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INTAQUCCTION
4s The Problen

Hven a cursory glance through the lagt twelve
issues of “Christien Bduoation ', whioh covers the last
three years, or the issues from the ssme peried of Hinme
of “"Religious Educstion would awaken one %o the Tact that
Christian sduscators sre beconing inorsasiasgly aware of the
infiuence thet seculsr education has mede upon their ocwn
gehools or departmenta of religlon. Although many schools

and departments exist in She name of relizgion, few, if any,

are doing a very thorough job of grounding thelr youth in i
a oconsistently Christian philosophy of life which permeates
evary realm of experiencs. ,

“1f the 'higher aducation' ... has no more Christienity

in it than the mere lubel, ‘'Christisn', on an education

whiech is Just as segulur without the lebel, we will be

guilty of double tallk when we secm %0 ssy thut & mere

label shunges the substance of the thing to which 1% is

externally abttached.” ke

in a letter sent by an undergraduaste of one of

our great Ssstern universities o the president of thaet
institutlon, we huave the resognition of this problem
poignontly expressed. After a series of pertinent and
searching questions, he mekes the following charge:

dsodmnnen

1. W.Hs OGreever:; "Zoelal dtudles in Christian Higher
Bdueation", Christian Education, September 1945, p. 26.
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"Perasonally, I fell %o underatend how you, or any
other ¢ollege president; een sxpect us Lo become
ardent Christlans sand demoorats when the vital pos~
tulates on which these faithe are supposgd to rest
are daily undermined in the oclussroom,” L.
The entire ariicle is well worth recding, having been re=-
printed in "His” magazine and in spesizl pamphliet form by
#heaton Collegs.

The problem is, then, what has been and is belng
done by Christien sducniors Yo cope with the current of
seculsrisn found in philosophles and textbooks, so as o
give thair youth 8 secure, inteilactual; Christian philow
sophy of Life., The faot that this problem is being widely
regognized was ziven sdded force when an artiele appearing
in & small ohic hewspaper reported some of the statements
of objeotives of the pewly insugurated president of s loeal
charsh related college.

"He will aarnastly 3%?1#@ t0 "instill within them
the necessity for a Shrissisn philosopby of 1ife,
s s o Ho vonflict betwsen sound scholarship and &
heal%hy philosophy exists or need exist. Dre Fox
urgaed the faoculty to be witnesseas for Chrlist in the
classroom, on the campus, in religious and student
sotivities - in fact, in all assooiations." 8
The town is middle~sized (25,000 populstion), the school
comparatively emall (450 emrollment]}, but here also this

problem is being recognized and met.

S XARY

1., anonymous {Introduction by Dorothy Thompson): Iadies?
" Home Journal, June, 1§&la
2. Horning Rﬁyuhliaan; September 18; 1947, p.2.
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B, Definition and Delimitetion

Beoularism will be used to zesn the divores of
gxperience and knowledge from a theistic interpretution.
The term seculerism is being usasd rather then $aaul$riaa~
tion, for i% &eai@na%ea moyYs than an Bvent or processt it
designates & f&i%ﬁ.yﬁhﬁ faith that experience snd truth
are gquite independent of God, that the sequiring of knows
lodaze need not be rél&%aﬁ to thaelstic amgmagl\ Howaver,
not &ll who are under the influence of thet fuith are ol
that faith, even 4s not all who sre usnder the influence of
Christianity are Christians.

Christian education will be used to mean all
astempts %o Uhristisnize education, to relute knowledge
and expsrience to the Christimn view.

*mduocation i growth in and through experience.
Yduosntion becomes religlous when 1% recoguizes the
gontroliing place of the Divine., Hducation beoonmes
Christian when 1%t recognizes the Diviae as re-
 yealed in out Lord sad Seviour Jesus Christ.” 8
The common concaption ol religions or Christisn education
is training in religious metters, The brosder meaning of
the term will e employess throughouf %ﬁiﬁ thesiss

1y is recognived thut the scope will éf NE0EE-

gity he lerge. Therefore the treatment will nob be de=
whksese ‘
1. Cfs Frederick West: Christianity and Orgunized Educae
- tlon, p. 108,

2es The lellgious Gducetion Uomaitte of the Jld First
- Fresbyterian Churoh.



tailed or ainute, but will be more comprehensivs, giving
impressions end outlines. In presenting the attempis o
meet the problem, there is no elaim of being exhaustive,
but the most dominant end representative Christisn organi-
zations have besn chosen |

Verious fields of learning will be raferred to
only as they give éuyg@r%iug.avié@ﬁeﬁ %0 the problen.
Huther, attention will be drawn to the philosopby lying
benesth the flelds asnd forning the interpretetive cherie
ter of each, | |

This study could cover the years aiﬁée Christ's
births Baut our attention will be focussd upon the problem
chiefly as 1% has grown in the United 3tutes, Historiocal
hackground will be ezamined in order zﬁ“uﬁderstand'better
the problem today, that is, by wetching the problem as it
gerainated and came %o frultion ~ sven &s we £ind 1% in

sducstion nove

C. Biznificancs of the Problem

The very fsot thet so mich is being written on
the problem ls one indloation of its significancs, not
only in religious edusation, but in seculsr as well.

"¥ithin seoulsr sducation there iz & grawin% note
- of fear that She libara and humene arts sre slid-
ing downhill, feey that the purposelesspess and
uncertainty pervude its own ranks., There is suge
pleion zbout the validisy of the segular progran
of aducation, with its denial of absolute syiritual



spiritual reality ocutside and beyond humen wisdom.” 1
It is significent to the Christian educator

beeauaa‘ha aiane stands {0 meet the problem, A4nd according
$o0 the many voices we hear f¥om Christian colleges and
alumni, the attempts to meet the problem have not been
adequates IV is significant to the human race of the
Atomic age because the answer of how %o eontrol the newly
acequired knowledge of stomic power has not come from its
own ranks. It would seem that Materialism itself looks
about for an answer %o its own dilemms,” The Christian
knows that only a&s man relates his kﬂewledgé to God does
he maintain a true and balancaﬁ perspective to life,

"Only knowledge and understanding which is based on

the Seriptures is true knowledge, and the only know=

ledge acceptable to the Christian." o

Ds Procedure
The rise and growth of ssculsrism in america
will be treated from a historical point of view in the
first ohapter., The second chapter sill be a statement of
secularism as it exists in American educational institutions
todays The third chapter will 3h6w its influence on
Chrigtian education and the various attempts that are being
made to meet the problenm,
sesases

l. Sherman Barnes: "(an Secular Education Inspire the
Veterans?" Christian Education, September, 1945.

2. Ibid. ‘

3, Cornelius Jaarsma; Wheaton Alumni Rews, December, 1947,
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CHAPTER L
HARLY AMERICAN LEARNING

4e Introduction

- When our country was founded, it was by godly
men who wanted their children %o have a godly edusation.
"#e err when we say thet the ?ilgri&s game Yo Amesrica
sesking rellgiocus freedoms To a oortain extent they
enjoyed that liberty in Hollund, It would be nore
acpurate Yo say thad they came to imsrlces gevking an
opportunlity %o give to thelyr ohildresn the kind of
religlous sducation that was ilmpossible elther in
Holland or in fnplend.” 1
Because of the meager Linancial s%utus of the pllarime and
their early dsscendanits, the Lirst eflorts at public eduw~
cation were small and lsbored, Subjest motter consisted
of only the essentisls, Textbooks were few. Teuchers
were strict. But there was & wholesomeness and wigor of
those early schools which csuse us to look bsek upon them
with great pride, if not certain wistfulness. Thelr
gradustes ware the uzen of courage and vision who brought
our pation into meturity and respect which have remulned
until shese dayse Fhat then were the conditions whioh
brought about the seecularizetion of eduostion which exlsts
toduy?
Bepennn

1, ﬁlﬁ?&%ﬁ& Benson; & History of Christian Bducation,
Pe 100 '
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B, The First ilementary Schools

The first sehools in smerice were founded by
the early colonists us soon as they had estublished thene
salves on the new continent, for they recognized the ime
portance of educntion in the development of their childe
ren and resultanily of their couniry, But this education
was backed by a sirong Christisn philosophy on the parts
of parent sud tescher alike. ‘
*The c¢olonists brought with them the conviotion that
religion was fundanmental in edusuation and thet theree
fore educatlion should be shaped and controlled by the
oluroh se0 yob Combined with a mnicipal responsibie
1i%y, 4lgo the great reformers themselves, espeslally
lather snd Calvin, contended that, in order to meke
education universal, the state should at 1244t eatabe
lish, 17 not gou¥rul the system.” 1

1. Zarly Textbooks

The only books in smerics in those sarly yeurs
were those brought by the colonlats from the homeland,
Wearly &ll of these vwere religlous in nsture. In the
mﬁjﬁéity of Hew Engzland homea the Catechism, rsalter,
Tesvunment snd Bible were the only books. In school the
Hornbook wus used for teuching the alpbsbet. In Lt were
the apostlets Creed and the Lord's Frayer. Thess were io
be mestersd %o enable the student to resd the Lible. Later
the Hew Inmgland Primer superseded this. lersin lny . o

[ X2 RS 3

1. Cherles C. Boyer: History of Dducation, p. 578
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the essentlals: the elphebed; vowels aund consonants;
6&§iﬁa1&k&§& small levters, eeasy syllables for children,
the Lord's Prayer; the apostles' Ureed, the Shorter Cate=
ehisw, the account of the martyrdom of John Rogers and a
dialogue bBetweon Cheist; Youth wad the Devils Blghty=
seven perosus of %hiﬁk%amk wes selected Trom the Bible.t
Thus we ges that the Bible i%self was roplsced with texte
books oontaining perss of and truths conesrning the Bible,
It is to be kept in mind that these were gubliz, nov

private sohools.

8, Eduoational Philosophy
The relationship betweon textbooks and philow
sophy is olose In any instance, &g close as the rain ls
to the flower,
"For doccdes the Bible, the Psalter, and the Hew
England Primer were the only elementary school
books In esrly Rew Hnglund. ...Hegurdless of archalo
methods of instruetion and Puriten propoganda, moral
and religious values were fundemental both in intent
and content of the educationsl program,” &
¥hilosophies were concsived not only through
textbooks, but also through the home z2nd the Veucher, for
in those days the home was the oore of soviedy. Harly
Hew lngland wes {ntensely religlous: the people believed
thot education was essential to religion nnd thut relle
gilon {or Cod) wes the end of man. Haturslly, thet
(A X ER N

1. gfq Benson: Op. 0it,, ps 10%.
2a West: ope. 0its, Do 156,
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eduvttion would be geared to Chrisbtisn principless &
noteworthy exemple of this fuot was the public school
system of Hew York City.

ip to 1775 the slements sy sohoole of New York

Gity were fostered by the Soolety fﬁr th@ Propoe-

- gation of the Gospel." & :
| ¥ith the teaching of the Eibli@al soneepts of
. the value of the individuzl, the responsibility of choice,
the intrinsic worth of morals, and the sim snd end of
ecistence, there developed in each student a devotion to
right, %o justice, to freedoms I% was in these duys that
s§aari%y was fauéa in spiritusl rsther then material
thingass It wes upon these foundations thet our nation was
built and began to grow.

