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IHTRODUCTION

“Socisl Chrisiianity, as a phrase, is of
aamparativgly recent origin., 4s a fact, it is as
old as the Gospel. It begen 10 be with Jesus., It
will reach its completeness in the dispensation of |
the fulness of the ages. The phrase was coined in
modern times by way of protest and correction. ;
3hriatianity'had too generally heeoﬁe a religilous
individuaiism.® These sentences {1) suggest to the
mind two selient facts which are not to be over-
looked in a study of socisl motives and ideals in
the Bpistle to the Hphesians.

The first of these facts is that both
Jesus and His followers did teach a way of lifs
wﬁieh dealt with the problems of social groups
quite a8 definitely as with individual selvation.
If vome wish the sssurance that the salvation of
the individusl is priwary, let that vemsin., Our |
present purpose is to study the soclial teaching in
one of the Pauline lebters without argument as to

L B

1. #, H, 5tead, "The Story of Soecial Christianity",
Introduction, p.ix),
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its comparative grim&éy in the ministry of the
Church. BSurely one may start with ot lesst the
assumption that this sspeet of Hew Testament

$eaching must not be neglected,

The obher fact is that there is great
‘8oeial value in the salvation of the individual,
Right and weong within the soeisl group is deter-
mined by the attitude of individusl lesders snd
individunl followers.

Purpose of the Study

Recognizing thase facts, it hms been our
purpose to make a study, seeking out socisl motives
and ideals as presented in the letter of Paul to
the Rphesians, If we have discovered a bit of
Ohristien teaching in this field which needs to be
re~emphasized of re-applied, or, indeed, if we ocan
88 & result of our observatioh of these records
despen our present application of these teachings,

then our search has =not bé@ﬁ in vain,

Method of the Study

The method has been exegetical., The mo=
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tive of exzegesis is that of the explorer who
"bresks new sess today™, the lure of discovery.
The methcd is inductive. By investigation, the

- exsgete finda, as usarly as may be possible, the
meaning of the passage in its historie setting,
"The gxpogitor is 1li¥e the msker of a wall, who
pabs no water into the well, but makes it his ob-
Ject %o let the water flow without &iversion,

stoppage or defilenment” (2).

of the Study

The field of discovery has been the B~
~pistle of Paul to the Hphesiens, snd, mord
broadly, the New Testament. The study of these
materials wag through the medium of the Xoinéd
Greek, |

gtudy has been made and findings presen-

ted in the following major fields:

I. The View of Soclety Presented in Tphesians,
{Preliminsyry Sketch)

- L] L L -~ - - - - L d - R d - Lid -y haad - - L d L4 Ld bl -
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II. The Philosophic Basis for Socisl Bthics
Fresented in Ephesians.
- {Philosophic Approsch)

I1XI. Social Principles Fresented in Bphesians.
{ Bthieal Approsch)

IV. Sceisal 3tanﬁar&s Présentad in Ephesiana;
{ 8thiesl Approach) ‘

Vs Soeial Mobtives Presembed in Zphesians, -
{Psychological Approach)

Summary and Conclusisns.
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CHAPTER

THE VIEW OF SOCIETY PRESENTED IN EPHESIANS



CHAPTER I

- One of the extremely interesting examples
of the contribution of the Greek tense to exact
statement and dramatic effectiveness is exhibited
in the first few verses of the second chapter of
Ephesians. "You being dead" (1) (present), "God
made you alive" (2) (Aorist). Our present pur-
pose 18 to study thevconduct‘of these Ephesian
people prior to this change, to understand as far
as possible what it was in their soecial behavior

which made Paul describe them as Tdead!.

- Perhaps, before entering fully into the
items touched upon in this letter, it might not be
out of place ©vo remind ourseives of Paul'!s summary
of 1ife among Gentiles apart from God, as found in
the first chaﬁter of Romans. In that passage, Paul
refers to: impiety, wickedneés,‘suppression of the
truth, idolatry, impurity both in the misuse of
natural functions and in unhatural sins and inde-
cencies, reveling in wrong-doing, unsocial conduct

ranging from ill-nature to murder, and, worst of

v T U . T . e
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‘all, encouraging each other in the practise of

their gross immoralities. This general picture is
shown to have a definite relation to the study we -
are making when Paul says to the Ephesians (3) that
they once walked in trespasses and sins taccording

to the course of this world! (4).

In this Study, we shall’givé special no-
tice to: |
I. The Meaning of Spiritual Death. 2:1-3.
II., The Characteristics of the Former
Life of the Gentile Christians. 4:17-
H:21.
IIT. The Testing Points of Social Ethics.
5:82 - 6:9.

I. The Heaning of Spiritual Death. 2:1-3.

The conduct of the spiritually tdead!?

was in 'trespasses? (5) and 'sins' (8). We have

T T T S T e T T St G N —

3, When we refer to the Ephesians or to Ephesus in
this study, we are ignoring the critical problem
of the destination of the Epistle. - Cartalnly,
the social conditions were not greatly different
in the cities near Ephesus, nor were they free
from the influence of her life.

4.  KaTo Tov @lDvey Too Ibopou TOOTOu Findlay par-
aphrases, "in the way of the age, according to
the course of this world."

50 7— Q‘D'TI,U AT 1V .

6. APTIAS o Paul does not seem to be making any

- pgféocular distinction between 'trespasses'! and
tsins'.
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S
~already referred to the fact that in committing
these sins, they were following the 'order of the
day! so far as their generation was concerned. In
fact, thelr false l;ne of conduct went back to
their following the wrong leadership, first in ac-
cepting the dictates of their fellow-men, and ul-
timately in taking direction from the 'prince of
the powers of the air' (7). The result;of fol-
lowing such leadership would certainly be moral
failure.‘ Findlay comments, "The age in which we
(Paul) 1lived was godless to the last degree; the
steanm of the world's life ran in turbid course
toward moral Tuin.......The 'orince! (or truler!)
who guides the world along its career of rebellion
is manifestly Satan, the spirit of darkness and
hate whom St. Ual entitled 'the god §f this

world! (2 Cor. 4:4)" (8).

In verse 3 Paul designates the besetting

sin of the civilization in which they lives, namely,

e e e e e e e e mm s e m e e e me nee e e e e e e e

7, TOV¥ %ﬂ){ova THs é)é;our/ms 00 a’)e'[oos, For a good
statment of the poSsible interpretations of this
expression, 'of the air', see Abbott; Inter-
national Critical Commentary, Ephesians and
Colossians, p. 40ff. ]

8.6.G. Findlay, Expositorts Bible, p. 102.
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the lust (9) for the indulgence of the physieal
nature (10), following the wills of the flesh and
the mind (11). The weékness of the Greek for
fleshly indulgence seems to be the great weakness
of the day. "The unnatural sensuality on which
the Apostle Paul poured out his indignant repro-
bation, in the first chapter of the Epistle tb
the Romans, prevalled to a frightful extent among

the Greeks, and was taugh%t by them to the Romans

(12).

The use of the word 'ﬁills' or 'impulses!
in this connection is of great intérest, especially
in a day when psychology teaches us the necessity
to unify personality. ‘Whatever else the use of
the plural (wills) instead of the usual singular
form may mean, it seems to infer a lack of coordi-
'naﬁion and purpose on the party of the sinner.
There is one'will of God. The wills of the flesh and
the mind lead hither and thither, in all directions

but the right.

This first view of society in the time of the

— e e e wm e e s e e s e mm e eme e mw e e e em e e s e

> ‘ i .

3. fﬁ7gvﬁfﬂ « Primarily , desire, craving, longing.
Therefore, desire for what is forbidden, lust.
(Thayer). o

10. ™% o K o3 75 PR . < . .

1l. 7R Gedsjpara’ 77)s ompros sXas Ty davery .

12. Fisher, '"The Béginnings of Christianity", p. 205.
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Apostle is rather general, but ons which

shows a forﬁidding prespect. Immorality and
license were rife on every hand. What a test
of the pawér of the gospell What hardihood de-
manded on the part of the followers of the

Christl!

Gross Immorality

Starting with 4:17, there is a passage

whvich outlines the difference between the life of

the Gantile sinners and the life which is marked
out for the Christians. The remembrance of thisg
life stands as a warning %o the Christian, since

it is the way he once walked.

The first difference suggested leads us
right back to our observation of the ifendency to
immorality. The word here is variously Crans-
lated, 'uhbridled lust, excess, licentiousness,
lasciviousness, insolence! (13). This time,

its source is given as the vanity of their minds

e e mm e s e v e e e o e e e dwm e e e e e e e e

13. jﬁfV\r/A .Renderings above from Thayer.

~ /
14. /uv\Tawo'T 7 705 vods adrdVe Both vels and Jiaveso

have thé inclusive meaning tunderstanding,
feeling, desiring.!' (Thayer).
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the vain philosophies by which they attempted to un-
derstand all things, but only succeeded in having
their minds darkened and in being estranged from

God.

Ignatius found occasion to make refer-
ence to the temptation to the carnal in his Epistle
to the Ephesians (15). "Cast ye out that which
defiles you, who are of the most holy Church of
the Ephesians, which is so‘famous and celebrated
throughout the world. They that are carnal can-
not do those things which are spiritual, nor they
that are spiritual the things which are carnalj;
even as faith cannot do the works of unbelief, nor

unbelief the works of faith.®

Even more definite evidence of the sin
of these days is given in the Epistle of Ignatius
to the Antiochians (18), "But as to the praetice

of magic, or the impure love of boys, or murder,

- e e e e e e aas e e e sam s e mee eme e e e aee e e e e e e

15. Ignatius (30-107 A.D.) of Antioch, "Epistle
of Ignatius to the Pphesians®, quoted from
"Ante~-Nicene Fathers®, p. 52. Vol. I.

168. "Ante-Nicene Pathers®". p.l12. Vol. I. This is one
of the letters attributed to Ignatius, now con-
sidered spurius. Therefore, the evidence is
that these conditions still existed in the
time of the later writer, or that he was con-
vinced that they existed in the time of
Ignatius. '
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it is superfluous to write to you, since such
vices are forbidden to be committed even by the

Gentiles.®

Polycarp (17), writing to the Philippians,
probably about the middle of the second century,
finds it necessary to give a word of special warn-
ing to the young men, "In like manner, let the
young men also be blameless in all things, being
especially careful to preserve purity, and keeping
themselves in, as with a bridle, from every kind of
evil. PFor it is well that they should he cut off
from the lusts that are in the world, since tevery
lust warreth against the spirit;f and 'meither
fornicators, nor effeminate, nor abusers of them-
selves with mankind, shéll inherit the kingdom of
God,! nor those who do things inconsistent and un-
becoming., Wherefore, it is needful to abstain from
all these things, being subject to the presbyters

and deacons, as unto God and Christ.®

The Epistle of Barnabas, credited to the
first half of the second cenbury, has an interesting
chapter on the ”Spiritual significance of the pre-
cepts of lloses respecting different kinds of food."

. In this chapter (18), he condemns corruption of

U A T

17. Ante-Nicene Fathers, P. 34. Vol. I.
18’ ﬁ. n > po 143$ n
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boys, adultery, being like 'those whom we hear of
as;committing wickedness with the mouth, on account -
of their uncleanness!, and being joined 'to those

impure women who commit iniquity with the mouth.?

Tatian, in his "Address to the Greeks"
dwells upon that 'foolish jesting! (19) of which
Paul speaks in Ephesians 5:4. “Ané of what sort
are your bteachings? Who muét not treat with con-
tempt your solemn festivéls, which; being held in
honour of wicked demons, cover men with infamy?

I have often scen a man {an actor)~fand have been

’ amazed}to see, and the amazement has ended in con-
tempt, to think how he is one thing internally, but
outwardly counterfeits what he is not-- giving
himselfvexcessive airs of daintiness and indulging
in all sorts of effeminacy; sometimes darting his
Véyes abéut; sometimes throwing his hands hither
andlthither, and raving with his face smeared with
mud; sometimes persongting ﬁéhrodite, somnetimes
ﬁpollé; a solitary accuser of all the gods, an
epitome of superstition, a vituperator of heroic
deeds, an actor of murders, a chronicler of adultery,
a storehouse of madness, a teacher of cynmaedi, an

instigator of capital sentences; -- and yet such 2

T s T

19. ’Ju){oor\oy'/m <l (-U)Tp(—'ﬁmzf;llo
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man is praised by all. But I have rejected all his
falsehoods, his impiety, his practices, -- in short,
the man altogether. But yoﬁ are led captive by
such men, while you revile those who do not take a
part in your pursuits. I have no mind to stand
agape at a number of singers, nor do I desire to

be affected in sympathy with é man when he is
winking and gesticulating in an unnatural manner.
What wonderful or extraordinary thing is performed
among you? They utter ribaldry in affected.tones,
and go through indecent movements; your daughters
and your sons behold them giving lessons in adultery
on the stagé. Admirablé places, forsooth, are

your lecture-rooms, whereevery base action per-
petrated by night is proclaimed aloud, and the
heareré,are regaled with the utterance discoursesl
Admirable, too, are your mendacious poets, who by
their fictions beguile theif hearers from the

trutht (20).

There are many passages in the Exhor-
tation to the Heathen, of Clement of Alexandria (21).

One will suffice to show the relation of immorality

20. Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vo}. II, pp. 74, 75.
21. " " non ., p, 177.
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to heathen worship. There is something of a list
of the scred symbols of the Eleusinian mysteries: .
tsesame cakes, and pyramidal cakes, and globular
and flat cakes, embossed all over, and lumps of
~salt, and a serpent the symbol of Dionysus Basse-
" reus ... , pomegranates, round cakes andpoppy
seeds, tﬁe unmentionable symbols of Themis, ﬁér-
jorinm, a lamp, a sword, a womén*s comb, which is a

euphemism and mystic expression for the muliebria.t!

This is followed by a sefere condemnation
of heathen rites: "0 unblushing shamelessnessl
Once on a time night was silent, a veil for the
 pleasure of temperate men; but now for the initi-
ated, the holy night is the tell-tale of the rites
of 1icentiousness;'and the glare of torches re-
veals vicious indulgences. Quench the flame, O
Hierophan; reverence, O Torch-bearer, the tor-
ches. That light exposes‘lacchus; let thy myster-
ies be honoured, and command the orgies to be hid-

den in night and darkness.

BSuch are the mysteries of the Atheists.
And with reason I call those Atheists who know
not the true God, and pay shameless ership;ta a
boy torn in pieces by the Titans, and a woﬁan in

distress. and to parts of the body that in truth
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cannot be mentioned for shame, held fast as they
are in the double impiety, first in‘thét they
know not God, not‘ackngwledging a8 God Him who
truly is; the other and second is the error of re-
garding those who exist not, as existing‘and cal-
ling those gods‘that have no real existence, or
rather no existence at all, who have nothing but

a name." (22).

A1l of these examples simply elafify for
us Paults condemnéﬁion of>thefgentile social order.
The 'new man! (23) as opposed to the 'old man!

Just described was to be the fnew man, created ae-
cording to God in righteousness and true holiness!
(24). The Aposﬁle virtially says that the whole of
the former life is so rotten and worthless that it |
~must be tihrown over and a whole new life substi-
tuted for it. Jesus put it,‘”Yet must be born a-

gain'.

- e e e e e e e e eme  we e a wR e e e mm e e e wie e we am

22. One almost rejoices with Clement in the fore-
sight of Anacharsis: "All honour to that king
of the Scythians, whoever Anacharsis was, who
gshow with an arrow one of his subjects who im-
itated the mystery of the Mother of the gods,
as practised by the inhabitans of Cyzicus,
beating a2 drum and sounding a cymbal strung
from his neck like a priest of Cybele, condem-
ning him as having become effeminate among the
Greeks, and a teacher of effeminacy to the rest
of the Cythians.? ‘ ‘

23. Kaivoy c)nlyépwﬂb}/. ,

24. K716 Odvrery € ()leloO“dlY’yy Kors 5'0’1‘0/7‘77—/ Tﬁs 5\/‘7&%@5.
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Unsocial Attitudes

But the new man solved more questions than
simply that of greed for immorality, however important
that might be. The changes of life suggested by the

writer in 4:25 to 5:21 reflect a long eatalogue of.

 sins which evidently were characteristic of the so-

ciety of the Ephesians. They are not a pleasant array:
falsehood (85), sinful anger (26), retained anger (27),
stealing (28), idle words (béd words?) (29), offense
against the Holy Spirit (30), bitﬁerness (31), anger
(32), wrath (33), clamor (34), slander (spite) (35),
immorality (36), uncleannessi(vibe) (87), greed (38),

‘indecehCy, buffoonery,‘of foolish Jesting (59), drunk-

‘enness (40), and insubordination (41).

‘Conelusion

The told man"is_hafdly deseribed in as
séafhing:language here as in the first of Romans,
mentioned early in this Chapter, but it is the same,
all- inc1u51ve plCuure of a soc1ety destroyina itself

through i*s sins.

- e e e m wes e W wma e e ew e e e mm sem e e e e wee e e e ee
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28+ & xAdmTewy P xéir aherm 0, ‘

29}"”%3/‘Y65 ocanpes o "Corrupt, worthless speech,
especially in reference to whatever is profitless
and unedifying.m (Ellicott, ad loe)/

50.//)0 Avretre o 77?/6()//0\ Y "/(_),/oy 8 Geod -

B3l. Kﬁla‘ . B2 ‘}U}J@S . S53. U/JY”)/ .
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37, A K 90\ r’/’O\, M 8. 71‘ EﬂYegf
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III. Testing Points of Social Ethics

The particular sphere in.whiéh the social
teaching is applied is the home. There is much that
applies inferrentially to the Christian community,
and some rather directly, as the passage ihcluding
the catalogue of unsocial sins listed on the preceding
page and the plea to unity in 4:3. However, the
"testing pecints® gpecifically mentioned are all within‘

’thé confines of the home:
- 1. Relation of wives to husbands.

2. Relation of husbands to wives.

3. Relation of children to parents.

4. Relation of fathers to children.

5. Relation of slaves to masters.

6. Relation of masters to slaves.

kOne other testing point is suggested in
a more general way in the third and fourth chapters,
namely, the relation of iew and Gentile in the
Christian communitye. This point will also be given
consideration. |

In speaking of Ephesian society from the
viewpoint of the Apostle, one must be careful not to
represent Paul as having said that which hedid not
say. As a matter of fact, all that is said sbout the
homefis from the positive standpoint,‘stating ideals
to which the homes should aspire. What society held

in the way—of dangers to the standards of the Christian



R6.

community may be Judged to some extent from the advice
to marriage fidelity and love, nurture and training of
children, obedience to parents, responsible obedience

to masters; consideration of  slaves.
Illustration of Home Life

The saae means of understanding the conduct

" of the ordinary non-Christian home may be used in the
study of writings to Christians of adightly later
period, The Epistle of Mathetes to Diognetus (4 D 130)
says of the Christians, "They marry, as do all (others);
they beget children; but they do not destroy their off-
spring. ‘They have a common table, but not a common
‘bed. They are in the flesh, but they do not live after

the flesh.® (42).

The Epistle of Ignatius to‘Polycarp advises,

"Do not déspise either male or female slaves, yet
neither let them be puffed up with conceit, but rather
let them submit themseives the more,'for the glory of
God, that they may obtain from God a better liberty.
Let them not wish to be set free (from slavery) at the
public expense, that they be not found slaves to their
own desireé.“ "Speak to my sisters, that they love

the Lord, and be satisfied.wiﬁh their husbands both

in the flesh and spirit. In like manner &lso, exhort

_..-.‘—..-_-..—.-_.._\‘....._._..__..-.-.—-‘.-_.._.-.

42, Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson, "The Ante-
Nicene Fathers", Buffalo, Christian Literature
Publighing Company, 1886. Vol. I, pp. 26, 27.



my brethren, in the name of Jesus Christ, that they
love their wives, even as the Lord the ChurChesesscss
It becomes both men and women who marry, to form thelr
union with the approval of the bishop, that their mar-
riage may be according to God, and not after their own
1usé,ﬂ (43).

Ignatius writes again thus, in his Epistle %o
the Antiochians, "L,et the husbands love their wives,
remembering that, at the creation, one woman, and not
many, was given tp one man. Let the wives honour their
husbands as thelr only‘partners, to whom indeed they

have been united according to the will of God.n (44).

The Epistle of Barnabas enjoins, ®Thou shalt
not slay the child by procuring abortion; nor, again,
shalt thou destroy‘it after it is born. Thou shalt
not withdraw thy hand from thy son, or from thy daughter, |
but from their infaney thou shalt teach them the fear
of the LoTrGe ececesenss Thou shalt be subject to
the Lord, and to (other) masters as the image of God,
with modesty and fear. Thou shalt not issue orders
with bitterness to the maid-servant or thy man-servant,
who trust in the same (God), lest thou shouldst not

reverence that God who is above both" (45).

43. inte-Nicene Fathers, Vol. I, p. 95. The dates of
Ignatius are given as from 30 to 107 A.D.

44, ibid., p. 111. _

45, Ante-Nicene Fathers, p. 148. (A.D. 100).
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Farrar gives us & hint of the family life of
the Greek world; speaking of its effect upon the life
and customs of Rome. W"The Romans had entered on a
state of fatal degeneracy from the first day of their
close intercourse with Greece. Greece learnt from
Rome her cold-bloocded cruelty; Rome learnt from Greece
her voluptuous corruption. Family life among the
Romans had once been a sacred thing, and for 520 years
divorece had been unknown among them. Under the Empire
marriage had come to be regarded with disfavour and
disdain. Women, as Seneca says, married in order to
be divorced, and wére divorced in order to marry; and
noble Roman matrons counted tbé years not by the
Consuls, but by their discarded or discarding husbands."

(48).

