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PREFACE

In trenting ¥orals as a braneh of History, it 1s
my purpose to bring to light some of the underlying
prineiples and facts which &re truly the basis and
st&rﬁiﬁg point of social research by the historian and
the socidlogist slike. To the historian not only does
the Horal progress constitute the very essence of the
historic movement, but the ethical moitive presents it-
self as the most reliable and regulative foree in the
evolution of humanity.

The ehief purpose of this treatise will be %o
recognize and evaluate that particular ?hﬁsa of ¥orals
and Ethies which relates to the Sexual 1life. A real
understanding of history in its true setting is not
possible without this reccgnition and its reflex con-
trivutions. Adolf Wuttke has said "Universal history
is the realization of the moral within humsnity®. The
real advance made by Thucydides consists, mlsc, in the
fact that he perceived the motive forces of human
history to be in the more delicate aspects of the moral
eonstitution of human nature.

Jacoh CGould Schurman is emphatic in saying that
the Moral 1ife of the individusls determineS the destiny
of their racial én& national history. If this treatise
is to be an aceurale slery, we must shun the path of
speculation, which has been the road of least resist-

ance, and follow closely the historical method. To
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understsnd the morsls of today, we must go back to the
earliest records written, and trace the rise and fall
of its various phases through the past centuries to the
present. It has been said that *"Sexusl Ethics as the
comparative history of universsl morality is the ves-
tibule to the temple of moral philosophy”.

Thus, in presenting these facts relating %o the
Horals of the past, it is my hope that we may gain &
point of view which will make the history of these
centuries a more comprehensive field of study, as these
underlying prineiples are taken into ascount in their

relation %o the conduet and motives of the people.

* 0f. "History as Past Ethices” -{Introduetion)- By
Philip Ven Hess Heyers.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Professor FPreeman™ defined history as "past poli-
ties". Yr. Buckls argued that the essence of the :
historical evolution consisis in intellectusl progress.**
¥any present-day economists hold that the dominant forees
in the historical development are econeomic.*** Church-
men consistently make the chief faetor in history to be
religion.

%h&th&r the ughal&@rs of these several interpre-
tations of history would have us understand them as
speaking of the ultimate goal of the historiec evolution,

~or mersly of the dominant motive under which men and

society act, nome of these interpretations can be ac-
septed by the student of the facts of the moral life
of the race as a trus reading of history.

Thus the historisn of morals to be a thorough
historian must study the growth of institutions among
men, observing in what way these institutions have
affected for gzood or evil the moral 1life of the nation.
It is the same with intellectual progress. The student
of morals recognizes the faat that the prﬂgr@sé of the
r@%@ in morality is ususlly coincident with the prog-
ress in knowledge - in othe
is determined by the intellect. As Benjamin Xidd has

r words, the moral consscience

* B. A. Presman - "Historical Course for Sehoola"

** Hemry T. Buckle - "The Haiural History of Morals®

***Zdwin R.A. Seligman - "The Zoonomic Interpretation of
History™ 2nd Ed.



said, "When the intellectusl development of eny section :
of the race, for the time being, overruns %ha ethical
development, natural seleciion has spparently weeded it
out like any other unsuitable produet@.”

~And the same it is with religion. BHeligion has
always been & great part of the 1life of men, and the
historian of morals must also take these into consider-
ation. Ralph Barton Perry has said, **"It is the
funetion of religion to kindle moral enthusissam in the
society of men". ILikewise Immanuel ¥ant has said, ***
"Christianity has no other function or value than as
an aid to morality”. HNearly all the great religions
of the world have started as morsl reforms. Cf. T. H.
Gresn, "Prolegomens to Ethies”, page J6l.

In considering this subject of the morals of the
past ages, 1t is well to recognize that morality is
that for the sskxe of which all other things exist.
Wellhausen has said, "It is the alone essential thing
in the world".

In discussing this problem, we shall use the term
morals as easpecially applied to sexual eugenics and
ethies, for upon this phaze of morality is based the
underlying prineiples which regulate all other moral

conduct, to a large degree.

*Benjamin Kidd - "Socisl Zvolution”

** Relph Barton Perry - "The Horal Zconomy” 1900 - p. 254

¥#%¥0f. Immanuel Kant - "Cutique of the Practieal Reason”.
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The faets for such a history of morals must be
souzht ahi&fﬁy outside the liferature of etnhical theory
and speculation. They must be loocked for in the laws,
eustoms, imstitutions, mythologies, literatures, fire-~
side tales, and religions of the different peoples,
racesg, and ages of history. In 8ll of these there is
always the moral elementi involved; often $his forms
their very essence. It may not be a very complex thing,
embralCing only a few rudimentary virtues and vicez, or
it may involve a8ll the mutual relationships of ceivil-
ized society. All law ccdes, whether eivil or ceriminel,
are essentially nothing wore or less than the embodiment
of man's conception of what is ﬁuai and unjusit. Hythol-
ogies, literatures, and philosophies are charged with
moral sentiment.

Though every race and every age, - since man is
by nature a moral being,- must have some type or sitande
ard of moral goodness, 8511l the content of this type
is determined by a great variety of circumstances, such
a8 the intellectual development, the physiesl environ-
ment, soeial and political institutions, oceupsilion,
and religious idsss.® Every age must be Judged by its
own moral standard.*™ The men of every age have their
own standerd by which they must be Judged if we under-
stand their codes of morals. Studying the ideals of
races and periods in the light of this, we may make
some frultful discoveries. That is to say, speaking

¥ gf. 2. Towes Dickinson - "Idenls snd Pacts® in
Hibbert Journal - Januery 1911, p. 266.

- ** Jas. Bryce - "The Holy Roman Zmpire”, p. 26l.
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broadly, that men of every age, and in every land have
ever followed only such light as has been common %o
their time. Von Holst observes, "If men and times were
raally'nn&arétasﬁ, the morel Tault of their follies and
erimes would slmost always appesr diminished by one half".
Throughout the history of all mankind the family
has always been & key-note %0 both idezls and progress.
This may be slmost resarded as & siarting point of
social research, not only tc¢ determine the sex 1ife of
the people, but to understand all history in general.
The family is the sccisel institution closest to the
hesrts of men and women snd assoclated with their deep-
eat ideals. The family has slowly been shaped into its
present form by eenturies of effort; it represents
s0¢iety's experience and motives with reference to del-
icate problems of profound import. The values sngd
importsnce 0f an unbisssed invesiigation of the hisitory
¢ the humen famlly s&s a key %o past morals, lie in the
faet slresdy mentionsd that sugh stuﬁg is the best
preparation for the comprehension of conditions as they
really were. An enlightened understanding of how certain
customs, viees, and practices caume %o be, and why they
were continued is the first step towsrd making out a
theory of how things ought to be, i7 they were fo be
dirffersnt. 1In this discussion ws shall endeavor to as&‘
facts, rather than theories, and we will discuss the
orizin of morals as relsated to the family 1ife and

individuals as based upon nabtural instinets, - znd



not from ideal love. From this rude source we shall
be able to trace many of the practiees and faulis in
both the family 1life and all other sex relations of

the present. ¥e shall endeavor not to despise origians,
but to evaluate them, as aceurately &s possible, in the

light of history.

1l.
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CHAPTER I1
PRIMITIVE MORALS

At the outset of this work we find it necessary

to define the significance attached tv the terms "Prim-

itive" and "Morals", since these have developed more than

one meaning in current usage. The word "Primitive" may
have reference, (firsi) to an absolutely original state
of society, or {second) it may be applied to such savage
or barbarian groups as sxist at the present time. The
word “"Morals" will be used 10 denote the principles of
sexual ethices as & basic factor in socciety.

If the term primitive is defined stricetly to mean
the original human family, the difficulties in the way
of the student are very resl. It is well nigh impos-
sible to collect reliable evidsnce concerning the
earliest forms of soceial 1ife, since that evidence is
largely lacking.

Qur material must be derived (1) from references
to uneivilized peoples in ancient writings, (2) trav-
eller's acoounts of practices among present day savages,
{3) the reports of investigators concerning the morals
and sexusl ethlics among groups of barbsrisns selected
for specisl study.

It is hardly necessary to point out that all of
these sources of knowledge must be used with caution.

