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INTRODUCTION

A, The Statement and Significance of the Problem

The young people of the nation today are the adult leaders
of tomorrow. If America is to remain a Christian ﬁaﬁion, the youth
must be Christianized. In recent years young people have been slipping
through the fingers of the Church at an alarming rate. To counteract
the wealkness in the Church's program for youth, and to reach Those who
have removed themselves from the influence of the Church, extra-church
organizations have arisen, By "extra-church" organizations are meant
those organizations which are outside any regular church bodye They
have the same aims as the denominational youth groups and welcome young
people from these groups, yet they have no direct tie-up with aﬁy one
church or denominatione. These extra-church organizations usually seek
To cooperate with the orgenized church program.

The purpose of this study is to survey two of these extra-
church organizations for youth: Young Life Campaign and Youth for Christ,
ascertaining their reason for existence, surveying their hisbtory, and
through a study and comparison of their organized programs to note their
emphases in reachiné young people outside the Churche The basic problem
is how these organizations are reaching the uﬁchurched youths This study
will show the answer given to this problem by these two extra-church

orgenizations for youthe

iy



Both of these organizations have arisen in America during
the past decade in emswer to a felt meed. FParental control seemed o
have descended to an all-time low. Adults were becoming less and less
interested in religion and the dawning realization came To thinking
Christians that the hope for the fubure lay with the young people. This
growing conviction gave impetus to youth work. The sad part was that
the organized Church, in many instences, failed to realize tThis or did
not Imow how Lo cope with the situatione A leading churchmen of today
writes:

How can ‘the church hold its youth? It can't. A church cannob
hold what it does not have. If it had its youth safely within the
fold it would not need to ponder how to keep them there., If they
are truly in the church they are there because it has drawn them
in, appealed to them, touched the deep places of their needs and
woven them inseparably into the fellowshipe. There are churches
that accomplish just this. There are far more that blunder and

sadly watch those between the ages of 12 and 24 abandon tThe churches
of their childhood. '

® & @ e & & ¢ o & 8 S & S & 2 o & & S 0 B s " s s & S * 6 s o ¢ o+

Both the careful student and the casual observer of the religious
situation among young people agree that youth grow increasingly
impatient with denominationalism. <They are politely immune to a
church that, in a scarcely veiled menner, seeks to gather them
in as fuel to stoke "'ihe dying fires of an organization cold with
sectarian entiquity.

In far too many cases this ineffective church program is
combined with a spiritually lax home life and the young person is lefd
to drift spirituelly. Added to these influences is that of the high
schools and colleges with their abttitude that science has replaced,or
at least rendered obsolete, the "faith of our fathers". The result is
doubt and confusion in the thinking of young people. Into this situation
has come these extra-church organizations bto supplement the work of the

1. TVesner Fallaw, "Why Youth Programs Fail," The Christian Century,
Vols IXVI, No. 10, (March 9, 1949), ppe 303-304.,
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Church.

In the past decade young people have attained a higher level
of importence than ever before in the history of Hmerica. A second
World Var plunged millions of them into wniforms snd made heroes of
theme At the same time, they were cut loose from home end church
ties with the resulting pessimism of "let's live for today". lany
young people took jobs that paid more than thelr parents were meking
and this prosperity gave them a feeling of self-sufficiencye.

Their spiritual semsitivity was numbed by lowered moral
standards and increased laxity. Crime among young people began to
climb as they sought newer and greaber thrills. OCne of the main reasons
for crime among young people, according to John Edgar Hoover of the
Federal Bureauv of Investigabtion, is the lack of religion. He feels
that the teachings of God, if followed, will prevent criminelitye. The
stebilizing force of religion is needed btoday more than ever before;
according to him:

The criminal is the product of spiritual starvetion. Someone
feiled miserably to bring him to know God, love Him, and serve
Hime Criminals are not born. They are the products of neglect,
the victims of indifference, the results of an age which has
tossed morality in the junk yard. oral chaos and crime run
hend in hand as they eagerly attempt to destroy peace, order, and
happinesse.

The aptness of these remarks by lire Hoover is seen by the following
statistics regarding crime among young people today:

During the rfirst half of 1949, males and females, under 21 years
of age arrested and fingerprinted numbered 61,373, constituting

L 4 * . * * *

l. John Edgar Hoover, "Crime and the Sunday School," Moody lonthly,
(Februery 7, 1948), (reprint ®ith page numbers omitted).
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15.3 per cent of the total arrests. In addition, there were
65,986 (1645 per cent) between the ages of 21 and 24, meljng &
total of 127,359 (3l.8) per cent) less Than 25 years olde

Americe has been aroused by such statements and an effort is

being made bo counberact such a situatione. In the hope of partially

answering this condition, the extra-church organizations have arisen.
Be Delimitation of the Problem

There are many note-worthy extra-church organizations for youth
in existence ‘today, but this study will be limited to the two mentioned
above as typical of such organizations, interdenominational in character
and outside the orgeanized Church, that today are attempting to evangelize
the unreached youth of America. These were chosen as representative
in that they have both arisen in the pastv decade, and they both deal
with the young people in their teens. Furthermore, Young Life works
within the framéwork of a student body while Youth for Christ is entirely
aparte Thus it was felt that these two would give representative views
of the methods employed by such groups to reach the unchurched young
people,

Consideration will be given the reason for, the history and
the entire organized program of each of these organizations, but the
study will be concentrated on the methods they employs This survey will

form the basis for a comparison of the twoe.

Ce Iethod of Procedure
As to method of procedure, the first two chapbers of this

® L] L4 - L L 4

le "Uniform Crime Reports," of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Vols. XX, Ho. 68, 1949
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study'will deal with the Young Life Cempaign and Youth for Christ re-
spectively. In each chapter the description, history, organization,
aims, program and methods, publications, and adverse criticism of the
orgenization will be discussed, followed by a summarye. The third
chapter will deal with a comparison of the two organizations To determine
the different methods used and the emphases of each program in reaching
the unchurched young people. The fourth chapter will form the summary

and conclusion of the entire study.
Do Sources of Data

The sources of data for this study are primarily the publica-
tions of the Young Life Campaign and Youth for Christ. Both of these
orgenizations publish their own magazine and these will be studied for
the points related above. In addition to the magazines, books, reports,
articles, pamphiets, and bulletins relating to these organizations will
be used, In addition, reference will be made %o personal letters re-
ceived from staff members of these groupse.

The secondary sources are those books, articles, reports,
pamphlets,>and theses that have been written about these organizations
by those outside the groupse These will serve as background reading,

information and criticisms for this study.
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CHAPTER I
THE YOUNG LIFE CAMPAIGN

The religious world has been arocused in recent years by tThe
problem.of‘tbe large number of young people unreached by the organized
program of the Church. The number who remesin aloof from the Church has
grown steadily as has also the amount of juvgnile delingquencys. Religious
leaders have faced the problem and meny answers have been given. Two of
these answers will be teken up in this study. These are given by two
extra=-church organizations for youth, The Young Life Campaign and Youth
for Christ.

This chapter will deal with the reason for, the history, the
organization, the aims, the program and methods, the publication, and

the adverse criticism of the Young Life Campaigne
A. The Reason for Young Life

America's high schools are a vast, challenging mission field.
Any missionary work among them is relatively rare, for it is a "forgotten
field" by'many. However, there are organizations that are cognizant of
this need and are putting forth efforts to overcome the situation. One
of the most successful of these is the Young Life Campaign, an organize-
tion geared for young people and in the most pardt, run by young people.
It is not too well known, for while it has grown steadily, yet it has
done so without spectacular displays. It has gone quietly on its way

without show or ostentation.



Young Life is organized on true missionary lines, directed by
e group of Christian businessmen throughout the nation, and staffed by
trained young men and women who direct the locel worke It is not merely
another youth movement but is an aggressive cempaign, attractively pre-
sented to them in terms that they understand.

The leaders of this movement feel that the need is great.
There are millions of young people in the high schools across the nation
who have never heard the Gospele "It is this fifteen to eighteen million
teen-agers that Young Life leaders are seeking to reach."1 It is a
recognizable fact that young America is steadily drifting away from God
and‘that juvenile delinguency is on the inecrease.

It is reliably reported that 75 per cent of all our young people
never darken the door of a church or Sunday School. . . .The
cempaign ig a speciaslized missionary movement directed to. this
age group.

Millions of these young people are as ignorant of the things
of Christ as the heathen in darkest Africa. Here, then, is a vast
mission field, not thousands of miles away but in the small towns and
large cities, wherever there is a high schoole Christ gave the command
to preach the Gospel to every creature® and the Young life Campaign has
answered the call for the high school youth of the nation.

For nine years the Young Life Campaign has been challenging
the high school youth with the message of Christ. It has grown steadily
end its igfluence has widened. Begimning in Texas, it has spread into
other areas. During these years the leaders have been aware of ééveral

* & o s o @

1. "Young Life Can Help You," a pamphlet.
2. "Here Are the Answers," a pamphlet.
Se Iﬂa‘rk 16:15.



facts that should stir all thinking Christians to action: in the high
schools the& have studied they state that they have found none where
even half of the high school "crowd" have any contact with the Gospels;
the second fact that has stood out to them is that no onme is going to
them with the Gospel; and in the third place, all should be aware that
here is a mission field at their front door.1
As the Young Life leaders have studied these situations, they

feel that in these schools the Christian testimony is either weeak or
entirely non-existent. The vast majority of the high school young people
in Christian America are>unevangelized. To these, Jesus Christ is not
Saviour or even a Person bubt merely a common word used in swearing.
The leaders believe that the reason lies in the second fact given above,
that no one is going to them with the Gospel. In most of these cases
Christian leaders have failed to go to them with a message that appeals
.to them and is understandable. The young people who head up the Young
Life Cam@aign are not discouraged by this condition but feel that here
is a challenge to be met and a situation that can be bvercome if sufficient
interest and effort is given.

During the brief history of the Young Life Campaign we have dug

into enough of the tough situations so that we are now ready to

say that by the grace of God any high school in our land, no

matter how pagen or difficult it may be, can be evangelized if

some of God's people will approach the problem in the same way

that miss?onaries of any field approgch the probleg pertaining

to preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ to pagans.

Thus, while it is recognized and ackunowledged by the leaders

of this moﬁement that the organized‘churches in all denominations are

. * o L L J *

1. Jim Rayburn, "Young Life Campaign," The Navigator's log, Vol. VII,
April, 1946, p. 17. -
2. Ibid., pe 18.



becoming more and more "youth conscious", and are planning excellent
youth programs in recogﬁition of the need, yet there is this vast group
of young people who remein aloof from the Church, and it is to this

group that the Young lLife Campaign seeks to ministeres
B. The History of the Young Life Campaign

1, The Origin
The story of the Young Life Cempeign can almost be said to
be the story of a young man, James Rayburn; who is known to thousands
of high school "kids" across the country and in Canada and Alaska as
"Jim," Therein lies the secret of Young Life's ability to reach teen-
agers with the meésage that 'in Him is life!, the leaders are pals,
nov preachers.l
Jdim Rayburn had no conception of ever leading an organization
such as Ybung Life when he attended Kansas State College of Civil Engi-
neering from which he was graduated in41932. Thet summer he enrolled in
a geology course at the University of Colorado and while on a field trip
high up in the Rockies faced the call of the Lord and accepted it. His
first work was in the rural communities of the Southwest. He stayed
there for five years opening rural churches, some of which had been
closed for twenty-five years.2 This work had direct influence on his
working with young people as one of the leaders writes:
The discouraging part of the work was the indifference of the
adultse They had gobten along without churches for years and

gave the young preacher anything but a warm welcome. So Jim

- L) L L L] L 4

1. John A, Witmer, "They Call Him Jim," Power, Vol. V, No. 3 (March, 1947),
. pe. L.
2. Personal letter from Kay lcDonald, staff member of Young Life.



turned to the teen-agers. He would collect a group for an
informal get-together. They'd sing some choruses and songs
and chat together about all sorts of things. Then Jim would
give them an informal, down-to-earth Bible message that'd
hit 'em right between the eyes. 'We didn't have a name for
t@ose meetings, ! Jim point§ ouf, *but ?@ey weien‘t much
different from the Young Life Club meetings.®

Since his training had been along an entirely different line,
he knew that if he were going to do his job of preaching the Gospel
well he needed special training élong that line, so he enrolled in the
Dallas Theological Seminary. During his stay there he continued to
éngage in campaigns to reach ydung people and felt that there had to be
a way of getbing at them that had not yet been tried, since other efforts
seemed to fall short of gebtbing the omes who needed it most. Other
students at the Seminary became interested in the work and joined him in
his efforts to reach the high school crowd. "It just grew out of the
neeﬁ that existed and the sincere desire in Jim's heart and in the hearts
of those who worked with him to find some way to meet that need."

And so in 1939, while attending the Seminary, he was called
upon o lead a "gang" of six high school "kids". The group was largely
made up of teen;agers who attended neither church nor Sundey School,
and Rayburn soon discovered that he could not hold them with a more
formalized type of service and Bible séudy. His menner, his illustrations
and his message had to be remodeled to keep them coming back for more.
He revamped his program and through patient work, week after week, saw
the original six grow until 170 "kids" crowded into the meeting. Thaf
had happened in a high school that was notorious for its indifference to

* L > L ® *

1. Witmer, ope. cit., pe 2.
2. McDonald, loc. cite



religion. Rayburn had attacked the problem energetically but for months

had made little inroad. "Then he switched his meeting to Monday night,

placed it in a desirable home. Almost at once attendance shot up, and

the home became the accepted place ‘for a majority of the teen=age c:rowd."l
As young people met the Saviour, others noticed their trans-

formed livese. 'Hore clubs sprang up and by the time Rayburn graduated

the students faced him with the question of what was to happen to the

clubs. He ‘tossed the problem back into their laps and they vo%gd to

continue the Cempaign of winning their fellow students to Christ. It

was felt by student and leader alike that here a real need was being met,

and that God had led in the movement and blessed these informel meetings.

2+ The Development

Thus in 1940 the Young Life Cempaign was born in América.
However, the idea and neme were taken from the English Young Life. In
1904: two young Irish brothers, Frederick and Arthur Wood, answered the
call of God to be evangelists in Great Britain. As they traveled up and
down Britain in meetings they nobticed that moé’c of their converts were
young people and they felt that they should concentrate in work with yaithe.
They conceived the idea of organizing a National Young Life Campaign.
They sought the advice of leaders of the day such as Dr; F. B, Meyer, who
was of great aid in the organization of the movement. A conference of
ministers was called and the Wood brothers were encouraged to launch a
series of young life campaigns all over the country. Meny young people

1. Wally Howard, "Young Life Brings Real Life," Young People's Weekly,
IXI (February 9, 1947), pe 9.



were won through these meetings and, seeing the necessity for a follow-

up, the Hational Youth Campaign was organized, & board was formed and

a magazine started.

¥rs, Frederick Yood came to the United States for a tour. While in

1
Texas they met Jim Rayburn who was then in school.

that he was doing and gave him permission to use the name "Youmg Life"

for the organization in the United States. They also expréssed the

desire to affiliate for post—war,plans.z

In 1941, after Young Life in America had been a functioning

The orgenization grew rapidly and in 1937 Mr. and

They noted the work

organization for one year, it was incorporated as a non~profit mission.

Five full-time leaders comprised the originael staff.5

In surmary of the growth of Young Life, these pages from a

diary chart composed by the leaders will serve to show the steady and

sound growth of the Young Life Campaign through the years:

Do

3

1941: 20 or 30 splrlted clubs meeting in Texas. Peacock Terrace
Jemmed February 24th with 1800 high school kids for the first
Young Life mass meetlnb. Summer tent campaigns reached thousands.
Young lLife orgeanized in October with five full-time staff leaders
in the state of Texas.

1942: Campaigner's Quartet tours Southwest, paving way for ex-

pansion inbto Oklahoma, Arkansas and Tennessee. Over 5,000 kids
attend series of seven huge mass meebings, with Dawson Trotman

of Navigators as speaker. Navigator materials introduced for use
with Christian w1tnessing.

1943: Northwest leaders in Washington and Oregon join Young Life.
Campalgner s Quartet with Jim Reyburn appear in dozens of hlgh
school assemblies and rallies. Bstimated tobal audiences for the
year: over 200,000 Full sumer cemping program in swing in five
different areas.

1944: "Young Life Magazine" initiated in March with enthusiastic

* * * L] * *

el Larson: TYouth for Christ, pp. 31-33.

John E. Johnson, "Young Life Ovuh Heah," Young Life, Vol. II, No.
(July, 1945), pe 4.

Howard, loc. cit.

12,



response. Openings in churches for Young Life ministry constantly
increasing. First swumer leader's conference held at Belllngham,
Washington together with Navigator's.
1945: Leadership expanded to about 30 workers, ministering regularly
in ten states, with new office opened in Chicago area. First "Work-
shop" institute held in conjunction with W ”heaton College swmer
 school. Budge? of over $72,000 for the year met in full by voluntary
contributionse.

1946: ILeadership training program has come to front in this first
post-war year.

1947: Young Life Club staff developed thorough-going Reorganizational
Flen to make expanding work more efficient, more effective. First
section of new plan stated: "Each staff member should be intent
upon finding local leadership to begin work with him in each club
as soon as possible."

1948: Year just passed has demonstrated as never before that God
iIs graciously moving in the direction of developing a great host
of volunteer leaders from the Church at large. . . .leadership
training work cited at five institutions of learning.

1949: The hlghllght of 1949 is the continued progress being made
in This field of leadership "cralnlng.2

As the leaders look back over their record they feel that
there is evidence of God's léading at each sfep of the way, from the
first prayer mseting in 1940, through ﬁhe early tent campaigns where the
name "Young Life Campaign" was first used, and down to the presemt. "The
seal of God's approval is the greatest wish of each leader and board

3
member,”

3+ The Present Situation

The leaders of this movement feel humble as they look at the
wey that God has blessed and used this movement for the salvation of
- thousands of the "hard-to-reach" high school young people. From the five
original leaders at its inception, the staff has grown to thirty-four in

L] * L L * L 4

1., "Here's Young Life," a pamphlet.
2. Annual Report for 1949 of the Young Life Campaign.
3s "Here's Young Life," a pamphlet.



number, Twelve leaders were added duriﬁg 1949, In addition to these
full-time staff workers there are one hundred volﬁnteer leaders who have
caught the vision of going directly to America's high school students
_with én aggfessive gospel ministry. Requests have poured into the head-
gquarters from all over the country for clubs to be organized in new
high schools. The leaders feel that this tenth year of Young Life has
begun with wide open doors on every hand. Ivery week the staff members
of Young Life are in persomal Ltouch with some five thousand teen-agers
in seventéen states. Four out of five of these will be unsaved young
people.l

The leaders of Young Life have accepted the challenge of
reaching young people outside the Church and feel that theirs is an
organization that is proving successful in reaching those young people
considered by many as unreachable.L Yet they are well aware that there
is still much to be done. Millions of high school young people are
waiting to.be approached with an attractive presentation of the wonderful
truth of the @ospele One high school boy summed it up with these words,
"They're good kids, Jim," he said. "All they need is the Lord. They'rec
not Christians. No one ever took the trouble to tell themiabout Jesus."?

