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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF REPRESENTATIVE AMILLENNIALISH
AND HON-DISPENSATTONAL PREMITLENHTIATISH

TNTRODUCTION

A, Subject Defined

1. Amillennialism

Amillennialism is the school of eschatological interpretation
which denies that there will be before the final consummation a millen-
nium of one thousand years duration. Those who hold to this view are
assured that Christ shall return, at which time there will be a resur-
rection of both the just and the unjust. The universal judgment which
follows Christ's coming will be followed by the new heaven and the new
earth wherein eternal righteousness shall dwell.t The nomenclature of
this point of view is based uvon a spiritual, as opposed to a literal,
interpretation of Zevelation 20. Amillennialists hold that the millen-
nium of Revelation 20 refers either to the church age or to the final

state.

2. Non-Dispensational Premillennialism

A13 premillennialists take the millennium of Revelation 20
to be a literal period of time during which Christ shall reign upon
the earth subsequent to the second advent and its accompanying first
resurrection. Following this reign will be a second resurrection of
the wicked and a final judgment which shall usher in the eternal state.

The premillennialism designated as non-dispensational in the title of

1. George L. Murrey, lfillennial Studies, pp. 87-88.

~3ie



this study is to be distinguished from the dispensational premillen-—
nial view as popularized largely in the Scofield Reference Bible by
its emphasis upon the dispensations in the divine plan of history and
theories of the future fulfillment of the seventieth week of Daniel 9.
Non-dispensational premillennialism might be called “historic premil-
lennialism" since it vepresents a development of the historic premil-
lennial view held by the Church through the centuries prior to the
rise of dispensationalism in the second guarter of the nineteenth
century. Though historic premillennialists differ in details, they

adhere to the basic definition of premillennialism given above.

B. OSubject Delimited

It is not the purpose of this study to explore the whole
field of eschatology as it is found in the eschatological systems
which are to be examined. The field of individual eschatology which
includes physical death, the immortality of the soul, and the inter-
mediate state cannot be discussed here. It is the area of general es-
chatology with which this thesis will concern itself, and even here
there must be selectivity. The millennial aspect is seen to be basic
in the very nomenclature of the systems under consideration. This
study will be concerned with a comparison of the two representative
systems with special reference to their effect upon the credibility
of belief in a literal earthly millennium.

An inherent limitation to the scope of the whole field cov-—
ered in this study lies in the fact that the views to be considered
are those of specific men. o attempt will be made to synthesize
thelr interprevations with those of others holding to the same gener-—

al system. Therefore, the significance of the word "representative!

~iii~



in the title of this study must be given due consideration vwhen an

attempt is made to evaluate its contribubion.

C. OSubject Justified

The world~shaking events of the first half of the twentieth
century have caused both ministers and laymen to become actively con-
scious of the importance of eschatology. Yeb it is in this field of
systematic theology that there exists a great deal of confusion and
tension even between groups of Christians who are warmly evangelical
and orthodox. The dispensational premillennialists have tended to
identify their particular brand of eschatological interpretation with
orthodoxy.

Roland R. Westervelt, a graduate of the Biblical Seminary in
Hew York, in his degree thesisl has examined dispensationaliism in the
light of Henry Alfordts CGreek Tesbament commentary. Alford is a lead-
ing historic premillennialist, and Vestervelt demonstrates the sanity
of Alford's eschatological view as against the unreliable interpreta-
tion of dispensationalism.2 Due to the fact that dispensationalism
dominates the present-day premillennial field, amillennial writers,
who defend their position, do so largely by contrasting their interpre-
tations with the dispensationalism which is so prevalent today. Thus,
there is need for a review of the relationship between amillenniel and
historic premillennial interpretation.

Justification for this study is found in that: 1) There has
been a revival of interest in eschatology in recent years, 2) One pre-

. - ¢« » .

1. Roland R. Ylestervelt, Representative lodern Dispensationalisnm stud-
© ied in the Light of the Hew Testament Commentary of Henry Alford,
jo)

e 9')'1"'

2. Thid.,
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p
paring for the ministry will need to clarify his owm convictilons on

the subject to enable him to help others, 3) A comparison of historic
premillennialism and emillennialism has been neglected by present-day

interpreters of Scripture and doctrine.
D. Iethod of Procedure

The method of procedure will be to study the major eschato-
logical passages of Scripture in the order in which they appear. In
the first chapber there will be considered an amillennial approach to,
and interpretation of the passages. In order to make nossible a com-
-parison, the second chapter will be an examination of the interprete-
tions of much the same passages from a representative non-dispensation-—-
al premillennialist point of view. An attempt will be made at the end
of each chapter to synthesize the eschatological systems studied there-
in to bring before the reader their basic elements. This will be fa-
cilitated in part by recording them in chart form. The third chapter
will concern itself with a critical evaluation of the two eschatologi-
cal viewpoints discussed in the preceding chapters. It is hoped that
these evaluations will make possibie the statement of basic considera-
tions necessary for a sound interpretation of the millennial problem

and the second coming of Christ.

E. Sources

The sources used in this study will be for the most part
primary ones. John Calvin is recognized to be one of the fathers of

Reformation theology, and amillennialists point back vith pride to the

-



fact that Calvin was of their number.l His interpretation of Scrip-
ture is recognized to have had a profound influence over those that
followed him. Therefore, the commentaries of John Calvin will be used
as the source material for the first chapter.

Louis Berkhof lists among the representatives of the non-
dlsnensauvonﬁl nremillennial Viewﬁoiﬂt among ovhers,F. Godet, John
Lange, and Henry Alford .2 These men, together with E. 3. Pusey
and Carl Nagelsbach, will be used as representatives of the historic
premillennial view presented in the second chapter.

The material for the final chapter will consist largely of

the findings of the first itvo chapters, since it will be an evaluation

of the positions presented.

¥urray, op. cit., p. 199.
Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, n. 709.
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CHAPTER I
THE AMILLENNIAL VIEJPOINT OF JOHN CALVIN

A. Introduction

The commentaries of John Calvin will furnish The primary
source material for this chapter. The procedure will be to go through
these commentaries recording Calwvin's interpretation of major apoca-
lyptic passages in both the 01ld and New Testaments. Because of limi-~
tations of time and space it will be necessary to be selective in the
passages which are examined. The f'rét section of the chaplter will
concern itself with some major apocalyptic passages found in the 01d
Testament. Then will follow a section dealing with the apocalyptic
vassages in the gospels. A closing section of this chapter will de-
vote itself largely to the passages of the same nature found in the
epistles of Paul. Reference will also be made to passages in other
epistles.and in the book of Revelation. OCalvin did not write a com—
mentary on Revelation and his references to it in his major works are
rare. The chapter will close with an attempted synthesis of theves—

chatological viewpoint of John Calvin.,
B. Interpretation of the 0ld Testament Prophets

1. General Approach to the Prophets

Calvin says that the basic duty of the prophet of Israel was
to interpret faithfully the law, sanctioning its authority. The pro-
phet did not meke any additions to the law. The visions which the
prophets had were peculiarly their own and predicited future events.

Their purpose was an immediate one of applying the promises and threat-

-0



enings of God to the use of the people and to declare to them more
fully the will of God. An example of this is seen in Levibticus 26:36
where Moses warns the nation of disaster for disobedience. The proph-
ebs furvher explicated this same passage as they foretold the Assyrian
invasion and capbivity for Israel. Our duty, Calvin says, is to apply
the advices, reproofs and consolations which the prophets spoke for |

their time to our own day.l

2. The Use of Isaiah
a. Isaiah 2:2-5

This passage proclaims the day when the mountain of the
Lordfs house shall be established on the top of the mountains and all
nations shall flow to it for worship. Calvin applies this prophecy to
the gospel age. Isaiah here is speaking of the Kingdom of Christ.
Though it is true that the fulness of days mentioned in this passage
began at the coming of Christ it must be observed that it shall flow
on in uninbterrupted progress until Christ shall appear at the second
time for our salvation. Calvin sees a partial fulfillment of this
prophecy in Ephesians 2:19 where those who were formerly strangers and
foreigners agree with Israel on religion. God gathers a Church from
all nations who have with one consent embraced the covenant of eternal
redemption. The outgoing of the law from Zion‘was fulfilled when the
preaching of the Gospel began from Jerusalem. God began to reign over
the whole world after the coming of Christ whb was CGod manifest in the

flesh. However, the fulfillment of this prophecy must not be looked

1. John Calvin,; Commentary on the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, Vol. I,
Pp. XXIX~XXH.



for in its fullest sense as taking place here on earth. Here one ex-
periencesgonly the beginning as the Kingdom éf Christ leads men, through
kindness, to become reconciled to one another.l

b. Isaiah 11:10-16

This passage is one of & number in Isaiah which foretells

the day when there shall be a great restoration of the remnant of God's
people. According to Calvin this passage has a primary reference to
the deliverance which took place under Zerubbabel as related in Ezra
2:2. However, the prophet looks far beyond this event because at that
time the Israelites were not brought back from Egypt, Ethiopia, and the
other countries listed. This prophecy then must be viewed as referring
to the XKingdom of Chris®t under whom this promised deliverance was ob-
tained through the preaching of the gospel. The Church knows, then,
that God is always able to restore her to her ancient glory as he did
in the days of the deliverance from Egypt and Babylon.2 Calvin says
further that it may be argued that the peace referred to in verse 13
has not yet come but that the world has, even after the preaching of
the gospel, suffered wars, commo%ions, and dreadful persecutions. It
is true,too, that the Church has had little peace inwardly. This
objection is answered in the fact that Isaiah includes the whole of
Christ's kingdom and not just a single age or century. A time is
coming when these promises shall be fully realiged, for in this world

3

one tastes but the beginning of Christ's kingdom.

1. Ibid., pp. 91-102.

2. Ibid., p. 390.
3. Ibid., ». 392.



c. Isaiah h9:lly; 51:2-3; 52:1-4

.These passages conbtain messages of comfort and restoration
- for Zion, who is languishing in captivity. Calvin's comments on these
paésages indicate how fully he identifies Zion with the Clhurch. He
makes no distinction between the 01d and New Testaments but uses the
terp Church to apply to the people of God in both dispensations. Re-
gafding L49:1ly he says:

Let each of us therefore beware of indulging or flattering our-

selves in this matter; for the Lord contends with the whole

Church, for uttering speeches of this kind which proceed from

the fountain of distrusu.
In commenting on 51:2-3, Calvin points out that God, as He did in the
past, vwill always people His Church by unknown and wonderful methods.
Paul applies the same doctrine to each Christian when speaking of the
faith of Abraham in Romans L:18-21. Zion or the Church is laid waste
and desolate due to man's sins. God will completely change this situ-
ation by His power and man as a member of the Church is exhorted to
gratitude and thanksgiving to bod ﬁhen he has had experience of His
goodness.2 In his interpretation of 52:1-li, though Calvin sees an
application exhorting the whole Church in all ages to rejoice in a re-
conciliation to God, he is careful ‘o point out that the basic reference
is to the deliverance out of Babylon.3

d. Isaiah 61:3-11

In this passage which promises a restoration of the Jewish
nation, Calvin notes a threefold application of its message. There is
" e e e s s

1. John Calviny Commentary on the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, Vol. IV,
p. 30. '

2. Ibid., »p. 68-69.

3. Ibid., p. 96.



the primary application in which the prophecy of the passage is ful-
filled by the restoration from Babylon. But the restoration of the
Church came to the fullest extent in the coming of Christ in which He

consecrated all believers to the priestly office. Yet, Galvin says.

that the passage awaits a final fulfillment at Christ's last coming.
Regarding verse 11, where the prophet promises that the Lord will
cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all nations, Cal-
vin writes, "He again shews that the boundaries of the Church shall no
longer be as narrow as they formerly were, for the Lord will cause her
to £i11 the whole world, ™

e. Isaiah 65:17; 66:22

In both of these passages Isaiah foretells the establishment

of a new heaven and a neW'eart{. In interpreting the first passage,
Calvin applies it first to the restoration of the Church as applied to
the restoration from the Babylonian captivity. Secondly, he says it
applies to the restoration of the Church as manifested in the coming
of Christ. Yel the final fulfillment will not be until it is accom-
plished in the last resurrection. "ihe prophet has in mind the whole
reign of Christ down to its final close," says Calvin, "which is also
called the day of renovation and restoration.”2 In commenting on the
second passage, Calvin makes it plain bhat the inspired writer does
refer to a literal restoration of the earth in his primary meaning.
Calvin says:

Here he promises
such a nature tha

i ¢b

Thid., ». 317.
Thid., ». 399.
Ihid., 0. b37.
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In a word, he explains what he had formerly said about renew-
ing the world, that none maey think that this relates to trees, or
beasts, or the order of the stars: for it must be referred to the
invard renewal of man. The ancients were mistaken when they thought
that these things related absolutely to the last judgment; and they
had not sufficiently weighed the context of the FProphet or the
authority of the Apostle. Yebt I do not deny that they extend as
far as to that judgment, because we must not hope for a perfect re-
storation before Christ, who is the life of the world, shall appear;
but we must begin hirher, even with that deliverance by, which Christ
regenerates his people, that they may be new creatures.

3. The Use of Ezekiel
Calvin's commenbary upon Ezekiel covers only the first twenty
chapters of that book, and these chapters have little apocalypiic mat-

ter in them. In his Institutes of the Christian Heligion, he does com-

ment on two passages of apocalyptic importance which will be considered.
a. Ezekiel 37:1-1l

This passage reports the vision of the resurrection of the
valley of dry bones. Galvin says that this vision was given to the
vrophet to prove to Israel that there was a certainty of their restora-
tion from the Babylonian captivity. The Israelites saw how their dis-—
persion resembled death. They could only believe that the prophecy of
Ezekiel was a mere fable, and they considered their restoration as like-
1y as that putrid carcasses should be restored to life. Thus the pas-—
sage foretells no future restoration of Israel at the close of the
gospel age, but is to be interpreted in the light of the historical
situation that faced the prophet. Nor is the passage prophetic of any
literal resurrection either future or past, though its inspired imagery

gives proof of a time of resurrection.

1. Ibid., pp. L37-L38.
2. John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, Vol. II, p. 205.



b. Ezekiel 18:21-22
Thiswpassage deals with Lthe division of the land of Canaan,
which is to be accomplished in the restoration. The larger contéxt of
this passage includes chapters 1i0-l8 in which is given a detailed vis-
ion of the restored temple, the land, and its elaborate worship.. Cal-
vin's interpretation of this specific portion in chapter L8 can well be
applied in princivle to the whole context. Regarding the verses under
consideration, Calvin says:
We read in Ezekiel of a very ample portion of land being assigned
to the kings, in which passage, though the prophet is describing
the spiritual kingdom of Christ, yet_he borrows the model of it
from the legitimate kingdoms of men.
L. The Use of Daniel
Daniel stands foremost among the apocalyptic books of the 0ld
Testament. Attention will be centered on the visions of chapter 7, 8,
9, and 12. The vision of the king's dream of the great image found in
chapter 2 will not be treated, since it largely parallels that of the
four beasts of chapter 7. Calvin interprets the kingdom of 2:Ll as
being fulfilled in the coming of Christ and the establishment of His
Church whereby He rules the world.
a. Daniel 7
Calvin shows that the lion represents the Chaldean empire,
the bear the ledo ~Persian empire, the leopard the Macedonian empire,
and the fourth beast the Homan empire. Regarding the ten horns of the
fourth beast he says, "I follow a simple and genuine opinion, namely,

the prophet means this Empire to belong to more persons than one.!

1. Ibid., p. 6L7.
2. John Calvin, Commentaries on the Book of the Prophet Daniel, Vol.

IT, ». 2k4.
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The number bten signifies many and refers to the various proconsuls or
praetors who ruled like kings in the empire. Calvin rejects the idea
~of assigning an interpretation to the little horn which comes up among
the ten horns that would indicate itsvfulfillment in an age later than
about bthe first Christian century. He states that the little horn can

be neither the pope nor the Turkish empire. It is wrong to think as
some do that the Holy Spirit wishes to show in this vision the perpet-
val state of the church to the end of the world. Rather, the vision
was given so that all God's peovle might realize what severe trials
would befall them before the first advent of Christ. GCalvin says:

Daniel then does not proceed beyond the promised redemption, and

does not embrace, as I have said, the whole kingdom of Christ, bub

is content to bring the faithful to that exhibition of grace which

they hoped and longed for.t
The 1ittle horn is fulfilled in Julius Ceasar and his successors such
as Avgustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, Nero, and others. Thus,
the litile horn, making ver upon the saints, represents the Roman per-
secution of Christians. The coming of the Ancient of Days in 7:22 is
a Tigurative vay of stating that CGod would preservé his Clurch through
the period of early persecu’cion.2

b. Daniel 7:9-1l

Calvin says that though God here avpears in the character of

a judge, there is no reference to the second advent of Christ. Here

ternal Deity ascends the throne of Jjudgment. This applies to the

&

first coming of Christ, for in it God displayed His supreme power.
However, the first coming of Christ is not limited to his thirty-three

years of life in the world but includes His ascension and the preaching

1. Ibid., p. 27.
2. Ibid-, po 570
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of the gospel which ushered in the kingdom. The fact that the books
were opened refers to the preaching of the gospel and its effect in
revealing the whole truth of God.t

The sequel to this vision in which the Son of man comes to
the Ancient of Days is referred by Calvin vo the ascension of Christ
and His consequent rule through His Church. The reference here again
is not to the final consummation. The eternity of Christ's dominion
signifies the endurance of His Church to the end of the world when
God's people shall be gathered together to a happy life and an eternal
inheritance.?

c. Daniel §

Calvin takes the ram to represent the lledo-Persian empire and
the goat as representing the Hacedonian empire of Alexander. The nota-~
ble horn between the eyes of the he goat is Alexander. The four nota-
ble horns rising after the death of Alexander represent the division of
his kingdom. The little horn which comes from one of the notable horns
is fulfilled in Antiochus Epiphanes and is to be distinguished from the
1little horn of chapter 7. The 2,300 days refers to the historical
period of time in the days of the lacabees during which Antiochus op-
pressed Israel.’ Calvin is careful to pginﬁ out that the Antichrist
of chapter 11 doegogefer to Antiochus Epiphanes but to the Roman powers
up to the time of Christ. "Hence He predicts by His angels the suffer-

ings to be endured by the Church until Christ was manifested in the

:E'lesh."LL

1. Ibid., p=. 31-38.
2. Ibid., p. L6,
3. Ibid., p. 109.
L. Tbid., p. 3Lb6.



d. Daniel 9
In order to clarify this passage in the mind of the reader,
it will be best to quote the crucial section of the vision:

2li. Seventy veeks are determined upon thy people and uvon they holy
city . . . . 25. Know therefore and understand, that from the go-
ing forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem un-
to the HMessiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and
two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in
troublous times. 26. And after threescore and two weeks shall
ilessiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the
prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary;
and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the
vwar desolations are determined. 27. And he shall confirm the cove-
nant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the over-
spreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate .t

Calvin says the seven weeks and the sixty-two weeks mentioned in verse

25 include the vears from the edict of Cyrus to restore and rebuild

4

o

Jerusalem until the baptism of Christ when the gospel began to be
promilgated. The death of Christ is then referred to in the Lirst part
of verse 26. Then, in the rest of %erse 26 follows the assurance that
the nation shall be judged for killing liessiah. This was fulfilled in
the coming of Titus and the Roman army to destroy Jerusalem in about
70 A.D. A complete overthrow of the Jewlsh city and national polity
with a withdrawal of God's favor is indicated by bthe closing phrases of
verse 26.2

Calvin says that verse 27 returns to speaking about kiessiah.
Christ assumed for Himself the kingly office and the character of a
leader when He published the grace of God. In confirming the covenant,
Christ showed the greater excellency of His work over the 01d Testament

legal and ceremonial laws. The fact that He should make the sacrifices

1. Daniel 9:21~27. B
2. John Calvin, Commentaries on the Book of the Prophet Daniel, .

Vol. II, pp. 195-223.
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cease in the midst of the week refers to the resurrection of Christ
after which He put an end to sacrifice and all the rites of the law.
A further statement describing the total destruction of Judaism and

£

Jerusalem as a national punishment for rejecting the liessiah is seen

N
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by Calvin in the last phrases of verse s seen here that Cal-
vin does not follow out the chronology of the seventy weeks of years
literally in his interpretation of the passage. Verse 27 is then not
necessarily subsequent in time to the first part of verse 26 since it

is clear that lessiah confirms the covenant before He is cut off.