Aneient writers and modern travellers may easily fail

1z.
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- gither to observe fully and exsetly or to interpret

ascurately such morals, cusioms, and sex réiatiaﬁm as
they do observe. We shall endeavor to extract what
‘seems to be the common element of sll these, and that
which seems most consistent with other facts related
to them.
- Bignificance As to marriage, it is probable that most anthro-
gnd Origin
of Harriage pologiats and socisl writers are in agreement as to iis
\ meaning. ¥arriage has reference 30 a union of the male
and femsle which does not cesse with the sct of pro-
ereation but persists after the birth of offapring until
the young are capable of self-sustenance. In view of
this definition i% is apparent that marriage existis
even among birds and some o0f the higher animals.
It seems clear that the sexual instinet alone
gould not have brought about permanent relationships
between male and female., The source of marriage, then,
must probably be looked for in the utter helplessness
0of the new-born offspring and the need of protection
for both mother and young during s varying period. Thus,
it sppe;rs, says Westermarck, that "Marriage has its
’ gource in the family, rather than the femily in marriage".”
  i,¥§%§%f§ of At the outset we should consider a theory of sex |

omiseuity .
i relationship that negates the original existence of both

marrisge and the family. Bachofen, the famous 3Swiss

historisn, says that the saboriginagl men lived in hordes

* @estermarck - "History of Human ¥arrisge” p.22.
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like other gregarious animsls and that complete pro-
misculty in sex relations prevailed. ¥Under such a
regime of ubrestricted sexual intercourse fetherhood
could not be determined; conseguently descent was reck-
oned thru the femsles. Bachofan's theory of original
sex communism has been widely acdepited by enthusisstie

followers for many yesrs. The Scotehman ¥celennan, in

his wellkaown book "Primitive Marrisge”, and the Anmeri-
can writer Morgan, in his book entitled "Anclient Soeclety”,
both maintaln that among primitive mankind sexual inter-

eourse was entirely wnrastricted and sexual unions were

trensitory.
Theory of Ancther ocommon theory is the "Original Fair Mar-
Originsl Fair
Barriage riage”. Tihis theory holds that the originel form of

sexusl union wes pair-marriage, - the union of one man
and one woman, for a more or less tramnsitory period.
@hﬁ writinge of Tylor, Starcke, Westermarock, and many
others 811 tend fo support this theory, which, however,
is not yet conclusively esitablished. This method is
oceasionally found among beasts of prey only. The
cooperation necessary for procuring food would be far
more likely %o ocecur within & group bound together by
familiar assceistion than in an irresponsible horde.
Secondly, the feeling of Jealousy seems to be too per-~
manently a part of men's natures 10 meke the theory of -
absolute promiseuity st all probeble. This feeling
would tend to produce & modified form of monogamie
family, even though sueh unions were probably trensi-

tory.
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¥onogamy The different forms of marriage sre three in number:
Honogamy, Polygamy, and Polyandfry. ﬁﬁaﬁgémy‘iﬂ the union
of one man and one women for a periocd of time. This form
hag been the prevalent type, the chief causs of this lies
in the fact that =most peoples are nearly egually popu-

lated 88 t0 sach s6X.

- Polygamy Polygemy iz that form of merrlage in which one man
| hag two or more wives at the sume time. This custom has
bsen widespread among the Oriental Peoples, znd still is
held ip honor there. Unguestionably fthe leading causes
of this form of marriage are economie and socisl, as
‘well &8s perszonsl. Obviously however, a plurality of
wives satisfies the ill-regulaited sex lmpulses of the
savage more completely than MHonogamy. This practice has
been confined largely %o the more powerful and more
progperous men of the trihe. The effect of this custom
i3 very harmful. The exireme 3sxusl indulgence bhecomes
& part of the 11fe of the wmen cnd reacts unfavorsbly
npon the physique of the offspring. The =moral fiber of
the rece 1s thus sllow=2d o lapse inito the lowest forms
of degeonerscy under such s gysten, snd the position of
! women 1s relatively dezraded ag the sexual lusts of men
are glven proaminance.
“§%13ﬁn§ry The third form of marriage exlsting smong primitive
- peoples ig Folyandry, or the union of one woman with
seversl husbanda. This practice is confined at the pre-
sant time, secording to Goodsell, to a very few groups
notably to certain portions of India, Ceylon, snd Thibet.*

¥ ¢I. Goodsell - "The Pamily &s & Social end Cd.
Institution” p. 27.
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Amopng the leadlipg vauses ol Polyandry is the numerical
disproportion beitween lhe sexes, snd it ia.ﬁleﬁalg
bound together with a marked excess of male births in
any community, or infenticide of femsles.

Among many savage groups there existed a
atrong aversion to the marrisge of near kin, which ex-
pressed iitself in widely different forms. A few groups
parmitdéexual intercourse between father and daughter;
whereas the horror of cohablitation between mother and
son Wiz well nigh universal. Some tribes 4id not forbdid
the marriage of brothers snd sisters, while viewing with
much 4disapproval any sexual relations between parents
and children.

A large number of tribes not only condemned sexual
relations between blood relatives, but forbade marriages
between menmbers of the same clan, or itotem groups. The
sustom of marrying outside of the clan or tribe iz call-
ed "Exogamy®. The custom of marryling witnin the group
is ¢slled "Zndogeny”. Exogamy on the whole proved benefl-
icient to the famlily snd iribe. 3Bul Endogamy produced
an "Inbred People” which are described as short of siat-
ure, vasant in expression, and so infertile thati the
race rapidly became extinct.

The home training nedurally falls into two divi-
gions, (1) the soecisl and morszl, (2) the practieal. The
family has the important task of starting the eduecation
of the uninformed child in the group way of thinking

end aciing concerning sex relsiions, tresitment of women,



attitude toward parents, methods of warding off evil
gpirits, 2te. Bubt it must not be supposed that any
gonscious sthical alm was present in the minds of these
prisitive parsnts. Imitation was fthelir only method.
Sex antagonism, snd sex taboos are highly dsveloped
among some primitive peoples.

At puberty the moral education of the boys among
most primitive peoples was given over to the older men
of the tribs. The chief interest ol these puberty rites
lies in the fsot that some of the ceremonies are defi-
nitely desigzned to prepsare the boy for marriage, and to
gonduet himself in his sexurl relsiions scecording to the
eﬁstems of the tribe. After the long ordsals are over
the youths are regarded as men, snd sre permitied the
ususzl sexual license, sven before marriage.*

In some tribes, &g puberiy approaches, the zirls
are kept in close seclusion and required to fast rigidly.
During this period they receive instruction from the
older females in such sexual cusioms &s are essential

for them to know,™*

* of. Toplin - "The Tribes of South Australia”
¥% 0f. Prazier - "The CGolden Bough" pgs. 204-233.

J
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CHAPTER 111

HEBREW MNORALS
Our ehief sources of information concerning the

Hebrews are found in the (ld Testament, especislly in
the Fentabteuch and the book of Ruth, &nd in the Talmud,
an an¢lent work consisting of commentaries of the sages
and Rabbies of Israel on the losaic law. The trsatises
of the Talmud are devoied largely to marrlsge asnd di-
vorce, also touching the laws of &ﬁultery;

In the esrliest times ol the 014 Tegtament narrs-

‘$ive the Hebrews were Patriarchel in Type, and furnish

us with a very good example of the family organization.
t is probable thst the pastorasl snd nomadie life” which
they followed had much to do with their ideals. The
Hebrews generslly traced kinship to the males, although
it is probable, says Fenton,*® that this patronymie
system supplented an earlier maternsl kinship system.
In but two respects was the power of the patrisrchal
father restricted:***He might not make his daughter
prostitute, nor might he sell her to a sirznger. There
seems to have been & custom of selling ﬁaughtera to
fellow countrymen, as is deseribed in Zxodus 21:7-9.
This practice with the most serupulous care could not
but result in mors or less immorality and sexusl 1li-
cense, although it was highly secret because of the
*  {f. NMumbers I:22 znd III:15-20.

*%  Fenton - "Zarly Hebrew Life” 1880 p.Z2.
*EX Leviticus XIX:29.
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3@?&#% punishment for such prescribed by the law of Moses.

Unlike the Greeks and Romansg, the Hebrew family was
Polygynous. The prastice was expressly recognized in
the Mosaic Law,® although scme atiempt was made to 1limit
the number of wives one man might have. Among the most
immoral practices, whieh we find is the cusiom of Con-
cubines, which were female slaves to the lustis of their
masters. Sarah, Leah, &nd Racheal &ll gave ilhelr per-
sonal slaves to thelir husbands a&s (oncubines and claimed
the offspring of ihe union as their own.™ There is &n
implied protest againet this practice in the later
prophe tical writings, where the Monogamous marriage is
used a3 & symbol of the union of Jehovah with Israel,***
y2t beyond question Polygamy was permitted for many
genturies, evesn during the Christlan era.

For ssveral reasons wmarriage i3 held in high esteem
among the people of Israel. Large Tamilies were common.
Early marriages wers advoeated for securing purity of
1ife. Rabbi Huna says, "Wnoscever 13 tweniy years old
and has not taken a wife all nis days are polluted with
sin, and evil thoughis”.

*¥f¥pagnibibions of maerrciage are daclared in the books
of Leviticus and Deuwterononmy wlthin certein relationships.
A man may not marry nis hall sister, his daughtsr-in-law,
his aunt, or his wife's sister. IV is possible that the
Jews, always an intelligent pesople, had discovered the
* Deuteronomy XXI:15 and XVII:17.

**  Hosea I1:19-23.
*%% Bennett - "The Hebrew Family"” p. 848.
FEEF vevitieus XVIIT: 18 and XX.

\
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harmful effects, in the foram of physical degeneracy

and fesble-mindsdness, which follow close intermarrisge.
A man who had committed adultery with ancther man's wife,
or who was under suspicion of so doing wuas farkiéﬁsn to L
marry. Guite eéarly in Hebrew history the law reguired
the eonsent of both parties for the marriage to be valid.
The betrothal was considered as sacred as the actual
marriage, and the gzirl who proved fuithless to her be-

thothed was treated ag an aduliress, &nd received oruel

' punishment for that offense.

Tuere appears to have been no restrictlions placed
upon the right of the Hebrew to divorce hils wife. *The
¥osaic Lew sistes that if a wife does not find favor in
her husband's eyes, for any reason whatever, he may
divorce her. However, some of the prophets deelared in
no uneertain tones their disapproval of divorae.™™ Like
marriage, divorce was purely a private matter with which
neither law nor Rabbles interfered, in early times. It
gonsisted simply in the Husband's handing the wife a
Bill of divorcement containing the words, "Be thou
geparated from me". These rezulations became eh&ng&&
to more complicated forms in later times, probably for
the protection of @@mem,'an& it is thought that the
gontrol of divorece was more znd more taken over by
the religious authaéities.