*Ihe common schools of ﬁ&a&a days had & high

religious and moral tone and turned ocut grest
men and women who mede the pation grest.” &

C. The First american Institulions of Higher Hducsiion

The Tollowing statemens is pointed and inplie
ﬁataryz

*he oidest inatih&tia&a of higher legraing in |
- america wore foupded primerily %o traln relis
glous lenders,” @ |

Ag has alresdy been noted, religios wus congldered the sand
GEPO ARG

1. %m¢l§i aspinwally @u@linas of the History of iducation,
Pa & '

By We @ Fleming: God 1n our ?ublie #ohoolsy De 40

Je Hest: ope ait., Pv lév.
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of men, and therefors was given bthe ulmost respect. It
wag very natursl that the cvoloniste should want Shelr mosy
respecied lesdars %o be well educateds 4And if these
institutions of higher lesrning existed primuerily fev
training Ohristisns, 1% is only logicsl that the training
be from & Ghrlstian point of view. DBut we nesd not depend
upon logilo. Juast 8 look at 380 of our grestest unlvere
sities a% Shelr bivsh will substuntiste this conelusion.
& MHew York paper yan this advertizenent at the aﬁ&aiﬁg of
Xing's Collsge (now Columbin University):

"The ohiefl thing that is «rrived st in this oollege

is %o tesch and %o sngnge children %o know Uod in

Christ Jesus, to love and seyve Him in all sobriety,

godliness, and richness of life with & pure heart

and willing aind, and to train thewm up in all vire

tuous hubltes and all such uBeful knowledgys &s wmay

render them oreditable Yo thelr Temilles and

- friends, ornsments to thelir vountry,, snd ussfal to

the public weal in cuyr generstion.” :
& young minister, John Harvard, doneted three hundred
volumes Lrom his own library %o found the librery of
Hapysrd, 2

#What was said of textbooks of the elementsry
aehool iz true also of the oollegs of thess duyss they
were of Biblical c¢ontent and intent, giving rise to a
Ghristian 9&11@3&@&? whioh permeated thelr lives.
That american institutions of higher learning
¥T3233 3

1o Bonson: ops oite, e 108
3» . Ihié' :
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began with thelstio aenaepts‘is obviocus. The way in

which those concepits changed will lataf be studied.

D, Westward Development of Edueation

1., Elementary Bducution.

Ag America began to develop westward, the edu-
ecational poliey of the colonists was extended thither,
still with just a&s strong conviction as 1t had started in
the Zast, for the founders were new emigrantis who like-
wise cherished and upheld their religicus convicetions.

“The middle ocolonies were settled by religious
refugees from Holland, ¥rance, Scotland, Germany,
etes They brought with them strong denominational
convichtions... They held to the fundamental x
principles of the Reformation, namely, that the
‘Bible should be the rule of faith and life, that
it shaui& therefore be read by everyone, and,that
t should be taught in clementary sohools.® 1

8. Textbooks.
Even the textbooks were the same as those used
in the earlier schools.
“The Hew England Primer was the book mainly used
in those early schoolss.. In 1770 ir, Cameron
said in the Illinols State Constitution Conventim @
‘*Custon has generslly established the Bible in our

public schools.' Wherever the school went, the
Bible went , essential in public education.” &

e Ba%er: ODs Clts, De 378,
2., Fleming: op. 6it., Pe 37
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b, Philosopby of educatione
With the eame textbooks and 8 new religious
zeal, which was %naanérﬁﬁi reagilion of %the new emigrants,
together with the policy adopited from jew inglend of &
gombination stote and church control of schools, the
ﬁhii@gagﬁy and %%n&r&iAﬁﬁg&ﬁi%ﬁﬁiﬂﬁ af the uiddle West
schools were & continuation. of the policies of the Zasts
"alike in Puritan ¥Wew Znglend, in orthodox FPenun=
gylvania snd Delaware, snd in' the churehly Zouib,
the provinoes of religion snd government, thouch
not sounted identical, continually everren sach
others " f ‘

3,>§ighar Kduoatione
| Ey the time higher educetsion developed in the
West, the concept of stute sechools had meterialized, end
there was & delinits &@ﬁarﬁﬁian of ehurceh and stote. Howe
sver, religion atili pleyed & major role in the 1ifs of
the colleys.
“Rellzlion wes alsd prominent in those duyss. ‘The
gochool of higher leurning that shiles et nothing -
bt religlon is s modern funovetion... In the
University of Virginis, the Univeraity of diehie
gan, and the University of Illinois ;, religion
had prominent paris and atlendancs atv dally
chapal was sompulsory.” & |
Thus we see that in all phosss of edudstion in
the formative period of our counityry, there was an undere
glrding of Christian prinsiple and concept.
SROBSEG

le Phillips Brooksy Esssys and A8drsuses, p. B20.
Z¢ Floming: ops 0Llte; De 40,



£, Trapnsitionul Period

Dpring the ninetesnth century & great goclal
lahang@ took place in 4dmerics. Yarious fusctors in soeleby
had tremendous impset upon the edugsationsl policies of
these sohoolss It% iz impossible %o polnt %0 any one of
theas Jleotors and say, "Here lies the root ol the problem.”
rather, all of them %w@é%h%y affseted the chaunge whiech
Yook place. This period of change has been colled & now
ages spesking egonomioslly, "The sge of Muochinery™, poli-
tieally, "The age of Demgoracy”, or intellesotually, "The
dge of Freso Thought®e. i spiritually speaking, the title
might be added, The Age of Faitvh in leason. 4% least,
there wes & definite decline in interest in the historie

f&itht

1, Spiritual 4spect,

Fo be chronological 1ﬁ,§§§ presentation of
these fsetors is impossible. It iz like the age old
problem of whioh comes first, the chicken or the egy. %e -
start with religion becuuse religion wes noayly eolipsed
in the later years of the period. The deoline began
before the opening of the nineteenth century, ¥From the
moiidle of the eighteenth century %o 1850 there was “a

(RS2 E R ]

1« dme Boyd: The History of vestern iducation,; p. 348,
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lesaening of the religious interest, & dscline of the
influsnce of the clergy.” i
"Thess sarly systems of public or free schools
were largely due $o $he religlous devotion of
the New snglend psople and to she prastieal iden-
$ti%y of the ochurch and state, ¥With the 4deolins
of religicua fervor and of the unaninalty of reli-

gious beliefs in the latter eighteenth century,
interest in sduostion slso deolined.™ 2

#ith the new emphasis on seetarianism 3 fogether with
axbernal factors, the schocl passed from the direct ine
fluence of the chureh to domination by the stute.

" “Hotween 1810 and 1830 a mumber of new forces =
philanthropic, politiesl, sooclal, econonic - come
bined %o change the earlisy aﬁtitud@ by producing
conditions whioch made stste, rather than church
gontrol and supg@r% of education both desirable
and feasible."

The infiux of new emigrants who came 0 this Jand of
opportunity brought in new Paiths and saused a shift in
the religious emphasis of the sshool. & non-sectarian

point of view must nseds be sdapted. 5

2. Eoonouic gagaat‘ , )
The Industriel Hevolution gathered our nation
together into citiss where many children were parmitted
to work long and stremuous hours to the negleet of their
eduoation. “The industrial Revolution Semporarily
) V ‘ susesns
1. We . Smith: Religioue Bducation, p. 465,
Ba ?&ﬁ% Houroe; 4 Brief @aar&e'in the History of Zduemtion,
&agg?&;’ém 0P Gitas De 575

4. Allwood P. CGubberley: History of Educstion; p. 658,
He DE« Benson: opPe 0itey po 1350.
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erippled sohool interestss” 1 |

Hot only 4id this affeot sducation temporerily,
but & new emphasis in curriounlum was foreshadowsd, This
did not happen immediately, buit the result waus ineviteble,

"intil recently %he training for citizenship thad
has slways been sesigned as 8 ohisl funotion of
the state systen of schools haes been along politi-
cal and sooial lines... now, becsuse the wealth of
the country depends upon industry, a new enphasis
haus been isid upon edaosting the in&iviﬁual ga be
sn ‘eoonomicelly productive soolal undts?

%e sew then tnat the rooss of vocatlonslism lay heres In
Chapter Thres the impliocatlions of vosationallsm upon edue
cational phllaé@@hy wiil be examined.

' . Politicel Aspects )

From the BLibliosnl concept of the worth of the
individunl ocame the reaction aguinst the massing of people
which sccompanied the Indusirial ﬁavgluﬁiwﬁ. This took
practical form in the application of demooracy.

"fhe progress of industrisliem has led to she
broadening 0f the demooratio idenl... Sehind
«scdOmogracy is the consciousness of individusl
worthe The objection to the arisiooratic
method of government and %o the capitalistic
systen of indusiry is thut they tend to treat
the great mess ol mon as merye means to saocial
wall~being, a8 sgainst thaet, demooracy insists
that every perdsn, bvessdes Seldg & nenas to the
maintenance of 200ie%y, is an ond to himself.” O

The results were twofold: elementary sehools for the
| EES A F X B

1, Cubberley: ope eLlis, pe 7504

Ze ?@u% Honrow: & ﬁrief uauaa in the ﬁia%ary of Zdveation,
© DPs O

:%u EQ;}'&& OPe Cite, Ps BB0,



) G

whole comsmnity were estublished, and the sge of general
sduoation was extended,
*The only condition on which a wide sufferage is
conceivable is that the whole people must be
suffioiently educated to vote Intelliigentliy.” 1
Thig is recognizsed by Boyd to iavolve more thuan the three
Rt's, bducetion in the remlms of urd,; literature and relie
gion is siso easential.
Y45% this point the demosrstic movenent in sducudion
racoives yeinforcement ILrom the older edusutional
traditions With all ite limltutlons that sradition
has always been humanistic.” 8
4 more minor politiecl aspect was the ¢ume
peigning of party csndidstes, who pledged themselves
aguinst sectarian tesehing in public schools (but conproe
mised by reoomsending the use of the Bible in &lil B0ho0Lls ) e ¥
Hueh were the resulis, and this produced & conflict,
“He heve then, for s century, been living under s
government theoretlonlly seculsr, and yet that
government supported & publie eduocntion in whiceh
religion was 8 recognized and anforged eloment.” &
4. Intelleciusl $a§ae%¢
With the new emphasis uson industrial progress
as & mesns of nationsl prestige and growth, seientifie

sgtudy assumsed & new inporiance.

LA R RE R §J
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"In the atmosphere of industrialism, fthe obvious
utility of meience snd the apparent imutility of
philosophy has helpsd %o concentrate on yr&@ﬁiae
rather than on theory in &ll spheres of 1life.”

{sgain theve is a paving of the way $o vosationslism,)
Science deals with facts, pure and objeotive. There was
3@ room for were spectulation. This became more and more
& part of thinking until science reigned as unesn of
at&ﬁias.-gﬁilﬁaapﬁy and religion becoming incidental elage
tives. ,
"Soience hed & small academic place when olassiocal
and Christian studles doninated asmericsn educution,
It benume popular during the sscond quariter of the
ningtsanth century..s During the nexi few decudes
many amerdcan students siudied in Germsny where
matural solences were &dvanced and the solentific
method was uged and abused in other spoviallzed
studios. ; .
fese Fresident Charles Bliod Harvard
introducsd the siective system at Harvard, This
allowad full soademie credit for the new soecisl
seiencesess wverspeciutlization often gave students
great scientific knowledge, but soanty religlous

and ethicsl informstion for other then & natul'te
listic view of Life." «

The new scientific era had some very grave effeocts upon
relligious studies, yes, upon the Bible itself. Darwin's
theory was applied to the field of religlon, stripping it
of all supernatursl causes, bringing it to the n&ﬁurﬁlﬁatia
level of all other Knowledge.