Daniel 12:1-2

i,

Calvin says that the angel in verse 1 is no longer relating
fiture occurrences in a special way, bub rather he proclaims that God
is the guardian of His Church, prescrving it wonderfully amidst meny
difficulties and profound disasters of darkmess and death. This stand-
ing up of Michael is to be taken as applying to the whole Church period,
both in the Old Testament and in the present Church age. But in verse
2, the prophet very suddenly refers to the final resurrection and the
second coming of Christ.? Tt is evident that Calvin sees the end of
the Church age as culminating in one resurrectbion of righteous and
wicked, which ushers in the glories of eterni*y and the damnation of

the lost.

fo Daniel 12:11-12
Calvin refers this prophecy to the final destruction of
Jerusalem mentioned in 9:26. The period which shall follow that

destruction mentioned in these verses is symbolic of a long period of

Tbid., p. 22h.
Ibid., p. 357.

N =
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time and is not to be literally interpreted. This corresponds to the
time designation of a time, times, and a half time. The time and
times are to show length, and the half time is to indicate limit for

b

the encouragement of the saints in that time of distress. This is con~
nected by Calvin with the shortening>of the days mentioned in Matthew
21:22. Verse 12, which adds L5 days to the time period stated in

verse ll,impliss: "God will not put off the deliverance of His Church
veyond six months, and yet ye must be strong and of good courage and

persevere in your watchfulness .t

5. The Use of Joel
a. Joel 2:29-3:2

This passage predicts the pouring out of God's Spirit on all
flesh, the avpearing of great cosmical disturbances, the regathering
of Israel to Jerusalem, and the assembly of all nations in the Valley
of Jehoshaphat. Calvin identifies the pouring of the Spirit with the
founding of the Hew Testament Church. The cosmical disturbances refer
not to the coming of Christ, but to the judgments of God which are con-
"tinually poured out on men throughout this age. The vrophecy of the
regathering of Israel has a primary reference to the deliverance from
Babylon, but its fulfillment lies finally in the redemption given the
Chmrch in Christ. The gathering of all nations in the Valley of
Jdehoshaphat is a figurative way of stating that God will always pro-

tect His Church.2

1. Ibid.-’ ::)‘D. 389"‘390.
2. John Calvin, Cowmentaries on the Twelve Minor Prophets, Vol. II,
pp. 91-116.
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be. Joel 3:7

In commenting on this passage Calvin asks what 1s meant by
a collection of Israel, since it is evident that such an ingathering
has never truly occurred. He concludes that the prophet refers to
a spiritual gathering. The Church of God has ‘been joined together
by the band of faith since the appearance of Christ, and it is prim-
arily of this that the ingathering consisis. HNot only are the Jews
gathered in one, but the Gentiles also have been collected into one

body. Thus, what the prophet says has been spiritually falfilled.t

6. The Use of Amos 9:11-15
The prophet Amos catalogues the sins of Israel and foretells
the destruction of the nation with the accompanying dispersion. How-
ever, he ends his prophecy with a promise of a restoration of the
Davidic kingdom to its former glory. Calvin says that this prophecy
is doubtless. fulfilled in the advent of Christ, and the restoration
of the kingdom is the reconciliation of the Church to God through
Christ. DBut that this kingdom awaits a final fulfillment is seen by
Calvin when he declares:
This then is the right view of the subject: for Christ at length
appeared, on whose head rests the true diadem or crown, and who
has been elected by God . . . and now sits at the Father's right
hand, and his throne shall not fail to the end of the world; nay,
the world shall be renovated, and Christ's lkingdom shall continue,
though in another form after the resurrection . . . and yet Christ
shall be really king forever.
Calvin is aware that there may be objection to his interpreting the

passage allegorically instead of literally. % he says that it is

the method of Scripture to set the blessed spiritual state before our

l. Ibidl_’ po 12).!_0
2. Ibid., p. ho6.



eyes in terms of the conveniences of the present life and earthly

blessings. The prophets accommodated their style to the capacities

of a weak and rude people to whombthey spoke.l

7. The Use of Zechariah 1l

Calvin recognizes that there are different interpretvations
of this chapter. He refuses to assign its interpretation to any one
specific event such as the time of Antichrist, the last day, or the
destruction of the city which happened in the reign of Vespasian.

What is meant here in the prediction of destruction is that there were

to be a conbinued series of evilg from the beginning of the rebuilding

of the ciby and the temple until the coming of Christ. The prophecy
in verse 2, that all nations shall be gathered against Jerusalem, is
said by Calvin to predict generally the oppositvion which faced the
Jewlsh church in the coming years and centuries. The promise that the
Lord shall go forth and fight against those nations is one of assurance
to the Church until the end of the world, that God shall sustain the
righteous under all trials. Hothing literal is meant in verse L where
it is said that the Lord's feet shall stand in that day upon the Hount
of Olives. Calvin says that the point is that CGod's deliverance in the
behalf of His Church is here shown to be so remarkable as though God
were manifested in physical form and directed the battle.? Calvin's
refusal to circumscribe the interpretation of this chapter by limiting
it to a given time in God's plan ié seen when he declares:

Some have wrested the passaze and applied it to the last coming

of Christ, but this is inconsistent with the subject in hand. Ab

the same time I 2llow that the kingdom of Christ, according to the

prophetic mode of writing, is here described from commencement to

its end .+ « . o Thenever then the Prophets speak of perfection un-
der the reign of Christ, we ought not to confine what they say to one

1. TIbid., p. 113 o
2. John Calvin, Commentaries on the Twelve iinor Prophets, Vol. V,
pp. L06-411
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day or to a short time, but we ought to include the whole time from
beginning to the end. Hence when Christ appeared in the world, then
began to shine the splendor of which Zechariah now speaks: but the
Lord will go on unbil that shall be completed which now makes con-
tinual progress.

8. Conclusion

John Calvin in his interpretation of the 01d Testament apoca-
lyptic passages sees foretold there the following events: 1) Deliverance
of Israel from the Babylonian capbivity, 2) Rise and fall of world em—
pires prior to the establishment of the Kingdom of Christ, 3) Tribula-
tion for the Jews for three and one half wears under Antlochus Epiphanes,
i) First advent of Christ accompanied by His public ministry, death and
resurrection, 5) Spirituai gathering of Israel with the Gentiles to form
the Church, a complete body of Christ, 6) Destruction of Jerusalem at
70 ADe, 7) Continual evil and oppression exercized against the Church
until the second coming of Christ, 8) A simltaneous resurrection of the
righteous and the wicked dead at the second coming of Christ, 9) Culmin-
ation of the Redemption of the Church at the last day when it shall
reach its happy and eternal state.

C. Interpretation of the Apocalyptic Passages of the
Gospels and Acts
1. The Use of the Olivet Discoupse

The Olivet discourse which is found in Matthew 2L and 25,
Mark 13, and Luke 21 is the great apocalyptic passage of the gospels.
In his commentary on a harmony of the gospels, Calvin treats the three
gospels simultaneously, centering his attention on Matthew which is the

longest and no doubt the most complete version of the discourse. Though

1. Ibid., ». li5h=h55.
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Calvin does not synthesize his divisions of the discourse, he mekes it
clear that he regards chapter 2l1:1-28 as referring primarily to the
destruction of Jerusalem and the course of the gospel in this age,
while chapter 2L:29-51 refersmore directly to the second coming of
Christ. He treats chapter 25 according to its natural division by con-
tent. In this study, Calvin's éommentary on the discourse will be dis-

cussed using his groupings of the verses.

a. HMatthew 2l1:1-8

The question of the disciples was prompted by the superstition
of an earthly kingdom and a failure to realize that what they wished to
enjoy on earth should be enjoyed in heaven. Jesus! answer to them in
verses L-8 refers to the whole Christian era though it has special
reference to the time leading to the destruction of Jerusalem. The
warning against deception is meant to indicate that the Church shall
always be exposed to the evils of false teachers and prophets as well
as physical and socizal disturbances. The gospel is not a gate to a
Alife of ease. Verse 6, which mentions wars and rumors of wars, refers
especially to the commotions which rose up in Judea early in the Chris-
tian era, while verse seven indicates the negative response of the

nations to the gospel throughout the age.l

b. Hatthew 2L:9-1L
These verses predict a testing of faith which is to be the

portion of the saints throughout the Christian era unto the second
coning of Christ. The "end" spoken of in verse 1l has a partial ref-

erence to the coming destruction of Jerusalem. However, Calvin's

1. John Calvin, Commentary on the Harmony of the Evangelists, Vol. 111,
pp. 115-122.



conclusion is: "This is improperly restricted by some 46 the destruc-—
tion of the temple, and the abolition of the service of the law; for it
ought to be understood as referring to the end and the renovation of

the Worid.“l

c. Hatthew 24:15-28
These verses are said by Calvin to apply directly to the de=

struction of Jerusalem as foretold in Daniel 12:11-12. Regarding the
great tribulation of 2h:21, he savs that the greatest plague inflicted
on the Jews was bthe extinguishing of the light of heavenly doctrine
among them and their ubtter rejection by God, the severity of which they
realized in the chastisement accompanying the destruction of Jerusalem.
The coming of the Son of man in 24:27 does not refer to the second com-
ing of Christ, but is a figurative prediction of the spread of the gos-

pel throughout the world following the desolation of Judea.?

d. Matthew 201:29-31

Calvin applies the verses from chapter 2L:29 to the end of
the chapter more directly to the second coming of Christ. The redemp-
tion which the discipies sought will arrive in due vime after many
distressing events. Since the disciples were in danger of losing heart
because the prophetic predictions were not glorioﬁsly fulfilled at the
commencement of the Christian kingdom, Christ shows that the prophet's
predictions about the miraculous shaling of heaven and earth should not
be restricted to the commencement of redempiion because the prophets

embraced the whole course of it, till redemption should arrive at per-—

1. Ibid., p. 129.
2. Ibid., pp. 130-1il
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fection. The tribulation of verse 29 refers not to the destruction of
Jerusalem, but is 2 general recapitulation of the evils of which Christ
had previously spoken., Christ promises that there shall be an end to
distresses vhen the day arrives at which the majesty of the Church
shall be illustriously displayed. GCalvin does not atbempt to say how
the sun will be darkened in the closing day. The falling of the stars
is not to be taken literally for the main thing is that all the crea-
tion will act as a herald to summon men to a final tribunal of judg-
ment. In 251:30 Christ describes His personal coming for our salvation
in which He will appear openly at His last coming and being surrounded
by the heavenly power will turn the eves of the whole world upon Him-

self.l

e. Matthew 2l1:32-36
Calvin says that the parable of the fig tree does not mean

that there shall be an evident sign that Christ's coming is nigh, just
as we know the coming of leaves heralds summer. Christ by it means to
point out that though manifold tribulations soften the Church, its
strength and vigour is not impaired, just as the softening of the
branches in the spring does not indicate that the tree is about to die.
If the Church is weak and frail we ought not to conclude that it is

dying, but we ought rather to expect the immowidl glory for which it has
been prepared by the cross and afflictions. In stating that the gener-
ation shall not pass away till all these things be fulfilled, Calvin
says Christ meant that before a single generation was completed they
would learn by experience the truth of what He said. Christ meant to

. . . s .

l L] Ibid.o s ppo 1).!.}_1."'1)49 .
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impress upon His disciples that the prophecy which He gave did not re-
late to distant evils which should befall posterity after many centur-

ies but evils which were ready to become a reality in their generation.

f. Matthew 2h:37-51

In verses 0 and L1, Christ predicts that in different social
situations one shall be taken and the other left. Calvin takes these
in their natural meaning in harmony with his interpretation of the pre—
ceding verses; namely, that at the %ime of the second coming of Christ
couples will be divided. Calvin feels that the stress in the interpre-
tation must not be laid uvon the idea of being left. Rather, the warn-
ing is an encouragement for men not to wait in preparing to meet Christ
because of social relationships lest it be too late. Likewise, the
parable of the watchful servant warns that, though the last judgment
be long delayed, it hangs over us always and should keep us from a

state of spiritual sluggishness.2

g. Matthew 25:1-13
The main design of the parable of the virgins is to confirm
believers in perseverance, since it is human nature to grow weary
after a lapse of time. The time of the parable applies to the second
coming of Christ which, it is evident, Calvin sees as the final con-
summation when he says:
True, indeed, our Lord cries daily, that he vwill come quickly,
(Rev. xxii.20) but at that time, the whole frame of the world
will rescund with the cry, and his dreadful majesty will fill
heaven and earth in such a manner, as not only to awaken those

who areBasleep, but to bring the dead out of their graves, (John
v. 28) l'l

1. Tbid., pp. 150-151.
20 Ibidn’ pp- 155’—1611'.0
3. Ibid., p. 172.
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he Hatbhew 25:31-16
Calvin says that this scene is the final judgment at the
second coming of Christ at which time He establishes the eternal king-
dom. By the sheep he understands the believers, and by the goats, the
wicked. Thus, this is not a judgment of nations as such but of indi-
viduals. Christ uses the term "nations" to show to the disciples the
superior excellency of the kingdom which He came to establish when

. . . L 1
compared to their limited earthly Jewish conception.

2. The Use of Other Passages in the Gospels
VA few obther passages in the gospels deserve atbention.
These, taken from Mabtthew and John, will be presented in the order in

which they appear.

a. Matthew 10:23
Christ here tells his disciples they shall not have gone

through the cities of Judah till the Son of man be come. OCalvin says
that it is too far-fetched to refer this to the destruction of Jerusa-
lem. He sees it as indicating such a progress of the gospel that all
will lmow Christ as actually reigning and about to restore the Davidic
kingdom. By the power of His Spirit Christ will shed about His reign
such lustre that the disciples shall see the glory and majesty they had

formerly been unable to perceive.2

b. iatthew 16:27,28

Calvin bakes vers 27 as referring to Christ's finsl coming

. Tbid., ». 175-182.
John Calwvin, Comaentary on the Harmony of the Hvangelists, Vol. II,
pp. L58.
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~to judge the world. In verse 28 Jesus promises the disciples that
‘there are some standing there who will not taste death till they see
the Son of man coming in His kingdom.  In this coming of the kingdom,
Calvin understands a manifestation of heavenly glory which began at
Christ's resurrection and was made more full by the sending of the
Holy Spirit and the doing of miracles. In those things, He gave His
people a taste of the heavenly life and an assurance that He was

seated at the right hand of God, the Father.-

c. John 5:25-29

In verse 25, Jesus promises that the hour is coming when the
dead shall hear the volce of the Son of God,and those that hear shall
live. Calvin holds that verses 25-27 do not refer to a physical res-
urrection but to a rising from spiritual death. This is shown to be
so by the fact that the time is qualified by the phrase "and now is.!
Verses 28-29, however, refer to a physical resurrection of the right-
eous and wicked a£ the last day. OCalvin refers to this as the last
resurrection which includes the whele human race—--the elect and the
reproba’oe.2 It is evident that Calvin thinks here of the resurrection
in terms of one event including both the righteous and the wicked,
which event is not complicated by any intervening millennium between

their resurrections.

d. John 6:39-40
In these verses Jesus promises to raise believers at the last

day. Here, again, Calvin sees only one resurrection which shall occur

1. Ibid., p. 307.
2. John Calvin, Commentary on the Gospel According to Jolm, Vol. I,

pp. 205-209.
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at the end of the world when Christ returns as judge, following what

Calvin calls the "last resurrection.!d

e. John 1li:3

Calvin says that Christ!s stating He will come again must not
be interpreted as referring to the coming of the Holy Spirit, though it
is true that Christ does dwell in believers by the Spirit. Calvin

states:

. « . here he spealts of the last day of judgment, when he will, at

length come to assemble his followers. And, indeed, if we consider
the whole body of the Church, he every day prepares a place for us;
whence it follows, %hat the proper time for our entrance into heav-
en is not yet come.

