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VAmang thé:Pauiinafwritingajthe Epistle tattie Romans
is thought te be tha graatest by mans Christians. But4thara
are some who believe ﬁhat ﬁpheszans 18 the greatest. In Romans
Paul earafully anﬁ 193&&&113 axplains the gospel of God. But
in Ephe&iana, afﬁsr a brief &alutation, Paul 1mmsdiately sings
praises to aoafs etarnal purgeae in Christ, and takes the con-
eluaion of Eomana as the ﬁccepﬁeﬁ 3tarting~paint.1 Coleridge
pronounced Ephasians to he "one sf the divinest campesitions

of man., "2

xadgett estimates the Ep&atla as not. only "the
orown and mliﬁax of the Pauline theology, but of the New Tasta—
ment'as a whale,'3 carvsr goes further and says, "the greatest

piece of writ;ﬁg xn all hiatcry ié this Ephesian Ey&stle.“q

gcaasion and Purpose of the Pagg~ In the middle of

th@ last deaada, as a baginner in the Christian faith, this
student sat unﬁar & teaahar who hela an ultra—dispanaational
viewpainm infhia interpratation of the Scriptures. This taach—r
er laid great stress on the importance of the Jewish peopla

in the plan af God; but he winimized the churoh by making 1¢

2 mere ”after-thonght“ af God, or a 'parenthasia* in the divine «

program auring which salvation, rejected by the Jews in their

‘ 1. J.a. L&&gatt Gad in christ Jesus' A stu of ss.
yaul'ﬁ Epistle to the gphesi 8 (London: Charles H. Ke

“Pe L.
" 2. 8.7. coleridge, Table Talk (Edinburgh: John c;ranc

1905), p. 82, ?ha date of tThis particular table talk was
May 25, 1830.

a. Lié.gﬂtt, 0 Q ait.' pt 30 -
. . W.0. Carver, The Glory of God in the christian call-
"“gg (mnshvills, mann..,area




, , » “ive
repudiation of the Messish, was offered to the Gentiles.
After the ”chureh age," which will be terminated by the Secanﬁ
Goming of christ and tha 9ra§ture“ of the Church, God agein o
will daal with the Jews in order ta’bring abcut His purpesa.
This teacher taughn ﬁh&t t&e Ghureh is a 'mysbary‘ unknown ec .
the propnats of the 0ld ?esb&ment and explained: that the New
?eatament CHurch is 1n,na w&y related to the proyhatia promises
or to the K&ngdsa of ch in,tha 014 Testament. Since the
writer was still new in chriat and did not have much knowledge .
of the Saripturas, he aea@pta& the view to be the only true one
_ without much tbinking. L e | -
During his unﬁergraausca aaﬁinﬁfy\éa?s, this student

was exposed to a View which was decidedly opposed to the dis-
pensational view of the Church. At that time 1t was & very
painful‘@xger&&ﬁﬁe fér him to admit that his then~aedaptsd‘view :
could be wrong.ffﬁut by and ﬁy‘he‘hgganeto grasp'held of a
larger view Qfﬂﬁha‘churah.ia rélaﬁiﬂh to the eternal, unchang-
ing plan whleh’ﬁé&v*purpdsaa before the fnandafion of the
world® (ef. Ephesianﬁ,lﬁh). The 014 and the New Testements
beaame one unified bock to his mind, Bacauaa of this expari~
ence, tha student ha& been 1nter&aﬁ@d in this subject for quite
some time. TN L

| 1In his Inatit;um of tha ci:ristian Religion John calvin

devoted about one third of the whole work to the subject of the
5

"Holy Catholie Church.” of aeuraa; this student realizes that

5. Acoording to the English translation by Henry
Beveridge (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
,1957), out of 1258 pages, 400 pages are give to this subject.
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‘1£'was‘a‘big,183ue &u:iag tﬁa Reformation Period. ﬁeverthe-‘
~ less, it ﬁ%figitély shows tha importance of the suﬁject.u It
‘has been' taken ﬁ§ﬂand discussed throughout the history of Chris-
Vtiaﬁity. ‘AnﬁJgadgg§ §§1g;a;pag‘witﬁ:the scumenical movement,
there has been é7t§emendcu§ 1nt§rast éri&ing on the aubjec%,‘
~ Many books have been written about 1t. Many denominations are
sé:iauﬁlylengaéeéighfé ra-shinkiﬁg of thé nature and mission
of the ehureh.:Tﬁruly Coates is*right in saying, "The Church
is the‘elua to §ha Bibia‘aa’ﬁlstsry,‘and it is also the cul-
‘mination of the Bible as thaelogy. w6 Thus the lmportance of
the subject in itself, @euplad with the special interest 1n

- the subjeab in eur dag, anﬁ the atuﬁant's own personal 1nterest

‘*‘1n 1t, have led him to take up tha 3ubject at this ‘time.

In the graat E@istle to th@ Ephesians we hava the first~x
hanﬁ informaﬁien on the subject of the Church. In keeping with |
this main;faatura,‘ﬁetzgar E&yﬁ, *The theme of this trgatise‘
is the glory af ahrist in the churah o o 97 The purposa“ef
this paper, th@n, is to make & atudy of tha 1mp0rtan§ aspe&te
of the Church in hhis Epistle.

Belimitatian af thﬁ Papsr' Just as other agiatlea 1n

the New Testament, the Ephasian Letter has many problems., Wha

wasg the author?s Was 1t ?aul or an unknown admirer of paul, as

é. K L. Sohmidt The church, trans, by F.R. Coates
("Bible Key Words from Gerhard Kittel's Theologisches Wirterbuch
zum Neuen Testament®; London: Adam and Charles Rlack, 1938), Pe Vo

7. Bruce M. Metzger, "Paul's Vislon of the Church

Theology Today, Vol. VI (Apr. 1949 - Jan. 1950), p. 49.
' . The present writer holds Pauline authorship.




Geoaspeed saysv Or was ib a writer who used Paul'a colassian o
letter, as Holtzm&an believes? Where was the place Gf writ-
1ng? Wae 1t Rome or caaaarea or gphesus? when was 1t writtang.
How is it related tQ ﬁel@&si&nﬁ and othﬁr Kam mastamanz apisw h
tles? Truls th@se ars reai prablema. an&ver, hhia~payar will
not deal with all these problems. It aims to treat only the
prablamﬂ havlng direat baaringa upon important aspects of the
concept of the church 1n tha Let%@r. ‘ /
ﬁethcd af ﬁ?preaah. wa accomplish ‘the purpcse, the

‘paper is div&é&& 1nto twm parts» {1) Part One 1a 1nxr0duetcry.
It seeks for an anﬁwer to th@ quastien whather the Ephasian
Letter deals with a loeal ahnrﬁh or one universal churoh. {2)
part Two 1s(tha-main’baéy of the paper. The paper will deal
with 1mp0rtantfas§@ctﬂ af,ﬁh§~chureh in the Letter. After
the study ;n“§3ft'§w0;;thé conelusion of the whala‘étuay«will
be &rawﬁ. e .
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In the ﬁew @est&mant %h@ xer& “ehurch" can comprahenﬁ ‘
only two baeie m&aning£~ "{1} ths 100&1 cangregatian whather
ealle& at ene pl&ae for worahﬁp or not and (2) the Church 'UnA~‘
| versal' whath@r eamprising,all 196&1 aongragatiens on earth
or ecmprising aise tha aamyany of tha redesmed in hmaven.

@hese twe - tha 1&@&1 aﬁngregatian and the universal
Church -- are inseparabls ralatad as ‘each individual atuﬁent
is relateﬂ t& a particular 3aheal. ~However, just as a student
can navar be a~whe1@ sah0914 a leaal*aahgragation eaﬂ"never bé 1 
the whole 0n$*un&verﬁal cnurchw; Prﬁblsms or ehar&atsristias
of a local chursh are not neaassarily the problems or eharae»
teristios er ‘the ens un&v&rsal cnurch. ﬁ

wharerara, 1t is very important ta determine at the out-
_set uh@thar tb& Lettar to tha Ephesians 13 daaling primarily
‘with a local eangregatian @r with the one. universal church.

To da this two thlngs ah&ll be ocnal&ara&., Flrst, the daatina~
ition of the Epiatle will be‘aonsiéared. And aeeonﬁ the tgrm
§KkAhe-ia. 1n the ﬁpwtla w111 be studied.

l. Brace ﬁ. xebzg@r,“Paulis Viaion of the Ghurch "
Theology Poday, VI (Apr.-dan‘ 1949~50), p. 53.
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. m I}ES%‘XH&?XM oF T

\  The ﬁastination af th@ Epistla can giva a elu@ ﬁﬁ to i
‘ whether a 103&1 ahureh ar the one &niversal Church ia baing
aadrsgsed.‘ Te flnd out whaﬁ tha deatinat&na is, two things
shall be acmaﬂ.&amﬁ* (J.) 'me taxtual problem of év ’E fé‘a-ql
and (2) Other internal evidences.

I. The Textual Problem of‘ sv ’Ewc—qu

Altncugh the King James Veraien mentions the &sstinaa
tion of ths Epiﬁﬁl@ uncritiaally as 'at gphesus' 1n verse ona,
there 1s, slong with zha tra&ih&an&l viaw, a textual problem
as to whatmr ev Efto'lv Ehoum be imludec’i m the salutation
“or nah. By raeagaizing thla problam, variaus versions takes
’aiffarant shanﬁa., wha ﬁm&r&aan Standard Versien of 1901 puta
at Epheaus' in thﬁ main taxt but’ says in the footnota, “aome
verw anaianﬁ autharitias o&it 'an &phasua' w2 James xeffatt'&
translatian.omita tha worda frsm tha text, but says in the faat—
note, "cmittmg .gy E¢ sa—q’ "3 *:i‘he Revimd Standard Version .
of 1952 emlta the worda fr@m ths text and ‘explains in the foot-
nete, “othar ansiant autgoritiaa raaa 'who are at Ephasus ana
faithful' ,“, J. B. Phillips' translation of 1958 B8ays in the
text, *tc all f&ithfu; ahr&gtians.at Ephesus (an& other plaegs"

& ’*‘,
T

~ 2. Tha Haly Eibla, ﬁmeriaan Standard Version (New York:
Thomas Nelson & sons, 1901), p. 213.
3. The Bible, A new translation by James Moffatt (New
York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1922), p. 241.
The Holy Bible, Revised Standard Version (Kew York:
,mwm&@ma&@m,wﬁhg.m%“ « .
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where this lattef is read);”ﬁ ‘mhus,;ﬁedern translators of the |
Bible recognize ’che problem of gy /‘E¢£"rv . -

In arder~tc~faea the issue justly, one dannat consider
only the various Qpinions of versiaas. ‘How do these words
stand in varieus axisting manuaeripta? According to the read-
ings given in the apparatus ‘of Restl&*a Text, the following |
manuscripts nmluae £v E¢£rql A ('I‘he Codex Alexandrinus of 3
a fifth cenbury manuscript, It giveg the rather poor 'Syrian* ;
type of text 1a<th@ gaapals, but 1n‘the other bccka it 1B.éne |
of the pr&mary witnesses fer the purest type of text, tha
*Reutral'),é' B (The Codex Bezae of a sixth eentury uncial,

It is ®"our ahief manuseript of the Hastern type of taxt o o o
is a very peouliar anﬁver:atic typa"), 5! (The so«eallad
Koine, i.e., the text gécénsicn which in Antlioch and later in
ccnstantinapla‘atiaiﬁa& géhebal ciréulation. ‘It includes

K.L. 0142 and other minor manuaeripts),B and, @ (Bcgrneriaﬁns,’
‘which 18 the ﬁin%h eentury manusaript).\ |

Over agaiast the above witneases, the following manu-
soripts omit EV ’Ec}sﬂg ?ﬂ'é (The third century "Chester
Beatty® papyrus, aantainlng the text whioh is far closer to B -
the Neutral than to the Western ana 1s not Syrien in the laast),"
B (The cgéex Vatieanus, which is the moat important fourth-

5 The Kaw Teatament 1n Modern English, translated by
J.B. Phillips (New York: The Maomillén Compeny, 1958), p. 411.
6. Samuel A. Cartledge, A Conservative Introduction
to _the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publi hing ;
House, 1951), De 22. , “
70 Ibi&o, pp. 21“22 N .
8. Fovum Tsstamentum Graaea, e& by Eberhard Nestle
(Stuttgart: : : ; 52), p. 68% ,




, | o
‘sentury ;;mk msamamggim , presenting the Neutral type
of text) ; }?V,(?§3lGQ§9XT3iﬂﬁit10nS, ﬁnich is an early\roufth\kv
century Greek ungialrmanusériyt ~iﬁ a leaéing witn@asAt¢ the -
Neutral text); and. the Greek auraive, -1739. :

Acaord&ng ta the alasaif&aatien of ﬁcrt the ﬂautral
‘family is the purast ana the eloaast to the eriginals, baaause
1%t has “come down in relativa yur&ty without a&itoriﬂl rev&«l
wsion.“g @harafera, the xautral wiuneas 18 the best for deter-
mining the purmty ef the taxt.~‘ '

In the case of B ’E¢Ga'q , 88 1t oan easily be seen
~from hha above éaaeriptigna of the nature of manuasripts more
Heutral mamaaripts witmw for emxtting v 'E¢ srw than m«;f
'ﬁolusisn. while,thrae N@utralktaxts, 9&6, B, and X witness ferﬁk
omission 0?,3&@ &@:&5; eﬁis,one ﬁautfal text, A, witn@aaeaﬁfor
inclusion of th§iﬁords. E@réﬁvér,i;ﬁe~manuseripts for oﬁitfiﬁg[f
| the‘warés éra éié&é‘than the onesyfor 1nn1usion. And this too
13 2 aitnass fer omitting thcs& warda. | | ; | |

| The aamplete Laﬁin traéitian and the &yr&an varsiens
1naluﬁe ev ‘E¢§ﬂp mu; this faat ‘Beems to mdieeate that the
words muat have been 1aserted later in the place where other
epistles hava the éest&naaigna written. It 1a not easy tc saa .
how thay could hava bsen,emiﬁte& 1f theﬂe words were 1ncluﬁad
: originally. | ‘ ’
T%e worﬁs ara not found in tha text used by Origen in |

9. Fredsria Kenyon, The waxt of the gresk 31b1e
( London: Gerald mekworth & Co. ma., 19‘53’5""‘, P. 167.
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A.D. 253. weatcott says that arigan “inserprets Tois 63}vv
absolutely in the aensa of T ccr. 1 :28, as he eould not have -
done had he read £v 'E‘fsrq' m gamion 1ne1udeé this epmtle
in his edition of the Paulins ﬁpistlas under tht title, not ‘tc
the Ephasiana,ﬂ hut ’ta the Laeﬁiaeana. But sueh a thing he
ecul& hardly hava dana, 1f the words had been in the salu&atian
of the Epistle.tt 8

Thus a aareful s%udy af ths taxtual apﬁaratus of K@ﬁtl&'s h
Text sems w ma:,eam that origmally t:& 'E¢£o-:e waa not in- B
cluded in the Epiatle.

II. Other Im'.amal mﬂa@mw.

vsually New Teatamank suhalars do not take %ha auther» g

ship of any @r the eyzstlas far granta& aven 1f 1t 18 1ndi¢atad  RS

ina salutatian of an episﬁls. Thay furthar seek for 1nternal
evidences frsm Btyle, gramm&r, vooabulary, ete. to ascsrtain theﬁ‘
authorahipf Tha sama thing aan be apgliaﬁ to tha problem of a
deﬁtinﬁtidn cf &a aplstle" The probabla truhh that tha d@ttin&-
‘tion of dv ’E#ene vtas zwti writtm m the original Epistle | |
alona, is not qu&ﬁa enmugh to eensluda hastily that thia Epistletk
was not a&drsss@& tu any parbiaular loeal ehurnh. what ara the :
internal avidsnses? Is thars anything in tha Episble which gives
a clue that it was writtan te a cartain lceal aangregation?

In the Epistla to. tha ﬁomaas, Paul éaalg with whaﬁ h@ n

o 10, Brooke P. Waateatt‘ Sain£ Paul's 1st1a-to the
Ephesians (New York: The Maocmillan Company, €y, p. 19.

. J. Armitage Robinson, St, Paul's Epistle to the
Ephesians (New Ycrk- The Macmillen Eamp&ny, , , P 293.




‘scnsiaerﬁ to b@ th@ mmat 1mpertﬁnt truths of the christiaa  ‘
faith, thinking that h@ migh% n&var get thara 1n parsan. Thara

are 1ntarnal evié&ncas bha% 1% was &d&reasad ta Ghristiana in :

‘Roma (Eem. 1: ?, 13 15. atc.). xn h&a Garinthian eorraapenﬁanaas,7 ~

Faul ﬂsala with mﬁn@ 193&1 prablsms ﬁhab cane ug for the roung
corinthAan chursﬁ eausa& by. 1n$ immaturity and pagan eon&aats,‘
- Buch &s d1v1ﬂiana, 1mmara11ty, m&rrxage, worship, splritual
gifts, the r@surrsation, christian giving, eto. Concarning
’“tha Epistle to. tha Galatianﬂ, thara 1& a8 problam as to whzch

‘Galatia (ethnio Galatia er %he Reman province of Galatie) Paul e

wrote this, But thar@ 18 no deubt bkat it waa addressed ta
';‘ﬁalatman lhristians wha haﬁ a speeifio @roblew of mingling
‘graaa and - th@ J»wish 1@galism. In the Ep&atl& to the Fh111p~
plans, Paul airaetly aﬁﬁraaaes tha Philippiana (4:15) and re-
veals local color. In»calassiana paul warns them against the f 
,gnmstia form of phileaepng whimh was about to spoil tham |

{(2: 8f }.‘ Th& Thessalenian a@rrea;onﬁanoaa iafinitely ravsal

‘loaal prablem& @ﬁ'ﬁ#rning tha seeaﬁﬁ caming of chriat anﬂ the
meral applieatien of\ﬁhe égatrina. Eut stranggly enough 1n |
tha Epheslan: L@tt@? paul’ ﬁeals with Bﬁ partiaular 1ndiv1dual
or local §reblaa or s&tu&txmn,“ ﬂa glaes is mentioned in 1.
No local color 13 revealeﬁ. Tha aiaeonrse is written in genaf~ i
al nerms as far as aay direct referance to locale is csnnerﬁad.}
Th&ra ara two thinga whiah nay suggaat same clue ta thamu
 destination Qf the Epistla. One s the fact that Tychiocus was

 sent with this Epistle to a certain destination, The other is

that twiee 1n tha Epistle the raaders are eallea *Gantilea.



| In 2:11, 12, Paul says, “Theraforewramembar thet at one time

| 3ou Gentiles in the flash called the unsiraumaieian by what

- 15 called the ciraumeisien, uhleh is made in ths flesh by

hanﬂs - remamber that yau ﬁare at that tlmeasepar&ted from

; christ, alisn&taé from %ha oemmanwaalth of Xarasl, and stran-
“gsra to the eavanants of pramisa e oo ot In 3:1, Paul ad-

- dresses t;he readers, *Fer t‘his maaan, I, ?aul, \prisonex" rov
christ Jesus on bahair of gpu Gentiles . . . ." But these are
too weak to astablizh anything éafinitsly local,

‘ Aaaqr&ing ta tha aﬁeonnﬁ given 1n Aata, raul had spaat‘
three years xn ghesus (Aeta 20 31), anﬁ haﬁ a very 1ntimaz@

relatxenahip with the ohureh Ehara. This was the plaea whera s

he stayad lomgar than in an& athar plaaa durlng his three ﬁ13~]1f

'*??s;on&ry Jeurnaygfv Gertainly41t sesﬁa Paul would have put some

.pefébnal grﬁaiiﬁgs'at the end, as he does in other apistia#;,° 
| 1? the lgther was adﬁraasaﬁ ts Ephesua. But strangely, thefa'
~51s ns parsanax graating at the anﬁ | -
; | Hat aaly ehat but ‘the L@ttsr ‘closes with a very im-
gersonal thir& person plural while all other ayistles ef‘?aul

eloae with ths_banaﬁiations ta the saeond person ( Ron. 15.3@~33,,% "

116:25; T Cor. 16:21-24; II Cor. 13:1%; gal. 6:18; Phil. 4:21-23;
col. 4:18; T Thess. 5:28; II Thess. 3:16; T Tiu. 6:21; IT Tim.
4:22; Titus 3:15; Phlm. 25). The olosing of the Ephesian
Letter is *?eaaa be ta the brathren and love with faith, fre&

God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, Grace be with all s
who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love undying® (6:23,2&}.



U a8e
eanclusiaﬁ:'uy : e
By sifbing the eviﬁsa@eéigiven abdva, the'féilowing
"aonclusaeh,may be derived. SEnoé the textual witness for the
vomiasien of £v ﬁ5¢£ry &s strangar than for the inolusion of
~the words, anﬁ singe thera is nathing 1n tha Epistle to 1nd1~ L
cate any leeal color of’ Kphesus, the Epistle was not naaassari-
1y addressed to Ephssus or to Ephesus alan@. Horeaver, the use
of the third peraen plural in the benediotion, and the silence
of any local problems may'inﬁiééte thet it was intended to be
a circular lettﬁr. J. §;°fﬂshinsen says. ”@haravare'gooé rea-
sons fer beliaving that the ap&stl& was intended as a oircular
1etter, an ensyclical to ga tha rcunﬂ of many churches 1n Aaia’
Minor,® w12 &.A. gackay oalls zt ﬂan Eaumenica Letter® anﬂ says
© "1t was aﬁﬁr&s&aa to no ‘church in particular, but to all4the
| ehurahss anﬁ ta &11 christians in ganaral wherever theae were
to be found throughout the whole 'aikumans.' that is the 'in-

 habited earth, '3

12, Ibié., P 1.
13. John A, ﬁaek&y, God's order (New York: The Mac-
millan campany, 1956 ), P 13, |




, Supposa that a minister was 1nv1ted to praaehmin a union
meeting of all the pratestantxchurchas in a certain city, anﬁ

that h13 audienga‘waa mada up of peapla frcm many danmminations.
Further auppese that ﬁuring the ceurss ‘of his speech, not a ‘1'>
'eingla time éi& he reveal any partiaular aansminational eolar,:
and that the aubaaat on whiah h@ spoke was of 1nterest and en- '
riehing apiritually to all tha peaple. what wauld he most likely
have spoken. aheut in that meeting? Mast prabably ha would have
spoken on & univarsally a@aepteé truth of tha Christian faith.

In chapter One of this thesis, it was painteé out that

the Epistle ta the Ephssians waa proﬁably a circular letter, Q,f_,,;_

"gto use Maokay s ﬁarda *an Eaumanical lstter.® ' One of the rea-“
sons for this. oanalusion waa that there was no particular 1@@&1 ;
eolar in th@ Latter. No partioular 1nﬁ1vidual or local problam
was mentianed. Anﬁ it 1t 'is "an Ecumenical Letter,® it is more
probable that Paul would not deal with the subject of a particu~g
lar local congregation in the Epistle. Most likely he would “
deél ﬁith‘the aﬁbjaat”ﬁiraéély~ﬁalate&,to ehurches to which tﬁ@
'Epistla was to ba airaulate& even one univarsal Church, |

E chaver, ﬁhia argument is not conclusive. It 18 only
a probability. In facing the questian of a local ehurch or the
one universal Chureh, Oﬁa aass not nse& to stay on the level of
 probability. ‘A oclear answer can be obtained by 1ooking 1nte

the term #xkAqeia in relation to the Epistle. Three things
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shall b@ mumaﬁ m this c;ha;aﬁer~ (1) 'Bha maamngs o!" the term, ,
(2) The use of ma tem, ané (3) eenalusim an& its econtribu~
tion to the’ emphasis on the ahuresh. ’ |
1. The ﬁsanm_&s qf the Tem'

In cl&ssmal Greek, exm\t;a-:a. sometimes demmd the
lag&sl&tiv’e aasambly of tha eitizam mgul&x*ly summeneﬁ wﬁioh
was sppwi’se ta a mam rw\)‘oros ( M'v Thucydides 2. :20).
this meamng the word was am}lia& 'cm the Fameria assembly
( Herodotus 3.1&2}, to Spartven (‘ﬁmey&idea 1.37), and to the ;
 meeting of the Amphiotyons at Delphi (Aesohin. 71.8), ¢xkpoia
- was also usea t’ar the politieal &aaez&b}.y of all the eimsm
| at Mhena to ma}m deorees { Lf},¢,a7-sa.7'¢) with the Sana'ce
‘(ﬁoukq )e | : ’ |

In mblmal Gmek tha transmmrs af the m usea
gxx,\i,a—m for aﬁah (wh:!.ch comes from a root mamng ‘to apgoint,
hence, 'a eam;aam aawmblad togem&r by &ppﬁintment') &md. ﬁ......@l
(which comes from a raot meaning to 'call' amd origmally mant
the assam‘b}.ing af‘ th@ communi ty for counsel, er the mustering '
of men of military age f;w war), and later a-wa.trqu tor edah |
(e.g., I Kings 12:20) and éi(m\‘;a'fi’ for gehal (Job 30:28; Lam.
1:10, ete.).® . AT o

In the New ‘rastamnt £ Kx)tqa-:a 18 used both fur the
whole body of believers and a local eangregation. There 18 a

question asg to uhish one (10@33. or unzveraal ahumh) started ‘

l. H.G. mdﬁell and R. Scott, A Gmek- giish Lexicon,
8th ed., (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1901), p. 035,
2. R.H. Puller, "Church,” A Theological Word Book of
the Bible, ed. by Alan Rlnhardmm (New Yaﬁ The Hacmillan

Compeny, 1958), pp. 4647,




Celle

 ?1@&£."3ame aay'losal'churehas'ané othérs the universal Church.

_Even as to how the name f““x""’“ began to be used for the New

Teatament Church, there are tﬁ@ sahcola of thought. For 1n~

stance, Deiasmann saya,

@he firat saattgrsd aangregatiens of Greek~speak-
ing Christians up and down the Roman Empire spoke
of themselves &8s a '(convened) assembly'; at
first each single congregation was so called, and
afterwar&s the whole body of Christians, gvery»
where was spoken of collsativsly as 'the (con-
vvne&) assenbly, ' 3 e

’i’hey called tﬁwselma zmc)wrm. , because they believed tha’c
they were calle& out (EK,\Eycd) of the world to be an aasembly
Qf Gmd\ J@hanaas Waiﬁs in his bask ‘The ?istorg of 9rimit1ve

&hristianitz, takas the oppasitg view from that of Beissmaun.

He says that the expression £KKA7¢va.doubtless designates
first the tatal&ty of all christi&ns anﬁ finally becames a par~
ticular d&signatien for the. crganizaﬁ local ehurch.h Truly |

this is a‘bigfgroblemkin itaelfy But since this is not an im-

mediate problem for the purpose of the paper, 1t will not be
dealt with 1n’§hisx§a§er;; Howaver, whiehever position one way
taka, all agrea that; tha werd sxm\qrm m the New Tastament
can mean either a laaal ahurﬁn sr the universal Church. And
thsrefare 1t 13 also true in the case of'the Latter to the
B Ephesians. | |
‘XI %he Use of the ?arm'

The plural of 8kw47rwt is used thirty»five times in the

3. Adolf Daisamaan, Light from the Anclent East, 2& a&.
(New York: Hodder and Stoughton, 1509), P. 1l12.
: L. Johannes Welss, The History of Primitive chriatianitz,
leéigx, tr. by F. c. Gz'anx {VWew York: mlson-zrickaan, 19377,
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New Testament.’

