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1EmD1C!IOB 

A, !he Problem and Purpose ot this StudJ. 

Jesus did not do his teaching in a class room. His was 

the spontaneous teaching through a stoq bJ the roadside, in a boat, 

or in a home. !he Jewish nation todaJ is a monument to the etfec-

tiveness ot religious education in keeping God-consciousness and high 

ethical standards among a people. !heirs has been a SJStem of apon-

tueous as well as of orgu.ised education. When Jloses wanted the 

people to observe the laws of God he said: 

"thou shalt teach them diligentlJ unto thJ children, and 
shalt talk ot them when thou sittest in th1 house, and 
when thou walkest bJ the W&J, and when thou risest up,nl 

It was this constant relliDding ot the people ot the stories ot God's 

providence and of his laws that made the education of the Hebrews 

e:ftective. 

!he irreligion of todaJ has been attributed largelJ to lack 

ot religious training in the home. With regard to this, Roughton 

makes, among others, the following statements: 

"Bot the theologians but the mothers mat restore the 
Old !estament to the comiDg age,u2 

"ParentlS and teachers are solemnlJ bound to recognise 
as their most important task that ot developing the sense 
ot God until it becomes the commandillg :factor in the child's 
lite. For this there is no better method than tellill8 Bible. 
stories in which without discussion or philosophising it is 
simplJ assumed and sho11!D. that man is in the divine order. n3 

• • • • • • • 

1. Deut. 6:7. 
!. Louise SeJ,mOur Roughton: telling Bible Stories, p. 39. 
3. Ibid., P• 7 
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"!he culture in the presence ot God of all the child's 
Godlike qualities is the mother's supreme task, and tor it 
she can find no more efficient aid tban in the God-saturated 
stories ot the Old 9!estaznent. ~he progressive development 
ot the child's religious nature, tar more important tor the 
practical issues ot lite, than that orderly development of 
his intellectual and aesthetic faculties which is now the 
first concern ot the pedagogics, may best be accomplished 
by the wise use ot these stories progressively adapted to 1 the developing religious and moral instincts ot the child.• 

What Roughton says ot the Old 9!estament stories can be well said of 

those ot the Bible as a Whole. 

•!he revival of story telling,• says Dr. Horne, ttwill con-

tribute something toward keeping young and tresh a nervous and fatigued 

civilisation.•2 Our civilisation certainlJ needs to have this ner-

voua weariness taJten away. Stories imbued with spiritual power will 

do this. And the Bible is tull ot such stories. A great number of 

the mothers and teachers ot today, however, do not know the Bible 11811 

a.ough to use the stories treely and spontaneously and others do not 

k:DoW how to tell the stories the,- mow. Cbildren do not seem to get 

ma.ch out ot independent Bible reading although they read with great 

zest books suited to their own capacities and interests. l4any Bible 

stor,- books, written tor children, are available, but their number and 

variety make a choice rather difficult. On all sides, mothers and 

teachers are asking the question: "'lhat book ot Bible stories can I 

use with 'fJJ'I childrent- "i"hich will be faithful to Biblical truth and 

be interesting to the child as well?" It is to answer such questions 

as these that this stud,- is made. There are over five ba:ndred Bible 

• • • • • • • 

1. Louise Seymour Roughton, Ibid., p. 10. 
2. Herman Harrell Horne: Stor;y Telling, Questioning and Studying, P• 10 



sto17 boolta in print1 at the present time and new ones are coming out 

ever,- ,-ear. ~he task confrontillg us, then, is to select tram these 

the outstan.diDg boOks an.d to find, among those selected, writers 'Who, 

mowing the stories of the Bible and the life out of Which the7 ha-ve 

come and l010Wi:og the child into whose life they will go, ha.ve taken 

these stories, and with the aid of good writing, good art, a.nd good 

edit1Dg, have brought them together iJ1 bookS Which can give to the 

children of our day the couciousness of epiritual values which the7 

so sorel7 need. 

B. Prelimi:n&rJ' Procedure a.ad Findings. 

1. !he Jlethod of Delimiting the Field of StudJ. 

Since a. stud.y of all the Bible story books in print would 

be impossible 1l1 such a brief survey, the first problem to be solved 

in this stud.J' •s the selection of those books 'Which are the most out-

standing. As a. preliminary means of elimiuti:og the least worthwhile 

books, the opiDion of the pu.blic and of :pa.blishers was sought. !his 

was done by writing to leading publishi:og houses with a. request that 

theJ state which books they considered best and which had been found, 

as revealed by sales numbers, to be preferred by the :pa.blic. !he fol• 

lowing publishers responded: 

American Libra.r,. Association • • • • • • • • Chicago, Ill. 
!he Bookshop For Children •••••••••• Chicago, Ill. 
The OenturJ OompanJ • • • • • • • • • • • • Hew York CitJ 
University of Chicago Press • • • • • • • • Chicago, Ill. 
Columbia. University Press • • • • • • • • • New York City 

• • • • • • • 

1. ct. United states Catalogue. 



Col'.lgregatioDa.l Publishing Societ7 • • • Boston, Kasa. 
lloubledaf, n:,raa, &: Co. • • • • • • • • Gardea City, :m. Y. 
B. P. EUtton •••••••••••••• Bew York City 
Grosset &: Dunlap • • • • • • • • • • • • Bew York City 
Harper and Brothers • • • • • • • • • • Bew York City 
Barva.rd UniveraitJ Press •••••••• C&mbridge, baa. 
D. c. Heath and Corn,p&Jq • • • • • • • • Iiew York City 
Boughton ~fflia Co ••••••••••• Boston, Mass. 
AlfredA. !Dopf •••••••••••• !lew York City 
Little, Br01m, and Compan7 ••••••• Boston, Mass. 
The Jlaomillaa Compa.11J' • • • • • • • • • Iiew York City 
The Methodist Book Concern • • • • • • Bew York City 
Thomas Iielson and Sons • • • • • • • • • Iiew York City 
Presbyterian Board of Obristian 

Educatioa • • • • • • • • • • • • • . Philadelphia, Pa. 
Publishing House of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church South • • • • • • • :Bichmond, Ya. 
Oliver Ditson Comp&n7 • • • • • • • • • Bew York City 
Oxford UniversitJ Press • • • • • • • • :New York City 
Fleming H. Revell • • • • • • • • • • • :New York City 
Charles Scribners Sons • • • • • • • • , Iiew York City 
Yale University Press • • • • • • • llew Haven, Conn. 

As a second meus of selection, the opinion of the lea.ding 

critics of children's books was sought. This was done b7 consulting 

the five major catalogues and surveys of children's literature. Those 

consul ted were: 

Bova Beust: Graded List of Books for Children, 1930. 
George W. Beiswanger: Character Value of the Old Testa-

ment Stories, 1930. 
Children's Catalogue- H. H. Wilson, 1930. 
Jlahoay and Wbitney: Bealms of Gold, 1929. 
Amla Oarrol.l Moore: !he Three Owls, 1931. 

With the exception of !he Three Owls, by Alma carroll Koore, 

no catalogu.es of any im_portance that bad been published since 1930 

could be found. Several brief catalogues had been issued by the :New 

York Public Library since that date but none of them contained Bible 

stories. 



... 6-

2. Summary of Findings. 

The results of these two inquiries, comprising a list of 

eighty books, were then tabulated and those books mentioned by three 

or more authorities were selected as the basis for this study. 

Through this process of elimination the list was reduced to fol~teen. 

The complete list of the eighty books recommended, together with the 

names of the authorities who suggested them, will be found in the ap• 

pendix. The following are the fourteen selected for special analysis: 

William Canton: The Bible Story. 
Frances Weld Danielson: Bible Story Book. 
J~mes Daugherty: The Kingdom and the Power, and the Glory. 
Charles Foster; The Story of the Bible. 
George Hodges: The Garden of Eden. 

The Cnstle of Zion. 
When the King Came. 

Jesse Lyman Hurlbut: Story of the Bible. 
Macmillan: The Little Children's Bible. 

The Older Children's Bible. 
F. J. Olcott: Stories to Read and Tell. 
H. A. Sherman and c. F. Kent; The Children's Bible. 
Nora. A. Smith; Old, Old. Tales from an Old, Old Book. 
Eva March Tappan: An Old, Old Story Book. 

In addition, because of the recency of their publication, 

the followi,ng two books will be included in this survey: 

Maud and Miska Petersham: The Christ Child. 
Skrenda and Juergens: ~linute Stories from the Bible. 

·Furthermore, although the American Standard Bible Readers 

were recommended by only two authorities, since they are all written 

by outstanding religious educators and are edited by Dr. Henry H. 

Meyer, dean of the Boston University School of Religious Education 

and Social Service, and since the above list contains so few books for 

younger children, it was thought best to include them in this study. 
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These uonsist o 

.. ~n Old Testament 
Jessie Eleanor J•loore: Stories 

Testament Primer: 
IJ. Smi.ther: Jesus f.nd the 

Reader: 
Jessie :Moore: Stories to Read 

A Se~ond Reader: 
• McArdle: Stories of 

c. 

ne to set up of the essential elsments of a 

list of authorities on wi 11 

from the b of the fall standard books on 

education: 

J'~d:na Dee n :Bs.ker: K:i.nder 
corge Herbert :Betts and 

Education 

' 

w-. 

liethod in the 
0. Hnwthorne: 

editors: Studies 

MAt hod i:n the Church Schoo 1 
M~rie Cole Powell= Junior J:Iethod in the 

From of the authorities the above books and 

of ~n:teh school literature as are 

found im The Curricuhun of Relig:lous Eciucation. Dr. 

:Batts 

for thifl will be set up. 



2. !he Study of the Bible Story Books Chosen. 

An .aalysis of the respective Bible Story Books will then 

be made in the light of the standards formlated. !hese separate 

analytical studies will be followed by a com,parative study of the 

books as they stand in the group. A 8UJll'1lB.l7 as to general trends 

in Bible Story Books today and a selection of those books found to 

be best wi 11 conclude the survey. 



stm!IBG UP OBI TIBIA FOR JUI»IBG 

!I!BB :BI:BLB S!ORY :BOOES 



8l!Pl"li:IG UP 01U!lUUA. FOll JUDGING 
!ritE BIBLJ 5'.00RY BOOKS 

On the tace ot it, the worth ot every book is dependent 

upon its mechanical teatures, its style, and. its content. A verr 

worthwhile and. beautifUl story1!Ay be thrown aside because it is 

sent_ out to the public in a 4rab binding, or has to push its meaning 

through crowded t1,pe or poor writing, or bas its truth 41storttJ4 bJ 

interior illustrations. For a child., a poorly written storr may 

have no real meaning. Yet good. literature is not a guarautee ot 

truth. All elements making up a book mat be of value in theDlSelves. 

Before estimating a Bible storybook, therefore, standards tor all 

particulars are essential. 

It is rather interesting to find, then, that in the two 

outstanding •score caru•1 tor JucJ.sing the curricula of religious 

education these three factors, mecbanical features, style, and con-

tent are set forth as the standards by which curricular materials 

are to be juqed. Other factors such as pedagogical organisation 

of lessons and helps for teacher and. pupil are mentioad, but are 

intended for teaching materials and not for stories. They will, 

therefore, be omitted here. Criteria for judging the three factors 

mentioned Will now be considered in detail. 

1. Wal tar Scott Athearn: 
George Herbert Betts: 
Chapter XVII. 

• • • • • • • 

Indiana Survey, "Vol. II., Part III. 
The Oa.rriculum of Religious Education, 

- 10-
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A. Criteria for Judging the Bible Story Books with Respect to 
Kecha.nical Features. 

Under this topic the •score cards" include bases for eval-

uating t7,pe, organization and attractiveness of page, pictorial il­

lustrations, and the general composition of the book. In the discus­

sion ot pictorial illustrations additional authorities were used in 

order to supplement the •score cards•, in Which the material is lim-

ited to sample pictures ot V&rJing degrees of excellence. !he author­

ities were Edna D~ Baker,1 Alberta Munkres,2 and Marie Cole Powe11,3 

each a recognised leader in the field of rel~ious education ot chil-

drcm. 

1. Bases tor Evaluating flpe. 

In speaking of tJPe, Dr. YoU"Dg in a report to the Jlaine 

State Board of Health says, 

•Books printed from type smaller than lollg primer 
should never be put into the hands of pupils of any grade, 
and those for yoU"Dg children should be printed from 'pic& • or 
•great primmer•. J'Ull-faeed Roman type is, much more suit­
able than the 'l~ht faced• type now so mch in favor. 

•!he distance of the letters from each other should 
not be too slight, and the different words in the same line 
should stand far enough apart to enable the eye rapidly and 
easily to take in the picture of each. !he distance from 
line to line should not be less than 2.5 millimeters, dis­
regarding the larger letters, and Oo~ prefers three milli­
meters (1/8 inch). Some authorities state that the leugth 
ot line should not exceed 100 millimeters; others, as ap­
pears to me more wisely for schoolbooks, place the limit at 
80 or 90 millimeters.-' 

• • • • • • • 

1. Edna Dean Balter, :Kindergarten Method in the Cburch School. 
2. Alberta :Munkres: Primry Method in the Church School. 
3. Karle Cole Powell: Junior Method in tbe Church School. 
4. Edward liichard Shaw: School ~giene, p. 17'1-9, quoted by 

Walter ~cott Athearn: Indiana Survey, Vol. II., P• 116. 
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For children in the fourth and fifth grades twelve point 

type with ten point leading is best. (A point is one seventy-second 

of SA inch. Leading is here used to mean the distance from the bot-

tom of a snBll letter in one line to the top of a small letter in the 

next line.) For children in the second and third grades fourteen 

point tJ.pe with twelve point leading is considered correct.
1 

Thus, 

in estimating Bible story books in respect to type, the size of type, 

the leading, and the word spacing will be the points considered. 

z. Bases for Evaluating the Organization and Attractiveness 
of the Page. 

The organization and attractiveness of a page mean much to 

a book. But little needs to be said on this subject, since it re-

solves itself into a matter of margins and arrang.ement. To produce 

the best effects the margins must be wide enough and the paragraphs 

and divisions spaced enough to avoid the appearance of crowding: &11 

headings DQSt be pleasingly arranged and attractively worded. 2 

3. Bases for Evaluating the lliake-up of the Book. 

The material and composition of a book are extremely 1m-

portant if it is to play its full part in the life of its readers, 

An attraotiw and durable binding and paper of good quality3 are 

the essentials of a book which will stand the test of a child's 

library. In order to meet the standards a book mst have an excel-

• • • • • • • 

1. Cf. Walter Scott Athearn& Indiana. Survey, Vol. II., PP• 118•119, 
2. Ct. Ibid., P• 110. . 

George Herbert Betts: The Curriculum of Religious Education, P• 349, 
3, Cf. Walter ScotAthearn: Op. Cit., P• 110, 

Ct. George Herbert Betts: Op. Cit., P• 349. 
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lent quality of oloth binding or a binding of half or three-fourths 

leather. !he const:mction of the binding mst be strong. (!eclmi­

ca.lly this would 1nvo1Ye good sewed-in headbands and attractive head-

oa.ps, well glued super of good material extending o-ver the inside of 

each cover at least three quarters of an inch, touch endpapers and a 

rounded back reinforced with vellum, tape, or light leather.1) Cbil-

dren enjoy handling their own books; therefore, the size of' the book 

should be neither too large nor too 8l'll&ll for the size of the child 

for whom it is intended. 
2 

4. Bases for Evaluating the Pictorial Illustrations. 

In a recent lecture on religious art, Mrs. John .Anderson 

Wood, Professor of Religious Art and Architecture in !he Biblical 

Seminary in Bew York, commented on the fact that children's religious 

ideas as well as their tastes are ruined by tbe poor art used to il­

lustrate msDJ Bible stories. In contrast to this, she told how Rus-

kin's mother had never allowed him to see 8DJ but the finest pictures 

and how as a result all his writing and thinking shows the perfection 

of appreciation and judgment which was a direct outgrowth of his early­

developed tastes and his early-nourished spiritua.lity.3 What our 

children feed on with their eyes they are likely to feed on with their 

souls. 

When we consider the value of good pictorial illustrations 

• • • • • • • 

1. Of. Walter Scott Athearn• Op. Cit., p. :3.'34,. 
Z. Ct. Ibid., P• 129 
3. Of. Mrs. Jo:tm .Anderson Wood: Lecture on Religious Art, !he Bib­

lical Seminary in Bew York, November, 1932. 
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purely trom the point of view of the storJ' we find tllat artistic 

pictures make a. str(>nger appeal to the individual and tlms drive home 

the point of the story more effectively than poor ones.l 

!he pictures most interesting to children are those which 

include co lor, action, and familiar experiences. a Pictures in which 

the value depends on a understanding of their analogies and sJDibola 

should not be used with children.1 Xeither is it wise to use pic-

tures illustrating too graphical17 the bloody sceaes of the Old !ea-

tament. A picture illustrating a Bible storJ' should be true to the 

spirit of the storJ', true to the setting of the atorJ, suited to 

child interests and spiritual in tone. !he,best pictures are inter-

pretive, but there is a real place for the purely illustrative tJ.pe 

if that tJ.pe does not do violence to the mean:Jng of the storJ'. 4 !be 

pictures should above all give to the child an interpretation of God 

and Jesus Which will imbue him with a spiritual power which onlJ a 

vivid concept of God C8IL impart. 6 

All cuts mat be clear. 6 Color is a.n important feature of 

children's pictures, but when pictures are colored, the co loring 

should be so well done that it adds to rather than detracts from the 

spirit of the picture. 7 

• • • • • • • 

1. ct. Walter Scott Athearn: Op. Cit., p. 121. 
2. Cf. J(arie Cole Powell: Junior Method in the abnrch School, 

PP• 305-506. 
s. Cf. Alberta. lllmkres: Primary Method in the Church School, 

PP• 110 ... 111. 
Of. Ed:aa. Dean Baker: Kindergarten Method in the Church School, 
PP• :1.'16-178. 

4. Ct. Mrs. John ..Anderson Woodr, Op. Cit. 
6. Of. Marie Cole Powell: Op. Cit., P• 349. 
&. ct. Walter Scott Athearn: Op. Cit., p. 110. 
'1. Of. Ibid. 



Renee, 'When the worth of a picture is estimated, the artis-

tic Y&lue, the religious value, the value to the child, and the ex-

cellence of the mechanical execution of the cut will be the bases tor 

Ju4gment. 1 

6. A. Sunmary of the Criteria tor Judging the B.echanical 
Features. 

In the actual Judging ot the story books the mechanical 

features will necessarily play a large part. When they are discussed 

the t1,p8, the organization and attractiveness of the page, the pic-

torial illustratious, aud the general make-up of the book will be the 

points considered. 

B. Criteria for Judging the Bible Story Books with Respect to Style. 

A general standard for style is tendered in the •score 

2 cards•, previously mentioned. These will be used as sources for 

the setting up of criteria for the geueral literary merit of Bible 

story bookS. However, since children's stories are a very special-

ized for.m of literature, criteria ~st also be set up for evaluating 

story methods. For this a more specific stauda.rd is needed. As men-

tioned in the general introductiou, a list of authorities on story 

telling was selected from the bibliographies of leading books ou 

Beligious Education. 3 These books will be used as sources of cri-

• • • • • • • 

1. C!. George Herbert Betts: The Curriculum of Religious Education, 
P• 349. 

2. Of. Walter Scott .Athearn: Op. Cit., Part Ill. 
Of. George Herbert Betts: !he Curriculum of Religious Education, 
G.bapter mi. 

3. ct. Ante. p. 7. 
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teria tor the judgment of stor1 telling methods. 

1. Bases for Evaluating Literar1 Merit. 

!here are standards of good writing Which must be adhered 

to if stories tor children are to bear S1J.1 ot the living truth and 

beaut7 of the Jible itself. AD&tole France bas said, 

"When JOU are writing tor children, do not assume a stJle tor 
. the occa.sicm. Think JOUr beat and leli there be plent1 ot 
breadth and power. •1 

Children appreciate credit tor personalitJ and underatand1ng.2 Of 

this S 1r Walter Scott JJa.18, 

"' am persuaded that children hate books Which are written 
dowa to their capacitJ and love those 'Which are composed 
more for their elders. I will make, it possible, a book 
that a child shall understand, Jet a :man will feel sor 
temptation to peruse should he chance to take it up.• 

It the child in adnlts does not respond to a storJ it is prettJ cer-

tain that the child himself will not respond. 

!he elements listed in the •score cards• as the essentials 

ot a.rq writing are ainceritJ, breadth, power, excellence ot diction, 

aud clear sentence and paragraph structure. A storJ tor a child 

should have all of this with the added feature of having the voca.bu­

larJ, attack, and general grammatical complexitJ suited to the age 

ot the chi.ld tor whom the storJ is written. 4 

2. Bases tor Evaluating StorJMethods. 

A skilled wor.J.anan mst have the technic as well as the 

• • • • • • • 

1. Bertha E. Ma.hone1 and Elinor WhitneJ~ Realms of Gold, Intro-
d.u.ction, p. 12. 

2. Ct. Bertha E. Mahone1 and Elinor WhitneJ; Op. Cit., P• 12. 
z. Ibid., P• 12. 
4. Ot. Walter Scott Athearn, Op. Cit., P• 110. 
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spirit of his art. Therefore, before we judge the Bible story books 

under consideration, we must make a brief survey of the chief ele-

menta of story writing. In order to do this, standard texts in 

this field were , es already stated, in v~rioua bibl 

Laird T. 

story.-tell 

bibl 

The bibliography of story.telling texts 
1 2 
, and the one Dr. Betts deal 

ies for tho whole spe.n of childhood. The 

of 1Ii as :t~d:na De an 
5 

3 4 
, and 

Miss ie Cole Powell are concerned with the pre-school, the 

• 

primary, and the junior of child life ively. Since these 

books ?3-re the standards in their fields, their recom.'nendations on 

story-tellil'lg texts were taken as authoritative. 'J:lhe co:nsensus of 

opinions pointed to twelve books as the standard books on 
6 

A list of these will be fmmd in the l<~rom a c~reful 

in the three last-mentioned source books, a chart out the 

tellir.g. 

essential elements of story tell was made. This will be 

used, in the discussion following, as the basis for the criteria 

on tell now to be set up. 

. . . . . . . . 
1. Loh and L. w. Crawford: Studies in 

2. Dducation. 
3. School. 
4. !~1 be:rta l..1mkres & 

5. l\;!£u:>ie Cole Powell: Ju11lor 11Lethod in the 
6., ix II. 
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a. Essential Qualities of the StorJ as a il"hole. 

(1) UnitJ1 

In eveq discussion of stoq writing there is found the 

statement that a stoq :must have unity of t 1me, place and act ion. 

There should be no sudden change of characters or situation if this 

unitJ is to be sustained. 

' !here are certain technical &ids which everJ storJ writer 

should use to advantage. These are direct discourse, contrast, 

repetition, sense appeal, drama, and condensation. 

(3) l!lmotional E:tfect3 

As a whole, the storJ should lead the reader or listener 

through an emotional experience and leave a living picture in his 

mind. 

b. Essential Qualities of Specific Parts of the Story.4 

!he structure of eveq well-told story 'll1AJ be resolved 

into four component parts .. the introduction, the succession of 

incidents, the climax, and the conclusion. In order to .simplifY 

this an&lJSis these will now be considered separatelJ. 

(1) Introduct1on1 

A good introduction is ~ecific rather than general and 

. . . ... ' . 
1. ot. Appendix II. 
2. ot. Ibid. 
3. Cf. Ibid. 
4. Cf. Ibid. 
5. ot. Ibid. 
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arouses interest from the very first word. It is most effective 

when it raises and answers the questions "'hof'* Jlllfben?" and "'here,., 

and when it very definitely leads into but never reveals the plot. 

As to style, it is brief and utilises concrete words and direct sen­

tences. An introduction to a story should bring forth from the reader 

a sincere •glad to meet you•. 

(!) Succession of Incidental 

Just as the selection of the incidents to be told in the 

body of a story is of prime importance, the organization ot those 

incidents so as to lead to an effective climax is of supreme conse-

quence. The succession of il:lcidents mst be orderly as well as com-

plate and should unwind the plot as i1i moves steadily on to the climax. 

To accomplish this most effectively all unnecessary detail should be 

omitted. 

Wben the climax is reached it should be reoognizabl7 clear 

and outstanding. It is the point of high drama. in the Whole stoey 

and always involves the element of surprise. Its purpose is to 10:1ot 

the thread of narration. This can best be accomplished b7 crisp con-

cise sentences. 

