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INTRODUCTION




CHAPIER I
INTRODUCTION

A. The cubject

While the armies o0f the crusaders were spending them-
selves in their desperate efforts to expel the infidel and
to re-establish the church on the holy hills of Psalestine,
there wes & disturbing movement et home which was spending
itself in & desperate effort against the forces of corrup-
tion and superstition within the holy precinets of the
Church, in order to possess what they believed to be the
true religion as teught by ﬁhe apostles, In the eyes of
the €hurch, this movement was nothing else than the work
of Seten himself; it was heresy, &snd as Sismondi has said
of those who participated in the crussdes against the Albi-
genses of southern France, "Heretics were, in their eyes,
outcasts from the humsn race,....and they congratulated them-
selves bn theX horror they felt for the sectaries.”(l) This
is the situation which is to be the field of dur study.

We propose to study this field under the thesis that
this reaction, or this heretical depravity, as it wes offi- -

cially called, which centered in southern ¥rance found its
coﬁfrolling spirit in whet hes sometimes been called the
princirle of pauritanism.
: By the principle of puritenism we meen thet which has
often been recognized by thoughtful historians. For instance,

. . L] . L] . L]

(1) Sismondi, pp.74, 75.

rCEsio e,
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Hatch, in attempting 4o anelyze that which gave impetus to
the movement of the second centufy; commonly knéwn as
 sontanism, uses the following figure ofASpeech: "it was a
beeting of the wings of piétism sgeinst the iron bars of
orgenization. 1t was the first, though not the last, re-
bellion of the religious sentiment ageainst official religion.®(1)
There have been times when the Church for various
reagons has lost its spiritusl freedom snd hgs become the
;;;;;;; g%ﬁfg;m, or dogme, or of rule of life. Hrom the
midst of such a situation there hes often come & reaction.
sometimes suc? & counter movement from s doctrinal standpoint
has not been founded upoy what the Church holds to be ortho-
dox faith, but from e practicsl and morel point of view they
heve been essentially puriten. There came a time in those
first two centuries when the principle of solidarity, "the
fusion of the individusal into‘an organic bbdy where the in—‘
terests of the few sre subordinated to the well-being of the
whole"(2) assumed & great deal of importance. "Then there
came & profound reasction. Against the growing tendency of
things which afterwards firmly established itself,....some
communities, first of ASia.Minor, then of pfrica, then of
Itsly, raised & vigorous, and, for a time, a successful
prot&st. They reasserted the place of spiritusl gifts és
contrasted with official rule. They maintsined that the
revelation of Christ through the Spirit wes not & temporary
phenomenon of Apostolic dsys, but & constant fact of Christisn

° [ . - . - - 2 * 3

(1) Hatch, p.l125
(2) Ibid., p.122




life. ‘They combined with this the preaching of & higher
morality than thset which was tending to become current."(L)
As this movement known as Montanism, regardless of its
theological errors, took on the nature of a "regction of a
legal principle within the bosom of Christianity",(2) we
have cause t0 think of it as one of the first expressions
of this principle of Puritenism. In the fifteenth century,
the revivael which was led by the great preacher Savonarols
was another expression of the same spirit. (3)

S0 we believe that there is this essantial principle
Which lies dormant in the bosom of mankind, such that when
- the forms of religion bring upon menkind & spiritual bond-
age, and religion is deprived of the reality of spiritusl
values, retaining only the forms of religion, so Qolluted
and rendered incapable of setisfying the longings of the
humen soul, this spirit then arises in the humen hesart which
revolts agasinst this bondsge and demends a higher and better
life, Seekingkto lay hold on that which does satisfy its

inmost needs.

We shall, therefore, im this study of the sect known
&s the Albigenses, seek to understand it as a reaction to
the ﬁedie{;l Church in the light of this principle.

In our treastment of this subject, we do not propose
to. include & complete research &s to the origin and history
of the secti (4¢) nor en gpologia for their theology. Both

L 4 . ° . * . .

Up.Cit.p.123; Cf. also 4llen, pp.1l00,101.

Neander, Hist. of Chr. Rel. & Ch., IV,p.b23.

wote Cowan, D. 156

it is the oplnlon of many that C. Schmidt:s "Hist. et
Doctr. de la 3ecte des Ceathares ou Albigenes” remains
the standard work on this subject.

A’”\’wﬁm
> e o
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of these lines lead out into realms which are so obscure
that each one becomes & major problem in itself. oOnly in

so fer as it is necessary to our understanding of this
movemént, shall we enter into & discussion of history and
doctrine. Our quest is for that whlch i@ more fundamental
then either hlstory or doctrlne, at least a parﬁlal explana-
tion of the one, and not to be lost sight of because of

the vegaries of the other -- the longlng of the rellgzous
nature for "the vision by Whlch eaeh soul may see bhrlst

for himself through direct and immediaste communion with the

spirit of God."™ (1)

B. ¥len of Procedure.

OQur plen of procedure will lead us &long three concur-.
rent lines. First, it is necessery that we know something
of the historic conditions out of whieh the Albigenses
origineated; secondly, we shall try to set forth the doctrines
and practices of the sect; and thirdly, we shall give a
resume of the historic conflict with the komen Church. The
common meeting point we hope to show to be this, that after
all, whsatever mzy be maid zbout them, there was at the hesrt
of this movement a longing for purity of life, for freedom
from the dread superstition of the common religion, snd s
release from the bondsge in which they were held fast by the
Church. in & Worﬂ,4tha$ itwas the reerudéscence of the prin-
ciple of puritanism.

(1) Allen, Chr. In¥bitutiens, p.103.
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¢. Sources

For a better understanding of the field which we aré
to study, a word is in order in regard to the sources con-
cerning the sect of the Albigenses. It is most unfortunate
that we are slmost without & single authoritative piece of
literature which has come down to us from these people them-
selves. (]) The resson for this lies in the fact that their
enemies through the Inguisition exercised the utmogt of care
in stemping out 8ll traces of them so that all heretical
writings were completely destroyed with scarcely a pilece
remaining that ha; come to light.(2) "The origin of the
sect of the Cathares (3) is surrounded with darkness diffi-
cult to dissipate. WNo historical witness, either of the
sect itself or of the writers which fought against it,
throws upon this question s sufficient light; no author,
either contemporary or later, expresses himself in exact
terms on this subject, and one is forcibly reduced to conjec-
tures."(4) ©Now, therefore, we have practicaelly nothing of

. e . - . . . - ° &

(1) schaff in his nist. of the Chr.th.,VolV,rt 1,pp463 cites
one piece published by Cunitz in Beitrage zu den theol,
wWissenschaften 1854, iv. raul D. Alphendery in his artical
in the Encey.osrit.illed.) on the Albigenses says, Yit is ex~
ceedingly difficult...to form any very precise idea of the
Albigensian doetrines, g8 our knowledge of them is derived
from their opponents, and the very rare texts emanating from
the Albig. which hgve come down to us ie.g. the xituel Cathere
de Lyon and the Nouvesu Testament en provencal; contain very
inadecuste informstion concerning their metsphysical prin-
ciples and moral practice." Conybeare in “The Key of #ruth®
cives the Alpigensian ritusl which is cited by Alphendery.
nowever, it is insufficient to make conclusive statements
concerning t:eir beliefs. ee elso Les, vol i, p.6l. :
{2) dolmes, the Albig. or CGath. Heresy,p.ll. also sompisni,p.20-24.
(3) the general name for this heresy. From katharos, the pure. ‘
{4¢) schmidt, p.l, <¢rans. ‘
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of their own writings; only thet which has been written ebout
them by others., 0f the latver, such information as we have
haé come through two channels: on the one hand, from their
enemiesbof the Romsn Church, including some of the inguisi-
tors who were active in their persecution; and on the other
hand, from those who might be called their friends, the
Waldenses. 7These latter, Whether because of the common enemy
or because of actual similarity of doctrine, have received
the glbigenses into their fold end appear to have shared a
common purpose. Perrin in his history says of them, “The
Albigenses, which we are to speske of in this Histery, differ
nothing at &ll from the waldenses, in their beleefe; but
they are only so called of the Countrey of £lbi, where they
dwelt, end hed their first beginning. The Popes have condemn-
ed them as Weldenses; the Legeates have ma&e warre ageinst
them vas possessing the beleefe of the Waldenses; the Monkes
Inguisitors have formed their rroces andiindictments as
egeinst Weldenses; the people have persecuted them, as being
such, and themselves have thought themselves honored by that
title, upon the sssured knowledge that they had of the puri-
tie of the doctrine, being the self-same with the Weldenses;
in respect whereof, many nistoriographers call them Wgldenses."(1)
_These two widely different opinions give rise to two
widely sepsrated views a&w to their doctrines and practices:

~their enemies meking them scarcely worthy of the nsme

[ ] L . - - *

{1) Perrin: nist. of Albigenses (1619) ook I Ch I, pp 1-4.
Perrin cites here laques de Riberia, in Collectsanees urbis
Tolozae.



Christian, while their friends see them to be the keepers
of the true apostolic Christianity and in a sense & fore-
gleam of the faith as possessed by the Reformation churches.
(1) However tiis question is & problem in itself, and re-
gardless of whether it should be answered one way or the

other, our thesis as to their relation to the prihciple of

puritanism still stsnds (2).

(1) "I marvel &t the very netural conclusion of the
chronologist Genebrard: that the theological parents of
the Calvinists, ot the members of the French Reformed
CGhurches, were the Petrobrusians, snd the Henricians, sand
the Albigenses." See Fuber, p.182.

{2) See Perrin, Faber, Jones, Bompisni, and others who
find them martyrs to true Christianity. A learge part of
Paber's book is devoted to g study of the writings of their
Roman enemies showing their inconsisténcies and the manner
in which they wilfully misrepresented these people. 0On

the other hand, Schmidt, Compsayre, Dollinger, wmosheinm,

and many other modern historians are inclined to accept the

evidence as it is and to_condemn them as followers_of the
Meanichesean heresy. Neerly &ll of them, however, admit the

uncertainty of their positioh. Newmen in his Introductory
Essay on the Manichaesn Heresy in the iicene and Post-liicene
Fathers, First Series, Vol. iV, p.3l, expresses the some-

what typical cttitude: "It is not safe to attach too much
importance to the mere fact that these parties were stig-
metized as Menichaeens by their enemies. Even in the Reforms-
tion time and since, individuels end small parties have
appeared which in some features strongly resembled the ancient
Menichseens. wmanichaeism was & product of the Bast, and

in the East 1t met with most scceptance. To the spirit of

the West it wgs altogether foreign, and only in a greatly
modified form could it ever have flourished there. It might
persdst for centuries as a secret society, but it could not
endure the light." This question awaits further light snd

in itself would provide an exténsive line of resesrch.

APPENDED NOTE: “Forerunners of Saint Francis and Other
Studies®™ Boston and New York, 1927, by Ellen Scott Davison.
This book has come from the press since this study was
completed and although this thesis itself could not profit
from it, the writer desires to give recognition to its
great value,
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CHAPTER 1II
THE HISTORIC CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH
THE ALBIGENSES ORIGINATED.

A, Their Historical antecedents

It was while the theocratic program of Gregory VII.

- and Innocent 1IIL was being so vigorously pressed fhat

this tremendous revolt developed which, before it was
put-down, drenched the so0il of Southern France with the
blood of its martyrs. For nearly five centuries heresy
had not presented anﬁ problem for the western Church (1)
but now there arose this rebellion, of which the Albi-
genses were only one group in & larger movement, & move-
ment which was not confined to Southern France or to the
thirteenth century. On the other hend "it over-ran
southern and western Europe from Constantinople to the
Pyrenees and from the mMediterrenean to the Worth Sea. And,
far from being confined to any one half-century, it lasted
from the tenth century, when it first appeared (in Bulgarisa),
$i11 towards the end of the fifteenth, when it finally died

out (in Bosnia)". (2)

l. HManichsesans,

The exact origin of this heresy, of which the more
general name is catherism, or the puritens, (3) is unknown.
Nor can we be sure of the precise time from which their
riéekshould be dated/ {4). 1t is certsin, however, that the

] . - - . . *

(1) Schaff, v, Pt I, p.451. (2) Holmes, p.8.
(3) Gf. Hote (1), p.5. (4) Holmes, p.43.

-
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origin of the catharist heresy was in Asia and eastern
Burope gnd not in western Burope. Primseryily because they
were accused by thelr persecutors of the panichaean heresy,
meny authorities trace their origin to the manicheaeans.
Menicheseism had been one of the early foes of the Church
end hed been everywhere persecuted by the Roman JFmpire (1.
They apprear to have become very numerous in eeastern EBurope

and Asis mihor during the tenth and eleventh centuries (2).

2. Peuliciens.

Vincent says: "From one of its leaders, praul of Samo-
sata, it acquired the name of rauliciesnism. The Cathari who-
sprang from the same Manichaesn source origineted in eastern
Europe, probably in Bulgaria snd their first treces in the
west are found in France and Flaﬁders" (3).

Holmes, whose opinion is based primerily on the work
of schmidt, would substentially agree with this, for "how-
ever Catharism may have originsted, it is probable that it
owed its sucéess 8s & proselytizing religion, pertly to
its having been taught to the Slav peoples in their mother
tongues, partlyito its being a departure from Latin ortho-
doxy, partly to its having fallen into line with the dual-
istic teaching of the fauline.missionaries end with the
crude duelism which the oslav pagens had in some sort borrow-
ed from Christianity, partly to the novelty, the simplicity
end intelligibility of its teaching, partly to the sppesl

(1) Vincent, age of Hildebrand, p.303.

(2) newmen: Nicene snd FPost-Nicene Fethers, 1lst Series,
Vol. 4, p.&l.

(3) Vincent, p.303.
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it made to man's higher nsture -- to his capscity for self-
sacrifice and self-denisl. " ().

Raber points in the same-&irection: "Qf the more
modern Albigenses of France, the ancient Paulicians of
Armenia were clesrly, I think,‘the theologiceal agcestors."
(2) Yet he also édeclares thet "the Paulicians, éhdugh

perpetually by their enemies charged with the Manichaean

heresy, uniformly denied the Jjustice of the accusation; and

always rejected, with strong expressions of abhorrence, both

Menes end Menichseism" (3).

iosheim in & 1like manner declares, "These Paulicians
are by the Greeks called mManichaeans." But as we lgter
find the Albigenses denying sny connection with the mani-
chaean doctrines, s0 do we find the Panlicians denying the’
same connection., iosheim goes on to cite & certsin one
Photius (4) who wrote four books ageinst the Manichseans and
Paulicians which give their history up to the year 870.
Photius declares that the Penlicians declared their abhor-
rence of Manes (5) and of his doctrine. He also cites as
further evidence, Peter Siculus, who spent nine months
among the Paulicians &t Tibrica &g the envoy of Basil of
Macedonisa. Peter Sicmlus in his hzstory ggrees in the mein
with rhotius (6). DPeter Siculus and Photius elso tell us
thet the Panliciens "received the whole of the New Testa-
ment, except the two Epistles of Peter, which they rejected

L] L] . . . - .

(1) Holmes, pp. 45, 46

(2) Paber, Book LI, ch. I, p.32.

(3) Ibid, p.54.

{4¢) Died 886. :

(5) The founder of the Manichaean sect.

{6) Mosheim, Eccl.Hist., Bk.1II, Pt.1I, Ch.V, Art.5, Vvoli, p.576.



for reasons unknown: and they received it unadtered, or
in its usual form, as received by other Chrispians." (1)
However, Photius and Peter Siculus go on to say that the
Paulicians hed their own intérpretations on certain por-
tions of this scripture which were far from those of thé
Church (&). |

Faber is convided thet "this single circumstance slone
(their possession of the New Testament) independently of zll
other evidence, is emply sufficient to demonstfate the im-
possibility of their pretehded Manichéeaism ~-- they were so
fully convinced both of its trutﬁ end of its vitsl import-~
znce to salvetion, that, rather than abandon it and embrace
the unscriptural superstitadns of their persecutors, they.
readily submitted to desath under its most éppalling aspect
and under its most painful natare.m™ (3).