Numbers are not stressed and no accurate check is kept on the
number of young people reached, yet it is estimated by the leaders that
in the past year 200,000 young people were contacted by Young Life. They
report that hundreds of young people have openly acknowledged the Lord
Jesus Christ as Sgviour before their friends in the meetings. Scofes of

[ . * » - *

1. "Going Ahead in 1949," a pamphlet.
2. John A, Witmer, "They Call Him Jim," Power, Vol. V, No. 3, (March, 1947),
Pe 6o
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Christien young people are getbing down to business and learning to
really "go on with the Lord." "But with every Gospel effort combined
we are barely scrabtching the surface. MNillions of Americemn young people
as yot do not have the regular ministry of The C—ospel."l The leaders

feel that there is much more to be done in this field.
Ce The Orgenization of Young Life

l. The lLeaders

The people who make up the organization of Young Life feel
that each person in its strucbure is a vital leader and = pérsonal, close
contact is maintained between the Board of Directors and each local club.

a. Board of Directors

Several outstending business men of the city of Dallas, Texas,
and vicinity beceme interested in the development of Young Life and in
1940-41 the organization was incorporated under the lews of the state of |
Texas as a non-profit orgénizaﬁion. These interested business men were

chosen as the Board of Directors and the most of them continue to function

in that capacity at the close of the ninth year, September, 1949, The
men who constitute the Board are not a figurehead but are in the truest
sense directors of the work, Those on the staff who work under them
value their counsel very highly end feel that God has indeed blessed them
with the benefit of their wisdom and devotion to Gode They are oubstanding
men both es lay leaders in the religious field and as leaders in the
business world.?

e & o+ & s &

l. "Mey We Come Im," o pamphlet.
2. Personal Letter from Kay licDonald, staff member of Young Life.
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This responsible Board formulates all policy and actively
directs the progrem. These men come from many denominations and each
neintains relationship.to his own church. This Board consists of from
nine to twenty-one members who are elected annually. It meebts twice a
year. The Officers of this Board chosen éach year include a Chairmen,
Vice-Chairman, and a Secretary-Treasurer. The constitution defines the
duties of thé Board as follows:

e + » ob0o maintain and extend the work of the Campaign, prepare
the annual budget for approval of the annual October meeting,
appoint all staff members, appoint members of the Council of
Reference, elect members of ‘the Fxecutive Committee, and delegate
authority to such special committees as they shall deem necessary
to effectively carry out the work of the Campaign. The Board
shall have vested in it final authority in all matters of policy,
practice and doctr%ne and in the interpretation and execution of
this constitution.

The Executive Committee consists of the above-named officers
and the Field Director, Jim Rayburn, and one member at large elected

enmuallye This committee is responsible for conducting the routine

business of the Campaign.z

be The Council of Reference

The Council of Reference shall consist of such Christian
leaders of whatever denominationel affilistion who by their
identification with the Campaign will further its interests. The
Council shall have no directive authority in the activities of
the Campeign, but shall exist for the purpose of giving counsel
to the Board of Directors and the staff, and to promote and
cooperate with the work in their respective districtse

ce The Staff lembers
The staff mermbers are appointed by the Board of Directorse

L 4 . . * L ] »®

1. The Comstitubtion of the Young Life Campaign.
2. LOO. Gi‘t.
3. Loc. cit.
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These aré directly responsible to the Field Director, Jim Rayburn.
Originally the staff was made up entirely of men bubt recenfly women
were added. The men are usually young ministers and the women serve
both as leaders and secretaries. These leaders feel that God has
definitely called them to this missionary worke. They have made the
winning of young people to Christ their life study and business. Most
of them are fresh from Seminary end many have had some athletic experi-
ence during their high school or college days that heightens their
influence with the high school "crowd". All of them have two character-
istics: "They know Christ and they know young peoples Their job is to
introduce high school fellows and girls to their best Friend, Jesus
Chris*b."l They are +trained for. the job.

de Lay leadership

As the leaders of Young Life looked at the growth of the move-

ment they saw what a task lay before them and that it was beyond the
realm of possibility that thé staff members could lead all the clubs.
For every high school touched there were hundreds unreached, where no
‘Qospel testimony was being given out at all. It was decided that the
most advantageous move was the training of lay leadership that would Work
wnder the supervision of the staff member. The leaders feel that this
has been their greatest progress in the past two years. ZEach staff
member is constantly on the alert for capable lay leaders to take over
the local clubse In several institubions of higher learning, interested
students meet togebher for training in this fielde.

l. "People Who Do Things," His, Vole III, No. 8, (ipy, 1944), p. 23.
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Ve now have students keeunly interested in the work and training

to do the work in at least 17 universities, colleges, seminaries

and Bible institutes. In 16 of these schools there are students

who have developed under the leadership training progream and are

actually working in the field with high school students under

staff supervisione

The success of any organization lies in its leaders and the

Young Life Campaign is blessed with leaders who are keenly aware of the
great need existing in the mission field of the high schools of Americe

and are dedicated to this task of reaching the unreached.

2. The Financiel Policy

Young Life is incorporated as a non-profit organization just as
| any falith missioh. All finencial policies and expenditures are sapproved
by the Board of Direofors. All gifts to the work sre entirely voluntary
as God lays it upon the hearts of interested people tO'give; The great
bulk of operating expenses are met by small regular gifts from hundreds
of Christian people throughout America. Financial donors are kept in-
formed about the movement by regular news and prayer letters. Staff
menbers are on a stipulated salary and are paid as the necessary funds
are received each monthe The local clubs are largely self-supported by

the voluntary contributions of churches and Christian friends.2

3+« The Doctrinal Basis

‘ All leaders of Young Life, Field Direchtor, Board of Directors,
svalf members and lay leaders must subscribe to the Doctrinal Basis;
general aims and purposes of the Campaigne The following beliefs are

.« o - - ® -

1. Amnual Report of the Yowumg Life Campaipgn for 1949.
2. '"Here's Young Life," a pamphlet.
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those to which they must wholeheartedly subscribe:

1. The verbal inspiration of the Scriptures.

2+ The virgin Birth and the Deity of our Lord Jesus Christe

3e The substitutionary death of Christ, the efficacy of His
blood for the redemption of the world and the historical
fact of His resurrection.

4, The presence and power of the Holy Spirit in the work of
regeneration.

5. The "glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christe"

Thus the organization of the Young Life Campaign is seen to
be a democratic, cooperative organization in which every leader from
the Board of Directors on down ‘take active parte. It is a well-planned,
functioning ofganization, yet flexible enough to adjust to the local

situations
De The Aims of Young Life

The aims of Young Life are divided into two parts relating
first to the unsaved young person, and secondly, to the saved young
persone They may be stabted thus:

l. To REACH the unsaved with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ
by any and every means as God directs.
2. To TEACH Christisn young people to go on with the Lord and
encourage a spiritual life which shall manifest itself in .
Bible study, prayer, and a consistent Christian ‘testimony.
"The one primery purpose of Young Life Campaign is to present the gospsel
of Jesus Christ, who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, to America's
high school studen.ts."3 The lééders recognize that the high school young
person seeks success and happiness and they, the leaders, know that the

L] . . L4 . *

1. The Constitution of the Young Life Campaign.
2. lLoc. cite.
3e "Here Are tThe Answers," a pamphlet.
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only true source of this is in a personal, saving knowledge of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Jim Rayburn states the purpose of Young life in writing
directly to the young people:

As we begin this school year, Young Life Campaign is out to make

Him knovn. With all of our hearts we believe that we come to you

with the most attractive proposition that any young person ever

heard, and we shall seek by every means at our disposal to get

you to listen to the glorious story of what Jesus Christ did for

you and me when He died on the crosse ,

And if you are one who knows Him, the major objective of this

school year for you should be to get your pals in school acquainted

with ‘the most wonderful story that was ever told. "Christ died

for our sins according to the Scriptures; and that He was buried,

and that He arose again the third day according to the Scriptures."

The purpose of Young Life is definitely evangelistic. They

desire to get the Gospel to these youth by any and every means that
God directse. Vhile the primary aim is to save the lost, of second
importance, they feel, is the growth of the young Christians. The desire
is that these who are saved during their high school‘days mey develop
into solid, mature Christians, going on with the Lord in whavever walk
of life He may lead. The interrelated program of activities that the

Young Life Campaign presents is all geared to achieve these objectives

for the high school student.
E. The Program and lethods of Young Life

l. The Approach

A successful Young Life Club does not happen overnight. Some-
times months of petient and persistent effort is expended by a leader
in getting next Yo the young people and starting a club. The leaders

L] L L L 4 .« .

l. Jim Rayburn, "The Why of Young life," Young Life, Vol. IV, No. 2,
(October, 1946), ps 3.
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feel that the vision God has given them of the High School Mission
Field is being blessed by & harvest of young lives because it is just
the practical experience of New Testament teaching on evangelism. They
stress the fact that, although various methods are used to get "next to"
the young people end meetings are carried on in the way they like them;
the Gospel is in no way compromised.

t is the most attractive message, the most attractive proposition
in the world, and we believe that young people should have it
pre§ente% to them in this fashion, to point them to the Wonderful
Saviour.

Clubs are started in a number of ways. Contact may be made
through interested pastors or Christian young people who have seen the
Campaign in action in other places. Sometimes é, leader can go in where
not a single Chris{;ian young person is known and through persistent
friendliness get the young people interested in forming a "club". Often-
times Christien business men, who are interested in young peoplé and
have heard of Young Life, will pay the way of several of the high school
youth to the sumer conference where they see Young Life in action and
return eager to start such a club in their own high school.

Entrance to some schools is not easily wone A leader may take
sneers and jeers for a year from the students before his patience and
kindness win oute Typical of such an insbtance is this one in a Western
mountain citye. The Young Life leader set out to make friends with the
president of the student body, an extremely likeable young man but
entirely ignorant of the things of Christe. The leader proveAd to be a

1. Pe_rsonal letter from Kay I&cDonéld, stalf member.
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friend and through this one fellow access was gained to the locker
rooms, the "hangout", the games, and such places where contact was
established with other fellows and girls. Several of the student body
leaders were taken to lunch and plans discussed with them for a "club".
The young people did the planning and when the meetings started they
were really "their meetings" and they felt the responsibility for them.
It was a hard situation and the leader in his report wrote, "The
spiritual and moral conditiomn is unspeskably bad. The Lord has enabled
us Lo strike alt the very heart of the student body‘throﬁgh the key leaders.
Now we can only go shead by prayer and complete dependence on Him."l

The leader follows the football teams, visits the cornmer drug-
store, and mixes freely with the teen-agers wherever ke finds them.
He wins them to himself and then the way is smoothed to win them to Christ.
Many times.the leader is given a chance to speak at assembly programs in
the schools and can present his challenge to all the student body. The
youbth becomes curious and comes out to see what this person has %o offer.

What, then, is unique ébout the approach of the Young Life
leader? It is the "close, friendly contact with young péopie, what one
leader éalls *that old personal touch‘."2 Young people respond to such
interest. However, an approach, attractive though it may be, is not
sufficient in ibself, the leaders feel, but the following meetings must

be such that they are interested and come back for more.

1. Ted M. Benson, "Winning and Holding Teen=-Agers for Christ," The
Sunday School Times, Vol. LXXXIX, (August 27, 1947), p. T4l.
2. "Here's Young Life," a pamphlet.



-18~

2. The fegular lMeetings

The weeknight club meeting isvths backbone of every Young Life
leader's ministry. It is usually held in the informal atmosphere of a
honue where the young people are used to coming and where they feel free
to bring their friends. The leaders strive to make them feel welcome
and everything is avoided that would embarrass & newcomer or drive him
away from the Gospels "Young people come to a home to hear aboubt Christ
when they wouldn't be ‘caught dead' in a ch.urch.":L Ihe meetings are
held during the week, sometimes on Monday, somebtimes on Saturday night
when young people are supposed to be out enjoying themselvess The
young people do enjoy these meebings and the leaders feel that this is
the key to the success of the Young Life meeting. "These kids are having
fun finding out that Christ is not just 'an old fogey idea’, to quote
one of the meﬁbers, but that He is attractive and that He is for young
people."2 Informality is the key-note of these meetings. HNo one is
dignified, at least, not for long. DMost of the young people, sometimes
as many as 100, sit on thé floor and sing lustily the songs and choruses,
which though sung lustily, are never jazzed or sentimentalized. The
meetings are peppy, enthusiastic, but not frivolous. The young people
like them and come back for more. They are short, never more then an
hour in length, and are conducted in such a way that the message really
"oats across" to the hearers. The leaders do not abtbempt to give them
everything the first time they come but try to maké it interesting so that

l. "Here's Young Life," a pamphlet.
2. Winnifred Chasey, "Young Life lakes Tulsa Teen-Agers Viemna Sing
Hymns," Tulsa Tribune, April 7, 1944.
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they return. The 1eadérs report that in most of the high schools
where they are orgenized, it is popular to atbtend the Young Life Club.
The leaders of the student body go and the rest follow.
a. The Method
‘The work is considered by ‘the leaders as a misslonary move-

ment and, és such, missionary methods are used. They studied the great
missionary organizations to see what their methods were in reaching the
heathene A good missioné.ry spends much time in preparation for his work
and the staff member of Young Life seeks to learn all he can of the
methods of working with young peoplee He seeks to understend them, their
needs and their desires., The leaders are trained and come to the mission
field of the high school as well equipped for their job as the missionary
going to the foreign fields The missionary learns the language and
.customs of the people to whom he is to minister. The high school "crowd"
has a langﬁage all its own and Young Life uses this to make understandable
the deeper things of Christe. Instead of being "converted", one "closes
in with Christ", or "gets squared away with Christ". The leaders feel
thet their messsages mist be given simply, plainly end earnestly in the
young person's own language.

If the vocabulary involves a bit of slang not exactly appropriate

to a Sunday morning worship service, it is not because of any lack

of reverence, but rz?.tb.er e sincers des:.ire to reach young piople.

That involves speaking the language with the proper idiome
The leaders attempt to keep away from the trite vocabulary that may be
ﬁery familiar to Christians bubt entirely foreign in the ears of the

l.. "People ¥ho Do Things," His, Vol. III, No. 8, (May, 1944), p. 22.



unsaved young persons
Again, the missionary goes after the leaders in the tribe.

He gets next o the chief and befriends him and tries, through him o
get & hearing with his people. As was discussed above, that is the method
followed by Young Life leaders. FEverything is done to get next to the:.
young people and to befriend them and it pays off in big dividends. They
make friends with umsaved young people and lead them to the Lord.

Sometimes the work seems slow for leaders have teken as much as

a year just making friends with the heathen crowd before starting

a clube But in reality, it is the fast way, for once we get on

the good side of those kids we literally have them eating out

of our hand. We have found that if we listen to what they h%ve

to say long enough, they will listen to what we have to say.

Thus the method of Young Life is the missionary method. The
leaders meet the young people where they are, talk their language, win
them to themselves and then win them to the Lord.

be The lMessage

As has been discussed, the meetings are short and every word
mist count. lany lively choruses are sung and sometime during the
evening, possibly at the close, a twenty minute Gospel message is broughte

The leaders specialize in presenting the basic doctrines of
personal salvation and Christian living in terms that young people
can graspe 1t is their own grasp of the Word of God and their
familiarity with the thinking of young people that mekes Young Life
meetings so effectives Controversiel issues, or those peculiar o
a particular denomination, are left to the léaders of the organized
churches.
Thether it is in a Young Life Club or a huge Rally, the message is always
direct and simple and true to the Word of God, given in a language they

® & o & &

l. Personal letter from Orien Johnson, staff member.
2. "Here Are the Answers," a pamphlet.
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can understand.
Ce <The Follow-up

Although the weeknight meeting is the regular meeting and the
one that all attend, whether Christians or not, there are follow-up
meetings for those who have accepted Christ and desire to gfow in thse
Christian life, In these meetings they are taught the principles of
the Christian life, and how to pray and read their Bibles. The basic
diet for the Young Lifers is a systematic study of the Bible and memori-
zation of Bible verses. Young Life has collaborated with the Navigators,
an organization headed by Dawson ITrotman in Los Angeles, in a Bible study
plan, the AlphAmegA Bible Study. "It is essential for young Chrisﬁians
to be led into definite habits of personal Bible study, prayer, eand
witnessing....A young Christian gets started living the life of faith by
hiding God's Word in his heart."1 Leaders know that patient, thorough
follow-up is needed for growth of, convertse The Navigator system is a
set of printed cards containing 108 carefullyvchosen ﬁerses under thirby-
six important topics relating to the Christian lifes Everything is worked
out to help a person get started and then help keep'him going in a
systematic way. Verses are learned and reviewed. When the first few are
learned and the young person shows that he means business, more are given
o him.‘ In addition to the memorization of Bible verses, the young person
keeps a small notebook where he lists outstanding things in his Bible study,
prayer reminders and answers vo prayer. The young people meet together
vand diécuss what they have gained from their Bible study and share answers

l, "Here's Young Life," a pamphlet.
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to prayer. This is where the regular meeting is discussed and upheld
in prayer.

Young people are urged by the leaders to get into a locel
church program and be of service there. And so, getting the young person
into the regular meeting and converting him is merely the first step,
the first objective obtained. The next problem of the leader is to aid
him in his Christian growth through careful, systematic Bible study,
prayer and witnessinge

In addition to the regular weekly meetings occasional weekend
conferences and mass rallies are held. However, these are felt by the
leaders to be secondary in importance to the regular, smaller weekly

groupse.

