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INTRODUCTION

The aim of this study is to present a plcture of the

comtent of the two magazlines, the African Challenge and

Qur Africa.

It was decided that a plcture of the background of the
magazines snould be presented firset. Followling this, there
should be consideratlion glilven to the study of readabllity.
Content Analysls and a comparison of the findings would
give an adeqguate panorama of the content.

In the final sectlon, a study of the religious con-

tent will be conducted,



I.

COMMUNICATIONS RESEARCH

AND
CHRISTIANITY

A. Need for Researcn

"The art of printing, which was one of the providential
preparations for the Reformatlon, became the mightiest lever
of Protestantism and modern culture,"l stated the Church
historian, Philip Schaff. This is no less true today. In
fact, with the tremendous flood of propaganda and publiecity
of the twentleth cecentury, the Church has within its grasp a
mightler lever than the reformers had available, With the
life-giving message of the Gospel, the Church 1s charged
with the responsiblility of communicating by the most effect-
ive meens. "It is the difficult taesk of the Church both to
employ the implements and teechniques of public relations and
publicity 1n dolng 1ts missionary work--and, as a part of
its misslon in the world, to stand in Judgment upon these
implements and technigques. "2 But the problem is that the

1 Philip Sehaff, History of the Christian Church, VII.
Grand Raplds, Wm. B. Eerdmsns Pub. Ce., 1953, p. 5@0.

2 Maleolm Boyd, Crisls in Communication. Garden City,
Doubleday & Co., 1957, p. 21.

1
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Chureh has failed to exploit the methods developed by the
secular mass communicators. This fallure may not and cer-
tainly does not prevent the Christian communicators from af-
feeting their audlence and achleving desired results. The
guestion, however, arises as to theefflclency of thié com-
municatlion and its overall effectiveness., 1Is the media,
whether radlo, televislon, or print, chooslng for itself an
audience removed from the mein stream of life; 1f the intent
is %o evangelize? How do the illustrations and language af-
feect the abllity to achileve deslred results? Is the publi-
cation or broadcast sustaining 1litself, in terms of results
to warrant continued expenditure of time and monies? These
are some of the cquestions that an objJectlive analysls of the
content and effects can yileld. ‘
There 1s at present, however, a trend in thils direc-
tion, as the project of the Broadcasting and Fllm Commlssion
of the Natlional Council of Ghurches,3 studying the effects
of religious radlo broadcasts in the New Haven Connecticut
ares indicates. Other such studies, oriented specifically
toward mlisslons, have been conducted by such organizatlons
as Evangelieal Literature Overseas and, to a lesser extent,‘
Christian Literature Crusade., For the large bulk of Chris-.
tian Protestant publishing and broadecasting little or no-
thing has been done in the research fleld. This ddes not

naively suggest that these studles will solve all problems

3 Bverett Parker, et. al.,, The Televislon-~Radlo Audience
and Religion. New York, Harper & Bros., 1955.
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of communlicating the Gospel; they act rather to ald more ef-

fectlve communiecation.
B. Scope and Nature of Present Study

The present paper will confine 1tself to the study of

two African missionary magazines, The African Challenge,

publication of the BSudan Interlor Mission, and Qur Afriecs,

publication of the South Africa General Mission. The pur-
pose is to present a pieture of the readsbllity and content
of the magazines and to focus particular attention upon the
religlous content.

Afrlcen llterature was selected because today that con-
tinent lg recelving more than 1ts share of propaganda in the
struggle to captlivate the minds of the men of the emerging
nations., In Nigeris alone, there are a multiplicity of pub-

lications such as the Soviet Unlon, Catholle Iife, and the

Muslim Truth, not to mentlon the host of cultle literature.4
The former of these magazines was the ploneer in thls field,
beginning a little over ten years ago. The latter 1s more
recent and developed as a result of the former but with an
entirely different format.

For the study, the lssues of QOctober and November,
1961, were selected for detalled analysis., The work sheets

L Raymond J. Davis, "Flerce Battle," Sudan Witness, XXXVII
(Fa1l, 1951), 3.
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which appear in the Appendix, with noted emendetions, pro-

vide the reader with an understanding of the process used

and will therefore help him to Interpret the resultis.
C. Method of Procedure

For the flrst section an understanding of the back-
grounds will be afforded. Such knowledge will ald in deter-
mining what tc note in the analysis.

Secondly, theré‘will be a presentation of readability,
as determined by the Dale-Chall, Fleseh, and Gunning formu-
las. This 1s intended to determine the age level, educa-
tlonally, toward which the magazines are alimed.

Thirdly, the content itself will be studled and com-
pared, along with a2 comparison of the readability findings.

Finally, conslderation will be glven to the épecific~
21ly religious content and the implications for Christian

education.




II.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON
AFRICAN CHALLENGE AND OUR AFRICA

A, Afrlcan Ghalienge Magazine

1. Origin and Early History
The African Challenge Magazine originated in lagos, Ni-

gerlia on July 1, 19651, under the auspices of the Sudan In-
terior Mission. It had been preceded by a small "churchy"
magazine, which was unable to accomplish the intended evan-
gelistic purpose in challenging "Africa's young literates. "l
Hence, the plan for a "popular-style" jéunnal evolved and
the Challenze resulted. The editors planned the magazlne to
include a number of features, among which the Gospel was
prsented., In addition to the Gospel, the Challenme provides
Christians with instruction in the Christian 1life. Because
of the nature of the people and thelr new-found literacy,
problems of the Christian life, such as immorality, can be
presented more openly than in many other countries.2 On

this subject, one student wrote, "The African Challenge has

been a literal preacher to me. It frankly condemns immoral-
1ty-~the most common sin among young men in Africa today.
Because of thls, the Challenge 1s the most valuable paper to

me." 3 It was an immediate success and competed with the

1 Rae B. B. Gourley, "Ten Years of Challenging Africa,"” A
Monthly Letter About Evangelism, VI (June 1961), 2.

2 Ibigd., p. 2.
5 Ibid., p. 2.
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secular nagazines availéble on display on the newsstands.
From such humblé béginnings, the magazine has grown to
a clreulation of 200,000 each month. Finenclally, 1t is
supported and subsidizéd by the Sudan Interlor Misslon at
the cost of $2,500 each issue® The subsidles are in addi-
tlon to the éubscription revenues and advertising revenues,
Editing and typesetting are done at Niger-Challenge Press in
the Misslon headguarters in Jos, Nigerlia, The final proc-~
essing is done in England by the Sun Printers Ltd., London.6
Relatlons with the government of Nlgerls have been ex-
cellent over the ten years of 1iis existence. The educa-
tional festures and execellent standard of English have cre-
ated a demand for the magezine in the schools, in spite of
1ts religious content. On one of the entrance examinations
for a teacher-training college, one of the qualifying ques-
tlons asked the applicant to "Write a precls on any artiecle
from Afriecan Challenge."T Care taken by the magazine not to
Involve 1tself In the affairs of state which do not concern
1t, has no doubt alded In the commendations reecelved from

sueh as the Governor of Eastern Nigerlas, Sir Francls Ibilam,

4 Ree B. B. Gourley, "Strategic Decade in Africa," Floodtide,
(Winter, 1961), 13.

5 Davis, op. eit., p. 3.

6 ngold Fuller, ed., African Challenge, XI (Octdber,f196l),
16.

7 Gourlay, "Pen Years of challenging Africa," A Monthly Let-
ter About Evangelism, VI (June 1961), 2.
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"The African Challenge has truly challenged our minds and

hearts. "8 Articles as the interview with Nigeria's Gover-
nor-General, Dr. Nnamdl Azlikiwe, in the November ilssue have
also asslsted in malntaining friendly relations with the
government.
2. Growth and Outreach

In 1953, the magazine was afforded a new opportunity in
incréasing lts effectiveness in stirengthening Christians in
the falth. A letter, describing the use of the magazine in
a Bilble class for men, was recelved from a national pastor.

"We call ourselves," he remarked, "an Africen Challenge read-

ing unit."® The editors published the letter and response
was immediate. letters were recelved asking the way in
which they could establish similar reading units., From thils
stimulus, the editors suggested that the groups meet each
month and work through the magazine and together study the
material, As a result, there are 300 such groups estab-
1ished on the continent at this time.1©

The magazine had not been in exlstence for five years,

when they were shipping 11,000 coples to the Carlbbean

8 Ibidc » po ’ 3‘
9 Ibid. s Do 3.
10 z—bi@-’ ’ p, 3'
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area.ll 8incetheirlocal color was missing, the Natlonals
requested that the Christian Literature Crusade start a mag-
azine on the order of the African Challenge which would be

of local Interest to the people of the West Indies. As a
result, on the first of the year 1956, the Caribbean Chal-

lenge came into belng. The two magazines work together
closely and even exchange material for pu‘blioa.’c.ion.l2

For the future, the magazine edltors face the problem
of finanecing the expanding market for the magazine. Elther
they must subsldize 1t to a greater degree, or increase the
price and'risk the loas of a portlon of the eireulation, 17
In aﬁdition»to this problem, the edlitors are continuing to
use natlonals in the producilon and editing of the magazine,
At present there are fifty-seven Nigerlans belng tralned in
all phases of Christlian J¢urnalism. This is one of the ma-
Jor undertakings of the mission as 1t seeks to traln and de-
velop native talent. Literature workshops have been con-
ducted for this purpose in four parts of Nigeria,l4 Devel-
opment of this talent 1s necessary to exploit the privilege
of a free press,‘nct to be found in any other part of Africa

. P

11 Gogr%ey, "Strateglc Decade in Africa," Floodtide (Winter,
1961), 13.

12 1Hid., p. 13.