It ap§eara in Acts, Romans, Pirst ahﬁ SQQQnd
"carinthiana, Galatians, First and Second Theaéalaniana, and
the Revelation. 'Since the universal Church is one and eannat
‘bé plural, it is quite easy to reoegniza that the plural usages
ara referring to 103&1 ohurahaa. In Ephesians there 1s ﬁc
; plural usage of th@ term. |
- Among the aimgular usagas of exxhqrva. there are aases
which define the term by meutioning certain locales (e.g., I Cor.
1 2 - "the ahurah cf Gad,whiah is at corinth,’ I Thess, 1:1 -~
‘ﬂtg the church of tha Thasaﬁlanians,' atc.). 'In these cages,
it is easy ba r@eagnize thab the paaaages are éealing with 1oealk
~ churches, But 1n Ephesians R0 name 1s  mentloned along with the
word, érx)\qrcou.,~ | « : -
| In ﬂatthaﬁ 16: 16~18 Jesua is uxing a singular term
sxxﬁqua-. Wo loeale 13 wenticnaa in the oontext. However, |
no one arguea whsthar the ehurah;that Jesus is describing here
is the one univaraal chureh or a loaal church, even thcugh ona
may differ from therawin tnegigygrgyetatian of the word "rook.®
why 1s this? Iths simply because the sontext definitely pro-
vides a élue. vaaa°sm in Epﬁaﬁiana, the contaxt will provide
*‘aluea to the guastion af tha universal Chureh or a local churah.
The word skquava 13 used nine times in the Epistle to
the Ephesians; angéf1ntghapter,¢na,;twioe in chapter three, and
s1x timas~1n chapter fivé. Since these passages will be dealt

5. cgnsult, W.F. ﬁaulhon.anﬁ A.S. Geden (eds.), 4 Con-
kaordan@e to the Graak Testament (New York: Charles Scoribner's
ons, 37) s PPe .
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"with marﬁ fully La Part two, the treatment here will ba very
brief, i.e., uc the éxtent of 1eak1n@ 1n£e the issue of local
or universal Charﬁh. | | o
' The first agp@aranﬁe af the word in the Letter is in

l:22, In tha praeeding veraeﬁ Eaul prays that God may give to
the r@cipianbs ef nh$ Latter *the 3p1r1t of wisdam and of reve~~~
latian.~f And he éarectly &a@laras the power of God in raising

Chrisb frem th@ ée&ﬁ an& aeating Him at His right hand. And in
: verss 22 he 1ﬁtfaduees the naw arder.f Christ was not only ex?
alted in the ha&vens, but 1s invested with universal sovereigaty
| (vs. 21,22a), anﬁ Ha is evaa the ﬁead;af ‘the chursh (22v), the

uchurah which ie Eia Baﬁy : Th@ 1mage of the Head &nd the Bedy

is used here tc daseriba the relatianship of Christ to the churuh‘ f,

The relatian ia nat maraly an axtarnal relation or simply supan.
rior and infariqr relatian, bmt ons of life and 1nsar§aratign.
 Apart fr@m?thé‘géa& tha'aeég @éﬁﬂ@t ‘exist. Apart from the H&aﬂ;
j thers 18 no w&y af c@nﬁelV1ng in minﬁ the life of the mody.
Such an 1nt1mate ‘and inseparabla relatian exists between ‘the :
_Head and tha Badx,f;Cartginly_bhiﬂ relation is not meant to be
only one small part of the Body, Eutntha whole Body. Sinb&‘it |
1s'refarr1ng to(ﬁha whole Baﬁy in this oontext, the Church which
is Christt's: Boﬁy alaa is th@ univarsal Church, | |
The second app@aranae of the word in the Letter is 1u |
3:10., Paul has be&n dealing with the marvellous truth that the
Gentiles are with the Jews eqnallynfellow~heira of the inhar:t~
anoce, gaﬁbers of the same body and partakers of thavprémisa of

God in Jesus Christ through the Gospel. This truth was hidden
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~frcm former. g@ﬁarﬂtiaﬂa, but has now been revedled to the
apostles and pr0§h$t3. Anﬁ Paul himaelf though unﬂorthy, hag
been given the apeeial privilega of ﬁreashing Chrisb to the
, _Gentiles and af m&king knonn to all men this myatary. And in
k3 110 which follmws, ?aul saya, 8that thraugh the church the
manifold wisdom af God might now be ma&a known to the prinni-
% ﬁalitiaa an& poﬁars 1n the he&venly plaaes.‘ According to this
veraa, the ahureh 13 sai& to ba the means thraugh which the
Divine wisdom af the mystary 13 made known to the principali-
ties and pawars in the h&avenly plaeea. The churah in thie
context meanaitﬁé'whala bo&y af?bﬁlievsrs in the unity iﬁ which
the Jews and the Gentilea are nmade ona.‘ Gertainly this aaanst’ -
meﬁn a looal ahnrah or churches alone. ﬁ:muﬁt mean the uni-
vsraal Church,

The third appearana@ of the word in the letter is in
3:21. Paul hag been praying to the Pather that the recipients
- of the letter may be glven spiritual strength in the inner man:
that~ﬂhriat may dwell in ﬁh@ir'héarts through falith, and that
they may be wall‘g:ounde& 1n‘love, may learn to knbw the love
of Christ, which actually surpasses knowledge (3:14-19). Hu-
manly this is 1mpe$aib1$, but with God this is possidble. He
can do more than we ask~or think So Paul burst into & doxaln
ogy, and he praises God saying, ato Him be the glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations for ever and aéer,
Amen.® (3:21) The ccnjunctien kol 48 omitted by ® and other
minor witnesses after 7@ sxx)”oq*d, But stronger textual witu

nesses (§, D, G) am given for the inclusion of Kai in t;he text.
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50 the best reading is, *in the ehurch and in Christ Jaaus.
The Church tn this contaxt is the domain in which the praise
~ that belenga to ch 18 to be rendered. This cannot be limited
“to some loeﬁl'ccngragations alone. It must mean the church'
kuniveraal 1nalu&ing all the balievers in Christ Jesus, salmap&
says that "the 1daa is that praise is to be given to God and
His glorious perfections ghown forth both~1a~the,6hureh which
;‘is‘the bcdy}‘éﬁﬂ!in Christ who is the Head -- in #ha Church as
chosen by m&:, and in the c}}rist as given, raised, and exalted
by Him,‘é'  \;  » R ~ - ;kn
‘; In 5§23932. the wqrd‘ié used sxx~tim¢s,1n the«eontéxt
where ayeeiél;injunﬁtipna to husband»and wif&,ére 111ustrate&_
by the relation of aﬁ&mt to the Church, (1) "Christ 1s the
head of the ahureh his body, and,ia himself its savior* (v. 23).
Christ 18 the haad of not only a local congregatian but of the
univaraal Chnrah.; (2) "The church is aubjeet to Christ' (v, 2&);
The whole Church is subjaat ‘to Christ. (3) "Christ loved th@ -
church and gave himself up far heprt (v. 25). christ'a 1ava and
giving up of Eimself cannot be confined to & 1ocal church, but
the universal chureh.u (b) The sanotlfzcation and the eleanaing
af the Churan with a view to 1ts final presanhatien in parfeet
halinass in the last ﬁay cannot b@ confined to a local ahurah
alone, but is definiteiy the universal Church (vs, 26, 27).
(5) christ's nourishing and,ohérishiﬁgQQf the Church (v,'29)
cor 6. S.D.F. Salmond, Ephesians, Vol. III of The Exposi-
or's Greek Testament, eﬁ y W.R. Nicoll (Grand ﬁap 8, Mlch,
e *\viishing Company, 1956), p. 31 . ‘
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is meant to bé the whole Churnh; (6) Christ's union with the
Church cannot be partial, but with the whole Church. | /'
To eenfina thess cases to a lasal ‘congregation mean& tn

‘ limit christ*a work anﬁ his r&lation to the Church univ¢rsa1.
But to take these caaes as the univers&l Church 1s to be Gﬂﬁw
sistent with the teaching of the Epistla and the rest. of the
New Teatament. In each case a smgular sxx,\qru\. 18 used with
a definite article “the," and the context has definitely shown
 that tha Ghnﬁah 1n tha Ephssian Letter alwaya means the uni--
| cversal Chureh.~ o " | n ‘
| Th@ dietianary of Arndt and Gingrioh eategorizea the
”uaaga of eknmkqut in Ephesiana under the Church universal to
whiah all bglievera bgleng.' @hiswis bgeagsa thay.see the«usag¢f 

’ cf‘tha word iﬁ\Ephééiana‘as ﬁiff&r@dﬁif?oﬁ”a‘ahurah’méeting |
"-'(g&g., f cor.. Il~lt}, the congragatian as the totality of Chris~‘ 
tians living in one pl&ce (g;g., Aats 5: 18), or house church
H(Phlm. 2, &te,),y By seaing 1n 1: 23 the idea of ths ﬂhuroh far‘
| beyenﬁ(the 11mita& aanceptien of a acnﬂrete instituticn or out-’ ‘
ard visibla arganization, 3almbﬁd witnaases that the ccnnep~
tian af the ehureh whieh pervades the Epistle is the Church

“whiah 13 one under all varieties of external form and cenati-~~

' ‘tation in virtue sf the preaanne ef christ*s Spirit in 1t anﬁ

catholia as embraaing all believers aﬁﬁ existing wherever any

such are.fpunﬁg,8, }, ~

| 7. William F. Arndt and F.W. Giugrien A Graak—%gglish
Lexicon of the New Testament (Chi@aga. The University o
Chicago Press, 19568), P. 280.

8. salmond,, Q. eit., p. 281.
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Cenolusien gnd Its contributiun to the Emphasis on hhs Churah*
Thus ths atu&y of the destination of the Epistle in

Chapter one ef thie ;hsais provided a probable answer; and the
study of the'waédkﬁxkkqafh'ih this chapter provided a‘agrinité
answer that the Epistle is dealing with the universal Church.
This ﬂnas antfmgan:ﬁhat cnaksheulﬁ eaﬁplately’aeparatésthﬁ ioa“
cal from th&~ﬁhiversa1’ehureh'in nis m&ﬁﬁ"z A'leeal'nhuréh,is
a part of tha nniveraal Church and it 13 inseparably related
to the uﬂiveraal churuh. ' |
| \ Bowever, it has ‘been mada 31aar that Paul 18 nst deal-
ing with aﬂs yartiaular aitu&tian or problem of a 100&1 ohuruh.«
The concept ¢f~tha Church written in the Letter 13 univarsally
true for all cnristian«eemmunitias pﬁst present, and in the
future avarywhere. B | - SRR
In inearp&ating othar epistles, ons must aistiaguish baw .
tween the eta&ﬁal prineiplas unﬁerlying a paagaga and tha appli~r
cation of these pr&nciples to temparary gituations. For instanset
in the United Statas there 18 no preblam of eating meat offef#&
'to idols in this day, beaause there is ne such bhing being sold
here. But unﬁermaath tha elghth chapter of the First corinth1~ '
:ans, one must see an atarnal principle to be applied today -
Christian freedom to be used not to tear dawnﬁbut to build up
[ethe#s,war chﬁiatian_fréadom in relation to the conscience of
his brother. But in the o@se of the concept of the Church in
Ephesians, ané ﬂaes‘nét need to be bothered with such a problem
of finding out temporal situations and etarnalyprlnaiples, be-
kcaﬁée’everytﬁing ﬁhat;theVEpistlg says concerning the Church is
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true at all‘ﬁi&és‘and éveéywhare‘ ; ;
‘ Thus thé Ephasian Letter 1$ an *Eoumenical zatter" ana<;_’
deals with the subjaat of the univaraal church, and the con-
  ¢@$§3 af the Charah which will be atudie& in Part two are tha

facts which ara univaraally trus.



| PAR@ ™0 1 |
IHPG&TAHT ASPac%s OF THE CHURCH IN THE E E?IﬂTKE

In part one, the study of the textual evidences éf év‘
’5¢éﬂy in the aalﬁt&tion,vand othér evidences in the Epistla
brought about a probable conclusion that the Epistle was writ-
ten to no one yarticular local ehurch but was a eiraular let-
ter or an "Houmenical Letter." Purther, the study of the term
€Kkﬁqrut in relation to the Letter definitely has indicated
that the Epistle is dealing with the one universal Church.

In ?art_two, the m2in study will be concerned with im-
portant aSpaété of the Church in the Episble. The following
five chapters will deal with (1) The sphere of the Church, (2)
- Imagery dascript1Ve of the Church, (3) The unity of the Jews
and the Gentilgs, (4) How unity of the Spirit in the Church
is maintained, and (5) The ministry of the Church.,

' CHAPTER THREE
| THE SPHERE OF THE CHURCH

if tné‘apxstle had been addressed to Corinth, it would
be important to study 1tagacgraphy, culture, and everything con-
nected with Corinth to obtain a good understanding of the teaoh-
ing of the Epistle.” ir the Latter had been directed to Rome,
it would be neoasaary to know about Rome to get 1nsight into the
Letter. So alsayin order to understana the concept of the Church
in the Ephesién Letter, it 1s.very important to unﬁeratand the
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sphere in whm!z‘éﬁe Church 15 found. Where does the Church
find 1tself? 1In seeking the answer to this question, 1t is
vefy‘ helpful to kaep in mind what ﬂa‘c\kay says on the au‘sjaét.
He says, ”thez‘émﬁs né systematié (:‘hristian view of the uni-
v verSe in the fir&‘a cent;ury, and we; should not 1001: for a fully
elsborated world-view in St. paul.® o |

?rom the i‘omgomg chaptars it is claar that the uni-

veraal Chureh 13 not ccnfined to any one particular laeation
on the earth. ?herefcm, th& issua cannot be solved by study- -
ing some Bibla atl&ses or histary boeks. The cmly place the
answer can be found is 111 the Bible 1tfself. I1ts sphere, ac-
cording to yaul is sv rois enaupavms (Eph. 2:6, 3: 10, €; 12)
This is where the Cr’urch is fcun&. S0 , in crder to understand
the Sphe:w cf ’cm chumh the phraae &v TalS flroufawoc.s must
‘be examnined aamfnlly. Tcs do fthis, first the word svroufawas
will ba studimd. And, saeond. the phrase v Tois f:roufawa:s

will be emmxzea m the centex:t of Ephesians.

1. The Word Eﬂoupavms :

An adjective vovpévubs‘xs used by Homer and Plato in
the classical éréék. Homer used it only m connection with the.
gcﬁs in heaven ( g_._g., Qﬁyss&a 17. 1&84}, hut later Plato used it
for the phenomam of the heavens (Apclogia v.1, 19b).

In the New Teetament the word is used nineteen times:

1. John A. Hackay, Godl s Order (New York The Hacmillan :
Company, 1956), p. 2

2, Hermann Cremer, Biblico-Theologicel Lexicon of New
Testament Greek, 4th ed., trans. ‘by ’s@iﬁiam Urwick (mdinburgh:
T. & T. clark, 195“), p. 468,
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once in John (3 12}, five times inT a@rinthians (15 &0 &ﬂ,

48,48,49), five times in ‘Ephesians (1:3,20, 2:6, 3: la,fé 12),

once in Philippiazxs (Z lﬂ), ame m II Timothy (4: 18), am&. .

s gix times in &abraws (3 1, é: # 3 5, g: 23, 11 16 a2: 22)

 In these passages the worﬂ 13 use& sometimes in ref-

' erence to Iaﬁalzty and other timaa 1n referense to thiags. in
‘frefgrenca toflgga;;ty, the éietimnary by;ﬁrnﬁt and Gingrich
;éays,’tha wer&=&s7ﬁ§$&"wibh Psfér@nsa to heaven, the plaoe

where God éwells with the beings and things that partain to

him: they ‘may aetually ba nhera with him, or thay may belong
there by nstura, or come from thara.“S The passages that are
clted to 111ustrata this are: II Tim. 4:18 (heavenly kingdcm},'k

Heb, 3 l (a haavanly call), E@b. 6:4 (tha heavenly gift),

Heb, 8:5 (the hgavenly sanctuary), Heb., 12:22 (heavenly Jeru-

salem), etec. zifisélsé-uéé&“faé the literal heaven where

the sun, the moon and the stars are located (I Cor. 15:40).

In refaranse to things 1n haaVen, the fellowing passagea il—

~yluserata the u sage‘ Jchn 3: 12 (eﬁntrast is made batwe&u heav-

enly things anﬁ earthly things}, Heb, 8:5 and Heb, 9:23 (heav-
 enly things). - |

~ Now since this adjective is used with the prepositian
Ev in the Epheaian Letter, 1t muﬂt be considered togather with
“this prep@wibian. aaoording to Dana and Mantey, £v is used

; 3. wzlliam F. Arndt and F.W. Gingrich Greak- lish
Lexicen of the New Testament (chioago' The University [3)
1cago rress, 1956), P. 305.
&. Ibid., Do 396




elther with ihs~instruméntalyaaée or lcaative‘caae.ﬁ‘-ln the
case of the phrase in Ephesians, 1t 1s never used with the
instrumental case, for that does not meke any sense. »By taking
€moupaviois in the locative sense, 1t camnot refer to a liter-
al locality #hgre heavenly bodies are, because thét would ex-
clude all laaal‘ahursh@s whioh ars part of the universal churah
and &r@ upon the earth. ~&t s@ems that the first definition in
referensg‘to locality by Arndg anﬁ‘aingrieh fits better than

any athér for tﬁa phréase 1n’Ep§éé1ans. Even this, the’wdrd

. "place" 1is nat a hagpy dsaapiytian. J. Armitage Robinson uses

the word, ”5§hera, 6

1n dealing with the pass&gas 1n E@haaians,
and this seems ta be the beat for &esaribing the tru@ meaning
eontainad in th@ paasagea. %hererera, in dealing with the zapic
of this chapter, the words "heavenly sphere® will be. useé.‘ |

i1X. The Phrase gv rons &'noupuwats~

The phr&% ev 'rms émufamo:s 1s not used anywhere
in the New Teatamnt except in Ephesians, and that five times
in the Latt@r. Thia 18 not found even in the Colossian Lattmr i
which was writtmﬂ 3beub the same bims, and there are 8o mans
similarities. 89 it is 1mparative that the meaning of the
phrase be examined in the context of Eyhesians.

Five passages which use this phrase are: 1:3, 1:20,
2:6, 3:10, angiézlz. We ahall éxﬁmine each passage in‘tha

8, H.E. Dane and J.R. Mantey, A xanual Graﬁmar of the
Gre§% New Testament (ﬁew York: The ﬂacmillan Company,
De 5.

6. J. Armitage Robinscn, St. Paul's Epistle to the
Ephesians (New York: The Macmillan Company, igﬁ?i, P. 21.
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light of its aontext and at tha end a aoneluaicn will be
drawn. o ‘
- ~§§3AGE 1. _Ephesians 1:3: "Blessed be the God and
_Pather of our Lurﬂ Jesus Christ, wha ‘has blessed us 1n christ

;with every spiritu&l blessing 1n the ha&venly sﬁh&r&.:

(?lace in the Epistle) ‘ Aftar a briaf aalutatian, Paul
1mmed1ately blasses God fer spiritual blassing in Christ (1 3*
14y, varwe 3 is the 1ntra&uotian to this section, '

V (Taxtual ?rablam)* Thare 18 only ons problem as far /
as 1:3 is coneerned, B omita Ku4 ﬂaTﬁf from the text, follow- ;
}1ng 5‘9£6s . Xn 8o far as tha purpose ef this present paper
18 acnsernad chis does not arfeet the result in any way. Qhera~k 
Ifcre, 1t snall not be dealt with here. | |

(Boﬁx) In English,th& verse 18 usually translatea as
"Blessed BE G loé .. .'.* But in ﬁreak there 13 no varb used
in this verse. chaver, wa oan sarely assume that "be® 1is 1m-
plied 1n the aanhanee. It is true that God was to be praiaad
in the paat. Anﬁ Gad ahoul& be 9raisad in the futura.- But 1%)
seems that Paul 13 nﬂs saying *Elasaaﬁ was God," or "Blessed
will be God," 1mplyiug“past or fﬁtura.~ He implies present:‘
"Blessed BE God . . . .7 |

Now the tense of the partiociple sa)\omras 1s the first
aorist. COnaavnzng tha time element of the aorist partieiple,
Machen says, "the tenae @f the p&rtiaipl@ 1s relative to the
time of the lsaﬁing;vgpb, whethar the action danotad by tha  ‘
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leading verb is past, present or future.*7 Relating this

truth about an aorist‘pafticiyle ec’vAoro,'ras to the supposed-

- presant tause varb "be, " the bleasing that Paul 1is praising

God, took place in the past. ?urther, the aorist tense 1m~
plies once~§mr~ail &cﬁian, and nct continmual or repeated action.
o ?h@ ‘verse saya that Gﬁd blessed once for all "with |

aVery apiritual blsssing. xaayhsrsanAsays; “This phrase 1n~

and by cansaquﬂnna, the charactar of bhs blessing." w8 But

\‘Paulls main emyhasia i8 nst th@ Bource ﬁf blessing, but ths
nature of 1t.~kCalvin alang with chrysoatom interprets 'eVery
spiﬁitua;!biéééing*'inAcéhﬁraéﬁ te the blesﬁings in the old
covenant io %h&'naﬁ.g Bﬁt'there is nbﬂinﬁieaticn'of contrast

in the asntaxt.k It ﬁimply statea that the blessings ars 1n

o 'Christ. And ﬂin,ghrist” exeludes all the merits of men's

'works. Thefaarisb tanse (onc& for all) partieiple seems to
1nﬂicate that evary apiritual blessing that Paul 1s talking
absut h&re iskdireétly related to thevsalvation experience of
a Chrisbian. Eéythe grace of God a sinner bel leves 1n'christ;
*n that mamsnt he actaally once-for-all becomas a recipient af
God's blessing ~- even every spiritual blessing which God pur-
posed before the foundation of the world. Every spiritual,

7 Jo Gresham Machen, New Testament Greek for Be innars
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1923), Pp. 116-117.

'8, John MacPherson, Commenbar‘ on St, Paul's Epistle to
the Ephesians (Edinburgh: T. ‘ ' p. 1

9. John Calvin, Gommensaries on Galatians and Ephssiana,

trans, by W. Pringle (Grand Rapi&s ﬁich : Wm.B. Eerdmans Pub-
118hing Co., 1957), p. 197.
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blassmg wrtainly iheludes eleat.ien, mdamptian, aaanng cf
the Holy 3p1rit. eto. (1: a-.m |

Now the haavwly sphere fm‘which every believer re-
ceived such ﬁpmimalibleasinga is iﬁtroduééé in -tﬁis verse as
Sv rms enoupawals. 'z*he thm is aﬁmr‘nml an& dirsctly
related to the partwipla SuAarqras. smply, then, EV Tols
imupavms ﬁ,a the heamnly 3;:1%:'& where G:}d klassaﬁ in chriat
every believer with emry spimtual hlassing. ‘

PASSAQE 2, gmmsmxm 1:20; ". . . which he aceamplished

in Christ whan he taia@d him from tha éead and mads him ait at
“his rigbt han& :t,n tzhe hsavanly sptwm., : |

o ( P‘m:&e m ‘the Epistla) : The mmeamm amt@xt 18 Paul's
prayer rcr the samx:s to know the mmaasmbla gmamsss of
God's power mat mlses th@ b@lievers from spiritual death.
God ep@rated with the same power when He raz.se& Ghrist from s
the ﬁead and saama mm at Hm right hand in the me’anly sphere.

{%extual ?x*cblam) : where are t‘im textual prcsblems m

1:20, But for the ;m@éiate purgms'@ of the paper, with b&a ax-
ception of ome, ,thsy are not important. '?hemfam, we will
kdeal ’wﬁ.th only a:m of th@m. A substitute maaing oupavms ‘18
given by B (mdsx ?atie&n‘ua} &and & fw athar manusceripts of no
smeial importama. Agaizmt t;his, $, D ami G suppart t.ha usa
" of #movgaviess . Although B is ome of the best Neutral wit-
neéaas,f equally gooé manu_aar&;:w are included in § . 4And even
| from the quantity “cf mxmal avi&ansez, é—,mupm‘,,’o,, seems to
be the right reeding. o | o | |
Iin Ephasia'ns‘ the plural of ol}/m/;s i8 used four t:&ms,‘
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(1:10, 3:15, 4:10, 6:9), but!ngt &;S1ngle tine 13'it‘used as
e phrase 4v To¥ 0Upavels ; while four times other than 1:20
the phmae év roB énovpawacs is used in the Epistle. ?hem-' .
- 'f‘are, we csan mmly ccmclmie t.:hat t:hs phrasa fv rws i'mupa.w o;s
18 the correct. raaﬁiag in 1’29-;\

{(Body):  Now ‘the verse &peaks of the risen Christ sittlng
at the "ight hand of God." ‘®d's right hand 18 the highest
plaoe ﬁeaarihad 1n tha 0ld Test&m&nﬁ.%ﬂ ?or that matter, no
areature has ever baen @saaeiata& with that place of honor.

Even from angels that place of henor 13 ‘withheld (H&h. 1:13).
Further, tha wards in verse 21 emphasize the exaltation of B
| Ghrist by aayiag, sfay above all rule and authority ‘and . powér;  e
‘anﬂ dominion, and above svary name that 13 namsd not only in
thia age but slsa in that whiah is to oom@. ~ These titles 1n
 verse 21 are uae& by Paul to éenota spiritual forces, both for
goad and evil., Kare nathzﬁg 13 said abeut the natura of the
spiritual f@rﬁaa. It seems ehaﬁ the main.emphaais or Paul is V
to show the exaleatiaa of chrisu ﬁbuva all cther ponera -~ good
and evil, preseut or future. ‘The exalted Christ is said to be
: saabaa at the right hand of Gnﬂ (a figurstiva expression of tha
highast place 1& tha he&vena) in tha heavenly sphere, Thara~,
fore, this verse (1l: 26) t;eaohas that fy TS smupawo:s is
the sphere whara tha risen Lord Jasua Christ is anthronsd above

all char powers of the univarse."

3.0.'30}»1:186:;, ag‘.kaat., P. 21.
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Pﬁﬁsﬁéﬁ;g. 'gphaéiana 2:6: "And raised ua‘up with him,

and made us sit w1th him zn_thalhaavenly sphere in christ Jesus.®
‘ (Plaéa in the Epistlé)' Iﬁ‘this context Paul 15 3hgﬁ,
1ng th& grace anﬁ mercy of God 1n Hxs saving lost ainners.

(@extu&l Problenm) : Thara 18 no textual p&ublem 1n 2:6.

(Bcdx): :n,x,zo paul Speke of Christ seated at "the
right hand af’aa&,ﬁ‘but ha?a‘h@'ﬁoe& not mention that believaba'
are seated on the right hand of God. Such honor is not for any
eraature.‘»ﬁnwevar,‘hé identifies balievers with Christ. In
1:20 Paul said that God raised Chrlsb and aeated Him in tha haav~
enly aphare.‘ cennerning the b@lievers, he says here that Gad
raised and ﬁaate& them together in the heavenly sphere in Christ
‘Jesus. ‘Two compound varﬁé*(wwfysnf)gv and cuvikdficsy) are
used. These verbs echo the §rg¢fpas and kaficras of 1:20,
meaning that ﬁhq#iwere anae‘farjall raié&d together and seated
E tngathﬁriﬁith‘chriat.ll All thls tekes place in:christ and
apart from Hiw sueh spiritual bleaaings are 1mposslb1a.

What truth eencemins év rols Emovpaviois om be de-
rived from this verse? Two things are Seen in this verse.
First the sphara 13 a sgirit sphara Paul 1s speaking inik
this aontext in apiritual language. Before God's salvatian
came to men, they were *aaad by the traapassea and the sinsﬁ
(2 1), and thay *walked o e fallewing the course of this
world" (2:2). They were at that time certainxy physically a-
live, but spiritually desd. "But God . . . made ué alive . . .

11. Ibid., p. 156,
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(by grace 30& have been saved)® (ve. 4,5). Since they were
spiritually deasd, when th&\ﬁar&pture says that God made them
alive, it aan maan anly spiritually. They have been saved fram'
their sins whiah caused them to dle spiritually. And in verse
‘six rvvqy::fsv and. a"ovst«talr;v certamly mean spiritual and '
not ghysieal raaurraetionfor axaltatien. And the sphere aan- o
neoted withkauah spiritual activities can mean only sgiritual.
'i'hié truth eemernmg ér Tofs éuoufavi'ws is very sonéisﬁant
with the truhh that we 88w in 1 3, namely the sphere where Goa \
hlgssed believars in chriat with every spiritual blessing.

Sscand this varaa (2: 6) teaches that all the chil&ran
of God ara brnught 1nt@ this sphera by God's grace and power :
and is 1nv131b1&. No paraons outsid& of Christ, namely "the
sons of éiﬁabadienme,* are said to bs in this spiritual spharé.
But at the pima~af;their;r@gensrat;cn, the sons of disobadiaa@e
aranaﬁe ahilﬁran éf god by grace throﬁgh faith, and once for
~8ll they are brought into this sphere. So 1t can be 8ald that
| all the b@lievsre 1n christ are in this aphera. The transéct&cﬁ
is all spiritual, and nothing partieularly visibla takea plaee
in believers. Eherefore, the sphere is not something a man
can see with his eyes, but 1is invlsibla.»

PASSAGE b, Ephesians 3:10: "that through the church

the manifold wisdom of Goé might now be made known to th@ prin»' L

cipalities end powers 1n the haavenly sphere. *
(Place in the Epistle): Paul has been wrlting about
the unification of the Jews and the Gentiles in Christ. This

mystery had been hidden in other generations, but was ngw‘?a-
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VQalgﬁ ta apastlea ané prophets, and paul himself has been
ma&& a mxnlster 1o prsaoh to the ﬁantiles and to make 21l men
see the myatary., paul aays that the manifol& wiaéom of God
1s now to bé maéa knawn by tha churah ta "the prinecipalities
and powers in tha haavanly syhere. B | |

(T@xtual Ereblem} %hera 1# one textual prablam 1&
the verse. G (niaxh aentury ﬁaarnarianua}, Lﬁtt (Vulgata anﬁ )
 *?e$me of ﬁhe.ald‘hatin &&nusaripts}, &yp (Peshito, the ﬂ@vision~ .
of the Eibla by aishop ﬁabbula Qf Eﬁesaa #11-435), xarcion

~ and c}rigan omit the woré. viv fmm the taxt. Bowever, the

textual witn&ss for the 1n¢1usien af vOv is stronger, belng |
supparteﬁ by 9) (ixmlud.mg ,s" B, A, ‘ete.) and }3. ~ The word vov
i 13 used 1n ths seﬁtanaa &n contrast to *nidaen for agas“ in |
3:9. | E ,
(Boﬁy) i‘h@ p&ssags in 3: 10 taaches that 'rms dfxms
and e’ Efourms are in the haamnly sphere. And the uni-
versal Church ;z the means,hhrcugh which the manifold wisdom
of God in thafmxéiary 18 now to be made known. The study of
2:6 showed that the universal Church is 1n the heavenly aphers,
and thsre 13 no quastian as te its activity in this sphere. |
But t.here .w a quea‘bj.an as to who am the 'rats df)(a;s and
Tau sfovrm.:s' . Abbott; mentiens & view held by some of the
older expoaitora (m:s name 1is mntianea}. They say that Ta'B
ap,rm and 747 s’;ourm/s refer to "earthly powers in general

or'J,ewish rulers m gartmular or h@athan prmsts, or church




¢amhar2.ties."13 with the exeeptmn of "ohumh authc:ritiaa,

o Tdis afxw and Ta¥ efava—mu cen never refer to these pesple,

,k‘hoaause aeeerﬁmg to the pasgage in 3:10 Tais afxacs and Ta’s
£$ou¢rmu am in tha heavenly wham. ~ And we have noted in
z:é mat as far as human beings are concerned, only christ.taua
am m that: spir&t;tml syhare., Ixz &Iw nght of this truth,

k"“'uhis view @mt ve m&nmin@ﬁs even though the same words are.

used fex' tlmaa peaple {eartmly mlem Jewish laaﬁsra, ste. Y

) i;m atsh&r pasaagw c:f sariptm*@. A8 to the view that tha words

' "rerer to- 'ehumsh authcrity,“ th@ soriptum never calls church

‘ vf,snt;hority b3 thaae mr&s. xcrwver, the text says that t;ha

“'Church um%mal a.s ‘the agant; ta mak;@ msm to ap,yms and
fi‘goorlms the mmm wisdom of Gad.f Certainly the words S
gama'c mean C:hm*ah ausmr:\ 'cy, b&mme c:humh autheri ty is s.n- o
°aludaa in the un&vwraal chureh.f

8&1&@3@% gims a masm as to why he ‘cannot believe

; _;”ﬁh&t they mfaz* ta demaniac pmmra whether by themeelvrea alam |

: or as mrt 02‘ tha Mgalm world,. Hs says, ”'ﬁlia waum scareely o

_,be eonaistmt u&ﬁh bha mantinn of the church, anﬁ. further the
mﬂm pew@r wcul& ’&m m that eam mre .‘m pomt than the mw .
‘vine wisdcm. 2!& V o o ‘ “
| 1 Petar 1*12 says thai:. ’che angala long to look into

t.he thmgs of . me 3059@1 pmaoheﬁ w ‘the meipmnw of the

13, T.K. Abhatt pistles to the Ephesians and to the‘*‘
Colossiane ("The Intemat onal Critica {‘:ommsntary“- New York:
Charies %ﬂrmmr'ﬁ saxxlg, 2916)5 p. 88. L N ’E‘h .

