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To My Mother and Father 

Whose lives have been to me 

~ inspiratio~ to seek the 

true and the beautiful in life. 
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"!rhe only ,.crown I ask, <lear Lorcl, to w~ar 

Is this - that I may help a little chilcl. 

I do not ask that I should ever stand 

~ong the wise , the wonhy or the great; 

I only ask that softly, hand in 1lancl 

A chilcl and I may enter at Thy gate." 

J4a.be1. Fem..er, "Jly Crown" 



A SEIE~ ION OF STORIES FOR THE PRIMARY CHILD 

WHICH OBEATE TEE D:ESIHED ATTITUDE TOWABD GOD 

IN!RODUai!ION 

A. Statement Of the Problem 

The prima.ry concern of this study is to make e. selection of 

stort~s tor the Pr~ry Chil41 which create the desired attitude to

~~ God.. The sel~ction will be mad~ ~ acc9rdance with scieQtific 

criteria set up after e. study of the nature and needs of the pr~y 

child has lJt:len made in relation to his attitude toward God. George 

Herbert Betts has said: 

ltFrom the earliest times of Which we have any record, on down 
t~o1'8h tht:l centurieaJ,, religion, however varied its fo+ms, 
has ha4 one constant urge at its center, the search for God. 
And, in4ee4, thrql1 all those ages when religion has been at 
1 ts best, men have been concerned not for the promotion of 
institutions of religion but in the finding of God.•2 

R~ity needs God; child:Qood nee4a God - the One in whom Jesus be--. 

lieved as Father, as Frienci, alii Companion, the ~u,sence of the soul's 

"'fis weakne!ls in strength that I cry forJ 
J,f.y flesh, that I seek in the God-head.."3 

!!!he c:Pild mind is the plot for the planting of aee<ls that 

befl.r fr~t for the tutur~. So Kather ixle Csther spe8lts of it: 

• • • • • • 

1. In the use Of the term "Primary Chilc!l th~ writer refers to that 
period of development sanetimes called mid,dle child.hood, covering 
t~ ~es six to eight. 

a. George Herbert Betts: Teaching .Religion Today, P• 29. 
3. ~ranklin B. Sl:l~er: A. Book of ll;nslish Literature, Broy,ning's 

":Saul" , P• 6~3 ~ · 
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"lt is a f~r~ile field, plowed harrowed and rea.dy for the 
seed of the sower; the seed will germinate as does that 
scattered 1u1r1c~ loam soil where every condition is 
propitious." 

A consciousness of God needs to be awakened in the child while he is 

r~a.ohillg out to secure it. It is of utmost importauce that this seed 

be planted now. Facing this reality, religiot~,s educators are seeking 

the most effective and satisfactory materials and method Of presenta-

tion for the training of their pupils in their search for God. There

tore, it is the hope of the writer that this study will be of so.me 

valt~,e to rel~ious educators in their selection of stories for the 

primary child Whi~h create the d~sired attitude toward God. 

B. lihttablishment of the Nee(i 

1. The Value of the Story in the Christian Education of the Primary 

Child. 

We need only to look into the annals of history to realize 

t~e part tha. t the stoq has played in the religious lif~ of mankind. 

Long betore there was a written language or even word pictures, the 

story 'Was doing its work in e(lucating the people end teaching them the 

great lessons of life. Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Confucius, and the 

greatest teacher of all, Jesus Christ, used the story freely as a means 

by Which to guide the lives of their pupils into •the WSl, the truth 

and the 11fe.n2 

What is this gift from God, this instrument of the mind that 

• • • • • • 

1. Katherine D. Cather: Religious Education Through Story Telling, 
P•. 5l. 

2. Of. Cather: Op. cit., pp. 12-14. 



toucbes the deep wells of the soul, inspires ~to his weakness, to 

11 ve more glorio\lsly end die more nobly because he has 1 earned the 

great lesson of lifet I~ is the story. Margaret Eggleston calls it: 

"a work of art, a. great life message that pa.13ses from one soul 
to ~other. It steals as quietly as a. canoe into the hidden 
port~ where nought else can go; it is as soothing as a. song 
sometimes and at others it acts like a. two edged sword. It is 
quickly givtn, but it lasts in the life through eternity. n 
ha.s the power to bles~ and the PQWer to curse.•l 

The story is the language of childhood and it is universal 

in its a.pPfa.l. The love for it is one of the oldest instincts of 

~nature. Every teacher of religion is familiar with the cry, 

"Teacher, won't you tell us a. story·" The writer in wol"lting with 

children in the heart of "Hell's Kitchen," New York City, found the 
-

story to be the magic word, the healing balm in the midst of wriggling, 

yelping bits of humanity Whose philosophy of life is anything but ideal. 

Yet as William J. May says~ 

"The demand for a. story, the inbred love of a story is good 
motbe~ nature's endeavor to persuade us to teach in the 
easiest way and most efteotive w.ay, We do well to remember 
that it is a.l?&ys om' highest Wi!3dom to work in harmoA! with 
~ture end it is vain to attempt to work against her." 

We rray well ask the question of Edward st. J ol:m; "The child's thirst 
- ~-

tor stories - has it no signifipa.noe and does it not ~y a responsi-

bility upon us'!"3 

2. Tbe Vital Importance in the Life of the Prilnary Child of a Correct 

Attitude toward God. 

Of vital im,portanoe is the idea. of God given to the young 

• • • • • • 

l. Margaret Eggleston: The Use of the Story in Religious Education, p.l&. 
2. William J. ~y: Bible Stories and How to Tell Them, p. 11. 
3. l!Jdward St. J ol:m: Stories and Story Telling, Front fly leaf. 



through the teaching of religion. Childhood is the time when basic 

patterns are _being foi'Jiled, the lf:)avening forqes of lite are being 

moulded. M.isoonoeptions of God, given in childhood, have been the 

basis of much misunderstanding, deep ago~, and bitterness. 

Plf:lr Loti had been taught when he was a l>oy that God would 

answ~r all his prayer if he prayed believing. He went out into the 

yarcl. one day and threw stones at God, who had spoiled his day for a 

picnic by allowing it to rain.1 H. G. Wells speaks with bitterness of 

the understanding of God that was given to him as a child. He says: 

"He and his hell were the nightmarf:l of my childhood. • • • 
l thought of him as a fantastic monster perpetually waiting 
to oondetm. and to strike me dead • • tt2 

Years were required to correct these false i~ressions of God Which 

had been given by well meaning ~structors of religion. Many are the 

children Who thiQk of God as they do Santa Cla\ls, the fairies, elves, 

or other fantastic beings. Dr. G. stanleY Hall made a studf among 

Boston children wbo had. 1;he following ideas of God: 

"God is a big, perhaps, blue man, very often seen in the 8lcy 
pr in the cloud.111, in the church or even ~ the street. He · 
comes in over the gf:i,te. He li veQ in a }lig pa~ace, or a big 
brick or stone house in the slty. He lights the stars Qo he 
can see to go on the sidewa~s or into the church~ Birds, 
children, Santa Olaua, live with him mol1t•"5 

.. 
Some grave mistake has been made when children have these 

attituc1es towa.rcl God. The child's religion like that of the adUlt must 

have God at its center if it is to t~e hold on life. This God must 

not be one that palls torth the hate, anger, fear, mistrust, and is 

. . . ~ . . 
1. Of. George Herbert Betts: Teaching Religion Today, P• 199. 
2. lbid., p. 199. 
3. Dorothy Wilson: Child Psychology and Religious Education, P• 29. 
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only a fairy that lives ill the slcy, but this God must be God the 

Loving Father, 'W:lo expects obedience from His children; God as the 

:J.tJ.vit~g Friend end Helper, Who is ever near and not alv,ays seated 

on a great white throne up in the slq; God Who 1U1derstands and en

ters into .the expc:triences of His children, their joys and their soz

r()'fla; God Viho is Ore at or of all, a God of love. 

What to teach about God is the moat i~JlPOrtant and difficult 

qu~stion oo11fronting teachers of reHgion. It is the question OJ1 Wllic~ 

all others rest. 

o. Pl~ ~d Method of Procedure. 

In the first chapter of this stud¥ will be presented a foun

dational ,.tudy of the priJna,ry child in relation to his attitude toward 

God centered ar~d his p~sical, intel1ectual, volitional, emotional, 

soc:J.al and B,piritual cha.r~tefist:J.os and needs. ~hese characteristics 

aJ:Ld nee4s will be deter.mined in accordance with the findtQgs of recog

nized masters in the field of Pr~ Child Study. ~he chapter will 

conclude With a brief atmlliery of the nature end need of the prima.l7' 

child in relation to his attitude toward God. 

~he second chapter Will be concerned with the setting up of 

criteria of the selection of stories for the primary child, Whic~ ore

ate the desire4 attitude toward. God, based on first, content of the 

stories in relation to the nature and need of the priJDSry child as re

vealed it1 chapter one; second, the literary technique of stories in 

relation to the nature and needs of the primary child aa revealed in 

chapter o11e of this study. The chapter will conclude With a brief 

analytical summary of the criteria. 
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!he third chapter will present the results of the applica

tiQn of the criteria set up to the six stories used most by religious 

educators which attempt to create desired attitudes toward God. 

The fourth chapter will include a selection of stories for 

the pr~ child Which create the desired attitude toward God. This 

selection will be made in accordance with the criteria set up in 

chapter two. 

In conclusion there will be a summary of the major findings 

of value as discovered in the foregoing chapters. 



A STUDY OF THE NATURE AND IiEEDS OF THE PRIMARY CHILD 

IN BELATION TO HIS ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD. 



"Behold the Child among his new-born bliss~s, 
,~ six year's darling of a p~ sizel 
See, where_mid work of his own hand lle lies, 
Fretted by sallies of his Mother's kisses, 
With light upon him from h~s fat{ler•s ey~s: 
~ee, at his teet, some little p1an or chart, 
Some fragme.n~ fro.m his dream of h~ life, 
Shaped by himself with newly learned a~.-" 

.. 

-~Wordsworth, *'Intin81iious ot 
Imnortality." 



~ERI. 

A ~tmf 01!' THE NATORE AND NEEDS OF THE PRIMARY CHILD 

IN BEU.TION TO HIS ,ATTITUDE TOWAf(D GOD. 

A. Introduatio~ 

Religious educators as never before regard the careful in ... 

vest igat ion of the natur~ and needs of childhood as of supreme impor

tance in atteJDpting to teach religion most profitably. The learner is 

the factor for whom both materials end methods exist, the at.andard of 

evaluatio~. 1 The writer will not attempt to make a com.plete study of 

the nature and ~eeds of the primary child in this chapter, as that 

wou~d be tmpossible. Therefore, only those characteristics and needs 

Which are asaociated with the child's attitude toward God will be con

sidered. 