13 Davis, op. cit., p. 3.

14 Gourley, "Strateglc Decade in Africa," Floodtide (Winter,
1961), 13.
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where the countries have obtained independance.lb
3, Feedbacki6 :‘ |

In every issue of théﬁmagazine, there is an enquiry
slip that‘may be filled:a@§ and mailed by the reader. This
is in addition to the normal correspondence that is re-
celved. It is estimated thet from two to three thousand
letters are recelved eachfmonth,;7 (To handle this amount of
mall, there are a full-time counsellor and two assistants.
The first letter explains the way of salvation by repent-
ance, confession and faith and,tbis 1etter concludes with a
chellenge to make a definite committal to faith.18 Of those
who wrlte in to the magazine professing falth in Christ,
about 200 eachfmonth‘write‘a~secqnd time to confirm their
deeision.1? To tﬁese who~again~wﬁite* there is further cor-
respondence advising them to 3ein with g local fellowship of‘
believers and further 1nstrnction in prayer and Bible read-
ing. »

Many examples af letters recelved are avallable., One

decision 8lip from Ghana recelved last year, had been cut

15 Ibid., p. 13.

16 Feedback is the flow of ideas from the decoger (reader) of
the magazine to the encoder (editor). See Nelson B. Henry,

ed., Mass Media and Edueatlon, Chlcagoy The University of

Chicago Press, 1954, p. 128, 160f.

17 Gourlay, "Strategic Decade in Africa,“ Floaﬁtide (%1nter, )
1961), p. 13. , x

18 Ibid., p. 4.
19 Ibldo, p- 3»
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from a 1953 issue of the magazine.20 Another letter from a
Czechoslovakian Jew requested a subscription to the magazine
28 he had found an old 1957 copy of it. He sald that he was
very poor and could not pay for it but "Some nice Israell
stamps can be sent to you, also some colored plecture post-
cards of the new Jerusalem. "2l A Ghanian wrote his 1ettern
had not been published and he wondered 1f 1t were, as his
friends said, that they only published letters of Nigerlans.,
"If that is true," he added, "please turn your face to the
Ghanians who are having a great interest in the Challenge. "22
This latter criticism, 1f 1t may be consldered adverse, was
the only sueh that was present in the August to December,
1961 issues, It 1s difficult to bellieve that this is the

only such eriticism received in five months.

B. Our Africa Magazine

1. Origin and Early History
Our Africa began publication in September, 1958 in the

press headquarters at Roodepoort, Transvaal, of the South Af-
rica General Mission.2J> It grew outdfadesire on the part of
the Misslon to glve the growing educated class of South

20 Gourlay, "Strategic Decade in Africa," Floodtide (Winter,,
1961), p. 12.

21 Ipid., o. 12.

22 "What Do You Say?“ African Challenge, XI (August 1961),
iz, ‘

23 Interview with the Rev. E. A. Shank, Home Director for the
Unlited States, South Africa General Mlssien. :
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Africans literature that would accomplish two major pur-
poses: "{(1) to win the lost to Christ, and (2) to instruct
believers in righteousness.24 A third, lesser motive for
the magazine 1is to provide a positive front against the en-
croachments of Communism., The magazline was conceived in the
minds of the Mlsslon directors several years prior to its
publication and the year immediately preceding the flrst ls-
sue was spent in gathering material for files and tralning
an adequate staff,
2. Growth and Outreach

Unlike the African Challenge, Our Africa is still in

its Iinfancy but has already been widely acclaimed for its
closeness to the heart of the people, for it "lives with
them on their leve}."25 Recently, there have been added ad-
ditional lssues containing a few pages in the Zulu and
Chinyanjanzi languages. Circulation is over 34,000 per
month and 1s partially subsldized by the mission. This is
temporary as the megazine is to bé put on a self-sustaining
basis in the near future~~from the sales volume and the ad-

vertising revenues. Like the Challenge, Our Africa 1s 1n a

position of favor with the govermment of South Africa. It

hes, on accaslon, been purchased in large quantity by the
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government for use in the schools becéuse of itseducation
content, especially in the field of musie. 26
3. Feedback |

There are usually at least two coupons in every issue
for those interested in becoming Christians. Recent reports .
indlcate that approximately 125 persons per month confess to
have "found Christ through the magezine's ministry."27 Most
of these persons are seeking help for which the Misslon has
set up an elaborate follow-up program, New converts recelve
a letter simllar to that sent from the Challenge. If they
lack & Blble, one may be procuréd from the Mission., If they
continue in the faith, they may choose to take the correspond-
ence course, and, 1f they are able, to go to the Bilble Instl-
tute in Johammesburg. But the unconverted zre not the only
oneg seeking help, for the believers also write for help
with their problems and counsel on living the deeper Chris-
tian life.28

Our Africa publishes more letters than the Challenge.

The following are some examples:

I would like to tell you that my testimony headed
"Freedom in Prieon" which appeared in the July issue
has converted three of my fellow inmates. After read-
ing 1% they received the lord Jesus as thelr personal
Saviour., They are now praising the Name of the Lord
with me in the prison here. Pralse the Lord!

A

26

27
28

)

i
bl

L

L

|

-
£

-

|

2
o

I.
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The R4.00 you sent me helped a great deal., I bought my
newly converted friends Bibles and pald for Bible stud-
ies after enrolling with a Bible correspondence school.

J. H. 8. Sewe
Her Magesty‘s Prison,
Kenyse. .

Another example:

«++The stories published in OUR AFRICA have helped me
cultivate good hablts and falth 1n God. As a result,

I have grown mentally and spiri %ally. 1l can therefore
say that this magazine is God's.

Agaln, the only criticlsm is that the letters presented only

present the "good side" of the magazine.

29 "Your Letters," Our Africa, IV (December, 1961), 32.
30 "Your Letters," Our Africa, IIi (August, 1961), 33.
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III.
READABILITY ANALYSLS
A.Characteristics of Readsbility

Readable writing haa thfee identifying hallmarks: (1)
Understandable words for the grade level readership toward
which the writing is aiming. (2) Its sentences are not usu-
ally over fifteen words in 1ength;‘ (3) Expressions embodied
in the writing are concrete'aﬁd easlly grasped rather than
abstraet and difficult to understand.l I1lustrations are
algo a factor in the understandability of a body of writing.
Thelr timeliness, simplicitj, and eclarity are 2lso factors
in the increase or decrease of readability.g Dr. Robert
Laubach notes that there are three major characteristics in
understandsble writing, Clarity, Motion, and Variety.>
Readebility is therefore, "the quality of being easy or in-
teresting to read; the capabllity of belng read; legi'bility."4

As Olson has noted, four baslc categorles may be de-
rived from the éources of readabllity experts, whilch deserve

more detalled study: "(1) organization, (2) voeabulary,

1 Raymond M. Rigdon, "Curriculum Materials,™ Roland E.
Wolseley, ed., Writing for the Religious Market. New York,
Assoclatlon Press, 1956, p. 170.

2 Ibid.
%.Robert S. Laubach, 52 Beans in Every Cup or What Read-
ebllity Can Do For You, New York, Woodhaven Press, n.d., p. 3.

