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•· state!lgt ot tb.t P£pblg 

B.tliglous ecJ.u.aatioa, in reoeat 11ars has beea •oomng into ita 

o••· JlaJl.r factors ia the situatioa confronting .bierioa toda;, have 

oomb1ne4 to atimalate on all sides the deand for more religiou• e4u­

catio:a. OAt a; through which the oluu"oh has answered thil deand is 

the Weelt Da.J Oarch So.bool. Beoeat developDmts have 'beea of unques­

tioned. ilqportance. It is ou purpose to find out what the 'Wtelt lla; 

Clllu'ch So.boola are doing. .la it is impossible 1n this atu4J to ~~ 

an exteasi ve aurve,., we shall restrict 01U' problem to a aurw.v of 

those Weelt DaJ Ol:rarch Schools 1n .Brooltl.IB which al'e assiatecl 'bJ the 

Brooklan Federation of ClBtrohea. Our purpose will 'be to discover what 

is being done 1n this specific field to meet the need o:t ou daJ• In 

conclusion, we s.ball en.deavor to interpret and to alte an estimate of 

our findings. 

B. IDIQprtance o:t the Prob1ea 

There is an increasing interest 1n Week lla; Clmreh Schools tod.aJ, 

DOt on11 on the part of indi Vidaal religious leaders, but also on the 

part of the ma.1ori t; o:t the 110st pro!l:l.nent Protestant churches. In 

:tact, the neecl of religioas e4uoatioD :tor the children o:t the Uuitecl 

States is 'being realized on ever; hand. 'bJ people in ever,. sphere of 



2 

life. .if&n.J are recognising that if the e4uaation of the child is to 

be com,plete, it is essential that he have mental, pll3aicaJ., moral and. 

spiritual traininc. Since the sUtate ia spend.ing millions of d.ollars 

annual.l.J to ed.ulate the child mentall.J and physically, but is neglect­

l 
ing to educate h1m morall.V and. spiritaall.J the Church is increasinglJ 

aurve.v such as this be made in order that we •.v learn to what extent 

the Week Day Church Schools in this partioular aeotion of our oountr.J 

are meeting the moral and spiritual needs of the child.. 

c. l?!fini t ion of Week J'lal Church §cbpoj.. 

Before going an.v farther, it wUl be well to set forth clearl.v 

what is meant by the term, Week De.y Clm:rch School. !he church school 

is the organisation through which the entire educational program of 
2 

the church is administered.. &s generall.V carried out, this includes 

several un:l.ta. It is our purpose in this study to confine our inter-

esta to one of these unite, namely, the Week Dar Church School. T.bis 

does not include the vacation church school, which mee ta during the 

sun:mer month&. Neither does 1 t include the parochial aellool, which 
.. 

provides aecmlar as well as religioua training. The parochial school 

takes the child from the public aohool. !he Week D&.J Church SOhool 

1n some instances, takes the child from the public school for a few 

.hours a week, but generally .holds its classes after school .hours. Ior 

does our atud.v include the leadership training school, which is calle4 

•school of religious e4ucation•. Such schools are ot a vocat:l.oaal 

•••••••• 

1. Ct. Getty, Lois, The Bible in the Pu.blio Schools, p.4. 
2. ct. Proposed StandArd for the Weekda.V Church School, p.4. 



aatve, ud are for adults r~tther tllaa children. Finally, ·we do not 

include the Bible-stu4.J-for-cred1 t in the high achoola.1 

lli!be Week Day Cha.roh School is an essential part of the eduaation­

al program of the c.b.'a.roh an4 carried on \U'lder the di.l'ection of a local 

c.b.'a.reh or the ch.urchea of a COIII1UJ11 t1 aaaoc1atecl together 1n a co11J:1Ca11 
2 

ot religious eduoation. • Week na.1 Clmroh Schools are held on the rett-

ul.ar school daJB of the week. Some are hel4 on Satvda,va, bat this 

ia the exoeptio:a rather than the rule. !hey are 1n session durinc 

the public achool year and not during the vacation montha. Some are 

are released trom the public school at different hours throughout the 

tire achool or grade is diam1ssed at a ee.rtain period. !he ma.jori t1 

of achoola, however, are held in tree tiale, or l:loura outside of the 

s 
public ae.hool period. fhis last 1a the ease in BrooltlJA, where tlle 

children are ne1 t.be.r .releaaed nor 418111asecl trom the :publie H.bool tor 

religioas inatruetioa. 

Week »a, Church Schools are genera111 held 1a olmrehes or 1a buUCfr. 

lap that are owned or .rented bJ the Week Da1 Clmroh School Boari. Some 

ae.hoola are financed b7 the loeal clrllroh, and o there by a group ot 

cl:lurohea. Sometimes the COliiiRmitiea Share 1a the ezpenae. $)118 Of 

the achools &r'e oar.r1ed on bJ a a:peoiallJ appointed board or ooDcil 

whioh ia responsible tor app~inting the teaohe.ra, aett1nc up the pro• 

•••••••• 

1. Ct. LOts, Philip Henry, Current Week lll.ylleligioua Edueat1ou,p.22• 
2. Proposed Sttmd&r'd for the VleeltU.J Churilh School, p.4. 
s. Ibid. p.5. 
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.,_. a:ad pro'Vlding for the plue of meethlg. The teach&J"s are gea­

er&ll.V Pa.blio School teaehers, pastors, directors of religious ed:aea-

tion, Sabbath School teachers, or memb&J"s of t.b8 clm.rcll. !he atte:a.d.• 

ace of the child is :a.ot eo~sor.v, bu.t he is expected. to atte:a.d. rec-

'Glarl.v. 

'leek llaJ Qm.toch SChools, thea, are 1ast.ruoti:a.g aeaters of reu.-

gious edu.eatioa for ehUdre•, eond.ueted duriag the week as npplemen­

tar.v to the insuuatioa given o:a. Sabbat~ 

D. lotH ot the Sg.rDJ 

liDce, of neeesai t.v, our atucJ..v mat 'be reatrieted to a lim ted. 

field, aud. ai:a.oe 1 t would 'be ala at iJJQ;)oaaible to obtaia 1Bfor•tioa 

about all of the 'leek :Da.v Chu-eh SchOols 1a .Brookl,vn, we a.ball arb1-

traril,v limit ouraelvea to those ao.boola which 1B some wa, ha:n come 

ud.e.r the ,s~pervision of the Brookl,vn led.eratioa of Cl:m.rches. Ia 

t.be tall ot 1980 o:a.e Jmr.ulrM ten Week Da.v Cl:m.rch Schools .reported to 

the Departmeat of lleligioua Eclueat1oa of the Brooltl,p 1e~t1n ot 
1 

Clm.rches. It 1a these achoola, than, that shall conati tute the s'fib-

B. Jlle o( l£At•4P£1 

Varioua aouroea of into.ratioa :ave been utilised in the prMeaa 

ot th1a study. Conference a were held w1 til Jliaa Dorot.bl Oolliaa, &a­

aooiate Direetor of the Department of lleligious Bd.ucation of t.be 

Bl"ooltl,vn 1e4&J"at1oa of Clm.rch. llate.rial •• recei Yed from the BroOk• 

l,a led.eratioa of Cba.rchea, fbe I•te.rnatioaal Council of Religious 

Bd.uatioa, !he Batioaal Jteform A&aociation, .Board of Chriatiau :Dtuaa-

•••••••• 
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tiort of the hea'byteriaa Clmroh. Various 'books &l:ld --.ziaea were ooD­

sul:ted• .ADd., finally, V1s1ta were ad.e to some of the Week DI.V Cbo.r1th 

Sollools for the prv.JlOSe of obtairtiut the follOWing 1nfor•t1mu enroll­

meat, a~race attendance, organisatiort into classes &Di departments, 

persomael of groups as to home 'baok&f"ow:ul bel ohuroh rela t1aah1p, pro­

Viaioa for worship, proTisioa for instruatiOil, ooorelatioa with the 

8a'bbath Sollool leason, proviaion for expreaaioa, proTisioB for reorea­

tioa, the lise an4 q,uality of the teuhinc staff, and the relatioa of 

the acbool to the il"ookl;:a Federatieu of Cha.rches • 

.Befere we study the Week 1!J&8 C.biu'oh Schools of .Broolrl.Jil, it ia our 

purpose te ata.&ly the history &lld preaent status of the Week Day Cl:tu.rah 

Sobool moveaeat • 

.1. l1ator1 of th,e IDuwt 

It is ilrq)ortut that we aonsider the aonditiona a:iatinc 'before the 

deTelopment of the Week :Day Charoh School, in reprcl to the plaee rell. 

gioa .._ 111 eduoat ioa, aad it is also SJQortut that we consicler the 

oricin of the Week :Day C.biu'ch School. 1 t is w1 th the first phase of 

the problem that we are now conoernecl. 

I. Ccmditipa kfAiV to the ])evel.gPment ot leek Dax Clmroh Sohoo;Ja 

a. titytion in Ita Jarlz s;atea 

(l). !M cw-ter gf Mucatioa 

b 'build.era ot our nation inclwie4 religion ia ed­

ueatton. !he Or41n&ll8e ot 1'187, tor ea~Q>l.e, which waa passed by eoa­

&t""•aa to coutrol the lforthweat !erritory aaya, 

lfJleligion, morality and. lmowledce, being necessary to good go vera-
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ment and to the happineaa ot mankind, aohools and the means ot ed.uea-

1 
tion ahall forever be encouraged•. In eonsequenee ot this atti twle on 

the part of leaders, not OnlJ was religion inolu4ed 111 the school pro-

gram, but 1 t was made the l'.tlaairt and center of all that was done. 

(&). !h4 I~PCrtlgJe of B!lisioss IAU!ation 

All the schools were religiou. •!he ltew Englan4 

Prim.er• was the tut book tor reading in the .American schools tor one 

lmn4re4 u4 tittJ Je&rS• It was alaost entirelJ mde up ot the Bible, 
2 . 

the catechism. and other aoral instruction. Through the colonial per-

3 
iod thia book u4 the Bible were supreme in the schools. ltoah webster 

apoke of the aohoola of Connecticut Juat before the Revolution, 

"When I was JODg the books used were cbietlJ or wholl.J Dilworth's 

apelling books, the Psalter, tbe Testament and the Bible•.4 Borue 

Jfan.n, a law;er, the father of American public education in 1848 said, 

"Moral education is a primal neeessi ty of social existence. !his 

gr&Xlfl result in praotieal JIIOrals ••• can never be attained w1 thout re-

ligioua education•.5 Be also stated, 

"1 suppose there is not, at the Present time (lS4S) & single town 
6 

in the commonwealth in whose aehools the Bible is not reM"• 

•••••••• 

1. A Brief o:a "B.eligious Public Education as the Solution ot the Crime 
Problem. (Presented to President Hoover's Crime Conmission by the 
l'ational Reform. Aasociatiou, Pittsburgh, Pa.) p.3. 

2• ot. Lots, Philip Hen.ry, Current Week-daJ Religious lducatiou, p.l9 
3. Ct. A .Brief on :Religious Public FA.ucatiou as the Solution of the 

Crime Probl~ pl3. 
4. Ibid, p.3. 
5. Ibid, p.4. 
6. Ibid, P• 5. 



b. lbe SitQttion in Its L&}er Stages 

(l). §~rparation of C.b.uroh §Ad State 

It is evi.den t, from the above, that religion was a 

Vi tal part of edu.eatiOl'h Vlhen our forefathers pro v14ed for t.b.e separ-

ation of eburch and state, they desired that no one religion should be 

given an advantace over another through governmental favor. Only two 

items ill ,ou.r Federal Constitution have a bearing on this subject. The 

-latter part of Claus• 3, Article VI of our oonsti tution, declares, 

WHo religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to aqv 

1 
office or public trust under the United States"• The First Amendment 

has the following statementa 

"'ong.reas shall make no law respecting an establis.brl8nt ot reli­

gion, or prohibiting the tree exercise thereof"• I Our fathers di4 

not realise that the plan th.ey were proposing would result 1n a com-

plete seculariaation of eduaation in achools under public school eon• 

trol. Religion and eouaatio:n were so interwcven, that they could hard-

ly conceive of it otherwise. This was true in America tor many years. 

0n11 little by little did the America. people begin to realize th&t re­

ligion and e4ucation coul4 be separate4 • Gradually the schools became 

more and more under public control. The state &aSW'IfJd more respo:nai• 

bilitJ 1n education, and the schools became less religious and more sec-

ulariaed. 

(2) ElilltiMtion of t.be Bible from 
our Public Scbgols 

~s separation became more and more marked until, 

•••••••• 

1. Squires, Walter Albion, Educational llovements of !t'o-lla¥, p.?3. 
2• &p.irea, Walter ..U bion, Educational Jlovements of To-:Da.J, P• ?3. 
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about 1870, the Bible was excluded from most schools. ~here was a 

c.bange iJ1 custom, but not iJ1 law, for there had been no definite law 

ill our Constitution which said that religion should be in the schools. 

Neither was there, on the other hand, a Federal law which slmt the 

Bible out of the schools. fhis also was merela a matter of custom. 

!'his was accomplished through the influence of misguided c.b:arch peo• 

ple, atheists and alien elements, and the majority of Christiana did 
l 

not realise the danger until it was too late •. Siuce problems concer•-

illg the separation of church aJ1d state have come to have mch to do 

w1 th education, several states have passed lan or added other pron-

sions to their coustitutions to safeguard public education from sec­

tarian influencea. 2 

c. !he Situation ~odai 

{l). ReaJ.iaation of the Need tor 

Religious Edscation 

Since the Bible wtAs kcluded trom the pr... i>Ue.sohools 

about sixta years ago, Bible teaching and moral training have been 

largely lacking in our public schools. As a result, seven out of every 

' 
ten people a.nder twenty-five years of age in the United States receive 

no systematic moral and religious instruction. This may help explain 

the fact that seventy-five percent of our crimes are committed by peo-
8 

ple under twenty-five years. Of this situation, Walter s. Athearn, 

former Dean of Boston University School of Religious Edaoatio.n and S@•-

•••••••• 

1. Cf. Getty, Lois, The Bible in the Public Schools, p.3-4 
2. Ct. Squires, Walter Albion, Educational Movements of To-Day 
3. Ct. Dill, Lucille, Derelicts, P• 258, The Covenanter Witness, 

October 15, 1930. 



9 

cial Service, said, 

"When belief in a personal God fades :trom the lite o:t a people, the 

l 
crime ra.te will increase correspondingly•. Others have sounded forth 

the same warning, and gradually there has been &l1 awakening.. Within 

the last thirty years the thinking people o:t America have realized to 

some extent at least, the need tor religious edueation. 

(!). Attempts to solve the Problem 

Because o:t this realization, the leading Protest&llt 

denominations have endeavored to provide :tor the child's needs through 

the vacation church school. fhe Dail3 Vacation Bible School movement 

was inaugurated in 1901. About a decade later the Bible-sta.dy-:tor-cre-

dit movement came into being, but its progress has not been so success­
! 

ful as the w.cation church school. A few Week nay Church Schools were 

established as early as 1909, but it was not until 1921 that a rapid 

development began to take place.3 

An outstanding experiment in week-day religious education was 

inauga.r&ted at Gar3, Indiana, in 191.3. Superintendent William Wirt,in 

charge ot the public school system, believed that it was the duty ot 

sooiet.v to provide a program for the whole life o:t the child. Be 

therefore offered to release pupils to the churches for the purpose ot 

receiving religious instruction. .He succeeded in getting the coop-

eration o:t the ministers of the town, and in the :tall of 1914 week ... day 

religious education was initiated. For five years the schools were 

•••••••• 

1. Op.e it. P• 258. 
2· Of. Lotz, Philip Henry, Current Week-day Religious Education, 

P• 32-33. 
3. O:t. Oope, Henry F. Week-Day Religious Education, p.7. 
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denominational in type, but later five churches united to form a com-

ma.ni ty system of week-day schools. Th3 Gary plan, as it is now known, 

recognizes the importance of religious education as a part of the 

child's \Vhole education, and offers the churches opportunity to pro-

1 
vide for it during the school hours. Van Wert, Ohio adaptd the Gar.V 

plan to a rural coDlllllli ty of eight thousand. The school authorities 

and citizens saw the 'Value ot the work a.ud arranged for a continuous 

schedule of classes for the Bible te&Qher, as for the Jll.1.8io or art 

a 
teacher. !.be plan in :Batarta, Illinois, differs to some extent from 

the other two. It might be called the denominational plan, for the 

pastor or representati ft instructs the children in his oa ohureh. 