The likeness of Senecal's statement to the
Judgment of many on our own age, compels one to take
note of Deissmann's warning against over-emphasis.
A quotétion from his duscussion may not be out of
place. "But the simple truth was forgotten that
neithgr a single phenomenon nor a complex civiliz-
ation can be described by a single formula. see.
And now, especially through the great archeological
discoveries of the nineteenth century, we have
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46, F. W.. Farrar, ®"The Early Days of Christianity", N.Y.
'~ Cassell Publishing Co., 1882. pp. 4,5.
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found again parts of the world of St. Paul which 'ﬁ
make 1t possible for ué to set the light alongéide
of the shadow. Not only have huge ruins of the
great cities of Paul's world been brought to light
again thrdugh the excavations in Asia Minor and
Greece, but in those unliterary texts written on
stone, papyrus, and potsherd which now lie in th§usands
of our museums, the voices of unliterary people,
though apparently silent for ever have again be-
come audible. In letters, wills, certificates of
marriage oé divorce, accounts and receip#s, records
of Jjudicial proceedings, dedicafions, epitaphs and
confessions of siné, these people stand before us
laughing and scolding, loving and mean, malicious
and kindly. .... Of course, they also give
evidence for the more gloomy sides of Paul's world;
we havelamongst-the papyri for example, documents
'reférring to unchastity; bribery, robbery, violence,
theft, the exposure of children, and unbridled
impudenée; And unfortunately it cannot be said
that such documents ceased to be written in the
Christian period of Egypt. But nevertheless on the
whole the bright colours are clearly seen.

The family life of the middle and lower classes is

seen here by no means in an only unfavorable light.

But above 2all sz strdng religious emotion and marked

1314
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apéitude for religion are to be seen in these people.
Paul's world was in no sense religiously bankrupt.
Also the religious'syncretism and the migrating of
gods from east to west and west to east have now for
long been recognized as proofs of strong religious

reeling” (47).

There seems to be little question that a part
of Paults conéern for family life is due to the fact
thét the Christians had not as yet adjusted themselves
to their new-found freedom. For the Jewish members of
the group, the law was not their means of salvation and
lost much of its binding power. In many réSpects,vthey
were directly taught to disregard it. For tﬁé‘éegfile
members, their allegiance was to Christ and this necés-
sarily abrogated many of the demands of the State which

they had previously recognized.

The Jews and Gentiles

)

Another testing point of soecial ethics was no
doubt in the relation of Jewish and Gentile Chriétians,
and in the background the whole problem of the relation
of Jew and Gentile in these Gentile communities., Paul
does not mention this matter in the same way he does

the family groups. However, his extended discussion of

— — — — — — — — —— — — — — - — — —— — . - — — — - - — -

47. Adolf Deissmann, "3St. Paul®, Doran, N.Y¥., 1926.
Tr. William E. Wilson. pp. 44,-46.
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it, though it be from the theological point of view,
cannot have been given without the thought of aiding in

building right social habits in this regard.

The problem is well stated by Edersheim in
his accownt of the Jews of the Dispersion. WTo be
sure, they were intensely Jewish, these communities
of strangers. Like our scattered colonists in distant
lands, they would cling with double affection to the
customs of their home, and invest with the halo of
tender memories the sacred traditions of their falth.
The Grecian Jew might well look with contempt, not
unmingled‘with pity, on thé idolatrous rites practised‘
around, from whieh long ago the pitiless iromy of
Isaieh had torn the veil of beauty, to show the hid-
.eousness and unreality beneath. The dissoluteness of
public and private life, the fri#olity and aimlessness
of their pursuits, politicél aspirations, popular
assemblles, amusements--~ in short, the utter decay of
society, in all its phases, would lie opeﬁ to his
gaze. It is in terms of lofty scorn, not unmingled
with indignation, which only occasionally gives way to'
the softer mood of warning, or sver invitation, that
Jewish Hellenistic literature, whether in the Apoc-
rypha or in its Apocalypﬁic utterances; éddresses

heathenism. From that spectacle the Grecian Jew would
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turn with infinite satisfaction-- not to say, pride--
to his own community, to think of_its‘spiritual enlight-
enment, and to pass in review its exclusive privileges®

(48).

Enmity is seldcm‘one~sideda The proud aloof-
ness of the Hebrew was requited by hatred on the part

at least of the upper classes of the Gentiles.

In this situatién, there were two develo?—
ments gcingioﬁ simultaneously the Hallenizing’of the
‘Jews énd their pfosélyfing among the heathen. The
former was vig0rously opncsed, but it seemed inev-
itable. "It was, so to Speak, '1n the air'; and he
could no more shut his mind against Greek thought than
he~cou¢d withdraw his bpdy from atmospheric influences.
That iestless,”searching, subtlé Gréek intellect would
’4§eﬁetrate everywnere, and flasﬁ;its light into the, in-
*néimést recesses of his hoﬁe and Synagogﬁe. asses LIt
was in the forum, in the market, in the counting»housé,
in the street; in all that he saw, and in all to ﬁhom
he spake. It was refined, it was elegant it was pro-
found; it was supremely attractlve. He might resist,
but he could not push it aside.? (49).
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48, Alfred Edersheim, "The Life and Times of Jesus the
Messiah%, New York, 1899. Vol. I, pp« 18, 18.
49, Ibid. pp. 18,20.
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When this Hellenization did not take plaée on
the part of the elders, it may well have gone on much
more rapidly with the childPen. Perhaps we may say
that Dr, Glover has suggested a very likely meﬁhod,
when he says of Paul as a boy, ®If we cannot certainly
answer the’questidn, Was he allowed to watch the heathen
‘at thelr athletics? it is easier to answer the question,

Did he watch them?? (50).
Conclusion

St. Paul, by his refefences to heathen society,
shows that he finds it blind in its thinking, grossly
immoral in its public and private life, unsocial in its
interrelationships, rotten to the core. While we may
‘recognize that there were gentler things to be said, no
doubt, yet this is the pieture as the Apostle gives it

~ to us. The high vantage-point of morality’from which
St. Paul viewed pégan society set their moralg in dark

contrast to the morals of the man redeemed in Christ.

Even while we have this piéture in view, let
us take one glance ahead %o see the change which is to
ccme‘oﬁer the world. M"Amidst this seething mass of
corruption the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus created
new hearts and new homss. The influence of the new

| ideal, filtrating everywhere into the:surrouﬁding

T T . T T Y

50. T. R. Glover, "Paul of Tarsus", London, 1925. p. 1l.
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heathenism and assimilating even before it con-
verted the hostile world, raised society, though -
gradually and with many relapses, from the ex-
treme debasement of the age of the Caesars.
Never subsquently have the morals of civilized
mankind sunk to a level quite so low. The
Christian conception of love and marriage opened
a new era for mankind® (51).

The Christian.home became an example of
chaste love and mutual loyalty that could not help
but make its impress cn‘society wherever Christians
went. Other social'institutions were elevated and
the lives of communities brought to higher levels
by the influence of people who pracﬁised Chris-
tian virtue at hope. A further quotatioh from the
Epistle of‘Mathetes to Diogénetus,‘already refer-
red to, will illustrate the way the leaven was at

work in his day (A.D. 130).

"For the Christians are distinguished
from other men neither}by country, nor language,
nor the customs'which they observe. TFor they
‘neither inhabit cities of their own, nor employ
a peculiar form of speech, nor lead a life which
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is marked out by any singularity. The course of
conduct which they follow has‘not been devisedkby
‘any speculation or deliberation of inquisitive men;
nor do they, like some, proclaim themselves the
advocates of any mereiy numan doctrines. But, in-
~habiting Greek as well as barbarian cities, ac-
cording és the lot of each of them has determined,
and following the customs of the nativss in respect
to clothing, food, and tﬁe rest of their ordinary
conduct, they display to us their wonderful and
confessedly striking (paradoxical) method of |
life. They dwell in their own countries, but sim-
ply as sojourners. As citizens they share in all
thihgs with others, and yet endure as if foreigners.
.«« They marry, as do all (othérs); they beget
children§ but they do not destroy their off-spring.
They have a common table, but not a common bed.
They are in the flesh, but they do not live after
the fleéh. They paés their days on earth, but they
are citizens of heaven. They obey the préscribed
laws, and at the same time surpass the laws by
their lives.
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52. Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. I., pp. 26,27.



THE PHILOSOPHIC BASIS FOR SOCIAL ETHICQ,
PRESENTED IN EPHESIANS.



CHAPTER II

As every superstructure requires the foundation
which maintains 1t, so every system of ethies must
necessarily have had under it and supporting it a sub-
stantial basis of ordered‘thought regarding the whole
meaning of existence. If life and the world have no
meaning, then there is no reason for ordering that
life according to any sort of standard. On the other
hand, the more meaning a man or a people see in life
and in the world about them, the more will they find
reason to order their lives in keeping with their

interpretation.

The significance of this statement will be
made clear by reference to four of the great philoso-
~ phies which held sway in the centuries before Christ.
For this purpose, Hyde'!s book, "From Epicurus to Christ®,
will be used as a guide, ﬁurnishing the outline and
some of the quotations (1).

l. Hyde, William de Witt, "From Epicurus to Christ® NY,
19085. v
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Qur purﬁose is not to deal exhaustively
either with the philosophies mentioned or with ﬁéeir
systems of ethics. The plan is to_illustrate the
relation of philosophic thought to ethical teaching
and to follow the argument through briefly in the
four systems, tc'prepare the way for an understand-
ingvof Paul's reasoning from a theological position
(which is a statement of philosophy in religious

terms) to a high standard of ethical teaching.
A. Illustration of Philosophic Bases for Ethical Teaching.

I. Epicureanism- "pursuit of pleasure®.

The Epicureans say in pleagure is the'highést
value, so high a #alue in fact thétﬁlesser pleasures
must be sacrificed to greater, and fleeting pleasﬁres
to those of permanent ?alue. The obvious result of this
teaching was that the highes; moral good'was thérat—

tainment of pleasure. (2).
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2. "The end of all our actions is to be free from pain
and fear®. "Wherefore we call pleasure the alpha
and omega of a blessed life. Pleasure is our first
and kindred good. From it is the commencement of
every choice and every aversion, and to it we come
back, and make feeling the rule by which to Judge
of every good thing.? (Epicurus).



59 .

iI. Stoicism- "self-control by law".

e —

The central ideas of Stoicism are stated by
Hyde in two principles. The first is based on the
Psyéhological law which in modern terms is called
apperception (3). The second principle of the Stoic

Hyde calls reverence for universal law.

"The first half of the Stoic doctrine, he
says, "is that we give our world the colour of our
thoughts. The second half of Stoicism is concerned

with what these thoughts of ocurs shall be" (4).

3. "5toicism is fundamentally this psychological doctrine
of apperception, carried over and applied in the
field of the personal life, -~ the doctrine, namely,
that no external thing alone can affect vs for good
or evil, until we have woven it into the texture of
our mental life, painted it with the colors of our
dominant mood and temper, and stamped it with the
approval of our will."(p.70). "rhe only difference
between Stoicism and Christian Science at this point
is that Stoicism recognizes the material element;
though it does so only to minimize it and pronounce
it indifferent. Christian Science denies that there
is any physical fact, or even the raw material out of
which to make one." (p.82).

4, "This objective and universal principle the Stoic found
in law. We must think things, not as we would like to
have them ....; not in some vague, general phrases
which mean nothing ...; but in the hard, rigid terms of
universal law. Everything that happens is part of
the one great whole. The law of the whole determines
the nature and worth of the part®. Wrhe typical evils of
life call all be brought under the Stoic formula, under
some beneficial law; all, that is, except sin." pp.82,83.



The ethicsl principles flow very naturally

from their philosophic position. We are told that

"to this problem (of evil) the Stoic gives substan-

tially four answersh:

First: Only that is evil which we choose to
regard as such (5). |
Second:Since virtue or‘integriﬁy is the only
good,, néthing bux the loss of that caﬁ

be a real evil (6).

Third: What seems evil to the individual is
good for the whole; and since we are
members of the whalevis good for us,.

Fourth:Trial brings out our best qualities,
is *stuffito try the soul's strength -
on," and 'educe the man,! as Browning

put it (7).

ITI. Platonism- Y"Subordinati g£ lower to pigher.®

From the philosophy which made the pure idea
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5. "ake away thy opinion, and then there is taken

G.

7

away the complaint: I have been harmed. Take away the
complaint: I have been harmed, and the harm is done
away." (p.87, Quoting Marcus Aurelius).

"Let our riches consigt in coveting nothing, and

our peace in fearing nothing® (p.98), Epictetus).
"Calamity is the touchstone of a brave mind, that re-
solves to live and die master of itselfs Adversity

is the betier for us all, for it is God's merecy to
show the world their errors, and that the things they
fear and covet are neither good nor evil, being the
common and promiscuous lot of good man and bad%"(p.90).
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supreme (8) and considered the idea of the good asAthe
highest object of knowledge (9), Platonic ethics flow

naturally. The ethics of Plato are founded upon three

8. "The Platonic philosophy centers in the Theory of
Ideas. The Platonic Idea (dda o« <%os) isg the pure,

. ~&archetypal essence, in which those things whilch are
together subsummed under the same concept, participate.
Aesthetically and ethically, it is the perfeet in its
kind, to which the given reality remains perpetually

. _inferior. Logically ardontologically considered, it
is the sbject of the concept. As the objects of the
outer world are severally known through corresponding
‘mental representations, so the idea is known through
the concept. The Idea 1s not the essence immanent
in the various similar individusl objects, as sueh,
but rather, this essence conceived as perfect in its
kind, immutable, unique, and independent, or existing
per se. The Idea respects the universal; but it is
-also represented by Plato as a spaceless and time-
less archetype of individuals. .. Let the individ-
uals which ghare in the same essence or belong to the
same class, be conceived as freed from the limits of -
space and time, from materiality and individual de-~
ficiency, and so reduced to a unity, which is the
ground of their existence, and this unity (objective
and real, not merely thought by - us through abstraction)
will be the Platonic Idea." (Dr. Friedrich Ueberweg,
MHistory -of Philosophy from Thalies to the Present '
Time", Seribners, N.¥., Vol. 1. p.115). PR

9. "The highest ebject of knowledge (pdyio7sv pa Oy pa )

" is the idea of the good (Rep., VI, 505a). This idea

is supreme in the rezlm of >oodpecrn and difficult of

cognition; it is the cause of 211 truth and beauty.

To it objects owe their being and cognoseibility and

the mind its power and cognition (Rep., VI. 508 seq.).®

#In the Philebus (p.22) the Idea of the Good is identi-

fied with the divine reason. The general character

of the Platonic teaching requires us to identify it

also with the world-builder (85..-00,05 ), Who (according -
to Timaeus 28 seg.) the absolute good, contemplating

the ideas (i.e. himself and the other ideas), makes

all generated things, as far as practicable, also good.®

(Dr. Ueberweg, p.1225. :
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~cardinal virtues, according to Hyde: .
.Temperance, the subjection of appetite to
| reason.
Fortitude, the control of the spirit by reasgon.
Wisdom, won through education, the assertion
of the dictates of reason cver.the
clamour of both appetite and

spirit (10).

- "Righteousness is the comprehensive aspect of
the three virtues already considered. Righteousness
in a state consists in each eitizen doing the thing
to which his nature is most perfectly adapted: in
‘minding onefs own business,'in other words, with a
view to the good of‘the whole. BRighteousness in an
individual, éhen, consists in having each part of
one's nature devoted to its specific function: in
naving the appetites obey, in having the spirit
steadfast in difficulty and danger, and in having

the reason rule supreme® (11).
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‘10, "By spirit Plato means the fighting element
in us, that which prompts us to defend ourselves,
the faculty of indignation, anger and vengeance.“
‘:Iyde, Palgeﬁ

11l. "The highest good is, according to Plato, not
pleasure, nor knowledge alone, but the greatest
possible likeness to God, zs the absolutely good."
BThe virtue of the human soul is its fitness
for its proper work". ®Virtue should be desired,
not from motives_of reward and punishment, but
becausze it is in itself the health and beautly
of the soul. To deo injustice is worse than
to suffer injustice" (p.128)
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IV. Aristotle- "Sense of Proportion'.

Aristotle based his philosophy on what he be-
lleved to be the four principles common to all reallty,
ngwely, Form or essence, llatt er or subsbratum, Moving
or'ﬁfficient cause, and End. Value lies in the attain-

ment of the designed end (182).

Iﬁzkeeping with the whole of his thinking,
Aristotle conoluded that: |
a. nght and wrong are determlneﬁ by the end
in view.(13) (14).

b. We must have tools and means with which to

A R R A I

12. Aristotle opposes his four principles to the Platoniec
Idea. "As one apart from and beside the many the
Idea does not exist; none the less must a unity be
assumed as (objectlvely) present in the many. ...
The matter in which form inheres is not absolutely
‘non-existent; it exists as possibility or capacity
(Sovaprs, pa%nta, )+ Form, on the contrary, in the
aceompllshment, the realization ( évredéfe a

¢vdpyein p actus) of this possibility.® (p.157)

"The very highest place in the scale of being is
occupied by the immaterial snirlt, called God. The
proof of the necessity of assuming such a principle
is derived by Arlstotle from the development in
nature of objects wnose form and structure indicate
‘design, and is founded on Aristotlet!s general principle,
that all transition ( x/v»ovs ) from the potential to the
actual depends upon an actual cause. ..+ Thls prin-
ciple, the first mover (mp@7ov ~x/vedv ) must be one, whose
essence is pure anergy, since, it if were in any re- -
spect merely pbdtential, it could not unceasingly
communicate motion to all things; it must be eternal,
pure, immaterial form, since otherwise it would be
burdened with potentiality." (Dr. Ueberweg p.162).
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gain our ends (15).

c. The amount of the instruments we want, and
the extent to which we shéll use them, will
be determined by the end at which we aim.
"This is Aristotle's much ﬁisunderstood but

most characteristic doctrine of the mean.®

B. The Philosophic Qutlook of Ephesians.

In dealing with the Pauline philosophy from

the standpoint suggested, we shall hold strictly to

- -

13.

14.

15.

R T T T e T T )

This must be protected, Hyde says, from its popular
interpretation. "Throughout our discussion of Aris-
totle we must understand that the word 'end' always

nas this large social reference (the welfare of society
as a whole), and includes the highest social service of
which the man is capable. If we attempt to apply to
particular private ends of our own what Aristotle ap-

‘plies to the universal end at which all men ought to

aim; we shall make his teaching a pretext for the -
grossest crimes, and reduce it to little more than
sophisticated selfishness® (p.179).

"The end of human activity, or the highest good for
man, 18 happiness. This depends on the rational of
virtuous activity of the soul throughout the whole

of its life" (Dr. Ueberweg, p.169).

Hyde quotes Aristotle as saying, M"Happiness plainly
requires external goods; for it is impossible; or

at least not easy to act nobly without some furniture

of fortune. There are many things that can be done

only through instruments, so to speak, such as friends

- and wealth and political influence; and there are

some things whose absence takes the bloom off our hap-
piness, as good birtl, the blessing of children, per-
sonal beauty. Happiness, then, seems to stand in
need of this kind of prosperity.m” -
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that problem only for this present study. The state-
ment of ethical principles, standards and motives will

be the task of succeeding chapters.

The turning point of Ephesians is marked
by a three-letter Greek Word; translated ttherefore!
(16). As Abbott remarks, Paul "passes, asruSually
in his Epistles, after the doctrinal exposition tp
the practical exhortation® (17). In this study,
we are primerily interested in the antecedent of

Paults 'Ytherefore!.
I. Theistic.

Following the trend of Paul's own theught,
one comeg first upon the fact cf_his conseiousness
of & relation with God which is definite both in the
action of God which had established it and in the
mission which was given to Paul to fulfill. This is
conélﬁded from the manner iﬁ which Paul designates
himself as writer, "Paul, as apostle of Christ Jesus
through the will of God." When Paul speaks of himself

as an apostle, he uses the word which suggests, according

P . T T T ™ e . T R e T T N T



to Thayer, 'a delegate, messenger,! or 'one sent

forth with orders! (18).

| This constitatesran interesting opening to

- philosophy. hat this was in a2 sense the foundation
of Paul's philosophy is born out in the story of his
life. When he speaks to justify his pﬁsition, partice-
ularly as opposed to his beliefs before his conversion,
he twice recounts his conversion and commission (Acts
RR:3-16; 26:9-18)., Dr. T. R. \Glovei»,,_ in a chapter

on the Damascus experience of Paul, makes the fol-
lowing statement, "Paul checked his'revelétion by the
rest of his reflective and emotional life, rational-
ized it, and found in fact that it was no odd or stray
addition to his outfit, but 2 key that unlocked for
him the meaning af hig own experience, the meaning of
Israel's history-- patriarchs, prophets, and psalmists,

and the purposes of God for the whole of menkind® (19).

- Only & little over a year ago, Harry Eluer
Barnééyﬁade quite a StiFVin‘éﬁ attempt to convince
the'wérld that there is nothing to gérsonality concspts
when one studies the universe at large. If there is

a God who has made our universe, he is too great to

18. owberodos , Thayer further says, M"Aceording to Paul, =~

apostles surpassed as well the various other orders R |

- of Christian teachers (cf.d darnades, cdayyediocrys , “

,wpo¢675$}, a8 also the rest of those on whom the "

special gifts of the Holy Spirit (cf.)@bugpag had - W

been bestowed, by receiving a richer and more co- -
plous conferment of the Spirit.%

e
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be interested in infinitesmal crawling things on a bit

of whirling dust in one corner of the expanse of space.
Barnes looked out through the télescoPe,_and'forgot to
look back where he might have realized the signifi-

cance of the mind making the study. Paul started with
experience with God, and believed that whatever else might
or might not be true, his experience could not be out

of keeping with the order of things. Therefore, the
universe must necessarily be of such nature as to

make such experience as his possible and intelligible.