4 Russell L. Olson, A Content Analysis of the Assoclated Press
AeWire P.M. Report. New Brunswleck, Rutgers University, 1954
(Unpublished thesis), p. 101.
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(3) sentence structure, (4) general interest of the toplc."?

| Grganizaticn is necéséary to understanding what the
wrlter is trying to say in his material, This characteris-
tle demends a logicél structure in dealing with the subject.
A sYstem&tlzed device as chronological order wlll clarify the
material for the reader.6

Vocabulary 1is not an easily determinable facet of clear

wrilting because the creativity of the wrlter 1s involved in
his cholce of words. There are a few suggestlons for use of
words glven in a number of sources, Word llsts are in com-
mon use and are helpful in writing to be understood. Dr.
Edgar Dale and Jeanne Chall of Ohlio State Universlity have
prepared 2 list of words that are contalned in the voecabu-
lary‘of the average fourth grader and this’méy bte consulted
in ﬁétermining the ease witﬁ which‘one may be understood.’
Of even greater relisbllity 1s the Streamlined Engllish Com-
bined @bfd Iists, prepared by Thorndike-Lorge{ﬁ It presents
a list fér the first 500 words of an adult foreigner or g

new literate's vocabulary. The second list is an advanced

- student 1s 1ikely to add to his vocebulary. Dr. Flesch adds

several suggestlons about the cholee of words that seem

5 Ibid., p. 101.

6 Rudolf Flesch, The Art of Readable Writing. New York,
Herper & Bros., 1949, p. 56.

7 Edgar Dale, Jeanne Chall, Educatlonal Research Bulletiln,
Ohlo State, Columbus, Ohlo, XXVII (Jan. to Dec. 1948),
op. 3T7-54. S -

8 Robert 8. Laubach, Toward World lLiteracy, Syracuse
University Press, 1960, pp. 313-320,
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worth noting. Use transitive verbs with the active voice;9

use a minimum of adjectives;lo use the famillar rather than

the abstract; use the short word in preference to the long

word; use the Saxon word rather than the Latin word;ll avoild

circumlocution when a single word will suffice;l2 use one
word several times rather than clutier the writing with
elaborate synonyms.l3 Robert Gunning adds another precept,
"Write unto others as you would be written to. "4  gometimes
the writing may actually be categorized as excellent, but 1t
may at the same time be very difficult to comprehend for lis

vocabulary by the target audience. For example, 1t would be

difficult to concelve the Afriecan Challenge printing some-
thing from the Atlantle Monthly, regardless of its relevance

end excellence of voecabulary. It would simply not be under-
stood by the Afrlicans who have recently learned English.
Sentence Structure 1s simlilar to vocabulary in that it
1s difficult to set down rules in determining the best use of
it. There are, however, a number of ways by which one may

Inprove his sentence structure: keep sentences short; use

9 Rudolf Flegen, The Art of Plain Talk, New Ybrk, Harper &
Bros., 1946, pp. 41, 42.

D Ibld., p. T4LE.
1 Ibid., p. 40.
12 Ibid., p. A0,
B Ibid., ». §6.

14 Robert Gunning, How To Take The Fog Out Of Writing, Chleago,
The Dartnell Press, 1959, p. ©.
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simple instead of complex sentence strueture; write to be
understood rather than grammatieally correct (such as the
use of colloqulal expressions, sentence fragments,‘and even
splitting infinitives);15 avold negatives as much as possi=-
ble; (when understanding is the premium, rather than liter-
ary finesse) avold rhetoriecal deviées, which may lead to
misunderstanding or be missed altogether.l®

General interest of the tople is a diffiéult concept to
define in terms of effecting it, but Dr. Flesch advises that
writing be done as one speaks, in a conversational tone.
This does not mean that one should strive for a Reader's
Digest style of peeling away all of the "excelslor" in which
the ideas are coucned.l7 Anecdotes, examples and illustra-
tions glve the reader time to digest the mailn ideas of the
wrlting, which points up the difficulty of testing a plece
of writing--~determining when to cut out excess verblage and
when it is necessary for adequate comprehension.

Human interest ls a further factor in another facet of
the interest of a plece of writing. Dr. Flesch states
that the quality of interest of writing is in direct

1% Flesch, The Art of Plaln Talk, New York, Harper & Bros.,
1946, pp. 109-112.

16 Flesgh, The Art of Readable Writing, New York, Harper &
Bros., 1949, pp. 167-178.

17 Flesch, The Art of Plain Talk, New York, Harper & Bros.,
1946, pp. 105-106.
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proportion to 1ts human interest. For example,
Time magazine prides 1tself that "our subscribers cen
understand the event in terms of the personality who
caused 1t. (Joe Stalin drinks his vodka stralght. Ad-
miral Turmner of the Central Pacific delights in growing
roses., Alr Marshal Hirris' men love him because he 1is
50 bloody inhumen'"),18
While the relevance of Mr. Stelin's drinking habits may be
dubious, the prineiple that Time's editors suggest is clear;
in writing, frement reference to the human element increases
readability. Selentific tests bear out this findingl? and
for whatever the reason, the implicatlions are obvious; in
writing, incorporate direct address, words relating to peo-

ple, and direct quotation.go

B, Measurement of Readability

There are a number of formulas designed to measure some
or all of the above factors to a greater or = lesser degree.
But these formulas cannot provide a presecriuvilon for excel-
lence of wrliting. They merely act as statistlcal guldes to
include the factors that are impliecit in readable material,
First,‘the formulas are not intended to be an indicatlon of
the readershlp, for there are a number of other factors
which are of equal lmportance as readabillty, such as the

material itself and the layout on the pages. Secondly, the

18 Ibid., p. 48.
19 Ibid., p. 48.

20 Flesch, The Art of Readable Writing, New York, Harper &
BPOS. » 1949 . ppo 139""146.
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formulas are callbrated for the‘fourth~grade American, who
1s considered by the government to be "funetionally liter-
ate, "2l Thirdly, they are not sensitive enough to messure
any more accurately than to give a renge of easy or difficult
and this is particulafly true when the writing 1s for for-
elgners and new literates®? as is the case with Our Africa

and the African Challenge. Thelr value lles 1n the ablllity

to look at a plece of writing and determine how faithfully

~one has maintalned the princlples of clear, effectlive writ-

ing. Bad readablility scores may denote bad writing, but the
converse is not necessarily true. Nelther is the organiza-
tion factor taken into account in the studies. <3
c. Tybeskof Férmulas

1., Flesch Formula k

Dr. Rudolf Flesch~1n¢orporatéd both reading ease and
humen interest in his criginal formula whilch was published
in The Art of Elain Talk in'1946.‘,This Qas discovered to be
too cumbersome to be readlly used. Therefore, three years
later, he wrote a new book with a revised formula, whlch has

proven to be a useful <3.evice.2’+

22 Laubach, op., cit,, p. 217.
2% Olson, op. cit., p. 106,

24 Cf, Appendix II for application to African Challenge and
Our Africea magazines.
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In the reading easeyfcrmula, the sentence structure 1is

gauged by the average number of words per;senzénéﬁa The vo-

cabulary 1s appraised by the number of syllables per 100

words. Note that the vocabuiaryfmaasured;by the‘eyllables

per 100 words is rated at,almost‘aoubie the rate as the sen-

tence length. The formula is,éetermined as follows:2>

(1) Average sentence length multiplied by 1.015__

(2) Average number of syllables per 100 words
multiplied by 846ccwcmcencn e cc e

(3) Sw Of (1) and (2)"‘"""‘"-‘*-’—'-&--‘ —————————————
(4) Subtract (3) from 206,835-vcecmmacaec——n ——— Tase

The resding ease score may be interpreted as follows:

Avg. Average Reading Estimated Type

Sent. S8yl. per  Ease Bechool of
Style Length 100 Wds, _Score _ Grade  Magazine
Very Easy &8 or 123 or 90-100 = 4th grade Comles
less less - '
Easy 11 131 80-90 5th grade Pulp -
Fairly 14 139 T70-80 6th grade Slick
Easy ‘ e
Standard 17 147  60-70  Tth or Digest
. 8th grade
Fairly 21 155 50-60 some high GQuality
Difficult . -~ school
Difficult 25 167 .30-850 - high sch. Acadenic
R or some :
college
Very 29 or 192 or 00-30 college Selentific

ifficult more more

The human interest formula 1s‘camputed“from the number
of apefsonalawords“ and the number of "sersonal sentences. "

"personal words" are aefine§’as follows: (1) Pron@aas‘

’

25 Flesch The Art of Reaﬁable ﬁriting , New York, Harper &
Bros., 1949, pp. 213-216. AT
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referring to people and they, them, their, theirs, them-
selves, when they refef to things, (2) worés having mascu~
line or feminine genéer, and (3) The group words people and
folks. “Personal sentences" are defined as follows: (1)
Spoken sentences, (2) Sentences addressed to the reader, (3)
Exdlamations, and (4) Sentence fragments which have meaning

only in context.2® The formula is as follows:27

(1) Average number of "personal words" per 100 words

multiplied by 3,635cmcnccnnccacana - -
(2) Average number of personal sentences per 100 sen-

tences multiplied by 314 ------ e m——— e ——————
(3) Sum of (1) and (2)~mmcememcmcacm——- - e e -

The human Interest score ls interpreted from the followling
chart:28

Per Cent Per Cent Typleal
Style Pers, Words Pers, Sent. ZSecore Magszine
Dramatic 17 or more 58 or more 60-100 Fiction
Highly Interesting 10 43 Lo-60 N. Yorker
Interesting 7 15 20-40  Digests
Mildly Interesting 4 5 10-20 Trade
Dull 2 or less 0 D=10 Seien-
: tifie

In this case, the "personal words" are rated at least three

times as heavily as the "personal sentences."