“The full consequences of the Derwinisn revolution

for religious thought 4id not become evident in the

first generation. ZPerhaps the severest of shocks

i L EAEE ST
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in the whols series of esrthguekes whieh feollowed
the volesnic uphesval of 1859 came when %the
genebic method bDegan %o be applled to the study of
the Biblicul doouments and to the study of the
general bhiatory of religion. Bibllesl eriticlsn
and oompurative religion were not purely producis
of Lerwinlanism, .e¢sbut the triunph of the svolue
tionery idea guve thase studies & new vogue and
new aiﬁﬂifieanaa. sesieligious thought is still
grapgéinalwitﬁ the conflicts those situdles inie
jabed,”

The mpet outstanding men in educstion at %his

time was Herbert Spencer who applied the solentific i
me%aaé %o the field of edusation, glving s new lmpetus to
all learninge

"?he fundsmentsl characteristic of the soieatiflc

tendency ls revealed corly in the irsestise in his

digousaion ¥ %he importence of the selection of

&&bjﬁatg of shudy as the vitel theory in efuosw

tion."
There follows a disoussion of the importsnt subjects and
those which should be optionsl, Thus this stutement is in
sonclusiont -

"Thus the nafursl séi&n@&a «» s L8ke precadsnce over
the 'liberal? or feulturul' subjects," 3

Here 1t is to be noted that the B5ible was not being thrust
out of education, but it wes being orowded out and dise
gqualified, bsing transpleanted by the new naturslistie
philosophys

Une must not get the lupression, howevar, that

LA R E X ¥ |
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Spirit, p. 13l.
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the new emphasis on the scientific proesss and the
lessening influence of the Bible had yet revolutionized
the schools in the sense of omitting moral guality ss a
ohief aim. The influence of the Germen educator, Herbart,
was beginning to be felt at the same time ss Spencer's
influence, and any conIliot between the two were not yet

realized,

"All that was most eharacteristie in Ziller was dus
to his intense convietlion that « as Herbart himself
had said - morality is the dominant end of
education.” &

I% wus the impaet of other fauctors whieh, taken together,
overshadowed Herbart's aim sand producsd the edusational
system we have arrivea at today.

The period of transition was & violent, rapidly
changing complex %ime in which confliet claimed the key~-

note,

"Clashing of ideals, soclety and the individual,
aristooracy and demoorascy, chureh and state,
religion and seciense, nation and supernation,
ss+s Whioh made seet and party a normal feature
of all phases of life in the ninsteenth century,
was nowhere more merked than in the sphere of
educations [This is quite likely, for] the edu=
eational system of a country is clways to some
axtent & miorocosm of the larger sotisl system,
gn&"agnfliating,viawa are quickly reproduced in
L TN
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agericsn eduoation was founded by Chyistians
who desired thot their lesders and children be given an
aducstion which wus Ghristian, The Bible was the unifying
core of the curriculum,; giving a theistic luterpretation
$0 all lesrnings Just before sud during the nin@%@enﬁﬁ
cantury various soolal Luctors conmbined to shifit the
philosophy from & spiritual 3o z muteriaslistic basis, Here~
in lie the roots of the present day prevailing philosophy

of sducsilion.
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CILPTER IX

MODBHE AMERICAN LESBNIRG

#s Introduetion

It would bé‘imgaﬁsibl@ in these few peges Lo
follow through é&ah step in the growth of the gdugationaul
systen of imerice, purtioularly as the social forees during
the ninetecuth esntury Influenced edussiionul griﬂaiéla%.
Therefore, the condition and role of @éueétiwa ag 1t exists
todsy will be examined, with the realization shet all ihis
cune wbout gradually. ‘Thus it shall be seen whet the
problem of seculsrism © is todsy, Shut the extent %o whioh
~ the church has besn effective in %ﬁ@ﬁiﬁ%a%hm probles may

- he measursds

Be Higher Zducatlon in ameriecs

In Chaptey One elamentary ﬁ&aaatian was studied
pefore higher educution, beosuse that wes the wey in whieh
par educetional instistutions developed end the earlicr

| SRAPIIS |

1. Throughout thiz thesis the ferm “geoulssr” is used in a
wide rather than & nerrow scops. deonlsr is usually
pluced in opposition to sucreds This is especislly
mislending when spesking of moihemstics or other sube
joot material which iz objeatives To repect the deilw
uition in the Introduction: by secularism we mesn the
divorce of sxperience and Knovwledge f{rom & lthelstie
interpretution.

wfle



noturelly sffected the later. However, in looklng et
education Sodey, higher educution will be exanined first,
for it is here that the teachers of al&ﬁant@ryvaﬁﬁa&tian
are trained, znd it is here thet the basic philosophy is
propagated, nemely, through these teschers and through
textbooks written by those truined here. ’

In viswing educsution todsy Devan finds three
besic factors in disagreement with sarly ansricun sducae
tion.

"Zduocation hasg, I believe, commitised three basic
and tragic errors., First, 1t deereed the seculari-
gation of a&ll kaowledge, decleriag Christlanity
irrelevaut to seientific studies, Then it pro-
geeded to separate these studies Ifrom one another,"d
Here he quotes Bishop Temple: |
"4 university is a plses where o multitude of
studies are conducted with no relationship between
them except those of sdumultaniety snd Juxtapo-
gition.® 2 , ’
" Then Deven eontinues:
“Fiﬁally,7aftar aae&i&rﬁa&mg knowlodge, and oonw
partmentalizing studies, educuiion hus developed
a8 tendency to asserid that each of these comparte
nments offers mankind the key to living." S
The £irst error has come about through the medium of
textbooks, the second is realized $hrough the study of
the curriculum, and the third fallsintothe category of
‘philosonhys

LEE RS E X
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1. Textbooks
Re We Bollers, & tetcher in the Universisy ot

Ghicago for many years, ssys in his book, The Hext Ztep
in Religion, %h&é the mo%to of the humanisss’ rellgion
is "¥hat hath man not wrought?" * This is the toue of the
texthooks used in sducstionsl insgtitutions ftoday. anmerics
iz so proud of what she has done {and she has & right %o
be) that she deenms hﬁ?ﬁﬁlf limitlsss (but sheis not),
anyone living during the twentisth century csn aia&rly Bag
that more meterial progress has been weds thwrough sclence
than in any other sra,

".ee the ninateenth century idesl of the importance

o¥f education has been replaced with the new

Ampsrican ideal of progress through material aggrans

dizement." B
ind meterisl sggrendizement 4s in the bands of the humen
being; 1t is purely of hunan efiort. Rarsly can one find
any positive mention of God in an Americen textbook, He
is not needsd for the task which aanfrshﬁs thg student of
today, the task being muterisl progress., He {God) is |
spirit; snd what oun spirit 4o to that end? Thus our
students learn to think in terms of humen sccomplishment
and learn to. think in relation io no God.

"One of thoe most serious signs during these last

Tew yeurs in our esuniry in the matter of irreligion

is the¥% in alwost zll the liverature whieh is now
1.'%, #e Hwllers: The Hext Step in Religion, pe 217,

8, Phillip Wylie: "What is your Gducation Worth?"
Readers' Digess, Junse 1, 1947, D. 24.
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being produced relating %o the plan and programs
of education in the postwar days, naturalism, which
is the same as antisupernaturalism, is not only
asasumed, but insisted upon.® 1
3. Curiiculum
"The obvious and immediate cause of academic decay
is the elastic, haphazard ocurriculum, and the hap-
hazard ourrieulum is in turn the result of an
absence of philosophical control due to confusion
concerning the chief aim of educsition.” 2
With the prevalence of the educational philo=-
sophy of John Dewey the aim of educatiosn has bscome quite
segondeary to the methods 7The teacher learns that he is
4o teach the child, not the material or content; yet to
what end he is to teach the ¢hild he knows not, He teuches
from the limited perspective of the immedlate future, thus
having aims, rather than an aim. |
"The sehools of educstion have long dispussed the
aims of educantion, and ... they genersally speak of
aims in the plural rather than of the aim of edue~
cation.” 3 . ‘
This has resulted in teaching from life situstions (thet
is, situations in which the student would find himself in
normel socisty)e The immediate life situation which
will confront the student as a graduats is the task
of finding his vooation, of earning a living. 4nd also,
the ideal of Americe, material progress, further empha=
sizes the importance of learning to equip oneself for a
vocation. Thus the tendency today is toward vocationslism.

sRRETN S
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#hat does vocationalism have to do with the
type of education the student receives? Hamely this; he
is educated to perform a function wlithout regard to the
individual hinself,

"In professional schools and institutions of higher
leerning«s. many teachers are chosen only becsuse
they are regasrded as specialists by other specialists
without respect for greatnsss of character, perspec-
tive, or a sense of mission in teaching." 1
It is precisely this lack of perspective which charac-
terizes our student toduy. Agaln we turn to tﬁa scathing
but unconfortably truse comments of Phillip ¥Wylie.
"after 50 yesrs of free, coumpulsory education, the
comzuon denominator of commnication in America is
the soap opera.., The nineteenth century school at
leust aimed at implanting such qualities, in an
age when their value was clear and thelr aqusition
generally regarded as desirable... All we have left
of that ideal is material progress. %e are a
nation of ehildren who refuse to grow up." 2

The meterislistie attituds toward the funection
of education has already been noted. The problem here is
that =« materialistic philosophy is inadequate to meet the
neads of the whole individusl. The student has no
driving force other than the accumulation of wealth and
the self centered enjoyment of all the temporary Jjoys and
prastige that wealth can bring. But underneath, possibly
in the suboonseious, often on the surface, isg & sense of
purposelesaness.
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Far‘a?i&@n@@ that this view is widespread,
observe the numerous sohools whieh have sprung up purely
for the purpose of $rsining the individual®s mechanistic
capacitias. . ‘

*Yary recently [19&0{] the politiezl and soopomic
phases of the fociologlosl tendency huve besn
dominantly industrial... How commercial and induse
trial a@%&a&a 0F every kind have agraﬂa into exise
Sence."
Thet was in 1911, but in 1847 the eaaﬁr&at is even more
striking. Blakemen points out
" ee the distance we have traveled from the early
Puriten Harvard or the Calvinistic Princeton %o
the vooational Carnegle Tsoh or from the clessical
collegze of Rew ingland ga the @tute sgriculiursl
college of the Yest." ’ '

The influence of indusirisliism on the ourrie
sulum has chenged the smphasisg of avéﬁithe libaral saris
solleges. For those sohools which still elaim to be
libersl arts schools, it would be difficult %o determine
what their erits=ion is for the inclusion of spacific
gouraes. Glark glves o good srgunent for the inclusion of
ghess in the currioculum, &s it'n@% seams to be determined,

"$hen 8 college has no sim, chess has as good =
claim to be inoluded in the curricnlum as some of
the gubjeets pow Iound thevrs, Ohess hes a beiler
elaim. If dAiffioculty is the eriterion by whieh
possible sourses of instruction are appralsed,

ghess has few equilse If ihs cholee is made on
the bhasis of axaxciﬁing the intellsct wnd powers

LR X N2 XK ]
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of analysis, 1no college could oemidy 1%, I Too one
wished %o develop the stretegle ability of f&tara
army officers, cohess has & sleim centuries old,

if eivilisn satisfeotion in laser life be the 011*
teriong it hos 8% leasst 8 plausible ¢qses  On whet
basis then ure gourases inoluded?™ I

The illustration is possibly & bit extreme, but i% does
serve o point out the hetorogenious nsture of the curri-

gulume

&» Philosophy.