3. The Use of Acts

The book of Acts contains a few passages of apocalyptical

importance. Three of them shall be used in this study.

a. Acts 1:11
Here we read that Jesus shall come in the same way the dis-
ciples saw Him go up into heaven. Calvin says that Christ went to‘stay
in the heavens until such a time as He should come to judge the world.
When He shall come again He will come as redeemer to take us with Him
to blessed immortaelity, bub it shall also be for the wicked a time of

dread, horror, and fearfulness when they shall see Him upon His tri-

bunal seat.3

be. Acts 3:21

This passage says that the heaven must receive Christ until

1. Ibid., p. 253.
2. John Calvin, Commentary on the Gospel According to John, Vol. IX,

p. 83.
3. John Calvin, Commentary upon the Acts of the Apostles, Vol. I, v. 51.
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the restitution of all things as promised by the prophets. Calvin
states that the kingdom of God is but begun and awaits perfection at
the last day. The restoration includes a restoration from the relics
of sin which hang upon us. Christ will appear when the warfare of the
Church is complete, the time of which we must not undertake to antici-
pate. No literal interpretation of the things promised in a kingdom
foretold by the prophets should be expected, for the prophets spoke

mainly of the coming of Christ.l

c. Acts 17:31
This passage states that God has appointed a day in which He
w11l judge the world in righteousness by Jesus Christ. Calvin interprets
this as a picture of the last judgment when all men shall be raised

either to life or to death.2

i« Conclusion

A summary of John Calvin's interpretation of the apocalyptic
péssages of the Gospels and Acts shows the following elements and events
to be foretold: 1) Thé spiritual resurrection of the saints at their re-
ception of Christ, 2) Manifestation of Christ's héavenly glory throughout
the earth by the Church, the expression of His Kingdom, 3) Destruction
of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. accompanied by great tribulation, 1) Continual
tribulation of the Church throughout the Christian era, 5) Immanence of
the return of Christ, 6) Personal universally-visible return of Christ
at the end of this age, 7) Simultaneous resurrection of the righteous
and the unrighteous at the return of Christ, 8) The final judgment of

L] . ¢ & .

1. Ibid., p. 153.
2. John Calvin, Commentary upon the Acts of the Anostles, Vol. II,
. 177.
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the righteous and the wicked at the second coming of Christ, 9) Renova-
tion of the earth and a restitution of all things with a climatic spir-
itual fulfillment of the 01ld Testament prophecieSAof the glories of the
ilessianic Kingdom.
D. Interpretation of the Apocalyptic Passages
of the Epistles
1. The Use of Various Passages
a. Romans 2:5
The apostle warns those who treagsure up unto themselves wrath
against the day of wrath and the revelation of the righteous judgment
of God. It is evident that Calvin views this day as the day of the
Tinal judgment coineciding with the judgment ef the rlghteous vthen he
states:
The day of the last judgment is called the day of wrath, when a
reference is made to the ungodly; but it will be a day of redemp-
tion to the faithful . . . . Hence whenever the scripture mentions
the approach of the Lord, it bids the godly to exult with joy; but
when it turns bo the reprobate, it proclaims nothing but dread and
berror . e e . Farther, by adding the word revelatlon Paul intimates
what this day of wrath is to be,—~uhat the Lord will ohen manifest
his guddment though he gives daily some indications of it, he Jet
suspends and holds bacL, t111 that day, the clear and full manifes-
tation of it; for the books shall then be opened; the sheep shall

then be separa%fd from the goats, and the wheat shall be cleansed
from the tares.

b. Romans §:18-23
In this passage Paul predicts a future time when creationvwill
be set free from the bondage of decay unto the glorious liberty of the
children of God. Calvin says this will be done in the eternal age at
the end of the world. He refuses to speculate as to exactly what is_

meant and as to whebher or not-all kinds of animals will be immortal.

1. John Calvin, Commentaries on the Hpistle of Paul the Apostle to the
Romans, p. 89.



The main point is that God will restore to a perfect state the world,

. e 1
now fallen, together with mankind.”

This chapter is devoted to the rejection of Israel as a re-
sult of their rejection of Christ. The heart of The chapter is found
in verses 25 and 25 in which the apostle declares, first of all, that
blindness in part has fallen upon Tsrael until the fulness of the
Gentiles comes in. Then he goes on to say that all Israel shall be
saved. Calvin talkes Israel in verse 25 to refer to the Jews whose re-
fusal of the light of Lhe gospel made it possible for the CGentiles to
receive it. He does not take the phrase "until the fulness of the
Gentiles” to be temporally conditioned and as speciiying progress or
order of time, but suggests that it is best rendered "that the fulness
of the Gantiles." The "fulness" ig to be taken as represenbting a great
nuber in comparison with the few proselytes who joined the Church
under the old dispensation. In verse 26, Calvin shifts Lae reference
of "Israel!" to mean not the Jews but all the people of God, both Jew
and Gentile. He bases this interpretation upon the fact that he feels
Panl here intends to set forth the completion of Christ's kingdom
vhich includes the whole world and is not confined to the Jews. Calvin
paraphrases Paul's meaning as follows:

Vlhen the Gentiles shall come in, the Jews also snall return from
vheir defection to the obedience of faith; and tlus shall be com-

pleted the salvation of the whole Israel of God which must be
gathered from both . . . "2

d. I Corinthians 15:20-2L; 51-53

Apart from the resurrectlon. of Chrﬂst, Calvin sess in these

PO
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passares only one general resurrection which she
lievers and unbelievers, thoush he is aware of and places emphasis up-
on the fach that the Holy Spirit here is talking of the risging of

saints. Thé time of the resurrectlon will be the day of the revelation

of Christ and will introduce the fend! vhen Christ shall have delivered
4

. he] ” _‘ - 1 L -
he kingdom of God.™ Hegarding the last trump of wverse 52, Calvin

As therefore a commander, with the sound of a trumpeb, summons
his army to battle, so Christ, by his far sounding proclamation
which will be heard throughout the whole world, will summon a1l

he dead . . . . The whole world will be summoned to the Tribunal

of God.

e. L Thesszlonians 3:13

+ 3 P T

In this passage Paul speaks of the coming of Christ with all
His saints. Calvin simply takes 1t to mean that Christ will come with
His sainbs ab the tive when they shall stand before His judgment seat

3 - e
unblameable in holiness.”

-

f. I Thessalonians Li13~17; 5:1-6
According to Calvin, Paul's basic design in this passage was

to tell the Church, upon a belief

in ©he resurrection, That they should not mourn except with moderabtion
for their departed Christian loved ones. Calvin considers the refer-

ence of verse 1L to be to the final resurrection of both the righteous

and wicked. He wnoints out that Paul does not mention the resurrection

of the wicked in this contexbt, since he ", . . does not here touch upon

anything but what is suited to his present (1@8:«'.\.@'1".1.”1L Paul further

s e LR ¥ o .

1. Jolm Calvin, Commentary on the Hpistles of Faul the Apostle to the
Corinthians, Vol. II, p. 26.

2. Ibid., . 59.

3. Jon Calvin, Commentaries on the Ipistles of Paul the Apostle to the
Philippians, Colosgians, and Thessalonians, p. 271.

L. Thid., p. 281.



~28-

wishes to correct the false impression that only those alive at Christbs
last coming would share eternal life. Therefore, he says that the dead
in Christ shall rise first. An archangel will summon both the dead and
the living to the tribunal of Christ. The living saints shall inStan-
taneously put off the quality of the mortal body and receive resurrec-
tion bodies. Calvin points out that‘verse 17 abundantly refutes the
reveries of the chiliasts who 1limit both the reign of Christ and His
saints to 1000 years.l The day of the Lord in 5:2 refers to the same
time as does the resurrection of the preceding chapter--namely, to the

2ast judgment.

g. 1T Thessalonians 2:1-12
As to the design of the apocalyptic section of the second

chapter of IT Thessalonians, Calvin states in his introduction to the
epistle:

In the second,(chapter) a vain and groundless fancy, which had

gotten into circulation as to the coming of Christ being at hand,

is set aside by him by means of this argument--that there must

previously to that be a revolt in the church, and a great part of

the world must btreacherously draw back from_ God, nay more, that

Antichrist must reign in the temple of God. '
The Antichrist of chapter 2:1-12 is definitely identified with the Papa-
cy and the Roman Church, though Calvin would not limit the intemreta-
tlon to Rome alone, considering the broad scope of history. The Anbi-
christ mist not be limited to one individual but is a kingdom which

extends through many ages; I John 2:18 mentions the existence of Anti-

christs in that ancient day.

1. Ibid., p. 28l.
2. ITbid., ». 309.
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he IT Timothy 3:1
Paul tells Timothy that in the last days there shall be per-
ilous times. Regarding this verse, Calvin writes as follows:
Under *the last days!' he (Paul) includes the universal condition
of the Christian Church . . . for many imagined some sort of con-
dition that would be absolutely peaceful, and free from annoyance.
In short, he means thatv?here will n$t be, even under the gospel
. « « a sbate of perfection . . . 0=
i. II Timothy hL:l
In this passage, Paul gives Tinmthy a charge in view of the
fact that Christ will judge the quick and the dead at His appearing and
His kingdom. Calvin says that by the Yliving and the deadV is meant
those who are alive at the Lord's coming--both saved and lost, and those
who have died at Christ!'s coming--both saved and lost. The writer thus
underscores the certainty of universal judgment. The terms "appearance
of Christ" and "His kingdom" are to be equated. Though Christ already
reigns in both earth and heaven; His reign is yet to be clearly mani-
festeds; it is now hidden under the cross and assailed by enemies. The
kingdom will be established at the time of His appearance, when He shall

. . . . . . . 2
vanquish His enemies, remove all opposing power, and display His majesty.

jo TII Peter 3:10-13

»

In this passage the apostle states that Christians look for
new heaven and a new earth wherein dwells righteousness. Calvin be-
lieves tvhis passage teaches that at Christ's return heaven and earth
are to be purged by fire so that they shall cérrespond with the perfect
kingdom of Christ.d
1. John Calvin, Commentaries on the Epistles to Timothy, Titﬁs, and

Philemon, p. 236.

2. Ibid., p. 252.
3. Jdohn Calvin, Commentaries on the Catholic Epistles, ». L20.
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2. Other Relevant Péssages

There are other minor passages in the epistles which are of
less apocalyptic importance, such as: Philippians 1:63; 3:20-21; Colos-
sians 3:li; Hebrews 9:28; Titus 2:13; Jude 1l,15. Calvin's interpreta-
vion of all of these passages shows that he regards them as indicating

that the Christian age shall end in a final judgment at which the whole

world shall appear before the tribunal of Christ, following which the

Calvin did not write a commentary upon the book of Revelation,
and his references to it in the Institutes are mostly incidental. How-
ever, he does refer to Revelation 20:); which speaks of the millennial
reign of Christ with the souls of them that were beheaded for the tes-
timony of Jesus. He speaks strongly against those saying that children
of God have but 1200 years to enjoy the inheritance of the future life.
Calvin states:

Nor does the Revelation, which they quote in favour of their error,
afford them any stpport; for the term of a thousand years, there
mentioned, refers not to the eternal blessedness of the Church, but
to the various agitations which awaited the Church in its militant
state upon earth.l

Thus, 1t is seen that Calvin refers the millennium of Revelation 20 as

in some way coincildent with the church age.

3. Conclusion

John Calvin's interpretabion of the major apocalyptic sec—
tions of the New Testament epistles contributes the following events
to his apocalyptic viewr: 1) Perilous times for the Church throughout
the gospel age, 2) Salvation of both Jew and Gentile that the whole

1. John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, Vol. II, p. 206.
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srael of God may be saved, 3) Apostacy of a great part of the world

-1

previous to the second coming of Christ, L) The reign of Antichrist

(=N

n the temple of God previous to the second coming, 5) A personal uni-
versally visible second coming of Christ, 6) A general resurrection of
believers and unbelievers and the immedizte transformation of living
saints to their immortal resurrection state, 7) 4 universal judgment
of the righteous and the wicked at Christ's coming, 8) The restoration
and renovation of the heavens and the earth, 9) The inauguration of the
eternal<age in which the righteous shall eternally live with Christ.
B, Sumary of the Amillennial Viewpoint of
John Calvin
The purpose of this section is to gather together the basic

events and ideas found in John Calvin's interpretation of the major
apocalyptic passages of the scriptures, stating them in a concise form.
The events as listed will not be wholly chronological, since there is a
necessary overlapping of time in contemporaneous events. The following
is a synthesis of Calwvin's scheme as found in the preceding sections of
this chapter:
1. ThHe' restoration of Israel from its captivity in Babylon.
2. The rise and fall of world empires prior to the establishment of

the King&om of Christ.
3. The tribulation of the Jews at the hands of Antiochus Zpiphanes.
lie Christ's first advent accompanied by His ministry, death and

resurraction.
5. The Clivet prediction of the fall of Jerusalem, the course of this

age, and iis second coming.
S ke

6. The spiritual resurrection of the saints upon their acceptance of

Christ.
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7. The preaching of the gospel throughout all nations and the spirit-
ual reign of Christ through His Church; salvation of both Jew and
Gentlle that the whole Israel of God may be saved.

8. Apostacy from the faith for a great part of the world previous to
the second coming of Christ.

9. Tribulation for the people of God throughout the Chrisvian era till
the time of the second advent; opposition to the gospel throughout
this age.

10. The reign of Antichrist in the terple of God previous to the second
coming of Christ.

11l. The personal, universally visible return of Christ to this world to
be followed by the final consummation.

12. The resurrection of the wicked and righteous dead at the second
coming of Christ and the transformation of the saints to resurrection
and immortality.

13. The one great general judgment of the righteous and wicked.

1li. The renovation of the heavens and the earth and the ushering in of
the eternal state.

In this chapter John Calvin's interpretation of the major
apocalyptic passages of the scriptures has been examined. The method of
procedure was to record his interpretation of the apocalyptic passaées
of the 0ld Testament prophets, of the Gospels and the Acts, and of the
epistles of the lew Testamgnt} g views were then set dowvm in a concise
synthesized form. This chapter shows that Céivin is amillennial in his
interpretation of ﬁhe serintures in that he does not include in his es-
chatological scheme a literal 1000 year reign of Christ on this earth

after His second coming nreceding the final judgment.
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CHAPTER IT

"THE VIEJPOINT OF REPRESENTATIVE
HON-DISPENSATIONAL PREMITLENNIALISH

A, Introduction

This chapter will record the interpretation of basically the
same apocalyptic passages as were presented in the preceding chapter,
using various non-dispensatvional premillennial writers as sources.

The work of Carl Nagelsbach in Lange's Commentary will be used for the
book of Isaiah. TFor Daniel and the iinor Prophets, the works of E. B.
Pusey will be used as the source. John Lange has written commentaries
on Matthew, John, Romans, and Revelation, which will be used in the
interpretation of these books. TFrederic Godet's work on I Corinthians
will be used for that book. For Acts, the Thessalonians, Timothy, and
and IT Peter, Henry Alford's Greek Testament will be used as the source.
This chapter will be divided into sections corresponding to those in
chapter I, with an added section on the interpretation of Revelation.

To place before the reader the main events in the eschatological view-

point of historic premillennialism, the chapter will close with a gen-

eral synthesis of the views presented in the various sections.

B. Interpretation of the 01d Testament Prophets
1. The Use of Isaiah made by Nagelsbach

a. Isaiah 2:2-5

Hagelsbach suggests that the law which shall go forth out of
Zion is the divine doctrine in the highest and most complete sense,

vhich so truly satisfies that it irresistibly draws all men. Thus,

_3 h-"'
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the beginning of the fulfillment of the prophecy began when, according

to Luke 2h:h7, there was preaching of repentance and the remission of
sins in the name of Christ to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. TYet
the prophet himself says that the fulfillment shall follow in the last
time. MNagelsbach mekes a point of the fact that the element of fulfill-
ment is by no means a closed transaction, even though the coming of

Chri st in the flesh and the founding of His kingdom was an element there—
in. In speculating és to its final Mlfillment, we rust guard both

aft

ainst taking the words too "coarsely' and "oubwardlj”, and aga inst

U \.

a one-sided spiritualizing. The prophet himself was not thinking of
heaven, and it should be remembered that plows and pruning hooks have

as little to do with heaven as swords and spears. Nor has the high
place of Hount Zilon anything to do with heaven. The passage speaks for
the view that a time is coming here upon earth when the Lord Himself
shall appropriate the kingdom, suppressing the world kingdoms, and bring-
ing about a condition of peace and glory. The result will be that the

outward will conform to the inward. Yet we should confess our 1gnorance

as to the exact way and means by which these particulars will be realizedd

b. Isaiah 11:10-16
" The return of the remnant mentioned'here by the prophet had
only a faint beginning in the return to the land at the time of Zerub-
babel. Nagelsbach takes this passage to refer to a last glorious return
of Israel at the appearance of the Messiah. This return of Israel shall
follow the conversion of the heathen; The remnant of Israel is not to
be determined only by fleshly descent from Abraham. The basic criterion

1. Catrd Wilheln Eduard Nagelsbac¢h, The Brophét/.Isaiah, v. 57
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for belonging thereto is a personal return to God Almighty. Tius, the
restoration of Israel in the last days is not necessarily universal.
Yet this return of Israel shall be universal in that the remnant shall
come from whatever land they may dwell in. The Church of the new cove-
nant will see Israel rise into view. The fact that it will be known as
a nation among nations also argues for their literal return to the land
of Palestine, since iv is impossible for the nation to resume its place
amony nations if the people are not in their land. The heading which
Nagelsbach gives this section in his commentary reads: "The return of
Israel takes place only when the lessiah has appeared and the heathen

have gathered to Fim.u+

c. Isaiah h9:1l; 51:1-8; 52:1

In these passages Nagelsbach maintains a two-fold emphasis.
The fact that he sees in the prophecies concerning Zion a fulfillment
in the Church is evident from his comments on chapter 1;9:1Li. This pas-
sage predicts that Israel who has been forsaken will be built afresh
from the Gentiles. The conversion of the Gentiles will result in a
spiritual Israel which is the ébernal core of the fleshly Israel. The
prophecy presupposes the final judgment of Israel after the flesh, and
describes how a new Israel will arise oub of its ashes.?

But Nagelsbach makes it clear in commenting on chapter 51:1-8
that Israel as a people is not written out of the prophetic picture
vihen he states:

Here therefore is a hint of that conflict in which Israel stood
after the appearance of the Servant, and still stands: either to

L] - e . o .