26 Rudolf Flesch, How to Wrlte, Speak and Think More Efw
tectively. New York, Harper & Bros., 1960, pp. 310, 311.

27 Flegeh, The Art of Readable Writing, New York, Harper &
Bros., 1949, p. 216.

28 ‘Robert Gunning, The Technlque of Clear ﬁriting, New York,
MeGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1952, p. 29. ,
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2. The Gunning Formula

Robert Gunning set up a formula to test readability
which was based upon ease of use, reliesbility and val%dityga&
A notable similarity to the Flesch formula is that sentence
structure 1ls measured by'sentence length, dbut the difference
is to be found in the vccabulary, which 18 gauged by the
number of words per 100 that contain three or more sylla-
bles.2? Not included in the count of three syllable words
are those words which are (1) capitalized, (2) compounded
eagy words, (3) verbs of which the third syilable is -es or
-ed. The formula is computed as follows: >0
(lg Average number of words per sentence————-=—w=- ————

Average number of words of three or more sylla-

bles per 100 WordSersmsmcccanmccrmnrccac e c e nan—

(3% Sum of (1) and (2)=--==—omemec e
Result of (3) multiplied by R ittt -

The result of (4) 1s also the grade level of reading diffi~

culty. In this formula, the voecabulary and sentence struc-

.ture are both multiplied by the same .5, giving them sbout

equal weight,
3. The Dale-Chall Formula

In like fashlon to the previous two formulas, the sen—}
tence structure 1s measured by the use of the sentence length,

while the voecabulary ls measured agalinst the standard Dale

29 Olson, op. eit., p. 111.

30 Gunnlng, The Technligque of Clear Writing, New York, McGraw-
Hill Book Co., Inc., 1952, p. 36-37.
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1ist of 3,000 words. This 1list 1s based upon words which

were known to 80 per eent of fourth grade school children

and hence 1t 1is aimilar to Flesch's 100 per cent score

equivalence to a "functionally-literate” person. It 1s de-

termined as follows:Jl

(1) Average number of words per sentence multl-
plied by .0496~wmw- - o o e e e - o o o

(2) Dale Score multiplied DY .1579=-evereccemamen=—
(3) Sum of (1) and (2) and 3,6365«==ccecmemen=- —

|

|

The score of readablility is interpreted from the following
chart:

and 1e88..ecieecsacseeeses.Grade 4 and less
e teterennncssnssnssssGrades 5 - 6
6.@..«.....-.............G’I"adéﬂ?'-8
7.~9.....-.......‘-....e.-..@l"&deﬁ9"10
8.9....-................,GI‘&(}@S 11“12
9.9...;.».........-.......G‘l‘&des 13"’15
8N4 ADOVECueesessssesssessessCollege graduate

QD 003 WU b
R
COOOOOW
LIRS I B A |

ot

.

In this formula, the words are welgnted sbout triple that of
the sentence length. 2
k. The Cloze Procedure

Unlike the previous fbimulas, the Cloze Procedure 1s a
methed.of measuring the ecultural context of the words as
well as the readability. The latter 1s nét in terms of a
numerical answer as the other fcrmulaskare. A passage of
writing is selected and every nth word is deleted. With the

deletions, the pasaagecis given to a group of subjects, who

31. Dal@, o] Eo Git. 3 ppo 37-41-
32 Olson, op. eit., p. 113.
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attempt to fill in the blanks. The number of correct an-
swers‘yialéythekGléze scarg, which indicates the difficulty
éfithe passagé in the particular cultural context. The au-

;theﬁs~c1aim that it has a definite correlation to the Flesch

‘¥faﬁé Dale formulas, but 1ts results are more refined, 37
k‘ﬁhile this procedure 13 1mpraetica1 for this paper, never-
‘ th&less, such a metheﬁ could be applied to the readers and a

ranémm sampling of potentlal readers ef the African Chal-

le nge an& OQur Africa. The results of such a study might

\prave revealing to the editors as to ways by whlch they

‘might increase the communicativeness of the publication.

D. Application toyﬂagazines
’ 7gﬁpplication of the fcrmulas to the magazines, African
'Ghalleﬁge and Our Africa afforded good insight into the

‘readabilityfaf the magaziﬁes and 1nto the use of the formu-
, 1&3.’~The Flesch Reading Ease formula and Human Interest

formula, the Gunning Fog Index, and the Dale- Chall formula
were ©'applied, . All of the storiles were dlvided into six

categories, scecording to their content and the averages of

 the three readability scorés were compared. A summary of

the comparsble results, using four of the six categories

follows:

33 wilscn L. Taylor,'"Cloze Procedure', A New Tool for
Measuring Readabllity", Journmalism Quarterly, XXX
(Fall 1953), pp. 415-433.
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'Dale-Chall Gunning Flesch  Flesch
Type of Story Secore Score Ease  Interest

African challenge - October - November 1961

News Story 6.6 139  3T.8 32.6
Short Feature 6.5 Sl2.1 72.9 38.0
Column 6.1 10.2 73.8 46.6
Long Feature 6.1 10.1  68.4 411

Our Africs - October - November 1961

News Story 6.2  10.4 50. 4 31.4
Long Feature 5.6 8.3 4.1 55.7
Column 5.5 8.1 7.5 32,9
Short Feature 5.4 7.0 73.5 37.4

On the analysis sheets, to be noted ln the Appendix 34
appear the two other categories-~Ed1torial and Plcture
Story. These were not used in the formula stﬁdy, because
the number of articles so classified was not sufficlent to
yield reiiablé results. From this analysis, it was evident
to the analyst that in the longer articles, from which three
or mbre samples could be extracted, results were more easily
correlated. The greater the number of samples, the propor-
tionately greater correlation of scores. The scores were
placed in descending order of difficulty on the basis of the
Dale-Chall ratings and the Gunning scores. - The Flesch
scores differed somewhat in their findings. Apart from the
normal margin of statistical error, the cause for thls phe-

£

nomenon may lle in the fallure of the Dale-Chall and Gunning

34 Definition of the categories may be'noted in the Appendix
II, p. &0, along with the statistics of Readabllity.



G : )

26
indices to account for proper nouns, which are excluded from
their analyses.‘fThé Fleéch ratings include these words in
the syllabic,counp, which as was stated in the previous sec-
tion are welghted almost double that of the sentence struc-
ture count, Therefore, the inclusion of proper nouns in
Flesch's‘data would significantly alter the comparablé re-
sults of the formulas,'fdr és a ecursory glance at any one of
the publications studied will show, they are liberally
sprinkled wilth proper nouﬁs of multisyllables, not counted
by the other two formulas,

The formulas may be compared by the grade equivalents
which they are intended to represent. The grading is at
best only rélative, but 1t does give indication of the com-
parable point of reference for suggeéting the relationship of
the'results; The most accurate grade scores appear to be the
Gunning ratings. But they are also the harshest in their
fihdings, although for new literates and for those who have
recentiy learned English, they maykrepresent a nore useful
rating. The Flesch formula tends to be unwieldy in its time-
consuming, elaborate mathematical computetions. The results
achleved do not seem to validate the method. The score is
leaSt,reliably translated into a grade score, beéause of the
widé fénge of symbollic grade score equivalents.‘ Dale-Chall
As not appreciably improved in this respect, but does offer
the advantage of a wlder grade level equivalent. Since the

accuracy of the formula 1s not affected to any great extent,
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there appears to be no substantial reason for Flesch to
carry his formula to the third decimal place, and even less
for the Dale score to be:carried to the fourth place. Nev-
erthelesa,ythe grade score, as determined by the respective
‘formulas,ris somewhat interesting to interpret and the re-
sults of the formulas applled do glve some suggestlon of the
difficulty of a passage. Cautlon must be exercised in the
téd preéisekreliance upon these statistics in this study in
partlicular, though for the African readers of these maga-
zines may or may not be "functionally literate" in the sense
in which these formulas interpret one to be llterate, 1.e.

 fourth grade equivalency in public schools in the United

States. Desplite this and aforementioned limitatlons, the
grade equivalents for these analyses follow:

Dale-Chall Gunning Flesch
Grade Score Grade Score Grade Score

African Challenge - QOctober - November, 1961

News,&ﬁcrieﬁ......

, 8 13 14
Short Features.... T 12 7
colm.u’.-.....o.. 7 10 7

7 10 8

Long Features.....

Our Africa - October - November, 1961

NerVStories......

: T 10 10
- Long FeatureS..... 6 8 7
GOlumnc i".;&i‘.."‘.ﬁt 6 8 7

5 7 T

‘Short Features....
The measurement of Human Interest appeared to be of

_11@%1? value in the total context, because all of the storles
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rated "interesting" or "highly interesting." There was no
adequate aistinétion amaﬁg;thé categories of interest.

