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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

A. Justification for Study

There are to be found in the records of the lives
and minlistries of the early Church PFathers so many gra-
cious benefits to peaterity that we impoverish ourselves
unless we, as minlsters, utilize the spiritual legacles
to which we have fallen heir.

Not least among these treasures of Christian church
history are the contributions of that illustrious preach-
er and churchman of the fourth century,l John Chrysostom,

of whom Farrar says:

"Chryaostom is one of the most splendid and interest-
ing figures in the early history of the Church.....
He combines so many brilliant glfts that he stands
almost supreme among the 'Doctores Ecclesise! as an
orator, ag an exegete, as a moral reformer, and as
a saint."2

But Farrar is not alone in the high sppralsal of
this Greek Father and Preacher. He is confirmed in his
estimation of Chrysostom by other equally glowing trib-

I N E R RN R NN RN NN EREN N

1. Dargan, E.C., "A History of Preaching", Vol. I, p. 62.
{Note: Dargan points out that in this cen-
tury "lived and spoke the greatest preach-~
ers of the ancient Christian world." It
was the period when "Christian preaching
in its ancient development reached its
culmination.")

2. Farrar, F.W., "Lives of the Fathers", Vol. 2, p. 461.
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utes from scholars both anclent and modern. One of his
contemporaries writes of him:

"By living a divine life he imparted zeal from his
own virtues to his hearers

and from Schaff we read of'him:

"John, to whom an admiring posterity since the sev-
enth century has given the name 'Chrysostom the
golden-mouthed!, is the greatest expositor and

preacher of the Greek Church, and still enjoys the
highest honor in the whole Christian World. No
one of the Oriental Fathers has left a more spot-
less reputation, no one is so much read and so of-
ten quoted by modern commentators.”s

And finally, one of his best biographsrs,calla
Chrysostom the "great teacher of consummate holiness"d
whose genlusg was sacréd eloquence, and whose mission
was to inflame the whole heart with a fervent love of
God.

These laudable statementz on the merits of Chrysos-
tom, together with the appeal of hls own personal writ-
ings, prompted the writer to make the following investi-
gation which has proved fruitful in revealing the perma-
nent spiritusl values to be derived from this eminent
Christian prescher. In the purity and practical whole-
someness of his doctrines, in the loftiness of his moral

standard, in the excellence of his sacred oratory, and
AP O PO O L EBREELESORGO RSO RS

1. Sozomen, "Ecclesiastical History", “Hicene and Post-
Nicene Fathers", Bk. 8, Chapter 2, p. 399.

2. Schaff, Philip, "History of the Christian Church",
Vol. IIXI, pe. 933,

3. Stephens, W.Réié,f“Lifa and Times of Ghrysostom“
pPe .
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in the prominent position which he held in his own gen-
eration, we find the characteristics which enter into
the success and divine approval of the ministry in every

8EC .,

B. Statement of Problem

A formal statement of our problem resolves itself
into the question: What are the fundamental elements
in the life training and ministry of 8t. Chrysostom
which have relevant value to Christian preaching?#

Therefore, in our treatment of this subject, we |
propose to search out and set ferth the chief elements
of the spiritual legacy which Chrysostom handed down to

posterity.

C. Delimitation of Subject

Due to the wide scope of Chrysostom's contributiones
in various fields, it has been necessary to delimit our
research to a study of his contributlons with respect to

LAE IR IR BN R BN BN BN 2 BN O 2R B N IR N N B IO I ]

# For a definition of Christian preaching we accept
Chrysostom's statement on the subject as a function
"to change the deliberate will, to alter the turn of
mind, and to tear up error by the roots and to plant
the truth in its place'". (Homily 3 on First Corinthi-
ans, "Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers", Vol. 12, p. 13)
We supplement thls statement with Phillips Brooks!
definitlon of Christian preaching, which says:
"Preaching is the bringing of (Gospel) truth through
personality.? ("Lectures on Preaching", p. 5)
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presching: We have endeavored to include any relative
material which has proved a determining factor in the
development of Chrysostom as a pre¥minent preacher of
the Gospel. These details of his life and ministry
were directly influential in his own ministry and en-
riched it to supceeding generations. Hence, a suffi-
clent account of his life is related to show how he was
providentially prepared for this high calling; and also
to reveal how richly he invested it in the aﬁﬁancemﬁnt
of God’s kingdom.

The chief source material used in this thesis is
taken from homilies, commentaries, and treatlses as
translatéd in the first gseries of the "Nicene and Post-
‘Hicens PFathers", Volumes IX-XIV. These original writ-
ings have been supplemented by resesrch into the his-
tories of Socrates, Sozomen, Theodoret and Miim&ﬁ, and
into the blographles of Palladius, Stephens, Neander,
Bush, and Farrar. Other references arve found in the

bibliography appended at the end of this thesis.
D. Method of Procedure

our pian of procedure in this study will follow
that of Chrysostom's own historicsl and exegetical
method of approach. Consequently, we shall give atten-
tion to his heritage and early training in the light of
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their influence on Chrysostom's future ministry. We
shall also show their relation to his permanent con-
tributions to Christian preaching. The preparation
and qualifications for the order of preaching are next
reviewed and explained in connection with Chrysostom's
providentisl ealling, and with thsir relevant sugges-
tions to posterity. Then follow fowr chepters relat-
ing the events, end appraising the values, of Chrysos-
tom's ministry which prove his eontribution to preach-
ing as an Orator, as an Exegete and Theologlan, as a
Prophet, and as g Ruler and Reformar; The final chap-
ter will inelude a sumeary snd apprecistion of the
permanent contributions which make up the spiritual
legacy of Chrysostom to the ministry of Preaching.



CHAPTER II
THE HERTITAGE AND EARLY TRAINING OF
CHRYSOSTOM IN RELATION TO HIS CON-
TRIBUTION TO CHRISTIAN PREACHING
A. Home Environment.
B. Education.

G. Summary.




‘ CHAPTER EI
THE HERITAGE AND EARLX’TRAI&IKG OF GHRYBQSTOH IN
RELATION TO0 HIS CONTRIBUTION TO CHRISTIAN PREACHING
A. Home Environment

1, Birthplace

In the eity of Antloch, where the followers of
Jesus were first called Christians, God raised up a
preacher so rich in grace and‘alequenee<that poster-
ity has called him Seint Chrysostom. He was given
the name John at birth, and by his perseverance in
fgodiinesa‘he gained the title of Eéint, and beceuse
of his preeminent preaching of the Gospel he is re-
membered as the "golden-mouthed".:l | |

Antioch, situated upon the river Orontes, was
the metropolis of the East&ﬁn Diocese and the capitol
of Syria. 1Its atmosphere and traditional glory must
have exercised a considersble influence in the back-

ground of Chrysostom's susceptible disposition and.

B eV OV E VD LAEL IS S QU DHOO NS

1. Proclus, "Patrologia Cursus Completus”, oratio 20,
, Paragraph B, p. 830,
(Rote: Parrar, F.W., op. clt., Vol. II, p. 461)
{(# The name Chrysostom was first used by
Joannes Moschus sbout 630 A.D.)
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training. It stood highest among the ecities of the
East, until overshadowed by the rising fame of Con-
stantinople. It was, in the words of Chrysostom,
"the head snd mother of all that lie towards the
Eastas.....This ciby hath been the tabernacle of the
Apastles".l | |

This luxurious cosmopolitan center was in fact
an oi‘ientafl ;Reme, possessing alike the advantages
and the disadvantages of the world's capltol. In
the vast throng of people that flocked there from
every quarter of the earth, in its exaggerated re-
finement and eivilizatlon that bordered on softness
and effaminaey; in the 1mry, extravagance, and
sensuality which followed 1In the train of its wealth
1t rivaled the western Imperial City. |

The population of the eclty gmounted to sbout two

hundred thousand souls, of which half were nominally
Christian. The city was supplied with good eéhoels
and several churches; the greatest of the latter, in
which Chrysostom preached, was erec#ed b'y the order
of Constantine. Megnificent parks, baths, and
theatres attracted ‘t»his pleasurei-loving pecple to re-
sort to idle dissipation after theilr hours of greedy

A N E RN ENENENEENERNERERERNSEREMN:

1. Chrysostom; Homlly 3, "On the Statues™, "Nlcene
and Post~Nicene Fathers", Vol. 9, p. 355
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pursult for gain. The tender years of Chrysostom were

impressed with a civic pride for his native city, but
ag a preacher of \mml righteouasness he condemned its
profligacy saying: .

"Great is the tyranny of Mammon. We have been ran-
somed by Christ, and are the slaves of gold.cecse
Every day is blasphemed through us, through
our plunderings, through our covetousness."l
Such was the home environment wliieh favored Chrys-

estom'ra future by its eventful contribution to his
birth and training. It produced in him keen insight,
broad sympathies, end deep conviections in regard to
the winning and welfare of his native people over

which he later became the c¢hief sp&pit&al ’sheph,erd,‘
2. Parentage

 John, the name by which alone he is known among
his cﬂmtempqraries and his early blographers, was
born of distinguished parents about the year 347 A.D.2
His father, Secundus, was a general of high rank in
the imperial army of Syrias and was killed when John

was an infant. Hence, whether he was a Christian or

st;aqv'ritnat##nt}taoaﬂﬂa

1. Chrysostom, Homily 7%, John, "Nicene and Post~
Nieene Fathers", Vol. 14, pp. 280-281.

2. Schaff, Phillp, "Prolegomens', Nicene and Post-
Nicene Pathers"”, Vol. 9, p. 5.
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not, he had no direct inflﬁaneé en‘tha‘tﬁaining,bf
his som.t | B
Anthusa, the mother, was a rare Christiaen of no-
ble breeding and exemplary life. Left = widow at the
tendsr age of twenty, she faithfully assumed the
grave respansib&lit# of briﬁging up her two children
in one of the most turinlent and dissolute ecaplitols
of the Eastern Empire. In spite of the many proffers
of second marriage, Anthusa chose to regulabte the af-
fairs of her household alone, and to attend to the
management of her modest estate in the midst of the
calumnies and temptations which agsalled so young and

beautiful & widow in the profligete city of Antioch.2
3. Christian Nurture

Anthusa gave herself unstintingly to the Chris-
tian murture of her promising som, snd early planted
in his soul the germs of ﬁiety which afterwerds Eare
the richest frults for himself and for the Church.
Chrysostom reveals in his treatise on the‘Pfieathaod

[ I R R R R EE T R R NE R NN S

1. Palladius, "The Dilalogue Concerning the Life of 3t.
John Chrysostom"™ (Translation by Herbert
2. Stephens, W.R.W., op. eit., p. 9ff.
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how she invoked divine grace to help in his training, and
how she spared not of her patrimony to afford him a
respectable position in life.l Beecause of this she
has been classed with Nonna and Monica, among the most
plous mothers of the fourth century, who prove the el-
evating influence of Christianity in the perseverance
of the sanectity of domestic tralning. It was the
fidelity of Anthuss to her husband and her devotion bo
Christian duty by her son which caused the noted Greek
sophist to exclaim: "Heavens! what women there are
amongst the Christians,"2 who would bind themselves to
a life of widowed celibacy at the age of twenty, con-
forming to the high moral standard of self-sacrifice
and virtue in order to direct, in the paths of re-
ligious belief, the hearts and minds of their sons and
daughters. The pagans,eaﬁid not help fearing for the
prospects of the old falth, when they perceived in such
women as these the power whilch tha‘new faith could
exert over its professors.

Anthusa felt that in the religious training of
her son she was doing that which true affection for
her departed husband prompted, and which integrity to

R R R R R E R E LR EE E X A NN Y

1. Chrysostom, "On the Priesthood", "Wicene and Post-
Nicene Fathers", Vol. 9, p. 34.

2. Chrysostom, "Letter to a Young Widow", "Nicene and
Post Nicene Fathers", Vol. 9, p. 122,
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her God ﬁemanded. :

”This gradual and almost 1mpareepkible grawth and
progress in Divine things, which so strongly
fortified Chrysostom in later days, was no doubt,
in the Providence of God, due to the gentle,

- loving, and hallowed influence and teaching of
his devoted mother from his earliest childhood. *l
(In the evidant fruitfulness of his early Chris-
tian nurture we hav@ seen thﬁ first and one of ths
most potent environmental factors in the making of
Chrysostom's character and ministry. With this splen-
did spiritusl background, he enriched Christian
‘préaehing to his own and suaaeeding generstions. For
such a foundation, the highest honors are extended to

a dutiful Christian mother.
B. Education

Anthuse afforded her son the best education that’
the flourishing metropolis of Syria could offer. She
did not follow the ambitions of most parents among
the cultured elasses of that day, who sought for
their sons high‘and‘luérative of fieces. The quickest
means to such places of influence and power was to

study Latin and civil law toward entering the judicial

FV LI H RO G R AR E N TN ON B R E TS

1. Bush, R. Wheelar, ”Saint Ghrysostam, His Life and
Pimes", p. 40.
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courts., John was safforded a liberal education in the
clagsles. He was placed under the tutarship/af-Anﬁra-
gathias for his instruction in Greek philosophy, and
‘under the noted Libanius for his study of rhetoric
and culture.l

1. The School of Libanius

Libanius had achieved a femed reputation as the
firat classical scholar and rhetorician of his age,
and &8 the ablest defender of paganism. He was the
friend snd correspondent of Julisn, end on amicable
terms wiﬁh'tha Emperora Valens and Theodosius. The
experience of Libanius was very extensive, he having
held popular schoolse at Athens, Gonstantinople, and
Nicomedla, and now had returned to his native eity,
Antioch. His brilliant powers of oratory followed
after the best examples of the elassic age, being
himgelf a faithful student of Demosthenes! abttie
style.? To his daily lectures ceme the young Chrys-
ostom, together with such other promising scholars
as Basll of Raphnea, Gregory of Nazilanzus, Theodore

HROEBEDODOLOBREOBNOLR LGRS D

l. Sozomen, op. ¢it., Bke. 8, Chapter 2, p. 399.
2. Sozomen, Ibid.
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of Hopsuestia, snd Maximus of Selsucia, all of which
were destined to fill places of power and influence
in the Christian Ghurch.t |

In this school under the expert Libanius were
formed thnﬁeﬁsinguiar powers afkalagaenes which were
- destined to win for John the significant appellation
of "Chrysostomos”" and by which he should defeat his
masterts religions The pagan sophist helped to
- forge the weapons which wore afterwards to be so
- 8kilifully employed against the cause to which he
- was devoted. 80 apt a scholar was John in oratory
- and oclassical learning that he soon became the most
brilliant pupil of Libenius. But all thias praise
and~laarning under pagan influences 4id not divert
the stalwart young Christian from his childhood falith.
Gongeguently, when later on his death-bed Libanius
was asked by his friends who was in his opinion capa-
ble of suscseding him, he replied, "It would have
been John, hed not the Christians stolen him from us,"2
This tribute from a master teacher would indicate that
Chrysostom was, Iin the words of St. Paul!s preaching

BRARSP U RSB F DT EHNIEFIRDOER

1. Socrates, "Ecclesimstical History", Bk. 6, Chapter
5, P» 159&
2. Sogzomen, op. cits; Bk. 8, Chapter 2, p. 399.
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re@ﬁ‘amg:ﬂ?» "apt to teach".
2. Priendship with Basil

In spite éf Chrysostom's exposure to pagan cul-
ture in the school of Libanius, he had imbibed draughts
far deeper end more satisfying from the well spring of
the Holy Scriptures in his mother's home. He was ac-
customed to say thet "the Bible was the fountain for
watering the soul”.l and throughout his whole 1ife he
showed by striking example the mighty power which the
Holy Word exerted over the soul leaning on it for suc-
cor. He revolted against the low morals so prevalent
in his day, after having become acquainted with the
‘sublime ethies of the New Testament.

‘There was, however, beside his homo ties, enother
strong Christian anchor to which Chrysostom's youtiiful
soul clung. This proved to be hils growing admiration
of, and intimate friendship with, a worthy schoolmate
named Basil. Basil was a classmate of Chrysostom's
and is most 1likely identified with a Basil, Bishop of
Raphnea in Syria, not far from Anbtioch, to which of-
fice he was inducted by the pious fraud of his nearest

PN R R R RN IR S RN S AR

l. Chrysostom, Homily 51, John, "Nicene and Post-
Nicene Fathers", Vol. 14, p. 184.
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friend John.l A glowing tribute to Basil's friendship

is found in the writings of Chrysostom in which he
says:

"I had many genuine and true friends, men who un-
derstood the laws of friendship, and faithfully
observed them; but out of this large number
there was one who excelled all the rest in his
attachment to me, striving to outstrip them as
mach as they themselves outstripped ordinary
acqualntance. He was one of those who was con-
stantly at my slde; for we were engaged in the
same studies, and employed the same teachers.
We had the same eagerness sbout the studles at
which we worked, and a passionate desire pro-~
duced by the same circumstances was equally
strong in both of us. For not only when we were
attending school, but after we had left it, when
it becsme necesgsary to consider what course of
1ife it would be best for us to adopt, we found
ourselves to be of the same mind.

"But when it became our duty to pursue the bless~
ed life of monks, and the true philosophyi(an
expression meaning a life of religious contem-
plation and study) our balance was no longer
even, but his sc¢ale mounted high, while I, still
entangled in the lusts of this world, dragged
mine down and kept it low, welghing it with
those fancies in which youths are apt to indulge.
For the future our friendship indeed remeined as
firm as it was before, but our inkercourse was
interrupted; for 1t was Iimpossible for persons
who were not interested about the same things to
spend much time together. But as soon as I also
began to emerge a llttle from the flood of world-
lineas, he received me with open arms; yet not

"~ even thus could we maintain our former equality;
for having got the start of me in time, and have
ing displayed great earnestness, he rose agalp
above my level, and soared to a great height. 2

Basll early determined the qnesticn of his c¢all-

I E R R R AN E NI E RN R N YRR NN NR

1. Stephens, W.R.W., op. cit., p. 15.
2. Chrysostom, op. cit., Bk 1, "Nicene and Post~-
Nicene Fathers", Vol. 9, p. 33.
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1ng‘inifavor'af monasticism; he declded, as Chrysos-
tom éxpresses it, to follow the "true phileséﬁhy“al
This was the occasion for an interruption in their
close fellowship. Chrysostom, soocn after the age of -
twenty, had embarked on a secular caﬁeer; and bauld
not immediately déci&s to f:;llaw tha'cgllzng of his
more spiriﬁual friend,‘ | |

3. Effects of Legal Practice

When Chrysostom had completed his literary edu-
cation, it was quite natural that he should puréue |
the bent of his talents. He, therefore, devoted his
energles to the practice of law, which offered lucra-
tive returns as well és political prsninenee- "7he
amount of 1litigation was enormous."® The reputation
of Chryﬂastam a8 a powerful rhetorician woulé ere
long have won him a place of prestige‘ fBut he becanme
disgusted with the restlesaness and evil practices
peculiarly connected with this professian‘ "Po accept
a fee for making the worse cause appear the better
cauge, seemed to him to be teking Saﬁanfs wages§“5

LR IR A A R N I I A B

1. chrysostom, op. cit., "Nicene and Post-Nicene Fa-
thers", Bk 1, Vol. 9, p. 33.

2. Schaff, Philip, op. cit., "Nicene and Post-Nicene
F'athel’a“, Vol. 9, P 6.

3. Schaff, Philip, Ibid.
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~ The low tone of morality which prevailed in the
l@w courts, and the corrupt practices which he there
saw juatified, g0 grieved and,qffﬁnded_Jth ‘that he
felt that the life of an adwaeate was likely to prove
injuriaus to his Christian character. xheksordia_aims
ﬁhieh,ware there set befere‘him, 80 différent from the
exalted standard of Gospel excellence, as well as the
béae and degrading conduct which he saw commonly pre-
vailing amongst sdvocates in that day, were thoroughly
repugnant to the noble simplicity of the religious
stendards which he had formed in his childhood.® The
wholesome character of the young lawyer recoiled from
the evil practices that were so prevalent sbout him.
He‘beeamé weary of the avaerice, fraud, and artifice by
which his chosen profession was being demoralized.
“With this diainciinatian toward warldly employment,
Chrysostom?'s esrnest mind was turned to more godly pur~
suits."® Through the persuasion and example of Basil,
Evagrius, and other friends, his mind was soon made up.
He determined to abandon the pleasures and lucrative
attraction of the secular life. At once he devoted
himself to gaining entrance into some quiet and secluded

iw«:ﬂdwueut&atdtoaati

1. Stephens, W.R.W., op. cit., p. 14.
2, Milmen, H. H.,_“ﬁiﬁtgry of Ghriatianity v@l. 3,
Pe 10,
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life where he might give himself more entirely to the
exercise of plety and holiness.l

As yet Chrysostom had experienced no foreshadow-
ings of the ministerial career which lay before him.
It may be said, however, that no itraining and pro-
fession could have better fitted him for the pulplt,
and for the popular exposition of the Greek Scrip-
tures, than the background which Providence hed fur-
nished. Hence, we find him a fit candidate for the
Holy Orders when, shortly after this, he came under
the influence of the aged and revered Bishop Meletius
- of Antioch who was to become his spiritual father.

C. Summary

In reviewing this introductory chapter on the
life of Chrysostom, it becomes apparent that we have
gset forth the contributing factors which helped to
make the minister, rather than the contributions of
his ministry to Christlan preaching. This initisl
step is Dboth logical and necessary. The singular
excellence of Chrysostomts life and preaching, as |

well as his extensive influence, are to a great de-
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l. SBoerates, op., c¢it., Bk 6, Chapter 3, p. 138.
See also Chrysostom, "On the Priesthood", "Nicens
andg?@st*ﬁiaene Fathers", Vol. 9, Bk 1,
Pe 33,
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gree the natural fruits of these significant beginnings.
The native eity of Antioch served as a splendid
soclological garden in which to compare the merits of
Christisnity with those of Paganism. It was here that
young Chrysostom was introdueed to the high spiritual
and cultural values of civilization by his exceptional
Christian mother. The higher 1life was enhanc.a& to him
through the example and sound counsel of his noble
friend Basil. While here also, Chrysostom received
from the school of Libanius the fimest instruction in
classical learning that Paganism could offer. MNoreover,
from the unhappy experience gained in the practice of
law, digeretion had taught Chrysostom that the best in-
vestment he could make of his life was to follow the
"true philosophy". Consequently, we are ready to enter
with him into the more definite training for the Chris-
tian ministry in the economy of a benign Providence.
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CHAPTER III
SIGNIFICANT FACTCORS IN THE MINISTERIAL

PREPARATION OF CHRYSOSTOM FOR THE
CHRISTIAN PREACHER

A, Steps in Conversion

A eall to the Christian Ministry according to Di-
vine Order mey be either gradusl or immediate, as expe-
rience has proved. The preparation f}'or‘ this high ¢all~
ing, however, in the case of Chrysostom was thorough
and of long duratlion. In the gradual change that he
was undergoing from a secular life to a plous reli-
gious life we look in vain for that definite cataclys-
mic religious experience, as St. Augustine, ILuther and
Wesley explained snd experienced it., For up to this
time Chrysostom had not submitted to baptism, and had
he been asked whether or not he were a Christian he
would urdoubtedly have denied being s Christian. Ac-
cording to his own statement, anyone that was not bap-
tized or did not partake of the holy communion was con-
sidered at that time not a Christian. When speaking
about the baptismal function of the priest, he says:

"These verily are they who are entrusted with the

pangs of spiritual travail and the birth which
comes through Baptism; by their means we put on
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Christ, and are buried with the Son 0{ God, and
become members of that blessed Head,."

