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INTRODUCTION

I. A OUTLINE OF THE PROBLEM

Religious edueation, in recent years has been "coming into its
own". lany factors in the situation cenfroﬁting iﬁhriea today, have
combined to stimmlate on all sides the demand for more religious edu-
cation. One way through which the chureh has snswered this demand is
the Week Day Chureh Sohool. Recent developments have been of unques~
tioned importance. It is our purpose to find out what the Week Day
Chmrch Schools are doings As it is impossible in this study to make
an extensive gurvey, we shall restrict our problem to & survey of
those Week Day Church Schools in Brooklyn which are assisted by the
Brooklyn Federation of Chursehes., Our purpose will be to diseover what
is being done in this specific field to meet the need of our day. In
eonclusion, we shall endeavor to interpret and to make an eastimate of
our findings.

Be importance of the P. ,

There is an increasing interest in Week Day Church Schools today,
not only on the part of individual religious ieadars, bat also on the
part of the majority of the most prominent Protestant churches. In
fact, the need of religious education for the children of the United

States 1s belng realized on every hand by people in every sphere of



life. Hany are recognizing that if the education of the child is to
be complete, it is essential that he have mental, physieal, moral and

spiritual training. Since the state is spending millions of dollars
annually to educate the child mentally and physically, but is negleet~
ing to educats him morally and spirituallyltha Church is increasingly
awakenedgto its respomsibility. It seems important, therefore, that &
gurvey such ag this be made in order that we may learn to what extent
the Week Day Chureh Schoels in this partieunlar section of our country

are mesting the moral and spiritual needs of the child.

Before going any farther, it will be well to set forth clearly
what is meant by the term, Wesk Day Ckmrch School. The church school
is the organigation through which the entire educational program of
the e¢hurch is administered.a As generally earried out, this includes
geveral units. It is our purpese in this study to confine our inter-
ests to one of these units, namely, the Week Day Church Schoole This
does not inelude the vacation chureh school, which meets during the
sumner monthse. Nelther does it include the pwochiél school, which
provides secular as well as religious training. The parochial school
takes the child from the publie schoole The Week Day Church School
in soms instances, takes the child from the public school for a few
hours & week, but generally holde 1ts classes after school hours. Nor
does our study include the leadership training school, which is ealled
"school of religious education®. Such schools are of & vocational

(XXX TR X2 J

1. Sf. Getty, Lois, The Bible in the Public Schools, DPe4.
2. Cf. Proposed Standard for the Weekday Church School, De4.



nature, snd are for adults rgther than ochildren. Finally, we do not
include the Bible-study-for-credit in the high schools.’

"The Week Day Church School is an essentisl part of the education-
al prom of the cburch and carried on under the direction of & local
church or the churches of a commmnity associated together in a couneil
of religious edm&tien."z Week Day Church Schools are held on the reg-
ular school days of the bweek. Some are held on Saturdaygs, butkthia
is the exception rather than the rule. They are in session during
the publiec school year and not during the vssation months. Some are
 conducted on "released time® which means that various groups of pupils
are released from the public school at different hours throughout the
day. Some are conducted on "dismissed time", which means that the en-
tire school or grade is dismissed at & certain period. The majority
of schools, however, are held in free time, or hours outside of the
publis school period.3 This last is the ecase in Brooklyn, where the
children are neither released nor diamisgsed from the public sehool for
religious instruetion.

Waék Day Church Schools are generally held in churehes or in build-
ings that are owned or rented by the Week Day eimreh School Board. Some
schools are financed by the loeal chureh, and others by a group of
churehese Sometimes the communities share in the expense. Some of
the schools are carried on by & specially appointed board or eouneil
whieh is responsible for appointing the teachers, setting up the pro-

esessee

1. Cf. Lots, Philip Henry, Current Week Day Religious Education,p.22.
2. Froposed Standard for the Weekday Churéh School, Peéde
3e 1Dbide pebBos



gram, and providing for the plaece of meetings. The teachers are gen-
erally Public School teachers, pastors, directors of religious educa~-

tion, Sabbath School teachers, or members of the church. The attendw
ance of the child is not compulsory, but he ls expected to attend reg-
ularly.

Week Day Church Schools, them, are instrueting eenters of reli-
gious education for echildren, conducted during the week as supplemen=

tary to the instruction given on Sabbath,.

8ince, of neceasity, our study mmust be restristed to a limited
field, and since 1ut would be almost lmpossible to obtain information
about all of the Week Day Church Schools im Brooklyn, we shall arbie.
trarily limit ourselves to those schools which in some way have come
uader the :sypervision of the Brooklyn Federation of Churches. In
the fall of 1930 one hundred ten Week Day Church Schools reported te
the Department of Religious Bdusation of the Brooklyn Federation of
Churches. lIt is these schools, then, that shall conatitute the sube

ject of our research.

Various sources of information have been utilized in the process
of this study. Conferences were held with Miss Dorothy Collins, As~
sociate Diresctor of the Department of Religious Education of the
Brooklyn Federation of Chmrch. Matorial was received from the Brook-
lyn Federation of Churches, The International Council of Religious
Bdusation, The National Reform Associstion, Board of Christian Biues=

(XA R XX R X ]

1. Cf. Year Book 1930-31 Brooklyn Federation of Churches, Ps+32.



tion of the Presbyterian Church. Various books and magsazines were gon-
sultede 4nd, finally, visits were made to some of the Week Day Chursh
Schools for the prupose of obtaining the following informations enroll-
ment, aversge attendance, organization into classes and departments,
personnel of groups as to home background and church relationship, pro-
vision for worship, provision for instrustion, coorslation with the
Sabbath School lesson, provision for expression, provision for recre@s
tion, the sigze and quality of the teaching staff, and the relation of

the achool to the Brooklyn Federation of Churches.
II. THE BACKGROUND OF THE FROBLEM

Before we study the Week Day Church Schools of Brooklym, it is our

purpose to study the history and present status of the Week Day Chureh

Sehool movement.

It is important that we consider the conditions existing before the
development of the Week Day Church School, in regard to the place rell~
gion had in edncation, and it is also important that we consider the
origin of the Week Day Chmrch School. It is with the first phase of

the problem that we aré now concerned.

The builders of our nation inscluded religion in edw-

ucation. The Ordinanece of 1787, for example, whieh was pasgsed by Con~

groess to control the Northwest Territory says,

*"Religion, morality and knowledge, being necessary to good governw



ment and to the happiness of mankind, achools and the meané of educsa~
1

tion =hall forever be encouraged”. In consequence of this attitude on

the part of lesders, not only was religion included in the school pro=

gram, but it was made the hsart and center of all that was done.

All the schools were religious. "The New England
Primer® was the text book for reading in the American schools for one
Mndred and fifty years. It was almost entirely made up of the Bible,
the catechism, and other moral instruetion. 2Threugh the colonial perw
iod this book and the Bible were supreme in the ac:]:u:mil.a.5 Boah Webster
spoke of the schools of} Connecticut just before the Rewvolution,
"When I was young the books used were chiefly or wholly Dilworth's

4

spelling books, the Psslter, the Testament and the Bible®, Horace

¥ann, & lawyer, the father of American public education in 1848 said,
"ioral education 1s a primal necessity of social ex‘lstenée. This
grand result in practical morals... can never be attained without re-
ligious education®.®  He also stated,
#I suppose thére is not, at the present time (1848) & single town

6
in the commonwealth in whose schools the Bible is not readn.
[ FE XN RN N |

1. 4 Brief on "Religious Public Education as the Solution of the Crime
Problem. (Presented to President Hoover's Crime Commission by the
Kational Reform Association, Pittaburgh, Pa.) P.3.

2. Cf. Lotz, Philip Henry, Current Week-day Religious Education, p.l9

3+ Cfs A Brief on Religious Public Education as the Solution of the
Crime Problem, pi3.

4, Ibid, p«3.

B« 1bidy pede

6. Ibid, p.5.



'(1). ration © Church and tate
It is svident, from the above, that religion was a
vital part of education. Vhen our forefathei‘s provided for the separ-
ation of church and state, they desired that no one religion ghould be
given an advantage over another through governmental favore. Only twe
items in our E‘eéeral Gonstitution have & bearing on this sub§ ects The
latter part of Glausé 3, &riicle VI ofTur constitution, declares,

"Ho religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to any
office or public trust under the United States".l The Pirst smendment
has the following statements

"Congresgs shall make no law respeeting an establishment of reli-

2 Our fathers d4id

gi:on, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof%.
not realize that the plan they were proposing would result in a come
plete secularization of education in schoecls under public schaai con~
trol. Religion and education were so interwoven, that they ecould harde-
ly conceive of it otherwises This was true in dmerica for many years.
Only 1little by little did the American people begin to realize that re-
ligion and education could be geparated. Gradually the schools became
more and more under public conirel. The state assumed more responsiw

bility in eduecation, and the schools became less religious and more seoe-

nlarized.

This separation became more and more marked until,
(I E NN ER N ]

1. Squires, Walter Albion, Bducstional Hovements of To=Day, P73
2. Sguires, Wslter Alvion, Educational Movements of To-Day, P.73.



about 1870, the Binle was excluded from most schools. There was a
change in custom, but not in law, for there had been no definite law
in our Constitution which sald that religion should be in the schools.
Heither was thers, on the other hsnd, & Federal law whieh shut the
Bible out of the schoolse This also was merely a matter of custom.
Thig was acoomplished through the influence of misgulded ehurch peo=
ple, atheists and allien elements, and the majority of Chrigtians did
not realize the danger until it was too late.}: Since problems conecernw
ing the separation of churech and state have come to have mmech to do
with education, several states have pagsed laws or sdded éther provi=-
sions to their eonstitutions to safeguard public edueation from see-
tarian 1nf1ueneea.z

¢. The Situat ,
(1). Bealizatio the Need for

Heligioug BEdueation

Since the Blble was &zcluded from the puplieschools
about sixty years ago, Bible teaching and moral training have been
largely lacking in our publie schools. A4s & result, seven out of avery
ten peoplé under twenty-five years of age in the United States receive
no systematic moral and religious instruction. This may help explain
the fact that seventy-five perecent of our crimes are committed by peo=-
ple under twenty-five yaara.z Of this situstion, Walter 5. Athearn,

former Dean of Boston University School of Religious Zducation and Sg=-

A N AL R W ]

1. Cf, Getty, Lols, The Bible in the Public Schoocls, DPe3=4

2. Cf. Squires, Walter Albion, Educational iMovements of To-Day

3. C£. Dill, Lueills, Dereliets, pe 258, The Covenanter Witness,
Oetober 15, 1930.



cial Serviece, said,

*hen belief in a personal God fades from the life of a people, the
erimé rate will increase eerrespondingly".l Others have sounded forth
the same warning, and gradually there hsé been an awak_ening.. Within
the last thirty years the thinking people of America have realized to
some extent at least, the need for religious edueation.

(2). Attempts to Solve the Problem

Because of this realization, the leading Protestanﬁ
denominations have endeavored to provide for the child's needs through
the vacation church schoole The Daily Vacation Bible School movement
was lnaugurated in 190l. About & decade later the Bible~study-forwcre-
dit movement came inﬁo being, but its progress has not been so success~
ful as the vaecation ehurch school.a A few Week Day Church Schools were
establighed as early as 1909, but it was not until 1921 that a rapid

development began to take plaee.s

An outstanding experiment in week-~day religious education was
ingugurated at Gary, Indisna, in 1913. Soperintendent William Wirt,in
charge of the public school system, believed that it was the duty of
goeclety to provide & program for the whole 1ife of the ehild. He
therefore offersd to releage pupils to the churches for the purpose of
receiving religious instruction. . He succeeded in getting the coop-
eration of the ministers of the town, #nd in the fall of 1914 wesk-day
religlous e&uﬁation'ms initiated. For five years the schools were

(AR N AR X J

1. 0peit p. 258.

e Ufs Lotz, Philip Henry, Current Week~day Beligious Eduecation,
Pe 32~303e

3. Cf. Cope, Henry F. Wesk-Day Heligious Zducation, p.7.
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denominational in type, but later five churches united to form & com
munity system of week-day schoolse. Thy Gary vlan, as it 1s now known,
recogniges the importance of religious education as a part of the
child's whole education, and offers the churehes opportunity to pro-
vide for it during the school hours.l Van Wert, Ohlo adapted the Gary
pian to & rural comuni_ty of eight thousand. The school authorities
and citizens saw the value of the work and arranged for & continuous
schedule of classes for the Bible teagher. as for the music or art
taaehar.z The plan in Batavia, Illinois, differs to some extent from
the other two. It might be o&lled the denominational plan, for ths
pastor or representative instructs the children in his own chureh.

The children are released from the publie sehool in successive groups
of two grades at a time., The classes mest every Thursday of the schodl
year for an hour of religious instruetion.s Spreading thms, from church

to church and from town to town, Week Day Church Schools heve continued

to grow, and today they hold an important place in Religious edusation.