3. The Summer Program

The summer program of the Young Life Campeaign centers around
Star Ranch just outside Colorado Springs, Colorado, at the foot of
beautiful Cheyenne Mountain. This site not only serves for the summer
cemp but is the national headquarters. "Star Ranch is unexcelled for a
heppy combination of study, inspiration, and recreation, with ample
opportunity for hiking and sighbseeing in the famous Pike's Peak region.”
Star Rench was formerly the summer home of a wealthy family and in 1946
was purchaesed by Christian friends and turned over to the Youmg Life to
usee JThere is no cost to them for its use other than the upkeep and
furnisﬁings.z

1. "Young Life Can Help You," a pamphlete
2 "The Story of Star Ranch," a pamphlet.
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a., Camps
All summer long young people from all over the States gather
for a week or two of camp life. These days in the beautiful setting of
the Rockies bring leader end camper close together and provide full
opportunity for the reality of the Christian faith to make its impress.
Short, vital class periods and evenings around the cempfire often climex
1
the effect of weeks of club meetings and bring life-changing decisions.
8ix camping periods for the high school crowd were held during
the summer of 1949, The young people could come to one or more if they
liked. All the camps were directed by Young Lifet!s experienced staff
of leaders and were carefully supervised.z
7
During this past summer a total of 1,021 high school students
and leaders atbended Star Banch. All through those summer months
those of you who stood by and watched the Lord work were continually
amazed at the tremendous results that came in the heerts and lives
of an ever-increasing number of young people. Lvery week they came,
wild, careless kids, oftentimes utterly indifferent bto, the things of
God, and every week the miracle of regeneration tock place before
our eyes, not once or itwice, but throughout each camp in a never-
ending sequence of transformations which were completgly amazing.
be ILeadership Training Institute
In addition to the cemps for the high school group, Young Life
holds each summer a Leadership Iraining Institute at Star Ranch. Young
people of college age come together from all over the country to study
this method of reaching the high school crowd. Here is a unique oppor-
tunity to study Young Life methods at first hand, in fellowship with other
potential young people'!s leaders and under the guidance of experienced

s ® L] . L *

1. Wally Howard, "Young Life Brings Real Life," Young People's Weekly,
Vol. IXI, (February 9, 1947), p. 9.

+ "Meet Us At Star Ranch," a pamphlet.

3. Annual Report of Young life Campaign for 1949.
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staff merberse. Any Christian business or professional man, college, or

’ seminary student who is definitely interested in reaching teen-sgers in
his home town may attend the Institute. The curriculum emphasizes basic
principles of pioneer missionsry activity’among unsaved high school young
peoples The method of reaching disinterested young people is the main
emphasis.l The leaders feel that eternity alone will tell of the count~-
less blessings that have enriched lives through these summer programs at

Star Ranch.

4, Relation to the Church

Because Young lLife is ean "extra~church" orgenization, many
consider that it works completely apart from end in opposition to the
churche Such is not the case, according to the leaders:

Young Life is in a very real sense an arm of the Church. All
leaders are active and loyal members of the Church and meny are
ordained ministerss Their primary function is Lo go outside of
the doors of the church and to reach the young people who are not
reached through the ordinary channels.

Young Life seeks to cooperate with every faithful Gospel agencye
Vlhen young people are converted in Young life, they are urged by the
leader to join the church of their choice and to be of serwvice in that
churche The leaders, themselves, maintain an active interest in their own
denominations and they stand in the same relation to their church as do
all other missionaries.

Young Life is not sponsored by eny one“church, but meny pastors
are warn in their gratitude to Young Life for its ministry both in reaching

e & L . L L]
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2. "May YWe. Come In?", a pamphlet.
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the unsaved and in strengthening their own young people. Young Life
leaders are asked many times to speak in the churches. llany young
people have been reclaimed for the church by Young Life. Yo part of
the program of Young Life in any way conflicts with the local church pro-
grem, but merely supplements what the church is doinge A minister from
Colorado has this to say:

Young Life extends the arm of the church into a most difficult

field Yo reach, high school students. In observing its methods,

I have been impressed by its effectiveness in making the Gospel

attractives. Fellows eand girls who are real leaders in school

life, bub who cared little for what they called 'religion', have

been won by the understanding approach of Young Life workers.

After winning them to Christ, Young Life offers young people &

fine program for growth in the Christian life. From our ex-

perience I can say that when a church coogerates, it soon finds

its own youth progrem taking on new life.

Thus, if the church is willing and cooperative they can aid

and benefit from the program that is carried on by the Young Life Campaign.
Fo The Publication of Young Life

1, Description
The megezine edited by the Young Life Campaign is appropriately
called "foung Life", the magazine for Young America. It is published
from 4215 Live Oak Street, Dallas 4, Texas.
It is an atbractive monthly picturé magazine and designed to win
its way with the average high school young person, while bearing
e distinct Christian testipony and offering inspiration and help

to Christian young people.

ts circulation has grown steadily since its inauguration and

L 4 L o . L] *

l. "Have You Heard?", a pamphlet.
2. "Here's Young Life," a pamphlet.
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has proved very popular with the "Young Lifers". It grew out of the
great need for & magazine that would appeal to the high school age, be
interesting to them, and present help for all phases of the young person's
life. Above 2ll, a megazine was needed that glorified Christ and made
Him attractive. The leaders feel that "Young Life" is the enswer. In
the first issue, Jim.Rayburn says:

Jesus Christ is really attractivel So, we seek to present Him

in the most attractive way. Young Life Clubs throughout the nation

are "meetings that young people like." And that's our goal for

the monthly issue of "YOUNG LIFE", tooes If you don't like it,

we'll change it. We want it to be the high school gang's own

= meagazine, full of real stuff because it comes in the N?me of the
One who said, "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life,."

Hezel Goddard was the first editor end held that position until
October 1948 when she was succeeded by Wally Howard, the present editore.
The first issue appeared in March, 1944, and was a small eight page
magazine. Since then it has grown steadily and now averages twenty-six
pages in lengthe. The issues are sprinkled throughout with pictures that
greatly add to its appeal to young people. Each month the cover page
plctures young people engaged in having fune. Well over half of the issues
show them indulging in sports, both individual and in groups. They are
always attractive and really seem to be enjoying life. The magazine is

sme.ll, six by eight and ome-half inches, and is very readable,

2« Content
The articles that are featured each month in "Young Life" cover
all phases of the life of the high school young person.‘ The regular

1. Jim Rayburn, "Dear Gang," Young Life, Vol. I, No. 1, (¥arch, 1944),
Pe 1.
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features conbtain "Reactions", readers expressing their opinion; an
editorial, "Say, Gang," by Jim Rayburn; a poet's page submitted by the
young people; "The Silo", a page of jokes and well named; "Down to
Business", daily Bible readings and comments; "Cross Countfy", news fronm
the various clubs; "Here's Why", questions sent in by readers and answered
" by staff members; and "Owr By=Lines", news items about staff members.
Other %imes they have featured "Kid of the Month", a news sketch of some
6utstanding young person.

Besides the regular features there is fiction, stories that
ere interesting and deal with problems that are common to the high school
crowde [Lach month an average of four,arficles are incorporated. These
cover all subjects: prayer, Bible study, sports, mamners, Christian
biography, success stories, social life of the young people, and many
other current subjects that are vital and interesting.

Comparatively speaking, little is written about the Young Life
Campaign as such bubt most of the space is taken up with meeting the
problemé that face young people today. The Christian life is upheld as
the successful life and the only true success for any person. One must
remember that "Young Life" is a megazine for teen—égers and geared to

meet their needs,

3« Appeal

There are two features of "Young Life" that need special
attention. OUne is the monthly editorial, "Say, Gang", by Jim Rayburn and
the other is "Down to Business", the daily'Bible reaéings.> This is typical

of the magaziﬁé and its well-rounded appealQ Just as the aims of Young
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life are to preach the Gospel to the unsaved and to teach the Christian
to go deeper into the Christian life, sc these two features are geared
to those aims. These two have proved to be the most popular features

of the magazine.

"Say, Gang™ is definitely evangelistic and aimed at arousing

in the yowng person a desire to know Jesus Christ as Saviour. Here is

a typical example:

I hope you have been doing some thinking the last two months
about what an attractive proposition Christiesnity is. Here is
enother thing that mekes it truly ring the bell with thinking
young people. Christianity is real. It is actual. As one great
writer recently said, "Christianity is an historicel fact." And
another has said it is a "fact-based religione . « «the only’
fact-based religion."

The other feature, "Down to Business", is geared for the
young Christian who is reading his Bible daily'and growing in the faith.
It challenges him to go on:

A Wew Fight. I Tim. 6:12. The Christian life isn't just a
lackadaisical, rocking=-chair thing. When you step out to live
for God, you will meet up with some powerful ememies who will
put up & good fight. Remember, though, that "Greater is He

Thet is in you than he that is in the world.” Ephesians 6:10-17
will gize you some good instructions on being prepared for this
battle,

However, the two are inter-related and appeal to both the saved
and the unsaved but the emphasis is differeunt in each case. The leaders
feel that "Young Life" presents Christianity in all its attractiveness
and carries it into efery phase of the young person's life, and that that
is the reason for its appeal.

L] L * L4 * [ ]

le Jim Rayburn, "Say, Gang", Young Life, Vole. III, No. 8, (April, 1946),
Pe 30

2o TWende Amn lercer, "Down to Business", Young Life, Vole V, No. 5,
(January, 1948), pe 21.



Ge The Adverse Criticism of Young Life

Any organization that is active and doing things receives
both good and adverse criticisms, and Young Life is no exception. How-
ever, Young Life has received less than meny such orgeanizations for its
work has lacked the ostentation and display that may characterize others.
According to Mr. Wally Howard, the editor of "Young Life" magazine, the
criticism that they receive at the editorial office éan be classified

in a three=~fold menner:

First, we get opposition from those who are of the liberal
school of theology. Naturally they would fight any work which is
fundemental. Second, we get opposition, particularly in the South,
from those who are not interested in anything beyond their own
denominational organizations., Third, we get some opposition from
those who believe much as we do about the Gospel and yet either
misunderstand our objectives or are jeilous of our success in
winning the atbention of young people.

These objections are generally stated. Adverse criticism of
the movement has came from both denominationel and inter-denominational
sources. One example from each of these will suffice. Some criticisms
listed by the Southwesbtern Advocate, a Methodist publication, are here

paraphrased:

1. Boys and girls that have been indoctrinated by Young Life
criticize Methodist Church Schocl literature, create disturbances
generally, and refuse to cooperate with the youth program. Young
Life is definitely harmful to minds of young people and to the
Methodist Church.

2e Young life has no connection with any recognized churche

3e Directors of the orgenization, who are adults, stated that
the membership of Young Life is confined solely to boys and girls
in High School....The fact that several known Young Life members
are college students was not explained. B

4. He affirmed that Young Life is interested only in young people

- - L ® L] L]

1. Personal Letter from Wally Howard, editor of Young Life magazine.
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outside the church. However, a great many, if not a majority
of the adherents of Young Life, are, or at least at one time
were, members of a recognized church. A number are or were
Methodistse

5. They sing "simple little choruses." Then an adult leader
rams home his interpretation of the Bible for fifteen to twenty
minvtes.

6« Testimonials are frequente The singing of jazzed versions
of hymms rings over the group. ZImotion runs high. In relations
with the_public and in actual meetings, sensationalism reigns
supreme.

Another exemple is that given by the International Council
Religious Education and is paraphrased below:

1. Since they are adult dominated, they are also program centered,
giving no opportunity for the actual sharing by young people in

the development of their activities and providing in no way for
developing in them & sense of responsibility in the Kingdom of Gode
2e¢ There is an almost tobtal absence of any awareness of the social
implication of the message of Jesus Christe

3e Because they are non-denominationel, they have no direct tie-up
with the churches and in practically all communities there is no
adequate way of referring those young people who make commitments

Yo the pastor of a local church of their choice.

4. The most severe criticism of these programs is that they do

not reach unchurched youth. Despite the claims of newspaper
publicity, the most objective observations which we have beenddle

to meke in numerous communities point to the fact that the young
people supporting the programs are in the main from fundamentalistic
churches and that very few of them are in the group which is generally
consildered unchurched,

Howard, editor of "Young Life", sums up his feeling sbout such

criticism by saying:

1.

Ze

3e

A much more insidious enemy than open criticism is the apathy end
indifference on the part of realsBible~believing Christians to
do the job of reaching the losbt.”

As is seen ebove, the most frequent criticism of Young life

John Barron, "Youth Movements Condemned As Shameful Shams by Methodists",
The Southwestern Advocate, Vol. XCV, Ho. 8, (July 22, 1948), ppe. l-4.
"Youth for Christ and Other Non-Denominational Youth Movements", A
report by the International Council of Religious Educabtion.

Howard, loce cit.
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is that it has no tie-up with the churches; it does not reach unchurched

youth; and it is adult dominated and program centered.
He Summary

In this chapter a brief stuc‘ly has been made of the development
and grovrbh‘of the Yowng Life Ceampaign in order to discover its reason
for existence and the program that it offers in attempbing to reach the
forgotten "mission field" of the high schools of America.

Study was given to the reason for Younngife, the great aloof-
mness of the majority of young people toward the organized Church today.
The history was nobed, with its steady growth from five original workers
at the b'eg;inning in 1841, to thirty-four sbtaff members 'in 1948, In
addition, a large number of ley leaders are being trained to ’ca.kerover
the local club thus relieving the regular sbtaff worker for pioneer worke

Consideration was given the organization of Young Life. It
was found to be a functioning, democratic organization with évery member
extrenely interested in the work of winning the "hard-to-reach” high school
young person to Christ.

The aims were then discussed, followed by the program and
methods that Young Life employs in reaching the objectives set upe The
progran was seen to be abtractive, informal; and evangelisvic, with the

Gospel given forth in language that they can understand. The program is
varied and flexible, thereby sustaining the fluctuating interest of the
teen~ager. Another part of the program is the publication, the "Young
Life Magazine"” which is designed for and geared to the needs end desires

of the high school young persone



1% was seen that while Young Life has made rapid and popular
advance, it has not done $o without recéiving adverse criticism from
both denominational and inter-denominational sources.

Thus this chapber has set forth the Young Life Campaign that
has arisen in answer to a felt need in the high schools of America and
has shown how it attempts to reach these young people by the program

and methods it offerse
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CHAPTER II
YOUTH FOR CHRIST INTERNATIOHAL

Youth for Christ International is another extra-church
organization which ministers to the same age group as the Young Life
Campaign. In this chapter consideration will be given to the reéson
for the existence of Youth for Christ, the history, the organization,
the aims, the program and methods, the publication, and the adverse
criticism of the organization. Yarticular attention will be given
the methods and program employed by the leaders in reaching young
people who are outside the organized church with a mass movement of

evangelism.
A. The Heason far Youth for Christ

Youth for Christ arose and spread with such rapidity that it

caused many people to womder just what it was. The leaders of the
movement gave their answer., "Youth for Christ is an instrument of God,
‘born of the Holy Spirit and raised up in these last days to promote
and work toward the final, complete evangelism of the entire world, "l
Mr. Cedric Sears, Service Director for the Upper Central Region, felt
that the second World War marked the beginning of the decay of the
twentieth century, andralthough the signs of the decline of this present
age are all around, few seem to be aware of it. He sees the reasons

* * . L 4 * [ d

1. "™ihat is Youth for Christ", a pamphlet.
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for this decline in the education of today where discipline is sadly
lacking and in the homes which have failed in their purpose. Thus
with the breakdown of the home and school he is not surprised in ‘the
rampant spread of crime today and the almost complete collapse of
remediese He feels that the saddest part of all this is that the church
has failed, and offers the following smtistics in support of his claim:
According to the recent issue of a widely read publication,
lagt year over 60,000 churches in America reported no conversions.
Some 27,000,000 youth under twenty-one received no religious
instruction whatever. Children under twelve to the number of
13,400,000 are without religious training; 10,000 villages in
our country are without churches; 30,000 villages have no resident
pastor.
Only 68,000,000 of our people profess any kind of religious be~
lief and only 28% of our people ever attend church. Sunday morning
church attendence in “merica amounts to only 8% of our population,
and Sunday evening attendance is only 2%. Rural churches are
dying at the rate of 1,000 a year.
The leaders of Youth for Christ believe that God brought
the orgenization into being to aid in the solution of this problem.
It was felt that the organized church was failing to reach this group
with the gospel and so Youth for Christ came to the fore, utilizing a
night that was rarely used in the churches for youth activity, and
launched their evangelistic campaign to reach these young people.
Dre Robert Cook, the president of Youth for Christ Inbernational, writes
that Youth for Christ is proving itself to be an effective, workable
proposition and that the key to its success is prayer; He explained
that youth evengelism in itself is not new, and church effort in

- - . L d L L]

1. Cedric Sears, "Hour of Destiny," Youth for Christ, Vol. V, No. 7,
(October, 1947), pe 10e
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evangelism is not new but thabt the thought on an inferdenominational
youth rally chammeling its converts back into the churches seems to be
something new "which God has seen fit to marvelously bless." Dr. Cook
"goes on to say that they realize that many people think they are dreamers
at the possibility of evangelizing the world in this generation, but
they f eel it can be done and are stepping out on faith to do their

best to complete the job.1

B. The History of Youth for Christ

l. The Origin
The process of discovering the origin of Youth for Christ is
an extremely difficult jobe Without definite planning, without central
coordination or lengthy conferences on procedure, the movement seemed
to spring up simultaneously all over the United States in large cities
and small towns. It moved so rapidly that it was difficult to keep
pace with its progress or follow its movements. The official: leaders
take no credit for initiating the movement but feel that it is of God:
It is evident that the movement is of such an extensive and
inexplainable nature that no human being could be responsible
for ite Ae Lo Dague of San Francisco, California, wrote in the
Sunday panel discussion: t'Just as Peter was not the founder
of the Church end Martin Luther was not the author of the
Heformation, so no mere man can be given credit for fathering
Youth for Christ. Christ Himself, working through meny widely
separatgd locations, is calling out the youth in this great
movement.
Although the definite progenitor of Youth for Christ is

diffiocult to ascertain, liel Larson notes certain youth organizations

- * L L) ] [ 4

1. Mel Larson, "ihither Youth for Christ," Moody Monthly, 1948 (reprint).

2. Mel Larson, Youth for Christ, p. 31.
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that have éontributed to its development. The British Young Life
Campaign, which was considered in the first chapter of this study,
may be acknowledged as one of the forerunners.1 In America, as far
back as the early thirties, young men were sowing the seeds. Percy
Crawford, the director of the Young People's Church of the Air program,
greatly influenced the method and message of Youth for Christ for he
spoke the lenguage of youth in a frank, sincere way. In 1930 Mr. Lloyd
Bryant organized The Christian Youth Campaign of America in New York
City and conducted rallies in the vicinity of Times Square. Ur. larson
feels that, although this organization has not been used of God To
the extent that Youth for Christ has been used today, yet it is the
roots of this movement.
A youth meeting was begun in Brantford, Ontario, in 1934 by
Paul Guinness whd came to Canada from Australia with & burning deéire to
start a Christian youth movement in the high schools and colleges.
Detroit was one of the first organizations to use the term "Youth for
Christ" in its programe. Lt was begun by Oscar Gillian in 1937 énd
rose to prominence under the leadership of Ed Darling and can now humbly
boast of being one of the oldest Youth for Christ groups in the world.
By 1940 all of these groups were functioning each in its own
place and awaiting the spark to sbart the fire. That spark proved to
be Jack Wyrtzen with the organizetion initiated by him, The ¥Word of
Life Hour, and the result was Youth for Christ in its presenﬁ style and
pattern. He was probably the firs+t to call his program "Youth for Christ."