Again in another place he mentions the efficacy
of baptism as the "laver (which) causes the sins to
disappear” .2

Nevertheless, we know that Chrysostom was a wor-
thy produet of the best Christian training. He had
gained a noble character by embracing the principles
of Christianity as they were first instilled into
him by his godly mother, and later exemplified in
his faithful friend Basil. The next radiant influ-
ence to lead him further in the Christien way was
that of the beloved Bishop of Antloch by the name of
Meletius.®

i. Influence of Bishop Meletius

Bishop ﬁslatiua had been promoted to the See of
Antioch in 361 A.D., but due to the envy of the
- strong Arian eonstitusnay in this Syn@d, he was de-
posed for holding te the triunity of the Godhead.
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1. Chrysostom, "Treatise on Priesthood", "Nicene and
- Post-Nicene Fathers", Vol. 9, p. 47.
2. Chrysostom, "Instruction to Catechumens”, "Nicene
and Post-Wicene Fathers®, Vol. 9, p.
16%7. ‘
3. Stephens, W.R.W., op. cit., p. 16.
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The See at Antioch continued in e state of turbulence
ﬁhraugh aéhism‘until,'unﬁsr the reign of Julian, the
Synod of Constantinople reinstated Meletius as head
of the Catholic partﬁfianntiogh.l Heletius resumed
the duties of his See at Antloch in 367 A.D. and it
was here that he received Ghryaoatam as one of his
catechumens., K |

Gentle in disposition, holy and blameless in
life, sympathetic in nature, the bishop was admira-
bly fitted to attract the interests and to draw
forth ths.best out of the youthful and earnest
Chrysostom. Nor was the bishop the less attracted
by the brillisnt powers, the ardent aspirations, the
vigorous energy, and the pure motives of the young
advocate. Meletius saw in him the promise of much
future benefit to the Church. He, therefore, will-
ingly received Chrysostom and advised him as to the
best course for him to pursue for his own well being
and G&dfs,glaryy He took Chrysostom under especial
charge and indoctrinated him in the saving truths of
Ohristianity until the young learner glowed with zeal
" for his Master, The desp plety and the gentle dispo-
sition of Meletius proved to be a wellspring of bless-
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1. Socrates, op. c¢it., Bk. 2, Chapter 45, p. 75.




ing in the moulding of Chrysostom. We may traog 8
marked regémblanee between ths characters,af‘the apii-
itual counsellor and his disciple which.snégargd thém
to one another. After a three year prébatiénaiy pari-
od John was admitted to Christisn baptism at the’agé
of twenty-three. This was an epochal point in hia’re~
ligious career. It was practicslly the dedicaticnkcf
nimself to s 1life of entire devotement to God.t

It may, perheps, appaarkremarkable atvfirst sight
that Chrysostom, whose parents were sc strict, and who
wasg brought up so circumspectly by his pious mother,
should not have been baptized before this time. The
exact reason is not known. The disreputeble condition
of the Church at Antioch under the Arians may have
been responsible for Chrysostom's reluctance in receiv-
ing the rite. Moreover, it was not nncommbn in that
day to poetpone baptism to a late period of iifa, and
gome timea even to the very closing 838n8§2 This prac-
tice arosé from the prevalent notion that svery’past
sin was washed away at beptism, and that all sin will-
ingly committed thereafter was regarded ss sin againat
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1. Heander, "The Life of Saint Chrysostom", Vol. 1,
PP 12-14.

2. Chrysostom, Homily 13, Hebrews, "Nicene and Post-
§§cene Fathers', Vol. 14, p. 431 (See Note
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the Holy Ghost, and therefore unpardonable. It is un-
likely that Chrysostom was the victim of such a false
notion in view of the remarks in his homilies against
such practice. He says:

"Attend to this, ye who come to baptism at the
close of life, for we indeed pray that after bap~
tism ye may have also this deportment, but thou
art sesking and doing thy utmost %o depart with~
out it. For, what though thou be justified, yet
is it of faith only. But we pray that thou
shouldst have as well the confidence that camath
of good works."l
We might gather from these remarks that Chrysos-

tom esteemed the rite of baptism a symbol of the ae-
ceptance of the Christian life and an inward act of
grace performed by the Holy Spirit. He would not be
a ceandidate until he felt that his spiritual standards

were commensurate with hls profession of baptism.
2. Hig Christlan Baptism

Upon acceptanse of Christian baptism Chrysostom
became, in the fullest sense of the word, a new man.
He devoted himself at once to the attainment of a high-
er and holier life. Baptism was for him an ocath of
alleglance to Christ and His standards. Its pledge in
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1. Chrysostom, Homily 2, 2nd Corinthians, "Nicene and
Post-Nicene Pathers", Vol. 12, p. 283.
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fthat day'reaﬁ literally:

"I renounce thee, Satan, end all thy angels, anﬁ
all thy service, and all thy Eamp, and I renge
myself under Thee, O Christi"

We note therefore that to John the celebration
of baptism was a btransition from the product of his
heritage and training to a definite decision ef'hié
own soul to follow Christ and a consecration of his
life to g service of discipleship.

"Ghrist has given baptism unto us“ says Chrysos-
tom, "not that upon receiving it, we should de-
part; but that we may manifest the fruits there-
of in our lives. And have ye not heard, that
the fguits of the Spirit are love, Jeys Peaae,
ete."

This was indeed the spirit of Chrysostom after
his baptism. His friend and blographer, Palladius,
says that after his baptism Chrysostom never again
swore or told a falsehood, or defamed anyone, or even
tolerated a facetious joke.® His baptism 1ike that
of Angustinels was a work of divine transformatian in

his life, an entire remunclation of this world and a
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1. Chrysostom, "Instruction to Gateohumans”' fNicene
zgg Post-Nicene Fathers" s v°1. 9 Do
2. Neander, op. cit.3 (quote: Appendix on Baptism,
| p.« 80
3. Palladius, ap» cits, (?ranslatien by Herbart Moore)
. 1B5.
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consecration to the service af Ghrist and the Church.
- The change, though not as z'adical a8 Augustim*s, was

Just as significant and yamanent.
3. maixfx,ed ;fze‘ader in the g‘m@

The wise Bishop Meletius did not want to loss this
promising young Christian for the services of the
Church. He therefore ordeined Chrysostom, soon a‘f'ter
‘his baptism, to the office of reader in the Church of
which he himself was Bishop. This was a new order of
ceremony introduced into the Church in the third cen-
tury, The order of procedure was to have the readers
introduce those portions of Scripture appropriate to
the "Missa Catechumenorum", or first service. Next
followed the "ms’sa Fidelium", or elosed service of
Gommunion, to which only the baptiged were admitted.
This was done from +the Ambo or reading desk for the
laity, and must not be confounded with the Bema, or
Tribunal ‘of the Sanetuary to which only ths elergy
werse admitted.

The ordination ceremony was plain, yet impressive.

The Fourth Council of Carthage ordained that the bishop

tbv‘acneto-abqinaltoo

1. Chrysostom, "on the Priesthoad" “Eieaxw end Post~
Nicene Fathers", Val. 9, Bk. 6, pp. 75«
77
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should testify before the congregation to the purity,
the faith, and 1life of the candidate. Then in their
presence he was to place a Bible in the hands of the
reader with these words:

"Take thou this book and be thou a reader of the
word of God, which office if thou discharge
faithfully and profitably thou shalt have part
with those who have ministered the word of God."1
Chrysostom confirms the reverent attitude with

which the so ordained reader assumes his appointed
duty. He aays:

"For when the Resder staniling up says, 'Thus
gsaith the Lord', and the Deacon stands and im-
poses silence on all, he does not say this as do-
ing honor to the Reader, but to Him who speaks to
all through him. We speak not our own things,
but the things of God, letters coming from heaven
are every day read."2
Here was opportunity for Chrysostom both to study

the written Word and to use his nascent powers of elo-
quence in conveylng it to the congregation before him.
So we find him at the age of twenby-three serving in
his first capacity as Christian worker with an eager
determination to withdraw himself into seelusion in
order to give entire devotement to the doctrine and -
practice of godliness.
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1. Labbe, "Ecumenical Councils™, Bk. 4, Canon 8, °
Pe 1170,

2. Chrysostom, Homily 3, Thessalonlans, "Nicene and
Post-Nicene Fathers", vol. 13, p. 387.
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B. Life As An Ascetic

There seems to have been an errant philosophyyin
be in the world without being a part of it. Im other
words, they sought as Christians to purify themselves
through resorting to asceticism rather than Christian
temperance, Xﬁ’was the custom, therefore, for con-
verts to choose between the active or retired ministry.
The majority chose the secluded 1ife.l

The first ineclination of Chrysostom after baptism
was to adopt the monastic 1life as the best way to cul-
tivate holiness and to insure the salvation of the
soul. He desired intensely to Join his friend Basil,
and retire with him from the sins, follies, and tempta-
tiens‘of‘thia world. And, doubtless, hs would have
carried out this resolution had he not been checked by
th@,weeﬁing énhraatieg of his mother. §&he plead with
him not to leave the home of his childhood, and not to
,abéndan her, who had sacrificed so mnsh for him, to
the laneliﬁaas of a sécand>widewhae&; ?ﬁs affectionate

nabure of John could not resist his motherts tears
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1. Neander, op. cit., p. 29.
See also Palladius, op. cit., p. 38.
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when she promised that she would give him the amplest
opportunities for retirement and contemplation in his
own home, Consequently, his home was turned into a
private monastery where Chrysostom secluded himself
from the world and practiced a most rigid asceticism.
He ate little and seldom, and only the plainest food.
. He slept on ths bare floor with a Slack for his pil-
Bf.‘ow, and rose gt frequent, intervals in ths night for
prayex, He also shunned compeny and kept an almost
unbroken silence in order that he might not relapse
into his former compromising hgbita.l
| | In our self complacent, ease~lqving'aga we frown
at the mistaken theory of dualism which encourages
such en austere diseipline in 1ife. We bosst that
world brotherhood and ethlcal temperance are far more
wholesome and Christisn then the denlals of asceti-
~cism., But let us remember that some of the loftiest
and loveliest souls that have enriched humanity have
used these strange, stern means as steps to a holy
and blessed life. Evary'man, if he has an ideal at
all, is to samﬁ‘extent,aa ag@aticw kwe purpaselto re«

nounce that which 1s a hindrance to our highest at-
t‘on@ngynuuqaguoogano
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tainment. Chrysostom, like a great host of the saints
who have struggled for the true way under sdverse be-
liefs and circumstsnces, may well have fallen short of
- the best method, but his motive arose out of the noble
impulse to follow the principles gnd 1life of his Mas-
ter, who reminds us that 1life 1s more than meat, and
that man shall not live by bread alone.t
Chrysostom, at least in his earlier life, could
hardly reconcile a social 1life in connection with a
calling to the holy orders of Christ's ministry. He
succeeded in winning his classmate, Theodore, who was
about to suceumb to the secular stage of marriage,
back to the higher consecratlon of celibacy by his
elogquent plea of his honest, though somewhat errone-
ous conviections. An excerpt from this letter re-
veals the persuasive force of John's argument in £a~
vor of celibacy.
"Por there is no man free, save only he who
lives for Jesus Christ. He stands superior to
~8ll $roubles, and if he dewes not choose to in-
jure himself, no one else will be able to do
this, but he is impregnable; he is not stung by
the loss of wealth; for he has learned that we
brought nothing into this world, neither can we
carry anything out; 'he is not caught by the

longings or ambition of glory; for he has
learned that our citizenshlp is in heaven; no
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one annoys him by abuse, or provokes him by
blows; there is only one calamity for a Chris-
tian which is disobedience to God; but all
other things such as loss of property, exlle,
peril of life, he does not even reckon to be a
grievance at all. And that which all dread:
departure hence to the other world, thig is %o
him sweeter than life 1taelf..»‘..w.¥herefmre,
he who is engaged in the service of Christ,
drawing himself out of the turmoil and stormy
billows of life, takes his seat upon secure and
lofty ground. For what position can be loftier
or more secure than that in which a man has ons
ly one anxlety, 'How he ought to please godp1nl

This letter, together with other treatises of
Chrysostom on the merits of the ascetic life raveals
his enthusissm for monastic virtue which shows it~
self in seclusion from, rather than in transformeation
of the world. However, he is providentially led out
into active serviece later in his ministry, in whieh
his abstemiousness and unworldliness are a purgative
to the corrupt soclety of the cathedrsl eity. He
presents the most favorable aapeet of that'made of
life, which must be regarded as a wholesome reaction
against,ﬁﬁ@-d@géneratiag’infiuenses of a pagaﬁ sooi~
ety- o | | | ;

If we had taday but a measure of Chrysastamfa

rigld self-denial and devotion to the circumspect

1. Ghrysoatom, "Letter to Theodore", "Nicene and Post~-
Eicene Fathers", le. 9, p. 115.
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Ghristian life, we, a8 1eaaars of the flock, would
‘Mdeed be a far gmater :mmfvating factor in society.
Christian asceticlism is a pertinent clasuse in his
1aga¢y to the present-day ministry, which we would

do well to embrace.
1. Study Under Diodorus

While Chrysostom practiced the ascetic 11fe at
home he was anxioﬁa to receive further instruction
in the knowledge of the Scriptures. Bishop Meletius
having been again banished from Antloch, his dutiles
were teken up by two manke, Garteriua end Diodorus,
prefects of ths famous monasteriés ’autside of Anti-
och. Diodorus éxertgd a very ccngideréble influence
a‘éer the ;h:;nd of Chrysostom. It was ‘fram;him that
Chrysostom lear#ed ﬁﬁaﬁ practical and grammatical
ni&thod of explaining SQriptnm which _gminently charac-
terized him.‘ By Thabdoret » the elequenee of Diodorus
is eemparad i;c a limpid rﬁ.‘mr, and the style of his
1axlguage ia desaribed by Photius as cleaz- and perspi-
cuaous. He wrete a treatise on the dis’oinc’cion between

“&llegama and Theeria" 1
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The practical element in Diodorus, his method
of literal and common-sense interpretation, was in-
herited chiefly by Chrysostom who carried it forward
in his preaching with peculiar power and success.

2. Life in the Monastery

Though we are Iin no degree ready to advocate
the system of monasticism, we must recognize the
sincerity of its devotses in the earlier centuries,
who overlooked altrulsm in their eagerness for s life
unspotted by the world. This errant philosophy arose
out of the false conceptions, prevalent in that day,
of the inherent evil of matter. Through Christiani-
tys, the soul had become profoundly consclous of 1its
immortality. Hence 1t took this avenus of escape
for its preservation.

It was to a monastery outside of Antioch that
Chrysostom resorted for six happy years in which
time he devoted himself to prayer, meditation, and
theological study. It was in this seclusion that
Chrysostom gained his keen and intimate acquaintance
with the Word of God. He, like John Wesley, became
virtually "a man of one book". He recommends its

frequent use in the following advice:
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"Let us then give diligent heed to the study of
the Seriptures, for 1f thou doest this the

Seripture will expel thy despondeney and engen-
der pleasure, extirpate vice, and make virtue
take root, and in the tmmnit of 1ife it will
save thee from suffering like those who are
tossed by troubled waves."l

Throughout his writings, snd his whole conduet,
he affords s striking exsmple of the mighty power
whiech the Bible can exert over the humen heart; for
by saturation with the edntents and principles of
that sacred volume the saintly features of Chrysos~
tom's charscter were formed. Hence arose his enthu-
slasm for holiness, his high moral energy, his un-
shaken constency and ardsnt lovs, his aversion to
the vain ostentation of his times, his sager zeal
~ for truth and justice, animated by a fervent and
steadfast faith.2

From the writings of GhrySQStom we;getyan in-
gight of the monastic 1life which made it such a rig-
orous disocipline of the flesh and such an influen-
tial esylum for the aspiring soul of its inmates.®

1. Chrysostom, "On Eutropius", Homily 2, "Nicene and
Post~Nicene ?athars" VYol. 9, p. 252,

2. Fallaﬁius, ops cite (?ranslaticn by Herbert HMoore)
PP 38"39‘

3. Chrysostom, HMatthew, Homilies 68-69, “Kieane and

; zoawﬁmaxxe Fathers”, Vcl. 10. pp. 417~

26,
See also "On the Priesthood”, "Nicene
and Pos t~Nicens Fathers", Vel. 9, Bk.
6, Do TTe ' :
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- "The monks lived in separabe ecells or huts but
= acaording ‘to common rule and under the author-

- ity of sn abbott. They wore coarse garments of

,camell's halr or goat?s halr over their linen
‘tunics. They rose before sunrise, and begsn

' ‘the day by singing a hymn of pralse and common
prayer under the leadership of the abbott.

" Then bthey went to their allotbed task, some to
read, others to write, others to manual labor
for thﬁ support of the poor. Four hours in
each day were devoted to prayer and singing.
Their only food was bread and water, except in
case of sicknesa. They slept on straw couches,
free from care and anxiety. There was no need
of bolts and bars. They had all things in com-
mon, and the words 'mine and thine', which
cause inmnumerable strifes in the world were un-
known among the brethren. If one died, he
caused no lamentatien, but thanksgiving, and
was carried to the grave amidst hymns of praise;
for he was not dead, but 'perfected', and per-
mitted to bshold the face of Christ. For_ them,
to live was Christ, and to dle was gaia wl

There can be no doubt that Chrysostom, in his
éfter‘life, modified and toned down the almost'axm
travagant prai$as‘af'the ﬁenas%ie life in ﬁhich.ha at
this time indulged. Though he did not relinquish the
princiglés which he now aévoeated,.nar ever cease %o
admire the fancled perfestion of the Ghrisﬁaa 1life,
3@% he afﬁerwards beeame more liberal and pra@tical
in his views. He fiaslly learned te diatinguish be-
~£ween the graeti@s of religious aseeticism and Chris-
tian temperanes, and favarably aﬁvacatad and prac-
ticed the latter and more blessed virtue.
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"»‘G. Goasﬁarahian to order of D@aean 

”Gﬂe of the last acta af Bishep Eeleti&a bafora

ézzzig% %ntioah was to craain Ghryssstam as )

A graater contrast than the initiatien af Ghrys-
ostom into clerical life and that of a young daacen
in our day can searcely be imagined. He was now
thirty-seven years old, and had supplemented the geed
liberal eduecation of his youth by several years of de~
votion to close study of the Bible, to rigorous morti-
fication of the flesh, and %o prayer and meditatien in
the monastery. He had used every mesns of pramsﬁing
purity of soul and wisdom of mind. The rank;hs now
entered was a very humble one. ,

It was the duty of deacons to take care of the
holy table and its furniture, to administer the cup to
the laity, but not to = priest or a bishop, amd occa-
sionally to read the Gospel.? They were permittea‘fo
baptize in most ghuréhaa. But their main’par% of tﬁe
service was to make the ammouncements as to the order

of procedure in prayer, preaching, reading, end litur-
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 8y. They were not Permitted to preach except by the
spscial order‘af'the‘biahnp; ~~0u%side of serviee
hours they were to act in the eapaaity ef ¢hnreh~ o
wardena.l They brought cases’ of poverty and sickne&s
before the notice of the bishop,,they d;stributed
alms under his digeétion, and also reported to him
any grave moral foenses,g

”Theg'ware essentially, as the name implies,

inisters to the bishops and priests, and wers

often styled, in symbolical language, !the
bishopt's eyes!, or tears!, or 'right hand!."3

1. Philanthrapiq Services

The functions of a deacon led Chrysostom into
~everyday contact with the Christiem population of
Antioeh, and éspecially smong the poorer classes.
It has been estimated that of the one hundred thou-
sand Christisns in Antioch, about three thousand
‘were indigent, and mainly supported by the Chureh.?
Chrysostom gave himself unstintingly to the
task of finding and sustaining those in dire poverty.
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2. Chrysostom, Homily 11, Timothy, "Nicene and Post-
Nicene Fathers", Vol. 13, p. 441.
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4. Chrysostom, Homily 66, ﬁatthew, "Nicene and Post~
Nicene Fathers", Vcl. 10, p. 407.




No Christian responsibility was insisted upon more
vehemently in his prea&hing than that of almsgiving.
This he emphasized not only as a beneficent act to
alleviate suffering and diatresg, but also as a
method of spiritual diseipline to counteract the
prevalent evils of a selfish and degenerate soclety.

