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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

A. The Statement of the Problem

The field of religious education has demanded an
increasingly large amount of attention in religious circles
for many years. Early in thls century it was lookedbupon
elmost as a panscea for all our religilous ills. However at
the present time the world is engaged in the most far flung
war of all time where survival of the fittest is as much
the law as ever it was in the Jungle. This fect challenges
the work of religious education. What was the progrem of
religious education twenty five years ago? What is it to-
day? How do these programs differ? Is there progress or
is the present Wér an indicetion that religious education
has failed? It is the purpose of this study to pen a
picture of the thought and practice in this field as mirror-
ed in & leading publication in 1918-1919 in that period of
world crisis, and to compare that picture with one of the
present\time when the world is again at a critical point
in its history. The hope is that this comparison will throw

some light on the questions above.

B. The Limitation of the Field
Volumes are written about various phases of reli-~
gious education, and since one purpose of the present study

1s to get a picture of the whole, this work will be limited



by choilce of source materisl. A perilcdical current to each
of the periods will be chosen and the material contained

therein will limit the study.

C. The Importance of the Problem

The manner in which an individuel or group of
individuels or an organization or a field of work reacts
to a criticael situation in which it is involved gives an
indicetion of the true purpose end character of that indi-
vidual or organization. It is believed that the thought,
the practical application in the field of religious educa-
tlon 1in periods of stress will give a keen insight into
this important work. It is further helieved that a compar-
ison of such an‘insight at two different periods of similar
difficulty will give a basis for evaluation of progress 1in
the field. When the very foundations of religion are being
challenged by & world struggle i1t seems imperative that
religicus educators evaluate the work of the-vast, and take
inventory to see whether or not there is evidence of
progress that mekes the work more effective in the lives of

those touched.

D. The Method of Proceedure
In apoproaching this problem of comparison the
writer purposes to make a study of the source material and
let the findings determine the pbints to be emphasized.

The two periods will be presented, and then the period of



1918-1919 will be compared with the period of 1941-Mafch

1943,

E. The Sources of Data

In order to present a view of the field of reli-
gious education as it was in the two perlods, periodicals
will be used. Periodicals were chosen because they glve
~a more immediate plcture of a specific time thah do books
which are written with a longer perspective. From 1918~
September 1919 the Pilgrim Magazine of Religious Education,
a Congregational publicstion, will be used. In October of
1919 this magazine sppeared under & new name, The Church
School - a Magazine of Christian Education. This was a
Joint enterprise of the Congregational, Methodist Episcopal
Church North, end Methodist Episcopal Church South. Later
The Church School similafly became The International Journal
of Religious Education. The latter publication is the basis
for the study of 194l-March 1945. All issues for 1918-1919
will be used excevpt October 1919. This one is not available.
Consecutive issues of 1941-March 1943 will be used. These
are monthly publications with the exception of a July- ‘
August combination in the case of the international Journal
of Religious Education. The sections of the megazines
dealing with the Sunday school lesson or giving plans for

worship programs will not be considered.
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CHAPTER II
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN 1918-1919 AS
PRESENTED IN THE PILGRIM MAGAZINE OF RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION AND IN THE CHURCH SCHOOL

A. Introduction

Periods of war always bring change and adjustment.
Problems that severely test the very soul of a person or
the heert of an organlzation are frequent. Religious edu-
cation is not excepted. The very fact of war challenges
the religious educator and the effectiveness of the work
he is doing. He must adapt himself and his plans to meet
the new problems. In a time when the whole world is en-
gulfed in the most far reaching war of al1ll time it 1is
helpful to be able to look back and see how similar

difficulties were met a generation ago.

B. The Field of Religious Education
The field of religious education includes a
general survey of the work being done. Particular refer-
ence to orgenlzational plans is made. The relation of
religious education to other fields 1s seen in its connec-:

tion with democracy.

1. The Need for Religious Education
Following a strike of the police force in Boston,

many boys and young men in their 'teens had a part in

-5=



smashing store windows, looting, Pfobbing and rioting of
various sorts. Visitors of the Boston City Missionary
Society who knew the lower part of the city feel that the
disorder "comes chiefly from young people who have been
brought up without adequate Christian home life &nd train-

ing and who have considered themselves guite free from
1
restraint. An editor of the "Boston Trenscript” makes

a statement that is perhaps more telling because of 1its

source saying,

"Boston today 1s reaping what she has sown. She is
discovering how narrow 1s the space between the veneer
of respectability and the spawn of hell. Bhe is ascer-
taining thet among large masses of her population no
foundation of religion and character has been lald to
which can be spiked e morality that will work. "=

\

These statements are evidences of extreme need felt in

this periocd of 1918-1919 for religious education. '"What
3
a clarion call to religious education," says en editor

of The Church School.

Another such indication is seen in the citing of
wide spread social unrest and recognition of the contribu-
tion that interpreters of Christianity can meke to the

solution of the problems. The opinion is voiced that the

1. Editorisl: "The Editor's Oublook," November, 1919, p.3.
Since only two magazines are used as sources for this
chapter, the name of the magazine will not be given in
the footnote. Any date from Jasnuary 1918 through Sep-
tember 1919 will be The Pilgrim Megazine of Heligious
Education. If the date is November or December of 1919
the magezine will be The Church School.

2. Ibid.

3. Ibid.
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chﬁrch has dealt too exclusively with adults and With
changing lives that are elready set instead of moulding
minds which ere still plastic and ready to adopt aﬁy idesas.
Proof for this statement is centered in the fact that the
Protestent church has neither a well defined educational

objective nor educational program. Mr. Chappell feels that

development and execution of such a program should be the
1

church's chief contribution to the distressed situation.

2. The Plans and Changes Proposed

At about the same time these challenging thoughts
were being written, a Commission of the Congregational
Church on Moral and Religious Education gave its report te
the representatives of that body at the National Council
Meeting at Grand Rapids. They characterize as an education-
al enterprise any-.asctivity thét

"1. concerns itself with growing, developing persons;

2. seeks to engage these persons actively in some form
of study or work;

3. its primary interest . . . 1s the development of the
persons themselves rather than the objective results
of their activity;

4. seeks to communicate to them, while they in Turn seek
to profit by the riper exverience of others;

5. . . . has its face set toward the future, aiming to
promote, rather than arrest, their develooment and
to help them gain new knowledge and added power.'<

It is true that uvnder this definltion al1ll the work of the

1. Cf. Chappell, E. B.: "Christian Education and Patriot-
ism," November, 1919, p».4.

2. "Report of Congregational Commission on Moral and
Religious Education, " December, 1219, p.30.
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church is educastional. However this commission roughly
sets off as specifically educational the aspects of the
work which deal with relatively immature members, especial-
ly children and young people; are concerned with acquiring
new knowledge and development of new powers; employ ed-
ucational methods such as continuity of study in the place
of more sporadic attemnis at learning.l
Earlier in this same yeer Professor Walter 8. Athearn

published an article presenting "The Citizenshin Plan of
Community Orgenization in Religious Education."2 This plan
1s the system used in the city of Malden. It includes a
council made up of all Christisn citizens who are interest-
ed in helping to build & program of religious education for
the community, a board of directors, a chlef executive
officer in the person of the council president, a superin-
tendent of religious education comparable to & clty
superintendent of schools, commissions for the study of
community problemé, and & board of religious education
comparable to the city school board. The councill sets as
1ts objectives the'following:

"e. The development of a city system of religious educa-

b. gignﬁnification of all child welfare agencies of the

city in the interests of the greatest efficiency.
c. The supervision of a complete religious census of

1. Cf. "Report of Congregational Commission on lioral and
Religious Education," December, 1919, p. 30.
2. Cf. April, 19129, pp. 105-106.
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the clty with speciel reference to the religious needs
of children and young people.

d. The direction of educational, indusirial and social
surveys for the purpose of securing the facts upon
which a constructive community vrogram can be based.

e. The creation of a community consciousness on matters
of moral and religious education.'l

All of the Protestant churches cooverate in this enterprise.
Each denomination has its own educational program in its

own church. Matters of a cooperative nature are handled by
the Council and those strictly denominational by each
church.z This plan has ealready been in operation for some
time.

One other vlan thet receives a great deal of
attention during this period is the vroposed plan of the
International Sunday School Association. It is called
"The Educatidhal Policy of thé Interisational Sunday School
Associstion" and 1t includes an elasborate system of religious
schools closely parsllelinz The system of public schools.
The Committee on Education for fhe International Associlation
recognizes 1tself as an interdenominational agency whose
function 1t is to promote the develooment of tThis system.
They propose to do thnis by furnishing information, doing
researci, stenderdizing and publicizing, supervising the
schools and promoting treining schools, serving as coordi-
nating esgency between public and church schools, seekinz to

. . . - . L]

1. Athearn, Walter S.: "The Citizenship Plan of Community
Organization in Religious Education," April, 1919, ».105.
2. Cf. Ibid., p. 108.
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meke the program fromkthe cradle roll through the univer-
sity & unified one, and helping coordinate all cooperating
agencies. Standards for the work are to be set by the
Committee on Education. In the matter of teacher training
the Assoclatlon recognizes the responsibility of denomins-
tional classes to thelr denomination. It proposes to
circulate information regerding such classes and to recog-
nize them Jjointly with the denominations 1f they meet
their standsrds. At the same time the International Sunday
School Association will promote, supervise, and issue credit
for clesses of its own.1 The schools to be promoted and
recognized by this organization are: community ftraining
schools for religious leaders, schools of principles and
methods, special schools for assoclsftion leaders, and
daily vacation Bible schools and weekday religious sohools.2
This plan is discussed at lengtin by various lead-
ers in the field of religious education% They conment
thet 1t is masterly in general outline,b that 1t "frenkly
acknowledges the utter inadequacy of our present plan of
weekly lessons,! that it will serve to set a vision before
the churches and sweken and stimulate some toward real

4
work, that it "forces Religious Education upon the atten-

. [} . . . .

. Cf. "The Educational Policy of the International Sundey
School Associsticn,!" October, 1918, »p. 623-624.

Cf. Ibid., ». 624.

. Cf. Fiske, G. Walter: "The New Educational Policy of the
International Sundsy School Association: A Symposium,'
November, 1918, p. 671.

Op. cit., Cope, Henry F., p. 670.

CA 00 -
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_ 1
tion of the whole nation.' There are also meny guestions

and criticisms of the plen. The genersl thought seems to
be that the "Internationsl Sunday School Asscciation is to
be congratuleted on its vigorous assumption of a great
task," but that it presents a2 goel to be worked toward for
e long time, that the Association is not in a position to
take some of the responsibilities it suggests and that it
seeme advisegble to confer with denominations about such

plens, but thet further more detailed pnlans will be awaited

t
2
with interest.
Along with new or more inclusive plans being
offered and discussed, workers are asking for revision of
the stendards now in vogue. In an open forum on religious
education the need for revision of stenderds of subject

matter and its form is vointed ocut. The subject matter

should be more adapted to the pupil and should bte in terms
; 3
of 1ife and character. One of the things Professor Horne

calls attention to about Christisn education is that it
4.

is gredually being standardized with a "growing standard."

Another significant note of change being mention-

. . - . . .

1. Cf. op. cit., Mevers, A. J. W., p. 669.

2., Cf. "The New Educational Policy of the International
Sundey School Association: A Symposiunm," Fiske, Meyers,
et al., November, 1918, »p. 669-670.

3. Cf. Athearn, Walter S.: "An Open Forum in Religious
Education," February, 1918, o. 81.

4, Cf. Horne, Herman Harrell: "Fourteen Points in Religious
Education," December, 1918, p. 5.



~12-

ed 1s the need for more time. A survey mede in Malden,
Massachusetts reveals that Protestant children have twenty
four hours of opportunity for religious instruction annual-
ly, Jewish children one hundred and eighty hours, and
Catholic children four hundred and eighty hours.1 Only one
full day a year is open for all thelr formal instruction in
religion, this when programe should be expanding. The fact
-that the increased program demands increased time is well
shown by E. lorris Fergusson in an article "The Inadequacy
of the Sunday School."2 He says that the time-factor has
been left out of the drive for better work. His thought
is that "if this band of one hour a week cannot soon be
broken, some of us will choke in the midst of our own pain-
fully elaborated educational devices.”5

With incressed emphesis on religious edﬁcation,
the call is coming to the pastor to take his place as
leader. Previously the pastor has had 1little to do with
the educational program. He has always been the lesder of

the dominant emphasis of church life which has not been

teaching up to this time. Now in the development of the

"teaching stage" of the church it is up to him to be lead-
4
er of the forces of religious education. Not only that,

1. Cf. Athearn: "An Open Forum in Religiocus Education,"
January, 1918, p. 1ll.
2. February, 1919, p. 37.

3. Ibid.
4, Cf, Ward, Frenk G.: "The Pastor As Leader of Religilous

Education," May, 1919, p. 1l36.
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the fect that the church school is not a separate organi-
zation from the church but "the church itself functioning
in the work of religious education“l calls ﬁpon the pastor
as leader of the entire church to take his place in rels-
tion to the educational part.

It 1s an interesting note that reports of progress
and changes in religious education ére not limited to this

country. In the Pilgrim Magazine of Religious Education

for May 1919 a two vpage article tells about "Religious

2
Education in Japan." From a report reviewing the work of
1916 comes the statement that "'Christian education reveals
3
& steady and healthy growth in Japan.'! However the great

work yet to be done is evlidenced by the fact that only one
child in fifty is connected with Sunday schools.

Embodying many of the suggested changes, and in
spirit, the plans, Herman Harrell Horne gives g good
statement of the relation of educatlion to religion and a
look forward in religious education in an article, "Four-
teen Points in Religilous Education."4 He says that true
education is an enlargement of personality which nmust
take place along seven lines. The lest of these seven
mentioned is spiritusl and that is not so much an addition

. . L] . ° ]

1. Littlefield, Hilton S.: "Needed - The Pastor's Lesder-
ship," June, 1919, p. 171.

2. Mekino, Rev. Toraji: pp.1l39+140,

3. Ibid.

4, December, 1219, p. 5.



“14

as the spirit which permeates them all. The educational
ideal wes realized in the historic figure of the Prophet
of Nazareth he szid, and He is "today's Master Teacher in
morality and religion in both content and method."
Professor Horne emphasizes the need of the study being
mede up of problems pertinent to the age and group and of
its being challenging to the pupil so that he will be
brought to do much for himself since "education," he states,
"is an achievement, not a gift; a process, not a product,“l
He echoes the statement of the reference cited earlier that
Christian educstion is the sure, even thouzh slow solution
to our social problems. It is as leaven working until the
whole is leavened as it progresses. Further:
"Democracy is Christianity in society and Christianity
is democracy in religion. What new America needs 1is )
Christianity that will meke safe the extensions of
democracy in industry and politics. It will come through
the right kind of education. But, the day being evil, we
must redeem the time. "% : .
3. Religious Education and Democracy
This last note of the relation between Christian
educa?ion and democracy that Horne makes 1s & prominent
emphasis just after the war. The general subject of the
sixteenth annuel convention of the Religious Education
Association for this year is "A Religious Interpretation

. - . - . -

1. Horne, Herman Harrell: "Fourteen Points in Religious
Education," December, 1919, p. 5.
2. Ibid.
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1 ) .
of Democracy." The theme for the sixteenth snnusal session

of the Northfield Summer School of Religious Education held
in 1919, is "Religious Education and Reoonstruction."2 At
- the nihth annual meeting of the Sunday School Council of
Evangelicel Denominations an address given by Norman E. .
Richerdson was "Religious Educetion and Reconstruction.“u
He calls attention to the fesct that many loyelties and’
morgl and spiritual reserves have been créated and gwaken—
ed by the war. The task of reconstruction, he feelsg is
equivalent to the progrem of desfruction which hae Just
teken plece if it is properly undertaken. He makés an
eight-fold analysis of the meaning of the situation at
this time for religious educstion. One point he makes 1s
thaet as a result of the recent war

Woivilized nations will sporeciate the danger of plac-

ing so much emphasis upon scilence in education as to

crowd aside morals and religion. In a scientific and

comgerc;al %ge eduoatqrs now know that they dare not

forget God.""
Richardson also believes that becsuse of the strong
communit& spirit occasioned by the activities of the war
it will be easier to pool the.resources'of the churéhes of
the community for tesacher training, and for executing &
better program of religicus education.

The eighth point in his analysis is that the

June, 1919, p. 165.

¢r. "Northfield Summer School of Religious Education,"
July, 1919, p. 198.

March, 1919, ». 67.

. Ibid.

[AVE o
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"Christian teaching that right mekes might has overcome
1

the pagan doctrine -that might makes right."  Because of
this reslization, the church, he says,

"will now be recognized as the most important of all
institutions at work reconstructing the social, politi-
cal, economic, and interracial order. . . . For it is
the Christian churches to which the world must look to -
make the consciences of the coming generation morslly
sensitive and reenforced by the sacred sanctions of
religion. Ours is an ethicel fsith. The only safe
foundation of democracy is universal intelligence and
morality. As the religion best gualified to create,
purify, and vitalize moral ideals Christianity hence-
forth must function as an essential factor in fthe ed-
ucational system of every enduring democracy.'

4. COrganizations and Publications Relative to Religious
Education

Various organizations afe ective in the field of
religious education at this time to promote and direct.
They have been menfioned in different connections previ-
~ously. The Religious Education Assoéiation which was
organized in 1903,5 is one. Others are the International
Sunday School Association and The Sunday School Council
of Evangelicsel Denominations. zhese two are somewhat

overlanoing in their activities and during 1919 commissions

from each group met in joint session to work out & plan

[ . . . . .

1. Richardson, Normen E.: "Religious Education and Re-~
construction," March, 1919, p. 71.

2. Ibhid.

3. Cf. "The Genersl Policies of the Religicus Education
Agsociation," July, 1919, ». 198.

4. Cf. Bditorial: "The Sunday School Council," Harch, 1919,

" p. 69.
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1

for combination. This was done and the proposels present-
(9]

~

ed to the executive committees. Carrying out of those

plans is expected greatly to advance the Sunday school
3

work.
Two books published during this period receive

particuler attention. They are A Socizl Theory of Religious

4
Education, by George A. Coe, and Religious Education and

5
American Democrecy, by Walter S. Athearn.

5. Summary

That a widespread need for religious educetion is
felt by many grouvs is clear. It is also certain that
leaders in the field are thinking and planning fer a much
extended, more effective program. They feel as did other
leaders that religious education should be —‘must be -
the basis for reconstruction. Organizations and writers
are attempting to call its importance to the attention of
the public end perticularly all workers in the field of

religious education.

C. Religious Education in the Local Church

While much thought and planning are being done in

Cf. "A New Era in Cooperation,” Juhe, 1919, pp. 167-148.
Cf. September, 1919, p. 260.

Cf. Chalmers, William E.: "A New Day in Sunday School
Cooperation," November, 1919, ». 17.

Cf. Winchester, B. 3.: "A Notable Book on Religious
Education," March, 1918, pp. 153-154.

. Cf. Winchester, B. S.: "A Valusble New Book," April,
1918, pp. 213-214.

(9]] 128 (G IRAVE o
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the general field of religious education, the local church
continues its work. Day after day some kind of a religious
gducation vprogram is going on. Sometimes 1t is an organiz-
ed program; other times a very haphazard one. This sectlon
will report what is written about religious education in

the local church.

