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Tssues in an BEvaluabtion of the International

Missionary Council

Introduction

A. The Subject Stated.

The commission of Jesus Christ to his disci-
ples to evangelize the world with the 'gospel' is the
heart of Christian missionsg. When individuals today
become disciples of Christ They also are confronted with
the same commission of communicabting the 'good News' to
the ends of the earth. The first missionary, the apostle
Paul, went forth in response to the call of Christ and
although he had difficulties, his world was not nearly
so complex as the twentieth century. Today due Lo the
complexity of our world and the diversity of the Protes—
tant movement there are a great many diffibult decisions
that the modern missionary candidate must make.

llembers of major denominations considering
missionary service are confronted with The ecumenical
missionary movement as expressed under the direction of
the World Council of Churches. Before an individual can
appreciate and support the cooperative movement in migs-

sions he must understand the development of the

-viii-
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ecumenical movement. This thesis will attempt to help
in an evaluation of ecumenical missions by presenting
the basic issues in an evaluation of the International
Missionary Council. This Council has given birth to the
present ecumenical movement and as a result of last
years meeting in New Dehli is now functioning within the
structure of the World Council of Churches.

This thesis will not attempt to evaluate the
Council but will present the basic issues for evaluation
which grow out of the Council's development since the
great Edinburgh missionary conference in 1910. The
ecumenical missionary endeavor has not been supported by

the whole of Protestantism, for conservative groups are

“ecritical of the Council's philosophy and program; there-

fore this thesis will contain evaluative material from
these groups, but the author will not attempt any
evaluation.

B. The Problem Stated.

The problem related to this subject concerns
the missionary candidate as he decides whether or not
to become involved in ecumenical missionary cooperation.
Since the I. M. C. is directly responsible for the present
ecunenical missionary situation the issues necessary
to evaluate fhe Council will assist The missionary can~
didate in solving the problem of ecumenical cooperation.

for himself. The following questions point up the nature,



of the problem. How has the recent activity of the I.M.C.
effected the world missionary situation? Is the mission
of the church being fulfilled through ecumenical mission-
ary endeavor? Why are conservative groups not in sympathy
with the ecumenical missionary movement? What was the
historic purpose of the I.M.C. and how has the inter-
gration of the Council with the W.C,C. effected that
purpose? This thesis will provide material that will help
the ﬁissionary candidafe answer these questions and solve
the major question of cooperation with the ecumenical
missions.

The personal problem confronting the author of
this thesis is whether or not the ecumenical movement
that has grown out of the I.M.C. is truly the will of
God as he desires to see the commission of Christ ful-
filled today. In order to answer the above questions and
clearly to understand the current world mission movement
The historical developments of the present situation
must be known. The thesis will assigt the individual in
understanding the I.M.C. and give material which will
help solve the problem of cooperating with ecumenical
missionse.

C. The BSources for the Study.

The sources that will be used in this study

are primarily books and reports that deal directly with

the historic meetings of the I.M.C. The minutes of everyk
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meeting of the Council have been considered and data
relating to each meeting was included in the research. The
one major historical source was the book, Ecumenical
Foundations, by Richey Hogg, which the writer found to be
comprehensive and extremely helpful. Selected articles
and pamphlets that resulted from the Council meetings
have also been consulted.

In order to determine the reasons behind the
lack of conservabive cooperation with the I.M.C. letters
were sent to the various leaders of the conservative groups.
(Appendix number two) The replies and some general material
from books have been used to discover the conservative
position. The reports of the most recent Council meetings
and a personal interview with a:missionary leader have
been used to discover how the Council's membership evalua~
tes the current situation in missions. |

In organizing the paper and in finding much
original data Dr. Herbert Jackson, the director of the
Missionary Reaserch Library at Union Seminary in New York,
has been consulted. All major sources needed for this
study that are included in the Bibliography are available
through the Research Library at Union Seminary in New
York City.

D. Procedure for the Study.
The procedure used to determine the issues in an

evaluation of the T.M.C. will begin with an hisbtorical
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sketch of the Council. This sketch will briefly deal
with various aspects of the Council's development during
the years such as: the creation, expansion, crisis,
revision and inbtegration of the Councile The Chapter
will provide a general historical framework of the
Council. Chapter two will suggest evaluative material of
the Council from its own membership, which will include
both the strengths and weaknesses of the Council. Chapter
three will present material from the conservative view
point concerning the Council, since many of These groups
are not in sympathy with the Council's activities.

The fourth chapter will draw from the first
three chapters the emerging issues in any evaluation of
the Council. These issues will be those believed to be
the most significant. A brief conclusion will follow
chapter four in which the writer will state his impress—
ions of the Council. Except for g brief statement in
chapter four the writer will attempt to present the
material objectively.

E. Abbreviations.

In the writing of this thesis the following
abbreviations will be used:

International Missionary Council - I.M.C.
World Council of Churches - W.CoCo

International Review of lissions - I.R.M.



~xiii~-
American Council of Churches - A.C.C.
National Association of Bvangelicals -  N.A.E,
Evangelical Foreign Missionary Association - E.F.M.A.
Interdenominational Foreign Missionary

Association - IT.F.M.A.
Associated lissions of the International Council of

Christian Churches - A M.T.CoCoC,
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Chapter T

AN HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE I.M.C.

A. Introduction.

.. Chapter one will provide the historical frame-
'Work in which to understénd the International Missionary
Council. It will trace the factors leading up To the
Council's creation and present briefly the actual rise

and development of the Council. The chapter will also

point up various factors which have helped to change the

Council during the years. This historical sketch will
show the Council as a whole; The following chapters will

Lo " then present various parts of the Council.
B. Factors Giving Rise to the I.M.C.

The official beginning of the ecumenical move-
ment has been set as 1910, yet the roobts of the movement
stretch back over a hundred years before bthat date.1 The
conference that met at Bdinburgh did not begin in a
vacuum, for as Hogg states, there were at least four
streams of cooperation during the 19th century that flowed

1. Hogg, William Richey, Ecumenical Foundations, New York
Harpers and Brothers, 1952, p.l5.

-



together at the Edinburgh meeting.l These four streams of ,

cooperation demonstrate the major factors that promoted
the creation of the I.M.C.
The first stream of cooperation was a series
of conferences convened by missionaries in the lands
where they served, to explore immediate problems of
theory, practice and organization.2 The purpose of these
meetings is reflected in the following quotation:
" Inevitably as missionaries moved into India,
China, Japan and countries of Africa and Latin
America, they encountered problems requiring joint
consultation. Nearly always this meant sharing help=
ful information and providing mubtual counsel. In a
few cases it meant alleviating friction that arose
when one soclety encroached on territory or appealed
to converts of another . 3
The second stream is comprised of a series of
conferences held in England and the United States begin~
ning in Wew York in 1854 and culminating in New York in
1900.4 These Anglo~American conferenceswere the counter-

parts of the meetings which were being carried on by the

missionaries on The fields. Alexander Duff has summarized

the purpose of these meetings when he said; "it was not

intended to form a new missionary organization, but one
of the assemblies'objects would be a free interchange of

information among the existing missionary organizations.”™ 5
l. Ibid—‘, p.l6.

2. Ibid., D. 16.

3. Ibid., p. 1lo6-17.

4, Ibid., p. 17.

5. Ibid., p. 35.



The third stream of cooperation that gave rise
to the I.M.C. was the development at home base of con-
tinuing consultative groups directly concerned with
problems of missionarg’administration and policy. These
home base operations were at first simple in organization,
for they were informalztimes of meeting and discussion
of problems and techniques. Many groups met informally
all over Turope and in so meeting gave rise to the
Edinburgh meeting of 1910.

The last and most important stream leading to
the 1910 éonference was the growth of the Student Move-
ment.l The student movement had a strong beginning
when the Young Men's Christian Association began in Eng-
land. The group grew in dze and frequently held con-
ferences. In the 1880's the Inter-Seminary Missionary
Alliance was established and Seminary students were
awakened to the necessity of missionary activity. These
meetings not only quickened missionary concern among
theological students, but it also prompted leadership
for the whole student movement. Under +he leadership
of John R. lMott these movements gradually were brought
together as the World Student Christian Federation. The
'purpose of this group was to unite Christian youth around
the world into a common missionary federation.

At the meetiné in Edinburgh these four streams

1. Ibid., p.81.
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of cooperation were represented. They had developed
independently of each other, but in 1910 converged into
the I.M.C. and became assoclated with the whole trend
toward ecumenicity. The meeting in 1910 must be seen

as a time of drawing btogether df separate threads in

order to create one strong united body.
Ce Creation and Development of the I.l.C.

l. Creation of the I.H.C.

The conference at Edinburgh, as indicated
above, must be seen as a consultative gathering as it
drew together the four streams of cooperative movement.
The primary purpose at Edinburgh was to study the mis-
sionary problems of the day in order that necessary pro-
grams could be adopted to fulfill the great commission..l

The main work df the meeting consisted in the
representatives of the societies and boards surveying
their resources and sharpening their tools for the con=-
quest of the non-Christian world in this generation.2
The delegates at Edinburgh were gathered out of a common

concern for missions and studied various topics such

as; non~-Christian religions, the church on the mission

* 0 02 & a8 s

1. Gairdner, W.H.T., Echoes from HEdinburgh, 1910 London,
Fleming Revell, 1910, prefatory note.

2. Skoglund, John B., To the Whole Creation, Valley
Forge. The Judson Press, 1962, p.26.



J—

—6—

field, education, preparation of missionaries, and
cooperation with promotion in unity.l These topics
and the general spiritual nature of The gathering gave
those present an optimistic feeling concerning the fubure
of missions.2

Edinburgh had many practical results. The con-
ference had demonstrated Christian unity and the pos-
sibility of increasing cooperation between missionary
agencies. It had promoted and stimulated missionary
giving and helped promote cooperation between
denominations. The‘most'significant result of HEdinburgh
was the creation of a continuation committee that was to
meet frequently during the coming years and to call
another meeting when it felt the Christian warld was
ready. Under the leadership of the great stabtesmen, John
- Re Mott, this committee functioned with amazing efficiency.

In 1921 at lohonk, New York, a meeting was called
as a result of the conbtinuation committee's activity, with
the purpose of organizing a Council. It was in this meeting
that the actual I.M.C. came into existence. In order to
encourage international cooperation the constitution of
the Council deliberately stated that there would be no
theological basis for membership. It was established on
the principle of spiritual fellowship growing out of

3

a desire to cooperate in The cause of Christian missions.
l. Gairdner, op.cit., p. 19.
2. Skoglund, op.cit., p. 27.
5. Mlinutes of the I#.C., Lake Mohonk, New York, 1921.
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Edinburgh started the movement by establishing a com-
mittee, and Mohonk established the Council by drawing
up the original constitution. The Preamble to the con-~
stitution and the original list of functions of the
Council can be found in Appendix number one.

2. Expansion of the I.M.C.

After the actual creation of the Council it
grew rapidly as representatives from the non-western
churches became involved in the Council's structure. At
the second World Missionary Conference at Jerusalem there
was a splrit of enthusiasm present due to the involvement
of non-western delegates from the younger churches. At
Edinburgh there had been no official representatives sent
by the churches on the mission fields, but at Jerusalem
more than one-fifth of the delegates came from churches
which had been established through missionary activity.l

The emphasis at Jerusalem was upon a restate-
ment of the Christian message which gave rise to evangel-
istic efforts on many mission fieldé, but as time pssed
the economic decline of the west limited available funds
and the spirit of Jerusalem was destroyed. In spite of the
darkness of the world in the thirties the Council con-
tinued to expand its scope of activities. The Council
started Christian literature campaigns in Africa, stimu-

L] L L d

1. Skoglund, op. cit., pe. 22



lated rural missions, encouraged evangelism of the Jews,
and ubilized social and economic research as a founda-
tion for planning among younger churches. When the Council
met in Madras in 1938 the world outlook was dark under

L vet the meeting of the Council

the pressure of war,
reflected real growbth. One sign of growth can be seen in
the fact that half of the delegates were now from the
younger churches. The national church leaders were be-
coming more deeplyyinvolved in the Council's work. The
discussions at Madras centered in defining the Christian
Church and younger churches were recognized as as much
a'part of the church as were older churches. This prompted
a more independent spirit in Tthe younger churéh leaderse.
The Council had grown rapidly from 1921 to 1938 and in
spite of the economic depression it knéw continuous
expansion.
3. Crisis in the I.M.C.

The I.M.C. has grown during years when there was
severe crisis in the world. The first crisis faced was
the First World War, for it @ evented the continuation
committee created at Edinburgh from meeting frequently
for the purpose of organizing the Council. The war de-
layed the creation of the Council and could have destroyed
it. The economic depression of the thirties limited

LY L ] [ 4 L ] L d

1. The World Mission of the Church, findings and recom~
mendations of the I.M.C. at ladras 1938., lNew York,
I.l.Ce 1938, P. 6.
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funds for missions and thgs prevented the Council's abil-
ity to function consistently. The Second World War
started immediately after the Madras meeting and as a
result prevented the implementation of the Madras sug-
gestions concerning evangelism, building the church,
approaching non-Christian religions, aﬁd the training
of missionaries.‘The war also prevented the leadership of
the Council from meeting and therefore cutv communications
between the older and younger churches. More recently the
stomic age and The cold war struggle between the Hast
and the West has provided an air of tension in which the
Council was forced to work. These above tensions in
the world cut short the effectiveness of the Council at
thnés, yet in spite of them thé Council became very well
established.