411 of the major Protestant dénemin&tions in the United States,
as has beexi sald, are engaged in the promotion of Week Day Church |
Schools. Several denominations have appointed directors of week-day
religious eduecation. GCourses in this work are offered in our colleges
and universities. Some students from our colleges and seminaries are

seneO e

1. ¢f. Lotz, Philip Henry, Current Week-day Religious Edueatiom,

Pe I2=33e
2. Cf., Lotz, Philip Henry, Current Week-Day Religious Education,p. 37.
. 3« 1bid, pe 38.
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teaching in VWeek ﬁay Church 8chools. In soms places the public schools
are cooperating in granting released time. Conventions and‘éonfaraneea
are occasionally held for the purpose of stimaulating interest and giv-
ing impetus to Week Day Ghurch Schools. &s & result of deepened lnter-
est, an increasing number of books and pamphlets have been written om
this subjeet., These in turn lead to further intersst.
2. lts Scope

The spread of the lovement has not only been rapid, but far
reachingl Week IDay Church Schools are now to be found in cities, towns
and rural districts. The children enrolled are of many races. Some
have no connection with amy church. The majority of the pupils are of
elementary grades. There are probably twelve hundred Week Day Chureh
Schools in the United States, and an eanrollmeant of one hundred thousand
pupils. The Movement ls growing so rapidly that it is diffieult to
got exact figures. In some of the cities there are from 3,000 to 13,000
children enrolled. Some of the larger cities are Wichits, Kansgas City,
Gary, Toledo, and Dayton. Elght states have asked their legislatures to
grant time out of the regular school period for religious instructione.
Some states have taken favorable aation.l Thersfore, it may be conclud=
ed that there is continuous progress in the Week Day Church School Hove-
ment.

Since, as a background for our study, we have reviewed the condi~-
tions leading up to the development of the Week Day Church Schools, the
origin and the present status of the Week Day Church Schools, we shall

now proceed with our investigation of the Week Day Church Schools in

Brooklyn.

AR R XN NN

l. Cf. Young, T. Basil, The Week Day Church School in New York State,
p. 7-8 '
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CHAPTER I
AN ANALYSIS OF THE VARIQUS TYPES OF
WEEK DAY CHURCH SCHOQLS IN BROOCELIN

There are three general typres of Week Day Church Schools in
Brooklyn. They include the denominational or individual chureh type,
the individual ohurch~gooperating type, and the interdenominational

or interdenominational=cooperating type.

I. DENOMINATIONAL, OR INDIVIDUAL CHURCH TYPE

The first type of Weak Day Church School in Brocklyn is the de-
nominational or individual. It is one in whieh the Week Day Ghmreh
School 1s a part of the program of the individual local church, withe
out cooperation with other churches, unless they be of the same denom- ‘
imtien.l Its organigzation, course of study, amd supervision, and
anything that has to do with the Waeklhy Cmreh Schocl are under the
control of this partisular chureh. However, other churches of thig
denomination may unite in econdueting the schoole Thisg does not change
the type of sehoole It 1s still denominational. 4lthough this‘ type
of Week Day Church School is under the control of a certain demonina-

[ EX X XN ¥ J

1, Gf. Settle, Myron C. The Week-day Church School, BRdusational Bul-
letin, Rumber 601, p. 10.
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tion, the children snrolled may be of sny demomination or ereed.

During 1929=30 eight denominational Week Day Church Schools rew
ported to the Department of Religious Education of the Brooklyn Fe~
deration of mmrches'l Since theae schools serve thomselves, and are
independent of other chureches, the Department of Religious REducation

agsumes very little responsibility on their behslf.

The people within the denomination &re responsible for orgeni-
zing this type of Week Day Church School. Of the eight schools which
reperted in 1929-30, seven pawtors and one director of religious edu

3 The organization of

ocation were regponsible for the adminisgtration.
this type is simple, in that there are fewer people concerned, and in
that the control of the school is dependent on the onme churche Chart
number one is an illustration of the organization of the denominational
type of Week Day Church School.

' CHART 1.

ORGANIZATION OF IENOMINATIONAL TYPE OF
WEEK DAY CHURCH SCHOOL

LEGEND

Tw~Teachars
P-~Pupils

[ EEEENNN ]

l. C£, Yesr Book 1930-31 Brooklyn Federation of Churches, pl29.

2. Above information was secured from Miss Dorothy Collins, Associate
Director of the Departmeni of Religious Education of the Brooklyn
Federation of Chmrches.



14

D, Estimate of This Type

Baech of the types of Week Day Chureh Schools has its own advan-
tages,and disadvantages. It ié our purpose to find out wherein they
have the same advantages and disadvantages, and to find out wherein
they differ, and as far as possible to see which has the greatest
number of strong points.

1. Lts Advagtageg

Phe denominational Week Day Church School has certain advanw
tages which are listed belows
1. Opportunity for making the Week Day Church School a part
of the whole program of thé ghurch.
2. Posslbility of correlating the Sabbath School and Week Day
Chnreh School programs
3. Opportunity for ;ceaching the church's doctrines
4. Opportunity for more mtmm felleﬁship between workers
and ehildren.
5. ¥ore interest manifested by the members of the local shursh
6+ No delay in beginning, because independent of other churches
7. Simplieity of organization
8. Bimplicity of control
2. 1tg Disadventages
The disadvantgges of the denominational Week Day Church Sehool
are listed belows
1. Distribution of sshools inadequate
2. Loss of time due to distance between the church and the

publie school
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3« Ineffectivenesa of appeal to the public school boards

4. Pailure to reach a large number of children |

5¢ Usual limitation in choice of teaschers to its own denomina=

tion |
6. Tendency to have untrained tesechers
7. Tendency to emphasigze sectarian doctrines
One of the greatest advantages of ‘tbe denominational Week Day

School is the possibility of unifying the church's program. Correlation
between the Sabbath School lesson and the Week Day School lesson is then
possible. It provides extension of time to the 1imited amount of time
glven to the Sabbath School lessone This ig certainly an advantage to

take into eonsideration. However, there are certgin Wmntagea which

oall forth our attention. When the publie school is not in sympathy

with the Week Day Chureh School, it is very difficult to secure a.largo_‘
_number of children for‘ the enrollment. It is sometimes difficult for

cone church to appeal to the publie sehool and get results. The geogra=
phie situation is oftem a problem to this type of sehool, for the church
and public schools may be long distances apart. It, thereofore, mekes it
diffieult for children to get to their own Week Day Church Schools after
the public school is closed. If our goal is correlation of the church's
program for the ehildren who attend, then thls type h&é the possibility

of reaching that purposes, If our aim is to reach & lsrge number of

children this type of school has falled to a largecextent in that respect.

I, THE INDIVIDUAL CHURCH-COOPERATING TYPE

A. Brief History of Thig Type

The second type of Week Day Chmreh School 1s the individual churche
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ecooperating type. The schools of thisg type in Brooklym hsd‘ their be-
ginnings s'sljunior missionary societies, Epworth lLeaguses, and other vourg
pespresgroups. Some of these schools have been in operation since 1918,
Among the organizations instrumental in founding these schools were

the locsl churches and the Protestant Teachers Assoeiation.l This As~
gociation is an organization of 5,133 members whose purpose is to pro-
mote the religious and moral welfare of the children of New York. At
the present, it is financing and superviging twenty-seven VWesk Day

2
Cmrch Schools in Greater New York.

The Individual Ghuroh-Cocperating type of Wesk Day Church School
is similér to the Denominational type of school in that each school is
controlled by its own denomination. In addition, in this seeond type
of school, there is set up an advisory council, namely, the Department
of Religious Education of the Brooklyn Federation of Churches. This De-
partment of Religious Eéucation represents the churches in mattersg deél-—
ing with the publie schools, suggests curricula to be used in the schools,
sets up standards of educational quélification& for teachers, and su-
pervises the work of the individual schools by teachers' confersnces and

by personal visits to ths schoolse

C. I tent o Type

Thig type of Week Day Church School has been in operation in Brook-

(A AR NN X NS

le &bove information was secured from Hiss Dorothy CGollins, Asscciate
Pirector of the Department of Religious Zducation of the Brooklym
Pederation of Churches.

2. Cf. The Protestant Teachers Association of New York City, Ince.
Spring News Letter, March, 193l.
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1yn sinee 1918. During the year 1926-27 fourteen schools reported to
the Department of Religious Education; in 1927-28, fifteen schools; in

1928-?29, seventeen schools; and in 1929-30, there were twenty schools

1
in this group.

Each school of this type orgenizes its school after the order of
the denominational type. Then these cooperating churches of the dif-
ferant denominations eome under the same Department of Heligious Zdu=
cations Chart number two represents ths organigation of this type of
Week Day Church School. Table number one gives the number of churches
and Week Day Charch Sehools represented by the various denominations
for the year 1929-30.

B. 4p Bstimate of This Type
It is now our purpose to study the advantages and the disadvanta-
ges of the individual church-cooperating type.
1. 1ts Advantages
This second type of Week Day Church Schools has the advanta~-
ges listed for the denominational tgype of Week Day Church School. In
addition the following the following may be added:
1. United effert in dealing with the public school boards
2+ Opportunity to inecrease the spirit of gooperation among
the ehurches
3e Possibility of more children enrolling

4+ Opportunity for the ochild to realize the cocoperation which

exists belwean the publie school and the churches

[ AR RN N RS

1. Above loformation secured from Miss Dorothy Gollins, Beligious Zdu-
cation of the Brooklyn Federation of Churches.
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ORGANIZATION OF INDIVIDUAL CHURCH-GOOPERATING

TYPS OF WEZK DAY CHURCH SCHOG

—

Department of Religious Zduecation

LEGEND
H B Ch=-Church
Lwm=Toachers
Ch.| |Gk [CI P---Pupils
: Be==Baptist
Ce=~Congregational
Le~=Lutheran
H,-=ethodisgt
Pew-Pregsbyterian
B,~-~Episcopal
Co==Christian
E.-=-Bvangelical
Re-=Reformsd
TABLE 1
CONGHREGATIONS AND WEEEK DAY CHURCH SCHOOLS
REPRESENTED IN 1929=-30
No. Schools

Baptist 6 6

Congregationsl 1 1

Lutheran 3 3

Mothodist 2 2

Presbyterian 3 3

Episcopsal 2 2

Christian 1 1l

Bvangelieal 1 1 :

Reformed 1 1

Total 20 20
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5. Provision for a more uniform currioulum among the denomin-
ations
.6+ Provision for better educational standards
2. 1ts Disadvantagesg

This type of Week Day Church School has &ll the disadvantages
listed for the denominational type of shool, with the exeeption that
it can mske & stronger appeal to the publie schoel board because of itg
cooperation with the other denominations. Although the Department of
Religious Education may advise in regard to currieulum, edusationali = -
standards for tesehers, and aid in other ways, it cannot emforee a highe
er grade of work.

The individual~sooperating type of Wesk Day Chureh School has the
advantages of the denominational type of Week Day Church School in that
it can have a unified shurch program, and teach its own aoctrines;'lt
also has the opportunity for cocoperationm with other denominations, How-
ever, it has many of the disadvantages of the denominational type of
school in that it fails to reach many of the children who are not econe

nected with any church, and in that distance sometimes prevents child-
ren from going from the publis school‘to the Week Day Qburch School.
Although the advantages and the disadvantages of the first and the sec~
ond types of Week Day Chureh Schools are similar in many respects, it
is felt that the second type is better fitted to establish cooperation

not only between the churshes, but between the public sechools and the

churchesge

1il. THE INTERDENOMINATIONAL, OR

INTER DENOMI NATI ONAL-COOPERATING TYPE
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The third type of Week Day Church School is the interdenomination-
al type. Schools of this type began in Brocklym in 1920. Such schools
were founded by the Protestant Teachers Association which not only
gave voluntary teaching service, but also supplied funds te support a
supervisor. Some years later, at the recommendation of the Protestant
Teachers Lsaaaiauon, the Department of Religious Education of the
Brooklyn Federation of Churches was organized. The two orgenizatioms
have coopersted in establishing many of ths interdenominational type
of Week Day Church Schools. At the present time, the Department of
Religious Education is graduslly becoming more active in securing paid
workers for the Week Day Church Sochools. The Protestant Teachers As-

sociation continues to supply teachers and to give generous finaneial

This type of school is strioctly interdemominational. It 1s adw
ministered by the Depariment of Religious Edncation. To this aghoal
come &1l the children of & given district whose parents desire them
to attend. The Week Day Clmroh School is hai& in one of the Churches
of this distriot. It is gemerally near the publie school or schools
in the district. In some of the publie schools an ammouncement is made
. regarding the meeting of the Week Day Chmrch Schools. Some of the pub-
lic school teachers take the pupils from the public school to the Week
Day Church School. Such cooperation depends upon the attitude of the
public school to the Week Day Church School.

0000 S O

1. Above information was secured from Miss Dorothy Collins, Asscciate
Director of the Department of Religious Eduecation of The Brooklyn
Federation of Churches.
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C. The Extent of This Type

During the year 1929-30, there were sixty-four Week Day Church
Schools of the interdenominational type. The largest number of Week
Day Church Schools falls under this third type because it is of this
type only that the Department has complebe control,

D, The Organization of This Type

The Department of Religious Education of the Brooklyn Federation
of Churches has control of the organization of the Week Day Church
Schools of the third type. The method of organization is described
under the organization of ¥Week Day Church Schools in the chapier en-
titled, "A Study of the Role of the rederation of Churches in the

Week Day Church Schools of Brooklyn®, Chart number three illugstrates

CHART 3.

ORGANIZATION OF INTERDENCMINATIONAL
TYPE OF VWEEX DAY CHURCH SCHOOCL

LEGEND

Department of Religious Xducaiion

For |
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the organization of the third type of school. Table two gives the num~
ber of the churshes and Week Day Church Schools represented by the var-

ious denominations for the year 1929-30.