An understapding of this consciousness on the
part of Paul is essential to the full interpretation
of his philosophy. If one tends to discount the sub-
jective‘in religious experience, then it inevitably
follows that the very basis of Paul's belief is dis-
credited. However, if one accepts this position, a
key is thereby secured to much of the meaning and

content of the Pauline writings.

Of course, one does not attribute all of
the philosophy of'Paul to his conversion experience,
nor to the total of his mystical experience. The dis-

tinction was well made by Df, Glover in the quotation

19. Glover, T.R., "Paul of Tarsus, ¥ London, Student
Christian ilovement, 1825, p.67. ;
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on page 9, to the effect that the experience furnished
the key. The knowledge content was largely -in the
Jewish training St. Paul had received and in what

he learned of Christ.

It was to the will (20) of God that Paul
attributed his call to apostleship. Of this fact,
vabétt remarks, "It simply expresses what was always
present to his mind, that his mission was due to the
special and undeserved providence of God, not to any
merit of his own® (21). It may well be noted at this
point that for Paul to see in his call direct agency
does not separate him from his Jewish antecedents.
Howe#er, this must not cloud for us the reality of
his belief that Eis missionvand his gospel were tby
vrevelation‘ (82), and that inithis'fact“ﬁé;gain in-

sight into his beliefs (23).

- e e e e e e e e e e -._‘---_._...—-._.-——

20. JAmpa  Thayer- MWhat one wishes or h
' aetermined shall be done, (i.4. objectively, thing
willed)." Thus the suggestion is definitely that
God put forth His merscnallty ta establish Paul's
 apostleship.
21. Tnternational Critical Com. pps 1,2. (on 1:1).
22. Galatians 1:12.
* 83+ In this connectlon, Paul's use of the word 'steward-
- ship® (o?xowpian) is of interest. A word used to
denote !'the management, overgight, administration,
of other's property! (Thayer), Paul believes it to
described his own relation to the particular mes-
sage of God to the Gentiles (Fph. 3:2. Cf. 1 Cor.
9:17; Col. 1:25).
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Il. Paul's Belief in a Personal, Provident God-- Christian

Theism.

AThe gquestion between the Thelsts and
Atheists I take to be this, viz. not whether there has
been nothing from eternity, but whether the eternal
Being thatAmade, and stlll keeps all things in that
order; beauty, and method, in which we see them, be
& knowing immaterial substance, or a senseless maber-
ial substance; for that something, either senseless
matter, or a knowing spirit, has been from eternity,

I think nobody doubts" (24).

There would have been absolute agreement
between Paul and his Hebrew teachers on the péimary
guestion of Theism as statéd ébove by Locke. Howeve;,
when ane‘lscks into the fuller meaning of the God of
the Theist in his 1ife, the divergence of Paul from
the Jewish point of view is qﬁite as significant as

his agreement with it.

It is on the question of how the friendly -
attitude of God is manifested, that Paul goes far be-
yond the orthodox of his nation. While the Hebrews
as a nation cannot be accused of lackihg to God for
only material benefits, yet the 0ld Testament shows

v R T T S . TR R S

24, John Locke, "An Examination of Desecartes's Proof
for God", in D.S. Robinson, ®An Anthology of
HModern Philosophy", Crowell, N.Y., 1831, p.335.



that ﬁhey were at least préctical¢ Paul's turn from
the traditional position at this point must have been
little short of startling. In all his catalogue of
‘blessings which they had received at the hand of the
Lsrd,,ﬁhere‘is nc mention of'temporal’things. He in-
troduces the statement of Christian blessings with
,thé aécription of praise, “Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who through Christ
hes blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the

heavenly realm" (25).

The outline of what spiritual blessings are
meant by the reference above, is given iﬁ part at
least in the verses immediately following. "Through
nim (Christ) he chose us out before the creation of
the world, to be consecrated and above reproach in his
sight in love. He foreordained us to become his sons
through Jesus Ghrist; in fulfillment of his generous
PUr'POSE esse o It is through union with him and
through his blood that we have been delivered and our
offenseg forgiven, in the gbundanée of his mercy‘
which he has 1avished upon us. -He has given us per-
. fect insight into his secret purpose® (26). Findlay

B T S T T T T L T o P S ey

25« Che 1:3. This quotation and the one in the following
paragraph are from Goodspeed!s "The New Testament,
An American Translation.®

26. Verses 4 - 9, incomplete.
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speaks of Ephesians 1:1-14 as 'St. Paul's Psalm!, and
adds, "He sings the glory or redeeming love in its
past designs, its present bestowments, and its fubure

fruition® (27).

To trace a little more in detail only one
phase of Findiay’s statement 'the glory of redeeming
love in its past designs?, will be quité sufficient
té give a more definite idea of Paull's theology.

In order to do so, we will select a few of the adrist'

verbs in verses 3 to 14 to stu&y out their meaning.

4 In verse 4, Paul speaks of Godls blessing,\that
He tchose! (28) us before the foundation of the world.
The idea of choice in this word, as in English, suggests
that there were some chosen out of a larger number, .
some of whom, therefore, were’left behind. Luke so
‘speaks of Jesus! chomce of the twelve from among the
Disciples (6:13). Martha, with at least two pos-
sibilities of choice, elected the 'good portion)
(Luke 10:42). The guests at a certain feast attracted
the attention of Jesus by tpicking out! the chief

e wm e e e e e e e wm ww e e e we e aw we me e e e e

27. Findlay, p.21. 28, efedd Larer , Ex- Ay,
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places (Luke 14:8). John records three times when
Jesus referred to His 'choice! of the twelve

(7:70; 13:18; 15:16).

The point of emphasis in all this is that
“God exercised His sovereign will in a definite se-
lective act, choosing those who were to be the re-

cipiehts of these special spiritual biessings.

Huch the same thought is contained in the
statement that He 'foreordained! (28) us. The idea
is éxpressed in the phrase tappointed beforehandt.
There were two purposes of this appointing, according‘
to this passage: our adoptiankas sons through Jesus
éhrist (v. 8), and that we might be unto the praise
| of His glory (vv. 11,18). The personal interestﬂand
intelligent pufﬁose of a sovereign God is surely the

meaning in this verb.

We read also that’God in the One Beloved,
tgraciously favored us with His grace! (29). WThe
leading word of this clause we can only paraphrase;®
says Findlay, "it has no English eguivalent. 8St.

Paul perforce turns 'grace! into a verb; this verb

L T T T P . T T S e
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QpcurS'in the New Testament but once besides,-- in
k‘Lﬁke 1:28, the angel's salutation to Hary: fﬁail
thou that ért highly favored (made-an-object-of-
‘grace)'™ (30). It takes some such phfase as
ttreated with kindly, unmerited favor! to express

the full idea of this verb.

Again, it is the conecept of a God who
gives graciously and freelyto His chosen ones
those spiritual blessings which are the highest

manifestations of His grace (31).

Not only is this grace given to us with-
out merit, but it is made to abound (32) to us.

Its presence serves us in the redemption through His

- e e e e e e e wa e e G e e e e e e e e e e W aa we ee

&0 XO’I{OG ¥ /'(G‘Xd"/.) 1 r""/""”)y Flndla}’, p.35a Eadle
says, very appropriately, "Verbs iucw)signify
to give action or existence to the thing or
gquality :ﬂeleled by the correlate noune.
Thus, "ovpew -— I set on fire, Gavarow -~ I put to
death, that is, I'give action to wJp and diveros .
ess Lf Yoprs in the New Testament signified ac-
ceptance with God, or lowliness of character,-
if it meant gracefulness as well as grace, the
correspondent verb would then denote the be-
stowment of these boons" (Eph. p.55)~

3l. The question as to whether the nnun s Sug-
gests objectively God's grace to us ogasubjective—
ly the state of the individual, does not affect
the point of God's attitude to man. The former has
the support of Pauline usage and of the context.
See Abbott, pPp.10,11.
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blood, the forgiveness of sins (33), and knowledge of
the mystery of His will (34). This verb, used transitive-
ly, means 'to furnish one richly so that he has abundance.!?
An example of this is in II Corinthians 9:8:
And’God is able to make ail grace abound
‘unto you; that ye, having always all suf-
fieciency in everything, may zbound unto
every good work.
Another example is in Luke 15:17, where the Revised
‘Version tranglates 'endught and to spare':
How many hired Servants of my father!s have

bread gncugh and tO. SPATE sesssse =

This, then, goes bpeyond those ideas which
interpret simply what God is or does, and reveals the
bounty and liberality with which ée gives His gifts‘tc
‘those who are able to recelve them. And as always,
the giving in which the interest centers is purely

that of spiritual benefits.

. Among others of these past actions on the
part of God, we will mention the tsealing' (35) of
the Christiang in the Holy Spirit of truth. A tseal!
(36) might be that which was placed upon the roll,

. . LT T T
33 Ty AmodvTpoeiv tY/.p\‘ TOV a?;;m'ros G)C"T‘)U/ > O’:SZC""/V
Y o aTFTU{JIbO\""\'
34, 7vuuf3/ro,g 7}‘/)?\/ +o on’-r)?/f)/o\/ To0 ge/‘;)'/_,‘nros P70 -
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keeping it closed until it was in the hands of the one
who was to read. It might be a‘signet—ring. It might
be a distinctive mark as for ownefship. Or it~

be a mark'of confirmation or authenticatioh.' Except
for the second} these may be turned into verbrforms
and give us the chief meanings of 'to seal'. Here,
the Holy Spirit is the seal marking the Christians

as belonging to God. He seals and keeps His own.

To do so He gives them of His own Spirit (7).

In these verbs we have seen indications of
St. Paul's deep faith in a personal God. He thought
of Him as personal, not because of abstract teaching,
but because He dealt with men in a personal way. He
spéke.of His eternity only by referring to the purposes
He had held from eteﬁnity for mankind. God was not
here described as 'lovet!, but St. Paul said that He
established faﬁ the called ones, in love, a family
relationship with Himself. The providence of God 1is
not stated as a formula, but'all‘things of spiritual
value have been made to abound unto the Christian.
‘His power to save and keep His own is suggested all
thrsugh the passage, the latter particularly in the

P ul T . T T e T

37. (Thayer) "Who by the gift of the Holy Spirit in-
dicates who are His.® ‘
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sealing of those who believe, in the Holy Spirit of
truth. :

The distinctive elemeat,'theréfore,.in Paults
understanding of the nature of God was his‘graSP of
the specifically spiritual character of the bleséings
which God bestows-- the immeasurable value put on
spiritual realities; and all‘interpreted in the light
of menfts expérience of the reality of God in their

lives.

Christo-centric.

The next step in Paul's thinking inevitably
led him still further from his Jewish background.
This step is phrased in the words {im Christ' (38).
Of the significance of this expression here Findlay
(39) speaks quitevdefihitely. "The decisive note
of St; Paul's Blessedness lies in the words ¥in 
Christ.! For him all good is sumﬁed up thére.
Spiritual, heavenly, and Christian: these three are
one, In Christ dying, risen, reigning, God the Father
has raised believing men to the new heavenly life.
From the first inception of the work of grace to its
consummation, God thinks of men, speaks to them and

deals with them in Christ.®

38. v Yorord. V. 1,3,10,12, ete. Also &v & ,ete.
59, The é;pasitcr's Bible. P.25.,
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This work of God in and through Christ has
been summed up for us in our theological term 'the
Incarnation.t! 8o familiar is the word, however,
that it is often bereft of something of its full sig-
nificance. Dr. Sweebt, in hisi“Ta Christ Through
Evolution® says, "It is, we believe, well within the
bournds of mederation to say that the most daring

culation (to speak of it in the most nomcommital
terms réadily within reach) in the history of human
thought 1is the teaching familiarly known as the doctrine
‘of the Incarnation, set forth in the New Testament
and the historic creeds of the Christian Church.
No other religious affirmation, excepting only the

assertion of the Divine Existence itself, seems to ~

carry so many and such far~feach¢ng implications of

every conveivable sorth (46)

Jesus! contemporaries, according to Dr.
Sweet, Mundertook to 1nuerpret Hlm in terms of a
threefold relationship,-- to God, to the human race,
and to the cosmos." "And in the outcome," he adds,
ﬂHe,is, with respect to all three, cemtrally placed" |
(4a1). Phls relationship is certaimly correctly
“staued as regards Paul: God does His work in Christ, (42),

..._....a-.u...u-‘-,-—.‘.....-—--—_.-._.-._—-———--..—..
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mankind receives all blessings in Christ (43), all
things are summed up in Christ (44), 'the things in
the heavens, and the things upon the earth'!, and He
is the One 'that filleth all in all'! (45).

The work of Christ is not éo much to be
distinguished from that of God as seen in its relatibn
‘to it. To review the work of Christ is to enter
~into simply another phase of the relation of a personal
God the people who reazp the benefits df His love,

The essential relétionship'in which we are interested
is suggested by the use of tin! (48), in the phrases,

'in Christ!, 'in Him', 'in Him, in whom!.

The essentlael idea of the Greek preposition
tint is *within!; and the object qf the pregasitiﬁﬁ
is the- 'sphere wlthin which'. ﬁﬁgn the phrase limits
an active verb, the use is often instrumental. In
this case, the object will be the appropriate instruhent
for the purpose. With the instruméntal use, there is
sometimes combined the root idea of the presposition,
as in Rev. 17:16:

" And the ten horns .. .. shall eat her flesh
aﬁd;shall burn her:uttarly with fire (47).

43. 8:5,6,7,10,15,81. 44. 1:10.
45, 13250 V 4:8» €V . »‘4:79-6'-” Wuﬂ/ »
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This example was chosen because, while the
subject matter is quite different, it has great gim-
ilarity to the passages in Ephesians 1, in the use of
tin'. It was in the person of Christ that God's
blessings were imparted to men. Christ, also; was
the iInstrument by means of which God blessed men with

every spiritual blessing. (48).

Besides this participation in the activity
of God for the benefit of men, Christ is given an
exalted position in His own right, This is stated
with regard to the universe and with regard to the
Church. With regard to the first, it is stated that
it was the purpose of God'to tsum up for Himself all
things in Christ! (49).- This undoubtedly refers to
His stewardship of the 'times! (50). Its scope is
shown to be universal in the gualifying phrases, tthe’
things in the heavens and the things upon the eatth!?
(51). This makes Christ not only the center of the
meaning of the universe and the universal order, but
48. €v is used only with the loeative case (the

'locall! case). "It is indeced the simplest of
cases in its etymological idea. It is the in case.
«e It is location, a point within limits, the limits
determined by the context, not by the case itself.
There is indeed variation in the resultant idea.
Hence, besides in, we come to the ideas of on,
at, amid, among, by, with" (Robertson). )
49. 1:10¢ Gvoxepadan LoneBn, & mavra  €v T 10T o
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makes His 1life the sphere in which all things move and,
as St. Paul states it in Colossians, tconsist! or

thold together! (52).

In 1:19 & 22, there is a statement of the
exaltation of Christ as a manifestation of the super-
abundant greatness of God,; "according to the working
of the strength of His might, which He worked iﬁ the
Christ when He raised Him from the dead, and seated
fiim on His right hand in the heavenlies, far above
all‘rule'aadqauthority»and power and lordship, and
every ﬁame that is named, not only in this world, but iﬁ
that whis 1s to come; and He put all things under His
feet" (53). The Lordship of Christ-- King of Kings

' and Lord of Lords-- is here made maunifest.

The subjection (54) of all things under His
feet is in keeping with Hessianic propbecies
(Pe. 2:6-8; Is. 9:6,7). }Nat only so, but it gives a
proper émﬁ reagoneble setting for the advice with re-
gard to Christians being in subjection cpe te another

(85), wives being subject to husbands (56), servants

to masters (57).

52. Colossians 1:17 (couv/o7pp ),

53. 1In the heavenlies! denotes "not locality so much
as condifion and sphere.® (Findlay). Beet says,
"The supramundane world, .... the world of heavenly
blessedness.® (p.274).

B4s Omoranoow b5 5:21. 6. b:28, 571- 6:5.
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In this case the statement of the Lordahi§
of Christ over the universe is accompanied by the re-
“velation that He is the head cfAthe Church. ®And He put
21l things in subjection under His fee, and gave Him
to be head over all things unto the Chufch, which is
His body, the fullness~of Him whq filleth all in all®
(58). The term 'head'! (59) takes, as is natural from
the analogy of the body, the idea of the fchieft or
tprineipal'. Christ holds with respect to the Church

thie same Lordship that He holds over the universe.

WAt the topmost height of His glory, with
thrones and princedems beneath His feet, Christ ig
‘given to the Churchl! - The Head over all things, the
- Lord of the creaﬁed universe, He-- and none less or
lower-- in the Head of redeemed humanityg For the
Church 'is His body! (this ciause is interjectéd by
way of explanation); she is the vessel of His Spirit,
the organic instrument of His Divine-human life. As
the spirit belongs to its body, by the like fitness
the Christ in FEis surpaseing glorv is the possession

of the community of believing men® (60).
'Fulness (61) refers again to Christ, this

B - T T . T T e P ™
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time in His nature in relation to Ged. We quote
again‘frcm'Findlay‘s splendid statement on thisg
passage, "To that which Godhad wrought in Him and
‘bestowed on Him, as previously félated, verse 23

adds sgiething more and greater still; for it shows
what God makes the Christ to be, not to the creatures,

to the angels, to the Church, but to God HimselEfl™ (62).

The life, death, resurrecticn and exslted
pressﬁ% state and 1life of Christ-- 2ll these enter
into the interpreuuicn of the true qignﬁP*c nce of
Christ as stated in the Epbesien Fpistle. 411 of
thése are represented as works of God for the called
ibesf~ works done in Christ. Christ, then, is, as
br, Sweet savs, ’centraliy placed?! with respect 'io

God, to the human race, and tc the cosmos.!
icumatological.

The work of the Holy Spirit is not so

broad, reaching to every phase of the work of God
for His people. Or at least, it is not definitély
so described in these chapters. We shall refer to
four passages in waich the work of the Holy Spirit
is under discussion.
62. pp. 92,93. Hodge, "The church is the fulness of

Christ, in that it is the complement of his

mystic person.® Tadie, "The church 1s named
3 because it holds or ccatalns the fulness

ehris Er (106).



The first of these (1:13,14) may be touched
with only a few sentences, since the sealing of the
‘Christlans in Christ through the Holy Spirit which

had oeen.promlaeé'(egﬁ has already been referred to.

The work of the Holy Spirit as described
here is two-fold. .

1. He seals those who believe as Godt's owne.

2. He is an learnest! (64), a first payment,

signifying that much wmore ig to follow.

in‘2318, the subject under discussion in
the uniting of the Gentile, who was once tafar offt (65)
“and the Jew, who was 'near?! (68) in & united Christian
fellowship. They both have their Taccess! (67) (their
tentering in') unio the Father in one Spirit’(SS)‘
This access, says Thayer, is "(dropping -the figure)
that friendly relation with God ﬁhereoy We are accept-
able to him and have assurance that he is Tavorably
disposed towards us" (89). The Holy Spirit works \
within us that work of grace that mskes it possible
that we draw near bto God, just as the work of Christ

- e e e s s e e W ewm W mme  eNe wem e e e - e e e e e e e e e

63. This seems- the necessary 1ﬂue¢preatloﬂ of —ras
[/g)uxs,because of the adticle and because
jyghus does the phrase have an adequate meaning.

jothcrw1ae, it would be 'the Holy Sp. that promises.?

64. yzoqdiv. P. Grenf. 2:67 (A.D.237), "And of this

- they have received, drachmas by way of earnest
money to be vaKGﬂed by vyou in hg price.” Sel, p.108.
65. max a’V 6. EPUS, 8. 20 o=y H .
68. ét vedpaTC /7/ 69« De 544C’//
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 made possible that we enter into the position of the

justified before God (Romans 5:1,2).

In 2:22 the word of advice follows the
statement of the unity of Jew and Gentile, that they
be builded together into a habitation (70) for God,
where He dwells 'in (the) Spirit' (71). "The Spirit
is not the means or instrument only, but the medium
by virtue of which God dwells in the Churc¢h. The

refers to the act of KaTo(knoes. (dwelling). He

by or in His Spirit dvells in this temple. The article

is not required, as mvegx (8pirit) is frequeatly
treated as a proper name where no ambiguiily is caused

thereby" (72).

His Sﬁirit is very definitely referred to

ok
)

he work of strength ening the inner msn (75) in 3:16.

meening of this inner life isuexplalned in the

il

i

3

nurposes stated for this strengthening. There are

C"t

three, each one leading to the next, and so to an

all—inelusive‘culmination: |

1l That Christ may dwell in your hearis
through faith, (ye being rooted and
grounded in love).

2. 1In ordsr that you may be able to com-

-..w-_-..--.-_--——_.a-..-m--.-un-c..——aa—.—u~-».
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prehend with all the saints what is the
‘breadth and length and height and depth,
and to know the love of Christ which
eXtends'beyend knowledge.

3« In order that ye may be filled unto ail

the fulness of Cod.

The Holy Spirit in the world is, according
to St. Paul, the mode or medium of the presence of
God in the Christian cammunity, the seal of Godis
possession of the Christian, the *dgwnﬁp&ymentivwhich
guarantees to the Chrigtian the full inhericance, the
wey of access of the Christian unto his ?athef, and
the One who works in man ﬁhe growth of thos chas~
acterisgtics which are inward and sp’ﬁitual; wﬁieh

£i11 him unto the fulness of God.
Conclusion: God through Christ in tie Iife of ithe Christian.

