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THE INFLUENCE OF THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH

UFON THE COPTIC CHURCH OF BGYPT

INTRODUCTION
As The Subject

l. The Subject Steted and Explained

The problem with which this thesis deals is that of discover=
ing what influence the Evangelical Church of ¥gypt has exerted over the
ancient Coptic Church which has been the National Church of Egypt since
the first century A. D. The Evangelical Church, which is the product of
Protestent missionary activity, has grown rapidly both in membership
and scope ever since it was founded about a2 century ago. This past cen=
tury has also brought a new awakening to the Coptic Church. It is the
purpose cof this thesis to try to establish: what bearing these two facts
may have on one another, and then to suggest what present or future re-
lationships could be developed between these two branches of the Church

of Christ which are working in the same geographicel area,

2¢ The Subject Justified

In these days of ecumenicity the eyes of the Christisn world
have been focusing with new interest upon all branches of the historic
Christian faithe The Church of the West has becomes aware es never bew
fore of the existence and the importence of the ancient Eastern Church
with all of her branches, whether orthodox or heretical. In this cen=

tury of extensive missionary activity on the part of the Western Church,
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problems have arisen as to the relationship between these‘two large
branshes of Christendom. What the Western Church considers as necessary
evengelization among those who are Christian only in name and tradition,
the Bastern Church regards as proselytizing and therefore strongly re-
gents. Many young indigenous Churches are now exieting side by side with
these ancient Churches and the problem of their relestionship to one anw=
cther is a present reality and one that needs to be solved in such a way
as to present to the nonwChristian world the greatest amount of unanimity
poseible, Therefore the problem of this thesis is very pertinent for
Christlsn lesders todey, particularly those interested in working in the
Kear Bast, the Middle Fast, or North Africe,vwhere these old Emstern

Churches heve their primery influence.

%+ The Subject Delimited

This thesis will desl with the Coptic Church only as it is
found in Egypt and not those branches of it which are located in the
Anglo=Fgyptian Sudan or in Ethiopia. The Evangelical Church mentioned
here refers primerily to the Protestant organization founded by the
United Presbyterian Mission in Kgypt, which, encompasses the great majore
ity of the Protestant Christians of the land. The study will be ocon-
fined to a survey of the history of the Coptic Church with an additional
enalysis of the way in which the Evangeliceal Gﬁurch has been responsible
for certain changes which have occurred in the last one hundred years.
No attempt will be made to trace the development of the Evangelical Church

a8 such, but only of its influence upon the Coptic Church.

Bs The Sources for the Study

The sources used Por this thesis include books on Church
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history, on the history of Protestant missions in Egypt, and on the
customs and social conditions of the modern Fgyptisns. Much use has
been made of the annual reporte of the Board of Foreign Miseions of
the United Presbyterian Church of North America. Whenever thie source
is utilized in the body of the thesis it will be designated in the
footnotes by the following ebbrevietion: U.. P..Annual Report, {date,
and page)s In addition pamphlets and periodicals dealing with present
Church life in Egypt and the ecumenical movement throughout the world

will be utilized,

Ce The Method of Procedure

The first ohapter sets the stage for the sctusl problem by
tracing the historical development of the Coptic Church prior to the
establishment of the Evangelical Churche The second chapter then disw-
cusses the relastionship that hes existed between the two Churches, the
reasons for this relstionship, and the results of it particularly in
reference to the Coptic Churche In closing it will attempt to give
suggestions a8 to the wisest procedure for the Evangelical Chureh to

follow in present and future relations with the Coptic Church.
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CHAPTER I
THE HISTORY OF"THE OOPTIC CHURCH OF HGYPT
UNTIL THE FORMATION OFTHE EVANGELIOAL CHURCH

A.. Introduction

Before one can comprphend/ with any degree of ad’équgcy the
kind and the extent of influence which the Evangeliecal Ghurchﬂi;mu had
upon the Coptic Church during this past century, it is necessary to
come t0 a general understending of the condition of the Coptic Church
at the time when the Evangelical Church was founded, and the reasons
for those conditions, In order to gain such an understending, it is
helpful to study the Ooptic Church as it has developed through history.
Therefore the following chapter will deal briefly with the historieal
factors which have proved most formative and fareresching in their
effects upon the life and character of the Church of Egypt from the

first century to the middle of the nineteenth.

B. The Coptic Church Beforé the Moslem Conguest

l. Her Beginninga

From the middle of the first century A. D. until the present
day, there has existed in Egypt a Christien Church known to the world
today as the Coptic Ghurchol According to seemingly well-established

*® & & & 0 o

l.. The title "Coptic" is a corruption of the Greek word for "Egyptian',
which is significant in that the Copts are, generally spesking, the
only true destendants of the ancient Egyptians. Ofe William Ho Worrell:
A Short Account of the Copts, 1945, pe viii,




tredition, this Church was founded by St. Mark in about 45 A.. D.,l when
he came to Egypt with the Apoetle Peter. It is believed that for a
time Peter and Mark lived in the Egyptian city of Babylon2 while Mark
wrote his Gospel with the purpose in mind of using it in the evangelw
ization of Qypt.j He then moved to Alexandris, where his first convert
was 8 shoemaker named Annianue. When Mark had to leave Egypt to return
to Jerusalem, he ordained Annienus as the first bishop of the Egyptian
Church and appointed three priests and seven deacons to assist him.

In 49 A..D,.Merk returned to Egypt,where for more than a decade he

controlled most of the affairs of the Ghurchc#

According to tradition, Mark was mertyred in 62 A. D.. on the
twenty=fifth of April, during the pagan feast to Serapis,which he had
openly denounsed as being idolatrous. The pagans were so maddened by
his denunciations, that they seized him, tied a rope around his neck

and dragged him through the streets in the triumphsl procession. in

>

honor of their goddess, Serapis, until finally he died, Annianus

was chosen as his successor and so became the first official Patrierch
of Egypte He was, according to Eusebius, "a man beloved of God and
admirable in sll things® and he ruled the Church for twenty=two years.6

* % & o & 4 @

le Of¢ Charles Roger Watson: Egypt and the Ohristian Orusede, pe. 101,

2o The Babylon referred to in I Peter 5:15 is believed to be the old
fortress city of Egypt, now known as Old Cairo, rather then the old
deserted city in Assyria. Ofe Ibid., po 1026

3¢ There is an Fgyptien tredition, not backed by real authority however,
that the Gospel of Mark was originally written in the Coptic language
and then translated into Greeke Ofe Montague Fowler:. OChristian
Egypt, Pe Je

4o Of, Biith L. F. Butcher: The Story of the Church in Hgypt, Vol. I,
Poe 21. . i

5¢ Mark was buried in the church at Baucalis,where for centurlies later
the eleotion of the Patriarchs took place by his tomb. Of. Fowler:
OPo 0it., pe 4,

6. Ofe Ibid.,,p.n6.




2+ Her Rise to Power
8. The Catachetical School of Alexandria

The Church of Egypt from its small but promising beginnings
in the first century under St. Merk grew to a thriviag organization
which ocontinued to expand until its influence was felt’ not only in
Egypt, but throughout the whole Roman Eupire. One reason for this
unusual growth can be traced to the strategic location and wmique
character of the clty of Alexandria. It was e wellwknown center of
Greek culture and learning, and as such had farereaching effects on
the life of the Church both for good and for evile. One beneficial
result was that from very early times the Church realized the imporw
tance of an intelligent, educated leadership, and in order te¢ secure
such leadership they established the first Christian theological:
schocl, Due to the influence of Greek philosophy this theological
school, known as the Uatechetical School:of Alexandria, aimed primare
ily at a philosophical understending of the Scriptures, which often
led to rather strange interpretations. As Schaff says, "Alexendrian
theology is intellectual, profound, stirring and full of fruitful
germa of thought, but rather unduly idealistic and spirituaslistio and
loses itself in arbitrary allegoricsl fanoies«' 1In spite of this
tendency, the school wielded a powerful influence for good during the
early centuriles,.

The first superintendent of the Catechetical School was a
converted Stoic philosopher, Pantaenus, who opened the school probably

® & o » 0o @+ @

1. Philip Schaff: History of the Christian Ohurch, Vol. II, pp. 778«780.
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about 180 A.B.} He was later sent es a mlssionary to India by the
Patrisrch, Demetrius, and left the school temporarily in the charge of
his famous pupil, Olement. Jist before the close of the second century,
Clement became the official superintendent of the school and earned the
distinction of being the "Father of Alexandrian Ohristisn Philosophy®.
He "united thorough Biblical and Hellenistic learning with genius and
speculative thought. His theology is a confused mixture of true Chries
. tian. elements with many Stolic, Platonic, and Phiionio 1ngredienta.“2
Clement was followed by his even more famous pupil, Origen.
Unlike his two predecessors, Origen had been brought up from boyhood in
the Ohristien faith,.and he received his early training st the Catae
chetical School, where he too adopted the philosophical theology of his
time, To Origen cen be {raced the beginnings of extreme ssceticism
vhich later on took a disproportionate hold on the people of Egypt and
resulted in the monastic system. Origen refused to own +two garments
at once, went barefoot all year, ate only the poorest of food, for a
time did:ipot allow himself even the pleassure of studying literary sube
jects which he loved, and finally went so far es to emssculete himself,
This final act of asceticism greatly disturbed the Patriarch, Demetrius,
because according to general practice and opinion it made Origen ine
eligible for the prieathood.§ Later Origen was ordained a priest in
Caesarea contrary to Demetrius' wishes,which resulted in his exile.

o & & o o+ 0 0

1,01'.‘ Ibid.,‘,po, 780Q

24 Butcher: ope cite, peo 43,

3+ The Ovptic Church hae always strongly encoursged a married priestw
hood though the Patriarchs and bishops ere to be unmarried. Of,
Ibide, Do 2%,

4. CPe Ibid., pp.~69¢71.
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In spite of the fact that Origen was exiled from Egypt and
even branded as a heretic because of some theological inaccuracies
which arose from his allegorical approach to the Scriptures, he was
very influential in the Churchs His humble spirit and deep desire to
understand the Seriptures made up for his insccurascies, and his conw
tribution to the Church through his exegetical weer was of great value,
People rallied around him end even centuries aftsr his death snyone who
oriticized Opigen wes. anathems to the Ohristians of Bgyptel

The Catechetical School in Alexandries reached itz pinnacle
of fame under the leadership of Clement and Origen, but it continued
t0 thrive until the early part of the fifth century. Its contribution
cannot be overestimated, for it provided the Church with most of iﬂs
outstending saints and scholars during thet period. When it was moved
to Pamphylia during the Patriarchate of Theophilus in about 412 A. D.,

the way was opened up for chaos, confusion and degradation to set in.2

be The Era of Martyrs
Because of their remote position in relstion to the center
of the empire at Rome, the Church orligypt escapeéd persecution until
the early years of the third century during the reign of Septimus
Severns.5 The school in Alexandrie had to close for awhlile and there
were many martyrs including Leonides, Origen's father.4 A flew years

o & & & & o o

le. Ofe Schaff: Vole Ilo., Ope Cite,, PPe T93=T94,

24 OPc Butcher: ope Cite,, pe 2724

30-0f¢ Watsons:: ops 0ite, De. 102,

4, Origen, who was a teenwager at the time, became so filled with
fanatical zeal that he planned to offer himself as & martyr also,
but was resirained by his mother who hid his clothes until he had
given up the idea, Of. Schaff: opo cite, Pe 7864
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later Origen himself was the butt of pagan hatred but he alwsys man=
aged to escape martyrdom.

Again in 250 A..D..the great persecution under Deciue broke
oute BSome Ohristians recanted their faith and sacrificed to idols, but
many more remeined true to their Lord and were masaacred.l

8o throughout the third century there were scattered perse-
cutions in Egypte MNost of these were severe while they lasted, but
they were fairly brief, However, in 305 A..D.. Bgypt came in for such a
devastating eiege of persecution under the emperor Dioccletian that it
has named this period "The Era of the Martyrs",and their ochurch calenw
dar is dated Pfrom the year of his accession to the throne in 284 A.. n.2
This persecution was ushered in by a series of three edicts, which de=
clared that all Chriestian churches were to be demolished, 2ll coples of
the Bible burned, and all Christians deprived of public office or civil
rightse This last edict made ell Christiane liable to torture and outw
rage, for they were no longer protected by the oivil suthoritiess Dio=
cletients son end successor, Maximian, shortly after this issued a
fourth édict s even more severe than the others, which required that ell
people sacrifice to the gods on pain ;of deathe In 308 A. D. he forced
the issue to the extreme of commending that all food in the markets be
sprinkled with sacrificial wine so thet the Christiens were forced to
a decision between apostiesy and starvation.5 Again meny recented, but
thousands were made to work as slaves in the stone querries or lost

® ¢ & 9 @ &

1, Ofe. Butchers: ope cite, ppe 77=78.
24 Ofs.Watson: ope cite, . pe 105,
%o Ofe Sohaff: oOpe Cite,. ppe 56w68,
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1 this continued until.

their lives after enduring unspeskeble torturese
Constentine issued in 313 A, D. the Edict of Toleratione

The persecution not only depleted the Church in numbers and
robbed it of valuable leadership, but also it gave rise to many inter=
nal conflictss Those who did not recant their faith tended toward exe
treme fanaticism and intolerances Many offered themselves as martyrs,
Cthers suffered a great deal for their faithe Quite nsturally a con=
tempt and hatred arcse in them toward the meny who had become apostate.
At the close of each period of persecution large numbers of those who
had been faithless repented of their cowardice and wanted to return to
membership in the Ohurche. The struggle that emsued over this matter
gave rise to the Meletian and Donatist schisms,which further weskened
the Church,2

In spite of all this, the Chureh of FEgypt meintasined its
position of influence throughout the Christian world for nearly a

century and a half following the Era of Martyrse.