However, it is well to rEI!1ember that there is no type or 

pattel'1,1 to which all children of a given ag~ conform, but ordinarily 

-.,:g be expe~ted to reveal i~ varying degrees of clea.ruesa the traits 

that are characteristic of the period through which they are passing. 

When spc:takiug of the characteristics of a given period it is not to be 

conc1~ded that they have sprung full fledged into beiQg with the pass"" 

iDg of a birthday, but that they are in evidence during that time and 

exhibit themselves in certain definite ways. 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. A1berta :Munkres: Primaq Method i~ the Church School, P• 15. 

- 9-
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The resUlts. of accepted a.uthoritieal in the field of Pri.Jna.I7 

Child Study have been. carefully considered. When it was found that 
. . . 

certain characteristics and needs Wt3re agree~ upon by four or more 

authorities that characteristic and need was included in the study. 

B. The Nature and Need~ of the Primary Child. 

1. The PhJsioa.l Cha.raoterist ics and Needs of the PrimaQ" Child. 

The period of middle childhood is one Of decided activity 

and growth. This is as it should be, It is only natural that the 

child should b~ ever on the move - a "wiggl?' bit of h\ttQSllity. He is 

coming into a new world and that is his way of showing it. His senses 

are wide awake, keyed for the expe:rienoes of his new world. He wants 

to touch, to taste, to smell, and to hear. He needs the careful gui-

danoe ot parent or friend who rt:talizes that this activity must have ex-

pression, this growing body must have exercise, not merely for the sake 

of developin,g ~scular strength but for the purpose of helping the child 
.~ 2 

to develop character through physical activity. The active child en-

ooura.ters new situations; be must adjust himself to t;hese new situations 

and in so doing he ~~ growing in every phase of his being. 3 

• • • • • • 

1. A<\8. Hart Arli tt: PsJChology of Intanoy and Childhood. 
Nao~i Norsworthy and Theodora Whitle,J: The Psychology of Child
hood.. 
x. Y. O'Shea: The Child: IJ:is .. Nature and His Needs. 
Bugl'l ~rtshorne: OhildhoQ(l and Character. 
Dorothy Wilsons Child Psychology and Religious Bducation. 
!41th 11. Jlumford: The Dawn of Character in the Kind of the Child. 
Albert~ M:unltres: Primacy Method in the Church School. 
lUizabetl'l Harrison:. A Study 9f Child Nature. 
~uther Weigle: The Train~ of Ohildren.in the Christi~ Family. 
J'elson A· Craw~ord and Karl Menninger: The HealthY Minded Child. 

2. Cf. M~e~: op. cit., p, 16. 
3.. Of. :John Morgan: Child Psychology, P• 9&. 
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A strOI\g body is .not an end ill itself but rather an in&tl'\1-

~- :for ~he attaillDlent o:f all life's goods, and a means toward the 
"' 

realization o:f ita higher values. With good healtll coJD8a ef:ficie.ncy. 

He who would serve God or his fellow men i:u a way that ia pleasil:lg 

owes it to God as well as his fellow men to brhlg to that service use

ful powers, sanity a.:ud stre:ugth. !hose who are mspo:usible :for the 

care O:f chil4re:U IBUSt realize this and help thezn. to Co_me into their 

rightful heritage. Satis:factio:u must be given to their :uatural de-

aires, to eat, to play, to sleep, to live ~ the open, :for these are 

the elemental lUleda of a healthy swowi:ug bod7. T~s, it r.ray be seen 

that a strong body in the :full vigor o:f health is a moral safeguard as 

1 
well as p~ical resource. 

2. The Intellectual Characteristics and Needs of the Primary Child. 

The primat'l child has come into a new world. His ~eri-

eucts are broa4ening and his i.ntellectua.l life is passing through a 

period of transition ill attempting to make adjustments to these :uew 

sitq.a:U()ns. His aenses are kee.n; his power o:f imagi:ua.tion is vivid; 

he still lives il1 a world o:f im.agillation which begins to :fade as he 

becomes an older pri..mary. No longer do brief hurried explanations 

satisfy. He is keen to find out the "'Where," the "'hC>lf' and the "W~ 
' -

o:f things. He often stumbles and sometiJD8s falls, with the desire, in 

his ea.gernes~, to discover all of life's confrQ1\tin,g problems.2 This 

vivid power of imagination enables him to place himself in the way of 

• • • • • • 

1. Ct. Luther Weigle: The Traini:ug of Children in the Christian 
Family, PP• _50, 51. 

2e Ct • Nelson A. Orawtord and Karl :Menninger: The Healthy Minded 
Child, P• 163. 
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sit~tions as they are presented to him. lie sees life in everything 

abo~t him, which makes it easy to interpret his surroundings in the 

light of religio~s experience. Ria imagination must be given play, 

yet guiQ.ed. His questions must be answered in a way which will lead 

to fprther questioning anQ. curiosity. These very facts are instruments 

in the hands of those teaching religion.l 

This vivid imagination, this seeking for the unknown, this 

growing intellectual power, are they not of vital importance to the 

religious educator in presenting to the child the great truth of life, 

. the knowledge of God in its truest form"i' 

3. Volitional Characteristics and Needs of the Primary Child. 

Volition, or the experience of the will, that force which 

controls the actions of the individual in response to the environment 

'Which plays upon him, is perhaps the most tardy aspect of the person~ 

ality,2 

The primary child is just entering into the realiz~tion that 

he has such a power within him as volitional control and it only "be

comes strong as his conscience becomes enl~htened and edueated."3 
. 

Emerson says, "unless a man has a Will with:l.u him you can tie 
~ 

!he volitional power like ever'3 mu.scle, organ, or 
,, 

t~culty of the body becomes strong by be~ judiciously exercised. 

• • • • •• 
1, Of. Munkres: op. cit., P• 18. 
2. ct. The Winston Simplified Dictionary, p. 1118. 
3. Elizabet~ Rarrison: A Study. of Child Nature, p. 137. 



-13-

"The mere habit of doing right is somethillg; with children 
1~ is mP.()h, but the will that safegua.rds in 'l;be hour of 
te~tation does not begi! to grow ~til definite choice is 
made by the individual ... 

. , 

The primary child, as be looks out upon his ·new and widened 

world with his increased physical and tntelle9tual world, finds that he 

must make definite choices and right choices in accord with certain 

standards, if be is to maKe a satisfactory place for himself in this 

world of new experiences. A true standard by which he can measure his 

choices must be set for him With the o~portunities to exercise his will 

in the right direction.2 

The primacy child must be taught the necessity of this self 

mastery and the iJDportance of its development as he tries his wings on 

this initial fl~ht of developing manhood or womanhood. He bas not 

long lived i~ a world in which be has ha~ a place all his o~ so he 

will willingly rt~spond to friendlY: guidance and counsel. 

••Dear Mother use your best and your most watchfp.l care, 
Jlh~ first he listens to some stranger Who is there; 
;Life's trp.est voice bas struck upon his eai; 
A new life stage begins, but do not fear.•• 

The new life stage is the daw.niug in the child's mind that he liv~s 

not in life alone. 

4. Emotional Characteristics and Needs of the Primary Child. 

Homer, in his day, realised the part played by emotion in the 

d,eve1opment of the individual. We find him saying in one of his dis-

courses: 

• • • • • • 

1. Harrison, op. cit., p. 139. 
2. Of. Mumford: op. cit., P• 114. 
3. Ibid., P• 143. 
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"During ea+liest childhood, the soul of the nursling should 
"Qe made cheerful and kind by keeping away from him sorrow and 
fear and pain, by !oothing him with sound of the pipe and 
rll1thmical music •" 

h 

The mistake is often made of attemptiDg to educate the child's intel-

lact rather than the emotions - the powerful factors Which give life 

its coloring of light or darkness. 

The primary child, as he comes into a new world of his own, 

finds deep stirrings within his being - fear, rev~rence, mystery, awe, 

filial relationships and gratitude, love, anger, Which may be in. the 

final analysis classified under the three major headings of fear, 

anger, lo~. 2 

NQrswortl1y and Whitley say: 

"Children's emotions are intense, but they may be more short
lived than the adults. They need to be controllei but not 
eliminated; they are a precious asset for motivation, for 
calling out· energy and as such sholtld be persevered and culti
vated. The need is to raise them to intellectual and spirit
ual levels from the physical and material levels at which they 
first appear .n3 

The child needs emotional stability and balance. The educa

tion of the heart must advance along with that of the head, if well 

balanced characters are to be developed. These inward stirrings must 

find expression in the outward if they would have a completeness. This 

is especially true of any ten,der emotion, Which 'tiD.Used soon degenerates 

into J!18re aentimentality, becoming satisfied with itself "as a delight

ful sensation or worse still shrivels up into skepticism or cynical 

doubt as to the reality of genuine emotion.~4 

. ~ . . .. 
1. Harriso:n: op. cit. 
2, Ct •. A4a Hart Arlitt: Psy?hology of Infancy and Earl.~ Childhood, 

p. 119 •. 
3. N. Norsworthy and T. Whitley: The Psychology of Childhood, P• 91. 
4. 'Harrison: op. cit., p. eo 
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"Seek to shape outwardly 
.Wllatever moves the heart of the child 
~ecause evel:l- the child's l~e can decay 
If not nourished prope+lY.~ 

5. ~ooial Characteristics and Need.s of the Primary Child. 

The primarY child, as we have seen, has come into a new 

world - a world that is not bounded by the four walls of his home or 

his front yard with his awn tamily circle ~ but a world in Which he 

finds new people and places. He has reached the school age of six 

and he finds himself enrolled by the census amo~ the school popula-

tion. He is henceforth of special interest to a Jlew group of state 

officials embodied in the teachers, the principal, the school nurse 

and the janitor. Too, he finds himself associating With ma.Jly more 

children than ever betore. 

This involves group action and the individual must a4just 

himself in this gr.oup action. Clocks and bella assUJI18 a ll.ew signifi

cance. .Attention a.Jld et:fort are calle.d on in une:xpected ways. Disci

pline we call it.2 

This venturing out into a new world With its new experiences 

is as it should be. The gregarious ins'!;inct is strong in human n.atw:e. 

Th,e child ~t have companions of his own age that he may develop his 

individuality through cooperation with others. Th,e only child or the 

l:oAflY in a f~ily Who grows to the age ot eight or nine with no play~ 

mates of his own age loses much that is difficult to make up later.3 

• • • • • • 

1. Harrison; op. cit., P• 79 
2. Of. T. Whitley: .A Study Of the Primary Child, P• 111. 
3. Ct. Wor~orthy and Whitley: op. cit., P• ~2. 
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These early im.pacts of the outside world are determining 

forces in the developmen~ of every human being. The social experi-

e~es of the adolescent are of ~usual significance but the tY,pical 

reactions during childhood are only the forerunners of adolescent be~ 

haviQr. Lessons in the art of living together can. be better learned 

at this early period than at any subsequent time. This living together 

involves con~act with continually growing circles of human beings of 

PJallY and varied experiences and one of the first things chilctre11 have 

to le~ is how to ad~ust themselves outside the she1ter of their own 

homes. 

