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INTROTUCTION

A, The Problem and Purpose of this Study.
Jesus did not do his teaching in a class room. His was
the spontaneous teaching through a story by the roadside, in & boat,
or in a home. The Jewish nation today is a monument to the effec~
tiveness of religious education in keeping God-consciousness and high
ethical standards among & people., Theirs has been a system of spon~
taneous as well as of organized eduncation. When Moses wanted the
people to observe the laws of God he said;
“Thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thy house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou risest up."
It was this constant reminding of the people of the stories of God's
providence and of his laws that made the education of the Hebrews
effective.
| The irreligion of today has been attributed largely to lack
of religious training in the home, With regard to this, Houghton
makes, among others, the following statements:

“Not the theologians but the mothers mmst restore the
014 Testament to the coming age.”

YParents and teachers are solemnly bound to recognize
as their most important task that of developing the sense
of God until it becomes the commanding factor in the child's
life, TFor this there is no better method than telling Bible
stories in which without discussion or philosophizing it is
simply assumed and shown that man is in the divine order .3

* L ] . * . L4 .

1. Deut. 6:7.
2. Louise Seymour Houghton: Telling Bible Stories, p. 39.
3. Ibid., p. 7 : ‘

IIZ—



“The culture in the presence of God of all the child's
Godlike qualities is the mother's supreme task, and for it
she can find no more efficient aid than in the God-saturated
stories of the 01d Testament. The progressive devalopment
of the child's religious nature, far more importamnt for the
practical issues of life, than that orderly development of
his intellectual and aesthetic faculties which is now the
first concern of the pedagogics, may best be accomplished
by the wise use of these stories progressively adapted to
the developing religious and moral instinots of the child.

wl
What Houghton says of the 014 Testament stories cam be well said of
those of the Bible as a whole.

“The revival of story telling,* says Ixr, Horne, *"will con-
tr;’nute something toward keeping young and. fresh & nervous and fatigued
civilization."® Our civilization certainly needs to have this ner-
vous weariness taken away., Stories imbued with spiritual power will
do this. And the Bible is full of such stories. A great mumber of
the mothers amnd teachers of today, however, do not know the Bible well
enough to use the stories freely and spontaneously and others do not
know how to tell the stories they know. ~Children do not seem to get
mach out of independent Bible reading although they read with great
zest bocks suited to their own capacities and interests. Many Bible
story books, written for children, are available, but their number and
variety make & choice rather difficult. On all sides, mothers and
teachera are asking the question: ™What book of Bible stories can I
use with my childrent™ ™ihich will be faithful to Biblical truth and
be interesting to the child as well?™ It is to answer such questions

as these that this study is made., There are over five hundred Bible

* o & 2 s o o

1. Iouise Seymour Houghtom, Ibid., p. 10.
2. Herman Harrell Horne: Story Telling, Questioning and Studying, p. 20




2 at the present time and new ones are coming out

story books in print
every year., The task confronting us, then, is to select from these
the outstanding books and to find, among those selected, writers who,
kmowing .the stories of the Bible and the life out of which they have
comé® and knowing the child into whose life they will go, have taken
these stories, and with the aid of good writing, good art, and good
editing, have brought them together in books which can give to the
children of our day the consciousness of spiritual values which they

so sorely need.

B. Preliminary Procedure and Findings.
1. The Method of Delimiting the Field of Study.

ksmco a atudykof all the Bibie gtory books in print would
be impossible in such a brief survey, the first problem to be solved
in this study was the selection of those books which are the most out-
gtanding. 4s a preliminary means of eliminating the least worthwhile
books, the opinion of the public and of publishers was sought., This
was done by writing to leading publishing houses with a request that
they atate which books they considered best and which had been found,
as revealed by sales numbers, to be preferred by the public. The fol=-
lowing publishers responded: ’

American Library Association « . + « . . . . Chicago, Il1l1,

The Bookshop For Children . « « « ¢« « « . . ,Chicago, 111,

The Century Company « « « « ¢« « o « « » - « New York City

University of Chicego Press . « + « . « « « Chicago, 111,
Columbia University Press « « . . . . » . . New York City

» . [ L L] L] L

1. Cf. United States Catalogue.



Congregational Publishing Society . . . Boston, Kass.
Doubledsy, Doran, &£ C0¢ ¢ ¢« ¢« « » » . . Garden City, N. Y,
BePoDuttonl « o o o ¢ o« o o« s o « » « . Hew York City
Grosset & Dunlap ¢« « ¢« « + ¢+ « o o+ o+ o o New York City
Harper and Brothers « « + « + « « » . . New York City
Harvard University Press . . . . . . . . Cambridge, lass.
D, C, Heath and Company « « « « . . . . New York City
Houghton Mifflin Cose « ¢ ¢« « « + » « . . Boston, Mass.
Alfred A, Knopf o« o « « ¢« o s+ « o o o o New York City
Little, Brown, and Company « « « « « « « Boston, Mass.

The Macmillan Company « + « « « « . . « New York City

The Methodist Book Concern « . . . . . New York City
Thomas Nelson and Sons8 « « « « « « « « « New York City
Presbyterian Board of Christian
. Bducatiom « ¢« « « ¢« « ¢« ¢« ¢« ¢« + o « . Philadelphisa, Pa.
Publishing House of the Methodist

Episcopal Church South . . « « « «

Oliver Ditson Company . .
Oxford University Press . New York City
Fleming H, Revell . . . . New York City
Charles Soribners Sons « « « « « « » » , New York City
Yale University Press . . « « « . » « . New Haven, Conn,

Bichmoend, Va.
New York City

L . .
» * . *

As a second means of selection, the opinion of the leading
critics of children's books was sought. This was done by consulting
the five major catalogues and surveys of childrent's literature. Those
consulted were:;

Rova Beust: Graded List of Books for Children, 1930.

George W, Beiswanger; Character Value of the 0ld Testa-

ment Stories, 1930.

Children's Catalogue~ H. H., Wilson, 1930.

Mahony and Whitney: Healms of Gold, 1929.

Amns. Carroll Moore: The Three Owls, 1931.

With the exception of The Three Owls, by Anmna Carroll Moore,
no catalogues of any importance that had been published since 1930
could be found, Beveral brief catalogues had been issued by the New
York Public Library since that date but none of them contained Bible

stories,



2, Summary of Findings.

The results of these two inquiries, comprising a list of
eighty books, were then tabulated and those books mentioned by three
or more authorities were selected as the basis for this study.
Through this process of elimination the list was reduced to fourteen,
The complete list of the eighty books recommended, together with the
names of the anthorities who suggested them, will be found in the ap=-
pendix, The following are the fourteen selected for special analysis:

William Canton: The Bible Story.

Frances Weld Danielson: Bible Story Book.

Jemes Daughertys The Kingdom and the Power, and the Glory.

Cherles Fosters The Story of the Bitle,

George Hodges: The Garden of Eden,

The Castle of Zion.
When the King Came.

Jesse Lymen Burlbut: Story of the Bible.

Macmillan: The Little Children's Bible.

The Older Children's Bible,

Fo Je Olcott: Stories to Read and Tell,

H. A. Sherman and C. P. Kent: The Children's Bible.

¥ora A. Smith: 014, 014 Tales from an 0ld, 01d Book.

Bva March Teppan: #n 0ld, 01d Story Book.

In addition, because of the recency of their publication,
the following two books will be included in this survey:

Maud and Miska Petershams The Christ Child.
Skrenda and Juergens: Minute Stories from the Bitle.

- Farthermore, although the American Standard Bible Readers
were recommended by only two authorities, since they are all written
by outstanding religious educators and are edited by Dr. Henry He.
Meyer, dean of the Poston University School of Religious Education
and Social Service, and since the above 1list contains so few books for

younger children, it was thought best to include them in this study.



Thess consist of:

Mn 014 Testament Primers
Jessie Eleanor iicore: First Bible Stories

]

£ Bew Testament Prime

Bthel L. Smither: Jesus and the Uhildren

pota B

A Firet Readers
Jemsie Bleanor loore: 2Bible Stories to Bead

4 Second Resders
Hildred J. lcArdlet Stories of Long Ago
0. Propoged Method of Treatment
1. Setding up the Criteriec for Judging the Bible Story Zooks.
Before attempiing to study the books chosen 1t will be
necesgary to set up siandsrds of the essential elsnments of & good
Bible Story Book. '
A list of authorities on story telling will te selecisd
from the bibliographies of the following standard boocks on religious
education:
Bdns Deen Bakers Hindergeriten Method in the Church School
George Herbert Betts and Mariom 0. Hewthorne:s Illethod in
Tesching Beligion,

Philip Henry Lotz and L. W, Crawford, editors: Studies
in Religlious Fducation

Alberta Munkres: Primary dethod in the Church School
Marie Cole Powellt Junior Meithod in the Church School

-

From a study of the avthoritiss recommended by the above books and

o

s study of such existing stendards for churech school literature ag ars

found in: The Curriculum of Reliszious Eduesstion by Dr. Georpe Herberd

Beths and The Indiens Survey by Dr. ¥alter S. Athearn, the criteris

For this study will be set up.



2. The Study of the Bible Story Books Ghosen.

An anslysis of the respective Bible Story Books will then
be made in the light of the standards formmlated. These separate
analytical studies will be followed by & comparative study of the
books as they stand in the group., A summary as to general trends
in Bible Story Books today and & selection of those books found to

be best will conclude the survey.



CHAPTER 1

SEPTING UP CRITERIA FOR JUDGLNG
~ THE BIBLE STORY BOOKS




CHAPTER 1
SEPTING UP CRITERIA FOR JUDGING
THE BIBLE STORY BOCKS

On the face of it, the worth of every book is dependent
upon its mechanical features, its style, and its content. A very
worthwhile and beautiful story may be thrown aside because it is
sent out to the public in a drab binding, or has to push its meaning
through crowded type or peor writing, or bas its truth distorted by
inferior illustrations. PFor a2 child, & poorly written story may
have no real meaning., 7Yet good literature is not a guarantee of
truth, All elements making up a book mst be of value in themselves.
Before estimating & Bible story book, therefore, standards for all
particulars are essential,

It is rather interesting to find, then, that in the two

outstanding "score c:a,:t'cl.s"1 for Judging the curricula of religious

education thésa three faéters, mechanioca]l features, style, and con-
tent are set forth as the standards by which curricmlar materials
are to be judged. Other factors such as pedagogical organization
of lessons and helps for vteachar and pupil are mentioned, but are
intended for teaching materials and not for stories. They will,
therefore, be omitted here., COriteria for judging the three factors
mentioned will now be considered in detail,

. * & o o & @

1. Valter Scott Athearn: Indiana Survey, Vol. 1I., Part III.
George Herbert Betts: The Curriculum of Religious Education,
Chapter XVII.

= 10 =



A,

Criteria for Judging the Bible Story Books with Respect to
Mechanical Features.

Under this topic the "score cards* include bases for eval-

uating type, organization and attractiveness of page, pictorial il-

Iustrations, and the general composition of the book. In the discus-

sion of pictorial illustrations additional authorities were used in

order to supplement the “"score cards™, in which the material is lim-

ited to sample pictures 61 varying degrees of excellence. The author-

ities were Edna Dean Ba.ker,l Alberta Munkres,2 and Marie Cole Powell,d

’

each a recognizeé. leader in the field of religlous education of chil-

dren.

1, Bases for Evaluating Type.

In spesking of type, Dr., Young in & report to the Maine

State Board of Health says:

&,
Se
4.

: ®Books printed from type smaller than long primer
should never be put into the hands of pupils of any grade,
and those for young children should be printed from *pica‘ or
'great primmert, Full-faced Roman type is, much more suit-
able than the 'light faced' type now so mch in favor.

*The distance of the letters from each other should
not be too slight, and the different words in the same line
should stand far aenough apsrt to emable the eye rapidly and
eagily to take in the picture of each, The distance from
line to line should not be less then 2.5 millimeters, dis-
regarding the larger letters, and Colm prefers three milli- .
meters (1/8 inch)., Some authorities state that the length
of line should not exceed 100 millimeters; others, as ap-
pears to me more wise&z for schoolbooks, place the limit at
80 or 90 millimeters.

. & & e e o

Edna Dean Baker; Kindergarten Method in the Church School.
Alberts Munkres:; Primary Methcd in the Church School.
Marie Cole Powell: dJunmior Method in the Church Schocl.
Edward Richard Shaw: School Eygieme, p. 177-9, quoted by
Walter Scott Athearn; Indiana Survey, Vol. 1I., p. 116.



For children in the fourth and fifth grades twelve point
type with ten point leading is best, (A point is one seventy-second
of an inch, lLeading is here used to mean the distance from the bot-
tom of & small letter in one line to the top of a small letter in the
next line,) For children in the second and third grades fourteen
point type with twelve point leading is considered oorrect.l Thus,
in eatimating Bible story books in respect to type, the size of type,
the leading, and the word spacing will be the points considered.

Z. Bases for BEvaluating the Organization and Attractivenéss
of the Page.

The organization and attractiveness of a2 page mesn much to
2 book. But little needs to be said on this subject, since it re-
solves itself into a matter of margins and arrangement. To produce
thé best effects the margins must be wide enough and the paragraphs
and divisions spaced emough to avoid the appearance of crowding: &l1

headings must be pleasingly arranged and attractively wcrded.z

3. Bases for Evaluating the Make-up of the Book.

The material and composition of a book are extremely m—
portant if it is to play its full part in the life of its readers,
An attractive and durable binding and paper of good qualitys are
the esgentials of a book which will stand the test of a child's
library. 1In order to meet the standards a book mast have an excel-

® 0 & & s »

1. ©f, Walter Scott Athearn; Indiana Survey, Vol. II., pp. 118-119,
3‘ G‘I. ibid., Do 3.100 .

George Herbert Betts: The Curriculum of Religious Education, p. 349,
3« ©Cf, Walter Scoft Athearn: Op. Cit., p. 110.

Cf. George Herbert Betts: Op. Cit., p. 349.
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lent quality of eloth binding or a binding of halfA or three-fourths
leather., The construction of the binding must be strong. (Techi~
cally this would involve good sewed—~in headbands and attractive head-
oaps, well glued super of good material extending over the inside of
each cover at least three quarters of an inch, tough endpapers and &
rounded back reinforced with vellum, tape, or light leather.l) Chil-
dren enjoy handling their own books; therefore, the size of the book
should be neither too large nor too small for the size of the child

for whom it is intended.a

4, DBases for Evaluating the Pictorial Illustrations.

In a recent lecture on religlous art, Mrs. John Anderson
Wood, Professor of Religious Art and Architecture in The Biblical
Seminary in New York, commented on the fact that children's religious
ideas as well as their tastes are ruined by the poor art used to 1il-
Iustrate many Bible stories. In contrast to this, she told how Rus-
kin's mother had never allowed him to see any but the finest pictures
and how as a result all his writing and thinking shows the perfection
of appreciation and judgment which was a direct outgrowth of his early-
developed tastes snd his early-nourished spirituality.® What our
children feed on with their eyes they are likely to feed on with their
souls.

VWhen we consider the value of good pictorial illustrations

1. Cf, Walter Scott Athearn, Op. Cit., p. 134.

2. Cf. Ibid., p. 129

3. Cf. Mrs. John Anderson Wood; ILecture on Religious Art, The Bib~
lical Seminary in New York, November, 1932.
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purely from the point of view of the story we find that artistic
pictures make a stronger appeal to the individual and thus drive home
the point of the story more effectively than poor omes.l

The pictures most interesting to children are thogse which
include color, action, and familiar experiemces.® Pictures in which
the value depends on an understanding of their analogies and symbols
should not be used with children.® RNeither is it wise to use pie~
tures illustrating too graphically the bloody scenes of the 0ld Tes~
tament. A picture illustrating a Bible story should be true to the
spirit of the story, true to the setting of the story, suited to
child interests and spiritual in tone. The best pictures are inter-
- pretive, but there is a real place for the purely illustrative type
if that type does not do violemce to the mesning of the story.® The
pictures should above all give to the child an interpretation of God
and Jesus which will imbue him with a spiritual power which onrly a
vivid concept of God can impa.:t"e.5

A11 cuts mst be clear.® Color is an important feature of
children's pictures, but when pictures are colored, the coloring
should be so well done that it adds to rather than detracts from the

spirit of the picture.’

L] L] L L L L L]

10 cfo 'ﬁalter Scott Atheam: Opa cito, po 1210

2, Cf, Marie Cole Powell: Junior Method in the Cmurch School,
ppr. 305-306.

3. Cf, Alberta Munkres: ZPrimary Methed in the Church School,
Pp. 110~111.
Cf. Bdna Dean Bzker; Kindergarten Method in the Charch Schocl,
Pp. 176~178.

4. Cf, Mrs, Jomm Anderson Woods Op. Cit.

b. Of. Marie Cole Powell: ﬁpq Cit., Po 349,

6. Of. Walter Scott Athearn: Op. Cit., p. 110.

7. ©f. Ibid.
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Hence, when the worth of a picture is estimated, the artis-
tic value, the religious value, the value to the child, and the ex-

cellence of the mechanical execution of the cut will be the bhases for

Judgment. 1

B. A Summary of the Criteria for Judging the Mechanical
Features.
vIn the actual Judging of the story books the mechanical
features will necessarily play & large part. Vhen they are discussed
the type, the organization and attractivensss of the page, the pic-
torial illustrations, and the general make-up of the book will be the

points considered.

B. Criteria for Judging the Bible Story Books with Respect to Style.
A general ksta,ndard for style is tendered in the "score
cards",z previously mentioned. These will be used as sources for
the aétting up of criteria for the general literary merit of Bible
story books. However, since children's stories are a very special-
ized form of literature, criteria mast also be set up for evaluating
story methods. For this & more specific standard is needed. As men=
tioned in the general introduction, a list of authorities on story
telling was selected from the bibliographies of leading books on
Religious Bducation.” These books will be used as sources of eri-

& & & ¢ o @

1. ©f. George Herbert Betts: The Curriculum of Religious Education,
Pe 349,

2. Cf, ﬁalter Scott Atheamt Op. gito, Part 111,
Cf, George Herbert Betts: The Curriculum of Religious Education,
Chapter XVIl.

5. gfﬁ Ant&. p. 7o
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teria for the Judgment of story telling methods.

1, Bases for Evaluating Literary Merit.

There are standards of good writing which mmst be adhered
to if stories for childrem are to bear any of the living truth and
beauty of the Bidble itself. Anatole France has said,

"ihen you are writing for children, do not assume & style for

_the occasion., Think your best and let there be plenty of

breadth and power,.»l
Children appreciate credit for personality and undarstand.ing.z of
this Sir ¥Walter Scott says,

*1 am persuaded that children hate books which are written

down to their capacity and love those which are composed

more for their elders. 1 will meke, if possible, a book

that a child shall understand, yet a man will feel soge

temptation to peruse should he chance to take it up.™
If the child in adults does not respond to a story it is pretty cer—
tain that the child himself will not respond.

The elements listed in the ™score cards™ as the essentials
of any writing are sincerity, breadth; power, excellence of diction,
and clear sentence and paragreph structure. A story for a child
should have all of this with the added feature of having the vocabu~
lary, attack, and general grammatical complexity suited to the age

of the child for whom the story is writtem.*

2. Bases for Evaluating Story Methods.

A skilled workman mast have the technic as well as the

1. Bertha E, Mahoney and Elinor Whitney: Realms of Gold, Intro-
duction, p. 12.

&, O©f, Berths E. Mahoney and Elinor Whitney: Op. Cit., p. 12.

3. Ibid‘, Po 12.

4. Cf, Valter Scott Athearn; Op. Cit., p. 110.
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gpirit of his art. Therefore, before we judge the Bible sﬁofy books

under consideration, we mmat make & briefl survey of the chiefl ele~

ments of story writing. In order 4o do this, standsrd texts in

this field were sought, as slready statéd, in various bibliographies.
The bibliography of storyetelling texts camp?led by

Laird 7. ﬁitesf and the one by Dr. George Herbart Eeﬁtsﬁ deal with

story-telling suthorities for the whole spen of childhood. The

bibliographiss of iiss Hdna Dean Eaksr? Miss Alberta %Mmkresf and

Miss Marie Cole Powa115 are concernad with the prs~seh§ol, the

primary, and the Jjunior periods of child life respectively. Since these

books are the shandards in their fields, thelr recommendations on

story-telling textis were taken &s authoritative, The consensue of their

opinions pointed to twelve books a8 the standard books on story telling.

A list of these will be found in the aypendix? From & careful study

of these twelve books snd of the discussion of gtory telling found

in the three lagt-mentioned souvrce books, & chart outlining ths

essential elements of story telling wes made. This chari wili be

uged, in the discussion following, as the basis for the criferis

on story telling now %o be set up.

L] L Ll Ld » - » L4

1., Philip Henry Lotz snd L. W. Crawford: Siudies in Religioue
Educetion, p. 662,

2. Ceorge Herbert Betts: The Curriculum of Heligious Bducation.

2. Bdne Desn Beker: Kindsrgarten Method in the Church School.

4, 4lberta Munkress Primery Hethod in the Church School.

5, Marie Cole Powell: Junior Method in the Church School.

6. Appendix IT.




&, Essential Qualities of the Story as a Whole,
(1) Unity' |
In every discussion of story writing there is found the
statement that a story must have unity of time, place and action.
There should be no sudden change of characters or situation if this

unity is to be sustained.

(2) Technical Aias®
Phere are certain technical aids which every story writer
should use to advantage, These are direct discourse, contrast,

repetition, sense appeal, drama, and condensation.