doth textbook and curriculum are the oulgrowth
of the bssic philosophy which undergirds thé éch@al. one
of the most indicative observeitlons of the sense of pure
poselesaness spong situdenis was made by 2 professor of
educsiion in an Asmericsn university whiah cleims Bo be the
largest in the world, This professor

ase subdued to silence a meeting of studenis with
the remurk thet the oomsonest ocossions of denth
anong students are suleids and motoring accidents
at high spewod. &Ghe then sdded thet these two
gauses sre more ¢closely reluted then o wouldwbe
wit might point ouity they huve thelr common origin
in-a desire to esgape life. In the one cage it s
by & deliberate affort o give up physiesl life,
In the second it is born of an unconselious urge to
fles from the boredom of sn everydsy existence
made up of lsotures,; libraries, and laboratory work
into the f&ﬁ@&ﬂ%ﬁih& but unr@&i aorld of speed for
its own sika.” &

ra& @h&ﬁﬁ% oomes this ﬁenaa of yuraaselaﬁanas$°

In the study af the Sransisional %eriaé of

1, Clark: OPa Glbe, D 1«’%315 ,
Be -Arpold . Hesh: The University and she Yodern World,
Pe By ‘ : : .
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the middle of the ninetsenth ceniury, one of the msjor
faotors was the impeed that Durwin's theory of evolution
hed upon the world. Yhet impset wes grest, but its
ulbimedte logic was not reslized in Darwin's %imé. It has
not been unitil pow that the dire conssquencss ol the
adoption of sueh & philosophy of existence has besn
realized in its fullest extents The end resulis were
slesrly sesn by the pessinistlie realist, He G Walls, in
1820, He said, regsrdlug the ilmpact on the world of the
Urigin of the pscles,

"This new controversy jouched averybodye.es & Poul
denoralisation ensued.es Thers wus ¢ reul loss of
falth after 18589,.. Prevelent peoples &% the ¢loss
of the ninetecnth century belicved they prevailed
by virtue of ths Strugsle Yor Bxistence in whioh
- the strong and cunning get the betier of the weak
snd sonfiding, 4nd they believed further that
they hed to be strong, energetic, ruthless, fproc-
tlesl', egotistisml, because Cod weg dead.” L

That this conception that God wes dead prevailad in the
thought Llife of VYestern oivilization is testified %o by
an ardent Darwinlan, B. W. Barnes of Lngland.

#intil half & cantury sgo the mess of men belleved
that the esrth is the Lord's, ‘“They lived in the
conviotion that human sffairs werse ultimstely con-
trolled by Him. They knew Him %o be both alle-wise
and slle-loving. Thaet belief has largely wvanlahed,
»ee The dscuy il & Pesult - in my opinion an ulle
fortunate snd umneoessury result « of Darwints
$oaohifiZes» The actusl, if not avowed stiituds of
provubly & large mejorisy of msn ond women bthroushe
out Burope is that Bvolition has banished God." 8

sarorae

1, T Chrisgie Innes: Darwinism: Xaith or Scisnce, pe 15.
2. Ibiép’% Pe 17,



Barnes insists that this mess unbelief is an unnecessary
result of Derwin's thesis, but look at %he results 1% had
upon Darwin himself. | '

. wEyery sincere student must be appalled at the
horrible changes %hat slowly but completely
overtook Darwin., This is suvely one of the nost
momentous and tragic cases of develution of
character. Can anyone conscientiously bellieve
that the theory whieh destroyed a religious faith
that once ‘charmed and convinced' and destroyed
to0 'the higher aesthebic tastes' of its very
maker oan be true, liberating, or uplifting?” 1

Is i% any wande? then that the most common causes for
death anong college students is sulcide and speeding?
Natural Selection would approve of such means of riddiing
the world of its weak characters - weak because the very
philosophy which Netural Selection breeds had made those
feithless individuals weak.

And yet our world looks upon science ss the
answer o its multitudincus perplexities. In fact, it
excludes all other anawers,‘ _

"The scientific method and the rational control

of applied science are regarded as the only
instruments adequate to serve disinterestedly the

common salvation of zll.™ 2 4
Until quite recently this faith iz seience and the view
of sslvation as msterial prosperity and esse has been held
blindly. But even those who had every meterial blessing
were yat possessed by & sense of . |
Krarare
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purposelossnerd.

; In the light of the above study, e stetanment
by the isdminisiredtor of Deliglon in colleges snd aniver
sitles, B* W, Blskemsn, appeared posisively nailve in its
trust of the modern universiiy.

"4 steady strean of selseied young nminds has been

Dlovwlng into these universitiss, and » vitelizing

strength of informed purpose, dediceted o fruth,

has besn going Irom Shem throusgh the years., Here

is secadenio reiifggg at its apex of service %o

smericsn life,” 4 ‘

Uan there be any religlon with God "dead"? The wearing of
rose colored spectascles is not peoulisr to the noneChrige
tiun. If dedicetion to sruth (mot Truth) is ﬁhe a§ax of
any kind of religlon, then that religion hes indeed sunk
to the same level sg the philesophy of naturalism, which

recognizes no Ferson as thé motivatoer and snd of life,

Cs LElemontary and sSecondery Education.

, It is from universities @nd colleges that the
toachers of elenentary and seaenéaéy sehools sre selooted,
Textbooks are written by those educated st the dniversity,
and ourrieulum is planned snd evaluated in eduvcation
olasses in inatitusions of higher lesraing. Thus 4% can
be deduced that the same general philosophy {or lsek of
philosophy) which pervades in higher edueation &15§

' ~“ ”;".‘v‘ -
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pervedss in our publie schools.
This same lacgk of & positive mention of God

is in our public schools.

"In the readers of our grandmotheras' time, CGod

and Jesus Christ were mentioned, Today no such

references cun by found in the books of the

publie sohooles The public schools.,. &re now

completely ssoulerizedess In Illinols, eep i%

is illegol %o reud $he Bible in public schools,

Books attacking Chris$ianity are not illegsl.® 1
This very attsck upon Uhristianity seems %o be one of the
major unifying principles of the modern educationsk
system, for ome cun point %o no other one philcsophy ss
$ypleally belonging to the americsn university.

Ge B Lewis in the sbolidion of Man selected

& statement from an Bnglish textbook of an elementery
sehool boy, and {rom the anslysis of the implications of
that statewant poinited the means by whieh the child becomes
uneonsciously indoetrinated with anti*thgiatie philosophy.

"It 1s not & theury they put into his mind, but an

assunption, whioh ten years hence, i%s origin fore

gotten and its presence unconscious, will condition

him to take one side in = goatroversy which he

never recognized as a controversy at all, The suthors

thenselves, 1 suspect, hardly know what they are

doing %o the boy, and he eannot know whaet iz belng

done %o him, ;

“another little portion of the human herituge hes

been gquietly tuken from them before they were 0ld

enough to understand.™ 2
The oise which Lewis presents here iz most indicative of
the means in whieh philosophy is tought 5o cehildren.

L EE R 5 8 3 ]
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There is comparatively 1i%tle whioh asotually tears down
 Ghristianity down openly, but %ﬁ@ world view of writers
of the books is subtley woven intoc the malericl grésens@d,
80 the child himself &aeé&’% reallze what is being avcom-
plished. |

That the ocoundition of our publle &Qhﬁals today
is importent cannod be éiaguﬁéa, for "..ethree fourths of
the students in public sehools never enter institutions of

sdvenced learning," *

Higher education in asumerics is characterized
most copently by expedlenoy, resuliing in vocationalism
and lack of perspectlve dus to the fsct thed there is po
prevailing philosophy such as that of the sohools of the

sightecnth and part of the ninetesuih centuries. Three
processes have been at work in our eduaaﬁiﬁm&i aysten
which have changed 1%s basice charsoter; thess three ars
seculnrizstion, comparimentalizasion, wsnd voeationslism.
The analysis of educationul life todsy has
been mode always with tha'eagnizanea that there are excepw
tionsg. Broad statesments concern the whole, not any one

gohoole

encasne
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CHagpa LXIX
THE CHURCH Al THE PROBLEM OF 5CULaRIM

Ae Introduction

The vast number of youth groups which we efie
counter todey sre o phenomenon af the twentieth century.
Poul of Tersus never wrote o the Shristisn indeavor of
Ephesus; A4ugusiine never organized an evangeliocsl youth
movement; the Homan Catholio Chureh had no spseisl
literatare or brotherhood for work with youth end ebild
reny nor 4id the Heformsilon produce any seleoted,
spirituel groups of young adulis. Yet todsy & churoh
walletin without the usual announsements of the various
youth activities would geum strenge o our cyos.

The reasons for the enphasis on youth asre manie
fold, and no specific list of these ressons would be
ascurate., However, some of our soolal conditions teday
throw light on the sltuation. ¥We live in an highly ore
g&ﬁiﬁ@d gra when machines, minerals, snd men sre specislizad
and gegregsted. ur ¢hureh pattern has had %o follow suld,
or set up new standards snd methods which would hardly he
practionl, -

But there is snother reason why the c¢hurch has
had to orgunize its yaa%h: the position and function of
the home hes chenged, has diminished, until the task

Bl



formerly congidered that of the purent hes had $o he

shouldered by institutions outsido the homee
RZven the home, which is regarded ss the world’s
grentest university, has ceased to funetion. Hew
Tores the duys of automobiles, moviss and other
pttractions, people spent mors $ime in the family
gircle, and there was larger opportunisy for charsce
ter building., laportant us is the instruetion by
parents, the home today has the child fewer hours
than rﬁrﬁarxy, Industrisl 1life, whieh ovcupiss so
mch of the time =nd thousht of the amsrican peopls,
8lso robs the ohlldren of mueh 0f the hous as8s00iue
tion nepessary for religious eultures The most
lamentsble of sll is the Pact that the bast of
parents, oven i{ so inclined, sre often not well
fittesd w0 give religioug instruction.® +

In %he last chepter it wss noted how religious
instruetion and even ir~lusnce has besn largely sliminated
from the Americen school, If then the ohildren and yosuth
do not get and Christian impetus or instruction Lrom the
homs or sehool, 1t must be supplied from the aaareh; aften
from the chureh slong. ihis, then, is the answer 83 to the
rasson for orgenized Christisn youth and ehiildrents Erours,
?hay arose to sombal the problem of aeeulari&ae‘

I% @il& be the purpose. of this shapter to
examine the existing organizations dedicated to the teask of
giving the coming gaaéra@iam & Ghrdstien training, some
organizations functioning only in the field of religion,
others in all fields of educetion, 2ll in opposition to
seoularisn.

necsesss
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The organizationg %o be exanmined sre divided
into two groups, those whieh work with students in elementeny
and secondary schools, and those which work with students
in higher educations These organizations sre the Zunday
Sehool, Saily Vaeatlon 3ibls Sehool, young people's groups,
student work on sollege snd Qniv&raitiy gompuses, departe
ments and ooursss in rsligion, the chureh related eeilagaﬁ,
and the independent, interdenosinationsl Christisn instiw
tu%iaﬁa;’ This group is not presented aa‘baiag exhangtive
of the forees whlech huve resisted sggularian, bBut iz bee

lieved to be representulive.

Be The ¥Work of the Church with Blementary and Jecondary
dehool Students

1. The Sunday Sohool.

e Origin and development in ingland.

Ho one knows Jjust when or where the very first

Sundey School came into being.

*Hany olaimante Lor the Lirst Sundey Hohool organie

zotion are %o be found. Sunday Schools were

orzanized in this country as ear}y #8 the year

1659, iun iurope, rmich eevlier.”
Howeveyr, Jundsy Sehool is usually traged back only as Loy
as Ingland, for it was hers thet 1% wes first orsunized
to any extent.