The primry child is a born iulitator. He not only vents to 

do what other people do, but he wants to be like unto the one he is 

imitat~· This is the time to capture and mot~vate his imitative 

ability in teaching him the great t~ths of life by alloWing him to 

iupersonate characters Whose lives are God lived. 1 

This, too, is the time to awaken their need$ to others and 

cultivate that inner urge for service; that altruis~ which is such a 

leavening force as he grows older. Therefore, suitable examples of 

kindness, unselfishness, generositY, promptness, diligence, as shom 

in the lives of people about him, should be provided for this plastic 

bit of clay - the primary child.2 

6. Spiritual Characteristics and Needs of the Primary Child. 

The pri.Jna.ry child has become conscious of greater freedom 

1. Ct. Whitley: 
2. Ct. ~unkres: 

• • • • • • 

op. cit., p. 117. 
cp. cit., p. 19. 
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and ppw~r. Each day he has new im,pulses tP do and dare and he uses 

his freedom and power as these new situations come before him. Life 

untol~s and develops before htm and in him. He has spiritual ne~s 

decidedly rea1. 1 The religion of childhood is not the same as the 

ad•lt's but it is none the less real. His nature is essentially 

religious. He has ncoJne from God Who i~ his home."2 The task of the 
" 

religious educator is greatly si~lified because of this. 

The child needs God and to his natural qaestions of "whQ," 

nwJJere," and "hOW" God may be presented as the answer. The child is 
0< 

keenly alive to the world about him - the birds, the flowers, the sun, 

the rain, even man himself. These tell the story of God's Qreation. 

The child should be led to see God as the Creator of all, and to know 

that he is the LoviQg Father of all creation.3 

As the child sees everywhere about him evidences of God•s 

handiwork, the consciousness of God is deepened, the disposition to 

obey and show ·his love are developed, his spiritual life is quick.ened.4 

When this God~consciousness is present there comes a desire to show 

some reco~ition of it in daily life. God becomes the motivating 

power of life and the child is moved to worship Htm - to commune with 

Him. Worship is necessary tor the child's religious development and he 
. . . 

should be given opportunity to worship. God is very near and real to 

ohildren and it is natural for the~ to talk to Him as theJ would an 

earthly p~ent. Pra~r should never be urged upon the child but should 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Marion Thomas: The Primary Work and the \'lorker, p. 60. 
a. word&JWOrtll: "~ntimations of Immortality." 
3. Qt. Munkres: ~OP• cit., P• 20, 
4. Of. Thomas: op. cit., p. 53. 
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~o~ as a natural and joYful response expressi~ praise and thanks-

giving, co~taining petitions for spirit~al qualities of kindness, love 

and helpfulness. 1 

The primary Qhild cannot as. yet tuld.erstand Jesus as a per

sonal Saviour, but he can think of Him as. God's Son and helper, the 

Friend of Childhood Who is unsurpassed in goodness and kindness, ii·ho 

will be a colJ!>anion to him in his daily life. This understanding will 

oo~ more cle~lf as he is nurtured by God-fearing friends and teachers. 

He will see Jesus Oh:r:-ist as a revelation of God Himself. He Who has 

seen and felt God in childhood will not likely 1ose sight of Him as he 

grows older. Men Who have tasted the dregs of sin, Who have walked the t---~ 

higmvaf of crime, have been regenerated through some happening that 

stirred in them a dormant God-consciollsness and bearing toward right-

eousness which was established in childhood. We can say with Phillips 

Brooks; 

"Who ~alps a child helps humanity with a distinctnf/tss, with 
~ immediateness which no other help given to ~ creatures 
in any otl:ter stage of this human life c~ possibly give again."2 

The Needs of the Primary Child in Relation to 
~is 4ttitude toward. God. 

1. Phys ioa.l 
a. Satisfaction of natural desires in relation to physical need8. 
b. ~ction and frequent change in activity. 
O• S~pa.thet ic and careful guid.ance on the part of parents and 

~eaqhers. 

• • • • ••• 

1. Cf. Munkres: op. cit., P• 20. 
2. Ibid., P• 20. 
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2. Intellectual 
a. Intellectual stimulation and broadening of lmoWledge in 

!),ErW experi~ce~:~ and situations~ 
b. Clear intelligent answers to questions and problems. 

3. Volitional 
~· A sense of the need of inner control. 
b. A s1;andard bJ Which he ma.J ma.lte right choices. 
o. An opportunitJ to exercis~ his will in making right choices. 

4. Emotional 
a. Emotional stabilitJ and control. 
b. Qpportun~tJ for expression of eXOO,tional stirrings. 
o. Elimination of undesirable emotions. 

6. Socia.l 
a. Guided group experiences. 
b. Social discipline or adjustment. 
c. Altru~stic appeal. 
d. Presentation of the bea~ in all relationships~ 

6. Spiritual 
a. Becognition of God as a vital factor in child lite. 
b. Qonatructive instruction concerning God. 
c. Guidance in worship. 



CB'.AP'l!ER II 

CRIJ!ElUA O'F SELEoniON O'F STORIES FOR THE :PlUMABI CHILD 



"Up to me sweet child.hood loOk.e't;h, 
,Heart and mind and soul awake, 
Teach me of thJ 'Wafs, 0 Father, 
Teach me for ~~t ohil4hoods sake. 
In their young hearts soft and tender 
Guide~ hand good seed to sow, 
~hat its blossoming D1Bl praise Thee 
~raise Thee, wheresoe•er they go." 

- Anozcymous 



CHAPTER II 

ORITERIA OF SELECTION OF STOIUES FOR THE PRIMARY CHILD 

A. Introduction 

T~ere is a decided tesponsibilitY resting upon religious 

educators in the selection of stories for the primary child, which 

~r-eate the desired attitude toward God, as we have seen in the Intro

duction of this stud.J.1 The story is of vital import~ce in the 

Christian Educatiou of the primary child, especially in relation to 

creatUJ.g the desired. attitude tow~ God, the center of the child'.s 

religious life. 

It JDa.Y be said With G. sta.nl,.ey Hall, 

"Stories are the natural soul-food pf children, their native 
·~r and yit~l breath; but our childrell. are too often either 
story-starved oi charged with ill-chosen or ill-adapted 
twaddle-tales ... 

.. 
It is, therefore, the purpose of this chapter to set up scientific 

criteria for the selection of stories for the pr~y child ~ich 

create the desited attitude toward God in order that religious edu

cators may select stories on a scientific basis rather than With per

sonal taste or judgment. 

The criteria will be based upon two vital considerations: 

The first consideration is the content of the material in relation to 

the child, his nature, and his need!il as revealed in Chapter I of this 

study. In addition, certain books of womhip training, accepted by 

• • • • • • 

1. Ct. Ante., PP• 2, 3. 
2 .• Edward St. John: Stories and Story Telling, p. 100. 

- 22 -



- 23 -

authorities in the field of Religious Education for primary children 

will be consulted. 1 The second consideration is the literary tech-

nique of the materials centering around the merit of structure, style, 

and aesthetic appeal. This set of criteria will be based upon the 

child, his nature, and his needs as revealed in Chapter I of this 

study and the consensus of opinion of authorities recognised in the 

field of children's literature.2 

B. Criteria of Selection Of Stories for the Primary Chil4 

Which Create the Desired Attitude Toward God. 

1. Criteria, Relating to Content, Based Upon the Nature and Needs of 

the PrimafY Child in Relation to His Attitude Toward God. 

a. Stories for the Primary Child Should be Graded. 

In selecting stories for the primary child, the developing 

needs of his life must be kept uppermost in mind. The stories must 

come Within the range of his world, that he may put himself into the 

experi~ces related. He needs, therefore, stories dealing with sit'!m .. 

tio~s and interests similar to his own, selected for their ability to 

stimulate a growing mind, satisfy a hungry imagination, offer satisfac

tory solution to the increasing complexity of child life.3 

• • • • • • 

1. Al.berta Munkres: Primary Method in the Church School. 
Clara Blashfield: Worship Training for Primary Children. 
A1.Ir$ Cl~JWttss Seeking the Beautiful in God's World. 
Ethel Smither: Teaching Primaries in the_~ch School. 

2. ~. Margaret Eggleston: The Use of the Story· in Religious Educa-
tion. · 
Katherine Cather: Religious Education Through Story-Telling. 
Bert ~l!senwein and Marietta Stockard: Children's Stories and How 
to Te11 Them. · 

3. Cf •. Ante., P• 11. 
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b. Stories for the Primary Child Should Have Definite Aims. 
. . 

The content of stories should be centered around a central 

theme which states the definite a~ in the mind of the story-teller 

in selecting stories for the primary child. Ev,ry sentence should 

contribute toward r~alissing the ai.Dt Which has been determined. Top 

many stories fall short of the purpose for 'Yihic:P, they are intended, 

either ill attempt~ too Jll'UCh or in attempting too l-ittle. Therefore 

W}len choosing stories for the primary child which create @sired atti

tudes toward God - decide upon a definite aim and wor~ toward the 

fulfillment •1 

c. Stories for the Prima.rf Child Should Create Attitudes To~rd 

G9d ill Accord ·with the True Character of God~ 

(1) Stories Should Create an Attitude Toward God as Lov~ 

Father. 

Child!ren naturally tum to some m.e who loves them. If the 

story is to make a lasting contribution to the~.r lives, it must be 

saturated with that abiding sense of love which every human being 

craves. Love is the tie which billds earth and heaven together and 

when that bond is felt and experienced between God and His children, 

there is the abidiQg peace that passeth all understanding. 

The pr~ry child is ~eenly interested in his parents and 

tbe parents of other children.2 This very fact greatly simplifies 

the ta.s~ of the one who is selecting stories for the purpose of arous-

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Esenwein and Stockard: op. cit., P• 61. 
2. Cf. Ji.nte., PP• 16, 17. 
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~ng God-consciousn.t:tss and awakening rel1gio1,1s feelings in the heart . . 

of the child. As God~s love and goodness are mde me.nifest to the 

child through the stoJ'y, ttthat l~e of the soul," thert:t comes a 

groWing sense of gratitude and appreciation centering around ut~er 

de~ndence upon God the Heavenly Father, who cares for His children. 