1. Ibid., p. 16L-166
2. Ibid., p. 539.
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cleave to the gospel with the Gentiles and thereby to disappear
as a nation, or to reject the gospel and thereby to be themselves
rejected, vet to be nreserved as a nation for the time when . . .
the kingdom of God shall appear as the_kingdom of David, and will
still be one flock under one Shepherd.-

The prophecy of 52:1 which foretells the restoration of Jer-—
usalem, the Zion of God, awaits fulfillment, for the true Jerusalem is
not complete withoult the city, nor is the city complete without the
people. The completion of this prophecy of restoration, though its
fulfillment began with the restoration Ifrom Babylon and the founding
of the Church, is yet future and awaits the time when Christ will come
again visibly to realize His inward and outward complete dominion on

earth.2

d. Isaiah 61:1-11
This prophecy of a fubture restoration of Israel is not ful-
filled by the return under Zerubbabel and Ezra, since that poor begin-
ning does not do justice to the picture presented in this passage.
Nagelsbach indicates his belief in the national identity of Israel in
his future restoration when he states: "Israel appears here as the
riestly nobility, and the Gentiles . . . have to perform the hard work.'3
3 3 .

In this passage there is predicted a fubure restoration of the earth in
its final eschatological significance. Nagelsbach says regarding verse
lis

“hen hereafter the city will be on earth in which there will be no

more death, nor sorrow, nor crying, nor pain, in which, too, there

-will be no temple, for the Lord God Almighty is Himself its temple-—

then will the earth itself, which is the oldest ruin, be restored

to0 what it originally wms, to be the soil éFd ground which bears
the tabernacle to God with men (Rev. 21:3).4

Tbid., p. 552.
Tobid., n. 562.
Toid., p. 560.
Thid., n. 662.
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e. Isaiah 55:17
In this passage Nagelsbach sees a prediction of a litveral
restoration of the earth at the end of this age. He entitles this
chapter in which this passage is contained: "The New Life in its Out-
werd Henifestation.n™ There are tiwee disbinct stages in this restor-
abion of the heavens and the earth, though the prophet looks at them in

one perspective with the result that those in the background, which are

seen only through intervening snaces, all appear to be on the same plane.

A

These are the return from the exile by Israel, a judging of godless

Israel, and finally a climactic renewal of the heavens and the earth in

yhich the entire creation will live together in peace and harmony, with
even a renovation of the animal world. Nagelsbach makes no attempt to
refer the restoration foretold here to the Christian era, but sees it

as having ultimate eschatological significance.

f. TIsaiah 66:15-2l

Hagelsbach sees in this passage a summary of the whole course
of events leading to a final consummation. The leading features are
brought out, but the intervening spaces of time are not regarded. These
events summarized are: 1) A sign is sebt in Israel, the llessiah, 2) The
sign is rejected by the nation and the visible theocracy is destroyed
in the judgment on the earthly Jerusalem, 3) The heathen Gentile vworld
turns to Jehovah, li) The Gentiles bring back to Jehovah the scattered
nmembers of Israel that had been visited in jﬁdgment, 5) God makes both
Jdew and Gentile priests and unites them to make a new race of men whrich
stands on the new earth and under the new heaven eternally before God,

1. Ibid., p. 695.

&



6) The wicked are excluded from the society of the blessed and are sent

to eternal judgment.l

2. The Use of Daniel made by Pusey

a. Daniel 7 .

Pusey identifies the vision of the great image of Daniel chap-
ter 2 with that of the four beasts in chapter 7 in respect to the world
empires mentioned. Thus, in chapter 7 the lion represents the Chaldean
empire, the bear the Hedo-Persian empire, the leopard is the lMacedonian
empire, and the fourth beast represents the Roman empire and its ulti-
mate development. TPusey believes that the fourth beast pictures the
history of nations up to the end of the age, for in it the prophet sees
not only chafacteristics, but a history embracingthese four distinct
periods: 1) The time until its division, symbolized by the ten horns,
2) The period of the ten horns, 3) The period in which the little horn
holds sway. This will be the Antichrist who shall come before Christ
returns, and is to be identified with the man of sin spoken of by Paul,
L) The period afbter the destruction of the little horn and of the whole
fourth kingdom. That Pusey feels We are now living in the second of
these periods is seen when he says:

This was characteristic for the relation of the immigrating nations
©o Rome; they did not found a new kingdom, but contimued the Homan.
And so it continues to the end of all earthly power, until its final
ramification into ten kingdoms. To attempt now to mark out these
would be as misplaced as to fix the Coming of Christ, (with which
they stand connected) tomorrow or the next day.

The visions in chapters two and seven each issue finally in the estab-

L. Tbid., pr. 706-707.
2. E. B. Pusey, Daniel the Prophet, p. 69.



lishment of the Kingdom of God. Pusey conceives of this Kingdom in
both the temporal sense as manifested by church history, and in the

ultimate eschatological sense.t

b. Daniel 7:9-1k
The vision of the Ancient of Days corresponds to the stone

which smashes the giant image in chapter 2. However, the stone repre-

=5

sents the beginning of the Kingdom of God, while the vision of the

Ancient of Days speaks of the Kingdom in its finol triumph. Here is
the picture of the subjugation of the last rebellion of man to the
Kingdom of God. Pusey says that at present we can not point out its

fulfillment since the end is not yet, but we can at least recognize its

harmony and oneness with the Gospel.2 The vision ends with the end of
time, the destruction of all human power, and the establishment of the

everlasting Kingdom of Christ.

c. Daniel §

In contrast to the preceding visions, the vision of chapter §
has no connection with the Kingdom of God, the coming of Christ, or the
end of the world. Pusey takes the ram to represent the empire of Hedo-
Persia and the he-goat as representing the lMacedonian empire. The not-
able horn between the eyes of the he-goat prefigures Alexander the Great.
The,divisionlﬁf Alexander's kingdom is represented by the four notable
horns which arise after‘the destruction of the first large horn. There:
then. arises a little horn from one of the four notable ones. This is
fulfilled in Antiochus Ephiphanes, wno is quite separate from the little

1: Ibids:, p: Ol
20 I.-bido, De 8}_;,.



horn of chapter 7, as well as from the Antichrist in chapter 11. This
latber Antichrist still awaits a final fulfillment and is partially

described by Panl in 1T Thessalonians, chapter 2.1

d. Daniel 9
Pusey states that the time at which to begin counting the
seventy weeks of years is at the commission to Hzra in the seventh
year of Artaxerxeé Longimanus, L57 B.C. The seven weeks of years plus
the sixty-two weeks of years add up to a total of L83 wears. The bap-
tism of Christ at 27 A.D. would correspond to the end of the L83 years,

which is the time of llessiah the Prince. The beginning of Jesus! pub-
lic ministry marks a confirming of the covenant. Pusey believes that
Jdesus!' public ministry lasted for about three and one half years. Thus

llessiah was cut off after the sixty-nine weeks, and it was in the midst

of the seventieth week that Christ caused the sacrifice and the oblation
‘%o cease ab His death. The remaining three and a half years of the
seventieth week merk the time, perhaps, during which the Jews heard the
Gospel before the beginning of the preaching to the Gentiles which
showed that the Gospel embraced the world. Pusey holds that verse 26b

refers to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 A.D.

3. The Use of Joel made by Pusey

In his introduction to the Book of Joel, Pusey says that the
prophecy of Joel extends from his owm day ©o the end of time. This is
indicated in chapter 1l:li, where it is said that judgment shall follow

judgment. Pusey takes this as referring to the successive judgments
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vhich shall follow each other until the end of the morld.l

a. Joel 2:28-3:2
The pouring out of God's Spirit was fulfilled at Fentecost,

and the establishment of the Church. Regarding the cosmic disturbances
which are foretold, Pusey says thalt each revelation of CGod prepares the
way for another, until that last revelation of His love and of His
wrath in the Great Day,z These signs were partially fulfilled in the
destruction of Jerusalem at which time cosmic signs are related by
Josephus. Yet, they await a final fulfillment at the second coming of
Christ. Regarding chapter 3:1, Pusey says:

It is certain . . . that there shall be a complete conversion of.

the Jews, before the end of the world, as indeed has always been

believed. This shall probably be shortly before the end of the

world, and God would say here, '“hen I shall have brought to an

end the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, i.e. of that people to

whom were the promises, and shall have delivered them from the

bondage of sin and from blindness vo light and freedom in Christ,

then will I gather all nations to judgmentst3
The gathering of all nations in the valley of Jehoshaphal may refer to
Christ's coming for judgment at His second coming. This valley is over-
shadowed. by the lount of Olives, and Pusey suggests that it may be

there that we shall meet the Lord in the air.

b. Joel 3:7-B
This prophecy of a return of the children of Judah and Jeru-
salem from captivity is interpreted by the fact that the utterance is
directed against Tyre and Sidon. Thus, it refers to a historical sit-
uation. There were different times in history when these nations car-

1. E. B. Pusey, The ifinor Provhets, Vol. I, p. 1hb.
2. Ibid., p. 196.
3. Ihid., p. 200.



ried away captive the Jews. The return of the Jews and the promised
punishment of Tyre and Sidon is seen in the history of the 0ld Testa-

ment times.l

Lb. The Use of Amos 9:11-15 made by Pusey

Pusey refers the promise of the Davidic restoration to the
estabiishment of the Church at the coming of Christ. Verse 12 indicates
that the restored Israel of the future is to include Gentile as well as
Jew, but in this passage no earthly kingdom is meant. The promises of
agricultural plenty are to be taken as the great spiritual blessings
under the Kingdom of Christ, when all shall be above nature. The re-
storation of Israel promised in verse 1l speaks not of their literal

s . o _ . . .. 2
return to Palestine bub of their spiritual redemption in Christ.

£

5. The Use of Zechariah 1l made by Pusey

Pusey regardsZechariah 1l as a part of the book which speaks
of that period which begins after the founding of the Church till the
final conversion of the Jews and Gentiles. Regarding bthe chapter as a
whole, he states:
seems then probable that, like the kindred prophecy of Joel,
relates chiefly to the time of the end, and that as our Lord
unites the destruction of Jerusalem with His coming in the Day

of Judgment, so here are united that first destructlon with the
last rebellion of man, in the times of Anbi-Christ.d

e
<l b

Verse 2 speaks of a universal strife which is to talke place at the end
of the world. God fighting the nations, is a picture of the triumph
of righteousness which is to come when the power of evil is sunk into

Hell and the liberty bought by .Christ through conquest of the enemy is

1. Ibid., p. 206.
2. Tbid., pp. 3356-3L0.

3. E. B. Fusey, The linor Prophets, Vol. II, p. Lli7.



made perfect. Verse I} means that possibly our Lord shall come to judge
this world at the same spot from whence He arose. The rending of the
Hount of Olives may or may not be literal. The escape of the Christians
to Pella at the time of the destruction of Jerusalem is aslight image
of the deliverance effected in this provhetic view of the end of the

age.l

6. Conclusion

4 study of the interpretation of selected Old Testament apoca-
lyoptic passages by hisborical premillennialists reveals that the follow-
ing events are foretold: 1) The rise and fall of world eaplres prior to
the coming of the lessiahj; their continuation after His coming, 2) Re-
turn of Israel to Palestine from the Babylonian captivity, 3) Tribula-
tion of the Jews under Antiocihus Epiphanes, L) First advent of Christ,
including Fis public ministry, death, and resurrection, 5) Establishment
of the New Testament Church, the preaching of the Gospel, and the conver-
sion of the Gentiles, 6) The fall of earthly Jerusalem after the Jewlsh
rejection of Christ, 70 AD., 7) The rising of the Antichrist before the
return of Christ, 8) Last glorious conversion of Israel at or before the
second coming of Christ, and their literal restoration to Palestvine, 9)
The visible coming of Christ upon the earth for judgment gnd the estab-
lishment of His righteous Kingdom, 10) Complete restoration & the

earth so that it becomes again the tabernacle of God‘with men.

C. Inverpretation of the Apocalyptic Passages
. in the Gospels and Acts
l. The Use of the 0livet Discourss made by Lange

Lange says the intent of the whole discourse is to reveal to

- LI . o

1. Tbid., p. L50.



the disciples the signs of the approaching destruction of Jerusalem and
the end of the world, as well as the signs of His own glorious coming.
Using an apocalyptic style, Christ pictures the coming judgments in g
series of three cycles, each of which pictures the whole future but in
such a way that each successive cycle approximates more closely the fi=
nal catastrophe. Thus, chapter 2l:li-1l; pictures the whole course of the
vorld as to its general characteristics up to the end. Verses 15 to 28
of chapter 2l picture the destruction of Jerusalem, which prefigures

the final judgment itself. Finally, in chapter 2h:29-hl, the end of

| )

the world and the final judgment itself is described. The remainder o
they&iscourse is devoted to a number of parables and similitudes in
which Christ pictures the judgment as it unfolds in an organic sucession
of acts. Chapter 2L:L5-51 pictures the judgment upon the clergy, while
chapber 25:1-13 shows the judgment upon the Church. The judgment upon
the individual Church members is described in chapter 25:14-30. Finelly,

chapter 25:31-L16 pictures the universal judgment of the world.t

a. Mabtbhew 2h:1-1L

This section is a sketch of last things to ﬁhe end of the
world. The disciples asking their question in verse L were sure that
Christ's coming would issue in the end of the world, but they failed to
realize that the destruction of Jerusalem as foretold by Jesus was ib-
self a sign of the coming of Christ. This distinction should be kept
in mind in interpreting the entire chapter. The coming of which the
disciples ask refers to the period of His last coming in glory. This

"parousia corresponds to the "epiphaneia" of II Thessalonians 2:8,

1. John Peter Lange, The Gospel according to Matthew, p. L13.
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both of which are in antithesis to the times of the hidden influence
of Christ's reign through His Church. In the "end", Lange sees the
germ of the expected millennarian Kingdom which was more fully devel-
oped in Revelation 20. The fact that the "end" should come suddenly
does not keep it from embracing é period, the stages of which are
clearly intimated in this and other apocalyptic passages.l

In verse 5, the reference is not to specific signs of the
destruction of Jerusalem bult to general ones of the end of the world.
The false lessiahs which are predicted appeared both before and after
the destruction and included any who pretended to assume the place of
Christ, even though they did not c¢laim to be Christ Himself. So also
the wars and rumors of wars must refer to all wars domn to the end of
the age, of which there are many. The end referred to in verses 6, 13,
and 1li, is the end of the world.2

Verse 7 speaks of the political revolutions in the world of
nations, migrations of nations, risings, judgments, blendings, and new
formations of peoples, which characterize the whole Gospel dispensation.
The verses which follow, 8~12, predict the greater internal woes that
are to be experienced throughout the Gospel age. It will be character-
ized by a dying out of true religion with the result that the love of
the greater majority of Christians will grow cold. After the Gospel
has been preached for a testimony to' all nations, the end of the world

proper will take place.3

b. Matthew 2l1:15-28

These verses Lange considers as giving signs forewarning the

1. Tbid., p. L22.

2. Ibid., pp. L22-h23.
3. Ibid., ». L2k.
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end of the world. Verses 15-22 deal directly with the destruction of
Jerusalem, while verses 23-28 speak of the New Testament era of re-
strained judgment. In the abomination of desolation (verse 15), Lange
sees a prediction that the hated Roman eaglés shall be set up about

the holy city. This was to be a signal for flight from the city. This
flight was historically fulfilled in that a group of Christians fled to
Pella in Peraea. Verses 16-20 describe fully the necessity for flight
before the terrible destruction of Jerusalem. Regarding the shortening
of the days (verse 22), Lange says:

o « o the destruction of Jerusalem signified and was the actual
beginning of the end of the world, inasmuch as it was the judg-
ment upon the Jewish people, which forms the counterpart of the
viorld!'s judgment upon Christ, and because the heathen world was
involved in the guilt and in the punishment of the Jewish world.
Then those days are the days of the destruction of Jerusalem, as
the days of The great preliminary judgment. Those days are, as
days of judgment, represented as shortened . . . » Thus, then,
the days of the New Testament dispensation, are, under the judi-
cial point of wview, or with reference to the judgment as already
begun, modified days of judgment--a season of grace. To this
points The conclusion, 'no_man would be savedlT Shortened--that
is, in the divine counsel.

The "tote! of werse 23 points to the interval between the
first cenbury destruction of Jerusalem and the end of thé world, makihg
the remainder of this section refer to the New Testament period of re-~
strained judgment hinted at in the shortened days of verse 22. The
false prophets predicted throughout the Church age are all who announce
a new development or reform in the doctrine and life of the Church
which is contrary to the teaching of the Word of God. Verse 26 points
out that Christ is not identified with any party or sectional interest,

nor is He to be found in an external Church with its temporalities and

1. Inid., pp. h25-h25.



glory. Lange says that the lightning of verse 27 refers to the Tinal
appearing of Christ when He will manifest Himself by an unmistakeable
brightness, radiating over the whole earth. WNotu only the suddenness of

L

the coming is meant but rather also His ummistakeable, fearful visibil-

ity. 1

c. Habthew 2L:29-Lly

These verses deal with the appearance of the end of the world
itself. Bub in speaking of them as dealing with the Yappearance! of
the end of the world, Lange is careful to point out that it is only the
begiming of the end which is the “parousial or advent of Christ. The
tribulation (verse 29) is that which occurred during the days of re-
strained judgment under the Qospel dispensation. The verse further
lists‘great cosmological disturbances wirich are to be taken literally
and which prepare the way for the sign of the Son of Man. The coming
of the Son of man and the sending of His angels refers not to the final
judgment but to His coming when He will establish His millennial reign
upon the earth (vv. 30,31). Lange voinbts out that the gathering of the
elect refers to the first fesurrection, as seen also in I Thessalonians
li216-17.2

The parable of the fig tree is meant to state that when the
cosmological revolutions mentloned in the preceding verses appear, the
Lord will soon appear. The generation of verse 3l refers simply to
those who are alive to know and discern the signs of His coming. The
verses that describe one person being taken and the other left are to

be explained by verse 31, where . the. angels gather the elect at the out-

1. Ibid., ». L26.
20 Ibido: ppo ).!.27"‘).'.29»
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set of the millennial reign.t

d. Hatthew 2h:1h5-25:46
Lange divides this section into a series of four judgments
which follow upon the appearance of the end of the world, or the second
coming described in 2h:29—hﬁ. Regarding these judgments, he states:

This series of judgments points to a period of the royal adminis
tration of Christ upon earth, which in the fuller eschauo oglcgl
development of Rev. xx. is represented in the symbolical form of

a thousand years kingdom. Thus, as the great crisis of the des-
truction of Jerusalem unfolds itself into a period which closes
only with the appearance of Christ, so agaln the crisis of the
appearance of Christ is the germ of a period which is consumated
in the general judgment and the end of the world. But the millen-
nial kingdom,'is, in its uotaliuy, the great last day of separation
and cosmical revolution, out of which the present world will issue
in heavenly glorification.