TABLE 2

DENOMINATIONS AND WEEK DAY CHURCH SCHOOLS
OF INTERDENOMINATIONAL TYPE REFRESEN

Denomination Hepresented Rumber of Homber of
n Chureches Schools
Baptist 1é 13
Congregational 8 5.
BEpiscopal FProtestant 18 ]
Evangelical 2 1
intheran 15 6
¥pthodist Episcopal 23 12
Presbyterian 17 9
United Fresbyterian 5 1
Reformed 19 5
Universalist 2 1l
Interdenominational 3 B
Christisn 1 3
Potal 120 64

E. An Estimate of This T
Since we bave studied the advantages and disadvantages of the first

and second types of Week Day Church Schools, 1t is now our psRpose to
study the strong and wesk points of the third type of Week Day Churgh
Sehool.

1. Its Advantages
Since the denominations are united in the interdenominational

type of Week Day Church School, this type basg certain advantages whieh
the other two do not have. It has soms of the same advantages &s the

seoond type of school. 3Some of the advantages common to the third type
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of Week Day Church School are listed below:

1.

Ze

S

4.

Se

6.

7.

8.

2. 1t

Opportunity for united effort in dealing with the publis
school

Larger number of educsationally trained teachers obtainable
Possibility of more paid teachers

Posslbllity of more conferences bfor the teachers

Provision in religious instruetion for the largest number
of children

Provision for more Week Day Church School eenters which are
available to the publie school children

Opportunity for increasing the spirit of cooperation in the
communi ty

Provision for a more uniform program among the denominations

advant

Although the interdenominational type of Week Pay Church School

has some real advantages, it is necessary also to consgider its dlsad-

vantages.

1.

2e

The following appear to be outstanding:
Ho opportunity for correlation between the Week Day Church
School, and other parts of the church's program
Possibility of the local church members to be less enthusi-
astie, and to feel less responsible in the iraining of

their own children

The outstanding advantages of the interdenominational type of Week

Day Church Sehool are the opportunity for a much larger enrollment

than is possible in the other types of schools, & higher educated tea-

ching: staff than is found in the other typew of schools, and the pos=



sibility for a more cooperative community spirit. With these is de~
sired a rezl interest on the part of the members of the church. Since
this is sometimes lacking in the loecal churches whose children are in
the interdenominational type of school, and since there cannot be a
unified local church program, it sppears that no one type is absolnte.
ly ideal. However, if the Week Day Church School is to be & part of
the child's life as the public school is a part of his life, it appears
that the third type of Week Day Church School is best suited to reach
the children of public school age.

Having studied the warious types of Week Day Church Schools in
Brooklyn, it is our purpose in the next chapter to study just what part
the Department of Religious Education of The Brooklyn Pederation of

Cmrches plays in these Week Day Church Schools.
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CHAPTER I *
A STUDY OF THE ROLE OF THE FEDERATION OF
CHURCHES IN THE WEEK DAY CHURCH SCHOOL MOVEMENT

OF EROQKLYN

Since our study is limited to these Week Day Church Schools in
Brooklyn which are in some way under the surveillance of the Depart= |
ment of Religious Education of the Brocklyn Federation of Churcheg,
and since this department has & vital part in the work of Week Day
Church Sehools in Brooklyn, it is important that we make & study of
this organization in eonneetion wi'th this surveye 1t is our purpose
to study the organization of this department, and its function in re-

lation to the Week Day Church Schools in Brooklyn.

I. THE ORGANIZATION OF 118 DiPARTHENT OF
RELIGIOUS EDUCGATIOR

4. Lts Exocutiveg

The Brooklyn Federation of Churches began its work in 1920.}@11@
exact date of the organization of the Department of Religious Educa-
tion is not availsble. 8Six yesrs ago, however, ¥r. J. H. Garpenter
be@ame the first Director of this department. The next year Misg
Dorothy Collins came as Associate Diredtor. Two years ago the Asgo=
ciate Director for Young Peoples' Activities was added to the staff.

There is also a general secretarye. This year there iz an additional
LE XY (A X R XY

l. Cf. Year Book 1930=-31 Brooklyn Federation of Churches, P«Zl.
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part time Week Day Church Sohool supervisor.l

B. Lts Repregentatives

In addition to the executive members of the organization, this

commission 1s made up of representatives, both lay and pastoral, from
fhe various denominations, and representatives from the Y., M, C. A.,
Y. W. G. 4, the Protestant Teschers Association, the Brooklyn Sunday

Schoel Union, and the Metropolitan Pederation of Dally Vacation Bille
Schools. The Federation is cooperating with, and is finaneially help-
ed by the last three organizations. Cooperation and interest are be-
ing shown by these different organizations in the present;-das program

of religious educati an.z

11, THE FURCTION OF 1TS DEPARTMENT OF

RELIGIOUS BIUGATION

This Department does not concern itself with the Week Day Chmrch
School alone, but with the entire gdueatienal program and policies of
the Brocklyn Federation of Churches. 1t concerns itself with the Week
Day Cluroh Schools, the Vacation Church Schools, the Young Pecples’
organizations, the Leadership Training Schools, snd with many related
activities é.nﬁ ealls for service from a iarge number of the churches
in B'.a'oe:lt:!.yn.5 Our interest, however, is confined te its relatioen to
the Week Day Chmrch Schools.

[ EE XN R X

1. The above,information was secured from Miss Dorothy Collins, Lsso-
ciate Pirector of the Department of Beligious Education of the
Brooklyn Chnrches.

2. Ibid

3. Ibid
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Since many of the Protestant children are still unreached by the
Week Day Church School, the Department of Religious Education anéésv—
ors to stimmlste more people in the intareafs of the Week Day Church
Schools. This is accomplished through conferences and by addresses
in the various church schools, Although the denominsational type of
’é‘eek Day &mcﬁ School is not controlled by the Federation of Church-
éu, i’é is sometimes possible for the supervisors of the Department of
Religious Education to visit the schools to establish friendly rela-
tionships, and to stimulate further interest and growth in their own |
Week Day Church School. In the other typea of Week Day Church Schools,
the Department of Religious Education bhelps to stimmlate interest by
giving publicity to the Week Day Church Schools, by promoting interest

through the publie school, and by getting in to touch with the parents

of the papil&-ol

It is not the poliey of this Department to assume complete respen-
sibility for all the Week Day Church 3ehe01s' It agsumes complete
charge in the third type of sehool only. These schools are interde~
nominstional and community in type. They are often held im centers
where the ohureh and commmity are mot able to provide for the reli=
gious needs of the ehild. When this Bap&ftmt hears of such a com=
munity, it proceeds to organize a school if possibles The first step |
is to get into touch with some church in the community, and to secure
& place for holding the school. The next step is to interview the

(A X ENEX R Y]

1. Opecit,
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prineipsl of the public school, in order to discover to what extent
be may be willing to cooperate with the Wesk Day Church School. He
may, for example, be willing to canvass the school to find the Froe
testant children, and he may encourage them to go to the Week Day
Church School. Where there is lack of cooperation or sympathy om
the part of the publie school, the numbers in the Week Day Church

School are rather small. Experiensce has shown that mmch depends upon

the attitude of the pudblic schoel.l

The Department of Religious Education sefves one hundred ten Week
Day éhnreh Schools by personal visits of the supeévisers. One super=
viaor visits the junior departments in the various schools, and the
other supervisor observes the primary departments. The teachers are
given friendly counsels If either of the supervisors finds a problem
which is peculiar to the other department, this is reported, and steps
aré taken to meet it. Nonthly conferences are held for the primary
teachors and for the junior teschers. During these meetings special
attention is given to problems as they have been observed on the field.
Hot only do the supervisors give helpful suggestions, but the schools
help esech other to solve their problems. One way in which they can
help eash other in solving their needs is by visiting other Week Day
Church Sehools. This is helpful, because what may bde lasking in one
schoocl may be very suggestive in another #ehea:t. “For this purpose the
Department keeps a list of schoole for ebservatian.z

([ E2A XXX R X |

1. epcﬁit.
2¢ Opecit,
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After an interdenominational type of school has been organized
it is necessary to find & competent leader to take complete charge
of the school. If the churches cenmmot provide a capable leader nor
funds to‘aarry on the work, then the Pederation secures such a lea~-
dere If this leader has eharge of the junior group, thea there ig
geﬁerally an assistant provided for the primary department. Thirty
five of the leaders who serve &s principals, departmental heads, and
teachers are paild by the Federation. Substitute teachers for the
schools are often provided through the ?e&eratiea.l Hany 1oeal churehe

es which are seeking leadership for Week Day Church Sohools are SUp-

plied from applications filed with the Brooklyn Federation of Church-

2
98¢

Worship programs are sent out esch month to both primary and jun-
ior departments of the one hundred ten schools., These programs are
planned by the supervisors of this Department of Religious Educatione.
Sometimes the leaders in eharge of the junior groups who use the Fed~-
eration materials help to evaluate and plan future programses 7This De=
partment of Religious Education offerw its services in the selection
and development of curriculum materials. Many schools avail thémaelves
of materials from the loam liberty. It is interesting to note that a
News Bulletin of Brooklyn Week Day Church Schools is published, giving
information regarding the activities of the schools, important announce-

sesevese

1. Opecit,
2. Cf. Year Book 1930-31 Brooklyn Federatiom of Churches, Ps 29.

12294
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ments, suggestions as to reecent books in religious education, and o-

ther worthwhile 1tema.1
111 SUMMARY

The Brocklyn Federation of Churches was established in 1920, Six
years later, Mr. J. He Carpenter becams the Director of the Departe
ment of Religious Edusation. Since then othérs have been added to
the staff until today there are five members. In addition, there are
repregentatives from the various denominations and religious organiza-
tiona.

The Department of Religious Education concerns itself with the
Week Day Church Schools, the Vasation Church Schools, the Young Peow
ples' orgsnizations, and the Leadership Training Schools, and other
Mtiﬁ.tiea of some of the chureches. It stimnlates interest in the
Wesk Day Church Schools by confereneesg, by visitation in the schools,
and by its relationship with the public schoolss It organizes Week
Day Cbhurch Schools of the interdenominational type in eenters where
religious education is neaded. It provides two supervisors who visit
the Week Day Church Schools. This Department aids in the securing of
teachers for the Week Day Church Schools. Worship programs for the
primary and junior departmenis are sent out each month to the one hun~
dred ten Week Day Chureh Schools. It also offers its services in the
selection of currieulum nater;&ls, and it lends books to the Week Day
Church Sehool leaders from itg library. 1t ean be eoncluded, therefore,

ceONs e

1. Gp.ait.
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that the Department of Religious Bducation of the Brooklym Federation
of Charches has & vital part in the work of some of the Week Day

Church Sehools in Brooklym.
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CHAPIER 111

A SURVEY OF THE TEACHING FORCE OF

WEBZK DAY CHURCH SCHOOLS IN BROOKLIN

It 1s our purpose in the study of the Week Day Church School
teachers of Brooklyn to find out the pz"obiems involved in securing
teachers, the sources from which teachers are secured, their educa~’
tional gualifications, their experience, and financial compensation.

I. ANALYSIS OF TEACHING~SOURCES

4. The Problem of Securing Teachers

One of the greatest assets of the Week Day Chureh School is a
e@éble teacher. in fact, as is generally recognized, the success
of the sechool to & large extent depends upon its teachers. TFor this
reason, the Department of Religious Education considers the securing
of & competent teacher one of the important steps in the organization
of & school. It is difficult tc secure & sufficient number of well
trained teachers for the Week Day Church Behools. This i# due in
part to the recent development of the Week Day Church School. Hovement.
Howewer, more emphssis is being placed on religious education, and
there is an increased interest im Week Day Church Schsols.’ Therefore,
it is possible that more compstent teasdhers will be available in the

futurs. Thers might be more competent teachers in the schools if there
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were sufficient funds %c'pay thems It is often said that teachers in
the Week Bay Church Sechools should bé ag well prepared for their work
as the public school teachers. Since this is the case, 1t naturally
follows that they should receive remuneration. In securing teachers,
the time of the Week Day Church School must be taken into consideration.
Scmﬁ'teaehers who have the essentlal quslifications may not be free
from their other duties at the hour when the school meets. Ia cone
sidering teschers for the Weck Day CGhurch 3¢hools, thsAfollowing fag-
tors must necessarily be kept in mind: their spirituwal gualifications,
their education, their experience, their free time, and the amount of
remuneration which is possible. The Depariment of Religious Bdunoaw
tion helps to solve the problem in the third type of Week Day Chureh
School by appeinting one or two qualified teachers to take charge of
the worke. The other types of Schools generally provide their own tea~

chers.

B._Tho Constituency of the Teaching Force

During 1929-30 eight Week Day Church Schools of the first type
were to some extent assisted by the Department of Religious Eduecation.
In seven schools the pastors were the teachers, and in one & part-time
teacher was employed, During this same year, twenty schools of the
second type reported to the Department of Religious Ed?eation. In these
schools there were three pastors, five directors of religious education,

eight part-time employed teachers, and four voluntesr teachers. During

the year 1929-30, there were sixty-four schools of the third type. The



The teachers in these séhools were leaders secured by the Department
of Religious Edueation. It, therefore, can be concluded that the tea-
chers in these schools are ministers and direétora of religious educa~
tion who serve in the Week Day Schools as a part of their regular work,
and teachers who are part-time teachers, namely, thosse who are engéged
in other work and who give of their spare time to the Week Day Church

Sehool work.

