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CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
TO CHILD NURTURE
IN THE FAMILY

INTRODUCTION

And calling a child, he put him in the midst of them, and said,
"Tyuly I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you
will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself
1ike this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
‘Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me; but
vhoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin,

it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened about
hisg neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.'l

This statement was made by Jesus in answer to the question:

- "¥ho is the greatest in the kindgom of heaven?"™ It might well be His
a&m of the responsibllities of parenthood for He challenges adults
sceive the child in His name.

He suggests, first, the sttitude of parents in recelving a
“They themselves mist be childlike ; they must become humble,

ng to leern, willing to grow. Then He suggests the method of
‘mentsﬁ in recaiﬁng a child - as stewards of God. They must accept
the child in His neme = ‘feaponsible to Him for the care and growth of
he child. Finally, He states the tremendous seriousness of the respon=-
; aib’ility ‘of parents in receiving a child., They must clear the way of
hindrances to the full growth and development of the child.

* o o * & 9

1. Matthew 18:2-6.
. Matthew 18:l.

il
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&, The Statement of the Problem

The condition of the world today 1s a strong indication that

the growth of children in' the pas'b has been hindered in many ways. War, |

cfime , Juvenile delinquiney, divorce, increase in mental illness all

‘ show that full Ghristian growth has not taken place. One problem of

this fbhesis therefore s 1s to discover some of the areas where« the hin- .
drance to the growth of the child has been greatest. But to discover
an area of need :?.s not enough.. Sféme suggestion must be made toward
m’e_et’ing the: need.

For nearly two thousand years the 'New Testament has been a

guide for fruitful 1iving. It has withstood all the fluctuations, the

theories, and the srguments of centuries. It has met the needs of those

who were willing to accept Christ and to live by the principles which He
taught. Yet Jesus does not tell parents specifically how to train a
child, Children are seen with Him.l He talks about them.? In & few
instances He referé indirectly to their nature.3 Paul's references to
the training of children specifically also are few.4 In the New
Testgmex;t, however; are given pz'inciples by which all men may live

and grow in the ’(A}‘hrisfbian life. These principles mst be applied to

tha understanding and needs of each age of life. It is during the early
years that the child is absorbing the attitudes which will color his
entire future., The child's mind and soul are as alert and active as

e & o s s e

1. Cf. Matthew 19:13-15, 21:15..

2.-Cf, Matthew 7:7-12, 10342, 1l:16.

3. Cf, Matthew 18:1~14, 10:34-39.

4 Cf . Ephesians 6:1-9; Colossians 3:18-25.
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his little body. Every sction and attitude of the other members of the
family are noticed, pondered, and often imitated. It is during these
important early years that the truths of the New Testament must be estab-
lished in the thinking and life habits of a berson if they are to be of
 permanent velue, The full problem of this thesis, therefore, is to dis-
cover some of the areas where hindrance to the growth of the child has
been greatest; to discover the principles and teachings of tﬁe New
Testament‘whigh have definite§value to parents in dealing with these
areas of need; and to suggest ways in which parents can make practical

applications of these principles to children in the pre-adolescent age.
B.. The Significance of the Problem

Most parents have the desire to do their best for their
children. Yet memy parents, who claim to. be Christian, have ignored
the child's need of spiritual development. They have turned largely
to secular sources for help. They have found some in Parent Teacher

Association courses. They have found some in bulletins put out by the

Govermment, such as Infant Care and The Child from One to Six. They
have found some in bocksabyrdocéors on the physical growth of the childy
They have founa help in popular magezines such as The Parents' Magazine
and degxé‘Health. But this is not enough, because, important as the
physical and mental.well—being of the child is, it is not all. The
child's spiritual life both permeates and transcénds the'physical
and mental. It has too much been neglected.

Some parents who have rgcogniée& the spiritual need of the

child have ignored the responsibility which is theirs to meet this need. .
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They have: san‘b the‘_éh;'f.ld t0 Sunday Church School and i‘eltv that tﬁeir
obligation was thus fulfilled. The Church School teachers have too
of'ten been untre;ined and therefore ﬁhgve: taaght facts snd stcrieé which
have had little relevance to the everyday life of the child. The teach-
ing done in the short time on Sunday at best has been insignificant in
comparison with that carried on in the home end public school during

the week. Wesner Fallmw in The Modern Pavent end the Teaching Church

seys that ", . . vhat the parents are the child tends to become and
hq;!.d V&J‘ua‘ble..“l» If the home does not teach religion, the child will
not be religiocus. A

; Other parents have tried to teach religious living in the
‘home, but have ignored the most authoritative source of guidance - the
iﬂeﬁ "festament; ‘Ihey have made the knowledge of the facts: of the New
Testame‘ht_'importan‘b rather than meking the New Testament a source of
guidance.fSr daily living. The condition of the world today is a tes-
tinony to the ineffectusl way in which the family has handled the prob-
lem of guiding i‘_,‘hei child in spiritual development. The home must take
over its responsibility for Christian nurture. It mst do it while the
child is small and forming its basic concepts of life, It must do it
by following the most reliable guide for Christian living -~ the New
Testament.

C. Method of Procedure.

The first chapter of this thesis will be a study of the areas

L] * * s s @

1, Wesner Fallaws The Modern Parent and the Teaching Church, p.l5.




of special need in child murture as given in bocks on the family. An
analysis of these books will be made to discover just what the areas
of greatest need are. Further study will be made of these areas to
understand the particular aspects of the problems involved.

The second chapter will be a study of the New Testament to
discover some of the principles and teachings which contribute to the
solution of these prqblems,.

The third chapter will set forth suggestions of ways in which '
these: principles may be made applicable to the growing child in the

home before he reaches the apge of adolescence.
D. Sources of Data

i Data: for the first chapter will be gathered’ from books swall-
a%)le"on feamily Tife. These: books will be chosen because they give a
picture of family 1ife within the pagb. twenty yeers. The majority of
onks: will be those which were written within the past decade. The
majori’cy of the' books will also be from & Christien viewpoint. A £ew,
however, will be included from the secular standpoint as a \,.kclrlmck on
areas of need. Stieh books should be able to contribute to an under-
standing of the préblems in the areas of need. The second chapier will
’be based entirel:;r on the New Testament -~ Revised Stendard Ver»sion.; The:

.. third chapter will be original.




CHAPTER I
THE AREAS OF SPECIAL NEED IN CHILD NURTURE
IN THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY




CHAPTER I
THE AREAS OF SPECIAL NEED IN CHILD NURTURE
IN THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY

A. Introduction

- This chap’l;er will be a study of the areas of special need in
child nurture in the Christi&n family. An enalysis wlll be nade of the
verious books on the fami%y to discover the areas of specia'l nesd, These
WII1 be the aress which: seem to have given the grestest hindrances to
Ghristian Iiving,. .&furbher study of these sreas will be made to deter-

mine the special. sspects of these needs which have cmised preblems
B, Anhalysis of Books on the»F'min' o Bifscwer the Aress of Need

- In trying todistzeveer the areas of special need In child
m:r'&u'e in the femily, nineteen books on the fanﬁly were: scanned and
'hheir emphasesrmra nctedy These bem&cs deslt m:hh vm'iaus phwea* of
home Tife but #ll hed as &major purpose the develomment of & stronger
fatly wntt for the better growth of thie hild. OF thess ninsteen
bocks, fifteen devoted one or move pages tothe need for security fn
of this needs ™ivery child is entitled te a S"r“mg m*‘a of sscurity;
a feeling of belonging, of importance in the family."l Without this

1. Mary Clemens Odell: Our Family Grows Toward God, p.53.

-




present themselves wilch farce the pavents to ¥, . search for- the Great
solve tliefr problens unless they have security in thefr basic beliefs,
The need: far the right use of money and material possessions

wag empliasized by thirteen Dooks. In:Ihe Home and Clicistian Living, .
Percy and Myrtle Hayvard say, "The use of money cuts desp Int charas-
ter. It is an ast of daily 1ife."® The member of the family who
selfishly tries %o approprisfe the major share of the family finances
soon creates & feeling of reseniment in the others of the family, Such
feelings not only disrupt family harmony but can lead e seﬁaas crises
in the hmne, Robert Lapley, In Beside the Hwﬁhstone, says, "Handled
improperly, money cen lead to misunderstmdﬁ.ng resentment: and bit'har—
ness: between Imsband end wife - aven separation end broken hemes."3
Of equal fnportance to the right use of meney is the need to
have: riight“ morad s‘omd‘an:&s Here, the need for the right attitudes
ard. sex is emphwis&d, though the need for right standerds In "

henesty and othier aress: of moral living is also mentioned. : The ‘unhap-
pmesg which results im & home when one of the membeq's is Ieor in the
Ideals of :sexual relations is felt by all the members of the fami¥y.

! stresses the need for sex: edumian gt an early esges
» & & 8 ‘ L4 V

1. Reginee Wiemans The Family ILives Its Behgion, Pe 3.69. :
2, Percy #. and Myrtle H. Hayward: The Home and Christisn Iiving, p. 97
3. Robert Lapsley, Jr.: Beside the Hearthstons, p.88.




Sex: Interest is empable of beciming: aﬂl—abmrbing s&ammly '
age if enviromment makes It so, I is thersfore necessary to go to
sone troubls to creats: an enviromment in which sex will be nabural
and wholesome in the ilay and other contacts which beys and girls

. have wi‘bh each others.

msciglina was mentianed a5 an avee cf g:cea‘b need :.n twelve
of the bocks. Lack of respect for both -authority and property is a
characteristic of this generation which Is all too well known. Not
only for the ccnsidemzticn of afbhers:, but. for the child's ewm sske, It
is ‘necessary for him te be: taught to do what is: right. 2 Neglect to do
thiswhen a;child issnalimaysemnwbe thekindermbu’c. the penalty
Iamsmeas is inevi‘bable. Regine Wieman surmarizes: it thuss
uring ﬁha Iang span from birth to adulthoed, the family mist prmride
th@sa conditions thet keep the child: under appropriste external con-
trol in &l fhose areas of living where he is not yet mature emngh
to perticipate: in' control. As fast: as he demonstrates that he is
prepered to do so; the family encourages: the. child to assume self-—

control, which isg another term for freedom. They gradually release
to him the responsibilities and privilegss: commensurate with his

growing appreciwbionsJ

These four areas, therefore, represent the msjor cencerns for

the besi‘. grma'bh af the ch:x.ld.v Other areas of need were alse: dlscussad
by the various authors. The need for the right use of lefsure tine

With sfequate trafuing in creative expression wes indicated in over

half of the books. Helf of the books surveyed mentioned the nced for
a: wiolesame attitade towswd deatl: and hardship, suffering, end sicmess,

$o develop within the child an spprecisiion of the richness of experi~

ence: which these: can give ra;tbl_lezj than the sense of loss, Some books

1. Heywerd, ops cit., p.96. -
3. Wiemen, op. cif., p.lib.




mentioned the need for a cqnstantly developing maturity in the child’
in‘all,areas of its living. The neea for the elimination of harmful
vprejudicé’was shown in éne book. Because of the limitations of this
thesis, only the first four areas of need have been selected for study.
These then, in the order of importance found in the books examined, ares
1. the need for security; 2. the need fbr the right use of money and
material possessidns; 3. the need for moral standards, and 4. thé need

for discipline. These will now be considered more fully.
C. Analysis of the Areas of Special Need in Child Nurture

Femily life is a complex experiéncez Because each individual
regets to each situation in a different way and because each individual
may react to the same situation in a different way at a different time,
the problem of meeting the needs of one person takes on many aspects.
What will seem important in one family will be considered trivial in
another, It is essential, therefore, to appreciate some of the moren
important aspects in the areas of need in orde? to understand just: what

- help must be provided in each situation. In the survey of these books
on the family nearly every author mentioned some new angle in his dis-
cussion of respective needs. Many authors, of course, emphasized the
same major aspects. The analysis of these areas of need is necessary,
therefore, befqre attempting to discover what solutions may be found

in the Hew Testament.




1. Analysis of the I\Ieed for Security ¥ ; -
The dlcta.onamy defines security as "(1 3 Preedom from danger
or risl; (2.) Frosdom fron care or apprehension; confidence - safefy.
Tuis definttion suggeste the 4o areas in vhich the problens of security
e, The first gives security as the result of physical surromdings.
The second shom' seclmity as & mental a’btimdé.‘ K person’ whﬁ ha:s every-
thing in his material surroundings 'ﬁo insure a comfortable and happy life
ey still ‘be insecure because of his. a:btztudes. The azttqnp'b of the gov-
ernment. both tq keep the standard of -1living on & high level and to pro-
vide Pinanoial support during periods of unemployment and of 614 ags
reflects the ma;bgria& »int’érpreta;tion pi""'sércmfity.; Inszzr@ce comp&ﬁies |
do the same thing. In giving security for possible material less or
Ioss of income beosuse of death, they remove the risk of @ person's
being Iefh penhil’e_a’ss,ﬂ The: father who drives himself to asﬁa:bﬁsh' &
goud bank account, to own {hj_s own home, and to provide all the neterial
eomfoirtysl for his femily is: striving for this type of securlity. The |

o & e e 8

*%B.Iliam Blabz: and Helen Bct‘t*' P’arents and the h‘eschoal Child, DPe 175~
223,

Margueritte H, Bros: When. Children Ask, pp.1-28

Wesner Fallaws The Modern Parent and the Tesching Church, Pe 166.
Ernest Grovess Christianity and the Family, p.82..

Leslie Hohman, M.D.: As the Tuig is Bent, pp. 178-196; 212-220,
Harold Holt: Building Pamily Founda:tions, Pp. 4555,

Robert. Lapsley: Beside the Hesrthstone, pp. 113-120," o

Mery Clemens Odéllr Our Famtly Grows Touwsrd God,. pp.35~32, 53—-56&
Maxy Clemens Odells Our Litfle Child. Faces Iife, pp. 18-22.

Di. Ernest Osbornes The Famlily Scrapbook, pp.53=-60; 70-'72, 123»14.7.
Joseph L. Sherrills Family and Church, pp.92-98.

Joseph L. Sherrills The Opening Doors of Childhood, pp.l=li; 91-110.
Ethlyne snd Edward Stapless Children in a Christian Home, pp.16-18,
Hermen Sweets Opening the Door for God, pp.13=if; 20=21; 33-34.
Régina Wiemens The Family Iives Its Religionm, pp.167&l83‘.

1. Funk and Wagnallss Unsbridged Dictionary.




depression showed hov ineffectual was such confidence in mﬁaﬁ@ pos-~
sessions. But becmise it is concrete and brings & sense of phvéicﬁ-
well-being, people will continie to sesk for security by pubting thelr
trust in materfal things.l Emest Groves in Christiemlty end the
Fanily descri‘i)e;s the fu‘bility of putting trust in these things as a
means of gaining securi'by' 7

A great mdtitude is confused, discontented and even robbed of the
physical adventiages thet modern civilization is capable of producing
because cooPerwbion and good will are insufficiently developed in a

- eulture so lacking in spiritual sppreciation that it fails to give
people evenn the means of controling thelr material power for their
‘physical and. social wdvan’bagefz

.of grewber signif:{eance is the pmblem of finding security
‘through the xﬁ.ghtk mental attitudes. Here fear looms up as the attitude
most in need of being put into proper perspective if a feeling of sech
- rity is to be atbtained. Yet Dr. Leslie Hohman in Ag the Tuig is Bent

V svys.