LE 2 2 % 3 3
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The reasons for the rise of the Sunday School
movemsnt, ss we now understand 1%, were two=fold; first
was the abolition of the edugational institutions of the
past {monasteries and other religious bostes, snd second,
the breskinz up of the parochiul system of Protastuntism,
These two collapses left the children neglected entirely,
in respect %o educsiion - even the rudiments of reading,
weiting and arishmetic. This wss %ha’aandi%iaﬁ in England
when & young nminister, Robert Helkes of Olouchester, dige
covsred the childran of the Lamilliss were factory workers
roaming the streets aimlessly in the hours when others were
at church. He 4id somathing sbout it. wiﬁh fouyr women
sesobers he brought these str&a%xaﬁilﬁreﬁ in to the church
for a day of genersl aﬁ&rr&iigiaus instraetion. Three
years luter in 1783 he begen to ugitats for schools such
as he had started to be founded by the church. These
sehools, in furs, gave birth to the modern Znglish elemenw
tary aanéal ayﬁtamal The rest of the movement in ingland
is not pertinent here, Ior the Bunday éahaal.ia,ﬁmargaa'
ook on & different choragters i

be The Sunday School in amerisa.

#¥hen the Pligrims csme %0 amerieca, they brought

with them the coneeptiosn of pabliec schools. When the
dunday dehool movement reached smsries, the Paritans
X NE |
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rejeoted the ides of heving the whole of Sundsy & duy of
inatruetion which included non-religlous subjeets, on the
principle that it was breuking the fourth Commandment.
Consequently, the Sundey Sehool in iaerlcs beoume two or
thres hours of rali@imua'iﬁaﬁrua%ias;l
The first Sunduay Schools in smerica were begun
intshe early part of the ninetesnth century,
"ass Heton begen a Sunduy Schood,at Christ Churoh,
Boston, in the summer of 1815, which was the Tirst
of the exlsting schools in Hew inglend,®
In 1815 5%, CGeorge's and Christ's Churoh of Hew York City
started Sundey Sohools, and history then moved rapidly. By
1824 the American Sunday School Unlon was organized and the
work spread very zapidly, probably becsuse the churoeh had
been so low spirituslly. The United States needed the
svangelisiie euphasis whieh ﬁhe Sunday dchool movement hads
*4% the ¢lose of the firgt decade of the Union's
exigtence there were Lifty thousand pupils, Tive
thousund teschers, twenty slght book stores of the
Union situsted in ninetsen different diossseas, and
yet prior to this had been the durkest erz of ths
ehurch, &till the system wes nothing more than
catechizing, and the chief power of the Sunday
dohool lay in ¢the personsl relationship of the
teacher o She pugila, and the enthusiasm whieh the
gchool aroused.”
During the Civil ¥er $he churoh and education
were 8t & veriteble standstill. But in 1870 there waa &
BIRERNR
1, Cubberleyy 0pe Glte; po 5B
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renewal of sun&ay Sehool interest. The American Sunday
8ohool CGhurch Institute wes founded, whieh gave birth %o
the Interdenominaetional Uniform Series. Yet the Sundey
School was legzing behind the public school in methods,t
(yestel&tzi'a principlee were belng adspted in the United
States.) Thus came a flood of teacher training schools
and materials, |

%ﬁch of this awakening and viﬁa;izing of the
Sunday Sehool was the result of the new vision of the
capacity of Christian edueaticﬁ ag proclaimed in Horacs
Bushnell's thesis, Growth by Murture, paublished in 1846.
The most complete fulfillment of his thesis is found today
in the International Council of RBeligious Eduestion, Two
orpzanizations merged in 1922 %o form this interdenomina-
tional source and promovion eouncil,  The main emphasis of
Bushnell and the I.C.R.E. is evangelization by education,
rather than expescting immediate results in ahil&ren &8 was
true just previous %o Eushnell;a

Cw Eeaﬁlta of the Sunday School,
1) Earlier results,

The evahgalie&l neture of the Sunday School
movement in its aaily years was due to the e¢hureh being
dormant at that time. It aerv%d a great purpose, not only

Vu‘u‘iﬁ“t ko "o“a
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among children, but with adel$s also, The echurch of the

next generation was Yar stronger becauase of 1%.
i wminister = well qualified %o spesk from his
reaords, guve &8 his opinion that elght tenths of
the Chursghes in the velley of the Hississippi,
organiged in the previous Lifteen yesrs, had
grown out of the Sunday dehools.
"Even when & chureh was no$ founded 88 the resull
of & Zundey School, ehildren were brought under
Ohristian instruction and entire neighborhoods
led o religiws belief and practices.” 1

PThus the Sunday School was missionary in charaoter.

2) Later resulis.

48 the shurel awoke 10 its missionary responw
8ibilisy, the Sunday School aﬂift@a its sumphaesis o the
nﬁrﬁur& of the ohild., This was especislly nedsssury when
the Bible wes elinminated from the school ourriculum in the
middle of the nineteenth century.® The trend to concen~
trate relligious instruoiion in the Sundey Sehool has

increased even %o the present %time. This feot was sharply
brought out by a sta&eﬁ% who came from Hungary %o study in
the Moody 5ible Institutes. She wasg emazed %0 find that we
who foster so mich educszdtional work among shildren of
othar l&nas should neglect our own.
*In our sehools in Hungery, religious instruction
is a4 dally matter. It 1s baught as frequently ss
geography and arithmetic, and no pupil iz relessed
from slesses in which it is tought." o

The sducators of this country would deTend

v FrsEvEe |
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themselves By saying t&ﬁ% they want to leave our ohildren
fresc from indootrinabion and secterisan emphasis,  But is
it possible %o give @ ehild ability %o judge by leaving
one half of the pieturs blank?
".es Aif Our fear of indoeirine tion, we have prec-
$iced n worse indootrination: by our zilenee in
seculsr education, we Have indoctrinated ohildren
to balieve thaey God doas not exist and that Jesus
Christ does pot nmatiers.s The debaecls has come so
slowly that most gaamle do not reslize its iconoe-
al&a%i&ﬁimyar%; }
Hers we are beplinning to arrive &t the heart of the probe
lome In Bhe six other days of the week & ohild letrns %o
think and sot entirely epert from any relationship to God.
On Sundsy in one hour o less, we axpeet to give him an
innoculetion of religion encugh %o oulbalance his weekly
habite, Buttriek continuss:

"aunday Sehools confront 8 seemingly impossible

tugks They must ofvset in one hour %he indoow

trinating silence of Bthirty hours of weekday

school. They must grapple with the more-thuns

gh&rﬁy hours of peraoticsl ungodliness in the

QG
®fhe Chureh must take ite @&u@mtia&a& $ask with
far grester urgency." <

This acknowledgenent was mude in 1947, It is encouraging
to note thet the church is beginning to become aware of

its foilure 0 meet the problom of seoularisw throuzh the
Sanday Sehool slone. In 1842 a book was published whieh
mot the problem in much the sswe veln that Buttrisk 4id.

[ B-E XX 2 8}
l. Ueoe 4 Buttrieck: "Our Psgan Fablie Schools”, Christisn
Herald, 1947,
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That book is God in Cur Public Schools. sSays Fleming:

Yese what psychological, what pedagogical folly
%0 feed the polson of sesularisu, praciicsl
atheism, in the achools and expect the antidote
to be applied in home and ehurchi™ 1

The conclusions reached by Denson (in 1943) point to the

next organization, which shall be briefly trested, the

Daily Vacation Bible School.
*In most Sunday Scohoold the sesslon covers a single
hour out of 168 hours of the week. When Yopening
ezxerclises’ Iinstead of worship services ocoupy the
Lirst part of the houry the actuasl elasa study
constitutes the effective period of instruction.
The time consuned in getting ready %o teach, in
attention to records ol attenddnece, and other fussy

oscupatlons, further reéuaaa th@ actual period of
instruction,.” 2

Benson then quotes Donald d. Gorhsm.
*To oall the teaching content of ths modicum of
mimites that remain & sufficlent supply of
Ghristian edunoeation for ithe ordinary normal boy
or glrl is & ludiorous miscarriage of comuon
genaa. ™

It was the recognition of this lack of time for Christian

instruotion thaet gave rise to vacation Chureh Schools.

£, Daily Vacation Bible School

There is record of a vacation Chureh Sechool in
1394 in Hopedale, Michigan, but not unitil & Hew York minise
tar took asdvantage of aum%ar days,; empty churches, and
eolleges students on vaomtion did the ides become widespresd,.

L2 X2 RS ¥
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That minister was Br, Boville, miais%aﬁ at the Sapiist
ity %iéaiﬁn_ﬁaai@%y on the Hast side of Hew York. In
15086 Dr, BDoville started his a&haal‘ax worship, work, and
play under the lesdership of trained %eaaﬁa&a‘;. By 1983
$his work had become world wide, reocognized %ﬁ?ﬁ&gﬁ an
auxiliary of the Interpationul Council of Religlous Iducaw
£10n., |
ihe advantages of the Vﬁsa%iaa Ghurch Sohool
are many: 6 ooncentrated period of tims, fteathers better
than the avavagé‘ﬁan&ﬁy dehoul t@@akar,‘ahiléran'rﬁﬁah@ﬁ
who have not been in any Sunday Schoosl {1t is satimated
that one foursth of the pupils ure not rescbed aﬁher@iaa},g
and & nmorse veried program; permitiing Christian principles
’%s be put into sotion.
"¥wo weeks of intensive work in Veestion Church
Huhool is accomplishing es much ag the sntire
year in the Sunday Sehool.”
- However, the same problem counlronis one here
&s inviswing the effectiveness of the ﬁaﬁﬁay Sohoold. How
can there be enough taught in two weeks %o oflfset the nine
monthe of secular school work? Rurther, does this not
separate in the mind of the ohild that whioh is “suered”
and thet which is "seouls»™? The aim of the Chriatisn
educator ie to make sll of life "sasred" or Chriatian.
- sBBHO AN

1. Paul Vieth:; The Churoh and Christisn HZducation, pe 57
. Hensont ope Gite, 264,
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“Valuable as is the Dally Vacation Church School,
it cannot measure up o the larger possibilities
of the Week Day Church School.” +
3¢ Heak Day Ghuren sehool
The Wesk Day Chureh Sohool is more closely akin
to the ﬁauﬁay'ﬁehssl then the Dmily Vacation ﬁi%lﬁ Sehool,
for 1% provides yeur round instruction, |
Starting in Gery, Indiens, in 1%1%, in threc
deoades there wers 88 states in whish sush schouls existed.
The schools consist of one or %wo hours & week of addie
tional religious instruction during school hours, thet time
being ral&a&éﬁ {Holeased Time is the tern uséé iﬁ sone
localities} for the student %o go %o his own ehara& for
instruction.” This provides for differences in faiths and
denominations, and aleo keeps within the law of ihe country
to have state and church separate, |
Two opposing views on the part of religious
educators are ourrent, Fleming, who is concerned in getting
the Bibls buck into the class room, insilaete that Released
Time will hé&@ keep the Bible out of the olass room, COn=
fined %o the ohurech., He says that thls means reaches only
those who are slrsady resched, and that is not enough.
*Phe position of the Relsased-%finers is less defene-
sible than that of parochicl school promotaers.
Both say the publie school is 'godless's The latter
EEXEY XY
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try to get thelr ohildren out of the polsonous
atmosphere. The former are willing for the
poison %o work on sll the ehildren twenty-nine
hours a week if they ¢an apply the sntidote o
a few of them one hour & weak."