(4) Conclusion3 

!he ideal conclusion is not, as is often the case with con-

l. Ct. Appendix II • 
2. Cf. Ibid. 
5. Ct. Ibid. 

• • • • • • • 
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elusions, an anticlimaX but a satisfying unravelling and fold.ing 

a•y of the knotted and rumpled incidents of the story. !here should 

be no moraliziJlB, no summary, no explanation of DJilNU1ing, and no sug­

gestion of another story. !he whole should be brief, dramatic, sa.tis-

fying, and suggestive. Although the characters if liviug will live 

on, this part of the story should end the action previously dealt 

with. 

8. Sumna.ry of Criteria for Judging Style. 

As bas been said above, the elements essential to good 

writing are: 

•sincerity, breadth, power, excellefce of diction, and clear 
, sentence ad paragraph structure. • 

In a story the introdnction should be concise, adequate, and interest-

ing; the succession of incidents orderly and complete with all un-

essentials eliminated; the cltmax forceful; the whole effect unified, 

leaviJlB a living picture in the mind. 

c. Criteria for Judging the Bible Story Books with Respect to 
Content. 

In order to determine these criteria the story-telling 

aathorities referred to above will again be used as sources. The 

bases for evaluating the appropriateness of the story to the age of 

the child, and the Biblical accuracy of the stories will be the next 

points for consideration. !he opinions of the above authorities on 

the story interests of the various age groups and the degree of ac-

• • • • • • • 

l. Ante. p. 16. 
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euracJ essential in retold Bible stories will be tou:nd on the afore-

mentioned chart in the appendix. 

1. Bases for Evaluating Appropriateness of the Sto%7 to the 
Age of the Child. 

Authorities are genarallJ agreed that the child's life up 

through the junior period may be divided into three distinct periods. 

Jllq, tor a:&JB.ple, classifies them as •the Realistic period•, •the 

Im&giuative period•, and •the Keroic period•.1 !he Realistic period 

includes the average pre-school age, approximately. three through five 

Jears, the Il'!ISginative period the primarJ age, six through eight years, 

and the Heroic period the junior age, nine through eleven years. !he 

storJ interests of those various groups, as found in the sources 

studied, are as follows: 2 

a. !he Sto%7 Interests of the Pre•School Child. 

!he pre-school child is a somewhat matter-of-tact little 

person Whose mind does not reach beyond his own little world of ex-

perience. He is interested in parents, in other children, in animals, 

and in the familiar obJects about him such as chairs and tables. As 

a result he wants tales of personages and things that are a part ot 

his world. 

b. The StorJ Interests of the Primary Child. 

The primary child does not live in a world limited by law 

• • • • • • • 

1. ct. William J. May: :Bible Stories and How !o Tell Them, 
PP• 2l8-Zl. 

2. Cf. Appendix II. 



ad circumstance. His imagination can make fairy worlds out of 

DOthing. Consequently, he delights in stories of fantastic and 

supernatural realities or those in which a supernatural power is 

evident. 

c. !he Story Interests of the Junior Child. 

:By the time the child reaches the junior age he has cl:II!Lnged 

his major interest from fairies to heroes. He has now a craving tor 

true stories of people Who have adventured and triumphed through 

braverr and physical prowess. 

!he :Bible is rich in material for all three types of 

stories. !he story teller's duty is, then, to take this material 

a;nd with the interests of the child in mind, tell it with vividness 

and truth. !he same story can at times be adapted to several dif­

ferent age groups if a different element in the story is emphasised 

each time. !his :must be done, hoaver, without losing sight of the 

aim and spirit of the original. 

2. :Bases for Evaluating Biblical.Accura.cy of Stories. 

It is a truism to say that although facts are true, truth 

is not always fact. !his conception has been used both advantageously 

and disadvantageously by those attempting to rewrite :Bible stories. 

It has been used to advantage by those who before attempting to re­

write a story have made a study of the context and baCkground out of 

which that story has come in order to interpret ita real meaning. It 
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has been used to disadvantage by those who have asserted that, al-

though the :Bible contains truth the facts are not necessarilf accu-

rate, and, instead of studying the context of the stories, have 

interpreted them according to individual concepts of truth. llaJ, 

ROZ'D\ Roughton, EseJXWein, Eggleston, Danielson, Cather, and Br~t 

agree in saying that a story should admit Tarying degrees of ampli-

1 fication of baCkground and a certain elaboration of mental states. 

llevertheless, this amplification must remain true to history, geog-

raphy, customs, and l::ltman nature. 

!here are m&ny who object to telling many of the Old Testa-

ment stories to children because of the supposed evil influence of 

incidents revealing primitive ferocity. :But as Roughton says: 

"The mental development of every child naturally repeats the 
.mental historr of the race, and in its first years it has 
not only the strong poetic nature conspicuous in all primi­
tive peoples but also that instinitive ferocity through Which 
the race has necessarily passed.• 

Concerning those who modify those old tales Horne s&ys: 

-The ~ld stories represent a simplicity and directness of 
moral quality which is softened into weakness in the later 
modifications. The originals represent racial efPeriences, 
the unfaithful copies show individual opinions.• 

The child needs and undergoes chastenings which serve as object les­

sons to prevent future misdemeanor. According to llosley,4 God's 

treatment of the Israelites in their early historf should be looked 

• • • • • • • 

1. Cf. Appendix II. 
2. Louise Seymour Houghton: Telling Bible Stories, p. 33. 
3. Rerma.n Harrell Horne: StorJ Telling, Questioning, and Studying, 

P• 38. 
4,. Cf. J. B.llozley: Ideas in :Earlf.Ages, PP• 235-236. 
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at :front the same viewpoint. !hese stories can be presented to the 

child in this light, but the details of horror should not be entpha­
l 

sized. 

To carq the assertions of the above-mentioned leaders into 

llew !estSJ.~~tnt material, as well as Old, would certainly mean that all 

Bible stories should be told with truth as to detail, with amplifica­

tion of background, but with no interpretation which would tend to 

read into them individual opinions which are at variance with the 

context. 

!he value of giving to the child Biblical truth as it 

stands is sumnarized 'V&ry ade~ately by Roughton. .And what she says 

of the Old Testament might well be applied to the whole Bible. 

"The Old testament made the Hebrew people a peculiar people, 
. by developing in them an uni~e God-consciousness. 1 t will 
do the same for the people of the United States when it is 
:freed :from overloading convention and unintelligent inter­
pretation. It will do this for our children if we give it 
to them as it is. And what better can we ask f~{athem than 
aD &blding consciousness of the presence of God,.--

3. Summa.ry of Oriteria for Judging Content. 

A. story that· is Biblically accurate and yet outside of the 

realm o:f child interest might as well ha'V& not been written, for it 

will not be read. A story appealing to child life, yet inaccurate 

Biblictlly, may lead to a distortion of truth and a distrust of the 

Bible which could be a very detrimental influence in the lite of a 

• • • • • • • 

1. Ct. Appendix II. 
2. Louise Seymour Houghton: Op. Cit., p. 286. 



child. A good blending of these two elements of interest and accu-

racy is of prtmary importance in the re-writing of Bible stories. 

D. A 8wm'.fary of the Criteria for Judging the Bible story Books. 

In the analysis of the Bible story books which Will be made 

in the next chapter the following criteria, then, will be used as a 

basis for evaluation. 

1. Do the mechanical features make the book more valuable, 
useful, and attractive? 

a. Is the type suited to the child's phJsical limitations? 

(1) ls it the correct sise? 

(2) Is its leading suitable? 

(3) Does its word spacing make reading easy? 

b. Is each page attracti,_? 

(l) Are the :margins wide enough to avoid the appear­
ance of crowding? 

(2) Are all headings and divisions pleasingly arranged? 

(3) Do the titles to the stories attract and lead to a 
l'eading of the stories themselves? 

c. Do the pictures add. to the attractiveness and value of 
the book? 

(1} Are the cuts clear and distinct? 

(2) :Do they meet the standards of good •rt? 

(3) Are they colored? If so, is the coloring well donet 

(4) Do they show action? 

(5) Do they deal with experiences which are within the 
range of the child's und.ersta.nding? 
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(6) Do they deal with reality rather than sy.mbolis~ 

('1) Do they avoid too graphic a portra.;val of the 
bloody scenes? 

(8) Are they true to the spirit of the Bible stol7f 

(9) Are they true to the setting of the Bible story? 

(10) Are they true to the details of the Bible story? 

(11) Are they interpretative or illustrative? 

(12) Is their probable effect on the spiritual and 
moral nature of the child a positive one? 

d. Is the make-up of the book such as will add to its value? 

(1} Is the material out of which it is made of lastil'lg 
and attractive quality? 

{2) Is the construction durable? 

(3) Is the size such as can be easily handled by the 
child? 

2. Is the style adequate as a carrier for the content? 

a. Does the book reveal the essentials of good writing? 

(1) Is there sincerity? 

(2) Is there breadth and power? 

(3) Is the choice of words good? 

(4) Are the sentence and paragraph structure clear? 

(5) Is the style such as can be comprehended and en-
Joyed by the child? 

b. Are the standards of good story telling met? 

(1) Are they met in the story as a whole? 

(a) Is there unity? 

(b) Are technical aids used to advantage? 
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(c) Does the story lead the listener through an 
emotional experience and leave him with a 
living picture in his mind? 

(2) Are they met in the specific parts of the story? 

(a) Does the introduction answer the questions 
'Rho?", -tlhere,., and •hent• Does it lead 
into the ~Plott .Is it brief! Are its words 
concrete? Are its sentences concise? 

(b} Is the succession of incidents orderly and 
complete, omitting all unnecessary detail? 

(c) Is the climaX outstaad.i.D.S'f Does it ltnot the 
thread of narration? 

(d) Is the conclusion brief and satisfying? Does 
it avoid moralization? 

z. Is the selection of content appropriate and the presentation 
of material accurate? 

a. Are the stories suited to the age interests of the child? 

(1) Do the stories for the pre-school period deal with 
the familiar objects and personages of the child's 
world? 

(2) . Do the stories for the primary period include the 
supematural? 

(Z) Do the stories tor the junior period deal with the 
character and exploits of heroes? 

b. Are the stories accurately retold? 

(1) Are they true to the spirit of the Bible story? 

(2) Are they true to the historical and geographical 
background of the Bible? 

(Z) Are they true to the details of the Bible story? 

(4) Are theJ true to the aim of the Bible stol'J? 

(5) Are they true to the message of the :Bible as a whole! 

(6) Are they psychologicallJ sound in their interpreta­
tion of ~ nature? 

o. Is the probable effect of this content on the moral, 
intellectual, and spiritual life of the child a positive 
one? 
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AI U.U.YSIS OF HE BBSPIO!IW: BIBLE S!I!Olli BOOKS CJIOSEN 

.All. analJtic stuq ot the Bible story boolts will now be made 

accordinc to the standards set up in the previous chapter. The me-

chanical features, the style, and the content ot each book. will be 

examined and, in the light of the criteria, a brief estimate ot its 

value will be given. As the art of each book tmder consideration is 

discussed, one picture representing as nearly as possible the average 

q,ualitJ of that art will be included whenever available. 

A. American Standard Bible Readers: 

Jessie Eleanor MOore: First Bible Stories 
lthal L. Smithers: Jesus and the Children 
Jessie El~or Uoore: Bible Stories to Bead 
tildred J. JlcA.rdle: Stories ot LoDg Ago 

1. Aa B:mmination of the Jaechaaical Features. 

a. The !l,P&. 

The type in these boolts is wmsually large. A child just 

beginning to read could easily pick the letters out, tor the leading 

and word spacing are of correspoadi:ag proportions. fhe broad Roman .. 

faced type is clear &.Dd distinct. 

b. !l!he Organization and Attractiveness of the Page. 

fheae tour boOks are graded. As they advance in grade the 

amount ot material on each page is increased. J1a11.J pages in the priars 

conta.ia but a sentence or two, placed in the center, and tor every page 

- 29 -
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ot print there is a full-page 1ll'ustrat1on telliDg in picture fol'Dl 

what is told in words ill the text oppol1te. !his makes these exoeed­

iDglJ attraoti•e booltS, boou which are nan meanil'lgful to childrea 

who c&tmot Jet read with ease. !he titlea of the stories head the 

page on Which the ator1 begins. 

!he :f'irst reader has J118.J11 full-page pictures, but theJ do 

aot occur opposite ner1 page and tl':le printed pagea are more :tilled. 

Since this is true the book is capable o:t includil'lg a greater UWBber 

o:f' stories. !his makes :tor more breaks in the page organisation. In 

a awmber o:f' 1Pstances attractive child-liturgies, taterestinglJ 11-

lutrated ant well-apace4, are :f'ound between stories. 

!he second reader has a still different page arrangement. 

It includes frequent direct quotations :tram the !ible which are alwaJB 

printed. in a sm9.ller type than senerally used throughout the book. 

!he illustratious are more scattered here than in the other tbree 

'YOlumes. !here are not so ma.11J :f'ull-page outs but there are Ja9.11Y halt­

page illustrations. !his makes tor a variety which the smaller child 

does not 1V&!lt, but which the older prim&rJ child is begbmiDg to de­

sire. 

c. !he Jla.lte-Up o:f' the !ooks • 

!heae bookS are small, tlat, and light, exoellentlJ suited 

to the J'O\Uig child who delights in thiDga made Just for him, and eo 

seta great aatis:f'aotioa :trom handliDg them. :me .... ertheless, their paper 

and bindins are not o:f' good enough qualitJ to stand the atrain o:t their 

probable popularity. 
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4. !he Pictorial Illustrations. 

Bere we find life, but not depth of character. Here we 

fil'ld feeliBg, but not deep emotion. Bere we look and see on11 those 

things which a child would notice 1n real life. Bere is ~~ coloriDg, 

too br~t for the sober adult but expressing Child JoJ. Bere we find 

creat bodilJ activitJ, not mental attitD.d.es. Bere stories are told 1n 

picture form. :Life is portr&Je4 as it is, not interpreted. Bare are 

aere piotorial illustratioas, not masterpieces, but the7 draw a child 

to them, give him a sense of JoJ and wonter, and reveal to hill a cer­

tain elemental kDowleqe of the truth. 

As has been stated above, illuatratiou are opposite almost 

ever1 page. A verJ lovell inside cover aad. flJ leat picture of a lit­

tle boJ reading ancl clreaming of the stories of loug ago is found 1D 

the front of the primers. J. similar pose of the boJ Jesus watch1Dg a 

oaravaa pass is found 1D the two graded reaclers. llo child who piCked 

up these books and saw the pictures would la7 them down without read· 

ing the stories to discover wet the pictures were "all about•. 

1. Aa 'lzaDtiaation of the Style. 

a. General .Literary lleri t. 

Brief, concrete, ancl simple, these stories have a charm and 

a power all their owa. !he mere repetitioa of words sing songs of J•J'• 

!heir character is not too iavolved nor too deep for the little child 

to comprehend. Be can feel that here are friends Just his age, friends 

who stilalate hie tho118ht aad ima.gination. 
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!he writers of these stories have mastered the art of ator1 

tell1J18. !'heJ have revealed. their ability to eliminate all but the 

essential material, to develop a simple incident into a dramatic storJ, 

to use ex.pertlJ the tools of repetition, direot discourse, and concrete 

imager7, aad to UllifJ all elsents into a living whole. 

!'he introductions are brief and answer all qaestion of -whet•. 

inc is one for the ver7 young child& 

•David took care of his father's sheep.•1 

- ' 

l!ere is one for the child who is learning to read: 

•once there was a baby who was hi41ng. 

•:e:e 4id not know tba t he was hi,81Dg. 

"Jig Sister JU.riaa knew he was hiding. 

"But he was asleep.•a 

!he succession of incidents is orderly and complete. There are no de-

tails here that take awa1 from the rapid rising of feel1ng leading to 

the climaz. Time has been allowed. for the develop1ent of thoaght. !his 

is illustrated in the storJ of Isaac and the wells in Gerar where the 

same situation is repeated four times with onlJ alight variations.1 

!he climaxes alw9.7s involve some surprising tva which usu-

ally bring a Joyful tread of events to 8DJ troubled. character in the 

stOrf• !hey are simple and well handled. !his is well sbowa in the 

• • • • • • • 

1. First Bible Stories, P• 100. 
2. Bible Stories to Read, P• 21. 
8. Stories of ~ong Ago, p. 119. 
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"!he children were sad.. !he JnOthers were sad. :SabJ James 
erie«. But slowlJ theJ started baelt home. 

•Jesus stopped tallt1ng and he came toward the mothers and 
.. the children. Re held out his hands to them. 

••Let the children come to me•, said Jesus. •Jo not send 
.. them aw&J•'"l 

!he conclusions leave no doubts as to the final condition 

of all the characters in the storJ. !heJ are stmple and satisfJing, 

•tbe father went into the house. His little bo7 did not lie 
.oa the becl. Be was not hot with fever. lie was plaJing. 

"lh'erpoq in that house loved Jesus. 

"!he father loved him • 
.. 
"!he mother loved him. 

"!he little boJ Who did not see Jesus loved him.•a 

1. An lb:aminat ion of Content. 

a. Appropriateness to the Age of the Cbild. 

!here a1;e four stories ill the primer, First Bible Stories. 

One is about Rebe}g3.h who was helpful; one about the woman of emaam 

who was kind to her co~~~p&J~¥; one about Ruth who worked hard for 

''110ther Xao.Ui aad one aboat kvid Wbo took care of his fatb.er•s sheep. 

All of these stories are centered around experiences similar to tbose 

the child has had. llere are familiar things such as chairs aad tables. 

Here are familiar people, such as mothers, fatllers, children and com-

• • • • • • • 

1. Jesus and the Children, PP• 30, 32. 
2. Bible Stories to Read, pp. 96, 96. 
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parq. Bere are triendlJ animals. All elements loved bJ a little 

child are to be fO\Uld in these tour short stories. 

!he same things are true of the leeoad primBr, Jesus and 

SJ:le ClQldra. All the stories in this book are centered. aroaad a 

group ot chilclren who like to hear stories ot Jesus. oae day Jesus 

comes and theJ go to see him. !he incident of Jesus blessing the 

children is incorporated here. From this time on theJ love more t:baa 

ever to hear their mothers tell about Jesus. A few ot the stories 

th&J eaJoJ are record.ed. !heJ are: "!he Good. Shepherd.,• •Jesus and 

the tUck ioJ,• and "!he Wise Jlen.• .Another little boJ who has not 

seen Jesus starts out to see him aad when he finds him shal'es his 

lunch. All of these stories concern children's JoJs and sorrows, 

child.ren's responsibilities and undertaki.JaSs. !here is nothing re­

cord.ed that could not have been experienced by the average child, bad 

he lived 1n Jesus • daJ• 

!he first reader, lible Stories to Rey, includes: a storJ 

of Aluraham who shared, instead of fighting; of Joseph who went on sa 
' 

errand tor his father; of the babJ Jlosea who was hidiJlB from a bad 

kiag; of a little boJ whom God sent to a mother Who pra7ecl; of a 

little boy who lived in a big white clmrch; of a bigger boJ eo plqed 

beautiful songs oa a harp; ot the wonderful time when Jesu came; of 

Peter who lent Jesus his fishiDg boat; ot a sick graadJaother whom 

Jesus made well; ot a boJ who shared his lunch; of a blind man whom 

Jeaua healed; of a storm oa a lalte; of Jesus and the children; ot a 

little boJ who dicl not see Jesus but lovecl Bim ,3ust the same; of chil-
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drea who 88.JII.8 so!lfJs of praise; of aeed.s in the fields; and of a little 

loat sheep. 

As can be seen trom the above list, the r~e of interests 

in this boolt is wider than that fouad in the primers. Here are fouad 

all the elements include4 before. In addition to household furnishiDsa 

there are boats, harps, seeds, and a clmrch. Iastead of children lis­

teniDc to stories we find children running errands, watching babies, 

helpi.Dc 1Jl a charch. we find men refusinc to quarrel aad mea Who 

share What theJ have. Here we find the definite con~et problems of 

a tirat grader. 
( 

!he second reader, §toriea ot LoM .tgp, takes into considera-

tion the child • a developing aenae of chronological order. !he first 

llalf of the book deals with the storJ of Jesua• life, with its maiJl 

emp:basis on His infaneJ and boJhood. !he other stories of JUs life 

are concerned with those whom He helped and those who helped Rim. !his 

group of :lew !estament stories is separated from the latter half b7 a 

group of nature psal1118. !hese deal with the sun, rain, and birds and 

aaima.ls with wllich the child is acquainted. Interesting stories of 

014-!eatament children are re-told in the latter l:lalf. Here the child 

comes to mow the little •id, the bo7 Joaah, the Sba:aamite woman's 

aon. He also comes in contact with more people 'Whe are thoughtful, 

ltebell:.&h, the Slmaam.ite, aad Isaac who would not quarrel. !llroughout 

this volume the child has been brought 1nto close touch with Jesus who 

was a boJ like other boJs, and with people who loved God aad helped 

their fellow men. It is full of life and action and would am,pl7 satisfJ' 

the child Who is eager for an interest 1ng boolt to read. 
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'b. Biblical Accur&Q"• 

Altboash these books do not always tell the Bible wtoriea 

from the point of view in which theJ are presented. in the original, 

the Bible text for each storf is included. in the baCk of every book 

except the second reader, which bas portions of the Scripture included 

in the atorJ itself. '!hese stories are adeaiablJ imagiD.atiYe, but 

are aa attempt to interpret to the child those thi»gs Which mean moll 

to older people. !hey do no actual violence to the facts as theJ 

ataad and are perfectlJ true to the spirit of the original. !he main 

empbasis in all the bookS is on conduct, but this conduct is motivated 

bJ a constant consciousness of God. A great element of worship is 

found in each. 

In lifst Bible Stories there are two worship services re­

corded. Oae reveals the thanltf'ulness of lfaomi and Ruth for the food 

God has provid.ed..1 !he aecond shows l>avid. out UD.der the stars, with 

his sheep aafelJ in the told, Sillgi.Dg: BOb, give tba.nlts unto the Lord. 
2 tor Be is good.• 

!he second book, Jtsus anf. the ChUdrep,, leads up to a eli-

mactio experience of worship in the last storJ. For, as the child. 

rea41 the stories he is led through a crowing experie:a.ce of love and. 

admiration for Jesus and is readJ at the end. of the book to worship 

With the wise men. ..m outstandillg exam_ple of spontaneous worship found 

in other parts of the book is the followiDg: 

1. •· »· ta. 
z. '"'· 124:. 

• • • • • • • 
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"'~erie, cheerie, cheer,• plared the shepherd on his pipe. 
!bat waa the song the .birda had sung to him. 

'L11.1-1•1-who-oo ~ .~ played the shepherd oa his pipe. that 
wae the soDg t:bat the wind had suag to hia. 

•1 loTe thee, 0 Lord., Btl God, • euag the shepherd. !bat was 
his very own soag.•l 

,. 

la l'ble Storie!.to li!g.d, the concmct empllasis of the stories 

is related very definitelJ with worship in the little liturgies which 

occur at tx'equent intervals. ODe of the best examples of this is folUI4 

after the story of SUilel. !his liturgy consiets of two verses: 

"thou Jll8ltest darlat.ess and it is Dight.• (PSalm 104,20) 

•• gin thaDlta unto thee, 0 God, we give thanks.• 
(Psalm '15: 1) 

Jla.ch of the actual Bible text is inclucled iB §tories of Loy 

Me,. :ror instance, the story of the birth of Jesus is coacluded with 

six Ter!es trom Luke. !his is intro&tced in the followi:ag ma.nner: 

"llead the story of what the shepherds saw one light whe 
.they were in the field watohi:ug their sheep.• 

At other tilaas the text is included without introduciioD. the direct 

discour!e is to a large uteat exact quotation. By tbe challge 1n tn>e 

the child can readilY see when he is readi»c the Scriptural words. 

4. .Aa Eatima.te of these :Booka. 

Beoa.uae of their great appeal to the child, both through tlle 

illuatrations and the story, because they are imbued with a Joy011.s 

love of God, of llis SoB, ad of our fellowaen, and because that meet 

the needs of the child, both moral and spiritual, these books would 

• • • • • • • 

1. Jesus and the Children, J• 54. 
I. Stories of Long !go, P• 12. 
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oontribQte mnch to auy child's life. Bot all of these could be 

classed as accurate Bible stories, but clear distinction is Dade in 

the books \etweeu that which is accurate and that Which is i.mB&ina­

tive. If care 1s taken by the teacher or mother no confusicm on 

this point should result. 