The first point we noted in the philosephy
of Paul was his conscicusness of direct, personal
ageﬁcy in kis call to &p@atle&hi@. ¥ie sere brought
at the last to the consideration that the whole cen-
ter of his thinking was in what Go& hag done for
man. Paul is always conscious of people; and he
catches hisbglimpses of God's working when the win-
dows of heaven arerspen and the blessings yéuriné

out upon the people of God.
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Let us glance just briefly aﬁ a catalogue
of those things which God either had done, was doing,
or was to do in the future for Christian people.
The introductory statement was that He had 'blessed
them with every spiritual blessing.' He had called
them from the foundation of the world. He had fore-
ordained them unto filial adeptién, graciously favored
them with His grace, given redemption, and forgiveness
of trespasses, made tﬁem to know {the mystery of His
will, made them a herit&ge,.having foreordained thenm
sealed them with the Holy Spirit of promise. IHe made
them alive togeéher with Christ, raised ﬁﬁem with
Him, a2nd made them %o sit with Him in the heaveﬁlies.
He saved them by grace zlone. e created them in Christ
untavgcod workds which He had pfepared in advance in
order that they might walk iﬁ'ﬁhem¢ He had throﬁgh
Christ broken down the middle wall of partition, reconciling

Jew and CGentile to Himse¥ through the cross, making peace.

Certainly, Paul was able to say not only
that God is perscnal, but that He iz putting Him-
gself into the lives of men constanitly for their good.
Surely, btoo, in thus showing what God bas done and

is doing, he has prepared the way bto exhori his
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read&rs to live in accord with the llfe of God as

' manllested in Christ Jesus.

In the light of the revelation he has made
cf what God is and does, it is not surprismng that
8t. Paul concludes this doctrinal discussion with a

‘benediction:

Now unto Him who is fully able to do far
more than all that we ask orithink, ac~
cording to the power of God which is op-

you, unitc Him be the glory

ct

erative withi

g=]

[

2 the Chureh and in Christ Jesus unto

all zenerations for ever and ever, Amen.



CHAPTER III

SOCIAL PRINCIPLES PRESENTED IN
 EPHBESIANS



CHAPTER III

Introduction

We have seen something of the background of
social life in Ephesus and vieinity iﬁ the time of St.
Paul. In view of this presentation of the life that
the people were living, the principles which Paul gives

for their guidance stand out in sharp relief.

There are a dumber of viewpoints from which
one may study the principles of social conduct in the
Ephesian Epistle. Perhaps none would go to the point
moré quickly than to make a study of the use of the
word which is regularly translated 'walk! (1).

This verb means literally, according to Thay-
erts Greek Lexicdn, Tto walk?! or 'to make progresst.
Figuratively, it has thg meaning 'to make use of op-
portunity'. In a still more broadened figurative use
the meaning is 'to live!, either in the sense of tto reg-
ulate onets life, to conduct one's selft or 'to pass
(one's) 1life'. All of the uses of the word in Ephesians

are classed by Thayer in the first of these figurative

- e ww e em mm e s e e e e e e wm e e eme e vaw e e e e e e e
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meanings, namely, 'to regulate onet's life, to conduct

onels self.!

Thayer may well be checked at this point
against the comments given by Liddell and Scott in their
Greek-English Lexicon. They give the basic meaning of
this verb as 'to walk up and down' as in a cloister, and
oppose this idea definitely to that of Yto take a walk!
(8. The thought seems to have 1its root in the walking
to and fro of one who moves about while teaching. From

this, there is a derived meaning 'to discourse! (3).

It follows that there is nathing in the word
itself to designate moral guality, to show whether the
*walking! is purposeful or aimless, goodvor bad.

Further, the idéa of progress is not fundamental in the
word, although progress may be stated or implied in the
immediate context(4). The more usual reference of the word
is illustrated by the command of Jesus, "Rise up and walk®,
wnich He gave as a possible substitution for "Thy sins

be forgiven thee. Indeed it is significant fhat in

- v mm e wes me ww e e e e e we e e e e e me e e mun e e R e
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3 Lid ell and Scott, p. 793
4, Mk. 16:12- After that he appeared in another form unto

two of them, as they walked (quvaoumv) and went
(r‘o/)éuo,UCVOIS ) into the Counbryg



7Ll

this He suggested simply the idea of the change from
inability to walk to ability to walk, whereas when He
actually commands the man to arise, He tells him to

go (5) into the house, using the verb in which progress

inherss (8).

Thus, we are entireiy dependent upon the set-
ting of the verb 'to walk'! for any intimation of pro-
gress or the lack of it. This same rule must hold as

regards the moral value of the walk.

Of the seven uses in Ephesians, two have the
packward look to the highly undesirable life of the
Gentiles before their regeneration, and the five cthéfs
have the view of the renewed life in Jesus Christ.

This means that five comment on social principles

positively and two negatively.

The passage at the opening of the second
chapter has been dealt with in the first study, as
hag the péssage,’4:;7'~ 24. TFor that reason we will .
omit consideratian of them here. The remaining five,

2:10, 4:1, 5:8, 5:8, 5:15, will be treated in order.,

- e mm e e wm am am e e e e e et e mm e e we mee e e e e e e
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Il. The Path Prepared for the Christians' Walk. 2:10.

The second time that the verb to walk is used
in Ephesians is in 2:10. Here there is a definite link,
by way of contrast, with the use in 2:2. The change
which makes this contract possible furnishes the keynote

of this entire study and gives direcﬁion to it.

The progress of thought in the ten verses,
2:1-10, is a narrative development in which the entire
action is set forth in one éluéter of three verbs. It
is the story of the miracle of regehefation. At the
beginning, theSevpeople wore living in a state of death.
Against this condition, the mercy of God gains the pro-
minence both of surprise and contrast by the suddenness
}with which it is.infroduced.. "But God, being wealthy
in mercy, through the great love with which He loved
US eoe¥ Then comes the action, "God ... made us alive
together with Christ, and raised us up together and made
us to sit together in the heavenlies in Christ JesusW. .
That is the entire story. ‘The remainder of the passage
is given to the elucidation of this miracle and guarding

it against misinterpretation.

In the latter part of this passage we see
(1) the purpose for God's action in regeneration; (2)

emphasis upon the pcéitive fact that salvation is given
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by the grace of God; (8) insistence that salvation is
not the result of works; and (4) proof of these last
two statements in the facts that we are God's workman-
ship and that good works follow salvation rather than

precede it.

A. Relation of Verse 10 to the Passage.

Verse 10, in which we are particularly ianter-
ested for the moment, is therefore seen to have an ar-
qumentative relationship to the preceding thought, namely,

~that our salvation is by the grace of God. The use of

tfort (7) is quite usual, as it makes of the explanation

of a truth the reason for accepting it.

It’is for this reason also that in the Greek ,
'hié"(&) is given the emphatic first position in the
sentence. God alone is to receive all.the credit for .
 the fenewal of 1ife, as well as for its creations
One 1s strongly reminded of the One Hundredth Psélm:

Know ye that Jehovah he is God: |

It is he that hath made us, and we are hisj;

We are his people and the sheep of his
pasture. _

B. Relation of 1E0rkmangh;g‘ang ¥grga§eg’.A

The choice of the words "workmanship" (9) and
"created" (10) and their relation, as well as their
combined meaning, is a problem which leads directly to

- e e e amm awe e e me e e e e e e e e e e e e e we e dew s e
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the central thought of the passage. The use of
1werkmanshipf in this connection is something of a
surprise, as it refers usually only to the objective
act of creation. This fact leads to three view-points
in interpretation:
l.[That*‘wprkmanship' refers to the physical
creation, and tcreated! to the spiritual.
2. That both refer to the spiritual ereation.
3. That both refer to creation, but that cre-
ation cannot be divided as to physical and

spiritual.

The first has in support of it only the usual‘
emphasis of the word 'workmanshipt!. This is a strong
cbnSiﬁeratian, however, since our primary means of de-
riving thought from sentences is through the meaning of
the individual wordss However, words must have a mean-
ing in relation to the whole sentence. Furthermore,
the meaning’of 2 word does not preclude a figurative use,
so long as the figure is in keeping with the primary
meaning bf the word. This interpretation has against
‘it the fact that the whole consideration of the passage
is of'the spiritual re-creation, and the introduction
of the idea of the physical creation as such doés not

add to the meaning.



It would seenm ﬁhat the trend of thought com-
pels one to keep the idea of the spiritual rebirth
throughout, since the 'workmanship'is explained and
modified by Mcreated in Christ Jesus, etel. Abbottts
explanation is ?erhaps the most satisfactory,.ﬂl£
‘(‘workmanship') may perhaps be chosen to suggest strong-
| ly the analogy of this to the first creation, the nature
of this meinpn being left to be defined by the follow-

‘ing words",

At the same time, the argument of Findlay in
favor of the third view.is not to be overlooked and
surely qualifies onet's interpretation in any case.

He says, W"rhere are not two creations, the second formed
upon the ruin and failure of the first; but one grand

design throughout. Redemption is creation re-affirmed.

(11).

The use of the verb 'to create! (128) here‘is
a part of a significant,cdﬂtribution of this word tsythe
meaning of the Epistle. It occurs four times in the
letter , with the following emphages:

A. Reference to general c¢reation.

3:9. The God who created 2ll things.
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11. G.G. Findlay in Expositor's Bible, Ephesians, p. 117.
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B. Reference to spiritual'reécreaticn.

1. 2:10. 'Created in Jesus Christ! as a
definition of regeneration.

2. 2:15. The transformation which unites
alien peoples into one new man, making
peace.

3. 4:24. God's newly created man, whose
characteristics are true integrity and
plety, who is to be put on.

The sphere of personal relationship in which
this re—creation takes place is expressed by fin Christ!?
(13). But befere we can summarize the statements relative
to thig transformation, it is necessary that we find the
most acceptable interpretation of the gqualifying phrase,

tunto good works! (14).

The interpretation of Yunto good works! would
seem to be most simple, if it were not for the inter-
vention of Abbott (15. QOrammarians and com-
C. Usg lade : ’ '
of ’Euwl W mentators alike take 'upon! with the dative
(locétive;in Robertson, and Dana and Mantey) to express

' pufpose. Their phrases, "moral aim® (16), “In order. to

good works® (17), "Aim or purpose® (18), all say the

T Tt T T T
13, év )2"”"?’ 14, &ri épyers  aynBsis,

15. International Critical Commentary. '
16. Heyer. 17. Badie 18. Robertson.
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same thing in different ways. However, Abbott feels
that éni is not subject to this usage, but must mean

"the condition upon which a thing happens or is done." (19)

There is no gquestion but that the inierpreﬁationr
given to s by Abbott is in keeping with the use
of the_grepositicn; Thayer and others also c¢ite examples
of this kind. However, Abbotil's examples are not con-
clusive to the effect that«éﬁ'may not nean Ywith a view
to®, In fact, purpose seems to be thé most likely sense
in Galatians 5:13: |
For, brethren, ye have besn called unt97(én/)
liberty. |
and in T Thessalonians 4:7: ‘
| For -God hath not called us unto (é7/) unclean-

ness, but in (év) noliness (20).

19, Abbott must not be misunderstood to say that God will
save us if we will do good works. !Condition?, in
his use of it, means an essential accoampaniment or
characteristic. With a nuaber of classical references
he cites also Gal. 5:13,&m &devOeprin xdfyre,

saying, "not that freedom was the end or objecty but
the condition of their calling, the terms on which
they were called, viz, so as to be free. OFf EZph.
2:10 he says, "Here¢%rmsap¢Aare not the objeet of
the new creation, but are involved in it as an in-
separable condition.® ., s

20.In this case, the change from €7/ {0 evsuggests

that the rejected 'uncleanness'! does not stand in
the same relation to the verb fcalled! &5 does the
ideal of 'holiness'. Uhe contrast should stand out,
and does so iﬁ the translation of éniig tfort and
of évy , 'in': For God hath not called us for un-
cleanness, but in holiness.
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Several cases are cited in the writings in the

L s ! ,
Papyri sources in which ¢rms can not well be interpreted

other than purposive. OUne apeaks of the apprenticeship

of a boy for the purpose of learning a trade (281).

Another reads, "I am enrolled for the purpose of taxation

(22).

This,Atherefere, is the reading in the passage,
"For we are His wbrkmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works". A fuvther question of God!s intent in these
good works is centered in the difficnlt clause whicn com-
pletes the varse, mich God hath before ordainsd that
we ghould waiﬁ in them." This problem will be our next

congideration.

The relative pronoun 'which! (23) is a tlittle mem-
ber’ in the sentence, but has been singled out for a

great deal of discussion and argument. The
Caze and o

Antecedent essemtial,problem'is whether we shall acéept
of 'which!. :

the usual reading of the clause, which 1is the
simplest ons, or whebher this is so impossible from the

standpoint of experience as to regquire us to reconsiruct

21. &n/ 15 pavlave,y 7 7Y ?}/‘0/{07‘/K7)1/ ch)(y v (BGU 1V.
1124:21 (BC 18). Houlton and H4illigan, ‘nThe Vocab-
ulary of the Greek Testament illustrated from the

‘Paﬁyr& and other non-literary sources%., p . 295, 235,

22. a’nra por 4 &ri yeddviav. P Petr II 11(2):

(@i /58)
25. 0!5 »



‘the Greek (24). The traditional interpretation
seems to the writer to be the most natural, the
best suited to the context, and not inconsistent
with thexfacts of experience. For these reagons it

- is accepted.

- e wm mw e e em e we m ew ew wm e e em wm e s W wm wm wm W wm e

24, Five renderings - have been suggested:

' a. o5 as a true dative (locatlve), assuming
as the object of the verbwpenioipacer Mo
which God hath afore ordained us, in order that
we should walk in them.? L, .

b. o with a personal reference, for &eo:s 5ﬁwwy
Yamong whom God hath before prepared us."

c. A hebraic idiom Win which, along with the rela-
tive pronoun, there is also reneated the personal
pronoun and the prep051tion, 2v 495 “ba TP T N~
T orw e, T"/)or)/dlluer'V & Beds s "In which God
before prepared that we should walk."

d. The relative is con51dered to be in the dative
by attraction of c,mw aynbi>and really an
accusative. "Which God afore prepared that we
should walk in them.®

‘e is taken as the 'dative of reference! and

the verb taken,lntransitlvely. "For which God -
made previous preparation® (Abbott).

The second and third may be disposed of rather quick-
ly, since they create more difficulties than they solve.
In the first case, the finding of the personal antecedent
would involve something of a search, and, even if it were
found, the phrase év «vlcis ig left with no natural re-
lation to &pros drabds. In.the other, €y . of Ev
abro%s 3 18 put before J75 , and «Jdro7s 1is considered re-
dundant.

The last is ultimately the same as number 1, since
tbose who hold it still have the question, "What or who
-was prepared?" to answer. Abbott replies, "The answer
would perhaps.be tust.® The reading then is, in each
case, "for which God hath afore prepared us, in order
that we should walk in them." This reading is also ae-
cepted by Barnes.

This leave our real problem to concern the choice
betwaen only two solutions: taking 6%s as a dative with
npas. as the object understood ofﬁwonTmpnwng or taking
ots  as accusative and the complement of the verb. The
latter is surely the most natural. The attraction of
cases is quite common. Of this particular type of at-
traction, Robertson says, "Several examples occur where
the accéusative is attracted to the locative or the in-
strumental," and he citesZEph. 2:10 as an example‘
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The real difficulty in accepting this point
of view is evidently in the faét that, while it is easy
to think of persons being made ready in7advance of an
action, it is not easy to think of the action being
prepared before the person is thére to do it. In fact,
the only existence an act has is in its performance by
the person involved. This will bé further cleared up
as a result of dealing with the problem of the comple-

ment of the verb fafore-prepared'* (25) .

OQur first consideration in dealing with this
subjeect is to note that Abbott, Eadie and others have

made their case in saying that tafore-pre-

of'ﬁ%onbeya~ pared! (26) involves more than 'fore-ordained’

would in this context (27). According to
Thaye: and Liddell and Scott, 'fore-ordained! has refer-
ence to actual preparations made in édﬁancg. Therefore
tafore-prepared! most naturally takes a-matéfal object

as its complement.

We are again at the'center of the problem.
In what sense can good works be prepared in advance?
They are right; of cburse, who say‘that one cannot set
up a good work as‘an objective reality. 1et’it seenms a

T T T T e T e e N .
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bit hasty to say that a good work cannot be prepared in
advance. A man may determine (fore-ordain) that a
building is to be built. Certainly, there is no ocecasion
for the idea 'made ready'! as yet. Howevef,zwhén the
_plans are completed, the financial arrangementé made,

the materials made available, and the inducements to
work offered, it is not straining language to say that
the work is prepared in advance for the man who is»ﬁo

do its

The reading of the verse, therefore, is, ®For
we are his workmanship; created in Christ Jesus for the
purpose of good works, which God prepared in advance

~in order that we should walk in them.?
- F+ Coneclusion

The first great statement of socizl principle

is that good works are to constitute the life and con-

duct of the regenerate man. Much of St. Paul's time:

was given to convince the early Christians that sal-
vatiaﬁ is not to be gained by good works. But, as
Findlay Well'says, ¥Ste Paul was the last man in the
world to undervalue human effcrt, or disparage good
work of any sorts ... God has not raised us up to
sit idly in the heavenly places lost in eontemplation,

or to be the useless pensioners of grace. He send®us
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forth to 'walk in the works prepared for us,'--- equipped
to fight Christ's battles, to till His fields, to
labour in the service of building His Church?® (28).

II. The HManner of the Christiangt Eg;g; 4:1
The next Windew.bpene& to us by the verb fto

walk! is in é:lQ The ﬁhaughtffeilQW$.an‘in logical se-
quence from the principle laid down in 2:10. There, of
the basis of God! work of redemption, it was made clear
that the very purpose of man’ssﬁiritual re~creation
was that he should live a‘life of good works. Here the
géneral.course of that life is quite definitely laid
out. It is as if one is seeking the way to go on a |
highway. The prineciple stated ih 2:10 identifies the
road and gives the direction in which one is to move.
This passage directs as tq the whole spiritual attitude

- which is essential to progress on the way. The Christ-
ian is told thét he is to walk, rather he is urgently
exhorted to walk, worthily of the calling with which he
is called. | |

What it means to walk worthily of this‘ealling
is explained: "with all lowliness and meekness, with
long~suffering,,forbeariﬁg one another in love; endeavor-
ing (giving diiigemce (ARV)} to keep the unity of the

L . T e T T T I T T T

28, "Ephesians®, pp. 116,117.



Spirit in the bond of peace.m(AV). As a matter of faet,
this exhortétion teiworthy walking opens to one the en-
tire passage; 4{1-16.A Verse 1 contains the plea. Verse
g erplains the personal qualities needed for the at-
tainment of the ideal. The remaining fourteen verses
present the great principle of Christian unity, to the
maintenance of which they are to bend thelr most-eager
efforts, never relaxing until the attainment of the

completed men.(29).

A. Textual Setting

One of the éreat emphases of the earlier por-
tion of this Epistle had to do with the greatness of the
work of God in Christ in bringing all people, Gentile
and Jew, into one brotherhood. Into this message Paul
had been specially called to be the minister of the
'mystery! (50),’once hidden, but now revealed to those
who believed. If one grasps.even in part the significance
which attached to the teaching on this point, direction
is given thereby to the understanding of the teaching
on unity in the spirit of iloﬁliness,‘ *meekness,?
and 'love.! (3l). One must also realize that the call-
ing mentioned is from the foundation of the world, that
it was in love and from intelligent cholce, that it
- was an exhibition of pure grace~—‘all this and more, if

B T R T R
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“one is to gain adequate background for the meaning of the

plea to 'walk worthily! (32).

| The question of background here is iﬁevitably

- intertwined with consideration of the reference of the
conjunction f*therefore! (33). Occurring at this turning
point of the Epistle, the word can hardly have a merely
resumptive force, but must necessarily refer to the
~earlier part of the discussion in some way. The pos-
sible references are: a) to the preceding’two verses,

the doxology; b) to the section preceding, that dealing
with ﬁﬁe joining ofjthe Gentile and the Jew in the body
of Christ; and e¢) to the whole of the three chapters
preceding. The latter secems definitely the most logicalr
interpretation, although the relation to the Jew-Gentile

problem is evident. (34).
B, BSpecial Problem of the,gassagg¢

The special problem, then of this passage 1s

one of right conduct in view particularly of the re-

32, a gl’ws TTER 1 T on 7’77/0*05 ; .« DB 0Oy -

34, For the following reasons: 1) the definite previous
references to the 'call! of the Christian were both
in the first chapter; 2) the fact that this is a
major dividing point of the entire Epistle suggests
that the reference would naturally be to the entire-
ty of the blessings which have been described; and
3) the relation of the Jew and Gentile would hardly
be considered the great reason back of Christian
conduct, although it was obviously a condition which
tested and gave scope for the activity of the
Christian spirit.
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lationship of Gentile and Jew in the Christian community.
This need not be elaborated further at the present, |
but it gives tone to the reading of the entire passage

under consideration.
C. Interpretation of the Standard.

Withvthis’background, let us go directly into
a study of the standard or principle of action whibh is
here stated. In order to do so, let us begin with 2
summnary of the usage of the word 'worthy! or 'worthily!

(35) in the New Testament.

a. N.T. Use of 'Worthy' or (Worthily).

Perhaps few New Testament words strike so
éonsistently in significant places and in connections
reflect high spiritual tone. The references are few,
but meaniﬁéful. They are as follows:

a) Romans 16:2. Here, those at Rome are asked

to receive Phoebe "worthily of the saints¥.

b) Philippians 1:27. The Philippians are ad-
monished to "live as citizens worthily of
the good tidings of Christ"™ (ARV Margin).

¢v57 « The test in Philippians comes in the imi-
tation of the mind of Christ. The passage
cérries the ideas of unity, cooperation at

cost to self, and humility.

