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INI'RODUCT ION 



A STUDY OF 

HI RELATION TO ITS OOJYli'RIBYJTION 

GRO\'VTH 

Il\"l'RODUOTION 

A. The Problem Stated 

The has universal in all age groups. The world 

never tires of hearing or reading about the adventures of human beings. 

Vlhile stories are of two kinds, oral and i>~ritten, this thesis con-

aider only the written story; that ia, the fiction book or novel. 

Willard t\.. says of novels: 

the world loves a good story and 
in observing, consciously or unconsciously, the ability of the 
writer to weave characters and into a well-wrought 
narrative that is interest-holding. 

The adolescent is in a transition period of his life. He is 

emergin;o~ from childhood entering into ad1.1l thood. of 

is a difficult one and many de avoid it rather than 

face up to the it meJce. The unknown is and 

to enter into it means insecurity. To remain in the seJlJe state 

the young boy or irl the years 

cannot the which t,ake but, i.t is 

to c ircm:nvent the procea of' 

up is an who stllJ d:i 

1., Willard A. Book 
PP• 118-119 .. 
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Anything that the mature Christian can do to help and encourage boYs 

and g;trls over this difficult period is his responsibility. 

The adolescent is deeply interested in himself' will want 

to grow U1) if' it seems worth~ihile and if' he knO\'iS hOV'T. It is at this 

point that fiction books come in. They are v1ritten about live persons 

like himself' who are experiencing the same conflicts and he 

is. The immediately identifies himself with the person he is 

reading about and critically follows the plot and solution. The teachings 

presented will be digested and accepted if' they appeal. Vfhen these same 

thin~a are said by parents and friends, they 

in e. book they assume authority. 

unheard but when read 

Fiction books are intere and therefore are being read. 

Is there to be gained this reading other than several hours 

of enjoyment? A study will be made to discover the of fiction 

:reading. If the values of reading fiction are substantial, then the 

next question to ask is, can these be utilized in the teaching of 

Christian education and how? It will be the problem of this thesis to 

see ~n1at fiction c~n give the reader and how certain selected fiction 

books can be used in the of Christian educB.tion. 

B. The Problem Delimited 

Reading is done primarily for t•-vo purposes - for pleasure and 

for information. Helen E. Eaines adds another purpose to the that 

of inspiration. She then goes on to state the types of' books which 

come under each Fiction books appear both head-

iration and :recreation (referred to as .) Here 
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are her divisions: 

Books of Inspiration - as religion, philosophy, poetry, fine 
drama and fino fiction. 
Books of Information - as biography, history, travel, science, 
useful arts, sociology. 
Books of Recrea·tion - as fiction, drama, hu:tllor essays, light 
reading in various fields. 

According to Heaps: 
The importar1ce of opening up the treasures of real literature 
as early as possible cannot be overemphasized. To defer too 
long the use and enjoyment of library books as distinguished 
from formal textbooks is a clear loss in childhood and may be 
fatal to the development of a pe~~anent interest in reading. 2 

The books studied in this thesis will be those V'lhich are road for 

pleasure - fiction books. 

The study has been further delimited to fiction books written 

i'Ti thin the past eleven years and recom.1nended in the catalogues of the 

major religious and denominational presses. Further selection has been 

made according to the interests and needs of the adolescent. Heaps 

classifies these reading interests as follovis: 

Readers of junior high school age are absorbed largely in 
plot narrative, excitement, thrills and suspense. On the 
senior high school level this entertainment value is linked 
with a greater~appreciation of broader, deeper and more 
subtle values.,.., 

It is with these two age groups and their fiction reading that this 

thesis ''fill deal. 

Heaps then goes on to suggest the following broad types as 

always being popular with adolescents: Adventure, animal, aviation, 

farm life, frontier and pioneer life, heroiam, historical novels, home 

. . . . . . . . 
1. Hele11 E. Haines: Living '\'lith Books, p. 4). 
2. Heaps, op. cit., p. 119. 
). Ibid., p. 119. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE VALUES OF FICTION REfilliNG 



A STUDY o-g 

SEL11lC!ED J'ICTION' 'gQR YOUTH 

IN DLA!ION TO ITS CONTmU!ION' 

TO CHRISTIAN . GRO\f.I!B 

CB:APBR I 

!BE VALUES OF FICTION RlllADIW 

A. Introduction 

Of all the reading in the field of 11 terature which is done 

to~, the reading of novels dominates. 1 This is shown b7 the ma~ 

book clubs which are in existence, b7 the number of novels on the lists 

of 11best sellers" and b7 the contiD.u.ous surging inflow of new novels.2 

Therefore, reading a. good book is something people like to do 

and will accomplish. If this same reading is also of va.lu.e to them 

theD. there is a ver7 desirable cause-effect situation which will be re-

pea.ted often. Assuming that reading is pleasurable and a.t the same 

time educational, it should have a. place in the program of Christian 

Education. 

So often the stuib' of the Christian we:y of life is associated 

with dull, uninspiring S'll.Ildq School lessons and with reading the :Sible 

in such a. wq as 7ields no meaning to students unless it is explained to 

them. !he conditioned response equates Christia.nit7 with boredem and 

• • • • • • •• 

1. Heaps, op. cit., p. 420. 
2. At least 1,200 are published each 7ear. Ibid. p. 437. 
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unreali v. Through the use of fiction as a teaching medium .the con-

ditioned response associates Christianity with pleasure. 

What, then, are some of the values of fictional readingt 

]. Values of Reading Fiction 

1. Inspiration. 

A book will prove to be an inspiration when the ideas pre-

sented therein so move the emotions of the reader as to cause him to 

act upon the suggestion. 

The pamphlet, IIWhat Reading Does to You, 11 gives some very in+~ 

westing and surprising illustrations of the value of reading. !fhree 

of tham will follow. 

A. baseball plqer won the game for his team in the ninth in­

ning by a clever strateg plq which had won the game for another team 

in a book he- had once read. His mind had retained the idea and, at the 

moment when he :found himself in a similar situation, he remembered it. 

Jack London came from a poor home and had little fo~al edu­

cation yet he enriched his boyhood and youth by reading boOk after book. 

Later, as he lived dangerousl.7 and opposed to the law, he still contim.~~­

ed to read. When an opportWlit7 came to go straight, he took it. lfh;rt 

!his is what the pamphlet sa;rs: 

London continued to live with the moving power of books. ]ooks 
must have been shaping him and fo~ing him steadil7 for what was 
to come, for it is related of him that, after spells of sodden 
drinking, he would look himyelf in the cabin of his boat with 
books and cleanse his soul. 

• • • • • • • • 

1. William He7liger: "What Reading Does to You, n :p. 4. 
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The last illustration comes from the life of Bobert E. 

Percy when he, as a naval Ueutenant 1explore4 a Washington book-

shop and found the Borth Pole, and found it that da.7 as truly as he 

found it the dq he chopped the ice to plant h1s flag: 1 1 
• 

It mEq" then be concl114eda 

All three - the baseball plqer, the OJ"Ster pirate, the 
naval lieutenant • touched a common e;rperience. All found 
inspiration. All three found inspiration in a few drops of 
printer's iDlt spread over a clean, white page.2 

2. Gui4anee. 

a. Presupposes a Knowledge of the Adolescent 

:Books can be used atguides to the best wq of living. 

!he definition of guidance offered by the Office of Education 
is generalq accepted. Guidance is the process of helping the 
individual discover, and use, h1s Datval endo'WBlent, in addition 
to spetn.al training obtained frOB1 8:tJT source, so that he mq 
make his livlng, and live, to the beat advantage to himself and 
to society. ' -

!o_ guide a person pre-supposes a knowledge of that person and his 

needs. It has been said of adolescents that they are deepl.T inter-

ested in themselves and their personal relationships. !he problems 

that are involved in guiding the adolescent mq be thought of in 

various ,.,.s. 

Knowledge must be gained in three fields in order properl.7 

to guide the child as he grows from childhood to maturity. The p}Q'-

siological process of puberty must be considered; the p~chological 

experience of attainite maturity is next aDd lastly comes the socio],i. 

ogical experience of adjustment to the world. 

••••••••• 

1. Ibid •• P• 11. 
2. Ibid •• P• 11. 
3. Reaps, op. cit., p. 24. 
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lievin c. Barner summarizes the chief problems perplexing 

,.outh as follows: "For the junior high school group it was the 

area of famil,- relationships that concerned them most deep]Jr. For 

the senior high school and employed groups it was the area of frieniJ,;. 

ship. 1 

Into the make-up of each person go two factors: heredity 

a.nd enviroment. It is hard to sq which has more influence. Various 

studies along this line haTe been made. Paul :a:. Landis feels that 

the society in which ;routh grows up is very important in moulding 

htm. Be states it thus: 

Adolescent-youth problems must 'be ~zed in terms of the 
social experience of this age group. Simple though this state­
ment mq seem, 1i ttle of the huge 1olume of li tere.ture in this 
field is based on this assumption. 

Areas in which youth need guidance will now be considered. 

b. General Guidance 

1. A Good PhilosophT of Life 

"Adolescents seek a set of values which mq serve as a 

guide to establishing a life pattern•;, fiction books present illag­

iu.ry situations which mq strike familiar notes in the reader. !he 

hero or heroine mq be struggling with the same problems as the rea&­

er and the outcome will help to guide the reader's wq of life. :Bio-

grapq with its true experiences is also of value as 1 t presents the 

philosopq of life which guided a living person but it has limit-

ations which fl~tion does not have. 

• • • • • • • • • 
1. lievin C. Barner: Youth Work in the Church, p. 20. 
2. Paul B. Landis: Adolescence and Youth, P• 28. 
3. Heaps. op. cit., P• 26. 



2.APleasing Persomality 

Hext comes the desire of ever.r adolescent for a pleasing 

persoul.itT siace he waats with all his heart to be accepted &D4 

approved by the group in which ,he moves. lte is eager for ever.r book 

which will aid h1:m in growing up gracefully. !here are lD&lll' non­

fiction books on the market tod.q written with this in mind 'ba.t, if' 

these same teacbiDgs are incorporated in an interesting fiction book, 

they are more apt to be read. 

3. An Acceptable St&D4ard of Conduct. 

Hot only does the adolescent ued a philosopl\1' of Ute 

and a personality which will be accepted by the group; he also needs 

to desire conduct which will DOt be anti-social. :Because all his 

Ufe he will be a mem'ber of society, he must learn to obey its rules 

while at the same time retaining his individuality • 

4. A :Knowledge of lla.lmers 

Then, too, he must feel sure of' himself when in society. 

Poise comes when he knows that his lll&J1Jlers are correct. 

s. A :Knowledge of his :Bodily J'u.nctions 

Jinal:cy, the adolescent is conscious of his bo~ aDd its 

f\U1Ct1on1Dg, and seeks infomation on it. 

c. Specificall.T Christian Guidance 

While the above Deeds of adolescents are not strict~ 

secular. neither are the7 necessarily Christiaa. Therefore, a fur­

ther inquir;r needs to be made from a defilli tely Christian viewpoint. 

lfarner believes there are six 'basic needs of j'outh, which are cru­

cial to his spiritual well-'beiDg, name]¥1 
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cultivate a Uving fa1 th in youth are very :Decessar'T• 

B'arner mentions in the second place that TOUth must dis-it 

cover themselves. This is another and fuller wev of sa7lng that 7outh 

needs to develop a pleasiq personality. !his can onl7 be accomplish­

ed as the p~cess of 'W:lderst~ng of O:Deself is achieved. Modern 

psycholog has added greatl7 to this phase of srowth. 

f.b.irdl,y, there is a need for Ohristiaa, vocational guid­

ance. It must be kept in miDd. that there is a divine plan fa: Christ­

iana am onl.T 'b7 discovering it can one fiwi his niche in the world. 

JI.a.naer believes this is the unique task of the Church in vocational 

guidance. While novels can help in this line, biogra.pbT presents 

actual cases in point and for this reason helps even more. 

Youth needs ne.x:t to find a life mate. Th1 s will be aided 

by a studT of Christian sex education. The attitude of the DOVel 

toward such subjects as pettiD&, le:a&th of e:nga&ements, breaking of 

engagements, and differences which occur between two young people 

in such things as race, religion., age aDd education are the things 

to be considered. There is an acceptable standarcl of conduct re­

garding such 11atters based to some extent ~on bodil7 functions. 

lla.ri1er's fifth need is that cf Christian social education. 

!his includes the stw31' of social problems - race prejudice, the 

life of the sharecropper, labor unions, etc. Youth must be awakened 

to these problems and discover that the :mores of each culture dictate 

which actions are acceptable and which are not. 

The last need - finding 70ur place in the Church - is not 

fouwi among the general guidance points. Adolescents need to haTe a 
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happ71 rewarding experieBee in a church group of their own age and 

kind. !he)" also need to feel a part of the whole church bodT • As 

Christians they need the fellowship of the Church. 

3. Developnent. 

Similar guidance values are to be found enumerated under 

the term 11clevelOJ.IIlental valuea 11 in the book, Youth, Communication 

~d LibrariesL The term is defined as 

an element in a book which sen'es as an instrument of commun­
ication and supplies vieariousl)" a wealth of experience that 
mq aid a reader in his choice of modes of behavior. A book 
has developmental value in so far as it provides stimulus 
situations for new behavior patterns or as it influences ~ 
reinforces desirable valuations and attitudes of the reader. 

The book goes on to say that 

The idea of using books in sha:pi:Dg and influenoiDg a 
child's behavior is certainl)" not new. It is seen in the 
efforts of James Janewa;y, John J'ewbery, and the writers of 
the didactic era as well as in the saccharine flood of Sundq 
School literature of the earl)" nineteenth centU17, but with 
a distinction. The concern of the publishers and authors of 
these books was largeq with the morals and spiritual well­
beiDg of the child. Preaehiness and moralizing protrwled like 
a. sore thumb from something that was far from realistic or 
complete. The writers are people of varied backgrounds and 
experience who b)" lookin& back into their own childhood or 
into the "childls world" about them have created stories that 
are vignettes of child life. In them a reader can see re­
flected his fears and dreams, problems and experiences in 
quite a complete and natural w~. He sees characters his own 
age, meeting similar situations, dealing with like problems 
and coming in contact with a wide variety of people. The 
reader, as part of his enjo7JD.ent of the book, derives a per­
sonal satisfaction from discovering how these characters behave 
and react. It is conceivable ~leo that indirectly the reading 
of such material and identification with t~e characters can have 
even more deepseated effects on the child. 

• • • • • • • • • • • 

1. Frances Renne; Alice :Brooks; Ruth Ersted: Youth, Communication 
and Libraries, PP• 49-SO. 

2. Ibid., P• ;o. 
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4. Education. 

Reading has other values, too, than those directly concer~ 

ed with the individual personali t;r • Reading helps people to under­

stand the past and present and therefore helps devel~ broad intelli­

gence and sound judgment. It is impossible to understand the present 

\'ri. thout some idea of what events have passed which lead up to the 

present. Miss Haines expresses it thus: 

Through books we gain what John Morley called 11 the historic 
sense of progress through the ages, 11 in other words, a background 
of understandiil8, a basis of familiarity with the interlocking 
of events with the great undercurrents that run, forever c~ 
ing yet forever the same, through human experience, past and 
present.l 

No one can form valid opinion or pass fair judgment on what is, 
who has not some ability to compare, to contrast it with what 
has been.2 

This baCkground of understanding, in some degree, is indispens­
able to enjoyment of good reading; and it builds itself ·from 
that enjoyment. To care for good reading, to keep on with good 
reading because ;rou care :f'or it, means that little by little 
this background takes on substance in the mind, and unconscious­
ly ever, new stib;ect contemplated, studied, or enjoyed enlarges 
and enriches it. 