[ 3 . L4 L - L

1. An’be, P. 6.



-38=

Before his conversion he played in a dance band but from the time of
his conversion his one passion was to hold forth the Vord of life, He
spent his noon hours preaching in the City Hall Park to all who passéd
by, both Bowery bums and Wall Street brokeré. He was advised by Percy
CrawBord to get into youth evangelism with the radio as his pulpite
From the time of his first rally in Madison Square Garden, when on
April 1, 1944, 20,000 thronged into the meeting and ten thousand were
turned away, the movement spread with youth leaders launching meebtings
all over the United States. By the summer of 1944, the movement wes
in its early stages in Indianapolis, Ste. Louis and Minneapolise A1l
of these meetings were patterned after The Word of Life.

For several months prior to this time youth leaders in

Chicago hed been praying about the matter of svarting Youth for Christ

in Chicagoe This maﬁﬁgfh relly of Jack Wyrtzen's seemed to be the

needed incentive, and in April, 1944, Torrey Johnson agreed Lo be the

leader and organizer of Chicegoland Youth for Christ.?

It may be correct to say that Chicagoland Youth for Christ,
because of 1ts faith, sensational growth, success, and the
recognition it received, has done more_to spread Youth for
Christ than any other single movement.

Yhen crowds of 3,000 began to pack Chicago's Orchestra Hall,
the word spread rapidly. It became widely publicized:
The twenty-uwo Hearst newspapers have given Youth for Christ
much favorable publicity. This publicity undoubbedly has done

much to put the movement before the secular . . . Nation-wide
coverage followed the first anniversary of Chicagoland Youth
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l. larson, op. Cite, pp. 41-47.
2. Torrey Johnson and Robert Cook, Reaching Youth for Christ, ppe 9-13.
3. larson, opes cite, pe 57.



for Christ rally.l

Lhis first anniversary was marked by & colossal Memorial
Day Relly in Soldier's Field in Chicagzo. It is estimated by Mr,
Larson that 75,000 packed the field. "From the first ammouncement given
over the microphone at 6:30 pem., until the voices of the white-robed
choir of 5,000 died out at 10:45, a repid fire program with dozens of
celebrities made history.'"?

The leaders of this movement feel that the orgenization on
en international scale had to come. "It was a question of either doing
the job or fighting against God, and eventually those who labored to
bring it ebout were given grace to say 'yes! to Him."3 In August, 1944,
they met at Winona Lake, Indiansa, and discussed such metters as: how
to help Youth for Christ to the right kind of start in cities where
the need was greatj what could be done to service these different move-
ments with speakers, singers and other help; and what could be done to
develop leadership. After this preliminary conference amother was held
in Detroit in November, 1944. Present were thirty-five leaders repre=-
senfing eight states and twenty-one cities. Here plans were laid for
the Winona Leke convention where they hoped to acquaint young people of

differend cities with one another and train them for positions of re-

sponsibility and 1eadership.4

2¢ The Development

1, Larson, ope ¢ite., pe 72

2« Clyde H. Dennis, "Great Soldier Field Rally," Youth for Christ, Vol. III,
Ho. 6, (June, 1945), p. l. _

8. Torrey M, Jolmson, "Youth for Christ Inbernational," Youth for Christ,

Vol, III, No. 3, (larch, 1945), p. 1.
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In July, 1945, at the Winona Llake Convention, Youth for
Christ International became a permanenmt organization. Torrey Johnson
of Chicego was elected presidents The operating budget for the-year
was set at $200,000. Here youth leaders from all over North America
worked together, adopted a constitution, fixed policies, and outlined
plans world-wide in scopes

When the movement was orgenized, it was reported that there
were rallies being held in five hundred cities in the United States.
During the following year, 1946, the number, both of rallies and
attendance, rose higher. "The largest regular Youth for Christ meeting
is held in Minmeapolis with an average attendance of ababt 6,000. Toronto
regularly packs in 3,000, Chicago 3,000, Ste. Louis 2,500, and Los Angeles
2,000."1

In larch, 1946, the first Zuropesn teem, consisting of Torrey
Johmson, Billy Graham, Charles Templeton and Stratton Shufelt fleﬁ o
fpglend for six weeks of meetingse

This was the kind of trip for which Youth for Christ Inter-
netional had been organized. 3By pooling the stremgth of all of
the groups, the various rallies in North America could send four
firgtfrgte,you?g mgn to tell what God had done through Youth for
Christ in #merica.

The second Annual Conve rbion met at Medicine lLeke, Minmesotba,
in July, 1946, with 700 leaders present who reported that in some regions
the number of rallies had increased ten times in just one year. The
European trip had showed what could be done overseas.® It was voted to

® o o © s @

1. "Story of Youbh for Christ," a pamphlet.
2. larson, op. cit., p. 93.
3¢ Loc. cit.
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send five teams of evangelists to Britain, Scandanavia, Australia and
Japan in the coming year. Torrey Johnson was re-elected president,
and a plan was adopted to tithe offerings received at local rallies to
carry on the world evangelization policy.l
The idea of a world congreés in Switzerland in 1948 had come
to Torrey Jobmson during his trip td Germany. ZThis plan was presented
at the Third Amual Convention at Winona Leke in July, 1947, and enthusi-
astically accepted. Other decisions that highlighted this meebing were:
l. At least twenty Youth for Christ teams authorized for 1947-48,
2. Budget of $538,000 unanimously approved.
3« UOver 450 decisions for salvation and dedication from the young
people who were present at the conventione.
4. Setting of a goal for a rally in every coumby in the United
States by the 1948 convention, over 3,000 in all.
5¢ Re=election of Torrey Jomnson president. v
- 6o Adoption of a world program calling for expenditure of

$340,000 in the next twelve monthse
7. Ylans to spend $100,000 for clothing and relief next year.

2

The Fourth Annual Convention wes again held at Winona lLake
in July, 1948, lir. Frank C, Phillips, the executive vice-president,
presented the following items in looking back over their past year:
numerically, Youth for Christ was about twenty per cent stronger; on the
average, éttendances were smaller; o very important spiritual growth
was seen; the reallies were on better foundations, betbter grounded, and
getting betlter cooperation from local churches and pasbtors; and an
increasing number of souls was being won to Christe It was emphasized
thet in the coming year sinner contact must be renewed; a spiritual
deepening emphasized; a program bathed in prayer; a stronger follow-up;

1. "Blessings Untold at liedicine Lake Conference," Youth for Christ,
Vol. IV, Ho. 9, (September, 1946), ppe 21=22.

2+ lMel Larson, "Report from Vinona Lake,” Youth for Christ, Vol, V,
Noe 7, (October, 1947), pe 5.



more passion for souls; structural discipline in working %bogether; and
lastly, missionary daring. Two of the most importent aspects stressed
were the European Cempaign and the work of Youth for Christ in the Bible
clubs in the high schools. Dre Robert A. Cook of Chicago, was elected
president; a budget of $872,000 for the next year was adopted; and a
report was given that their aim of the previous year for a rally in
every county had not been realized but that about one-third of the out-
standing cities now had active rallies.l

Immediately after this convention thirty-one of the delegates
flew to Beatenberg, Switzerland for the first World Congress of Youth
for Christ International. Thirty nations were represented. The Congress
met for one purpose, that by pooling ideas and resources the world might
be evangelized in this generation. Unity and prayer. permeated the
Congress and emphasis was placed on shartness of time in which To
evangelize the world.2

The Fifth Anmuel Convention met at Winone Lake, in July, 1949.
From the reports that came in, the leaders felt that Youth for Christ was
more virulent than ever before and poised for a spiritusl offensive
across the world. They rededicated themselves to the now familiar slogen,
"the evangelization of the world in this generation.” The leaders voted
to steer the movement into en even deeper spiritual émphasis. It was
felt that concentration should be given in the following year to the
rural areas of Americe. A reselling job would be done in cities where
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enthusiasm had lagged or ebbed away. More city-wide campaigns and
world vision conferences would cast stronger gears for the work shead.
It was reaffirmed that Youth for Christ would continue to operate only
as an evangelistic agency, not as a missiona.ry society, and they pledged
their loyalbty to the existing missionary societies that were represented
at the Convention.

A report was given by Al Metsker of Keansas City as to the
High School Bible Club work. The leaders felt that here was one great
aim for the coming year, to organize such clubs in other areas. The
Convention set up an International Bible Club Department, and the i'eby
launched concentrated intra~school evangelism. Of great importance
was the approval of a plan to Blanket Europe in the summer of 1950 with
some one hundred teems carefully chosen out of “merican colleges and
Bible schools. These teams are To be sent out, largely supported by
their own classmates, and will specialize in open~air evangelism in
such countries as Framce, Italy, Germany and the Lowlands. AT the end
of their campaign they are to atbtend the World Congress slated for
Augus’c\ and share with the delegates the impact of their evangelistic
campaigne. &£s the week ended, the Conventioneers left convinced that

Youth for Christ was more alive today than evez‘.1

3e The Present Situation
Youth for Christ International has now been a functioning
organization for five years. VWhen it was first organized, many opinions
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were expressed as to its survival chances. "Youth for Christ may last
six months, or possibly a year or two at the most, skeptics said in
1944."1 The leaders are happy to report that this was not so:

But they guessed wrong, because youth seemed to like the
idea of a wholesome program for Saturday night. Since 1944 when
Youth for Christ started against e background of war-spawned
juvenile delinguency, it has expanded now to 1,450 cities, towms,
and villages scross the United States. +n addition, there are
550 rallies in fifty-four other nations.

At the rally a week ago in Minneapolis auditorium 6,000 persons
were in the agdience. 0f this number two-thirds were under thirty
years of age.

To the question as +to whether Youth for Christ had stopped
growing, Dr. Cook, the president, answered:

The best answer is an honest appraisal of the facts. Certainly
Youth for Christ swept everything before it like a preirie fire
in those first months. . . It would be a tragedy if Youth for
Christ were only a grass-fire, however. Some of us like to think
that a better comparison is that of the process required in
getting up sbteam in a boiler. First, the kindling and the hot
flash of fleme that ignites the coal. Later, and better and more
lasting, is the guiet burning that gives off heat and power. It is

.. the steady heat that pulls the load,

Dr, Cook feels that Youth for Christ has grown in a way not
measurable by facts and figures, that of spiritual depth. With this
spiritual growth has come a new awareness of the real reasoh why God
raised up Youth for Christ, the evangelizabtion of this generation.

"The conviction persists that God has raised up Youth for Christ Inter-
national for His reaping ministry in this hour of crisisi"4
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Ce The Organization

l. *he Leaders

The leaders of Youth for Christ feel that "organization" is
not exactly the term that is applicable to their movement but that it
is rather a "fellowship" of like minds and faith. It has no official
Jurisdiction over any local rally or any group of rallies anywhere in
the world.

8¢ The Official Board

Ihe officers of Youth for Christ Imternational consist of
a presidenf, a vice-president, an executive vice~president, vice-presi-
dents representing regional areas, a treasurer and a secretary.. This
group constitutes the Executive Council. These are elected by a vote
of the majority of official delegates at the Amnual Convention. There
is also a Cooperating Council International composed of representative
clergymen and leymen, elected by a majofity vote of the Executive
Council. It was decided to keep the organization as simple as possible
in keeping with efficiency and effectiveness. Local groups are %o be
established oﬁ at least a city or county~wide basis. These should be
grouped into regional areas as determined by the Executive Coun.cil.1

In addition to the Constitution, Youth for Christ has a.
Statement of Policy which sebts sbandards for local groups and re-emphasizes
the fact that Youth for Christ is international and interdenominational
in fellowship but non-denominabtional in emphasis.z )

l. Comstitubion of Youbth for Christ.
2. "Reporting Historic Convention of Youth for Christ Internsational,"
Youth for Christ, Vol. III, No. 9, (September, 1945), De 14.



be The Staff Members

The staff members are practically all young men. Iel Larson
describes them as: "Young men of vision, young men of prayer, and young
men of uncompromising Christian character. ~Above all, they depend on
the Lord for any results which may come from their efforts."l lire Larson
sent out questionnaires to these leaders and in the 153 thal were re-
turned these things were noted: the average age of the directors was
33437 yoars; averége age when directors were convertved was 15.6 years;
the denominations represented among directors were 20; and the denomi-
nation with the most directors was the Baptist with 64 represented. One
of the criticisms of Youth for Christ has been that it played up the
man too much and failed to sufficiently glorify Christ. Mr. larson
answers bhus:

The answer is pertly in understending that there is a great
difference between "sheep feeding" and fish catching"., It's
not necessary to use fishing bait to atbract sheep to the feeding
trough. Natural hunger is sufficient--bubt the sinner is not
hungrye. « « Young people vend to be hero worshippers. Because
of that humen trait Youth for Christ leaders have sought to
reach them through outstending men and women in various fields.
The crux of the matber lies in switching their atbention from
the individuel to Christ.?

The leaders are cognizant that the local leadership of some
rallies has not always been up to the standard which they like. "At
times we have been embarrassed by the mediocre or 'doubtful' type of
work being carried on in some places."3 Dr. Oswald J. Smith, world

missionary leader of Toronto, Canada, says this of the leaders: "I anm

L ] . L4 . L4 [ 4

1. Mel Larson, Youth for Christ, p. 98.
2. Ibid., p. 1l4.
3. "What is Youth for Christ," a pamphlet.
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intimately acquainbed with the leaders of Youth for Christ. I know
them to be spiritual. In syité of the many objectionable methods used
in early days, these men were out for sou.].s."l

el Larson has discussed several things which characterize
almost every Youth for Christ leader. He usually has a pleasing person=
alitys; he is happy about his Christian experience and life; he has a
sense of humor and is not afraid to try the unique; he hes vision and
the faith to do what that vision tells him to do; he is a good organizer,
unfettered by denominational ties or insignificant differences between
believers; he is a man of prayer; and many btimes, he is a musician or
a leader in sports or the business worlde Fxamples of these are:
Torrey Johnson, a young pastor who was a "crack" swimmer and won the
breast stroke meet in a National tournament; Billy Graham, who is presi-
dent of Horthwestern Schools in Minneapolis; Charles "Chuck" Templeton,
who was & sports cartoonist for the Toronto Daily Globe before his
conver sion; and Gil Dodds, the holder of the world indoor mile record.
God has called busy young men to the task of winning other young people
to Him.

ce lay ILeaders

Because of the looseness"of Youth for Christ organization,
the leaders feel that great importance is to be laid on the lay leader-
shipe. "The character of any local rally is determined by the consecra-
tion of the~local 1eadership."3 Lhe connection of the official Board

* @ . L L L]

1. Oswald J. Smith, "Vision of Youth for Christ," a pamphlet.
2. Larson, op. cit., pp. 98-109.
3. "ihat is Youth for Christ," a pamphlet.
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end the local rally is maihly advisory. "It éppears to be a laymen's

movement because the executive committee, those who meke and carry out
the plans in the local orgenization, usually consists of a larger number
of Christian laymen than pastors."l In addition to the local executive

there should be an Advisory Committee formed from the representatives

of each church and other sympathetic Christian groups, and a Youth

Council consisting of selected members from perticipating ohurches.2

2¢ The Financial Policy

The leaders feel that Youth for Christ is a miracle in the_
provision that God has made for its. No church, denomination, missionary
society or group of wealthy peoplé underwrite ite. It is entirely de-
pendent upon the Lord as He moves people to give. In ﬁhe movement there
are no accumulated funds, no endowments and no investments. It is a
day by day answer to prayer. Tithes and gifts are sent in frém the
locel rallies ﬁhich are self-susbaining. No pressure is put upon local
groups for support and no orgenized campaigns are made. At the First
Annual Convention recommendation was made as to two methods that might
be used to help finance Youth for Christ; first, a tithe of the income
of the local rally; or secondly, one offering per year from each rally

held monthly.3

3« Doctrinal Basis

Youth for Christ has a seven point Statement of Faith to which

1. "Organization," a pamphlet.

2+ loc. cit. ~

3+ Torrey M. Johmson, "that is fouth for Christ International," Youth
for Christ, Vols VI, Wo. 5, (August, 1948), p. 32.
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sach leader must subscribe without menbtel reservetion:

1. We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible,
authoritative Word of God.

2s We believe that there-is one God, eternally existent in three
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

3. Ve believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His
virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His
vicarious and atoning death through His shed blood, in His
bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of
the Father, and in His personal return in power and glorye

4, TWe believe that for the salvation of lost and sinful man
regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential.

5., We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by
whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a godly
life.

6. Ve believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the
lost; they that are saved unto the resurrection of life
and they that are lost unto the resurrection of damnation1
7o We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in Christ.
A signed copy of this Statement must be filed by each official worker
with the bxecubtive Secretary.
Thus the organization of Youth for Christ is seen o be more
of a fellowship than a closely knit orgenizations The International
group stands in an advisory capacity to the local groupse. Each local
group is self-sustaining and aids in the support of the lerger orgeni-

zatione The International and local groups are bound together by their

cormon Statement of Feith to which all official workers must assent.
De The Aims of Youth for Christ

The major objectives of Youth for Christ were drawn up at the
First Ammual Convention in 1945:
1. To promote and help Youth for Christ everywhere.

