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The work ot' each recitation should be strongly motivated.-­

The primary responsibility for motivating the work belongs 

to the teacher.n1 

In Chapter x. Branom writes in regard to the teacher's 

duties in the study p,eriod ... r'The t~acher• a function in 

the study period is to act as a stimulator of activity arid 

is not that of" any authority or a general source of inform­

ation. It is her business to see that the pupils have mat­

erials and sources of information with which to work. As 

the pupils a.re·stuqying she should pass. quietly among them 

l.ooking over their work.-.... The teacher should stimulate 

suggestions;, l:>Ut she should not be a crutch for the pupils 
2 to lean upon.n ·It is quite apparent from the above list 

of duties which the teacher must fulfill that she is an im-

porta.nt factor in the new method of education. 

Another writer who has seen fit to warn the teacher. of 

her duties in teaching by projects is John A. Stevenson. 

Stevenson says, nThe teacher's task is simple yet difficult, 

simple because he must merely commence the process by so 

c'ontrolling the situation that a need or problem '\dll arise 

:for~l;)le child the rest, within certain limits are the cap• 
,<";it'"<": ' 

aci,ti:·~~ ,of' the child; and to properly gauge these and take 

them· into account requires teaching ability of a high order-. 

In order that the.pro.jects :may serve a progressively edu­

cative purpose they must be so organized as continuously to 

present new difficulties and offer new opportunities for 

a.,chievement. n3 

l ... Branom, :Mendel,, E. - The Project :Method in Educa.tion,Pgs. 79-101 
2. Same - Pa.ges 158-159 
3. Stevenson, John A. - The Project Method in ~ - -eaching, Pga. ?8 ,a2 , 8 3 



Later on in his book, Stevenson writes, "Before the 

teacher attempts to teach a subject by this method, certain . . 

suggestions should be considered. The teacher should first 

of all survey the subject planned for teaching in order to 

·enumerate all the facta, principles and processes which are 

to be taught. This material should be arranged in a logi­

·cal or systematic order. Then the projects which the teacher 

expects to use in·this subject should be outlined to see · 

how much of the material, logically arranged, will be taken 
. . 

. l 
c&re of by these pro~ects." Finally, he adds, "After the 

facts ha.ve.been introduced and taught by the project method 

the material should be arranged in a logical order and 

drilled upon until a systematic grasp of the subject is 
2 realiz.-,d." These, ~hen, are the duties of' the teacher· 

according to Stevenson. 

Kilpatrick, as we have already noted, regards purposing 

by the pupi'la as the chief factor i.n teaching by projects. 

Hence, we find that he stresses the teacher's duty from the 

point of view that the pupil must do the purposing. There~ 

fore,. hE! says that the teacher!s duty toward the purpose is 

to "rule out bad purposes, peacably if he can, forcibly if 

he must - and on the: other hand to start those wholesome 
3 

purposes which we altogether approve." · 

To the teacher of science who teaches by projects, 

Downing would give the :following duties: "See that the pupils 

have abundant opportunity to come in touch with many things 

1. Stevenson, John A. - The Project Method in Teaching - Page 27?. 
2. Same ... , Page 278. 
3 .. Kilpatrick, Wm. H' .... N.E. Association Bulletin - Vol. 56 Pg.272. 



and with varied situations so as to enrich their experiences .• 
" ' ' ~ . ' 

They need. a profusio:n of intelligently organized sensory con­

tacts to build_ up accurate percepts. They must be directed 

toward the problem ... solving attitude of_mind and the prob-

. lema used in their trai~ing must deal largely with the eon .. 

crete. Their steps in the process of thinking muat be 

guarded against· ~rors. They must be given ideals of accur .. 

acy in observation drill in analysis and discrimination, in 

separating pertinent f'rom non-pertinent :facts bearing o~~ a 

problem, and in arranging_ facta so as to make evidence for 

or against a tentative hypothesis. Knowledge must be a.o .... 

quired to give .fertility of suggestion. They must be 

trained from jumping to hasty conclusions and to assume any 

0 impersonal unprejudiced viewpoint, in looking at a problem ... 
~ 

'1" 
\t) 

l atio situation." 

ing to Downing. 