1. The Church School

The church school is the agency through which
most of the recognized training in religious educaticn 1s
done. It hss speclal problems and needs which are disclos-
ed in writings asbout the wofk of the Sunday school.l Some
of them are included here. |

a. Adninistration. That religious educstion,
in its highest and fullest sense, is the solution to the
great sociel and economic problems of the day is expressed
over and over. One church school superintendent, comment-
ing on that growing conception, said, "how vastly it in-
creases our sense of resvonsibility, end what is more t5
the »point, our consciousnessﬁof opportunity."2

(1) The superintendent. In view of such great importance

this leader suggzests some ways in which the superintendent

can personally equip himself for his resoonsibility. One

1. The terms "church school" and "Sunday school! are used
synonomously in the sources znd will be so considered
here.

2. White, Alfred: "The Modern Superintendent," September,
1912, ». 266.
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of the most important and "delicate" qualifications is to
be able to direct others wisely. The superintendent should
do just what his title implies, superintend. There is

vast opportunity for that office in relation to the young
people being graduated every year from Sunday schools. The
ability to use people is & counterpert of belng able to
direct them wisely. This storehocuse of talent in young
people ouf of Sunday school needs to be used. Further, the
superintendent is most efficient when he can so delegate
responsibility and work that the school is not dependent

on one person, no matter who 1t is.l

Not only must there be good orgenizetion, but the

best superintendent will keep in touch with detéils. He
should know the work going on in each department and what
.accomplishment the work is directed toward. He will not
necessarily be an expert in each department but he should
xeep informed on up to date findings in the field and be
willing to accept new ideas.2 Another writer says,

"rove all things, in the sense of giving due consideration
to new ideals and new plans.“5 He feels that following
that motto would avoid continuing in a "desd level of me-
diocre achievement." '"Keep this fresh, vigorous outlook

. - . . (] .

1. Cf. White, Alfred: "The Modern Superintendent,"

-+ September, 1919, p. 266.

2. Cf. Ibid., pp. 266-287.

3. "Open-Letter to a Superintendent," June, 1919, p. 164.
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1
on life," he challenges. Needless to say this requires
more time and thought than is possible on a hurried
Sunday morning.
(2) The service. What sre some of the resvonsibilities
of the administrative officer of the Sunday school that
are so important to the effectiveness of the service?
Milton S. Littlefield writes for Pilgrim iageazine of
Religious Education in 1918-1919, a page called "Church
School Administration.' One of the things he considered
important was the worship period. He says:
"The great purposes of worship are to express the soul's
reletionshio to God, to develop the right attitudes
toward God, to enrich the religious ideas by associating
them with religious feelings, to reinforce the individual
will by a common expression of reverence and commitment. "2
The means that are used to those ends are music, prayer,
Seripture, offering and some message relate@ to these other
means but not really vart of the worship. Music, prayer,
etc., should be such that the child can reall& exopress
himself through them.5 The worship program needs careful
planning. Littlefield characterizes a good worship period

thus

"The program of service of worship should be cerefully
planned that it may be fitting, worthy, and properly
timed. The worship period should not be longer than

1. "Open Letter to a Superintendent," June, 1919, p. 184,

2. Littlefield, Milton S.: "The Worship Period," May, 1919,
p. 138..

3. Cf. Ibid.
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from ten to fifteen minutes; It should be marked by

variety without confusion, by brightness without triv-

iality, by seriousness witheout sentimentality, and

should convey the imvression of dignity end gladness

and orderly beauty.'l

The offering is vpart of the worship service,; any-

way it should be. Usually in the primary devartment and
in the church the offering is dedicated with »rsyer or song
of praise. Many times 1in the rest of the church school
there i1s a collection rather than an offering. For an
offering to have a real part in the worship and in the
lives of the persons particioszting it is desirable thet
they should be trained to give reverently, to give with
intelligence, and to give personally. In order to accomplish
these aims they must know for what the offering is to be
used.2 In method of giving Littlefield cites Paul's advice
to the Corinthian church.(I Cor. 16:2) '"Systematically,
personally, proportionslly are his,rules.“S The offerings
of the church school should be correlated with church support.
Ideally the church and church school budget should be one,
A good example of that is found in & church where the church
school was placed on the church's budget. An effort was
made to get every member of fthie church school to contribute
to the church. Contributions were taken jqintly by school
eand church. This verish reported that the plan worked well

° . . . . .

1. Littlefield, op. cit.

2. Cf. Littlefield: "Church School Adnministration: The
Problem of the Offerings,' October, 1918, »no. 627-628.

3., Ibid., p. 628.
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and that nc difficulty weas encountered financing the

church school through the church. They felt that the plan
1

hed real educetive value.

Class organization is sometimes & »problem. When
to orzenize is usually the guestion. The desire to belong
to & groun, to do things together is instinctive in humen
nature. It is up to the leadler to see that this desire is
used to good advantage. From the ages of ten or eleven up
the classeg should be‘organized not for the purnose of "do-
ing something" so much as for the sake of "veing something.'
The beginning of self-government and of group resvnonsibility

2 .
contribute much to growing lives.

Proper class divisions'are essentlal for success=-
ful class organizetion an& instruction. In 1917 the Sunday
Scrnool Council zdopted new grouvings for the years 12-24.
The new age groups are:

Intermediate - Azes 12, 13, 14
Senlor - Ages 15, 16, 17

Young Peonle - Ages 18-24"9

These groupings are understood to be flexible.

The problem of order is the responsibility of the

executive head of the school or department. 'Disorder 1s

Cf. Hunting, Harold B.: "How a Church School lade Its
Offerinzs Educational," Februsry, 1919, p. 39. '
CF. Litilefield: "Church School Administration: Class
Orzenizetion," iHarch, 1918, ». 73.

"jew Grouovings," October, 1918, p. 622.

[ACIE oo
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1
8ctivity out of »place.' It is usually caused by lesck of

thought on the vart of the lesdere, failure to set & good
example, orograms that are too long or too monotonous or
interruptions of some kind. Disorder defeats the very
ourpose for which the school exiets.
"The great task of the leaders of the school is so to
guide and exemplify the life and work of the school as
to create an atmospvhere of dignity and thoroughness and
loyalty, an atmosphere of reverence with wholesome
brightness, of lewfulness with abounding sactivity, of
seriocusnegs in every task with & deep sense of joy in
working."
Another metter of sdministration is the question
of records. Agnes Noyves Wiltberger feels that they are

very imoortent. She suggests & card form which might be

iving & complete record.

kept over a veriocd of ten years

oy

Space for such date as birthdsy, date of entering, time of
Joining the church, verentd name and address, reasons for
ebsences, also maeterial studied is orovided. This reccrd
would be of value in many ways such as ordering meterisl

, 3
or helping & new teacher.
(3) Teacher's meetings.  Teacher's meetings are a vital
part of the administration of the church school if well
conducted. As the winter's work drawe to a close it is
well to spend some time in such a meeting to evaluate the.

year's work. Questions that would helo in such eveluvation

e . . . . .

=

. Littlefield: "Church School Administration: The FProblem
of Order," December, 1918, 0. 723. :

Ibhid.

Cf. Wiltberger: "A Cerd-Index Church-School Record,!

February, 1919, on. 91-92.

<1 0
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would relate to the relation of the school to the whole
church, the statistice revealed by the secretary's report,
the suitability of materials and sctivities used, relation
to the homes, adecuacy of eguloment, and relation of work
done to the opupills everyday life.l As & result of one
particularly successful teacher's meeting constructive plans
were made for providing space in the church year-book for
information about the church school, unused materials being
placed where they would be used, & study of great hymns in
Sunday school correlated with their use in church worshivo,
visitation Sunday,‘a biblical museum, and preparation of a
geogrephy room.2

(4) The summer program. The summer program needs speclal
planning. In some instances materials are vrevered with a
special theme for each month.5 In other cases special themes
for each Sundey are chosen and great variety in presentation
may be employed. The 1atfer plan was used in & union church
school experiment one summer during July and August. This
experiment resulted in the decision by that group that it

is not wise to continue the school's winter progrem on
through vecation months and that it ie good to have some

_ 4
form of community service.

3 . . . . »

1. Cf. "Survey of the Year's Work," June, 1918, ». 360.

2. Cf. "Results of One Teacher's Heeting," By a City Super-
intendent, March, 1919, p. 74.

3. Cf. "Important - Your Summer Work," June, 1918, ». 341.

4. Cf. Morrill, Grace: "A Summer Experiment," June, 1819,
v. 168.
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Altogether the administrative work of an effective
Sunday schcol requires leaders of ability and desire to
improve. Each phase of the work needs careful planning.
Thet the teachers and officers work together is important

and when they do, reesl progress can be made.

b. Leadership
""There 1s no girl problem, no boy problem in the
Sunday school today,' says the International Secretary
of Young People's Work. 'It is a2 problem of leadership.
Youth is ready to be led - anywhere.'"
Margaret Slattery in an article on "The Making of Leaders’
guotes the above statement in & plea for the church to take
ection. That leaders can be made is wlitnessed on every hand
by the fine officers that America has developed and crested.
That the church can do it too, she Tfirmly believes, but it
must be done to meet the crisis of the present and immediate
future, she says.2
(1) Types of tresining available. Thet same fall,lelB,
a simulteneous teacher training drive is 1aunohed.b
Frenk M. Sheldon writing the next year as General Secretary
of the Cbngregational Education Society, says that enroll-

ment in teacher training classes increased four fold the

year before and that corresvondence courses are helping to

1. Slattery, Margaret: "The Making of Leaders," November,
1918, p. 674. :

Cf. Ibid., pp. 674-675.

Cf. "Simultaneous Teacher-Training Drive," September,

1918, p. 556. Also July and August, 1918.

G0
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1
solve the teacher training problem in rural schools.

The fourth annusl Twin—State School of Religious
Education for directors, pastors, teachers, superinten-
dents, prospective teachers and others is held in August,
1918, It is under the Jolint control of Sunday School
Associations of New Hampshire and Vermont. New feztures
this year are courses in biblical geogravhy and story-
telling.2

A rather unusual kind of training class is held
in e community where the young men's class was broken up
by the war and a young women's class disorganized by lack
of imaginetlon in teaching. The superintendent wrote &
personal invitation To each member of thise group to come
and meet the new teascher and discuss formation of & new
class. Interest is aroused by the suggestion of studying
boy and girl 1life so that the young veople may be better
leaders. Recuirements of regular attendance and one hour's
study each week are set up. They observe boys and zirls
from nine to thirteen years of age and discuss problems
that they find such as the place of competition in activ-
ities, reading meterial, training of the will. Incidental-
1y they anvply their findings to their own lives as well as

'K
L
to those of younger people.

1. Cf. "The Field Work Department," November, 1919, p. 27.

2. Cf. "The Twin-State School of Religicus Education,”
August, 1918, p. 493,

. Cf. Beard, Frederica: "A New Kind of Training Class,"
lMay, 1919, ». 137.

3
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(2) Methods.

"To the student of education there is something
very suggestive in the surprise of the untrained teacher
es he discovers thet when he thoroughly knows a subject
there can be any difficulty in teaching it to enother.

He tells it to them, and they do nct know it ! If his
pupils are young, they do not understand what he is driv-
ing at; if they are older, they get his idea, but they
do not believe it. Strangest of 2ll, the more he telks
about it, the more confused the situation becomes. "1

Here the importance of method 1s clearly seen. Sometlmes
it has been overemphasized, but it is important. Jesus,
the Master Teachern was laster of method in His teaching.
"The perfection of his methods and his skill in the use og
them are the wonder of all who seriously study his work."
Through study of»development of methods and the
apolication of them educators have come to know that no one
method cen be used for all teaching. At least five types
‘of method are recognized and the teascher of religiocus
education needs to know and use them.3 Edward Porter S5t.
Johﬁ, Professor in the Department of Religious Education,
Boston University, wrote a series of ten articles on the
subject of "Learning and Teaching" beginning in January
1218. He calls attention to five varieties of method being
used, gsome much bétter developed than others. They are

. . .

1. 8t. John, Edward Porter: "Leerning and Teaching: The
Importance of Method in Teaching,'" January, 1918, p.7.
All articles in this series have the same general head-
ing,.and only the sub-title will be given hereafter.
Ibid.

Cf. Ibid., pp. 7-9.

[ v
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muscular habit method, memory-assodiatioﬂ method, apore-
clation method, inductive-deductive method, and the social

project method. Each of these types sre means to a defi-
1
nite end, and to be most valuable must be used together.

The muscular habit method is 1little used in reli-
gious education, but one need for i1t is found in learning

to turn to any varticular passege in the Blble easily,
2
accurately, and quickly. This 'mey be accomplished by. 'a
3
little well-planned training of the muscular-habit type.'

The second method is also involved in this orocess.

The apprecliation method of lesrning should be
much used by the teacher of religious education. For ex-
emple in the use of hurns that are poetry.and music combin-
ed, 1t is the task of the teacher to heip the pupil to

respond in the fullest measure possible to the emotion
4

expressed by tihe poetry or the music. It is said that

"the whole of the service of worship (not the lesson
or the sermon which seeks to give instruction) is an
effort to lead the worshivers into e desired attitude
of emotion toward Goé¢ and towerd his will for -men, and
that this general method will throw much light on ways
of succesqfulTv accomplishing it.

.

1. Cf. St. John: "Suiting the Means to the End," February,
1918, pp. 69-71. ,

2. Cf. St. John: "The Problem of Method in Religious
Education," March, 1918, po. 150-153.

3. Ibid. | , :

4. Cf. St. Jokn: "The Place of the Apprecistion Method in
Religious Educetion,” ADTll 1918, ppn. 208-210.

5. Ibid., v. 210.



Mogt Bunday school teschers who have & definite
plan for teaching the lessons use the inductive-deductive

method, the writer says. This consists of oresenting a

ey

truth to be teught as by telling & story from the Bible.
Then by illustration or recalling previous study cell
attention te The likenesses of that ftruth to some in the
ounils life or familler study. By compasriscon of these

o

draw cut the central truth and then show how it should be
: 1
acted on in the pupils own life. When used &8 & means 1o

g definite end thie method lLirs been of great help.

The newes?t method is the project method. The
writer illustretes thies by & prolect & bhoys classpearrie&
out in relaftion Lo a poor district of thelr town.w The
verious evenues of learning this project led to are very
impfessive. Prhis method is seid to be especlally sulited

.

to morsl and religlous educgtion because much gf morelity
and religion are included in soclel relations. This
method,\it is expected, wilill soon be used more in church
school meteriszls and can be utilized now by teschers with
vislion.

(3) The need for & plan. Trhe writer then devotes four
articles to i1illustrating how to use fthese methods in &

. . . . . -

1. Cf. B%. John: "How the Lessons of Life Are Learned,'
Meay, 1918, »n. 232.

2. Cf. 5%. John: "The Project Method end Its Velues in
Feligious Education," June, 1918, oo, 352-354.

3. Cf. Ipid., p. 354.

363
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1 :
general teaching plan. Knowing all the methods there

must still be a plan to make them most effective. Neces-
sity for a plan is illustrated by two boys who were playing.
One of them when asked what he wss making said, "'Oh, I
don't know,...It might be a house or it might be a fort -
or it might be 2 bost. One nizht I made & boat. I'll tell
vou when I get it done.'! The older onelanswered, when
questioned, "'I am meking & map of the United States. When
it is finished if you fit the pieces right, fthere will be

a row of soldiers and sailors all around the edge.'" Soon

the small boy eaid, "'See,...I guess it is kind of a boaet

‘and this is thie weter 211 around. Huh! It 211l tumbled

2
down.'" It had, and so does the work of a teacher who

has no plan for her teaching.
Questions that a teacher may ask herself gbout a
lesson to heln in lesson »nlanning are:

"Thy should I teach this lesson to this class? How can
I teach 1t to thie class? By what means can I best make
plain to Tthem this truth so that it will mean the build-
ing of their charscters? How best can I imoress the facts
upon their memories that the effects may be lasting?

How best may I provide opoortunity to work out in action
what I teach that they may develop into those who both
know and do?"

. - . . . -

1. Cf. St. John: "A General Method of Teaching: The First
Step in the FProcess," July, 1918, pp. 422-425; "The
Second Step in the Process," August, 1918, pp. 496- 498;
"The Third Step in the Process," September, 1918, pp.
559-5681; "The Final Step," October, 1918, po. 628- 630.
Slattery, Margaret: "Some Pertinent @uestions on Lesson
Planning," May, 1919, p. 134.

3. Ibid., »p. 135.

&
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(4) The teacher. In s»ite of the existence of these
various methods there are many teachers in the teaching
forces of schools who do not teach; they dc not teach be-
cause they do not "cause another to know," nor do they
1 . .
"awaken desire to know." To fulfill the teaching mission
many things are necessary besides & knowledge of subject
matter or even & knowledge of method. Cope says:
"It is the teacher himself who teaches....No matter
how emphatically we may stress the necessary intellec-
tual elements in the teacher's equipment, we are all
ready to recognize that the great element in teaching
vower is that of personality.'?
And again:
"Professor C. E. Rugh sums up & most succinct argument
on the nesture of the teacher's work by seyving, !'Improve-
ment in teaching is schieved by the improvement of the
personality of the teacher.'! '
Because of its great lmportance the teacher should never
neglect her own development.

Perhaps the first essentisl contribution to the
versonality of the fteacher 1s her own spiritual development.
In order to interpret Christ to & group the teacher must
know Him personelly; must study dilizently, systematically
His 1ife and teachings; and must express His life in her

4
daily living. As an outgrowth of her own spiritual life

1. Cf. Slattery: "Teachers Who Teach," January, 1919, p.l.

2. Cope, Henry F.: "The Power of the Teacher,' August, 1919,
P. 231.

3. Ibid.

4,

Cf. Editcrial: "Interoreting Christ - The Teacher's
Function," February, 1918, on. 67-88.



the teacher must have failth. Faith first of s8ll thet her
1
own life may grow is necessary. Margaret Slattery says

that if she were "asked to name the most important of the

fundamental principles, the major plank in the teacher's
2

platform," she should "answer in one word - Faith." That
means a vital falth, faith in God and faith in men.
Arnold of Rugby who had such great influence ovef the boys

of England was characterized by a '"saving faith." His
3

perfect confidence in his boys was & secret of his power.

Then a teacher must have sympathy. Cope says
4

thet "sympathy is lergely a matter of the imagination.'
That imagination is a very important characteristic of a
real teacher is often stressed. Lacking imagination, a
teéoher cannot sée herself as her pupils see her, nor sense

the way they feel. Bhe cannot punish wisely, nor interest
5
and inspire so little punishment is necessary. "Youth

edmires and resvects strength and Justice when fired by

imagination even if that strength and Justice does clash
5 ~
with its desires.'

How then may imegination be acguired? That

. Cf. Cope, op. cit., p. 231. '

Slattery: "Planks in the Teacher's Platform," March,
1919, p. 70. :

Cf. Richards, Thomas C.: "How to Win the Boy," September,
1918, p. 5863, :

"The Teacher's Spirit," September, 1919, p. 263.

. Cf. glattery: "The Teacher's Highway," November, 1919,

p. 10. ’

Ibid.

G Ol 0

(0]



-33-

gquestion 1ls not easlily answered, but those who had 1t seem-
ed to know some fundamental principles and keep patiently,
doggedly, with passionate determination to succeed at them,

"Every soul who ever brought help to the world first saw,
1
then made o venture, then versisted to the end."