B. William CUtoua ~he Bible Story. 

1. An Eumination of the itecbaaical J'eatures. 

a. !he !J.pe. 

!his tne is of the correct size but its leadiDg and worcl 

spaciD.g are slightlJ below the standard set tor them. !he print is 

clear and easilJ read. 

b. !he Orge.n.iaation and Attractiveness of the Page~, 

Large pages with wide margins, such as those of Dt Bi'b,.e 

§tf!rl are always attractive. 81Doe ]).r. Oantoa has witten these 

Bible stories as a ooDtiDuous narrative trom Genesis thrOQgh Revelatiou, 

the only orsanization found on the pages is that of an occasional break 

to insert the musiber and name of tbe next i:noitent included. These 

loek very well when a page is taka individually, but become a bit 

monotonous when it is discovered that all pages have the same arrange­

meat. !he names of the stories, such as, llfhe Red ])ut•, and "!he JlaZ1 

ot Uz" lend a little variety. 

c. !he llake-Up of the Book. 

the make-up of this book is very poor. In the first place, 

it approacbes an encyole:pedia in size and is very bard to ha:&ldle. !he 
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binding is not atro~~g enough to hold ita tour lmndred-tbree heavJ 

pages together, for it does not possess head-'bauds and its super is 

yerJ looaelJ woven. Ita 'ba.clt-'boarda and orange favic co'fer are :aot 

particalarlJ durable. The pictuea were inaerted after the quartos 

were mate up and were of necessitJ pasted to tlle a.d~oiai.Dg pages. 

!heJ are therefore apt to fall out when Dlloh ueed. !his boOk would 

soon break .dowz:l with the frequent ha:D.dU:ro~g which it would recei'fe in 

a child's library. 

4. !he Pictorial Illustra.tiona. 

All of the siXteen platee here found are colored. !he 

maJoritJ were drawn by11. Batherrell and are purelJ illustrative. 

Although there are a few Which actually 4tttract from the spirit of 

the text, most of them serve very adequatelJ as illustrations. 

!he mecha:D.ioal exeout ion of the outs is good but the tact 

that they are cut out and pasted on heavy mountiDg paper does not a4.4 

to the general appearance. !heir subJect matter is quite good, show­

ing such thi»cs as the sacrifice of Isaac, lloses in the bulrushes, 

IMIII8n's little maid and the raising of .Lasarus. 

a. An Bzam1nat1on of the Style. 

a. General Literary llerit. 

"''lorid• lfOUld well clesoribe the style of this 'boOk since 

the eentences are altogether too lo:ag ancl flowery, and. couietent ly 

interspersed with meani:agless words. Drama is ovenrorkecl. A ,rotuse 

uee of adJectives is made. A familiar pbrase is never usecl when a 

unfamiliar o:ae ca.:a be feun<l. J1.a:11J of the wor<la foUl'ld here are not ia 
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coDIIO:a. adult usace aacl would :a.ever be com,prelleded. bJ' a child.. !'he 

stJle as a whole briDga the Bible dow:a. to the level of a poorly­

w.ritte:a. tair7 tale. , !hia oaa well be illustrated i:a. the followillg 

excel'pt trom the a tor, of ehrist •a taaptatio:a.: 

•.&.a his lmma:r.l streacth ebbed awq, he leared. i:a. tboseap­
J&lliDI solitad.es the distress aDd d1saa7 with Which lo:a.e• 
lil:utas blvades the hearts of me:a.. !he MJ;ie sGUd.a of saad 
a:u.4 roclta cooling, the delusive ba.lt lisllts, which distort 
the visio:a., the atraage, phoaphoJ;esceacea of lifeless things, 
the suclde:a. stirring moveme:a.ta, rumors of the :a.isht troublecl 
e-.en his spirit with a breathless aeue of danser. DariDC 
that proloDCed fast the crescent moOD. waxed into a bright­
:a.eas which 1a7 like sJ1011f ~asset with black shadows, waned 
awq into a sleami~J~ rim wbioh save place to a sreeniah 
d.arlmeaa awarmins with stars, and. appeared. o:a.ce more as a 
sle:a.der sickle of sil'f'er. So a.~q U.7s, so JD8Q' nisbts he 
ada.red. 1D. praJeJ;"; and time seemed to be noonms illto 
eternit7.•l 

!he reader ca:n searce11 come throush this paragraph without a feeliDg 

ot dissust and a sense of unrealitJ. 

BJ the time one baa waded throush the iD.troductiona to these 

stories, one is wear7 and has no desire to so on. !he followi:a.s is 

tJ,pic&l: 

IIIJausiq 1D8.J17 a time to loOk baclt toward. Bet:bazQ' and. into the 
cloudless heaves, the7 came down from the JlGUilt of Olives 
lilte people in a dream. For foJ;tJ daJ's he that waa dead was 
see:a. of them to be alive b7 1D8.J17 proofs in:fallible. !he7 were 
now at the besinni.DB of a new life. aeturni11g to Jenaalem, 
the7 ascended. to the upper room where the7 were used to meet .•2 

'!his i:a.troduction answers the questions "~batt•, -~bent• aad 

1. .?. 281. 
a. '· a&a. 

• • • • • • • 
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"lb.ereY•, 'but is so involved and presents such a large number of 

i4eaa 1n such a wor4y JD8DD.er that the main thought is obscured. In 

lUte manner, the whole bo4y of the stoq is so overburdened. with words 

and detail that the train of thought is verJ difficult to follow. It 

is certa1nl7 not suited to a praotical-m1nded JuDior. 

!he drama of the ol1JIIU'.8s is Jll&111 tiJitea overdone. !he eli-

.ax to the stor7 of Samson is a fair sample: 

"!here was a moment of s1leat terror, then a tuma.lt of ter­
rifio shrielta aa the ma.ltitude saw the blind giu.t strain 
at the pillara with all his might.•l 

ltraagelJ enough, the conclusioas of these stories are, as 

a rule, fairlJ brief, and to the point. !hey usuallJ end With a brief 

and satisfJiDg statement of tact. 

a. An lbamination of Content. 

a. Appritpriateness to the Age of the Child. 

!he preface to this boolt is entitled, •Da.J Dre8818 of lfasa­

reth.• It is told from the point of view of a middl~e4 .an, loo~ 

las baolt on the ciAJs of his youth when he lay ia the sa d.reamillg of 

life on "l'uareth Bill.• Be goes on to say that this boolt answers 

these clay 4reama by givi.Dg xoeal pictures of his early fancies. !his 

is no })Oint of contact tor a child. Bo Junior could loOk. at life from 

this adult viR.Point. !he whole boolt is in the spirit of the preface. 

!he child is never included but is •talked. at• bJ a man whose eJes are 

on some far-off fairy land. While the child is longing tor living 

• • • • • • • 

1. P. 152. 
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heroes, Canton coats all that is real with a glamor of unreality. 

b. Biblical Accuracy. 

The actual incidents included in this book are quite ac­

curately recorded, but the author has so elaborated the background 

and mental states of the characters presented t}ls,. t the truth is dis­

torted. He never lets an act or scene speak ita own message, but 

leads it down with meaningless description. 

His arrangement of certain psalms as antiphonal responses 

in their historical setting is good. Throughout the story he stresses 

the evil results of sin and the power of the Holy Spirit in human life. 

4. An Estimate of the Book. 

Because of its poor make-up, inferior illustrations, hope­

lessly involved style, and unnatural atmosphere, this book has no 

place in a list of story books for children. 

o. Frances Weld Danielson: Bible Story Book. 

1. An Examination of the ltechanical Features. 

a. The Type. 

Even a primary child would find these pages alluring and easy 

to read, for the tyoe is large and well-spaced. 

b. The Organization and Attractiveness of the Page. 

These pages are very simple; the margins are broad; the 

printing is well broken up into paragraphs. The stories are unbroken 

units with simply-printed and simply-worded headings. The titles are 
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couched. in child •a lagu~e and adapted to chil~ thought. Representa­

tive of these are; -.rindi:og a Well", •.A :Brave Q.uea•, and "Peter Lies 

aad Is SorrJ•"c· 

c. !he MaKe-up of the :Book. 

Since this book is slim aDd light a small child could well 

clatm it as his own to carrJ around with him as his constant coDp&Rion. 

Its covers has the appearance of one expectiDI rough treatment, for 

the back boa.rd.s are covered with an exceptionally durable dark blue 

cloth. !he paper is thin but yery strong. !he whole is bound com­

pactlJ together. !he lack of head-bands might possiblY lead to a:a 

earlJ brea:lti:og of the book back, bllt this last is the onlJ deficiencJ 

in its make-up. 

4. !he Pictorial Illustrations. 

Kiss Danielson has shovm. e:~:oellent judgment of art and keen 

uaderstandil'lg of little children in her choice of pictorial illustra­

tions. Roederstein•s picture of Jesus and the little J»tch children, 

with its portraJ&l of child-like faith, hope, and loTe is the keJ to 

the spirit of the book. All of her pictures are of the beat. A list 

will reTeal their charactera CUin•a, "Sagar and Ishmael in tbe Wilder-
. 

aeas•c 1'riendt's, •oaea is. Jound"; :Bruelt's, "Ruth"; Reynolds, •In-
. . 

fa:at Saael"; Gardner's, -t()'lmg David Rescuing the I..am'b•; LeBolle's, 

•.Arrival of the Shepherds•; Bof'Bialm.'s, -christ .AmoDg the Doctors•; 
. 

J1JIIIIerm&a'a, -christ and the Fishermen•; 8oor4ts, "l.oat Sheep"; 

Jlockhorst•s, "Good Samaritan•; B'arraclt's, "Jeter's Denial"t S8Tea 
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out of the 't118lve deal with children; three deal with people help­

i.Jag; one deals with friends; and one with a conduct situation. 

All of these are vital to the child's lite. la their beaut7 and 

varietJ of eJil.P'basis theJ ahoa.ld ba.ve a great moral and spiritual in­

flueaoe. !lhe7 interpret to the child the spirit as well as show him 

the facts of the Bible. :lo mechanical barrier, such as poor print-

113g, has ben. raised between the message of these pictures and the 

child. 

I. An :lxamina.tiOA of the StJle. 

a. General Liter&rJ Jlerit. 

Kiss Danielson baa the gift ot writi~ beantitullJ and 

s1m,plJ. She has a oapaoitJ tor weaving into her 011111 sentences famil­

iar words and phrases from the Bible itself. Ber sentences are direct 

aad forcetul. Ber paragraphs are well divided. Her 1!8nner of apeak­

tag would challenge the intellect as well as stir the emotion of the 

one who was readiDg or listening. 

b. Stor7-!ell~ Jethods. 

Stor7 telliDg is an art and ll.iss lBnielson has so trained 

herself in the teclmic of it that she has become an artist. She has 

selected incidents Whose details are adaptable to the interests ot a 

little child and has told them with that sinceritJ and directness 

Which the child demands. She uses well these eleaents of repetitioa 

aDd direct discourse which plBJ such an 1m,portant part in stories tor 

this age group. Her stories are uniis and as units oarq livi~ per-
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aonalitiea and liviag picturea into senaitive child hearts. 

Rv i:atroduoticm.s use the familiar to introduce the UD.-

familiar. !he following is a good exaBl.Ple: 

•!here was to be a feast il1 honor ot the little boy, Isaac. 
tlle cooks were cooking food tor him. xaaao•s mother, Sarah, 
aaw that they did their work well. His father, Abraham, told 
the men who kept his animals what sheep should be killed aud 
roaeted. :Bverywhere there was bustle aud hurry aud excite­
•• in getti.Ds ready :tor the party that would show how glad 
everybody:"!! that the little Iaaac •• grow1J1s :trom a baby 
iD.to a boy.• 

'" 
!he natural order and succession of' incidents is not sacri-

:ticecl to &llJ rigid rule of unity, but these incidents are so wOYan 

together and so briefly aad directly stated. that the stoq mo1'8s di ... 

:rectly towards the cli.ma.:E. The climax of a little child •a story does 

not need to be anything startling or uausual. !he climaxes in these 

stories are very clear and effective. !his is due, not so ma.ch to 

outward circuaetanoe, as to the fact that at some point in every storr 

Jliss Jem.ielson bringe to a high and focal point the emoticm. of the 

'trhole. !his is clone in a brief', ad.ramatic, but impre.sive mauer. 

Conclusions are adeqQate when they satiety the child'e 

loDgiDgB and answer his questions. Such conclusione aa the followmc 

leave the child with a feeliDg that all is well: 

ll!fheJ had found the King, the Promised One.• I 
-· 
•• K1ng was gla4 to eee hie bright eyee and .l)leasant face. 
Jle loved David, but Jo:aathaD loYed him most.•8 

"Jut Jeeua looked at Mary lovingly. 'She has doae well', he 
said. ~eaever the story of mw lite is told, shall be told 
tlhis that ahe did for me. • And so I have told it to you.-' 

1. '· 12 z. P. 9'1 

a. '· oa 
4. P. 104 

• • • • • • • 
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1. .b. Bxamination of Gontent. 

a, Appropriateness to the Age of the Child. 

!he age interests of the primarJ child, aa previoualJ 

stated, are chietlJ those in which the tamiliar and superaatural 

elements ot life are effeotive17 woven together. Kiss Da.Dielson 

ha8 givea incidents ia Which experieaoes familiar to the child are 

promiaent, but in which the superaatura1 is, to a large extent ex-

eluded. 

1». Biblical J.couraq • 

.A. clance at the quotatiou cited below will reveal a tew 

ot tbe o.tstaadiDg temdeaciea ia Miss Danielsoa•s re-tellinl of the 

Bible stories. 

First, she tells aa 1ac1dent about which there is a doa.bt 

as thou,h it were a lecend. 

".l creat While aco someboq made up a poem about the begianing 
of the world.. • • It DaJ have been a poet Who wished other 
people to mow what he 'be 11eved a'bout the beginninc.

1
• • • 

• la the 'begiaaiDC, God aade the sJq and the earth. •• 

Bext, she reduces to vague feeli~~gs of the heart J'llaD7 in­

stances whicl:l ia the Biblioal accouat are portraJ&d as actual ex.per-

1eaces of God. 

tllf.asar • • • went a little wa7 off and sat down aad cried. 
then the thought of God came te her. • • She wiped a'W&J' her 
tears and looked about her. WhJ, there was a well ot water' 
Her e7e1 had 'beea too tull of tears to see it before. She 
felt as theugh God himself had opened her eyes.•2 

~eptions to this generalisation are found in the stories of ~el, 

1. P. 1. 
a. ~»· 14. 

• • • • • • • 
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aad ot the aervant•s search for Rebekah. 

Apia, to obtain the child's viewpoint she tells maD.J 

stories ot Jesus from the point of view of the people attected, but 

traDkl~ etatea that this viewpoint is imaginative. 

•1 Wiah I could have seen all the ch1l4ren who mew Jaau. 
loa 't fOU! I CaD almost hear them telling about him. !heae 
are their atoriea as I iDI:l.gine them.•l 

la other cases she mixas alemeata of aeparate stories and 

does not pa~ atte.ntioa to context·. 

lite. 

tllfhe eati:ag atopped. J.ustlias Jlartha atood still. the per­
fQJD.e dripped trom Jesus• teet. 8u44en~ lfal'J leaned over and 
w1pe4 them with her lovel~ lo:ag hau.•2 

Oa all occasiou she explains the work ot Jesus as a wq ot 

aoaeaims remem'bered it well ••• about Paul's preaching ••• 
that it was the storr ot Jesus Who had come to earth to teach 
•• how to live; that people who tried Jesus• wa:y ot living 
were called Christiana; that Pe:a.l•s atorr ot Jesus was the 
Good llna; and. that it everJboq would tr~ Jesua• war ot liv-
1DC, sin and. uahappineas would vaaish.•& 

~iaallJ, aha translates Ohrist•s post-resurrection preaeace 

oa earth into a spirit ot kindness. 

•.Ail4 oae da.J he passed into heaven leaving them alone again. 
But soon, theJ were not alone. 'fheaever they cared. tor a 
poor ]jl8rson, or comforted a child, or did a kind deed., it 
fta aa it the~ had done it for Jesus • A.Jad so , they came to 
see that he did reall~ live and .that he was King still of 
their hearts.•• 

4. All Jlstimate of the Book. 

!his boOk. is 'beautif'llllJ put together, beautifv.llJ 1llus-

1. P. 184. 
a. P. 114. 
a. P. 1eo. 
4. P. 1'18. 

• • • • • • • 
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trate49 81ld tascinatinglJ written. It embodies a spleudid •tivatioa 

tor good conduct • but because ot the liberties it takes With Biblical 

material it sives to the child a rather vagae aad ~ersonal God and 

leaTes h1m without a liviJ:II Saviour. 

D. James ~terya !he Kingdom and the Power and the Glorr. 

1. AD :bamination ot the Jleehaaical Features. 

a. !he !Jpe. 

!he t1,Pe 9 leading and word spac1ne; ot this book are all 

that coult be 4esired. !heJ meet. pertectlJ, the stauda.rda set up 

tor thea 1D. the preyioua chapter. Alrl Ju».ior child could rea4 With 

ease the large fUll faced Roman tne which makes a perasal ot this 

boOk a restful process. 

b. !he Orp.nisatioa and Attractiveness ot the page. 

!he pages of this volDe are 11111 orgaa1sed and attractive. 

!he margas are wide and the paragraph and chapter diT1s1ou are well 

spaced. !he majority ot the stories have both main and sub-titles. 

!he main titles such as, •oses• or -samson• deal with personages 8l'l4 
' 

the sub-titles such as ll!he lb.ile" or ll!he Riddle• deal with tTents. 
. ., 

Although there is nothiag original about these headi:Dgs 9 their consis• 

tent simplicitJ is arresting. 

c. !he Jlalte-tlp of the BoOk. 

!his boOk is a Tery durable oae. !he heaTJ •roqh-tiaished" 

paces are laat!Dg and easily turned. !he board baCks are covered with 

' rust colored linen both pleas1Zl6 and substantial. !he book is a Tel'J 
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well constructed oD& in spite of the fact that it lackS the head­

bancla, Which are found in the beat bindings. It baa a verf cloaelJ 

wovea n.per. Since it is loDg aud slim and ver1 comgact it is a COil­

venieat book to bandle. 

4. !he Pictorial Illustrations. 

!he phrase •the kingdom and the power and the glorJ" wha 

takea out of ita Biblical context and applied to aa earthlJ kiDgdom, 

u. earthlf power, and aa earthlJ glorJ gi vea the kepote to the art 

in this book. Ia the fift1""three black and white cut a, 4rawa bf 

James ~ter1 as illuatratio:ns for selectet portions of the Ki..Ds 

James version of the Old testament, there is not a shlgle vertical 

liae. It is a senerall;r mo'11!1l law of art that a picture receives 

its spiritual tone from ita vertical linea. All liaes foaad in these 

pictures are either crved or horisontal, holding the observer to the 

eartll to which theJ lead. Al tllough there ia a certaiD. power ia the 

thef never rise above the heads of men. !here is no 'beautJ here. 

Jxasseratioa and contortioa seem to be the chief characteristics. Aa 

re;preaeu.tatiYe of a certaim. tJPe of modera al't these pictures have 

their place, but thia place is not in a Bible stor1 book tor children. 

A child would never understand the UDderl;r1Qg s,mbolism nor would he 

see &D.J ot the a ignificance of the exaggerations ltecause of the horror 

of the dis;,roportioned figu.rea. !o give such pictures of Jose;ph and 

Jloaes and other like charactera to a child would be to rob him of his 

Spiritual heroes and in their plaoea to leave hideoua unrealitiea. 
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a. Aa ll:zamination of the Style. 

a. Qeaeral Liter&r.J Merit. 

Siace theae storiea are -a~ents lifted. bo4ily out of the 

Ktag James version of the Bible a 4iacussion of their general literarJ 

b. ltorrfellimg Methods. 

Aa theae Bible stories have not been re-written bQt only 

aelecte4 trom the original, the aelection of their incident a will be 

tbl only point for conai4eration here. the author has not alwaya 

aelecte4 inci4eats which make a e0Bl'lecte4 story. llor are the inei-

tenta Whiell he hal talten out to stand alone al'&J's capable of doing 

ao. AI a reault, sections of this boOk are rather meaningleas. An 

outatandimg illuetration of these pointa of erit1c1am ia in the story 

of Jaco"b. Oaly two ineiG.ents from this story have bee used.. the 

first is entitled. •Jacob'a La44erll, the aeeond, "Jacob'a 11reatliDB.11 

there is no inti.Diation given that 1ears have passed between these tWl 

events. the first section end.a with the sentence, •ad he called the 
., 

JWil8 of that place Bethel"; the second begins, •ad Jacob weat on his 
1 •1, ant the &DBtls of God met him.• A child would be lo at aad be• 

wildere4 by the cha.Dge of thcraght Which follows, for, altbough no man-

tioa of the cove:aa.nt has beea made iB aaQ' of the previous stories, 

it is here meatione4 by tlle augel with whom Jacob wrestles, and al­

thoqla no story of Jacob's baoltlrGULd nor of his staf in Baran has 

been given, the wrestliDg is followe4 by Jacob's preaentatioa of his 

WS.'YH an4 ch114re.u to his brother Beau. All of these stories begin 

• • • • • • • 

1. P. 11. 
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ad ead rather a'bruptlJ. ~he conclusions. however, are. as a rule 

more aatiafJing than the introductions. 

z. All llxamillS.tion of the Content. 

a. Appropriateness to the Age of the Gbild. 

As this book deals with the Old-!estameat heroes the Bate­

rial ill itself is ver1 suita'Dle for the Junior child. The author • 

however • has Ulldermined. the results of his o• good Judgmeat bJ the 

omission of essential parts of his chosen stories. A child readina 

these selections woa.ld probablJ thl'ow them don in disgust at their 

taatali.zi.Dg 'begimlil'Jgs to pielt up elsewhere some storJ Which would 

meet his desire for a connected narrative with a satiafJiDS conclusion. 

'b. Biblical A.ccuraoJ• 

In word aad detail this book is uaqueationablJ accurate. 

Ia. spirit the opposite is true. ~he seope of the material shows ita 

chief laCk. !he book bee;ins with Boah and. ea.d.a with JoD&h. omittiDg 

&1t.J mention of Abraham. In the ator1 of Boah the oovEilaD.t of the 

rainbow is included but the familJ worshi:p at the altar is overlooked. 

!hroushout the book the great fua.damental fact ot God's pur:poae in 

lluBla:D. hiator1 is to a great exteD.t excluded. 

'· An Eattmate of the Talue of this look. 

!&ken as a whole, this is not a book for a child. !akea as 

a whole, it bas VerJ little spiritual or moral value for 811.1 o11.e• tor 

the pictures 11ear dOWil the atmosphere which the text does uadoubtedlf 

oreate. !he author has evideD.tlJ not entered into the spiritual ex­

periacea of the Bible himself 11.0r has he seeD. their aig~~.iticance. 
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B. Charles :rostua !he StorJ of the Billle. 

1. b Bzamination ot the Jleobu.ical Features. 

a. !he !J.pG • 

!he tJ.pe tound in this boOk cannot meet evea the staadaZda 

set up tor acmlt literature and tlms comes ta:r troa satiatJing the 

more ~J:actir.lg criteria ter childrea•s books. !he sise ot the tJ.pe, 

although correct tor a~lts, is two points too small tor Chillren. 

f.ts leading aad word spac~ are too narrow e'YeA tor adult capacities. 

lasted. ot emploJil'IB the eaailJ-read Jloll&ll ... t&ced tJ.pe the ecUtor ot 

this boOk bas uaecl the s:mall-taoed "pica"• !he combination of all ot 

these deficiencies makes readins in this text a difficult process. 

'b. fte Organization and Attractiveness of the Pace. 

