comiJPT<:~ti vely sme .. ll 

group of Protestants ere gl8d to 'o.ve 

ble Gle sses. 

ir chi in the 



6. Opposition 

a.tti tude of tLe Rometn Catholic ']hurch towc:.rd 

ssion echools is indic~t 

OF 

in f . 1] . 0 -~ () .. -;"[ l 

n virtue of e suthority which we ~njoy w1 
spect to the persns and places subject to our 
i scliction, we di sapp:cove, conder,m, ' nd. ~oro}d 

name the educationa..l institutions whi fol 

. • 

re­
jur­
t . • 
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"In the first place bee use heir p _ 1s clear-
retice~l, the )rimc~ry r:md second.j.r.r s ols c ed 

Americc.n, for bo./S or for rls, :md · others direc-
ted or sr;onsored by the Presbyteri::n or otner sects, 

1 perts of the Republic.-----" se persons there re 
are guilty of mortal sin and incur the prescribed pen-
alties,vrho lend rid to these prim.cry secondary 
xchools; namely, the directors, the employees and 
instructors who cooper~.te in them; the heads of lies 
who sendWneir crlildren to t1 e :·b0ve ment ::>ned insti-
tutions, the ~ardians and the youn~ people of 
t . . f · . • l l · . • • -'-' II 1 ne1r ree 31_. rema1n 1n Lnem. 

Copies of this ste.tement in fhe form of printed nd 

bills h2ve for several ye~rs been distributed around the city 

pbout Lhe time thc".t the schools :::·re to or)em~ Thanks, however, 

to the liberal attitude which prev~ils on the co~st, they do 

little h2.rm. A Rorn~n C~tholic in the city considered em 

od J)ro::;:-ge.nda for the schools, r-ndjthere is :·t le.,·st one 

crse on record in ich they Pctually dre~ pupils. 

1\. nu.mber of ecinl problems sent elvet.\ in 

connoctlon ith the work of the Girls' School 
t 

quilL::, r doubtless in other s ools ns Tie 1 • se 

need to be c0nsider:~ in fo a progrPm of religious 

(1) Nos. otltyj88 de lP f!onferenC:i.P isco~r'l. sl ion) 



47 

educ:tion. ishone under vr:rious es cf 

l .ar.;net ~.,J_,e~ t 
a---... '"'' - - ' - i i very ent '3ei 

ce.ue;ht is the only of the tra~s tion wn1 seems 

to c:my sti ,,tt~- ed. It seems neceas~ to 

proceed on the be' sis that no one c~:x1 b: tru t unles 

von ve tc: ~-r~) fs to con-

t • 

t c r1J. 

j_n 

ci on n.n 

ne e .:ere written b;; r: boy to his youthful love 

are frequently exchanged, offerings of flovve:cs may be brought 

daily; and sometimes only cr.reful vigilence rrevent s harm-

ful prc:;ctices. 

The intense individualism c:.lreFdy noted reg<rds echool 

spirit ~s of little importance. Respect for property and 

ideas of orderlinesf; are dif:ficul t to cul ti vr; te. The girls, 

especially the boE:rd:i. pupils, com; lain of monotony, ~md 

there is certainly some justific8tion for this criticism. 

Dr. Inman, writing of the educctJ..onal si tL;.c>tion in South 

Americ: , says that there is no place on e::1rth where one faces 

more clifficul t pro"'olems of curricL.tlB"' discipline, and ~1dminis-

tration. 2 It a:ppec.rs from the forgoing discussion that tbese 

1 Cf.Stewr rt, I!'., A Study of Adolescent Developmenf;];):l72 
2 Cf.Inman, s. G., Christic.n Cooperrtion in LB-tin America, p.85 
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difficulties will not lessen ~hose in the field of relig­

ious education. 

D. SUlJllL\.RY 

The follovv-ing conclusions summa,rize the considera,tion of 

the existing educational conditions: (1) The program of edu­

c~tion is extensive, but the pr~ctic2l results are meF.ger, as 

witnessed by the high rate of illiteracy. (2) E~ucation is in 

the rrL in controlled, either directly or indirectly, by t.n(; Ro-

mc:_n Catholic Church. ( 3) The primary course varies form four 

to six ye2rs, but more than half of ~~e children in Colombia 

do not attend school at all. (4f The principgl types of secon-

dary schools are ~hose which prepare for entrance to ·,he uni v-

ersc.ri ty, a.ndlgi ve norme.l or commerch.l training. (5) The univer-

stties afford professional rather than cultural training. (6) 

Except for the universities, private schools maintain higher 

standards and are more influenticd tha.n the publi? schools. {7) 

The prevailing methods are memoriter, mech;:mical, c. nd rna terial­

centered. (8) The main educa tion2_1 institutions are grouped. in 

a few large centers. (9) The mission scho ls are/characterized 

by representn.tion of various na.tion<:di ties, religious faiths, 

end classes in society. In them high standards of v;:ork a.re 

maintained, and progressive methods employed. Daily Bible 

study c:.nd ck_pel services CJ,re a part of· the progrcu:n. ( 10) 

Special problems arisE because of dishonesty, crushes, and 

intense individualism. 
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CHAPTER V. 

EXISTING COh~ITIONS: RELIGIOUS. 

A. INTRODUCTION 

We come now to a consideration to the "second spring 

of charc:cter", namely, religion. We shall discuss first 

the situation ·with reference to the Rom<::;.n Ca.tholic Church, 

emphasizing attitudes toward religion, its historical de-

f't9lopment in Latin Arneric.~, and its present status: social, 

political, and religious. The Protestant work carried on 

both by nationals c:md by missionaries will be considered 

in relc-.tion to its attitude to;;vard Rorncn C:·.tholicism, its 

numerice~ status, the :problem of letdership, its moral 

stande.rds, <and its expression through service. 

B. THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

"The more one studies the religious problems of those 
cmuntries which h2ve as their exclusive be,ckground the:ct 
of the Rom2n Cctholic Church but which are~now coming out 
into a modern life which is opposed to the s~rict in~er­
pretations and limitations of that system, the more he is 
ba.ffled b .. · the complexity of the question. He easily be­
comes l::;ersuaded that it offers n~ore difficulties than e.ny 
other religious problem of the present tirne. 11 1 

(1) Inman, s. G., South America Today, p.60 
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1. Attitudes. 

An inquiry into the religious attitudes I. prev~.;lent 

in Latin .America throws some light on the b1 sis for such 

a statement. In the first ple:;,ce, there is [ group, ad-

mitted to be lar~e, which includes those who are inter­

ested in the institutional forms of Roman Cat.nolicism but 

are indifferent to its spiritual content. Their inter-

est in tl::..e Roma.n Catholic Church is soch:.l, sentimental, 

or political. The rite~, such RB baptism, first com-

munion, and marria.ge, are important in a socic-.1 as ·v;;ell 

as in cl- religious way. The numerous church festi v<:ds 

emphr. size tte socir,.l aspect and are especia.lly attractive 

to the lower cl~.ss reople. For others the historical con-

nection of their family vd th the Church mr,,kes a break very 

lltifficult. The prestige and politice:l influence Oo the 

Roman Ct. th.Jlic Church is anothextpowerful influence, while 

an indefinable fef~.r keeps others in nominal relc: .. tionship. 

On the other hand, many people accept uncri ticr,.lly the 

RomR.n C .. tholic dogma. They me1y not be fLmiliar with the 

full doctrine of the Church, but knowing its dictum is 

sufficient for acceptance. The m<::.jority of this numbEr is 

made up of \vomen. This loya,l ty of the women is an example 

of the truth of Tracy's statement: 

-·---------------------
(I )Cf-ChristiE,n Work in South America, Vol. 2, p. 310-315 
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"The history of religion provides many exnnples of 
the fact that the forces that ma.ke for the under­
mining of rn established order, or for the up~et­
ting of an ecclesiastic::.l system, for tLe throwing 
off the fet c.ers of creed End custom, <:md for re­
belling against spiri tue.l r1uthori ty, make le;:.·st 
headw:,y :: gainst the loy~:tlty of ,.or:wn, their devotion 
to the existin~ situation, 2ni their diffidaace 
about spiritual a,_ sbout physic&l c.dventure." ~ 

Actual hostility tov'rard religidm and towc.t.rd Christ-

ianity in particular does exist in some quarters, but 

indifference is mo.!:',.....e wide-sprea.d. Dr. .P..mE ran to 

Abeledo of Buenos Aires, vtho is n;t a member of e:my 

Protestant church says: 

"Religion as such does Q•t influence, and I doubt 
that it has ever s·riously interested, the lives of 
our people. So-called believers never could see 1n 
it other than ri tes~md ceremonies; unbelievers, no­
thing better than superstition. Consequently, re­
ligion has never furnished to the first-nam~ .. ny ef­
fi::.:ient control of conduct, nor to he second'' Emy 
matter worthy of attention.•• 2 

Dr. Ernesto Nelson of Argentina writes of the prev£il-

' ing religious indifference in thc.t. country: 

11 ---Hovrever, no matter how out of sympEthy a mun may 
feel with the Rom: n Ca.tholic Church, the found[' tion 
principles of Christianity often find a sympathetic 
response from him. This is not a general L.ct, how­
ever for in the minds of educEted men, ~here is often 
no place left ~~ere sound rel~~&ous ide: s m~y develop. 
With them even morality has lost its religious fo.nd­
ation.---1\.-Ten of moral sta.minc::. gener~ lly drift a:wF:y from 
teligious activities as soon as tl1ey discover thc.,t the 
Co,tholic Church is chi:efly a power seeking institution 
c;;.nd thc"t ignorance anci. super::>tition are her most fruit­
ful Ellies." 3 

_ _:_ __________ ~-----------··--
Tracy, F., The Psychology of Adolescence, p.42 
Browning, w. E., The River Plate Republics, p.39 
Ibid., pp.39-40 



vnw, tr..ou 0 .c:J. t1~ey nave le:i. t the Romc:m Catuolic Cuarch s.nd 

nave nu inte.rest u1 ~~net tney call Pr·utestant sectaria~lism, 

yet are real~J attracted tu tae cen~raL trutas o~ tue 

in tlle 6us9el, w~nted to join tne cHurch and become a 

1Ginister, but controversial ~enominatiunalism kept him 

~rom c~rryint;; uut hls intention. 

for CJ:r.~.ist, 11 he s<=:.id, ""i:;ut not£l.i.n 0 rur cunt.coversy. 11 ~ 

A l_)roi;-;ssor in a rwrmal school in Peru Gaid: 

"The kind of reli vn WB would accept wuuld be one 
that eiLIJ.L.Lasized be~.uty, love, ano.. service - one tnat 
tax.:es yuu r:ii'l irom Ie8,r. -- Tesch U:::i a rclic;iun t.uat 
exe:~l ts ..~.if a anu v1e will accept it." 4 

, , 
.T0oe Galvez,a Peruvi::m :;)·..Jet, \;r·ites \Jf his ex_pc:.r:ience 

in sint;; turou0 l:l atueism, tuen a.escrioes uis nevi ex_f)er-

i;;;;nce of f'ai th: 

"I el tr1e need. oi' believing, and I believe in a 
Supreme Pmiler, in a force chis viitHin and. vi'it.Hout 
me, out as yet there has not been formed cieiinitely 
·ivitHin me tile l'el:q;;;i ..... n Wi.i.iCh I ne8d. I 0el1eve in its 
necessity fur everyone wit~out exc~ptiun, ~nu I believe 
t.i1at 1r.-;y spi:cit is at bottom trul.:; C[J.l'is"Lis.~n. To my 
w uf t~.;.in.:inb, Christianit;y is Wf.t.at uas made iJ.W.Uallity 
w~at it is in part, an~ wuat it suu~la be entirely. I 
au. ia 1u.; own We:.J a Cnristian, a,nd I thinK I live 11it..u.in 
tu.c essential criteria of b1.e id.eulo;.;,;y, t.LJ.c senti!L.ent 
E!n.:i t .... e nur1r.;.;, of C1.1.ristiat1ity, but I H<iVe not oeen able 
to return to its rites." 3 

Lw1ej1, S. G., C.nrit:tian Coope:c&~t.Lun in La.tin J .. werica,p.l9. 
Ioia.., ;.J.l9. 
Cr.u:ibt.ic:J1 Wvrk iH Suutn America, Vol.II, pp.320-3~21. 



It is obvious that these Latin Americ.sn -vYri ters are 

speaking sol8ly of religion and Christianity a .. s they 

are wxpressed through the Roman Catholic Church. 

Thisfconsiderc:tion of attitudes towe,rd religion' 

tends to mc-,ke us (!.gree with Prof. H. G. Blakeslee's 

statement: 

"However the religious question is to be settled
1 

it remains todc:w t_"e grec.Ltest nroblem of South 
America. 11 1 · ~ 

2. Historical Develonment. 

A glance at the historical development of the 

1·(om2,n Catholic Church in Latin America throws some 

light on it~resent status •• The religion which 

was introduced from Spain had been shaped or mis­

shaped through eight centuries of struggle v;i th 

.Islam. The Cross had thus~een made a symbol of 

national unity in Spain, it h<-d suppressed c~ll re-

ligious speculation, :petrifying and :perverting 

Christianity, and had become a symbol of war rather 

than of per-1.ce. 

Calderon points out that in the colonies pol-

i tics and econo>l1ics were subordi~ated to religion. 

The t:hird combined the absolutism of the first and 

the monopoly of the second. To preserve the 

colonies from heresy, port~were closed and traffic 

(1) Inman, s. G., Problems in Prn Americanism, p.89 

54 



55 

prohibited to foreigners. The Church was the c·enter of 

colonial life and ~.~overned in the spiritual order. 1 

Unbelievers and sorcerers were sent to the Inquisitio~ 

w·hich was estP"blished in Peru E:e- early as 1570 c..nd con-

tinued in Lima, its last stronghold, as late as 1821. 

This city and Cf- rt;:: .. gena in Colombia were its two chief 

centers. 

The Cnurch defended the Indcians, dared to oppose 

the governors; helped to discipline the unruly creoles, 

to unite classes, and to form m=_ tions. The particular 

contribution of the Church to the civilization of the 

indigenous peoples is well set forth in the words of 

Salomao Ferraz of Brazil: 

"The Roman Catholic Church has taught reverence for 
holy things, has led the people away from the bar­
barities of their primitive life, !uc~s t.s.ugh t them 
chBri ty of e:, simple kind, and has done much to 
promote peaceful living between tribes who once were 
at enmity Fnd ·war. It has implanted ideas of in­
dustry in the minds of millions, suffused the hetero­
genous socities of indigenous Indian life with a 
spirit of unity." 2 

A pomyous, sensual Cc>tholicism satisfied the imag-

ination of the creoles, the superstitiou~fear of the 

Indians, :::nd the cheerful materialism of the Hegroes. 

Novel and sw1ptuous rites were ad~ed to the traditional 

religion; processions and festi v<: .. ls in 8 .. kind of con-

tinuous religious fair, united all races. The people 

loved the cult of religion , vtith its Virgins, its 

(1) 

( 2) 

Ci'. Calderon, E. G., Latin America: Its Rise and Pro­
gress, pp.52-53 
Stauffer, M., As Protestant Latin Arnericc'. Sees It, 
pp.64-65 
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sorrowing Christs, its gorgeously decked saints, .and 

the glitter of gold ~nd silk. 

As confessor, the priest influenced the frmily and 

directed the educ~tion of the children; a~ preacher he 

judged immorality, and even condemned the governors. 

The reform movement within the Romc.m Cc;,thoibic Church 

in the early part ~)f the nineteenth century failed to t''Ugh 

Latin .America, & nd there was little contact with rrotes-

te,ntism until after the middle of the century. 