"If one means really, for the sake of the new world now
in the heat of the making, to develop imagination,tc
walk the Highway, ... I believe that he cannot walk it
successfully alone. But if he will pay the price, One
will walk es truly with him slong the road of this mod-
ern day as He d4id along the road to Emmaus and will as
truly fire his imagination as He fired theirs who went
- from Him to their task of bringing new life to men.'

c. Related Activities. Iany activities contribute
to the purpose of the church school in mzking and training
Christians.They are quite varied in character.

(1) Special progrems and asctivities. Two sctivities in
3
use which contribute to this goal are pastor's classes
4 : ‘
and decision days. Others include suggested activities

for use with Bible study. For instance, the use of Bibles

in other langueges 1f any of the pupils know others or 1if
5
they are studylng them in school; equiping of a geography

room and including ohysical and historicel geography in

. Slattery, op. cit., »n. 45.

Ibid.

. Cf. licKinley, Charles E.: "The Pastor's Class,"
February, 1918, p. 90.

Cf. Peabody, Harry E.: "Decision Day," April, 1219,

. 106,

5. Cf. "The Bible in Other Tongues," January, 1918, p. 16.

N ROVES
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l .
their study; drametizing stories, as & dramatization of
2
Ruth. For the life of Christ, suggestions are the use of

3
Mr. Bailey's book, Art Studies in the Life of Christ,

or of a motion picture "The Life of Christ! with appropriste
Scripture and music.4

Plans for recreation in the community,5 the Boy
Scout Movement,6 and summer conferences7 are cited as of

value as church related zctivities.

For special occasions such as Easter and Children's
Day, pageants and other services are worked out. More
Christmes programs are planned than for any other season.
Emphasis 1s on helping the child to learn the true mesning
of Ghristmas, on giving rather than recelving.
(2) Weex-day church school. Week-day church school does
not have a vdrominent place in religious education.
Frederica Beard published some plans in three consecutive
desues of the megazine which are planned for two hour

sessions with intermediates using the International Graded

1. Cf. Littlefield: "Geography Work in Bible Study,"
Januvary, 1918, pp. 21-24.

2. Cf. "The Story of Ruth Dramatized," April, 1918, p. 215.

3. COf. Holmes, Henry W.: YArt Studies in the Life of Christ,*
July, 1918, pp. 420-421. .

4, Cf. Edland, M. Elisabeth: "The Life of Christ in Motion
Pictures," December, 1919, pp. 18-19.

5. Cf. '"Community Cooveration for Moral Welfare," September,
1919, ». 267.

6. Cf. Richardson, Norman E.: "The Boy Scouts of America,"
November, 1919, pp. 6-8, 43.

7. Cf. "Summer Conferences," June, 1919, p. 343.
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l .
Series. Notice is also made of the Protestent Teacher's

Association of New York which was organized to help meet
the need for more training in religious education. They
‘worked to establish classes after school for religious

instruction. In the winter of 1918 five eenters operated
2
from October until June.

(3) iHissionary education. "The missionary soirit means

a dispbsition to give unrewarded service to The less
3
favored.! - The ignorance of this spirit and of the history
4

of missions 1is devlored by leaders in religious education.
Spurred on by activities of the war, leaders in mission
work are making olans for betfter inclusion of missionary
education in ‘the work of the church. A department called

the "iissionary Education Devartment! occupied a page in
5
the publication studied beginning in October 1918. Wission-

ary plans for the church school are worked out for various
6

age groups. Church schools are urged to conduct classes
7 :

in missions. Materials for the various age groups are

prepared. lissions are best an integral opart of the Sun-

L] . . . . .

Cf. "A Weex-Dey Church School," Merch, 1919, ». 72.

Cf. "Protestent Teacher's Association of New York,"
Aoril, 19192, p. 102.

. Fisher, HMiles: "What Is the Missionary Spirit," December,
1918, o. 721.

Cf. Blattery: "The Field Is the World," December, 1919.
Fisher: p. 625. :

Cf. "iissionasry Plans for Church Schools," September,
1918, p». 558-559. ,

. Cf. "Training in Friendliness," Februsry, 1919, p. 40.

.
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dey schocl work and plens made teke This into consideration.

d. A Lock Forward. As the church school takes a
look ahesd esrly in 1919 meny problems face 1t. Lesders
haeve been taken awey; labof, fuel, transportation are short.
However the challenge is, "Not Less But More.' Church
school lesders are urged to set s definite goal and then
nlan & vrogram of work. Particularly in four phases they
are urged to keep standards high. They are thoroughness
of Qommunity extension, appropriatgness of lesson material,
supervision, ang treining classes. The young vpeople's
work, too, especiélly needs help. Young people need to
be challenged by Christian service. "As one Wellesly
ccllege senior said, 'Give us & clarion instead of a flute
call. Make us feel that the tesk cannot be done unless we

5 .
do it.'"
2. Social Service

In October, 1918 a Social Service Departmenﬁ

wee begun. Its purpose is
"to bring before teschers and leaders in the churches

thie problems thet face the community. In the last few
vyears tThere has been & very merked change in the atti-

. . . . . .

1. Cf. Editoriasl: "The Hotto of the Church School for 101¢,'
January, 191¢, on. 3-4.

2. Cf. Fisher: "An Idea With a Destiny," Seotember, 1919,
pPn. 284-265.

3. Editorial: "Conserve the Young People's Work," October,
1818, o. 621.



tude of churches and church members regarding the »urpose
and function of the church in its community. A social
conscience is being developed in the church. Religion

to be worth while must function in the every-day life of
men snd women. The cnly hope for the world is a re-
constructed social order.'

This emphasis is reflected in many waye. "The Implications

of Democracy! is the topic under the Social Service Depart-
)

~

‘ment heading in Februery 1912, and 1t calls attention to
the necessity for justice and & resl democracy in regerd
to the negro population of the country.

A number of items relsted to the campaign for

prohibition. Resulte of prohibition, effective in some
3

states, are greohically described. The Federal Council
of Churches of Christ in America organized a campsasipgn to

present the sociel and moral loss occesioned by liquor
4
traffic.

One main interest of a social nature is the in-
terest in and help sent to relieve Armenian suffering. At

Christmas time special drives in the Sundey schools raised
A

money for that country. Articles describing conditions
8 ; ,
there are published. A Sunday school commissicn from

different denominations was sent to the Near East to super-

1. Atkinson, Henry A.: "The Social Service Devartment,"
October, 1918, p. 628.

2. Cf. Atkinson: p. 4l.

3. Cf. "Prohibition in Michigan," August, 1919, p. 233.

4. Cf. "Strengthen America," May, 1918, pp. 289-290.

5. Cf. "A Million-Dollar Gift," October, 1918, p. 619.

6. Cf. "The Least of These," November, 1918, p. 666.



vise or help as well as get filrst hand information about
l -
conditions. Altogether the idea of the community rather

than the individual is stressed more and more.

3. Svecial Relation to Men in Service
Churches and church schools engage in many activi-

ties especially for the men in service. Often churches
2

give each boy leaving a Testament or Bible. Others write

letters each week to men awey, keep a map with tecks show-
3
ing the position of each man, have an honor roll, make

men away associate members of fTthe class, hold comradeship

meetings with prayer for each one, remember them on birth-
4
days, Christmas. Churches near a camp keep the church

open daily, often with some kind of social room; provide
affiliate membership for the boys; make special provision
for them in church school and Christisn Endeavor; help

care for sick when outside the camp, provide orogram and
v 5
speakers for certain nights at camp; entertain in homes;
'S
open service clubs in needed districts; help national and
7
internationsl war agencies.

L] » . . . .

. Cf. "Sunday School Commissicn to Near East," June, 1919,
. 167. . ,

Cf. "Before the Boys Leave," May, 1918, p. 288.

Cf. "A Sunday School War Council," January, 1918, po. 6-7.
Cf. Pearce, W. C.: "Soldiers or Slackers?" January, 1918,
po. 13-15,

Cf. "What the Men Are Doing," Jsnuary, 1918, pn. 15-16.
Cf. Sperry, Willard S.: "The Scollay Square Service Club,"
May, 1918, po. 273-275. :
Cf. Stockdale, Allan A.: "What the Church School Can Do
For Our SBoldiers and Sailors," May, 1918, p. 283,

AN -t
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The returning soldier is perhaps even a greater
challenge to the church. Churches are urged td make
provision for really worthwhile service for the men re-
turning. Theyv have come to demand reality in religion.
The church must heed that demand.l The returning soldiers
should be brought into the life of the church by vital
contacts and zctivities. A minister who had several return-
ed service men as his guests at dinner found thaet to them
"peligion is doing the kind thing.”z The big problem is
to correlate worship and service. By seeking to place
them in positions of leadershiv where leaders are so much
needed, a chance is also pnrovided for them to express them-
selves and not to be told by some authority. The reality,

the courage that the soldier demands is indeed a challenge

to the church.

D. The Home
"However efficient are our schools they cannot

do the whole or the most important part of the morsl and

3

religious education of the children." The home is the
rlace where the most important training tekes place. The

family must serve as a center of Christian living and

. . » . . .

1. Cf. Merrick, Frank W.: "The New Mobilization," November,
1919, ». 25. '

2. Owen, George W.: "The Service Man in Service," November,
1919, ». 25.

3. "Report of Congregational Commission on Morel and
Religious Educetion," December, 1919, p. 32.
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worship as a basis of the child's understanding of the
relaticnship of God ae Father snd all men as brothers.l

With the change of industry from the home to the
factory and office, the massing of povnulation in cities,
the commercialization of‘life, the changing status of
women also has come change in character of perental suthor-
ity.2 Some feel that the famlily as a social institution
has outl;ved its ﬁsefulness, others say not. Dr. Weigle
says that the home "must become more gefiuinely democratic
and more whole-heartedly Christian."5 |

Need for trsining of parents is shown by examples
of parent-child relationships. However parent treining to
many is en unheard of thing. A course of study for parents
is amazing. On the other hend, through Mother's Clubs,
Congress of Mothers, and Parent Teacher Associations many
are being reached.4 |

One help aveilable to perents and teachers as
well is & series of articles written by Professor Luther A,
Weigle. They largely relste to child psychology. His

5
topics include: "The Child As a Discoverer," YA Bundle

. . . . - -

1. Cf. Weigle, Luther A.: "The Christisn Femily," November,

: 1919, pp. 21-23.

2. Cf. Weigle: "The Modern Home and Its Perplexities,'
December, 1819, pp. 16-17, 47-48.

3. Weigle: "The Christian Family," November, 1919, »p. 21-23.

4. Cf. Alston, Grace I: "The Need of Parent Training,"
November, 1919, »o. 24, 47.

5. Januvary, 1218, pp. 5-6.
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1 2 3
of Instincts," "Children's Lies," "A Boy's Loyalty,"
"The Age of Hero Worship,"4 "fhen & Boy Wants to Go %o
‘Work,“u "Bresking Oid Ties,"6 "When Doubts Gome,"7 "The
Forming of Habits,"s "The Develovment of the Will,"9 “Thé

10 11
Roots of Law," and "How Religion Grows." These erticles

are fuller treatments of subjects touched uvon in his book
The Pupil in the Pilgrim Training Course for Teachers.
They are pracﬁibal toplice for both teacher and parent.
Another series of articles is Worthy of note in
this connection. The American girl was investigated by
Margaret Slattery. "The American Girl and Her Community"

was the sublect, sc the revorts are beneficial to home,

: 12

school, and church. "The Girl at Home," "The School-
13 14 15

girl," "The Business Girl," "The City Girl," are her

topics. BShe describes their lives, their interests and
mekes suggestions about how they may be helped.
in these various weys the family and its individ-

ual members are brought to the attention of religious

o .

1. February, 1218, pp. 71-72. 2. March, 1918, po. 148-150.
3. April, 19218, pp. 206-207. 4. May, 1918, op. 278-279.
5. June, 1918, pp. 350-352. 6. July, 19218, pp. 425-426.
7. August, 1918, po. 494-4986.

8. September, 1918, pn. 561-562.

9. October, 1918, pp. 630-631.

10. November, 1918, pp. 676-677.

11. December, 1918, pp. 719-720.

12, Slattery: June, 1918, po. 381-365.

13. Blattery: April, 1918, »p. 211-213.

14. Blattery: March, 1918, pp. 156-159.

15. Slattery: February, 1918, »no. 756-77.



-42-

educators and church school workers.

E. The Message of Religious Education

A chaplain recently come from the front was asked
what message he thought should be stressed in teaching young
people. His reply calls attention to three points. God's
need of man is primary. Soldiers are finding in that fact
a purpose beyond themselves, he said, & purpose worth giving
their lives for. The war should alsc point young minds to
the sacrifices being mede for them‘and to the Supreme
Bacrifice that has been made. In this message the coming
of the Kingdom in greater power is to De expected.l

The demand of the soldier is and will be for
reality in religion it is felt. To the man at the front
sin, prayer and God are very real.2 They eipect reality
end spiritual courage from the peo?le at home.6 The meg—
sage of Christ including God &s Father and men as brothers
must become more real. Christ must be reflected more
clearly from the church, in order to relate the highest
ideals of men %o Him, for He has the power to transform

4
life.

1. Cf. Editoriel: '"The Teacher's lMessesge in This World
Crisis," April, 1918, pp. 203-205.

2. Of. Atkinson: "Education for Service in This Time of
War," June, 1918, pp. 346-348.

3. Cf. Editorial: "Spiritusl Courage," lay, 1919, p. 133.

4. Cf. Richards: "The Soldier's Challenge to the Churches,”
May, 1918, po. 283-285, '

i
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In the present situation of wer, the Christien
must bear witness by showing love for his enemies, by

Tigh ti-g for g better world, and by dsily practicing his
1
belief in eternal life. This involves recognition of the

eternal werth of the humean scul, and of the power of the
o

~

human spirit through the grace of God.

In the world azhead, which it is believed will
be totally different from the world before the war, the
church has a supreme responsibility.5 On the foundation
built by the church must stand the new social order.é
To build this foundétion, several emphases are necessary.

One 1s the change from a message implying ease and protec-

5

tion tc & message of sacrifice, and service. The Christian
6

life must be a real adventure, not a retreat, it must

7
sound the note of brotnerhood, of cooveration. To put

this message into practice means an emphasis on the soclal

nature of religion. Writer sfter writer points to the

z

change of -emphasis from individuel gein to social service.

- » . . . .

1. Cf. Bosworth, Edward I.: "The Christisn Witness in Wer, !
Mey, 19218, pp. 286-288.

2. Cf. Weigle: "Our Religious Education in War Time,'

June, 1918, opn. 339-341.

. Cf. Atkinson, op. cit.

4., Cf. Holt, Arthur E.: "The Axe At the Foot of the Tree,'
September, 1912, p. 262.

5. Cf. Richards: A Quest and a Challenge," September, 1910,
pPo. 259-260.

6. Cf. "Is Our Religion Selfish?" September, 1919, p. 260.

7. Cf. Editorial: "The Changing umonasis," July, 1919, D.
197, from Lyman Abbott, in The Outlook
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The question is no longer "What can I do to bhe saved?"
1
but "What can I do to serve others?! It is the resoponsi-

bility of the church to see that this spirit of service
o

&

is Christien in ide2l and purpose.
Tc meet this responsibility, the church must

become a unit. This unity should begin in the local church,
_ 3
extend to churches of the community, and to a union of

church and community. The church can transform the group,
but it must be vart of the group, not aloof. This "break-

ing down walls of partition," must be evidenced in the
4

program of religious education.
In all these changes and problems the young

people must come to the front. The ovpportunity for the
5 6
chiurech is in its young veopvle, they are its vital gssets.

They are asking for & real challenge from the church, they
)?

are asking for responsibility, 2 hard task to be done, a
‘ A 8
church of service to belong to. They need leaders; they

® 3 (3 . . .

Editorial: "The Changing Emphasis," July, 1219, p. 197,
from Lyman Abbott, in The Outlook.

Cf. Editoriel: "Our Service Number," iay, 1918, p. 268.
Cf. Editorlal: "The New Year and the New World," January,
1918, pp. 3-4.

Cf. Cope: "The Call for Cooperation," April, 1919, p. 103.
Cf. Winchester, B. S.: "Podayv's Challenge," May, 1919,

v. 2686,

Cf. Editorial: "The Young People's Challenge %o the
Church," August, 1919, p. 230.

Cf. Ibid., ». 229.

Cf. Blattery: "The Compelling Power of the Church in
Action," August, 1918, pp. 506-509.

. LI ] . . L3
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1 2
need %o be understood. They need these things now.
E. Summary

Religious education is awake to the need of a
more adequate program. It proposes to bring this about
by better organization, by improving the-&ork that is
being done, and by increasing the work done. Leadership
is one of the most vital needs in such & stepn forward.
Religious education is caring for some needs of the men
iﬁ the service, but it must get & far broader vision of the
needs of the community. This enlarged vision must exvress
1ts renewed sense of dependence on God 1h acts of service

for all mankind. Such is the picture presented in 1918~

1919.

1. Cf. Editorisl: “The Young People's Challenge to the
“Church," August, 1919, p. 230. )
2., Cf, Sheldon, Fp.ank M.: "A New Day in Young People's
Work," December, 1919, p. 28. |
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CHAPTER III
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN 1941-MARCH 1943
AS PRESENTED IN
THE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

A. Introductibn

Today's problems press in from every side. There
is a feeling of heving experienced many of these same
difficulties in & former time of war crisis, twenty five
vears ago. There are some new elements in this plcture
however. What are they? What is found in religious edu-
cation todey?

B. The Field of Religious Education

Though the field of religious education in 1941-
Merch 1943 1s an extensive one and many areas &are reached,
much remeins to be done. Leadefs in Christian eduoationl
are aware of the needs and their plens to help meet them
are part of this field of religious education.
1. The Need for an Advence

2
"And there were children there.” Those are the

. . . . . .

1. The terms "religious education' snd "Christian education"

are used interchangeably in the source material. They
will be so considered in this study.

Editorial: "There Were Children There,! January, 1941,
p. 3. The only source used for this chepter 1is the
International Journal of Religiocus Education so the name
of the magazine will not be included in the footnotes.

0
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closing words of a recent news story from London describ-
ing the scene of an air raid. Russell Colgate uses them
as a challenge to Christian education in America. Another
challenge comes from Roger Babson who wrote before the
beginning of the war,
"We. oldsters will probsbly check in before real trouble
comes. But our young people must have something more
substantial than bank accounts, real estate, insurance
bonds, or even democracy itself. Unlessqthey have sane
spiritual foundations, they are licked.'
These arresting thoughts are occasioned by and in foreboding
of another wer. The belief has been that out of the World
War would come a '"new order of righteousness." Indicaetions
of a false foundation for that belief began in the eerly
twenties when the Interchurch World Movement faziled., Pre-
viously in times of need people turned to the church, but
with the deprecssion came the unusual resction of steady
decline in church membership. It is evident that meny .

young people are not being reached by the church oprogram.

Only every other child is reached by any religious teach-

»

ing. Crime is on the increase and the age of the average
4
criminal is decreasing. "Speak to my peovnle that they go
5
forwerd " is again the marching order. '"What we teach our

- . . . . .