(3) Emotional Effect®

As & whole, the story should lead the reader or listener
through an emotional experience and leave & living picture in his

mind,

b. Essential Qualities of Specific Parts of the Story.

The structure of every well-told story may be resolved
into four component parts -~ the introduction, the succession of
incidents, the climax, and the conclusion. In order to simplify

this analysis these will now be considered separately.

(1) Introduct .’mn5

A good introduction is specific rather than general and

® * & & & & @

1. ©Cf. Appendix 11,
2. Cf, Ibid,
3. Cf. Ibid.
4. ©f. Ibid,
5., Cf. Ivid.
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arouses interest from the very first word. It is most effective

when it raises and answers the questions "Whot® *hen?™ and *Wheret™,
end when it very definitely leads imto but never reveals the plot.

4ds to style, it is brief and utiliges concrete words and direct sen-
tences. An introduction to a story should bring forth from the reader

a sincere *glad to meet you®™,

(2) Succession of Incidents’t

Just as the selection of the incidents to be told in the
body of a story is of prime importance, the organization of thosge
incidents so as to lead to an effective climax 1s of supreme conse-
quence. The succession of incidents mmst be orderly as well as com~
plete and should unwind the plot as it moves steadily on to the climax.
To accomplish this most effectively all unnecessary detail should be

emitted,

(3) Climax"

When the climsx is reached it should be recegnizably clear
and outstanding. It is the point of high drame in the wWhole story
and always involves the element of surprise., Its purpose is to knot
the thread of narration., This can best be accomplished by crisp con-

cise sentences.

(4) Conclus ion®

The ideal conclusion is not, as is often the case with con-

» [ ] L 3 » . L L 4

1. Cf. &ppend.ix I1.
20 m. Ibid.
3, ©€f. Ivid,



clusions, an anticlimax but a satisfying unravelling and folding

away of the knotted and rumpled incidénts of the story. There should
be no moralizing, no summery, no explanation of meaning, and no sug-
gestion of another story. The whole should be dbrief, dramatic, satis-
fying, and suggestive. Although the characters if living will live
on, this part of the story should end the action previously desalt

with.

3. Summary of Criteria for Judging Style.
As has been said above, the elements essentia.l toigood
writing are;

"gincerity, breadth, power, excellegce of diction, and clear
.sentence and paragraph structure.“

In 8 story the introduction should be‘eoncise, adequate, and interest-

ing; the succession of incidents orderly and complete with all un-

essentials eliminated; the climax forceful; the whole effect unified,

leaving a living picture in the mind.

C. crii:eria for Judging the Bible Story Books with Respect to
Content. , _

In order to detemine these criteria the story~telling
suthorities referred to above will again ve used as sources. The
bases for evaluating the appropriateness of the story to the age of
the child, and the Biblieal accuracy of the stories will be the next
points for consideration. The opinions of the above authorities on
the story interests of the various age groups and the degree of ac~

® & o & o e 9

1. Antei p‘ 16-
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ecuracy essential in retold Bible stories will be found on the afore-
mentioned chart in the appendix. ‘
1. Bases for Evaluating Appropriateness of the Story to the
Age of the Child.

Authorities are gemerally agreed that the child's life up
through the junior period may be divided into three distinet periods.
May, for example, classifies them as “the Reé.listic period®, ®the
Iméginative period®, and "the Heroic period®.’ fhe Realistic period
includes the avex'a.ée pre-éehool age, approximately, three through five
years, the Imaginative period the primary age, six through eight years,
and the Heroic period the junior age, nine through eleven years. The
story interests of those various groups, as found in the sources

studied, are as follows;2

&. The Story Interests of the Pre-~Schocl Child.

The pre-school child is a somewhat matter—-of-fact little
parson whose mind does not reach beyond his own little world of ex~
perience. He is interested in paremts, in other children, in animals,
and in the familiar objJeets about him such as chaira and tables. As
a result he wants tales of personages and things that are a part of

his world.

b. The Story Interests of the Primary Child.
The primary child does not live in a world limited by law

l. ©f, William J. May; Bible Stories and How To Tell Them,
PP 38"'31-
2e ct. Append‘lx 1I.



and circumstance. His imagination can mske fairy worlds out of
nothing. Consequently, he delights in stories of fantastic and
supernatural realities or those in which & supernatural power is

evident.

ce. The Story Interests of the Junior Child.

By the time the child reaches the Junior age he has changed
his major interest from fairies to heroes. He has now a craving for
true stories of people Who have adventured and triumphed through

bravery and physical prowess.

The Bible is rich in material for all three types of
stories. The étory tellert's duty is, then, to take this material
and with the interests of the ¢hild in mind, tell it with vividness
and truth, The same story can at times be adapted to several dif-
ferent age groups if a different element in the story is emphasized
each time. This must be done, however, without losing sight of the

aim and spirit of the original.

2. Bases for Evaluating Biblical Accuracy of Stories,
It is a truism to say that‘althcugh facts are true, truth
is not always fact. This conception has been used both advantegeously
and disadvé.ntageously by those attempting to rewrite Bible stories.
It has been used to advantage by those who before attempting to re-
vfrite a story have made a study of the context and background out of

which that story has come in order to interpret its real meaning. It



has been used to disadvantage by those who have asserted that, al-
though the Bible contains truth the facts are not necessarily accu-
rate, and, ‘instead of studying the context of the stories, have
interpreted them according to individual concepts of truth. May,
Horng Houghton, Esenwein, Eggleston, Danielson, Cather, and Bryant
agree in saying that a story should admit varying degrees of ampli-
flecation of background and a certain elaboration of mental states.l
Nevertheless, this amplification must remain true to history, geog-
raphy, customs, and mmman nature.

There are many who objJect to telling many of the 014 Testa-~
ment stories to childrem because of the supposed evil influence of
incidents revealing primitive ferocity. But as Houghton says:

"The mental development of every child naturally repeats the
mental history of the race, and in its first years it has
not only the strong posetic nature conspicuous in all primi-
tive peoples but also that inatingtive ferocity through which
the race has necessarily passed.® :
Concerning those who modify those olé. tales Horne says:
“The 0ld stories represent a simplicity and directness of
.moral guality which is softened into weakness in the later
modificationg. The originals represent racial e?eriences,
the unfaithful copies show individual opinions.™*
The child needs and undergoes chastenings which serve as object les-
sons to prevent future misdemeanor. According to Mozley,“ God's
trestment of the Isrselites in their early history should be looked

* & 5 & & * »

l. ©Cf, Appendix II.

2. Louise Seymour Houghton: Telling Bible Stories, p. 33.

3. Herman Harrell Horne: Story Telling, Questioning, and Studying,
p. 38.

4. Cf. J. B, Mozley: Ideas in Barly Ages, pp. 235-236.



at from the same viewpoint. These stories can be presented to the
child in this light, but the details of horror should not be empha~
sized, .

To carry the assertions of the sbove-mentioned leaders into
New Testament material, as well as 0ld, wonld certainly mean that all
Bible stories should be told with truth as to detail, with amplifica-
tion of background, but with no interpretation which would tead to
read into them individual opinions which are at variance with the
context,

The value of giving to the child Biblical truth as it
stands is sumna.rized very adequately by Houghton. And what she says
of the 01d Testament might well be applied to the whole Bible.

“The 0ld Testament made the Hebrew people a peculiar people,
.by developing in them an unigue God-consciousness. It will
do the same for the people of the United States when it is

freed from overloading convention and unintelligent inter-

pretation, It will do this for our children if we give it

to them as it is, And what better can we ask for them than
an abiding consciousness of the presence of God??'z

3, Summary of Criteria for Judging Content.

A story that is Biblically accurate and yet outside of the
realm of child interest might as well have not been written, for it
will not be read. A story appealing to child life, yet inaccurate
Biblically, may lead to a distortion of truth and a distrust of the
Bible which could be a very detrimental influence in the life of a

¢ & 2 & & s B

1. ¢Cf. Append.ix II.
2. ZLouise Seymour Houghton: Op. Cit., p. 286.



child. A good blending of these two elements of interest and aceu-

racy is of primary importance in the re-writing of Bible stories.

D. A Summary of the Criteria for Judging the Bible Story Books.

In the analysis of the Bible story books which will be made
in the next chapter the ;’ollowing eriteria, then, will be used as &
basis for evaluation. -

l. Do the mechanical features make the book more valuable,
useful, and attractive?

a, Is the type suited to the child's physical limitations?
(1) Is it the correct size?
(2) 1s its leading suitable?

(3) Does its word spacing make reading easy?

bP. 1s each page attractive?

(1) Are the margins wide enough to avoid the appear-
ance of crowding?

(2) Are all headings and divisions pleasingly arranged?
(3) Do the titles to the stories attract and lead to a
reading of the stories themselves?

ce Do the pictures add to the attractiveness and value of
the book?
{1} Are the cuts clear and distinct?
(2) Do they meet the standards of good art?
(3) Are they colored? If so, is the coloring well done?
(4) Do they show actiont

(5) Do they deal with experiences which are within the
range of the child's understanding? '



d.

(6)
(7)

(8)
(9)
(10)
(11)
(12}

”26-

Do they deal with reality rather than symbolisn®

Do they avoid too graphic a portrayal of the
bloody scenes?

Are they true to the spirit of tha Bible story?
Are they true to the setting of the Bible story?
Are they true to the details of the Bible story®
Are they interpretative or illustrative?t

Is their probable effect on the spiritual and
moral nature of the child a positive one?

Is the make-up of the book such &8s will add to its value?

(1)

(2)
(3)

Is the material out of which it is made of lasting
and attractive quality?

Is the construction durable%

Is the size such as can be easily handled by the
childf

2. 1ls the style adequate as a carrier for the content?

8.

b.

Does the book reveal the essentials of good writing?

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Is there sincerity?
Is there breadth and powere

Is the choice of words goodf

Are the sentence and paragraph structure clear?®

Is the style such as can be comprehended and en-
Joyed by the childe

Are the standards of good story telling met?

(1)

Are they met in the story as a whole?
(&) 1Is there unity?

(b) Are techmical aids used to advantage?
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(e¢) Does the story lead the listener through an
emotional experience and leave him with a
living picture in his mind?

(2) 4re they met in the specific parts of the story?

| {(a) Does the introduction answer the questions
Wihot", ™ihere?™, and *Whent™ 1DToes it lead
into the plot? .Is it brieft Are its words
concrete? Are its sentences conciset

(b} 1s the succession of incidents orderly and
complete, omitting all unnecessary detail?

(¢} 1Is the climax outstanding? Does it knot the
thread of narration?

{d) 1s the conclusion brief and satisfyingt Does
it avoid moralization?

3. 1s the selection of content sppropriate and the presentation
of material accurate?

a. Are the stories suited to the age interests of the child?
(1) Do the stories for the pre-school period deal with
the familiar objects and personages of the child's
world?

(2) . Do the stories for the primary period include the
supernaturalt

(3) Do the stories for the junior period deal with the
character and exploits of heroes?

b. Are the stories accurately retolds
(1) Are they true to the spirit of the Bible story?

(2) Are they true to the historical and geographical
background of the Bible%?

(3) Are they true to the details of the Bible story?
(4) Are they true to the aim of the Bible story?

{(5) Are they true to the message of the Bible as s whole?

(6) Are they psychologically sound in their interpreta-
tion of Muman nature?t

6. Is the probable effect of this content on the moral,
intellectual, and spiritual life of the child a positive
one?
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AN ANVALYS]S OF THE EESFECTIVE BIBLE STORY BOOKS CHOSEN



CHAPTER II
AN ANALYSIS OF THE RESPECPIVE BIBLE STORY BOCOKS CHOSEN

An analytic study of the Bible story books will now be made
according to the standards set up in the previous chapter. The me-
chanigal features, the astyle, and the content of each book will be
examined and, in the light of fhe oriteria, a brief estimste of its
value will be given. As the art of each book under oonsideration is
discussed, one plcture representing as nearly as possible the average

quality of that art will be included whenever available.

A, American Standax'd Bible Readers;

Jeasie Eleanor Moore:; First Bible Storles

Bthel L. Smithers; Jesus and the Children

Jessie Bleanor Hoore: Bible Stories to Read

Mildred J. McArdle; Stories of Long Ago

1. An Examination of the Hechanical Features.

a. The Type.

The type in these books is umusually large. A child just
beginning to read could easily pick the letters out, for the leading

and word spacing are of corresponding proportions. The broad Roman-

faced type is clear and distinet.

be The Organization and Attractiveness of the Page,
These four books are graded. As they advance in grade the
anount of material on each page 1s inecreased. Many pages in the primers

contain but a sentence or two, placed in the center, and for every page
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of print there is a full-page illustration telling in picture form
what is told in words in the text opposite. This makes these exceed-
ingly attractive books, books which are even meaningful to ch‘»ilé.ren
who o8nnot yet read with ease. The titles of the stories head the
page on which the gtery begins,

The first reader has many full-page pictures, but they do
not ocour opposite every pege and the printed pages are more filled.
Since this is true the book is capable of including a greater number
af stories, 7This makes for more breaks in the psge organization. In
& number ét instances attractive child-liturgies, interestingly il-
~ lustrated and well-spaced, are found between stories.

, The second reader has a still different page arrangement.
It includes frequent direet quotations from the Bible which are always
frinted in a2 smaller type than genmerally used throughout the book.
The illuatrations are more scattered here than in the other three
volumes. There are not so many full-page cuts but there are maﬁy half-
page illustrations., This makes for a variety which the smaller child
does not want, but which the older primary child is beginning to de-
sire.

. The lake-Up of the Books.

These books are small, flat, and 1ight, excellently suited
to the young child who delights in things made just for him, and who
gets great satisfaction from handling them. Nevertheless, thelr paper
and binding are not of good enough quality to stand the strain of their

probable popularity.
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4. The Picteria.l Illuatrations.

Here we f£ind life, but not depth of character. Here we
f£ind feeling, but not deep emotion. Here we look and see only those
things which a child would notiee in real life. Here is gay coloring,
too bright for the sober adult but expressing child joy. Here we find
great bodily activity, not mental attitudes. Here stories are told in
pieture form, Life is portrayed as it is, not interpreted, Here are
mere plotorial illustrations, not maate.rpiaces, but they draw a child
to them, give him & sense of Jjoy and wonder, and reveal to him a cer-
tain elemental knowledge of the truth.

4s has been stated above, ilvluatratiom are opposite almost
every pege. A very lovely inside cover and fly leaf picture of a lit-
tle boy reading and dreaming of the stories of long ago is found in
the front of the primers. A similar pose of the boy Jesus watching a
caravan pass is found in the two graded readers. No child who picked
up these books and saw the pictures would lay them down without read-

ing the stories to discover wint the plctures were ™all about™.

2. An Examination of the Style.
A. Gemeral Literary Merit.
Brief, concrete, and simple, these stories bhave a charm and
& power alwl their own., The mere repetition of words sing songs of Joy.
Their character is not too involved nor too deep for the little child
to comprehend., He can feel tha§ here gre friends Just hls age, friends

who stimlate his thought and imegination.






be. 8tory-Telling Methods.

The writers of these stories have mastered the art of story
telling. They bave revealed their ability to eliminate all but the
essential material, to develop a simple incident into a dramatic story,
to use expertly the tools of repetition, direet discourse, and concrete
imagery, and to unify all elements into & living whole,

The introductions are brief and answer all gquestion of *"Whot",
"fhen?™, and "Where?™. They lead directly into the story. The follow-
ing is one for the very young child

"David took care of his father's sheep."l
Here is one for the ohild who is learning to reads

"Once there was a baby who was hié.ing.

"He did not know that he was hiding.

“Big Sister Mirlam knew he was hiding.

“But he was asleep."‘?‘

The succeession of incidents i# orderly and complete. There are no de-
tails here that take away from the rapid rising of feeling leading to
the climax. Time has been allowed for the development of thought. This
is illustrated in the story of Isaac and the wells in Gerar where the
same situation is repeated four-timea with only slight va,x?iat;ions.5

The eliméns always involve some surprising turn which usu~-
ally bring a joyful tremd of events to any troubled character in the
story. 7They are simple and well handled. This isg well shown in the

l. First Bible Stories, p. 100.
2. Bilble Stories to Read, p. 21.
3. 8Stories of Long Ago, p. 119.



atory of Jesus and the children;

*Phe 'children were sad. The mothers were sad. Baby James
eried, But slowly they started back home.

®*Jesus stopped talking and he came toward the mothers amd
.the children. He held out his hands to them.

®»tlet the children come to me', said Jesus. 'Do not send
.them away.'"™ ,

The eom;.lus:lons leave no doubts as to the final condition
of all the characters in the story. They are simple and satisfying,

“Phe father went intc the house. His little boy did not lie
.on the bed., He was not hot with fever. He was playing.

“Everybody in thet house loved Jesus.
;Qhe father loved him.
i;@he mother loved him.

“Phe 1ittle boy who did not see Jesus loved him,*®

3+ An Examination of Content.

8. Appropriateness to the Age of the Child,

There are four stories in the primer, First Bible Stories.
One is about Rebekah who was helpful; onme about the Woman of Shunsm
who was kind to her company; one about Ruth who worked hard for
“mother Naomi} and one about David who took care of his father's sheep.
All of these stories are centered around experiences similar to those
the child has had. Here are famlliar things such as chairs and tables,
Here are familiar people, such as mothers, fathers, children snd com~

® & ¢ o & & 9

1. Jesus and the Children, pp. 30, 32.
2. Bilble Stories to Read, pp. 95, 96.



pany. Here are friendly animals. - All elements 1o§ed by & little
child are to be found in these four short stories,

The same things are true of the second primer, Jesus and
the Children. All the stories in this book are centered around a
group of children who like to hear stories of Jesus. One day Jesus
comes and they go to see him., The incident of Jesus blessing the
children is incorporated here. From this time on they love more than
ever to hear their mothers tell about Jesus. A few of the stories
they enjoy are recorded. They are; "The Good Shepherd,® ®Jesus and
the Sick Boy,” and "Ihe Wise Men.® Another little boy who has not
seen Jesus starts out to see him and when he finds him shares his
lunch; All of these stories concern children's Joys and sorrows,
children's responsibilities and undertakings. There is nothing re-
corded that could not have been experienced by the average child, had
he lived in Jesus' day.

The first reader, Bible Stories to Read, includes; a story
of Abraham who shared, instead of fighting; of Joseph who went on an
errand for his father; of the baby Moses who was hiding from a bad
king; of a little boy whom God sent to a mother who prayed; of a
little boy who lived in a big white chureh; of a bigger boy who played
beautiful songs on a harp; of the wonderful time when Jesus came; of
Peter who lent Jesus his fishing boat; of a sick grandmother whom
Jesus made well;' of a boy who shared his lunch; of a blind man whom
Iesus healed; of a storm on a lake; of Jesus and the children; of a

l1ittle boy Who did not see Jesus but loved Him just the seme; of chil-
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dren who sang songs of praise; of seeds in the fields; and of a little
lost sheep.

As can be seen from the above list, the range of interests
in this book is wider than that found in the primers. Here are found
all the elements included before., In sddition to household furnishings
there are boats, harps, seeds, and a chmrch. Instead of children lis-
tening to stories we find childrem running errands, watching babies,
helping in a church. We find men refusing to quarrel and men who
share what they have. Here we find the definite conduet problems of
a first grader.

The second reader, Stories of Long Ago, takes into eonsi&ora-
tion the child's developing sense of chronologlical order. The first
Balf of the book deals with the story of Jesus' life, with its main
emphasis on His infanecy and boyhood. The other stories of His 1life
are concerned with those whom He helped and those who helped Him, This
group of New Testament stories is separated from the latter half by a
group of nature psalms. These deal with the sun, rain, and birds and
snimals with which the child is mcquainted. Interesting stories of
0ld-Testament children are re-told in the latter half. Here the child
comes to know the little maid, the boy Joash, the Simnamite woman's
son. He also comes in conmtact With more people who are thoughtful:
Rebekah, the Shunamite, and Isasc Who would not quarrel. Throughout
this volume the child has been brought into close touch With Jesus who
was 8 boy like other boys, and with people who loved God and helped
their fellow men. It is full of life and action and would amply satisfy

the child who is eager for an interesting book to read.
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bs. Biblical Acouracy.

.&lthbugh these books do not always tell the Bible stories
from the point of view in which they are presented in the original,
the Bible text for each story is included in the back of every book
except the second reader, which has portions of the Scripture included
in the story itself. These stories are undeniably imaginative, but |
are an attempt to interpret to the child those things which mean much
to older people. They do no actual violence to the facts as they
stand and are perfectly true to the spirit of the original. The main
emphasis In all the books is on conduct, but this conduet is motivated
by a constant consciousness of God. A great element of worship is
found in each.

In First Bible Stories there are two worship services re-
corded. One reveals the thankfulness of Naomi and Ruth for the food
God bas provided.! The second shows David out under the stars, with
his sheep safely in the fold, singing: | "0h, give thanks unto the Lord
for He is gecd.*a ,.

~ The aécond book, Jesus and the Children, leads up to a cli-
mactic experience of worship in the last story. For, as the child
reads the stories he is led through a growing experience of love and
admiration for Jeéus and is ready at the end of the book to worship
with the wise mén. An outstanding example of spontaneous worship found
in other parts of the book is the following:

* [ ] L] L4 L . L

1. EBf. p. 98.
2, P. 124.
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W'Cheerie, cheerie, cheer,' played the shepherd on his pipe.

