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RIALISTIC STANDARD OF VALUE
THE TEACHING OF JHEBUS
THZ GOSFEL BY MATTHEW

INTRODUCTION

A. The Problem

1. Statement of the Froblem.

This thesis will be zn inve gatlion of the
Gospel of Ha tthew with gpeclial emphasis upon those portions
containing the orsl teaching of Jesus in regard to values

with the purpose of evalusting the meteriallistic standard

[}

[

of value in the light of Jesus' teachings.
2. The Froblem Delimited.

The treatment of this problem will not e from
the philosophical viewpoint, but rather from the experien-
tal or prectlcael. However, some consideration will De
glven to axlology és is needed for an undefstanding of
values and value judgmenits and thelr importance in daily

fore, materialism as & vhilosophical system

The r

(l)

}..

living.
will not be considered.

An overall study of the Gospel by Metthew will
be made, but only to gain perspective for an accurate

-

study, in thelr contexts, of those portions which are
related to the field of values. These vpassages then will
provide the main body of material from Matthew,.

=YL=



For the most part, the provlem will be viewed
as 1t applies to adults, although in the field o
el

1t must be viewed as applying also to youth, for they are

the major recipisnts of formal educstion.

e very distorted or one~sided view of man and his world."
Life forces all persons to make choices each day, eand each
choice involves rating some things as betier or worse than
others. Thus, a sense of values 1s experlenced by &ll
persons and each must have a scale, or standard, of value.
The cuestion is not whether or not one will heve such a
stendard, but rather what kind of a standard he will have
2

and what the basis will be.

The typs of soclety which exlists in America
adds to the importance of the problem of values 1n relation

to the 1lndividual, since the democratic social framework

distributes the powers of decislon among all the people.

L

In respect to this, Harding wrote,
For this reason 1

t 1s imperative that, in our system,
all individuals deve

op sound powers of cholce and

e

)

l. Harold Titus¢ Living Issues in Philosophy, »D. 294,

2. Ibid., DRP. 293-204.

[0
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reach decisions based on wholesome polints of

and integrated value vatterms.l

Any casual observer can see that

4

that
class strugsgle, and other conflicts in
and education. Conflicts in sctions
that there are more basic conflicts in
and, 1f values are in conflict,

or petween groups, then some scales of

o

Obgession with materisa

1
which would indicete that there is a

=
®

of wvalue being held by some peop

Jesus teaught extensively
and,
teachings are still commanding
1s relevant the vresent- d

of valus in t

either

attention.

aterial

view

there 1s much

is wrong 1in society todey, for examnle, crime, war,

economics, colitics,

and 1in ideas indicate

the realm of values,
between individuals

velue are in errore.

goods 1is also aovparent 1ln soclety,

naterialistic standard

in the field of values,

although He taught nearly two thousand years ago, His

Therefore, it

stic stendard

standerd of value taught by

Jesus. 3Since large portlions of the Gospel by Matthew are
records of the oral teaching of Jesus, much of which is

concerned with the problems of goals and valuses, this Dbook
will be used as the source for Hls teacning,
Ce TFrocedure
in the first chapter of thils thesis the prssent-
day materialistic standard of value will De considered,
@ o -4 s L o
l. Harding, L. J.: "Building Values in & Froblem-Centersd
Ouerculuu. Frogressive AGLcatvon. October, 1948, p. 19.
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and the second chapter will investligate the teachinz o
Jesus concerning values as found in ?@e Gospel by Matthew.
The third chaplter then <111 be an eveluetion of
; n

day materialistic standard in the light of ths valus standard

tausht by Jesus.

N

D. 8ources of Datsa

The vrimary source for this study will

Gospel by Matthew. Books and articles in recent wperiodiceals
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CHAPTER I
THE PRESENT-DAY MATERIALISTIC STANDARD OF VALUE

4, Introduction

In considering the present-day materialistic stand-
ard of value, the first step will be to investigate the
theory of value in general gnd the importance of value stand-~
ards in daily living. From this the subject will be narrowed
as the materialistic standard of value 1s defined.

The value standards of individuals are revealed by
their conduct, and so a survey will be made of conduct in
various areas of present-day society to discover the ways in
which a materialistic value standard is evident. The areas
to be covered are éducation, politics, economics, socilal

problems, and the church.

Be. Definition and Importance of Standards. of Value

l. Definition of Standard of Value.

Axiology is the "study of the general theory of
value, including the origiﬁ, the nature, the classification,
and the place of values in the world." Special fields
within the larger conception of'value'are ethics, the study

1. Titus, op. cit., p. 294,

-0



of values: in human conduct, and aesthetics, the study of
values in the realms of beauty and zart. Only the former
field, ethics, is pertinent to this study.
According to Titus, professor of philosophy at

Denison University,

The term value has been variously defined as. "that which

satisfiles a human need" or a human desire and as ''the

quality of things" which evoke some "appreciative re-

gponse.“ Tpe term expresses. an element of desirability

in an experience or an object.
An object possesses value in much the same way that it pos-
sesses other qualities, such as welght, but the awareness of
its value involves a different psychological response than
does the awareness of its weight, for the process of valua-
tion requires the functioning of emotions. "An object is
sald to possess value when we add to the ordinary qualities
known in cognition other qualities apprehended in apprecia-
tion..“2 Comparison of the types: of Judgement made by per-
sons is a further aid to understanding the meaning of this
elusive term. Factual Jjudgements enumerate certain observ-
able characteristics of a thing, whereas value judgements
appraise the worth of objects. However, this does: not mean
that facts and values are not interdependent, for there is

interaction between facts and values in that the changing of

facts alters evaluations.

1. Ibid., p. 295.
2. Walter S. Gamertsfelder and D. ILumther Evans: Fundamen-

tals: of Philosophy, p. 583.



One. of the main questions of controversy in the

field of values has to do with the relationship of values
to the mind which does: the evaluating. The subjectivist
takes the position that values exist only in the mind of the
person, that is: an object possesses value only because it
is desired by a person. According to the objectivist, values
are recognized and appreciated because tThey are out there in
the worldvto be discovered and are independent of the indiw
vidual. However, neither of these extreme positions is ten-
able. 1In regard to this matter, Titus states,

Value is neither subjective in the sense that it is

merely in the mind nor objective in the sense that it is

entirely in the object. Value is the product of two or

more variables: which are in interaction. There are

gualities or envirommental situations which arouse in

sentieqt organismf the peculiar responses that we call

value judgements..
To deny the objectivism of values is to be in danger of ab-
sorbing either of two attitudes: prevalent today. The one
moves: fromn the subjectivily of value to relativity in morals
and thence to amorality. The other accepts the subjectivity
of value judgement but debunks sentiment in meking value
judgements. C. S. Lewis refers to those who hold this posi-
tion as "™Men without Chests;"z' In defense of the necessity
of sentiﬁent, Lewis writes,

Without the aid of trained emotions the intellect is

* * L] . L -

l. Titus, op. cit., pe. 303.
2. C. S. Lewis: The Abolition of Man, Chapter 1.
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powerless against the animal organisme. . « It may even
be said that it is by this middle element that man is
mans: for by his inte%lect he is mere spirit and by his
appetite mere animal.
The position of Lewls is further substantiated by Gamerts-
felder and Evans, who say that the process of valuation re-
guires more than apprehending objects as they are but also
considering them as they enter into the meanings and conduct
2
of life.
Since values are in part subjective, they are to
a great extent determined by the individual himself. Ac~-
cording to Davies, "Values emerge Ilnvoluntarily from the

assent that engages the whole being of man. They are pre-

determined for us by that to which we say our yea or nay

with our entire self." Yet, in Religious Education Linde-

man writes,

that no matter what the source of values the final test
of thelr validity is, not their genesis but, rather their
ability to get themselves incorporated in our habits and
in our culture. . . Those whic& survive the test of exper-
ience carry their own warrant.

This does not necessarily mean that the values of a society
are revealed by the actions of the individual or the soclety.
It must be remembered that without the living experience

there can be no adequate understanding of values. Words and

. Ibid., p. 16.

Gamertsfelder and Evans, 0D. ¢lte, D. 533,

D. R. Davies: The Sin of Our Age, p. 124,

Bduard C. Lindeman: %"Sources of Value for Modern Man,"
Religious Education, September-October, 1947, p. 290,

o



definitions cannot be substituted for experience, although
definitions do focus. attention on the common elements in the
living experiences: and serve as. aids: in discussing them.l

In making a value Jjudgement, as individual is
showing that he considers one value as being higher than
another, or that he has: a scale or standard of value. This
standard is the individual's ranking of his valueétaccording
to his preference for them'with that which he considers the
highest good or most to be desired at the top. Regardless
of what is The actual situation in life, the following
principles: for formulating a standard gf value are generally

accepted in philosophical discussions:

l. Intrinsic values: are to be preferred to those
which are extrinsic.

2. The values which are productive and relatively
permanent are to be preferred to those which
are less productive and less permanent.

3. As persons we ought to select the values of
life on the basis of self-chosen ends or ideals.

4, Of two values, the greater ought to be selected.
2. Importance of Standards of Value,

In a society where there are right and wrong ways
of doing things, everyone is constantly being called upon
to make decisions which determine his conduct. The mature
person, when confronted with a moral problem, will consider

. L g . Ld ] [

l. Titus, op. cit., p. 295,
2. Ibid., pp. 297-298.



all the various possible lines of action and the relevant
factors and after comparing the values involved, will nake
his choice. "Reflectilve morality," writes Titus, "consists
not only in forming judgements but in setting forth the
reasons for one's moral judgements."l Such reasons are

dependent upon the individual's standard of value, and so

nis moral behavior is determined by his value standard.
C. Definition of a HMaterislistic Standard of Value

Webster's Collegiate Dictionary defines material-~

ism as followss
Any theory which considers the facts of the universe to
be sufficiently explained by the existence and nature of
matter. The ethical doctrine that consideration of nat-
erial well-being, especially of the individual himself,
should rule in the determination of conduct. The ten§
dency to give undue importance to material interests.

Davies states that materialism is comprised of
two elements: "First, it sees the supreme values of life in
terms of material accurmulation and use; and second, confi-

dence in the power Qf collective man to ensure such accu-
mulation."”