1. Bartlett, Edward R.: "Christian Education Must Advance,"
January, 1941, p. 11, quoting Roger Babson,

2. Cf. Ibid. .

3. Cf. Smith, Luther Wesley: "Speak to Iy People !" April,
1942, p. 17. :

4. Cf. Bartlett, op. cit., po. 11-12.

5. Smith, op. cit.
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boys and girls today America will become tomorrow. Give
1

them Christ today and they will make America His tomorrow ¥

With some such thought as this in mind

"The United Advance in Christian Education, tsking
account of the difficulties presented by our confused
social order, is nevertheless confident of the limit-~
less resources in the Christisn faith. To increase
their own effectiveness, to enrich the lives of our
citizens, to strengthen demogracy itself, our churches
must go forward - together.' : .

2. The Plan Proposed

The Internstional Ccuncil of Religious Educstion
which for twenty years has been the organization through
which about forty Protestant denominaticns and about thirty
state councils have worked, has proposed thst in the years
1942-1945 united effort be centered on reaching the "other
half" with Christian education.5 The proposal grew out of
individual denominational advances.4 The result is the
planning of the:United Christien Education Advance. This
is a plan whereby new developments for the extension of
Christien educsation are built on the foundation of the

5
work already being done. In the pleace of individual efforts,

a united effort is made. "A common goal - 'To reach every

1. Smith, op. cit.

2. Bartlett, ovi cit., ». 1lZ2.

3. Cf. Editoriel: "Facing Cutward - and Forward !" Januery,
1942, p. 4.

4. Cf. Munro, Herry C.: "What's New About This Advance,'

Februery, 1942, p. 10. \
5. Cf. Editorisl: "Facing Outward - and Forward !" January,

1942, p. 4.
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person with Christian teaching' is supported by common
1
specific emphases on home, church, and community.' With

this three-fold emphasis great possibilities are open for

expanding. The putting of home and community in for their
places of responsibility and help in this work of Christian
education is an unusual, but vital part.g Long &and careful
planning has gone into a long term program for the Advance.

Aims have been determined in this planning as follows:

"The United Christian Education Advance is united
action to

REACH EVERY PERSON WITH CHRISTIAN TEACHING
In the Home
Regular Bible reading esnd prayer.
Living as Christians in the Family.
In the Church
Increasing attendance.
Improving teaching for Christian discivpleship.
' In the Community
Bringing every person into the fellowship of some church.
Churches working together for a Christisn community."3d

Promotion for the Advance is planned in detail
Beginﬁing with state and city council promotions in Jan-
uary 1942. The official lasunching is the Quadrennial
Convention of the Internetional Council of Religious Edu-
cation in Febrgafy. The theme of the convention is- the
Advance. Then in April about one hundred and thirty five
one-day conventions held all ovef the country will reach

. . - . . .

1. Munro, op. cit.
2. Cf. Ibid.

3. Editorial: "Facing Outward - and Forward !, January,
1942, p. 4.
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locel workers to stimulate, inspire, and help them plan
1
their part.

This union of goeals, emphases, and methods will
make possible an attack on public opinion which is &
votent fector. Through newsvapers, radio and pictures
the work of Christian education will be before the public.2
Also through belebration of Christian Family Week in May
and Religious Education Week in the fall promotion will
be accelerated_.5 As the Advance begins

"The words of Woodrow Wilson are more tragicelly true
. +. . then when spoken: 'A nation cannot survive mate-
rially unlese it be redeemed spiritually.' To szch e
spiritval redemption the Advance 1s dedicated.’

5. How the Advance Becomes Effective

No matter how wonderful the plan, or hLow exten-
slve the publicity the effectiveness begins when peonle
are reached with the message. For instence, considerbthe
goals for "In the home." When a femily Wildh hae not opre-
viously done so begins to rezd the Bible &nd have family
prayer, when family and personal life are,thgreby affect-

ed, then the Advance has begun in that home.

From the one-day conventions mentioned, the locsal

1. Cf. Editorial: "Facing Outward - and Forward ! Jesnuary,.
1942, p. 4,

2. Cf. Munro, op. cit., p. 36.

3. Cf. Editorial, op. cit.

4, Ibid.

5. Cf. Munro: "How the Advance Becomes Effective," April,
1942, p. 186.
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church must really begin the Advance. An example given
illustrétes this process. A family moved into & new
community and affiliated with cne of the churches. ©Scon
both husband and wife had resvponsibilities in the church
school. They atﬁended a onefday convention with 2 car full
cf other workers. Ir. Kirk was challenged by the emphasis
on "reaching the other half." He got in touch with other
church leaders in his town. He gafhered me.terial which
showed the numbers of peonle unreached by any church. At
a meeting of superintendents, ministers, and others the
etatistics showed a picture which eamazed them all. Results
included the organization of a Council of Churches and
Christian Education with cooperative plans for "reaching
the other half."l

A play, published in April offers the possibility
of dramagic presentation of the step "From Convention to
Action,“w with the need being spotlighted by a family
situation. These examples and play both show the Advance
actuelly becoming effective in & home, in & church, and in
& community.

Since-fhis study includes twb years 1t is possible
to see many acftual results of this Advance in various

1. Cf. Armstrong, C. A.: "How the Advance Starts in a Com-
munity," October, 1942, pp. 19-21.

2. Cf. Fling, Robert W.: "From Convention to Action," April,
1942, pp. 18-19, 36.
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communities and churches. It is inspiring to read comments
and reports sent in from all parts of the country. Over
and over comes the report of ministers, churches, denomina-
tions working together in leadership schools, summer serv-
‘ices, Rally Day meetingé, téking religious censuses, parish
visitetions, and Church School Nights.2 Other evidences
of the Advance come in reports of "Church Nights at Home,“5
selective service gquestionnaires with check lists for serv-
ice and leadgrs‘r;ip,4 and locel suggestions for promoting
the Advance.D Much home visitation is reported, somefimes
preceded by training and consecration of visitors. The
purpose of such visitation is increase in regular practice
of Bible reading and vrayer, attendance &t church school,
improved teaching, etc. |

As previously cited, Religious Educetion Week is
observed in the fall. This observance helps call to the
attention of more people the importance of Christian
religious education. The local church is really the focal
point of the Christian education program and each local

. . L] . . .

1. Cf. "What's Happening in the Advance," February, 1943,
oo. 19-21.

2. Cf. "Advance Briefs," January, 1943, p. 19.

3. Ibid.

4. Cf. Ipid.

5. Cf. "What's Hapoening in the Advance,! February, 1943,
pp. 19-21.

B8

. Cf. "What's Hapoening in the Advance," December, 1942,
pp' . 15-14:.
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church, it is pointed out, needs to nlan ahead for its
observance. "Religious Education Week can set the morsale

and shape the plans for the entire year's educational
1 . :
activities, if you volan well," it is seid. Denominations

sugzest programs for local churches, and churches are

urged to use local radio stations for special programs
; 2
designed to reach people not interested in religion. This

last suggestion apolies too, to the secéond aspect of the
observance of Religious Education Week, that of community
observance. A suggested oprogram for the blending of local

church asnd community observance is published. Both aspects
3
are essential, neither is complete without the other.

The Council vprepares helps for communities in planning

radio nrograms. In addition government officials of states,
4

cities, etec., ere reguested to issue proclamations. The
International Journal of Religious Education carries &

letter of endorsement from the President of the United
5
States.

4. Special Relation to the War
Effects of the war are observable in many phases

1. Ketcham, John Burns: "Religious Education Week," July-
Auvgust, 1941, ».86.

2. Cf. "International Council Svnonsors Broadcasts," October,
1941, ». 17.

3. Cf. Ketcham, ov. cit., p. 8.

4, Cf. "Religious Education Week," September, 1942, p.33.

5. Cf. "President Endorses Religious Education Week.1942,"
September, 1942, ». 17. -
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of the field of religious education. The very themes for
Religious Education Week in 1941 and 1942 reflect the world
struggle. "Foundations of Democracy" and "Foundations of
Freedom’ are the themes used.l Spiritual foundations are
emphasized because foundations in & material Wbrld are
shaking.

Perhaps the greatest challenge to Christian edu-
cation because of the war, is the great transplanting of
femilies. I% is’estimated that by 1943 over 20,000,000
people in the United States will have been moved To new
homes, new sections of the country.2 From gll over the
land comes the report of church activities in these Teities”
that have grown up over night. In some instances a worker
or a minister is employed and lives in the treller group
or new housing district.5 In other places veople in the
new community organize & Council and go to work themselves.
Sunday schools are meeting out under the trees, in school
buildings% and in homes.5 Vecation schools as well as
Sunday schools are held in these areas.6 What is needed
is "interdenominational action under denominational leader-

1. Cf. Munro: "Foundations of Freedom," July-August, 1942,
p. 20.

Cf. Kincheloe, Robert L.: "Religious Education in a War
Boom Town," July-August, 1942, bo. 8.

4]

. Cf. "Reach Every Person," January, 1943, pnp. 20-21.
. Cf. "What's Hepvening in the Advance," February, 1943,
p. 20. ‘

Cf. Kincheloe, op. cit.
Cf. "Reach Every Person," January, 1942, p. 20.

.
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ship," says one writer. Great is the need in many areas

of the nation. "The churches must not fail these people
[»]

[

in their hour of need !

Recognition of this great need is evidenced by
plans fér the Journal which include discussion’of "problems
for Christian education created by the war." These include
camp and industrial community problems such as

"A Sunday school in & trailer camp.

The church caring for children whose mothers are in
war industries.

Welcoming industrial newcomers into your churches.
Dormitories, trailer camps, new housing areas - Where
can youth find its place? 3

Swing shift recreation after midnight."

Also the subjects "When the Men Come Back" and "Christian
_ 4 ’
Education Around the World" will be discussed. Already

in the July-August 1942 number of the Journal a long
article reports the Wdrk of "Christian Education Around

the World!" as it contihues in spite of the war in countries
5
which at that time were not severed from communication.

5. Summary
)Truly the 1mpact of the war on Christian education

makes these years most significant ones. The United

Kincheloe, ov. cit.

Ibid., p. 9.

"The International Journal of Religious Education in a
Time Like This," February, 1943, p. 20B.

Cf. Ibid.

Cf. Barclay, Wade Crawford: "Christian Education Around
the World," pp. 6-7, 33.

. e o
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Christian Education Advance launched officially in 1942
with emphasis on the home, the locel church, the community
seems created for such a time as this. The challenge is

facing every Christien family, church, and community.

C. Religious Education in the Local Church

Even as the local church is citéd as the focal
point in observance of Eeligious Education Week it 1is the
center of any progrem of religious education. "It is in
yoﬁr church thet the real vprogrem of religilous educetion
recches tine child, the youth, the adult, snd the homes
from winich they oome."l It ié not surprising then that
mucn consideration is given to religions educetion in the

local church.

1. The Church

The church as & single unit is more prominent
than orevicusly. Instead of tThinking of the church school
as the religiocus education enterprise of the church, the
church itself is thought of as comprising sll the various
activities of its parish. At a parent-teacher night in one
church where different church activities were illustrated,
& woman was heerd To remark:

o

"Good lands, but this church must do & lot of things.'"
"It does,' a Council worker sgid . . ."The church is
& big thing. It is more than just Sunday morning or

. . . - . °

1. "Religicus Education Week," September, 1942, p. 20.



evening service. It is more than Council, or missions,
or Sunday School. _0Oh, I tell you, it takes us all to
meke the church.'"

This oneness of the church group is being stress-
ed in relaticn to the children. The church belongs to them
too. They should be included in special observences; be
taken on frequent viesits to parts of the church such as the
pulpit, organ, etc.; be encouraged to come to church in
femily grouvn (with scmething in the church service of inter-
est to different ages); have speciel activities such &s
choirs. Different ages mey be mede in differeng ways to
feel that they belong to the church fellowship.ﬁ

The matter of becoming a member of the church in
the usual meaning of that term, hes become & speciel concern.
Sometimes children are carefully trsined in classes over &

3
long veriocd of time.L One church which hes used Lenten

Saturday mornings for a class in church membership for

ot

sixth greders, finds meny young people not members of the

chhurch. The whole intermediate department of the church
school is made & membership study cless during Lent. Per-

sonal contacte are made withh the minister in & devotionsal

eriod end in & brief telk he gives about the assignment

e}

for the dey. Then & celler interviews each student and his

. . - . . .

1. Bessions, Will A.,Jr.: "It Takes Us All to Meke the
Church," January, 1942, o. 18.

2. Cf. Jonee, Philip Cowell: "The Church Belcngs %o Children,
Toc," February, 1942, pn. 6-7.

3. Cf. Ibidg.



perente about church membersihip.

Membership classes attempt to make Joining the
church, baptism, and the communiocn meaningful to the children.
However they should not be forgotten when they have Jjoined
the church. "Joining the church ig significent but it is
not the end - in a rezsl sense it is the serious beginning
of the Christian's real growth and ser-vice.“2 A orogram of

training in stewardship might follow, whick would purpose to

maeke the church a fellowship of contributing members - con-
- 2

L™

tributing time,; telents, nossessions.
Truly it does take &8ll to meke the church, all s&s

stewards of Christ.

a. Organization of religious education in the
local church. here are different ways of organizing the
educational work in & local church. Probably organizetion
under a Comaittee or Board of Christian Educeation is the
mest frequent type. This Board is the center from which the

wnole progrem of religicus education in the church radiates.
4

It hes been called & "central clearing-house.” Usually

made up of representatives from various boards and organi-

. . - . . .

1. Cf. "We Could Try Thet," ilarch, 1941, ». 16.

2. Burkhart, Roy A.: "When Children Join the Church,'
January, 1941, po. 18-109.

3. Cf. Fritz, Dorothy B.: "What Do You Mean - Stewardship
Education?" March, 1941, »pp. 12-13.

4., Cf. Dunkin, Leslie, E.: "A Central Clearing House,"
October, 1241, pn. 16-17. '
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zations of the church, it mskes plens, considers proposals,
and generally directs the educational activities. Member-
ship on this board means work the year round and members

not willing to give time and thought to the work need to
1
be replaced. One such board set up the following four

voints to guide it in its plans and discussions:

1. The develonment of a church consciousness, rather
than an individuel, class, department or schocl
consciousness;

2. Close cooperetion with the national church-orgeni-
zetion plens; .

3. Close cooweration with the Christian educstion plans
in the community; and

4. The balanced develonment of all phases of the church
through the groupe, talent and field available.'2

These are good. gsnerg}kgoals to keep constently in mind.
For & more specific anslysis of the effectiveness of the
educationasl vprogram of a local church the following ques-
tions might be essked:

1. Who adopts the educational volicy in your church?
The church, & small grouo, or one person?

Haeve you & comprehensive program, or & mere assort-
ment of sctivities?

Are your plens supervised once they are made?

Have ycu & lonz-term plen for getting your leaders?
Is your physical eguipment adequate?

Have you & sound and thoughtfully chosen curriculum?
Do you intelligently cooperate with the home?"d

AV}

.

O O s R

.

The importence of the religious education commit-

tee or board is seldom overestimated. It means resl work

» » . - . .

Cf. Dunkin, op. cit., p. 16,

Ibid.

Howell, Walter D.: "Is Your Church Educationally
Effective?! April, 1942, p. 9.

[VAEAVE
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and earnest endeavor, but these should result in improved
effectiveness.
b. TiHe church school. In & discussion celled

1
"What We Can Expect of the Sunday School! Ethel L. Smithers

calls attention to the many criticisms that erise from the
present organizstion and administration of that institution.
There is not enoﬁgh time, svace and eguipment are inade-
quate, and professionally trained workers are necessary.
These sre some negative reactions to the Sunday school.
Taking these objections into consideration and showing that
they are often overemphasized, suggestions are made as to
what may be expected of the Sunday school. Seven specific
expected outcomes of the work are listed. The church
schoocl may enable children to find Christian adult friends
who are really interested in them. It may guide children
"to be busy about the Father's busineés" in their éveryday
lives, familiarize them with the service of worship in
which they may teke part, establish a sense of "belonging
to the church fellowship, help them to "unify life around
Christian values and devotions," and to study and think
about spiritual things, esvedially the Bible, in such a
wey thet it will be continuous.

The Sunday school is & school "for Christisn learn-
ing and living thet can vitalize and guide the total life

1. November, 1941, v»o. 10-11, 18.
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of the church fellowship under thé guidance of the trained
and wise minister with the intelligent cooperation of the
membership."l
(1) Orgesnization. That the church school mey fill full
the possibilities just cited, and more, leaders are debat-
ing the values of varicus types of orgenizetion. Specifi-
cally discussicn is concerned with the relative merits of
the small and lerge class. A small class refers to a group
numbering from five to fifteen while twenty five\or more is
termed a large class.2 -Leaders and others in the field
express different idess, though advocates of the large cless
sre in the majority. Those favoring & small cless point to
the lack of treained teachers and feel that this lack makes
them feel inadequate for directing a large group and lead-
ing assisﬁants in a variety of activities. Also the effec-
tive teacher must heve personal contacte with class members
and this seems rather difficult with large classes. That
& shy child will more likely varticipate in a smell group,
and that asctivities such &s field trips are more vraciical
3

in smell classes are other fazctors supporting this division.

However, as was stated, the larger class has nmore suopporters.

LS

Reasonsg given for this vpreference include the fact that there

. Smithers, Ethel, L.: "What We Can Expect of the Sunday
School," November, 1941, p. 18.

Cf. Editorial: "Large Classes - Or Small?" March, 1942,
v. 4.

. Cf. Riggins, Mrs. P. W.: "Arguments for the Smell Class,”
Mey, 1942, ». 4.

NI
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are too few trained teachers, that many people are gualified
to help with ohases of work who would not be able to take

1
a class, that it offere opvortunity for wider scope of

work, and that it affords excellent opportunity for lesder-
o

~

éhip training in the capacity of assistants.

The finsl decision about division depends on the
local situation, but the general ovinion seems to be that
lerge clesses are better than small ones i1f not used as an
excuse to avoid work to meke the present set up effective,
1f not used as an excuse to lecture, if a good teacher is

aveilable, if carefully plenned, and if personal contacts
=z

[,

ere maintained.

Further organization of the class, whatever size,
intc & club is sometimes advocated. A contrast of classes
and clubs shows fhat often & class is not & unit. This
fact is influenced by grouping done according to age and
public school grade rather than naturel, neighborhood, or
interesf situations. This contrest is not pilctured to in-
sist thet all claseges be conducted as clubs, but Tto point
out the need for "closely-knit, purvoseful, creetive, out-

reaching, smell fellowships, which represent & fundamental

. . .

1. Cf. Editorial: "Rezders Prefer Large Classes," June, 1942,
0. 4.

2. Cf. Duncan, Mre. Adella G.: "Arguments for the Large
Class," April, 1942, p. 4. A

3. Cf. Editorisl: "Large Classes - If - ", July-August,
1042, p. 4. _
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’ 1
need in our day.'