.. 'That was the song the birds had sung to him,

*Iul=l=l-who~~o00 ! played the shepherd on his pipe. That

. was the song that the wind had sung to him.

'I love thee, O Lord, God,' sang the shepherd. That was
his very own aong.” ‘

In Bible Stories 58 Read, the conduct emphasis of the stories
is related very definitely with worship in the little liturgies which
ocour at frequent intervals. One of the best examples of this is found
after the story of Sammel. This liturgy consists of twe verses:

"Phou makest darkmess and it is night.® (Psalm 104;20)

wfe give thanks wnto thee, O God, We give thanks.®
. (Psalm 75:1)

Much of the actusl Bible text is included in Stories of Long
Ago. TFor instance, the story of the birth of Jesus is concluded with
alx veries from luke. This is introduced in the following manner;

"Read the story of what the shepherds saw one gight when
.they were in the field watching their sheep.”

At other times the text is included without introductiom. The direct
discourse is to a lé.rge extent exact quotation, By the change in type

the child can readily see when he is reading the Scripturai words,

4, An Estimate of These Books.

Because of their great appeal to the child, both through the
illustrations and the story, because they are imbued with a Jjoyous
love of God, of His Son, and of our fellowmen, and becsuse they meet
the needs of the child, both meral and spiritusl, these books would

¢ & ¢ 5 o ¢ @

l. Jesus and the Children, p. 54.
2, Stories of Long igo, p. 12,
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oontributé much to any child's life. Not all of these could be
classed as acourate Bible stériea, but clear distinction is made in
the books between that which is sccurate and that which is imgaina-
tive. 1f care is taken by the teacher or mother nc confusion on

this point should result.

B. William Canton:; The Bible Story.
1. An Exsmination of the Mechenical Features.
&« The Type.
This type is of the correct size but its leading and word
spacing are slightly below the standard set for them. The print is

clear and easily read.

S. The Organization and Attractiveness of the Page. .

Large pages with wide margins, such as those of The Bible
Story are zlways attractive. Since Dr. Canton has written these
Bible stories as a contimuous narrative from Genesis through Revelation,
the only organization found on the pages is that of an oceasional break
to insert the number and name of the next incident included. These
look very well when & psge is takenm individnally, but become a Dbit
monotonous when it is discovered that all pages have the same arrange-
ment, The names of the stories, such as, "The Red Dust™, and "The Man

of Uz™ lend a little variety.

¢. The Make-Up of the Book.
The make-up of this book is very poor. In the first place,

it approaches an encyclopedia in size and is very nard to handle., The



binding is not stromg enough to hold its four undred-three heavy
pages together, for it does not possess head-bands and its super is
very loosely woven., Its back-boards and orange tabrj.c cover are not
particularly durable. The pictures were inserted after the guartos
were made up and were of necessity pasted to the adjoiming pages.
They are therefore spt to fall out when mmch used. This book would
soon break down with the frequent handling which it would receive in

a childt*s livrary.

d. The Plctorial Illustrations,

All of the sixteen'platel here found are colored. The
majority were drawn by ¥. Hatherrell and are purely illustrative.
Although thére are a few which actually detract from the spirit of
the text, most of them serve very adegquately as illustrations.

The mechanical execution of the cuts is good but the fact
that they are cut out and pasted on ixeavy mounting paper 4oes not add
to the general appearance. Their subject matter is quite good, show-
ing such things as the sacrifice of Isamsc, Moses in the bulrushes,

Raaman's little maid and the reising of Lagarus.

2., An Examination of the Style.

8. aenéral Literary Merit.

"Florid® would well describe the style of this book since
the sentences are'“altogether toc long and flowery, and consistently
interspersed with meaningless words. Drams is overworked, A profuse
use of adjlectives is made. A familiar ‘phrase is never used when an

unfamiliar ome can be found, Many of the words found here are not in




common adult usage and would never be comprehended by a child. The
style as a whole brings the Bible down to the level of a poorly-
written fairy tale. !fhis can well be illustrated in the following
excerpt from the stery of Christ's temptation:

*As his uman strength ebbed away, he learned inm thoseap~
palling solitudes the distress and dismay with which lone~
liness invades the hearts of men. The eerie sounds of sand
and rocks cooling, the delusive half lights, which distort
the vision, the strange, phosphorescences of lifeless things,
the sudden stirring movements, rumors of the night troubled
even his spirit with a breathless sense of danger. During
that prolonged fast the crescent moon waxed into a dright-
ness which lay like snow Jagged with black shadows, waned
away into a gleaming rim which gave place to a greemish
darkness swarming with stars, and appeared once more as a
slender sickle of silver. So many days, so many nights he
endured in prayer; and time seemed to be swooning into
eternity.ml

The reader 'eanﬁaearooly come through this paragraph without a feeling

of disgust and a semse of unreality.

b. 8Story-Telling Methods.

By the time one has waded through the introductions to these
stories, aﬁe is weary and has no desire to go on. The following is
typleal:

YPausing many a time to look back toward Bethany and into the
cloudless heavems, they came down from the Mount of Olives
like people in a dream. For forty days he that was dead was
seen of them to be alive by many proofs infanllible, They were
now at the beginning of a new life. Returning to Jerusalem,
they ascended to the upper room where they were used teo meet L

This introduction answers the questions *What?", *Whent" ‘and

1. P. 28l.
2. P. 362.
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wihere?™, but is so involved and presents such a large number of
ideas in such a wordy manner that the main thought is obscured. In
like manner, the whole body of the story is so overburdened with words
and detail that the train of thoughtis very diffiocult to follow, It
is certainly not suited to a practical-minded junior, |
The drame of the climaxes is many times overdone. The cli-
mex to the story of Samson is a fair sample:
*There was a moment of silent terror, them a tumlt of ter-
rifiec shrieks as the multitude saw the blind giant strain
at the pillars with all his might.=}
8trangely enough, the conclusions of these stories are, as

a rule, fairly brief, and to the point. They usually end with a brief

and satisfying statement of fact.

8, An Examination of Content.

a. Appropriateness to the Age of the Child.

The preface to this book is entitled, "Day Dreams of Haza~-
reth." It is told from the point of view of a midé.laéagaé man, look-
ing b;eknon the days ef‘ his youth when he lay in the sun dreaming of
life on "Nazareth Hill." He goes on to say that this book answers
these day dreams by giving real pictures of his early fancies, This
is no point of contaet for & child. No junior could look at life from
this adult viewpoint. The whole book 1s in the spirit of the preface,
The child is never included but is ®talked at®™ by a man whose eyes are
on some far-off fairy land., While the child is longing for living

* &6 & o o ¢ 9

1. P. 1b2.



heroes, Canton coats all that is real with 2 glamor of unreality.

b. Biblical Accuracy.

The actual incidents included in this book are guite ace
curately recorded, but the author has so elaborated the background
and mental states of the charscters presented thet the truth is dig-
torted. He never lets an act or scene speak its own message, but
ieads it down with mesningless description,

His arrengement of certain psalms as antiphonal responses
in their historical setting is good. Throughout the story he stresses

the evil results of sin and the power of the Holy Spirit in humen life,

4, in Estimete of the Pook.
Because of i%s poor meke-up, inferior illustrations, hope~
lessly involved siyle, and unnatural atmosphere, this book has no

place in 2 list of story books for children.

Ce Frances Weld Danielson: Bible Story Book.
1. An Bxaminstion of the Mechanical Features,
a. The Type,
Even a primary child would find these pages alluring and easy

to read, fo: the type is large and well-spaced,

be. The Organization and Attractiveness of the Page.
These pages are very simple; the margins are broad; the
printing is well broken up into parsgraphs. The stories are unbroken

units with simply~printed and simply~worded headings. The titles are
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couched in child's language and adapted to child thought. Representa-
tive of these are; *Finding a Well", ®A Brave Queen™, and "Peter Lies

and Is Sorry."o

ce The Make~Up of the Booi,

Since this book is slim and light a small child could well
claim it as his own to carry around with him as his constant companion,
Its covers has the appearance of one expecting rough treatment, for
the back boards are covered with an except ionally durable dark dlue
cloth, The paper is thin but very strong. The whole is bound com~
pactly together, The lack of head-bands might possibly lead to an
early breaking of the book back, but this last is the only deficiency

in its make-up.

4. The Pictorial Illustrations.

Miss Danielson has shown excellent judgment of art and keen
understanding of little children in her choice of pictorial illustra-
tions. Roederstein's picture of Jesus and the little Dutch children,
with its ‘portrayal of child-like faith, hope, and love is the key to
the spirit of the book. All of her pictures are of the best. A list
will reveal their character: Cazin's,"fagar and Ishmael in the Wilder-
ness*; Vriendt's, “Moses is Pound*; Bruck's, “Ruth" Reymolds, *In-
fant wSmel"; éard;xar's, "!oﬁng Dévid' Besoﬁingmthe Laxb*: IeRolle's,
"Arrival of the Shepherds®; Hofmsuu's, “Christ Among the Doctors®;
Ziswerman's, "Christ and the Fishermen®; Soord's, "Lost Sheap";

Blockhorsi's,ﬁ*‘eood Samaritan®™; Earm&k's, "Peéer'; Denial"y  Seven
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out of the twelve deal with children; three deal with people help-
ing; one deals with friends; and one with a conduct situation.

All of these are vital to the child's life. In their beauty and
variety of emphasis thej should have a great moral and spiritual in-
fluence. They interpret to the child the spirit as well as show him
the facts of the Bible, Ho mechanieal barrier, such as poor print-
ing, has been raised between the message of these plctures and the

child,

2. An Exsmination of the Style.

&. General Literary Herit.

Miss Danielson has the gift of writing beautifully and
simply. She ha:i a capacity for weaving into her own sentences famil-~
iar words and phrases from the Bible itself. Her sentences are direct
and forceful. Her paragraphs are well di#ided. Her manner of speak-
ing would challenge the intellect as well as stir the emotion of the

one who was reading or listening.

b, BStory-Telling Methods.

Story telling is an art and KEiss Danielson has so trained
berself in the technic of it that she has become an artist. She has
selected incidents whose details are adaptable to the interests of a
little child and has told them with that sincerity and directness
which the child demands. She uses well those elements of repetitiom
and direot discourse which play such an important part in stories for

this age group. Her stories are units and a8 wunits carry living per-



sonalities and living pictures into sensitive child hearts.

Her introductions use the familiar to introdmuce the un-
familiar, The following is & good example:

*There was to be a feast in honor of the little boy, 1saac.
The cooks were cooking food for him, Isasac's mother, Sarah,
saw that they did their work well. His father, Abrgham, told
the men who kept his animals what sheep should be killed and
roasted. Everywhere there was bustle and hurry and excite~
ment in getting ready for the party that wounld show how glad
everybody vai that the little Isaac was growing from a baby
into a boy." ,

The na%ural order and succession of incidents is not sacri-
ficed to any rigid rule of unity, but these incidents are so woven
together and so briefly and directly stated that the story moves di~
Tectly toward_s the climax. The climax of a little child's story does
not need to be anything startling or umusual. The climexes in these
stories are very clear and effective. This is due, not so mmch to
outward circumstance, as to the fact that at some point in every story
Miss Danielson brings to a high and focal point the emotion of the
whole. This is done in & brief, undramatic, but impressive mauner.

| Conclusions are adequate when they satisfy the child's
longings and answer his questions. Such conclusions as the following
leave the child with a feeling that all is well:
"Phey had found the King, the Promised One.* 2

;Qhe King was glad to see his bright eyes a;ad leasant face,
He loved David, but Jonathan loved him most."

*Sut Jegus 'looked at Bary lovingly. '6he has done well', he
said, ‘'Whenever the story of my life is told, shall be told
this that she did for me,' And so I have told it to you.*4

*” & s ¢ & & o
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3. An Examination of Content.

a, Appropriatenmess to the Age of the Child.

The age mteresta of the primary child, as previously
stated, are ochiefly those in which the familiar and supernatural
elements of life are effectively woven together, Miss Danlelson
has given incidents in which experiences familiar to the child are
prominent, but in which the supeérnatural is, to a large extent ex-

cluded.

be Biblieal Accuracy.

A glance at the gquotations cited below will reveal a few
of the outstanding tendencies in Miss Denielson's re~telling of the
Bible stories,

First, she tells an incldent about which there is a doubt
as though it were a legend.

A great while ago somebody made up a poem about the beginning

of the world. . « It may bave been & poet who wished other

people to know what he believed about the begiming.l. o o

'In the beginning, God made the sky and the earth.'™

. Hext, she reduces to vague feelings of the heart many in~
stances which in the Biblical account are portrayed as actual exper-
iences of God.

e ¢« » Wont 8 little way off and sat down and cried.

Then the thought of God came to her, « . She wiped away her

tears and looked about her. Why, there was a well of water!

Her eyes had been too full of tears to see it before. She

felt as though God himself had opened her eyes ol

Bxceptions to this generalization are found in the st;ories of Samme],

L L * L] * » L]
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and of the servant's search for Rebekah.

Again, to obtain the child's viewpoint she tells many
stories of Jesus from the point of view of the people affected, but
frankly states that this viewpoint is imaginative.

#1 wish I could have seen all the children whe kmew Jesus,
Don't yout 1 can almost hear them telling about him. These
sre their stories as I imagine them,*l

In other cases ghe mixes elemen';s of seperate stories and
does not pay attention to comtext.

"The esting stopped. Bustling Martha stood still. The per-~
fume dripped from Jesus' feet. Suddenly lMary leaned over and
wiped them with her lovely long hair.,*2

On all oceasions she explains the Work of Jesus as a way of
life,

“Onesims remembered it well . . . about Paul's preaching . . .
that it was the story of Jesus who had come to earth to teach
men how to live; that people who tried Jesus' way of living
were called Christiana; that Paul's story of Jesus was the
Good News; and that if everybody would try Jesus' way of liv-
ing, sin and unhappiness would vanish,*®

Pinally, she translates Christ's ﬁost-reaurrectian presence
on earth into & spirit of kindness. |

“And one day he passed into heaven leaving them alone again.
But soon, they were not alone. Whenever they cared for a
poor person, or comforted a child, or did a kind deed, it
was as if they had done it for Jesus., And so, they came to
see that he did really live and that he was King still of
their hearts.®

4. An Estimate of the Book. |
This book is beautifully put together, beautifully illus-

® & ¢ o » s @

1. P. 134.
e PO 164.
3. P. 180,
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trated, and fascinatingly written. It embodies a splendid motivation
for good conduct, but because of the liberties it takes with Biblical
material it gives to the child a rather vague and impersonal God and

leaves him without a living Saviour.

D. James Daughtery: The Kingdom and the Power snd the Glory.
" 1. An Examination of the Mechanical Peatures.

a. The Type.

The type; leading and word spacing of this book are all
that could be desired. They meet, perfectly, the standards set up
for them in the previous chapter, Any junior child could read with
ease the large full faced Roman type which makes a perusal of this

book a restful process.

b. The Crganiszation and Attractiveness of the Page.

The pages of this volume are well organized and attractive,
The margins are wide and the paragraph aud chapter divisions are well
dpaeed. The majority of the stories have both main and sub-titles.
The main titles such as, “"Moses™ or “Samson™ deal with personages and
the sub-titles such as "The Exile® or ™The Riddle” deal with events.
Although there is nmothing original about these headings, their consis-

tent simplicity is arreating.

¢e The Make~Up of the Book.
This book is & very durable ome. The heavy ®"rough~finished®
pages are lasting and easily turned. The board backs é.,re covered with

- rust colored linem both pleasing and substantial. The book is a very
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well constructed one in spite of the fact that it lacks the head-
bands, which are found in the best bindings. It bhas a very closely
woven super. Since it is long and slim and verjr compact it is a com~

venient book to handle.

d. The Pictorial 1llustrations,

The phrase *"the kingdom and the power and the glory* when
taken out of its Biblieal corntext and applied to an earthly kingdom,
an earthly power, and an earthly glory gives the keynote to the art
in this book, In the fifty~three black and white cuts, drawn by
James Baaghtery‘as illustrations for selected portions of the King
James version of the 01d ?dstament, there is not a single vertical
line. It is & generally kmown law of art that & picture receives
its spiﬂtual tone from its vertical lines. All lines found in these
plctures are either curved or horizontal, holding the observer to the
earth to which they lead. Although there is a certaln power in them
they never rise shove the heeds of men., There 1s no beauty here,
Bxaggeration and contortion seem to be the chief characteristics. As
éepreaentativa of a certain type of modern art these pictures have
thelr place, but this place is not in a Bible story book for childrem.
A child would never understand the underlying symbolism nor would he
see any of the significance of the exaggerations becsuse of the horror
of the disproportioned figures. To give such pictures of Joseph and
Moses and other like characters to a child would be to rob him of his

spiritual heroes and in their places to leave hideous unreslities.






2. An Examination of the 8tyle.
a. General Literary Merit,
Since these stories are segments lifted bodily out of the
King James version of the Bible a discussion of their general literary

Emrit ' is umecessary.

be Story-Telling Methods.

As these Bible stories have not been re-writtem tut only
s6lected from the original, the selection of their incidents will be
the only point for consideration here. The author has not always
selected incidents which make & connected story. Nor are the inci~
dents which he has taken out to stand alone always capable of doing
s0. As a result, sections of this book are rather meaningless. An
outstanding illustration of these points of critlecism is in the story
of Jacodb. Only two incidents from this story have beem used. The
first is entitled “Jacob's Ladder™, the second, “Jacob's Vrestling."
There is no intimation given thatayears have pasééd between these tw
events, The first section ends with the sentence; *And he called the
name of that place Bethel"; the second begins, ™And Jacob went on his
way, and the angels of God met him.*’ A child would be lost and be-
wildered by the change of thought which follows, for, although no men-
tion of the covenant has been made in any of the previous stories,
1t 1s here mentioned by the angel with whom Jacob wrestles, and al-
though no stery of Jacob's background nor of his 8tay in Haran has
bean given, the wreétliné is followed by Jacob's presentation of his
wives and children to his brother Esau. All of these stories begin

s & ¢ & s & 9
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and end rather abruptly. The conclusions, however, are, as a rule

more satisfying than the introductions.

3. An Examinetion of the Content.

8. Appropriateness to the Age of the Child.

As this book deals with the Old-Testament herces the mate-
rial in itself is very suitable for the Junior child. The amthor,
however, has undermined the results of his own good judgment by the
omigssion of essential parts of his chosen stories. A child reading
these selections would probably throw them down in disgust at their
tantalizing beginnings to pieck up elsewhere some story which would

meet his desire for & connected narrative with a satlisfying comclusion.

b, Biblical Accuracye.

In word and detail this book is unquestionably accurate.
In spirit the opposite is true. The scope of the material shows its
chief lack, The book begins with Noah and ends with Jonah, omitting
any mention of Abraham. In the story of Noah the covenant of the
rainbow is included but the family worship at the altar is overlooked.
@hréughwt the book the great fundamental fact of God's purpose in

human history is to a great extent excluded.

4. An Estimate of the Value of This Book.
Taken as a whole, this is not a book for a child. Taken as
a whole, it has very little spiritual or moral value for any one, for
the pictures téar dom‘the atmosphere which the text does undoubtedly
creste. The author has evidently not entered into the spiritusl ex-

perienceakef the Bible himself nor has he seen their significance,
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E., Charles FPoster; The Story of the Bible,
1. An Examinstion of the Mechanical Features.

a. The Type.

The type found in this book cannot meet even the standards
set up for adnlt literature and thus comes far from satisfying the
more exacting oriteria for childrem's books. The size of the type,
although corregt for admnlts, is two'points too small for children.
Its leading and word spacing are too marrow evem for adult capacities,
Instead of employing the easily-read Roman~faged type the adf;.tor of
this book has used the small-faced “pica®. The combinatiom of all of

these deficiencies makes reading in this text a difficult process.

Y. The Organization and Attraectiveness of the Page,

Although the margins are fairly wide, the pages of this
book have an umusunally crowded appearance. There are several reagons
for this., First, as has been mentioned, the type is small, the leading
narrow, and the word spacing inadequate. Secondly, illustrations are
scattered profusely thrm;ghout 8 book already overburdemed with printed
material. This fact has necessitated the insertion of these pletures
on the same pages with the printed matter in such a way that neither
shows up to advantage. Thirdly, the headings of the divisions follow
immediately the last words of the previous sections. Finally, the
hoé.dings are both worded and arranged poorly. The book is divided
into sections corresponding in material and name to the books of the
Bible. Esch story is a compilation of a mmber of chapters supple-

hnted. by a rather ponderous heading. This heading which averages six
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to eight lines consists of chapter mmbers, superscriptions and story
dates. There is no one thing in these headings to unify the thought
and give an idea as to the central thought of the subsequent material,
These headings tend to discourage rather than encourage a reading of

the pages which follow,

¢+ The Make-Up of the Book,

The binding of The Story of the Bible is splendidly con-
structed. Bverything that contributes to the long life of a book
has been done for this one. Its seven hundred pages are strong and
yot thin enough to make comhient handling possible., Its stiff back-
boards are covered with a brown cloth, the front of which is highly
decorated. A gold priestly breastplate on the title pamel is made to
stand out in contrast to a background of Palestinian city life. Time

has proved the assertion that Foster's bindings endure.

d. The Pictorial Illustratioms.