Sophie Bompiani gives us someremarkable detsils of the
faith of these people: "The emperors of the Eastern empire,
who were already slughtering Menicheeans, extended their
peréecutions to these evangelical Christians. Gonstanﬁine
sylvanus was ordered to be stoned by his own disciples,
gll of whome but one refused to stone him. Simeon, the

imperiel officer who directed the persecution, was himself

converted, and sfter struggling with his conscience three
years &t the Court of Constantibople, returned, became the

successor of Sylvenus} and was burned, together with the

hundreds of Paulicians, on one huge funergl pile." (4).

L] . . ] . L] L4
S

(1) Op.cit., p.B77., quoting Photius I c.p.ll end Pet.Sic.p.lY
{2) Mosheim: Bk ILII, Pt 11, Ch V, Art 5, p.577

(3) Faber, pp. 55, 56

{4) Bompisni, pp.20-24,
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B. Their Spreed in Burope.

1. Migration from the East.
"Wearied 6ut with incessent persecution in the East,
the suffering Paulicians medifated at length, a retreat
into the wWest."™ (1) The earliest flight of these people
appeers to have tazken place in the yesr 755. These were
followed by others and “shortly aefter 870 a considerable
body of them pessed over, from Asis into Thrace, Whence
they advanced into Bulgeris. But finding little rest some
migrated further westward into Germeny, Itely, and Branegi"M(Z2)
In Western Europe "they were distinguished by & number
of nemes such as Patarins, Publicens, Gazeriens, Purlupins,
Runcarians or Dungsarians apparently from Hungary, and Bul-
garians certeinly from Bulgarisa; among which, thst of the
Catharl or Puritans seems chiefly to have predomingted, until,
&t length, from their sbounding in the neighborhood of Albi,
they received the-appellsation by which they are now most

commonly known of Albigenses or Albinenses or Albigeo0is.#(3)

Other names by which they were called by their enemies might
be added to this list: "Paulicisans, PetrobruSions, Heﬁricians,
Manichaeans"™, (4) "Esperonists, Josephists, Arnoldists,"(5),
Concorrezans, Bagnolesians, Bogomiles,(6), and Weldenses (7).
In Germeny there were people of this description called

LS L] L] ® . . L3 ® e

(1) Peber, p.62. (&) 1bid, pp.63, 64; Bompisni pp. £20-24.

{3) Faber, pp.63, 64. (4) Bompieni, pp.20-24, Petrobrusians
from Peter Bruis; Henriciens from one nenry. See Perrin in next
note. (5) Perrin Bk I, Ch I, ppr 1-4. These nsmes were ziven

to them as disciples of Zsperon, one Joseph, &nd Arnold Hott.
(6) moeller »p.286-%90. (7) rerrin, Bk I, Ch I, pp l-4., (O}

JEIR S RS S : LRI, L (28 TR
w BTN Lyl el e Ly N 5 I iy in g
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"brethren of the free Spirit, and in some other countries,

Beghards”.(%L)

3. Difficulty of Classificeation.

Verious sttempts have been mede to clessify these groups
sccording to their doctrines but, due probably to the limited
sources of knowledge concerning them, the results of such
efforts differ so widely that they are ofblittle gconseguence.
However most historiens do sdmit verious "degrees of heresy"
among them (1), Generally they come under the name of
cathari. It is important for us to note thet in the eyes
of the Church, &ll were heretics snd seldiom was there’"ref
spect of persons™. 1In the words of rope Lucius Lili.:

- "we declare all Catharists, Paterines, and those who
call themselves *the roor of Lyons', the Passignes, Josephists,
Arnoldists, to lie under & perpetusl snsthemsa. And because
some, under & form of godliness, but denying the power there-
of, as the apostle saith, assume to themselves the authority
of preaching; wherees the same grostle ssaith, 'how shall
they preach except trey be sent! -- we therefore conclude under
the same sentence of & perpetusl ansthema, &ll1 those who
either being forbid or not sent do notwithstsnding presume to
preach publicly or privately, without any authority received

either from the Apostolic See, or from the bishops of their
respective dioceses: As also &ll those who are not afrsid to

hold or teach any opinions concerning the sacrament of the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, baptism, the remis-
sion of sins, matrimony, or eny sscraments of the Church,
differing from whet the holy church of Rome doth preach and
observe: and generally &ll those whom the. same church of
Rome, or the seversl bishops in their dioceses, with fthe ad-

vice of their clergy, or the clergy themselves, in case of

a vacancy of the See, with the advice if need be, of neigh-
boring bishops, shall judge to be heretics. Aand we likewise
declere &ll entertainers and defenders of the said heretics,
end those that have shewed any favour or given countensnce to
them, thereby strengtehening them in their heresy, whether
they be called comforted, believers, or perfect, or with

. a0 L R I ¢« 0 c . & &

(1) Moeller, pp. 386-390.
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whatsoever superstitious name they disguise themselves, to
be ligble to the same sentence.™ (1)

So it is thet we ere dealing with those of the Cetharists
thet centered in southern France about the eity of Toulouse
end the city of Albi from which the nsme Albigenses is de-

rived. (2).

4, PFirst appesrance in Western Europe.
"Phe first congregation of this sect in Burope is ssaid

to have been discovered at Orleans in France, &.D. 1017 in

(1) Decree of rope Lucius 1Il. against Heretices, A.D. 1181.
see Vm. Jones' Hist. of C{¢hr. Ck. Vol. 1I, Ch V, Sect I,
pps 15-18.,

(2) Opinions differ as to the time when the name "Albigenses”
was first imposed. Faber, p.64, says: "The Benedictine,

who wrote the weneral History of Langusedoc, contends, that.
it wes not older then the year 1208, having been given to

the religionists of Southern Prance at the commencement of
the crusade sgeinst them. He supposes that they were thus
denominated from the circumstances of their having been
condemned as heretics in the council held in the year 1176

at Lombers in the diocese of Albi." Bompisni accepts 1176

&s the time when they were first so called but to our know-
lecge they were only designeted under the neme Cathari on
that occesion. See Bompisni, pp. 20-24. Alphandery, however,
says that the neme was used in 1181 by the chronicler
Geoffroy de Vigeois. See his article on the Albigenses in
the Ency. Britt.
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the reign of king Robert.™ (1) About the same time in the
year 1030 Cebtharism mede its first public eppesrance in
Italy. (2) "Its headgusrters were at the castle of mionte-
forte near urin, and it counted smong its supporters many
nobles who resented the exsasctions and injustices of their
feudal lord, the archbishop of milen."(3) For & while ¢Cath-
erism is lost sight of in Itely until sbout the middle of

the twelfth century'if Wés fdund to have establisheé ifself
in Lombery "with a strong orgenizetion" which lingered on
defying the efforts of the popes to uproot it until the esarly

part of the fourteenth century. (4)

5. BSpreed in Scuthern France.

But as one has saild, it was in southern France, sand
particulsrly that psrt which has been called Languedoe, thet
Catharismiwon its greatest end most enduring triumph against
the Church of Rom¢, "The land of heretics streteched from the
Italian Alps to the west of the upper waters of the River
Garonne. It was b&unded>on the south by the mediterranean
Sea &nd the ryrenees".(5) Thus the heresy made rapid progress

° . - . L4 . ]

(1) sMosheim, BkIII,PtiI, Ch V, pp.73, 74. "An itelien womean

is stated to have been its founder and tescher. Its head

men were ten canouns of the church of the Holy Cross at Or-
leans, all eminent for their lesrning and piety, but espec-
ially two of them, Lisoius and Stephen; the congregation was
composed of nvmerous citizens, not of the lowest rank snd con-
dition. The impious doctrines maintained by those canons
being mede known by Heribert, a priest, and Arefastus, a nor-
men noblemen, king RObert assembled a council at Orleans, sand
left no means untried to bring them to & better mind. out no-
thing could induce them to give up the orinions which they

hed embreaced.:v They were, therefore, burnt alive."

(2) Holmes, p.48. (3) 1bid, p.48. (4) ibid, pp. 49, 50.

(5) Ibid, pp. 5%, 54. There has never been any one nsme for
that region. Holmes explsains that his resson for designsting
?he lend of the heretics as being the "lengue d'oewas sphken
in &1l parts of that land and that the district which was &fter-
ward known as the province of Lenguedoc was, with Toulouse, the
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such thet moeller says thet in this reghon "eveything seemed
to rise in opposition to the church and the hated clergy."(l).
Perrin tells us in his wccount theat "there were meny thet
gave ear to their measons in the diocese of Rhodes, Cahors,
Agen, Toulouze, and Narbonne;....They were 1in such & manner
multiplied, thet in the yeere 1200 they possessed the cities
of Toulouze, Apsimes, wmontauban, Villemur, Seint gntonin,
Puech, Leurence, Gastres, Lombres, Cercessone, Beziers, Her-
bonne, Béaucaire, Avignon, ‘tarescon, the Count Venesin; and
in Dauphine Crest arnsud and monteil-Amar. And which is
more, they hed meny great Lords who tooke pert with them,
that is to say, the Earle Remonde of Toulouze, gemond Eearle
of Poix, the Vicount of beziers, Ggﬁton Lord of Besrne, the
Eerle of Cermain, the Berle of Bigorre, the Lady of Laissaur,
and divers others, of whom-we shell make mention in their due
plece. and besides all these, the Kings of Aragon and of
England, have many times defended their csse, by reason of
thet sllisnce that they had with the Barie Remond of ToulouZe."
(2) ©The Cathsrists sprear to have been of such strength and
community of purpose that in 1167 they held & council st 5t.
Pelix de Gearaman, nesr Toulouze (3). S0 rapid wes the »ro-
gress of this heresy thet it thus became by the middle of

the twelfth century, the dominent religion of Lenguedoc. |

. . » . L] L] L]

chief theatre of the slbigensiesn crusede gni the consequent
wars."

(1) Moeller, pp.398-403. See also Orton, pp.263, 264.

- (&) Perrin, Bk I, Ch I, pp.l-4., Here he cites faques de
Riberie in his Collections of the Citie of Toulouze snd Holo-
gerey in his History of Foix,

(3) See Moeller, pp.386-390 end pp. 598-403. Alsc yeberts
ertiele on the Albigenses in the Coth. Eucy. :
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To sum up this whole matter, the ancestors of the
Alvigenses end of the other Cathearist sects in SOuthern
Franee and of other parts of western Euroﬁe, ayrpeear to
have come from 4Asie -- &t least their ancestors in thought
and in purpose. Moreover they came from territory which
kad been infested with the Manichsesn heresy, and whether
or not they were Manichaeans themselves, they were sccused
¢f holding those doctrines. 1In the early part of the
eleventh century these sects sppesr in EFurope and spresd
to such an extent that, sccording toﬁhe Inguisitor Reiasrius,
in the twelfth century no fewer then sixteen churches
aprear to have been wzcettered over Burope from Bulgearis
to Gascony with & regulerly associzted community which emount-
ed to scarcely 4,000 buﬁ with so meny more "loosely connected
proseltyes whom they styled believers" thet "they were

"gbsolutely innumersble™.(1)

* ¢ * e 0 s o 8 % % 0 8

(1) FPeber, ».66. "Reinerious is commonly szid to have
composed his Work about the yeer 1254.¢
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CHAPTER III
THE DOCTRINES AND FRACTICES OF THE ALBIGENSES

IN THE
TWELPTH AND THIRTEENTH CEHTURIES

A, Theologicel Beliefs

The difficulty of deeling with the Albigenses with
respect to their doctrines has aslready been explained (1).
Wwithout doubt, there is much truth in both the "fevorable"

end the Y"unfavoreble” ceéstimates of them. It is agreed

amﬁng most historians that the Albigenses have been mis-
represented by their enemies, and the more cendid and in-
teliigént among the inquisitdrs have admitted that many
stories were circuleted about them without eny foundation

in feot (2). On the other hand, with the evidence before

us s we heve it at the present time, one cannot meintein

the attitude of scholarship and include &ll the varieties

of the Cathari within the same doctrinel fold as the Walden-
ses with their Ypuritie of religion", es has been given to

us by Perrin (5). Belhomme faced this difficulty when he
wrote, "The fact is thet the neme Albigenses should not be
limited to the designation of a single heresy having its
individuel existence; but it .hould be taken in a general
sense, ané having served a5 a common designation for seversal
heredies united and Joined ageinst the Roman Church".(4).
Therefore in view of our thesis we propose to take that which
is not so fevoreble and if we cen find in the movement from that

. L] [ . - . »

(1) see our Introduction. (£) Lee, p.10l. (9) See Preface to
his Hist. of Wald. and Albig. wee also Sheldon, p.233.
(4) Belhomme: L'Heresie des Albig. p.7. treans,



roint of view the operation of the principles of puritenism,
surely then the more favorsble representstion of them, if it
should be proved to be the true one, would only the more com-
pletely substentisate our positiok,

Let us consider their theologicel beliefs under these
five points Whiéh.distinguish them from the Roman Church:
first, their duslistic idesa of God; secondly, their doctrine
of Christ; thirdly; the consolamentum; fourthly, their d&ctrine

of the Holy Scriptures; and lastly, their doctrine of the

church.

l. Their Ides of God.

It is generally &ccepted cmong modern historians that
the Albigenses held & duelistic ides of God (1). Schmidt
goes so far as to say thet Catharism "is something other
then e heresy; Christianity is monotheistic, Cathearism is
ditheistic, (end) the two religions do not have & common
base between them"(Z)., Some suthorities, Mosheim and Neen-
der, for instence, would distinguish two different cleasses:
The one maintained "two eternsl first cauees of all things,
the God of light, who was the father of Jesus Christ, and
the rrince of derkness, by whom they suppose the visgible
world to have been crested;" the other class admitted but
"the one first cause, the fether of Jesus Christ, and the
supreme God, by whom, they affirmed, the first matter wzs
produced; but they added to this, that the evil éemon, after
his revolt from God]l digested and sepsarated this matter into

. L] * . - L] L d

(1) See Schaff p 471; Les Vol I p 91; Cowan pllé; Sheldon
p &85; Vincent p 303; Waterman p 436; wWelker p 249; Nesander
P 566; Flick pp 560-562; and others. (£2) Schmidt rp 169-173, fran s,
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the four elements, so that it could be formed intd & world"”
(1). Yet in the decree of Pope Lucius which we have already
quoted (£), they sre condemnedcon verious charges but there
is no :eference to eny teaching of their dualiétic philosophy.
The only thing that we find in the description of the Albi-
genses that has been given to us in the Inquisitor‘é Guide
of Bernard of Gui of the early fourteenth century, is a
reference to their disbelief in baptism because "they assert
that water is meterisl and corruptible, and is therefore the
creation of the evil power and cennot sanctify the soul."(3).
Faber tekes & more positive stend end says that "in &1l sges
have the Paulicians and Albigenses denied themselwes to be
Manichaeens.™ (4) He goes on to give an explanstion of why
they were thus charged;(5). Among his evidence he cites the
Actuary of the aynga of Orleans who wrote in 1017 that when
exemined on sundry doctrinsl voints the cuiprits wre reported

to have answered:

"The doctrine, which you hold, you may tell to those,

who savour of eserthly thines, and who believe the fisments
F20SFEeT S SFTERAY SRARSSy 58) TRO pelieve fhe 1808,

who heve the law written in the inner man by the Holy Ghost,
and who relish nothing save what we have learned from God the
Crestor of &1l things, you veinly propound matters which

are superfluous and sltogether alien from sound divinity.
Put, therefore, =zn end t0 your work&: andi do with us what you
list. e clearly behold our King reigning in heavenly
places. With his own right hend, he is reising us to an
immortel triumph: and he is even now, about to bestow upon

us the fulness of joy celestial." (B)

. . [ L] . L] L ]

(1) mMosheim Bk III, Pt I1I, Ch V, Art 5, Vol II3 P.149. See
8ls0 Neender P.566. (&) See pp. 12, 13. (3) See Robinson:
Reed. in Euro. Hist., Vod. I, pp.381-383%. (4) Kaber »,105.
(6) 1bid, see y¥p. 1£0-123, (6) Faber, pp. 135,138, -



We note also that these men "without shrinking went to
the most terrible of ell desths"™(1l). However the general
charge is that they held to the #good God who has created
spirits, pure beings who have not fallen under the sway of
senses; his domain is that of the higher intelligences; his
world is the spiritual world where all is perfect and pood.n
Opposed to the good God is the bad God, the Devil, Lucifer,
"who cresated &ll things which are visible, material, and
transitory.....He has not only created &ll these, but he &8lso
governs the world to which they belong....ErOm’him come zall
evils which afflict the world....sbtorms, floods, droughts,
Temine, plagues, disease....cbove &ll ke is the author of

moral evil."(2)

&. fTheir Doctrine of Christ.