In Colombia tre Liberal par:jy overthre'N the Cons erva-

tives in 1849 and adopted a radically libersl constitu-

tion in 1853. Liberty of press, of thought, end of 

suffrage 'NEls'~ : .. dvocated. Tile sep2.ration of Church 8nd 

State was effected, but soon precipitated a religious 

vvar. A· later constitution deprived religious communities 
, 

of their legal character and of their right to hold pro-

perty; the St<-.te usurpe;~ their wealth < nd ruined them. 

But exce~,si ve liberalism disorg<.nized the country, and 

Ltt::, eked reli 0 ion Fnd r .. uthori ty to such < n extent thc:,t a 

reaction set in. 1 The Conserv;· ti ve party again triUJilphed, 

and the ratifice:: tion of the Concordat 'Ni th Rome resulted 

in the present dominance of t!1e H.ornc:m Catholic Church. 

3. Present Stn.tu.§_ 

Yle now turn to an exFminP,tion of the present status 

of the Roman CRtholic Church in La~ in Americn, and espec-

i,.:,lly in Colombia in its social, politic::~.l, and l~eligious 

r.spects. · 

(l) Cf. Calderon, E. G., op. cit., p.205 
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a. Social 

Dr. Erne:::to Nelson, already quoted, speaks thus 

of the social stc:nding of' the priesthood: 

"T'.ne Ca.tnolic branch of Christic:-mity in Lc:;otin coun­
tries is one of the crudest forms of religious faiths. 
It ;:;,ppeals chiefly to ne,rrow and selfish motives and 
consequently attr<:"cts very few really superior ch<:\r .. 
acters. It,s priesthood is ffr from enjoying the same 
social str:nding as ministers do in Ane;lo-S0.:t.Xon countries. 
Very few young men of high moral lift.; freely choose 
that calling. The Roman Catholic theologica.l seminar-
ies are being J.,ore and more deserted and the ecclesi­
astical authorities ere at pains to fill the ra.nks. 11 1 

The natural result is thc.t mr:ny of fue priests are 

foreigners; some of them are ignorant znd unsympathetic 

with nation~l feelings an~ide~ls, but others represent 

the most intellectum:lt element in the priesthood. 

Another aspect of the ''oc al signi;t::icrnce of d1e 

Church is E:ieen in its contributions to the life of the 

country through i trJ cheri tr ble or~:~;_.nizr tions. Eo:s_pi-

tals, asyluras, orphanages, institutes for tne ulind, nd 

simiLs.r insti tu tion~have been largely under tne <fl:irection 

of the Siste::-:"s of Mercy c;.ncl like orders. They h·ve done 

t::L splencLic:_ .. ork o.nct relieved a gre<::ot dc.,al of Duffering, out 

discrimination is often mo:de , i::.;<= inst non-Cc:JXl:JrJlics -,;[lr) re-

fuse to take 1)art J.n the prescrJ.bcd reli'-ious cerewonies. 

This; '.titude is even found in tne gD\c.cnment institutions. 

A uember o:t' the Protes tan chu:cc.:h in C J lombls, ;,.s cj ec t..ed 

from a na,tionc:l tubercular s;-ni tarium because he held to 

his o1vn belief;_, tal:C:ccl of em to ot:t:ter patients. 

(1) Bro~ning, w. E., op. cit., p.39 
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b. Political 

"The Church, directly or indirectly, is still the most 
:potent influence in the public ~.f§.a.irs of the differ­
ent South .American countries.n .L 

In order to underbtand such a 2tatement ~e cite the 

words of ex-president Calles of Mexico: 

11 You must understand that in Latin Americah countries 
when the clergy is not in power it is Flways Dga.inst 
the government.n 2 

The Church takes. t:he attitude trw.t it and its 1&.\IS 

are of divine origin, and that the State and its laws 

Therefore the Strte has no right 

to inter re with tbe purpose of the priests, church 

property, or the exercise of judicial functions for its 

own personel. In c se of conflict bst een civil rnd . 
ecclesiF,stical la~rjs, the Church must have prior rigLt. 

The position in Colombia of the p::1.pal representc..ti ve a.s 

ex-officio head of tie dfu;lomatic corps is an illustra-

tion of this principle in practice. Article 2 of the 

Concorda.t bet~Heen t:t1e governrilent of Colombi:: ;~ nd the 

VfJ.tiCF•.n rea.ds: 

11 Th.e Catholic Church preserve::; its full liberty c.nd 
independence of the civil :f:OI'/er, and c ;nBequently 
without Pny intervention from the civil power, it 
crm exercise freely Ell its spiritual authority and 
ecclesiasticrl jurisdiction, fnd conform its own 
government to it:::~ ovm l&.77S. 11 3 

:H'urthermore, UJ.e influence of t.i1e Chu:cch tends[to 

count< rr:ct certFdn liberties set forth in the ne.l:ional 

-------------------------------------------------------------
~tj 
(3 

Christian Work in South Americc:, Vol. 2, :p.335 
Stauffer, op. cit., p.67 
S-:::!eer, R. E., South Americ~ n Problems, p.l37 
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constitution. For example, article 39 of Colombia's 

constitution reads: 

"N? ?ne 11 be molested on account of his religious 
op1n1ons nor com~Jelled b the authorities to ;Jrofess 
belief3 or observe practices con'-"r~ry to his conscience.nl 

Yet there is : case :m record vr.i~en tvw Protest:'nt r.11ission-

aries v1ere corn,Jelled to s;-end ro n1· ~:n' + 1· n · 1·1 t · t· t _ y -- ~ v Ja o 1nsure nr 

they held no religious meetings. In another 1nstance a 

priest ordered the collecting of Bibles, recently sold by a 

colporteur, G.nd_ supervised their burning in the plu.za. 

These inciden:<,s c::;re in no 'Nay typical, but ferve t illus-

trate the point under c0nsideration. 

The ;.::;i tuc;•.tion in regard. to civil merriage is a per-

allel crse. It is constitutionally estc::.blished, but 

the Church permits the annulment of a marriage contrc.cted 

accord .ng to purely civil rites ::: r:.d olloYrs reu<. :Li ic ge 

wtbth another 1n Eccord i th the rites of tht:. Cc::.tholic Church. 

Thus, the only legr:3.l marriage for Romc.n Catholics is a. 

religious one. 

\1Ti thin recent ye~·.rs tbere has seeme:!. to be E. socic:tl c:·nd 

poli ticel renaissance within ',he Hom.c-n Ce.tholic Church in 

Latin iunerica. It is not necessc.ril.y e gain in spiritual 

povver or moral strength but the Church has ail\'akened to a 

threatined lose of direction of national life. It is 

doing everytfuing possible to strengthen its holcl. Many 

of these changes are clear ex2.rnples of the influence of 

(l)Cbristicm Work in South 1une,·ica, Vol. 2, p.336 
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says that this great ecclesiastic:::~! body Veeries almost 

in0fini tely c,ccording to nc tionc:tli ty 2"nd environ;:,ent. 

It is one tx1ing in ::.ngL.nd c:nd another in South Jc.merica. 

In South Junerica. it is one ti:1inc in the cities and another 

in the remote interior. It is apparently un~ble to use 

its resources for ministering to its own people. The 

priest does not sea~ch for the sinner, but the sinner 

must find the priest. He goes on to say: 

liNo ot.her church shovvs such "'' n.nge of variety 1)e­
tvveen true saintliness ;:md. the mere:::~t superstition, 
the loftiest ideals and the most degr'.c.:U:ng pr2.ct i sc :c:, 
the best r:md tJ..c -,·r:)rst. The Church, gs it is, 
can hr:ove little :Jower to stem the inruslung tide of 
materi.~lisru, fnd in itGelf constitutes the gres.test 
of moral rnd relicious ?roblems." 1 

This Church, it io true, does mc:ke m<-.ny appec:.ls 

v;hich re paychologically strong. In the first pl:,ce 

it apper.ls to the senses. A French writer, E. 

Laboulaye, is quoted as saying that 11 nothing in cc.he 
world is SEdder than a Protestant church-we den ben­
ches, dsrk v,·e,lls, no lJicturcs, no flo,sers, no c::ndles; 
but orne, yes much of the sadness which freezes the 
feelings. 11 2 One v.rbo is .·;,ccus tamed to the gorgeous 

vestments, the incense, music, flowers, ce.nclles, images, 

and festivc.ls of t;~,e Rornc::.n Catholic Church con ':rell 

understand the c"ttitude of this~I.riter. The ::;ense of 

mysteTy nd mire.cle melees c:. strong e.ppeal to the Latin 

te mferamen t. 

'rl:ce C.r:,urch also wieldD influence tr:rougll en rtppee.l to 

fear. The threat of Excormnunicc tion doubtles•; produces 

(1) 
( 2) 

Bvery, 
Inm~.n, 

F., Tlventy-five ye: rs in South ArneTic , p.60 
s ...• , Christian Cooperc-·tion in in eric~., p.l63 
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less effect now than formerly, but Lre: tened dismissal 

from work, '· i thd.re::.ral of ;y.· tro , or ostrc:~ .. ci sm fW'om so­

ci 1 circles h2"s served to keep sor:1e from betnqing their 

interest in evengelical 8hrL ti' nity. 

cept~'nce of RomFn Catholic cioct1·ine largely relieves 

individual reppnnsibility in religious mrtters. T.i:1e one 

essential is to &:oicL:: by the v:ill of the Church and follow 

the prescribed course. Whatever gain is attainedthrou,;h 

such a method is at the expense of personal religious 

experience c:.nd development. 

Roman Catholicism is faithful to a. great body of 

Christian truth; the Apostles' C:-:-eed i ~=: shared alike by 

Catholic 2.nd Protestant. The apologist of Romp.n Christ-

ianity never fails to point out the antiquity e.nd unity of 

the Mother Church. The numerous divisions of Protestantism 

are used as a proof of its ineffectiveness ~nd lack of power. 

There remain several other problems which compel our 

attention. What conception of Christ does the Roman 

Catholic Church in Latin America hold before its people"i 

The religious art of these countrles usu2.lly represents 

Chris·t as a babe in his mother's ~~.rms or c>.s a trc:gic figure 

on the cross. He is thus an object of maternc,l e.ffection 

or of comiJ<J.ssion. The typically Spa.nish Christ, (':s repre-

sented bJ Vel~.squez for exc:m:;:::le, is e figure of pure trc:.gedy. 

The representations of Christ in the church8s in Colombia 

e.re in the main positively re:pulsi ve to 'n Anglo-Sc:xon mind. 

The risen Christ and tha note of trium,.1h associated vd th 
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his resurrection receive little or no emphasis. In the 

words of one of the intellectual leaders of :Buenos .M.ires: 

"As to Christ, we hr.ve knovm him either a,s c:m effem­
inate sentimentalist or as the martyr of ~- lost cause. 
If vre are to &ccept him, he must be sh.o~:\·n to us in a 
different light." 1 

"The Virgin, <'J.s a religious person<= li ty in South .t\Jner­
icr~n Catholicism, occupies e. pl8~Ce altoE;ether unique. 
She has come to possess a religious v:c lue more im)or­
tant than th.D>t of the Frther or the Son." 2 

The popular fed th looks to her C:l.S ti~e interces;.cor, c:_.nd 

invests her wi ~~-h that/love vrhich evengel ic<:: l Chris tie"ni ty 

associates ·ci th the human life c::.nd priestly office of \1hrist. 

Though the Hom2n C;_ tholic Church he.s c: keen legal 

consciousness of sin, it hes never instilled the idea that 

sin is morally evil. Sin to the Rom~n 01 tholic l. ,, ' 
.,._; ::_ 

from a str.nd<: rd aJ.l.d is t'O be settle. for by fulfilling a 

prescribed proce~ure. T}JUS to m<: ny in Lcl, tin .b .. meriC!c: the 

idea of Jesus Christ as a s~viom f~om sin has little 

meaning. 

Much might be said about thcicharacter of the priest-

hood, and(doubtless it is true today as it was in the drys 

of Hosea that "Like people, like priest." \Ve must real-

ize too, that according to the teachin;s of t~e Church, the 

priest1:10od is reverenced no m2tter ,,•:l12>t the r;ri ve:.te life 

of t.he priest may be. fie i;:; officially acting, not ;c;s em 

irtdi vidual, but as a representc;oti ve of the Church. One is 

(1) Inmnn, s. G., South A.11ericr: Todr:y, p.60 
(2) Christian 1ilork in E3outh .t-'\.rnerica, Vol. 2., p.326 



64 

forced to believe mr.ny of the sordid tales if im~ 

morality, but likewise one is convinced of the whole-

hearted devotion and the sincere motives of service 

which actuate mr:'ny priests <: nd nuns. 

We conclude then, that in spite of the great social 

and politic~ 1 strength of the Roman C<:,,tholic Church, it 

With a few exceptions it has not 

given the Bible to the people; it has not furnished them 

with the intellectual guidance, tte morel dynr:;mic, the 

social uplift, nor the spiritual power v/hi ch they need. 

C. THJ::., IHOTJ~ST.AifT CB.URGH. 

He.ving seen to what extent thejinf ~uence of the Homan 

Catholic Church permer.tes sociel.y, vie cr-n understEmd why 

evangelicr,l Christic-nity hrs )regressed more slowly in 

Colombia than in sr..:.me other countries. 

1. Attitude tov:a.rd Rom,.n Catholicism 

Let us inquire first into the attitude which the 

Proteste,nt church mtdnt<:dns tov:ard Romc:m Cat:r~olicism. 

A Colombian lawyer ba•:> thus expresse:~ himself: 

*'lJly opinion islthat the Catholic religion should be 
combatted only by setting forth the superiority of 
the Evangelical by mea.ns of an int . .'hse effort c; r­
ried on through schools, public lectures an(_ lit­
ernture,added to the religious service and effic­
ient ecclesiastical orgsnization.*' 1 

Salomao Ferraz has written from F. similar point of view: 

"The evengelic::d missions '<Yorking here ought before 
all else to understend the soul of tlle Roman Catholic 
Church, her ideEls, her 1:Jright side e.nd her strong 

(1) Christia.n Work in South Americ: , Vol. II., p.348 



points, as well as her weaknesses." 1 

Such ideEls have been pretty gener~lly upheld both 

ssionari es rnd -DY na tionE,l v10rker~P. Occas ionr;~lly a 

Oolo:mbicn Protestant minister, who spent hin boyhood <:s 

in a Roman Catholic Church, compares the 

teachings of these ~two branches of Christianity, but 
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spirit of bitterness or ridicule. He doubt­

less feels that e, cles.r understanding of certc:tin iinpor­

tant issues is the due of -hose who come in <m inquiring 

str::~ te of mind. 

The sB.me attitude is mrintained in the Bible clcoses 

of the various misxion schools. Controversial questions 

;;1.re never purposely introduced, but problems sometiues L­

rL:>e whteh make c )mparisons and exple:·.nations necessery. 

1. l:Tumeric;:o.l Status. 

The number of members of the ProGestant church is al­

most negligible in comrJarison with the tota,l population. 

The churches conducted under Pre'-' b. ter i,:.r1 cuspices num­

bered 759 membersfin 1930, with 129 c<:techumens, end an 

average Sunday School attenchnce of 981. There are tvqo 

self-supporting Colombi&n churches. Four smLlJ.. missionary 

groups are re:presented in the Cc:uca Valley, and their ad­

herents would increase these figures to some extent. 