Although the margins are tairlJ wide, the pages ot this 

'book. have aa u:r.msuallJ crowted appea:ranoe. !here are ae'Y8ral reaaoaa 

tor this. first, as has 'beea mentioned., the type is small, the leadiDg 

narrow, and the word spacing iDaclequate. SeconcllJ, illustrations are 

scattered protuselJ throughout a book alrea4J overburcleaecl with printed 

material. !hie tact has necessitated the inaertien of these pictures 

o:a the same pages with the printed matter in such a Waf that neither 

shows up to advantage. !hirdlJ, the hea4ings of the diTisions follow 

111Ded.iatel7 the last words of the preT1ous sections. :PinallJ, the 

heacliqs are 'both worded and a:rruged poorlJ, the book is d1vi4ed 

iato sectioas corresponding ia material and name to the 'boolta of the 

Bible. Each storJ is a compilation of a Jlllmber ot chapters supple­

••tecl bJ a rather ponclerous llla.dillg. !his heading which averaaes siX 
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to eight liaes consists ot cha:pter numbers, superscriptioas and stol'J' 

dates. !here is no one thing ill these heacliDgS to unity the thought 

aad. give aa idea as to the central thought ot the suaequent material. 

these heacliDgs tend to discourage rather than encourage a reac1.ing ot 

the pages Which tollow. 

o. the Jla,lte-up ot the Book. 

!he binding ot lht Story of the jible is aple:aditly con­

structed. Jherythi:ag that contriba.tes to the lo:ag lite of a book 

baa been clone tor th1a one. Its seven :tl.uad.red pages are strong and 

Jet thiD. enough to make COJ1"18Jli8D.t handlillg possible • Its Stiff back­

boards are covered with a browa cloth, the front ot Which is highly 

decorated. A gold priestly breastplate on the title paael is mate to 

stan4 out in coJdrast to a back&rouad of Palestilliaa city life. time 

has proved the assertion that Joster•s biadings endure. 

d. the Pictorial Illustrations. 

!hare are tbree hu.dred black and white cuts in this book, 

very tew ot which cau be qlassad as good art aad verJ tew of which give 

a true interpretation of human nature or a correct interpretation ot 

the Biblical narrative. VerJ tew of these pictures have say moral or 

spiritual value. !beJ are all illustrative rather than inte~retive. 

!s illustrations they are not as a Whole accurate in their presenta­

tion of Biblical detail and setting. the author bas used no discretion 

in c:b.oosms the subJects to illustrate. A great DIUilber of the pictures 

deal graphically with the bloody scenes of both the Old and the :mew 

testaments. Jlost of the pictures are by ratber "tUllr::D..WA artists such as 
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H. a. S~qder ad. H. J'a'ber. Bone ot them seem capable of procar1:as 

a:tq spiritual d.e;pth in their art. Jlal:lY of their pictures deal With 

subJects Which in their -.ture would. beat be left uapiotured. in a 

child's boelt. !he JD~ohanioal execution of these outs is fair. taken 

as a Y.bole, the art in this book would. tend to destroy the child's 

conception ot the beautJ of God in llura:n e:baraoter. 

a. - lb:amination of the 8tJle. 

a. General Liter&rJ Jlerit. 

l'o one can doubt the si:nceritJ of Jar. roater 's attempt to 

malte the :Bible interestillg and intellisible to child.rea. In his at-

tempt, however, his over explanations and moralizations have taken 

awa1 the breadth and power ot the orisinal :Bible storJ• He has tried 

to aoere close11 to the Kills James version of the :Bible while adapt­

inc 1 t to a child's vooabularJ. In so doing, he has succeeded in tak-

iag 8WaJ tbe strensth of the old without adding 8DJ atreDBth of his 

•• to the new. !he follOWing sentence shows this wealteniDg of effect 

aad reveals as well his poor sentence structure: 

•.And. we have seen how God kept his promise; for first, he 
would not let· Labaa lmrt or even speak to Jacob, a.nd aow 
he ma.d.e :Ssau, that NJ8r1 brother Who lllad wanted to kill 
him, feel so kindlJ toward him that w~ they met, he ran 
to h1m, and. wept, leani:ag on his neck.• 

' 

!hrov.shout the whole book the senteme and pa.rasraph atructure is poor. 

!he seneral im,preasion s1Ten from 'btsinnina to en4 is that the author 

ia "WritiDs dowJII!l' to the understandiDg of the reader. 

• • • • • • • 

1. P. 61. 
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'b. 8torJ-!elli:ng Jlethods. 

~oater•s stories lack ess~tial unitJ. It is difficult to 

4ec148 on w:bat 'bailie he haa chosen the incidents he groups. !hq do 

aot alwaqa deal with the same cbaracter nor do theJ' all 'bear an inte­

gral relationship to the rest of the atol'J'. !he freqwmt 'breaks in 

the narrative for the sake of explanation sad moralization do awa"3 

entirel;v with aDJ effect the DGltiplication of incidents might have. 

Be aever uaes _..,. of the technical stor;v telliDg aids such as repeti­

tio:a or oo:atrast. Jlost of the stories lack cli-.xes. !he coaclusioas 

a:re usuall7 wealt a:d moralizi:ag. !here is :ao uifyi:og aim or theme 

for each particular stor;v. !eohnioally, sad aocordi.Dg to the author's 

stated purpose2, this is not a collection of short stories but one 

lous narration, showing ia a long succession of events, the moving of 

God in the historJ of mElD.. !his theme is a good one, 'but 'beca11se of 

his attempts to give all the facts and his efforts to explata their 

sipificance his theme has ltecome lost i:a a DI&SS of detail whose re­

lationships are und1scern1'ble. 

1. AD. kamination of the Content. 

a. Appropriateness to the Age of the Obild. 

this book is obviouslJ written for chU4ren of the ju.ior 

aae. As it covers the entire narrative field of the Old and :lew !eata• 

-.ts it has included material in which the Juaior is u.turall"'' tater-

1. '· 61. 
a. ~'• '· 

• • • • • • • 
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este4, for the heroes of the Billle neyer cease to charm. !he liter­

&r'l aad tech:aical faults of this book, howenr, would prebablJ se 

hinder the child's presress and so ovenlhellll him with detail that he 

would laJ it down for something more easil7 read aaimore grippiDC11 

writtq. 

b. Biblical A.ccuracJ. 

Fester baa in this volume retold all the major 1Ddidenta 

of the 'bow from Genesis through Job. With the exception of Jeremiah, 

lbeltiel, Daniel, and Jonah the booltS of the prophets are omitted. Be 

follows this Old~estamen.t section with a brief discussion of the later-

testament period, centeri.Dg his attention on the Jlaccabees and Herod's 

temple. From this bridge between the prophets and the Cbrist he goes 

on to the stor7 of the :In !eatameat. Here the Gospels and Acts are 

told in detail while the epistles are diecuased as a group. A few 

selections from the Reve1at1Gn of Jolm conclude the atorJ• 

In spite of his 1nelus1yeaeas and attention to detail Foster 

is not altoaether aoeurate. His own interpretatiQn of the seripturea 

is eYideatlJ such a vital part of his life that he embodies his inter­

pretationa in his storJ as though the7 were stated ia the Bible narra­

tive. An outstaadizlg example of this is in the stoq of the beginnings. 

In the telling of the sia of Adam and :BYe, J'ostel" implies that God di­

reetlJ told them of a Sa.viow: who was to deliver them from theil" siu. 1 

Whea Abel offers his lamb, his act is interpreted as a definite tore-

• • • • • • • 

1. '· 15. 
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taowledge of ad belief ill the atoning work of Christ.l Foster•s 

ehief i.DII.aouracy all through his work is aa overem,phallis on the dDc­

trillal significaace of eveats Which are not so iaterpreted ill the 

Bible itself. 

4. h Bstimte of the value o:t !his Joolt. 

Because o:t its poor tJPe, crowd.ed paces, bad art, aa4 a­

a·Un.otive arrugemat o:t :material, this book would ba.rcll7 be of ma.ch 

value as a metium through which to give the truth ot the Bible to 

childra. 

Jl. teorge Roqeaa De lardeD o:t Men, 
!he castle of lion, 
When the ICing. eeme. 

1. J:a ::l:xamiD&tion o:t the Jlechanic&l Features. 

a. !he !JP8. 

Wothing in the way of tJPe could be more desirable than that 

foud in these three companion voluaes bJ George Hodges. It is perfect 

as to sise ad is uauaual17 clearly printed.. De leadillg and word 

apaciDS meet all the requireanta set up for them in the previous chap-

ter. 

b. !he Organization a.nd A.ttra.ctivenees of the Page. 

!he page arrugement o:t these books is Yery attractive and 

restful. !here is not the slightest appearance of crowdi:rag. !he 

maltSina are beautifully broad.. !he text is composed of short para-

• • • • • • • 
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crapu Which break the page into seTeral parts. lh'ery stor7 begins 

with aa artistio taitial letter Which giTes it a diatinctiTt appear-

•c•. A.s eaeh chapter is began on a new page, port ioaa ot J&CII are 

lett tmpt7• !his gives the book an atmosphere ot tree4om md ease. 

!lle titlea are terse md interesting. !he tollowina are picked at 

ran.4om trom the three boou: "!he :Battle of the Lam,ps and Pitcher.-, 

" 
after a glance at such titles a child would not \e conteat until he 

had read the stories illto which theJ lead.. 

•• !he Jlalr.e-Up of the :Book. 

Although the pages of these books are of a good heaTJ 

qualit7 ot paper the marmer in which the7 haTe laeen put together is 

aot quite so durable. Instead ot sturdJ cloth headbands a slim piece 

ot oaneard. 1a the oa17 b&•i:ag the pages have besides the super. 

Bright gre-. imitation. linen cners are paated on the board backs. 

!heae are attractive but not ezcesaivel7 dar&ble. !he two Old~eata• 

JleD.t vol'CUDta are alike in that the lettering a:nd designing on the 

troat cner is doae iB a dark :barmonious shade ot green. !hen th! 

iW Qat has as its co'f'8r decoration au arreatiDg picture of' Jesus 

atilliQc the sto~. !he two companion volumes of the Old testament 

are ot a slim easil,--ha:ndled sise. !he lew testament Tolume is 

al1ghtl7 thicker and not quite so loug. Although it is not quite ao 

ooaTenieat or attraatiTe a sise, it is not ponderous nor hard to 

llaadle. As a aet, these three boOks are a:treme17 attractive and 

ta1r17 durable. 
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d. the Pictorial Illustrations • 

.111 the illustratiou in the first voluae, the Ggd.e:r& of 

IYJ!,are draa bJ Walter H. ltrerett. Although the six pictures in 

this boOk ue not masterpieces theJ would as a croup be rated aa good 

art. fteJ are interpretiTe as well aa illuatratiTe and ha't'e auc­

eeed.ed in :reTeali~~B the spirit of the Bible storJ as well as the 

taots. !1M mec:banioal exentioa of these cu.ts is splendid. 

the art in the second Tolue, Zhe eaatle of' l~on· does not 

come up to the atandard set for it in the preoediJ18 book. Of the 

twelTe pictures found here, eleTen of them are bJ Julius Selmorr YOll 

C&rolafeld aud one is bJ tllstaTe Dore. !be f'rontioepiece bJ Dere, 

shoWiJII the 4rawing of cedars fDfl the aastle, is splatclid as a ke~ote 

to the spirit of the book. Zhe other pictures, however, neTer rise 

above the illustratin level. 'lheJ are rather poor in their por­

trqals ot cl:laracter, llaDian emotion, and the actual life of :Bible 

times. 

~here haTe been two ed.itions of pen the Xipg Cal!•· The 

tirat ed.ition is illustrated bJ well-kaow.a masters, the second bJ a 

modern artiat, l'r&lllt c. Pape. In this first edition, HofJDB.ml's work 

is used more trequentlJ than that of &nJ other artist. Oopies of the 

masterpieces of such men as Bapllael, LeRolle, Zimmerman, Bid.a, Rea-

bJ:all4t, and J»oaardo eta Vinci are also incluacl. The prints are 
"' 

fairlJ good. !he art in this boOk would certainlJ enrich the lives 

of the children who lived through its pages. Although the pictures 

in the second edition have the added attractiveness Of color, theJ do 

not contribute so larselJ to the value of the book. In the first place, 
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theJ would not, as a whole, ra.nk well in the field of art. In the 

second place, theJ lack flepth of underatu.di.Dg of 'the chara.c'ter ot 

Jesus ant ot the spirit of the :lew !estamen't. !he7 appear povert,.­

ltr1Ckea 1D. contsaat to the interpretive art of the f'ir1t voluae. 

I. An lxamina'tion of the St71e. 

a. General Liter81'7 Jlerit. 

these stories sim,pl7 radiate llunan interest. !here is a 

power ad breadth and joyfulness about them all which catches the at• 

tention of an7 reader and would prove partic:m.larlJ taecinating to a 

Junior child. !he sentences are direct and the paragraphs Uif1e4 • 

.A.ltlloush all the words used could be found in the average junior vo­

ca'W.larJ there is no f'eeliug given to the reader tbat the au'thor 1s 

•simplif7ing• a hard at or7. 

b. StorJ-!elling Kethods. 

George Hodses tells aa intense17 interestiDg tale. His 

uaderstandtqg of 'the essentials of a good s'tor7, the interests of the 

child, a:a.d the universal Datura of lmmanit7 has giveD breadth and con­

vinc1J11Aess to his stories. All of them are filled with direct dis­

course aad action. !he lHblical ideas a:a.d words are traulated into 

modern terms understandable to the child. For e:mm,ple, the word 

Oburoh is alwaJs sa.bstituted for tem,ple, the word. minister tor pries't. 

!be feelimg agaill.st the Saaritan is accounted tor bJ the tact tlat 

11he d14a't go to the same cbnrch.• J'amilJ relationships and all situa­

tions are spoken of in familiar terminoloc7• !his is well illustrated 
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ia the stoq of Jacoba 

-.ow llebekah ha4 been thiDlti.ng tor a good while that it 
would be well tor Jacob to Tisit his cousins, Who liveA in 
the old countrJ, beyond. the rivera. For there was a familJ 
1D the aeighborhood named Beth, whom laaac aud lie'Deltah did 
aot like, and thef had a ~er of daughters aDd Jacob ued 
to go to aee them. It troubled lleltelrah greatly 8Zi.d more 
thaD once she had said to Isaac, •-those Beth girls worq 
me almost to death. Row dreaUul it would be if Jacob 
ahould marry one of them:' J.Ad Isaac said., 'Let him go 
aaA see his cousiu. .A. chaase will do him good, • So now, 
whm Jaoob•a behavior had displeased his father sad made 
his brother so a.DBJ'J with him that he threatened to kill 
him, 1\ebeka.b felt that the time had come. She paCked up 
leoob's things and sent him off for a long visit at his 
hole LaltaA •ss•l 

!he iatroduotiou to these books are brief, interesting, 

an4 to the point. fhef set the stage, introduce the characters, and 

make the reader eager tor more. .A. representative one is that f~d 

in the openi:ag of the book, !)len the lUg Cget 

"Oace upon a time there was a Year One. StrangelJ enough 
it was not the beginning of the Jeara. !he world was al­
reaq ver1 old; aoboq knows how old. • • lut somehow, 
evel'J'thing seemed to begin over that fear because that was 
when the Jtitlg came •• a 

Co:nd.ensation and imagination are two ot Jlr. Ro48es • chief 

gifts. these serTe him well in tha bodf of his stories tor theJ en­

able him to choose sigD.ificaDt detail and present it in liviug form. 

this caa best be seen in the tollowiDga 

-.here was once a lad who bore the strange name of •Da­
atruction and l>elivera:a.ce•. • • His J'ather Isaiah bad 
given him this name in order that he might be a kind of 
living motto. When &D.fbody said, 'lihat is yoar name?• 
ad the lad replied, •Destruction and Deliverance •, the 
questioner would alW&Js ask aaother question. He .would 

• • • • • • • 

1. !be lard.en ot Ken, p. 39. 
a. Wlten the King ~. P• 3. 
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aa,-. ''lhere did JW. get such a extraordin&rJ :aame as 
that!• .Aad the boJ would answer: •It is the subject 
of one of rq father's sermons. 111 tather f&JS that this 
aation shall be destroJed but delivered.'" 

!he sucoession of incidents a1wa1s moves rapidlJ toward an 

interestiug cli.Jaax. !his is more true of the two Old testament 

volumes thaa of the Hew !eatama:t oae. !he Hew !estaant, in its . 
ver7 nature. requires some explaDatioa. Dr. llodges has done this 

explaiD.bac in a ver1 helpful and 1Ulobtrus ive W&J 9 but b. do ina it 

at all he has taken a"ff8:3 the element of _,tt drama fouu.d in his other 

l:»ooka. !he clima.xes are well managed. !he;J come with surpris iDg 

turna ad k:not the thread of narrative. llia ooncluaioaa are brief 

ad satiafyiDg and end9 except in a few l'ew Teata.me:nt stories. with-

out moralisatio:n or explanation. 

a. .An lb:amination of the Content. 

a. Appropriateness to the Age of the Child.. 

George Hodges knows the .)mior child's love for action. In 

his two 014 Testament books he has not tarried. aa philoaophiztQg or 

obJective teaching portiaas. In the l'ew testament the teaching por­

tions are woven in very beautifullJ with the active situation. AD'J 

J&USe for explanation is an aid. to a more full enteritlg into the life 

of the stor7. 

Boclcea' choice of stories is good. De Qa.rden of 14.!a in­

cludes the major stories from the Creation through David.'a life 9 

••••••• 

1. !be Castle of lion, p. 129. 
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prior to his kiJ:ICihip. !he most detailed stories are those of the 

.1ud6es whose aetioa alwaJs appeals to the Jw;lior. !he Qaatle of 

Us taltes up the story at the poiat Whea David as ki.Dg captures 

Jerusalem. It coatiJ:mes through the exciting stories of Kiugs aDd 

CD:aromoles sad then gives extremtlJ interesting coadensatioas of the 

stories of li'Ua, Beheaiah, llsther, Job, Isaiah, Jeremiah, liJ&ekiel, 

Hosea, and .Aaos. lt includes detailed. aocotmts ot Daniel and Jonah. 

n. the JtiM Camg enlarses upon the incidents of Jesus. life Just 

eao~h to give them added storJ qualities and child interest. 

b. Biblical Accuracy. 

Hodses' inaccuracies are not so 1111ch misrepresentations of 

spirit as of detail. As a 'Whole, he presents the workings of God in 

hu-.n histoq. In Den the Xi:gg OfM the saving purpose of Jesus • 

life 1a the dominant feature. His maJor iDaocuraoies caa be grouped 

as: ollissions, persoaal interpretations given as fact, carelessness as 

to detail, and imaginative embellishments told as fact. 

A tJ.pical omission is f~d in the story of David's life 

where ll'athan tells him of his sin but not of its results. :Jowhere 1a 

the book are the· family wars Which follow related to this sin. 1 

His persca.a.l interpretations sometimes take the form of a 

naturalistic explanation of miracles. He is Justified in holdimg 

nell opiaions ba.t not Justified in stating them as though theJwere 

parts of the Bible text. A sample of this is showa in the sentences 

• • • • • • • 

1. !he Castle of lion, P• 17. 
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which to llow: 

"So the sua went c101fl'l and night came on. And with the night 
came the fos, and the moon ••• and the fog settled. down on 
the BslPtiaas eo that thef could not see the Children of 
Israel ••• md the clear moon shone upcm them. So it was 
like a pill~ of cloud behind them and a pillar of fire be­
tore them.• 

.&.t ctt:Mr times hie iDAccrtU'acies take the form of obvious 

althOUSh M:a-co:r:mittal doubt of the aceuracr of certain portions of 

Biblical histor,. For instance, 

"But, father, said the Hebrew children when tbeJ had heard 
these stories, 'l>id these wonders reallf happe:at l>id Bebu­
cl:labesaar eat srasa like a:a oxt l>id the hand write on tbe 
wall of the palace of Belaba.szar! .Did the Lord deliver His 
aervants from tbe tier, fuma.ce, and from the de of bearst• 

•ad the fatber said, 'Cbildren, 1 -.a not there, and rq 
sraadfather who told me tbe stories which I tell Jou, was 
:aot there either. But this was true then and. it is true 
tod.q, that the Lord l:mmbles the proud and brings dOY41 the 
miC!ltJ from thei:r seats, and savea those who t:rust in Ria 
out of all their troubles.••& 

-
!here are other tnaocuracies ~iob do not make a cliffereace 

ia tbe easeZLtial message of the stor;v and are due to carelessaess 

rather tban to i:ateatioual revisioZL. .b. uam.ple of this is fouad in 

the sto:rJ of Josepb and his brothers. De the brothere see Joseph 

comins ata:r off Rodces put& these words into tbeir mouthaa 

-come, now, let ua ltill him and we ahall aee what will be­
. come of his dreama .• 

J.ad tha --

"llo, let ua not kill him. !hat will do us no good. Let us 
.. aell hill. We will get some moaer • .tl 

• • • • • • • 

1. !he Caatle of Zion, P• 55. 
a. lbid., P• 176. 
3. lbid., P• 3'1. 
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ta realitJ tlMJ did. net think ot selli.Dg him uatil he was alreaq in 

the pit azul theJ saw the carayq ot the lslmlulites comi:as up from 

Gilead. 

Other iu.ccuracies are due to u imagina.tiYe approach dit-

tvent trom that of the Bible narrat1M. !his is shOWJL veq well iD 

the storJ ot •t'lM Little Lame Prince•. !his atoq begiDa with the 

weftla •rt was the DJU'se•s fault that the prince waa lame,• and then 

goea on to tell of how he became lame, a.n4 lived oa a farm, aa.d be­

wailed. his condition, and wished to be ia his lJ:acle Ishbosheth'a anq. 

the story concludes with his admission into »&vii's household. !he 

final worcla are these: 

•!lma, at last, the dreams of the little lame prince eame 
,.,.e. lie lett the farm, and lived in the palace, ud every 
4q dined with the kin$·•1 

. 
Hodges inor~es the interest of his :Bible stories bJ m-

cludiug good historical detail. In the story ot Jesus • Jouruy to 

Jerusalem whea he •s twelve years old, he i:acludes the paallls which 

hiatory tells us were usually sung at such a time. He describes the 

steps along the wa.J from a geographical standpoint a.:nd JI'.\8Jtes this trip 

a liYiJag o:ae. 2 lie gi'Vea 1D8DJ such aoourate ceographioal a:ad historioal 

touches throughoat these books which are vvJ he!pta.l aad interestblg. 

4. Aa Bstimate ot the Value of these BoOkS. 

OM child said after readi.ag !he O&atJ.t of Zioa, "JJJ, but I 

lUte tl:lat. It's ilteresti:ag and I oan u:nderstand it.• Such a reaotion 

• • • • • • • 

1. !he Castle of Zion, p. 19. 
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is to be expected from bookS like these. !he bumaa interest of the 

stories could not lra't hold a Jtmior child whether tha.'t child be 'boJ 

or girl, boisteroas or dre&DJ• As he read. he WOllld uawit'tinglJ 'be­

come conscious of the presence of God in lmman lite and of' the coar-

see t!:aat peaence briugs 'to men. DR the J;iw OW would give a child 

a broad. 1mdeistandi:ag of Ohrist and of his place in the life of toU,. 

J.l'thOUgh the significanoe of certain incidente and 'teachings is ma.de 

direc'tlJ applicable to distinctlJ Episcopalian practices, these appli­

oations haTe a broader place in all Christian life. 

It is a verJ resrettable fact that iaaccuraeies keep these 

spladicllJ told stories from bei:ng WllollJ' aooeptable. !here is mch 

in them to 4evelop the spiritual and moral life of the child. !he 

epirit of' JMI. the J;iM s;ae,ae well as the spirit of all three books, 

is exemplified in this paragraph which follows the storJ of the asoen-

•theJ fell upon their faces and worshipped the KiDg of GlorJ• 
!!:aeir hearts were full of faith and love a:Ad 3oJ'• He had gone 
awaJ out of sight onlJ to ret5n i:nvisible and to abide with 
them and with us all forever.• 

a. Jesse L;yma:a Hurlbut:: _ Story of the :Bible. 

1. .b. 'lxamination of the Keebanical J'eatures. 

a. fhe fJpe. 

Although the type tor this book is of the correct sise, the 

ecU:tor has economise<\ to too great an extent on his le&cl1Dg and word 

• • • • • • • 
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apaci:ng. !his baa Jll8.de possible a compact and easilfl'la:Adled 'boOk, 

but has resulted in a crowded loolt1Dc page. !he t1P8 is of the thia­

taoed -pica• .arietJ which ia not easilJ read. A thin grer toned 
•. 

J8Be 'lalr.es the clarUJ from letters Which in themsel'V'es would 'be 

quUe distinc'l. 

'b. !he Organisation and AtUaeti'V'u.ess of the Page. 