There are three hmndred black and white cuts in this book,
very few of which can be classed as good art and very few of which give
a true interpretation of human nature or a correct interpretation of
the Biblical narrative. Very few of these pictures have any moral or
spiritual value. They are all illustrative rather than interpretive,
As illustrations they are not as a whole accurate in their presenta-
~ tion of Biblical detail and setting. The author has used no discretion
in choosing the subjects to illustrate., A great mmber of the pictures
deal graphically with the bloody scenes of both the 0ld and the New

-Testaments, Most of the pietures are by rather unknown artists such &s
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H. M, Snyder and H. Faber, None of them seem capable of procuring
any spiritual depth in their art. Many of their pictures deal With
subjects whieh in their mature would best be left unpictured in a
ehild!g book. The mechsnical execution of these cuts is falr, Taken
as a whole, the art in this book would tend to destroy the child's

conception of the beauty of God in muman character.

2. An Examination of the Style.

a. General Literary Merit.

Ho one can doubt the sincerity of Mr. Foster's attempt to
make the Bible interesting and intelligible to childrem. In his at~
tempt, hoiever, his over explanations and moralizations have taken
away the breadth and power of the original Bible story. He has tried
to adhere closely to the King James version of the Bible while adapt-
ing it to a child's vocabulary. In 80 doing, he has succeeded in tak~
ing away the strength of the old without adding any strength of his
own to the new, The following sentence shows this weakening of effect
and reveals as well his poor sentence structure:

"And we have seen how God kept his promise; for first, he

would not let Laban urt or even speak to Jacob, and now

he made Esau, that angry brother who had wanted to kill

him, feel so kindly toward him that wha% they met, he ran

to him, and wept, leaning on his neck."
Throughout the whole book the sentence and iiaragraph structure is poor.
The general impression given from beginning to end is that the author

is "writing dowx* to the understanding of the reader.

-
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be Story~Telling Methods.

Foster's stories laok esgential unity, It is difficult to
decide on i}mt basis he has chosen the incidents hé groups. They do
noi'. always deal with the same character nor do they all bear an inte-
gral relationship to the rest of the story. The frequent breaks in
the narrative for the sake of explanation and moralization do away
entirely with any effect the multiplication of incidents might have.
He never uses any of the techmical story telllng aids such as repeti~
tion or contrast. Most of the stories lack climaxes. The comclusions
are usunally weak and moralizing. There is no unifying aim or theme
for each particular story. Technically, and according to the author's

?", this is not a colleotion of short stories but one

stated purpose
long narration, showing in s long succession of events, the moving of
God in the history of mem. This theme is a good one, but because of
hls attempts to give all the facts and his efforts to explain their
significance his theme has become lost in a mass of detail whose re~-

Jationships are undisceraible,

3. An Exasmination of the Content.
6. Appropriateness to the Age of the Child,
This book is obviously written for children of the jumior
age. As it covers the emntire narrative field of the 0ld and New Testa-
ments it has included meterial in which the jumior is naturally inter=-

e 5 o * & o 2
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ested, for the herces of the Bible never ocease to charm. The liter-
ary and tecimical faults of this book, however, would probably so

hinder the child's progress and so overwhelm him with detail that he
woﬁld lay it down for something more easily read amimore grippingly

written.

b. Biblieal Accuracy.

Foster has im this volume retold all the major imcidents
of the books from Genesis through Job. With the exception of Jeremiah,
Ezekiel, Daniel, and Jonah the books of the prophets are omitted. He
follows this Old-Testament section with a brief discussion of the Inter-~
Testament period, centering his sttention on the Macoabees and Herod's
temple, Prom this bridge between the prophets and the Christ he goes
on to the story of the New Testament. Here the Gospels anﬁ Acts are
told in detail while the epistles are discussed as a group. A few
selections from the Revelation of Jokm conclude the story.

In spite of his inclusiveness and attention to detail Foster
is not altégether accurate. His own interpretation of the scriptures
is evidently such a vital part of his life that he embodies his inter-
pretations in his story as though they were stated in the Bible narra-
tive. An outstanding example of this is in the story of the beginnings,
In the telling of the sin of Adam and Eve, Foster implies that god di-
rectly told them of a Saviour who was to deliver them from their sinms.>
When Abel offers his lamb, his act is interpreted as a definite fore-

* L] * - L ] L L]
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knowledge of and belief in the atoning work of Christ Q1 Poster's
chief immsecuracy all through his work is an overemphasis on the doe-
trinal significance of events which are not so imterpreted in the

Bible itself.

4. An Estimate of the Value of This Bodk.
Beceuse of its poor type, crowded psges, bad art, snd un-
attractive arrangement of material, this book would hardly be of mmch
value as a medium through which to give the truth of the Bible to

children.

¥, GQeorge Hodges: The Garden of Eden,
. , The Castle of Zion,
When the King Ceme.

1. An Examination of the Mechanicel Features.

a. The Type.

Nothing in the way of type could be more desirable than that
found in these three companion volumes by George Hodges. It is perfect
as to size =mnd is unusually clearly printed. The leading and word
spacing meet all the requirements set up for them in the previous chap-

ter.,

be The Organization and Attractiveness of the Page.

The i;age arrangement of these books is very attractive and
restful, There 1s not the slightest appearance of crowding. The
wargins are beautifully broad. The text is composed of short para=-

® o & 0o ¢ * @9
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graphs which break the page into several parts. Every story begins
with an artistie initial letter which gives it a distinctive appear—-
ance. As each chapter is begun on a new page, portions of psges are
left empty. This gives the book an atmosphere of freedom and ease.
m titloaly are terse and interesting. The following are picked at
random from the three books: *The Battle of the lamps and Pitchersw,
“Phe Capture of the Castle®, and “The King in His Beauty.” Surely
;fter a glance ,a.tr anch titiea a child would not be content until he

had read the stories into which they lead.

¢e The Make-Up of the Book,

Although the pages of these books are of a good heavy
quality of paper the mammer in which they have been put together is
not quite so durable., Instead of sturdy cloth headbands a slim plece
of ocarboard is the only“aagmng the pages have besides the super.
Brighﬁ green imitation linen covaers are passted on the board backs.
These are attractive but not excessively dursble. The two 0ld-Testa~
ment volumes are alike in that the lettering and designing on the
front cover is done in a dsrk harmonicus shade of greem. n_th
King Came has as its cover decoration an arresting picture of Jesus
itilling the storm, The two companion volumes of the 0ld Testament
are of a slim easily-handled size. The New Testament volume is
slightly thicker and not gquite so long. Although it is not quite se
convénient or attractive a sigze, it is not ponderous nor hard to
handle. As a set, these three books are extremely attractive and

fairly durable,.
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d. The Pictorial Illustrations.

All the illustrations in the first volume, The Garden of
Eden,are drawn by Walter H. Everett. Although the six piectures in
this book are not inaaterpieces they would as a group be rated as good
art, They are interpretive as well as illustrative and have suc-
ceeded in revealing the spirit of the Bible story as well as the
facts, The mechanieal execution of these cuts is splemdid.

The art in the seecond volume, The Cast

come up to the standard set for it in the preceding book. Of the
twelve pictures found here, eleven of them are by Julius Sechmorr ven
Carolsfeld and one is by Gustave Dore. The fromticepiece by Dore,
showing the drawing of cedars for the castle, is splemdid as a keynote
to the spirit of the book, The other pictures, however, never rise
above the illustrative level. They are rather poor in their por-
trayals of character, human emotion, and the aectual life of Bible
times.

Phere have been two editions of ¥he

first edition is 1llustrated by well-kmown masters, the second by a
modern artist, Franmk C., Pape. In this first edition, Hofmamn's work
is used more frequently than that of any other artist. Gopies of the
masterpleces of such men as Raphael, LeRolle, Zimmerman, Bida, Rem~
brandt, and leonardo da Vinei are alse included. The prints are
£airly good. The art in this book would certainly emrich the lives
of the children who lived through its pages. Although the pictures
in the second edition have the added attractiveness of color, they do

not contributeso largely to the value of the book. In the first place,
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they would not, as a whole, rank well in the field of art. In the
second place, they lack depth of understanding of the character of
Jesus and of the spirit of the New Testament, They appear poverty-

stricken in contzast to the interpretive art of the first volume.

2. An Examination of the Style.

a... General Literary Merit.

These stories esimply radiate humén interest. There is a
power and breadth and Joyfulness about them sll which catches the at-
tention of any reader and would prove particularly fascimating to a
Junior child, The sentences are direct and the parsgraphs unified.
Although all the words used could be found in the average junior vo-
eabulary there is no feeling given to the reader that the author is

“gimplifying®™ a hard story.

b, Story-Telling Methods.

George Hodges tells an intensely interesting tale. His
understanding of the essentials of a good story, the interests of the
child, and the universal nature of humanity has given breadth and con-
vincingness to his stories, All of them are filled with direct dis-
course and action. The Biblical ideas eand words are translated into
modern terms understandable to the child, For example, the word
dourch is always substituted for temple, the word minister for prieat.
The feeling agaimst the Samaritan is accounted for by the faot that
"he didn't go to the same church.” Family relationships and all situa-

ﬁans are spoken of in familiar téminology. This is well illustrated
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in the story of Jacob:

“Now Rebekah had been thinking for a good while that it
would be well for Jacodb to visit his cousins, who lived in
the old country, beyond the rivers. For there was a famlly
in the neighborhood named Heth, whom lsaac and Rebekah did
not like, and they had a nugher of daughters and Jacob used
to go to gee them, It troubled Rebeikah greatly and more
than once she had said to Isasc, 'Those Heth girls worry
me almost to death, How dreadful it would be if Jacod
should marry one of them!' And Isaac said, 'Let him go
end see his cousins. A change will do him good.' 8o now,
when Jacob's behavior had displeased his father and made
his brother so angry with him that he threatened to kill
him, Rebekah felt that the time had come. She packed up
Jacob's things and sent him off for a long visit at his
Uncle Laban'si®l

The introductions to these books are brief, interesting,
and to the point. They set the stage, introduce the characters, and

make the reader eager for more, A representative one is that found

in the opening of the book, When the Ki as

"Once npon a time there was a Year One. Strangely enough
it was not the beginning of the years. The world was al-
ready very old; nobody knows how old. . . But somehow,
everything seamed to begin over that year because that was
when the King came .2

Condensation and imagination are two of Mr. Hodges' chief
gifts, These serve him well in the body ef his stories for they em-
able him to choose significant detail and present it in living form.
This can best be seen in the following:

"There was once & lad who bore the strange name of *'De-
struction and Deliverance'. » « His Father Isaiah had
gliven him this name in order that he might be a kind of
living motto, When anybody said, '"What is your namee*

and the lad replled, *Destruction and Deliverance!', the
questioner would always ask another guestion. He would

* @ . o » . *

1. The Garden of Eden, p. 39.
2. When the King Came, p. 3.



say, 'Where did you get such an extraordinary name as
that?* And the boy would answer; 'It is the subject
of one of my father's sermons. My father faya that this
nation shall be destroyed but delivered,'”

The succession of incidents always moves rapidly toward an
interesting climax. This is more true of the two 014 Testament
volumes tha.q of the New Testament one, The New Testament, in its
very nature, requires some explanation., DIr. Hodges has done this
oxplalning in a very helpful and wunobtrusive way, but in doing it
at all he has taken away the element of swift drama found in his other
books. The climsxes are well managed. They come with surprising
turns and knot the thread of narrative, His conclusions are bdbrief
and gatisfying and end, exéept in & few New Testament stories, with-

out moralization or explanation,

3., An Bxamination of the Content.

8. Appropriateness to the Age of the Child.

George Hodges knows the junior child's love for action. In
his two 014 Testament books he has not tarried om philosophizing or
objective teaching portions. In the New '.';'Weatament the teaching por-
tions are woven in very beantifully with the active situation. Any
pause for explanation is an aid to a more full entering into the life
of the story.

Hodges' choice of stories is good. The Garden of Eden in-
clndes the majorhstoriea from the Creation thrbugh David's life,

L ) L ] * . LR ] L]

1. The Castle of Zion, p. 129.



prior to his kingship. The most detailed stories are those of the
Judges whose action always appeals to the junior. ZTh o
5_193 takes up the story at the point when David as king captures
Jerusalem., It contimmes through the exciting stories of Kings and
stm:c'cmiclm and then gives extremely interesting condensations of the
stories of Ewra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Isaish, Jeremish, Ezexiel,
Hosea, and Amos. It includes detailed accounts of Daniel and Jonah.
¥hen the King Came enlarges upon t he incidents of Jesus! life just

enough to give them added story qualities and child interest.

b. Biblical Acocuracy.

Eodgha' inagouracies are not so mach misrepresentations of
spirit as of detail. As a whole, he presents the workings of God in
human history. In When the Kinz Came the saving purpose of Jesus'
life is the domiﬁa.nt £eature‘. His major inaccuracies can be grouped
as; omissions, personal interpretations given as fact, carelessness ag
to detail, and imaginative embellishments told as fact.

4 typical omission is found in the story of David's life
where Nathan tells him of his sin but not of its results., Nowhere ia
the book are the family wars which follow related to this sin.}

His persmal interpretations sometimes take the form of a
na.tura;istic explanation of miracles, He is Jjustified in holding
such opinions but not justified in stating them as though they were
parts of the Bible text. A sample of this is shown in the sentences

L ] * L L] L] L *

l. The Castle of Zion, p. 27.



which follow:

®So the sun went down and night camé on, And with the night
came the fog, and the moon . . . and the fog settled down on
the Egyptians so that they comld not see the Children of
Isrsel., . . and the clear moon shome upon them. So it was
like 2 pulgr of cloud behind them and a pillar of fire be~
fore them,*

At qtiaer times his inaceuracies take the form of obvious

although non-committal doubt of the acouracy of certain portions of

Biblical history. For instance,

“But, father, said the Hebrew children when they had heard

these stories, 'Did these wonders really happent? Did Rebu~-
chadnezzar eat grass like an ox? Did the hand write on the
wall of the palace of Belshazzar? Did the Lord deliver His
servants from the fiery furnace, and from the den of bearat®!

*ind the father said, 'Children, I was not there, and my
grandfather who told me the atories which I tell you, was
not there either. But this was trume then and it is true
today, that the Lord humbles the proud and brings down the
mighty from their seats, and saves those who trust in Him
out of all their troubles.'"?

There are other maacﬁi‘acies which do not meke a difference

in the essential message of the story and are due to carelessness

rather than to intentional revision.

An example of this is found in

the story of Joseph and his brothers., Whem the brothers see Joseph

coming afar off Hodges puts these words into their mouths:

“Come, now, let us kill him and we shall see what will be-
.come of his dreams.”

And then -~

1.
2¢
8.

"No, let us not kill him, That will do us no good. Let us
.8ell him, Ve will get some money.

e & & 2 @ o @

The Castle of Zion, p. 55,
Ibid" pi 1760
Ibid., p. 37.
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In reality they did not think of selling him until he was already in
tha pit and they saw the caravan of the Ishmaelites coming up from
Gilead. |
Other inaccuracies are due to an imaginative approach dif-

ferent from that of the Bible narrative. This is shown very well in
the story of ';&ha Little Lame Prince™., This story begins with the
words; "It was the murse's fault that the prince was lsme,” and then
goes on to tell of how he became lame, and lived on a farm, and be-
walled his condition, and wished to be in his Uncle Ishbosheth's army.
The story concludes with his admigsion into David's household. The
£inal words are these:

"Phus, at last, the dreams of the little lame prince came

true., He left the farm, and lived in the palace, and every

day dined with the king.l

Hodges inoreases the interest of his Bible stories by in-

eluding gebd historical detail. In the story of Jesus' journey to
Jerusalem when he was twelve years old, he includes the psalms which
hiatery tells us were usually sung at such a time, He describes the
steps along the way from a geographical standpoiht and makes thin trip
a living one.? He gives many such accurate geographicai and historical

touches thraugho'af these books which are very helpful and interesting.

4., An Estimate of the Value of these Books.

One child said after reading The Castle of Zionm, "My, but I
1ike that, It's interesting and I can understand it.* Such a reaction

L N ] » L L 3 . »

l. The Castle of Zion, p. 19.
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is to be expected from books like these. The human interest of the
stories could not but hold & junior child whether that child be boy
or girl, boisterous or dreamy. As ne read he would unwittingly be-
eéma econscious of the presence of God in buman life and of the cour-
age that presence brings to men. ¥hen the Kinz Came would give & child
a broad understanding of Christ and of his place in the life of today.
Although the significance of certain incidents and teachlngs is made
directly applicable to distinetly Episcopalian practices, these appli-
cations have s broader place in all Christian life.

It is a very regrettable fact tﬁat inaccuracies keep these
aplendidly‘told stéries from being wholly acceptable, There is mmch
in them to develop the spiritual and moral life of the child., 7The

spirit of Fhen

Come,a8 well as the spirit of all three books,
is exemplified in this paragraph which follows the story of the ascen-
siong |
®They fell upon their faces and worshipped the King of Glory.
Their hearts were full of faith and love and joy. He had gone

away out of sight only to retuin invisible and to sbide with
thenm and with us all forever.®

6., Jesse Lyman Hurlbut:: Story of the Bible.
1. 4n Bxamination of the Mechanical Features.,
a. The Type.
Althéugh the type for this book is of the correct size, the
editor has economized to too great an extemt on his leading and word

”® & ¢ + & & =
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spacing. This has made possible a compact and easily handled book,
but has resulted in a crowded looking page. The type is of the thin-
faced “plca™ varlety which is not easily read. A thin grey toned
page t;ﬂms the clarity from letters which in themselves would be

quite distinct,

be The Organization and Attractiveness of the Page.

The appearanceé of this book would be greatly improved if
4t included only half of its present msterial. As has beem said .
above, the pages are crowded. This is dne both to the gquantity of
story material and to the abundance of illustrations, RNumbers of
pictures have been in part cut away to give room for the text, The
pa jority of illustrations are crowded into pages of writing. To
further ecomomize on space, the width of the margins has been en-
ocroached upon, All of this, plus the fact that the paper ig of poor
quality results in an unattractive and poorly organized page.

The interest aroused by the names of the stories and the
headings of the sections in a measure alleviates the unattractiveness
of the page. The Story of the Bible is divided into seven historical
seoctioms. Each section has its own title page which mitigates to some
extent the appearance of crowding. The headings of the individusl
stories are well spaced. They have been chosen with the purpose of
attracting the child., *=The Night When a HNation Was Born®, and »The
Iast Pour Kings of Judah and the Weeping Prophet® are representative
of the groups as a whole. Some of them, such, as, "Blisha and the

Bow; =Jomah and Nineveh® lack unity but are indicative of the un-
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coardinated story which follows,

Ce The Make-Up of the Book.

The material omt of which this book is made is durable
tut not altogether attractive. The paper is flawed, thin, and grey-
ish in tome. The firm back boards are covered with a lasting guality
of cloth, varying in design with the editioen.

The construction is all that could be desired and meets the
most rigid standards 6f book binding. It is ecertainly a book that is
able to stand years of hard usage as has been seen by many long per-~

lods of testing in many homea.

d. The Pistorial Illustrations.

It is diffioult to discuss the art of this book for there
are seven imndmd fexty—aine pietorial illustrations ranging in artis-
tic value from the great masterpieces of Zimmerman and Hofmann down
to a very inferlor type of pieture drawn especially for this work.
There are & number of splendid interpretive pictures to be found here
but most of them have been spoiled by blurred printing. The great
majority of illustrations are purely illustrative. Some of them are
true to the Bible account; others lack sincerity of understanding.
There are a number of good pictures which, as a background to the
Bible stories, meke vivid Palestinian life. The fifteen full-page
colored plates painted by W. H. Margetson fulfill quite adequately
the purpose of illustrations, All other pictures are balf tone en-
gravings. In subjeot matter they are well suited to the child's inter-

est and 'andérstanding. There is no emphasis on war and bloodshed, If
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the pictures were not so blurred they would, as a whole, be very

helpful to the child.

2. &n Bxamination of the Style.

‘a. General Literary Herit.

The style of this book has a grandfatherly, conversational
tone, Bhéqur the writer feels that a word or thought needs elucida-
tion he stops in the midst of his narrative and gives an explanation.
For this reason many of his paragraphs and sentences lack unity and
forcefulness. One of the most outstanding examples of this fault is
in the following paragraph:

*Some time after this, when Esau was forty years old, he
married two wives, Though this wonld be very wicked in
our times it was not supposed to be wrong them; for even
good men then had more than one wife, But Esau's two
wives were women from the people of Ganaan, who worshipped
ldols, and not the true God. And they taught their chil~
dren also to pray to 1ldols, so that those who came from
Esau, the people who were his descendanta, lost all knowl-
edge of God, and 'ieoame very wicked., But this was & long
time after that.”

b, Story-Telling Methods,

The above gquoted paragraph also reveals Burlbut's chief
atory-telling weaknesses. It shows his lack of unity, his rambling
style, and his lack of any conception of the technical aids which
make a story readable and living.

The same faults of over-explanation, rambling, and lack of
unity are noticeable in the introductions to his etories. The sen~

* & & s o s @
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tences lack terseness and the words concreteness, The following is

illustrative of these omissionss

"ihen Paul chose to be tried before Caesar the emperor which
was his right as a Roman, it bedame necessary to send him
from Caesarea in Judea to Rome in Italy where Caesar lived.
In those days there were no ships sailing at regular times
from city to city, but people who wished to go places over
the sea waited until they could find ships with loads sail-
ing to those places., Psul and some other prisoners were
glven into the charge of s Boman cemturion or captain named
Julius, to be taken to Rome, Juliua found a ship sailing
from Caesarea to places on the shore of Asia Minor, which
would take them a part of the way to Rome. Be took Paul and
the other prisoners on board this ship, and with Paul went
his friends, Luke the doctor and Aristarchms from Thessalonica.
Perhaps Timothy also was with them, but of this we are not
c'rt&ino.l

!Bhe above paragraph is weighted down with detaile which are
indicative of Hurlbut's conscientious attempt to be accurate and inclu-
sive, There lis no unity of place or time, or situation here, The
thought is rambling and the composition involved.