The evc:.ngelicr.l sc'hools with a total daily a.ttendrnce 

of 2024 :pupils are more inclusive than the churches. As vte 

(1) Stauffer, M., op. cit., p.79 
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have seen, they include representatives from ;:_,11 classes 

of society, while tbe churches cLrEw ;:lmost exclusively 

from the' middle and lower cl<--~::ses. At leLst some of the 

reasons for such ''- si tuc:1tion <.re e<- slly discovered. The 

lower clEsses hF.ve little to lose in the way of socie.l 

standing, while the loss of prestige is a serious consid-

eration to the higher cla.sses. The humble beginnings ·.cr.hich 

were necessary in the ev::·ngelic work m: de it impossible 

to provide the surroundings which would be naturally attrac­

tive to the higher clr:.sses, :·nd the methodE; use~i are c::dco.pted 

to the needs of the grou·ps chiefly represent. ed. The f>chools 

2 .. re less openly "heretic2.1n; one mc.y c:<.ttend them 'Hi thout 

being a Protestant or necesc~rily co~Jitting himself to 

FrotestFnt beliefs. Then, too, rrwny parents feel the need 

of educ<~tion for L·1eir children who feel no nee' of religion 

for themselj'es. 

3. Lerdership 

The problem of 1e r.dership is Pnother importc:~nt fe:ctor 

in the evEngelic8l situ~tion. There are, in all the Pres-

byteria.n w·;rk, but two ordained Colombic:'n ministers. There 

are in c:ddi tion q_ui te g number of men v?ho are licensed to 

preach c.ncl ,,-;ho do remarkB.bly good work in view of their 

inadequr .. te tn ining. :Svery ye~:,r tLere :: re requests for 

ministers which cannot be met simply because there is no 

one to send. A Bible Training School has been organized 

to attempt to remedy this situation, but it is temporarily 

closed because of e. breakdm·.:n in health of tf:e missionaries 

in chc:rge. 



The educr::tiom 1 insti tuticns £'l.S well as the. church 

work face this problem of securing leedership. The 

four large schools are ;:lmost al'-sc:sslunder the nacessi ty 

of using some te chers who o"re at le: st nomine::.lly Rorr.an 

Catholic. T'ne.:.e are gr duc:tes of" the schools and re 
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usur~lly in sympathy 'Xith ProteBtc:nt idecls end pn:ctice, 

but their influence cannot be very l)OSi ti vr.: in favor of 

Frotest~ntism ~J1en they themselves take no definite st~nd 

for it. As an ~X8rtple of t~e itua~ion, in 1930 the 

to tal teaching E;taff 1n the B.:_· rr:,nquilla. ;)c:£1ool L~ r girls 

numbered 19. Of these, four werqmissionaries, seven 

'>Yere Colombi.om l'ro te;:> tan ts, nd the remr inJ.n;:; eight vrere 

Romc:m C:-.·tholics. Z.:;f t~;ese ei.ght, five were very favor-

ably inclined to ard Frotest~wtism. Tne rem ining three 

were staunch Cc:c.tholics, ~;.nd on a few occE1.sions t·.·o of them 

use;i ti~eir influence to stir up discussir<ns amone; the ~irls. 

Colombie h~s in large uetsure been srsred the diffi­

culty which mc:ny Latin A.raerican countries face, ncmely the 

presence of v~rious denominations w rking in the s~me ter-

ritory. There i3 no overla}.;ping of Frotestr•nt groups, 

except in the ea.se of the SeventJ:1 Day Adven tic ts; then.. 

L; very little mention of denomin tionaltsm, v7hich has 

proved e. b :crier to so mE£lY L~ tin minds. 

4. !\&oral Stt-.ndc:.rds 

The ch.'.rch grou11E1 h:. ve inei~>ted 0n hi 

dards for tl~eir members <:nd de: 1 su:rn:'lFrily ith Fny vioL tion. 

Whatever else is held e.ge.:funst tie Frotes:fnts, their 

integrity of character is generally conceded. Of course, 
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even ,the d~~ug1:..ter of En elder may go wrong, but such cc:;,ses 

are very exceptione.l. 

5. Servi~-

The Colombian evangelic&ls have found many opportunities 

for the expression of their ideals through service. One 

church assumed the support of the tubercular patient, pre-

viously mentioned, after his expulsion f~om the national 

sanitarium. In the sp...me church there is a missionary who 

carries on rwdical work D.mong the ·.vomen and children; the 

women of the church have long been raising money to build 

and equip e. small hos:pi trl as "'- center fen that W1:1rk. T.ne 

young 'Nomen's orge.nization in e.nother/church pu2chased F. house 

in :Jne of the newer sections of t!.e city, c::,nd h;: s been re-

sponsi ble for mD.intainl.ng E. smnll de:'y school there. I!1en 

an inexperienced teacher v:ra,s tern.r;orarily in char~e, V[rious 

memben' volunteered thetr services to take chs.ri;e of special 

cle.s ses. J\jnew c:Curch organization 71Gs recently effect.ed in 

the sarne cen·c.er, .d th r: nucleus oi memaers from the mother 

church, but v;i th purpose and. opportunity of cxp' nsion. Ser-

vices are also held in another ward of the city, though this 

group is not sufficiently developed es ~et to justify or-

ganization. 

~his does not mef.n that the ev~ngelical groups have 

ahvays ~vailed t~1emselves of the opportunities for service, 

nor fully f~ced their 1esponsibilities. 'fhey have the 

tm~111tr ·;ion cormnon to mr.ny churches of occu.pying themselves 

in ministering o their ovm group i thout reachi out to 



the needy c:~bout them. 

vd thin ee.sy reP.Ch of Barr: nquilla y:L.erc Protestc:~nt 

services would be welcomed; yet no steps have been 
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taken to c: rry on such ·.:rork. The c.t::urch m: kes little 

provision for its young people except through the 

regular Suncic'.Y and mic'c·:,eek services. 

Sympc:<.thy, point of view, end c ;Mre intim:::.te 

knowledge of the Protestcmt ·"·:ork t.Ll2.n of t~1e I~on0.n 

Cat olic m~·ke it very c.ifficul t to present ~-~ just 

and P:.CCU}·r te consider;· tion of the religious si tua­

tion, but what ~~s been said will open U) at le st 

some of the problems "'hich a progr;_=m of religious 

educ "Lion must tu.ke into account. 

D. S UlUi.'UJ{Y 

The following £'.re the chief points ·which he.ve 

been note .. in the discussion of religious c ndi tions: 

(1) The p:::"eVFiling attitudes tovrc~.rd religion ~- s 

rer;resente.:. by the .Roman Catholic Ghurch are inter­

est ,,hic.:n is insti tutiom 1 rB.ther than spiritual, 

uncritic~l acceptance, and indifference. ~3ome 

ere interested in the cent~al traths of 8hristirn­

i ty, but finri no place for llome.n Catholic eccles-

iasticism nor fo~c Frotestent sectarianism. ( 2) The 

historic:: 1 detelopmcnt of Homan Gatholicism in Le..tin 

.1\.mericL has tended o·c~2rct intolern.nce, e:;.cesc.::ive 

ceremonh li sm, andlpoli t i ce.l influence. ( 3) The 
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Church in its present status is chsracterized vy social 

and :politic2.l lNWc.::·r v:hich it .i.1as attempted to strengthen 

in recent years. The Church 1fi8.::C~e s many stronc; ap;ee.ls 

~ut is lac~ino in true spiritual power. 

sm&ll .ue..:r,oers.nip, c1liefly frvw t.~.·l.e Hnd.cile ::o,nc.l li.I\Jer cl3.sses 

uf society, 

le rship. 

e;uoi1,~ its ,(;(;;H;'"'ex·s, .::md to express its i:J.ecls i;:-;, service, 

out it lj.Gcb nu tae n:.:__ ed.s of its 
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VI. :rEEDS OF ADOLESC:::GUT ·JIRLS OR C JLOMlHA 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE 1~EE~1S OF THE ADOLESCJ1H':~' GIT-Q.S OF COLOI\Il:BIA 

A. IlifTHODUCTION 

·we hr"ve now reached. the _point ·:1hen it is necessary 

to consider in some detail the needs of the adolescent 
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girls of Colombia. 1JL<cJ.ny such needs have emerged in the 

study of existing conditions, but there ~re others wht~h 

inhere in the neture of adolescence. These, doubtless, 

are much the s me thelnorld over, for adolescent nr ture is 

much the sarne. The st;:.ndt?rd works on adolescent psy-. 

chology ~c.nd\On the religious educ3 tion of adolescents sup­

ply ample mc::.teri.:::~l on thislphase of the subject. 

B. NEEJ)S RELATI:D TO E1TVIR011J,ffilifT 

·,:,'e have thus far cons::..d.ered the br:<.ckground of Col­

ombia's adolescent girls in its v~rious aspects; climati~and 

racial; sociR.l, economic, e.ncl politic: 1; educr.tional; and 

relrgious. The conclusions :reached through these studies 

have a benring, some in a general, some~n c:• specific way 

on the needs of adolescent :f;'irls as rele.ted to a :progrB.m 

of religious educction. e~7e si:,f~ll proceed, then, to a 

further examin;· tion Jf these conclusions as they CErry 

over into the ~roblem of ~his chapter. The conclusions 

reached in chl'.pter two form 2 basis for the di~3cussion of 



the needs rela.ting to climate and of those relating to 

racial characteTistics. 

ation of these needs. 

We pass on now to a consider-

1. Needs Related to Climate 
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We note first, emergin~ from the discussion of clima­

tic conditions, the following conclusions ith r~gard to the 

needs of the co.dolescen t girls: A re.ther info rm.s.l type of 

discipline is advisable in the class wol'k, taking into con­

sidera~ion the excessive heat of the lowh nds ~nd attendan~ 

discomfort, or in the hi~her ~ltitudes the chillinebs which 

na.turally results from sitting in an un:ta.eate:I room. The 

difficulties of concentration incre~s~ •nder adverse eli-

matic conditions. This should be c: fc·.ctor in determining 

the length o:t' the period 2.nd~he methods t.csed in t_ e cL.ss. 

The need for pEl.ti ence and self- CD n trol.. on the part of the 

te0cher increases in proportion t1 the restlessness or ner-

vousness of the pupils. There is <:· paramount need for J}eal th 

educa.ion and strict observ··nce of the lf'~":'!S of healthful 

living; and finally, appropriate and adequate instruction 

in reg:. rd to _:cubert:: l de:Velopment should be provided cor­

respondingly ec:.rli er ti12.:.1 in the temi:Jer;.· te ~~one~. 

2. Needs Releted to Raci~l Characteristics. 

The needs ;,;hich present themselves in r,·.l;:;.tion to r;:~.cir.l 

chc:.r~cteristics he,ve both a positive; nd e, neg,,;tive bearing. 

An effort should. be m:=:.de to C8.pi talize the good: the cov.rtesy, 

the frierldliness, the 2rtistic spprediation, the 2bility for 

expression, the enthusi: sm, e.nc1
. tbe socie .. bili ty. The teacher 

of leeder snnnld r pprecis, te these qugli ties, cc ll tLem forth, 

give them 8. chance for expression on every sui t~'.ble occr:sion. 
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On the other hand, thers is need for ~ uractic; 1 aupli-
~ ~-

c;::_tion of ide::o.lism, for cc.reful direction of initiative 

and individu~lism, - o[ether with an em~h· s1s on ~oopcr-

e_tion and t!:ce L.ePl of service. There should be <:> ne-

inter:preto.tion of tl e dit;ni ty of li bor, t::w v;:,_1ue of in-

tegrity, indomita.blc pur:pore, loyc.lty, c.;md trut.nfulness. 

'I'he re::lization of t ~e pov7er of personr 1 reJ.: tionshi~-:;s, 

while rn excellen '· tLins in it.: elf, neec1 
;_: -;:,o be co ~_-led 

i th aTl unclcrstr'n<:ling of the v:·lue ):i:' pr1nc1ple::. end 

Chapter three ~n~its concLusions sug_est ~~e needG 

relai ed to social con~iti0ns ch ere ~iscuscc( under 

the three e ds, Eo r;· ls, Reo reA ti on, .- nc1 ·• ~~e I s j_ tion of 

omen. 

cussion of tL.qneeds relate(!_ i>~· the econo11J.ic •- no. tc: the 

politic 1 situ;_'i'.tions. '!e t::-ke up no·.·r t:he · __ iccut•sion of 

theEe v~rious groups of needs. 

3. Need~ Related to Morals. 

Obviously there is need for P soci~l PttitudP which 

would render ippossible such moral conditions ~s we h~ve 

considered. Perh.s.ps it is safe to predict tha.t this at-

titude must come cbiefly through the infJ_uence of the t;i rls 

Hndwomen. As long c;.s girls are re11.rec. in the notion that 

morally the two r:;exes are a.ltogether 6ifferent, the:,_t men 

cannot control their ssions "hile '.'iomen ern end must 

control theirs; ~s long ~s incontinence before marrisge is 

Fcce:)ted 2S ne,turnl for a mBn, as long c.s :. ome \Vi vss re 
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philosophic~ 1 gbout the 2mours of their t.usbc.nds, chc::mge 

cr-nnot be expected. J:., so.ne educ: tion in m, tters of f,ex, 

the develo~m~nt of a morrl ide~lism hich is rractic1 1 for 

oneself and ]OWerful enou0 h to · bolish the 5ouble st2nd~rd, 

are outstr ing needs\of ColOJilbia.1 ;;:; ,Jlescent gills. 

4. Heeds Rola~d _t_g .i:-1ecree.tion. 

The rec:ceational needs hc:ve only been tou.chec.; the 

whole field lies o~en. If one • ishes to keep the ~u?port 

c:ed good. Y'ill of society, one ':~ill lr ve to conform in L"rge 

mersure to existing sociel euatims, but certainly ne should 

be sensitive to ch· nging public ODinion in order to capital-

ever liberty ~ry be conceded for bro deninb • 1 

"LflC 

field of true recre~tion. W':1oleso~ne con tc c t bet. eE:;n -~:r:ce 

sexes ir;; a ret.l need, but full liverty for such cont. ct ur.-

der preDent contitions could only be disr~trous. Ideals 

of self-control, cl:livc"lry, end mor;-:lity .nust fi,;:·st be d.evE:l-

oped and Dracticcd as lib rty is grrdually incre~sed. A 

cc:.refully concE tionec, enviromaent c:nd. ' : se : nC:. ;c;:,r:,'lpc:,thetic 

leaders, caa help to provide the op ortunity for the devel-

o:;ment c:.nd expression of tJ:;e::.;e ideLls. 

Further provision s:i',ould. be mctC:e :t'o r ~eecree tion ·, hich 

involves :DhYBic,,l e,ctivity. ~ossibly gre~tcr V8riety in 

game& 'nd cei'tc-:.1nly the p~:,rticipr.tion of r grec;.ter nu.nber 

of1young peo::;:le should be sought. Recre~tion bich stimulates 

mentc:.l ac ti vi ty is r.nother need, for fe';.r have intellectual 

interests outside t~eir school ~ork. The cultivftion of 

drrmatic c-11d artistic t.r stes might ;;rell have e. pl~ce c:r:1ong 
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~eisure time pursuits. The ne for good sportsm~nship, 

cooper1.tion, e.nd '"· broader socic:l outlook c;:m be met c. t 

least partielly through rn adequate recreatiom,l :progr~.rn. 

5. l~eeds Related to the :Position of \!:)men 

From the considerrtion of the position Jf wcilmen, the 

opportuni i.y for t:ae full development of her personality 

emerges ss t outstsnding need. In order to secure such 

opportunity she ~ill h~ve to show herself c~p&ble of in-

de::endent thought c-.nd action; she must cec: se to be simply 

a slave to the l.slies of her husbc-nd, fc.ther, or brother. 