ce.The Ariasn Oontroversy
The Egyptian Church had little time te recover from the
devastation of the Diocletian persecution before it wes torn from withe

in by heresy. There arose during the persecution an ultrs form of

spirituality which produced unfavorable reactions in meny of the people}

One of these people was a presbyter of Alexandries named Arius, who began

¢ & & & s ¢ 0

1, The methods of torture during this period were perhaps the most bar=
barous in all of history. Peéople were torn epart, burned, dragged
through the streets, hung by one fool snd upside down from a tree etce
Cfe.Butcher:: ope ¢it., pe 129,

2e¢ Ofe.Schaffs. ope ¢lte, pe 197

%e.Cfo Butchers:: OPe Oit., Pe 1“5.
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to propagate the doctrine thet Jeésus wee not divine but humen. He gained
~ 8 great following largely because of his plessing personality and perw
suasive powers, The old Patriarch, Alexander,. and. his young sesistent,
Athenasius, did all they could to refute this heresy and prevent the
spread of his influence, In 321 A. D.,a council in Alexandria deposed
and excommuniceted him snd he was forced to leave EgypteAriis' influence
however spread through Syria end Palestine and soon became a matter of
concern throughout the empire, Finally it came to the attention of the
emperor, Oonstantine.]' who called the first ecumenical council at Niceea
in 325 A..D..in order to settle the metters® At this famous counoil,
due to the brilliant efforts of Athanasius, who headed up the orthedox
party, Arius wes anathematized and banished, BEveryone felt that this
would end the controversy, but actually the siruggle was continued for
ten years:between Arius end Athanasius, and then st the death of Arius,
became a duel between the Roman BEmperor and the Petriarch of Alexandria“.a

The emperor, Cénatentius, favored Ariusk and so by political
intrigue an Arian Patriarch was placed in Alexandrla., The HRgyptien
Church remeined loyal to Athanasius, who was then Patriarch though he
had been forced to flee the country, and refused to recognize the Arian
appointees Athanssius was deposed and exiled several times because of
false accusations made egainst him by Arius and his followerse Each
time he wae able to return in {riumph after his exile and was enthu=

0. o o s o s o

1. The Bmperor Constentine in the beginning favored Arisnism but swung
over to the orthodox side during the Council of Nicaeas.

2¢ Of, Schaff:. ope. Cite, pe 6520,

3, Of, Butcher:: ope cite, pp. 146=147,

4, Busebia, Constentius' wife, was an Arisn and greatly influenced her
husbend 's opinion in the controversys.
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siastically weloomed by the people. Since the Romen Emperor was so in=
volved in the whole conflict, it gradﬁally moved from the realm of the~
ology or doctrine into the area of politicse In fact after the death
of Athanasius in 375 A. D., the primary concern of the Church of Egypt
became the meintenance of her ecclesiastical supremacy.l

For a time after the death of Athenasius, the Arians actually
geined control of the Church in Alexandria and they severely persecuted
those of the orthodox faiths The Ruperor Valens, who reigned from 364«
378 A. D., encouraged such persecution. because he too was Ariane. However,
his successor, Theodosius I, was a strong supporter of Nicene theology
and in 380 A. D. he issued en edict requiring hie subjeots to accept
the orthodox positione Thim the controversy came to an end at last

with orthodoxy viotorious.2

3¢ Hor Decline and Separation:

2s The Rise of Monasticism

The effeet upon the Egyptian Church of the long drawn =out

struggle against Arianism was far from beneficial even though it ended
in outward victory. Many of the most spiritually sensitive leaders of
the Church became discouraged and disgusted at the political intrigues
indulged in by both sides, end were drawn more and more frequently to
retreat into places of solitude where they could concentrate upon spir-
itual matters unhempereds Meny of them also firmly believed that the
lest days were at hand, because of the presence of Arius, whom they con=

sidered to be the Anti~Christe They lost their concern for the world

*® © 0 o & o o

1. Of, Watson:: ope Cite, po 106.
2, Of..Schaff: ope cits, pe 638.
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and for social conditions and flocked by the thousands into reumote
desert caves and monasteries.‘

Egypt hed always been a land where asceticism thrived. E&ven
in pagen days there had been priests of Serapis who were monks , and
Greek Stoics who were escetics. BHven early Uhristien leaders such as
Origen had practiced extreme asceticism but had remsined in contact
with normel society life. Then during the great era of persecution,
Church lesders had been forced by circumstances to flee to the desert
for safety. Ih this way gradually holiness becaxe associated in their
minds with desert hideout3¢2

At first only a few men went to the desert and took up life
there as hermits. The first of these, sccording to tradition, was St.
Peul of Thebes, who retreated into the desert during the Diocletian
persecution and discovered there & little grotto having & epring and
a palm tree. Here he is believed to have lived on & loaf of bread
brought to him each day by a raven, until he wes 112 years old. St.
Anthony, another famous hermit,3 was greatly revered even in his lifew=
time. He came to Alexandria during the severe persecution under
Maximian in 311 A..D., in the hope that he would be martyred, but the
éuthorities were afraid to do him any harms. In 351 A. Ds, he returned
as an old men to testify in favor of Athenasius in his conflict with
Arius, end in a few days he converted more people than the Church hed
geined in & year.

. & & * 3 © »

le OF. Schaff:: ope. Cite, ps 620,

2. OFf, Schaffi Vole III, pps 154=155.

Z, St. Anthony is known se the "Father of Anchoritisn", which is a
brench of monastic life in which esch monk lives in his own soliw
tary cell as a hermit, and not in & group within a monastery.
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Due to the great influence of these few hermits, the desire
to escape from the moral corruption of society in the Romen empire, and
the warm,dry climate of the land, the principle of monmsticism took
root with unusual force in Bzypte In fect the actusl numbers of those
who took monastic vows of one kind or another is inecredible. For example,
~ the city of Oxyrhynchus alone claimed to have 10,000 monks and 20,000
nuns living in it at one time. In the Arsinoite nome, the whole popu=
lation were under monsstic vowuol

The result of such wholesale retirement from the world was
spiritual suicide for the Church for several reasons. In the first place,
the most consecrated of the Church leaders became monks due to their deep
desire to develop the holiest life possible. This robbed the Church of
those who could have given her prayerful, Christecentered guidence. Posim
tions of importesnce were seized upon by corrupt and selfish men who often
used them for personsl aggrandizement.z Secondly, the monastic system,
contrary 4o the way it developed in Europe, produced centers of extreme
ignorance, Studying was considered a worldly interest and therefore was
abolished, so that superstition and fenaticism had free reign.5 From
this superstition grew their exaggerated concepts of Mary, the nainta,
dsmone, visions, miracles and so forth which nearly eclipsed their
basic orthodox beliefs. Aleo a falee sense of values wes produceds For
instance, cleanlineses was rsgarded &8s a luxury so that filth becams e
virtues Men lost their sense of responsibility toward their femilies,
their Church, and their nation in their concern for their own soulse.

o & & o & °- 0
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And finally it developed the false concept of a works-religion, for they
felt that all this self=torture and self-denial was their only way of

geining eternal 11fe.1

be. Heresises Within the Church
In addition to the great losses suffered by the Church through
persecution end through the mass retreats of the people into monastic
living, heresy and dissension took their toll;; especially during the
fourth and fifth centuriess The great theological matter under discus=
sion during that period centered around the person of Christ with His
divine and human natures, The Alexandrian School of Theology, because
of its philesophicel and mystical interest, tended to become so specu=
lative that the human nature of Christ was practically forced out of
the éictureo The Antiochian School of Theology on the other hend went
too far the other way, so that Christ was thought of as being only humn.
So from these two sources arose & chain of heresies which did much harm
to the cause of Ghriét in the whole eastern section of the Roman empire;z
Arienism wes the first of these heresies and it leaned so far
toward the humen side that Apollinsrienism gréw up in reaction to it.
This heresy wes widewspread in Syria and Pslestine but didnbt cause too
much confusion in Egypt. However, when Nestorius started a reaction in
the other direction again, Egypt was definitely involved in the sonflict,
Nestorius and his ideas gained a grest followinge. The Patriarch of
Alexandria, Oyril, who was ambitious to assert his influence in the
- Church at large and who was unscrupulous end radicel in his methods,

¢ & o 9 o 0 0
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took up the cudgels sgainst Nestorienism and did all he could to pers
suade the Emperor to call another ecumenical council to settle the disw~
pute.. He gained his end in 431 A, D. when the First Council of Ephesus
convened. Oyril arrived in BEphesus with huge groups of supporters mesde
up of monks, bishops, and famous hermite,. There were so many, in fact,
thet Nestorius refused %o attend for fear of his life, g0 held his own
council in which he snathemstized Oyril.. Cyril also brought large sums
of money to be used for bribes, There was & grest deal of +violence

o but finelly

shown throughout the council by way of riots and mobs,
Oyril emerged victorious and NHestorius was excommunicated,

Again BEgypt peid dearly for her victory,. for the Monophysite
heresy, which held that in the incernstion the humen nature was trans=
muted into the divine so that Christ hed only one nature, had its Pounw
dations laid at this time. Cyril, in his zesl against the Nestorians,

had gone too far once moress.. This new heresy eventually precipitated

1
the seperation of the Egyptian Church from the rest of Christendom.”

co. The Monophysite Hereey
In order to understand fully the sequence of events which
heve had such fersrsaching effects upon the Sgyptian Chureh ever since
the middle of the fifth century, it is necessary to examine the politiw
cal issues as well as the doctrinal ones which were at stakes During

the second to the fifth centuries, three . ecclesiesstical centers of

e & 5 & & r u

1, Most of the riots were caused by members of a Church guild in Egypt,
called the Parebolani, who were noted for insubordinetion and riotous
behavior, Oyril evidently had brought quite 2 nuwber of these parabo=~
lani for the express purpose of gaining his ends by force if need be,
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%as CPs. Watson:: ops cite, pe 109,




ﬁlhﬂo

authority hed grown up: Rome, Constantinople, and Alexandria, Since
these had developed through natural circumstence rether than through
the arbltrary designation of suthority by some ecclesiastical body,
there were no set boundaries within’which their power wss to be cone
finede As the Church grew in size and expanded over larger areas, this
question of authority became an importemnt problem and began to usurp
the position of primeoy in the motives of the various "Popes!, Because
of his location in the capital city of the empire and his close eonnec=
tions with the Emperor, the Pope of Rome ceme to have a primacy of honor
over the other two. However ,in ectusl influence during those early days,
both Alexandria and Constantinople overshadowed Rome because they were
much closer to the centers of 6hristian activitye Nevertheless ,slowly
the Romen Patriarch asserted his authority as supreme until it reached

8 peak in the hands of lLeo the Great,who,28:head of the Roman See at

the time of the Monophysite controversy, wes determined to make Rome
supreme in power as well as in honor. In addition, the second ecumeni-
cal council hed declared that Constantinople wes to be second in honore
Therefore,the Alexandrian Petrierch wes supposed to wield the least
amount of authority and be subordinated to the other two. Although
this was the presoribed hierarchy, in practice the Alexandrian "Pope®
exercised authority equal to thet of Rome and greater than that of Con=
stantinople, For instence no "Pope® in Alexandria had ever been deposed
by the combined forces of Rome and Constentinople, though Rome and Alexe
andria, and on one occcasion Alexandria alone, had deposed some of the
Patrierche of Constantinople., Therefore,the Alexandrien Patriarch was

very jeslous of his freedom and resisted any attempt et subordinstion

on the part of Rome or Constantinoples 8o the biggest issue in the
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Mbnophyaite‘controveray centered not upon doctrine but uponnthe problem
of nationel primscy and freedomol |

The dcctrinel diffieculty arcse through an almost unknown Chureh
official from Constantinople, named Eutychus, who had followed in Cyrills
footsteps in overemphasizing the deity of Chriet and underplaying His
humenitye. Flavian wes at that time the Patrlarch of Constantinople and
therefore had jurisdiction over the heretics Ancther Church official,
Busebius from Dorylaeum, brought an accusation to Flavian against Buty=
chus on the charge of heresy, and influenced Flavian to depose Eutychus
and excommunicate hime Butychus then appealed both to Rome and to Alex—
endria for recognition. Dioacurus,2 who was then Patrisrch of Alexandria,
wermly supported his cause, his motive in doing so being the desire to
assert his authority in contradiction to that of Flavian, who had too
little power to do anything about the situations. Before Leo the Greet
bhad time to answer Eutychus, due to delay in the meils, Diocscurus took
affairs into hie own hands and arranged a second council at Ephesus to
be held in August of 449 A, D. to discuss the question. Dioscurus'
highwhanded way of handling the situstion 8o angered Lec thet he re~
fused to ettend the council and later dubbed it the "Council of Robbers®
beceause of the violence shown th.ereo5 Indeed this council proved to be

a disgrace to Christendom in meny ways. All semblence of order dis

appeared and discussion degenerated into a shouting conteat in which
Dioscurus wone. The council absolved Butychus end re~insteted him as a

& o & & & o o
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2+ Dioscurus followed Oyril as Patriarch and proved to be even more
unscrupulous then his predecessor,
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presbyter, but Dioscurus wasnot setisfied with thet but went to the
extreme of deposing both Busebius and the Patriarch, Flavianol This
nistake caused ¢ riot in the course of which Flavien was 8o beaten and
kicked by certain of Diocscurus' followers that he died three days lataroz

In this turx; of events Leo the Great saw his golden oppor=
tunity to crush the authority of the Patriarch of Alexandria and to
strengthen his vown positione.. Dioscurus, by allying himself with Eutye
chus, had moved out of the circ¢le of‘the orthodox falth and had been at
least partially to blame for the death of Flavien, and these two factors
were sufficient to condemn him. Thereferq,when 8 new emperor, Iehrcién,
spscended the throne, Leo exerted his influence to persusde him to ¢all
another ocouncil 4o reconsider the decision made at &)hesua? S0 in
451 A. D..a council convened at Ohalcedon which turned out to be another
tumultuous affeir. The outcome was that all Rutyochiens (or Monophysites)
were declared heretics and as such were to be banished from the empire
and their writings burned. Diecscurus, of course,was deposed and banished
with the rest and amezingly enough he accepted his fate with resignation
and did nothing to dispute it.h

The Church of Ezypt ,however”,did not accept the decision of the
‘Council with any such resignation, With one voice they rose to the de=

e o0 000 e

1, Even some of Dioscurus' own bishops begged him not to penalize a
Patriarch for the misdeeds of one of his presbyters. However,suc=
cess evidently had gone to Diosocurus® head and he would:not listen
to reason.