Suc}l a1•e the duties of the teacher accord~ 

Once more we note the teaoher•s duties according to 

Nolan, who says, "The teache1•: 

(1) "Helps initiate projects." 

(2) "Awakens interest in projects.u 

(3) "Directs the acti v_i ties of pupils to proj ecta of value; 
and 

(4) "Organizes minor projects and problema in the solution 
o:r complex projeots. 11 2. 

In this chapter the duties of' the teacher of the project 

method, as well as her preparntion and functions were listed 

according to the opinions of aeveral authorities. In closing 

_1:t might be worthwhile to briefly state that the teacher ·must 

~· Downing, Ellio.t' R. - Teaching Science in the Schoole, Pti,ge 63. 
2. Nolan, Ora, I. -Education - Vole 44 - Page 288. 



71. 

be prepared to guide pupils in the selection of purposes and 

to guide pupils in the successful realization of their pur­

poses in real life by helping them in working out plans to· 

attain their purposes, in executing the plans made and in 

criticising the finished product. 



Chapter v. 
Some Conclusions. 

As a. result of this study a few general conclusions ~y 

be formulated. First,, it is safe to assume that the project 

method is not a brand new idea by an expression and synthesis 

of ideals and aims in education which have been kept alive 

in spite of time and trial. Briefly, the project method in­

cludes the following elements carried on from the past and 

promoted by some of our present leaders: self activity, 

learning to do by doing (comenius) interest, motivation, 

concreteness, individu11l differences, cooperation, perman­

ent retention, transfer of the judement of values and train­

ing for leadership. 

Second, there is some confusion in the minds of teachers 

and others who are trying to use the project idea because of 

the different meanings given to the project and the project 

method. There seems to be two divisions of educators on 

the questiqn of what the project and the project method really 

are. Those interested in vocational education seem to limit 

the project to concrete expressions of ideas in some manual 

for.m whereas those in other fields of education seem to be 

agreed that a project is a wholehearted purposeful activity 

carried on to completion in a social environment. 

Third, there seems to be strong enough arguments to 

indicate that the project method is a psychological method. 

Moreover, there seems to be facts to show that the princi-



plea of psychology as determined by the application of a 

scientific procedure to the study of psychology are applied 

in the project method.. In fac'~, how learning takes place 

according to our modern psychology ana how. learning takes 

place in the p~oject method of study seem to be practically 

the same thing. Consequently the teacher of the project 

method must understand the latest principles of psychology. 

In fine, this method of the project also points out 

the present philosophical att·i tude of the prog$!ilotists. It 

seems to say the end of education is conduct and character. 

One leads onto the other. Both are dependent. upon purposes 

·of a worthy nature. The child!s purposes must be.utilized 

and directed in his activities so that he will get practice 

in the right habits, attitudes and ideals. of a worthy 

life. In fact, if rightness is to be measured in regard 

to any conduct, then its riehtness is determined by its 

work ability. Then again, man's behavior is a rusult of 

neural connections made in his nervous system. lllan is a. 

mechanism that reacts to a stimulus this way and that way 

accordingly as certain bonds are or are not ready to act. 

No mention is made of any guiding powel" in the determine. ... 

tion of right conduct except man himself, and his environ­

ment. He is to be his own judge. Like an anim..':tl of a 

lower grade, he is to learn what 'to do by doing, by trial 

ana error. Nothing is consid~ree a.~ worthw}aile which is 

based upon speculation. Man must be analyzed scientifically 

and on the basis of this study is man's nature, purpose 



in life, and very existence to be explained. Such appears 
- . 

to be the philosophiGE:tl ideas implied or stated in the 

D. K. philosophy of education through the instrument des• 

cribed, namely, the Project Kethod. 
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