From these concepts of materialism, a materialis=
tic standard of values is defined: a standard of wvalue

which holds supreme the material well-being of the individual

1. Ibid., p. 342,
2. Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Fifth Edition.

3. Davies,-op. cit., p. 82.



and the resulting accumulation and use of material goods.

D. Evidences of a Materialistic Standard of Value
in Present-Day Society

According to Davies, "Material interests already
dominate our urban masses.”™ Even if such interests were
confined to our urban population, this would be indicative
of the philosophical attitude of our society, for in 1940
the urban population in the United States was almost 60% of
the total and the percentage is probably even higher today.2
"The extent to which the concern with physical necessitiés
énd wealth has: determined human thought and institutions is
obvious to any thoughtful observer." A specific illustra-
tion of this is found in the characteristic architecture of
today. Bven a casual glance around any city reveals that
most of the bulildings are devoted to the economic activities
of manj banks, for instance, nearly always occupy the best
sites.
1. BEvidences in Education.

In regard to the attempt to resolve The difficul-
ties of the present times, Taylor writes,

We have tried, and are continuing even now to try, the

1. Ibid., p. 81.

2. John F. Cuber and Robert A. Harper: Problems of Ameri-
can Soclety: Values in Conflict, p. 13.

3. J. Richard Spamnn, editor: The Christian TFaith and Secu-
larism, p. 21. :

4, Davies, op. cit., p. 21.



materialistic solution to our pressing problem. The evi-
dence is accumulating -- some of us believe that it is
already overwhelming -- that while it has. worked thus far
for science it provides no solution for the ills that
beset man today. Should anyone doubt this, it is perti-
nent to recall that throughout one sixth of the world to-
day, in the schools, the colleges, and the universities
of those lands, human values: are being SysteTatically
defined in terms of dialectical materialism.™

Harding defines another aspect of the problem in education:
More serious than complaints about problem-solving, spell-
ing, grammar and word-usage, or letter writing are the
short-sighted actions, the bigotry and prejudice, the
narrow, blased points of view, and Bhe negative, selfish,
anti-social values being developed.

The charge is also made that our schools are failing to teach

any values: at all, as Benne writes in Progressive Education,

The schools in our country have tended to adopt a position
of meutrality! Wwith respect to the cultivation of values

in -students, particularly with respect to values involved
in contemporary choices. « « Others in our schools defend
the generally amoral and informative emphasis of our
schools on the basis that the schogl's basic responsibility
is intellectuvual rather than moral.-” -

Therefore, the need for education in values 1s obvious,
whether to correct the value content of the existing curric-
ula or to provide the missing emphasis on values. However,
the solutions being presented by educators are no improve-
ment upon the prevailing conditions. In the proposals for
value education, the emphasis: is on material thingsj; even
the end, as well as the means, is for the satisfaction of

1. Hugh S. Taylor: "Science, Education, and Human Values,"
Association of Americah Colleges Bulletin, March, 1949, .
Pe 30

2. Harding, op. cit., De 20.

3. Kenneth D. Benne: "Educating for Wisdom in Value Judg-
ments," Progressive Education, April, 1950, p. 183.
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1
material human wants. Further, it is recommended that

middle~class values be taught, even though this may produce
a conflict in the child or youth because of his background.
The advocates: of this proposal claim that the goals on which
fhe middle-class values are based are the same as those for
the lower class and that it is only the means which differ.
Even so, the goals are social acceptance (by the middle
class!), the satisfying of personal desires, and the attain-
ment 6f material success.2

2. Gvidences in Science,

The very real possibility of a war that would
annihilate humanity is certain indication that something is
wrong with or missing from the filelds of modern science and
technology. The intellect of modern man has devised the
means by which the very existence of civilization 1s jeop-
ardized, but has falled to provide the control which would
prevent the annihilation or the scale of value which would
channel the results of science and technology into useful
areas.3 Taylor's explanation is thats

The intensiﬁy of the effort and the riches of the yield
that have come from the scientist's exploration of the

areas: where matter and energy are dominant have tended to
blunt his perception of the importance of values, to

e &8 e+ & o e

1. R. Bruce Raup: "Frontiers of Human Values," Progressive
Education, October, 1943, pp. 1-7.

2. Celia Burns Stendler: '"Class Biases in the Teaching of
Va%ues," Progressive Education, February, 1950, pp. 123~
126.

3. Arnold J. Toynbees Civilization on Trial, pp. 24-28.
Davies, op. cit., pp. 36-40,
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identify him with purely materialistic, seculfrized atti-
tudes towards life and its manifold problems.

3. Bvidences in Politics.

Probably the most widely admitted »nroblem in Amer-
ican politics today is the conflict with Communism, the dan-
ger of which, according to J. Edgar Hoover, "lies not in the-
fact that it is a political philosophy butzin the awesome
fact that it 1s a materialistic religion.! Lack of aware-
ness of this real danger of Communilsm has already lured many
into its ranks. The American people are rendered even more
susceptible to the danger by the prevailing materialism in
thelr society, including the realm of politics. James E.
Ward partially explains this condition:

In our politics we "render therefore unto Caesar the
things which be Caesar's, and unto God the things which
be God's." The only trouble is that Caesar's domain is
so large and the things of God are so few and insignifi-
cant in comparison.
Not only the politicians are to blame either, for it is the
individual citizen, too, who clamors for the "welfire state,"
demanding that the state serve his material needs. The
lobby system in Washington, and in the state capitals as
well, furnishes further evidence of the materialistic goals
in politics, as pressure groups strive for governmental
power to serve their own ends, for the acquisition of wealth,

L ] L L * [ ) [}

Taylor, op. cib., p. 28.
Spann, op. cit., p. 187.
Ibid., D. 95.

Ibid.

L]

FLo -

-
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1
and for further power to gain more wealth.

L4, Hvidences in Economics.

In the economic realm a problem which looms large
in many minds 1s that of "soclal security.”" However, the
problem is not really what it seems to be, not the avoidance
of actual poverty, but the satisfaction of persistently in-
creasing wantse. According to Davies,

Material needs have been endowed, as they have never been
before, with g false infinity, by the wvalues which our
soclety considers to be the supreme values. . « By making

the good life dependent on material consumption, moderg
man has made his material needs aprtificially infinite.

This term "social sécurity" then conceals a confusion of
values and a problem that is not primarily economic, for no
abundance of material goods can meet the demands of an ex-
panding material appetite and the failure to do so results
in an inner sense of psychic and spiritual insecurity.3

A widely-used college textbook in social problems
lists "Income and Its Distribution" as; one of the major pro-
blems 6f American society, and the chapter dealing with this
problen is opened with the statement, "Securing adequate
income from one's labor caﬁ easily be conceived as the ele-

mental problem of living." Bvidence of widesoread agreement

with this statement is found in the labor unions, whose .. -

1. TIbid., p. 98.

2. Davies, op. cit., p. 47.

3. Ibid., p. 49,

L+, Cuber and Harper, op. cit., p. 60.
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members include some fourteen million wage earners in the
United States, an% in their persistent demands for higher
and higher wages. Even so, the fault lies not entirely
with the workers,_fqr the employers are equally guilty of ‘
materialistic goals., Ordinarily they are interested in only
the amount and quality of the goods which the worker is able
to produce.2 "In capitalist civiligation the chief non-
human objectivé is private profit, which is the acid test of
all economic undertakings." A sociglistic economy would
be no improvement either, for as Davies writes,
A post-capitalist generation in Furope, at any rate, has
come to maturity which has been moulded by ideas and val-
ues wholly consonant with a one-dimension order of life
and the predominantly materialist character of the human
being.
5« Bvidences in Social Problems.
ae. Crime.

Cuber and Harper state, "Crime is probably the
most universally recognized social problem," but admit that
criminologists are baffled when they attempt to ascertain
the causes of crime, However, J. Edgar Hoover indirectly
suggests the cause:

Proof that large numbers of our people have turned away
from God can be found in the sordid record of crime and
in the »redominance of a materialistic way of life which

L J L] * L L L 4

1. Spann, op. cit., pp. 146-151,

2, Ibid., p. 152.

3. Davies, op. cite., p. 109,

)+o Ibido, po 113.

5. Cuber and Harper, op. cit., pe. 156.
‘6. Ibido, po 16)"*‘"'165.
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has steadily beiome more evident each year since the turn
of the century;

and more directly:

Secularism, I have never doubted, is the basic cause of
crime, and crime is a manifestation of secularism. The
secular notion that whatever gets results is good, the
secular preoccupation with goods and gadgets, and the
secular indifference to what Paul calls "the unsearch-
able riches of Christ" -~ these ultimately find expres-
sion in the man who takes a short cut across all the moral
and legal codes of humanity and grabs what he wants by
force. The diffefence between this man and the man,who,
by devious practices, spends his life accumulating
wealth, totally indifferent to the moral chaos around
him, is merely a difference in technique. They‘bgth itech
with the same greed, and both have the same goal.

b. Race,

From a strictly scientific point of view there
seems to be only one human race. However, even though
Trace" doesn't appear to be a scientific reality from a
ﬁhysiéal antﬁropological standpoint, the concept is of so-
cial gignificance, for many people act as if it were a reality.
If there 1is no scientific basis for the concept, then the
real basis and the cause of the related problemﬂof racial
prejudice must lie in other areas. One argument often ad-
vanced is that of the "superiority of white civilization,"f
but according to Cuber“and Harper, "if we take almost any‘
other criterion than sheer bulk of ﬁaterial ‘progresst, we

-

can find other cultures with more convincing achievements
;‘ L 4 L] L * [

l, Spann, op. cit., pe 180.
2, Ibid., p. 182,
3¢ Cuber and Harper, ope Cite, De 217
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1
than that of Western civilization.® The attitudes and ac-

tions. of the American people, in the North as:well as in the
South, indicate what is probably the basic cause of racial
prejudice, and this cause is materialistic in nature.
The extreme lengths to which some white members of our
society will go, often at great inconvenience to them-
selves, to '"keep the Negro in his place" indicate that

race prejudice must serve some vurvose: for the prejudiced.
. . The primary motive seems to be an economic one.<

In other words, the race problem in the United States is
another example in a long history of the exploitation of
minority groups for the fruits of their labor.

c. Social Class.