2¢ Ofo Bochaffs: Vole, I1I., ope Gite, pe 7595 also Ofe Walter Adeney:
The Greek and Bstern Churches, pe. 98¢

3+ The Emperor Theodosius II' was in power at the time of the "Coumocil
of Robbers® and he favored Dioscurus against Leo not on doctrinal
grounds but because of Leo's disrespect towards him in refusing to
attend the council.

4o Of, Butcher: ope cite., ppe 298=300.
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fernse of their Patriarch end declared that whatever he felt to be true
wes law to them also. They considered themselves excommunicated with
him, Very few understood the intricacies of the theology involved, but
that wes of little consequence,for to them it was & question of patriotw
ism and netional honor, not of doctrine,

For two years nothing wes done in the way of selecting s new
Patriarch, for the Bumperor hoped that in thet time the antagonistiec
feelings would die down, However,even the appointment of Preoterius,
who had been selected by Dioscurus to be in cherge during his abeence,
caused a general outbresk because of his professed allegiance to +the
Chelcedon decisione In fact only fourteen bishops supported him, while
all the rest of the Church rmiﬁed loyal to their banished Patriesrche.
Finally in 454 A, D..Dioscurus died and three years later the people
chose their own successor to him who rivaled the Patriarch set up by
the Byzantine Bmperore. From thet time on there was a division in the
national Church in Egypte A small section owed allegiance to the Greek
Orthodox Church and the REmperor at Constantinople, whilekthe other rew
mained independent of the rest of Ohristendome The latter division ie
what is today called the Coptic Ohurch of Egypt and it has alweys coms

manded the loyalty of the great majority of the Egyptian Christians.)

Ce. The Coptic Church During the Middle Ages

1+ The Moslem Conquest
2+ The Oondition of the Church
The beginning of the seventh century found the Egyptian Church

o & & & ¢ & »
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at 2 very low ebb spiritually, just at the time when they needed strength
as never before to meet the rising threat of Islam which started in Arabie
and quickly spread over all of the territory east of Egypte. The factor
which played the mmjor part in preparing the way for the Moslem invesion
was the presence of two conflicting Christian groupsi: the National Church
and the Greek Orthodox or Byzantine Church. HEach had her own Patriarch
and creed, yet both professed the same Lorde The spirit of antagonism
end rivelry between them couldnot have been greater if one of them had
been of en entirely different faith.;

The Netional or Coptic Church, although much larger in numbers,
wes politically subordinate to the Byzantine Churche Through secular
channels end suthorities this smeller Church did much to persecute the
Netional Churche In fact their Patriarch hsd to live in the desert in:
hiding much of the time and could come out only by stealthe In addition
the Netional Church lost most of her endowment, for she was no longer
the State Church and all of the revenuee from her ancient endowments
were paid over to the Byzantine Patriarch. Many of her church buildings
were claimed as state property also and were therefore given to her
rivals PNMeturally all this caused deep resentment in the National Church
and she longed for some means of reprisal cor at least of daliverance.z

The breach between the two Churches was further widened by the

fact that Greek fell into disuse among the bulk of the people, The Byzan=
tine Church retained the Greek langusge, but the Natiocnsli Church transe

o 9 0. 06 0 o &

le The National Church took the color green ae their symbol, while the
Byzantine Church rallied around the cclor blue. The intense hatred
between the greens and the blues became so notorious that the colora
were used to denote opposing teams in the chariot races of the day.

‘ Cfe Ibids,.pe 3286
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lated their liturgies into the Coptic language.rt The impoverishment
of the Church and the loss of the Greek language ceused a groater de-
¢line of learning sc that superstition took great hold on the people..
Vonasticiam still flourished and in spite of the fact that the monae
steries were centers of sbysmal ignorence, they still had great in-
fluence over the Churche A demonstration by the monks was sufficient
in most cases of itself to change Church policye

Thus the Church had degenersted from a powerful politicel.
force with intelligent, consecrsted leadership, into a heretical,
segregated and persecuted group who had lost their vision and purpose
in thelr violent hatred of their rivals and theilr mistaken ideess of

holiness,

be The Attitude of the Copts Toward the Moslem Invasion

If one were to open the pages of history directly to the
story of the Moslem invesion of Egypt without knowing any of the pre=
ceding annals of the nation's history, one’s reaction would probably
be thet of amazed contempt for a people and s Church which could stend
by and watch apathetically and with complete indifference as a foreign:
power with a different faith swept over their country. It seems ine
credible untili one can see all the factors involved.

In the firet place,.the members of the Nétional Church had
never been permitted to be in the Imperial troops and so they had no

knowledge of fighting skills. BSeveral times the Church had risen in

0 & o & & ¢ @

1, The Coptic languege is a modified form of the ancient Egyptian.
vernacular written in Greek letters with a few necessary additional
symbols, It was developed by the Ohristian Church sometime between
2500350 A.D..for use in teaching peaseants who lknew no Greek., Cf,
Worrellis opo.Cite, ppe 68,
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revolt againet the tyranny of the Byzantine authoritieal, but each
time they had failed to gain their freedom. Barbsrous measures were
used to try to stamp out these rebellions so that finally they learned
thet 1t was hopeless to try to shake off the yoke of bondage by them=
selves, Therefore,they welcomed help from anyone who would give them
deliverance from these enemies they had suffered under for so longo2

It is elso apparent that the Church was feirly ignorant as to
who the Moslems were and what they atobd fors, They knew thet they were
monetheists and religious reformers, and there was none of the ingrained
hatred toward Moslems as toward the Greek Orthodoxe They had no great
petriotic loyalty for their country, so a change of rulera was no calam=
ity to thems They looked on p;ssively no£ directly siding with either
party but leaving things to the judgment of Geds And so in December of
641 A..D.. Bgypt became a Moslem-controlled country and hse remained so
ever eineeo5

Yet strangely enough, the first part of the Moslem regime
was. a2 time of relesse for the National Church. Amr ebn Ass,. their
congueror and first Moslem Emir, evidently realized the importance of
conciliating the Church, for when a precession of monks came in. to
Alexandria to ask him for a guarantee of their safety, he drew up a
charter which gave them considerably more freedom then they had under

Byzantine rule, He promised not to appropriate or destroy any Ohrise
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le The most famous of these revolts wes called "The Revolt of the Three
Brothers® and was led by the brothers: Abaskiron, Menas, and Jemes
against the Imperial party in 582 A. D. For some time they were
successful, but eventually they too were defeated, Ofs Butcher:
ODe cite., PPe 528'*558Q
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tien churches or to interfere with their religious affairs as long as
they would pay tribute to him and live peaceably under his rule.l He
slso allowed the Patriarch to return to ¢ivilization and go about his
work openly. In fact the only deed he did which was definitely detrie
mentel to the Church was the bﬁrning of all the books from the famous
library in Alexandria, and this was done at the command of his superior,
the Celiph 0mar.2 Nevertheless:;, this respite wee short lived and soon
the National Church discovered how great a mistake they had made in not
resisting the invesion.of Islam, and they have had to pay dearly for

this mistake ever since.

2¢ The Suffering of the Church Under Saracen Rule
as The Ressons for Moslem Persecution

Although at first the Moslem invaders: practiced amazing leni=
ency with the Nationel Church, In the long run they were unsble +to
reconcile the claims of Egyptian nationaliem with their own purpose of
world domination, Therefore,as soon ae the Church in any way stood in
their way, they didnot hesitate to cut it down..

At first their persecution was directed primarily at the
Church leaders with the motive of gaiﬁing as much of <the wealth of
the Church as possible in order to finance their regime and line their
own pocketse They would arrest the Patriarch and relesse him only af-
ter he had promised to collect ten to twenty thousand pieces of gold
a8 ransom money. Several of the Patriarchs had to go on extensive

® &6 & & ¢ 9 O
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2, Omar's comment when asked ebout the books was: "If the books agree
with the Koran then they are superfluous; if they differ from it
they ere pernicious. Therefore all should be burned.”
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begging tours to raise the money.l

Another reason for persecution arose from the jealousy of
Moslem workers over the fact that so many Ohristiens held government
office positions, This was due 4o the great superiority of education
and business ability found among the Christiens which made their ser=
vices indispensable even though unapprecisted. Often it wes their own
overbearing attitude and sssumed superiority of action which brought
persecution upon thems In 1500 A..D, the Moslem Vizir, El Maghrib,
saw & Christian official riding a beautiful horse in style down the
street but lgnoring or actively repulsing the crowd who followed him
begging for his helpe This so angered the Vizir that he enacted laws
which would forcibly prevent any Christian from heving so much wealth
and preatige.2 Their ability #s artisans was alsoc envied and made the
butt of persecution till finally their skill venished,

Friction within the Church or between the two great divisions
of the Church in Bgypt often brought persecution wupon the Christians.
Cne party would bring charges to the Moslem authorities against the
other and these excuser were readily seized upon by the government and
used against the Churche. For instance in 742 A. D the Greek Church
sent an illiterate needle meker nemed Paul to the Moslems to accuse
the Coptic Church of having dishonestly acquired property by felsely
representing themselves e&s being the National Church of Rgypte The
Caliph was glad for thie opportunity to confiscate much of the Church

property.5 Agein in 1012 A, D, John, & priest of the Nationel Church,
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wanted to be consecrated a bishop but was turned down by the Patriarch,
Zacharies, because he was not fit for the position. In revenge he apw
pealed to the Emir Hakim, who imprisoned Zachariasl and soon afterwards
began a new persecution of the whole Ghurchaa

Several times the Copts revolted against Moslem authority,
but agein as had been the cese under Byzantine domination, they failed
because of their ignorance of fighting methods and their lack of equipw
mente With each revolt came inevitably a pitiless retribution of such
ferocity that no attempt at gaining their liberty was made after 831
A, D.5 They did at times revenge themselves on the Moslems by firing
mosgques , palaces and private Moslem houses.

In all of these iesues, religious differences were not the
real motivating factors behind the persecutions, though in almost every
case they were cited ae the provocation for them, until finally the
average Moslem peaseants beceme so fenstical that they persecuted the

Ohristiens without any need for a particular motive other than religion.

bas Types of Moslem Persecution

As was stated above, the first type of persecution was dew
signed primarily to bleed the Church éf its wesltih both in terms of ite
gold and its other veluable possessions. When prominent Church leaders
were imprisoned or sentenced, the Church would have to bail them out at
considerable coste When & new Patriarch was consecrated, great sums
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1, There are both Ohristian eand Moslem authorities who testify to the
fact that twice Hakim threw Zacharias to the lions but they mede no

move to harm him,
2s Ofo Butcher: The Story of the Church in Bgypt, Vole. II., ppe 22«24,
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were demandeds This often caused them great hardship, as for instance
in 849 A. D, when the Petriarch Michael II was installed, They were
forced to sell some of the Church plate in order to pey for his consow
cration, and then he died in little over a year leaving the Church with
a new obligation to meet before the old debt wes paid off.} In faect
the Church became so impoverished that the golden plate used in cele=
breting the sacraments all hed to be sold and replaced by wood or other
cheap materials. Heavy taxes were levied on all Christians under variw
ous pretexte, and when they were uneble to pay them, their c¢hildren

| were sold into slaverye They had to pay a poll tax in order to be ex=
empted from the army which they were forbidden to join anyway, Bn¥ia1
fees were demsnded for ell Christisn dead, even those martyred by the
Moslems, and the property of the mertyred Christians was seized by the
Euire. All monks were brended in order that they could be taxed an ex«
tra gold piece and all bishops paid exorblitant fees as high as 2,000
gold pieces in 704 4, D.2 Besides enriching themselves from the poce
kets of the Christisns, they enriched their mosques and publie buildings
with merble pillars, erches, and other ornate objects pilfered from Cop=
tic Churchess. Many Churchea were comﬁletely demolished to provide these
valuable materials,

The persecutions were not confined,however;to the economic
sphere but soon encompassed almost every imsginable phase of lifes The
people endured grest physical suffering andvthousands of martyrs were
added to their record. Often these persecutions were controlled merely
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by the whims of.thn ruling Bmir. Since those changed very fapidly, the
Christians were never certain of what to expect from thems A number of
times there were officlal decrees giving the Moslems the legal right to
mutilate, blind and kill all Ohristiens. In the fourteemth century,
one of these periods of unhinderéd massacre was carried out to such sn
extent that/finally the King of Spain intervened in behalf of the Chris-
tiane even though they were a heretical offshoot of the Catholie Ghurch.l
Copts were bhesten and robbed with no provocation, and o¢ivil law did
nothing to protect themes One of the favorite means of punishing them
for some misdemesnor was 4o cut off their hands, and sometimes +their
feet as well. BSo the Coptie Church for the greater part of eight ocen=
turies were subject to outrage and maseecre to such an extent that even
a8 early as the ninth century they had been reduced to a small minority
group in their own country e that land which at one time had been al=~
most totally Christian.