5• Fascination. 

The fascination a~ect of' a novel differs from that of 

inspiration in thatthe reader is not expected to act upon that which 

he is reading. The idea is to hold the reader ~ellbound for a time 

in a world.of enchantment and make-believe. There is no practical 

value from such reading other than to transport one from the hum-

drUm world into a world of beauty and courage and faith and enchantoioo 

ment. :Books which possess the power to fascinate 11give wings to the 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Baines, op. cit., p. 4. 
2. Ibid. , p. 4. 
3. Ibid. , w. LJ-s. 
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mind: and allow it to soar and expand and ima.gine, instead of forever 

hemming it in by boundaries which demand that everything must be' real-

ly true' • nl 

C. Form of a Novel 

1. Literary. 

The literary quality of a. book will add to the value of that 

book also. l.fiss Haines presents her ideas of good fiction in the fol-

lowing quotation: 

The two great requirements of a. novel are truth and art. 
Truth implies vitality in the rendering of human beings, 
va.lidpsychologr, consistency in the relationship of caUse 
and effect and of motive and action, verisimilitude of back­
grounds. Art ~lies skill in workmanship, sound structure 
and good style. 

Miss Haines further suggests in her book which has just been quoted, 

the following questions which serve to bring out the qualities of a 

novel. 

Is it true to life? Sensational? Exaggerated? Distorted? 
Has it vitality and consistency in character depiction? Valid 
psychology? Insight into human nature? 
Is the plot original? Hackneyed? Probable? Simple? Involved? 
Is dramatic interest sustained? 
Does it stimulate? Provoke thought? Satisfy? Inspire? .Amuse?3 

Other questions may be added to test for artistic qualities. 

Does the work show ~ degree of creative power? 
Is the form appropriate to the thought? 
Has it originality of conception? of expression? 
Has it a. clear and graphic style? Charm? Profundity? Imagi­
native power?4 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Heyliger, op. cit., p. 17~ 
2. Hain~s, op •. cit •. , p., 4)2~. 
3. Ibid.,, ,PP! .A&:Jl-1 'I • . • ' : . 

4. Ibid., p. 433. 
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2. Textual and Physical. 

As to the textual and p~sical aspects, the following should 

be looked for. A book should be convenient to handle, easy to read, 

have workmanlike execution, be made of good but not extravagant mate­

rials, and the design should be a thing of beauty, revealing the hand 

of ari artist. 

D. Summary 

It has been found that fiction books are being read and that 

there are values to be derived from such reading. These values are in­

~iration, guidance, development (similar to guidance only using a 

different term), education and fascination. Each was studied and its 

relationship to Christian growth noted. Fiction books can provide po­

sitive way-s of developing and enriching life. 



CHAPTER II 

REVIIDl OF THE SELECTED FICTION 



OHJ~ER II 

REVIEi'/ OF THE SELECTED 

FICTION 

A. Introduction 

In this chapter each book will be reviewed first to present 

a summary of the narration; secondly, to discover the book 1 s main mes~­

sage for the reader. The object of the reviei·T vrill be to find the central 

idea, unifying thought or distinctive quality of the book being reviewed 

and to point it out as briefly, simply and convincingly as possible. 

Thirdly, the form of the book will be considered. 

Book selecting should be done i·Tith the principle in mind that 

the book should be -vrorth reading. The book should help the reader to>1ard 

the development and enrichment of life. Books should carry the reader 

one step further than he is in his own living. lifiore than that, books 

should be positive not negative. It is not sufficient to say that such 

and such a book 11 can do no harm. 11 It must be said of a book that it can 

be of actual service to somebody, in inspiration, or information or 

recreation. 

An evaluation of the books will not be attempted in this 

thesis. 

The books vlill be divided into those for boys and those for. 

girls, the ones for boys being revie111ed first, then those for girls. 

Theyvrill further be divided according to ages as far as possible. 
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B. Tumbleweed Bo~ - Eleanor Hull 

1. Synopsis. 

Col~ Harper at the age of fourteen felt that the best word 

to describe himself and other migrant workers was 11 tumbleweed. 11 It 

seemed to Col~ that his life chased aimlessly all over the map like, 

he sEcy"s, 11Those tumbleweeds that roll over the Western prairies, 

round thistle bushes, dried and broken loose, scurr,ying before the 

wind, lodging for a while against some barbed wire fence, hurried on 

again by another sweep of wind. nl 

These depressing thoughts come to Col~ as he and his 

Mother, Father, brother Jtq, age . 12, and bab~ sister Pet, age 3, 

bumped along in an overloaded truck which was taking a group of mi­

grants to Columbia, Wisconsin to harvest the pea crop. The~ had fi­

nished the asparagus picking in Alliston, Illinois and now had to move 

.on to the next place where there was work. Colly was terribly disap-
I . 

pointed to have to leave as he had made a friend in Alliston, named Al. 

Al was a Mexican. Mexican migrants were looked down upon by the .Amer-

ican migrants. But Colly ignored the prejudice. A1 was a good base-

ball plEcy'er and that was what counted. That was another reason Col~ 

hated to leave Alliston. There was a baseball team there. Two women, 

Miss Helen and Miss Donna. sUpervised. They had arranged the game in 

which Col~ and Al met. 

Col~ had noticed the 1'1-Iisses 11 around the camp but hadn't 

paid ~ attention to them. He had seen women like them at other 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Eleanor Hull: Tumbleweed Boy, pp. 39-40. 



camps. He knew they took care of the children sometimes and helped 

people get doctors but he never expected them to be interested in 

such things as baseball. 

Now he was leaving all that behind and going on to some un­

known place. At last they arrived in Columbia only to learn that 

their quarters were to be an old sheep barn. To add to their woes, 

children were not allowed to work on the vines. Colly" was so dis­

gusted and unhappy about the whole si tua.tion that when Jrq came to 

him with a. new boy • Jimmy' Evans, in tow and. suggested a. baseball 

game, he told them to go play paper dolls. The next dtq Ja::r tried 

again. :By this time Colly''s unreasonable resentment against Jrq had 

worn off and a game was started. Other boys quickly joined. Row­

ever, without the pleasant firmness of the "Misses" to go.ide the 

game it soon dissolved into wrangling. 

Colly discovered that he could belong to a Boy scout 

troop in town and became enthusiastic about having some fun. :Before 

he could get in on the fun, however, the family decided to move on, 

this time to Colorado to pick peaches. 

The camp where they were to live was government owned and 

was fine. They had a. little house all to themselves, with screens 

to keep out the flies and mosquitoes, beds with mattresses and a. 

good little stove. The onlr trouble was the camp was going to close 

in the :f'a.ll and they would have to move on again. 

On the W9:1 to the new location, Pet had become seriousl.7 

ill. Now it was tmpera.tive to get a. doctor. Colly soon discovered 

tha.t there was a. woman here to. help them jilst as there had been at 



Alliston. As Miss Jean was leaving their home after aeeing Pet, 

Colly said to her, 11Are you from the - the Home Missions Council 't 11 

Miss Jean replied, 11Why' yesl Of course, I am. How did you know? 111 

Col~ just smiled and dropped his eyes. He didn't know 
just what to answer, nor did he feel an answer was necessar,. 
He had recognized her, and that was all, a.nd he felt his 
question had caus~d her' to recognize him, in turn, as someone 
a 11 ttle unusual. 

Colly soon found a. friend to take the :place of Al. They 

pla3red ping pong and swam together. :But Jay couldn't seem to adjust 

himself. He and Jimmy Evans didn't feel wanted at the game hall. 

There was nothing for them to do and before long their desire for 

fun and adventure got them into serious trouble. Colly realized 

that he hadn't been a very good older brother and insisted upon 

taking some of the blame for the damage done. Miss Jean also apol­

ogized for not making Jay and Jilllllly feel wanted at the recreation 

hall. Colly' and Ja:y became pals again and looked ahead to plenty of 

fun together. 

2. Message. 

This is a book intended to introduce the reader to a 

migrant family and to present their problems. It is hard on a 

growing boy to move from one place to another. Just as he makes 

friends, the family moves on. The children of migrant workers live 

a life which lacks excitement and good clean fun. While their 

:p~ents work at the harvest, they must amuse themselves unless they 

too are allowed to work. Then they need recreation afterwards • 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Hull: op. cit., p. 88~ 
2. Ibid, P• 88. 



16 

The Rome Missions Council realized this situation a.nd did something 

about it by supplying workers such as Miss Jean for ~ Qt.~the camps. 

Their work consists of providing a place for mothers to leave small 

babies while they work, help f'or mothers in taking care of their 

children, a recreation center for the children and a gathering place 

for evening parties among the migrants. 

Children of migrant families can also live more normal 

lives because of' the Boy Scouts. Most ever, town has a tro~p to 

which boys ~ go while they are in that location. 

Through the eyes of' Colly, a clear picture is gained of a 

migrant family and the efforts being made to improve their lot • 

.3. Form. 

This book comes bound in heavy cardboard. Because of this 

it is~?rtci; as easy to handle as a stiff' covered book. The pages do not 

open as nicely or as conveniently. The book is a trifle smaller than 

most books. Therefore the inside margins are narrow. The print is . 
sufficiently large and black. A nice quarter page sketch precedes 

each chapter and there is a picture of' Colly on the cover. 

~. The Island Stallion - Walter Farley 

1. Synopsis. 

As the title indicates, this is the story of a horse found 

on an uninhabited island. Even before the horse was discovered there, 

he was a reality in Steve's mind. 

When Steve was seven years old, he had an operation for a.n 

absc.essed ear. For two years it had been his dream to own a. poey. 

Now, a.s he lay in bed shrieking f'or a pollY, his father promised it to 
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him in order to quiet him down for the operation. This joyous 

promise was in his mind as he received the anesthetic. Soon it 

became a very real dream. A fiery red stallion emerged standing 

on a cliff. The :came Flame came with the horse for his body' was 

the red of fire. The dream was ver,r vivid, so vivid that when the 

operation was over, Steve had a red horse named Flame.1 Later his 

father brought up the subject of the promised po~. He explained 

that he would be unable to keep his word. lte hoped that Steve 

would understand. Steve replied that it was all right. Re did.:,:!l:ot 

want a pony any more. From then on horses were his main interest. 

Now • ten years later, Steve was on a freighter carrying him 

from New York City to Antago so that he could spend the last few dey's 

of his school vacation with an old neighbor and friend, Phil Pitcher. 

Phil, more often called Pitch, was a few years older than 

Steve. Re had given up his city job to go and live w1 th bis step-

brother, Tom, on his'sugar plantation at Antago. Pitch had sent Steve 

the following clipping in his last letter: 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP l - Las~ week a group of men from Antago 
traveled the twenty miles to Azul Island to spend, the day 
wrangling the wild horses that inhabit that island. The 
horses are belie~ed to be descended from those which the 
Spanish Conquistadores brought to this hemisphere centuries 
ago. The Government of Antago permits thirty horses to be 
removed from Azul Island every five years. The agent in 
charge of the procuri11g, breaking and sale of these horses 
is Thomas J. Pitcher.2 

Steve's interest was caught immediately as the picture accompanying the 

clipping was that of a cliff at one end of a cacyon with a group of 

horses running down the canyon. 

• • • • • • • • • 
1. Walter Farley: The Island Stallion, p. 42. 
2. Ibid. , P• B. 
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Once at Antago, it wasn•t hard to talk :Pitch into taking a 

trip to Azul Island. :Pitch was somewhat of an historian and the idea 

that the Conquistadores had been on the island intrigued him although 

his ste~brother insisted it was not true. Tom maintained that the 

Antago Chamber of Commerce put the horses there for a good news stor.y. 

The horses were a mangy bunch hardly worth;r of the Conquistadores. Yet 

these must be the horses if the stor.y is true as the rest of the island 

is inaccessible, being solid walls of roCk. Nevertheless, Steve and 

:Pitch want to go. 

Their first night on Azul Island is ver,r exciting for Steve 

sees standing high up on the cliff outlined in the moonlight a horse -

his horse. The horse could not :possib~ have gotten there from the 

valley. Therefore, there must be a ~ into the rest of the island 

where there are other horses. 

The next dey Steve and :Pi teh set out in their boat to search 

, the rocks for an entrance. At last they discover it and after walking 

through underground tunnels; coming upon a room in which bones of dead 

men are :propped up in sitting positions along a wall to which they had 

been chained and left to die: breaking their flashlight so that they 

have to travel the tunnels in darkness and. getting lost in the maze 

of tunnels, Steve and :Pitch finally discover a new world - a beautiful 

valley surrounded by cliffs. Not only that• grazing in the blue grass 

on the :valley floor is a. group of the most beautiful horses Steve has 

ever seen. Their leader is a magnificent red stallion - Flame - the 

horse on the cliff. 

Each minute of the following d.eys is :packed with adventures 

for the two boys. Pitch discovers that the Conquistadores really were 
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on the island. He finds many treasures t~ take back with him. To­

gether th~ discover a sliding door among the rocks on the other side 

of the island. A large boat could enter here and leave its cargo or 

take cargo aw~. Not only has Steve found Flame but now there is a 

Way' to get him off the island. The next thing to do is to make frieiids 

with Flame. The way Steve does trJ. s is fasci:oating and beautiful 

reading. 

Neither Pitch nor Steve wish to share their new world with 

anyone else yet they know they cannot keep it secret if they bring 

home relics of the Conquistadores and such a fine horse as Flame. At 

last they decfde to return w1 thout anything. Flame would not~. be happy 

in other surroundings. Pitch will undertake a private archaeological 

surv~ and share it with the world when it is finished. 

2. Message. 

This is the story of a boy and his love for a horse which 

causes him to be unselfish and of a young man aiid his love of history 

which causes him to realize that he is part of civilization and has a 

responsibility and duty to that civilization. 

Steve realizes that Flame belongs in the valley with the 

other wild horses and abandons his plan to tace him aWl!V. 

Pitch recognizes that the .. discoveries he has made must be 

shared with the rest of civilization as much as he would like to keep 

the island as a secret place between him and Steve. 

:3. Form. 

The two hundred and forty seven pages of tbi s book are print­

ed in good black illk in large type. They are bound together well and 
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attractively. Eight illustrations in blaCk and white h~~p the 

reader see the characters and situations more clearly. The chapter 

titles are short and to the point. 

Treasure :Bayou - Frederick N. Lit ten 

1. Synopsis. 

The stoey takes place in the bqous of Louisiana. Chris 

Lane and bi s mother are careying on the orange grove which had caused 

Mr. Ls.ne so much heartache and hardship when he was alive. Chris, 

thinking back over these years now feels trapped. He doesn't have 

his motherls optimism that the orange grove will eventually pay, and 

wishes only for money enough to leave the b~ou forever am move out 

into the world in order to live. To prepare himself for work awaf 

from the bayou, Chris gas enrolled in a mail-order course in engineering. 

The bayous in West Louisiana are good for duck hunting and 

each season a group of wealthy men from Chicago come in for the sport. 

Tbi s year Mr. Matthew 0 'DonneD, one of them, brings along l'li th him his 

son, Craig. In the eyes of the father, Craig is a failure. Craig is 

an idealist. He is not interested in amassing a fortune for himself 

but wants to see the 11fellow in the di tch11 get a break too. Mr. O'Donnell 

hits upon the idea to take Craig with him so that he may 

11Get acquainted with •the fellow in the ditch'. The mareh countr,yts 
full of theml After you've been there awhile youlll understand 
why a few of us with brains and a sense of loyalty to Uncle Sam 
must hold his pocketbook."! 

