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CHAPTER I.
INTRODUCTION,

The Philippines, referred to as the Seven Thousand
Emeralds, is In the stage of a great religious education
renalilssance. People have come to reallize that the pre=
sent status of religious education in the cbuntry i1s not
what should be expected, The time hasg come when the
people decry the religious life of the country. Some
have come to belleve that society 1s religlously dete-
riorating. The young people are revolting against the
established order of life, and they are denouncing the
0ld established methods of religlous education, They
are erying out for a progressive and experiliential pro-
gram, one that will measure up to the present standards
of religious education as set up by the modern leaders
in this field,

All these are signs of a keen religlous aﬁakening.
People are coming to see more than ever the need of
religiaus education esgpecially for the children and
the youth of the land. They demand a program that is
based upon the present situation of the country, taking
into congideration their needs as revealed in a.study
of their background., With this demand, the religious

leadere of the country are moving to improve the effi-



clency of the programe of religious educatlion which the
Protegtant Churches of the Philippines provide for their
youth, It is in 1line with thisg trend ithat the writer
is endeavoring to work oult suggestions fpr improving the
program of religious education used by the churches of
the Prnillippines at the present.

A._STATEMENT OF THEZ PROBLEM,

The specific problem of thisg study 1sg to work out
suggestiong for improving the pregent program of relig-
ious education used in the churches in the Philippines.
These suggestioné are to bpe made in the light of the
pregent~day vrinciples amd‘@r&cticea in the religious
education of the young people, This program wlll take
.into conglderation the needg as revealed by an analysils
of Philippine corditiong, The problgms involved in
thls study are, flrst, an analysis of the Phillvopine
conditions, - geographlieal, racial, cultural, spiritual,
soclal, economic, and educatlional; secgnd, a gathering
up of the needs of the young people as revealed by the
study of the background; th%rd,-a pregentation of the
pregent~-day program of religious education and other
agencles of religious education at work in the Islands;
snd fourth, a pregentation of the suggested program of
religious education for improving the’preeent program

which the churches of the Philippines offer thelr youth.



B. THE METHOD OF PROCEDURE,

Ag the problem of this study is to work out sugges-
tions Tor improving the church program for the young
people of the'%hilipgines, 1t seenmsg begl Lo consider
Tiregt the background of these young people, Thisg is
to be considered under the following heads: geographlcal,
raclal, cultural, spiritual, soclal, economic, and educa-
ticonal. Under the cultural and spiritual background,
it will be necessary to consider two viewpoints: first,
that of the pre-imerican condition; and second, that of
the conditiong during the Zmerican regime, Such a gtudy
wlll enable the writer to arrive at an understanding of
the needs of the youths of the land, which will help in
the working out of suggestions for a more adequate prog-
ram, After the backgrc@nd is considered, the needs
which emerge from this siudy will be taken up together
with thosge which relate to the nature of adolescents,.
Then the presenti-day program 6f religioug education will
be presented and evaluated in order to know to what ex-
tent these needs are Dbelng met at the present time. On
the bagis of 211 these stﬁdies, a suggested pragfam of
religious education for improving the one now used in the
churches of the Philippines will be presented.  This
program will take inte considération the work now being
done in the churcheg of the Philippines with regard to

their youth and will show wherein improvements are needed,



C. Bources of Material,

The primary sources used in this study are from
varied sources, The Government has published Hand~
booke on the Philippines, giving facts and figures about
the Islands. Thgse will prove helpful in giving valua-
ble information about the historical, geographical, and
racial backgrounds of the young people. The Philippine
Islands Educational Survey Report, Dr, Paul Monroe, Direc-
tor, and the Reports of the Director of the Bureau of Eiu-
cation wlll serve as very helpful material for the educa~
tional background, ‘Then misslonaries as well as laymen
have written = bookse on Evangelical Chrigtlanity and
Religlious Education in the Philipplnes. As an example
of this source, we have such books as: Religious Educa-
tion in the Philippines, by DPr. A. L. Ryan; Evangelilcal
Christianity in the Philippines, by Osias and Lorenzana;
and The People of the Philippines, by Dr. Frank C. Lau-
bach. Other materials helpful in giving information
about the religlous work in the Philippines are: reports
of various missions in the Islands, leaflets published by
the Sunday School Union, and religious papers published
in thé Iglands, such ag the Philippine Observer and the
Naimbag a Damag (The Good News).

The .secondary sources include standard works on the
religious education and psychology of adolescents ag well
ag other descriptive books on the Philippines, and these
will be indicated in the bibliography at the close of
this thesis. :
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CHAPTER I1I.
GENERAL BACKGROUND: GEOGRAPHICAL AND RACIAL

No group or race of people can be understood apart
from thelr natural habitat. Since the topography and
the natural resources of a country have much to do with
the character of the people, it is the purpose of this
chapter to present to the reader a survey of the general
background of the Philippines,- geographically and ra-
cially, in order to understand better the needs of the
youths of the land.

B, GEOGRAPHICAL SITUATION,

Of the physical aspects of the Islands, Hon. Charles
E. Yeater, once a Vice~Governor and Secretary of Public
Instruction, said: ,

"It is a beautiful land. Its deep tropical forests,
its broad and level plains, 1ts mountains, its
beautiful rivers and the ever changing vista of
the restless surrounding sea, 1ts hundreds of ever=-
green islands, of all sizes and shapes, with white
beaches and coral reefs, interest the traveler to
an absorbing degree. There is no country. in the

Orient which displayslso meny varlagated marks of
beauty and grandeur."

1 Pacts and Figures about the Philippines, 1920, p.5



1. Location,

The Philippines lies to the southeast of the
great continent of Asia and occupies much the same
relative position asg the YWest Indieg to North America.
It 1g in the Tropic Zone between the meridiang of 116040'
and 126°34' eagt longtitude, and between the parallels
of 4040' and 21°10' north latitude. The Philippines
looks very tiny in ;be world map ag compared with the
other countries of the globe bult it really congtitutes
a vast archipelago lying in the extreme western part
of the Pacific Ocean near the coast of China just north
of the equator.

The location of the Philippines in relation to
other countrles of the world 1s gulte interesting., Manila
ig only about 600 miles northwest to Hongkong and thé
mainland of Asiz, and only about 900 miles to Saigon on
the southeastern extension of that continent.  Formosa
ig only a 1ittle over 100 miles to the northermnmost
iglondes and about 800 miles to the Japanese mainland.
Because of thile enviable positién in relation to other
countries of the Urient, the Philippines hag been des-
erived ag the "Trade Gibraltar in the Par Eaet" and has

been referred to as a "radiating center for the Gospel.

20?., Commercial Handbook of the Pnilippines, 1924, p.l3



Draw a c¢ircle with Manila at the cénter and with a
radius of 2,500 miles, and almost half of the world's
entire population shall be included in this circle.3

2, Land Area.

The Philippine Islands includes 7,083 islands, of
which 2,441 are named and 4,642 are not. The total area
is 114,400 square miles. This i larger than the com-
bined States of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and
Delaware, There are eleven limportant 1slands, each of
which has an area of more than 1,000 square miles,

Luzon has 40,814 square miles; Mindanao, 36,906; Samar,
5,124; Negros, 4,903; Palawan, 4,500; Panay, 4,448; Mine
doro, 3,794; Leyte, 2,799; Cebu, 1,695; Bohol, 1,534;
and Masbate, .‘J.,255."+

3. Climatic Conditions.

The climate of the Phlilippines 1s considered to be
among the beset in the tropics. There are only two
seasons, the dry and the wet or railny season, . Father:
Algue, Director of the Weather Bureau in Manila, divides
the climate into three types, the classification belng
baged on distance above sea level and exposure to ocean
breezes. November, December, January, and February are
the temperate months. The average temperature at this

season 18 about 77 degrees to 79 degrees Fahrenhelt.

2or., Ipid, pp.13-14
ce.. Ibid, p. 1k
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In April, May, and June, the hot months, the mean tem=-
perature is between 83 and 84 degrees, In the other
months it is about 80 degrees. These faets, however,
do not indicate by any means, that the climate is op~
preseive. In fact, it 1s agreeably warm, with cool
nights and early mornings, While the temperature is
high, it never goes to the extreme, as it does during
the hot summer days in Amerlca. In the midst of a hot
day there always comes the cooling breeze from the moune
tainsg and the ogean which makes the day pleasant.5

Thegse seasonal periods are not the same in all
parts of the Philippines. Spme parts are affected by
ocean currents which modify élimatie conditions thereln,
The Mountain Province in Luzon where the 1deal summer
resort, Bagulo, is sltuated has a maximum temperature
of 80 degrees and a minimum of 53 degrees, Zamboanga
and the province of Bukidnon and Lanao boast a most
agreeable and healthful climate.® There are other ideal
health resorts found in highlands of the Philippines.
In these places and in all others sunstrokes are not
known,

The ralny season extends from June to October,
Typhooﬁs with heavy wind and rain are frequent during

these months. The lowest average rainfall for a period

5c¢e., Facts and Figures about the Philippines, 1920, p.7
6cfo, Ibido’ Po7
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of twelve years, 1909 to 1920, for the whole archipelago
wag 60.73 inches in the driest region. The highest was
126.68 inches in the wettest region. Manila's average

rainfall was T75.46 inches. The following table shows

how this compares with the rainfall in American cities:7
Cities Annual Average .

Manilawesecmecccmr e T5.

Portland, Oregone==--=w-ce—e-- 44,65
San Francisco, California----- 22,66
Yuma, Arizona--e-e--ecccccamcan. 3.47
Havre, Montang--ececccercccaaa 13,32
Denver, Coloradoe-reemeccccaca 14,26
El Paso, TeXafeewenmccmeeceeax 9,43
Moorhead, Minnegotg=eweeecenac 24,40
Omaha, Nebragkfe--vcerececmecnnaa 30.22
Galveston, TexXagwmmememeccceax 46,53
VMarquette, Michlgane--cweccmaa-- 32.27
Chicago, Illinolg-=wcccecaanu-x 33.52
New Orleans, Louigiange--—--w-- 57.55
Northfield, Vermontesw-w-cecee-e 33,56
New York, New Yorke=—w-eeeomcaw 44,20
Jacksgsonville, Florida----=ewu-- 52,62

During the wet season inundations of rivers are
frequent and often produce;: a flood, making travel dif-
ficult and even impossible in some parts of the Islands,

(a) Climate and health,

As to the effect of the climate on the health of
the people the writer wishes to quote from the Commer-
clal Handbook of the Philippines the following:

"The variety of climate, the intermediate or

mild temperature prevalent throughout the year
in many parts of the country, is beneficlal to
the health of the inhabitants as proven by the
death rate for every thousand whites in Manila

for 1922 which was 8ix and six-tenths, as com=-
pared with the death rate in 1920 for New York

Tee., Ipid., p.8
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which was thirteen and three-~-tenths, and for

Chicago which was thirteen and two-tenths.

Ideal health resorts are found in the high-

lands of the Philippines, like Antipolo in

Rizal; Luchan and Sariaya in Tayabas; Taal

in Batangas; Sllang in Cavite; Bukidnon and the

reglon around Lake Lanao in Mindanao, and the

plateaus of Bagulo, approximately 5,000 feet

above sea level and about 175 miles from Manila,

Medical reports speak highly of the climate of

Bagulo and of Camp Keithley in Mindanao. Ase

to health conditions in general, 1t ig conceded

that the system of sanitation actually enforced

in the Philippine Iglands 1s on a par with thgt

of any other civilized country in the world."

(b) Effect on growth,

The age of puberty seems to be influenced by
climate, This 1e evidenced by a study ma&e by Engelman
of 10,000 girls. This study showed that for girls born
in America the aveﬁage age for the first menstrual period
was 13.9 years, while for girls born in northern Europe
it was 15.5 years. Girls born in southern Europe
mature earlier than in Amerileca. In tropical countries
the average is even lower, Qwen places the average age
of puberty in the United States at 13 1/2 years.? Puber-
ty in a tropical country like the Philippines comes about
a year earlier. |

Another effect of the climate upon the young people
of the Philippines might also be mentioned here. That
is 1ts effect upon thelr attitude toward manual work,

Somehow, because of the heat, the young pebple look with

BCommercial Handbook of the Philippines, pp.l5-16
9¢f., Owen, R.D., Principles of Adolescent Education, p.T4



13

disdain upon this kind of work,
C. RACIAL CONDITIOHNS,

1. Population.,

The census of 1918 shcwed‘a population of 10,350,
640, Out of these 9,495,272 were Christians and the
rest were non-Ghristians%o The Christian population
includes those who came under the chrlstianizing in-
fluence of Spain and the Roman Catholic Church during
her soverelgnty, and later of the ?roteatant churches,
These figures show that theré was then only 8.2 per
cent of the population who were non-Christians.

This coneligts of the Moros, Igoroteg, and Negritoes.
They were the people whdresisted the éhristianizing
influences of 8pain, the Moros retaining their Mohame
medanigm and the Igorotes and Negritoes thelr pagan
and animistic customs. '

2. Language problem.

The Philippines presents a unique linguistic
problen, Dr, Miller, former Chlef Ethnologist of the
Bureau of Beience in Manila, had this to say about the
language of the people:

"There are many different languages or dialects

~in the Philippines but all are closeljrelated

one to another, the pronunciation and mode of
speech vary but little from one section of the
Philippines to another and the majority of the

worde are common to two or more of the Philip-
pine languages. These languages, whether

10
Cf., Facte and Figures about the Philippines, p. 12
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spoken by pagan, Moro, or Christian, belong to
the great Malaya-Polynesian family, branches of
which are found in SBumatra, the Hawailan Islands,
Madagascar, and on many islands between."1ll

The census of 1918 recognized six large linguistic
groups. The smallest of these includes more than
339,000 people and the largest 1,850,000, There are
forty-three distinet lingulstlc groups and eighty-seven
dlalect groups. These facts present a language situation
complex and difficult in solution.

3. Homogeneity.

But even with the unique language situation in the.
Philippines the people are, nevertheless, homogensous.
Hon, Charles E. Yeater sald:

"By the use of the word 'tribe' in speaking of the
natives of the different sections of the Philip-
pines, the erroneous impression has become current
that the Fillipino people lack homogenelty, whereasg,
a8 a matter of fact any one who has been in the
Philippines at all will readily admit that the
Iloeano, lagalog, Pangasinan, Pampango, Bieol,
and Visayan are one and the same in every respect.
Nor ig this eimilarity found among these classes
-8f Pllipihos only, but to an equal degree, modi-
fied only by difference of costume, civilization
and religion, among the so-called Moros, Igorotes,
and other non~Christian and pagan inhabitants of
the Philippines as well, Ag a matter of fact
those of the more backward Pillipinos who have
attained occldental education and adopted the
western manner of dreseing can not be told apart
from thelr more civilized brethern by Filipinos
themselves."12

Speaking on the same subject as the above, ex-Presl-

11

lgFacts and Figures about the Phillippines, p.l2

Ibid., p.l2
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dent Taft gaid:
"There 1s a raclial solidarity among them undoubt-
edly. They are homogeneous, I cannot tell
the difference between an Ilocano, and a Tagalog
and a V%gayan.... To me all the Filipinos were
alike,"

Francls Burton Harrison, once Governor General of
the Phlilippines, before a joint committee of Congress,
expresses himgelf thus:

"To my way of thinking, they are very remarkably

homogeneous, quite as much 80 ag any nation in

the world today with which I have any acquaintance.
From one end of the Philippine Islands to the other
the people look very much alike; their manners are
very much the same; their style of living is about
the same; and they are being generally educated
along the sgame lines by the government and by the
private schools, which are cooperating with the
government. So that I think they already have one
of the prime requlsites of a nationality, namely,

a8 general and universal feellfg that they belong
to the same race of people.”