In like menner opinions very &¢ to their doctrine of
Christ. Christ came to sarth to save the souls of men, "not
by dying for them, but by unfolding to them their own origin
and destiny, and showing them how best to aécomplish their
work of penitentiel purgstion.....Though the Catharists
celled Jesus the 'Son of God' they did not think of Him ss
éod. He is & creasture...inferior to the Creator. Nor,
though he lived end worked on esrth, wes he ever incernste
&8s man. The doctrine of the incernaetion of God would natur-
glly be abhorrent to the Catherist. Jesus took the form of
& man while on egrth, but his spirit wes never imprisened in

. . - . L] . L]

{1) Op.cit., p.146. (&) Holmes, Pp.l4d.
(3



another. The Holy Ghost was regarded’&s being, uext to
Jesus, the chief of ell the celestial spirits; but the
Catherists also epplied the epithet holy to each of the
guardisn spirits of the celeétial world"(1l). Rudulphus
Gleber in 1017 reports the culprits to have seid, "ihatever
the Uld snd New tesbtaments may say respecting the existence
of the Triune Deity, the whole is & system of mere delirious
felesehood™(£)., Faber also auotes the actuary of the 3ynod

of Orlesns as writing in 1017 that the accused perties summed
up their religious system in regerd to Christ as follows:
"Christ was not born ffom the Virgin mMery: uneither d4id he
suffer death for menkind: neither was he truly7buried: neither
did he ever rise agein from the dead." (%) But Faber goes on
to show the inconsistencies of the charges on thaet occasion.
Perrin &lso finds them holding to the #sacrifice of the Sonune
of God" end the "merit of his death and pewsion®.(4) Yet
Schmidt cherges sgeinst them that Ythe gatherists have only
the semblance of the gospel, Jesus Chrict being for then
only4a phantom or & shade; for his history they substitute =
mythology, end for his euthority that of their tnoughts and

fencies, which sre often rambling.”™ (5)

. The Counsolamentum.
The principel ceremony of the Albigenses wew the Con-
golementum of baptism of the Holy gpirit. This paptism wes

o L . - - s L ]

1) Holmes, 1

(1) D. , ©.130. (&) Ibid, p.135.
{(4) rerrin, Bk

9. ) r
I, Ch I, PP 1-4, (b} schmidb, pp.l69-173,Trans.



not of weter, Which they believed Lad been institutéd by the
Devil, but of the Spirit which was sccomplished by the laying
on of hands. It cavsed the Spirit to "descend upon the soul"
and thus it was dilivered from the power of matter and its
crestor the evil 8ne. Those who had received the Consolementum
‘were regarded as Perfect (l)‘k This led to the distinguishing
among them of three different classes of believers: the
Yerfect, the Believers, znd the Eearefs. The prerfect are
those who heve been wholly cle&cnsed from the guilt end taint
of sin, but it bound the :xpecipients to "strict observance

of the demsnds of asceticism and 1odsed its powers when they
were violeted." The Believers were distinguished from the
"mere Hearers" by the fect thet they hed entered into & com-
pact thet "in case of dangerous sicknesé they will have the
Consolementum edministered unto them." (£) ~ The rerfect alone
could edminister the Consolementum. They were the "authorized
lesders™ of the community. "In the eys of the Cztholic
lezders, who feared and hated them, they were the heretics

per excellence™.(d) wore will be se&id sbout their msnner of

life in the next section. (4).

4. The Holy Scriptures.
it is commonly &greed emong both friends and enemies of
these people that they possessed znd mede important use of &t
leest the HNew Testement. 4sccording to the evidence which we
have received by way of their enemies they held the O0ld Testement
e o e+ e & a4 » ‘3,'3
Holmes, pr.z4, 25. (2) woeller, p.Z89. (&) nolmes, vp.24, £5

{1)
(4) A good zccount of the sdministretion of the Cousolementum
is given by Belhomme, r1p.108.
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to be the work of the evil God. ESastan is the Jehovsh of
the 0l1d Testament; the prophets and patriaschs are robbers,
and, comsequently, &ll seripture asnterior to the Gospels is
to be rejected.™(l) They hed it in thelr own vernaculer and
we sre t0ld by Faber thst it wes not "a mutilsbed or inter-
polated or corrupted New 1estement™.(2) It retgined the
Latin leangusage in its prayers (3). Yet to show the derkness
which surrounds even this guestion we find Peter of Clugdy
writing of Peter de bruis end of Henry:

"Let us see, whether these heretics, who yleld not to

he uutnorlt 'of t%% geah dooto¥s 0 the Chur ﬂ%ll at
east acqulsde in he decision o ﬁef C;rlvﬁ dr
Proxhe%s or the Apostles. sey t secause common report

has spread it shroad, that 3ou do not totelly believe either
the Prophets or even Christ hims2lf; end the ssme report,

if it be ture, indicetes, moreover, that you detract from

the mejesty both of the 0ld Testament and the New Testament.
But, because 1 ought not to give assent to the falleaciousness
of mere rumors, more especlally when some &affirm that you
have rejected the whole of the Seacred C;noni while others

contend that you receive some portionms of it, I am unwilling
to censure vyou for metters uncertsin.t(4).

Bernerd of Gui describes them as invoXing "with their
own interpretetion and uCCOJdlﬂ@ to their abilities, the
authority of the Gospels and the ‘Epistles ageinst the con-
dition of the prelates, churchmen, &nd monks, whom they cagll

-

FPherisees and felse prophets, who say, but do not.™ (5)

b, fTheir poctrine of the Church.
Considering lastly their doctrine of the church, "the
Cetherists believed that theirs was the only true Christian

(1) Lee, Vol 1, p.91. See &lso his azccount of a thirteenth

century M3. which gives their objectidns to the 0.T7. (Z)

Faber, pp. 55, 56. (3) Les, Vol I, p.93. (4) Feber, p.l66.

Here he 1s«quot1ng Petr. Clunisc. Trect. cont. Petrobus. p.20¢.
(5) Inquisitors Guide of Bernsrd of Gui of early 14th century,

Robinson, Vol. I, pp. 581-583.
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Church".(1). BStrictly spresking, only the perfect, tihose who
hed received the Holy spirit through the sdministretion of
the consolementum were members of the church. They made up
the ministry of the church and were considered &s the soul
or inwerd part of the church, while the great body of believers
and hesrers were the more visible and outward vert of the
church (2). The impious, the uunbeliever, the evil doer were
shut out from it (3). "The Catharan éhurch, &5 the Church
of Christ, inhkerited the power to bind and to loose bestowed
by Christ on His discivples"™. (4) However, most of whet we
heve left to us concerning their idea of the church consists
of those things which they repudiated in the church of Rome.
Since their negstions of the Romenists form & most important
part of the theological position as well as of their menners

of 1life, we shall summerize them in a separate section.

B. Manner of Life.

e now prorose fo set forth those customs and rules of
conduct that in meny respects were the basic criteria by
which they were distinguished from their enemies of the Roman
Church (&). “The gim of Catherism, &5 & precticsl scheme of
life, was to detgch men by every possible means from the
meterial world. (6).

6 o o .+ e . e

(1)Holmes, pp. 29, 30. Perrin slso spesks of their "mein-
teining egeinst the Church of Rome, the Gospel of Christ
Jesus in its puritie". Bk. £, chep. 12, p.141., Scheff, p.475
cities Dollinger I1I, 5Z2.

(2) Holmes, p. 36. (3) 1Ibid, 29, 30. (4) Lewz, I, 1.93.

(5) These were often the marks by which the inguisitors de-
tected heresy. Mo&ller, pr. 386-390, cites cn instsznee where
& women in traveil came under suspicion of heresy becsuse she
hed never cslled upon Christ or the Holy Virgin but only on
the Holy Spirit.

(6) Holmes, pp. 19-23.
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1. Felse Charges cgeinst them.

e might st the very first dispose of the charge that
meny writers heve made cgeinst them thet &t their secret
meetings they practised'"revblting irmoralities and blas-
phemous rites." (1) Lea scys that:-

"iyild stories, moreover, were told of the nightly orgies
in which the lights were extinguished end promiscuous inter-
course took plece; end the stubbornness of heresy was ex-
“pleined by telling how, when & child was born of these foul

excegses, it was_tossed from hand to hand through e fire
until it expired; &nd that from its body was mede an infernsl
eucharist of such power thé&t whoever rartook of it was thare-
efter incepsble of ebandoning the sect. There is ample
store of such tales, but howsver useful they might be in
exciting & wholesome populer detestation of heresy, the
candid and intelligent incuisitors who had the best means of-
knowing the truth &dmit that they have no foundetion in feact;
and in meny hundres of examinations and sentences which I
have read there is no sllusion to anything of the kind, ex-
cept in some proceedings of Fre Antonio Becco among the
Alpine Valleys in 1387.% (Z2).

Paber has brought together the conflicting testimony of

the inguisitor Keinerious on this point. On one occesion he
accuses them of these Ypromiscuous gatherings", then agsin
he gives us this description of these seme people:-~

"Heretics zre known by thelr menners and their words.
In their menners, they are composed and modest. They admit
no pride of dress: holding & just mean between the expensive
and the gquelid. in order they they may the better avoid lies
and ocths and trickery, they dislike enbtering into trade;
but, b¥ the labour of their hends they live like ordinary
hired morkmen. Their very teachers sre mere artisans. Riches
they seek not to multiply' but they are content with things
necessary. They are cneste also: & virtue in which the
Leonists rerticulerly excel. 1In meet and drink they are
temrerate. They resort neither to taverns nor to dances,
nor to sny other venities, Prom anger they carefully re-
straein themselves., They are always engaged, either in work-
ing, or in leerning, or in teaching,; &nd, therefore, they
spend but little time in prayer. Under fictitious pretenses,
nevertheless, they will attend church and offer and confess
and communicete and hear sermons: but this they do merely
to ¢avil at the preacher's discourse., They may likewise be
known by their precise znd modest words: for they avoid gll
seurrility, end detrection end 1ljes and oaths and levity of
speech.” (3)

* ° ) e * » -
(1) Holmes, pp.c9-42 gives his refutation of this chearge.
(£) wee, vol. I, p.l0l. (3) reber, pr. 71, 72. He cites Reiner,

de heeret. c.vii. p.307.



Alogg with this both Fuber and Les cite wot. Bernsrd as
seying:~

"if you interrogete them respecting their Laith, no-
thing cen be more Christien: if you inquire into their
conversetion, nothing cen hbe more irreprehensible; end,
whet they sey, they confirm by their deeds. As for what
regards life end menners, they attach no one, they circum-
vent no one, they defresud no one. Their faces are pale
with festings: they est not the bread of idleness; but
theglabour with their own hends: for the support of life."

4&%'5‘ i (l}‘ (2)‘

Thus the high character of theifgmorality was genereally

admitted by their enemies.

2. Their rules of life.
Amongst the ministry of the Albigenses, that is, those
who were of the perfecti, the essential qualification was

vurity of hesrt snd life. Their manner of life from the

. .

negative point of view was set forth in the "moral pronibi-
tions™ which they were bound to follow. Holmes cites the

following:

"Besides the sins which the Catholic Church counts gs
mortel, such &s murder, robbery, sdultery, &nd the rest, the
following were counted as mortal sins by the Cetherists and
strictly forbidden to &1l who wished to lead a spiritusl
iife: ' »

1. The Possession of property. 4Absolutely poverty was
to be the rule of life.

2. Communicetion with those who were still attached to
the world, except indeed in order to convert them.
All ties of friendship and reletionship were to be
broken.

5. Disloyealty to truth. The troth wes slways to be
told with absolute frankness and &t whetever cost.
sweering in the sense of teking an oath was &
mortel sin. ‘Let your yee be yes, and your nsy,
neyl,

4. The shedding of humen blood for suny purpose of on
eny pretext. The solider vho killed &n enemy in
bettle, the judge who sentenced & criminsl 4o death,
and - sbove &ll - the priests who delivered s
heretic to the seculer power, were &s culpsble as
murderers and cssasins.

. . * e . ¢

(1) reber, p.75,76, perngrd.. sucer .
o — 3 2 + =2 s SULEY, Cintie [ Vre . .
(&) LE&, I, p.10L, ’ P “ivic. sermp,lxy, “FOr.p.7

6l
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5. The killing of enimels other than reptiles end fishes.
6. The eating of flesh of snimals. ‘ .
" (5 znd 6 were precticel deductions from the doctrine
of metempsychosis). ) | | .
7. The icst and grevest of sll mortal sins was that of
sexuel intercourse. Even merrisge wes strlctly.for-
bidden. For sexusl intercourse, besides involving
the gratificetion of & cernel lust, was the means
devised by the Devil for the propasgetion of the humsn
race znd the consequent perpetuation of his own
empire." (1).
On the other hend, their work and maxmmer of life viewed posi-
tively wes to presch the Gospel, té€zch, administer the con-
solementum, preside ¢t religious meetings and to spend many
days in "mysticsl contemplation" end festing. They were held
in the utmost venerstion by their pgeople. Their peorple
counted it sn honor to surply their needs znd every courtesy
wes shown them when they ceme into the community. VTheir
precching wes listened to with the closest =ttention" and their
blessing wes sought with much reverence (2).
inongst the believers end hesarers, those who constituted
the ierge me jority of the sect, the ideal was to follow after
the exemple of their lesders in the faith - the perfecti.
"fhe believers led active and useful lives" snd with their
industry, whether in town or country they used 'it to sugport
the church and provide for the perfecti and to cere for the
sick @nd the poor send other pleaces where cherity was needed.
“"The gherity of the Cetherists to their own sick and poor
were oOften commented upon by their sdverssries, and while
some 0f these reprocched them with having confined their
charities to their own sick &nd poor, others cccused them of

heving tried by their cherities to meke converts out of the

Catholic poor. (3)

>}

(1) nolmes. pp.19-53% 189 Ibld, p.£5-27. (&) Ibid, p.41-43.
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S. Liesnner of Mmsmp.