' 14, 3.D.F. Balmon esians, Vol. IIT o a 2%3 -
tor's Greek Testament, ed. by W.H. ﬁIéoll (Grand Rapids, M ol
‘Wm. B. Berdman's Publishing Company, 1956), p. 309. -
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. Eyiatle with the Eoly 3p1rit sent from haavan. Sin&é'seéming~.

ly, as 5almana believes, bnase words in hyheaiana 3:10 are not

ne raf&rring to ﬁsmnniac powers, they weuld most prcbably rafsr ' |
" ;te angals. ?hia would be oans;stant with I Peter 1l:12. Baﬁh o
salmsnﬁ anﬁ Hoﬁge take this viaw.15 : ‘

V Ey taking the above ennglusian, 1t seems that the angels

’am in the syh&re eallad tv ro:s sn'aupa.vwls‘ , and they are leam-— '
1ng the maaifolﬁ ﬁasdom of Go& ehraugh the ‘mystery revealed 1n

 the hiatary cf the Churﬁh.

| msmw Epmsxans 6:12: ‘ ,‘
(Place in the Epistle) From 6»10»20 3uat before tha

conolusion of the Letter, ?aul givaﬁ the fiﬂal ad&on&bian ta

the ehurch in the Eplstla. He amys, ‘Pus on the whole armor

of God bhat yau may ba able to stand against the wiles of the
‘éevilﬁ (6: 11) Tha ‘reason eanjained to thie command 1s 6:12:

"for we are net aentending againat flssh and blood but againsh
‘the principalicias, againsb the powers, against the world rulers
‘of this present darkness, against the a@iritual ‘hosts of wicked-
ness in the hsavanly sphere. * | | o )

G (Eﬁxtual Problem): There are four textual problems in

this Varse;, But only two of them which have direct bearings o

upon the purpaﬁe af this paper will be dealt with here. A sub-

stitute reading /usaoélas is givon in the place of afxas rlfas

Tas sfoua-m.s, ,ygg,;;g supported by F%. : P% is a very mpﬁrmt :

third century m@n@seﬁipt, an& is in the 'Hautralﬁ family. But

- 15, Charles Eadge, En esia { ow fork: Rebert‘garter and
Brcthers, 1858), p. 173. Hodge does not reason out. He takes 1t
for granted. - ) 3
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the weakness here 1s that this witness stands alone, while the
reading given in .Eestla'a text 18 suppcrted by ¢ (representing
B,X, C, ete.}, }3, end G. It seems 'mat 1t 18 best to take
the raa&mg ar the Nestle text: ham.

'rha phmﬁe ev Tois erraupav:ols 18 not found in P%
?or the same masan given for th@ above problem, 1% is best to
inoclude the phraae m the text. mhs,a ‘can be further supporteé.' '
’by‘ the fellewing kraaaon._ It is eaay to take aueh a phrase as
this from ‘ths.‘ context of 6:12, ' But 1t 1s hard to conceive of
.the ~msiusi:,m ef“ this phrase, if it were not originally there.

‘(Bcdy):vwiﬁgﬁa#eribingggh@ wrestling in which Christians
éée angagms,"vg#&é 12 agpm%h@ﬂ fro}ix the mgati"va side. The
,“wr&stiing is nnt against 'blooﬂ and fl&sh. Althcugh the ordar :
715 “flash an& bl@ea* &n athar plaaes in the New Testamenx (I gor,

15:50, Mt. 16»1?, etc.), Heb. 2:14 and here, the order is "blood

and flesh.* *rha manmg is assenbially the same. It refers to
huﬁaﬁity. No matter how. atrong a human being may be, he 18 i
| still & humen and xxmitea | T S
_ In eentrase to a weak, llmited humanity, the opponents
for the wrestling ar& 1mredfme&  They are “the prineipaliti&a,* 5
"the pomrs,” "tha world mlers of this darknass " and “tha ’
spirﬁ.tual hosts af wickadmss. ma t;heir domain is in ths
hsavanly sphere, - S
 The fact tha't: hal&amrs have to put on the whole amw
of God to fight agamst them clearly mdieates that a.p)(u and
ftourial 1in this context refer to powers of evil. kooueKpdropas

70U oKéTOUS 18 "the world-rulers of this darkness" which means
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powers daminating gverywhera 1n this sinful werld.'ra uvs¢a¢77xg
is neutral, but to 1ntarpret it as "hosts" 18 praferable te
~ %glement® bgaaasawzt suggests ggraonal a&varsariaa.lé The whela
tone of th&yvgrse iuﬁiaaﬁea that all these expresazenﬂ refer to
all the wiéxe&‘ spiritual foes against believers.

Am ‘the phrase sv o fnou,aawm dgfines the domain
of these spiritual foes against believers. Since all ‘other
verses (1:3, 20 2:6, 3:10) 1nﬁieata the sphere to be the sphere
- of a;iritual biaasing, it Beems 3trange to rind this phrase in
this context af spiritual war. ﬁut a. alaea axaminatian of . the
relatian b@twaan ths other varaes eantain&ng the phrase aheds
a light ugan it. 'Believers in Christ are in this sphere (2:6).
And the faet that they ara hal&avara a@es not mean that they
are frae from sﬁiritual warf&ra. In faet a rasl spiritual war-
rara beginﬁ when men beoom& chrzstiana. Bsfore they were
‘*follcwing th@ eeursa ef this werld rsllowing the prince of
the power cf;ﬁha_air*,QZ:Z}, but when they ‘became chriﬁtians.
;ﬁney became énamiéa‘ta‘tham. Thérafara,‘it is not strange to
find such 3 991witaal warfare in this sphere. Anﬁ the fact
’thét apiritﬁalywarfara exists in the lives of (hristians showé
| thét these evil spiritual faéeéa have their domain in this sphere.

Conclusion:

 fThus, aéeeramg to Ephesians, fv 7o7 Emoupaviors 1s
that invisible 8piritual sphere where the risen Chriat is en~
throned over all powars of the . universe, and the ehaldren of

16. Rchinson, OP. eit., p. ZIR;
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. God are‘sgiritually blessad,ln‘chriat. In here both the good
and evil forces are at work. Angels are learning the manifold
wisdom of God through the myaterj“éf‘the Church, and all the
avil.spiritualkferées of the universe aré wagiﬁg Spiritualtwar-
fare against the Church. ‘

Hetzgsr observes two extrema spiritual situations that
the Church meets in 1 3 anﬁ 6:12, or the first and ths last
mention of the phrase. Ha says,

. In the first pessage the Church is said to

possess every spiritual blessing v Tols

¢novpaviors , and in the last it is plotured

as being involved in a fearful conflict with

~the aosmic and evil spiritual powers of that
i"%hu&, aaeerding to Ephasiana, the Church is existing
. in the sphere called gv TO7S snov/)awms bemg blessed by God

‘and fighting its spiritual warfare.

17. Bruce M. Metzger, ®pPaul's Vision of the Church,?®
Theology Today, VI (Apr.—Jan., 1949« -50), p. 54.




CHAPTE& Four
IHA&ERY’DESQRIP?I?E OF THE CHURCQ

| CGmmuniaaticn through a languaga is cammuniaaticn

through symbals for 1anguaga consists of symbols of thaughts,
,aatlans and thzngs. Thenefcre, it is not an exaggeration to
say that a m&n e&n aammuaiaate to othars only through syﬁbela‘
And how true thiﬁ is when & man trias to aammunieste spiritual
things to cbhera.‘

Divine eemmunicatian often toék plaoe'throﬁgh the use
~of imsgery in Biblical times. @he pr0phet'&maa osnvayed thé .
mind of God thraugh locusts, a man with a plumbulins, a basket
of summer fruita, ate.‘ The prophet Zechariah spoke tnrough ‘
| 1magery'af'the harﬁas, smith, measurer, ete. Like Daniel in
the 0ld @ast&mant the aavelation af John i8 full of images |
(345.,\1amb saala horsas, trumpets, etc.). "

In the Ephesian Letter Paul represantskthroughr1magaryd'

one of the most important aspects of the Church, ﬁam@iy the
union of Jesus Christ with the Church. Three images of th@n-l
church are auhatﬁnﬂiﬁg.‘ They are the Body, the Building, hgdu
the Bride. Less reeogﬁiéadvia the image of the Church as a
cammunity of Slaves to Jaaus chriat.

Jasus chrish is all sufficiant and He is ecmplste in
‘Himself. Ba is not &epandent for His exlstence upon anyone or
- anything. It 1s an unmistakable fact that "He 13 before all
things, and in Him all-things hold together" (Col. 1:17). How-

ever, as far as His relation to the Church 1s concerned, He 1s
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nﬁthing withnut His chureh ju&t as tha Church 1is nothing with~
out Him. This is said with 311 reverence.
Rygren brings this eut in 8 fcreeful way 1n his baak
Chriat anﬂ the chureh. Ta say in whally abstract fashian that,

J&sus 1& the Savior in and for aimself is utterly meaningless.
~‘Ra nust be the Savior of someons or something. There 1an§"
'Good shapher&ﬁ apart from the ahaap. Jesus 18 "the Good Shep- -
hera* prsaisaly beaauae He ”Iays &own His life for the sheep*
(Jahn 1a 11 15), To speak only of the aufferings that Jesus
endureﬂ on the ocross makes the eross merely a symbol of human
heroism or aeurage, anﬂ that 13 all. This misses the most im*
portant pcin&; The sufferinga af Christ an the oross bacame
meaningful cnly when una raaagnizas that His suffering was fer
our transgressiana and 1n1quities.l
In tha same way, Christ and the Church are aorrelatiwa‘i
Christ aannﬁt be christ apart frcm the church and the Church
aannat b& the chnrsh apart,from Christ, All the images uaea
in the Ephssian letter show thia elearly. The Head cannot ba |
"the Head apart from His Body, the Cornerstone 1s meanmglesa
apart from the Builﬁing, the Bridegroom cannot be the Bridegroom
‘without His Bride, and the Mastar eannet be tha Master withaut
tha Slaves. Similar&y‘thejﬁaﬁy, th@ Building, the Brlde anﬂ
the Slaves araimeaningless~épart from the Head, the Cornerstone,
the Bridegroom, and theigaater.‘ The oné 18 never without the

other,

y 1. &nders ﬁygran, Christ and His Church, trans, by Alan
- Carlsten (?hilaéelphia- The Weatminater Press, 1956), pp. 90, 91.
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This éhgpter 1s divided into four sections, and each

section will*&éai with one of the four images of the Ghurch"
(1) The ﬁoay, (2) The Bullding, (3) The ﬁride, and (4} A Com=
fmunity of slaveg.

'Iw The Eﬁﬁj of Christ:

| In the gphaﬁian Letter the universal Gharah as the

~'Eoﬁg of Christ 13 a v@ry impartant image, To understand this
image bettsr, the £s11ow1ng three matters will be discussed:
(1) The word d'é}aé,; (2) The Texts iri Ephesians, and (3) The

~ Church as the Body of Christ. |
| A, TBE Haﬁna1wuan ' |

'};*ha ward, ra;aa has a wide variety of usage and meanings,v

';Acoorﬂing to Arndt and Gingrich, sometimes it i8 used for the
dead body or eorpae, and even far material substances (e.g.,
Mt. 27: 59 - *éaaé bady,“ Aristotle - awvaa.7ru GaTes or tre

. whcle mass of watar, ete.). It is also used for living bodies

(1 aor‘ 6: 1@ etc.) The word may even mean reality againat
rshaéewb(601. 1?), It is also used for a living or organic
body. |

It suggests the idea of a whole and even that
of an artificial whole, 8 collection. A volume
consisting of books is & ®soma'; the contents
of a letter or document can be eontrasted with
‘8ingle phrases as its "soma"; a corporation is
a "soma." One may speak of a "soma' of men, &
body of soldiers, an army-corps.q

2, W.F. Arndt and F.W. Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexi-
con of the New Testament (Chicago; The University o ieaga
press, 1956), Pp. B06-807.

2, J. de Zwaan, "Another Approach to the Idea of the
‘Boolesia in the New Testament," Nederlandsch Theologisch Tiggr
schrift, vol I (001:' 191&6 ~Aug 1947}, D. 20.
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It is ths 1@&% m@aning that ?aul has in m&n& in ﬁe~‘n
Kaarxbing the eemmuaities af baliav$rs in ¢hrist as the ¢u¢ua
~f‘(ﬁsm. 12f%,5, Eph. 1:23, etc.}.‘ The word 18 used for a 1iviag,
crgaaia baﬁy b@fere P&ul'@ ﬁima by a%hera (e.g., Menenius
S &gr@pya), but it w&s primarily Paul who bcek this up and ap-

‘ \pliea it to the eharsh and glﬁbcrataﬁ the soncept.

Thus ﬁm warﬁ 0'19«4 m appliezd 'se the Churéh by Paul, |

Ebut what u&a h@hiﬁﬁ this? was 1t a Gre@k influence that Paul

| received? It seems most probable that the image of the Body

‘ (Lanﬂdn~ The Ep@arth ?rasa, 195

tkéama tavyaui froﬁ the charaat&f&st&cvﬁabrﬁw 1&@& of personifi-
, aatian. ﬁam aan all the baliaVQrs, the aaunmlaas Christians
isaatteraﬁ ovar tha face ‘of the ear&h be Qonsiﬁgrad as the Body
of Chriﬁt? Thiﬁ ﬁﬁt&ﬁn aeema unintalligible to our way af
hhxnk&ng But ta ?aul wha was born a J@w ana eéuaata& as
‘J&w;jit ;s‘nﬁt quiﬂ&iso atrange. In the Hebrsw thought—forma B
ken&"mannéftéa ééﬁraséﬁts or even embodies a group of people.
"vAﬁa&, Abr&ham, ﬁa&aa, Elijah to the Jaws are not mar@ly indl-

' vxanala.s Thay ars in&ividnals, but alse reprasant some graaya
af paaple. ?h&s ia nlearly ﬁaen in nomans 5 where Adam rapre~
’aents the whola fallen human race. Againat suchua baakgrauaﬁ{
yit is quite na@aral for Paul to use the'wcrdfo*é;ua foéktﬁa '
~ Chureh. B | | L B

There ar§ aighﬁfgaasagas in Ephesians in which the word

l&l Khiﬁ; ’c PQ zg-
-5, J. Hobert Nelson, The Bealm’of Redem tian, &hh ad
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¢ijua 15 used, One of these definitely refers to human bodies
(5:28), but the others refer to the Church {1:22,23, 2:16,
bib, B:12, 115,16, 5:23,30). | ;
_q;e.xtuai problems in these mmas: 1:22,23 has no prob-

lem. There are two problems in 2; ?.6“. (1) Westoott and Hort's
small aﬁltmn of 1895 omite the aemma after oravpol . (2) G,
Vulgate and sama of the old Latin manuseripts have a substitute
reading Ut in the place of alr@. But this substitute is
slenderly supported in comparison to the witness for adry by
A, B, eto, Ia &_&g_ there is 10 preblamr. There are two prab..
lems in w {51),' The King James Version and even the aavmed
Standard Version pu'é a comua after 3.)'0’ wv , but there should not:
be a comma ttmge No manuscript supports the comma there. (2)
The first editmn of B. Weiss omits a comma after S1akovias; |
but with a majority of witnesses for the inclusion and from .
the standpoint of the sentence structure, it is best to mtam |
a comma thars. fhere are six problems in 4:15,16. (1) G has

a suhstituw madwg m\q Omv ¢ 7romuvns in the place of ',
akqasaovrss ag: . The witnese of G 1B not strong enough in
the face of the wituesses of §) and D. (2) The definite ‘
article q befare K£¢a)\£, 18 omitted by D*G 1739, and clamnb

of Alexandria. But it is best to kesp the artiole in the text
because of the batmr witness given for its inclusion by § .
(3) After KC‘Pa)\*I ﬁ D, Gpl have the 1nterp¢:>1atian o befem
)(flr'ms . Since the Keqm)\bl ﬁefinitaly refers to C.'hria*%: and

to none other, 1‘; does not change the meaning of tha text,

(4) After émyopyyias the following witnesses omit Kat’€véprsiay
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from the text: ¢, a number of o0ld Latin witnesses, shﬁ Irenaeus.
The witness »y'g, anﬁ D, for the inclusion of the words, ispre- -
ferred. (5),“!f’“5 18 substituted by,us)was by A, Cpe., Vul- B
gate, Peshito, and Hort. The maanings 1mplied in both words
are about the séma. (6) A substitute reading adrod s given
by & m&é;, | maqhem‘wrr An the place of £aUToD before év eramy .
On the witness of H, éauro?f is preferred. There are two prob-'-; :
lens 1n‘§i§§;'but they have no direct bearings upon the subjaeﬁ
at this time.  Aﬁ'obv1ous interpolation is glven in 5:30 after
adtol by & D, Gpl, latt., sy., Irenseus from Genesis 2:23,
It is treated later in this study. Thus, in proceeding to the
disaussiaﬂ of the next section, bheyraadiﬁs given in Nestle's
text will be taken as reliable.
C. THE CHURCH AS THE BODY OF CHRIST:

' In Paul's thought, sometimes the Church 15 the Body of

Christ and Christ is the Head (1:22, 4:15, 5:23, etc.); but at

other timesuakbist is the whole Body and the believers are the'i"
members of ﬂis Body((Z:lé, 5:30, eto.). In accordance with |
this truth, this section is divided into two parts: (1) The
Head and the Baéw; (2) The Body and its Members.

1. The B@ad and the Body: |

In stuﬁying this image, it 1s well to observe wh&t‘
Nygren says about the importance of thinking of the Body and L
the Head together: |

To designate the Church as the body of Christ
and Christ as the Head of the Church i1s not to
imply that one part is allocated to Christ and
another to the Church; on the contrary, it
emphasizes their indissoluble relationship and
unity. Christ is not the head pure and simple,
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“but he ia ﬁha‘head of His Church.g
Since this is so true, the Head and the Body camnot be considered
éa entirsly separaié entities. Therefore, in order to proceed
further in this section, first the Head in relation to the Body
is consldered, and, second, the Body &s the m\'ifwfm- of Christ.
a) gherga&d in Relation to the Body: Although the word

"Head" 18 not used in Romans 5 and in I Corinthians 15, the
‘Headship of Christ is clagbly seen in these chapters. Jesus,
as "the Second Adam® revrésenta thaﬁﬁead of the New Humanity
over against the first Adam who represents the sinful, natural
human rece. To be in Aé&mvmaana to stand under the headship of
death. But to be in Christ meaﬁs to stand under the Headshlp
of 1ife. Christ 18 the Head of the New Humanitﬁ, the Church
which 1s His 59&&. ﬁAnd 1h.Ephesians 1:22,23, "the headship of
Jesus 1s theVQQSt.viﬁal and far reaching character. There is
1o questioning or passing beyond His authority, for He is the
head tover all things' to the Churoh.“? :

’?ha ﬁaaéshiﬁ‘ﬁksarts the aa#eraignny over the Body,
Since the direoting force 18 in the Head, the Body must be
- guided and controlled by it. Hebrew idiom, with which un-
doubtedly Paul was familiar, makes this plain.

The head is used as representative of the whole

personality - ‘'your blood be upon your own

heads! (Josh., 2:19, I Sam. 1:16, Ac. 18:6); cf.

the Proverb that kindness to an ensmy heaps

coals of fire on his head (Prov. 25:22, RBom. 12:
20) . VWhen the Apostle speaks of the headship

é. uygran op. oit., pp. 95, 96.
7. J. scoéﬁ"gfaﬁﬁft: God in Christ Jesus (London:
Charles H. Kelly, 1915), p. 259,
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of Christ, he 18 using Heb. psychology and
proclaiming the unity of purpose which must
be a feature of the life of the Church.a

b) fg_ha Body as The m\)‘{‘pwm, of christ: In relation

to the Headship of Jesus Chrilst, the chureh is introduced in
1:23 as T vr)\pipwpu ToU TR ﬂivra dv maew ﬂ)«qpou/lc'vou. Here
& question 18 raised among the‘expcsitors of the Word of god
whether 7Afpwua has an active or passive meaning, and mAypoupcvoy
in this verse miadle or passive (e.g., Abbott, pp. 34-38;
Robinson, pp. 255-259; Hanson, pp. 127-129). It is difficult
Just by comparing arguments glven by both schools of thought to
decide which is really right. Both sides are quite convineing.
Fipar tékes a different approach té the meaning of ﬂ)\lifmfca
from these ainsitars.. ¥hile they are q?ncérnad about grammar
and Greek 6rig1n,=91per points to ths,Old Testament meaning.

He says: &

All attempts to consider the pleroma a8 the
grammatical subject of this sentence (Col.

1:19) are based upon a ocomplete misunderstand-
ing of the meaning of this word. In the Bible
pleroma is usually employed as a nomen actlionis
and designates the act of "f111ing"® and then
also that which does *fill.* 1In the 01ld Testa-~
ment *filling" is frequently used in a dynamic
sense, in the way in which we speak of filling
or charging an electric battery. Thus in Exod.
32:29 the ordination of the Levite is described
as *filling his hands," that is, imparting to
them the power to perform a valid sacrifice.
Hence pleroma in this context 18 the power which
makes the things to be what in Godts purpose
they were destined to be.9 ~

8. F.J. Taylor, "Body," A Theological Wrd Book of the
Bible, ed. by Alan Richardson (New York: The Macmlllan company,
1959), pp. 35-36.

9, otto A. Plper, "The Saviour!s Eternal Work; An Exe-
gea%s7of Col. 1:9-29," Interpretation, III (January 1949),
p. 297.
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By aeeagﬁing shis interpretation of the nxqpqpa. in

| _fﬁphaﬁiana 1 23, wa ‘see that tha Church reoeivea from Christ

~ the power ta,gewfgrm her dutiea, and that in the,churehfa per-

~ forming offkgk:ﬁaﬁies Christ is being filled. As it has been
made olea§ in the 1htroﬁu¢tion; this does not mean Christ lacks
samathing in Eis ?eraan. It is anly 1n respect to His relation

. to the Church that Fe may be said to be in any sense lacking.

:B@ 1& not aﬁmplata without the Church.

Ih is truly a startling thought that Christ is éspandu ’
ing upon tha church for the tulfillm@nt of His Christhood. The
1mage empleyeé hare by paul shows the 1nterdepanﬁenne of the

© Head and the Body. The funotion of the Head 1s fulfilled omly

“fthrough the Boﬁy, tharafors, the Qhurah is the fulness of Christ.
*The churah at §rasent is the erg&n of hiﬁ aelf~expressian, the

:;1nstrument wharaby ha works. Jesus' feet and hends no longer

. move qr work 1n our midst, as they once moved and wrought in

 palestine. But, through the Church which is his body, and not.
samething Saparate frﬁm him, he still livas and moves amang
men, #3° \ , ;

The sng:u;;;g‘f@at,in;reduéea in 1:23 that Christ 18
dependent upan:the Church for tha fulfillment of his Christhood
- 48 further underggood by the metaphor used in Ephesians.5;30:
"We are members of his‘ba&y." According to this figure,}ahrist
i8 the whole bbdy, includ&ng'the Head and the aédyikthe nembers
’cf gis Body are éhaﬁchﬁrsh. w1tﬁout the members, the Body can-

10. Bruce M. Metzger, ®"paul's Vision of the Ghurch,
Theology Today, VI (Apr.-Jan., 1949-50), p. 57.
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not be complete. Calvin, commenting on 1:23, says:

what consolation 18 1t for us to lsarm, that, not
until we are along with him, does he possess all
hig parts, or wish to be regarded as complets!
Hence, in the Pirst Epistle to the Corinthians,
when the apostle discusses largely the metaphor
of a humen body, he includes under the single
‘nsme of Christ the whole Church.,y

e) @ha &r0wth of the Body: The Church 18 not something

| static.,:we have already ssen in 1:22,23 that the éhurah is the
instrument through which Christ works on the earth. In 4:15,16
the growth of the Body of Christ 1s mentioned. "Rather speak-
ing*tﬁaﬂtruth inﬂiova, we are to grow up in every way into him
who ié‘tha nead, into Christ, from whom the whole body, Joined
and knit together by every jJoint with which 1t 1s supplied,
‘whan each part is working pmw@erly,'makes bodlly grewth ané up=- -
bullds itself in love." C. H. Dodd says: |

If Christ is thought of as an "inclusive per-
sonality" in whom the church lives and grows
(2:21) and in whom the whole universe 1s ul-
timately to be "summed up," then there 1s a
sense in which he is not complete until this
process is finished. Thus 1t would be possible
to understand the whole verse as meening "the
church, as being his body, expresses the to-
tality of Him who 18 everywhere and in all re-

spects growing campleté.ﬁlz

As each member learns that he 1s & part of the whole, and con-

tributes his appropriate share towards the good of the whole
body, the growth of the body is realized. The source comes
from Him, and the growth takes place in Him. In other words,

11. John Calvin, Commentaries on Galatians and Ephesians,
trans, by W. Pringle (Grand Repids, Mich,: wWm. B. Berdmens pub-
lishing Co., 1957), p. 218, o

12, C.H. Dodd, "Ephesians," The Abingdon Bible Commen- ,
tary, ed. by P.C. Eiselen, . Lewis, and D.G. Downey (New YOPK:
Abingdon Press, 1929), p. 1228, L
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-the origin 18 1n Christ, and the gaal for whloh is it moving

| is "into dhrist. wid

2. The Bo y and Its Members:
In 2: 11-22 9aul deals with the faot that Jesua christ
: broke dawn the ﬁividing wall. ot the hoatility which @xistsd be~

tween the Jews and the Gentiles and created in Himself one New

ﬁan.l“ Epheaiana 2:16 says, ". . . might reconcile us both
LJews and tha Gentiles: to God in one body through the oross,

theraby bringing the hostility to the end.' Here the refer-

ence to "the cress " makea-it~eertain that "in one body” rereré* 8

to the Inoarnats Person of chrisu., It parallels ®in Hipself®
in verse 15, and the context shows that the phrase "in ona body*

also inoludes reference to the Church. The phrase 1is thevaama ‘
as "one body" uaa& in I. Cor, 12:12,13 where Paul says, "For .
just ‘as the boay 1s one and has many members, and all the memé

‘bers of_the boéy, though maeny, are one body, 80 it is with .

Christ, For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body --

Jews or Greeks, slaves or free -- and all were made to'drink  7
of one Spirit." Ephesians 5:30 presents the samg'image. chr&ét ‘
18 the whole body and all the believers are members of Hﬁs'ﬁodx,t_v
both the Jewa‘énﬁ the Gentlles. Thus, in this image, to be |
the members of His Body means the seme as to be "in Christ.*
Thus, aaeording to th@ Ephesian Letter, and in all ths |

13. This idea of growth will be further disaunsad
under the Relation between the Body and the Building at the
end of the Section II in this chapter. :

14, Por further information on this unity, see
Chapter PFive, "Unity of the Jews and the Gentiles."
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Pauline Epistles as well, the image of the Church as'the Body
of Christ can ﬁeén two things according to the context., The

- Church is thayaody'ef Christ and Christ 18 the Head, or Christ
18 the whole Body and the Church sonstitutes the members of
"His~3bﬁy;f whiie ghé Head is over the Body and the Body is sub-
ordinate to the‘ﬁaaa,‘both’are in an 1ﬁﬂ1ssolub;e relationship
and unity; There 18 only one Ecdy of ¢hrist, and 1ts growth
takes place in Him and toward Him,

1I. The Building:
| Very closely aonnactéd with the image of the Body of

Christ, the imagé of the Bullding is introduced in the Ephesian
Letter (2:20-22, 4:12,16). 1In dealing with this image, three
things will bé'éiséussad in this Bection: (1) The Context and
the Text, (2) @halchuroh as thé Building, and (3) The Relation
Between the Imagaa‘of the Body and the Building. |
A. THE CONTEXT AND THE TEXT:
Beginﬁing with 2:11 paul shows how the separation which

existed between the Jews and the Genbiles i8 broken down by the
work of Jesus Christ., In verse 19 Paul begins a long sentence
in which he introduces the image of the Bullding:

80 then you are no longer strangers and so-
Journers, but you are fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God,
built upon the foundation of the apostlas and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the chief
cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is
Joined together and grows into a holy temple
in the Lord; in whom you also are bullt into
1t for & dwelling place of God in the Spirit.
(2:19-22)

In the fourth chapter the Apostle speaks of the ascended
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Lord giving gitts to mn in order that some may be ‘apostlea,
some propﬁets,g‘ some evangelists, and some pastors and méahex’a.
«’rhe.v‘m&in purpose of their ministry is introduced in verse 12
a8 "for buildmg up the body of Christ." The same aentems
whieh began in 4:11 stil1l continues, and the end of the minis-
try 18 desoribed as the attainment of the “unity of the faith
_‘ and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature menhood, to
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." This
mature mnhaa&f;a described from the negative side in verse 14,
“}an& from the g&ésﬁitftm side in verses 15 and 16. And verses 15
and 16 have a mmet ‘bsaring upon the #ubsect of the Builﬁihg:
Rather, spéakmg the truth m' love, ke are to
grow up in every way into him who 18 the head,
into Christ, from whom the whole body, Jeima
and knit tage'sher by every Jjoint with which it
is supplied, when each part is working properly,
makaa ’b@&ily gmwth and upbullds itselfl in love.
' 8ince t«he taxt.ual problems of 4:12 and 4:15,16 have been
alraady tm&taé m the previous section of this oh,apter, they
 will not be ecmaid.amﬁ here. The first text for this section,
2:20-22, l:ma'tﬁo problems. (1) in verse 20, after dxporwy,ai_w
some manusoripts such as D*G, latt. have A\/fou. Against this
L., origen, a%a; komt the word. As far as the meaning of ihe
~ sentence is aémamm,__ there 1s no difference whether A76oU 18
" - there a? mt ~_"liastale'.s text oclassifies the word as an mmrpo‘la-‘-
tion. | (2) 'In‘vjéz‘#&' 21 thers 18 a question of the text which 18
| extfsmaly mpaftant;. JX"AGP support for 71drd 4 a:’xvéa/uli
But betmr evidence is dacide&ly in favor of Naca OIkOJO/N7

(B P BGKL, etoc.).