The household was the only educational institution

until the time of Christ, and the parents wers the chief

¥ Deut. XXIV:l-Z. *% gal, IT:14-16.

TN
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teachers. Oreat respect and reversnce toward parents
were demanded of all Hebrew ohildren from babyhood., At
his mother's knee the boy learned brief prayers and
pagsages from the book of Moses. Such religious and
moral training was continued throughout their youth.

It is probable that{ these Hebrews maintainel the highest

type of moral stsendard known to this time. Charscter,
manners, and morals were the chief goals of this home
treining. All forms of lust, snd any 1llicite sex
relations were severely punished by the law, and every
influence was thrown about the 1ife of the child to
produce virtuous conduct. This is pussibly one of the
underlying reasons for the long endurance and hardiness

whieh has made the Jewlsh people what they have been.
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CHAPTER IV

T £YIRERELT O
™iE GREELS

The Greeks, like the Hebrews, were patriarchal in
type; that is, a&ll power was centered in the father as
& governing head. Yet there was clesrly a difference
hetween the source of patriarebal authority in the two
cases., Among the Hebrews the father was an abaoclute
monarch, while the Greex father derived his authority
from the fset that he was the trustes of the family
sstates, and Triest of the domestlc worship. The family,
then, was the unit of power in Greece, and the father's
authority was derivative, not inherent.

Although the Greeks have always been renowned for
their love of beauty, and development of the aesthetic,
their inner moral life has not been above reprosch. From
the sarilest anticuity, Concubinage existed,~ in the
Homaric epies we find them rated as honorable; the con-
cubine was the prize of war and the property of her
captor.” Humerous references in both the "Iliad” and the
"Odyssey” make it olear enough that not only concubinage,
but numerous other {orms of sexual indulgence were of
common practice, espeeially in times of war.

The integrity of Greek life was undermined by the
vicious custom of the Hetairae. In most of the cities
of Greece, nobsbly in Corinth &n& Lthens, there was

maintained a class of young women called Hetalrse who

* 1lisd (Trans. by Beyent) Bik. I - lines 146-50.
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' were trained from childhood %o a life of immorality.
Among this class were not only the unfﬁrtﬂhﬁﬁes, but .
there was a class of young women of foreign birth dis-
tinguishe] for their beauty, and intelleciual atisin-
ments, and it can be safely sald that most of the young
women were well educated. This selasct group were
accessible only to the wealthy and the sceially promi-
nent, who lavishel gifts upon them, in return for which

they were allowed the most unresirzined sexual indul-

Common genog. Then there was ancother class known as the common

prostitutes
prostitutes living in houses licensed by the Ztate. These
were a source of moral corruption snd socisl degredution
which finally ocaused the decay of ithe very heart aflﬁraek
ideals. '

Harrlsge Harriage was held in high esteem by the Greeks and

was looked upon as & sacred cersmony. Celibacy was re-
garded as a serious offense. In Homeric times sarriage
was & orule affair; Cattle, or other property were
given to the bride's father snd the maiden was handed
over to the groom with simple ceremony. BRetrotihal was
a contraet of marriage betwesn the parents, with no
attempt to secure the formal consent of the girl or the
youth; Pinancial arrangements played & prominent part
in this transsction. Love was often an uninown element,
as the bride and groom may never have met, until the
day of the marriage, and thus we see ithat even ﬁﬁ%
married life was probably not controlled by motives any

too pure. The %riﬁe'wﬁa never %0 lsave the home without
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the husband's consent. The husband, however, was at
liberty to¢ live any life he chose ocutside of the home,
and since love was often an unknown element in the home,
gr&tifiﬁ&tiﬁﬁ of sexual desires was often sought among
the public and common prostitutes. It was thus that
disease was spread from the unclean %o the pure, and
what 13 now termed veneral diseases ate to ths very
core of Greek physical life. A sad result was inevitable
and Greece with &ll her idealistie philosophy failed to
control her lusts and fell viecitdn 1o an awful lapse of
moral degeneracy, which was hidden from the surface as
much &8 posaible, but continued %o gnaw, like the wolf
in the cloak of the Spartan Youth, until the external
results were visable.

%iv&rse.wa$ not at all a éemmaa practice in early
times, but later larger rights nf divorcee were conceded
to the hushand, and finally he could dismiss his wife
in the presenc: of witnesses if he found her even un-
attractive. In two instances the husband was very
generslly considersed to be Justified in divorcing his
wife: (1) In case of badenness, (2) In case of adultery.

The home was the nucleus of industry, fraining, and
education. The boys and girls remained under the care
of nuraes and mothers until the sixth or &eveggh year,
dur’ng which time they were e&%@fully treained. If Plzto
is 10 be believed, the Greek home played no @m&ll»part;
for he writes,™ Educstion commences in the Tirst ysar of

ehildhood, and lasts to the very end of 1life”. In the

F et ~ "Protagoras” 3256,



matter of discipline, the child wus by no msans neg-
lected. The thoughits snd idenls of the chllédren were
maﬁlﬁéﬁ by oral fales whieh were rehsarsed before them
frequently. The iraining of the children in harmony
with the approved moral standards was vigorously carried
on in the Greek home. However, the moral guldance by
ignorent snd imperfectly trained mothers was far from

being enlightening in most instances.
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CHAPTER V
HMORALS OF R0uZ

From our earliest records of life in Rome we see
that their moral ideals were largely external. !However,
during the early existence of the Romans we find a sturdy
and virtuous code of ethics prevailing. This was prob-
ably due to the fact that the chief occupation of these
early latins was farming. The c¢ity life had not yet
developed. It wes from this primlitive c¢itizen pessant-
ry that came the strong, tough, moral fibre of ths old
Roman character.

The ehief defeot of the o0ld Roman type of morals
was its sxolusion of the finer virtues. They lacked
the gquality of mercy and compassion for weskness which
is essential to the apprecistion of woman. Their itreat-
ment of prisoners of war and of their slsves in the later
geri@% was markxed by repellent brutslity and excessive
sex indulgences. ¥ental self-culture was not with them,
as it was with the Greexs, a moral requirement, and as
& result the sensusl thinking uwltimately produced gross
external corruption.

Marriage could not be entered upon by any exeept
those of equal soeclal rank. ILike 81l the asncient peoples,
the Romans looked &Qon~marri&ge as & sacred and important
act and stamped celibacy with publie disapprovement.

The monogemic charsciter of marriage was far more

strictly ovserved by the early Posans than by the Greeks,
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but concubinage existed as a recognized institution

sarefully regulated by the siste. It was also ihe

| common practice for sex relationmships not sanctioned
-fﬁiatressﬁs by public opinion or law to be ecarried on with one or
: more mistresses. In the Tirst case the offspring of
the union were not members of their father's family
and thus could not inherit his property, and the second
relation was thoroughly condemned in the early days of
the republic ~ although it finally became & recognized
 ?:¢3§1%&%§&& ' form of indulgsnce; thus prostitution was ﬁﬁmﬁ&?%%i?ﬁi?
rars before the period of the funic wars, after which
; it became very prevalent.

Divorce The right $o divoree his wife belonged Lo the
ﬁaméﬂ husband in very early times and 1t was expressly
recognized in the Laws of the Twelve Tables. Indesd
marriage could be dissolved with little difficulty by
a ceremony of breaking the marriage bonds. The causes
Justifying the divoree of the wife were the commiasslion
of capital offenses, - adullery and wine-drinking.

Thus it is seen that divorce waes largely a private
matter in ancient Rome. In later yesrs divoree became

more prominent and served as a medium for the corruption

Fopular of the empire. Finally, in the last days of the empire,
divorcee in

last days marriage could be dissolved at pleasure. Yan was

of eapire

privilegzed to complete his own happinsss throusgh marriage
and to dissolve the assoeiation when 1%t no longer served

ris personsl ends. Cuesar divorced Fompeim, his wife,




Deeay of
Empire

on the me%eﬁ% suspicion of laxity of conduet; Cicero,
likewise. But the meirimoanlal affairs of Pompey best
reveal the disregard of msrtial righis into which many
of the prominent Homans nad sunk in the latter days of
the Zmpire.

Ting we note the vastly lnceresased sexusl lumworal-
ity in the deelining days of Rome, and there caun be
no doudbt thet this was one of the iuportent factors in

the [inal decay and fall of the Empire.
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CHAPTER VI
ZARLY CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE

After the introduction of Christlisn ideals, we see
& very marked change in the moral ethies of the Hebrews
and others influenced by the gospel. Christ taught an
entirely different standard than thet to which thay had
previously adhered, suying that sin was noi an external
act but was the motive within. Zsrly Christianity d4id
not despise the natursl passions but 1ts sole object
was the complete subordination of the sensuous znd nat-
ural man to the needs of the spiritusl man. As & cone-
sequence of this position it demanded the absolute
re jeotion of all sex relationships outside of marriage.

Honopamous marriage a3 we have it at present in
its solemnized and ssered form follows essentlially the
&ﬂatéiﬂaﬁ of Cnristisnity. I%s earnestness and its
solenn dedicatlion possesses the grestest moral v&l&@
for human naturs and affords the grestest protection
againat the impulses ¢f the sensuous world and the
glamor of irresponsible feeling.