Biman bebles are among the bravest of creatures. If it had not been
proved, it would seem to be beyond belief thai when we come into the
world only Ioud noises and a: feeling that we were: about to fall were
capable of terrifying us. We would not have been afraid of a snake
or a lien. . . . The baby flinches neither at tolal darimess nor a
flgsh of Iightning. . . . Thé normal infant would meet all. the Presi-
dents, Kings and Dictarbors 3.n his diaper without a tremer.3

) -Soon azf.‘ter birth, however, the complex expariences of Ilfe,
. wrong associations, suggestions and ai;titudes of adults begin to develop
‘ideas of fear in the chiId..4 These soon enlarge and beccmei dispropor=

1. Gf. Margveritte Hi:Bror When Children Ask, p. 24, -
~ Cf, Hermem Sweet: Opening the Door For God, p.21-22,
2. Ernest Groves: Christisnity and the Family, p.8l.
3+ Leslic Holmen: As the Twig is Bent, p.X78. ' o ’
4o Of. Mary Clemens Odells Qur Little Child Faces Life, p. 18.
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tioname‘unless;thgy are channeled inﬁqzﬁoi'e»reaassuringlexperiencew
Fear in itself has values. Again to qqa:beaﬂoman', ". . . our children
hayetto>1earn whaﬁ?ﬁonbe‘gfraig;of.ﬂl’ _The:éhild&mus# lea:ﬁ to fear‘
thegf@ye;£QAp;ev¢pt bimfﬁycgyyeing burned. He must learn to fear other
dangers for his own protection. This type of fear‘or'cautiqn is normel.
and:vhnlssamgi it‘dgvelopg gsecurity when it is rational and matter-of-
fﬁpt.’uﬁnother>type of fear in comnection with material possessions
dbéelbpSfth:ift gnaigivgs'éacertain gense of maierigi.security as
deseribed eariier.27 However, when fear of any sort’becames irrational
apd}the’emptiqngiﬁaititudes:are over-emphasized, iﬁ:be¢am53~hammfu1;émf.
dévglopgtdefiniﬁe.feelingStof insecurity which can hayefsericusrcénse-
- quences. 3 ’
| The child's fear of the dexk is & comon occurance. ALL kinds

Vof‘imagipgiiye:horxc;s are fancied by the child alone in the dark. |
fhese fénéies, nevérﬁhelessg ere real to him and each sound and noise
which is strange suddenly looms with a dread significance.t

~ Fear éf’thevda:k;‘hﬁwevsr, is just one aspect of fear of the
unkncpp; It isfeasyktq develop fear of seve:e‘sto:m§;~ The,crashwof
thunder end the violence of sirong wind end lashing rain is awesome to
anyene.”  Where there is the Ieast sign of apprehension on the part
Qg.‘@y@ge}mm whom the child happens ta be, he quickly senses it. An
unpleasant experience in a new situation may lead. to an sgsociztion of

1. Hobmen, loe, cilt..

22 Ante p. 64

3. Cf. Hohman, op. cit., p. 179. ‘

4o Cf. Herman Sweets Opening the Door for Ged, p.2l.

5, Cf. Odells Qur Iittle Child Faces Life, p. 18
Cf., Sweet, op. cit., p.33.




unpleasantness: with veniuring out :v.nte the ~unknown, This feeling of
uppigasanﬁness with & few repetitions develops into fea.r.; - Often when
an initial fear is shown by a child the emotional reaction of pity and -
qf{erprotection by the perents tend”sf'bo inerease the problem».? Another
aspect of fear of the' unknown 1s developed by & possessive over-protec-
tion of the child. Either, or both, of the parents may shield the
child from every possi};l‘_e situstion where he might be emha:ﬁasseci’ or
hurt. Then, unless the parent is right there to show him just vhat is
safe, he dares not venture into z new e:q;erience;f’ The same fesling
in the child Aresult‘s when the parent is too authoritative aud regiments
each action and thought in his :Li.fé., He dares try nothing which he has
not been éommanded to do.4

‘The fear of being supplanted figures in the insecurity of
peoplé ofa.ll ages. Ermen “chiy.s develops into 8 rfaseni_',mept oi‘ sémednet
vho, they;feel, is' supplanting them it beeoxﬁes jealousy. The .comﬁgnest
form of this for j&» child occurs at the time of the arrival of & new |
brojfhhe:- or ‘sistfer@n the hpme.5 Even when the child has been.welL
prepared ifor} ‘the coming event, fear of being displaced in the affections
of #1_13 mﬁherwcan creep in.. The new baby demsnds mach of the mother's
time, Her strength is of'ien weakened and unless there is great cé.re
in planning it is easy to give the older child less time and affection.
1. Cf. Odells Our Family Grows Touwsrd God, pp. 30-32.

Cf. Blatz and Bott, op. ecit., pp. 211-214.
" Cf. Staples, op. cit:, p.l6. '

2. Cf. Hohman, op. cit., pp.179-182,
3. Cf. Hohman, op. citi, p. 185,

FAN Gr. HOI.'!;, ope. Citt IS ppvlt»é’ 51&
5. Gfr Ibidc" p.é,g,
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Bécaqsesthewchild‘cannat depend inyarigbly'op that affaction he develops
& feeling of insecurity.l Another cause for this fear which results
in»jsaiopsyfigiunfavogable,campamison’wiﬁh qthersfz' vThis’givas thetr
child a.real or Imagined infe:iorityAsenSEﬂuhich.makes:him faar'thaﬁihe
91;1 1c$gﬁqg§ in the affection he désires. He may never have recelved
the affection he wanted and so the fear grows, taking out: its resentment |
on the peispn with whom he has been compared. o

.}F@aerf the consequences of guilt is another aspect of this
problem.3 Emphssizing God's hatred of wrong rather than His love will
develop in a: child & fesr of God. The child conceives of Gad as an
eveprresent tyrant;uﬁo:uawcheS'and‘condemns contimually. He=begins:to>
@read dire: cal&mities which mey come, as the result of his wrong-doing,
eltber to him or to someone whom he loves. An act which he;know?has
“been wrong, but which goes»undisccvered and unpunished by those who are
 responsible for his conduct, msy hamt his thinking even after the deed
itself has been forgotten. Only the feeling of apprehension will remain
to make him feel insecure. This fear is often die to the faulty concep—
tion of God which the parents themselves have.4 Often it is due to
their careless use of the fear of God as a means for securing cbedience.
- The result in the child is nevgrtheiesé the’same; He is filled with
foreboding and insecurity regarding the consequences of his: own gailt.
There-is the need to uﬁdérstan@ the vnrking\Qf GodFs IaWS»and‘Hisrawti-

1. Cf. Hohmen, op. cit., P. 212

2, Cf, Tbid,, p.213.

3. Cf. Suset, op. cit., p.l3.

. Of. Sherrill: Opening the Doors Of Childhood, pp.91-110.
4. Cf, Wiemen, op. cit., p.17L.




tude of love toward all people and His readiness to reqeive-énd forgive.
./There is another area in the child’skfeeling8~besidesfthe
va:ious,typéSVOf_fear which can cause insecurity. This comes from &
senge of not belonging.l This may be-the result of a lack of affec-
tion. When he is put on a rigid schedule, when he is sent off to bed
or to school or to church withoutvéay expression of love or of antiei-
pation in rejoining the family group; when he comes hame from school to
én‘emptyﬂhpuse,‘without any forewarning that his mother wiilfbe gone,
he feels left out of the group. This offen lesds to the feeling that
he does not really belong in the family; that he has been adopted.
This need of belonging in c:der'tczbe»secu:e exﬁends beypnq the imme-k
diate family circle to the gang or group of friends. Ngéessity for the
child to belong tczthiS“larger group is another- factor contributing to
hig security, one which the parentS'mnst take into consmderatlon,‘

. From the general confusion and disorderliness in the home,
theaéhild.can often get the feeling that he!does:not‘beiong,. Iy s some
instances, where a home is run without any schedule either of time or
space, a child mey grow up with & strong feeling of security but this
is not usual. In such,caseS'oﬁhef factors are so dominent that they
avercome thg Toss of security which comes from Qonfusion.v A child must
hgve_a‘pIaggacfvhigfown to keep his cl¢thes and toys, even if it is only
one émalI section of & shelf or drawgr52‘~/ He: mist have some idea of a

1. Cfw Qdell. Our Fanily Grows Toward God, p.Bl.
Cf. Staples, op. eit., pp. 17-18.
- Of. Holt, op. eit., p.53.
2, Cf. Staples; op. cit., p. 18
Cf. Bro, op. cif., pp.20=~21.
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routine ta follew in his deily responsibilities. This does not. mean
that everytha.ng in the home must be Pixed and ‘never chsnged nor- that
the chi1d"s day mist be regemented and can have no veriety. It means
merely that there mist be soms systen which s folloved that w1l ensble
the ci1d to know where things belong end vhat will be expscted of him.l
Hie needs-to have times of silence as well as activity, a place.of quiet-
ness where he can think as well as a place to romp and ’p’lay.u -If.he has
his own- pl&ce in the working order of the home he will be helped.in
feeling ths;:b he belongs ‘hhere.2

Fur‘themare, feelings of uncez'tain’by come: to a child mhen he
loses canfidence in his parents.. This happens quickly when & ch:.ld ;.
discovers: that he 18 not belng told the truth, Says Holt, "The child
ver;y.fagpn detects when he is being deceived and will never forget that
the: person vho hes charge of hin s wirelisble." I & parent dass
net, know the snswer to & child's é&eétion it is mich better to acknaw
leﬂge h:ls ignorance thsn o try ‘e pre‘bend he knows and: give an answer
tdn.ch 13 na'b 'bmer or is enly partly ‘brue. The parent can confess his'*

- om need 1o ‘search for i‘arther enlighterment.. I:Iieman says, "Ghildren

respgc‘b;this? growing attitude in the paxen‘bs.,“lf Stories of jbhej new
ba;byﬁbeing delivered by the stork or coming in ‘the doctor's black bag
will sooner or later be discovered to be mythis. The question will
1. Cf. Bro, op. cit., p.22.
R. Gf. Ibid., pp.l5-1‘7f '
3, HolE, Op. eite, Dsdde
Cf. Bro, op. cit., p.10.

" Cf.. Sherrill: Opening the Doors For God, pp.10-11..
A.r Fﬁ-m, Op. Cit.m, p.l’ﬂ-.




Inevitably follow in the child's mind of how much else he has been told
which is not tme?_ Stories of Santa: lose none of their charm to the
imaginative mind of a child if they are acknowledged. from the beglnning
as being in the realm of let's pretend. Sweet says, "It is u.nfmti‘u.l
in kthe‘ end to give our children points of view that are not acceptable
to us and that we have already proved to be insufficient."l Finally,
feelings of insecurity can come to the child when he has no anchor to
which to hold in something greater than himself. then the pavents have
no real conviction on which to base their actual life situations, the
child quickly senses 1t.2 There is @ resl need for a belief in God
and His workings in the world to give to both parents and child & true
p:eq:'specti’.if’eth of things.? The child must get the sense of trust from

his parents. As Fallaw says in The Modem Family and the Churchr "He

will gain reassurance from a God depicted by home and church as being
a. Ioving Fa:ther, mindful of all little children."

2. Enalysis of the: Need for the Right. Use of Money and Material
Possessions¥

One of the first needs in the right use of money is to get
the righ‘b philYosophy of money. OF ’bh:.sf mvall and Hill ssy "The most

« ¢ e o e ¥

I, Sweet, op. cit., p.22.
2. Cf,. Ibid., p.22. “
Cf. Bro, op. cit., p.28. s '
© Cf. Sherrilly Pamily end Church, pp. 92-98
3.. Gf. Bro, op..cit,, p.25.
4, Cf. Fallaw, op. cit., p.llé ; -
Cf. Sweet, op. cit., pp.l12-13.
#Mrs, S.H. &skew. Your Home Today and T’mnorrow, PP. 76~79.
BEvelyn Divall and Reuben Hills When You Marry, pp.201-221j3 225-228
Ernhest Grovess Christianity and the Family, pp.81,96 ' _ |
Percy and Myrtle Hayward: The Home and Christian Living, pp.97-11l. Cont.




importa;:t} considg;fgﬁ;qn is not the total amount of income;f, but. the
fenily attitude toward the total situation."l Money and the amount

of material possessions are not goals in life. They ave the means which
can-be put. o a good purpose or evil, depending on the attitude of the
usep. The need to think of money as a trust i‘rom‘ Godbecomes essential
ifthereis to be & wholesome use of it. A1l that a p'erson hes is' &
trust fr_tm God and as such it should be ~accounted for in a respongible
ey - Steuardship 1s not merely the ". . . pledge and envelope system. u
I ‘..:S.s:»“"f. . .8 dedication of life to “bhs purpose beyond self and in
Line with the purposes of Cod." Msterialism in the world foday has
‘bbi;e;i thé:'t;hmlghts of people avay” from this conception and has proved
again and agein that such a phiilosophy of 1ife only impoverishes the

soul.4 . Sherrill in The Family snd the Church declares, "Any good
thing 1s a trust from Ged, by the use of wiich men ave judged worthy
or not M5 Groves gives the need for a philosophy of stewafdship in

* * »* * > *

1. Evelyn Duvall and Reuben Hill: When You Harry, p. 219.
" Cf. Qdell: Our Family Crows Toward God, p.35.
2. Sweet, op. cit,, P.40. .
3. Ibide, p.139.
4e Cf. Tbid., p.139.
5, Sherrills Family and Church, p.10l.
* Continued from preceding pages
Harold Holts Bullding Famlly Foundations, pp. 9-35.
Robert Lapsley: Beside the Hearthstone, pp.88-95,
Mary Clemens Odell: Our Family Grows Toward God, pp.35-37.
Dr. .Ernest Osborne: The Family Serapbook, pp.250—267.
Joseph Sherrill: Femily and Church, pp. 58-60; 101-103. .
Ethlyne and Edward Staples: Children in a Christian Heme, pp.85-88.,
Hermen Sweebts Opening the Door for God, pp.l39-140.
Wiifred and Frances Tyler: The Iittle World of Home, pp.31l=54.
Reging Wieman: The Family Lives Its Religion, pp.l116-13Z,
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the foilouingvz;v N
The heart of our socigl troubles, hurking not only home life but
every sphere of spiritual experience, is clearly a civilization that
has been s0 captivated by its own rapid material progress that it
has lost not only its senge of spirlitual values, but even any reall-
zation of its def:.c::.ency.l
Andf a:gai’n:” o
The cause of the weskening of the family comes from econcmic ambition
stimlated by prevailing notions of success, vwhich leads to an ex—
cessive expenditure of interests and energy in vocational pursults
and a neglect of the opportunities of marital and parent-child
rela'tlonships.z
- .Money is in deily use.. With each expenditure a person reveals
his;chafg:c}’oexf and philosophy of living. If he thinks of his possessions
as a trust from God, his spending' will become as expression of alt:mism.
If his iQee.l.? of life are no higher than his own comfort and self-indul-
gence, hi.s money will go fo_r things which are only for h:Ls sc_alf:‘ish ens-
quym;eni;;;wﬁiéh may even involve dsmsge: and hardship to the livizig of
others.3
’ ; Tn th:.nking of money as a trust from God, the use of which
reVBals the nmer 11i’e of the person, the question occurs as to "hemr
‘much cx:f.' t.he parent's vital energy should be signed away for the money
to make a better living."s If the wholé of life is regarded &s &
stewardship, “if.‘ higher goals and values are set tha‘:nr jbhe wcsuma»lf@ion
of material wealth, then the urgency for spending energy on making
mméy k'ybe'covmss less and more in proportion to the true needs of the

* & & » =

1. Greves, op. eits, p.&1.
2. Ibid., p.9%6.
3. Cf, Hayward, op. cit., p. 97
Cf. Davall and Hill, op. cit., pp.202=207.
Lo Kskew, op.cit., p. ’76
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family.
‘This makes it easier to meet one of the other needs in cons
necﬁ@on gith the aiﬁitqde toward mogay,_thatbof living within the in=~
come. If the family is sebting their standard of Living by that of
neighbors whe have a:larger income and is constantly irying to include
every luxuny that is:seen in the home of sumeppeselse, thgre is‘ag
constant ﬁepdenqy to spend more than is earned. Such a condition is
giﬁgyg-a;strgin, Tt is either a contimual struggle to keep out of
debt;or‘a Tutile resignation to a étateecf»indebﬁsdness:with its pres-
sures of unpeid bills and demanding ereditors.l -
"WEﬁh the need to recognize the material things-of‘lifevas a
#rust froﬁ God andkthe~nead,tq undersiand:the necesaity of staying
Wiéhipqﬁhe%}imits of the familyvincqme; cones the needﬂfor,én attitude
of ¢dnten§@§nt, This does npt precludeftﬁe idea of growth into Jarger
areas of service by any member of the family. But constant chafing
ggginst fﬁe-ingbility tc afford this and that builds:restlessnessg4 It
forces on.the wags-earner of the family the feellng that he is inferior
in hiS'ability_tq_sﬁpply the family needs. ﬁ‘uhqlesome’aﬁtitude4¢ns$
be cultivated toward all the good things that ave availsble on any level
of incomei? | |
~ The finsl test of the right abtitude toward money. shows up
in the spiritual tone of the home.> Where money is conceived as &

1. Cf. Sherrills Family and Church, p.58.
2. Cf. Lapsley, op.cit., p.92.
Cf. Holt, op. cit., pp.1l~I5.
© 7 Cf. Duvell and Hill, op. cif., pp.219-221.
3. Cf. Lapsley, op. cit., p.93.
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responsibility to God v;hq". gives a.ll“ things for the highest purposes in
Tifos uhere the offort 1s made to accept these gifts and live ithin
the:.r IeVeI_LA,, 'bhgrxfhple a’hzgqsphe;'e of the hqme_is: ‘gn‘eref p’osi‘civej accep-
tance. Iife becomes a challenge to each person to fuIfil the trust in
the best possible way in all areas of living.l Thorefore, the firet
gegd‘ for the right use pf money and ma‘beria}l posse.gsiops is to deyglbp
thé:kzr'ight attitudes; first, that the mem;bers of the family are stewards
toward God and second, that each is contént with his lot.