!.be children are releaaecl from the public achool in suoeessi ve groups 

of two gE"ades at a time. !he classes meet every !hurada,J of the achoal 
s 

year for an hour of religious instruction. Spreading tlms, trom church 

to church and from town to town, Week Da1 Olmrch Scllools h&ve continued 

to gE"ow, and toda; they hold an i~ortant place in Religious education. 

B. pzeaent Status of the IOnpmt 

1. I~a Promotioa 

J.ll of the J.t~t.Jor Protestant denominations in the United States, 

as h&s been said, are engaged in the promotion of Week Da; Olm.roh 

Schoola. Several denominations have appointed directors of weelt-da1 

religious education. Courses in this work are offered in cur collegea 

and universities. SOme.students from our colleges and seminaries are 

•••••••• 

1. Of. Lots, Philip Henr3, Current 'ie&k•da.J :Religious Education, 
P• 52-SS. 

a. Ot. Lots, Philip Henry, Current Week-Da; Religious Eduoatio:u,p. 5'1. 
s. Ibid, P• sa. 
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teaching in Week !Jag Church Schools. In some places the public schools 

are cooperating in granting released time. Conventions and conferences 

are occasionally held for the purpose of stimulating interest and givw 

ing impetus to Week Day Church Schools. As a result of deepened inter-

est, an increasing number of boOks and pamphleta have been written on 

this subject. These in turn lead to further interest. 

2. Its Scope 

The spread of the lfoveme.nt has .not only been rapid, but far 

reacllingl Week Day Church Schools are now to be found in cities, tovms 

and rural districts. The children enrolled are of many races. some 

have .no connection with any church. The majority of the pupils are of 

elementary grades. There are probably twelve hundred Week Day Church 

Schools in the United States, and an enrollment of one hundred thousand 

pupils. The lfovement is growing so rapidly that it is diffieu.l t to 

get exact figurea. In some of the cities there are from 3,000 to 13,000 

children enrolled. Some of the larger cities are Wichita, IUmsas Ci t3, 

Gary, Toledo, and Dayton. Eight states have asked their legialatures to 

grant time out of the regular school period for religious i.nstruotiolh 
l 

Some states have taken favorable action. Therefore, 1 t '1'/liJ.y be conolud-

ed that there is continuous progress in the Week »&3 Church School lfcve-

ment. 

Since, as a ba.ekgrou.nd for our stady, we have reviewed the con<~U• 

tiona leading up to the development of the Week Da3 C.hureh SChools, the 

origin and the present status of the Week Day Church SChools, we shall 

now proceed with our investigation of the Week Day Church Schools in 

•••••••• 

1. Ct. Young, T • .Basil, The Week Day Church School in New York State, 
P• 7-6 
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U' .All.Ali!SII OF Tl!E VARIOUS TlPBS OP 

WEEK IllY OlmROK SCHOOLS Ili :aROQiLY.R 

1a 

!here are three general types of Week :na.s Church Schools 1a 

Br'OokliJl• Thez include the denominational or individual church t,ype, 

the indiVidual olmrch-cooperating t.vpe, and the interdenominational 

.a.. l)lalJriptiQR of Dia ~lP' 

~ firat t.vpe of Week DaJ Olmrch School in Brookl.vn is t.ba de-

nominatioul or 1n4iv1duaJ.. It is one in whieh the Week DaJ Cb.urch 

School is a part of the pro..,am of the indiVidual local church, wi tJ:t,. 

out cooperation with other olmrches, UDJ.ess theJ be of the same denom-
1 

in&tiolh Ita orsanisatio:a, course of atud.y, 8iBd: supervision, an4 

an,thiDg that haa to do w1 th the Week J)a.v Clmroh School are under tt. 

control of thia partieular church. However, other chu.rchea of t.bia 

denomi:aatio:a a, unite in oon4uot1:nc the school. Thia doea not o.bance 

the type of school. It is still denominational. .Although t.bis t.v.pe 

of Week :DI.J Church School is uuder the control of a certain demoni:na-

•••••••• 

1. Ct. Settle, l;vrou c. The Week-d.ay Church School, Bduoational 131:4-
letin, lUmber 601, P• 10. 
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tio.n, the ohild.ro enrolled •1 be of &l'lJ deDDmi:nation or creed • 

.B. fh8 lhttat of TlQs !p 

l)woiJlc 1929-30 ei~ht d.enomi.Da t10Jl&l 'feelt DaJ Church Sohoola re­

ported to the »epartant of Religious Education of the llr'ooltl.,p. Fe-
1 

d.eratioa of Churches. Since these to.bools sarw thamaal ves, and are 

independent of other churches, tbe Departmat of Religious Education 

aaawaea ver1 little re~onaibilitJ on their behalf. 

c. !he Ornaiation pf !ld.s bill 

!he people within the 4anominat1oa are respoasi 'ble for oreu1-

siq tld.s tne of Week k1 Cl:mrch School. Of tbe eight schools which 

reported 1a 1929-SO, sewa pawtors and one director of relicious ech:r,. 

catioa were re~onsiDle for the admiaistration.~ !he orgaa1sat1on Of 

this tne is siaple, 1n that t.bere are fewer people concerned, a.ud in 

that the control of the school is 4epan4ent on tbe one church. Chart 

:nua'ber one is an 1lluatr~ttion of the orcanisation of the denominational 

tne of Week :Da1 Clmreh School. 

OB'IJlf 1. 

OltGAlil~IOli OF JmfOJIINA.TIOlUL TYPE OF 
"'.U:K :D&. Y OHDROR SCROOL 

•••••••• 

'f-~!eachera 
P--Pupila 

1. Of. te.- .Book 193o-31 BrookliJl Federation of Churches, plat. 
2. Above information was secured from lliss :Doroth3 Collins, Associate 

Director of the Department of Religious Bflucation of the BrOOkl3J1 
Federation of Churches. 
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D. llstiate of this Tn>e 

koh of the t1J)ea ot Week :Da7 Ciml"eh Schools .bas 1 ta owa a4'911Ul­

tapa,a.a4 d.iaaflvantagea. It is our purpose to fiDd out wherein the7 

lave the same ad.'f&Ata&"Ets and diaaclvantagea, and to find ou.t whereia 

the3 di:tter, and aa tar aa possible to aee which .baa the createat 

nwaber ot atronc poiDta. 

1. Ij;a MDAtace• 

ths denominational Week lla,v Church Scllool haa oertam ad.'f&Jl­

taces which are listed belows 

1. Opportunit8 tor ald.ng the Week :Da7 Church School a part 

ot the whole pro&l"aa of the elmroh.. 

z. Poasib1lit8 ot correlatiD« the 8abbath Scllool and Week DI.J 

Church Sollool prograu 

a. Qpportunit, for.teaohinc the church's doctrines 

4. Opportun1t3' tor liO.l"e intimate fellowship 'betwee:a workera 

and chilclre:a. 

5 • .lore interest manifested b3 the Mmbers of the local olmreh. 

6. Bo dela7 i:a bectnniq, because indepeDdent of other churches 

?. S1mpl1o1t1 ot or,anisation 

a. S1mP11cit3' of control 

z. i:!il liM4JMtaa• 

the 41sa4vant4cea of the denominational Wealt lJa.v Church School 

are listed belows 

1. »1atribut1oa of schools inadequate 

2• Loss Of time be to distance between the Church and the 

public school 
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s. Ineffectiveness of appeal to the public school boards 

4. lailure to reach a lat"ge number of c.bildren 

5. Usual limitation in choice ot teachers to 1 ts ow.n denomiDa-

tioa 

6. tendency to have untrained teuhers 

7. fead.ency to emphasise sectarian dootrinea 

One of the greatest adftlltagea of t.be denominational Week J)ay 

School is the possibllit.v of unif.villg the olmroh•s pro&f'&m•. Correlaticm 

between the S&bbath School lesson and the Week J)ay School lesaon is thU. 

possible. It proVides extension of time to the limited amount of time 

g1 ven to the Sabbath SChool lesson. !his is oertainl; an ad.vantace to 

take into consideration. However, there are oert~in .ftJlt~a which 

call forth our attention. When the public school is not in s~tn, 
• 

w1 th t.be Week Da7 CJmroh School, it is ver.v difticalt to secure a lar,e 

. II.'Wiber of ohildrea tor the eurollEnt. It is sometimes difficult for 

one church to appeal to the public school &114 get results• !he geogra-

phio situation is often a problem to this type of sehool, for t.be church 

&114 public schools •.v be loag distances apart. It, therefore, makes it 

difficult for children to get to their own Week Da7 Church SChools atter 

the public school is closed. If our goal is correlation of the church's 

program tor the children who attend, then this type has the possi bU1t7 

of reaching that purpose. If our aim is to reach a large number of 

children this t.vpe of school bas failed to a 1&-geeextent in that .respec\. 

A. Brief Bistor.v of !his !mt 

~he second type of Week Da.v Church School is the indi victual church-
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cooperating t3.Pe• !he schools of this t;pe 1n :Brookl,vn had their "be-

ginnings as junior missionar; societies; Epworth Leagues, and other V 0""~ 

, .... pksgroups. Some of these schools have "been in operation since 1918 • 

.lmong the organisations instrumental in founding these schools were 
l 

the local churches and. the Protestant Teachers Association. This Aa-

sociation is an organization of -5,133 members whose purpose is to pro-

mote the religious and moral welfare of the children of lfew York. At 

the present, it is financing and supervising twent;-seven Week ~ 

2 
Cbureh SChools in Greater :lew York. 

B. De~Qription of !his T;rpe 

The IndiVidual Cburch-Cooperating t;pe of Weak Da; Church Slhool 

is similar to the Denominational t3Pe of school in that each school is 

controlled "b; ita own denomination. In addition, in this second t.v.Pe 

of school, there is set up an adviaor; council, namel;, the Department 

of Religious Education of the Brookl,vn Federation 9f Churchea. This De-

partment of Religious Education represents the churches in matters deal-

ing with the public schools, suggests curricula to be used in the achools, 

sets up standards of educational qualifications for teachers, and su-

pervises the work of the 111di vidual schools by teachers • conferences aid 

b; personal visits to tha schools. 

c. !.QI &tent of flUs !zme 

~s t;pe of Week Das Church SChool has been in operation in :aroo11i-

•••••••• 

1. Above information was aec\U"ed from lliss Dorot.h; Collins, ASsociate 
~Director of the Department of Religious Education of the :Brookl.vn 
Federation of Churches. 

2. Cf. The Protestant Teachers Association of Eew York City, Inc. 
Spring Eews Letter, ll&rch, 1931• 
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lan since 1918. Daring the :~ear 1926-27 fourteen schools reported to 

the Department of Religioua Ednoation; in 1927-28, fitteen schools; in 

1928-29, seventeen schools; and in 1929-ZO, there were twent3 schools 

1 
in this group. 

Ea.ch school of this type organizes its school after the order of 

the denominational type. Then these cooperating churches of the dif-

farent denominations come under the same Department of Religio11s Edu-

catiOih C.bart n11mber two represents the organisation of this twa ot 

·reek Day Clmroh School. Table nwnber one gi vas the number of churches 

and Weak Da3 Cbnreh Sehools represented by the var1o11s denominations 

for the sear 1929-30. 

E. An Estil'!l@te of This T;me 

It is now our purpose to st11d3 the a.dvantages and the disadvanta-

gas of the individual church-cooperating t.vpe. 

1. Its Mvantages 

This second t.vpe of Week Da.3 Cl:'i.uroh Schools bas the advuta-

gas listed for the denominational t.vpe of Week Day Clmroh School. In 

addition the following the followiag •1 be added: 

1. United effort in dealing with the pllblio so.hool boards 

2. Opportun1t3 to increase the spirit of !)ooparation among 

the chu..rohes 

3. Possibilit.v o:f more children enrolling 

4. Opportu.o.i t3 tor the child to realize the cooperation which 

exists between the public school and the ohllrohes 

•••••••• 

1. ~\bova information secured from. Miss Doroth,Y Collins, Religious Edu­
cation of the Brooklyn ~ederation of Churches. 
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OJiGAiiiWIOli OF Hi'DIVIDUJ.L OHUROH-OOO.P.iSBATiliG 
TYPE OF Wiiil'% DAY CHOROH SCHOOL 

of Religious Education 

Clr-Chu.roh 
T---'Teaohera 
P---Pu.pila 
B.--Baptist 
c.--congregational 
L.-Lutheran 
x.--Method.iat 
P.--P.res~yterian 
E.--Episcopal 
c.--Christian 
E.--Evangelical 
:a.-Reformed 

OOJiGREG&TIONS JJll) ~ DI\Y OHUBOH SOHOQLS 
REPl!lESENTED IN 19%9-30 

:Baptiat 6 6 
Congregational l 1 
Lut.h.e.t"&Zl 3 3 
Jlethodiat 2 2 
Pres~sterian 3 3 
Episcopal ·2 2 
C.h.ristia 1 l 
Evanplieal l 1 
Reformed l 1" 

!()tal 20 20 



5. Provisio:n for a more uniform curriculum amonc the denomin­

ations 

"6. Provision for better educational stand&Bda 

2. Ita. Disafvant~~Ja 

!his t,v.pe of Week Da3 Clmrch. School baa all the disadvantages 

listed for the denominational type of ahool, with the exception that 

1 t can mtJte a stronger appeal to the public school board because of its 

cooper& tion w1 th the other 4e:nominationa. .U though the Departme:n t of 

Beligtous Education B1A:J adviae in repr4 to curriculum. educatioD&l 

atandar4a for teacher a, and ai4 in other •1•• 1 t cannot enforce a high-. 

er grad.e of work. 

!he indiVidual-cooperating t.v.pe of Week Day Olmrch SChool has the 

advantacea of the denominational type of Week Da.1 Ollurch School 1n tha-t 

1t ca .bave a unified clmrcl:l program, an4 teach ita own 4cctrinea. It 

also baa the opportunity for cooperatioa with other deaominationa. Bow­

ever, it baa lllllll1Y of the disadvantages of the denominatioaal type of 

ao.bool in that it fails to reach maay of the children who are not ooa-

nected. with any church, and in that distance .sometimes prevents oh1l4-

ren from going from the publis school to the Week Da3 Gbl:lreh s;shool• 

.U though the advantages and the dia&clvantages of the first and the sec­

ond twes of Week Das Chu..rch Schools are ·similar in man:~ respects, it 

is tel t that the second twe 1a better fitted to establiU. cooperation 

not oDl.J between the churoh.ea, but between the public schools and the 

clmrehea• 

III. THI INTEltDENOlUUTIOlU.L, OR 

IN!rERJ.miO»>nTIOlU.L-OOOPERAfiliG TY.Plil 

A· Br'J,ef Ria tor z of !his fpe 
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!he thir4 tne of \feek DaJ Clmrch School is the inter4enomiu.tion­

al type. So.bools of this tne began 1D .BrooltlJ'll in 1920. Such schools 

were founded by the Protestant feaohers Association which not onlJ 

caw volutary teaohins service, but also suP,plie4 funds to supgort a 

supervisor. Some years later, at the reooJIIIlen4at1on of the Protestant 

!eachers Association, the Department of Religious Eiuaation of t .. 

BrooklJ'll le4erat1on ef Cl:u:l.rches was or.-ise4. !he two orp.nisatioas 

haw cooperated in eat&Dlishillc '18111 ot the 1Dterclenominatiou1 tape 

ot Week :DaJ CJ:Iw.tch Schools. At the present tiae, t.be Department ot 

lleligioua lW:I:aaation is gradualll becollinc 110re aoti w in securing; pa14 

workers tor tbe Week 11.1 Cllarch SDhoels. !be Protestant feac.b.era .la­

aociation contiaea tc au:ppl.J teachers aJl4 to C1 w generous tinuoial 
1 

support tc the work· 

:a. l!atari;pt&u of Ill' 1 1'1J2! 