(1) The Judgment of Church Leaders

HattheW’2h:hS—51 shows that judgment at the coming of Christ
will begin upon those in office in the Church. Though the parable of
the‘good and wicked servants applies to Christians generally, its con-
text shows it Lo belong to eschatological instruction, as it introduces
the series of specific judgments leading to the uvltimate end.>

(2) The Judgment of the Church asve Body

The parable of the virgins in Matthew 25:1-13 is a picture of
the judgment of the Church as a body. The Church in her aggregate ideal
is the bride, and the members in thelr separation from the world are the
virgins of Christ. The leading idea of the parable is the readiness of
the Church for the coming of Her Lord, and verse 13 makes it clear that

the emphasis is not on the blessedness of endurance to the end. The

1. Ibid., pp. L29-h30.
2. Tbid., p. ho8.
3. Ibid., p. Li35.
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division of the virgins into two classes signifies that at the time of
the second coming part of the Church will be alive and part of it dead.
The sleeping of the foolish virgins represents their entanglement with
the world with its spirit of carnal security,l
(3) The Judgment of Individual Christians
The paraBle of’ﬁhe talents in Matthew 25:14-30 indicates the
retribution which will come upon individual Christians at the time of
the second advent.?
(l4) The Final Judgment
latthew 25:31-16, the last passage in this series foretelling
four judgments, oredicts a final judgment upon all nations. The judg-
ment here described follows a general resurrection at the close of the
millennium. The passage forms the conclusion of the Lord's coming.
With this judgment the full and perfected judical age of the millennium
is brought to a close. ILange says:
Thus, as the first parable (ch. xxiv. L5) must be placed at the
beginning of these thousand years, and the second and third ex-
hibit the further development of the kingly, judicial administra-
tion of Christ, this last judgment forms the great conclusion as
it is exhibited in I Cor. xv. 2L and Rev. zx. 9.
Lange holds that the judgment spoken of here is both of Christians and
non-Christians. Fowever, he is not clear as to wheﬁher,there will be
people who will become Christians dufing the millennium. He does point
oub, however, that this section presupvoses the nominal evangelization
of the world which will necessarily follow from the second advent of

Christ, since it will force all nations into submission to His rule.

1. Toide, pd. h37-139.
2. Tbid., p. Lho:
3. Ibid., . lh7.



2. The Use of Other Tassages in the Gospels made by Lange

a. Matthew 10:23

Lange says that in interpreting this passage we muat not for-
get that it refers to a varticular mission on which the disciples were
senb. Therefore, the passage 1s not basically eschatological bub might
be interpreted: "Till the Son of man shall overtake you." TYet the ex-
pression is also symbolical and applies to the Church, pointing forward
to the second coming of Christ. It includes at the same time the idea
that the work of the disciples will be cut short by the impending de~

struction of Jerusalem.l

b. Matthew 16:27-28
Lange says that this coming of the Son of man refers to the

second advent. This coming will involve His being the founder of 2 new

world and the center and author of the new creation. His coming is not
merely to execute Judgment. In stating that some standing there should
not taste death till they saw the Son of man coming in His kingdom,
Jesus was refering to another phase of His advent——thaﬁ which concerned
he glory of His kingdom within the circle of His disciples. He spoke

of the approaching victory of the resurrection which should issue from

His passion.2

c. Johm 5:25-29
Verses 25-27 refer o0 a spiritual rising from the dead as
evidenced by the fact that they are governed by the phrase: "and now

is." But verses 28-29 speak of the future bodily resurrection of the

1. Tbid., . 192.
2. Tbid., ». 30L.



dead. The subject in this passage is thegeseral resurrection. As

such it would include the Tirst resurrection of Revelation 20. Lange
indicates that Christ here looks at the resurrection of the righteous
and the wicked in terms of the general fact and does not indicate its

two phases.l

d. Johm 6:39-10
Jesus states that He will raise at the last day all that has
been given Him. FHere again Lange says that it is not specifically the
first resurrection which is intended. By the "last day" Christ means
the whole period of judgment and resurrection which extends from the
second coming‘and its accompanying first resurrection to the general

resurrection.?2

e. John 1h:3

" This promise of Jesus to come again and receive unto Himselfl
His own is interprebted by Lange in a2 comprehensive way, meking the
coming to include the work of Christ from the resurrection to the last
Judgment. The coming of Jesus includes a coming into the lives of the
disciples by His Word, the Sacrament, and the Holy Spirit, a coming
for them in receiving them into heaven at their death, and His final
coming at the second advent. 1In all these ways Christ takes His people

o be with Himself.3

3. The Use of Acts made by Alford

a. Acts 1:11
The promised return of Christ in the same manner in which He

1. John.Peter Tange, The Gospel according to John, ». 192
2. Tbid., p. 220.
3. Ibid., b. L36.
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ascended is to be taken literally and not merely as expressing certain-

ty. Alford does not say when this coming of Christ shall occur.t

b. Acts 3:21
The restoration of all things promised here refers to the
period or time of the restoration and not only to the moment when it
begins or is completed.2 Thus, the passage might be said to refer to

the total eschatological process following the second advent.

c. Acts 17:31
Alford does not elaborate as to when the judgment of the
world foretold here will take place. He points out that the judgment

consists in the judge, Jesus Christ, who is its wvehicle and expression.s

L. Conclusion

A summary of Lange and Alford!s interpretatioﬁ of the major
apocglyptic passages of the Gospels and Acts shows the Tollowing elements
and events to be foretold: 1) The spiritual resurrection of believers at
their acceptance of Christ, 2) The destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.,
a type of the end of the world, 3) Progress of the Church age with po-
litical and socilal upheavals, the dving out of true religion, and the
arising of false llessiahs, i) A time of tribulation in the period of
restrained judgment of the Gospel era, 5) Great cosmological disturb-
ances as signs of the second coming of Christ, &) The personal return
of Christ to the earth to set up His millennial Kingdom, 7) A time of
judgment upon the total Church at the coming of Christ, 8) The final

1. Henry Alford,. The CGreek Testament, Vol. II, p. 5.
2. Tbid:, p. 39.
3‘ Ibidc, ‘3- 1990



judgment following the general resurrection at the close of the millen-
nium, 9) A restoration of all things in terms of the total eschatolog~

ical prosess.

0. Interpretation of the Apocalyptic Passages
in the Epistles

1. The Use of Romans made by Lange

a. Romans 2:5

In this passage the apostle is warning against the wrath of
God which is ready to burst forth upon impenitent men. Lange cites
James 5:3 int his connection, where judgment is foretold for those who
heap up treasures for the last dayé. Every catastrophic judgment which
God gives succeeds a period of longsuffering and is called a day of
wrath. Each such act of judgment is a prelude to the last day of con-
summated wrath. Though God judges emphatically through all periods of
time, His judgment has special times of unveiling. This passage speaks

in the final analysis of the time of final judgment which shall be intro-

duced beginning at the second coming of Christ.t

b. Fomans 8:18-23
The creation which shall be restored refers basically to the
creature life which can earnestly groan and expect. The revelation of
the sons of God shall be at the time of the coming of Christ. dJust as
there was a correspondence of nature and the;human world in the state
of £all and decay resulting from sin, so there will also be a corres-

ponding delieverance. The physical world which suffered in man's fall

1. John Peter Lange and F. R. Fay, The Epistle of Paul to the ilomens,
ne 96.
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must also share in his redemption. Just when in the divine program this
redemption will be realized, Lange does not state. However, he does give
as a cross reference labtthew 25:31, which in his system speaks of the

last judgment at the end of the millennium.t

c. Romans 11
Paul in this chapter deals with the problem of Israel's re-

PEY

jection of the Gospel. By the fulness of the Gentiles the apostle has
in view an organically dynamic totality of the heathen world, that is,
the totality of the Gentiles as nations, not asindividuals.2 Israel,

taken literally as a nation, is yet to be saved. This means neither

3

isolated examples nor total number without excepbion. Lange suggests
that the main part of Israel as a nation may return to FPalestine, butb
he definitely rejects the idea of the establishment of a special Jewish

Churech with 01ld Testament features.

2. The Use of Corinthians made by Godet

a. I Corinbthians 15:20-2)

his passage, aside from the resurrection of

[

Godebt sees in
Chrisb, two other resurrections. 1In verse 23 the apostle speaks of a
special resurrection in which only true believers will pariicipate. The
time of the advent of Christ will effect a division between true and false
members of the Church, for only the true ones will be raised at Christ's
coming. The "then'" beginning verse 2Ly implies a period of time between
the advent and the "end". The "end" here designates the end, absolutely

speaking. Between the advent and the Yend" will occur the millennial

1. Ibid., p. 286.
2. Tbid., p. 370.



reign of Christ upon the earth. The reign has as its object the des-
truction of all opposing powers remaining after the advent. This lies-
sianic Kingdom ill finally issue in a general resurrection which shall

inaugurate the last judgment and the end.t

b. I Corinthians 15:51-53
These verses give further information concerning the resurrec-

tion. Godet says that the resurrection here mentioned is that which

.

will occur before the millennial Kingdom, and again includes only the

righteous. Those that shall be changed are all believers alive at the

time of the second coming.2

3. The Use of Thessalonians, Timothy, and Peter made by Alford

a. I Thessalonlans 3:13

srith His sainus mentioned

Rad

Alford says that the coming of Jesu

[}

ot

EX
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here means that both angels and the spirits o e just will accompany

Christ at His,coming.3

b. I Thessalonians l:13-17; 5:2
Alford shows that the Thessalonians were distressed about the
state of the dead in Christ, supposing that the dead had lost the great
oppoytunity of standing before Christ at His coming. Faul shows the
Thessalonians that they should not be uneasy over those who had fallen
asleep before the coming of the Kingdom. Verse 1h(refers to the resur-

rection of the Christian dead, and none else., All these shall rise,

after which the saints will rise to meet the Lord as He descends to the

earth. Alford points out that this coming of Christ is to be followed

1. F. Godet, Commentary on S5t. Paul's First Fpistle to the Corinthians,
_ ¥ol. II, pp. 356-36lL.

2. Ibid., p. b36.

3. Henry Alford, The Greek Testament, Vol. III, p. 267.
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by His setting up the Kingdom upon the carth.l The day of the Lord
mentioned in I Thessalonians 5:2 is the same as the coming of the Lord

to seb up His reign on earth described in chapter L.

ce. IT Thessalonians 2:1-12

The Thessalonians were giving an undue emphasis upon Paul's
teaching regerding the second coming, with the result that theilr minds
were unsettled even to the extent of 1eaving their daily employments in
anticipation of the coming reign of Christ. Alford says that Paul vwrote
this epistle to make it clear to the Thessalonians that though they
should expect the day of Christ, they should realize that its coming
awaited a course and development of events. Though this dewvelopment
was already in progress, the coming of the Lord would not take place
until it was fully ripened.?

This prophecy of the coming of the man of sin awaits fulfill-
ment in a personal Antichrist. Alford recognizes thab such powers as
the Roman empire, Mohammed, Napoleon, the Papacy, and the Roman Church
prefigure the man of sin who is yet to come in a full prophetic sense
immediately before the coming of the Lord. Just before the second com-
ing there will occur the great apostacy which has had but partial ful-

Tillment in the Papacy, lMohammedanism, Hormonism, and the like.3

de TI Timothy 3:1
Alford says that the period referred to in this passage which
predicts bad times in the last days is that immediately preceding the

coming of the Lord. Yel these last days even at Timothy's time are on

1. Ibid:, p. 276.
2. Ibid., Prolegomena, p. 53.
3. Ibid., Prolegomena, p». 67,68.



their wmy, with the premonitory symptoms already appearing.l

e. IT Timothy Ll
Alford points out that Christ's apvearing and His ¥ingdom
mist not be taken as refering to the same time. The appearing speaks
of His coming at which Wé will stand before Him. It is in His Kingdonm

that we hope to reign with Him.?

f. IT Peter 3:10-13
The formation of the new heavens and the new earth pictures
the positive resulis for the Church in the day when the heavens will
be dissolved and the elements will melt. Alford gives as cross refer-
ences to this passage Hatthew 21129, which both he and Lange refer to
the second coming, and Revelation 21:1, which both he and Lange believe

soeaks of the final new Jerusalem after the millennial reign.3

L. Conclusion

The interpretation of major apocalyptic passages in the epis-
tles by historical premillennialists contributes the following predicted
events: 1) The period gf final judgment beginning at the second coming
of Christ, 2) The salvation of Israel literally as a nation after the
fulness of the Gentiles has come in, 3) The arising of a personal Anti-
christ at the close of the Church age, of whom there have been types
throughout history, L) The great apostacy prior to the second coming,
of which there have been partial fulfillments in history, 5) The doc-

trine of two resurrections—-one of believers at the second coming and

1. Ibid., p. 390.
2. Ibid., p. 398.
3. Henry Alford, The Greek Testament, Vol. IV, p. L18.
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a second comprising the rest of the dead at the close of millenial
reign, 6) The restoration of the physical world as it shares in the

redemption of man, 7) The formation of a new heavens and a new earth.

E. Interpretation of the Revelation of John

1. The Basic Approach

4 Lange says that the basic theme of the Apocalypse is the near
advent of Christ as the end of the world, which will reveal perfectly
the Kingdom of God. The truths of the second coming are considered in
such a wy as to edify the Christian Church. The Revelation is devel-
oped as a great Divine week of a second creation, and thus its charac-
teristic number is seven. There are seven churches, seven seals, seven
trumpets, seven thunders, seven heads of Antichrist, seven vials of
wrath, and a seventﬁ Day which is the wnerfect revelation of the Seven
Spirits in the glorified Christ. The apocalypse is divided into two
parté: the course of vhe world to the end, chapters 1-11, and the course
of the world in the end, chapters 12-21. Lange points out that the in-
dividual items of the septenary do not follow one another chronologi-
cally to form different historical periods. Rather, the individual vi-
sions are invariably nictures of the world's whole course and are char-
acteristic of this course in its various aspects and dynamical relations.
Even so, there is a continuous advance toward the goal of the coming of
Christ. Thus, the seals are more eschatological than the seven churches;

the trumpets are more eschatological than the seals, and so on.t

1. John Peter Lange, The Revelation of John, p. OL.



2. The Use of the Various Passages by Lange

Lange's interpretation of the main centers of the Apocalypse
will be stated. It should be noted that Lange places the material of
chapters 11:15-13:18 under the septenary dealing with the seven heads
of Antichrist, while chapters 1+1-20:15 are centered about the seven

vials of wrath. Chapter 21 introduces the seventh Day.

a. The Seven Letters
Lange says that the letbers to the seven Churches are nov to
be thought of as introductory to the Apocalypse. Rather, they are pro-
phetic‘and constitute the first part of the book, forming a foundation

or the prophecy. The pictures of “the churches as vpresented are pro-

-y

phetic of the churchly conditions which shall be found to the end of
time. Yet, there is a sense in which Ephesus does represent the apos-
tolic church, and Laodicea pictures the church at the end of the age.
Lange summarizes his view thus:
e can affirm with certainty that the seven life-pictures are con-
imied side by side through all ages of the Church; now one, and
now anotvher, predominating; . . . « There have been illustrations

of the figure of Jezebel in all ages. And were there no Philadel-
phia in the very last time, vhere would the Lord find His Bride?

b. The Seven Seals

The twenty-four elders in chapter L are the ideal representa-
tives of the 0ld and Hew Testament theocracy. The book which is given
to the Lamb in chapber 5 contains the history of the world. The seven
seals which are opened by the Lamb represent the course of the world's

history from the time of John until the end of the world. The first

five seals are synchronous and.nobt.consecutive in the order of their

1. Ibid., p. 139.



unfolding. Seals one through four present the human history of the
viorld. The first rider is Christ who su@ercedes and heads all history.
The following three riders represent war, hunger, and death, which
plague human history. The fifth seal shows that marityrdom is at the
core of the world's spiritual history down through the Christian cen-
turies. The opening of the sixth seal represents the beginning catas—

trophe of the final judgment in the second advent of Christ.t

c. The Seven Trumpets

The key to the interpretation of chapter 7 is the fact that
it is a part of a larger whole, chapters 7-9, which represent the es-
sential form of the history of the Church in this world in respect to
its spiritual aspect. The sealing of the 111,000 in chapter 7, and the
gathering of the great mmltitude represent a "heaven picture" of the
Church. These events shou;d not be regarded as an episode in the struc-
ture of the book. The 111,000 are a picture of the Church of Christ
militant throughout the Christian era. The great innumerable mmltitude
represents the Church Triumphant in glory. There it increases every
instant by the arrival of those who die in the Lord and are coﬁing out
of great tribulation.?