It ia undoubtedly a difficult task to write a story of the
Bibvle, inciuding the major part of the narrative material without bresk~
ing it up into many small disconnected stories or uniting in one story
many unrelated incidents, The latter has been Mr. Hurlbut's famlt.
Many of his stories are mmsually well divided, but many others lack
unity., They have no climaxes toward which to move,

There is a certain “preachiness® about his conclusioms.

The story of Jonah ends; ®So the book of Jonsh shows God as 'Our
Heavenly Fathér.'*a The congclusion to the story of Simeon and Anna

. L] L] - L . »
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reads; "Phms early in the life of Jesus God showed to a few that this
little child shouddbecome the Saviaér of His people and of the world,»!
And yet, the sincerity of purpose, the simplicity of telling, and the
trﬁth of what is told gives a value to these little sermons vhiéh,

teclmically, should be omitted.

3. An%xamination of the Content.

a. Appropriateness to the Age of the Child.

Because this book was written before the days of graded
cmreh school literature, Hurlbut states that this is the book for
young and old.z In reality he has chosen his material in view of
the interests and understandings of the junior child. The seope of
material is large. It covers in detailed story-form the main narra-
tive sections of the‘old Teatament from Genesis through Eather., It
touches very briafly on Job -and Jeremish, in more detail on Daniel and
Jonah, and then mentions in their setting, the three prophets, Haggai,
Zachariah, and Malachi. The New Testament, through the Acts is fully
presented. Paul's Epistles are included, in brief, in the story of
his life. The book closes with a glimpse of the Holy City., All in-
cidents are concrete enough to be entered into by the child's imagina-
tion, Bible phraseology is not avoided but explained in terms of the
familiar, This making meaningful of Biblical terminology is one of
the chief contributions of this book. If the child could be led to
read the book through, these prlanatie:ia would be of great moral and

o & & @ & o @
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spiritual value teo him,

b. Biblical Accuracy.

As a" vhole, Burlbut has been accurate in his rendering of
Biblical detail, historical detall, and the larger spiritual truth
of the Bible. Inaceuracies are few, but they do occur. A representa-
tive onﬁ is,

"How anxious the mother and sister were as they saw the
.1little ark floating sway from them on the river,.®

These inaccuracies are very infrequent but the faet thét they are

present cannot be overlooked.

4. 4n Estimate of the Book.

It is a regrettable fact that the mechanics and style of
this book come between the reader and the really valusble plece of
wéxk which Mr, Hurlbut has done. These storles hold the interest to
a certain extent because of their sincerity and the value of details
with which they deal, The Story of the Bible would be useful as a
source book for teachers who desire background material for their
Bible stories, bﬁt as a children's book, it lacks the power of a well
told story and the inspiration of an uninterrupted experience with the

friends of God.

H. Macmillan; The Little Children's Bible
The Older Children's Bible

1. An Examination of the Mechanical Features,
a. The Type.
The iype of The Older dren's Bible is correct as to size

¢ 5 & & 0 o
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but its leading and word spacing are marrow. The type in The Little
Children's Bible, although larger than that found in its compsnion
volume, is éntirely too small for a child under eight years of age.
I;ﬁ's leading and word spacing are inadequate alasc. The type in both

books is heavy, clear, and very readable.

b. The Organization and Attractiveneass of the Page.

The pages of these books are smaller than the average, The
margins are narrow., 9Since their material is given in short sectioms
the pages are overloaded with story headings., 4s a result they have a
"choppy™ appearance. The titles are almost entirely factwal, such as;
"iartha and Mary® or “The Golden Calf,® On that account they do mot

éontri‘mta much éowaré. inereasing the interast of the reader,

¢. The Make-Up of the Book,

Both of the bocks are besutifully and durably constructed,
Good, substantial covers are bound over heavy paper of excellemnt
quality. All the mechanics of binding have been excellently carried
out. The back boards are covered with a medium blue fabric. The titles
are printed in large simple black letters which give the covers a ger-
tain dignity and poise. The books could well be msed umtil the child

nas no more need of a “ohildren's Bible.®

d. The Pictorial Illustrations,
The xynajority‘ of pictures in these volumes are pencil sketches

made by A, R. Dixon. 8 there are twelve

cuts in all, three of these being colored, In the Little Children's
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Bible there are six black and white and four colored plates. Inside
the covers and on the fly-leaves of the latter book are silhouette
drawings of imaginary scenes from Jesus*' childhood.

These pen-and-ink arawings are purely illustrative and al-
though they are quite accurate as to detail and give the child a fair
idea of the background and costuming of the period, they womld not
rank as pieces of art. The colored pictures in The Older Children's
Bible are inferior in quality to the sketches, and the coloring i=s
énghﬂ,x overdone. The colored plates in The Little Chilirent's Bible
are far superior to the ones mentioned above, One is of the birth of
Jesus, one of His childhood, and one of His blessing the little chil-
dren, Since small children love plctures of other children and since
these delicately colored prints have a Joyful child-like spirit about

them, they would be very much loved by any young owner of this book.

2+ An Examination of the Style.
8. General Literary Merit,
Since these books are entirely composed of unaltered selec-
tions from the King James®' Version of the Scriptures there is no need

to discuss their literary merit.

b. Story-Telling Methods.
The express purpose of the editors of these two volumes is
not to give a story book to the child but to provide a book of Bible

passages suitable for use with children in schools. This purpose must

be kept in mind as these books are judged agcording to striet story-
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telling standards.

The Older Children's Bible is divided imto four main sec-
tions: Part I -~ “The Story of the Lord Jesus®, Pert II -- *The

Story of His People”, Part III =- "The Song Book of the Lord Jesus®,
and the Eyilegue. J W

" Id the first part the material is grouped topically under
such titles ss: ™The Story of Christmas®, "Days in the Life of Jesus®,
*Parables”, “The Teaching of Jesus About God®, ™Phe Death and Resur-
rection of Ja;m", "The inecidents or ’ceaohingé under each of these are
simply put down without any effort to merge them into a connedted
story. The mere arrangement of material, however, gives its own story
effect. Part 1I is simply a list of 0ld-Testament stories in chrono-
logical order. Part III is a collection of psalms with a selection from
the Apoorypha and Isaiaﬁ included. The Epilogue consists of short
selactions cancarning the New Creation. If somehow these stories comld
have been more closely knit together their appeal would have been

gtrengthened.

The Little Children's Bible is divided into séven parts:
*The Story of Christmas™, ®™Stories that Jesus Would Learn From His

Mother®, “Phe Baptism®, ™“Kind Deeds of Jesus®, ®Stories Told by
Jéans"; *Phe Death and Resurrection of J esus“; "éed, the Father and
" His World®, and "fhe New Heaven and the New Earth.* The arrangement
in these sections, although briefer, is similar to that of The 0lder
dren's B » The headings for the smaller sections in this book
are in italies rather tham in capitals so that the material here has

the effeot of being more conmected.
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The introductions, succeessions of incidents, climaxea, and
conclusions are as simple, direct, and foreeful as those of the Bible

itself.

3., An Examination of Content.

&. Appropriatemess to the Age of the Child.

Q;xeae books have been put together by members of the fam—~
bridgeshire Education Committee for the schools of that vieinity.
Care has been taken in the selection of material for these books to
insure selections suitable to child interests and comprehension. With
the exception of a few verses from Romans which are included in the
final story of “A New Heaven and a New Barth", their choioces were well

made.

be Biblical Agouracy.

The only possibility of Biblical inscouraey in these books
is in the selection of material. It is stated in the preface that it
is not their purpose to give the whole Bible and tims take the place
of the Bible itself, but to lead the ehild "to®life~long love of the
Christian story and the word of God.®* To ald in this, the direct
Biblical reference is given at the end of every selection.

Bible givea a comprehensive view of the

life of Jesus. 1t includes the major incidents from the lives of the
patriarehs and the ma jor events of the Exodus and wilderness experiemnces
of the Israelites. Only a few stories are told from Numbers and Joshua.

.« & & o & & 2
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The Judges receive detailed treatment, Ruth, Sammel, David, and Sol-
omon are quite fully dealt with. In *The Song Book of the Lord
Jesus® mﬁw psalms and nine selections from Isaiah, the story of
éroaﬁion trom @Genesis, and the"Song of the mhrée Holy aildran"from
the Apoorypha are given. One wonders why this latter selection is
inclnded when nature psalms of this type are found in the Bible it~
self. An interesting group of selections from Revelation, Romans,

1 Corinthians and Matthew close the book. They deal with the New
i’#reatian, its patience, Joy, and ever-present Saviour, ending with
the triumphant note of assurance for all Christians. *"Lo, I am with
you all the days, even unto the end of the werld.”l

g has a mach ﬁom limited range

The birth and childhood
of Jesus are the only detailed accounts given from the New Testament,
A small groui: of miracles, parables, and teachings are included in
brief, Selected incidents from'the passion, resurrection, and appear=-
ances conclude the story of Jesus' earthly life. In the section en-
titled, "Stories that Jesus Would Learn from His Mother®, the material
is chiefiy concerned with the children of the 0ld Testament. One
psalm is introduced in the section, ™God and His World™. ™"Phe Songs
of the Three Holy Children™ are included here also. Ehe conclusion of

this book is idemtical with that above,

4+ An Estimate of these Books,.
As selected portions of Soripture rather than Bible stories,

‘e 5 4 & ¢ &
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these béo]m are of great value. There is one danger, however, in
their very name for, although the Bible references are given and ex-
planations made, the title, The Children's Bible could well comnote
té the child the idea that this is the entire Seoripture, This can

be guarded asgainst by careful supervision by parents and teachers.

1. Prences Jenkins Olcott: Bible Stories to Read and Tell.
1. 4An Bxamination of the Mechanical Features,
8. The Type.
The type in this book is of the correct size, but the lead-
ing and word spacing are small, The print is very clear and easily

read.

b. The Organization and Attraotiveness of the Page.

The margins of these pages are fairly wide. The print of
the divisibn headings is too heavy for the narrow space left for them.
The large divisions of the book are separated by title pages whose
printing is &oco florid for beauty., The titles such as, "The First
Rainbow® and *The Witch of Endor" are well chosen and adequate.

. e

¢e The Make-Ulp of the Book.

Although its super is not strengthened by headbands its
cover is composed of a very sﬁbstantial board encased in a dark blue
fabric. The cover title and design are printed in gold, The pages
are of strong though thin paper. The latter fact makes it possible

for this to be a medium sized, easily-handled volume.
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d. Pictorial Illustrations.

) The eight pictures here found are painted by Willy Pogany.
In spite of the fact that they are beautifully printed and colored,
they lack the essential gualities of good art. True to the actual
datails of the Bible story, they miss the spirit. They are neither
true to the costume of the time mor to the social or geographical
background of the people. They are not sound in their interpretation
of human nature amd tend to bring forth a reaction of amsement rather

than of appreciation on the part of the observer.

&. An Examination of the Style.
a. General Literary Merit.
As these stories have been selected from the King James!
Version of the 014 Pestament, with only slight and infrequent varia-
tion of words, a discussion of general literary merit is obviously

unnecessary.

b. Story-Telling Methods.

If it were not for the grouping of materials this book would
be more of & collection of incidents than of Qtoriea, for Oleott has
treated every individmal incident as a unit, Units related to each
other through situation or character are arranged under a single title,
An outline showing this a.rrangeinant is here shown.

Jacob's Twelve aonsl

Joseph's Dreams

How Joseph Was Sold into Egypt
How Pharaoh's Butler and Pharoah's Baker Dreamed Dreans

2 & & & & o
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How Pharach Dreamed a Dream

The Mighty Buler of Egypt

The Brethren Bow Down to Joseph

The Stramge Money in the Mouths of the Sacks

How Benjamin Went Down Into Egypt

The Silver Oup in the Corn

»] am Joseph your Brother Whom You Sold Into Egypt®

Some of thoée sub-divisions are complete stories in them-

selves with introductions, progression, climaxes, and conclusicns,
while others are treated merely as incidents. Inasmmch as the stories
and incidents are in the Bible lamguage they are forceful and moving.
At times the omission of a Biblic2l incident in a story has strength-

ened its appeal to the child, at other times it has weakened it.

3. 4An Examinatién of the Content.

8. Appropriateness to the Age of the Child.

In the selection of her stories Olcott has catered to the
Junior child's natuial desire for the heroic. She has attempted to
add spiri'tual value to this heroic by selecting key verses for every
main story and placing these verses on the title pages of those stories.
These key verses in the majority of cases are taken from the psalms and
lead to an appreciation of the psalms as well as to an enrichment of
the narrative portions, In spite of thg denger of becoming abstruse
in this presentation of thenght she has, in most cases, succeeded in
choosing materials in which the abstract is translated into conerete
ma.gery.

The chief opening for criticism and at the same time the
main point for approbation is te be found in the groups of Biblical

references at the end of every story. These references give sugges-



tions for further reading of related stories and passages, which
because of lack of spacé have been omitted from this volume. is a
whole the story suggestions wWould prove very interesting and stimm-
lating to the junior. Hany references to verses in the New Testament,
however, touch on symbolic and theological interpretations which are

beyond the child's interest and comprehension.

b. Biblical Accuracy.

8ince these sre selected and not re~told stories the only
method of judging their Biblical accuracgy is to note their inclusions
and omissions. As has been mentioned above, each story ends with
suggestions for further reading., This makes it possible for this
book to lead to,1if not actially to include, almost the whole of the 0ld ~
Testament . and related portions of the New. Another valusble and un-
usual feature of this book is its inclusion of a group of laws from
the Book of the Covenant.

There are, however, a few inaccuracies of emphasis. The
story of Balaam, for instance, lays its chief stress on the speaking
of the ass and includes only a reference to Balaam blessing the chil-
dren of &od.l Another critieism which sheuid be mentioned here is
the faet that mach material is taken out of its context. This is
especlally true of the prophets.
| Although the prophecies sre out of their context, they are
splendidly arranged and show in chromological order the life of Christ
as foretold by the 014 Testament seers.

® & & & 9 ¢ @
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4. An Estimate of the Book.
In its Biblical accuracy and its provision for further
Bible study on the part of the child this book is splendid. 1Its il-
lustrations and certain other related incidents lower to a certain

extant its possibilities of usefulness.

Jo Maud and Miska Petersham; The Christ Child,
1. An Examination of the Mechanical Features.
a, The Type.
The type in this lovely child's book is beautifully clear

and broad-faced. I1te leading and werd spacing are execeptionally wide,

b. The Orgenization and Attractiveness of the Page.

The pages of this book are most umasual, They are large
and very white. All the space up to the margins is filled in with a
soft, light grey upon which are found both the piotures and the print—
ing. Some pages are devoted emntirely to the printed material, some
entirely to illustrative material, snd some have a ¢ambination of both,
Every page is a work of art. The grey baokground seems to make the

text and pictures one. There is a guiet restfulness about it all,

6o The Make-Up of the Book.

The pages are made of an exceptionally fine quality of paper,
but the cardboard cover, with its thin cloth backing, is not durable.
m:e' super is not firmly attached, nor has it headbands, The book is

%;:rz 8lim and 5. little larger and wider than the aversge sheet of

%’ygmitiag paper. It is an attractive size for a small child.



d. The Pictorial Illustrations.

This book is fall of starsy small ones especially designed
for a blue night, or a black night, or a corner of the sky; & bright
one which is found in a well; and a large, soft blue one which fills
the earth and sky with its glory.

 This book is filled with birds; birds which fly around
Mary's head as she is grinding her meal, which bow in submission at
her feet as she listens to the angel's words about the coming king,
which encircle the three as they go to the temple, which perch on the
arm of the little Lord Jesus and fly around Him when He plays. 4s
the Christ child moves about His home with His eyes upon the future,
they £1y in line with His vision. As He sits upom the top of a high
hill and looks out into & spacious world, they turn and wait to do
His will, for they are ready to go with Him anywhere.
| This book is filled with sheeps They are in the field
with the shepherds, They come to worship at the manger, They nestle
close to lMary's feet as she holds the badby Christ., They play with
Jesus in the fields. The little black one stays very close to Him.
V This book is full of love: the birds' love for Mary, Mary's
love of God, Joseph's love of the Virgin and the parents® love for
their child. Here also is the wise men's love, the shephoré.'s love,
Simeon's love, and the’ love of the mangér animals for the little
Gnrist child,

This book is full of worships Geod is on every page. He is
in the heart of the Virgin. She worships in perfect submission and

receives His words. He is in the Christ, for this tiny child is the
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mi.shty God and the Prince of Peace. The radiance from the‘ little
boy is over a1l and brings to Him the worship of the shepherds and
the worship of the sheep and the worship of the three wise men. It
also brings the thoughtful adoration of the mother who keeps these
things in her heart.

This book is full of the Christ childs Before He is borm
He is here‘j in the thoughts of Bis mother, Before He is bora the
world prepares for His coming. When He comes, His glory £1lls the
gtable; His heralds awaken the stars and take the shepherds from their
watoh, 39; is the center of His motherts life and of old Simeon's
praise. He mokes the temple beautiful. He disturbs an earthly king.
To worship Him men travel from the ends of the earth and His parents
leave their land. He is the center of His father's shop and the
amagement of the doctors. His vision goes to the ends of the earth,
His is a life of perfect submission and in His submission this Jesus
inereases in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.,

By the vividness of color, by a semi-naturalistic, semi-
mpreasianiatie conventionalized type of art these things are ghown.
The whole is tinged w‘ith Russian tradition. In spite of all these
seeming inconsistencies the spirit and the heart of the Christmas
story is preserved and given to the child in such a bright, unmistak=-
ably reverent way that he cannot but come to the manger to worship

with the rest.

2. An Examination of the Style.
The simple and beautiful story of Jesus is here told in the

Bible words. A discussion of style is therefore umnecessary.
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3. An Examination of the Content.

8. Appropriateness to the Age of the child.

The Christmas story is the favorite of all small children,
eemequémly this book is likely to be a favorite with them. Chil-
 dren love stars, birds, sheep, mothers, fathers, babies, and childrem,
especially when these are shown in soft, bright colors, The Christ-
mas story ‘alwaya has an appeal to the child. This appeal 1s rarely
stronger than when this story is told in the direst, rhythmic sentences

of the Bible text.

bs Biblical Acouracy.

' The Bible text is here divided into seven parts, *The
Préphncx", *The Babe™, "The Shepherds™, “In the Temple®”, *The Wise
Men", The Flight Into Bgypt®, snd “The Child.® The text itself is
acourate. The referemces for the prophecies are given. Because of
the familiﬁri%y of the Matthew and Iuke accounts ne references are in-

cluded for the actual Christmas story.

4. An Bstimate of the Book.
Because the child womld love it as a book, wonld love it as
a set of pictures, would love it as a storﬁ and through it would love
the Christ éhild and wership at His feet, this book would be the ideal

gift for a Christmaes moraing.

K. Henry A. Sherman and Charles Foster Kent; The Childrents Bible.
1. An Examination of the Mechanical Features,
8. The Type.

The size of the type and the spacing of the words in this book



- 8G =™

meet the standards of measurement set up for them. The leading is
only about two-thirds as large as it should be. The clarity and
breadth of the type, however, alleviate any difficulties which might

aﬁyth@ﬁiﬁ:;aﬁ” from this fanlt.

'h. The Organization and Attractiveness of the Page.
ku@kﬁﬂa pages are large and their margins are wide. The head-
ings are ‘s@;a and well spaced., The paragraphs are of suéh a lemgth
that they break the page at freguent intervals but do not give it &
fragmentary appearance. The titles are simple, interesting, and sig-
” nifieant of the material Whiehwis to’ follow. “The ééaurage of Four
Captives®, *How to Pray®, "Why Paul Went to Macedonia® are representa-

tive,

¢+ The Make-Up of the Bosk.

‘With heavy, easily turned pages and an exceptionally splen-
a1 cover, this book would bid fair to last the spen of ohildhood if
its construction were better; The book opens beautifully and its
pages hold together comparatively well, however, in apite of the fact
that it lacks the added support of headbands which it decidedly needs

becanse of its sige.

4. 7The Pictorial Illustrations.

Beauty is the keynbte of this volume, struck particularly
by the pici:ures. A few of them, such as Zimmerman's "Christ and the
Fishermen®, Riviere's, "Daniel's Anawer to the King*, L'Hermitte's

"Among the Lowly*, and Von Uhde's, *The Testing of Abraham's Faith®,
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rank among the masterpieces of Biblical art. 4ll illustrations in~
cluded would be considered good, although their depth of character

is knot sufficient to allow them to stand with the very greatest. For
the purpose of interpreting the beauty of the Bible to the child,
however, they could hardly be surpassed. Among the colored prints

are a dogzen exquisite Taylor plotures, three excellent paintings by
George Herbert Moore, and a beautiful copy of LtHermitte's “Among the
Lowly". Tissot, Von Unde, Vriendt, Ryland, Riviere, Norman, Zimmerman,
Geroms, Siemeradsiki, Moore, Slade, Girardet, and Raphael are the
artists represented among the umcolored half-tones included here. All
of these pictures are shown in large, full-psge cuts of excellent exe-
" oution. The book would almost be worth purchasing purely for its
art's sake, for these pictures would give to the éhild a high concep~
tieﬁ of the majesty and love of God and wonld bring to him a realiza-
tion of the beauty, poise, snd strength which God imparts to those who

love and worship Him,

2, An Examination of the Style.

a. General Literary Value.