Circumstances bring these two groups together. Mr. O'Donnell 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Frederick Nelson Litten: Treasure :BB,foU, p. 28. 



learns from a. ma.tch box in Chris' possession that there is a possib-

ilit~ of oil under the marsh land. Chris sees this as his opportunity 

to 11make a million, II take hiS mother and leaVe the bayOU forever, 

Mr. :,0 'Donnell wishes the discovery to remain secret unti 1 he is sure 

there is oil and until his colllJ?a.ny is able to bey up the land cheaply 

from the Cajuns. This, he satrs, would prevent aDy" wild cat drilling 

and draining which might turn the whole field into salt water. Under 

this arrangement, if oil is discovered, the Cajuns would have sold 

their land too cheaply and would not profit from the oil. Only Chris 

and his mother would benefit. 

Craig takes the part of the Cajuns, and, going against his 

fatherts wishes, warns the Cajuns not to.sell. He tries to get Chris 

to 'buCkle on the sword' and join the crusade to keep the oil for the 

trappers, but Mr. O'Donnellls reasoning sounded right to Chris. 

The discovery of oil brings many changes to the bayou. Where 

once the people all lived peacefully-• now there is hatred.~ jealousy and 

strife. At this time Mrs. Lane's words, 11money isn•t worth all this 

unhappiness, 111 are all too true. 

Exciting events follow one on top of the other as the oil 

wells go dovm. Lives are endangered and at last Chris must decide 

whether he is for O'Donnell and his oil compsny and some of their 

questionable practices or-for the trappers. Po~te Croza.t as the 

most important trapper is a very loveable, wise man. His manner of 

speaking will please the reader and so will his part in in..+J.uencing 

Chris. 

2. Message. 

The feature of this book is the presentation of a philoaopey 

• • • • • • • • • 
1. Litten: op. cit., p. 161. 
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of life regarding money, business ethics and happiness. Chris stands 

against his Mother and the trapper PolYte Crozat in the beli~~: that 

money can make him happy and therefore should be the goal of life. 

They feel that happiness lies within the heart. The same conflict 

rages in the O'Donnell househo~d. Here Mr. O'Donnell takes the stand 

for money as all important while Craig realizes that it takes more than 

money to make a good life. 

The discovery of oil under the marsh brings these groups 

together and each tries out his philosophy of life and sees the other 

fellowts philosophy at work. Chris is all for O'Donnents idea of one 

large comp~ developing the land so that it would be done properly and 

without any waste. Thus "the greatest good to the greater number would 

be accomplished." However, the practices which bring this about seem 

rather dubious to Chris after he sees some of them in action. The more 

1ii s eyes are opened the Illore he begins to question. Finally he swirlgs 

over t!t·Craig's side a.nd helps the trappers to profit from the oil under 

their land. He comes to realize tha.t the desire for a great fortune has 

caused too many heartaches and is not worth it. 

:;. Form. 

This book contains 223 pages; is bound in avery attractive 

yellow cover and has an interesting jacket picture. It is convenient 

to handle. The print is sufficiently large and black. There is a. 

fro~tispiece and another drawing which help the reader to visualize 

the location, the characters and the action. 

E. Mastering Marcus - Paul Hutchens 

1. Synopsis. 

Miss Wiseman, the teacher of the Freshman Composition class 
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at M~air College required that each student write one story a 

week, the best ones to be read in class. On the morning when the book 

opens the last story to be read is entitled, 11The Soliloquy of a 

Suicide." Marcus Dorr, Una.ble to make Gwendolyn love him, cannot 

stand life without her. There is only' one thing left to do - kill 

himself. This is the wa:y Jim Bob Courtright, the author, has ta.lcen 

to let a fellow classmate, Arlowene Everly, know what her unrespons-

iveness is doing to him. 

After each story is read, it is critized by the class. 

Vera Harper raises her hand and offers the following criticism of 

the Soliloquy: 

To my mind, sp.e said, the point of view of Marcus Dorr 
is a petulant, low-visioned, selfish point of view. It is 
true the author has given us an excellent character Sketch, 
a true picture, no doubt, of one who c§nnot see beyond himself 
or his desires. The actor--or character-narrator point of view 
is well maintained-I have no criticism of the stoey itself, 
but it seems to me if Marcus Dorris soul. had been attached to 
some high, life purpose, if he had not allowed himself to live 
in a mental rut or if he had stood himself in a corner and 
faced the fact of the eternali ty of his soul, of his continued 
existence somewhere after he left his water-soaked bo~ at the 
bottom of the lake, he might have chosen a different course. 
The question of a lost love is vital fndeed but the question 
of a lost soul is far more important. 

This criticism causes Jim Bob to reflect on life as he 

never had before. The idea that he had a. soul to think of was new. 

But wey should he let Vera Har_perts words bother him? "It was Marcus 

Dorr who was low-visioned and selfish, not Jim Bob Courtrightl Marcus 

Dorr was no more than a creature of his imagination. 112 Even as 

• • • • • • • • • 

1. Paul Hutchens: Mastering Marcus 1 :pp. 15-16. 
2. Ibid., p. 17. 
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Jim :Sob thought this he realized that it wasn •t true. Re and 

Marcus Dorr were one add the same. A new desire comes over him. 

He will be free of Marcus Dorr- he will master him by attachiiJ8 

himself to some high life purpose and become a great man. 

Much to Jim :Sob's surprise and joy, he discovers that 

Arlowene, who is still interested in him, is thinking similar thoughts. 

She has found a. book in her Auntfs attic entitled, You and Your Possi~ 

O:irlities. From now on, she plans, the goal of their lives will be to 

get an education so that they- can make a mark in the world. They 

solemnly agree to put aside all thoughts of love until after college. 

:But Jim :Sob has another surprise coming to him. Sun~ 

evening he and his friend :Sill attend a churCh service conducted by 

Dr. Harper, Verals father. His topic is 11The Secret of True Great­

ness." The ideas he puts forth are exactly opposite from the pbilosopcy 

Jim :Bob and Arlowene have adopted, that of being master of their own 

fate and captain of their own souls in order to make their lives great. 

Dr. Harper maintains that greatness has to do with character and 

character is determined by a right relationship to God and one's fellow 

men.1 

.After the service, Jim :Bob st~s to talk with Dr• Harper 

about the conflict of ideas. The book, You and Your Possibilities. 

from which Jim :Bob has gotten his ideas brings baCk many memories to 

Dr. Ba.rper. Years ago, t\fenty to be ex"l,ct, before his conversion, he 

wrote the boOk. Later as a Christian he realized that his book robbed 

11 Christ of his glory and of his rightful place as the captain of men's 

••••••••• 
1. Hutchens, op. cit., P• 86. 
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souls. It encouraged a false egotism, exalted and deified man. 111 

Therefore he withdrew all copies from sale. Only two remain, his 

and the one he gave to his old sweetheart? Johanna, years ago. The 

realization that Johanna must be here in town causes him to wonder 

whether, now that he is a widower, they could resume their romance • 

.After the talk Jim :Sob is more confused than ever. He rec-

ognizes a certain something in Dr. Harper which he too would like to 

possess. Words which he bas learned keep running through his head 

11Literary- and scholastic attainments, love for and success in manly­

outdoor sports, qualities of manhood, leadership --112 Jim Bob ponders 

on what manhood is, and leadership. 

A few days later in the same composition class, Vera Harper • s 

story- is read. It is an answer to the Soliloqey of a Suicide.. Jim :Bob 

hates Vera for this. His unhap:w state of mind is lightened by the 

thoughts of a date with Arlo\i'ene after library- hours that night. But 

their friendship does_not run smoothly. Arlowene accepts dates with 

other students which make Jim :Sob jealous. Then, ten days after that 

eventful day in Classroom :S, Jim Bob accepts Christ as his Saviour and 

Marcus Dorr is dead. :Because Arlowene is not a Christian they now have 

no mutual grounds on which to base their friendship. 

Up until the very end of the book the read,er is kept in sus­

pense as to whether Arlowene and Jim :Soh are really meant for each 

other and will marry. There is suspense too in the way Dr. Harper 

responds to the overtures of his old love, Johanna. 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Hutchens, op. cit., p. 67. 
2. Ibid., p. 54. 
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2. Message. 

This is the stor,y of college freshmen and their problems. 

Jim :Bob and Arlowene look at their love for each other and make of it 

a fine thing. There is a wholesomeness about their feelings for each 

other which will inspire and encourage other young people. 

There is another and greater problem which they both must 

face and that is what to do with Jesus Christ and his wa;r of life. In 

their pride, neither feels the necessity for a Saviour. Yet each is 

looking for a better w~ of life. The struggles Jim Bob goes through 

in mastering his old way of life and accepting Christ 1s wa:r is a tender 

and true-to-life picture of the awakening of a young man. Many Christian 

teachings are presented as Jim :Bob goes through the process of conversion 

and growth after conversion. 

3. Form. 

The book is bound ver,y conservatively in blue with gold 

lettering. The paper jacket is also conservative being done in blue 

and white. There are no illustrations of any kind. Neither is there 

a table of contents nor any chapter titles. The print is relatively 

small and not very dark. The book is easy to read and handle but it 

lacks distinctiveness· in makeup. 

F. Light Across the Prairie- Norman E. KiDg 

1. Synopsis. 

In the era of the horse and buggy, taffy puJ.ls and curtseys, 

Perr,r Wheeler left his newspaper reporter's job in Des Moines in order 

to set himself up in a similar business in a small to~~ called ]atesford. 
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The move was rather sudden and done without too much knowledge of 

the new situation. Yet Perry felt it w·as the right thing to do -

God's will for him. Besides being a means of living and providing 

a good newspaper for Batesford, it will be an "opportunity for 

doing something, for helping some people who desperately need help - -

even though they may not realize it themselves. Ill Perry intends to 

bring these people the Christian message. 

Perry was not prepared for what he found. Batesford had 

earned a reputation for itself. The conductor on the train taking 

him to Batesford informed Perry that Batesford was the rowdyest burg 

on his run, excepting none. This was iJmnediately confirmed as three 

farmers returning home from a business trip to Chicago entered the 

car and began to sing as only drunken men can. Perry's first thought 

was to return to the security and familiarity of his old job. Why 

buck up against this? As he took his Bible from his valise and read 

Proverbs chapter 2, he gained stre~ and fortification for the un­

certainties ahead. 

The Pomroy family soon becomes the most important group of 

people in Perry's life. Mr. George Pomroy, one of the three rowdy 

farmers on the train, saw Perry reading the Bible. Thinking Per1-y is 

a preacher. he informs him that Batesford doesn't want a religious 

man in town and offers him money to turn back. Perry refuses and Mr. Pom­

roy becomes his enemy. 

As Perry descends from the train, in his excitement, he 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Norman E. King: Light Across the Prairie, p. 6. 
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stepped so quickly forward onto the stationplatfor.m that he bumped 

into someone waiti :rg there. It was Matilee Pomroy, elder daughter 

of George Pomro;r • For a minute Perry is unable to take his eyes from 

her. She is very attractive. Later he is unable to keep his thoughts 

from turning to her. She has a most fascinatiDg personality. Their 

paths are thrown together as she is the vei:y' capable society editor 

of the ~atesford Bugle, the new~per Perry will publish. 

Then, at a party given at the Pomroy residence in his 

honor, Perry meets Leota the younger sister. Leota has a quiet love­

liness about her so different from Matilee's dynamic and enticing 

personality. Perr;r had fancied himself in love with Matilee. Now he 

wishes to give his heart to Leota. For the first time Perry wonders 

whether he is fickle. 

A stranger in the small town, Perry causes much e:x:ci tement. 

His attempts to revive the declining newspaper are followed with 

interest. The first edition of the Bugle is highly praised by the 

subscribers. ~ut Perry's stand against driiiking and for Christ is 

not nearly as well received. Pomroy has voiced the feelings of the 

people in saying that a preacher is one thing ~tesford doesn't need. 

Perry thinks differently as he feels he has been led to ~atesford in 

order to present a Christian message. 

Several people prove to be Christian allies such as Leota, 

the Websters and Buck Redfern's mother and Perry discovers that 

~atesford is not entirely heathen as he had been led to believe. 

First, it is necessary to have a place where Christians can gather on 

~. The School Rouse seems to be the logical place. George 

Pomroy refuses Perry the use of this public building. This causes 



29 

Perry to wonder why' Pomroy has so much power. The only other place 

to meet is the printing shop. Two times the Christians gather here 

and two times POJ]lroy and his friends try to stop the meetings. 

The first time Moss Gunther, mayor of' the town, and prop-

rietor of' the saloon a. f'ew doors down f'rom the printshop, George 

Pomroy and an assortment of' followers tell Perry that they represent 

the ruling factions in the community who are against the religious 

meetings. The following Sund.q a.n attempt by the same group to serve 

Perry with legal papers of' eviction failed also. 

Perry decides upon two courses of' action. First, he made 

arrangements to btcy" the print shop and second, he stopped Moss Gunther 
) 

on his way to the saloon one morning f'or a. friendly chat. Moss was 

not fully in sympathy' with the doings of' Pomroy and his gang. There-

f'ore, Perry realized the advantage of' winning Moss to his side. And 

that is exact4'" what happened. Moss becomes a Christian and closes 

his saloon. Things seem to break after that. A lynching is averted, 

the Eugle is boycotted, Mrs. Redfern dies, a revival is started in 

Eatesf'ord, Mr. Pomro;rts true character is e:xposed, a Church is built 

in Eatesf'ord and Leota and Perry are reunited. 

2. Message. 

This is a book showing how a. vocation can be used f'or 

furthering God's Kingdom on earth. Perry's work is to publish the 

:Satesf'ord :Bugle. He uses it to influence the thiDking of' the readers 

along Christian lines. 

The idea that all those who serve God are not necessari4'" 

ministers is also presented. Perry eXplains to Euck. Redfern that the 



Lord needs Christian farmers as much as He needs preachers. A farmer 

can be as powerful a witness for the Lord among other farmers as a 

preacher can.l 

Matilee also assumes that anyone interested in religious 

matters must be a minister. To this Perry replies, "My own con-

viction is that a.ey-one who really knows the Lord should make it his 

business to live Christ before those he contacts. 112 

3. Form. 

This book is bound in brown leather with gold lettering. 

The p1•inting is a good size and sufficiently dark. On the whole the 

chapters are fairly short. They start well down on the page and the 

beginning capital is done in large black. tn>e making an attractive 

page. The only' drawing is on the paper jacket. The book opens 

easily and is pleasant to handle. 

G. Highpockets -- John R. Tunis 

1. Synopsis. 

This i~ a baseball story through and through but even those 

who don't especially like or know anything about baseball will be 

carried along by the suspense of the narration. 

Bigbpockets is one Cecil McDade from a farm outside of 

:Bryson City, North Carolina. Now he is a professional baseball 

player for the Brooklyn Dodgers. He is called Bighpockets because he 

is so tall - over six feet - and his legs are too long for his bo~. 

• • • • • • • • 

1. King, op. cit., p. 66. 
2. Ibid., p. 38. 
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This makes his hi:p :pockets a:p:pea.r to be well up toward his shoulder­

blades. Higl:rpockets is a natural athlete with good co-ordination in 

his movements and speed. He is a good baseball :player and knows it. 