The trumpets, which follow the opening of the seventh seal,
are divided into two groups. The first four picture the predominant
spiritual sufferings of the Church throughout its history under the
figure of sufferings of nature. The last three trumpets foretell the
great demonic sufferings of the Church Militant by means of figures of

nature perverted into unnaturalness,3‘

1, Tbid., pp. 165-167.
2. Ibid.-’ ppo 182“1811_.
3. Ibid., p. 197.



d. The Seven Thunders

The section from chapter 10:1-11:1lL is transitional to the
second part of the book. The vision of the mighty angel of chapter 10
cand that of the two witnesses of chapter 11:1-1l form a bridge leading
to the consummation described in chapter 11:15-22:5. The seven sealed
thunders betoken a nevw revelation and advance of the Kingdom of God,
just as the thunders of Sinai indicated a great reform in God's dealing
with men. The strong angel stands in the same relation to the second
coming as the angel of the Lord in the 01ld Testament stood in respect
to Christ!'s first advent. The 1ittle book which John eats is that of
the world's end and the revelation of ﬁhe events of the approaching
end of the world.t

The temple of chapter 11 represents the true Church whose
pilgrimage is represented as forty-two months. The two witnesses re-
present the Christian Church and the Christian State, whose witness will
be cut off near the end of the age by the forces of Antichristianity.
Their resurrection symboliges the gathering of the Bride of Christ from
the unbelieving world, which shall take place at the second coming of
Christ. The hour of their glorification becomes one of judgment on

the world.?2

e. The Yoman and the Dragon
In the vision of chapter 12, Lange interprets the woman as
being the 0ld and New Testament Church of CGod in undivided unity. The
man child represents Christ who was exalbted in His resurrection and
ascension, a fact expressed in_ the figure of being caught up to the

1. Toid., v. 217.
2. Ibid., p. 226



throne of God. The wilderness to which the woman flees is the renun-
clation of the world by the New Testament Church. The war in heaven
represents the baniéhment of Satan from the inner spiritual life of the
Church Triumphant and the consequent freedom of the invisible Church on

earth. The 1,260 days represent a period of uninterrupted days of work.L

f. The Two Beasts
In chapter 13, the beast which arises out of the sea represents
the God-opposed, Antichristian world power. Lange states:
One-sided therefore, is the interpretation of the Beast as pagan
Rome; and equally one-sided is the application of it to papal Chris-
tian Rome. The import of the figure, undoubtedly, does not gravi-
tate backward to heathen Rome, but in accordance with its eschato-
logical tendency, forward to Christian Rome.?
The beast from the earth represents personified hypocrisy, hollowness,

and reprobacy, in religion. This master of false prophecy is yet to

come .3

g. The 1hl;,000
The 1hLl;,000 mentioned in chapter 1l present a proleptical

celebration of the final judgment by the Church Triumphant., The Church
is represented in a preliminary state of spiritual consummation, and

Mount Zion represents the rezl state of God in its consummation. The

harvest of the grain and the vintage which follow are two pictures of
the actual judgment at the coming of Christ. ILange suggests that the
harvest grain may represent the ingathering of the righteous, while the

vintage represents the judgment of the wicked following that ingathering.h

1. Tbid., pp. 236-238.
2. Tbid., p. 265.
3. Ibid., p. 258.
he Tobid., pw. 277,278.
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h. The Seven Vials
The seven vials are a picture of the collective judgment of
the world in general. This is the final judgment,and unlike that of the
seventh seal and seventh trumpet, it does not lead to a new series of
judgments. Lange does not interpret the plagues literally, but shows
how they bring out the concept of a total judgment of the world. By
the great city of chapber 16:19, Lange understands an ideal city which

embraces all Antichristianity in both the occident and the orient.l

i. The Harlot and the Beast

Lange regards the Harlot in chapter 17 as distinguished from
the general Babylon of chapter 16i19 and yet related to it as a final
expression of Babylon's last historical culmination. The beast in chap-
ter 17 is identical with the Beast from the sea of chapter 13 and repre-
sents the Antitheocratic and Antichristian organ of Satan. The Harlot
is further to be identified with the woman of chapter 12, and as such,
she represents the fallen Church with especial reference to the papacy.2
Whereas chapter 17 gives an ideal heaven picture of the fall of Babylon,

chapter 18 describes that same fall proleptically as actual judgment

taking place on earth.

j. The Second Coming
This passage of chapter 19:11-21 is divided into two sections.
Verses 11-16 give an ideal heavenly picture of the victory over the
Beast. There is an undefined period of time which elapses betvween the

destruction of the Harlot and the second coming of Christ. Verses 17-21

e o & o = e

1. Tbid., p. 303.
2. Ibid., p. 306.
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ive an earthly picture of the parousia of Christ for judgment upon
and victory over the Beast. Thus, chapter 19 records the actual com-

ing of Christ to set up His millennial velﬂn.l

imn =

k. The Millehnium
Chapter 20:1-5 gives a vpicture of the millennial Kingdom and

continues the earthly picture begun in chapter 19:17-21. Satan loses
his foothold within the human race with the destruction of the Beast.
The angel casts him into the abyss and entirely shuts off Sataniec in-
fluences from men for the time of the thousand years. The purpose of
shutting him up is that he shall not prematurely seduce the heathen
vinich remain after the parousia and who constitute the old border of
the new world that is in the process of becoming. The positive side of
the millennial Kingdom has three features: 1) There is the first resur--
rection, which includes £he martyrs of the last time and all the other
saints of the ages as well as those alive who shall be changed at the
parousia. 2) There is the first judgment of restitution. Regarding this,
Lange saysﬁ

If we consider that the Juddment upon the Antichristian host has

already been held, and that the last judgment upon the last revolt

. « . cannot be anticipated, there results, as a middle domain of

wudgment an instruction and discipline exercised by Heaven upon

the human race, as extant at the parousia, and thus sharing in the

cosmical metwmofph031s.2
3) Finally, there is the first period of living and reigning with Christ
in the glory of a spiritual life which organizes earth for its union

with heaven. Lange believes that the saints will live upon the earth

in bodily form.

i Thid:, pp. 131-133.
2. Ibid., p. 345.
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Lange regards the prophecy of the millennium as a great pearl
of Christian truth in that it throws light on a series of difficult
Christian conceptions. In the first plgée, it shows that the Last Day
of scripture expands into a Divine Day of 1000 years in a synbolical
sense as representing a specific aeon. Secondly, it gives us an under-
standing of the catastrophe which is to divide time and eternity--the

world of becoming and the world of consummation. The contrast between

time and eternity is harmonized by a transition period in perfect har-
mony with the laws of natural development. Furthermore, it mediates
the fact of the resurrection by showing there is a first resurrection
before the general resurrection. Believers are blossoms of the general

resurrection, a whole age in advance of the remainder of mankind.l

1. The Last Revolt of Evil

At the close of the millennial reign, Satan will be loosed
to test the obedience and Christianity of the nations in a fiery test,
after they have long enjoyved the blessings of the parousia of Christ.
This is predicted in Revelation 20:6-10. These nations shall then go
- bo battle against the saints, and thus, those who have partaken of the
Pirst resurrection will fight against foes belonging to this earthly
life. The battle takes place about the beloved city, which Lange does
not identify with the earthly Jerusalem. Heaven intervenes in behalf

of the beleaguered city, and Satan is sent to his eternal doom.2

m. The Final Consummation
After the destruction.of Satan, there follows the final con-

e e e s o

Tbid:, D. 3L3.
Tbid., pp. 355-358.

n
L]
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summation foretold in chapters 20:11-22:5. There is a general resur-
rection of all the rest of the dead. These are judged, after which
death and hades are destroyed. True Christians are not judged here, -
since by the first resurrection they are exempted from judgment. It
is at this judgment that the old world ends and the new world appears
in a heavenly development.ly The wicked are sent to eternal damnation
in the lake of fire, while the righteous inhabit eternally the renewed
and purified earth. Lange takes the holy city in 21:9ff. to be a lit-

eral habitation of the redeemed on the renewed sarth.2

3. OConclusion

A study of Lange's commentary on Revelatlon shows the follow—
ing basic elements to be present in his apocalyptical scheme: 1) The
description of the condition of>the Church in the world throughout the
Gospel era, 2) Prediction of the course of the world's physical and
spiritual history up to bthe second coming, 3) Great suffering of the
Church at the hand of secular and religious powers prior to the second
coming, }i) The rise of great Antichristian powers before the second
coming, 5) The second coming of Christ to set up His millennial reign
on the earth; the first resurrection, 6) The millennium, a period sym-
bolically expressed as 1000 years in which Satan is bound and Christ
rules the nations of the earth, 7) A loosing of Satan at the end of
the 1000 years; his last revolt and destruction, §) The general resur-—
rection and the last judgment of all the wicked dead, 9) The establish-
ment 6f the new heavens and the new earth, the holy city of God, in

which the redeemed shall dwell eternally.

1. Ibid., p. 360.
2. Ibid., p. 380.



F. Summary of the Viewpoint of Representative
Hon-dispensational Premillennialism
The purpose of this section is bo swmerize the eschatologi-
cal viewpoint of hisborical premillennialigm as found in the apocalyn-—

tic passages twhich have been examined., The events foretold will be

5

listed in a general chronological order, but consideration must be

made for the overlapping of simultaneous events. The following repre-

sents a synthesis of the viewpoint presented in this chapter:

1. The restoration of Israel irom Babylonlan captivity.

2. The tribulation of the Jews at the hands of Antiochus IEpiphanes.

3. The rise and fall of world empires prior to and subsequent to the
first coming of Christ.

li. Christ's first coming, including His ministry, death, and resurrec-
tion.

5. The Olivet discourse on the fall of Jerusalem, the course of this
age, and Christ's second coming

6. The spiritual resurrection of believers at their acceptance of Christ.

7. The establishment of the New Testament Church, the preaching of ©

Gospel, and the conversion of the Gentiles.

3. A time of great tribulation for the Church before the close of the

Gospel age.

9. The great apostacy from the faith previous to the second coming.

10. The arising of the Antichrist before the return of Christ.

11. The glorious conversion and national restoration of the Jews at or
before His coming.

12. The second advent of Ch:ist to the earth to set up His millennial
reign.

13. The first resurrection, i.e., all dead believers are raised and liv-



ing believers are changed; the judgment of all believers.

1h. The millennial reign of Christ on earth, symbolically expressed
as 1000 years. Satan bound, Christ rules the nations of the earth.

15. The loosing of Satan at the end of the millehnium, his rebellion
and desﬁruction.

16. The general resurrection of all the rest of the dead for the final
judgment and consigning of wicked to eternal punishment.

17. The establishment of the new heavens and the new earth in which the
redeemed dwell eternally.

In vhis chapter the interpretation of major apocalyptic pas-
sagés of the Scriptures by historical premillennialists was presented.
The method of procedure was to record the interpretation of selected
péssages in the Old Testamént prophets, the Gospels and Acus, vhe New
Testament epistles, and the Revelation. The basic prophetic events
were then set dowm in a concise syntheﬁic form to present a total pic-

ture of a representative historical premillennial view.
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CHAPTER TIII

AN EVATUATION OF AMITLENNIALISM
AND NON-DISPENSATIONAL PREMILLENNIALISM

A. Introduction

The preceding chapters have presented the interpretation of
the major apocalyptic passages of Scripture by John Calvin, an amillen-
nialist, and by a group of representative non-dispensational premillen-
nialists. The method of procedure in this chapter will be to compare
the interpretations of the various passages as presented in the preced-
ing two chapters, bringing oubt what seems to the author to be the strong
and the weak points of each view under consideration. The findings of
such a comparison should present a valid basis for drawing a conclusion
regarding the acceptability of the basic eschatological viewsconsidered
in this study.

B. Evaluation of the Interpretation of the 0ld Testament Prophets
by Calvin, Nagelsbach, and Pusey

1. Use of Isaiah made by Calvin and Nagelsbach

a. Isaiah 2:2-5
According to Lange's interpretation of Revelation 20, the
millennial age will end with a m»evolt against the rule of Christ in the
form of a ﬁar. Nagelsbach hints that this passage awaits fulfillment
on the earth before the eternal state. But this passage gives no sug-
gestion that the age described will end in a great war. In fact, it
specifically states that the nations shall learn war no'moré. The con-

version of the nations in this passage is a deep spiritual experience,
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a fact which would militate against their revolt at the end of the age
described here. Calvin and Nagelsbach agree that the passage has its
first fulfillment in the New Testament Church. The description of the
new heaven and the new earth in Revelation 21 is in such literal terms
that Calvin is not over spiritualizing the passage by seeing its ful-

f%llment in the eternal state.

b. Isaigh 11:10-16
This passage speaks of both the "nations" and "Israel®.
Calvin's application of the passage to only the New Testament Church
does not do justice to these terms in the passage. Nagelsbach's view
that the passage speaks of a future salvationt of Israel as & nation
is in harmony with this context. That a literal restoration of Israel
to Palestine is predicted here is possible, especially in the light of
world events in the last three years. Bub just as the literal restor-
ation of Israel is possible in this age, so also is their salvation.
The possibility of a future millennium is unrelated to the fulfillment

of this passage.

c. Isaiah L9:1ly; 51:1-8; 52:1-L
Calvin again considers that there is no distinction between
the Jew and Gentile in these passages, but that"Zion" covers them both.

In Isaiah 51:5 the prophet makes it clear that he is talking to the

1. It mist be made clear that by the salwation of Israel there is not
indicated a national restoration to Palestine after which the 01d
Testament Levitical system of sacrifice is set up, and Israel shall
once more become an 0ld Testament theocracy separate from the Chris-
tian Church. This is the interpretation of dispensational premillen-
nialism and is to be totally rejected. In future references through-
out this study to the salvation, restoration, or conversion of Israel
all that is meant is that the Jewish nation shall yet amcept Christ
as their Saviour. It is true that there is only one Church of Christ,
and Jew and Gentile are united in Him (Ephesians 2:11-22).
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Jews as a nation and tells them that the isles, i.e., the heathen,

will sccept the law which shall go forth from God. But nothing is

said of the Jewish nation accepting the Gospel. Thus, lagelsbach seems
to be correct in stressing the fact that the Jews, not having accepnted
the Gospel with the Gentlles, still stand in a unique relation to the
Gospel. “hether Nagelsbach is correct in hinting thet the union of

Jew and Gentile in the Gospel awaits the time when God's Kingdom shall
appear depends on the validity of the total premillennial interprebtation.
The emphasis in Isaiah 52 is on the spiritual side of Zion's salvation.
Nagelsbach is perhapé over-literalizing the passage by suggesting a re-

storation of Jerusalem at the second coming of Christ.

d. Isaiah 61l:1-11

Nagelsbach's interpretation that the yet future time of re-
storation of the Jews shall result in the Gentiles being in a state of
servility to them is céntrary to Hew Testament teaching. Romans 11:12
indicates that the fubure conversion of Israel will result in the great-
er riches of the Gentiles and not in their enslavement. Calvin is
correct in stressing that the fulfillment of this passage is in the
first coming of Christ, since Jesﬁs quoted part of it at the beginning
of His ministry. But again Calvin equates Zion with the total Church.
This passage speaks of the nations and Zion in distinction of one an-
other. To demand from this passage as Nagelsbach does that a literal
city of Jerusalem shall be restored may be carrying the prophets point
too far, but at least Hagelsbach has the core of trubth when he maintains
the identity of the Jewish Zion. Since the restoration from Babylon
constitutes a partial fulfillment of this passage, one should be cau-

tious in suggesting 2 further literal fulfillment. The things said



about the future conversion or restoration of Israel in the New Testa-
ment should be used as a touchstone in interpreting this passage and

others like it.

e. Isaiah 65:17-2}

Calvin's view that the passage has a first fulfillment in the
restoration of the Jews from Babylon and the first coming of Christ has
a valid basis, but it should not be overstressed. The final emphaéis,
as bobh commentators agree, must be its fulfillment at the end of this
age. HNagelsbach interpretation again hints at a millennium. Bubt the
text says that ". . . the former things shall not be remembered, nor
"come to mind (verse 17)." This would hardly suggest a millennial reign
which shall end with a final revolt of the Satanic power. The fact that
the writer of Revelation makes evident use of this passage in describing
the ultimate eternal sbtate points toward the wvelidity of interpreting

these verses as referring thereto.

f. Isaiah 66:15-21
By referring the new heavens and the new earth to the inward
renewal of man, Calvin shows his tendency to spiritualize concrete apoc-
alyptic passages. Nagelsbach's summary of this passage is a sound re-
flection of its movement. Here he sees no indication of a millennium.
Yet it is important to note thalt verses 22-23, vwhich speak directly of

the eternal state, do so in concrete literal terms.

2. Use of Egekiel 37:1-1l made by Calvin

Calvin may be correct in saying that this passage does not
refer to a future restoration of Israel at the end of tﬂe Gogpel age.
However, his implication that, therefore, there will be no final re-

storation of Israel does not follow. This passage simply does not
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treat of the question.
3. Use of Daniel made by Calvin and Pusey

a. Daniel 7

Calvin may be right in referring the ten horns and the 1lit-
tle horn to conditions at the birth of Christianity. However, one sees
the weakness of Calvin's position in his interpretation regarding the
vision of the Ancient of Days which follows. The picture there is
obviously orie of judgment. Such an opening of the books described there
is clearly referred to in other apocalyptic passages in the New Testa-
ment. If, as Calvin suggests, this judgment refers only to the King-
dom of‘éhrist through His Church, it is difficult to see how Calvin
sees any more than that in Hatthew 25:31ff. Calvin's spiritualization
of this judgment vision is due in part to his failure to see in the
fourth beast anything beyond the first coming of Christ. FPusey's view
is much more satisfying. He takes 7:9f. to refer to the judgmeﬁt at
the end of the age at which the Kingdom of Christ is established. The
verses preceding them naturally lead up to that judgment scene and

cover the whole course of the Gospel age.

b. Daniel 8, 11
In their interpretation of Daniel 8, both Calvin and Pusey
point out that the 1little horn is to be distinguished from the Anti-
christ of chapter 11. But Calvin does the same thing in regard to the
Antichrist of chapter 11 = as he did with the fourth beast of Daniel 7,
limiting the fulfillment to conditions at the first coming of Christ.
The description of the Antichrist in chapter 11 has a very personal

reference to it, and the sense of the passage does not lend itself to
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referring him to a general description of the Roman powers as does

Calvin. Pusey, in speaking of the fulfillment of the Antichrist of
Daniel 11 being yet fubture and awaiting the revelation ofrthe man of
sin, is certainly in keeping with the time sequence of the immediate

context, chapter 12:1-2, which speaks of the end of the world.

c. Daniel 12:1-2

The first phrase of Daniel 12:1 connects the passage with
the one describing the Antichrist in chapter 11. Calvin would be more
consistent with his view of the Antichrist in chapter 11 if he applied
the time of trouble in verse 1 to the destruchbion of Jerusalem. By
applying that time of trouble to the whole Church, Calvin weakens the
natural meaning of the passage which seems to refer to a special time
of trouble when the Antichrist holds sway. While Calvin is correct in
saying that verse 2 speaks of but one final resurrection, he makes a
sudden brealk bebtween verses 1 and 2 which, according to the text, seen
to be closely related in time. If Pusey'!s interpretation of the Anti-
christ in chapter 11 as referring to the man of sin to be revealed at
the end of this age is correct, it would seem only natural to interpret
12:1 as speaking of a great time of tribulation which shall precede the

end. This would then lead to the fina1~judgment foretold in verse 2.
L. Use of Joel made by Calvin and Pusey

a. Joel 2:20-3:2
A comparison of Calvin's and Pusey's approach to this passage
shows Calwvin's tendency toward spiritualization in his interpretation.
Pusey's view that the cosmic disturbances refer to the events surround-

ing the destruction of Jerusalem, which prefigures the events at the
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second coming of Christ is much more satisfying than that of Calvin,

who feels that the reference is generally to God's judgments upon men
throughout this age. Here again Calvin confuses Israel and the Church.
Hor does his interpretation of the gathering of all nations as referring
to God's continual protection of His Church do justice to the passage.
Pusey is standing on more solid ground when he sees the reference here

as being to a Jewlsh conversion before the end of the world, followed

by the second coming of Christ.

b. Joel 3:7-8
The context of Joel 3:1 also refers to Tyre and Sidon, and yet
Pusey regarded that passage as referring to the final restoration of
Israel, while here he mentions only a historical fulfillment. This may
be due to the fact that Pusey's comments on the passage are very brief.
In disregarding completely a reference to national Israel and applying
the passage to the establishment of the Church, Calvin follows his usual

pattern of spiritualization.