The Council has also experienced internal
crisis over a‘theological issue. In 1921 the Council was
confronted with a group of fundamentalistic Christians
whose belief in the verbal inspiration of scripture and
M infallibility of the Bible made them challenge the basis
for fellowship of the Council.l Hogg has described the
crisis as divisive, sectarian, and exclusive.2 It led .
some groups, like the China Inland Mission, to withdraw
from common ventures; and it caused others to refrain

1. Hogg, op. cit., p.216.
2. 1bid, pPe.216.
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from cooperating at all. The critical issue in this crisis
was Whethér or not doctrinal uniformity was essential for
fellowship and cooperation. The original constitution of
the Council had attempted to avoid this crisis by
excluding a doctrinal statement, but it still became an
issue and is still one today as will be seen in chapter
three. The Continuation Committee in 1923 affirmed its
implici% theological base and took a stand against those
who demanded a full definition of faith as the basis for
cooperation. This crisis caused some groups to leave the
Council and for a period hurt the dewlopment of the
movement.

The internal crisis the Council faced in 1922
and the continuous external crisis in the world reflect
some of the difficulties the Council faced as it grew from
an informal conference in 1910 to part of the W.C.C,
in 1961.

4, Revision of the IM.C.

The second World War had divided the Christian
world, so at Whitby in 1947 when the Council met again,,
the primary function of the Council was to.re-establish
the old ties from before the war. The Council at Whitby
began a process of evaluation of the missionary scene in
the light of the difficulties growing out of the war. The
conference at Whitby evaluated the current missionary

world and created an optimistic program of expectant
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evangelism and partnership in obedience. This program
aimed to revolutionize the missionary world and when it
failed a process of re-evaluation and revision within
the Council took place.

At the Willingen conference in 1952 the topic
discussed was the missionary obligation of the church,
which had also been the subject of the W.C.C. in 1948.
The Willingen meeting contributed studies on the theo-
logical basis of missions; for much rethinking in mis-
sions was taking place. This rethinking was held in
a spirit of despair which had never been felt at Whitby
or at any other Council meeting.l

The fact that the Council became a forum for
theological debate was a radical shift from the original
purpose of the Council. The Willingen conference provided
a stimulant for thought, but it did not clearly set
forth a program of action. Both the Willingen meeting
and the Ghana Assembly of 1958 provided challenging
addresées but the concreteness of the suggestions of Madrss
and Jerusalem was: missing. The more recent Council meet-
ings in terms of procedure and purpose were revised after
the war and the original objectives of the Council were
not accomplished. Chapter four will state the fact that
the changes in the Council became a significant issue Tor
an evaluation.

1. Jackson, Herbert, Some 01d Patterns For New In Mis-

sions, New York, Occasional Bulletin, Kissionary Re-
search Library, 1961, December, p.l.
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5. Integration of the I.M.C.

One of the questions which was first raised
at Willingen when the leaders of the I.M.C. were sad-
dened by the failures of Whitby was whether or not the
I.l.Ce should continue as a separate organization or in-

tegrate with the W.C.C. During the Willingen meebting

‘and again at Tthe Ghana Assembly this question was con-

stantly raised. Many felt that the two Councils over-
lapped so frequently that they would both be helped by
integration. The matter was debated al Ghana and a com-

mission was esbtablished to consider the possibility of

merger in the near future. The practical aspects of this

merger were worked out between The Ghana meeting and the
New Delhi meeting of 1961l. The first order of business
at New Delhi was to vote on the question. of integration;
when integration was accepted by tThe membership of the
Council a worship service for integration was held.

All the ecumenical leaders hailed the union, but same
groups such as the Congo Council of Churches opposed it
and withdrew from the Council. The integration was prac-
tically a unanimous decision. The I.M.C. as a separate

organization had lost its unique function to the Christ-

ilan community and therefore became an integral part of the

"J{IQCOCQ



D. Pactors which caused the I.M.C. to change.

The worlds of 1910 and of 1960 were extrenmely
different in terms of the world situation, the needs of
the church and the needs of the missionary world. In 1910
the mission boards functioned as independent entities,
and there was little cooperation between missionary mind-
ed people. In 1910 there was a crying need for a united
front to solve mutual problems and discuss missionary
techniques. The creation of the Continuation Committee
and the establishment of the I.M.C. helped meet this
need for mutual assistance. The early Council was mo-
tivated bj the urgency of the Christian task and pro-
ceded to work for the evangelism of the world through
cooperation. The more recent Council has functioned as
a forum for theological debate, and The urgency of Bdin-
burgh and Jerusalem has not been present. This change in
spirit and purpose of the Council is generally admit-
ted by ecumenical leaders.:L The following paragravhs
will state some of the factors which led +to this change
in the Council.

One factor has been the rise of nationalism
and the gradual de-emphasis of the western missionary.

As a result of the activity of the I.M.C. a spirit of in-
dependence was cultivated within the national churches
1. Jackson, Herbert, 5i£éé%5£‘6f liissionary Research

Library, Union Seminary , New York, December 1962,
personal interview.
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within mission countrie§, so that the nationals became
more responsible for their own evangelism and church
work. The rise of the national church along with the
trend toward pblitical independence in the 1950's has
changed the practical functioning of the I.l.C. As a
result of the current nationalistic spirit in politics
and church 1life the needs of the world and the mission
field today are vastlyvdifferent from the world of
1910, If the needs of 1910 no longer exist as they did,
then the structure created to meet those needs must be
adjusted to solve the newer, more complex problems of

1961. Nationalism in the church and in the politics of

mission lands has produced needs which have caused the

policies of the I.M.C. to change.

Other factors which were briefly mentioned
under the heading of crisis on page eight of this thesis
concern the entire changing world. The economic depress—
ion of the thirties and the war of the forties with the
use of atomic power radically changed the optimism of
the early twenties when the Council began. As the world
changed needs of people and countries changed. China is
an illustration of how communism can influence an entire
land, that once was a key missionary center. Néw strategy
was needed to meet problems of a new age, this meant

that the old I.M.C. had to change.
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One last factor was thé change in personnel
within the Council, Men like Mottt and Oldham are not easy
to duplicate. It was the efforts of these men which had
kept the Council moving. When these men retired a natural
change took place as new leaders were gppointed. This
factor and others mentioned above show why the Council
was forced to change from the old to the new.

E, Conclusion.

Thié chapter has presented an historical sketch
of the I.li.C. as a whole. It has presented the factors
which gave rise to the I.M.C. in the nineteenth century,
presented briefly the creétion and development of the
Council and has shown some of the factors which changed
the Council in recent years. The Council must be seen
as the work of dedicated men of God. The entire move-
ment was establiéhed upon the Christian foundation of
love and spiritual harmony. The Council began in 1921
and only last year became the missionary arm of the
WeC.C. This historical sketch has beén Presented to give
a background for the Council and to point up some of
the poséible issues in evaluating the I.M.C. as will be
seen in chapter four. The whole question of historical
change will be dealt with in chapter four as a major

issue in evaluating the Council.
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CHAPTER IT
AW EVATUATIVE STUDY OF THE INTERNATIONAL
MISSIONARY COUNCIL BY ITS MBEMBERSHIP

A. Introduction

In chapter one the brief history of the Inter-
national Missionary Council was presented to give a
historic framework in which to interpret and understand
the Council. In order to help determine the basic issues
in evaluating the International Missionary Council this
chapter will deal with both the strengths and weaknesses
of the Council as seen by individuals in sympathy with
the ecumenical missionary movement. The strengths of the
Council will be seen in the light of what the Council
has accomplished during the fifty years of its existence,
and the weaknesses will be presented in the 1light of the
failures of the Council which have been recognized by
many leaders concerned for ecumenical missions.

In order to maske an honest evaluation of the
Council both the strengths and weaknesses must be seenj
then the evaluator must weigh the materisl in his mind

to determine whether or not the-strengths outweigh the

- weaknesses. This chapter will only include evaluative

material which comes from individuals who are in

sympathy with the Council. Chapter three has been
-17-
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reserved for the consideration of groups not directly

a part of the ecumenical missionary concern.

B.' Strengths of the I.M.C. in the light¥

of it's accomplishments.

It is impossible To list everything that has
Been accomplished by the I.M.C. during its existence of
fifty years, but the following pages will present ac-
complishments that this writer believes to be most sign-
ificant in order to help determine the basic issues in
evaluating the Council. This list i1s not exhaustive and
has most likely overlooked specific accomplishments of
the Council, but it will give the overall achievements
of the Council.
1. A Setting for Consultation on Missionary Problems.

One of the original functions of the I.M.C.
Wben it was established in 1921 was to provide an atmos-
phere for consultation between individual missionaries
and missionary boards on varying mission fields. This
function is clearly set forth in the constitution of the
organization. The constitution states that one purpose
of the Council was:

To stimulate thinking and investigation on

missionary questions, to enlist in the solution of

these questions the best knowledge and experience
to be found in all countries and to make results

avallable for all missionary societies and missions. 1

* 8 0 &2 s s 0

1. Minutes of the I.i.C. Lake Mohonk, New York, 1921,p.36.
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This was one of the original purposes of the Council and
in all its major meetings this was the desired end to-
ward which the meetings moved.

The I.M.C. brought together missionaries and
national leaders that had common problems To be solved.
One particular concern which made this funetion of con-
sultation important was the question of comity. R.
Pierce Beaver imn a recent volume on the history of com-
ity has shown how the Edinburgh Conference was able to
deal with this particular concern. Beaver indicates that
with the first conference at Edinburgh "the discussion
of comity in international missionary conferences came

e Now attention was focused on positive

to an end.”
and effective means, systems, and institutions of co-
operation and on movements towards organic union among
the young churches.2 The Council provided a setting for
the discussidn of comity and other relagted difficulties.
At the meetings -of the I.M.C. a procedure devel-
oped which permitted the free exchange of ideas concerning
problems which included: evangelism, language barriers,

national leadership and medical missions. Hogg has stated

that. one of the main purposes of the Council was to quick-

s

- en the whole church to its world wide evangelistic re-

sponsibilities.5 In an atmosphere of free discussion this

l. Beaver, R.Pierce, Icumenical Beginnings in Protestant
World Missions, New York, Nelsons, 1962, p.78.

2e Ibide., D.78.

%« Hogg, ODe Citiey Pa370.
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purpose was carried out. At the meetings of the Council
small committees would wrestle with particular problems
and bring conclusions and suggestions to the entire body
of delegates. These reports can be found in the docu-
ments growing out of each major Council meeting.

To illustrate the practical nature of the con-
sultatbive éxchange between groups one typical report from
a Committee of the Willingen Conference will be consid-
ered. The problem faced by this Committee was to obtain
information on a clear definition of the missionary
vocation and to discover the best program for training

missionaries.l This Committee discussed this particular

s concern thoroughly and in theilr report presented a forth-

right statement concerning it.2 Their report included ma~
terial which Jjustified the need for missionaries in the
light of the mission of the church today. They affirmed
their faith in God's use of the church and proceeded to
present in practical terms what the mission field needed
to implement the purpose of God for the church.5 The
Committee then indicabed a detailed series of suggestions
to all mission boards as to what they felt to be essen—
tial in the training of the missionary.4 This one report
is illustrative of the consultative nature of the I.M.C.
l. Goodsll, Norman, Missiéné ﬁnée; the Cross, New York
Friendship Press, 1952, p.208.
2. Ibid., p.208.

%. Ibid., p.208.
L. Tbid., pe21l2.
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From the beginning of the I.H.C. the major
meetings have provided missionaries a setting to raise
questions concerning evangelistic method, learning a
foreign ianguage,.the use of institubtlions for medical
and educational purposes, and the development of the
national churches. The neetings were a time of constfuc—
tive sharing on mubtual problems; this then is one of
the Council's major accomplishments.

2. A Torum for Theological Debate in Missions.

One~of the cardinal principles in the creation
of the I.i.C. was the removal of ecclesiastical or theolo-
gical debate from the Council meetings. The Preamble of
the Constitution directly states that '"no decision shall
be sought from the Council, and no statement shall be
issued by it on any matter involving an ecclesiastical
or doctrinal question.”l Recently Brik Nielson has re-
stated this original objective of the Council leader—
ship when he said "1t was however, made clear from the
beginning that gquestions pertaining to doctrinal and
ecclesiastical differences between churches were to be

outside the orbit of the T.M.C."e

Although it was the
desire of the originators of the Council to keep matters
of faith and doctrine out of The debate it became an
impossible task. As the Council grew and the problems in

the world of secularism and communism became more complex

1. Mohonk Minutes, ope. cit., D«55.
2. Orchard, Ronald K., ed. The Ghana Assembly, New York

Friendship, 1957, 204,
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it became clear that the underlying motivations for
missions had to be clearly stated. Nielson reflects the
opinion of many when he stalbes a significant question,
“It is a very real quesﬁion whether the I.M.C. can es-—
cape critical study of underlying concepts."l As a
result of a deep sense of need the Council at Whitby
and particularly et Willingen discussed and debated
the theological foundations of missions. This debate
was also being carried on in the World Couﬁcil of
Churches and the debate in the I.M.C. only contributed
to the growing concern on this topic.