T - . T
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c) Colossians 1:10. In this case; the readers
are being told of Paul's prayer on their
behalf. He prays that they—may be filled
with the knowledge of His will in all spir-
itual wisdom and understanding. This 1is ‘
to the end that they shall walk Mworthily
of the Lord%. | |

d) 1 Thessalonians 2:12. Paul tells the
Christians of Thessalonica that the
purpose of his preaching and work was that

they should wélk'“werthily of God",

e) 3 John 8. "The Elder®™ commends helpfulness
to "them that are brethren and strangers
withal®™. They are to be set on their way,

and the standard is "worthily of God",

These are the passages in which the word 'wor-
thily is used, exclusive of the one under treatment.
The thought*seems always to be that the plane of one's
mind and heart is determined by the realization of God,
of the gospel of His salvation, or of those people who
exemplify the Christ life. Then, that conduct is de-
"~ termined upon which is suitable to and worthy of‘the

realization thus experienced.
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A quotation from Moule will aid us in sum-
marizing at this point: WIdeally, of course, no human
walk is 'worthy of! tﬁe Gospel, the Call, or the
Divine Caller. But practically it can and should(be
80, in the sense of being governed at every step by the
Divine motivesg." (86). In other words, it is not a
matter of attainmment of a perfect standard, but it is
being on the right road toward the goal, being dead in
earnest about making progress toward the gcél, and ac-
cepting to that end the grace offered for our aid and

guidance.
b. Explanation of 'Walking Worthily' in the Context.

In thé light of‘this inter?retation of the
use of the word 'worthily', we shali now discuss the
particular meaning given to it in this passage.

The first conditioning phrase is "with all lowliness

and meekness" (37Y). ‘'Lowliness' (38) is described by

B

36. Moule, Eph951ans - Cambridge Bible - p. 103«

87 Tater voporivys kol zr/murvros

38. "The having a humble opinion of onef's self- a deep
sense of onels (mcral} littleness; modesty, humil-
ity, lowliness of mind" (Thayer). Used in N.T. in

Acts 20:19, Ephesians 4:2, Philippians 2:3, Colossians

3:12, 1 Peter 5:5 and Cologsians 2:18, 23.

Tameivos 39 mpot rising far from the ground" or
(metaphorlcallyg "lowly, of low degree, lowly in spirit,
humble® (Thayer : .

Of the classical use of vewei~vos, we take the fol-
lowing from Vincent, "Word Studies® (owm pAffretizg), WIn
the classics it is used commonly in a bad and degrading
sense, of meanness of condition, lowness of rank, and
cringing abjectness of character. It is occasionally
employed in a way which foreshadows its higher sense.
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Eadie (39) as "that profound hunility which stands
at the extremest distance from haughtiness, arrogance,
and éonceit;‘ané which is produced by a right view

of oursel?es, and of our relatlon to Christ and
'torthat glory to which we are called." This seems

to get at the heart of the interpretation of this
word, rather than the diséussians as to whether or not
man is to realize his own superiority, but take on

an attitude of lowliness (40). If a man evaluates
himself by comparison with other men, he will always
find excuse for pride. If God's people truly see God;?there
is no room for pride; there is not even occasion to

think proud thoughts, on the part of the best of them.
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' Plato, for instance, says, !'To that law (of God) he
~would be happy who holds fast, and follows it in all
humllity and order®. And Aristotle says, ®“He who
is worthy of small things and decms himself so, is
‘wise! (Nich. Ethics, iv.3). (Plato- Laws, 716)."

Of 7ame,voppordvrns , Trench says, "The word for
the Christian virtue of humility (romervodpooivys),
was not usad before thes Christian era, and is dis-
tinetly an outgrowth of the Gospel. This virtue is.
bagsed upon a correct estimate of our actual little-
ness, and is linked with a ssnse of sinfulness.
True greatness is holiness.?

Houle says of Ylowliness?!, "The Greek word imports
an unaffected lowly estimate of self. .. It is a
distinctly Christian grace, viewed as a thing al-
ways to be sought and cherished. '

39. EFEadie, Ephesians, p. 2855. '

40. Abbott asks (p.105), "If a man is really greater
than others in any quality or attainment, moral, in-
tellectual, or spiritual, does the obligation of
hunility bind him %o think falsely that he is less
than they?" This secems to the writer to miss the
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c. Christian Habits of Mind.

‘Meekness?! (41) is interpreted by Thayer as

tgentleness or mildness'! (42). According to Trench,

*1owliﬁess’, the right opinion of onet's self, is the

foundation for 'mesckness'!, which, he says, is more than

mere gentleness of manner (43).

42.

It was the writerls first thought to treat

point entirsly. For the man who is burdened by
such a question, may we not suggest that he use
whatever greatness ne may have for God, instead of
pondering over it, and do so with true humility to-
ward all men, without regard to whether they are
higher or lower than he?
Tpmufnuﬁ. Moule, "The Greek word imports gentle
and entire submission under trial, whatever the trial
be, In the consciousness that no other attitude
can be right for self. Meekness thus rests Ton
deeper foundations than i{ own., namely on those
wiich lowliness has laid for ib’ and it can only
continue while it continues to rest on these.® In
this respect 'it is a grace in advance of lowli-
ness' (Trench)."
Trench gives the following discussion of the re-
lation of meekness and lowliness, "This meekness, how-
ever, which is first a meskness in respect of God,
is also such in the face of men, even of evil men,
out of 2 sense that these, with the insults and in-
juries which they may inflict, are permitted and
employed by Him for the chastening and nurlfylng of
His servants. This was the root of David's Wommw;
when Shimei cursed and flung stones at him--the
consideration, namely, that the Lord had bidden him
(2 Sam. 16:11 » that it was just for him to suffer
these things, however unjustly the other might in-
flict them; and out of like convictions all true
Christian npmlqumuSU spring. He that is meek indeed
will know himself a sinner among sinners;-- ...and
this Amowledge of his own sin Will teach him to en-
dure meekly the provocations with which they may
provoke him, and not to withdraw himself from the
burdens which their sin may ispose upon him."
(Here follow the statements quoted by Moule. See
Note 41).



2Q.

_vflowlin€ss', 'meekness?!, and 'long-suffering! as
rather negative virtues, making clear what the Christian
should not do. However, a negative virﬁue is an un-

“reality. These virtues require active development'of
habits of mind and will. Further, their exercise
requires an active, definite use of Christian person-
alitye. BI{ is not merely that meeckness which is not

- provoked and angered by the recepbion of injury, but
that gentleness of temperament which thinks with candour,
feels in serene composure, and speaks in the 'soft
answer! which *tufheth away wrath' (43).

tLongsuffering', another characteristic
definitive of 'War%hy walkingt, is 2 most interest-

| ing word (44), suggesting in its own meaning many cir-
cumstances in whieh the virtue must play a2 parts

- The Greek ﬁerd is a,C6mbisaﬁian of the war&sqileng!

and tanger! (45). 'Long’, a2s regards distance had

the idea of remoteness, and as regards time, carried
the idea of duration. A literal interpretation of
the combination would give the meaning of having

anger through a long periad of time. Therefore, the

suggestion is that of self-control and might be

43. Fadie, p. 255 , .
44, PR éu/u:'o) - 45. /(/m11/)a/I and GoposS.:



contrasted with the simple idea of 'patience' (46).
This self-control is further amplified in meaning

by the phrase 'forebearing one another in love'! (47).

This is a‘frank recognition of the fact
that people are not perfect. Therefore, the thing
to do is to make courteous and fair,allowanée for
each other, love (48) being the motive and impulse,

as well as the guiding spirit.
d. Maintenance of Christian Unity.

We have now arrived at the central thought
of this passage, namely, 'giving diligence to keep

the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace!. 'Spirit

— - e e e e wme e e a e e e e e e we ae  wes e e ke e A e e e

48. Uno pm; In comparing /meo@u /o and Jiro ,Uom?

" - Thayer quotes Bighop Lightfoot on Cel. 1:11 as
follows: "The difference of meaning is best seen
in their oppesites. While Sworoer7is the tem-
per which does not easily succumb under suffer-
ing, pexosGepia is the self-restraint which does
not hadily retaliate a wrong. The one is op-
posed to cowardice or despondency, the other to
wrath or revenge. This distinction, though it
applies generally, is not true without exception.®

Both these words are used in II Corinthians 6:4-8,

in such a way as to illustrate this distinction.

 St. Paul uses fmopevr in reference to severe suf-

fering, and lists rta«x oé%pmlln a more general group

of virtues which he had made endeavor tc show before

+the Corinthian people. Perhaps there.is real point

in the reference of 6mo pory -to his attitude toward

his persecutors and of /ﬂh7W\90fd“ to his dealing with
the members of the Chrlstlan ,comaunity,

47, m/?[o,oCVal a/l/\r}/{uﬂ/ € O‘)yﬂm‘r) « Ay £ w(lﬁ the N.T.
only in the middle) 'to bear with, endure! with
the genitive of the person (Thayer).

48. Ayain- the love of thoughtful, considerate

- good-will, the love that works out into actiom.
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is here taken to refer to:

1. the human spirit,

2. the Holy Spirit,

3. the spirit of the Christian community.
Only the second of these giﬁes an adequate meaning
in the context. Aﬁbntt says, "this seems to be
proved by the 'one Spirit' (49) in the following

verse" (50).

Braune (51) says that the phrase 'of the
spiritt is the Ygenitive of originating cauge rather
than possessive! (52). He states further, "It is
not the unity pecﬁliar to the spirit, which needs
not to be preserved by us, but the unity and concord
of the Church and its members, and indeed only that

which the Holy Spirit works."?

In the elucidation of the phrase, 'in the
bond of peace' (53); most commentators rightly re-
ject the idea that love is the bond of peace. In

Barnes, we come upon the thought that peace itself

—--—-...«-...-.—.—...—...—.—...—-u_—-—.——.-—-——»—

48. &y WWé%aﬂ- _
50. Abbott, "Bphesians and Colossians%, p, 107.
51. Braune, in Lange's Commentary, Eph. p.i3¢

B2. M"Orig inatlng cause® geems a bit strong for the
genitive. One 1is pretty safe in dealing with
the genltive to think first of the root idea,
namely, 'specifying! (Robertson). Here it is
the Spirit- unlty, and it is from the context
that we reason that it is the unity which the
Spirit works.

53s v TR ouvdérpy 77s ‘T@@&
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is biﬁdiﬁg, and his statsment is particularly worthy
of qguoting. ~“The American Indians usually spoke

of peace as a ‘chain of friemdship’ which was to be
kept bright. The meaning here is, that they should
be bound»or united tegethe: in the sentiments and

- affections of peace. It is not mere external unity;
it is\nct a mere uniﬁy‘af‘creed; it is not a2 mere
unity in the forms of public worship; if is such as
the Holy Spirit produces in the hearts of Christians,
when He fills them 21l with the same love, and joy,

and peacé in believing® (54).

We will not at present enter into a full
discussion of the ‘Fﬁndamental Unities?!, as Findlay
designates the series in verses 4 to 6,sincé there
will be more extendéd reference to them in a later
chanteé. Suffice it to say here that these unities
are without doubt meant to ilmpress the idea upon the
Ephesians that unlty was native to the Cnrlstian
Church, sven as it was characteristic_of God, of

Christ, and of the Holy Spirit.

We cannot neglect, hewever, reference to
the fact that fthis unity had its 1mp11cations out

T T N P SR . T T T

54, Barnes, "Ephesiang, Philippians, and Colossiansh,
Harper, New York, p.68.
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into the field of activity in which the Christian
was engaged. Theirs was to be a variety of work
"according to the measure of the/gif$~of Christ.®
But their work was all to tend toward the same
united end, "the increase of the body,‘unts the

building up of itself in love.®

The prineciple of conduct Which has been
developed in these verses‘ié that~y
of the calling wherewith be was called,

namely,

I

iz exhorted fo develop habits of peace,
owliness, meekness, longsuffering, love,

and up-building work.

s

|

I1I. The Sphere of Walking. - B:iB.

In the passage, 5:Z, with which Wwe are now

to deal, there are no difficult problems whiéh have

to do with our particular field of inquiry. The
principle included in the passage is rather simply and
~briefly stated and clearly illustrated. The whole
statement isy "Walk in‘laveﬁﬁ Three words include
all of it, whether in the English or in the Greek.
Yet, it required the 1ife of God, the life and death

of His Son to exemplify it.
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St. Paul has paved the way for the state-
ment of this géﬁeral principle by outlining some of
its fields of application. In 4:24, the readers have
been urged to put on the new man, created in right-
‘eousness and hciineésw Then there is a sketch, re~
ferred to in Chapter one, of the changes in life
which enter into this ’puftiﬂg on the new man': false-
‘hood is to be put aside and truth put in itz places
‘a preper balance is to be held with regard to anger;'
wofk is to be substituted for stealing; coxrupt or
Warthléss speech is to be replaced by speech that
will build up and give grace; such changes are shown
to be necessary lest the Holy Spirit of God be‘grieved;
af last, a whole group of Spiritual social ailments,

bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, railing, and malice

fode

are to be discarded and in their plaée there ig Lo
be an attitude of kindliness, tenderheartedrness, for-
giveness in the manner of the fcrgiVeness whieh they
had received from God. The conclusion of it zll is
in verses 1 and 2 of chgpter 5: "Be yve Lnerefore im-
itators of God, as beloved ¢hildren, and order your
conduct in 1éve, even as also Carist loved you and
gav@‘ﬁimself up on our (55) behalf, an offering and a

sacrificé unto God for an odor of sweet smell.?®

- - e e e e e e -

55. The textual problem involved in the use of the
first and second persons in 4:32 - 5:2 is well
summarized by Abbott, Com., pp.145,146. -
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A. Meaning of Love.

| In these two verses, are three forms'carry-
ing the same essential idea of love, the adjective
,?ééloved', the noun 'love!, and the verb tloved! (56).
The adjective refers to the iove of God for men, of
which Thayer remarks (underi@@y) that it is tof
the benevolence which God, in providing salvation for
men, has éxhibited by sending his Son to them and
giving him up-to death." The verb refers ﬁo the love
of Christ-- 'of the love which led Christ, in prd—
curing human salvation, to undérgc sufferings and
death! (57). The noun here quite obviously refers to
the attitude of the Christian toward his fellowmen.
The love meant here is the love of good-will, of es-
teem. More than that, it carries within its scope
of suggestion the definite idea that this good-will
is made manifest in action. W"Hence", sé?s Findlay,
Pthe love which follows Christls example, is love

wedded with duty® (58).
B. Manner of the Exercise of Love.

The manner of the exercise of love is ex-

emplified in the freedom with which God forgave His

56. Gyo Ta:\' _é) V?‘IT._ ) :0;;77_. /ré)/: |
57. Thagére AR il
58. Findlay, p.301.
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people in Christ. The measure, if one dare say so,

is expressed in the fact that the Christ gave His
life on our behalff This point is stated in & rather
blunt verse in I John: "In this we have known love,
that that One laid down His life for us. And we

oughﬁ to lay down our lives for “he brethren® (52).

#Showing-grace is what the apostle liter-

ally says here, spesking both of human and Divine

1.-

iveness (80}. In this liecs the charm and power

!

for

03
bda

of true forgliveness. The Pcrglver after the order of

grace does net perdon like & judge moved by magnanim-

Jids

ity or pity for transgressors, but im love to his own
kind and desire for thelr smendment. He identifies
himself with the wrong-doer, weighs his templation

is the kind

UHE

and all that drew him into error. This
of pardon that touches the sinrer's heart; for it
goes toe the heart of the sin, isclating it from all

other feslings and conditions that are not sin; it

takes the wrong upon itself in understanding and per-

L.

cepbion; it puts ite fivger uporn (ke achlng, fester-
ing spot where the criminality lies and applies %o

that its healing balm® (81),

o e e am e e mme me e e e e e e e e e ma e e e e e e e e

5¢. 1 John 3:18. '
60. \mp/Zu/Ucvm Eavrols &mé@s Kol & Qdeds v XpioT &
4 apiraTo piv. The forms of Ve,,s suggest the
oing of the gracious act which the recipient has
no reasson to expect nor hasis to claim.
6l. Findlay, pp. 3182, 313.
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The social principle, then, in this passage

iss:

Love is the essential attitude of the
Christian group, since Christians have
reaped the benefits of the manifested love

of the Father and the Son.
IV. Guidance in the Christian's Walk. — 5:8.

"Walk as children of light®™ (5:8). This
injunction comes following 2 whole group of warnings
of things which the Gentiles were doing, but which the
Christians were not to do. Uneleanness in thought and
deed, and coveteousness-- these sins were rife then,
as we have already seen, and as they have been before
and since. To the Christian, they were better lost
entireiy from the consciousness, so that they are not

even mentioned in the Christian community (62).

What the exact meaning gf tlight? is here
is not entirely obvicﬁs. The source of light is ex~-
‘plained, since it is stated that the Christians are
light 'in the Lord'. That it is a contrast from
’their former state of morality is elso made clear.
However, moral quality can hardly be meant, since

- e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e e ek e e

68, pundt SvopviicOw Ev Euiy, kaGxs Tpeme: dpiaes
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this element is summed up in the fruit of the light.
nRather; it would seem to refer to 'moral insightt,

which comes as a result of being in the Lord.

If one wishes a test as to whether he, as

a Christian, is living up to the light that is given’
him, that test is furnished here, and it accords with
the test of Jesus, "By their fruits ye shall know them"
(63). It is given here in the parenthetical phrase,
;”fof the fruit of the light is in all goodness and
righteousness and truth" (64). Findlay calls this 'an
epitome, in five *#ords of Christian virtuet (85). |

- The light is the gui&, the guiding star, in the

Christian, so that he need not go ”*ang.

We know the paths wherein our feet should press;
Across our hearts are written Thy decrees;
Yet now, 0 Lord, be merciful to bless

With .more: than these.

‘Grant us the will to fashion as we feel,

Grant us the strength to labor as we know,

Grant us the purpose, ribb!'d and edged with steel,
' To strike the blow.

Knowledge we ask not-- knowledge Thou hast lent;
But, Lord, the will-- there lies our bitter need;
Give us to build above the deep intent

The deed, the deed. (66).

e e e wm e eme e e wme e e e e e e e wae e e e e e wee e

64:. Mt. 7:16. <, 65. 3\)’07 g(/\)&{;)/)j P(?)) J;no:(oo“uvyé

. Hal &Ax Belon.
66. M"PurposeW, by John Drinkwater.
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Conclusion.

The principle taught here is:
The Christisn is urged %o exercise his will
Lo walk according to the light that has
The Christian has the way written in his heart if he —
only exercise his will to follow it. Barnes states
the principle of this passage ﬁhus, "The essential
idea»i35 that religion in the heatt produces goodness

in the life" (67).

Y. The Price of Success in the Christian Walk. 5:15,'

o — o | SN TSRt S Aot

"Be keeping 2 sharp look-out as to how you
aﬁe walking® (88). This‘passage‘earries forward the
thought developed in the passage Just discussed.
Having the light, the Christian is marﬂed to be watch-
ing carefullythW'he uses it. Theré are negative
admonitions: |

1. Not to walk unwisely.

2 Nét to be foolish, senseless.

3. Not to become druhk with wine.
and positive admonitions in contrast:

1. Wisely, to make full use of opportunity.

B T T T T

67, Barnes, p-92. ,

68, /(67767’& ody ax DS  TioUs [Tep! T TE7 T6 The textual
dlfflculty in the order of words makes a wide
breach in the discussions of the various commen-
tators, most of whom use wds mqgﬁm. See Abbott,
De 159,
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2. To understend the will of the‘Lord.
3. To be filled with (in) the Spirit.

A1l of these admonitions are explanatory of

kwatching (69) strictly (70) how one walks. The phases

of life intc which this warning bids one look are:

1. Activity-- utilize opporﬁunities, and éo
80 wisely.

2. Mental 1ife in relation to Christian
conduct-- understand the will of the Lord.

3. Emotional expression-- do not seek un-
natural releases, but glve way to the
Spirit and find natural outlets for
émotion in singing and thanksgiving.

4. Social relations-- be subject to one '

another in the fear of Christ.

The last of these, verse 21, while it con-

cludes this‘passage, also gives a *text' for the definite

injunctions which follow, and which will be treated

in the next chapter.

O T T T e . T T

89. (Bddmere is the usual form for Mtake heed® or

o

Mook to®, A few words from Thayer's comparison

of §p»~ and (ddéwe,vwill show the reason for this.
M5oivy Blémerr, both denote the physical act: ops~
in general, PAdre~ the single leok;;Spaw gives
prominence to the discerning mind,@cmevto the
particular mood or pointe ... BAewe~ , When its

‘physical side recedes, get a purely outward

'70 .

sense, look (i.e. open, ineline) towards."
axpi@iks «  Texactlyl, taccurately?.
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ACtiVitEa

‘The exact nature of the activity which the

writer had in mind has been a question for much discussion.

The expression is *rédeeming* or 'buying up the
timet' (71). Of tke meaning in this context, four”
interpretations are'given (72),
1, Making use of, availing yourselves of
the eécasicn for doing good, not al-
lowing it to pass unimproved. ,
2. Buying back the time, redeeming it
from Séfan or from the world.
3, Making the most of time. "Buying it
out completely.® ‘

4. Adapting yourselves to the occasion(73).

The third of these is surely the one which -
states just what Paul meant to say, while the first
includes the reason for'sayiﬂg it. One must not,
however, ignore the figure involved in Paul's phrase-
ology. The verb used is a commercial term. In the
simple form (74), it is the common word for purchasing.
TL. Shayapaiipeves o0 mevpds o T
72. Hodge, Ephesians. p.2l7.