In Stuﬁying this imege, the main emphasis will be placed
on the text, 2:20-22, Other passages, 4:12 and 4:16, will be
1tr@ata& waialy in ralation to th@ im&ga cf the Body in that
follawing section (1. &., )
| From the meaning contained in ofKETOL 1in verse 19,

o Pﬁﬁl makes an aagy;tr&naitiqn to the image of the Buillding in
verse 20. aﬁﬁc@nning the image of the Building, four things
will be coné;ﬁeraa: (1) Foundation, (2) Cornerstone, (3) Growth,
‘and (4) The Unity. |
1.v?pundétian:
Thaiﬂuﬁlaing.ia sa1d to be built upon the foundation

'of‘tha‘“apcatlea and prophets.” As to "the apostles" there 18
no question wﬁa3§h¢y are. But a question is raised as %o whether
;j*ﬁrepheta* refer to the 01d Testament prophets or the New Testa-
{ ment proghata.,.

| Just before this verse Paul brought out the fact that
fthe Jawa and the Gentiles viere united together in Christ Jesus.

15

From this it 13 taken by some that the prophets here refer

 "ta the 014 Taatamaat prophets who rapnasenxed ths cld I&rael .

- But if this 18 aa, why does not Paul write '?rapheta and apos-

" tles"e Moreover, in 3:5 and 4:11 the New Testament prophets are
1 mant1oneﬁ in the same order as in 2:20, together with the reve-
_lation that they received the gifts for their ministry. The

omission of the artiocle rav ’oefcm the ﬂfo:}qmv may indicate

15. E. ., J.E. Cowden, Saint Paul on Christian Unit
(Hew York: F ming g. Revell company, 15237, po. 86-87.
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that they belong to the same oclass with amnogTOAWY, There-

: .!‘am, 1t seems bast to take "Prophets® hers to msan the New

‘raatamnt; pmphsw.

But what is meant by the "foundation of the apostles

,ﬁn&'gro:!haw”f? ‘The genitive T@&V cannot be the genitive of ap-

position, because they as persons cannot be the foundation of

- the Building. )ff théy were the fcunﬁm;:\on, the Building could

not be stable, for they too were fallible men. %hemfem, it

18 best to take tm genitive as the gemtive ef cause, whmh
'muld mean %lae foun&aticn 1&1& by them,* namly, the Gospel

of Jesus. t‘:hriat. pmaoha& by tmm. This is what paul is saying
also in }; cor. 3.10. ‘He says. _thet he has laid the foundation
"according to the commission of God given" to him. 4And 1t 18
evident t»hat 'ke ws's‘ commissioned to preach the Gospel (Acts
9:15). Thus the foundation of the Building 1s laid by the

. A, 'apestleﬂ and praghats of the New Covenant through their preach- .
o 1ng~:af\thex fmpaz of Christ.

Qomrs tscme H

The eemaratem of the Buimmg 18 Jesus Christ aoeorﬁ~

ing to 2:20: dvros axpoywwmou abrov” Xplrrw '/4,0'00‘ Notice
'; ‘bm_ emphatic ‘uaaut adrold. No other person but Jesus Himself
’.ts_A t};@ammwwﬁe;gsf this Building. The 014 %stammgwite‘éa' |
ocalled the ﬂessial&, *'corxi;erstona' (seb eross refarence m E.s.\?.

on ua'. 28:16 #ﬁ&?sa. 118:22 in t:hé New k@esﬁam&nﬁ parallalé') .

ng Q.. 1@36)p Pe 299

16. 8.D.F. ﬂalmcné. Ep%eaia » Yol. III of gne ?R‘ba&?
tor'g gMek Testament (t}ran ap s,’ﬁmh.. Wm, B. ma
Pu :
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»Isa.~28316,,*aehai&; I em laying in Zion for a foundation a
stone, a tesbaﬁ,gtona,“a precious cornerstone, er”a,aur@ founda-~
‘tion: 'He who believes will not be in haste'.® Psalm 118:22,
.the*kténa‘ahiﬁﬁxﬁhﬁ builders rejected has become the ahiet,
cornerstone.” A ﬁQW‘@aatamant writer quotes these verses as
raferring to Jagus christ (a.g*, I ret. 2:6,7). About the cor-
- n@retanm. Kitto's 6zalag§adia says: '

,"%ha Qornsrstana* was & large and massive stone
so formed as when placed at a corner, to bind
together two outer walls of an edifice . . . .
‘Sometimes it denotes those massive slabs which
being placed towards the bottom of any wall,
serve to bind the work together, &8s in Isa,

28:16, Of these were often two layers, with-
out cement or mortar, This explanation will
sufficliently indicate the sense in which the

title of tchief-cornerstone' is appliaa to
Ghrzat.l7 ;

~ Upon the anrnarstana, the stability of the whole build-
| ing dapsnﬂa* tharafcra, 1t 18 the most important stone in the

 structure. ﬁndygha faot that infallible Jesus Christ is the

‘Carnarsténa makés~tha Building stable. Moreover, as tha Head
;’determines the oharaaner of the Body, so also the Cornsrstone
datarminas the natura of the Building.

| 3. Grmt |

In verse 21 tha’ growth b_f the maoa o:’xoSo/u,’ 18 mentioned.
- To introduce this idea, Paul 1is very careful not to attribute

' the growth to the human realm. Jesus Christ is not only the
Cormerstone (v. 20) in relation %o the Building, but also the

17. John Kitto, "Cornerstons," A Cyclopsedia of Biblical
Literature, Vol. I, 34 ed., ed. by W.L. agexaﬁar Wﬁﬁaﬁipﬁia:

J.B. Lippincott and ce., 1é66), p. 564,
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Person in whom'the growth of the Buiié.ing takes place (v. 21) J;
"grows . . . in the Lord." Lldgett says at this point, "He
rJesus; 1is essential to the unity of the whole. He is both its
ground-plan and its cement. St1ll more, He is the living ideal
through and in whioch the Churahf comes to reall zati.on.”w

‘Mo understand the idea of the growth in this verse, N
two things shall be considered: the substance of growth (‘n';rq.
o:’xaéo,w,’)’, and the nature of growth ( a.(’ffe} ¢is vaov &'rmv év |
Kupiy). -

2) The substance of growth: There is a question

raised by expositors as to whether naoa ot'm&o,wf means "every ‘
building® or 'tha%hble bullding."* Various versions and trans-
lations are divided about these two opinions. While Eef'mtt'

and the R.S.V.‘ ftranalate t‘ly'i\e wcrgis as "the whole structure®;

the A.8.V. translates the'wbrd‘a in the text, ®"each several
bullding® and in the footnote, "every building.® Phillips!
translation giveskt’he reading of the verse as "In him each |
separate piece of building properly fitting into its neigh-
bor." But the most important question is what QPR ai'xo&o,w[ :
means, 'Hansah personally takes the words to mean "the whole |
building," but he recognizes that the words without the definite
artiele"f maanﬂ"evary building® or "everyting that is bu.‘kli.t;."?l9
| Since it is & well aceemed fact that the definité artiolali ‘

should not be in the text (Robinson, Salmond, etec.), it seems

18. ridgett, op. cit., p. 254. ~ T

19. sStig Hanson, The Unity of the Church in the New Testa-
ment ("Uppsala Universitet Nytestamentllige, Acta 1B, uUppsala:
Almqvist & Wiksells Boktryckeri, 1946), p. 132.
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that "every building" 18 what Paul had in his mind,

This interpretation of the words does not exclude the.
idea of the m#éraéi Church from the verse. The relative
which definitely ‘meens "in Christ Jesus ° (v @ refers naturally
to the nearest V‘éuﬁjem, which is not dkporwyiaiov, bus xf/o-faJ
J§ood ). 1s related to both mdew oikoSepf and eova ppoAcpouuing
1f & man says, "avery student in the junior class is in this
:‘oom,"" thisd@s mt’ éxcluda aziy one in the Jjunior olass, 8o
also *evary huilﬁing* relatad to & ¢ @ does not exclude any that |
~are in chriat. - .
| ﬂms every huilding 18 said to be rwap,ua/\ofdu/“sw,
This word does mot ocour in non-Biblical writings. It ocours
only m“c%irisbiéaxi ;writings and th&t} only in this verse (2:21§
and 4: 16, It means to "fit or join together,? 220

b) The giatum of growth~ It seems strange to say eaeh

building ﬁrswk‘(affgu ). Seelng this problem, Hanson thinks

that %ssausié ‘the Bullding and the Body are so closely aomaeta&
 in this Epistle, the idea of growth may have been used here in
2:21. 21 But to unﬁerstazm tha natuz'e of growth, the phrase
fallowing acfftt must be eensidamd tegether with it.

~ Here the gmwth s said to be "into @ holy temple of
God, . or &is Vaov gWOV e In cmmidering this phrase togetmr,
one i’agea ang%hfar problem. Is not the Church already a temple
of god? pPaul sald to the Corinthians praviously: fyou ar_g a

temple of God" or vaos #€ol E£org (I Cor. 3:l6a). He also said

20. Arndt and Gingrich, op, oit., p. 792.
21, Hanson, Op. cit., p. %33.
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in II Cor. 6;16‘,,79% are & t:emzﬁla of 1iving God" or fuels )?éf vass

Qeoi érlutv {&"Jvrox These verses indicate that the Church is
almady the temp}.a af God now. Then what does 1t mean to gmw
 *into 8 holy temple of God*? Th@ c’lmreh is already a templs ct‘"‘

- god, so it does not need to grmt 'w be a %m@l& of God, ‘rhere.-

fore, it mem that the growth m&nt hem is qu&litativa. ’fha e
universal ahumh uhie.h is already a t@mple of god grwa to be
holy. It is 1ntaraat1ng to note thet the two verses which aall  1 
the chureh a *templa of {}oﬁ* (1 cor. 3 1éa and II Cor. 6:16) |
do net “.3;6 'ehe e&aeative arws . This does not mean that the
temple of God is unholy. It is holy. But it is also anVaan’A
oepta&“fad‘t that th& Church has room to be holier, just as eaeh*
Christian has mm to be h'oliar.' ';Bhemfore, the temple of ch.
has romﬁ to ‘bs hcéiier. And the growth which is taking plaaa
now (notice the pmsmt tense of 4J€£L) achieves this end in
ﬂad'a own appamteé time. 38ince the cornerstone 18 Jesus '
Ghrist and tha foundation is laid by the apaazlea an& pmphata‘“
by their praachmg of the Gospel of cmrist; and since the gro.- -
cess of growth is ev Kupny, it seems natural for the ’o@mpla of -
God to grow haly. Thus it 18 not strange for Paul to say,

"Every building being fitted together in him grows into a haly Lod

temple in the mm.

4, The Unity:
Ephesians 2:22, "In whom yw also are built into 115 fcr

8 dwelling place of God in the Spirit." Paul has not forgatteg
the theme he began to develop in 2:11. He related the inmage of
the Building to the unity of the Jews and the Gentiles, Lidgett
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interprets this transition as Paul's turning from "the universal
ﬂ“anafimparsoziax "asgaeéta of the subject to the more practical and
éa!rseml.ﬂzzl But in‘ giwngthis interpretation, he is mseing
what Paul is saymg ‘The word 6’4:75 in this verse unmistakably
. refers to the Gentiles. Notice the way Peul has been using the
word. *Yeu“ in tha preceeding context and the following (L.e.,
211 - x~g<.“ . 8t one time . . . Centiles"; 3:1 - "on behalf
““;éf Jou %ntilas'}; , Thus it‘ is evident that the Apostle ’b’i?ings
in the Gentiles to the image of the Building. Gentiles are
built into the temple of God. God dwelt before in Mount Zion,

. but He now dwells Ain the Church, His t:emple.

L - The :mat p&ra&a Ev nvsu,uan has been interpreted in
e varmus mys- (1} It haa been taken to refer to the mode of
"'Go«i' 8 gammz;qaum the Chumh, 1.8., God 1s present through His
8Spirit; and by virtue of this presence the Church 1s God's
| ‘&wéiiingopmomﬁ ,(2) It has been méarstomi as the instrument
. of the mﬂ:} o-avwkoéaﬂs?'rﬂg. (3) It has been interpreted as
referring to the natura of the dwelling-place (ka‘rmkq'rlipwV)
itself, 1.e., it 18 & spiritual dwelling-place. All these three
&are Biblioal, and it 18 hard to say which 18 the right one. So
we might say &hat":;;{a& dwells in His Teuple (the Church) by His
Spirit, and the Spirit 1s the instrument through which the Gen-
: t‘ile‘s am buiis 'ﬁmgatherk into ﬁh@&&ﬁxpi@ (or the habitation of
' God); and since it 1s the work of the Spirit, the Temple 18
spiritual. - | | | |

22. ridgett, op. eit., p. 253.
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So according to 2:20-22 the image of the Churoh as
the Building éarries with 1t the following ideas: (1)_Tha foun-
dation is laid by the epostles and prophets of the New Covenant
through their preaahing of the Gospsl of Christ; (2) Jesus
Christ Elm&&lf 13 the Canarabana in whom thHe stability amd
the natura of tha ﬁuildiag lie; {3) Every building being fittad
tagethar in ahrist whiah is the temple of God, is now growing
holy in Christ; (4 xmto‘thia temple, which is the habitation
‘ef\Géd in thé#$§irit,bthekﬁantilaﬁ are huilt togather by the
Spirit. |

C. THE RﬁLﬂTIOK E"TWEEﬁ THE IMAGES OF THE BODY AND
THE ﬁIL NG:

The fact that the images of the Bady and the Building

are very olcsely aenneoted can be seen clearly by the language |
uaed and the nature of beth images in 2:20-22 and 4:12, 16.

First of all, the expressions used are closely conmected :
in 4:12 and 4:16 with the,Bullding«and the Body idea: i.e. (4:12}
"fbr bullding off‘th‘e‘_‘___‘_z‘ of Christ" or g]s Ol’koéop&y 707
O’Wgago; T00 Xpwrou, gmi (4:16) "makes the growth of the _____@1
~for building of 1tse1f in love" or THv auﬁ-‘qnv ro0 crduares

moigivac ¢ls omobogqg gavrod év ardny,
Second, as 1t has been noted before the verb a-uVa.p)uof\orc aJ

- is uaed only here and nowhere else in relation to the Body (4:16)
and for the Bullding (2:21). It 18 interesting to note that the
word 1s used as present passive in both instances:

2:21 - wara 0iKodoui oovapuelorousévy.

4:16 - Tav "rc‘z o-&'/m. a-wap,ua/loroé/«svov. |
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» %hxr&, ] &daa of growth 15 related. Both i&agas are
,auza t:a gm 2 21 - Nara oma&a/m,y. . ayge( &-16 -,-a,VV
R ia.uiqu 'rau o-wparas noieTrac, i L
o ?ﬂurth the srawhh is ﬁat@rm&ned by Jesus Christ. In
if %ha case ef th@ naag, Jesus 15 th@ Head and unbo Him 1t grows.
 £§ %&¢ c&as af the auilﬁing, J&Sﬂﬂ ia the Ceﬁaarstaaa, and tha 

| ,‘gmwth takes. glam in Fim (Ev KUPIW-

ﬁﬁnaa, hhars 18 & ulesa relation batwaan the images ef‘

'~tha Baﬁy and ﬁhsiauzlaing in tha Ephesian Latter. Eehh images
: am mmpama}.y mma with mwt, and in Hin and unto Fim
thﬁ grewth 1& zaking plaaa now,

",,xm. g&m Brme'
 1Im E;maemns 53 23-33, the third image of the Chureh
kis founﬁ i‘g., tha universal churoh as the Bride of Jesus

‘Ghr&a%. elauﬁg ahavasaa Sees 1&»%&&& 1mage a far richer mean» ‘

 ing than the imga of the Body. He says:

It ﬁannﬁh exyrasa the funﬁamantal and original
apartness of Man and the Word of God, nor the

- astounding love which impelled the Brzaegroam
"to ocome down from heaven, to humble himself to
‘the level of his creation, that, in uniting him-
self to humanity, he might ralse humanity to the
heaven from which he came. A Body 18 a unity
which was elways one. A Marriage is the union
of two which grows into perfaet unity through
10“0 23 R

; . Three %h&ngs ahall be considered 1n this section in
respect to tpa'imaga of the Bride of Christ: (1) The oantext~'

aa.kclauﬁa chavasae,
1nﬁeﬁtha\ﬁu4sial>flgmeaﬁ in
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‘and the text, (2) The Church as the Bride of Christ, end (3)
The relation of the image to other parts of the Bible.

A. THE CONTEXT AND THE TEXT gg»az-ggz

One: max mistakenly bhink that here Paul is axplain&ng

the unian of Christ and the Church by a human marriage. But
on the aantrary, he is trying to a;plain & human marrxaga'fraa ~’
the ralatian;uffehriat and shaiﬁhurah; Two reasons support o
this. ‘,; , , | . ‘ T
In the firat ylaaa,‘in this particulsr context of th@ o g
- Epistle, P&ul's main enphasis is on Christian duties in rela~
tion to others. The duties of wives, husbands, ohildren,
fathers, alavs&, and nasters are the mein themes. In the
parallsl passage of calgasiana there 1a no mantion of ahriut
and the Church at all (Col. 3: 18 »19) . V

In thg second place, the lﬂnguagg of the text té&éhesl ‘7”1

‘that Paul'S'&atﬁa& 18 to use Christ's union with the Churah‘abl"

an example for human marriage, 1.e., to show how wives and bt

bands sheuld beh&va. Kotiae the way Paul introduces the ahureh
aﬁd christ 1n tha taxt:

'wzvas, to your husbands as to the Lard (main statemanu).~:
~ for husband is the head of the wife (reason) ; 7
as (Ws) Christ is the head of the Church, his ,

aady { example) )
as (Ws) the Church is subject to Christ (exampla)
80 let wives also be aubjaet in evarything « o .
- ( command)
HESBARDS, love your wives (main commanﬁ)
as (kKaOws) Christ loved the Church and . . .
(example)
‘no man ever hates his own flaah, but naurishaa aﬂﬁ
cherishes 1t,
as (kKaBws) chmst does the Church . . . (axaxapla}

Thus both the oontext and the language of the text ghow |
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that Paul 1s concerned about a human merriage here, and this
is 1llustrated by the union of Christ and the Church.

To Paul human marriage must reflect the union of Christ
and the Church. And even the best relationship between 2 hus-
bend end wife is merely & reflection of that wonderful union of
Christ and the Churoh,

AS the Patherhood of God revealed in Christ

has become the archetype of all true father-

hood, so the Headship of Christ supplies the

permanent ideal of the headship of the hus-

band in the relatiqnship_af marriaga.z“

yﬂense,!tha study of a human marriage cannot give a
propef pictuta of the image of the Bride of Christ. On the
other hénﬁ, the étudy of the union of Christ and the Church
can give iight upon Christien marrisge. Berg, the mein con-
cern of 6he’pﬂper 18 to study the image of the Bride in rela-
tion to her Bridegroon.

 Textual problems (5:22-33): There are thirteen textual

problems of subﬁt;tutions, interpolations, omissions and trans-
position aocof&ing to the apparatus of ﬁéétl@*s text, but none
of them is important enough to affect the meaning for our pres-
ent study.
B. THE CHURCH AS THE BRIDE OF CHRIST:
The word "Bride" (VOuéy) 18 not found in the text.

| But no qpsstionkis raised concerning the faoct that the Ephesian
Letter gives an image of the Church as the Bride of Christ, be-
cause in the text (5:22-33) the relation of the Church to Christ

2k, Lidgett, op. cit., p. 267.
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is used as an example of the duties of husbéﬂdé and wives.
Here Christis‘pasition and ths work of love are the examples
~ to husbands, and the Church's suhordinatian to Christ is the.

‘example for wives, Thus, the imags of the Church is the Brida
of Christ in her relation to Him. 1In treating the topic, this o
seotian will be aiviﬁad into two considerations: (1) The Sub-
ordination of the Bride (5: 22-28), and (2) The Bride of Christ
in aelatian’to Genesis 2 (5:29-33).

1, The Subabdination of the Bride (5:22-28):

The - subordination of thg»zrida to Christ is nhot some-
thing commandeé in 6rder to get the Church to become subject |
to Christ, as~£ﬁ~she case of wives to husbands. It is the state &
in which the Bride finds herself., The present tense of omo-

Tdeveras shows the 0ont1nnal‘aotion, tho passive voice of the verb

shows the way the Bride was made, and the indicative mood shows f75

the state of the Bride. The Bride 1s subject to Christ -- this
is thé way she was Qrsatad, and is now exlsting, and will oénQ j“” 
tinue to exist. | |
But why 1s the Bride subject to chrisb? Two reasons
can be found in the text: First, (rist's relation to His Bride,
and, second, Ghriﬁula work of love in behalf of His Bride.
a) Christ's Relation to His Bride: 1Im 5:23 christ's .

‘relation to the Church is recorded as the head of the Church
and 18 Himself a Savlar. ‘
Christ is the head of the Church. "It is the funotion
of the head to plan the safety of the body, to secure it from
danger and to provide for its welfare . . . the responsibility
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to protect 1# inseparably linked with‘the right to rule: the
. head 1s obeyed by the body.?zs Thus the position and the fun§~ ‘ |
 tion of the Head calls for submission of His Body. And the saay~*‘
is never‘dagraééd by beingkaubmiseiva to its own Head. It n
rather honors 1%&@1! in 8o éoing.

| Since & husband 1s the head of his wife, the above |
truth oan be applied to ang human relation., Sut there is one
thing that a husbanﬁ oan never ba to his wife, and that 18 to
be the ﬁaviar of his wife, Jesus Christ 18 not only the ﬂaa&
of the cwurah, but also the Savior of the Body (010779 ToG
rw/uaros) Apart f’rem christ there is no salvation, and con- ‘
sequently no axistsnae of the Body of christ. It is only be-
cause Christ bsaamg the Savior af those who by grace bslieve on |
Him that tharp‘axists His Churoh, or His Bride. Surely such an
inseparable relﬁtianship of Christ to the Church as the Head

and as the Savior calls for the submission of the Church tafﬁim.ﬁ:‘ 

b) Christ's ork of Love in Behalf of His Bride: By
use of an imparative verb, Paul commands husbands to love -
: (a.rawa-re) their wives, But Chris’e'a love for the Church .is
stated in verse 25 in the indicative mood (I]Yaﬂqrcv) Every-

thing thet Christ has done, 1s doing, end will do for the churen:;‘

18 based upon His love. He loved the Church and gave Himself s

up in behalf of her. His sct of nourishing and cherishing th¢: .

Church 1s based upon His love. ,kf' o
Christ's love that led Him to glve Himself up ror‘thé-

25. J.A. BRobinson, St. ul's
(New York: The Maocmillan Company, .

8 Epistle to the gpha&ians o
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~ Church is &esignaﬁ to gain the Church as His own objeat of de-
kl;ghz. Tha ghureh is an object of His 1@va, and she balonga
‘éxalusivalylta.ﬁim;  This ralézzan is 8o intimete that the Church
| 15 ékgrsaaea:as c&riaﬁ'a *dﬁnfflesh,'l He 18 to present her to
*'Himselt as ﬁiu ewa paauliar Joy. It 18 the wonderful destiny

‘er the Churah, and christ's death was to create for Himself a

| Bride prepared to sit with Him,
; A qnastieu 18 reised at this point as to the time when
 ‘ghr1st praaénﬁa the Church to Himself. One interpretation is
thatvtha.cﬁurag 18 now already presented to Christ *without spot
and wrinkle.*’fﬁwaVar,'thisvoannat mean that the Church is now
aasuélls‘parteeb, that is, sinlaaa."?ﬁa plain facts point to‘
the contrary. What 1s mesnt is that the Church is "without
‘agob or wrinkla* in the sense that her sins have been explated
and the rightaausnass of ahriat imputed te her., 8he is reckcna&
| sinlaas. |
| wha other 1nb§rprabatidn i that the Church is now.in

. the process of bein& praparad to be presented to Christ. The

'kgﬁaaign of the éaath of christ was to render Bis Church a per-
feot helinass, and this will be‘aeqompliahed in His own time.

The faot 1s that the Church is not completed yet. God 1s still

calling His elect from all over the world. In Hls time the

| Lord Jesus Christ will oome back sgain. At that time, the

cﬁprah will begpweﬁeatda in perfect holiness (I Jaha 3:2, I Cor.
15:51-54). It seems that this interpretation is better, be-

- cause it explains verse 27 by pointing to the completion af the

Church., It 18 then that the Church will be "as a bride adorned
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| far har huab&nﬁ* (ﬁev. 21:2).

| ; Eut thia does not maaa that the Churah 18 not the Briﬁs
of Ghrist nnw. za ia even now bha Bride of Christ, being pra»
‘,fﬁara& ﬁa ba praaaxtaé in parfeab halinass at His aaming. There-

‘ ; £eru, He . 18 nauriahing and cherishing the Church as & man does

In tha light of suahuaara by Jesus Christ for His churah

L  anﬁ.a1sa on &aaaunﬁ of ﬁis relation to the Church as the Head

"ri}anﬁ ﬁh@ savacr, &t '1s natural that the Church should be sub-

‘ mxsaiva h& 3iw‘ christ 13 the Bridegroom, ana tha Church is

"’;:Eia 3&1&3.,j |

:a‘ari&a of Christ n al&tian to aanaazs 2 (5: 29~§2L
Kn‘hga unnﬁnal beak, The Bride of Christ, under the

o title of 'st. ?aul and ths New Edan,” Claude cnavaaae mentions

' :;'that P&ul tinﬁa the type of tha Br&de of @hrist 4in Genesis 2

 !,afram the ssary af tha firat man and waman To him Ghrist cer_

N‘rmag&n&a tﬁ &&ﬁm anﬁ th@ Church to Eva, and the union af chriﬁt
‘end the ehureh ralatea to the union of Adam and Eva.zé |

It is trus that paul pictures Jesus as ”tha 8eaonﬁ &aam*'
s.n m of his a;amzlee (I cor. 15:21,22; Rom. 5:14-19). Jesus
:13 She Eeaﬁ ef th@ taéeamad humanity, the Church. But as to o
 th$ r&latiqn of ths Church to Eve, there 18 nc clear-cut p&saag&:‘
. in the ?&ﬁl&na~¢§r§ﬁa'such as we find infthe oﬁs@ of the rela-
tion gf chrié'cg t;o Adam. The anly passage that mentions the

name of Eve and relates her to the New Testament Church is in

26, ehav&ﬁaé, ag}féit;,wgp. 66-85.
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iI Goﬁinthiana 11;2,3;'where Péul uses Eve 88 an 111ﬁstration
for the ainn&ng;earinzhian Church. But this is not quite enough
to saycthat gvéyxa a type of the universal Church,
| aneV$r,&th¢‘questionifar us ie not what other pauline
writings sey about this, but how Adem and Eve are related to
Jesus and the universal Church in Ephesians. First, there 1s
an 3$P?essldnfthat is use& in 5:28,29 which 1s similar to Gens-
sis 2:23. ﬁeaér&iﬁg to Genesis, after God made a woman oub of
one of Adam's ribs, the man said, "This at last 15 bone of my:
bones and flesh of my flesh . . . ." Ephosians 5:28,29 im-
plies the meaning that Christ loves the Church as "his own
body," and nourishes and oherishes it as ®his own flesh,® In
Ephesians 5:30 there are some menuseripte that insert the phrase
from Généaia 2:23: 8k Ts aapkos alrol kal éK Tiv orréwy adrod.
aftek'“beaausa we are members of his body." Thoss which witness
for the insertion of these words are § , D, Gpl, latt., sy,
and Irenaeus. Taking the quotation from Genesis 2:23 as an
interpolation, as does Nestle, this shows that already in the
second canturyvthara wére those who related this passage to |
Genesis 2, And further, Ephesians 5:31 is definltely a quota-
tion from Genesis 2:24 (IXX text). |

The context of the Genesls passage 18 the account of
god's making woman to be man's wife, and the context of the
Ephesian passage i8 Paul's illustration of the duties of hus-
bands and wives from the union of Christ and the Church. Cer-
tainly Paul must have had the (Genesis account in mind, &s he

wrote these verses. But 18 he directly relating the union of
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Adan an& Eve to that of the Church and Christe?

Eph@aiang 5:32 gives a certain clue. Here 1t sayﬁ
, 8@his is a great mystery, and I take 1t to mean Christ and tha
church.® If one takes "ghia® to rsfar to the spiritaal mean-
ing of Genesis 2:24 and "man" to refer to Christ and "the wo-
man" to the Church, then their union in %one flesh® is the
type of Christ and the Church, |

‘But this interpretation poses some serious questions.
What does it mean for Christ to "leave his father and mother"?
'Who 1s Christ's "mother" that is placed side by side with His
"father"y Hansbn answers these questions:

It seems to us that the text must not be

allegorized in this way, but the author makes

use of this passage in Genesgis to express

only one fact: the union between Christ and

the Church. In other words, it is only the

latter part of the quojation that 1s of in-

terest to, the author: fe-evrat of béo el's

odapKa ,umv *27

By teking "this® in 5:32 to refer to the spiritual mean-
ing of Genesis 2:24, we may understand *this" to be e "great 4
mystery.® The term pMueTffIOV in Ephesians does not mean what
one usually meeneg by "mysterv.® It usually means "a secoret,® ,
of "chethingkhidﬁan and not disclosed." But in Pauline thought |
i1t means "truth disclosed or revealed.® In this context Paul
seems to have in his mind the relation bstween Christ and the
Church. In Genesis 2 the verse is meaut to be taken literally

as referring to & normal husband and wife relationship. But in

27. Hanson, Op. cit., pp. 139-140.
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' ﬁpﬁaaiana 5 31 tha Geneuis yansaga 1a qnatad ﬁe show a nassiania>

’iiyrﬁph@cy eaaz&insé in 1t. This is 1uﬁead a mystery (truth

1::h1dﬁan but rav&ale& naw) 1n th@ ?aulina sense of the war&.zs

m this mvaam @mth is sa&é to b&/“‘?’"‘ + The word does

1f ‘nae mﬁan *graa&* xn tha sense of intensity, but in the sense

S ef a&gmtn&@.