A4S & Church their menner of worship was "siaplicity
iteelf". They held their services anywhere, "in castles or
in hovels, in forests, in meezdows, in velleys, in caverns."
We cre to0ld thet before the Albigensien crussde while they
were free from molestetion end enjoyed the protection of the
nobles of Southern Frence that "they had houses of prayer in
which they met for purposes of worship. But those houses had
no statues, pictures, or other ornsments. The elter was &
teble covereg with & white cloth, on which rested & New
Testement open at the first chepter of the Gospel of John." (1)
The Lord's Prsyer, the Cetharists contended, "was the only
vreyer which Christisns were authorized to use, whether in
cublic or in privaete. (&) Their ceremony of the Bresking and
Blessing of Breed came neecrest to the ordinery sacrament of
Holy Communion, but they denied any such meening in it &s
the doctrine of Tresusubstantistion as it wes laﬁer set forth
by the Cetholic Church. In general they did hot follow the
plen of setting «side certein deys to the worship of God, but
we are told thet they kept the feests of the christian ¢hurch
et @hristmés, Egster end Fentecost. Al Christmes they cele- |
brated the descent of Christ into this wicked world. At
Easter, his triumph over the Prince of this world. 4t Pente-
cost, the foundetion of the Catharist Church, the Church of
the Holy Spirit. Christmas and Easter were esach preceded
end Fentecost soon followed, by & fast of about forty days,
the last week of which wes very rigo:oas (4). More will be

(1) Holmes, rp. 20, Bl. (&) Ibid, pp. ©l. 2lso see Welker, p.250



said touching these practices in our next sections on their

gifferences with the Romsn Church.

4, Religious Zeal end Stesdfestness.

There is perhapé no more puzzling problem in connection
with this extreordinsary movement then thet of their religious
zesl, snd especiszlly their steadfestness in the fauce of per-
secution. ©This is very newr the hesrt of the problem which
we heve in our thesis. Although the fuller discussion of
their persecution znd confliict with the church is reserved un-
til our next chapter, we include these few references to it
gt this point in order that we may set forth the doctrines
and prectices of these people in the clecrer light which their
practical aspects shed upon them. e live, seid Everwln
steinfeld, "4 hard and wandering life, Ve flee from city to
city like sheep in the midst of wolves. e suffer persecution
like the Apostles and the martyrs bécause our life is holy end
asustere., It is psssed smidst preayers, abstinences, and labors,
but everything is essy for us beceuse we =re not of this
world." (1) The Incuisitor Passean informs us of a walden-
sien who on & winter nigﬂt swem the river Ips in order to gein
& chance of converting a Cstholic. (&) "It is not easy
for us to reslize whut there wes in the feith of the cetheari
to inspire men with the enthusisastic zesl of martyrdom, but
no religion éan show a more unbroken roll of those who un-
shrinkingly snd jJoyfully sought death in its most abhorrent

form in preference to zpostasy. In the eariiest persecution

(1)vLea, I, p.l04.
(2) Lee, I, p.86.
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on record &t Crleens about 1017, out of fifteen, thirteen
remncined stesdfest in the fece of the fire kindled for their
destruction; they refused to recent though pardon wses offered,
end their constency wes the wonderment of the spectators."(l)
Perrin gives us this incident that when the castle of Menerbe
finally yielded for went of weter "The Abbot of Vaux would |
needs preach to those that were within the Cegtle, and to
exhort them to acknowledge the Pope, and to stick to the
Romen Church, but they not staying till he head ended his @i&-
course, they &ll of them cried out ssying, 'we will not forsake
our “sith, wergect the Romish, you lsbour but in vain, for
neither life nor death chall meke us sabandon our beliefs,?
Upon this snswer, the Earle Simon snd the Leceat, commanied =
great fire to be made, gnd cest into it 140 persons, &s well
women &S men, who went into it with Joy, giving theaunkes unto
God fbr thet it pleesed him to doe them the honour, to suffer
end. to dye for His Neme's seke".(2). 4nd so we couid zo on
to cite instence efter instence of the loyulty of these people
to their sect and their feith. We pess on to their diffesrences
with the Church of Rome with this exezmple which is given by
Lee, "One member of the Holy Office werns his Lrethren not

to begin by asking 'iAre you truly e Cetharn?t for~the answer
will simply be "Yes' and then nothing more cen be extrazcted;
but if the Periect is exhorted by the God in whom he believes
to tell all sbout his life, he Wwill frenkly deteil it without
falsehood. iwhen we consider thet this irenkness inevitably

(1) Perrin, Book I, ch. 7, p
(2) Perrin, Book I, che.7, p.di. Also sismondi, pp. 85-87.



led to the torture of deeth by byrning, it is curious to
observe thet the inguisitor seems utterly unconscious of
the emphstic testimony which he renders to the superhumen

conscientiousness of his vietims.% (1)

C. Their Differences with Romenism.
fmidst the uncerteinty thet surrounds the sect of th
£lbigenses wnd their fellow-Cathari, there is one thing
about which &1l historisus cen sgree esnd that is thet they
Tormed sn enti-sacerdotel perty in permznent oprosition to
raised & continued protest (&).

the €Cgtholic Churches, an

Let us teke & glimpes of the immer history of the Romanists

through the eye of cne of her best,and see conditions as he
sew them. Then we shell better be able to understand the
Tevolt of the Albigenses. "lo more unexceptionsble witness
to the Church of the twelfth century cen be had then St.
Bernerd, end ne is never wesry of denouncing the pride, the
wickedness, the ambition, =end the lust thaet reigned every-
where. Then fornication, wdultery, incest palled upon the

exhausted senses, & zest was sought in deeper depths of de-

gredetion. In vein fthe cities of the plain were destroyed by

the avenging fire from heeven; the enemy has scettered their
remains everywhere, snd the church is infected with their
accursed ashes."The Church 1is left poor and bsre snd miser-
able, neglected and bloodless. Her children seek not to
bedeck, but to spoil her; not to gusrd her, but to destroy

her; nct to defend, but to expose; not to institute, but to

) Lee, I, p.l0O3.
) &lphendery in N. slbigenses in Bney. Brit.

(
(

o
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prostitute; not to feed the flock, but to slay and devour it.
They exact the price of sine end give no taought to sinners.
"yhom csn you show me cmong the prelates who does not seek
rather to empty the pockets of his flock than to subdue their
vices?" (1). 8t. Bernard wrote to some of the preleates:-
"Bid (the zpostles) ever keep their gospel hidden...
Noe indeed,their words have been heard throughout the whole
ezrth (Pselm 19:5). Where is that apostolicel form of life
znd practice of which you are boesting? They cry sloud end
you whisper. They do it in public end you in & corner. ,
They fly up to the clouds (ISa. 68:8) &nd you tszke your dez
light in the derkness end in subterrenesn dwellings. ihat
caen you show in yourselves similer to them? Not surely in
teking eround with you little women beceuse you sre shutting
them up with yourselves slone......Phou art committing &

sgendal in the church. Thou art the fox destroying the
vineyard.™ (2).

St. Bernsrd's contemporary, rotho of Prvuhum, in 1ibE&,
volices the same com?laints. The €Church is rushing to ruin,
snd not = hand is reised to stay its downward progress; there
is not a single priest. fitted to rise up &s’ & medistor be-
tween God znd msn and spproach the divine throne with an-
sppeal for mercy." (3). Thus Cetherism was & thoroughly

-

snti-sacerdotsl form of belief and hed no use for the mach-

inery of the Church. They sew it to be the "synagogue of

S&ten" in which sslvetion wes impossible. “Gonsequently the

secrements, the saqriiices of the altar, the suffreges and

the interpo&ition of the Virgin and saints, purgstory,

relics, imeges, crosses, holy'water; indulgences, end the

other africes by which the priest procures silvetion for

the faithful were rejected, &5 well as the tithes snd oblsa-

tions Wﬁicy reniered the procuring of sslvetion so profitable."(@
Perrih has cited from zn old is., the History of the slbi-

genses by Cheffeenon, thet in the yeer 1206 the Albigenses

. L] . s .

(1) Lee I, p.52. (&) kigne, V0l1.183,5.1091. (3) Les, I, p.52.
(4) +ee, I, p.93.



- 56

decided to teke & stend against the legstes of the Pope in
¢ conference &t ilontreal. He gives the questions that were
to be considered t¢s these thres:

"l, ©Qhat the Messe, with the Trezansubstantietion, weas
the invention of men, not the ordinsnce of Christ,
nor His spostles.

2. Thset the Romish Church is not the spouse of Christ,

but the Church of tumult and molestation, made

drunken with blood of Mertyrs.,

3. Thaet the molicie of the Church of Rome is neither
good, nor holy, nor established by Jesus ghrist."(1)

In & list previous to this one Perrin has mentioned
severzl other points that they meintained ecgainst the Ghurch
or Rome:

"l. Thet the rrsyers of the living profit not the dead.

£. Thet Purgetorie meinteined in the Church of Rone,
we.s & humene invention, to glut and satisfie the
coveteousness of the Priests..

Se DThet Scints ere not to be preied unto." (Z2)

Moshein has listed sixteen roints of Roman doctrine snd prac-
tice which the Albigenses rejected. e shell include here
those not zlready given;-

"l., They rejected baptism as & rite of no use as re-
gards selvetion, and especially the baptism of
infents,

. They denied thet churches sre any more holy then

privete houses.

Alters were rronounced to be heaps of stones, wsnd

therefore worthy of no reverence.

They disepproved of the use of incense and of holy

0il in religious rites..

The ringing of bells, or cignals, &8 bishop gerhard

cells them, they would not tolerate.

. hey denied that ministers of religion, bishops,
rresbyters, end deccons, were of divine appoint-
ment; and meinteined thet the church could exist
without an order of teschers.

7. They contended that funerel rites were invented by
rriests, to graetify their sverice; and that it was
of no consgquence whether a person were buried in
the church-yasrd or in some other pauce.

8. Pensnce, s then prectised - thet is, punishments
volunterily endured for sins - they deemed of no
use.

9. They held marriage to be pernicious, end condemned
it in 411 ceses.

(0)} ol > » fav)
.

(1) ferrin, bk 1, ch.Z. p.10. (2)mPerrin, Bk.l. ch.l. pp.l-4

B N



- 37 -
' 10. The custom of chunting in churches end religious

essemblies they reprevented ¢ superstitious snd

. unlewful.

11. They denied & cross to be more holy then other woal,
snd therefore denied it sny honor.

12. They would heve the imeges of Christ end the saints
removed from the churches, end receive ho kind of
sgdoretion.

13. Finelly, they were displeased with the difference

of re nk, and of powers and vreropatives existing
emong the clergy. (1)

The Catherists reprosched the Cetholic Church for &dmit-
ting sinners of =11 kinds into its fold. They also reproached
it for its went of charity, for the cruelty with which it
presented dissentient opinion, and iqgeneral for the harshness
of its rule. They reproasched it for the pomp, the weslth and
the morel laxity of its prelsastes, end for the honor which was
peid by them to "the world," They reproached it for its svar-
ice, its umbition end its love of rower., These, they said,
tre the f:uits which the tree has borne, znd by which we nay
know that it is not what it pretends to be, the true church
of Christ. (). |

The cescritipn of thes: peopyle from the Incuisitor's
Guide of Bernard of Gui &lso reveels how they considered them-
selves "good Christiens" holding the "fsith of the Lord Jesus
Christ end his gospel & Christ end the epostles teught" while
they denounced the "evil lives of the clerks aﬂd prelates of
the Romen Church, pointing out and setting forth their prlde
cupidity, sverice and uncleunness of life", gttacking the
secrements of the eucherist end baptism, cleiming thset con-
fession is "useless" &nd procleiming "other seandal@u§ things
&bout the sacremehts,'" moreover they read from the Gospels

end the Epistles in the vulger tongue." (3).

* . . - . . L

(1) Mosheim, Bk &, Pt 2, Ch 5, pp 75,

L) ki S . im,es pp. 29, 30.
(2) Robinson vol. 1 pp. 581-585, Feber pp.

10
-182 #lso cites



Jith this view before us of the doctrine .snud prectices
of this sect we are now reedy to oroceed to thé historic
conflict with the pepecy. Then with these essentisl facts
before us we trust that these concufrent lines wnich we have
been following shaelil heve wrrived £t the common meeting roint
of the relation of the Albigénses to the principle of puri-
tenism. e leeve this chevter With this sentence from Lea's
"A History of the Imguisition': "IT is & singuler rfezture
of the religious sentiment of the time thet the most formid-
able development of nostility to Rome wes based on & faith
thet can scsrce be classed &s Cnpistian, and thet this hybrid
doctrine spre«d so repidly =nd resisted so strubbornly the
sternsst efforts «t suppression thet zt one time it may feir-
ly be s:1id to heve threctened the permsnent existence of
Christianity itself. A4 profound conviction of the emptiness
of sacerdotal Ghristiénity; of its feailure and approsching
extinction, &nd of the speedy triumph of their own faith
mey particlly explain the unselfish fervor which it excited

cmong the poor and illiterate.”™ (1)

* . . » * L] L
en interesting report of them &long these ssmes lines By
reter of Clugny from Peter Clumicc Truact cont. Petrobrus pp.
£0¢~-219,

(1) Lee, I, p.89.
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CHAXDER IV

HISTORIC CONFLICT OF THE ALBIGEISES
VITH THE PATACY

b3

Po cohclude et this point withcut following through

icts of history which

‘..,l

one of the most tregic and bloody conf
is seeocicted with our subject, would be to deprive outselives
of & more complete understending of our thesis. In our
sttempt to understend the puriten principles back of this
movement -~ & movement which ended in & struggle in which

one of the exhortetions :mon; the ranks of the offensive

side sounded forth in these words, "Let esch of you gird his
sword to his thigh and spare not Lis brother snd his newrest
kindred™{(1l) - we cznnot well efford to omit & considerction

of the conflict together with its politicel and ecclesiastical
beckground, end its sociel and psychologicel accompaniments,

Rufus M. Jones in his book entitled "The Church's Debt
to Heretics", has admirebly described this "momentous period”
in one short peage from which we shell guote here in part:-

"It is one of the most sppalling chepters in the history
0of the Christisn Church, end it lecves upon the historical
student, e¢s it does upon the general reader, & sense of shame
and horror. There were mingled & learge number of motives
in the hearts of the lesders, sund the springs of wction which
rushed on these srmies of piltiless destruction, burning cities,
spreeding havoes, killing indiscriminstely men, womnen, and
children, were too compliczted to be psychologically ansaiysed
either by them then or by us todey......iilhen the bloody
crusade finslly ceme to en end many of the vest moral lives

in Frence héd been wiped out, the civilizetion or & great, fair
region of the country had been wrecked, the method most

(1) Honorius III. in en Encyclicel sddressed to &ll the Fre-
letes of Christeniom in the yeer 1219, See Les, I, p.béd.
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1ncomnatlole with the bplrit of Christ hsd been tried to
the hilt - but heresy was as virile ss ever, end the spirit
which inguired for truth end which refused to take & stone
for bread was still unconyuered end unconguersable."™ (1)

To observe these surrounding conditions of the time will

shed &end how

o]
[RN

gssist in vnderstending why this sect so flour

tie strugele wes drewn out until et last the slbigenses were

comptetely crushed.

L. The Politicsl &néd Ecclesiastical
Background of the Conflict.

1. Southern France.
The populetion end civilizetion of this region were
unlike those of the north.

"The first wave of the Aryan invesion of Burope hsd
driven to the kiediterreneen littorszl the sncient Ligurisn
inhevitants, who hed left cbundent traces of their ruce
in the swerthy ckins end black heir of their descendants.
Greek &znd Pheenician colonies hed £till further crossed
the blood. Gothic dominction had been long conbtinued, asnd
the lierovingisn concuest hed scerce given to the Fre enk &
foothold in the SOll. Even Seracenic elements were not
wanting to make up the strenge admixture of races whicjg
rendered the citizen of Nerbonne or ksrseilles so different
& being from the inhsbitant of Peris." (2)

The contrast of civilizetion was as grest &s thst of
raece. sismondi hes described it es follows:

"Lenguedoe, FProvence, Cetsloniz, and &ll the surrounding
countries which depended on the king of 4sregon, were peopled
by en industrious and intelligent rece of men, eddicted to
commerce and erts, and still more to poetry. They had formed
the provencel languege; which, seperating itself from the
Welloon Romen, or French, wgs distinguished by more harmonious
inflections, by & richer vocebulary, by expressions more
picturesgue, and by greater flexibility. This Ilzngusge, studied
by &ll the genius of the age, consecrzted 0o the 1nnumberable
songs of war and of love, eprecred at th&t moment destined to
become the firsb and the 208t elegent of the *‘lsnguages of
modern Burope. Those who used it had renounced the neme of
Frenchmen for thed of Provenceals; they hed endeavored, by mesans
of their language, to form them°”1ves into & netion, and to

(1) Jones, p.209.
(2) Le&, I, p.66.
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separste themselves ebsolutely from the French, to whom
they were indeed inferior in the erts of war, but whom they
greztly excelled in all the attainments of c¢ivilization.