!his tne ot aahoel is atrictlz interdenomiaation&l. It is act­

m1Distere4 bl the ])epartm:ent of Jlelig:ioua B.G.oatioa. fo this ao.bool 

come all the chUctreu of a g:iven district w.beae parents d.eaire t.bem 

tc atteJld.. !he 'leek 11.7 Olmroh 8o¥ol is held in oae of the Clmrchea 

ot tllia d.istrict. It is g:ener&lly tJ.ear the publie ao.beol or acl:laola 

1a the district. ~ aome ot the publie schools u amaouoement ia ma4e 

regard.inc tlle llftetinc ot the Week :Da1 Clmrch Schools. Some ot the pult­

lie sc.bool teaehera take the pupils from the public ac.b.ool to the Weelt 

J)&1 Charch Sobool. koh cooperation depends upon the attitude ot the 

public school to the Week ll&1 Charch So.bool • 

•••••••• 

1 • .&.bow intor.tion was seeved trom :mas llorotn,- Colliaa, Associate 
m.reotcr of the l)epartment of lleligioua ld.uaation of fhe BrOOkl.IA 
Fed.eration of Cbarohea. 
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C. '!he Extent of' This Type 

During the year 19.29-30, there were sixty-four week Dq Church 

schools of' the interdenominational type. The largest number of' ·~;eek 

Day Church Schools falls under this third type because it is of' this 

type only that the Department has complete control. 

D. The Organization of' This Type 

The Department of Religious .Education of' the Brook]Jin Federation 

of' Churches has control of the organization of the Week DSJ" Church 

Schools of' the third type. The method of' organization is described 

under the organization of' Week DSJ" Church schools in the chapter en-

titled, "A study of' the Role of' the Federation of Churches in the 

week Dq Church schools of' Brooklynn. Chart number three illustrates 

L, Op. c.; -t. 

CHART 3. 

ORGANIZATION OF INTERDIDW]JIINATIONAL 
TYPE OF ~NEEK DAY CHURCH SCHOOL 

Department of' Religious Education 

• 4< •••••• 

LEG EN]) 
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the Ol"pl11s&tion of the thir'd ttpe of school. Table two gives the nUJDooo 

ber ot the churches and. Week lla7 Clmroh Schools represented bJ the 'far-

ioua 4enoii1Jl&tioaa tor the Je&'r 1919-30. 

DDOMIBTI OBS All}) Dl.E DAY CJnmCH SCHOOLS 
OJ IB!.ER»Eli'OIIDTIOlTAL TYPE llEPRESEN'fQ 

ill 1919-30. 

Danominatioa llepresentei llumber ot 
Churches 

Baptist l& 
Congrecatioaal a 
Episcopal Protestant 18 
E~gelioal I 
Lutheran 15 
18thod1st Episcopal 13 
PreabJteri&Jil 17 
United PreabJterian 5 
Reformed 10 
Universalist I 
Interdenominational 3 
Christian 1 

Total 120 

1. AD. Esti•te ot This T:mt 

llwaber ct 
!4nht\nl.a 

13 
5 
3 
1 

' 11 
9 
1 
5 
1 
5 
3 

Since we have studied the advantages and disadvantages of the first 

and second types of Week D&Ji Clmrch Schools, 1 t is now our P-"ll...OOse to 

stlld.f the strong and weak points of the third type of Week Da.J' CJ::tu:r.ah 

Sol'lool. 

Since the denominations are united in the 1nter:.den0llinat1onal 

t;pe of Week :0..1 Church SCl'lool, this tne has certain adw.ntages which 

the other two do not have. It has some ot the same advantages as the 

second type of school. Some of the advantages coDUBOn to the thircl. type 



of Week Da.v Church School are listed below: 

1. Opporttmi ty for tm.i ted effort in dealing w1 th t.be public 

school 

2. Larger number of educationally trained teachers obtainable 

8. Possibility of more paid teachers 

4. Possibility of more conferences for the teachers 

5. Provision i.n religious instruction for the largest number 

of children 

6. Provision for more Week :Day Church School centers which are 

a:vailable to the public school children 

?. Opportunity for increasing the spirit of cooperation in the 

OOJDIDD.Ilit.f 

a. Provision for a more uniform program among the denominatioDa 

2· Its Pisadyantano 

JJ. though the in terd.enominational twe of Weak :Da3 Church School 

has some real advantages, it is necessar1 also to consider its disad.­

~tagea. The following appear to be outstanding: 

1. No opporttmity for correlation between the Week Dal Church 

School, and other parts of the church's program 

2. Possibility of the local charch members to be less enthusi­

astic, and to feel less responsible in the training of 

their oa children 

The outstanding advantaces of the interdenominational twe of week 

Da3 Oharch School are the opportunity for a much larger enrollment 

than is possible 1n the other types of schools, a higher educated tea­

chingL staff than is found in the other twe• of schools, and the poa-



sibili t1 for a mre coeperati ve commt.mitJ7 spirit. With tb.Sse is de• 

sired a real interest on the part of the members of the churoh. Since 

this is sometimes laokinr in the local clmrches whose children are in 

the interdenominational tJrpe of school, and since there cannot be a 

unified local ehuroh program, 1 t appears that no one t1:Pe is absolute­

lJ7 ideal. However, if the Week ky Church Scbool is to be a part of 

the child. •s life as the public school is a part of his life, it appears 

that the third t1:Pe of Week :DaJ7 Cl:mrch. SObool is best sui ted to reach 

the children of public scbool &re• 

HaVing studied the -.rious tnes of Week Da3 Clmrch SChools in 

.BrooklJ7U, it is our purpose in the next chapter to study just what ~ t 

the Department of Religious Education of !he Brooklyn J'ederatio:u of 

Churches pla.vs in these Week l8J7 CJ:mreh SCbools. 



A STUDY OF mE ROLE OF THE FElERJ.Tl Oll OF mro:RCHES 

Ill THE WEB :DAY ClWRW SCliOOI. KOVEmlliT OJ' 

BBOOKLnt 



A Sm.tlY OF 9 :a aLE OF THE ftDEIU.TI 0'1 OJ' 

CRllRCSS IN mE ~ l».Y CH'DROR SCBOQL KOVEllilH 

OJ' lROOILD 

Si:Boe our atud.J ia lim ted to theae Week Jay Church Schools ia 

irOokliJS which Re 1B some W&1 under the aurveill&nce of the Dep&r't• 

me:a.t of Religious Eclaation of the irOcltl.IJS J'ederation o:t C1'11trches. 

and since thia departmeJlt has a vi tal part in the work of Wee1t 'J'Jiq 

Ctm.roh Sohoola in !rooklp, it is important that we -.ke a study of 

tbia orgaaiutioa in eouectio:a with this sarvey. It is our purpoae 

to study the organisation of tbia department, and 1 ts fWlotion ill re­

lation to the 'leek Dalf Church SChools in :Brookllfih 

.A. Ita Bacut1Dt 

'fhe Brookl1J1 Federation of Clmrchea began its work in 1920.1!!le 

exact date o:f' the orpni:aation of the Department of Religious Educa-

tion is not available. Six :~ears ago, mwever, Vr. J. x. carpenter 

be&lame the first D1rector of this 4epartment • !he next :~ear Jliaa 

:Dorotbi' Collins came aa .Asaooiate llire4tor. !wo 1eara ago the Asso­

ciate Director for YoUlll; Peoples' .lctivities was added to the atat:t. 

!here is alae a seneral secretary. !his 19ar there is aa additional 

•••••••• 

1. O:t. Year Bock 193o-3l .BrOokllfll Federation o:t Churches, p.!l. 



1 
part time Week :oa, Cl:m.rch Sohool superVisor. 

B. Its Bepresentatiyes 

26 

Ia a4d1 tion to the e:uouti ft members of the orcanization, tb.ia 

coll1liasion is made up of representati vea, both l&J an4 pastoral, from 

the 'Various denominations, a:ad representati vea from the Y. •• c • .t.., 
y. w. c ...... the Protestant feachera Asaociatioa, the :Brookl3J& ama.a, 

School tmion, an4 the Jretropolitan Pederation of DailJ Yaoation Bible 

Schoola. !he Pederation is cooperatinc with, and is finanoiallJ .helP-

eel bJ the last three orcauisations. Cooperatio:a and interest are be-

inc shown bJ these different orpaisatio:aa in the preaent-da3 proarsm 

of relicious eduoat1o:a. 2 

.&.. the sccme of Ita Jor.}t 

tis Department does not concern 1 taelf w:J. th the W'eek lla.J Church 

School alone, but with the entire eduoatioaal program and policies of 

the ir'oOklp Pederatioa of Cllurchea. It concerns itself w1 th the Week 

lla.1 Cl:m.roh Schools, the Yaoation ChurCh Sc.bools, the Young Peoplea'' 

organiaatioaa, the Lea4erahip !raining SChools, a.n4 with -.n, related 

act 1 vi ties and calla for aervioe from a 1 ar!$ JJ."Ulbe.r of the elmroh.ea 
s 

in B.rookl,n. Oar intereat, however, is confined to ita relation to 

the Week :Da3 Church SChools • 

•••••••• 

1. !be &bove,infor•tioa was aeeured from lfiaa l)orotb3 Collins, .laao• 
eiate :a1rector of the :Department of Religious Ed:ueation of the 
,.JroOkl,n Cl:m.roh.ea. 

a. Ibid 
3. Ibid. 



B. Jtimglatipp of 1aterllt 

Since man,y of the Protestant children are still 1mreached bJ the 

Week Da,y Charch School, the Department of :Religious Eclucatioa e.nd.eav• 

ors to atialate more ~ople ia the interests of the Week Dl,y Clmrch 

lcl:lcols. fhia is accoi;Q.ished. through confern.eea and by &ddresaes 

in the "fal"ious cl'll:&rch achools. .&1 though the 4enom1.D.atioaal tne ot 

Week D&J Clmrch Sc.bool is not controlled b,y the Federation of Church-

es, it is sometimea poaaible for the aa.pe.rviaora of the Department ot 

lteligl.oua :U.uoatie to visit the aol:lcols to establish friendl,y rela­

tioaabipa, &Ud to stimalate further interest and growth in their o• 

Week 1J&J Cimrch SO.bool. In the other tnes of Week kJ Cburo.h scaools, 

the :Department of Belicious Education helpa to sti.:mal&te interest b.V 

c1 Vine pablioitJ to t.U Week :Da.v Clm.ro.h Sehoola, b; promoting iatereat 

t.broup the public school, and. b,y cettiag ia to touch with the pa.renta 

1 of the pu:pUa. 

C. Qrgy.i&tign Qf lf!k Dal Cbprgh S9hpola 

It is ut the polio; of this Departme:at to &siiWDI coliQ)lete respo:a­

sibU1t7 tor all the Week :Da1 Clm.roh SChools. It asauaes coJQl.ete 

o.barp in the third. tne of school o:al7• these schools are interd...,.. 

nollinational an4 eoJa~mit,y in tne. !he,y are often held i:a ce:atera 

where the charoh and. collllWlit,y are not able to proV14e tor t.he reli• 

c1ous needs of the child.. Whe:a this :Departan.t .bears of such a eo ... 

maait;, it proceed.a to orcaniae a school if possible. !he first step 

is to get into toueh with so• church i:a the OODIIBWlit7, and to secure 

a place tor holding the school. !he next step is to interview the 

•••••••• 



principal of the pablio school, in order to discover to what extent 

he •; 'be w1111ng to cooperate with the Week Da; Church School. lf8 

.:,, tor exaa.ple, 'be willing to oanw.sa the sobool to find the Pl"o­

testut children, ad he ma; enoourap thea to go to the week :oa,. 

the part of the p11blic achool, the Dumber a in the Week De.; Church 

School are rather small. Baperience .baa s.bowa that soh depends upoll 

l 
the attitwle ot t.be public acbool. 

:D. aQperyialpp p' We@ J!N' csra lcMP.I 

!he ])epartmeDt of Beligioua llluoatioD aefvea ODe lmndred tea Week 

Jl&7 C.lnu'ch Schools b.v perso:a&J. vial ts of the superVisors. One auper­

viaor visi ta the junior departments in the w.rious schools, and the 

other supervis41" obae.rwa the pri~; departments. !he teachers are 

,;ivan triendl; oouael. If either of the supervisors find.s a problem 

which is peculiar to the other department, this is reported., and steps 

ar• takea to meet 1 t. ¥out.bl.J conferences are held tor the primt.rJ 

teachers and. tor the junior teachers. During these meetings special 

attention is giveu to problema as theJ have been observed. on the field. 

Bot onl; do the superVisors give helpful suggestions, but the schools 

help eMh other to solve their problems. One W&'fi in which the; ou 

help edh other :b1 solvinc their needs is bJ visiting other Week :D&J 

Church Schools. !his is helPful, because what •1 be l&OkiDC in oue 

school •1 be ver; suggeatiw in another school. Fer this purpose the 

a 
:Departaeat keeps a list of schools tor observatiOlh 

1. Op.oit. 
a. Op.oit. 

•••••••• 
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. 
E. Sjaffing the Itt& IN Cprch S!:(hQpla 

After an interclenominat1onal. t,ype of school baa been orcaniaecl 

it ia neeesaar.v to find a competent leader to take complete ch&rp 

of the achool. It the churches canaot provide a capable leader nor 

funds te carr; on the werk, then the Jederatien aeeurea auoh a le...., 

de.l'. If this lea4er has eharae ef the jlUlier fFOup, then there ia 

generall.V an assistant preVided fer the prilar; department. fhirt.v 

f'1 ve of the leaders who aerve as principals, departmental heads, and 

teacher a are pa14 b.V the Federatien. labati tute teachers :tv t.be 
1 

sehoola are etten provided through the Federation. an.v loe&l church-

es which are aeeki:ng leaderahip tor Week »a.v Chureh SChools are n;p­

pl1ed from applic&tiona filed w1 th the .Brookl3U Federation ot Church­
a 

ea. 

Worship programs are sent out each month to beth priar.v aad Ja-

ior depwtments of the one lmndred ten aohools. !hese programs are 

planned b; the supervisors of this :Department of Religious Education. 

Sometimes the leaders in charge of the Junior greups who use the Fed• 

eration materials help to evaluate and plan :tutare programs. fhis De-

partment of Beligieus Education of:f'erw its serVices in the selectioa 

an4 clevelopment of curricula materi&la. Jtan.v achools avail themael vea 

of materials from the loan libert.v. It is interesting to note that a 

l'ewa Bul.leti:n of .Broeklan week l)a.V Church SChools is published, gi.Vi•« 

i:n:f'ermatioa regarding the aoti'Vitiea of the schools~ impertant announce-

•••••••• 
1. Op.oit. 
a. Of • Year Book 1930..31 Br'OGkl1J1 Federation Of Churches, P• 29. 
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JJI8nts, suggestions as to recent books in religious eduoatio:n, and o-

1 
ther worthwhile items. 

II I StJD.Ult 

!he !r'oOltlaa :rederatio:n of Clmrehes as established 1B 1920. S1z 

J"eal"S later, Xr. J • ll. C&rpenter beoaae the J)irector Of the J)epart-

me:nt of lleligioua lduoatio:n. S1nee then others have been added to 

the staff u:ntil t.oda.v there are five •IIbera. In addi tio:a, there are 

represe:atati ves t.rcua the various denominations &D4 religious organiza-

tioas. 

!he J)epa.rtment of Religious Education concerns itself with the 

Weelt ])a; Church Schools, the Vacation Cl:l.urch SChools, the tou:nc Peo­

ples • organiaationa, and the Leadership !rain1Bg SC.bools, and other 

acti vi tie a of aolU of the churches. It stimulates interest in the 

Week Da7 Church SChools b3 eontereneea, by visitation i:n the schools, 

and by ita relationship with the public schools. It organizes W&elt 

J)e.y Church SChools of the interdenomin&.tion&l t3Pe in centers where 

religious education is needed. It provides two supervisors who visit 

the Week J)e.7 Church Schools. !his Department aids in the securing of 

teachers for the Week Day Church Schoola. Worship programs ::for the 

primary and J~mior depa.rtmenta are sent out each month to the one lm:a-

dred ten Week :Da7 Cl:m.rch SChools. It also offers 1 ts serVieea in the 

seleotio:a of eurrieulUJB •teriala, and it lends books to t.be Week 'IIal 

C.hurch School leaders from its librar;. It can be concluded, therefore, 

•••••••• 

1. Op.cit. 



ll. 

that t.be Department of Religious lMuoation of the .Brook:lya ·Federation 

of Churches has a vi tal part in the work of so:ase of the week Da.v 

Church Sehools in Brooklya. 