29

By 19@3133 at 5!32 aa a whnla, Paul must have meant

 this: In quecmg fro Q&msis 1 mean to lead you to think on

‘35f the union offﬁgi

kraths union of chrisﬁ an& the Churﬁh - this truth eansarn&ng

&a% anﬁ %ha Ghurah as one flash 18 a revelatian

’““of magn&%uﬁa %haa Panl mnﬁt heve had Genesis 2 in hia mind as

 Five, Section IV.

L  he wreta sanaﬁnning ‘the uninn af chrisﬁ and the Church. Thornten
 expresses tha fﬁlﬁhlﬂn of the un&on of chrmst anﬂ the Church to
"ﬁenesis 2 ae f@ilaws-' e

. In the story of the first creation we are told

~ that because Woman was 'taken out of Man' there-
fore s men leaves his home and cleaves to his

~ wife, "and they become ons flesh,' In the new

: creat&sn the Son of God left his heavenly home
“to cleave to his earthly bride. The creator be-

- oame the Bridegroom,; not from affection arising

- out of a common nature, but beocause of the un-

- deserved love whioch the oreator has for his sine
ful oreatures. In the first creation Adam be-
came one flesh with her who was taken from his
flesh, In the new creation the Son of (®d 'be-
came flesh'!' that he might be the seoond Adam
+ « « o the second Adem 1s Head of his Body and
Bride . . . in loving her, the incarnate Saviour
loves himself (as the Heed in loving the Body);
tfor nm ‘man ever hata& his own flesh!' (5; 39} *3p

28. ?ur fur&hsr 1nformahiﬂn on ‘mystary,* see Gh&ptar

29, T.K. Ahbﬂﬁt -
alossians ("A Critical an g@$~aa~‘~0m&sﬁtary s New YOrK:
harles Soribner's Sons, 1916), p. 174.
e 30. L.S. Thornton, The Common Life in the Body of
Christ (Weatminster» m«am Press, 1942), y.“ﬂ 6.
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Cg THE RELATION TO GTH ER PARTS OF THE BIBLE:

We have seen the spiritual meening contained in Ganaais -

2 in the foregoing section. But actually it was in Hosea's
time that the imagery of marriaga>f&rst began to be used in pro-
phetis‘writings. It‘1a daf1n1taly7& Rebrew conﬂapt developed
through the centuries, and brought to a fullermeaning in the .
Church's relétion to her Bridagrnaﬁ Jesus Ghr1st. paul, who
wag first trﬁinad\as & Pharisee, a@rtainly knew this image in
the ?rophatin writings. i
From his own painful married life, Hosea 111uaﬁrataa |
the relation between God and Israei. In Jeremish 3 the zecrthem ’
Kingdom of Isrﬁel 18 pictured as a faithless wife, and as a re~ x
sult she is sald to have recelved a bill of divorcement from |
the Lord’{Jsr.13:8). During the s#ile, the same ldea waa_tgre' _
ther used, In chapter 16 Ezekiel vividly portrays Jeruaaxm@%el"
idolatry under the imagery of a Bride. In chapter 23 of the
aame»boak_both the ﬁorthern and Southern kingdoms under thei :
names of oholah'aﬁﬁ Oholibah aré portrayed as going after alli-

ances with other nations to commit adultery. Thus the marriage- _ ”

1dea of Isrzel to‘thg Lord God had been plcotursd in quite a
gloomy way before and during the exile, because of the unfaith4
fulnese of Isrzel. But brighter examples ars cited after ths&r
return from the axile (Isa, S54:5ff,, 61:10, 62:4,5, eto.). -
The image used 1n the 014 Testament prophets to show
tha,ralatlanshi? between God and Isrsel 18 applied to Chriﬁt
and the Church in the New @estamant. John the Baptist p&atura& B
Christ as the "Bridegraom“ in John 3:29. Although Jesus did
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not use tha~fig“rg of marriage as a central theme in‘any of
his teachings, he used i1t often to explain other truhhé (as
Paul did in Ephesisns). He used the figure in hia,parabias
of the mﬁrriége'faast (mt. 22:2~1&, 1k, 14:16-28) to show the
- gospel in&itaﬁion, of the tén virgine (Mt. 25:1-13) to show
the importsnce of watchfulness for thé Second Coming. (See
also Hk.'Z;i?,EG; Lk. 5334,35). |

in Romens 7 under the figure of marriage, Paul shows
the bondage to thailaw‘and subsequent emancipation from 1t.
It is clear from‘%hié that in Paul's mind marriage had a‘par~
manent place in setting forth the relationship between Christ
and His Church, In Ephesians we have seen that Paul used this
very image of the marriage of (hrist and His Church in order
to set forth an example to husbands and wives. Later in Heve-
laetion, the Church is pictured as the Bride of Jesus Christ
(19:7-10, '21:2,9, eto.). |

- The images of the Body, and of the Bullding do not

show peraanal‘raiat;onships. But the image of the Bride to
the Bridegroom shews the personal relation of the most 1nt1matak
kind. And this relationship is established because of the love
of Jesus Christ for His Bride, the Church, |

IV. A Community of Slaves:

In Epheslans the image of the Church as a community éf
slaves 18 not recognized in as signifiocant a way as the images
of the Church as Body, Bulilding, and Bride. Nevertheless, such
an image of the Church 1is found in 6:5-9., Three things shall
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'be considered in this section: (1) The Context and the Text,
(2) The Imagery in the Other New Testament Books, and (3) The
Church as a Community of Slaves. N ‘
A. THE c¢ﬁ2§§§’3ﬁh THE TEXT:
Three things that shall be dealt with in this section

are: (1) '*rhe context, (2) Textual Problems, and (3) The J:magairy_: "
of Slaves in the Text. '
1. The Context:

The context of the Soripture passage 18 the same ai_a ,s.uy '
the previous image (the Bride of Christ), where Paul is explain-
ing Christian duties to one another: Husband to wife, wife to

husband, children to parents, and fathers to children. #nd in =

this context Paul mentions the duties of slaves to masters and
of masters to slaves,

2. The Textual Problems:

Acoording to the textual apparatus of Nestle's tsxﬁ,‘
there are five problems in the text (6:5-9): (1) In 6:5 there
is a transpositional problem. P“é.? DGal, eto. support a se-
quence: k‘dp:'ols xarl ré.fica.. However, the better witnesses ,yéf. |

ABP, eto. si:ppart the sequence: kar& a"a'fK« lrupfons. (’2) o
Also in €:5 aam witnesses such &8s & 1739al, etoc. omit THS -
before kaféc'o.s . But the witnesses are too slender for the
omission of the article. (3) In 6:6 Westcott and Hort place
a comma before S’K c'uxifs and connaect this phrase to modify dov- -
AevovTes , while Nestle prefers to place the comma after £k
l}m){ﬁs to let 1t modify mnoUvres. This 18 a mat:ter‘ of in- i
‘tez'pmbation. Most of the translations (e.g., A.8.V., ;qoffai;ﬁ,i
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: '~e;:&*"5~v..‘ sté.)"fgeﬁ uit& Nestle's interpretation. ( 2&) In 6: 7

o f.fKLm (er Kﬁ&m} mt ws bafem T«y Kuplv. but the &nelusian

';af the word '&y bat;mr w&.mm, such as H 16, is pmmmd. '(5)

: i"»lyjlxﬁ 6 8 .&L"QF, ete. aupmrfs & ma&ingo caV in the plaee ef sav

,T‘ . The 1&%@ xa sa;apartsad by B, ana, Westcott and Fert, anxi
. !fwstle pmfsr this reading.
V [a‘v iﬁm’ax“ of a Munu of Slaves in the Text:

. At rmz; gl = 1t may be a.trfwult to see in our text
t,*“im image of the ehmh as a amunity of slaves, becsuse it is
~ not the 91*&93&1*3 pzzrpaw of t.he am;har to ! aash this image. The

 theme af ?aul m this aast:ion, as we have already seen, is to

“f;.teaoh tha mtswa of the slaves and the masters. Hwavsr, a
‘alom emmﬁ&@n csf the text will shed 3.13!1'{: upon the maga. ,
- ‘rhs mmm of S0 oNes, aamr&ing to Arndt aad Gingrioh,

A, is ymaommm}.y ”a&am, a.g., slam in contrast to the master,

o *alma in ec:ntm&% ’ca f‘\ma men, aw. The cognate verbd ef 605')\95

'k‘mmly bovAow. maas "to make someons a slave, enslave, sub-
me ew.*:’l s:s:wm says, *'mm saw&nw( bouXm) whom he r_}ﬂaulgik
| 1maiawly a&ﬁmaaaa were not hired servants, like those of
. t&m present &ay, ‘mt slams, such as were in anoient times . .
*32 Br aansidarmg the tym af sceiety in whmh ehristzam.%y
b@gan to epreaﬁ m the i’&rat century, we see that Calvin muat oy
be right in ua;rmg that $0U\ot refer to slaves. |
In mcm a ammty it m mst probable that mam sla%s

31. Arnﬁt. and Gmgmeh op. ait., PP. 204-205.
32, caz,vm, ag. ait., Pe §2§
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‘ bﬁéém@fahriétiénsiasfwall as many masters. Questions must have

ar;s&n with r@garﬁ to their CBristian duties as masters and

slavas. 89 ?&ul éﬁ&ls with %h&s praetical problem of the chureh.;

But as elsewh@ra\in the New Testament, hs_ia here neither ocon-
‘éemning ar“aﬁpfévxng the‘ingtitutian‘af slavery; but, rather,
Lo ha is aeéepzing it as an axistﬁng institution.

| Paul hagiﬁs *Slaves, be obedient to those who are your
~kearth1y masters." Thé manner of obediesnce 1s to be "with fear
and tr@mﬁling,~iﬂ~singlsnass'af heart® (6:6)., The expression
ffear and trawbliug* is uaa& by the same aathcr three times 1n |
other epist},es- 1 Cor. 2:3, II Cor. 7: 15, and Phil, 2:12. From
’kbheS$ instances ane oan see that this expression gshould not be
tak@n 11%erally,i‘gs Salmond well axpress$s it, it nust mean
“golicitous aéﬁl"ia the discharge of duty.*BE While “the fear
and trambling” rafar& to the manner of performing &uty, "in

: aingleneas af haart” rafers to the spirit or inner attitude in
wbiah’th@ Qb@éi@@@@ i8 to be rendered., The axprasﬁion means
not to pmm, but to be sincere and to have an undivided
h&arﬁ. Thus, dhr&stian slaves are to be obedient to their
m&sters, Just a& they are to Christ.

-Faul tb@n‘aﬁaa "gingleness of heart" from the negative
sids and sayg,:iﬁst 1&,3h@ way of eye service.® “Eya~a&rﬁiaé“
means pretended obedlience rendered under the eyes of the master
only to 1m§rese him éé but when the naster is absent, doing g

otherwise. Eye-service means obedlence as men-pleasers.




w?le

auh evar againan maapplaassrs, Cchristian slavaa are

r’ffjta ahey as glqua gf Christ. A ﬂistlnguish&ng eharaeter&st&a

k ‘af s&avas of chriﬁt 18 to be tkair aba&&anse to ahrist by "do-

. ing the uill af.@g; from the heart, rendering service with &

*f geeé uill,ta khﬁ ‘Lord and not ta men."
anﬁ thene @ar%h%1 masters are aamw&nda& to do "the

Rk sama” to tha siav&s. For tha m&skera to do the same does not

 fmaan that thay are to ‘be ebe&&ent to the slaves. That would

 *'[&0§ make any a@ane.g Rather it means that the masters too "as

lgsiafeu of ﬂhrisﬁ do the will wf God.* galmond comments upon

kl':tbie by aagimg, "the masters wera to act to nheir gervents in

: ths aama chxisﬁian way &s the servants were called to act to
7 them =~ in the aama spirit cf aons&daratiaa and gaaﬁwill.'Bk
| ' The reasons or snsouragamaaba to 8ot in & Christian
| \way uhiah are given both to slaves and masters are introduced
by 2480r£s 07L ; Far the slaves, Paul says, *knowing that
; uhatavar gaaﬁ aﬁx ens does, he will receive the same again

. ‘:from the Lar& whathar he 1s a slave or free.® And for the

| ‘aarthly mastarﬁ he says, *knowing that he who is both thﬁirk
'fixaater and yaura 13 in haavan, end that there is no partiality
'wich him.* = ; e ~
PTwo bhinga aan ba éhaarva& from she previous paragraph.
In the first placa. hh@ Lord 1s the rawarﬂar of bath band men
5ifand free men. :n tha;eaaan& glaae,,aesua~chr1a%~x¢~tha Master
for both chrigtigﬁ slaves and chgiﬁtian’magtars. In othér

34. 1bid., p. 380.
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‘words, 1n relation to tha ﬁaster in heaven, both bunﬁ and frea, |

both slaves‘anﬁ,mastara are slsvex. In Christ they are standing

,;uén equal greuﬁa‘ Xa Christ one! s atatna in soclety does not
“maka any ﬁiff@t&ﬁﬁ&. All are alavas of Christ, end under this
title, &ll Ghristians are’ st&nﬂing on common ground to serve
tha Master, J@sus christ. | |
@hus, in Epheaiane 61 5-9 there is an image of the Church

as slaves of " ehriat. And althaugh the Epistla does not ex- '7
plicitly ssate that ‘the universal church is a company of slaves,
- the m@aﬁing 1a dafinitely 1myliad there.
 B. THE INAOERY IN OTHER NEW TESTAMENT BOOKS:

This image of the Church as a company of slaves 18 not |

anything new in thie Epistle. In fact, this is a very important i

‘1mag@ of ‘the Qhurah in all the New Pestement.
In His parables, Jesue often used the relation of slaves';

to masters as«a g§§a and fitting analogy of the relation af his

" followers te §im$é1f‘(e.g.,‘Servante Watching" - Lk. 12:35~be;

"Unprofitable ﬁarvanta' - Lk. 17:7-10; "The Pounds" - Lk. 19:
11-27, eta,).3s @ha New Testament authors often described
themsalvas a& sxaves of Jesus Christ in thelr writings (g&g.,\;
Rom, 1:1; Phil. 1:1; Titus 1:1; James 1:1; IT Pet. 1:1; Jude
1:1; Rev. 1.1). ?hey aﬁdreas@d the readers of their epistlas
aa‘élaves { Rom. 6 22' 14.18; 1 Cor. 7 :22; I Thess. 1l: 9; I Pat.
2 15, Rev., 7: 3, 11018) 36 These Seripture references show that

35. In all thaaa parables the word for “sar?ant”,is

“axwéoﬁka& : V
: 36. paul Minear, "Images of the Church in the New Testa-
ment, " The gouth East Asla Journal of fheology, I:2 (eetabsr,
;1959). PP-‘?. 120 - :




not only in~g@hasiéns but alsoc in the New Testement as'a‘whole,
the Church is a community of slaves to Jesus Christ, the Lord,
 C. THE CHURCH AS A COMMUNITY OF SLAVES:

It does not sound good to twentieth-century minds to

say that"tha Church is a community of the slaves of Jesas"Christ.
The word "slave' carries with it some meanings people despise.
Is it not true that people everywhere aré‘longlng for more free~-
dom? Is it not ture that the graateat desire of individual and
nation is freadom? Is it not true that Jesus Chriat Rimself
came to ‘preﬁlaim release to the captives' (Luke 4:18)7

why th&n is the chureh a eompany or slaves? what does
it mean that the Church 1s a community of slaves? Does it not
eontradictVtheffrasdom the Christian Gospel proclaims? To
understand the answer to these questions, one must keep in mind
an important truth, i.e., for a man to become & slave of Christ
does not mesn that he loses & previous freedom, He does not g
have freedom t@ begin with. He i1s a slave to fear, to the
world, to lust and to the d@vil., He i8 a slave to many mas-
ters. And in beeoming a slave of Jasua Christ, he aetually ra«
celves freedom from these former masters, Fllson says:

Man 18 not free when he is a slave of sin and

evil habits. When Christ sets him free (Gal.

5:1), he is free from guilt, from sin, from

bondege to rules and rites; he is free to do

right. This is the great freedom which the

Gogpel offers -- freedom to do willingly an&

well what is right.37

And in this sense a Christlan men is free, and 1t is true that

37. Floyd V. Filson, O the an Testament (?hila«
delphia: The Westminster ?ress, Y, p. 110.
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i dhri$t‘¢&ma'to;proaléim freedom. But at the same time, he
~ beebm9s a al&ve‘ef an@ Master, Jesus Christ. In other words,
 to hesama a Ghriutian means to change his master. FHe becomes

7 frea from his former maatara, and becomes a slave‘to his new
"7g§ascer. ﬁowagx‘ézl?nzﬂ brings this out as a change from "slaves
of sin' to "slaves of righteousness.®

Theré is‘atﬁaﬁSaga in ?aul'ﬁ writing vwhere he seems to

‘  éahy thavi&égé‘qffkha Church as ﬁjgémmﬁhitj of slaves. In Gal.
':‘%$7 harwéitga; ésﬁ"tnrcughuaod you are no longer a slavekbut
'faksan,'and if a son thenfﬁn helir." But a close examination
of the aanbaxt 1n uhieh this verse is found indicates that Paul
is nat &anying ﬁh@ image which has been aisousse& Here in con-
 't£ast to the aonnhip, ?aul is disoussing the slavery %o the
‘yok& of Jewiah law. By saying "you are no longer & slave"

o (ﬁal.v# ?). Paul aatually means that Galatians were emanolipated

~ from "slaves to the elemental spirite of the universe . . .
'-;bonﬁaga ta ‘beings that by nature are no gods® (L4:3b, ah}. is
‘this n@t preaisaly that whioh has been disoussed Just before?
"imn say uhat»qna has become &8 slave of Christ 18 the same 88 to
 $33 that he is no longer a "slave to the elemental spirits of
:thﬁﬁun&varaa.“k And thus, this passage in Galatians does not
oppose the image of the slaves to Jesus Christ in Ephesians,
The imége of the Church seen in Ephesians 6:5-9 as a
community of aléveﬁ at Christ is further supported by the mean-
yihg 1ﬁpliea 1n\6h& passage Ephaaiana 1:7: "in whom we have the
redemption (TAv AmeAUrfwesiv) through his blood.
The word 57!0)\U'waws originally meant "buying bhack a
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§glave or sap&;@ﬁ, making him free by payment of a ranson
()\67100"")‘ '33 “Xntm 0ld Testament the dsmmaxzt ldeg i85 "enman-

 eipation,® and the redemption from EgyPt 18 the ground of the

 7a¢naep$1an thr@ﬁgnsnh., And in the New Testament also the 1ldea

' af ameigatmn is émimnt.:’? In Epheslans 1 7 &NO/\UTFW'V;

i 18 an appoaikian to *farg&van&aa of our treapasses,' and it
'ahaws the fraadﬂm, or ralaase from the former master ef sins,
&nﬁ the rraeéam from the farmar captivity or sl&v¢r§ implies
also th$ Qh&ﬂ$& of the master. In 1ts originel meaning, when
a slave 1s bought with a ransom price, he became free from his
former magtar; but he became a‘slava of the one who bought him.
‘Likewisa in thé Gld Testement, éhan‘tha children éf Israei were
amansip&tsé rram alavery 1n Egygt they became the servants of
aeﬁ. Q@é akaima& to be their cnly ‘god and Master on the grounﬁ ~
df‘whgt He d1d for them. God repeatedly claimed, *I am the
'Lerﬁkthy god whieh have brought thee ocut of the land of Egypt,
.ou%'of the house of bondsge" (e.g., Ex. 20:2, eto.). So also
in the New sovgnanx Jeﬁus Christ paild the price of "His bloaa*
on ths oross, thruugh whioh those who belleve on Him are set
free from the slavery of sin and become slaves of Christ. Thus,
Jesus taught his disciples that "no one can serve two masters,®

,?he Church is a community of the slaves of Jesus Christ.

- gonslusion:
The present study has treated one of the mnss 1mportant
aspacts of the churah in the Ephesian Letter -~ namely, the re~

38. Arndt and Gingrich :a%. L ERT . 95.
39. J‘AO BObinson’ 020’0 L Pp- 'lg?"laeo
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lablénship‘athha Church to Christ revealed in imagery, Each
image has shown the 1nsépérable relationship of the Church to
~:christ. Whé,eﬁurah cannot exist‘&part from Christ, for in Him
~$h@ﬁwaé barn,’ana mbves, and grows and has her being. She is
the Body of Christ, the Building of which Christ is the Corner-
stone, the Bride whose Bridegroom is Christ, and the slaves |
kwhése Master is Christ. The images have also shown the earthly
vocation of the Church: 8s the Body, she i8 to be subject to
the Head; &Eytha Building, she is to be in conformity with the
Cornerstone and have harmony with other members of the Bullding
for growth; as the Bride, she is to be subordinate to the Bride-
groom; ah&}as the slave, she 1s to be obedient to her Master.
Each member‘ﬁﬁthis function in the Church, and the individual
exists for the sske of the whole to the glory of Christ. The
central elament-in these images is the idea of the unity be-
tween the Church and Christ.



g CHAPTER FIVE
UNITY OF THE JEWS AND THE GENTILES

;‘“"‘ in this miéutwantieth century it 1s an accepted dostrins
in ahrlstuaﬁom that *fhere is nﬁither Jew nor Greek, there is
~‘naith$r al&v& a@r frea, thsre is naith&r male nor famale, for
”you are all one’ ‘in christ Jaﬂas’ (aai. 3:28). To Christians
of this preaant &ay the distinction betwaan Jews and Gentiles
“1n tha chureh is nct as decisiva an issue a8 in Paul's aay, be-
‘aaus@ this 1ssua ﬁag aattleé for us ninateen hunﬁraa years ago,
&n& ﬁe &a ngt nnw feel the 1mpaat of it.

. But 1n Paul's day thia was one of the mest imyortant
issues in tha Ghristian chnvch. Fer 1nstanna, some of the
3trxcter Jawish &nriﬁtiana taught hhat a person must become &
“Jew before h& aeul& beceme a Christian. And to become a Jew,
"they 1naistaﬁ that a man must submit to tha rite of circumai— Y
sion, ‘and that he must keep the Mosaio 1aw, moral as well as ; 
iritual. sgma af thasa men misled the Galatian Christians, and
 paul's salstian gpistle had to attack this false teaching.

‘The: éeruaalaa cnuna&l traatsd this very problem (Acts 15).
~ paul had wimethy airanmaise& (Aats 16:3) in order to avoid
preblama whxah~ﬁ¢q;& be raised by the Jewish Christians. Once
Peter was aating with thakeanﬁiles; but when the "circumecision
party* came, ﬁa ‘ﬁreﬁ baek“aﬁﬁ éeéaratad himself® because he
was afraid ef tham (Gal. 2'12). And evaa Barnabas was aarrie&
away with “the aircumoiaion yarty* at that time (Gal. 2: 13)

So Paul stood alone and opposed Peter to his face (Gal. 2:11).
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A8 Robinaon says, truly at that time the Christian Jew was pra-
pared to allow a little place to the Christian Gentiles. '”Ha
‘&1ght be lxks *th§ stranger-inwthe gates'; but he could not be
as the trua bern‘eh11@ ofwyéi§i1age,aunless indeed he were pré-
pared to abandon his Gentile position and by circumcision identi-
£y hiwsalf with the Jew.-l

Sa the masaaga of the unity af the Jews and the Gentiles
"yinﬂthe churﬁh‘is a-very important aspect of the Church indeed.
? inifaet %o ﬁhe Gentiles to nhaﬁ Paul a&dr@asea his Ephesian
pissla, zn@ abaliahmsnt of kbia distinction was almost every-
thing. In this chapter, tha rollawing agpects of Jew-(entile
| mlaéwm in christ will be considered: (1) The Text (2:11-19),
’(2) msumty, eeg;a;;t}m.ty, and (4)‘ xaaiz&zig gf ,uurrl,’pmv. ,

I. g ggghaﬂm :l“*«l?)

Acaerdmg to the bextmal apparatus of Nestle's text,

_there are h;ng taxtnal problems in Epheslians 2:11-19. (1) In
2:11'%&@ apparatus,raaagnAzasktha faoct that some commentators
*aepara’m the v&oml\"lﬁ 3.:1'50 i‘iwo words: &’ d . But it is best
to take A as one word, because no manuscript supports the
aepawta.em of the worﬁ. (2) Westoott and Fort place the eam
after XGIPO'n‘o(quU in verse 1l. (3) In Verse 12 Weiss omits
the comma after Xp;rr‘o&". Uf) Westcott and Hort take the eom
after é’X @pav and put 1t after oepkt afrod in verse 4. (5)
In versé 15 R 'm an& Karcion suppart: & resding §v éaUTltj .

1. J.A. Bobinson, St. Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians
(New York: The Maomillan Company, I%?E, P 55. :
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But the bétt;er witnesses of P%f) Fal give support. tb s’v a&rcii .
(6) westcott and ﬁor€ smit a comma after ¢ Taupol in 2:16.

 v@h@$@ quaétigms,eenesrning the comma, i.e., (2), (3), (&), and

V {6}, are‘matﬁers of one's interpretations of the text. 5o they
- wWill be tr&at@&»later'ia th&éfehagtar when we are deallng with
interpretation, if t&e necessity arises. (7) In the saﬁe verse
Gpo, 1at. read év gaurq. But the reading év a0ty 1s pre-
| férraﬁ,‘baiﬁg supparﬁaﬁiby,s'AEF?'etc; (8) In 2:18 the second
Eipfvqv 18 omitted by ®pm, sy, Mercion and Origen, but whether
the wora;isjthara 18 not, the meaning 1s definitely implied 1n.‘
the séntanse.~ chever, better manuscfipt witnessges such as

X ABDEFGP eto., support thé inclusion of the word. (9) In 2:19
Q pm, 8y, and ﬁaﬁ-cion omit the seéand {’r're , but there is no
eﬁange’in thevmeaﬁlng‘of the sentence. For the same reason
giveﬁ above, the inclusion of Erre is preferred,

In this text (2:11-19), Paul reminds his readers of

their prevl@yﬁgaqndition and the new position they gained
thrpugh Jesus ﬂhri$t.'

II. Disunity (Ephesians 2:11,12):

Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles
in the flesh, called the uncircumcision by what
is called the circumcision, which is made in the
flesh by hand -~ remember thaet you were at that
tine separated from Christ, alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the
covenants of promise, having no hope and without
God in the world, (2:11,12)

In these two verses, six faots of disunity which existed
between the Jews and the Gentiles are mentioned,

In the first place, the Gentiles were Ta é'eﬂl & eapki .
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é’a‘w, wiﬁhout the definite ért;__:.,cle méans *nation, people, 'ete_.?
‘but with the artiole it means *"heathen, pagan, or Gentiles."?
¢v copk{ ocan mean the former ocarnal state of the Gentiles or
evm"thafir‘ physical origin. But mm it seems best to takks ;Vc"' |
as referring to uncircumcision, beoausa in the latter half ot'
' ‘thla verse (v. 1ll1), circumecision in the flesh is dealt with.
The ciroumoised Jews had pride in themselves and looked down
upcxi the uncii'eﬁm&med Gentiles as not belonging to God. »‘An& '
they even *nicknamed®’ I
unity existed betwsen the two,

them as &xfa,eur'rfa.-. Thus & ritual dis-

8@0511& the Gentiles were T@ xmpﬁ éksivy yupis Xplrrbi)' .
T@ Kap@ fkgmy refers to MOTE in verse 1l or their pre-Chris-
tian days. They wem {notice the imperfect tense of ? TE =~
,L'past acntinual)‘ at that time .wa:s X,o/r'rau , that 1s, they had
no connection with Christ. While the Jews were waliting for
Christ, the Messiah, the Gentiles had no knowledge of Christ. |

- Third, they wére arq;\)«arpmpsvu THS moAiTeias T0d 'Ir,ou',\.“" "

The verd ar«}‘korpww usually means "to estrange, to aliemt.e.
ste.? But here according to ‘Cremar,_ the emphasis must not»}_ml
placed upon the preposition prefixed te. the verb, because 1t B
is not est@éngamﬁt,’ ‘but simply sbrangership that 15 meant --
a use of the word not elsewhere to be found. o The word

2. W.F. Arndt and F.W. Gingrich, A r;mex-gg,%uah lexi-
oon of the New Testament (Chicago: The Univers y of Chlcago
Press, 1958), p. |

3. walter Look The Epistle to the Ephesians ("West-
minster Commentary®; LondonT Methuen & Co., Ltd., 1929), p. 30.

4, Hermenn Cremer, Biblio-Theologicel Lexicon of New
Testauent Gresk, trons. by U UreTok (Ediaburght £. & T ¢ ark,

1958y, p. 935,
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| ; n‘az\nn(a can mean "the relation in which a citlzen stands to
the ;smt;a, the condition and rights of & citizen, em.'s Here
the author m&buhtédly has the theccretic government in his
~mind, becauss the neme 'M‘Paéz\'~'~~ implies euch & meaning.é Thus
tha Gentiles wara strangers from the rights of a cltizenship
of the thamratis gavammsnt. They were aliens from the privi—
lege. Here another disunlty existed between the Jews and the
Gentlles, ” | | R ;

Fourth, they were tevaz TOV 8/49},wa s €nayyedias .
':ﬁ'his phrase strengthens the former clause. gavos means "stran-
ger or fersignar,* and here it has the particular zaaanmg of
one who 18 a strangar te the ec?emms of the promise. ‘I‘he»
 phrase Tdv $ 10y Ky rl,s érayyshias must refer to the covenants
God made through Abraham in Genesis 1’?, through Jeremiah (31*
31-33), eto., but the Gentlles were strangers to the ebvensn£s.