* L * L4 [ 3 .

l. Constitution of Youth for Christ,
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2+ To encourage world evangelism among youth.

3+ To emphasize radiant, vicboriocus living.

4. To foster service international of youth through
existing agencies.

The leaders feel that their job is to resuce souls from the
world of sin and to channel them into the local church and other agencies
who are out for the cause of Christ. "Youth for Christ exists exclusively
for others and will survive and flourish as long as it loses itself in

service to others."2

E. The Program and Methods of Youth for Christ

l. The Approach

The local Youth for Christ organization usually springs from
one person who has cgught the vision of reaching young people in his
comunity and has the enthusiasm to carry it thrbugh. lr, Cedric Sears
discussed the ways and means of getting a local rally started after
someone has caught the vision. He feels that the person who begins
the local movement should be a member of the commmnity, a consecrated
Christian, and one who has definite leadership ability and standing in
the community. Before 1aunch:lﬁg the movement, he should call together
all interested persons end meet in some meutral place. Those who should
be invited to such a meeting are all pastors who are true to the Word
of God, all young people's leaders, and several Christian business men.
Since Youth for Christ is a local affair, there is no set rule for
orgenization but an Executive Committee should be chosen from those who

e o o e & o

1. Loc. cit.
2« Torrey I, Johmson, "What is Youth for Christ International,” Youth
for Christ, Vol. VI, No. 5, (August, 1948), p. 32.



attend this meeting, Both young people and adult leaders should be
represented on the Committee. They are warned to avoid a one-man
orgenization by giving as many as possible places of responsibility.
Above all else, decisions must be made through persevering prayer.
Once the rally is underway, the local group will probably seek affili-
ation with Youth for Christ International.l
Certain fundamental principles that each local rally should
keep in mind when establishing a successful rally are these:
l. Ibs message is to the unreached youth. It is interdenomi-
national; solicit the cooperation of all churches.
2+ As far as possible your meeting place should be a neubral
auditorium other than a church, such as & high school
avditorium, civic auditorium, or other neutral building,
though sometimes a church must be used.
3. Remember-=~spirituality can never be supplanted by organi~-
zation.
To aid in the organization of local rallies, the Executive
Coune¢il from the International office sends out full-time field repre-

sentatives to offer advice as to new rallies, to revive old ones, and

to speak when the opportunity provides.

2. The Regular Meeting

Youth for Christ is geared for young people and the program
and methods are those'whiéh the leaders feel will accomplish their aim
of evangelizing the world in this generations The regular meeting is
the Saturday night rally. The methods, message, and follow-up of these

will be noted.

1. Cedric Sears, "Hour of DeStiny," Youth for Christ, Vole V, Ho., 7,
(October, 1947), pe 1le.
2o "Organization,'" a pamphlet.



ae Hethod
Youth for Christ reaches its young people through the medium
of the mass evangelistic meeting. They recognize the fact that young
people are mass-minded, doing what others do, and going where others
goe Youth for Christ has been criticized more for the methods they
employ in reaching young people than for any other aspect of their move~
ment. Commenting upon this Torrey Johnson says:
Our hope from the very begimming of "Chicagoland Youth for
Christ" was to help meet the challenge of a day of constantly
increasing sinfulness. Ve believed with all our hearts that
God was leading in this matber and we're leaving no stone un-
turned, either by advertising, by the arrangement of an attractive
program, or by the preparatiom of ushers, personal counselors,
and speakers, to present God's very best to Chicago's youthe
The leaders -adwmit that some of their methods are bizarre but
are justifiable, as Ed Darling of Detroit sﬁys, "Programming is a tough
things I believe God has used fouth for Christ somehow to try everything,
even including horses. There's a place for every"ching."2 Youth for
Christ sets up a four-fold standard for their methods: "Every servant
of Christ must be sure that his methods.are, first of all, FURE; secondly,
POTENT; thirdly, PROGRESSIVE; and finally and supremely, PLEASING UNTO
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST."  These mass meetings are characterized by
spectacular numbers, colorful personalities, and lively musice
The meetings are generally around two and one-half hours in
length. They are timed to the last minute. Usually the first half-hour

l. Torrey Johnson and Robert Cook, Reaching Youth for Christ, p. 20.

" 2. Annual Report for Youbh for Christ for 1948, p. 23.

3. Torrey I, Johnson, “The Mgthods of Youth for Christ,”™ Youth for
Christ, Vol., III, Wo. 9, (September, 1945), p. 6.



is given over to music, either an organ recital or a band concert.

Then in rapid succession thefe follows e song service, various musical

numbers and special features, and short bestimonies by-Christian students,
service persomnel, and obther young people. Through these features the
atmosphere is set for the climax of the meeting, the message given by

an ocutstanding evangelist or pastor. This is followed by a straight-

forward gospel invitation.l Since the message is the focal point of

the meeting, the official leaders have prepared a seven point list of

advice that is sent to prospective speakers:

le Be on time, 7:00 for prayer meetinge.

2« Begin your message promptly without too much "ice-breaking".
3s Ye have found a message of 25 minubes most effective. This,
in view of the fact that Youth for Christ is not a church

service but a different type of sapproach altogether.

4. You may conduct your own invitation or turn back to the
director to conduct same. At any rate, turn it over to the
director before dismissing the audience.

5¢ Dwell on the positive aspects of salvation and consecraulon,
and leave doctrinal hobbies strictly alone. Ve cannot alienate
our Arminian brethren at the expense of the Calvinists, or
vice versa; bubt we must preach the Gospel, pure, simple, clear,
forceful, persuasive and let indoctrination be the job of the
local churches.

6« State clearly in your message HOW to be saved. Iiany of the
criticisms we receive from young people themselves grow out
of the fact that the speaker preached a good sermon, without
telling them exactly how to be saved. Remember to do this on
2 Bible basis. Not just your opinion, but the Word of God is
the thing that counts.

7 Don't criticize or poke fun at the local church or pastor.
Youth for Christ is for the church and the pastor--we pray
that we pay aid and supplement pastoral work, not compete
with it. ‘

Mel Larson notes that the unusual features offered by these
meetings keep young people coming. "Humor flows like a steady stream
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1, Mary Anne Klein, "Mass lleetings Win Youth to Christ," His, Vol. IV,
Wos 1, (October, 1944), ppe. 12-14.
2. "Programming," a pamphlet.
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through the meetings, but it is not excessive."l He quotes Charles
Templeton as giving an adequate solution, "Youth for Christ cammot be
& Sunday night service, nor can it be pure‘entertainment. It should be
sparkling and entertaining, and yet spiritual.”
be The Message |
The 1eéders of Youth for Christ feel that they have a unique
message. The American Magezine wrote of Jack Wyrtzen:

For a long time, he feels, many churches have made a grave
mistake in attempting to present religion to young people in
candy-coated packages. There have been too many bird and bee
sermons, he thinks, and too many book reviews and poetry sessions.
There has been too much stress placed on enbertainment and
rumpusrooms and gymnasiuwms, when all the time what youth craves

is the plain, unvarnished Gospel. The churches have been feeding
them ‘oo many ice-cream sodas, in his opinion, when they are
starving for bread and meat.

As has been said, the message of the evening is that to which
all else moves, and the invitation is the focal poinﬁ of the message.
éhe leaders are intensely serious about their work. They state that
the greatest need of the world today is the plain presentation of the
wey of salvation and a call to repentance. Their message is clearcut:

There is no trace of modernism or higher criticism in the message
of Youth for Christ. It is sound and evangelical. Go into

Youth for Christ rallies and you will hear a clearcut message

on salvation or consecration. Youth for Christ believes in the
necessity of regeneration. It emphasizes the new birth. INen

are urged to accept Christ., The Christian is told that God
expects him to give up all knovm sin and live a Spirit-filled life.
There is no compromise a} any point. Worldliness is condemned;
Christ alone is exalted.”

L4 L3 L 4 L L 4 *

1. el lLarson, Youth for Christ, p. T4.

2. Ibid., D. 133, A .

3. Clarence Woodbury, "Bobby Soxers Sing Hallelujeh," American Magazime,
HMarch, 1946, (reprint).

4. Oswald J. Smith, "Vision of Youth for Christ," a pamphlet.
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Torrey Johnson concludes that through such messages young
people discover that God is no faraway, gloomy being who lives solely
in edifices of stone, brick or concrete, and who habitually casts a
look of disapproval on é good time, but they have found thatuﬁb is a
joyful God, full of blessings, and One with whom they can fellowship.

¢e The Follow-Up

At the Fourth Annual Convention in 1948 the need for a
definite follow-up was stressed. IMr. Frank Newell spoke of the great
need of plowing the Word of God into the hearts and lives of the young
people brought to Christ in the meetings:

H

Unless the VWord of God is taught to them, unless they are
solidly grounded in it, you know from painful experience how
often the enemy has come along and snatched away the seed that
has been planted before it has had time to sprout.

In a pamphlet published by the International office they give
informatioﬁ concerning this important mabter. AL The ral}ies the invi-
tation to accept Christ is given and those who raise their hands are
ushered into a seéarate room where they are dealt with by personal
workers. A MNew Testément or Gospel of John is given each convert and
he is encouraged to abttend church. If he has not noted any church
preference, the personal worker directs him to one that he feels will be
helpful. On Honday morning afber the rally a personal letter is written
to each convert and a tract is énclosed. The pastor of the church of
his choice 1s written, telling of the convert's decision and requesting

his help in getting him established in church. Records are kept at the
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1., Lerson, op. cit., pe 133.
2. Amnmual Report of Youth for Christ for 1948, p. 36.
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Youth for Christ office until the convert has joined a church, whereupon
he is considered under the care of the church and the follow-up is dis-
continued.l Before each rally a Bible Study and Memorization club meet®s
at which time they drill on Scripture théy have learned during the week.
The method used is that of "The Navigators", a plan which was discussed
previously.z

The most recent development in the problem of follow=-up is
the High School Bible Clubs that are being organized under the supervision
of Youth for Christ in local areas. The president, Dr. Cook, states
that the High School Bible Clubs are the next frontier in the country.5

Thus the regular meeting of Youth for Christ, to be effective,
muisv be dynamic in method and Christ-centered in message. Converts must
be followed up with a definite program to foster growth in the Christian

life.

3. The Swmer Program

Youth for Christ has no definite summer program in regard %o
the young people themselves. The leaders meet each summer for an
Annual Convention where the results of the year's work are carefully
éxamined, a time of spiritual refreshing is had, and future procedures
are planned. However, these meetings are usually held on some large
conference grounds such as Winona lake, Indiana, and meny young people
atbend these meetings. Local rallies provide special meebtings and social

functions for their groups but, on the whole, no organized summer program.

l. "Follow-up," a pamphlet.
2. Anbte, p. 21.
3. M"ihat's the Answer," a pamphlet.
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is planned for the entire organization. Young people are urged %o

participate in other summer conferences and meetings.

4. Relation to the Church
Because ‘outh for Christ is "extra-church", many feel that is
"anti-church"., The leaders of the movement refute this and give the
atbtitude of Youth for Christ International toward the local church in
this Code for Success:
1. All young people should be home by midnight. Those in the
earlier teens by eleven o'clock. :
2. It is expected that Christian young people be on time and
prepared for Sunday school and church on Sunday morning.
let no one say, "Youth for Christ kept us out late."
3e Be loyal to your church and pastor. He is one of your best
friends, and the work of your own church is of utmost importance.
4. Support your city-wide youth organizations. Yur association
should result in more work for the Lord, not less.
5. Come as often as possible. Bring others, but especially pray
God's blessing on these meetings.
6o There are opportunities for hundreds of young people here.
Find a place and £ill it. God will bless you as you do.
The leaders are cognizant of the fact that no movement of
any kind cen survive apart from the good will and active cooperation of
the local pastor and congregation. For that reason Youth for Christ
directors and committees everywhere are doing all they cen to maintain
and increase and strengthen their relatiomship to local churches. "The
attitude of the whole movement is To cooperate in building young Christiens
to fill a place of real service in their own neighborhoods and their arn
churches."2 In speaking of ‘the relation of Youth for Christ and the de-
nominations, Torrey Johnson writes, "Youbth for Christ is strictly inter-
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1. Torrey M. Johnson, "Youth for Christ and the Local Church," Youth
for Christ, Vol. III, No. 4, (April, 1945}, p. 1.
2. TIbid., p. 2.
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denominational and cooperative. Jfouth for Christ believes in denomi-
nations. ‘e believe that unity in the Spirit does not necessarily imply

. . . . b nl . R . I,
wuniformity in doctrine or practice. Again, in speaking of the relation
of Youth for Christ and other youth organizations he writes:

One of the marvelous ‘things sbout Youth for Christ is that

it does not and needs nolt displace any other youth organization.

Youth for Christ can be a tremendous "spark" to every other youth

group, while at the same time not inbterfering with or hindering

the other groupse.

It has been noted that the main feature of the Youth for Christ
program is the Saturday evening rally where a dynamic message is given
in a unique way, with the aim of winning young people Lo the Gospel.

They assure the church that they do not strive to alienate the youth

from ‘their own churches but seel to win those oubside the regular

churches and supplement the program of those within.
F. The Fublication of Youth for Christ

l. Description

The publication edited by Youth for Christ International is
colled "Youth for Christ llagazine". It is published from 130 North Wells
Street, Chicago 6, Illinois. The editor is Ken Anderson.

Before Youth for Christ was brganized, the Indianapolis Youth
for Christ‘published the magazine for their 1oca1,organization. The
originel magezine was begun in 1943 under the directorship of Roger B.
Halsbary who turned over to Youth Publications and the International
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1. Torrey . Johnson, "Youth for Christ and Denominations," Youth for
Christ, Vol., III, No. 5, (May, 1945), p. 12.

2+ Torrey li. Johnson, "Youth for Christ and Other Youth Organizations,”
Youth for Christ, Vole III, Hoe 6, (June, 1945), pe 5.



organization all rights to the magazine. The new Youth for Christ

Magazine is indebted to them for the name and a subscription list of

about one thousand. The Youth for Christ Magazine began in March, 1945.
. s . - NS |

It has been a monthly publication since that time.

In speaking of the maegazine, Frank C, FPhillips, the Executive
Vice-president of Youth for Christ says:

I heartily agree with Torrey Johnson that it is the greatest
Youth liagazine in America. Bub, notice that only 83 of our 956
rallies are receiving the megazine in quentity. It's the
greatest plece of promotion you can have to give to your comuitbee
or pastors in town and to businessmen and yebt, hundreds of the
rallies don't receive them. %et's double our subscription list
this year and meke it 40,000.

Lhe magazine is small, 6 x 7 3/4 inchess the page is set up
in two columms of clear readable print. The cover page usually features
attractive youny people engeged insports and obviously enjoying what
they are doing. In the first years of its publication by Youth for
Christ, the megazine averaged seventeen pages in length but increased
in size quite repidly and now averages around seventy pages. Fictures

are sprinkled liberally throughout each issue, usually of various rallies

throughout the country and this heighbens interest.

2e Content
llost of the space in the magazine is given over to items

directly concerning the orgenizabtion. However, there are other articles

1. "We Take A Bow," Youth for Christ, Vol. III, No. 3, (March, 1945),
pe 11, S
2. Amuel Report for Youth for Christ for 1948, pe. 9.
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that are of intberest to young peoplee. The regular features include:
"humbs Up, Thumbs Down", the reactions of readers to the magazine;.
"Photographic News", news items of Youth for Christ showm through the
medium.of plctures; "Scrap Book", where "corn" and serious items are
intermingled; "Book Review"; "Pen Pals", where young people write in,
describing themselves and seeking other young people of similar interests
with whom to correspond; "News", concerning the various rallies through-
out the world; aud usuaelly an editorial page wherein the president writes
to the young people. At other times they have included "Youth Counselor",
where questions that are sent in are answered. At various times, "Heetb
the Director™ has been £ eatured with stories about outstanding leaders.
Besides these regular features, a poetry section supplied by the readers
is included. ~Articles and fiction are incorporated into each issue

with the articles oubtnumbering the stories. 4&bout once a year a story-
writing contest is sponsored by the magazine and the winming stories
featured. The articles average about four in each issue and the majority

of them are written concerning some phase of Youth for Christe.

3e Appeal

In planning the magazine the editors have two objectives.
First, they desire to serve as a clearing house of information concerning
the Youth for Christ movement for they feel that their constituency
is limited almost exclusively to those interested in world=-wide Youth
for Christ. In the second place, they want the magazine to be carefully

slanted to the needs and interests of-Christian young people.l

1. "Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down," Youth for Christ, Vols. VII, Ho. 6,
(September, 1949), pe 2.



-5l-

The first objective is very apparent in that most of the
features such as "Hews", "Photographic News", and many of the articles
are geared Lo the promotional espect. News is given from both the
United States and the various countries around the world. Success
stories of local rallies are played upe Numbers are given constantly.
A page picked at random revealed that out of twelve rallies reporving,

"~ ten of them gave the number of young people in attendance and the
1
number of conversionse.

In regard to the second objective, while the articles
featured sre of imbterest to young people, few directly relate to the
everydey experiences of the young Christian's life. One issue, chosen
at random from the years, was July, 1947, and it revealed the following
articles: "The Graham-Barrows Story", this concerned fhe Buropean
evangeliétic tour; "A Britisher Reports on Ybuth for Christ", the content
of which is apparent; "Mediterranean S-0-S", a Youth for Christ meeting:
in that area; "Youthful Novelist', the story of a winner in the short
svory contestb; ‘and "ihat Happens to Youth for Christ Converts". Thus
it can be clearly seen that the Youth for Christ liangazine rulfills ibs
main purpose of disseminabing the news of Youth for Christ throughout

‘the world.
Ge The Adverse Criticisnm

t was not surprising to the leaders of Youth for Christ that

e & o o a e

1, "Girdling the Globe," Youth for Christ, Vol. V, No. 10, (Janvary,
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their organization which was receiving so much publicity would find a
great deal of criticism within that publicity:
The honeymoon days of Youth for Christ are over. The days

of the bobby sox and the bow tie, so far as our spectators are

concerned. low we'lre beginning %o be knocked around a bit.