While the meaaurement‘ﬂas'carried to'the third declmal place,

“the caﬁegories‘covergi a range of two or %hree ten diglt

numbers. Featuresfrétéa”high on the scale, an&‘newa was at
the bottom af the scale which might be expea%&&. The only
majmr ti«similarity appeared in the column category, in
which the _mg*can challenge rated "highly interesting,”

while Qur: Africa rated 14 points below in the "interesting"
categary. This is ﬁnusual~bec&use a glance at the above

chart ahowa th&t columns in the African Challenge were

siigﬁtly more. éiffieult tham those in the magazine Our
Africa. |




Iv.
CONTENT ANALYSIS

A. Definition of Content Analysis

In his classlg treatment éf content analysis, Befnard
Berelson observes that the communication process lnvolves
five steps: who (the encoder), what (the message),‘how (the
act), to whom (the decoder), and what effect (the results),l
Content analysis deals with the "what" of the communications
process, or the messagé.~ Much of the qurnalism research in
the last decade has dealt with the effecﬁ more than with the
content. This is probably a result of the‘fact that the
groups sponsoring such projects are more concerned with re-
sults than with the message presented. They may tallor
their message to £it the readership.

In contrast to this purpose, Christisn communication
seeks to set the standards of 1ts readership. Therefore, it .
1g essential to study the content of the publications in or-
der continually to evaluate thelr overall effectiveness as
well as thelr spiritual qualitles. To accompllish thie eval-
uation, a technique called content analysis may bz employed.
Content analysis 1s a selentific method "for describing the

various facets of commmication content in summary fashion. "2

1 Bernard Berelson, Content Analysis in Communication
Research, Glencoe, Illinois, The Free Press, 1951, p. 13.

2 Ibid., p. 13.
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- There are four basic assumptions necessary underlying a re-

liable content anélysis. Firstly, the‘anélysis must be lim-
1ted to "manifest content, " explicit in the writing. The

‘1anguage:can be analyzed, but the meaning behind the words,

i.e. the author's motivation; cannot be ascertained in con-
£ent analysis. The researcher may draw conclusions relating
to the author's motivation, which may or may not be valid.
Regardless of the Tindlngs of the researcher, the tech-
nique's #aiidity is not affected when 1t 1s applied proper-
ly. This reservation is included in order to protect the
enalysis from subjectivity on the part of the researcher or
research team. Secondly, the device must have objectivity
to the extent that another analyst will obtain synonymous
resuits if the same eriteria are utilized. Thirdly, it nmust
be systematlic, which means that 1t must analyze all relevant
data in relation to the problem under consideration. This
1s necessary to rule out the anaiyst's bilases in developing
adequate categories to test the material. Lastly, 1t must
be quantitative in order that 1t may measure fregquency or at
least relative frequency of occurrence, as "often," "always,"
or “séldom.“3

: B. Method of Content Analysis

While there are several methods of content analysis,

only three have been selected for extended treatment. These

3*&_2_@. s pp- 16"18.



were selected for their r@levance to the analysis. Author-
ity analysis attempts to distinguish between fact and opin-
ion by separating them in very closely graded categories,
,These magazines do not lend themselves to this type of anal-
ysis beéause‘tﬁe;highest percentage of material 1s editor-
1alized iﬁ 1ts‘very selecﬁion, as for example, the letters
presented;ﬁpwhat is presented as fact, maey be opinion, as
Vthere,is nﬁfcléarecut attempt to maintain strictures in what
ig pﬁt Into the news égntent. Origin classification ls an-
other analysls that may'détermine categorically the origina-
tion of mat.erial.4 Such a classificatory device may be use-
- ful In newspaper work, where datelines appear at the head of
every gstory, but’for magazine work, this ié not satisfactory.
These, along with the following, make up the bulk of methods
available to the researcher. Some other methods are in use
" but elther for very speclalized analysis or of low relia-
bility.
1. Subjeét Matter Classification
Subject matter classification is the most useful and
most common type of analysis for general purposes.5 It

classifies pertinent material to the problem of study by

e

4 Olson, op. cit., P. 85

5 Fay Day, “Gontent Analysis in Mass communicatien,” Ralph

0. Nafziger and Marcus M. Wilkerson, An Introduction to
Journalism Research. Baton Rouge, Loulslana State Uhiver—

sity Press, 1949, p. 89..




2. Theme Analysis
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prominenee ané‘recurrenee. Space applied to the material
and wordage given to the subject are tabulated to discover
prominehce, but mere indication of freguency of recurrence
is not neeessarily indicative of importance, because of the
number of variables that must be taken into account. Actual
analyses of such material vary in accordance with the re-
search problem.: In spite of the difficulties, thile device
is useful and is used in the analysis of the magazines, Qur

Africa and the African Challenge.

By far the most profitable type of analyeis, this in-

strument of anelysis operates to specify the material, most

accuratel$ defining "what is gaid." The problem , however,
is that authentication of this method 1s difflcult. Themes
consist of statements containing a simple subject and a- sim-
ple predicate. Fregquency of use explicitly or impllicitly are
then determined from the content. From this procedure, 1t is
evident that subjectivity would render reliability a 4irffi-
cult commodity to attain in this method.® This method is
included for 1ts relevance to the study of propaganda, which

- will be considered further along in the paper.

3. Symbol Coding )
Somewhat ‘related to theme analysis 1s symbol coding be-~
cause it attempts ta study the content in terms of semantics.

The difference liee,in the faot that the words are assigned

6 Olson,eeg. cit., p. 83.
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a code symbol and thé incidence of the appearance of the

word symbol represented by the assigned symbolidéntify the

, significance of~thefaoncept‘under 1nvestigation; This me-

thod ia ef great v&lue i& stu&ying propaganda, for words
like Communie% "?inka," ”R&d," Sacialist Stalinist, or
Bolahevist nay be atudied in %éstern right wing political
prOpagan&a. Gontrastsiare a helpful method of studying such
word-ccn@epta. 'inythis hypothetical example, such 1ldeas as
Demobragié;Jémericsn, R@iigious, Conservative might aid in

clafifying the'formerzadncepts.’ One method for achleving

'these results 1s aaterminatiﬁn of concepts as favorable (£)

or unfavarable( ) or nentral (0). This method has been

‘termed the Direction af the material In addition to this
‘type of syﬂbol co&ing analysi&, there are also four other

tjpes, attentiaﬂ (frequency 6f reference), sub ject matter

24 Géntent given to listed subjects),

,themes (prevaleneeM f atatements reiterated), and type of

~content (elassifieatien af references by oPinion, attribu-

”tion, or fact) 7 Saveral af these analyses were incorporat-

ed in the stuéy sf’%he? antent but thelr consumption of

smlts rendered them of little use in

A ;ntent. For this reason, these

;p%e&irxom the study;' Findings,

-

7 D4y, op. olt., pp. 89-9L




In a general way, will be incorporated under the sectlon
wﬁioh deals with‘egmparing the results of the magazine
analysis. o ; |
| | C. Results of Content Analysis8
1. Fbrmat |
The format of the magazines differ significantly in

size and content. Below are the prominent findings:

African Challenge Qur Africa
Page Size ‘ 13 x 10 inches 14 x 10-1/2 inches
Number of Pages 16 36
Area of Printed 12,13 x 9.13 12.25 x 9.75
‘ Matter‘
Total Page Area 110.75 sqg. in. 119.44 sq. in,
of Print & o
Total Magazine 1,772 sq. in. 4,2999,84 sqg. in.
Area of Print :
Area of Advertising 422,46 8q. in. 912. 445 sq. in.
CQntent : :
Per Cent Adver- 249 | 21%
tising Content
Pletorial Content 428,11 sq. in. 796.58 gqg. in.
Per Cent Pictorial 24% 19%
- Content
Written and leaded 921.43 sq. in. 2,590,815 sq. in.
Space -
Per Cent Wrltten 52% 60%

Content

8 For complete analysls sheet and explanation of categories,
see Appendix L. Issues, October and November, 1961, of
the African Challenge were averaged together. The same
method was applled to Our Africa, which provides a basis
for comparison.