C:HAPTER II I 

OF T:H.a.i 

CHURCH SCHOOLS IN atOOKLm 



O:HUTER III 

.l SURVEY OF THE TEACHING FORCE OF 

WE.iSK DAY CHURCH SCHOOLS IN BROOXL!li 

It is ou purpose in the studa of the Week Da.J O.tmreh Se.bool 

teachers of Brookl.vn to find out the problems involved in securing 

teachers, the sources from which teachers are secured, their educa­

tio:n&l qualifications, their experience, and financial oom;pensation. 

I. ANALYSIS OF i'.UCHING-SOUB.CES 

J\.. !he Problem of Securigg !eaohers 

One of the gr-eatest assets of the Week Day Church Se.bool is a 

capable teacher. In tact, as ia generally recognised, the suooeaa 

of the school to a lar~ extent depends upon its teachers. JOr this 

reaaon, the Department of lieligious Education considers the securing 

of a competent teacher one of the i~rtant steps in tha organization 

of a school. It is difficult to secure a sufficient number of well 

trained teachers for the Week Day Church Schools. This is due in 

part to the recent development of the Week Da.3 Church School. Jlovement. 

Hcwe•er, more emphasis is being placed on religious education, and 

there is an increased interest in Week Da.a Church Schools. Therefore, 

it is possible that more competent teachers will be available in the 

future. There might be more oo~etent teachers in the schools if there 

... 



were sufficient funds to pay them. It is often said that teachers in 

the Week :D&y Cl:lurah Schools should be as well prepared for their work 

as the public school teachers. Since this is the case, it naturall9 

follows that they should receive remuneration. In securing teachers, 

the time of the Week Day Church Sclwol must be taken into consideration. 

Some teaol~rs who have the essential qualifications ma9 not be free 

from their other duties at the hour when the school meets. In con­

sidering teachers tor the Week Day Church S'hools, the following fac­

tors mnst necessarily be kept in Ddnds their spiritual qualifications, 

their education, their experience, their free time, and. the amount of 

remneration which ia possible. !he De:r;a.rtment of Religious &tuoa­

tion helps to solve the problem in the third. type of Week Day Clmroh 

School b9 appointing one or two qualified teachers to take charge ot 

the work. The other types ot Schools generally provide their ow.a tea­

chers • 

.B. The COnsti tuenc.v of t4e teaching Foree 

1. Information lequred throyh Dewtme:nt ot RelirlOU! 

_:Bdp.ea ti 01 

During 1929-30 eight Weak lla,- Church Schools ot the first t.v.Pe 

were to sOD& extent assisted by the Department of Religious Education. 

In seven schools the pastors were the teachers, and in one a part-time 

teacher was eD{Ployed. During this same year, twent,- schools ot the 

second. t,vpe reporte4 to the Department of Religious Education. In these 

schools there were three pastors, tive directors of religious education, 

eight part-time emplo,-ed teachers, and tour volunteer teachers. During 

the year 1929-30, there were sixty-four schools of the third type. The 



!he teachers in these sjhoola were leaders seou.red bJ tu Department 

of l'lelig:l.ous Ed.ucation. It, therefore, oan be concluded that the tea­

chers in these schools are ministers and directors of relig~ous educa­

tion who serve in the Week Da.v Sohoola aa a part of their rego.lar work, 

and teachers who are pa.rt-tiae teachers, namely, those who are engaged 

in other work an4 who give of their spare t111Et to the Week Da.v Clm.roh 

School work. 

2. Findings by Visitign 

Twenty Week Day Church Schools were visited. Of these, four­

teen were of the interdenominational type, five of the indi vi4ual­

church cooperating type, and one of the denominational type~ ~s these 

schools were Visited, information as to the teaching sources was se­

cured from. a leader. Such inforlll&tion is contained in chart number 

four. In this chart, as well as in the following charta, each school 

is given a number for convenience, the same number being.kept thro~ 

out. 



Jfth so. --lfUlllber of School 
Bo. !t. -lfaber ot !teachers 
CA. L --cl:m.roh lle!lbera 
Mla. --Janiater 
D. B. E.--:Di.reotor of lleligious 14uoat1om 
P. s. T.--hlllio School !eaohera 
D. -·»eaoonesa 
Stu. -Stu4enta 
L w. ·-Dlasion WOrk~ 
P. w. -•Pariah Workers 



Bo • •• Ch. 
sc " ! • 
1 3 3 

2 14 4 

3 4 

4 6 3 

5 5 5 

6 3 

7 4 4 

8 3 

9 5 5 

10 10 10 

11 4 2 

12 8 6 

13 4 4 

14 8 6 

15 3 
.. 

16 6 

17 2 1 

18 14 

19 2 

20 7 2 

!otal 105 55 

ORa! 4 

~OIIDIG-SOtmOBS OF THE W1IElt 
~y OHUROR SCHOOLS VISITED 

:aun. D. of P. s. D. Stu. 
B., E. T. 

1 

1 1 4 2 

1 1 2 

1 2 

1 1 

1 

1 1 1 

1 

1 

1 2 

1 1 

1 

2 1 

1 1 2 

1 6 

1 

14 

1 

1 4 

8 18 81 2 11 

35 

L W. P. Vi• 

2 

1 

2 1 
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It ou be see:a from the above oba.rt that the ma,lori t1 of the te ... 

c.bera are talte:a :from the o.htu>oh membership. !here are eight ministers, 

thi-••~flireoto.rs of religious education, thirt;-one public school t...., 

chars, two deaconesses, eleve:a stude:ata, two mission workers, ani one 

tarish worker. !herefore, the clmrch and the school provides 1110st ot 

the week lJ&; Cha.rch School teachers. 

Ia this stud; we are not o:al; coneerned w1 th the seuroes of tlle 

Week »&1 Cla.roh &obool teachers, but also with their b&okcrol1D4 ot 

t.raininc ud ezperienee, which will be taltea into oonsideratioa now. 

A. InfprwtieJJ. S!CW'M D,rough th! :Dtpat:§Pmt of lteligioul ltiluoatioa 

ot Bro.oklp Ne.ratipn of ClJirt4e• 

1. General 14uoa1jiop of !euP.era 

It waa posaible to obtain information from the Department of 

lleligious Education rega.rdiag the general eduoa tion of elevea t.ea.ohers 

tor the ;ear 1929-30. Cba.rt number five contains such infor•tion. 



Z'l 

lf'W'.I.ber Grade High School Normal College Years of 
ot Tlm.ght Graduate Scllool Graduate Gn.duate 

Tea.oheJ Graduate Work. 

1 Prim&r¥ Yea Yea 

a Juior Yea Yea 

8 Junior Equi val ant Equivalent 

4 Pr1mar1 Yea 

5 JW'lior Yea Yea 

Primary 
6 Junior Yea Yea Yea 8 

7 .Pr1mar1 Yea Yea 

Pri.m&r¥ 
8 piano 

.Prim&r¥ 
g and Yea Yea 

Junior 
Inter-

10 Mediate Yea Yea Yea 4 

11 Prima.r3 Yea 



Since intormatioll was not available regarding the education and 

ezperience of the teachers secured by the local churches, it sbou14 

be remembered that the.v are not considered when we are dealing with 

the elevea teachers who were secured by .. the .Brookl,ya federation ot 

Churches. It is ver3 l1kel1 that these teachers have higher educa­

tional qualifications than the average Week Day Cburoh School tea­

cher. All but one of the eleven teachers are high sebool graduates. 

Seven have ha4 norlll!ll. training or its equi"Valent; three are college 

graduates, and two have .bad soilS graduate work. It all the 'feek Da.v 

Church School teachers were as well trained. in general· educatioa, 

there would, no doubt, be a marked improvement ia the teaching statt 

ot the Week :Da3 Church Schools. 

2. Prote§siolfl !raining ot ;,achera 

Since we have stud.iell the general education ot these elevea 

teachers, it is now our purpose to study their professional training. 

This information 1s contained on chart number au. 

38 



PROFESSIONAL TBAINING 017 &OHmS 

Number Grade Number of Number of un- Degrees 
Standard dergradu.ate in 
Leadership courses in Bible Rel. Ed. 
Credits and Rel. Ed. 

l Primary 

2 Junior l 

3 Junior 6 

4 Primar; 

5 Junior 

PrimarJ 
6 and K.R.E. 

Junior 

7 Primar; 2 

P.rima.r; 
8 and. 

t>iano 
Primary 

9 and Diploma 
Junior 
Inter-

10 mediate 5 Jl.R.E. 

ll Primary 9 12 

According to the abo~e chart, three of these teachers have tak-

en work in a Leadership !raining School, four have taken some cour-

sea in Bnble and religious education,,and two have degrees of mas-

ter of Religious education. Again it ~at be remembered that this 
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does not a.pplJ to all the Week "JJ&7 Ohurch Bcbool teachera. 

It is known that the experience of teachers is practicallJ as 

essential as education. Chart number seven gives information regard-

ing the experience of these teachers. 

:lumbar Years as Years as Years as 
of Sabbath School Public School Week DaJ 

Teacher Teacher a Teachers Church School 
Teachers 

1 2! 10 10 

2 8 10 l 

3 I5 1 

' 10 3 

5 16 10 3 

6 20 
~ 

3 

7 14 2 

8 l l 

9 25 5 

10 • 6 6 

ll 15 2 



LEGEN'D 

of School ---Number of SCboel 
---------Bzperience aa minister tin. 

B.• E. 
P. S. 
Spec. 
:a. 

---------~aining or experience in religious eiucatioa 
----------Bxperience aa public school teacher 
--------hperience in D'l8ic, art, or recreation 
---·------Ezperienoe aa a deaconess 

P. lf• -------JS.zperieue aa a pvish worker 
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It is seen trom the above chart that all but two bave had a num-

ber of years of experience in the Sabbath School, f'i ve bave had ex-

perience as public school teachers, and the majority have had at 

least three :fS&rS of experie:nee in the Week Day Church Sc.bools. If 

Sabbath School training and Week Day Church School training are aa-

sets 1l'l teac.hil'lg religion, then these teaehers should be well qual-

ifie4. 

B. Findincs by Viaitation 

As the various Week Day Chnrch Schools were visited, informatica 

was obtained as to the experience of the teachers in those schools. 

Chart number eight gives the information seeure4. 

VISITATIOli 

llo. of llin. :a. E. P. S. hpE:trienoe D. P. W. 
School Soec. 

l 1 

2 l. 1 4 

3 1 l 2 

4 1 2 -

5 2 

6 l l 

'1 1 

8 1 1 l 

9 1 

10 l 



E:merie:nce 
liio. JI1D. R. &. P. S. Spec. D. P. w. 
So. 

u 1 

12 1 

13 1 2 

14t 2 1 

15 1 1 2 

16 l 6 

17 l l 

18 l4t 

19 l 

20 l 

fotal. 8 lS 84. 3 2 l 

According to the above chart it is fouad that eight of the tea-

c.bera .bave had. trai:ning as ministers; thirteen as workers 1n re1i• 

c1oua education; thirtJ-fOur as public school teachers. three aa spe­

cial teachers in art. Dlllsio, and. recreational leadership; two aa de&-

conesaea, and one aa a pariah worker. 

c. Aotiemic staM&£dl of the ;pewtment gf )lel!ci.Qus &ducatioa 

!here are no set rulea eovering the requirementa of those who 

make application to teach in the ~ookl;a week DaJ Cnarch SChools. 

However, the Department of Religins lld:uoatiou e:acouragea ita teachers 

to work for the I:aternatio:aal Council diploma which is grante4 for 

twelve hours of credit 1D the .Standard Leadership ~aining Sahoola. 

Some of the teachers have taken work in the departments of religious 



which, w1 th their limited amoa.t of preparation, is accepted as aa 
1 

equivalent to a d1P1o.a from a Leadership !raining School. 

f.birt;-f1 ve leaders are p&id b; the J'edera tion ot Churches• !hel 
s 

serve as prinoip&ls. departmental bea4a or teachers. !bare are a few 

whose salaries are :pledged b; the local· cl:mrohes. In such oases the 

pledges are sent to the Department of lleligious Education of Jrookl;n 

Federation of Churches, and it in t11rn pays the teachers. lnfox-.tion 

is not available concerning teachers who receive their compensation 

through their local ch.urches, acept as it .bas been obtained tbrouch 

Visi tatioa. koh information is contained in chart number nine. 

JfanJ of the teachers in Jrookl;n are volunteers, and .recei Ye no 

remuneration il'l dollars and cents. fbe e:u.ct number of such teachers 

is not aft.il&ble, although some information bas been secured ia Via-

ita to the .rloas achoola. SUch information is containeci in chart 

nuaber nlne. 

• ••••••• 

1 •. fh.e above information as secured from Miss :Doroth; Collins, As­
sociate Director of Department of Religious Education. 

2• Year Book 1930-31 :Brookl;n Federation of Churches, P• S9. 



Ho. So. --·-------------- Huabar of School 
Local Ch. --------------- Local C&arch 
Home ~ :8.--------------- Home Mission Board 
:s. 1. o. ------------- :Brcokl.vn Jederation of Churches 
Vol. --------------- Volunteer Ser. as part of work ---- Serving as a part of regular work. 

Bin. ---- minister 
D. -----Deaconess 

F. w. ---- Parish Worker 
D. R. E. ---- Director of Religious Eduoatioll 



CO~SATION OF TEACHERS 

No. 
;.,; tion 

Sch · Local Ch. Home 14. B. B. F. D. Vol •. Ser. aa t>art of work 
mn. Di). P.w. D.:a.E • 

1 • 
2 • • • 
I • • • 
4 * 
5 * 
6 • 
'1 • 
a • f 

9 • • 
10 • 
11 • 
12 • • 
lS • 
14 • * 

16 • * • 
16 • 
1'1 • • 
18 * 

19 * • 
20 • • 
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It can be seen from the above chart that the ~orit.v of the 

Week J>a.v Clmrch SC.hool teachers are voluntee.r.. II&D.V are serv1nc 

a~ a part of their regular work such as ministers, directors of re­

ligious education, and other workers. These usuall..V act as super­

intendent with a corps of volunteer teachers. A few are paid b.v the 

local ohu..rohea, and the workers in one mission are paid b.V 1 ts .home 

m1aa1on bcarc1.. !herefore, it appEulrs that Week Da.v Clmreh Ol:mro.b. 

teaohers fQr the moat part are not paid. 

IV. SUJIQBY 

We have seea, 1n our aurYeJ of the teaching force of the week 

Da.v Cl:mrch Sc.hools that the securing of teachers is a problem. !his 

is due to the 1nautf1o1ent number of well ~ained teaehers who are a­

va.1lable, the lack of :f'UD.4s to secure teachers who have had apeoi&l 

training in religious education, and the conflict between the time 

schedules of possible teachers and of the schools. The meJorit.v of 

the teachers are part-time teachers, such as church members, minis­

ters, directors of religious education, public aohool teachers, &nd 

college stwlenta who c&rrJ on their work in the Week Da.v Church School 

in addition to, or as a part of their regular work. As a rule, the 

le&4ers appointed. b7 the Department of Religious Education have more 

general education and some work in .religious education. Some of the 

Week Da.v Church School teachers have hs.4 experience as public school 

teachers, ministers, and Sabbath School teachers. Some of the teach­

ers are church members who are not espeoiall.V trained, but who have 

been instructed in Christiaa homes. !here are no definite standards 
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requ1recl of the teaohers by the :Department of Religious Education of 

B.rookl111 Jredera.t1on of Churches. However, twelve hol.l.t"a of credit in 

a Standard Leadership Training School is encouraged. Many of the te._ 

chars are volunteers who receive remuneration :for their service. 

Others are paid by their local churches, and others are paid by the 

Federation of Churches. faken as a whole, therefore, the teaching 

force of the Week Day Chur'ch Schools of Brooklyn is not on a par w1 th 

the teaching force of the public schools. 