She should have a prrt ln the directing the frmily life; 

she must shc.re in forming the socio.l code instea.d of blind-

ly obeying it. .A. broadening of interests, c study of hu-

man ns ture, and the development of intecri ty c;,nc:. self-

control in\her ovrn ch2:..rc1cter v.rill help to guide her in her 

rehtions V!ith her home end vnth cociety. 

6. Needs Related to the Economic end Politicrl Situction. 

The gret'~ t need. in the economic c' .. nd political fields 

is educ;:,.tiom:-.1 prern--.ration ·xhich '.;rill fit t:~e ~irls c:nd - -'-

women for the positions of influence which they are c~ming 

to occupy. Dependebili ty, go :;d j ud.;~,men t, honesty, c~dapta-

bility, F.nd Fen adequEte stc:ndard of vc-lues rre character 

needs which should be met along with the intellec~u; 1 training. 

Growing out of the study of the educ· tional situation 

e,s presented in c:t"c~:pter four, r re [ number of needs ·which 

·we shall now teke up. 

7. Needs Related_ to :Educ<. tion..,!__ 

Of the m2,ny educ::.~tionLl needs relating to Colombia's 
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adolescent girls we note the follo~ing: Ap;roJriLte educa­

tion~~;.l f:::.cili ties :=.ho:J.ld be provide for c.Lilciren of c-~11 

cltc~Gses of society, -,·rhetr~er or not ehe indivio_ual fc:mily is 

able to beer tLe expense fit. The previous discussion 

has indicated that ~ere is k great concentrcti1n of educa­

tional institutions ~.n c: fec;c of u~~e lee::diE0 cities; the 

villages <nc'i./t:Jicns deserve more ettention in a.n ecit;.c:tional 

wa:r. The educr.tionDl methods should. be not system-centerec~, 

nor material-center£d, but pupil-cen~ered. Not the propaga­

tion of medievel theologic~ l C:octrincs, but ti·;c C:· :evelo:::=:mcnt 

of character c'.ncljper:enc:::.li ty sl'::ould be the Edm. bxperL .. en-

totion, cliscussion, c;.nd. J!rojectE. s1~oulC.. largely re'};llF.ce .he 

catechetic81 method. The type of educ-tion s~ould be 

ad< pted to t.i"e necdl3 of the individual pupils. 

The discussion of the religio ... s si tw:.tion in chapter 

five brings. -Lo lig}·,t vFrious needs which our directly on 

the religious education of adolescE:nts. 

more specific: lly. 

8 Nee:'\.s ReJa ;,ed t_<?_Rel~~;·i_on.,!l _____ _ 

.uet til.s note them 

A considerrtion of t~e religious situation emphrsizes 

one great need: a vitalizing of' the religious life. There 

is a great gulf fixed beb;een the form:.:l religiour· 0:Pservances 

and the every-dr,y life of the indi vic.uel. As long as religion 

rer1~ ins purely formc:.,l tt.e gulf \'Iill exist, out. y·hen it becomes 

vital, it m11st express itself in moral living ;nd in social 
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Tr.l.e velopment of a sense or individual 

responsibilitj, of freedom to inv3stigate reliGi~~s proo-

tu li~er~te p~rsun~lity. Not sim~~J contact bittl tne 

'1 

'-'· 

JJ_JJ:'i::;.tivn uf its trutHS in tue LLre of 

:.:::0 TO ADOLESC7IIT ::-

of t.heir envirowr,eut::l conciit-ivns, bu.t tue,y s.uare 1L8.ny 

Tl.i.e rle e d 0 1lt: re 

PsJCLlul o6 y of Ac..ole scene e" o., Trs.cy, "A St LK~.J of A..L ~le scent 

DevelupHL:~.,v' oy st~:Ja.ct, "Tile 

Girl'1 oy Elliott, &.s v-;ell as t.d(~ ovo.t.:s s.i:eci1icc-. ..Lly l.'clerreu 

t o in t ue i .,; o t .. 1 ~ t '- s • Tne u.iscvts;=:,iuns oi a cla.ss in tne 

_rec:,tly- tu tnE: ior.mul iun oi t:ais ste.temc:nt of.' t:i:1e nee<is. 

Thou~h it :E not pws:::.:ible to incluci2 in tne prebcnt work a 

full st~dy of ~dulesc~nt nature, tues~ needs repras~nt in 

For the 

(l) Cl:ass in 
J3L>.L icELl 
OJ Pl'o1. 

of clarity ti;.e c-.~mmi.mly accept.::d. 

ulescent ,:;:>e~Fiod e.r·e here utilized: 

II T.i:J.e l:ie J_ i,.:::,l vU. s 
?buinc;,.L'.J in 
.L.<:::lU'J 'if. l;,is_ck. 

Euuc:tion of Ao.olesc·:::nts," 
York, 1930-19~1, conductea 
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namely, early adolescence from twelve to fourteen, middle 

adolescence from fifteen to seventeen, 2nd later adoles-

cence from eighteen to tventy-four. 

1. PhV=sical :Heeds 

From the standpoint of physical needs we may say in 

gener<:-1.1 tht.t 2.s the pre-c:dolescent period should emp::1a-

size ha.bi ts of c,_rinG for the body, the adole:&cent period 

should stress he.bits of using the body. Lspeci<::.lly dur-

. . h . ' th f 1 - 1 1 d t' ~ng 'l e rap~c. g:"ow o ear y ec.o escence, an ne 

reorgc:mize.tion of the midci.le period, a.bundPn t sleep, t:ood 

·which is both appetizing anc~nourishing, exercise 17hich 

gives ~mple expression to tLe desire for activity nithout 

t< .xing unduly the rapidly developing org:::.ns <'~nd sys terns, 

Hygienic li vine:: 

concH tions, freedom from Viorry, <•.ndtprotection from ex-

cessi ve soc L 1 denw.nds are other needs. 

EspeciFlly in the early period . n understanding of the 

body, its disl;royortionate groFth, 2 and the sexual 

ch: nges 'i·hich occur, 3 is essential to a healthful mind 

and body. This ic "L-he time for '.-:is'S guid.ance in rr1at-

ters of sex <nd for the building up of a high ide~lism 

in all such mattsrs. Middle adolescence should. mr-ke 

provision for :cquiring habits of skill, ndthe later 

yeriod for establishing hr.bi ts of exe:ccise \:hich 'Nill 

( 3) 

Gf., Brooks, .b,. D., Fsyc£10logy of Adolescence, pp.l9-38 
Df., Eollingy-rorth, L. s., '~'he Isycholo;y of the Adoles­

cent, pp.6-10 
Cf., Hudi:;ill, E. s., The Intimate l'roblcms of Youth, 

:pp.1:::::o-L~1 . 
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carry over into r.dul t life. 

2. Socia,l Heeds. _ 

The soci.::.l needstof adolescents are mcny and V<c..ried. 

This neri'd should ra.c:-rk the change from :_n ego-centric 
.); 

e.c,,.,tf'~L 1 
to a hetero~society, emrncip~tion from t~e home, and a 

broadening of ~ociul consciousness ~-ndexperience. 'c.,he 

interests aml skills neceasary "to a \'orthy use of leisure 

and the O}Jportuni ty :t'or self-expression of :posi ti vc v lue 

are needs '7hich characterize the entire period. During 

early zdolescence t:r~e cLeveloprncnt ol' c::ooc sportsm<-nship, 

of a measure of independence, snd of self-control, should 

receive s~eci~l ctten~ion. In both tl1e fi:c·st :no_ the 

second periods there is greet need for parental interest, 

sympathetic understanding, and[control through guic\.o .. nce 

leaders. 

T'ne acti viti e:.; of the miclc~le perioc. should stimu:lc:::.te 

the develo:pment of ideals vii thin the group, the v'o rking 

out of a u·dfied code of conduct, s.nci En <'.1 truistic in-

terest in other selves. Tiw uiddle . ndJ:tt ter l)eriods should 

be markeci bJ the OlY;;:;ortunity for using initi:;,_tive, Ln· 

be2.ring res11onsibili ty, and for •;;ork Eiicl(pl::..y not only i th 

those of the so.:mefsex, but also or the other. 2 Later a-

dolescents need guidance in choosLng : e. vocation, C'.ndftre.ining in 

the meaning and setting u9 of .. n idePl home. 

(1) Cf. 3:ollingworth, L. s., op. cit., pp.36-39 
(2) Cf., Rudi~ill, E. S., o • cit., pp.56-62 

rrhey should 
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have expression for thei:::.~ ideals of ~>ervice even through 

their plB,y, and should build up their life stand;::,rd of 

soci;,;.l vFlues. 

3. lv{ental Heeds. 

A study of mentc-1 nee.:;.s suggests first thHt an 

op::_Jortuni ty for\forma.l Echooling e.t least t!1ro'L~Ch midile 

adoiliescence should be t~e privilege of all unless their 

mentality is such th~t they are unfitted to do t~e ~ork • 

. Adole:a.cents should. have ready access to the ·oest liter-

ature of various types. TI.tey should ht.ve op:')ortuni ty 

for deve!hpping 0ome hobby, for incre':sing their e. pre-

ciation :;f art, sJ:1dJfor expresrcing their liter;: ry and 

dramatic interests. The. use of the cre;::ti ve imagina-

tion should be encour,ged in these and othe~ fields of 

ende2,vor. There is need for understt:mding counsellors 

who c~n help with the perplexing ~uestions ~hfu~h are 

sure to present themselves to thoughtful youth. An 

understanding of society's Ettitudes, and the development 

of a r~tionrl b~sis for personal religion are other 

needs. J,'Iiddle e .. dolescent religion is more emotional 

than intellectu&l, but the later period usually arrives 

at a ~Jhilosophy of life vii th or vvithout conscious purpose. 

Religi::ms education is concerned thc.t this ph1lo~lOIJhY be 

r>. Christian one. Throughout this period should come nn 

incref!oS i.ng Fbili ty to adjust oneself to re;:lli ty • 1 

(1) Cf. Schwab ·' nc~ Veeder, The Adolescent, His Conflicts­
and Esceyes, pp.306-307 
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4. Emotional Needs. ___ 

Inasmuch as the emotion~l life reaches its high 

tide in middle ; nd J.a ter 2.dolescence, the re.L:.ted needs 

are very important. 'l'he expres ion of h~c rmful emo-

tions should be avoided, others such <lS those rel:·ted with 

sex should larQely be sublimated, ~hile ~he expression 

of good emotions should be encouraged c- nd EJ"ccompc-.nied 

with 4atisfFction. A positive rather th~n a negative 

[.tti tude should :::lv·u:-cys cuide in the solution of prob-

lems of the emotional ~ife. One needs to remember also 

that emotions aroused ::md enjoyed ior their ovm SR.ke, 

failing to find lrO_t~er expression, ec- sily becor1e imr.1or8.l.1 

'rhere should constc.,ntly be ' b1o.lance bet;:een feeling 

and doing. E~:uly adolescents need 2 constr~~~ctivc 

knowledge ~Jf emotional values; legitimate che.nnelt:; of 

ex9ression should be provided. The buildinc; up of an 

active e.t ti tude to 'f).rd difficulties, e.voic.c: nee of v.;orry 

rbout the future, purposive groups outside the home, and 

an abund2.nce of objective interests will help to niaintain 

a bal. need emotion;l life. 

5. Volitional t:nc]i[orB.l Needs. 

On the side of volitional rnd/more..l needs, the r:.im 

during the entire period sh;uld be for Elocie>lizec. con-

duct. There is neeri for a bro<~ .. d pers:pect i ve, and ~ 

(1) Cf., Brboki, F. D~~ ~~~ cit., p.222 
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rea"liz&.tion of the fact that the go.Jd tends tovn:ud self-

erv~:: tion and~he evil tov7<rcl sclt-c:.estruction. In 

early adolescence there is a special need for an objec-

tive code of ChrL~tian conduct, ;nd for cDntrol and 

guidance of nrturel instability. Middle adole cence 

should be feced with situations which de$ nd choice, 

encoura._ ed in the develo ·men t of right ?1ai"Ji tuc;.l 

att1tudes. In leter adoles~ence there needs to be 

an r c ti ve ncce tc:mee of lei'.den:;!Lip res;)onsi bili ties. 

6. Religious Needs. 

The problem of the religious net::;..:_s of r dolescents 

is indeed an important one. 

middle periods Christ should be kno~n s a ~ersonal 

friend, :Sible; truth -should be me.de .. ttr:'ctive c:.nd 

.Relig-

ious instruction should be grsded ~o suit the needs; 

the Sundcy servises should provide Tiorship, instruc-

tion, in i r2.ti n; t~w cimrch should provide een-

uine :t:'ello;Iship nnd O}:)}.Jortuni ty for expression 

tr~rough ::oervice. All ther: e ould be in a setting 

()f 'Hholesome Christian environment, ,,:i tl-1 sssocie.tes 

t.nd c/mms share religious interests, or-

tunity :fer living free n tural C11ri tian life. 

L<:1.ter clole~3cent neec~s includ.e n experlL:wnt~d 

knowledge of Christ as Savior friend, an intel-

ligent faith in him as the Son of God, and in the 
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Bible as the ~ord of God. There sl·ioulc be sense of 

need for prc:wer cn6 ':··orship. 1 Heligious instruction 2 

that is rec:sonc.ble z·ncl constructive, ~':lree from dogmEtism, 

and under t.C..e di reo tion of intelligent :.:.nd sym})8~ the tic 

leaders ccn do much tou2rd leau1ng young ~eo~ e to per-

sonal conscc etion : nci pr~rtici e.tL~n in the CJr.k of the 

church r.nd ,of the kingdom. 

t£1e r.ctuc:.l c rrying of res:uonsibilities give:. cL ~;racti~e.l 

enJ!he,cds to interest o.nd.Jenthusic.;:;m. All this should. 

lead the young peo]lc to see that Christ challenges tneir 

factions. 

TYro ~<:.ey ·;.rords tl~rcu[;h all t.i:~is conside_r: tion of 
I 

needs should be b.l~nce nd integr~tion. ~t'.Le desired 

end cannot be att<::ined b, giving ;:ttention ~:-o one group 

of needs at the expense of negle:;ting others. P_ bc~l-

anced devclo;:ment of physicrl, raentr.l, socie,l, cnct 

spiritunl life i8 the ideal. There is slso ~ gre~t nee~ for 

uni~y in the life of the &dolescent, c cen~er cbout 

which the ,;hole life can be organized. ·:1 e may s e.y 

that t!::e gre.:c.t neec, --.<hi ch inclur.::_eB the o t:r~ers is the 

integration of character ~ith the life of Christ as 

e. center. 3 

--------·---------------
(1) 

f i~ 
Cf., 1Jie.xee:/, Girlhood .::-nd Jhc'r2 .. cter, pp.372-373 
~f., Ibid., pp.373-374 
Cf., Ibid., pp.243-244 
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N'EEDS OF TRE J\.DOD~S:".:JI~NT GIRLS OF COLOEBIA 

A. INTRODUCTION. 
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Holding before us the view of the needs of the adol­

escent girL:> of Colombia as presenteci in the preceding 

chr..;pter, vre m2.y now -. roceed to <:m ev8,luation of the ef-

forts which &re being made to meet 

shall look to the churches &nd the 

these needs. We 

schools, ~oth the 

Roman Cc-::.tholic end I'roter;tcmt, ;_~n6_ to the homes, to 

discover their rne;:,ent contributions ;sm(~. t') ev~-:.luc•te 

them in the li~ht of adole~cent needs. 