The numerous courts of the small princes smongst whom
these countries were divided, aspired to be models of teste
eand politeness. They lived in festivity; their chief occups-
tion was tournecments, courts of love, end of poesy, in which
guestions of gs llcntry were greavely d601aei. The cities were
numerous and flOUlehlﬂQ. Their forms of governmsnt were
£1]l neerly rephblicsn; they hed consuls chosen by the people,
«nd had long rossessed the privilege of forming communes,

which rendered them nesarly e@ual to the Italisn republlcs
w1th whom they treders." (1)

Lea «dds to this picture in these words:-

"o where in Europe...were the clergy more nepllgent of
their duties or more desrised by the pesople. There wes
1ittle ecrnestness of religious conviction emong cithzr prelsates
or nobles or gtimuleéte persecution, so thet there was con-
sidercble freedom of belief., In no other Christisn lsnd
did the despised Jew enjoy such privileges. His right to
hold lend in frenc-alleu wes similer to thet of the Chrlstlun'
he wes zdmitted to public office, &nd his zdministretive
ebility rendered him & fevorite in such cepzcity with both
prelete and noble; his syneagogues were undistrubed; and the
Hebrew school of Nerbonné wes rehowned in Isrsel o8 the home
f the Ximchisg. Under such influences, those who reelly pos-
sessed rellglouu convictions were but little deterred by pre-
judice or the fesr of persecution from criticising the short-
comings of the Church, or from seeking whet might more necrly
espond to their .espirstions." (2)

£&. Politicel Conditions.

As we survey the politicel situction in Burope during
this period we ere reminded thet in the latter pert of the
century previous to the Albigensisan crusades, Frederick I.,
called Barbarossa, uas emperor of the Roman Empire. e shall
note &s we proceed thet one of the facters which promised
success to the Church in their tesk of steamping out heresy,
wes the seculer legisletion sgesinst heresy which took form
during this period. However, Frederick Berbarossa was not &8

(1 Si xondl pp.5-5.
(2 e

)
) Les, I, 5.67.



d¢iligent in this respect &s his pepel friends might have de-
sired. The;regglﬁ$i5ﬁsiwhibh;LuemussIIIw issued from Verona
in 1184, though fhey‘ﬁere sent forth as hsving been drawn up
with the Sénotion of the emperor, nevertheless, Frederick took
no effective steps to give them validity.(l). Thus his lack
of action probably helped to make possible the period in which
the heretics were compsrctively free from the restraint of
ermed or orgenized force and during which they spread rapidly.
However, in Frederick II. (1£212-1250) we have one who,in order
to pursue his own ends, we¢s & pitiless enemy of the nefetics.(z)
In Ffance, Philip Augustus held the gower, having con-
quered sbout 1203-1204, Normandy, anjou, Touraine, and Poitou.(3)
In the South "there had long beeﬁ three chief politicsl and
intellectual centers of South-~French neticonslity. Two of
these, the duchy of Aquitaine and the county of Toulouse were
within the French kingdom. The third, the county of provence,
was beyond the Rhone, and, &s & pert of the sncient areleate,
subject to none seve the Emperor."(4) It wes &t these three
courts thet the lengueage of Oc znd the literszture of the
Proubadours flourished. The spread of this Komance langueage
with its vernscular literezture over southern geul had drawn
"g deep dividing line between northern and southern France
thet has not yet been blotted out. It gave the subjects
0of the southern feudelists, like the counts of Toulouse and

the “ukes of sguiteine, & soliderity thet msade them slmost

(1) see Le:, I,
(2) Ibid, p.sEl.
(3) See Tout, pp. 395, £f.
(4) Tout, p.397.
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sepsrete nations....But the civilizetion of Lenguedoc flowered
too eerly to produce mature fruit. e shall see how in the
thirteenth century it succumbed to the ruder spirit of the
north" (1) But Aguiteihe wes absorbed under the direct control
of the French king leaving the court of Toulouse an even more
importent center of Lenguedocien life.(Z) This division be-
tween northern and southern France wes one of the underlying
causes of the conflict which we shell consider below.

e heve already seen thet the district of Toulouse weas
the stronghold of heresy in southern Frznce. Over this terri-
tory wes Count Raymond VI., the grest-Grandson of Raymond IV.,
of Seint Gilles, the hero of the first Cruscde. Tout says of
him:-~

"He weas & prince of wide connections, eztensive dominions,
end considercbie personcl cepscity. Through his mother, Cou-
stence, daunghter of Louis VI., he wes the first cousin of
Philip Avgustus. His merrisge with Jown of Awnjour, the sister
of Richard I. and John, hed secured him pesce with his heredi-
tary foe. He rule not only over Toulouse and its dependencies;
&S Duke of Nerbonne he was lord of the Rouergue and the gresat
coast region that extended from the frontiers of Roussillon
to the ripght benk of the Rhone; as Merguis of Provence, he
ruled over a fertile portion of the iArélate on the left bank
of the Rhone, extenliing ferther north than Velence, snd in-
cluding the importent town of Avignon".(3)
Even in distant Itely he wes known «s "the greatest count on
eerth, with fourteen counts as his vassels'.(4) Reymond Roger,
Viscount of Bezilers, was one of his vessals. The kinedom of
tragon hed et one time under Alonso IXI. been threctening the
very extinetion of Tculcuse, but with his successor, Pedro II.,

Reymond's relstions were most frien:ly. "Though the distant

sovereignty of Frence troubled him but little, yet the friendliines:

(1) Tout, p.91. (£) ILid., p.398. (5) Ibid., p.598.
(4) Lee, I, p.l32Z.



manifested do him on his sccession by Philip iugustus wes &
not unimportent element in the prosperity which ¢n every side
seemed to give him assuresnce of & pesceful znd fortunste
reign.....?oleration had endured for necrly & generstion; the
land wes blessed with pesce after almost intermineble wear, and
&1l the dictates of worldly prudence counselled him to follow
in his-fether's footsteps. Surrounded by one of the geyest
end most cultured courts in'ﬁhristendom, fond of women, e
petron of poets, somewhet irresolute of purpose, and enjoying
the love of his subjects, nothing could heve appeared to him
more obJjectless then & persecution such & Rome held to be the
most indispenscble of his duties.™ (1)

such wes the ypoliticel situstion which was to be no smell

fector in the epyproaching conilict.

5. The Condition of the Church.

Although in our chspter on the doctrines snd practices of
the albigenses sbove (2), we touched upon soms thing of the
condition of the Church, we propose «t this point to investi-
gete this metter more fully in order to set before us the
central cause of this so-celled hereticel reaction sgainst the
Church.

The Church of Rome mey be at least pertielly described
by these four words - corruption, ignorance, immorszlity, =znd
superstition., The pspsl theocracy had so grown in its sbsolu-
tism that "the humble minister =t the eltar wes the instrument
by which the decrees of the pope snd bishop were enforced

emong the people; for the destiny of &1l men lay in the heands

(1) Lea, I, p.152.
(£) Bee sbove, p.d4.



which could szdminister or withhold the sacraments essential to
selvetion."(1l) In the achieving of this supremecy of spiritusal
power, much of the Christien virtues of humility, and charity,
znd self-sbnegetion had dissppesred. People hed lost their
affection for their leaders and were no longer sttracted by

the holiness end purity of the lives withinthe Church. e

need not be surpfised therefore when we find & chronicler tell-
ing us thet smong the many thousends of people in Toulouse,

but few were Cetholics.(2) “The body (the Church) wes divided
into two essentielly distinct clesses, the shepherds and the
sheep; &nd the lambs were often &pt to think, not unressonably,
that they were tended only to be shorn.” (3)

One of the blots upon its charscter wes the prevelence of
simony. Lea tells us thet:-

"S5t. Peter Demieni, in asking of CGregory VI. the confirme-
tion of the bishop-elect of Fossombrone, admits thet he is un-
fit, and thet he ought to undergo penance before underteking
the episcopeate, but yet there is nothing better to be done,
for in the whole diocese there wes not & vingle ecclesicstic
worthy of the office; &ll were selfishly embitious, too eager
for preferment to think of rendering themselves worthy of it,
inflemed with desire for power, but utterly careless as to its
duties." (4)

such was the impression mede by the men of the eviscopate
that pious souls believed that no bishor could reach the king-
Gom of heeven. Agein we reed:-

"There was a story widely circulated of Geoggroi de Pefonns,
Prior of Cleirveux, wvho wes elected Bishop of Tournay, and
who w8 urged by st. Bernerd end Eugenius III. to acceprt, but
who ceast himself on the ground, saying, 'If Tou turn me out,

I mey become & veagrent monk, but & bishop never!' On his desth-
bed he promised & friend to return end report &s to his condition

- . L - . . L

(L)Les, I, p.2. (2) Ibid, p.ls4. (3) Ibidk p.5 . (4) Tvid, p.7.



in the other world, znd did so &b the lutter wes praying ot
the elftar. He znnounced thet he was emong the blessed, but

it had been revesled to him by the Trinity thet if he bad
zccepted the bishopric he would have been numbered with the
deamned.™ (1)

8t. Bernerd tells us thst:-

",...boys were inducted into the eplbcopate &t an wbe
when they rejoiced rather &t escaping from the ferule of their
teechers than st scquiring rule; but, soon growing insolent,
they lesrn to sell the slter and empty the pbOuches of their

subjects." (&)

e find egein thet:-

"The genersl detestetion in which these gentry were held

is illustreted by the story of en ecelesiecstic who, having
by an unluc&y run of dice lost 211 his money but five soug,
exla med in blesphemous mgdnebs thaet he would give them to any
one who would tezch hi- how most vreutly to offend God, send

b“stgnder was ed judeed to have won the money when he said
'Ii vou wish to offend God beyond 21l other sinners, become &an
episcopal officiel of collcctor'"(Z)

"Thus the Romen curis wes & terror to =11 who were
brought in contect with it. Hildebert of le Mens pictures its
officiels as selling Jjustice, delaying decisions on every pre-
text, end, finselly, oblivious when bribesuwere e: chansted They
were stome =s to understanding, wood s to rendering judgment,
fire &8 to wreth, iron &8 to forgiveness, foxes in deceit, bulls
in pride, &nd minotsurs in consuming evervtnlnb. In the next
century Robert Grosseteste boldly t0ld Innocent IV. snd his
cardinuls that the curisz wes the source of &ll the vilensss

which rendered the priesthood & hissing snd = reprosch to
Christienity, and, efter snother century and & half, those who
knew it best desciibed it uneltered.” (4)

"As ezrly as 1461 the Coumeil of Weinz cen herdly find
words strong enough to denocunce the pestilent sellers of in-
dulgences, nho e knavish tricks excite the hetred of 211 men,
who spend their illtﬁ‘ gailns in vile debauchery, and who S0

miglead the faeithful th@t confession is neglected on the ground
thet 31nne15 have purchased forgiveness of their sins. " (5)

Perheps one of the points on which the relstions of the
clergy to the wpeople was most delicate was thet of purity of

15. (&) Ibid., p.lé6. (2) Ibid., p.=0.
0. (5) Ibid., p.45. :



life. Their enforced celibacy was & mere mockery end to

quote Les ggein:-

Y,...the spectecle of & priesthood professing ascetic
purity as an essential prerequisite to its functions, and .
practieing & dissoluteness more cinicel than thet of the
eversge leyman, was not sdapted to reise it in populer
esteem."(1)

e are told by Gilbert of Gemblours that:-

"Phe prelates for the most pert enber the Church not by
election, but by the use of money and the fevor of princes;
they enter, not to feed, but to be fed; not to minister, but
to be ministered to; not to sow, but to resp; not to labor,
but to rest; not tbcguard the sheep from the wolves, but,
fiercer thun wolves, themselves to tear the sheep." (&)

St. Hildegeardea, in her rrophecies, espouses the cause
of the peorle ageinst the clergy:-~

"Phe prelates are ravishers of the churches; their svar-
ice consumes &ll thet it cen scguire. With their oppressions
they make us peupers and contaminete us end themselves...I$
it fitting thet wesrers of the tonsure should have greater
store of soldiers and arms then w9 Is it becoming thit a
clerk should be & soldier and a soldier & clerk®.....God did not
commend that one son should have both cost and clogk and

thet the other should go neked, but ordered the cloak to be
given to one gnd the coet to snother. ILet the laity then
have the closk on account of the cares of the warld, and let
the ctergy heve the cozt that they mey not lack thet which is

necessary.” (3)
Welther von der Vogelweide sums up the populsr gppreciction
of the whole ecclesisasticel body, from pope downwerd:-

"St. Peter's chair is filled todey as well
A8 when 'twess fouled by Gerbert's sorcery;
For he consigned higself slone to hell,
“VWhile this pope thither dregs &1l Christentie.
Why wre the chestisements of Heaven delayed?
How long wilt thou in slumber lie, O Lord?
Thy work is hindrred &nd thy word gainsaid,
Thy treassurer steals the wealth that thou hest stored.
Thy ministers rob here and murder there,
And O'rt thy sheep & wold has shepherd's cere." (4)

* * L J L] - . L

(1) Lee, I, p.31. (2)Ibid., p.73. (3) Ibhid., p.53.
(4) Ibid., p.b4.
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Such is but a sample of the vast amount of evidence
which reveals the depraved coml ition of the Church. ®It
was inevitable that such a religion should breed dissidence

and such a priesthood provoke revolt,"(1)

B. Social and Psychological Accompaniments
of the Conflict.

‘Dr. David S. Schaff in his introductory survey to his
volume on the Middle Ages has summarized in a comprehen-
sive manner those great movements and influerc es which were
at work during the pefiod of medieval & urch history, ex-
tending from the rise of Hildebrand in 1049 to the elevation
of Boniface VIII. to the papal dignity in 1294, Because it
unites and sets into perspective this period let us include
it at this point as giving badk grouwd for further brie £ re=
marks on some of these movements, remembering that it was in
the midst of this historic situation that one of the bloodiest
religious wars in hi tory broke out, which is the field of
our thesis.