Innumerable and wonderful things are wrought through God 

the loving Father who cares for His creation as the earthly father 

cares for his household, being mindful of those in Hh lq:teping and 

doing for each of th~ the utmost good. 1 

The child in wh~:e world the adults are !1ependab1e, loving, 

~d understanding has ~ell less difficulty in attainillg the inter

l>retation o~ God as Father than the child whqse home life is Mfthi%1~ 

but happy. But the child wh() faces this problem may be helped through 

sympathetic and a.ffeotiona.t9 guidance to find in the eXperiences of 

worship and work in the church school tha~ stability that comes only 

through confidence in a. God who loves and cares. The story-teller 

should ke~ this in mind when selecting stories. 
2 

As we have seen, :many children do have misconceptio11s Of 

3 Go4. This should not be. We would have the child le'am that God 

does not punish His childre!l willfully or til'8Jlllioa.11y, but He seeks 

their good. Be forgives them when they are sorry for doing wrong. 

He is not revengeful, but a. kind, forgivil'lg Father. The stoq may be.

o~e the most valuable ai~ in creating this attitude toward God for 

• • • • • • 

1. ct. Cather: op. cit., P• BQ. 
2. Cf. Ante., P• 16. 
a. Qf. Ante., P• 4. 
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!lot only is God the kind, forgiving Father of' the individual 

child., but the Father of' all children and He lovea them equally. As 

the prtma.ry child comes into his new world, he encounters children of 

other nationalities and races,2 and ~t is sometUnes hard for him to 

accept the id~a of God as loving all of them. The story, carefully 

selected, will do much to prevent this narrow conception • 
• 

(2) stories Should Create the Attitude Toward God as 

Creator of All. 

:r.t is a comforting thought to the prilne.ry child to know that 

God his Heavenly Father is the Creator of all' the beautifUl world. His 

imagination and curiosity lead hUn to ask the "how,t~ the •where," the 

"why,~ about everythll.lg he aees.3 stories sho~ld answer these ques-

tions by using the birds, the tre,es, the flowers, the sun, the ra~, to 

tell the story of God's power and love.4 The child loves the beauti

fUl. He is stU-red to reverence and awe at the sight of it, 5 and it 

is the inherent right of every child to be taught to seek this beauty 
' ' 

and with each new discovery to experience a feeling of' gratitude to God 

the Creator whO ••hath made every thing beautitul." Often timefl the 

verr thought of the beautitul brings an unconscious realization of the 

presence of' God,. 0 Dr, Herman Horne has said: "Beauty is really a 

• • • • • • 

1, Of. Smither: op. cit., p. 25. 
2. Cf. Ante., PP• 15, 16. 
3. Cf. Ante., P• 11. 
4. Cf. Alberta Munkres; Primary Method in the Church School, p. 20. 
5. Cf. Ante., p. 14. 
6. Cf. Clara Blashfield: Worship Training for Primary Children, p. 20. 
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manifestation of the perfectio~ of God."l 

Dr. Merers clearly shows the relation b~we~ the love of 

the beaut~ful and religious life when he says: 

••A persotJ. who has learned to appreciate the gorgeous beauty 
of sky and field and water: who rejoices in a great work 
of art or literature; who is thrilled by a noble deed, is 
rich in.deed. It is difficult for him to bec~e coarse and 
vulgar. And if in his appreciatiotJ. he has been trained to 
see God the Creator ot beauty, he ha! a perpetual source of 
religious refreshment and strength.: 

. 
What an instrument is the story in the hands of the story teller. It 

~y be used to capture this beauty in story form a.n,d pass it on to 

young lives who are helping to build God's Kingdom. 

(3) Stories for the Primary Child Should Create the Atti-

tude Toward God as Friend of Little Children. 

When the primary child und.ersta.tlds that God is his friend 

Who loves and helps him and desires his love and help in return, his 

world ta1tes on new meaning and value.3 The story may be used to 

teach the child to know that God is his Friend, Who is most sym,pathetic 

at all times, entering Witb him into his joys, his sorrows, and depend

ing upon him to cooperate with Him an.d share in Hts acts of love and 

goodness. This leads to a senae of responsibility as one of the 

helpers in God's world. 

(4) stories for the Primary Child Should Create the Atti-

tude Toward God as One to be Wcr shipped. 

Clara Blashfield says: 

• • • • • • 

1. H. ~. Horne: Principles of Education, P• 336. 
2. William Meyers: Teaching Religion, P• 92. 
3. Qf. Hazel Lewis: The Primary Church School, p. 258. 
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"~rue worship is spontaneous; it is derived from and related 
to life experiences ••• ~he child who possesaes a high con
cept of God, when feeling happy and thankful will spontaneously 
~dress the heavenly Father in pra~r as he speaks to the 
earthly father.nl 

mhe story should ~peal to those deep seated stirrings of reverence, 

awe and wonder that dwell within the heart of the child. It sbou~d 

arouse the cbilcl's desire to look to God his Father, as the motivat-

2 ing power of his life. Tb~s power that the story bas to touch the 

human heart to the very depths, to stir up the cleepest emotions, is one 

of its greatest values. However, it is well to remember that the pri-

mary child can be over-emotionalbed end the story should not go to 

extreme~:~ in playing with the emotions. The story should be Wholesome 

and well-balanced if it is to contribute a lasting effect to the child's 

life. Otherwise the result would be confusion in the mind and super

ficial development of the emotional life.~ 

(5) ~ories for the Primary Chil4 Should Create the Attitude 

Tov.e.rd God as One Who Hea.r13 the Prayers of Little Chil-

To the primary child God is very near and real. He can talk 

to God, the Heavenly Father, as if He were a visible, instead of an in-

visil;lle Father, Companion, and Friend. The strong imaginative po\\rer of 

the child is a gr4at asset in this direction. The story teller shoUld 

t~e this fact into consideration When selecting stories.4 

l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

The story should teach the child that God is pleased when be 

• • • • • • 

Clara Blashfield: Wo.zsbip Training for Prima.ry Children, p. 17. 
ct. Ante. , p. 17. 
Cf' • Ethel Smither; Teaching Primaries in the 8lnlrch School, P• 20. 
Ct. 4ute., p. 11. 
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iseelts fellowship With Him and is interesteci in what he does at all 

times. It should lead him to feel that God is with him in ever, simple 

joy, sorrow, or moral struggle. It should teach him that God gives him 

the strensth to meet successfully the problem of' his daily life, and 

that he JIIAY seek strength from the Father al1Ytime and a.uywhere. 1 

(6} ~he Story for the Primal'l Child Should Create the A~ti-

t~de ~award God as the Giver of All, His Son Jesus 

Christ, the Best Gift, a Revelation of Himself. 

The storY m~ be used to teach the primary child that every 

good and perfect gift comes from God, the Heaven11 Father. The home, 

parents, friends and all the lovely thtags of nature, the birds, the 

rain, the flowers, the sunshine are gifts from Him. But the best Gift 

tha.t God has gi VEm, to the world is His Son .Jesus Christ Whom He sent 

that the world might be a happier place in Which to live~ 

Jesus makes God more real to the pr~ry child. He cannot as 

yet understand Him as personal Saviour but he can ~derstan.d Him as 

God's So:p. and helper Who came into the world ifo teach men and women, 

bola anci girls more about God Himself. The primarr child thrills to 

the stories of Jesus• birth, His childhood and His deeds of lovingkind-

2 
ness. The story should create in the child a desire to be like Jea,us 

an,d to btt His friend,. The story should teach the child that he is doing 

as God would have him do wlJ4m he seeks to be like Jesus.5 This brings 

into play his strong desire to imitate. As we have seen, the primary 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. Smither: op. cit.,p. 25. 
2. Of. Alberta M:unkres: Primary Method in the Church School, p. 20. 
5. Of. Smither: op. cit., p. 29. 
go4-~q 
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child is a born imitator.1 What greater example could he have th~ 

Jesus Christl 

2. Criteria Relating to the LitertUT Technique of Materials Baseq. Upon 

the Nature and Needs of the Primry Child in Relati<m. to His Atti-

tude Toward God. 

The storJ Jelected should not only be suited to the nature 

~d needs of the primary child, 1n its content, b~t in its litera.q 

tecluliq't4e as well. Therefore, this section of the present studf is 

giveQ to the discussion of the literary techni~e of the stories Which 

create the desired attitude toward God ~der the follo~g divisions: 

structure, style and aesthetic appeal. 

a. The Structure 

Every story that is to be told should have four very distinct 

parts and each is vital to the success of the stoq. These are the 

introduction, the bo4y, the climax and the conclusion. Each of these 

should be oa.retul1y considered by t~e one Who is selecting stories for 

the primary child.~ 

The introduction of the story is moat important. It shoul,.d 

be short, concise and to the point, answering in moat oases the que a-

tiona "Who," "~n," and "where." It is not esl!lentia.l that these 

facts should be in the introduction, but it is essential that the 

child's interest be aroused, his senses keyed, and his iJ:Dagina.tion 

• • • • • • 

1. Of'. Ante., P• 16. 
2. Of'. Margaret w. Eggleston: The tTse of the Story in Religious Edu

catiou, P• 22 .•. 
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grippt:td. 1 If the introduction does not command interest, no stoq 
2 

teller cau dellm14 it. "!fhe way to begin is to begin." one real 

test of a story is its 1ntroduotion. 

After the introduction is the body, Which should consist of a 

series of actions formed into a s~le plot, each action follow~ the 

other in zapid succession, one act or hapPening contributing to or caus

ing that which is to follow. Thus, the interest of those Who bear or 

read is constantly increased end there is an eagerness to know the out

come which is reached in the climax, the apex of the story. 5 

The climax is the tmning point and heart Of the story. All 

else, even the introducticm, contributes toward it. I1i, too, like the 

introduction and body must contain no extraneous mstter. The lesson is 

taught in the climax. The tension is broken. The struggles am trials 

are over and the hero has won. 4 

After the climax has been reache4 the end follows speedily in 

the conclusion, which must not detract from the climax or suggest another 

story. Children's stories should end ver1 quickly. They wt:ant no long 

drawn out ending after the story has been told. "When tbe story stops, 

sto;p."5 The conclusion must never moralize or p~t into wor<is what the 

narrator thinks about any Of the characters or their actions. The con-

elusion pleasingly finishes the story and ushers the characters off the 

stage in a way that satisfies the mind. 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Ante., P• 10. 
2. Berg J.Bsenwein and Marietta Stockard: Children's Stories, p. 43. 
5. .Cf. ~therine D. Cather: Religious Education Throllgh Story Telling, 

p. 70. -
4. Cf. Margaret w. Eggleston: op. cit., P• 26. 
6. Ibid_., P• 29. 
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In summing up the discussion thus far, we might well quote 

the words of Carolyn Sherwin Bailey: 

"We have found it helpful to liken the effect that a. well-
11f1tten, well-told story has upo~ a ohi14's mind to the 
appeal that a successful drama makes to atJ. audieno~. We 
lla.ve discovered that the opening paragraph, the first !Sen
tence 9f a child's story should have the quality that charac
teri"es the scen$s disclosed. on the stage when the curtain 
rolls up - co.mpelling interest. Foll~wing this curtain rais
ing of the story, there Should be a series of pictorial sce~es 
that carry the events tha.t go to nake up the story-plot, 
stnmg upon a slender thread of' curiosity, and givirig the 
element of suspense to the story. Follo~ng out this story 
structure we come eventually to the end,.. The curtain must 
fall at last before the eyes of the child ~dience and the 
closing of the storf drama should be a.s mind-stimulating as 
was its beginning.~ 

b. The Style. 