Those who escaped martyrdom suffered other kinds of persecu-
tion which were intended to humiliete and undermine their morale more
then anything. In 849 A. Do edicts were issued stating thet no Ohris=-
tien woman could wear a girdle which §as a symbol of fémininity, while
the men were required to wear theme Certain presoribed colors of
clothing end of turbans were required of the Christians which set
them apart from the rest of the populetionaz For a.while they were
required to have patches of another color st least four inches long
sewn somewhere on their clothinge At various times they were forced
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to wear heavy wooden crosses around their necks and to ring s bell
when they ehtered a public bathe Ohristians were forbidden to ride
eny animal other than an ass or a mule and at times this regulatiom
was made even more stringent by requiring that they always ride so es
to face the enimel's tail. Specially marked saddles, wooden stirrups,
end rope bridles completed the pictures Christians were often branded
or tattooed,so that they could not pass themselves off as Moslems end
thus avoid all of these regulations.l

Church activities were also curtailed in ingenious wayse
Oroeses were forbidden in thelr services, no processions were allowed,
and they were forbidden to celebrate the Christien festivals. In order
to prevent the service of communion, laws were passed forbidding the
growing of grapes end the selling of wines The Christians circumvented
this law by imporiing raisins from Itsly and soaking them in water +to
get a type of wine.2 Also for a time even baptism services Wy the Nile
were outlawed while sacred vessels were stolen from the churches and
moﬁasteries and sold in the market place.

Many miscellaneous persecutions were instituted for shorter
periods of time., All Christian houses were required to put the figure
of an mpe, a dog, or a devil over the door, which in those days of deep
superstition must have proved a real trial, Graves had to be left unw-
marked.3 Many of the people were forced into slave labor in the ala=

baster and stone quarries or elsewhere. In 768 A. D. even the Patriarch
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1, The custom of tattooing & cross upon the inner wrist is still very
common among the Christians in Egypt today, but it is now done veol-
untarily and is considered a marking to be prowd of.

2+ Cf. Butcher: Vol, I, ope ¢it., ppe 449=i51,
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end severasl of his bishops were made convict laborers in the docks of
Alexandrie for a year, lLaws were often mede preventing Christians from
holding any public office, but these repeatedly had to be repealed bes
cause of the greast need for competent officials which were found mostly

emong the Christiens,

3¢ The Uondition of the Ohurch es the Result of Moslem Conquest
ee Her Cultural Condition

At the time of the Moslem invesion in 641 A, D., the Copts
were far from what they had been during the height of their power in
the days of Origen and Athanasiuse. Nevertheless,the country wes almost
completely Christian, in name at leasty the Church waes moderately pros=
perous; the peasants were successful farmers to some degree; the Pat~
riarchs and bishops were for the most part sducated, though not alwaye
a8 consecrated as they should heve been; and the Church services were
conducted in the Coptic language,which wes then the language of the
people. By 1517 A. D. however,the Church had become a minority group
within e strongly Moelem commmity, had lost most of her wealth and
much of ‘her property, while ignorance had blotted out a grest deal of
her viéion. A1l through the Middle Ages the Kgyptien Church was ocut
off from the stimulating and uplifting influences of Western civilize~
tion and wae in constaent contect with the stagnsting influences of the
Eastern worlde The Moslems discouraged education because they saw no
purpose in it, and they were little interested in socisl improvement
because of their fatslistic attitude toward life. Slowly these ideas

and standerds infiltrated the populetion until it would have been difw

ficult to distinguish a Christien from a Moslem merely by his character,
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standard of living, sctivities, or even his basic beliefs.l

be Her Spiritusl Condition

Spirituelly the Goptié Church beceme degraded along with her
economic impoverishment and cultural decay. Persistent persscution proe
duced thousands of mertyrs but also thousands of apostetes. In both cases
the Church lost greatly, not only in numbers but in leadership. As the
Church became a minority group in the country, the Coptic language gave
way to Arabic until by 1300 A. D. Coptic was retained only in the re-
ligious liturgy of the National Ghurch.2 The peasants,therefore,under=-
stood nothing of what was epoken in church and even the priests and monks
knew little of what they were reading or chentinge The inevitable result
wes total ignorance of spiritual truthe throughout the Church, and +the
substitution of form for inner experience.f

Corruptione elso arose in the Church as a result of persecu=
tione. One of the most notorious of these was the practice of simonyﬁ
which was sterted rather innocently by the Patriarch Michsel in 882 A. D.
a8 an emergency provision. The Patriarch bhad been imprisoned by +the
Moelem authorities and then was released on condition +that he raise
20,000 gold pieces within the next four months. He made a begging tour,
sold Church houses end land, and taxed the Christians, but etill wes unw

able to reise the money needed., In desperation he demanded a heavy con-

tribution from all those selected as bishops end in this wey waes able
to gather the necessary funds. Fe didnot use the money for himself and

e & » & @& & @

1. Cf. Ibido, PPe 78“79.

2, Ofs Worrell: ope cite., pe 47.

3. Cf. Fowler: 0P Gito, Pe 202,

4, The paying of an exorbitent fee for the appointment ss bishop in
the Churche
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he was careful to select worthy bishops, but unfortunately he had set
a precedent which opened the way for a greet deal of corruption and his
successors were not slow to take sdvantage of it.l Shenoude II in 1030
A. D, was the firet Patriarcﬁ actually to sell vacant bishoprics to the
highest bidder, He also gained much wealth by decreeing that all per=
sonal property of bishops would at their deeth revert back to the Church.
Another infasmous Patriarch was David of Fayoum, who finally in 1235 A. D.
went so far in demanding bribes from his bishops thet a council was formed
for the reformation of the Church and he wes forced to sign the Articles
of Reform. Unfortunately,however,he did ot abide by them.2

With incressed ignorance came superstition which in turn pro-
duced some false theologye In 1160 A. D, a great controversy arcse over
the question of the efficacy of incense to forgive s8ins or even to enw
courage God's forgiveness, In the fourth century e law had been made
which demanded that all Christians make s private confession of sins to
‘a priest before taking pert in communion, At the same time incense came
into use in the Chureh for the purpose of fumigetiion. In the growing
superstition the two elemente of confession and incense came to be
thought of as inseperable and it was believed that the incenee was the
means by which the confession ascended to Gods Eventually the people
stopped confessing to the priest but knelt before a lighted censer inw
steade By the time the controversy broke out over this, they believed
in addition thet somehow the incense brought forgiveness down to them
from God.5 Saint worship, Mariolatry, and other superstitions thrived
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es in the Roman Church, though the Oopte have never gone to as great
length in these matters as has Rome.

Therefore, at the eclose of the Middle Ages the Coptie Church
was made up of an ignorant, superstitious, impoverished minority who
were filled more with hatred for their conquerors then with love for
God, and were more concerned with religious forms then with Godly char=-
scter or practice, They were certainly e miserable remnant of what
hed once been & powerful and glorioues Church, but at least they were a
remnent and that tenacity with which they held onto their faith, nominal

though it often was, is cause for wonder and admiration.

De The Coptic Ohurch From the Turkish Conquest
%o the Formetion of the Evangelical Church
1, The Ohurch Under Turkish Domination
A new era began for Egypt in April 1517 A. D,, when Osman Sule=
tan Selim I, the commander of the Ottomen Turks, overran the country and
took control. From that day until the middle of the nineteenth century
the Turks had & claim on Egypt and demanded yearly tribute from her. The
locel ruler set up by the Turks was aéually in office only a very short
period of time end he was unsupervised as long ss <the yearly <+ribute
came through to the Sultan at Conetentinople., As & result the rulers
bled the eountfy in order to amess as great a fortune for themselves as
possible during their short stay in office.l Selim I'set his successors
an example of exploitation by meking himself the sole owner of all the
land of Egypts He would sublet portione of it to local officers whe in

* & &+ O o 2
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turn fa;med it cut in smaller sections. BEach one in line got his share
of the profite with the result that a few people became very wealthy
while the rest were even poorer than before,

Since Ezypt wes not the native land of the Turks, as it had
become for the Areb conquerors, there was no regard taken for its welw
fare., foch Pasha, as the Turkish officials were called, wae interested
only in enriching himself at the expense of the country so there was no
effort made towards:justice or truthol

In many weys during this period the Moslems suffered along
with the COhristians under their alien rulers, but ultimately the Chrisg=
tians were given more hardships because the Turks, being Moslems, tended
to be more lenient toward their Moslem subjects. However,the Turks soon
learned as had previous rulers, that it was the Christians who were the
best educated group, small as their training hed been. They were forced
te use Christisns,therefore,as government officiaels but proved to the
Moslems thet this was not favoritism by imposing an extra poll tax upon
each Christian. For a large part of the Turkish reign the Moslems were
8o busy quarreling among themselves that the\Ohristians were left com=
paratively alone., However, under Haaaén Pashe in the last{ decade before
Nepoleon's invasion, they were systematically persecuted, their property

confiscated, snd the poll tex doubled.a

2e.The Coptic Church Under the French
Napoleon Bonaparte invaded Egypt in July of 1798 and held the
country for three tumultuous yesrs. When he first lended in Alexandria
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the Ohriatiana in the rest of(the country were put into a pesition of
great peril,for the Moslems feared that they would revolt and join the
Prench,who were representatives of a Christien country. The Christians
feared to be outside of their homes for they were lisble to assassina-
tion by the’Mbslems. However ,when Napoleon sctually did defeat the
Turks end enter Cairo, it was in the guise of & Moslem deliverer., He
immediately printed proclamations to be read to the common people state
ing himself to be a true Moslem and urging their allegiance. This was
Napoleon's greatest mistake in igypt, for the Mosleme didnot believe
him, and he slienated the Coptic Church,which could have given him con=
siderable support. As it was he succeeded in antagonizing everyone in
spite of the fact that during his rule he maintained public security
more effectively than had his predecessors for many generations before,.

The Turks made an effort to regain the country but were un=

successful against the superior numbers and superior training of the

French. Howeverswhen the British csme to the aid of the Turks in 1801,
they succeeded together in ousting the French.l During the final skire
mishes ,however, the Moslems rose up against the French and the Chrisw=
tiens in the city of Cairo, plundered.their quarters, ruined thelir homes

end destroyed their churches,

3¢ The Coptic Church Under Mohammed Ali

To the amezement and consternation of the Bgyptians, the
English,after wreeting the land from the hands of the French,turned it
over to the Turkish Sultan and withdrew their claims. The Christians

*® & o o 2 s

l. Napoleon deserted his general, Kleber, and secretly returned to France
with almost half of his troops, which left Kleber rebellious and almost
defenseless before the combined forces of the English and the Turks.
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especially felt that England had betrayed them, for she as.a Christian
nation had deliberately given them into the hands of their Moslem pers
secutors once more.1 The result was agein disastrous for the Copts,
for the Turkish soldiers were quartered upon them and they used every

opportunity to plunder and outrage theme The Moslems +too suffered

under their rule so that a rebellion was planned. It was just at this
point thet Mohammed Ali stepped onto the scene and became the rallylng
point for the scattered, rebellious HEgyptians. On May 14, 1805, a-
popular revolt broke out in which Mohammed All wes demanded as the

leader of the governmsnt.? The Turkish ruler, Kurshid Pesha, resisted

him at first but in 1806 he Porced the Sulten to declare him the Pasha

of Egypt.5

The entire country benefited from Mohammed Ali's rule,for he
was responsible for the digging of new canale, the establishment of
hospitals and schools, the development of meny industries, the building
up of a good police force, and the translation of Ruropeen books into
Arebic. He worked toward political independence for Egypt but did not
succeed in gaining this, although he was given great freedom in his
actions, and his family wer§ granted the hereditary office of "Pasha)
thus starting the Khedevial line of rulers.4

From this time on conditions began to improve for the Chris=
tians of Egypte Although Mohammed Ali professed Islam, he was very

interested in Buropean culture end learning and so surrounded himself
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1, Cfs Kyriakos Mikhail: Oopts and Moslems under British Control, p. 10,
2+ There is coneiderable evidence to support the supposition that Mohammed
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with Europeens, most of whome were Christians. He found the.Ghristiana
better educated and more energetic and often more trustworthy than the
Moslems and so he used them for positions of public trust. However,
his preference always went to the Roman Oatholic, Armenian, or European
Ohrietiens rather then to the Copts, whereever such a choice could be
mede. Unfortunastely, he often murdered the Christisns after he had no
more use for their services, Nevertheless, the Copts from that time on
enjoyed 2 considerable degree of freedom and protecticn for which they

were grateful,

E, Summary

In thie chapter has been set forth the development of the
Coptic Church from its seeminly insignificant beginnings under the
leadership of Ste Mark, down to the middle of the nineteenth century.

The Coptic Church begen as a small minority group within
a strongly pagan environment. It grew with estonishing rapidity
until Egypt wes regarded es being a totally Christien nations During
the third to the fifth centuries the Egyptien Church wielded grest
influence over ecclesiastical affairs throughout the Romen empire.
However,, due to excessive preoccupation with esceticism on the one
hand, end political intrdgues on the other, the Church became en=
tangled in the Monophysite heresy, which was condemned at the Council
of Chalcedone Rether than submit to the decision of this council,. the

Church preferred to withdraw and become an ecclesiastically independent

organizetion. However, through systematic persecution by an endless suce
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cession of non=sympathetic rulers, both Ohristian and Moslem, the Church
" again has been reduced to & small minority group, this time within e
strongly Moslem environment. By the beginning of the nineteenth century,
due to the enlightened rule of Mohammed Ali, they were granted a lerge

degree of tolerance, and thus the way was paved for Protestant missions

to enter the country.
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CHAPTER II
THE HISTORY AND ARALYSIS OF THE INFLUENCE OF
THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH UPON THE COPTIC CHURCH

Ai. Introduction:

Ainew day dawned for the Coptic Church in the middle of the
nineteenth century; Political freedom was theirs at last, but more
important, there was established in the land a new and vigorous eccle~
siastical group known as the Evangelical Churche For nearly a century
these two communions have existed side by side and have exerted much
influence upon one snother. It is the purpose of this chapter to dis=
cover the changes, both beneficisl and detrimental, which have been
producedxin the Coptic Church due to the activity and proximity of the
Evengelicals. In addition, the present situation will be examined
and esuggestions made as to strategies which should be utilized by the

Evangelical Church in 1ts future relationship with the Coptie Churche

Be The Coptic Church at the Time of the

Formetion of the Evangelical: Church

In 1854 A. D., just five years after the death of Mohammed
Ali, the American Miasionl established work in Egypt which a few years
later resulted in the formation of the Evangelical Churche They found

e & O & & * 0

1, The American Mission is the name applied to the United Presbyterian
Missione. Although it was not the first group to do mission work in
Bgypt, it was responsible for the creation of the Evangelical Church.
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the Ooptic Church out from under severe oppression for theffirat time

in centuries and figuratively rubbing her eyes in an effort to believe
her good fortune., Stimulating opportunities were ahesd and their ecclew
siastical leader was ready to take sdventage of theme But just as a
starving men cannot eat a huge mesl at once, so the Coptic Church with
its ignorant clergy, superatitious, repressed and poverty siricken laity
and its dead religlous forms was unable sven to comprehend the possibil=

ities of the future.

l. The Social Status of the Coptic Church

The same year in which the American Mission entered Fgypt,
Cyril X came to the Coptic Patrisrchate. He was noted for being an
active reformer of the Coptic Church. Schools were established for
girls as well as for boys, pictures were destroyed in some churches,
and missionaries were welcomed as allies in the interest of reform.