2. Findings by Vigition
Pwenty Week Day Church Schools wers visitede. Of these, fourw

teen were of the interdencminational type, five of the individual~
church ceooperating type, and one of the denominational type. As these
schools were visited, information as to the teaching sources was se-
cured from & leader. Such information is contained in chart number
four. In this chart, as well as in the following charts, each school
is given & number for convenience, the same number being kept throughe

oute.
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TRACHING-SOURCES OF THE WERK
- DAY CHURCH SCHOOLS VISITED

CHART 4

Hole Hoe| Ch. | Mine| D. off Ps Se| De| Stue| Ms We| Po Wo
Sop T | K R. B. T
1 3 3 1
2! 14 >4 1l 1 4 2
3 4 1 1 2
4 6 3 1 2
5 5 5
6 3 1 1l 2
7 4 4 1l
8 3 1 1l 1
9 -] 5 1
10| 10 |10 1
11 4 2 1 2
12| 8 | 6 1 1
13 4 4 1
14| 8 | 6 2 1
15 3 1 1 2
16 6 1 6
17 2 1 1
18 | 14 14
19| 2 1 1
20| 7 |2 1 |4
motal |105 |55 8 13 |& 2 |11 2 1
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It osn be seen from the above chart that the majority of the toam
chers are taken from the churoh membership. There are eight iainisters.
thrededirectors of religious education, thirty-ome publie ‘8cho0l tese
chers, two deaconesses, eleven students, two mission workers, &nd onme
parish worker. Therefore, the church and the aschool provides most of

the Wesek Day Chureh School teachers.
1I. AN ANALYSIS OF TEACHER-QUALIFICATIONS

In this study we are not only concerned with the sources of the

Week Day Church School teachers, but also with their background of

training and expérianoe, which will be tasken into consideration now.

It was possible to obtain information from the Department of
Religious Bducation regarding the general education 0f eleven teachers

for the year 1929-30. Chart number five contains such informationo.
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GENERAL EDUCATION OF TEACHING
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Humber Grade High Sehool Normal College Yoars of
of Taught Graduate School Graduate | Graduate
Teache Graduate Work.
1 Frimary Yes Tes
2 Junior Yea Yos
3 Junlor Equivalent BEguivalent
4. Primary Yos
L] Junior Tos fas
Primary
6 Junior Yes Yos Yos 3
7 Primary Yos Jes
Primary
8 piano
Primary ,
9 and Tos Yes
Junior
Inter-
10 Hediate Yes Yos Yeos 4
11 Primary Yes
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8ince information was not available regarding the eduéation é.nd
experience of the teachers secured by the loeal churches, it should
be remembered that they are not considered when we are dealing with
the eleven teachers who were gecured by.the Brooklyn Federation of
Ghurches. It is very likely that these teachers have higher educs
tional qualifications than the average Wesk Day Church School te@
cher. All but one of the eleven teachers are high school gradustes.
Seven have had normal training or its equivalent; three are college
graduates, and two have had some graduate work. If all the Week Day
Church School teachers wore as well trained in general education,
there would, no doubt, be a marked improvement im the teaching stare

of the Week Day Churech Schools.

Since we have studied the general education of these eleven
teachers, it is now our purpose to stud& their professional training.

This information is contained on chart number sixz.
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CHART 6
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING OF T2ACHERS

Numbery Grade Number of Humber of un- Degrees
Standard dergraduate in
Leadership courses in Bible Rel. Ed.
Credits and Rel. BEd.
1 Primary
2 Junior . 1
3 Junior 6

4 Primary

5 Junior
Primary ;
6 and ¥.R.E.
Junior
7 Primary ’ 2
Primary
8 and
plano
Primary
9 and Diploma
Junjor
Inter-
10 mediste 5 M.REo
11 Primary 9 12

Aeccording to the abowe chart, three of these teachers have take
en work in a Lesdsrship Training School, four have taken some coure

ges in Bible and religious education,.and two have degrees of mas-

ter of Religious education. Agalin it mast be remembered that this
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does not apply te all the Week Day Church 8chool teachers. |
3. Bxperience of Teaghers
It is known that the experience of teachers is practically as
essential ss edusation. GChart number seven gives information regard-

ing the experience of these teachers.

CHART 7
EXPERIENCE OF TEACHERS

Number Years as Ysars as Yoears as
of Sabbath School Public Schooll Week Day
Teacher Teachers Teachers Ghurch School
Tfeachers
1 22 10 10
2 8 10 4
3 18 1
4 10 3
5 15 10 3
o
6 20 3
i 14 2
8 1 1
"] g5 5
10 20 & 6
11 15 \ 2




LEGEND

No. of School ~--Number of School

Min.
RO Eo
P, 8.
Spec.
B.

Pe W

-—mweemeeeByperience as minister
~eme=we-==Training or experience in religious education

cemmemem-wbiperionce as public school teacher
~mmme----=BXperience in music, art, or recreation
mmweee---eBxporience as a deaconess
emwm--wwe-Brxperience as a rarish worker
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It is seen from the above chart that all but two have had a nume

ber of years of experience in the Sabbath School, five have had exw

perience as publio school teachers, and the majority have had at

least three years of experience in the Week Day Church Schools. If

Sabbath School training and Week Day Church School training are as-

sets in teaching religiom, then these teachers should be well qual~

ified.

As the various Week Day Church Schools were visited, information

was obtained as to the experience of the teachers in those schoolse

Chart number eight gives the information secured.

EXPERIENCE OF TEACHERS AS SECURED BY

CHART 8

VISITATION
Fo. off Min. | BRe Bo | P. 8. | BExperiensel D. P. W.
_Sohool Spec.

1 1

2 1 1 4

3 1 1 2

4 1 2

5 2

6 1 1

7 1

8 1 1 1

9 1

10 1
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—Experience
Ho. Hin. R. E, P, S. Spec. De| Pe Wo
| SCe
1 1
12 1
13 1 2
14 2 1
15 1 1 2
16 1 6
17 1 1
18 14
19 1
20 1
| | Total 8 i3 4 3 H 1

According to the above echart it is found that eight of the tea~
chers have had training as ministers; thirteen as workers in reliw
gious education; thirty-four as public school teachers, three as spe-
¢lsl teachers in art, musio, and regreational leadership; two as dea=

eonesses, and one &s & parish worker.

zioug Education

There are no set rules covering the requirements of those who
make application to teach in the Brooklyn Week Iay Cmrch Schools.
However, the Departiment of Religious Education encourages its teachersg
to work for the International Council diploma which is granted for
twelve hours of eredit im the Standard Leadership Training Schools.

Some of the teachers have taken work in the departments of religious
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eduecation in seminaries. A4 few have had many years of expérianao
which, with their limited amount of preparation, 1s accepted as sn

1
equivalent to a diploms from & Leadership Training Sehool.

II1. AN AFALYSIS OF TEAGHER-STATUS

Thirty-five leaders are psid by the Federation of Churchese They
serve as principals, departmental hesds or teaahers.2 There are & few
whose salaries are pledged by the loeal churches. In such casss the
pPledges are sent to the Department of Religious Education of Brooklym
Federation of Churches, and it in turn pays the te&ehers; Information
is not available coneerning teschers who receive their compensation

through their local churches, except as it has been obtained through

visitation. ~Such information is contained in chart number nines

',.a 5:;§i,"

Many of the teachers in Brooklyn are volunteers, and receive no
remumeration in dollars and cents. The exact number of such teashers
is not available, although some information has been secured in vig-
its to the varions sochools. Such information is contained in chart

number nine.
[ EEXERERN )

1..The above information was secured from Hiss Dorothy Collins, As-
soeiate Director of Depariment of Religious Education.
2. Year Book 1930-31 Brooklyn Federation of Churches, p. 29.



LEGEND

No. Sc. Number of School
Local Ch. Local Smurch
Homo M. Be~- Home Mission Board
Be Foe Co == - Brooklyn Federation of Churches
Yol Yolunteer
Ser. as part of work ---- Serving as & part of regular work.
Hin. ~=-= Hinigter
D. e EEC0NGES
P, W, w—we Poarish Worker

D. He Eo ~-== Director of Religious Edueatlion




CHART 9
COMPENSATION OF TEACHERS

No. _Compensation

Schy_Logal € omo M, B. B L. Bor. as vart of work
Min. DB. P.W. D.R.E.

1 »

2 L * *

3 * | ] *®

4 »

5 .

8 L ]

v .

8 s | 8

9 . .

10 o

11 .

12 * .

18 ‘ -

14 » »*

15 - » » .

lé .

17 . *

18 *

19 . *

20 » . .
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It can be seen from the above gchart that the majority of the
Week Day Church School teachers are volunteers. Iany are serving
as a part of their regular work such as ministers, directors of re-
ligious edueation, and other workers. These usually act as sﬁper——
intendent with & corps of volunteer teachers. 4 few are paid by the
local churches, and the workers in one mission are paid by its home
mission board. Therefore, it appears that Week Day Church Chureh

teachers for the most part are not paid.
IV. SUIARY

We have sesn, in our survey of the teaching force of the Week
Day Chureh Schools that the securing of teachers is & problem. This
is due to the insufficient number of well trained teafhers who are a-
vailable, the lack of funds to secure teachers who have had special
training in religious education, and the confliect between the time
schedules of possible teachers and of the schools. The majority of
the teachers are part~time teachers, such as church members, minigw
ters, directors of religious eduestiem', publiec school teachers, and
college students who carry on their work in the Week Day Ghurch School
in addition to, or as a part of their regular worke 4s a rule, the
leaders é.pyointed by the Department of Beligious Ed‘ucation have more
genersl edueation and some work in religious edueation. Some of the
Week Day Church School teachers have had experience as public school
teachers, ministers, and Ssbbath School teachers. Some of the feach~

ers are church members who are not especially trained, but who have

been instructed in Christiam homes. There are no definite standards
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required of the teachers by the Department of Religious Education of
Brooklyn Federation of Chmrches. However, twelve hours qf ¢redit in
& Standard Leadership Training School is encouraged. Many of the tes.
chers are voluntsers who receive no remuneration for their safvice.
Others ars pald by their loeal churches, and others are paid by the
Pederation of Churehes. fTaken as & whole, therefore, the teaehing
force of the Wesk Day Church Schools of Brooklyn is not on & par with

the teaching foree of the public schools.



CHAPTER IV

AN ANALYSIS OF THE PUFIL-GROUPS OF WEEK DAY
CHURCH SCHOULS IN BROUKLIN, 4S8 RuVEALED BY
INFRMATION SeECURED THROUGH THS DEPARTMENT
OF RELIGIOUS ERDUGATION OF THE BROCKLYN FED-

ERATION OF CHURCHES AND THROUGH VISI TATION
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CHAPTER 1V
AY AWALYSIS OF THS PUFIL-GHOUPS OF WB&K DAY
CHURCH SCHOOLS IN BROUKLIN,AS REVEALED BY
INFCGRUMATION SECURSD THROUGH THE DEPARTHENT
OF RELIGIOUS SOUCATION OF THS BROCELYN FED-

ZRATION OF CHURCHES AHD BY VISITATION

In the preceding chapter our intersst was ecentered in a study
0f the teachers in the Week Day Church Schools of Brooklyn. Ve shall
now turan our attsntiaﬂ to the pupils enrclled ia these schoolse They,
without guestion, constitute the most important element of the school.
In our study, we shall consider the ways in which the children are ap-
prised of the Week Day Church Sehbal, the number of chlildrem who are
taking advantage of religious imstruetion, the grouping of the ehild-
ren into departments and classes, and, so far as possible, the home

and chureh background of the pupils.

I. INFORMATION SECURED THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

In order to receive pupils into the Week Day Chureh School it
is necessary to inform them of the school. This is often accomplished

through the public schoel and the home. If there is cooperation be-




WEEK-DAY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

To Parents of Children attending Public School 92

You will be interested in knowing classes in Protestant Religious
Education will be opened in the Congregational Church of the
Evangel, Bedford and Hawthorne Street, Thursday, January 15th

at 3:15 P. M. ' ‘

The instruction which is interdenominational in character will
be appealing to the interest of your child, and will attempt to meet
some of the religious needs of his present day life.

Will you please sign your name in the space below-and have
your child present this paper to his public school teacher.

I do wish my child to receive religious instruction

Name of child

Grade in Public School

Note: .
The Week-Day School at the Church of the Evangel has been

located so as to reach the children nearer P. 5. 92, If you made
a negative reply to the former sheet sent out, or if you wish your
children to go to this school nearer your home, we hope your reply
will be affirmative in this case because the school is located so
much nearer to the public school.
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tween the public school and the Week Day Church School, the teachers
invite and encourage the Protestant children to attend their owm school
of religious instruction. The parents are also told of the opportunity
given the children to attend Week Day Chureh Schoole. Since 1926 ques-
tionnairés similar to the attached onme have been used in approximetely

forty schools. Bnrollment is secured also through vigits in the homes,

2. Number Enrolled
That this eocperation has been at least partislly effective, ias
evident from the fact that for the year 1929-30, there was & total en=
rollment of seven thousand in the Week Day Church Schaols which ree

ported to the Department of Religious Education of the Brooklyn Feder=

ation of Churches.

Information concerning the organizatiom into groups is available
for thirty-six Week Day Chmrch Schools. Iwenty schools are orgenized
‘into departments which generally include priméy and junior depart-
ments. Five schools are organized &é junior groups. Eleven.aahoals
are closely graded. In come cases the children are graded according
to their grades in pnialia sechool, and in other cases according to their
ages. BEvidently, if we can tske these schools as typical of the entire
group, more of the Week Day Chureh Schools of Brooklyn are orgsnlzed

into departments than are closely gradeds

€. Personnel of Groups

1. Home Bagkgpround
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The children who come to the Week Day Church Schools differ
greatly in their home life. It is salé that they vary from the o=
ver privileged e¢hild to the little foreign waif‘whese environmental
factors include no conception of the meaning of Christian ednaatien.l

However, no definite statistics on the matter are available.