'The*_secénd aspect of this problem of the right use of money
liasin having each onej of the family uhde;*standt the source: of the‘_
ir;c,omé?_, the ammmﬁ of it, and his responsibili‘by in rela‘bio;x to i, If
the fgt};ef is the sole wage-earner, the attitude mmst not be taken that
tha- 1ncone belongs to hin and he mist dole 1t out to the other menbers
of the fam:.]y m.th an attitude of reluctance, indignation, or indul-
gencé Va's' ﬁhe‘ case may be.2  When the child does not understand the:
source: and amount of the: fanily mcoma, when he receives money every
" time he asks his father for it, it is only natural that he comes to
bef.'l.:.e)vet that the amount ;I.s limitless. His inereasing demandsr»may‘ cause
deep sgcrifiqung on thetﬂp&’fbrof the parents to grant his desires, vhen
they feel that this indulgence is giving him a bebter chancs in life.

Ha.ywa.rd says “. . . cases occur continually where the parents have not
séen the need of edﬁcé:bing their ghil‘dren in the use of money and they

& & & & o &

1. Gf W:Llfred and Frances Tyler: The Little Werld of Home, p 52
Cf. Wiemsn, op. eibt., pp.120-122. ,
2. Cf. Sherrill, op. eit., p.58. ‘
Cf. Duvall and Hill, op. cit., pp.209=210,
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mature to.be*cogtinually.'broke',ﬁl On the other hand, the child who
is;mét uith a rebuff when he ésks'for~money mey feel that he does not
hqxefhis‘;ightful,sharef He may comewtexharbcr feelings ofuresenﬁment‘
or Teelings that he is not truly a part of the family. Tyler in The
Little World of Home points out. that the child must be given ". . . an
apprecig&ion of money as»the';iving of us all"? ’raiher than thequve
of-mogey gs a thing in‘itself. The fgmily income must be‘thought of
as & source yhich is availsble to the entire fanlly as a partnership.
The.mother who stgys al home to care for the children, to: clean the
house, techok; sew, wash, and iron is doing her share in helping to
earn the money by freeing‘the father frqm‘the cares of the home to do
the: actual wage earning. The child must be taught that sincewhe’bene-
fits frbm.the’results:qf the work of the fgtherkandrmothe?,;hevalso
hes & responsibility in the joint venture of living. He should be
given definite tasks and also his definite share of the income.3
: VWhen there is:a%recognition'of the’stewmjdshiprofx.their~
possegsions gndluhen there“iS'an understandipg katha sources,ofztheir
income,.it follows that the next need is to understand the best éay to
uséiﬁhé_fémily income. Many people feel that it cen be speﬁt‘on whetb=-
avefipéed:pregents itself as long as:the money is thgre. Hpéé%é;; care~
ful-planning will extend the usefulness of the money. AThis,is;called
budgeting»the resources., A budget is!ﬁqt a superimposed f§rm whigh

1. Hayward, op. cit., p.98.
2. Tyler, op. cit., p.32. }
3. Cf. Lapsley, op. cit., p.9Ll.
" Cf. Staples, op. cit., pp.86-88,
Cf. Odell: Family Grows Toward God, p.36.
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mekes the problem more difficnlt. A budgst is only & plan to got the
most out of ypur’inqome,“i> ‘Tt offers a chance to decide what is most
ﬁggtgd,» Tb~spepd mpney‘fbr everything that comegwalong and- suddenly
discover that nothing is left for the reglly importent things is most
§§§§trating, By studying the resources availsble and cerefully estima-
fiﬁg ~thelr basic needs, the family finds there is opportunity to eval-
uate the proportion of the surplus which shall be used for other things..
Theﬁ those;cther‘things can be purchased in the order of their need
andudeéirabilitym Just aSﬂthe‘entiygtfamily mst understand the source
andiamounﬁ of the income, so the?ﬁioceSS'of budgeting mist be a cooper-
stive family underteking. There mist be camplete frankness on the
part{of ail in expressing their needs andf&esiregr There mist be
fairness in apportiqning the moneﬁ to meet the needs of all. If ex=
penses fdf edﬁcation or illness neceséitate‘a temporary allocation of
a lavger share to one person this must not continue for an unlimifed7
tiﬁe; Ofﬁer members of the family sﬁculd.get speclal opportunities
aiSo.“Hhen the father continually denies himself for the'good«ofmthe
others, his sacrmfices,are merely teaching the others to be- selfish.zf
If the pianning is done in a spirit of openness and imnartiality, there
must also be=a complete lqyalty on the part of each person to carry
through the plan as: it has been adopted by the family.3 The parents

1. Duvall and Hill, op. cit., p.215.

Cf. Holt, op. cit., pp.18-25.

Cf. Wieman, op. cit., pp.125-126.
2. Cf. Tyler, op. cit., pp. 38,40,515
3, Cf. Tbid., D.hbhe

Cf. Osborne, op. cit., pp.265-266,
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also, Fﬁ.emzm suggests, msts

. + . provide conditions which generate and strengthen healthy wents

in their children so that the children wlll be forced to interact

creatively with each other while they earn or achieve thelr wants

and do so with sufficjent initiative, persistence and appreciation

to bring fulf:.]lﬁsn*&.l

When the budget is to be plenned, two needs must be taken into

consideration ,ifA it is to be of the highest good to the i‘ami];,r. The
first Qf.:. ﬁhese‘ is sharing. "Giving part of the income to God will have
a dei‘ini’cé effect on-the spiritua:l tone of the’ home.!'z | Giving to ob~
jectlves beyond the person or the family is a natural part of ‘the sense
of s‘bewardshz.p which should be held toward all of llvin . Gsborne in

The.ﬁ’ml;sr Scrapbook says that "Thrﬁ.ftiness.is. -gometimes not g virtue »

ut a..a‘vic"e;-";” | When the money of the family is limited to the ;’.n'herests'
and -needs of the members of the family only, the whole atmosphere of the
home becomes self-centered. Outreach of the family to the needs of
others widens the horimns and changes their perspective. The world
today is fllled with nations vho are looking for what they can get.
It is anly as the family 1earns to give that this s:.tue:b:.on can hope
to be eomcted Holt states, i
No family cen be sound that is living for itself alome. Tt mst
have a.sense of belonging to the larger commnity of the world, &
gense-of its importance in the human family. One of the means of

securing this outlooking views toward the world is through Church
and charity g:.fts.zf

The person who sheres is never left to feel alone in the world, There

1. Yé’ieman, Op. c:.'b., p.121.°

Cf. Dsborne, op. cit., p.267.
2. Lapsley, op. eit., p. 93. ' '
7 Cf., 0dell: The Family Grows Toward God, pp.36-37.
3. Osborne, op. c¢it., p.253.
4. Holt, op. cit., p.25..




is alweys a kinshig with the larger world which he ‘has helped.

,,..f_'L‘he second impor‘bant need to be considered in plamning a
budge"t is saving. MBrgencie?s always arise which demand resources
‘beyond those of ‘the regular income. Invesﬁmérit, in property, the possi-
bilityt of. illness ‘,77 and the need .f;‘-or help during the later yéars in 1ife
all call fqr some pla.n of ysa;v:’mg; | s T:;rler sees it, "The more you, cen't
save, the more you nn).st.f"i' Shemll also: exnphaﬁizes ‘Ehe need for
saving as .ﬁell as the need for giving.? Saving not oniy has value in
providing for emergencies whiéh ai;ise bﬁtv it helps to give "bh,ev family'
& sense of security. Yet, as ‘was mentioned earlier in this chapté:é; :
sa:n,ng mist not become the primary means of security. 3 Where it goes . ‘
to extremes it harms the individual rather than helping h:.m to grov e
int@ -a fuller 1ife. Tyler hask ap‘bly compared the extremes of spending
to the pendulum of a clock. I"b"isr&well worth quoting:

Reasonable saving recognizes a: pendulum in money matters whn.ch
~swingg within the limits of an arc; the extremities of the srg
being prodigality and miserliness. Such limits are determined
by God's laws of life and-love _Just as those in any clock pendu=
lum are determined by the laws of time and space. Clocks: differ,
.:but those which are relisble are adjusted to one great body of truth.
Families differ, but those which are successful are likewise ad-

“+ justed to one great body of truth. The penduwlum arc in any:clock
is determined by the length of the pendulum in relation to the works
of the elock and the make-up of the physical universe, So, tod,
mist the budget arc of the family with its Himits of. indulgence and:
stinglness be determined by how much money there is in relation to
the nature of its members and t.helr relation to. the whole world of
men. and things. 4 S

1. Tyler, on. cit., Do !;.'7.
2. Gf. Sherrill: Family and- Chu.rch, [ 60
Cf. Holt, op. cit. p.25.
cf. Dava:ll and Hill, op. cit.. pp.211-215, 225-228,
| Gf, Staples, 0. cit., o. 88 : _
3. Ante’ pcé . ’ Lo PR s
Lo Tyler, op.cit., p. b ‘
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, Thus thea:bti'bude of the family 'bowa,rd its material possessions:
must;be_ one ’Qf stguaxdship, The faxnily mast gccep‘b its 1eveZ_L of living
and undgrstand how to be cpntez’rb‘wi‘bh it. The family must cooperafively'
evaluate all needs and make choices for the spending of joint resources.

This mist be done impartially and faithfully in the light of needs. It
mst -also Vaicc}:ept res?onsibili‘by as a partnership for the gharing and

saving of those resources,

3. Analysis of the ‘Need for Moral Standards,® _ V
Without question, the aspect of the need for moral standards

wﬁq_h is of the greatest concern is in the area of sex., This need has
gained such prominence in the thinking of todey that ﬁxther discussion
seems almost superfluous. Cultural tzjg.ditions_ and. warped educaﬁbiqnai
| pfoce‘sses have done mich to distort the whqlésqme approach to sex. Theyk
have isclated one function and separated it from the’ whole ~of living.
i?gq.s_ they have given it a disproportionste sﬁlpha;sis whi;zh tends from
one. extrene of um&oleéameness to the other. On one side; sex has been
separated from. affection and made to appsar base and vulger so that. the

* & » - »* .

Mrs, S.H.Askew: Your Home Today and Tomorrow, p. 75.

William Blatz and Helen Bott: Parents and The Preschool Child, PP. 3.46—1’75.
Margueritte H. Bros When Children Ask, pp.l43=194.

Evelyn Duvall and Reuben Hille When You Merry, pp. M5-162, 228-235.
- Ernest Grovess Christianity and the Family, pp.99-100.

Percy and Myrtle Hayward: The Home and Christian. Iiving, pp.86-95.
Leslie Hohman, M.D.: As the Twig is Bent, pp. 153.—177, 228-282.
Harold Holts Bulldlng Fanlly Foundations, pp.55~70. " -
Robert Lapsley, Jr.t: Beside: the Hesrthstone, pp. 34-421. ,

Mary Clemens Odell: Our Little Child Faces Iife, pp.31=34.°
Dr.Ernest Osborne: The Family Serapbook, pp.6l-84y 242=244,.

Jogeph Sherrills Family and Chureh, pp.21; 32-39; 48-58; 98-10%.
Ethlyne and Edward Staples:: Chlldren in a: Christian Home, pp.91-92,
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legit:hng:te rela:bz.onshn.p of marriage is disjbastgful., This repression:
can lead only to frustration and the incomplete realization of the joy
which had boen anticipated. On the other hand umwholesome abbitudes
tovard sex can make 1t so prominent in & porson’s thinking thet 1t makes
" this averépwering drive the main basis of maintaining fellmféhig.: The
conflict between the desire and the approval of conscience is so strong
that emotional conflict follews.® -

’ The need, therefcre;. to keep sex as an integrated part of the
person's l:x.ving iss clear. Sherrill gives the picture thus,

- The mr'i;h of personzlity is one of the centrsal conceptions of Chrise-
tisnity. Aeccordingly, Christianity holds the entire personality to
be of more value thén any of its parts. Think of sex as being one
part of personality. Marrisge is built on the sex impulsej; Chris-
tienity has no embarrassment over that fact, aceepts it with frenk-
negs and lg glad of it. Bub sex is not made the sole basis of
‘marriage.’

Br.. H@hman expresses: it in this way &

Na oneg can divorce physical sex completely from mental considerat:z.ons
- guch as some conceptions of morality, duty, beaubty, and some desire
for dependability in companionghip and affection. One of bthe chief
reasons for the ultimaste frustration that almost invariebly resulis
from casual sex conduct seems to me to be that it lacks the overtones
for which humm ben.ngs yearn.

The anhievemen'b of a happy marriage vhere the se;mal phase ig
ar.kpérﬁ of the whole, untinged by any stigma and recognized as a: beauti-
ful and happy___unio;; of the husbend and wife is not sasy. "Young people

may drift into a-love affalr but tl;ey can izever drift into @ successful

1. CL. Groves, op. citi s PP. 100~101. -
€f. Blghkz snd Botb, op. cit., pp.l46-152.
Cf. Duvall and H:z.ll,, op. cit., pp.149-160.
Gf. Hohman, op. cit., pp.237=247.

2. Sherrilly Family and Church, p.2l.

3. Hohman, op.cit,., p.229.




marriagé; Such a marrisge is the resull of careful plannlng, earnast.
effbrﬁ and thought on the part of both husband and wife, ol
The great need in making sex an established, 1ntecrated part
of mamrigd'llfeiisjfpr’sex education. Sex e&gcation dges;npt mean &
mere ynowiedgeiof the;faéts and tbeir physiological aspects. It means
guidaﬁce»inﬁo ‘the right gttitudes.2‘> Both the father and the mother
should have & part in developing these attitudes and amswering the.
questions of the grownng child.3 The truth sbout. sex is of the utmosgt
1mportggce@ It must be the undistorted truth if the child is to get
the rightipapture.4 ‘The.parents must first analyze thelr own attitudes
and-ascertain that: their knowiedge~13-apcurate?before they can hope to
teach the .child.5 The education of the child in this area should
beginifrqﬁ the time he is old enough to ask questions and continue all
through his growing years. It should be done in the samercaéual ﬁam-
nerwin;ﬁbich the child is kept informed on any other subject. The
) pnly@precéution should be to tell the child that it is not the custom
‘o discuss in public some of these more intimate functions of the
: ‘ ‘ : ) ) o . o & » A * ‘

1.,Lapslay, op. cit., p.38.

Cf. Bro, op: &¢it., pp.186-189.

Cfo. Hayward, op. cit., p.87. .

Of, Groves, ops ¢it., pp.40-42; 61-62
" Cf, Sherrill, op. cit., pp.56-57.
2, Cf. Hol%, op. eit., p.57.

Cf. Davall and Hill, op. cit., pp.229—235.
- Of. Hohman, op. eit., vp: 171-1824 :
3. Cf: Blgbz and Botty op.»eit;, PR- 156~i57. =

Cf. Bro, op. cit., pp.1l43-161. - R
Cf. Odellr Our Little Child Faces Eife, pp. 31-34.

© Cf. Sherrillt Family and’ Church,. pp. 55-56.
%. Cf. Hohman, op. cit., pp.228-R29,
5, Cf. Blatz and Bott, op. eit., pp.l49-152.
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body.; The young child'ské$titude§towar§ sexﬂis~oﬁe of natural curi-
sity, as enotionally uninhibited as his questions shout rain.2 that-
ever<pislquesticn‘it'shculd be ansﬁered honestly agd comple#ely,aa}far
as the queétion goes.. The very faét that heuask$5a'qpestiopA;mpli§5'
biéineed £0r an ‘enswer. If he fails'to uﬁderstand“iﬁ cqmp1et§ly he

wil; ask again ;aéepjon., The‘aéswerS‘to many of histquestionsv&bduﬁ;
other things are also beyond his gresp but they form a basis of truth
whi¢h gi1l not have to be changed but will be there to build on in the
futurep3éﬂ As the child grows into adolescenceiﬁis:questions.will,change.
He already has the lmowledge of physiological facts. Now he wemts to
kpoq!ahout boy and girl relations.4 Then with approaching marriage
comes the need for an understanding of the deeper emotional implications:
of sex.” »
, . . .The other aspect of need for moral standards iskiﬁ teaching
children to tell the truth. First it is important to help the child
tO(Iéa?n»thefdifferegceibetween imagination and the truth. This mst
not. discourage the use of the imagination as this has mich to contribute
ﬁb,&he;richgess of the child'siexperience. Make belief can be fun when
it;is'reeégn;zeq as such and is kept in its separate pla;eféjf;efﬁen,
hovever, félsghaod is used as aameans‘qf covering up some wrong wﬁichu
haspbeénfdone. Punishmenﬁ‘wh;ch isutqo‘severe encourages this. Often,

1. Cf. Bro,. op. cit., pp.159-160.

2., Cf. Blatz and Bott, op. cit., p.147.
3.. Cf. Hohlman, op. cit., pp.233-236.