With the exceptlion of the few scattered Negritoes,
the people of the Philippines~ pagans, Moros, and Chrig-
tlan are one raclally. Not only 1s thls homogenelty
shown in their costume and features but also in théir
purpose and aspirations. Thls is clearly manifested 1n
thelr government., In the Philippine Legislature are
found representatives from all parts of the ecountry,
from the northernmost regions to the southern extremity,
and yet one can hardly, if at all, tell them apart.
Among these representatives theée exlste the same single-

ness of purpose, thought and action as is found among the

13 ‘
A Beautiful Philippines, Handbook, p. 37
1l

Ibid, p. 37
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members 6f the Legisglature of the Unifed States.

This unity is likewise manifested in all the
schools where students come from all parts of the
Philippines. Especlally 1s this so in the colleges,
normal gchools, and universities in the city of ifanila.
Students in these ingtltutions come from all over the
country and except by difference of language one cannot
tell them apart, because they are sgo much alike in
their characteristics, hopes, ideals, and aspirations.

4, Racisl Characteristics.

Hon., Charles E. Yeater in speaking of the people
said:

"The Philippine people are characterized by a
generoslity and hospitality unexcelled by any
other peoples. 7They are clever and quick to
learn and thelir mentality is plasgtic to all
impressiong of the Western civilization."l5

The people are kind to children, and in spite of
- the faet that most of the Fillipinos have large families,
the children are aiways well cared for, It is gulte
unusual to see chlldren harshly trested by a Filipino;

The peovle of this country; especially the yéung
mén, are sportsmen, They love z2ll manner of games,
and outdoor sports make a marked appeal to them. All

kinds of outdoor gamesg played in America are played

in the Pniliopines. Tennlg is a favorite game among

1okacts and Figures about the Philippines, p.5
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the young men and women, Another sport which has become
popular 1s prize fighting, a sport which was introduced
by Amerlcans. This particular sport is having some sad
effects on the young people for it 1s leading them Into
gambling. This is why the soclal and religious leaders
of the country are working hard for ite irradleation.

More things are said by foreigners who have had

contacet with the Filipinoe about their traits. Dr.
Frank C, Laubach, a missionary in the Philippines for
many years salid:

"Phe Pilipinos hate war. They avoid trouble and
will submit to tyranny long after an American
would have rebelled, They are meek, qulet, kindly,
hospitable, very polite~ these men whom Americans
have supposed to0 be merciless, warlilke, and sav=-
age! Indeed they exeell the average American én
every one of the above mentioned respects.” 1

Hon., Leonard Wood, the late Governer General of

the Philippines, sald:

"Phe Philippine: people possessmany fine attractive
qualities- dignlity and self respect, as shown by
personal deportment-,...... personal neatnesgs and
cleanliness, courtesy and consideration to stran-
gers and guests, boundless hospitality, willing-
nesgs to do favors for those with whom they come
into contact, which amountg almost to inability
to say 'no' to a friend,”

Mr, E, Alexander Powel, a world traveler and

writer of internationsl note, said, after weeks of travel
in the Islands:

"Were I asked to enumerate the desirable qualities
of the Filiplinos which most impressed me I ghould

18
1 7aubach, F.C., The People of the Philippines, p.ll
Report of the Speclal Misslion to the Philippines, p.ll
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name without hesitation their boundless hospi-
tality, their personal cleanliness, their dig-
nity and self-respect, their good nature, their
innate courtesy and their consideration for
strangers, thelr love for children, their mental
activity, their devotion to their country, and
their consuming passion for education.” 18
All those quoted above seem to agree as to the
traits of the Filipines. However, they all seem to
have dwelt only on the desirable traits of the people.
Every nation has ite bad slde as well as 1ts good side.
The Philippines is no exception to this fact. 'the
Filipinos, like other peoples of other natlons, have
their weaknesses as well, Among them are the tendenecy
to indolence and propenslity to gambling. It was noted
in earlier discusslon ihat the climate of the country
aomehow affected the‘attitude of the young people toward
manual work, that because of the hot climate‘they became
naturally lazy. But this 18 not the only cause of the
indolence of the young people. To a great extent it‘ia
due to heredity and enviromment. The Spaniards brought
to them the tralt of 1lndolence, a tralt that is neveﬁ :
- degirable to anyone. Another unpleéaant trait 1s their
delight in i1dleness and their wasteful use of their
leisure, This problem of leisure 1s qulite acute in the
Philippines. The young people have not as yet learned

the value of time, They do not have any set program

18Pcwe1, E.A., Asia at the Crossrocads, 1922, p.288
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for their lelisure and as a result a number of them go
out gambling, or danecing, or else loitering around,
Another great weakness of the Filipino young people is=s
thelr vanity. They delight in having extravagant cloth-
ing. In fact, they are branded as spending too much
on clothing, instead of too little.

An attempt 1s made to present both sides of the
young Filipino life. Congidering the favorable as
well as the unfavorable traits of the people, one 1is
gafe in saying that in the final reckoning the Filipino
virtues will outweigh the vices. It should, therefore,
be the task of the religious worker to conserve the good
in the Phllippine 1ife and to improve the weaknesses
observed. |
D. SUMMARY:

This chapter has endeavored to pleture the back-
ground of the Filipinovyouth, geographically and raclally.
Geographically we have these éonclusiens:

1. As to location, it 1s noted that the Philippines
is situated in the Troplc Zoné and that it has a strate-
gie location in relation to other Oriental countrles.

2. As to area, The Philippines 1s very much larger
than most people think and it 1s composed of very many
lglandg of different sgizes and importance.

3., Ag to climate the following are noted: (a) That

there are only two seasons in the Islands, the wet and
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and the dry season, (b) That the hot season affects
the young people's attitude toward manual work to some
extent. (c¢) That the rainy season often produbes |
flood, making travel difficult and even impossible in

" some parts of the Islanda, (d) That puberty comes
earlier than in the temperate Zone., (e) That the
climate is most beneficial to the health of the inhabi-
tants ag proven by the death rate for every thousand
whites in Manila for 1922 as compared to that of New

. York and Chicago in 1920, and that the system of sani-
tation actually enforced in the Philippines is on a par
with that of any other civilized country in the world.

Racially, the following concluelons are noted:

1. That according to the,1918 census there were
10,350,640 people 91.8 per cent of whom were Christians
and the rest non-Christians.

2. That one who tries to build up a program of
religious education gaces:a vifal problem due to the
lingulistiec problem in the Islands, There are recorded
eilghty~-geven dialects in all, |

3, That even with the variety of dialects the
Filipinos are homogeneoua a8 shown in their similarity
of characteristics, customs, and their singleness of
purpose, ideals and aspirations.

4, That the Filipinos have good as well as bad
traits, Among the good traits are hospitality, courtesy,
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cleanliness, dignity, self-respect, love to children,
devotion to thelr country, a consuming desire for
education, and love for peace. Among the undeslrable
traits are indolence, propengity to gambling, dislike
for manual labor, love of luxury, and lack of a true

perapective of the value of tlme,
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CHAPTER III.
GENERAL BACKGROUND: CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL
A. INTRODUGCTION.

In this chapter 1g to be considered the cultural
and spiritual background of the Filipinos, studied
under two main heads namely, (1) The pre-American
cultural and spiritual background which includes: the
coming of the Bpanliards; the situation of the early
inhabltants; the cultural and educational situation;
and the 1ntroduct16n of the Roman Catholic religlon;
(2) The American regime which ineludes: the Filipino
people ag the Americans found them; and the gevern-
mental, educatlonal, and religious progress since the
Amerlican occupation.

B. PRE-AVERICAN CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL BACKGROUND,

l. The coming of the Spaniards.

The Islands was diacovered by Magellan on March.
16,1521 in his attempt to reach the Moluccas by Western
route. This date is important because it marks the
beginning of the christianization of the Archipelago,
and the introduction into the Islaﬁds of western culturéi

The colonization of the Philippines by Spain began

lar,, Beautiful Philippines, p. 17
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1h 1565, when Lopez de Legaspi founded in Cebu the first
Spanish settlement, which he called 'San Miguel®.
Panay, the sesond Spanish settlement; wag soon éfter
established on Panay Island., And on June 3, 1571, the
third Spanish gettlement was founded in Manila.  There=
after Spanish influence and power were felt in varlous
points of the arehipelago.g
The history of the Philippines from the beginning
of Spanish rule to the middle of the nineteenth century
is a 1oﬁg tale of eruel warg and uprisings, The Pore
tuguese disputed Spain's right to the Islands. The
Dutch appeared in the Philippine waters and made attacks
on the Spanlards. The Chinese residents revolted from
tine to time, But by far the greatest and most persls-
tent trouble raisers were the Filipinos themselves, who
repeatedly revolted bechugé of the alleged injustices
coé@tted upon them, there were about a hundred uprisings
in all. “That which was congidered as the most noted of
all, due to its magnitude and the determination shown by
the revolutionists, was that of 1872, ¥nis was put
down with the execution of thres secular priests - Bur-
gos, Gomez, and Zamora, These men are reckoned among
the popular heroes of the country ever since thelr exe=

ecution. From that time plotting agalinst the corrupt

gcf., Facts and Figures about the Phillippines, p.9
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civil government and autocratic religious corruptions
never ceaged.-

Aglde Trom a long llst of revolts which charzc-
terized the rule of Spain, there were zlso civil oppreg-
glon and ecclesiastical tyranny. The dominent motive
of the Spaniarde seemed to be greed and gain., They
were not very much concerned with what they were able to
do and to give to the Filipino people. On the contrary,
they were concerned with what they could get from therl,
Just as Barrows said:

"The King wanted revenue for his treasury;.the

noble and the soldler, booty for thelr private
pursey the friar, W@alt@ for g&s order; the
bishop, power for his church.

Ag an evidence}gf thie oppression, the commercial
regirictions and monopolies which exlsted during the
Spanish rule mighi be cited, Foreign trade was resg-
tricted to that with Mexico, and only two ships, called
galleons, sailed each year., Thesge were run at the
expense of the Spanich King, 2nd the privilege of using
~them wazg granted only to hilgh offieclals and favorites.
Part of the merchandlisge taken to lMexico was kept there

and part sent to Spain, The resgult of this restrictive

policy wag the reduction of both foreign and domestile

3¢f., Beautiful Philippines, pp.l17-18
4Barrows, David P., History of the Philippines,
{014 Edition) p. 110
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trade and the monopolization of foreign trade by a few,
Agriculture and other industries were neglected. Mono=-
poly of tobaeco and other products also existed; Gover-
nor Basco de Vargas, seeing 1in a tobacco monoﬁoly a
possible source of revenue, recommended it to the home

- government, The decree:lnstituting it was lsesued by the
Eing of Spain, a policy to insure revenue was framed and
agencies were created, Monopolies on gunpowder, wine,
opium, and brandy followed.s

These account for the little progress in the Islands
during the Spanish rule. One 1g safe in saying that the

progress in the Philippines @uring the thirty years of
American rule is very much greater than the progress dur-
ing the more than three hundred years under Spéin.
- 2. Life of the early inhabitants.

Long before the coming of the Spanliards, the anclent
Filipinos had a culture of their own. They were engaged
in various industries and had a considerable interisland
and mainland trade. A Chinese geographer made mention
of the Philippines and descrlbed its trade relations with
thé Chinese as early as the 13th ecentury., . Commercial
connections also exlsted between the Philippines and
&aﬁan, India, Siam, Java, Sumatra, Borneo, and the Moluc~

6

cas.

2cf., Commercial Handbook of the Philippines, p.l7
Cf., Facts and Figures about the Philippines, p.l1l2
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The early inhasbitantg had their culture and civi-
lization. They had alphabets and system of writing of
“thelr own which closely followed the Phoenician alphebet-
ical arrangement. They had calendars and a system of
welghts and measures. They tilled their lands and
maintained governments, Their laws were mostly based
on traditions and customsg handed down from generation
tb generation, although occasionally codes of laws also
existed,

They cultivated the soll, planting rice, sweet
potatoeg and other tubercles or root crops. They manu~
factured various kinds of boate, fishing instruments and
weapons; they engaged invweaving; they knew the art of
embroidery, and made sculptures which represented their
ancestors whom they called anitos. They worked with
silver, gold, and copper to make Jewelry.7

The Philippines' early relations with other cpuntries
gave rise to cultural and spiritual progress. Spain,
therefore, had a good ground to begin with in their colée-
nizatlon.

3. Educational developmeﬁt.

There is little knowledge outside the Philippines
of the educational development during the Spanlish regime.
From the beginning of Spanish domination there exlsted

7Cf., Oslas and Lorenzana, Evangélical Christianity
in the Philippines, 1931, pp. 23-25
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‘schools and colleges which were mostly chducted by
the religious orders. These schools and colleges
offered varlous courses and graduated numerous priests,
lawyers, physicians, pharmacists, and teachers., It
might be interesting to note that the oldest University
today under'the Lmerican flag‘is found in the Philippine
Islands; the University of Santo Tomas was founded in
1611, which is about a quarter of a century before the
founding of the oldest American University, Harvard.

Ir thefe ig a eriticism to make of the educational
syptem during the Spanish epoch, it 1s the fact that
| higher education wase giveﬁ first., It was not until the
later part of the nineteenth century that a general sys-
tem of primary 1natrﬁction_was given. Thie was given
under the Royal decree of 1863 and went into effect 1n
1865, A nation-widersystem of public education was
thus ﬁnaugurated.. ‘hig shows thet the Philippine educa-
tion under Spain began from the top &nd worked downward,

For s more vivid ldea of the educational development
during the Spanish regime it is well to consider filgures
regarding the matter, Toward the third quarter of the
nineteenth century there were already in the Philippine
Islands, 1016 schools of elementary instruction for boys
~and 593 for girls, or a total of 1608, ?his is from the
Manual del Viajero, published in 1877. 8enor Cavada, in
1870, in a work entitled Historia Geograflca, Geologica
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‘ y Statistica de Filipinas (Manila) shows that in Luzon
there were 657 boys' sgchools and 439 girls' schools or
a total of 1096 schéola;.and in Mindanao, 22 boys' schools
and 19 girls‘Aschools, or a total of 41 schools giving
a grand total of 1779 elementary schools in the Philip-
pine Iglands during that time.g

4, religlous de%elopment.

Together with the establighment of Spanish domina-
tion in the Philippinesg came the introduction cf Chrig-
tlanity. Spain, being under the control of the Roman
Catholic falth, introduced that form of Christianity.
Friars were sent to the country and by 1886 they were
"egtablighed in forty places and claimed ag Christians
250,000 or mearly half the population of the Philippines
at that time,

Great as their energy wasg, the friars could not
have done the rapid prsgregs they did withoult the sid of
the government,. The Church énd the State worked hand
ig hand, but the Church wielded tremendous ?dwer and at
times wés more powerful than the government itself.