A1l the children who attend Twwk Day Ghurch Schools have an op=
portunity te become & part of the ehurche The local pastors ars given
the names of those children inm their schools who are not conneeted
with any churche The parentas are also called upon and invited to ate
tend chureh services. The children of some of the Week Day Church
Schools are enrolled in confirmation classes and then received into the
t:s}:.r:ure.'zhea«8

II. INFORMATION SECURED THROUGH VISITATIOR

OF WEEK DAY CHURCH SCHOGLS

Twoenty Week Day Church Schools were visited in which it was pos=
sible to obtain information concerning the number of pupils enrolled,
the average attendanece, and the type of organization of each school.
Some information concerning their home background and relationship with

the church was also obtained.

A. Slge of Groups

1. Enrollment

6800000

1. The above information has been secured from Miss Porothy CGolling, Ag-
sociate Dirsctor of the Department of Religious Education of the
-Brooklyn Federation of Ghurches.

2¢ L brad



Leaders in the various Week Day Church Schools visited were
asked how they secured pupils for their enrollment. Three methods
were given: through announcement at the publiec school, threugh Promos
tion in the Sabbath School, and through visiﬁstien in the homes. The
enrollment, therefore, in the Week Day Chureh Schools depends to a
large extent upon the attitude of the publiec school, the Sabbath Sehool

and, perhaps most of all, the home.

The Week Day Church Schools visited differ very much in size,
for they range from an enrollment of twenty pupils to that of two hun~-
dred forty pupils.

2. Average Attendance
It ig seen from ehart number ten that the average attendange in
the majority of cases is much smaller than the enrollment. However,

there are & few schools whose aversge atiendance is almost the same as

the enrollment.

The majority of the Week Day Church Schools are divided into de-
partments. Some, however, are slosely graded. It can be seen from
chart number ten that some are distinotly departmental, and others hawe

found it necessary to putl two departments together.

ONS 33 HEYTCE:

The number of classes in the Week Day Church Schools ranges from
one class to thirteen classess The aumber of pupils in the elasses

vary greatly, some being mmeh larger than others. There is not always

8 sufficient number of teachers available to meet the needs of the groups.

»



PHE SIZE AND ORGANIZATION OF SCHOCL

CHART 10

VISITED

Ho.
3¢,

Enrollment

Average
Attendance

Departments

Classes

Average
8ize of

Clagses |

19

11

160

123

90
250
10;

65

4 J

48

&b

130

920

200

100

40

39
66

40

Junior

Kindergarten
Primary
Junior
Intermedlate

Graded
according to
publie school

Primary
Junior and
Intermediate
Qradad
sccording to

age

Graded
according to

age

Kindergarten
Primary
Junior
Intermediate

Junior
Intermediate

Primary
Junior
Intermediate

Graded
according to
publie school

Primary
Junior
Intermediate

13

10

8

11

15

10

25

13

14
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No. Enrollment Average Departments Classes Average
Sc. Attendanee size of
Classes

12 89 70 Primary 7 10
Junior

13 66 44 Primary 2 22
Junior

14 46 &b Primsry 4 9
Junior
Intermediate

15 30 25 Beginners 3 8
Primary
Junior

16 110 100 Primary 6 17
Junior

17 48 25 Primary 2 13
Junior

18 240 200 Graded 7 29
according to
public school

19 20 16 Graded 1 16
sccording to ‘
age

20 50 30 Graded 7 4
according to
publie school

Total 1416 1117
] *
815 240

* w-=-fpekly enrollment given because there is more than one weekly

gegsion,
tted.

Other groups meeting on other days than the day vig-

Some of the Week Day Church Schools have more than one session a

weeks. School number three has worship and instruction on Wednesday af-

ternoon, and recreation, hand work, and worship on Friday.

Sehool nume

ber six is a2 mission where sessions are held throughout the week, The
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following is the weekly program: kindergarten 3-4 years every morning

" from 9-12 a.m; "big kindergerten® 5 years, Friday at 2; Girls 6~-8 years
Wednesday at 3; Girls 9-11 years Thursday at 3; Girls 12-14 years Fri=
d&y at 3; Boys 6=8 years Honday after sfhool, Boys 9-11 years Thursday
at 3; Boys 12-14 years Wednesday; Girls over 15 years Tuesday at 7;
Boys over 15 years Tuesday at 8. School number eight has its junior

and intermediate groups on Wednesday, and its primary group on Friday.

€. Personnel of Groupg

1. Home Basckground
Through visitation 1t was found, as thro. the statements made by '

the Department of Religiounus Education, that the home 1§fe of the pupils
who attend the Week Day Church Schools varies greatly. Some of the
children are well cared for, ag ig evident from their personal appearw
ance. Some of the children have bsen well trained, as is shown by their
actions and words. The home 1ife is revealed not only & positive ways,
but in ways less commendabls. For there are children who show that they
have come frém homes which are not rich in this world's possessions.

Some cnildren have had 1little training in disdipline, if their actions
are to be congldered conclusive. However, even though theré are rich
and poor, none of the children seemed t0 be in real need. Perhaps, hogs
aver, this could not be observed sufficiently on & single vigit to a
Wesk Day Church Schoole When the leaders of the schools were asked about
the home background of the children, the replies were something like the
followings fair, good, poors It will be observed from chart number slov-
en that thewe children in the Week Day Church Schools represent many na-

tionalities.
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The home 1life of the child is perhaps the most important of all,
but ’ehé ehurch 1ife of the c¢hild is essential to his complete living.
It is generally through the home that he first hears of the elmreh.
For this reason an endeavor was made to find out to what an extent the
parents of the children in the Week Day Church Schools are interested
in the churehe. In almost all of the cases some of the parents are mem-
bers of some chureh or are interested in the churche This does not
mean that the majority of the parents are interested in the churech. Nei-
ther does it mean that the majority of the chilch“en are canneete‘d with
some church. In fact, it appears that the Week Day Chureh School is
reaching some children who would not otherwise be reached. Since some
children go to one church for Week Day Church School and to another cimrgh
for Sabbath School, it is difficult to obtain information eoncerning the
exact church relationship. GChart number sleven gives the information obw
tained ag to the home background and church relationship of the pupils
of the schools \;iaiféd.

GHART 11

BACKGROUND AND CHURCH RELATIONSHIP OF PUFILS

Fumber Home Background ﬂlxural:; Relationship

1 Average American Some of the parents are members of
group of children & church. There is one Catholie
Home conditionss boy in the school.
‘fair

2 Average American Many of the parents and children
‘group of children are connscted with or interested
Fome conditionss in the chureh where the sohool
good is beld.
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Home Baekground

Church Relationship

4.

Be

10

11

Assyrien and

‘Italian

Home conditions
some Poor homes

Golored children
Home conditionss

fair

Colored children
Home conditionss
falir

Italian children
Home conditionss
poor

Italian children
and others

Home conditions:
good

#any nationalities
Home conditionss
fair

Average American
group of children

Average Amsriocsn

group of children
Home conditionss

good «

Golored children
Syrisn children
and othars

Home conditions:
Some poor Syrian
homes

Some of the parents are connected
with & church

The parents are not connected with
the chureh where the school is‘held.

Soms of the parents are connected
with the church where the school

is held. Some of the same children
attend both Sabbath School and Week
Day Church School at the same church.

Hany of the parents are Catholic, and
do not come to the mission.

Some of the same children come through
the week and on Ssbbath.

S8come of the parents are intereated in
& churche.

Some of the same children who come
through the week come on Sabbath,

Soms of the parents are intereated in
the churche. About twenty=five percent
of the children who come through the
woek come to the Sabbath School.

The parents are for the most part mem-
bers of the church where the school is
held.

Some of the same children come to Sab=
bath School of the chureh where the
Week Day Church School is held. Some
of the parents are interested in the
ehurch. .




Kumber

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Home Background

Church Relationship

Average Americsn
group of chlldren
Home conditionas:
fair

Colored children
One white boy.s
Home conditions: ;

good

Average American

group of children
Home conditionss:

good

Average American

group of children
Home conditions:

good

Horwsilan
Swedish

- Scandinavian

Home conditions:
neither rieh nor

poor

Colored children
Home conditionss
some poor homes

Italdian
Seandinavian
and others

Home conditionsg
middle class
gome poor

Seandinavisan
Swedish

German

Home conditions:
middle class
some poor

Seandinavian
German

Home conditionss
middle class

a few poor families

Some of the children come to the
S8vbath School.

Majority of the parents come to
the churech,

M8ny of the parents are connected
with or interested in ons of threa
churches which are in charge of
the Week Day Church School.

Some of the parents belong to the
churech where the school is held.

Pifty pereent or more of the par-
ents are interested in some .
chureh.

Some of 'the parents are interested
in the churech.

Some of the parents are not inter~
ested in any church. Some of the
parents are interested in some
chureh, '

Some of the parents are intsrestel
in the chureh. Some do not come
to the churche

¥ost of the parents are memberg of
the church.
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III. SUMBARY

According to the information received through the Department of
Religious Education of the PFederation of Churches, the enrollment in
the Weakﬁ Day Church Schools ﬁepénés to a large extent on the attitude
of the public school. Where there is cooperation between the two, the
enrollment for the Week Day Chureh Sehool 1s'greatly increagsed. The
publie school teachers sometimes encourage the Protestant childrem to
attend their own school of religimzé instruction. Questionnaires are
sent to the parents giving them the opportunity to express their de~
sire for their children to receive religious educsation. During the
year 1929-30, seven thousand children were enrclled in the Week Day
Chureh Schools which reperted to the Department of Religious Education
of the Brooklyn Pederation of GChurches. It appears that most of the
Week Day Church Schools are organized into depsrtments. Some are di-
vided"aacording to the public scheel‘gra&e, and some according to age.
The home background of the children differs greatly. 411 of the child-
ren have an opportunity to become & part of the chureh. The parents
are invited to the‘elmrchea. Soma of the children are received into
the churches.

According to information received during ﬁsitation in the ware
ious schools, the enrocllment is secured through snnouncements at the
public school, through promotion in the Sabbath School, and through
visitation in the homes. The total énrolll;xent for the twenty schools

visited 1s 1416. Two schools gave their enrollment for the week, to-

talling 315;,which is not counted in the above number. The total . -

avorage attendanee falls somewhat below the total enrollment. Hawevai*,
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in & few schools the enrollment and the average attendance are about

the same. Thirteen of the schools are organized into departments, three
secording to age, and four according to the publie sehool grading. The
aumber of classes ranme from one to thirteen. The majority of the schools
visited had at least three or four classes. The homs 1ife‘0f the chiié-
ren differs grestly as to the rich and poor, but 8s far as could be ob=
gerved with one visit fe eaeh school, it appears that the home life eof
most of the childreﬁ isvfair. Some of the parents are 1nte;estad in the
church. Some of the same children who come to the Wesek Day Church Sehool
&lgo attend some Sabbéth Sehool. Tﬁere is opportugity fér the children
to be conneected with some church, but to what extent they take advantage

hasg not been definitely ascertained through visitation.



CHAPTER ¥

AN ANALYSIS OF THE CURRICULA OF WEEK DAY
CHURCH SCHOOLS IN BROOKLYN, AS FOUND IN

- VARIOUS SCHOOLS VISITED
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CHAPTER V
AN ANALYSIS OF THE CURZICULA OF WEEK
DAY CHURCH SCHOOLS IN BROCKLYR, AS

FOUND IK VARIOUS SGHOOLS VISITED

‘Having considered the pupiis who attend the ?éek Day Churech Schools
of Brooklyn, we sre confronted by the guestion, What do these children
receive when they attend such schools? An analysis of the sessions eon-
ducted in the twenty schools visited reveals that in almost every case
the following elements were inciuded: worship, instruction, &nd recres-

tion. We shall now consider these im turn.
I. THE WORSHLP FERIOD

Pour factors were kept in mind while observing the worship period:
the organizaéicn of the group, the length of the period, the nature of
the program, and the probably outcomes in so far as they could be d4ige
covered. 7Table number three outlines fhe information gained with res-

pect to these factors in each of the &ehéols visited.

A« dnalysis

TABLE 3

THE WORSHIP PERIOD OF 3CHOOLS VISITED

Fumber The Jorshin Feriod
School |
1 1. Organization Sntirs group as & whols

2. Length of period:; 25 minutes
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Bumber

School

The Worship Period

3. Hature of program:

Centered around a
theme.

4+ Probable Outoomes:

1. Organizations
2. Length of periods

3. Hature of program;

-4+ Probable Outcomes:

1. Organigations:
2+ Length of period:
3. Nature of program:

Centered around a
theme.

4. Probable Outcomes:

(Eymn

(Invocation

(Lord's Prager

(Bymn | »

(Reading of lesscn story

(Prayer

(Hymn

Spirit of worship

Increase in knowledge

Spirit of cooperation
in reading the story together
In helping to make the worship
program

Kindergarten and Primary depart-
ments
Junior and Intermediate depart-
ments
Kindergarten and Primary de-
partmentss 15 minutes Junior
and Intermediate departments:
25 minutes
Kindergarten and Frimary:
Ssveral songs
Prayer
Offering
Junior and Intermediate:
Hymns
Prayer
Offering
. QGatechism
Spirit of worship
Increase in factual knowledge

Entire group as a whole

30 minutes

(Hymn ,

{Prager by leader

(Lord's Prayer

{Talk by leader with pictures
(Discussion as to what shall be
{done regarding a project for
{other children

{Offering

{Hymn

Spirit of worship

Increase of knowledge
Attitude of possible Habit forms-
tion.