- Cf. Osborne, op. cit.; pp.62=6k.

4. Cf. Bro, op. e¢it., pp.162-172.

5. Cf, Ibid., pp.172-182.

6, Cf. Hohmen, op. cit., pp.155-158.
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too, the oild learns to lie from listening to the exaggerations of his
parents or to their lit”clerwhite‘ lies or 4social lies. If the child is
to learn a standard. of truth-telling there is the need for the pavemt.
to examine the cause of the lying. With a spirit of friendly coopera~
tidn and &n@ersﬁb&nding and a careful watchfulness by the pg&‘en%;s af
their own,conduct, the child can be taught the. importance of the truth
‘and be led to habits of truth~telling.l |

’ ~ Mention of other moral standards wes not made in the books
pf this - SUTVEY .. Such problems as stealing, respect. for the:propef’ty
of others, keeping promises:, fair business practices, and others of
sinilar neture, therefore, will not be discussed.here. |

4 Enallysis of the Need for Disoipline®

| 'Z.'he firat need in insuriﬁg good discipline for the child is
fpzf the parent to tske a good look at himself.2 ‘Inheri'b'a‘z‘lce of course,
plays & part in vhat the child becomes, but the train:mg which the parent
giﬁ'es the child ig the major fa;ctqr‘iz_z the child's c?ievc-zZl.opzm=:rrb.3

1. Cf. Staples, op. eit., pp.91-93.
Cf. Osborne, op. cit., pp. 243-244.
#¥filliam Blatz and Helen Bott: Parents and the Preschool Ghild, pp.223-24,5.4
Margueritte Bros When Children Ask, pp. 228-255,
Ernest Groves: Christianity and the Family, p.82.
Percy and Myrtle Haywards The Home and Christian Iiving, pp.27-36; 118-121,
LesTie Hohmans: As the Twig is Bent, pp.l-58.
Robert Lapsley: Beside the Hearthstone, pp.68-80,
Mary Clemens Odells Our Family Grows Toward God, pp.57-60.
Ernest Osborne: The Family Scrapbook, pp. 173-233.
Ethlyme and Edward Stapless Children in a Christian Home, pp.A6~49; 84-94.

Wifred and Frances Tylers The Little World of Home s pp.17-21
Hermen Sweet: Opening the Door for God, pp.52=53.

Regina Wiemany The Pamily Iives Its Religion, pp.l132=147.

2. Cf, Lapsley, op. c¢it., p.70.

3. Cf, Holman, op. cit., p.17.
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Symptoms of bad behavior in the very small child are no%zoutgrpwn
naﬁurally, They are either frained out of thg child or they are more
deeply established by the attitudes and responses of the parénts. Dr.
thman‘makes 8 significant comparison:

Gre&& oaks do not from little prune pits grow. But a point I hope 3

“to drive home is that great oaks can come from I3ittle acorns that

might produce badly stunted ocgk trees = less impressive than a well-

mrtured prune,l

The parent must carefully analyze hlmself as objectively as-

possible, to see what characteristics of the child he is encouraging and
vhet he is discouraging. He mist evaluate these characterist;csg not
in the Iight of whal he, himself, may find COnvepientsahd helpful, but
with the view to finding what will be of greatest benefit.in the growth
and. later 1ife of the child hﬁmself.?»»

- The nexi ‘aspect of disc;pline which must be faced is the: need
to undarstand the child,. Some of his irritability may be ceused by
physical problems. Iack of sleep, malnutrition, or some other cause
which mey need the assistance of a doctor to correct often makes.the
child so restless and nervous that he becomes & behavior problem.’

His emotional need for affection and for recognition must also be
satisfied, Pavents who indulge their child by yielding to whining
and coaxing, are actuslly herming him, The world will give hinm

1. thman, op. c1t., p.3.
2. Cf. Ibid., p.9. -
Cf. Odell, op. cit.; D.5%.
' Cf. Sweet, op. cit., PP, 52=53.
3. Cf. Blatz and Bott, op. cii., pp. 231,232
Cf. Osborne, op. clt., 0.225.
Cf. Staples, op. cit., 9.93.
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plenty of hard lmocks if their action does not conform. Tﬁese will be
mich more severe then the measures which a parent must use to meke him
do vhat is right. As Lapsley puts it, "True love does not show itself
in foolish indwlgences, it shows itself in careful and bhoughtful dis-
cepline, "l ' |

‘ Discipline mmust not be confused Qith punishment. It is a

mach broader and ﬁpre significant term. Punishment is a negative

phase of discipline. Staples in Children in the Christian Home makes
the distinetion thus: -

Disecipline is an educational process whereby a child leaxns to con=-
form to the customs and usages of his generation. Parents are dis-
ciplining a ehild vwhen they insist upon his following a partieular
course of action vhich they know from their greater experience to
be wise. Thus self-gsacrifice, kindness and acts of love are posi-
tive methods of disciplining a child. Physical punishment rarely
produces expected results and may cause more problems than it solves.?

Staples adds this further thought,for the consideration of parents:
Too frewmient use of physical punishment may lead to lying, cheating,
and the concealing of facts in order to avoid punishment. If a
child fights back, it shows he resents the punishment and it has
lost -its effect,> - ’

However, there are tendencies in children which must not be
allowed to continue if they are to be happily adjusted adults. These

- must be correctéd and of'ten punishment 1s necessary. When this is the

case the father and mother must show great care in being united in

their goals. If the parents disagree the child is quick to discern it.

1, Lapsley, op. cit., p.80.
2. Staples, op. cit., p.47. ‘
Cf. Blatz and Bott, op. cit., p.223.
Cf. Osborne, op. cit., pp.195, 230.
3. Staples, op. cit., p.48.
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Knowing thaﬁ:one of the parents will come to his defense; he takes
advanﬁage of this situation by doing as he pleases. 1
The nunishment as: far as possible, mustAbe the dlrect and

ngtural consequence of the offense. When it is the result of the
emotional reaction of the parent, the child's abtention is diverted
from wﬁgt he did that was wrong to the parent's reaction. He lemnns;
therefore, to avoid making his father or m@ther_apgry, rather than to
prpdu¢e a.mpre.desi?aplesformvof condgct.2 Expianaxion and.warning
can be effective also, Nature has certein basic physicel laws. I
the chiid get3¢toovlittle sleep hg will be tired_and irriﬁable. If he
overeats_he_wi;l be uncomfortable. If he gets wet and chilled when
playihg outside he will catch a cold and become’ill; The parept'mus#A
shqu?hi@wthgsg relationshipé’in cause and effect, If»heuyill_not}learn
fron explanation he mist learn from experience, There ave just as defi-
nite social laws. The child who hits another one will not be welcomed
as a playnate, If the child is spanked he will resent the adult uho
hit}bimﬁand>hit the other child harder_when thg adult is npt’present;

If he fisf”aeprived of the privilege of playing with the child whom he
jhlt; if he is sent home from the pamty, or called in from the group
outdoors, he will learn that hs must be friendly if he is to engoy the
fellowship of others. The punishment-mqst_nct!be‘toc‘severe or the
child will remember only that end will forget what brought it on...

1. Cf. Lapsley, op. cit., p.73. ~
Cf. Staples, op. cit., pp.48-49. ‘
 Cf. Osborne, op. cit., pp.185-186, 200.
2. Cf, Bro, op. cit., p.228.




The punishment mist contribute to the child's growth.l

Discipline is not to train a child to jump in mechenical
obedience to every whim of the parent just to gratify tﬁe' des:‘Lre of
the parent for p;ower'.-z Ba:thér, the parent, taking into consideration
the needs and in'barests of the Chlld, should Limit his direct commands
' t_aea‘ minimum, Nagg:_ng and repeating orders must: be avoided. Bu‘b when
& direct command mist be given it must be followed through and carried
out;_, J;‘he;parent must have the child's attention, and be sure that he
und@f‘stands the order. ‘I‘EAS‘ completion should. be marked by é.jbg?@béztionﬂ
The task must no‘& be too great a strain on the child's ability. - The
routine of the schedule must not be too rlgid 4

Usually, however, the child grows more from learning -to make
deeisipns for himself, This necessitates standards by which he can
evalugte;hisxa;ct;}qns. In the young ‘chil‘d these mist be very simple.
fs the ohild grows older, ‘he must learn the deeper, more significamt
values of ‘right and wrong. Talking ever‘the problem with the paren‘&s"
and Ietting the child realize that he has a shave in the conclusion
uhicheié;x;eachedf is a great help in giiecipline and avoids the: need for

’ . 6 o s o @ ‘ |

1. Cf. Bro, op. ci*b., pp.231-241
Cf. Osborne, op. cit., pp.201-202, 231.
© Cf. Hohmen, ope .cit., pp.32-43.
2.~ Cf. Staples, op. cit., p.82,
Cf. Hohman, op. cit., peb.’
3. Cf. Staples, op. cit., P84
Cf. Hohman, op. c¢it., pp.44-58.
Cf. Lapsley, op. eit., pp.71=75.
' Cf. Osborne, op. cit., pp.R226~229.
4. Gf. Blatz and Bott, op. citi, pp.228-229.
ct. Gdell. Cur I‘am:o.ly Grows Toward God, pp.57=-59.
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pﬁpi’siment Igter on. If this kind of procedure is to be of value, the
pazten’c.,mukst ghow under.standing of the child'sf feelings and be sensi‘bive
to his attitudes and desires.l His feelings and desires must not be
repressed. but rechanneled into expressions which are constructive to
his growth and acceptable to society. The purpose of discipline is to
release the child from actions and attitudes uhich_ will be hamf.‘al to
him, "The discipllne which has the greatest value, not only releases
from bondage, but es'bablishes in liberty.. . « . it should be just as

firm, but it shouwld ever be the discipline of deliverance,"?
D, Summary

In this chapter nineteen books on the f’amily vere. s_canf;éd to
discover the areas of special need in child nurture in the family.
Thase stressed most by fbhe auﬁhors were discovered._ to ber 1. j;he _need
fonmsemn"ii}y,wz. the need for the right use of mc;ney and meterial..
POSSGSSiO?S, 3.,the need for moral standards , and 4. ,t‘he, needw fdr:
disbipliné'. A further study was made of each of these areas of need
to discover just what aspects of these needs present problems.

. In the area of security these were found to 1ie in the
'ch;?Id ’s peed for freeglom from danger a.nd risky in his peed fox_' freedom
from:feara-in its various foms‘;‘his‘need for belonging; in his need

« & s 2 8 e

1. Cf. Tyler, op. cibt.; p.22¢
Cf. 0dell, op. eit., pp.59-60.
© Cf. Wieman, op. cit., p.146.
2. Tyler, op. &it., "p.l’?'.
Cf. Bro, op. cit., pp.244=R54.
Gf. Hayward, op. cit., p.28.
Cf. Askew, op. cit., p.75.
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for confidence in his parents and in something greater than his pazen‘hs.
~The problems in the area of the right use of money were found

~ ‘oo) beiva» need for the J;ighv':. attitud@ toward money ahd material possessions;
the need to understand the source and amount of income and the respon=-
s:r.bllity c;f each member of the Lamily for ity the need to understand
the .best way of spending, including the need for sharing and smng,
and the -need for such budgeting of the income to be a éoopera‘bifre expe~
rience on the part of the entire f_’ain'il‘y,r
| In the area ‘of' moral standards, the necessity for. educa.i;ion,
not onlj m i}l:x)}e“physiologica;l J’:‘acts of sex, but also in the.right |
attitudes towerd sex, was siressed. Some consideration was also.glven
to need for standards in homesty. | |

| In the area of discipline-the need was emphasized for the .
pavents to know their own weaknesses and to eve,luaﬁé*v their vm‘otives_ in
their training of the child s 88 well as to understand ‘bhe needs and
interests of the child., There is a need for them to see diseipline,
not.just as punishment, but as a re¢hanneling of the energy and. ixi‘beres*ts
of the child into ways that are acceptable and that will evenbually lead
to hlsomn fyeedoﬁn and to his ability independently to distinguisﬂ

right from wrong.
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CHAPTER II
CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
TOTAREAS OF NEED IN CHILD NURTURE

A. Introduction

In ﬁhe»preceding chapter a study was made of the major areas
of need in child nurture. In this chapter the attempt will be made to
discover the contributions of the New Testament toward meeting those
needs. In surveying the New Testament for passages which are poten-
tially helpful, only those were chosen which seemed to have specific
significance to the problem in hand. The study of the entire New
Testament would be of value, for instance, in establishing a belief
in éomething greater than himself, to give a child a sense of security.
Buﬁ that is not the purpose of this thesis. Therefore, the survey is
limited to the passages wﬁich have a definite contributian to the par-
ticular problem of need in consideration. Accordingly, passages will
be chosen which deal with 1, the need for security, 2. the need for
the right use of money, 3. the need for moral standards, and 4.'the e
need for discipline. ’

B. Contributions of the New Testament in Meeting
the Need for Security

One problem involved in the need for security was found to
be that of finding freedom from danger or risk., It was discovered
that many people try to get this type of security by accumilating
wealth. Two passages in the Gospels deal definitely with this. In a
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portion of the Sermon on the Moun‘t‘., Jesus discussed the difference
between treasures on earth and treasures in heaven. Treasures §n earth
are subject to decay and thefit. Treasures in h’é&ren are safe fron
elther kind of loss., The interest of the person is focused naturally

in the place of his treasure. This interest is an indication of the

focus of his whole character.. “ Jesus described the effect on the.person

as the difference between iight and darlmess entering the bvodyvthr:ough
the eye. VWhen the treasure is in heaven, it is like having the body
full of light., When the treasure is on earth, the body is full of
darkness.. A person cannot devote his whole life to making money and
also devote it all to serving God. - Bubt Jesus, with Hig infinite
understanding, sensed the person's underlying search for security in
hié;eaarneétness to increase his wealth. So he added "Therefore, I tell
ymz.‘,";do'not‘.i be: anxious about your life, what you shali e&’b,i or what you
sha.'LI drink, nor about your body, what you shall put dn."l He hit at
the root of this money madness and told the person who wé;s ﬁrying Lo
build up a material security to look fbr something greater. God knows
that he needs food and clothing. Bubt worrying aboutb. it and trying to
store v.p> somethirig that is,: destructible does not t‘ake care of the situ-
aﬁtion. It is only as a person seeks 'bo kncu God and His rlghtemzsness
that 'hhese thlngs take on & right prcportlon in his 1ir§. waeir day's
problem will be met with quiet confidence in God to lead and guide B
even when there is material loss.?

L ] L] . L J

1. Matthew 6:25a.
2. Cf. Mabthew 6:19-34.




Jesus also gave the parable of the rich man who built larger
barns in which to store his produce and then died before he could enjoy
its benefits.l This is a different picture of the same problem._ The
confidence of this man in his material possessions was so great that
he was completely secure in his own thinking and devoted his life to
confdrt and pleasure. Jesus pointed out the falseness of his seéurity
in not being rich toward God. | ‘

Jesus devoted a great deal of his last discourse before His
death to relieving the disciples of fear. He assured them that He
would not leave them desolate; that He would come to them ea.ltg,"t3~z'.n.‘271 He
rei)e,a’bed, Met not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid."3
He would be with them and give them peace which thé- world could not \
take away. He emphasized that even if they had tribulation they.could
be of good cheer and have peace because He had overcome the world.4-
Paul a;daed a further thougixt to thist

Rejéice' in the Lord always; again I say, Rejoice. ILet all men know
your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about .any-
thing but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiv-
ing, Yet your requests be made known unto God., And the peace of
God, which passeth all understanding, will keep your hearts and your
~ minds in Christ Jesus.?
This. is.a:complete recipe not only for removing fear but also for es-
tablishing a security that is so complete that it is characterized by
an overflowing of joy. His presence is right here = almostl tangi-ﬁle' in

. * * * . L

1. Cf. Iuke 12:313-21.
2. Cf. John 14:18..
3. John 14:27.

Lo Cf. John 16:33.
5. Philipplans 4&4~7.
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‘its nearness. He understands each need and fills it with His peace.
For the child who is afraid of the unlmowm, the thought of this passage
can bring a tremendous security.