!he appearaace of this boOk would be greatlJ impro'V'ed it 

U Ul.oluded onlJ half of ita present material. u has 'been said 

above, the pages are crowded. !his is due both to the quantitJ ot 

stfl'J material aad to the abundaace of illustrations. Bumbers of 

pictures have 'been in part cut aw&'l to gift room for the text. !he 

•JoritJ of illustrations are erow4ed into pages of writ mg. !o 

tart her economise oa apace, the width of the Jll&l"gins haa 'been ea­

croached upon. All of this, plu the fact that the paper i8 of poor 

qualitr results ia an uaattractive and poorlJ organised page. 

!he Ul.teres'l aroused bJ the names. of the stories and the 

headi:nga of the seotioJ:UJ ia a measure alle'V'iatea the uaattracti'V'euess 

of the Pace• !he lttrz o( t:ge iib~l is di'9'1de4 iato se'9'en historical 

sections. Each section has ita on title page which mitigates to some 

extet the appearaace of crowd.i.D8. !he hea.c11nga of the individual 

atoriea are well spaced. !heJ ha'V'e 'been chosen with the purpose of 

attracting the child. -the llight When a Jatioa Was Bora•, and -!he 

last !'our Kings of Judah and the weeping Prophet• are repreaentati'V'e 

of the groups as a whole. Some of them, such, as, "Blish& aad the 

BoW"; •Josh aad Biae'V'eh" lack uitJ but are indicative of the u-
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o~natetl stor;r which follows. 

c. !he llake..Up of the Book. 

fbe material out of which this book is made is arable· 

lm.i zaot altoseUler attractive. !he paper is fl._ef., thiza, and. gre;r-

1all in toae. fbe firm back 'boards are covered wit:b. a lasti:ag qualitJ 

ot cloth, V&l'Jil1g 1za d.eaip with the etlitioa. 

the coutruction is all tbat could be desired azad meets the 

moat risid stazadaru of book bizadi:ag. It is oertainlJ a book tbat is 

able to staad J8&ra of hard usage as has beeza sea bJ DII!U1J lozag per­

iods of iestiDS iD Jl8llf homes. 

d. !he Pictorial Illuatratiou. 

lt is difficult to discuss the art of this book for there 

are sevea bazadred fort;r-aizae pictorial illustrations ranging in artis­

tic value from the great masterpiece• of limDel'JilBJl and Rotma:~:~.:n down 

to a ver;r interior type of picture drawa especiallJ for this work. 

there are a number of splendid interpretive pictures to be f~ here 

but most of thea have been spoiled bJ blurred printixlg. !be great 

me.JoritJ of illustrations are purelJ illustrative. Some of them are 

true to the Bible aceol'Ult; others laCk sinceritJ of understa.ndillg. 

there are a ua.mber of gc>od pictures which, as a baekgrol'Uld to the 

Bible stories, mlte vivid Palestiniau life. the fifteea full-page 

colored plates painted bJ w. B. Marptson fulfill quite adequatelJ 

the purpose of illustratiozas. All other pictures are halt tone ea­

gravi:aga. la aubJect matter tlleJ are well suited to the chi~d•s inter­

eat aa4 tmderstaadbt.g. !here ia no emphasis on war and bloodshed. lf 



The Union Bible Pictures. 
Old Testament Series. 20. The Scapegoat. 

William Holman Hunt. 



I 

- 69 -

the pioturea were not ao blurred the7 would, as a whole, be ver7 

helpful to the child. 

a. S..,JJ:a.mina;Uon of the St;rle. 

a. Geaeral Literary Kerit. 

ne st)'le of this book has a gran4tatherl7, conversational 

tozae. 'lheDaver the writer feels that a word or thought needs elucida­

tion he atops ill the midst of his narrative and gives au u:plallation. 

Por this reasoa JJ.a:Q' of his paragraphs and sentences lack unit7 and 

forcefulness. OJ:le of the most outataading examples of tlli.s taul t is 

in the tolloWiiJS pa.ragrapha 

"Some time after this, Whea :laau was fort7 years old, he 
~~a~Tied two wives. though this would lae very Wicked ill 
our times it was not suppoaed. to be wrong thea; tor eva 
good me thell had more thaa oae wife. But :lsau•s two 
wives were woma trom the people ot oaa~aan, who worsllipped 
idols, and Dot the true God. And theJ tausht their chil­
dra als.o to pray to idols, so that those who eame troa 
Bsau, the people who were his d.escendallta, lost all lalowl­
tclge ot God., aad jeoame yery wicked.. But this was a long 
time after that.• 

b. Story-felling Jlethods. 

the above quoted. paragraph also reveals BUrlbat•s chief 

stoq-telliDg wealal.esses. It shows his lack of unitJ, his rambliag 

st)'le, ed his lack of &B7 conception of the teolm.ioal aid.s which 

aake a story readable and livtag. 

the sa.me taul ts of over-expl8J3at ion, ramblillg, aad. lack of 

un1t7 are noticeable in the introdnctiona to his stories. the sen-

• • • • • • • 
1. ~. '18. 
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taoea lack teraaess and the words conoretaess. ~he :tollowins is 

illustrative o:t these om1ssionsa 

llllben Pau.l chose to 'be tried before caesar the 8Dljleror which 
was his right aa a Roman, it 'bedaml necessary to send him 
trom Oaeaarea ill Ju4ea to Rome in t.taly wbere caesar 11Ya4. 
In those ciaJs there were no ships sailiDg at rega.lar times 
trom city to city, but people who wished to go places O"'er 
the sea -,aited uatil they could find ships Witll loa.da sail­
illS to those places. Paul ad some other priaoaers were 
given into the charge of a lllomu. ceaturicm or captain n.a:med 
Julius, to l>e taltea to ltome. Julius :toad a ship sailiag 
trom oaesarea to places on the shore ot Asia Jlinor, Which 
would take them a part of the way to Rome. lie took Paul and 
the other priaouers on board this ship, and with Paul wet 
his frien4a, I..uke the doctor and Aristarolm.s from neasalonica. 
Perhaps timot)q' also was with them, but of this we are not 
oertain.•l 

~he above paragraph is weighted down with details which are 

indicative of Ha.rlbut •a conscientious att-_pt to be accurate sad iAolu-

siva. ~re is no unity ot place or time, or situatioa here. the 

thought is ram"blitag aad the compositioa involved. 

lt is undoubtedly a difficult task to write a story of the 

Bible, iacludi»g the major part of the narrative material without breaJt-

ing it up into JJ8D1 small disc01ULeoted stories or uaitiDg in one story 

aa:BJ 'IIJU"elated incidents. the latter has 'bee:a Mr. Barlbut•s fa:alt. 

:la:aJ' ot his stories are u:ausual1J well divided, but J118J1Y others lack. 

1Ulity. ther have no clilla:ds toward whicb te move. 

!litre is a certain -,preaobiness" about his conclusicms. 

the storJ of Jonah ends: -so the boOk ot Jonala shows God as •our 
a 

lleavenlJ lather. •• the conclusion to the story of Simeou and Anna 

1. P. 718. 
a. :r. 415. 
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reads a ~hns ear11 in the life of J esua God showed to a tew that this 

little child shoaadbecome the Saviour of His people and ot the world.•1 

hd ;yet, the sincerity ot purpose, the sim,plicit;y of telli.Dg, and thea 

tfttll of Qa.t is told gives a value to these 11 ttle sermons Which, 

teclm.icallJ, should be omitted. 

1. An llxamjnatioa of the Content. 

a. A-ppropriateness to the Age of the Obild. 

Because this book was written before the days of graud 

clmrch school literature, Hurlbut states that this is the book tor 
a 

JO'Qllg and old. In reality he has chosen his material in view of 

the interests and uaderstaudings of the Jaior child. !he scope of 

material is large. It covers in detailed story-form the -.in narra­

tive seotioas ·of the Old !estameat from Genesis through Bather. It 

touches ver1 brieflJ on Job and Jeremiah, in more detail on Daniel and 

lo:u.h, and thea mentions in their setti:ug, the three prophets, l'Jaggai, 

lacllarial:l, and Jlalachi. !he law !estaaent, tbrough the Acts is tul17 

preseated. Paul's Bpist lea are included, in brief, in the story of 

his life. !he 'book closes with a glim,pse of the Hol;y CitJ• All in-

oit\ents are concrete enough to be entered into 'by the child's imagilla-

t1oa. Bible pbraseologJ is not avoided but explained in terms of the 

familiar. !his making meaningful of Biblieal terminolo§ is one of 

the chief contributions of this book. If the child could be led to 

read the book through, these UplSDations would be of great moral and 

• • • • • • • 
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spiritual value to htm. 

"· Jiblical Accuracy. 

A.s a 11bole, Hurlbut has lteell accurate in his renderi:ag of 

Jiblical detail, historical detail, &lld the larger spiritual truth 

of tbe Bible. Iaaocuraoies are few, but they do occur. A re;presata-

tive one ia; 

WJtow auious the mother and sister were as they s~y the 
little e.rlt floating away from tham on the river.• 

these 1Daoourac1es are very infrequent but the tact that they are 

preaent oannot be overlooked. 

4. .An BatiDate of the Book. 

It is a regrettable fact that the mechanics and style of 

this "beek come between the reader and the real17 valuable piece of 

work which Jlr, Hurlbut has done, these stories hold the interest to 

a certain extEID.t because of their sincerity and the value of details 

withwllioh they deal, !he St2r: of the Bible would be useful as a 

source book tor teachers who desire bacqroad. material tor their 

Bible stories, but as a child;ren•s book, it b.cltl the power of a well 

told storr and the inspiration of au uaiaterrupted experience with the 

frieada of God. 

:a. Jfaeaillaaa !he Little Children's Bible 
!he Older Ohilclren's Bible 

1. An lb:amination of the Jlechanical Features, 

a, the flpe, 

!he tlPe of ~~ Older ~ldrea•a Jible is correct as to sise 

• • • • • • • 
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lm.t ita leadi.ns and word spacb'lg are narrow. !he tn>e in !Jle Little 

f:taldrp'a ll)le, although larger than that found in ita companion 

vo1wme, is ent1re1J too small tor a child under eight Jeara of age. 

Its leading and wort spaci.Dg are iD&dequate also. !he tlPG in both 

boe:a is hea\'7, clear, and Ter7 reacla)le • 

. 
). !he Organisation and AttractiTeneas of tlle Page. 

!he pages of these bookS are smaller tban the anrage. fte 

margins are aarrow. 8ince their material is giT8n in short sections 

the pages are oTerloaded with stor7 heacU~~gs. .U a result tlleJ kaTe a 

•chop))i" ... earaace. !'he titles are almost entirelJ tactual, such asa 

"'la:rtha. and liar,- or -!he Golden Calf .• On that accout theJ do not 

contribate llleh toward increasing the interest of t:be reader. 

c. !he Jlalte-Up of the Book.. 

:&oth of the boOlEs are )eautif'u117 ancl durablJ ooutruete4. 

loe4, subatantial coTera are boud oTer he&TJ paper of excellEilt 

tuaU.tJ• All the mechanics of bindiug haTe been excellentlJ carrie4 

eut. fhe back boaru are coTered. With a medium blue fabric. !he titles 

are printed. in large simple black letters Which giTe the coTers a oer­

taia 4igni'J ancl poise. !he books coa.ld well be used atil the child 

~ ao more need of a •ohildrea•s Bible.• 

d. !he Pictorial Illustrations. 

!:be majoritJ of pictures in these Tolumea are pencil Bk.etohea 

•cle bJ A. R. Dixon. Ia tbe Old!r QbilKep'f jibl! there are twelve 

cute iD all, tbree ot these bei~~g colored. In the J.ittle Chil4rp'l 
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II.Ja1e there are six black. and white and four colored plates. Inside 

the coTers and on the flJ-leaTes of the latter 'book are sil~ette 

4rawinga of illaginarJ scenes from Jesua • childhood. 

!hese pen•aad-1Dk 4rawiz18s are purel7 1llustrat1Te and. al­

tllough thq are quite accurate as to detail an4 giTe the child a fair 

14ea of the. backgrOtmd and costui.ng of the perio4. theJ woald not 

rank as pieeea of art. !he colored. pictures in !he ou.er tbilcirea•a 

Bible are interior in qualitJ to the aketchea, and the colori.llg ia 

slightlJ oTer4one. !he colored plates in !he hittle qhilirea•a Bible 

are fa:r auperior to the ones mentioaed a'boTe. One is of the 'birth of 

Jesua. one of His childhood, and one of Kis 'blessimg the little ch1l-

4ren. Since small childrea loTe pictures of other children a:tJ.d since 

these delicatelJ colored prints haTe a JoJtul child-like spirit about 

them. theJ would be TerJ mach loTed bJ U.J JO'I.Uig o1018r of this book. 

2. A1l llxamination of the StJle. 

a. Geaeral LiterarJ Merit. 

Since these bookS are entirelJ composed of unaltered selec­

tions from the King James • Version of the Scriptures there is no need 

to discuss their literary merit. 

'b. Storr!elling llethoda. 

!he express purpose of the editors of these two Tolumea is 

aot to give a atorJ book to the child 'but to proTide a book of Bible 

paasases suitable for use with children in achools. !his purpose uast 

be kept in miad aa theae booltS are Judged according to strict atorJ-
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telling staa4ar41. 

!MOlder 9h1ldrea's libl.l is divided into tour main sec• 

tioaaa Part I ... "!he Stor7 ot the Jaord Je111a•, Part II -- •the 

8tor7 ot lU.s People•, Part III - "!be So:Dg Boa: ot the Lord Jesua•, 

and the llpilepe. 

Ili the first part the material is grouped topica1171mder 

111ch titles as a "!be Stor7 of Christmas•, "lla7• 1n the Life ot Jena•, 
" 

~'blea•, "!he !eachi:ug ot Jaaua J.bca.t aot•, _,he :oea.th and Reaur-

reetioa of Jeaua•, ''!he incideD.ts or teachings mder each of theae are 

aill.P17 put down without szq effort to merge them into a conneelted 

atol'J. he mere arruagement of material, however, gives its owa stor7 

effect. Part II is simply a list ot Old-!estameat stories in ollrono­

logica1 ordar. Part III is a collection of psalms with a aeleetioa from 

the J.pooqplla aad. Iaaiah iaclud.ed. !he :lpilogue conaiste of abort 

aelectiou coacernil:lg the lin Oreatioa. It somehow these stories coulcl 

have beea more closely mit together their appeal would have beea 

etreagtb.ened. 

the Little Qhil4reR's Bible is clivided into sevea parts: 

llftle Stor7 ot Christmas•, -stories that Jeaus Would Learn From His 

Xothera, -the Bapti_.~ ".Kilild Deede of Jeaus•, -stories !old b7 
~- -

Jeaus•, "!he Death and Resurrection of Jesus•, •Qod, the J'ather and 
.. 

!tis World•, and ~~he J'ew Rea'fU. and the Jlew Earth.• the arrangemeat 
.. 

1n these eectioaa, although briefer, is similar to that ot fM 014er 

ClbJ14rU~I lUb~!· !he beadings tor the smaller aectiona in this boOk 

are in italics rather tbaa in oa.pitala so that the material here has 

the ettect ot beiDg more cozected.. 
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!he introductions, sucoeessione of incidents, cl~es, aad 

conclusions are aa simple, direct, and forceful as those of the Bible 

itself. 

1. .b. :l:umi.Datio:a. of Contat. 

a. A.pproJr:Late:a.ess to the Age of the Chilt. 

these books have been put together by members of the Cam-

bri4geahire Bdaoation Comadttee for the schools of tbat vioillity. 

Care has been taken il'1 the selection of material tor these books to 

insure selections suitable to child interests and eompreheasion. 1Utl1 

tlle txception of a few verses from Romaaa which are included in the 

final story of •A llew Heaven and a lfew Earth•, their choices were well 

-de. 
b. Biblical Accurac;v. 

!he onl;v possibilitJ of Biblical inaccurac;v in these bookS 

is in the selection of material. It is stated 1n the preface that it 

is not their purpose to give the whole Bible and tlms take the place 

of the Bible i.tself, but to lead the child •to &;;.lite-long love of the 

Christian stor;v ancl the word of God.•1 "' 

!o aid in this, the direct 
.. 

iiblieal reference is given at the end of ever;v selection. 

!bl Older Qbi}dren's Bible gives a comprebeDSive view of the 

life of Jesus. It inclucles the major incidents from the 11 ves of the 

patriarchs and the Dl&jor events of the Exodus ad wilderaess expericoes 

of the Israelites. Only a fn stories are told from llumbers and Joalata. 

• • • • • • • 

1. Preface, P• vi. 
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!he J~i!BG• receive d.e~ailed treatment. Buth, Sama.el, David, Slld Sol­

OJ.BOJl a:re quite fullJ dealt with. In "'!he Soag Book of the Lord 

Jesus• ~t1 psalas and nine selections from Isaiah, the ator1 of 
~ ... ,, 

orea~ion trom Genesis, and the So:ag of· the Tbree BolJ Children from 

the Apoci'J'.plla a:re given. One wonders whJ this latter selecticm is 

included. wha natue psalms of this t1,pe a:re found in the Bible 1~-

self. .AD. interesting croup of selec~ions from Renlation, B.omans, 

i Corinthians and Jlat~hew close the book. !hey deal with th<t New 

Crea~ion, its patience, JoJ, and ever-presen~ Saviou, endiDg with 

the ~riWD.thant ute of assurance tor all m.ristiaas. -Lo, I am with 

1 ,-ou all the daJs, even unto the ead of the world.• 

Dt ltittte !l!ildren•a :Biblt has a mch more limited ra:age 

of material thui !g Old!£ Olil!Jrg's lili!le• !he birth and childhood. 

of Jeau.s are the onlJ 4e~aile4 accounts giT81'1 trom the lt'ew !estamen~. 

A small croup of miracles, parables, and teachings are included in 

brief. Selected incidents from ·the passion, resurrection, and appear­

ances conclude the storJ of Jesus' earthly life. In the section en ... 

~itled, -stories that Jesus Would Learn from His ~ther•, the material 

is chieflJ concerned with the children of the Old Testament. One 

psalm is introduced in the section, *'God and His World•. *'!he Songs 

of tbe Three Holy Children• are included here also. !he conclusion ot 

this book is ideatical with that above. 

4. An Bstimate of these :Books. 

As selected portions of Scripture rather than Bible s~ories, 

• • • • • • • 
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these bookS are of great value. !here is one danger, howe,.er, i:u 

their firJ ume tor, although the Bible reterenoes are g:lvea and ex• 

Jla:aatiou ma.de, the title, Dt CIJiJ<trg•s lillle could. well com1ote 

to the child. the idea that this is the e:utire SOl'ipture. !his can 

be p.&J:ded. agaiut b7 caretul super,-isioD b7 pareats and teachers. 

l• 1'raaces JezakiDs Olootta Bible Stories to Read 8lld !ell. 

1. An Bxamination of the Jlechanical Features. 

a. !he '!Jl?e• 

!he tJPe in this book is ot the correct size, but the lead­

izte and word spaciDg are small. !he print is ver1 clear and easilJ 

read. 

b. !he Orgeaisation ad Attracti,-eness ot the page. 

!be ma.rgins of these pages are tairl7 w14o. !he print of 

the division headings is too heav1 for the :aarrow apace lett tor them. 

!he large 41visio:us of the book are separated by title pages Whose 

JrintiBg is too florid tor 'beauty, 'J!he titles such aa, "!he Jirst 

llain'boll" aad llfhe Witch ot Jndort' are •11 chose:u and adequate. 

c. !he Jlalte-tJp ot the Book. 

Although its super is not strcmcthened b7 head'ballda its 

cover is composed of a very substaatial board encased in a dark blue 

ta'bric. !he cover title aad design are printed 1n gold.. The pages 

are ot strong though thin paper. !he latter fact makes it possible 

tor this to be a medium sized, easilJ-h&lldled volume. 
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4. liotorial Illustrations. 

!he eight pictures here fO'Imd. are painted. bJ WillJ logSZI.J'. 

Ia spite of the fact that theJ are 'beautifully printed. and colored., 

theJ lack the essential qualities of good art. !rue to the actual 

tetaila of the Bible story, theJ miss the spirit. !MJ are neither 

true to t}\!1 oostwae of the time nor to the social or geographical 

'baekgrou.cl of the people. !heJ are not sound. in _their interpretatioa 

of lmman uture sad tend to bri»g forth a reaction of amsement rather 

thaD of appreciation on the part of the observer. 

a. .6a Jb:amination of the ltJle. 

a. General LiterarJ Jlerit. 

AI these stories ha'fe been selected from the Xing James • 

Version of the Old testament, with onlJ slight aut infrequent varia­

Uon of worda, a discussion of general liter&l'J JD1U.'it is obviouslJ 

UJmecessarJ. 

lf it were not for the grouping of materials this book would 

be more of a collection of incidents tham of stories, for Olcott has 

treated everJindividu&l incident as a unit, Units re:J.a;ted to each 

other through situation or character ue arranged under a si.Dgle title. 

An outline sho'WiJ18 this arrangement is here show.a. 

Jacob's !welve Sona
1 

JOifiPh'a Dreams 
Bow Joeeph lias Sold into Jg19t 
Row P:baraoh'a Jutler a:ad Pharoah'a Baker Dreamed :Dreams 

• • • • • • • 
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How Jlllaraob ])reamed a ])ream 
fbe Mighty Bul er of Egypt 
!fhe Brethrea Bow »own to Joseph 
!fhe Strage Money in the Mouths of the Sacks 
Bow BenJaDill Went lloWil Into EQpt 
!be Silver Ga.p in the Corn 
tat am Joseph your Brother Whom tou Sold IZltO Bgypt• 

Some of these aub-d.iviaiou are complete stories in thea-

sel't'es with introduotiou, progression, cli.maxes, &ad. conclusions, . 
Wbile otbera are treated. merely as incideD.ts. Iaaa.ch as the storiea 

ad incidents are iB the Bible language they are forceful aad moving. 

At ttmea the omission ot a Biblical incide•• iB a story hal strenath­

ene4 its appeal to the child, at other times it has weakened it. 

1. .Au Bxamination of the Content. 

a. Appropriateness to the Age of the Glild. 

In the selection ot her atoriea Olcott has catered. to the 

Junior c~l•'• natural desire tor the heroic. She baa attempted to 

add. spiritual value to this heroic by selecting key verses tor fl'lery 

main story and pltcing these versea on the title pages ot those stories. 

these key verses in the majority ot cases are taken from the psalms and 

lead. to an appreciation of the psalms as well as to an enriolaent of 

the urrative portiou. In spite ot the danger ot becomi12g abstruse 

1n this presentation of thought she has, in most cases, succeeded in 

choasing materials in which the abstract is translated into concrete 

imagery. 

!he chief opening for criticism and at the same time the 

main point tor approbation is to be found in the groups ot Biblical 

references at the end of every story. these references give sugges-
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tiaa tor further .reading of related stories and passages, which 

'because of lack of space ba.ve been omitted from this volume. As a 

Whole the stor, susgestious would prove very interesting and sttma­

latiDS to the .ja:aior. J1an1 references to verses in the l!few Testament, 

however, touch on B1lflbolic and theological interpretations Which are 

'beyond th~ child's interest and comprehension. 

b. Biblical Accuracy. 

Since these are selected and not re-told stories the only 

method of Judging their Biblical accuracJ is to note their inclusions 

and omissions. As has been mentioned above, each story ends with 

tuggestions for further reading. This ma.kes it pottible tor this 

book to lead to, it not actlla.Uy to include_, almott the whole of the Old 

testament. and. related portions of the l'ew. J.nother valuable aad un­

utual teatve of this book is its inclusion of a group ot laws trom 

the Book of the Coveunt. 

There are, however, a tew inaccuracies of em,phasis. The 

1tor1 ot Jalaam, tor instance, 1&71 its chief stress on the speaKing 

ot the ass and includes only a reference to Balaam blessiug the chil• 

clrea of God.1 Another critioiem which should be mentioned here is 

the fact that mob material is taken out of its context. !his is 

eepecially true ot the prophets. 

Although the prophecies are out of their context, they are 

splendidly arranged and show in chronological order the life of Obrist 

aa foretold by the Old testament seers. 

• • • • • • • 

1. ct. P• 175. 
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4. An ZatiDlate of the Book. 