C:HAPTER IV 

AN ANALYSIS OF THE PUPIL-GROUPS OF WE~ DAY 

Cl!URCR SCHO<LS IN BROOKLlll, AS fu!.'V·!i.U,IDD BY 

INFClUU..TION ~CUllJY;J) THROUGH THE: DEPARTMI.!mT 

OF RlilLIGIOUS EWCATION OF mE BROOKLD FED­

ElU.TION OF C:amCHES AND THB.OUGH VISITATION 
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OF THI:Jl l?UP.IL-JROu'PS OF 

CHURCH SCHOOLS Ill .BROQlU.;m,AS :rul.'VTilU .. l'lJ) .BY 

INFOIUIA!l:ION ~"U~D THROUGH 1'Hli.l DEPARTT&H 

OF Riil:Ll.GlOUS EJJOW\TION OF THE: .BROOKLYN FE.ll­

lm&Tl ON OF OHUR~S All""D BY VISI T&n Oli 
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lu the preceding chapter our interest waa centered in a stu.dy 

of the teachers in the Week J:Ja; Chu.rc.h Schools of Brooklan. 1Ne shall 

now turn our attention to the pupils enrolled in these schools. They, 

without question, constitute the most important element of the school. 

In our stu.dy, we shall consider the ways in whioh the children are ap.. 

priaed of the Week Da; Clm.rch School, the nwnber of childrea who are 

taking advantage ot religious 1nsk'1loU,on, the grouping ot the child­

ren into departments and claaaea, ~d, ao tar aa possible, the home 

and church baokg,t>ouad ot the pupi.la. 

I. IliFOlUU.TIOlf SECURED TBROUGE: T.aE :DEPARTmnfT OF 

l'iliLI GI OUS EDUOATI Olf 

l. f!thg4s Of SeOUfiAg Jfembe£1 fg£ the Bprollme:o.t 

In order to receive pupils into the Week Day Church School it 

1a necesaar.v to inform them of the school. This is ottea accomplished 

through the public school an4 the home. It there is oooperatio• be-



WEEK-DAY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

To Parents of Children attending Public School 92 

You will be interested in knowing classes in Protestant Religious 
Education will be opened in the Congregational Church of the 
Evangel, Bedford and Hawthorne Street, Thursday, January 15th 
at 3:15 P. M. 

The instruction which is interdenominational in character will 
be appealing to the interest of your child, and will attempt to meet 
some of the religious needs of his present day life. 

Will you please sign your name in the space below·and have 
your child present this paper to his public school teacher. 

I do wish my child to receive religious instruction 

Signed---------------------------------- _________________ .. ______________ _ 

Address _____________________________________________________________ _ 

Name of child 

Grade in Public School 

Note: 
The Week-Day School at the Church of the Evangel has been 

located so as to reach the children nearer P. S. 92. If you made 
a negative reply to the former sheet sent out, or if you wish your 
children to go to this school nearer your home, we hope your reply 
will be affirmative in this case because the school is located so 
much nearer to the public school. 
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tween the public aohool and the Week :Daz Church School, the teachers 

invite ·aad encourage the Protestant children to attend their own school 

ot religious inatruotion. !he parents are also told of the opportunity 

gi"fen the children to attend week Da,v Olm.rch School. Since 1926 ques­

tionnaires similar to the attached oae haft been used iD approxiatel,v 

fort.v aehoola. Enrollment is secured also through visits in the homes. 

2. Numl>e,r Enrolled 

!hat this cooperation has been at least partial.l1 eftecti ve, ia 

evident from the fact that tor the ,veu 1929-30, there was a total eu­

rollment of seven thouaani in the W'eelt Das Clm.roh Schools which re­

port64 to the ])epa.rtment ot Religious Muoation of the Brookl.vn Fecler­

ation ot Cburohea. 

Information concerning the organisation in to groups is &Yailable 

tor thirt1-~1x Week »as Church Schools. !went; schools are organizecl 

into d&p4rtmenta which generally include p.riary and 3unior depart­

menta. F1 "f8 aehools are organised as junior groupa. Eleven schools 

are cloae11 graded. In come eases the children are graded accordinc 

to their grades in public school, and in other cases aeoordinc to their 

aces. l!lvidently, it we can take these schools as typical of the entire 

group, more of the week Day Church Schools of Brooklyn are organized 

into departments than are closely graded• 

c. Peraopel of firgup a 



'' 
'l!he children wbo come to the Weak Day Church Schools differ 

greatly ill t.beir home life. It is aa14 that they vary frma the o­

ler pr1"91lepd ehilcl to the little foreign waif' whose environmental 
l 

:faetors include no conceptioll of the meaning of' Christian education. 

However, no 4ef1lli te statistics 011 t.be matter are availa'ble. 

All the children who attend fwwk lla3 Church SDhools have an opw 

porttmi ty to beeome a part of the olwreh. !he local pastors are g1 ven 

the .D8Jil8s o:f those children ill their schools who are not ooueeted 

w1 th any elmrch. 'l!he pare11ts are also called upon and inTi tetl to at-

tend. church services. !he eh114ren ef' some of the Week lla3 ~11 

SChools are enrolled 111 confirmation classes and then reeeived into the 
2 

olmrohea. 

II. lDOlUIA.TIOlf SEO"QlUSD TBBOUGH VISIT.A.!rl.Olf 

OF. \VEElt DAY OltUROH SOHO(I.S 

~11ty Week Day Clm.roh Sobools were Visited in which it was pos-

sible to obtain information concerning the number of pupils enrolle&, 

the average a.ttenianoe, and. the tne of' orpnhation of' each school. 

Some information concerning their home bao~ound and relationship wi~ 

the obnroh was also obtained. 

A· §iae of fjrou;ng 

1. Enrollme;at 

•••••••• 

1. !he above information has bee:a secure& from Jliss :jloroth.J Collins, .Aa­
aooiate lltreotor of the De~tment of' Religious Ellu.oation of the 
Brookl311 Federation of Churches. 

2. X b .,.J 



a. Jltth9ds of l!ct~ring Jlembera tor the lnrollment 

Leaders in the various Week lla; ClD:lroh SChools Tiai ted were 

asked how they secured pupils for their enrollment. 

were g1 WlU thrcragh unounoement at the public school, through preme• 

tion in the &abb&th SChool, aD4 through 'Visitation in the •••• !he 

enroll• at, therefore, in the Week Ia; Church SChool a de:peads to a 

larce ezteat u:pcn the attitude of the public school, the &abb&th ie.hDOl. 

and, perhaps most of all, the home. 

b. prollmant t'Q£ the Itrious Scl\Qola 

!he Week llat Church 8ohoola visited differ ver; mach in aise, 

for the.v range from u enrollment of twe:at.v pupils to tl:lat of two han• 

dred fort.v pupils. 

a. Aurve .A.ttmanct 

It is seen from chart ml.llber ten t.bat the average attendanoe ia 

the m&Jorit.v of cases la mu.ch smaller thazl the enrollJMnt. However, 

there are a few aehools whose averace attendance is almoat th& same aa 

the enroll•nt. 

:B. Orgniation of Qroupa 

1. l>iyisiona into :Demtment1 

!he majorit.V of the Week l)a,f Church Schools are diVided into 4e­

partmenta. Some, however, are cloael.v srued.. It cam. be seen :trom 

c.bart :awaber ten that some are distinotlt departmental, and others have 

foun4 it neceasar.v to put two departments together. 

a. l>!Vilioas iatp glasses 

the number of classes in the Week Da.v Church Schools ranges trom 

one class to thirteen classes. fhe number ot pupils in the classes 

var.v greatlJ, so• being mu.ch larger tbaa others. !here is not ala.va 

a sufficient number of teachers &"fail&ble to meet the needs of the groups. 



llo. 
Sc. 

l 

a 

I 

4 

5 

6 

, 

8 

9 

lf 

ll 

I 

OH.&.it! 10 

fill SIZll AND ORGAIIZ!fiOI' OJ' SCHOOLS 
VISI!ID 

Bnrollment Average De:partme:nta 
Attnd.aaoe 

30 &5 Junior 

1&0 110 IU.ndergarte:n 
Pr1DJar1 
Junior 
Intermediate 

S5 as Gra4e4 
according to 
public school 

1&8 90 Pri-.r.J 
Junior &114 
Intermediate 

90 50 Graded 
according to 
ace 

* • 
&50 aoo Graded 

according to 
age 

.. 

106 100 IU.nderprte:n 
l'ri.mar; 
Junior 
Intermediate 

.. * * 
65 40 Jtmior 

Intermed.iate 

50 39 Prim&r1 
Junior 
Intermediate 

?I 65 Grded 
ae cording to 
public school 

48 40 Pr1m&r1 
Juior 
Intermediate 

Claaaea A"fW618 
Sise of 
Claaaea 

3 8 

11 ll 

4 6 

6 li 

5 10 

4 25 

3 

8 18 

10 7 

I u, 



lfo. Entoollment Averace Departments QJ.asses J.verace 
Sc. .lttendallee SiB& Of 

Ol_assea 

12 89 70 Primary 7 10 
Junior 

1$ ii 44 Primary 2 22 
Junior 

14 " 35 Primary 4 9 
Junior 
Intermediate 

l~ • 25 :Beci.nners $ a 
Primar; 
Junior 

16 110 100 Pri-.ry i 17 
Junior 

17 48 25 Primary ·a 13 
Junior 

18 240 200. Graded. '1 29 
according to 
publ ie school 

19 20 16 Graded l 16 
according to 
age 

20 50 30 Graded '1 4 
according to 
public school 

~otal 1416 111'1 
* * 

3lS 24:0 

• ----Weeltly e.oroll:men t g1 ve:n beoaa.se there is more than one weekly 
session, other groups meeting on other days t.h&:n the day vis­
ited. 

SOme ot the Week J)ay Ohureh Schools have more. than one session a 

week. School number tllr'ee has worship and instruction. on Wednesday a:f' ... 

ternoon, and recreation., hand work, and worship on Friday. SChool n~ 

ber six is a mission where sessions are held throughout the week. The 
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following is the weeklJ program# kindergarten 3-4 years every morning 

from 9-12 a.m; "big kindergarten" 6 years, Friday at 2; Girls 6-8 years 

Wedneaday at 3; Girls 9-ll years Thursda.v at 3; Girls 12-14 years Fri• 

da,y at 3; Boys 6-8 years Monday after slhool, Boys 9-ll years Thursda3 

at 3; Boys 12-14 3ea.rs Wednesday; Girls over 16 years !ruesday at 7; 

Boys over 16 years Tuesday at a. School number eight has 1 ts junior 

and intermediate groups on Wednesday, and its primary group on Friday. 

C. Peraonnel of Groups 

1. Home Baekgroun4 

Through visi ta.tion 1 t was found, as thrQ.l the statements made by 
9'h . 

the Department of Religious Education, that the home life of the pupils 

who attend the Week Day Church Schools varies greatly. some of the 

children are well cared for, as is evident from their personal appear• 

anoe. Some of the children l~ve been well trained, as is shown by their 

actions and words. The home life is revealed not only a positive ways, 

but in ways less commendable. For there are children who show that they 

have come from ho.:nes which are not rich in this vwrld •s possessions. 

Some children have bad little training in distU:pline, if their actions 

are to be considered conclusive. HOwever, even though there are rich 

and poor, none of the children seemed to be in real need. Perhaps, l:l.o-v-

ever, this could not be observed sufficiently on a single visit to a 

Week Day Church School. When the leaders of the schools were asked about 

the home b&ckgroUlld of the children, the replies were something like the 

follov;i.ng: fair, good, poor. It 1.'iill be observed from chart number elev-

en that thefi children in the 'leek Day Church Schools represent many na-

t1ona11ties. 
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The home life of the child is perhaps the most important o'f all, 

but the church lite of the child is essential to his com~ata livin&• 

It is generally through the home that he first hears of the church. 

For this reason an endeavor was :a.fia to find out to what an extent the 

parents of the children in the Weak D&; Church- Schools are interested 

in the church. In almost all of the oases some of the parents are me.,. 

bers o:t' so:me church or are in teres tad in the church. ~s does not 

:mean that the maJority of the parents are interested in the church. Bei-. 

ther does it mean that the maJority of the children are connected with 

some church. In tact, 1 t appears that the Week D&3 Church SChool is 

reaching some children who would not otherwise be reached. Since some 

children go to one church tor We~k :Da; Church School ·and to another o~ 

tor S&bbath School, it is difficult to obtain information ooncarninc the 

exact church relationship. Cl:lart nu.mbar eleven gives the information ob• 

tainad as to the home baokgt>ound and church relationship of the pupils 

of the schools Visit ... 

Humber Home BaekgroW!lfi Church Relationship 
of School 

l Average A.merio&D Some of the parents are members of 
group of ohil dren a church. Thera is one catholic 
HOme oonditionss bo; in the school. 
'fair 

2 Average American 1fany of the parents and children 
group o:t' ohildra.u are connected with or intarastefi 
Home conditions' in the church where the school · 
good is held. 
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7 

9 

10 

11 

.bap1anan4 
Italian 
Home condi tiona 
some poor homes 

Colored childr&D 
Home condi tionaa 
fair 

Colored children 
Home oondi t1on1u 
fair 

Italian children 
lJome condi tiona a 
poor 

Italiaa children 
and othera 
Home conditions: 
pod. 

Jany nationalities 
Home condi tionsa 
fair 

A verace American 
gro11p of . chil4ren 

Average American 
group of children 
Home oonditionaa 
geo4. 

Colore4 children 
Syrian children 
and others 
Home condi tiona: 
Some poor Syrian 
home a 

Church Relationship 

Some of the parents are conneo te4 
with a clm.rch 

~ parents are not oonneoted with 
the church where the school 1a held. 

Some of the parents are connected. 
w1 th the church where the school 
is held. Some of the same children 
attend both &abbath school and Week 
Da..v Church School at the same church. 

Jlfany of the parents are Catholic,· &D4 
do not come to the mission. 

Some of the same children come through 
t.IMt week and on S&bbath. 

lome of the parents are intereste4 ia 
a church. 

Some of the same children who come 
throu,ch the week come on S&bbath. 

Some of the parents are intereate4 ia 
the church. About twenty-five percent 
of the children who come throu,ch the 
week come to the S&bbath School. 

fhe parents are for the most part mem­
bers of the church where the school is 
b.el4. 

Some of the same children come to S&b­
l?ath School of the church where the 
Week »as Chllroh School is held. Some 
of the parents are interested in the 
church. 



12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

ao 

J.. Tera,:e Amari can 
,roup of children 
Home condi tionaa 
fair 

Colored children 
One whit a bofi 
Home condi tionsa 
cood 

J..verage American 
g.raup of childreD 
Home condi tio.nss 
good 

J.. Teraga Am.er ican 
group of children 
Home conditions• 
COM 

:WorwaCian 
Swedish 
Scan dina nan 
Home conditions: 
neither rich nor 
poor 

Colored ehildrea 
Home conditional 
some poor homes 

It&l1.an 
SeandinaTian 
and others 
Home conditions; 
middle class 
some poor 

Scandinanan 
Swedish 
Garman 
Home condi tiona: 
middle clase 
soma poor 

Soandin&Tian 
Garman 
Home condi tiona a 
middle claaa 
a few poor families 

Church Relationship 

Some of the children come to the 
Slbbath School. 

MaJority of the parents come to 
the church. 

Jiiby of the parents ue connected. 
w1th.or interested in one of three 
churches which ue in charge of 
the Week kl' Church School .• 

Some of the parents belong to the 
church where the school is held.· 

Fifty percent or more of the par­
ents are interested in some 
church. 

Some of 'the parents are in teresteil 
in the church. 

Some of the parents are not inte.r­
eeted in any church. Some of the 
parents are interested in some 
church.· 

Soma of the parents are interest«! 
in the elm.roh. Some do not coma 
to the church. 

»oat of the parents are members Of 

the church. 
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III • SUIDI111Y 

According to the information received through the Department ot 

Religious Education of the Federation of Churches, the enrollment in 

the \feek JJ&y Clmrch Schools depends to a lares extent on the attitude 

of the public school. Where\ there is cooperation between the two, the 

enrollment for the Week »a1 Clmrch School is g.reat11 increased. !be 

publia sc~ol teachers sometimes encourage the Protestant childrea to 

attend their owa school of religious instra.otion. Qa.estionnaires are 

sent to the parents giving them the opportunity to express their de­

sire for their children to receive religious education. Daring the 

year 1929-30, seven thousand children were enrolled in the Week 1J&1 

Clmrch Schools which reported to the Department of Religious Rducation 

of the .Brooklyn Federation of Churches. It appears that most of the 

Week »&1 CtJu,rch Schools are organized into departments. Some are di­

vided according to the pa.blic school grade, and some acoor4ing to &ce• 

!he home background of the children 4iffers great11. All of the oh114-

ren have an opportunity to become a part of the olmrch. !he parents 

are in vi ted to the c:burchea. Soma of the children are received into 

the clmrches. 