However, he lacks ~ team spirit. Be is strictly interested in his 

own batting average. :Batting averages are what :pay off and he is out 

for big money for himself. To his teammates, manager, newspapermen 

and :public he seems conceited and aloof. There is no ra:p:port between 

him and the baseball fans. They jeer him the minute he appears on the 

diamond or his name is called. When Higb;pock:ets hits a home run and 

the crowd cheers, he never acknowledges that a:p:plause by the custom­

a:q ha.t tipping. 

To Higb:pock:ets his. teammates are just a group of men; news­

paper reporters are bothersome :people always asking silly questions 

and the fans are just a jeering mob. Only the ma.na.ger of the team 

causes him to stop and :ponder his actions. Spike Russell informed 

Highpockets that he must either change his tactics and attitude aDd 

help the team come up from .5th :position in the league by :playing for 

the team and not for his batting average or run the risk of being 

sent back to the minors. 

Eigbpockets honestly tries to obey as he does not want to 

go back to the minors but everything goes against him. The climax 

came the d.a.y the :Brooks :played the New York Giants. It was also the 

~a. delegation from :Bryson City came to :present Cecil with a shi~, 

red Ford cabriolet~ Du.e to the sun in his eyes, Higbpockets missed a 

fly ball which he should ha.ve caught, thereby giving the game to the 

Giants. La.ter as he drove his new car away from the ballfield, he 
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stopped to ask directions of a policeman and blocked the way of a 

large truck. Angrily the truckdriver blew his horn. Highpockets 

stalled the car trying to start. At last the car moved off with 

that inevitable jerk, going down the street at a lively clip. 

:Before Highpockets realized what wa.s happening, a boy dashed out 

from between two ears. Righpockets felt a horrible bump as the boy 

sm~shed into the right fender and heard a sickening sound of some­

thing fallirig. The youngster disappeared from sight. 

After this, Higbpoekets' game went completely haywire. 

He spent every ~ree moment at the hospital with Dean Kennedy, the boy 

he had injured. Dean had no interest in baseball and Righpoekets 

found it hard to talk with him. Stamps composed Dean Is world. 

Righpoekets took t~ their study and bought ma.II\1 for Dean. :But in­

stead of improving, Dean got worse. He had become veey fond of 

Mr. McDade as he called Bigbpoekets and begged him to stay whenever 

he came for a visit. The doctor encouraged Highpockets in this. He 

likened them - the doctors, nurses, Righpockets and Mr. Kennedy-

to a team trying to save Dean Is life and asked for Highpock:et.s 1 eo­

operation. Perhaps it was this that awakened Higbpoekets to team 

responsibility or perhaps it was taking an interest in someone other 

than himself. Whatever it was, Rigbpoekets changed, and by the time 

the series was over Righpock:ets at last belonged to the team. 

2. Message. 

During the course of this story, Rigltpockets changes from 

a lone baseball player interested only in his batting average to a 

team man. The transition and its causes are well told in dramatic 

form. At first Highpockets is entirely selfish but before the season 
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is finished he is risking his injured arm and his future as a ~all-

1 
:player to win the last game for the team. 

Bighpoekets aJ. so learns to respect newspaper men. As 

Righ:poekets tries to make conversation with Dean, he realizes the 

job sports writers have With people like himself who answer questions 

but offer no voluntary information. Now he is on the receiving end 

of the long silenees and not very happy about it. 

Then, to.o, Rigb:pockets has to think about the meaning of 

getting an education so that he can explain to Dean why he should go 
11 

back to school even though he doesn't like it. 

3. Form. 

The book is well bound. The material used is good. The 

:print is dark and large. The margins are sufficiently wide. There 

are no pictures to guide or help the reader's imagination. Neither 

is there a table of contents or chapter titles. 

R. · Going On Sixteen - :Betty Oavanna 

1. Synopsis. 

Julie is a girl who will capture the hearts of other girls 

who read her story; so will the dogs who are her constant companions 

throughout the book. 

When we first meet Julie she is excited and apprehensive 

about the Freshman Frolic, her first high school dance. Her father 

bas :promised her money to b~ her first long dress (although money is 

.never ver,r plentiful on their farm especially in springtime.) A good 

•••••••• 

1. John R. Tunis: Highpockets, :P• 176. 



friend of Julie*s, Anne, one of the most :popular girls in the freshman 

class, and her mother, an old school friend of Julie's dead mother, are 

going to help Julie make her selection. Later Julie is to spend the 

weekend of the big event in their home in town. 

The events of the dance and weekend set the tone for the 

whole story. Julie felt that she was a failure at the dance and her 

unpopularity and lack of :poise make her miserable. She now feels shy' 

and reticent with her girl friends because they were able to get along 

with the boys and she wasnft. They bad man;r experiences to relate 

afterwards. Julie had to remain silent as she had nothing to say. 

Julie even feelsstra.nge with her childhood :play.mate and neighbor Dick­

the one boy she would have likedto have impressed. This results in 

Julie drawing into a shell using the excuse that she is very busy taking 

care of the :puppies on the farm. However, Julie realizes wllat she is 

doing. All through the story she shows an amazing understanding of the 

psychologr of behavior of teen agers. 

There is much for Julie to do on the farm and her afternoons 

li'hen school is out are busy ones. She must manage the house for her 

father and look after the puppies a famous kennel is boarding with them. 

Into the latter she puts her whole heart. All goes well until one day 

she realizes that the :puppies are not hers and eventually will be taken 

away from her. Julie has become very much attached to Sonny one of the 

pups. How Julie tries to earn money in orde:i: to b-ey Sonny thus making 

him her own is interesting reading. 

However, events at school keep right on marching along and 

in her Sophomore year Julie is drawn into them. The operatta, 11 ::S:.M. s. 
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Pinafore," is going to be produced and Julie1s fingers itch to 

enter a draWl ng contest for the chairmanship of the advertising 

committee. It is due to this contest that Julie gets baCk into 

active school life ~~ discovers the secret of popularit,. 

At the farm the dreaded moment arrives and Mr. Lones dale 

comes to take Sonny' away. Julie has schooled herself for this time 

and the hurt isntt too bad. 

The Sophomore year draws to a close w1 th another dance. 

Julie wears the same dress but under very different circumstances. 

She is a much wiser and happier girl who is now going on sixteen. 

2. Message. 

This book wi 11 have appeal as the author sqs, 11whether 

you are in your teens, or have a teen-age daughter or niece, or just 

were once tgoing on sixteen' yourself.n1 

How Julie finds herself and her possibilities is this book's 

contribution to all teen-agers. It will also appeal to those who love 

dogs and dog stories. 

There is much in this book in the way of teaching. It is 

brought in so skilfully that it could not be considered moralizing. 

Julie recognizes her problem as that of growing up. She 

says the following of grammar school ~s: 

In grammar school there had been a big group -- fifteen or more -
(girls) and eligibility had meant only the ability to be a good 
sport, play a fair game of this or that, and follow the general 
pattern of behavior. ]ut now things were getting more compli­
cated.2 

••••••••• 

1. :Setty Ca.vanna.: Going on Sixteen, Jacket. 
2. Oava.nna, op. cit., P• 22. 



Like everyone she wanted to be :popular but the mrder she 

tried the worse things became. An outside interest began to occup7 

Julie's milld and she stopped teying so hard to make the girls like 

her. Gradualq the7 seemed more friendly. Her detachment made her 

less socially self-conscious and the girls interpreted this as self-
1 

confidence. Taking part in the school activities and contributing 

to them made her b.app7 and busy. Unconsciously this resulted in 

Julie's smiling a lot, just at anyb~. she happened to meet and she 

learned that to have friends, you must-be a fri~nd.2 

Then too, Julie learned that when the school operatta was 

cast, ability counted more than :po:pularit7, although frequently she 
. 3 

noticed that the two went hand in hand. 

The battle to be accepted b7 the others was won when Julie 

realized that she would confor.m to the standard pattern of behavior 

as best she could but there were some places where she must retain 

her individuality. She was Julie Ferguson and must be herself and 

not merely a dUJ?licate of the other girls. It was this very thing 

that she so admired in Connie and which Anne lacked. 

3. Form. 

This book is bound in bright blue. The ty:pe is dark and 

large with nice spacing between each line making the :pages attractive 

and neat. There are no chapter titles. Four full page drawings and 

a drawing on the paper jacket add to the book's apPeal. 

• • • • • • • ••• 

1. Ibid., :P• 115. 
2. Ibid., :P• 135. 
3. Ibid., :P• 118. 
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I. Assorted Sisters -- Florence Crannel Means 

1. Synopsis. 

The assorted sisters are three girls of different baCk­

grounds and national.! ties who discover they have several things in 

common which unite them. 

First of all, their names are all Mary in variety. There 

is Mary ~ocke, then there is Mei-Lee - Mei being Chinese for Mary 

and last, Marita de Herrera y Aragon- Marita being the Spanish Way' 

of s~ing Mary. 

Next is that thing in common which draws them to one en­

other in the first place, a sense of being alone. Mary LoCke has 

just moved with her family from Arizona to Denver. The Lockes bad 

spent most of their life in Arizona working among the Hopi Indians as 

Mr. Locke was their minister. Now at the age of 15 Mary finds it 

rather hard to be transplanted. At the moment of seeing Mei-Lee she 

is feeling ver.y lonesome in the big high school cafeteria. Because 

Mei-Lee reminds her of one of her HOJ.¢ friends, Mar.y starts a conver­

ss.tion with her. Mei-Lee also is alone, not only in high school but 

at home too. Her family (if they are still alive after the Japanese 

:iinvasi on) are all in China. Mei-Lee escaped and is living with a 

Chinese family in Denver. Marita, the third girl of the triangle, 

e,nd very prettJ17, also sits alone as she eats in the cafeteria on that 

eventful dq. She bas not made friends at EM!i;. High partly because of 

her haughtiness and her haughtiness covers up her loneliness. Mary was 

used to Indian girls who hid behind their faces. She knows how to meet 

reserve. In a matter of minutes the three are smiling at each other, 



getting acquainted and seeing which classes the~ share. 

The next ~ the girls discover another thing which the~ 

hsve in common- the~ haven't ~use for boys in any way, shape, 

form or manner. After this surprising and ple~sing discovery, Mary' 

suggests that the~ form a club and it is then that the~ call them-

1 
selves the Assorted Sisters. The purpose of their trio is to com-

fort and support one another. 2 

Although the book concerns all three girls, Mary Locke is 

the main character. Her mother and father are home missionaries and 

the work which has called them to Denver is the management of the 

settlement house called Friendship House. This is an interracial 

house for ~1 WPD are interested. Mr. LoCke sees the work as an op-

:portunity to put into practice his idea. "that if you really believed 

in the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man, you have to be 

a brother ~ourself, and a friena..n3 Therefore, he closed the deal 

without looking into 1 t too thoroughl~. The family is disappointed 

upon arrival to find that the living quarters are hardly adequate. 

Mary felt it keenly a.s she was at the stage in gro\'ring up when she 

wanted a nice home. However, there was a big ordeal ahead and this 

occupied her thoughts. She must go alone to a new school and adjust 

herself to it. The same things faced her older brother. Busty, 18, 

but it didn't seem to bother him too much, and one of her younger 

brothers, Jick, 6, who dreaded it as much a.s Mary. :Sitsey, the young­

est child, aged 3, was not affected • 

• • • • • • • • • • 
1. Florence Crannel Means: Assorted Sisters, p. 57. 
2. Ibid., P• 134. 
~. Ibid., P• 21. 



Mary soon learned that st;rles in skirt lengths and Latin 

pronunciation differed considerabl;r at East High and at Oraibi Bigb. 

She also had to get used to the idea of being a nobody'. .Among the 

Indians, she had alwqs been Somebody'. 

That's Mar;r Locke, Reverend Locke's girl •••• This is the 
onl;r daughter of our ver;r able minister at the Mesa church. 
That • s the only' white girl around here who can speak fluent 
Hopi--like enough the only- white girl in the world

1 
who can. 

Or even simpl;r, That's the white girl, Maey Locke. 

• • • 

• • • 

One of her biggest problems was that of make-up. Feeling 

that her famil;r would disapprove, Mar;r used it only' at school and 

carefull;r washed it off before going home. As the weeks go b;r, she 

realizes the deceit in this and after a storm;r session with her two 

friends, decides to confess her secret to her famil;r. 

There is also m;rster;r in the book. Mei-Lee wears a string 

of beads around her neck all the time. It isn't until the girls have 

become fast friends that she tells them their secret. Marita also has 

an aura of lllY'Steey about her as she is veey loquacious about her back­

ground. At times it seems to Mar;r that both girls act like exiled 

princesses. Especiall;r do the;r anno;r her at the end of the book with 

their busyness over something which she soon learns are plans to raise 

enough mone;r to provide better living quarters for the Lock:es so the;r 

won't have to leave the job at Friendship BOuse. 

2. Message. 

Assorted S~sters is a book dealing with prejudices. The 

action takes place in Denver, where ma.ny races and nationalities live 

• • • • • • • • • •• 

1. Means, op. cit., p. 31. 
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side by side. There are Negroes, Spanish, Mexicans, Chinese, Jap-

anese and Americans. Friendship House provides a meeting place for 

them. The people learn to work together and to respect each other. 

At first there was friction with the Japanese. A program of re-

education was started and the problem disappeared. 

We see individuals work out their prejudices too. Mei-Lee 

learns to love the Japanese. Patsy and Da;r accept Caro, a colored 

girl, as their friend. Mary discovers that she makes hasty judgments 

of people which often turn out to be false. She also receivea a 

lesson about not using a rubber-stamp name like Shee~ for Jewish 

merchants. Her father says, 

Itts the easiest thing in the world to use a rubber-stamp 
name like Shee~. Stereotypes are easy too, but theytre bad 
medicine. There's always some truth behind them. ]ut you 
need to aSk, how come? What's mfde the Jew use ever.y triCk 
to save trl,\d.e--and his own life? · 

The emphasis throughout the book is on putting brotherhood 

into action. The very fact that the Assorted Sisters are friends is 

an act of brotherhood. The climax comes when the Lockes find a. more 

suitable home in which to live right in the middle of the colored 

section. This location does not stop them from moving in. All ~ 

tionalities join together in raising money for the purchase of the 

house. 

3. Form. 

This book is attractively bound, well made and easy to 

handle. The type is large and dark. The pages are neat. The book 

has an added feature, that of being illustrated. There are four full 

•••••••••• 

1. Means, op. cit., P• 29. 
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page, pencil sketches done in black. brown, tan and orange. These 

pictures show the characters in various situations. 

J • After the Harvest - Edith s. Pedersen 

1. Synopsis. 

As Mary Parker, age 14, watched her sister Kathryn Parker, age 

16, fall in love with Clifford !irchwood, a local boy with absolutel~ no 

· color or dash, she dreamed dreams about the man she would fall in love 

with and marry. To herself she thought: 

Somewhere in the world, she didn't know just where, her Locb­
invar lived. Re was tall, suave, polished and elegant, unlike 
anyone M~field ever had seen. Re was erudite, well traveled 
and so breathtakingly handsome that people stopped on the street 
to stare at him. 

When her Lochinvar did appear it was Kathryn he fell in love 

with not Mary. Kathryn turned him down as he was not a Christian. In 

order to get revenge and also in order not to return home a failure to 

Velma Farrel, his aunt, David Clinton decided to marry Mary and tell 

his aunt it was she he discovered he real~ loved. 