Kamber

The Worship Period

1.

2e
Se

4.

1.
2e

S

4.

1.

2o
S

Organizations

Length of period:
Hature of program:

Probable Datcomess

Organizations
Length of periods

Kature of programs

Provadble Butcomes:

Organizations
Length, of period:
Bature of program:

Gentered sbout a
theme

Primary

Junior and Intermediate

30 minutes

Primary:
Prayer in unison
Hymn
Memory work--Bible verses
Explanation of verses
Juestions
Prayer

Spirit of worship

Increase in factusl knowledge

Bntire group as a whole
Indefinite asg it wasg difficult
to know when the worship perioéd
endged and the lnstruction pepr-
iod vegan
Hyans
Frager
Reading of "On Belng Brought
from Afrieca to ﬁmerica“ by the
children
Spirit of sharing in the pro-
gram
Hon-worshipful spirit on the
part of some - possible devel=~
opment of negative habita
Ho formal worship on the day
visited
Kindergarten and Primary
.Junior and Intermediate
30 minutes
Junior and Intermediate:
Hymn
Soft musie
Psalm 100 read by the teacher
Stery of Chinese boy told by
the teacher
Follow up of story-~kKindness
to other children
Hymn
Offering
Offeratory song snng by the
ghildren
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Fumber
School

The Worship Period

10

11

4

1.

Re
e

1.

2.

3

4.

1.
2
S

4o

1.

2
Se

Probable Cutcomes:

Organization:
Length of period:;
Nature of program:

Centered around a
theme

Probable Outcomes:

Organization

Length of period:
Nature of program:

Centered around 8

theme
Probable Outcomes:

Organization:
Length of period:
Heture of program:
£robable Outcomss:
Organization:

Length of period:
Nature of program:

Bentered around a
theme

Spirit of worship
Increase of knowledge
Attitude of Kindliness
Possible setion

Junior department

Intermediate department

26 minutes

Junior: )
Gall to worship
Teacher and pupils reading
alternately
(8hildren read in unison.
verses which had been placed
on the blackboard) ‘
Follow up of storry--discussion,
treatment of forelgn children
at public school
Benediction in song

Spirit of worship

Increase of knowledge

Attitude of sympathy and kind-

liness

Possible aetion

Primary department
Junior and Intermediate
15 minutes
Junior and Intermediate:
Bible Balute
Bong Service
Seripture reading
Prayer by children
Spirit of worship
Increase in factual knowledge

Entire group as & whole

. 15 minutes

Prayer

Hymns

Talk by the leader
Spirit of Worship

Primary
Junior and Intermediate
15 minutes
Primary:
Jongs
Story
Song
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12

13

14

The Worship Period

4.

1.

e
e

= N

1.

Ze
]

4o

Probable Outcomes:

Organizations

Length of period:
Hature of program:

Centered around a
theme

Probable Outcomes:
Organizations
Length of periods

Rature of program:

Canterad around a
thema .

Probable Outcomess

1l Organization:

2.

Length of periods

3. .Nature of program:

Spirit of worship
Increase of tactual knowledge

Primary
Junior
20 minutes
Primary:
Songs
Picture study
Story
Follow up of story
Song
Spirit of worship
Appreciation of the beautiful

Primary
Junior
18 minutes
Frimary
“Let 811l the earth keep sie
.lonce before Him* by the lead~
er ,
Thank you song by the child-
ren
Pioture study illustrating
what the song said
Story on obedience
Pollow up of story
Bible verse-- %Children, obey
your parents in all things
for thia is well pleasing to
the Lord.*
Prager :
Offering :
Offeratory song by the child-
ren ’
Spirit of Worship
Appreciation of parents, desire
to please
Possible action

Primary

Junior and Intermediste

20 minutes

Janior and Intermediates
Hymn
Prayer by & pupil
Bible Story by the leader
Hymn



Rumber
Sche

15

16

17

1

The Worship Pericd

4.

1.

Ze
Se

4.

1.
2.
Se

4.

1.
24

Probable Outcomess

Organizations

Length of periods
Nature of programs

Centered around &
theme

Probable Ountcomess

Orgenization:
Length of periods
Hature of worships

Probable Outcomess

Organizations
Length of period:

Orderly worship
Increase of ‘factual knowledge

Beginners
Primary and Junior
20 minutes '
Beginners:
Offering
Offeratory song
Prayer by the childrsn re-
peated after the teacher
Story by the teacher
Follow up of the story
Song
Primary and Juniorss
Bible salute
Bible verses repeateds
*Thy word is a lamp unto my
feot and a light unto my
path™ and "Thy word have 1
hid in my heart that I might
not sin against thee"
Girls orchestra
Boys orchestra
Hymn
Primarys
Spirit of worship
Increase of factual knowledge
Primary and Junior:
Spirit of worship on the part
. of some N
Non-worshipful spirit part of
the time
Possible Negative Habits
Some group coeperation

Entire group as & whole

30 minutes

Hymn

Prayer

Seripture Reading

Exercises by one class
Recitations by individuals
Closing prayer

Orderly worship

Increase in factual knowledge

Entire group as a whole
15 minutes
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Scho

The Worship Period

18

19

20

S

4.
1.
2.
8

4e

1.
Re
S

4.

Nature of program:

Probable Outcomess
Organizations

Length of perilods
Hattre of program:

Probable Outcomess

Organizations
Length of period:
Nature of program:

Probable Outcomes:

Organizations
Length of period:
Hature of programs

Frobable Outcomes:

Repeated verse in unison
about being kind to others
Hymn

Prayer

Lord's Prayer

Offering

Offeratory Song

Spirit of worship

Entire group as a whole

15 minutes

Pgalm 23 repsated by the
group

Beatitudes repsated

Books of the Bible repeated
Seripture reading read by
the leader and children ale
ternately

Lord‘'a Prayer

Hymn

Class exerocises

Prayer

Song

Increase of -factual knowledge
Orderly worship

Entire group as a whole
20 minutes

Soft musie

Hymn

Seripture read by leader

‘Story

Lord's Prayer

Hymn

Closing prayer

Spirit of worship

Increase of factual knowledge:

Entire group as & whole

10 minutes

Hymn

Seripture reading by & pupil
Prayer by all

Apostlies Creed repeated by all
Hymn

Spirit of worship

In¢rease of factual knowledge
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Be Sumpary of Findings

1. Orgsnization of Groupsg for Worship
It is foﬁnd from table number three that worship forms a
part in almost all the Week Day Chureh Schools. In the majority of
cages it precedes the inst:uction period. In a few cases the wore
ship comes at the end of the programe. Nine of the schools have group
worship where the whole school worships togethere In ten of the
schools there is departmental worship. In one of the schools there
was no formsl worshlp on the day visited. 1In some of the schools two
depaftments,'generglly the junior and intermediate, worship together,
IB almost all cases the primary worships albne or with the kindergar-
ten department. Of the schools visited about the same number have
whole group worship as have deparimental worship.
2. Length of Period for Worship
The time for worship in the various schools ranges from ten
minutes to thirty minutes. Seven of the schools have fifteen minutes,
four have twenty minutes, four have thirty minutes, three have twenty
five minutes, one hasg ten minutes, and the other school did not have
worship on the day visited. The majority of schools have about fif=-
teen or twenty minutes for worship period.
3« Hature of the Program for Worship
Sometimes the programs are provided by the leaders, and oc-
casionally the children have & share in the making of the worship
programs. A few of the schools have printed programs, but the major-
ity do not. JSome of the leaders vary their programs from week to

wask, It appesrs that in about half of the schools visited the pro-



gram is bullt up arcund & thems. In several of the schnolé there
are hymns, prayer by the leader, reading of a vortion of scriptura
or Bible memory verses, offering, and offeratory song. Jome of the
schocls have the lord's Prayer, prayer by & pupil, short talk by

the leader, a story told by the leader, soft music, Bible salute,
Christian flag salute, American flag salute, picture study, display
of work dome in another department, elass exercises, and recitations
by individuals. Therefore, the worship in these Week Day Churech

Schools is similar, and yet there is variety.

4. Provable Outocomes of the Worship

In the majority of the schools thére was a spirit of worshilp
manifested by the groups. In some, however, this was more marked
than in others. This was perhaps due to the size of the group, the
attitude of the‘teacher, the surroundings, and the mocd of the child~
ren when they came to the worship serviee. In most of the schools
some knowledge was gained from various parts of the program. This,
however, was often purely factual, with no provision mede for its be-
coming a part of the experience of the children. In some schools this
was Obtalned through the story and in others through the memory work.
Some of the children showed an unworshipful attitudse Thls seemed .
t0 be due to laek of & well planned program on the part of the teacher,
and to the interpolation of various parts of the program, such ag the
little orcheatras, which interrupted the real worship. No doubt many
of the children are receiving real worship values from the worship

periods of the Week Day Church Schools, but it is difficult to ascer-

tain to what extent. In some instances definite attitudes of AYpreé=
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ciation and kindness were being developed, and in a few instances

specific provision for aetivity was mads.
I1. THE INSTRUCTION PERIOD

Five fé.etoru were kept in mind while observing the instruetion
periods the length of the period, the eourse of study, the dominant
method of instruction, the kind of expressicnal sctivity, and the
probable outcomes. Tables number four ocutlines the information gsin-

od with respect to these factors in each of the schoels visited.

TABLE 4

THE INSTRUCTION PERIOD OF SCHOULS VISITED

Rumber The Instruction Period
School :
1l 1. Length of period: 35 minutes
2. Course of study: Wos tminster Departmental

Graded Materials
Correlated with the Sabbath

. Behool
3« Dominant method of Older Juniors:
instruction: Informal discusiion
4. Expresgional aetive throughout period as
ity ehildren make posters
s which illustrate the
lesson

Tounger Juniors:
Conversation throughout the
period as the children work
in c¢lay and write on paper
"How the Hebrews lived¥,
New laws added to their aode
of laws

.Be Probable Outcomess Originality of the ehild de~

veloped .

Increase of -factual knowledge
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Number

The Instruction Period

1.
2

S

4.

5.
1o

e

S

G

Length of periodss
Course of study:

Dominant method of
instruetion:

Expressional ac-
tivity

Probable Outcomes:

Length of perioed:
Course of study:

Dominant method of
instructions:
Zzpressional ac-
tivity

Increase of interest in
. Hebrews

Appreciation of laws
Possible action

30 minutes

"Building & Christian
Characger®

"Kingdom of Love"

Hot corrslated with the
Sabbath Schoel.

Eindergarten:
Story told by the teacher
Primary:
Story told by the teacher
Older Classea:
Clags diseussions
Learn the meaning of and
where to find Bible stories
Missionary program once &
month
Eindergartens
Color pictures from "Little
Neighbors of Many Lands"
Primary:
Loose leaf note books with
verses from the twenty-third
psalm and a picture illus~
trating each verse
Older Classes:
Ho expressional activity
Kindergarten:
Interest in the people of
other lands
Primary and Juniors
Interest in memory work

20 minutea

nJesus the Light of the ﬁbrld“
Not correlated with the gSabw-
bath School -

Discussion groups

Serap books for hospital next
door

Expression held on a different
day than the instruction
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Kumber

THe Instruoction Period

B.

2e

Se

4.

5.

Ze

e
4

5

Qe

Se

4.

5.

Probable Outcomes:

Length of period:
Course of study:

Dominant method

.0f instruection

Bxpressional ac-
tivity:
Probable outcomes:

Length of periods
Gourse of study:

Dominant method
of instructions
Expressional ac~
tivity

Probable outcomess

Length of period:
Course of study:

Dominant method
of instruction:
Expressional sac-
tivity

Probable outcomes:

Intereat in helping others
Enowledge of an interest in
Jesus

Possible building of habit of
helpfulness

30 minutes
"How We Got Our Bible®
Hot correlated with the Sab-
bath School
Primary s
Story told by the leader
Juniors
. Class discussion
Intermediate:
Bible story
Memory work
Bible reading
No expressional activity

Primary:
Interest in memory work
JuBlor and Intermediates
. Interest in knowing some
mechanies of the Bible

Time indefinite, &s it was
difficult to know when the
worship ended and the in-
struction began

Plan their own programs

Xo special materials

Not correlated with the Sabe-
bath School

Story told by the leader

Some expressional activities
at other times

Appreciation for God's love
to their race

30 minutes

Plan their own programs

Ho special materisls

Hot correlatdd with the Sab-

bath School lesson

Erimary:
Story told by the teacher
Cutting out and pasting of
phetures
Ability in handwork
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Number

School

The Instruction Period

10

1.
2e
e
4.

5.

1.
2

Se

4.
8.

1.
Se

Se

4.

5.

1.