Accor4ing to information receive& during visitation in the v.ar­

ious schools, the enrollment is secured through announcements at the 

public school, through promotion in the Sl.bbath School, and through 

visitation 1B the homes. !he total enrollment for the twenty schools 

visited is 1416. !wo schools gave their enrollment for the week, to-

talling 315J,which is not counted in the above number. The total 

awrage attendance falls somewhat below the total enrollment. However, 
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in a few schools the enrollment and the average attendance are about 

the same. Thirteen of the schools are organized into departments, three 

according to age, and four according to the public school grading. The 

number of classes raaae from one to thirteen. The :m&j ori ty of the schools 

visited had at least three or four classes. The home life of the child­

ren differs greatly as to the rich and poor, but as far as could be ob­

served with one visit to each school, it appears that the homa life of 

most of the children is fair. Some of the parents are interested in the 

ollllroh. Some of the same children who ool'IJ3 to the \Veek Day Church School 

also attend some S&bbath School. There is opportunity for the ohildrea 

to be connected w1 th some church, but to what extent they take advantage 

has not been definitely ascertained through Visitation. 
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Having considered the pupils who attend the Week Day Church Schools 

of .Brooklyn, we are confronted by the ,question, What do these children 

receive when they attend such schools? An analysis of the sessions oo.n-

duoted in the twenty schools visited reveals that in almost every case 

the following elements were included: worship, instruction, and reorea-

tion. We shall now consider these in turn. 

I. THE WORSHIP .PERIOD 

Four factors were kept in mind while observing the worship period: 

the organization of the group, the length of the period, the nature of 

the program, and the probabl3 outcomes in so far as the.v could be dis-

covered. Table number three outlines the information gained with res-

pact to these factors in each of the schools visited • 

.A.. Analysis of th.e Worship Period of the SChools Visited 

Number 
School · 

1 

THE WORSHIP PERIOD OF SCHOOLS VISITED 

The :Jorshi!l Period 

1. Organization 

2. Length of period: 
Jlntirs group as a whole 
25 minutes 
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3 
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!he Worship Period 

3. Watu.re of program: 

Centered around a 
theme. 

4. Probable Outcomeau 

1. Organization: 

2. Length of period: 

3. Wa tu.re of programs 

~4• Probable Ou.toome11u 

1. Organisation: 
2· Length of period: 
3. Nature of program: 

Centered around a 
theme. 

4. Probable Oatcomea: 

(Hymn 
(Invocation 
(Lori •a Prayer 
(H,vmn 
(Reading of lesson story 
(Prayer 
(Hymn 
Spirit of worship 
Inoreas.e in knowledge 
Spirit of cooperation 

lu reading the story together 
In helping to .make the worship 
program 

Kindergarten and Primary depart­
ments 
Junior and Intermediate depart­
ments 
Kindergarten and Primary de­
partments: 15 minutes Junior 
and Intermediate departments: 
25 minates 
Kindergarten and Primary: 

Several songs 
Prayer 
Offering 
Junior and Intermediate: 
Hymns 
Prayer 
Offering 
Catechism 

Spirit of worship 
Increase iu iactual knowledge 

Bn tire group as a whole 
30 minutes 

(l:I,vmn , 
(Prayer by.leader 
(Lord • s Prayer 
{falk by leader with pictures 
(Discussion as to what shall be 
(done regar1Ung a. project for 
(other children 
(Offering 
(Hymn 
Spirit of worship 
Increase of knowledge 
Attitude of possible Habit forma­
tion. 



4 

5 

6 

7 

1. Organization: 

I• Length of periods 
3. llature of programs 

4,. Probable Oa.tcomesa 

1. Organisation: 
2. Length of perioda 

3. ltature of program: 

4. Probable Outcomes: 

1. Organization: 

2. Length.of periods 
a. llature of program: 

Centered about a 
theme 

!.be WOrship Period 

Prima..rs 
Junior and Intermediate 
30 minutea 
Primary: 

Prayer in anison 
H,ym 
Memory wor.E--aible versea 
Ezplan•.tion ot veraea 
\4u.est1ons 
Praf&r 

Spirit of worship 
Increase in iaotual knowledge 

Entire group aa a whole 
Indefinite as it was difficult 

to know when the worship perio4 
ended and the instruction per­
iod began 
Hymns 
Pra1er 
Reading of "On .Being Brought 
from Africa to ~riea" bf the 
children 
Spirit of sharing in the pro­
gram 
Non-worshipful spirit on the 
part of some - possible devel­
opment of negative habits 
No formal worship on the day 
Visited 
Kindergarten and Primars 

. Junior and Intermedi•te 
30 minute& 
Junior and lnte.rmed.iate: 

H.va 
8oft music 
Psalm 100 read bf the teacher 
Stor1 of Chinese bos told bf 
the teacher 
Follow up of storJ-•kindness 
to other children 
H.vm 
Offering 
Offerator1 song sung bf the 
children 



liumber 
School 

8 

9 

10 

11 

4. Probable Outcomes= 

1. Organizations 

2. Length of periods 
a. Nature of program: 

Centered around a 
theme 

4. Probable Outcomes: 

1. Organization 

2· Length of period: 
3•: Nature of program: 

Centered around a 
theme 

4. Probable Outcomes: 

1. Organization: 
2. Length of period: 
a. Nature of program: 

4. irobable Outcomes: 

1. Organization: 

2· Length of period: 
a. Nature of program: 

Bentered around a 
theme 
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The Worship Period 

Spirit of worship 
Increase of knowledge 
Attitude of Kindliness 
Possible action 

Junior department 
Intermediate department 
25 minutes 
Junior: 

Call to worship 
Teacher and pupils reading 
alternately 
(Children read in unison· 
verses which had been placed 
on the blackboard) 

Follow up of storry--discussion, 
treatment of foreign children 
at public school 
.Benediction in song 

Spirit of worship 
Increase of knowledge 
Attitude of sy~pathy and kind­
liness 
Possible action 

Primary department 
Junior and Intermediate 
15 minutes 
Junior and Intermediate: 

Bible Salute 
Song Service 
Scripture reading 
lrayar by children 

Spirit of worship 
Increase in tactual knowledge 

3ntire group as a whole 
15 minutes 
Prayer 
HylllllS 
Talk by the leader 
Spirit .of ~orship 

Primary 
Junior and Intermediate 
15 minutes 
.Primary; 

Songs 
Story 
Song 



12 

14 

4. Probable Outcomeat 

1. Orp.nization' 

a. Length Of perioda 
3. liature of pro.-am; 

Centered around a 
theme 

4. Probable Outoomea: 

1. Organization& 

2. Length of period: 
3. Nature of program: 

Centered around a 
theme. 

4. Probable Outcomes: 

1... Organization: 

a. Length of perio4s 
z:.~ .:Ia tare of programs 

1'he Worahip Period 

Spirit of worahip 
Increase of tactual knowledge 

l?riD&rJ 
Junior 
20 minutes 
Prirar.v~ 

Songa 
Picture atud.J 
Stor.v 
Fellow up of story 
Song 

Sp1ri t of worship · 
Ap_preeiation of the beautifUl 

Prim&rf 
Junior 
15 minutea 
Primar1 

••Let all the earth keep si­
lence before Him• by the lea~ 
er 
Thank .vou song by the child­
ren 
Picture stud1 illustrating 
what the sonc said 
stor.v on obedience 
Fellow up of stor7 
Bible verse-- •Children, obey 
your parents iJJ. all things 
for this is well pleasing to 
the Lorct.• 
Pn.681" 
Offering 
Otferatory song b,v the child­
ren 

Spirit of worship 
Appreciation of parents, desire 
to please 
Possible action 

Prim&rJ 
Junior and Intermediate 
ao minutes 
Jiaior and Intermediate~ 

H1Jil1 
Prayer by a pupil 
Bible Story by the leader 
H.vmn 



lfumbe.r !he Worship :Per1o4 
So l 

4. Probable Outcomeas Ord.er11 worship 
Increase of 1actual knowledp 

15 1. OrJI!llis&tions .Bectnners 
P.rima.r.v an4 Junior 

a. Length of perio4s 20 minutes 
3. Nature of progr-.s .Beginners: 

Offering 
Centered around a Offerator.v so:ng 
theme Pra.ver by the children re-

peated after the teacher 
Stor1 by the teacher 
Follow up of the story 
Song 

Primar.v and. Junior:u 
.81 ble salute 
Bible verses repeate4s 
"!h.Y word is a lamp unto rq 
feet and a light unto rq 
path" and. "!h.y word have I 
hid in rq heart t.ba t I might 
not sin against thee" 
Girls orchestra 
Boys orchestra 
Hymn 

4. Probable Outcomes: Primary: 
Spirit of worship 
Increase ot1aotual knowledge 

Primar.v and Junior: 
Spirit of worship on the part 
of some N 
Non-worshipful spirit part of 
the time 
&ossible Negative Habits 
Some group cooperation 

16 1:. Organiza tiOl'U Entire group as a whole 
a. Length of period.s 30 min11tes 
3. Naaure of worships Hymn 

Praser 
SCripture Beadinc 
Exercises by one class 
Recitations by individuals 
Closing pra.ver 

4. Pro b&ble Outcomes a Orderly worship 
Increase in 1actual knowledge 

17 l. Organization a Entire group as a whole 
2. Length of perioda 15 minutes 



Number 
Scho 

18 

19 

20 

a. Xature Of procrama 

4 • .Probable Outcomes: 

1. Organi za tiozu 
2. Length of perioda 
31 liafillre of program: 

4. Probable Outcomesa 

1. O.rga.nizationa 
2. Length of periodJ 
3. Nature of program: 

4. Probable Outcomes: 

1. Organization: 
2· Length of periods 
3. Nature of programs 

4. rrobable Outcomes; 

The Worship Period 

~epeated verse in unison 
about being kind to others 
Hymn 
Prayer 
Lord •s Prayer 
Offering 
Offeratory SOng 
Spirit of worship 

Entire group as a whole 
15 minutes 
Psalm 23 repeated by the 
group 
~eatitudes repeated 
Books of the :Bible repeated 
Scripture reading read by 
the leader and children al­
ternately 
Lord's Prayer 
Hymn 
Class exercises 
Prayer 
song 
Increase of "'tactual knowledge 
Orderly worship 

Entire group as a whole 
20 minutes 
Soft l!UlSiC 

Hymn 
Scripture read by leader 
Story 
Lord • s Prayer 
llym 
Closing prayer 
Spirit of worship 
Increase of i'actual knowledge 

En tire group as a whole 
10 minutes 
H.Yllll 
Scripture reading by a pupil 
Prayer by all 
Apostles Oreed repeated by all 
Hymn 
Spirit of worship 
Increase of iaotual knowledge 
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B. Summary of Findings 

1. Organization of Groups for ~orship 

It is found from table number three that worship forms a 

part in almost all the Week f&y Church Schools. In the majority of 

cases it preeeies the instruction period. In a few oases the wor­

ship comes at the end of the program. Kine of the schools have group 

worship where the whole school worships together. In ten of the 

schools there is dePlrtmental worship. In one of the schools there 

was no formal worship on the day visited. In some of the schools two 

departments, gener,lly the junior and intermediate, worship together. 

U almost all cases the pri:nary worships alone or with the kindergar­

ten department. Of the schools visited about the same number have 

whole group worship as have departmental worship. 

2. Lencth of Period for Worship 

The time for worship in the various schools ranges from ten 

minutes to thirty minutes. Seven of the schools have fifteen minutes, 

four have twenty minutes, four have thirty minutes, three have twenty 

five minutes, one has ten minutes, and the other school did not nave 

worship on the day Vi.sited. The majority of schools have about fif­

teen or twenty minutes for worship period. 

3. Xature of the Program for Worship 

Sometimes the programs are provided by the leaders, and oc­

casionally the children have a share in the making of the worship 

programs. A few of the schools have printed programs, but the maJor­

ity do not. Some of the leaders vary their programs from week to 

week. It appears that in about half of the schools visited the pro-
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gram is built up around a theme. In several of the schools there 

are hymns, prayer by the leader, reading of a portion of scripture 

or Bible memory verses, offering, and offeratory song. some ot the 

schools have the Lord's Prayer, prayer bs a pupil, short talk b3 

the leader, a story told by the leader, soft music, Bible salute, 

Christian flag salute, American flag salute, picture study, displas 

of work d.one in another department, class exercises, and recitations 

by individual a. !he.refore, the worship in these Week Das Church 

Schools is similar, and yet there is variet3. 

4. P,robable Outcomes of the Jorshil:'! 

In the majorits of the schools there was a spirit of worship 

ml!Ulifested by the groups. In soma, however, this was more marked 

than in others. This was perhaps due to the size of the group, the 

attitude of the teacher, the surroundings, and, the mood of the child­

ren when they came to the worship service. In most of the schools 

some knowledge was gained fros various parts of the program. 

however, was often purel3 factual, with no provision made for ita be­

coming a part of the experience of the children. In some schools this 

was obtained through the story and in others through the memory work. 

Some of the children showed an un"WWrshipful attitude. This seemed 

to be due to lack of a well planned progran& on the part of the teacher, 

and to the interpolation of various parts of the program, such as the 

little orchestras, which interrupted the .·real worship. :lo doubt many 

ot the children are receiving real worship values from the worship 

perioda of the Week Das Church Schools, but it is diffieul t to ascer­

taia to w.b&t extent. In some instances definite attitudes of a:ppre-
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oiation and kindness were being developed, and in a few instances 

specific provision for acti vi ts was made. 

II. THE INSmUOTION P.EBIOD 

Jive factors were kept in mind while obserVing the instruction 

periods the length of the period, the course of study, the dominant 

method of instruction, the kind of expressional aoti vi ty, and the 

probable outcomes. Table number four outlines the information gain-

ed with respect to these factors in each of the schools visited. 

A. Analysis of the Instruction Period of Scb9ols Visited 

l 

TR& lNS!IRUCTION P.iiiRIOD OF SOl:IO<lLS VISITED 

1. Length of periods 
2. Course of study: 

3. Dominant method of 
ins true tion s 

4. Expressional aoti v­
its 

.. 6. Probable Outcomeaa 

The Instruction Period 

35 minutes 
Westminster Departmental 
Graded materials 
Correlated with the S&bbath 
School 
Older Juniors: 

Informal diacusaion 
throughout period as 
children make posters 
which illustrate the 
lessoa 

Youn&er Juniors& 
Conversation throughout the 
period as the oblldren work 
in clay and write on paper 
"Bow the Hebrews lived". 
New laws added to their code 
of laws 

Originality of the child. de­
veloped 
Increase of --po tual knowledge 



1. Length of periods: 
a. Courae Of a tud,y: 

3. Dominant method of 
instruction: 

4. lb.preastonal ao­
tiVitJ 

5. Probable Ou.tcomesa 

1. Length of period: 
a. Course of study: 

a. Dominut method of 
ins truo tio:ru 

4. Expressional ac­
tivity 
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~ Inatruotion Period 

Increase of interest 1n 
. Hebrews 
Appreciation of laws 
Possible action 

30 minutes 
"BQilding a Christian 
O.barac~er" 

"Ki.n8'4om of Love" 
lot correlated with the 
S&bbath School. 