Velma was an admitted atheist. David pretended an interest 

in Christian things as an entrance into the Parker household. They both 

longed to get their hands on these two girls and show them what real life 

was. Kathryn was too strong a Christian to be tempted for long but Mary, 

impressionable, a dreamer and easi~ influenced fell into· the trap. She 

and David were married secret~. Mary was very happy as she loved David 

with all her heart. 

Velma and David iilllllediately go to work on Mary' to make her more 

worldly. The first change is her name. Mary is too ordinary. From now 

• • • • • • • • • • 

1. Edith Seyder Pedersdll After the Harvest, p. 12. 
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on she is to be called Merry. Next she must give up her queer way-s 

and learn to smoke, dance, drink, go to itile theater ana do everything 

else David's crowd does. I£ this is contrar,r to her God, then she 

must give Rim up too. :Because Mary loves David so much shes tries to 

be an obedient wife. David grows more and more proud of his charming 

wife and is very kind to her. 

Ma.ryls life becomes one round of parties and clubs and she 

has no time for her twins. Neither has David. He is away on business 

trips for long periods. It isn1t until David Jr. leaves for overseas 

duty that David recognizes an inadequacy in himself regardi~ his 

children. This is crystallized even further when Dee Gee marries a. 

man she has known knly a few ~s because her crowd dares her to. 

:Both Mary and David agree to be better parents in the future but only 

Mary lives to carry out the promise. 

There was much emptiness, sorrow and loneliness in Mary's 

life until the truth dawned on her. She and David had drifted miles 

apart. The,r were traveling different paths. Instead of trying to 

find David, Mary decided to turn back to the road which led toward 

God. David Jr. was already traveling that road. David found it be­

fore he died and Dee Gee finally surrendered to Christ's w~ too. 

2. Message. 

Maryls belief' in God was not strong enough to keep her from 

marrying an unbeliever. Although brought up in a. Christian home, she 

gave up her childhood teachings in order to be a good wife to David. 

Her life was lean and unhappy without God. She failed in the raising 



of her children, giving them nothing on which to build their lives. 

It wasntt until she rededicated her life to God that it began to take 

on meaning again and her empty hands became full. 

3. Form. 

This book is bound in red leather with gold lettering. The 

print is large and dark and the book is easy- to handle. The paper 

jacket bears a :picture of a farm yard. There is nothing in the book 

to indicate the nature of the stor,r. 

K. Going Stead1' - Anne Emer,r 

1. Sy-nopsis. 

This is the stor,r of Sally Burnaby and 11Scotty11 Scott who 

have been neighbors ever since they can remember and who, at the high 

school senior prom, decided to 11go steaCcy-. 11 The reader is allowed 

entrance into the feelings and thoughts of a young girl who is going 

steady through the eyes of Sally. 

The feeling of :possessing Scotty and being possessed by him 

is ver,r Sl'leet to Sally. Now she won't have to fear being an old maid 

like Carol in the office. Nor will she al~s have to be on the look­

out for a man like Carol. Also being married to Scotty will mean living 

away from home. Most of the time Sally wished her parent.s would treat 

her as a young lady instead of a child. After all, she is out of high 

school and should hsve more freedom. Then, too, there is never any 

peace and quiet in the house with four younger brothers and sisters 

all over the place. Sally dreams of the :pleasant home she will make 

for Scotty. 

So Sally saved her money in order to make her first :pre­

marriage purchase of an Orrefors curved crystal vase, w1 th a dilphin 
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etched in the glass, with which she had fallen in love, as it 

represents to her a symbol of the kind of life one hoped to live, 

clear and shining and beautiful. No flaws. No unevenness: 

The idea of a forthcoming marriage does not please either 

set o~ parents too well. Tension arises in the Burnaby home es­

pecially and Sally's only pleasant times are her dates with Scotty. 

On one of these they go to see two of their fr~ends who are newly­

weds. Sally and Scotty come a~ from their visit feeling that the 

young couple are "trapped. 11 They wonder whether this will happen to 

them. Perhaps they are too young as their parents have maintained. 

By mutual consent they agree to break their engagement and be just 

good friends again. 

2. Message. 

This is a story about a 11first love 11 and the problems 

connected with it. Sally keeps a~ opinions which differ with 

Scotty's to herself because she does not want Scotty to be disap­

pointed in her. This becomes increasingly hard as it means trying 

to enjoy things about which she cares nothing. 

Sally also tries to keep up with Scotty in such things as 

swimming, diving and playing tennis because she loves him so and 

wants to please him but more ana more she acquires a sense of in­

sufficiency. 

Because they are in love they wish to get married as soon 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Anne Emery: Going Steady, P• SS. 



as possible. This will require money. Both Sally and Scotty get 

jobs in a large store in order to save money for married life. 

Instead of being elated, Sally feels frustrated at the idea of 

settling down so soon. She discovers Scotty feels the same way; so 

they terminate their engagement and both feel free again. 

3. Form. 

The book is bound in an attractive orange cover with 

pictures of Sally and Scotty on it. There are no other pictures in 

the book. Neither is there a table of contents. The print is large 

and black and the book is easy to handle. 

L. Broken Threads - Ethel s. Low 

1. Synopsis. 

Dorothy Morrison at the age of eighteen is in love with 

· Bicha.rd Stanton. No one in her family can make P,er believe that 

Richard is a selfish show-off who could not be true to ~ girl for 

long. For different reasons the members of her family try to talk 

her out of marrying Bichard. Mrs. Morrison feels that Dottie lla.s 

been taken in by Bichard's good looks and fine clothes. Her own mar­

riage started that way and has not been ~y. Kathie, the oldest 

sister, feels that Richard is not a Christian and. therefore Dottie 

who is a Christian should not marry him until he becomes one. Dottie 

is in love and love is blind so none of these arguments changed her 

mind. A secret marriage is performed starting a life of heartache 

and tears. 

Unfortunately Richard is everything the family said of him. 
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After about one year of marriage a baby girl is born. Richard was 

infatuated with and proud of his daughter. Be insisted tba.t the 

family find. a home of their own instead of living with the Morrisons. 

Two years later a boy is born. Although Bich.a.rd was proud of his 

children, he was not a family man neither did he provide financially 

for his family. The Morrisons helped Dottie get the necessary things 

while Richard spent his money on himself. Also, rumors reached Dottie 

that her husband was having flirtations with other women. And now he 

openly scoffed at Christianity. 

Richard had a. good business head though a.nd. after two more 

children are born he made a change in jobs, bettering himself. Now 

he was eager to provide for his family. They moved to a fine home, 

ha.ve a. maid and two cars. Richard is seldom home though to enjoy his 

-family a.s his new work - the real estate business - means calling on 

people in another part of the state. 

Dot a.nd Richard grow farther a.nd farther apart until at last 

.he gives her the only scriptural grounds there are for divorce -

in:f'ideli ty. T'.ae divorce is granted and the children remain with 

their mother. 

Life takes a queer turn for Richard. Be is in an auto­

mobile accident and seriously hurt. Be calls for Dottie. She and 

their children visit him in the hospital a.nd he realized how much he 

wants and. needs them. Richard begs Dottie to take him baCk. A much 

wiser and older woman, she no longer loves him as before but for the 

sake of the children agrees to remarry him only if he becomes a. 

Christian. 
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Richard is converted. He and Dottie remarry and :peace 

comes to the Stanton family for the first time. Five years later 

Dottie records her thoughts in the diary she has kept over the years. 

~o~, as I was looking for some old music, I came across 
this dear old diary, and I wanted to read it over, so I took it 
down to the living roam, in front of the cosy open fire, 
and read it through. As I lived over those terrible years, 
the 11years the cankerworm ate, 11 I :praised God again for His 
wonderful love and mercy to a wayward and disobedient child; 
I :praised Him tha.t He led her out of the awful :place she had 
made for herself. :Bu.t as life goes on, I realize more and 
more how far-reaching are our mistakes, how endless the 
results of sin. 

The hardest thing for us both is dealing with those 
same tra.i ts in our children, that wrecked our lives, or so 
nearly so.l 

The second part of the book is the story of the third 

generation. Barbara Stanton the oldest of the Stanton children and 

her husband Stuart Slierman have two children, Sharon and Jim. 

Sharon is faced with the same problem as her mother and grandmother -

the love for and. the desire to marry a non-Christian. She also feels 

that her place to serve the Lord is on the mission field; namely 

Japan. T'nerefore she agrees to a conditional engagement with Don. 

He is to become a Christian and they will then go to Japan together. 

Doh is converted but feels tha.t his place to serve is among business 

men. The engagement is broken by mutual consent and Sharon shortly 

discovers that she loves an old friend and :p~te, John Madison, 

who is about to embark for Japan as a missionary. 

z. Message. 

The book covers three generations in order to make clear to 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Ethel s. Low: :Broken Threads, pp. 86-87. 
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the reader that as a man soweth so shall he also reap. Dottie sinned 

by deliberately disobeying the will of God regarding the man she 

married. She reaped the penalty. So did her children and grand-

children. It is the will of God that a believer should not be un­

equally yoked to an unbeliever.l Dottie chose to disobey this. 

~arbara her eldest daughter almost made the same mistake and so did 

Sharon her granddaughter. ~ut these two were fortunate in having 

consecrated Christian parents who guided them well and pr~ed for 

them. No one told Dottie ti'hen she was youn.g that God has a plan for 

each life, even as to whom one shall marr;.v. 2 Again she records her 

thoughts in her diary: 

And there is that beautiful thought that ought to 
thrill girls - if they once graSJ?ed it - the wonderful 
thought that God has a plan for every girl •s life, and 
that somewhere in the world is the very man God created 
for her, and that if she will put her life in God's 
keeping He will bring about the meeting of the two, in 
His good time. There could be no mistakes in choosing 
life partners if all Christians followed this plan. 
God does all things well, and there would be no broken 
hearts, no bitter years, no scarred souls, no shattered 
homes, if God shows our mates.3 

3. Form. 

The 184 pages of this book are bound nicely in dark blue 

with very little printing on the cover. The t;,vpe is dark and large. 

The book is made up of two parts. Each chapter bears a title. The 

paper jacket has a picture of Dottie on it. There are no pictures in 

the book. 

• • • • •••• 

1. Low: op. cit., p. 89. 
2. Ibid., p.88. 
3. Ibid., p.89. 



M. The Bishop t s Daughter - E. F. Macdonald 

1. Synopsis. 

Christine Hughson is the bishop's daughter. She is very 

attractive, an only child, in her late twenties and an artist by 

choice and skill. Men ha.ve played little part in Christine's life. 

It wa.s not because she lacked attractiveness. She ex_pla.ined it thus: 

She had not found herself interested in any of the men who 
had happened to cross her path. She was wrapped ttp in her 
art. The beauty of nature, and the reproduction of tbat 
beauty upon canvas, that was her joy and satisfaction.l 

The Bishop, Wallace Hughson, had. been working hard a.n.d was 

under a. strain. His wife and daughter felt that he needed a. change 

and so they motored to the town of Felton, Virginia. Here was t~ 

beautiful country and Christine could hardly wa.i t to reproduce the 

lofty and majestic Massanuttenpeak on c~a.s. Christine preferred 

to paint still life rather than living subjects although she had done 

some portraits. 

Much to the family's surprise the Felton House at which 

they were staying held weekly pr~er meetings every Wednes~ 

evening. They attended that Wednes~ evening and were refreshed 

spiri tua.lly. Rodney Thayer, a new minister in town, led the service. 

Before the evening was over the Bishop saw in him the man to evan­

gelize Sharpsville, the town where he had failed so miserably when he 

was a you.ng minister. Christine, toor., reacted to the minister. She 

was strangely affected by the message and by the man himself. 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Ernest F. MacDonald: The Bishop t s Daughter, pp. 29-30. 
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There follows a very beautiful love story. Rodney felt that 

his greatest rival was Ma.ssanutten. Christine loved the grandeur and 

strenglh of the mountain. As the days went_on she discovered in 

Rodney the same characteristics she admired in the mountain peak -

one who stands alone against great odds without flinchi:cg1 - courage 

2 and stalwa.rtness. It became easy to transform her love from the 

inanimate to the animate. Their marriage plans are delayed because of 

an accident to Rodney but only for a short time. 

Rodney showed great strengbll ~n his job as preacher in 

Felton. Be was not well received by the mountain people. Re re-

ceived his first warning to leave when a bullet pllerced the pail he 

was carrying. Undaunted, he continued building his church and 

holding services there. Other means of scaring him off also failed. 

As the people began to know him, their enmity changed to love. They 

came to his church and proved to be fine Christians. 

2. Message.· 

Christine is the problem of this story. She is more 

interested in :painting landscapes than in being a woman. So far 

nothing has stirred her soul except the beauty of nature. It almost 

seems as though she is waiting for the right person to come along and 

awaken her. Once this happened she blossomed into a fine young woman. 

This is also the story of a young minister aDd the problems 

he has to face in a new town. It is the power of prayer which brings 

• • • • • • • • 

1. MacDonald: op. cit. P• 104. 
2. Ibid., P• 10.5. 
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Rodney over the rough spots. Also it is the mountain :people who make 

him humble as he realizes tha.t he came to help them but they ha.ve 

helped him instead. 

3. Form. 

The book is well made a.nd convenient to handle. Only the 

:paper jaCket bears a. :picture. ~ distinctive feature of the book is 

in the sepa.r~tion of the chapters. When a chapter ends on the right 

hand side of a. :page the next :page is left blank so tha.t each chapter 

starts on the right hand side of the :page. This is a. very :pleasing 

feature. The :print is large a.nd dark. 
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CF....APTER III 

THE PIJI.CE OF SELECTED FICTION IN T:G:E 

PROGRAM OF CHRISTIA.lr EIXJCATIOlif 

A. Introduction 

It v1as learned that there is value to be derived from reading 

fiction. These values are enumerated in chapter I. Certain selected 

fiction books 1·rere chosen partly on the basis of the types they represent 

and the types popular 1·1i th the adolescent~ Not all the types are repre-

sented in the books chosen. The areas of boy-girl relationships, 

personality problems, occupational choices, adventure, racinl discrim-

ination, Christian doctrine and Christian grm·rth vmre sing1ed' .. out to be 

studied. 
1 

The selected fiction l'ias then read and is revie\ved in Chapter 

II. It is the object of the chapter to see hou these books may be used 

in the program of Christian education. 

B. General Contribution of the Books to Christian GrO\'lth 

1. Boy-girl Relationships. 

Although tvw of' the books ·v;ere typical boys' books and did; not 

have girl characters in them at all, and t'lvo more had >vomen in them in 

the fonn of mothers, sisters and friends, the majority of the books 

1rrere concerned vli th boy-girl relationships in one or several of the 

. . . . . . . . 
1. Books concerning the areas dealt '•lith in this chapter are listed 

in an appendix as further help to adolescents and their leaders·. 



marw phases. 

The Island Stallio:ri and F.t.ighpockets have no female characters 

of any importance in them. Collie, the Tumpleweed Boy, finds his life 

somewhat surrounded by '\'IOmen. T'ne pleasant relations he has I'Tith them 

should lead to a good relationship '1-li th girls later in his life~ Collie 

likes to help his mother and takes pride v1hen she gets 11 dressed up 11 

and looks !"'..iceo He i·lants to see his little, golden haired sister get 

1vell and be kept clean and neat like other girls. He i·rould like to see 

her grmv into a fine young vroman. He also has a pleasant relationship 

i·Ti th the Home !v1issions Council representatives at the several camps-. 