B. CCJ:TRIBUTIOUS 1Jf).DE BY TH:C: HOMM·~ GATHGLIC CHUHCH 

What does thefRom.an CFtr;olic Church contribute to 

the life of its joung peo~le to help them in meeting 

the needs Yrhich Y.'e he:ve consideredY 

1. 'ilorship 

From early childhood the boys and girls c're taught 

to kneel rndjm<: ke the Eign of the cross as they enter the 

church, they follov: through the rit:al of the mrss, c.nd 

are considered as members of the ~orshiping group. The 
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intoning of the chants, the -swinging cense~~·s, the vc~>t­

ments of tr~e priests, e.ndfthe supreme moment of the ele­

vation of the host must produce ir: them c. sense of mys-

tery ~~nd of rn.i re.cl e. Probrbly some go no further thFn 

trlis experience, but for other·s Da.t Otto cc: .. lls the "nu-

minous" makes P d ep impression. The beli~f that God 

is objectively present in the host brings ~ scn[e of the 

nearness of the Div ne to humrn life. 

Such vrorshi:::_; l:f::es a specia.l appec.l for the Nystic 

and for the uneducfted, but it has little plPce far 

reason. Many e,ciolescen ts, in s 1Ji te of ,- background 

of/Rome:: n Catholic training, try to '--i.i scover t.he re­

Lo. tion of reason c;.nd fE i th, ;_ nd c:- n come to no con­

clusion vrhich h:. l"''l1onizes i th 7:ha.t they hc..ve been 

taught. The sense of being in God's presence doe~ meet 

a need, but there ir. fc:ilure to estP,blish the effect 

-,vhich this experience Gl10:.;_ld nave in dc:dly life. 

2. Confirm~. tion 

':.'he scocra.J;Ient of confirm; tion mt.y be consi<ierecl o.s 

partially meeting an ~dolescenL neel. Usually observed 

at the e of t7velve, it makes ·;.,r;.e :-.a.·lescent feel thcvt 

she is no;;,r e:<, full sh[rer in the life of the Cl:urch, i:'nd~r:e 

rttendant ceremony m.c"kes the step en im:0re~osive one. It 

does not involve, hO'.'ever, tl'::e element of decision which 

accompanies entrrr..nce into the membershi:) of r. Protebt8.nt 

church; it is a prescribed ceremony of the 8hurch rather 
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3. Church Festiv~ls. 
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T'ne chc:ncter of the Church festivc-:.ls or "fiestas" 

c;-:n be criticized fr·.)m the point of vie-"' of c.ny possi­

ble contributions to religious life. Notion pictures 

in ir;;::;;rovised open r.ir thee.ters, merry-go-rounC.s, bull 

fights, and lotteries seem to hFve 1 ttle justif'icLtion 

in r:~ church's progn:2m, but they do provide social di-

version. As such they occupy a very important :place, 

especially in the lives of them tdle tnd lower cl~ss 

people vrhose rec:'ec~tional resources a.re very li.rni ted. 

Each uard or 11 ~arrio" of the city h~s its patron saint 

!Bor v-Ihom its chur-ch is n:amed, c-.nc:L e::_ ch church cele-

brates eJmUc~lly the fe~>t~ vc,l of its pa.rticuh.r se.int. 

There is one dc;.y of ~>pecial import<nce, but the cere­

monies u;:,u;: lly -oegin nine citws before thi B clim~tic 

one. 'Yne purely sociD.l feAture .. e.re e.ccom~;an].E:d by 

religious services appropri:=: te to the occe.siLon. The 

celebration often includes processions Tihich fe~ture 

special floats, 2.ndlthe c;: rrying of the imE.ges of tlie 

saints or of t~e Virgin through the streets of the 

city. 

Such pn::-~ctices lc;~y themselves open to critieism 

not only f~om a religious point of view, but from a 
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ever, the chief provision which the .Roman c~ tholic 

Church in Colombia is making for the social life of 

its people. 

4. Charity. 

An observt?.tion of the nwnber o:f oegg:· rs in the 

lare;;er to·:ms end cities , ould lec.ci one to tile con-

clur:lion th<:.t the people must be very e;enerous in 

order to sap]ort so many. The prominent Roman 

Catholic churches even in the vill~ges indic~te 

that the peo~le give lnrgely; the hospitals and 
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orphanages require m&intenance. Invest tion shows, 

Giving the tithe j_;:; r. duty, ;·TIC~. one 'cquires rne:·it 

'f:hrough alms giving. .:.\ s c on f i r;;r t i on 6. o e b no t n e c-

essarily involve a dedication of self, giving toes not 

necesGarily inv.·l ve a dedication of substance. l1Either 

of these Fo.clolef)Cent needG is sqw:' .. rely faced nor pro-

videc. for. 

5. Snecific Religious Education .,__ w 

7fe have already surveyed the ncLionrl edu.c;.:.tional 

system, and h: ve seen hov; the influence of the Homan 

C:=c.th· lie Church hP.s perme tee', J.t. For our present 

purposes ,.e nee . to exc.mine some:.'hat more in ·det1'J.il 

thela:pecific religious education. in the Rome.n Oath-

olio Churc:n. Dr~ G. A. Coe has s careful analysis 
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give Qnm;·nc-ry. m}le nres'·p-"0,..; -'-~ 0'1'' l'nc· ...... lJU.u.J.ll_ ~L.t. " 1. ... , t.. 1,..l Jl.J 0..&. V..L r 1 t~ · J. .,..L e the 

folloYiing: 

(1) 11 Education is the tre.nsmission of ;" .. com.pleted 
faith, not ;artici~ation in the evolution of 
a fe.ith. 11 

(2) "The ·--'2"sa.l l;roccss in this transmissicn is 
intellectualistic. 11 

(3) "Both dogm::- e:mdlrules of conduct s.re to be im-
posed U};on the pupil bJ authority. This nu-
thority, moreover, is lfudgci in living men who 
announce and Fdminister pen~:lties for noncon­
for;:li ty. 11 1 
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tion of materic;,ls in terms of life si tu2"tions, for in-

vest ig,Jt ion experiment tion, I or c'- pupil-center, d 

progrua, nor for the ch:cmge ftll'om outer to inner CJn-

trol \vhich should m:c rk z.dolescent development. Coe 1 a 

conclusion is that the .olic system educEtes a-

gainst democrB.cy. 

Tbc ~·[\rtic.·lar aims of Rom: n Ca.tLolic educP.tion 

t're e:·.s folloY's: 

(3) 

"To fix in the ~ind of the child church doc-
" . ,lit d't' II Lrlne 2.nu( r. .1 1on. 
"To ~roduce obuervanue of p2.rtictil2r rules 

th :ccs·:~ect to relicious 6.evotions c-.nd r·i th 
resnect lo conduct." 
11 rro'" fix tlle s·;)iri t ; nc~u:·.bi t of ; ;).ll, un-- - ~ 

questioni o ience to tr.e Ghurc:n .• 11 c:.. 

Here agein ~folescent nee _s seen to be little 

---------------------~,--· 
Coe, G. A., A Social Theory of 3'-'duc 
Ibid., pp.299-300 

ion, .296-297 



91 

considered. The content is probcbly fEr fror.l vital 

to the pupil, a s tnnda.rd of conduct ·.,:Lich ·::lll func-

tion consistently is superseded by a v:::riety of spec-

ific rules for certain occasions, and a rr. tional ba.sis 

for faith is the l~st thing sought. 

Coe mentions the following fundamentals of method: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

"Habit formation by drill :rrocesses is the per­
vading es~;encc of the whole." 
"Hence the greet :-prominence of memory d:cill UlJOn 
verbc::.l formulae." 
11 Expresf3ion from the pupil t:=ckes the form of 

on of what he -ha,s been' told rather 
then tlF t of •free self- expression! .u 

"Gradation of material, in the pro~er sense of 
gradation does not exist, but rcther fuller 
e.nd fu.n~r treatment of the scme outline, \~ith 
some cnance from sensuous to logical modes of 
im:pression. 11 

1J:emory drill in the light of <:.1-d.oleDcent needs 

should be reduced to a minimura. Constructive self-

expression, _:)roblem solving, rmd discovery c,re ruled. 

out by re1'roduction :-:s the only form of expression. 

Gre.d.""':.tion of m::.teri;-'.ls is one of the primary re-

qui sites for e.ny effective s.t tem1Jt to meet r;,doles-

cent needs. 

For an ev luation of nation2l education in its 

c~ntribution to the life and neeis of adolescents, 

the report of the Colombian Minister of J:;duc tion is 

(1) Ibid, pp.300-303 
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useful. It is recalled tha.t the secondB.ry schools, 

oh include most of the ''"clolescent enrolment, 11re 

largely under pri V~'.te control, so th2.t the report 

s particul.c.rly with the ~rimc:ry schools c:md uni v-

ersities. The c:d tic isms, v<hich might be presu;Tlp-

tuous on the part of a foreigner, ear the more ~~ight 

comine f~om a n~tion~l. They are sug.:;estive of sim-

ilar conditions in the second2ty schools, thouGh as 

he.s been noted, their standards are often !:Ligher than 

thoce of the public schools. 

"The essence of every good system of ec'Luc tion con­
sists in making it possible for the chil& to util­
ize, on attaining me.nhood, ttw li1:.,_ximl1ll1 of his y1b.ys­
ical ~nd spiritual energies. 
11 T'ne honorrble senators end resentctives r:.re 
v.cqu2.idtE;d viith the infertile life of our schools, 
in which <1re ·used proceedings decidedly contr:::ry 
to the psychologic; 1 nrture of the child. From 
the me terial :;_Joint of view, from the inhospitable 
edifice 'Nhich seems more like : prison of condemned 
th:::.n a refuge to exalt developing 1 ife, to the 
methods, progr<:mls, texts, :::.nd tec•.c.he:cs, a.ll con­
spires to deform the personality of the children." 1 

11 The rule is thc-1t in our ::schools t!1e SJ::;ontc-tncity o~: 
the child, his extre"ordinary vitcvl iml-;Ulse, is i1led 
by the excel3S of meteria.ls cmd leGsons. Zxh~ustion 
is extinguishing the powers of the s~irit.--- The 
exnminr;,tions which rxe customc::ry produce 'e: riness, 
nervous fgtigue. The pu::;:lil is not promoted < ccord-
ing to tJ.1e ':Iork ich he 111: s done during tb.e ye: r c= nd 
his s.ntitude for lee.rning, ·but he is ::;ubmitte,:. to 

£ • 

this play of ch: nee and he:: zr.rd yrhich c cc:dl exrun-
nations." 2 

"The majority of the parents he,ve a bookish conceptfuon 
of educrtion. The poorer the people, the more they 
exaggerete the value of the scholPrly tra.di tions: the 

( 1) Memoria del Ministro de Edu.cc.cion Uacional :-1 Congreso, 
P• 9., (translation) 

( 2) Ibid., p.l2., ( trc:msle.tion) 
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t.nine;;s. Ti:u;e used in games is tirr .. e lost. Titlle deuicated 
to music, cookinc;, ure ... uatic sentation, stu:cy tellin"'"' 

in~, carpentry, ~;;.JK. Hlodelins is only ti:t.e lost; tllese 
are are_ 1 ri voll.· tie~ ~Il.i0h al ti_.~.ouc;;n tL1ey mc;,_y oe plee,surable, 

nu Less superlLUuus on tn1s account."~ 

Some o1 tae i.::.ri vc te SCHOols i ur 0 irls O..o sent. a mo:.ce 

picture. T~.cre is uppurtuni ty .L ur tHe cul ti v&tion 

and expression of sTtistic taste L1rou,_,Ll drav;in0 , paintine;, 

music, a.nd needle ·Hork; occasional pro~ra:uJs &.nd plays provide; 

need for pnysical educbt:Lun and rec1~~~atiun is •Lt in a .u;ce:~sure 

tnro 

D. C o:TTI;.I.BUT I vNS 

needs oi' the adole:scent 0 irls, t.~J.e Sunuay ScHool stan .. <s o1.~t 

e.s t:ne must Lupurtant agency of the loc.al c.aurch in tnis 

task. Ob;:;c: rva.t i Jn reve ls, 11-.~wever, th: t 11 Ol'Jen ing "'xc;rcise s" 

ratner tuan a wors.~..~.ip sE::rvice c;_re still tne orue:r of the O..a;y. 

Three or iour n,)FI:Uris ith pro'oably nu cormsctivn .;r tl.~.emc;, a 

Sc.nools. 

(l) Ioici., p. 
.,~ 

:;u • (m ·.--ncl,'tl· ·n) .LJ.::;;. 0 ,.;. u 



94 

and all the others from juniors to <::cdul ts e..re togetHer. 

The Internatiunal Gnii'..Jrm lessons u.re uoed. 

riod is followed by a brief review of t.~.~ lasbun, usually 

.:;y su1.Geone uthel1 t.1.1an the superintendent, e.nd tl:le ;sesoion 

closes \1 i t:r.~. a hy1m1 e:md prayer. 

Some of' t.u.e teac~:t.ers J.1ave ilad exr;e:r:·ience as tcG.cc:i:J.e.r·s · 

few are inexpa~ienced. 

iJ.i t.ne class uruUJS stimulated c.i::J.ierly OJ 1uestions, t.LJ.oubh 

t.ilere is sometimes an ct:PIJroacl. to tHe etiscusb iun c:md con-

versatiun metLods. Tne verse by vers.::: ,;:aetnoc. is sti..Ll 

in Ube in some CESLW. 

One can readL.y see that tne lack of a real - urs.Ll_p 

service, 

vctiJS mil:L t&.te s inst an eftective weetin0 ui ~olescent 

Tlle t8acuels in une Su.uday Scuool n<ccve 

}:JS.ra t l un. It is 

often puurly atten~ed, t.ue stuu.y ce.rJ.tel'S Li L~e .u;ate:rial. 

his uwn particu:lr ~ru • 

Tuere is a p:cepar:::.tion class each ·11:.::ek .Lor tHuse ~.t.o 

B.re lookin<:.> r urward to Cl;.urch me.mbei'BL.ip, ·out ole scent 

""irls .ilc:,ve little pi.ace in a .sruup e.ttended •tiB.inl~ oy 

c;,dults. 
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A young uonen's society ::-lready mentioned in con-

nection 1Tith ths servic' projcc s ')f one church, 

been rather sprsmodically Ective. 

recent ye rs has come to be made ur lc rcely of la.ter 

e,dolescenL::O c n~' of ;_c~.ul ts, so th:. t the early and middle 

adoler3cents feel th~:.t they h: ve little -lP.CS 
. . ... 1n 1 ~.,.. It 

does ;_~ly to some", the o __ portunity for c,crrying 

responsibility and for exrression through Gervice. In 

anothsr Sund: y School an org: nizcd Gl;,'ss of _ dolescen t 

girls (;i ven to i tu members the r(v:c nt ge .,f some 

of ex,resoional ~ctivities. 

sim-

il'-" r to t o:t L;e }~resbyte:tic'.n cl:mrci1. in Llli s cocu1 try. 

The sermon is usu~l in tl:.e ,_::on_ :cei1en i·:m of c,n 

e: rly adolescent, :::·or t: .. e concreg t.ion inclu( ss L.1P.nJ 

~eople of littls educrtion, ~c minister trieL to 

suit his ness .ge to c:e nee sof' the crou:;:.-. In the two 

c· ,, 

lP.rt_;e -- t~ cnd:-'.nce b.y Li~e bo~rs 

• '1 ~ 

L.1 .. S ln 
. .. ., . 

e DlSSlon scnoals, 

t.:_'Ie JnlnL. Jc.er often ccms e:cs t.n.em in ;:ome s:;ec:iEl in 

The~dolescent uirls on rare occPsions h~ve 

a share in furnishing the s9ecicl music, and at such 

times as IJhristmas, Easter, :Bible DEy, ::nd Mother' f, DF.y, 

they h~ ve 8. lf:rger shc:,re in the prof;rP.m and/in decoro,ting 

the church. Grou~ worship, instruction, occ~sion2l op-

portunities for service r~d speci:l ~Rrticip~tion are 
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thus the -,rrticulc:r contributions of the cturch 

service to~2rd ~eeting dolescent needs. 