The Willingen report is prefaced by the following
statement which reflects the desire to discuss the theo-
logical framework of missions:

It was at this point that what began as a process
of study introduced by the I.M.C. Research Secre-~
tary broadened out into a wider process in which an
attempt was made to pursue concurrently the work
of theological inguiry and the task of policy
re-examination. 2
This statement indicates that Willingen was attempting
to contribute to the theological inquiry that had been
started in the W.C.C. The leadership of +the Council
felt in the light of the world situation that this was
extremely necessary. Norman Goodall has indicabted the
detailed purpose of Willingen in relation to develop-—
ing a theology of missions in the following words:

1. IThide, D.20%4.
2. Goodall, op. cit., p.l1l2.
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What the I.M.C. attempted, within the severe
limits of its central resources, was to foster
wider interésts in this enquiry, to formulate
some of the 1lssues at stake in it, and to secure
the collgboration of those whose experience and
equipment enabled them to make a contribution
of special value to it. 1

It can be stated in the light of the most re-
cent meetings of the I.M.C. at Whitby, Willingen and Ghana
that the Council permitted debate of and ingquiry into

the theology of missions. The reports and speeches grow-

“ing oubt of these meetings provide a wealth of infor-

mation which contributes strongly to an understanding

0f the theology of missions. Skoglund in a recent

book has stabted his view of the Willingen conference and
why he felt it was successful; "while the Willingen
results were not conclusive, Willingen did move the
Christian cause forward in an understanding of a theo-
logy for missions.”2

The I.M.C. though not originally intended as a

Torum for debating theological problems, has provided

-recently a forum where debate and study were carried on.

The leaders of the Council believe this to be a signi-
ficant accomplishment of the I.i.C.
3. An Oﬁportunity for International Fellowship.

From the very beginning the I.M.C. has provided

an atmosphere of deep Christian fellowship and it has

® 8 e 0 e &8

1. Tbid., p.204.
2. Skoglund, John K., To the Whole Creation, Valley
Forge, Judson Press, 1962, p.26.



been considered by Hogg as one of the major achieve-
ments of the Council.t The extent of the fellowship
reached every corner of the world. It was originally
a Coﬁncil of western missionaries that met together to
solve problems and to have fellowship which grows na-
turally out of mutual respect. As the Council grew this
aspect of fellowship grew also, for with each meeting
a gregbter number of different racial groups were repre-—
sented. The Council provided a place where different
racial and cultural groups could come together in an
stmosphere of warm friendship, to share individual
convictions and ideas. This spirit of fellowship and
unity of spirit were part of every great Council meeting.
The atmosphere of fellowship and cordiality can
be illustrated in the devotional and spiritual nature of
the Council meetings. The meetings were always held in
the awareness of the presence of God, and spiritual en-
richment was a part of the function of every €ouncil
meeting. Me.A.Ce Warren -states in an article for the
International Review of Missions that the I.M.C. "brought
Christians of many races and cultures and ecclesias-
tical traditions physically, mentally and spiritually

together.“2

This gathering together of peoples into one

location fostered mutual recognition of races and of

1. Hogg, op. cit., D.368.

2. Warren, M.A.C., "The Missionary Obligation of the
Church in the Present Historical Situation.” Inter-—
national Review of Missions, vol.39, 1950, p.393.
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cultures in different counbtries. As a result the wall
which existed in the early twentieth cenbtury between the
western and eastern Christian churches was broken down.

The achievement of fellowship is one of the
major highlights of the Whitby Conference. Latourette
and Hogg in reporting on the Whitby Conference have
been deeply impressed with the significance of the
fellowship at Whitby.Nine years had elapsed since the
Madras meeting, now Whitby brought together Christian
friends who had been separated during the second World
Var. The following paragraph from a report on Whitby
illustrates the nature of the fellowship.

At the close of another one of these services
there were prayers in many languages coming freely
from the hearts of thogse there made one...the prayers
that came from the depths of Christian hearts were
in German, in Suto, in Spanish, in Tamil, and in
Danish. No one could translate them all, but in
that united company of the Spirit in which they
were uttered, all were understood...The living bond,
the reality of the fellowship in Christ, was never
more real. This was a unity which no man could
create and which no man could sunder. 'l

The I.M.C. fostered a united Christian spirit between
peoples and therefore helped give a universal meaning
to the body of Christ. Every race and culbure was seen
as part of the Christian family as a result of the close
ties of fellowship growing out of the meetings of the
I.IVIDC.

Hogg closes hig discussion on the significance of

l. Latourette, K.3., Hogg, W.R., Tomorrow is Here, New
York, Friendship Press, 1948, p.71-72.
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the world wide fellowship which the I.M.C. fostered,

by stating the fact that the entire movement of the
Council from Hdinburgh to New Delhi was cultivated in

the spirit of prayer and worship. Every session of every
conference grew out of the sense of God's work through the
Council. "Confronting btasks of élmost incompassable
magnitude, those who came together in prayer were forced
again and again to confess their dependence upon God

1

. . . . .. s
and their essential unity in discipleship. Tt was

this oneness of The Christian world community which
gave, as Hogg puts 1it; '"meaning to all else that the I.M.C.

did. e

The spirit of fellowship was tTherefore a major
accomplishment of the I.M.C. |
4. 4 Stablizing Influence on the Growing Wational Church.
At the Edinburgh meeting (1910) only a few
national leaders were present, but by 1928 at the derusalem .
meeting of the Council almost a quarter of the delegates
were nstionals and by the Madras meeting in 1938 half
of the delegates came from the national churches. The
I.M.Ce is directly responsible for the recognizing and
the advancement of the national churches as part of the
household of faith. Warren has gone as far as to say that
the I.M.C. fostered the idea of the universal church of
Christ by giving the national a place in the Christian

l. Hogg, op. cit., p.576..
2. Ibid., p. 370.
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community.l Within the framework of the I.M.C. nationals

= were given responsible positions and were treated as
’ equals with the western delegates.

The recognition helped advance the cause of the
younger churches for although these churches were numer=-
ically weak they were granted the privilege of service
within the I.M.Ce which showed them their responsibility
as a part of the world Christian community. The Council
also aided the younger churches by providing their lead-
ership with ecumencial training, and it also helped
create and sponsor the development of National Councils
of Churches within vafious natlons and it kept the
younger churches independent by meking them responsible
to a great degree for thelir own work.2

The Whitby conference illustrates the basic nature
of The relationship which the I.M.C. attempted to foster
between the older and younger churches. At Whitby the
concept of partnership in obedience was discussed and
the younger and older churches were seen as having
equal respohsibility in the missionary task. The areas
of partnership were entitled: growbh, personnel, finance,

m policy and administration.5 ach of these areas was con-
trolled by the cooperative work of both the older and
younger churches. Nelther group had the right Tto feel
l. Warren, op. cit., p.394: ST

2. Hogg, Ope Ccite, D371l

3. Witness of a Revolutionary Church, Statements Issued

by the I.lM.C. after The Whitby Conference 1947,
New York, I.M.C. 1947. Dpe235=34.
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superior or indispensable in accomplisning the mis-
sionary taske.

The T.W.C. helped give the national churches
within mission countries a sense of pride and self-
confidence and without the help of the I.M.C. the growth
of the national churches would have been greatly im-
paired. This must be seen as a major accomplishment of
the Council.

5. A Functioning Agency to Assist in World Missionary Needs.

It would be impossible to 1list the specific
ways that the I.M.C. has responded to the needs of the
missionary world, but the following three illustrations
will show the reader how the Council responded to selected
specific needs with clarity and directness.

a. Orphaned Missionaries.

Hitler's invasion of Poland in 1939 had reper-
cussions which were felt around the world, and which
hurt Tthe work of German missions. In the tropical island
of Sumatra twenty-five German nissionaries were sudden—
ly cut off from all communications with their homeland,
and were left withoult support from home, isolated in an
area which could hardly afford to maintain them. Immedi-
ately upon hearing of this difficulty the I.M.C. went
into action and through the New York and London offices

was able to grant emergency money. As the war progressed
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the same problem spread to other countries and before
long hundreds of missionaries were isolated from their
homelands. The I.M.C. was faced with the problem of
maintaining the missionary work of these missionaries
as well as caring for their personal needs. The national
leaders in each of these countries were able to care for
the missionary work and through a program of fund raising
the Council was able to care for the needs of the orphaned
missionaries.

The way the Council solved this problem of

orphaned missionaries through raising funds is considered
a major achievement; for the budget for the war needs was
over two million dollars a year. Major denominations and
individuals contributed and in an amazing way bthe funds
were obtained. The cause for orphaned missions was so
successful that the following bold statement was made:
"as far as it is known, as a result of the'Fund not a

- single Protestant missionary anywhere in the world has

| had to leave his post during the war because of lack of
funds.“l The response to such an emergency was truly
a remarkable achievement of the I.M.C. and demonstrated
clearly its ability to function as a practical arm of
the Christian church.

b. Union Institutions.
The creation of union institutions has been one

1. Latourette and Hogg,‘oﬁ..cit:, pP.54.
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of the results of the ecreation of national churches with-
in countries,amoﬁg the younger churches. In these in-
stitutions many denominations cooperate in the education-
al improvement of national workers. Through the support
of the I.M.C. manybschools on the high school, college
and seminary level have developed. These institutions
meet a definite need within the life of the national
church and without the I.M.C. the educagtional life of

the younger churches would have been extremely limited.

The younger churches have been directly aided by the

I.M.C. for leaders within the national churches have
been trained in union colleges and seminaries. This re—
sponse of the I.M.C. to meet the educational needs of
people around the world is a definite accomplishment.

¢. International Review of Missions.

The International Review of Missions has grown
into one of the most practical accomplishments of the
I.M.C. One of the functions listed in the original con-
stitution at Mohonk in 1921 was: "o be responsible for
the publication of the I.R.M. and such other publications
as in the Jjudgement of the Council may contribute to
the study of missionary questiOns."l This practical
function of the Council has been consistently carried oute.

This publication has an international appeal

1. Mohonk Minutesy, O0ODe Cile, De36e
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as its title indicates for the articles are relevant

not only to the western church but also to the eastern
church. The Jjournal functions as a general review of the
mission sceney for each issue gives the current

news in missions. The articles are historical, contro-
versial and devotional. Fach issue provides the reader
with a series of current book reviews of missionary in-
terest. The entire series of the I.R.M. provides a wealth
of material on the nature of missions and missionary
policy and practice. The volumes of the I.R.M. are im-—
pressive for their scholarship and relevancy of the
material. The continuous publication of this review has

given the Christian public reliable information on mis-—

‘sionary activity. The publication must be considered as

a remarkable achievement of the I.M.C. Year after year

the Jjournal has served as a forum for the'most scholar-

ly and advanced thinking in the missionary enterprise.l
The above examples of the orphaned missionaries,

union institutions and the I.R.li. have been presented

to show the way the I.M.C. has responded to the needs of

the Christian missionary world.

6. A Forerunner to the Cooperative International Church.

Warren has made this comment which
summarizes the way the I.M.C. has affected the W.C.C.

He states; "the I.M.C. has in fact made possible a W.C.C."2
l. Hogg, ODe cite, D372
2. Warren, ope. cit., p+395.
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He feels as do most ecumenical leaders that the I.M.C.
is the direct cause of the W.C.C. The ecumenical leaders
believe that this particular fact is one of Tthe major
accomplishments of the I.M.C. Hogg says: "there is ad-
equate historical Jjustification for suggesting that
without the I.M.C. there could have been no W.C.Ca as
it was known in 1948.”1

One of the commissions at the Edinburgh Confer-
ence in 1910 was entitled: 'Cooperation and the Promo-
tion of Unity.' As a result of the discussion of this
subject a commission was established to discuss the faith
and order of the Christian Church which lie at the
heart of the problem of unity. This commission had dif-
ficulty functioning during the war and it was not until
1927/ when the first World Conference of Faith and Order
was convened at Lausanne that the trend toward unity
begane. At this meeting an international organization was
established which was to grow into the W.C.C. in 1948
at Amsterdam.