X• its Biblical accurac7 and ita provisi~ tor further 

Bible stu~ oa the part of the ehilcl this book is splcclU.. 1 ta il­

lustrations ancl certain other relatecl incidents lower to a certain 

exteat ita possibilities of usefulness. 

J. Jlaad. u.d. Jl.islta. Petersllam: the Christ Child. 

1. An Bxamination of the Jleeha.Dical Features. 

a. the tJ.pe. 

the t~ in this lovelJ child's book. is beautifullJ clear 

aad )roa4-face4. Its leading a:n4 word spacb:~~ are except1oaall7 wide. 

b. the Organisation and Attractiveuaa of tbe Page. 

the pages of this boOlt are moat 11D.D.8ual. theJ are 1arge 

aad ver7 w~ite. All the apace up to the -.rgina is filled iD. with a 

aott, lisht srer upon which are f01Uld both the pictures and the print­

i~~g. Some pages are clevotecl atirel.7 to the printed. material, some 

ent1rel.7 to illutrative material, &Dd aeme laa.ve a clflllb1.Datio». of both. 

Bver7 page is a work of art. the gre7 'ba.a'Jraround seems to make the 

'at and pictures ou. there is a quiet restfUlness about it all. 

o. the lta.lte .. llp of the Book. 

the pages are made of an exoeptionallJ fine qualitJ of paper, 

'but the card.boa.r4 cover, with its thiZl cloth baok.ing, is not durable. 

ne super is not firmtJ attachecl, nor has it headbands. the book ia 

'· ver1 slim ud a little larger and wider t:ban the average sheet of 

{J.pewritiQg paper. It is aa attractive sise for a small Child. 



-·-
4. !he Pictorial Illustrations. 

!his book is tall of staraa aaall ones eapeciall)' desipad 

tor a blue night, or a blaclt night, or a corner of' the alq; a bright 

oae which 18 toud in a well; and a lar~, soft blue one which fills 

the earth and s1t7 with ita glor7. 

~his book is filled with birda: birds 'Which fl7 aroud 

Mal'J''s heat ae she is grinding her meal, which bow ia su'baiasioa at 

her teet as she listens to the agel's words about the comi:ag J:ting, 

which eD.circle the three as the7 go to the temple, whioh perch on the 

ar.a of' the little Lord Jesus aD.4 f'l7 aro1md Rim when Be pla.)'S. Aa 

the Christ oh:Ud mOTes about Bis home with His e;vea upon the future • 

the;r fl7 in line with llis vision. As Be sits upoa the top of a high 

hill and loOkS out into a spacious world, the7 tura aad wait to do 

His will, for tl:te)' are readf to go With Bim anJWhere. 

!his boOk is filled with sheep: !he)' are in the field 

with the shepherds. !'he)' come to worship at the Jlla.l'lger. !he7 nestle 

close to Jlar7's teet as she holts the bab7 Christ. !'he7 play with. 

Jesus in the fields. !he little black one sta7s ver7 close to Him. 

!'his book is full of' lovea the birds • love tor 11&1'7, l&a.r7's 

love of God, Joseph's love of' the Tirgill and the parents• love tor 

their child. Here also is the wise men•s love, the shepherd•s love, 

81aeon's love, and the love of the mazager animals tor the little 

Christ child. 

!his boOk is full of worshipa God is on fiNery page. He is 

in the heart of the Virgin. She worships in perfect submis sioa aad 

reoeives lUs words. Be is in the Christ, for this tin)' child is the 
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lllif:ht7 God and the Prince of Peace. ~he radiance from the little 

bo7 is over a11 and. brings to Rim the worship of the shepherdS and 

the worship of the sheep and the worship of the three wise men. It 

also brings the t11o'aghttul adoration of the mother w:bo keeps these 

thiDga in her heart. 

this boOk is full of the &riat childt Before Re is born 
,, 

He is here 1:n the thoughts of Bis mo tber, Before He is born the 

world prepares for l!is comi.Dg. When Be comes, His glo17 fills the 

ata'ble; 1!11 heralds awaJten the stars and. take the shepherds from their 

watch. Be is the oeater of His motller's life an4 of old Simeon's 

praise. Be ~es the tem,ple beautiful. Be d.isturbs a earth17ld.l:a8• 

to worship Rim men travel from the ends of the earth and His parents 

lea'l'e their land. Be is the center of His father's shop and the 

aaas-at of tlle doctors. His vision goes to the ends of the earth. 

Ria is a life of perfect submissioa and in His submission this Jesus 

iacreaaes in wisdom and stature, aad in favor with God and maa. 

17 the vividness of color, bJ a semi~turalistic, semi-

im,preaaio:aistic cenventionalised type of art these thillcs are sho11111. 

the Whole is tinged with Russian traditicm. la spite of all tbtse 

seeming inconsistencies the spirit and the heart of the Christmas 

story is preserved and given to the child in such a bright, 1UUiistaJt• 

a'b~ revel'eat W&J that he cannot 'but come to the ~D&~~ger to worship 

with the rest. 

a, Aa Examination of the Style. 

!lM simple and 'beautiful story of Jesus is here told in the 

Bible word.t. A discussion of style is therefore wmecessary. 
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a. h bulinatio:m. of the Co:m.tent. 

a. ApiJro:priate:m.ess to the Age of tht Ghild. 

!he Christmas story is the favorite of all 8D1all children. 

OouequentlJ this book is likely to be a favorite W:11ih them. Chil­

drea lo't'e stars, birds, shetp, mothers, fathers, laabies, and eh114ra, 

•.speoiallJ wha these are shoe in soft, bright eo lora. !he Gbrist-

111&8 story always bas aa appeal to the child. !his appeal is rare17 

atroDger thaD whe:m. this story is told iD. the cl.ireot, rhytlmlic ae:m.tencea 

of the Bible text. 

b. Biblical Aoou.racr. 

"' '~ 

•••, -the !'light Into JsJ.pt•, aAd. -the Child. • !he text itself is 

accurate. be .references for the :prophecies are given. Because of 

'he familiarity of 'he Jlattbew and. LUke accouts :a.o retereaees are in­

c1utt4 for the actual Gbristmas storJ• 

4. h llatimate of the :Book. 

Because the child would love it as a book, -.uld love it as 

a set of pictures, would leva it as a storr and tbrough it would love 

the Christ Child and. worship at llis fee,, this boOk would. 'be the ideal 

gift for a ehristaas morning. 

x. Benry A. Sherman and Charles :roster Kents !he GhililrQ.'a Bi'ble. 

1. An l1Dm1nation of the ilechanical J'eatures. 

a. !he !Jpe. 

!he sise of the tJ.pe and the spa.ci:m.g of the words in this book 
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meet tl:le standards of meaaurement set up for them. !he lea.diDg is 

onl7 a)out t~o-thirda as large as it should be. !he clarit7 and 

'breadth of the t'Pe, however, alleviate a;rq 41fficult1es which might 

othe:nti~e a;riae from this fault. 

). the Organization and Attractinness of the Pas•• 
· ~]Mae p~s are large and their margins are wicl.e. !be head-

i:q,aa are simple and well spaced.. !be paragraphs are of such a leagtl:l 

that theJ break the page at frequa.t intervals but do not give it a 

frap,eD.t&rJ appearance. !he titles are simple, intereati.Dg, and sig­

aificant of the material which is to follow. •!be Courage of Four 

Captives•, "!tow to ~, "'llJ Paul Went to »aced.onia• are repreaata-

tin. 

c. !he Jlake-l:rp of the Book. 

·With heavJ, easilJ turaecl pages and an exception&llJ splen­

did cover, this book would bid fair to last the span of obildboocl if 

ita couatructionwere better. the book opens beautitullJ and ita 

pages hold together com.parativel7 well, however, in spite of the fact 

that it lac1ts the added support of headbane\s Which 1 t decidedlJ needs 

becaaae of its size. 

4. !he Pictorial Illustrations. 

Bea:ut7 is the lteJD.ote of this volWIII, atruclt particularlJ 

'bJ the pictures. A fn of them, such as Z1Dmel'JDU.'a "Christ and the 

Jishermea•, lU viere 's, •Daniel' s .Answer to the K1»8•, L •Bermit te 's 
. . 

".bloas the Lowlt', and Von tJhcll•a, •!he !estiag of Abraham's Faith•, 
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raDk 8DlOIJ8 the masterpieces of Biblical art. All illustra:Uons ia­

clude4 would. be considered good, although their depth of character 

is not sutficieat to allow them to stand with the V8'&7 greatest. Jor 

the purpose of iaterpreting the beau'1 of the Bible to the child, 

hORTer, tlle1 co11l d hardlJ be surgasset. Amo:pg the colored pr inte 

are a dose~ exquisite !&~lor pictures, tbree excellct paintiap b7 

Qeorge Herbert Jloore, and a beauti:tal copJ of L'Rermitte•s •Among the 

Lowll". fieeot, Voa ll'ade, 'ft'iead.t, Jl7laad, lli:viere, llol'lii8Zl, Ziumermaa, 
"' 

QereDII, 8ie!ll8l'&Ulti, Jloore, Slade, Girardet, and Baphael are the 

artists represented among the uacolored half-tones included here. All 

of these pictures are shown in large, full-page cuts of excellent ea­

oa.tio~a.. !he 'boOk would almost be worth purcba.siDB pure11 for 1 ts 

art's sake, tor these pictures would give to the child a high coace,-

tion of the ma.jestr aad. lOT& ot God and would 'bring to him a realisa­

tioD ot the 'be&utJ, poise, and streugth Which God imparts to those who 

love aad wox-sh1p Rim. 

I. An lbMdnation of the 8t71e. 

a. General Literar1 Value. 

Val~e most Bible stor1 books this is neither a retelling 

aor a re-arr8J18ement of some previousJ.7 translated texts, but a fresh 

translation of Bible selections chosen especiallJ for the child. It 

iS sim,ple, ret stiDillati.Dg. Bo atteJI!?t bas been made to put it illto 

words of one sylla)le. It has eaough unfamiliar id.ioJDS in it to pro­

vide room to: g:owtll and yet not enough to keep the child from enjoJ­

illc and. uderstaading ita pages. .A.lthough it is a modera translation 



- 88 -

~- has not been put into free speech but resembles the American 

:revised veraion 121 its pbraaeolog. !he wor41:ng is sglaa41dlJ suited 

to the child and meets the highest litctra.J7 stanuru. !he simplicitJ 

aad sinceritJ of the tra.nalatioa Sift it a breadth and power which is 

fh! ph1J;4fe's Bible is divided iato two main divisias, 

the Old and the Bew Testaments. !he incidents within these two see• 

tiona follow eaoh other, each with ita GWD title, with no main head• 

i:naa to unite related portions or to separate those Which are unre­

lated. A child m1ght object to the brevitJ of some stories, tor with-

out elaboration some of these smaller sections do not give room for 

the full developaent of all their storJ possibilities. !he iatrodue-

tiona, succession of bt.oideats, climaXes, and conclusions have the 

simplicitJ and force of the Bible itself. 

I. .An Jb:amination of Contcmt • 

a. Appropriateness to the Age of the Child. 

!he material from the Old and lin Testaments has been selected 

attar twentJ-five J8&rl of careful observation as to What portions are 

1nteresti»g and helpful to children. 1 AI a whole, an excellent and 

verJ ~11 selection has 'been made. !here are a few omissions Which, 

in view of child interests, seem somewhat straage. For exaaple, the 

• • • • • • • 

1. Cf. Preface. 
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pt.rt pl.qed b7 Jael in the stor7 of Deborah is omitted; ira. the storJ 

of Gideon the faao1nat1Dg details of the fleeee are not presented; 

as the storJ of ebrist's trials is told, Peter's denials are not men­

tioned; Cont.eliu • vision is narrated, but Peter's is not given. 

~he fact that an effort has evidentl7 been made to keep this wol'lt 

from assumiDg bu.llq proportions •1 aocount in pa.rt for these omis­

sions, but the basis for them is difficult to determme. 

b, lU.blioal AcouracJ. 

Although not acaurate as to exact words, this traaalation is, 

as a whole, true to the original in thought and spirit. A child who 

finished this book. would have become familiar with BBBJ portioDS of 

the loripture Whicb are as a rule never read b7 children. A highlJ-

out 'but beautitullrarruged storJ of Job is given with the essential 

portions of the outstanding speeches reprocmced in poetry. !nnty 

of the Psalms are translated aad arraaged as separate poe:ns. An obJec-

tion might be raised on the part of some to the fact that these fudl­

iar psalms are in slightlJ different phraseology from that used 1n the 

standard versions. Wevertheless, the translations given are clear as 

to thoughta 

•1 will lift up my eyes to the hills; from whence comes my help! 
JIJ help comes from the Lord who made heaven aad earth• 
Be will not let 7oar foot be moved; he who keeps you does not 

sl'Ulber; 
Behold, he who keeps Israel neither slumbers nor aleepa.•1 

A areat mamber of splendid proverbs are included in groups under such. 

• • • • • • • 

1. P, 19?. 
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:b,sa41D8& as "!he Rewards of X.isteai.Dg to the Advice of the Wise•, 
V• 

Wfl.bat God Likes and :DisU.k&s•, "!he !rouble of !hoae Who are LasJ", 

aad -the Control of the !~e:.• leaidea the atories of P&al's 

lite, JOrtiou of a great D.Uilbsr of his epistles haft bee included 

iB their historical setting. !hess do not usuallJ give the ceatral 

thought of the epistle as a Whole, but represent some p:base of ever7-
. 

daJ Chriatiaa life which could prove inspiri.Da to the child. A fair 

elEalllpls et this is found in the treatment of the lpistle to the 

lloJI'.Ialls. !he main portion included is from the twelfth aad thirteenth 

chapters, which, ot course, do not give the central message of the 

book but which cosprise its practical application. 

De DJ.ldrg's Bi)l! avoids all menticm ot Jewish ceremonial­

~-· Of course a child oazmet WhollJ understand the significance of 

ceremonials but a complete 1poriD8 of the field robs t•e child of 

ideas Which will srow in sigaificance as his understaa41Dg broadens. 

Good conduct teachings are everJWhere included. !he re-

nlts of such sins as the child can comprehend are recorded. Ot:bers 

are either omitted er told with great reserve. Ghrist as Saviour is 

everJWhere a part Of the message. !he most serious fault this boOk 

JOssesses is its lack of Biblical referenoes. Bo child could tade­

pendeatlJ find in his real Bible the stories, psalms, and passages 

inclu.ded here. There is a great danger that this omission of refer-

u.ce• will lead the ohil d to believe that this trapent&rJ and. tairlJ 

tree traas1ation is the complete Bible. !he ver1 Iitle of the book 

would support this belief. 
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4. AD. lbtiate of this BoOk. 

!he material, construction, art, literature, and content of' 

this book unite ill siving the child a loftJ and powerful concept of 

Qod in lmllaD experience. It would be loved and read b7 anJ child 

ad would tha.s briDe that child iDto persoul contact with ma,ch 

apiritual .food Which is not usa.a.ll7 illcl'llded ill his trainiDg. Its 

Yal'lle would be iDoreued J1i18D7 times it 11»7 the uae of refereDOes it 

led the child from this splendid book. to the Bible itself. 

:s.. Alfred akrend.a and Isabel Juersensa Jlimlte Stories from the 
Bible. 

1. An JmmiD.ation of the Jlecha.Dioal Features. 

a. !he 'JPe. 
!he uaasa.a.l arraagement of this book necessitates ver7 small 

aad crowded. tJPe. !be book. consists of one hundred fifty stories, 

each illustrated bJ a pen and inlt drawi»C. Jver7 stor7 with its il­

lustl"ation t~s up o:alJ one page. 'he printing is within the line 

which frames the picture and covers that portion of the drawing ill 

which there are no figures. 'lm.s the letters which are heavy, black, 

sad rather irl"egular are so small and crowded that readhlg is dif'fi-

b. the Orga:aisatiu and Attractiveness of the Page. 

As has been mentioned above, the stories and their pictures 

together fol'll o:a.e uait. llv&rJthillg on the page except the book tit la 

a:ad page number is inclosed. within the black. liae which frames the 
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plotuJ:e and stoq. Each stor7 has a title printed. in large attrac­

tS:ve letteJ:a. !he ma:rgias are wide. !he cornbillatioa of all these 

thi-sa makes tor a ver7 intereat1mg page. 

o. !be B'a&e-lip of the Jlook. 

!his 'Molt with its bright green cover and. blaclt and silver 

title ;plate 1a ver7 attractive, neat, aad coJII.Pact in appearaace, but 

S.a aot above the average in the durabilitJ of ita bind1Dg. !he qual­

it)' of ita 'baclting is not of the beat aad ita super is not finished 

wiUl head. ba:au. lta paper is heaq and lastina. !he Whole long, 

broad. coapact volume is of a very convenient size. 

t. Pictorial Il1uatratiens. 

Aa there are one baDdred fifty stories in this collection 

there are oae baadred fifty pictures. !hese are , tusuallJ illuatra~ 

tift and deal, to a large extent, with :ph)'sical prowess. !he7 rarelr 

raise the spirits of the reader above the bumaa level. !heJ are 

\eautitully priated aad although the7 would be considered rather good 

drawimgs the7 do not have those qualities of greatness which mak:e art 

lastiJic. A child would enjoy them tor a time but WO'lld soon grow 

wearr ot their sameness. !he7 are tairlr accurate in all respects, 

:Biblical, historical, and geographical. !her would, however, have ae 

particular i:ntlueace in the child's spiritual and moral life, tor thq 

neither challenge nor lead to worship. 

I. An ltxaminatioa of the Style. 

a. General Liter&rJKerit. 

lb:treme oomeasation is the k81Jlote to the st7le of this 
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'Hole. A remarltable 81101U1t of material h&8 been placecl. in a remark­

ably amall place. !he manner is direct and forceful. All mmeces­

S&rJ detail is omitted. !he stories are fairly effective although 

aot se DJD.ch so as the originals in the Bible teu. !he aenteJ104ta 

aa4 parapapha are of fairly good constructioa bat the wordl are quite 

trequat ly beyon4 the com.preha.aion of the average child. 

b. Story-felling Kethods. 

As the name of the book implies, all stories are very brief. 

!he beet way to show the general method of attack, con4eaaation, and 

4evelopnea.t generallJ uae4 will be to give one of these stories ia 

tu.ll. "The Story of the Patriarch Abrabam• followsa 
. 

"!he voice of the Lord came to Abraham, a deaoeJlClant of lloah, 
aad said. to hiaa ''fake your wife, Sarah, and yaar nephew, 
Lot, and so forth from yaar father's house into a tar couatrJ 
oere I purpose to create a new nation from you children. • 

•ad Abraham o\eye4 and set out knowing not where he was go­
lDs, but trust1111 1:D. the voice of the Lord. !hey journeyed 
..., 4aJ8 toward the south until they reached a fertile val­
ley. 

"llow Lot was very rich; and so was Abraham, an4 their JJ18.J11 
her411U1l besaa to quarrel over the pasturelaad. So Abraham 
said& 'Let us not have strife for we are kinsmen. • And he 
lett Lot in Sod.om and jouraeyecl forth again until he reach.ecl 
the laacl of Ce»aan. !here the voice told him that the land 
as tar as e.ve could see should \eloac to him aad that his 
cl.esoend.ant s should be as J1Ulllerous aa the stars of heaven. 

"!his prophecy seemed im.possible of fulfillment to Abraham, 
tor Sarah, his wife, had no children. But he trusted in the 
worcl of tbe Lorcl. One day as he rested in his tent from the 
noontide heat three strangers approaobe4. And as be arose 
to entertain and refresh thaa, they saida •Sarah is to bear 
you a son. • 

•llow, Abraham was a hundred years of age, and Sarah too, was 
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ta.ll of years, but the prophecy was tultillecl, and When 
the child was bora they callecl him Isaac. 

(~be Story of the Patriarch Abrabam is from ihe 
.014 !estameat -- Genesis XII, XIII, ~II)" 

Becaase of their condensation, there is no room in these stories for 

the 4evelopment of character or for progress toward an effective eli-

max. A ~mt.ior would find thea iateresti»g to piCk up aa4 read but 

would aot lose himlelf ia the as he would in longer stories. !he 

picture on every pae;e would contbme to attract him, even wllen the 

stories did not appeal. Since these stories are written for adults as 

well as chiltr:en, a certain degree of complexity is to be expected. 

!be Biblical references included after every narrative might possibly 

lead the child to read the Bible itself. !his is one of the author•~ 

state4 purposes. 

a. An bamjnation of Content. 

a. Appropriatauess to the Age of the Child. 

Bvery story is centered around some heroic personalitJ. At 

times the heroism is moral and at times physical. The one hundrecl 

fifty stories cover the outstand!Qg aarrative incidents of Genesis 

and :lxodus. They give a few from ~'umbers and Ju48ea and conce:atrate 

aaain on the period of the KiDB•· llehemiah, Bather, Job, Daniel, and 

Jonah are the last of the Old !estament stories dealt with. !he out-

atandiug incidents of the life of Christ are told ia condensed fonn. 

In the Acta, Pentecost, Step)lb, and Philip are omitted While onl;v 

ene incidaut from each of Paul's missionar,r journeys is given. !he 

boolt ends with Paul in Rome. 

• • • • • • • 

1. P. 16. 
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The stories are, as a whole, fairly accurate as to Biblical 

detail but the omission of any idea of Christ as Saviour reveals an 

inadequate concept of the scriptural message. The following para­

graph out of the life of Paul shows very clearly the author 'a opflid1on 

as to the person and '\'0 rk of Christ. 

"After sailing for several months Paul came to Rome where 
he rtJI&ined for two years, urging all who would hear him, 
both Jew and Gentile, to follow the teachings of Jesus of 
Hazareth."l 

4. All Estimate of the Book as a Whole. 

This book is unique but it remains to be seen how permanent 

it will be. Without depth of character to the art, without depth of 

feeling to the stories, and without an adequate message, it can hardly 

take a aajor place in the Christian literature of childhood. 

u. Nora A. Smitha Old, Old Tales from an Old, Old Book. 

1. All EXamination of the Mechanical. Features. 

_a. The Type. 

Although these "Old, Old Tales" are .set up in type which is 

correct as to size, it does not hale wide enough leading. or word 

spacing. The print is good and clear. 

b. The Organization and Attractiveness of the Page. 

The pages of this book would be more attractive if the mar­

gins were sligh'ily broader. There appearance is improved by well­

spaced story headings and well divided paragraphs. Each story has a 

• • • • • • 

1. P. L60. 
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main and a sub-title. 'fhe main titles as a rule consist of the names 

of a hero and an explanatory phrase such as, "Abraham, the Friend 16#; 

Qpd", "1oseph, the Dreamer", "1oshua, the General". The sub-headings 
' ' 

also are interesting. The sub-titles to "Samuel, the Last of the 

1udges•, are "The Ghild of Prayer", and "The Listener." 

c. · 'l'he Hake-Up of the Book. 

The pages and the cover of this book are all of excellent 

material. '!'hey are firmly bound .together in a manner which bids fair 

to kat a child •a Ute. 

d. Pictorial Illustrations. 

Out·· of the nineteen full-page halt-tones in this volume, eleven 

are by Tissot, three by Michelangelo, two by Dore, one respectively 

by J.liu"illo, Reynolds, and an unnamed artist. The above names speak 

for themselves as to the type of art found here. Tissot strikes the 

middle note between the interpretive art of Michelangelo and the 

illustrative pictures of Dore. The prints are clear and we.ll. executed. 

They would be a great help to the child in bringing him into the 

atmosphere of the Biblical narrative. 

2. An Examination of the Style. 

a. General Literary Merit. 

This style is too rambling to be forceful. The sentences 

are rather long and involved and the paragraphs are frequently not 

unified. The language is an attempt to keep the phraseology of the 

~ng 1ames • Bible in an enlarged imaginative setting. As a .consequence 
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of this effort, many words sound pedantic. 

b. Story-Telling Methods. 

A representative introduction is the following: 

!'In the strange mysterious land of Egypt where Abraham so­
journed in his youth, where Jacob li•ed in his old age. 
where Joseph rose from slave.to governor, there floating 
in the sacred Nile we find the infant Moses in his tiny boat 
of bulrv.shes. More than two centuries have passed since 
the death of the great Zaphnath•Paneah, revealer of secrets, 
and another Pharaoh sits on the throne, a king who knew 
not Joseph, e~,s the Old Tale tells us ......... 1 

Moses is kept floating in the sacred Nile for another page and a half 

while the reader is taken on a tour to discover the historical back• 

ground of his plight. The average introduction is similarly ranbling 

and indirect. 