E. COl~·TRIBlJ':CI I.:J-.DE BY SSI OlTAHY JJ)LCA':;:'I CK 

cLurch .-ork is J.r.rg~ly unCer -~J:~c direa-

tion of tl-.e 0olombia.ne, but thert.-:o h rge schools 

for girls, Yl!ich inclv.d.e the m~·in ole c e11 t ,_) s, 

rJ e still tm: 8} tLe direction of m _sf>ione. __ en, t:t, 

cUscusr:.:ion 

in e Girls' ~chool in Barranquilla. 

TllD s e ses of ~ e work ill first be c~nsid-

~ e to s;ecific rel~Gious ed~c tion, 

n~mely the d ily ch ]e_l services~nd b l e c L s -_. e s 

for s.ll students, norninu; p:.~e.yers EJlci ,v ec lescL:,,y 

evenillG meeti.n'-"s for Lhe bo; reLine;; ils, ~ nc~ t:he 

ChristLn :;:,~nci.e. v:•r Society for a selected t;Toup. 

- 1 . . 
cnc~e serv1ce 1s prhJC:.rily z-. peri o:3 of 

crsllip, for tLc/Bi blE cl.:- sues Y•~ 

-'- c; __ in;: tn.w-

e for gn.(J u;_ or by 

c'.i vi din t ' - 1 f18 GCI":O'J :nto four p~rt6 for th1s t .. enty 

-iinu te service. 

r fram t~e Dixt~ through 

e. brief ta.lk, or story; prc.yer, .-nd r clof3ing hymn. 
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A different missionary is in chc::rge each month. 

The r:.dvnnt~ ge ined from such ~ service &re 

sometimes obviated by sn attitude of indifference or 

r0rely of ~nt ~nism, but cooper' tive s:1itit is 

usually fuanifested. It is the Catholic custom to 

pr£:~Y ";i th the e;:,re ~:O open, nd mc.ny ;::,i rls :persi :: in 

are sometimes t~o long : nd poorly fitted to be en 

expression of the wor~~ir;inB group. Or a tc::lk ch 

stresses instruction and morc:li:': n,~ to oxclu-

sian of inspiration m&y hinder the spirit of orship. 

'Nhen the r;ervj ce is c:· refully pl: nn e.nd e:E'fecti vely 

c rrie._, out, it doer:: meet :c neec. for gro 

gives some incentiv~ for better daily living, End 

light on pr: ctic~·.l problems. 

The J3i ble classes '·.'hich include the ne.jori ty of 

tbe adolescent girls ve been t~ugiit by the mission-

aries ~nd by the he~d Colombian tercher. The genercl 

plc~n of tudy is b· r:.;eci on the Olcl Testu-:1ent for the 

first semester and on the lfe::· Testunent for the seco 

The Old Testmnen-:: studies Pre chiefly of historic l 

chrrP,cter, c:Jvering a r3pecified ·oeriocl for e: ye r. 

The liev-r 'l'e tr1:1ent studies incl e the life of ;Jhrict 

br·secl -:;n the synol")tic£3, book studies of Hrrk c-.nc~~;_cts, 

studies in John, ~ 11 d. e.. c o t1 I' s e :) n T ues1.1s, Id.e l 

Teacher. tere is C)nsider~ble flexi~ility both in 

• 
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the order ~nd methods of ~resentstion due to 

es in the te. ching ~t&ff and the necessity 

. l "\.. 1 of occ~- ;non<l-Y ca,,;nn1ng ty.-o c ~ ~;::: e for ce.rt['in 

subjects. 

se clc .. E;scs < tt t to meet the~e 

rotion~l b 3is for religion, of ::. v lid_ code 

probl enlB is er!cour::·.gec'., cl~ss tiscussions i 

·re 1:JO interu:;ti nc1 lpful often recult. 

of tlle it:::1 :-:rcyer, mem-

berG of tnc group, e eciRl in 

in turn or by voL;_mteering. 

difficulty 1s not so much to ins re r grasp of the 

.mete . l (~ 
~- .... ' s to establish 2 vit~l relbtionohip be-

t-Heen these truths 2 .. nd drily life. ?. girl mcy knor; tne 

a<3signed materinl ptrfect __ y, : ncl yet go to the next 

cJa ss and cheat in an examin2tion. This p:::·oblem in 

essence\is doubtless common to all ChriBtian \iork. 

Morning prayers dfor the boF:.rdj_ng pupils r.re con-

ducted in the girls' dining room before breco.kfa.st by 

the v~·rious resident te2chers, ColombiPn <1nd i' ... mericen. 

The one in charge re&ds a passr~e of scripture ~hich 

sr.~.e select:o, e.nd le 6_r- in prayer. Occa.siom-;.lly all 

join in repe ·i.ing .s, l')sa.lm from memory e.nd in the use 

of the Lord's Jr~ycr. 

It is rn.~her difficult to ef:tLate -'- e Y lue of 

such a. proce~<urefin meetinc; lescent neecls. It mry 
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come to be IJrctt;y L rgely c- Yn:o.ttcr f111wm, for the:;.~·c ie 

rel i vel:>~li t tle V< rJ. tion or g .: rtici tion. It 

seven minutes ithout concentr~ting ~ 1r ttention n 

. I . J..sgo1ng on. -:::::ven so, ::.~ e or EE::ntence 

eir ering thc:m;;hts fine. lo t. On 

the ethel" h~nd, if the attitude is r_.ylxp:.· tic, e1 

devotionrl s rit B~Y re 

day i Gad be 8D incent ve to Chriotian livi • Ob-

biour.:;ly choice of scripture n& ~~e e f 

rt nt f c in dete 

'I'he bo ·· rd ro.re i11 r:.c:,.c.lc~;.;ccJ1ts, 

t the .r- e i ::: ' 1' ;_·.y s . u i e 

necJs must be con3_ ered in s~lecting D~teri ls f0r use 

in tl1 c; g r~ ··; '.··hole. .Jedncs-

evenin 0 mee tj_ n;.:,, 

i6.ent teo:,cLe s. Cons er ble v riety fl 

are introf~ced into ese meeti Instruction, Tor-

shiJJ, and')6Xprc sion, nentionc:d :i. C1e a cr ·;f sis, 

all find a place. OiJscrv: tion h;·s incUc< te.~l tJ.:: t tl1e 

girls e-re 11ost intereste(l ··:i1en tl::e.. .- rtic te nost 

fully. The rcque:-:ot to re or rq;e·. t ble v rses, tell 

e J3 i b 1 tc s to ry , r e 1 r t e ;~ n an e te, tc};:e pc..rt in 2 table:::u 

or drarM:.tization lY !Jed on c 'Sible ::::tory, or furni 

special music 1 nurnber, usu ll;;r elicits ;n enthusie.s .ic 
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response. 

se meetings meet v~riaus needs: a conGider~-

tion in the light of Christian i ls 8nd p nc les 

of problems ich imtimately affect the life of the 

girls, op)or unity for ~or e ;,don. 

A so-c. l_c~ Christian 

for r everal ye[·,rs. Its mer1be. ship '.'c a J:ie:.de up l2.rgely 

of Prote;;:,tant girls <.nd of those cJ,cti vely sym~'E:.t.~tetic 

·,;i tL Protestantim:1. group ~ts smell, 1;ro be- bl v 
.X. ' ""' 

the pos~ibilities of such Gn org: nization ~ere not fully 

reali~ed, but there is very rer l neec~ for contri-

butions ich it could mc-ke. Some of tl1 e member d 

not ?ttenct thetFrotest2nt church or Sundcy ;:)chool; in any 

case, this society afforded opportunity for expression 

and traj_nin[; in ce rrying res pons~-bili ty \'hi ch the Sunday 

School does not < un priuc-.rily to provije, : nd ··J:lich no~~t 

of the girls get nowhere el e. 

2. Secular Educstion 

There ~eme .. in outsic:l.e the fielcl of ecific religious 

educe:-tion "' number oflfr ctcrs in the ·:ork of tlte ;:as;non 

:s:chools which contribute to,··arcl meeting adolescent needs. 

The opportunities for drmnetic end artistic e:;:pression, 

mentioned in conn ction ~ith the other schools for girls 

under priv2.te control, rre provided here rlso. The clrsses 

in hygiene ,, ndjphysiology l)artially rneet the need for he.e.l th 

educ. tion, though they need further develo;ment on the prnc-

tic:l side. T:ne classes in science rnd history often give 
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opportunity for close correl~tion with religious ideas. 

A constc.nt effort is made to get c·.we:y frcm the method of 

memory a .. ndtreproduction to constructive thinking <:md 

discussion. 

The sixth rnci seventL grnc:e girlr.:; hr:.ve a librr.ry 

of s.bout eighty-five volume;:; for their exclusive use, and 

the uprer clrsse2 ve a ;~uch l.srger asr.:;ortrnen t. Both 

these collections inclu· e cL' ssic;::.l c.nd modern novels, 

historicel, biogr~~hic~l, ~nd poeticel workA. A charge 

of five cent;.:. a ~;;eek is l'F de far t.i:w books; on this con­

dition c::.ll hc:we < ccess to tl~e besi- literature both of 

Spain t.md Lctin .:\meric<::, ~s y·ell c:·.s mrny other ·; orkslin 

translation. 

Physicll needs are pLrtial n1et by bc.sket brll, 

open to those :i.nter·e[::,t j, 2nd by more for1m:l exercise:::o 

in ;hich the .,_·hole group pa.rticip<·tes once a vreek. The 

prer-oent progrem, hm·:cver, is f::: r from a.dec~ucte. 

The Student Lsse111bly, mentione~:. before in connection 

vri th self-government, n1 ke s f~ome con tri bu tions toward 

meeting social nd recreftion: l needs. 

meetinss <'nd infor.wa.l progr21ns a.r;- helcl, ·nd picnics 

occur from time to time. Such events give training in 

coopere.ti ve effort, opporti..mi ty for express ion, P.nd prc:;.c­

tice in social rel;:tionships v:hich mc.kes for e': se of 

bearing. 'Yne w-eekly meetings dec.l v;i th problems of 
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discipline, rcpol~t corree:pondence \d th former or 

a.bsent members, obBerve birthdays, and ::_:;1;: n new 

project~~or assembly action. · 

3. The Bo2.rding De~Jartment.. 

In comnection Y:ith the bo~ rd.ing C.e~. <:U'tment a 

fev; fea.tures should be noted also. J~s.cl1 pupil 

has a task vn1ich she perforcs daily 2s her contribution 

to the f.m1ly life. '"' . - t. t . . uv::eep1~2;, d_us 1ng, s e -c 1ng t.ne 

tables, <"nd serving in the dining roJm e"re the c~.ief 

types of work represented. Whenever possible, the 

girl' s choice of '.'ro rk is com3 id.erec~; ~ .. nd the girls 

show R good spirit usu~l~y. 'l'l1o ush ,, i 11 i ng, t:h ey 

are often very carele G, ana persistence end patience 

are required to re~ch the desired Gt~ndard. 3ome 

gain tmvarc. clignifyinc;; labor has really been r:lc;de by 

t:Cli$1eans, for ec.ch pupil does her t;:,sk without re-

gard to her soc-~1 standing. 

The Jrojlcm of inculcating h bits of nertness ~nd 

orderliness has reDresented a canst~1t ~trugGle. J£ach 

girl h~s ~ designate place to keep her Lrunk, to ng 

hertclot!:es, to keep her shoes, books, sev:ing, and toilet 

articles. Inspection ·both by teaci1ers end stucien"~s lJ.c.~s 

proved helpful, but if one chances into a dressing raJ~, 

for eX23ple on Sundzy ~hen no inspectiJn is an~.icip ted, 

it is ::.=11 too obvious th!:-'.t t:ne desired_ ba'\lJi ts do not 

function on all occ sions. In soDe c; se;:; t.be tr2nsfcr 

from outer to inner control seem~never to be made. 
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4 • .Atmosphere. 

Atmosphere c:nd.Jpersomdi ty, though so difficult 

to define cmd C''ndi tinn, do ple,y s.n important pa.rt n 

meeting the needs of the girls. Contact ~ith Christ-

i::m teachers ·;.·no are sympF the tic anclfsince:re in their de-

sire to help solve adolescent problems has been an fid 

in the li vesJof many girls 

The!real apologetic of the r;;ission schooL3 is ti1e 

formation of ChristiEm character. Only a very small 

perc en t:-•.ge of the pu il s become membersjof the Frates tc;.n t 

church, but students v7ho continue tb.rough to g tion 

do r"~lm.or;t alwc·ys develop those charc:.cte:ch:;tic::: which 

mark them as trustworthy r•nd responsible above the 

P.veragc. One of lc:,st year's greit1.w.tes ·wrote a .. s follo·· s 

in ans~er to tl1e question, "What does Jesus Christ me2n 

to you?" 

11 Jesus Chrif;t is t:H: ··.·oro. 8.nd the being which oc-
cuui es the most. im.:-ortm t place in ray life. 'h:c t 
I f1ave read of him teF.chesll!1e his hmnili ty z.nci. hlS 
love for all of us, : nd becau~oe of this I have felt 
for him, -,·ithout knovdng since When, e true love <:o.nd 
great reverence. I know and recognize that he is 
our Savior; th;.:,t he gives us e-ll ;;::e need and\thc-""t 
he helps us in a.ll -.. hich we a~-::k of hem. I have 
g:cea,t confidence in him c:.nc~\ask that he hel:;~ me to 
understan~ him better and love him moLe." 

Obviously, the daily life rather than t~ e wr~tten 

~•ord is the ultimate te;;t. ,Judged thus, ]Jerhaps na one 

of this graduc ting class could mer>.sure up to the/ideal 

in mc:,ny respects, yet ench, thou,~,h still nomin: lly CP th-

olio, gives evidence that the process of integrsting the 
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life 2bout Christ as ~ center is well begun. 

It is difficult to kno~ just what constructive 

contri 1YJ.tions tjr~e homes re m: ~dn; to the needs1of tircir 

adolescen s, but judginu ~· the re~ults ~ht~h are app&r-

ent in the lives of the girls in the ~ahools, they c 

decide ly inadequ~te. '-his is almost neccss<-rily the 

C(Se in e lo· er cJa SG homes .·.here :poverty !~revails, 

·::here tile 1nother' s time is more than fill by tJ:1e 

minL:rum essentie.ls of C<'orint; for a lare,e fc.·mi , ~ nd 

where ,lJc f· tJ:1cr' s influence may be negco ti vc at lee st 

from the point of vien of ~orality. 

T".ne :higher cL· ss ho::::1es provicte nore in the wr:·y of 

tacts. Iiuch ::.s ti·1e parents love t1::.eir csilcLren, tlJey 

often 1 ck t:r;e trainj,ng necer:J _cry to mc.ke t!lent ·::ise 

counsellors. 

or pc 

In some of the home6 there re s cred gcs, ~).t1d 

even tl.te 1Ttu7lbl e ones m: y h:~ve "' .:;i ;::: ture of t£i.e 11 Ghrist 

Of'/t'- e c• ·· r> ·Aec' 'Te rt n ll ..:;; ' u J. ' -~ J'. ·. • If the p~rents ~ref· i~hful to 

the church, the cJ:lJ.ildren e: rly bcc,ir:. 1-; ttencJ.2"nce < t ser-

for things religious. 