In spite of the often expressed claim that Ameri-
can soclety 1is classless, "class differences. are one of the
most omnipTesent facts of American social life." For the
most part, class distinctions are made on the basis of
materialistic standards: present income, accumulated wealth,
type and location of dwelling, and position in the industrial,
business, or professional world. The efforts of people to
maintain their Ystation in life" or to rise into a higher
social class. also substantiate this, which is further
described by Don D. Lescohier:

We think we need neckties, bobby pins, personalized

clothing, furniture that has beauty as well as utility,
and many other things that are conventional necessities

L . L - L .

l. Cuber and Harper, op. cit., p. 221.
2. 1Ibid., p. 225.
3. Ibid., p. 192. -
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in our stations in life. . . Bach person and family feels
the necessity of upholding certain conventional standards,
and often they sacrifice on necessities to bfy the things
which they think people expect them to have.

d. Recreation.

Cuber and Harper consider the use of leisure time
as. a major social problem in America because people are not
using 1t wisely. These writers state,

For the most part people do what is easiest to do in
thelr leisure, and the most universally accessible form
of recreation for Americans of all ages is the commer-
cially provided variety. The leading American "amuse-
ments!" are movies, "beer joints," night clubs, reading,
sports, and radio, both from the.standpoint of amount of
time spent and from thg standpoint of the percentage of
persons participating.

Movies can he considered as a representative
example of this: commercial recreation, especially since it
is probably the most widely patronized. Although one must
admit that some films are masterful productions and do help
to fulfill man's aesthetic needs, in many other instances,
"the screen enshrines false gods, gods which are dearest to
the American heart -- money, glamour, and success."  These
movies.not only influence but also reflect the American
thought, ideals, and way of life. "We do judge success in
terms of money, power, and fame. Our standards of living,
our cars, bathtubs, and beaﬁtiful clothes: are the things

which Americans hold dear.”

L] L L * L d *

Spann, op. cit., pp. 147-143,
Cuber and Harper, op. cit., D. 265.
Spann, op. cit., p. 65.
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6. Evidences in the Church.

In discussing the nature of secularism, which is
the larger concept of practical atheism and of which prac-
tical materialism is a part, Leroy E. Loemker states: that
"aside from merely external habits of behavior, secularism
Qithin thi church is scarcely to be distinguished from that
without." Davies: concurs in this opinion: "Church members
are only'a degree less secularized in their consciousness
than the public that is completely divorced from the ChurchJF

Concern with material goods does have a place in

he Church, for such are necessary in the maintenance of the
Church, but the handling of financial matters does not have
to be from a materialistic standpoint, as is often the case,
The same is often true in regard to employment practices.
The churches have been charged with the operation of profit-
and-loss systems similar to those of any business concern,
except that "surplus" and "deficit" are more frequently used
than "profit" and "loss", and with often treating their
employeeSzless conéiderétely, sometimés even less honestly,
than do the secular employers in order to keep their finan-
cial balances in favor of the "surplus" side.3

Further evidence of a materialistic standard in

the Church is the evaluation of loeal churches in terms of

104 Ibid. 9 po 120
2. Davies, op. cit., p. 61.
3. Spann, op. cit., p. 161.
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the physical property -~ the spacious accommodations, the
lavish decdrations, sometimes; even the swimming pool and

other recreational facllities -- and in terms of the size
of the budget instead of in terms of the accomplishments

of a spiritual ministry.

Even the message of the Church, as it is often
given, bears a materialistic note, especially as ministers
attempt to motivate their congregations. The emphasis in
such motivation is often upon material success and physical
well-being as the results of a godly life. Neither are
such emphases limited to the sermons pertaining to the
life-to-come. In these latter, people are urged to repent
and turn to God in order to escape an eternity of physical
torment and to gain an everlasting life in which there
will be no suffering or other physical discomfort. Also,
ministers often stress the setting of this future life in
terms of the "streets of gold" and the "pearly gates"
rather than the blessedness of being fofever in the "

presence of a holy, loving God.
E. Summary

Value is that quality of an object or experlence
which is apprehended in appreciation and which makes the
experience or object desirable. It is both objective and

subjective, for the object or experience possesses qualitles
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which arouse in human beings responses that are called

value judgments. In making such a value judgment, an indivi-
dual shows that he considers one value as being higher than
another, or that he has a standard of value with that which
to him 1s most desirable at the top of his standard, Value
standards are imnortant because they determine the moral
behavior of individuals.

A materialistic standard of value is one which
holds as supreme the mgterial well-being of the iIndividual
and the resulting accumulation and use of material goods.

That a materialistic standard of value is preva-
lent today in American society is apparent to even the
casual observer. A closer study of the fields of education,
science, politiecs, economics, and the major social problems
reveals the more specific evidences of the concern with
material goods. The church 1tself has also been infected
by the materialistic attitude and reflects it even in its

messagee.



CHAPTER 1II
THE STANDARD OF VALUE TAUGHT BY JESUS,

AS RECORDED BY MATTHEW



CHAPTER II

THE STAWDARD OF VALUE TAUGHT BY JESUS,
AS RECORDED BY MATTHEW

As. Introduction

In order to ascertaln the general context of the
speclific teaching of Jesus concerning values in the
Gospel by Matthew, one must first have an overall per-
spectlive of the book. This view of the book as a whole
1s necessary also in establishing the identity of the
teacher, and since the mejor part of Jesus' teaching was
intended for members or prospective members of the kingdom
of heaven, 1t will include a suvmmery of His teaching about
the kingdom.

After the general survey of the book, & more
detailed study will be made of what Jesus taught about
values, specifically, the Father as a value, Jesus as a
value, the kingdom of heaven as a value and value standards
within the kingdom, man as a value, and material goods as
values.

In making more practical application of the
study, a presentation will be made of the expected evidences
in present-day soclety of the standard of value taught by

Jesus.

-21-
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B. An Overall Perspective of the
Gospel by Matthew
1. The Main Message of the Book.

The Gospel by Matthew is the story of the life
of Jesus of Nazareth from His birth to His death and
resurrection. However, in scope the book both antedates
and postdates the earthly life of Jesus, for it looks

1

back to David and Abrahem and forward to the close of

2
this age.

The fipst major movement of the book is con-
cerned with the identity of Jesus of Nazareth.3 In the
first twelve chapters, Matthew constantly refers to 0ld
Testament prophecies regarding the promised Messiah, and
successfully demonstrates thalt this Jesus is the fulfill-
ment of those propheclies. Although the Jews were expect-
ing the Messiah to be an earthly king and to establish
an earthly kingdom, Jesus almost without fail referred to
His kingdom as the "kingdom of heaven." His identity was
revealed by who He was, as was evidenced by His descent
from David and the testimony of the voice at His baptism,
but even more by what He did. The miracles that He

i
1

verformed proved His authority, and the authoritative

1. Mabtt. 1:l.

2. Matt. 28:19-20.

3. Matt. 1:1-16:20.

4,  Matt. Le24, 8317, 0:2-8, and 11l:4-6.
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guality of His teaching was acknowledged by the people.

In Peter's confession, "You are the Christ, the Son of the

1
living God," the first movement of the book reaches its
¢climex.
As soon as Jesus was definitely ldentified as
the expected Messlah, He revealed the implications of His

identity as He showed His disciples the pur DOoe of His
lifes that He must go to Jerusalem, suffer at the hands

of the religious leaders, be kllled, and be raised the
2

hird day. Thus 1s begun the second major movement of
3

the book, in which Jesus concentrated on the training of

-

the twelve disciples, from the Lranszlguf ionn on to the

O]

cross and the resurrection and culminating in the great
commnission.
In chapters 21 to 28, and especially in chapters

25 to 28, the oresentation of the narrative is much more

<

detalled than in the rest of the book, which indlcates

-

1ig 13 the focal pnoint of the

ey

Wwnole book with the

PN
= V]

,3

[
climax in the crucifixion and the résurrection; the
rreceding portions of the hook are the prevaration for
this. Although it was only after Peter's confession that

ig disciples about the cross, it is

]

Jesus began to teach I
evident that from the time of His temptation in the
wilderness dJesus had His face set toward Jerusalem and
1. Matt. 16:16.

2. Matt. 16:21.
%. Matt. 16:21 through chavpter 28.
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the fulfillment of the purpose of His earthly 1life, that
He should be the Saviour of the world.

Therafore, the purpose of the book iz to show
that this Jesus of Nazaretn is the promised Messiah, King
and Redeemer, the inltiator of the kingdom of heaven, and
that the most important part of His earthly ministry was
His death and resurrection.

2. A Summery of Jesus' Teaching about the Kingdom of
Heaven. '

Among the Jews in the period just preceding the
time of Jesus, there were various conceptions of the
expected kingdom of God. Many of them were matsrislistic,

%

and probably the majority of the Jews were anticipatlinog
military conquest by Israel and the exaltation of Israel
to & position of political powesr among the nations.
However, there were others who thought more of peage and
the ascendency of righteousness, mercy, and truthe out
of thils latter group came the nucleus of the followers of
Jesus, for He taught that the kingdom was to be one in
which peace, righteousness, mercy, and truth would prevail:
the "kingdom of heaven", not an earthly kingdom. As the.
name implies, the kingdom of heaven is a spiritual order,
existing for a time in this present world but unlimited
by time and space, and under the dominion of the heavenly

¢« o s s s

1. Andrew R. Osborn: Christian Zthics, p. 98.



Father. Admittance into the kingdom is granted only 1o
those wnho acknowledge the supremacy of the Father and,
28 evidence of such acknovledgement, desire and do His

The constituency of the kingdom is
because not everyonsg will Tind the way. I
everyone recelve the word of the Xingdom in the sanme

4

menner or with the same results, Tor, according to the

-

1ble of the solls, the receontion of the meszsages is

devendent upon the condition of the hearer. In zvite
of the distinction between th in the Xingdom end those

outside the kingdom, ell will live togethner in this world

until the separation in the "harvest" at the close of this

age, at which time the subjects of the Ikingdom will
5

fully inherit the kingdom. The growth of the kZingdom

i1s to be vhenomenal even though 1ts beginning was

6
small, and, although constituting only & small part

s0cletye. The responsiblility for the extension of the

kingdom was ©to lle with the disciples of Jesus, but only

Matt.
Matte.
Matte.