Por a briel look at the ouistanding features ol
the esrly Christian attitude toward moral conduct we
derive much velusble information from the writings of
3aint Paul. The doctrines of this great emrly Chrisiian

leader are so familiar that only a brief reference needs
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to be made to & faow of thewm. He writes in I Corinthisns
VIi:2: "Reverthelesgs, to avold fornication, lét every man
have nhis own wife, and every woman her own husband”. Bul
he prompitly follows this doubiful sanetion by the words:
"But 1 speak this by permission and not of commendmente...
Por I would that a1l men were even as I myself.... I say
thersfore to the unmarried and widows, It is zood for them
if they abide even =28 I. But if they csnmnot contain, let
them marry; for it is better to marry than to bura”.

This view very evidsntly plants itselfl sguarsly on the

ground that monogamous marriage is & divine Institution and

~therefore is indissoluble or at least is dissoluble only for

the csuse of adultery. Fres love, polygewy, =nd second
marrisges are sgll yréhibitﬁa‘

Very esrly the Christian church took & firm stand
azuainst second marrisges. Tertullian, in the well-known
"letter to His wWife", sets forth the following doetrine:
"How detrimental to faith, how obstructive Lo holiness
second murriazes are, the &iﬁaiﬁﬁina ¢i the church snd the
prasceripgtion of the apostle declarey when he sulfers not
men twice married to presside over a church, for it bshooves
God'a alisr to be set Jorth pure®. 3t. Jerome, while grani-
Ing & reluctant permission to any widow o re-morry, lest
she fall into the zin of fornication, Justifies his consent
on the ground $hat *“It is prefersble that she should pros-
titute herself to one man rather than to many”. Muony of the

patristic writings comment favorsbly upon coantinence within

* "Letter to Fammechius” p. 70
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the marriage bond and the llives of Qhria%iﬁn‘asaeﬁieg abound
in tales of such renunciation. ‘

In the pagan empire the sarlier restrictions upon the
marriage of sscond cousins hed disappeared, and according to
Taclitus, even first cousins merried freely. Christisn idesls
eltered this and the Christisn emperor Theodosius forbaie the
marriage of {irst cousins under pain of desth by burning.
*Hany other complicated restrictions were enumerated by the
garly Christian emperors, which multiplied the impediments
which had made the formation of & vulid marriage a matter of
ehanos.

®ith the introduction of Christianity we see a very
distinet change io the attitude toward adultery, in that 1t
4id not consist merely of sn external sct VYut the iawsrd
motive. Q&ul%%ry‘wﬁﬁ condemned in unmeasured fterms &nd the
duty of fsithfuliness in éarri&g& was enjoined upon the man

as upon ithe woman.

Fas

It should be remembered that the struggling compeny of
early Christians, @é?iviag a8 they were to reszlize the pure
elhical tesochings of their Muster, found themselves in the
midet of s corrupt znd degenerats society, the lesders of
whieh in meny instances were shamelessly liceniious--sven
though prominent in the 0ld Jewish religious rites. The
graat laxity with respect 30 sevx velsitions and divorce
whish prevailed in imperisl Rome aviﬁeﬁﬁly eaused the early

Christians to take = more exireme sitand for purity of morsals

than otherwiss would have been. To their minds, bent upon

* rolloex and ¥sitland - "History of English Iaw"” p. 383




First single
gtanderd in
morals

’ 52&

purifieation of conduet, most of the shumeful &iﬁﬁaaﬁs of
the age might be $raced to perverted sexusl ethies. The
brutalizing gemes, drinking and exhibitions of sll sorts,
though bad in their immsdiste ends produced further vieious
results in the zrousing of animal passion which, not infre-
quently, sought outlet in unrestrained sexual Iindulgence,
Thus in the Tinel anslysis, the sexual morals appesred %o
the cehurch fathers %o ba the root of meny evils-~if not sll
of them.

We see in the teachings of the surly church the Tirst

evidence of s single standard of morsls for both men and

. women. In the first three centuries of its unmarred purity,

Abortion,
Infanticide,
and Child
Exposurs

the Christian chureh did 4nforce the single standard of morals
upon 1ts members,” punishing equally the guilty husband or
the gullty wife. It would be unjust, sgcording %o their doo~
trine, that a husband should exsct & fidelity which he dces
not himself keep. Although it is regretted that this ldeal
4id not become the common sentiment of the grsut body of
Christiens, we can give eredit to the sarly chureh futhers
for giving 30 the world the grestest stendard of morsal and
sexual ethics ever known to that time.

¥aintaining at ell times the sanotiiy of bumsn lifs,
bought as it wes with the blood of Christ, the lesders withe
in the Christian chureh harshly condemned the nagan practices
of abortion, infanticide snd child exposure, which were s0
general throughout the Roman empire. Prom the Tirst, Chris-

tian teaschers made no distinetion in %he degree of gullt in

* 0f. leeky - "History of Zuropesn iMorals® 313
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any of thess three grimes. It is generally recognized by
hist&ri&é& that the advancement of this ideal was one of
the grestest moral servicé€s rendered to mankind by the
Christian church.

Inasmuch as merrisge was considered symbollesl of the
perpetual union of Christ with his church,-z well-known
doetrine of the Goaspel,-"they considered it & divine in-
gbitution and practically indissoiuble. They cdmitted one
ground, and only one, for dlvorce, namely: adultsry; they
pronounced all other divorces to be great offenses expliable

only by long and severe »ensnce.

33.

The chureh fathers bitterly opposed &ll second marrisges,

except after death of one of the union, and they especially
opposed. the marriage of & divoreed person during the life-
time of the other pariner. In thelr eyes such marrlages
were no better than adultery. This doetrine has persisted
as 8 fundamental prineciple of Christisn doeirine to the
present Sime, and we are highly indebted %o this idesl for
the advancement and evolution of our present standsrd of

civilization.

" Cf. Leeky - "History of Zuropesn Morals" 353.
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CHAPTER VI
THE HMIDDLE AGES

From the closing of the fourth century until the sixth,
the barbarian hordes of the Forth overrsn the Zmpire of Rome
The Vandals, lirewise, seized the NHorthern part of Africa;
the Visgothis settled in Spain; the Pranks Sook possession of
the fertile lands of Gaul. The unity of these lands was
disrupted, and conquest became the chief incentive of ae-
tivity.

The mogt reliable sources avaellsvle for ovur knowledge
of this period and people sre the works of Tacltus, the
grest Roman historisn,- the Uxford trsnslation {N.Y. 1884)
being the most resdy in our language. After the first four
senturies of the Christisn Zra, our mosi important sources
are in the historlesl itreatises of the folk-laws of the
various Teutonic tribes. All of these collections of cus-
tomary law abound in references to the moral status ol the
people from the fifth to the tenth centuries.

In the serly centuries, the boys of the Teutoniec and
inglo-3exon peoples grew up neked and dirty in thelr rude
homas. Their trsining consisted larcely in running, Jump-
ing and learning to use the gpesr. AL twelve he was Ireed

from control of father or guardian.”™ This throwing of the

-

¥ of. "The worixs of Taeitus™, Uxford Trans., H.Y. 1684, p. 308.




boy upon his own Judgment &%t 80 early an age had seversl
effects upon him in general. He learned indspendsnce and
self-control, %o a certaln degree, and, also often took
afdvantage of this lsek of restraint to indulge in all forms

of vice and ssnsuous plessure in response to the newly

awaxensd emotidns of the adolescent period &t thati age.
Just at the time when he needed ecare and training mosit, he
was put on his own veSpurliee | which were not sufficiently

developed %o ssoure siabillity of conduct.

¥oral and There was, with the physical ftralning of the children,
reiigious

training & thorough instrucition in morals whieh had a wholesome in-
o ‘ ilu@mée upon their lives permenently. Jome religlous brain-

ing was alse given throush the chureh. As & whole the ags
was rude and half-barbarous, reflecting the low stage of
givilization then attelined by the peoples of Yestern Zurops.

Harriage The forms snd prectices relating to ¥erriage have sl-
woys proven & valusble key to the general morals of any
peoples. Tntil the eleventh eentury the Anglo-3axon father

might bestow his daughter in merrisge with no regnrd to her

Zife wishes.” The custom of burgaining for the daughter was
purehease

eommon 1In taking s wife. Love was esntirely eliminated. It
was purely & business trensaction and on & mercenary bagis.*®
This praotlice prodably ceazsed by the tenth century among the
Germanic tribes where it had been most universal.
Wife Before the Chrisilan era, there was snother form of
capiure
securing a wife, namely, wife-capture, among the German
people and practiced also in Wales according to Howard.***
®  of. Young, "Anglo-3axon Family Law” p. 154,

#i Cf. Toorpe, "Ancient Laws™, Vol. I, pp. 24,25
¥¥¥ of, "History of Matrimonial Institutions”, Vol. I, p. 173.
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This proectice wes conducive 10 grosse sgexusl degires snd
their grutification by ithe cepburing method. Yomanhood
was reduced to zn objlect of prey and of bargaining.

ngelf-glfta” There w:s no marriage ceremony, often, other than the
'simgle custom of recitation of the ritual by the two being
married, who, thus, apparently, married themselves. This
sort of marrisge could be declared by anyone izien in sex-
ual offenses &8 proof of legality of their conduct, snd
thus punishment wes avoided. O(n the other hand 1% wasg as
aasily dissolved, sinee no form:]l witness could tesiify of
the rite being performed, and men could take wives for a
ghort time to gratify ssexusl lust, asnd when this purpose
was acsceomplished, dismisz the wives and declare themselves

‘ never %0 have been married.