5. Use of Amos 9:11-15 made by Calvin and Pusey

Calvin evidences his usual lack of distinction between the
Church and national Israel, in spite of the fact that the text in verse
12 speaks both of the Jews and the nations called by the name of Jehovah.
Once Pusey admits that the agricultural blessings spoken of here are not
literal but spiritual, it becomes increasingly difficult to say whether

the passage refers ultimately to the spiritual blessings of a millennium,
or of eternity.
6. Use of Zechariah 1l made by Calvin and Pusey

Calvin's view of this passage as describing in a general way

the progress of the Kingdom of Christ no doubt has an element of truth
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in it. But to do justice to the passage it seems more reasonable to
follow Pusey. Though Calvin believes in a second coming of Christ, he
spiritualizes the descent of the Lord as God!s promise to sustain the
Church. If such a passage does not refer to the second coming, it
would seem impossible to interpret any passage of Scripture as having

reference to the return of Christ.

7. Conclusion

An evaluation of the inbterpretation of major apocalyptic pas-
sages in the Old Testament prophets by representatives of the amillen-
nial and non-dispensational premillennial schools leads to the follow-
ing conclusions: 1) Calvin unduely spiritualizes passages dealing with
Israel to make them refer to the Church and not to the Jéwish nation.
2) Pusey and NWagelsbach are right in insisting on the conversion of
Israel before or at Jesus! return. Nagelsbach has a tendency to over-
literalize the national Jewish return to Palestine, and Pusey's view
that there must be room for a certain spiritual fulfillment of earthly
blessings promised is in harmony with sane interpretation. 3) Calvin
limits the application of certain passages to the first coming of Christ
which have a wider reference, as showvm by Pusey, to the end of this age
and the second coming. OCalvin fails to see in these passages the rise
of a personal Antichrist shortly before the second coming. l) It is
difficult, if not impossible, to refer any of the passages studied to
a future millennial age to take place after the return of Christ, and
preceding the eternal state. All passages which might be applied to a
millennial reign speak of the established kingdom as final and eternal,
with no hint of its end by a catastrophic rise and revolt of evil. 5)

Yet such passages as Isaiah 2:2-5 indicate that a time is yet future
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when God's reign over all the earth shall be vindicated and realiged.
Whether this shall be accomplished by a millenmium following the sec-
ond coming or by a final judgment and the establishment of the new
heavens and the new earth, should be decided finally on the bééis of
New Testament eschatology.

Ce Evaluation of the Interpretation of the Apocalyptic Passages
-in the Gospels and Acts by Calvin, Lange, and Alford

1. Use of the Olivet Discourse made by Calvin and Lange

a. Evaluation of lange's interpretation .

One can easily agree with Lange when he sees Matthew 2h:h-Ll
as describing in a cyclical fashion the coming judgments of Christ,
each approximating more close;y the final end. So also the four pic-
tures of judgment described in chapter 2li:1i5-25:46 are readily recog-
nized asfgescriptions of the various aspects of the judgment following
or attending the second coming. But it is difficult to see where Lange
finds a basis for interposing a millennial reign between chapber 25:1)-
30 and 25:31-li6. There is no hint of such a period in the passage
itself. The most Lange can say is thaﬁ he sees the '"germ" of the mil-
lennial Kingdom which is foretold in Revelation 20 in the term “end!
(2&:3): Lange's view that the "end " foretold in these verses refers
to the whole process of the eschatological end of the age is correct.
However, the question is whether the period shall be at least a thousaini
vears in length and include a millennial reign. It is only on the ba-
sis of Revelation 20 that he can interpret the "end" as emwbracing such
a long period. The correctness of Lange's view depends on whebher
Revelation 20 predicts such an egrthly millennium.

It is also hard to understand wiy the four judgments in the
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Olivet Discourse should point to an extended period of Christ's royal
administration upon the earth. There seems little valid reason for sug-
gesting, as Lange does, that the judgment upon clurch leaders shall be
at the beginming of the thousand years, and the judgmentsupon the church
as a body and upon the individual church member represent further devel-
‘ggﬁggﬁ of Christ's kingly and judicial administration. Zven in a pre-
millennial scheme it would be more natural to take these three judgments
involving Christians as occurring immediately at the second coming of
Christ. Taking the account in Matthew simply as it stands, it would be
ﬁore natural to take chapter 2L:3L as referring to the same coming of
Christ as does Calvin. The language is remarkably the same. Bdth pas-—
sages speak of a coming of the Son of man in a setting of glory. In
both passages the whole earth is aware of His coming. The first passage
is followed by three judgments which apply especially to Christians,
while chapter 25:31 is followed by a judgment which places greater em-
phasis upon the judgment of non-Christians. It should also be noted
that the judgment of the individual Christian (chapter 25:11-30), which
according to Lange represents a development of judgment during the mil-
lennium, results in the damnation of some of those judged, just as does
the "last! judgment described in chapter 25:31-li6. The view here sug-
gested, that the passages following ¥atthew 2L:31 and 25:31 refer to the
same judgment only from different vie wpoints, harmonizes with Lange's

view of the cyclical nature of the Olivet discourse.

b. Evalvation of Calvin's Interpretation
Calvin's interpretation of this passage follows quite natur-
ally since he approaches the passage simply on the basis of what its

texltb contains. At no nlace need he read into the text & millennial
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reign as does Lange. Aside from this, his interpretation agrees re-
markably with that offered by Lange. He, too, sees chapter 2:1-28 as
speaking of the fall of Jerusalem and the church age, while 2h:2Lf.
speak of the second coming of Christ. His view that chapter 24:31 and
25:31 both refer to the second coming of Christ is justified by the
evident similarity of language in the two passages. Since Jesus is
speaking very distinctly of the signs of His second coming, Lange's
view that the generation spoken of in chapter 2L:3l refers to those
living at the time of the second advent is preferred. Yet, it is true,

as Calvin suggests, that the events of the destruction of Jerusalem

o

gave the disciples certainty regarding the words of Christ.

2. The Use of Matthew 10:23 madevby Calvin and Lange

Calvin is perhaps more "far-fetched" in saying that the com-
ing of the Son of man here refers to the progress of the Gospel, as are
others who would see thereby the destruction of Jerusalem. Lange's in-
terpretation of the phrase in the light of the actual mission on which
the disciples were sent is based on the basic exegetical principle of

harmony with context.

3. The Use of John 5:25-293; 6:39-10 made by Calvin and lange

The validity of both Calwvin's and ILange's interpretation of
Johﬁ 5:28-29 depends on whether or not other Scripture teaches a millen-
nium. On the surface, taking the passage by itself, Calvin's view that
these verses refer to one final resurrection of the whole race seems
to be correct. Lange, in harmony with the premillennial view, says
that both resurrections are included under the subject of a general re-

surrection.

One agrees with Lange when he says that the "last day" of
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John 6:39-10 does include the whole period of judgment at the end of
the age. Calvin would agree to that. Bubt the question of the time ex—

tent of that last day must be decided on the basis of other Scripture.

Lh. The Use of Acts 3:21; 17:31 made by Calvin and Alford

Alford's caution in refusing to identify the exact time and
place of the judgments these passages foretell is commendable. In say-
ing that the restoration foretold in Acts 3:21 refers to the’total es-
chatological process, Alfor@ uses the same device as Lange does regard-
ing the term Y"end! in the Oliwvet Discourse. In these passages,’Calvin
again interpréts éccording to the natural sense of the text, seeing in
them the one final judgment. But if Scripture teaches elsewhere the

fact of a millennium, Calvin's interpretation is at fault.

5. Conclusion

An evaluation of the interpretation of the Olivet Discourse
and other eschatological passages in the Gospels and the Acts by Calvin,
Lange, and Alford leads to the following conclusions: 1) Calvin and
Lange agree remarkably in their major divisions of the Olivet Discourse.
2) Lange must go oubtside the Olivet Discourse to find his basis for see-
ing in it a millennium., The "germ" of the millenmnium he sees in the
text could as well be the germ of a much shorter period which could in-
clude the whole final iudgment. 3) Lange's view that the series of judg-
ments upon Christians foretold in the Olivet Discourse shall take place
throughou£ the millennium is purely speculative, and appears to be his
attempt to see in the passage a further basis for a millennium. L) In
the major points in whiéh Calvin disagrees with Lange, Calwvin's view is
most natural on the basis of the text of Matthew, chapter 2l and 25.

5) In the passages of John -wiiich foretell the resurrection of all men,
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Calvin's view that one general resurrection is suggested by the passage
agrees with the natural meaning of the text. 6) However, if it can be
conclusively shown that Scripture elsewhere iteaches a miilennium, then
Calvin's interpretation must yield to that of Lange and Alford.

D. Evalvation of the Interpretation of tle Apocalyptic Passages
in tke Epistles by Calvin, Lange, Godet, and Alford

1. The Use of Romans made by Calvin and Lange

a. Romans 8:18-23

By inferring that the fulfillment of this passage awaits the
Jast judgment and the eternal state, Lange agreesvwith Calvin in his in-
terpretation. This is the correct interpretation, for it would seem
doubtful that the millennial reign of Christ would result in such a
sweeping renewal of nature and the world as this passage demands. A
creation that is yet to witness a final apostacy and release of Satanic
might after the millennium could hardly be said to have experienced a
great redemption. Also, 1L the world were renewed during the millennial
reign, it would mean that unredeemed mankind living during the period
would share in the resulis of a2 redemption promised only to believers.
Calvin's and Lange's interpretation of this passage stresses the fact
that the future eternal state shzall not be a nebulous existence, but
that the heaven which awaits believeré is so real and concrete that it

can be described in terms of a transformed earthly existence.

b. Homans 11
To shift the meaning of the term "Israel" from referring to
the Jews in verse 25 to meaning the Church in verse 26, as Calvin does,
seems forced. In Romans 9-11 Paul deals very specifically with the

problem of the Jewish rejection of Christ, and the natural way to in-
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terpret this passage is followed by Lange when he says that Israel,
taken literally as a nation, is yet to be saved. If Calvin would ac-
cept the translation of verse 25b as "until the fulness of the Gentiles
be come in", his insistence upon interpreting "Israel" in verse 26 as
meaning the Chnrch would not necessarily mean that the Jews are not to
be saved. Bub by translating verse 25 as saying ". . . a hardening in

vart hath befallen Israel that the fulness of the Centiles be come in",

Calvin eliminates fully the possibility that Paul here teaches the fu-

ture salvation of the Jews.

2. The Use of I Corinthians 15 made by Calvin and Godet

Godet's comment that the "end" in verse 2l refers to the end
absolutely speaking, i.e., the Final judgment after the millennial
reign, illustrates the difficulty which premillennialism presents in its
use of terms. Lange says of Matthew 2L that the "end" speaks of the
tobal eschatological process inaugurated by the second coming. It is
granted that the term might be used in two senses, but a realization
of this fact should make one cautious in defining its meaning. It is
true that "then" (verse 2L) is an adverb of time, but to say as Godet

does that it im?lies a millennial period between the coming and the end

does not necessarily follow. It would be just as valid on the basis of
the text to say as Calyin does, that the resurrection shall introduce
the end, i.e., the time when Christ, having abolished all authority and
power, shall deliver up the Kingdom to God. It is true that I Corinth-
ians 15:51-53 speaks only of the resurrection of believers. Depending
upon the teaching of other Scripture it must be held as a possibility
that Paul speaks here of a premillennial resurrection. But this passage

proves nothing, for Paul is speaking of the glorious hope of the Chris -
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tian, and it may be that he simply does not mention the resurrection

of the lost in the passage.
3. The Use of The Thessalonians by Calvin and Alford

a. I Thessalonians lj:13-17

Alford's statement that verse 1l refers only to the resurrec-
tion of the Christian dead is not made on the basis of the text, but
in view of the fact that he believes Scripbture elsewhere teaches two
resurrections. On the basis of such a belief, his interpretation is
sound. Yet Calvin's statement that Paul only speaks of that which con-
cerns the Thessalonian Christians may be a valid reason for rejecting
Alford's assertion. Again, other Scripture becomes the deciding factor

in deciding which interpretation is correct.

bs IT Thessalonians 2:1-12

Paul speaks of the Antiehrist in personal terms. Calvin gen-
eralizes the person of Antichrist by not looking for his appearance in
terms of a personal enemy of righteousness shortly before the second
coning. Alford agrees with Calvin to the extent of saying that the
great evil powers of history prefigure the man of sin.who is yet to ﬁake
his appearance. The fact that Paul was warning the Thessalonians against
an undue emphasis upon the return of Christ speaks for Alford!s view
that just prior to the second advent there will arise the supreme per-

sonal Antichrist of history.

i. The Use of II Timothy 3:1 iade by Calvin and Alford
By saying that the "last days" refer to the whole age of the
Church, Calvin generaliges a statement which Timothy would likely have

interpreted as referring to the days immediately before Christ's return



~-days in which he thought he was living. Alford interprets the pas-

sage so as to bring out this force of its effect upon Tinmothy.

5. The Use of II Peter 3:13 made by Calvin and Alford

It is hard to see how Alford can refer this passage to the
second advent of Christ preceding the millennium, since at that time
it is not expected that the earth and all its works shall be burned up.
Rather than that, the nations shall live on this physical world for a
‘thousand years‘much’as before the second advent. But Alford also gives
as cross reference to this passage Revelation 21:1, in which the new
heaven and the new earth after the millennium appear. This also pre-
sents a difficulty. This would make Peter's warning to scoffers point-
less. He would then be saying in effect: "You think the day of the
Lord will never come, but it will burst upon you as a thief in the

night—--that is, after a thousand years of peace and righteousnessi"

6. The Use of Revelation 20:), made by Calvin
Calvin's cormment on this passage is so brief that it is im-
possible to evaluate his interpretation. Further attention will be

given to the passage in the following section.

7. Conclusion

An evaluation of the intervretation of the major apocalyptic
passages in the BEpistles by Calvin, Lange, Alford, and Godet leads to
the following conclusions: 1) Except for three particulars which in no
may effect the validity of his amillennial position, Calvin's interpre-
tation of the passages studied is in keeping with zood exegetical prin-
ciples. Calvin fails in Romens 11:26 where he takes the term "Israel®

in & sense unnatural to its context and applies it to the Church rather
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than to the Jews. GCalvin does not place a proper emphasis upon the
appearance of a personal Antichrist shortly before the return of Christ.
Calvints interpretation of the "last days" in IT Timothy 3:1 fails to

bring out Paull's original meaning of iv by making it refer to the whole

g

Church age. 2) There is no mention of a millennium or a period compar-

ble to it in the passages studied. In every case vhere such a period

I

is seen by its adwvocates, it is brought to the passage. 3) The Epistles
do not at any place teach two resurrections separated by a millennial
veriod. I Corinthians 15:21-2y and I Thessalonians l;:13-17 mention ex—
plicitly only the resurrection of the saints. It is as fair to argue
on the basis of these passages that the wicked shall rise at the same
time as the saints as to say they shall rise a thousand years later.

1) The validity of the historic premillennial interpretation of the -
passages studied depends entirely upon whether Sc;ipture elsewhere‘

teaches that there shall be a millenniun.

E. Evaluation of the Interpretation of Revelation made by Lange

1. The Importance of Revelation 19:11-21:15

Lange's interpretation of Revelation makes it clear that
chapter 19:11-21:15 is crucial in his belief that 2 millennium will
follow the second advent. At no place prior to that sectlon does he
find predicted the millenniwm. A change of his interpretation of this
section would not effect his inbterpretation of the preceding sections
of the book. In this evaluation special attention will be given to
Lange's interpretation of +this crucial millennial section since, as

the preceding sections of t his clapter have showm, it is The key to

the validity of historical premillennial eschatology.
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2. The Basic Probem of Inbterpretation

Lange approaches this crucial passage with the belief that it
is chronologically developed and meant to be literally interpreted. In
evaluating lLange's intefpretation of the passage, the basic problem is
whether the passage should be'viewed as does Lange, or whether it is
cvclically developed and is to be spiritually interpreted. It should be
noted that Lange has interpreted other passages in Revelation spiritually
where a literal inbterpretation could be insisted upon as consistently as
in chapter 20. For instance, he sees in the 14,000 of chapter 7 a pic-
ture of the Church Militant throughout the Christian era. Also he does

not consider Babylon a literal ciity.