°
i
2\l

S U1
(@I
!““
no
Ul
O

°

L]

1 5:34

2 7e2l

B 7e1B,

4y UWatt. 13:53-86, 13:18-23.

5. Matt. 13:24~30, 13:36-43, 13%:47~50, 25:34,
6., HMatt. 135:31-32.

Te HM¥atit. 13:33%.
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1
as they are identified with and empowered by Jesus.

A discussion of the kingdom as a value and of
the value standards within the kingdom will be presented

2
in a later division of this chaepter.

Ce The Teaching of Jesus Concerning Values

1. The PFather as a Valus.

According to Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount,
God the Father is the supreme authority in the universe
for He has dominion over both heaven and earth.3 Since
this is His dominion, then He ﬁust be greater than the
whole of the universe and greater than any part of it,

and so He 1s the highest value in the universe. This fact

her assumed or explicitly stated in 2ll of Jesus'

ct

is el
teaching. For example, when He told the crowds and the

disciples that theyv had only one Father who is in hsaven,
He was saylng that there was only One in authority above

4

them. As He exhnorted them to love their enemlies, He

held up God a3 the standard of perfection for man's
behavior,5 wnich He could do only because the Father is
perfect and higher than man. Also because of the supremacy

* L] L4 ® -4 L]

1. Matt. 10:5-42 and 28:18-20.
2. Post, pp. 34-30.

3. Matt. 5:34.

4. Matt. 23%:9.

5. Matt. 5:48.
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of the Father, He could say that the commandment of God
1
1s superior to the tradition of men, the superiority of.
the commandment being derived from its superior source.
Since God is the supreme suthority in the
universe and thereby in control of 2ll of it, man is
extremely unwise if he chooses to disotey God. However,
this does not imply that God is ruthless in asserting His
authority, for the terminology most often used by Jesus
in referring to God was "your heavenly Father" or "your
Father who is in heaven." The term "father" connotes not
only authority but also loving concern and care. Thus,
the heavenly Father 1s concerned about the welfare of His
children and, more than that, is able because of His
dominion to provide for them as Jesus assured them that
2

He would, The logical response of man to this concern

and care is complete devotion to the Father, which Jesus

W
3
taught as the first and greatest commandment. Of course,
this is also evidence of the supremacy of the Father:

that He is worth loving with all one's heart, soul,. and
mind. Further evidence is one of Jesus' enswers to Satan

in the temptation in the wilderness which implied that it

is more worthwhile to worship and serve God than to gain

l. Matt. 15:1-9.
3. Matt. 22:34-38.
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reference to the crucifixion: in the first foretelling
of the cross, in His prayer in Gethsemane, and at the time
of the betreyal in indicating His preference for the way

1

)

e cross in order to fulfill the vlen of God. In

(@]
'}
ct

additlion to the desirability of pleasing God by doing His

superior to thet

02

will is the realizetion that His will 1
of any other being because of its source, and, in fact,
it 1s perfect in keeplng with the perfection of His

character. Man's obligation to do the will of the Father

D

also attests the superior value of the Father, for he who
subjects himself, or is subject, to the will of another
thereby shovws that he considers the other as being superior
to him. In this menner Jesus taught that He Himself was

a lower value then the Father. However, this was true

only during Jesus' earthly life in which He was the

incarnation of the Father.

2. dJesus as a Value.

In giving His life "as a rensom for meny,"
Jesus gave the ultimste proof of His superior worth in
relat%on to menkind. No man can possibly buy even his own
1ife,) and yet Jesus was able to purchase sternal life
for 2ll men. The value of this eternal 1ife is derived

A d L4 ° L] * (-]

1. Matt. 16:21-23, 26:36- 4 and 26:53%-54.,
2. Matt. 20:28.
3. Matt. 16:26.
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from the value of the Father, since the possession of
eternal 1ife includes the privilege of being forever in

n the

}..!

the presence of the Father, the supreme value
universe. As previously mentioned, Jesus in His atonement
was acting in obsdience to the Father, and so His action
tekes on added meaning since it was concelved in the will
of the Father. =ven the ability of Jesus to take the role
vof Redeemer 1s dependent upon the Father.in that it
resulted from His identity with the Father, which He
explicitly taught when He said, "All thiﬁgs have been
delivered to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except t?e
Son and any one to whom the Son chooses to reveal him."
He also implied this identity in referring to Himself as
the Christ, such as in acknowledging Feter's confession

2
of Him as "the Christ, the Son of the living God," and
in the Olivet Discourse in Hié warnings against the
impostors who would come in His name, saying, "I am the
Christ."  The significance of the term "Christ" is
assumed in Jesus' teaching, as recorded by Matthew, for
Matthew was writing to the Jews who were very familiar
with the concept of "the Christ" -- the "anointed," the one
chogen of God, the Messiah, All these terms denote the

L 4 L * L] © ®

1. Matt. 11:27.
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same close relationship of Jesus with the Father.

A Tew days before the crucifixion, Jesus told

the crowds end His disciples, "you have one teacher . . .
1
you have one master, the Christ." uch earlier in His

b ]

minlstry, wnen He sent forth the twelve disciples, He hnad

o

said, "A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant
2

1"

above his master. Thus, Jesus as teacher and master

-
I
5

ranked above tnrose who followed Him, and He wasgs alone in

it

that position. The value of His tesching also attests

2

His worth. In the parable of the two foundations, He
showed that acting upon and obeying His teaching is
analagous to bullding 2 house upon & rocke. In the con-
struction of any building, rock is the best possibdle
foundation because 1t 1s durable and stapble. Likewise, the
teachling of Jesus 1is & stabla, durable foundation on which

.

to base one's actions. His teaching i1s valueble also

}.Io
o

because of 1ts eternality, which He stated when He said,

"Heaven and earth will pass away, bub my words will not
pass away."4 Such teaching gives meaning to life because
it is dependable and will not change with the passing of
time; 1t is absolute and basic. The teaching possesses

value because of the value of the Teacher; it 1s steble,

dependable, and eternal because the Teacher is stable,

1. Matt. 23:6-10.
2. Matt. 10:24.
3. lMatt. 7:24-27.
L, Matt. 24:35,
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dependable, and eternal.
Very striking evidence of the value of Jesus is
found in the cost of discipleship. When 2 scribe came

Jesus expressing willingness to follow Him, Jesus answered,

2

"rFoxes have holes, and birds of the alr have nests; but
1

the Son of man hss nowhere to lay his head," thus

4

indicating thaelt He Himself did not have the security of a
home and implying

thet neither would His disciples.

 Harder to besar than the surrender of home is the loss of

Y

reputation, and Jesus told His disciples that thisz latter

2

would also be thelr lolt as He spoke of the certainty of

T

.CL, He

o
EN

[$4]

hatred from all, defamation, and slander. In

warned that the opposition which would arise against them

.

becavse of thelr identification with Him would reach such
intensity that they would be physically persecuted and

2
gome even put to death. Nevertheless, He never once
hintsd that even the grsatest of these persecutlons would

be sufficlent reason for turning aslide from followling and

serving Him.

Another reguirement for discipleship is complete

gevotion to Jesus =nd His cause. As He sent forth His

Y

isciples, He warned,

twelve

1. Matt. 8:18-20.
2. Matt. 10:17-25.



He who loves fath=r or mother more than me is not
worthy of me; and he who loves son or dzughter more
then me is not worthy of me; and he who does not
take his cross and Tollow me 1s not .Jorthy of me.

He wno finds his 1life will lose,iti end he wno loses
his life fTor my sake will find it.-

Vot even the dearest member of ocne's family may rate
nigher devotlion than Jesus. Such & high standard of

devotion iz demanded so that the discliple in serving Jesus

Jesus 1s also 2 test of devotlion to Him. TFrobably this

g

FPeter's confession =nd His first for

©
ct
O
-t
-
s

ing of the cross,
Jesus. agelin mentioned the necessity of the disciple's cross
and self-denizl. When speaking of the men who "loses his
life Tor my sake," Jesus didn't mean merely the loss of
physical life, even though such loss for His sake would
result in the gaining of eternel 1life. Rather, He was
saying that any disciple of His must completely discard all

perscnal interests and deslres and be wholehsartedly

'

devoted to His cause. The result of such giving of one's
life is the gaining of life -- obviously & higher life,

but thls gain smuat not be the primary motiveition for such

surrerder. The disclple must e compelled by love for

1. Matt. 10:37-39.
2. Matt. 16:24-25,



o 1t Tor His sake. Jesus has the rizht to make
these demands because of Hls superior worth &s the

Redeemer, the chosen of the Father. Concern with the cause
of Jesus 1ls concern with the greatest cause in the universe,

because it 1lg the will of the Fether, the supreme value in

The versonal return of Jesus at the consummnation
of this age also attests the value of Jesus, partly beceuse
of the inportence of the event 1itself which will mark the

end of time. When He returns, He will be enthnroned and

uvdge

[N

will judge the nations; the power and the ability to
are furthsr evidence ol His supremacy over men, Antlci-

pating the personal return of Jesus adds meaning to life

by

for His followers, for His coming wlill mean the end of

da1

trivulation for them and at that time they will fully
2
inherit the kingdom of heaven.

3s The Kingdom of Heaven as a Value and Value Standards
(o ne Kingdou.
a. The Xingdom of Heaven as a Value.

-

Many prophets and righteous men of old longed
to hear the message of the kingdom of heaven and to see
its coming, but did not; and so,.in thils respect, the

disciples of Jesus were more privileged than they, for

1. Matt. 25:31-46.
2. Matt. 24:3-14 and 25334,



they not only heard 1ts message but also Jesus promised
1

thet some of them would see 1ts coming. From this

unfulfilled anticipation of the men of old, one may con-

f heaven iz =&

the order establigshed by the 0ld covenaat, or else
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ment about Jonn the Baptist: "among those born of women
there has risen no one greater . « . ¥yt he who is least

2
in the kingdom of heaven iz grsater than he,' 3ince even

the greatest verson under ths old covenant is less than

)

tne lesst in the king

y)

dom of heaven, the letter order must

(

be superior to the former. Alzo, as Jesus sent forth the
twelve dlsciples, He told them that thoze people who

- -

Zingdom would recelve greater

H
ct
[y
[0)

rejected the message o:

Jjudgment than Sodom and Gomorrah, which cities had been
3
Judged according to the standards of the old covenant.