The succession of incidents, in the various stories, receives 

mch the same treatment. Although they are presented in Biblical 

phraseology, they are covered with excews detail which takes away from 

the force of the original writing. Direct discourse is rarely found. 

The technical aids of repetition and ·contrast are almost never used. 

"' There is a samenesa about every paragraph.· Never is there a swift 

movement or a su<l4en turn of events. Thus, any possibility of a 

forceful climax is removed. 

The conclusioas are the best portions of the book. They are, 

as a whole, brief and successful in winding up the unwound threads of 

narration. 

• • • • • • • • • 

1. P. 96. 
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The stories as a whole are unified in their main develop. 

ments, but these developm.nts are so obscured by "atmosphere" and 

"background" that the reader has great difficulty in following the 

central thought. 

3. An Examination of the Content. 

&. APpropriateness to the Age of the Child. 

The author has put her emphasis upon the heroes of the books 

of Genesis, EXodus, 1oshua, I and II Samuel, and the Kings. She also 

tells stories of Balaam, Gideon, 1otham, Samsott, Esther, 1eremiah, and 

Daniel. A group of Psalms is included in-connection with David and a 

group of proverbs in the story of Solomon. She has told no story which 

would not be of vital interest to the hero-loving junior. She has 

failed to re-tell a number of outstanding junior stories but cannot be 

expected to incorporate all the narrative material of the Bible in one 

book, if that book is to maintain reasonable proportions. 

b. Biblical Accuracy. 

A certain amount of elaboration of background and mental 

states is permissible if it is in keeping with the facts and spirit 

of the story. The background of these stories is not actually inac­

curate, but it does detract from the spirit of the original. 

Certain facts are definitely inaccurate, some by omission, 

some by misrepresentation, and some by carelessness. The significance 

of the Passover ceremony is overlooked in the following loosely-con­

structed description: 
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"•••• For the Lord had commanded Mosew to mark their door­
posts .in a certain way so that the dntroying angel might 
see and pass over them."l 

J'eremiah is misrepresented by the use of that out-worn phrase, "the 

~eeping prophet."2 The giving of the ten commandments is inaccurate 

'because of lack of attention to detail. Such minor inaccuracies are 

found scat~ered throughout the book. Nothing, however, is out­

standingly incorrect nor definitely apposed to the spirit of the 

Scriptures. 

4. An Estimate of the Book. 

The atmosphere of this book is that of a story within a 

story. The constutly recurring phrase "as is told in the Old, Old 

story Book" is a constant reminder that these are not first-hand ex-

periencn. This throws a shadow of unreality over the events. This 

fact, combined with the poor sentence and paragraph structure, the 

verbosity, and the poor story development, is a hindrance to the 

effectiveness of the really good material to be found in this 

excellently illustrated, well-bound book. 

N. Eva Jlarch Tappan 1 All Old, Old Story-Book. 

1. An Examination of the Mechanical Features. 

a. The Type. 

The type in this book measures up perfectly to the standards 

set for it in the discussion of criteria. Its size, leading, and word 

• • • • • • 
1. P. 109. 
2. P. 412. 
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spacing are absolutely correct and its broad Roman-faced letters make 

reading very easr. 

b. The organization and Attractiveness of the Page. 

Here one finds the arrangement of the pages verr pleasing. 

The margins are wide ane the divisions well-spaced. Related inci• 

dents, each with a heading, are grouped ~der a common title. Al­

though the stories are not numbered, the incidents in each stoey are. 

This numbering detracts somewhat from the appearance of the page. 

The titles consist, in the main, of tactual statements. 

c. The Make-Up of the Book. 

This is a compact book. Its pages, which are of a splendid 

quality of paper, are well sewed together and backed with a finely­

woven wpper. If its cloth covers were of a better quality and if its 

super were strengthened by headbands, there would be no criticism of 

its make-up. The backboards are very attractive, covered with red 

cloth, lettered in black and decorated with a picture of David and 

Goliath. 

d. Pictorial Illustrations. 

The mechanical execution of the nine full-page half-tones 

found here is good, but their artistic quality is, as a whole, only 

average. "Daniel in the Den of Lions" by Briten Riviere is the only 

great picture in the book. None of the other artists used are commonly 

known with the exception of Dore. These pictures taken .as: .a whole 

are illustrative rather than interpretative. All of them except Brian •a 



BROWN'S FAMOUS PICTURES. NO. 2092 DORE 

JOSEPH MAKING HIMSELF KNOWN TO HIS BRETHREN 
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picture of "Noah Leaving the Ark" are quite true to tU,e :Biblical detail 

and to national and geographical backgrounds. Depth of character ia 

rarely portrayed. Only in a few instances would they have any moral 

and ppiritual influence on the child. 

2. An Examination of the Style. 

a. General Literary Merit. 

As nothing has been added to the King .Tames • rendering ot 

these stories and as the only change has been a re-arrangement of that 

text into paragraphs, a discussion of the literary value of this book 

would be beside the point. 

b. Story-Telling Methods. 

The book is divided into four large historical divisions. 

The material of each is subdivided into stories and then into inci­

dents. This organization has added to the appearance of the page and 

i.Jlcreased the unity and continuity of the book. The story technique 

is the same as that found in the Bible, direct and etfective. 

3. An Examination of Content. 

a. Appropriateness to the Age of the Child. 

The author has included only those portions of the Bible which 

are of interest to juniors, but has omitted many details and stories in 

which they delight and whose omission would surely be noticed and re­

gretted. The story of Abraham is a good example of this. It begins 

with his call in Haran and leaves out the fact that the family originally 

lived in Ur. It omits the story of Hagar and fails to tell of the visit 
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of the three angels. Uost of the stories of the book are given in this 

fragmentary manner. 

b. Biblical Accuracy. 

When the material included in considered, there are no grounda 

on Which the Biblical accuracy of this book can be criticized, but 

the omissions which cut the train of thought and at times ignore 

central factors in the narrative, misrepresent the essential mevsage and 

spirit. 

In this collection of Old Testament incidents Jacob is not 

mentioned. In the story of Samson the significant circumstances pf his 

birth are omitted. Although the story of Samuel mentions the fact that 

a message was received from God and that Samuel became priest, the con-

tent of that message and the reasons for his supplanting Eli •s sons are 

. left out. The significance of the exile stories is lessened by the 

failure to mention the fall of Jerusalem. The twenty-third psalm, the 

only psalm in the book, is in: .:a peculiar place, as it co1nes between the 

story of the death of Jonathan and the story of the little ewe lamb. 

A number of Solomon •s proverbs are quoted in connection with his Ute. 

Nathan, Elijah, Elisha, Daniel, Jonah are the only prophets touched 

upon. This author has definitely omitted from her writings all that is 

cruel or unpleasant. 

4. M1 Estimate of the Book. 
( 

This is a fairly good, but rather fragmentary collection of 

Bible stories. It would prove interesting to any junior child, but 

would not •ead him to a growing knowledge of Bible truth. The art does 
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not, as a whole, give any spiritual enrichment and the stories 

lack dynamic. 

Since the analysis of each Bible story book is now complete. 

a comparative study of these books on the basis of this analysis will 

be under\aken in the chapter which follows. 



CHA.P'.r.U U.l 

A. OOJIP.ARIS>N OF THE RESPECTIVE BIBLE STORY BOOKS CHOSD 



<IIAP!lm II I 

J. COlllPA.RlSOli OF Tl:tE BESP.!CTIV.E BI:Slim STORY BOOKS OHOSD 

~o s1Jnplif7 the process of comparing twent7 separate :Sible 

ator7 books and to obJectif7 the findings, this stud7 will be set 

forth in chart form. On the basis of the ana.l7sis which has just 

been coupleted, these charts will reveal the comparative standing 

of each book 1n relation to the various criteria set up in the first 

chapter. !he first chart (Chart I) will deal with the mechanical 

features. Because of the detail involved in the stud7 of pictures, 

the rating of pictorial illustrations will be elaborated in a sep­

arate chart (Chart I-a) with onl7 the rating as a whole appea.ri:ag 

on the chart of mecha:nical features. 'fhen there will be charts de­

pict ins the elements of st71e {Cbart IIJ' and the nature o:t content 

(Chart III). !he sett 1ng forth of con tent will be supplemented?b7 

an aclditional c:bart («:bart Ili-a) showing the manner in which each 

boolc treats certain outstandi:ag Biblical problema. Because its ele­

msats hawe functioned as determining factors in the rating of Biblical 

acaurac7 of content, this chart is introduced for the purpose of ex­

planation, but because of its supplementary nature, it will be ex­

cluded from the final comparison. In conclusion, there will be a final 

chart (Chart IV) summarizing the rating of mechanical features, style, 

and content, and indicating the rating of each book as a Whole. 

hcept when some unusual detail is being dealt With the 

ratiag of the various books in relation to some specific feature will 
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'be indicated as follows: 

heellent~ : 
: 

Good ~ : 

l'air 

Poor 
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Could be recommended 
on this point 

Could not be recon:mended 
o:n this point 

Since none of the standards are absolu telJ :nat, this rating is purely 

relative. Conseque:ntlJ, excellence does not imply perfection. More-

over, 1n the very nature of the material, there can be no mathematical 

exactness about this evaluation. !he ju~ent of one individual is, 

to a certai:n degree, influenced by personal op1nion, even when an ef-

tort is made to be perfectly unbiased. .Because the content is the 

essential factor of the Bible story books, it will be weighted in the 

ttnal ratiag so as to make its value equal to twice that of any other 

feature. 

l'or the process of comparison, the Bible story books have 

been divided into two groups. l'hose written for the junior child have 

been placed in one group and those for the little child in the other. 

In rrAny cases the age group for which the book was intended has not 

been stated in the book itself but has been evidenced i:n the nature and 

handling of the material. 



CRA:R'! I 

.A COMPARISON OF THE MI!:CHANICAL FEATURES 
OJ' THE BIBLE STORY BOOKS 

Legend 

Excellent ~ 

Good ~ 

Fair ~ 

Poor ~ 

FOR THE J1JI(.[ OR CHILD 

William Canton, The Bible Story 

James Daugherty, The Kingdom and the Power.and the Glory 

Charles Foster, The Story of the Bible 

George Hodges, The Garden of Eden 

The Castle Of Zion 

When the King Came First edition 
seoond edition 

Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, Story of the Bible 

:Macmillan, The Older Children's Bible 

Frances Jenkins Olcott, Stories to Read and Tell 

Sherman and Kent, The Children's Bible 

Nora A· Smith, Old, Old Tales from an Old, Old Book 

Skrenda and Juergens, Minute stories from the Bible 

Eva March Tappan, An Old, Old Story BOOk 

FOR THE LITTLE CHILD 

.American Standard Bible Readers 

Jessie Eleanor Moore, First Bible Stories 

Ethel L· Smither, Jesus and the Children 

Jessie Eleanor Moore, Bible Stories to Read 

Mildred J. Mc.Ardle, Stories of Long Ago 

Frances Weld Danielson, 

Macmillan, The Little Children's Bible 

Maud and Miska Petersham, 'fhe Christ Child 
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CHA:RT !.:.; a 

A COMPARISON or THE PICTORIAL ILLUSTRATIONS 
Or THE BIBLE STO:RY BOOKS 

Legend 

Excellent t~ 

Good ~ 

rair [gJ 

Interpretive jr / 
Illustrative ~ 

Poor ~ 
. 

POll THE JUNIO:R CHILD 

William Canton, The Bible Story 

James Daugherty, The Kingdom and the Power and the Glory 

Charles roster, The Stor,y of the Bible 

George Hodges, The Garden of Eden 

The castle ot Zion 

first edition 
When the Xing Came Second edition 

Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, Story of the Bible 

Jlacmillan, The Older Children' a Bible ---------------------------------------
Prances Jenkins Olcott, Stories to Read and Tell 

Sherman ami Kent, The Children' a Bible 
!' 

Nora A· Smith, Old, Old Tales from an Old, Old BOOk 

Skrenda and Juergens, Minute Stories from the Bible 

Bva March Tappan, AD Old, Old Story Book 

lOR THE LITTLE CHILD 

American Standard Bible Readers 

Jessie Eleanor Moore, Jirst Bible Stories 

Ethel L• Smither, Jesus and the Children 

Jessie Eleanor Moore, Bible Stories to Read 

Mildred J. McArdle, Stories of Long Ago 

Prances Weld Danielson, ~i'PJe St9ry ~o~k: 

Macmillan, The Little Children's Bible 

Maud and Miska Petersham, The Christ Child 
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lb 11~ No outstanding artist 
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Various great masters 
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A. A Comparison of the Mechanical Features of the Bible Story Books. 

From an examination of the preceding chart the following 

gradation of the books as to their relative standing in respect to 

l\'116chanical features can be mad.eJ 

1. For the Junior Child. 

h. Excellent 

Sherman and. Kent: The Children's Bible (3.7) 
George Hodges; The Garden of Eden 3.5) 

b. Good 

George Hodges: When the King Came, (First Edition), (3.3) 
George Hodges: When the King Came, (Second Edition) (3.2} 
George Hodges: The Castle of Zion (3.2) 
Nora A. Smith: Old, Old Ts.les from an Old, Old Book (3.2) 
Eva March Tappan: An Old, Old Story-Book (3.1) 
James Daugherty: The Kingdom and the Power and the Glory (2.8) 
Macmillan: The Older Children's Bible (2.6) 
Frances J nkins Olcott: Stories to Read and Tell ( 2.6) 
Skrenda and Juergens: Minute Stories from the Bible (2.5) 

c. Fair 

Jesse Lyman Hurlbut: Story of the Bible (2.3) 
William Canton: The Bible Story (2.2) 
Charles Foster: The Story of the Bible (1.5} 

2. For the Little Child. 

a. Excellent 

Frances Weld Danielson: Bible Story Book (3.7} 
Maud and. Miska Petershf:l.nU The Christ Child (3.8) 

b. Good 

American Standard BiblA Readers (3.4) 
Macmillan~ The Little Children's Bible (2.7) 

The constructlon of these books seems to be the most common 

point of weakness, the size of the books the most common point of 

strength. 



A COPIPARISOJ' Of !HI STYLll OP !HI :B I:BLE STOEY :BOOKS 

Legend 

FOR THE JQNIOR CHILD 

William Canton, The Bible Stor.y 

James Daugherty, ·The Kingdom and the Power and the Glory 

Charles Poster, The Story of the Bible 

George Hodges, The Garden of Eden 

The castle of Zion 

1'hen the King Came 

Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, Stor,v of the Bible 

Macmillan, The Older Children's Bible 

Prances Jenkins Olcott, Stories to Read and Tell 

Sherman and Kant, The Children's Bible 

Wora A. Smith, Old, Old Tales from an Old, Old Book -----------------------------
Skrenda aiid Juergens, :Minute Stories from the Bible ·----------------------------------
Eva March Tappan, ~Aa Old, Old Stor.y-Book 

FOR THE LITTLE CHILD 

American Standard. Bible Readers 

Jessie Eleanor Moore, First :Bible stories 

Ethel L· Smither, Jesus and the Children 

Jessie Eleanor Hoare, Bible Stories to Read -------------------
lUl.dred J. McArdle, Stories of Lorig Ago -----------------------------------------

Prances Weld Danielson, ~ible St.ory.ll~pk 

Macmillan, The Little Children's Bible 

Maud and Miska Petersham, The Christ Child 
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B. A Comparison of the Style of the Bible Story Books. 

From the data to be found on the preceding chart the fol-

lowing comparative estimate of style can be made& 

1. For the Junior Child. 

a. Excellent 

George Hodges: The Garden of Eden (3.6) 
George Hodges: The Castle of Zion (3.6) 

Hodges: When the King Came (3•6) 
Sherman and Kent: The Shildrents Bible (3.7) 
Eva ~rch Tappan: An Old, Old Story-Book (3.5) 

b. Good 

~cmillans The Older Children's Bible (3.2) 
Frances Jenkins Olcott: Stories to Read and Tell (5.2) 
James Daugherty: The Kingdom and the Power and 
the Glory (3.1) 

c. Fair 

Skrenda and Juergens: Minute Stories from the Bible ( 2. 2) 
Jesse L;yman Hurlbut: Story of the Bible (1.8) 
Nora A, Smith: Old, Old Tales from El.n Old, Old Book (1.6) 

d. Poor 

Charles Foster: The Story of the Bible (1.2} 
Will Centon: The Bible Story [1) 

2. For the Little Child 

e. Excellent 

American Standard Bible Readers (4) 
Frances Weld :Danif:llson: Bible Story Book (4) 
Maud and Miska Petersham: The Christ Child (4} 

b. Good 

Macmillan; The Little Children's Bible (3.1) 
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!be writers for the very little child have as a whole re­

'V"ealed ·Breater understanding of the child and a. greater knoWledge of 

story-telling technic than the writers for the older group. On the 

other hand, a great :m1111ber of the authors of these junior books ha...e 

ll&intained the Jible phraseoloBY and in fi'V"e instances have used the 

exact Bible text. !he authors of the little children's books have as 

a whole t~en the liberty of a free re-telling. 



~ "~ ' ,~ ' ' 

A :('JODPAJISO:I •• mt ~&J!ai: .. oP .ftB :BIBLE STORY BOOKS 

Euet Retereat.ea 
Inclll484 

~ 
Exaot Reterenoee 

omitted 

D 

J.eolltMF .a Aft:· lat.er••'­

Jaellent 

Poor 

William Canton., !he Bible Story A tree re-telling 

James Daugherty., !he Kingdom and the Power and the Glory Bible text-K•J• selected 

Charles Foster, The Story of the :Bible 

George Hodges, The Garden of Eden 

The castle of Zion 

When the King Came 

Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, Story of the Bible 

Macmillan- The Older Children's Bible 

Frances Jenkins Olcott, Stories to Read and Tell 

Retelling- x.J.Version 

A free re-telling 

A free re-telling 

A free re-telling 

Re-telling- XeJ.Version 

Bible text - K.J. 
topically arrang!d 

Bible text-K.J. selected 

Sherman and Kent, The Chiliren's Bible A new translation of 
----------------------------------------------------~:B~i~b~l~e te~x~t ____________ _ 
Nora A. Smith, Old, Old Tales from an Old, Old Book 

Skrenda & Juergeaa, Minute Stories from the Bible 

ETa March Tappan, The Old, Old Story-Book 

FOR THE LITTLE CHILD 

American Standard Bible Readers 

Jessie Eleanor Moore, First Bible Stories 

Ethel L• Smither, Jesus and the Children 

Jessie Eleanor Moore, Bible Stories to Read 

Re-telling • x.J.Version 

Extremely condensed 
re-telling 
Bible text-«·~· selected 
re-arranged 

A free re-telling plus 
Bible text - A·R· 
A free re-telli~ plus 
Bible text - A·R· 
A free re-telling plus 
Bible text - A·R• 

--------------- ·---- ·--··-··---·.--·~-~·- -·---=-:;_::_::...:.__:_::=.:.. _ _;::::::~----

Mildred J. McArdle, Stories of Long Ago 

·Frances Weld Danielson, 1Hble Story Bo.ok 

Macmillan, The Little Children's Bible 
-----------------------------------Maud & Miska Petersham, The Christ Child 

A free re-telling plus 
Bible text - A·R· 

A free re-telling 

Bible text-K.J• aeleoted 
__ &:_.~ topicallfE~~-!lt~d __ _ 

Bible text - K.J. 
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A COUPA.lliSON OF !1m !REA.TMEN! OF CER!AIN OU!S!.Ail>IBG BIBLICAL PROBLEMS 
IN !HE BIBLE S!ORY BOOKS 

Legend 

Presentation ~ 
Partial presentation [2J 
Not dealt with O 
No discernible opinion EJ 

JOR THE JUlUOR CHILD 

William Canton, The Bible Stor,v 

James Daugherty, The Kingdom and the Power and the Glor,v 

Charles roster, The Story of the Bible 

George Hodges, The Garden ot Eden 

The castle ot Zion 

When the Ki:ng came 

Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, Story of the Bible 

:Macmillan, The Older Children's Bible 

Frances Jenkins Olcott, Stories to Read and Tell 

Sherman and Kent, The Children's Bible 

Nora A· smith, Old, Old Tales from an Old, Old Book 

Skrenda & Juergens, Minute Stories from the Bible 

Eva :March 'fappan, · An Old, Old Sto r:1 Book 

FOR THE LITTLE CHILD 

American Standard Bible Readers 

Jessie Eleanor :Moore, First Bible Stories 

Ethel L· Smither, Jesus and the Children 

Jessie Eleanor :Moore, Bible Stories to Read 

:Mildred J• McArdle, Stories of Long Ago 

Frances Weld Danielson, :!'iblet''~r)' BoJlk 

:Macmillan, The Little Children's Bible 

:Maud and :Miska Petersham, The Christ Child 
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c. A Comparison of the Content of the Bible Story Books 

The claesifieation of the Bible story books under the heads 

ofa Scope, General Character, Manner of Presentation, Biblical 

Accuracy, and Comparative Estimate of Content as a V~ole will serve 

to summarise and reorganize the material on the accompanying chart. 

In conclusion a number of general observ~tions will be made. These 

will concern themselves with the Biblical material found to be moat 

popular in the Bible story books. 

1. Scope 

a. For the Junior Child 

U,) Both Old and New Testaments 

William Cantons The Bible Story 
CMA'l~~ Foster: The Story of the Bible 
Jesse Lyman Hurlbut: Story of the Bible 
~omillans The Older Children's Bible 
Sherman and Kenta The Children's Bible 

(2) New Testament Alone 

George Hodges: When the King Came 

(3} Old Testament Alone 

James Daugherty~ The Kingdom and the Power and the 
Glory 

George Hodges: The Garden of Eden 
The Castle of Zion 

Frances Jenkins Olcott: Stories to Read and Tell 
Nora A. Smith: Old, Old Tales from an Old, Old Book 
Eva ~rch Tappan: An Old, Old Story-Book 

b. For the Little Child 

(1) Both Old and New Testaments 

Frances Weld Danielson: Bible Story Book 
Mildred J. McArdle& Stories of Long Ago 
Jessie Eleanor Moore: Bible Stories to Read 
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I¥~cmillans The Little Children's Bible 

(2) New Testament Alone 

Ethel L. Sm1 t.'ller: Jesus and the Children 
Maud and Miska Petersha.tn: The Christ Child 

{3) Old Testament Alone 

Jessie Eleanor I¥1oore: First Bible Stories 

2. General Character 

a. For the Junior Child 

(1) A Free Re-telling 

William CRnton: The Bible Story 
George Hodges: The Garden of Eden 
George Hodges: The Castle of Zion 
George Hodges: When the King Came 

(2) A Re-telling Adhering to the King James Version 

Charles Foster; The Story of the Bible 
Jesse Lyman Hurlbut: Story of the Bible 

(3) Bible Texts Selected and Arranged from the 
King James Version 

:Macmillan: The Older Child:r·en's Bible 
Frances J. Olcott: Stories to Read and Tell 
Eva ?k:l.rch Ta.ppam An C'ld. Old Story-Book 
James Daugherty: The Kingdom and the Power and 
the Glory 

(4) A New Translation 

Sherman and Kent: The Children's Bible 

b. For the Little Child 

(1) A Free Re~telling 

American Standard Bible Readers 
Frances Weld Danielson: Bible Story Book 

(2) A Free- Re-telling plus the Bible text 

American Revised Version 
.~erican Standard Readers 

{3) Bible Texts Selected and Arranged - King James Version 

¥~cmillan: The Little Children's Bible 
Maud and Miska Petersham; The Christ; Child 
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s. Maaner of Presenting UAterials 

a. For the Junior Child 

{1) Predominaatly Detailed 

William Canton: The Bible Story 
Charles Foster: !he Story of the Bible 
George Hod€es: When the King Came 
Jesse Lyman Hurlht 1: Story of the Bible 
Frances Jenkins Olcott: Stories to Bead and Tell 
Sherman and Kent: The Children's Bible 
llora A. Smith:~,O.ld, Old !ales from an Old, Old Book 

{2) Predominantly Condensed. 

George ·Hodges: The Garden of Eden 
George Hodges: !he Castle of Eden 
Skrenda and Juergens: J.Unute Stories from the 

Bible 

(S) Predominantly a Selection of Separate Incidents 

James Daugherty: The Kingdom and the Power and 
the GloJ7 

Macmillan: The Older Children's Bible 
Eva March 'fappan: An Old, Old Story-Book 

b. For the Little Child 

All of the books for the little child are arranged 
on a psychological basis rather than a chronological 
basis, with no great detail given, since they 
consist largely of separate, selected incidents. 