The women in Collie 1 s life are loving, kind and friendly ru1d he develops 

a normal boy 1 s instinct to love, take pride in and provide for them~ 

Mrs. La.Yle is the only 1voman in Treasure Bayou. Chris 

exhibits the relationship of provider ru1d protector of his mothero 

Mastering Marcus is the first of the boy 1 s books vthich has to 

do I'Iith boy-girl relationships as such. Here is the problem of a poor 

boy and a rich girl "i'Tho fall in love~ Arloi·rene has everything money 

can b'u:y. Jim Bob is spurred on to stud;~r hard in college in order later 

to malce a mark in the I'Torld so that he can provide for Arlouene as ;.;ell 

as, and better than, her parents do. P~ter their conversions, material 

things take the proper place in life and the emphasis is on serving 

the Lord~ 

Several times the physical aspect of romance is mentioned~ 

The influence of soft music and dim ligr.:ts is described as follo'lrs: 

There i·Tas no denying the effect of such music on 
tvTO ;v.ov..ng people in love in a soft-lighted room~ Romance 
didn 1t mve to come from the inside nouadays; it i·ras 



created by high paid orchestras ~~d magic-voiced croonerso 
1m orchestra a thousru1.d miles avray could, by ·vra:y of radio, 
vreave its spell and make the vthole listening vrorld f'eel 
romantic -- ":Ti th or 1·ri thout true love as a foundation~ 
Such music had the povrer of hypnotism on the minds of men.l 

Drin .. ldng has similar effects but heightened. Giddyness and 

recklessness resulted for Arlm·1ene >vhen she let Dameron tease and 

coax her into trueing a drink. These are her thot~hts: 

her blood ran vmm in her veins and she talked glibly and 
unasha111edly of the things Dar.!leron seemed to 1vish to talk 
about. Almost, the 1-roma.n.hood in her had gone to sleep; 
almost, she had a.llo1·red herself' to forget high principles 
and self respect; almost, she

2
had yielded to the sensuous 

proposals of Dm~eron Corwith. 

Arlot-rene lost respect for Dameron ":Then he tried to become 

too personal •·rith her. Jim Bob gained respect for Arloviene '\·then she 

'\vould. :d.6t a.llolv him to hold her hand f'or long after they had agreed to 

let their love for each other vmit until after their college days. He 

loved her for this firr.mess of character and expressed it thus, 11 A 

f'elloH really had to reveren.ce a. girl before his love vras 1·1hat it 

ought to be~ u3 

Vera. Harper, the other young girl in. the story, received 

good advice from her mother regardin.g past loves in a man 1 s lifeo Mrs~ 

BEu1 per exhibited no jealousy as she explained to Vera. 

1. 
2. 
3· 
4. 

It i·ra.s the course of human nature that men and women. 
should fall in love; and it ';-ms no Elore than natural 
that during youth 1 s matin.g time there should be mis­
truces made; the intelligent and right thing for a. 
husband and -vrife to do vra.s to forget all past affairs 
and give taemselves entirely to mclcing each other 
happy nmv. 

0 • • • • . . • 

Hutchens, op. cit., P• 79· 
Ibid., P• 110~ 
Ibid~, P• 37~ 
Ibid., P• 58 
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Finally, this book has to deal 1;1ith the problem of a 

Christian's attraction for one who has not yet accepted Christ. As 

strong as Jim Bob 1 s love is for Arlm·rene, he realizes that serving his 

Lord must come first. He is 1-rilling to give up .Arloc;ene if his love for 

her vTill keep him from doing £L11.d going i"<'here the Lord calls. Naturally 

he i·Tould like to have both and v:hen Arlo'>lene told him that she had 

accepted Christ at first it seemed too good to be true. 

Light Across the Prairie is not primarily a love stol"'J yet a 

romance runs through the book. Perry is at first te_~en in by Ma.tilee 1 s 

dy-Damic, extrovert personality but it is the quiet, sweet Leota 11ith 

the inner radiance i·rith 11hom he falls in love. Perry's coming to Bates­

ford and interest in her gives Leota the courage to i'litness to her Ul1-

believing family and she in turn helps Perl"'J in his spiritual '\'Iork by 

playing the orgru1 on Sunday, teacbing the small children and praying 

for Perry 1 s i'lork. This book is a good example of hei'l ti'TO young people 

can vrork together for God. 

Both }fastering Marcus and Light Across the Prairie present a 

teaching vrhich it i'lould be wise for girls to understand. Harriage is 

the ultimate goal for a vroman but for a man the ultimate goal is his 

work. Because of this Jim Bob is able to change almost vlithin a matter 

of seconds frcm making love to Arloi·lene to thinking about his college 

cleaning job. PerrJ's thoughts also took a quick change from Leota to 

business. These changes ·are sometimes hard for women to understand, as 

Arloi'rene discovered. 

Goil?g on Sixteen is the story of a girl's first experience 

vlith boys on an adolescent level. For years Julie had played >'lith 



Dick as one child \'lith another. No'I'T she is conscious of him as a boy 

and herself as a girl and the relationship becomes strained for a time. 

Finally, they get back on the friendly basis but i·Ii th a nevr fee ling and 

respect for each other~ 

Julie day-dreams of' being tremendously popular i·Tith the boys 

at the Freshman Frolic. She practices for days '\'That she shall say i'lhen 

they ask her to dance as she i'Tants to appear poised and assured. \'Then 

the evening arrives nothing goes as planned and Julie is a flop socially~ 

Young girls vrho have attended their first dance uith high hopes in their 

hearts ;.fill relive their experiences as they read about Julie. Her 

solution should help them~ 

Julie's first date is a•double date and it is suggested that 

th..is is a good vfay for any girl to start. 

The three Marys in Assorted Sisters :Peel about boys as many 

girls of' their age do - they 1,-lish to have nothing to do ;'lith them. It 

is partly because of' this feeling that they become :Past friends. But 

being normal, healthy attractive young girls they soon find themsel:ves 

noticing boys and are pleased 1·rhen the boys start noticing them. The 

girls are impressed by the boys i'Iho are nice looking, \'Tear snappy clothes 

and drive nice cars, but they soon discover that it is personality i'lhich 

counts. 

Mary speaks out against pai'ling vrhen Zip Forrester tries i t. 1 

She doesn't v1ant to be considered a prig but some things are vrrong. Here 

too •;~e see a young girl i'lho :Peels tl>..at she is old enough and ;.rise enough 

to no longer have parent domination in her dates. After an m1pleasant 

experience she learns that she isn1 t so 1-dse after all. Macyc: also has 

. . . . . . . . 
1~ Means, op. cit., P• 1.38. 
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strong ideas about not allowing boys to come bet\'Ieen her and her 

friends~ She does not think it cricket to desert them for the first boy 

i·Iho asks for a date~ 

The inevitableness and naturalness of engagements and marriages 

ivhen young people of the opposite sex get together is explained to 

Mei-Lee and Mary~ 1 

Love to young Mary Parker in After the Harvest uas something 

exciting, dashing and romantic. The fact that it i·ras something sacred 

and not to be entered into lightly or unadvisedly didn't occur to her 

until after her marriage. She 1·1as not an unpopular girl yet she refused 

dates in order that she 1-Tould be free vihen her Prince Charming ca'lle along. 

At the age of seventeen, she found dreruns to be su£ficient. They were 

S\veeter than the reality of dating the local boys. l'lhen her Prince 

Charming did come she i'Tas totally unable to resist his smooth and cle'l/er 

talk. 

David Clinton thought of himself as irresistible to all women. 

\'lhen he could not vlin Kathryn Parker he did not hesitate to propose to 

her sister. To him marriage vlas merely a conquest of the most beautiful 

girl. Later, being a good husband and father consisted only in providing 

financially for his family. Ma!"'J 1 s mother and father had provided a 

Christian home and opportunities to groi'l in spiritual matters. David 

stifled . any such ideas in Ma:ry regarding their home~ 

Even greater disregard of marriage as something sacred \'las 

shovm by Dee Gee, Mary 1 s daughter. Dee Gee married a man she had only 

knmm a fei·I days because her friends dared her to. \'lhen her husband 

. . . . . . . . 
1. Means, <?P• cit., p. 79. 
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'\'Tent off to "\·Tar shortly after their marriage, Dee Gee experienced 1·rhat 

other young uar brides did. She found it difficult to remain faithful 

to the marriage voi'ls vTi th a man she didn 1t love and hardly knew·. She 

craved the companionship of ctl:.er men. Uhen her child vras born she hated 

him as he tied her dovm and represented a union for 'I·Thich she had no 

respect. At ti'lenty she felt that life Has over for her. 1 

This novel also shovrs us that a husband and '1'1ife have to be 

ivorking for the same goals in life other1·rise they vTill grovr avray from 

each other the \'lay Mary and David did. 

Going Steady shoi'TS that all yovng couples in love and engaged 

to marry do not always go through ui th it. Yovng love may seem very 

true to the couple until all of a sudden they realize i'i'hat it involves: 

Talking about marriage and planning for it - things such as finding an 

apartment and earning money to live - are tvro different things. 

This book is about a couple both of i-Thom are 1-lilling to brealc 

their engagement. None of the books treats the subject of one person 

desiring to break the engagement and the other '\'lishing the engagement 

to continue. 

This book suggests that boys and girls just out of high school 

are too young to settle dovm to married life~ 

Broken Threads is a story of parents i'l'ho are unhappy in their 

marriage and who, therefore, are incapable of dealing i·Ti th their 

children's affairs of the heart. Instead of getting to kno'.·T and trying 

to understand the boy vlhom Dottie brought home, l:Irs. Horrison took an 

. . . . . . . . 
1. Pedersen, op. cit., p. 1)8. 
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instant dislike to him as he reminded her so much of her husband i·lhen he 

ivas young. She refused to discuss the matter any further after declaring 

that Dottie could not mar!"'IJ him. This drove Dottie to mar!"'IJ Richard,. .. 

whereas a sene, unemotional discussion of the problem might have saved 

Dottie from her mistake. Yovng people need guid~~ce, love and under­

standing, not censure, from their parents as they bring home their 

love problems. 

Mt<..and Hrs. Morrison provide a poor example of making a happy 

home life and the children have no pattern to follow. Also Dottie and 

Kathryn realize the lack of training for courtship and marriage in their 

lives and therefore make sure their children receive both instructions 

and love. If only Dottie had knoun ,,then she >·ras yovng that 11 God has a 

plan for every girl 1 s life, and that some'I'There in the 'l'lOrld is the very 

man God created for~ her ••• itl \·That a difference it might have made in her 

life. 

The Bishop 1 s Daughter is the love sto~J of a young man and 

'\'TOman ivho have not married during the usual mating years. C:b..:ristine is 

in her late tvTenties before she falls in love and Rodney is probably 

about the same age. Christine 1 s parents have 1·risely not pushed her into 

something for i'Thich she '\'Tas not ready, although they dearly -vranted their 

daughter to marr-.J. As they \'Tatch Christine falling in love 1·1ith Rodney, 

they are caref'ul not to make fun of or hurry her feelingso 

The ti·Jo become engaged to marry a:t'ter knoi'ring each other about 

five months. Their parents approve of the union. In this short period 

1. Lovr, op. cit. , p. 89. 
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of time Christine is not above being jealous vrhen she sees Rodney Hi th 

another \•roman. It makes her miserable although there is absolutely no 

agreement bet1veen them. 

Christine received the follOi'Iing sage advice from her mother 

on being a minister's i·rife~ 

You knot·T, a minister 1 s vlife can expect trouble--per haps more 
trouble than most other brides. But you have been 1:1ell 
fortified. l'lhen he needs you, you must be strong of heart and 
able to speak courage to him. A minister has moments of deep 
distress, i·lhen he feels his 1-rork is in vain or his standing 
vlith God is lost. Then you m1..1.st be able to strengthen and 
sustain him skilfully. 1 · 

2. Summary. 

As boy-girl relationships seem to be involved in the majority 

of these books, it seems t-rise to summarize the teachings. 

Four of these books present very strongly the idea that a 

Christian should not mar!"'J a non-Christian. Both sides of the picture 

are shOim and the lives of those t·rho do and those tvho don't are in 

dramatic contrast. 

The idea that God has a special mate for each person and t-rill 

drav1 them together is presented as uell as intimated. In one book it is 

stated thus, 1~•1arriages are made in heaven. 112 

Once the marriage contract has been entered into it should 

not be broken - l'thom God has joined together, let no man put asunder. 

This applies particularly to parents who disapproved of the marriage. 

. . . . 
1. MacDonald, op. cit., p. 112. 
2. Ibid., p. 129. 
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Once their child has married, even against their 1·lill, they must for-

get their disapproval ru1.d 1wrk to make the marriage a success. 

From these books one learns that the course of young love does 

not ahtays run smoothly. Jealousy and doubt arise before and even after 

the engagement. It is possible also to mru{e a mistru{e in the choice of 

a mate. When t:b..is is discovered during the engagement period, the 

engagement should be te::rrninated. 

The marriage itself is also discussed. The girls who eloped 

later realized that this Has a harsh thing to do to their parents and a 

'<lay of cheating themselves out of a ceremony vthich should be beautiful. 

The hastiness of the act tends to shcM something is rirong and both girls 

later regret their marriages. 

The physical aspect of the boy-girl relationship is neither 

forgotten nor gone into in great detail. The morals of the leading 

characters are good, yet not prudish. The specifically Christian books 

shovr that the body must be kept untarnished until the right mate comes 

along. This is expressed by Mal"'J Parker 1·rhen ·she says that she does not 

1 
believe in kissing until after the engagemento 

3· Personality Problems. 

Collie, in the Tumblei-reed Boy, had to learn to forget about 

himself ru1.d thin.l{ about his y01.mger brother. Like most elder brothers, 

he viaS bothered at times by Jay ahmys tagging along. He 1·rished to be 

rid of him. He soon came to realize that he had a responsibility tm·;ard 

his younger brother. After Jay got into trouble for lack of something 

better to do, Collie lmeu that it ':Tas partly his fault. He could have 

. . . . . . . . 
1. Pedersen, op. cit., p. 48o 
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stayed and helped referee -the ball game so th2.t it vlouldn 1t have ended 

in t-rrar.gling. He could have suggested 11friendly-like 11 to Jay that they 

shal~e minding Pet instead of dvmping the Hhole job in his lap. He 

could have told Jay that Miss Jean 1·ranted to see him in such a uay as 

to ma.1{e Ja:y vlant to see her. Nm·r he realized his mistakes and vrished 

to c:b .. a:n.ge his ways. Being a buddy to Jay •·;as not unpleasant but fun 

\vhen looked at in the right light. 

rhstering Marcus. depicts a young man vrho must decide upon a 

philosophy of life. Again the selfish element is present as Jim Bob 

thinks only of himself. He struggles to find 1·1hat manhood is and then 

to attain it. This struggle leads him to Christ and to true manhood. 

Selfislmess seeBs to be the main 11ersonality problem in the 

boys' books. Cecil NcDade as Highoockets isn't accepted by the men on 

the baseball tefu'n until he forgets himself in trying to make friends 

lvith the boy he injured uhile driving his car and begins to play -vrith 

and for the teem. 

Julie's main problem in the book, Going~ Sixteen, is shy­

ness. She didn't have a mother to tell her ho'.'l to act I'Tith boys or 

that to have a good time at a part~r you must add something to that 

party or other little helpful hints, as popular Oorillie did. Julie 1 s 

sbyness automatically disappeared as she put her efforts into the 

school play. 

Julie also learned that she must be herself and not try to 

be an imitation of someone else. This is a good lesson for young 

girls to learn in this age of glamorous movie and television stars 

':rhom they try to copy. 