On the other hand, Paul Vielh sees some daeli-

nite possibilities in the Heleaged Time plane
*Through the years thers has been & gradual, but
gure elimination of the religiocus sloment.e» In
our day thers is & murked desire on the part of
many, both schoolmen and churehmen, %0 re-examine
this trend Soward seoularization and its evident
rosulits,”
Here he points out the faet which we have alrsady recog-
nized, that neutralivy iz impoasible, for if God is not
mentioned, then one takes 1% for zranted that$ there is no
God, or i there is one, He does pot matter much, Vieth
proposes thet we teunch religious history and morals as a
part of mblio sduoation, merely bringing the exdstence
and influence of religion to the attention of the pupils,
It will be sn objective atudy within other subjects, Then
the purpose of Hdeleased Time would be to bring sbout
decialon for the faith, acaar&iﬁg % the ehureh whieh the
ehild abtends, &

The plan sounds quite workable and spund., Howe
ever, the actlon of the Supreme Lourt within the lasi two
days might easily lead to the death of the mention of Uod
and to the cungeling of Heleased Tinmc.

(2R XN TN
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"in Be=to~l dscision upheld the complaint of a

mother in Chempaign, Ill., an avowed athelst,

who suid that her son had baen "embarrussed”

by being $the only ohild in his room not &ﬁﬁ?ﬁ@*

ing religious olasses under s loeal plan.”
This plan involved the use of sehool bulldings, but with
the statenment from the Bupreme Court as Yo the complete
separation of church and state, it sould be Interpreted to
inelude the use of school time. At least the vice presie
dent of the Fuhlie Eéua&tiaﬁ agsociation expressed his
views in that manner, "The released-tine Program as now
sarried on is dafiﬁiﬁaly afiectsd by this deoision.” B

| How appropriate here is %h@ oomment by Clarence
Bensoni | ‘

*Zha Bible is recvgniged in the ae&ttraam,yhaz not

in the olassrooml ... ig provided Tor the lusane and

eriminals, but not for the lgnorant and children," 3

I% is recognized as corrective, but not as preventative.

4. Paroohisl snd Hondenominasional Christian Sohools.

, In light of the inovsasing aeaal&r&@iﬁg of the
public achonl, there is a growing concern and interesst of
Ghristisn educators and parents in paroochial and indspene
dent Christian schools. In & recent lssue of Christizn
bife-and Times the many schools whioh have developed in She
| twentioth century wors festureds, It ié important s unote
that the enmphasis was not on Christisn fellowshiyp alons, but

(2 X2 X ¥ ] |
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also on Christian scholership.l If these schools.exist
for the purpose of aﬁmasph&fa, there is 1i£tle reason for
méntianing them as to their role in eambating seculsrism,
for atmosphere is a nebulous thing and will not serve the
parpsss of pray&riﬁg the student to take his place in a
seeulsr society after aenool.ﬁays; But if these sohools
are really grounding the student intellectually %o meet the
prohlems of the world from a thoroughly Christian point of
visw, then there is every reason %o be actiively inﬁereated
in them, |
Dr. Cornelius Juarsma, asuthor of one of the‘

few textbooks in eﬁuéati&n written from %ha Christian
point of view, left his position on the faculty of a
Ghrié%ian college in order %o devote his full time to
promoting and making solid the foundations of Christisn
glemantary and secondary schools, so important does he
deem the role of the school in the early years of @ child's
life.

".es Preligion, according %o Bavinok, is potentially

present in every indlvidual, I% is not a product of

dfroction these Sendencies sre going o takesr 5

.
The advantage of the parochial school is that

all subjects can be taught frem & Biblical point of view;
1. cf. Christian'Liiv‘e"and Times. August, 1947.

2. Cornelius Jasrsma: The Hducationsl Fhilosophy of
Herman Bavinock, p. 158, '
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that is; history oan be taught from = theistic perapsciive,
in lizht of God's eternul purpose for mankind and this
world, end mathem:tics can be understood as & discovery of
God'a perfect order, When religious instyuction and edu=
gution are thus nmade one, the xaaul%'is & true Christian
eduontion,

"The weekdey school doss not offer & eomplete answey

$0 this problem, becauss... it ¢&n make no provision

for the utilization of the spliritual and religious

values in all the school subjects, which, as we shall

saee, are the chiel vehieles for an understanding of

rekigion &5 it may be teusht in the public achools.” 1

~ The disadvenbtuges are three fold., One, there

aure no textbooks ror Christian instraction. The existing
toxtbooks would have to be reinterpreted by the teacher.
Two, few touchers have been $rained to tesech from the
Christian point of view, becsuse fovw fields huve been
rethought in the theistic fremework. Three, if an indie
vidual is trained Lrom early years Po think in the framee
work of Christisnity, unless he has been eduocuted ag to
how the world is currently interpreting the same faots he
has, he might Lind the impaed of this other view overs
whelning, and be at & loes in kpowing how to ocope with L&,

"fhe tragedy in ouy educution toduy 1s that in too

many Christien schools the pupils ere pressrved

from the shattering impuet of what non-Christisas

are thinking and are, thersiore, Irequently unable

to meat the Dproblems of thought of whieh they have

LEE R E R K
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never heord until they are buek in the world and
their sduoution is over.® 1

The raaé that thege discdventages are being reoogulzed is
sncourazing, for with the recognition will come the atteupt

$0 meet the problems.

5. Toung People's Sooleties.

In 1882 the need for an @mpr@s&iaﬁal mesting
for young people was met by Franeis &, Clark in his
lzunching of the Christian Hndeavor Joeciety in Portlend,
Huines 7This was for the purpose of providing the sge
group which had grown “top old” for wuﬁééy Sehool with a
program of thelr own of worship, iasfruetion, and sbove
ali, expression. 7The idea grew by lesps and bounds and
soon denoninationg were organizing other aimilar youth
groups, sueh as the Weatminster Fellowship of the Yresby-
terian Churohe. |

Thaet expressional youth groups have been
effeative ia proved by the fact thot "meny Christians
today can trace their interest in the Church back %o the
time when thay first becume sotive in the youth movemant,"2
The major difficulty of this group not being related to.
the rest of the chureh program has been recognized and is
8ti1ll being dealt with in meny of the churches., The youth

Conescs
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group is being included in the planning for the toial
Church=gohool Progrode i

4B %o the exlent %o whlch this group meets the
provlen of secularism, we know very litile, for i% does
not have a nationul churacter, ﬁurﬁhér, gince it 1s an
axpregsionel nmesns, there is little positive teaching
wiich would meet the ia%allaaﬁaal-ﬁifﬁiaaltieé of the
Eroups It is emphusized that & keen minded dirsetor is
absolutely essentisl for any progress in thought %o be
mades £ Therafors, the effectiveness of the youth group
gz & stabilizer in the midst of a seculer world is oom ~
parable to that of the Sunday Schooly i% resches a few to

& oertuin point, but thut {s not enough.

Ce Tha ¥York of the Churceh wibth Ftudents in Higher Zducation

L. Sthudent vork on HoneChristisn Campuses.

"The intelleotual atmosphers of ocur tims, however,
hags created a tremendous presupposition against
Christienity, considersd now ¢s a body of bellef,
being true. Yo have witnessed the birth of a new
1&§ai&ibility, the infullibility of humun jaﬁgmﬁnt -
if, indeed, it is 'new'." O

Sinee the birth of this new infellibility, %there hes been

the birth also of eorganizations which have tried 0 oounw

tersact the "atmosphere” on the college oampus, The nmost
LEXERE X |
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outstanding of these sre the Young Men's Christian ssso-
elation {and its slster orgenisation for women ), the
Intere-Voreity Christian Fellowship, aﬁé:VQFXQﬁﬁ denoninge
tional centers, such as the Wesiminster %@anﬁ&ﬁi@na
&, The Yoang %éﬂ‘a Chrigticn Fellowshlp,

ihs history éf the ¥ H. Co &s gosa baek to the
middle of the ninetsenth century in England, IV wes one of
ofa flond of gre:t sweial und philanthrople movements which
come in the wuke of the sighiesnth eénﬁury zaviwal.l The
main ewmphasis of the Y. M. Us 4. was 8% first evangelism
of young men snd bBoys on campuses., In this conneetion the
printed laseitures of G C. Fiuney contributed grecily to
the esrly evangeliocal zeel and methods of the crgaaizatimﬁ.g

However, 1% wus soon recognized that the work would be

greatly improved if it met the spiritusl, intellesctual and
sooisl needs alike, lﬁQ Jas Hoody, holding the ﬁ@@r@ﬁagyu
ship in the Chicsgo ares, did extensive work in ruising
funds to build centers for this thres fold work to be
varried ong for in this manngr the unchurcied men aﬁﬁihaya
were reached. °

The general character of the work remained the
same Ihrough 3he first world war, ensbling %wo university
men to write:

¢rase0s
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“In 1924 238 ip 1844 it regerds ths winning of

young men and boys for the Lord Jesus Chrisd

as its primsry work.,”™ 1
To the observer today, there ies & striking contrast in
thet statement and the condition of the organizational
work in 1944 - or 1948, If the former primary aim was
"%o relate religion %o the everyday life of men and boys
and to the problems of the day,” that aim’nas been relae
gated %o a lesser place, VWith thst aim the organization
0o doubt made a greast contribution to meeting the problem
of secularism on the campus, but the situation today is
differents The organizsition has succumbed %o 1lts Oppénent,

"The way in which we bave s0ld our birthright is

by secularizing, in order %o achieve 'success' or

win members. The steady secularizaition of the

YoM.Csh, 18 8 case in point, long noted by all ob-

servers, though we are now fortunate in that we have

& group of national leaders in the movement who ure

seeking %0 reverse the process." 2 ;
In recent years, thersforey, the Y.H.C.s. has been of
1ittle help in meeting the philosophical and spiritual
needs of students.

B. The Student Christisn Hovement.

The Student thisﬁi&n,ﬁavemenﬁ is %he over sall

organizatieon which includes denominetional student groups,

the YoM, and YeW.0osnes und other religious bodies.
| Iin the esarly yeurs of this organization, like

.......

those of the Y.M.C.4,., the evangellistic motive was

RGNS
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' central in emphasis. * In this emphasls the individusl
wag dealt with primarily. In 1904 the approsoh was ohanged
to appeal more %0 4 group, for "an individualistic gospel
is not likely to toush students widely." ® Hence, %he
gtudent was dealt with Lirst in respect o the needs of
the world, $hen with his own incapacities. This wus the
fruit of the Socsial CGCoapel which was 50 popular beitween the
Lfirst and second Jorkd Wars. Thus; the J» (o e @z v whole
followed She same trend of secularization thuet the Y, Ms C. he
did.
In these postewar days the inltlsl emphasis
ssgems Yo be veturning.  The Oslo Conferencs held in the
summar of 1947 wes the produet of the d. U« ¥e and other
groups. The theme and purposes refleet the changling afile
tudes toward the liberal generalities and shellowness,
"The theme of the Conference is Zound in the pro-
elamation, "Jesus Christ is Lowrd;® sud five great
parposes in holding it Heve been steted: To re-
discover together that Jesus Christ is Lordy to
rebuild our fellowship in Christ; to face %$he situe
ation in the world and make good our olaim that
Jegsus 1. Lord in conorete wayay to find the job
young Christians huave to do individually and ocole
lectively by preyer und Hible study; end to plan
the stretegy of o world wide canmpaign to demone
atrate in_siving the reslity of the Lordehip of
Christe” S |

The words "rediscover™ and “rebuilld" are indiscative of the

“Q#h& L X4
1, Two University an: ope ¢ite, D 15%.

ds Ibide: Pe 149,
ds A Christian Year Book, 1347 edition, p. 1lé.



reoognition that for = period Christ the Lord was not their
comnon grounds The individusl end solleetive work of the
group is combined amw w1th the individuslts rasponse to the
gospsl Tirst, snd the Bible is once mors restored to its
rightiul g@siﬁimﬁ; These vary recent trends are quite pro-
misinge slthough little hss been done %o mest the problen
of seoularism on the Cempus, the mbvement is awakening to
the ﬁeé&, ag gvidencod in one of the subjecss whick was
discussed u% the Uslo Uonference lust swmuert: “Christiun
Eaapsnaibiiiﬁy in a Seoular Zpviromnment.® i

Ge The Inter-Varsity christisn Fellowship.