During the period from 1910 through 1940 the
I.M.C. supported the growth of the W.C.C. It also helped
to cultivate its leadershipe. Men like Mott, Oldham,
Pat on, Brent and Témple were impressed by the nature of
cooperation at Edinburgh and desired to see great-
er unity. The I.M.C. helped establish, as has been
indicated above, national councils of churches in mis-

® 668 80800

1. I‘Iogg, ODe Citu, p0574‘o
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sion nations and also cultivated a spirit of fellow-
ship and cooperation which grew naturally into the W.C.C.
The I.M.C. was able to break down many of the cul-
tural barriers which would have hindered a universal
council of churches. The I.M.C. had by fostering re-
sponsible leadership in younger churches opened the
way to ecumenical cooperation. Since the actual creation
of the W.C.C. the I.M.C. has worked closely with its
missionary arm, and last year the parent organization,
the I.M.C. was absorbed into the framework of the W.C.C.
The creation of the W.C.C. must be seen therefore as a
direct result of the I.M.C.
7+ SUMMary.

The purpose of this section of chapter two has
been to show the positive accomplishments of the I.M.C.
frdm within its own structure. The I.M.C. has provideds
a setting for consultabion on missionary problems, a
forum for theological discussion on missions, an oppor-—
tunity for intermational fellowship, a‘établizing in-
fluence on the growing national churches, a functioning
agency to meet world missionary needs and a forerunner
to the universal church. This list has not been presented
as exhaustive, but it is suggestive of why the leaders
of the I.M.C. have felt the Council's work successful.
These accomplishments must be considered in determining

Tthe basic issues in an evaluabtion of the I.M.C.



C. Weaknesses of the I.M.C. in the light

of its failures.

To determine the issues in making an evaluation
of the I.H.C. its accomplishments must be viewed in rela-
tion to its weaknesses, for although the Council has much
to commend it many of the ecumenical leaders have recog-
nized areas of extreme weakness. The Council has accom-
plished a great deal, but 1t has also failed in certain
areas. It 1s the purpose of this section of the chapter
to present some of The weaknesses of the Council in the
light of its failures. As was indicated in the above
section this list will be only suggestives; it would be
impossible to list every specific failure or weaskness
of the Council.

l. The Over Emphasis on Institutions.
Originally the sole aim of the early Protestant
missionaries was evangelism. They purposed to proclaim
the gospel of Jésus Christ and confront men and women
with their need of accepting Christ as Lord and Saviore.
Their method after conversion was to give the converts
; the Bible in the vernacular, teach them to read, and
use medicine to heal their minor infirmities. As the
missionary endeavor expanded it became obvious that tﬁe
missionary endeavor had to expand horizons, for the con-

“ verts had physical and educational needs that also had to be

met along with the spiritual. "The functions which schools,
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hospitals and philanthropic agencies sought to carry

| out were never questioned by the missionary societies
which had created them.“l The institutions that were
created were to be functional in reaching men for Christ
and they never were to become an end in themselves.

As the I.M.C. developed it recommended the use
of insﬁitutions as a means of furthering the Christian
message. The Council was not directly responsible for
the institutions yet it failed to preceive adequately
the gradual change toward institutional missions. The
institutions were becoming ends in themselves rather
than means to the end of winning people for Christ.2

At Madras the Council recognized:

the far reaching influence and usefulness of
Christian institutions as a part of the witness of
the church, and called for their close integration
into the Christian program as a whole, and warned
against the tendancy to absorb an undue propo?tion 3
of available resources and to become self centered.
At the Whitby conference the Council repeated this call
to maintain a close connection between the institutions
and the life of the church, stressing the desire to keep
the life of the institutions Christian.  Gradually the
Council failed to accomplish its intended purpose in
institutions for its suggestions were not followed.
- 1. Beaver, Pierce, Toward a More Effective Ministry

Through Migsionary Institutions, New York, N.C.C.

1953, Dp.6.
2. Jackson, op. cit., personal interviews.
%o Beaver, op. cit., D.O.
4, Thbide ©DPe7e
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Institutions of high quality demanded an inveigt-
ment of considerable money. The work of hospitals,  the |
adminstration of orphanges, and the maintaining of
educational standards required specially trained per-
sonnel and speclal equipment. In order Tto implement
the function of institutions so much money was reguired
in the proceés that the institutions became an end in
themselves.l As & result of their size the institutions
were often placed under independent or semi-independent
boards ofAtrustees which led to to their separation from
the church. The I.M.C. during this period of change was
unable to stop the trend for it happened gradually.

At Willingen the Council began to look at it-
self and was very unhappy about what it saw. The situa-
tion in China was growing darker and the institutions,
such asj; schools hospitals, rural service centers,
and orphanges, which many believed would continue to be
instruments of Christian service even after serious pres—
sure had been exerted by the government on the church,
yfailed. As the Willingen Conference studied the institu-
tions it made the following statement:

‘The missionary enterprise is in great measure
a colossal system of inter-church aid, with relative-
ly little pioneer evangelistic advance on either geo-
graphic, cultural, or economic frontiers. The dele-

gates saw also that at present the missionary enter-
prise was relatively immobile. 3

1. Tbide, De7e .
2e Ibid-, p.?o
%e Ibide, Po8.
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The reasons for this was because the misslonary
institutions had taken so much money and man power, that
they had absorbed a wvery large part of the available
missionary funds. The mission of the church had become
lost in a maze of hospitals, orphanages and schoolse.

The prevailing view concerning institutions was that
"functional work was in itself a Witness.”l As long as

mission boards carried on this institutional work they .

believed they were fulfilling the Christian witness.
Beaver in his booklet on missionary institutions
shows clearly that many problems have existed in all
types of institutions. The first major problem in educa-—
tional institutions is maintaining a well qualified
staff. The Christian community within the national
church could not supply the leadership required by the
colleges, and missionary recrults from the west are few
for this type of worke. Non-Christians were then used
to teach, which raises the question of whether or not
an institution can be considered Christian without
Christian leadership in its teaching staff. A second
problem in educational missions was that of finances.
As government supported the colleges more non~Christians
pailid fees and attended these colleges, and this cut the
proportion of Christian to non-Christian students and
changed the atmosphere of the institutions. As a result

1. Tbid., D.6. ) T



Beaver states that "conversion in the college still
continues to be negligible in 3:1111&1}361*-.":L Every type
of institution suffered from the same problem as Wilder
has pointed out in a recent article concerning medical
missions in India. He has said that the lack of properly
trained Christian medical personnel is presently changing
the institutions in India. When a hospital is staffed
by non-Christians it is obvious that the institution can
not expect to carry on its primary Christian mission.2
"Willingen has summarized the problem:
"The problem of institutions is fundamentally a
spiritual one. Technical and organizational mabters
cannot be treated as unimportant, but the level of
spiritual life in an institution mabters even more.
To make institutions more effective is thus a ques-
tion of making Christian the service of its staff,
the personal relations of its members, and the co-
operate worship and witness of its dgy-to-day life."
The failure of the Council in its handling of institu-—
tions can be clearly seen by Beaver’s fresh insights into
the problem. This must be recognized as a valid weakness
of the Councils program.
2+ The Domination of the West.
It is the feeling of Erik Nielson in his dis-
cussion of the Role of the I.M.C. that: "the I.M.C. in

its thinking and work, in its whole atmosphere, is char-
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2o Wilder E.W., "Patterns of Christian Work in Changing
- India" TI.ReM. wvol 48, 1959, p.190-197.

%e Beaver, Institubtions, op. cit., D.38,
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acterized by a western mission-board perspective."

He does not mean this to be a direct criticism, but he
does feel that it has hampered the development and suc—
cessfulness of the Council. Since the originators of
the Council were mostly from the western nations it is
easy to see how this western domination would arise.
This is reflected in the fact that all the chairmen

of the Council were from the western nations.

The nature of western domination can be seen
in the approach the west took toward missionary institu-—
tions. Beaver reports that the Willingen Conference dis-—
cussed the patterns of missionary activity and discover-
ed that "institutions were built on western patterns and
supported by Western.funds."2 As a result the younger
churches and nétional councils were unable to share sub-
stantially in the work of the institutions because of the
expense. Because of the power and money in the western
world and since the two major offices of the I.M.C. were
in New York and London the west dominated continually.
This was considered unfortunate yet it must also be con-
sidered as a weakness of the Council.

5. The Implementation of Programs.

During the years following the Whitby and Willingen

& 000 » 9 00 o

l. Orchard, Ronald XK., The Ghana Assembly, ed., New
York, I.M.C., Friendship Press, 1958, p.204.
2. Ib"id.., p.goq'.
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Conferences of the I.M.C. many leaders began to eval-
uate the programs of the Council in the light of the mis-
sion of God. As one observed the practices of the Coun-
¢cil in achieving their stated goals serious questions
— were raised. One of the greatest stabesmen of Protes-
‘ tantism,l Walter Freytag, said while speaking to the
Ghana Assembly in 1958, "the question is whether our
present pabtterns of carrying out our (the missionary)
task and the conception behind such patterns are the
right expression of the obedience God wants from us
today."?
At The Whitby meeting of the I.M.C. a spirit
of fellowship and harmony was created due to the re-union
of Triends after the long war. In an atmosphere of com-
mon concern the delegates viewed the world and plans
were put forward to re-establish the missionary objective
of the church. The two programs begun were that of ex—
pectant evangelism and that of partnership in obedience.
The delegates left the meeting with an air of enthusiasm,
but within a few years the spirit of the missionary move-
ment was again at a new low which is reflected in the way
many individuals approached Willingen with despair.3

The impressive suggestions had not been implemented.

A EEEENENE W I

1. Occasional Bulletin, Missionary Research Library
Union Seminary, New York, vol.XIT, No. 10, 1961, .p2.
2. Orchard, ope Cite, DPel139.
3. Warren, M.A.C., Missions Under The Cross, ed., Goodall,
Norman, New Yerk, Friendship Press, 1952, p.40.
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This problem of how to implement excellent programs has
been a critical weakness of the Council. Stephen Neill
writing in 1960 reflects this weakness when he says:

"It is a matter of deep regret that Whitby and its re-
ports have never been taken seriously in the Christian
world....it is time churches went back and picked up

the threads that have been dropped.”l Twelve years after
the Whitby meeting Neill recognized the value of the find-
ings of the Council, but he had witnessed a lack of
response to the findings. Hogg states that this problen
of implementation was always a major obstacle to the
Councils when he writes: "among the major obstacles
confronting the I.M.C., 'the great one,' according to
Mobtt, was the failure to take the step between recog-
nizing, understanding, and knowing a duty and doing it."2
Failure to do what they realized needed to be done was

a weakness of the Council.

This problem was not only true after the Whitby
conference but also after the Willingen meeting. The com-
mittee on New Forms of Missions made the following state-
ment at Ghana which reflects the same problem with im-
plementation: "despite Willingen's clear statement of
its new insights and concerns, few new forms of missions

w2

have yet arisen from that stimulus.
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l. Neill, Stephen, Brothers of the Faith, Nashville,
Abingdon Press, 1960, p.l33.

2. Hogg, op. cit., 0367

%3 Orchard, op. cite., D.154.
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as Whitby had stated a theologlcal basis for missions
centering in the cross of Christ, yet this theological
basis and their practical suggestions were not carried
out. The suggestions that were stated were excellent,
vet the Council was unable to imbplement them.

The inability to implementfprograms and to
sneak constructively on missionary matters developed
discouragement among the missionary leaders concerning
the future of missionary work. Hendrick Krgemer reflected
this general mood when he wrote: "It 1s discouraging
that a world wide ecumenical collaboration on this the
crux of the Church's reason for existing has after more
than twelve years (after Whitby) not vet succeeded in
speaking with clear and stirring voice.”l

The fallure to implement programs was a défin-
ite weakness of the Council and must be considered in
a careful evaluation.

4, Over Dependance upon Individuals.

When the history of the I.M.C. is viewed it
becomes apparent that great personalities have always had
a major part in the organizabtion and leadership of the
Council. Without the individual efforts of Mott and
Oldham the Council would never have moved off the ground.
These men dedicabted their lives to the Missionary Council
for they were sold not only on reaching men for Christ,

o &n 6o s e
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but they also believed that the Council could help
achieve this end. Other leaders who were influential in
the Councils development were Pabton, Warnshuis, and
Gibson who to a large extent along with Mott and Old-
ham formed the history of the T.M.C.1 Hen like William
Temple and Kraemer also has a significant place in the
Council's growth in more recent years. No one would doubt
or guestion the leadership of these individuals, but
Brik Nielson in a report at the Ghana assenbly writess
"everything then hinges upon the person concerned and
neither Oldhams or Kraemers are too easily mass-produced.
Sinqe the work of the Council was personality centered
these men were extremely difficult to replace after they
had retired. Any movement that receives its leadership
from a few outstanding individuals has an inherent weak-
ness and problems develop in attempting Tto replace the
leaders. Nielsoh appreciates the work of these great
Christian men but implies that their domination made it
difficult for the Council to function as forcefully as
it did in the days of Mott and Oldham. The fact that the
Council has always been versonality centered is a re-
cognized weakness.
5. The Dependance upon the National Churches.