In seeking to allay the fears of a child, the words of Jesus
to the Jews wlo had believed in Him showld be considered, "If you con-
tinmue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will kmow the
truth, and the truth will make you free."l The latter part of this
quotation is frequently used out of its context. Truth, in itself,
valuable and necessery as it is, does not bring freedom from fear or
from any other kind of bondage. It is only as the truth is in relation
to the word of God and interpreted in a life of discipleship that it
can',_r,elease a person completely.: Teaching the child the truth sbout.
his enviromment - the things in it which are harmful and that he mast
leain to avoid, the things that are good if they are used rightly -
can ;g;ive him o sense of assurance. Teaching him the truth about his
relation to other people can do the same thing for him. But his real
freedom from feer will come when he understands and interpré‘bs these
truths thi;ough his relation to Christ.

; Far the child who is afrald because of a sense of;f.gu,ilt,; ‘two
‘paésaiges from I John can be interpreted to bring him real relief:
If we-say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in ug. If we confess our sing, He is faithful and just, and will
forgive our sins and clearise us from all unrigh‘becusness.?».; X

The child may be afraifd because the parents have set themselves up as

1. John 8:31-32,
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being perf.‘ect. The child's sense of guil’c may noib” be recognized as such
- even by himself as he tries to make excuses for himself, to:blame others
fbr«/hisd-»aetion, or to minimize its effects. The recognition of wrong
$n himself and open acknowledgment of it is the first step for both par-
ent and child. This is followed by the healing of forgivenesé. Tﬁe
assurance-that God always forgives anyone who repents necessitates the
forgiveneés of each for the other,. |
-Strengthening and establishing the thought of forgivene'é‘s >
in freeing the child from the fear of guilt, is the thought of God's
loves ; ‘ |
Sc we know and beliew;re the love God has for us. God is love, and
he who agbides in love abides in God, and God sbides in him, In this
is love perfected with us that we may have confidence for the day
of judgment, because as he is so are we in this world. There is no
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do
with punishment, and he who fears is not perfected in love.l
As the child comes to understand the love of his parents and the love
~ of God, he loses his fear of them. Then he can come to them with com-
plete assﬁrance of forgiveness when he has done wrong. Then he can .
Know, %00, that he can £ind help in doing the right in the fubure.
Such ..1ovéfmay include pmnishment as the natural consequénce:of} t_hé
vrong. ‘But it excludes fear. of condemmation. A more compiéﬁé dis—
cussion of love will be given in the section on discipl’ine..a
"*Aﬁothei‘-‘piébl‘enl in glving a child a sense of secdrity ‘isi; to
help him Peel that he belongs - in his own family, in his church
family, and among his oun friends. Of most lasting value here is to

1. I John 4:16-13,
2. Post, p.




help him see that he belongs to God. Two pictures of Christ, inter-
ceding forman', if rightly interpi‘é‘bed to the child, can give him an
understanding of the wnien vhich is possible with God and of ifs per—
manence. In Romans, Paul described Christ as interceding at the right
hand of God énd went on to affirm that nothing could separate man from
His love. The scope of his claim took in all of creation.* The second
picture is of Christ praying for the world to be one with the Father
and with Him.2 .

The child can feel that he belongs if he is helped to see
his place in the Christian family. In Acts, the family is seen acting
as a unit. Iydia "... was baptized, with her household . . "3 .and
invited Paul and Silas to stéy in her home during their stay in Philip-
pi. The Philippian Jailer also ". . . was baptized at once, with all

his family. Then he brought the:ﬁ up into his house, and set food before

\u

then;; and he rejoiced with all his household that he believed in God."s .
In Paul's prayer in Ephesians he recognized the family in its relatbioﬁ
to God. "For this reason I bow my kuees before the Father from whom

- every family in heaven and on earth is neamed."> This picture of the _
family unit-as a part of the larger family of the church can be of help
in maklng the child feel that he ‘belongs. ~Jesus described this fam:.]y
relationship in the Sermon on the Mount when He told His followers to

*® & o & 5 @

1. Cf. Romans 8:34-39.

2., Cf., John 17; esp. vs. 21-24.

3. Acts 16315,

4. Acts 16:33=34.

5, Ephesians 3:14-15. (’famlly‘ here may be interpreted also as a larger

group or nation.)




ask, seck.and knock vith the assurance that they would receive, "If
you then, who are evil, know how 't;o Jgive good g:.fts to your chldren,
how much more will your-father who is in heaven g:.ve good things to
those who ask him.#l  The heavenly Father is more loving than the
earthly father. John recorded another statement of Jesus which enlarged
on theﬂ. one in Matthew. "Hitherto you have asked nothing in my name; ask,
and you will receive, that your joy may be full,"? Belonging to this
larger Christian family can not only be a satisfying experience for the
chi}.d but a joyous one. Paul gave the clue to the realization of this
f‘am:.]y inJGhrist. tind above all these put on love, which binds;;vexy-
thing together in pérfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. "3 .Joln
added, "Little children, let us not love in word or speech- but in deed
and tmtﬁ, n4  Thus the family, in the larger family of the church, is
bound toge'f:her in & spirit ofvlove which bécomes a reality in everyday
living., & child, made to feel that he belongs in such a fellowship,
will grow up with the deepest sense of security.

- hnother aspect of this union to which the child mist be made
to feel. he belongs was given by Paul. This was the ldea of the varie’by

oi‘ g::fts xahich are in people. No two are alike. Yet each makes g
contribution to the whole. Each has the responsibility to meke the
“most of his sbility.> Without the value which each one adds to the

* O ¢ & ¢ o

1. Matthew 7:11.

2, John I6:2/.

3. Col.3 ‘11:-15-

4o I John 3:18. 1
5. Cf. Romang 12348, °




group the whole will be lacking in that measure.l Christ Himself ig
the head of the body. When the union is symbolized as a building with
the various parts f£itly framed together, He is the chief cornerstone.? ¥ J
Por a child who 1s jealous or vhp has suffered from unfavorable com-
parison with others it can be a great comfort to know that God has a
special place for hm, that he belongs in the whole framework and that
he is necessary. To help & child to ses his partioular talent, develop
it and be content with it strengthens a feeling of belonging..

“ The: same ‘thought is conveyed by the comparison of the various
gifts of peopie to the: parts of the body, functioning differently in a
unified whole S |

Another way in which the sense of belonging can be made real

to the child is through the righﬁbuse of Sundey. This was insti'l:.{rﬁed
as a dgy of rest and a day of worship. The family can be ﬁoge'bher on
this da,y A8 the time is spent in worshipping together and in resting
and refreshing themselves, there ‘is a wonderful opportunity for them
to feel their oneness and their kinship to the larger family of the
churchs »éne: whole day devcted to recognition of the fact of belonging
to God cannot help but bring a feeling of security to the child., Jesus
", ....went to the synagogue, as his custom was, on the sabbath day."
‘The Key to the feeling of belonging is in the phrase "as his custom
wash. - The regularity of worship &mpha:siéfes‘, week by we\;ek, in the -child's
mind. that he belongs to Gad. When the disciples were hungry, they »
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plucked the ears of gi'ain on the ssbbath and ate them.l When the

sick were broﬁgh’c to Jesus on the sabbath, He hesled them.? He showed
by all his actions: that the observance of the sabbath was for the means
of making a person feel hig nearness to God and to other people. Regu-
Tations which restrained this were regarded as a handicap.> The parents
hav;e the: challgnge te make this the most significant, satisfying and
happy day of the week, bringing to the child, as a result, a feeling

of resl belonging to the family and to God. Of similer value in making
the child feel that he belongs to God is the use of a quiet time., Jesus
worked with crowds of people.4 His strenuocus hours would have givén
hin a £ine excuse to sleep in the merning., But ¥, ., . in the morning,

a great while before day, he rose and went out to a lonely place,--and.
there prayed.t> | In the: confusion and complexity cfkmdern--living, &
child meeds: to have a quiet time. Jesus often, &t any time of the day,
withdrew, The parents should encourage the child in finding times of
quietness. They should help him o learn how to make his privabe -
worship meaningful. When he can talk to Ged alone and feel His nearness,
he will feel that he belongs to Him and car cerry that security with
him ﬂzfough life. One further simple‘custom in the family .can. help
the child.to feel he belongs. That is in having a blessing for the
food at. the table., Jesus gave thanks for the bread and fish in feed=-
ing the mltitude.® At the last supper he gave thanks and blessed

1, Cf, Mark 2:23-28,
2, Cf, Mark 3:1-6.
3., Cf. Mark 2:28.
Le Cf. Mark 1:33.

5. Mark 1:35.

6, Cf. Mark 8:6-7,




the brea.d\and' cup,t When this custom is observed at home, net &s &
meaningless ritual, but as & significant act of worship, the child will
have further assurance that he belongs to the family of God.

Finally, in giving a child a sense of security, the parents
thémsei’\(es mus‘b be trustworthy and they must show him that hé, as well
as ﬁﬁéy, -niust have complete confidence in something outside of and
gréa‘ber.than himself. Parents must be completely sincere in the prac-
tlee of their faith if the child is to have confidence in them, If‘
they go to church or to Sunday School just to be an example to their
ch:ald or in any other way are hypocritical, the child soon senses it
ancijilcses,,}faith not only in the parents but in the values Which,tﬁey
are trying to promote.?  Their faith must also be joyous. .VWhen tﬁet
pwent\,pﬁts on & solemn tone and a pious attitude in spesking of _géli—
gion he is more likely bo antagonize the child than to help kim coms
to a closer understanding of God.3 The story of the Pharisee and the
publicanbrmgs out’ the need for honest self-evaluation, if the parent
impo‘h to be a hypocrite. The Phariéee may have been sincere: buthe
\ had ndfh .reaily locked at himseklf.zfﬂy\:‘??here:‘ ds.a real basis of security
When “bhe c;hildrealﬁizes that ﬁhé parent also is & sinner before God! -
that together they are growing in the Christian 1life - that the rela=-
tionship m Ged of loving forgiveness is fundamental to hls parents as
to: hjmseﬁ.. The parent who keeps reminding his child of all that he

1. Cf. Mark 14:22-23.
2. Of, Hatthew 6:2=1L,
3. Cf, Matthew 6:14=15,
die Cf. I:tuke 18:9'7]1;'.




has done- for him can get a new view of the picture when he reads the
parsble of the unworthy servant. No matter how much the parent feels
he has doge for his child, he can repeat with the servant, "We are
unworthy éex’vant‘s 5 we have:only done whst was our du'b'y,‘”l‘ ‘This atti-
tudswof sincerity, of honest evaluation, of joyousness, of genuine
humility before God may knock the pasrent dovm from a false pedestal
in the eyes of a child. Bub it will give the child greater security
in having the comradeship of some one he loves as he walks along the
voad of life, stumbling, being forgiven, and going on. The parent
who: can,;give resl confidence to the child is the one whose good works
glo‘ﬁfy» it himself, but the Father in heaven. Specific application
of a few words can mseke Jesgus! illustration a significant challenge
to the full Christien living of the parent. ‘

You are the light of the home. A4 city set on a hill cannot be hid.

Hor do men light a lamp and. put it under a bushel, but on a stand,

and it gives light to all in the house., Let your light so shine
before your children that they may see_your good works and give

glory to your Father who is in heaven.*
Confidence in the parents must reach on beyond intc confidence-in-God.
The- complete security of the parent depends on how he hears;~the' word
of God and lives it. He will be
hke & wise man who built his house upon the rock; and the rain
ell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat upon that
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock,

. The New Testament pages are full of illustrations.and state-
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ments of the security which is found in a belief in God which is trans—
lated inte everyday living. Paul expressed his belief in his -»benedié-
tion. "Now to Him, who, by the power &t work within us, is able to do
Par more sbundantly than all that we ask or think, to him be glory in

the church in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever."l

His tremendous confidence was asserted again in his statement to Timo-

thy #, . { for I know vhom I have believed and am sure that he is able
to guard until that dey what has been entrusted to me."®  The parents
who can Iive with that same unswerving confldence in ch mll glve
thez.r child the greaztest security.

J. Contributions of the New Tegtament in Meeting the Need
for the Right Use of Honey

{The first problem to be considered in meebing the need for
the right use of money is to help the child develop the right attitude
toward it. Jesus 'gave consideration to this in the Sermon on the Mount.
»in the passage which was discussed in connection with the need for se-
curity.3 ' The v’alue 'of money is temporary ra:ﬁher than eternal., Money
is eas:z.ly lost or destroyed Its pursulﬁ, as the main obgec‘b of. Iiving

brings anxiety. Jesus put rb in the right perspective. Seeking His

kingdom. and His righteousness is the Important thing in life, not:

money. When God is first, money matters are taken care of without

1. Ephesians 3:20-21,
2, IT Timothy I:12,
3. An‘be, P 350 ’
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’undue.»r,mrry. Each day's problems are met as they come up. When God is
put Pirst in the lives Jof ‘the parents, money is not wasted today and
therefore tomorrow will not need to be a serious concern. Pmlrelabo—v
rated on this idea in his Epistle to Timothy: |

There is a great gain in Godliness with contentment; for we brought
nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world;
but if we have food and clothing, with these we shall be content.
But those who desire to be rich fall into lemptation, into a snare,
into neny senseless and hurtful desires that plunge men into ruin
and destruction. For the Iove of money is the root of all evils; it
is through this craving that some have wandered avay "F‘rom the faith
and pilerced their hearts with many pangs,t J .

Again, Jesus' story of the rich man whe builit larger barns in

which to.store his goods is to the point. His plans for a long 1ife of

pleasure émd comfort were interrupted. Death came before he could ehjoy'

hig wealth. His soul was poor.? By contrast Jesus pointed out that
the. rightness of a man's life is not in the amount of his material pos—
sessions bu.t in his reia’bion to God. Parents, through their own atti-
| tude toward God and their possessions; can help the child to understand
their relative importance, Paul wrote of the contentment he was able
to £ind. in both poverty and abundanc;becmse oi‘ the help which Christ
had, given him,3 The writer of the book of Hebrews likewise affirmed:

thié* -”Keép* your life free from the love of money, amd be content with

whal you ha:sre, for he has sald.'I will never fail you nor forsake you. ‘"4

James challengea Christians to be impartial in their autitude towarct
others. as.far as thelr wealth was concerned. They should not treat the

1. I Timothy 6:6~10..

2, Cf. Iumke 12:15-21,

3.. Cf, Philippians 4310-12.
ko Hebreus 13:5.
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rich man with more honor than the poor man, for:God chooses those who

 are rich in faith rather than rich in money.l  The whole trend of

New Testament thinlking shows money always to be éecondax-y. It is to |
be used to provide for what is necessary butrthe important thing in
life ig,. not to pqss'ess: an abundance of money, but to seek the kingdom
of God and Fis righteousness. Recognition of this fact will result in
o Tight sttitude towerd money.