The value of the kingdom was sexplicitly taught
by Jesus in the varable of the treasure in the Tield and

in the parable of the pearl of great value: t{the kingdom

is worth exchanging all one's possessions for it. The
L 3 . o ® - L]

l. Matt. 13:16-17 and 16:28,
2. Matt. 11:11.

3. Matt. 10:14-15.

40 B‘I&tt ° 1,7):1;‘4—450



-36-

great desirability of entrance into the kingdom was

His tezaching, zs He described the way

o
6]
1]
<
=
0]
o
e
[
=
<
o
ey
o]
o}

of entry and warned of its difficulity. An example of
this was His discusslon wilth the discilvles following His
advice to the rich young man, Wwho had turned away rather
than sell his possessions. At thisz time He told them
that it would be herd for a rich man to enter the Xkingdom,
and, in fact, it would be lupossliile. To their aztonished
query, "Who then can be saved?'", He replied that it would
1
be possible only with God. Harlier, in.the Z=2rmon on the
Mount, He had taught that the way into the kingdom 1s
narrow and herd and only & few find it, but warned that
2

the alternative leads to destruction.

According to the Beatitudes, the kingdom of
heaven is the source ~f supreme happiness for man, or

-

the ultimate in spiritusl well-Deing, and so 1t is that
wnich makes life meaningful. The kingdom can be thils
source only because 1t 1s under the dominion of the
Fathei, Wwhich dominion has been allocated to the Son, the
King. The kingdom has value only because the King 1is
also the Redeemer, and citizenshlp in the kingdom is

valuable only because of the superlor worth of the King.

1, Matt. 190:23-20.
2. Matt. T:13-14.
5. Hatt. 5:3-12.
4, Matt. 11l:25-27.
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b, Value Standards within the Kingdom.

Although all members of the kingdom are valuable,
there are degrees of value among %he members, The least
in the kingdom 1is he who relaxes even the least of the com-
mandments of the law and teaches others to do likewise, In
contrast, the greatest is he who keeps the commandments and
teaches them,l This 1is the distinctlon to be expected, be-
cause the commandments are from God and he who does not
respect the commandment of God 1s showing lack of respect
for God Himself, Another indication of greatness among
those in the kingdom is humility. In fact, Jesus taught
that only those who came with childlike humility could enter
the kingdom,2 Humility should manifest itself in a willing-
ness to serve, and he who would be first in the kingdom must
be a slave to others.3 The example of servitude was Jesus
Himself who '"came not to be served but to serve, and to give
His life as a ransom for many,"

The members of the kingdom are to desire to be
righteous, or sinleseg, for 1t 1s better to lose a part of
ones;lf than to be sinful or to céuse another person to

sin, In being righteous, purity of neart is more impor-

-tant than outward cleanliness, for any external show of

. Matt, 5:19-20,

Matt, 18:1-4,

Matt, 20:26-27 and 23%:11-12,
Matt, 20:28,

Matt, 18:5-9,

Ui o+
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righteousness is worthless without the internal cleanliness
from which true righteousness stems.l More specifically in
regard to true righteousness in religlous observance, Jesus
denounced tne scribes and Pharisees for neglecting the
"weilghtier matters of the law, justice and mercy and faith,6"
but, of course, He said that the material tlthes were also
necessary, even though of lesser imporjtance.2

The absolute standard for attitudes and behavior
is the Father, as Jesus told the disciples, "You, therefore,
must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.," Be-
cause He 1is the supreme value, the character of all other
beings must be judged in the light of His perfection, and
all others should have as their goal the attalnment of like
perfection,

In keeping with Jesus' teaching about true right-
eousness was Hls warning to the disclples against the teach-
ing of the Pharisees and Sadducees, which implied that such
teaching had a negative value, Yet, when addressing the
crowds as well as the disciples, He advised them to observe
and practice whatever the scribes and Pharisees taught,

This seeming discrepancy 1s explained by the reason given

for the observance in the second case: because they "sit

on lioses' seat." In this capaclity the scribes and Pharisees
1. HMatt. 15:10-20 and 23:25-28,

2, Matt, 23:23,

3, Matt, 5:48,

4, Matt, 16:5-12,
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were instructors in the law of Moses, which was to be
obeyed by the people because 1t was the command of God,
whereas the earlier warning of Jesus was directed against
thelr general teaching, Also, Jesus' advice in the second
case Iincluded the admonition not to do as the scribes and

1
Pharisees do, for they preached witnout practicing.

4, Man as a Value,
Jesus clearly taught that man is the highest
value in creation, For example, in the Sermon on the Mount,
He said that man 1s more valuable than the birds of the air
and the grass of the field,2 and, in His charge to the
twelve disciples, that man 1is more valuable than many spar-
rows.3 Also, as He answered the Pharisees just before
healing the man with a withered hand on the Sabbath, He
stated that man is of much greater value than a sheep, This
latter statement was made in His process of showing the
Pharisees that caring for the needs of man is more important
than the observance of the Sabbath, He had also taught
this precedence of the welfare of man over the institution
of the Sabbath in the immediately preceding incidegt of the

disgsciples pilcking and eating grain on the sabbath.

However, not all men are of equal value, because

Matt., 2%:1-7.
Matt., 6:26-30,
Matt, 10:29-31,
Matt, 12:0-13,
Matt. 12:1-8.
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the members of the kingdom have greater value than those’
people outside the kingdom. dJesus called the former group
"the salt of the earth" and "the light of the world." Salt
preserves, seasons, and heightens tne flavor of food, and
in like manner the members of the kingdom are to keep so-
ciety from "spoiling" and to give meaning and "flavor" to
it., As lights, theyvare to dispel the darkness of ignorance
and unbelief and to serve as guldes to other people, How-
ever, this superior worth also entalls a higher responsi-
bility, as indicated by the statement of Jesus that the
purpose of having the "light of the world" to shine is so
that other men might give glory to the heavenly Father,l
The members of the kingdom possess this superior value only
because their membership in the kingdom identifies them
with the Father, from whom thelir value 1is derived, All men
are of equal value in tne sense that each is potentially a
member of the kingdom, However, if a person does not in
this present life appropriate membership in the kingdom
through acknowledgment of and faith in the Father, at the
end of this 1life he loses the potentiality of entering the
kingdom and thus becomes a disvalue, as Jesus taught that
the end of such a person is destruction.2

Jesus also taught the value of children in the

kingdom, as He spoke of the necessity of receiving such

1, Matt, 5:13-16,
2, Matb, T:13.
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children in His name and strongly warned that death would
be a better fate than the results of causing a child who
believes in Him to sin, Continuing in this same veln in
the parable of the straying sheep, He stressed the value
of the return of a wayward child, As the shephefd would
rejolce more over finding one lost sheep than over ninety-
nine who had never strayed, so is the Father's jby great
when an erring chlld is returned to Him, Older persons are
to recognize this value of children because the Father
values them,l

Within the make-up of man there are itwo natures,
the physical and the spiritual, with the spiritual being a
nigher value than the physical, Jesus revealed this in His
charge to the twelve disciples, as He admonished them not
to fear those who can kill only the body but to fear the
one who is able to destroy both soul and body,2 Again,
immediately after His first foretelling of the crucifixilon,
as He discussed the implications of the cross for disciple-
ship, He spoke of the high value of 1life, Gaining the
whole world would not make the loss of one's life worthwhile,
Obviously He was here referring to spiritual ]:ife,3 Spir-
itual life is the most important because the kingdom of God
is a spiritual order, and it is the spirit, not the body,

- . L] . . .

Matt, 18:5-6 and 18:10-14,
Matt, 10:28,
Matt., 15:24-25,

WnoH
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which possesses the possibility of eternal life with the
Father,

The most repeated teaching of Jesus was the fore-
telling of His own sufféring, death, and resurreetion.l
He also taught that this was the will of the Father in
heaven,2 and that the purpose was the redemption of many.3
This 1s the greatest evidence in Hils teaching of the value
of man, Of all of creatlion only man possesses the possi-
bility of attaining eternal 1life, and this 1life is gained

for man at the expense of the suffering and death of the

King.

5. Material Goods as Values,

When Jesus answered the devll in the wilderness
by saying, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceeds from the mouth of God," He waéxﬁgtiimély_
ing that man's physical needs are to be ignored, but rather
was indicating the insufficliency of physicai food for life
and the indispensability of spiriﬁual food, All of God's
word is included in this spiritual food which is valuable
because of its source, God Himself, Later in the Lord's
Prayer, Jesus indirectly indicated the relative importance
of the physical and the spiritual: one short line regarding

. . . L] . .

Matt, 16:21, 17:22-23, 20:17-19, and 26:1-2,
Matt, 16:21-23, 256:36-44, and 26:53-56,
Matt., 20:28,

Matt, 424,

oo =
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the physical need of man and two longer lines regarding
the spiritual.l

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus urged His
followers not tc accumulate earthly treasures but to con-
centrate on acgquiring treasures in heaven, for earthly
treasures are perishable and there 1is no surety of keeping
them even in this life whereas heavenly treasure 1is imperish-
able and secure, A more important reason, however, is that
a person's desire and devotion are centered in his treasure,
and Jesus wants His followers to have a heavenly goal with
thelr devotion centered in the Father, As He continued the
discourse, He stated the general principle that it 1s im-
possible to serve two masters, and then made the sbecific
application that no one can serve both God and "mammon,"
By "mammon" is meant not merely money but the inordinate
desire for wealth, Thus, devotion to God and the desire
for wealth are mutually ekclusive. Jesus' conclusion was
His admonition not to worry about food or clothing, which
He then supported by the illustrations of God's care for
the birds and the lilles., He assured the disoipies that
God was aware of their need, and that the solution is very
simple: since man cannot be a slave to both God and the
accumulation of material goods, he must put the Father and

His kingdom and His righteousness first in his mind and

1. Matt, 6:9-13. .
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1
heart, and then God will supply all his materlal needs,

Jesus' teaching about material goods and man's
attitude toward tnem was not that they are valueless or to
be scorned, because they are valuable in that they satisfy
the physical needs of man, who 1s a value in God's sight,
However, they must be kept in the right place in man's scale
of values. Man must recognize them as instrumental values,
that is, as means to an end, and not as end values, They
are a lower value than the life of mén2 and so,vof course,
are a much lower value than God, Man's desire for material
goods and preoccupation with gaining them are not to sup-
plant his devotion to and service for God,

The Expected Evidences in Present-Day Soclety
of the SBtandard of Value Taught by Jesus.