Kindergarten: 
Stl:l.tr1 told b.V the teacher 

PrimarJ: 
Stor1 told b.V the teacher 

Older Classes: 
Class discussions 
LearD. the meaning of and 
where to find Bible stories 
Mlasionar1 prosram once a 
month 

Kindergarten: 
Color pictures from ~ittle 
Neighbors of 1Bn7 Landa" 

Primar7: 
Looae leaf note boOks with 
verses from the twent7-third 
psalm and a picture illus­
trating each verse 

Older Olasaea: 
No expressional aotivit7 

Kindergarten: 
Interest in the people of 
other landa 

Primary and Junior: 
Interest in memor1 work 

20 minutes 
"Jesus the Light of the World" 
Not correlated with the sab­
bath SObool 

D1aoussion groups 
Scrap books for hospital next 
door 
Expression held on a different 
d&J than the instruction 



Bumber 

5 

6 

5. Probable Outcomes: 

1. Length of period: 
2. Course of study: 

a. laatnant method 
ot instruction 

4. Expressional ac­
ti vit.v: 

5. Probable outcomes& 

1. Length of periods 

2. Co11rse of studJs 

3. Dominant metllod 
ot instructions 

4• Expressional ao­
ti Vi t.v 

5. Probable outcomess 

1. Length ot periods 
2. Course of study: 

3. Dominant method 
ot instructions 

4. Expressional ac­
tiVity 

5. Probable outcomes: 

~ Instruction Period 

Interest in helping others 
Knowledge of an interest in 
Jesus 
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Possible building of habit of 
helpfulness 

30 minu.tea 
"B'Qw We Got Our .Bible" 
lfot correlated with the sab­
bath School 

Primar1 s 
Stor1 told b.v the leader 

Juniors 
Class discussion 

Intermediate' 
.Bible stor.v 
Memory work 
.Bible reading 

lfo expressional aotivit.v 

P:rim&rJI 
Interest in memor.v work 

Juiior Md Intermediates 
_ Interest in knowing a~me 

mechanics of the .Bible 

fime indefinite, as it was 
difficult to know when the 
worship ellded and the in­
struction began 
Plan their own pro~ama 
No special materials 
llot correlated with the S&b­
bath Soho ol 
story told by the 1 eade.r-

SOme expressional activities 
at other times 
Appreciation tor God's love 
to their race 

30 ll&inu tea 
Plan their own progra• 
No special materials 
Not correlatd.d with the Sab­
bath SChool lessoa 
.Primary: 

Stor1 told by the teacher 
Out ting out and past iag ot 
pS>otures 

Abil 1 ty in handwork 



7 

8 

10 

1. Length of period: 
z. Course of a tucly; 
3. Dominant method: 

of inatrQotion: 
4 • .Expressional ac­

ti vi ty 
5. Probable outcomes; 

1. Length of periods 
z. Course of study: 

3. Dominant method 
of instrQotion; 

4. Expressional ac­
tivity 

5. Probable OQtoomes: 

1. Length of period; 
2. Course of stQ4y: 

3. Dominant method. 
of instruct ion 

4. Expresaional ao­
tia'ity 

5. Probable outcomes• 

1. Length of period; 
z. Course of stu4y: 

3. Dominant l33thod 
of instru.ction: 

4. Expressional ac­
tivity 

5. Probable ou.tcomea: 

The lnstrQotion Period 

30 minu.tea 
"Learning God's Way" 
Not correlated 
Class disou.saiona 
Once a month 

Increase of knowledge 1D 
ways to be kind to others 
Possible action 

35 minutes 
"Discovering God Trhough 
Our Lives" 
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"Children of Sea and Land" 
Not correlated with the sab­
bath School 
Class discussions 

None provided 

Interest in tbe happiness Of 
other childrea 
Possible action 

!5 minutes 
Plan their own prograq 
No special materials 
Bible story told by the leader 
.Bible drill 
None provided 

Knowledge of :Sible memory pas­
sages 

35 minutes 
"Christian Nature Series" 
Correlation with the S&bbath 
School 
Olass discu.ssions 

Sometimes included in the 1n­
stru.et1on 
Factual knowledge of some of 
the Bible in connection with 
other parts of the church's 
program 



Number 
Schoo 

ll 

12 

13 

1. Length of period: 
2. Coarse of study: 

3. Dominant method 
of ins true tion: 

4. Expressional ac­
tivity 

5. Probable outoomeas 

1. Length of perio4a 
2. Course of study 

3. Dominant :method 
of instruction: 

4. Expressional ac­
tivity 

5. Probable outcomes: 

1. Length of period: 
2. Course of study: 

3. Dominant method 
of instruction 

4. Expressional ac­
tiVity 

7l 

!he Instruction Period 

30 minutes. 
Junior and Intermediate: 
Jesus and the Problems 
of Life" 
Not oorrela ted w1 th the 
Babbath School 

PrimaryJ 
Stories 

Junior and Intermediate: 
Glass discussions 

· Provided for the prim&rJ 
department sometimes 
Knowledge of Bible memory 
passages 

30 minutes 
"Building a Christian Char-
acter" 

"The Kingdom of Loven 
Not correlated with the Sab­
bath School 

Primary: 
Stories and picture studJ 

Juniors 
Class discussions 
Provided for the primary 
department only 

Primary: 
Appreciation for the beauti­
ful 

Junior~ 

For some a disinterest in 
i-~<1:. \eSSo" 

For otnb~S a desire to attend 

35 minutes 
Plan their own programs 
:t~o special materials 
Not correlated with the Sab­
bath School 

Primary: 
Story and questions 

Junior: 
StorJ 
-work 
Reading Bible verses 

Primary: 
Covers for a class book in whiah 
is put every week what they are 
doing 



Number 
Saho 

14 

15 

5. Probable outcomeas 

1. Length of periods 
2. Coarse of studys 

3. Dominant method 
of instruction 

4. Ex~essional ac­
tivity 

5. Probable outcomes' 

1. Length of period: 
2. Course of study: 

3. Dominant method 
of instruction 

c4. Ex:presdonal ac­
tivity 

The Instruction Period 

Primary: 
Aots of obedience 

Junior: 

'11 

Increase of knowledge in the 
geograpcy of the Bible 

35 minutes 
"Building a Christian Char­
acter 
Not correlated \vith the S&b­
bath School 

.Primary: 
Loose leaf note books, hav­
ing verses from the twenty­
third Psalm and a picture il­
lustrating each verse 
Original drawings on the black­
board 

Junior: 
Drawing and coloring the Christ­
ian flag and the American flag 
while the teacher guides the 
disffussion 

Intermediate: 
Informal discussion as the child­
ren work on charts 

Creativeness on the part of the 
children 
Interest in coming to School 

35 minutes 
Plan their own programs 
No special materials 
Not correlated with the S&bbath 
School 
Beginners: 

Story told bJ leader 
Primary: 

Story told by leader 
,~uestions by the leader 

Junior a 
Class discussion 

Beginners: 
Scrap boOks 

Primary and Juniors 
No expressional activity pro­
vided 



16 

17 

18 

6. Probable outcomes: 

1. Length of perio4a 
2. Course of study' 

3. llominant method 
of instruction: 

4. Expressional ac­
tivi tJ 

6. Pro b&ble outcomes a 

1. Length of perioda 

2. Course of study: 

3. l)ominan t met hod 
of instruction: 

4. Expressional ac-
ti vitya 

6. Probable outcomes: 

1. Length of perioda 
2. Course of study: 

s. llominant method 
of instruction: 

4• Expressional &c• 
tivi tJ 

6. Probable outcomaas 
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The Instruction Period 

Pri.mar.vs 
Xnowledge of the childhood 
of Jesus 
Desire to help other children 
b; giving to them 

30 minutes 
Study of the life of Christ 
according to the Gospel of 
lark 
Not correlated w1 th the sab­
bath School 
Class discussions 

None provided 

Some knowledge of the life of 
Christ, especially the resur­
rection 

Not definite, as it was diffi­
oul t to know when the worship 
ended and the instruction began 
"The Art of Living Together" 
This is sometimes used 
Not correlated with the S&bbath 
School 
Group discussion and stories 

None provided. 

Knowledge of .Bible stor; 

30 minutes 
"Learning Go4 's Wa;tt 
•A First Primar; Book ia Religion" 
"A Second .Primar; .Book in Reli­
gion 
".Building A Christian Character" 
"The Kingdom of Love" 
"Not correlated with the sab­
bath School 
Class discussions 

Note books in which they paste 
pictures and write either the 
title or the story of the lesson 
Knowledge of portions of the 
.Bible 
Ability to express what they 
have studied 



I' umber The Instruction Period 
Sc 

19 l. Length of periods a5 minutes 
!. Course of study: "The Kingdom of Lovett 

Not correlated with the S&b-
bath School 

a. Dominant method Class discussion 
of instruction: 

4. Expressional ac- None proVided 
ti vity: 

5. Probable outcomes: .Better understanding of the 
life of Christ 

ao 1. Length of periods 40 minutes 
2. Course of study: "Jesus and His J'riends" 

"God's Good Gifts" 
Not correlated with the S&b-
bath School 

a. ~minant method Class discussions 
of instructions 

4. Expressional ac- Scrap books for a ho api tal 
tiVitJ Clay modelinc 

5. Probable outcomes: Desire to help other a 
Oreati veness 

.1. §p.Drnar y of Fi.pding 

1. Length of period for instruction 

It is found from table number four that the time for the in-

struotion period ranges from twent1 minates to forty minutes. Eight 

schools have thirty minutes, seven schools have thirty-five minatea, 

twe schools were indefinite in the time for ins traction, one school 

baa twenty-five minatea, and one has twenty minutes, and one baa forty 

minutes. !!!he school which had only twenty minatea tor instruction has 

its expressional activity on another day of the week. !l!he maJority Of 

the schools have about thirty or thirty-five minutes for the instruc-

tion period., which generally includes expressional actiVity. 
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a. Course of §tug 

The DIII'Ate~ials used in the various schools are: westminster r.. 

partmental Graded ll'aterials, Building a Christian ~aotel', The 1\inl­

dom. Of Love, Jesus the Light of the World, How We Got Our Jible,Leal'D­

ing Go4 's wa,, Discoveriq God Through Our Lives, Children of sea and 

Land, Christiaa lfuture Series, Jesus and the Problems of Life, !!!he Art 

of Living Together, :ll.al'k's Gospel, A First PriDI\rJ Book in :Religion, A 

Second Prim&rJ Book in Religion, Jesus and His Friends, and God's GoOd 

Gifts. The two boOks which are used the most are Building a Cllristill'l 

Character and The 1\ingdom. of Love. In almost all of the sllhools the 

work does not correlate with the Sabbath School work. This is partial-

11 due perhaps to the large number of interdenoDdnational schools, fel' 

it wouli be almost impossible to have the Week "1Ja1 Church School pro­

gram correlate with each of the different denominations l'eprese.nted in 

the schools. Even in some of the indiVidual church cooperating ant de­

nominational schools the work doea not correlate with the S&bbath School 

lesson. 

s. ])o!QnMt latl:lc4 of 1nat.ruqt10!U 

The stor1 and class discussion methods are used in the ins t.ruc.­

tioJS period. I.n a few schools the instruction and expressional work 

are combined in such a wa1 that informal discussion takes place as the 

children worked with their hands. In the major1t1 ot schools, however, 

the discussions and stor7 are stparated from the expressional actiVitJ• 

4. Jb;pressigyl Agti vi t1 

!he instruction and expressional activity in eleven of the 

schools is combine4. In five of these schools the pri-.r7 department 

is the ou1 department which has handwork. The other departments in 
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these schools do not have expressional activity at all, In four ot 

these eleven schools handwork is not a part of the program each week, 

but does haw a part in so.l89 of the programs, In six schools there 

18 no handwork at all. In two of the schools it is separate from the 

instruction. One of the schools has handwork but once a month. The 

expressional work observed includes poster making, clay modeling, col­

oring pictures, making loose leaf note boOks, making covers for class 

books, making scrap books, drawing the Christian flag, drawing the A.• 

merican flag. Therefore, it is seen that activit; does play a part 

in the .aajori ty of these Week :Day Church SOboo~s. In general, it may 

be characterized as being rather formal and unmotivated. 

5. P£pbi9l;e OUtgQMI 

It is dif:ficul t to determine just what are the outcomes of the 

instruction periods. However, from observing these schools it seema 

that the following apply; oreat1 wness on the part of the child, a 

knowledge of the .Bible in memory work and .Bible stories, also a know­

ledge in the mechanics of the .Bible, lessons in kindness, obedience, 

appreciation of God's love, which ought to reaul t in the development 

of these attitwies to some extent. Little provision is made, however, 

tor actual expression of these attributes. How much these lessons will 

aotualll transform lives, remains, therefore, to be seen. 

I II • Tim REO.REATI 0:1 PER! OJ) 

Four factors were kept in mind while observing the recreation per­

iod in the schools visited: the length of period, the place on the 

program, the kind of recreation, and the probable outcome. Table num-
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bar five outlines the information gained with respect to the factors 

in each of the schools visited. 

A. A;alysis of the Recreation Period of Schools Visited 

1. 

3. 

6. 

7. 

UBLE V 

THE RECR&lTION PillRIOD OF SCHOOLS VISITED 

1. Length of period: 
2. Place on the program: 

3. Kind of recreation: 

4. Probable outcomeau 

1. Length of periods 
2· P.l.ace on the programs 

3. Kind of recreations 

4 •. Probable outeome1u 

l· Length o£ period: 
2· .Place on the program: 

The Recreation Period 

Approximately 45 minutes 
Beginning of the period as the 
children come in from the public 

school 
G&mes in the gymnasium for all 
the children. 
~irit of sharing 
llela.xation 

No recreation 

Recreation provided along with 
the handwork on a day separate 
from the instruction 

No recreation 

Approximately 20 minutes 
.Beginning of the period as the 
children come in from the pub­
lie school 
Games in the same room where 
they have their worship and 
instruction 
Spirit of sharing 
Responsibility in suggesting 
games 
Relaxation 
Special periods in the weekly 
program for play 

Approximately in 15 minutes 
Primary: 

Beginning of the period 
Older groups; 
End of the period 



Number 
Scho l 

3. Kind of recreation: 

4. Probable outcomes: 

a. 1. Length of period: 
'2• Place on the program: 

3. Kind of recreation: 

~4• Probable outcomes: 

9. 

10. 

11. 1. Length of period: 
2. I"J.ace on the program: 

3. Kind of recreation: 

4. Probable outcomes: 

12. 1. Length of period: 
2. Place on the program: 
3. Kind. of recreation 

4. Probable outcomes: 

13. 1. Length of period: 
2. Place on the program: 
3. Kind of recreations 

J 4. Probable outcomess 
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The Recreation Period 

.Primary: 
Games in the primary room 

Older groups: 
No games 
Ji>ving pictures 
Amusement 
Increase of knowledge 
Relaaation 

Approximately 20 minutes 
Beginning of the period as 
the children come in from 
the public school 
Gemes in the gymnasium for !All 
the children 
Responsibility in suggesting 
g&mes 
Spirit of sharing 
Relaxation 
No recreation 

No recreation 

,!proximately 10 minutes 
Beginning of the period as 
the children come in from 
the public school 
Games in the same room where 
they have their worship and 
instruction 
Spirit of cooperation 
Reluation 

.!.proximately 10 minutes 

.Beginning or end of the period 
Primary department only 

Games in the same room where 
the.;r have their worship and 
instruction 
Almlsement 
Relaxation 

A.pproxima tely 10 minutes 
:hd of the period 

.Prim&rJ department 
Games in the same room where 
they have their worship and 
instruction 
Amusement 
A. real meaning in their li't'ea 
Relaxation 
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15 

16 

1'1 

18 

19 

1. Length of period: 
2. Place on the programs 
3. Kind of recreation: 

4. Probable outcomes: 

1. Length of periods 
2. Place on the programs 

3. Kind of recreations 

4. Probable outcomes: 

1. Length of period& 
!. Place on the programa 
a. Kind of recreation: 

4. Probable outcomes: 

1. Length of period: 
a. Place on the programa 

3. Kind of recreation: 
4. Probable outcomes: 

B. 89!!91!!£1 of Finding 
1 
1. Length of Period 
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!he Recreation Period 

Approximately 10 minu.tea 
Beginning or end of the period 

Prirnar y department 
Games in the same room where 
tHey have their worship an4 
instruction 
Spirit of sharing 
Amusement 
Relaxation 

Approximately 15 minu.tea 
Beginning of the period as 
they come from the public 
school 
Games on the lawn of one of 
the churches 
.Amu.s ema n t 
Relaxation 

No recreation 

Approximately 15 minu.tea 
l!hld of the period 
Games in the same room where 
they have their worship and 
inatruotion. 
Occasional hiltea 
J.mu.sement 
Spirit of sharing 
Relaxation 

lio recreation 

lfo recreation 

Approximately 20 minu.tea 
Beginning of the period as the 
children come from the public 
school 
Games on the lawn 
Amusement 
Relaxation 

It is found from table five that the time for the recreation 

period ranges from ten minu tea to forty-five min1.1tea. It appears that 
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the maJority of schools which provide recreation have about ten or 

fifteen minutes. 