We're being.criticized, accused, scoffed at. And we're praising

God for itl
Torrey Johnson feels that any movement that exalts the blood of Jesus
Christ is in for much criticism in this age, and that the surest proof
that a religious movement is doiﬁg good and causing concern to the
forces of evil is this criticism. Vhen cribicism arises, therefors,
he continues, it must be of one of two origins: either from misinformed
people or those who oppose the gospel of Jesus Christ and are willing
to take an open stand egeinst the only hope for this world of today.z

lore criticism was published about Youth for Christ in the
formative years of 1945, 1946, than has been published recently. This
criticism of Youth for Christ has run all the way from slight disepproval
to that of naming it "Shameful Sham"3 and "Fascist“.4
Cne of the first articles to appear in this regard was by

Mr, Harold Fey in the "Christian Century". This article appeared in
June before Touth for Christ was organized in July, 1945. According to

Mr., Fey's analysis, Youth for Christ was considered a streamlined re-

vivalism that used to advantege the selling technique of radio. His

l. "Torrey Talks to Teen-agers," Youth for Christ, Vol. IV, Ho. 3,
(March, 1946), pe 33.

2. Ibid. , _

3., John Barron, "Youlth Movements Condemned as Shameful Shams by
listhodists," The Southwestern Advocate, Vol. ZCV, Ho. 8, (July 22,
1943), pe le. _

4, "Youth for Christ Leader Denies Fascist Tinge," Hew York Herald
Tribune, October 27, 1945.
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opinion of the leaders was that they were all young men whose educa-
tional equipment was acquired in high schools and fundamentalist insti-
Tutions. The message was concerned primarily with coumversion and, while
not explained, was made to seem very urgent. He felt that the follow=

up was vague, consisting of getting the convert to sign a card announcing
his decision, and told to join a church if he could find one that was
true to the Bible. He was also advised to conbtinue bto atbtend Youth

for Christ meetings and to "witness". Iluch was spoken about sin, Ir.

Fey continued, but the berminology was not clear as to meaning. He felt
‘that their religion dwelt too much upon the perpendicular plane with
little social concern toward one's fellowmen. He closed the article with
the concession that the movement would bear watching, for many ninisters
felt that Youth for Christ was cubtbing across sounder programs of
Christian Education in their own churches. When the arbicle was written
lr. Fey was of the opinion that it would not last long bubt that its very
existence revealed a spiritual famine that was not being met by the churches
at that time.

In November, 1945, the Imternational Council of Religious
Education circulated & paper reporting on Youth for Christ. A swmary
of the points mede is given here. (1) The movement claims to.be inter-
denominational but investigation shows it to be non-denominational.
Ordinarily it does not have the official approval of the representatives
of any of the regular denominational agencies in the local community.
Hany of the leaders criticize the regular denominetionel churches as
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being unchristian in purpose and outlooke. (2) The goals are very
indefinite. The emphasis is upon eveangelism of youth with the leaders
expressing a desire to be of use as long as possible. (3) It is adult
controlled with the young people merely sitting in as spectators. It
has a strong emotional appeals (4) The majority of people in the audience
are adult rather than youth. (5) It is fundamentalistic in theologye
(8) It is not reaching the unchurchéa youthe (7) It serves to warn
traditional Christian groups that there are still millions of people
unreached by the ineffective programs developed through the local churches.
(8) There are three atbtitudes that the churches may take: first, openly
oppose them but this is felt to be umwise; secondly, ignore them com-
pletely and such contributions as are made; eand thirdly, the churches
may analyze thelr owm programs and see wherein they have failed to
reach these people and seek to remedy the failure.l

Onevof the severest criticisms that has been hurled at the
Touth for Christ lovement was given by the Right Reverend C. Ashton
0ldham, Yrotestant Episcopal Bishop of Albany, wherein he accused ‘them
of being'Fascist in character, anti-Catholic, anti~Semetic, and anki-
ro. He also was quoted as saying that while ostensibly and super-
ficially it looked like an earnest Christian movement, yet there was
denger that young people might be drawn inbo an organization that is
Fascist. This atbtack was vigorously denied by the leaders. The atback
we.s seen to be false and was dropped quite quickly.2 The Christian

e ¢ o o o o

1. "Youth for Christ and Other Non-Denominational Youth lovements," a
report prepared by The International Council of Religious Education.

2. "Youth for Christ Leader Denies Fascist Tlnme,” Tew YorP Herald
Tribune, October 27, 1945.
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Century, whose opinion of Youth for Christ was discussed above, came

to the defense of Youth for Christ when this charge was published:

Some months ago the charge was widely circulated that the
evangelistic campaign lmown as Youth for Christ was actually a
cloak to cover the efforts of a group of fascist-minded business
men to capbure the mind of fmerican young people for their own
purpose. Ho evidence was offered to support the charge and it
fell of its own weight. Recently an attempt wes made to revive
the charge. It has been based on the plen of Youth for Christ
to start one of its weekly Saturday night meetings among the
Hegro churches of South Chicego. The cry of "Jimerow Christianity"
has been raised. Again it appears that the point is badly
strained. lobody claims that Negroes are not welcome at the
dovntorm meetings of the organization. The movement is expanding
and it is probably thought that a metropolitan area as large as
Chicago can support more than one meetinge. The Hegro pastors and
other sponsors of the south side enberprise have been astonished
at the outery. They reply thalt if this is "Jimcrow", then so
are the meetings of their separate churches. The incident ought
not to be allowed to obscure the real nature of the movement.
Youth for Christ is a streamlined expression of a traditionally
conservative type of revivalisme It is little concerned with
the social or ethical bearing of the Christian faith. Because
of that fact it may and probably will blunder into alliances
with persons or groups which seek to exploit its mass appeal for
other than religious purposes. VWhen that occurs, it will be time
to point out the danger of these allisnces. But that has not
happened yet, and until it does, name-calling by groups who have
their own axes Eo grind should be dismissed as the unpleasant
business it is.

An example of a2 denominatiomal opinion and a more recent

criticism was that published in the "Southwestern Advoéateﬁ, a Eethodisé

megazine. In it Youth for Christ is accused of being deceitful, dis-

gusving, and cheap:

1.

Each Saturday night these alledged Youth for Christ groups
hold their own respective 'Hit Parades' of jazz hymms and listen
to the exhortation to 'hit the trail back to religion." In Dallas
last week 300 people crowded their way in to a steaming-hot
Salvation Army auditoriume Of this number not more than half
could be classified as youbths s « The program was plamned and con~

"Has Youth for Christ Gone Fascist," The Christian Century, Vole. IXII,
Ho. 46, (Wovember 14, 1945), ppe. 1243-1244,
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ducted by adults. And whether or not shouting, trombone playing,

and *swing! renditions of hymns are 'for Christ! is highly

debatable.l

Teken from all these sources it would seem, in swmmary, that

the most common criticisms of Youth for Christ are: it is streamlined
revivalism, strongly evangelistic and fundamental in theology; the
goals are indefinite end the follow-up is vague; Christianitvy is
cheapened by their methods; the social implications of the gospel are
lacking; the ﬁovement is non-denominational and criticél of the regular

churches in many cases; it is adult dominated and program centered;

end 1t does not reach the unchurched youth.
He Sumary

In this chapter a brief study has been made of the organization,
Youth for Christ International, and its answer of mass evengelistic
meetings for the problem of unchurched younsz peoplee

Consideration was given to the reason for the rise of Youth
for Christ, the need for evangelization of young people around the world
who are unreached through regular church channels. Next the history
was taken up and an attémpt made to unearth from the maze of youth
organizations those which had contributed to the final formation of
Touth for Christ. It was seen how the movement grew from scattered,
unorganized, local youth meetings into the present organization thatb
now exists in 1,450 towns across the United States and 550 rallies in

fifty-four other nations.

l. "Youth Lovements Condemned as Shameful Shams by Methodists," The
Southwestern Advocate, Vol. XCV, Ho. 8, (July 22, 1948), Pe. B



the organization of Youth for Christ was seenm to be quite
loose and serving mainly in an advisory capacity to the local rallies
ratvher than attempting to dictate policy to them. The aims were
discussed and the methods that were used in atteining these aims were
noted. The program centers earound the large, evangelistic mass meeting
usually held on Saturday night. The Youth for Christ Hagazine was
seen to be an important promotional agency of the International organi-
"zation. IMuch criticism has been brought forth from both denominational
and inter-denominational sources regarding their method and programe
Such a consideration has set forth the organization Youth for Chrisb
International and has shown their answer to the problem of the unchurched

youth of the world.
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CHAPTER TIT

A COMPARISON OF YOUNG LIFE AND YOUTH FOR CHRIST

To the average observer, Young Life and Youth f or Christ seem
to be very similar in their apmroach to the problem of reaching young
people who are untouched by the program of the organized Chwrche In
meny aspects they are similar, but in others strikingly different. In
this chapber a comparison will be made 6f these organizations noting
their similarities and dissimilarities, and ‘thereby ascertaining the
emphases in their programs of evangelization of youthe The comparison
will relate to the reasons for existence, histories, organizations, aims,

program and methods, publications, and adverse criticisms of each organi~

zatione
L. Reasons for Existence

Both Young Life and Youth for Christ arose out of a deep sense
of need and conviction. To undersbtand their rise it is necessary to
see Tthem in the total religious and social context of the past decade.
It was recognized and acknowledged by religious leaders that somewhere
along the line the program of the organized Church had failed to attract
and hold vast mumbers of young people across the nabion. The actual
aumber of young people being ministered to by the church was steadily
lowering while, at the same time, juvenile delinquency rose alarmingly.
Both religious and social leaders were concerned and discussed the remedy
for such a situation. Imto this dilemma came these two extra~church

organizations for youth, Young life and Toubh for Christ, with their answers.

69~
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Young Life seems to have arisen without conscious planning
of ever orgenizing the movement into a national organization. Jim
Rayburn turned from the spiritual lethargy of adults and began work
with teen-agers., There was nothing spectacular in Young Life's
appearance but the mere reaslization that the high schools of America
constituted a vast mission field that was relatively untouched by the
influence of the gospel. So, without show or ostentation, Young Life
wag organized to snswer the challenge of the high school young peoplee.

The leaders of Youth for Christ seem to have felt more of an
eschatological wurgency sbout their work among young people all over the
world. They felt that the second Vorld Var was the beginning of the
decay of the Twentieth Cenvury and that the world is even now witnessing
the last dayse. Therefore, they feel the need of getting the gospel to
as meny people as possible, and as quickly as possible, for they are
working toward the "final, complete evangelism of the entire world."

And s0, both Young Life and Touth for Christ arose during‘%he
past ten years, both ministering to the same age group, both extra-church
and non-denominational, but with Young life working within the environs
of the high schools in America while Youth for Christ is world-wide in

scope. DBoth have arisen that young people mizht be won for Christ.
B, Histories

In compering the histories of Young Life and Youth for Christ
it might be said to be comparing "the one and the many", for Young Life
sprang from the vision of one man, Jim Rayburn, while Youth for Christ

hed roots in many youth orgenizations. They seem to have one common
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root, however, for both trace some phase of their work back to the
British Young Lire. Young Life in ®merice seems to be indebted to them
for the name only, while Youbth for Christ lists this organization as

one of their important forerunmners and feels that great contribution

“merica by this British group.

Young Life was organized as a non-profit corporation in Texas

has been made to youth work in

in 1940, It was at this time that Jack Wyrtzen was holding large youth
rallies in Hew York Uity and receiving much publicity with his Word of
Life Hour. It was his meetings that gave impetus to the formation of
Youth for Christ. Horever, Youth for Chrigﬁ was not organized into

an International organizetion until 1945. During these years between

the formations of the two organizations, Youth for Christ had spread

very rapidly and colorfully, while Young Life had progressed more slowly
and with deeper foundations being laid. ‘Vhen Youth for Christ was
organized in 1945, it was reported bthat rallies were being held in five
hundred cities in the United States. Young Life began with five staff
merbers in 1940 and thelr work was mostly confined to the Southwest. In
1949, Youth for Christ reported groups in 1,450 cities in the United
States and en additional 550 rallies in fifty~four other nations. Young
Life, by 1949, had enlarged their staff to thirty-four members in addition
to ome hundred volunteer leaders who hadAcaught the vision of going
directly o the high school students in 4merica. Young Life is now
operabive in seventeen states. And so it is seen that boﬁh orgenizations
have grown; Young Life in a quiel and steady growth, and Youth for Christ
in a great burst of growth at the first which then slowed down in America

but spread to other countries.
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Ce Organizations

1. Ieaders
Within the organization of Young Life a close, personal con-
tact is maintained between the official board and the local club. Zach
member of the Young Life staff, from the Field Director down to each
local leader, is considered an important part of the organization and
has a voice in its functioning. The orgamnization of Youth for Christ
should probably not be called an "organization" but rather a "fellow-
ship of like minds and faith." It has no jurisdiction over any local
rally or any group of rallies anywhere in the world. Instead of a
close, personal, directive oversight of its constituent groups, the
Executive Council of Youth for Christ functions in an advisory capacitys.
ae Official Boards

The Board of Directors of Young Life is composed of Christian
business men who function only as the officials of the organization and
do not, themselves, lead any of the Young Life clubse. In this way,
they can stand aside and view the progress of the whole organization
more objectively than were they, theméelves, functioning as staff
leaders. DBecause they are recognized leaders in the business Wofld, they
are capable of managing the financial affairs of the organizavion and
keep it running smoothly. Ilany of the men who are now on the Board of
Directors were among those who ofiginally aided and encouraged Jim Rayburn
to organize the movement. Thus they have grown with the organization
and their insight and judgment is much appreciatbed by the staff,.

The Executive Council of Youth for Christ is largely made up

of men who are, themselves, leaders in the movement. Therefore, less



objectivity can be maintained than is the case with the Directors of
Younz Life. It is usually the prominent leaders from the metropolitan
areas Who are elected to this Council. The mere fact of size and
numbers in the Youth for Christ movement negates any close supervision
of the local rallies other than vhen advice is sought of the IExecutive
Councile YFolicies that are passed upon by this Council are merely by
way of suggestion and no effort is made to impose them upon the local
groupss. <he movement has growm so rapidly with local groups springing
&

up, some for & short time only and then dying out, others to become
functioning groups, that any close contact between the overhead orgeni-
zation and the local group is practically impossible. However, it is
difficult to see how any other condition could exist in the rapid
spread of Youth for Christ.

Another importent difference in the orgenizations of Young
Life and Youth for Christ is the mammer in which a local group becomes
a part of the larger group. In Young Life the local club is sbtarted
only through the official board, while in Youth for Christ some interested
person begins a local rally and then applies to the official organization
for admittance.

b. Staff Leaders

In both orgenizations the staff leaders are young people them-
selves. In Youth for Christ only men are the leaders, while Young Life
uses both men end women on their staff. Two characveristics are gi#en
of the Young Life leaders; +they know Christ and they lmow young people.
The characteristics of Youth for Christ leaders,according to lel Larson,

are more descriptive: & pleasing personality; & happy Christian experience
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and life; a sense of humor and courage to try the unique; vision and
the faith to do what the wvision tells him to do; good orgemizer, un-
fettered by denominational ties or insignificant differences between
believers; men of prayer; and many btimes, musiclans or leaders in
SPOTrTSe

Young Life leaders are trained for their job by The organi-
zation while Youth for Christ leaders are given no speclalized training
before they enter the organization,

Increasing use is being made in both Young Life and Youth
for Christ of local lay leadershipe. In both organizations it became
impossible to provide staff members for all the local groups. lay
leaders in Young Life are trained by staff members and are giveh
specialized training in the methods of Young Life at the swmmer camp,
Star Rench. Here an intensive leadership training course is taught by
Jim Rayburn and other tfained leaders. In fouth for Christ, lay leaders
are also used, but again, some interested lay leader gets the vision and
contacts the organizatvion, rather than the orgenization choosing and
training the leader for the jobe. In many cases, this has been to the
detriment of the movement, for criticisms have arisen because of the
bizarre tactics of some of the local leaders. Youth for Christ leaders
concede that this criticism is justified in meny cases. However, in
meny cases the local leaders are sincere Christian lay leaders who have
caught the vision of the Youth for Christ movement and desire %o see

the movement in their own localities.

2. ZFinancial Policies

Both Young Life and Youth for Christ are incorporated as non-
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profit orgenizations and supported entirely by volumtary contributions.
In the case of Youth for Christ, the International orgenization is main=-
tained by contributions from the local rallies, while in Young Life the
financial aid comes, not so much from the young people who atﬁehd the
meetings, as from interested Christian business men throughout America

who have heard of this work.

3. Doctrinal Bases

Youth for Christ snd Young Life have basically the seme state-
ments of faithe All leaders in both organizations must subscribe to
their doctrinal platform. In their Doctrinal Bases are found the common
poinbs regarding the Scriptﬁres, the Person end Work of Jesus Christ,
and the Person end Vork of the Holy Spirit. In their statements con-
cerning Jesus Christ they bobh affirm His Virgin Birth, Deity, substi-
tutlonary death, the efficacy of His blood for the redemption of the
world, His resurrection, and His Second Coming. To these, fouth for
Christ adds the belief in His sinless life, the working of mireacles,
and His ascensione

In their statement concerning the Holy Spirit, Young Ilife
says, "o believe in the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in the
work of regencration." Youth for Christ states their doctrine of the
Holy Spirit in two points: "fe believe that for the salvation of lost
and sinful men regeneration By the Holy Spirit is absolutely essentialj;
we believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling
the Christian is enabled to live a godly life.” Inaddition to the
points held in common, Youth for Christ lists three more: & statement

regarding the Trinity; "the resurrection of both the saved and the lost,
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they that are saved unto the resurrection of lifle and they that are
lost unto the resurrection of damnation"; and the spiritual unity
of all believers.,
It is seen that the tenets of Young Life are stated very
simply while Youth for Christ is more dogmatic in explaining the meaning

of their theological terminology.
D, Aims

The aims of Younp Life and Touth for Christ were both drawm
up‘by their official boerds. <in reversal of the sbove, where the tenets
of faith were explained more fully by Youth for-Christ; Young Life states
more clearly what their aims are in regard to the young people they seek
to reach. Youth for Chljis’c states their aim in regard to the nurture
of young Christians thus; "to emphasize radiant, victorious living",
but fail to show the means by which this aim is to be realized, The
corres;éonding aim in Young ILife is, "to TEACH Christian young people to
go on with the lord and encourage Bible study, prayer, end a consistent
Christian testimony." The two organizations have in common the two aims
of saving young people end nurburing them j.n the Christian life. Youth
for Christ lists two further objective. Their first objective as listed
is Mo promote and help Youth for Christ everywhere." Their second and
third are the two that correspond to those of Young Lifé, end their
fourth is, "to foster service inbternational of youth through existing
agencies,” This last aim is rather vague as to meaning but seems to state
that Youtﬁ for Christ hopes to direct young people who volunteer for

missionary service in Youth for Christ meetings to existing missionary
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agencles.