Since the Moslem Viceroy, Said Pasha (1854=~1863), was also a:
progressive thinker end interested in reforma, he and Oyril X were
able to work together in a spirit of cooperation which had been unknown
during all the centuries of Moslem domination. This gave the Qoptic
Church a higher standing than it had enjoyed before, but still the Copts
were considered far from equel to their Moslem rulers and the Moslems
cooperated with them only in schemes which were to their own advantege.
As a general rule the Coptic people, although very poorly educated, had
& higher educational standard than the Moslems. They were in much de~
mend as government clerks, accountants, and book keepers. This training
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gave them social prestige of a kind, but elso aroused great jealousy

end hatred from the Moslema.l

2¢ The Dootrinal Position of the Coptic Church

Ae was pointed out in the first chspter of this thesis, the
Coptic Church holds to the Monophyeite heresy in whiech the chief devias~
tion from orthodoxy lies in the practical denisl of the humenity of
Christes This heretical doctrine still forms the basis for the Coptie
creed, but has had little influence upon the actual life and thought of
the Churche In fact through the centuries of oppression the Church sank
into such poverty and ignorance that superstition and religious form
came to replace all vital and living faith.

Worship services were conducted completely in the Coptic lan=
guege,which had ceased toc be the spoken language of the people before
1300 A. D. and was therefore unintelligible to all the laity and to s
great majority of the clergy. Services lasted three hours snd consisted
of chanting, resding, and'praying in Coptic, beating cymbels, bowing to
the eross, and making e procession of the Host around the ohurch.2 Their
liturgy dated back to the days of the early fathers and was three=fold.
The one used on Sunday, week days an& for some feast days was that of
St Basil, On the Friday before Pelm Sunday they followed St. Oyril's
liturgy, and for their most important midnight services at Christmas,
Epiphany end BEaster they used St. Gregory‘a.3 Sermons were very rarely
delivered and then they were homilies written by one of the fathers,
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most often Ste Ohrysostom, and read in the Coptie 1anguagec1 Unlike
liturgical services in Burope or America,.the Coptic services tended
to be very noisy and undisciplined. Even the priests were sometimes
guilty of indecorum and on occasion actual fights broke out during
worship services to add to the clamor of cymbals, crying babies, and
chettering adults. Pictures were he;d in great reverence by the people.
Althoggh statuary wes forbidden, the people practiced the equivalent

of picture worship, and meny superstitions grew up around various fame
ous paintings. The intercession of Mary or one of the saints formed

a basic tenet of their creed alsoc,

Fasting had become probebly the greatest single item of im=-
portance to the Churche For them it wes practically the grounds for
perdon and the necessary means of salvation.. More then helf of the
days in the year were faet daye and e good Copt felt duty bound to ob=
serve them strictly., Wedneedey and Friday of each week were set aside
for fasting. In addition there were four big fasts: 28 to 40 days for
Chrietmes, 55 days for Lenta, 15 days in honor of the assumption of
Mary, and 40 days after Pentecost, as well as & number of smsller fasts
lasting for less than a week eaoh.5 On fest days nobody is allowed to
eat meat or any animal product snd all cooking is done with vegetable
oll, Bome never ate’at all until noon or three o'clock in the afternoon,
with the frequent result of inefficient work done out of weakness,
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le Ofe John R, Alexanders:: "A Great Adventurpg in the Velley of the Nile",
Biblical Review, July 1925, p. 355.

2+ When the Moslems inveded Egypt, meny unmasrried girls were appropriated
by them for wives. To save their daughters, the Copts quieckly arranged
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proved. A8 a penance for this an extra ten days of fasting were added
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Every period of fasting ended in a feast such es Christmas, Epiphany,.
Annuncistion, Palm Sunday, ﬁhster,vhscenaion, Pentecost or one of the
many secondary feasts in honor of various eaints.l

The Copte for centuries have held to the seven canonical sac=
raments ,which are: Baptism, Oonfirmetion, HRoly Communion, Pensance,
Ordera, Metrimony and Unction of the Sicke Of these seven, none is-
considered absolutely necessary for salvetion. Howevey baptism for the
Copts is a very important sacrament for it is a common belief among
them that any who die without baptism will be blind in the future life.
They prectice infant immersion, baptizing boys when they are forty days
old and girls on their eightieth day. Immediately following the baptis=
mal ceremony, the Holy Communion is given to the baby by dropping a lit-
tle wine on his tongue.a The eucharist is administered to adults only
when they heve fasted from all fooed for about fifteen hours, have made
confession to a priest and have done any necessary penance for +their
eins, Bach communicant receives a wafer dipped in the wine and these,
they believeshave been transsubstantisted into the actual body and blood

of the Lord.5

Monasticism still had its influence upon the Coptic Church of
the nineteenth century, though not to nearly the extent it hed in earlier
cen&uriea.h The Patriarch was to be chosen from among the monks and so
of course hed to be celibate., The people greatly reverenced him and

even the bishops would kiss his signature before reading his letters.
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e

Bishops to0 were monks and grest efficacy was attached to their bles-
sings or anathemas which they pronounced on their people. The priest-
hood j;however, were usually merried though they were forbidden to marry
after their ordination. Thus the idea of celibacy had real roots in
the thinking of the people, but it had not developed as extensively as:

it did in other Christiasn groups.l

3¢ The Moral Standards of the Coptic Church

Within the ecclesiastical structure of the Coptic Church moral
decay had set in. The financial affairs related to the Patrierchate were
little short of a public scandal,. Simony was openly practiced, while the
Patriarch and his bishops took advantage of thelr offices to line +their
own pockets. Relatives of high officials often received bishoprics or
were made priests in spite of their lack of spiritusl or moral quelifica=
tions for the position.a Religious frauds were sometimes perpetrated by
the priests themselves. An example of this can be found in the "miracles"
of the temple at Damietta., This had been a pasgan temple but was +then
owned by the Coptic Churche Here the Coptic priests produced visions of

celestial riders and word went out of wonderful ocures performed there.

These were later proved by several native Evangelicals to be frauds for

the purpose of making money.5

It is small wonder then that the moral standarde of the Coptic
people too were very lowe Since they had been persecuted, despised and
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lc Re Maxwell MacBrair: "The Present State of Fgypt", Wesleyan Methodist
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denied meny advantages and opportunities, they had learned to employ all
sorts of cunning and deceit to save themselves from the malice of their
enemies and to gain small privileges.l Slowly the lax ethics of their
Moslem neighbors permeated their {thinking until it was a common practice
for a Copt to have one or more concubiness Merrisge for many became a
mere compact of convenience which could be terminated without great difw=
ficulty.2 Drinking of alcohollic beverages was freely practiced and even
encouraged by the Church to the great detriment of their witness to Mos=
lems who ere total abstainers. Therefore,the Christians of Egypt,both
in feith and in practice had fellen to a position little advanced over

the non=Christian society in which they found themselves,

4, The Cultural Condition of the Coptic People

Probably the first impression one would receive of the average
Copts at the time of the formetion of the BEvangelical Church would be of
their poverty and ignorance. The Church, being poor and having lost much
of its interest in intellectusl pursuits, had neglected the education of
its people, especially in the villages. Ignorance made a good breeding
ground for superstition and soon the Copts were imitating pagan and Mos=
lem practices. They hung charms arouﬁd their bebies to ward off the evil
eye. The hair of young children was ocut off,leaving just a tuft to be
dedicated to a Coptic saint to insure the intercession of thet saint. If
a baby died, only the coffin wes placed in the cemeterys The body of the

baby wes buried inside the house to insure the mother?s having another .’
Long periods of mourning were held for the dead and for many weeks after
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e death it was taboo for the family to attend church at all. Théy veiled
their women and kept them secluded and they even venerated some Moslem
saints, made vows to Moslem sheikhs and fested the Moslem faats.l Chris~
tians were unable to train for poesitions which would help them rise in
the economic worlde They were ofteﬁ not allowed even to own or operate
smell stores and shopse The land belonged to the small rich minority,
and Moslems had priority in getting jobse All these factors combined to
keep the people culturally degraded and dependent upon the ecclesiastical
hierarchy.

The clergy for the most part were on as low & cultursl level as
the people, with little or no education other than the memorization of
the Coptic liturgye One of the miesionaries described the clergy as those
"whose ignorance was only equalled by their indolence“.z The office of
priest was so mean in its pecuniary resources that sometimes men were ta=
ken by force into the priesthood, Some of them worked full time at anw
other job, many carried on a brisk buainesa’ in amulets and charms, but
the majority of them simply beggeds The people superstitiously feared

the priests for the sake of their office as the vicegerents of God and

a8 holding the keys of the Kingdom of,Heaven, but they often despised
them for their personal character.5
A few Copts, however, were neither poor nor ignorante These
had benefited by the grester freedom and progressiveness of Mohammed Ali's
reign and had exercised the Coptic knack for meking money. Some of them

owned large asreas of land and lived in mensionse. Therefore,the whole
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gamut of cultural conditions existed in the Coptic Churche -
‘This wes the Church which confronted the American Mission in
1854, These conditione gave rise to the Evangelical Church, and out of
this situetion the Coptic Church of today has emerged., As Andrew Watson
says:
Christian in name, Christian in form, it was well typified by the
wummied human body taken out of the tombs., Externally a perfect
body, but no intelligence in the head, no motion in the limbs, ne
life in the heart, wound up in memories of fathers and councils,

wgiting for the Lord to say to some earnest souls, "Prophesy upon
these bones... that they may live," 1

C+ Faoctors Neceseitating the Formation of the Evangelical Church

Missionary activity actuslly began in 1825,when the Church
Missionary Society of the Anglican communion sent five men to Egypte
Their purpose was to do all they could in cooperation with the Coptiec
hierarchy to bring about the selfwreformation of the Coptic Churche They
opened up & "Ooptic Seminary® in order to raise the educetional and cul=
tural standards of the clergy.2 They cooperated with the British and
Foreign Bible Society in producing an Arabic version of the four gospels.
In 1840 a group in England known as the Society for the Promotion of
Christian Knowledge made an Arabic translation of old Kgyptian commen=
tariea.3 Every mesns available wes employed in the hope that the Copts
themselves would catch the spirit of Protestant vitality end transform
the old dead Church into a vital, active force for Chriet in the country.
All of these measures had the official stamp of approval from both the
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Ehtriareh_gnd the bishope of the Coptic Churche. However;thirtyefive
yearse 1atér the mission was convinced thet this slow gentle method had
failed, and thet some other technique would have to be developed.n‘ln
1854 when the Americen Mission begen work in Egypt, they tco hed en
earnest desire to introduce new life into the Coptic Church with the

end in view of ueing the native church to reach the Moslems of the coun~
try. Soon,however,it beceme apparent that the Old Church was pushing
away the helping hand offered to her. The missionaries had to face the
alternative of trying to continue the overwhelming job of reforming the
Church from within not only without the help of the authorities but in
face of their active opposition, or of forming & new Church.? Actuslly
the Coptic Church herself forced the decision by excommunicating those
members who favored Protestant views, The mission then had to provide

a new fellowship for these ousted Copts as well as to discover a new
epproach to the Coptic Church. Therefore,in 1860 the Evangelical Church
wes established in the hope that the activities of e rival Christien

group would weke up the Coptic Church to her opportunity and responaibility?

De The Period of Coptic Resistance to the Evangelieal Church

Although resistance by the Coptic hierarchy and some of the
laity hed formed the basis for the decision to establish a new communion,
the opposition and persecution shown after‘the formation of the Evangell=-
cal Church wes unprecedented in extent and severityo. It steadily grew

to & climax and then tapered off,leaving in its wake e strengthened Evan-

* & & & &
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gelicel Church and a changed Coptic Church.

"le Reesons for Coptic Resistance

Probebly the most obvious source of difficulty between the two
Churches was the metter of doctrinal differences and a lack of religious
forms in the Evangelical Churche The question of festing took on major
proportions and everywhere Evangelicals were accused of gluttony or of

1

meking food their religion.™ Arguments arose over the intercession of

saints, angels, or the Virgin Marye The sufficiency of Christ's atone~

ment without the aid of various religious rites or of good works wes ser-
iously doubted by faithful Coptse They hated to have the traditions of
the fathers discounted and the Bible proclaimed as the sole authority

for faith and practicee The Protestant Bibie was viewed with great suse
picion and the hierarchy severely opposed its random distribution among
the 1aity.2 Hed Coptic resistance been founded primesrily upon doctrinal
variances, however, it probasbly would not have been able to develop to
such large proportions., Many other factors entered the plcture but hid
behind the facade of doctrine.