' iI‘n considering how to help the child understand the source
and amount of income two spproaches may be taken. The specific iricome
of each family is: something that the parents mist discuss with.the child
in the light of their own situation. In New: Tostament times.the. family
income was mich more of a famlly affeir and syecial instruction was not

necessary. The child grew up helping to esrn the income in the shop

~and on the farm. In the more specialized type of modern living the

child can often be completely ignorant: of what his father earns or even
ment contributes two idess wiich are helpful in maling the ehild under=
stand the source of the family income. The first was suggested by Jesus
vhen He compared the heavenly father to the earthly father who gi\;es to
his childien when they ask. God is the provider of good things to His
fanily vhen they ask,? Paul made it more specific in writing to.
Timothy.. ~"od who richly furnishes us with everything to enjoy."3

The wondia_w?ﬁllthings. which God gives us are not only of the spirit. He

1. Of. James 2:1-7.
2. Cf. Matthew: 7:7-12,
3. T Timothy 6:17.
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has also furnished us t-ﬁ.th All .of the beauly of nature. The other idea
about the source of the income is that it is the result of work, - .He:

told the Thessalonians to W, . ., aspire to live quietly, to: mihd your:

owmn affairs, to work with your hands, as we charged youy so. that you

may commend the respect of outsiders, end be dependenf on nobody, "L

He: asserted his own independence that he might be an example for others

 to imitate: "We did not eat anyone's bread without paying, but with

toil and iabci- we worked night and dé.y, that we might not burden any
of you."?  He commanded later: "If anyone will not work, let hin not.
cat."3 This is a healthy understanding for the child to get from his “
perents. Their living comes from the result of their work and- he must
shave in it. | R

| The third problem in the right use of money is to teach the.
child. how .to spend his own money so as to get the greatest: value from
it'.;'{ This ;‘s:rstem of sfpending includes the need to give beyond himself
andghiswem family and the need to save for emergencies and i‘or-the
i\lt;;rer The whole idea of titiling suggests a system of giving and
speﬁd’ing.-., Taxes were a heavy burden in Jesus' day and He recognized
‘the:.need to kpay them, "Then render unto Caesé;r the bthings that are
Caesar's and to God the things that ave God's." He also told Peter
to pay the half-shekel temple tax for the two of them.5 PauT urged
Christians to pay their dues and taxes. "Owe no one anything,‘ except

1. I Theassalonians A:11-12,
2. II Thessalonians 3:8.

3. II Thessalonians 3:10.
L. Tuke 20:25.

5. Compare Matthew 17:27.




to love one another.®™ The only reference to systemstic saving was
made by Paul in Corinthians. "On the first day of every 'week', each of
you is to put something aside and save as hebmvay prosper, sé that .con=
'bributions need not be nade when IL come."?  Thig money was not for
them in emergencies or to take care of them later in life bulb to have
a. c_ontribﬁtion ready to send to Jerusalem to -those who were in need.
The two extremes of saving are given in an experience of Jesus and in
one .of His best known parables. In the story of the rich young ruler
is Ep:‘u::i:u:r:ed the sadness of one who has devoted all of his 1ife to the
sccumIation of wealth and yet was not satisfied. He wanted more but
foﬁnd that his wealth had too great a hold on him to be able to break
away and find the nobler treasures of the spiritual life.3 The oppo-
site.extreme is pictured in the story of the prodigal son. Thaugh this
parable-was told to sghow the f‘orgivenéss and love of the féther, it also
show the i-esxﬂ_ts of reckless spending on the part of the son. Yet his
very destitution in the end made it easier for him to turn in rvepentance.4
The rvesult of complete é@lfishness such as that of the r:‘l.ch:young;ruler
is ;‘shomnA in the: parable of the rich man and Lagzarus. It is a temﬁoral
pleasure which finds no fulfillment nor reward in the 1life hereafter.d

.. .The story of the widow's m:ite» is one of the most significant
of Jesus’ statements. about money; It shows His approval of generous
giving. Todsy, when people in poverty all over the world are extending v

1. Romans 13:8.

2. I Corinthians 16:2.
3. Cf. Mark 10:17-22.

k. Cf. Tuke 15:11-32.

5. Cf. Tuke 16:19-31,
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their hands to ask for gifts, this story of a poor widow quietly, will=-
ingly giving her whole living stands out like a beacon, Even with the
wealth of this nation, people everywﬁere are looking for all they can
get, This poor widow gave. If parents can teach their children the
signifigancekofwgiving as she gave, the fubure of thg world will take |
on arbrighter prospect. It was not the amount of‘the gift itself but
itg‘gmount in proportion to her living. Her attitude made the difw-
farence.l In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus described the way giving
should be dohe; secretly, to be seen of God, not to be seen of men.Z.
Paul commended proporticnaﬁe, joyous; free~will giving,3 Heipqinted
out also that generous giving by a cheerful giver brings geﬁerous
returns to the giver, recognizing that God has given us all things,
the‘greateét of which is His inexpressible gift of Jesusthrist¢4‘
Honesty in giving is brought out by the story of Ananias and Sapphire.
Giving to help: the pﬁor is made synonomous to helping~Christ;6' Giving
and sharing conditisn the right spending.of money. When the parent'cén
help the child to reach out cheerfully to others with his money he has
taken the biggestksﬁep in meeting the need for the right use of it.

; ’ Cooperation in planning; eaining,.and spending was the last
sigpificént problem in»helping‘the child learn the right use of money.
Four of Jesus' parables bring out the idea of stewardship, working
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with God to carry on His work. The unforgiving servant, when he had
been forgiven sovmuch; refused to forgive his fellow servants.l Jesus
expects the family %b have an attitude of forgiveness as they work and
plan with their money to serve Hipmp. The unfalthful steward, when the
master was gone, abused his trust.?  Jesus expects each one of the
fanily to be faithful in his responsibilities. The parable of the
talents shous each servant with different responsibilities.doing his
best,rexcept for the one who refused to cooperate.3 Even the unright-
eous steward who reduced the debts of his master to save himself was
commended for his prudence. Jesus drew out from this the necessity
for faithfulness in the small things as well as the great.t Forgive- |
ness, falthfulness in the little things as well as the great, and the
acceptance of responsibility according to each one's aﬁiliﬁy charécter—
ize: the experience of working together in the family to cérry out the
work which God has entrusted}tb'them.

D. Contributions of the New Testament in Meeting
the Need for Moral Standards

The main problem in meeting the need for moral standards was

seen to be that of educatién in sex. The child sust be taught the
physiological facts of sex and he must be given -the right attitudes.
There is nothing in the New Testament about teaching the facts of the
growth of life, However, the constant emphasis on the need for the
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1. Gf, Mabtthew 18:23-35.
2. Cf. ILuke 12:41-48.
3. Cf. Matthew 25:14-30.
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truth could be applied to this aspect of the problem. Furthermore, in
the New:‘l'estamen*b times there were few inhibitions with respect to
such truths in the thinking of the people. Children grew up in a
wholesome,; natural i'ela'bionship in the family where such facts were
taught as ;part of the ordinayy course of events.l

Y The New Testament has quite definite teaching, on the other |
hand,-abqut the importance of having the right attitudes tovrard sex
and the marriage relationship of husband and wife. The standards which
are sel for marriasge are high. It is a sacred relationship, "Leb
marriage be held in honor among a11,"2 said the writer of the book of
Hebrews, .Paul:placed Christian ma.rriage on an even higher plane:

For this is the will of God, your consecration; that you abstain

from immorality; that each one of you know how to take a wife for

himself in consecratlion and honor, not in the passion and lust like

‘heathen who do not lmow God.3 \ :

: | In marriage the lnxéband and wife are united to become. one
. flesh. Since the body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, the Christian
'is under the highest ecompulsion to keep the union of the body pure. It
is:giﬁehté more positive challenge in the thought that man must glorify
God .in the body. 4 Ezch, the husband end the wife, has rights avér the
body of the other.? This relationship lasts as long as they a‘.:ceﬁ,both
alive.® Jesus refered to the fact that marriage was established by
.God from £he beginning. It is stronger than the relation between child
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apdrparenttl With this daScriétion of marrisge as the basis of their
thinking, the parenﬁé‘must seek to makexitkaifact in their lives.

The Christian is not, however, given a lofty conception of
mgrriage and thep left withcut helptin making thefidea;Aa realiﬁyw
Jesuslgameephe goal =s perfectiont: "You, therefq:é, mast be‘pexfecﬁ;
as your heavenly father isperfe'c'b,ﬂ2 Paul showed the way o work
toward that gosl. It is the method in all nman relationships and
thergfgre of th¢~greatgst impqrtance in the,clqsest relationshipg-
the‘way'of loﬁe;3 ?And abﬂvezal; these put on love, which binds every-
thing together in perfect harmony.m  Since love will be discussed
msre%fnll§ in connegtion with diseipline, fp:thgr“interp?@taiion,here
will:be‘omitte&.5 In hiszEpistles; Paul often referred to immorality
in contrast to the life of thg?Chrisﬁian.» In Galatisns the desires
ofrtheiflésh were contrasted with the desires of the Spirit.w’"Buﬁ‘the
fruit of theespirit”isllove, joy, peace, pabtience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-conﬁrol;“é This contrast was carried
on further in Ephgsians,-ﬁhere Paul showed three ways in which right
' living may be working toward these high moral standards — by walking
in love; by walking in the light, and by walking wisely. These:ggneral
principles were specifically applied to husbands and wives when he

adnonished them to love one another and to : "Be subject to one another
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1. Cf. Matthew 19:3-9.
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out of reverence i‘or Ghrn.st nl Marrlage is & serious tmdertaking. It
musi: not be entered 1nt0 llghtly becsmse :L'bs permanence lasts for & hfe-—
time.. Jesus gave adultery as the on_ly cause for wh:.ch a marriage mey be»
broken.? He made it plain that Moses allowed divorce only because of
the hardness of man's heart.?-. Godls-standard -is mich higher. Even to
look on & woman iustfully is to commit adul’cery.é- Pau.l concluded that
an immoral person had no right to be in the church.> |
Yot with this stern judgment on immorality comes the tenderness:

of Jesus* forgiveness. Jesus defended the woman taken in adultery from |
the scribes andkPha;ﬁ.see‘s; -Wher her accusers had left her He said to-
I}“er,v ”Neither‘ do I condemn youj go, and do not sin a.ga.in.f’é Enother such
women ennointed the feet of Jesus vﬁ.thkpre‘cious ointment and wiped them
with her haﬁ.r.. J esus commended the. greatness of her loves "Therefore:
I tell you, he:; sins Which are many, are i‘orp'lven, for she. loved much. "7

Fingﬂ.ly,,A the reason for the high standards in marrisge is
shown in symbolism. Its significance is mach deeper than the human
relationship which was instibuted by God at creation. Paul called it
a great mstezy, 'The husband is in the same relation to the wife as
Chi'isrb is to the church. The wife must be subject to the husband' as
the church is subject to Christ. The husband must love fbhe wifg as
Christ has loved the church: "For this reason, a man shall leave his
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fa?bher and vmothe;p a;zd be joined 'bo his wife, and the two shall become
‘or;e..f’;l The completion of this union of Christ and the church is seen
in the marriage” celebration at ’c.he closing of the book of E‘evela‘bionr

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like
the sound of many waters and like the sound of m:v.gh'by thunderpeals

erying,
‘Hallelmah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.
Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory,
For the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and his Bride has made herself ready;
it was granted her to be clothed with f_‘* ne l.men,

' bright and pure! - ‘

- for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints 2
Children can get this conception of the marrisge relationship only as
they see *bheir parents 'b:c'ylng to live it.

- The second problem in connection with the need for moral
standards is to give the child a sense of honesty. Truth was one of
the basiq principles of the fbeaching of 'Jesus.i There was no place in
hig thinking for a half-truth or a social ylie. Jesus mlcompromisingly
declared that a lie was according to the nature of the devil for "he
is a liar and the fafher of lies."3 Iying is a characteristic of the
qld nature which is put away with the accep‘b’ance‘» of (}hrist.,lv_ Iying
is more than stating a fact which is not true. It goes deeper into
the life of a person and is an inconsistency between what the person
is and what he thinks he is : "He who says 'T know him' but disobeys:
his commandments is & liar, ahdkthe truth is not in him, "5  Further,
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John says: "If anyone says 'I love God', and hates his brother, he is
a liar"l  Care mist be taken even in one!s relation to- Christs "If
e .Say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie
and do not live according to the truth,"? Jesus condemned deceit in
any form. However, the positive side of the picture has greater signi-
f;gance. _The’nSW{n&$urefwhich is put on in’Ghristibringsrwith it a
desire for the truth. Jésus, knowing the weskness of the: disciples,
Imowing that Peter would deny Him, in His last hour with them promised
them helps "When the Spirit of truth comes, he will gulde you into all
the truth."? s the source of lies is from the devil, so the source
of truth is from Christ. THe Holy Spirit helps~the~6hristién to knew -
Christ. "Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ."™ Tt is when the
person comes to know the truth in relation to,Qhrist th&tlhe can begiﬁ
to grow.. If the parent can help the child to get this conception of
the truth - that it is of the very nature of Christ, the child will .
learn té discern for himself how to apply it in his speech and acti;ﬁé.
The desire to)be like Christ and the desire to have a life that is open
and free of deceit go hand in hand. Furthermore, knowing the truth in
itsurelatiqn to Christ in itself is an advantages "If you conﬁinue in
my word, you ave truly my disciples, and you will know the trutﬁ and
the truth will make you free."> Freedom is to be gained by learning
the truth in Christ. This is a condition much to be desired in the
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world today. With all the other formulae which are set forth for find-
ing it, there is always something lacking. Here is the fullness of the
idea, put so simply that a pavent can make it applicable in the home to
the life of a little child, But truth in itself is not enough.“ It ;;
reaches its highest form when it 1s combined with love. Paul gives
this clue to the life of the growing Christian. If the child, as well
as the adult, is to grow ". . . to mature manhood, to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ,"l he does so by ". . . speak-
ing the truth in love."® This combination of love and truth can be
the key not only to a high standard of morality but also to many of
the other problems of life.
E, Contributions of thé New Testament in Meeting
the Need for Discipline

. The first necessity for good diseipline is for the parents to
look at themselves. Their methods for punishment must be examined. Arg
the punishments an expression of the parént's irritability or ave they
calculated to %each the child a lesson he needs? Their aims in the |
regulations they make for the child must be evaiuated. Are the "dos!
and "dontis® ﬁhich they place on the chiid for their own comfort>and
convénieﬁce'or for the growth and best development of the child? The
New Testament contributes several challenging thoughts which ﬁafents
may use in self-oxamination. Paul wrote to Tinothy of the standard of
disecipline which was expected ip a Christian household. The same in-

. . - LJ L] *

1. Ephesians 4:13.
2. Ephesians 4:15.
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Junction was given to bishop and deacon alike: "He must manage his own
household well, keeping his children submissive and respectful in every
way . 1

‘ In setting up: the regulations for the family, Jesus' teaching
on *bhe lawin the Sermon on the Mount again appiiesv to parents. He was |
not spgaking spec:;xfically to parents but the truth holds. He did nét“
come to set aside the law but to fulfill the principles of the Iaw.
The Phazt_'isees had made: their rightecusness a mere observance of petty
rules and regulations. So the parents in the home must evaluate the
rules which they set up for the child to obey. If they are simpls,
based on principles of right and wrong, they will be a ’saf.‘eguard for
the child, If they axre a complex axrray of negatives they will bring
c;onstant frustration.?

Paul, with his great understanding of humen nature, in telling
the child to vobey:t; qualified the command by adding "in the Lord".2 The
child wa:s not constrained to obey vhen the order was not right in the:
eyes of God. ; The correlary for the: I-m.rent was also included: "Fathers,
do not provoke your children to anger. "4 Punishing in the heat of
anger; constantly ix;‘bempting the child's pley with needless commends,
jugtifigbly annoy the child and build up a spirit of resentment. When
the child shows resentment it is time for the parent to look at himself
for the cause..

« & & 5 0 e

1., I Timothy 33:4. Cf. I Timothy 3:l2.

2. Cf, Mabthew 5:17-20, ’

3. Bphesians 631, Cf, Colossians 3:20~21.
L. Ephesians 64,




N Another attitude of parents which bears examination is that
of Their basic relstionship to the child. The child is often conszderedr
as the possession of the parents, to: be made to obey or té be indulged
as suits the parents' whim, Jesus does not take this position. He
sayss |
You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call
you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing;
but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my
father I'hame made known to you.l
When the parents take the attitude that the child who keeps the com=
mandments of Jesus is the friend of Jesus as much as the parent‘ﬁho
keeps His commandments is His friend, there is established a oneness
of purpose and fellowship which is»the greatest asset in true discipline.
With this thought of friendship with Jesus if we keep His commendments,
goes the one that Paul gave to Timothys "All scripture is inspired by
God and profitable for teachipg, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, . o "2 The parent and child must know the
Seripture as a guide to keeping the commandments of Jesus. With this
yardstick to measure conduct and attitudes comes the need for forgive-
ness when the child or thefparent dOQanct‘meet the full standard.
Paul put it thuss ", . . be kind to one another, tenderhearted, fore
giving one another, as God in Christ forgave you."?  Also, . . . God,
wh§ is rich inrmercy, out-qf the great love with which he 1oved us,
even when we were dead through agr‘t:esPasses, made us alive together

1, John 1531/-15.
2. IT Timothy 3:16.
3. Epheslans 4:32.
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‘ mth Chrisi: . '"l, Jesus gave the 'perfect example of ‘ forgivene_ss, and
lmre of the: parent: for thei« child in"bhe story of the prodigal son.? .
Lave is the key to fgi'giveness. Love is the perfect &nswer 'bo digcip-
lines "For the love of Christ controls us . ."3  When the parent is
cox;i_iroll’ed by this lovey he reaches out to the child to guide him with
Iove also.- ; _

; The New Testament also makes contributions to the problem of
discipline as it applies to the child. Obedience is the standard which
is se'b.: Jesus told the parable of the man who had: two sons whom he
égnt‘ to work’ in his vineyard. The ’san who: worked was the one who was:
commended even though at first he refused while his brother agreed.# |
Paul placed the same requirements on the child. Twice he specifically
told the child to obey his parentsﬁ He put restrictions on the: par-
entis also, but the: main emphasisr was on obedience. Obedience should
became so mich & part of his nature that it will be carried on even in
the absence of the one who gave the; command.© Jesu_s.. is given as the:
exanple of perfect obedience in Hebrews:tz“ﬁlﬁthough he was @ Son, he
.'IEea:mg& obedience through what he sﬁffered; and: being made perfect he
became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, . .7
Further on in the same book, it was made plain that-learning obedlence
was not always an easy process. God used diseipline for a purpose in

1. Ephesians 2t4-5.

2. Cf, Iwmke 15:11-32,

3.- IT Corinthians 5:14.