N U .
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These statistics formed the basis for the analysis of
the magazines. 8quare inches weré used for two fsasons.
(1) The preponderance of pletures necessitated more aceurate
measurement than could be obtained’from ¢olumn inches. (2)
The type fonts varied from 6 to 12 point type, rendering
column inch analysis inwvalid. ﬁ - |
2. Article Type
All articles were classed accofding to theirvfunction

in the magazine. In both magazlines, the feature type of ar-
tiéie dominated. The high percentage of néws storiesvin Our
Africa does not gilve a true pleture, however, as the space
allocated to news 1ls less than that for featurés. The number
of stories, fllling that space, was large, accounting for the
high percentage.

o African Challenge Our Africa

Article Type #—3?'KF€TET5§_-S% # of Articles

BOTY.eeeeesnones Beoseveveveesssl  20ueeiecnen..ea33

FeoburCeeeeeecees TeoseonsnsaseeedDd 24, ...00000..39
7 -Editorlal.seeee.e Oiivvnereseasss O Cecevessconnes 4

GOlumIl...,,_.-.-.-o i.ooooo.ooo-o--12 7...0.--.00..011
Picture“Storyoooo 200.0.0000..0.015 80.100.00...«-13

3. Content Type

’,LPicture content was Included under this category and an-
aljzed-along with the articles themselvea. As a result, the
dapa reléted to pletures appears along slde ﬁhe analyéis fér

the articleé, below as follows:



g ; » N . - :

36
African Challenge Our Africa
Number % of % of Number % of % of
Content o of = Total Pleture of Total Plecture
Iyp: Articles Worde Space Articles Words _Space
News o , '
Africa 3 23% 32.5% 24 394 229
International o 0o 0o 6 9% 29
Informational 4 30% 37% 16 26% 419
Ideational o] -0 0 1 2% 0
Essay 0 0 o] 1 2% 4
Crusade 2 15% 3% 4 6% 124
Achievement’ 1 7% 6% 0 0 0
"How-to-do-1t" .5 5% 114 1 2% 5%
Personality .5 5% 8% 2 49 3%
Inspirational 0 10% 0 2 47 49
Entertalinment 2 4 6% 7%

154 2.5%
4, Subject Matter’ |

Ag a result of the multiplicity of sub-themes in an ar-
tlele, 1t wes deemed necessary to distlinguish among these.
The’word count method was employed in this study as 1t could
best give an estimation of the subject content. Therefore,
a number of’words, corresponding with the prominence of the
thene 1@ the article were asslgned tovthe sub ject which ap-

peafed in the article. The breakdown is as follows:

9 Complete listof categorles shown in Appendix II were
adapted for analysis from Olson, op. cit., p. 128;
Morrls Janowltz, The Community Press In An Urban Set-
tingé37 lencoe, Illinols, The Free Press, 1952, pp.
233-257. ‘
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Africen Challenge Qur Africa
No. of % of

Subject Mattgg

Hatlonalistie Mcvemént.......

Wers - International & Civil,

No. of

Words
- 670

Gommism.'.0......0..'0.0"0/ !

General Forelgn NewS..c.eeses

Emited I%Iations...........‘.‘y :

EaceAﬂﬁlatlﬁnS.boodoooaoo-uﬁq

23

Violations of LaW...eeevennes

Lawoocu'nooo.oo-o-o..-o-00000

Business, Markets, Economles.
GOVerNMeNbeceresasaesevassoss
Sportg..Ct..‘....0'..'0..'...
Agrl el br®, ccverecnsensesene

Sclence and InventloNeeecenes

Medicine, Health, Safety.....
Eduecatlion, S5cho0lBiceccecnses

118

126

438
- 69

 100 :

Musicobooooono'oo.oo ooooo ¢ e s e

~’0bituaries.Q...’.'..O......’.

Births'.....'...".. ..... "..‘

Animal&...............a...-o}
Holiday&a'.".......'.........
Peﬁﬁen&litieﬁs........o--....

BeX'QOOOOOOOOOQ ttttt * e s 0058 00

1,278
1,087

M&SS M@dia - MagaZine’}naoqoii

Famplly, Courtship, Marriage..

Hom@makiﬁgo;.....'-.........o‘

Letters and ANSWerS...eeceees
Acrostics, Puzzles, Contests.
ChurahQ‘...OollolO.'.0.00'0.'
Bible.‘....’...0...'.‘0‘0....0
?heelogy;'..0.0.".....0.0...
Mlesilonsiiieecesoecscoscconse
mnaminati{)nscioi..0.00'....0
Christian EthlicS.iieecoscconss
Christian ILife. . eeeesscccssee
Evangellslescesecesescscsansne

MHymnEQ‘Prayarsnoooo.ooooc--o.

Totals

290
144

50
880
102

88

275
1,175
1,112

8 370

% of

Total

8

100

Words

Total

528

362

246
667
434

831

590

- 648

535
720

1,159

1,042
735
1,528
a7
2%9
50
-31
1,493
3@0
384
1,477
1,019

1,996

715
1,585
%034

139

g68

150
1,204
2,719
1,493

91
*ﬁ , 513
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Tn order to reduce the subjective element in the gnalyu

sis, no &ttempt has been made to interpret the data which it ‘~

yielded, 1n this section. In the next section, the aim will 

be to evaluate and interpret the findings.

added the observations of the analyst and the aimilarities ';,ff~i”*“

and contrasts will be delineated

To these will be};;\ e



V.
COMPARISON OF FINDINaS!

A, Ownerahip and Control -

The producers and disseminators of content of the Afri-

can Challenge and Qur Africa magazines are both missions,

Sudan Interior and Bouth Afriea‘General Misslons, respect-
lvely, and as a result the function of bbth’ﬁagazines serves
to propagate the Gospel. A seeon&ary‘coneammitant function
1s to present the news, ihfofmation,»and entertain. The
letters to the editdr,‘which constitute the feedback from
the audience reached and hence provide an indicator of the
audlence reaction to the content, in both magazines serve as
testimonies from thoseihelped by the megazine. The result
is that they do not assess the communicability, but rather
add to the propagandizing 1ntent.

B. Readebility

Expression of the content was rated by readabllity
techniques. By all three measures, the African Challenge

was regarded as more difficult than OQur Africa. This did

not hold true, however, for the Flesch Human Interest Score.
In this instance, the most easily grasped method of present-
ing the comparison 1s by the following charts:

1 structuring of this section based on C. Merton Babeock, The
Harper Handbook of Communications Skills. New York, Harper
& Bros., 1957, pp. 290=-291.
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African ehallenge Our Afrieca
_Scevegf**aa Beseription Score Grade Description
Dele-Chall... 6.3 67 5.7 6
Gumning...... 11.5 11 8.9 8
Flescheiseses 63.2 9  Standard 64.4 9  Standard
Interest..... 40.0 Highly 37.0 Interesting
~ ' Interesting
‘Gibeﬁmat

| The African Challenge is much smaller in both slze and

in the nnmber of pages that it contalns, than Our Africa.

All but the October issue of the African Challenge pletured

a woman on the cover, indlicating a slight subtle sex conno-
tation 1n'the sale of the magazines, Thls suggestion was
borne out 1# an interview with a spokesman for the Sudan In-
terior Mission. He stated that "We have notlced that more
issues are sold when a woman is plectured on the cover and
when the gclors~féatured~include biight reds and yellows.“2
These afe both presented In a wholesome manner and do not
appear to iﬁterfere with the purpose of the magazines., Ad-
vertising is arranced well in both publications and does not
detract appreclably from the reading of the articles. This

is more true of the African Challenge, but a reason may be

that the African Challenge is subsidized, while Our Africa

is attempting to become self-supporting.
The paper texture of both magazines 1s pulp, but the

2 Interview with Rev. Albert H. TerMeer, Secretary of the

Sudan Interior Misslon.
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African Challen nge s a finer textured pulp than Qur Africa.

The latter is caarse, similar tc newsprint Both magazines
are readgble from a tyg@graphieal point of view as well.
The afriean Ghallgn e emgleys an:eight~paint type with vari-
ations‘from 8ix to eleven~pein£s; Qur Afrida, with more
space both on its page and 1n the overall size, provides

more white leaded spaces between its lines along with a ten-

poinp type. The African Challenge 8 use of illustrations 1s
bétter in most Instances than Oar Africa. The pictures in

the formef always match‘up well wlth the text, as the plecture
sequence of Dr. Aziklwe 1n the Ebvember issue.D By contrast

to this, Our Africa makes very poor use of a picture in the

reparting~of a news story because the plcture, placed direct-

ly bélaw the'story, was separated by a solid line, 1ndiéat~

ing that it was a separate s’c.ory.4 It may be separate, but

the 1ocation would not so indicate. Further, the position
cf the picture in the lewer 1eft-hand corner does not add to
thé ccmpasition of the page. Bather, this news page and most

,9f~the other news pages appear‘to have been put together

h&phazardly. In general comprehensive appearance, the Afri-

can Ghallqu~ is the better of ‘the two magazines, in spite
‘of the - type size.‘, |

3 Etok B‘ Udoh, “Eigeria s Govermor-General," African

Ghallenge, XI (Octdber 1961),‘6-
4 Gur ﬁfrioa, v (Gctdber 1981), 20.
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D. Subjeet Matter

-~ In both magazines religieus subject matter predomln-
ates, as a glance at the ehart of toples in the preceding
section will indicate. In both cases, the percentage of re-
ligious word éonteﬁt is over 40 per cent, Church, Bible,
theology, missions, déﬁominations, Christian ethicse, Chris-
tian life, evangelism, hymns;‘and preyers were included in
thls category. Of the relliglous material, there 1s almost a
complete absence of doctrinal material. The emphasis is upon
living the Christian life. HNot classed as religlous direct-
ly, were a number of cruséde'appeéis as "Beerhalls--Curse of
Modern Africa"® which concern soclal evils of the continent.
The concern comes from,Christian ethical standards. There-

fore, much of the material not classed as rellgious stems

from & Christian concern.