73. Luther, Wschicket euch in die ziet.
74:- 0‘5 2(0/)4),414/‘
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M ees ﬁhe house .... , purchased. from Thenpetesuchus
daughter of Petesuchus... (75). The prefix GQD
may add the idea>of futterly' or tcompletely! (76).
The combinatlan, th erefore, most naturally means
buying up the time completely-- Wgetting a corner on
it."? The middle voice of the verd suggestS‘that the
subject part1c1pafes in the result of the action.
Dana and Mantey suggest 677) that in translation one
can hérdly do more than use italics to show the particular
significanée of the middle in its sentencé. Here it
would be- "you buying up the time"-- or, if ome can
translate, 3securing the full use and value of time

for one's self.”

The second interpretation includes the
idea of Satan possessing the time (78), which idea
must therefore be read into the context. "For the
days are evil® (79) seems hardly justification for

such a definite idea of possession of the time by

-—.......—-«--.u—..a-.—.—-—-——-..—..—.-—.—-_-.

75. Milligan, Selections”, p.3sy.

76. Thay r, He introduces the example of £Kn%vyaoiu,
ACtS 15 3U¢

77 « pv 159.

78. TOVﬂﬂﬂoV'& The seascnable or onpartune time.
79. SrTi o q,uc/aa/( ?T‘o&’q/o(( (o,



Satan. The verse is parallel to Colossians 4:5,
"Walk in wisdom toward those without, making the
most of the time." (80). The meaning of this verse
is that one definipefway to keep careful watch of
Christian conductfis to keep busy, gaining for

oné‘s self the full value of the time.

Understanding.

The relation of undersﬁanding to Christian
living is brought cut guite sharply in the contrast
tbe not senseless, but understanding? (8l). The term
tsanseless! 1is the‘negative of the term 'mind! in the
sense of .tthe faculty of perceiving and judging! (82).
The one wﬁa lacks that faculty or azcts without ex-
ercising it, is rightly deseribed as fstupid' or 'sense-
less!. The verb 'understand! (83) has for its root
idea, 'to put together'. Therefore, it is to know, in

terms of perception and association.

The ftwill of the Lord! (84) undoubtedly re-
fers to His will with regard to their daily conduct.
tWill?! is purpose, determined by 2n act of the will.

........-—...-_._...-._.—-._..».-...-...—.....a—-—....—.

80, £V a-ocploL ﬂ‘g,mn’q"ra"r{ —”705 T oUs sgw or Kd%ooy
fgq//a wﬁ'ﬁ/«cVOL. .
gl. PR }/wgo-ét onVSS, ),)4 CuriETE. 82. Thayer.

83. Ui 84. &&h Apx Tou K(/ﬂlox).
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The Lord!s purpose for them had been determined, and
it was theirs to understand and follow. It is im-
plied, as iﬁ 5:8, that the way is clear, so clear that
to miss 1t is stupid.

Emotiohgl‘ﬁxgressicn.

Verses 18 to 21 remind one of ﬁhe parable
of the unoccupied house (Luke 24 -~ 28) in which seven
spirits take dominion where only one had been, because
the house was Munoccupied, swept and in order?® (85).
There is danger in the free exercise of the emotions.
The means of guarding against this danger is not, ac-

cording to St. Paul‘battling up the emotions and re-

- fusing them expression. It is rather giving them ad-

equate and safe channels for outlet.

The contrast beiween Beesming drunk and be-
ing filled in the spirit, probably hasg its roots in
circumstances of the Christian Agape, or love feast,
rather than merely in any similarity of the evidence

of these conditions. However, it is perfectly true

‘that the man who is drunk and the man who is filled

in the spirit shows evidence of being controlled

T . T I T I T

85. Quoting from, A.T. Robertson, "4 Translation of
Luke's Gospel®, Doran, N.Y., 1925. Luke 11:26.
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by something other than his own will. That it is
the spirit of the man which is mentioned here (86)
is‘a necessary conclusicnvfrom the wording and the
coﬁtext. Christian experience 1s one which feeds the
spirit, filling the man so that he exprésses himself
in *psélms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and

making melody with the heart unto the Lord" (87).

Findlay has a few appropriate sentences on
singing a3 emohtional eﬁpﬁeésisn.‘ BA11 exé;ted
sentiment tends to rhythﬁieal expressiocn. There
is a mystical alliance, which'ié amongst the most

' significant facts in our constitution, between

‘, emotion and art. The rudest natures, touched by

high feeling, will shape themselves to some sort
_of beauby, to some“grace and refinement of ex-
pression. Each new stirringrof the pulse of man's

86, This is usually considered to mean the Holy Spirit.
- The contrast not only seems crude, but is difficult
. to justify from & Tvsdpary » FEvmsduecrd 1S us-

ually understood of the Holy Spirit, & being in-
“strumental (Meyer), or both instrumental and ex-
pressing the content of the filling (Ellicott,
Macpherson, al.). But the use ofé with #Anpow
to express the content with which a thing is filled
would be guite unexampled. Phil. 4:19 is not par-
allel (Kllicott admits it to be doubtful); still
less Col. 2:10; 4:12. Where the material is only
- regarded azs the means of making full, it may con-
ceivably be spoken of as an instrument; but this
would require the agent to be expressed, and, be-
sides, would be quite inappropriate to the Holy
Spirits ese.. 'Be filled in spirit," not in
your carnal part, but in your spiritual." (pp.162,3)
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cammonklife has been marked by a re-birth of poetry
and art." He further remarks that, according to
Colossians 3:16, the sdngs had ta didactic as well

as a lyric character'! (88).

Conclusion.

In these three respects, then, the
Christian is to keep a close watech on his condﬁct:
1) to be active, using the time of opportunity,

' 2) to understand the will of the Lord and 3) to
gain emotional expression in the realm of the

spirit, rather than in the carnal.

"8

The principle conduct revealed here is
that: Aggressive vigilence is the price of success in
the conduct of the Q&u&ﬁi@nlﬁ.@ It is necessary
" to guard the Christian life éarefullyg But in this,
as in many things, "the best defensive 1s an offen—
sive." To guard the Christian~life;}give it activity
and expression, only'making sure that these .are wisely

chosen and used.
Summary
The prineciples of Conduct revealed in the

- eme e e en mar e e e e e ame emm e e e e e e et wem v e e e e e

— — X — A - .
87. dx)odvres foutors Y’q.’) 0TS ket GMVOTS ol égO(LS,W'VéU,a—q/~
. 'ru-cce't_s/ %Joy'res Kl Yo\ Novres ™ l<a(/051é( 1)'“/43u T Kyt
88. Findlay, pp. 546,347.
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passages studied, are:

1.

'5'

4.

Se

(2:10) The whole purpose of man's re-
creation is that he may serve in good
works. | /

(4:1) Habits of unity and peace are
necessary to the full growth of the
Christian commﬁnity¢

(5:8) The essential attitude of the
Christian group is love.

(5:8) Exercise of will is needed to
utilize the light given the Christian.

(5:15) Success demands activity and

emotional expression, under careful

control.



CHAPTER’ IV ™

SOCIAYL STANDARDS PRESENTED IN EPHESIANS
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There are & few points of & genersl nee
ture which ocught not be overlocked in the study of
this passage. In the firey place, the whole ﬁg&a
of the context pefiocts the ides thet this sube
Jeetion is to be voluntury on the part of the wife.
The husbepd is not ensouraged to see to it that
she submite to his suthority. dhe bepself is
urged, by the slmilarity of hey @@1&%&@& t¢ hep
nusbund to that of the Chureh to Christ, to cune
tinvally vegognive hor hushand as her ‘hesd! (6},
This has two obvious implicutions nemely, 1.}

thet the spirit of subjeetion will not be ome of
abjestion, but of loving loyelty, end 2,1 that
subjection will be of sueh & nature as wilil suid
the anslogy of the Church ecknowliedge &ﬁé&ﬁﬁ an
Head.

In the second plege, there iz resognie
%i@ﬁ‘ﬂf the faet that the bogila of the 1@3&&2&
ealled for lies in the fooeb thet love hes been
put into setion on the part of the husband. The
stotenent is mede in tozms of %aa'ﬁawﬁ of Chelgbes
Wb oW AR W WE e MR N B ek e Se A KB ol Mk W3 WR AR AR Ok W S0 e W

6o HegaM,  THebaphoricolly, enything gupreme,
cnief, prominont,” f%ﬁﬁyéﬁlc T
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- @rawing from thesc verses a definite permission

“He is the Sevior of the body™ {7)e vhsbtever

of the various inberprebations of thig phrase one

agcepts, it means by inference that the husband

will naturslly, if he too Tollows Chrigt's example,

do tha things which will make Lhe 10§aity of the

wife sponbansous. We ean hardly foliow Graham in

for he wife to refuse to obey & harsh or tyranni-
enl master {8). Fuul mekes no commeat on thet point.

7. The reference of this phrase is doubtiul. The
explanation is not gimple whether Chvizst oy the
hugband be tuken am the antecedent of the premcun
doTdss Houle says thab the deelding point is
that the next sentence, which obviocusly returas

“to the subjeet of the relation of the wife o
the husbané, begins with &) )de (pel39, Cambridge
Bible).. He says, "The reference to the Lord,
not to the earthly husband, is cervairn.’ Ab=
bott is more generous, giving three reasons for
assuming the same position: l)al+ds ecan refer
‘only to the immediatsly preceding subject, viz.
5 Ypro-1és 3 ) owime without some gualification
for the wife would be unintelligible; 3} cwvry
ig never used in the N.T. exeept foxr Christ on
God (Bph. p.166}s Un the last point Wesbteott
~is not entirely sure, saying that this passage
"ig doubbfud® {Wastestt, Mhe First Epistle of
- Joan™  pp.153,154; on. I John 4:14).
8. "While the rvie of the husband is in Bhe Lord,
' the wife is dound Lo obey; but the comnands of
" a hard, cruel, tyranniecel master who has no ge-
- speet to the will of God she has nc right to obey,

" ang that simply for the reason that such cbedience

' gould never be given to ithe husband as unbo Gogde"
Phis may all be true, bubt ia nobt stated by Paul.
Graham's forther sbatement is more to the point,
8The heudship of Christ is holy, loving and jusi,
and such should be the o
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In order to sense more aseurately the
mesning of ¥eaul's sdvice to wives, we shall study
into the conbribution of twe of the words in %?sm
passege, The first resds in our Baglish texts *he
in subjestion' (9) and is ﬁﬁ.ﬁﬁwzia&; The meaning
is carried doun fyom verse 2l. The scbive verd mesnas
‘%o put in mubjeetion' {10}, In the middle, therefove,
a8 1t is used here, it signifies 'Ho subjoet one's self,
to obey' (11},

| Paul uses the middle of this verb o
sugeeats

as The proper attitude of Chrigtians to
gonatitubed nuthopiiy.

Rome 1818+ o« bg in subjection,

only bogause of wralh, bt siso

not

TEE E E R E E - E R E TR W e I e

rule of the m&_- 3}}:‘%&&@& Loy the

Chureh, leads her in the %&il%m&% by his pre~
senee, and finslly makes hep the sherer of
nis glorys and ouch should be the conduet of
husbands to thelr wives 1f they expect ifrom
them the cbedicmee which the Chureh rendors
to Christ” (Grabem, Hphesisns, ».385).

Do WoTdeOwrBe %%am be the amﬂm@% form heye o

ﬁm in in keeplagz with the Engiish tronslation.

10e Srordeews Thayer, "to srrange under, t0 sub=
srdinate; Lo m‘%agwt, putb in m‘iz;&%im”

il. Thayer.
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i Folhe Be1Bs  Durw wﬁ%%@ %ﬁ :if»»

feupy net 55?&:%#; 16 Lk
tie, %&& %%s%s b0 Gl
£e Toe stbitude of yoonase Lo liog.

I Pete B:Be Yo younger, bg zuble

wits the dlders
ae The propey abbitude of wives bowerd
husbandss Besides thie Gphesion poge
phgs Laere are Lhree wiloh @%&%ﬁ*ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ

Lo the mennin

ke iﬁﬁw@* e%ﬁﬁ’ Ry 53@3 in @ X
to gour hugbeids, oo i £itbing ia

Be not blasphomeds
3 Puba @%& fdee Gle e go wives, Bg

e gour own bushb 4

ket even 1 sny chey net the wordy
gulned

thoy may wilhoud the vopd bo
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%@3 the behavior of thelr wivesy lew |
& behaviop soupled

iing your chesb
' with fengs

Zhia beings us te three definite wm&m

Y
\

slons rogspding the %@&?ﬁi euley seonlng of *m  * A '
sebjeebion', oe used in these varicus contoxte, |

in the first plece this advies Lo poge
isdve sl not segntives 1In all the 08 quoted,.
shere is not a single hint thot the eubjection ie
somebhing te be drendode MHor 16 1t hinted thet it
s sousluing to bo svelded ia relstionships where E
e Ghristien @tﬁw

that 4s possibles Dvesy onme ia th
unlty sed this abbitude sdviced in one op and
of thepe comnsobisnge 1% is tnevelove & preper

soognition of those who, e the seke of the ol

fdolent working ol the nome, ohureh, oF oLBSE B0
elal group, av
" and aubhoritys

 placed the higher in reaponsibile

%}% ﬁ%% g@{% s?. i

in Y gvesd pluos, e rosson % %@2@ of
sivicine sueh & poiloy of 1ife 3s nob theb theve
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ig danger in refuming to 6o go, bub pather thag

4% 4o wisht zo o &0, "Hot only beccuss of wrath!

{Rom. 18318}, showe thed thoy wepe not ignorant of
what the remdte of lyswhosdinetion odobs o Bul

that nodnt in nob cupbasised nor consldoredl gude

fhetents The ivostie goum on b Lhe vessos Yo
acneoleneet moke's In I Petor 2300, thw revaon is
Yior the Lord'z o |

Ity

. advices wiven 40

thun, thopefove, Paul
e in subjegtlon

o thelr mebonds, he doeg 1% on

the bomle thet this lo vight dn the very natupe of

the home pelobionanipss T0 whot oxfond The poote
priety of soncidering the hoshand as the hesld of
ihe wife, one to whon she ohouwlid Bo subleet, wow

& ppoduet of the cusbune of 1be day, 11 Lo sot our

duly o aseortoins Foul glves eulflsiont ludioae

&

Siome that 2o fu nob bowwd By dne sosisl condouoctk

52 hie tioee. Yistuslly svory werse of thic hops
tobory poption of the Zulells besve wibneos o
thet foebe Ceoptein It la, thsd Paul Lhought of

the man oo $he ous praperly (4%%ed $o aivest the
Life snd sebivitics of the hongs Tnldo slrouse
sie S4ving oobebiinke

mest of the faally, Sbat the sen should be theud

sbanee vey & pact of Lhe w
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% o the Chuzgie

of the wife, oven s CGhedal is s

The basis of thls elvice, is Lo bo found,
sherelore, im the fuel thoet 4% i siond from the
fe and oxsamyle of Oheist,
verhaps 1% cunuoh be better sumerised shen in the

viowpoint of the somens

fotonnian posuage (5118), "Wives, be in subjechion

v

te your ansbonde,

oot the 1des of subjeation Imvolves a

s
E o

pesl puprone, sl 15 not 8 nere fovm, 45 bowva out
in Lh990 peaosgeB. Dhe sognmept In Homena 181 Je8
is bheb subjestlon o the g ghor sousest i dfop
the perpose of srometing good workss “For he 48
a ministor of God to thee for goods’ Wids du s
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part of B
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e

whom hopoue™ fve¥le Likewise, i Peter'y oplondid
gbatenunt on ihe pelation of viven Yo mubonds, e

parpose Lg plven, nemoly, thub ohey By ehunte bow
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in the visw of duily livins uxd 1z the lops fine

view, thooo who have been iaetruebed by rPsul wiil
Bo able %o Bee Jop bhomsslvess

The ciher werd whost meanling in thie
I%

and, fo Chazisl 6n Whe heed of the Chusghe o hnve
%Efm&zs;‘ ik ! notien of the stotement (1:83)
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of Chrded to Gl oo b

tyn pbotenant on 4

I sni oy Fathep a0 nng.  Jobm 10300,
L post work the worike of Hie ¢

fille sk Didse

The wesldehip of Ohrlet over men 1o bosed
likewise in & twoe-Dold view of thelir pelotionchips
Ghrigt geve Himeeld for pen'c redompllons Hag,

dy do wndiled wpon
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~whet will, affer all, furnish the best answer to
those gquestions, namely, an applieation of the - 1/
pringiple of love to the relation of hﬁsban§>%é

wifee ' ‘ ﬁ“;

iy

Ve are nov in better pﬁﬁitiﬁﬂ43V$ﬁ thaai‘
before to view the real bearing of this passage on
~the meaning of the marrisge compact. It is &

rifle hevrd for uws to sense Peul's sublinme treat-
ment of thie subjeet while the central ides is
submisgion. Bub when we see that the whole inter-
pretation of home dutles is on the basis of lovs,
then we szre able Lo =mee that the idesl is high and
worthys This is no él&wf@ghi@maﬁ custom which our
modera day hes oubgrown. It is » concepb of love
and merrizge that never can be reached sp fully
that there is no longer room for growth. For the
nead of bthe home to shrive ever aflter the dephth of
love with whicn Christ loved the Chureh and for

the wife to yespond with &11331&&6@ as the Churgh
to Christ will lead both of them, and thelr neighbors
as well, to finer Christian living and %o 2 closer walk

with God.

To attemnt to defline or express in words.
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love o it 1o shown here 10 ioppely Lo
’ maelf up' (86). 1t 48 onc thins %o
pay that Chviot loved the g&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘%ﬁ% hafl be nod
put that Llove indo aobiom, 4% wo not have brough
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He thet proavdels Tho love of Ghrist von monle
Fested in shat Mo gove Bluwesdd, TDven oo, tlus
%m sen oot (84) te love tholr own wiveas” The
wepd Toushtt fe prinesily useld am fowe?, eu in
Babte 10388, Tes one of nln fellovesupvants who
HEET esses ORpANgG, Fay
she”  The cogmebe forme curpy the ides
. Yaebsor' (86)s The iden

<% of Tmust' (89 s et

oped bim 8 nundred enilill

whet theu pp
of acbts 'aebt® {28),
ie detingulched from 4
Yruot? fmplics on obligabion
esce, vhile Tousht' refevs to an ebligation on

5 the noture of the

whieh ¢he vreditor hue o Srener aoym, "dgne
520y Undeh denignntos more Phe neeensily, vhlle

i mored obligotiony Se¢
She nosesnily, “he puoly 5;06'0\@ wbat is olafmed op

bpeldo gepotes the pereen

The Cheintion mas, therefore, io under
tidgetion theoug

w the maroioge

wotspnehy bo loye hio vwife ss bis oun Lolys I S8
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Bla émmy; "Loxicon of How Teotomont Greek”, p.008,
Thoyope %ﬁ’ﬁmmﬁé@& by oo infinitive, %o be under
@&E .m@ima# by duty or nocosnliiy, to do
somethings 4% bohwovesn ong, oae cushiy used
thun of & neconsliy &&g@ﬁm& eithey by lew ond
duty, o %;g rongon, or by the Gloes, or ‘%ﬁ* the
aatury of the moiber wles @@m.mm%ﬁi%&a
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& duby, an &iig«%i&@ﬁ whieh the wife nay oloin as
hep dues Thiz 18 to $A0SC WG NO0d the commsda
The idesl is tued the leve be glven fpeuly and
with Joy, omd without the neepasity of gonmmand.

The sort of love moant hore is del'ined

by the phrese 'as their cun bodles' (89)e= 'as I

ing eppontielly & part of thomselves.” 7Zals in vaolly

more sod more sobliise thon bhe alsy

ay ebuge thet whioh is ble own, though
muelfs 1 48 wion the reslizes
sotos that pan and wite are contizely cne, that

A6 idon of posos
saaione 4 man
he woudd nob hees Bl
tion

they belong %o cach sither, not s povseasions, bub

ae the fiesh of o single hody, that csoh beging $o
velug The obher fully. ¥he mon then reclison thad white
gyey holps hio wifte, helps bobhy whulever injures the
wife brisge mutual habne sham shutey sho 16esl of
this rolationsiip, "Thelr wnlon is the most nevieet

2 tualn, Lut one
fivehy ond the sore this is reslized, Lhe happler

s thors

HGown dpon oopth, for Bhoy ave no loag
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the murried Life must Be." "On the one hund
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48 power, authoriby, proteotion =ud leve; on the
other, meskness, gontlenese, guiet cbedlience, wine
ning affeotion; and these two, meoting snd mingling
in the femily eirvele, mubuslly 1imit, counteraed
¢ mugtais mg other, ag the cose mey be." (40).