Each village was under the rule of a priest. The Span-
iard had from z hundred to a ithousand or more Filipinos
under his control, from whom he levied itaxes. He was

a feudal lord. The tribubte went to the church, the

8
¢f., Ibid., b. 27

\8590
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government, and the priest himsgelf, Character wag
stifled; progress was deliberately discouraged; inde-
pendence of thought was stamped out.9

5. Influence of the Spanish rule and the Church,

Mention has been made of the oppression that existed
and the little progress accompllisghed during the Spanish
goverelgnty. It would be dolng Spain a great Injustlce,
however, if no credilt were given her rule in the Philippine
Islands. She laid the foundation for Crnristianity iIn
the country and converted the inhabitants to the creed,
thus setting up the only Christian country in the Orient
wlth a Christlian outlook on l1life. In the women, the
tenets of Chrisgtisnity instilled dignity. The religious
leaders exerted an influence upcn Philiprine life. The
priegts were not only splritual guide in the community but
they 2lso acted as guide in the governmental aflairs
and other activities,

Educationally, they also»made a contribution.
They established schools, not only for the pfimary and
secondafy education but also for university training.

But the religious ordersg also left a detrimental
influence upon the people. Thelr abuse of power sgsoon

regulted in oppression. Religion itself became an

instrument for enriehing the church and impoverlshing

9
¢f.,Beautiful Philippines, p. 27
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the poor, v It was s0 largely a matter of form that
1t had 1little influence in the daily 11fé of the people.
Even gambling and cock-fighting flourished under the
shadow of the church without any protest.
C. IHE AMERICAN REGIME,

1, The Filipinos as the Americans found them.

Enraged by the tyrannie rule of Spain and strength=-
ened by the spirit of unity, the Filipinos stood firm
for refornms. Some of the greatest Filipinos in history,
while in Europe, banding themselves together by means of
the press and in person, sought to arouse the liberal
thinkers of Spain that they might see the folly of an-
tagonizing the Filipinos. The people were determined
more than ever to demand reformg in the government as
well ag in the church,

For a time they tried to galn reform through peace=-
ful and lawful method., It later became evident, however,
that their pleadinge were not being heeded. Yhe people
then realized that their only salvation lay in freedem
from Spain. Bince peaceful means were mever successful
the Fllipinos thought their only hope was in revolutlon.
As a result there broke out the Revolution of 1898 which
was truly national in character.

This was the state of affairs the Americans found

when they eame to the Philippines.
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2. Governmental progress.

When Philippine conditions began to take on signs
of normalecy, a reorganized eivil government - loeal,
provinelal, and insular - was established, This plan
involved the election of a president, a vice-president,

a municlipal council and other minor officlals in wvery
munieipality of the Phillppines. A province wag gov-
erned under the direction of an elective Filipino gov-
ernor, with a provinclal board which consists of the
governor and two members. The central government was
governed by the Civil Governor and a Philippine Commission
congisting of a majority of Americans up to 1913 when the
Filipinos were given majority in the Commigsion.

Some years after the organization of civil govern-
ment iﬂ the Isglands, a Philippine Assembly to constitute
the lower house was established, Its membersghip consig-
ted of elected representatives of the people. The Assem-
bly was inaugurated in 1907.

“i1th the approval of the Jones Law in 1916, the
Philippine Commisslon was abolished and an elective Phi=-
lippine Senate wag ereated in its stead. The'Philippine
Legislature was thus organized with two branches, the
PhilipplinesSenate and the House of Representatives. One
of the first measures approved by this Legisglature was

a law for the reorganization of the executlve departmentg



33

of the government making the executilve branch.ﬁetter
coordinated., The reorganization act called for sgix
departments. It continued the department of Public
Ingtruction under the Vice-Governor who is at the same
time the BSecretary of Public Instruction appointed by
the Presgident of the Unlted Stateg with the congent of
the United Stateg Senate. The five other depariments
are the department of the Interior, the department: of
Commerce and Communication, the depertment of Finance,
the devartment of Justice, and the department of Agri-
culture and Natural Resources. The secretary of each
of thesge fTive departments 1s a Fllipino appointed by the
Governor General with the advice and consent of the
Philipvine Senate.:©

3. Bducational Progress.

The present educational work in the Islands will be
dealt with more extensively in the next chapter. Cnly
s brief outline of the educational system is here consi-
dered.

When the eivil government was inaugurated, an act
wag passed establishing the Bureau of Education, which
now congtitutes one of the bureaus under the Department

of Publie Instruction, and continues to have charge of

1OGf., Ogiasg and Lorenzana, Evangelical Christianity
in the Philippines, p. 53 following
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the public educational syvstem of the Philipnines,

The Philippines is divided into forty-nine school
divisionsg, each diviglon generally coinciding with the
boundaries of a province, except the city of Manila,
and four Insular schoolg: the Philippine Normal School,
Central Luzon Agricultural School, The Philipoine School
of Arts and Trades, and the Philipnine Nautlical School,
each of which 1g considered ag 2z dlgtinet divislon. A
division is under the immediate charge of =z superinten-
dent who ig the representative of the Director of Educa-
tion, The Diviglon superintendent 1s generally asslsted
by a provineial industrlal supervisor or an academlc
gupervisgor, Fach provinclal dlvigion ig divided into
different districts consgisting of one or more municipa-
1ities and several barios or villages, each under the
charge of a supervising teacher.ll

4, Religilous Progress,

Ghristianity in the Pnilippines is represented by
three branches: Catholiclem, Aglipayanism, and Protesg-
tantism. Ag hag already been noted the Catholic Church
include the majority of the people. This 1s due to the
virtual monopoly of the religlous field by Catholie mig-

gionaries and priests during the centuries of Spanish

domination.

11 ¢p,,Facte and Figures of the Philippines,
p. 16 following
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a., Aglipayaniem.

In the discussion of the religious progress of
the Philippine people the aglipayanism or the Independent
Filipino Church should not be omitted. This wag an out-
come of the nation-wide revolution of 1896 which inten-
gifled the gpirit of nationallism and social soclidarity
among the peovle. It wasg one of the reactionary move-
ments against the tyranny of Spain. Its leaders were
ardent advocated of independence in both church and state
affairs.

Gpegorio Aglipay, the leader and now the Arehbishop
of this organization, was an excommunicated Catholic
priest. He called together a group of Protestant mig-
glonarieg in 1901 and outlined his plan to lead in a
movement to rend the Roman Catholic Church, Two main
items characterized his program: firgt, complete gepara-~
tion from the papacy and complete autonomy in the Phi-
lippines; and gecond, an open declaration for ‘'Catholic
doctrine in its purity'. The Protestant misslionaries
did not unite since the movement did not make the Serip-
tureg its rule and gulde in doctrine and life, In
spite of this Aglipay called together the Filipino
priests and laymen who had agreed to join him, adopted
a congtitution and organized the Independent Church.

The movement spread rapidly. In a short time 1,500,000

had declared their alleglance to the new Church. This
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movement hag lived to the present. In a way, this
Church has helped the Protestant Movement>by breaking
the intolerant opposition of the Roman Cathollc Church.12
b. Protestant Christianity.
1. The coming of Missionaries.

In July, 1898, two months after the vietory of Ad-
miral Dewey, representatives of several migsion boards
met in New York to discuss plans for a united and ef-
fective occupation in the Islands. They agreed that
any Board which wag ready to send misslionaries should
be free to do sgo. Bighop James M. Thoburn, a ploneer
of Methodlsm in India, who for years had been ﬁaiting
for just this opportunity, hastened to Manila and
opened the Protestant work. Hig was the first ser-
mon preached by an ordained Protesgtant misgsionary in
the Philippine Islands. The service was held under
great difficulties in an old ﬁheatre building. Per-
mission to hold service had to be secured from the
comnanding offlcer of the city.13

A month later, on April 21, 1899, Dr. and Mrs.
James B, Rodgers of the Presbyterian Board, arrived.
Dr. Rodgers was the first regularly appointed mission-

ary to reach the Iglands. Thenfollowed the other

75 .
¢f. Ryan, A.L., Religious Educatlon in the Phlilippines,
13 P.24 following

¢f. Stuntz, H.C., The Phillppines in the Far East,p.240
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miecionaries of other Roards. The Eaptists came in

May, 1900; the Episcopsliansg in 1901; United Brethren

in April, 1901; Disciples in August, 1901; and the

Congregational in 1902.14
2. Unlocking the Bible.

It would not be safe to gay that the Bible was
entirely a cloged book during the Spanlsh regime, but
the fact 1s that 211 attempts to introduce it into the
country and make it popular were thwarted by frisrdom.
The clergy forbade the laymen to own one, There were
times when the possession of a2 Bible resulted in per-
gecution. But such a thing did not continue long.

With the victory of réligious freedom, and the change
of govereignty, darkness had to give way to light.

Despite the great opposition there were brave souls
who did secure coples of the Bible. The Foreign Bible
Socletlies succeeded in distributing thousands of Bibles.
Since 1898 the work of populaéizing the Bible hasg con-
tinued, Beeldes the distribution of this once forbidden
Book, there wag the translation of it into the vernacu-
lar. Both migsionaries and Filipinog aided in trans-
lation work, and busied themselves with the big task of

placing the Bible within the reach of the masses. It

1462, Ryan, A.L., Op. cit., pp. 48-49
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was not long after that the Blble was tranalated and
published in Ilocano, Tagalog, Bicol, Pangasinan, Pam-
pango, and other important Fllipino eiialeets.l5

- “long with the task of translation and publication
thereAwas the problem of circulation. Filipino Bible
gellers did a great task in this connection. "They
have prepared the way for the preaching and teaching of
the Word,"16

3. Lines of Emphasis in Misslion Work,
a. Medical
Just as the ministry of heallng was Qpart‘of the

work of the Lord Jesus, the Misslon bellieved that that
gshould also be a part of their ministry. In the mis-
sionary enterprises, the medical work is regarded as,
in itself, an expression of the Master, In such a
spirit the different mission hospitals and dispensariles
were established. It is the Christiam spirit of gervice
which prevalls in these missiﬁn hospitals that has lifted
the standards of sanlitation in the home and community.
They are not willing to be merely Healﬁh Centers; they
want to reach the familles and homes, if health 1s to be
better, and if ideals of finer living are to be established.
They endeavor to accomplish this by conducting meetings

wherein the necesslity of right living is stressed.

15 ~
Cf., Oslag and Lorenzana, Evangellical Christianity

in the Philipvines, p.81 following

166r. Ryan, Au.L. 0p; cit., p. 60
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b. EBducational

Along the line of education the missions-have
established schools - High Schools, Colleges, Bible
Training Schools, and Seminaries - to meet the educa-
tional neede of the people, In these schools Bible
18 taught and a spléndid religlous atmosphere pre#ails,
This phase of the misslonary work will be dealt with
more extensively in a later chapter.

¢, Evangellcal

Along the line of Evangeligem, the missions are
trying to accomplish thelr aim by means of several agen=
cles. The first that might be mentloned is through
Christian dormitories. The different denominations
working in the Philippines have established dormitories
in student centers especiglly in the city of Hanlla,
‘hese dormitories not only proévide 1iving accomodations
ét a low cost but also a home;like atmosphere and
Christian influence. They always endeavor to have a
Dean of these dormitories whose life can bevan example
of those who llive thereln. These dormitories have
proven to be frultful centers for evangelism and reli-
glous education,

The next agency to be mentioned is revivals.
Through revival meetings in churches, schools, and dor-

have.
mitories thousands have been converted and, Joined the
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Protestant Churches.

The last of these agencles and the one which
today might be considered the most effective and lasting
1s educational evangelism or, to be more speeifie, relle
glous education. While medical and educational tasgks
are significant in the missionary work, religious edu-
cation may be considered as the leading factor in the
Misgsionary entérprise; Dr. A. L. Ryan, General Secretary
of the Philippine Council of Religious Education said:

"Most of the missionaries who have come to the
field during the past decade have had the
opportunity of special courses in religious
education in thelr college and Seminary train-
ing. This have gliven them a viewpoint and
attitude which augur well for constructive
work in the future. Today, while evangelism
has not been lesgsened, religious education has
been given a larger and more deserved place in
reenforcing evangellistic endeavor. Indeed
evangellsm through teaching is gradually coming
to the front, For religious education, when
properly understood as to its scope, cannot be
anything ei$e but evangelistic in tone and
emphasis,”

4, Contributions of Protestant Christianity.
In an article of Hon. Camilo Oslas, Resgident

Commissioner of the Philippines to the Unlted States

Congress, published in the Religlous Telescopq!he discuss-

ed the outstanding contributions of Protestant Chrigt-

lanity to the Phillppines. He said:

" The Evangelical Chrigtian Movement in the

17Ryan, A.L., Religlious Education in the Philippines, p.66
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Philippines has rendered great services to my
people and to the cause of religion. Evangeliecal
Christilanity has rendered service of lasting
value:

1. By tranglating and popularizing the Bible,

2. By insistence on freedom of thought in
religious mattere.

3. By provoking the old established church to
competitive efforts in more direct social
service,

4, By fostering revolt against superstitious
beliefs and Tossllized religlous dogmas.

5« By upholding high 1dealism and deep spirituality.

6. By winning souls to Christ and rendering
gocial gervice of various types."18

Aglde from those mentlioned above might be included

the medical, educational,and moral contributions which
are undertaken upon the inspiration of the Christian
movement. Added to these 1s the sirengthening of family
ties and elevating and sanctifying the Filipino home. .
Divorces are practically unknown in the country. The
position of the Filipino woman 1is high because of the
Christian influence, ¥any more contributions might be
mentioned but this to close with will suffice as a last
thought. Protestant Christianity has been instrumental
in winning Filipino souls to Christ. Lives have been
changed - eriminals have become saints through the power
of Christ as presented by the churches. Individual
and soclal standards have been elevated. A new gense

of value has been kept alive in the hearts, minds, and

l8Th.e Religious Yelescope, Oct.5,1919, "The contributions

of Evangelical Christianity" by Camilo Osias
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consgclences of men.,
D. Summery.

This chapter has attempted to present in brief the
cultural and spiritual background of the Filipino youth
both under the Spanish and Amerlcan administration,

The followlng are the points that have been noted during
the iime of Spanish authority:

1. All through the Spanish rule there was a long
tale of eruel wars and uprieing and the most persistent
troublé-raisers were the Filipinos themselves, who repeat-
edly revcltéd because of the alleged injustices committed
updn them, The dominant motive of Spain seemed %o be
greed gnd gain, and there was not much progress in the
country during her rule.

2. The country had relations with other countries
long before Spaln dlscovered the Philipplnes. The
péople had their own culture and civilization.  they
had their system of writing and codes of laws.

3. The educatlional system in the Islandg during
Spain's administration began from the top and worked
downward, Higher education was first established then
the lower or elementary education was established later,

4, With the coming of Spanish domination in the
Iglands there also came the introduction of the Roman

Catholic religion. This spread very rapldly and &n a
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short period nearly half of the pupulation became mem-
bers of the churech,.