®Tn this period the Church and the papacy ascend from
the lowest state of weakness and corruption to the highest
power and influence over the nations 'of Europe. It is the
classical age ofLatin Christianity: the ageof the papal
theocracy, aiming to control the German Empire and the King-
doms of France, Spain, and England. It witnessed therise of
the great Mendicant orders and the religious revival which
followed. It beheld the full flowers of chivalry and the
po gress of the crusades, with the heroic conquest and the
loss of the Holy Land. It saw the foundations laid of the
great universities of Bologna, Paris, Oxford. It was the age
of scholasticphilosophy and theology, and their gigantic

efforts to solwe all conceivable problems and by dialectical
skill ¥o prove every article of faith. During its progress

(1) Lea, 1, p.56.
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Norman and Gothic architecture began to rear the cathedrals.
All the arts were made the handmaids of religion; andle germl ary
poetry and romance flourished. Then the Inguisition was es-
tablished, involving the theory of the persecution of the Jews
and heretics as a divine right, and carrying it into execu-
tion in awful scenes of torture and blood. It was an age of
bright light and deep shadows, of strong faith and stronger
superstition, of sublime heroism andwild passions., of ascetic
self-denial and sensual indulgence, ofChristian devotion and
barbarous cruelty."(1)
We shall view briefly four of these movements,
1. The Crusades,
"The Crusades are in many ways the most remarksble of

the phenomena of the Middle Ages " says Walker(2). The
Crusades are important, however, because oftheir results and
influences. The power of the Pope was increased until he
became dictator ofEmperors, kings, and nobles. The wealth of
the Church was multiplied; the sale of induk ences became a
regular traffic; heretics were dealt with by crusades and the
Inquisition; and the Crusades did much to brutalize the Church
and develop the spirit of intolerance, bigotry and persecution,
Superstition and credulity were increased and the traffic in
relics was something enormous. "The Western World was deluged

by corporeal fragments of departmd saints.® WEvery city had
a warehouse ofthe dead." Politically, the Crusades settled
the question of whether Europe or Asia should rule the world,
They failed to free the Holy ILgnd, but did free Europe from
Islam. Intellectually, the Crusades increased the knowledge
and liberalized the minds of Western Burcpe. Socially, it
tended to break down social barriers, to increase wealth, =

él} Schaff, Vol V, Pt I, p.3
2.) Walker, p.238.
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although it left sorrowr and poverty in mny & home - and

té open up new opportunitiesfor the serfs, toget her with

8ven debtors and criminals who were freeds by assuming

the cross. Industrially, the material welfare of stagnant
Wed ern Europe was increased by the great impulse given to
trade and by the widening ofcommercial rel ations. (1). With
the varied impulses which caw ed and accompanied the Crusades,
the Cathari rose to great activity. W®In the movement, the
ascetic spirit of the age fourd full expression, and criticism
of the wealth andpower of the church saw satisfaction in come

plete rejection of its clergy and claims."® (2)

2. Monastic Orders,

During the period of the Cirusades a great revoluﬁion
took place in the character of mom sticism., "The old form
of monasticism, at its best, thought primarily of the salva-
tion of its own members and not of the world." (&). In 1% 7

St. Bernard said of the region of the Count of Toulouse;-
“The churches are without people, the people without
priests, the priests without the reverence due them, and
Christians without Christ. The churches are regarded as
synagogues, the sanctuary of thé Lord is no longer holy;

the sacraments are no more held sacred; feast days are without
solemnities; men die in their sins, and their souls are-
hurried to the dread tribunal, neither reconciled by

penance nor fortified by the holy communion. The little

ones of Christ are debarred from life since baptism is denied
them, The voice of a 51ngle heretic silences all thes e apos-
tolic and prophetic voices which have united in cé.llng all
the nations into the Church ofChrist." (4)

To meet this needy situation there arose the mendicant

orders..

glg See Flick, pp. 500-507 "also Walker, pp.238, 239,
2) Walker, n.249 (3) Fllck ».5l6. (4) Lea, I, D.70,
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WThe Méndicants came upon Christendom like a revelation =
men who had abandoned all that was enticing in life to imitate
the apostles, to convert the sinner and unbeliever,. to arouse
the slunb ering moral sense of mankind, to imctruct the ignor-
ant, to offer salvation to all; in short, to do what the Church
was paid so enormously in wealth and privi B ges and power
for neglecting. Wandering on foot over the face of Rurope,
under burning suns or chilling blasts, rejecting alms in money
but receiving thankfully whatever coarse food might be set be=-
fore the wayfarer, or enduring hunger in silent resignation,
taking no thought for the ma row, but busied eternally in the
work of sna tching souls from Satan, and lifting men up from
the sordid cares of daily life, of ministering to their in-
firmities and of bringing to their darkere d souls a glB3mpse
of heavenly light - such was the aspect in which the earliest
Dominicans and Franciscans presented themselves to the eyes of
men who had been accustomed to see in the eccle siastic only
the sensual worldling intent solely upon the indulgence ofhis
appetities.® (1)

These orders were to be the effective im:itruments in the

hands of the pope to persecute the heretics ofSouthern Fra ce,

3. The Schoolspnd Universities.

“The dense ignorance of the tenth céntury had begun to
yield to the first faint pulsations of intellectual movement.
Early in the twelfth century that movement already shows in
its gathering force the promise ofthe development whid was
to render Europe the home of art and science, oflearning, cuié
ture, and civilization." (2) MNen began to ask questions, to
criticize, and to speculate on topics that heretofore had been
forbidden. W“Even the blind reverence which for generations
had been felt for the uetterances ofthe Church began to be
shaken, (3)

Cathedral and monastic schools wer flourishing every-
where in the twelfth century. Great teacke rs were springing

(1) Lea, I, p.266. (2) Ibid., p.57. (3) Ibid, p.57.



into prominence and gathering about them groups of students.
Anselm, Abglard, William of Champeaux, Hugo of St. Victor, and
Peter Jombard, were only some of the more outstanding ones,
The Universities of Paris and Oxford wereknown for theology,
Bologna for church and civil law, and Salerno for medicine. (1)
One ofthe products of this revival of intellectual interest
and whidi arose to ® mbat the doubts that were everywhere
manifesting themselves, was the line of famous Schoolmen who
Wsought to fortify the old truth with fresh bulwarks of logic
and philosophy.(2). Besides Anselm, Abelard, and Peter Lom-
bard, and others whom we haw already mentioned, there were
such names as Bernard, Albertus Magnus, Thomas Aquinas,
Bonaventura, Roger Bacon, and DunsScotué((S). Thes& men
belong for the most part to the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries, "The tasfthey undertook was to confirm what they
had inherited....They were purveyers of the dogma they had
inherited from the Fathers.®(4) Among them were "men of warm
piety and, like Augustine, they combimned with the metaphysical
element a mystical element; with the temper of speculation,
the habit of meditation and prayer.®(5) It was against many
of these men that the heretics were forced to take’their
stand and they had no small part in justifying the position
taken by the Church against heresy.(6)

4, The Cathedfals.
The r riod of the Medieval Church is remarksble for the

51; Walker, p.267. (2) Cowan, p.130. (3) Schaff, Vv, PtI, p.59
4) Ibid., p.588., (5) Ibid., p.589. (6) Ibid, p.590/
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many great movements that were expressing themselves in such
é variety of ways. Perhaps no record of those times has been
left to us that is more visible and objective than the many
marvelous ca hedrals which had their beginning about the

eleventh century (1). Schaff has characterized them in these

words:=-

WThe cathedrals of the Middle Ages were the expression
of the religious praise and devotion and entirely the pro-
duct of the Church...They were hymns in stone, and,next to
the universities, are the most imposing andbpeneficent con-
tribution the medieval period made to later generatiom ...
The great cathedrals became a daily sermon, bearing testimony
to the presence of God and the resurrection of Chrkst...In
the erection of these churches princes and people joined, and
to further this object they gaw their contributionsof mater-
ial and labor. The women ofUlm gave up all their ornaments to
advance the work upon the cathedral of that city." (2)

Yet there is a side to this story which, unfortunatély,
carries u%back again to those turbulent days and reminds us
once more of the oppression and corruption that had penetrated
and permeated 8o mud1 of human life., Therefore, we feel
that to be tuueﬁo history, we should set over against the
above description of the cathedrals another which should not
surprise us, however, as we have met with the same facts
many times before. We quot#from Leas:~

"Fhile thege structures were in some degree the expres-
sion of ardent faith, yet more were they the manifestation
of the pride of the prelates who erected them, and in our
admiration of these sublime relics of the past, in whatever
reverential spirit we may view the towering spire, the long-
arched nave, and the glorious window, we must not lose sight
of the supreme effort which they cost - an effort which
inevitably fell upon suffering serf and peasant. PeterCantor
assures us that they were built out of exgctions on the poor,
out of the unhallowed gains of usury, and out ofthe lies and
deceits of the guaestumrii or pardoners; and the vast sums

s * . L . L] * b3

(1) See Foakes-Jackson, p.172. (2) Schaff, Vv, Pt. I, pp.581-58
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lavished upon them, he assures us, would be much better
spent in redeeming captives and relieving the necessities
of the helpless." (1)

Moreover, the churches were filled with men who were
not only incompetent but who cared little or nothing about
the spiritual welfare of their people. Preaching in these
churches was utterly neglected. Thus “the church slumbered
on until the spread of heresy aroused it to a sense of its
unwisdom in neglecting ® powerful a source of infl uence."(2)
It is little wonder that the Albigenses and the other kindred
sects reacted against the Church with its empty forms, its
supérsitious beliefs, its ecclesiastical bondage, and its
foorrupt clergy. (3)

C. The Historic Development
of the Conflict,

In that whidh follows it is our purpose to set forth as
briefly aé possible the chief movements and stages in that
confliet which was to reduce the most powerful house of
Toulouse to a position of s1bjection, whidh was to nip in
the bud the new advance of civilization in Southern France,
which was to set into operation the infamous machine of
persecution - the Inquisition, which together with the
armies of the church was to take a tremendous toll of human
life, not only from among the peasant stock but also from
among the nobility and the intellectual classes of Europe.(%).

We propose to organize this confliet around the four
methods which were used by the Church in opposing the

¢ ®© © © o s @

(1) Lea, I, p.23. (2) Ibid., p.23. (3) See the chagt er
above on the doctrines and practices of the Albig, p.34 ff
(4) see Moncrief, pp. 211-212,
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dissenters., In certain respects they may be said to me.rk
the different stages in‘the development of the conflict,
However, they somewhat overlap, especially the first two.
First, we shall consider the effort of the Church to
deal with them by legislation; sewmndly, by missionary
attempts to convert them; thirdly, by sending crusading
armies against them to crush them; and lastly, by the es-

tablishment of the Inquisition to extermina te them,

‘l. Legislation ageinst Heretics.

| Beginning with the Council of Toulouse in 1119, the
Chﬁrch began to issue arficles against heresy and to call
upon the secular powers to punish it.(1l) There had been
other efforts even a century earlier than this when at Orleans
in 1022 thirteen heretics were burred by the people (2);
some were hanged at Goslar in Saxony in 105l1; others were
burned at Monteforte and Milan 1034, at Cambrai and Ravenna
in 1076, and at Soissons in 1114.(3) Before the Council of
Toulouse in 1119, ecclesiastical legislation had been enforced
only by excommunication; now the way was opened by the act
of Cal ixtus II. in calling upon %the secular power to suppress
them", This order was rebeated by Innocent II. and the Lat-
eran council in 1139; again b& Rugenius IXI. and the council
of Rome in 1148; Alexander IIX. at the council of Tours in
11635 denounced in vehement terms “the detestable heresy of
the region of Toulouse" and published this decision: "Those

L . L ] < . ¢ o

51; Schaff, Vv, Pt. I, p.508. (2) Lagarde, p.448.
3) Ibid., p.448. (4) Ibid., p.452. See also Jones, II, p.lll.
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who may be taken, will be imprisoned by the CatholiC'ﬁrinces,
and their property will be confis cated;"(4) the same pope in
the Lateran council in 1179 formulated a decree aﬁathematiz-
ing the heretics of Gascony, of Albi, andof Toulouse, and
called upon the Christian Princes to enforce it., In the
council of Verona in 1184, Pope Lucius III. set forth a
series of decrees of which the following is a brief summary:
(1) Heretics after their condemnation under the canon law
shall be turned?ver to the secular powers for punishment;

(2) They are to be sought out and denounced by the faithful;
(3) The secular powers shouli}end forcible aid to the bishops,
and execute the orders proceeding from the Churd relating to
heretics. (1). |

This decree of Lueius IiI. rarked the crowning of the
repressive measures of the papacy after 1119. From 1184 the
machine to crush error was ready fo be used, Yet'it did not
work., EHeresy was thriving as never before. The secular
powers failed to do their part. It awaited the coming of
Innocent III. to set the machinery of repression and perse-
cution in motion. The long conflict was fully opened when
Innocent called upbn Louis VII., as we read in the letter
of of Innocent to Louis;-

"In order that it may be seen thou dost not carry in
vain the sword which the Lord has given thee, f rom whom every
power emanates, it isnecessary that thou should patiently bow
thy head and do my bidding so that taking up armor and shield
thou dost advance the cawe e of God among.them by the sword.
Those I mean, wht have tails tied together like little foxes,

and have begun to set fire to the harvest in the kingdom of
the Franks, while they are fighting as children against their

L L] ¢ L] . L .

(1) See Lagarde, pp.452, 453. Also Jones, p.l4 ff, See above
pr. 12, 13. Jones gives the date of the decree of Lucius III.

as being 11 but
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Therefore, we admonish they own royal serenity and we exhort
in the Lord thee for the remission of thy sins, that if pos-
gible in thy own person, or through our dear child in Christ,
Ludwig, thy son, or by some other proper person to gird up in
thy might thyself against the aforenzmed wild beasts, so that
embracing the daughter of the king, disitting on the right hand
ofher husband, 28 a true catholic thou shalt prove it by thy
deeds, commanding to the counts as well as to the barons, to
confiscate the goods of those and to proscribe the persons by
the power which heaven has granted thee." (1)

We passe therefore, to the effort of the Church by preach-

ing and missionary work to oppose the enemies of the Church,

2. Missionary Efforts.

In the yeér 1147 Bernard of Clairvaux, the greateét preach-
er of his age, traversed the country trying to win back the
people from their heretical depravity, but could not get a
hearing. @Princes and nobles protected the heretics. in 1178 a
cardinal legate, Peter, attended by numerouﬁprelates and monks,
made a similar attempt with like results. 1In 1180 Alexander IIX.
sent forth a Cardinal Henry to preach a crusade against the
Albigenses. Many were slain, andothers forced to abjure, but

the heresy remdned as powerful as before., (2). In fact the
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(L)»,..Ut igitur gladium, quem Dominibus tibi tradidit, a quo

est omnis potestas, non videaris sine causa portare; sed patienti
capiti compati te demonstres, oportet ut, apprehensis armis et
scuto, causam Dei alleges gladiis apud eos, qui, habentes caudas
quasi vulpeculae colligatas, messes in regno Francorum comburere
incoeperunt, dum pugnant quasi filii contra matrem. Monemus
igitur serenitatem regiam et exhortamur in Domino, in remis-
=ionem tibi peccaminum injungentes, guatenus, si fieri poterit,
per teipsum, wel per charissimum in Christo filium nostrum,
Ludovicum, natum tuum, aut etiam alium virum idoneum, contra
praetatas belluas potenter assurgas, quatenus filiam regis
assistentem ad dexteram sponsi varietate circumamictam, ut
Catholicus filius, sinceritatis brachiis amplexeris, per exhibi-
tionem operis manifestans, tam comites quam barones, ut illorum
bona confiscent, et proscribant personas, potestate tibi coelitus
traditea compellendo." Inn.III. PP VII, 212; Migne, Vol.215,

e D27,
%2) Newman, I, p.b550. See also Lea, I,p.120 ff,
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new church of the heresy bid fair to “supersede the Church of
Rome".(1) ZLea tells us of the territory of Raymond of Toulouse
that:-

"A large portion of his knights and gentigémen were secretly
or avowedly protectors of heresy; the common people throughout
his dominions despised the clergy and honored the heretics.