~''he ;:omes of •1- e ~nd lower clE.sses, 1 ly 

t~rough ~ccessity, give Some traininG in cooperPtion in 

the vrork of the home. In the higher clr},ss/'nomes ::11 the 

vrork is done b_y serv: nts, and tl'£ children v e f eTJ o b 1 i-

gations or responsibilities. 
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In r11ost P:.;:otcs t2.nt homes ti:1e pa:.cents are n.e.:6.:in0 a 

conscientious effort to 6 ive their cnildren Christian 

In oti.t.e:rs lack of ti1n;:; <:-.nd s uf u.ncierstanG. ing £L:is 

inst a.ttaJ_:un0 t.~.1e objec:tive. 

G. 

evs.luatin0 tue IJI'esent cuntrioutiuns tovrari iiieetin6 

t:ne neeci.s ul t~J.e 

Cat~olic Caur~~ ~e£e :.;:irst nut0d: ~ ~~nse of Gui's presence 

in ireu '-'.; v•or;:,.~:i.p, :cecu 0 :tliti,_,n 01 iileH,eers.u.ip hi. tile c;:-..urch 

A sum.n.ary of Coe's 

.s.nalysis of t.:~c prcsu_;n;us:i.tiuns, F:o:Lns, metuu'-'-s ui 

Ro1Lr~n C:::.tt1olic r;::li
0

i..,us ec;..uc&!tion \Je:;.s IJl'2.bGDL;d 2:1.nd r·elated 

to adolescent neeas. 

tiunal euucatiun, evaluat8d Cll.t2il.; in t;;;:r~ils of t11e 

report of tne Colomoian •tdnister u:r. eJ.u.catL .. n, is fsilinc:;; 

to devc:L.J.f; cilaracter uecau;;,e oi l ts ;;;,te re oty a .;i,et.aods 

is .~~8:6.:in5 valuaDle contr· iou t ions to ::.d.olesc<::ii. t 112 eds, but 

is .. indere-i -oy lack of grad&_tiwn in lc:_.son anu -;,ors . .:.lip 

ma.:t;:;rL~ls, and ·uy insufficient vppv.r·~._,L_,ity for e~q_J:cG::-,:;:,lon 

anct s:;rvice. 
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c,mtrioutivns of ti:..e Hdssiwn sc;;wo1s in the field 

of specific :cc;li 0 iv u.s eG.ilC£3.t.i vn center ~cc~oo.J.t T.ne C.L.ia.:;;-..;1 

service, . 

0L:..<;::r :p.nc::ses wf the t:>Chuol v;or.K: e:.n.o. life 

r;rovide in a mc::::~su.::e for health educc:.tLm, :Lor eccess to 

libraries, ror physicc:.l, recrc:.ativnE.l, c.nd ;:::.ocie.l aGtivities, 

nee. 

s 0 c i c'il , {:.Jltl r· e ..i..l u i vLl s IJ f1 c .L(v:c i) c.dll.\. , 

s.r:lS.r L10 Hu;;.e d. uti e s • Most Protest::-,_nt u..;.i.ll2S &.im to lJI'O-
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CH.r.IT.:C,R VIII. A FTIOPOSl~~; PHOGH..U;i OF HELIGIOUS :C:OUCATIOU 
}i,Ort THl~ .l0JOLE;3CElr~r GIRLS Il~- 1'llli 1\'T.ISSIOl~ 

SCHOOLS OF COLOMBIA 

A. Introduction 
B. Objectives 
C. J3· sic C:msiclcrntions 
D. The :FroJ;:JO sed Program 

1. S)ecific religious educ< tion 
a. D&ily chapel services 
b. Daily Bible classes 
c. 1Eorning prayers 
d. Wednesday evening meetings 
e. Organization for Protestc::nts and. SyJ.-n­

nathizers 
2. S~cular education 
a. Sex educ,.tion 

3. Leisure time activities 
4. Personal contacts 
5. ?o ss i blc develor)ments 

E. Conclusion 
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VIII. 

IGIJUS I .iJI\ 

I 

CJLJ1L~I~~ 

I't .. l.'3 . 

schools 10~ 0 irlE in Cul0moia. 

of t.LlS neeus cuns:i...c.c; esent 

cuntributluns ~iscus,~d ~nd ev2l~eted in cn~pter LdVen. 

An tuderst8dd.inc: uf t1.1..e aL£>S snd of ,,e;rtain uasic cunsider-

atiuns s~ou1d ~rec~dc t ·r·l·e 'Jl~•ont~t·l. r· :.~ .._ ... ,._;.:::; ~ Jl oi tne lJro~rar.a 

itself. 

B. OiL:-.:;:cTIVES 

tus liic auv'-<t Curii:;t as a center. Tnis precc:ss sw.mld 

phE:ses of l iie. The 1ar~er ~issivn schools QO nvt aim 

to P~uLestants of ~11 their i1s. 

is huped tn.::t som:; ill be led to ts~e sucn s st~p, out 

Kl .• n" ·''I" "" (; /1· -r·1· s·t 1· .· •. · ....• "' t. r··l"' '.'P ·)r ·"'- ·1t"' , - 1 , · 1 .. u. "" ~- -• ~ .... ._._- .:: c .. c·r o d rca CfLU.LJ..Sl .;;e D .. .Lso. 
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In any case, objective involves brine;in.;;, tile 

to a re ization uf t:..Llc ir rsogal rsl~tions ~n~ respunsi-

bilitif:s .to God. a.n..J. to t.twir ie,L..i..uvrs, uut t.L.Ley are left 

e to malce tneir v,,n cnoice conccrnin0 t.;..~.e C.i..J.Urch thl·uu 6 h 

c11 tb.ey \dll SJ.H.lW tueir loy&clty. T.ais iusal cllaractc;r 

the raci::d cJ.l&.r:::tctsristics of t.i.~.c: se peor;le, <'md endeavur 

to cvmoine the .~UG.lities uf tile truth-loving Saxon ,;;1t.u. t1~ose 

of tne beauty-lovin~ Latin. 

"full uf 0r~ce ~na trutn." 

c. IG C I 

tu ~~J uiscuss~d, Wlll m~nifest 

and ;;uod viill. 

but it is ~ondarfully ef~ective in sulvin~ rsonal IJI'O b-

lems • .L. 

Tns iiu}.Jvrt:.~nce of pe::'sorEl.i.ty, went1uned. in cu:nnectiun 

lliissivnary e1iort. SUCC2SS uf G..:n·ist iLy in Lhtin 

(l) Cf., ller, G. in tin 
Arne ric a, lJ • 10 t, • 
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ness of t.de person& .. l :i. ties tHrou,:;h -.vhom it is mediated. Tlle 

~oal will be attained not through.naked princi~les nor 

elaborate orc;aniza.tions, Out through livine;, bean:.in13 person-

e,lities Hho v;ill brin,_, t•1e people L1to iuuned.iG.te contc-:..ct 

·;;ith the living, rad.ic-cnt Lord.l 

A third c~.msLiera.tion is the nec=:·ssity for Ec bE:.lanced 

emphasis on t1 ... e social and the l nie ssac;e. 
2 

It is true t there is nu sucn as a society apart 

t.u.e :ce can be no 

transformation of suciaty until 

transfor.rned. .But it is not sufficiE-nt tv ..::lvint out only 

ti..~.e inci.i vidue,l oppurtuni ties a.nd respu11si oil i ties i11vol ved 

The study oi social cunu.itivns has suo\m 

t:nat there is iJ.rec: t need for reform in variuus lines. It 

is a special problem, then, ol relic;iv,<S eo.uco::~tion to p1··esent 

the messa_.;e to the i11d.ividual in such a YiEY that the ei cts 

will reach out fro.;. him to his c.:.ssocic:.tes, and finally 

permeate society. 

D. T:fl1i: Hi.OPOS"3D PROGRAM 

(1) Cf. 
(2) Cf. 
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ctlC:l ed~ ir1 

previou contri tions 

meeti adoles-

cent needs. previously noted, in uOl 

re re only four lrrbe mis:ion scho s, t~o for 

byys, ent is 

included in er· n f' tl:e s c. GCllocls 

r ::-e unc'.er tLe 

(lirection of ~olombir.;.ns, ~.·.·i·th '· ue; sure of 111ission 

oversight in some c:ses. Obviously, he fullest 

op:ortunity for ·orki 

1 ... • j~ 
ec,uc 01onA rese:lhted in t11e lr.rge, \'Te£1 org nizcd 

scho :1ls. Jio r ti.i ~3 rec f:', on the p opo sed progrc:m 

ill be presente~ ~ith speci~l reference to the sit-

u: tion in the Girls' school in B;·.rr: nquill~. This 

school i :3 
' ., . - , .... .)... 

~ne one 1n Bo 0 ta, ou~, con-

ditions rre in the n so sinilar th~t ~ith mfunor 

Cil8.11':::,es t;lc pro;;rz-:m here pre: en ted could be c-o.d.:,.rted 

for use tn the other school &lso. 

ic tion 

of the forgoing study to a specific s1tu~tion. 

1. Gpecif_i_q_ Heligious :F;Cuo.ation 

The daily chapel ervicas and :Sible cl<sses ere 

es2enti2l D~rts of the total progr;::m of religious ed-

Eence ey are included in the proposed 

progr:::m, but · i th some sug,~'cstions foY' tl1eir increr,sed 

effectiveness. 
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a. Da.ily Cha·oel Service 

anc.~. ide <:""-1 s • 

C.C.i.ELr of e. :p&rticu.lc:.r cl<:ss, t::nd tile l;larLlin6 oi tne ;.;;or-

s.~.1ip service Ir::i,;:;: .. t well be a :project to ·oe "ork;:;d out in 

tha Eiole clc::..ss u::1:ier the J;Uidance oi tile ·ceac:!ler. It 

Vlould be 11 i se, dv uutle s s, to be gin ,, ita tne hic;he s t class 

and let tne otJ.1e:r·s ta"'~e their t-urn in Q2S,;eiL .. inc;; u r. 

Sucn a service wi~1t inc~uue a 3i0le btury tul~ oy 

une o:f tu.e .;irls, vr· ii t • .~.s s...::lectl .. Hl cu'""S\:;n wer·e wi 

C0illa oa £ead ~~ v~riuus ~irls. 

0 
.. , 

(, usaa eiJ.ectively 

The use oi set pr:.:.yers we:m-

orized oy t.ne .:;:coup c,;..Jul<.:J. be unVIise bece.use of ttJ.e excescive 

use of ~uis practice by the Roman Cat..nulic Church. 

A few of the older c.,irls c:.re cs~pc:dJle or lec:.din.::; in 

puulic prc;yer in .::.t si,liiJle c:.na Ui[;ni:L ied H.~.an.ner; the class 

e:~:p:,.;·essed 0y their lc 21' in her~ o\m \'iu.:cci.s. 

Sll,:..:,.estivns C:O.r' o~ ·fv·;;>lu.·; l·n ver"-"t·'S J··(·o·JJ'·; i·,.l..::. ., __ - .... \,; - ........ ,.\. - .....,...,. -.... .. ... u........ ].JSf;__.LiLS, 
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Protest~nt and Catholic. The class w0uld probaoly wish 

at times to ask a taacher to le in p:;:';=;.yer. 

Student Assembly 'iid oe,:;in t.i.1e custom lc:";;;t year of Havin~ 

one special number a week, and the results \;ere ver'.; much 

wor·th v;.u.ile. The entire 6 roup has soffietLnas learned son~s 

not incl LHied in t.~.;.e ret;;ulo.r .:.~.ymn&..l. 

int;:;rest in suc.tl 1.ork, •)Ut t.:le ill invulvea. ili learnint;; 

the .l:ljH.Ul .~. ... &5 ot coul'Se ::w glace in tne '<Vurs ...... i:p s.,:;rvice 

iteelf. A s::lectL.m '.:.dci1 would be appr·o:;_;:cLte for t.ue 

ovided ;J;_/ one of t.i:J.ese clc::"sses. 

use of a t ~ 2i& srtuuld be c~reiul nut tu ~eproauce ner 

class room procedure. 

ions is ona vi t1!e JGost effective 

1ue-cao.is of prc;:;;:;ntatiun. If a 3ible verse is to us.::d 

to lead up to it :ce:.t~1er t.t.J.c..n tu oc~.in -,;lt~l it. 0oviuu.sl.;, 

needs, int:rests cJ.nd :;?robleifiS 01 tne .;roup. 

The introductiun of a story, respunsive or antipnon~l 

sc::'ipture re ing, ur tne use of :: h.; rrm as t1e center· or 

tae ,.ors.nlp serYice mP.y replace L1e talk Ecnci help J;iVe to 

interest e eci~lly of ~Jolescents. T1:..cse 
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tn~t 
tne e;.irls~ Vi.u.ich V<:L11 orv:;_G.en their· ,~uri:dms _._nQ .:. he t!l·cm 

1;;.).Lr;::;_,;s3s uf the J..ivc:s of reat CrlristL:.ns of c.l1 times. 

Tile :hymns silv - ~e c ~efully selected in or~~r to 

rully. 

I' l'uifl it. 



,, 

llS 

The plB.nninc; of ti1e worsuip service in tne i3i ole cl& ss 

~ni 0nt. exert a helplul influence tl.~..;:;:L·e by i.ncrea ine; inter·est 

and. :t.Jrovia.inc;; an exa41.ple uf correla ti 011 oe t-v>een t.~..ie se class::.: s 

b. Daily Bi-ole Cle,sses 

A c:citical exa""inati 0n of the ork of tile Bible clc.sses 

S11ows that it iz if11p-.~rtant to stress t.i:1e nec,,ssity of' c1 .. uos-

fiLite aiffi iur each lesson period. 

c:cov1a. out tae life-centered aim. 

conduct or devel~ t of character is tuo 0 2neral to oe 

riud. 

-.~n tne ~ire- oolefu oacu and. on pu~~l-centered activity. 

T£.13 s2 tv..ro 

:materi as such still holds a ace .LJ.ic;ne:r th<:~n it uest:rves. 

The procedu:ce ila.s usuc:illy been to select c.::l~ta.in materia.l 

tor study by a c.,iven oup anill t£..cen to s .:;; wnat the pup1ls 

can t out oi it, r&.tner than tu m;::;_ke a stuuy or t..:1e needs, 

interests, 

ilieetin.; tne needs. 

in cunnection ~itu )Upil-centered activity. Some drarn;:,ti-

zati-.~n, cnart, and nuteoouk ~ork s involved e~ellients uf 

s t l une:,ole if tlJ..L t;;; ctilliq_ue 

ilas been fully employed. 
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in t~e para~r~phs iul~uwin6 would provi~e o~purtunity ~~r 

t.i.J.e usc: uf a v;:;r·iet;y u:f n~c tL;..is, YJuUlc~ oe _;_if ::..-c;:;ntered, 

il ::c;ctivity. Ti.1.e antire cuur:::c 

.de:;at 02 ~cmrked. uL,t s"s a project, or t.uc oackc,rou.nci stLtCi.J 

cou1C:l b;:; 01 snutuer G.)lpe ::1it.L ::,;rojects brvUt:,LJ.t Ll ;:,t 

apprup~iate ~uJ.nts. 

of fol ..... owinu Lae c<sua.l c..;u.rse in Ulu. Testan.ent •LLstvry 

a st 

tJ..~.e J3iole. '?Lis st~dy mit;;ht invul ve lc =- pill 0 a n"' teoook, 

collectin;; pictc.~::.:es, or ciraxli&,tizin0 ccr'ts.in bCen.es. T1.J.G re 

ci 

T!i,:J Cv .. d.'Se Sw.JUlc1 Ii:u..t it;:; L:~i.wc.X in SOlilG 

firllte :servi;.;e1ul e 

ce:;nter &.OvL~t tnc I un:uat.iun ul c- cuo.e ui' cunJuct •. nich is 

socir.d1y anc. rc;li 0 L .. usl,:; valid. The ,~roup cvul9, discuss 

and furmul<:.te a provisional code en~. tm:n .:;,O into tw:; 

the epistles, 

to fiwi the oearin0 uf tncs,:; on t.l:J.c;ir s:::_.:;eciiic p:.cobl;.:;·ms. 