5. 8Bpain laid the foundation for Christianity in
the Philippines, thus setting up the only Christian
country in the Orient.

6. The religious leaders exerted influence upon alli
thlippimg life. The priest was both spiritual and'
political guide. |

7. The religious leaders 1eft a detrimental influence
upon the people. Their abuse resulted in oppression.
Religion became 80 much a matter of form that it had
little influence upon the dally living of the people.

The friars themselvesg were corrupt. Even vice flourished
under the shadow of the church.

Under the American Regilme we have these points to
make:

1. When the Americans went to the Islands they found
the Fillpinos advocating reforms.

2., As poon as American authority held sway reforms
were made. The first to be mentioned 1is the reform 1n
the government, a civil form - loecal, provinecial, and
ingular - was establlshed.

3. As to educational progress, schools were es-
tablished in barrios, villages and provinces. A De-
partment of Public Instruetion was created to take

charge of the educational system of the Islands.



4, As to religlous progress we note firsgt, the
Aglipayanism which was a reactionary movement against
the tyranny of Spain. It was headed up by a Filipino
and up to this time this Independent Filipino Chureh
ig flourishing and has a good number of followers.

Then next we notice Protestant Christianity. We note:
(1) that the missionary work began as early as 1898 and
that seven Mission Boards have opened their fields in
the Islands, the Methodist being the pioneer; (2) that
with the coming of the mlssionaries there came also the
unlocking of the Bible which was once a forbidden book
in the Islands; (3) that the missionary work emphasized
the medical, educational and evangelical aspects, through
the establishment of hosplitale and dispensaries, through
the establishment of schools, and through the establsih-
ment of dormitorles, the holding of revival meetings, and
the organization of religious education work; (4) that
Protestant Christianity made several contributions, such
as the winning of souls to Christ, the elevating of in-
dividual and soclal gtandards, and the keeping allve in

the Filipino heart of a new sense of life value.
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CHAPTER IV.
GENERAL BACKGROUND: SOCIALj; ECONOMICi AND EDUCATIONAL
A. INTRODUCTION, | |

An account of the conditions now prévailing in the
Philippines would be incomplete without some reference
to the social, economic¢, and educational conditions.
These may have some beéring on the need of the young
people, hence thelr consideration in this chapter, The
‘gocial conditlon is viewed under four heads: soclal 1life
of the people, moral problems, recreation, and position
of women. The economlc condition is viewed under two
" heads: industrial situation and economic proplems. The
educational situation is to be discussed under the fol=-
lowing heads: language of instruction, organization of
public-school system, academic versus social éducation,
moral education, and religious education in public-schools,

B. SOCIAL CONDITIONS:

1. Social conditions,

Filipinos are soclable. This is evidenced by
thelr very mode of living. It is rare that o Filipino
farm house is8 seen at a distance from other houses.

The people living in towns and barios, go out to the
Tilelds together for their work during the day.
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They are also famlly loving people, Family tieé
are strong and binding. The family 1s the basle soclal
unit. The social organizations consist largely of ine
habitants who are home and land-owners. According to
the official census of 1918, out of the 1,955,276 farms,
Filipinos owned 1,946,579; Americans, 2678; Europeans,
950; Aglatics, 1612; and other nationalities, 3457.1

These facts should help in the determination of the
kind of religlous education program which the religlous
leaders try to bulld for the young people of the Islands,
Since the people are mogtly rural in thelr way of Iiving
a program of religious education should be more rural
than cosmopolitan, S8ince they also are family loving
people, the leader should endeavor to reach the youth
through the home and should also include a program for
the religious education in the home.

2. Moral problenms,

Anyone who is concerned with the soclal and moral
reforms of the country faces some blg moral problems.
These may be called the perlls of>the nation as they
tend to break down the high ethical standard of the peo=-
ple. Among those that’might be mentioned and which
affeet the lives of the young people of the land are

lcf.,Osias and Lorenzana, Evangelical Christianity

“in the Philippines, p.1l3 followlng. (Taken
from Philippine Census)



(1) the saloon, (2) the cockpit, (3) the prize-fight,
(4) the dance hall, and (5) prostitution.
a. The salocn or liguor problem.

The saloon is generally regarded as the first evil
to be combated because of 1ts fast growth. There 1g
no prohiblition in the Iglands so that there is no law
that prevents the establishment of more saloons. An
investigation of the number of establishments making
liquor shows that they increased thirty times their
original size during a perlod of fifteen years. In 1903
there were 287 such places. In 1918 there were 8,315,
A consgideration of the number of places licenged to sell
shows an increase of more than three hundred per cent in
eight years. In 1930 there were 25;869 licenses issued;
in 1918 there were 86,941 licenses issued. Congidering
the total amount of dlstilled liquor produced in the
Iglande, leaving the importations out of account, it is
found that in 1906, 6,461,949 litres of dlstilled liquor
was produced; in 1910, 10,584,124 11tres;’and in 19018,
15,931,402 litres. ' From whatever view this is consie-
dered, whether it be the total consumption of liquors,
or the value of this prbduct, it shows a vast increase
in amount,

The above figures are indeed alarming. Although

> , -
¢f., Laubach, Frank C., People of the Phillppines,
PP.398-399
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there is no figure as to the number of young people
afffected by thie great vice, it is true that the number
of young men who are drinking has been pronounced deplor-
able. HMen and women who are interested in the ethleal,
gpiritual, and educational development of the Filipino
people should wage a vlgorous warfare against the drink
evil,

b. The coekpit.

It was noted in an earlier chapter that cock-fight-
ing 1s a heritage of Bpanish times. While it i1s no
longer popular and hardly known in the citles 1t is still
an evil to a gaod many places in the Philippines. The
days of the cockplt are numbered. It being a vice, the
law permits it only on Sundays and holidays. This kind
of vice is indulged in by the o0ld men of the community.
The young men hardly indulge in this. In fact, the
younger generation 1ls ashamed of the cockpit and deter-
mined to abolish 1it. ’ |

Why is this an evll, one may ask. The effects of
this kind of vice make it an evil. The cockpit robs
men of their money, and thus tempts them to steal.
Laziness, poverty, and neglect of families are other
results of it. As Dr. Lsubach, a missionary in the
Philippines, sald: '

"The Sabbath is desecrated; religion is flouted;
men's hearts grow hard from making merry over
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suffering; brutality, family quarrels, and misery
are unfalling attendants of cockplt. It is the
enemy of education and by education it will be
destroyed." 3

C. ?rizé fight,

The prize fight i1s an evil which is faced in Manila
more than elsewhere, 1t has become a formidable rival
of cockpit, Both of tﬁese games appeal to the same
appetite, the lust for gambling, An evil accompaniment
of prize fighting, Jjust as it 1s in cock-fighting is
betting on their favorite fighter, which in itself is

gambling.
d. Dance halls,

Agglistant Attorney-General Zaragosa writeg in the

census of 1918:

"The dance halls have been the main cause of the
cruin of many girls., My experience has convinced
me that many of these girls enter the dance halls
when they are still innocent and pure. Most of
these unfortunate young women become professional
dancers wither through want of pecuniary resources
or as a result of quarreling with theilr parents.
Afterward, elther by the evil company of women of
the underworld, or through constant assoclation
with guests of such places, they fall into the
hands of men who decelve them with alluring pro-
mises., The first fall marks thelr downward career,.
How many of our young men, whom Rizal has called
the 'fair hope of the Fatherland' lured by the
bright lights of those places, have been checked

in the midst of thelr career! What hcgea, have
been blighted, what fortunes wrecked."

This is an evil which affects many of the lives
of the young people of the country. Because of this

3Laubach, F.C., Ibid., p. 403
hPhilippine Census, Vol., II, 1918, p.1087
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an organized campalgn against such evil places should

be launched, %anila is infested with sugh places of
low order. It is alarming to note that seventy per
eentg of those who frequent the dance halls are gtudents.

e. Prosgtitution,

Cldaely related to the problem of dance halle is
that of prosgtitution. Prior to the year 1917 Manila
had a segregated districet (called Gardenia) for pros-
titution,. Prostitution was then legalized in lanila,
Although thig segregated disgtrict 1s now closed forever
it does not agsure the absence of progtitution in the |
Isglands. There are homes wherein this evll 1sg practiged
seeretly.. Although such homes are frequently ralded,
they manage to carry on their business privately.

This evil 1s today loocked upon as & symptom of &
deeper seated diseasge. The cure for it ig along religious,
moral, intellectual, and economic lines. There should
be a campalgn Tor betler sex education.

3. Recreation.

Ag to recrestion, the old form of amusement in thé
Philipoines are giving way to modern sports like baseball,
baakét-ball, football, golf, tennis, and various other
kindes of athletics. Social clubs are growing in number

egpecially in Manila, Receptionsg, banquets, excersions,

5 ¢f., Laubachm F.C., Op. cit., p. 406
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and balls are common formes of entertainment.among the
people. The einematograph and other kind of theatri-
cal entertainments aregincreaaing in popularity. The
talking pictures are now inereasing throughout the
Islands, |

- This does not, by any means, indicate that the
reereational'life of the young people is adegquately
taken care of, Lack of worthy recreatlional facllities
for the young people has paéticular significance in
view of the preceding dlscussion, It wasg noted in an
earlier chapter that the young people love sports. It
is belleved that organlized play and recreational faecili-
ties will help irradicate some of the evils that were
noted in the preceding discussion. In the Philippines
there 1s a strong organization of the Y.M.C.A, and Y.,W.
C.A., High Y, Bdy Scoutg, Camp Fire 8irls, and Girl
Scouts, all of which are contributinga great deal in
providing recreation for the joung people. Thelr actle
vities include hiking, camping, and organized teams for
basket-ball, indoor baseball and other games., While
it is true that these organizatlons are providing re-
creation for the young people their influence is quite
limited. This is because of the lack of leaders.
Here is a challenge to the churches to train leaders
capable of organizing such activitles'for the young peo=-

ple,
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4, Position of women,

Closely related to the problem of morals is that
relating to the posgitlion of women. James A LeRoy in
*Philippine Life in Town and Country" expressed his
Giew of the Filipino woman in these words:

"...The position of woman in the Philippines is

not that typlcal of the Orient, If we may not
say that the Philippines are not at all Oriental
in this respect, at any rate 1t is perfectly

safe to say that 1n no other part of the Orient
have women relatively so much freedom or do they
play 8o large a part in the control of the family
or in a social and even industrial affairs."6

The Filipino women play a great role in all phases
of life. They occupy an enviable position not only in
the home but also in sgoclety, where they are treated with
respect and courtesy. They also occupy a unique and
dignified position in the community. The Fllipino wo-
men are being taught to be good teachers, women of socle-
ty, and resourceful wives. Not content with their talents
in these lines of activitles, they go further and devote
their time and intellect to higher dutied,—studying phar-
macy, medicine, law, and other professions,

Dr, Laubach, in speaking of the Filipino woman

says:
"Men are often heard to admit that the women
are their superlors - partly out of gallantry,
to be sure, but mainly from convietion. It
is universally conceded that the majority of
6

Osias & Lorenzana, Evangelical Christianity in the
Philippines, pp. 1l4-15
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of women have a more acute business sense than
thelr husgbands. Hare is the Filipino who will
cloge a business deal without first consulting
hig wife, and in the most important transactions
he brings the wife along. <The husgband ususlly
turne over hls earnings to hisg wife for s=afe
keeping; and the lady of the house always carries
the keys. A man'e wealth may be guessed by the
number of keys hanging from the wife's girdle,
Woman 1g absolutely indegpensable as a steady~-
ing factor in the 1life of the nation. tShe is

the balance wheel of gocliety not in business only,
but even in character, in religion, and in the
home, 1his sounds like & trulsm, for it applies
to many countrles, but 1t is more true of the
Ehilippines than almogt any other country of the
world."7

C. ECONOMIC CONDITIONS.

1. Industrial situstion.,

The Philipgineg lg preeminently an agricultural
country. Farming is the industry that eng&ges the
most of the people. The average Fillpino farm ig very
gmall, According to the census of 1918, there were
only 2,000,000 farms registered, averaging one-fourth

8 Many Filipino farm-

of a hectar (2,47 acres) each.
ers are tenants, leasging the land from the owners, and
paying the owner a sghare of the crop at harvest time. |
The prinecipal crops‘raised are rice, tobacco, corn,
coconut, and sugar cane, Modern machlinery is uged where
1argelproduction prevails, but with the small tenant

the methods of work are simple and crude, 'The rice

in planted and harvested by hand. Other important

TLaubach, ¥#. C., The People of the Philippines, p.290
8Gf., Commercial Handbook, p. 165
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occupations are fishing, lumbering, mining, and manu=
facturing.

It 18 interesting to note that the masses of the
people are Tarmers and employees, and that comparstively
few of them posmess any grealt amount of properiy.
Christlan workersg work largely among these common folks.
They are poor and juet ae Dr, Ryan said:

"It will be some time before we can hope for any
large finsneial support from the people them-~
selves in a national program of religliousg
education.”9

2. Economic problems.

Those concerned in the social welfare of the
country are facing problems in connection with the
factorieg that explolt child 1abor.v While factories
are not ag yet numerous, it ig true that some of them
are committing‘this crime, Child lzbor 1is= particulariy
notorious in the tobacco factories. Thege factories
commit the crime of underpaying and overworking the
women and children, and of falling to provide for the
gafety and health of their employees.

Problems connected with Tactorles are hardly
known outslde of ¥Manlla. There 1s, however, a problenm

faced In the provinces, that of injustice toward the

agricultural laborers, The ancient feudal gysten,

9 Ryan, A.L., Religious Education in the Philippines, p.l1l7
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known as casiquien, still exists in modified form among
the ignorant people in the provinces. Where laborers
are too lgnorant to check up thelr own accounts, the
owner keeps all the book and gets rich, while the laborer
gets only a bare subsistence. This is a problem which
religious workers must face. Agitation can not remedy
the situation. Education seem to be the only cure,
Here 1s where the religious educators may contribute
their share 1n educating and giving religious training

to the children of those who toll.