3. The Tmplication and Strength of Lange's Position
If Lange is correct in his view that the passage is chronolog-

ically developed and literally meant, the premillennial position he
holds must be granted, for this is the one passage in Scripture which
speaks of a millennium. His interpretation has the advantage that it
approaches the passage in what appears to be its most natural, literal
meaning. Alford has stabted the strongest argument for thé premillennial
view when he says:

If in a passage where two resurrections are mentioned . « . the

first resurrection may be understood to mean spiritual rising with

Christ, while the second means literal rising from the grave; then

there is an end of all significance in languag%, and Scripture is
wiped out as a definite testimony to anything.-

li. The Critigue of lange'!'s Interpretation of Revelation 19:11-20:15

a. Failure of Other Scripture to Substantiate View

Scripture must interpret.Seripture. In no other apocalyptic
. 8 - 0 » L ‘

1. John Peter lange, The Revelation of John, p. 352.
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vassages used in this study was there mentioned a limited period dur-
ing which Christ and His saints shall reign over the earth, followed
by a great revolt of the whole world against that reign. ILikewise, in
no passage of Scripture dealing with the resurrection of the righteous
and the wicked was there an indication in the text that a period of
time should elapse between the resurrection of these two groups. Thus,
it becomes a question of whether Revelation 20 is the touchstone to in-
terpret the rest of Scripture, or whether the rest of Scripture must in-
terpret Revelation 20. The latter method would seem the soundest prin-
ciple to follow. Yebt it must be held as a possibility that the Holy
Spirit withheld the revelation concerning the millennial Kingdom until

the writing of the Apocalypse.

b. Difficulty of Two HExterminating Battles

3 Do L

Lange puts himself in a difficult position by maintaining that
chapter 19:17-21 and 20:7-10 describe two distinct battles separated by
a thousand years, in each of which the enemies of Christ are totally
destroyed. Chapter 19 describes the ubtver annihilation of all mankind
opposed to Christ. The kings of the earth and their armies as well as
", « . the flesh of all men; both free and bond, small and great® is
left after:-the coming of Christ in judgment on the earth. Ilange's posi-
tion does not explain how it is possible to have a second batble mention-
ed in chapter 20 in which are engaged "the nations, the number of whon
is as the sand of the sea." This di”liculty vanishes if the two battles
are interprebted as climaxing two visions independent of one another

chronologically but referring to the same event in different figures.

c. Passage lay be Cyclically Developed

Lange may be wrong in seeing Revelation 20:1-5 as a chronolog-
£3 Y 4 g
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ical contimuation of chapter 19:17-2Ll. Elsewhere, as for instance in
Matthew 2L-25, Lange recognized the cyclical nature of apocalyptic
literature. Chapter 19:17-21 is obviously a pnicture of the judgment
of the beast and the false prophet with their followers. It would be
quite in harmony with the apocalyptic style to consider chapter 20:1-10
as a separate vision depicting the doom of Satan, just as Hevelation

19:17-21 foretells the end of the beast and the false prophetv.

d. Possible Over-literal Interpretation of Second Coming
In different passages bhroughout Revelation Lange sees apoca-
lyptic figurative representation of the coming of Christ for judgment.
To fix the emphasis upon a literal interpretation of Revelation 19:11-
20:10.1is a questionable procedure. This passage 1s no less figurative
than the one of chapter 1lhi, where Christ's coming is represented in
terms of a reaping of the grain and vintage of the earth. This, however,

Hoes not minimize the personal, visible, second coming of Christ.

e. Heaning of the Binding of Satan
if, as suggested above, Revelation 20:1-10 pictures the doom
of Satan in a vision not chronologically following chapter 19:17-21,
Tange's view that the binding of Satan represents an act of God after
the second coming of Christ becomes umnecessary. Instead the passage

becomes one grand climactic review of God's judgment of Satan.T This

1. The strongest argument against this is that in spite of the fact
that Revelation is cyclically developed, it mst be true that the
visions of chapter 20 bring one nearer to the end than those of
chapter 12. Therefore, it is argued that it is illogical to find
a mention made again of the first coming of Christ (as in chapter
12) so near the closing visions.
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begins with Christ binding him in the midst of the Church Triumphant
as a result of the cross, with special reference o martyrs.l It
climaxes with his ultimate destruction in the Antichristian revolt
which breaks out shortly before the second coming. In that case, the
idea here would be comparable to that in chapter 12, which begins the
second division of the bookK. There Lange sees in the vision a plciure
of the atoning work of Christ which results in Satan's banishment from
the inner spiritual life of the Church Triuwmphant, and the conéequent

freedom of the Church invisible on earth.

fe A Martyr Rosurrecu1on Only
Lange says that the premillennial resurrection includes mar-
tyrs of the last time and saints of all ages. Bulb a consistently 1it-
eral interpretation of the passage must recognize that the passage men-

tions only the resurrection of martyrs. It would be natural to expect

a clearer statement of the identity of the participants of this first

1

resurrection if this passage is to be internreted as describing the
setting up of Christ's Kingdom on earth, since this passage is entirely
unique to Scripﬁure. The text does not indicate that this reigning with
Christ shall be uﬁon the earth. OSince only martyrs are specifically
mentioned, Lange might be correct. to see in chapter 20: L=5 a represent-
ation of the fact that Cﬂ istians who suffer martyrdom share in the

heavenly glory of Christ imme@iately at death. Such a view would be

1. ”uch an inbterpretation may be accused of not explaining how Satan is
now bound so as to be unable to decelve th nations until the thou~

sand wears are iinished as verse 3 declax This objection would be
ansvered by the interpretation that verse 3 is.not meant as an ab-
solute statement saying that all Satanic influence is taken from the
earth as a result of Jesus! first coming. Rather than that, it
would indicate that Batan could not deceive the nations due to the
great witness of truth open to all men in the fact of the Gospel.
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consistent with Lange'!s interpretation of the visions of the great mul-
titude of chapter 7 and the 11,000 of chapter 1h. In both of these
passages he sees pictures of the Church Triumphant in glory before the

second advent has occurred.

g. Hesurrection of the "Rest of the Dead"

If lange will carry through consistently his idea vhat Revel-
ation 20:1i refers to a literal bodily resurrection of all saints who
shall live on the earth, then according to verse 5 we must expect that

the "rest of the dead!" shall arise in like bodily sense at the end of

the thousand year period. But no such a resurrection is mentioned. The
general resurrection of verse 13 is pictured as including both the
righteous and the wicked for the prophet sées a1l the dead”, not the
living of a first bodily resurrection plus the "rest of the dead.," If
the passage speaks first of all of the spiritual resurrection of martyrs,
it has been suggested by Albert Barnes that the "rest of the dead" refers
vo the rest of the Christian dead.l The meaning would then be that

martyrs were given special recognition afier death, and figuratively
speaking, it was as 1T the obthers were not raised. Then the

Tirst re-
surrection (vv. 5b-6) would include both the resurrection of the martyrs
and the rest of the Christian dead who shall live at the end of the
Thousand years. Such an interpretation would be in harmony with the
fact that Revelation addresses itself especially to the encouragement

.

of the faithful in a2 time of persecution.
h. Redeemed Again Subjected to Ivil

-

Lange's view demands that the saints who were seen in chapter

* & 8 o & @

1. John Peter Lange, The Revelation of John, p. 352.
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7 as triumphant with Christ in glory shzll once more live on this earth
and be subject to witness the power of Satanic force at work in their
society. In fact, this force shall finally endanger thelr very lives,
for why should Satan's érmy march against the saints if there was no
hope of overcoming them in battle. iaybe Lange is wrong in identifying
the maertyrs resurrected in verse b with the "saints" encamped in verse
9. The latter may refer to the Clhristians living at the time of the
second advent. If that be so, the last revolt of Satan described in
verses 7-10 might be another apocalyptical picture of the great appstécy

and the coming of the man of sin shoritly before the second advent.

i. Heaning of the IHllennium

Lange says that the thousand years represents a middle domain
of judgment upon the human race as extant at the parousia. It isa time
of heavenly instruction and discipline upon the race as it shares in
the cosmic metamorphosis. Yet Lange's millennial idea hardly does Jus—
tice to such a lof{y concept and ﬁakes it rather meaningless since it
accomplishes nothing permanent. The nations living on earth during
this time are not iruely dravm to God during this time. A world which
revolts against the rule of Christ after experiencing its blessing for
a millenmium can hardly be said to share in a cosmic metamorphosis. To
draw the philosophical cogcept of a transition period between time and
ebernity from this passage, in which Charles IErdman says the meaning of
the millennium is rather incidental to the doom of Satan,l is a question-
able procedure. This is doubly true since this passage alone in Scrip-

ture may be interpreted as foretelling a millennium. The strongest

1. Charles R. Erdman, The Revelation of John, p. 1lhl.
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philosophical argument for a millennium might be that by having & per-
iod in which Christ reigned supremely over the nations, after which they
still refused to yield to Him, the final doom of the wicked would be

Justified and God's judgment of sinful man would be fully vindicated.

5, Conclusion

An examinabion of Lange's interpretation of Revelation sug-
gesté‘the following conclusions: 1) The strength of his view lies in
that it takes what appears on the surface to be the most obvious inter-
pretation of Scripture. 2) If Lenge is right in his interpretation that
Revelation 19:11-20:15 is chronologically developed, his position becomes
acceptable. 3) Lange takes the questionable procedure of making Revel-
ation 20:1~10 the touchstone to interpret the rest of Scripture. L) In
insisting on a chronological development of Revelation 19:11-20:15, he
does questionable justice to the cyclical nature of apocalyptic prophecy,
especially since his view forms the basis of an interpretation which is
not directly substantiated in all of Scripture. 5) Lange's literal in-
terpretation of the passage should not be insisted upon due to the high-
1y symbolic character of the Apocalypse. It results in conclusions
which are hard to reconcile with other Scri@ture. 6) As a transition
period of judgment, Lange's millennium is not very satisfactory philo-

sophically since its:results are quite transitory.
F. Suggestions for s Sound Interpretation of the Ifillennial Problem

1. Suggested Interpretation of the Crucial ifillennial Passage

An evaluation of the interprevation,of the major Scriptural
apocalypbic passages by historical premillennial commentators lead re-
peatedly to the fact that the interpretation of Revelation 20 is crit-

ical in determining the acceptability of that eschatological view. The
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critique of Lange}s interpretation of Revelation has suggested an in-
terpretation of Revelation 19:11-20:15 vhich will not violate the apoc-
alyptical nature of the passage, and yet interpret it in harmony wifh
other passages of Scripture which do not seem to indicate in their text
a‘millennial reign or Christ on earth after the second comiﬁg. This
interpretation in its major features is held by Charles Erdmanl and
Wlliam Eﬁilligan.2 Calvin suggests its basic tenant when he says that
the millennial period is concurrent with the present age of the Church.
An acceptance of the interpretation of thé millennial passage suggested
here leads one to accept the amillennial position seen in t he rest of
Scripture by John Calvin, for the preceding study has shown that non-
disoensational preﬁillennialism,must make its appeal for validity upon
an interpretation of ¥ his passage. .

A brief summary of the interpretation of the passage suggested
by an evaluation of Lange'!s view thereof includes in it +three movements.
i) Chapter 19:11-21 presents a first plcture of the second coming of
Christ to destroy the beast, the false'prophet and his followers. The
passage: comprises a complete vision in itself. 2) Revelation 20:1-10
presents a second aspect of the coming of Christ, emphasizing the de--
stnuction of Satan. This vision does not follow chronologically the
vision closing chapber 19 but is parallel to it. The destruction of
Satan is pfesented in two stages. Verses 1-3 picture the binding of
Satan accomplished by Christ at His first advent. Verses li-5 present

a parenthetical picture to comfort the martyr saints of the Christian

era which is expressed symbolically as a thousand years. These saints

lc Ibid.’ ppo 139“1.53-
2. ¥Hilliam iilligan, The Revelation of St. John, pp. 193-233.



reign with Christ in glory. The second and final stage in the destruc-
tion of Satan comes at the second advent when his last supreme revolt

is crushed, vv. 7-10. 3) Chapter 20:11-15 presents a third picture of
the judgment at the second advent. Though it speaks of the judgment of
boththe righteous and the wicked, the thought is centered on the doom
of the wicked. The righteous are not actually judged here. Rather}than
that, their righteousness is vindicated in the sight of the whole uni-
verse. The passage speaks of a universal resurrection and resulits in
the final destruction of death and its consequences, completing the
triumph of Christ. The new heavens and the new earth then become a

reality.
2. Basic Eschatological Truths

a. Events Precediﬁg the Second Advent
The historic premillennialists used in this study place a
proper Biblical emphasis and interpretation upon two -events which shall
precede the return of Christ. Israel as a nation shall yet accept sal-
vation. Just how closely this is related to the éecond coming is dif-
ficult to say. This is a truth taught in both the 0ld and Wew Testaments
which Calvin fails to see. A second event which shall precede the sec-
ond coming of Christ is the arrival of a personal Antichrist. This, too,

is a truth which Calvin fails to emphasize.

b. The Fact of the Second Coming of Christ
Both of the millennial views considered in this study make
central the fact of the personal second advent of Christ at the end of
this age. Neither Calwvin nor the historic premillennialists studied in
any way spiritualize this return, though Calvin does not do justice to

it in some of the Old Testament passages used. It shall be personal,
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physical, and visible and shall institute the final judgment. Jesus
Christ shall once more break into human.history‘in a personal way,

and the Church must hold itself in conétant readiness for that appear-
ance and work with all its Cod-given power to evangelige the world to

prepare men for that coming.

c. The Resurrection of the Body
Both of the eschatological views used in this study place a

Biblical emphasis upon the resurrection of the body. Though the pre-
‘millennial view may not be correct in its belief concerning a future
earthly millennium, it at least places a special emphasis upon the
great truth that the Christian’s future eternal existence shall not be
ethereal, bodyless, and vapor-like , as is so often imagined by earnest
Christians. In the new heaven and the new earth which awaits believers,
there shall be an existence in a resurrected spiritual body which is so

real that it may be described in terms of temporal existence.

d. The Final Judgment and the Bternal State
The historical premillennialists as well as Calvin insist up-
on the coming of a final climactic judgment at the end of the world
when all mankind shall see the vindication of the righteous judgment of
God over both the righteous and the wicked. = This judgment shall usher

in the new heaven and the new earth in which the eternal Kingdom of

God shall be a reality.

3. Conclusion
Both the amillennial and the non-dispensational premillennial
views of the millennial problem doubtlessly raise difficulties of inter-

pretation. A comparative evaluation of the exposition of the major



apocalyptic passages by representatives of these contrasting views
leadsone to the coficlusion that basically Calvin's amillennial position
is the more satisfactory and raises the least difficulty. The basic
reasons upon which such a conclusion is based are found in the conclu-
sions to the major sections of this chapter and need not be reneated
here.

One rmst approach the millennial problem with an open, unpi-

the Scriptures speak for itself

ased mind, and a determination t

i

o]
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and interpreb itself. To brin ng any preconceived ideas to a passage of
Scripture will result in faulty exegesis. In a study of the millennial
problem, it is not only a question in the final analysis as to whether |
Revelation 20 shall intervpret the rest of scripture or whether the rest
of Scripture shall interpret Revelation 20. The final question concerns

EN

the correct interpretation of that passage itself, for Revelation 20

fte

mst not be misinterpreted to correspond with the rest of Scripture.

v

This chapter has pointed out the differences between the amil-
lemnial eschatology of Calvin and the non-dispensational premillemnial
viewpoint presented by MNagelsbach, Pusey, Lange, Godet, and Alford.

An evaluation of the interpretation of key apocalyptic passages by
these men shoved the strength and wealmesses of their views,and pointed
toward the validity of Calvin's basic position. A final section of the

chapter dealt with suggestions for a sound interpretation of the millen-

nial problem,
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CHAPTER IV
GEHERAL SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

A. Sumary

The purpose of this study was to present the interprevation
of the major apocglyptic passages of Scripture by representative amil-
lennial and non-dispensational premillennial commentators with & view
toward comparison of their interpretations. The technique was to list
the important avocalypltic passages in both the Old and New Tesbtaments
and to record first the amillennial and then the non—diépensational
premillennial interpretation of them. For the amillennial viewpoint,
presented in the first chapter, the commentaries of Johm Calvin were
used. The second chapter, which presented the non-dispensational pre-
millennial viewpoint, included the works of such men as Carl Nagelsbach,
_E. B. Pusey, John P. Lange, F. Godet, and Henry Alford.

“The third chavber contained a comparative evaluation of the
interpretations presented in the preceding two chapters. It closed
with 2 section in which considerations for a sound interpretation of

the millennial problem were suggested.

B. Conclusion

This study has shovm that the interpretations of both of the es-
chatological views presented have a contribution to make tovward escha-
tological thinking. Historic premillennialism and amillennialism hold
mich in common. Both of them present the vital truths of Scripture re-
garding the second coming of Christ and the judgment of this world.

Their one basic point of disagreement is as to whether or not the sec-—
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ond coming of Christ shall be succeeded by an earthly millemnium dur-
ing which Christ and His saints will rule the earth. A comparative
examination of the passages interpreted indicated one major fault on

he part of the historic premilliennial school. With the exception of

ct

Pusey, they insisted in reading into the various passages of Scripture
the concept of an earthly millennium in spite of the fact that the pas-

sage in question gave no indication in its text of such a millennial

fan3

period. It was found that of the passages studied, the only one which
truly had in it the possible concept of a millennium was Revelation 20.
John Calvin, representing the amillennial viewpoint, interpreted the
passages in their most natural way in regard to the possibility of a
millennium. His greatest shortcoming was a tendency to spiritualize

and generalize certain passages dealing with Israel and the coming of

Antichrist.

3

s true that the interpretation of Revelation 20 is

ct

Thas, it |
the nexus about which a solution to the millennial guestion revolves.

A study of iange's interoretation of the millennial passage leads the
auvhor to feel that when Lange'!'s interpretation is compared with the
rest of Scripture, and considered in the light of the nature of apoca-
lyptic literature, it fails to present & correct interpretation of the
passage. Objections can certainly be raised to the cyclical-spiritual
interpretation presented as an alternate to lange's view. The individ-
nal will need to weigh the evidence for himself and make his owm deci-
sion. The fact that the millennium is mentioned only in Revelation 20
must make even the historical nremillennialist realize that his doc-
trine, if true, is one of minor import to eschatology, since only here
in Revelation 20 is it mentioned. The information given regarding it

is so limited that if one would develon the doctrine, he is driven to
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speculation.
The writer feels strongly that the millennial question should

never be used to divide the Church of Jesus Christ into two camps, each

of which accuses the other of z dishonest approach to the ‘iord of God.
The solution to the problem lies in a spirit of tolerance and mutual
understanding, with a realization that there are far greater issues
fac i-g the Church today then the problem of a future millennium. Our
task lies in & positive emphasis on world evangelism, looking forward
to the "blessed hope'! of Christ's return when the Kingdom of God shall
be perfected. Continued searching of the Seriptures regarding the
whole question of eschatology may develon more of a spirit of tolerance
than of dogmatism. That this is true is seen in the writings of Henry
Alford. Commenting on his interpretation of Matthew 25 (in the sixth
edition of his cormentary), Alford breathes the gentle spirit of a
true Christian and a thorough scholar when he states:
T thought it proper to state in the third editvion, that I did not
feeW by any means that full confidence which I once did, in the
exegesis, quoad prophetical interpretation, given of the three
portvions of this chap. xxv. But I had no other system to substi-:
tute: and some of the points here dwelt on seemed Lo me as weighty
as ever. I very much questioned vhether the thorough study of
Scripture prophecy would not melke me more and more distrustiul of

all human svsteﬁgtizing, and less willing to hazard strong asser-
vion on any portion of the subject.

1. Henry Alford, The Greek Testament, Vol. I, p. 257.
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