Unlike most Bible story books this is neither a retelling
nor a re-arrangement of some previously translated texts, but a fresh
transiation of Bible selections chosen especially for the child., It
is simple, yet stimmlating, No attempt has been made to put it into
.wrda of one syllable, It bas enough unfamiliar idioms in it to pro-
vide room for growth and yet not enough to keep the child from emjoy-

ing and understanding its pages. Although it is a moderm translation
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it has not been put into free speech but resembles the American

revised version in its phraseology. The wording is splendidly suited
to the ¢hild and meets the higheat literary standards. The simplicity
and sincerity of the translation give it a breadth and power which is

umusual.

b. Story-Telling Methods.

s Bible is divided into two main divisionss

The 01d and the New Testaments. The incidents within these two sec-
tions follow each other, each with its own title, with no main head-
ings to unite related portions or to separate those which are unre=-
lated. A child might object to the brevity of some stories, for with-
out elaboration some of these smaller sections do not give room for
the full development of all their story possibilities. The introduc~
tions, succession of incidents, climaxes, and conclusions have the

simplicity and force of the Bible itmelf.

3. An Examination of Content.

8. Appropriateness to the Age of the Child,

The material from the 0ld and New Testaments has been selected
after twe#ty-five years of careful observation as to what portions are
interesting and helpful to childran.l As a whole, an excellent and
very full selection has been made., There are a few omissions which,
in view of child interests, seem somewhat strange. For example, the

. & & & ® o+ 9
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part played by Jael in the story of Deborah is omitted; in the story
of Gideon the fascinating details of the fleece are not presented;

as the story of Christ's trials ls told, Peter's denlals are not men-
tioned; Cornelius' vision is narrated, but fefer's is not given.

The fact that an effort has evidently been made to keep this work
from assuming bulky propertions may account in part for these omis-

sions, but the basis for them is difficult to determine.

b, Biblical dccuracy.

Although not acourate as to exact words, this translation is,
as a whole, true to the original in thought and spirit. & child who
finished this book would have bacome familiar with many portions of
the Seoripture which are as a rule never read by childremn. A highly-
cut but beautifully-arranged story of Job is given with the essential
portions of the outstanding speeches réprodnoed in poetry. Twenty
of the Psalms are translated and arranged as sepasrate poems. An objec-
tion might be raised on the part of some to the fact that these famil-
iar psalms are in slightly different phraseology from that used in the
standard versions. Nevertheless, the translations given are clear as
to thought:

*1 will 1lift up my eyes to the hills; from whence comes my help?
.My help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you does not
slumber; 1
Behold, he who keeps Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps.”
A great number of splendid proverbs are inéluded in groups under such

. @ & 3 & & o
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headings as "The Rewards of Listening to the Advice of the Wise»,
wihat God Likes and Dislikes®, ®The Trouble of Those Who are Lazy",
end "The Comtrol of the Temper.* Besides the stories of Paml's
life, portions of a great mumber of his epistles have beem included
in their historical setting. These do not usually give the central
thought of the epistle as a whole, but represent some phase of every-
day Christism life which could prove imspiring to the child. A fair
example of this is found in the treatment of the Epistle to the
Romans. The main portion included is from the twelfth and thirteenth
chapters, which, of course, do not give the cemtral message of the
bock but which comprise its practiecal application.

p avoids all mention of Jewish ceremonial-~

ism, OF eburae a child cannot wholly understand the significance of
ceremonials but a complete ignoring of the field robs the child of
ideas which will grow in significance as his understanding broadens.
| Good conduot teachings are everywhere included, The re-

sults of such sins as the child can comprehend are recorded. Others
are either omitted or told with great reserve., Christ as Saviour is
everywhere a part of the message, The moat serious fault this book
possesges is its lack of Biblical references. No child could inde-
pendently find in his real Bible the stories, psalms, and passages
included here, There is a great danger that this omission of refer-
ences will lead the child to believe that this fragmentary and fairly
free translation is the complete Bible. The very title of the book

would support this belief.
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4. An BEstimate of this Book.

The material, construction, art, literature, and content of
this book unite in giving the child a lofty and powerful concept of
@od in human experience. It would be loved and read by any child
and wonld tims bring that child into persomal contact with much
spiritual .food which is not usually included in his training. Its
value would be increased many times if by the use of references it

led the child from this splendid book to the Bible itself.

L., Alfred Skrenda and Isabel Juergens; Mimmte Stories from the
Bible,

1. An Exsmination of the Mechanical Features.

&. The Type.

The wmusual arrangement of this book necessitates very small
and e:owde%d, type. The book consists of one lmndred fifty stories,
each illustrated by a pen and ink drawing. Every sf.ory with its il-
lustration takes up only one page. The printing is within the line
which frames the picture and covers that portion of the drawing in
which there are no figures, Thus the letters which are heavy, black,
and rather 1rregdlar are so small and crowded that reading is diffi-

cult.

be The Orgenization and Attractiveness of the Page.
As has been mentioned above, the stories and their pictures
together form one unit. BEverything on the page except the book title

and page number is inclosed within the black line which frames the
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pieture and stor&. BEach story has a title printed in large attrac-

tive letters. The margins are wide. The combination of all these

things makes for a very interesting page.

¢. The MNake-Up of the Book,.

This book with its bright green cover and black and silver
title plaie is very attractive, neat, and compact in appearance, but
is not above the average in the durability of its binding. The gual~
ity of its backing is not of the best and its super is not finished
with head bands, Its paper is heavy and lasting. The whole long,

broad compact volume is of a very convenient size.

4. Piletorial 1llustrations.

As there are one mmndred fifty stories in this collection
there are cne hundred fifty pictures. These are . wsually illustra-
tive and deal, to a large extent, with physical prowess. They rarely
raise the spirits of the reader above the mmmen level. They are
beautifully printed and although they would be considered rather good
drawings they do not have those qualities of greatness which make art
lasting. A child would enjoy them for a time but would soon grow
weary of their sameness., They are fairly acourate in all respects,
Bibllcal, historical, and geographical. They would, however, have mo
jarticular influence in the child's spiritual and moral life, for they

neither challenge nor lead te waréhip.

2. An Bxamination of the Style.
&. General Literary Merit.

BExtreme condensation is the keymote to the style of this
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book. A remarkable amount of material has been placed in a remark-
ably small place. The menner is direct and forceful. All ummeces-
sary detail is omitted. The stories are fairly effective although
not so mch so as the originals in the Bible text. The sentences

and paragraphs are of fairly good construction btmt the words are quite

frequently beyond the comprehemsion of the aversge child.

be Story-Telling liethods.

As the name of the book implies, all stories are very brief,
The best way to show the general method of attack, condensation, and
development generally used will be to give one of these stories in
full. *The Story of the Patriarch Abreham® follows;

*The voice of the Lord came to Abraham, a descendant of Noah,
and said to himg ‘'Take your wife, Sarah, and your nephew,
Lot, and go forth from your father's house into a far country
where I purpose to create a new nation from your children,'

%ind Abrabam obeyed and set out knowing not where he was go-
ing, but trusting in the voiee of the Lord. They journeyed
many days toward the south until they reached a fertile val-
ley.

*Now Lot was very rieh; and so was Abraham, and their many
bherdsmen began to gquarrel over the pastureland. So Abraham
said:s *Let us not have atrife for we are kinsmen.,' And he
left Lot in Sodom and Jjourneyed forth again until he reached
the land of Canaan. There the voice told him that the land
as far aseye could see should belong to him and that his
descendants should bhe as numerous as the stars of heaven.

#This prophecy seemed impossible of fulfillment to Abraham,
for Sarah, his wife, had no children., But he trusted in the
word of the Lord. One day as he rested in his tent from the
noontide heat three strangers approached. And as he arose
to entertain and refresh them, they said; 'Sarah is to bear
you a son.'

“Now, Abraham was a mndred years of age, and Sarah too, was



full of years, but the prophecy was fulfilled, and when
the ohild was born they called him lsase,

{The Story of the Patriarch Abraham is from iha
014 Testament -- Genesis XII, XIII, XVIII)®

Because of their condensation, there is no room in these stories for
the development of character or for progress toward an effective cli-~
max. 4 jtgnior would find them interesting to pick up and read but
yonld not . lose himself in them as he would in longer stories. The
picture on every page would continme to attract him, even when the
stories did not appeal. 8ince these stories are writteam for adults as
well as children, a certain degree of complexity is to be expeoted.
The Biblical references included after every narrative might possidbly
lead the child to read the Bible itself. This is one of the authors®

stated purposes.

3¢ An Examination of Content.

a. Appropristemess to the Age of the Child.

Every story is centered around some heroic personality. At
times the heroism is moral and at times physical. The one hundred
fifty stories cover the outstand ing narrative incidents of Genesis
and Exodus. They give a few from Numbers and Judges and concentrate
again on the period of the Kingé. Rehemiah, Eéther, Job, Daniel, and
Jonah are the last of the Old Testament stories dealt with, The out-
standing incidents of the life of Christ are told in condensed form.
In the Acts, Pentecost, Stephén, and Philip are omitted while only
one incident from each of Paul's missiomary journeys is given. The
book ends with Paul in Rome.

® 8 s ¢ & s

1. P. 16,



The stories are, es a whole, fairly accurate as to Biblical
detall but the omission of any idea of Christ as Saviour reveals an
inadequaté concept of the Seriptural message. The follpwing parae=
graph out of the life of Paul shows very clearly the author's opiniton
as to thek peésm end wrk of Christ,

“After sailing for several months Paul came to Rome where
he remained for two years, urging all who would hear hinm,
both Jew and Gentile, to follow the teachings of Jesus of
Nazareth,™

4, An Estimate of the Book as a Whole,

This book is unique but it remains to be seen how permanent
it will be., Without depth of character to the art, without depth of
feeling to the stories, and without an adeﬁuate messags, it can hardly

take a mmjor place in the Christian literature of childhoods

M, Nora A. Smith: 0ld, 0ld Tales from an 0ld, 0ld Book,
l. An Examination of the Mechanical Features,

8+ The Type.

Although these "0ld, Cld Tales" are set up in type which is
correct as to size, it does not haye wide enough leading or word
spacings The print is good and clear,

be The Organization and>Aitractiveness of the Page.

The pages of this book would be more attractive if the mar-
gins were slightly broader, There appearance is improved by welle
spaced story headings and well divided paragraphs. Each story has a

[ 4 * [ ] L] L J -

1. Pe. L60.



kmain and a sub-title, The main titles as a rule consist of the names
of a hero and an explanatory phrase such as, "Abraham, the Friend of
Gpd",’”losaph, the Dreamer”, "Joshua, the Genmeral", The sub-headings
also are imteresting, The sub~titles to "Samuel, the Last of the

Judges”, are "The Child of Prayer”, and "The Listener,"

ce* The Make=Up of the Book,.

The pages and the cover of this book are all of excellent
material, They are firmly bound together in a manner which bids fair
to dast a child's life,

de Pictorial Illusirations.

Out of the nineteen full-page half-tones in this volume, eleven
are by Tissoit, three by Michelangelo, two by Dore, one respeciively
by Murillo, Reynolds, and an unnamed artist, The above names speak
~ for themselves as to the type of art found here, Tissot strikes the
middle note between the‘interpretive art of Michelangelo and the
illustrative pictures of Dore, The prints are clear and well executed,
They would be a great help to the child in bringing him into the

atmosphere of the Biblical narrative,

2. An Examination of the Style.
a, General Literary Merit,
This style is too rambling to be forceful, The sentences
are rather long and involved and the paragraphs are frequently not
unified. The language is an attempt to keep the phraseology of the

Eing James®' Bible in an enlarged imaginative seiting, As a .conssquence
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of this effort, many words sound pedantic,

b, Story-Telling Methods.
A representative introduction is the following:
"In the strange mysterious land of Egypt where Abraham so-
journed in his youth, where Jacob lived in his old age.
where Joseph rose from slave to governor, there floating
in the sacred Nile we find the infant Moses in his tiny boat
of bulrushes, Hore than two centuries have passed since
the death of the great Zaphnath-Paneah, revealer of secrets,
and another Pharaoh sits om the throne, a king who knew
not Joseph, as the 0ld Tale tells UBeessees™d
Moses is kept floating in the sacred Nile for another page and a half
while the reader is taken on a tour to discover the historical backe
ground of his plight, The average introduction is gimilarly ranbling
and indirect,

The succession of incidents, in the varlous stories, receives
much the same treatment., Although they are presented in Bibliecal
phraseology, they are covered with excess detall which takes away from
the force of the original writing. Direct discourse is rarely found,
The technical aids of repetition and comtrast are almost never used,
There 1s a samenesd ahoﬁt every paragraph,  Never is there a swift
movement or a sudden turn of events. Thus, any possibility of a
forceful climax is removed,

The conclusions are the best portions of the books They are,
as a whole, brief and successful in winding up the unwound threads of
narration,

® & & & & 2 5 5

l. P. 96,



The stories as a whole are unified in their main develop-
ments, but these developments are so obscured by "atmosphere” and
"hackground” that the reader has great difficulty-in following the

central thought.

3. An Examination of the Content,

as Appropriateness to the Age of the Child,

The author has put her emphasis upon the heroem of the books
of Genesis, Exodus, Joshua, I and II Samuel, and the Kings. She also
tells stories of Balaam, Gideon, Jotham, Samson, Esther, Jeremiah, and
Daniel, A group of Psalms is included in connection with David and a
group of proverbs in the story of Solomon. She has told no story which
would not be of vital interest to the hero-loving junior, She has
failed td re-tell a number of autstanding junior stories but cannot be
expected to incorporate all the narrative material of the Bible in one

book, if that book is to maintain reasonable proportions.

b. Biblical Accuracy.

A certain amount of elaboration of background and mental
states is permissible if it is in keeping with the facts and spirit
of the story. The background of these stories is not actually inac-
curate, but it does detract from the spirit of the original,

Gertain facts are definitely inaccurate, some by omission,
some by misrepresentation, and some by carelessness, The significance
of the Passover ceremony is overlooked im the following loosely=cone

gtructed description:



- 99 =

" ees For the Lord had commanded Mosew to mark their doore

posts in a certain way so that the dewtroying angel might

gee and pass over them,"
Jeremiah is misrepresented byAthe use of that oute-worn phrase, "the
iaeping prophet.”z The giving of the ten commandments is inaccurate
because of lack of attention to detail. Such minor inaccuracies are
found scattered throughout the book. Nothing, however, is oute
standingly incorrect nor definitely apposed to the spirit of the

Scriptures,

4. An Estimate of the Book,

The atmosphere of this book is that of a story within a
story, The constantly recurring phrase "as is told in the 01d, 01d
Story Book"” is a constant reminder that these are not first-hand ex-
perienceas. This throws a shadow of unreality over the events, This
fact, combined with the poor sentence and paragraph structure, the
verbosity, and the poor story development, is a hindrance to the
effectiveness of the really good material to be found in this

excellently illustrated, well«bound book,

Ne Eva March Tappan: An 0l1d, 0ld Story-Book,
1, An Examination of the Mechanical Features,
as The Type.
The type in this book measures up perfectly to the standards
set for it in the discussion of criteria, Its size, leading, and word

1. P. 109,
2. P, 412,
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spacing are absolutely correct and its broad Roman-faced letters make

" reading very easy.

b. The Organization and Attractiveness of the Page,

Here one finds the arrangement of the pages very pleasing,
The margins are wide and the divisions well-spaced, Related incie
dents, each with a heading, are grouped under a common title, Al-
though the stories are not numbered, the incidents in each story are,
This numbering detracis somewhat frém the appearance of the page.

The titles consist, in the main, of factual statements,

¢. The Make~Up of the Book.

This is a compact book. Its pages, which are of a splendid
quality of paper, are well sewed together and backed with a finely-
woven super. If its cloth covers were of a betier quality and if its
super were strengithened by headbands, there would be no criticism of
its make-up, The backboards are very altractive, covered with red
cloth, letitered in black and decorated with a picture of David and

Goliath,

de Pictorial Illustrations,

The mechanical execution of the nine full-page half-tones
found here is good, but their artistic quality is, as a whole, only
average., "Daniel in the Den of Lions" by Briten Riviere is the only
great picture in the booke None of the other artists used are commonly
known with the exception of Dore, These pictures taken a&s:a whole

are illustrative rather than interpretative, All of them excepl Brian's
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picture of "Noah Leaving the Ark"™ are quite true to tle Biblical detail
and to national and geographiéal‘backgrounds. Depth of character is
rarely portrayeds Only in a few instances would they have any moral

end ppiritual influence on the child.

2, An Examination of the Style.
e General Literary Meriti,
As nothing has been added to the King James' rendering of
tﬁase stories and as the only change has been a fe—arrangamant of that
text into paragraphs, a discussion of the literary value of this book

would be beside the point,

be Story-Telling Methods,

The book is divided into four large historical divisions,
The material of each is subdivided into stories and then into inci-
dents. This organization has added to the appearance of the page and
increased the unity and continuity of the book, The story technique

is the same as that found in the Bible, direct and effective,

3¢ An Examination of Content,

2. Appropriateness to the Age of the Child.

The author has included only those portions of the ﬁible which
are of inmterest to juniors, but has omitited many details and stories in
which they delight and whose omission would s&raly be noticed and re-
gretteds The story of Abrahem is a good example of this. It begins
with his call in Haran and leaves out the fact that the family originally

lived in Ur, It omits the story of Hagar and fails to tell of the visit
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of the three angels. Most of the stories of the book are given in this

fragmeniary manners

be Biblical Accuracye

When the material included in conmsidered, there are no grounds
on which the Biblical accuracy of this book can be criticized, but
the omissions which cut the train of thought and at timqs ignore
central factors in the narrative, misrepresent the essential mewsage and
spirit,

In this collection of 01d Testament incidente Jacob is not
mentioned, In the story of Samson the significant circumstahces pf his
birth are omitted. Although the story of Samuel mentions the fact that
a message was received from God and that Samuel beeame priest, the cone
tent of thax message and the reasons for his supplanting Eli's sons are
. left out. The significance of the exile stories is lessened by the
failure to mention the fall of Jerusalems, The twenty-third psalm, the
only psalm in the book, is inanpeeuliar place, as it comes between the
story of the death of Jonathan and the story of the little ewe lamb,

A number of Solomon's preverbs are quoted in connection with his life,
Nathan, Elijah, Elisha, Daniel, Jonah are the only prophets touched
upon, This suthor has definitely omitted from her writings all that is
eruel or unpleasant,

4, An Estimate of the Book.

Thi; is a feirly good, but rather fragmentary collection of
Bible stories, It would prove interesting to any junior child, but

would not }ead him to a growing knowledge of Bible truth. The art does
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not, as a‘ﬁhele, give any spiritual enrichment and the stories

~ lack dynamic,

o  318¢6 the analysis of each Bible story book is now complete,
a éemparative'study of these books on the basis of this analysis will

be undertaken in the chapter which follows,



CHAPTER 111

A COMPARISON OF THE RESPECTIVE BIBLE STORY BOOKS CHOSEN



CHAPTER I1I
A COMPARISON OF THE RESPECTIVE BIBLE STORY BOOKS CHOSEN

Po simplify the process of comparing twenty separate Bible
‘story books and to objectify the findings, this study will be set
fofth in chart form. On the basis of the analysis which has just
been cex;pleted., these charts will reveal the comparative standing
of each book in relation to the various criteria set up in the first
chapter. The first chart (Chart 1) will deal with the mechanical
features, Because of the detail involved in the study of pictures,
the rating of pictorial illustrations will be elaborated in a sep~
arate chart (Chart I-a) with only the rating as a whole appesring
on the chart of mehanleal features, Then there will be charts de-
pieting the elements of style (Chart II} and the nature of content
{Chart 1II). The setting forth of content will be supplemented by
an additional chart (Chart 11I-a) showing the mammer in which each
book treats certain outstanding Biblical problems. Because its ele-
ments have functioned as determining factors in the rating of Biblical
acocuracy of content, this chart is introduced for the purpose of ex-

planation, but because of its supplementary nature, it will be ex-

cluded from the final comparisone. In conclusion, there will be a final

chart (Chart 1V) swmmarizing the rating of mechanical features, style,
and content, and indicating the rating of each book as & whole.
Except when some unusual detail is being dealt with the

rating of the various books in relation to some specific feature will
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be indicated as follows:

Excellent : Could be recormended
Good s on this point
i
:
Falr ; Could not be recommended
Poor 1// s on this point
Z

Since none of the standards are absolutely met, this rating is purely
relative. Consequently, excellence does not imply perfection. More-
over, in the very nature of the material, there can be no mathematical
exactness about this evaluation., The Judgment of one individusl is,
to a certain degree, influenced by personal opinion, even when an ef-
fort is made to be perfectly umbiased. Because the content is the
e@ssential factor of the Bible story books, it will be weighted in the
final rating so as to make its value equal to twice that of any other
feature,

For the process of comparison, the Bible story books have
been divided into two groups. Those written for the Junior child have
been placed in one group and those for the little child in the other.
In many cases the age group for which the book was intended has not
been stated in the book itself but has been evidenced in the nature and

handling of the material.