Fifth, they were EAniba pef é’)(aﬁes. The fact that
. there 18 no d&ﬂn&.m article may indicate that é,\m'&a can in-
elude not only t}w Messianic hope but every hope in the futum
They were utwrly without. hope. Hobinson says:

‘m Jews had a hope- the Gentiles had none.

The golden age of the Gentile was in the past:

his poets told him of 1t, and how it was gone.

The Jew's golden age was in the future: his 7
prophats told him to look forward to its ocoming.

~ oon, 81:1163&. (Oxfgrd '.Ehe c}.arendon Presgh p B VL
. T.K. Abbott, The Epistles to the phesianﬂ an& to
" the Colossians ("The Interna Efcwﬁrwma Commentary®; New
- York: charles soribner's Sons, 1916), p. 58.
7. Robinson, op. oit., p. 57.
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’ ;*?ha eonditisn ef the Gentiles alrﬁaﬂy &e@cribad in verses 1l
‘  !and 12 ean;shew that the Gentiles were really without hope.
| , ’ - mgt thex were aeeo; &v TQ KOfﬂ’l’ This is:the only
pgas;age fm tm kem *}:’astamnt whem the word @deoL ocours.
zlfIt &aaa nﬁt mﬁan;that the Genﬁiles waere without any belief in
g@dﬂ,_singa,thsy‘balievadyamﬁ worshipped many gods, But they
| kﬁrﬁfigahraat a? the only true God, and what they worshipped
o :y;eré.by; ﬁaturé m gods (cf. gal, 4:8)., The phrase Ev TY xo'rfcp
 aah mean either th@ world of men or the evil world. However,
ftﬁéllattar my be prafarre& an th@ ground of contrast with the
" f;pravioue mw\rrs:a Tol ’lrpac,)\ B
Thua,ktna disunity whieh existed between the Jews and
the Gentiles can be gummed up as follows: The Jews were aircum;i
cised, but tha Qantilas were uneircumoisad in the flesh; the
Jews were waiting far thelr Messiah, but the Gentiles had no
kncwleage eanhrist;ﬂthe Jews had the right of citizenship in
fhékthaéeratié‘gavgrnmani, but the Gentiles were strangebs; the
Jews knew‘théraqvéﬁants of the Promise of the Messiah, but the
Gentiles were sﬁrangééa;‘the Jews had future hope, but the
Géntileaaaié n@tvhave future hapé in their knowledge; Jews be-
lleved xn‘the‘oniy true God, but the Gentiles did not, Henvce,
there was no unlty b@twaan these two groups, From this we aﬁn
partly underatazﬂ why the Jewish christians did not readily
mingle with tha Gentila christianz in the early Christian Churah

“—m

R 8. S.D.F. salﬁond Ephesians, Vol. III of Th& BEX asi« .
tor's Greek Testament, ea by W.H. Nicoll (Grand Raplds, ﬁi h.:
?m. Wgeré”“ ns Wsﬁim Company, 1956), p. 293.
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(i.e., from about A.D. 30 to 4B},

III. Unity (Ephesians 2:13-19):

. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far
off have been brought nsar in the blood of :
Christ . . . « 80 then you are no longer stran-
gers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens
gigh the saints and members of the household of

In verse 13, the position of the Gentiles desaribed in

| verses 1l and 12 1s ecmpletsly ohanged. vouv( is contrasted tova 

| Ty Kmpw elrewa. At that time they were without Christ, but
now in Christ they were brought near, But what does 1€ maan
to be brought "near"? In verse 17 the same word £yyvs1ﬁ uaed
and it olearly means "the Jews." But hers in verse 13 it can
herdly mean that the Gentiles have baaams'Jewa, for that weuld:
not go alopg with the cbnt@xt. nor,ﬁlth the whole teaeh;ng70f |
the New Testament. It rather means that the distance of thg‘
separation which had existed for the Gentiles was annlhilaﬁéd;fﬁ
Before they were éonarplwﬂivm and £évot, but in chr‘m_i_; ‘
they that were ®far off" were brought near, which means that

they bebh’bacamo"membars of the theocratic govargment.' Thsyf'

now had in Christ the circumcision of the heart, the oavaﬁants L

of prmmise, hope for the future, and relation to God. This is
unity! They that were once far off are now united together“
with those who were near, because they were brought near ;n‘
Jesus Christ. - |
&nd this unity was the result of Christ's atonemenﬁ77f~
€v T atlaarc ToU Xpw—rou . Christ's atonement has ’orought two
kinds of peace: Peace between the Jews and the CGentiles in Him,

and peace between man and God in Him.



it &n5varaanfi&‘an£ 15~§h¢1g§aae between the Jews and ths
;,,’~mtn.es 18 tmm&. ‘Emphatically “m;&mﬁ Himself (adrds) amd

1m0 otter mrmﬁ' is t] e:pqw, rfpwv . He has made once for all |
i*?fba%h (Jeﬁ& anﬁ Qanxilaa} @ﬁa.ﬂ Buﬁ the qnastian ie how did He

'f?iaasaﬁylish ah&a? ?wa thzugﬁ aaa‘he aean in verses 14 anﬁ 15,k"

ﬁiiiéfjaae nsgat&v& anﬁ tha other poait&v&.; Raaﬁtivals, Chriah has

g broken down the: éuvaamg wall of has‘bilit.y, ‘and, positively,
“ 3¢ has araa%aé/in Hiwsalf ana new man 1n glaae of two.
ﬁagakivelx; chriat has braka& ﬁaun tha d&vxdins wall

& r’@./‘“{}f hos’tluty. Eﬁt wh&t is ’*t;lm &i#iding wall*? ﬁ&ﬁiﬂﬂ Barth :

“j:;brings out f&ur paaa&ble 1nxerprstatimns of at 1n nis book,

';%he ﬁrak@n W&ll;r%‘

I B&t amang th@m, 1% saema that tha best in-

’ﬁ"allusien to %ha «all b&twaan tha outer and

ot I

:‘7w£an$r aaurts efiﬁha Temple in Jaxuaalam which kept the Gentlle

'f?v1aiﬁnrs aﬁay rram Jawiah worshipers. 19 This i8:the best,

taryretatiﬁa 1

'_fbeaauss tﬂe @thar thvaa interpretations have to do with some.

nbarr&ars men hava w&th God, while here the main concern of the
"fapmatle 18 alaaer With the relation between the Jews and the

?,__gﬁantxlaa., ?ha m&anxng tha apastla tries to put across is evi-

;f ﬁenx‘ BY chriﬁ%'s atonement that which formerly aa?ﬁrﬁtﬁﬂ

~{;fjﬁha ewa graups uaa eaaa for all done away.

A qugntxan 1& raiaa& anong exp&sitara sonaerning'nqv
B 'EXQPAV s shaul& 1t mf&r to )\ua'as or to Kdrufri]ms * For
;mtama, whila Ro‘nmmn takes it to refer to Knmf”avas

9. See narkua ﬁarth ‘~h&;3raken.wall (Philadelphia:
The Wasgﬁ eid. 1?592‘@ m’é‘ also, Robi p. ol
. Ibid., p. 40. See a 80, Robinson, op. oit. P.
,166, Lock, op. ai%-, p. 32. ! ’ ’ ,
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(p. 161); selmond (p. 295), Hanson (p. 144), eto. take 1t to
refer to;\Jawzs. wh;chever interpretation one may take, the
~ actual sense is obvious: the enmity which existed between the
Jews and the Gentiles has been put to an end.

And this waes accomplished because Christ in His flesh
"aholished th@,léw of the commandments in decrees.® ®In his
flesh" cen mean the incarnation of Jesus Christ taken as a
whole experience, but most likely here it refers to His atoning
work on the cross. The apostle was very careful to use the
verb KaTapyéw with Tov véuov, because the Verb means to

‘ 11
"make ineffective, abolish, wipe out, etc.® He twice limits
TV VdMav  with the words T&V &vroAWv end év §érmacv , end
then employe the verb., According to Matthew 5:17 Christ did
not come to abolish the law and the prophets, but He came to
- fulfill them, And aaaording/te Christ Himself, all the command-
mants of tha law were swallowed up in the new commandment of
1eve (Mt, 22: 3?-40}.

cBut the law, in so far as it wes petrified in

enactments, and especially in those externsal

ordinances which gulded all the details of the

Jew's dally life and were meant above all things

to keep him distinct from the outside Gentile --

just in that sense and in that measure 1t was

annulled in Christ . . . . The law, so far as

it was a 'law of commandments'! and was idénti-

fied with axternal 'ardinanaas t was abolished

by christ.lz
Thus, Christ Himself has made peaeejbetwean the two groups who
were separated by these distinctions (the law of commandments

in ordinances), beéausé'ln His atoning wark He 1nclﬁdsd both: -

1l. Arndt an& Gingrich, op, oit., p. tn.s
12, Robinnan, OP. cit., P. OF.
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~the Jews and the Gentiles. -

- Fasitimly, chriat's atanement has accomplished a crea-
"ftien éi‘ the two groups mts one new man, or as the apostle ex-

| preskses 1t; va Tous 800 kTioy s’v QUTP &is Eva kaivov dvbpumov.
This claus'e ,sﬁiiow# that the négative and the positive accomplish-
ments of Christ ' atonement are inseparably related. The nega-

tive side was accomplished in order that He might accomplish

the positive side -- He might oreate in Himself once for all
%he ,,@% ﬁéw xean. ‘e object of Aderas and Karafma-as was the ‘
ereation af‘ one New Man.

But uhat 18 gva Km'v‘m/ﬁ 3v8fw7rav 9 From the verse
(2:15) it ia clear that this one New Man 1s created from t}zﬁ
Jews and the Gentiles which were formerly separated. It is
also clear that one New Man is *in Christ.® In one New Man
there is no longer the old distindtlon between the Jewish group
and.,t:heam‘ztilawg’mup; but it is one new community in Christ.
What else can this be than the Universal Church? Along with
E. F.‘Scatt,lB Hanson 1s right in saying that £va Kaivev
: KVQ(owndv refers to the New Race incarnated in Christ as the
Second Adam, W oV efpliqu» "Peace" in this verse (v. 15)
1s still between the Jews and the Gentiles, Christ in His a-
toning work made peace between them, |

S0 the old hostility is ended, and the new order emerges

13, E.F. Scott, The Epistles of Paul to the , Colossians,
to Philemon and to the Epﬁesians {("The Moffatt New Testament
emantary” New York: Harper & mrothers publishers, 1930) ’

p. 172.

1h, Stig ‘Hanson, The Unity of the chureh in the New
Testament ( "Uppsala Universitet Nytestament 11%6, Acta 1HV;
(Uppsala: Almqvist & Wiksells Boktryckeri, 1946), p. 145,
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upon the history of God's people ~- one New Man, or the Uni-
vsi'sal Ghumh, made 'up of Jews ard Gantilas, a 4aom§aumty in
which there 18 no difference between the Jews and the Gentiles R
before éé&‘ | :

B. PEACE BETWEEN GOD AND MAN (2:16-19):

Whereas in the previous two verses Paul treated the

' peace between the Jews and the Gentlles, beginning i«:ith varse_
16 he expressly points out that the atonement m primarily be-
tween Biziful mankind and god., While in verse 14 he spoke about
breaking down Tiv £X6fav whioh existed between the Jews and the
Gentiles, here he speaks about B:illing (auarrerva.s -= notice
first aarist' tenﬁa -- once for all action) TAV é'XU/MV which
existed bestween God and man "through the cross." 5o it is
cleer that in the atoning work Qf Christ He accomplished two
things: pesce betwesn the Jews and tha Gentiles, and peace be-
tween (d and man. *In the New Covenant which was made 'in tha
blood of Christ! not only were the two sections of humanity
brought nigﬁ to one anothé:, but both {;t‘ them in the seme mo~
ment were brought nigh to God. w15

ﬂew v@rse 16 says that through the cross the reecmilia-
tion of Tous 6/¢fa'r£,navs was made to God in evt a-w/mrc . §r¢ ru/ua'n |
seems to be the same as €F KaIvog Avpwnos having a reference
to Christ as well as the Church. When (hrist wrought atonement
- on the cross, He did not do ’&t. a8 an isolated individual, but

as a representa’cive of the New Euiwnitm As Adam represents

15. Rcﬁinapn, op. ecit., p. 65.



tha fallsn human mea, Chrﬂ.st as t;iw %cond Adan mpmsenta

16
the New ﬂmmw, His churoh.‘

f{fl,w’ mntmned in verse 1? is peace between God md, | o

 man, Because ,mmmst both the Jewa and the Gentlles are
equally mwms.iea in the same Body to God, they have no dis-
tinotions. They both have access to the Father in one Spirit.
In verse 19 Paul sums up what he brought out in varaea
11 and 12, In verse 12 he plotured the Gentiles as am]Mo-
_TPiwpévos T oMiTeias or E€vet from the covenants of the
promise. In other worde, they had no rights of uitizanéhip.
But in verse 19 he pictures tha.éantilaa in the Church as no

longer §£'vo¢; or mfpamoc, but as o*u,una)\‘i’rat of the saints

and O:K£TOL of God. They are now equally part of Ged'é con-

seorated people. They areequally members of God's family.
They have newksll the rights and privileges of the sons af‘
God. Hense, Christ's atonement wrought wonderful reconcilia-
tion between Gaﬁ md man, and reoconciliation between two haa-— |
tile groups. And the Church universal is made up of both Jews
end Gentiles jsho are redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ.

IV. Meaning of r/t«tw'rl'l'phw:
The word YUSTHPIOV 18 used twenty-seven times in the

New Testament, 8ix of which times the word is found in the

Ephesian Letter (1.@., 1:9, 3:3,4,9, 5:32, 6:19).17 Since the

16. Hanscm, op. cit., p. 146. ‘
17. J.B. SMEE Emek—-%}.ish gonoordance to the gevt

Testament (Scottdale, Pa.: Hera Press, 1955), P.
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word has a vital relation to the sublect of this chapter, a
| study of this warﬁ is here included. After a definition of
tﬁe~werd 'ths~m&1n_amphaaia will be placed on its meaning in
Ephesians 3: .6, o V ‘
A. D ET&I@EO&;Q? THE WORD:
Aeaar&ing to Webster's Diationary, the word ”ﬁystary'

, meansz , :
S Semething that h&s not been, or cannot be ex-
. plained; henne, something beyond human compre-
- hension. A profound seoret; an enigma. , . .

Classical Religion - A secret religious rite to

lch none but duly inltiated worshipers were

admitted . . . . Theclogy - An article of falth

beyond human comprehension, as the doctrine of

the Trinity.  Synonyms -~ preblem, enigma,

ridﬁle, puzzla, etC. g

As the‘aietienary says, the word is used in our day as
something straﬁgs,’mfﬁtarious,‘anﬁ incomprehensible. And in-
deed in th@ same sense the worﬁ was used in classical Qreek
as "secret, se@rat rite, secret teaahings religious and poli-
tical in natura, eannaalea within many strange customs and cere-
monies (e.g. Herodotus 2,55,2; Diodorus Siculus 1,29,3; 3,63,2;

1 , ‘
ete,)? 9 And even in the New Testament ocoasionally the word
1s used for thiﬁgg not clear to the understanding (e.g., I Cor.
13:2, 14:2),

But in the most distinotive sense in the New Testament,
the word is used for something hidden once, but which is now

revealed. Bamanﬁ 16:25,26 is a good example: "Now to him who

18. Webster's New Cclleglate m"ticnar (Sﬁmngfiela
Mass.: G. & C. Merriam (0., 1953), P.
19. Arndt and Gingrich, op.. eit., pp. 531-532.
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1&"@1@ to stm’:ngthaﬁ you according to my gospel and m preach-

:mg of Jasua Christ, acoording to the revelation of the mystery

o , *:wkwh was ept secret for mng agea but is now disclosed and

%hraugh t:he pra;:hetic writings 13 mads lmm to all nations. . . ."\
7 Af(sea also, T Cor. 2:7-10, Col. 1:26, I Tm. 3:16, etc.), In

*“‘iv~f~m;her warﬁﬂ. in t,ha.a sense. tha wcrd /wr-rﬂmv' means exactly

me appasite of the d@fimticm given in w@hster's matiomry.

‘kff”‘:tt; 18 *tho open secret, a supmmly important Divine truth,

| lwhiah ‘God had befam held saomz but which He had now made

,knovm.

020

o m'&nitms distinotive sense the w’or&. is used in Ephe-

mm Notice the way the warﬁ 18 used in the Letter: 1:

: 9mmg knmm (vaplnts) to us the mystery"rm "the mys-
“tery was made mm (arvam—w,) tome . . . 3:4,5 . .,

S “&he msatary af Ghrist: which was not made known to the sons of

man in other sammtmna as it has now been revealed (anem- |
| )wya:p 0 . . ."; 3:9 "to make all men see (or more literally,
f¢wrlrm - to brmg to light) what 18 the plan of the myswry

“hidden fax' ages in 606. o e ¥ § 32 *a great mystery"; 6:19

" ,'te proclaim (or more liﬁamll;y, yya)/::ra,c - to make known)
‘em myatary « o ."“ Thus 1t is olear that in the Ep!msmn

. Letter the ,aurqfwv 18 somthmg which was once hidden in

Ge& but i8 now mv@aled.

B, EPHESIAKS :Z 6

With this nnﬁarstandmg in mind, E;maaiam 3:6 18 now

20. Jo-hn A. Naekay, God's order (New York: The Mac-
milla:n Compeny, 1956 ).,za- 59. |
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mgtly exﬁmimé mw is sml‘l tha amtmuamon at‘ the t:hmak‘ ;

mﬁ‘?aul h@gm w ém'elop ixz 2: 11, mmly tha unifwmwx; of
&m Jaws am t&w @emilw in mmw. *rhe 'mysmry* ttgat was
/ m&a m\m w tm ssma of men .‘m other g&mratmm .ts now
;malaﬁ t:a Ma haiy ag}m%:lss mx& gzm;&mts by tm 5p1r1t;. And
, n 3 16 ?ma:}. mntiam that this mystaw is: "how the Gentiles
| 2 ,aré mllw-mim, mbara of 'm; same body, an& parmkars of
 " 35‘1;%§3 pwmw m f}hrwt Jasua thrwgh the gasp&l. -
ilvm ﬁmﬁ zwt ax;)msa me purpose, becmum the "mys-
mry* ar w@wh mmaleﬁ 3.5 a fast. 80 it is best to trans-
‘""late :‘Lt. hem: *m aem:ima am FZEPRER .’ In Christ, %hrcmgh
tim Gaapel shme ’shmga am true &b:mt tm éegmsilew They are
’ .,,k‘fgam to be rurlckqpavofm. ram/“ , and a-u/uﬁéro,ya . In the
~ English langusga 1t is very difficult te:: brmg out the threa
G ffraitaram& ewmm& ( ~-) words af th@ erigiml Greek, bdut

: 1 T;glfltm mamns mplxm in tham words osn be unﬁ@mwad by swéyn
- ‘ms @aeh wara. o ' ' foi
e o-urKNlPOW}‘M means "heirs inheriting together “ﬂh*
. ~( $£" mllw ha:.rag The Bense mplm& here m ‘that the Gaxzt% 3.&8 -
 are co-heirs with the Jews. :

a'va-rw,aa w a rare werd. run—upos ocours. only ham

G 1:& tize New wmamt end 1s unk cmown in elassiesl Gresk except
in &r&.smtm'a u&a ct‘ rua'o-w,uarono/s/v m na Hundo, 1*9. ’ 3€>.
salmm fsels that paul aanstmctzﬁ& the mrd to express what

= 'm had in hw mnﬁ. 23' ﬁebmsm aaaa a dj.tfmulty in mnﬁering

21. samz@,_ ag;am.; ‘p. 305.*
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ﬁha maaniﬁg ef the war& into current English. He says:

”ganearparatﬁ,* a loan from the lLatin, and
analogous to "ingcorporate," is the word we

“‘want; but, though it has been used in this

- connexion, it is not sufficiently famillar
to take its place in a rendering of the pas-
‘sage. In relation to the Body the members

~ are "incorporate®: in relation to one an-

. other they are "concorporate,® that is,
aharara in the one Bady.zz ro

‘ ‘a—v/lftsw,\m t- /Azn,(os means mrtmr, champion, or one
_,wha .m Bhﬁ:‘iﬁg or psrtakmg :m scmhmng. So ra/&/ls‘ra/\fas

'f&aanskcna ﬂha ahares aom@thing with someone. Th@ English trans-

\_?T 1at&an nfallgwuﬁartnar* r ﬁjeanx-sharar' seems to be bett@r

tbaa m&re *partakﬁr' ag in the Revised Standard Version. The

| gesnitive 'rl,s ewarrsAlas is mlata& to only ruﬂf‘ero,\’a. The
“prcmiﬁa 18 naﬁ speeifically &en%ianad or defined, but EﬂarreAuz
with the definite artiela Beems to mesn the Messianic promise
with 81l that 1s included in it.

| | ‘Hence, An Christ through the Gospel the Gentiles are
‘now eaaheira with the Jews, and more particularly equal membars
'at the same Baﬂy, aharing equally 8ll the blessings of the Mes~
',siania prom&aa. Qkis is the mystery once hidden but now re-
#ealad; It was for this tﬁat Paul was in bonds. |

: cénolusien:\ |

| Thus once disunity existed between two groups of human-
i1ty: the Ja&a and thé Gentiles. But Christ in His atonement
on the qroas'braka,dawn this disunity and created in Himself
@ unified humanity, which is malléd *one New Man,® "One Body,"

- 22. Robinson, op. olt., p. 78.
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_or *the Universsl Church.® In the Church there 13 ho differ-
ence b@tWé@ﬁ the Jews and the Gantiles; for they are co-heirs,
‘ %Qéb@rs ef-thé,saméyaady and co-sharers of the Messianie Prom-
~ise. This 18 the mystery which Paul proclaims in the Ephesian
‘Epiatle‘ ?rﬁlyfélé'hostilitg 1é én&ed in the Gospel, for
w“thgre 1a nai§har Jew nor Greek ., . . for you are &ll one in
| Ghmst‘ J‘@ua" (gal. 3:28). |



CHAPTER SIX
HOW_UNITY OF THE SPIEXT;IK THE CHURCH I8 aaxﬁgﬁixgg

Hs hav& seen the 1nse§arabla unity of th& Church with
Ghriat thraagh four aasariptive images of the Church (i.e.,
the Body, tha Building, the Bride, and a cgmmunity of slaves);
We have also seen the unity of the Jews and the Gentiles in
the Chureh. Bﬁt what does this unity mean for dally life?
If the sinngrs al&anatea frem god are brought into unity with
Christ in she Church, and if the two hostile races (Jews and
Gentiles) are now brought into unity through Christ in the
Church, thenle&rbainly'this ought tc be menifested in the
daily Christisn walk. = . | |

In this chapter three things shall be considered to
show how the unity of the Spirit in the Church 1s'ma1ntain¢a;‘

(1) Place in the Epistle, (2) Main Injunction, and (3) Prac-
tical Application.

I, Place in the Epistle:

In Ephasians 4:1 the apostle begins: "I therefore, the
prisoner in the ‘Lord, besaeeh you to walk worthily of the 5311~.
ing wherewith ye were ealled” (A.8.V). '

The 1nferential conjunstion "therefore" or*OUV' denabes
that what it introduced 1s the result of, or an inference fram;\
what praeeéaagl what is that which precedes this verse? It is

1. W.F. Arndt and P.u. Gingrich, A Greok-gnglish Lgxz;
con of the New Testament ( Chicago: The University o cago
Press, 1956), D v
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an aea&pted 1ntarpr@tation that chapter ana to three of the
: Epwtle 1s t;}w dootrinal seat&.«:sn.‘ 'rhis conjunction ooV then
Antroduces ths practical seotion of the Epistle by drawing an
1nfarenae fram the doctrinal aecticn.

. The Ghureh needs both s@unﬁ doctrine and sincerew alk.
The Chureh uith only doctrine is like a head without a body.
Paul knew this. S0 he moves fram the theelogical discussion
of the unity_éf the Church in chapters one to three to the
‘ﬁfaatieai_aﬁﬁiieation,of the'ﬁoetrine in chapter four,

Gbé&eﬁively looking at the hiétpry of the Church, it
is claar thafythe eﬁurch has been really concerned with doctrine.
Meny splits occured in the Church because of dootrinalfdiffer—
ences (g&g., ahelcadon Council, 451, Split of Eestern and West-
ern Churehes in 1051, Befermaticn in the sixteenth eentury,‘ .
etc.)s In our éay, in or&er to join a local church, & man is
asked what he believes. To become a member of a presbytery,
a ocandidate islaakéd to state his belief., To be sure, one's.
degtfine is important, but it is so often over-emphasized at
| the expensa‘cf the Christian way of life. BRelng sabjeotively
involved in the 1ife of this type of Christian society, peagla' 1
often mistakenly think that the doctrinal part of the Epistle
is of utmost importance, and th@-praetioal part i1s something
like an appendix to the Epistle. Brunner sees this danger
and briﬁgs‘aut the importance of the practical section in his
commentary on Romans, He has commented in the first eleven
chapters on that khiah is dootrinal, and now he begins the
practical seotion of that epistle in chapter twelve. The



o -96-
following remark is made at this transition:

What followe now must not on any account be
looked upon as a mere postscript which does not
carry the same welght as what preceded it. <Quite
the contrary. Ohe may say in & certain sense
that the entire letter has been directed at this
practical goal. Paul does not forget for a mo-
ment that God claims not only the thinking, bub
also the will and action of men . . . . AS the
frult grows from the sap of the tree, so this
instruotion for the true Christian life grows
out of what has been previously told . . . .,

The remark of Brunngr is made abaut the Epistle to the Remans,
but the sane eeﬁment is alsa true concerning Ephesians, wha
practical section is very limportant, and with this truth in

mind, we shall prcaeeﬁ.

I1I. Main Ingunntiens

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beseech
you to walk worthily of the calling wherewith ye
were called, with 8ll lowliness and meekness,
with longsuffering, forbearing one another in
love; giving dlligence to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is ore body,
and one Spirit, even as also ye were called in
one hope of your calling; one lLord, one faith,
ong baptism, one God and Pather of’ all, who ia
over all, anﬂ through all, and in all.
(Eyhasians hrl-6, ;n.a.s.v.}

; Prior to L. 1 ?aul as we have seen, has been daallng
 With the idea of unity. Now he shifts to a hortatory note, be-
sgeching the cﬁ#t&txans.to *wa1k~worthily‘af the aailing*-whﬁra~'
with they ware\asiled. As we See in the verses felldwing (es=
pecially vs, 2,3}; this 18 tentamount to an exhortation to main-
tain the unity of which he has been spesking. In verse 3 par-
tieularly P&ulkagaeifiaé in exact térms what 1t means to walk

2. Emil Brunner, The Letter to _the Romans, trens, by
H.A. Kennedy (rhiladelphia: e Westminster Press, 1959), pp.
101-102, Italicg‘added.~ : .
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' worthily of our calling. It 18 the defimition of the "Christian
'wéik;é ,“@a‘walk“ in plain t@rms 18 to give *ﬁ%ligen@e to the
’uniﬁg of the 3?1?1%._ Ths chrisbi&n walk to which wa are calle&
ia essentially t.m lifs of unity which is the main theme of the
; practiaal seatian, Kuist ealls this section (oh. &~6} *Unity
Exhibited in Ghristian Life,"’ and Filson calls 1t, *Unity in
VGhristian Livimg.”“‘ To understand this main 1njunaticn for
unity, first the meaning of 4:3 will be studied, and then the

seéias of seven 'éﬂﬁfﬁ“ An bL:h-6 wili be discussed,

Tﬁé vsr®s will be divided into three phrases in order
to consider esch 9&rt sapar@tely. Then each will be considered
o in rslatiﬁn to the whala (1) ”the unity of the 3pir§t " (2)
*giving &iligenae te keep,® and (3) "in the bond of pesce,"

ls‘ﬂw zvorh‘m TOU 'nvewuaros
There are differimg opinions concerning this phrase,

© Calvin takes the words to denots "the harmony” or the human
3p1r1t'¢f eénoéfﬁ<am0ng the Christians.” But the faot that
it is the 5pir£t of God wﬁé is operating in the believers and
creating the unity in the Ghristiaxi communi ty seems to indi-
cate thet the 'n‘veuparos in this verse has reference to the
Holy Spirit inate&& af the human gpirit.