4 men, vather than hating {(41) his own
body, nourishes (42) 1% epd fosters (48) 4%, The
idea of ‘nourish' ie to bring te full growbh, or
madurity, 1% is the vword used in 634 regerding
the upebringing of children. The primary ides of
*foster! or 'oherish' im to keep warm, thevefore,
to protest. Por exemple, I Thess. 2:7, "Bub ve

were gentle among you, oven a8 & nurse ghept

her ohildren.” Uhe twoeiold purpose of the husband
for his body us sompleted by merriage, is growth
So the fulfiliment of life, end bender, proieching

518 (g Y

e description of the man and wife ag

W e A e e e T R R W R R T W W W
40, Graham, Pp.305,3094. %13& /u.ur{/ g ,
%& t‘zkvdé‘l(’El * 4 2 ptly 9&()77’2‘(,
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fone fiesh' {44} coocuvs & mumber of tises, wheye
i1 ie quoted feom Ceneeis 2124 {45)s ‘Flosh! ses
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ilesyns bis love frem the Leve of Uhrist, a0 the
hushbend and wife learn the clogeness and vonlity
of thely selationshin fvom fhe velationshiy of

Ghwiat g ‘é;; 103 GiImreh.
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ther thdg implies fnfund paplism in mf»% aaEly

i ﬂ%mg Thevs In oo senad that ook szisted,
and tade werse is Mﬁ’%ﬁéﬁﬁ.@’ x&@ﬁ moant for pupe
surt or denisl of thy auatoms  Tho meuning is
the same in either cees, 5o fw a3 the prolew
taon of duby to the infivenoe of Chriets

Sara i ey un Lo whoe




 jul dubies and rosponeibilities. sloo, 40 4o thed
obediones whioh honors the father wnd mebaex {H4),
e m%mm wideh resulbs Lrom the hoaor ia whloh

the porents wre holds

Be Zho ?&?ﬁﬁﬁ@*:xgﬁg of Inph

Poocivar. SRR gor o

Phe aducnition to fathers beglss with &
1, fpeovoke not your ehildren

negotive conman
%g %@&%&’ {881 This &@ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%g 18 & warning o~

ma% nepeh ond & sf %wmgsm%; whether in ome
asobionsg

i%ﬁ? work op m &iﬁ%ﬁ iim. Lhus, when
ﬁ;g@%%% to i‘amﬁm,; :“ Foand, @%ﬁ%ﬁg she mw&w
wnioh he hoo uesd G
%ﬁiﬁg in wnieh vhay %x@ %%3;*% to orys "Thoey uro
ot o exeity the %}ég\sﬁ_ yawig@m 6f thelr e¢hildpen
by %&ﬁmmwg iﬁé%‘%&@ﬁ; mﬁiﬁ&iwﬁ 0P auressone

‘g&iﬁfﬁﬁ; and pegbions the

shle sxereise of &@%&Wﬁ;ﬁ‘ {56is

The word ‘nurture’ (67) hes siresdy been
If’; ghown {58) %o mean "o nourish er bring to mabupe

' w»*a*awwﬁwf&#mnmﬁmﬁuwwgﬂadzwﬁ*
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C4twe® The lmportant consideration is not, however,
4hat the ohild ba brought up, but thet he be
broucht up in the Yohesteaine {69) s9d admonition
{60) of the Lord.®

l%ﬁﬁ,ﬁ%&&iﬁﬁ af this @&@%&%ﬁ ig very ofe
equstoly stated by Findley. "'Diaipline and ade
monidion' are distinsuished B sositive ond
- bive terms. The Zirat i the “training up of the
ehill in bhe woy thet he should ge'; the sepond
phegks and hﬁi&ﬁ% pim baek from the veys in which
he showid not so. The former wopd (61le- denoting

5o gigﬁ&ii@ﬁ very often

*@mmmmmﬁ’ $ bub :i%} bas @ wﬁ.ﬁ%ﬁ‘* genge, ambroe=
ing inviruelticr bosiden. 1% immm@ tne whole
gourge of tpalsing by whleh the boy is reazed into
o mans Sdmonition is & Mim move fosdlisy word
with 8ts Faul. It sy s}a pesyont beuping upon o
popg bo the pasti or Lt mey be werning, that peimbs
sub dengers lying in bhe folures Pobh thoso oepw
viees parenta owe Lo their shildren, ® {62).
uﬁnnﬁqm&ﬂp wﬂ«_wm**ﬁa%wumm ﬁmmﬁ
B%s T Seir «  Thayerw "The whol@ training ond edus
gotion of ehilaren {(whish relstes to the oulw=
%i?@%kﬁﬁ of pind and w&m&m prdl employs Lo
5 this purpose now commands and sa&?zfz@:@i%:&.@m, BOH
m&‘:ﬁ and punishmentle Gees Trouch, Synes B
&8s wvocoi'x * v &},g ’7af|}£l<v #

68s Findiay, ns585. ‘




The oomwend t0 servints 18 She sume In
coneral 88 thst to ghlldren, bub 15 expleined such
mors in detail. The importens ccnslderabions sve
$wo, nomely, Shod Side obedlense {henviog with
sobing) is 3o bo in keoping with their relodlon e
heiot and Ghet $t 40 to ascomplish the will of

%ﬁﬁ yﬁg&gﬁ, tap vnte Chedst' (68) glives

0 %ﬁ%@ t¢ thoss vhe s their lovds ’%ﬁ&@ﬁﬁéﬁg‘%a
the flesh' (64)e The 11358
mestere Lo, sesopding to Heule, "With the ime
piled thought that they were not the maaters of
thelr hondemen's eplirdts, sud that the bondmen were
remeslves, spleituslly, she slsves of Chrdob. {68l
Yohey your &&ﬁ%@ﬁ%* g Linited by Lbe DlEGEes ¥w§%ﬁ‘
feur and trembling, ¥ ond "in sisglesess of hewrtls
he phrpee with four ond trewbling® (66) 1o o

B phenee veed of

014 Testunent expresgion, used of the Dvar of anle

mal orentdon fop @&ﬁ,ﬁg' of the fesy in whish the

#wwmmwwu*m%m%ﬂi&wﬁw«:*#ﬂm**&
68y ws T fowTy G T°‘5 ""(T‘( 0“‘7”"“’ Wf’o"t

65y %ﬁﬁ%@t eddTe 66 /ueTﬂ( qnzéou Kl 1/‘00/401/0



ys 1%

Civ Yueod Lo desorily the anrlely of e whie dige

Sruale Bio obilily complebely to mest A0 reguives
megbs, bub veligiously i‘%@%ﬁ his uimost Lo Duliid

his duty®s ‘Jinglences of your hearte' (€8] refers ‘

enomlos of Taprael bold hey {67} Tasywr o9

%o & simple, sincere hanesty in one's attitude.

© Phis laabt virtus of singepity i D
dovelioped in f‘%;éw words Yaot in the wey of eyeservice
as monpicsaers' {6%)e The word eyessrvicu is the
same oombination iw $he Greek that 1% is in the
The fmpliontiosn Lz that there is o duby

Cbmat 1ios desper dhan iat whleh shows on Lho sude
faose T momsniosgers? 1o showa B bBs in direod
a0 unbe Sheiots

sppoaibion bo ke 4des of working
The very é‘:{iﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ#% gtunderd ¢ the siasves, 0
roject the sesvice 40 please mbn, uhieh leads to
insincerdty, and o serve in & way tnat would be

asgeepbable unte Cheint.

Fpom the injunebic :a Lo serve aa unbe

.“wwwmmw)mwm mwwnwmwmwwﬁwmaﬁ«
67 @l’i&@‘ﬁét iﬁﬁahﬁiwg BZelb :3‘,{95 Doube iﬁ*%h%ﬁ.sﬁﬁ}ﬂ
68y 20 IWNoThT THS Ho{péﬁ;{; U/mes

5%, O!VQ(OWT&/E oK



ﬁmﬁﬁ%; SUEag %&3& 4 rEhey &"i‘%v abion Lo %@% Yan

sepvents of Sheist dodnyg

: She will of Sode’ The
will of Ged hue alresdy betn meniloned (Ghapell,
showing 1t to be thet which God hee determined om
for tﬁ% world oy for man, efe. Hewre it is theught
of s spoeifiesily, the will of God For mervents,
or thelr nspd 1n it an considered merc guntrellYe
The phrases Tfrom vhe moud (Y0, sefesclsg fo dow
; the w1l ol God, and fuith gued w2t {71},
sefersing So 'delug sesvies', give the spirdd vikh
s de T bo donu.

o
£

whdeh ths work of sorva

e question of the ¢lhies of lhe iﬁgﬁim
vabion of davery was not palsed by Foud olthowp
with the sepveuby or Lhe nusborss Mo cvidently,
L7 be thowsht of 1t abolishment, suw i3 ae & pres
gegs of the woerking of she apirit of the Loyd im
%@ﬁ&-%&&?&,ﬁﬁﬁ e
sonaldoped theb the insSitutien oould be mede

Pere 1% ie poapille that bhe

ageney 1op goud, AT @ﬁ%@ alave snd masier were in
ginserity seeking fey that goeds It 48 Zeir te

ooy, however, that Chelstisnity paved the may fop
the witinobe dewnlall ﬁﬁ bhe ontive pysbem. "Tue

‘Wﬁﬁwﬁﬁw%*&uﬁﬂmmm%ﬂ”mwmm”ww

FO» £K ‘#"){Hfu | Pie /u,r £UVO(O(5



Bible method of dealing with thds and aimllar ine
'ﬁﬁiﬁuﬁiaﬁﬁ 18 to enforee on all someerned the
greeat principles ok 'mﬁzf’&l mg@mimm aesured
that those prineiples, Af ollowed free soope, will
pub an end to 51l aﬁ£l$ %ﬁ%& gg the politienl and

sogdal relations of wsen® {78),

Fo Zhe Loxda « Jolng the 'Samg Thines'

Befope God, the Eﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁ‘%ﬁﬂ mauter
hag no more honor, ne less duby, thag thet of the
glave. ©he masters are oLld to do 'the same
tiadogs’ (73) o the servanta. This will ald us
in seeing the prineizles of cosdued in fhese verses
for both the servoabs sud bhe mssbers. Phey surely
'%iik insiude fhe Leilowing!

1. Giving each his Just dues
Bs Aoting with sincerily of neards
+ Topking to please Cnrist, nct mens

ot

L&

ing bthe will of God the stendaprd.
Ge Working with good will, pubbting ene's
moul into oue's duties.

With this view of the soclal standards

e e R A e R e A SRER R WSS W SRR BN W A e M S M WG N R e

78s Holze, D867 Y8s ™ ity . 7;?‘\05 AUTO0S »
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whieh Pevl gate up for redesned scolety, we upe
now enubled to see the svest prineipies ubieh wil)

guida the Chrdstlan in &3 Mesrelationanipss  The

gtanierd of simisslon anplien, nedt 4o She wile
paily, Bus o m1T whe amy
itys Oulding nod o

bughand only Yo everalog, but for any who e in

peloblon

hipg whewe love ia astuersl anl saps of
the weaker negesoury. 50 1% 1o with 231 of thoes
gtordards, thet walle euab one is applied prinavie

:g,;? Bin 8 given pol

R e o i A% %o ® e B e % @ v e
mles of Chedetisa 1iving

& )"):‘

deor fnto the o

1iPn. " The arincinicy poveslnd w9l
5 B SELL z G ER

Thn %:m*im;:m will reoosplizg the cue who
te over nim in wny respest, snd swbelt to hoae
whe hove the rishd v goalrol. Mo will give Goke
sideration to she sishte snd oelvileges of otherse,
retheg than prese his owa elsics. fe will give
serviee, §f thet is nis leb, with good wi1d and

from the souls
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- AEE &m«awwm

e Cawlevisn “&ﬁ%ﬁﬁl%iﬁ&l@:& by Yor thers
i ”’éﬁtfgmﬁi} gt o sk od the 2ix troabionte of
domentie pelablionabiogs Fordlenlozdly Je 4% omnhae
giged with ragard to those who are s suthoritys
The mashand ig swpeed 0 veosvrnlse nis duly 0 soge
for his wife 68 his own bofys Lhe fother nas foe
prEBges upus him bis pesponsibility fop the :ﬁwmm
¢ bhe endlés Servants sad masters sre wysd o
Fosngniee thelr futles o pash obhess The Christian
iz undsr mossdl 6bligation to take the mesns ab his

Sigpontd to cepve bhe iﬂ»i‘*“ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ% o his fellow none

U aave auea whel wwipose 28 loavolved

ks

33 hhe submission 97 tae wife b0 She ausband, by

soardaon with paBunsss in obkey Buigtles which

. @‘EX’
Yreak of he suse gubjevhe lo the vuss of the

mugbend, love ig shown b0 asve she purpese of bew

neiit, net oy Lo the kwi,:ﬁ‘% bus to the Wo who
haye beoows ong. Yhe PEpOss of the futher L9 She
fali moowtn o %z,m oniid in ‘Uhe surbure and sdngs
nition of the Lowds' “here are fou things whish
ghve dynsmie snd control to 1ife 88 4ves & wolle
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ganeelvad and fivedy |

Life stfegts Shriat

Tha

s pulded by the fnet thet
his aptisny ave viewed not only op sordh, bt alpo
in the presdace of Chrlat ond the ¥othops hel one
doss to the muabund, wifs, Iather, mi“‘a&, sasbore
gervantes 151 us inslude the peishbor s Gmplogsm,

gmuloyon, hoder, pulloomniy, e BB 4

slonifionnge tha abed Zor In the
mepaly homan oxpset ol Lhe sises The e m‘»mgsgg
is in that what is done $o men 4 doxe bo Chprist.
This view bhes done muweh Lo bebeg cbhoul plobleougs
peag in soelebys

“Ianspuel 88 ye hove done 1t unbto ong

3

the lesawt ol thene ny bLrebaren, gyo

have dons 1% wmbo o ®

That she Thedatisn have rales of gonduub
i¢ helpial, bub luns “3&33%@3’&@; 1% 12 uegesaapy

tat Sheistinm have an oxenmylho

Ho nigher oxumple
esn be found thanm Ghatn *:%ﬁ Onpins ond of Gods In
tele poasage, both are glven oo csmplow of i

kisd of conduod thad io belns discusspods Josus
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Christ geve tho suprems demonstration of love.

The exereise of love in the practisel metters of
1ise follows the manner of Christ's love fo» the
Churahs The astitude of perfset Justise is shown
by God, wiw is 20 respucter of persons. Vhile the
Christian Will slusye coafess bls 1nability to ate
tain unbo 8 brus and Full indtebion of the m@iﬁa
exemple, it is for hls good thet he tehe tine bighe

g8t ag his goode

fne csa esuily goe in dhoeue priseiples
the leovon hed worked in scaledy for its relessge
frou the bondege of Fleshly lust, unfeithivluess
to fanily tles, slevery, and 211 the forms of evil
wiioh engluved the unregenerate wewéy of that

dsys

"ihey leve &izkﬁéﬂ§~ﬁﬁ& ere perosseubed.
by ali. They are wnbknown and confermnod; they vre
put to feath, tnd resbored Lo 1ife. They are poor,
yeb meke many wich; they ere in leck of all thives,
auf yob abound ix ell; they sre dishonoured, and
yet in Gheir very dlshoncny are glorified. They
BUS 3?.:.}, gpoken of, end yob aro juetifield; bthey ure

roviled, aud Lless; thsy urg imvulbed, anl repay



pundsied, they rojeicee

Jobwd e evileg
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hnte thom ave w

Pop their hates" {(¥dle
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CHAPEER ¥

"always 1% i the stalwert teachings of
the Ohristien revelstion, the doctrine of the
grosg, which Justify the high morslity of the
Christian diseipline. Our religion is not simply
tmoral ity touched with emotion® but mmli@g glo=
rified by faith® {1).

“The minister who is sifiply en interene
ting exponent of moral velues and explainer of mopre
al righte and duties, however choice his langusge
and however earnest his sppeal, is very apt to de-
generate into a plessent peddler of platitudes,

The minister who, in prayer and faith and passsions
ate longing for t_he wisdom of God's revealing
Spirit, has come into commanion with the desp things
of the gospel desls with all movel questions in
such enlightening &nd pregnsnt fashion that peo-
ple see f:i:faaziﬁ' gignificance and follow their ocome
mande and warnings in the full glory of the divine
imperative, Theology tranefiguepss ethies.” (1),

1. Austen Zennedy Te Blois, "Some Problems of the
Hodern Hinlster”, Doran, H.Y., 1988, pp.5B,B%.



1D A

These sontenses fron v, ¢ Blois sugw
gent the wmothod of Paul ia his trentuent of domese
tie zolaticons, Ve have aiready soen {Ohup. I11)
thet Faul @%ﬁ?ﬁ@%ﬁ)%hﬁ way for ethionl insiruetion
by showing whot fod bad done for His wwople, IHow,
in his inetreetions as to how ithe %ﬁﬁﬁkﬁﬁﬁ bushand,
parent and ouild, waeter snd servent should aob
towerd ench other, Paul recells thoge things thet
ohrist hed dons. Thove are %&ﬁr%&ﬁﬁﬁfdfv'ﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁw

tione

In this trestment of family relstionships,
we see that “Sheology tremniigures ethics® in four

K 8

ragpeets, 1% soepves ap the baeis ofy
L. Appeul to Henson,
s Apponl of Bsmple.
e Appenl
é4s Appeal of fgoountablility,

A The Appenl to Hesson.

[

Ghrigtian ethics
an abiding held on peorle, never hove trancformed
the 1ife of the world s they beve, hed they not
beon fully Justified from the atandpoint of vess
Zhe

would never hwve f8ken

e

amotionsd eppesl of religlon is elrong sod has




B B i

by »ight 2 large pisce In tho nethed of evangelisge
- %ic and ethienl prenching. Yowever, the sticring
of the emotion, unless 1% hes 2 resl, subsiential
basis, will never be sufficient for the bullding
¢f the Ringdom of Gode The strongth of Christisn
o faot that the foundation

othies iﬁ enhanped by th
is on the s0lid modk of ressong, more then sufe
ficient to Justlily the dewande made. %The ressons
adducel here sre: 1) thet tho men is bead of the
womnn, 2) thet mon and wife sre one flesh, and B)
thet chedlence ls pipht,

2 of bhe Han 28 Head

The reagen giveon that the women ghould
be submissive %o the bhusband, is, "veosuse {8) the
an i hesd of %ho woman' {3). his is the av-

gasent from the recognition due the other pErEON.
Peul mskes no suggestion that such repognition is
o be baped on sny comperisen., This attitude will
farnish o besis for solivn wh
ship iavolveds Wnatever we soa, ag ‘children of
the 11ght? (4}, to be due to suother, $het 1t is

astover tho relstions

2s Frce oy be declarative, 'that' [including the
recitabive use), or csusel,” "Doevuse’. The lote
ter 8 obviously the use hore. ‘

Be pepape D08 Pe 6, 4s Zph. 038,
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pur duby to givs, whother 1% be in service, love,
obedience, justive, kindnews, or, perbeps, in ofe
terial goods., Lot us m@wm, éfw an applion-
tlon of this idee %o these domentie situntions,
Zowsns 1519, "iender to sll their dues: subjection
%o whom a&%éﬁé%@ﬁ ia %mi, love %ﬁ winm love, O=
bedience to whom obedionocy, ssz:w%w o whon nur-
ture, serviee %o whom servies, Juntl ige to whon
Justice.”

turg of the Marrisge Covemant

*Let us thorefore roverenily remenbey

. that God has eatablisbed snd senctified marriage,
ﬁw the wolfare and happiness of wonkind® (B}. It
{8 on this baels that 5t. Poul argues his caso for
love of busbend t¢ wife.

The referonce of the phrass *iop this
%ﬁ%@*‘:ﬁg@? e to the lwmsedisdely preceding clause,
tfor we are members of His body' (8}, %o the G-
nigue conpexion ¢f the husbend and the wife' {7},
or to Gon. L:188,85, the statement thnt the
is of the flesh of tho wan {8). Hiicott takes

5@ z?’%i% i‘iﬁ%w a?ﬁ%& for %&@ %ﬁlﬁ?%ﬁi@ﬁ@i&ﬁ z&ﬁ %ﬁ%w
visge”, Book of Coumon Yormhln.

£ 4bDott, "Beoesuse & pon is to love his wife na
Uhpint '%%@@ Gmareh,” p.di¥V3,

?Q a%ﬁ@%’%@g %Qi&%ﬁ Eﬁ :ﬁ%i%%ﬁg %?Q %%ﬁ



the latier view, | a%ill preservisg the natursi use
of thig comueoilng phwass in Lhe pOGBEEG. #3it ean
goareely be deubled 1t this verse is nothing |
more than o fres eitotion from Cenewps éﬁf%, <
$aking the place of fvexe Ve %%f%ﬁ roforeing %o the

pane fagh,~- the derivetion of woman from man,
which ie elesrly presupposed in the alluelons of
var, 307 {9). Pindlay veens to Lind the reference
more %i%@m %o the ;g;:s%ﬁeaﬁﬁng varae, and gegonw
garily to Genesis, when he eage, "Il {dvTl TolTou)
is not, sbriotly spesking, *on asoount of thiat;
5ut *in seeordence with this' {10). In & footmote
he sdds, "5%, Paul changes the vekey Tolrov [13)
of the w&gim to v Tobrov, whioh gonveys the
ides thet msrrisge hez ite counterpert in the faet

that we are smembers of Christ,”

The eutive appunent is based on the es-

gumption thai merrisge Lag beon lngtituted by God,

Fot enly se, but fod 33&%; mede warrisge like the
union of oheist snd the Thuroh. Therefore, one
earnnot enter the velaticnship sincerely withoul ae-

MR ae W W ER AR W BB R WK B MBS A B MR WE e W MR MR BE AR RR e

9y Fiicott, pe. 188,
10, g’%@g ??#ﬁ?é;%sﬁ?&
1le fvenev wodrou, 'for thie esuse’ as used in the

phne gsuotatien in Bt. 190:8.
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genting the stendupds which sre in the moturs of the

ingtitution. ©hls argusent i rether baple with

reghrd to one's pelation to any institutlon,

e

gan orly avold the responsibiiidty that

mamborghtiiy ia & group, Y remsining cuipide the

groups Faul peons, indecd
with ropm

to remain

Howover, ovponlog

5

oue nacopbe o

tanity in izus loving aund eharishing

the wife, Vhen father, he wuet folke
up & fatherts dutisg, the nuriurs of the ahilld.

tords and slaves should kaow thet the trus weaning

of their work ip
the form {18} of

of suffering and

18, /J_o,oym
& ey
&if% Enig /—{0
G:l0w3l},

w%:%mﬁf




pocounsabiiliy, The Ghureh end sll its true work
ig eoteblisked by Chried {14}, Phe "sowors thad
indd of God® {18}, %@@ﬁ?@iﬁ@ te the

ba are oxdu
THAESOES Wa ATe 1Ow @s@é ving, the home 12 satube
lished by God, ané a1l of ite interoourse there-
fare publeot o divine %we%ﬁ%@m Phe ralaution of
the Chrigtisn Yo Ble uaighbor g regulnied by the
inw of God (L6). Post, 1F not 421, of the rels~
tione of 1ife £l undey one or ancther of these
glagses, JIu oseh opse, the Jhelptlsn is nod @ﬁm
to recopnlze that thess thinge are oo, but %o 30D

duot himgel? in secordonas with thel pealizstion.