Through his intimate work with the social and
economic conditions of his people Chrysostom gained
a keen insight of human nature, and made such first-
hand contacts as enabled him to learn the excellencles
and defects of his congregation personally. He was
thereby qualified to spesak with the knowledge of prac-
tlcal experience so applicable and effective for the
Christian minister,

The main characteristics of the people to whom
Chrysostom ministered are abundantly illustrated
throughout his homilies to which we can only refer.l
We are interested chiefly with the person and work of
Chrysostom himself; therefore, we will briefly note
some of his personal characterlstics which have exert-

ed such a wide influence.
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l. Chrysostom, "On Statues", "Nicene and Post-Nicene
Fathers”, Vol. 9, pp. 380-470.
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2. Human Limitations

Before ﬁeﬂaummsriza the divine qualities of ﬁhe
greg§ character before us, we.would gall(atﬁen#ion
to his human,imperfaaéiqns., Ehsﬁe errors were not
entirely self~biamewor§hy,”since ﬁhey'were 1n¢qrpc~
raﬁed in the superstitious customs and miscanceptions
of a primitive Christian age. Yet, even if éome of
these miatakas}were due to chrysastom'szersonal dis~
posit;cn, it is granted that to err is human. Hore-
over, a‘man's exgéllent worth does not cénsist in his
freedom from fault, but in the’abnhdance of his
powers for good. ; | |

The first indictment has to do with Chrysostom's
"pious fraud”,vempicying that later Jesuiticel maxim,
"the end justifies the maan#”, against his beioved
friend Basil. The two yaungvmgn of promising sbility
had been chosen as logioél candidates for the Episco-
pate, although they were under the canonical age of
thirty. Both had agreed, after much reluctance, that
they would consent to ordinatien,tqgethar.‘ But Chrys-
ostom, deeming himself unworthy of so high sn honor,
allowed his friend Basil to be inducted, while he con-
cealed himself, thus escaping election to offlce. When
Basil discovered thevd@ceptien, he upbreaided hi#
friend with the breach of compact, but Chrysostom



43.

laughed and rejoiced at the success of his plot. In
defense of his scheme he appealed to the tactics of
doctors and‘military leaders, and instances in the
Bible where evil had been averted and good advanced
by similar stratagems. Schaff painﬁg‘aut that
“this conduct, which every intelligent Christian
mist today condemn, casused no offense among the
Christians of that age, still less among the
heathens, and was regarded as good management
or teconomyt!. Thée moral character of the decep-

tion was supposed to depend altogether on the
motive, which made it good or bad."

Another instance of Ghrysostom's deceptive meas~
ures invékes such sympathy that the reader will be
prone to pallimte the fault which we feel has been
over-estimated. This time it oceurred in connection
with John's first banishment from Cons tentinople.
Hearing the pronouncement of nis exlle, he said:

"I am not afraid of baniéhﬁent,‘the earth is

the Lord's, and I shall find Him withersoever
I may ge."é

But though full of fortitude on his own part,
yet on account of the desolation of his flock, the
, axﬁésdingly agitated atgta’of the city, and the in-
evitable cammotioﬁ'whidh his public sbduction would
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2. Walter, Joseph W., ”Saint Chrysostom", p. 34.
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cause, he ordered a horse to be held, as if in walt~
ing for him, at the great western door of the cathedral,
and while the outraged multitude were waiting there
_to withstand his extradition, he unselfishly avoided
‘bloodshed by privately quitting the city and immedi-
ately embarking for Bithynla. Only the strictest
Phariseeism would stemp such a measure of discretion

an immoral set.

One biographer points out that Chrysostom was
irritable of temper, suspicious, and too credulous
with those who would deceive him. He showed these
defects in his quarrel with the court and the aris-
tocracy of Constantinople. With a little more world-
ly;wiadumgand less ascetis severity he might perhaps
have conciliated and converted those whom he repelled
by his pulpit fulmiﬁa‘siam-l While it 15 meintained
that Chrysostom's earlier ﬁepri§atioﬁs did have a
direct bearing on undermining his health end thus in-
"directly‘affecting his otherwise gentle &isposition,
annaver%haiess exhibited a moral grandeur aa@m@asn-
rate of a #aiﬁt. ‘zmpétienea With worldliness, down-

right opposition to sin in high places, and unflinch-

1. Schaff, Philip, op. cit., "Nicene and Post-Nicene
F&therﬁ", Vcl. 9, Be 170
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ing fidelity to the unvarnished truth brought Chrysos-
tom many enemies the same as it did his erucified Mas-
ter. Yet his fearless denunciation of pagan vices in
the Imperial Court and his courageous sllegiance %o
what he deemed his spiritusl duby cannot but command
our highest admiration and respect. He felt that as
a Christian he could not tolerate the taint of
neutrality in the cause of God.

3. Spiritual Qualifications

John Chrysostom was preeminently an unworldly
person of most earnest plety. This fitted him with s
keen susceptibillity for communion with God at all
times. He stilled the meny tempests of his life,
both inward and outward, by the frequent sdlace of
prayer. He embraced the maxim that "nothing inside
the will of God is outside the reach of prayer". He
shows in one of his homilies how that no preyer is
avallable before God until we have renounced sin,
and that pollution of the soul must be warded off or
cleanged by eontinusl resort at the throne of Grace.

"It is inconceivable", smays Chrysostom, "that a

man, who prayeth with becoming zeal and con-
stantly calleth upon God, should ever sin; for
he who hath warmed his hearth, hath raised and
transported his soul to heaven, hath invoked
his Lord, and, mindful of his sins, holden con-

verse with Him concerning their forgiveness,
beseeching him to be reconciled and meroiful,
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. .after such holy exercises layoth aslde every
- worldly thought, socareth ss it were on wings,
and is raised above human passions! But since,
‘being men, we easily relapse into supineness,
 .ghouldest thou, when one, two, or three hours
~ have slapsed after prayer, perceive thy former
 fervor gradually ebbing, betske thyself quick-
ly again to prayer, and warm thy cooled heart.
And if thou aect thus throughout the day, main~
taining the warmth of thy devotion during in-
tervals by the frequency of thy prayer, thou
wilt afford the devil naleppcrtunity, nor en-
trence to thy thoughts.”

Not only are we interested in the pedagogy of
prayer whiech Chrysostom advanced for the highest
spiritual attalnment, but also in the rich ministry

~of intercession whilch he shared and sadvoecated for
his congregation. After returning from his first
exile John ecelebrated the triumph together with his
faithful flock at the Church in a communlon of
prayer and praise. In acknowledgment of his rein-
statement he says:

"T am persuaded that it is in no small part to

your prayers that the triumph is due. God can-
not resist the prayers of s whole people. And
do you continue, my children, as you have done,
to ald me by your prayers. Should my hands

fail me in the hour of prayer, support bthem

~with your hands. Pray with me and for me; for
so will you also bs praying for yourselves. I

1ive and bresthe but for your good. It is
ynur 1nterest that fills my heart with prayer.ak

hl‘ﬁ‘ié#t’ﬁ’ﬂ!ﬁ”'l’!ﬁ’.

1. Ghrysestam, Homily 51, Eatthaw, “Kicen& and Post-
Nicene Fathers", Vol. 10, p. 319,
2. Walter, Joseph, op. cit., p. 32 {quote)
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And with this he closes his prayer, as he invar-
iﬁbly élaésd all his messages, with a beautiful bene-
diction. Many of these prayers and benedlictions are
8til1l extant in the liturgies of the Church.

Underlying Chrysostom's superhuman power in
prayer was his ind amitable faith in the living and
providential @God. Although he had been trained to
employ all the fine arts of reasming, he did not re-
ly on intellect ﬁc determine his prineiples of action,
but yielded himself to a childlike resignation to in-
tuitive perception and obedience to Divine revelation.
To persons unacquainted with the true nature of faith,
and on that aceount discounting it, he claimed that
faith is by no means an arbitrary supposition, but a
apiritualk set, whereby the soul really enters inte |
and becomes incorporated into a sphere hitherto closed
to 1t, and in viritue of which incorporation a new
‘1ife and conasciousness of a higher order arises in
mane E;e thus alludes to the power and dignity of
falth:

"Paith is a precious thing, if it proceed from a
heart and soul glowing with a mighty love. By
such falth we are made wise; human weakness ls
hidden; and while reason, which aspires to know
all things,; is left below on earth, ourselves
are raised to heaven; or rathsr faith compre-

hendeth and sccomplisheth what human wisdom is
unable to find out. Let us then hold fast falth,
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and not intrust our affairs to reason; for the

work of faith needeth a noble and youthful

mind, which raiseth itself above things seen,
and leaveth the weskness of humen understand-
ing behind it; for no one ¢an have falth, un-
less he soar above the ordinary flight of mor-
tal men. It is itself a living organ which is
able to emancipate itself from the influence
of the visible world, and there?y attain com-~
munion with the Divine Spirit."

Chrysostom did not disparage human reason; he
only desired the t 1t should be cmscious of its own
insuffiaienay to comprehend the mysteries of reli-
gilon. He likened the relation of the resson with
faith to that of the eye with the light that glves
it vision. Not only do the Seriptures c anfirm this
fact but in everything that befalls us we are to
recognize the hand of Providence. Chrysostom then
goes on to show that the interposition of God works,
if not always for our immedimte good, eventually
for our highest interest and for His glary.g

Commensurate with his efficacy in prayer and
~his unfailing faith was Chrysostom's entire devote-
ment to God in every aspect of service as a Christian

steward. He ever sought first the Kingdom of God and
‘»’.."”"Q”"'“Q;Q‘fj“.’

1. Neander, op. ¢it., D« 280?. Kamiliea. John, 63;
' Hebrews, 22.
2. Chrysostom, Homily 22, ﬁebrews, “%1aane and Post-
Hicene Pathers", Vol. 14, pp. 465-467.
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its intereats ainee ha had earl;y learned to canfom
his own wilm ta %:he will af his heavanl'y Father.
‘Like the "Son of Han®, he chose to live in ‘humble

circumstances that he might give the more to his fel-

low men. He censored those who withheld God's gifts,
Saying§ | | -
| "Be not grudging about thy Master's goods, but
Aistribute them smong thy fellow~servsnts; for
we have all things from Christ; and all this
about 'Mine! and 'Thine'! is bare words only.
Thy soul is not -thine own; how then can thou
¢laim 28 thine own God's temporsl gifts? Only
that which thou art willing to share is award-
ed thee blegsing; what zlmu withholdest 1ls pur-
loined from thy Master."
Even when Chrysostom was in exile he saved the
' money supplied for his own pressing wants, snd gave
it towards the relief of those who were in dire suf-
fering in his immediste neighborhood. His religious
zeal led him to foster missionary enﬁefprise in
Phoenicia, Cilicia, Persia, and smong the Goths.
This last venture was prompted out of a virtuous
heart of love and mercy. Foz? Chrysostom maintained
it 1s not enough merely to show liberality; one must
be merciful 8180,

"Mepcy", says he, "is more acceptable to God
then all sacrifices. Xt is the virtue that He

stbo;‘ynﬁdovbttﬂi!oq

1. Chrysmstom, Homily 10, lst Gormthians, "Nieene
and Post-Nicene Fathers", Vol. 12,
p. 56.
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‘loves the best. Of all the qualities of man, it
is that which most surely wins him the suffrages
of his fellow-creatures. How indeed can we do
without it for ourselvesl Have we not nsed of
all the mercy of God? Let us then at least have
the merit of following it. ILet the_ sweet uncilon
of marcg diffuse 15s61f around us.' nl

We have already expressed our conviction that
suehveantinuauajand unselfish efforts as he displayed
could not have falled to achieve success. To this
grand cause of transforming tha‘spiritual'eandition of
those entrusted to his care John was pre&minanﬁly
qualified. And in Ehﬁ'pursuit of this noble calling
1t may feirly be said that he sacrificed his health,
his peace of mind, his comforit, and his talented l1life.

D. Summary

, ‘In tracing the more immediaﬁa~steps in thg prep-
aratiah éf ahrysoétcm far'ﬁha Ghristian ministry it
,has ‘been imposaible to relate, or accaunt for, all
the aceempanying faetorw whieh entered in to ccmpl@te
| this training. It is safe to say that training never
ceases for the one who ia obedient to all the will of
_Gﬁﬁ - Chrysostom hed learned this mudh, and to that
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1. Walter, Joaeyh W., “Life of Ghrysastom", from
Homily 11, 33, p. 1889.
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extent he'was a fit instrument to wleld a mighty min-
istry in the place to which he was soon appointed. “

In his baptism, which we must conslder Chrysos~
tom's conversion, he had found victory and purpose in
following the higher life. Under the influence and
leadership of Bishop Meletius he gained a deeper love
for the Word of God, and an opportunity to serve the
Church as Reader. This position, however humble, ac~
gquainted him with the Divine manuscripts and culti-
vated his voice to become eloquent in the expression
of holy thought. ; ; |

His rigid ascetlc life had diac;plined Chrysos~-
tom's nature to withstand the eruel treatment which
lay before him. Through the refinement of his suffer-
ings he shared an intimate fellowship with Christ, for
he held that self must be fully mortified bafore the
Spirit can reign supreme in ua.l

In the capacity of deacon Chrysostom found the
richer l1life of sharing his blessings with his fellow
men until he was recognized as John of Almsdeed, which
was a besutiful tribute to his work among the poor.
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l. Chrysostom, Homily 13, Romans, "Nicene and Post-
Nicene Fathers”, Vol. 11, p. 436.
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His human limitations, which were products of an
igx;orant' age are far outwaighed by m\./s exceptional
spiritual qualifications which so admirably fitted him
for the illustrious ministry referred to in the follow-
ing chapters.



CHAPTER IV
THE LEGACY OF CHRYSOSTOM
TO CHRISTIAX PREACEING ,
AS PRESBYTER AND PREACHER IN ANTIOCH
A. Priesthood at Antioch.
‘B. Preacher of Sacred Eloquence.

C. Surmary.
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THE LEGACY OF CHRYSOSTOM TO CERISTIAN
PREACHING AS PRESBYTER AND PREACHER IN ANTIOOH
A. Priesthood at Antioch

Chrysostom's diaconate was now at a close and he
was no longer to serve God as a layman. During his
five years as deacon he had proved his ability as a
learned, vigorous, and powerful writer. He had also
given indication of those peculiar talents which
marked him out as pre-eminently quelified for the min-
istry.

We have observed the honorable service which
Chrysostom rendered in behalf of the poor. It was in
pert due to his assiduity in this blessed ministry
that he gained such widespread popularity with the
multitudes in the city of Antioch.t

Tt is as the spiritual priest of Antioch that we
follow another decade of his 1life. During which peri-

od he delivered the greater part of the discourses ex~
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tant, which must be a very small portion of those
preached, since he preached regularly twice a week,
“besides preaching special sermons on festal oceém
siﬁnsel It was in this office of presbyber that he
earned the reputation to be called "the great lumi-
nary of the weyld“.g

1, Ordination to Presbyberate

Bishop Flavian, who had succeeded Meletius to
the Bishoprie of Auntioch in 381 A,D.s Qas not long
in sensing the excellent qualities af'chrysoetam as
a prescher. Hence he determined to plsce him in s
more enlarged sphere of service, and ordained him
presbyter of his own church in 386 A.D.% The office
of bishop in a metropolitan city carried with it a
multiplicity of duties. These were similar in many

resgpects to those of a c¢ivil governor. The bishop

1. Canon Venables, "Dictionary of Christian Bilography",
pe 160.
2. Theodoret, "Ecclesiastical History", "Nlcene and
Post-Hicene Fathers', Bk. ¥, Chap.
, 27, p. 1Bl. ,
3. Sozomen, op. 6it., Bk. 7, Chapter 9, p. 382.
4. Palledius, op. ¢lt., p. 40.
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resided at Antioch, and discharged the dutles of a
chief yastar,vasaistéd by’his staff of priests and dea-
cons. To Chrysostom was gilven tha henar of frequently
affieiétingland pr@acﬁing in the glégelsfkthé,sishop.
The more respans&bie'apyointménts were given %o the
most girted‘priestﬁ- Thﬁ'méré genial bésks were left
for the less talented. The»aptitu&e for taachiﬁg and
preaching made Chrysostom particularly a privileged
character. It was in this capseity that he was to
rule the destiny of souls from the pulpit, which was
his divine sppointment according to his own statement.
"fhe office of a teacher and that of a priest is

of great dignity, and to bring forward one that
iz worthy requires s divine eleetian. nl

2. Pastoral Relationships

The pastcral relatianshipa of Ghryscstam with the
congregation at Antiaeh.were the happiest and most
successful of his entire ministry. The Esstern Church
employed i1ts most gifted presbyters as teachers of the
Word on doctrine and morals.? We find therefore that
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Chrysostom, with his special aptitude for preaching,
wﬁs raised to that office from the beginning. Ths
lesser duties, as those of caring for the distressed,
’administering sacraments, and beptizing were in his
time entrusted to the less telented presbyters.l
The only method we have of ascertaining the per-
sonal relation of Chrysostom with his people is to
gather hints from the references of his homilies.
They evince the richness of his intellect, his fertil-
ity of resource, his untiring energy, his ﬁiadom, pru-
dence, and caution, as well ag his distinguishing elo-
quence. In his homllies we may discern how Christian-
ity is with him g 1living reality. He dwells always in
its presence and eampanionship on practical themes for
the ennoblement of life. We feel through them the
quickening pulse of his genuine Christian love and
zeal. He‘fullg sympathizes with the problems of his
"hsgrers and ardently loves them even while he 1s seath-
ing in his rebuke at their shortcomings. He never
seems alien, nor stands aloof from his audience, but
‘throws hiﬂaelr among them in an overwhelming degire to

restrain and save them from their sins.
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1. Chrysostom, Homily 3, lst Corinthians, "Nicene and
Post-Nicene Fathers", Vol. 12, p. 13.



58,

; Ghrysoswm halda ‘the offiee of pastor :Lrs ‘high
dignity and speaks of him as a spiritual steward who
must be an unblemished exemple of that which he is
offering to share with his flock. He maintains that
Af the pastor's relation with God is true, then the
harmony with the people will follow. His characteri-
zation of a qualified pastor is here given:

"priests are the salt of the earth. He must
therefore be discreet and skillled in meny matters,
and to be as well versed in the affairs of this
life as they who are engaged in the world, and
yet to be frese from them all more than the re-
cluses who occupy the mountains. For since he
must mix with men who have wives, and who bring
up children, who possess servants, and are sur-

- rounded with wealth, and f£ill public positions,
end are persons of influence, he too should be g
meny~sided men-~I sey many-sided, not unresl,
nor yet fawning and hypoeritical, but full of
much freedom and assurance, and knowing how to
adap‘h himself profitably, where the circumstances
of the case require it, and to be both kind and
gevere, for it is not possible to treat all those
under onefs charge on one plan, since nelither is
it well for physicians to apply one course of
treatment to all their sick, nor for a pilot to
know but one way of contending with the winds,
For, indeed; continual storms beset this ship of
ours, and these storms do not assail from without
only, but take their rise from within, and there
1s need of much condescension, and ¢ircumspection,
and all thesge different matters have one end in
view, the glory of aod,, and the edifying of the
Church."l

From thls one quotation alone we gather charsascter-
CesdenevenbososvenRu e

1. Chryeostom, "on the Priesthood", "Nicene and Posb-
Nicene Fathers", Bk. 6, Vol. ©, Dp.
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iat&cﬂAaf & pastor which are essential and applicable
to aVery ages ‘The advice is éé timely and well taken
thet it appeals to us as the instruetion of a present
day weriter with a comprehensive knowledge of the nature
and needs of the ministry. o
 "The homilies on the 'First Epistle to the Corin-

thians! have ever been considered by learned and

~devout men as smong the most perfect Speeimsns of

chryseatom's mind and taaching. "l

’Z’he date of these memsagas 18 naiz knawng bu’i: from.
internal evideace it 13 eerﬁain that thay were delivered
at Antiach.g Antiaan was at this timﬁ a flaurishing
chnreh‘but was filled with a frivolous and impulsive
P&aplevnbﬁ u@like‘ths Gotinthiaas hm'whichfst.'?&ul‘had
first a&d£sés¢ﬂ‘thase themsé;' ?he’fcl1a§ing aﬁanta
whieh‘t@na tb bring out cﬁrgsesﬁam's leadership and
civie influsnéa‘cver tha ﬁurmail'of afféira‘whieh he
enecuﬁteréﬁ there shallrbe‘gi?en~brief»attﬁatian before

we turn to his eminent qualities as a preacher.
S« Civic Influence

The exceptional influence which Chrysostom bore on
the political affairs of the city were revealed during
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1. Merriott, C.N., "Tntroduction”, Homily on lst Corin-
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the sedition of Antioch against the famous Theodosius.
It was during the months of March and April of 387 A.D.
that he preached his discourses on the Stabtues to a
fearful and penitent people awalting clemency from
their offended ruler.

The oceasion for the rebellion was an edict from
the Emperor which demanded an excess tax to subsidlge
the imperial army with a liberal donative. The omi-
nous sllence with which the proclamation was first re-
ceived grew rapldly to a popular outbreak of mutiny.
The rabble, swelling in numbers and fury as they rushed
through the city, proceeded to acts of open violence.
The public baths were ransacked; the praetorium was at-
tacked, the governor narrowly escaping with his life.
The mob stormed furiously into the hall of judgment
where they defaced the portralts of past emperors and
tore from thelr bases the statues of the present Emp-
eror and his deceased wife, and dragged them through
the streets of Antioch. Further outrages were only
stopped by the sppearance of a band of archers dis-
patched by the prefect. The insurrection having been
quelled, calm reflection caused the offenders o see
the probable consequence of their fury. A panicky

fear followed which cast a dlasmasl gloom over the en=-
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tire populationﬁl

 'The ruling Bishop, Flavian, was sbsent at the time
and had left his see in charge of Chrysostom. Day after
day during this terrible suspense Chrysostom devoted his
noblest gifts as a sacred orator to awasken repentsnce
among the dissolute crowd seeking for a ray of hope
through pardon. We willl here give space Lo one or two
of his comforting exhortations which are typlesl of his
- whole series of homilies on the statues.

"But afford me your attention! Lend me your ears
awvhile!l S8Shake off this despondency! Let us re-
turn to our former custom; and as we have been
used always to meet here with gladness, so let us

- also do now, casting sll upon God. And this will
contribute towards our actual deliverance from
ealamity. For should the Lord see that His words
are listensd to carefully; and that our love of
divine wisdom stands the trial of the diffienlty
of these times, He will quickly take us up again,
and will maeke out of the present tempsst a calm
and happy changee...«+«..We are dreading lest the
wrath of the Emperor should deseend upon ally and
it is not sufficient for us to say in defense, 'I
wasg not present; I was not an accomplicet; 'nor a
participator in these acts.' 'For this reason!

- he may reply, 'thou shalt be punished and pay the
extreme penalty, because thou wert not present;
and didst not check, nor restrain the rioters;
and didst not run any risk for the honor of the
Emperorl Hadst thou no part in these audacious
deeds? I commend this, and take it well. But
thou didst not check these things when being done.
This is s cause of accusation! Such words are
these, we shall also hear from God, 1f we silently
suffer the continuance gf the injurisﬂ and insults
committed against Him."
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Thus he continued for twenby-two days this most
remarkeble series evineing most strikingly his power
over the minds and passions of his fellow citizens.
That he lmew how to utilize to great advantage the
parallel of the material circumstance with that of
the spiritual is evident from the closing lines of
the sbove quotation.