One of the accomplishments of the I.#.C. as

® & ¢ 6 03000 o0

1. Orchard, ovn. cit., p. 205,
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stated in the preceding section of this chapter was the
recognition and advancement of the younger churches. How-
ever as time passed this very accomplishment proved to be
a direct handicap to the mission of the church. Dr.
Herbert Jackson, the director of the Missionary Re-
search Library at Union Seminary in New York has stated
that he firmly believes That the strong younger church
has limited The amount of missionary activity in many
lands.l At the present time mission boards are forced

to work only within the structure of the Council of
Churches within certain lands and even though the
mission board may see a certain need they can not
operate independently of the ldcal churches. This pro-
blem has déveloped out of the stress laid on giving the
younger churches complete responsibility for their own
worke. Many national councils of churches are working
effectively to communicate the Christisn message, how-
ever many have lost the capacity to communicate the
Christian truth. The delegates from the younger churches
recognized this fact in theilr report at the Willingen
meeting when they said; "we know that in some places

we have lost the Gospel, we have to that extent lost the
initiative."2 A strong national church is necessary
but if the national church is not accomplishing the

Chrigtian mission re-evaluation of policies is in order.

soet s ense

l. Jackson, op. cit., personal interview.
2. Goodall, OPe CiTe, De233.
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The delegates continued their report by saying; 'we .
hesitate to pass judgement, but we feel that The younger
chﬁrches réquire foreign missionaries who go forth to
preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ and not those who sit

1 This frank recognition of

at administration desks."”
need,for,hélp pointé.up a weakness of the I.M.C. when
it gave the nationals.full responsibility for the
miSsion,Worg in their~own lands.
| Waltef Freytag in an address ‘to the Ghana As-
sembly also pécognizes how missionary work and incentive
is often lost through giving too much responsibility to
the national church. Hé says; "another limitation is put
on us by the existenée‘apd the growing self-responsibility
of younger churches. That again means fewer and fewer
missionaries.”® This problem is imbensified for the
missionary because often his incentiée is lost through
a lack of incentive in the jounger churches. Freytag re-
ports the following exampie of the lost incentive of
missionaries working under the local national churchess
‘The loss of direction is largely found among west-
ern missionaries who are serving in or under younger
churches. Because the initiative can not be their own,
there is a wide spread feeling of frustration. In an
- Asian country I found more missionaries who expressed

in confidence this frustration than those wiho had
found théir way. 3
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l. Ibide, D234,
2e Orchard, op. citey, pP.140,
3. Ibid., p.l42.




The weakness which has developed in the I.M.C. as a
result of this problem is that of supporting and en-—
couraging independent action on the part of younger
churches, before they were ready for it. The I.M.C. is
not completely responsible for this problem but through
encouraging the younger churches to accept responsi-
bility it limited the ability of western missionaries
to function freely.

Jackson is so concerned about this particular
problem that in his inaugural address as an Adjunct
Professor of the Senior Faculty of Union Theological
Seminary he made a suggestion which would mean a radical
change 1in present missionary policy. Jackson says;

"T would propdése the restoration of an aggressive in-
dependence of the foreign mission activity, breaking

the current pattern which holds that missionaries must
be completely subservient to the younger churches.“l
His convictions grow out of the fact that when the young-
er churches are left alone he believes "a retraction

in the missionary witness (is produced) that is worse
than tragic, and at a time when there are still areas
that have not heard the Gospel.”2 It would be complete—
1y unfalr to suggest that the I.M.C. is completely

responsible for this problem, yet it hés contributed to

le Occasional Bulletin, ope. cite, Dok
2e¢ Tbide, D4
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it by encouraging a stfonger and more independent church.
This weakness is a deep concern to meny lead-
ers of the ecumenical missionary movement, for the
whole mission of the church is at stake. When the mis-
sion of the church is limited and rendered ineffective
it is time for re—-evaluation and the establishment of
new policies. This weakness must be considered in an
evaluation of the I.W.C.

6. SUMILETYe

The weaknesses of the Council do not stop with
these five specific problems, for many more could be add-
ed to this list. However the overemphasis on institu-
tions, the domination of tThe west, the implementabion of
programs, the  overdependence upon individuals and the
dependence upon the national churches do summarize the
major weakness. in the Council as seen by individuals

who cooperate with the ecumenical movement.

De Conclusion.

The above evaluative mgberial has been present-
ed to give a two sided picture of the way the leaders
of the I.M.C. have viewed the Council. The accomplish-
ments of Tthe Council have been presented and so have its
weaknesses. The reader must keep this material in mind

as he makes any value Jjudgements concerning the Council.
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He must ask himself how valuable are the accomplish-
ments and how significant are the weaknesses? Only as
this is carefully done can a true evaluation be achieved.
This evaluative material came from individuals
who are in sympathy with the ecumenical missionary
movement, while the following chapter will present
evaluative mabterial from sources outside the ecumenical

circle.,
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Chapter IIL

AN BEVALUATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY
COUNCIL FROM CONTEMPORARY ANGENCIES

A. Introduction

In 1956 only 42% of all North American Mis-
sionaries were affiliated with the Nabtional Council
of Churches in America and with the I.M.C. through
their denominations. This points up the striking fact
that 57.5% of all North American missionaries were
functioning outside the framework of ecumenical co-
operation.l This figure is entirely too large to Dbe
taken for granted or ignored by Tthose who want to eval--

uvate honestly the I.WM.C. Chapter three will present

the basic philosophies of these groups that make up the
57 5% with the purpose of highlighting the differences
and the reasons for their lack of cooperation with the
T.M.C. |

Three groups make up bthe majority of the 57.5%.
The missionary arm of the Nationgl Association of Evangel-
icals which is enbtitled the Bvangelical Foreign Mission-

1. Lindell, Harold, An.Appréisalof Angencies not Cooper-
ating with the I.M.€., Grouping, I.R.M. wvol. 47,
1958, p.302.
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ary Association will be presented first. Its history and
philosophy will be stated to demonstrate the differ-
ences between this group and the I.M.C. Next the position
of the Interdenominational Foreign Missionary Associa-
tion and the American Council of Christian Churches will
be indicated. These three groups are very similar, soO

in order not to be repetitious the philosophy of the
N.AE. will be stated in more detail than the other
positions for in general it represents them. These groups
do not make up the entire 57.5% but they are repre-
sentative of the position held by this large percentage

of missionaries.

Bs The Evangelical Foreign Missionary Association.

The E.F.M.A. is the missionary arm of the Na-
tional Association'of Bvangelicals. It was created in
1945 three years after the N.,A.E. had been established.
In order to understand properly the position of the
B.F.M.A. this section of chapter three will give the
historical development of thae N.A.E.

1 Rise of the N.A.E.

In 1905 when the Federal Council of Churches
was established there was much debate, for the organiza-
tion took no strong doctrinal basise. During the develop-

ment of The Federal Council liberal elements became
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dominant. An Evangelical historian has -quoted the liber-
al leader, Harry Emerson Fosdick, as saying in 1926

that, "the liberals are gaining, and if not stopped

now, will soon be in control.":L Gradually tThe TFederal
Council lost its appeal to the evangelical in as much as
the liberals were dominating the Council.

During the late twenties, Dr. J. Blwin Wright,
formed a new movement in New England, which united evan—
gelicals of that area into a fellowship with common
spiritual objectives.2 This fellowship, free of liberal
influence, held conferences for the member churches.

The Fellowship sponsored radio programs, encouraged
Christian schools and became the strong arm of evangel-
ical action. By 1939 groups of evangelicals in the nation
were impressed by the functioning of the New England
Fellowship and questionaries were spread concerning the
possibility of establishing a national association. In
1942 a meeting in St. Louls of representatives from 176
Protestant communions assembled to create what became
known as the N.A.BE. for United Action. It was a thor-
oughly evangelical group brought togethef to work in
furthering the Christian cause. The association purposed
to work in the following fields; evangelism, government

relations, national and local use of radio, public rela-

1. Murch, James Deforeé%, Cooperation without Compromise,
Grand Rapids, Erdmans, 1956, p.4l.
2. Ibid., p.5l.
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i tions, preservation of separation of church and statve,

Christian Education, and the guarantee of freedom for
home and foreign missionary endeavor.

The N.A.H. developed because of The liberal
domination of the Federal Council of Churches. The next
paragraphs will show the development of the E.F.M.A.
from the N.A.E.

2. Rise of the E.F.M.A.

The N.A.E, first established a Foreign Missions
Committée and for years fellowship meetings between
evangelical mission executives were held during the
annual meeting of the N.A.E. The N.A.E. seb up an office
in Washington, D.C. to represent the foreign mission
agencies of its member denominations in relation to the
department of the government. A more permanent and effect-
ive organization appeared to be required, however, and an
autonomous assgoclation was proposed.} Thirty four out of
sixty boards invited sent representatives to the meeting
in 1945 and as a result the convention of the N.A.E.
voted To create a new agency.

The name of the organization was the E.F.MiA.
and it established its own constibution. Their member-
ship in 1951 was " thirty-five boards, but that figure
has grown since then. Membership in this association is
primarily along doctrinal lines. The following

1. Beaver R. Pierce, The llissionary Obligation of the
Church, New York, N.C.C.C., 1952, p.23.
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doctrinal statement adopted by the N.A.E. and accepted
by the E.F.M.A. must be complied with be all who desire
membership in this group.

1. We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the
only infallible, authoritative word of God.

.2+ We believe that there is one God, eternally ex—
istent in three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

%« We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ
in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His mir-
acles, in His vacarious and abtoning death through His
shed blood, in His bodily resurrection, in His as~-
cension to the right hand of the Father, and in His
personal return in power and glory.

4, We believe that for the salvation of lost and
sinful man regeneration by the Holy Spirit is abso-
lutely essentiale.

5. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy
Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled
to live a godly life.

6. We believe in the resurrection of both the saved
and the lost; they that are saved unto the resurrec—
tion of life and they That are lost unto the resur-
rection of damnation.

7+ We believe in Tthe spiritual unity of believers
in our Lord Jesusg Christ. 1

This statement of faith is also accepted by the
I.F.M.A. and the A.M.I.C.C.C. Tthat will be presented
later on in this chapber. If a group could not adhere
to this statement of faith it could not become a part of
the Association. This question of doétrinal agreement is
the focal point in the evaluation of the I.M.C. from the
evangelical point of view. The group can not associate
with any organization which disagrees with its doctrinal
interpretation. The group strongly believes that to accerps
a statement of faith lacking the above beliefs is to
compromise ones' faith.

T & & &0 6e s ae
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3. The I.M.C. and Compromise.

The question of compromise has been the wedge
which has separated the E.F.M.A. from involvement in The
I.M.C. Originally the I.M.C. was accepted by the evan-
gelical because, in the words of Clyde Taylor, the sec—
retary of the N.A.H.:

This International Missionary Council was esta—
blished largely as a non-theological organization
eesslt was set up as a means of promoting coopera-
tion among the missionary agencies and churches
across the world. It was organigzed and composed of
national councils in the various countries where
this activity went on. Our evangelical agencies,
for the most part cooperated. 1

As long as cooperation was on a non-theological
level the evangellcal was able To cooperate, but when
theology was brought in difficulty developed. Tavlor
states that the evangelical agencles cooperated with the
IT.M.C. "except in cases where there was so much theo-
logical liberalism that they did not feel free to do
s0 or where some 0f The national councils on the mission
field wot into theological activities."

James D. Murch in a small pamphlet presenting
the evangelical position presents the view That evangel-
icals were strongly in favor of Mott and his strong mis-
sionary vision. Murch characterizes tThe beginnings of the
Council by saving: '"with almost Pentecostal fervor Edin-
burgh called for 'the evangelism of the world in this
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l. Taylor, Dr. Clyde, A personal letter tTo the author
of this thesis, General Secretary of Tthe N.A.H. January
1963, p.l. (see appendix four for a copy of lebtter)

2. Ibid., p.l.
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generation' through the preaching and teaching of the
- gospel, saving lost souls and building the church of
3 Christ."" This emphasis of the fist meeting at
Bdinburgh was well received by all evangelicals but
as time passed this emphasis changed and in New Delhi,
in an atmosphere of theological compromise, (the I.M.C.)
called for a united 'Chrisftian mission bearing witness
to a profound search for living truth.’2
The evangelicals agreed with the I.M.C. in
its early days, but beginning with the Jerusalem Council
in 1928 gquestions were raised. Murch says: "at Jerusalem
the first significant compromises were made. Non-Christ-
lan religions were recognized as collaborators in a
common battle against evil in the World.”5 The printing
— of the book in 1932 called ReThinking Missions reflected
the trend of compromise, and after the war the evangel-
ical had lost faith in the Council. The evangelicals were
strongly against the findings at Willingen because
While using a cloak of Biblical words it
(the I.M.C.) (1) disowned an authoritative Bible,
(2) made mission~theory God—centered rather than
Christ-centered, (3) saw the Cross as the fulfill-
ment of God's missionary will snd the creation of
immovable realities in the course of world history, (&)
saw the Church as God's instrument in mission and

accepbed the establishment of God's kingdom... a
redeemed society and the mission of the Church. 4
1. Murch, James DeForest, The World Council of Churches,
Wheaton, N.£.E., 1961, p.l7.
2. Ibid_., P.l‘?.
3. Ibide, D.18.
4, Ibide, p.18.