One other element of administretion mentioned is
promotion dsy. One school changed its promotion time
from the lest Sunday in Zeontember to the first Sunday after
public school started. They find thet the delight in being
in a new grede in school is carried over to church schocl.
Then since the Sunday school continues through the summer,
the decision to vpromote seniors the Sundey after their
graduatioﬁ from high school was made. Otherwise the tend-
ency is to feel no 1dnger s vart of the high school depart-
ment and by the fall promotion~tﬁey-aré away ;n collegea
go they feel no real place in the church school. This
change booste summer attendence and the seniors feel that
they are re?lly coming back to their depar;ment on holidays.
'Now this school has decided to make promotion day for all
departments at the close of the public school in the belief
that prestige, summer attendance and morale will be improv-
éd.g
(2) Materials. Lesson materizsls have 1little place in
writings of this period. Attention:is celled to the Uni-

3 _ 4
form lessons &and to the Group Graded lessons which com-

mittees have published for many years. A need for improved

1. Limbert, Paul M.: "Grouo Work in the Church School,'
Jenuvery, 1942, p. 15.

2. Cf. "We Could Try Thet," June, 1941, p. 12.

3. Cf. "Pinally," April, 1942, »n. 40.

4. Cf. "Finally," June, 1942, p. 40.
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lescon materials was felt, and a few years ago three
committees were appointed by the International Council to
work onAproposals. The plan suggested and approved includes
thrée types of material. They are outlines for Bible content
which will have as much in commocn for 21l agé groups as 1is
Teasible, outlines called "the Graded Series" Yrich in Bib-
lical content and Christisn doctrine" and suitable for var-
ious types of sessions, and a Curriculum Guide for the Local
Church to Ee used where the church wishes to develop its
. own curriculun. Peoplé from many different denominations
are working on the committees. This is the newest step in
“,preparation of materizls for the church school as well as
for sooiéty, weekdaf, vacation, camp and family éeséions.l
| ’Thus it 1se that the church school functiohs,
changing and progreesing, as part of the program of reli-

gicus education in the local church.

c. Wéekday feligious education. Weekday religious
education is a subject of general interest in Christian
education circles today. There is much confusion, many
questions arising, but the subject is a prominent one.

Three genereal forms are in operation. The first czlled the
Weekday Church School 1s held in cocperation with the public
school, another form is the teaching of religion in the pub-

. . . . . .

1. Cf. Jones, Mary Alice: "Coming - New Lesson Outlines,"
June, 1942, p. 9.
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lic schools as part of the curriculum, and the third is a
community-wide approach in which the church is active in
determining forces that affect the whole life of the indi-
vidual.l

‘Relativé to these various forms, much discussion
centers around the advisability of religion in public éd-
ucation. Dr. George A. Coe, eand Dr. F. Ernest Johnson con-
ducted a discussion on this subject, "Religion in Public
Ecucation," for four months in the Journal. They revresent-
ed somewhat different schools of thought and their discussion
served to present to the reader different ideas about the
place religioﬁ‘should heve. They both agreed that religion
should occupy & more prominent vlace in oublic schools un-
der certain conditions. Dr. Coe stressed the importance of
democratic, sclentific consideration of religion and its
institutions.2 Dr. Johnson would have religion included in
the social studies with specific vproblems felated to the
various faiths.5 Dr. Johnson feels that moral, spifitual,
aesthetic values may not be weighed by scientific technique

4 .
and determined; Dr. Coe says that teaching religion as

- . . . . .

1. Cf. Editorial: "Weekday Religious Education," July-
August, 1941, ». 3.

2. Of. "Democratic lethod of Teaching Is Essential,"
September, 1941, pp. 4,36. :

3. Gf. "Cen We Not Trust Democracy,! September, 1941, pp.
4, 36. .

4. Gf. "The Scientific Method Is Not Enough," October, 1941,
. 4.
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Dr. Johnson proposes would result in the schools promoting
sectarian loyalties.l They seemed to agree that schools
should meke more prominent the area of conscience where
each individual's decision is final, and that the present
reticence toward religion in the public schools should be
diminished as rapidly as possible.2 Dr. Johnscn concluded
by restating his contention that

"A public school program which excludes the study of

religion as an empirical, institutional vhase of the

culture, is . . . deficient and nothing outside the

school, however imporjiant in itself, is golng to com-
pensate that defect."

The main guestion asked outside of religious
circles on the subject is whether or not it violates the
Americen principle concerning separation of church ahd
state as embodied in the Bill of Rights. The question has
been answered in the negative by various writers. George
L. Cutton's article on "Released Time"4 ie an exeample.
The interest in weekday religicus education has increased,
and while many questions are being asked, they are being
answered in the execution of the program in constantly‘
widening sareas.

The main problem seems to be competent leadership.

A fifteen point weekday school policy recently adopted by

. . . . . .

. Cf. "Should the Public Schools Promote Sectarian Loyal-
tiest" November, 1941, op. 4,18.

Cf. Coe: "Is Not Democracy in Religion Itself Implicit
in Christisnity?" December, 1941, p. 4.

Johnson: "Which Is Most Important,! December, 1941, p.32,.
September, 1942, pp. 12-13, 33.

TSI SR
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New York state includes emphasis on "adequately trained
personnel."l The treining of teachers then is one of the
big prbblems.

There is also the problem of reaching unchurched
children. In S8t. Paul this was accomplished by & census
taken in the third, fourth, and fifth grsdes. Children
who regilstered no church connection were contacted by
visitors and if enrolled their names were given to the pas-
tor nearest their home. This project has been effective
and valuable.2

These discussions and reports‘make it evident
that some form of weekday religious education 1s being
introduced in many sections of the lsnd. Problems are
being met and solved in individual situations. Weekday

religious educeation is a rapidly growing vpart of the field

of Christian education.

d. Vacetion church school. 8till another part of
religious education in the locsl church is the veacation
church school. Here as in weekdzay schools trzined leader-
ship ie a big concern. One of the most recent developments

in fTraining leaders is the laboratory school where trazined
, 3
teachers are in charge and helpers are becoming teachers.

1. Cf. "%What's Haooening,! May, 1942, ». 38.

2. Cf. Petersen, Lemuel: "Reaching Unchurched Children,"
Februvary, 1943, ». 22.

3. Cf. Powell, Williem D.: "Laborstory Vacation Schools
Where Both Teachers and Children Learned," Harch, 1943,
op. 186-17, 35.
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Some important elements to include in this training ire
materials, courses, purposes and plans, and worship.

Here in the vacation church school %s another
opportunity for children to learn tolersnce, a lesson so
pertinent to today's needs. Here also is a potential check

' 3
for the rapid increase of juvenille delinguency. Many

churches are availing themselves of this opportunity.

e. Leadership. Leadership has been mentioned in
all phases of the religious education program of the church.
Yet it is so 1mportant;that it must be dealt with as a spe-
¢ial subject. The difficulties in securing leaders, and
good leaders, are increased by the war éituation. The values
of service in Christian education need to be fully weighed
in this time when many new tasks seem alluring and old ones
humdrum and monotonous. Public school authorities heve
realized this need and from the Sonecial War Bulletin of the
National Congress of Parents and Teachers comes the follow-
ing statement:

"The education of America's children cannot be slighted
without permanently disastrous results to America. We
must not 'sell the day to save the hour. ' "4

. . - . » o

1., Cf. Henry, Freddie: "How About an Institute," March, 1942,
n. 12-13.
2. g%. Brown, Jeannette Perkins: "Children Learn Tolerance,"
January, 1242, pp. 9-10.
3. Cf. Powell, oon. cit.
4. Editorial: "Church Workers and National Service," June,
1942, p. 3. V
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How will Christian education meet the challenge?

(1) Soliciting. One answer may be found in division of
leadersihip. For instance larger classes may be necessary,
undreamed of resources in short term fTeachers may be uti-
lized, pestor's classes may be revitalized, and the urgen-
cy of need for Christian leadership may chellenge former
slackers.l This chellenge of need for leaders may be &
second answer to the problem. One pastor and his wife had
great success securing leadefs when Gthe real peed was mede
clear and opportunities available were cited.a Dedication
and consecration services often help leaders feel the im-
portance and responsibility of their work end may be used .
at the beginning of the year or whenever it seems suita’ble'.V
(2) Training. Training of leaders continues even though
affected by the war. Field workers and members of the

state council may be of assistance to the loceal church. In
one instance the state council and local church together
planned & one-day Church Worker's Glinio.4 This is an ex-

ample of concentrated leadershi» education.

A new trend in leadership education is the plan

. - . . . .

. Cf. Foster, Virgil E.: "Fewer and Better Leaders in War-
. Time," May, 1942, op. 189-20.
Cf. Yingling, Dorothy: "Shortage in Leadership?" January,
1943, p. 22. A :
Cf. Meek, Frederick M.: "The Light That Lighteth Every
Man," Beptember, 1942, pp. 6-8.
4. Cf. "A United Field Avporoach," March, 1943, ». 18.

o
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of securing outstanding teachers and csrrying on school in
ad Jacent communities over a period of some weeks. Teachers
stay in the community as field workers during the course.
Thus class experience and study are integrated with the
work of the pupils.l
Last of all, training for service may be done
quife informally by reading. County libreries may be of
great assistance% or with proper stimulation and guidance
in reading, the local church may be the center for such
informal training.5 |
From many sources come reports of adjustments

and advances in leadership education. One director of
religious education says,

"We have never had such a fine church school staff and

1t was never easier to enlist them. People realize the

importance of the church in these times. They are deter-

mined to hold the home front. But they want a rezl

challenge and an improved program." '
(3) Methods and activities. Teacher training includes
methods and activities to be used. OSometimes workers be-

come s0 interested in means that the end fto which they are

to be used is lost. This warning needs to be sounded in a
5
consideration of things to do and how to do them. Perhaps

- ° . . . .

1. Cf. Sweet, Herman J.: "Projects in Community Advance,’
April, 1942, p. 13. ,
2. Cf. "We Could Try That," June, 1941, p. 12.

3. Cf. Carmichael, Patrick H.: "Can Your Teachers Reed?"-
v December, 1941, pv». 14-15, 32.
4, "Leadership Education Advance, " March, 1943, p. 15.

5. Cf. Editorial: "Do We Fool Ourselves This Way?!" March,
1941, p. 3.



use of the discussion method misinterpreted is sometimes
considered an end in itself. If & lively discussion takes
place in a classs the teacher is satisfied regardless of
the outcomes. This misinterpretation has occasioned an
atfack on thejvalue of the discussion method of teaching.
Therefore writers are concerned with seeing its real meaning
developed in religious eduoation.l
Another method of teaching which really includes
several others 1is the project method. The lérge class,
which many people advocate, furnishes excellent ovpportunity
for itS“use.z Care needs to be exercised in evalﬁating the
project and activities chosen. One group decided they were
promoting "glorified busywork" instead of really "purpose-
ful activity." They found in esctivity with a reasl gurpose
a zest that makes them dissatisfied with The other,
Group-research as a method of teaching 1is really
guite similer and ma.y be mentiocned under discussion of
the project method. In such a situetion, different members
of a group are each ﬁorking on some phase of a problem which
will finally be put together as a whole. Prineiples govern-
ing good group-research are a strong conviction on the part

° . . . . .

1. Cf. Welty, Ivan: "The Pack Trails an Idea," June, 1941,
op. 10=11.

2. Cf. Demerest, Ada Rose: "The Large Class Plan With
Juniors," October, 1942, pp. 10-11.

3. COf. McGavran, Grace W.: "Purposeful Activity or Glori-
fied Busy-Work?" Jesnuary, 1941, pp. 10, 36.
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of the teacher, insurance of satisfaction which is to be
found in "action thet getes somewhere," varied activities,

enterprises requiring the whole group, and unvarying empha-
1
gsis on truth.

These methods incofporate discussion and action
toward a purpose. "A good oroject is Christianity at work."
Thet is the end of any method of teaching.

A separate activity which is utilized by religious
education in many waye is a Boy Scout Troop. Suech a troop

may be part of a coordinated church progrem and incorporate
3
many other activities.

Drametics may also be used effectively as a means
4
of teaching and worshlping. Many churches are using it
5
a great deal with little exvense involved.

Miethods of teaching are incorvorated in the project
method and 1t is being used to a larze extent today. Vari-
ety and velue are determined and achieved through choice
of sctivities and project subjects.

(4) The teacher. "As a teacher you are teaching yourself
8

more loudly than anything found in the lesson quarterly.”

1. Cf. Yeomans, Nina A.: "Group-resesrch An Effective
Method of Teaching," February, 1943, pp. 12-13.

2. Welty, Ivan: "Let's Do Something ! July-August, 1941,

Cop. 13,

3. Cf. Wyland, Ray O.: "Boy Scouts in the Church," Septem-
ber, 1942, po. 10-11, 15.

4. Cf. Bhaw, Alma: "Exalted in Spirit," May, 1942, oo. 27,

39, 43.
9. COf. Welty: "Haywire Drematics," September, 1941, po. 14-15.
6. geéty: "Theology and Shrimp Wigzle,! February, 1942, pp.
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Whet is the message being taught? Whet mskes a leader,
anyway? One of the first things is the habit of growth.
The leader must grow in relationshio to his activities with
those he seeks to lead. A leader must have high motives
which continually become more clear and more centrel. A
leader must keep the natursel qualities of wersonal relation-
1
ship with his clsass. Such a leader hes been characteriz-
ed thus:
"The creative leader is not soft or sentimental, but he
stands with bowed head in the opresence of Life. Person-
ality is to him the gift of God. The ground whereon he
treads is always holy ground. He can be humble without
feeling humiliated. He can see others rean where he has
sown and say, 'God giveth the harvest.'! When he has
been privileged to serve well, he is oleased by what has
been done and graciocusly recelves gratitude or praise,
but he is also chastened by the thouzht of whet he has
fziled to do; 'these things ought ye to have done and nog
to have left the other undone' often rings in his ears.'?
Though leaders todey ere being called awey from
their homes there are others that may take their plece if
they see the need and the challenge. Training centers are
also affected by the war but this difficulty too can be
overcome with sincere effort. Thouzh leaders need to learn
good methods, their own self is the most imoortant thing
about their teaching and they should seek to grow in effec-

tiveness.

1. Sweet, Herman J.: "The Dynamics of Leadership," February,
1942, ». 15.
2. Ibid,
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f. Speoial emphases. This study of the Inter-
national Journal of Religious Education reveals certain
speciel emvhases which will be »resented a&s individuel
topics. They are concerned with certain grouvs, certain
activities, certain methods which are in the spotlight of
religious education.

(1) The place of the Bible in Christian education. Teach~-
ers are often torn between two opinions about the place of
the Bible in Christian education. It seems that

"One school tells him that he must return to the Bible,

'the whole Bible,' to & new devotion to memorizing its

words and mastering its history and its teachings.

The other school tells him that he has put too much

trust in mere knowledge and that what he needs now ii

to deal with 'the living experience' of his pupils.”
Becsuse of widesgpresd uncerteinty and difference of opinion
the International Journal chose this as "one of the three
major issues to have speciel numbers devoted to them this
year.“z (1841) In succeeding issues alsoc the use of the
Bible is frequently reported. Therefore the main lines of
thought concerning this pertinent question will be consider-
ed here.

In stating the Internationsl Council's oositicn
on the subject the editor cites the International Curric-
ulum Guide. It says that in teaching how to live as a

» .

1. Editorial: "Place of the Bible in Christiesn Education,’
January, 1941, p. 4.
2. Ibid.
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Christien you must have "subject matter." Teachers will
use

"twhatever the experience of the race snd the past ex—
perience of lesders and learners heve produced, which
has value in enriching this present exverience and giv-
ing it a Christisn guelity.' Among 211 the recorded
subject-matter avallable . . . the Bible is unigue and
preeminent. 'The Bible is the record of the historic
situation in which Christisnity arose; it contains the
primary source-meterial for the understending and eval-
vation of the rich content of Christien experience, be-
lief, and doctrine; it not only conteins the historic
record of human initiative as seen in the progressive
seerch of the Hebrew veople for God, but alsoc of the
divine initiative 28 seen in God's search after man,
culnminating in the av»vearsnce on the humsn scene of
Jesue Christ.'!"

With this stetement of positiocn the Journal introduces the
issue.

Dr. W. C. Bower writes en article entitéfd "Wnat
Do We Went Cur Children To Xnow About the Bible?" He is
anxious that children have "an awesreness of its history,"
that they use it as s pesource for living today," that
they acquire en "understanding of its nature and origin,"

and that they discover "ite enduring velues.'

"The Bible in the Home" is surveyed in an article

3

with fthis title by Ralph Spsulding Cushman. He shows
thet even in femilies of officials in the church the Bible

is comparatively little used. Reasons for this sre varied;

. . . . - .

1. Editorial: "The Tescher and the Bible," February, 1941,
D. 5.

2. Februvary, 1941, po. 86-7.

3. Februery, 1941, o»n. 12-13.
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lack of interest is probably the most fundamental. Lack
of time is not a valid excuse, he says. He then suzgests
times for and ways of conducting family devotions. Though
some materials are suggested a warning is included against
substituting any devotional pamphlet for the Bible. Genersl
principles to guide family worship are given and they con-
clude with the admonitiocn from Deuteronomny six.

An article showing that mere knowledge of the
Bible is not in itself insuresnce of growth of chareacter
voints to the necessity for better method of teaching to
include a "motivetion of life."l Different versicns and
"arrangements end different translations of the Bible‘are
suggested as possible helps in the teaching process.2 For
Gifferent age groups suggestions offered are:with young
children use stories, teach juniors through activities,
drematizetion for Junior high échool groups, a time chart
for senior highs, and lectures for adults.b All these
methods may be effective if well done.

For teaching the Bible to children Mary Alice Jones
hes given some additional helvps for selecting and presenting
material so that i1t may really furnish guildance for their

. . . . - .

1. Cf. Harrison, Samuel J.: "The Bible in Our Everyday Life,"
February, 1941, po. 16-17, 40.

2. Cf. Baxter, Edma M.: "hodern Versions and Arrangements
of the Bible," February, 1941, pp. 14-16.

3. Cf. "Teaching the Bible," Shields, Revelle, et. al.,
February, 1941, pp. 8-11, 40.
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1
life. It is zood for children to have their own Bible

end there are also many stories of the life of Jesus well
written for children. Rightly directed they may early
learn to enj)oy their Bible.g

With this emphasis on the use of the Bible and
with the helpful sugzestions belng offered 1t seems thet
Bible study’should become more effective.
(2) Visual aids. As a means of enriching Bible study as
well as other work done, the use of visual aids has come
into prominence. A special issue of the Journsl is devot-
ed to their use in the educational program of the church.

Visual aids include flat pictures, slides, motlion pictures,
3

maps, models and objects, blackboard, and even excursions.
The general use of the term however refers to the first
three. Many suggestions for the use of visual aids in

church schools are given. Literature on the subject is
4
also available. Careful selecting and careful planning

for a definite purvose will make the use of visual eids
' 5
& great value in religious education.

1. Cf. Jones, Mary Alice: "Teaching the Bible to Children,"
Mearch, 1943, pp. 8-9, 3b.

2. Cf. Case, Adelaide: "Enjoying the Bible With Children,'
July-August, 1942, »p. 16-17.

3. Cf. Vieth, Paul H.: "Visualizing Bible Tesaching," May,
1942, pp. 11-12, 25. ;

4. Cf. "Resources for Visuval Education,!" May, 1942, »p. 14,
25. :

5. Cf. Lewis, Hazel A.: "Using Flat Pictures," May, 1942,
DP. 8-9; Braun, Theodore C.: "Learning to Use Visual Aids,'
November, 1941, pp. 15,37; Rogers, William L.: "Accent
on Purpose, ' March, 1942, pp. 10-11.