The essential of style is lucidity ~d clarity of expression 

moulded together in a unity that moves along with ease and smoot~ess. 

The child mind is sensitive yet it cannot fo~low a number of unrelated 

details ~thout becoming confUsed and irritated.2 However, this does 

not meari that there should be over~si~licity which ~uld allow for 

little depth of thoug:nt. There is a distinction betwec:m depth of 

thought and,. obscurity of language. 

A good pri~ry story is vivid and expressive in style. It 

makes the child see pictures. It is filled With ima.ginat.ive sensitive-

ness. As Ethel Smither ~:~ays: 

"So fresh is its appeal that the children smell the flowers 
tha.t bloom by the roadside, they-list~ to the ca.r9l~ of 
the bird,.s in the trees bordering the road, or they pant and 

• • • • • • 
l• . Esenwein and Stoakard: op. cit., P• 42. 
2. Qt. Ethel Smither: Teaching Primaries in the Church School, P• 164. 
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press forward over its gray stones, lifted o~t of themselves 
into another world. Vividness is a Jna.tter of an e~pt use 
of carefully chosen ~J'ds and a sense of reality on the part 
of the story-tel~er." · 

!rb.Et essential purpose of language is to clarify am. make 

plain the though'f; of man. Therefore the diction of the story should 

repr~sent the best speech of tbe daJ, within the child's understap.d

ing. T~ere should be repetition and oontrast of words in order to 

give d,ue enphasis 9Zld balance to the style. T.he language form must 

fit the spirit of the story. 

The beauty of smooth flowing style and the vigor of terse 

expression may be impressed upon the child subconsciously at sn early 

ag~. For this reason it is better to avoid s1~g and e~remely col-

loquial expressions. However, on the other hand, the easy, corrept 

colloquial idioms should not be rejected for stilted English. In 

2 choosing the language for stories, "simplify but do not sil1ify.~ 

c. Aesthetic Appeal. 

The story should present to the child a picture of life that 

has the po~r to stir his anotions and guide him into actio:n peoause it 

is true to the life which it seeks to describe. It should be clothe4 

in beauty of imagery and of language so that it to1lches the deep wells 

of his heart. It must be a thing of beauty, in its highest and fullest 

sense.3 

In conclusion, the literary :requirements of the story for the 

.. . . . . . 
1. Smither: op. cit., P• 171• 
a. ~Esenwein and S1iook:ard: op. cit., ;p. 65. 
3. ~. Smi the.r: op. cit., p. 
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pr~~ary chi14 may be summed up in the foll.owing words: 

· "His s~ories must cop.tain action and emotion rather than rea
ato~U.,g. They mst have vivid pict'!ll'e-qua.lity Without wordy 
pas~:Jages of de~:Jcription. They mst be concise taUd dramatic. 
Ip. language and "t111cture they Dm.liJt a.dherf) to the best literary 
to;rm. They nm.st appeal to the imgination, inspire love of 
be~~ty ~d present right ideals. The{ must mirror his own ex
perience and embody universal tru~h." 

c. An$lyt1cal Summary of Criteria for the Selection of 

Stories :tor the Prilnary Child Which Create the De

sired Attitude Toward God. 

1. Criteria llele.ting to Content o:t Stories :Based on the Nature and 

Needs of the Primary Child. 

a. The story for the primary child should pe gra4ed. 

b. The story for the pr1mary child should create attitudes toward 

God which a~ in accord With the true character of God. 

(l) The story should cr~ate an attitude toward God as loving 

Fat_her, a forgiving Father, the Father of all. 

(2) The story should create an attitude t.owa.rd God as 

Crea~or of all. 

(3) The story should create an attitude toward God as Friend 

o:t little children. 

(4) The story should create an attitude towa.rd God as One to 

be worshipped. 

(6) The story should create an attitude toward God as One Who 

bears the prayers of 1 itt le children •. 

• • • • • • 

1. =-!senwein and Stockard: Children's Stories, p~ 36. 
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(6) The story should create an attitude toward God as the 

Giver of all, His Son, Jesus Chris~, the best Gift, a 

Revelation of Himself. 

2. Criteria RelatiQg to the Literary tec~ique of stories Based on 

the Nature and Needs of the Primary Child. 

a. Structure 

{1) The story sho'l11<1 have four essential parts: introduc

tion, body, climax, and conclusion. 

(2) Each part of the story should contribute a vital, cen~ 

tralized eftect to the whole. 

b. Style. 

(l} The diction of the stor:r should be lucid and clear. 

(2) The diction of the story should be simple, direct and 

eunooth. 

(3) The diction of the story should be Wi~h~ the mental 

grasp of the child. 

(4) There should be repetitions and c~trasts of wording to 

give due enq>hasis and balance. 

{5) The language should be in accord with the best English· 

usage. 

(6) The style should be in accord with the message and 

thought of the story. 

c. Aesthetic Appeal 

(1} The story should be a thing of beauty .in its highest and 

fullest sense. 

(2) The story should have emotional appeal and powe:r to aid 

in the development of character. 



CHAPTER Ill 

A ORI~~CAL ANALYSIS OF STORIES FOR PRIMARY CHILDREN 



Th4lt :mowledge of the things of God 
Will al'lll them with a stEtadfast power, 
Will make them, as they march along, 
Sturdy and true, and brave and strong 
To front each earthly hour. 

The lessons of the love of God 
Will shed a light upon their way, 
A light more fair than sun or star 
To lead them fearless and afar 
Unto the perfect day. 

0, may we strive to let them know 
The Truth, that so, through joy and strife, 
A shining journey they may go, 
With song and victory, and make 
A glorious thing of life: 

Nancy Byrd Tumer- "Concerning Children" 



OB:APTER I II 

A CRITICAL .AliALYSIS OF STORIES FOil THE PIW4AltY CHILD. 

A. I~troduction 

In order to discover the stories used most for the primary 

child which attempt to create desired attitudes toward God, it was 

necessary to examine the rel~ious education materials which are being 

used by religious educators. 

The selection of lesson curricula examined was guided by the 

choice of George Herbert Betts in his book, The Curriculum of Religious 

Education,1 in Which he gives a list of the most representative series 

1~ use. ~hese curricula represent both the denominational and inter

dernominational series. They are as follows: 2 

The Completely Graded Series. 

The Constructive Studies. 

The Closely Graded Church School Courses. 

The Cbristian NUrture Series (Protestant Episcopal}. 

The Westminster Series (Prespyterian u.s .A,. J 

The Abingdon Religious Education Texts {MethOdist) • 

Departmental Graded Lessons (Presbyterian U .a.A.) 

The-Beacon Course (Unitarian) 

The Christian Life Course {Lutheran) 

• • • • • • 

1. George Herbert Betts: The Curriculum of Religious Education, 
Chapters XVIll,,XIX, XXII, XXIV. 

2. Cf. Bibliography for lesson series exandned. 

- 38-
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Out of these materials,l028 stories li~ted as being suit

able for cr~a~ing attitud~s toward God fo:r the primary child, it was 

fo~d that 662 Bible stories and 376 secular stories had been used. 

Interestingly enough, the stories of the Bible center around outstand

ing cha:racte:rs and incidents. ln each case there were six or more 

aecoun~s of the ~.Jaane story. The writer has chosen that O!le Which in 

most instances meets the requirements tor the story as set down ill 

chapter two of this study. Of this group the six stories used most 

frequently were selected for analysis and will tor.m tbe basis of this 

chapter. The plan is :to analyse th8Jil in the light of criteria set up 

in chapter :two and to evaluate them accordingly. 

•t this point we shall briefly review the criteria as set 

forth in chapter two. 

In selecting stories for the prtmary child Which create the 

desired attitude toward God, those selecting the stories should keep 

in mind the following factors: 

1. In relation to the content of the story: 

a.. The story tor the primary child should be graded in acco:r

Q.ance with the child's intellectual capacity, understanding 

and experience. 

b. The story for the primary child should have definite aims. 

c. Stories tor the primary child should oreate attitudes Which 

are in accord with the true character of God. 

(1) God as loving Father. 

(2) God as Creator of all. 

(3) God as Friend of little children. 

(4) God a$ One to be worshipped. 
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(6) God as Oue who bears the prayers of little children. 
-
(&) God as the Giver of all, the best Gift, Jesus Christ, 

a revela~ion of Htmself. 

2. In rela~ion to the literary technique of the story: 

a. The structure of the story should be in accord with the best 

literary standards. 

b. Each part of the structure should contribute a vital central-

ized effect to the whole. 

c. The diction of the story should be simple, direct, smooth, 

within the mental grasp of the child. 

d. There should be repetition o~ contrasts of wording to give 

due emphasis and balance. 

e. The language should be in accord with tbs best English usage. 

t. The style should be in accord with the message and thought 

of the at ory. 

g. The story should have emotional appeal and power to aid in 

the dev~lopment of character. 

h. The story should be a thing of beauty in i~s highest and 

fullest sense.1 

B. .Analysis of Stories. 

1. The Creation Story2 

There were twenty-four accounts of the Creation Story found 

in the materials eXSIIlined. The one given below has been adapted from 

• • • • • • 

1. Ante., PP• 34, 35. 
2. Florence Brovm.; "God, the Loving Father", Westminster Textbook 

of Religious Education, pp. 4, 5. 
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th~ Biblical account as found ~Genesis 1:1•28. 

~he a~ as stated for the story is: 

~~o help the chi~d to recognize his relation to God, his 
beave~ly Father; to turn. to Him in love; to reverence His 
power; to~ive gratitude for His constant git'ls; to brtng 
his daily life into obedien~e to God's Will." 

There never has been a time When God was not. God lived 
before you were born, bef(.)re father and mothe.r were born, be
fo;re grandt'ather and granc1mother were born. Indeed, God lived 
before there was any world at all, and he was great and strong 
and loving. 

Away back, no one knows how many yea.J,'s ag(.), God made the 
world. But even though the world was made, it still was a. 
dark and. dreary place with no plants or animals or people upon 
it. Howev~r, God had only begun to ca:rry out a wonderful plan. 