When a heretic preached they crowded to listen and applaud; when
a Catholic assumed the rare function of religious imsstruction
they jeered at him and asked him what he had to do with proclaim-
ing the Word of God." (2)

Sismondi gives us this incident:-

“When the missionaries had embarrassed their adversar ies,
or had vanquished them according to all the scholk stic rules,
then they said to the inhabita ts of the places where they had
found them 'Why do you not drive them out? Why do you not ex-
terminate them?' - 'We cannott, they replied to the bishop of
Ozma, 'we have been brought up mong them, we haw relations
amongst them, and we see the goodness € their lives.' -~ fThus?,
saye a cort emporary writer, 'does the spirit of falsehood, only
by the appearance of a pure and spotless life, lead away these
inconsiderate people from the truth.t' (3)

In 1198 Innocent IIX. sent his legates, Arnold of Citeaux
and Pierre of Castelnau of the Cistercians, with the most ex-
treme authority against the enemies of the Church in Southern
France but with little result. (4) Perrin tells us that:-

WThe Monkes who preached throughtout the countrey, found
the Princes so obdurate in their malice, that they resolved to
stay no longer there, but returned to their court ries, except

one good man, who was called Frier Peter of Chasteauneuf, who
continued preaching with one of his companions." (5)

Innocent III. sent alsoc two others of whom he tells us in
his letter to the Archbishop of Aquensis:-

"We have heard that they (the heretics) are swarming in
very many villages, and they are corrupting everybody by the
chains of error and the poison of false doctrines. We must,
therefore, devise some means in order to take these little
foxes which spoil the vineyard of the God of Hosts; such ones
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élg Lea, I, p.120. (2) Ibid., p.120.(3) Sismondi, p.14.
4) Moeller, p.390. (5) Perrin, Bk.I, Ch,2.
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_are, indeed, d fferent in agpect but they are strictly bound
together by their ta 1ls because they agree in this thing to try
to destroy Moses' rod by their evil spells. Therefore, we

have sent our beloved son, brother Rainerius, a man of holy

life and conduct, powerful in words and in deeds; and along

with him our beloved son, brother Guido, a man God-fearing and
diligent in works of charity -- we have sent them both in your
own part of the country and now we commend your brotherdiness by
means of our gostolicel writings, and we strictly enjoin you

to receive them and to treat them with love. Lik wise, to give
them such assistance against the heretics in order that by means
of them they may retract their errors and go bade to the true way
of God. And if, perhaps, they cannot convert them, drive them
away from your province in order that the faithful population
may not be seduced...If mny one of the heretics, however, will
not retract his errors after that the aforesaid brother Rainerius
has pronounced against them the sentence of excommunication, let
all their goods be confiscated and let them be proscribed from
the land. And if any one of them af ter the interdict will pre-
sume to remein in the land, let the law be stronger against such
ones....And if any one of the heretics should presume to escape
from his newpunishment let him be stoned with stones like Achan
the brother of Carmi...Itis m et that whosoever loses his faith
should lose his life also because the just must live only because
the just must live only because of his faith." (1)

. L * . - . [ ]

(1)"...in tantam jam accepimus pullulasse, ut innumeros populos
sul erroris lagueis irretierint et fermento corruperint falsi-
tatis. Cum igitur ad capiendas hujusmodi wvulpes parvulas, guae
demoliuntur vineam Domini Sabaoth, species quidem habentes di-
versas, sed caudas adinvicem colligatas, quia de vanitate con-
veniunt in idipsum, ut virga Moysi maleficorum phantasmata
deovret, dilectum filium fratrem Rainerium, virum probatae vitae
and conversationis honestae potentens idvino munere in opere et
sermone, ac cum eo ilectum filium fratrem Guidonem, virum Deum
timentem et studentem operibus charitatis, ad partes ipsas
duxerimus destinandas, fraternitati vestrae per apostolica
scripta mandamus, et districte praecipimus quatenus eos benignos
receipientes et tractantes affectu, taliter eis contra haereticos
assistatis, ut per ipsos ab errore viae suae revocentur ad
Dominum; et si qui forte converti non potverunt, ne pars sincera
trahatur, de ¥vestris finibus excludantur.,.et si qui haereticorum
ab errore suo commoniti nolverint resipiscere, postquam per
praedictum fratrem Rainerium fuerint excommunicationis sententia
innodati, eorum béna confiscerent et de terra sua proscribant,
et si post interdictum ejus in terra ipsorum praesumpserint com-
morari, gravius animadvertant in eos,.... ita quod si quis de
illo vel regulam auream furari praesumpserit, cum Achan filio
Carmi lapidibus obrustur...Nam, qui fiden adimit, vitam furatur.
Justus enim ex fide vivit," INN.III. PP, Lib.I, Epr.94; Migne,
Vol,214, »p.81. 1198 A.D. ’
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It should be noted that the Dominicag order of Friar
Preachers was the result of Dominic de Guzman's resolution
to combat the Albigénsian heresy with its own weapons. It
was in the yemr 1205 that Dominic mnd the Bishop of QOsma en-
countered the legates of the Pope, Arnold, Raoul, and
castelnau, who were returning in all their pomp of rich attire,
a vast cavalcade of horses and sumptér mules, (1) but defeated,
discomfited and almost desperate from their progréss in Langue-

doc. Then 1t was that Dominic uttered his bold and memorable

rebuke:=-

"It is not by the display ofpower andpomp, cavalcades of

- retainers, and richly houseled palfreys, or by gorgeous appard,
that the heretics win proselytes; it is by zealous preaching,

by apostolic humility, by austerity, by seeming, it is true, but
yet seeming holiness. Zeal must be met by zeal, humility by
humility, false sanctity by real sanctity; preaching fal sehood
by preaching truth.® (2)

From that day Dominic and the Bishop %“sent back their own
"horses, stripped themselves to the rudest monkish dress, and led
the way on the spiritual companign." (3) 7Yet they made little
impression., A sense of failure appears in Dominic's last ser-

mon in Languedoc:=-

WFor many years I have exnorted you in vain, with gentle-
ness, breaching, praying, and weep ing. But according to the
proverb of my country, 'where blessing can accomplish nothing,
blows may avail', We shall rouse against you princes and
prelates, who, alas, will arm nations and kingdoms against this
land...and thus blows will avail where blessings and gentlemess
have been powerless." (4)

However this missionary work continued until the year 1208

when a crisis was precipitated by the murder of Peter of Castelna

o . L . . L ] *

(13 Milmen, V, ».410. (2) Ibid., VI, » 13. (3) Ibid., V, ».411.
(4) Article nn Dominic in Enecy. Brit., by E. C. Butler.
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by two unknown assassins.(l) This was the signal for
Innecent III. to strike the blow that was to devastate the
land and crush the heretics of Southern France. A crusade

was preached and the armies of the Pope set in motion.

3. The Wars Against the Heretics.’

The wars'against the heretics lasted over a period of
about twenty years. from the jear 1209 when about two hun-
dred thousand men marched on Garonne (2), until the yea 1229
when Raymond accepted the conditions proposed by the papal
legate (3).

An extended account of thispart of the conflict, however,
which is so rich in material and also in human interest, is
not essential to our thesis. We shall, therefore, give only a
summary view of the movements of the struggle. |

In the spring of 1207, because Raymond ofToulouse had re-
fused to sign an agreement whereby armed forces from without
might enter his territory to exterminate the heretics, he was
excommunicated by the legate Peter de Castelnau. In fonfirma-
tion of the sentence Innocent III. wrote to Raymond on May 29th,
in these words:-

"If we could open your heart, we should find, and would
point out to you, the detestable abomlnatlons that you have
committed; but as it 1sharder than the rock, it is in vain to

strike it with the words of salvation: we cannot penetrate it.
Pestilential man! What pride has seized your heart, and what

L) » L4 . L L] L

(1) See Schaff Vv, Pt. I, p.509, Also I_,ea, I, p.145; also Flick,
p.522. (2) Lagarde D. 455, (3) schaff, v, Pt. I, p.513,



folly to refuse péace with your neighbors, and to brave the
~divine laws by protecting the enemies of the faith? If you do
not fear eternal flames, ought you not to dread theit emporal
chastisements, which you have merited by so many crimeseo® (1)

ON November 17th, 1207, Innocent III. wrote Philip Augustus
of France %“exhorting him to declare war agaim t the heretics,
the enemies of God and the Church, and promising him, in reward,
in this life the confiscation of all their goods, and in the
other the same indulgences as were gra ted to those who com-
batted the infidels in the Holy Land."(2)

The assassim tion of Peter de Castelnau took place January
16th, 1208. The Pope imme diately blamed Raymond of Toulouse.

On March 16th , Innocent issued letters to all the prelates in
the infected provinces that every Sunday and every holy day (3)
Raymond & ould be “publicly anathematized in all the churches® =

v

and:-

Was following the canonical sa ctions of the holy fathers,
we must not observe faith towards those who keep not faith to-
wards God, or who are separated from the communion of the faith-
ful, we discharge, by apostolic authority, all those who be-
lieve themselves bound towards this count, by any oath either
of alliance or of fi delity; we permit every catholic man, sav-
ing the right of his principal lord, to pursue hisperson, to
occupy and retain his territories, espcially for the purpose of
exterminating heresy.® (4)

In a generd epistle to the faithful Innocent wroteg-

"0 most mighty soldiers of Christ, most brave warriors; ye
oppose the agents of anti-Christ, and ye fight agaim t the ser-
vants of the 0ld serpent. Perchance up to this time ye hawve

L] L] L - L L ] [ ]

(1) sismondi, p.43. See Ep.INN. III, Lib. X, Epp.69; Migne,
Vod. 215., pp. 1166-1168. (2) Ibid, pp.44-47. See Inn. III.
Epistolae, Lib. X, Epp. 149; Migne, Vol. 215, pp. 1246-1248.
(3) Milman, V, p. 419. (4)7sismondi, pp. 46-47. Sismondi here
refers to Petri Vallis Cern. Cap. vii., p.564,
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fought for transitory glory, now fight for the glory which

is everlasting. Ye have fought for the body, fight now for
the soul. Ye have fought for the world, now do yefi ght for
God. For we have not exhorted you to the service of God for
a worlély prize, but for the heavenly kingdom, which for this
reason we promise to you with all confidence." (1)

Innocent had offered, as Sismondi tells us:-

v ,.to those who should take the cross against the Pro-
vencals, the utmost extent of indulgence...As soon as these new
crusaders had assumed the sacred sign of the cross...they were
instantly placed under the protection of the Holy See, freed from
the payment of the interest of their debts, and exempted from
the jurisdiction of all the tribunals; whilst the war which they
were invited to carry on, at their doors almost without danger
or expense, was to extirpate all the vices and crimesof a whole
life...It was then, with transports of joy, thatithe faithful
received the new pardons which were offered them, and  much
the more, that far from regarding the return they were cal led
vpon to make, as painful or da gerous, they would willingly have
undertakéngit for the pleasure alone of doing it. War was their
passion, and pity for the vanguished had never troubled their
pleasure. The discipline of the holy wars was much less severe
than that of the political, whilst the fruitsofivictory were much
more alluring. In them, they might, without remorse, as well
as without restraint from their officers, pillage &1 the prop-
erty, massacre all the men, and violate the women and children.
The crusaders to the East knew well that the distance was so
great, as to give them little chance of bringing home ghe booty
which they had gained by their swords; but instead of riches, whi
which the faithful were to seek at a distance, and tear from
barbarians, of whose languwge they were ignorant, they were of-
fered the harvest of a neighbouring field, the spoil of a house
which they might carry to their own, and captives, abandoned to
their desires, who o oke the same langusge with thems elves.
Never before had the cross been taken up with a more unanimous
consent." (2)

Terror-stricken at the coming storm; Raymond submitted him-
self to the Pope and endured the utmost of humiliation. On
the 18th of June 1209 he suffered him elf "to be conducted into
the Church of 8t. Silles, with a cord about his neck and his
shoulders naked, and there received the discipline around the
altar. After 4 1 these humiliations, he was allowed to take

e 0 & & & & o

(1) Schaff v, Pt.I, p.510. See Inn,III., Lib. XI, Epp. 230;
Migne, Vol. 215, p,1546, -

(2) Sismondi, pp. 47-49.
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the mross agairs t the heretics, and it was by favor that he
was permitted to join those who were about to attack his
nephew, becoming their guide‘for that purpose.® (1)

In the meantime, Count Raymond Roger had strengthened
the fortifications and had prepared his people to make their
aefense in the cities of Beziers and Carcassonne, In the
middle of July 1209 the crusaders arrived under the walls of
Beziers. From the repbrtskof the papal legates Arnold and Milo
we have the following account of the taking of the city:-

~ Wghile they were treatim with those barons about the
liberation of those who within that city were reputed to be
Catholics, ribalds and others mean persons and unarmed per-
sons went forward without awaiting for the command of the lead-
ers and made an incursion agairnst tihe city. While ours were
looking on at the cry, To arms! To arms! hardly in the space
of two or three hours they crossed the moat and the wal 1s and
they took the city of Bittern, and not listening to any order
from ours they put to the edge of the sword nearly 20,000
persons of every age and sex. Thus they utterly destroyed the
enemy, they spoiled and burned the entire city, & owing very
carefully that the divine vengeance was in this thing. The
spreading of such a great miracle caused all the others to be
terrified so that they ran up to the mountains and by-ways be-
tween Bittern and Carcassonne abandoning more than a hundred
noble fortresses, and leaving al 1l the food and &ll the baggage
which they did not want to take with them in their rapid flight.
Among such fortresses there were several which by the nature
of the place, by the human and artificial me ans of defense it
seems that they could have been able to easily withstand for a
long time our army which is so irs ignificant.® (2)

{1; Sismondi, pp.55, 56. See also Lea, I, pp. 149-151,
2) *,..dum tractaretur cum baronibus de liberatione illorum qui
in civitate ipsa catholici censebantur, ribaldi et alii viles

et inermes personae, non exspectato mandato principum, in civi-
tatem fecerunt insultum, et mirantibus nostris, cum clamaretur:
Ad arma, ad arma quase sub duarum vel trium horarum spatio,
transcencis foassatis ac muro, capta est civitas Biterrensis,
nostrique non parcentes ordini, sexui, vel aetati, fere viginti
milia hominum in ore gladii peremerunt; factague hostium strage
permacima, psoliata est tota civitas et succensa, ultione

divina in eam miragbiliter saeviente. Disseminato ergo rumore
tanti miraculi usque adeo territi sunt universi, ut montana
perentes et invia, inter Bitterrensem et Carcassonam religquerunt
castra nobilia plusquam centam, referta tamen cibariig et reliqu
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We are tod that when the knights learned that they had
triumphed without fighting they inquired of the legate Arnold
how ther should distinguish the Catholics from the heretics,
and the legate made this much celebrated reply: "Kill them all:
the Lord will know well those who are his%,(l) Sismondi goes
on to tell usthat:-

“"The whole multitude, at the moment when the crusaders be-
came masters of the gates, took refuge in the churdies; the
great cathedral of St. Nicaise contained the greatest numbers;
the canons, clothed with their cdhoral habits, surroumed the
altar, and sounded the bells as if to express their prayers to
the furious assailants; but these supplications of brass were
as little heard as those of the human voice. The bells ceased
not to sound, till, of that immense multitude, which had taken
refuge in the church, the last had been massacred, Neither were
those spared who had = ught Bn asylum in the other d&urches;
seven thousand dead bodies were counted in that of the Mag-
dalen alone. When the crusaders had massacred the lastliving
creature in Beziers, and had pillages the houses of all that
they thought worth carrying off, they set fire to the city, in
~every part at once, and reduced it to a vast funereal pile. Not
a house remd ned standing, not one human being alive.® (2)

L] * . L - L4 L]

supellectili quam fugientes secum nequiverant asportare: inter
quae castra erant gquamplurima adeo natura loci, viris divitiis-
que munits ut viderentur insulsum nostri ereratus posse facile
longissimo tempore sustinere.® Inn. III., Lib. XII, Epp. 108,
109; Migne, Vol., 216, p.139.