-79-

Motion pictures play a prominent part in this
interest in visual education. Recognition of their value
is shown by the organization of a2 Religious Film Associa-
tion. The aims of this Association are to help provide a
source of visual aids at as little cost as possible to
churches, to provide reliable information about films, to
stimulate productlion of materials needed, and %o help in
any way oossible to meke the churches more effective fThrough
the use of visual aids.l This Association’is handicapoed
in ite service to churches now because equipment 1s delegat-
ed to wsr use, but progress is being mede. Some films are
being gsed in camps and the possibilities in this field are
great.~
(3) Missionary education. Missionary education is carried
on today against & prominent background of.war. Foreign
missions are severely curtailed for many missions are cutb
off from support and many missionaries are unable to stay
in or to return to their stations. Nevertheless there are
encouraging signs, and Dr. Fleming csells attention to the
fect that after other dark periods in history, Christianity

3 ‘
has made great advances. Today must not be a time to neg-

° . . . - o

1, Cf. Editorial: "Churches Organize Religious Film
Association," May, 1942, pp. 3-4.

2. Cf. Rogers, William L.: "Footnotes to Progress," October,
1942, pp. 16-17, 36.

3. Cf. Fleming, Daniel J.: "Foreign Missions in the World
Situetion," January, 1941, o»n. 8-9, 19.
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lect study and contributions for missions.

Nineteen forty two marks the fortieth anniversary
of the founding of the Missionary Education Movement of
the United States and Canada. In these forty years pro-
gress has been made in the place of missions in the church
and in missionary education. Also a world Christisn commu-
nity has been forming. Christians of other lands are tak-
ing their places in the world Christien fellowship.1 The
:feeling of "distance and strangenessf is changing to one
of "nearness and essential oneness."a Todey the challenge
is to each Christian to carry on his part of this great
enterprise.

The qﬁestion of how to Teach missions is answered
in unique ways today. Movies are used to tell stories of
home and foreign work, models of chﬁrches and picturesg of
activities and people in different @arts of the world are
used.5 A personal interest acquired by correspondence

with missionaries or by & visit from someone who has been

on the field is hélpful. One church had an opportunity to

invite a missionary family to spend & weekend in their

comhunity. Preparation for their coming, experiences while

1. Cf. Cogswell, Franklin D.: "iissionary Education in a
World Community," July-August, 1942, p.3.

2. Cf. "How Shall We Teach HMissions?" July-August, 1942,
p. 12.

3. Cf. Ibid., p. 10.

Py
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they were there, and the after effects of the visit proved
1 l
a2 very valuable course in missionary educsation.

(4) Special seasons and programs. Some church schools

are using great éeasons of the church year as resl teach-
ing exveriences. One superintendent begins early to prepare
her teachers for the best use of these festivals. The
teachers are led to orevare themselves in soirit and with
materials. The pastor helpns by discussing the spiritual

values of ‘the seasons with them. The results are very
o .

A

gratifying.

Christmas is the season most celebrated, though
a variety of programs for other occasions ig included.
The need for & Christmas which brings quiet, community

cooperation, the whole life of Jesus, Christisn action
3

central, and a rediscovery of the church is felt. One
'Writer sgys:

"Christmas is meant to remind us of the joy and peace

which are possible to those who, in the midst of every
calamity, follow the Lord Christ. . . . It tells us of
the free Spirit that we follow, of humanity set free, 1%

The war ié mirrored in three plays which are
5
published. One relates to democracy. Two ofthers have

° » . . - °

1. Cf. "We Could Try That," Januvery, 1942, p. 18.

2. Cf. "We Could Try That," January, 1941, p. 13.

3. Cf. Case, Adelaide Teague: "Keeping Christmas in 1942,"
December, 1942, ».6.

4., Ibid. ‘

5. Cf. Eastman, Pred: "American Saint of Democracy,”
December, 1942, ppn. 18-20, 38-39.
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eternal life as their theme; one centers around an eir

1

raid exoperience, and the other around a home where & son
‘ 2

is reported "killed in action."

(5) ‘Youth. The youth of the land and yarticularly of the

church is a group thet receives special empdhasis. BSummer

activities is the most frequent theme. Summer conferences,
3

camps, training schools, exist in increasing numbers.

They help to bridge the gap between the Sunday school and
4
the church of tomorrow and give the young peopnle a unified
5
experience difficult to find elsewhere. Special summer

service is a comparatively new and open field for young
6
peonle. Vacation church schools, work camps and youth
’? .
caravans are some of the possibilities.

It is important to make young peopvle feel that
. they really have & part in church interest and activities.

The setting up of a youth budget which is planned and adopt-
' 8

ed by the young people has proved profitsble. Another

1. Cf. Eastman, Fred: "Eternsl Life," September, 1941
pon. 17-19, 39.

2. Cf. Blanton, Catherine: "There Is No Death," March, 1943,
pp. 19-20, 37.

3. Cf. "Summer Conferences, Camps and Training Schools, "
April, 1941, op. 186-17.

4. Cf. Daniel, John Irving: "Federste the Young People,"
Februvary, 1943, p. 10.

5. Cf. Scotford, John R.: "If You're Asked to Teach at a
Summer Conference," May, 1942, p. 24.

6. Cf. Widber, Lildred C.: “”ummer Service Needs Youth,'
April, 1941, pp. 12-13, 15.

7. Cf. "Younq Peoole at Work," Welter Towner, and Henry
David Gray, November, 1941 op. 6-7.

8. "We Could Try That," JuTy—Auwust 1941, p. 186,
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community experimented with & federation of two small groups
of young people from different churches with success.l
These activities with others help make the church really
meaningful for young people and phe young veople real parts
of the church.

There 1s another special group of young people,
young adults, that Christien education has become increasing-
1y aware of. This category includes young married couples
and other young people who have for some reason assumed
positions of maturity. Young adult fellowships are being
introduced in some ohurohesja and others are having special
programs'of some kind for this group.‘ Often the group is
limited %o young‘married couples who develop their program
by their own resourcefulness, and who make a ?eal contribu-
tion to the 1life of the church and community.4 Young.adults
have been called the "lost generation' of the church,a but
they ere being found.

(6) Laymen. Laymen in Ghristian education receive spe-
cial attention in the October 1941 issue of the Internation-
2l Journal. Prover credit has not been bestowed on this

L] . » - . .

1. Cf£. Daniel, op. cit.

2. Cf. Veh, Raymond M.: "Reaching Young Adults," January,
1941, po. 16-17.

3. Of. Burdick, Bernice Foster: "They Xust 'Feel the Need,'"
June, 1942, p. 8.

4, Cf. Callehen, William E.: "The Fifty-Fifty Class,"
December, 1941, op. 12, 3Z2.

5. Cf. Veh, op. cit.
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1
group of workers,it is felt. Prominent laymen from the

past and present are guoted on the imoortance they attached
2
to Christian education. The challenge is to the church

todey to enlist laymen in its work. Principles basic to
their enlistment are cifted as productivity of vrojects,

effective publicity, proper avoroasch,. and aovveal through
3
fellowshivp. A later article reveals thet in at least
/ ’ g 4

some denominations men are orgenized and active.
(7) Race relations. The relstionship of one race to an-

other has come to the front in Christian education. In
; 5 6
the veriod from 1941-March 1943 plays and plsns for

special appeels to inter-racial friendshipn appear. New

attitudes are created thrcugh eactivities such as inter-
7
cultural festivals. Race relations Sunday is especially
8
observed. Thus the Christian ettitude of one race toward

another is emphasized.
(8) Rural life. Interestinzly encugh religion in rural

communities is given sveciel attenticn. Not so much in

1. Cf. Shaver, Erwin L.: "The Lay Teaching Ministry,"

October, 1941, po. 8-9.

Cf. "They Believed in Christian Educaticn," October,

1941, »p. 10-13.

Cf. Throckmorton, J. Russell: "Seeing It Through With

Laymen," October, 1841, »». 18-19.

Cf. "Trends in i¥en's Work," July-August, 1942, po. 18-19.

Cf. Bangham, Mary Dickerson: "Ho Pleasant Bread," July-

August, 1941, op. 18-21.

. Cf. Bangham: "Inter-Racial Friendship Plans," Jenuvery,

1942, pp. 18-19.

Cf. Gillilan, Elizabeth: "Sharing Backgrounds," February,

1943, pp. 6-7.

. Cf. Dickerson, Irene A.: "Gifts of Besuty," January, 1942,
p. 21. ‘ :

o
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cne issue as scattered throughout the whole period. One
note about current havpenings states that during 1942
ministers micht "attend some 45 schools, institutes, grad-
uvate courses, conferences, or camps . . . and take & wide
veriety of courses leading to en understending of the trends
L

and problems of modern country life.” Rural Life Sunday
observance is another note of awareness of the rurel com-

2
munity.

Some of the things writers tell about rural
chiurches are how worship 1ls made more meaningful by besuti-
fying the chancel of the churoh,S and how & vesper gervice
with cendle-light, music, ani e brief meditation enriches
the lives of the Worshipers.‘ Another srticle victures
the need for help in some rural comﬁunities where becsuse
of weather, worlk or other conditions children recelve no

5 .
religiocus education.

“Activities of the rural church sre also consider-
ed. Though some churches seem to ignore the community in
which they are lbcated, others are increasingly awere of

their surroundings. There are some churches that are

. - . . - .

1. "What's Havvening," March, 1942, p. 32.

2. Cf. "Beautify Your Home," May, 1941, p. 18.

3. Cf. Fisher, E. B.: "The Rurel Church Besutiful," Feb-
ruery, 1943, p. 11.

4, Cf. Gebhard, Anna Laurs: "Worshio at Country Altars,"

July-August, 1941, op. 11-12. :
5. Cf. Gilder, Eleznor Van: "Religion in Rural Communities,®
Januvery, 1941, p. 12.
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really "vitelizing and giving direction and meaning to
community life."l Cne such church accomplished 2 greét
deal by instituting a graded church program. The main
emphesis in this idea is "that sdults, young veonle, and

2
‘children grow together in the church.' Children in that
ciurch have thelr own church council, and they are super-
vised by the corresponding member of the adult council.
This church project has greatly increasged participatioﬁ in
chiurch activities and has éiven its community a broader

3
conception of the meaning of Christian education.

The rurel church nas great votentisl strength.
It needs to be developed in many cases, but oroof that it
caen be done is furnished by examples of churches that are

really growing.

2. The Church in the Community

‘No church czn be completely separete from its
comnunity. In vacation and weekday schools, in its empha—
8is on Christian race relations, in 1its desling with prob-
lems of young vpeople, the church relates itself to the
communify. There is & growing community s»irit, however,

-

that more definitely fties it up with the community about

. . . . . .

March, 1941, p. 14-15.

. Putt, Robert Marshall: "A Country Church Finds a Way
Out," September, 1941, p. 9.

3. Cf. Ibid., pp. 9-10.

1. Cf. Rich, Mark: "The Rural Church and Community Life,"
2
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it.

One of the aime of the United Christian Education
Advence 1s to have churches working together for a Chris-
tian community. Some éhurches end some communities are one
in spirit, but it has been a growing vprocess. An exaﬁple
of this process is a woman who first ovposed unicn of
women's work in the local church, but who five years later
felt it the 6nly Christian move. ©Bhe opoosed formation of
an interdenominational council, but she came to see that
social vroblems in the town could only be really dealt
>With by united sction. Now the women heve formed & Coﬁncil
cf Church ?omen to unite in. helping create a Christian
coﬁmunity. Also a union of all Protestant church women
called the United Council of Church Women is now a realitydz

Another evidence of growing community conscilous-
ness and interdenominational cooperation 1is shown iﬁ the
union of two church schools working together under &
counoil.s Iﬁ another situation fifteen churches of the
seme denomination organized on a "city largez parish plan'
and ere working together with greet success.

The church enriches community life by its contri-

. Cf. Dexter, Harriet Harmon: "She Changed Her Mind -
Twice, " March, 1942, pp. 6-7.

Cf. "That's Havvening," February, 1942, p. 32.

Cf. "We Could Try That," July-August, 1941, p. 16.
~Cf.-Muller, Carolyn Edns: "A City Larger Parish Plan,"
Januery, 1942, pp. 14-15.

BN
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buticn‘of members to community sérvicel or some civic
responsibility,2 and also by its stand on such soclal
issues as the liguor problem.s

Aware that all churches are not conscious of the
community situation in which they are located, there are
nevertheless evidences of community action all about which

give encouragement.

3. The Church in a World at War

Relation of the different phases of religiocus
education to the wer has been cited from time to time.
This statement now concerns the direct relation of a
church to its men in service and general war conditlons.
Many interdenominational commissions are &t work on differ-
ent phases of the problems and most local churches partic-
ipate in the éctivities of these groups through their own
denomination.4

Another united service of the Protestant denom-
inations is the organization of & Service Men's Christian
League. Its objectives are:

"1. To offer the chaplains bf the armed forces a program

. . . . . .

Cf. "We Could Try That," October, 1941, p. 1l4.

. Cf. Vogt, Paul L.: "The Church's Potential in Adult
Education," Februvary, 1942, pp. 11, 38. -

Cf. Editorisl: "Let Us Fece the Facts About Liguor i¥
Cctober, 1942, p. 3.

. Cf. Herriott, Frank V¥.: "The Church at Work in Wartime,"
July-August, 1942, pp. 14-15, 33.

A\ AVE o
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for men on active duty which may be used at their
discretion.

2. To provide a means of Onristlan fellowship, devo-
tion, evangelism and education for the purvose of
fortifying the service men's Christian life.

3. To eassist the man in service in meintaining his
church affiliation and to »revare him for Christian
citizenship in his community, nation and world when
he returns to civil life.

. To orovide for the chaplains asnd the men in the arm-
ed services such help, devotional, evangelistic,
educationel and organizational s may be required
to enable the Service len's Christisan League to
fulfill its ministry for Christ. "t

This is an important step in relating men in service to
church life.

Local churches have enterprises of their own such
as a plan for keeping in touch with &8ll the boys who go in
service. This is done through letters from the pastor,
the church school superintendent and others in the church,
and through sending copies of the yvoung opeople's magaszine
and church bulletin. Birthdays are put in the church
bulletin in advance and peocpvle havé the opvoortunity fto
remember them with messages.g The oastor hes a real re-
sponsibility in ministering to men of draft age in his

5 .
church.

In this manner the work of the church is carried
on to serve ite people no ﬁatter where they are.

° . . . . -

1. Editoriel: "A Christian Fellowship for Service ien,"
December, 1942, v. 3.

2. Cf. "We Could Try That," January, 1942, p. 16.

3. Cf. Pagley, Richerd M.: "The Local Church znd Men of
Draft Age," January, 1941, po. 14-15.



4, Summary

Activities through which the program of religious
education in the locel church is carried on are wide and
varied. The tendency is toward correlating this variety,
meking the church & well planned unit. Orgenization of the
religious education orogram centered in a council helps
meke this possible. In this way the different agencles
may fit together and places or subjects that need strength-
ening or emphasis can be ftaken care of. There is much still
to be done, but the church is reasching out to help in the

community and in the world.

D. The Home
The church is awake to the importance of the home
in Christian education for it is one of the three noints of
emphasis in the United Christian Education Advance.
Christian Family Weekx is vrovoced as & "means of celling

i

che

jol}

nd varents to
1
basic »vlace of the femily in Christian nurture," sand

ers

©

the attention of both church lea

observances are planned for local churches. Suggestions
include sermons on the Christien femily, conferences of
church school teachers and perents aboﬁt their joint re-
sponsibility, observance of special "home nights," and

o
Family Nights at Church. It is said that

. - . . . .

1."Christian Family Week," Aoril, 1941, p. 17.
2. Cf. Ivid., ». 3%.
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" Sinister economic and social forces have long been
impairing family stebility. These forces are aggravat-
ed by a2 war economy. The threat to family 1life both
from outward and from inward perils is one of the gravest
aspects of the present emergency.

"1'Yet the vrincivles of love and service on which the
family rests are the only hope for a better world. Vhat
builds and perfectHs familylife lays foundations for the
Kingdom of God.'"l

1. The family '
The first concern is with femily relationshiops
themselves. Before merriage is the time to begin. The

church has a responsibility even here in "the development
2 .
of better Christisn life and personality.” By providing

opportunities for meking friendships and giving service,

also in offering education in home l1life the church cen
3
help form good femily reletionships. If young people

learn from the church that mutual dependence, cooperation,
‘ 4

reverence, with religion implicit in 211 relationships
is besic knowledge for a hapopy merriege, then Christian
education in the home has a foundation. This knowledge

is often strengthened by one or more pre-maritsl interviews
5
with the minister. The church must not faill in these first

responsibilities to the home.

1. Editorial: "Christisn Femily Week,! March, 1942, ». 4.
2. Cf. Dahlberz, Edwin T.: "The Church's Responeibility for
Better Merriages," Msy, 1941, ». 14.

Cf. Ibid., pn. 14-15.

Cf. Wood, L. Foster: "A Christian View of Marriage,"
May, 1941, pp. 10-11.

Cf. Dehlberg, op. cit.

NI
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Cooperztion between the church and the home after
it is estaeblished is essentlal. A service of home dediqa—
tion may be desirable and may be very meaningful to the
participants. Suggestions for such a service are prepared.l

The whole problem of Christlien education as relat-

ed to the home is being re-thought. Writers are saying

that the major effort should be shifted from the pulvit to
>}

~

the home. While the home seems 1little concerned about

1ts responsibilities, the church's own attitude has perhaps
contributed to this condition. By its church-centered
program with no real provision for a parents' vart in olan-
ning; by lack 6f lesson materials designed for joint home
and church use; and by sometimes considering & class, a
ﬂeparﬁment, or the church en end in iteelf, the‘cﬁurch hss
indicates thet Christisn education is its own resvponsibility.
Parents will be more likely to acce»ot tneilr resvponsibility

3
1f the church sets the exsmple.

“«

The ver& celebration of Christian Family Week is
evidence that attempts are being made to meet this situation.
The Advance has set some elementary goals for family achieve-
ment including:

1. A Bible in every home (and used, it is hoped).

. . . . . °

~

1. Cf. "We Could Try Thet," Mey, 1941, p. 109.
2. Of. Harver, G. Shepard: "Parents Face New Horizons,'

- July-August, 1941, p. 14, quoting Professor Sazmuel L.
Eamilton
Cf. Editorial: "Just a Matter of Viewooint," May, 1941,
p. 3.

W]
.
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2. A ten percent increase in the number of families
having family worshio.

3. A regular verent's class in every congregetion.

4. At least four sermons on the Christian home by
each pastor during the year. 'l

llateriales for use in the home are being prepared,
particularly suggesticns for fazmily worshiv, and 1;terature
on various vheses of home life is being displayed.v Even
a need for new hymg writers whose hymns will consider the
home is suggested..

One church conducted a vroject with twenty two
couples, all vparents, in which visits were made to the
homes. Twelve possible activities for imoroving the reli-
gions aspect of the home were suvggested from which each
family chose two or three. Material helps on the different
activities were supolied. Appreclation for this interest
wes evidenced by the parents. Every home accepted respon-
g8ibility for some activitz and fifteen couples signed for
a "Parent's Study Claess.”

Another oufstanding project in adult educaticn
was a School for the Family held once a week for six weeks.
A speaker presented some general vproblem, small discussion
groups formed in which all had an ovvoortunity to narticivate.

Then the whole group joined in a forum with the sveaker.

3 ° - . . .