D.
1. Expected Evidences in Education,
In regard to the importance of education, J,
Donald Butler of Princeton has written,
Among the institutions of socliety the school is primary
because it represents the deliberate and organized effort
of society to nurture and guide the development of_the
individuals constituting each oncoming generation,
Since education has this important role in 1ife, its pur-

pose, content, and methods must be determined according to

the value standard taught by Jesus,

Matt., 6:19-33,

Matt, 6:25,

J. Donald Butler: Four Philosophies and thelr FPractice
in Education and Religion, p. 515,

\')H\J!—'
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In the mind of God, the destiny of man is for him
to be a child of God, a member cf the kingdom of heaven,
Thus, the objective of education should be to help the stu-
dent to become what God has intended him to be., Morally,
by nature the student's character lacks much, for he is
commonly in opposition to God and possesses character traits
that are contradictions of the righteousness of God, There-
fore, the task of education 1s to teach the student the
standard of value taught by Jesus, to show him what he
should be according to the will of God, and to lead him
into the right relationship with God through Jesus Christ
so that he may take his place as a member of the divine
society, the kingdom of heaven,

The contént of education should of necessity in-
clude training for living in this world, A curriculum can
include the humanities without being humanistic, The danger
to avold is the over-emphasis on socilal and vocatlonal
training for the present 1life to the exclusion of prepara-
tion for eternal life, A further danger 1is the elevation
of man as a value without the realization that the value
of man is derived from a higher value, God Himself, Con-
cerning content, to quote again from Butler, "the Bible -
should have 1its place in the midst of this suﬁject matter,
as the superb and most direct medium of communication of

1
the Ultimate," In this respect, the whole of the Bible

. . . . L] .

1, Butler, op. cit., p. 519.
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must be used, Tor, as Gordon H, Clark of Butler University
has written, "Unless the whole system of Christian truth
is taught, it is not a Christian education,"l

Because of the nature of the purpdse and the
content of Christian education, those who are to do the
teaching must be members of the kingdom, They must be
devoted to God and absclutely convinced that the oﬁly valiad
standard of value is the one taught by Jesus, In other
words, the prime reguirement for each 1ls relationship to
God through the work of Jesus Christ, Since this is true,
the public school as it 1s today 1s incapable of being the
agency for education that is truly Christlan, However, the
public schecol can and should make its contribution‘by pre-
' viding the student with a general background that is favor-
able to the Christian position. For instance, the policy
of the International Council of Réligious Education as
adopted at its 19490 meeting advocates that the public schools
teach the common religilous tradition of "belief in God as
the source of all spiritual values and material goods, the
determiner of the destinles of nations and the loving Father
of all mankind,”2 The home and the church must take the

responsibility for the distinctively Christian aspects of

education,

1, Gordon H, Clark: A Christian Philosophy of Education,
p. 212,

2, Harold B, Pey: "Religion in Public Education." Chris-
tian Century, February 23, 1949, op. 231-233,
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2. Expected Evidences in Scilence,

The standard of value taught by Jesus should
influence the scilentist in his attitude and in his approach
to his work and especially in the use of his results, Al-
though his immediate concern is with the physical, he must
avolid the ever-present danger of centering his philosophy
in material things, and realize that material things have
value only as they can meet the needs of man, As he ap-
proaches his work, his attitude should be that he is inves-
tigating an area of God's creation and that his findings
are part of the natural revelation of God, BSince his
primery motivation should be service to his fellow man for
the glory of God, his results must not be used for any end
other than the welfare of humanity., Thus, none of the
results of scilence or technology can be rightly used as
instruments of destruction, God has placed a value upon
human life and man is to respect it, However, man, not
even the scientist, 1is tc conclude, since he is able to
decipher much of the meaning of the physical world and to
control large varts of it, that he is "king" of the physical
world, Neither should his ego be bolstered by the knowledge
that material goods exist for the fulfillmént of his needs,
God has thus provided for his phyéical needs because of the
‘value of man which is derived from God Himself; and man hés
partial knowledge and control of the physical world only

because God has allocated such knowledge and control to him,
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%, Expected Evidences in Politics,
Accerding to the standard of value taught by
Jesus, the Christlan politician would be the servant of
the people in actuality, not merely in theory, and would be
aware that his position is dependent upon talents given by
God, In reference to such talents, Osborn has written,
Whatever the gift may be, 1t is not to be neglected, but
it is to be used for the glory of the one who bestowed
it, In terms of soclal ethice this means that the ulti-
mate criterion of conduct is the glory of God, In the
sphere of morals God's glory is His character, and, since
He is the great giver, those likest Him prove their
greatness b{ the way they give thelr service to their
fellow men,
Such a politician, aware of the source of his ability and
serving for the glory of God, could not be underhanded in
his methods or motivated by selfish interests, Neither
could he resort to exploiting another person or group, for
men must be regarded as ends, never as means to some other
end, and no end 1is so worthy that one can justly choose
2
that another person can serve as means to that end, In
making decisions he would be governed by two factors, which
in reality are only one: love for his fellow man and love
for God, The former is the result of the latter, For spe-
cific guidance he would nct depend solely upon human wisdom

but would seek guidance from the Father that His will may

be done,

1. Osborn, op. cit,, p. 1
2. Butler, op. cit.,, p. 5



4, Expected Evidences in Econonmics,

Joncern about one's 'social security" is incom-
patible with holding to the sténdard of value taught by
Jesus, He advocated the elimination of all ties that would
bind to the things of this world, but also gave the strong
assurance that the Father would supply all needs, Realiza-
tion of the character of God as the supreme value, the
creator and controller of the universe, and His loving
concern for the welfare of man 1is sufficient basis for
laying aside all worry about and desire for the accumula-
tion of material wealth,

In the realm of business and industry, those who
are in control should exercise such control as a trust from
God, God has supplled the material goods for the use of
man and has entrusted to man the responsiblility for develép—
ing and distributing those material goods, The goods them-
selves are not ends in themselves but are means to an end,
Those who have the responsiblility of control must be moti-
vated in their decisions by love for man, because of the
value God hag placed upon man, Thus, there should be no
exploitation of the people in thelr employ nor any "cut-
throat" practices in their dealings with each other,
Hanagement and labor, all divisions of business and industry,
should be co-operating toward the common end of supplying
the material needs of mankind,

In thls area of life one nust remeumber that 1t is
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the worship of money that is condemned, not the possession

of it. Concerning Jesus' view of this, Osborn has written,
He drew a clear dlstinction between Lhe service of the
Kingdom of God and that of the kingdom of Mammon, Mammon
stood for the empire of trade and the spirit of material-
ism, an empire which the prophets nad condemmed, not
because trade in itself was wrong, bulbt because }t was
so closely associated with greed and injustice,

Thus, the crucial point is not the possession of wealth but

the attitude of the possessor and the use that he makes of

the wealth,

5. Expected Evidences in Social Problems,

The standard of value taught by Jesus should
influence both the diagnosis and the remedy of socilal prob-
lems, Whereas the secular analysis 1s obsessed with the
exterior social maladjustment, the Christian analysis
probes deeper into the cause for the maladjustment, Re-
gardless of the specific problem, each time the basic cause 5
is found to be the same: the egocentricity of humen nature,
Thus, the remedy is also singular, There was no systematic
program of social reform in the ministry of Jesus, because
His task was more fundamental; 1t was that of changing the
human heart, According to Osborn,

Of necessity, a political or economic system is limited
and conditioned by the circumstances of place and time,

. . . Mempership in the kingdom as our Lord established
it involved a 1life in communion with God, and the

1, Osborn, op. cit,, p. 136,

2. Davies, op. cit,, pp. 134-137.
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possession of those attributes of character which, like
the nature of God, never grow old, ., ., . The gospel is
the source of inspiration for and the dynamic motive
behind ieform, for which it supplies standards and
ideals.

6. Expected Evidences in thne Church,
The message of the church must be founded upon
the standard of value which Jesus fTaught: God 1s supreme
and all other values are derived from Him, The major part
of thils message will be concerned with teaching about God
and man's relationship to Him, for, according to Butler,

If a2ll value is ultimate and enduring precisely because
it is of God, then necessarily the prior value for every
individual and for all socleklies is to be related to God
so as to share His goodness,
The only valid motivation for causing a person to desire
this relationship to God 1ls the realization of the character
and purpose of God, He is perfect in all aspects of His
being, including kmowledge, wisdom, and love, and 1t is His
ouroose that man should be in fellowship with Him in the
present life and throughout eternity., Such fellowship,
which is the essence of membership in the kingdom, 1s pos-
sible only because Jesus is the Redeemer of mankind, The
church is to teach its people to have a heavenly perspective
as well as a heavenly goal, The message 1is to include in-
struction for living in this present world, but the moral
value of each act and attitude must be measured in the light

. . . . » .