A :cevisiun ol ti:1e tem1lurary code ,.uulc.. cu.lt.Wt~,:.sb ue 
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nectSS2l'Y as tJ:.te study pru 0 :ressed. 

T1:tis stuciy snuu.Ld. oe &~ccum.Je:~nled i...i.; <..:e.:cci ul ooserve.tivn 

on tile p0r·t o1 t:ne 1JUJ)lls vl their uwn cvno.uct c:~nd th<":.t of 

wnicn serve to stren~then ur chsnGe t,k cuncl~siuns &lread.y 

reached, or of anything wnich h~s a ~earing on tue points 

und2r discussion. 

Tuis ty1~e of study .::;i ve s a sp.Len0. iu u_fJport ... wij;y for 

a correlation bet·.:een tw.:: individuC::.l ':: .. nd sucial i.it_;:Jlicc.:.tions 

A criticisli."J uf ex:t tine; conuitiu:as in ;;,oci. _ _c;ty wit~l cun­

structive su.b~C::stiuns :tor ilLpl·uve.:J.c;;Ht id 0 Ht naturally relate 

itself tu tue discusLiun. Tr.~.e r·esults ui ;;;.uc.:u a cuu:r:se 

ii~ir,;:L1t lec,d tv suu:.e specific p:roje::ct ui s~:rvice, out vihet.u.er 

or li'Jt tuis is inv;.;l ved, tne ,,,uti v&t i un of ti.1e cvurse; should 

·oe such thc:"t the cunclusions reached will affect cunstn:wt­

ively the cunduct 01 the members of ti& class. 

Such 1r;;;:: tiwds <::1S t.i:1u ... e SUf£v~ s tsd in ti:1e se tv:o :s:..c.ans 

would. b:r·in.; t..Ltc lJU:;lls 1nto contact wit.r.t. tlle 3iolicc..~l Inater­

ials irou1 a new l; .... int of vi~w, c'i.Yld -,;ould -JuUutless r·esult 

in increased interest. Tuis is especially LL_pwrtsnt tor 

t.kle 6 i::cls WHu re1r .. a:in L1 t~1e scuoul a •lU .. uoer O..i. Je<:<:CS &.nd 

becow.e iai:cl.; i&.w.iJ..iar 1dt.~:1 ULc Test-:-,u,.;.llt .u.istury Ulci t11e 

life of Ct1rist. 

A fu:etLsr :po.Lnt ':l.t:lic11 suc~.c;:;ts its;:;J..f ln Llis cunnection 

is t,:J.e ciesirc:~o:Ll.itJ of utilizin""' l)Ortivns ol t.rle seri_f)ture 

ot112r ti:1an the ~listoric?.l ·ouuks or tue Old Testarrk:nt, t:.nd 
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the 6 os:;;els and. ·c:ao Acts of t.LLE: Ap...,stles in t.Lle Ne11 Testa-

tic ~Xhl 2_J08 t i Ct:.l OUv.c(S .ck.Vt: SCEtl'C2 lJ 

·oeen tuUCJ:led; tnc sa;J,2 is true 01 tu2 epistles. All of 

ci.<:.ss;s. 

Jne uf t.:.;; .:..~.if l i cui. ties in c Od..:~e c t i ·..;n Vii ~~J. Lhe c-::.1~pre s-

service project u "-li .:.:a c re of re v 1u2. In CvH.ilE:Ctil.m 

broader outr2~ch ~iiricult. An e .. LH..:i.tu.c in a. ou.:rs' 

ce 

11 If Vie cv .... ld. :::nlv>v t ... J.._; Ou.,,i3 s~.~.ne .!.CC\.L Cl.l.l'ibtiU1 ~iu:i:'k 
v:n;;;; soci;;.l lrncs t;.;.,:;.t .iic ed. to ot- ,_,une cdh.i l:Uc.J.lC.. 

uiue t.LJ.;:;l.l, in J.uille,;, it, it •;;oulu ,_).V·~ &. cunc:c,_;ctt;•lE:SS 
·~u Jilr .:url<: . ~ llutHl~~;.;, t:lsr~ ;,uiJJ.. .. , '-'J.-v-~ all<:\'ivLilCi. H:~.ll.; 
u.:velv) t..~.:.e.:-n L.tv t.k G.~.u.·rstrc.n c: .. .~.Q .::.ovcr<: .. l .J.i:;;c: .. Cd: .. r·s -,: ... ncn 
\1e su HJ'U.CJ.l. Q,-:3si.r~e. n ..L 

Pr· u oc:~ .. :Jly l1J . . t 
liL:.:L8 (;.l '"· . 8 soluti...,n i:s to oe l ound, ·out 

D.inlJ t11S 2..-::ossL.Jilities VIi tHill the sclwol it S<~lf cc.:n 

mure fully develu~ed, so t .:hen ater vppor~unities 

c0me ta~~e ~i~l ce t~use ~nu are tu .• ,eet them. 

~&terials used in tae Biule cl~~s~s is &t 

ei:L.:::ctive 
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t£1e relations.._.cip ·oet'Jreen trw idelas ana. truths there 

, and actu~l life. 

lated to t.i:le se d.::.il~,- :Siols classes an(l c..tE~:;el ;services 

ils. 

T~e values inaerent in murninb justiiy t~eir contin-

uance. A very ~risi wura ~i intrud~ctiun - one or two 

sen;;,ence s - co ul~ ;;;tl' iA:e a note bi L. Lere ::;;t e.nd bring the 

at tc::n t l vn of t.cJ.e uup to i .Jcus on t£ie reacl1n..;;;. Yilu..CJ.L is to 

fvllo•N. A f·2i'{ ve.cses ccrefully selected c=.cnd cxp .. ~-::ssively 

carelessly read. 

o1 ief :ciod ViO~..Lv. o.uubtless oe e ective E.B &. CH2J1 0 e :~:rom 

icu.la.'f' i L:m oi impvrtc: .. nce in tile 

p.cayer, a sgec ial petition, o:c con1Ill011 pur:::Nse mit;;ht & .. id 

ful. 

as ]reviously mentioned, is of value in that it provides 

for participation oy oup auc. is a li.i<:::ans of 

securinc variety. 
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d. W"sdrwsdav Evenirlo;::- :Meetirl'"' c· 
·~ n 5"' 

Ina~S1uuch ;:;_s t-'·e c·}la;".Pi l=:Prvl.C"' · t· 1 
~ ~ A ~-~ -- - 1s essen 1~1 y uo~ship, 

provide for inst~uction, tne 
Wednesday even.in0 Ir.ee::tin .. ·s s.t O"lr-- ., -. '1 

u L u ~ .Lv~lca~ly center in 

This c: lls for a rev~l·sa.l oi L.i.e sent 
emphasis. A little careful p.LanninL bj tae l 

order to proviue up)~rtunity for tae girls to t 

all t~t ib nec~ssary to secure a resvvnbe. 

_._,,entL,neo. .Ln tu1s uum1ecti....-n in 

the :previu.J.S 

Yraich <H'ise nut wnly in tlle clc-ss rwom &.ctivities :-.nd 

Thuud:i:l this g::;.'oup numiJers from fifty 

to sixty, it 

lrit. 

Tue .... e appears to be a need I or ::Cj1 or::;:;ul h .. a t i ..:;n pi. anne a. 

e ci~.Lly ror tause ~au are actively interested 1n Protes-

l Taey will of course 

neeu idc:mce in A grvu p, s.mc,l.L a~ t.i:.~.is 

will :;_::;ro·oa'bly be s.nd 2.lre 

iueals, sbould be able to Go mucu iartuer in their stuo.y, 

discussion, c:.nd service ojccts than a lar<.:>er uup 



reli.;;,;ion i:a 0 ene.:;_:;.l ~..J1.:;. PLutestantism in p[ .. rticulc:.r. 

Ile::lly tr;.is 6 1'utl:p silo uld oe c<:.Ied -~. 0r L.; connecti un 

P:rac-

tice.lly, h...,wever, bee usc Ol socisl }.Wejudice, sw.we .,ill 

an r::.ctive int.:-..L·e;:;t in such :c_n Jl';:i;D-nizativn in tn;,.; 

school wJ.~o ~vill not :o.ttend Pr-.~G,sstant ss:cvL.;~s in tile 

CilU:r'Ch. 

In t~.Le 

uT) .,ortuni ties _.__ 

The m~jurity oi those wno 

liv::; i::1 t.ae schools :llso :tt the Sund. .y f;ervh;es in the 

Prot:; f) te.nt c.uurc h. 

2. Secular Eaucati-.~n 

In cvnflecti...,n ViitH tJ..i.C so-c lled Sc;Ci..da.r suojc;cts in 

u1 cuolce in courses 

In (; vilS i(L; J.'i;;~ t ion 01 t.l.le 

It is to ·oe h-.~peci, huwever, ti:J.c.C a~:c...itiun-:-;.1 for·ces : .. :.11 

event ua.ll.) l' . .::Inuvf: L1i s u811tt ~ c:: p. 

One auolescent n2ed nhich hc._s oeen :-~lili.;St entir:3ly 



neglecti.jU is tne IJrov is ion of c: .. ;;-::.)ropr i&-te sex eciuce.t ion. 

The advisao.Llity o~ L:::yin<~ to f,,,nih::.n SU(:u. ,raL.Hlt;; 1or 

Vl.t.tole e~u .. ole s G:.::rlt 

Cu..i.OliH .. lian t,;a,c .. .~.;;,;r Li. C.Licll'6 e OI tuc Stu:.A.ent As;;;emoly 

one "ti1Y.ie Griei r(;a.u.i.n0 a uuok on t.ais suoje(.;t to L1e 

12~ 

;:;irls as a pc:Lrt 01 t..rle l~et;,ul::-~r llieetinGs, vut tHe rttitu"'e 

was sucn that she f~lt it Tii&e to discontinue tne practice. 

The manife stc:~ t ion of suc11 e.n <::>.t;, i tucie is o! cuurse in 

itself a del£.,Jnstrc:tiun O.L tne need ior lUI"t.Her eu.uc~.i.tion 

in t.!. ... is line. The Hvn;es H:.cL:.\.8 little cunstructive con·-

tributiun. 

way anu v<i th a SJ:LC: .. ller ,_ruup lDi;_r~t lL.ve IDv:ce satisle:.ctory 

resui ts. 

W1..1.atever oe t11e real ooli tiun towc: ... cd ·~.,ue 0 irls in 

tne scnool ciS a wnole, in C0nlJ.ectJ.;Jrl \•itH t.~..~.e 0 Lrls uf tne 

boaru.inb dep&rtm~nt it see~s cle~r. 

wita tnis ~roup in tne pabt; t~e 2ttitude expressad nas 

bee .. l tr.tat ti1ey ~cnowntuo illl.I.Ch 11 already. Such a situe.tion 

only serves to me~ke tne problem luure e.cu.te. The m2.tcer 

cuu.lu b~st be pres~ilt0d·to small ~ro~ps, s&y six to ten, 

witll special emp ..... a_sis on icieslism and u:n t.l.l.e cunt~i·ou.tiun 

liL.rich tne e;irls -c.: i..rulo.. m~.:c.i:ce to t.l:.re i.:Lpr..;.vement 01 exiBt ing 

cunclitivns in :S.vciety. 

3. Leisure T irt.,: Activit i~ 

T.r1e ~.Luestiun o:l:' leisure tiH ... e activities debarv-:.;s 

c ~.Jnsio..c: .J.:a ti un in a proc;ra•u o1 :eel it;.,l.) us educe;,t iun. Tl:le 

6irls rely 2rincip~lly on readinu, em0~oiclerinb, and 
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self-directed gameE: for their recree:,_tion. The organi~ation 

of interest c;roL<.:r.s on some such ple.n as thc:t used L,/ the 

Girl Reserves woulci cuntri~ut~ 

worth while RVoc~tional p~rsuits. One s fternoon a 

week after· school huUJ.'S n'l.i 0 L.t ·oe 0iv,_·n over to ;,;_roui::s in 

ich .rne.rr;-oersnip woulcL ·oe on a vul:.mtc.r.J bc-,sis. One 

grour) mi.;nt constitute it sell a cno clllo, anotl.i.er clevote 

itse 

scholastic suojects sucn &s n~art~., ~rt, poetry, or 

t;y s would furnish :furt".er possibilities. 

A ·oroc~.der r)J.:Oi_;,l'clli of P~Lysi ;:1 e.ctlviti::;S SJ:lJ, .• lci be 

ov iued fur '•..:..1. 

· 11 s • ~~e suit s 

oeen e.r~ine .. ltl,~ sati~l c-c.or.; uen L!.i.C: ne~.;:,s&c::..:.,y prepar-

a~L.ion llcd3 oeen .r;:; ___ (;.';';, colW. tlK Ilc .. n S•nJuld OS iurL"er cievelui:ed. 

As inu.i ~&.ted in ti1e 

discu.s:.oiun uf sucic.l cunditions, ti:i.e tiirie hES not yet ar-ri-ved 

sentiment is chanbin6, t~e time is 



natural ·oecsis. 'iVlJ.e n the'. t time comes, t!:te mi E s i un 

scnools Yiill be ::eaa.;y· to p.Lay their pc.rt. 

4. Personal Cont~.cts 

In rel&tiun to tue iniluence o.i. lJt:J:.'f.iunality, ti: .. .:: 

ric~n ~e~chers cGn 

needs, espdcially oi ils, oy pruviding 

ortunity for i~iorffial cuntc:cts Lpart iroffi the cl~ss 

room 
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:rls. 

:cs 1 i ve, rson~l c~nversstions, every elfurt to 

enc u~rrge confidence su tlE~ t d1en spec is.l problems c:r ise 

shou.ld. 

_partic:tlitJ nor encu .... rc: 0 e crusr~es. 

5. Possi~le Develo~~ents 

Biule scu.ools and yuLing uiJle's C0lll\::C.i.:ences H&Ve .__rec:.t 

pot:.:ntialities in connectivn 'tritiJ. ,,,:l.s"'ion vtork. Such 

:plans tui,:-,)lt 

loc~c.l CHurch. 

"-t be t:·orked out in coopec.c:tion i'iith L:.:t~; 

The lJl'O olem of nc:·.t lonz:,.l leau-::: :csn.ip e:nu 

o::c L1e 111iso ion st;:di 

Sent ciifficulti~S u~l'e aS el2::0\vHel:'e in ViUrlcillc, uUt 

an e.dequate lJl'o,;rc:.n; o:L l'elic.iuus s.J.uc:::tion. 
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lc:tivn in t.i:le 

and occasi~n£1 C£lls are m&~e in the hom8s, but not~in~ 

pr:~.y,:-;;rs :cnu VlednesdG.y eveninc.:. ri.eetinc:;s io::r· t.r ... e buar·~.ing 

pu?ils, a specisl organization Ior taose ~ctivel~ i~t2~ested 

in Protestantism, 2p]ropri2tc s~x educ~tiun, iaterest ~roups, 

Persvnal c0ntc:,cts \J .. icli c:·re .cwt vite:~lized by t:t:s.e love 

01 Cn~ist count ~or little. 



126 

suo.stantia,tsd by ily Christi£m living &_re onl.: ·hylJoc:cisy. 

s;::,c.:d t.i1at one's lile cuunt :tor 

tLler let. his life oeco~r.e a 

it' he is to 

of God. 

fulne~~ uf Cnrist." 
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