{STraios §

Ghildren are givan the very vimple snd
straighitforverd ressen for the injusotion %o ohey
tholyr poronts, that "this is right® (A¥}. Paul
Mﬁé%‘%é{z the word :i%*‘m{% frightt {16} waia%; pxprenged
gaad

ezmotly the ider he bad in wing, from a2t 1

W A SR S R 6B Nh e e B sE e e W e NS MR B Mo W &k om0 W 9

if. Hatb. 18:18; 1 Oor, 42055 I Time S:1-1030phe4:T=16.

18, %}@?33; 351 3.“?§ I Pet, 8:35,14.

18, Hntte 19119 %#ﬁ%b Botle &3:5@3«1@; '

1% TO‘UTO r‘/ Zo-TcV X\’K{@(‘LOV S g” iv onassli. ngxaxu
*%o sentonces in which sougthing 1s somménded
ar W@miﬁéw, jo snneRes Hhe roagon why the

, %&%3%’ puigt elthey be Jdone o2 syoided.”
18, SlKvios o




158

$hree gyronyme sy one of whieh would hove suggegw
tod that the votion wag mopslly good {19). %o be
Ypipht? in the seree of th s phasege is Yo ii%e in
with the law thad oonlrols the setier under

keoping

diseussion. This lIsw moy be the lsw of o soolely.
1%t might be “divine »nd bupan lews® {80). vhesn She
neuter i ’%‘ii:é&&g us in this cess, the law lg cone

sidered that of "duby' by Thayer {(81).

Phis ides of duty, thersfore, sgrees
elosely with ¥aalte "estegoriesl lsmperative®, His
ﬁ%ﬁ%%&% will 9id us to seo the sppliention of
this polint, "Pimily, there 1s un imperative which
dlately, without

sormenda & certain confuct Sume
iammgg as its eonditicn any other purpose fo Le

atisined by 1%. 7Thio ifaperatlve lv (alegoriend
It concerns not the matter of the sobion, or ils
intended pesuits, bul its form exd %ﬁaﬁ%iﬁi%ﬁ%&%@ of

e B W M WM AR R W R W RY BB M G R RN 9B a0 W W AR e B W S 0B

189, Kahds = Bhe good foom the atendpolat of 4ne
@%&@%imi dparPds = the espentislly good o
%&%’@8 (Koaos « opplag the commanie of
s {Theye 1 these wordsl. Thapay w%@
%@w@wﬁﬁ %a:s %‘;?ﬁ@ effapt that "in %%3@ eTe the
fare *righteous? %m@ rofevense vather 0 8
sovennnt Gnd So one’p velation %o o popitive
standesrd; b is  would empress the sboolabe
 idos of mernl govdness.”
& ﬂi@ﬁyfﬁm
£l "That ehioh popard for Suly desands, what m
;gsi%ga% ’ﬁ
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%ﬁiaﬁ% it is itgelf n mﬁﬁt&%; and vint is esseubiale
| 1y good in it consists in ©the wontel disposition,
1et tho conseaquence %@ whas i% meye This invera=
%ive may bo eslled thal ,ﬁé.%ﬁmﬁxﬁ% |

“Thove is but one estegoricnl imperative,
pasely this: Aot only on that exdm whereby thou
ganet % The sanw Bime will thet it should baoone

2 universal low.” {88},

This "entemorienl lmperstive” Xent dovele
ops into two prectissl imperatives, which aleo ep=
ply to our problem {881 1)%4et as if the maxim of
thy action were to becoms by thy will & Universel
Lew of Hoture, and B} so eob 8s to trest humenity,

whother in thine own person or in thet of suy olher,

in every cune ap an end withel, nover 28 & netng
E«%@fﬁ«?ﬁ 4

" e s o Wak bo live by law,
Actbing $he law we Live by wiilous fesr,
snd, bocouse pight 1§ Fight, to follow right
dope wisdom in the scoru of {ﬁammfw%@ﬁ {84},

ﬂmmmwmw%mmmmﬂﬁwmmmm‘w«wvwmw

22, Immmuel Zentws I.0 4Dbo¥L's trameletion of
fhafi% ”mm& Fhilogophy™, *%; nhed in "An Anthol-
ogy of Hodarn vhﬁ%@%% By Det. Robinson,
%ﬁ‘@%@&:&ﬁ &égfvg :%wi?ﬁ%gw Z?a& .

£8, Ibe DpadBE, 498,

24, Tennypon,"Oonong”.
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1f wne oeds in ihis "right ls pight" the
et thet our Hesvenly Sather hee mede 10 80, snd
1€ the further fuol lo recognined ths% the true
gresp of »ight 48 throuph the avekened ecnsoience
of the redeeund nan, then ve sre viewing “right™

a8 Peul weosnt 1% bere. This, then, 18 the R DL -

ity glozrified by faith,” of whish yw e Blols

srolia.

Zhe ohidld hes booonms, through Panl's ine
struetion, an llustration of thet "morsl isw withe
in® whioh 18 the witluste gulds in mﬁﬁy ol tho
kigﬁﬁy desisions of 1ife,. Hooppy i the son el
xeops bis congolencs sennlifive Yo ehoose the right

and ketpes bis wiil alive fo 4o 1%,

§L ZBoupie.

e Zhe Appesd

*Panl soupht to sopuge Tighi sooinl ve=
latlons amf@ﬁ@ wagin of initabion: kindnesu, tene
derhenrtedusss, Jopgivoncns, love, Bod in Cheist
the sepvent %ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ [8bi. f4be direct use of %ﬁiﬂ
wotind in the 0s &g@ wiih whieh we are @ﬁ%&i%ﬁ ig
in twe verson: ve04, “hul ne the Churoh 1z in sube
Jsotion bo Ohrist, 8o 4hg women ko their hushends
fn 81l thingsi® v.B6, "aven 85 @k@i&% 5180 aﬁvﬁﬁ
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the Ompoh and geve Hisaalf? up on her bemalf,®
The sxbnoles lo in Sho Uiret onee o divingly aggw
podnted 1as3itullion, nnd in ths oecond the Christ
Himeald, We willl investipste TuFlber into the
%%@&}é’iﬁ ¢f thenes, ng Jurnlehing uve ingtruelbion ag

o the applicailon of (his maethod,

The exauple chusen by Paul wos the highe
eut in avery wnyy  tho Pergon - $hs Thrisd: the
attituds - uil fmmm love: Lhe demonmbration -
‘*g&w Biegsl? over'to desth; the pwmose - the

sanetificntion of the Churel. Suredly, heve is a
suffictent idsel for tho Christisn to follow, one
whioh ealls for more then ibe bHest he onn see in

hingolle

It is fmporiant that these sopects of
the Christ ong Ble work be nold before Ohristian
seople, in view of the feet that ihe hiszher type
of initatisn 18 woluntery, and, thovefore, pubject
%o the laws of lesrning and of hebis mw%ﬁﬁmaﬁ%ﬁh

gm@ﬁ Elgms \%1& ‘i* ‘“‘““3@?& o 2’2@{1"*‘“ ﬁsf wa y%ﬁmi‘* fg‘n’fﬁ‘«’*
York, 19Eb, 2{3&3«1&&;

B Acooriing fo Horswaprthy and g«gm%ig% voluntary
initedion in @mwwﬁ% and built wp Just as any
othor habite sre lesened.” "The y?&g&%@iﬁﬁ*ﬁ? of

Shildhood”, p.72.
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Thomes a Hempis, m‘g@;aﬁm@ Shiv sane

pasoning, though his appllestion 3o 1ove rogtrice
$ad then et of Faul, His ;‘%ﬁ%, which =0uid be

indludad in Pacd's idee of "Living gserifice” {(87),

thet men glves bimeelf to God la religiows obe

im
%@Mmm&@; Pl voveslis the isrger truth thet the

fnitation of Cheist includes the Wilding of (hwigs
tian gogial relniions. The words of Thomns rafere

pad Yo npre besublifyl, Jervent and sugpentive:

B0 Han, as I 414 offeor myseld and ay
Peseewill anbo God ny inther, my lBnds spread on the
aross, snd By Wwdy naked fov $hy singd inBosuon
e nethlag rermdined iln ne, Vulb &2l 5}&%@& in
snorifice o appesss Wi wroth, i like wiss dbwm
oughtess o offer uwits ne willingly Thusel? in
pare oblatidn deily in the m&% wifgh all thing afe
Wiy esnd ferveni~

feotions aud etrongths,

iy as thow sayosi” (88},

Zo bogln the study of the apylientlon of

W g W WB MR SR A W wee S0 BB B & B W R e W Al st el MR MR am
Ve Aduvens LE:i. o ; )
28 "The Imitetion of Ghrist”, Part 4, vbsp. 8

B8, Zruest lhys, London, MHew Youk, 1985, n.EB4,




the exnnple wf shrist, we will observe the uge in
the Zplstlie, particaierly in sisilsy comneetions,
of the partivie which here ssaopistes exhortation
with the resson Justifying it, ‘even ua'{28). OCur
sagils for velecting lrstances for treatsent is slms

ply to teke thoss ia whieh the 'even ae' clsuse
g of anbione

furnighes an example Yo Jusiliy © wour

4:47 o Lonper “wmilk" The Gentiles walk in
{ Begntive) - {80} venity of fthelr nindg,

4308 Forgive ench other God in Christ fopw
ghve yous

B18s Halk in love, Ghrist loved you and
guve Bisgelf up on
pouy behall,

B12B Iove the wives Ohpi g% loved the
Shurch and gave Yine
gelf up for her,

e of Agtion

| &ﬁa

Bevpuge the conduct of the Geatilen is
obvicusiy vein {Z1), lgvorent (38), ssd lwopel

{82}, the exsmple iv enslly recognised ss one nob

&h%mﬂ%whm%wmmuwumw»»mmwwm

89 KaOUs {kai jo Four ustes, secordiag to Thayer,
1} "hocordling as", in the firet oonber
Somparison op E%?&%%ﬁ%ﬁi %o precgiing words after
$he demonpteative ofhids, or ofrws unerpressed,
2} "in prepvortion ae, B) “einee” or "sseing”
tmad, s@&m% 4} far ﬁiﬁ%ﬁi&@ wsa

Fe r{pﬂmfnw « Soe Umapber 11 tis

Gle KATHOTRTC 0 ‘ %ﬁw Ty Sproy e

%@g c}o//q/o—wa/ O(Ke(gyqu/y v ﬂ%CoVEﬁq’ﬁ




164

0 bo Lo
of His Bon is one of forgivaness, iove for individe
ureh, the Chrigtion will feol

to forgive, to prustioe love in $he come
iove into She gerbioulsr roloe

tiowed, jecsuse the abbitude of God an

asls and fo the O

aLied
ity and tobarey
$lons of the home,

1f one tukes the bDivedor view of the
worke of God in Chrisd, which we sttenptesd o suiw
mezise 1o Chopter II, he sey study out the LBplie
estions for his own oconduot sad for the 1ife of

such vard of soolely o he svay infiuence, This is
ap engy doesk, but the "Imitation of Cherist” ia
%&ﬁ )

2he Appeel of fromise

Anyons who desis with children, reslizes
the appenl %0 Them of & promise, The long life of
Cious 19 »ot withoud eignificanee.

sante The pive
misge nade hoge {(6:8,8) 18 w0 one of which the
ehilé reoeives the fulfillment 2t onee. Moweves,
it is » promise, & true oue, and hes mesalng to
the ohild who tunity to know it “Hoe

oy your fother and your mother, in order Bt 1%

bag Lhe oppor



nay be well with you ond you way be & long tine

upon the earth,”

The one otheor promise mode in the pige
gage is o servants {6:8), "knowing ket whotec-

aver good engh ene ehell do, he shell recoive the

free,” "Ihe Divise Sudgment lies esserdtislly in
ench Goed of wen, The good which we do remping
urg 88311 and the ovil {Col.BiEB) elso. The

o fronm the Lovd, whother he be bogd oy

dpar in ench onse will receive uhet he oe donet
{884} . |

Promises have beon 6 pregious part of
the Uhrietian herit
haon blessed and oneourageld by the proslpes gons
tained in the 3o

age, "ot Christian hoe not

i on the Joust (s ﬁm‘if}. geotion

whigh, however illustreter the promises Chpistinng
gkt to petuin): the Eingdon of Senven, oot

inhsriténce of the onrth, pightesusness,
merey, sight of God, sorghip with God, recompence

for seopet {eincere) slue and ppayer, forglvensss,

“ell theso things”, snowers to ssking, cecking and

A WR W EE A BB SR HE e ek SR Bk N WR Be AR BB 4B MR R W G ew W e

84, vestoott, Spheslonm, P.90.
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sy

iy pood things™ %o then ¢hat agk Hin? So
all %zaz@%g% the Vord the olemont of promises i3 proe

minent,. Tho How Testonent represenis Christ ne the
falfillment of prodises o those before His sdvent
(86}, 1in Him ave promises mode secare for the
thristian, both bere and in the 11fe to cone:

"He thot overcometh, 1 will glve %o him

i aleo ovare

to @it down with me in my throne, 68
mnd sat down with my Pother in Bie throne”
{hev. B3BlY.

ahntever our condition op worldly stntion,
the fubture con ouly be vurs through promises. Jven
the cpesent
we endure "8s seoing Wim who is invieivie;n!B6le

bag not ite full significance, wiless

fervenis are urged to serve "se uwnto
Ohrlst® {(87). Hseters are uyged to 4o "the same
things" to Yhe servants, “ksowing thot their Tové
sad yours is in henven® (86). The dongers invol-
ving the neseseity of asccountability ere, for %& |
55, fomeliB; HobelliDeil,l2; obas  B6. Heball:27,

ﬁ?‘ tdst-rz.:) /i’rTb{)? L -~ 6 14
S8y Ka aJSv ral n/,u.ul/ /{U{alosc
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servant insincers work {“gebting by™), ond for the

paster an overbenring stditude, taking usiue nde

*m**f

tions Beilther of these abtitudes

I%ME

vaubege of hio posd
ean giend i the 1ight of the respornwibiiily of the

pervhnt sud She ponter to Oluwlus,

1f one pay selely swenise the trends of
hig day, the leck of & eenme of real responsibilile

suvie . HOIBL PoBLOnSinile

ty 18 ons of ouy prove 4
1ty 12 Yhought fo be dctermingd only by mbusal
lawee 1% & thing weiks, 1 1% Lrims setiafootion

at the time, 3¥ 4% “gels %ygﬁ $% lm a1l

g

the gospel, sven the lensgd of amoral responsiniliiy,
the ilanw "written in $he nencts®™ (80}, 18 anbove do-
rasslog whin. Dud thet law is

5

The prent frath of sosnl Po=

eponslibliity socoxding to the low Teslonont is:

"Ye skl all gtend befove the fuldpisotesent of

God, Ho Cas ghell give scoount of

% e S s 5 ey wae A7 € 3 EE i gt W £
"inearnoh 8o yo 4314 1t st 4« s ¥

wmww@mfwmmma&w@mwaﬂ%weﬁmﬁswwum

433#
@&g

$:16,17; Gul. 659,
33idy otce ‘

1]




$%. Poul bse brought to sooinl ebhics the
forae of powerful motiveting lsvulises The student

of ¥eul remiizes that o neglect these dubtlies i

e e binselfd regret sad phewmes Me Peslilises.

warh, thet ig the saeom) ighsent of sooh 8

ghanderd ke sbining unbe iz oon beet selif. Fagd

s

enuid a0 nresent ethien beonvse he hisself lived
e dlose 0 the elernel verities that they rudiated

Zrom nin in | influencs.

spnbed in

groung of four grent trutis:

 ndeounlaly Vale
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shorbeconines and not without g desirve o soek Him
in whom 213 these things ave nmade pogsibles. The

soguuplishnent depente on faith in HWim.

"I have beon oruoified with Chyisty and
1% s no longer T thet live, but Ohriet Liveth in
L &ﬁé'%ﬁﬁﬁ iife whieh I now 1ife in the flesh 1
live in faith, the faith vhieh ig in the fZon of
God, who lovid me snd guve Himself up for me®

{Galatians 8:80).






A ptotenent of v, Glover's o the end
ef his chapter on the "Hemsn Paul” (1} i2 guite
approppiste to the @%ﬁé&&gim of & gtudy on Sphew
. fhe kpistle To the
siang, though Dr. Glever's refersuce iz to,Celotiens,
"¥hatover his arpusent 18, poweriul as it 18 in

galnt ieam, 1% is uot thed thed you chilelly rvemene

ber when he i done., You bave been with & men of
goniug: you hove swept with hlm from peek $o pesk,
vision So vision; you heve tried to kesp puce with
Big moods and his subjectn, ind %m‘%@ﬁ 0 The C0fe
sing
presoed word-piotures, populer phvess, Septusgint

voenbalepy, the ateiking metsphors, $he cous

aoho, ferme of his cwny you heve conporded with &
sen of slomentnl forge, revelled in =1l ths wwlours
uf God «ith him, nixed {hen (ne doubd), woadered

why he wae not o poet ;ﬁm why he w88 2o puch suPe
than eny peet; mnd il the time you bave besn growing
%o love wore ssd more the prentest huwmen belng
that ever followdd Jemus Ohyrist and hed Ohrist 1li-
ving in him. ¥pu and he togetier heve been ndding

W e W R BB Mk e e e WD A A geNBeE W R ek We s e R Rt e

Le Polls Glovay, "PFuul of Tarmul” , DpeiPE,18%,
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tooyour experience of Chridt in every tangled gene
tenoe and &ﬁﬁ@i@@ﬁ»ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁhi‘&ﬁ% you end {as reql
would bave wished you $o ond) with the feoliug
it Cheist i sll in 8ll.”

his lmpression . has been bBorne in upgon
the weiter through thie entive atudys JAvery age
neot of fruth denit with in the iphenisn Spistle
is relnted to Chyiet and 4thvough Hin fo God, to

the Uhareh, %o vedosmed svelety, 4 brief swwary
of the ground covered will aroy thene truthe toe
SOTHOP. : |

se £irst veviewed those ymsemges in the
g like ?ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ’%

ietter vhich ghowed whnt gooivty we
irom God, Yhe svidences,

pupptrved slse by sources
pilier than the Ypilstie, were %1% this soglely wes

grogely bomoral, even 4o the prociive on © wide

genie of uonaturel viees, snd that 16 wns trngl-

eslliy vnsooisl,

#e followed Poul nE he ostablished &

firm bapig of %%@@iﬁ%ﬁ'ﬁﬁy the ethionl principles

which were %o follow,. Poul dwslt in the gterwml

parpoges of Cod, be lww Ghriet Ypentral with
raspeut %o God, %0 man, and to the coswos®. The




Holy Spirit wed his evidence of the witlmete ful-
- #iiiment of Bis Laderitence,

Zhen the prinviples of elhige fiowed oul
fron the reslisedion of Uod sud of Christ:
i. The Christian ie reeborn for good
ke . -
11o The worthy conduct of the Shristisn
i in pesge and wniby. o
115, Imitstlon of Chrdet loode %o love.
1¥, The 1ight of the Christisa fe the
Shrist.

morel insiszhi received fronm

¥« Wise exercise of lhe powere of body,
ming and epirit wiil keey the Christisn
off the paths

The Apoatle Thon seleclted the domesiiq
gireuseinnoss for nore ppscelfle insbruction, I8 8

go given subively %o this polnd, submission,

pasan
iove, obediengs, marture, and falrness were gloe
rified by the oxuuple of Uhrlst snd Him Churohs. In
the midet of this benghilng, thore was comptant
motives which Paul used for hig

evidonce of the
apponl o the iphosisn Cheistions: the righte of
gthors, the exasvie @ﬁhﬁﬁgiﬁﬁ sid the Chuveh, %Eﬁ

proniges vhieh were bBeld oul to those whoge wofne
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duet meinteine the stendard det, the negeusity of
vavoguizing God ap the giver of prowsrds or pmnishe

manta

%o eannot be renindsd too offen thad,
while Paul
1%, he never sugpeeted ihat this ls the oeure of

gave $his aihlenl Gonching and swphosiged

the Onrietisn folthe Prinerily, Sheistianity io
& porsoral raletionship; 1%t is not s way of life,

it is o saved roiotionehip with Uinm wvho 1o the lay,.

As we gonslude, It is with the hope thet
theone seberials ohall heve gressed the writer to
t268 exbent that he shall heve iﬁﬁﬁﬁgyéﬁaﬁ eul ag
el himoel? would spesk, His sesl for Christ le
worm tad glowing. His desive for the Ghristians
is conpnesliowis, shynest, loviag. His words,
therefora, pre oud of the depths of & full heart
and ee3l to thet imitetion of God which is thé
keynote to 61l Ohristlien conduet:

Be yo therefore iuibtators of (o4, &g Dae-
loved ohildren: and walk in lovs, oven as Christ

slge loved you, nnd gove hinmeelf uwp for us, Ban 0w

foriop and 8 ssorifice %o Qod @y so cdor of swoeld
ﬁf&f&@k% % 5:1 ’g;g &
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