(ne of the most potent of the underlying ressons for resistance
was the fear and jealousy felt by the Coptic clergy and hierarchy toward
the Evengelicel Churche Protestent views were quickly spreading through
the land and people were seriously questioning their old faith and ally=-

ing themselves with the new Churche The Patrierch snd his bishops became

concerned not just over the loss of members but for their own prestige
and their vested interests: as well,

® & & 8 & 0o 0
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Another reason lay in the close connection felt between the
faith of the fathers and national identity. The Copts hed maintained
their natlonal character through 21l the centuries of Moslem domination
because of their religious tenacity. They greatly feared thet if their
distinet religion was absorbed by another, their race would also become
extinet. Therefore,any schism in the Church was regarded as tresson to
the nationel ocause.

Reasons for resistence did not always arise from the corrupt
situstion or limited outlook of the Coptse On occasion the Evangelicals
behaved so unwisely and so unlovingly that there wae ample provocation
provideds The woret example of this came in 1869 when some Protestants
in Assiut in a burst of iconoclastic fervor, incited & mob, broke into
the Coptic Church and destroyed all the pictures that were in the sance
tuary. Although they hed not acted with the sanction of the Evangelical
Church, their action aroused much fury among the Copts and added to their

desire to crush the young Church out of exiatenceoz

2¢ Means Used in Coptic Resistance
8o Hoclesiastical Proclemations
Due to the fact that the Copts firmly believed their ecclesiss=
tical leaders to be Christ's representatives on earth, official procleme~
tions issued by verious members of the clergy carried great weight and
were etrictly ébeyed. This was utilized effectively by the Coptic hier=
archy during the eerly years of resistance. At first the word of the

local priest was sufficient to deter Copts from attending Protestant ser-

© & » & & & 0
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vices or schoola,l but eventually the effectiveness of their anathemss
wore off and the word of the Patriarch himself was needed. In 1867 he
eirculeted an official document denouncing American missionsries as
"wolves in sheep's clothing" and warning the people against having eny=
thing to do with them on penalty of excommunication.a Bvery few months
new threats of excommunication were issued and put into effect so thet
most of the enlightened Copts were cut off completely from their fam-
ilies, their religious community, end in meny cases from their jobs as

well ,which meant great hardship for them.

be Political Intrigue

Soon it beceme apparent that proclamations and threats were
not sufficient to stem the tide of Protestant popularitye. Defensive
meaaurek were inadéquate, 8o the Ooptic Church took the offensive. Accor-
ding to government regulations, the Coptic Church had legal jurisdictien
over its own members, but those whb had left the Coptic Church and offiQ
cially allied themselves with the Bvangelicals were free from Coptic le=
gal control and responsible only to Moslem suthorities. Therefore, the
Coptic hierarchy entered into a series of political intriguee with the
Moslem government in order to gain ceftain logal advantages over the
E!vangelicals.5

The Khedive Isma'il fell in readily with the schemes of the
Patriarch for reassons of his own. He hated foreigners and was too inw

telligent not to know that religious teachers from free countries would

 teach doctrines, principles and practices which would expose the injus=

5 & o »
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tice and cruelty of his regime. At the same time he fesred to mske any
direct attack upon the missionaries or the Evangelicals for fear of ine
terference from foreign consular egencies. He saw therefore in the bigo=-
try end ignorence of the Coptic hierarchy an effective tool with which
to bring ebout his own ends.l'
The results of this collusion were seen in many different areas
simulteneously. BEducational work was greatly crippled by a change in the
labor conscription regulationa, whioh up to thet time had exempted all stu~
dents from serving as forced labore Suddenly the boys attending Protesw
tant schoole found themselves deprived of this immunity although the Cop=
tic studente still enjoyed it. Panic seized the boys end’they quickly
enrolled in Coptic ac.‘.l:u:u:»lna.3
Churches encountered legal difficulties in procuring sites on
which to builde The Coptic clergy ordered their people not to rent or
sell land to Protestants and often prevented the actual erection of

churches by bribing locel officials to delay the work as long as possible.

Petitions and counterwpetitions hed to be sent to the government before

the bottle~neck could be removed.4

The olimex of this intrigue came in March of 1858 when the
Patriarch mede an apostolic tour of Upper Egypt with the avowed intent
of rooting out the Protestant heresy onee and for all. In each town he

gathered together the Coptlc priests or Coptic parents who had permitted

& o & 5 & o 0@
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Protestant churches or schools to develop, and had them publicly beaten.l
He ordered all Arsbic Bibles to be collected and burned along with other
Protestant religious books. He excommunicested all those suspected of
Bvangelicel sympathies, had some baatinadoedz by government soldiers, and
threw many in prieon.5 |
The Petriarch next resorted to direct attacke upon native Evane
gelical leaders, MNobs were incited to bresk into their hemea, beat them
and destroy their possessions, At Kus strenuous efforts were made to
corrupt an outstanding Evangelical leader, Fam Stephsnos, When these
proved ineffectual, the Patriarch 1nolﬁded Fam's name, along with several
other prominent &vengelicals, in the list of soribes to be sent to the
White Nile, This meant benishment, hard lebor, and an early death for
those sent. Tho mission appesled to the American and British consulates

for intercession in behalf of the Evangelical Church and through their

activity the sentence was revokede This incident proved to the Khedive
that it would be politically dangerous for him to continue his efforts
against the Evangelical Church so the slliance between him and the Cop=

4ic Church wes terminated.

ce Competitive Activities
Since political avenues were now closed to the Coptic Church,
she began to establish Coptic counterparts to Protestant activitises, At
the request of‘the Patriarch, the Viceroy of Kgypt gave the Coptic Church

1500 acres of lend for the erection of Coptic schoola throughout +the

® & e 5 & 0 o
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countrys. These schools were not placed in areas of greatest need but as
close as possible to the site of an Rvaengelical school., Tuition was of-
fered free or at very low cost and many inducements were used to wean
the students away from the Evengelical schools. In addition, the Coptic
schools remained open on the Sabbath and closed on Friday, the Moslem
holy day, in order to secure Moslem patronage.1 Their primary purpose
was not to implement Christian education but to hinder the work of the
Evangelicels as is clearly pointed out’in the report for 1897, which says:

We are confirmed in our opinion that nothing is being done, in re-
ligion or spirituality, by either the Patriarchal party or the so-
called reform party of the Coptic Churche Their efforte are put
forth entirely to oppose and destroy the work of the Evangelical
Churche There are scores of places where there are many Copte with-
out any meens for the education of their children., These are entire-
ly neglected by them, while both the parties mentioned are striving
4o break up our schools in other places by opening up opposition
schoole, and esppealing to racial and mercenary prejudices; and if it
happens thet they succeed, only a few months pass until their own
schools are given up also, while never do they establish a school
where there is not a Protestant one already in operatione. They take
no interest in the circulation of the Seriptures, or in training
their children in the knowledge of Gospel truths. 1In some of their
schools the Word of God is: not even admittedeso

Teachers were offered jobs in the opposition schools at greatly
increased salaries. Others were urged to accept lucrative posts in gov=
ernment service. Those who remained faithful were often ostracized from
community life ana abused or ridiculed in the streets.5

The Coptie churches were also forced to set up rival meetings
to counteract the work of Protestant evangelists and to hold their people.
As hunger for the Word of God spread, the priests were conetrained to

imitate the Protestants by holding Bible atudiea.h Their motive as before
s & & & o & o
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wes not concern for the spiritusl life of their flock but fear of Protesw~

tant influence,

3¢ Effect of Resistance on the Coptic Church
8+ Increased Interest and Activity

As Protestant evangelists and colporteurs spresd over the coun~
try proclaiming the Gospel and giving out the Word of God in the vernacu=-
ler, those who hgd always considered themselves Christians began to hear
of doctrines and practices entirely foreign to them and yet purported to
be in the Scriptures, Bibles were eagerly bought by enemies of Protestant-
iem in the hope that study of it would aid in refuting these new doctrinea}

B8uch interest was aroused that Copte would close down their shops in order

to hear a paseing evangelist. Organizations were formed for Bible study
among the young men., Coptic clergy began to want an education in order to
be more effective in resisting Protestant arguments. They also were more
anxious to know the merits of Episcopacy against those of Presbyterianisnm
and thus were encouraged to study and evaluate their own ecclesiastical
structure. Healthy interest and curiosity were in this way stimulated

by eontroversy.a

be Compromised Doctrinal Position
The officials of the Coptic Church, especially those who were
forced to anewer the many doctrinal questions which arose during this per-
iod of dispute, found themselves hard pressed to produce adequate explana«

tions for some of the basic tenets of the Coptic faithe. Fasting, picture

worship and prayers to the Virgin were one by one called into question by

® & & 2 o & @
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earnest, thinking Coptse. At the same time they refused to accept any
answers made by the clergy that were based solely upon tradition but
deﬁanded Seriptural substantiation for eny explanstions givens BSince
Scriptural evidence céuld not be produced, the clergy were compelled to
compromise their stand. Some began to argue thet there was little dif=
ference between Copts and Protestants, One bishop who found that his
parishioners refused to pay their grain tax to the Church on the grounds
that they did.not believe in "idolatry" or "willeworship" said: "Those of
you who do not wish to worship pictures, need not worship them; those who
do not wish to keep the fast, need not faste. Only live at peace and do

not breed dissension in the Ghurch."1

ce Use of Evangelical Resources

The urgency with which the Coptic hilerarchy set about to estabw
1lish opposition schools and rival church activities caught the Church in
an embarrassihg situation, Interest in educetion and spiritual growth
was: 80 new and unforseen that there were no leaders within the Church
that were trained to supply the demande Copts, hoping to thwart the edu=
cational work of the ﬂ&angelicals,aenx to the official headquarters in
Cairo for teaehe}s to operate their Qppoaition schools. The only ones
available were Protestants who had been trained by the misaion.a In some
cases Uopts sent to Syria for teachers and again were able to procure
only Eﬁvangelicals.5 |

Preachers and teachers of Bible were also in great demand. In
Assiut in 1892 the Copts earnestly requested that an evangelist be sent

4o preach in their churche. For almost a year he ministered to that con-

s ® & & & & 29
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gregation, often to audiences of over a thouaand.I A few years later an
urgent call came from some of the Copts of Girgeh for the loan of a Bible
woman. Their own Church had none to send, so the Evengelicels sent them
one. She went for two weeks but wae reteined for two months and then wes

relinquished with great relwztance'2

At timee more requests were made
for preachers:and teachers than the Evangeiioals were eble to supplye

In addition to persomnel, litersture was badly needed by Coptiec
schools and churches, and sgain their own Church was unsble to supply them..
Cne opposition schooll introduced Protestant textwbooks into its curriculum
in order to provide some religious instruction. Obptic churches sent for
Bvangelical Sunday=Bchool lesson papers snd copies of the catechism, and
priests bought commentaries on the Bible from the Protestant bookshops.

Slowly, therefore, Protestant doctrine and outlook infiltrated the Ghur(:ho5

de Changed Attitudes

On many occasions the Copts were sble through the strength of
their opposition to achieve their goel of greatly hindering or even an=
nihileting the Eveangelical work in various areas, but in almost every case
their apparent success meant actual defest. Graduslly even the ignorant
superstitious villagers begen to lose their fear of ecclesiastiosl anaw
themas .l’ Meny became disgusted at the pettiness and cruelty with which
the peraecutioﬁ wes carried out. The attempted banishment of Fam Stephe
anos, who wéa greatly respected by Copts as well as bProtestanta, became
8o notorious a conflict that it caused & revulsion of popular opinion

*e ¢ & 4 o o @
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in favor of the Ewangelicala.l

@. The Formation of a Reform Party

Probably the most fare~resching and encouraging result of the
Coptic persecution came in 1890 when a large group of young,intelligent,
educated laymen within the Coptic Church formed a society for the purw=
pose of introducing various meesures of Church reform. Their first ob=-
jective was to remedy the scandalous mismensgement by the Patriarch of
Church fundse. A council of twelve laymen was eleocted to regulate the
administration of Church finences under the presidency of the Patriarch
Oyril.? The Patriarch refused to accept such "interference" and retali~-
ated by excommuniceting their leader, Athanesius of Senabue In the struge
gle that followed, the people sided with the Patriarch and proceeded to
boycott church activities until the reform measures were dropped.5

Heving failed in this phase of reform, the society turned their
attention to the improvement of social conditione in the Churche A coum
mittee carefully prepared resolutions against the mourning and marriage
customs ,which were pegan in many respects. The Patriarch approved these

A

and they were gradually put into effept. Efforte were made to secure
higher educetional requirements for the clergy and definite salaries for
the priests in order to eliminate the necessity for begging.‘Progresa was
slow because of the suspicion and sntagonism of the clergy, but eventually

a Coptic College was founded in Oairo.5
As one cen readily discern, this movement was not motivated by

¢ & & & &
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the desire for ewakened spiritual life but primerily by & concern for
social, educationsl and economic reform. Nevertheless,such concern was
unique in the history of the Coptic Church since the Moslem invasion and
demonstrated the fact that new life blood was beginning to trickle through

the atrophied veins of the dead Churchs

Ee The Period of Coptic Tolsration Towsrd the Bvengelical Church

Changes slowly ceme into the Coptic Church until the two Churches
outwardly resembled one another rather closely. Fewer Copts joined the
Evangelicals because they found satisfaction in their own communion. A:
spirit of tolerance arose in the Coptic Church and although there was

little in the way of cooperstion, there was far less active oppositions

l. Changes in the Coptic Church Which Brought About Toleration
ae Bvangelical Influences upon Coptic Worship

Since the Evangelical Church was primerily the result of United
Presbyterian mwissionary activity, they imitated the mission in conducting
simple, informal worship services in buildings that were plain and unador=
neds There were no picturea, no ritual, and no altar. Services consisted
primarily of singing, extemporaneous prayer, Scripture reading and preach-
ing,all of which was in the vernacular. These customs stood out in severe
contrast to £he Coptic services and led many of the Copts to demand reform
in worship and doctrine.t Arabic was introduced in place of the dead Uop-
tic language. Sermons were in Arabic, the liturgy was translated, and a
bilingual service book was printedo2 Presching became an important part

® % & & & &
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of the service and the homilies of the Church fathers fell into disuse,
Priests kept silent about the duty of worshipping pictures and in some
places the pictures were actuaslly removed to some private reom.l In the
larger cities Protestant songs were adopted and even exfemporaneous
prayer became common.2 The attitude toward fasting became one of rela=
tive indifference in contrest to the previous sttitude of regarding this
e8 necessary for salvation. In abme towns thé confessional was abolished
and the priests refused to beptize ch}ldren of inactive or unbelieving
Gopta.5 B0 in less then half & century, far more chenges took place than

in the 1500 years preceding.

be Evangelical Influence Ufon Coptic Church Activities

One of the first innovations msde in the program of the Coptiec
Church was in the field of women's worke Coptic Churches provided only
a lofty, heavily latticed gallery for the womehe. Nothing could be seen
and little could be heard from this positian.h The extensive work done
by Evengelicel Bible women goaded the Coptic priests to action. Wednesw
day morning Bible studies were started for women, The study was done in
colloquial Arabic and the women were allowed to sit downstairs,where they

could see and hear, The women responded with great easgerness so that

sometimes as meny as five hundred would attend.5

As the Bvangelical Church expended its progrem of Christian

BMucetion to include Sundey Schools, Youth groups, Y. M« C. Ai and other
related activities, the Coptic Church followed suit. Sunday Schools were
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opened and pstterned after those of the Evangelicals. Specisl classes
were held for the study of litwrgy snd Church symbolisme. At first the
Copts had to use Protestén’e lesson papers, but soon they produced their
own leaflets and distributed them to their sechools .1 Youth Assoccietions,
¢lubs, and eventually summer camps and conferences were added to the -
Church program in order to appeal to the Coptic youth. Each year groups
of young men were given the opportunity to visit one of the Coptic monase
teries in the desert and spend periods of retreat in worship and meditae
tion there.?