2

e

4e

5

Length of period:
Gourse of study:
Dominant method:
of instruetion:
Bxpressiocnal &ac-
tivity

Probable outcomes:

Length of periods
Course of study:

Dominant method
of instruction:
Expressional ac~-
tivity

Provable outcomes:

Length of period:
Gourse of study:

Dominant methed
of instruction
Expressional ao-
timity

Probable outcomess

Length of periods
Course of studys

Dominant method
of instruections:
Expressional ac-
tivity

Provable outcomes:

30 minutes

“"Learning God's Wag"
Not correlated

Class discussions
Once a month

Increase of knowledgs in
ways to be kind to others
Possible action

35 minutes

"Discovering God Trhough
Qur Lives"®

#Children of Sea and Land"®
Not correlated with the 33b~
bath Sechool

Class discussions

None provided

Interest in the happiness of
other children i
Possible agction

25 minutes

Plan their own programs

No special materials

Bible story told by the leader
Bidble drill

Kone provided

Knowledge of Bible memory pas~
sages '

35 minutes

"Christlan Nature Seriesn
Correlation with the Sabbath
School

Class discussions

Sometimes included in the ine
struetion

Factual knowledge of some of
the Bible in ceonnection with
other parts of the church's
program
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The Instruction Periocd

Schoel
11

12

13

le
2e

Se

4.

5.

1.
2.

Se

4.

5.

1.
2o

Ge

Length of period:
Course of study:

Dominant method
of instruction:

Bxpressional ag-
tivity
Provable outcomess

Length of periods
Course of study

Dominant method
of instruction:

Bxpressional ae~
tivity .
Probable outcomes:

Length of periods
Course of study:

Dominant method
of instruction

30 minutes
Junlor and Intermediate:
Jesus and the Problems
of Llfev
Hot correlated with the
Sabbath School
Primarys
Stories
Junlor and Intermediate:
Class discussions
Provided for the primary
department sometimes
Enowledge of Bible memory

passages

30 minutes
"Building a Christian Char-
actert
"The Kingdom of Love"
Not correlated with the Ssb~
bath School
Primary:
Stories and ploture study
Junier:
Class discussions
Provided for the primary
department only
Primary:
Appreciation for the beauti-
ful
Junior:;
" For some & disinterest in
the \essany .
For othess & desire to attend

35 minutes

Plan their own programs
Ho special materials
JBot correlated with the Sab-
bath School
Primarys

Story and questions
Junior:

gtory

Mgp work

Heading Bible verses

Primary:
Covers for a class book in whiBh
is put every week what they are
doing

4., Bxpressional ae~
tivity




71

Fumber
School

. The Instruction Period

14

15

5.

1.
2.

Ge

4.

B

L.
2

S

N

Probable outcomes:

Length of period:
Gourse of study:

Dominant method
of instruction

Expressional ag-
tivity

Probable outcomes:

Length of period:
Gourse of study:

Dominant method
of instruction

Expressional ag-
tivity

Primary:
Acts of obedience

Junior;
Increase of knowledge in the
geography of the Bible

35 minutes
#3uilding a Christian Char-
acter
Not correlated with the 3Sab-
bath School

Primarys:
Loose leaf note books, hav-
ing verses from the twenty-
third Psalm and a picture il-
lustrating each verse
Original drawings on the black-
board

Junior:
Irawing and coloring the Christ-
ian flag and the American flag
while the teacher guides the
diséussion

Intermediate:

" Informal discussion as the child~
ren work on charts

Creativeness on the part of the

children

Interest in coming to School

35 minutes
Plan their own programs
¥o special materials
Yot correlated with the 3abbath
School
Beginners:
Story told by leader
Primary: '
Story told by lsader
Huestions by the leader
Juniors :
Class discussion
Beginnerss :
Serap books
Primary and Juniors
¥o expressional activity pro-
vided
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Humber
Sc

The Instruction Period

16

17

18

B.

2.

S
4.

Se

1.

2o

Se

4.

5.

1.
2

S

4.

5e

Probable outcomes:

Length of periods
Gourse of studys

Dominant method
of instruction:
Expregssional ac~
tivity

Probable outeomess

Length of period:

Gourse of gtudy:

Dominant method
of instruetion:
Expressional ae~-
tivitys

Probable outcomes:

Length of periods
Course of study:

Dominant method
of instruction:
Expressional se~
tivity

Probvable outcomess

Primarys:
. Knowledge of the childhood

of Jesus
Desire to help other childrem

by giving te them

30 minutes

Study of the life of Christ
according to the Gospel of
arx

Kot eorrelated with the Sabw
bath School

Clags discussions

None provided

Some knowledge of the 1life of
Ohrist, especlially the resurw
rection

Not definite, #s it was diffi-
cult to know when the wership
ended and the instruction began
#The Art of Living Together®
This 1s sometimes used

Hot corrslated with the Sabbath
Sehool

Group discussion and stories

Hone provided
‘Enowledge of Bible story

30 minutes

"Learning God's Wayw

#4 First Primary Book im Religion®
"4 Second Primary Book in Belie-
gion

"Building A Christian Character®
#The Kingdom of LoveY

"Not correlatéd with the Sabe
bath Sehool

Clags discussions

Note bocks in whieh they paste
pictures and write either the
.title or the story of the lesson
Enowledge of portions of the
Bivle

Ability to express what the

have studied
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Humber The Instruction Period
pTs!
19 1. Length of perioed: 35 minutes
2. Course of study: "The Kingdom of Love*
Hot ecorrelated with the Sab-
bath School
Ze Bonminant method Class discussion
of instruction:
4., Expressional ac- Kone provided
tivity:
5. Probable outcomes: Bet ter understanding of the
life of Christ
20 1. Length of periods 40 minutes

2.

Se
4.

8.

Gourse of study:

Dominant method
of instruetions
Expressional ac~
tivity

Probable outcomess

B. Summary of Findings

"Jesus and His Friends"
®G3od's Good Gifts®

Hot correlated with the Sab-
bath School

Class discussions

Serap books for & hospital
Glay modeling

Desire to hely others
Creativeness

It is found from table anumber four that the time for the in=-
struction period ranges from twenty minutes to forty minutes. Eight
schoola have thirty minutes, seven schools have thirty-five minutes,
two schools were indefinite in the time for instruetion, one school
hag twenty-five minutes, and one has twenty minutes, and one has forty
minutes. The achool which had only twenty minutes for instruetion hag
its expressional activity on another day of the week. The majority of
the schoolg have about thirty or thirty-five minutes for the instrue-

tion period, which generally includes expressional aectivity.
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2._Gourse of gtudy ‘ i

The materials used in the various schools are: Wesiminster Do
partmental Graded Materials, Building a Christian Character, The King-
dom of Love, Jesus the Light of the World, How We Got Our Bible,Learnw
ing God's Way, Biacovering God Through Our Lives, Children of Sea and
Land, Gﬁristian Bature Series, Jesus and the Problems of Life, The Art
of Living Together, Mark's Gospel, 4 First Primary Book in Religiom, &
Second Primary Book in Religion, Jesus and His Friends, and God's Good
Gifte. The two books which are used the most are Bullding & Christiam
Charaeter and The Kingdom of Love. In almost all of the shhools the
work does not correlate with the Sabbath School worke This is kpartial—
ly due perhaps to the largd number of interdenominational schools, fer
it would be almost impossible to have the Week Day Church School pro-
gram correlate with each of the diffarent denominations represented in
the schools. ZEven in some of the individual church eooperating and de~
nominational schoels the work éoea not correlate with the Sabbath School

leasgon.

?he story and class discussion methods are used in the instrue-
tion periocds In & few schools the instruetion and expressional work
are combined in such & way that informal diseussion takes place as the
children worked with their handse. In the majority of schools, however,

the discussions and story are spparated from the expressional activity,

The instruction and expressional activity in eleven of the

schools is combinede In five of these schools the primary department

is the ondy department which has handwork. The other departments in
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these schools do not have expressional activity at all, In four of
these eleven schools handwork is net a part of the program each week,
but does have a part in soms of the programs. In six schools there
is no handwork at alle. In two of the schools 1t is separate from the
instruction. One of the schools has handwork but once & month. The
expressional work observed includes poster making, clay modeling, col-
oring pietures, making loose leaf note books, making covers for class
books, making serap books, drawing the Christian flag, drawing the A=
merican flage. Therefore, it is seen that activity does play a part
in the majority of these Week Day Church Schools. In gensral, it may
be characterized a&s being rather formsl and unmotivated.
5. Probable Outcomes

It is diffieult to determine just what are the outcomes of the
ingtruction periods. However, from observing ﬁhese #ohools it seooms
that the following apply: creativeness on the part of the child, a
knowledge of the Bible In memory work and Bible stories, also a know~
ledge in the meﬁsnics of the Bible, lessons in kindneas, obediencs,
appreciation of God's love, which ought to result in the development
of these attlitudes io some extent. 'Little prcvi‘sicn is made, however,
for actual expression of these attributes. How much these lessons will

aetually transform lives, remains, therefore, to be seen.
111, THB RECREATION FERIOD

Four factors were kept in mind while observing the recreation per-
iod in the schools visited: the length of period, the place on the

program, the kind of recreation, and the probable outcome. Table num-
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ber five outlines the informatien gained with respect to the factors

in each of the schools visited.

« dnalysis of the Recreation Period of Schools Visited

TABLE V

THE RECRZATION PERIOD OF SCHOGLS VISITED

Number The Recreation Period
School
1. 1. Length of period: Approximately 45 minutes
2. Place on the progream: Beginning of the period as the
children come in from the publie
school
3. Kind of recreations Games im the gymnasium for all
the children.
4. Probable outcomess Spirit of sharing
Relaxation
e o reereation
Se Reoreation provided along with

the handwork on & day separate
from the instruction

4, Ko recreation
He 1. Length of periods " Approximately 20 minutes
2. Flace on the programs Beginning of the period as the
¢hildren come in from the pube
liec school
3. Kind of recreations Games in the same room where
they have their worship and
, instruction
4..Probable outcomes: Spirit of sharing
Responsibility in suggesting
games
G Relaxation

Special periods in the weekly
. program for play

7. 1. Length of period: Approximately in 15 minutes
2. Place on the program: Primary:;

Beginning of the period
Older groups:

Bnd of the veriod
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Humber
School

The Recreation Period

8.

Fe
10.

il.

12.

13.

Se

4.

1.
Be

Se

<%

1.
2o

Se

4.

1.
2e
Se

4.

2
3.

4.

Kind of recreation:

Provable outcomes:

Length of periods
Place on the programs

Kind of recreation:

Probable outcomes:

Length of period:
Flace on the programs

Eind of recreation:
Probable outcomes:

Length of periods
Place on the program:
Kind of recreation

Probable outcomess:

Length of period:
Place on the program:
Kind of recreations

Provable outcomess

Primary:
Games in the primary room

.01der groups:

No games

Hoving pictures
Amusement

Increase of knowledge
Relagation

dpproximately 20 minutes
Beginning of the period as
the children come in from
the public school

Games in the gymnasium for all
the children

Responsibility in suggesting
games

Spirit of sharing

Relaxation

Ho recreation

Ro recreation

Aproximately 10 minutes
Beginning of the period as
the children come in from
the public sehool

Games in the same room where
they have their worship and
instruction

Spirit of cooperation
Relagation

aAproximately 10 minutes

Beginning or end of the period
Primary department only

Games in the same room where

they have their worship and

instruction

Amusement

Relaxation

Approximately 10 minutes
Znd of the period

Primary department
Games 1ln the same room where
they have their worship and
instruetion
Amusement
A real meaning in their lives
Relaxation
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Rumber

The Reereation Period

14

15

16

17

18

19

1.

2
S

4.

3o

%o

1.
2.
S

4.

2

Se
4.

Length of period:
Place on the programs
Kind c¢f reecreations

Probable outcomes:

. Length of period:

Place on the programs

Kind of recreations

Probable outcomess

Length of periods
Plage on the programs
Kind of recreation:

Probable outcomes:

Length of period:
Flace on the programs

Kznq of recreation:
Probable outcomes:

Be of Findin

1

1. Length of Period
It is found from table five that the time for the recreation

Approximately 10 minutes
Beginning or end of the period

Primary department

Games in the same room where

~ tHey have their worship and

instruction
Spirit of sharing
Amusement
Relaxation

Approximately 15 minutes
Beginning of the period as
they come from the public
school

Games on the lawn of one of
the churches

Amusement

Relaxation

Xo recreation

Approximately 15 minutes
End of the period

Games in the same room where
they have their worship and
instruction.

Qocasional hikes

Amusement

Sririt of sharing
Relaxation

Ho reereation
No recreation

Approximately 20 minutes
Beginning of the period as the
children come from the publie
gchool

Games on the lawn

Amusement

Relaxation

pericd ranges from ten minutes to forty-~five minutes. It appesrs that
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the majority of schools whioh provide recreation have about ten or

fifteen minutes.

2. £lace on the Program

In six of the schools the recreation period comes &t the be-
ginning of the period. 1In one school the recreation ls at the begin-
ning for one department and at the end of the pericd for the other
department. In two schools the recreation period comes at the close
of the period. Two of the schools have their play time either at the
beginning or the end of the hour. One sehool has its play hour on &
different day than the instruction period. Oume school provides re-
oreation throughout the week for different groups of children. Sevenk
of the schools provide no recreation for their children. The best
time for recreation seems to be at the beginning of the hour, for it
keeps the children who come early ooccupled until the other children
eome. It also helps to rest them after the hours of publie sohool
work.

3. Kind of Reecreation

In four of the schools provision is made for the primary de-
partment, and in such cases the childfen play in their own rooms. In
three schools recreation is provided for all the ehildrem in the réem
where they have their worship and instruetion. In two of the schools
play is provided in the gymnasium for the entire group. The children
from two of the schools play in one of the church lawns when the pube
lie school is out until the Week Day Church School beginse The re-
méining nine schools include the seven which do not provide any re-
creation and the two which rrovides their recreation at various times

throughout the week., Therefore, the recreation in these Week Day
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Church Sehools include active games which can be played in the gymna-
gium, on the lawn, and in the sechool room. One school provides for
hikes occasionally, and one school provides moving piectures. In &
few cases, the children are permitted to have & share in planning the

reereation.