" The venerable Flavian, who had been digpatched
to the eourt as an intercessor, was pleadiﬁg for len-
ieney toward the Antiachians. In the meantime, it
was %hs ohject af Ghrysoatem ta rOouUse th@ people at
home fram thelr dejsctlon and to lmprove this season
of humiliation by a tharaugh repentance and reforma-
tion in respeet to their prevailing vices and follies.
On the whole the eagerkandkgarﬁest‘ahrysosﬁﬁm mey be

sald to have rejoiced at the pwitséné‘e of the eiby,
for this arfarded him an aypertunity to effect a
spiritual renavatiou in the maral 1ife of - th@ psople.
He observed with great satisfﬁctia& that if the forum
wag deserted the chursch was thronged, jusﬁvas in

stormy weather the harbor is crowded with vessels.l

1. Ghryseatom, Eomily 4, “On the Statuss" "Hicene and
Post~Nicene Fathers", Vol. 9, p. 364.
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B. Preacher of Sacred Eloguence

Since it is the purpose of the writer to reveal
the contribution of Ghryscstam's pulpit work to the
‘ ministry of preaching, we shall set forth the elements
of his power as a preacher of the divine Word. That
we are jJustified in thus holding up Chrysostom as a
model of this essential gift of preaching, is strongly
supported by modern teachers of homlletics. We read
the following tribute from one of them:
"Po name him 1s to name eloquence itself. RNever
has anyone united in a higher degree the talents
which make an orator........,An orator truly pop-
ular, he is worthy to be set before all ages as
the most perfect model of Christian eloquence;
.because, on the one hand, one admires in him with
a most noble character the higher virtues of a
real apostle; on the other hand, he unites to an
admirable doetrine the purest taste and the per-

fect knowledge of the language in which he
writes."l

This power must be attributed to at least three fac-
tors: +the divine c¢alling of the person, the moral in-
tegrity of the holy message, and the high excellence
of the method of delivery.

l. His Divine Commission

It is inconceivable, in view of Chrysostom'!s life
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1. Bull, P.B., ”Pregdhing and Sermon Construction®,
p. 2567.
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and training, that he should have entered the pulpit
by accident. It would indeed have seemed contrary to
Providence had not a man of his plety and gifts, his
extensive learning, and his impressive voice and man-
ners, been called to the holy order bf‘preéching.‘f
His training at home was the purest and best that a
Christian mother could offer. Under the lead of the
most distinguished rhetoriclian of his day he had been
thoroughly grounded in the nstive tongue and litera-
ture of that elastic and expressive Greek out of which
our New westamsnt céne. Hiskatndy and contact as an
a&voaatﬁvin the law courts had acQuaintedAJohn with
the customs end rulings of society. The Bible had
'been‘the,baok most read in his home, and thgn for six
~years it had been his all absorbing study 1n;hia mon=
astic retreat. He had literally learned it by heart
both to preach and to practlce. From the fact of his

- constantly serutinizing his own hesrt and feelings,

Chrysostom had gained s marvelous 1naight,1nto human
nature which he applied in\diagnesing and remedying
the faultswef hia fallqw_man,, To crown the prepara-
tion for his active ministry he apentyfive eventful
years as deacon in the city of Antiloch, where with a
heart full of love and sympathy he ministered person-
ally to the poor and afflicted, sharing thelr deprivs-
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tions, longings and aspirations. This was the splendid
‘background of preparation for the ¢all to preach of a
man 9ndwed with oui;si;and&.ng inherent ability for th.e

mi.nistry.l :

' The reluctance of Chrysostom to acce,pf; the of fice
of the priesthood until both reason snd Providence had
f’ully confirmed this leading is clearly shown in his
discussion with B'a;sii in ﬁhmhha maintains that both
the candidate and those that ordéin mast be conscience-
bound to fully vindicate thelr actions in aceordance
with the divine seal and wisdom. |

"For as it is not enough for those who are chosen
to say in excuse for themselves, 'I did not sum-
mon myself to this office, nor could I avoid what
I did not see beforehand'; so neither will 1t be
& sufficient plea for thase who ordain them %o
say that they did not know him who was ordained.
The charge againast them becomes greater on aceount
of their ignorence of him whom they brought for-
ward, and what seems to excuse them only serves to
accuse them the more. For how absurd a thing, is
it not? that they who want to buy & slave, show
him to the physician, and require sureties for the
sale, and informstion about him from their neigh-
bors, and after all this do not yet venture on his
purchase without asking for soms time for a trial
of him; while theywho are going to admit any one

o 80 great an office as thisg, give their testi-
monial and their sanction loosely and carelessly,
without further investigation, just because someons
wishes it, or to court the favor, or to avoid the

~ displeasure of someone elsge. He who is go:’mg to
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1. Andersen, Galusha, "'J:he Elements of Chrysostom's
~ Power as a Preacher®, p. 56.
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ordain, therefore, ought to make diligent inquiry,
and much more he who 13 to be ordained. For the
Church of Christ, asccording to St. Paul, is
Christ's body, and he who is entrusted with its
care ought to train it up to & state of healthi-~
ness, and beauty unspeakable, and to look every-
where, lest any spot or wrinkle, or other likel
blemish should mar its vigor and cemalﬁ.ness.

According to the above eriterion Ghrysesi:om would
not allow the induction into the ministry of many the-
ological students of our present day who hold no such
convictions of divine ealling but have entered the pro-
feasion of the ministry for mercenary reasons. In this
conviction he was entirely right, If we would sdopt
his caution and safeguards against violating the asancti-
ty of the sacred office we should prevent the ordination
of many misfits, and avert many abuses snd reproaches in
the order of the clergy. We see in the following ex-
cerpt on the dignity of the priesthood Chrysostomts ex-
alted opinion of the office.

"What msnner of man ought a priest to be? What
great purity and what real pilety must we demand of
him? For consider what menneyr of hands they ought
to be which minister in these divine mysteries,
and of what kind his tongue which utters such div-
ine truth; and ought not the soul which receives
80 great a spirit to be purer and holier than any~
thing in the world?s....s»+4.+The soul of the
Priest should shine like s light beaming over the

whole world. For if anyone will consider how great
g thing it is for one, being a man, and compassed
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1. Chrysostom, "On the Prieﬂthaod" "Nicene and Post-
Nicene Fathers", Vol. 9, pp. 65~64..
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with flesh snd blood, %o be enabled to draw nigh
to that blessed and pure nature, he will then
¢learly see what great honor the grace of the
Spirit has wouchsafed to prissta; since by their
agency these rites {of the Sacraments) are cele-
brated, and others no wise inferior to thess
both In respeet of our dignity and our salvation.
For they who inhsbit the sarth and malke their
abode there are entrusted with the administration
of things which are in Heaven, and have received
an authority whiech God has not given to angels or
archangels, &.g. They who rule on earth have in-
deed authority to bind, but only the body: where-
a8 this binding lays hold of the scul and pene-
trates the heavens; and what priests do here be-
low God ratifies above, and thg Master conflirms
the sentence of his servants."

It is no wonder then that, when Chrysostom felt
that Christ had honored him by admission to a sacred
work, he reverently and eagerly began to preach the
word with holy boldness.

2. His Dynemic Message

The secret of Chrysostom's dynemic was the burn-
ing message which flasmed in his soul by the indwelling
of the Holy Spirlit, He did not preach about the CGospel,
or ﬁgggg from 1t. His dominant message was the Gospel
as the power of God unto salvation. This he deemed suf- |
ficient for %hs salvaition of his congregation and ap- |
plied it with such sloquence tlat the integrity and
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autharity of the traﬁh arrested hearers and converted
sauls to the Kingdam of God. W@ have already referred
to his asbcnishing knewiedge and use of the Scriptures.

o He aeVer -goemed at a loss for qnetatiens, but from the

: treasure—h@use cf his aariptural acquisitian he was
able to draw forth the argumsnt or illustration whiech
bsst suited the perticalar ocession. Nor did he fail
to make God's Word the basis, as well as the touchstone
of his arguments.

Chrysostom had not derived his aanﬁiations upon
points of doctrine from secret traditions of the Church,
but from a study of the Bible. From his youth upwards
his 1ife and Christian views had boen formed and ma-
tured by the reading of ﬁ@ly’Writ, and he was far from
making ths exposition of the Inapireé Writings subordi-
nate to Church tradition. 'He considered the Scriptures
to be a direct and'indap@nd@nt source of knswledge,
fully auffieient of ﬁ:aelf to determine the truths of
our falth; and tc this living fountain alane he re-
ferred.~ of them he says: ;

”Let us not therefere carry about the notions of
the many, but examine into the facts. For how is
it not absurd that in respect to money we do not

- trust to others, bubt refer this to flgures and
caloulations; but in calculating upon facts of
‘faith we are 1lightly drawn aside by the notions
of others; and that too, though we possess an
exact balance, and sguare and rule for sll things,

the declaration of divine laws? Wherefore I ex-
hort snd entreat you all, disregard what this man
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and that man thinks about these things, and in-

quire from the Seriptures all these things; and

having learned what is the true riches, lei us
pursue after them ﬁhaﬁ_we may obtain also the
eternal good things,."*

Instead of answering the heathen as Augustine
would have done, by referring them to the authority
and tradition of the Church in order to determine the
true sense of Seripture,'chrysostcm called upon them
to examine the Bibie freely, and thence to draw their
own conclusion:

"If we professed to follow humsn reason, ye might
indeed be disquieted; but since we declare that
our faith 1s drawn from the Scriptures, and they
are plain and true, ye may easily discover the
truth. He whose bellef sccordeth with the Bible

is a Christian; but he who is at variance with
it is far removed from true Christianity."<

This was the test by which a true Christian was
measured éaeorﬁing ta Chrysostom. Since belief as
uged by Ghrjaostom ﬁas~synonomons with conduet or life
practice,® many of his congregetion, instead of em-
bracing the prineiples of the Word of God in their
lives, mede the Sacred Volume itszelf an objeet of

superstition and idolatry by wearing it upon their
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l. Chrysostom, Homily 13, 2nd Corinthians, "Nicene
and4?ast~ﬂicens Fathers®", Vol. 12,
Pe346.

2. Neander, op. cit., Homily 35 in Aets, pp. 250-251.

3. Chrysostom, Homily 59, John, "Nicene and Post-
Nicene Fathers™, Vol. 14, p. 212.
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neck or arms as an amilet. ‘To these Chrysostom remarked
that the Edly]Scriptures(wére not given)ﬁajas thatfée
should enclose them in ornsmental books or wear them as
charms, but that we should engrave them upon our hearts.
His great aim was to impress the truths ef‘réligi@n
deeply in peopleis hearts and conseiences, so that the
fruits of their faith might be seen in their daily
Christian walk snd conversation. To this end he ﬁa?éi‘
ceased to warn, exhort, and encourage his hearers, that
by means of his preaching they should become better men
and women, better fathers and mothers, better sons and
daughters, and better citizens of God's Kingdom on
earth. .

, As a result of this, Chrysostom's preaching was
powerful beceuse it was pre-eminently ethical and prac-
tical. To be sure, he faithfully proclaimed the whole
round of Biblical doctrine, but not in crystallized
dogma; he presented 1t just as he found it in the
words of Seripture. He never stopped to speculate upon
1t, but urged it upon the attention of his hearers for
practical ends. He presached morals so powerfully that
he not only profoundly impressed men of his ownyttmﬁ
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with the transcendent ethics of the Gospel, but also

has stimulata@?magy_preaqhgrs~a$nce to follow in his

footsteps with the ssme effective ethical impact.

' The ‘breadth and specific character of Chrysos-
tom's ethical preaching may be seen in his varied
discourses both at Antioch and at Constentinople.

He preoached sgainst heresies, idolatry, and indif-

ferent secularism, but»speéifically;égainst sin with

all its accompanying viees of subtle degeneracy and
moral pollution to be found in a cosmopolitan capitol
city. Perhaps it would not be amiss to compare Con-
stantinople at that time with a metropolis of today
in their revelry of sin, from the extreme of wanton
luxury o the other extreme of paverty and degrada-
tion. From his homilies we gather these significant
views on this poink: -

' "Wenlth is a chain, a grievous chain;, to those
who know not how to use it; a tyrant, savage
and inhumen, imposing all his commands by way

" of outrage on those who serve him.......Those

who strut in the market place are more to be
pitled than those who haunt the crossings of

“the streets, and enter into the courts, and

ery from their cellars, and ask charity. For

- these, for their parit, do utbter pralses to God,
and spesk words of mercy and a strict mqrglityﬁa
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1. {}hr‘ysasi:em, Homily 13, lst Corinthisns, "Nicene
and Post~Nicene Pathers", ?@1o 12,
Pe 76
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This appearg to be very a@und ethical raasening
for present day ministers to prapasat@ in regard to
the unequal distribution of wsalth. Ghrysostom
prev&a to us, from this further quetatien, that he is
nat prejuﬁiaed. |

"again, to 1ive in luzury doe s not seem to be a
menifest and admitted erime; but then it brings
forth in ue great evils--drunkenness, visclencs,
extortion, and rapine., Riches are not able to
profit the little-minded: nor is poverty able
to injure the magnanimous. Therefore let us not
only avoid sins, but those things too which seem

to be indiff&rani yet by degrees lead us into
these misdeeds.” '

Ho vanity, no sin, escaped John the preacher; he
poured forth his most vehement rebukes against the
profligacy of ﬁhe rich, their extraVaganae in dress,
the theatre, gsmes,'prerane oaths, and 1nﬂacensy. He
dwelt boldly and earnestly on the majesty of God and
the aomparativa littleness of man, on moral accounta-
bility té Him, on human degeneracy, and on the mys-
terious powers bf evil by force\cf'whieh good people
in this dispensation are in a smell minority. He em-
phasized the certainty of future retribution; yet also
the never fading glories of immortality which Christ
haé brought to lighx by His sufferings and death, his
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l. Chrysostom, "Homily 15, "On the Statuea“ "Nicense
ang Post-Nicene Fathers", Vol. 9, p.
442,
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glorlous resurrection and ascension, and the promised
influences 6f the Holy Spirit. These truths he
preached, not with tricks of rhetorlec, but simply and
urgently, as an ambassador of Heaven to lost and
guilty man. Chrysostom has taught us by this that
when preachers throw themselves on the cardinél truths
of Christianity, and presch with a conviction inspired
by the Holy Spirit, they will carry the people with
them through the portals of a living hope into the

sanctuary of a blessed experience in Christ.
3. His Excellent Method

Chrysostom's reputation and populerity as a
preacher were aslmost at once firmly established. His
eloquence attracted all classes of society and people
with every phase of philosophy and religlous sentiment.
They would crowd around the pulpit from which he
preached in order that they might not lose any of his
forceful utterances. One blographer tells us that
Chrysostom had to warn the congregation to leave their
purses at home since in the congestion of the erowd
pickpockets found it an easy matter to ply their eraft

during the sarvice.l
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His audience signified their appreciation and
approval of John's burning messages by frequent in-
terruptions of applause and words of high approbation.
A modern homiletical instructor polnts out the congre-
gation's estimation of their preacher in the following
quotation: | | |

"Hetter that the sun should cease to shine than 1
that our Ghrysostom's mouth should be stopped."

Not infrequently thay indicated by thelr plaudits that,
so far from being wearled by the length of his sermon,
they were resdy and willing to listen to him for a
still longer time. Often the discourse lasted for more
than an hour. John Lard'a deseription of Chrysostonm's
manner of preaching is itself eloquent in its apprais-
al of the power and influence of the fourth century
salnt. He says:

"His elocution, his gestures, and his matiter were
alike enchenting. Like Bsrnard, his very volce
would melt to tears. It was music singing divine
philosophy; it was harmony clothing the richest

-moral wisdom with the most glowing style. HNever,
since the palmy days of OGraece, had her astonish-
ing language been wielded by such g master. He
was an artist, if sscred sloguence does not dis-
dain that word. The people were electrified by

the invectives of an Athenian orator, and moved
by the exhortations of a Christian apostle. In

- mejesty and solemnity the ascetie preacher was a
,Jewiah prephet dslivaring to kings the unwelcome
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messages of divine Omnipotence. In grace of
manner snd elegance of language he was the per-
suasive advocate of the ancient Forum; in
earnestneas and unction he has been rivalled
only by Savonarole; in dignity and learning he
may remind us of Bossuet; in his simplieity
and orthodoxy he was the worthy successor of
him who preached at the day of Pentecost. He
realized the perfection which sacred sloguence
attained, but to which Pagen art has vainly aa-
pired~--a charm and a wonder to both learned and
unlearned~--the precursor of the Bourdaloues and
Lacordaires of the Roman Catholic Church, but
- especlally the model for all preachers who set
‘above all worldly wisdom those: d%vine revelatlions
which alone can save the world."

It i #@t to be wondered at that such preaching

as this, coming from the heart, and confirmed by the

holy 1life, produced very marked soffects upon Chrysos-

tom's hesrers. He did not need o court popularity

by placing himself on an ethical plane of the masses

he was addressing; nor did he aim at arresting atten-

tion and attracting notlce, by singularity, or sccen-

tricity, or by humoring current tastes of a question-

- able characterﬁ

His unrivaled charm, as that of every

really eloquent men, lay in his singleness of purpose,

‘the firm faith in his mission, and his noble zeal and

passion for souls.

Chrysostom's great power over his audiences was,

moreover, due to his technique in the presentation of
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the Gospel. His homilies were popular, yet accurate
expositions of the Seriptures. He came to his great
congregations after careful preparation of interpreting
the sublime truths of the Bible;, and spoke with the
authority which that Word gives to the ambassador that
proclaims it. Somebtimes he wrote his sermons and
preached extemporaneously from them but he never resad
his manuseripts. At other times he was prompted to
preach upon some practical application arising out of
his immediste surroundings. Thus on one occasion he
opens his sermon by an appeal to charity in behalf of
some miserable beggars whom he had encountered on his
 way to the church, and on another oceasion he drew a
striking analogy between a then approaching tlunder
storm and the coming 3udgment.l He was apt at in-
stantly perceiving and taking advantage of the im-
presslon made either by his words, or by any sudden
oceurrence in the church. Once during an evening ser-
mon when it became necessary to have the place illumi-
nated his hearers were distracted by the lighting of
the lamps in the church. He selzed this opportunity

to say:
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"Awake from yénr inattention; lay aside your
sloth. While I am explaining to you the Holy
Seripture, ye have turned your eyes to the
lamps, and to him by whom they are lighted.
How great an indifferencel! I also kindle for
you a light, the light of the Holy Seriptures;
upon my tongue burneth the light of instruc- .
tion, a better and algreatar light than that
upon which ye gaze.
If we teke his homilies at random, we find that

each one 1is an exposition of from one to a dozen or
more verses of Seripture interspersed with hortatory
remarks on practical Christian living. But his hom-
ilies, even on extended passages, were by no mesgns
destitute of unity. He sometimes expounded a whole
book or epistle by a series of sermons. When he re-
sorted to this method, at the beginning of each dis-
course he would carefully restate the maln poinbts of
the previous lesson in order to intelligently pre-
pare the way for the one about to be delivered. One
example which iz representative of his meny instanc-
es of this procedure is found in Chrysostomt's dis-
- course on the "Aets of the Apostles™. He reviews
the results of the healing of the impotent man at

. the Beautiful Gate by Peter and John, snd then pro-
geeds to the persecutions of the next chapter.
 (Acts 4:1-f£f)
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"Epe y@t they had time to take breath after thelr
first trials, straightway they enter into others.
And observe how the events are disposed. First,
they were all mocked together; this was no small
trial: aaeondly, they enter into dangers.  And
thess two things do not take place in immediate.
succession; but when first the Apostles have won
admiration by their two discourses, and after
that have performed a notable mirscle, thereupon
it is that, after they are waxen bold, threugh
God's disposal, they enber the liats,; o

‘*But I wish you to consider, how those same per=-
sons, who in the case of Christ must needs look
out for one to deliver Him to them, now with

- their own hsnds arrest the Apeshles, having be-
come more sudacious snd more impudent since the
erucifixion., In truth, sin, while it is yet
struggling to the birih, is attended with some
sense of shame; but when once fully born, it

' makes those more shameless who practice it, ---
'And the captain of the temple! it is said. The
object agein was to atbach public eriminality
to what was doing, and not to prosecute it as
the act of private individuasls: fueh in fact
was constantly their proseeﬁing.”

In the progress of en exposit@ry discaurse, it
is often desirable, for the sake of cehereuee, to
keep the connectlon of the whole context befare the
congregation by fraquentlﬁ referring the éubjﬁdt un-
der discussion to that‘whiéh haé gone béfore. GhryS*
ostom sets us the example of managing this with great
skill. He also frequently ﬁhrew 1n some arreating

questions as tc what came next; theae were caleulated
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to arouse the hearers and make them notice it when stated.
This method of Introdueing a text and reiterating it
for emphasis is supported by a modern suthority on
preaching.l The present day audiences, like his, do
not commonly have the sacred text before them, hence
we do well to adopt Chrysostom's method to supply the |
deficiency. Thus, while delivering an exposition of
the Word, when Chrysostom came to the second polnt he
would restate the first; when he reached the third
point he would reiterate the first and second; and so
to the end of his discourse he skillfully kept all of
its paramount thoughts before the minds of the hearers.
This idea made so popular by John Chrysostom is still
highly advocated by instructors of homlletics. In
fact, for a model of exposltory preaching there are

no better works than the homilies of St. Chrysostom.
The opinion of one eminent authority of the twentieth
century is as follows:

"One who wishes to cultivate himself as an exposi-
tory preacher will of course be disposed to search
the literature of the pulpit for good examples of
that species of sermons. The most instructive ex-
ample of expository discourse, both doctrinal and
historical, is the Homilles of Chrysostom. While

no man would think of making discourses now pre-
cisely on the model of hig, it 1z remarkable how
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‘pmch may be learned from them as to the skillful,
spirited, a%d effeetive managamenb of expasitory
preaching.”