Young Life states as their primary purpose, "to present the
gospel of Jesus Christ who is the Vay, the Truth, and the Life, to
Aperica's High School students.” The Youth for Christ leaders feel
that their primery job is "to rescue souls from the world of sin."
Both of these are fundementally the same aim but Young Life states it
in a positive presenbation of Jesus Christ to the young person, while
Youth for Christ states it from the leader's viewpoint of rescuing
youth from the world of sin. Both organizations are seen to be
definitely evamngelistic with their entvire program geared to win young

people to Christ.
E. Programs and Methods

l. Approaches

Lhe problem of establishing the movements in a new locality
is approacﬂed similarly by Young Life and Youbth for Christ in that both
are edult-initiated. TYouth for Christ usually springs from someone who
has seen 1ts success in other places and wants to start a meeting in his
community. He calls together those ministers and laymen whom he feels
will be intverested, they plan a program, and the youth are invited. If
‘the rallies turn out‘ﬁo be successful, contact is usually esteblished
with the Internatiomal orgenization. Similarly, Young Life is begunm,
in the majority of cases, by some interested Christian business men who
have seen its effects in other high schools.

After initial steps, the approaches of Young Life and Youth

for Christ differ. The Youngz life organization is conbacted and a
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Young lLife leader is appoinbted for the job. No plens are made and no
meetings held until this leader has formed a small nucleous of leaders
from among the young people themselves., This may take months, but, if
so, months are used. Yhile the epproach was adult-initiated, the Toung
Life leader waits for the request for a "club" to come from the young
peoples Then they are used to plan the meetihgs and are made to feel
thet the success of their "eclub" lies with them. In Youbth for Christ,
the meeting is planned and all types of young people atfend, both saved
end unsaved. In Young Life, the approach is to the student body leaders
in the high school, whether Chrisbian or not, end through being "friends"
with them the Toung Life leader tries to win them to Christ and then
through them reach the rest of the high school "crowd".

Youth for Christ is begun with young people themselves merely
spectators in the eudience. Although adult-initiated, Young Life is
really begun through the planning of the young people who are "helped"

o form a "club" by the Young Life leader who is their "friend."

2. Regular lbetings

Soth Youth for Christ and Young Life utilize week-nights which
are rarely used by the Church for the denominationsal yvouth meetingse
Younpg Life usually uses either Mondey or Saturday nights, while Youth
for Christ rallies are always held on Saturday night. Realizing thet
young people are mass-minded, Youth for Christ reaches its young people
through the medium of mass evangelistic meebtings. Realizing that young
people are also socially as well as religiously minded, Young Life works

through the medium of the "club." TYouth for Christ secures the largest:



audibtorivm possible and plans the evangelistic rally around some
dynemi.c persénality. Young lLife meebs in the informality of & home
where the young people are used to going and the speaker is, practical-
ly alweys, the Young Life leader.
2.+ liethods

The most important difference in Young Life and Youth for
Christ lies in their actual methods in reaching young people. The
methods of Young Life are those of the missionary. Because the group
ministered to is much smaller than that of Youth for Christ, the leader
usvally knows his young people well. Also, the Young Life leader is
trained in the methods of working with bteenrage young people. The Youth
for Christ leader has the disadvantage of working with large groups of
young people where personal contact is practically impossiblé to main-
.tain. On the whole, Youth for Christ leaders have not been trained
for their job by their organization as have the Young Life leaderse.

Toung Life is aggressive in its methods. It goes to the
young people. Youbth for Christ plans a colorful progrem and invites
the young people in. The Young Life meebing is short, never more than
one hour in length. Youth for Christ meetings usually last two and
one~half’ hours with everything timed to the last minute and all click-
ing off on schedule. The Young ILife meeting is not so tightly planned.
It is flexible enough to allow for the young people to inject what they
are feeling or +thinking, Young ILife does not attempt to give The younpg
people everything the first time they come but seeks to make it inber-
esting and keep bthem coming back for more. The leaders of Youth for

Christ are not so sure of the steady attendance of many young people
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and feel that they rust give the seme type of evangelistlc meeting each
times The Youth for Christ leaders admit that many of thelr methods
are bizarre but feel that they are justifiably so. Their mass evange-

listic meetings are characterized by spectacular numbers, colorful

personalities, and lively music. The Young Life meetings are characterized

by "unplemned planning". The young people are used in all the program
excépt the twenty minute talk which is given by the leader in a quiet,
conversational tone. Young people are used in the Youth for Christ
meetings as ushers, and a few of the more oubtstanding are used each
evening for testimonials or special musical numbers.

Young life speaks the language of the high school youth. TYouth
for Christ adheres more closely to the trite vocabulary of conservative
theologye. In Youth for Christ, the invitation is to "come and be saved",
while in Young Life it is to "close in with Christ".

Thus, both Young Life and Youth for Christ make use of the
accepted appeals to young people. They both realize that young people,
either temporarily or permanently, give prime allegience to persons of
their owvm age. Devotion to their group and desire to conform leads
them to meetings where other young people go and where it is popular
to go. Both Young Life and Youth for Christ utilize the idea that
young people will come to such meetings in homes and public auditoriums:
on week nights that shy away from the Sunday church services. Louth
for Christ recognizes that young people are ecumenically minded and
that there is a place for mass meetings with adolescents. Young Life
appeals to their social instinct in wanbting to belong to a club. Young

people are uncomfortable when their numbers ere few. All during the



- 81~

week they are accustomed to moving in large numbers in school, and so,
if lerge numbers of their friends attend & religious meeting, ®they too
can go and feel "one with the crowd".

Perhaps the chief difference in the methods of Toung Lirfe
and Youth for Christ lies in the fact that louth for Christ uses the
large mass meeting, which is usually strikingly presented and built
around & colorful personality, while Young Life works more quietly,
eschewing publicity and working largely through personal contact, pro=-
viding a warm, intense fellowship for those who attend. The one is
mass evangelism, and the other is personal evengelism.

b. llessage

The invitation to accept Christ as Saviour is central in the
program of‘both Young Life end Youth for Christ and is that to which all
else in the meetings leads. Young Life leaders feel that their job is
to present the basic doctrines of personal salvation and Christian living
in terms that young people can grasp. The message is always direct,
simple and true to the Yord of God. Youth for Christ stresses the fact
that they give young people the "plain, unvernished Gospel". The
leaders are inbtensely serious about this and feel that the greatest need
todey is the plain presentation of the way of salvation and a call to
repentance given in a message that is free from "modernism" and "higher
criticism"s Young people are urged to accept Christ and are told that
Christ expects them to give up all known sin and to live Spirit-filled
‘lives. In Youth for Christ, practically all messages revolve around
getting the young people to accept Christ with little concrete help

given as to how to mainbain the Christian life, while in Young Life the
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messages are divided or inclusive of the way of salvation plus practical
helps on how to grow in the Christian faith.
ce Follow-up

The need for a thorough follow-up is recognized by both Young
Life and Youth for Christ. The mere fact of numbers in the meetings
mekes the job of follow-up.simpler gor Young Life than for fouth for
Christ. Young Life leaders usually kmow personally all the young people
thet atbend their meetings, while in Youth for Christ many attend who
mey never be seen or heard from again. Another adveantage of Young Life
is that the leader candeal personally with each seeking young person
and o bond is established between them. Adversely, in the Youth for
Christ rallies hundreds may raise their hends signifying their desire
for salvation and are ushered into the inquiry room where they are dealt
with by selected personal workers. The young person who accepbed Christ
may have no opportunity to talk persénally with the leader whose message
was used to win him to Christ.

Young Life leaders feel that it is essentlal for young Christians
to be led inbo definite habits of personal Bible study, prayer and
witnessing, and so afber they have accepted Chrisgt the youth are invited
To attend the smaller meetings where they are taught how to pray, read
their Bibles, and grow in the Christian faith. They shere answers to
prayer and discoveries they have made in their Bible study and are
matvally encouraged in their new life. In Youth for Christ, the leaders
also feel the msed for a follow-up and lebters are sent out to each
convert who signed a card at the rally signifying his acceptance of

Christ, and also to the pastors of their choice. This contact is main-
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tained mainly by correspondence wntil the convert has joined the church,
whereupon he is considered under the care of the church.

Both Young Life and Youth for Christ make use of the Havigator's
Bible Study Plan. Young Life has been cormended for their excellent
job of'follow—up while this has been one of the severest criticisms of
Youth for Christ. One of the most important developments in Touth for
Christ is the atiempt to strengthen this wealmess through the organiza-
tion of High School Bible Clubs which the leaders feel are the next
frontier in this country. The similarity of this idea to that already
utilized by Young Life is too obvious to be overlooked. Lt is quite
safe to say that follow-up is ome of Young Life's strongest points and

one of the weakest in Louth for Chrisb.

3e Sumer Programs

Youth for Christ has no definite summer program in the form
of camps and conferences for their young people other than one that is
run in connection with the sennual conference for the leaders each summer.
Instead, the Youth are encouraged <To abbend other conferences. The
summer program is one of Young Life's strongest points for both young
people and leaders alike, All summer long camp sessions are held at
Star Ranch which draw young people from all over the States. This is
usually the climax of the year's meetings and the spiritual "mountain-
top" that carries them into the opening of +the new school year full of

enthusiasm to win other young people to Christe
In the Annual Conference each sﬁmmer, the leaders of Youth

for Christ gather to look over the past year and receive training for



the coming year., This training is more in the form of the inspirational
than that of actual method. Young Life also meets with its leaders

each summer for an inbtensive leadership training insti'bu'té held at

Star Ranche Here is a unique opporbunity to study Young Life methods
at first hand, in fellowship with other youth leaders andrpoten"cial

vouth leaders under the guidance of experienced leaders.

4. Relation to the Church

Because Young Life and Youth for Christ are "extra-church
organizations, the criticism of both has been that thejr are competitors
of the Church. They both deny this and constantly affirm thet their
main concern is young people who are not reached or minisvered to by
the regular channels of the church. Both organizationé have faced
the situation and issued statements regarding their relation to the
orgenized church. The fact cammot be ignored that the majority of the
leaders in both organizations are young ministers with meny of them

0y

retaining their places of leadership in their owm churches while working
with these "extra~-church” groupse.

Both Young Lire and Youth for Christ cell themselves "inter=-
denoninational™ but the more descripbive term should probably be "non-
denominational?, for inter-denominational conn_otes several denominetions
working together in some common project, while non-denominational connotes
an organization that works apart from the regular denominational channels,
vet welcomes all dencminations into its meetings.

It was seen that while many churches condemn these organizations,

others feel that Young Life and Youth for Christ have reclaimed for them
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young people that they were unable to reach through their regular church

channelse
T. fublications

1. Descriptions

Both Young Life and Youth for Christ publish a monthly magazine.
The titles.utilize the organizational names, "Youth for Christ Magazine",
and "Young Life llagazine"”, They were begun exactly one year apart,
"Young Life" in March, 1944, and "Youth for Christ" in HMarch, 1945.
Youth for Christ had the advantagé of teking over a magazine that had
been published for a year previously. They thus began with a fair sized
subseription list and an organized magazine, Young Life begaﬁ their
own megazine and the issues abt first were approximavely eight pages in
length, and now average approximately twenty-six pages. TYouth for Christ
began with an average eighteen page magazine which now averages seventy
pages in length. tere the titles removed, it would be difficult to
distinguish between the two magazines from the outside, for they are
appro%imately the same size and the cover pages similarly feature young
people engaged in sports and obviously having a good time. Both are

set up in two colurm print and the issues are sprinkled throughout with

pictures which heighten the appeal.

2+ Contents
The conbent is very similar in both magazines. The common
features are: tThe reader's reacbions, an editorial chat with the young

people, a poet's page submitted by the young people, a section devobed
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to jokes, news from the various groups, question and answer page, and
news items ebout various leaders. DBoth include several articles each
menth and fiction, many of the sbories being written by the young
subscribers. In addition, Young Life features "Down to Business", daily
Bible readings and comments, while Youth for Christ has +the additional
features of a "Photographic HWews Section", pictures of local rallies
around the world, and ‘Pen Pals", where the young people write in
seeking correspondents. Bach megazine averages about four articles
included in each issue. Comparatively spealing, little is written about
the'ibung Lire Cempaign as such, but much space is teken up with meeting
‘the problems that face young people today, while the majority of articles

included in the "Youth for Christ liagezine™ are written concerning some

phase of Youth for Christ.

3. Appeals

The aims of the "Youth for Christ liagazine" are primerily to
serve as a clearing house of informetion concerning the Youth for Christ
movement and secondly, to meet the needs and inberest of Christian young
people. lost emphasis is given the first objective for practically
everything in the magazine relates directly bto the Youth for Christ move-
mente Libtle space is given bo achieving their second objectivé other
than as the interest of the young person is cenbered in Youth for Christ.
"Youth for Christ llagazine” fulfills its purpose of disseminating the
news of Youth for Christ throughout the world.

The "Young Life liagazine™ has two aims also: +to point unsaved

n

young people to Christ, and to nurture young Christians in the faith.



Both of these are stressed each month through the editorials and the
daily Bible readings. The sarticles, also, are all slanted to these
aims and cover all phases of the young person's life. In the "Young
life Hagazine" the Christian life is upheld as the successful life
and the only true success for any young person. <Lhis is also upheld
in the "Youth for Christ llagazine" but it is minimized by the pro-

mobional angle of Youth for Christ.
Ge The Adverse Criticisms

On +the whole, Young Life has received very little criticism,
while Youth for Christ has received a great deal. The Young Life
leaders were aware of only two articles that had been written in adverse
criticism of their organization. However, there are a few others where
Young Life is comsidered under the general subject of "extra-church
orgenizations for youth" and where all such organizations are lumped
together with little effort made to see their distinguishing characteristics.
Their common criticisms are these: they are adult dominated and program
centered; there is almost total absence of any awareness of the social
implications of the message of Jesus Christ; there is lack of any
definite tie-up with the churches of the community; bthere is much use
of sensationalism to attract young people; ead they do not. reach unchurched
young people but draw their constituents from the church youbth.

In additvion, Youth for Christ has received deeper criticisms
such as beling fascist in character and a shameful shame They are also
criticized as being extremely revivalistic, yet lacking in sinner con-

tact, and of holding forth an "outdated" theology. It is felt by meny
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of their critics that Christianity is cheapened by their methods.

These criticisms of Young Life and Youth for Christ have
arisen from both denominational and inter—denominaﬁional sources, from
those who have studied the organizations carefully, and also from those
who have observed it operating in one locality and have formed hasty

conclusions that one local situation must be typical of the whole.

H. Summary

Because of the fact that Young Life and Youth for Christ
are extra-church organizationé for youth that appreared on the religious
horizon at practically the same time, many people link them together in
their thought and evaluation. In this chapter a comparison was made
cf the two orgamizations, noting their similarities and dissimilarities,
and thereby ascertaining the emphases in their programs for the evangeli-
zation of young people.

It was seen that both Young Life and Youth £ or Christ arose
during the past decade in answer to a deep sense of need and conviction.
the need was seen in the great number of young people who were slipping
fhrough the fingers of the orgenized Church and the conviction was that
something could be done about it. In their histories, it was noted that
both arose around 1940 with Young Life being incorporated in that year,
while Youth for Christ was not of ficially organized until 1945. Both
have shown growth, but with Young Life it has been a slow and steady
progfégé, while Youth for Christ began in a great burst of growth and

v

later slowed down considerably. Ioung Life is confimed to seventeen

states in JAmerica while Youth for Christ is world-wide.
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Lhe organizations of the two movements were next discussed.
It was noted that the organization of Young Life maintains a close,
personal conbact with all of its members, while Youth for Christ functions
meinly in an advisory capacity. Soth groups are entirely supported by
voluntary contributions. Young Life and Youth for Christ have similar
doctrinal bases to which ell leaders mist assenb. They are both seen
to be based on a conservative wview of theology. The aims of both
organizations were drawn up by their local boards. They share the comnon
aims of evangelization and nurture of young people, while Youth for Christ
has additional aims relabting to the promotional angle of their movement
and o statement of missionary purpose.

&5 o methods, both were seen to ubilize week-nighbs for
their meetings. Their messages are primarily evangelistic and presented
quite differently. In Youth for Christ the medium is the large mess rally,
while in Young Life the medium is a small "club"., Youth for Christ has
no planned summer program, while Young life has a well-developed summer
program for both leaders and young people. I+ has been said that because
these are "extra-church" they are also "anti-church”., But while both
function aside from the‘chnroh, the 1eaders assert that their primary
aim is to reach those young people who are untouched by the ordinary
channels of the churche.

Hext the magazines of the two organizations were discussed.
Lhey were seen bo be quite similar in mppearance and content, but the
x"’foxJ.rng Life Magazine" more geared to meeting the everyday meeds of young
éeople today, and "Youth for Christ lagazine" sbressing the promotion

of their organization. In noting their adverse criticisms it was seen



that they had meny oriticisms in common, but that Youth for Christ
has been much more severely criticized than has Young Life.

lfhus were the two organizations compared, and the striking
difference in their method was discovered to be the method of personal

evangelism, as seen in Young Life, as over against mass evangelism, as

typified in Youth for Christe
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CHAPTER IV
SUMHMARY AND COWCLUSICH
A. Summary

It is felt by religious leaders that never before in history
has there existed a more urgent need for an effective ministry among
young people as in these past few years. If America is to remein a
Christian nation, her young people must be Christianized. Religious
and social leaders were awakened and alsrmed as the wave of Juvenile
delinguency mounted steadily higher. At the same vime, the number of
young people being reached by the Church was loweringe. Answers to the
problem were sought and this study discussed one answer that was prof-
fered, the organization of "extra-church" movements for youth. Two of
these, Young lLife and Youth for Christ, were studied as represenﬁative
of such groups. The study was based upon & survey and comparison of
their reasons for existence, histories, orgenizations, aims, programs
and methods, publications, and adverse criticisms.

In the first chapter Young Life was discussed. It was noted
thet it originated from the vision of Jim Rayburn and is a mission to
America's high school students. Young Life was incorporated in Texas
in 1940, with a group of Christian business men as the Board of Direc-
tors. The organization was seen to e a closely knit unit with all
merbers taking an active part in its functionings. All members must
assent to the Statement of TFaith as presented in the Constitution.