., DD. 124-126,

1, Osborn, op, cit
. Butler, op. cit,, p. 514,

2
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of the heavenly standard and with the horizon of eternity,

Thus, 1t is apparent that the mission of the
church 1s to proclaim this message to the people with the
sole objective of leading them into the right relationship
with God and instructing them in living in fellowship with
Him, Primerily, the work of the church is not social but
individual, However, as the individual is changed, soclety
is cbanged,ifor a change in fellowship and in standards
results in a change in conduct, as Osborn has written,

It is the constant reference of conduct to its source in
the heart which makes the ethics of Jesus significant
and distinctive, His followers do good, because they
live in intimate communion with God, the source of all
good,

In handling the business affairs of the church,
the same principle applies as was previously mentioned for
the realm of economics: such business is to be treated as
a trust from‘God, The material posséssions of a church are
merely means to be used in accomplishing a spiritual ministry,

and certainly are not to be used as an index of the success

of the church.
E. Summary

The Gospel by Matthew is the story of the life of
Jesus of Nazareth from His birth to His death and resurrec-~

tion, and the purpose of the ook 1is to show that this Jesus
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is the promised HMessiah, King and Redeemer, the Initlator
of the kingdom of heaven, He clearly téught that the king-
dom of heaven 1is a spiritual order, existing for a time in
this present world but unlimited by time and space, and
under the dominion of the heavenly Father, Admittance into
the kingdom 1s granted only to those who acknowledge the
supremacy of the Father and desire to do His will,
The standard of value taught by Jesus can be
summarized as follows:
God the Father
Jesus, as the Incarnation of the Father
The Kingdom of Heaven
Man (in the Kingdom)
Man (outside the Kingdom)
Material Goods
God the Father 1s the supreme value and the value from
which all other values stem, As the Incarnation of the
Father, Jesus is a value in that He not only brought the
message of the Father but also performed the work by which
man can be related to the Father, The value of the kingdom
is derived from the value of the King, and is meaningful to
man because membership in the kingdom is synonomous with
being related to the Father, the supreme value, For this
reason, man in the kingdom is a higher value than man out-
side the kingdom, The latter is a value bécause God has

ordained man to be the highest value in creation, but the
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former is a higher value because his relationship to God
is not only as man to Creator but also as man to Redeemer
and higher wiil, Material goods are valuable only in that
they supply the physlcal needs of man, and are not to be
sought as ends in themselves but are to be used merély as
means in serving a higher value, man,.

Adherence to the standard of value taught by
Jesus would have profound effects in various areas of so-
ciety, such as education, sclence, politics, economics,
social problems, and the church, The primary goal of all
areas would be that man be in fellowshlip with Gecd for His
glory. The conduct of man in each area would be governed
by that relatlionship to the supreme value and would mani-

fest the love of man for man because of man's prior devotion
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CHAPTER III
THE PRESENT-DAY MATERIALISTIC STANDARD OF VALUE

IN THE LIGHT OF
THE STANDARD OF VALUE TAUGHT BY JEBSUS

A. Introduction

The firs£ step in this portion of the study will
be to evaluate the materialistic standard of value in the
light of the standard of value taught by Jesus, first
according to bhases and then according to the results in
soclety. After thus polnting up the differences in the
two standards, and having already established in Chapter
I thet the materialistic standard is prevalent in present-
day soclety. the next concern will be to determine the
basic cause of this prevalency of the materialistic
standard. The implications of these resulits for the
individual Christian will then be consldered.

B, An Evaluation of the Materialistic
Standard of Value in Light of

the Standard of Value Taught by Jesus

1. -‘According to Bases

andard of value
]

as defined in Chapter I, men is the supreme value,

fatd

According to the materialistic s

whereas according to the standard taught by Jesus, éas

l. Ante, p. 7o

\

556
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established in Chapter II, God the Father is the supreme
1

value. The differences between these two standards are

more clearly seen as the standards are placed side by

1de &s shown below:

o

The Standerd Tauzht by Jesus The HMaterialistic 3tandard
1. God the Father l. ian
2. desus, the Incarnation 2. HMaterial Goods

of the Father

The Xingdom of Heaven
Man (in the Kingdom)
Man (outside the
Kingdom )

6. Meterlial Goods

Ul

If one begins at the lowest value in each standard and
proceeds toward the nighest value, 11t is apparent that

the two are identical up to & polint. Thus, the main

that the materialistic

2]

difference between the two i

tandard stops at man, but the standard tausht by Jesus

n

oes further and includes valuss higher then man, namely,

e

the kingdom of heaven, Jesus, and God the Father. Also,
the materialistic standard includes &ll of mankind in the
one category, wnereas Jesus distingulshed between man in

the kingdom and msen outside the kingdom. A further

=

distinction lies in the concepis of ths nature of
the materialist emphasizes the vthysical aspect almozt to
the exclusion of the spiritual (mind and emotiohs), but
Jesus put much zreater stress on the spirituval side of

l. Ante, pp. 26-29.
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8 nature than He did on the vhysical. It is obvious

thet the basic assumption of the materislistic standard

-

1s thet there ls nothing bey-nd this world of time and

4

space; therefore, since all values are debterninsed by the

present life, man 1s the highest value. D. R. Davies

1

highlights this basic assumption of the prevalling value

N

Belief in & world-order veyond death
nothing to do with the hoves and actlvities and
enjoyments of the secul:irlized man of to-day.
Heaven and hell heve no bearing whatever on a
life whose fulfilment is thought of in terms of
amnple material consumption or cultural selfl-
display, when cullture has become inseparsable Tronm
expanding material apcvetite.,

1)

In contrast to this position, Jesus taught that the

present 1life 1s only the beginning end that the destiny

Iy

of each person in the life-to-come 1is dependent upon his
choices in the present life, specifically his cholces

ning necessitates the horizon of

) o

eternity in establishing & standard of value, and Jesus

the suprenme

P

tavzht this standard which holds that God i

w

;_1
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&
]
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o
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valve. In 1ts baszic assumptlion ths maeteria
ts man to physicel life 1in this JOPlQ of time and spa
wnereas the basis of the standard teaught by Jesus lays

before man the freedom of eternity unlimited by time and

Dace .

l. Davies, op. cit., p. 59.
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2. According to Resulls.

Y

The keynote ol the 1ife wnlch 1s 1lived

[l

aecording
to the standerd of value taught by Jesus 1ls 1léve, primarily
love Tor CGod and secondly love for other men. Thiz weas

the agnswer of Jesus when the Fharisees cuestioned Him as

9_')
«,
an

to which 1s the great commandment in the las

You shall love the Lord ur God with all your heart,
end with all your socul, and with all your mind.

This is the Tirst and great commandment. And a
second 1is 1ike it, Ynu shall love your neighbor as
yourself. On thes io commandmnents depend all the
law and the prophet uS .

VO
J
an

for any person Lo keep these commandments

!
c
fde
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I
8
{e)
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unless he is convinced that God iz the suprems value and

realizes the place of man in the resulting value standard.

Thiz love would be the ruling factor in making decisions
in all areas of 1i7f and man's Tlrst thoughts and desires

-~

would bs

}“’J

or God and then for hils fellow man with

Y

first
his own lnterests third. HMaterial goods would have a

N

rlace in such a 1life only as means to accomplishing the

ch 1s necessary &s

(.r-

end of sustalning physicel life, wh

long as man 1s living in the present world. Ha;

not e devolting his 1ife to the accumulation of meaterial
goods or to malntaining prestige among his fellows, and

50 economic, vpolitical, and soclal strife would cease.

iz goal in 1ife, both for himself and for other men,

i

+
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Matt. 22:34-40,
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striving with men for the vossesslon of material zoods,

God-intendsd means to serve a higher value. The value of

other men 1s lozt sight of and the result is men's
humanity to man, overwhelming evidence of whicﬁ has Dbeen

"world" wars in twenty-seven yeers. On

two literally

economlic and soclal realms. Titus has aptly described
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this condition in present-&ay

ned raat power
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at our disposal,
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During recent centuries man
to control the meteriel wor
mervelous means for enrichin
we have seen unrest, maladjus ., and much
barbarism in our world. Man;j ons live exceedingly
shallow lives with Tew interests beyond meals, clothes,
amours, bridge, and automoblle trips. As men orf
affalrs, we have pul wealth, power, technical efficiency,
and speciel priv1leée Tirst.l
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Osborn has written of the "perverting effect which the

desire Tor gain has uvpon the sense of jJjustlce and right,

3 o

which lies at the very foundation of righteous conduct,'

and suopports this by the following statsments:

l. Titus, ov. cit., p. 304,
2. Osborn, op. cit., p. 136.
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BEvery horrible crime that the brain of man could
devise has been perpetrated for the sake of gain,
and 1t has even come to pass that those who have
done these things have tried to represent them as
warranted end right. « » If it iz objected thal the
commends of Jesus are too severe for ordinary life,
and thet the thought of modern times 1s 1in a diffsr-
ent direction, 1t 1s a sufficient reply to point to
the cheos in economic and political affairs in the
world to-day. Beyond cguestlion the world is under
the rule of Mammon, and the result 1ls & tale of
horror.

These results are to e expected when 1life 1s based upon

5

ne
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a value standard which is not t highest possible., Even

o

3

T man can not remaln healthy when
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ag the rthysical natur

g

confined to a space too small to permit normal activity,
no more can the mind and heart of man be healthy vhen
confined to a world which does not permit the full exer-
cise of the mind and heart such as God has intended for
mane

Thus, the contrast between the resulis of the
two standards of value 1s tremendougs the two kinds of
life are direct opposites. The result of the materialistic
standard is greed, conflict, chaos, and frustration;
whereas adherence to the standard taught by Jesus fesults
in love and peace among men with each concerned for the
onysical and spiritual welfare of others. Of course, the
results are more far-reachling then this, for the man who

in this 1life puts God first in his 1life will have eternal

1. Ibid., pp. 136-137.



-62-

1life in fellowship with God and the materialist will be
denlied this privilege even as he in this life denies God
by choosing to serve mammon.

Ce The Basic Cause of the FPrevalency

of the Present-Day Materialistic
3tandard of Valus.

In view of the preceding evaluation of the
materialistic standard of value in the light of the value
standard taught by Jesus, it would seem incredible that
any one could choose to be a materialist. Yet, as was
shown in Chapter I, the materialistic standard prevails
in soclety today.