Another problem which might be mentioned here 1is
that relating to corruption in politics. Cne of the
sad weaknesses of the Fillipinos 1s the fact that they
are veryiimitative. One of the bad Ameriecan practices
which has had too many imitators is that of selling
votes, Fortunately, as Dr. Laubach has sald, the young
generation of Filipinos is imitating the good American
custom of treating these corruptérs of the ballot to
pitilesgs exposure. The young people are fighting hard
against these corruptions. Miss Lanzar, who received
the first Master of Arts degree ever given by the Uni-
versity of the Philippines, wrote her thesis on "Corrupt
and Illegal Practices in Philippine Elections.” In this
thesis she made a p&tileés exposure of all the worst
election frauds which have come to light. Then she
ended her dlscusslion with this fine 1dealism, which is
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so typical of the best thought of the younger generatton:

"We mugt prove to the world that we can establish
-in thesge islands real democratic institutions
where rights and privileges of our people, rich
and poor, shall remaln sacred and inviolable,

We must convince them that We are endeavoring

to make this country safe not only for the pre-
sent generation but for all posterity. Free,
pure, and clean elections will be an incontro-
vertible proof of our capacity for a independent
exlstence. We need a real 1llegal and corrupt
practices act to further check corrugtion and

to protect the rights of the people, 10

D. EDUCATIONAL CONDITIONS.

"One of the most Pemarkable chapters in the history
of educatlion has been written since the opening of
the twentlieth century in the Philippine Islands.
The gtudent will scan the pages of history long
before he will read of an adventure in human en-
lightenment more bold than that which has heen
undertaken in this Oriental setting. Attribute
it to the naive falth é6f America  in her own
ingtitutions and ideals, or to the wisdom of a
far-reaching statsmanship, the result remains the
same. For twenty-flve years these lslands have
served ag a laboratory for an educational experi-
ment of enormous magnitude and complexity."1ll

Thege are the words of Dr., Paul Monroe, of Columbila
University, who headed the Educational Survey Commission
in 1925. To him and to others in the Commisslion the
achievement during the twenty-five years since 190l are
no less than remark&ble. This sdvancement has been
due to the energy and the direction of American leader-

ship on one hand, and to the unrivalled eagerness of the

10Laubach, F.C., The People of the Philippines, p.412

(Quoted from thesgis, Lanzar, Maria, "Corrupt and
Illegal Practices In the Philippine Elections.)
lt1ionroe, Paul, Educational Survey Report, p.ll
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Filipino people for education, their quickness and faci-
11ty in learning, and thelr ambition for both individual
and group advancement on the‘other.lz |

1. Language of Ingtruction,

One of the first problems which the Edueational
system had to face was that of language. It was noted
before that there are numerous dialects in the Isglands
and to adopt any one of them seemed out of the question,
A common language seemed to be the only remedy. By a
common language is meant &4-language for common inter-
course, a medium of communication between all the edu-
cated dlalect groups.

To meet the situation English was adopted. While
it has not SOlved all the problems involved in the
language situation in the Philippines, it is evident
that through it an effort has been made to give a common
language to more than ten million people. It hasg provi-
ded a language for common intercouree in business, pro-
fessiqnal, intellectual, politicael, and cultural affairs, .

2. Organization.

The public education in the Phillippines is free,
pecuiar, and co-educational. The principal aim is the
spread of literacy on the basis of a common language.

Public schools are distributed throughout the Islands.

2
1 ¢f., Monroe, Paul, Ibid., p. 13
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The teaching force of the Bureau of Fducation is made
up chiefly of Filipinos. The Assistant Director of
Education is a'Filipiﬁo, the Director being an American.
Beslides the public schools there are also private schools
all of which are patterned after the public system.

a. Primary Education.

A discussion of the organization of the public edu-
catlion in the Islands would center in the elementary
school for the fact that an overwhelming force of the
children 1s concentrated there, More than ninty~five per -
cent of all the chlldren enrolled in the schoole in 1923
were in the first seven grades, Much more striking is
the faet that eighty-two per cent of these are in the first
four grades. - It might be interesting to mote in this
connection that there is no compulsory education in the
Philippines. In spite of the expansion of the school
gystem duﬁing the recent years, there are a great number
of chlildren who are not atteﬁding a gchool of any kind.
Lese than a third of the children 6f ages seven to ten,
usually regarded as a primary-school age, are in school,
More than fifty perecent of the children of ages eleven
to thirteen are in school. This would naturally result
in a few children of primary age being in school, and
many intermediate-school age children being in the pri-
mary grades. Many who ought to be in the high school

are in the intermediate grades.13

13 ¢f,.,, Monroe, Paul, Ibid., 1.45

&
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One of the most seriousg causes of this lrregularity
of age 18 the extraordinary amount of failure. Taken
as a whole, over a perlod of yearsg, more than half of
the puplile have been marked 'faillure' and have been
compelled 1o repeat the work'of various grades, Twenty
ver cent have repeated Grade I; thirty per cent, Grade
II; forty-seven per cent, Grade III, The corregponding
percentage for Grades IV, V, VI, and VII are fifty,

14
fifty-one, fifty, and fifty.

LAg to the causes of the failure Dr, Paul lonroe
writes:

"One of the fundamental causes of fallure of

pupils lieg in the lack of azadaptation of the
curriculum to the needs and abilities of indi-
vidual pupils. The chief problem of the elemen-
tary schocol is to organize a course of instruc-
tion which is adapted to the living conditions

of the Filipinos and which is graded and arranged
to it the stages of growih of Filipino children
typical of the respective school grades.”"15

The elementary school system consists of a primary
division of four yearsg with the work co-educationsl,
except that the industrial work for boys is different
from that of the girls., As to the number of sublects
and their content, the curriculum as & whole is composed
of the subjects ususlly found in the average American

elementary-school curriculum with an additional amount

of industirial work.

i‘é‘Cf., lMonroe, Paul, Ibid., p.46
Monroe, Paul, Ibid., p.47
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b. Secondary Education,

As was noted in an earlier chapter the educational
institution brought to the Philippline Islands by the re-
presentatives of the western civilization were schools
of secondary grade. These were the schools feundedAby
the Spanlards. Although they flourlshed during the
Spanish time, educational opportunities of this type were
not widely extended thenm. It hasg been only since America
established the first high school in 1902 that such schools

have become accepted,

"The egtablishment of the public high school in
the Philipvines has received the enthuslastic
support of the population. From the very first
the people have chown great interest in the
institution; parents have made extraordinary
sacrifices to send thelr children to it; and
pupils have been eager to attend. So great has
been the interest in secondary education that
almost within the span of a score of years 86
schools have been egtablished and the reglstra-
tion has grown to approximately 50,000. Every
province hag itg regular high school offering
an academic curriculum and many have wocational
schools of secondary grade. Moreover, because
of 1lnadequate facllities, thousands of boys and

girls are turned away from these schools every
year; and 1f permlission were granted, many muni-
cipalities would establish their own publie
high school,” 17

The present system of secondary education consists
of 86 high schools. Pifty-five of these are regular
and thirty-one are voecational. Although vocatlonal

work of some kind 1s often offered in this regular high

17Monroe, Paul, Ibid., p.314
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gchool, its curriculum ls predominantly academic. In
those schools there are offered eight courseg of curri-
cula: general, domestlic science, normal, commercial,
trade, farming, surveying, and nautical. With the
exception of the first, each of these gilves a rough
degeription of the materials and instruction included.
This general course 1s composed altogether of the aca-
demic subjJects, carrles on the 0ld tradition of secondary
education, and prepares for college and the professiong?
¢. University Education,

Higher education in the Philippines is under the
contprol of one publicly supported inétitution, the Univer-
gity of the Philippines, and several other institutions
uhiéh are elther administered by'religious or private
organizations. The University of the Philippinesg comprisges
the following colleges and schools:College of Liberal Arte,
Junior Colleges of the Unlversity of Cebu and of Vigan,
College of Education, Gollege>of Agriculture, College of
Veterdnary Science, College of Law, College of Engineering,
College of Medicine, School of Pharmacy, School of Dentis-
try, School of Nursing, School of Fine Arts, and the
Congervatory of Muslc.,

This institution is at the top of the system of
public education of the Islands, It ie the goal of

thousandg of ambitlious young men and women who are pur-

18
¢f., Monroe, Paul, Ibid,, p. 315
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suing thelr studies in the high schools. Of all the
institutions In the Islands the University of the Philip-
pines 18 held in highest asteem. The growth has been
amazingly rapid. In the year 1924 to 1925 there were
enrolled in its various colleges 3,500 students ahd ing-
truction was given to 2,500 more in dependent ' divisions,
such as the University High School, the Conservatory of
Mugic, and the School of Fine Arte, Building upon the
College of Liberal Arts, the University has erected pro-
fesslonal schoels 1in all the liberal brofessions except
theology, and in some of the newer vocations which have
found 2 place in the University organization. With
the rapid growth of this institution, 1t has been impos-
sible to provide space adequate to house the rapidly
increasging numbers. The result hag been that there is
over-crowding in classes. It ig 4ifficult to provide
efficient instruetion under such conditions and also to
give adequate guidance to the students in their scholas-
tlc and personal affairs.19

3. Academic versus Social Education.

In the final reckoning of the results of the educa-
tional system in the Philippineé there comeg one problenm.
It is thé problem growing out of the need for a practical
education that will fit for effective socisl living as

190f., Monroe, Paul, Ibid., p. 104 following
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o#er against the tendency to foilow the traditional
academic line. This problem 1s clearly stated in a
report of a Filipino division superintendent submitted
amorig those called fTor from a2ll diviglon superintendents
and it seeme best to quote the entire pasgsage. He mays:

"It can not be denied that the progress of the
Philippine gchools during the paet twenty years

g unparalleled in the higtory of the Orient. In
the old days, when there was need for employing
all available materialsg In order to extend educa-
tion in the remotest center of the Fhilippines,
the country felt that the opening of schools would
be instrumental in the gpiritual, mental, and
economic development of the masses., 10 2 ceritain
extent the schools have so succeeded in developing
love and interest in educatlion that there ig hardly
a place in the Philipprines where the opening of
schools is not welcome 1o the people, Conditions,
however, have g0 changed that education itgelfl
becomeg a problem, and who knows but a2 menace to
our progresgs and civilization.

Year by year thousands graduate from the elemen-
tary and secondary schoolsg., The majority of these
graduates are anxious 0 Dbe employed either as clerks
or ag teachers. In gpite of their itraining in in-
dustrial work they have no love for work or for
agriculture, It ig the tendency of these graduates
to seek employment in the offices. If this present
tendency of public-school pupils 1s not curtailed,
time will come when the greatest evil of our pre-

gend educational gystem will be the production and
creation of sgoclal parasites, It seems as if it
ig now time that a definite policy be adopted or
be embodied in ocur present educational aim, in
order to remedy the evlil to which our present gra-
duateg are inclined to follow. In this connection,
it may not be out of place that vocational gchools
and indugtrisl centers be egtablisghed in different
provineces,"20

The writer holds this sgame view, The vregent sgehool

sysatem ig largely of an academic character and is

O:LOHTOE, ?o * Ibid_- s p'55
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developing a far larger class of academically trained
men and women. It is felt that if thig case is contin-
Yued, the result will be grest social and political
discontent as well as economic loss,

4, Moral education,

Ability to direct and control conduct is considere@
to be the purpose of all education. A school system
hag not achleved real soclal results until 1t hag affected
concretely the sctivities of 211 the population in economic,
commercial, politiecal, socilal, =2nd above all moral active
ities. Honesty, faithfulnessg, uprighiness, truthfulness,
rersistence, and other virtueg are regarded to be the
nighest and most fundamental achievement of education,

In the study of the educetionzl gystem of the
Philippines the fact that some of the imporiant moral
and character-puilding aspects of education have Dbeen
neglected is revealed, Thé modern public-gchool system
hag given the people a2 higher appreciation of the dignity
of labor. But, asg was pointed out, the academic train-
ing hag popularized the professions at the expensge of
industry, and thig situation raisges a2 sgerloug problem
that relateg to the sgtability of sgoclety.

It has been noted by the members of the Educatlonel
Survey Commisslon that one of the greatest deflciencles

of the sgchoolroomsg lies in a2 low gtandard of honesgty and
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truthfulness. Thisg ig evidenced, they contend, byldis-
honesgty in examinations &nd in presentation of school
materials. The result ieg not the game in 211 regions
or in the Philippines as a whole, but standards are
lamentably low in many regions, Homework copled, bor-
rowed, or stolen has no real value, The hablt of cheat-
ing in school werk robs the pupll who practiceg it of a1l
real education. Yet some pupils do not realize this.
The Commission believes that the school itself
through certain of its practices hasg added complexity to
the problen. The fact that there 1ls so much copying
reqguired as school work, contributes towards developing
an undesirable attitude. Much of the industrial work
depends Tor its value upon falthful copying of models,
Kuch of the written work 1g of the game character.
Much of the sgcience notebook work in the high schools
is direct copying.gg ’
In the development of industry as a moral tralt,
the industrial work in the schools and how 1t ls carried
on play an important part. But it 1s only when the work
is performed in response to motivesg which are attractive
rather than digtasteful in character that these.traiﬁs

are developed.

220p . Ibid., pp. 94=95
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Another moral problem of the schools must be men-
tloned here. That 1s the problem with reference to the
moral relationg of the sexes. In some communities the
problem presents a serious menace to the welfare of
goclety and raises & gquestion coneerning the entire pro-
cedure of modern education, Ho definite iﬁvestigaticn
of this conditlion wae ever made by the Commission, but
at the same tlime there were brought to thelr attention
conditions which make gome sgpecial attention to this
problem desgirable,. The guestion arises whether the
present system of co-educatlo ig productive of ths best
resultes, Some believe that such abnormalities as do
occur are due to the gituation outside the schools.

They hold that the soclal agsocistions make for normal
and soclally desirable mingling of the séxes. They
belleve that a normal, gocial condition in which the
woman ig free and guarded, not by chaperon, but by a
high socizl standard can thus'be developed,

5. Religious Education.

Closely related to the subjlect of moral education
ig that of religious education., This phase of educatlon
is not definitely included in the curriculum of the
public schools, However, the Department of Public
Instruction permits religious training in private insgti-
tutions. | More th&g that, provigion is made for religious

instruction by priests and minigters in accordance wlth
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the following regulations:

"It shall be lawful, however, for the priest or
minister of any church egtablished in the town
where a publlic school isg gituasted, either in
person or by a desgignated tescher of religion,
to teach religion foér one-half hour three times
a week, in the school bullding, to those public-
school pupils whosge parentsg or guardiesnsg desire
it and expresgs their desire therefor in writing
filed with the principal teacher of the school,
to be Torwarded to the divisgion superintendent,
who shall fix the hours znd roome for such teach-
ing. But no public-school teacher shall elther
conduct religlous exercilses or teach religion
or act 28 2 deslignated religiousg teacher in the
gchool building under the foregoing suthority and
no pupilg shall be reguired by any public~gchool
teacher Lo attend and recelve the religlous
ingtruction herein permitted., £Should the opportu-
nity thus given to teach religion be used by the
priegt, minister or religlilous teacher for the
purpose of arousging disloysliy to the United
States, or of dilscouraging the attendance of .
pupll order, or of interfering with the discipline
of the school, the division supserintendent, sub-
Ject to the invesgtligation 2nd hearing, forbld
such offending priegt, minigter, »r religlous
teacher from entering the public-school bullding
hereafter,”23

The sbove discusgsion of religlous edueation in the
public schools of the ?hilippines showg how great the
possibility 1is for service in this field. It ehould
ve the desire of 211 religlous workers to avail them-
gselves of this great possibllity.

E.SUMMARY,

On the gocial and ecomomlc backgrounds of the Fili-

pino youth these concluslions are to be noted, Socially

1t was noted (1) that the Fillipinos are sociable and

238ervice Manual of the Bureau of Tducation, 1917, p.223
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that they are a family loving people; (2) that social
workers face some great problems among which are the
liquor problem, the cockpit problem, the prize fighting,
the dance halls and the prostitution problem; (3) that
organized play and recreational facilities will help
‘remedy or solve these problems; (4) that the Filipino
woman occuples an enviable position in the society, in
the community and in the home.