~57-

The E.F.M.A. was not willing to accept the
findings at Willingen for They did not agree with the
theological position of the churches in the I.M.C. The
members of the B.F.M.A. agreed with the spirit and purpose
of the early I.M.C. but its recent‘ventures into theolog-
ical inquiry have not been accepted.

4. Area of conflict between Evangelicals and the I.M.C.

There are two major areas of conflict that have
arisen between the evangelical and the ecumenical move-
ment. The first of these lies in the fact that the I.M.C.
was made the tool or instrument of ecumenically minded
Protestants to Ttry and accomplish two things:l 1) to set
up area or regional conferences that would carry out the
WeCuCeo ideals. "Now in‘making use of the I.M.C. The more
liberal leaders and the leaders from older denominations
did so knowing that evangelicals within their membership
were out of sympathy with this."2 Taylor and his group
feel that the I.M.C. was mis-used and therefore its leaders
purposely promoted schism and division with the denomina-
tions.z) The T.i4.C. was also used to promote united
churches, such as the United Church of South India, the
Church of North India, and that of the Philippines.

‘The same leadership (liberal) was back of this
move. They did this knowing full well that there had
to be inherent in such movements Theological com-
promise and giving up of convictions of the various

1. Teylor, op. cit., letter, p.l.
2. Ibid., P. L.
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bodies that to them were very precious.
o1 The Council leadership called the issues in theological
: compromise non-essentials but the E.F.M.A. strongly
affirmed that these truths as indicabed in their doctrin-
al statement are indispensable to true fellowship.

A second difficulty came when it was proposed
at Willingen that the I.li.C. be brought into the struct-
ure of the W.C.C. The Leaders of the I.M.C. were made
aware that this would create a schiém within Protestant
ranks in many areas, but Thus proceeded to work for it
anyway. The B.F.M.A. felt that to unite the IL.i.C. with
the W.C.C. would be a departure by the Council from its'
original stand of never becoming a theological body. It
felt the W.C.C. to be a theological entity as a result
of its stTatement of faith; and to Jjoin it was to deny
the original purpose of the I.M.C. '"This meant thatb
evangelicals who do not sympathize with the stand or the
constituency, etce., of the W.C.C. have no choice but to
with-draw from the organizationsthat are thus related."2
Taylor summarizes the feelings of tThe E.F.M.A. in relation
to the I.M.C. in the following words: "the main problem
was not with the old I.M.C. It was with that leadership
that wanted to either misuse the I.M.C. for ecumenical

purposes or insisted on taking the I.M.C. into the W.C.C."5

""" 1. Tbid., p. L.
2. Tbid., D. 2.
%. Tbid., P. 2.
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Ce. The interdenominational Foreign Missionary
Association. |

Thel.F.M.A. agrees basically in theory and doc-
trine with the E.F.M.A. The following material will in-
dicate the historical development of the I.F.M.A. and
gstate briefly its relationship to the I.M.C.

l. Rise of the I.F.M.A.

The I.F.M.A. of North America is a fellowship
of missions without denominational affiliation, founded
in 1917 for the purpose of strengthening the cause of the
so~called 'faith missions.' Only four missionary groups
were represented abt the first meeting, but in 1960 the
number belonging to the organization had grown to forty-
two.t Out of the first meeting

grew a unanimous desire to form an association
under whose auspices mission leaders could get to-
gether from time to time for prayer and consulta-
tion and for the mutual exchange of ideas and infor-
mation pertinent to the problems peculiar to faith
missions. 2
Some of the groups involved were the Ching Inland Mission,
African Inland Mission, Central American Mission and the
South African lMission. These groups were independent of
all denominations and vrusted God for their supvort.

The organization grew rapidly until in 1956

its membership represented twenty-five percent of all

o o ¢ o 300 o0

1. Missions Annual-1960, Wew York, L.F.M.4A. 1960,p.48~49,
2. Kane, J. Herbert, Falith Mighty Faith, NVew York,
IT.FM.A., 1956, ©D.8.
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Protegtant missionaries in foreign service. 4s was true
with the H.F.M.A., Tthe I.F.l.A., established a sbtandard
for membership which included a close adherence to a
doctrinal sbatement. The statement of faith is worded
somewhat differently from the statement of the E.F.l.A.
but in spirit and purpose it is the same. No group can
become involved in the work of the I.F.M.A. withoubt sign-
ing their statement of doctrine. For this reason the
I.F.M.A. has not become involved in the ecumenical mis-
sionery endeavore.
2. The Relationship between the I.F.M.A. and the I.M.C.
The I.F.l.A. has never been openly critical of
the I.M.C., but an historical incident referred to in
chapter one under the crisis section, snows how the two
groups developed independently of each other. That
particular section mentioned a critical issue in tﬁe
development of the I.M.C. over the desire of some fund-
amental groups to require a full statement of faith as
theAbasis of membership in the I.l.C. When their re-
commendations were not accepted many of the groups stopped
functioning within the framework of the I.M.C. One.such
group was the China Inland Mission which was one of the
charter members of the I.F.M.A. Since the president of
the I.F.M.A. at the time was also the director of the
China Inland Mission his desire for doctrinal uniformity

kept the I.F.M.A. from becoming involved with the I.M.C. ™
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Vernon Mortenson, the president of the offical
board of the I.F.M.A. said in a letter "it (the I.F.M.A.)
has. tended to go its own way, separate from the I.l.C.
This is largely because of the conviction that true
fellowship in spiritual service must have a theological
basis."l The I.F.M.A. has been very separatistic over
the years which has caused Lindsell to say "that the
faith boards incline toward the practice of exclusivisn
rather than.inclusivism."2 As a result they never were
involved in the workings of the I.M.C.

The I.M.F.A. has a great deal in common with the
E.F.M.A. yet they function separately as organizations.
Both groups agree concerning the integration of the I.M.C
with the W.C.C. for the leaders of the I.M.F.A. uses the
literature of the N.A.E. in order to illustrate their
position on this matter. The groups function separately
due to their contrasting origins and natures, yet they
are one in their general position against compromising

doctrine for the sake of ecumenical cooperation.

De The Associated Mission of the International
Council of Christian Churches.

The section will state briefly the origin and

* e a8 8a00s s

l. Mortenson, Vernon, Personal letter to the author of
this thesis, New Jersey, I.F.Ml.A., January 1963, p.2.
- (See appendix three for a copy of the letter.)

2o Lindsell, ope. cits, p+304,
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philosophy of the Associated Mission of the Inter-
national Council of Christian Churches which is some-
what similar to the movements already presented in this
chapter, but which is also radically different. An ab-
tenpt was made by the author of this thesis to corres—
pond with the American originator of this Council,

Dr. Carl O. McIntire, concerning the relationship of
I.M.Ce and the I.C.C.C., but no reply was received,
therefore the author has used secondary sources to set
forth the position of this group.

le Rise of the I.C.C.C.

The Association of Missions developed around the
work of Dr. Carl O. McIntire of the Bible Presbyterian
Church. McIntire received his theological training
at Princeton Seminary beginning in 1927. He was great-—
1y influenced by J. Gresham Machen, and when Machen with-
drew from Princeton to form the Westminster Seminary
llcIntire went with him. After his ordination McIntire
became active in the stfuggle against a more enlighten—
ed view in the Presbyterian Church in the U.8.4. The
fundamentalistic movement within the denomination speer-
headed by Machen and McIntife lead To the establishment
"of the Independent Board of Presbyterian Foreign Mis—
sionse. The denomination in 1934 took a stand against

the schism that had developed and ordered that this
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independent group stop functioning. Machen's group de-
fied the Presbyterisn Church and as a result McIntire
was put of trial. He was unfrocked by the Presbyterian
Church and started his own denomination called the Or-
thodox Presbyberian Church, which later split over
minor doctrinal matters. |

MecIntire established the American Council of
Christian Churches and became the first president. This
Council was made up of & strict fundamentalistic group
that followed lcIntires policies completely. The Amer—
ican Council gradually saw the need to expand interna-
tionally due to the creation of the W.C.C. so the Inter-
national Council of Churches was ereated. The mission-
ary agency of this organization is called the Associa~
ted Mission of the I.C.C.C.

The doctrinal views of the A.C.C. . are similar
to those of the N.A.H. and the I.7.M.A. yet when it comes
to cooperation they differ greatly. The rise of the
AM.T.C.CeCe 1is therefore due primarily to the work
of one man, Dr. Carl O. McIntire, who has a reputation of
bitterly opposing any group that will not join his
particular movement.

2 Relationship of the A.M.I.C.C.C. to the I.M.C.

The missionary movement that 1s related to the

AdC.C. has bitterly opposed any form of cooperation.

The movement is very critical of the N.C.C. and the



W.C.C. for they believe that to associate with groups
containing a liberal element is to compromise faith and
disobey Gode The movement is openly critical of ecu-
menical cooperation for it believes that the move-
ment is dominated by communists. The critical nabure
of the 4.C.C. even touches the other evangelical
agencies that are mentioned above. The A.C.C. attacks
the N.A.H. because it is compromising with apostacy by
not including the phrase 'inerrant Bible' in its doc-
trinal statement and thus leaving the door opened for
neo-orthodox theologians.l The position taken by the
AJC.C. in relation to the I.M.C. and the ecumenical
movement can be illustrated by its attitude toward
the conservative agencies mentioned above. The fol-
lowing resolution was part of a 1949 A.C.C. statement:
The American Council of the Christian deplores
the fact that such movements as the National As-
sociation of Evangelicals, Youth for Christ, and
Youth for Christ International, International Child
Evangelism Fellowship, and similar groups,along
with a certain section of the Bible institutes,
evangelical Christian colleges and seminaries, etc.,
which have refused to take a clear-cut stand on
scriptural separation from moderism and all other
forms of religiousliberalisme......continue to enjoy

the confidence and support of a segement of Bible-
believing Christians and churches. 2

There 1s absolutely no toleration of views

0 8 0 06 50

1. Roy, Ralph Lord, Apostles of Discord, Boston, Beacon
Press, 1953, p.224.
2e Ibide, Pe225.
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contrary to their owne. This attitude prevails toward
groups close to them doctrinally, but an even greater
antagonism exists toward such groups as the I.M.C., the
N.C.C. and the W.C.C. The issue for the 4.C.C. group is
Biblical separation; unless one separates himself from
people who differ with his interpretation he is compro-
mising truth and could never stand for it. The I.M.C.
from the point of view of both the A.C.C. and the A.M.TI.
C.C.Ce is an instrument of apostacy)and unworthy of

cooperation.

E. Summary and Conclusion.

The N.A.H. and the E.F.M.A. have been shown in
the above materigl to have grown out of the liberal fun~
damentalistic controversy. HEvangelical were very dis—
satisfied with the N.C.C. and in order to have a public
voice began the N.A.E. The N.A.E. recognize the need for
a misslonary agency so a department of missions was es-
tablished as the E.F.M.A. The relgtionship of evangel-
icals to the I.M.C. before the creaftion of the N.A.E.
had been somewhat strained, but tolerable from the
evangelical position. The recent activities of the I.M.C.
have caused it - to be disbtrusted by evangelical leaders.

The I.#.M.A. 1s a group of fundamentalistic
Christian missionary organizations, united on a doectrinal

bagis, for The purvose of mutual fellowship and help in
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solving common problems. The I.¥.M.A. demands doctrinal
uniformity and there fore has always refrained from
cooperating with the I.M.C.

The A.M.I.C.C.C. has been shown as a very
separatistic group that has grown out of the ministry
of McIntire. The group demands strict doctrinal agree—
ment and has separated itself from the I.F.M.A, the
N.A.®. as well as the T.M.C.

The preceding material has indicated these

three evangelical views of the I.li.C. which are related

in principle but contrast due to the origin of +the
movements. The position of the A.C.C. is one of con~
plete isolation and open critipism of the I.lM.C. due
to a strict doctrine bf Biblical separation. The I.F.
MeA. has a more mild view of the L[.}M.C., yet from its
very beginning has functioned separately due to a belief
that true fellowship must have doctrinal uniformity.
The E,F.M.A. has viewed the early developments of the
I.il.C. as a constructive instrumentkof missionary pro-
motion, but in recent davs has been dissabtisfied with
it as é result of a more liberal influence within its
membership. |

The three groups agree ih belleving that fel-
lowship and cooperation demand uniformity, for to de-

emphasize doctrinal unity is to break down the spirit of
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fellowship. Since these three groups represent a major
portion of tThe missionary personnel their evaluation

of the I.li.C. must be weighed by the missionary candidate
in meking an honest evaluagtion of the Council. The
theological issue growing out of the philosophy of

these groups will be set forth in the next chapter.
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CHAPTER IV
THE BEMERGING ISSUES FOR AN EVALUATION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL

A+ Introduction.