4o Cf. Mabthew 21328-32,

5. Cf. Ephesians 6:l; Colossians 3:20.
6. Cf. Philippiang 2:12-13.

7. Hebrews 5:8-9a. '
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a person"sxklife tha;b’ it may result for his owm good and help him to
share in God's holiness..’ ’The parent should diseipline for the séme
purposet. ’fFor the mpmen‘h_ifall discipline seems painful rather than pleas-
ant; later it ylelds the peaceful f.‘n).i‘!:" of righteousness to those who
have been trained by it."l  Jesus in his last discourse brouéht out
the same need for disciplinée, which is diffieult, bul which is for the
purpose of greater fruiltfulness: "Every braniéh of mine that bears no
frult, he 'tﬁekés‘ away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes,
that it may bear more fruit."< Here again Peul's words apply: "The
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, péacet«‘, pé:hiencee, kindness, goodness,
fa.ithﬂxhess;. ~gentleness, self-control; against such there is no ITaw. 3
Pa.ul declared the outcomé of this digeipline which bears fruit as the
‘ chiId’i‘majhixfes » to be like a race. Discipline from the parents develops
into con'ﬁrol, from within. The child learns to use this self-control
to train himself 'f:qz- attaining his goal.4 The author of Hebrews added:
the need for pezjseveranqerﬁ Paul naméd %he goal of _this long, arducus
kproces's ¢ T press on toward: the goal for ‘ghé prize o:E‘ the upweard call
of God in Christ Jesus."® Thus discipline in the home begins with
theyup&e:s;baniding and forgiveness of the parent and leads the child
through obedience to self-control in the life yielded to Christ.

* ® ¢« v o @

1. Hebrews 12:l1l.

2. John 1582

3. Galatiang 532223,

L. Cf. I Corinthians 9:2i-27,
5. Cf. Hebrews 1231,

6. Philippians 3:14.
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Tn this chapter the books of the New Testament were surveyed
to:discover theVpassageg which are helpful in meeting 1. the need for
security, 2. the ‘ne‘e:d for the right use of money, 3. the need for moral
standards, and 4;;the5ﬁeed‘for discipline. In meeting the need for
security a number of outstanding NeﬂrTestament passages were found' to
have a bearing on the problem: JeSqusaidva pergon mst store up
treasureskin heaven which cannot be destroyed rather than accumlating
material possessions. In considering help for the fears of a child,
Jesus sald that knouing'the truth as it comes from His word can bring
real freedom. He assured them of the nearness of Hig presence. For
the child,ﬁho is afraidrbecause of a senge of guilt, Jesus promised ’
forgiveness. Lave:casts out fear and love helps the child to feel that.
he belongs both to his own family and to the larger family of the
church., His abilities are needed in God's work. The right use of
Sunday was found to be of help in meking the: child feel that he belongs,.
The: parents must be trustworthy guides in leading the child to confi-
dence in something higher than themselves ~ a faith in God.k

In dealing with the need for the right use of money, the
followiﬁg teachings;were seen to be approprigtes Contentment with what.
a person has‘without anxiety for the future is an essential Christian
quality, Love of money can lead to only evil. Seeking the kingdom of
God and Hisrrighteousness is the important thing in life. The child
mist learn that everything comes from God and yet that he must work to

take care of his share in living. Giving generocusly and cheerfully
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has no small place in the Christian life. The idea . of stewardship is
of grealt importance in the use of money.

In establishing moral standards, the New Testament presents
the following truths: The marriage relationship was instituted by God
as. a: symbol of the union of Christ and the church. Love was showm to
be‘ essg.x;tial i:; carry:mg on 'bhis relationship.. Iﬁmorality and lust
were severely censured, yet God's forgiveness was shown to be available
to those who repent. The need for standards in regard to truth was n’i‘eﬁ-
by showing the origin and: evil effects of dsceif; Freedom comes from
undérsta.pdigg j;he truth in re_la.tiqn to Christ. The mature Christian
is characterized as one who speaks the tmth in love.

_ - In meeting the need f.‘qr discipline s the following suggestions
.fmm the'v ﬂe;-; Testament‘vwere found Islelpfulz‘ First, fbhg parents mu.}stb‘ look
at themselves, They mist teach their children the principles of right
living rether than hedging them in with petty regulations. They mast
not: svbi_.r: :gps»resentment in the child. They mist gstablish a feeling of
oneness in purpose and fellowship with the child. The Seripture mst
be used as a standérd. The parent must be forgiving. Lévga_. is_}’c.he: key
to forgiveness. . Love is tﬁg kéy to making the child willing to obey
Obedience ié‘ essential. This finally develops into _sself‘-contrél on the
part of the child. Hi‘s own desiré to serve God will lead him to discip-

line himself toward this goal.
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CHAPTER IIT
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE APPLICATION OF THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF THE NEW TESTAMENT TO THE PRE-ADOLESCENT CHILD

A. Imtroduction

The major areas of need in child nurture have been surveyed
and specific problems connected with each need have been considered.
In the’light of these, é study of the New Testament has been made to
discover the contributions which it may make for meeting these problems.
The passages foupd to apply have been studied in relation to the family.
It now remains to suggest some practical ways in which these New Testa=
ment’coptributions can be made applicable: to the: training of the pre-

adolescent child in the home.
B. Suggestions for Gaining Security

,,Inkthe preceding invesﬁigation of Néeresﬁamenﬁ;teanhings
regarding security Jesus’ emphasis wag found to be that of seeking
treasure in heaven rather than on earth. Man must not be anxiocus about:
hiS'lifé; neither mugt he place: his confidence'inkmaterial possessions
as did the rich man who built larger barns and then died. Seeking the
kingdém of God and His rightecusness is what is important. \

The attitude of the parents is of prime importance in the
formation of the conceptions of the child in this srea. These attitudes
are revealed to the‘child in a thousand different ways. It is very

necesseary, therefore, that first of all, the parents evaluste their
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owm source of security. Unless they are sure themselves, they cannot
expect the child to be sure. Their actions speak to the child more
clearly than their words and theories.. The father who neglects church
for an important business appointment is telling his child that money
is more: i.mportan‘b than God and more to be dépended on. The mother who
is too tired on Sundsy for church but who always attends her bridge A
club to maintain her social position is telling her child the same thing.
Careful checking of each action for its effect on the child would be
f}utile‘. vI‘b is only when the parents sinderely believe that 'bheir sacu-
rity ié not in meterial wealth but in God that they can be sure that
ell the ﬁttle tell-tale actions and chance remarks are teaching the
child where they place their trust. ‘ |
| Regardihg froedénm from fear tﬁe New Testament was seen to

teach the importance of knowing the truth as it is in Christ if = per-
son is to be free. In the Last Discourse Jesus allays the fears of His
disciples by explaining in advance what would heppen and by assuring
them of His presence with them fhhrough the coming of the Holy Spirit.
- Passages in T John showed’ the_ need{for confession and forgivenQSS,‘in
be:mg free from fear that comes from guilt. Perfect love also overcomes
fear. ;

The first thing that is of help to the child in giving him
freedom from fear is to know the truth. The parents can help the child
by preparing him in advance for new- exper-ienées. Teaking time to explain

just what will be likely to happen, what will be pleasant and vhat will

be unpleasant will give him an anticipation of the event which will

usually bring forth many questions. These must be answered with the
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truth, even if the truth is just that the parents themselves do not
know; Helping the child_tb know what behavior is expected of him will
also give him confidence. Often when an experience, such as a visit to
the_dentist, is planned the child can be glven a specificAway of acting
when there is something unpleasant. He may practice,w;pking at his
mother every time it hurts. Or he may clench his fists tightly éhd
nqt'make any sound to show how brave he is. fhe truth in itselfé how-
ever, is not enough. It must be known in relation to Christ,‘ Mgn& ways
can be used to help the child realizs<the nearness of Jesus., A child
nearly alwsys has an imagination which can maske the unseen a vivid
realitx. Sitting in anark room in quietness for a moment or two will
help the child understand that Jesus can also be with him even when He
cannqt be seen or heard. Care must be taken to interpreﬁ Jesus as some-
one gho ;oves him and encourages him to do what is right rather than as
someone who is watching %o condemn- Paults thought of rejoicing because
the Lord is right here can mske a big difference to the child. The pare
ents must fee; resl joy in their association with God if the child is

to learn ﬁo.ﬁe happy in His:presencgg ’ ‘

’ Forgiveness and love go hand in hand in hélping the child to
overcqms ths féar vhich comes from the feeling of guilt, One of the ‘
best ways to help a child to confess that he has done wrong and to ask
for forgiveness is for the parent to make a habit of doing it. No
parent ig free from guilt in rudeness to the child or to others, in
impatience; forgetfulness, carelessness, selfishness, and in cquntless
" other ways. It is good for his owm soul as well as helpful to the

child if he acknowledges his wrong and asks forgivéneSSfboth of the
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person he has wronged and of God.. Sincere effort must be shown in
trying to overcome his wrong and make amends. The child can learn that
God m.ll forg’:tve any sin, no matter ’how grearb if the child will trul;y
repent. The parent must always: show tha:b. he loves the child even when
‘he has done wrong. The c¢hild must never in any way be germitted to féel
that léve of his parents or of God can be affected by what he does.

v New Testament teachings may be summarized as contributing the
following thoughts to the need for the child to feel that he belongs:
Jesus interceded for the world to be one with Him., Panl said nothing
cen separate man from His love, Lydis: and the Philippian jailer were
baptized with their households. Jesus described the heavenly father
as more willing to give to His children than any earthly father. Paul
said love mist be the binding force. |

‘ " One of the best ways of making these New Testament ;tmths
spplicable to the child so that he feels hg belongs is by giving him
a. share in the care of the home and famlly. When the child is only two
or three years old he wants to help his mother with the: diéhes or the
cleaning. ©She mey feel that this is a nuisance and that she can take
care of the work better and faster if the child is out from underfoot.
In sending him away, she not only loses his help which, with a little
patience in training, cen become a real contribution, but she loses
the opportunity of giving him a fee]ing that he is an important part
of the home, that he belongs. Ea;qh successive year can bring new and
different responsibilities in the home. These should not be the tasks
which the mother finds disagreeable but should include those which are

pleagsant also. Often the child can be given a choice of the tasks which
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it will be his duty to do. Sharing in the work is rewvarded by sharing
in the good times. The child gets the greatest sense’of being a part
of things when he can help in planniﬁg the good times. When he is small
he may be given the decision of whether to have pickles‘or olives oﬁ a
picnic. Later on he can plan the entire menu or do thé~marketiﬁglbr
even build the picnic fire -when he is taught to do so safely. Having
friends his own~age,in¢luded in his‘family group helps to build up ‘the
feeling of oneness. Being allowed to share in the good times of his
friendsf families also helps. Theée same principles ﬁayﬁbe §éffied
over into the church family., Many weys can be found to help the child
feel he has a part in the church because he belongs there. Bringing
flowers to the church in the summer, evergreens and winter bouQueﬁé to
meke his Sunda& School room more attractive, picking up bulletins in
the pews.after the service, straightening hymnals in the rack, closing
windows, going down on Saturday afternoon for an hour to help rake:’
leaves in the autumn or shovel snow after a heavy fallriﬁ”théﬁﬁiiéé?,
any or all of these can play their part in developing this sense of ]
belongingv The alert paféﬁt can find nnmberless ways in whichhparent
and child can both be of service and then share joyously in the:résults
of their efforts. The’happiness and the lové which are engendered
from these tasks make the child feel that this is truly his houe snd
he is a vital part of it.

Two illustrations used by Paul were found to bé useful iﬁ
showing how people with various gifts are necessary for the proper
funectioning of the church: the body with'its different members and the

building £itly fremed together.
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_ The child must be made to feel that hehgan make a real cone-
tributiog_that is peculiarly‘his own to the family or the churgh. Con-
stant care must be takén by the parents to avoid making comparisons.
Special’talgntg in art or music, physical attractiveness, or intelli-
gence are just a few;of God's gifts. There are many others. Wheﬁ the
child is very small he can learn the high value in the work of God of
such qualities as friendliness and thoughtfulness. Such simple acts
as bringing the newspaper to his daddy may be suggested. Or he may
open “a Joor for gApersonnto pass fhﬁough.‘ The child can be taught %o
answer the telephone coﬁrteously or to greet guests a2t the door and
invite them to come in. He can help to cave for their wraps. A Kind
word and friendly smile shogld bring quiet comméndation from the parent.
Thewsignificance of éll these‘little acts may go unnoticed by either
child or parent unless the paient is alert to draw the child's attention
to the fact that by such 1little acts of friendship he is doing his paxrt
for Jesus in making people happy. |

7 ; With respect to sabbath keeping, Jesus' own example, as well
asVHis teachings, were seen to>be significant. He attended the synagogue
regﬁlarly’on the sabbath day. He took care of ﬁhe necessities of living
and rendefed service tQ others when they came to Him. He showed that
the sabbgth{was a day to feel the nearness of God rather than a day
merely for observance of regulations . Jesus made use of quiet times
for prayer during the week also. ;

‘ Sundey can be the golden opportunity for the parents in
making the child feel secure. Instead of filling the day with petty

regulations or in wasting it without concern for any, only the two
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prineciples which are given in the New: Testament should be kept in mind.
It is a day of worship first. It is also a day of rest, though acts
of necessity and of service to others also have a. place.. Everything
should have an atmosphere of joy about it. Preparation can be made the
‘day before: so that even the meals cen be attractivefwith a minimm of
work. The serving on Sunday caﬁ be shared by the entire family. Wor-
ship is done by the entire family, both in church and in the home. Each
one may find time for his own forfn of relaxation. A spirit of family
unity can be maintained‘even vwhen each one is doing something different.
Thevvery nicest toys may be set aside during the week to have for use
on Sunday. ~ Part of the time should be spent for fellowship with the
entire family together. Such activitles as singing, reading éloud,
popping corn, playing games, toasting marshmallows or apples in the
fireplace, going for walks or pienics, enjoying the snow in winter, and
many others can be enjoyed by the family as a whole even withra wide
range in age. Naturally femily worship is a part of every day in the
week, but,‘on Sunday as a special event, it may be planned by the children,
perhape taking turns each Sunday. The spirit of fellowship and of
nearness to God throughout the day makes it significant in drawing the
members of the family closer together and helping them all to feel that
+they belong to God and are secure in His love.

Prayers to be really meaningful to the child should be spon-
Vtanééus; In teaching him to have quiet times with God he mist be able
to talk naturally to Him, telling Him of his desires and problems. By
the time the child is in second grade he can begiﬁ reading a few simple

verses from the Psalms and the Gospels. He should have a Bible with
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iarge:-, clear print to meke this easier. His membry verses from Church

Schooi can be printed on a card for him to read each day. When he is

too small to Yead for himself the mother or father can read Bible stories

and help him in his quiet time until he is able to carry on by himself..
A definite regular time, proI;ably at bedtime, should be set aside for

| this. The events of the day can be talked over; forgiveness asked for

wrong done; and joy expressed for the happy experiences of the day..