3. Howard T. Kulst, "Work Sheet on Ephesians,® 115,
New Testament Beak Studies (Princeton Theological Seminary,

193;10 .
4, F.V. Filson, Opening the New Testament (Fhila&elphia'
The Westminster Press, 1 i
5. John Celvin, cammentaries on the Epistles of praul to
the galatians and Ephesians, trans, by W. Pringle (Granﬁfﬁapias,
Mich.: Wm. B. ﬂerdmans Publishing Company, 1957), p. 268.
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&mmg thossa who hold’ the opinion that the Spirit here
| mfers to tha Holy Spirit ‘there are two diff‘emnt mmrpreta‘-,

tions of t.ha ussaga af‘ the gmmva‘ one takes 7‘00 Nveu/uaras "

as the snbjeetive gemtive (maa Abbmt ﬁadge, etc.), a
the ather tams tm ‘words as me qmlitatim genitive (Hanson).
,Ir it 1& takem as the qualitative g@nitim, then the phrase
 would mean the spiritual unity, - |
Ths faat that more axpositars ’caka the former inter-
pmfsation than tha latter may ‘give preference to the subjec-
‘mm genitive. Bn‘b ‘there 18 no inconsistency between the two
@pmmna as far as the me&ning is concarmd Slnee the Spiriﬁ
‘of God has brought the unity, the unity existing in the Church
18 sps.ritual (af. Eph. 2:22).
2, rnouba rovrf.s wpzn/.
'rhis phraas consists of two words coming from two verbs:

The present partmiple ooV 8a;ovrss , comes from the verb
'k’rnoubé.fw;,.an@ ‘tlié present infinitive THPEIV , from the verb
THPEW . '.’Zh@' first verb rmou$au has two kinds of meening:
first, it means b‘c.?hasten or hurry,* and second, to "be zeal-

ous or eager, takg pains, make every effort, eto., n®

In the
context of 4:3 cértamly it is used as the second meaning.‘
Threughparsanalax@erien&es,\?aulknew that unity in the
churches 18 not easily kept ( e, the Corinthian Church). It
takes every affort of tha members of the church. Because of

this, 1t seems Paul has employed this word here. The second

6, Arndt and Gingrich, op. oit., p. 771.
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- verb, Tﬁpéu’, naver has the meaning "to create,® or "to pro-

n?  Gertainly

duce.* It,meanﬁr*ta:@reserve, keep, reserve, etc.
this verb cannot be used here fefﬂ#tha unity of the Spirit®
yif.tﬁat.ﬁniﬁﬁ‘is net an axisting‘réaxity. ‘But since it is a

‘ grésanx raality;tthis verb can bé!uséd, denoting as it ééas

in the ﬁraaént ﬁanae continuation: "to keep continually the
unity~ef'the-&pirit by makiag every effért.”

| | But:a question stlll persists. What does 1% mean "to
keep thefnnitﬁﬁ? Two maaniags might be derived from the phrase.
 First, since ib‘ia the unity of the $pirit, to keep the unity

means to avoiéuﬁgggé‘anyth;gg contrary to thé will of god re-
kvealed-th?eugh ﬁhé"épirmt,'ér; as Hanson pute it, "not break-
- ing loose from thg sgher@'ofhthe 8pir1t.“8 This 18 a negative
,meéning. Gﬁ tﬁévgbaitive Biéa,\tha following'ean be sald;
since the uniﬁy‘thai paul has in mind is "a unity which is
‘ever enlarging ita renge and contents: 'until we all come to
the unity,'?gltatﬁgeep the unity® means to maintain 1t hy‘per-
forming the will eﬁjeoé,‘aouthat'ultim&tely a full, perfect:
unity may be achieved. | |
3.4v TP sovbiruy Ths £ipivy s:

Bodge takes év of this phrase ag the instrumental €v ,

vhich means "me&ns by which,“lg but the whole sentence may‘be°

7. Ibid., p. 822, |

8. 8tig Hanson, The Unity of the Church in the New Testa-
ment ("Uppsala Universitets Nylestamentlige Seminar, Aota 14V,
Uppsala: Almqvist & Wiksells Boktryckeri, 1946), p. 149,

9, J.A. Robinson, §t. paul's Epistle tc the Ephesians
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1903), p. 92.

10. Crerles Hodge, A Commentary on the Epistle to the
Ephesians (New York: Robert Carter and Brothers, 1858), D. 201l.
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betwr sxplamed by takmg it as laoative ev . It means they
Sphare in uhioh the uuity ~of the spirit is maintained. fThe
genitive of £l qus in this verse is ordinarily taken as geni=
tive of aﬁpasitian (aeyer, ‘Salmond, Abbot, etc.) which means
"the bond which 18 peace." The unlty wrought in the Body of
Christ by the uaifying work of the Spirit *will be theirs 1n
so far as they m&ke peacs the relation whioch they maintain
one to another, or the band in which they walk together.® wll
This is done ﬁhén the members of the Body of Christ keep walk-
ing wiﬁh"ail XQ#iiﬁass and meekness, with longsuffering, for-

bearing one enmthér in love® (4:2),
B LIST OF SEVEN ONE'S (4:l-6): 3

After the apostle aaﬁanisheﬁ the readers "to keep the

unity of thekSpiritkin theibond of peace,® he immediately men-
‘tions seven "one's.® The ‘transition here 18 very abrupt. Alé
though tranﬁlatians such as King James, A.S5.V., ﬂ 5.v., etc,
supply 'thera,is" to start a new sentence here, in Nestle's
text there 18 no verb earraspan&ing to *"there 1s8.” Neither
does it haVQ any‘eonaunetion or a comnecting particle. The
‘text has only the colon in the transition. Abbott says, "We
need not even supply eo'TL ; u: 1s rather to be viewed as an
abrupt and emphatio r@mindsr of wh&t the readers wall knew,

-

as if the writar werse addreasing them in person.® salmcnﬁ

1. s. S.F. salmonﬁ 4g§gm§g3stla to the gghesians, V@l.

III of The Expositor's Graak Testament (Grand Raplds: Wm, B.
Eerdmans Pub, s Do k

12, T.K. Abbett,; 1stl@3 to tha_gphesi&na and_to the
Colossians ("The Internat%anai Critical Commentary®; New YOrK:
Charles soribnert's 3Sons, 1916), p. 108.
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comments on the connection: It is & positive statement, made
| a.il the more mpmasim by the lack of y&f or any connecting
‘;“partiala,;anﬁfgifing the‘@bﬁ&a%i?@igreunﬂ; or basis in fact,
dn whiah thgfwalk in lowliness, meekness, longsuffering and
| ia#ing forbearance is urged, and of which it should be the re-
‘anlt.’%B ;&s the context and the mein theme of the section in-
éiéate, thekmain sgphaais on these Seven "one's® is not on
singularity but on unity;lh |

In accordsnce with the language onSha sentence and
the punatua%iéﬁ‘in the (reek texi, these seven unities can be
grouped into three; one Body, one Spirlt, one hope; one Lord,
one faith, one baptism; and one God.

Conﬁenﬁing the first group, the relation of the three
can be said to be "the ome Body, vitalized by one Spirit, and
progressing towards the goal of oﬁs Hope.”lS

One gggz refers to the Body of Christ, the Church.
Since Christ 1s one and cannot be divided, His Body which 1is
‘inseparably united to Him cannot be divided. The imagery of
the Body itself shows that each part is united in one. The
study of this image in a previous chapter on 1mage§y aléo has
shown that the Body is one (see, Chapter four, Seotion I).

One Spirit - In the Body of Christ, one Spirit of God
dwells., He 18 the seal of the fguarantee of the inheritance®

(1:13,14, 4:30); the means of "access" to the Pather (2:18),

13, Selmond, op. 6it., p. 321.

14, F.C. Syngs, St. raul's Epistle to the Ephesians
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1941), Pp. 5.

15. Robinson, op. oit., p. 93.
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k”'the source of the “myatary” revealed (3:5), the source of the
", apirituax ‘power in tha members of tha BRody of Christ (3 116,

5 1&}, anﬂ, abcva all, the souras ef the unifying power (4:3).
';"Just as t&@ ahavah 13 1naapar&bly united with Christ, so it ‘,‘*

7~akhaa an 1nsa§arable ralatioa to the Spirit. Apart from the
© Spirit, there 1s 1o uity, mo. vital power, no 1ife in the Church.
Q@gﬁﬁﬁ§g ~_ "Even as also ye Were called in one hope of
i' your calling.g “ﬁage"hers is nmﬁ somathimg arising from the |
‘z‘christian eali, but 1t 1s‘t§é“h§paﬁbelonging to the caxl,lé
; Iu this senaa, tha ﬁ 5. V. traaﬁianian is very goed‘az this
"~, ‘pmint. @his iﬁaa uf hopa 1s also ravaaleﬁ in Paul's graat
“prayer in ehap$@r ons. Ee prays, “Xou may know uhat 18 the g
h&p@ to whiah he ha& aalleﬁ y@u' (l 18). The hope belongs to
| .;th@ Ghristian aall. But th@y had ﬁ@ hape before they were
- ~oall@& (2 12}.5"vae 18 ~one sincg 1ts objeat 15 ome . . . .
, chr1$t is the éitimata gsal of all ‘a eompleta and permanent |
" un1en‘w1eh Him being their common aim, and in so far as all
-Ghrishiaﬂs are partaxers of this hope, it has a unirying in-
fluence on tha chureh. 17,
| ecnesrnins the relation between the first and the 8o~
@anﬁ group, 1t may ba said that the members of one Bedy of.
Christ, 1aawalb by one Spirit and having one Hope, are united
to one Lord thr@ugh ona faith and one baptiam. |
One Lord - In the image of the Church as the Bo&y of

Christ, Jesus 18 the Head, and the Church 18 subject to Him.

16. Abbott, op. oit., p. 108.
17. Hanson, op, 6it., p. 153.
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fxﬁ the'imaga qr ﬁbs Bride af‘ahriat, Jesus 1is tha‘Briéegroam,
 the Head of ﬁhe Bride, and %ﬁ@ church is subordinate to Him. .
'In the iﬁag@ of the Community of slaves, Christ is the Master,
and the Charaﬁ is subject to Him. Christ is the Lord. 8Since
" the Eoﬁy;has en@‘Haad and the Bride has one Bridegroom, the
‘Eora of thawéhuréh 1s one. AS *no man can serve two masters®
£¥t. 6*2&}; the Church serves and éi?es allegiance to one Lord -
Jesus Christ. | ; |

One Faith - What doss "one faith" mean? It seems that
o there_ara.sevgra1 3Q¢mun1ans within the Christian Ghuréh. Paul's
purpose in w?ining "one féithﬁ does not deny that there may be |
‘various ways of axprasﬁing faith. But all Christians are‘unitea
in the faith ;h&t‘éesué ¢christ is the Lord. So it is sign1f1a 
eanh‘that 1n'keeping with this ésseﬁtial faith, the members qf ,r‘
the Body arafuﬁfQéd to*onaFLérdf‘ By "one faith,® Paul must |
have meant one liviﬁg faith in the Lord Jesus which all members
" of the Ddy ef chrs.at share.
One §m9tiam - Those who are united with Christ through

one faith are admitted into the fellowship of the Church threugh‘
one rite of baptism, |

- One Qed - “Gna God an& Father of all who 18 over all
‘and through all ‘and in all." After the last word of the san—
tence, maciv. scme wimesaea, sueh as DG K L, Vulgata, Syrs.acs,, ‘
ete., add ‘i{‘“’* But this pronoun 1s not found in A B C P, etec.
It must be an interpolation to 1imit the meaning. The list of
geven one's cliﬁaxaa with "one ged," Although it is absolutaly

true that God is lsaprama~o#er all, operative through all, and
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immenent in ali;*la'Paul is notﬂh&ra speaking abcut‘the uniéf
versal Fatherheéd of god. In this gontaxt the members of the
" Body of Chiist éra n&ﬁar canéi&éfaﬁiaﬁ4(calv1n, Carver, etc.);
' God 18 Bupreme over, operative %hrcngh; and immanent in all
the members of the Body of Christ. The Jews oconfessed one God
; ﬁnder the 0l1d cavgﬁant ( Deut., 6:@,—N*The‘bard our God is one
"QLera?);,.sa under the New Covenant the members of the Body of
yéhrist confess one God, and in Him the unity of the Church :
converges,

Thue in 4:1-6 the main injunction to the members of
the Body of Ghriﬁtiis to walk wurthily‘of the calling of God
with lowliness, meekness, etc., that 1s, to make every effort
to keep the unity of the ﬂpibit.~ The list of the seven *nﬁé's“

;‘giveﬂ the objective ground on which such a Christian walk 18

urged.

III. Praoﬁical Application:
in tﬁia_cﬁapter we have aeén‘first the importance of

“the practicsl section (ch. 4.6 of Ephesians), and second, the
main injunction fér'unity. But how dén this injunction ba ‘
carried out Ain daily living by theyﬁgmbara~ef the aoﬁy‘af Christ?
In & more éanarats way the apostle illustrates the principle.

| In chapters four to six, the following areas 6f 1life

are dealt with: Christian miniatry (4:7-16), Life in the waéi&'
(4:17-5:20), Domestic 1ife (5:21-6:10), and War-fare in the

‘8piritual Sphere (6:1@720). _Of these, "Christian ministry"

18. mobinson, op. cit., p. 93.
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fwill be treated 1n the nﬂxt ehapter of this thesis. The other
thr@a will be studied bri&fly in this ehapt@r.
. LIFEZ IN THL‘%Q&LQ (B:17-5: 20) :

?hs main piea of this sectian is t@ put of f the cld

&

man;ahﬁ ta put Qﬁ‘tha new mﬂn.g %h figure comes from putting
fo and putting on of garments. ﬁany of the readers of the

. Epistle addressed by paul hed a pagsn background, and neturally
yéh@re‘waa'eoﬁétant danger for them to 'think and act in pagan
ways., Before they were regenerated, they walked "following
the saursg of this world, following the prince of the power

of the air . . . lived in the passions of our flesk, follow-
1ng the desires of body and mind®* (2:2,3). vBut now they éra
Christianﬁ, héving experienced the love of God thraugh Christ.
paul urges thaﬁ to put off the old way of life and to put on
the new man "oreated after the likeness of God in true right-
eousness and hslingﬁs* (b 24y,

To put away the old man which epitomizes thelr fermer
'-mannﬁr of life inaludas. "Putting away falsehood® (& 25); ®do
not let the sun ge down on your anger and give no eppertunityl
to the devil® (4:26,27); "Let the thief no longer steal
(4:28); "Let no evil talk come out of your mouths" (4:29);

"Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God" (4:30); *Let all bitter-
ness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away '
from you, with &11 malice" (4:31); "Let there be no filthihesa,
nor silly taelk, nor levity® (5:4); *Do not assoclate with them
[the sons of discbedience]® (5:7); "Take no part in the un-
fruitful works of darkness® (5:11); “Do not get drunk with
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wine® (5:17); etc. |

, The positive injunction to put on the new man now
follows the negat&ve injunotion: "Let every one spesk the
‘truth with his neighbor" (4:25); "Let him [thief] labor, doing
‘ honest wgrk:with his hands® (&328);‘§[Let talk] only such as
is geoa.faé a&ifying [come out of your mouths]" (4:29); "Be
kind to éné ahéfher, hehéérhﬁartaﬁ forgiving one another as
god 1n»6hrist fargave you® (4 32); *Ba imitators of God, as
baleved shildran” (5:1); “walk 1n 1Qve, as christ 10ved us"
(5:2); "Let there be thanksgivlng‘ (5:4); *Try to learn what
is plaaaing to the Lora* (5 10); “Leok carafully how you walk
e e e as wiaa, makiﬁg the most of the*tlme“ (5:15,16); *Under-
stand wh&t ﬂha will of tha Lord 15* (5:17); "Be filled with ;
the Spirit a&dressing ona ancthar in psalms and hymns and |
spir;tu&;‘sqgga{ﬁainging and making malcdy to the Lord with
&li ééur héafég‘alﬁays and forﬁéiefﬁtﬁing giving thanks in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father® (5:19-20).

| - To keep aﬁ'tha old man and walk in the darkness creates
disunity 1n the Boﬁy of Christ, but to put on the new man and
~walk in the 1ight preserves the unity of the Spirit in the
Church,

B. LIFE IN THE HOME (5:21-6:9):

The main plaa in this section is conaarned with th@

.autiea of christians in their relations to others in their
domestic 1life.

| Pirst the husband and wife relabionship is i1llustrated
in the néw light of Christt!s rslationship to the Church. as;
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l:‘ehrist 18 the Head of the Church, the husband 1s the head of
his wife. The wife 18 to be subject to her own husband as thé.
: churéh is to Christ. 4As Christ le#ed the Church, the husband
18 to love his wife. When both husband and wife follow this
sﬁﬁram& example of Christ aﬁé the chureh there can be pre-
serva& the trua unity in the marriag@ ralatianahip.

 Children are to obey their parents in the Lord. There
j.s a czuastion as to the phmae gv Kvpny whether 1t should be in
the text. it is inserted by P 6;? A K L, Vulgate, Syriac,
;ato., but 1s omitted by B ﬁ*ua, etec, From the manuscript av1~
dence 1t 18 hard to decide. But many of the ﬁr&nslatians'inQv
olude the phrase in the text (King James, A.S.V., Moffatt,
R.8.V., etc.). Eﬁsu&ing that the phrase 1s genuine, there 1s
a further Questien whatherkit,rafaré'ﬁc parents who are "in
the Lord" of whether 1t means that ohildren's obedience should
be "in the Lord." The latter lnterpratation seems more natural
,inytha context. Thay are to be cbedient as Christlans. And
when tﬁera‘is this obediencg~¢n the part of children, unity 1sA
preserved betwean children and parents.

Fathara are commanded not to provoke thelr ehilﬁr&n
to wrath. A father'a savar&ﬁy, insnatiee. inconsistency, etoc.
- to hisgs abildran aan irritate or provoke his children to anger.
Where there is wrath, unity cannot exist,
wathcut aaying whether slaverw is right or wrong, bue

aeeepting it as ean existing socisl institution, Paul exhorts
slaves to be obedlent to their earthly masters, They are to

serve as Christians. Masters are to treatl their slaves in the



~108~
ssme Christian way, and ferbsar all threstening, knawing that
they hava an 1&part&a1 Master in heaven with whom they have to
do. whan both sides act in a chr&stian way, the unity 1s main~
,t&;nsﬁ. ,
Thus in dammatie relatianahips when husband and wife,
| childran and parentﬂ, slaves and mastara perform thelr own
‘&&utiea balanging to them in their ralatian to others, the unity
s praserved.
C. u&aﬁ&&g‘zﬁ THE SPIRTTUAL SPHERE (6:10-20):

In th&(@hﬁﬁtar on "the Sphere of the Church® we have

noted that the Church is in the sphere called £v Tols énoupwl'ws,f
fighting the apiriﬁual warfare against evil powers. And in-
deed Satanic power 1s at work against the Church tenﬂing to
produce d&aunity in the Body of Christ, "Paul says, "We are
not contending against flesh and blood, but against the princi-
palitiéﬁ, against the powers, against the world rulers of this
present darkness, &galnst the spiritual hosts of wickedness
in the héavanly glaoesé (6:12), The meening here 1s that the
foe of the Church is not feeble humanity, but all the con-
celvable evil forces in the heavenly sphere. The Spirit of
God produces unity in the Church, but the evil spirituel foe
of the Church is out for disunity. The members of the Body
of Christ cannot meet their spiritual foe with their human
strength. ;

8o the apostle says to gut on the whole armor of God
(6:11,13).‘ The mein ggphaaié is not the completeness of the

- armor, for Paul omits twe important portions of the outfit of
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the Homan soldier, namsl§ greaves and the syear.lg ﬁh@ en-
~ phasis lies in the phrase "of God." Since the foe 1s spiritual
power, 1t takés the super;humanasrmarAgg god to stand against
| it. Dodd says, "In ail these passages té}ll—l?j God is the
warrier,\émﬁ thé érmér of Gcé £7v;jli,13) herekprsbably starts
:  fram the meaning”éf the armor worn by Ga&.’zo All the parts
mentioned here &re' girdle'af truth, breastplate of righte0ua~
_ ness, shoes of raaﬁinass of the g@spel of peace, shleld of
faith, helmmt of salvatian, swarﬁ Qf the Spirlt which is the
word of God; and at the end Paul urges constant watching by
prayer &nd aapnl&aaticn, not. anly f&r thamsslvas but for the
 whole RBody of Christ (all the saznts)
, When the members of the Body of Christ follow this
a&monitlon; and fight the spiritusl warfare, the unity of the
Spirit in the Church cammnot be disturbed no matter how powar-'
ful and subtle the spiritual foe may be. | |

gonclusion:
Just as humen life 18 & gift of God which must be pre-

served by human effort, even so, the unity of the Church is a |
divine gift which is to be maintained by ahristlans in their
dally walk in l1ife.

In this chagtar we have seen, first, the importance
of the practical section of the Epistle. The practical section
18 not an "appendix® or a mere "postscript® of the lLetter, It

19. 1Ibid., p. 133. ' '
20. ¢.H. Dodd, ®*Ephesians," %ha Ab1§§dﬂn Bible Commen-
“tary (New York: 3bingdon Press, 1929), p.
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; is rather‘the goal toward which the ideas of the doctrinal
section of the Epistle are directed, It is like the frult
“of a tree. It;is faith manifested in works. Second, we have
studied Paal's appeal to maintain "the unity of the Spirit"
as thé main 1$3unﬂtxsn in the practical section. Since "the
unity® is an existing realitj in the Church wrought by the
Spirit, all Christians must‘make‘avery effort to maintain 1%.‘
This éeans, nﬁgativelyyté avold doing anything contrery to
the will of God as raveaia& through His Spirit, and positively
Just the reverse -~ to make everyﬁefforﬁ to perform the will
of God. fThe 1ist of the seven "one's" gives the objeotive
grounﬂ on ﬁhiah such a christian walk is urged. Third, we
have observed how’christiana, in their daily lives, should
respond to Paul's appeal for upity in the world, in the home,
and in the h&avanlyfaphabea . N

| When Christians reapon@ to the appgal for the main-

tenance of the "unity" in their daily walk, then that unity
whioh thwkspirit brought to ragl&sy in the Church is realized
in their individual lives. Aﬁﬁ;7ﬁ¢§§,or all, 1t furthers the
enlargement of the range and eonﬁentkcf the "unity® of the
Church *till we all come ﬁo the unity of the faith and the
knowledge of the Son of God" (Ephesians 4:13).




CEAPTER SEVEN
MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH

In the previous chapter we have moted that the unity

of the Church is an existing reality wﬁoughtrby the Spirit'ar :

God. At that same time it has alsa been shown that 1t is the
duty 0f the members of the Body af Christ to maintain this unity‘
by making every effort (4:3)., Now following the series af
Seven ‘Qnafs”~(b:4-6), the apgatle begins to discuss the min- _
istry of the church.

Verse é teaches that "the grace was given® to'aaohﬁnng.
This means that everyone in theHchurck has received the same
grace. But the verse continues to say that each one recaivud‘
different maééure according to the purpose of cﬁriat. In-varsef
- 8 paul refers to Psalm 68, whiah shows god as a mighty warrior
who gained the greast victory by ovsroeming all enemies, He;'
led away the aapt&vaa and received gifts from among men (Ps.‘
68:18). ’?aul applies this Psalm to the wictorious chrlst?who *'

overcame sin and death, but he pieturea Christ as giving gifta,"

while the Pealm passage says "received." °This is not a con~
flict," says carveé. *but an extention of the idea. He gava
to men the gifts he had gained by his sacrifice and vlotory.‘;
In verses 9, 10 Paul spesks about christ's descent to "the |
lower parts of the earth” and ascent to *far above all the

heavens.® (Commenting on this Eobinaon says, "From 1%3'&epﬁhsr

1. W. 0. Carver, The Glory of Ggod in the chriatian ,
Celling (Nashville: Broadman Press, ,
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15;};&@ its h&igkzua He has aem;p&sﬁa& the universe. He i;a# left
~1*‘mmm§; unvisimd by His presence. ”2 %hm was "%ebrmg t:he
kmmrm m zt& emvimly aest;ima gaal namaly *fillmg the N
varsa w:&th ms presence.® 3 ; R
'_ In or&er w further 'cms geal af "ﬁllmg tlm umverse
i m,ma ma ymmme,* t;he rwan am& viawriws Chmst gava tha
fg:,fta of mnmtry m the ommh (af’. mdd, P. 1233) On the
Bauia of thm %mth pPaul &amlaps threa im;acrtan'c aap@ets of
tha ehristian mmswy from mrm eleven to thirteen. They

51“6. Cl) mni.swra as Gifts af mmsm b 13-: (2) Purpose of
zha xmmm. @*3.2, awi (3 Goal of the ministry, 4:13.

' ___‘_ﬁmwmra aa mfts of cnrs,m; (m&smm L. 3.11

; . The t‘zm’c twa words c;f tsm m;:t (4:11) ahw the a&ar&a-v
- - ter of the c:hrmmm mmswy as gifts of (wist, and the Test
of t;he mr«m gzms 2 list of ministers.
AR G?‘ERQ? IINISTRY w- @IF’E’& QF CHRIST:
auns t&wk:v. There is a aubmituw rea&mg ba&wt«.v

B gimn in t&m plaae of £Swktv in the Chester Beatty Papyri,
V 4,6._ | But the maamg :watw 13 pmmrmﬁ on the basis of
‘ms support by H pa. | |
. - The pronoun 4 07es is an amyhatie use. It is He‘,ané{f

na other person who gave gifts., It 13 t!ze thor&.em' &Qeﬁm&
“Ghrist }tgmmlf who gave gifts. The gifts -- namely amstles,

prazmms avaagal&sta, pastors aaé teachers in the ‘Church --

S 2. J.A. Eobinwn, ults
( mﬂ x‘c;rk' ﬁ;“h& mamillan cemgany, 1¢

sl " p. 96.
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Fvare not something gained by ment's own efforts, merits or en-
deavours. Nor do they come to certain indlividuals by the.ap~
goxntments of laeai churehas.v They ccme to 1nﬁ1vi§uala only
‘frem christ Himaelf. N |

- The verb zéwxzv 18 not the same as £9£To of I Cor,
12:28 whererit has the 1dea of appointment or placement (Abbott,
Salmond)., Here in verse 11'th@ main idea is giftv. The use of
such éérd& as §6597 and éwpsis in verse 7, and £Swksy 6é/uara.
in verse 8 indiocate that the leading idea is gift.

gow;itksaems nabural for paul to 1list gifts, but in-
stead he begins to 1ist ministers. Why 1s this? Calvin an-
‘swers, *When men are called by God, gifts are necessarily con-
nected with foiaas.‘ God does not confer on men the mere
ném&a . . . but also endows them with gifts . . . the divine
command, and&the ahil;ty to perfarm 1%; 39 togsthsr.*u Abbott

@Pt1$ éays, "Christ gavé the persons; the church appointed to

the office (Acts 13:2, 14:23)."°

B. A LIST OF MINISTERS:
Paul mentions a 1ist of minist@rs Christ gave to the

Church: *seme agostleﬂ, some prophets, some evangelists, some

shephers and teachers, "

By carefully observing this 1list, one can notice im-
mediately that there 18 no mention of elders, biaheps and éaak"_

b, Jahn calvin, Cbmmentaries on the Epistles of Paul
to the galatians and Epheslans, trans. by W. Pringle {(Grand
Rapids: wm.B. Rerdmans pub. ©0., 1957), p. 277.

5. T.K. Abbott, The Epistles to the Ephesians and to
the Colossians ("Phe International Critical Commentary?; New
York: charies Seribner's Sons, 1918), p. 117.
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cons who sarakhalding very prominent places of lwaésrahiy in
ﬁhe local churches of tha first century. In Acts 20:17-38
there is an adﬁaaﬁx of raults meeting with Ephesian elders  7
wha:wars &vardaarswaf tha church in Ephesus (20:28). In I.
~Timothy chapter 3 there 1s & mention of the qualifications of
bishops'anﬁ‘&aacans. In Titus chapter 1 there 18 another men-
tion of elders whose funotion iﬁ bishop. In I Peter ahaptarys
kPateriexhorts elders to "faed the flock of God,” and he oalls
nimself 8 "co-elder.” Why is there no mention of these of-
filcers of the churches in Ephesians 4:11? This:ig & very 4if-
ficult question. "The most intelligible explanation,” says
‘Robinson, ”ia’that bishops, pggsbyﬁars, and dezocons were pri-
marily local officers, and St. Paul is here concerned with the

Church as & whol&.'é

He continues to say that the first three
~in the list are gifted men who serve the Church at large, and
aﬁzy»*pastors‘anﬁ e;aehers* have a'vagna aaéignation 4f & lo~
cal ministry is alluded to at all. But ecertainly this answer
does not solve the problem. Wh? 414 reter, who was an apostle
of the Church at iarge, call himself a "co-elder®? If the
alders who served the churches through fae&iug the flock of
God by teaching (e.g., I Pet. 5:2, Tit. 1:9, I Tim. 3:2) are
not "pastors and teachers,® who can be the "pastors and
teachers" 1n Ephesians 4:11%7 ‘@hs problem may better be solved
Af one takes "pastors and teachers" in Ephesians b4:1l te‘ba

 the same as "elders" and "bishops® mentioned elsewhere, be-

6. Robinson, op. oit., p. 97.
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aﬁuse their functions are exactly the sane as pastéra and
teachers, and also because there 18 no mention of aidara and
bishags in gphsaians at all. The absence of deacons in the
1ist of “ﬁll;aan b& acccunted for by the faot that their funo-
tion in the churches was primarily more administrative than
kthé miniatrs of the other glfﬁéd men listed here. However,
this answer too aénnst be acﬁble%aly free from question (e.g.,
Stephen in scts 6,7). '

SOME APOSTLES - The word "apostles® immediately brings
to one's mind the original Twelve cha&an by Jesus Christ, and
lﬁter,ﬁatthiha who was inoluded beocsuse of the falling away of
Judas ff@m the gr&ﬁp {eof. Actﬁ 1:23-26). Beside these, Paul,
aarnahas (Aets 1# +4,14), Silvanus (I Thess., 2:6), and anﬂraniu
ous and Junia (Ram. 16:7) are muntionad as apostles. 1In II Cor.
’8.23kand Phil‘-zszgkths,tarm is used in the sense of "mesaenger,*
and in John 13:16 1t is used in the R.S.V. translation in the
ksense of *he who is:sent." Rebinnen points out a wider m&an»
ing of the term breught to 1ight bhr@ugh the recovery of the
Didache. Aaeerﬂing to it, a 1atar gaeneration of apostles were
what we usually term as “miswionarias.'7 The qualifinatzaﬁa
af the apostleship in the ﬁew %astamanx seem to be the fallﬂwm
Lng three: first, one must h&ve an experience of saaing chriat
(I Cor. 9:1); second, one must be a witness of the resurr@ation
of Christ (Aots 1:22); and above all, one must be divinely ap-
pointed to one's office (Gal. 1l:1).

?‘,VIbidt, p. ?80
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SOME PROPHETS - Next to apostles, prophets are mentioned

in the list. Although one generally associates the word "pro-
Phet® with one who predicts the future (e.g., Agabus in Acts
11:28, 21:10-11, and also many of the eld Testament prophats),
a more distinct m@aning in the New Testamant i8 "one who forth-
tells.” This can be 1llustrated from Acts 15:32, "And Judas
and silas, who were themselves prophets, exhorted the brethren
with @any words and strengthened them.® Also I Cor. 14:3 aéys,
*he who prophesies syeakaf%almen for their upbuilding and en-~
couragement and consolation.® (Calvin comments:

I would rather define the word prophets . . .

to mean distinguished interpreters of prophecies,

who, by a remarkable gift of revelation, applied

them to the subjects which they had occasion to

handle; not excluding, however, the gift of

prophecy, by which their doctrinal 1nstruction

was usually aooompanie&.s
Thus in Ephesian& 4:11 1t seems that a prophet is consldered

more as a forth-teller than a fore~taller.