The previous material has been presented in
order to point up the issues in an evaluation of the
T.M.C. Chapbter one dealt with the historic framework
of the Council, chapter two dealt with evaluative mabterial
presented by the Council's membership and chapter three
dealt with evaluative material from groups outside the
framework of the Council. This chapter will indicate
issues to be faced for the evaluation of the I.M.C.
which emerge from the first three chapters.

In this study 'issues for evaluation' are used
as proposed criteria for an evaluation of the I.M.C. All
possible issues can not be included in this chaplter due
to the scope of the thesis, so only the most significant
issues will be stated. The issues have been placed with-
in three catagories; historical, theological and prac-
tical. The issues will be stated briefly and questions

will be raised to point up the nature of each issue.
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B. Historical Issuese.

Growing out of the history of the L.M.C. are
several issues which are necessary for an evaluation.
The issues concern the need for a Council, The changes
in the Council and the strengths and weaknesses of the
Council. These issues will be stated briefly in the
following paragraphse.

1. Need for the Council.

A basic issue for the evaluation of the I.M.C.
grows out of considering whether or not there was a valid
need for the Council's creation. The purpose at BEdinburgh,
besides bringing together various groups, was to study
the great missionary problems of that day in order to
make the missionary endeavor successful. Mott wanted to
evangelize the world in a generation, and the conference
met to plan strategy thabt would solve basic problems and
accomplish that end. In evaluating the Council, the evan-
gelistic need of the world, and the Council's ability to
meet That need must be counsidered. Did the world need the
Christian message? Did the missionaries have problems
meeting the needs of the world? Would a Council help
solve problems and assist in accomplishing the goal of
evangelism? Did the Council that was creabted really meet

the need for evangelism?
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These questions must be considered when evalua-
ting the early years of the Council. The Council grew out
of the need for evangelism and the need for cooperation.
In evaluating the Council these needs must be Jjudged
for thelr validity. Was the Council the best way to meet
the missionary needs of that day? Did the Council ac-
complish its intended purpose?

2. Changes in the Council.

A significant issue in evaluating the Council
concerns the changes within the Council during the
vears of its development. One of the problems conservative
leaders have with the Council is its change in recent
years. Originally the Council functioned, as indicated
above, in order to solve problems in missions which
would permit more evangelism in the world. The early
Council leaders saw the Council as a means of promoting
evangellsm. The more recent Council meetings and the
most recent Council leaders have not been as concerned
with evangelism. The more recent Council has studied
a theology for missions, attempted to understand non-
Christian religions and discussed the meaning of the uni-
versal church, but has not beemas concerned with evan-
gelism as were Mott and the early leaders.

In an evaluation this change must be recog-
nized and the reasons for the change considered. Did such

a change take place? Were the leaders of the Council
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in recent years disinterested in evangelism?

The reasons for the change must also be part of
an evaluation. Change in itself is not wrong if the
reasons for the change are valid. Bach person must eval-
uate the reasons before criticizing the changes that took
place. Some of the possible reasons for change are: 1)
The economic depression of the thirties and the inter-
natienal social problems which this created. 2) The rise
of the nationalistic spirit within Tthe governments of
other nations and the effect this spirit had on the
national churches. As the national churches grew they
assumed responsibility for their own work; in 1910 there
was no national orgsenized councils of churches in mission
lands and the missionary work depended entirely on the
western churches. %) The rise of philosophies with well
worked out systems such as Communism and Nazism. In or-
der to meet the challenge of these philosophies revisions
were made. The gospel was refined to wmeet more special-
ized needs. 4) The Second World War changed the opti-
mism of the twenties concerning evangelism. 5) The growth
of an inbternational ecumenical church made the function
of the I.M.C. considerably different. These reasons con-~
Tributed to changes in the Council and must be
part of an evaluation which considers the issue of change.

Were the changes really necessary? Should the ab-
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titudes toward the world in 1910 and the world of
1960 be the same? Is change in itself wrong? Do the
rea@sons for change justify the reforms that were made?
Has evangelism of the world been discarded or refined

during the last ten years of the Council's existence?

%. Strengths and Weaknesses of the Council.

The question of strengths and weaknesses ig

relative, for what one person considers to be a strength
may be for another person a weakness. Never-the-less
when considering the I.M.C. from an historical view
point the issues concerning its strength and weakness
over the years muet be included in an eﬁaluation. The
material in chapter two of this thesis has stated

both the accomplishments and the failures of the Council
as judged by its own membership. This maberial must be
carefully studied for its true significance. The follow-
ing questions point up the issue involved: How signi-
ficant are these accomplishments? Are these assets
accepted by groups outside the ecumenical framework?

If not, why not? What are the weaknesses of the Council?
How significant are they? Do the weaknesses, mistakes

or failures of the Council invalidate its accomplish-

ments?



Ce Theological Issues.

Differences in theological interpretation have
caused reformation and conflict within the Christian
. community since the church began. In the development
of the I.lM.C. theological interpretation has been an
“““ issue causing tension. The following paragraphs will
state two theological issues, one concerning the basis
of cooperation and the other concerning the nature of
the churchs; both should be considered in an evaluation
of the I.M.C.
l. Cooperation and Compromise.

In 1922 a group of coneservative Christians felt
that a doctrinal statement must be included in the organ-
izing principles of the I.M.C. This position was voted
down at the time because the Council's leaders wanted
to avoid doctrinal debate and controversy. Groups such
as the I.F.M.A. could not cooperate with the I.M.C. be-
cause to do so would mean a compromise of basic con-
victions. The I.F.i.A. could not cooperate with men
who held a different theological interpretation from
their own. This philosophy vrevails todey in most con-
servative groups, especially in the I.C.C. Under the
conviction that scripture teaches separation from all
who are not doctrinally sound, the I.C.C. separates it-
self from liberal groups such as the I.l.C. and even

many conservative groups.
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Theological differences with the membership
of the I.M.C. led to the creation of tThe missionary
arm of the N.A.E. which is the Evangelical Foreign
Missionary Association. This group has a strong doctrin-
al basis also, and demands adherence to its' - gstate-
ment of faith for membership. The group is not willing
to cooperate with individuals who differ with it
theologically and therefore graduvally over the last
decade it has separated itself from the I.M.C. because
of its liberal influence. AL first the N.A.f. cooperated
where they were able, but the liberal influence drove
them away. The members of the E.F.M.A. believe that
separation is a Biblical principle and that doctrinal
agreement is a necessity.

The issue growing out of The conservative posgi-
tion is whether they are correct in demanding doctrinal
uniformity. Was the I.M.C. wrong in omitting doctrine .
from its basis for fellowship? Would it have been able
to accomplish its purpose if doctrinal uniformity had
been demanded? Does the scripbture demand doctrinal
agreement for fellowship? Is doctrinal separation a truly
Biblical concept? Could the conservative Christian work
within the framework of the i.ﬁ.C. without sacrificing
convictions? Is the I.M.C. completely liberal? Is the
ecumenical movement completely liberal? Can Christian

doctrine be limited to only one explicit verbal state-
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ment of doctrine? How does intervretation of doctrine
and scripture effect a doctrinal statement? How do
doctrinal uniformity and freedom of the spirit work
together?

The counservabive position wants doctrinal
agreement where as the leadership of the I.M.C. has never
sought for agreement and in fact has purposely avoided
any attempt to agree doctrinally. The I.M.C. has been
created to permit difference of opinion, and has pur-
posely avoided doctrinal problem where ever it was pos—
sible. ‘The conservative position rejects this attitude
of the IT.M.C. on Biblical grounds. The issue concerns
cocoveration and what one believes is essential for
cooperation. The T.li.C. has minimized doctrinal uniform-
ity and the comservative groups have felt it necessary.
This issue must be faced before the missionary
candidate can work Within the framework of ecumenical
or gonservative migssions.

2. The Nature of the Church.

The theological issue concerning cooperation
mentioned above gives rise to still another theological
issue concerning the nature of the church. The I.M.C. has
stressed over the years the universality of The church
and has élearly recognized churches in mission lands as

part of the Church of Christ. The I.M.C. has supported
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the movement toward the ecumenical church, although
opposed by the conservative groups. The Council freely
accepts all Christian denominations as part of the body
of Christ and has attempted to encourage free cooperation
and unity between groups. The Council's membership be-
lieve that the church belongs to Christ and ultimately
only he knows who is a member. The Council has accepted
all groups that confess Christ, as Savior, as part of the
church, without giving them a doctrinal test.

The conservative groups however are not so in-
clined for their concept of the church concerns the
spiritual body of Christ. These groups might recognize
individuals in denominations as part of the body of Christ,
but they would be unwilling to generalize on this and
accept an entire denomination as representing the church.
They do not, as a whole, accept The more liberal group
as being a working part of the body of Christ. The most
reliable sign of true faith and of valid church member—
ship is a public consenting to orthodox creedal state-
ments which have become the basis for membership in
conservative agencies of missions. Only in this way
can heresy be avoided.

Due to the conservative attitude toward the
church they were disappointed when the I.M.C. became in-
volved in the W.C.C. for this made the I.M.C., which was

a non=theological body, part of a group that had a very
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general concept of the body of Christ. At the heart of
the conservative disappointment is the issue concerning
the true nature of the church. In evaluating the I.M.C.
one's concept of the nature of the church and membership
in that church is clearly a significant issue. for if
one accepts a more general concept of the church, and
accepts diversity in doctrinal interpretation as part
of the churches external nature he will be more in
sympathy with the I.M.C. and ecumenical missions. On
the other hand if one takes the consefvative view of
the church based only on a certain interpretation of
doctrine the I.M.C. and ecumenical missions will be
Judged critically. This issue of the nature of the

church Therefore is very serious.

D. Practical Issues.

Another area of issues, concerns the policies
of the Council. The following practical issues concern
evangelism, institutionalism, and integration of the
Council into the World Council of Churches. These are
issues which have caused conservative criticism of
the Council. Other practical issues concerning the
general organization of the Council, the financing

of the program, the red tape of administatbtion, the
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implementation of programs and the western domination
of the Council could be included; but due to +the
limits of this thesis they have not been discussed
in this chapter. They should be kept in mind however
when a detailed evaluation of the Council is made.

1. Linmitation of Evangelistic Missions.

Has the I.M.C. been responsible for limiting
evangelistic work by de-emphasizing the missionary
vision of Mott? Many of the Councils members and groups
outside the Council would answer this question with the
affirmative. By encouraging the independent activity
of the national churches the Council has limited tThe
ability of the western missionaries in their endeavor
to evangelize nationss This criticism comes from with—
in and without the Council and is a definite issue in
an‘evaluation. To what degree hés evangelism been limit-
ed? Must evangelism only be done by western missionaries?
Has the I.M.C. admitted this as a weakness? Has an at-
tempt been made to change this problem? Is the I.M.C.
as a part of the W.C.C. better able to assist in the
program of evangelism? As this issue is considered these
gquestions should be answered.

2. Institutionalization of iissions.

Closely related to the issue of limiting evan—

gelistic work is the secularization of institutional

missions. loney has been poured into education and
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‘medical missions, which are now, due 0 government

support and lack of personnel no longer primarily
Chrisgbian institubtions. The purpose of insbtitutbtions
hisborically has been as a means to the end of reaching
men spirituslly with the Chrigtian message. In many areas
this purpose has shifted so that very little'concern is
taken to reach students or patients for Christ. If this
is true, and in many cases it is frankly admitted by
ecumenical leaders, then This becomes a crucial issue
in an evaluation of the I.M.C.for the Council helvped
foster this trend. What is the purpose of institutions?
Is that purpose being violated? What are the reasons for
the changes in institutional missions? Was the I.M.C.
directly responsible for the change? These questions
help point up the issue of institutiohs, and should be
answered as the Council is evaluated.
5. Integration into the W.C.C. |

The introduction of the I.M.C.inbo the W.C.C.
is a very practical issue which has caused the very
conservative groups loose faith in the I.M.C. This in-
tegration grew out of the belief that the Council had
served its intended purpose. There was a great deal of
overlapping between the I.M.C. and the W.C.C. g0 in
order to economize and function more efficiently the
integration took place. As wes mentioned sbove many

groups were against this integration for the W.C.C. was
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a church organization. In evaluating the I.M.C. the
whole question of integration is an issue which should
be thoroughly studied. It should be presented as a
separate topic for there are valid reasons for and
against the integration. Did the I.M.C. lose its real
value as an independent agenoy? Has integrabtion voided
the historical accomplishments of the Council? Why was
integration opposed? Can the missionary candidate
cooperate with the W.C.C. and still not sacrifice his
Christian convictions? The fact of this integration
must be clearly seen as a significant issue in evaluating

the Council.

e Summary and Conclusion.

This chapter has stated the issues which emerge
from the study of Tthe Council in the first three chapters
of This Tthesis. The issues have fallen into three basgic
catagories; historical, btheological and practical. The
historical issues concern the need for a Council, tThe
changing character of the Council and the strengths and
weaknesses. of the Council. The theological issues deal
with the basis for cooperation and the nature of the church.
Ihe practical issues concern the limiting of evangelism,
the institutionalization of missions and the integration

of the I.M.C. into the W.C.C. Hach of these three cata-
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gories must be considered separately and then collectively
as the I.M.C. is evaluated. None of the issues can be
omitted if an adequate evaluation is Tto take place.