Other activities were geared especially for Coptic students in
government universities. An organization known as the "Friends of the
Bible" waa etarted emong students in response to the stimulated interest
in Bible study. A Coptic branch of the Y. M. C. A. also came into exis=
tence and there grew up & small but influential band of young men who
sought to increase the spiritual life and power of the Old Churche Unfore
tunstely both of these organizations et the close of World War I were
captivated by the political fervor of the day and spiritual efforts die-

p

appeared in an enthusisstic netionalism which swept the country.

co Evengeliesl Influence Upon Coptic Bducation
Bducation was from the beginning an important tool of the Evan=
gelical Church. The missionaries began schools in most of the large cen=

ters and trained meny Egyptian teachers who spread education to the vile
lagess BSoon the Evangeli‘cal Church was femous for its high literacy rate
& & » *» & o 2
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and its educated lesdership. Thousands of Copts enrolled in these schools
80 that the Bvangelical Church was responsible for msking the Coptic com=
munity next to the Protestant the best educated and most enlightened part
of the population.l As soon a3 possible, the!. (opts alaso opened schools
and were forced by populer demand to use the Bible as a text booke Very
shortly, religious instruction and settendance at Sunday services became
obligetory for all of their pupils.2

The reform party in the Coptic Church put pressure en the Patw
riarch to provide higher education for Coptic young people, especially
for the clergy. This need was strongly felt because of the constant con=
tact between the highly trained Protestent ministers and the ignorant,
sometimes 1llliterate Coptic priests. Graduslly the number of schools
incressed until in 1959 the Coptic community wes supporting over seventy~
five primary schools and twelve secondary schools. Two Coptic seminaries
were esteblished for the instruction of monks, prieste, and religious
leaders and plans were mede for the founding of a Coptic University, but
due to governmental disapprovel the univeraity hse never been built.5

There was considersble Evengelical influence exerted in eduw~
cation through Protestant books and literature as well. Coptic clerical
students purchzaeed commuenteries and various devoiional books from 4the
Proteatanﬁa;' Cne of thelr leaders translated Metthew Henry's commentsry
into Arsbic¢ for use in their seminaries.4 A young Coptic editor in Tanta

sought advice from the Evengelicals as to how he could increase the know-
ledge of the Bible and spiritual truth through his religious monthly. He
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eoccepted proffered meterials prepared by Protestants and they eirculated
among his seven hundred aubseribers.l 80 in many direct and indirect ways

Coptic education has been influenced by Protestant views.

de Evangelieal Influence Upon Coptic Church Government

In the early 1920's a new movement arose which wes semisEvanw
geliesl in neture and vaa‘led by 8 wellwmeducated priest with Evengeliocal
views. This group publicly end persistently urged the hiersrchy to unders
teke reform along four lines: (1) to eliminate practices having no New
Testament basis, (2) to revise the liturgy ee to content, (3) to reform
Church doctrine end bring it in line with orthodoxy, and (4) to permit
all levels of the clergy to merrye. The hierarchy resisted these innova=
tions end "unfrocked" the priest who hesded the group.2 However, other
priests and bishops have tsken up the ory and the desire for reform ia
becoming more insistent in 8ll perts of the Church, so that the day is
probebly not far distent before definite stepes will be taken to improve

Church government.

e. Evangelical Influence Upon Coptic Social Outlook
The Rvangelical Church, having been founded and led by mise
clonaries from Western nations where freedom and sccial equality were
the established order, caught much of their spirit of liberty and of perw
sonal worths They begen to see themselves not as e groveling minority
whose existence was dependent upon the whime of the majority, but es a

part of the universel Church with a valusble mission to be accomplished.
This-new outlook had tremendous psychologicel effects both on themselves
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and on the Coptic Church. Copts too began to shed the fears and inhibie
tions that had developed through centuries of discrimination. They lost
meny of the objectionable qualities characteristic of an insecure minor=
ity, and begen to take their place as businessmen, accountants, physicians,
and lawyeraol

A new appfeciatien of the worth of others also developed. Frot=
estants ,as they studied the Scriptures and assccimted with missionaries,
began to see the inherent evil in owning alavesz and one by one they set
them frees This shamed the Copts into doing likewises) Through pelitical
agitation they aroused the public ccnscience as well until slavery was
finally abolished by law,

A greater concern was felt for needy groups within the Church.

Orphanageas and hospitals were founded and a lerge home was established fo
children of tuberculosis petients. Today there are several hundred vole
untsry sccieties in the Coptiec Church that are responsible for various

types of ocharitable work, while fifty yesrs ago there were none.#

2¢ The Effect of Tolegaticn Upen the Spiritual Life of the Coptic Church
During times of peesecution, Protestants longed for the day of
toleration, but when it arrived ithere were detrimental as well es benes
ficial sffects upon the Coptic Churche. The meny changes which came inte
Coptiec church, school, and social life were effected with the primary aim

of holding rether than of edifying the people., These new features gave
e semblance of 1ife and blinded the people 4o their need for a deeper
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change.l There was a pronounced decresse in the number of Copts joining
the Evangelical Church, yet in most localities the Coptic Chureh still
failed to give tha‘people an adequate spiritual diete Although religious
forme had changed to closely approximate those of the Protestant Chureh,
the people were still *holding a form ef godliness having denied the power
thereof'.z This superficial resemblence produced s smug, selfwsatisfied
attitude end made the Copts less approachable.

Another detrimental effect of toleration was & general trend
toward laxness in the Churche The hierarchy beceme less dogmatiec in
pointing out differences between the Coptic faith end other religious
views. This produced e gradually accelerated rate of perversions from
the faith. OSome drifted into the Protestant fold not out of conviction
but in order to avoid the necessity for fasting. Many professed Islem
until by 1932 an average of eight hundred a year became Mbslems,5 in
spite of the fact that there was no serious pressure exerted to persusde
them to renounce their feithe A large percentasge of these "converts"
turned to Islam because of the facility of geining a divorce under Moslem
lawe This trend was further abetted by the rise of nationalism shortly
following World Wer I which united the country on a basis of nationality
and partially diasel§ed religious bérriers.h

There have been many beneficial results of toleration as well.
0ld prejudices, empty rituals, and corrupt practices have been abolished;

the Coptic Church hee slowly been weking out of'. her stupor; end the way
has been prepared for a new era of increased coeperation.;
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" Fe The Movement Toward Cooperation with the Evengelical Church

1, Reasons for Increasing Cooperation

As opposition graduslly subsided into toleration, so toleraw
tion slowly developed into cooperation. Attitudes of jealousy end sus~=
picion disappeared as the twe Churches became increasingly similar in
their ectivities and form of worship. A new sense of responeibility for
the evangelization of Moslems developed within both communions and resulw=
ted in combined efforts in witnessing.; Graduelly the truth that "when
one Church is weak, all are weak" began to dawn upon all, Greater horizons
of effective witness opened before the Christian community. There were
the remedial tesks of caring for the aged, the sick, the blind, and the
underprivileged., HEach Church had done enocugh picneering work in these
areag %o realize thet grester efficiency end effectiveness could be obw
tained through eooperaticn.2 A new need arose for united political actioen
’1n'order to preservs the rights of the Christien minority asgainst Moslem
restrictions on religious and economic freedoms This beceme particularly
acute in the early }9&0'9 and resulted in the esteblishment of cooperastive
organizations which have proved very ipﬂuential.5

In addition to these factors, the Coptic Church hae not been
immune to the religious trends cf the Christian world today, so that a

very real reason for greater cooperation has come through increasing cone

cern for ecumenicity. The development of the ecumenical movement in Egypt
has been steady, sponteneous and unforced, Personal friendehip led
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to informal consultetion and then to official collaboration.  Commen dans
gers led to active cooperation almest without the necsseity for conscious

effort in developing en ecumenical spiritol

2+ Cooperative Movements
é.‘Unoffieial Moves Toward Cooperation

Almost from the very beglmning of the Bvangelical Church there
have been occasional exemples of cooperation between the twe Churches, but
these were only in loeal aituations end without the approval of the Copiic
hierarchys. As early as 1875 two pupile from a mission institution were
asked to develop work in a village where they remained for over two years
conducting nightly meetings for Bible study at the expense of the COoptic
communityoz Young, educated Coptic reformers had very friendly relations
with the Evangelical Church and freguently invited Protestant workers and
pastors to conduct their religious meetings. They always showed genuine
appreciation of such servicea.5

In 1911 & Coptic Congress,which dealt with nationsl and civil
matters,was held in Assiut. Many of the oconspicucus leszders and speakers
at this convention wére Protestants and the group a3 s whole showed a
moral stand end a spirit of moderation far beyond their usual atandards.h

Recently there has been a new experiment in sevangelistic meet=
ings which has won the support of many Copts as well as Protestants. 4n
interdenominational society known as "The Society for the Salvation of
Souls" has esteblished Pifteen branches and several subsbranches in large

¢ ¢ & O ¥ & b
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centers in Egypt. Their aim is to encourage Christisns to do more active
witnessing both to other Christiane end to Moslems. Then for several
months in the yeer they hold nightly open air evangellstic meetings which
draw crowds of peoplees This society has not been officially recognized
by the Coptic hierarchy, but mesny epirituslly minded Copts belong to it

and do all they can to further its activitieu.l

be The Fellowship of Unity

The first move toward official cooperation was given impetus
by the Lambeth Conference in Englend in 1920,which sent out an appeal for
unity emong all the nonwRoman Churches of HEgypt. Bishop Gwynne, the Angm
lican Bishop for #gypt and the Sudan, rssponded to this eppesl by ecalling
a conference in 1921 for representatives of the Coptic, Gresk Orthodox,
Syrian, Armenian, Abyssinian, Anglican and Bvangelical elergy.2 The con=
ference was held at Helwan with the primary objective of eatablishing
friendship between the groups so that questions upon which there was dife
ference of opinion could be discussed frankly in en atmosphere of Chris=
tian fellowshipe

In 1922 a aeéond sonference waa‘held which included laymen as
well as clergy and out of this gathering came the organization known as
the "Pellowship of Unity". Members joined as individuals, not as repres=
entatives of their Churches, nevertheless,the various administrative lead=
ers gave their sanction to the activities of the group.§ This group did
a great deal to break down hostility and susplecion between the Churches.

8 ¢ & & & & @

le Ofe H. E. Philips: "A Oentury of Missions in Retrospect", Miesionary
Horizons, January 1954, p. 267.

20 Of, Patan: ope cit,, De 1584

3, Ofs S. A. Morrison: "The Eoumenical Movement in Egypt", Ecumenical
Review, October 1950, p. 26, .




56

Priendship wes established and the determinstion to know and understand
one another better grew rapidly. They resolved to visit the Churches of
other communions and to exchange pulpits occesionally. Arrangements were
mede to hold meetings for fellowship and study at various intervals dur~
ing the year, Also an annual joint worship service was started at which
one of the Churches acted as host each year and took the mein lead, while
representatives from the others took their shsre in the reading of Sorip=
ture or in prayer.l" Through publications the group extended its influ~
ence throughoutlthe Churches and won increasing support from both clergy
end laymen. United efforts were made in relieving distressed Christian
people in Asis Minor where the Turks were carrying on severe persecutions,
end attacks were made upon the evils of white=slave traffic, venereal dis=
esse, and drunkénnesa.2 In this way, the orgenization contributed greatly

to the cause of cooperation,

¢e OCommittee of lLiaison Between the NonwMoslem Communities in Egypt
In June 1938, a measure was introduced into the Egyptian Sen=
ate whose purpose was to make illegal the teaching of Christianity in
the schools to children under sixteen years of age, It did not pmss, Howw
ever, in April 1940, the Arabic press reported that the Council of Minis=
ters had epproved the following dreft law for submission to Parliaments:
Article I: Religious propagande in whatever form is forbidden outside
buildings which ere specially designed for the practice of religion
or places which procure a special permit for this purpose.
Article II: The following are conslidered to be aspects of religious

propaganda if they occur in educational institutions: (a) Making or
allowing pupils to participate in lessons on & religion other then

e & o & o o
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their own; (b) making or allowing pupils o participate in prayers or
allowing them to listen to religious addresses on a falth other than
their own; (e¢) distributing to pupils publications or tracts which
contradiet their religious convietions. (The above reguletions apply
also to medical and chiritable institutions when directed towards
patients or clients.)