After the world was made, God said, "Let there be light," 
and there was 1 ight. Did you ever get up .. early enough in the 
mo~ing to see the light come creeping, creeping over the earth? 
I have, and I think you have. If so, you remember how baauti
tul the first soft rays war~ as. they touched the tr~es and the 
hills and at last peeped into you;r window. You can irDagin~ with 
me how wonde:r:tul and beautiful that first light was. 

God saw that the light was go9d and he divided the light 
frotn darkness. B:e called th~ light, DAY and the Q.a.rkness he 
called NIGm!. 

Tl:te:g. Gc:)d made the sky, ~d the Q.a.y and the night of the 
second dayw&.re past. 

God then mad.e the dry land to appear, and he called the 
lan~ "earth,~ and he gathered the waters togethe;r and called 
the waters "the seas." He told the grass to grow, and he 
called the tlowers, and made the first trees. T}le e~th was 
then growag more and more beautiful, and the morning and the 
evening of the third day were past. 

Theu God made two g;r~at lights, the sun to make the day 
brigh'l;, and. the moon and the stars to give a. soft light at 
night~ 

Now, although the world had grovm. so beautiful, not a. liv
ing creature was yet to be found. upon it, not ev~ so much as a. 
tiny bird or '\mDnY• Wllen the fifth day dawned God said, "Let 
the waters swarm with_ swarms Of living creatures, and let the 
b.irds fly in the air," and the seas we;re filled with tiny fish 

• • • • • • 
1. :Brown.: op. cit., p. 3. 
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8Dd gr~at sea monsters; and the songs of birds ech()ed over the 
earth. ~d the fifth day paa~ed.~ 

· God. also put animals upon the earth, great beasts sn<l small. 
When this world. was all :ready, like a ~eautiful garQ.en, God 

41d. t~e moat wonderful ~hing of all: he made a'~. in his own 
image~ He gave him eyes to eee the light, eara to hear the s~s 
ot the ~irda and the tinkle of the brooks, a mouth ~o taste the 
fruits and ~erries of the gard.en, feet that he might run about 
and walk, and bands With Which to work. 

God 11$~ the man Adam, and called him his son. God loved 
Adt!Jn so d.earlf that he said: 11Adam, I have made this wol"ld for 
you. The l~ght is your•: the quiet night-time is yours; the 
trees ~d the fruits are yours, save one; and. the birds and the 
fish and. the e.nilllals are yours. Take these gifts, rq son, eJ14 
uae t.. Here in the gard.$1 you will find food and drink and 
life and happiness." 

Then, in order_ that Adam should not be lonely, and should 
have aome one with whom )le could ta]k, some one with whom he 
90uld walk a~ut in the beautiful gard.-. and look at the gifts, 
God created ., wo!DN1. The woman was Adam's Wife, and he called 
her Eve. _ 

Wllen all ~· done, the seventh day had co~. God called it 
the S~bbath, and he rested. 

This story because of its clarity and sim,plicity is espe

cially sui~ed. to the primary child. we shall first conside:r the con-

tent of this stOl"f• It is centered aro~d the elements of nature -

the l!fkY, the suu, the moon, the birds, the flOWtirB which have be'"' 

hi,s !,ntilnate oompenions since earliest childhood. The normal primary 

child is constantly asking the "Why," the "Whea.,u and the "HoW' of 
·- ~ ~ 

averJthing he sees. God is the answer as revealed. in this story, How-

ever, in this connection mention should be made of the statement, 

"he (He) •de a man in his (His) ovm. image, He gave him eyes 
to see the light, ears to hear the songs of the bil"ds an<l the 
tinkle of the brookS, a. mouth to taste the fruits and berries 
of the garden, feet that lle might run ab()ut and walk, and hands 
with Which to work." 

This presentation is not in accord. with the true character 

of God and oo~ld easily lead tlle child to believe that God is endowed 
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With a h.uman bocll" and senses, as many children do believe. However, 

th~s thought might pe averted by omitting the words, "in his (His) owa. 

illlage.• As the child grows older, under carefUl guidance, he will 
~ 

le~ to thinlt of God as a, Spirit, and to realiz' that He does not have 

Thf!\ aim of this -.tory, as stated above, is fiv~fold. To 

hav• such a broad aim is attempting too much for one story if the best 

r,sults are to follow. The thought of' the story centers around God, 

the Creator. God made, God gave, God saw, God said, which are more 

simple ways of' saying God created. This thought of God as Creator is 

uot definitely stated .in the aim though implied in the wo~s, •to give 

gratitude for his (His) constant gifts." A more definite aim in the 

mind of the story-teller would 1'84 to a stressing of definite words 

whic~ help toward the fUlfillment of that aim. Theretore this story 

might be used most profitably keeping in mind tbe aim to create in the 

m1.Q,d of' the chil·d the attitude toward God as Creator of' all. The re-

ligious nature of' the primary child naturally resp()n9,.s to the thought 

of God as Giver and Creator of' all. 

From the literary standpoint the story is decidedly well con

str1loted. Although there is no highly organized plot, there is pro-

grf!\&sive aotion, cent,red around God the Creator, that needed central-

ization which is necessary for any good story. The progression is made 

clear by the use of' the days. The first daf, the second day, the third 

day and on, through the sixth day end the seven,th day. Thus the child 

lllaf be J,Dade eager to kn()W what will happen next. The interest may be 

increased as his imagination is stirred by this repetition of' days. 

Then comes the climax: 
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"When all was done, the seventh day had come. God oalled 
it the Sabbath and he (He) rested." 

!rhere is a note of peaceful finality in the thought tbat when work is 

done there comes rest. !rhe child will be left with a feeling of as'"' 

suranoe that all is well and God is the Creator. In this.way an atti-

tude toward God which is in acool"<l with His true character ma.J be 

created for the child. 

The easy flow of language which adheres in a great measure 

to t~ Biblical account is pleasing to the ear and in keeping with the 

thought of the storJ. The story is written in the language of the 

child with the absence of long involved sentences not in keeping with 

child usage. 

The story is not lacking in aesthetic and emotional appeal. 

God created a world of beauty in which every creature had e. part. God 

loved His creation and saw that it was good. The force and the power 

of it all is overwhelming to a sensitive soul. 

In the light of these faots stated above concerning this 

story of the Creation let us see wherein it meets the criteria as set 

up in chapter two of this study. 

In the first plfoe, the content of the story is within the 

primary child's understanding in that it centers around the elements 

of nature with Which he is fandliar. Then the story does have definite 

aims,but the content of tbe. story is not 1~ har:mony with those aims, as 

they were stated for the story. The note of God as Creator is much 

~tron.ger than the note of God as heavenly Father, God as One to be 

loved ~ reverenc~, .or God as the Giver of constant gifts. Therefore, 



- 46 -

it may b~ said that the aims of the ~tory are not realized in relation 

to the con tent. 

~owever, the content of the story is such as would create an 

attitude toward God as Creator of all which, as we have seen, is in ac-

cord with the true character of God. 

~he atyle of the story is ailapted to the nature and needs of 

the priJJ)!a.ry child in that it is simple and direct, not lacking iJ1 

u.sthe·uc and emoticmal ap~al. Therefore, we my concl11de tba.t this 

story may be used to create an attitude toward God as the Creator of 

all provided the aim be changed in that direct ion. 

2. "A Shepherd Boy's Songtt1 

Thirty-eight sto!ies ce11ter1ng around the life Of David were 

found in the materials examined. Of this nw:nber twelve were concerned 

with tba.t period of his life as a sbep~rd boy on the plains of Bethle

l1er:n• ~ ~alyais of th~ story of David as a shepherd boy will be given 

below. This account has been adapted frolll the Biblical story found in 

I Samuel, chapter sixteen. 

Tll.e Aim: "To aid the child in associ~ting God with the true 
and beaut~!¥1 and to forlll attitudes and habits of showing his 
gratit,:lde."· 

Every JnOrning when the sun was peeping over the hills of' 
Bethlc.thelll, De,vid, the shepherd boy, would lead his father's 
sheep out to fresh green pasture11. Down the quiet streets and 

• • • • • • 

1. Marie McDonald: "Learning to Live as God's Children", The Graded 
Press series, PP• 49, 60. 

2. Ibid. 
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out of the gates of the little town we~t ~avid, fOllowed by 
the sheep and little lambs. David's face .v.as browned by the 
sun anQ. the wind, his eyes were clear and bright and he was 
very stro~. 

David liked to live out in the open fieldfl. Re liked to 
see the sun come up from behind the rosy clQ1ldS. Re liked to 
feel the coo1 fresh breezes touch his cheek and to hear the 
birds si~il18 a».d twitter!~ in the treet:~ and h~dges. Re liked 
the green fields where the red ~nd white lilies grew. But David 
had wont to do. Re had to find a good pastlll'e and plenty of 
cool water for the sheep before the sun was hot. David never 
forgot his sheEtp. Re was alw~s ltind 1M!d gentle wit:b them, for 
t:bey we~ his friend.s. Once a year there ~e a J'f*!Jrry time. 
!!!his was called the sheep shearing tim.e wh~ the thick wool vna.a 
~t from t~ back8 of the ~theep to be woven into cloth. These 
w~ ~oolen clothes kept David and the rest of his father's 
family warm when w~ter came. 

Tl1e sheep loved David. When he called il:l. a lo'lld, clear 
voice: "T~-hop ," the sheep would coane close to him. But if 
a stranger would ca.l1 they would ~ awa11. Son:etilnes the lambs 
grew tired al1d could not keep up with the flock. Then David 
would carry them in his strong arms. In the ropks and caves 
around Bethlehem there 11 ved many wild, enimala which would harm 
the sheep if it were not for the brave s)lepherd. Sometimes the 
sheep would get frightened as they went thro'!.lgh a ~ark place or 
when they heard a rustle in the bushet:~. David would take a 
atone frOJil his bSi an,d sli.Qg it out into the bushes end frighten 
the ~-1 away. 

De.Vid chose a past~e Where the grass was fresh and sweet! 
Then he rest.ed 11Uder the shade of the trees or under the shadow 
of a gr~at rock while 1ihe ab.Qep 21ibbled the grass. ~avid liked 
to look up into the blue sJq and watc:b the 8t10WJ clouda floating 
hig:b above him. Far away acroes the hills he could see tall 
plU'ple mountains. In the grassy fields grew bright red flowers 
called "lilies of the field." There were white star-shaped 
flowers, like narcissus, Whioh smelled very sweet. In the 
brancl:uls of the trees a.ud hedges were msn;y birQ.s • n•ets. David 
liked to watch the· robins and wild doves take care of their baby
birds .. · Tall herons could be seen near the brookS and marshee 
loo~tng for their baby herons. 