Influence of After the coanversion of the Germanie tribes to Chris-

the e¢hurch
tianity, {rom the Lifth %o the elghth ceaturies, the Clergy

d4id all withia their powed 1o enforce upon the peopls the
canonical rites of marriage, whieh formelized the aei, and
also gave & Divine asszent 0 the {traussciion.

Adultery Adultery, which had been pracileed during the esrlier
times of this perlod, became more and more crisinsl s the
shurch made 1ts doetrines of ssnetity in sex relations a
part of the lives of the people. ’?&eitaa tells of & wonman
taken in adultery who was heaten through the sirests of
the village until she died.™ The same d4id not apply &o

Double stand- men, though. The doudle sitmndard, so deeply etched upon

ard of morsls
the conscisnce of the Medieval peonles was not Lo be

* 0f. Goodsell, "The Pamily es a Jocial Tust.” p. 202.
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ercsed easily by the single-standard of Chrisiiaznity.
Islam Ethics In the seventh cenbury thers wam = g&eg% raligious
movement of Ialsm whieh profoundly effected the morals of

that period for & short tims. It was the moral degreda-

tion of the Arsbd tribes still c¢linging %o an oulgrown,
jdolatrous worship oapable no loager of giving moral pguid-
ance to its followers, that siirred the soul of Nohammed.

“Hig chief aim was %o affect & moral reform."* He gave a

new rellgion whieh in turn gave impulse t0 new morals.
The doetrine of Honotheism, upon which 1%t was based, was
no small factor in the moral influence, &s has been sssn
' in a comparative study of religious influences in morsls.
. Its failure There is another side of gha\ﬁﬂatrina to face which
ﬁ&fﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁ sondueive to endorsement. The sex-relaiions

which the early Christian Church had condemned as 3in,

are by the Mohsmmedan moral consciousness, normal and
right. Xoran sccepited Polygamy without seruple. The
religion was at a dissdvantsge in that it spresd smong
the most morally degenerate and &iagnluza.peeylﬁa of the
Orient, and assumed much of iis moral consciousness from
 §@&%&1 the people themselves.*® Vice and moral corruption of
liberty
sexual nature were perhaps the greatest impediments of
the spread of Hohammedanism. The doetrine, in sl con-
siderations was finally & failure in the respect for
whieh it was founded--the moral uplifting of ths Oriental

people.

* 0f. Meyer's "History as Past Bthics” p. 287

*¥ a¢, R. Bosworth 3mith, "dohamzad sad ¥Yohommedanism™ p. 09
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& E?ﬁ%&%,Jﬁﬁﬁwﬁ as Peudalism, which was ons of the
wmost importsnt factors in the alstory of the ¥iddle &ges,
gomes %0 our attention next. Chivalry was the name sp-
plied to the code of manners in ussge by the system. This
code was swamarized in the ideal of "Religlion, honor, znd
%af@ﬁtry”.* The children were trained in religion, polite-
ness and physique at home by the mother. The boys early
left home to enter the homes of noblemen where they spent

their time aspiring to kanighthood, and meanwhile assimi-

lated all the sensusl tales and ettitudes of the other

Sguires, pag&a and Yalets. There were many u?kiftiﬁg in-
Tluences of this coursgeous Chivalric life, but Graves says®*
that "every virtue seems to have besn balanced by 2 corre-
1&%1?%,?13&”. Thay helped ito elevate womanhood in formal
goclety, yet thers wes a grest undercurrent of sensual
thoughts and sexusl liberty. This was a direct result of
their love of display ia public whieh won the hearts of the
adniring groups of young women, and after this wos accom-
plished, thelr morel training was not sulficient to regulsate
thelr desires and pussions. |
Goodsell, in "The History ol the Femily” paps 238,
maxes this comparison: "When the lady comes to sel & spir-
itual price upon her love and favor, when the Kanight wille
ingly peys thati price in brave devotion and courteous
service, then love has risen from & purely sensuous plane

and has become an affair of the heart and the mind. However,

&

x Of. Oraves, "Jtudents History of Zducation” p. B4.
"R oor.

£. "3tudents History of “ducation” pa. 33.
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this idemliztic philosophy of affection must have given
place to mere passing faney or unconirolled passion.”
¥arriage was an irksome duty, entirely separate from love,

and love desires were satisfied outside the family. It

Venereal was during this periocd that Soglal diseases became prominent
diseases t0 the zrestest degree since the f211 of the Roman Zmpire.
Iust ruled the castles.
- Honastic During the Middle ages a vital part in the morsl, as
ldeals well a&s politleal and social life was assumed by the chureh,
and "the chief means of levening the barbaric hordes”, says
Graves, "was found in the Uathedral and Monastic schools”.*
These schools were established ﬁa,eeuﬁte?aét the prevailing
immorsl tendeneies and laek of regard in religious matters.
Heligion Religzion and morals have always besn closely intsr-related,
and morals -
some for good and some for evil, and the only religion
that has proven itself a success as & pogitive asset to
elean pure living and which has changed exlisting eustoms
and laws, whergever it has been accepted, %o policies of
moral purity, is the Christian religion.*”

It is true that ths idea of EKnisghthood overéh&ﬁaw&ﬁ
the monk during the dNiddle ages, 3&&, according to Heyers,
"The Mopastic ldeal inspired & great desal of morsl enthu-
siasm and the effect of thosze c¢elebrated monasteries, such |
as that of Cluny and others, had & profound effect for
centuries upon the moral life of Christendom”.™  There

gan be no doubt that the great reverence shown by the

* gf. "3Students History of Educstion” p. 53.
#%  pP, "Christianity and 3ex Problems”, Horthoote.
"Religion and Sex Morsls”, Van Tiglaar, J.3.

**7 Cf. "History as Pest Ethics” p. 3lo.
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intelleetual life achleved
u%if}}l*l ﬁ »

eulture of tre anclient

4 not produced any igh standards

1ife among b

e who went to the

doptha of sexual debasensss, snd tha good influence of

the new learni.ng brougnt to Turope soon degensroted into

P Ay

the sarns affects, and morsls deel inad as the

bacana formsllzed. Relizion was discountad

Humanists and the slement of purity 1ife wus relsoted.

Thae ohlal intersst was enjoyment in

“

lags of {hs

conseq weanees or ris: of
aszh.

of tus pssultz of wre revival

dowaver,

v ey 10
FOme

more gieveting to moeral

Faudslilsn pave way to onoreny and

ghange na polltlenl anvireor with the

and Inventlon, towns grew snd many

took the place of

78 brinss batisr morals. "Tndustey,
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Denisl of
Purgntory
‘reised

Bible
morals

az.

the worishop end bhe marist are the wolders of norals,”
says Veyer.”*

Anothner powerful Tactor ln ths moral hilstory of the

,w

giviilizad world was the irodestant eformetion. This
movemsnt, started by devout Christisn men, proclaismed
the right of the individual Jufigement in matters of
rejlgion and morals. A1l the sthicsl tendancies o
noral betiarment of the renaissance were reenforeed by
the Relformetion,

The protestant denizl of the Cathollie doctrins of
FPursatory had eonsequences for morality no less positive
than those tnat followsed fthe Zatholle tsaching of the
mepritoricusness of the ascetic 1ifs. The doctrine of
pursstory lends 1tself easlily %o &Eﬁ$@ &ﬁﬁ misuse, and

gontribnted do g desdsning of the noral szenge which

ne later medieval pariod and

H 3 B "% = . . e ;g . IR
inevituble reactlicon, haliped 10 provo.e t.e

sleting of tne Blble into the verneouler
of the natlong, whien followed ths rolormation, brought
to Lhs peopnle tie nlgh standard of liviose tsught therein,

e moral sinfulnsss of the gonverts snd 81l

i

and reduced
otnar readers who we seexing truth, Higher standsrds
of love asgsociations wore ralsed, snd nmarrizrss bacane
purified ‘n i%s sagsenes. The reformation spread to nearly
ail eivilized lands and ohanged the corrupted morals of

the ghurenmen and officials s well s the musseg. The

eruren itgelf h=d booome bzsely lomoral previous to fthis,

¥ of. "Uistory as Past thies” p. 32
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and wag one of ~esding cuuses of tha revolt.

of a&l she agesneles,” says 7alph Borton Yerpy,®

&

"wnieh during recent times have been ot work moralizing
orality and creating for woral 1ife & permanent and
indsstructible basis in resson égﬁ consgience, the
Protestant prineiple of sutbtonomy of the individusl has
been one of tne most =fflcient and porsuasivs.’ The
.ﬂﬁg?&éiﬁ% practice of buying slave girls in the mariets,
whieh was common during the renalssuncs even, gr&&u&ily
hoeeame less customary. The double-standord of llorals

1

hae.m2 gquoatloned by the fair-minded, and severe pen=-

w

p N i e e A Ty N s G r o . ww
altlisg beonme atitached o the sin of «dulbtspy--cvan

among the msn.
The educsotion of the ohildren wus in the home
whtle young, eand tue fatholics vied with the Prot-stanis
in exalting thne importipnce of family edues ticn snd
urging the parents to o fuller sppracistion of the
responsibilities of parenthood.”™ luthsr btaught that
the family was the bssls of both Thureh and State, all
of which are established of Jod, and that the 0 vine had
placed sraat importance on obsdienee to purents.®™  He
attributed most of the social evils of the time to bed
' It lg evident that & wide-
gpread sentiment of this sord would be & potent factor
the people out ol the sleuzn of iwm&?g”iﬁy.
Tners was 8 counteractling influence baing injectad
* 2f. soodsell "istory of the anil$” e £82

<
S W D e P— - . e s -
TRCL. Berapsrd, "German Teschnrrs and Zdusators™ p. 131
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inbto the sehool ohildren of this period dsrived Irom the
reading of the French romances which did woeful narm 0
tae m&r&l stondards, says Goodsell®, by iﬁpi&aéimg the
dubious thought in their minds thed love should not be

sougit in mepriage bub rether outside its bouds. This

lad $o vile and corrupt practices when unr-astrained,
Senoois of Wlementary educstion wau stimulated by the prote

protastants
: gatents and tols brought batter Ldeals to ths pople

through the ehildren. The Bibie wus ieught to them,
and 850 were the ghureh orseds.  he reform spread
rapidly to othor lunds from Germany, {(where it was
centered at first) and throush sueh men us %w;ﬁgli.