A1l of his homilies do not stand oﬁ an équal level
of excellence. Some must ﬁeaessarily surpass others in
argumantative foree, in their elearneas of ethical
teaching, and their utility of divine truth. But in
all of hisg sermons the inspired.WOrd was allowed to
fall with full forece sand convicting power upon its audi-
ence with definite spiritual appiicahion for their
eternal good. Hefe‘égain Ghryséstem presents us an
exsmple, Much as he delighted in éxplaining Seripture,
yet he felt that, in preaching, the practical intgrest
1s parsmount. So the truth which he thus brought out
was always applied to meet the real needs of the human

heai"b.

| Chrysostom!s preadhing ministry extended over &
wider period than merely his interim at Antioeh, but
we have dhosen ta sed dawn his main aharaateristiea of

preaching in thia chapter, for it was at Antieah that
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 hﬁ;reached thé'2eaitﬁfaf,his;puipit power. He had
been called there to preach and was not encumhereﬁ
with the heavler burdens of the episcopal office,
 and the opposition which he encountered at Constenti- .
Cnople. o

Ve have seen how that he immediately won the
hearing of his large congregation after being admit-
ted to preach in Flavian's pulpit. He also ably de-
fended the faith‘of the Church sgalnat the prevalent
heresles of that day.

Hie relatians with the people as pastor are in-
~ teresting for the versatility of the man, and also
for his keen insight into the nature of this office.
By his strong moral influence in the civiec community
he was able to utilize the panicky condition of the
Insurrectionista to evangelize the unconverted pagans.

‘The elements of Chrysostom's power in the pulpit
we found were due to hig divine commission, his auth-
oritative Seriptural message, and the superior excel-
lence of his delivery. Chrysostom never permitted
the force of his sermons to be frittered away in
vague generalities, but invariably pointed his mess-
ages by a personal application, e.g.

"But since our discourse has now turnsd to the

subject of blasphemy, I desire to ask one favor
of you sll, in return for this my address, and
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speaking with you, wh&ch is, that you will cor-
rect on my behalf the blasphemies of this city.
And should you hesr anyone in the publie thor-
oughfare or in the midst of the forum, blas-
pheming God, go up to him and rebuke him; and
should it be necessary to inflict blows, spare
not to do so. Smite him on the face; sirike
his mouth; sanctify thy hand with the blow, and
4f any should scouse thee and drag thee to the
place of justice, follow them thither; and when
the judge on the bench calls thee to account,
8ay boldly that the man blagphemed the King of
Angels! For if it be necessary to punish those
who blaspheme an, earthly King, much more so those
who insult God."1

The foree of his presching was atitributed to the
fact that he could touch every chord of human feeling,
treat every interest of human 1life, draw illustra-
tions from every object and relation of the known un-
iverse, and use all to gain acceptance and obedience
for the gospel of salvation. This has stamped him as
the prince of expository preachers who has never been
surpassed and perhaps not equaled in his talsnt of
Preaﬁhinsig He 1is therefore a worthy example for us
to study and imitate in this highest of Christian
eallings.
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CHAPTER V
THE LEGACY OF CHRYSOSTOM TO CHRISTIAN
PREACHING AS EXEGETE AND THEOLOGIAN

A. Contributions in Exegesis

The previous chapter has made it evident that
Chrysostom was an eminent prescher. It is the pur-
pose of this chapter to set forth some of the appar-
ent reasons for his power as a preacher of the Gospel.
These are found in his various writings in which he
displays his high scholarship in the methods of exe-
gesis, and his deeply evangelical and practical the-
ology. Both these spiritusl acquirements were instru-
mental in clarifying and fortifying the preacher's
message, and to this extent they must be acknowledged
as contribvutions of permanent value to succeeding min-
isters. Even among present day commentarlies and the-
ologles one will not escape the several allusions to
the original statements of the OGreek Father. In many
cases his opinion stands practically without alteration.

1. Writings

Philip Schaff maintains that Chrysostom was the
most prolific writer among the Greek Fathers. Suldas
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goes so far as to say that "only the Omniscient God
eould recount all his writings."l The complete list
of his works, which have been preserved, are divided
into five classes: 1. Moral and ascetlc tfeatiaes,
including the work on the Priesthood; 2. About six

~ hundred homilies and Gomménﬁariea, covering the great-
er portion of the Scriptures; 3. Occassional, festal,
and panegyrical orations; 4. Letters; 5. Liturgy. The
most valuasble and permanently useful of these works
are his Homilies and Commentaries which reveal the
fruit of his excellent exegesis and correspondingly
unbiased'thealogyﬁz

2. School

»Ghrysasﬁom was an exponent of the Antiochian

- school of theology and exegesis of which he became
one of the foremost representatives. The school was
founded by Diodorus (7-394) a presbyter of Antiodh,‘
and stood on the basis of the Nioene orthodoxy. It
was marked by a degree of literalism in its interpre-
tation of Scripture,’quite in contrast to the exces-
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1. Suldas, "Life of St. Chrysostom", quoted by Schaff
in "Prolegomena"”, "Nicene and Post-Nicene
Fathers”6 Vol. 9, p. 17. ,

2. Schaff, Philip, "Prolegomena", "Nicene snd Post-
Nicene Fathers", Vol. 9, p. 17.
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’aive use of allegory'by ths Alexandrian 33h001o Its
,,philosophy Shawad tha 1nf1uenae of Ariﬂtotle as ths
school of Alexandria revaalea the influence of Plato.
The two schools agreed in meintaining the divine in-
spiratian and autherity af the Scriptures, but diffared
in their methnd of intarpratatien. The Antiochlans
plaqed a highar,premium on the doctrinal and practical
'}value of the Kew Testament over that of the 0ld, and
also made a sharper distinction between ths divine and
hpmgn‘elementa of the two Gavenants,l |
- Chrysostom recognized allegorizing in theory, but
seldom used it in practice. He considered the obvious
graﬁmatical and historical sense riéh enough for all
purposes of instfuation and edification, His theology
was derived out of his exegesis from the original
Greék maﬁusaripts. This is a commendable practice for
a@y@ne who would assimilate an unbiaaed system of dac«
trine. Yot Ghrysostom founded no school of theology.
, Bis influence exerted itaelf in the fileld of exegesis
down thrqugh the ages. John of Damascus in the eighth
centufy? Photius in the ninth,,oéeuménigg in the tenth,
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and Theophylact in the eleventh, contributed but
‘1little that was new to the study of exegesis, but
all drew 1grgely from the mine of expository wealth
which they found in the writings of Chrysostem.l7 So
also have the English divines received many of ﬁhair
valuable hints in their approach to the Seriptures

from this ssme source .’

3. Textual Critic

A study of other patristic exegetes must lead
to an endorsement of the prevalent opinion on the
merits of Chrysostom as an expositor. He avoided
to a great extent the extremes of both Origén and
Diodorus, and for this reason stands nearer to us
than any PFather of the Eagstern Church in his approsch
to the Bible, A careful study of his homilies musg
lead to this conclugion. Take, for example, instances
.Whar¢ 0hrysos§sm abéerveéia~?ariatien of readings
2. veriation in punctuation; and, %. the adoption of
8 specisl versian»ta which 1is éﬁtaahaﬁ;spacial signi-
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l. Chase, F.H., "Ghrysastem, A Study in the History
of Biblical Interpretation”, p. 24.
2. ﬁ@wban, JoFay ”Whgt the Saints Have @aughﬁ us?®,
: ps 38.
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ficance. on this very point Chrysostom remarké:

MAssuredly then, we ought not hastily to pass by
- even those sentences of Seripbure which are
thought %o be plain; for these also have pro-
ceeded from the grace of the Spirit; and this
grace is never small, nor mean, but great and
agmiragée, and worthy the munificence of the
Giver.

Although a pioneer in the study of textual prob-
lsms, Chrysostom reccgni;ad the human and historical
element in the formulation of the Scriptufal records.
He consequently interpreted words and passages in the
11ght of their darivation end usage as they related
» to thair eantext.

Morse recent 1nvest1gations on reeansien tend to
explain Chrysostom's apparent aéquieacanae to the cur-
- rent text. Since a freek text nct‘unlike the univer-
sal text of the MiéﬁlavAge§~waa dominant, prabably by
suthority, in Antiloch at the clesa‘of the fouwrth cen~

. 'IQtﬂ!b‘ﬁ’!!u’&l&i*ﬁ,‘".

1. Chryaastom, Hemilies, "Nieene and Post-Nicene Fath«
era", #See: On Readings, John 1:28,
Jshn 17:7, Romans 2:26, 2nd Corinthians
5:3, Ephesians 5:14; On Punctuation,
Hatthew 8:9, Luke 1:27, John 5:27, John
7138, lst Gerinthians 5:4, Colosslans
- 2:17, eté.; On Interesting Versions,
Matthew 6:28, 7:14, 8:11, 10:29, Mark
7:19, ILuke 9:31, John B5:13.
2. chrysastem, Homily 1, "on the Statues®, "Nicene and
_Pest Hieane ?athers“ Vol. 9, p. 332,
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tury. When we learn that Antioch was the true sccles-
iastlcal parent of Constantinople, it is not hard to
conceive of the traditional Constantinopolitan text as

the "textus receptus" of Chrysostom's day.t

4, Grammarisn

In regard to grammatical exegesis, Chrysostom
possessed advantages over us in that he preached in
the language of the original New Testament. His aundi-
ence would be well acquainted with the customs and
idioms of the New Testament writers. For the inter-

_ pretation of the 0ld Testament he depended on the
Septuagint version which was written in the Greek.?
He preached in a style of speech superior to that of
the "Kaine"a or common vernacular of that day. Hever-
'theleés he was a favorite with the people of Constan-
tinople, who were on hilg level of comprehension.

Chrysostom!s employment of metaphors is perhaps
his outstanding grammatical contribution. It is rea-
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sonable to expect that the use of metaphor so prevalent
in the writings of'st.'Péui,‘and the training of the
Sophists, influenced Chrysostom in this vivid form of
11lustration. He concreted and enhanced his spiritual
'ideaa by transferring them into the well known figﬁre
of the athiaté,'seidier; sailor and actor., A few gra-
phiec examples willl serve to Instruct us in this con-
vineing form of speech.

"1Let us run with patience the race that is set be-
fore us'. He did not say, let us contend as box-
ers, nor, let us wrestls, nor, let us do battle:
but, what was lightest of all, that of the foot-
race, this has he brought forward. Nor yet dld he
say, let us add to the length of the course; but,
let us ianﬁinue patiently in this, let us not
faint." ‘

On the passage in 2nd Timothy 2:3, we find the following:

'So it behooves thee not to complain, if thou endur-~
est hardness, for that is the part of a soldier.....
He mentiong wrestlers and soldiers, the one %o pre-
pere him for slaughter and blood, the other with
reference to endurance, that he might bear every-
thing with fortitude and be ever in exercise."?

or again, in the metaphor of the mariner in 2nd Timothy
2:1:

"The young satlor at gsea is inspired with great con-
fidence, if the Master of the ghip has been pre-
served in a shipwreck. For he will not consider

ob.o-o'oocieib-.ub-sucib

1. Ghrysostam, Eamily 28, Hebrews, "Nicene and Post~
Nicene Fathers, Vol. 14? De. 492.

2. Ohrysestcm, ‘Homily 4, 2nd Timothy, "Nicene and Post=
‘Hicens Fathers, Vol. 13, p. 488.
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"that it is from his inexperience that he is afposa&
to the storm, but fram the nature cf»things.“

And furthar, the aeene of the areﬂa is dapicted rrom
Paul's testimeny in 2nd Timathy 2 7:

"The good fight, yea, for it is fought in the cause
of Christ, and great crowns are won in it. This
erown is without end. This is not of olive leaves.
It has mot a human umpire. It has not men for o
spectators. The theater is crowded with angels.”

Finally, the comparison of the stage 1ife in Titus 1:11:

"Retire from the earth, and look to that theater

- that 18 in Heaven.:......I forbld thee not to de-
sire glory, but I would wish it to be the true
glory, that which proceeds from God.....Let us be
plous in secret, not cumbered with parade, and
show, end hypoerisy......Dost thou see the masks
worn by stage players? How beautiful and splendid
they are fashioned to the extreme height of ele-
gance. Canst thou show me any such real counten-
ance? By no means. Vhat then? didst thou ever
fall in love with themt? No. Wherefore? Because
they are empity, imitating beauty, but not being
really beautiful. Thus humen glory is empty, and
an imftation of glory: 4t is not true glory.
That beauty only which is natural, which is with-
in, is lasting: that which is pubt on externally
often conceals deformity, conceals it from men un-
il the evening. But when the theater breaks up,
and the masks are taken off, each appaars what he
really 1s."S
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92.

Chrysostom's works are filled with similar meta-
phors and other figures from almost every aspect of
life. They were used very effectively by him and are
examples to us in the art of preaching.

. Chrysostom employed all tha parts of speech with
en original aptness which clothed his ideas in a
language both forceful and lucid. Consequently, we
find his”raferenées to the significence of tense,
volce, and case in the interpretation of pasaages.l
The full forece of the articles, prepositions, and
particles are also judiciously treated in his commen-

taries and homilies.®

| A splendid doctort's dissertation has been written
on Chrysostom's use of the optative mood. It arrives
at the conclusion that his language was in perfect ac-
éordance with the classical forms of grammar and syn-
tax, also that Chrysostom was & master in utiliging
that fine accuracy and beauty of the Greek tongue in

the art of expressian.5
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1. Chrysostom, op., cit., Reference: John 1:29, Gala-
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1:3, Romans 8:9, John 9:2.

3. Dickinson, F.W.A., "Use of the Optative Mood in
the Works of St. John Chrysostom.
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To follow Chrysostom!s derivation of worde is an
interesting revelation of how a fourth century writer
uae&fphiieiagy as a,h&némaidvin the.furtharance of
»preaching.' He draws'avdiatinctian-ba%wa@n ideas and
words. Words are half veiled thoughts. One word can-
not express the reality of a conception but different
words can approasch its full meaning. It is in dealing
with these subtle yet real distinctions that Chrysos-
- tom shows his insight into a language. His treatment
of New Testament synonyms is not the least instructive
part of his exegetical work.‘VOnekcharaatariatie exam-
ple will bave to surgice on this point. Tha‘synonyms
are: "conformed" and "transformed" as presented in the
twelfth chapter of Romans. 'Chrysostem brings out the
distinction between them very clearly in the following:

"He says not change the fashion, but 'be. trans-
formed! to ghow that the world's weys are a fash-
ion, but virtue's not a fashion, but a true
essence with a natural beasuty of its own. &
beauty which needs no external adjuncts and em-
bellishments., If then thou wilt throw the fash-
fon aside, thou wilt speedily come to the form."l

The distinetion is of even greater importance in
the Christological passage in Philipplans in which

Chrysostom treats the nature and experience of Christ

EREEER RN N R NN EES EE RN
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, Nicene Fathers", Vol. 11, p. 498.
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respectively.l

This brief investigatian does not’ claim to ve ex-
haustive of Chrysostomis many excellent elucidatiqns |
_of Seripture, but it has called attention to the exe-
getical method which of late years has become the pop-
ular method of interpretation. The method which he
handed down to us Was to approach the passage in its
original 13&8“&&9 for its litéral and historical mean~
ing in the light of its relation to the context and
to parallel passages of Seripture. In this way he
has preserved the native connotation of the text and
at the same time maintained the common integrity of
the revelation as a whole.

~ In his view of inspiration Chrysostom recognized
the Divine-human character of the Scriptures. He re-
gardeé the Bible as written under the inspiratién of
God in such a sense as that no passage or word was to
be despised; and that men wrote as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit but not to the total deprivation of

their own human understanding and personal aharacter.g
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1. Ghrysostam, Eamily 75 Philippians, "Nicane and Post-
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2. Ghryaostom, Homily 31, Romans, "Nicene and Post-
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It is recognized that "for sobristy of interpre-
tation, for thorough general knowledge of the contents
of Seripture, for his steady determination to elicit
the sense of the sacred Wiﬁaﬁs; and:'nét“tq iﬁtréﬁﬁea
into them a meaning of his own, Chrysostom iz un- »‘
rivaled. No writer has contributed so large an amount
to the current filsld, or sxercised a more wholesome in-
fluenee upon the traditions of Biblicel interpretation
than this pioneer in the field of exegaais.'“l

‘B t?heol@gieal Interpretation

The doetrinal views of Chrysostom were positive
and usually well defined. So great a preacher eéuld
not help but émbrace a definite theology, yet it was'
not the creedal system of doctrine wrested out of con-
troversy like the views of Athsnasius and Augustine.
Chrysostom lived between the great Trinitarisn and
Christological controversies and was only incidently
in#elvaﬁ in the subordinate Origenistiec controversy,
in which he showed a charitable spirit when he defend-
ed the "Long .ﬁmthmn"a against Theophilus, on the
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divine nature of god.t God revealing Himself to ths
spirit of man directly through ths Holy Seriptures as
the only rule of faith and practice was for Chrysos=-
tom the essence of Theology. In confirmation of thls
he says:

"All Seripture, that is all sacred writing is giv-
en by inspiration of God; and 1is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in-
struction in righteousness: that the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works. For this is the exhortation of the
Seripture given, that the man of God may be ren-
dered perfect by it; without this therefore he
cannot be perfect. Thou hast the Seriptures, He

(God) says, in place of me. If thou wouldst
learn snything thou mayest learn it from them."2

The theology of Chrysostom must be gathered chief-
ly from his commentaries. In these he dlffers from the
metaphysical divines of his age, bééause he did not al~-
low the dogmatic bilas to dominate his principles of in-
terpretation. He sset forth the verbal meaning with
constant attention to the context of the passage, and
connected therewith, in harmony with the form which he
had chosen, the religious and moral observations which
were founded directly on the toxt.d The strong assur-
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snce and lasting influence af:hisiaxpasitiana are in a
~large measure dus to the simple and'fbraerul manner in
which he presents Divine truth for practical applica-
tion. The Word is iﬁdeeé mads a.11ght to our pathway.
The commentaries of Chrysostom are not of equal
value, but all are permeated with a deep evangelical
theology advanced to convert and edify his hearers.
The homilles on the Paulins Epistles are the most Judi-
clous for instruction in practicsl theology. However,
the eighty homilies on Matthew are so full of theologl-
cal content that Thomas Aquinas declarsd he would
rather possess them than be master of Paris.l
In accordance with the purpose of this treatise,
we shall confine our study of Chrysostomfts theologleal
tensts to those doctrines which have a direct bearing
on his strength as 5 preacher or évangeliat. . Hence,
the:questiena with which he ﬁa8~main13,eonaernad will
be our maln toplcs of diadussiemﬁﬁe.gsg‘ﬁh@ idea of
God, the nature and need of Man, and ﬁh@}ﬁature and
work of Christ. |
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1. Idea of

fﬁhryagatam's‘idea of 65d crith@.aadhaad must be
~gathered from statements scattered throughout his
wﬁitings. "It 1is e#iﬁant'fram‘these that he acecepted
the Nicene decree (of 325 A.D.) on the nature and re-
latian of the te»f;a&.l ,
| , Ia his ﬂiscauraes against the aontemporary her-
esies se disparaged the arrogance of those sophists
’  who‘élaimad to aémprehend the Deity. Chrysostom
hnmbly‘aeknawlsdgéd in his mind that the essence of
l\Géd was beyond our aancept;oﬁa, and knowable tg the
‘Son eﬁly.s Yet in faith 6n9 was ab&e tb fécognize
the existenee and partial nature of God through His
attributes which we exparisnoe in aommnnion with
Him,4

Threughaut his hnmiliea on the Gospel of Jahn,
Ghryaostam refers to the fcllowing attributas. Pre-
exiatenoe, Unchangﬁableaass, Indefectiblaness, Gmni-
kpreaence, All Sufficiency, aniniteness, Majesty,
Personalty and Loving Kindneas.4
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2. ﬁatux*e' of H"m‘

; Let us aansidsr th&n his expesition of mants
na%ure. Ghrysastam, unlikevtha,magerity of the
Greek fathers, held to a twofold nature of man, body
and soul. He indicates that the spirit is a super-
humen quality imperted to us by the Holy spirit.’
"Por neither body nor soul in itself, if it re-~
ceive not the impulse which is fram ahove, is
able to achieve anything good or noblé.....8o
that on all hands we must have the Spirit on
handee.o.Thus, the scul and the flesh belong
to things indifferent, since each mey bacoms
either the one or the other. But the Spirit
belongs to things goag, and in no time becom-
eth any other thing." ' , - T
Men, when first created;, came forth p&re and
holy in the imsge of God to enjoy a nobler dignity
than the one to which the fall lowered him. The
cause of men's fall was hls own weakness and indo-
lent negligence, and with it he became deprived of
that immortality and divine wisdom with which he had
previously been gifted; but his nature was not essen-

tially changed, it was only weskened. Evil 1s not an
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integral part of man; it is not an inherent substan-
tial force; it is the moral purpose’which is perverted
when men sin, If man's will was not unfettered there
would be no merit in goodness and no blame in evil.
There is no constraint either to holiness or to sin at
birth. However, through moral negligence humanity fol~
lows in the trodden path of its forefathers yielding
to appetites which may eventuate in acts of evil.
"Nothing is sin when it arises from necessity, but
all sin rises from wantonness. God has not so
framed man's nature as that he should have any
neceasity to sin, since were this the case, there
would be no such thing as punishment. We our-
selves exact no account of things done of necessi-
ty and by constraint, much less would God, 8o
full of mercy and loving kindness."l
Chrysostom would thus readily allow the ex-
' pressions "hereditary tendency to éin", “heréditary
1iability to the punishment of death", but he shrinks
from the expression "hareditarj gin". That he exag-
gerated his emphasis on man’s;freédém of will was
quiﬁe natursl for a preaeher4af moral righteocusness
who lived in an age when the Manichean doctrine of
necessity was so prevalent and popular. They held

that man was abandoned to the dominion of devils or
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to an irresistible course of fate.® To counteract the
éisastraas'affacta‘af such a demoralizing philosophy,
which surrendered the will to the current of the
passions, it was necessary to maintain very resolute-
1y the essential freedom of the will and to insist on
man's moral responsibility to live uprightly. '

Urgently as Chrysostom, in his desire to stimu~
late self exertion and strengthen the moral 1ife, in-
sists on the absolute freedom of the will, he main-
tains no less clearly the insufficiency of man's
nature to embrace the Christian 1ife without Divine
assistance. (See Homily 12) No one has described in
more forcible language the powerful grip of sin upon
the hnman nature. Sin for him is a terrible pit, a
’cgrrupting plagué, a binding tyrant from which the
soui migt flee to‘Ged for réfuge.e This process of
coming té God involves the co-efficlents of God!'s
grace and man's volition bringing about man's cleliv—
erance from sin. And this brings us to Chrysostom's
doctrine of salva;iaﬁ. ;
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5.,&&&&?3 of Salvgtian

Ghrysostom's daatrine af justifieation is natural~
ly colored by his ethies. Haintaining, as he did, that
the corruption of man's nature consisted in a weskneas
of the moral purpose, his exhortations were directed
rather to inculcate energetic action, a gradusl précess
of improvement of the person by the ald of Divine grace.
He does not discard the 1dea of the atonement for he ac-
cepted the traditional doctrine of a debt diséharged, a
ransom paid, and a sacrifice offered up once for all.l
Thus he explains St. Paul's statement that "by one man's
disobedience many were made sinners"? as meaning merely
that they became liable to the punishment of death, l.s.
mortality which he exhibits rather as a necessary cén-
sequence than as s punishment strictly so called; and
he goes on to show that humenity has gained more than
it lost by the fall on account of the moral discipline
supplied by our present life and the restoration of im-
mortality in Christ.® Christ's death was equivalent to
the death of all.
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1. Chrysostom, Homily 17, Hebrews, "Nicene and Post-
Hicene Fathers", Vol. 14, p. 447.