4. A Comparative Estimate of Content as a Whole 

a. For the Junior Child 

( 1) Excellent 

Sherman and Kent: 'fhe Children's Bible (4) 

(2) Good 

George Hodges: When the King Came ( 3) 
Eva March Tappan: An Old, Old Story Book ( 3) 
Macmillan: 'fhe Older Children's Bible (3) 
Jesse Lyman Bvlliutt. ~!tory of the Bible (3.2) 
Frances Jenkins Olcott: Stories to Read and 'fell(3.2) 
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George Hodges: The Garden of Eden (2.7) 
George Hodges: The Castle of Zion (2.7) 

(3) Fair 

Nora A. Smith: Old, Old '!'ales from an Old, Old 
Book (2.2) 
Skrenda and Juergens& Minute Stories from the 
Bible (2) 
James Daugherty: The Kingdom and the Power and 
the Glory {1.2) 
Charles Foster: The Story of the Bible (1.5) 

(4) Poor 

William Canton: The Bible Story (1.1) 

b. For the Little Child 

( l) Excellent 

Maud and Mislm Petersham: The Christ Child {4) 
American Standard Bible Readers (3.5) 

(2) Good 

Macmillan: The Little Children's Bible (3) 
FTances Weld Danielson: Bible Story Book (2.5) 

In this judgment of content the omissions as well as the 

inclusions, the attitudes as well as the stated facts, and the 

extra-Biblical as well as the Biblical materials were contributing 

factors in the rating. 

5. General Observations Concerning the Biblical Material 
Most Used. 

a. For the Junior Child 

(1) Old Testament Material 

There are twelve books which include Old Testament 

material. Since the two Old Testament volumes by George Hodges 

follow eah other in a consecutive narrative, they will be considered 

as one. Thus all groupings below will be made on the basis of 
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eleven books. Those stories told most tully will be starred. 

(a) Stories included in each of the eleven 
books. 

Noah* 
Joseph* 
Early Life of Xoses* 
The Deliverance trom Egypt 
The Mt. Sinai Experiences 
The Conquest of the Land 
Gideon* 
Samson* 
Birth and Childhood of Samuel* 
Stories of David Prior to 8is Kingship* 
Solomon 

(b) Stories included in ten books 

The Creation* 
Abraham* 
Isaac* 
Jacob 
The Wanderings in the Wilderness 
Ruth* 
Saul* 
The Reign of David 
Stories of Good Xlngs 
EliJah* 
Elisha* 
Daniel* 

{c) Stories included in nine books 

Cain and Abel* 
Balaam 
Jepthah* 
Stories of Evil Kings 
Esther* 

(d) The Most Frequently Mentioned Prophets 

Daniel* (included. in ten books) 
Jonah* (included in seven books) 
Nehemiah (included in six books) 
Jeremiah (included in four books} 

(e) The wisdom literature most frequently 
included 

It is interesting to note that the story of 

Job is told by seven different authors.Fragmentary portions of 
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the Psalms are included in six books. TWice these are included 

in connection with the life of Jesus; once with the prophecies 

concerning the Messiah; twice with the stories of David; once in 

the stor,y of Creation; and onlf once as a separate unrelated unit. 

Selections from Proverbs are used in three of the Bible story books. 

(2) New !estament Material 

Out of this group of thirteen stor,y books, only 

seven include New Testament material. All of these deal fully with 

the life of Christ. Three take up the stories of the Acts quite 

fullf, while two others merely re-tell fragmentary portions. In five 

instances the Epistles of Paul are introduced in connection with his 

life. Five authors conclude their books with John's Patmos': vision 

of the New Jerusalem. 

b. For the Little Child 

(1) Old Testament Material 

Five out of the seven books for the little child 

present Old Testament stories. Those most frequently used are: 

Isaac (included in five books) 
Ru.th (included in four books) 
'!oung David (included in four books) 
Baby Moses (included in three books) 
Stories of Elisha (included in three books) 

(2) New Testament Material 

Six books include New Testament atories. Of these 

one is entirely concerned with the Christmas narrative. The New 

Testament stories most frequently used are: 

The Birth of Jesus (included in six books) 
The Boyhood of Jesus (included in four books) 
Friends of Jesus, including the children 

(included in five books) 



stories of Miracles (included in four books) 

Genesis, Exodus, Judges, I and II SamUel, the Kings, 

and the Goepels seem to be the great source books for children's 

stories. 



A Sumu.RIZING COMPARISON OF ALL THE FEATURES 
01' THE BIBLE STORY BOOKS 

Good 

·Fair 

Poor 

FOR THE JUNIOR CHILD 

William Canton, The Bible Stor,v 

James Daugherty, The Kingdom am the Power and the Glory 

Charles Foster, The Stoq of the Bible 

George Bodps, The Garden o t Eden 

The castle of Zion 

When the King came ·:r==ir:..:s:..:t:-:-=e:.:d:;i.;:.t1;::;o;:.:n=--------------­
Second edition 

Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, Story of the Bible 

Macmillan, The Older Children• s Bible 

Frances Jenkins Olcott, Stories to Read and Tell 

Sherman and Kent, The Children's Bible 

Nora A. Smith, Old, Old Tales from an Old, Old Book 

Skrenda and Juergens, Minute Stories from the Bible 

Eva March Tappan, '.Aa Old, Old Story-Book 

FOR THE LITTLE CHILD 

American Standard Bible Readers 

Jessie Eleanor Moore, First Bible Stories 

Ethel L• Smither, Jesus and the Children 

Jessie Eleanor Moore, Bible Stories to Read 

liildred J. McArdle, Stori as of Long Ago 

Macmillan, !he Little Children's Bible 

Maud and Jliska Petersham, The _Q~_!.-~~-9E:!~~----------------------



coNTENT* 

---~·~·~------· 

RATING AS 1 

A WHOLE I 

*Note: The Content 
---------- -----f1?-7+?"7"'1'1-rf~~:.r,-,....;:.,..7-f-j"-H-7"-f+my;...;..fh{rf1'-f+.4f7'7-h':r4-H-1Wfi 1 s weighted in thi• 

final estimate by 
----------·---------+'?fM~~:.<;.L;..!..,H.H.t...,L,o~~,_;,L,~~;,..;...::.,~~~~~"""""~~ double rating. 

---·-----
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Dt~ .A Summarizing Comparison of all the Features of the Bible 
Story Books 

When all things are considered the rating of the books as a 

Whole is as follows: 

1. For the Junior Child 

a. Excellent 

Sherman and Kenta The Children's Bible (3.9) 

b. Good 

George Kod~e: When the King Came (3.2) 
Eva March Tappan: An Old, Old Story-Book (3.2) 
George Kodgesl The Garden of Eden (3.1) 
George Hodges: The Castle of Zion (3.1) 
Frances Jenkins Olcotta Stories to Read and Tell (3.1) 
K'lcmillan: The Older Children's B:i.ble ( 2. 9) 
Jesse twman Hurlbut; Story of the Bible (2.6) 

c. Fair 

Nora A. Smith: Old, Old Tales from an Old, Old Book (2.3) 
James Daugherty: The Kingdom and the Power and the 
Glory (2.3) · 
Skrenda and Juergens: :Minute Stories from the Bible {2.2) 
Charles Foster: The Story of the Bible (1.6) 

d. Poor 

William Canton: The Bible Story {1.4) 

2. For the Little Child 

a. Excellent 

!!laud and :Miska Petersham: The Christ Child { 3. 9) 
American Standard Bible Readers (3.6) 

b. Good 

Frances Weld Danielson: Bible Story Book {3) 
Macmillan: The Little Children's Bible (3) 
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In connection with this final rating ot the Bible stor,r 

books it is interesting to note that onlY one ot the thirteen 

books tor Juniors can be rated as excellent while five tall below 

the standard required tor general usefUlness. All ot the books tor 

' the little child are Judged as ei*ber good or excellent. As 

previoustT mentioned, this rating has been made with the value ot 

the content counting twice that ot an1 other feature. 

Since the previous analJses speak tor themselves there 

is no need tor further elaboration concerning the comparison ot the 

Bible stor7 books. The conclusions ot this chapter will. therefore, 

be embodied in the general summary and conclusion which will follow. 



SUWdARY AND CONCLUSION 
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SUMMARY AID CONCLUSION 

!he comparison of findings which re.ulted from the analysis 

of the respective Bible story books made on the basis of criteria set 

upon the authority of such religious educators as Walter Scott Athearn, 

George Herbert Betts, Edna Dean :Baker, Alberta Jlunkres, :Marie Cole 

Powell, and others recommended by them, reveals several interesting 

facts. 

As a very selective process was used in the choice of 

Bible story books for this stu~ it was to be expected that the 

maJor! ty of those examined would be to some extent usuable. !hat this 

expectation was met in this stu~ can be seen hy a glance at the 

summary chart in the preceding chapter, only one book being rated as 

poor. 

OnlJ five out of the twenty books considered were found to 

tall so far below the recognized standards as to be unworthy of 

recommendation. On the other hand, only one book tor Juniors and five 

tor younger children were rated as excellent. None met fully every 

requirement of the standards set. 
1 

Of the nine books rated as good, four have used the 
~ 

!ible text as the story material and one has adhered very closely to 

the Bible phraseology and has attempted to give an accurate 

• • • • • • • • 

1. :Macmillan: !he Little Children's !ible 
:Macmillan: !he Older Children's Bible 
Frances Jenkins Olcott: Stories to Read and Tell 
Eva March Tappan: An Old, Old Story-book 

2. Jesse LJm&n Hu~lbGta: Story of the !ible 
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1 
d.evelopment of the story. r1he four books which consist 

of free re-tell of the Bfblical narrative have atJ.thors who are 

~~stera of the art of story-telling. ~he former, because of the value 

of the rna terial presented, have ~m undeniable place among religious 

books for children, but because of print, , and 
' 

arrangement of material, the field of their u.sef'ulness is limited. 

rrne latter find their place of service in clarifying and re-vitaliz 

the Bible for children who have lost interest in it and in at tract 

children who hf,ve never ht.d that interest. These books are not 

exception of Bible Story ~~ Frances Weld Danielson, they do not@ 

~a a whole, misrepresent the central message of the Bible. 

Of the five books for the little child, rated as excellent, 
2 

four belong to the set of ~~ Standard Biole 

~ Christ !Jhild, by and Petersham, deals only the birth 

boyhood of Jesus. The former includes the Bihle text in supplementary 

form, the latter is told in the Scriptural worcs. It is interesting to 

note that The Children' a ~~ Sherman and Kent, the one book for 

juniors which comes up to the stande-rd of excellence, is a new 

translation of the Bible itself. The J;.marican Standard Bible Readers 

do for the little child a part of what The Children's ~le does for 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Frances Danielson: Bible Story Book. 
George ; The Ge,rden of Eden. 
George Hodges: The Castle of Z~.on. 
George liodges; VJhen the C&me. 

2. Mildred J. 1IeArdle: Stories of • 
Jessie Eleanor Mooret First Bible Stories. 
Jessie Eleanor ~wore: Bible Stories to Read. 
Ethel L. Smither: Jesus and the Children. 
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the junior, in hira a growing interest in, and comprehension 

of, the :B:tble itself. ~~ Oh:r_ist_ SJhi~-~ is merely e presentation of 

the Christmas story \vi ~.h no to open up further realms of 

ll"f!ter:iel, although such an opening W01J.ld pr:obablJ follow. 

The common elements of the 'books whi.ch rank the 

highest seem to 'be; an accurate presentation of Biblical truth, a 

worshipful revelation f God and Christ, ~nd a portrayal of lives of 

strength ud joy. This is all aceomplished. in a manner that would. 

tend to lead the child into a deeper interest in the Bible, into an 

~tppreoiation of its beauty and value, into a personal love fO!· God 

and Christ, and into an expression of Christian ideals :i.r1 ~~ttitudes 

and conduct. This end has been reachec' through the use of art which 

speaks reverence and beauty, through q1~lity and attractiveness in 

binding and arrangement, through writing which maint&-ins to a large 

extent the beauty and strength of the original, and through stories 

which reveal their author's personal with God and real 

understanding of the child. 



APPENDICES 



APPENDIX I 

A CO:MELETE LIST OF THE BIBLE STORY BOOKS 
:BECO:mmNDED BY ALL AUTHORITIES CONSULTED 



-122-

BalleT, Alfre4J On Nazareth Hill 
~ and vvhi tney 1 Realms of Gold 

Baikie, Rev. James: The Bible Story 
BeiSWaJlierl The Character Value of the Old 

Testament Stories 
Maholl81' and Vvhi tney 1 Realms of Gold 

Banks, Helen ward: Stoke's Wonder Book of the Bible 
Beiswanger1 The Character Value of the Old 

Testament Stories 

Baldwin, James: Old Stories frOJD. the East 
Beiswa.nger; The Character Value of the Old 

Testament stories 

Beale, H. s. B.: Stories from the Old Testament for Children 
Sears: Children' s Ca. talogue 

Blanchard, Ferdinand Q.: How One Man Changed the Wor~d 
Congregational Pub~shing Society 

Boulting, Frances E.: The Beautiful Childhood 
.Moore: The Three Owls 

Bey ant, L. N.: Bible Stories in Bible Language 
Fleming H. Revell 

Canton, William: The Bible Story 
Mahoney and Whitney: Realms of Gola. 
Moore: The Three OWls 
Fleming H. Aevell 
Sears: Children's Catalogue 

Calhoun, Dorothl Donnell: Boys in Patriarchal Homes 
Beiswanger: The Character Value of the Old 

Testament stories 

Calhoun, D. D.: Girls of the Bible 
Beiswa.nger: The Character Value of the Old 

Testament Stories 

Calhoun, D. D.: Boys in the Deys of the Prophets 
Beiswa.nger: The Character Value of the Old 

Testament Stories 

Chisholm, Edwin: Old Testament Stories 
E. P. Dutton and Co. 
Sears: Children's Catalogue 

Danielson, Frances Weld: Bible Story book 
Beiswanger: The Character Value of the Old 

Testament Stories 
Fleming H. Revell 
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James: The K.illgdom and the Power and the Glory 
illred A. Knopf 
lfoore: The Three Owls 
Sears: Children's Catalogue 

Dana, ltthellathal.ie: Story of Jesus 
ii:Uloa91 and Whitney: Realms of Gold 

De La. Mare, Walter: Stories from the Bible 
Sears: Children's Catalogue 

Egemeier, E. E.: Bible Story Book 
Fleming H. Revell 

lmdioott, ifles: Stories of the Bible 
Beiswallger: The Character Value of the Ol.d 

Testament Stories 

Faris, Lille A.: Standard Bible Story 

Foster, 

Presbyterian Board of Christian Education 

Charles: Story of the Bible 
Beust: Graded List of Books for Children 
The Methodist Book Loncern 
Presbyterian Board of Christian Education 
Fleming H. Revell · 

Foster, Charles: First Steps for Little l''eet in Gospel Paths 
Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South 

Flight, John w.: The Book of the Bible 
Oxford University Press 

F'1:7er, Jane E.: .Bible Story Book for Boys and Girls 
Fle.m:lng H. Revell 

Grover, Eulalie Osgood: Old Testament Stories 
Little Brown and Com~ 

Minute Stories !rom the Bible 
Grosset and Dunlap 

Guerber, H. A.: Story of the Chosen People 
Sears: Children's Catal.Ggu.e 

Hall, N. M..: Tales of Pioneers and Kings 
Beiswanger: The Character Value of the Old 

Testament Stories 

Harris, o. M.: Old Testament Readings for School 
Beiswanger: The Character Value of the Ola 

Testament Stories 
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Hall, 1. M.: Tales of Far Off ~a 
Beiawanger: The Character Value of the Old 
Testament stories 

Hall, li. 14. : Tales of Captains and Conquest 
Beiswanger: The Character Ya ... ue of the Old 
Testament stories 

' Bill, Margaret Livingston: Bible Stories for Children 
Beiswanger: The Character Value of the Old 
Testament Stories 

lodges, George: The Castle of Zion 
Beiswanger: The l.lnaracter Value of the Old 
Testament Stories 
Congregational Publishing Society 
Houghton Mifflin c~ 
MahOJV' and ~"•hitney: Realms of Gold 
sears: Cbi1dren•s Catalogue 

Hodge-sf George: The Garden of Eden 
Beiswanger: The Character Value of the Old 
Testament Stories 
CQD&regational Publishing Societ,y 
Boughton Mifflin Compa.IV" 
MahOJV' and Whitney: Realms of Gold 
sears: 8bildren' s Catalogue 

lodges 1 George: When the King Came 
Beuat, Jovb.: Graded List of Books for Children 
Coagregational Publishiog ~ociety 
HoUihton Mifflin Compa.:n.y 
MahOl'.\Y and -Vhitney: R~ of Gold 

Hole, Wil.lia.m: Old Testament Histor,y· 
MahOJV' and ~•hi tney: Rea.las of Gold 

Hole, Vlil.lia.m: Life of Jesus of :Nazareth 
MahoJW aact ti;fli tney: Realms of Gold 

Howard, Margaret: Trucy Stories fJJoa the Surel;y Bible 
Beiswanger: The Character Value of the Old Testament 
Stories 

HuntingJ H. B.: Story of Our Bible 
ll'le11dng H. Revell 
Sears: ChlJ.dren• s Catalogue 

Hunting, H. B.: The Life of Christ 
FlellliDg H. Revell 
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Hurlbut, Jesse J:vman: Story of the Bible 
The tethodist Book Concern 
:publishing eH•use of the Methodist Episcopal Church south 
Presqyterian Board" of Christian Education 
FlemiDg H. Revell 

Jo~on, Clifton: Bible Stories 1111 Children Love 
Beiswanger: The Character Value of the Old Testament 
&ones 

Kelman, Janet Harv~: Stories from the Life of Christ 
E. P. Dutton 
Sears: Children's Ca. 1.1u.logue 

KeapJ Eleanor Crosqy: Bible Stories Retold for Children 
llahoDy and ~'vhitn~: Realms of Gold 

Loveland, Seymour: Bible Story Book 
publishing House of The Methodist Episcopal 
Church South 

Macmillan: The 1i ttle Children's Bible 
Beiswanaer: The Character Value of the Old Testament 
Stories 
Beust: Graded List of Books For Children 
The Macmill.a.D. Com:par.v 
Jlahoxv and Whitney: Realms of Gold 
Moore: The Three Owls 
Sears: Children • s Ca. talogue 

Macmillan: The Older Children's .Bible 
Beiswanger: The Character Value of the Old Testament 
Stories 
The Macmillan Company 
MahoDy and r~hit~: Realms of Gold 
Moore: The Three Owls 
Sears: Children's Ca ta.logue 

Macmillan: St. Paul the Hero 
lahoxv and VahitneJ: Re ... lms of Gold 

May, William J • : Living Bible Stories 
Fleming H. Revell 

McArdle, Mildred J.: Stories of Long Ago 
Thomas Belson and Sons 
Congregational Publishing Society 

Moulton, Richc;..rd G.: The Modern Readers Bible 
Jlahou,y and Whi tn~: Realms of Gold 
Sears: Children's Catalogue 

Moulton, Richard G.: Bible Stories for Children 
Macmillan Company 
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Moore, Jesse Eleanor: First Bible Stories 
Moore, Jesse Eleanor: Bible Stories to Read 

Congregational Publishing Society 
'lhomas Nelson and Sons 

Mathew, Basil: Paul the Dauntless 
Mahony and Whitney: Realms of Gold 

Nettleton, A.B.I.t Old Testament Narratives 
Mahony and Whitney: Realms of Gold 

Nelson: Children of the Old Testament 
Beiswanger 1 The Character Value of the Old Testament Stories 

Nister Picture Books: God Is Love 
Suffer Little Children 
Little Children's Picture Book 
Old Testament Stories 

E.P.DQtton and Company 

Olcott, F.J.: Bible Stories to Read and TeU 
Beiswanger: The Character Value: of the Old Testament Stories 
Houghton lifflin Company 
Mahony and Whitney: Realms of Gold 
Moore, .Anna Carroll: The Three OWls 
Sears a Children •s Catalogue 

Pell, .Edward Leigh: 'lhe Story o! Abraham aa Told by Isaac 
Beiswanger: The Character Value of the Old Testament Stories 

Pell, Ed~rd Leigh: The Story of David the Idol of the People 
Beiswanger a The Character Value: of the Old Testament Stories 

Pell, Edward Leigh 1 The Story of Joseph the Dreamer 
Beiswanger: The Character Value; of the Old Testament Stories 

Petersham, Maud and Ui.ska a The Christ Child 
Doubleday Doran and Company 

Pleasanton, L.JA. 1 Nurser;y: Story of the Bible 
Beust a Graded tist of Books for Children .. 

Rehbany, Abraham Mitrie: The Christ Story for Boys and Girls 
Houghton Mifflin Company 
Mahony and Whitney: Realms of Gold 

Rhodev, Charles Elbert: Old Testament Narratives 
BJ4.swanger: The Character Value: of the Old Testament Stories 

Robertson, E.B.a The Child's Bible 
Beiswanger: The Character Value of the Old Testament Stories 
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Salis, Cohea E. a DaYid the Giant Killer and other Tales of 
Grandpa Lopez 

Searsa Children.'s Catalogue 

Sherman, Henry A. and Kent, Charles Foster a The Children •s Bible 
B&18W8.l'1gera The Character Values of the Old Testament Stories 
Beuria Graded List of Books for Children 
Charles Scribner's sons 
Congregational PUblishing Society 
Mahony and Whitneya Raalms of Gold 
J'leming H. Revell 
Searsa Children's Catalogue 

Smith, Nora A.. I Old, Old Tales From an Old• Old Book 
Beinangera The Character Values of the Old Testament Stories 
l&hony and Whitneya Realms of Gold 
Koorea The Three OWls 
Sears a The Children's Catalogue 

Smither, Ethel L. 1 Jesus an.d the Children. 
Congregational Publishing Society 
Thomas Nelson and Sons 

Stoddard, llrs. Annes Iancr•Heroes of the Bible 
The Ceatury Company 

Tappan, Eva Harcha .A11 Old, Old Story-Book 
Beiswanger: The Character Values of the Old Testament Stories 
Beust a Graded List of Books for Children 
Mahony and Whitney: Realms of Gold 
Sears a Children's Catalogue 

Tappan, Eva Harch a The Christ Story 
Houghton Ki!flin Company 

Winter, Gracea The Loveliest Life 
llahony and Whitneya Realms of Gold· 

Yonge, Charlotte K. 1 Aunt Charlotte's Stories of Bible History 
for Children 

Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal Church South 
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.ESc.EN'r.IaL ELEMEN'l'd OF a GOOD BlbLi::. ::>TO.RI 

AS GATID<.;.i:i.ED l'b.Ol:u Till.; aNALYSES 01'' aUl'iiOhl'I'IES 



APPENDIX II 

ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF A GOOD BIBLE STORY 

AS GATHERED FROM THE ANALYSES OF AUTHORITIES 

(Not·~: The nu,.,bers refer to page references) 

Edna Dean Baker: Kindergarten Method in the Church School 

Carolyn Sherwin Baila,y: For the Story Teller 

Sara cone Bryant: How to Tell Stories to Children 

Katherine Dunlap Cather: Religious Education Through Story Telling 

Katherine Dunlap Cathers Story Telling tor Teachers of Beginners 

Frances Weld Danielson: The Practice Stor,v Telling Class 

15'8 

~ 
I 

-----4"----
1 Jlargaret w. Eggleston: The Use Of the story in Religious Education I 

-- --------------- ---- ----- ------------------r--
J. Berg Esenwein & Marietta Stockard: Children's stories and How to Tell Them 1~ 0~ 

----;-------

Herman Harrell Horne: Story Telling, Questioning and Studying 

Louise Seymour Houghton: Telling Bible Stories 

William J. M~: Bible Stories and How to Tell Them !/.9 
----------------------------------------------------------------r---
Alberta Munkres: Primary Method in the Church School 
------------------------------------------------
Karia Cole Powell: Junior Method in the Church School 
------------------~------------------------------------ ----------------t----7 

Ethel L· Smither: Teaching Primaries in the Church School 
___ "_" _________ ---------------·----~--,----- -- ---~-----~J--'-

Edwin Porter St. John: Stories and story Telling in Moral and Religious Education ~~ 
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