Helancnthon, Yeander, Calvin and others in Jwitzarland,

Ingland, Trance, and many other eﬁmmtriﬁ$* This cehal-

langed the catholies to greater activity, and they also

gntered iato the field of higher cducstion snid zvangel-~
“ew 1deals izstion of the nationsg. 411 this led to higher motives
of 1ife

In 1ife than Lhe sensuous, pleasureful ones which hed

dominated for so zany esnturies in the pest, springing

from the desire for selif-gratificaiion.

Sevaenteenth In the seventesn end sightaent) coenturiss, thare
G@mtur, in

wig 4 marked chénge in morel 1ife in ingland =nd othsr
. tends. e ahbsll dligouss inzland as & repressnt tive type.
Soelal - Although the dseay of the Teudal system nad had the

distinction
sffect of wesken ng, coxsiderably, the barrisrs between

the verlous social elrsses 1n “ngland, yel these ob-
staolas to progress were by no wenns all removed by the

i

gevanteanth csntury. The ‘rtissns, or day-labourers,

* (e cltb. e 289




eliglous
ﬁf&@%iﬁ@%

ﬂ@%ﬁ%iﬁ%géﬁ sbout foupr-Tifths of the "nolish population
in 1688, “he rellizlousz entiuslasm of the reformation

in

movement perrested the natlion In this

oot of thp homeg thayve

lay that souls, all

meat avery

Ehe povetie

e of living. sell savs, worellty a

patriotlism were sou: Aoovous In those davs. lLen

of estate ie good

tlee sand ehs

true plety,

orning,
ATdey the restoretion of

rhad ohence 1is obasrpved In

H
S

and low morels slorly infects

ation for the worse bec




vomanhood
degraded

Frogbitution

‘@ﬁ@@@&&
ML cﬁﬁ&%

“Taboo” on
sex subjects

Parltansg
sall

Tarly
marriag

RN

satirizes the empty snd low 1life of the wealtby in

vory plain terms, The ldesl of womanhood resched

its lowest ebb dupling this century; 1he wrltl
the tire abound in rel rences to %&iﬁ fact,

and in the eighteenth

Poreignérs visliing

century comment especlially on the low state of gexual

zorality. irchernhelsz wrlites thet 1t was estlirated in

tondon slone hartored BO,000 prostlitutes,

ndreds of "mistresses’ kept by wmany wen
of wealth. {(exual diseases were almost a plasue, with

1ittle means for itrestment. “his widely prevalent vice

hushed up as much as possible, ss modern clvillzae-

tion has ever since triled to do--and i1s 2611l deolng, by

aro set upon discumslon or even recog-

the “teboo’ long
rition of 1its existence,

5 %

Just ss this demoralizing Influence was beglinning

te be felt in Ynpland, thers avose great dlspuitotions

21eing in the

in matters of rollgious tolersree rer

adventurous vovesa of the lurltens in 1600 te the

new-continent, Amerieca.

e, they established &

elviliestion bullt on the best of the ldeals brought

Trom "rmgland durling the virtuous perlod of the gsevens

teenth centurv. Feliplous enthusissy and purlty of

1ife ware hasized explicitely. e shall dlscuss

this influence ovn worls morsls ls

mpring the ssventeenth century sarly marria es

abeth Codfrer, "Hom iAfe uncer the . tuarts”
ggxs “ . -



Clandestine
marriage

“arplapge
Act passed

great dld the scandal becowe that in 1

# Ashton,

Yarrlagze was largely contrscted by the perents, with
ripght of vebto gzrantes ¥the boy or girl. These unions

wore productive of many healthy childreng altho the

7

mortality of them wag evormous Teapriness and contente

ment ruled the homes and lesr of God controlled conduct.

is the elzhteenth century decline of morsls beesne
svident, there was s prominent dlsinslinsiion of the men
for mayriage, st lesst $111 past thelr vounper davs.

s&%w desires were sotiaslied outsids merried bords and
3

thelr lusbts forbade thelr

to s Life of

grole litepe

rurity and home-honor. Ashion savs,

a%w@@ of the day spenks of the tendenecy of the voung

mon to avold the

x] . — ¥ s
matrimony, ¢

tme of the outgrowths of $hls fard wvss the ine

PO S e Y

andestine” marriacses, o finally became

the seandsl of the eslghteenth eoentury. any "lawless
churches”, as they were called, atisined srest notoe-

o

riety as places where any couples could be united in

matrinony with no formellitles or gues

Act was paseed Llwmposi

tiowgver, unfortunately, this et seems to have been

e Ehoy lLavn wore

ekl

iznored, for the praotiee contlirued
passed, and later this sbomination was brought under

pontrol,

In the age of .ueen Anne privste marrispes were

8wy E LR X e B LY. e = o CYP R, ]
"foelsl Life in the lelgn of Jucen Anne,
Pe LB,

47 .



Hiuantlion of
the ohildrern

Fevolution
effects

glee very populsr, and these, not as immersl in

affect, were continued for many centurlies in Ing

The education of the chilldren was left largely

e slongs of the

people, Carelessness In the selectlon of these wes
eharscteristic, snd the neglect of the maternal dutles

Foe wrlites

by fashlonsble ladlies weas es appsrent.
thug: "It 13 indeed true that thls wealthy age 1z so
entirely given up to plessure, that 'tie below & lady

i

o
S

of quality %o trouble herself in the rursery.’s T
was wueh different 1in the rural homes vhore the caré-
ful howe-training was still egontinued and here wng
preseprved the virtus of the natlion..s

Towards the close of the elighteenth century, thore

were aeveral great influences brought to bear upon

natioral relstions whileh wrousht s deep effect upon

the wmoral 1ife., 2mong these wes the

rvoelt of the

hmeriesn Colonles, followed closely by the lrench

revolution 1n an awiful uprising apalrst kirnes and

priveleged sristocraer. Tngland was Invaded by many

theorles of llberiy, egqualliy and  uman %ﬁ?ﬁ%@ﬁﬁg
The attscls direclied sgsinst the Churceh ss ropressive

e

of Presdom of thought were belnpg Telt sven in the rost

congeprvetive “nglish elrecles. Vomen be Lo demand

more than physlical Influence over men, a corirel over

tleman” (1890) p. 71

Paniel,
1, Upe &




formtlon
wmorals

writer sa;

thaly aomn o s itpalinoo resso ., One

mach more respectabls 1s the woman

whe earna her own 1 any duty,

the wost accompl
elayation of the
ration was to a8 marked d cped out of the

seandalized decay of the

agmnon do

nttantion

moral congelence

49,




Beligious

Voman's
‘status

convictions

CHAPTER 1X.
HORAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF AMERICA.

with the founding of the colonles in the new world

there begen & new epoch in the history of morals. Pore

haps there is found nowhere in sll tradition a more
wholesome at%ﬁ%uﬁ@ Eﬁ%ﬁrﬁa life than was found emong the
Colonists, in respect to morasl pra&lema«

The unflinching loyelty end courage which charsce
terized these early emigrants was transfered to all
phases of their asctivities. Their desires were of a
high sort, and their aims were to please God. Yigh this
ideal there was en accompanying chesiity end purity of
moral life, the history of which stends as & monument to

the feet thet high idesls and aspirstions besed upon

- proper motives will elevete men's moral life correspond=-

. ingly. The religlous motives were smong the dominating

foctors of thelr lives; and their convietions on the
matters of moral right and wrong were of the highest
type. Men end women alike worked towsrd a corvon goal,
end the colonial wives were of a practieal snd helpful
diasposition, undeunted by ﬁ%ﬂ%&? or suffering. The wives
of the first Penn settlers sssisted in digging the caves
in the high banks of the Delaware that served ss their
honme,#

Voman was held in high esteenm in sll the colonies
and was early sought in marrisge., 8She was considered

man's inferior in many respects, as did the Engligh of

# Cf. "Colonigl Days and Dames™ A,H. Horton - p. 68




Harriege
saeredness

- Adultery
punishment

the sgeveanteenth é@ﬁﬁu@g, but was trested with the

highest respoets Her pluce was recognized es primarily

-~ 4in the home.

The sscredness and importance of femily government

was deeply rooted in the minds of the Puritans, 8o nigh |
‘was thelr esteem of the family life that they preseribed
the death penalty for sdultery. In Rhode Islaend flogging

was added to this, snd in Plymouth en additionesl punish-
ment of wearing the scaerlet letter "aA" upon the breast

until death, It 1z noteworthy that there was no dige

tinction msde in the sexes in this law conceraning adultery.