Néws of both a general nature and specifle, Insofar as
it related to the continent of Africa, probably was the next

largest category for OQur Africa. Features would have to be

attributed to the African Challenge for i1ts second largest

theme. Regarding the news content, both megazines appear to
have difficulty obtaining timely news, which would seem to
léésen'their effectiveness as channels of communication in a

world that 1s racling from one crisis to another. For

5 Ian Kazembe, "Beerhalls--Curse of Modern Afriea, Oour
Afriea, IV (November 1961), 1l2.
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example, Dr. Nkrumah's visit to Yugoslavlia on August 3, ap-
peared in the Getdber issue of @ur Africa.6 It did not ap-

pear at all\in the-&frican Ghallengg. Another criticism of

the news reporting on the pages cf Gur Africa is the poor

readability of the news articles. One of the worst examples
agpeared;iﬁzthe October 1ssue,,ent1t1ed "Azikiwe and Pan-
Afficanism.7 Ineidengally,fthe event occurred early in Au-
gust asyﬁell."?ﬁe arﬁicle ofﬁll%fwords was divided Into two
sentences and contained(many'wcfés‘not on the Dale 1list,
about 15 perucantgwand about‘the seme percentage of words
were over three 3yllables. The Flesch score was -19.4! No
attempt was made to explain the theme, Pan—Africanism, for
the average reaﬁer. One other crL&icism is a flagrant vio-

lation of the grammitical laws, which eppeared in the report

-of a wedding, which took place on July 15 and was noted

under a column headed, "The Latest Weddings." The first sen-
tence 1acka a predlcate and reads as follows:

Mr and Mrs. C. P. M. Gumede, after thelr marriage

on the 15th July, 1961 at the South Africa General

Mission at Mbabane, Swaziland.

But while there are a number of poor news briefs, there
are a nﬁmberfcf excellent news features, which the African

Challenge cennot match. "What Next in Katanga?"® combines

6 Our Africa, IV (October 1961), 18.
7 Ibid., p. 18.

8 Tau Ea Khale, "What Next in Katanga?", Our Africa, IV
(November 1961), pp. 6-7.
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excellence of reporting and news photography. The human pa-
thos of a Belgian woman, whose husband was shot by Unlted Na-
tions trodps comes’through vividly in pictorial representa-
tion. Aiang with that is & picture of Mr. Molse Tshombe in
animated conversation with newsmen in Kitwe, Northefn Rho~
desla. As Dr. Flesch emphasizes in his Human Interest for-
mula, the ma jor factor of interest is found in the mention
of people; This appéars especlally applicable to the ple-~
turesas well as the writing of this article.

Nor are news features the only specilal featuresof in-

terest in the study of these magazines. OQur Africa has a

monthly music‘feature article, "Music for You," which seeks
to encourage highVQuality music appreclation, such as the

"Overture of 1812" by Peter Ilytch Tschaikowsky.9 In addi-

- tlon to the music section, there 1s a homemaker's sectlon in

which reéipes and workoggvingkideas are presented, along with
a contest eéch month de*housewives. These are excellent,
widening thé seope an§~inf1uence of the magazine. It 1is cu-
rious,’hqwever,fthaﬁ;ﬁeither magazine develops the topics of
art or,literature,‘either native or foreign. |

As a result of the length, the African Challenge cannot

presenﬁ 1engthy features, comparable to Qur Africa. In order

- to fulfill its obligation to present the Gospel, the Afrlcan

9 Our Africa, IV (November 1961), p. 25.
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llenge must use almest half of its space in this manner;
features are more general in aature, as the celebration of

1ndepenaence of African nations picture story.lO The Eng-
1ish is flawiess and welluwritten. One notable trend in the

V African Qhallenge 13 the favorable light in which colonial-

ism is preaanted, by contrast withgeur Africa, which seems

- to remain neutral or antagonistic toward colonialism.

| Religlous content will be given further consideration

in the next section.




VI
CHRISTIAH EDUCATIO§ GQETENT
At this paint 1n ths study, tha questicn may be raised,
why study all of the secular cantenﬂ an& what is 1ts inmport-

ance to Christian eaueaticn? Loaking back to the first see-
tion, it was discovered that the purpose of the African

I llenge‘andkeur égriaawwas to ‘counteract the literature of

the‘day;in ﬁhéir;reSPéctivégcountries, among other things,
When the African éhélienge began to publlsh over a decade
age,‘thefeVWQre no éhﬁiétian ﬁagaz1nés conmpeting on the open

market in Africa.; Th&ﬂ’then, W&S an entirely new concept

for the podern Christian Church. oday the field 1s even

more highly cempetitive and the potential gsuccess to be

reapeé if a haaring may be gainea~~tremendous. But to galn

even a hearing taxes all of th@ 1ngenu1ty and abllity that

can be mustered.~

%hen ‘one ths&ghtfully conaiders a statement such as one
thgt §ugh;ﬁ¢fner, editor and publisher of Playboy (magazine)
méée iﬁpa;récént Interview concerning the purpose of his mag-
azihe; one §onaersfhow Christian publications are able %o
maintaiﬁ théir own in & world of such brutal competition,

"...a combination of sex in the Freudian sense and status. "1

He proceeds to defend these alms. Both motives may be summed

1 Simcn Nathan, ”About the Nudes in Playboy,“ U. 8. Camera,
XXV (Bpril 1962), T1.
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up in the anti-Christian concepta of immorality and selfish-
ness, .by stating'that they fulfill the two basic desires of
life.x‘Unfortunately, his philosophy 1s justified in the
phenbmenél success of his and other‘S1milar magazines in the
Uhited Stateé. But, lest the erroneous conclusion be drawn
that such magezines are notifiltéring into Africa, Miss

Gourlay ment;ons that the Afrioan,Challenge seeks to oppose

actively“...ﬁhe'lurid trash of the western world. "2 Such
entertainment may act as a narcotlc to salve away the strain
of the Nuelear Age thrgugh’which the world 1s passing, but
1t does not provide satlsfactlon or peace of mind. The Gos-
pel does anaﬁis still 1itera£ure~that\will be read if prop-
erly preéentéﬂ;’ An example of ihis fact 1s Biiiy’Graham's
book, Peace With God, which has been translated in numerous

tongues and sold exceptionally well in the United States.
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, therefore, 1t should
be poésiblé to cut into even such magazine readershlp as Mr,
Hefner's. But if the Church is to succeed in this task, and
it must, the literature cannot be second-rate elther editor-
ially or graphically. Hence, the study of content and the

purpose of such magezines,

2 Rae B. B. Gourlay, "Ten Years of Challenging Africa," A
Monthly Letter About Evangelism, VI (June 1961), p. 1.
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A.‘Propaganda

Propaganda sounds like a harsh word to the average man
of the twentleth century. He thinks in terms of the radio
broadecasts that Nazl Germany beamed at the Allied soldlers
to discourage and hurt the cause, or the 3 billion dollar
expenditure of the Soviet Union each year to ?ropagandize
Africa, Latin America, and wherever she can galn a hearing,
While these are all propagandlzing efforts, propaganda is
not necessarlly theevil word that it seems to connote. It
was first anrlled by Pope Gregory XV and established by his
successor, Urban VIII, to counter the Protestant Reformatiqn
from 1622 onward.? The success of their efforts are a sad
commentary on the continuation of the Reformatlion, which
they so artfully reversed to their own advantage. Whether
twentlieth-century Christians like the term or ndt, they are
Just as much engaged in the spreading of propaganda as was
the Catholie Church of the Counter Reformeatlon,

With this background, propaganda may he defined as "...
the art and selence of controlling the mind of mankind by

overwhelming insistence upon a point of view."# Truth has

3 Gorham Hinson, Twelve Declslve Battles of the Mind,
New York, The Greystone Press, 19&2 pe 1X. oo

4 Ibid., p. 15.
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more disadvantages to overcome than does falsehood. Munson
suggests that there are three reasons for this fact, (1)
Truth runs counter to many vested lnterests and must over-
come opposition, (2) Truth seems to promise only a "humdrum"
exlstence, while the wild propagandist inclting hatred and
murder appeals to this decadent eivilization, (3) "Geniuses
for propagandizing truth apparently appear far less often
among men than does consummate Journalistic abillity for in-
venting and spreading lies and appeals to the negative emo-

tions of mankind. ">

~ B. Standard

In the preceding pages, two points of view héve been
suggested, that of the propagandlst and that of the propa-
gandized. The former, in the example cited, sought to prop-
agandize for the sake of monetary gain. The latter allowed
himself to be propagendized for the sake of his selfish de-
sires. 'Although the méthods of propagandizing have im-
proved, efforts of men like John Wesley succeeded in revolu-’
tionizing the thought of England, and averting what might
have resulted in the bloodbath that scourged France., Chris-
tians might well take notice of the way in which Wesley ac-
complished his task. In a reply to a gquestlion concerning
the reason why he thought God raised up Methodlst preachers,
Wesley responded, "We have been raised up to*réfcrm the na-

tion, more particularly the Churech, to spread scriptural

5 Ibid., pp. 18-20.
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holiness over the land."6 One of the téchniqﬁgs‘which Wesley
applied was to utilize literary‘skills; producing some‘kcd
titles in his lifetime. Considering the success and his
prolific outpﬁt, it must be édmitted that Wesley knew liter-
‘ature. Therefore, the catégorizatién of his wcrks‘by his’
headings might prove a_useful standard in'determining the
completeness of the present literature under study. The
headings are as follows: | f o ‘

(1) Evangelism. Wesley sought‘to,reach men on their 1ével
by simple, clear language and in as many varled forms as
possible, which even lncluded a magazine.