=
L]

Phillivns, Harold L.: "A Church-wide Advence for Christian
Homes ," December, 1942, ». 16.

Cf. Ibid.

Cf. Editorisgl, Anril, 1941, »0.4.

Cf. Harper: "Parents Face New Horizons," July-August, 1941,
. 15.
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The success of this group was assured by the outcomes to

‘ 1
which it contributed.
The need is for & "family centered varish program."2
The above revorts are stens in thet direction. The church
is increasingly aware that "every family is a community
‘ 3

where & new zeneration will be won or lost to Christiesnity!

and is doing something about it.

2. The Family in a World at War

In 1942 Protestants celebrated Christian Family
Week. This year the observance is "lational Family Week,"
and includles the three religious communions of the land.
The Office of Civilian Defense is uzging its support and is
cooperating wilith sponsoring grouos. Program and guidance

materials have Been prevpared dealing with problems of a
5
family in war time. "The purvose of National Family

Week is the spiritual strengthening of family 1life to meet

successfully the war-time and post-war conditions which
6
tend to menace and disrupt families." This purpose is

echoed in conferences and loeel plans from veriocus sources.

. Of. Bchmidt, J. P.: "Finding and Meeting Family Needs,"

Sevtember, 1941, po. 12-13.

. Cf. Lentz, Richerd, E.: "Family Centered Parish Program,’

May, 1941, ». 186. :

Ibid.

. Cf. Editoriel: "National Family
March, 1943, p. 4.

. Cf. "Family Week," Harch, 1943, p. 17.

Editorizal: "National Family Week Inaugurated," March,

1943, ». 4.

pi
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Week Insugurated,'
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The femily is in special need at this time because of war
work disruptions of family 1life, lacx of religious provisions
in newly settled and crowded areas, hastened marriages follow-

ed by separation, emcticnal tensions of children and adults

-
e

caused by war time influences. Particularly is the need
for security in the home felt in considering children. One
teen aged girl said, "We ere too young to have much feith,

mother. We haven't lived long encugh. But we feel secure
2
because you feel secure.” The attitude of ovarents is all
3
important in the reaction of the child. "Democracy looks

to the family for the welfare of its children," Katharine
F. Lenroot says in reporting that the theme of the last

Wnite House Conference centered around the function of the
4
families of children in & democracy. The Christian family

has the resources which can meke their welfare secure. To
keep the feeling of a haven, of security in a family circle
reguires

"only whet the Christisn home normally orovides anyway:
an unfaltering trust in the Father of z2ll; reliance upon
& universe in which finally, under God, love does rule
end preveil; an understanding of and commitment To the
Christian meaning and vpurpose of 1ife."®

. . . . . .

1. Cf. "The War Affects the Home," December, 1942, p. 14,

2. Bainton, Ruth Woodruff: "Christian Homes in War Time,"
February, 1945, ». 17.

3. Cf. Ibid., p. 16.

4. Cf. "Democracy Looks To the Family," May, 1941, »o. 6-7.

5. "The War Affects the Home," December, 19242, ». 14.
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3. Summery
The home is indeed a vital center of Christian
education. OUn ite success depends much of the success of

o

any succeeding generation. The chwurch must help to make

3

merrisges more successful. I?¥ must plan its vprogram in

(518

relaticn to the home. Especially in times of war the home
is tested and the church may helo meke it a better »nlsce

for boys and glrls to grow.

E. The lessage of Heligious Educaticn
Religious education is cerried on today in & diver-
sified program. What is the message that this vrogram seeks

to impart to all the world?

1. The Message of Todey

Religious education todsy is chellengeld by new

o

waves of thought which bresk, in measure, across th
usual flow. There is & new emphasis, a '"neo-orthodoxy"
which combines "liveral Bible scholarsiip with Fundamentel-

1
ist suthoriteriesnism and & medizvel doctrine of human nature.’
Hapid spresd of this trend of thought'endéngers tiie 0lece
of educaticn, it is felt. The Christisn educator is exhori-
ed to stend firm on the.conviction thet Christien eduoation
1e the best wey found "of working with God, in accordance

. . . . . .

1. Cf. Editorial: "The Returning Sinner Challenges Christisn
Education, July-August, 1641, ». 3.
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with the conditions he has set in humen nature end in so-

-

ciety for the redemption of both." However the "return-

ing sinner" does sound some warning notes for Christian

education. Some timely cautlone are:

"Let us be more explicit in the contrasts which we draw
between the life of the Christisn end that of the non-
Christien. Let us develoo Christien codes of conduct
which will helv make the sense of gullt and sin very
concrete and explicit, end the remedy clear. Let us draw
an intelligent distinction between vperscne wno are sinful
and thiose who are mentslly sick, and preescribe according-
ly. Let us use religicn as & thersveutic rather than as
a pathologzical force. Let us teach for 2 verdict. Lej
us deal with the feelings as well as with mere ideas.“é

These cross currents are reflected agein in e

criticism and revnly centered about & book, Faith and Nurture,

o'

v H. Shelton Smith. The criticism says that the auvthor

writes from & neo-crithodox »oint of view which would deny

2

the oprogress of religious education. The reply stetes
thaet both

"treditionsl liberslism and the newer theology are
ooen to criticism, end tiiet neither totel rejection of
thie former ncr The entire scceotance of the latter can
be regerded as a constructive solution of the »nresent
problem of Protestent nurture.'4 ’

There is agreement that some chenges need to be made in

Chiristian educstion end thet "Christian educetion is now
B . 5
facing a re-thinking of its »nlace in the church."

° . . . . .

. Editoriel: "The Returning Sinner Chzllenges Christien
Education," July-August, 1941, »n. 3.

Ibid., ». 4.

Cf. Bower, W. C.: "Hae Christien Educetion Departed From
the Feith," December, 1941, po. &, 32.

. Smith, H. Shelton, "A Reply to Dr. Bower," Januery, 1942,
Do O

8f. Editorial: "How Libersl Ie Christian Bducation,"
February, 1942, ». 3.

VRV
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In recognition of this renewed emohasis on theclogy

the Internastionsl Journal begen in January 1943, "s series
' 1
of statements of personsl faith for religious eduvcators.”

The first of thece statements is "The World's Shortest,
2
Wisest Creed," Dbassed on th

L—(

e Lord's Prayver. The two follow-
ing ere "I Believe in Goc”t,“5 and "I Believe in Jesus Christ.”
Those yet to be published include "I Believe in the Holy
Spirit," "I Believe in tue Kingdom of God," and similar

themes. Plans for including articles dealing with the

"significant relation between one's faith and his service'
«

<«

are also planned for future issues of the Journel.

A special issue on '"evengelism through religious

6
education’ sveaks for the important onlace ziven this sub-
Ject in the message today. '"Evangelism is the 'earnest
' 7
effort to spread the gospel of Christ.'" Though different

emphases at different times have characterized tihils gospel
"evangelism is generslly understood today To mean bringing
verscons of sll ages, races agd conditicons into & vitel

relation with Jesus Christ.' rticles degl with what the

o e . . . .

Cf. Editorial: "What Do You Believe?" Jsnuary, 1943, ».4.

Palmer, Alvert ¥W., Jeanuary, 1943, »n. 5.

Gibson, George il., February, 1943, ». 5.

Branscomb, Harvie, lerch, 1245, p. 5.

Cf. Editorial: "What Do You Believe?" January, 1943, p.4.

January, 1943. ‘ i

"Evangeliem Through Religious Lducation," January, 1943,
0. B. co

i

Tbia.

. ° .
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1
plan of salvation is, with the »lace of conversion in
2
religiouvs education, with emotional development Through
3

religicus educeation, &nd other related subjects.

2. Religious Education Tomorrow
"What is going to hepven religious education in
the next fifteen years? What do you think will be the

. 4
mejor changes in emphasis, what the gzenerasl trends?’ A

number of religious leaders hsve answered these duestions
from theéir points of view. helr enswers eponear in the
Internationsl Journal from Sepbtember 1942 to March 1943.
Some of these opinions follow.

One writer feels that emphasis on "the specific
charascter of Christianity" will increase in the future for
modern education hss been too little concerned with Chris-
.tian tradition's special contribution because of its
supreme interest in “showigg the reality of religion in
the affeirs of every day.”o "The need is felt of relating
Christian tesching to dsily life but alsc of making clear

5
Just what the contribution of this tradition 1s." This

. . . - . .

1. Cf. Powell, Wilfred E.: "What Is the Plsn of Salvation?'
January, 1943, pn. 6-7.

2. Cf. Laymon, Charles #.: "There Is a Place for Conversicn,”
Januvery, 1943, pon. 8-9.

&. Cf. Williems, Lillian: "Tesching Them To Feel," Januery,

1943, »p»n. 10-11, 33. .

4. Editorial: "The Next Fifteen Years," September, 1942,
. 4.

5. Cf. lcGregor, D. A.: "The Specific Character of Chris-
tianity," Seotember, 1942, »n. 4.

6. Ibid.
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writer feels that pressure_from within the church and from
the socisl 1life of the nation will be exerted in that
direction. From the church because of the lsck cited, and
from society becauvse 2ll sociel institutions will be ;
scrutinized for thelr worth, for their specific function.*
He says:
"T think that we may lock forward to & new emphesis on
the specific character of the Christian religion, and
on the difference that this makes in social life. Then
we Will use our_ best modern methods to make these resl
in exverience.'

" Another expectation is that in the next fifteen
years the major change in Christiasn education will be
toward & "clarification of intention.“5 The relation of
Christien education to the oroblems of race, of class, of
wealth end poverty, of real democracy is not egreed. Even
our ideas of the nature of man and God end the nature of
gsalvetion are not unified. Therefore, though it will not
likely be complete in fifteen years, the trend will be
toward & clarification of purpose in these respecte.

"An unparelleled searcz for & more authentic
fremevork of Christisn nurture’ is in the immediate future,
anéther writer says, for morel foundations are shaking end

- - . . . -

Cf. HMcGregor, op. cit.

Ibid.

Cf. Coe, George C.: "Clarificetion of Intention,"

October, 1942, ». 4. :

. Cf. Smith, H. Shelton: "New Dimensions of Feith,'
1942, p. 4. -

-

B (VA RAVE o

November,
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the new interest in Christian theolozy challenges both
"conventional liberslism®” and "traditional orthodoxy."
The expectation that Protestanf nurture will be rocted in
‘more fundamental structures of Christian faith" znd thet

this will result in growing "ecumenical fellowship" and
' 1

"more radicesl socisl action' ie the picture for tomorrow.
A more importent vart in secular affairs by use

of public discussion perhsos elso resulting in more unity
2
within the church, one leeder thinks 1s ahead.

Dwight L. Bradley says:

"The special job of Christian education is to provide

& tineological foundaetion end an ethicel discipline
capable of creating comopetent perscns for revolutionary
action under all conditions, in terms of the kingdom of
God end in loyalty to the ideal of the kingdom of God.

Towerd performing this tesk Christian education will travel,

becoming more functional, but also more theological and
4

"more stringently ethicel’ as & basis for ite activity.
The church is discovering Christisn education and
the two are becoming unified. If this unity recognizes

the lmportance of real faith exvressed in 1life the chenge
5
will be good.

Cf. Smith, op. cit.

Cf. Denny, George V.: "Facing Seculer Problems,' December,
-1942, p. 4.

"ore Functional - lore Theological - More Ethical,
Januvary, 1943, p. 4.
~Cf. Ibid.
. Cf. Stock, Harry Thomas: "An All-Church Apoproach,'
February, 1943, ». 4.

i

O w o
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"The next fifteen years will probabiy decide the
issue between education conceived of is & democratic orocess
cr as one of dogmatic indocrination.” This decision will
be as pertinent for Christian education as for secular.
Though there will be strong temptatioﬁ to empioy thhe latter
means it is hoped that the majority of churches will use

"o scientific and reverent teacher-lesrner search for
gspiritual truth, employing the experience c¢f the vast
as & guidepost and not a hitching post - confident

that Tthere is more light yet to break forth from God's
word.' 2 i

In the future Christien education will stress
worshio, evangelism, teaching the Bible, thie history,
nature and function of the clhiurch in order to judgze and

' 3
gulde tihe affairs of the oresent day.

In a2 growing community unit, the church must
cooperate &nd contribute religion and Christianéteaching
instead of holding egloof from its surroundings.

These ere the oovinions of leaders in the field
of religious education. They oicture for the future a
greater concern for the foundations and structure of
Christianity, & more unified defining of »urvose, ani a

closer relation of this fcundaticn ané structure through

. - . . . .

1. Shaver, Erwin L.: "Democratic Process or Indocctrination?'
Merch, 1243, p.a3.

2. Ibid.

3. Cf. lcRee, Glenn: "Concerned With the Affairs of the Day,!
March, 1943, »n.4.

4. Cf. Lenders, Philio C.: "Becoming a Part of the Community,"

Merch, 1943, »n. 4.
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the purnose to problems of present dey life.

3. Religious Education and a New World Order
Religious education is concerned with the commu-
nity and the world in the days to come, perticularly the
kind of world we have after the war.
a. Basis for & new world order. A recent pub-
lication reflecting social trends revesls that relizion
1
comes fifth in the scale of values. This writer points
to the ideel situstion where religious values come first.
It is toward a righting of this scele thet Christien edu-
catlion should work as & basis for a new world order. This
is aotly stated in an article by The Archbishon of York
referring to the Melvern Conference. He says of that
meeting,
"We met on the besis of an agreement that the Christian
doctrines of God and of Han are fundamental to any
Christian social enterorise. Our concern with the
economic system of our country was not to ask Does it
work? nor even Is it Just? but How far does it express
or conceal that reletionship between Han and God end
between one men end another which the Church is commis—
sioned to proclsim as slone right and true?'2
It is important thet democracy and Christienity
be not egueted ss their relationship is exasmined even though
democrecy must have sviritual foundations end Christian

. . . . . .

1. Cf. Editorial: "Putting Religious Values First," February,
1242, p. 4, referring to Todd: Sociel Norms znd the
Behevior of College Students.

2. "The Spiritusl Foundaetions of Liberty," January, 1942,

D. 8.
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doctrines do suvoort o democratic way of 1life. However
to give real s»niritual undergirding to democracy it is
importent to employ it in relationships. It is good to

see that the local church is or becomes & "thorougzhly
' 1
democratic groupn." It is also important to realize that

democracy may not be defended by instruments of war a2lone,

but must be vrescerved on the basis of the Mester-Tescher's
2 .
vlan given twenty centuries ago.

b. Precent stens to take. With this besis for

thought and study there are some things being done or that

can be done now. The realizetion that the Christien

church in its mnesseage nas tiie answer to the problem of
3
real veace, and that through & Christian fellowship that
' 4

message may be soread to The community is basic. This

helps bring to mind that peace must begin "in our town" if
5
it is to begin st &ll. Study groups sre warned that vost-

war study and post-war vnlanning are different and thet
while study is for local grouons in relation to the world,

the local situation must be recognized as "symotoms of the

Cf. Editorial: "Democracy in Action," March, 1942, p. 3.
Cf. Editoriel: "Dynsmite or Dynamos," October, 1941, p.3.
. Cf. Taylor, ¥lorence H.: "A Prozram of Peace Educetion," -
November, 1942, ». 8.

. Of. McDonald, J. W.: "To Serve the Present Aze," April,
1942, p. 11.

5. Cf. Pope, Liston: "Pegce in Our Twon," Haey, 1942, p».

- 22-23, 37. o

.

o o



~105-

1
international disease."  Recognition of this fact in

action saw laborers, farmers, and the church gzet together
‘ 2
in one community to use Christiesn waye of colving differences.

c. The steps ghead. Then in order to '"build

anew" religious leaders are setiing goals, stating needs
3
wihiich point toward tomorrow. Young vceople in conferences

ere outlining action for swvecial grouns, for nlenning on

college cempuses, and for investigating channeles of recon-
4
struction. Writers are saying that secular and church

education must unite in purpose To prevere citizens for &
5 :
world order.

For Christien education and tomorrow's world
Bishop Pavl B. Xern says that Americe must reslize its
own failures in:living the Christian faith. "We have

"drives for everything else,'" he says. "America needs
, 8 :
& campaign for CGod."

4. Sumnmary

The »nlace of Christian educaetion in the church is

1. Cf. Abernethy, Bredford S.: "Study Groups, Bewere,"
November, 1242, po. 12-13.

2. Cf. Bouwmen, J. Burt: "Laborers, Fermers, and the
Church," November, 1942, pp. 14, 33,

3. Cf. "The Voice of Religion on the New World Order,"
November, 1942, vnn. 6-7.

4. Cf. Harbison, Jean Humohreys: "Committed %o Build Anew !
November, 1942, »pon. 10-11.

5. Cf. Poteat, Edwin leclleill: "Preparing Citizens for a
Coristien World," March, 1942, pp. 8-9.

6. "Christian Education and Tomorrow's World," Aonril, 1942,
opR. B6-7.



being re-thought todey. There is & new concern for
theology which some writers think will greatly influence
Christian education in the coming years. While some lead-
ers look forward to this effeqt,»others stress the impor-
tance of the present vosition of Christien educetion snd
hove that tihe best in the two ftrends may be combined.
Caristian education esopecially needs to be strong in these
days and the days ahead to take ite vlace in building

foundations for the world of tomorrow.

F. Summary

Religious education is 1&un¢hing out on & three
year plan for Advence which includes the home, the church
and the community. This Advance has been well planned
and provision is msde for wide oublicity. The progrem is
adapting itself to meet war conditions in many divergent
gituations. All phases of the rcligious educaticn program
are part of this plan. Thé churchh schocl, the week-day
schnool, the vacation church school; leadershiv treining
ehterprises are being evaluated and expended. New ways of
meeting unexpected situstions dae to war conditions are
being found. Bome fields thet have been’rather neglected
and some new fields ere being empnasized. These are

suggestive of the fact that the church is reaching out into
the community and into the world. There is a new sense of
The imvortence of the home being felt snd the church is

including the home and femily in its olans to a larger
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extent.

This 1s & vperiod of change. The war is indicative
of & crisie in meny fields. The place of Christian edu-
cation ie being re-thought too. The svecific character and
contribution of Christienity is being brdught to the front
in relation to the vart Christian education can play in the

world today and the world tomorrow.
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IV
A COMPARISO? OF RELIGICUS EDUCATION
IN 1918-1919
WITH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN 1941-MARCH 19453

A. Introduction

Twenty five years elansed between the beginning
of the firstherio& of religicus education studied and the
end of the last one. From World War I to World War II
what chenges have tsken place in the field of religious
education? In what respects has it remaeined sbout the
same? To meke & clear compariscn five subjects will be
considered and the two periods placeld side by side that
tiie likenesses and the differenced may stand out. The
five subjects of comperison will be the organizationel
Tframework, agencies in the curriculum, socisl relationshins,
consciousnéss“bf'war, end the basic messesge of religious

education.

B. Orgenizational Framework
Two cutstending orgsnizetions direct religious
education work in 1218-1919. The Internaticnal Sunday
School Associetion is an undenominational body. This
Associstion adopted & very inclucive educational policy.
It provides for e system of religious schools, for leader-

ship treining, for establishment of standards. However it

leaves denominatiocns out almost entirely. The Sunday School

-108-
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Council which is & denominsticnel egency with ﬁuoh the
seme function as tne Inferneticnal Ttody sharoly'disagrees
‘with this proposged nlan. Out of this dissgreement arises
& collaborstion of committees from esch of these orgeniza-
ticns, and the indiceticn is thet & proovossl by this joint
committee will be modified and accented Dby the two bodies,
thus beginnineg & new era in cooperation for the work of

religious education. Tihie tendency towerd unity is indicet-

ed agein by tine discontinuence of the Pilgrim lezezine of
Peligious Education in Sentember 1919, and the publicaticn
of the Church School which is a coownerative venture of the
Congregationalists, the ilethodist Eviscopal Church North,
and the Metholdiet Episconal Church South.