Economically it is noted that the country is pre-
eminently an agricultural country. Farming, fishing,
mining, and lumbering are the important industries of
the people. Three economic problems which are faced
today are alsavnoted. First is the problem of child
-~ labor and overworking of women; second, 1s the problem
of casiquism in the provinces; and third, is the problem
relating to corruption in pblitics.

Edueationally, these conclusionsg are to be noted:

l. To meet the unique préblem due to the language
situatlion of the Islands the English language was adopted
ags the language of 1nstruction in the schools,

2. Ag to the organization of education it is found
that an overwhﬁlming percentage of the children are
concentrated in the elementary grades, It is also noted
that the secondary schools are wldely accepted in the
Iglands. ‘The University of the Philippines 1is at the
top of the system of %e public education in the Islands,
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BEducation in this Institution has been go amazingly
rapid in growth that congesgtion resgults in unfavorable
conditions. |

3. It is found that the present school system‘
ig putting an over-emphagls on professional and
academic education at the expense of industrisl and
practical‘educaticn.

4, It is also noted that the important moral
and character-bullding aspects of education have heen
neglected in the schools. _

5., Lastly, 1t 18 noted that religious education
18 not included in the publiec-gchool curriculum but
that the Department of Publie Instruction permits
religious instruction in schools 2t the request of the

parents or guardianes of the_pupils.
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CHAPTER V.

4, INTRODUCTION,

After congidering the background of the Filipino
youth it 1g necesgsary to consider iﬁ some detalil thelr
needs. This will enable us to place the youth at the
very center of the Religioug Education program, It will
alsgo enable us to bulld their program g0 =28 to meet those
needg in a better way than they are now being met,.

To undersgtand the needs of adolescence, both from
the psychological point of view and from the point of
view of the existing conditions, it will be necessary
to consider briefly the psychology of adolescence.

B. A GFNERAL SURVEY OF ADOLTSCENCE.

Youth ig 2 time of glorious aswakenlng. It 1g the
vernal season of life, It iz a flexible term but it
refers mogt of all to the years of adolegcence, lying
between twelve and twenty—four.l thsiéally, it extends
from puberty to full physical maturity. Mentally, it
usually covers the yeare of Junlor and senlor high school
and college 1ife.2 It is 2 period full of perplexitles

aﬁd questionings. It ig & time of storm and stress,

écf., Rudisill, E.S., The Intimate Problems of Youth,p.l3
¢f., Tracy, F., The Psychology of Adolescence, p.IX



73

but despite all of this, it is a time most delightful
for those passing through it, and most interesgting and
atitractive to those obsgerving it.3 Cf this perlod
Traéy s&ys:
"That the period extenﬁiﬁg from puberty to
maturlity is one of uncommon vigor, vitality,
and growth, marked by gresat intellectusl and
emotional expanslon, by a deepening and widen-
ing of the interest, and by a pronounced a
accession of volitionsl energy, is clear even
to the casual obgerver, and still more go to
the scientific observer."4
When a young person enters into adolescence there
comeg to him an accelerated physical growth, This is
the more noticeable since the years preceedling are cha-
racterized by relatively slow physical growth, From:-
eleven to fourteen years of age the girl is shead of the
boy in the rate of gfowth. The rate of growth falls
off. Girls, ag a rule, have nearly.gttaineﬁ their full
gize by the elghteenth and nineteenth year, but boys con-
tinue to grow for two or three years longer. Ag this
time great internal changes are 1in operatlon. The
gtructural and functicnal development of the brain pro-
ceeds rapidly; the heart and arteries increase in size;
the lungs and larynx increage in gize, capacity, and
power, especigally in boys; the nerves become conneeted

into s sgystem in 2 more complicated way; the muscles

increase not only in gize and weight, but alsoc in solldity

3%?., Rudisgill, HE.8., Op. cit., p. 17

40?., Iracy, F., Op. cit., p. 206
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and power; the skeleton makes a great advance not only

in the length and size of the bones, but also in their

Tlrmness and strength; and the organs of reproduction,

and the secondary sex charascteristics enter z new stage
of aevelopment.s

Adolescence marks the completion of giructural

growth of the brain. Experience has stimulated the
resgoning powers. The asdolescent awakens 1o 2 reali-
zation of himgelf and of what 1ife means. Jugt as Dr.
Rudiglill says:

"This is the time when the most perplexing problems
have to be faced, ¥Without a well-developed rea-
soning power there would be wholesome wreckage
of youbthful 1life. The capacity for volition has
arrived at its maximum. It ministers to the main-
tenance of ideals and the cultivation of character,
But the emotional and effective life also reaches
ites bhighest point in adolesgeence., Thig creates a
problem which demands the action of intellect and
will for its solution."6

This ig also 2 period of moods, when youth is easily

elated and easlly depressed. " There comeg & degire for
more‘mature relationship with the adult world. There
also comeg the desire to receive approval from the oppe-
gite sex which prompts 2 concern for personal appesarsnce.
Ag a consequence many adolegcents suffer from the torture
of gelf-consclougness. Very devoted friendships spring

up at this time and there comes a delight in the company

> ¢f., Traecy, F., Ibid., Chapter 3
6Rudisill, &.S., The Intimate Problems of Youth, pp.20-21
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of opposite sgex,

sdolescence 1s a time when religion makes 2 defi-
nite personal appeal. The sdolescent now experiences
within himself a deeper realization of the meaznling and
content of religion, and sees it more clearly as his
own, He algo tries to think through, to investigste,
to doubt, znd 1o arrive 2t eonclusions for himself,
It ig at thig time, when youth 1g re-evaluating hls
entire world, that gquestions would naturally arise about
some of hils religious beliefs. According to Brooks:

"Under favorable conditions, religion occupies

a very important plazce in the 1ife of the maturing
boy or girl, 1t gatigfies his groping for a
fundamental, syntheglized understanding of the
whole realm of experience, It gives him a

gsenge of values, 2 sense of personzsl relationships
and obligations, It faclilitates the formation

of high ideals of unselfish service., It gives

him help in attaining that gelf-control and
gelf~-discipline which characterize sgtrong per=-
gsonality. It reenforces his moral character,

It aide him in resgolving many conflicts of
impulges and desgires, and thisg s2gsigte him in
attaining sound mental health. Pralse, prayer,
and other elements of worghip may enrich and
deepen hig 1ife, and add much to itsgs wholesome-
negs and happinesgs. Religion in realliiy involves
a unifying force for all that 1s highest and.

best in the youth's nature,"7

Thig shows that there 1s & very great opportunity
for the religious teacher to work with the youth. It
ig a2t thig time that he is most needed as & gulde, 2

friend, a2 coungelor, and an example tc the growing boy

TBrooks, F.D., Psychology of Adolescence, pp.341-342
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or girl..
C. THE PSYCHOLOGICAL NEEDS QOF THE YOUNG PEOPLE,

1. Physical needs. _

In the light of the physical characteristies of
adolescence as revealed in the previous study, the
physlcal needs are now to be consldered, Because of
the growth of the body there is a great need for whole-
some activity, plenty of sleep, and nourlshing food.

The activity, however, should not be too taxing on the
rapidly developing organs and system, It should be

g0 balanced as to give exercise for the whole body, and
not alone for one or two parts. There 1s a need of an
understanding of the body, its dis-proportioﬁéte growth,
and the gexuzl changes which occur.8

At this time there 18 also a need for sublimation
and control of sex consclousness, It is the time for
wige guidance in matters of gex and for the building up
of a high idealism in along sﬁch lines. Middle adoles-
cence should bulld up habits of skill while later adoles-
cence needs to establish regular hablits of exercise
which will earry over into later life.

2. Soelal needs.

Thle is g period when the change from an ego= centric

to a hetero-centric individual occurs.? The youth now

8Cf., Rudigiil, E.8., Op. cit., pp.120-121
9¢f., Hollingworth, L.S., The Psychology of Adolescence,
ppo 6"10
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becomes interested in the world of soeciety and in the
world of friendshlp; therefore he should be made to
understand the meaning of friendship and ltes values so .
that he will have wise counsel in his selection of
friends,

Becauge of the growing interest in group or shared
activitles the leader ghould provide bpportunities for
ﬁembership in clubs.or other organized groups. This
will give them opportunity to work and play together thus
developing thelr group loyalty, while gt the mame time
keeping thelr own individuality =2nd power of independent
thought. The youth needs activitles which will develop
hig persgonality through unselfish acts and soclal conduct.
He needs to develop through his social relationships
the valuesg of gelf-relisance, self-confidence, and
leadership. His activities should develop ideals within
the group and interest in ather gelves,

It is at this time that there 1g & great need for
sympathy and understanding, opportunity for developing
worth while loyalties and ideals, control through
guidance rather than through authority, social responsil-
ity, soclal contamcts and parental interest. The adoleg~-
cent should be glven opportunities to express his ildeals
of service through his activitles and to build up his

own standard of social values.
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3. Intellectual needs.

Intéllectually, the youth should be encouraged to
inquife, Investigate, criticlze, gift, and to make
discoveries for himself, in the realm of truth.lo To
do this he needs tralning in finding factg, in selecting
and accepting the best ones, and in collecting and
welghing evidenceg. He should be given wholesome books
to read while at the same time he must be protected from
an ungulded reading craze. He ghould be given an oppor-
tunity to chooge wholesgome intellectual hobbles for in-
creaging his appreciation of art and for increasing his
literary interest. He needs an increased abllity to
think in terms of concrete and practical facte, and a
cultivation of appreclation of the aesthetic slde of life,.
Too strenous mental activity should be avoided.

The youth at this time 1s a day dreamer so that he
needs worthy materlials upon which to base his dreams.

He should be encouraged to make uge of the best litera=~
ture,— blography, history, and fiction offer good matee
rial, He should be gulded toward a day-dreaming that
carriee over into living.

There 1s a great need of having leadere with clear

conviction who are ready to answer the perplexing prob-

1°cf., Tracy, F., The Psychology of Adolescence, p.209
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blems and doubts that come to the adolescent boy or
girl. There should be sympathy on the leader's and
on the adult's part in decisions the youth makes.

4. Emotional needs.

The emotional 1life of youth is at its highest
point during middle and later adolescence, so that they
need as wide a range of self-expression as possible.

In the first place, they need knowledge of their emo-

tional nature and a constructive knowledge of emotional
values. Knowing this, they should be provided with

as many channels of expression as possible. They

should have understanding of self, and also understanding
and sympathy from theilr leaders, They should be encourgged
to have someone in whom to confide,

There is need for guarding adolescence against
seeking merely thrills, A variety of new experiences
and interesgting wholesome activities should be provided
so that thie craving for 'thrills' is diverted into safe
channels., Sublimation of sexual desir;; ig needed.

The bullding up of active attitude toward difficulties,
the ability to attend to the present and not to worry
about the future, purposive membership of groups, build-
ing up of a happy enviromment in which evil does not
belong, cultivation of a sense of humor, and an abundance

of objectlive interests will help to maintain a balanced

emotional life, They need a normal balance of feeling
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and doing. Active outdoor exercise and guided recrea-
tional amusements will help meet these needs.
| 5. Volitional and moral needs,

In any religious education program activities
which embody ideals should be included. The leader
should work towards the building up of right attitude
and Christian conduct. ¥orally, there is z need of
building broad perspective. The youth should be made
to realize the fact that good works toward sgelf-pregerw
vation., There %8s a need of provision for definite
responsiblilities of leadership. Worthy examples should
be get before youth. A wholesome environment with
facilities for leisure time activities should be provided.

- 6. Religlous needs.

The consgideration of the religlous need of the
young people on the part of the religgous worker 1s a
vital matter. As a whole, the adolescents need whole-
gome Christian environments, a correct idea of 8od, wise
guldance and counsel in their problemg, personal contact
and direction with people of vital faith, personal expe-
rience with God, and an understanding of soclal service
in relation to Christianity. They should be shown
that religion is vital to the whole of life.

During early adolescence Christ should be presented

ag the Ideal and the youth should have opportunity to
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accept Him asg hie ideal of 2ll that is good and worth
striving for besides as Seviour. The adolescent needs
training in worship. Prayer should be real and vital.
He sghould be trained in group praying. Religion should
be given to him in terms of practiéal reality and should
be expressed in conduet and service,

In the vast majority of cases conversion occurs
amdng persgons in the adolegcent period of life, and the
larger proportion of these belong to the middle adolescent
periad.ll Therefore, the leader has a great respongibility
to make Jesus real to this group. The youth needs at
this time knowledge of the actual teachingé of the Bilble,
"To love God supremely 1is youth's greatest religious

nl2

need, The church should provide a worshipful stmos-

phere during its services and the youth should be given

chance to shafe in the worship hour.  The youth also

v

needs at this time the challenge of decision. Speak-
ing of this particular need of the youth Moxcey says:

"Youth has to find some center of personalization,
and for this God alone 1s adequate, It 18 as
natural for boys and girls to fasten their emo=-
tional lives to some persgonality whose strength
and sweetnegs and achlevement they admire as it
is for ivy to put forth tendrils, The religion
of these years 1s one of loyalty, and it is
absolutely egsential that this loyalty be fixed
to an object it cannot outgrow, There 1s one
object to which these tendrilg of admiration

il ‘ '
Cf., Tracy, F., The Psychology of Adolescence, pp.l199

120f.,'Moore, ¥.A,, Senlor Method in the Church School,
p. 100
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can be affixed which will never fail nor be
diseonnected in supporting the weakest life,
and which the most exuxberant life cannot out-
grow; and that is God himself."13

D. NEEDS OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF THE PHILIPPINES

AS RELATED TO THE ENVIRONMENT,

Human nature 1s the same the world over. There-
fore, the psychological needs thus far considered are
applicable to all youths of the world, However, there
are certain factorg in the background of the Bilipino
youth which would focus thevneeds of these young people
in a particular way. It is the purpose of the latter
part of this chaptér to consider the needs of the Fillil-
vino youths as particularized by the existing conditlions
of the country, and as related to a Filipino program of
religious education.

1. Needs related to location.

It was found in the discussion of the geographical
background &f the Filipino youth that the country has
a strategic location in relation to other countries,
which shows that a funectionlng program of'religious
education will have an influence beyond the bounds of
the Iglands. A well~-organized and a nation.wide pro-
gram of religlious educatlion must‘be developed and put into
operation so that the influence of the Phlllpplines may

becone richer and fuller.

13Moxcey, M.E., Peychology of Mlddle Adolescence, p.l73
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2. Needs related to climate,

The activities of the young people must necessarily
take into conslderation the climatic conditliona of a
tropleal country like the Philippines. The program
must be well-balanced and regulated, maklng provision
for both the dry and the rainy seasong., Precautions
against over-fatigue and exhaustion musgt be taken, eg-
peclally during the excesgsively hot months. The person
charged with the preparation of a religlousg education
program should try to develop by appropriate activities
such habits and attitudes as are often znd easglly defeated
by the unfavorable climatic conditions. “For eXample,
the right attitude toward labor ghould be developed among
the young preople who, by the effect of climate and other
cauges, are prone to diglike work.

Appropriate ingtruetion in regard to puﬁertal
development should be provided earlier, since puberty
comeg earlier to the young peﬁple in the tropics.