(2) Apolbgetics and Theology.‘ He predueed literature that
was not only simple in evangelistic purpcse, but he sought
to reach the skeptics and deistg of his day with intellec-
tual material.

(3) Bible. Biblical literacy among the laity was one of
wegiey's chief concerns. | |

(4) Practical Holiness. Christian living was one of his
foremost desires for the people he was teaching.

(5) Christian Service. All practlieal aspects were con-
sidered\by‘weSley In guiding the lay folk in the practical
ways to worship.

(6) Contemporary Problems. For Wésley, thére was no dis? :
tinctlon between the secular and the religioua beeause the

Christien li:ﬁ‘e meant 1iving in the world with all of 1ts prob-f

lems and dealing with them from Christian viechint He~wggte '*”:

8J. Morris Rockness, TAre We Missing the’ Mark? ~ Floodtide,

(Winter 1961), p. 3.



L

50

on numerous subjects, many of which were very controversial,

as the American Revolution.7

7 Ibid., p. 3.

—————
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c. Procedure |
The procedure with both the African Challenge and Qur

Africa was to compare tﬁeir content with Wesley's compre-
hensive headings'in survey fashion, for the first analysis.
Finally, analysis 1n depth was applied to the articles that
were rated as purﬁeying direct Christlan truths, of which an
example follows.
1. Comparison with Wesley's Guide

a, Evangelism

Both magézines contained a high percentage of evangel-
istic articles. The purpose of these articles was particu-
larly evident from the coupon for enquiry which appears at
the bottom of most. One of‘thése has been selected for c¢om-
plete znalysis further along.

b. Apologetice and‘Theolbgy  %

There was?ho attempt to state any‘theology per se nor
doctrine as such in ﬁheae magazines, This appears to be a
great deficlency in the ﬁagazines. (Our Africs comes closest
to presenting theologj in the Emmaus Bible Study course. It
is doubtful that these courses pfesent anything further than
basles.

¢. Blble

As In the study of evangelism, thls category contained

~ a high percentage of the total religious content. Both maga-

zines contaln reading guldes. The African Challenge presents

theirs in conjunction with a monthly feature, "People You
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Should Know." There is;nokéﬁtémpt to explain the Scripture
readings, which are taken from the Scriptufe‘UniGn of Lon-

don, England. Our Africa uses the same readings, but adds

the Soripﬁuﬁe Unlon notes to'beip»in,the instructlon.
d. Practical Holiness |
After Evangellism and Biblé, Practical Holiness comes
next in prominence. Motivation to live the Christian life is
reiterated in a number of articlés. One such article appears

in the November issue of Qur Africa, and is entitled, "Great-

er than Sorrow."® The author attempts to show how God can
give comfort even in extreme sorrow of the lives of these
missionariee, whose chlld was still-born. The writer attempts
to motlivete the bellever to simllar holy trust.

e. Christian Service

| Very little was done with this tople in thé mageazines,

f. Contemporary Problems

The African Challenge deals with thlis toplc only indl-

rectly; There 1s no attempt to deal with contemporary prob-
lemé either within or outside of Africa. It does deal with
"How to Choose Your Vocation"? from a Christisn viewpoint,

but this is linked with thé counselling miﬁistry of the mag-

azine,

8 Howard Olson, "Greater than Sorrow," Our Afric&, IV
(November 1961), p. 27.

9 African Challenge, XI . (Hovember 1961), pp. 6-7.‘
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By contrast, Qur Africa takes hold of certain contro-

verslal issues very well. On the subject of drinking, one
very revealing article, "Here is What We Sa#...Inside a
Shebeen, "10 gives the reader a goodfinsight into the horror
of these illegal drinking éstablishments. This was followed
up by an article, "Beerhalls--Curse of Modern Africa, "1l two
months later,

Another method of dealing wlth modern problems, Qur
Africa used, has been to print a number of letters on a sub-
Jeet with opposing ideas or complementary ideas., The former
of these 1s exemplified in an article, "Christianity Versus
Politics,"12 The latter of these is exemplified in an arti-

cle, "Marriage Isn't Easy."1J

2. Analysis of Speeific Articles

An artlicle has been selected arblitrarily for an example

of analyslis applied to articles with religious content. It -

L

comes from the African Challenge, 1s evangelistle in tome,

and is entitled, "I Was a Political Prisoner, "14 The most
feasible method of studying these articles appears to be
‘through an adaptation of Symbol Coding. All of the concepts

10 Our Africa, IV (September 1961), pp. 6-7T.
11 Our Afriea, IV (November 1961), pp. 12-13.
12 Our Africs IV (September 1961), p. 2%,

13 OQur Africa, IV((Qetdber, 1971), p. 21.
1 i

14 Nelson Kamau, Kenya, #I Was g Polltical Prisoner!”,
African Challenge, XJ, (Octgber 1961), p. 4.
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were separated into elther positive or negative columns.
The positive concepts outnumbered the negative, 114 to 73.
A number of cliches were to be noted. At the end of the ar-
ticle appeared a slip of inquiry for help. A synopsis of
the article ls as follows:
"I Was a Political Prisoner'"
I was a polltical prisoner because I drank the Mau Mau

oath, I was a slave to sin., I served the Devil. I commit-
ted the worst sins.

God placed me in prison. I heard & hymn, "I Will Sing
the Wondrous Story of the Christ Who Died For Me." On May
9, 1955 I stopped resisting God and became saved.

When I was released, I got a Job. I would not carry
liquor, buy cigarettes, or work on Sunday. Withal, I have
been very successful.

Reader, would you like this victory the WOrd of God
promises in I John 1:8, 97 Accept it.

The major problem with such artiéles as this one is
that thev use a vocabulary that is foreign to the person not
schooled in Christian thought. Wesley wrote the language of
the peo~=, wuot in forelgn sub-culture term:,

4 second problem is the appearance of r»rida on the part
of the person testifying. There probably ls none, but the
appearance s poor for preachers. These are itwo ways by

which the African Challenge can improve its style,

- Unfortunately, the method has not yet beén perfected to
the extent that it can yield 100 per cent accurate results,

or that 1t can provide more than general trends as have been

suggested above,




Vii.
vam amax AND CONCLUSION
~Although 1t cannot be said that one magazine is better
than the other, a number af conclusicns emerge that may be
significant to the magazines., Both- have areas where im- |

provement could add apprecidbly to the overall effectiveness

of the magazines. OQur Argiea could profit&bly improve 1lts
news coverageg writing, and placement upon the news pages.

The African Challe g‘Vcould'add‘SOQe features, such as the

homemaking and music sectien& of Gur Africa.

This new concept of religious Journalisﬁ, whereby a
magazine is placed upon the market to compete with gecular
publications, has real possibilities but nceds further re-
search and development. The need for research is under-
scored in‘the findings that; for example, the readability of

the news section of Our Africa scores very low both in the

score of ease and 1ln the score of human interest. Should a

Christian publication seek to become self-supporting by ad-

veftising or should it be continually subsidized by organi-

zatlons backing 1t? This is one of the questions that fur-

ther research must seek to answer. The cost of a top-flight
magaziné is prohibitive and, .as a result,‘tﬁere must be a

change in policy if these magazlnes are to 1mprove their

‘style and circulation. What should be the ratio of secular

to religious content? Should it approximate that cf these

'two magazines, where the content 1s 40 per cent~religions tO lg‘;
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60 per cent secular material?

TherE*exis;s,a~Speeifia need for the study of religious
pﬁblié?ﬁions;x Probably sgme for@ of symbol~¢oaing'would
help in understanding the religioua~con£ent; Further re-
gearch in the effect of theée magazines should be undertaken
as well. The search for a béttér and more effectivé vehiecle
for communicating the Gospel must eontinue and the search
for better means of communicating must be developed, not
employing words that have been outmoded in meaning, but

words of 1life that will bring life.
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