CHART I

A COMPARISON OF THE MRECHANICAL FEATURES
OF THE BIBLE STORY BOOKS

Legend

Excellent 2%%
Z

Good :3, Z

Fair 2
Poor 1/

FOR THE JUNIOR CHILD

Willlam Canton, The Bible Story

James Daugherty, The Kingdom and the Power and the Glory

Charles Foster, The Story of the Bible

George Hodges, The Garden of Eden

The Castle of Zion

Pirst edition

When the King Cams germra—eaTiion

Jessa Lyman Hurlbut, Story of the Bible

Macmillan, The Older Children's Bible

Frances Jenkins QOlcott, Stories to Read and Tell

Sherman and Kent, The Children's Bible

Nora A. Smith, 01d, 014 Tales from an 0ld, 0ld Book

Skrenda and Juergens, Minute véfbfies from the Bible

BEva March Tappan, An 014, 014 Story Book

FOR THE LITTLE CHILD

American Standard Bible Readers

Jessie Eleanor Moore, First Bible Stories

Ethel L. Smither, Jesus and the Children

Jossie REleanor Moors, Bible Stories to Read

Mildred J. McArdle, Stories of Long AgO

Frances Weld Danielson, Bible Story Bogk

Macmillan, The Little children's Bible

Maud and Miska Petersham, The Christ Child
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CHART I-a

A COMPARISON OF THE PICTORIAL ILLUSTRATIONS
OF THE BIBLE STORY BOOKS

Legend

Excellent [4/
,:1—/2 Interpretive | T

Good Illustrative L

Pair

Poor

FOR THE JUNIOR CHILD

William Canton, The Bible Story

James Daugherty, The Kingdom and the Power and the Glory

Charles Foster, The Story of the Bible

George Hodges, The Garden of Hden

The Castle of Zion

First edition

when the King Came Second edition

Josse Lyman Hurlbut, Story of the Bible

Macmillan, The Older Children's Bible

Prances Jenkins Olcott, Stories to Read and 7Tell

Sherman and Kent, The Children’'s Bible

A
Nora A. Smith, 014, Old Pales from an 0ld, 0ld Book

skrenda and Juergens, Minute Stories from the Bible

Eva March Tappsn, “An 01d, 0ld Story Book

FOR THE LITTLE CHILD

American Standard Bible Readers

Jossie REleanor Hoore, PFirst Bible Stories

Ethel L. Smither, Jesus and the Children

Jessie Eleanor Moore, Bible Stories to Read

Mildred J. MeArdle, Stories of Long Ago

Prances Weld Danielson, Bible Stery Book

Maemillan, The Little Children's Bible

Maud and Miska Petersham, The Christ Child
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A. A Compsrison of the Mechanical Features of the Bible Story Books.
" From an examination of the preceding chart the following
gradation of the books as t0 their relative standing in respect to

mechanical features can be medes

1. For the Junior Child.
8. Bxcellent

Sherman and Kent: The Childrean’s Bible (3.7)
George Hodgess The Garden of Eden (3.5)

be Good

George Hodges: When the King Came, (First Edition), (3.3)
George Hodges: When the King Came, (Second Edition) (3.2)
Gteorge Hodgess The Castle of Zion (3.2)

Yora A, Smith: 0ld, 0l1d Tales from an 0ld, Old Book (3.2)

Evas March Tappans An 0ld, 0ld Story-Book (3.1)

James Daugherty: The Kingdom and the Power and the Glory (2.8}
Mecmillan: The Older Children's Bible {2,6)

Frances J-nkins Olcot4: Stories to Read and Tell (2.8)
Skrenda and Juergens: Minute Stories from the Bible [2,5)

¢+ Fair
Jesse Lyman Hurlbut: Story of the Bible (2,3)
William Canton: The Bible Story (2.2)
Cherles Foster: The Story of the Bible (1.5)
2. For the Little Child.

a, Excellent

Frances Weld Danielson: Bible Story Book (3,7)
¥aud and Miske Petershamt The Christ Child ({3.8)

b. Good

American Standard Bible Readers (3.4)
¥Mecemillan: The Little Children's Bible (2.7)

The construction of these books sesms to be the most common
point of wealness, the size of the books the most common point of

strength.



CHART 11

4 CCHPARISON OF THE STYLE OF THE BIBLE STORY BOOKS

Legend
BExcellent :/51/’4
Good 5’;
Fair
Poor 7

%

FOR THE JUNIOR CHILD

William Canton, The Bible Story

James Daugherty, The Kingdom and the Power and the Glory

Charles Poster, The Story of the Bible

george Hodges, The (Garden of Eden

The Castle of Zion

When the King Came

o

Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, Story of the Bible

Macmillan, The Older Children's Bible

Frances Jenkins Olcott, Stories to Read and Tell

Sherman and Xent, The Children's Bible

Kora A. Smith, 014, 014 Tsles from an 0ld, Qld Book

skrends and Juergens, Minute Stories from the Bible

Bva March Tappan, ~Aan 014, 0ld Story-Book

FOR THE LITTLE CHILD

2merican Standard Bible Readers

Jessie Bleanor Moore, First Bible Storles

Rthel L. Smither, Jesus and the Children

Jessie Hleanor Moars, Bible Stories to Read

Mildred J. McArdle, Stories of Long Ago

Prances Weld Danielson, Bible Story Book

¥aomillan, The Little Children'*s Bible

Maud and Miska Petersham, The Christ Child
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B, A Comparison of the Style of the Bible Story Books.
Prom the data to be found on the preceding chart the fol=-
lowing comparative estimate of style can be mades
1., For the Junior Child,
8. BExcellent
George Hodges: The Carden of Bden (3.6)
George Hodges: The Castle of Zion (3.6)
George Hodgess When the King Came (3;6)
Sherman and Kent: The Ghildren!s Bible (3.7)
Eva March Tappan: An 0ld, 0ld Story-Rook {3.5)
be Good
Meemillan: The Older Children's Bible (3.2)
Frances Jenkine Olcotts Stories to Read and Tell {3,2)
James Daughertys The Kingdom and the Power and
the Glory (3.1)
Ce Fair
Skrenda and Juergens: Minute Stories from the Bible (2.2)
Jesse Lymen Hurlbut: Story of the Bivle (1.8)
Fora A, Smith: 014, 014 Tales from sn 01d, 014 Book {1.6)

d. Poor

Charles Fogters The Story of the Bivle (1.2}
¥William Centon: The Bible Story (1)

2+ For the Little Child
8. Bxcellant
4merican Stendard 3ible Readers (4)
Frances Weld Danielsons Bible Story Book [4)
#nud snd Misks Petersham: The Christ Chilg (4}
bo G'ch

Maemillans The Little Children's Bible {3.1)
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The writers for the very little child have as a whole re-
vealed greater understanding of the child and a greater knowledge of
story~telling technic than the writers for the older group. On the
other hand, a great number of the authors of these junior books have
maintained the Bible phraseology and in five instances have used the
exact Bible text., The authors of the little children's books have as

a whole taken the liberty of & free re-telling.



FOR THE JUNIOR CHILD

_ Condensed

. i

THE BIBLE STORY BOOKS

" Biblical Content

Detailed

Incidents |/

GENERAL CHARACTER

Willism Canton, The Bible Story

A free re-telling

James Daugherty, The Kingdom and the Power and the Glory

Bible text«~HsJo salactad

Charles Foster, The Story of the Bible

Retelling- K.Je.Version

George Hodges, The Garden of Rden

A free re-telling

The Castle of Zion

A free re-telling

When the King Came

A free re-telling

Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, Story of the Bible

Re~telling~ KeJ.Varsion

Macmillian = The Older Children's Bible

Bible text -~ K.J.
topically arranged

Prances Jenkins Olcott, Stories to Read and Tell

Bible text-K.J. selected

Sherman and XKent, The Children's Bible

A new translation of
Rible text

Nora A. Smith, 0ld, 0ld Tales from an 0ld, 0ld Book

Re~telling « KedeVersion

Skrenda & Juergemns, Minute Stories from the Bible

Extromely condensed
re~telling

Eva March Tappan, The 0ld, 0ld Story-Book

Bible text-#:y- selectad
ro-arranged

FOR THE LITTLE CHILD

American Standard Bible Readers

Jessie Eleanor Moore, First Bible Stories

A free re~telli lus
Bible text - &.gg r

Bthel L. Smither, Jesus and the Children

A free re-telli lus
Bible text - A,§§ P

Jessie Eleanor Moore, Bible Stories to Read

A free re~telling plus
Bible text - AR,

Mildred Je. MecArdle, Stories of Long Ago

A free re-telli lus
Bivle text - A.gg P

- Frances Weld Danielson, Bible 8tory. Book

A free re-telling

Macmillan, The Little Children's Rible

Bible text-H.J. selected
& topically arranged

Maud & Miska Petersham, The Christ Child

Bible text ~ K.Jc
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CHART III-a

A COMPARISON OF THE TREATMENT OF CERTAIN OUTSTANDING BIBLICAL PROBLEMS
IN THE BIBLE STORY BOOKS ‘

Legend

Presentation

Partial presentation

Hot dealt with

Yo discernible opinion

IR,

FOR THE JUNWIOR CHILD

William Canton, The Bible Story

James Dsugherty, The Kingdom and the Power and the Glory

Charles Poster, The Story of the Bible

George Hodges, The Garden of Eden

The {astle of Zion

When the King Came

Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, Story of the Bible

Macmillan, The Older Children's Bible

Prances Jenkins Olcott, Stories to Read and Tell

Sherman and Kent, The Children's Bible

Nora . Smith, 014, 0ld Pales from an 0ld, 0Old Book

Skrenda & Juergens, Minute Stories from the Bible

Hva March Tappan, ~An 0ld, 0ld Story Book

POR THE LITTLE CHILD

American Standard Bible Readers

Jossie Elsanor Moore, Pirst Bible Stories

Ethel L. Smither, Jesus and the Children

Jessie Eleanor Moore, Bible Stories to Read

Mildred J. Mcirdle, Stories of Long Ago

Frances Weld Danielson, Bibles8tory Book

Macmillan, The Little Children's Bible

Maud and Miska Petersham, The Christ Child
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C. 4 Comparison of the Content of the Bible Story Books

The classification of the Bible story books under the heads

ofs Scope, General Character, Manner of Presentation, Biblieal

Acouracy, and Comparative Estimate of Content as a Whole will serve

to summarise and ie@rgaﬂize the material on the aceompenying chart,.

In conclusion a number of general observations will be mede. These

will concern themselves with the Biblical materizl found to be most v -

popular in the Bible story books.

1. Scope

te For the Junior Child

)

(2)

Both 014 and New Testaments

Willizm Canton: The Bible Story
Charlce Fosters The Story of the Bible
Jegse Lyman Hurlbut: Story of the Bible
Moemillan: The Older Children's Bible
Sherman and Xents The Children's Bible

New Testament Alone
George Hodges: When the King Came
014 Testament Llone

James Deughertyé: The Kingdom and the Power and the
Glory
George Hodgess The Garden of Hden
The Castle of Zion
Frances Jenkins Olcotts Stories 4o Read and Tell
Nora 4. Smith: 0ld, 01d Talee from an 0ld, 014 Book
Eve March Tappsns: Anr 01d, 014 Story-RBook

be For the Little Child

(1)

Both 0ld and ¥ew Testaments

Frances Wsld Danielson: Bible Story Book
Mildred J. Mcardle: Stories of Long Ago
Jessie Eleanor Moore: Bible Stories to Rezd



- 111 =

Macmillan: The Little Children's Bible

{2) New Testament Alone

Ethel L, Smithers Jesus and the Children
" Maud and ¥isks Petaersham: The Christ Child

{3) 014 Testament Alcne

Jessie Tleanor Moore: Firet Bible Stories
2. Generzl Character
8. For the Junior Child

{1) 4 Pree Re-telling
William Canton: The Bidle Story
George Hodges: The Garden of Eden
George Hodges: The Castle of Zion
George Hodgess When the Xing Came

{2) A Re~telling Adhering to the King James Version

Charles Fosters The Story of the Bible
Jesge Lyman Hurlbut: Story of the Bible

{3) Bible Texts Selected and Arranged from the
King James Version

Mecmillan: The Older Children's Bibls
Frances J. Olcott: Stories to Read and Tell
Eva March Teppan: An 014, Old Story-Book
James Daugherty: The Kingdom and the Power and
tha Glory

(4) A Yew Translation
Sherman and Kent: The dhiléren’s Bible

b. For the Little Child
(1) A Pree He-telling

American Stundsard Bible Readers
Frances Weld Danielsons Bible Story Book

(2} A Free- Re-telling plus the Bible text

American Revised Version
American Standard Rezders

[3) Bible Texts Selected and Arranged - King James Version

lacmillans The Little Children's Rible
Meuwd and Miska Petersham: The Christ Child
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3¢ Manner of Presenting Materials

&, For the Junior Child

(1) Predominantly Detailed

William Canton: The Bible Story

Charles Foster: The Story of the Bible

George Hodges: When the King Came

Jesse Lyman Hurlbets: Story of the Bible

Frances Jenkins Olcott: Stories to Read and Tell
Sherman and Kent: The Childrent's Bible

Nora A, Smith:201d, 014 Tales from an 01ld, 014 Book

(2) Predominantly Condensed

George Hodges: The Garden of Eden

George Hodges: The Castle of Eden -

Skrenda and Juergens: Minute Stories from the
Bible

(3) Predominantly a Selection of Separate Incidents

Jameg Daugherty: The Kingdom and the Power and
the Glory

Macmillan: The Older Children's Bible

Eva March Tappan: An 014, 014 Story-Book

b, For the Little Child

All of the books for the little child are arranged
on & paychological basis rather than a chronological
basis, with no great detail given, since they
consist largely of separate, selected incidents.

4, A Comparative Estimate of Content as a Whole
a. For the Junior Child

(1) Excellent
Sherman and Kent: The Children's Bible (4)

(2) Good

George Hodges: When the King Came (3)

Eva March Tappan: An 014, 01d Story Book (3)
Macmillan: The Older Children's Bible (3

Jesse Lyman HurlButs¢: $tory of the Bible (3.2)
Frances Jenkins Olcott: Stories to Read and Tell(3.2)



(3)

(4)

b. For
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George Hodges: The Garden of Eden {2.7)
George Hodges: The Castle of Zion (2.7)

Fair

Nore A. Smith: 0ld, 01d Tales from an Old, 0ld

Book (202)
Skrende and Juergenss Minute Stories from the

Bible {2)

James Daugherty: The Kingdom and the Power and
the Glory (1.2) f
Charles Foater: The Story of the Bible (1.5)
Poor

William Canton: The Bible Story (1l.1)

the Little Child

Excellent

Mand and Miske Petersham: The Christ Child (4)
American Standard Bible Readers (3.5)

Good

Maemillan: The Little Children's Bible (3)
Frances Weld Danielsons Bible Story Book {2.5)

In this judgment of content the omissions as well as the

inclusions, the attitudes as well as the stated facts, and the

extra-Biblical as well as the Biblicel materials were contributing

factore in the rating.

5, Genersl Observations Concerning the Biblical Material
Most Used.

#

material.

follow egh other in a consecutive marrative, they will be considered

a8 one,

8, For

(1)

the Junior Child

014 Testament Material

There are twelve books which include 014 Testament

Since the two 0ld Testament volumes by George Hodges

Thus 2ll groupinge below will be made on the basis of
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eleven books, Those stories told most fully will be starred,

(a) Stories included in each of the eleven

(v)

(e)

books,

Noah*

Joseph*

Barly Life of Moses*

The Deliverance from Egypt

The Mt, Sinai Experiences

The Conquest of the Land

Gideon*

Samson*

Birth and Childhood of Sammel* A
Stories of David Prior to His Kingship*
Solomon

Stories included in ten books

The Creation*
Abraham*

Isasnc*

Jacob

The Wanderings in the Wilderness
Ruth*

Saul*

The Reign of David
Stories of Good Kings
Elijah*

Elisha*

Daniel*

Stories included 1n.nine books

Cain and Abel*
Balaam

Jepthah*

Stories of Evil Kings
Esther*

(d) The Most Frequently Mentioned Prophets

Daniel* (included in ten books)
Jonah* (included in seven books)
Rehemish (included in six books)
Jeremiah (included in four books)

) (e) The wisdom literature most frequently

Job is told by seven

included

It is interesting to note that the story of

different authors.Fragmentary portions of
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the Psalms are included in six books, Twice these are included
in connection with the life of Jesus; once with the prophecies
concerning the Messiah; twice with the stories of David; once in
the story of Creation; and only once as a separate unrelated unit.
Selections from Proverbs are used in three of the Bible story books.
(2) Rew Testament Material

Out of this group of thirteen story books, only
seven include New Testament material, | All of thegse deal fully with
the life of Christ, Three take up the stories of the Acts quite
fully, while two others merely re-tell fragmentary portions, In five
instances the Epistles of Paul are introduced in connection with his
life, Five authors conclude their books with John's Patmos: vision
of the New Jerusalem,

be For the Little Chilad
(1) 014 Testament Material

Five out of the seven books for the little child

present 01d Testament stories, Those most frequently used are:
Isaac (included in five books)
Ruth (included in four books)
Young David (included in four dooks)

Baby Moses (included in three books)
Stories of Elisha (included in three books)

(2) New Testament Material

Six books include New Testament mtories, Of these
one is entirely concerned with the Christmas narrative, The New

Pestament stories most frequently used are:

The Birth of Jesus (included in six Dbooks)

The Boyhood of Jesus (included in four books)

Friends of Jesus, including the children
(included in five books)



Stories of Miracles (included in four books)

Genesis, Exodus, Judges, I and II Samuel, the Kings,
and the Gmspels seem to be the great source books for childrent's

stories,



CHART IV

A SUMMARIZING COMPARISON OF ALL THE FEATURES
OF THE BIBLE STORY BOOKS

Legend
4

Excellent [/ 4/

ws 7T

‘Pair

ror ///

FOR THE JUNIOR CHILD

William Canton, The Bible Story

James Daugherty, The Kingdom and the Power and the Glory

Charles Foster, The Story of the Bible

gaorge Hodges, The Garden of Hden

The Castle of Zion

Pirst edition

When the King Came Second edition

Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, Story of the Bible

Macmillan, The Older Childrents Bible

Frances Jenkins Olcott, Stories to Read and Tell

Sherman and Kent, The Children's Rible

Hora A. Smith, 0ld, 014 Pales from an 0ld, 014 Book

Skrenda and Juergens, Minute Stories from the Bible

Eva March Tappan, ‘Am 0ld, 0Ola ﬁﬁory—Beok

FOR THE LITTLE CHILD

American Standard Bible Readers

Jessie Elsanor Moore, Pirst Bible Stories

Ethel Le. Smither, Jesus and the Children

Jessie Eleanor Moore, Bible Stories to Read

Mildred J. McArdle, Stories of Long Ago

Frances Weld Danielson, Bible Story Book

Macmillan, The Little Childrent's Bible

Maud and Misks Petersham, The Christ Child
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 De A Sammarizing Comparison of all the Features of the Bible
Story Books

 %hen all things are considered the rating of the books as &

whols is asffeliéwszxsk

‘ 1, For the Junior Child

a. Excellent
Sherman and Xents The Children's Bible (3.9)

be Good
George Hodges:s When the King Came (3.2)
Eva March Tappan: 4n 01d, 014 Story-Book (3.2)
George Hodgess The Garden of Eden (3.1)
George Hodges: The Castle of Zion (3.1)
Frances Jenkins Olcott: Stories to Read and Tell (3.1}
Macomillan: The Older Children's Bible (Re9)
Jesse Iyman Hurlbuts Story of the Bible (2.6)

ce Pair
Nora &, Smiths 0lé, 01d Tales from an 0ld, 014 Book (2,3)
Jemes Deugherty: The Kingdom and the Power and the
Glory (2.3) '
Skrenda and Juergens: Minute Stories from the Bible (2,2)
Charles Foster: The Story of +the Bivle (1.6)

d. Poor
¥illiam Canton: The Bible Story {1.4)

2+ For the Little Child

8. Excellent

Meud and Misks Petersham: The Christ Child {3.9)
American Standard Bible Readsrs {3.6)

e Good

Frances Weld Danielson: Bible Story Book (3)
¥aomillan: The Little Children's Bible (3)
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In connection with this final rating of the Bible story

books 1t is interesting to note that only one of the thirteen
books for Juniors can be rated as excellent while five fall below
the standard required for general usefulness, All of the books for

- the little child are judged as either good or excellent, As

previously mentioned, this rating has been made with the value of
the content counting twice that of any other featﬁre.

Since the previous analyses speak for themselves there
is no need for further elaboration concerning the comparison of the
Bible story books, The conclusions of this chapter will, therefore,

be embodied in the general summary and conclusion which will follow,




SUMMaRY AND CONCLUSION
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

‘ The comparison of findings which resulted from the analysis
of the respective Bible story books made on the basis of criteria set
upon the authority of such religious educators as Walter Scott Athearn,
George Herbert Betts, Edna Dean Baker, Alberta Munkres, Marie Cole
Powell, and others recommended by them, reveals several interesting
facts,
As a very selective process was used in the choice of

Bible story books for this study it was to be expected that the
mjority of those examined would be to some extent usuable, That this
expectation was met in this study can be seen by a glance at the
summary chart in the preceding chapter, only one book being rated as
poor,

Only five out of the twenty books considered were found to
fall so far below the recognized standards as to be unworthy of
recommendation, On the other hand, only one book for juniors and five
for younger children were rated as excellent, None met fully every
requirement of the standards set.