This evengeliocal novement iﬁiti@%@é;inf£M@l$nd
in the soriy tw@ﬁgiaﬁkf&aﬁtary; ﬁﬁvﬁﬁ to Capada and s%a?ted
aha?t@rﬁ in $hs United Stetes in the fourth decade, The
cantral @m@hﬁaiﬁlwf,%ﬁia gréaﬁ aas besn Bible gt&&ﬁ éaé .A
prayery the twa'ma&ﬁa Whieﬁ the Y; %; G,‘ﬁ¢ and the S.0.%,
did not sup:ly.

o gl@haﬁgﬁ Hible study and praver ure the hoges
of %&ié group, its sotivitiss sre no¥ limited %o these
alone., 48 & means of @v&ngalisg, the groups sponsor
social a¢tivities, apseial speskers, discussion, and any
oth&r'ﬁwéjaaﬁ a‘laéa&Aaﬁé§t@r mizght choosa. From the
aeducetionsl point of view thé most &é&sﬁéﬁntiva mesns of
| | - (XX E XN R J !

l. & Christisn Yeur Book: ‘iéé?laﬁitiam* Pa L17.
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mecting seoularism has been provided %nﬁaughVa monthly
pabliontion, Hiss 4articles are selected wlith the student
in mind, Problems of faith, difficuliiss in scientific
matiers, means of mesting $he humanistic philosophy, all
ars deslt with in this scholarly meguzine.

Although numericsll the L. V. Os Fo is small,
its impact has been felt, even by the liberul Christisn

£T0NDB.

*In-our eolleges snd universities the libersl forces
often count for vory Little, becausse they ars so
lacking in either courage or vigor, while some other
groups, with not & tenth as useny menbers, make their
influence feld in & remarkable way. & waell informed
and highly intelligent eounselor, writing from &
gamnpus ogocupled by more than ten thousand students,
presents this eontrast in the following trenchant
words: ‘'Y8peaking bluntly, almost ths only Protestant
student group on the ocampus that takes its calling
geriousiy enough %o have a delined mombership, artie
gulate position and pay the price in prseticsl dise
cipline, is the local Inter-Varsity Christian ¥Fellowe
ship. The kindly way of well bred peopls who wele
soma all in their c¢ompany who havs & sense of umor
and don't raise theiyr voices whon they talk -~ seoems
an inadequate besis of meintuining membership in a
novenent yhien alaims 0 be revolutionary in its
impaot.”

Thus the Inter-Varsity Christian Pellowship has in 8 mea-

sure met the problem of secularism on the compus,

£+ Departments of Beligion in Non-Christian Sochools,

“Lducated people have m knowledge of fine erts,

s8cience, government, economies, and other reslus
of universal soeisl experience, tut are uneduw=
cated on the same ucudemic level in religion." 2

Souhose

ls Trueblood: obe cite, pe 83,
e Womt: ops e1%., De 175,
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Leaving the word "educuted” out, that stutement oould well
be used by the Selective fervice of our nation, for in
this lest wur we have been asppalled at the luck of rellw
glous $raining or knowledge which wus showy through induce
tive oxaninations. Ferhaps this is anaraﬁ tﬁ@ regsons our
secular celleges and uni?aﬁsiﬁi@a heve developed & new
intersst in departments of religion.

*The most encouraging Lackor in the colliege relie
gious scene is the growing sense of responsibility
on the purt of colleps administrators for iunte-
grating roligion with the whole work of higher ‘
sducution.s+ 7This new concern is leading the siute
universities $o give more encouragement %o the tepghe
ing of veligion 1n the curriculume” 1

Upon Lirst imgraﬂaiang this would seem quite
snosureging. lHowsver, when one considers the rest of the
currioculum, it%s busib philosophy, i%a ungodly p?afaaasrs,
and the smell number who would enroll in such clessss, the
dspartment of religlon is comparable to the wﬁrk'af the
Sanday Schools

"Pre - Willlem Lyon Phelps tells usy; in his fascie-
mating autoblography, that he ’wss invited to
~teach in & certain colliegs, and was asked if I
eould keep my religilon out of the c¢lass room; on
my %elling this %o Fresident Dwight he laughed
und said, "4y own obssrvntion shows thut college
teschers who ave religious never mention 1%,
wherets those who are antireligious inmpress their
§;a§aﬁ0n the studenss «nd %alk zbout Lt constante
w® .

4s is the case in delesused Tine, compartmeni-

BESB OB G

l. Clarsnce s Ghedi; The Churel Folliws Its Students,
. Ps 47, , .
Ze Wilbur Smith: oOps 01%es pPe 485.



alizing serves o make in the pupil's mind = dividing
line betweun that whieoh iz "saored” and $hat which is
"geonlart,

"Some adjust their religion %o science; atﬁésﬁ

adjust their seience to religionees S%1L1l others

keep the Two in separate comparinenis, or glve

them distinctive plecss in some lerge synthesis.s.

ldeally, of course, one should hope for nmore than

this. One should hope $o aohieve some higher

gynthesis in which science and religion would not

only co-oxist, but reinforce one snother,™ 1

The college student would no% find, se 3&@?@&@&,

thet in his c¢lass in religion his relisgious nsture wus
bedng educuted., Hather, he would finsllybegin to sos &
sharp line of distinction beitwesn what he was to belisve
in his class in religion and what he was %o believe in his

biology class, for both claim g garsaah falth,

"Seience is an accumilated ka@wlaﬁg@, syatematizned
and der:-ived by experimental methods in reference
to conceive gen jeral laws oy probabilitioas...
Seientism, as all other isms, is & falth. It is a
fuith in the universzl sdeguaey of sclentifie pro-
wepdures,” & ,

A striking illustration of the falth smericans have in
geience is an editorial repervoussion in the Saturday
fieview of Literature, entitled, "Let the Zagle 3@?@&&.“
“It is sven $rite to scy that we ars incomparsbly
the richest and moat poweriul nation on esrth.
fuy demotrgdio institutions have emerged Irowm the

war unimpaired. Jur inventive capaciiy is still
phenomensale .. our scientists leed the world. Ve

seaqeve

1. Horton: op. oltey; pe zvie
Be Wost: oOpa eit., Pe 15&;
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cpuld supply the world wish natursl convéniences .
and all the other cevioes which minister to men's
health and comfort and ease." 1
The writer then makes a long list of material blessings
with which we
"lock to the future with confidence and eaurage,
g0 that we may have the power %o regenerate and
gome %o the aid of sll mankind," 2
Faith here certainly lies in the realm of the natural., But
the Christian educator says that "enduring social transfore
mation l1ls impossible of realization without shanged human
hearts,™ % The student cannot hold both these visws at
once; he must meke & choides 4nd if the rest of his col-
lege life and thought is humanistic and naturalistic, the
main weight of the decision will rest there,
4 few educators are becomling conscious of this
problem and see the need for Christian emphasis in all
realms of life.
"Religion is always a more redemptive fores in those
universities where the administrution aseeks for
religious quality in its fsculty, =nd give intelli-
gent and uunsmbiguous support to any movement that
may have religlous significance for any part or for
all of the university constitueneys The diffie
culties of the past two decades have been enormous,
coming as they have out of the secularizetion of
life in generul.™ 4

Again, it was seid in the Annual Report of the Jensral Sece

retary to the Couneil of Church Boards of Edaaatieﬁ:

[ XN N RN R NI

1. Harrison Smith: "Let the Bagle Scream,® Saturday
Rgview of Literature, Maroch 15, 1945, p. 208,

Bs Ibid. '

3« He Gross: "The Christien College in the Post ¥War World)
Christian Xducation, Mareh, 1945.

4o Shedd: OP» Qitg, Pe 484
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"I% is & joy to report thst the colleges are be-
goning nore gonscious that their responsibility
in character development snd religious $raining
is a total and not only a deparimental responw
sibility."

3« The Churoh leleted Collegs.

During the twentieth century there has been a
decline of the Christian characser of the chureh related
anliege, flue %o the yhiiaaaghia&i fﬁuaﬁatiwns baing ade

Justed to the seaular trands

"Edueational movements in dmerica Lend to diminish
the differences between churoh ipstitutions and
non~Ghrigtlian achools, Some amerdican sdusators
hold that all smerican educatlon is Christian.
This gort of thinking has inhibited critical analye
sis of busie sducationsl phllosophies. In americe
it is possible for an institution to have & oone
trolling edueational philosophy thet is not Chrise
tisn. &ndy furthermors, it is possible for & none
Christian philosophy %o underliie the educational
work of & ¢hurch related school. The whole of
eduegtion in amerisa will be strengthened if oute
stending Christian educsators eritically exanine
modern oduoational Sheories and eff&etively'exgaae
their nonsChristisn implioations.™

Herein is one of the most polgnent and urgent pleas of our
day. Hobert Matehins of CGhicago University struck this
Keynote when he addressed the rezional maﬁtinggaf Catholie
colleges and universitises of the Middle Vest. |

“The trouble with you Cstholie colleges is that you
are not Gatholie esnougb. You have taken whot is
worst in seoulur &aliag@a and dlascarded what wosg
best in your owne"

$98 0RO

i, annusl Report of the General Secretuery %o the Couneil
of Churoeh Boards of Bducation: Christian Zduostion,
HMareh 1945, p. 2819,

Bs Grogs: oOpPe Clts; pe 206,

3s He Je Bartin, "Hot Christian snough”, Ghristian Hdue
cation, Juns 1B4B, p. 26lL.
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Harsin, President of Lorss éaliége, iaw&, eaatin&as with
the accusation: |
"How I wondsy i that reminder could not be made
more somprehensive so that we umight say, *Chrjise
¥ian oolleges are not Christisn enoiughee.?"
Inerensingly raiigiaue aetivities have been
left to oulside orgunizations in the chureh related gol-
lege. 9ne now gees listle difference in them from the
non=professing seculsr cunpusS.
"Aotivities are lelt o exﬁra~sarri$al&r érganizan
tlous like the Yo Hs s 1o sse Uertainly religlous
activities should not be gompulsory; neither
should they be left to an ouitside orgenization.
The religious life of a Christian institusion
should belong to the ingtitution itsell in cooperaw
tion with the churoh,” @
It is not so much Christian activities which the student

" needs, it is Christian thought patterns. activities are

expressive, and if there is no real Christian thought withe

‘in, then sotivities are purposelesas,

"Whaet atudents need is discipline in the syanthetie
method, They need to learn how to relate things
- %0 one another and how to mohieve for themselves,
with the aid of those who are more experienced
and informed, & larger perspactive and a more ine
glusive vision," &

"

The unique contribution of the Christian
college is tha$ there is & center $o whieh sll theses
*things" ¢an be related, namely, Christ snd His will for

| (A E X R X N

1. Ibid.
£s 8 4. Devan: "Heliglon Looks at Libsral Zducation",
Christian ﬁ&a@vtion, June 1945, p. €88,
Se David W, Sopers- "The Gh&is%i&n College ond Libersl
Fduosntion®, Christisn LZduestion, Sept. 1948, p. 41,
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munkind, Many of the seoular ocolleges are trying to Lind
& center for their ourrieulun,; and recently $here has
bsen ¢ return to the lmmesnitiss for Shis purpose.