After the Harvest tells the story of Mary Parker vrho is eas-

ily ir£luenced by a stronger personality. She too tries to play a part 

to please her husband. At last Mary gets free of her husband's spell 

and becomes herself again vrith her ovm ideas and 'irays of acting. 

Sally, the young girl in Going Steady, is also trying to be 

sometlo.ing she isn't. Sall~r is trying to be the girl Scotty v·rants her 

to be. Because she loves Scotty, she is •,Jilling to give up her m-m 

desires in order that Scotty might h~:tve his vray. This proves to be 

too much of a strain. At last she bJ:oke their engagement and became 

herself again. 

Fere is a contradiction in ideas. For Collie, Jlli1 Bob, 

Highpockets and Julie the change for the better c8.rne in their person-

alities \·Then t'.cey forgot themselves in a Horthy cause bigger and out-

side of them.sel ves. Their personalities l·iqre enlarged. Yet it 1·ras 

this same selflessness tm·Jard the men they loved vrhich caused Sally 

and Mary such trying times. In the first four books mer:.tioned the in-

dividuals do not give up their individuality in putting the greater 

task before t::1eir personal desires. In the second t;·Jo books, the task 

demands a revrunping of the pe1·sonality to fit the ideas of another, 

and the true personality is lost. The first method leads to a blossom­

ing of the personality vhile the second stifles it. 

4. Occupational Choices. 

Collie, in Tumb le;·reed Boy, vrants to settle dovm and learn 

somet!1ing to do like tead1ing. Re also recognizes the value of the 

Rome Hissions Cotmcil i·io:rk and hopes that his sister can gro;r up to be 

like the missionaries. Collie is shocked to learn that his father 
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•·:anted to go to college but circur.J.stances rendered it i..m!Jossible. 

This book might easily inspire the reader to consider 1-:orl-: 'idth mi-

grants. The need is so great and the i·rork seer1s so Horth;hile. 

The Island Stallion presents the idea that very often people 

are not satisfied "1-Jith their jobs and dream. of the perfect job but do 

nothing about 
._,_ 
~ v. Pitch ':Jas one 1·rho acted v.pon his drean and never 

regretted it. 

Treasure Bayou is a stud:;r of the reason for v10rking. C:b..ris 

decides that it should not be for :r.loney alone. The effects of the 

>·:ork on others should also be considered. 

Mastering Harcus s:9eaks of success in v1ork according to 

1-rorldly standards. The ar!lount of ·vrill po~·rer a man has 1·rill cleter..11.ine 

hm·r much he cru'l acco::.nplish. The ordinary man rrho does nothing ot}.t-

standing, but makes life a finer place in rrhich to live for those 

arovnd him, is ignored. After Christ entered irrGo his life, Jim Bob 

1·ealized that greatness and sv.ccess come in doing Christ 1 s will, not 

your ovm, and that the nobodies 'Here successes too. 

Light Across the Prairie is the book vlhich specifically deals 

rii th being a Christian and follo';ling Christian principles in ;-;hatever 

11ork you are engaged. A Christian finds v;here he can serve God best 

'.-:hether it be as a minister, a ne11spaper editor, a farmer, a school 

teacher or a leather 1·rorker. 

Highpockets shoHs that the1·e must be no individual players 

on a team. All must be vrorking for the good of the team. This same 

idea ap:9lies to business. Highpockets also realized that it is hard 

work i·rhich covnts. vlortbrhile things are gotten by good hard i·Tol·k. 



He sees school as a preparatio::1 to fit ~en to think so that they 1:lill 

succeed in life. 

Assorted Sisters presents the idea that remuneration must b~ 

considered in thi11Jdng of a life 1 s ':lorl:. A man viith a viife and four 

children cai"' ... Ilot "\·rork only for the glory of it. Food, shelter and 

clothing must be provided for '. n1.s fa;nily. 

After the Harvest indicates that a ~e.rried ':roman 1 s uork is to 

provide a C]:l~·istian home and Christian nurture for her children. If she 

is married to someone 1-1ho is against t: ... is, the task is doubly hard but 

must still be done. This idea is viviii;ly shO':m in the novel. 

In Broke_g Threads the thesis that God calls his children to 

vTOrk in certain places is presented. Ignoring this call, no matter for 

v1hat reason, v1ill result in unhappiness and uneasiness. Trying to in-

fluence another to serve vrhere you i·;ant him may be against God's plan 

for the person and therefore Hon 1t 1-rork. Each person must decide for 

h:L-nself uhere he is called. 

The Bishop's Daughter_is the only book in uhich a minister is 

one of the leading characters. Rodney Thayer has been given e. hard 

parish to serve but he is determined to see it through uith God 1 s help. 

Yet he is doubtful as to ivhether he 'iTill make good. A man by the name 

of Dmming sets him straight as he declares, 11 So2ebody else 111 make 

good, and that 1 s the Lord. You 1 ve only got to help Him • • • 111 

Again the idea is presented that God's helpers are not only 

ministers but also people in other occupations 1'Tho :follm·r Christ 1 s 

teachings. 

1. MacDonald, op. cit., p. 12. 
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5. Advent·u.re. 

The books chosen especially for G.clventure are: The Island 

Stallion, Treasure Bayou and Hio;:hpockets. These books are all 1-:ell 

':Tritten and the element of adventure is good. Suspense is -vmll main-

tained and the reader vlill probably not put any one of the books do1-m 

until he has finished •.L 
J.. u. 

The young men in these books are not adventuring for God as 

is Perry in Light Across the Prairie and Rodney in The Bishou 1 s Da:ughter, 

but they each grow in character as a result of their adventures. The 

last t-vro mentioned books sho1v that adventuring for God can be equally 

daring, thrilling and revmrding. 

These books contain the element of fascination -- of trans-

planting the reader to the land of imagiY~ .. ation -- more than anything 

else. The main characters are all fine young men. 

6. Racial Discriminc,tion. 

Racial discrimination is found. in Tmble1·1eed Boy. The 

Hexican migrants are looked dovn1 upon by the American migrants. It 

seems as though each minority group has to have another group upon 1·1hich 

to cast scorn. A fine picture is painted of the Mexicans so that the 

reade::· -vrill be in sympathy 11ith Collie in his liking t!1em. 

Assorted Sisters uas chosen as the book dealing 11i th this par-

ticular problem. 

Brotherhood seems to cor.1e naturally to the i·:hole Locke fam-

ily. They recognize that it is not easy for everyone to feel as they 

do, though, and it is their job to promote the idea. The~r do a fine 

job by getting the groups to \vork togetl"J.er on projects and at parties 
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so that brotherhood '"rill come through tmdersta!J.ding and friendship. 

7. Clrristian Doctrine. 

!;Iasteri np; Marcus, Light Across the Prairie, After the Harvest 

and Bro~en Threads all prese1~ Christi&~ doctrines. 

Step by step Perry shm·red :r~!oss Gunther the '.vay of salvation 

in the book Li,g:ht Across the Prairie, vrhich is representative of the 

group. 

All vre like sheep have gone astray; ':re ·have turned 
every one to his mm -,>ray; and the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all ••• There is none righteous, no, 
not one • • . For the <·Tages of sin is clee.th; but the gift 
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord ••• 
For by grace are ye se.ved through fo.i th; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of vTOrks, lest any 
man should boast ••. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou slo..alt be saved • • • If thou shalt co:ofess v1ith 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and she.lt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the deo.d, t:--:ou shalt be saved. 
For 1-1ith the heart me.n believeth unto righteousness; and 
ivith the mouth confession is 1-:1ade unto se.lvation ••• But 
as many as received him, to them gave he pov:e ~" to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe on ll.is na~e. 1 

Various people in the books are presented the -..;ay of salvation. 

Some accept and some do.ri:d:. Their responses and reactions are shovm. 

These books could easily be the meditun by 1;1hich a conver-

sion in the reader take~? place or is at least started. Ma1w of the 

unbeliever's questions, fears, attitudes and barriers are explained 

shoidng that conversion is a me.tter of the mind, heart e.nd 1vill uhich 

may or may not involve a tremendous struggle on the part of the con-

vert. Some conversions are rapid, happening l'lithin a period of ten 

days; others take years. 

1. King, op. cit., p. 106. 
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There is much emphasis on prayer in all of these books 

prayers for guidance, for strength, for sinners, for forgiveness and 

of thar.ksgiving. The results of prayer are also shm·m. 

These books are lim.ited in their treatr.c.ent of Christian doc-

trine as the primary emphasis is on conversion and prayer in the Chris-

tian life. It is admitted that conversion is one of the primary ex-

periences of youth at this age. Hoviever, other aspects are important 

also. 

The books present the Christian message very attractively 

and should not be offensive to the reader. The young people involved 

are all fine people. They in no 1·my could be called sissies, i•Teaklings 

or life's failures. 

E). Christian G;:rovJth. 

The s&-ne books as mentioned under 11 C~ristian doctrine 11 fol-

loi'l through on the theme of Christian gro~·r'ch. Jim Bob received four 

rules to obey conscientiously in order to be a grouing, successful 

Christian. They are as folloi'ls: 

first, meditate on some portion of the Bible daily, pref­
erably in the morning; second, pray dz.ily, preferably in 
the morning; thil·d, confess Cy:tist openly before men; i'ourth, 
seek to i·lin others to Christ. 

The yotmg people in Broken Threads lee.rn the.t not only must 

one be saved but he must be yielded also. Each yot.mg person's life 

should be p1·esented to God, i'rhich is your reasone.ble service2 and 

1. Hutchens, op. cit., p. 140. 
2. Lo'.-r, op. cit. , p. 22. 
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God 11ill shall you ';that to do vri th your life. T'b..is ide2. is presented 

to them during the d.evotio::1s 2-t the close of a social hour. Joe ob-

jected to this idea of Bixing religion vTith fun. It seemed irreverent 

to him. A..n. older Christie.n explained that God is interested in every-

thing 1·re do. 

Moss Gunther learned that once he bec2..1ne a Christian there 

v1ere certain things he should not and vrould not vmnt to do -- such as 

drinking and selling liquor. He closed his saloon ax1cl took up a trade. 

Not only that, he poured all the liquor d01·m the drain so that others 

1 
might not be ruined by it.-

Emphasis is placed on family devotions. The reader is admit-

ted to the Parkers' devotional period. Even an indifferent person, 

David, recognized the element of i'lOrship as Katr!.!"yn played the piano, 

Clifford the violin, and the fe.mily sang hymns. 
2 

Later he longed to 

have this soul-stirring experience again but not badly enough to do 

anytl".d.ng about it. Ho could easily see the beautiful difference it made 

in Kathryn 1 s character s.s contrasted to his sl:alloH, frivolous friends. 

One of the best ;,·mys for a Christian to gro1·r is to share his 

faith. New born Christians must becoBe 1·ri tnesses. This may not be easy 

at first due to lack of speaking ability as I·Ioss Glmther realized, 

or because of a fa.r-:1ily uhich is not only dishite:rested but antagonistic 

as in Leota 1 s case, or because of feeling embarrassed as Jim Bob i'l'as 

about conducting street meetings. Again a keen insight into Christians 

is sho1-rn. 

1. King, op. cit., p. 108. · 
2. Pedersen, op. cit., p. 22. 
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C. Use of the Selected Fiction in the Program 
of Christian Education 

1. By the Christian Educator. 

It is being realized mo1·e and mo:ce the important part the 

teacher or leader plays in the vrork of Christian education. Previously 

the teacher i·ras thought of as the instrument t~rrcugh vlhich certain 

facts v;ere passed on to the children. Nov; his 1'10rk is thought of more 

in terms of guiding, helping, leading and developing rather than the 

verbs tell, give and present. Because the emphasis has mmng from 

material or subject matter to tLe teacher creating the phrase, 

the curriculuxn is ninety per cent teacher more stress has been put 

on trained leadel'ship. ':lith such leaders 1·1ill lie the greatest part of 

the burden of Christian education. 

They realize, hoi'rever, that they can.~."lot do a complete job 

alone and are therefore enlisting the cooperation of the parent. This 

is a slov: and sometimes unrevmrding process. Eany parents do not have 

the biblical knm'iledge necessary a.nd others are not interested in tak-

ing on the 1wrk. They look to the church and its staff to do the job 

and do it vrell. 

Clarence H. Benson gives the follo':ring definition of a 

teacher: 11A teacher is one uho helps so::-:1.ebody else to learn. ul He 

further goes on to say that it is a cooperative p:cocess betvreen child 

and teacher. Both are busily engaged in the process and unless learn-

ing results there has been no teaching. He states the object of 

1. Clarence H. Benson: The Christian Teac !1er, p. 1.3. 
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teaching thus: 11 T6 D.ake sor!lething happen in the life of the pupil 11 and 

the test of teaching, 1'1-rhat hap~)ens in the life of the pupil. nl 

~rnen this teaching is done in the church the purpose becomes 

specific: 

to help them (boys and girls) to become increasingly Chris­
tian, to develop a truly Christian personality, to achieve 
that m~re abu..YJ.dadc and more fruitful life of vJhich Jesus 
spoke. 

The funda~ental of all teaching is to get a response.5 

Books can be used in the teaching process; therefore, as they elicit 

such response, as stated by Betzner and-Hoore in Every-child and Books: 

In every age a:'ld in every en-v-ironment v<hether simple 
or complex c'b.ildren respond to books in certain universal 
and persistent • .. m.ys. Because such responses are 1..mtaught 
and personal they possess a value of supreme importance.4 

The first response Nhich the Christi8.n educator might de-

sire is that of a change of attitude in a specified direction. One 

young boy may be disturbing the uhole class Hith his desire to be no-

ticed all the tir.J.e. The book Highoockets could 1-mll be used to shoK 

him the necessity and pleasure of class cooperation. 

The teaCher might 1:1isl1 to change tl1e attitude of a group of 

teen-age girls t61-rarcL·girls of other races. Assorted Sisters is a very 

engaging picture of young people and grm-rn-ups of other races their 

troubles and their joys -- and hoH an .American girl took them into 

her life. 

&."1 attitude of indifference to and lack of lmouledge of the 

1. Benson, op. cit., p. 15. 
2. !viildred Moody Eakin: Teachi11_g Junior Boys and Girls, p. 15. 
). Benson, op. cit., p. 20. 
4. Jean Betzner, Arillie E. Moore: Everychild and Books, introduction 

p. viii. 
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economic and social status of people such as migrants may exist in a 

group. Tv111blev1eed .l22,y is a heart-11arming story of a migrant boy 1 s life 

and vrould open the ;:~roup 1 s eyes to the lif'e of' migrant 1-10rkers. 

A girl about to be rnarried may not thinl: it matters vrhether 

her intended. is a believer or not. After the Harvest should cause her 

to reappraise her situation as to the seriousness of such a move. 

Studies have repeatedly sho1m that rec:ding can chan.2;e atti-

tudes. Tests 1-1ere made before and after the reading 1·ras done and at-

titudes pertaining to problems of race, societ~r, econor:.1ics, international 

and relir;ious beliefs sho1·red a change after tbe reaciing. 1 

Secondly, reading is done for 9ropags.nda purposes. Althoug-h 

this term does not have s. very good connotation nov;e..da.:ts, yet it rloes 

e;·~press the 2,irn of the Christian erlvr,8.-t.or -- t.o R'Oread the doctr:Lnes 

and urinciples of Christianity. .A:..'1y of the books such as .[i.f~~ :th~ 

would be fine ?or such a purposeo '1'hey present clear, acct::.rate and very 

reEtdable pictures of Ohristia.'lityo It s[Wll.ld be noted here the:t Goi~_g 

Steady refers to the publishil1g of banns before . ' . -en e marn.age 

fore is probably Catholic and i'!Ould not be good to t1se in the above 

connection. 