Of the nine books rated as good, fou: have used the
Bible text as the story material and onéghas adhered very closely to
the Bible phraseology and has attempted to give an accurate

* * * . * * * &

1. Macmillan: The Little Children's Bible
Macmillan: The Older Children's Bible
Frances Jenkins Olcott: Stories to Read and Tell
Eva March Tappan: An 014, 0ld Story-book

2, Jesse Lyman Huprlbuti: Story of the Bible
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1 ,
development of the whole Bible story. ‘he four books which consist

of free re-t2lling of the Bitliecal nerratlve have suthors vho are

masters of the art of story-telling., The former, because of the valus

of the meterial pressnted, have an undenisble place among religious

books for children, but becsuse of their poor print, bindings, snd
arrangement of meterial, the field of their usefuluness is limited,

The latter find thelr place of service in clarifying and re-vitalizing
the Bible for children who have lost interest in it and in ettracking
those children who have never had that interest. Thess books sre not
as sccerate Biblically sz those meniioned above, but, with the

excaption of Bible Story Dook, by Frances Weld Danielson, they do noi,

as a whole, misrepresent the ceniral message of the 2idle,

Of the five books for the little child, rated as excellent,
2

four belong to the set of imerican Standard Biple Resders. The other,

The Christ Child, by Meud and Liske Peterseham, deals only with the birth

end bvovhood of Jegus, The former inecludes the Bidle text in supplementarwy
form, the latter is told in the Seriptural words. It is intéresting to

note that The Children's Bible, by Sherman and Xent, the one book for

Juniors which comes up to the standard of excellence, is a new

translation of the Bible itself. The imerican Standard Bidble Resders

do for the little child a2 part of what The Children®s Bible does for

# & & & & e * @

1. Frances Weld Danielson: Bible Story Book.
George Hodges: The Gerden of Eden.

Georke Hodges: The Casitle of Zion.
George Hodgesi When the King Cume.

2. Mlldred J. Mcardle: Stories of Long dgo.
Jegsise Eleaznor Moore: TFirat Fible Stories.
Jessie Eleanor Moorei 2ible Stories to Read.
Ethel L., Smither: Jesus and the Children,



the junior, in giving him a growing interest in, and comprehension

of, the Bible itself. The Christ Child is merely o presentation of
'the Ghristm&# story with no attempt to open up further realms of

- Biblical meterisl, although such en Qpening would probably follow,
¢ The common elements of the books which rank the
highest seeﬁ to be: an sccurate presentation of Biblical truth, a
ﬁarshipful revelation of God and Christ, and a portrayel of lives of
strength and joy. This is all sccomplished in & manner that would
tend to lead the child ir%o = deeper interest in the Pible, into an
appreciation of its besuty and value, into a personal love for God
end Christ, and into an expression of Christian ideals in attitudes
and conduct. This end has been reached through the use of art which
speaks reversence and beauty, through cuality and atiraciiveness in
biﬁdiﬂg an@ srrangement, through writing which mainteinsg to & large
extent the beauty and strength of the originsl, and through stories

which revsal their author's personsl experience with God and resl

understanding of ths child.
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APPENDIX I

A COMPLETE LIST OF THE BIBLE STORY BOOXKS
RECOMMENDED BY ALL AUTHORITIES CONSULTED



Bailey, Alfred; On Nazaretn Hill
- Bahoney and Whitney: Realus of Gold

Baikie, Rev, James: The Bible Story
Eaiswanger- The Character Value of the Old
Testament Stories
Eahon&y and Whitney: Realms of Gold

Banks, Helen Ward:; Stoke's Wonder Book of the Bible
Beiswangers The Character Value of the 0Old
Testament Stories

Baldwin, James; Old Stories from the East
Beiswanger; The Character Value of the 0ld
Testament Stories

Beale, H., S. B.: Stories from the 0ld Testament for Children
Searss Children's Catalogue

Blanchard, Ferdinand Q.: How One Man Changed the World
Congregational Publishing Society

Boulting, Frances E.: The Beautiful Childhood
loore: The Three Owls

Beyant, L., N.: Bible Stories in Bible Langusge
Fleming H, Revell

Canton, William: The Bible Story
Mahoney and Whitneys: Realms of Gold
loorey The Three Owls
Fleming H, Hevell
Searss Childrent's Catalogue

‘Calhoun, Dorothy Donnells Boys in Patriarchal Homes
Beiswangers The Character Valus of the 0ld
Testament Stories

Calboun, D, D,: Girls of the Bible
Beiswanger: The Character Value of the 01d
Testament Stories

Calhcun, De Dot Boys in the Days of the Prophets
Beiswangers The Character Value of the 0ld
Testament Stories

Chisholm, Edwin: Old Testament Stories
E, P. Dutton and Co,
Sears: Childrents Catalogue

Danielson, Irances ield: Bible Story book
Beiswanger; The Character Value of the Old
Testament Stories
Fleming H, Revell
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Daugharty, James: The Kingdom and the Power and the Glory
Alfl‘eﬁ Ae Km}pf
koorey The Three Owls
LSearss Ghil&ren's Catalogue

Bana, Ethal«ﬁathalie: Story of Jesus
~ Mehoney and jihitney: Realms of Gold

De L& ﬁarﬂ, Walter: Stories from the Bible
Searasy Children's Catalogue

Egemeier, E, E,: Bible Story Book
Eﬁﬁming He Revell

%ndicott, ¥ylessy Stories of the Bible
Beiswanger: Thne Character Value of the Qld
Testament Stories

Faris, Lilie A,s Standard Bible Story
Presbyterian Board of Christian Education

Foster, Charles: Story of the Bible
Beusts Graded List of Books for Children
The Nethodist book Loncern
Presbyterian Board of Christian Education
f’leming H, Revell -

Foster, Charl@s: First Steps for Little Feet in Gospel Paths
Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South

Flight, John W.: The Book of the Bible
Oxford University Press

Fryer, Jane E.3 Bible Story ook for Boys and Girls
- Fleming H. Revell

Grover, Eulalie Osgood: 0ld Testament Stories
; Little Brown and Company

inute Stories From the Bible
Grosset and Dunlap

Guerber, H. 4.3 Story of the Chosen People
Sears: Caildren's Catalogue

Hall, N. Me: Tales of Ploneers and Kings
Beiswanger: The Character Value of the 01d
Testament Storles

Harris, O. M.: O0ld Testament Readings for School
Beiswanger; The Character Value of the 0ld
Testament Stories




- 124 -

Hall, N, M,: Tales of Far Off Days
Beiswangers The Character Value of the 0ld

Testament Stories

Hall, N, M., : Tales of Captains and Conquest
Beiswangers The Character Va.ue of the 0ld
Testament Stories

"Hill, Margaret Livingston: Bible Stories for Children
Beliswanger: The Character Value of the Qld
Testament Stories

Hodges, George: The Castle of Zion

, Beiswangers The “haracter Value of the 0ld
Testament Stories
Congregational Publishing Society
Houghton Mifflin Company
Mahony and Whitney: Realms of Gold
Searss Children's Catalogue

Hodges; George: The Garden of Eden
Beiswanger: The Character Value of the 0ld
Testament Stories
Congregational Publishing Society
Houghton Mifflin Company
Mahony and Whitney: Realms of Gold
Sears: Ghildren's Catalogue

Hodges, George: When the King Came
: Beust, Nova: Graded List of Books for Children
Congregational Publishing society
Houghton Mifflin Company
Mehony and Whitney: Kealms of Gold

Hole, #illiam: 0ld Testament History-
Mahony and Whitney: Rezlms of Gold

Hole, William: Life of Jesus of Nazareth
: Mahony and Whitney: Kealms of Gold

Howard, Margaret: Truly Stories from the Surely Bible
Beiswangers The Character Value of the 0ld Testament
Stories

Hunting; H. Be: Story of Qur Bible
Fleming H. Revell
Sears: Vhildrent's Catalogue

Hunting, H, B.: The Life of Christ
Fieming H, Revell



- 125 -

Hurlbut, Jesse Lyman: Story of the Bible
The Methodist Book Concern
Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal Church South
Presbyterian Board of Christian Education

Fleming H. Hevell

Johnson, Clifton: Bible Stories My Children Love
v Beiswanger: The Character Value of the Old Testament
; Stories
Kelmsn, Janet Harveys: Stories from the Life of Carist
E. P. Dutton
Sears: Children's Catulogue

Kemp; Bleanor Crosby: Bible Stories Retold for Chiidren
Mahony and Whitney: Realms of Gold

Loveland, Seymour: Bible Story Book
Publishing House of The Methodist Episcopal
Church South

Macmillang The Little Children's Bible
Beiswangers The Character Value of the Qld Testament
Stories
Beust: Graded List of Books For Children
The Mecmilian Company
Mahony and Whitney: Realms of Gold
Moore; The Three QOwls
Searss Children's Gatalogue

Macmillan: The Qlder Children's bible
’ Beiswanger:; The Character Value of the 0ld Testament
Stories
The Macmillan Company
Mahony and Whitney: Realms of Gold
Moore: The Three Qwls
Sears; Childrents Catalogue

Macmillang St, Paul the Hero
Mahony and whitney: Ke.lms of Gold

May, William J.: Living Bible Stories
Fleming H, Revell

MicArdle, Mildred J,: Stories of Long Ago
Thomas Nelson and Sons
Congregational Publishing Society

Moulton, Richard G.: The Modern Readers Bible
Mahony and Whitney: Realms of Gold
Searss Childrents Catalogus

Moulton, Richard G.: Bible Stories for Children
Macmillan Company



Moore, Jesse Eleanor: First Bible Stories
Moore, Jesse Eleanor: Bible Stories to Read
‘ Congregational Publishing Society
Thomas Nelson and Sons

Mathew, Basils Paul the Dauntless
Mahony and Whitney: Realms of Gold

Nettleton, A.H.Ile: 01ld Testament Narratives
Mahony and Whitneys Realms of Gold

Helson: Children of the 0ld Testament
Beiswanger: The Character Value: of the 0ld Testament Stories

¥ister Picture Books: (od Is lLove
Suffer little Children
1ittle Childrent's Picture Book
0ld Testament Stories
BE.P.Dutton and Company

Olcott, F.J.: Bible Stories to Read and Tell
Beiswanger: The Character Valuer of the 0ld Testament Stories
Houghton Mifflin Company
Mahony and Whitneys Realms of Goid
Moore, Anna Carroll: The Three Owls
Searss Children's Catalogue

Pell, Edward Leigh: The Story of Abraham a2s Told by Isaac
Beiswanger: The Character Velue: of the 0ld Testament Stories

Pell, Edward Leigh: The Story of David the Idol of the People
Belswanger: The Character Value: of the 0ld Testament Stories

Pell, Edward Leighs: The Story of Joseph the Dreamer
Beiswanger: The Character Velue: of the 01d Testament Stories

Petershem, Maud and Miska: The Christ Chiid
Doubleday Doran and Company

Pleasonton, L.M,: Nursery Story of the Bible
Beusts Graded List of Books for Children

Rehbany, Abreham Mitries The Christ Story for Boys and Girls
Houghton Mifflin Company
Mehony and Whitney: Realms of Gold

Rhodes, Charles Elbert: 0ld Testament Nerratives
Belswanger: The Character Value: of the 0ld Testament Stories

Robertson, E.B.: The Child's Bible
Beiswanger: The Character Value of the Old Testament Stories



- 127 -

Sali.s, Cohen E.t David the Gient Killer and Olher Tales of
Grandpa Lopez
Swsz Children's Catalogue

Sherman, Henry A, and Keni, Charles Fosters The Children's Bible :

~Beiswanger: The Character Values of the 0ld Testament Stories
“Beust: Graded List of Books for Children

Charles Scribner's Sons

Congregational Publishing Society

Mahony and Whitneys: Realms of Gold

Fleming He Revell

Sears: Children's Catalogue

Smith, Nora A.s 0ld, Old Tales From an 01d, 0ld Book
. ...Beiswangers The Character Values of the 0ld Testament Stories
Mahony and Whitneys Realms of Gold
Hoore: The Three Owls
Sears: The Children's Catalogue

Smither, Ethel L.: Josus and the Children
Congregational Publishing Society
Thomas Nelson and Sons

Stoddard, Mrs, Anne: Young:Heroes of the Bible
The Century Company

Tappan, Eva March: An 0ld, COld Story-Book
Beiswanger: The Character Values of the 0ld Testament Stories
Beusts Graded List of Books for Children
Mahony and Whitney: Realms of Gold
Sears: Children's Catelogue

Tappan, Eva Marchs: The Christ Story
Houghton Mifflin Company

Winter, Graces The Loveliest Life
Mahony and Whitney: Realms of Gold.

Yonge, Charlotte M,: Aunt Charlotte's Stories of Bible History
for Children
Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal Church South



APPENDIA II
ES-ENTIAL ELEMENTS OF 4 GUOD BIBLE STORY

AS GATHERED FnOk THe aNALISES OF AUTHORITIES




APPENDIX II

ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF A GOOD BIBLE STORY ‘;,._? l
‘ N
AS GATHERED FROM THE AWALYSES OF AUTHORITIES %
o4
~
(Nota: The numbers refer t0 page references) N
4
=4
<
8
]
¥
[ ]
1A
2y
Edne Dean Bsker: Kindergarten Method in the Church School 15%
Carolyn Sherwin Bailey: TPFor the Story Teller
Sara Cone Bryants How to Tell Stories to Children
Katherine Ppunlap Cather: Religious Education Through Story Telling 74_&
Katherine Dunlap Cather: Story Telling for Teachers of Beginners
Frances Weld Danielson: The Practice Stoxy Telling Class
Margaret W. Eggleston: The Use of the Story in Religious Education
J. Berg Esenwein & Marietta Stockards Children's Stories and How to Tell Them 50,
; 24
Herman Harrell Horne: 8tory Telling, Questioning and Studying
Louise Seymour Houghton: Telling RBible Stories
Wwilliam J. May: Bible Stories and How to Tell Them 49

Alberta Munkress Primary Method in the Church School

Marie Cole Powell: Junior Method in the Church School

Ethel L. Smither: Teaching Primaries in the Church School

Edwin Porter St. John: Stories and Story Telling in Moral and Religious Rducation

ssjg




ESSENTIAL

SUCCESSION

DENTS

INCI

agoueqerdwiod

74

8SOUTTIOPIO

o

Fad
g

gsseuloeryd

I
=

INTRODUCTION

sseu3o8xtd

11

Ly 10034

ite

2551261

101d Jo Butuedp

5250 L\ 55T

iojto

wdIBWha ‘udUeOWhy ‘uiOWH. 03 Jemsuy

sy

Lo s

25| 2%

3 segequl

=3

LEL

RESULTE

ynag [esIeAfun JO U0TIOTAROD

ey

b9 VI3

eFumy TenetA

Uo 30Uy

Ty

et

AIDS TO EFFECTIVENESS

uoyov

17

&7

e

ewBa(

180ddy ésueg

1z

90157

2164

uotyyyedey

4%

(2]

g

3£8I3U0D

esaMoo8 TP 300410

uoaBsuepuod ~ L3raead

327

ESSENTIALS FOR THE STORY AS A WHOLE

URITY

30023%

gX0308I8TD

00814

WL

uoT3EnI s

12g |25 | 28 |23 | L¥

1311513 |13 |13




URACIES

ESSENTIAL

Acc

Higseg

27

3X03UCH

55

23

1084

g

3 TIPS ~ Wiy

ok
wd
el

Zg | =8

2|22t~ 29

27 27

BIBLICAL ACCURACY

PERMISSIBLE

VARIATICH

$93898 TBIUEGW JO UOT}BIOGETO U

punoadyoeq 30

1ot

1serejut ofe Jod

é

117

CONCLUSION

sgeueATsSTITOUOD

~dq
I~

886UBATIE033NE

sure X

71

Ly1A0a9g

86TJI038 JIOU30 XOJ 8PBOT ON

Butusem JOo uotrjwvurIdxe ON

Lrvumms oN

71

UOTIRZ TTRION O

ESSENTIALS OF THE SPECIFIC PAﬂTS.OF THE STORY

CLIMAX

seousjues detad

S86USATENTOUOD

BweIq

E80UTNIO0I0d

£31a810

-3

SUCCESSION OF
INCIDENTS

- Ay tor1dwts

76170

ggseueseTdwod

SSOUTTIODIO

70

sgoul 001




LICGRAPTY

v}
R




- 129 -
BIBLIOGRAPHY

A+ General Bibliography
Athearn, Walter Scott: The Indiana Survey of Religilous Education,
Vol, II,,Measurements and Standards in Religious
BEducation, George He. Doran Company, New York, 1924.

Baker, Edna Dean: Kindergarted Method in the Church School.
The Abingdon Press, New York, 1925,

Bailey, Caroline Sherwins For the Story-Teller, Milton Bradley
Company, Springfield, Mass., 1921,

Bebts, George Herbert: The Curriculum of Religious Education,
The Abingdon Press, New York, 1924,

Betts, George Herbert and Hawthorne, Marion 0O.: Method in Teaching
_ Religions The Abingdon Press, New York, 1925,

Beust, Nova: Graded List of Books for Children. American
Library Association, 1930,

Beiswanger, George W.s The Chargcter Value of the 0l1d Testament
Stories, University, Iowa City, 1930.

Bible, King James Version, Oxford University Press, New York.

Bible, American Revised Version. Thomas Helson and Sons, New
York, 1901. :

Bryant, Sara Cone: How To Tell Stories to Children. Houghton
Mifflin Company, Boston, 1905,

Cather, Katherine Dunlap: Religious BEducation Through Story=-
Telling, The Abingdon Press, 1925,

Story Telling for Teachers of Beginners and Primary
Children, Caxton Press, New York, 1921,

Danielson, Frances Welds The Practice Story-Telling Class,
The Pilgrim Press, Boston, 1930,

Bggleston, Margaret W.: The Use of the Story in Religious
Bducation. Georgs H. Doran Company, New York, 1920,



- 130 =

Esenwein, J. Berg snd Stockard, larietta: Children's Stories
and How to Tell Them. The Home Correspondence Schoel,
Springfield, ilmss,, 1919,

.Horne, Herman Harrell: Story~Telling, Umestioning and Studying.
The Keemillan Company, New York, 1918,

Houghton, Louise Seymour: Telling Bible Stories. Charles
Seribtner's Sons, New York, 1905,

Lotz, Philip Henry end Crswford, L. W., editors: Studies in
Religious Bducation. Cokesbury Prese, Neehville, Tenn,,
1931.

Mehony, Bertha B, and Whitney, Elinort Realms of Gold.
Dovbleday Doran Uompany, Hew York, 1929,

Mey, William J.s Bible Storiss and How To Tell Them. Cokesbury
Press, Nashville, Tenn., 1930.

Moore, Anns Cerroll: The Three Owls. Nclann, New York, 1931,

Monkres, Alberizs Primary Kethod In the Church School., The
Abingdon Press, Hew York, 1930.

Powell, Merie Cole: Juniocr Method in the Church School. fThe
4bingdon Press, few York, 1931.

Sears, ldinnie Harl: Children's Cstalogue. H, W. Wilson Compsny,
1930,

Smither, Ethel L.: Teaching Primaries in the Church School. The
' thedist Book Concern, New York, 1930.

Ste John, Pdward Porter:s Stories and Story-Telling in Liorsl and
Religions Education. The Pilgrim Press, Boston, 1910,

B. Bivliography of Bible Story Books Studied

dmerican Standard Bible Hemders: Thomes Nelson Sons, New York, 1929.
MeArdle, Mildred J.: Stories of Long AgO.
Moore, Jessie Zleanor: Firat Bible Stories,
Hoore, Jessle Eleanor: PRible Storles to Resd,
Smither, Bthel L.: Jesus and the Children,

Cantor, William: The Bivle Story. Georee E. Doren, 1924,



- 131 -

Danielson, Frances Weld: Bible Story Book. The Pilgrim Press,
New York, 1924,

Daucherty, Jemes: The Kingdom =znd the Power and the Glory. a&alfred
A. ¥Xnopf, New York, 1929,

Foster, Charles: The Story of the Bible, Charles Foster Publishing
Company, Philadelphia, 1873,

Hodges, George: The Castle of Zion. Houghton Mifflin Company ;
New York, 1912,

The Garden of Eden., Houghton Mifflin Company, New York,
1909.

%hen the King Came, Houghton Mifflin Company, New York,
1904, 1923,

Hurlbut, Jesse Lyman: Story of the Bible. Universal Book and
Bible House, Philadelphia, 1904,

Macmillan: The Little Children's Bible, The Macmillsn Company,
Hew York, 1931.

The Older Children's Bible., The Macmillen Company,
New York, 1927,

Olzott, TFrances Jenkins: Stories to Read and Tell, Houghton
Mifflin Company, New York, 1916.

Petersham, Maud and Miska: The Christ Child, . Doubleday, Doran
and Company, Garden City, N. Y., 1931,

Sherman, Henry A. and Kent, Charles Foster: The Children's Bible,
Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 1922,

Skrenda, Alfred and Juergens, Isabel: Minute Stories from The
' Bible. Grosset and Dunlap, iew York, 1932.

Smith, Nora A.: 0l1d, Old Teles from an 0ld, 014 Book. Doubleday,
Doren and Company, Garden City, N, Y., 1916,

Teppan, Eva March: 4n 014, 014 Story-Beok. Houghton Mifflin
Company, 1910,



	TH J_963 - 37169a - A Comparative Study of the Outstanding Bible Story Books for Children
	TH J_963 - 37169b - A Comparative Study of the Outstanding Bible Story Books for Children
	TH J_963 - 37169c - A Comparative Study of the Outstanding Bible Story Books for Children