2. Chrysostom, Homily 10, Remane, "Nicene and Post-
Nicene Fathars" Vol. 11, p. 402.

3, Chrysostom, Homily 17, H@brews, "Nicene and Post-
Nicene Pathers", Vol. 14, p. 449.
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- In one place he definitely compares the atone-
ment to the act of a king who givés nis son to dle in
the place of & }aanaiz; end together with the death
transfers the liabllity from the one to the other.l
But even here there is no emphasls on the substitu-
tionary idea, no attempt to explain or justify the
arrangement; it occurs simply(as part of an appeal
for gratitude towards the Father snd the Son who have
shown so much love for us. The paiht of the appeal
in preaching would be juat'the same if the death were
supposed to apefate only through the gratitude which
it excites.

This gracious example of (od's love’for‘us
should instill a faith and integrity in us to appro-
priaté His free gift in Christ. Feith thus becomes
our initisl instrument by which we embrace (God's sal-
vation and attain unto true righteousness. |

"This is why we are called faithful," says Chrys-
ostom, "that having left the weakness of the
human reasoning {(which is from beneath) we may
ascend to the height of faith, and commit most
of our blessings to her teaching. And 1f Hico-

demus had done this, the (new birﬁh);gould not
have been thought by him impossible."
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l. Rashdall, Hastings, "The Ides of the Atonement in
Christian Theology™, p. 243.

2. Chrysostom, Homily 25, John, "Nicene and Post~=
Nicene Fathers", Vol. 14, p. 87.



 Nevertheless he constantly insists that 1t is
the favor of God éloné‘which, in the end, bestows
‘salvation on us. Faiéh'ahd géod'werks are necessary
conditions, but not effieient causes of salvation.

.~ "We look in vain in Chrysostom's writings®, says

~ Schaff, "for the Augustinisn and Calvinistic
‘doetrines of a double predestination, total

‘ depravity, heredity guilt, irresistible grace,
perseverance of saints, or for the ILutheran
theory of forensic and solifidien justification.
He teacthes that God foredrdained all men to
holiness and salvation, and that Christ died
for all and is both willing and able to save
all, but not against thelr will and without
‘their free consent. The véssels of mercy were
prepared by God unto glory, the vessels of
‘wrath were not intended by God, but fitted by
their own sin, for destructien. The will of
man though injured by the Fall, has still the
power to accept or to reject the offer of sal-
vation. It must first obey the Divine call.
When we have begun'’, he says, in commenting on
John 1:38, 'when we have gent our will before,
then God gives us abundant opportunities of sal-~
vation.! In other words, God helps those who
help themselves. 'When God sees us eagerly pre-
pare for the contest of virtue, He instantly

- supplies us with His assistance, lightens our
1aberaﬂana strengthens the weakness of our na-
‘hux*e'- ’ ‘

It was, no doubt, this trustful dapendence af
Chrysostom on Divine grace, coupled with nhis firm
eonviction of the free capacity af man to turn to

God, which enabled him to proclaim all his messages
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on Christian holiness in such a singularly confident

and triumphent manner.
4. Efficacy of Sacraments

In regard to Ghryncstomfs view of the sacraments
as they related to salvation he would have us observe
their spiritual grace. He certainly considered bap-
tism to be more then a symbol of dedication or initi-
ation into the Christian Covenant. It included a
moral renovation brought about through the new union
of the soul with the indwelling Holy Spirit.

"Phis then is God's work in us", he says on John

1:12. "To have beem born the mystical birth,

and to have been cleansed from all our former

sins, comes from baptism; but to remain for the

future pure, never again after this to admit

any stain, belongs bo our own power and dili-

gence in the perseverance of godliness."l

It 1s the recasting of the vessel in the refining
furnace to renew it completely but yet to again expose
it to the corroding atmosphere. The virtue bf'ﬁaptism"
1s effectual at the time, but the grace then given is
as a trust to be carefully guarded, a talent employed
in Divine usury until the psffeat day. In ons piaqe
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1. Chrysostom, Kamily 10, Jahn,'"ﬂicene and Post=-
Hicene Fathsra" Vol. 14, p. 37.
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Chrysostom contrasts the baptism of the Jews, of John
the Baptist, and of Jesus Christ.
"phe first was only s cleansing of the body from
ceremonial defllements, the second was s means
of enforcing an exhortation to repentance, the

-third was aceompanied by remission of sins: 1t

releases and purges the soul {rom sin, and gives

a supply of the Holy Spirit."

In relation to the Lord!s Supper Ghryaostam held
that there 1s connected with it three dominant ideas:
a sacrifice, a presence of Christ, and a reception of
Christ. This sacrament he calls the mysteries by
which Christ communicates His redemptive body and
blood to us in order that we may continue partakers
of His salvatian.g In Chrysostom's church the Holy
Communion was administered every day, and he wished
all to partake of it as often. In contending that
the sserificlal cup and bread has become for the
true believer the blessing of Christ's presence of
which we pariske, he says:

"Phis which is in the cup is that which flowed
from His side, and of that we do partake. While
we recount over the cup the unspeskable merciles
of God and all that we have been made partakers
of, so draw we near to Him, and communicate glv-
ing Him thanks that He hath delivered from error
the whole race of mankind. The bread which we
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1. Chrysostom, Homilies 11 and 12, Matthew, "Nicene
and Post-Nicene Fathers", Vol. 10,
pp. 87-79.

2., Chrysostom, Homlly 47, John, "Nicene and Post-
Nicene Fathers", vol. 14, p. 169.
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bresk, is it not a communion of the Body of
Christ? Because he intended to express some-
thing more and to point out how close was the
union; in that we communicate not only by par-
ticipating and partsking, but also by being
united. For as that body is united to Christ,
so are we united to Him by this bread, etc."l

It must be confessed that Chrysostom's language
is strong, in many instances bordering on the doc-
trine of transubstantiation or at least consubstan-
tiation. But these expressions are not to be strained
up to the letter when taken out of flights of rheto-
riec in a popular discourse. The design of Chrysostom
was 1o give a sélemn idea of the dignity of the sacra-
ment, and to awsken the reverence and heighten the de-
votion of the receivers. On worthily receiving the
Sacrament, he advises:

"Let us then in everything believe God.......Thus
in the mysteries also, not looking at the things
set before us, but keeping in mind His saying,
'This is my body!. For Christ hath given noth-
ing sensible, but though in things sensible yet
all to be perceived by the mind......For if thou
hadst been incorporeal, He wuld have delivered
thee the incorporesl gifts bare; but because the
soul has been locked up in a body, He delivers
thee the things that the mind perceives, in
things sensible.,....Let then no one approach it
with indifference, no one faint-hearted, but all
with burning hearts, all fervent, all aroused...
With each one of the falthful doth He mingle Him-
gelf in the mysteries, and whom He begat, He
nourishes by Himself, and putteth not out to
another; by this also persuading thee again, that
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1. Chrysostom, Homily 24, 2rd Corinthians, "Nicene and
Post-Nicene Fathers", Vol. 12, p. 141.
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He‘had taken thy flesh. Let us then not be re-

Both of love and homer.nt Y OF B9 MRS
, We are not aware in any of the &ritings of Chrys-
ostom on this subject, that he held the elements in
the Lord's Supper to be literally the'body'and vlood
of Jesus as tﬁe view 1s held in later creeds. In his
sagerness to exalt the sacrament he did, however, use
extravagant language so that the particlipant would be
drawn from the visible objects at -the Lords table to

the spiritual meaning of thé Communion.
5., Reward and Punishment

Attention should be called to Chrysostom's doc-
trine on reward and punishment before elosing this
éhapter, inasmuch as his eschatological hopes ent-
ered prominently into his exhortations to fervent
Christian 1iving. On the basis of Seriptural passa-
ges he points to the final consummation of this age
when a literal coming of the Lord shall take place.
. "If He is about to descend, on what account

shall we be caught up? PFor the sake of honor.

For when a king drives into a city, those who

are in honor go out to meet him; but the con-
demned awalt the judge within. As the Pather
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1. Chrysostom, Homily 82, Matthew, "Nicens and Post~
Nicene Fathers", Vol. 10, pp. 495-406.
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;ﬂreeeived ‘the Son into the elouds (Acts 1:9) so
the Son will recelve the worthy children who
are caught up into the clouds at His coming.
And what is more b}esse& than all, so we shall
ever be with Him,™

He sets forth the glerieg of the haavsnly citi-
zenship and the privileges of the redeemed. 2 He gd*
moniéhss his audiénca to obsy the Gospel in view of
its consequential recompense or ratriﬁutiau.s It is
inherent in the soul to hope for a glorious hereafter
just as it is premonitory with the soul that there is
Ha hell to shun. PFor God has so implanted that idea
‘in us, that no one'can ever be ignorant of 1it,

"Therefore", says Chrysostom, "let us bs invited
to virtue by the prospect of the kingdom. PFor
‘he indeed who 1s exceedingly virtuous is induced
neither by fear nor by the rewards of the king-
dom, but for Christ's sake alone, ss was the case
with Paul. Let us, however, even thus consider
the blessings of the kingdom, the miseries of
hell, and thus regulate and school ourselves; let
us in this way bring ourselves to the things that
are to be practiced, When you see anything good
and greast in the present life, think of the king-
dom, and you will consider it as nothing. When
you see anything terrible, think of hell, and you
will deride it. When you are possessed by carnal
~desire, think of the fire, think also of the
pleasure of sin itself, that it is nothing worth,
that 1t has not even pleasure in it. For if the
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1. Chrysostom, Homily 8, Thessslonians, "Nicens and
: Post~Nicense Fathers", Val. 13, p. 2586.
2. Chrysostom, Homily 1, Matthew, "Wicene and Post=-
Nicene Fathers", Vol. 10, ps 7o
3 Ghryso&tem, Homily 6, Hebrews, "Nicene and Post~-
ﬁicens Pathers", Vol. 14, p. 396.
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fear of the lawsg that are enacted here has so

great power as to withdraw us from wicked ac-

tions, how much more should the remembrance of
things future, the vengeance that is immortal,
the punishment that is everlasting. If the
fear of an earthly king withdraws us from so
many evili, how much more the fear of the King

Eternal."

We may readily see the psychological effect of
such teaching on the ethical life of Chrysostom!s
congregation. It stimulated them not alone to flee
eternal wrath, but also to consecrate their lives by
purgative methods so that they might be fit candi-
dates for the hsavenly dwelling place. A heslthy
measure of reverential fear and devoted love thus
combined as motlves toward the high incentive of
fulfilling the law of Christ.

It appeared to the moral zeal of Chrysostom an
object of highest importance to deprive man of every
ground of excuse for falling to put forth moral ef-
fortas., His field of practical labors at Antioch and
Constantinople encouraged and promoted in him this
bent of mind; for in these great cities he found many

who, in the weakness of human nature and under the
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l. Chrysostom, Homily 2, Thessalonians, "Nicene and
Post-Nicene Fathers", Vol. 13, p. 382.
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full sway of Satan, sought grounds of excuse for
their deficiencies in practical Ghristianitya‘
Thase mptivea, fr§m~wiihin and fram without, hﬁd no
small inflﬁence in giving direction to the develép~
ment of Chrysostom's theologilcal arguments as pre-
gsented in his homilies. He &as deeply conéieted
with the feeling of the need of redemption for his
audience and of their need of fellowship in a high-
er’life with Christ. Consequently he emphasized
the force of the above doctrines primsrily with”a
view to their immediaste spiritual conversion énd
'permanent bleasing. How far these doctrines were
successful in attaining the end sought is abundant-
lj‘éﬁééh in ihérgreat hérvéét of soﬁls known as the
“Johannites"l which were the spiritual‘ahildren of

the eloquent soul winner, John Chrysostom.
¢. Summary

Ve have endeavored to show in this chapter that
Chrysostom's succesg as a preacher was largely due

to his splendid scholastic preparation and achieve-

[ EEEREA SN EEENFENERENEEEEERES

1. Socrates, op. cit;, Chapter 18, p. 151.
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ments.

Chrysostom's extant works are more voluminous
then those of any ctherKChgreh Father and written
on a wide range of subjects. When we consider that
" these writings are only a small portion of his com=-
plete works, and this literature only one aspect of
his many eeclasiasticai duties we sre amaged at the
attainments of this prodiglious worker.

' His place of pre-eminence in the school of An~
tloeh won for him the title of "flower of the Anti-
ochian School" and its "most 3llustrious representa-~
tive". His sound opinions carried weight in the de-
cisions of the Church Councils for succeeding gen-

| e?aﬁiOHS?%

‘if was, however, as an exegetical scholar that
Chrysostom deserves speclal mention. His method of
dealing with the divine Word is characterized by
sound grammatical end historical prineciples and the
healthy common sense of approach, introduced by his
tutor, Diodorus. In the treatment of texts he sought
to discover the intended meaning of the author by a
careful understending of the passage and its relation

to its context.
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Chrysostom might well be called a Biblical the-
ologian. He considered it of primary importance to
know the sSeriptures. His expository warks,'being
chiefly hamiietiq,gdealt with doctrines in their
practicsl application to life. He 1laid great stress
on free will and the cooperation of the human will
with Biviné grace in the work of salvation. Yet he
was always megnifying the personal work of Christ
through the Holy Séirit.

Dargan relates these admirable gifts of Chrysos-
tom to Christian preaching in the following resume:

"On the basis of such a character as this, the
more properly oratorical virtues naturaslly and
safely rested. The nameless oratorical in-

gstinct~-the way to say here and now the thing
that ought to be said, the scute readiness to
turn the hap of the moment to account - this
was his. Command of language, wealth of mate-
rial, abundance and fitness of illustration,
fine imaginative and descriptive powers -
these too were hig. Add to all this a wonder-

- ful knowledge of the Bible and of human nature

- and of the art of applying the teachings of
one to the needs of the other, and the splendid
equipment of a live and mighty preacher stands
confessed. Students of his sermons and of his
life unite in a chorus of well deserved praise
of his oratory, but none has sald a finer thing

- of him ‘then hls pupil and friend, John Cassian:
iHe kindlg& his zeal in the bosom of his Re-
deemer? . o . ~
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CBAPTER VI

THE LEGACY OF CHRYSOSTOM TO CHRISTIAR
PREACHING AS INTERPRETER OF SCRIPTURE

The most important factor which contributed to
Chrysostom's preeminence as a preacher was undoubte
edly his expository method. The morsl earnestness
and elevating plety of the speaker were merely sup-
plements to the mighty impact of the Word through
~his skillful presentstion. The position held by
Chrysostom in the history of exegesis is therefore
quite original. He was the initiator of the practi-
cal historical method of interpretation. This
School maintains that "Christianity can never sep-
arate 1tself from its historical basis on the Reli-
gion40f Israel; the revelation of God in Christ can-
not be divorced from the earlier revelation on which
our Lord built."l Hence it 1s significant that he
was the first to employ the term "Bible"™ (ta Biblia)
unifying the various manuscripts of Holy Writ into
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1. Smith, Robertson, "The 0ld Testament in the Jewish
Chureh®, Preface, p. 7.
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one library of saered revalationul

The qusstien then as to the relation of the 0ld
Testament to the New was not one merely of apecula-
tive interest., There is an inherent unity through-
‘out, though not neeéssarily a common uniformity.
The later and more perfect Covenant exceeds the form-
er one in glory of realization.

In commenting on the "better covenant" spoken of
in Hebrews B:6, Chrysostom says: |

"Thou seest (he means) how much better is the one

ministration than the other, if one an exsm-
ple and type, and the other reality."”

As The 0ld Testament

The 0ld Testament is the revelation of God, since
the Holy Spirit speaks through the tongue of the law
giver and the prophet. It belongs to the Son as well
as the Pather. Thervefore Chrysos tom maintains that
Christianity is not an emergency plan, or afterthought
to correct the failings of Godfs origiﬁal plan. Thers
is one body of faithful believers in all times, the
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1. Chrysostom, Homily 9, Colossians 5 16, "Nicene and
" -~ Post~Nicens Fathers", Vol. 13, p. 300.
Also Homily 8, 2nd Timathy, "Nicene and
Post-Nicene Fathers", p. 507.
2. Ghrysoatcm, Homily 14, on Hebrews 8:6, "Nicene and
Post-Nicene Fathers", Vol. 14, p. 434.
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bond of which is the knowledge of Christ. As between
the writérs, go also between thelr writings there is
a kinship, and 8t. Paul may use the words of Isaiah
with enlarged meaning for his own day. There is a:
oneness of purposse which binds tagether both cove-
nants, namely, the transformetion of fallen mankind
to the rightecusness of God. This is the contention
of Chrysostom in his remasrks on St. Paul's sermon at
Antioch:

"Por nelther the 0ld Testament proofs seemed 80
cogent when taken by themselves as they are in
this way, nor yet the latter testimonies apart
from the former: wherefgie He mskes them mutu-
ally confirm each other.

Starting from this fundamental conception, we
pass on to notlce Chrysostom's principles of inter-
pretation by which he made the Word of God a living
force in his preaching. "God speaks to man in mant's
own sphere‘of‘understanding." Ag in the historical
Imearnatianlgha Eternal Word becasme flesh and dwelt
émang us, sciin the Bible, the glory df God clothes
itself in thé famillar garment of human thought and
humen langaage.B{See Homily 5, Matthew 1:22,23)
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1. Chrysostom, Homily 28, Acts, "Nicene and Post-
Nicene PFathera", Vol. 11, p. 183.

2. Chrysostom, Homily 5, Matthew, "Hicene and Post~
Nicene Fathers", Vol. 10, pp. 31-36,
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Thias method of revelation on God's part lays a corres-
ponding duty on man. Thus man must act upon his appre-
henslon of truth with all gratitude, caring not to ven-
ture beyond his powers of reasoning with things too
high for human understanding.

"The key to the whole position of Divine revela-
tion according to Chrysostom", says Chase,"may perhaps
be said to lie in two propositions:

l. God educates the human race towards the great
consummation after His likeness, But all edu-
cation must be graduasl: 1t knows nothing of
sudden and isolated starts.

2. God would bring out of every state of mankind
the highest acts, the highest service both to
Himself and to Hls creatures, which the stage
of education attained to by man admits."

"Tthus the morality which is commanded by God, if
tried by the absolute standard, may be defective, yet
relatively it will be perfect."l That it is within
our comprehension and reach, Chrysostom malntains in
comparing its excellencies over that of an obscure
Greek phlleosophy. He says:

"But our lessons are not such; rather Christ hath
taught us what 1ls just, and what 1s seemly, and
what is expedient, and all virtue in general,
comprising 1t in few and plain words......ss.And

these things even to a laborer, md to a servant,
and to a wldow woman, and to a very child, and
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to him that appeareth to be exceedingly slow of
understanding, are all plain to comprehend and
easy to learn. For the lessons of the truth
are like this;land the actual results bear wit-
ness thereto."™ ‘ '
- This accounts for the practice of Ghrysastam‘in
expounding a portion of ths Scriptures week after
week so that gradually his congregation might come

to the knowledge of the truth.

l. History

The typleal character of the histor’ies of the
0ld Testament was very distinctly recognizeé by the
Antiochian Expositor as it must also be frankly met
by every logical preacher. Passages of different |
spirit require different interpretations. ‘Ghryaos~"
tom's belief on this point was a leading character-
istic of his exegesis, and removed him at once "from
a servile worship of the letter", and, on the other
hand, "from the strange vagaries of the allegorists.”
He points out three classes of passages or phrases
which require as many different kinds of interpreta-

tion.
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"l1. Some passages must be interpreted literally.
2. Some must be interpreted in s differenit sense
to that which lies on the surface, as with
the words, !'The wolf also shall dwell wiﬁh

the lembt.

3. Yot again others must be taken in a twofold
sense. We must apprehend that which is ac-
tual and historieal: we must interpret the
spiritual meaning, as in the case of the fig-
urative history of Isaac. We know the fact
that Abraham's son was offered up, but there
is something distinet from this, latent in

the conception, which we gather from th?
words~-His Son~~and this is the Cross."

Chrysostom affirms that there are rules by which
we may test these classes of interpretation. Q@General-
ly speaking, they will accord wlth other portions of
Seripture, for Seripture invariably interprets itself.

2. Prophecy

Chrysostom held an exalted view of the prophet
of the Divine Oracles. The prophet is first of all a
preacher, a present moral power. ¥Yet he is more, for
he holds unique relatlions with God. He is the Provi-
dential Interpreter of God with a Divine afflatus mov-
ing him to speak truth of which he himself 1s not al-

ways c.ognizant.z Thegse four main Canons of Interpreta-
“o-ivulvuon waueiknn& ovoa’oc‘o‘co'

1. Chrysostom, Homily on Genesis {Quoted by Chase, op.
- cits, p. 69 If. )
2. Chrysostom, Homily 8, Thsssalanians,‘“ﬁicene and
Post~Nicene Fathers", Vol. 13, p. 385.
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tion, with one illustration of each, will Serve'to show

»What,seems to be implied in Chrysostom!s treatment of

the Prophetic. Books. ,They«are-as-follcws:l

"l. The use of a passage of the 0ld Testament in
the tesching of our Lord or of the writers of
the Hew Tesbament is decisive as to its pro-
phetic character and measning.®

This is i1llustrated in the correlative passa~-
ges: Psalm 118:22 with Matthew 21:42, or
that of Issiah 7:14 with Matthew 1:23.

tPor think not, saith He, that these things
are now geterminea upon; they were prefigured
of old.'®(Homily 5, Matthew 1:23) .

"2. A prophecy at times lies imbedded, having an
apparent but no real connection with its con-
text on either side."