A1 of these simple daily acts shared with the child in an
atmosphere of love where truth is made a /x*eality in each word and action
can build up in the child a strong confidence: in his parents and in God.
He will know that he belongs, that he is secure in a relationship whic/h
~ includes his own family and is greater than his family. The parents
can be positive in whom they believe. Yet they can help the child to
see that they are all learning how to understand .their faith more fully

and how to grow in the daily living of their faith.
C. Suggestions for Teaching the Right Use: of Money

As was found in the previous chapter of this thesis the New

Testament gave definite teaching on the right use of money: Jesus
taught that money has only temporary value. The important thing in
Life isr to seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness. ‘The craving
for money leads to evil. Several of the New Testament books ’men'bioned
the need for contentment with what & person has. All material as well
as spiritual things come from God. Yet a Christian must work for his
share of living. The New Testament emphasizes the need for sharing and

giving.
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The parent must begin early in the life of the child to apply
theée teachings; With each penny o:‘dime that a child is given when he
is small, he learns the meaning and value of monéy. The parent who
gives the child money to buy gum or candy is not just giving the child
a 1little treat. He 1s tesching the child that money is to give him
pleasure. CGreater care, therefore, should be used in the early years
to give the child experiences vhich will help him Tearn the right atti-
tude towmrd money. When the child is small the only money which he
should(have to -handle is that which he puts into the offering at Church
School. Thus, early in life, he 1s having implanted in his mind that
money is for the serﬁice~of God.. UWhen he is four or five years old
éndiaccompanies his mother or father on shopping trips, he should be
permitted’to pay the clerk for the groceriesVor for his-new shoes,
After the child is old enough to understand the value of the different
coins he should begin to have his own share in plamning Wifh the family
for the use pf their income and he should begin to ha&é his own share:
of the income in the form of a weekly allowance. He can then begin to
take certain responsibilitieSiin the home‘with théfdefiniﬁe understanding
that the family income has to be earned if it is to be enjoyed. |

As soon as the child learhs the meaning of the differentﬂ
denominatbions of money and has his own allowance he éan begin fo learn
fo budget it so that he can get the greatest value from it., When he is
gmall three little boxes or banks will serve the purpose for this. One
could have a small picture of a church pasted on it. Another could
haye the pieture of a piggy bank or some other thing suggestive of

saving. The last could have pictures of toys, clothes, books, or things




Ty

which the child wants for him;elf. If the child has only a nickel a
week he can be given his allowance in pennies so that he can put one
into his giving box, one into his saving box, and the balance into
h_is spending box. The money which he puts into his giving box should
be: used for special offerings in the Church School. Such proportionate
giving of his small income is of course not enough for his regular
Church School offering. If the parents give him a larger amount to
put in regularly he will learn more fully the importance of God in
relation to money. He can be made to feel that this is his offering

k by putting it in his own envelopes each Sunday. His savings money can

- be-used, when it has accumulated, to put into his own savings acoount
't the bank. He showld put it in himself and watch it grow year by
year. His spending money, when he is small, should be a way of tea;chi;xg
' him values.,. As soon as he is old enough fto keep & record he should do
so. Then, periodically, he should be helped to evaluate what he has
used it for. To let a child have his aliowanc_e to do with. as he pleases
wifbh no check on how it is spent, merely teaches him that money is for
his own gratification. He must make his own decisions in spending his
own money but if he is %o grow from this experience the parent must help
him to‘learn to evaluate for himself - learning the value of saving to
get something more worthwhile rather than spendingkit all for little
frivolities. This can become a fsétisf‘ying experience for him, As he,
becdmes older he can hawve his own record Eook rather than separate boxes
for his money. He can share more of the responsibility of earning the
money and he can have & 1arger_part in deciding how it will be used.

Also a larger part' can be entrusted to him to handle. Perhaps he can
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include in his owmn budgetvan amount for school supplies or an amount'
for part of his clothing or qther expenses which he may have.

When the family gathers to check their accounts and plan for
comingAexpenditures,»prayer shogld always begin the conference. This '
mist pot be»just a formality, but a real recognition of the résponsibi—
tieg of stewardship for God. By being faithful to each other and to
God, in these responsibilities, by sharing, evaluating, loarning, and
acgepting new responsibilities, each accordiﬁg to his ability, the

child ean learm the right use of money.
D, Suggeétions for Teaching Morsgl Standards

~ The New Testement emphaéis in regard to moral standards was

seen to center in the sacredness‘of thé'marriage relationship. It was
instituted by God and supercedes all other luman relationships. TImmoradi--
ity is condemned severely thdugh Jesus forgave it when the sinner showed
‘repentance. Marriage is a sjmboi‘of the union of Christ and the church.
Love is necessary in making tﬁis ideal a reality. Truth is an essential
asr a New Testament standard. . ’

~ One aspect of féaching a child morsl standards is to see that
his ideas of sex are,foﬁﬁé;a on the truth. When the child is very small,
questiqns about his oﬁﬁ body and the functions of its various parts are
the usual procedure of growth. These queétions should be answered
truthfully,‘naturally, and adequately enough t6 satisfy his curiosity.
If questions are not asked at an age when the child should be informed
about birth and séx, advantage should be taken of natural opportunities

to stimulate the desire for information so that he may be told the
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truth before he pick3~upafalse ideas from his playmates, Truth is of
the greatest importance - truth fhat is imparted in & wholesoﬁe; natural
atmosphere.. |

The ghild‘s standard for marriage mist be learned from observ-
ing the relatibnship of his father and mother. If tﬁere‘is constant
quarrelingfand argamegt, his concebtion of marriage will not be high. |
If his parents recognize God as the head of their home the child's ideas
will be different, Differences and prqblems will be settled in relation
to God's will.: Love will permeate the almosphere of all the family
activities and relationships. This idea of Christian love must not be
confused with a romantic conception of affection. It is an altruistic
outlook on life. The paraphrase of I"Corinthians i3 which will be sug-
gested in thexsection on disciplinel will be helpful to the parents
in their relation to each other. When this attitude of love prevails,
when God is recognized as head of the home, the child will grow up
with the realizabion that marriage is sacred and will enter into it
himself when the timevcomes with thoughtfulness and dedication.

In teaching the child standards of honesty, agaiﬁ, the first
problem is for the parents to check themselves to see that theirprﬁ
standards aré right. Exaggerations, social lies, part truths give the ..
child the impression that truth is not sacred but»may be treated lightily
és'suits his convenience. Careful, patient explanation when he is small
will help him to distinguish between imagination and fact. Appreciation
of ﬁhe value and place of each will develop in the proéess. When a
child does tell a deliberate falsehood care must be taken to discover

s & & a2 o @
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the cause which prompted the deception. Severe punishment may teach
him merely to be more clever in his deceit. Patient; understanding _
evaluation of the nature and need;of truth may be more helpful. If the
lie is to cover up some wrong which he has done; perhaps he could be
helped to determine a way qf ‘taking care of wrong, of deciding what
pgnishmsnt would be just, without telling a lie. Forgiveness and love
mist always be a pait of the experience, with the positive emphasis on

the value of truth,
E, Suggestions for Teaching Discipline

Several passages in the New Testement were found to show that
obedience is expected of the children in the home. Parents are reminded
not to provoke their children. When disobedience is followed by repen=
tance the New Testament ﬁeaches the willingness to forgive. Paul.advo—
cates using the SCripture as'a guiée~for right conducf. Punishment ig
painful but helpful in teaching the child to dO'what‘is.right. Jesus
said that~those who keép His commandments are His friends. The love of
Christ should be the controling force is the life of a Christian.

| Thus the goal which the parents mst setibefcre them in teach-
ing the child discipline is to train him in obedience in such a way
that, as he matures, he will be able to control his actions from within
through his love for Christ to do vhat is righﬁ;fiDiscipline is more
then punishment and reward. Good discipline should be more prevention'
than cure. In the first pléce the parents rmist evaluate their own
motives to see that they are really concerned for the growth of the

child. Their home should be made livable. A model of interior deco=-
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raming and artistic arrangement'may be fine, but while the‘child is
small, highly polishedlfurniture~gpd‘fragile ornamentS‘shoﬁld be removed
or reduced to a minimum so that the number of restraints on his freedom
nay also be reduced to a minimum. He should be taught care of the
furnishings in the home but this should not be an excessive burden.
Careful evalunation should be made of the rules for the opérating of the
home so that, while regulations which are essential are reséected and
obeyed, there are not so many petty rules for the operating of the home
that they become frustrating to the child, The home should be a place
of joyous living for all of the members of the family, adults and“child-
ren glike. As the child becomes old enough, he should share in form~
lating these rules., They should be few and simple enough so\thaiythey
can be followed through and carried out. When there is a rule itimust
be obeyed and disobedience must Be met with consistent, inevitable, and
Just punishﬁent which is calculated to teach the necessity for obédienée
to that particular rule. Care should be taken to see that the physical
end emotional needs of the child are sabisfied. Nutritious food, exer-
cise, adequsate sleep are essentiai to good discipline. So arefaffection
and the feeling of belonging and being understood.. Christian love is a
way of satisfying these needs. Paul suggests it as a method'fofhfhe
solution of the problems of the church in CGorinth, It would be wel1 for
each parent to paraphrase this "still more excellent way"l to fit‘his
own life and use that as atdaily.evaluat;on of himself in relawién to

* * . L4 L4 .
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the child. The following is a suggested paraphrase for the mother*

If my voice is always well modulated and calm, never raised in anger
or irritation, but I do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clang-
ing cymbal. If I have the ability to foresee all that my child will
do, and understand all the mysteries of his growth, and have all
knowledge of his psychological processes, end if I have faith enough

to remove all obstacles to his development, but have not love, I am
nothing. If I give up my time and deny myself new clothes and social
advantages, if I burn up my energy in keeping the house immaculate;,

and cooking the most delicious meals, but have not love I gain nothing.

I am patient because I understand my child's limitations and am kind
in active service: to meet his needsy I am not jealous if my child
shous more affection for his father nor am I boastful of the good
child T used to be; I am not arrogant nor rude just because I am ‘
older and know more than nmy child. I treat him with every courtesy
I would show to an adult. I do not insist on my own way but try to
evaluate possibilities with the child to help him see the right way;
I am not irritable but try to keep from getting too tired, or resent=-
ful thinking myself important. I am not happy because of spite when
“things go wrong. I do not say 'I told you so'. But I am happy when
things are right even if I am not responsible for their rightness.

I accept: all my responsibilities. I have faith in the worth of my
child. I am an optimist - taking a positive approach to my problems.
I take everything that comes along in my stride with my head up.

Love is eternal. My responsibility for training my child will not
last long. My ability to train him is imperfect but the perfect love
of God will carry on where I fall. When I was a child I spoke and
thought and reasoned like a child; as I mabured I changed those ways.
Now I can see myself and my failings and weaknesses only vaguely but
someday I shall understand myself as God has understood me. Mean-
while I have faith, hope and love to gulde me in nurturing my child,
these threey but the greatest of these is love.

The father's version would differ only in the first sectionts

If I gain recognition in my business so that my advice is listened ,
to with respect by associates in my field, but have not love, I am
a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. If I can evaluate situations
clearly, and solve difficult problems, and if I can accomplish what
seems to be impossible, but have not love, I am nothing. If I use
up 811 my energy, working day and night to give my family the great-
est advantages but have not love I am nothing..

When the father and mother can keep such an attitude of love
toward their family, many of their problems will be solved before they

become crises.- Obedience and punishment in an atmosphere of love neces—
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sitate-forgivengss‘ When the parent makes it plain to the child that
he also is responsible for obedience to God and that he must be for-
given, a feeling of oneness develops in the family, This fellowship of
working together for a mutual goal can be a most rewarding and vholesonme
experience. 1In it, the child learns, not just to obey his parents, but,
with his parents, to obey God. As he mztures he will learn to make his
own decisions about right and wrong in relation to God. He can then go

on through life as a well-disciplined Christian,
F, Summary

In this chapter a few suggestions were made for ways in which
the principles of the New Testament could be applied to the everyday
living of the child. He can be made to feel secure by joining with
the parentstin recognition of God as the loving Father who guides, loves,
and forgives., The right use of Sunday was found to be helpful in giving
security by making the child feel he belongs, as the family unites in
happy felloyship; The child can learn the right use of money by begin-
ning at an early age to give to others through the church. He can '
accept'responsibility‘for many tasks in the home as his share of earning
the family income. As he matures he can apportion his money to learn
the values of sharing, saving and spending. He can be helped to under-
stand that mabterial possessions are a trust from God to be used in His
service.. Morasl standards can be taught to the child by conciously
telling the truth in answering all his questions. The loving relation=-
ship of the father and mother will give him an ideal of the sacredness

of Christian marriagé; Truth can be made a positive reality to guide.
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all his speech ana conduct. Discipline can be taught through teaching
obedience to principles:of’right in‘relation to God rather than in
conformance to many pefty regulations.’ An stmosphere of freedom and
happiness where his physical and emotional needs are satisfied is es—
sential in preventing unmnecessary crises. Love and forgiveness give
him a feeling of oneness with his parents in trying to do vhat isr
right with God so that he can grow up to control his actiong through

an inner obedience to God rather than obedience to his parents.
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GENERAL SUMMARY'

Since the unstable condition of the world today denotes a:
need oﬁ the part of the home to train children to become responsible-
Christian citizens, this thesis was written as an attempt to understand
the areas of need and to find in the New Testament help in meeting these
needs.

In the first chapter a survey was made of nineteen books on
the family to discover the aress of need being stressed today. Those
most. emphasized were found to be 1. the need for security, 2. the need
for the right use of money, 3. the need for morsl standards, and 4. the
need for discipiine, Further analysis of each of these areas of need
revealed seversl aspects or problems which demand épecial considérationf
In gaining security the child needs to be_free from danger or risk.
Fears from verious causes need to be allayed. He needs to have a sense
of belonging, a sense of confidence in his parents and in something
gfeater than his parents.

o In relation to the right use of money, the child needs‘firat
to develop a xight attitude toward material possessions. - Knowledge of
the source and amount of the family income and hiS‘responsibilityvin
helping to earn it was seen to be another necessity. A further need
is'for training in spending which’includes a need for sharing and
saving. This training? to have value, must be a cooperative experienee
with the entire family.

Horal standards make necessary not only education in the

physiological facts of sex but also education in the right attitudes
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toward it. Honesty is also a need vhich was streésed.

The problems in commection wiﬁh diseipline were discovered
to be, first of all, an evaluation of the parents themselves to see if
their motives are centered in their own comfort and convenience or in
the: growth of the child. Moreover, the parenis need to see discipline,
not just as punishment and reward bubt as a plan for training the child
to make his own evaluations of right and ﬁrong so that he can eventually
' decide for himself and control his own actions. |

The “second éhapter was devoted to‘a:study of the New: Testament
to discover its possible confributionS'to the solution of these problems |
»in the various areas of need. As a means of giving the child securiﬁy;
the NeufTestament shows a need for placing God first. Knowing the
truth about his enviromment, experiencing the nearness of the presence
of God, understanding thefforgiveness of God and, most of all, coming
to appreciate the greatness of‘His love, all help to make the child
feql‘éecuré.; Making‘sunday-g day of worship by the entire family and
of rest and fellowship together is of help‘in making the child feel that
he belongs,nbt only to his famixy but to the larger family of the church.
Of help in iearning the righf ﬁse of nmoney ls the New:Téstément teaching
of contentment without anxiety. Recognition of the fact that material
possessions are a trust from God brings the responsibility of stewardship
for all that is entrusted to their care. With this comes the necessity
of sharing with others and using the money wisely. In establishing
moral séandards the New Testament approach was found to be based on
recognition of the sacred status of marriage. It was established by

God as a symbol of the union of Christ and the church - a permanent
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relationship throughout life. Immorality is condemmed; butlsinéere
repentance is rewarded by God's loving forgiveness. Truth is a stand-
ard in all living in relation to Christ. New Testament teachings in
regard to disecipline were found to emphasize training fhe child in
obedience to the prineciples of rightecusness, not to mere observance
of petty regulations. Discipline may be a painful experience but it
yields the fruit of the Spirit. Love and forgiveness are essential in
teaching theAchild to control his own actions as he trains himgelf for‘
more complete service to God.

The final chapter contained écme suggesﬁions for making
practical application of these New Testament prineiples to the training
of the child. Practicing the presence of God in his daily life through
the right use of Sunday and through his guiet times were‘shown to be
helpful in meking ﬁhe child feel secure. The happy atmosphere of the
home which considers his need for knowing the truth about the world
around him and of being prepared for strange experiences also contri-
butes to his security. Helping in the home and churchj using Sunday
as o day of united worship and’fellouship are ways of making him feel
that he belongs and is a vital part of the family and ehurch. Always
telling the truth is a help in establishing moral standards. The ex-
pression of Christian love between parents was recognized as important
in giving the child an understanding of the sacredness and?joyaof
marriage. Honesty and truth were recognized as essentials of the new
nature which a person has in Christ. Discipline can be taught by
insisting on obedience to a few simple principles of right and wrong
rather than on many minute laws. An atmosphere of love and forgiveness

where the parents also are seen making decisions to do the right in
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their relation to God helps the child to learn to evaluate for himself.
Giving the child the opportunity to know what is right according to the
Seriptures and then to make his own decisions trains him toward self
control which must supplaﬁf the external control of the parents.

Thus, through this study, it was diécovered that the New.
Testement has many contributions to make in hélping to solve the prob-
lems of modern family iifé;’ These can be made applicable to the small
child in the home and can serve to guide him in the right attitudes as
he attains maéurity. The principles of truth and love interpreted
through a living féllowship with Christ give the Christian the under-

gtanding and help he needs for facing the problems of today.
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