"smarican education now Ioces & revival of humanie

tarien and olassical musnisme. These resurgent

humanisms are gombining %o challenge the orthodox

domination of pragmatic bumenism in organized

aducations»s Their comuon concern is for comumite

ment and integration of american sducation in terms of

the demogratic foith and tradition of Western

eiviligation.” &
However, the "demoeradie faith snd tradition of Western
gilvilization™ are rooted in Christienity, and & return %o
the humanities is only s persiasl veturn. I% therefore
8till remains the tusk of the Uhristian collegss to relate
81l of life o orthodox Christisnity. In this tesk, the
Christian educator plays the lesding role,

*upPpofessors who are Christian' is the most vital

part of the religious program of any 00llege..

Our seclences, our aits, our congeptions of soelety

milst cone ﬁaa&, or rother, they must move for—

wurd, %0 an 1n%agrxtiaﬁ with one another in the

kh@ﬁiﬁagﬁ of God end Lind their ruaison d'etre in

the aceam@liahiﬁg of His will for mankind.®

Ag with a%&ﬁent groups, 8o also the denominae

tional colleges are returning to theilr originsl aim and
Christisn vitality. one of the main remsons for this
return is the fzot that seculur education itself is now
recognizing its fallure to zive this generation eny motie
vating philosophy of life.- The second ¥orld ¥ar in one

LA E R SR 3
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generation served to shatter the falth of many in the
ability of men and man's invenitions and reasoning to sclve
the problems of cur day, which are more complex and mianle
fold than in sny generstion bvefores Up to this time we
have been eating of the fruits of the fuith of our futherss
How that that faith is gone asnd ocur own mixed faith in
materialism is gone alsoy; we have been lelt desolates The
world holds little promisss Thus we fsce now o great
bturning back to faith In & Fower beyond ourselves.

"Phe first Christian colleges were unguestioned

ellies of the Uhristicn Church. In truth, %they

were the Chureh in action in educellon.s. They¥sa.

diligently ocultivated the spiritusl iife of thelr

students. The curriculs included courses in .

theology and philogsophy, and consclous afiorts

were mude to relate students intelligenily to

religlion. ?haif taachers acocepted the Christian

view of life.™

It would be rather naive ¢o say that there is

in progress & mass returning to religious thought - we
have n@t'raaeheﬁ that point yet. However, in ocontrsst to
the plans of secular sducstion in these post-war days, 2
the plans of heretofore nominally Christian educutors are
dofinitely of a desper Christian eharuotoer. The issues |
of the publications, Religlous Zducation snd Christian
Hdueation” during the pesy three years are full of ariicles
indiccting this step foreward,

L X EX RN
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4. Independent Christien Institutions

The failure of the denominational church eolke
lages to keep their edusational philosophy free from the
ssoulsr trend of eduoation in the twentieth century eausaaﬂ
an unasusl growth and interest in independent Christian

solleges snd institutes anong caonservative Christians, The

tramén&aua growth of colleges such as asbury, = . Bob kenaa'
University, Houghtonm, Teylor, Weéstmonmh .. . and ¥hsaton

is testimony %o the need of such sclools, Within the last
decade many of these sohools heve more than ééubla& their
enroliment. S
It is the first postulate of thess sohools

that a s@euiar_aﬁu@atiaﬁ with religious "side interests"
is insufficient to produce real Christian Gonvigtiomn.

"God cannot be mede elthor real or controlling

to people whose sducation has been based upon

gizggg}ﬁf, mechanistie and material point of
I% is not impossible %0 2o to & secular school and meintain
one's Chrisgtisn faith, % 1t takes a very independent and
strong thilaker €o rethink all of one's educgntion in Chrise
tian %erns, Qf%éa a Christian interpretation is superim-
posed upon &n anti-Christian viewpolnt: sooner or later
the two will clesh end doubts and disbellef will arise,

descaos
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This is the resson that the ples for Christian educators
%o rethink their fields ir the irsmework of Christian
beliefl has been reiterated ln these past fow years.

The independent Christian school has two main
advantages over the denominational scehool, One is that
with & faeulty and board of trustess agreed upon the prow-
eminence of the Christian vlisw above all else, they aie
free to insist upon a definite rellgious conviction of
each of its fsculty members.

"Sometimes teashers, while pursuing a specialiszed
educational program, do not develop an unfere
standing of thelr social or religlous obligationa,.
Farthermore, the ftendency %o consider thet & perw
sonts religlous 1life is a private matter pre-
cludes administrators Irom enquiring sbout pro-
spective teachers' religlous views, church rela-
tionship, or personal philosophy of lifee... In
some instances, narrow interpretations of the
meaning of acadenmic Irsedom protected tesohers
who were unsympathetle with %the mission of the
Shriastian ﬂalleﬁe while they undermined its basio
philosophies.™ 4 . .

- The second advaniage 18 that in this postewar
world dencminational differences are diminishing and there
is great interest in ecumenicity. The independent Chiis-
tien sehool has no seotsrlen emphasis, but rather testifies
practically to the unity of the Spirit in Christians of
every ﬁena@&ﬁaﬁiaa.

There is one outstaanding ﬁiaaﬁ#an%age whieh
‘has already been ¢itsd in relation to parcchial sohiools,

(AR E RN
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In receiving & thoroughly Christian sduestion; & student
who has bsen sheltered from ocurrent seeculsr thinking end
11#&3@ often finde in taking his pluce in soclety ufter
his Torm=l education is finished thst he does not know
how %o cope with the minds of those whose eduocational
promises bave been a0 different. ?k@ fact that this prob=

lem is recognigzed is the Lirst step toward solving it.

D Summary

In the United Stutes thers exlsts & number of
Christian youth groups whieh are endesvoring in some
measurs to eombat the problesm of secularism. In this
ehapter we have exmmined, first, those whieh worked with
gtudents in elementary education, snd secondly, those
whieh worked with students in higher eduostion.

In both groups it was found thut some of the
orgenizations are sxtra-curricular, some curricular, and
some controlling the entire curriculum.

In all these groups there is & new and vital
interest in incereasing bhelr eflectiveness, & degire %o
make Christisnity central and motivsting to all of life,
this being the only answer of Christianity in & ssoular

worlds



CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY AND CORCIUSIORS



CHaZTER IV
SUHEEARY ARD COHGLUSIOHS

As SURBYY.

The beginnings of education in smerice were
from & Chrigtian motivation and wevre linked closely with
the ehurchs 48 the nation gréw woatward, the philosophy

and textbooks of the Zastern educational systen were cone

tinued in the new schools. However, during the ninew
teenth century, spirisual, economic snd politicsl changes
were nolding & new philosophy into ﬁmarieam’lifﬁ, which

was reflected in the educational institutions of the coun=-
$ry. american lsarning ocame to be bused on & maverialistie,
naturalistic philosophy. '

The twentisth century found nearly all of edu~-
aaﬁiaa gompletely aeeulafia&é, and consequently varlsus
student orgenizstions arose in an &%téﬁpt to meet the probe
lems In Chupter Two dresent dey education wss examined t
diseover the nature and extsnt of seculsrism in our schools
and universitiss. It wes found that currioulum, ﬁsxﬁbaaka;.
extra-gurricular aotivities and the basice philosephy were
s6ll affectesd by the splrit of secularism, and that students
are secking for an integratsing fsotor of 1life, some conw

seiously, others suboonsciously.

o Gm
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A brief history and study of the existing
student organizations which have been fsrméﬁ %o meet ﬁhe
problems of youth comprised the Third Chapter. Sone of
these organizations were connegted with the church, sons
were independent of the ohurch, but s$ill in cooperation
with 4t. 1% was noted that many groups were ineffective
begoause they had sucoumbed to the influence ol secularism
themselvess Iut these groups are now experiencing a return
to the basic postulates of Christianiiy and offer mich
promise In the battle oo Christianity with seculsrism.

Ba ﬁanaluaicns

?hé ﬁrablam ef seaalé&iﬂm is much more urgsni
than the organizsd chureh realizes, The chureh is come
prisaﬁAmainly of aﬁulﬁs; Their ganar&ﬁian was reised in
an sge when spiritusl beliel aaﬂgﬁhriﬁtian_awaaapts vere
8511l generally scosgpieds. ?ﬁéy &r& 8%ill livipng on the
fraits of their early training. Dut the generation whioh
comprises our student population todey has hed Siblical
%raiﬁing axtr&qﬁaﬁ from thelr public school educatlon and
beliel inkth@ au§@rn&%ural has been ruled out tﬁra&gﬁ
"Sedentism®. Yauin voday is aqseéyt;§;~ o étr&n&a loyale
ties, which sre aontrary saAdﬁaééﬁanyﬂénﬁ Ghristlanity.
Unless Christianity is put on an appealling zdtalleatualy

basis, as well us emotional, aéaularism will contimue to
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wield great influence upon the prospective lesders of to-
ROTPOW.

#hen one ssudiee the founding and growth of
Christien orgsnizations for youth in smerica, there is a
theill in %aaliaing the devotion and zeal whieh have been
in then, However, studying them as isolated from other
contenmporary influences gives only one side of the picture.
Yhen they are studied in their relation %o Yhe tremendous |
surge of antie CGhristlan influences, the elfedctivenens of
the Sunday Hehool, the Yuwing Men®s Christlan assoclation,
and like groups dwindles %o 1litile more than that of aae‘
course in a wide ourrioculumj for a few, thu: one course
might mold the entire schedule, but for the great majority,
1% is but a part of the whole. Organized Christisn efférté
mist pervede the enbire thinking process of the individuals
whom they vouoch, muist, én abort; be the integrating factor
of life, for Christ olsimed that “whosoever will lose his
life for my sake, the some shald aave itq“ 2

because the world ia looking for an answer for
winning the peacge, and because Ghria%ianity has feiled to
meet secularism on & sound intellectual basls, the main
thek whioh confronts the ohurch today is %o train Christian
youth in the varicus fields of lesrning, but with a cone
sistent, tharaugh,'zhéiaﬁiéfint@rgr@%atian¢ I% remains the

genenen
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problem of ocur Christian efuecstors $o rethink thelir fields
S0 as Yo make their courses end their colleges an effective
training plece Loy %hxiatian youthe

Probably %ha most encoureging conclusion to be
drawn ia the faot thet the orgunizations whioh wers liberal
or modernistic during the period betwsen the two world wars
have besn awskening to the iﬁfz&enea that secularism has
had uponr them, aund are returning now, ot least through the
heads of these organizmuations, to & more spiritual and evane
gellical emplisaise. The practice of reducing Christianisy
to the same paturalistio level as secular education merred
the temtimony of the ¢hursch aaa cangelled its afiaa%ivs&aﬁs
in reaching youth., Often these groups did not resch youth
for Jesus Shria%; but for an abstract idesl, That wes
found %o be insuffieient and not satisfying. With the
return now o faith in Christ ss Lord and Ssvior the work
of Christisn leaders will be Turthered greatly.
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