This was a product of the Christian ideals of a single
standard as found in the seriptures. The records of the
Hassachusetts Bay Colony show that two persons were

executed for this offense in 1644, and others later.#

Practically the only custom which we f£ind that was

condueive to immorel results was their custom of Toree
contract?” which was & publie ceremony of betrothal care-
fully repulated by statute. This wes responsible for
the i&rg@s% part of the sexual misconduct of the
unmarried,«+# which was not at all a common yréc%ie&;

The saving influence which tended to countersact this
was the vholesome sttitude towards merrisge ss o "God's

joining, not man's," as the Quakers termed it.

#From Cotton letherts "Hagnelie Christi”, quoted by
Coodsell in Op. Cit. p. 354
w# Cf, Shirley, "Early jurlsprudence of New Hampshire."




Child~bearing  In sll the colonies children were warmly welcomed

nonorable

end most of the f&m&li@s were large, Sir villiam Philips,
first governor of Massachusetts, wes one of twenty-six

¢hildren, DBenjamin Franklin wes from a family of

geventeen children, lowever, due to the rugged eonditions

- of living end the lack of hygenic care, the infant

floral disci-
-pline

%ﬁ?téiiﬁy rote was very high.

The ideas of family diseipline which had cheracge
terized ﬁﬁgi&ﬁﬁ in the seventeenth century were brought
ﬁa imeries with the colonists, Children were tralned

40 render respect and obedience to their parents under

| &11 circumstences.s This mede for a morsl stmoaphere

Religious
training

eldlenoss
‘ Gigcouraged

‘which was conducive to high=type conduet end unfriendly

to vice and erime of any sort. Perhsps this is one of

the grostest fectors in the early development of the

golonlies,

The religious training had no small place in the
lives of the children. In the Southern end uiddle
colonies, the children were carefully trained in the
most rigid prineiples of morality end religious devotion.
Family prayers were ncerly universal, and the ehildren
grew up in an atmosphere of r&veraaé@ for the Divine
and a love for the pure end holy things of 1life.

Another faetor in the development of the sturdy and

wholesome ideals and morals of the colonies was their

- policy of allowing no idleness to the children.

# Cf. Earle, "Cchild Life" p. 209



- Education

Denocreey &
morelizing
agency

in finding "misehief for idle hends

1 53,
Isaas Yattst! oft-quoted lines regarding Satan's skill
to do" was fully

ascepted by these early parents. The raagi% was ine
evitably good. Thelr insistence upon the children

spending their spare moments in learning b0 read and
underatand the principles of religion end ﬁﬁﬁ laws af

-%&@i& country was a practice whiéﬁ was rﬁ&wsn&zbz@ for

mach of their superior achievements.

The education of the young was fer from being
neglected because of their devotion to religious
ywinaigl%a; Boarding schools, Aa&ﬁ@mieag toun ele=
mentary scehools, and colleges were established, for
the belief that "religion, morals and education ere
inseparable,” was widely sccepted.

0f all the forces which, sinee the rise of
Christianity, have given fresh impulse to the Ethical
movement insugureted by the new religion, none has

exerted s greater influence than modern Democor

as embodied in the principles of the esrly governmental
policles of America. This is because demooracy is
essentially the Spirit of Christienity spread over s
wider range of iﬁ&ﬁiﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁé; thus the spirit of
Democraey is at one with Christianity. Democracy
profoundly influenced morals. leyers says, "To
demoeratize society, ss to Christianize it, 1is to
moralize it.# The watchwords of the Revolution,
"riverty, Eqaaxitg and ?ragernity“ a?e of profound
moral import.

# Ope Clts pe 340
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At the close of the eightesnth century many factors
were brought to bear upon the civilizatlion of the nodern

nations which revolutlionized the moral fabric. The

French and Amarican revolutions, the Industrizl revolus

tion, and the introductlon of Tnctory-life as &« rasult

of the many newly completed Inventlions

warg anong the

factors, The

nspry famillies had Llvaed in the

the towne and centers of Industry wars zought. Engiand

Py
i

was firel gompletsly transformed by thisz, and Anmerica

soon fe.t the same change. We shasl conslidsr the

=

aricarn.

o -
sround for Lhs Ar

angiish pltuation as a back

Absent from thalr homes She sntlirs

- Lo# ERTE e B Gy ay e R B R yrews
parents had Jittle infiuence unon Lhgle calldren

tuie bine

HOTGLE . Hehools wars poorly

gotan in

in Bn.ouand, and the ¢ lidrun col. grontaneous

& e o

grours propoguating vice and orime ot an alarnming roate,

Fobsrt Oweng and others sas Lha

noeble efforts to remedy tos ilgnorance Julgh thay

Gy I . B . E N P 2 9 LA e A
taought causag of U ¢ and Lhg moral

degrudation. work srread over

£ T T T N I N
a»,ﬁé:f}vaa@ﬁz%gﬁ HG WAD DIn8LLY Gonies on

B

The new machinery v

women were soon ermnloyed an extensively as men;

and soon the children, thouph very young, wsrs olso

drawn into the grinding factory-life. Gibbons

e ; [ N, EEE S vep e & om i es et e A -
dascribes bLhe final condlition wiulch resulted by

xoer B g o o e s ; % paie &Y ¥ S <P T g
gaying: many parsnts let thelr ¢hlld sre from eariy

till late without sufflcisnt clothes or food, and they,

themselves, staid at home &ﬂ@ did 1ittie”. In the nalf of
# In "Induetry in England®, '




Americen
factory life

Edueation
- extended

55,

the century,; from 184l %ill 1&91, the number of women
in the factories of England ineressed £Z1 per eent,

Upgve sbuses grew out of this system. Homes were
ill-kept, meals were prepared hastily and unappetizingly
foundations were laid for those hard drinking

hebits of the Inglish lsboring c¢less so freguently de=

ploved by soclsl writers of the nineteenth century,.
Fenily ﬂi&ﬁiﬁliﬁé was underained, and the children grew
up in the faetory life in dense ignorance and moral
dariness.

In imerics, practically thﬁ same situation pre-
veiled with the introduction of the manufucturing
centers in meny ploces. & census in 15008 showed
129,000 women employed in the cotton mills of the
country, Heny of these were young women in the plastic
years of their lives.## Child~laobor incressed as in
¥nglend, and some werse lknown to work twelve hours a
dey., A deocline in morsls followed,

Ldttle by 1little,; we csme to a reslization of %he
situation, and laws were passed forbidding tne employment
of enhildren under certein eges, and the employment of
women in mines and other dangerous places., The edu~
cational opportunities were extended to women, and thelir
pgain. Higher

£

stending wes goon on the upwerd trend

education, even, was soon apened to women.

- see "Twelfth Unlted States Census" p. 600, "Occupations.”

#% Cf. Idith sbbot = "Women in Industry” p. 182



A f&eﬁ waich none can demy is thet during these
Go?ruﬁﬁi@n ~
sown ‘Vyﬁﬁfﬁ of @iﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ@é ﬁom@«lif&, blested morals, and

' God.

©ss faaﬁﬁry yali&i@a, there was sown a great

k ff@¢®1ﬁ§ of seed which was to be harvaﬁﬁ@a 1at@r, and

5@@ are t@&ay ?@&ﬁiﬁg part of thet same harvest.
ﬁivaraa %@ammaf more essily obteined, edultery was
o

laat of the ninataan%h.aaﬁﬁgfu

nIon ané w&ay Christian grinaigl@a waned in the




avoelution
ﬁf ideals

feligion

arsl
aducation
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apents.
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“ith the twentleth have comé many

zﬁfEW@ﬁtiw} fnotors tendl aur woral 1ife

name: political

declidedly. Lmong these we
progstitution of justlce and 1llberiy: incressed
gentrallization of 1iving guarters wh

gith the highly developed industrial g

aeg larization of sducetion with the

relipglous ideals and principles; monopoly of land

and wealth by imvg@ corporationa w! the conseguent

reductlion of the status of the employees to that of
s mechanlieal comporent of the whole process; the
Iinflux of zv@@@@&ﬁ frmorality wilth the world warg
the divoree of wtonomlcs and ethlege-ylih the

strikes, rlots, panics, and class ant

grest controversles which have cau
gepsration and hostility betweon aclence and religlon:
and finally, the great decline of Christlenity iltselfl.

the other hand, our educatloral sy mg have

become the most highly perfectes we have ever inown,

gyl thisz has been one of the influences whisk han

helped o stabilize our ldeals.
free and pblic instructlon hes contributed not a

1ittle to the ‘reaking down of aolass preivdice and

to preservation of comuon @ chureh hag

3 g

Tiuonced the

hald a standard of 1living

nation profourdly.




freakling
up of
family
1ite

Divorce

'%&@ extinctlion of the family, snd thaet ¢

vimﬁi?iéﬁaiiﬁﬁiﬁ'iﬁﬁﬁi% have superseded the

autooratic, The family has boen one of the flrst
inatlitutions to be affected by thls, and the Inde-

pendence of 1ts mewbhers has been purchesed at the

-

gost of its very existenee, or its exist

s

changed and incompleie form., IJany are pred

breaiking

up of the religlous, economle end legel bonds which
once held it together will be veplaced by loosarp gﬁé,
less permasrent formg of agsocclation of the sexes.
The divoree conslderstion must be cerefully
taken up in this econneotion, vs 1t ls perhaps the
most certain evidence of the crumbling of the family

institution. In the lsst decade, alone, the increase

of divoreces has be

nn sizty-slix and six-tenth per cent.

over the preceding decade.s Famlly desertion, adule

tery and eruelty have become se common we consider

ther the natural course of life. Ulsharmony and
malesd justment characterize the entlire Instlitutlon.