2. Place on the l>ro#Y 

In six of the schools the recreation period comes at the be-

ginning of the perio4. In one school the recreation ia at the begin­

ning for one 4epartment ana at the end of the period for the other 

department. In two schools the recreation per1o4 comes at the close 

of the period. ~ of the schools have their play time either at the 

beginning or the end of the hour. One school has ita pla.v hour on a 

different d&8 than the instruction period. One school prov14ea .re­

creation throughout the week fer different groups of children. Seven 

of the schools provi4e no recreation for their children. The best 

time for recreation seems to be at the beginning of the hour, for it 

k.eepa the chil4ren who come early occupied until the other ohildrea 

comet. l t also helps to rest them after the hours of public schOol 

worlt. 

3. Kind of Beq~:eat1p 

In four of the schools proVision is made for the primar1 4e­

partment, and in such oases the children play in their own rooms. In 

three schools recreation is provided for all the children in the room 

where they have their worship and instruction. In two of the schools 

p1a1 ia proVided in the gymnasium for the entire group. The children 

from two of the schools pla1 in one of the church lawns when the pa.b­

lic school is out until the Week lla7 Church School begins• The re­

maining nine schools include the seven which co not provide any re­

creation and the two which JrOvidea their recreation at various times 

throughout the week. Therefore, the recreation in these Week :oa,. 
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Church Schools include active games which can be :played in ·the gJ!Dll&­

Si'Wflt on the lawn, and in the school room. One school proVides for 

bikes oocasionall1, and one school :provides moving pictures. In a 

few oases, the children are pend tted. to have a share in :planning the 

recreation. 

4. Pro9able OUtcomeas 

Recreation is :provided. bJ these Week Da1 Clm.rch Schools 1B or­

der that the children who come earl1 as be occupied, and. that the wor­

ship ani 1Bstruction periocls a, not be interruptecl. It also helps to 

refresh them a:tter the3 have spent a long 4&1 at school. l3eside so• 

of the immediate outcomes o:t the recreation period, some o:t the others 

which might be included ares lessons in sbaring, responsibility, coop­

vat1on1 Bowever, it should be remembered tbat amusement has a luge 

place. 

IV. SWDWlY 

It is found. that almost all o:t the \feek k1 Church Schools have 

formal worship periods. About .bal:t of the schools Visited worship as 

entire groups, and the other half worship as departments. 'fhe tiM of 

worship period rangea from about ten minutes to thirty minutes. !he 

m&Jori t1 of the schools have about fifteen to twent1 minutes :tor wor­

ship. 'fhe worship programs in the schools va.r1 in soma respects, but 

are also similar ill m&nJ respects. 

'fhe instruction period ranges in time :trom twent1 minutes to for­

ty minutes. The maJority of the schools have about thirty or thirt1-

:tive minutes :tor instruction. 'fhe most frequently used courses are 

•Building a Christian Character., and ttfhe :Kingdom o:t Love•. However, 
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there are a number of other books 11aed in this period. Th8 stor1 &ad 

discussion methods are used. Over half of the schools visited have some 

kind of u;p.ressional aoti vi t1• The children who at tencl these schools 

abould llave some knowledge of the Bible throllgh Bible stories and mem­

Or1 work. The1 should also know somethinc as to the mechanics of the 

Bible. The1 shoald be led to live 011t soli& of the leaso:aa learned at 

the Weak lla; Cim.rch SC.bool, and 19t little definite provision is a&e 

tor this. 

!be recreation period ranges from ten min11tes to forty-five min­

lltes. The m&Jorit1 of the schools have about ten o.r fifteen minutes 

tor recreation. Thirteen of the schools provide recreation for their 

students. Their recreation includes camas in the class room, c.vmna­

ait.:Ua, and on the l&WJh It appears that worship, instr11ction, and re­

oreatio:a ha:ve vital parts to pla1 in these Week lla1 Church Schools. 
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Before attempting to estimate the work of the Week De.; Church 

Schools of Brookl;n, let us briefl; review our findings •. 

I. §wrmar.v of Finding 

.A. 11th recl£4. to the HistorY of Week ;o,, Church School a 

Dllring the twentieth centu.r3, we have aeen, there bas been an 

increaae of interest in religious education. This interest has been 

developed to some extent t~ough the Week Da; Oimrch School. The 

first Week lla3 Church Schools were organi.ze6 about 1909, but it was 

not until 1921 that the¥ began malting a rapid development. .An out• 

standing experiment in week-day religious education was inaugurated 

in Gary, Indiana, in 1913. Van Wert, Ohio adapted the Gary plan. 

Batavia, Illinois inaugurated a plan somewhat different trom the Gary 

plan, but it too had its part in the beginning of Week Da3 Church 

Schools. They have spread from church to church and from tow to town 

until today they hold an important place in religious education. There 

are pro OO.bl_v about 12,000 Week Day Church Schools in the United states, 

and about 100,000 pupils enrolled. 

B .. With Regard to the T,meo of Week D&N Church Schools in 

:Brooklp 

The Week Day Ohu.roh Scllools in the various coDillU1li ties gener­

allf come under three tiP's of schools. 'l!his is the case in Brookl;n, 

where there are the denominational, the indiVidual church-cooperating, 
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and the interdenominational t3Pes. Tjle denominational. type. is control­

led by the local church. The individual church-cooperating type is the 

same as the denominational type only in addition it bas an advisory 

council, which, in this case, is the Department of Religious Education 

of the Brooklyn Federation of Churches. l'he third type is strictly in­

terunomina.tional, a.nd is administered by the Department of Religious 

Education. Each type bas its advantttges and disadvantages, but on the 

whole, it was felt, the interdenominational offers perhaps the greatest 

advantages. The majority of schools visited are of the interdenomina­

tional type. 

c. With Regard to the Role the Department of Religious Education 

plays in the Weet Dar Church S9Q9pls 

It is of this type of school we have discovered, that the De­

partment of Religious Education has complete charge. It bas charge 

of the organization, the supervision, the staffing, the providing of 

materials, and the stimulation of interest in these Week Day Church 

Schools. In the individual church-cooperating tyl~ it helps, to vary­

ing degrees, in providing materials, in stimulating interest, in su­

pervising schools, and in representing the Week Day Church Schools in 

matters pertaining to the public school. It has little to do with the 

denominational type of school. However, the Department of Religious 

Education sends materials to those denominational schools which have 

reported to the Federation. 

D. 'lith Regard to the Teaohin,t?, Force of the ;:leek Da.v Church 

l!?hools of Breokl,yp,. 

The securing of well trained teachers is .. a problem which eon­

fronts the Week J::IQy Church School. This is due in part to the new-
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ness of tile movement, to lack o:r remuneration, and to conflict in time 

schedules of the teachers and the schools. The teachers in the schools 

generally include ministers, directors of religious education, puolic 

school teachers, and church members. The majority of the teachers are 

volunteer teachers, largely untrained and trained WQrkers, such as di­

rectors of religious education, ministers and deaconesses, who serve 

as a part of their regular work. On the whole, the teaching force is 

not on a par with the l)Uolic school. 

E ,• iVith Regard to the children of the 7/eek Da;; Church Schools 

of Brooklgn 

The pupils for the Week Day Church Schools, it \~s found, are 

secured through promotion in the Sabbath School, through announcement 

at the public school, and throu.gh visitation in the homes. During 

the year 1929-30 there ware ·7,000 children enrolled in the week »az 

Church SChools which reported to the Department of Religious Education. 

The schools are graded according to departments, according to public 

school grading, and aeoord.ing to age. The children differ great11 in 

their home life, but it appears that the ma.j ori tz come :f'rom middle class 

homes. Each child has an opportu.nity to become a part of some church, 

but the exact church relationship has not been ascertained. 

F. With Regard to the Curricu1a of the week Da.y Church SChools 

of .§rooklm 

In almost avers school the elements of worship, instru.etion, 

and recreation are included in the curricula. About half of the schools 

have group worship, and the other half departmental. F.rom ten to thirts 

minutes is given for the worship period in the schools. The worship 
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programs in the schools are similar, and yet there is variety. The ma­

jority of the children, it seemed, have the spirit of worship. ~ in­

struction period. in the various schools Visited includes stories or 

discussion or both. In some of the schools, the expressional activity 

is included with the inst~tion. b me.jority of schools provide some 

form of expressional activit,. !he instruction period. ranges in length 

from twenty minutes to forty minutes. Probable outcomes coald not, of 

course, be definitelJ determined. In raany of the schools, however, the 

children receive an increase in religious knowledge and. in some, this 

knowledge rJ!IIJ.y lead to the development of desirable a.tti ttUles, which in 

turn may lead to action. In a few schools definite provision is made 

to insure this transfer from knowledge to conduct. Recreation has a 

part in over balf of the schools visited. It is generally provided 

for the purpose of rela.ation, and comes at the beginning of the period, 

as the children come from the public school. It ranges in time from 

ten minutes to forty-five minutes. 

II. InterPretation and Estimate of Findill&§ 

Although there are raany Protestant children in Brooklyn untouched. 

by the Week :Day Church Schools, yet the Movement has gained consider­

able headway in recent years. Certainly it has won a place for itself. 

Since there is opportunity for continued growth, since many of the 

church members and leaders are interested, and since the Department of 

Religious Education of the .Brooklyn Federation is actively enge.ged in 

the establishment and improvement of Week :Day Church Schools, there is 

great hope for the future developEnt of these schools. 
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As .bas been stated before, .Brooklyn hl.s the three general tJPes 

ot Week Jla3 Church Schools. In all of these there are cUsa4vantages 

as well as advantages, so tbltt none are ideal. However, the three 

t~PSs will probably continue in a oi ty as large as Brooklyn. Regard-

less of tnes, the Week Jay Church School should make a .distinct ed­

uoati.onal advance over the Sabbath SChool metho4s, should make the 

child the center of the plans and progra.ms, should have a curricula 

that is suited to the needs of the child, shoulcl have close ooo.rela-

tion or integration with other phases of the church's program. eo-

operation is essential between the church and the public school. 

'leek »e.s Church Schools shoulcl have standards a·s high as the public 

school, should reach the mazimwa number of unchurched children, and. 

should maintain the proper administration and. educational supervia-

1 
ion. Per.b&pa these can best be accomplishecl through the interdenoa-

inational type_ of week Da3 Church SChool in Brooklyn. At least more 

children are reaehecl by .this type of school, ancl greater opportunity 

is provided for the child to realize that the Week lla3 Church school 

is a part of his life aa the public school is a part of his li:f'Eh 

Certai.Dly the Depa.rtmen t of Religious Education pla.,s an import-

ant part in the week lla3 Church Schools of BroOklyn. !hrough. 1 t 

better trained teachers are ~o'Vided tor the schools. !rained au-

per"fisors visit tl'le schools. !his plays no small part in build1J1C 

the standards of the schools. In parts of the oonmunity where there 

is a real need for religious edu.oatio~ schools are established. In 

this way a greater number are organized, and. a greater number of child-

ren are reached. As the schools stand tod&J, the teaching staff, be-

•••••••• 

1. Of. Proposed Standard for the WeekifJy Church SChool, p.24• 
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inc drawn largely from the church membership is generally below the 

level of' the teaching staff' of' our public schools. This, of' course, 

is to be regretted. The matter is gradually being remedied through 

the influence and the active efforts of' the Department of' Religious 

.iducatio:a. 

Partly because of' the present inadequacy of' the teaching staff'. 

there is, wi t.bout question, room tor improvement in the curricula of 

the various schools. Although in the m&Joritl of the schools vis­

ited a spirit of worship was evident, 3et the results would no doubt 

have been greater if' all of' the worship had centered around a theme, 

and if' the worship had bee• correlated with the instruction. ln 

one school there was not onl3 correlation of' worship and instruction, 

but theae were also correlated with the recre,tion. However, this 

was the exception rather thaD, the rule. Tha emphasis in the instruc­

tion period was fouu4 in most eases to be on tactual knowledge, rather 

than on aotivitg and conduct. There is, therefore, a great need tor 

a change in emphasis here,- for a delineation of objectives, and aa 

appraisal of the most effective methods of' carrging out these object­

ives, with a consequent o.bliU&p in procedure. This &gain, however, il 

dependent upon a earef'ullg trained leadership, and demands teachers 

who are familiar with child nature, with the laws of learning, and with 

modern teaching methods. !he recreation in till various schools was 

generall3 tor relaation. But in some schools it accomplished a :rur-

ther purpose, in that there was shewn cooperation, sharing, and re­

spon.sibili tg on the part of the child. This purpose of' recreation 

should be more widelg accepted, f'or play should .help to build charao-

ter. 
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Although we should like to see many schools establilhed in 

.Brooklyn at the present time, in order to reach all those ohUd.l"en 

who are still untouched, it would perhaps be better to establish 

fewer and better schools which are comparable to the public school. 

!hen the Week :Da.v Church SChool would have better opportuni t.v to 

prove its worth to the coDmuni t.v at large. If the people were made 

to realize that religious ed110ation can hold its own with seoul&r 

education, there no doubt would be a ~eater promotion of Week ia.f 

Chl1roh Schools, because of increased interest and more liberal 811p• 

port. fh.is, in the end. would. undoubtedl.v lead to a more rapid de· 

velopment of Week lla.v Church SChools. 

AD interesting and significant development has onl.f recen~l.f 

ariseta. In New York State and in New York Cit.v high school students 

are to be permitted to take Bible study for credit, on the regular 

academic basis. In &11 probability courses will be started this 

fall, which shall meet the requirements laid down. feachers of 

these courses are not onl.v to meet regular state requirements for 

high school teachers, but also special requirements in religious 

training. !he children trho have been attending the Week :Day Ollurcli 

Schools an4 who have there become interested in Bible stud.f, will no 

doubt be the ones to avail th.emsel vas of this opportunity to receive 

high school credit for .Bible study of a high type. Surely this is a 

significant step in advance in helping to meet the religious needs 

of the children of our country, an4 in providing for them a more com­

plete education. 

Granting that there are soE very evider&t weaknesses in the 
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Week Day Clm.rch Schools of Brookl.vn, as theyeexist today, we neverthe­

less maintain, as a result of this study, that they are filling a real 

needt that they are undou.btedly accomplishing some results; and that 

they promise to be of increasing value and of deepening significance 

in the child life of Brookl~B• 
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Week Dag Church Schools Included m the Survey* 

Kind of School 

1. Individual church-co o_::;era.ting 

2. Individual church-cooperating 

3. Interdeno~inationa.l 

4. Interdenominational 

5. Interdenominational 

6. Interdenominational 

7. Interdenominational 

s. Interdenominational 

9. Individual church-cooperating 

10. Indi Vidu&l chu.roh-oooperating 

11. Interdenominational 

12. Interdenominational 

13. Interdenominational 

14• Interdenominational 

15. Interdenomina.tional 

Location 

Union Church of :Say 
Ridge B1 vd & 80th St. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
4th Ave. & 75th st. 

Cll.Yler l"'resbyterian Cllurch 
358 Pacific St. 

Bmmanua.l ~:pti st 
Lafa..,vetta Ave. & St. Ja~ues Pl. 

Concord Baptist Church 
166 Adelphi St. 

Italian llission 
118 Fourth Pl. 

South Congregational 
Court & President St. 

Warren St. Jlethodist Episcopal 
307 Warren St • 

Bedford Presbyterian 
Nostrand Ave. & Dean St. 

Christ Chu.roh Protestant 
Episcopal 
Ridge Blvd • & 73rd St • 

Spencer Memorial Presb¥terian 
Remsen & Clinton st• 

Frospect Heights Presbyterian 
8th Ave. between lOth & llth St. 

Ee.rean Baptist 
.Bergen st. near Rocheater Ave. 

Park Slope Community 
7th Ave. near Carrol st. 

Lefferts Park Baptist 
l4thAve. & 76th St. 
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16. Interdenominational 

17. Interdenominational 

18. Interdenominational 

19. lndi vidual church-cooperating 

20. Denominational 
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Location 

Zion Swedish Lutheran 
59th St. & llth Ave. 

Nazarene Congregational 
Lefferts Pl. & Grand Ave. 

Church of the Bt-ethren 
358 - 60th St. 

Incarnation Lutheran 
4th Ave. & 75th St. 

St. John • s Lutheran 
283 Prospect .Ave. 

* These schools are numbered according to the plan followed in the 
various tables and charts. 