3. Needg related to racial conditions.

Due to the varied dialects, zsg was noted in an
earlier chapter, one who tries to bulld up a program
of religious education faces a vital problem. There
comeg a2 need of one language to be adopted in the
religious ingtruction in churches, The public schools
have adopted the Znglish language and it seems best

for all the churcheg to do the game.
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It was also noted, in connection with the racial
conditions of the young people, that they have good as
well as bad characteristics, There ig a need for the
religious worker to conserve and to capitalize the good
in the Philippine 1ife: the hospitality, the courtesy,
the dignity, the self-respect, the consuming desire for
education and others. The leader should appreciate
these qualitles and should glve the youth the chance to
express them in their activities,

On the other hand, the leader should improve the
weaknesses observed. A need is called forth for an
emphasis on cooperation and the ideal of service. A
practical application of idealism should be provided,
There should be a new interpretation of the dignity of
labor andva true perspective of the value of time,

4, Needes as related to soclal conditions.
Religions leaders should take advantage of the
gsoclal conditions of the peopie. It has been noted that
they are soclable and that they love to live in groups
rather'th&n in isolation. Channels for the expression

of this trait should be provided, Group activities
should be more emphasized than individual ones. It has
also been found that the Filipinos are a family loving
people. Therefore, the leader should endeavor to win
the youth through the family. The program of religious

education should 1nclude activities for religious educae
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tion in the home.

Under the discussion of the social conditions in
‘the Phillppines, the moral problems which the religious
and soclal leaders of the country are facing today were
considered, A consideration of such problems bring to
~light various needs which bear directly on the religious
education of adolescence. A realization of the sénctity
of the body ghould be implanted. There\is a need of
wide-gpread instruction as to the nature of alcbhol and
itg deadly effecte upon the human system. The young
people ghould be made to realize more than anything else
that thelr bodies are the temples of God, énd therefore
should not be defiled. To do this, Chrilst sghould be
placed at the center,~that Christ who came to give life
and to give 1t more abundantly. The problem of dancing
of a low or vulgar kind and prostitution also present a
vital need. A sane education in matters of sex and the
" development of a moral idealism is needed. The young
peoplé need perspective and a proper sense of values and
should be helped to build definite and high standardson
which to base their owm living,

Lack of recreational facilities was also consldered
under the discussion of the social background. More
provisions should be made for recreation for the young

people. Organlized teams, hlking, retreats, picnies,
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excursions, ahd clubs should be encouraged. The re-
creation shbuld gstimulate the physical and mental, as
well as spiritual, activitiep of the young people. A
varlety of activities 1s needed in order to accomplish
this, Games wherein all the young people eould partic
§ipate should be provided. Activities which would de-
velop thelr literary, dramatic and artigtic abllities
should be sought.

5. Needs related to economic camditions.

It was noted that the country is preeminently agrie
cultural, and that fishing and farming are among the
important industries. This might guide the leader in
bullding up the activities for religious education. The
program needs to be rural in its nature. The recreational
activities might include fishing since that 1s one of the
chiefl 1ndus£ries of the people, The people are largely
poor and therefore 1t isg hard to expect much financial
support from them in arnational program of religious
education. It is therefore necessary that there be a
wholehearted cooperation on the part of both the leader
and the young people in order to make the best of the
poor facilities that they can afford.

Some problems relating to the economic conditions
of the country were noted. There is a need for inter-

pretation of the dignity of labor and at the same time
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for presentation of the dangers of child labor. High
standards of meérality not only in relation to the home
or to the opposite sexes, but also in relation to eco=-
nomic actlivity should be developed.

6. Needs related to education.

It has been noted that the public-school system has
emphasized the academlc side of education more than any-
thing else and as a result the industrial end practical
e@ucation has been neglected. It 18 thérefére, the
opportunity of the religlous leader to supply the need
of a practical instruction. The educational method
should center upon the pupll rather than upon the maberials
used.

In relation to the educationél system of the Islandse
some moral problems arisge, These problems indicate the
need of the dévelopment of character and personality as
an aim in rellgious educatlion. More wholesome activities
wherein both the boys and giris could particlpate should
be provided, The type of educatlon should be adopted
tp the needs of the individusals.

It wag noted further, that there is8 no definite
work done in regard to religious education in the public
schools. The Department of Public Instruction, however,
permits religious instruction by priests and ministers
or religious workers in accordance with certain regula-

tions as given on page 57. Therefore, a definite week=
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day program of religious education should be provided
in the publie schools.

7. Needs related to religion.

From a conslderation of the religious background
of the Filipino youth it wiil te seen that they have
great religious needs. In the first place, the Bible
must be presented to them as the One Book. This can be
done by establishing dally habits of Bible reading.
Religion must be attached to daily living. There &s
need of establighing a courageous Christian faith in the
young people so that they will be able to withstand the
persecution which ig apt to come to them.(The young peo=
ple who are won from a Roman Catholic family to the
Evangelical Chrigtian Church are usually dlisowned by
their parents or persecuted in some other way.,) High
ideals of Christian living must be presented to them.,
Jesus must be presented ag the Living Christ, and as the
One who triumphed over sin and death, The habit of
glving must be developed. A program of soclal sgervice
in all the churches must be encouraged.
E. SUMMARYw

In this chapter the needs of the young people of the
Philippines have been considered, In the first place,
the psychologiecal needs were taken up. These were
based upon readings in books written on the Psychology:

of Adolescence by such men aE:=Tracy, Brooks, Rudisill,
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and others, These needs thus consldered would be
common to all young people everywhere, In the second
place, the environmental needs produced by the exleting
conditiong in the Philipplnes were considered. A1l
these neede are to be considered In the bullding up

of an effective program of religious education for

the youths of the Philippines.
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CHAPTER VI
THE PRESENT CHURCH PROGRAM FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
WITH SUGGESTIONS FOR ITS IMPROVEMENT.,
A, INTRODUCTIOQON,

In making gsuggestions for improving the present
church program of religious education for the young people
of the Phillppines, it wlll be necessary to present this
program, The work of agenciles of religious education
other than the church will a2lso be briefly described to
determine thelir sphere of activity. This chapter,
therefore, will include the following: first, & presen-
tation of the church program of religlious education
now enforced in the Islands; second, a presentation of
the work of other agencies of religious education; third,
an analysis of the church program to discover wherein
and to what extent the needs of the young people are
not being met.in the present program; and fourth, a
presentation of suggestions of suggestions for the
improving of the present church program based upon the
needg of the young people asg revesled in the previous
studies.

B. THE PRESENT CHURCH PROGRAM OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION.

In order to get a comprehensive view of the church

program as a whole, 1t 18 necessary to make an analysie
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of each activity separately. In presenting the program
of a church in the Philippines, the writer wishes to
state that the Unlted Church in Manila is taken as a
bagls for the discuesion. The getivities comprising
the present program are: Sunday School, Church Service,
Young People's meetings, Mid-week prayer meeting, and
setivities of organizations such as Boy Scouts, Camp
Fire Girls, and the Migslonary Asgsociation.

1. Sunday School.

A Sunday School is held in the morning preceeding
the Church Service, This 18 for both the young people
and adults together. An opening exercigeé which generally
conglsts of singlng, rrayer, responsive reading or memory
verses, announcements, and reading of the legson, 1s led
by a Superintendent, who ls elected by the members of
the Church. After thls, the members go to their res-
pective clagses which last about thirty minutes, After
the classes the re-assemble for the cloging exercilse,
This exerclsge consists of a brief feview of the legson,
report of the secretary, cloesing song, and & closing
prayer.

The classes are assigned according to their attain-
ment in public school, That 18; the high school stu-
dents stay in one class, the college students in another,
the professionals in still another, and s0 on. If a

class is too big for one teacher to handle they usually

divide and have the zirls in one class and the boys in
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another,

As to the material used at present, the Uniform
Lessong are predominant 1in most of the Sunday Schools
of the Islands, These are a year older than those used
in the States and are the surplus coples sent for free
distribution by friends in America. An examination of
this material shows that it is material-centered more
than pupil-centered. There is 1little attempt to meet
the varying need due to changlng age, developing ability,
and growlng interests. Another criticism which has a
particular begring upon the Fillipinos 1s the fact that
these lessons reflect Amerleasn atmosphere; customs, and
culture.

The teachers are all volunteer workers. Some of
them have had experience as teachers either in public
schools or in mission schools, others are missionaries,
and some are inexperilenced, In al1ll Sunday 8chools the
work calls for teachers with skill, vision, and consecra-
tion. But the teachers do not always have these quali-
fications due to lack of training.

An observer of a Sunday School in the Phillippines
can readily notice the lack of a real worship service
in the program. The exercises are merely 'opening
and closing exercises' and do not produce any real spirlt
of worship. | The teachers do not meet during the week

or even for a few minutes before the school opens to talk
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over or discuss the lesson and have a season of prayer,
A meeting of this kind would be very helpful to all the
teachers.

2, Charch gervice.

The Church sgervice follows the Sunday School. The
program follows an order of service similar to that of
any church in America, The sermon 1s usually within the
comprehencion of the young peopie and the minister tries
as much as he ean to fit his message to meet the needs
and to answer the baffling questions of the young people.
The following are examples of the sermon topics of the
minister of the Unlted Ghureh:33

1. The falth of the United Evangellical Church.

2. The source of authority in matters of faith

and practices
3. Attitude toward the differing religious
opinions and the formation of a vital
Chrisgtian convietion.

4, Its program and Message.

5. The challenge of the United Evangelilcal
Church as a Filipino Religious Movement,

6. Shall the forces of division win?

These sermons were delivered at the United Church
during the time when the union of the Evangelical churches
of the Phillppines wag belng organized. Thege sermons
show how the minister trles to answer questlions of the
day as much as possible,

The young people share in the service by providing

1Sobrepena, E.C., A New Emphasis in Religion,p.l
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speclal muslc and also by taking charge of the whole
gervice hour at such occasions ag lopther's day, Christ-
mas, and other special seasons,

Generally the Church services are much more care-
fully planned than the Sunday School services. There
1s usually good correlation throughout of the song,
special music, prayer, and the sermon.

3. Young People's meetings.

Each Sunday evening there 1s a meeting which is
wholly for the young people. Thie is the Christian
Endeavor meeting, and it ig conducted by the young people
themselves. In these meetings, a leader is usually ap-
pointed to lead and take charge of the whole evening
program, Thie is an informal religious service in which
the young people themselves participate. The program,
which lasts an hour or more, consists of singing, prayer,
leader's talk, épécial song, if any, and a discussion
open to all, The following are the topics for discussion
- from January to March, 1932:

Jan.3-- My Hew Year
Jan,l10- Agencies to help my church.
Jan.17- What can I do for my church.
Jan.24- How can my church increase its

service to this community?
Jan.31- My church and its world wlide connections.
Feb, T~ What Jesus means to me.
Feb.l4- What kind of God does Jesus reveal to me?
Feb.21~ What does the death of Jesus mean to me?
Feb.28- What does Jesus promise me?

Mar, 6- My companiong, do they harm me?
Mar.13- My best helpersg in examinations.
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Mar.20- Opportunities for Christian service

in April and May.

Mar,27- Easter and the Christian hope.

On some occaslons the Christian Endeavor does not
discuss topics like these but has debates on some toplcs
that pertain to national aspirations or to topics relat-
ing Philippine Independence.

Other activitkes of this organization are picnics,
excurslons, soclals and literary programs.

4, Young Women's missionary society.

This 1s an organization wholly for the women of the
church. The young women have an organization by them-
sélves and the old women also have their own. The
membershlip of such organizations is not very large but
it gives the young girls the feeling that they share in
the big tasgk of bringing the message of Jegus to thoge
who have not as yet heard 1it. It gives them & sense
of responsibility and a chance to express this responsi-
bility in service. This organization bs similar in
purpose and nature tQ the missionary organizations of
the churches in Ameriecs,

5. Boy Scouts and Camp Fire Girls.

Not all the churches of the Philippines have Boy
Scout and Camp Fire Girl organizations.  The few that
have find that they are 6f great help in promoting the
aim of the church. They not only are of helps in carry-

ing out its program, for members of these organizations
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ugually act as usherg, flower committees and others, but
they are algo of help in itranslating the moral snd relig-
loug teschings of the church school into the actual 1life

and experlence of the young boyve and girls, Thig can

clearly De seen by noting the Lawg of these orgesnizations,
The Scout Law is "T0 be trustworthy, loyal, helpful,
friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifity,
brave,clean, and reverent,” The Camp Fire's Law is
"To seek beauty, zive gervice, pursue knowledge, be trust-
worthy, hold on to health, zlorify work, znd be happy."
S8ince thege organizationsg asre 2 great help in trans-
lating the religious teachings of the Qhﬁ%eh gchool into
actual 1life, 211l the churches of the Philipplines should
be encouraged to organlize 2t leasgt one of each, and have
them closgely affilliated to the church.

. Wid-week Praver meeting,

Oy

Thig 1sg not egpecially an activity for the young
people of the church. They are, however, free to atlend
ag they wish, Thig is a mesting during a week-day evee

or the purpose of gathering for a brief gsason of

Ini
e
]
‘)
]

prayer., This meeting 1g led by elther the minlister or
somebody appolnted by the minister. Thig affords an
opportunity for exXpression and an opportunity to learn
Lo prav. It 2lso ineculestes into the mindg of those

who attend the velue of prayer, S8ince praver should be

made real and vital to the voung people, meetings of this kind
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ghould not be done away with and attendance at them

should be encouraged.

C. OTHER AGENCIES OF RELIGIQUE EDUCATION,

In order to determine to what extent the needs of
the young people of the Philippines are being met as a
whole, it ig necesgsary tp congider also the work of |
agenciles of religious education at work in the Islands,
aside from the church, These agenciesg also contribute
toward religliousg education in the Islands. Among these
might be mentioned the MYigsion schools, Dormitories, The
Young Men's Chrigtian Associati on and the Young Women's
Christian Assoclation, and Religious papers. Thege
agencleg will be taken up separately and their work dealt
with in brief,

1. ¥issgion Schools,

The mogt potent institutions for the promotion of
religious education, aside from the home and the church,
are the Migsion Schools, which include the mission high
schools, colleges, Seminaries, and Bible Traininglﬁchools.
In all these schools the Bible is taught and a Tine relig-
ioug aitmosphere prevalils., Daily chapel servicesg are
held in which a religious messgage is given. To provide
a school with a religious atmosphere and give a definite
religious impact 1g the motivating purpoge of all these
gchoolg. Kot all the students of thege schoolg are

members of the Evangelical Church go that a big fleld
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is open for the teacher, and those concerned with the
administratlion, to bring the megsage Lo such students,
and thus bring them to the family of Chrigt. in these
schools religion ig taught in a systematic way with the
end'in view of developing to the Tullest exitent the
gpiritual and wmorsl 1life of the students, These gchools,
especially the Unlon Seminary and Silliman Institute, are
producing a great number ¢f the religious leadersg of the
country. tmong the Miggion Schooleg in the FPhillppines
which esre doling fine work along this line might be men-
tloned the Unlion Schoolg in Manila, the S£411iman Institute
in Dumaguete, and the Central Philippine College in Iloilo.
2. Youth Movement, N
One of the sgignificant movements of gresl promise

in the Islands is the Youth Movement organized in 1926,
This ie & movement of the youth, by the youth, and for
the youth of the land. This movement lg largely motl-
vated by an intense idealism én& & deep spirituslity,
itg outetanding feature being its Christian spirit, A
mention of the Decalogue of thig movement would explaln
what kind of organizaﬁion it is and 1its nature. The
| "Decalogue of the Protestant Youth" runs as follows:
1., We accept Jesus Christ as the Son of the Living

God and as our pereonal Baviour.
2. We bellieve in the Chrigtian interpretation of

nationallism and in a free and goverelgn Filipino

State under the leadership of Jesus Christ,
3, dWe believe Chrisgt is c2lling to youth to lead
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- in the bullding of His Kingdom and will Jjoy-
fully accept any task to which He calls us,

4, We believe the Holy Bible to be the inspired
Word of God and an authority for all Christians
in matters of faith and life.