duaeh of thls, sevs Joodsell, is due to ignorance of

the seaning of mariisud.ow

“here has grown with our incressed culture a

surface sertiment and external morality, wlthout the

internsl, which hag brought sbout thils lgrorent state
in rezard to matters of sex on the part of the riaslng

generation, Ye train for every other Carecr save

#0f. Vllwood, "Socology and Yodern Iroblems” p. 114
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maryiage, ssys fione.w “he saveces were more advanced
than we avre in thie respoct: they used extenszive rites,
initiations and instructions preparatory to unlon,

4 "taboo” laid upon the dilseugsion of sex 1ife

and functions sg "vulgar” is relatlively s modern

phenomenon of our complex eivilizetion. Our culture

has accepted a falge idea in regard to these phases

of 1ife. “‘he dissstrous effects of this taboo upon
Lack of , '
astandards the llves of the voung men and womer aye not conflined

»

to the adolescent years, whon thev may ;0 astray, but

threaster the very securliity of merrisse 1tsell. vVithout

the idesl of the beauby and vipor of a clesn 1ife and

the moral dignity of the Iight for personal purity
ghown In ite proper significahes, there can he no

mation on

moral stability. Tecsuse of lack of info
the solection of life-comrades few are able to
differentiante between s passing sexusl fangy and
arn attraction based on true compsde-ship.rs Varriages
are thus msde, snd the men snd wife approach the
5 upreme hour of thelr wedded 1ife in a mist of mige
Fhysieal .
versus - apprehension, stlll., %Yhe phyvslical side of the marytal
gpiritusl %
1ife io orvphasized whilé the most vital to 1ts exilst-
snea-~-the spiritunle-le unknown ﬁm the vast multitudes
o enter marrisps,., This paves the way to the divorce
court later.sss
Ore of the evidences of this declire in morals
18 seon in the rapld incresse in pegnlscuous intere
fgarchllshte’ v E;w 99.

rrenter-"Lovels Coming of fgme,” Chicmgo 1906 p. 78.
Jizyiwwsw weation =s a Freventive fop ! Diveorce-1912




roatlitution
Crense

prostitutlion and venereal

gourse vetweon the 2eXes. nee the midnle apes

rong hand

in hand, the formor belng the chiel means of dls-

gominatlion o the latter. fhls practice is a
legacy of antlqulty, and will slways be a problem
with which to contend, Attempts have beern made in

Turope to sraprle with the dread foe for s&m@;rie

s

A favorite plan adopted by Jopmany and I'rance has

been "licersed prostitution,’ thourh 1t hes been

L]

kxnown for centuries that the socalled "clandoestine

prostitutes ave fully as danpgerous in conveving
disers® . ) .
venepealldns is the llcensed class. In FPngland

rostliutlion fots and Venereal disense cis have
beasn paszed Tor the last three centurlies regularly
tut both vices are still withoul check.s+ In America
there are apprroximately a minimum of 100,000 publle

Of these at losst ninetye

prostlitutes at present.
five per cent. are sald to be venereal infected.

any of trese have been known to have contaet wilth

ag thirty and forty men per dev.w i This
dally contact of 1,500,000 men with these 100,000
heprlots (ninety-Tive per gcent. of whom are dilseased)
oxp alnag something of the cause for the slarming

inerrage irn venoresl awong men. “his ls entirely

he hundpreds of private "sireste
walksra” and private "love-nests.’
It has beon only recently that such facts have

&

pe H0E, wrlblde, pe B09
v, Withrow - "The way to hep

60,




Effents of
gex dlaecase

diseases

been Imown to the intelligent publie, and the last
deeade has seen post of the ﬁﬁ?&ﬁﬂé in this. Great
campeizne have been insugurated by the govermment and
by 4ndividual organizetions for the suppression ol the
ravares of this %@?ﬁi&l@ plague,

Tet us look at some of the effects of this disesse,.
It must not be suppoged thst 1t ls 1limited to men. These
mer who visit the disecased prostituties, ther become

earriers of the dread dlsesse to pure and innocent wives

who suffer the penalty of the sins of the men in many

cases. L1, ?rﬂ@@in@, director of the pstholosical

Lavoratorlies, Glrsgow Unlversity, says th-t ~ore then
three«fourths of sll the oporetlons porp
women for various causes are s direct result of fyphle

BT

1i%ie or Gonorrieal Infection.

geon peoneral of the Unlted ftestes Publie Tealth repvice,
saye that the saddest result of Venereel ls the murdering

He estlnates thet one-half of all the

blindness In gb ilﬁrﬁv, dating from thelr birth,
to ponorrheal iﬁf@ﬁﬁiﬁﬂ of the mother a2t time of birthy

The affepts of émi disease are not 1lisdted to the

firat generatlion but perhaps the most trag

hldeous of the revages are seen in the imnocent
helpless second gereration,

Yhen the world “er ealled the bovs to the
of thely country thers was revesled an astourdlin
that one«-fifth of the -en were infected wlth

diseanse., 4 report from the fuz




Army, guoted above, shows that Venereal dlsesses were
three tlmeg as common 1n the army ag all other come

municable dissases comblned,

It 1s useless to guote marny firpures on thisg
Qﬂ@& tlon, for statistlics are readlly avallable to
all who care to geek the itruth.

It ug look at some of the messures beling taken

to oounterasct thils menaoo.

W@'wﬁwﬂuiﬁm The Goveynment hes preoctlesliy Poreed the secpres-
of vice.
atlon of all houses of prostlitutlion with the view of
suppregslng them. The result has not been sz zatigw
fagtory as hoped. The wmorsl result iz decidedly
harmfful. “he prescrice lends the approvel of the
Government on the SyYsSEY™M, It exposes the com=
munity by advortising viee as 2 communlity necessity,
making 1t easlly sccessible, a condlition conduclive to
the worat of worsl degradation. It slso fosters socxusl

perversions by educating men in the hablts of promis-

geulty In sex relatlons,

Arother Tactor involved recently 1s the dilscovery,
by Vamsermann, in 1906, of the infallible mesns fﬁ?
detecting syphiliis, called after hlm, the "Vasgermann
test,” By means of this Irdividuals may be tested for
the disease before entering wed-look, Often the irnocent
are unawvare of lts presence. Yhis discovery has led to
a possible source of suppression of the hereditary
effects, but has done nothin » to reduce the possiblllty

of infection. The second lxportant discovory was by




63,

Prof. Enriick, and is called the "606". It is sald
to be a cure for syphilliis. The latest treatment,
kKnown as the prophylaxis treatment, has prmvaJ the
most efféctiva of all venereal preventives.

However, this treatment and the form of sex
enlightenment which 1t has glven relative to sex
diseases has not led to an slevation of the moral life
of the individuals who have uséd ite protective
possibliities, but hag, in most capses, besn conduclve
merely to precaution in the pursult of vice.

Cﬁnclusion Tﬁe basic cduse of all tnis present vice lies largely
in the widespread ignorance of the true fucts of sexual

Wide-spread life and hygiene, combined with & lack of congtructive

ignorance of

sex values. training in intel_ igent self-restraint. External mora
standards can alone never golve the problen. Hany
nations have tried to leglslate vice out of thelr lands,

but have falled.

Jex-Education - A definitely planned educabion ig sex is the only

nesded _ 7 «
: T method by whieh thie prevaliling lgnorance of true sgex

signific&nce can be elimindted, To bring this about,
it is necessary that & careful consideration be glven to
the place of sexual and moral inetruction in those taree
Institutions which do most to mopld mankind: the home,
the school, and the church, Parents must awaken to
the need, educators must study the problem of Intra-
curricular sex instructlon as a natural phase of school
life, and ministers must begin to realize not only the
greatnesa of the oprortunity that is theirs during the

adolencent years of the chlld, but the responsibllity to




u&l %»)r u‘&tar
hope ahead

wanking for furnishling those %t&héarﬁﬁ of morsali iife
which are ésggﬁtzai to purlity of life. Togethar,
these three grest institutions must awaien Lo the f@mt
that 47 b&ys and girle are to grow up into manhood and
womanhood of high ideale and worthy character,thede
boysa %ﬁu girls must be ziven a yprorer lnterpretatlion of

thelr sex-natures which play 2o sreat & part in every

(63
&’%

develoring psrason, #z must be gonslidered, not as

ifag but as one of the sacred

]
b
(2 g
o
bty
o
o}
&
frot

& aseparate pal

mponents of 1ife ltoelfl.

We would not do Justice to ocur statement of the

prasent moral etatus without rolinting out the fact that

)
Q
ik
or
%...,,
W
=)
s

thare are yot nemes In both Zurope and
Americs whegre trus affection and purity of Lifs have
bound the families together in the strongsazt of bonds,
and whereg the nlgher ldeals of moral 1ifs are tavght to

bl

& L, . -@ ™ - S i " £4
thely culldren and helid up a8

wnnles Lo othsrz. Such
homos ara cogent ressons for hoplng thal when ths pressnt
trying period of readjustment has been salely passed and
#e have seen our dutles Lo the rising sensratlons, ve

wholesonme moralg,hary and unbroken

md a ralsing of our etnlonl astandard to
betler levals, Physiclans, nurssa, Y. .C.A., and

Y 7. CoA, worzers, uninlsters, teachers, and parsnts are
seaing Loe nesd, and striving for & comron goal of betisr-

ment In sex standards Tor our futurs gensratlons.

»
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