David li~e4 to lie under the trees and listen to the song 
ot the wind a- it rus~l.ed th~ little gr•~n leavea. The brook 
~o1Ulded as if it- too were singing a glad s011g. All these things 
s-emed to tell David of God, who made the world and ali the 
beautifUl things ill i1;. ~he wind, the birds, the flowers, all 
seemed. to s~: "God ca~e~ for you. Give t~s, give thanks." 
All these beautifUl sights and sounds made David very happy. 
Be ~ted to sing his thanks to God too. Sometimes he would 
•ins a song With words. Then again he would talte from his 
she:phe~d's bag a pipe, J~ede fro~ a tall reed, Which grew near 
the broo~. 1>avid could make mus~c With the little pipe. Some-
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times tbe music sounded like the singing of the wind in the 
t~es or like the river rushing over the rocks, Sometimes 
David made soft low musiC) like the murmur of the little brook 
or like the birds singing in the evening, 

At twilight, when the long shadows came creeping up the 
hill$ end the sky was red and gold in the west and David had 
tound a safe place for the sheep in a roclq cave, be liked to 
watch the moon and stars coJDe out in the blue skJ• The moon 
ana. stars made him think of God who made the world. 1 think 
David JllUst have 81lllg a song like this: , 

tti love thee, o Lord 71f8 strength. I will praise thee 
with~ whole heart! I will be glad and. rejoice in thee. I 
will sing praises unto. thy name ... 

This story is truly one of childhood. The peaceful but chal

lenging life of David the Shepherd boy has a tre~dous appeal for the 

primary child. David is a real boy with a boy's love for the open 

fields, He is brave and strong and he is kind. He is a lover of the 

beautiful; it speaks to hun of God. The primary child would be that 

ahepherd boy who goes out each morning with his father's sheep to the 

sunny plains of Bethlehem, there to live With the sheep and care for 

them while listening to the songs of the birds, the rustle of the wind 

and the g'llrgle of the broo:\t, The story is alive with beauty which 

creates an atmosphere of worship toward God. All creation is praising 

God. This would create in the mind of the child an attitude of wor-

ship. The child, too, turns his thought to God as he listens. Thus, 

the aim is realized,, as the cl11ld is led to feel that God is Oue to be 

praised and worshipped. The sensiti,ve cords of child nature are touched 

by the sott, the lovely, the beautiful, There is a kinship of spirit 

Vlhich finds a meeting pl. ace in God. 

The structure of the story is well developed in keeping with 

the aim, that of creating an attitude of worship toward God. There is 

not that quick forceful type of action Which is essential to most 
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atorie~ tor the prbnary child. Yet there is sufficient action to 

create the desired eftect of a soothing atmosphere. The story is 

wc~n around the day~s events in the life of David the shepherd boy. 

In the moming he leads his father•s sheep out to fresh, green paiJtures. 

He g~<l;s and protects them df41'illg the 4&y, herQ.ing them into the best 

pastures, frightening awaY the wild animals. He rests under the shade 

of the tree. Then, at the twilight, the close of the day, he finds a 

safe pl~oe tor the sheep to sleeP• David is happy and he singe praise~ 

to God. There is a note of reverence and worship ill it all. 

The literary excellence of this story is striking with its 

simple and expressive diction. The use ot adjectives such as •fresh 

brea~es,• "green pastures," "quiet atra,ts," "little green leaves," 
..,_ ' ,, 

"glad song,"- "soft, low ~sic,11 is very effective in creating an atmos-

pbere tending toward worship. 

It is a ~tory Which touches responsive corda in the lite of 

the primary child. It appeals to his imagination. Yet the greatest 

appeal is to the love of the beautiful in refer~e to God who creates 

bea~tY and would be worshipped. 

How let us determine whether or not the account meets the 

requirements for the story 8.$ they have been presetJ.ted in chapter two 

of this stuAy. 

The content, centering around the experiences of David the 

shepherd are not foreign to the knowledge and understanding of the 

primary child. Even the child who is not entirely familiar with 

ab.epherd. life ma.y wit~ his vivid ima.ginat,.on capture the scenes as 

they are presfn1ted in this story. The aim of the at ory is definitely 
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realil?led a.s the. ev4m.ts are presented, in beautiful flowing English 

which tend tow~rd creating an atmosphere of worship toward God. The 

structure is well d,ev•loped 1n keeping With the a4u. The diction is 

~triking and express~ve. There ~s an appeal to the aesthetic nature 

of the child which is most important tor the story in creating an atti-

t11~ toward God. as one to be wo~shipped. Therefore, on thtse grounds, 

1ft lJlaY concl11de that the story is well a!lapted for the priJnarf child 

1n th~t it does creat~ ~ a1;titu4e toward God as ~e to be worshipped. 

3• "A Little Girl Who Took Oare of B:er Brother"1 

Thirty-seven of the total number of stories examdned were 

centered, around the life of Moses. Eight of these were accounts of his 

bal;)yhood experienqe a<lapte4 :from the Biblical s•ory 1n Exodus 1: 1•2: 10. 

!h8 A~: "!I!o lea!l the pupils to J;"ealize that it is pleNing 
to God for.eleryone to have a part in making the world a 
~ppy home•" 

"A +-IT~ GIRL WHO TOOK CARE OF HER BROTHEl\" 

Lo~ SBO, in the land of EgY,pt, a Hebrew :family had a 
li,ttle home. In this home there was a father Who worked h~ 
eveiT dq for the Egyptian kiDs• .There wae· a mother whe> toOk 
good Cfn"e ·of the hqme, and made the fat~r and, children happy, 
lli;riam, the big sister, was a good helper in the home, and her 
.Httle brother AJl.ron was learning to help, too. 

O~e day the lJeavenly Father s$nt a .dear little baby boy 
to U.ye in this home. He was a beautiful, baby, an<\ his mother 
end :father thought he was the dearest baby ·in the world. Miriam 
lilted. to hol,d the tiny baby, and Aaron lik~ to pat his ohubby 
~~, or •toll him when he SD1iled. 

llql:le of · the Egnlt_ians ~ew ·there was a baby in this Hebrew 
h()lD.e •. The mQtl\er. and father, and ev~ the chil,4ren, could not 
tell a~ut the deal" littl,e bal;)y, tor the c~el king of EgJ'pt had 

•••••• 

1. "Ohilciren ot Long Ago and Now," Departmental Graded .Series, 
Vllit a, p. 9. 

2. Ibi4. 
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said, "'All little ba~y boys Who come to RebrEiJW hoJnfs, shall be 
thro~_into the river." 

u!he king must not find our beautiful baby,.. they said. 
B~t day by Qa.y as he gr9W, it became vecy 1lard to hide the 
baby. •some one may hear him cry ,• said the mother, •and if 
the king hears, he will take our ba'\\Y•" 

!Phe baby was safe in the Reavenlr Father's keeping. He 
help~ the mother to th1Dlt of a war to eave her baby. She took 
~ basket which was made of grasses, an4 put clq Gd tar into 
every CJ:ae!t, · so that no water could get in. . It made the deal
est little ba.eltet boat: li'hen it was fin:i;.sheli, she wrapped the 
~ab7 ~his soft, warm cov.er, and. tUCked. him in his little boat. 
I expeot he was asleep when she put the top on the baSket, an.d 
garried it do~ to the edge of the river. Tall graases and flag 
lilies grew along the river bank, and the mother plaoed the 
~asket boat 81Qong these. "Miriam," sh!!l said, .usta.7 Where you 
~ watch the baby's boat'- and taltt good oare ot him, as you 
always do.• Aa the mother lett her baby, she prayed, "Reav~ly 
Father, t~e care of rq little boy today." .. 

As :Miriam watched, she saw the Princess, the daughter of 
the EsY,Ptian king, come wit}l h~ naideaa to the river to bathe. 
As she walked a.J.o11g by the river's side, she Bim' the basket 
boat e.mqng the flags. "Go, bring me the little basket, hidden 
there amo11g the flaga!",oried the Princess. 

When the basket WQ.s brought, r:Jhe opened it, an!l tl:l$re lq 
the b.~utitul baby, with tear-drops on his cheeks. "Poor little 
baby," she thought. "He has beell crying. He is one. of the 
He~rewa' children." 

ldiriam was watching and won4ering. •What will she do with 
our .l'~by?" She thought. Fearing they might take h1m away, 
she atepped up to the Princel!iJs, and aslted, •Shall I go and call 
1;o thect a :q.urse of the Hebrew women, that sl;le may nurse the 
child for yf)u'P 

And the Princess mswered, "Yes, go!" 
lliri~am rq qudcklJ, and ealleCl. th9. baby's mother. The Prin

cess l:oOlted at tht mo the:r, and muot have thQ12gh1; she would make 
~ very good ~uroe, for sh' said, •Take the child, and. nurse him 
for me, an.d I will paJ you." _ 

The motl:\er toolt her o~ dear baby, and held him close; for 
sh' ~· very haPP"' and thankful. And Miriam Was very l'l$ppy, too, 
fl.~ 1;hf#y went home With their 'baby. "No pu' c~ ha:rJn him n~, 
theY said, "for the king's. 4a,ugbter :Qas said, "Take care of h1m 
fo:r: ~e.'" ,..Day by da.J they nntat have ths.nlted the Heavenly Father 
for his, love .at?-.d care. · 

"Jllo,es\1 was the name the :rr incess gave the ba'by. Now the 
mother and f~ther could tell ~o~t the be~~tiful ~aby at their 
home. And Miriam and ~on could take the ba'bY. out in the bright 
aUD.shi.ne, e.s they watched and oared for him. 
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As to content, this stor~ is suited to the prima.ry child be

cause it touc~s ~ phas• of life with Which he is most familiar - baby

ho9d. Although he has passed that stage he is keenly interested in 

babies and all that concerns them. Then, othe:r than. the baby in. the 

story, we have the Jn()t:b,er, the brother, and the sister, all playing a 

part. They, too, are famili,.u' figures in the world of the primary 

child. He understands what it is to have the love and care of ta~her 

and mother. The appeal ~hen is centered al'OJmd SOJIBtbing Which the 

primary child knows an4 feels. His 4eepest sympathy is aroused tor 

the little baby whose life is being sought by the wiolt.ed. old king and 

it is a comforting thought to know that God, the Heavenly Father, 

.,.tohes over him and cares for him by guiding the mother to think of a 

waY to save the baby. The mother's prqer for her child, "Heavenly 
.. 

Father, take care of my little boy today,• with its strong note of 
" 

trust and sincerity has its effect on the spiritual nature of the child. 

It is conducive to trust in God on the part of the one who is li~Jtening 

to the story. Then, the very fact that God does watch over the baby 

~d save his life is more ground for trust and faith in God as a loving 

1teavenly Father who cares for His children. Thus it is made clear that 

the aim of the story is to create in the mind of the child ~ attitude 

tQWard God as loving Father. However, we may see that the stated ~ 

does not point in this direction according to the state4 aim in rela

tio~ to the giv~ title. +nstea4 the ~basis is bro~ht to bear upon 

the p~t that the sister Miriam plays. Wevertheless, tbe story in the 

original account may well be used to create an attitude toward God as 
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loving Fatber Which is in accord with the true char~o~e.r of God. 