The parenthetic propheey in Isaish 7:14-16 is
a notable example of this rule.

"3, Prophecy uses familiar names as indicating in
' cypher its true subjects.”

Genesis 49:10 is one instance of many in the
‘Sceriptures which apply to this rule. Chrysos-
tom accounts for the apparent obscurity of the
prophets by reason of the animosity among the
jealous Jewish priests againat one who might
digsplace them. : ‘

”4; The prophecias of the 01& Testameht interﬁret~
. ed thus afford a solid foundation for az super-
structure of distinctively Ghristian'doctrine.“

Chrysostom prefaees his expesition of Psalm
119 with slmost the same words with which he
introduces the great Christological passage in
Philippians. Also in Psalm 8 he interprets in
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‘Messlasnic Character the exaltation of the na-

ture of Christ as the recipient of children's
‘pralse, the Creator of the heavens and human
nature, and thareiq;a‘oﬂ an equality with Ged.

These principles applied in preaching could not

help but convince the hearer of the co-~ordinate plan
of God throughout the Holy Seripture to encompass the

aalvation of m@n.

Bs The ﬁaw{?astament
1. The Gqspels

It 18 interesting to note that Chrysostom's ap-
praisal of the Gospels ag to nature and harmony stands
today as}the general concensus of apinion,’with the
exception of very minor changes. This is certainly a
tribute to his spiritusl Insight and praeticael inter-
pretation.

He begins by saying that Truth is the fundamental
aim of all the Gospel narrators. An&.alose adherence
to;all‘the facts accounts for the differences of detall
brought out by the four Evangelists, His explanation
for this seeming eentraaictien‘iavgiven in the follow-
ing passage: | |

"What then? Was not one evangelist sufficient to

tell all? One indeed was sufficient, but if

there be four that write, not at the same times,

nor in the same places, neither after having met
together and conversed one with another, and then
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they speak all things as it were out of one mouth,
this becomes a very great demonstration of the
truth."l
Thus the unity or want of unity must not be eatimated
by the number of the writers, but by the oneness or
the divergence of what they say.
"For clearly the four Gospels are One Message.
Though the persons of the writers differ, the
grace of _the Spirit which moved the soul of each
1s one."?
Of this unanimity there are to the mind of Chrysostom
two great external witnesses, the universal acceptance
of the Gospels by believers, and the recognition of
its various parts by the enemies of the truth. Again
he reminds us that variation in statement must be dis-
tinguished from cantradicticn.s |

In connection with interpretation, 1t is worth
while to observe what Chrysostom has to say on the
Lord's miracles in general. The mirscles of the Gos~
pel do not stand slone, though thelr profusion is in
contrast with the paucity of those in the time of the
Prophets. The wonders of old time, says Chrysostom,

were wrought mainly to draw proselytes to Israel, or
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1. Chrysostom, Homily 1, Matthew, "Hicene and Post~
Nicene Pathers", Vol. 10, pp. 2-3.

2. Chrysostom, Ibid., p. 8.

3. Chrysostom, Ibid., pp. 3~4.
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to overawe in Egypt or in Babylon an imparioua con-
queror. Yet some, as, for example, the éigns‘in'the
wilderness, were for the sske of the Israelltes alone.
"For with ourselves alsa, when we were coming
forth from error, many maervels were shown. Af-
terwards, when true religion was planted every-
where, they ceased. HMiracles since then have

been few and far between. Yet even in our gen-
eration they still are possible,."l

The miracles of the Gospel fall under a general
law of God's working. They point to Christ as the
world's Creator and Sustainer. They are the tangilble
proofs of the Lord's victorlons contest in the spirit-
ual region, the credentiasls of Christ the Redeemer.
But the Lord's miracles were not wrought at random.
They had constant reference to the moral state of
those around Him. Prophecles and teasching influenced
the more faithful; signs the duller minds, 8till to
those whom the teaching won, signs gave new steadfast-
ness. Even the disciples were educated by miracles.

"For as in His teaching (the disciples) heard not
all in common with the multitude, 8o in the case
of the miracles they saw them not all with the
mass of people, since it was needful that they
who were sbout to receive in charge the presi-
dency of the world, should have somewhat more
than the rest. And what sort of miracles, salth

someone, saw they by themselves? The Transfigura-
tion on the mount; this (walking) on the sea, and
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1. Chrysostom, Hamily 4, Matthew, "Nicene and Post-
Nicene Fathers", Vol. 10, p. 20.
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those after the Resurrection, which are many and
important. "l

Numsreus'illushraéiéna may be cited from Chrysos-

tom's preaching in which he seta forth the spiritual

values derived from the Master's use of miracles. His

‘reasonable explanation of them was readiiy accepted by

the congregation. The fbllbwing prinﬁiplés employed

in the @xposition,cf Hatthew 9:1, 2, are typical of

Chrysostom's method of interpretation:

1.

2.
Se

4.
b.
6o
7

8,

2

He first identifies the particular miracle by
distinguishing it from every other ocecasion to

"safeguard against seeming discrepancies.

Hg next reviews the exact working of the mira~
cle.

He confirms its credlibility by reference to
8inilar miracles cited elsewhere in the Bible.

He calls attention to the omniscience of Jesus
who 1s able to read the thoughts of thﬁ accus~-
ing seribes.

He observes the earnest saving faith of the

palsied man over against the unbelief of the

bystanders.

He points out the more gracious gift bestowed
upon the infirm man who had asked for healing
and was of fered forgiveness.

He shows how Jeaus canceals his d&elaration of
Deity by saying "Thy sins be forgiven thee",
rather than "I forgive thee thy sins",

Again ha points out that Jesus discloses His

authority more clearly to the group. "But

that ye may know that the Son of Man hath power
on earth to forgive sins."
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1. Chrysostom, Homily 43, Johnié“ﬁieene and Post-Nicene

Pathers™, Vol. s+ Ds 5e

2. Chrysostom, Homily 29, Matthew, "Nicene and Post-
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9. "He hath authority", says Chrysostom, identi-
fles the Son's equality with the Father.

¢
10. By the physical healing, Chrysostom claims
proof is given of the divine blessing.

1l. The question bidding the comparison between

physiecal and spiritual Chrysostom suggests
to support the Deity of Jesus and to exalt
H

L

12« The healed man 1s sent home to testify before
"~ those who wers acquainted with hls infirmity
that he has been restored.
The principles of definition, observation, correlation
and authentication, so common in Chrysostom!s inter-
pretation of s passaage, are shown to a good advantage
in the above approach.

Chrysostom reconciles meny inconsistencies by
recognizing the use of interpolation in the Scriptural
records. He appears to be the earliest Greek Father
in whose writings their presence as such can be tracedﬂ'

Chrysostom!s treatment of the parables recorded
by the Evangelists is deserving of brief notice since
they agaln display his sane spiritual interpretation
for practical ends. He held that the Lord by means of
parables could place Himself on a common level with the

understanding of Hls hearers. He could unfold truth

which, when presented in parsbolic form, was less an-
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1. Chase, F.H., p. 132 (Quotation from Westcott & Hort, )
{"Notes on Select Readings", p.77)
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tagonistic though just as specifie and condemnatory in
the‘presenqevqf‘ﬁis enemies. Christ wished at once to
give vividness and distinctness to His words, and to
infuse into His teaching a more pleasant savor, that
it might be more abiding. As to the maia-scope of the
parables, he says they were intended to concesl the
truth before the despiteful and to allow the hungry,
- earnest soul "to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of
Heaven. Also that He may make His discourse more
vivid, and fix the mémery of it in them more perfect-
ly, and bring the things before their sight. All
Christ's parables aim at producing virtue shewn forth
in works. For of doectrines He seldom speaks."l
This statement is signifieant in revealing Chryas-
ostom's own motive of preaching which he also attri-
butes to Christ; the fact that virtue and not ortho-
doxy was the one lesson enforced by the most charac-
teristic portion of the Lord's teaching. In his own
homilies Chrysostom mskes frequent digression from
| some passsge of Scripture to emphasize its ethiecal
1mplieat1¢n,g Notwithstanding this, he is conserva-

1. Chrysostom, Homily 44, Matthew, "Nicene and Post=-
 HNicene Fathers", Vol. 10, p. 28l.
2. Chrysostom, Homily 42, John, "Nicene and Post-
Nicene Fathers", Vol. 14, p. 154.



tive in his me thod of interpreting the parables, i.s.,

"And as I am always saying, the parables must not
be expleined throughout word for word, since many
absurdities will follow; this even He (Christ)
Himself is teaching us here in thus interpreting
this parable.....s.The saying is a parable;when
we have learnt the object for which it was com=-
posed (we are) to reap this, ang not busy our-
gselves asbout anything further."+ .

A typical illustration of Chrysostom's treatment
of the parsbles in preaching is his summary of the
spiritual lesgons in Matthew, the 15th Chapter, in
whiech he says:

"geest thou how many are the ways of destruction?

By the rock, by the thorns, by the wayside, by

the tares, by the net. Not without reason,
therefore, did He say "Broad 1s the way that
leadeth to destruction, and many there be which
go.away by 1t."2

In other words, he combines the central teachings
of these parables to show that they enforce some sig-

nificant doctrinal truth.
2. The Acts of the Apostles

In turning to the work on the "Book of the Acts",
whigh{bears Chrysostom's name, we find a very helpful

and practical exposition on the Person and work of the
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1. Chrysostom, Homily 47, Matthew, "Nicene and Post-
Nicene Pathers", Vol. 10, pp. 292-294

2. Chrysostom, Homily 64, Matthew, "Nicene and Post~
Wicene Fathers", Vvol. 10, p. 394.
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Holy Spirit in the life of the Apostles. This he
',-cailsf"ﬁ QemQQStratian of the Resurrection"l by
whiéh the teaching and work of the risen Ghriét‘is
contiﬂued through His Spirit empowered folléwers.

Due to his arduous 1aborsw§s Patriaréh[in_a‘time of
crisié, these expositions aré’nnt so full and firm,
nor of such high literaryiquality as most of Chrys-
ostom's homilles, ¥Yet we find them riech in allu-
gions to the customs and life of the metropolitan
city of Asie in that time. The general character of
the Book 1s admirably deseribed by Chrysostom in the
opening homily:

"The Gospels are a history of what the Christ did
and sald; the Acts of what the other Comforter
sald and did, not but that the Spirit did many
things in the Gospels also; even as Christ here

~in the Acts still works in men as He did through
the Temple, now through the Apostles."2
The Preacher, as he traces out the story of their

‘work, emphasizes the Providentlal ordering of every
detail, which shows that the whole history is the sure
proof of a Divine eeanqmy.‘kxar;instance, on the pass~
age, Acta 10:44~-48, Chrysostom points out the super-

natural order of events. Then he goes on to explailn
‘ﬂ?ﬁ@!ﬁ"!b'ﬂi‘&t?‘..n

1. @hﬁyséstam;'ﬁomily 1, Acts, "Nicene and Post-Nicene
Fathers", Vol. 11, p. 3.
2. Chrysostom, Ibi@,, Pe 7.
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that this peculiar arrangement of the gilft of the
Spirit before baptism waé given as an evidence to
Peter of the admissibillty of the household of Cor-
nelius, as well as of all the Gentiles. He remarks:

"Observe God's providential management. He does
not suffer the speech to be finished nor the
baptism to take place upon a commend of Peter,
but, when He has made 1t evident how admirable
their state of mind is, and s beginning is made
of the work of teaching, and they have belleved
that assuredly baptism 1s the remission of sins,
then forthwith comes the Spirit upon them. Now
this 1s done by God so disposing it as to pro-
vide for Peter a mighty ground of justification.™

"The two reasons which Chrysostom urges for the
study of the Acts are also the two chief grounds
upon which modern criticiam depends for establish-
ing not only the general trustworthiness of the
book, but also its authorship by Luke. They are
in substance: 1. The continuity of the history
as connected with the Gospels agnd, particularly,
coincidences of style, matter, and diction with
the third Gospel. 2. The remarkable undersigned
colneidences of statement between the Acts and
Pauline Episgles exclude the possibility of inter~
dependence.” ‘

These considerations demonstrate the gravity and
sound judgment with whieh Chrysostom analyzed the

character and purpose of these sacred writings.

3« The Pauline Epistles

The enthusiasm of awe 1s Chrysostom's approach to
an interpretation of the Pauline Epistles. He some-
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1. Chrysostom, Homily 24, Acts, "Nicene and Post-Nicene
Fathers", p. 155.
2. Stephens, W.R.W., op. cit., (note %) p. 2.



131,

times minimizes the héturai ability of Paul as a
scholar in attrihuting to him a auparhuman insight in-
to the divine mystery of revelation through the full
indwelling of the Hely Spirit. Perhaps, he is not so
far amiss in this view, on the baais of Paults own
testimony in which the Apostle discounts all his pre~
vious tralning and knowledge in comparison with the
glorious spiritusl enduement of which he is meade par-
taker in Christ.l
"To reveal His Son in me", says Chrysostom, "is
to signify that he had not only been instructed
in the faith by words, but that he was richly
endowed with the Spirit; that the revelation had
enlightened his whole soul, and that he had
~ Christ speaking within him. That which is from
- the faith of God, l.e. it too is given by God,
'~ This is the rightecusness of God; this 13 alto=
gether a gift. And the gifts of God far exceed

those wcrthleagzgoad deeds, which are due to our
own diligence. A

chevar, Ghrysastom*s view on these paints does

~<f nGt'prea1uéa him fram aarefully treating the human

',oharaetaristics ef the Epistlea. When an Epistle is

- taken in hand, the opening sermon eommonly-ferms a

‘ brief intraduetian to its aonﬁents.' ?hns the ques-

tiens sf date, place of writing, and motive af the

4 1etter are generally discusaed.5
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1. Chrysostom, Commentary on Galatians, "Nicene and
RTINS Post-Nicene Fathers", Vol. 13, p. 11,
2, Chrysostom, Homily 11, Philippians, "Nicene and
: Post~Nicene Fathers", Vol. 13, p. 235.
3. Chrysostonm, Hemily on Minor Pauline Epistles,
"Nicene and Post-Nlcene Fathers, Vol.
13, (8ee contents)
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In the details of exposition Chrysostom is care-
‘fdl to follow two main rules. The first rule is that

¥l. We must not examine the words as bare words,
else many absurdities will folleow, nor must
we investigate the language by itself, butb
we must mark the mind of the writer. Ex~
pression nakedly considered may easily prove
a snare and offense to many hearers. But if
the cause of it is subjoined, all will ap~
plaud and admire the spesker. ILet us then
inguire with the intention of Paul in this
writing, let us conslder his scope, and gen-
eral deportment towards the Apostles, that
we may arrive at his present meaning nl

He illustrates this by an allus;on to common
1ife in which he shows that in order to be valid,
- words must be symbols or expressions of intentions
according to the circumstance. Thus he maintains
that we must get an insight into the sentiment and
aim of the speaker, a rule which is today accepted
as the first maxim of sound exsgesis. His attempt
to élieit the Apostle'!s meaning and purpose in the
following passage is quite,represeﬁtative of Chrysosg-
tom's method throughout:

"often, when I have taken the Apostle into my
hands, and have considered this passage, I have
been at a loss to understand why Paul here
speaks 80 loftily: 'I have fought the good

fightt., But now by the Grace of God I seem to
have founayit out. For what purpose then does
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1. Chrysostom, Gemmsm;ary on é}alatians "Nicene and
?ost*ﬁieenﬁ Fathers", Vol. 13, p. 11l.
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‘he speak thus? He is desirous to console the
- despondency of his diseiple, and therefore bids
"~ him be of good cheer, since he was going to his
erown, having finished all his work, and ob-
tained a glorious end.

A good fight', he says, therefore do thou en-
gage in it. But is that a good fight where

there are imprisonment, chains and death? Yea,
he says, for it 1is fought in the cause of

Christ, and great crowns are won by it. There

1s no worthier than thls contest. This erowm

is without end. This is not of olive leaves.

It has not & human umplire. It has not men for
spectators. The theatre is crowded with angels."l

The second rule is little more than a speclal

application of the first, namely:

"2, That a close attention to the context will
illuminate a difficult parsgraph or phrase.”

By applicstion of this rule he refutes the argu-

ment held by some that the discourse in Pirst Corin-

thisns, seventh chapter, is intended for clergy only.2

These canons of iInterpretation lead us to expect a

constant effort on Chrysostom!s part to trace the

thread of thought end purpose which especlally in the

more argumentative passsges binds the several parts

into one integrated discourse. This he effects by

shbrt summariéa of the argument at the turning points
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1. Chrysostom, Homily 9, 2nd Timothy, "Nicene and

Post-Nicene Fathers", p. 51l.

2. Chrysostom, Homily 19, 1lst Corinthians, "Nicene

and Post-Nicene PFathers”, Vol. 12,
pe 105,
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of thoughts., Some very concrste and admirable illus-
trationa of this method are found in the homilies on
Romans .1

Chrysostom is never so happy in his exegesis’as
when he 1s tracing out the personal element éf the
Epistles. He rejoices to show how the great mlsslon-
arﬁ pastor variea his moods from self praise to irony,
from irony to severity, and in the midst of severity
a lc#ing entreaty. He reveals how 8t. Paul stops the
mouths of Judaizing offenders, how he raises the pen~
itent by his gentleness, and how with a dlseriminat-
ing wisdom he meets the varying needs of the different
Churches.? The explanation of Ghﬁysostom's power is
not far to seek. He was an expositor because he was
first of all a pastor. This keen realizatlon of the
meaning of his office, this tone and bent of his
mind, together ensbled him to diseiose with rare ap-
preciation the subtle delicacy of feeling which moulds
so much of St. Paul's~writings.

We have ﬁhus‘briefly reviewed Chrysostom's ap-
proach to the Holy Seriptures as far as he dealt with
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1. Chrysostom, Homily 13, Romans, "Nicene and Post-
Hicene Pathers™, Vol. 11, p. 428.

2. Chrysostom, Commentary on Galatians, "Nicene and
Post-Nicene Fathers'", Vol. 13 (See Dr.
Schaff's note, p. 48)
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them in his homilies. To formulate en elaborate work-
ing basis of Ghbyﬁaatam's~éxegatieal‘methnd has not
here been sttempted. Ve have endeavored to sumﬁarize
the main characteristics of the commentator as he
dealt with the main portions through various methods
of interpretation which show his contribution to mod~
ern day exegesis.

Against some obvious failings such as anachron-
ism, straining at too realistic interpretation, in
support of the Antiochian method, rhetorical flights
of verbosity, and perversion through love of combin-
ing different interpretations, we can set forth vir-
tues which far outweigh the faults of interpretation.
Foremost among these is Chrysostom!s love of and in~-
tegrity to the Holy Seriptures. Next he had a gen-
erous portion of common sense which he displayed in
daaliag with obscure pasaagés‘ Again his sympathy
with human 1life and the shifting currents of human
emotion enabled him to give powerful and delicate ex-
pression to the superhuman messages of the Divine
Book. But perhaps the crowning glory of Chrysostom
is his vigor =nd clearness as an expositor. There
‘.‘are exceptions, to be sure, but generally he brings
light and not darkness, order snd not confusion, in-

to the passage with which he deals. His was the pe-
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culiar powe‘i:- to draw aside vhatever vell appeared to
rest on obsecure phrases and to set them out in thelir
full significance of value. Through his work to the
Church of his own day, and that of later days, the
Gospel of Salvation has found in him & free and use-
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CHAPTER VIT
THE LEGACY OF CHRYSOSTOM TO CHRISTIAN
PREACHING AS BISHOP AND REFORMER

A. Induction into Office

Chrysostom had spent twelve eventful years as
Presbyter of Antloch during whiech time he literally
transformed the religlous atmosphere of the city.

He had labored zealously in diffusing the knowledge
of Christianity among every class of the community.
He was known and loved by all until he enjoyed the
highest reputation and the loftiest position which
it was possibles to rsaehvat Antioch. @Gladly would
the Presbyter have dedicated the remainder of his
days to the Church and community of which he had be-
come such an integral part, but apparently Providence
decreed it otherwise.l

The patriasrchal see of Constantinople, becoming
vacant shortly after the death of the Emperor
Theodosiusg, the cholce of hls successor Arcadius,
fell to the renowned Presbyter of Antioch. This was
due in part to the suggestion of the eunuch Eutroplus,
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l. Chrysostom, Homily 44, Acts, "Nicene and Post-
Nicene Fathers", Vol. 11, p. 271.
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‘who, upon visiting the city of Antloch, had been at-
tracted to Chrysostom's preaching while there. Jéhn's
eloguent preaching and popularity hed so impressed the
imperial agent that he determined to recommend Chrysos-
tom to the Emperor for the episcopal office. Socrates
informs us that the c¢lergy, as well as the people of
the imperial see, had selected Chrysostom, and hence
the Emperor Arcadius was disposed to fall in with
thelr choice in spite of the many ambitious aspirants
who scught this eminent position of favor from the
court.t
Due to his humility, Chrysostom was one presby-
ter who d4id not desire the office of bishop. Conse-
quently stratagem was employed to abduet their favor-
ite preacher from the people of Antioceh and he was
conveyed by imperial chariot to the capitol of the
‘East, 1In gpite of his remonstrances st the beginning,
by the time he arrived at Constantinople "he seems to
have resigned himself to an elevatlon which he must
have regarded as a call of God".2 Accordingly, on
February 26, 398 AsDs, Ghrysaatém,was both consecrated
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1. Socrates, op. cit., Chapter 2, p. 138.
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and enthroned Archbishop of Constantinople; the rul-
ing see of the East and the most influential and
powerful one next to that of Rome,l
It is a conspicuous fact in the life of Chrysos-
tom, that he was c¢alled upon te minister in two such
famous and remarkable cities as Antioch and Constan-
tinople. Moreover, he revealed the advantage of long
pastorates in which the minister has opportunity to
build up the church as a forceful and permanent in-

stitution for Christ in the community.

B. Episcopal Functions

The position to which Chrysostom had been ele-
vated was one of burden and conflict, especially to a
man of his religious habits and disposition. His dut~
ies were undertaken in good faith amidst an in-
triguing, factious court, a corrupt, frivolous people,
and a demoralized, or at least secularized clergy.g
He had rightly anticipated the judieial difficulties
of the episcopate when years before he wrote:

"The judicial department of the bishop's office
involves innumerable vexatlions, great consump-

tion of time, and difficulties exceeding those
experienced by men who sit to judge secular af-

L2 BN B BN B AR BN B L BE NN BN K BE NE BX B B AN B B A

1. Socrates, op. cit., Chapter 2, p. 138.
2. Socrates, Ibid., Chapter 4, p. 139.
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L]
fairs. For it is labor to discover exact jus=-
tice, and when it is {Ound, it is diffieult to
avoid destroying it."