(1) sismondi, pp. 58-61. See footnote ofSchaff, Vv, Pt. I, p.511
from Caesar of Heisterbach V 21, Straage ed., I. 302, “Coedite
eos, novit enim dominus qui sunt ejus.®

(2) sismondi, pp. 58-61, Perrin gives these additional details:
"The Citie being taken, the Priests, Monkes and Clerkes came
forth of the great Church of Beziers, cd led 8t. Nazari, with
Banner, the Crosses, their holy-water, bare headed, attired wik
the ornaments of the Church, and singing Te Deum Laudamus, as a
signe of joy that the Towne was taken and purged of the Albi-
genses. The soldiers who had received command of the Iegate

to kill all, ranne in upon them, break the order of their pro-
cession, made the heads and armes of the Priests to fly about,
striving who should doe best, in such manner, that they were all
cut in pieces.®" Perrin, Bk.I, Ch.4, pp. 22, 23.
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& Carcassonne was the next victim of the armies. Raymond

Roger attended by 300 knights had left the city to treat with

the legate. But, we read:-

"The legate was profoundly penetrated with the maxim of
Inne ent III., that 'to keep faith with those who have it not,
is an offense against the faith.!'! He caused the young viscount
to be arrested with 4 1 the knights who followed him, and con-
fided him to the care of Simon de Mor fort. Hw ever, all the
people of the city escaped during the night through a secret
underground passage. But he announced that on the 15th day of
August, the day of the occum tion of the city, he had signed
a capitulation, by which he prmitted all the inhabitants to
quit it with their lives only. He thought it alsoc proper, for -
the honour of the holy church, not to let it be supposed that
all the heretics had escaped him. His scouts had collected in
the fields a certain number of prisoners, and amongst the
fogitives from Carcassonne some had been overtaken ad breught
to the camp. He had in his handg besi des, the three hundred
knights who had accompanied the viscount. Qut of all these,
he made choice, for execution, of 450 men and women, who might
be suspected of heresy. Four hundred he caused to be burned
alive, and the remaining fifty to be hanged.® (1)

The principal object of the crusade was now accomplished,
The time of service of the crusaders had expired; the Count of
Toulousé had been humiliated; Raymond Roger was a prisoner and
soon died in prison, under very suspicious cidcumstances (2);
two cities had been-destroyed and the whole court ry devastated;
thows ands of victimépad perished by the sword; others driven
from their burning homes, were wa dering in the woods and moun-
tains, and sinking each'day under the pressure of want; those
who had survived were frozen with terror and were silent - this
was the ruin of so fair a country as we saw above in southern
France,

Simon de Montfort, the veteran crusader, was the general
of the armies. It was said of him that, "he was remarkable

. e o & o s e

(1) sismondi, pp. 65, 68. (2) Ibid., pp. 73-75.
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for his regularity in the exercise of religion, daily hear-
ing of masses and the offices of the canonical hours; and he
was upheld by a lofty confidence in the protection of heaven."
But with these better qualities were combire é certaln vi ces,
g vast ambition, a daring unscrupulousness as to the meansof
pursuing his objects, a ruthless irmd ifference to human suffer-
ings, and an excessive and undisguised ram city." (1)

Simon de Mort fort afterwards in 1210 conducted an army to
a siege of the castle of Min;rva, which by deception and
treachery he took on July 22nd of that year. Of what took
place there we have already made méntion above (2). At Minerva
we had a most marvelous exmple of the religious fervor and sted-
fastness of thos e people when 140 of them precipitated them-
selves into the flames "which evered the whole square with a
tremendous conflagration,....after having commerd ed their
souls to that God in whose cause they suf fered martyrdom.® (3)

At the fall of Lavaur in May, 1211, "they collected the
innumerable heretics which the castle conta ned and burned
them alive with the utmost of joy after they had already mas-
sacred eighty of the knights." (4).

In'the vear 1213 Simon de Montfort won a brilliant vice-
- tory at the battle of Muret overPeter of Aragon who had joined
Count Raymond of Toulouse in the protection of his lands. At
the Lateran council in 1215, Raymond was deposed and Simon was

- L » ® * ] L ]

(1) Smith, p.613. Smith cites Robertsn, III, pp. 350, 351,

{2 See above pp. 32, 33. For full aco unt see Slsmondl Pp.85-8 17
3) Sismondi, ».87. (&) Ibid., ».98. Bernardus Guidonis Vita
Innocentii III., ».482. He informs us that 400 heretics were

burned at Louvain,
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was néw the master of Languedoc, even against the desires of
Innocent III. In a other campaign Simon's forces were not so
successful and Simon himself was killed under the walls of the
city of Beaucaire which at the tire he was besieging. Honorius
IIT. who had succeeded Innocent in 1216, made a eall upon
Philip Aﬁgustus of France in 1218, a other in the following year
on his son primce Louis, a third in 1222, and again in 2 23
after Louis VIII. had just ascended the throne. These cd 1s
met with only 2 small response. But in the yea 1226, Louis
with fifty thousand men captured Avignon in Provence while his
lieutenants did successful work in Languedoc. Although at the
time when Louis was suddenly taken by death, they were almam:t
on th%@oint of subduing fhe Albigenses, yet about the only
result achieved was to add to the desolation of Southern
France, 1In R 28 after Languedoc was "“every dgy devastated are w
by the French", “the.papacy at length decided to extinguish
the fire it had kindled". It desired that Raymond VII., the
son of Count Raymond, should be head of Toulouse and that the
power of the French should be restrained. This was not easy as
the French did not wish to leave Languedoc, But through the
shrewd diplomacy of the pzp al ® gate a compromise was accepted
whereby (a) Raymond VII. was head of Toulouse, after having
given proof of the purity of his faith; (b) he was to marry
his daughter to a brother of the French king; and (c¢) he was

to assure the transmission of the county of Toulouse to‘the
issue of his marriage, am, in case the family became extinct,
to the crown of France (1). This was adopted by the Assembly

(1) Bee Lagarde, pp. 456-459; Also Lea, I, p.203.
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of Paris in 1229. Thus ended the war of the Albigenses.(1).

4, The Establishment of the Inquisition.

What was not accomplished by the c rusading armies o the
Churd& was very effectively completed by the Inquisition.

Here again we must limit ourselves.

"By the term Inquisition is meant a tribunal whid wasde-
voted to the search for heresy and its suppression.® (2) The
tribunal was established in 1184 at Verona by Pope Lucius III.
(3)’ The following is the pontifical text;-

"All the archbishops and bif ops shd 1 visit once or twice
a year in person, or by their archdeacons, or by other honour-
able persons, the place31n their dioceses where the presence
of heretics may be indicated by popular rumour. Upon arriving
there they shall apply to three or four men of good repd ation,
or, if it g pears necessary, to all the inhabitants of the place
and shall command them to engage themselves by oath (si expedire
videhir jurare compellat) to denounce after diligent Search
those whom they know to be heretics, thosewho frequent secret
meetings, those whose manner of life is pe'culiar. The bishops
or their archdeacons shall cause the accused to appear, who
shall be punished if they fail to exculpate tnemselves. (4)

Thus the Inquis tion began in the hands of the bishops.
This stage might be called that of the "episcopal ingquisitiont.
In 1198 Inne ent III. sent k gates into Languedoc to supple-
ment the bishops, this was the %"legatine inquisition®, Yet in
these forms it had not been able to overcome heresy, and no-
thing less than an army was needed. Hw ever in 1231 it passed
into a third stage when it was placed in the hands of the
Dominicans and thus became the "monasticﬁnquisition" (5). The

e ® © o & o @

(1§ See Schaff, v, Pt.I, pp. 513, 514. (2) Lagarde, v.496.
(3) See above, p.13. (4) Lagarde, p.496, (5) Ibid., pp., 497, 49
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following isan extract from the edict of 1228:-

"¥e order our barons, bailiffs, and other subjects,
both present and future, to purg@our dominions of heresy,
to search out the heretics, to deliver them over without
delay to the ecclesiastical authority, in order that,
according fo its judgment,they may be dealt with as they
ought to be dealt with.® (1)

So‘well did tle inquisition do its work tlmt “after
the thirteenth century, heresy in Southern France was
aimost like a noiseless underg:ound ssreém“‘(2). It
repreéénted the culmination of all measures for the re-
pfession and extermination of the dissenters. "Its his-
tory preseﬁts what 1is probably-the most revolting speé-
tacle in the annals of civilized Europe.“(s) As Lea says,
"The battle of toleration against persecution had been
fought and lost® (4). ®From first to last the pobes were
its chief promoters® (5). With its excommunications mnd
its interdicts, its bribes and its spy system, its impris-
onment and confiscation oﬂpropgrty, its torture and death
penalty, - it presented a mighty contrast to the discip-
line of lave which wq&ind in 8t. Paul's precept to the
Galatians, "Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault,
ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit
of meekness, considering thyrself, lest thou also be
tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens and so fulfil the
law of Christ.® (6)

Lea again pﬁints out an interesting fact concerning
this persecution:-

L] * . . . - L ]

%1; Lagarde, p.500. (2) Schaff, V, Pt.I, p.514.
3) Ibid., p.515. (4) Lea, I, p.208., (5) Schaff, v, Pt.I,
p.519. (6) Gal.6&, 2.
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fan is seldom wholly consistent in the practical
application of his principles, and the persecutors of
the thirteenth century made one concession to humanity
and common-sense which was fatal to the completeness of
the theory on which they acted. To carry out fully, they
should have proselyted with the sword among all non-
Christians whom fate threw in their power; but from this
they abstained. Infidels who had never received the faith,
such as Jews and Saracens, were not to be compelled to
Chris tianity. Even their children were not to be baptized
without mrental consent, as this would be contrary to
natural justice, as well as dangeroué@o the purity of the
faith., It was necessary thaﬁthe misbeliever should have
been united with the Church by baptism in order to give her
jurisdiction over him." (1)

Sismondi summarizes this whole conflict as follows:~

"We have thus traced the total extinction of the first
reformation. The slaughter had been so prodigious, the
massacres so universal, the terror so profound, and of so
long duration, that the church appeared to have completely
attained her object, The worship of the reformed Albigenses
had everywhere ceased. All teaching was becoming impossible.
Almost all the doctors of the new church had perished in a
frightful manner; and the very small number of those who had
succeeded in escaping the crusaders, had sought an asylum in
. the most distant regions, and were abite to avoid new perse-
cutions only by preserving the most absolute silence respec-
ting their doctrines, and their ancient discipline. The
private believers, who had not perished by the fire and the
sword, or who had not withdrawn by flight from the scruting
of the Inquisition knew that they could only save their lives
by burying their secret in their own bosoms. For them
there were no more sermons, no more prayers, no more Chris-
tian communion, no more instruction; even their children
were not acquainted with their secret sentiments.® (2)

Could not Faber's hymn well be applied to these people?

"Paith of our fathers' living still
In spite of dungeon, fire, and sword.®

Were not many df the Albigenses who were chained in
"prisons dark - still in heart and conscience free"? This
is some thing of the question we raiséd at the beginning.
We hope that its answer has already made itself manifest.

Let us set it before us.

s & & » . ° e

(1) Lea, I, p.242. (2) Sismondi, pp. 132, 133.
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

At the beginning of our study we made the statement
that there is this essential principle, which we call
puritanism, which exists in the heart of mankind such that
it rises in protest when the forms of religion bring upon
men a 9 iritual bondage, and religion is deprived of gpiritual
values which are real, becoming corrupted and rendered ine
capable of satjsfying the needs of the human soul. This
spirit in its‘revolt demands a higher life and seeks to lay
hold on that which will satisfy the inmost needs of men.

In the Albigenses we have traced them in their origin
and development. Whether or not they were the possessors of
the true apostolic Christianity, if we undertake to under-
stand their belief with relation to the situation out of
which it came, it stands in an entirely different light.
Behold the corrupticn of the Church, the ignorance of the
clergy, and the superstition that had become a part of the
established religion.

The heart of this problem is expreésed in the question
of Everwinus of Steinfeld in hishuestion to Bernard. He
had just witnessed the burning of severai heretics. These
are his words :=-

"What is very amazing, they came to the stake, and
bare the pain, not only withpatience, but even with joy.
Were I with you, PFather, I should be glad to ask you, how
these members of Satan o uld persist in their heresy with

such courage and constancy, as is scarcely to be found in
the most religious believers of Christianitye® (1)

L] . ® . ] L] &

(1) ¥ilman, III, p.378.
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Lea would answer to the above question theat “A pro-
found conviction of the emptiness of sacerdotal Christian-
ity, of its failure and approaching extinction, and of the
speedy triumph of their own faith, may partially explain
the unselfish fervor which 1t excited among the poor and
illiterate.® (l) |

On the matter of doctrine we should not to be too
critical of the Albigenses. They were not the first people
to have found difficulty in regard to the @ oblem of good
and evil in the world, neither are they last. They did be-
lieve in a God, and had their interpretation of Christ and
emphasized greatly the baptism of the Hbly Spirit. Wwith
respect to the Scriptures, their people on an average were . -
better versed in them than the people of the Church of their
day who were forbidden them. Their doctrine & the Church
consisted primarily in a rejection of that whiéi was common-
ly followed within the Church of Rome. It may be that some
day documents will be found whidr will dispel the grest un-
certainty surrounding this question and which will eﬁable
men to draw a line between the true and the false in the
representation of them which we have received from their
enemies,

But on the question of their manner of life there is
little room for dispute. As someone has said, "Their manner

of life was more puritan than their doctrine! 1In this they

(1) rea, I, p.89.
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have been dis tinguished from t heir ere mies. Their éimp
- plicity of life, their honesty, their thrift, their tem-
per&a:nce, their purity, their modesty, their simplicity
of worship, and their devotion and stedfastness to their
faith all sténd in contrast to that which was prevalent
in their day and particularly among the religious leader-
ship. As in Steinfeld's question, whence their religious
zeal? Whence their utter devotion to their belief? Whence
theirvpurity of life9 - unless there had been something
genuine underlying all and motivafing them. Men do not
usually choose to die as those died at Orleans, and Miner-
va, along with thousands oﬂbthers, unless there is some-
thing.genuine, something that calls them to rise above all
manner of pain and sorroﬁ of this life. Why should they not
have yielded to the preaching of the papal mis sionaries or
made their reconciliation with the Churd before the crusad-
ing armies or the torch and stake brought upon them devas-
tation, death, and utter deso lation? In the end they had
everything to lose and what had they to gain? Who could
withstand the power and the methods of the In@uisitionf How
coﬁ&d they dare resist the irresistable as those of thé
Church believed her fo be? The e ssence of the answer to
these questions we believe to be in this’principle which
we have stated,

It should be noted that this principle was not con-
fined solely to those who were denounced gs heretics and
persecuted as such., This period of the Medieval Church was

one that was vibrant with various mor ements We beheld the

-
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culture that was t aking hold on southern France, we noted
efféorts within the Church such as those of Bernard for
reform, we could fairly agree that in the Crusades tlere
was much of genuine religious zeal and enthusiasm, in the
mendicant orders was an effort to carry salvation to man-
kind and to reclaim the sinner, in the great cathedrals we
beheld hymns of stone, and among those whom we named as
the‘great schoolmen were not &2 only ﬁen who were alive to
new ideas and thoughts, who were devoted to learning, but
also men of deep piety and sincere treligious devotion., It
is not strange then that the people of southern France aﬁd
of many other parts of Ew ope should have pa taken of the
guickened life of their age. Wherein they met opposition
and disaster was that they differed with the dogm%bf the
Church and that was heresy, and heresy was the worst form of
sin, worthy of the worst punishment.

We repat the words of Dr. Schaff, truly "It was an age
of bright lights and deep shadows, of strong faith and strong-
er superstition, of sublime heroism and wild passions, of as-
eetic self-denial and sensual indulgence, of Christian de-
votion and barbarous cruelty." (1) Protestant generations
that have been since sitting in judgment upon the barbarous
measures, conceived and pushed by the papacy, have wondered
whether another movement, stirred by the power of the Gos-
pel will not yet arise iﬁ the old domain that responded to
the religious dissent" - the puritanism if we may so csll it -

and received the warm blood of the Albigenses." (2)

o ° . . [ 2 L ) *

(1) schaff, v, Pt.I, p.4. (2) Ibid., p.51l4.
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Thus we believe that we have shown that in the Albi-
gensian movement; regardless of the orthodoxy or heterodoxy
of the formal tenetqbf their faith, there was a manifestation
of that longing of the religious nd ure for immediate access
to God which throughout all the centuries has protested
against anything which intrudes between the seeking, as-

piring spirit of man and the infinite heart of God.
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