These issues are inadeguate in some respects,
but they do cover the most significant aspects of the
Council which should be considered by the missionary.
candidate. In evaluating the Council the most compre—
hensive issue concerns God's place in creating and using
the Council. Whalt has been God's place in the development
of the I.M.C.? The answer to this question is truly a very

significant issue for the evaluation of the I.M.C,
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Summary and Conclusion

A. The Problem Resbated.

One of the problems facing the missionary
candidate as he faces missionary service in the world is
whether or not to cooperate with Tthe ecumenical missions,
or to cooperate with faith missions. Since the IL.M.C. is
partially responsible for the present missionary
situation, this study of the basic issues raised for an
evaluation of the I.M.C., has been presented to help the
candidate understahd the development of the present
ecumenical missionasry movement. As a candidate understands
the T.M.C. and what is necessary for an evaluabion of it,
he will be aided in solving the problem of whether or not

to cooperate within the framework of ecumenical missions.

Be The Procedure Summarized.

The ecumenical missionary situation today is
the direct result of the growth and development of the
T.li.C. The Council had its roots back in.the 19th cen-
tury and through the ambitious work of men like liott
and Oldham it has grown continuously in the 20th century.

The material in this thesis has indicated some of the de-—

~8l—
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tails of the development of the Council, has pre-

sented evaluative material from within the Council's
membership, and evaluative material from contemporary
groups that refuse to cooperate with the Council. This
material has been presented in order to determine the
basic issues that are necessary for an evaluation of the
I.M.Ce. These issues are summarized in chapter four of
the theéis in three catagories; historical, theological
and practical. The thesis has not attempted to make

a value judgemen®t concerning the success or failure

of the Council but has presented material which should
help the reader to make such an evaluation. The +thesis
has raised the issues for an evaluation of the I.M.C. It
has not attempted to indicate an actual evaluation of

the Council.
C. Conclusion

As a result of this study the writer has come to
the following general conclusions concerning tThe issues
that have been raised. 1) All the issues must be studied
before a Jjudgement is made. It would be improper to con-
sider only a theological issue and base one's judgement
entirely upon it. All the issues historical, theological
and practical must be counsidered before a judgement
can be formed. 2) Second-~-hand sources should not be the

only basis for Jjudging the Council. The individual
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evaluating the Council should take time to read the
Council's minutes and reports first hand rather than

only accepting the opinions of church leaders. 3) As

one evaluabtes the Council he must consider the alternatives

to working within the ecumenical missionary movement.

The candidate may not be sabtisfied with all he finds

in the ecumenical movement, but he must determine where
he can be most satisfied. It must be recognized that no
group is perfect, all groups will have faults, therefore
the ecumenical missions and the conservative missions
must be seen both as partially inadequate. The question
is which is most adequate foraccomplishing God's will

in the world. 4y Bcumenical missions can only be under-
stood when the development of The I.kM.C. is clearly seen.
The ecumenical movement must be understood in the context
of its historical settinge.

The T.lM.Ce. has existed for fifty years, and as
it is evaluated the whole qguestion of spiritual origin
nust be considered. Was the Council an instrument used
by God to further the cause of missions? Has God been
at work in the vast and most recent Council? Has there
always been a spiritual motivation in the Council? As
the material growing out of each Council meeting is read
the answer to these questions, will depend on the evalu-
ator's intepretation of the facts. Zach person must inter-

pret the motivation of the Ilmders of the I.M.C.,
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and make his decision for or against cooperation with
the ecumenical movement, as he is led by the Spirit

of God.

D. Inpression of the Author.

The autnor's previous knowledge of the I.M.C.
was colored by a very conservative approach to the
ecumenical movement. Therefore the Council was approached
skeptically, due to the author's background. As a result
of the study the author was impressed by the following
aspects of the I.M.C.

1. The spiritual objectives of its lmders, including
those of the last ten years, who are considered liberals
by many groups.

2. The thoroughness of discussion on a wide variety of
topics pertinent to missions. |

%+ The freedom- of disagreement.

4. The preceptive ability of the Council's membership

to recognize and see mistakes. They have seen weaknesses
in the Council, admitted them,and have tried to 4o some-
thing about them.

5. The strengths of fhe Counclil were seen for The first
time from a non-bias perspective.

The aubthor gained a much greaster understanding

of the meaning of missions as a result of the study.
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As a missionary eandidate the study of the I.M.C. has
given the author of this Thesis new insights into the
nature of ecumenical missions and the nature of faith
missions. The author believes that all candidates for
missions must consider the issues for an evsaluation of
the I.M.C. before he judges either ecumenical or faith
missions. The author understands and appreciates the
T.M«Ce 1in a much greater way as a result of studying firs
hand the basic issues necessary in evaluating it.

The author hopes that a fubure researcher will
carry on further study in applying the data gathered in
a detalled analysis of the I.M.C. in order to make a

careful and needed evsluabion of the movementhe.
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OF THE INTERNATTIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL.

THE FUNCTIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAT, MISSIONARY
COUNCIL AS STATED IN THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION.
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Appendix one

The preamble to the original constitution of

the International Missionary Council.

The Council is established on the basis that the
the only bodies entitled to determine missionary policy
are the churches and the missionary societies and boards,
representing the churches.

It is recognized that the successful working of
the International Missionary Council is entirely depend-
ent on the gift from God of the spirit of fellowship,
mutual understanding, and desire to co-operate.

The functions of the Inferngtional Missionary
Council as stated in the original constitution.

l. To stimulate thinking and investigation on mis-
sionary questions, to enlist in the solution of these
questions the best knowledge and experience to be found
in all countries, and to make the results avallable for
all missionary societies and missions.

2. Tohelp to co-ordinate the activities of the na-
tional missionary organizations of the different countries
and of the societies they represent, and to bring about
united action where necessary in missionary matters.

3+ Through common consultation to help unite
Christian public opinion in support of freedom of cons-
cience and religion and of missionary libertye.

4, To help unite the Christian forces of the
world in seeking Jjustice in international and inbter-
racial relations.

5e¢ To be respounsible for the publication of the
International Review of Missions and such other publica-
tions as in the Jjudgement of the Council may contribute
to the study of missionary questionse.

6. To call a world missionary conference if and
when this should be deemed desirable.
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APPENDIX TWO
SAMPTE OF LETTER SENT TO THE FOLLOWING:

ls. Rev. J. Percy, General Secretary, IL.F.M.A.
2. Dre. Clyde Taylor, General Secrebary, N.A.H.

%¢ Dre. Carl O. McIntire, Originator, A.C.C.
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Appendix two

Sample letter.

Reve Je0esPercy

General Secretary

Interdenominational Foreign Mission Assocliation
308 We 105th Street

New York 25, N.Y.

Dear Rev. Percy,

I am a Senior at the Biblical Seminary in New
York andam writing a thesis on the subject: 'The
Basic Issues in an BEvaluation of the Internation-
al Missionary Council'. In the second chapbter of
the thesis I am including a section dealing with
criticisms of the Council from contemporary
agenciese

My purpose for writing is to request the reasons why
the Interdenominational Foréign Mission Association
has taken a critical view of the International
Missionary Council. I would also appreciate a 1list
of sources which explain the philosophy and

the character of the Interdenominational Foreign
lissionary Association as it differs from the In-
ternational Missionary Council. If materials are
available I would appreciate receliving them.

Thank youe.
Sincerely in Christ,

Orrin T. Hardgrove.
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Appendix Three:

Copy of a letter received from the president of the
Offical Board of the Interdenomimational Foreign
iission Association.

January 18, 1963

Dear Mre. Hardgrove:

Your letter of January 9 asks for an explanation of
the philosophy and character of the I.F.M.A. It may
be a bit difficult to answer satisfactorily within

the limits of one letter, but I shall try to be of

some helpe.

The I.F.M.A. was organized in 1917 as a fellowship

of missions which are not denomingtionally related.

These migsions are also known as faith missionse. The
fellowship is based not only on common interests, but also
on similarity of doctrinal interpretation. All of

these missions are conservative-evangelical in théir
theological orientation.

The I.F.M.A. missions believe uniformly that the

Lord has made very clear that it is His will that

the gospel be preached to every creature and to the
uttermost part, and their concern is to be obedient

to that command. They believe also that the establishing
of the church of Jesus Christ is to be the goal of its
work, and therefore their ministry is directed toward
the objective of raising up indigenous churches which,
in turn, can be channels for the Spirit of God to

use in evangelization of the nations.

You mention that the I.F.M.A. has taken a eritical view
of The I.M.C+ since its creation. I do not know

whether your reference is to the creation of the

I.F.ll.A or o the I.M.C., but it is my impression that
I.P.M.A. has not been particularly vocal im its criticism.
It has tended to go its own way, separate from the

I.M.C. This 1is largely because of the conviction that

true fellowship in spiritual service must have a
theological basise.
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Appendix three continued:

There has been universal disappointment in I.F.M.A
missions that the I.M.C. has gone into the World
Council of Churches. A Booklet published by the
National Association of Evangelicals deals with

that question, and I believe that the reasons setb
forth by that organization for its attitude toward the
I.M.C are similar to those which characterize the
attitude of I.F.M.A. missionse.

I trust that this informstion will be of some help
to youe.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Vernon Mortenson,
Presidnet.

P. Be T am arranging to send the booklet by separate
COVeTe VUM
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Appendix Four

Copy of a letbter received from the secretary of the

National Association of EBvangelicals.

»»»»»»

January 9,1963%

Dear lMr. Hardgrove:

I have talked your letter over with my associabte here in
the area of foreign missions and I think we could sum-
marize it in this way. In the first place, the I.M.C. 1is
now history. It has been absorbed into the W.C.C. and
this, of course completely changes the picture. 5o may
I summarize the past in this way.

1) This I.M.C. was established largely as a non~theolo-
gical orgenization. In other words, it didn't have a
statement of faith or creed but was sel up as a means of
promoting cooveration among missionary agencies and
churches across Tthe world. It was organized and composed
of national councils in the various countries where this
activity went on. Our evangelical agencies, for the most
part, cooperated with these except in cases where tThere
was so much theological liberalism that they did not feel
free to do so or where some of the national councils on
the mission field got into Ttheological activities. This
happened in India and almost blew up the National Christ-
ian Council of India.

2) However, in recent years two main problems and areas of
conflict have arisen between evangelicals, that is con-
servative Christians, and Tthe ecumenical movement. The
first is that the I.l.C. was made the tool or instrument
of ecumenically minded Protestants to try to accomplish
two things: 1) To set up area or regional conferences
that would carry out the World Council ideals even as
the I.M.C. was the main tool used to establish the W.C.C.
Now in making use of the I.M.C. the more liberal leaders
and leaders from the older denominations did so knowing
that the evangelicals within their membership were out
of sympathy with this. Hence, they with full knowledge

began to promote a schism or a division. 2) to promote
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Appendix four continued:

united churches, such as Tthe United Church of South
India and the Church of North India, of the Philippines,
etc. The same leadership was back of this move. They
did this knowing full well that there had To be inher—
ent in such movements theological compromise and the
giving vp of convictilons of the various bodies that o
them were very precious. And even though these mayv be
called non-essentials, etce. it was felt that there could
be cooperation and fellowship without this type of theo-
logical compromise. This also may be laid at the door

of leadership within the I.M.C.

3) The next big area of difficulty came when it was pro-—
posed, I believe first up in Canada &t the meeting of
the I.1.C. there (and if I remember correctly, the orig-—
inal proponent was Dr. Mackay, then president of Prince-
ton Theological Seminary) that the best way to bring a
missionary emphasis and a missions embhasis into the
W.C.C. was Lo have a merger of the I.M.C. and the W.C.C.
immediately. The I.H.C. leaders were made aware that
this would be tThe creating of a schism within the Pro-
testant ranks in many areas. It also meant that they
would be departing from their original stand and so they
would be come a devisive movement by taking the I.H.C.,
a non-theological body into the W.C.C. which to all in-
tents and purposes is a theological entity in that it has
a brief gtatement of faith. There was considerable re-
sistance to this although this was not fully evidenced
by voving in Ghana. Now of course, it is history.

The T.4M.C. has been absorbed. It has become a committee
of the W.C.C. This meant that evangelicals who do not
sympathigze with the stand or constituency , etc. of

the W.C.C. have no choice but to withdraw from organiza—
tions that are thus related.

30 actually, however, the main problem was not with the
old T.i.C. It was with that leadership that wanted to
either misuse the I.M.C. for ecumenical purposes or in-—
sisted on taking the I.M.C. into the W.C.C.

Now in years gone by this has been written up in numerous

articles but we are under pressure here abt the office

and we do not have time to take this research up at

the present time and dig these  articles for you.
Cordially yours in Christ,

Clyde W, Taylor
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