Through informal, week-night clubs, in week-end conferences, and the

-92m



0%

surmer camps, it was seen that their program is geared To realize
their aims of evengelization and nurture of the youth to whom they
minister. The leaders were of the opinion that pagan young people
were under no obligation to come to the church, but that they, as
Christiens, were obligated to take the gospel to them. They seek to
do this through an aggressive campaign. They have capitalized on the
social hunger of adolescents and work bthrough the medium of "clubs,"
Thus was seen Young Life's answer to the chel lenge of the hiéh school
mission field.

The second chapter dealt with another extra-church organiza-
tion, Youth for Christ. It was seen that the roots of ‘outh for Christ
go back into meny youth organizations that have worked outside the regu-
lar church chammels. Starting with no central planning or coordination,
Youth for Christ was seen to have sprung up simultaneously all over
America. The various groups were orgenized inbto an international move-
ment in 1945. However, it was noted that this orgenizabion exists
mainly in an advisory cepacity. Youth for Christ mekes use of the fact
that young people are mass-minded and so their entire evangelistic pro-
gram hinges around the large Saturday evening rally where a colorful
program is presented, followed by a straight gospgl message, and an
invitation to accept Christ as Saviour. It was seen that their follow-
up with those who are converted in their meetings is weak and that
much criticism has been given them by churches and pastors who feel
that they are cutting across sounder programs of Christian Education.

To meny people, and especially in the mind of those who are

critical of the movements, Young Life and Youth for Christ are con-
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sidered as similar and are evaluated as such. In theAthirdéhapter a
comparison was maede of Young Life and Youth for Christ noting their
similarities and dissimilarities and ascertaining the peculiar emphases
in each program. Both arose at practically the seme Time and included
in their heritage at least one mutual youth movement, the British Young
ILife Campaign. It was seen that Young Life spread more slowly and sank
deeper roots, while Youth for Christ exhibited a mushroom growth that

is considered shallow by many critics. Their answers to the problem of
unchurched youth were seen to be similar in so far as both organizations
arose as evangelistic agencies. UWhile they share common aims, general
features, similar docbrinal statements based on a conservative theology,
and have received many similar criticisms, their programs and methods
were seen to be quite different. Young lLife is based on the idea of a
small "club" where close, personal contact is meinteained between leader
and young people, while Youth for Christ was seen to utilize the large
evangelistic mass rally to convert the youth. Ferhaps the chief differ-
ence lies in their philosophies of evangelism. Young Life emphasizes
evangelism in its broader conbtext of conversion and nurture, while

Youth for Christ seems to limit it +to the conversion experience.
Be Concliuisions

It is too early in the histories of these organizations to
evaluate properly their effectiveness, but they have now survived their
infancy and are still growing. Young people today are seeking sympa-
thetic response, recognition, and new experiences. This is one reason

for the apparent success of these movements. They furnish an answer to
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the strong desire for fellowship theat is part of the wvery heart of
youth., They present their clear-cut answer to man's need. Color,
drama, and modern technological resources are effectively utilized by
them. The search, by young people, for unity and close fellowship is
partially met by such meebings as these where they go with their friends
and no denominational barriers exist. Inbterest in large mass meebings
seems to be growing, and it is increasingly clear that there is a place
in the Christian nurture of youth for large gatherings if they are
handled in accordance with sound Christian education principlese

Vo movement can survive apart from the good will and active
cooperation of the Church. The most severe criticism made of extra-
church orgenizations is that they fail to reach unchurched young people.
This was seen to be more true of Youth for Christ than Young Life,
iowevér, %he fact remains that this is their gim, Lo reach unéhurched
young people, and sometimes it is felt that much of bthis criticism
comes from churches who themselves have tried for years to reach these
same young people and have also failed.

Hevertheless, the fact is recognized that if extra-church
organizations are to have lasting values, tThey must re-examine their
relationship to the Church. They must make sure that they do not
usurp the work of the Church but supplement it. Youth for Christ needs
to ftalke this under serious consideration, for this, and insufficient
follow-up, seem to be their weakest points. It is felbt that the latest
move of Youth for Christ, that of sending teams of college students to
Burope this coming summer +to conduct open-air evangelistic meetings,

shows great promise. Young people are being chosen with great care
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and the project laid out in lines which indicate hope. Another favor-
able sign for Youth for Christ is their new emphasis on the establish-
ment of High School Bible Clubs to supplement the work of the large
rallies. Young Life continues their steady growth with new emphasis
on trained leadership for the "clubs" in each commmity. Their summer
program is being enlarged so that more youth may perticipate in Their
excellent camp program.

From the objective study of these extra=-church organizations
for youth, certain problems were presented that would be interesting
bases for further study. OUne of these concerns the problem that is
recelving much attention today, the separation of Church and State. In
face of this, how are Young Life and Youth for Christ able to work
through the high schools in ﬁheir programs? Another question that pre-
sented itself is the possibility of incorpofating the aims and enthu-
siasm of these organizations into regular church groups and challenging
the young people of the church to reach these of their own age that are
uninterested in the church. What 1s the possibility of using regular
church chammels to atbain the same objectives? A third problem is the
relation that a church and pastor should bear fo these extra~church
groupse Zach pastor must face the issue and decide what the relation
of his church is to be to these groups'and to what extent he can en-
courage his youth to support them. It was not possible to pursue
these problems at this time but such questions have been raised and
would form a profitable study in the future.

As one looks at these two organizations end allows the gaze

‘to penetrate through the apparent weakmesses and see them in the light
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of what they are accomplishing for ebternity, one senses the feeling of
"~ ‘thankfulness overshadowing that of criticism, for if one young person
has been brought to Christ, and all must admit that meny have been,

then there is cause for rejbicing. Peter made use of mass evangelism
as he preached on the Day of Pentecost and three thousand responded.l
Philip was driven by the Spirit to the desert to enlighten one g . 2
The spirit of Paul, the first great evangelist, is a f£itting conclusim
to this study, "I am become all things to all men, that I may be all

means save some.™

* & & o 8 @

1. Acts 2.
2+ Acts 8.
3e I Corinthians 9:22.



BIBLIOGRAPHY



BIBLIOGRATHY

YOUNG LIFE

Primary Sources

Ao Reports

The Annual Report of the Young Life Campaign for 1946.
The Annual Report of the Young Life Campaign for 1947-48.

The Anmnual Report of the Young ILife Campaign for 1949.
Be Pamphlets, Leaflets, Booklets

"From the Desk of Jim Rayburn.”

"Going Ahead in 1949,."

"Have You Heard About Young Life Campaigne"
"Here are the Answers.”

"I Want Success."

"I Want You to Meet Iy Friend."

"ilay we Come In?"

"ileet Us at Star'Ranch."

Mitchell, Johm: "What I Like #bout Young Life Campaign."
Rayburn, Jim: "Say, Gang."

"Star Ranche”

"The High School Crowd Looks at Life."

"Young Life Can Help You."

-99-



=100~

Ce Periodicals

Young Life lagazine = all issues.

Articles from Young Life

Goddard, Hazel, "Staff Initiates Star Ranch," III (hugust, 1946),
ppe 8=1l.

Howard, Wally, "Campaigners Take to the Woods," I (lay, 1944 ), ppe 2-4e
, "Know-How Ulinches Bible Study," III (Mey, 1946), ppe 8-9, 26,

s "Your Leaders Go to School, " III (September, 1945), Ppe 47, 13.

)

Jomnson, Joan E., "Young Life Ovuh Heéh," II (July-fugust, 1945),
Ppe 6-9, 17,

Kee, Howard, "Hil And Hurry Back," II (March, 1945), ppe 6-9e
Mer cer, Wanda Ann, "Down bo Business," V (January, 1948), ppe 19-21.
Rayburn, Jim, "Dear Gang," I (larch, 1944), p. l.

, "Say, Gang,"™ III (April, 1946), pe 3.

s "The Why of Young Life," IV (October, 1946), pe 3.

"Young Life Goes to College,” II (December, 1944), ppe 1l-12.
De Other Periodicals
Benson, Ted., "Tinning and Holding Teen-Agers for Christ," The Sunday

School Times, LICXIX (August 2, 1947), ppe T40-T42.

Howard, Wally, "Young Life Brings Real Life," Young People's Veekly,
IXI (February 9, 1947), ppe 8-14.

Howard, Wally, "Young Life Inc.," The Christian Digest, (September,
1944 ), pe 33,

"People ‘ho Do Things," His, III (May, 1944), ppe 22-23.

Rayburn, Jim, "Young Life Campaign," The Havigator's Log, VII (&pril,
1946), ppe 16-183. , ) '



=101~

Ee Iletters

Howard, Vielly, Personal letters (Bditor of Young Life).

Johnson, Orien, Personal lebter. (Head of Public Relations of Young
Life)e

HMcDonald, Kay, Personal letter. (Personal Secretary to Jim Rayburn).

Segondary Sources

- A, Books

Larson, Mel, Youth for Christe Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing
Company, 1947. 135 ppe

B Pamphlets
"The Mayor's Wife Looks at Young Life."

Ce Periodicals

Barran, John, "Touth Movements Condemmed as Shameful~&§ﬁms by Hethodists,"

The Southwest Advocate, XCV (July 22, 1948), ppe 1-4.

French, Go W., "Apologies to Youth Hovements Demended from Advocate,
The Southwest Advocate, XCV (July 29, 1948), p. 3.

Shulgr, Jolm, "Youbth for Christ FPraised as Preacher Condemms Paper,"
the Southwest Advocate, XCV (August 19, 1948), pe 3.

D, Reports

"Youth for Christ and Other Non-Denominational Youth Movements," a report

prepared by The International Council of Religious Education.

Be Newspaper Articles

Chasey, Winnifred, "Young Life Hakes Tulsa Teeners Wemme Sing Hymns,"
Tulsa Tribune, April 7, 1944,



=102~

YOUTH FOR CHRIST

Primary Sources

A. 3Books

Jolmson, lorrey, snd Robert Cook, Reaching fouth for Christ. Chicago:
loody. Press, 1944, 95 ppe

Larson, Mel, Young Man on Fire, OChicago: Youth Publications, 1945.
9 114 ppe. -

Larson, Mel, Youth for Christ. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing
Compeny, 1947. 135 ppe
Be Pamphlets, leaflets, Booklels
"Advertisinge"
"Follow-upe"
Imnes, T. Christie, "We Have the Answer."
"Hiracle on Michigan Aveanue."
"Organization."
"Frogramminge"
"The Story of Youth for Christ,"
Smith, Cswald J., "Vision of Youth for Christ.”
"fhat's the Answer.”
"hat is Youth for Christ International,”
"§hy I'm In Youth for Christ.”

"Victory Youbth Raelly."
Co Periodicals

Youth for Christ lagazines.



-103-

Articles from Youth for Christ lagazines.

"Beatenberg in Pictures," VI (Hovember, 1948), ppe 25-32.

"Blessings Untold at ledicine Lake Conference,” IV (September, 1946),
Ppe 21-22, 52.

"Chicagoland!s Youth for Christ and the World's Largest Christian Rally,”
III (May, 1945), ppe 8-10.

Cook, Bob, "ihat's Cookin'!," VI (lovember, 1948), ppe 13, 50.

s "Youth for Christ Goes World-wide at the Shores of Winona
Take," III (September, 1945), ppe 1, 23-25.

Cook, Charles T., "Echoes From Beatenberg," VII (August, 1949),
PP. 28-51, 62-640

Cook, Robert, "What Haépens Hext," VII (July, 1949), ppe 4-8.

Cowan, George, "World-wide Missions,” III (Cctober, 1945), ppe 7-Se
Dennis, Clyde H., "Great Soldier Field Rally,” ITI (June, 1945), ppe 1-2e
Engsbrom, Theodore, "World Congress Report,” VI (October, 1948), PPe 5-F6
"Execubtive Council Session Reports," VI (Jenuary, 1949), p. 41.

"Global Roundup,” VII (July, 1949), ppe 32-44.

Graham, Billy, "YESterdAy Demands Tomorrow," IV (Wovember, 1946), ppe 6-Se
"Greatest Challenge in fmerica," VII (June, 1949), ppe 58-62.

Johnson, Torrey M., "The Hethods of Youth for Christ,® III (September,
1945), ppe 6-7.

» "hat is Youth for Christ International," VI (August, 1948),
Ppe 31-32, 34, 70. )

» "Youth for Christ and Denominations,” III (May, 1945), ppe 8-10.

s "Touth for Christ and the Local Church," III (fpril, 1945),
Ppc 1-2-
, "Youth for Christ and Other Youth Organizations," III (Jume,

——————

1§Z'), Pe 5

» "Youth for Christ Intermatiomal,” III (March, 1945), ppe 1=2e

Larson, Hel, "Report from Winona Leke," V (Octqbgr, 1947), pp. 4=7, 250



-104~

larson, Mel, "The Graham-Barrows Story," V (July, 1947), ppe 4-7, 15, 27-28,

s "This is Youth for Christ," VI (Janﬁary, 1949), ppe 6-9

]

"Meet the President," VI (February, 1949), ppe 4-6e

2

Wyberg, John, "Touth for Christ How Covers 1,450 Cities," VII (iay,
1949), ppe. 52-53, 58.

Ockenge, Harold Johm, "The Challenge Facing Youth for Christ," VII
(July, 1949), ppe 14-16. A

Phillips, Frank C., "Looking Back One Year," VI (July, 1948), ppe 4-7,
15, 26.

"Report from Winona Lake,” VII (Peptember, 1949), ppe 4-5.

"Reporting Historic Convention of Youbth for Christ Imternationmal,™
III (September, 1945), ppe 12-17.

Sears, Cedric, "our of Destiny," V (October, 1947), ppe 8-11, 15, 21-22.

Smith, James, "Okinawa Hatives Plan Own Youth for Christ Rallies,™ VI
(August, 1948), ppe 20-21.

"The Policy of Youth for Christ," VII (July, 1949), pe. 3l.

"Thumbs Up, Thumbs Dowm," III (Hovember-December, 1945), ppe 5-6.
"Torrey Talks to Teén-agers," IV (March, 1946), pe 33

Tyler, Hérb, "33 Ybuth for Christ," VI (July, 1948), pp. 19-21, 34.
e Teke s Bow," IIT (March, 1945), ppe 10-1ls

Miorld Conference and Congress,” VI (June, 1948), ppe 20-21.

"World Evangelism,” VI (August, 1948), pve 23-30, 54.

"Youth for Christ Conference and Convention,” VI (June, 1948), ppe 26 -27.

De OQObther Periodicals
Harvey, Richard, "Youth for Christ Results," Noody Monthly, (June, 1945),
ppe. 531-532. _
Larson, lel, "Whither Youth for Christ," Noody Monthly, (reprint, n.d.).

Larson, Mel, "Youth for Christ Congress;" lMoody HMonthly, (October, 1947),
pps 85-86.



=105~

Mead, Fo S., "Apostle to Youth," Christian Herald, (September, 1945), pe 51.

"The Story of Youth for Christ," Christian Life, (reprint, ned.)e.

"Youth for Christ feaches New Heights at Cemnes," United Evangelical
Association, VIII (September 15, 1949), pe 13.

Be Thesis

Dodds, Gilbert A., A Survey of Youth for Christ, Wheaton College, June,
1948,

Secondary Sources

A. Periodicals
Barran, John, "Youth libvements Condemmed as Shameful Shams by Methodisbts,"
The Southwest Advocate, XCV (July 22, 1948), ppe 1-4.

Beckes, Isaac, "Emotions in the Réligioustducation of Young People,"
Religious Education, XLII (September-Yctover, 1947), ppe 281-284.

Fallow, Vesner, "Vhy Youﬁh/Programs Fail," The Christian Cenbury, L&
Harch 9, 1949), ppe 291-322.

Fey, Harold E., "What About Youth for Christ,” The Christian Century,
IXIT (June 20, 1945), pp. 729-731.

French,rG. W., "Apologies to Youth Movements Demanded from Advocate,"
The Southwest Advocate, XCV (July 29, 1948), p. 3.

"Has Youth for Christ Gone Fascist," The Christian Century, IXII (November,
1945), pp. 1243-1244.

licDermott, William F., "Bobby Soxers Find the Sawdust Trail," Colliers,
May 26, 1945), ppe 22-23.

HeKibben, Frank H., "New Evangelistic lovements and Religious Education”,
Religious Education, XLI (July-August, 1946), ppe 213=220.

Shuler, John, "Youth for Christ Praised as Preacher Condemns Faper,™
The Southwest Advocabe, XCV (August 19, 1948), pe 3.

"Symposium: World Evangelism - What is Youth for Christ's Part in It
Youth for Christ, VI (August, 1948), ppe 26-30. :



-106=
Veltman, Peter, "A High School Teacher Looks at Youth for Christ,"

Youth for Christ, VII (September, 1949), ppe 47, 53.

Wlever, Hans Rudolf, "Sixty-one Days With Jugend Fur Christus,” Youth
for Christ, VII (September, 1949), pp. 18-21.

Woodbury, Ularence, "Bobby Soxers Sing Hallelyjah," Americen Hagezine,
(March, 1946)e (reprint, nede).

B. Wewspaper Articles

"A Great Hovement," New York Journal fmerican, (September 15, 1949).
BThousands Hit Sawdust Trail," New York Sun, (November 2, 1949).

ﬁYbupg America Enlists in Youth for Christ Crusade," New York Jourmal
“merican, August 26, 1945.
g

"Young America Flocks to New 'Youth for Christ' Hovement," Mew York
Journal fmerican, July 1, 1945,

"Youth for Christ Denies Fascist Tinge," Hew York Herald Tribune,
October 27, 1945.

Ce Report

"Iouth for Christ and Other Hon-Denominational Youth liovements," Inter-
national Council of Religious Education.

General Sources

Ae. TReport

"Uniform Crime Reports," Washington: Federal Bureau of Investigation,
XX (1949), ppe 1-75.

B. Articles

Hoover, John Bdgar, "Crime and the Sunday School," Washington: Federal
Bureau of Investigation.

> "Crime Begins at Home," Washington: Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation.

s s



~-107~

Hoover, John Edgar, "Crime Challenges the Churches," Washingbon:
Federal Bureau of Investigation.

"The Crime Problem," Vashington: Federal Bureau of Investigation.