Constantinople was now to learn the difference
between their new spiritual ruler and his predecess-
ors. Where popularity and luxury had been the thing
sought for, Chrysostom meant to establish plety and
simplicity in the diocese. He at once dis-furnished
the episcopal palace of 1its ornate equipment, and
disposed of the costly plate and furniture for the

benefit of the poor and the hospitals in the city.2

Instead of bangueting with the lalty, he ate
the simplest fare In his solitary chamber. He studi-
ously anided the court and its association except
when duty compelled. Such austerities were soon mig~
represented for spiritusl pride and moroseness.

"Nothing", sald St. Augustine, "can in this life,
and especially at this time, be easier or more
agreeable than the office of bishop if dis-
charged in a perfunctory and adulatory manner;
nothing ean in this l1life, and especlally at this
time, be more laborious and perilous than such
an offlce 1f discharged as our heavenly Command-
er bids us."d

This statement, coming from a close and renowned

contemporary of Chrysostom, 1is strikingly applicable

1. Chrysostom, "On the Priesthood", "Nicene and Post-
Nicene Fathers", Vol. 9, p. 58.

2. Palladius, op. cit., pp. 46-47.

3. Augustine, "Letter 21 to Bishop Valerius", "Nicene
and Post~Nicene Fathers", Vol. 1, D.
237 .
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as a tribute to the convictions of the great Patriarch
of Constantinople whose unhappy circumstances were

brought about in allegiance to Christian duty.
1. Reforms Among Clergy

His strictness of reform gave offense to all
classes, but especially to the clergy. A brief ac~
count of Chrysostom's initial steps of discipline
among them isg recorded by one of his contemporary
historians in the following:

"As soon as John was raised to the episcopal dig-
nity, he devoted his attention first to the ref-
ormation of the lives of the elergy; he reproved
and amended thelr ways and diet and every pro-
cedure of their manifold transactions. He also
ejected some of the clergy from the Church. He
was naturally disposed to reprehend the mliscon~
duct of others, and to antagonize righteously
those who acted unjustly; and he gave way to
these characteristies still more in the episco-
pate; for his nature, having attained power, led
his tongue to reproof, and nerved hls wrath more
readily against the enemy. He did not confine
his efforts to the reformation of his own church;
but as a good and large-minded man, he sought to
rectify abuses throughout the world."

Chrysoatom,with uncompromising zaal, attempted to
raise the spirituasl tone of the clergy as well as the
church in general. In order to do this, it was neces-
sary for him to depose some of his priests on the
charges of homicide and adultery, while he repelled
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others from the Lordts Table who were gullty of minor
of'fenses. He resolutely withstood the practice of
the clergy in receiving ”sgiritﬁal sistera“‘which was
frequently the source of the grossest immoralities.
Even in cases where £he relation was innocent, Chrys-
ogtom would not allow so open a target for saandal;l

To obviate the attractions of the Arilans who
gathered large crowds by thelr antiphonal hymns under
porticoes and in ths open asir, and alsc for the bene-
£it of those who were deprived from attending the
church services, Chrysostom revived the ¢ld custom of
nocturnal services with responsive chanting. These
extra services subdued the Arians, but intensified
the indignation of the indolent clergy.g

The rigor with which he pressed reformation upon
the c¢lergy in these and many other points exclted a
vehement spirit of oppesition. But while his rela-
tions with the clergy were increasingly arousing hos-
tility, he stoed high in favor with the people who
flocked to hear his sermons, and lauded the eleguence
of the new Bishop as 1ang a8 his denunclations were

poured forth against the vices and follles of soclety
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in general. He was no less popular with the Emperor
Arcadius and the Queen Eudoxia. The latter, however,
was secretly aspiring to supplant the Consul Eutropius
who had been the author of her elevation, and was try-
ing to make her feeble husband bow to her more power-
ful will. She did this from a selfish ambition to re-
ceive the highest homage of the Empire. As long as
Chrysostom was of advantage to her promotion she flat-
tefed him by expressions of admiration and esteem.
Later, when Chrysostom apprehended her duplicity, he
denounced her schamea and character in such frank
language that the antagonism begun was the cause of

nis exlle, and indirectly, his death.t

2. Political Reforms

The zenith of Chrysostom's power in Constantino-
ple was proved in connection with the fall and dis-
grace of Hutropius, the favorite consul of the Emperor.
The aréhbishop had apprehended the consull!s part in
the gross extortions and profligacy of the administra-
tion;, and had publiely'denauhced Eutropius with un-
sparing fldelity. Nevertheless, when the reprobate

consul was deposed and hunted as a criminal, he fled
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to Chrysostom for right of asylum in the sanctuary of
- the church. The venerable archbishop exhibited the
clemency and power of hils dignified of fice by shield-
ing the miserable refugse from the violence of the
angry populace.

"None", said he, "shall penetrate the sanctuary
save over my body; the Church is the Bride of
Jesus Christ, who has entrusted her honor to
me, and I will never betray it."

The next day, being Sunday, Chrysostom stirred
the throng at the cathedrsl with an awe-inspiring
scene and message. He had disclosed to the view of
the congregatien the cowering form of ihe peniteﬁt
Butropius clinging to one of the columns of the holy
altar, while he preached on the folly and. insecurity
of worldly ambition under the significant theme of
vanity»g The very apparent moral of this spectacu-
lar service was the emphasis on the fallen grandeur
of man at the mercy seat of the holy sanctuary.

Eutropius remained within the precincts of the
church for some time and then departed to Cyprus,
but was spprehended and returned to Constantinople,

where he was tried and executed for his high crimes

1. Chrysostom, Homily 1, "Eutropius", YNicene and
Post-Nicene Fathers", p. 247. (Intro-
duction by Schaff)

2. Chrysostom, Ibid., Vol. 9, pp. 249-252.
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againat‘ths State. Ghryggstaﬁ declared that if Eutro-
pius had nét‘abandonaﬁ the church, it would never have
abandoned him,l
Chrysostom used the sasme eloquence and spiritual
power that had dethroned Eutropius, in deposing the
succeeding corrupt minister of State. Gainas was at
first dominating the affairs of both Church and State,
but was overpowered by Chrysostom and forced to flee
for safety.® The details incident to this story and
to the maeny efforts at reform durlng Chrysostom!s
episcopate are not essential to the purpose of this
study. The foregoing have shown the moral integrity
and power of the godly Bishop in his fearless on-
slaught against wickedness in high places. By the
force of his convictions in his preaching he was able
to sway the public opinion of this large city to the
side of justice and decency. It was for this reason
‘that the Court feared him, and when the other rivals
had been dispésed of, Eudoxia schemed how she might
‘8t11l the voice that condemned her quaking consecience .o

3. Missionary Activity.

Another of Chrysostom's reforms through the energy
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l. Chrysostom, op. cit., p. 253.
2. Sozomen, op. ¢it., Bk. 8, Chapter 4, p. 402.
3. Palladius, op. cit., p. 73,
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of his preaching was the stimulation of missionary
activity. Above fulfilling the specified dutles of
:his charge, wherever he saw an ogening for the spir-
itual advantage of it. He had recelved a commission
i;o "feed the flock” of Christ entrusted to hig care,
and this included a vast araa.l

It was in sensEquanaa of this earnest Christian
love towards the souls of all within hls diocese that
he was led, at this time, to attend to the spiritual
wants of the numerous Goths who wers then resident at
Constantinople. For their spiritual enlightenment he
préaured tranglations of the diffsrent poritions of
Holy Seripture inkthﬁir own lsngusge, and engaged a
Gothle presbyter to read the Word of God to his fel-
low-countrymen in a church erected for them. The |
archbishop himself was in the habit of occaslonally
addresgsing the Goths by means of an interpreter. |
"Eternity alone will reveal the extent of Chrysostom's
inflnenaeiana labors in the conversion of these virile
and migratory paaple; who later beesme a determining
factor in the moulding of European eivilization. But
his labors did not end here. His missionary efforts
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1. Theodoret, op. ¢it., Bk. 5, Chapters 28-31, p. 152.
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_extended northwards to. the Danube, and southwards to

- Phoenleia, Sg?ia, and Palestine. He sought out men of
apostolic zeal to evangelize some Scythlan tribes on
vtha banks of the Danubs, snd appolnted a,bishap fram
'thelﬁaﬁhsfin Gcnstanﬁinogle by the name of Unilas,

who acoomplished great good among them.t

C. Exile and Hartyféem

While Chrysostom was holding a synod at Epheésus,
he left Severian in charge of his pulpit. This
proved disagstrous, for upon his return he found that
a group of faithless and degenerate bishops‘ahd pres«-
byters had undermined him politically. Several
charges had been drawn against him, among which was
the complaint of the Queen that she had been likened

to Jezebel in one of Chrysostom’s sermons. The in~

dictmﬁnta were sustained by illegal proceedings at
the synod of the Osk which condemned Ghrygostdm to
‘banishment for contumaey.2

saon‘after hié“&eparﬁnre from Constantinople,
the city was shaken by an earthquake. Eudoxia, be-

1lieving it to be an expression of God's anger toward
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1. Bush, R. Wheeler, opgveit.‘ p. 207£f.
2. Sozomen, op. e¢it., Bke. 8, Chapter 17, p. 410.
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her fazly and the injustice of the synod, joined the
multitﬁde in demanding his recall.} Thus the first
result of the faillure of the machinations of Chrysos-
tom's enemles was an apparently complete reconcilia-
tion between him and %he Empress. Bubt within two
months, circumstances arose which proved the unreali-
ty of the friendship, and aggravated to still greater
intensity the feud between them. ZEudoxis aspired to
gsemi~divine honors. 4 column of porphyry was erscted
in a publiec place near the church of St. Sophla, bear-
ing the Queen's sllver statue for an image of worship.
The revelry that sccompanied this ocecasion disturbed
the sacred services until Chrysostom becazme righteoug~
1y indignant. He mounted the ambo and thundered forth
a homily, embracing in its fierce invective all who
had any share in these idolatrous desecrations. His
fulminations were most severe against the arrogant
woman whose smbition was the cause of them. He is re-
ported to have said:

"aAgaln Herodias raves, again she is troubled; she

dances again; and again desires to receive John's
head in a charger.”
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1. Theodoret, op. cit., Bk. 8, Chapter 35, p. 154.

2. Socrates, op. c¢it., Bke. 6, Chapter 18, p. 150.
See also Migne Edition - “Patrologia Graecia®,
Vol 54, P. 485.
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All the former hatred of the Empress revived at
this open denunciation, and she demanded of the En-
peror signal redress. Sacerdotsl and imperial author-
ity stood opposed and one or the other must yleld.
The disciple is not above his Master, asnd thsrefore
Chrysostom could not expect justice before a bar of
hateful enemies. Hence, he was confined to his pal-
ace until an ediet by the Emperor ordered his exile.

The integrity of the undefeated saint, and the
depth of his tenderness endured to the end. When he
was about to go into exile, he left his palace, and
entering into the church said to his bishops who were
with him:

"Come, let us pray, and say farewell to the angel
of the church." (Belisving that his church was
guarded by a veritable angel from heaven) At
my own fate I can rejoice; I only grieve for the
sorrow of the peoplse." Calling his deaconesses,
he said, "Come hither, my daughters, and hearken
to me: my career, I perceive, is coming te an
end; I have finished my course, and perchance ye
will see me no more. Now I exhort you to this:
let not any of you break off her sccustomed ben-
evolence to the church."t
When it wss discovered that the archbishop had

yielded to the impsrial mandate and had left the city,
a riot arose in which the great cathedral was reduced

to ashes.® The hallowed temple was not to be dese-
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1, Palladiug, ope cits, Po 85-
Stephens, W.R.W., op. ¢cit., p. 354.
2e Sozomen, OD. ci’b", Bk 8, Chap'ber 235 Pe 413.
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erated by some falthless sucecessor following Chrysos-
tom.

Chrysostom's life in exile was of brief duration.
The hardships which he was forced to undergo in being
transferred from one place to another finally exhaust~
ed him. In his last hour he was supporited to the al-
tar, and, clothed in baptismal robes, he distributed
his own c¢lothes to the bystanders, partook of the
blessed Eucharist, and prayed a last prayer. After
he had uttered his favorite doxology, "Glory be to
God for all things, Amen", his spirit took its flight
to Christ whom he had so faithfully served.l

His death occurred in 407 A.D. in his 80th year.
He was buried in the martyry by the side of Basiliscus.
Thirty-one years afterwards, when Theodosius II was
emperor, Chrysostem's body was taken from its grave
near Comana and translated with great pomp to hls own
episcopal city. He was laid under the altar of the
Chureh of the Holy Apostles, the place of sepulture of
the imperial family and of the bishops of Constantino-
ple.2 The emperor and his sister Pulcheris, assisting
at the ceremony, asked pardon of Heaven for the griev-
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2. TPThecdoret, op. cit., Bk. 5, Chapter 36, p. 155.
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ous wrong inflicted by their parenta on the sainted
‘bishop.t | '

In summing up the elements of Chrysostom’s con-~
tribution to Christisn preaching in the office of
Bishop and Reformer, an eminent authority calls atien-
‘tion to the following: |

"His work with and for the people, his benevolent
and missionary enterprises, and his administra-
tive labors, so far from hindering his preaching,
made it larger in mould, more popular in effect.

He was no bookish recluse, but a man of the peo~-
ple. hgir 1life snd souls were his to know and

dimﬁﬁo
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CHAPTER VIII
CONCLUSION

In conclusion, we shall briefly summarize the ele-

ments of dhryaastom's gpiritusl legacy to Christian

preaching.

1.
2e
Se
4.

5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1l.

The advantage of a noble birth in an opportune
age and locallty.

The blessings of a plous home training and in-
fluential Christisn friendships.

The privilege of the finest education availa-
ble in that day.

The example af a consecrated and godly eharac~
ter.

A unique spirituasl experience in preparation
for the divinely ordalined ministry of preach-

ing.

A superior stewardship in presbyterial and pas-~
toral relationships.

His preeminent talents as a preacher of the
Gospel.

Eis splendid method of historieal and exageti—
cal interpretation.

His praetical applicatien of the moral princi~
ples of Biblical Doctrine.

His excellent homiletlcal exposition of the
Seriptures.

Bls personsl diseipline and politicasl reform

~ in the episeapal office.

12,

His heroic zeal and arduous promotion for
spiritual enlightenment both at home and abroad.
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- Ve recogniza at once the difriculty of aaﬁertaining
‘all the benefits whiah we derive from this eminent
preacher. Hawevar, it isva cart&in fact that the above
~contributions all combine to witness the Qospel as the
"powsr of God unto salvation", which is the main content
and purpose of Christian preaching. | |

It has been the‘puépaaeyof this thesis to show that
Ghrysaétam!s legaey to Christian preaching is an eternal
endowment which does not cease with the end of a 1ifs.

We believe that this research into his 1life and ministry
has revealed the chisf elements which he has left as a
.‘spiritaal herisage to succeeding generations. These ele-
ments ere summed up under the following heads: 1. The
~ axample of a saintly 1ife; Q. The products of a sacred
eraftsmanahip; 3+ The genius of s spiritual diseipline.

"~ The opening chapter has amply justified our reason
for selecting St. Chrysostom for this study, since he
is recognized aa~ths‘magﬁ famous preacher of his time,
and indeed in sama,:espaets, of all time. We have re~
viéwed, therefore, tﬁe eh@r&ezeristica end talents of a
preacher, which are a ao@tviﬁuﬁian to Christian preach-
ing in generalw |

The seeond and third chapters review the elements
which enter 1ﬁﬁﬂfchryaos%am9a preparati@ﬂ for the work

in which he proved such a blessing. Kevhad the good
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fortune to be born of one of the best families of his
aity; His ﬁraining at homs was the purest and‘bEQt.
Eis~edueatianvwaa fha most favorable to fit him for
future public speaking and the exposition of the Greek
SéripturEs. The experience as an advaea%s'in the
Forum had developed his oratorical powers. Ve observe
the gracious influences which transformed his life in
the persons of Basil, Meletius and Diodorus, who were
kempewarsd by the Holy Spirit to make the Bible a liv-
ing force in fitting this plous youth for his divine
ealling. As a reader in the church, and during his
@uist hours of prayer and meditation in the monastery,
Ghryaéatam embraséd a thorough knowledge and ferveng
1ove'fgr'tha Sacred Bock. To crown all, he ministered
with a heart full of lavs and sympathy for five years
to the péar and afflicted in the capitol of Syris.
This was splendid training for ‘bhé ministry of & man
endowed with great natural powers. |
Chapter four has dealt with Chrysostom as prasbyw
ter and preaehsr in Antioch. Ve have shown here the
éxtegsive use he made of his pastoral relationships in
pfﬂmsting tighﬁeausneas-and true doctrine among his
eaﬁgregaﬁian and ;n naigﬁbq&ing‘agmmunitieas Ths‘pawer
of his sivie inf1usnea in a ﬁime of galamity-has been
related to show ha@,_thraugh.his preaching, he capital-
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ized an unfortunate sedition, s0 that it beceme a solemn
event by which he won many adherents to Ghristiaﬁity.

In his sermons on the Statues, he castigated the follies
and immoralitlies of the city, marshaled the proofs of
the truth of Christianity, won a multitude of souls from
the worship of false gods to Jesus Christ, and’reelaimed
to duty many Christlans who, through the temptations and
" seductions of the Syrian eapitol, had lapsed into world-
liness. The chief eantribution of this chapter is the
study of the elements of Chrysostom's powsr as a preach-
er; since it is vastly ilmportant for all students of
preaching to apprehend clearly these potent gqualities.
Bis great power over hiz hearers was due to the deep
spirituality of the preacher and to the Gospel which he
preached, Men listened because they sensed in the mess-
age of this Ambassador the voice of God. The impact of
it was pre-eminently ethical and practicel. He preached
morals, as the Bible taught them, so forcefully that he
not only impressed his own audience with the transcend-
ent ethies of the Gospel, tut also has stimulated all
those who have perused his sermons. JIn the seventeenth
eentury there were three great preachers of morals, Bar-
row in England, Bourdaloue in France, and Segneri in It-

aly, who drew thelr inspiration and very much of their
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material, from Chrysostom.l
| Another element of his power was his boldness and
perseverance. No opposition could daunt him. He had
the holy audacity to proclaim the ﬁaral and spiritusl
supremacy of the Gospel to a degenerate, paganized
paeple. Sickness, opposition, and turmoil would have
overcome one of less enduring qualities, but Chrysos-
tam, confronting these, gives this glowing testimony:
"It is the firm resolve of my soul; ag long as I
live, breathe, and as long as it pleaseth God to

continue me in this present 1life, toc perform
this service, and whether I am listened to or

not, to do that which the Lord hath commanded me."2
Still another element of Chrysostom's power is
the excellence of his method. He prepared his homi-
lies with the utmost care and used a simple but lumi-
nous style in delivering them. It is hard to find a
more simple yet potent statement than the following
which is typiecal of all his presching.

"Seripture relates the sins of saints that we may
fear, the conversion of sinners that we may hope.™

Thus he exhibited a power of exposition which unfolded
in lucid order, passage by passage, the meaning of‘the
book in hend. He made rapid transitions from clear ex-
position: to keen logical argument, to fervid exhorta-
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1, Anderson, Galusha, op. cit., p. 56.
2. Rﬁander, CPhe cifh, Vol ly P 211.
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tion, to pathetic appeal, to &nﬂignant denunciation. It

is this rare union of powers which constitutes his super-
iority to almost all other Christian preachers with whom

he might be compared. This is the judgment of en eminent
authorlty who says:

"Judged by his character, by hils sermons as we have
them, and by his work and influence, John Chrysos-
tom has been always, and with singular agreement
among critics, sasteemed one of the greatest preach-
ers of all time."l
But the crowning element in Chrysostom's powsr over

‘men is found in his tender sympathy and burden for souls.
He touched and moved men so mightily because he loved
men so much. Preaching was not a performance wiﬁh him.
but the whole soul impassioned with a divine entreaty

of love to a perishing humenity.

Chepter five and six are closely related and re-
veal the ability of Chrysostom as a scholar and inter-
preter of the source of preéaching. He is shown to be
more free from arbitrary and absurd interpretations
then almoét any other patristic commentator. Horeover,
he apprcaches very~nearly.tha approvedkgrammaticeéhis~
torical exegesis of ocur present dayg,

In;gecéﬁdanca with this distinction, we find that
Chrysostom, in treating those prgctieai questione with
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which, as a preacher and pastor, he was malinly concerned,
nsmely: the nature and the work of Jesus Christ, prov-
idence;, grace, the nature ef man, s8in, faith, repent-
ance, and goad‘warka, casts his thoughts into the most
free, natural and forecible langusge possible. In the
homilies of Chrysostom, therefore, we have a rich store-
house which 1z worth consulting to this day for its exe~
getlcal as well as its practical theological value.

In his devotion to the Holy Scriptures as the only
rule of faith, Chrysostom approaches the evangelical
theology of the Reformation. The duty of every Chris-
tlan to study the Blble and live according to it is his
paramount theme. A Christian without the knowledge of
the Seriptures is to him a workman without tools. To
him the Bible purifies and conseerates the soul, it intro-
duces 1t into the holy of holies and brings it into di-
rect communion with God. Hence, one of Chrysostom's
outstanding contributions is his unswerving falth in,
and apt use of the Bible 1n Christien preaching.
| - The seventh chapter brings us to the zenith of
Chrysostom's power and influence in his office as rul-
er of the imperial see at Constantinople. We view him
chiefly as a reformer here in the midst of a demorale-
ized clergy, a corrupt, frivolous lalty, and & court

of politiesl intrigue. Against these defections he
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preached with unrelenting severity for slx eventful
years, defeating sin in high places and mgensrating ,
the whole strata of soclety. The rigor with whiech
Chrysostom pressed reféz'mation among these different .
factions stirred such violent opposition that he was
finally driven into exile and 2 martyr's death, butb
not until the noble influence of his elevating re-~
formas had been felt throughout the Empire.

These, then, are the contributions to Christian
preaching which we have found from the rich source
‘of John Chrysostom's life and work. The full content
of this spiritual legacy cannot bs recorded on paper,
but we may nevertheless embrace these higher values
by adopting the foregoing principles of this great
and godly preacher of the fourth century.
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