The most readily given explanation for the pre-
valence of the materialistic standerd is the scientific
and tecunnologlcal emphasis of the times. Lindeman,
orofessor of Social Philosophy at Columbia Universiiy,
stetes, "Science is the Foundation upon which our world
restse. « o It 1s the great transformer,lthe gource orf
socilal, economic, and political change."  With such an
attitude towards the place of science in the world order
rampant in colleges and universities, it is small wonder
that the rest of soclety has been infected by 1t. Davies
pictures the situation thuss

° e L3 [ 4 L3 L]

1. Lindeman, op. cit., p. 287,
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In the motor-car, the internal-combustion engline,
we heave the symbol of the vast technological
revolution of our time, Dy which man 1is ceasing to
be the chief source of productive energy, with con-
sequences of profound significance to socieliye. «
The technological revolution of our time has
invested matter wiith a new value, which 1s proving
deadly to ithe spirit of man. « « In spite of the
acceleration of the progress of our civilization
to hell, it still requires an almost superhumanl
courage to challenge the domination of science.

However, the fault lies not in the methods of science nor
even in the direct results of science, but rather in the
use made of the results and in the obsession with the
results as ends in themselves. Even so, this false
philosophy of science 1is not the basic cause of the pre-
vailing materlalistic stendard of value. Davies goes

back to what he calls the "root sin of Western civilization.

~

e,

4

It is the enthronement of Man at the centre of 1i
2
being and thought."  The production of material goods,

together with the sclentific and technological efforts
to increase the quantity and the quallity of those goods,
is for the sole purpose of satisfylng the desires of
"deified Man."

The Church 1s not free from bleme either, for
if man has set himself up as the supreme value in the
universe, it 1s partially because the Church has falled to
present God asGod, a vital living FPerson and the only One

® ® .‘ . - L]

’

1. Davies, op. cit., pp. 13-14.
Z2e Ibid., pPe 23



worthy of belng the Supreme Value, and has falled to con-

vince the people of the reality of life beyond this time-

space world. One must egree with Loemker that "the
achievemenits of sclence and technology, of the arts, of

national pover and world-wlde economic sivructures, belng

more consplcious than is the experience of God, offer
1

!

for him.' In the same

0]

themselves as tempting subsitltute
vein, Carl Wallace Miller comments?

The man on the street may not be too much concerned
about the origin of the resources belng tapoved by
the sclentist, but he is tremendously ilmpressed by
the beneflts which accrue to him from these colossal
discoveries, and he cannot help making unfavoreble
comparisons between the claims of the church and the
actual achlievements of the secular-minded research

Worker.
Tven a superiiclial evaluatlion of the program of the church
revéals that it is not effectively coplng with the problem.
In referring specifically to the role of the church in
reducing crime, Cuber and Harper state that nolt only does
the church fall to reach half of t
let alone the criminal and potentielly criminal elements,
but 1t seems at a loss as to methods for increasing its
appeal and gives no indication of knowing how to reach the

3 .

criminel or potential criminal.

l. Spenn, op. cit., D 15.
2, Ibid., p. 58. |
3. Cuber and Harper, op. cit., p. 169.

he non-~criminal population,



D, TITumplications for the Individual Christian

Since the differences between the itwo value
standards are so clear-cut, according to bases and accord-
ing to results, and the materialistic standard is obviously
inferior, the only reasonable cholce for the Christian is

complete acceptance of the value standard tauvght by Jesus

and absolute adnerence to it in all areas of 1life. The

many. Tﬁe primary goal of the individual will be relatlion-
ship to God through falth in Jesus Christ, and his life
wlll be surrendered to the will of God. In his relations
to other men, his attitude will be that oi love and
selflessness and his actions will clearly reveal this. He
will possess material goods as & trust from God and will
use them only as means, realizing that thelr value is

1imited to the specific use of meeting the physical needs

Whether the individual be a professional
Christian leader, laborer, business man, scientlist, or
politiclan, his main concern will be the advancement of
the kingdom of God among men. This is true for two reasons:
first, because it 1s God's purpose for man that he be a

member of the divine soclebty and partake of the nature of

God, and second, because love for one's nelghior must
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result in the deslre Tor that perzon to have the best that

Py

is possible in 1life, which 1s, of course, fellowshlp with
God through faith in Jesus Christ. This is summed up in
Jesus's final 2nd great commission to the dlsciples:
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teachiEg them to
observe all that I have commanded yous
In carrying out this commission, the individual must pre-
gent God as God, the Supreme Value, but also a vitsl
1living Person active in the world in general and specifi-
cally in the 1ife of men and desiring that maen be related
to Him through falth in the atoning work of Jesus Christ,

~

and he must convince others of the reality of 1ife beyond

this physicel worlde.
E. Summary

According to bpases, the materialistic standard
of value is inferior to the value standard taught by
Jesus for two reasons primarily. The supreme value in the
former, man, is one of the lower values in the latter,
which holds thet God is the supreme value. Also, the
materialist limits men to physlcal life in the present
world of time and space, whereas Jesus in His teaching lay

4

before man the incomparably broader and higher potentiality

le Matt. 28:19-20.
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of heavenly life unlimited by time and spece.

P 3

The results of the two standards of value further

orove the inferiority of the materialistic standard. In
the present life, the standard taught by Jesus resulis in
love and peace among men, wWhereas adherence Lo the
materialistic standard results in 1life of an inferior
guality marked by greed and conflict. In the life-to-come

jy S 409,

only those who accept and live by ith
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that God 1g supreme wlll have eternal Tellowshlp with God,
and the materiallist will go to destructlon.
The most readlly given explanation fTor the

prevalency of the inferlor materialistic standard of

el

value 1s the sclentific and technological emphasis of

Tresent day, but the real reason is more basie than this

e
Q

and 1s treceable to the del ation of men for whom, as
well as by whom, . the scientific efforts ars made In

this matter those in the church are as muchh to blame as

are thoze outside the church, for 1f the church were
rvreaching & dynemlic message of & 1llving God and the reality
zand importance of the life after death, man would be less

o

likely to set himeself up as the supreme value.

The only path for the Christlen is complete

to be related to

D
O
]
®
(9]
o
O
]
Q
a
L
]
).J
u

(o
"‘5
.:‘
W
3
S}

3
O

(O]
}_J
)
-]
=
[»)
[0)



B8

-

God through faith in Jesus Christ zand to have his 1life

conform to the will of God. This goal will also he his

(8]

highest desire Tor his fellow man, first because 11 is

2 -

e for man that he bhe releted to God and

€5

God's purso:
secondly because such a desire For his fellow man 1s the

normal result of love.



CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION



CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY AWND CONCLUSION

A. Summary

This study was an investigation of the Gosvel

of Matthew with speclal emrhasis upon those portions con-

-

taining the oral teaching of Jesus 1n reg ard to values

[

-

the materialistic standard

wrh

71ith the purpose of evaluatin

("Q

of value in the light of Jesus' teaching.

The first step in approaching the problem was
to investigate the theory of value and to define the mate
riglistic standard of value, noting especlally the evidences
in present-day soclety.

Value 1s that cguality of an object or experience

Wwhich is apprehended in aovprecilation and which makes the

l,_.

experience o¥ object desirsble. In making a value jJjudgment,
an  individual shows that he considers one value a3 being

higher than another, or that he has a "standard of value"

o
X

with that which to him is most desirable at the top o
his standard. Value standards cre important bscause one's
moral behevior is determined by his value standard.

As defined in Chapter I, the materlalistic
standard of value holds as supreme the materlial well-being

he individual and the resulting accumulation and use

of material goods. That such a standard of value 1is

~T0=
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prevalent today in American society 1s obvious to even the
cagual observer, and more striking evidences of 1t are

revealed Dy & closer study of the fields of education,

sclence, politics, economics, and the major soclial problems.

Even the church has been infected by the materialistic
attitude and reflects 1t In its message as well as in 1is
attitude towards and handling of moterial goods.

Chapter II was a study of the Gospel by Hatthew,
wihich revealed that Jesus taught the standard of value
wnich mainteins that God the Father is the supreme value
and that other values follow in the order indlcated below:

God the Father
Jesus, as the Incarnation of the Father
The Kingdom of Heaven
Man (in the Kingdom)
Man (outside the Kingdom)
Material Goods

Thus, God, the supreme value, is the value from which all
other values stemn.
member of the kingdom of heaven, which is a value qérived
from God and His 3Jon, Jesus Christ, the XKinz. Material

N

goods possess value only in that they supply the cthysical

e is a value bscause he is a potential

needs of man, and are not to be sought as ends in themselves

but are to be used merely as means in serving & higher

value, mane.

Adherence to the standard of value taught by Jesus
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would have far-reaching effects in all areas o oclety.

[42]

o

The primary goal of man would be to be in fellowship with
God through felith in Jesus Christ, wnhich 1s the essence

of membership in the kingdor and his conduct in each
aree of life would be governed by thet relationship to the

supreme value and would manifest the love of man for man

because of man s prior devotion to God.
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standard taught oy Jesus, both according
according to results, 1t was evident that the materialistic

standard of wvalue 1s inferior to the value standard taught

o

present world of

tandard
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teught by Jesus resulis in love eand peace among men, bub
the meterialistic standard results in greed and conflict.
Usuelly the sclentiflc and technologicel

2

emphasis of the present day is blamed for the prevalsncy
of the inferior mesterialistic value standard, butl the more
basic cause ls the deification of man

whom the scientlific efforts are made. In this matter the

church must accept a large share of the blame, for if the
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preaching a dynamic message of a living God

and the reality and lmportance of life after death, and

n

ot
s
’_.J

1 meking such & message relevant to the present life,

man would not be so likely to set himself up as
mmmmevwnm

In view of these Tindings
hway open for the Christiant coaplete acceptance of

God as the supreme valus and absolute adherence to the

m

resulting value standard. His primery goal, both for
& < >

5

nimself and for his fellow man, should be to be relsted

1

to God through faith

BN

in the atoning work of Jesus Christe.

B. Conclusion
The essence of the concluslon of this study has
been stated in the previous ssction of this chepter and
more fully in Chapnter III. In the light of this situdy

the Christian caunnot but reallze the extreme importance

s
g

M

of living a 1ife ol complete devotion to God =an esus
Christ and striving for the advancement of the kingdonm
£ God among men, viewling all parts of life with a
heavenly verspective.

Further and more thorough study of this problem
is advisable and would be very profitable. A similar
approach could be -used in demonstrating the weaknesses of

materiallism as a philosophical systeme.
X X 7
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