The books could also be used in conjunction 1·1ith several of 

tr1e meJchods of teachirl:;. Story telling is ab;ays a popular method of 

learning vlith children. Instances from the books could be vroven into 

s~:ort storiese For example, in order to teach a class of inter:wediates 

• 0 • 0 

l. Douglas \·[aples, Ber!1ard Berelson, Fr·:mklyn :?.. Bradshm1: 1/fhat Reading 
Does to People, D. 108. 

2. Bible: Rorne.;s i4-:7a, R.s.v. 
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may be given sh01·Iing hou Steve and Pitch ceme to this very conclusioE. 

The idea of underta~:ing a project in social service may be 

stimulated through such society-conscious books as the • .\ssorted Sisters 

or Tv.rablevmed Bov. ___...,_ 

Ylith e_ se11j_or class of yovng yco~le, ";r11o e..re 1nuch il1terestJed 

ir: boy-girl relationships, a discussion mie;ht be started regarding the 

different ;·ra:rs presented of discoverirlg 1.-rhor.a ~rou s11ould n2arry as de-

·oicted in the books Goin.::; Steady s.nd Broken Threads. The books are 

ric11 i11 material for fv .. rt'her discussions a.bou.t dati11.g ar1d rnarriage. 

ITo~ne of tb.er::1 deals 1·rith t11e problel~ls e..risir.tg fron th.e deeire 01~ a 

Protestru1t e.nd a Oat?~olic or a Protesta..'lt and a JeH to Ic.arry, ho1-1ever. 

}:18.1lY of tl1e ideas re;ardin.g sarri.age rnay be ne1·r to the you11.g people 

and valv.able in . , . 
gula.J..ng 

Then, too, these books could be suggested by the teacher for 

leisure tir:le reading. Hic::hnockets c·rov.ld be recozno·,,encl.ed as a good base-

ball stor~,r; Goii1g £12 Sixtoel-"1 c_s a dog stor~y-; Treastlre Ba~rou. as an oil 

digE::ing story; and the Island Stallion as a ho1·se story. Presented in 

tl-,is 1·1ay inte1·est Houlcl be aroused and ,the books probco.bly be read and 

the lessons assimilated. 

It is a good idea to -'-' vnose books vrhich cannot be fitted 

into the teaching plan standing Ol1 a book shelf i1: a conspicuous place 

in the room. :Heaps ::~a2rs of s1 .. ~cl1 an arra:nger.ilent: 

Pupils vrill often select and ::.~ead a book simply bece.use it 
sta.t"'lds on the shel:' challenging recognition by its very ex­
istence, ':rho 1·:ould not reouest such ft book fr01:1 an individual 
librarian or teacher.l -

l. Heaps, op. cit., p. 25. 



2. By the Pars2:t. 

Parents are iE a fin.e position to open up the treasures of 

literatv.re for their child2·en. One \·ro:y to C!.o this is ah-rays to have at-

tractive books available in the home. They ':.rill be picked up and read 

-:,.rhen there is a leisure moment and the values mentioned in Chapter I 

viill be derived. 

l-To1·vell info:;."l-'-'-S us that child:i.·en fail to turn voluntc.rily to 

reading for information and recree,tion. 1 The parent may have to stim-

ulate the child 1 s interest at first. 

Another study sho1·md that 11 high school pupils prefer to do 

tl1eir leisure-time rec .. ding at l1orne Rnd in the eveninsr. 112 
u Here is 

opportunity for pare:rJ.ts to supply them 1-rith good reading material. 

It has also been lear110d t11at ma:.'"!.y 'teen-agers stop reading 

for pleasure in their readi:::lg. n) The latter is attributed to the fact 

that book pub lis hers have failed to recognize the real natv.re of the 

teen-age me.rket. 4 This is a group of books written ':ri th s:pecific age 

groups in mind and books Hhicl: should be erc.joyed by every yout'b..:ful 

reader. 

These books can help parents in explaining something to 

their cl1ild::·en or pl"esentiJ."lg tb.e!r.:. vrit1'l a :ne1.-r 
. , 
J...Qea. Fot all parents 

are able to eX'_press themselves fluently and can 1rum to fiction ';Triters 

for assistance. The books ce.n also be used to guide children. A 

1. Norvell, op. cit., p. 3· 
2. Heaps, op. cit., p. 52. 
,3. Bool:: !~erclJandisi11g: Mctrtha H·uddleston, Tb.e Teen-Age Problem, 

P• 29. 
4. Huddleston, op. cit., p. 29. 
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·.'lise parent in the book, Broken Threads, asked her daughter to read 

her grandrJJ.other 1 s diary so that the daug'b.:ter ';roulcl not make the same 

mistake the grandmother did. 

Naturally, parents as "~;Tell as teachers can use books to change 

atti t1...1des. Bec2.use the parent knov1s the child so i·rell, he 'dill be better 

able to select the right books to be rec.d.. 

D. PJ:8.cticality of the Outlined Progra:;1 

l. Avail2.bility of the Fiction Books. 

Becc.use of the strong religious focus of some of the books, 

they are not apt to be fouilcl in the public library unless the COE1nunity 

has a strong religious 
1 

e::np 118. sis • Tl1e books v!b.icl1 are more ge11eral in 

theme are to be found in the public libra.ry. 2 

Co:nmunities tend to look to the public library for their re-

sources. Since the religious books caY' ... not be found there, they rlill 

not come to the attention of young people Llr1less they are found in a 

church library, are recommended by a Christiaxc. educator or friend, or 

are noticed in a religious book store Ol" catalogue. These books are 

reason.able in price and could be purcho.sed by a church. 

Going Steady vias a hard book to got from the library. Every 

tL2e the 1-n·iter looked for it on the libnu-y s'helves, it c-Ja.s out. It 

is a very popular book a.nd circulates ro.pidly. 

2. Popularity. 

It is i~porta.nt to kT.m·r ···rhether these bool:s viill be appealing 

1. After the He.rvest, Bro!{en Threads, The Bishop 1 s Daughter, Light 
Across the Pre.iTie, Mastering I~arcus and Tv.mblei·Teed Boy. 

2. Assorted Sisters, Going on Sirleen, Going Steady, Highpockets, 
Island Stallion and Treasure Bayou. 



to youth and -.-:ill mset their needs. If the~r do not appeal or meet the 

adolescer,t 1 s needs, the progran a.s outlined ·Hill fail. l~orvell makes 

this statement regarding bool: selection: 

Experienced teachers are a·,-rare of a ':ride gap betvleen 
the readiilg in.terests of boys and t;ii·ls. Tr1e ds.te of tl1is 
study indicates that sex is so dominant and ever-present a 
force in detennining you~~ people's reading choices that it 
must be carefully col"lsid.ered i:r;. plam1.ing any re'ading programs 
for the schools .1 

The selected fiction books 1·rere chosen '."lith this i:::. mincl. 

Six books have in mind boys as readers and six books have in mind 

girls as readers. The foll01·ring are lists 0 -"' .L special reading factors 

for both se:{e s: 

Favorable factors for boys 

ad venture (outdoor, vmr, 
scouting) 

outdoor games 
school life 
myster:J 
obvious hvmor 
animals 
patriotism 
n1a.le ratl1er tl12.11. female 

characters 

Favorable factors for girls 

adventure >dthout grimness 
humor 
ani12als 

J_ • -L • 
pa~.orJ..OuJ..sm 

love 
other sentime11.ts 
home and family life 
male and female characters2 

Norvell goes on to list the tmf'avol·able factors for boys and girls: 

1. 
2. 
:;,: 
../• 

Unfavorable factors for boys Unfavore.ble factors for girls 

love 
other sentim.ents 
home and fa~ily life 
didacticisrn 
religion 
:reflective or philosophical, 

extended descrintion 
11 nature 11 (flouers, ~trees, birds, 

bees) 
form. or tec::mique as a dominant 

factor 
feme.le characters 

Norvell, op:. cit., D. 47. 
Ibid., P• 6. 
Ibid., P• 6. 

grL"'ll adventure (including ':rar) 
extended description 
didacticism 
for.:n or technique as a 

dominant factor 
11nature 11 (flm·rers,trees, 

birds, beeds).3 
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Girls are easier to please tl-can boys. They '::ill tol<3rate unpleasa-nt 

f t '.1 1 ac ors more reaa2 y. 

The only place vJhere these books might fall dm·rn is in the 

listing of unfavorable factors for boys v1here love and religion are 

mentioned. Mastering Marcv.s and Li.2"ht Acl~oss the Prairie have both 

love and religion in thern. These s1.1b jects are treated in a convincing, 

pleasant "\'lay and should not be unfavorable to a boy 1·:ho ':Till read abol.J.t 

such things at all. Girls 1·rould probably like these books and others 

of the books selected for boys as they like adventure and animal 

stories. SeveTal of the books have a teEdency to be slightly didactic 

and may not a~Jpeal to some for this reason! 

On the v1hole, the books are all i'lell v;ri tten, vri th special 

age groups in mind, and interesting. Assorted Sisters tends at times 

to be a little overpowel"ing as each chapter is pr<3.ctically a story in 

itself. This book consists more of a series of incidents in 1'4ary 1 s 

life rather than a single plot. Broken ThTeads tends to enphasize prayer 

too much at t J:>...e end. The nsrr1es of the characters in £.1astering Harcus 

might turn some m.;ay from the book. Jim Bob, Arlm·rene and Dameron are 

not n~nes colNnonly used today and have rather a strange ring to the 

ear. The dialect of the Frenchnan, Polyte Chenier, in Treasure Bayou 

is fascinating. .A.:fter the Harvest vrill bring tears to the eyes of the 

reader and Going Steach idll attract many by its title. 

E. ilorthiness of the Prograrn 

Fiction books are one means of getting the Christian message 

1. After the Harvest, The Bishop 1 s Daughter, Broken Threads, Light 
Acres s the Pre_lr:!.e, and l'is_stering Marcus. 
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across to the pupil. Therefore they deserve a place in the educational 

program. Also they have the special aC.vantage of being enjoyable and 

therefore being read. 

F. Sumrnary 

In this chanter the contribution of each book to'f'!ard Christian 

grm·rth Has noted. It ivas fo"Cmd tl:e:.t these books present ideas from the 

Bible and compatible ivi th the Bible resarding boy-girl relationships. 

The personality problems of selfishness and shyness i·rere solved \vhen 

the Christian principle of thiDJdng of others first ':12-S follm·red. Re-

garcling occt..:pational choices, the choice should. be directed by God in 

o.rder to be correct for the individual. The eleinent of adventure 

lifted the reader out of everyday affairs thus stimulating the linagina-

tion. Brotherhood vras stressed as the main ansuer to the racial dis-

crimination problem. A sample of the Christie.n doctrine >·rs.s presented 

as uere the aspects of Christian grovrth. 

Next, the use whie:h can be made of these books in the Chris-

tian education prograru '.-;as discussed, first from the teacher 1 s vimvpoint 

and then. from the parent 1 s vieiipoint. Tho teacher can change attitudes 

of the pupils through the reading of these books. She can spread 

Chr.istiani ty tl~rough their uGe and ther.., too, t::~ey can be used in such 

teaching methods as story telling, the project and ;l' • u.:LSCUSSJ.On. Lastly, 

the books are good for leisure time activities. Parents, too, can make 

use of the books in guiding their children. 

The practicality of the program is the :next issue. The ques-

tions, Are the books accessible to youth? e.:nd i1ill they read them? ivere 

ans>·rered. The conclusion i·ras that using fiction books to help adoles-

cents grov! tov•1ard C!-J.:cistlikeness is Horthrhile. 



CEAPTER IV 

SUMMARY P.J1ID CONCLUSION 



SUMMARY .AND CONCLUSION 

A. General S'Ul!lr!lary 

The problem of this thesis was to investigate fiction books 

for youth as to their value, place a.'Yld use in the program of Christian·_ 

education. 

In undertaking such a study it viaS first necessary to discover 

'vhether there vias value to be derived from fiction reading. It vlas 

found that there are values to be derived from such reading. These 

values, as pointed out in the first chapter, are inspiration, guidance, 

development, education and fascination. A study of the adolescent vras 

undertaken in order to learn more about him and his needs ru1.d to see 

vrhere and hm·r he should be guided~ 

The second chapter '\'las a reviei't of the selected fiction i'lhich 

vms chosen to represent a cross-section of the types of fiction uhich 

adolescents prefer. The age of the adolescent considered was t1·1elve 

through eighteen. Ti·Telve books for these ages ·Here selected - six 

specifically ui th boys in mind and six vri th girls in mind - covering 

the areas of boy-girl relationslups, personality problems, occupational 

choices, adventure, racial discrimination, Gbxistian doctrine fuid 

Christian groi'lth~ 

The general contribution of these selected fiction books to the 

adolescent 1 s grOi·Tth and development i'l'as the problem of the first part of 

the third chapter. Experiences concerned '\'lith boy-girl relationslups 

have the predominance. In the area of marriage they dealt vtith a 
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Christian marrying only another Christian, marriage being regarded as 

sacred, couples who think they are in love semetimes deciding differently 

during the engagement period, the ups and dovms in all marriages, the 

idea of petting before the marriage or amo~~ boys ~~d girls and the fact 

that during part of the gro1'ring-up period some adolescent girls "Vlant 

nothing to do vrith boys. Regarding personality problems, those found 

most often are selfishness and shyness \vhich can be corrected by for­

getting one's self and concentrating on a "Vtorthi'thile project. Occupa­

tional choice should be made with God 1 s guid~~ce, whether it leads to 

the ministr.r, farm 1wrk, school teaching, business or housei'life. Where­

ever it is, all should v1o'rk for the common good. l,foney should never be 

the main reason for v10rlcing, yet it is important. Regarding adventure, 

its main contribution is to lift the reader out of the everyday >·rorld. 

Racial discriraination can be overcome by brotherhood. Christian doc­

trine had mostly to do vdth the He:y of salvation and Christian groivth 

included Bible reading, prayer and ivitnessing. 

Next, the chapter considered hoi't the books can be used 11ith 

adolescents. Christian educators can use them to change attitudes, to 

stimulate discussion, to introduce a social service projec~ or in 

story telling. Parents can turn to fiction books as supplements to 

their teaching. 

The use of fiction ivas f9und to be practical as the books 

met the}meeds of youth and represent types i·Thich they vlill read. 

Fiction has real value, therefore, and deserves a place in Christian 

education 
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B. Conclusions 

The selected fiction represents books advertised in the 

catalogues of religious publishing houses and catalogues of denomina­

tional presses. There 1·1as a marked difference in the nature of' the 

books from each source. Those from the religious publishing houses 

Eerillnans and Zondervan - dealt prlinarily with Christiru1ity in the lives 

of the characters; while the books from the denominational catalogues -

~lestminster, .American Baptist, Methodist, Broadman, Abington-Cokesbury 

and Pilgrim Press - dealt Hith the problems of' living, sometimes in 

relation to the teachings of Christianity but more often not. Therefore, 

the books from the former publishing houses could be used to teach 

Christian doctrine and grm-rth i'lhile those books representing the latter 

publishing houses l'Tould be used for character development. This is not 

to say there '.-las no character development and grovrth shmm in the books 

from the religious publishing houses. 

The values derived from reading fiction \'lere discovered to be 

sufficient to ':Tarrant the inclusion of fiction books in the program of' 

Christian education. 
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