This tendency towerd coopersative orgenizstion is
seen also in the locel church where a Dlgn of commnunity

orgenizetion is sug-ested snd is in overation in some in-
stences. It funcitions under & Community Council end promotes
plens for religicus educaticn. Religious educators are say-

ing thet the field.of religlous educstion involves tae

a}
i_la
ct

nole 1life and needs a united religicus community to
function best. The szencies of the church must unify and
sell tué ides to the community,kthey'feel. Together they
must develob scientliific bases for the program.

Todey this initial effort of cooperéti#e function-~
ihg finds & matured organizatipn in thie Internationsl Council

of Religious Educetion which serves sbout forty denominations.
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This service has been going on f about twenty years. The

O
3

Internationsl Journsl of R

]

ligious Education 1is its officlel
oublicetion and this Journal is 2n outgrowth of The Church
Scnool which wes just besinaing in 1919. The International
Council's annual meebting brings together veonle employed &as
workers in the field of religious educetion from e2ll over

the country. In 1942 in connection with this meetinz a

A

Ley Conference was &leo held, thue providing for those not

€.

vrofessionally employed. AT this meeting a movement called
the United Christian Education Advence weas lguncihed.
Through the denominations tTile Advance seeks to move forward
the vdrogram of Christien educetion. This is & new venture
in its Qegree of unity, in 1ts inclusiveness, and in its
provision for influencing public oninion. In . addition to
the Internsaiional Council affilistion, the denominations
have their Boerds of Educeticn. Btete councils ere func-
tioning and Christian youth is orgenized in a Christien
Youtin Council of Horth Americe. County, city, and local
counoiis of religious education are part. of the orgesniza-
tional framework. In thie local church the council or
committee, or board of religicus educstion is tue hub
around wiiclh the orogram revclves.

The extent and unity of todeys orcenization far
exceeds thet of the earlier veriod. lore provision is made
" for local organizeticn and loczl units are more uniform in

structure.



C. Azencies in the Curriculum
The execution

b

Orgenizeational frameworx exlists only for the

vurpose of nelping to carry on certein work.
rogrem ie the next steo and is & very imnortant
(!

the »
The church school is the chief agency throuzh which
There are signs that

modern-graded, sociel-looking

toward &

v

one.
religicus education is carried on.
New orgenizetionel divisions corresoonding

it is advencing
to public school grouping ere introduced. Federazted class-

elding of rival

7
v

crzenlzetion.
, and class orgenizetions are contributing to the effec-
Needs that are recognized are close

es

tiveness c¢f tThe work.

cooperetion of all church workers =nd the
gocleties and clubse into one educational unit - the church

gschicol. The time aveilable for religicus training 1is
Evaluvation by one hundred pupils

recognized as inadecuete.
of the Sunday schocol reveals é need for social sctivities,
ooortunities to -show
the work done. Though

Fh

trained and reguler teachers, and o
tion o

the home 1g said to be a mejor influence in the 1life of the
The

1

®

really the »racticel sonlic
chiild, 1little reference is mede to it in olenning the pro-
LI 4 o

Good leadership is one of the greatest needs.
ip end e revision of young pecvnle's work

)

Zram.
vastorts leadersh
are two other needs for tThe religicus educesitlon work of

1918-1919.

The church eovears &s more largely e unit, with
various perts contributing to tihe total progrem in 1941-
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1943, The church school is s%ill the mein orgen, but oth-
er brenches show much greater development. Weekday reli-
gious education is prominént both in practice and discussion.
Use of the vacation church school hase spreed. Leadership
is as much needed as ever and efforts, such gs the use of
dedication services, are being made to emohaslize the sig-
nificance of the work. Because of such lerge profession-

slization of the work a trend toward aporeciation and en-

listment of leymen is evident. Iiore use hes Peen made of
the summer as a time for conferences, campe, schools, and

youth projects such es youth csravans, end work camos.

D. Social Reletionships

The churchh is not a unit entirely apart, but is
related in some meesure to the coﬁmunity in which it exists.
Sociel releationshins in 1918-1919 include a study of the
Americen girl and her community with special emohassis upon
needs for reform, for insviration, for leadershipn. The
American Missionary Association is cerrving on work with
all reces in the Americen revublic, and the church is
raising its veice sgeinst éloohol, citing.the effects of
pronibiticn where it is in effect. Other social relation-
ships of importance ere directly connected with the wer and
w11l be cited in that relation.

The demand for increzsed socilel vision is a strbng

note in the basic message of religious educeticn in the
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early period. Today the United Christisn Education
Advence places thie home and the community along with the
church in its olan for the Advence of Christisn education.
This new emohesis on the relationshio to the home is one
of the most striking elements of eomperison. Eaphasls in-

cludes relationships within the femily. The Christian view

=

and resoonsibllity in marrisge with an analysis of whet
mekes marriages havoy is one considerstion. Young married
counles occuny & new plece of imvortence in the vrogram of
the church. Cleasses and activities of their own supolement
their work with other groups. The 1life of the home, includ-
ing worship, sttitudes, én& responsibility in ftraining

children is stressed. Celebration of Christian Family Week

is & gzood exemple of the new emphasis on the imvortance of

o

the hiome. All of these activities have & plesce in the
accomplishment of that goal of the United Christien Edu-
cation Advance, to reach every vperson with Christien tesch-
ing, the home beingz one of the »noints of attack.

An increasing awereness of the comumunity is also

&8 in other ways.

[

seen in the plens for the Advance as wel
lany religiouvs education progrems are crgenized on & com-
munity besis end community enterpfises such as recrestion
progrems, and hobby onrograms sre in effect.

‘Race relations is a »rominent consideration in the
sociel field today. Some stens are being taken to imorove

conditions. Migrent camps are vroblems which religious
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education programs are helping. Plays celebrating Chris-
Tian holideys are written to show parellels between The
time of Christ and the present calling ettentlon to our
wesknesses in social etructure. Consoicuous because of

H
its reveftition is a protest sgainst liguor by thie church.

Thece are some of the foundations being laid Tor building

a new world.

E. Consciocusness of War
‘Bince both veriocds studied fall at the time of
World War, an important point of comparison is the conscious-

nees of wer manifested. The interest of the church is most

n

neturelly in relation to the men in service. In 1918-1919
this interest coneists mainly of letiters, gifts, remembrances
on spgcial occasions, keening the home church informed,
overating service clubs, furnishing camp speakers and home

enterteinment and suncorting wer egencies. In the present

#

ct

period these suggzestions are repeated with expfessed‘need
for & definite wolsn. Additional means of service available
now include extensicn of facilities of the Religicus Film
Association to camps end cheplains. The neweet step is the
ocrganization bf & Service Men's Christian Leasue. The
mein organization will be locel units orgenized "with the
consent of or on the initiative of the chapleins, and will

1
be under their directicn.”

L . . . ]

1. Cf. Editoriel: "A Christisn Fellowship for Service Men,"
December, 1942, ». 3.
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The witnese of the church in wér time is an im-
portent consideration. It must include love Tor the
enemies and must keen the purvose for fighting ever clear -
thiet of fighting for a better werld. The Sundey school is
exhorted to keep its work golng and to enlisf more recruits
in the service of God for the past contribution of this
agency 1ls recognized in the armed forces.

Today leaders ere asked to welgh the imvortance
of their work in the church, esvecizlly in the face of
demends being made in government service. New leaders are
being challenged by the imoortance snd need of the work,
and some leaders are becoming more efficient through trein-
ing and & renewed sense of responsibility. The great need
in defense end cemp communities is being partially met by
religicus education progrems sulted To the special &ares,

N

nd Jepenese student reloceation is being attempted. The

)

church is chellenged to put Christien democratic principles
to work in the femily, the church, the community where they
are not elready existing. The vprogrem of Christien youth
is being adapted to war time needs, and the International
Journal of Reiigi@us Education has plans for further adapt-
ing i1te message To include tiie impact of the wer end how
to meet it now znd later.

Agein, in the eerly period, the war is teaching

reater devendence on the reslities of religion such as

0

God's need of men, man'e devendence on God, the eternsl



worth of the soul, end the hope and oromise of a better
world. The expression of these beliefe will be found in
& truer conception of Christ in ell relsationships. Ex-
Dression in all relaﬁionships demands epiritual courage
end a new emphasis on community relasticnshins and the
individval's resvponsibility for & new soclel order. Not
"That cag I do to be seved?" but "Whet can I do to serve
others?" is the order of the day.

In 1943 the church feces a difficult task, but it
must know thet democracy end civilization are not defended
alone by armements; every Christian leyman has thie messege
that will chencge the world. War is only an asoect of the
crisis fecing Tthe world; culture is on trisl; religious
velues must be eleveted and made central. Eurovesn "crisis
theclogy" which emphasizes the sovereiznty of God and the

sinfuly

o2

ese of man is gaining orominence in America. While
it sounds gome notes of werning for Christisn education it
must not be ellowed to erase the educationel gains of the
past years.

The conceontion of the »ost war world in the first
neriod meskes the church resvonsible for building wmoral
foundations for & new structure. The churches must
cooperete for the task. It is.oonceived es largzely an
an educational process which will emphasize social ethics.

1. Editoriel: "The Changing Emphasis," July, 1919, p. 197,
from Lyman Abbott, in The Outlook.



Likewise todey a great deal is said sbout veace
and 2 new world. The only socund foundation is & fundementel
structure of Christianity on which rests the bulldiag for
peace and a new world. This building must beglin in the
local situsticn for there are £ll the symotoms of the world
disease. Discivline of s»iritual living is recquired for

this buildin

o

Social projects in the early war period concern
Armenien relief and food conserveticn at home. Today little
mention of such factors is made in the magazine of religious
education, thouzih food for Europe is referred to.

Two regions where consciousness of the wer today
ere noted were not orominent before. The effect of the
war on the family i1s & strong consideration of religilous
educetion today. The family is affeoted by the war es-
veclally as its children lose the feeling of security.
Femilies sre broken and lives disruvnted and the child is
effected unlese Christien resources are drawn udon to supply
this need for security. The ciildren will control the post-
war world. They must learn not to hete, to be tolerant;
they must have & feeling of security and love. |

The effect of the war on world Christiaen education
is the other new area of concern. This eviienbe of concern
on a globel scale illustrates the growing sense of unity of
all Christiens. This ie & time of testing, but the work

ig going on in s»nite of the wer. The new concevntion cf

[}

L

e world.

faey

missions joins the hands of Christians &ll around t©
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Today it seems that religicus education is more

f]

=3

conscious of the long Time effects of the war Than pre-
vicusly, end it 1e attempnting to take care of the »roblems

in so far as possible.

F. The Bessic ¥essege of Religious Education

The real basis for ell this work of religious edu-
cation is found in its real message. To.intervnret Jesus
Christ by knowlng Him personally, by studying His 1life, and
by exopressing it in daily living is the teacher's task.
Witness to His message of Fatherhocd of God and the brother-
nood of man as well 28 to the endlessness of Llife. Incul- |
cate His svoirit of self-sacrifice in service, His gospel
of soclal obligstion into the liVes of the youth. Iake His
cause end sscrifice for it in the service of menkind g€
challenging ss tne call of the war. Relate the highesﬁ

ideals of man to Christ. Only the imnortence of service

for God and humenity ag recorded in Hebrews eleven 1is
1

sufficient for the oresent day} The world needs a direct-
ed sense cf honor, justice, &nd rizht which is CGod insoir-
ed. It should revesl itself in the accentance of an ad-
venture of faith with God in & 1life of service ovracticed
here 2nd now. There muet be & conscicusness of comrade-
ship, of brotherhocd. Build moral convictiocns, fece basic’

- . . - . .

1. Of. Atknson, Henry A.: "Education for Service in This
Time of War," June, 1918, o. 348.
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oroblems, Christianize vocational ethics. These eare the
challénges of the dasy. The young peosle need a challenge
to service, need resoonsibility, need & larger soclal
vision. This i1s the message of the churchh in 1918-1919.
Any discussion of a2 basic messaze today involves
the basic structure of the Christisn faith, and the
specific contribution Christienity mekes to the world.
Trhough there are differences of ooinion azbout the meaning
of the structure, it i¢ being celled to mind. Evidence of
the need is the fact that the vyoung pneonle are found to
lack Kncwledge of the nature of God, of the Bible, of
Jesus, of theChurch and its Sacrements. Discussions call-

in

G

for & re-thinking of Christian education along theo-
logicel lines get considerable sattention.. A series of
articles on tihe very besic beliefs of Christianity is

bezinning in the Journal. Belief in God, in Jesus Christ,

in the Holy Spirit are some of the topics already present-

"

ed or soon Lo come.

T

here is & strong emphiesis con the use

of the Bible in the church and in the home. A consideration

of evangelism in religiocus education was recently featured

in the Journal. This emphasis is so strong that writers
find it necessary to wern ageinst disregarding geins made
in the field of education. The Christian religicn, it has
been seid, is somewhat like

"a river, a current of wisdom and truth, and a Divine
Personglity, with 1%ts sources in the uplands and hills
of God. . . . You fuse the historic Christian message

end movement and Person with thie 1living vpresent end you
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do that through Christian education as the instrument,
the tool, the mefhod for making that mysterious and holy
transformation.”
It seems that the fusion between the historic message and
the living present needs to be strengthened at the founda-
tions of the Christian religion. Whether this will be

done without losing the strength of the living present is

the concern.

G. Summery

This placing the two periods side by side shows
how much more extensive and comnlete is the organization
of Christian education today. It is notable that agencies
other %han the church school are oprominent in the unified
church »rogram for this means more time devoted to the
work. The. wide soclal relationshins embracing the home
end the community helvn make Christian educetion effective
in every phase of life. This is vparticulerly helnful in
view of the war and its effecte. Christisan education
today seems to have lesrned some long time effects to
guard against in war crisis end efforts are being made to
profgbt the most vitel parts. One nlace in Christian
education thet needs emphasis is the foundation structure,
understanding the essentisl nature of the Christian faith.
The foundation needs to be seen more cleerly in the whole.

1. Editorial: "The Meaning of Your Task," March, 1941, »n.4.
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Christien education must bring this foundation into view

without destroying the superstructure.
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~A. Restatement of the Problem

Religious education today commands the study of
exoerte, the »nrevarstion of a large variety of materials,
and much work in the whole field. However with all this
activity all theAproblems have not been solved. The
world situation today forbids such & thought. What has
been the work of religious education, especially in times
of great crisis? What did the term "religious education’
comprehend in the last World Wer period? How does reli-
gious education todsy compare with that of the former
period? Does this comparison reveal any definite differ-
ences or similarities? The answer to these questions is

the problem with which this study has been concerned.

B. General Summary
A survey of the field of religious education in
1918-1919 revezled 2 great need for more effective work.
Extensive plans and changzes were being outlined to meet
this need. The church school served as the main agency

for cerrying on the orogzrem of religious education. lany

18]

sug=estions were mede for the effective execution of the

0

work through the superintendent and teachers. The impor-

tance of the leaders was recognized by oroviding oonvor-

-123-
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tunity for their training and by the emphasis placed on
the teacher herself. Through special programs and activi-
ties, and asn initiel amount of weekdey religlous education
the work of the church school was supplemented. Social
service including speciel activitlies for the men in the
armed forces hed a place in religious educetion of that
day. The home was consicdered in The respect that articles
on child psychology were published and working conditions
of the Americen girl were evaluated. Religious education
in the first World War vneriod wee »nlacing emphasis on the
functioning of religion in socisl relationshins

' Religious education todey covers a broad field.
It is well orgsnized and & nation wide Advence is being
conducted. The local church 1s zlso orgenized and the
church scnool, week-day schools, vecation church schools
ere agencies through waich religlous education functions.
Leadersiiio is sgain a specisl concern and'plans for
soliciting end training lesders are in effect. Some
special topics of emphasis at Tthis tiane include the use

cf the Bible in religicus education, youth, rsce reletions,
and rurel life. A brosdeaning concern for tie community
and for the world is evidenced in this war period. Here
the family in &1l its activities is & special concern of
the church. Efforts sre belng made to strengzthen the
spiritual foundations of the home. Religious education

is returning to a concern for the fundesmentel doctrines of
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Christienity in bullding today for e Christian world.

A comparison of these two periods reveals separate
organizations of & somewhet overlsoning nature apjiroximat-
ing coordinaticn in the early vneriod while the counterovart
today is found in the centrel szency of the International
Council of Religious Education. The local agencies in the
curriculum are better developed at this time, and although
toe church school is etill tihe most importent one, week-day
religious educetion in vericus forms and the vacation church
school are meking & large contribution. There is indica-
tion of & better unification of all agencies in the church
to form one whole enterprise. The training of leaders 1is
& strong point of emphnasis &t both times. The laboratory
method cf training ie¢ becoming orominent foday.

Religious education is considering sociel reletion-

ships tc 2 larger extent &t the precent time. The home

jad]

enters much more into discussions and plans then previously
and the church is often judged to whet extent it 1s conscious
of the community and the needs it dresents. The conscious-
ness of war in the early verliod was largely reflecfted in

direct relestion to the men in service, while today it

1ls
observeble in nore nesrly every phase of the planning and

work, again indicating the community feeling.
Finelly the basic messeage of religicus education
&t the close of the first World War was in terms of service

&€ an expression of the greater realization of God's need
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for men and men's devendence on Him. At this time 1t is
the structure of the Christian fsith which 1s being called
into focus &s the foundation which supports &£ll phases of

religious education.

C. Conclusion

From this study of religicus education h different
periods of crisis some specific coneclusions stend out.
1. When fece to fece with & crisié, lesderes tend to evaluate
their efforts. The changes brousht gbout in this Drocess
as a result of evaluation creste the trends for the years
ahead.
2. The sWing of the pendulum awey from stress on individual
sslvation towerd religicn of & social nature had begun in
1218-1919. Todey there is 2 swing back the other way fer
enough to stress the specific doctfines which meke
Christisnity distinctive, but an effort is being made to
retain all the advanéement of a social and educational
nature.
3. Increased emphasis on the use of the Bible in religious
education ie another part of the movement toward the more
gpvecific contributions of Christianity.
4. Wissionary work evidences the svirit of unity mentioned,
for growth in a real feeling of brotherhood among 21l Chris-
Tians 1s indicated in this time of war crisis.

5. Every generation recognizes Christisnity as the solu-
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tion to the pressing world pfoblems and changes 1n reli-
gicus educetion are made with the sincere thougnt that
this change will more nearly accomplish Tthat »urpose.
Today azein we face the situation of world crisis.
Twenty five years ago leaders in religious education
evaluated their work and mede changes to meet the needs
they felt. Today our leaders are trylng again. Have we
reglly lesrned anythlingf Will this effort be better than
the last? If religious education is able to combine
securely and relate properly the gains in education and
in socisl apolication of the gospvel with the foundations
of Christian doctrine then truly a step forward will have

been made. That is our challenge today.
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