4. Probable Outcomes:
Reersation is provided by these Week Day Church Schools in or-

der that the children who come early may be ococupied, and that the wor-
ship and instructiom periods may not be interruptede It also helps to
refresh them after they have spent & long day at school. Beslde some
of the immediate outcomes of the recreation periocd, some of the others
whioh might be included ares lessons in sharing, responsibility, eocop-
erationy However, it should be remembered that amusement has & large

place.
IV, SUMMARY

It is found that almost all of the Wesk Day Church Schools have
formal worship perieds. About half of the schools visited worship as
entlﬁe groups, and the other half worship as departments. The time of
worship period ranged from sbout ten minutes to thirty minutes. The
majority of the schools have about fifteen to twenty minutes for wore
ship. The worship programg in the schools vary in some respeets, but
are also similar in many respects.

The instruction period ranges in time from twenty minutes to for-
ty minutes. The majority of the schools have about thirty or thirty.

five minutes for instruction. The most frequently used courses are

*Bullding a Christian Character® and "The Kingdom of Love". However,
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there are & number of other books used in this periecd. The story and
discussion methods are used. Over half of the schocls visited have soms
kind of expressional aotivity, The children who attend these schools
should bhave some knowledge of the Bible through Bible stories and mem-
ory work. They should slso konow something as to the mechanics of the
Bible. They should be led to live out some of the lessons learned at
the Week Day Church School, and yet little definite provision is made
for this.,

The ?eoreation period ranges from ten minutes to forty-five min~
ntes. The majority of the schools héva about ten or fiftesn minutes
for recreation. Thirteen of the schools mrovide recreation for thair
students. Their recreation includes games in the class room, gymna-
sium, and on the lawn. It appears that worship, instruction, and re-

creation have vital parts to play in these Week Day Church Schools.



CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
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CHAPTER VI

Before attempting to estimate the work of the Week Day Church

Schools of Brooklyn, let us briefly review our findings.

During the twentieth century, we have seen, there has been an
increase of interest in religious education. This interest has been
developed to some extent through the Week Day Charch School. The
first Week Day Church Schools were organizeé about 1909, but it was
pot until 1921 that they began making & rapid development. An oute
standing experiment in weekw~day religlous education was inaugurated
in Gary, Indiana, in 1913. Van Wert, Ohio adapted the Gary plan.
Batavia, Illinois inaugurated a plan somewhat different from the Gary
vlan, but it too had its part in the beginning of Week Day Church
Schools. They have spread from church to church and from town to town
until teday they hold an important place in religious educations There
are probsbly about 12,000 Week Day Church Schools in the United states,

and about 100,000 pupils enrolled.

The Week Day Church Schools in the various communities gener=-

ally come under three types of schools. This is the case in Brooklyn,

where there are the denominational, the individual church-cooperating,
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and the interdenominationsl types. The denominational type is control=-
led by the local churehe The individual chnreh-ceoperatihg type is the
ﬁams as the denominational type only in addition it has an advisory
eouncil, whieh, in this case, is éhe Department of Religious Education
of the Brooklyn Federation of Churches. 7The third type is strietly in-
terdsnominational, and is administered by the Department of Religioué
Education. Each type has its advantages and disadvantages, but on the
whole, it was felt, the interdenominational offers perhaps the gresatest
advantages. The majority of schools visited are of the interdenomina~-
tional type.

Ge 7 tment of Religious Bducation

the We Churech §

It is of this type of school we have discovered, that the De-
partment of Religious Edueation has complete chargee It has charge
of the organization, the supervigion, the staffing, the providing of
materials, and the stimumlation of interest in these Week Day Church
Schoclse In the individual chureh-ccoperating tyoe 1t helps, to vary-
ing degreses, in providing materials, in stimulating interest, in su-
pervising schools, and in representing the Week Day Church Schools in
matters pertaining to the publie school. 1t has 1little to do with the
denominational type of school. However, the Department of Religious
Aducation sends materials to those &enominationél schools which have
reported to the Pederatione.

D. Fith Hecard to the Teaching Force of the Week Day Church

Schools of Brooklyn.

The securing of well trained teachers is .a problem which con-

fronts the Week Day Church Schoole This is due in part to the new-



ness of the movement, to lack of remunerstion, and to cmnfiict in time
schedules of the teachers snd the schools. The teachers in the schools
generally include ministers, directors of religlious education, puolie
school teachers, and church members. The majority of the teachers are
volunteer teachsrs, largely untrained and trained workers, such as di-
rectors of rsligious sducation, ministers and desaconesses, who servs

as & part of their regular worke. On ths whole, the teasching force is
not on 3 par with the public schoole.

& toc the children of ths Jesk Day Church Schocls

T, dith Begar

of Brooklyn

The pupils for the Week Day Church Schools, it was found, are
secured through promotion in the Sabbath School, through announcement
at the publis school, and through visitation in the homes., During
the year 1929-30 there were 7,000 children enrolled in the Week Day
Church Schools which reported to the Department of Religious E&uéatien.
The schools are graded secording to departments, according to publie
school grading, and aecérding to ages The children differ greatly in
their home 1ife, but it appears that the majority come from middle class
homes. Each child has an opportunity to becoms a part of some church,
but the exaet chureh relatlonship has nct been ascertained.

F. Jith Regard to the Curriculs of the Week Day Church Schools
of Brooklyn

In almost every school the elements of worship, instruetion,

and recreation are incliuded in the curricula. A4bout half of the schools

have group worship, and the other half departmental. From ten to thirty

minutes is given for the worship period in the schools. The worship
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programs in the schools are similar, and yet there is variety. The ma-
jority of the children, it seemed, have the spirit of worship. The in=-
struction period in the various schools visited includes stories or
discussion or both. In some of the schools, the expressionsl activity
is included with the instruection. The mejority of schocls provide some
form of expressionsl aetivity. The instruction period ranges in length
from twenty minutes to forty minutes. Probable outcomes could not, of
course, be definitely determined. In many of the schools, however, the
children receive an increase in religious knowledge and in some, this
knowledge may lead to the development of desirable attitudes, whiech in
turn may lead to action. In a few schools definite provision ia'made
to insure this transfer from knowledge to conducts, Recreation has a
part in over half of the schools visited. It is generaliy provided

for the purpose of relamation, and comes at the beginning of the period,
ag the children come from the pubdlic schoole. It rangss in time from

ten minutes to forty-£five minutes.

IT.intervretation and Bstimats of Findings

Although there are many Protestant children im Brooklyn untouched
by the Week Day Chureh Schools, yet the Movement has gained consider=~
able headway in reeent years. OQertainly it has wom a plase for itself.
Since there is opportunity for continued growth, since many ¢f the
church members and leaders are interested, and since the Departiment of
Religious Bducation of the Brooklyn Federation 1s actively engeged in
the establishment and improvement of Week Day Church Schools, there is

great hope for the future development of these schocls.



86

As has been stated before, Brooklyn has the three general types
of Week Day Church Schools. In all of these there are disadvantages
as well as advantages, so that none are ideal. However, the three
types will probably continue in & city as large as Brooklyn. Regard-
less of types, the Week Day Church Sohocl should make a distinet ed-
neational advance over the Sabbath School methods, should make the
child the center of the plans and programs, should have & curricula
that 1s sulted to the needs of the child, should have close céorela-
tion or integration with other phages of the church's program, eo-‘
operation is essential between the chureh and ihe public school.
Week Day Church Schools should have standards as high as the publie
school, should reach the maximum number of unchurched children, and
should maintain the proper sdministration and educational supervig-
ion.l Perhaps these can best be acecomplished through the interdenome
inational type of Week Day Churck School in Brooklyn. At least more
ghildren are reached by this type of school, and greater opportﬁnity
is movided for the child to realize that the Week }Day Churck School
is a part of his 1ife ax the publiec school is a part of his life.

Certainly the Department of Religious EBdueation plays an import-
ant part in the Week Day Church Schools of Brooklyne. Through it
he_ttar trained teachersg are mrovided for the schools. Trained su-
‘pervisors visit the schools. This plays no small part im building
the standards of the schoolse In parts of the community where there
iz & resl need for religious educationk schools are established. In
this way a greater number are organized, and a greater number of chilg~
ren are reached. 4s the schools stand today, the teaching staff, be-

20080000

1. Of, Proposed Standard for the Weekdgy Church School, D.24.
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ing drawn largely from the church membership is generally ﬁelow the
level of the teaching staff of our public schools. This, of course,
is to be regretted. The matter is gradually being remedied through
the influence and the active efforts of the Department of Religious
Education.

Partly because of the present inadequacy of the teaching staff,
there is, without question, room for improvement in the curricula of
the various schools. Although in the majority of the sechools vis-
ited a spirit of worship was evident, yet the results would no doubt
have been greater if all of the worship had centered arcund & theme,
and if the worship had been eorrelated with the instruction. In
one school there was not only ecrrelation of worship and instruetion,
but these were alseo correlated with the ;eeregtien. However, thig
was the exception rather thsn the rule. The emphasis in the instruc~
tion pveriod was found in most cases to ba'on factual knowledge, rather
than on activity and conduct. There is, therefore, a great need for
& change in emphagis here,- for & delineation of objectives, and an
appraisal of the most effective methods of carrying out thsse object-
ivas, with a consequent change in procedure. This again, however, is
dependent upon a carefully trained leadership, and demands teachers
who are familiar with child nature, with the laws of learning, and with
mpdern teashing methodse. The recreation in the various schools was
generally for relaxation. Bul in some schools it accomplighed a fur.

ther purpose, in that there was shown cooperation, sharing, and re-

sponsibility on the part of the ehild. This purpose of recreation

should be more widely accepted, for play should help to build charse-

ter.
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Although we should like to see many schools established in
Brooklyn at the present time, in order to reach &1l those children
who are still untouched, it would perhaps be better to establish
foewer and better schools which are comparable to the publie school.
Then the Week Day Church School would have better opportunity to
prove its worth to the community at large. I1If the Yeople were made
to realize that religious eduestion ean hold its own with secular
education, there no doubt would be a greater promotion of Week Day
Church Schools, because of increased interest and more liberal éup—
port. This, in the end would undoubtedly lead teo a'more rapid dgw-
velopment of Week Day Church Schools.

An intereating and significant development has only recently
arisen. In New York State and in New York City high school studeﬁts‘
are to be permitted to take Bible study for credit, on the regular
academic basis. In all probability courses will be started this
fall, which shall meet the requirements laid down. Teachers of
these courses are not only to meet regular state requirements for
high school teachers, but also special requirements in religioug
trainings The children who have been attending the Week Day Chureh
Schoole anéd who have there become interested im Bible study, will neo
doudbt be the ones to avail themselves of this opportunity to reéeivn
high school eredit for Bible study of & high type. Surely this is &
significant step in advance in helping to meet the religious needs
of the children of our country, asnd in providing for them a more come
plete education.

Granting that there are some very evident weaknesses in the
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Week Day Church Schools of Brooklyn, as theyeexist today, we neverthe-
less maintain, as & result of this study, that they are filling a real
needs that they are undoubtedly accomplishing some results; and that
they promise to be of increasing value and of deepening signifiecance

in the c¢child 1ife of Brooklyn.
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Wesk Day Church 3chools Included iIn the Survey*

£ind of School

1.

2e

Se

Lo

Se

6

(0

8e

9.

10C.

11.

12

ilg.

14.

15.

Individusl chureh~cooperating

Individual church-coopsrating

Interdspnominational

Interdenominational

Interdenominationsal

Interdenominationsal

Interdenominational

Interdenominational

Individual church-cooperating

Individual church-cooperating

Interdenominational

Interdonominational

Interdenominational

Interdenominational

Interdenominational

Location

Unicn Church of Bay Ridge
Ridge Blvd % 80th 3t.

‘Good Shepherd Lutheran
4th Ave. & 70th St

Cuyler Presbyterian Church
388 Facific 3t.

Emmanual Baptist
Lafayette Ave. & Bte James Fls

Goncord Baptist Chureh
166 Adelphi St.

Italian Hission
118 Fourth Fl.

South Congregational
Gourt & President St.

Warren St. Hethodist Bpiscopal
307 Warren St.

Bodford Presbyterian
Hostrand Ave. & Dean St.

Christ Church Protestant
~ Episcopal
Ridge Blvd. & 73rd gst.

Spancer Memorial Fresbyterian
Remsen & Clinton St.

Prospect Heights Presbyterian
8th Ave. between 10th & 1lth Ste.

Beresan Baptist
Bergen St. near Rochester Ave.

Park Slope Community
Tth Ave. near Garrol St

Lefferts Park Baptist
14th Ave. & 76th S5t.



Eind of School
16+« Interdenominational
17+ Interdenominational
18. Interdenominational
19, Individual church-cooperating

20.

* These schools are numbered according to the plan followed in the

Denominational

various tables and charts.
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Location

Zion Swedish Lutheran
£9th 8t. & 1lth Ave.

Razarene Congregational
Lefferts Pl. & Grand Ave.

Ghurch of the Brethren
358 - 60th Bte

Incarnation Lutheran
4th Ave. & 75th St.

3t. John's Lutheran
283 FProspeet Ave.