SOME EVANGELISTS - The word "evangelist,” or euayriA:rr”;
occurs only three times in the New Testament. In the first
place, Philip, who was chosen as one of the deacons in Acts 6,
and who went to preach Christ in Samaria in Aots 8, was men-
tioned in Acts 21:8°as "Philip the evangelist.® Paul commands
Timothy to *do the work of an evangelist® (II Tim. 4:5). And
the third oceurrense.is in our present text. Beside thesa
there 18 no occurrence. - Ths'ward is closely related to the

word "gospel® (gdmyri)\lav ). Although they did not possess

8. calvin, op. eit., p. 279.
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the qualification or the authority of the apostles, and were
subordinate to them,9 evangslists had the same function to
preach the Gaspal. |
| SQHE PASTORS AND TEACHERS - The word not/.¢7|/ literally

means & *shephard“ or a "sheep-herder® who takes care of 11%&?&1
aheap., Im the New Testa&ent christianz are called "the flock
of Gedﬁ {g;g,, 1 ?et. 5 2),"3§mbs“ (g;g,. John 21:15}), ”sheap'
(g;gﬁ, John 21:17), ete. From these figures one who feeds and
takes care of éhrismans is oai-lerd im,ufv which 1is uaually trans-
lated as "shepherd" cr'“pastor,* in a spiritual sense. |
An important question is raised among ths‘axpasitara
of the 3ar1gtﬁre'as to whether "gome pastors and teachers® de-
note one class of officers or two classes of officers in the
Church. | | |
Calvin definitely takes the latter view (also Mackay,
p. 148 1n sed'a Order). He reeagnizes that teaching is a part

of the &uty of pastors, but he supports his view by saying, "to
maintain sound &actrine requires a talent for interpreting
Scripture, and a man may be a teacher who is not qualified to
preach.‘le He also says that *thsr& is & distinct olass of -
teachers, who presids both in education of pastors and in thé
instruction of the whole Churoh.*ll The weakness of Calvin's
argument 1g that 1t seems to come from his own experience in

the soolety of the sixteenth century in which he lived and not

9. Abbott, op. oit., p. 118.
10. Galvln,i—mg. 3 tf, p. 280.

11. Ibid., p.
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from the text in Ephesians @:11. 'Ityis doubtful whéthar in
paul's day there was & distinot olass of people, sglleéfft@aahQ
ers,* who devaﬁédfthemselvas solely to the instruction 6f.pés~ |
tors. i |

Over again&t this viaw; Kuiatftak@a‘the first view ‘

‘-dzractly from th@ ccnatructian and the grammar of the text it-
self. First he observes that Tevs $% 18 not repeated before |
3.5@,-,«“,05 P while it 1is repeatad before apostles, prophgta,
‘ evangallsts, ‘and pastarsl (also Salmond, ete,). It aa@ms | _
that if Paul intended to introduce & distinct class of teachers,
‘he would have put another -rous 5% befvre é:ba.a—xa)wos. Saecm&
Kuiat suppcrts his View from *the pessibla use af‘l(at @paxsw
getically. 513 A typical ep@xegatiaal usage of kal can be
found in paul's favorite expression in the salutations of his
epistles: ¢ 0o xal Mrif’roﬁ' Kvpiou ﬁu«'?? ’/7¢ro6' Xpio-tod
(II cor. 1%3, Eph. 1:3, etc.). God is ¢od, and at the same
time He 1$~$h@'?ath@r of our Edréfgeéus Christ. In the same
way, the pastbfs are pastsés and at the seme time teachers. .
This doss not deny the possible exlistence of those who were
exclusively teachers. It means that not all the teachers were

pastors, but all the pastors are at the same time teachers.

II. Purpose of the Ministry:

After listing these four groups of divinely gifted min-

isters, Paul states the purpose of their minlstry in verse 12:

' 12, Howard T. Kulst, The Pe
Xark« George H. Doran Company,
13. Ibid., p. 76.

gy _of St. Paul (New

*
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gls oikobouqy TeT cduares To¥ Xfla-rw
59&& aawmezata’sors put & comma after a)qu , but thare

- ahmil_d mﬂ; be a comme there. ?he reaaan ﬁr this will be given
‘at the time of the exposition of the passage. Weiss omits the
comma after blaxowa.g. Beoause there 18 no comma before the
" firﬂt ifs , he. proba‘bly omits 'che com& before the second Els .
'shis problezm af the comma 13 aetually a matter of onets mter-

pwtatmn, since there 1s no puncstaation mark in the manuscripts.

S ?hem are ‘various interpretations of this verse, and
hare four viaws shall be armiea}.w ax&mim& The main yrob-
le;n nae in the relation of aaah phrase governed by three
pre?ﬁzitmna (nfos, zcs ’ g:s ) whether they are co-ordinated

~or subordinated. |

(1} One 1ntarpretatien is that 21l these three phrases

- gevamédby the prepositiens are co-ordinated. Calvin seems |
to take thia view (saa P. 231 of ms commtarw This would
mean that Christ gave His gifts im ministers for three things:
*for the ,&quimanb of the samta,” “:‘or the work of minlstry,

- and "for building up the Body of Christ." The R.S.V. transla~
;tien gives exactly this with ‘tha comma before the firet and
~the second € is . Objecting to this view from the grammatiocal
viewpoint, Kuist gives two reasons: "The change of prepositions.
and the omission of the article before e"pyav and 0jKko 80/47'¢

-~ does not allow this.*m

4. Ibid., p. 77.
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(2) Heyar aeerdinates tﬁa twe sls phrases and directly
relat.es them to s&uxeu. He interpmts npss phrase as the
aim fer uhiah Christ gave &1vinely giftea ministers of veraa 11,
 The m@aﬁing af the sentence in 4 11 12 would be' For the sake
of perfeating tha\saints, Christ gave some apostles, Some pro-
phets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers gg£°the
- work of ths'ainistry, for the building up of tha‘bedy of'christ.15
. The mﬁ&nyabjaatian to this is that this interpretation misses
tﬁe maiﬁ‘smphésia of the sentence. 'Bﬁilding up of the Body of
Ghriét* $$$£a'te be the ultim&€e~purpésa of the ministry,
‘ r&@her than "perfecting of the aaints.‘ ‘@h@ perfecting of the
saints* 1a a means to build: the eh&reh!

(3) Another interpratatimn 1s that the first £/ see»
tion is subordinate to the nfos section, and the sscond 515

 section 1s coordinate to the 7pP section. But an objectlon

to this view 1s: what is the use of "perfecting the saints

‘for the work of ministry," if thcée‘mentionsd in verse 1l aré,

 the only ones who build the Body of Christ?

(4) The simplest and the best view 18 to take each sec-
tion as successively subordinate té«ﬁhe_cha preceding (Kuigﬁ;
Mackay, Robinson, Salﬁond,‘eta;)} This would mean: Christ gave.
some apostles, some prophets, séme”évangelists, some pastors
and teachers for equipping the saints unto the work of seb#iaa,
unto the buil&ing of the Body of Christ. This means that evéry

i5. H.A.W. Meyer, critiaal and Exegetical Handbook to
the Epistle to the Ephesisns and the Epistle to Philemon
gritical and Exegetical commentary on the New Testament®;
Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1880), p. 219.
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beliaver partiaipatea 1n the builéing up of the Body of Christ,
’whieh is th@ ﬁltlmate purpose of the ministry.

It was ﬁﬁt&d on §aga 119 that gome cammantatars put
‘ ths Qomma afte? the word ’ﬁ&iﬂtﬁ.f ‘To retain the comma &eans
~ that enly ‘some msmbers of the shurah will be aquippad ta de
'.ths swork of miﬁiﬁtry* to bulld the B@dy of Christ. Says Mackay,
| "Here, wkthout 1iﬁgu»stia autharity but with,unanubtea eaalesi« |
i‘alagieal biaa, the fatal comma aft&r the word 'saints' has baan
ratainea;;ha haa éireat referanca to the R.5.V. tranﬁlatiang.
churchmen balk at sanctioning a Kaw Testamant 'miniatry* for

aréinary ﬂhristians. He %ntmues to Bay that such mc:dam

%&w Testament gehelars as Phillip& and Weymouth take this gas«»"
,sage to mean that *the 'saints? are '&qulgpe&' to serve." 17
Hansan abaects to this view by saying, "this aontra-
dicts the amphasizing of the miﬁiatry in the previous varsa."la
But Hanﬁan is wrsng, for this view does not contradict the em~
phasis of the ministry in the previous verse at all., It rathgr“
magﬁifiss the ministwy. what can be'more challenging than for
ministers to equip every saint to be able to participate in
the great task sf buildlng up the Body of Christ?
| Robinson, who holds this view, says, *'tha‘werk of
‘ministry! here spoken of corresponds to the 'grace given to

every one of us,' which is the subject of this aeathn.*l9

16 John A. Mackay, God's Order (New York: The Mac-
millan Company, 1956), p. 149,
17. Ibid., p. 150.
18, 3tig Henson, The Unity of the church in the New
Tﬁ%t&m@ﬁt ("Upyﬁala Universitets Nytestamentlige Seminar, Acta
ppBala: Almqvist & Wiksells Boktryckeri, 1946), p. 1537.
19. Robinson, op. cit., p. 99.
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;_~Anﬁ truly in th&~1msgaS'of the Body &nd the Buildingvin verse'
 16 every mambar is partioipating in building up the whole.
L@haa wa abserve that the seaticn on the Ministry of the Church
begins with 'G&ﬁh one* receiving graes from Christ (v. 7},

,:a‘aanﬁinuaa as aash saint 1s heing aquipyad for service (v. 12),

anﬂ anaa ‘with evsry mambar g&rt&oipabing in the ultimate pur~
| pesa of the ballﬁing of the ﬁady of Christ (veraa 16). Here )
18 tha:bﬂa&a Xaw Testament truth of the universal priesthood

of bellevers. = | o
W ~ Hence, the ﬁﬁrpase'af'tﬁé‘miniatry is for the ministers
‘to eQni§ the saints for tha'wgrk,af ministry so that all Chris-
ﬁians may participate in éha‘graai purpose of building up the |

o 30&3 of Christ.

- 1II. Goal of me ggmstry w 12_)__

In the prsv&oua verses we hava noted that christ gama

gifted mxniskers ke the Church fer the purpose of building the ;
Body of Sh:lst._~%hasa ministers are to equip all Christians

‘ fog‘tha‘we?k atgaiﬁisﬁfy,‘$é that éll bellievers may yartioiﬁate .v
‘1n this gr&at purpOQe of the ministry of the Church. But how "
long does ths prﬁviﬁien af the gifte& ministers continue to be
made in the church? 4nd how long should the ministry go on?
What is the gaal at whiah thay should strive to arrive? Versa
13 gives the answer: 'until we all attain to the unity of the
falth and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature man-
hood, to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ,®

A Textual Problem (4:13): G, Clement of Alexandria and
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'Luaifer amw ﬂw mou from the text and their verse waum
read, *. . . ‘bhe unity of the faith and the kﬂmwleaga of
God . . .* But the witness of these authorities 1s too s:mxs,- f
&@? w mn&t the. wurds from the mxt. ’
. After. g;w amd.y of the first alanw ,usxﬂ Ka ravﬁa-m/aw :
e e L TOU &iou , we shall take up the mlati@n between the
thma ;‘ls phmsas ot‘ this verse.,
- &,&{‘ oL ToO' viod rou 9863'

/azxpt suggaat the langth of tima during ‘whioh the

';sgifts 3;:0%;@:1 of and the wmaqu@nt ssrvmes am to continue in

‘the chmiz ‘?he» faot that ,usxpt. ig wwhmzt a.v and is mlloma
by a &ub;umtim (lca.rwrlyral/m} mams to show mat the event |
~ of the unity s not uncertatn, 20 but 18 expeoted to take plam |
in the future. It 1s mot a hypothetical possibility. |

ol mvrfs do not mean all men everywhere., "The de-
mmw artiala gathers all the part&eulara m;d_ar one view. w2l
m this acmtem; mul is apeakmg about "the saints" (4:12).
certamly he refsra to banamm in tomnty mthar than all
pwp;la avarywham. 22

The verb Kamvnw is umd nine times in Aocts ( M., |

16 t1, 3.8 19, 20:15, ebc ) 8nd esch time it 18 used in the aama
of 'oqma to® or ”arrim at" a agrtam place of dwt&m'cion.

 The preposition £/5 points to the place of destination. mf.hw

 than the p&saaga bafam us (mah. s 13), Paul uses this verd

20. ﬁbhmt Op. Git., p.120.

21. Robinson op. cit., pp. 182, 183,
22. of. Abbe%t"a"‘n, P 120, Salmond, p. 332.
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 'three times in nis ‘epistles: "the word of God" came to cortn-
i ﬁhiﬁﬁﬁ (I Gat. lb 36), eomigg af ”ﬁha anﬁ of the worlde (x Cor.
'19 111); &nﬁ<Paal*s ﬁaaira to attak& to ‘tha reaurreatimn from
bh@ d@&é* {Phil, 3 ll) In.&&ah.aaﬂa the‘Varb is used with.tls
- which intreéuae& the éastinﬁtian. |
. In Ephesiana 411 ‘the goal of the ministry is intro-
ik '&u3$é by tha firss Sls “the unity of the faith and of the
" knnwl$dga of the san of ch. In 4:3 thefunity was spoken of
a8 being wrought by the Spirit in the Church, and at the same
time as being. maintained t;nrsugh the efforts of Christians,
Here in 4:13 1t 1s mentioned as the goal to be attained.
|  The f&at that there is a dafiniﬁa article before €m(-
varzus as wan aa before mWirrews, ‘and that both words are
expressing twa difrarent nnticnszs gshows that £n1yvﬁzrzws is
not epexagetiaal ef ﬂerTuJS They aga eq&ally.rﬁlatmd tok
£v5‘r7ra e
The point of the ol&usa 15 not any unity betwaen
faith and knowledge themselves, to the effect,
e.g., of rising from the former to the latter as
8 higher Christian endowment, but 2 unity which
ghall make all the members of Chiist's body at
one in believing in Him and knowing E&m.zq
“The 3en of ﬁa&" is the cbjective genitive of both
raith anﬁ knowledge. This tztle here definitely refers to
christ, but 1s not used anywhare else in the Epistle. certaiam |
kly the spostle must have had sama reason;far using this 5ealg~

i nation.” In Pauline writ&ngs tha expraaaian, *Son of God," or

23, K,uist Qe Qlt-, P 80«
; 2h. s5.p.F. Salmond, The Epistle to the Ephesians, vol.
III of The Expositor's Greek Testament (Grand Rapids: wm. B.
Eerdmans ?u%. Go., 1§§ET, P. 332.
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“His san' ﬁaams to rafer to the transcendant rerson of christ B
in relatian to Ge& ‘the Father. For example, Gal&tians bl
'says "But whan tha tima had fulﬁy come, God sent farth his -
3@3, bcrn‘af wam&n ; « o¥ (First Advens) Galatiana 1:16 ﬁays
‘;f%*waa glaaaa& to raveal his SQn to me, in order that I might
}praaeh nim amang th& Gﬁntilaﬁ* (?aul‘a a@nvarsion reeaunted)

731 @hesaalaniaaa 1 lg,‘ﬂﬁnﬁ to w&it for his Son from heaven, .

o, .whmm'ka raiaaﬁmfr@m~tha¢ dead, Je&u& who delivers us from the

:'wratn to aama” {3aaana A&vant).f Amﬁ hﬁf@ in gphaaiana L. 13,
whea tha apaatla mentions th& ﬁbasat of f&ith and the kncwleﬁg@
‘in Whieh @ur unity will ultimﬁtaly ba raalized ha uses this

- ’ﬂasignatian which expresses tha transoanﬁant Person of the

Son 13 ralanien ta God the Fathar. A ;
| ‘Thus the alause /(SXPL S 1) 9&0 shows that B
the gifts ef the ministry will laat in the Qhurah and the con-
| :QQQﬁﬁnb aerv1ce should eantinﬂe until the Christians as a to-
“ 1 tality will attain the unity of the faith and of the knowleﬁge
of the Son of God. |
B. =/S __ PHRASES:

. There are at laast tbrae intarpratationg of tha rala~

;tian af these three £/S phrases.,

(1) The first 1nterpratatiea takes the thrae ELS .
phrases as cawgrﬁinated and equally related to the.varb-k1rﬁav—j
T‘fa-w,aev, making sach £l’s phrasa 6?‘ equal 1mprorténw. ‘rhﬁs L
mékaa the goal cf the ministry ﬁhs‘&ttainment unto three things:
| "the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of Qgod,*

‘*mature menhood," and "the measure of the stature of the fulness
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'"ﬁaf christ.~ Bu$ 1t éeas not saam that tha apostle 13 pvasantn
'V ing hera thyae gaals. Nh@aa threa are too elnaa&y rel&taﬁ to
be. takan as three s@parata gaala.~*« | |

(2) @%e seeanﬂ intarprat&tian 13 that the first €ts »
"phrase is disbinat from the last two ¢/s phrases. The first
; sfs zsmgs gxpresma the gfaal to be attaineci and the last t.tm'
, 5;5 phrasaa sxpraas th& reault or eanﬁaquance of the first z:s ’15

 §hr&sa. _in:ﬂthar words, aeaerding to this 1nterpretatian,

"5wnen‘tha chureh attaink “thg unity of the faith and th@ knmw»‘

" ~xsﬁge of tha Son of Goﬁ " 1t will have autbmatieally attainad

unto "the mature manhood, * ' and unto "the measure of the st&tare _
’af the san Qf Ged b ?his 1nter§retab1ﬁn str&ssea the unity
1dea of the first EIS phrase 1n‘a@eerdane$ with the context

- of the Epiatls. This 1nnerpretatiﬁn seems plauaible at first,

- but still it @ak@s the three éLS ghraaag as three éiff»r@nt ;
. things -- although 1t takes them very clossly related to each
kh,ethar that’ th@ attain@eﬁt of the first npeassarily b@ings about
the att&inmﬁnt of the other twe.[ ’

(3) The third 1ntarpretation 18 that the seeonﬁ £ls
: phraaa 13 in appesitisn to th@ fir&t 55 vhrase, anﬁ the third
phrase is in appqg;tian tc tha seaonﬁ phrase, each sueaesaiva~
B ly\expéunﬁingvtﬁe one before. This interpretation is marﬁ 1&
fkeaping’ﬁiih the‘ééoatlafa ldea, because it places tha greatest
 atrssa upon the main theme of bha unity 1dea as the goal.
By taking the third interpretation, we shall pr@&e@é_.
to a disocussion of the meanings of the last two £is phrases.
zl'vszoo. -fe')\z:ov 18 an apposition of the ahurdh_ﬁhmh -’
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~ has attained "the unity of the fas.th'aaa the knéwledé@ of "‘mg
| Son éf Gm&.‘ ﬁa mng as the uzxity is laaking in the chumh
k'it 18 asin mmature (imagery of infants in v. 1@ shows the
Vs.matm'zty end lack of the unity). But when the unity is at-
= taimd the Ghm*ah 18 eanm av&r« rs/\uov. The King James
"szim Wlat&s the Words, ®perfect men;" but in mmtmat
'uw W,mot- in the fallmrmg verse, the translation "mature
manood® aaf the Eavwed Standard Version seems to be better, |
| '.ma singular 4v$fa~ is used here 1nstesd of the plural. |
I% sﬁggasts that ‘the word refers to the Church as a whole m-.-"
| ;at«aa& of the méivmuals in t;h@ chumh (aae Abbott, p. ma,
Eabmaan, Pe 183, Banmm pp. 158-15?, et@.). It also suggests
' t&m tmit;y of tha Churah the main theme of me minlistry. |
. A question may be misea here: 1Is. mt the Church al-
| | ma&y aVSfd- now, having been mGaz’psrataa with Christ axxl b@-»
 ing called Eva Kawby dvOpumsv(2:15)? 1t is. Therefors,
: “tha main aatphasia here evi&@ntly lms ‘the adjective Tsh/»“o\)v, -
1mtaaﬁ of avSfa- When the chm:'ch attains unto "the umty of

" the faith and the knowledgs,* mm 1t can be called "mature

uwanhoed. ,

| The last €ls phrase /uzrfcv 7)(“(«45 rol ”f\‘[/’“’/‘l""’s Tod

%Xf/a'-rob’ 18 an apposition of the second £/ phrase. B
ﬁeoorﬁmg to Arndt apd Gingrmh, the word 7)5::(«« has

references to either af two t;hmge* namely, “age* or *beduy

‘ kataturs w25 I1ts meaning muat be aemmmad in relation to the
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i‘aentaxt iﬁ wnish 1t 1s found. The use of wynvoc in the £a110w~'
:'[ing ?arxa may suggest that 1t has reference to "age," but in
hb@ more mmdmt;e context af verse 13 the word /cerfm/ is uaaé. ~
iz:z éima&: mm&zm ta Q)\H(m_‘ It seems best to take the
‘worﬁ hara as naving refersnce to "stature® rather than rage®
»f{efe giagféa&sa Varaion,wﬁ 5 V., R.3.V., etc.).
| ToU n)w PW’MTDS Tob X f»ur'rau | - Beocause in 1:23
| the Church is called o m\qfw,m Tol Th mAVTA Ev nke-1v m\qu/uvov,
"'g&naan t;akas the phrase ToJ nAl/fw,aaros 700 Xftmo in 4:13 a8
‘r&farrins %e eh& ‘Church. And he takes the "measure of stature®
as a reference ta the aompleta aiza tﬁe Church 18 intended to
reach. He aays,"whis can imply that naw members are to be in-
".aoiperabad into the Body, 80 “the 2 becamss total.® n26 But
'tw@ ebasatiwna may be reised to thia 1nzarpretat1an.
| Pirst, the "maaaure of stature“ does not seem to have
;inany rafarenﬂa to quaﬂtztativa grﬂwth of the Churah. It is so
. evident that in this context the apostle is more 1ﬁmargstad’1n
'ﬁ&°f&ﬁhéfqﬁalita€xva éapeeé of the éhurah than the quantitative 88~
pect. In the same vsx*se he mentioned the "unity of the faith
anﬁ the knowladga of tha Son of &ad * and the ”mﬁture manhacé.
Amd in the fallawing verse he says *50 that we may no 1ong@r
ho children, tossed So and tra and carried about with every
\,winﬂ of dootrine . . . ." Cartaiuiy the language amplayea in
§hs context speaks of quality réthg? than quantity of the .
~ Church. EEEIE '

26. panson, 0p. oit., p.' 160.




e mmm, the phraaa Toa wx\qfw,caros Tou Xptmu does
b n@t aa&m to maan “thﬁ Church® hera.{ It saama more natural to

;%ake th@ ghras@ as *tha fulnass that balonga to Chriat, the .
: 27

fff:f&am;of ths Quélitie$ which m&ke Him uhat He 1s.%"" fhis cer-

‘ﬁ; atr1v@ ﬁa atﬁain., Just aa th& abaeét of faith ana mf known

R ;leége ia *th& Sen.af @o&.‘ th@ geal of the Churah 18 to reach

"Z;the ma&sure of statura af the f&lnaas that balongs te christ. -

%w_ﬂhan @he Ghureh att&ins this, it aan be said that the Church

7  has &rrived at ‘mature manheod " anﬁ tthe unity of th@ faith '

~*fliaﬁa the knnwlﬁage of ‘the SGn of ﬁad * for in the fulness ef

'/christ there is perfect unity and. harmany. | |
A qusat&an is raised as to whan the church will attain
this goal. Some hava}heliQVQdﬁthat ‘the goal will be realized

in the present life'(e,g.,:cﬁryscstéa, Jaréma, ete,), and

‘  athers have balievaé that it rsfars te tha future (e.g., Theea o

dsrat). Eut ths taxt saya nsthing about the time. Xt simply;;"
H f1w§11as that as long as Chriat 9raviﬁas the gifted ministern
A:;the Church 18 to strive to attain the goal Will it be the
": present or futnre? It seems that as 1ong as the Ghureh is
‘ 5upcn tﬁavearhh, it aqniinually réquirgs tha'ministry. On the
' other hand, 1% can be questian@dg why should the ehurnx'strivé\ 
' to attain the goal, 1f it can never be reached in ﬁh& present?
K Abbett nieely comments: - | | | o |

It weuld probably be an arrar to suppose that
“the ay&stle maant definitals aithsr one or the

| 27. salmcnd, op. ait., Pe 333.
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“other. ﬁa apsaxa ef an 1deal which may be
- approximated to. But though it may not be
‘perfectly attainable it must be aimed at,
and this supposes that 1ts attainment is nct
%o b@ reyrssanted as impasﬁibl&.zs
kaanalusiaﬂ.k SR ;
- The ministry ef tha Churah in Ephesiaas b 11-13 oan
fba aummaﬁ up aa follows: Ghrxst pravida& the gifted ainiatara
: ta th@ Ghﬁxeh f@r tha ﬁurpaga of ‘buillding up the Body of Chwiat.
;“}?hay ara Yo equig all the christlans for the work of ministry,
kﬁﬂ'%hﬁﬁuﬁli in turn may participate in this graat ministry
with ministers. This ministry is to continue until the Church
‘attains the gosl of "the unity of the faith and of the knowledge
‘of the 3on of God," which 18 to say, until the Church attains
vunta'?wétura manhood, " unto *ﬁn@rmaauura of the stature of the

© fulness that belongs to Christ.®

28. Abbots, op. oit., p. 121.



L :n yﬁrt One the atuﬂs of %h& daatinatian of the Epis-
 tle ami zm sway of zhe mm zmd.qr;a ‘provided the conslusion
 that the Eg}hasian Letter was dealing with the one universal

ﬂ§ ehnrah, ,&n@ u&th that cannlusi@n, wa proaee&aﬁ on to the study

 1£(?&rt @we. “I@pertant Asgaats af tha Church in the Epistls,
knawing that whatevar truths th@ ata&y m&gnt bring out, they

Q&ra uniweraally ‘true for all christian commun&tiss past, pres-’f

i aa§ and. fa%&re | RS |

s 'ﬁm apimre of the chumh 13 sv rots znoupawms , a

',’phxuaa uhieh ig peculiar to &?hesians anﬂ cannot be founﬁ any~

”w&ar& elaa in tha Bible. Five usagas of the phrasa in various

o eanh&xts previﬁg ela@s to show that the ynraas has r@feraaaa

1,ta a 3§iritaal and 1nvisib1$ sph@re whera chrisb is anmhronad
 ‘aver all the powers of the universe. There the Church by God's
1l graoce is%hlaaaaﬁ”with aéa:y spiritual bleéﬁing in Christ.

There "the prinoipalities and powers® are learning "the mani-
k fa1ﬁ‘w§§&awvaf God" through the myatery of the Church, and all
'ﬂhe avxl apir&tu&l foes are waging warfare against the churah.
N - Pour imagea descriptive of tba church are: Body, Bniiéu; |

' ing, Bride, anﬁ‘a cem&unity of Slaves. Each image shows th$'
| ‘iﬁsaparab1§~rﬁlatiomsth of thefchurah to Christ, cnristleanw'
not be Christ ap&tﬁ from the Church, &and tha‘ahurch saﬁnat‘ba
.,-ths Church apart from Christ. Christ fulfills His Christhood
through the Church as thé Head through the Body, as the Corner-
8tone through the Building, as the Bridegroom through His aride,‘



e Cas-
‘ .‘anﬁ as ths xastar through His alavea.'k@ha‘lifakcf'the Church
~,aampletaly &apanﬁa on. 3hrist for in ﬁim, by Him, and for Him
aha was eraatad,~graﬁs and has har being. ‘The central theme

‘fyaammﬁnAte all ﬁhaae images is ths un&ty ef the Church with
, “Ghriat, anﬁ ha# ﬁubject&en ta Him*:
In a&s akﬁning work christ nﬁt anly made peace batwaen

’ !&ed and man, but also between the Jew and the Gantile. once a_'
~ kgraat wall of hostility existed batwean the two groups ut
Christ maéa paaae by aholishing 1t once for all on the cross.
 Now in tha Church, they sra 0@~ha1rs, members of the;sam&
L boay, and aonahararﬁ af tha Hessiania Pramiae. This is the
| *mystery* uhieh was once hidden 1n,Ge& but is now revaaled
through the 5p1r&t. ~Thus the aharah ia not anly vertiaally
  °nnita& with lhrist, but uithin 1t all bellevers are united te~ ‘
“ﬁ,j gether horizentally.~ A ; '
. The churah now enjeya the bls&sings of the unity. But
k%priV1lega is alwaysfac@ompania& by responsiblility. A very. 1&«,
: -parhanz anﬂ urgen& 1n3unation 13 given to the Church to “m&in—
ktﬁin the uniﬁy af ﬁhe Spirit' by making every effert.« Living
 in the world, the Chmsman mm: put off the old man and put
‘an the new man. Unity in domaatie llfe 18 preserved when ea@h  E
‘ 1nﬁ1vi&ual assumes his ﬂhristian\reSponsibillty in ralatien to
others. %he»unity ef the apirit is maintalined 1n the heavenly
kSphara when tha ahrisﬁian faaes his spir&tual foe wearing Gad*s
armor. , .
Ghriat gave to the ehurch men with divaraa gifts. ‘These

sifte& man are te equip ths saints for the work of ministry so
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that all believera &ay partieipat@ in the building af the Eeéy
of . ehriaﬁ. The ministry i8 to continue until the Chmreh ag-
bains *tha unity of the faith and the knawleﬁge ef the Son of

'»~Gaﬁ:* whieh is to say, until tha churoh attains "mature man-

,\ihaad“ ar *the maasura,af cne stature of the fulness that bsl&nga
 Vte Chriat.

L Hanﬁa, to sum up this atuﬁy. 1t 18 alaar that the theme ;
‘faf the E?heaian‘nettar 18 the unity of the church, namely, the

ffunity of the churah with christ th& unity within the churoh
bstwaan‘Jew an& aentile; and this'nmity,‘breught 1n$ofr3a112&~
'tian by tha SPirit ia to be maintained 1n the Church through
yraetical living, and thraugh ministry until all may attain tha
‘unity of the f&ithf,‘
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