5. We believe the Christian Church to be God's
chosen instrument for the foundation of His
Kingdom on earth., We shall therefore endeavor
to establish a self-supporting, self-propagating,
Filipino-led, evangelical church.

6. We believe in the Chiistian ideal of the family.
We wlll oppose everything that weakens the
Pilipino honme.

T. We believe that every individual has a God~-
given right to complete freedom of mind and
gpirit to seek God and His truth.

8. We belleve in the Christian interpretation of
internationalism. All men of all nations and
racesg are equal In the sight of God.

9. We belleve that youth can be reached through
youth., Therefore, we shall undertake to win
the youth of the Phillppines to Jesus Christ.

10, We will wage an aggressive struggle agalinst all
vice, ignorance, and social wrong. 5

The foregoing reveals the idealism and spirituality
of the Christian youth of the land. It also portrays
their dreams, thelr hopes, thelr objectives, and their
goal. The members of thls movement are strong and ear-
nest soldiers of Jesus ready to carry their share in the
up-bullding of a Christian nation., The constructive
program of this movement is embodied in 1ts Decalogue.

Every year the Protestant Youth Movement of the
Philippines holde conferences. Usually théseconferences
are held in Manila and etudents from all over the country
attend 1t. At these conferencesg problems of great im-
portanee, and which pertain to youth, are discussed and

studied. Although this movement 18 not directly under
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the control of the churches it 1s backed up and encouraged
by all the FProtestant churches of the Iglands.

3., Chrigtian Dormitories.

The Christian dormitories are also conglidered as
agencles of religliousg education. In almost all of
these dormitoriesg regular morning devotions are held and
attendance of the residents 1s required, Christian
atmogphere prevails. Church attendance 1g encouraged
in every way.

4, Yeacher or Leadersghip training.

Reallizing the great need of tralned church leaders
and Sunday School teachers a Teacher Tralining course wag
gtarted in the Fhilipoplines. It wag first started in the
Methodist fleld in 1916, It was on & one-year basis,
following a plan then in vogue in the states. The course
gave a geﬁe?al gurvey of the Bible, child psychology,
principles of teaching, and organization and adminigtra-
tion. It soon became necegsgary to extend the course not
only to the Methodigt Tleld but also to other denominations,
This was done under the auspices of the Phlilippine Islands
Sunday School Unlon.

The leadersghip training 1s carried on Iin church
classes, by corregpondence, and in speclal ingtitutes.
the result of such work 1ls worth noting. Since the work
began, under the Sunday School Union in 1922, more than

one thousand seven hundred young peorle in various parts
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of the Islands have enrolled, One thousand four hun-
dred certiflicates have been awarded with geals covering
gixty thousand units of credit. One hundred and fourteen
have been graduated from the three year's course.

The result 1s not considered in terms of numbers
only but wherever trained workerg are found the Sunday
School teaching has been taking on a higher guality.

The 014 mechanical routine of memoriter work 1s beilng
done &way with, In its place is a more vital cQntact
with life,

5. Y. M.C.A, and Y.¥W.C.A,

The gpecific a2im of thesge organizations 1g to develop
the spiritual, social, and physical 1life of the students,
Both organizatlionsg undertake to conduct clasgses for the
teaching of the Bible and religion. Their work has
cloSely followed the extension and expanslon of educa-
tional work, In Manila the Y.M.C.A., hag established
high schoolse, all of which are of the nature of the
migslion schools, Bible ig taught and daily devotional
serviceg are held, In addition to their usual activities
they also conduct annual conferences which selected
repregentatives attend, The purpose of these conferences
is to giﬁe the young people a better outlook upon 1life
and a better ingight into the Bible and an appreciation
of God's plan for individual and social life.

6, Religious papersg and magazlnes.,

The prese 1s another agency that is contributing to
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the cause of religlous education. The Philippine Obaér~
ver, esvecially, is an organ which deals more with the
activities of the younz people. It publishes articles
which pertain to the problems of youth and it alsgo pub-
lishes toplcs and helps for discussion in the young
people's meetings. Even papers that are not religlious
in nature are helping towsrd this end. The Philippines
Herald, for ingtance, 1lg running 2 series of Sunday arii-
cles dealing with the Bible, entitled "Brass Tackse'.

These articles are, no doubt, producing some good results.

D. SUGGESTIONS POR IMPROVING THE PRESENT CHURCH PROGRAM

OF RELIGIQUS FDUCATION FOR THE YOUNG PREOPLE,

After pregenting the church progran of religious
_education Tor the young people Iin the light of thelir needs,
thé guestion arises: How far are these needs belng met by
thé rresent program? = We are now ready to point out the
weaknesgses 1in the present program and to dlscover whereln
changes should be made, Suggestions are now to be made
for improving the present church program of rellgious
educatlion,

1. Sunday School progran,

It was noted in the earlier part of this chapter
that Wiﬁh regpect to the Sunday School program there 18’
really no worship but a mere ‘'opening exercise’. The
first need, therefore, 1s to plen worship services to

precede the lesson. The aim of this worship program
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should be to establish Chrigtian ideals in the hearts
of the students, There can be no better way to realize
this aim than to exercise the mind and the heart in a
gservice of worship, planned to meet the needs of the
young people. The opening exerclse, therefore, should
involve fellowship, businessg, worship, and instruetion.

When students enter the Church school most of them
are full of thelr latest activitles, while others are
enthused over school grades and other things. There
comes & need of having something to bring 2ll to a common
fellowshlp, and of one sc¢cord with God and Jesus Christ.

The hospitality and friendliness of the Filipinos
were noted, This can be encourasged by including in the
opening program a sghort informal fellowship perlod of
gongs, a2t the game time glving opportunity for the greet-
ing of vislitors znd new members,

In all SBunday Schools time is needed for some an=-
néuncements and perhaps a short business meeting. There
ig a great temptation, however, to spend too much time
on such matters,. Of course, provigion should be made
for a brief business period though too much time for
such business must be guarded against.

Devotion 1g the mosgt Important feature of any worship
Progran. . The best place for this is just before the
gtudents go to thelir class roomsg, in order that they

may enter thelr classromms with their minds and hearts
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attuned to God, and His purpose for them. There should
be unity in the whole worsghip program. The songs, the
prayers, the sgeripture, the respongive reading, and the
talk, should all move toward one end and give.ene megsage,

It was also noted in connection with the Sunday
School that the teachers do not have fellowshlp or prayer
together, No leader or group of leaders can be truly
guccegsful without the guldance of the Gilver of 21l know-
ledge. At least, on some week-day evening, or cometime
pefore the Sunday School, there should be & time for
prayer togethsr and a rehearsél of the $unday program.

"o make the program smooth 1t would be besgt for the leader
to prepare a typewritten 'Order of worship' and zive a
copy to each member, If this can not be had the program
gshould be written on a board =nd placed in front where

all can see, This will eliminate much digturbance dur-
ing the worshlp hour,

There should be variety in the worship program for
uniformity is deadening and moactoneus,‘eépecially to
young peoprle, who love freguent changes. The successgion
of parts might remaln the same but the contents should
be changed. The following i1s suggested as an order of
worship:

1. Opening musilc. (This should be played softly

on the piano or other instruments.§

2. 021l to worship (The selectlon of this should

be based upon the theme of the Sunday.)

3. Bilent prayer
4, Hymn
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5. Seripture

6. Offertory and offering (In most churches the
collection 1s taken during the class period
but this should be a part of a service of
worship, and should be treated asg worship.
Therefore, the collection may well be taken
during the worship hour.)

7. Hymn

8. Bible story

9. Special song or prayer 7

10, Processional to clagses ~ Special musié,

One other suggestlon for the Sunday School, which
should not be missed, lg in relation to leéson material,
It was noted that the Uniform lLegsons are being uged.

It was noted further that an examination of this material
showeg that 1t 1s poorly adapted to the needs of the young
people. The International Graded Lessons might well be
used in its place. This seeme best for the students.

It follows the developing stages of youth and therefore
better meets varyling needs. ‘the student is glven lessons
on Christlian living and service and these lessons are
here presented in a way that more adequately meets their
needs,

It was also noted that the Sunday School Union is
conducting leadership training in churches, in institutes,
and through correspondence. A1l the churchesg of the
Philippineg Bhould take advantage of this. Each should
have at least one leadershlp training class since all
the churches are badly in need of trained leaders and
teachers.

2. Church Service,
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It was found that the church service program is
better planned and organized than the Sunday School
program, This does not eliminate any suggestlions for
improé%egt however, In the firegt place, the ninister
should endeavor, in every way, to create and maintain
more of the spirit and attitude of worship in the church
service. In building up a2 program for Sunday the minig-
ter should first decide on the theme of the worship
gegslon, Thisg should be based upon the age of the group,
the avallable talenty; and the possible interests of each,
and upon the incidents that occured during the week, na-
tional or ecclesgiastical occasions, and other cilrcum-
stances. Having chosen a theme, the minlister should
gselect appropria%e muslc, fitting hymns, sultable Scrip-
ture, prayers, and offering and dedication. In the
preparatlon of the Sunday program the leader of the choir
and the minister should confer so that the cholr leader
will be able to prevare a special song that will fit in
with the sermon me8sage. The sermon should be within
the grasp of the members. All these meetings or services
.should have a strong devotlional emphasls and should endeav.
wor to bring the member to & definite experience with
Christ,

3. Young People's meetings.

Looking over the type of topics discussed during

the young people's meetings one is made to believe that
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they tend to digcuss topics similar to those discugsed

in American churches. This should not be so for the
young people themselves have thelr own prbblems and'thay
should not be ignored or neglected. It wag found in

the discussion of the social and economic backgrounds of
the Fllipino youth that gome grave evils must be combated.
The yoﬁng people's meetings should face these evils and .
should discuss what they can do0 to help irradicate them,
The topicg for discusgsion, therefore, should center upon
phases of Philippine 1life and noﬁ American 1life,

Thege meetings should provide expregsion for all the
members, Fach one should be given the chance to express
himgelf in any of the topies discussed. The devotional
emphasgis should be strong and each meeting ghould endea-
vor to bring each member to & personal experlience with
Christ.

4, Week-day meetings.

No other activity is‘meniiomed in connection with
the »resent church program of religiousg education except
the Boy Scout, Camp Mire Girls, and Women's Missionary
work, These ghould be included with the week-day
activities, hence their inclugion in this sectlon.

Ho church ig 2ble to develop a well-rounded Chrigtian
character if the church program 1lsg cenbtered upon Sundgy
activities slone and upon the teachinge of the Blble.

It is true the Bible must be taught but the teaching must
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be carried over to everyday life. Activity is of no
value uhless it is related to practical everydéy expe~
rience, 80 that the thirty minutes or so of Bible study
on Sunday 1s of no value 1f the student 1s neglected in
hig play and in his asgsociation with other people during
the week days. To realize the goal of the church its
activitlies should therefore include week-day schools,
the aim of which should be to develop Christlan character,
to provide opportunity for service, to provide social
contaets and reecreation, and to develop ability for
leadership.
‘ In the discussion of the needs of the young people
1t was noted that they should be given opportunity for
membership in clubs or other organized groups. Here is
where the Boy Scouts and Camp Fire Girls should come in.
These should be capitalized in churches and other groups
of the same kind should be encouraged. Activities of
these clubs and Organizations'should include hikes, pic-
nies, soclal hours, hand work, and other things which
will interest the boye and girls. The aectivities dur-
ing the week should supplement the Sunday Blble clase
in every way.

As to recreatlion, it was noted that there is no
organized form of recreation by the churches. As much
as posslble the churches should have gymnasliumg where the

students could go during thelr lelsure hours and have
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real and wholesome physical exercise, Teams should be
organized under the leadership of captalns. Aetivities
like these will eliminate a lot of the problems of leisure
of the young people, It was noted that the Filipino
young people are good sportsmen and that they love all
kinde of games so that organized activities of this kind
can eaglly be encouraged. 4

Another great need which wag noted was a sane sex
instruction. At present there 1s no sex instruction
given to the young people. This is because some people
believe it is not decent to talk of matters relating to
sex. It 18, however, important that the young people
should receive wholesome instruction along thie line,
80 provision should be made for this. ~This can be done
sometime during the week-day schobl.

The reading craze of the young people was noted.
No church in the Philippines, as far as the writer knows,
has a2 library for the young people. It 18 suggested,
therefore, that libraries should be secured. Books
dealing with blographies of great men, travel, history,
fietion, and poetry should be included in these libraries.

The last activity for the week-day school which
18 to be suggested 1s the vprovision for social service.
There are always sick people who need to be visited,
hospitals and orphanage homeg that need comfort in the

form of songs and storles, some 014 people who would
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love the company of younger oneg and other hundreds of
people who need help in meny different ways. The young
people of the church could make usge of thig opportunity.
They could go out to visit hospitals znd bring flowers
to the gick, =ing songs to them and entertalin them with
newg Trom outgide, They could go to orphanags homes and
give comfort to the fatherlegs and motherless children.
They could go to reformatories and have Bible clasges for
those boye and girlg who so greatly need a gulde. Such
things can be done and appreclated by all young people.

5. General Suggestions,

The succesg of any undertaking depends upon the
leader more than anything elge, A discussion of the
organization of the work of religious education should
not be neglected, therefore, inasmuch asg 1t 1g largely
in the handsg of ithe leaders,

The minister of the church should be the leader In
the Tield. Thig ig why 2ll the minlistere should be
given training in the princlples and methods of religious
education, Under the minister should be a director of
religious sducation, who is to take charge of the educa-
tional work of the church, Under him should be trained
guperintendents of the different ﬁegaftmenté of the
church, The young people's department 1g the concern of
thies thesle so that the disgcussion of grganization is

to center here, Under the director of young people's
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work come the presidents of the different orgsnizations,
To have an effectlve program all these members,~.thé
minister, director of religious education of the church
ag a whole, the director of the young people's\work,

and the presidents of the different organizations, must
have cooperation, 1thege members which compoge the
Young People's council should plan the whole program
together so that there will be unity in all activities.
E. SBUMMARY,

- After a study of the present church program of
religious education for the yoang people of the Phillppines
one concludes that it is not at all adegquate. Sugzegtions
for improving the program were given in this chapter,
the suggested improvements sghould be made gradually and
tactfully 2nd a few at a time. It is only in this way

that 2 lasting and hormonious result can he expected.
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