This pending restriction struck consternation into 211 Chrise
tien groups and issued in discussions between educaticnalists and Church
leaders which prepared the way for the formationlin 1940 of a widely re=
presentative Christian group which met every three weeks to study the sub-
ject of "The Church and Internstional Order" under the auspices of the
World Council of Churches, Through the activities of this group there
was built up s relationship of mutual trust between leaders of different
Churches, thus paving the way for more official forme of cooperation.2

In 1944 & new draft léw was proposed similar to the one in
1940 but adding thet the Minlstry of Educsation must sanction the appoint=~
ment of all teachets, must determine the qualifications of any foreign
teachers, and must lay down the curriculum of all schoolse. Included in
this law were provieions which robbed the Christiian courts of many cher=
ished righte and opened the door to a still greater leoss of Church mem~
bership to Islam by offering certain legal advanteges to the Christian
who becanme a Mbalem.5 This lew struck right at the heart of =211 the Chris=
tien Churches of Egypt so that there was sn urgent necessity for wunited
action to be taken, The committee on "The Church and Internstional Order"

took the initiative in inviting leaders of the Christian communions to a

discussion on how to resist the government proposals. From this discus=-
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sion on December 29, 1944 came the "Committee of Liamison Between the Non=

Hoslem Communities in Egypt®, Included in this group were Romen Cetholice

and some Jews.

At first this commitiee also wes unofficiel, made up of leaders
of the various Churches who were concerned sabout the rights and freedoms
of Christians ia ¥gypt. Soon, however, the Churches saw the advantsge of

united action and appointed officiael delegates to the Committee., They met

at least once & month and st first primerily engaged in defending their
legal rights. As that problem beceme less scute, they combined their efe
forts in verious constructive programs such es work among the blind, the
Laubach literacy cempaign, and an annuel evangelistic drive called the
"Week of Witness", They took a lead in promoting s common Christisn wit=
ness on serious questions of moraiity such as divorece, the quality of cin~
ema films, and standards of socisl and personsal conduct.l
As 2 spirit of friendship and mutuwal understanding emerged, the
Committee waes able to go one step farther and study the causes for tension
between the different Churches and consider some arrangement by which cer=
tein Churchee ocould be persuaded to refrain from actions which offended
otherss It was 5gre§d that no Church would admit meubers of other Churches
whose sole aim in changing communion was to secure an easy divorce or gain
some modificatien of personal atatuﬂ.a No definite action hes been taken
to form & concordat of Churches to arbitrete these difficulties, but the

freedom shown in the discussion of problems which have long been sore

points is a great stride toward true unity of spirit.

»# ¢ © & o & »
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3¢ Feotors Hindering Complete Uooperstion

Although much progress has been made toward cooperation bew
tween the Coptic and the Evangelical Churches, there remsin a number of
berriers which deter both groups from wanting more complete unity. Uppere
most among these is the grest dootrinal differences which still exist be-
tween the Churches, The Coptic Church still meintains her stand es a
Monophysite Church, continues to venerate the Virgin and the Saints be=-
yond the point at which Protestants can concur, eand places more emphasis
upon the sascraments than do the Protestants. At the ssme time she dew
plores the lack of an episcopal order in the Evangelicsl Church and re=
gerds her own communion as being the only true Churche Because of these
differences she will cowcperate only with sssemblies which pursue prec-
tical eims of common actions and not with those which undertake to examine
dogmatic questiona.l Coptic representatives in doctrinal assemblies are
required to spesk only the opinion of the whole Church and in no way to
deviate from it. Therefbre fthe readiness to reconsider one's Church in
the light of the Scriptures" which is usually regarded as the basic condi~
tion of ecumenical intercourse sounds to them like an invitation to become
Protestant and is therefore repudiated.2 ’

Suspicion and intrigue are very active in the relationships
between one section of the Coptic Church and another as well as between
Cops and Evangelicals, Thishes been aggravated by the fact that the major-
ity of the Evangelical Church have become members at the expense of the

Coptic Church. This is considered by the Copts as proselytizing.5 Also
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Protestants have too often shown a lack of concern end understending toward
the Coptic Church and have tended to condemm her rather than aid her, which
contributes to her mistrust. Denominstionalism recently mede itself felt
in Fgypt with the entrance of numerous smaller sects. This division with-
in the Protestant fold has inereased Coptic reluctance to join the Evangelw

icals in any but superficial efforts toward unity.l

4, Proposed Strategy for Future Relationshipe

Since the Coptic Church is leoathe as yet to enter into any alwe
liance which hes doctrinal implicetions, the best strategy for the present
is to continue cooperative action in evangelistic, educational and social
life until aufficient understanding and trust hee been fostered to make
the time ripe for theological discussions of doctrine and church order.
Personal friendships should be developed between the leaders of the two
Churches whenever poasiblé and proselytizing will heve to cease completely
if mutual confidence is to be restoreds In this regard it would be wise
for the Evangelical Church to imitate the poliey of the Anglicsn Church
in Hgypts. In its "working principles" it is stated that the distinguishe
ing mark of membership in the Church is Christian witness to the MNoslem
populetion and that it'coveta no sccessions except those men and women
who are the result of such evangelistic effort or who desire to share in
it. Most applicants from other Ohristian Churches are urged to remein in
their own communion and do ell in their power to strengthen it. At the
same time the Anglican Church seeks to encourage end cooperate with other

communions in eny effort towards revival.?
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Various asctivities which exist separately in each Church could
be combined on a local as well as a netional sceles Among these are Young
Men's leagues, Tempersnce lesgues, Debating leagues, snd even Bible Study
leaguess Such integration would not compromise either communion, yet
would be an importent step toward greater aneuess.l

Orgenic union of the two Churches is out of the question for
many years to come but the two groups should be able to meintain a funece
tional unity which aucceeds in strengthening end supplementing all pheses
of Church sctivity and thereby furthers the coming of the Kingdom of God

40 the land of Egypte.

Ge. Summary

This chapter portrays the corrupt condition of the Coptic

Ohurch in 1854, when American missionary work was founded in RBeypt, and
then traces the development of changes in the Coptic Church to the pre-
sent dey. Eitter opposition and animosity toward the Evangelical Church
was charscteristic of the Church until the turn of the century. Their
hatred was expressed first in persecution of their own members who evidw
enced an interest in EWangelical views or activities. Then active hog=
tility was directed at the leaders of the Protestant Churche. Progress
wee hindered at every turn by the use of threasts, politicel alliances,
physical compulsion and competetive activities. The result was a greatly
inecreased interest in espiritusl affairs due to the great commotion being

made over them, and s far more active Coptic Church because of the necw
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essity for duplicating Protestant activities wherever possible. A reform
party developed within the Coptic Church which brought about some needed
changes in social areas but left untouched the reslme of greatest spirite
ual defieiencywin the life of the Churchs. Outwerd transformstion in wore
ship, practice and education as well as inward changes in soccial attitudes
were brought about largely through proximity to snd competition with +the
Bvengelical Church, until the two groups became sufficiently similar to
meke possible a spirit of toleration.

Although the original intent of the missionary activity in
Egypt was to cooperate with the Coptic leadership in bringing about re-
form within the 0ld Church, it hae only been since the first World War
that any real cooperation hes been realized except for scattered instances
brought about in local areas by enlightened priests. 'Graduallywhowever,
barriers have broken down and needs have arisen which have demanded united
action and forced the Christian communions of Egypt to combine forcese.
Inter~communal orgaenizations have been established to take social and po=
litical actiocn in behalf of all Christians in Hypt. Thiernew trend has
not resulted in perfect unanimity or in any moves toward organic union,
but it has done much te bring about greate} understanding and apprecias=

tion between the Churches and to pave the way for more effective work

and witness in the future.
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SUMMARYVAND CONCLUSION

A. Summary

It has been the purpose of this thesis to trace carefully

the development of the Coptic Church from its founding in the first

century until the present day, with particular emphassis upon this last

century during which the BEvangelical Church was established, in order

to determine the extent and the significance of the influence which the
young Church has exerted over the old one.
It wes discovered that according to tradition the Coptioc

Church was sterted and organized by Ste Mark in the city of Alexandria,
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The Church grew rapidly in spite of severe and often inhumen tortures

s

applied by the pagans to the Christiens, until by the fourth century
A. D., Alexandria was régarded as one of the leading Christian centers
of the world. The Church prospered and produced outstanding ecclesias=

tical and educational lesders, such as Clement, Origen, and Atheanssius

i 4 A A R

whose opinions carried much weight even in Constentinople and Rome,
Several detrimental influences then entered the OChurch in
Egypt and proved to be her ruin. Monaaticism originated here and took
its most extreme form both in the tremendous numbers who turned to monas=
tic life, and in the rigorous type of asceticism which wes practiced by
those who withdrew into the desert. ©Secularism and love of power claimed
the Patriarchs of the latter part of the fifth eand the sixth centuries so

that orthodoxy and orthopraxy were sacrificed in the struggle over ecclew

siastical supremecy., Heresies  harassed the Church in repid succession,

climaxing in the Monophysite controversy in which the Coptic Church sided

ol b
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against orthodoxy and the decision of the Council of Chalcedon. - From this
time on the Coptic Church was a separate ecclesiastical body from the rest
of Christendom.
The Greek Orthodox minority in ¥gypt formed the official state

Church and so persecuted the Copts that they welcomedithe Moslems in the
seventh century s deliverers from their Ohristisn oppressors. Soon, how=
ever,.the yoke of Islam fell heavily about their shoulders and for cenw
turies they were greatly persecuted. Many died for their faith and many
recanted so that the Oopts became an increasingly smell minority in the
land, Ignorance and persecution led to & superstitious reliance upon re-
ligious form while knowledge of the content of their faith vanished., Even
the clergy were illiterate beggars unable to be shepherds of their peoples

' The nineteenth century opened with Mohammed All on the throne
of Fgypt and a new progressive’atmoaphere in the air. Religious freedonm
came to the Copts with the cessation of persecution, but the Church was
too degraded to realize her new opportunities.s It was at this point that
the Shangelicai Church was established after an unsuccessful attempt by
foreign misslionaries to reform the Coptic Churche This young Church was
filled with zeal for‘the Word: of God, emphesized the value of content
over form, and overflowed with evangelistic enthusiasm. Ooptes were conw
fronted with the Gospel for the first time and were attracted by the
simple sincerety of Protestant worshlp services so that they flocked by
the hundreds into the Evangelical fold., Alarmed and jealous, the Qoptic
clergy rellied their defenses, but finding them inasdequate they took the
offensive, stirring up persecution and duplicating Protestant activities,
. These measures succeeded in holding many Copts but failed for the most

part to change the inner heart of the Coptic Church,
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A:imore tolerant attitude grew up in the Coptic Church anﬂ
gradually warmed into a desire for cooperation within limited aress.
Due to the many doctrinal differences still existing between the two
Churches, cooperation hes been able to develop only in the sociel and
political fields. The two communions have combined forces in meeting
the social problems of their membership and in protecting their legal
rights in face of the Moslem government. Occasional joint worship
services and evangelistic campaigns have laid the foundetion for free
disoussion of éoctrinal variations which should eventually result in

greater understanding and unanimitye.

Be Ubnelusion

Ih the examination of Coptic Church history it was noted
thet there was an abrupt change of development during the last half of
the nineteenth century. After more than a dozen ocenturies of steady
decline and degradation, the Church began to meke rapid strides in the
direction of educetion, OChurch reform and social progress. Although
there were social and pdlitiqal factors which had great influence during
this period, these were found to be inadequate to have produced such an
overwhelming change. On the other hand the establishment of a vital,
young Protestant Church in rivalry with the old Church was seen to have
stinulated her to new interest and activity.v Due to the fact that the
changes produced in the Coptic Church were in the direction of gaining
greater similarity to the Protestant Church, it was concluded thet the
influence of the younger Church was the primery factor in the rejuvena=

tion of the old Church.

It was further found that the underlying motive for most of
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the reforms that have taken place within the Coptic Church was not the

desire for a spiritual awakening but the fear that the Protestant Church
would deplete the old Church and alienste her members. Therefore, changes
have tended to be superficial with an aim at being sufficiently similar
in appearance to satisfy the clamor for reform which hes arisen dus to
Evangelical influence and the distribution of Scripturs. Most of these
steps toward rejuvenstion have originated with the enlightened laity,

educated in Protestant schools, who have stimulated the Coptic hierarchy

to action. Radical moves have been made to rid worship services of meanw
ingless mummery and superstitious practices and to reinstate the preach=

ing of God's Word to its proper position of centrality. Picture worship

and the confessional have practically disappeared altogether and fasting

hes been greatly modified and reduced.

Church activities among women and students have received es-
recial impetus because of similar emphesés found in the Evangelical Church.
Bible study groups snd efforts ﬁoward social welfare and reform have grown
up and been effective in waking the Church to its wider responsibilities.
However?nationalism among the people and spathy within the hierarchy have
prevented deep apirituai revival in the Coptie Church and have deflected
many movements such as the Reform Party and the "Friends of the Bible"
from their original purpose of doctrinsl and ecclesiastical reform. There=
forefthe Coptic Church today, slthough far more alert and sensitive +to
her needs and her responsibility to meet those needs, end fer more active
in her Church program, is still unchanged in basic doctrine and only very
partielly transformed in ite spiritual life.

It was concluded that the future relationship between the two

Churches should develop and strengthen all activities which involve
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gocial action without bringing in dogmatic discussion until a firmer
basis of mutual trust end eppreciastion has been esteblished. It wes
suggested also that there should be no move st present towards organic
union because it would compromise the positiom of both groups and tend
to arouse antagonism. Buphasis should be placed upon joint activities
and common needs until the day when the Coptic Church has undergone a

genuine spiritual revival which then would make possible a truly united

Church in ®ypte
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