The. literary structure of the story is in accord with the 

~cepteQ. form, including the introduction, the body, the olin!ax and 

the oon.(ll\lsio;l• In the firs1; few sentences the cha+p.ote.rs nee~ed to 

'b~in the etor~ are introduced in their setting. Then the action be

gins, Whe~ the cruel EgJPtian king eays that all Hebrew babies must 

die. The st~gle i$ on. What will hapPen to the little ba')JTt The 

~cid~ts Which follow are portrayed With a vividness and c~earness 

that can:y the inte:rest OXJ. through to the conclusion, in Which the 

mother takes the l:laby in her arms and thtmlt$ God, the Heavenly Father 

for His love and care. At this point there is diacovered a decided 

we~es!l in the s~ruoture of the story. The (Jente~Qces of the conclu

sion are raml>l:l.ng as if they were there only l>Y chance. It would have 

been sufficient and DIJlch m0re fit1;~g to say, "Tile motl:ler took her own 
~ 

dear baby, SAd held. bim close as she thanked the He.avfn1lJ Father for 

·His love ~d care..~ O~e of the marks of a good story is that it stops 

when it is time to stop. 

The dioti()XJ. of the story is siplple and e~y and withi.Jl the 

underst~diDg of the primary child. Howeyer, in contrast to tha~ of 

the sto~ of David ~here is heaviness of expression in that there is 

tile absence of striking descriptive expressions. This is acco'Wlted 

for in the realiz~tion Of the different aims Of the tWO stories. 

Wevertheless, there is appeal in the action of the story. This is the 

kef to its literary fitness. The suspense is carried on step by step 

until it reaches a oltmax in the deoisipn of the princess. This makes 

the story graphic, vivid, ~pealing. 
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HQWever, the story as it stands would not b' appropriate for 

creating an attitud~ tows~ God as O~e WQo is pleased When every one 

hats a part in melt~ the world a ba.ppy home iu the light of the content 

$..s has been presented. Furthermore, the aim is not realizecl in rela-

tion to th~ conte~t. The idea of God as loving Father is much more 

The structure of the story is not in accord with the best 

literar,r form in that the conclusion is made weak by a series of r~ 

bling sentenceJi). Yet it may be said that the diction is within the 

understanding of the pri.mary cllild and there is a decided appeal in the 

~tion of the 1torr, that makes it worthy of being woven into a story 

of spiritual and literary beauty as it stands in the Biblical account. 

4. "God's Gift of Jesus"1 

There were forty account11 of the birth of Jesus found in the 

materials examined. The one given belQW is adapted from the Biblical 

account in LUke 2:1-lO. 

The J!J.iJD: "To create in the mind of the child an attitude 
toward God as the Giver of all - His Son J.es~s Christ the 
b~st Gift·" 

"GOD'S GIF.D OF JESUS" 

£ong, long ago, many people on this earth ~re very unba.ppf, 
They q~arreled with each other. They took things which did not 
l>elong to them. They forgot to divid.f;l the good things they had 
with others. They forgot many of God's laws. Ot course the 
world was not ~ happy pl~e theu at all. 

God looked down upon His children and wondered what He migbt 
49 to help them. He had giveu thEm! so many gifts, but they had 
forgotteu all about them. *'My ch114ren have grown very selfish 
and wicked," God said, "but .. Iwill help them. I Will tsend them 

• • • • • • 

1. :Uab~l Fenner: "God's Good Gifts," Christian Life Series, p. 75. 
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op.e more gift, the very bes~ gift from heave.n. I Will send 
thcnn tty only Son, Jesus. He will teach them how to be good 
~4 how to be~ happy.• 

Then God looked a.mong His people to find someone to care 
for H~s little Son. At last He found a dear, sweet woman, 
called Mary, for His mother, and a fine, strong man, named 
Joseph, for His father. God sent an angel to tell Mary about 
the Baby Jesus, who was coming to live With them • 

. It w~s spring time When the angel, brought this wonderful 
•s~age to Jllary. All during the s~r and fall t~, Mary 
WfA.rt very happy thinking a.lx>ut the clear little ba~y, who wa.a 
soon to be with them. Then the winter time e~ and one day 
Jeseph said to Mary, "I have received a. mesnge from the king. 
:ije wishers to co~t the people. You and I ~t go to BethleheJ]l, 
to be counted there." 

. So early the next morning they st.~rtecl. J/Iary rode on their 
dcmkey an<1 Joseph walked 'beside her. There were many others on 
the :r:oad. They, too, were on their way to Bethlehem to be 
coup.ted. It was a long jo1U'f,\ey and meny times Joaeph had to 
stop, in o;r:der that Mary might rest. When they.rea.checl Bethle
h~ at last, the etree.ts were orowded. Joseph hurried to the ~. 
to find a place for them to rest t.ha.t n:ight' bllt every room was 
tf!,lten. Every house was· crowded, too. At last he found a. stable 
l;luilt in a oa.ve. "It will be better than staying out in the 
colcl.," thovght Joseph. So he took some clean, sweet hay and 
J118.de a lled for Mary to reet 11pon. 

That night God sent the Baby Jes~s to Mary aud Joseph. Oh, 
how hiiLPPi they were to have this wonderful Child. They wrapped 
lUI!l ill long pieces of soft linen, ae.lled ~addling clothes. 
They madtl a. little bed for Him in one of the mangers. Then 
~eeling down, they than1ted. God for sending th8Jil this wonder-
ful g~ft. . 

Th~s same night, out on the hills of Bethlehem, t~re were 
shepherd.ca watching their Clheep• SUt\<141tnly a. bright light shone 
:J.n the •ki and the shepherd.a ~re very frig~ened. "Do n,ot be 
afraid," said an angel, •I have cone to bring Y0'!1 a. happy me~
eMe• ~For unto you is born this day in the city of David a. 
Sav~ou;r, which ~s Christ the Lord~ •" 

As the angel :finishe<1 speaking, the heavens op~d and all 
t:tle sB::J1 seemtd filled With bright and beautiful angels~ They 
w~r!=l singms, "Gl,ory to God in the higheat, and on earth, peao~, 
go9d wUl toward men.." 

· Th$11. the srigels went back to heavfilll and, all w~ quiet once 
more.· i'he shepherd.s looked at one another and .. a.iQ., "Let us go 
to Bethlehem and find the Baby of WhOJ!l the angels told, '!1S .• So 
thq lcift their sh~ep and hur:iied over the billa to ]3ethlebem.. 
:ijere they found Mary and Jt>ae~ and t~ little Lord Jesu1,1. As 
t~'Y lo()ked at the be"""tifUl Baby, lYing in the littl' mange:r 
be.(!,., they knew that it was Christ, the Lord. !!!hey lm,elt do'W.Il 
~ tha.l'llted God, because He. had, allowed them to aee His Son. · 
The~ the shepherda went ba.c1t to the hills, and to all the peo
l!le Whom they net, theY' told the wonderfUl story, that they had 
see~ the Ba.bi Jesus. 
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~he sto~y of the Baby Jesus is never without inter~st and 

appeal 1io the primary child. The fe.cs.ts ceQ.t(tring aro'lllld the bi+th are 

both. h12man and divine,, They to~ch the (\e,ep w~lls of the heart snl\ 

cs.reate a feeling of love an.d a~at~ for this little Ba'be of long ago 

who was sent do"Ml to earth by God, His Father. 

From this account of the story the child is made to teel that 

God loves His children and wants to help them although they do Wicked 

things. The best ~ He could help them was to s.en.d His own dear son, 

Jesu•, to live among them that lie might teach. them how to be good and 

how to be happy. Unconsciously the child is led to feel that God is 

a kl;s,d, f('lrgiving ~ather ill spite of the fact that His children are un"'! 

kind en.d selfish. He is not a God of wrath, and anger heaping judgment 

dcmn upon the child•.s helid, but a God of love Who ~s givctn h:\m every"!" 

thing,. The aim is thus re.alise!l in this story in a very definite way. 

In the matter of literary structure there is a question as 

to w~ther or not the introduot ion of this atocy" is too long. However, 

i't! is not witho~t ef~ect. To.o ~ aoc~ts of the birth of Jesus 

~~ly state the ft;cts of His birth without malting o1ear the aim of 

the story as it is intended in the Biblical acco~t. In this case the 

child is giveJ:J. a reason for God's sendil\g His only Son, Jesus, to the 

earth,. Th4;t introdUQtion, though long, is woven in with the rest of the 

story in a w,a.y that makes it a part of the whole. The pri.Jnary child 

ia advanced enough to understand the meaning of selfish and wicked~ 

They are n()t tellnS Which are foreiga to his world. 

The body of the story with its aeries of events is true to 

thct be8t 11 terary style Which is most important as a means of holding 
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~he interest of the child. Then comes the climax. The Child is bor.n 

~~ the tension is released. In conclusion the shepherds come; they 

ltnee.l down a:nd thank God for His Son and go aw.-y to tell other people 

the wonderful story. Tlms the child nay be led. to feel that God really 

has g~ven to the world His best Gift and there is a feel~ of satis-

faction in the thought. 

The a~thn is worked out in smooth flowing English Which cap-

tures the attention and interest of the child. It is not t.oo dif:f'i-

cult. He can underst~d. 

I:u. StllniJla.l'izing the points made coneerning the story of "God's 

Gitt of Jesus, .. it may be said that it is most appropriate for the 

p;-iuary child in creating an. attitude toward God as the Giver of all, 

His best Gift Jesus Christ. 

The content of the story centering around the l1 ttle Baby 

Jesus has its appeal for the primary child. The aim is realized and 

the ideas are worked out in a seriea of well constructed events which 

are pres~nted in dignified yet cl'ar and carefully chosen English. 

6. "Joseph's E;y:rand"l 

The~ were twenty-three stories in the materials examined 

Which centered around Joseph. Eight of these were coooern~ with the 

boy JC)seph i:u. relation to his father. The original story may be found 

in Genesis 37:3, 12-17. 

The Aim: "To teach the child that God is pleased When we 
honor our parents •" 

. . . ~ . . 
1. Primary ChlU'ch School Leaflet, Westminster Series, Unit V9 No. 2. 
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Jacob and his family lived in tents in a dry, hilly coun
try. .Jacob had great !looks of sheep. His sheep ate the grass 
on the .hillsides. They were t~en to springs to get water. At 
night they wel'Et brought back to the sheepfold. 

Jacob had twelve sons. His ten olde!!t sons herdtd the sheep. 
Joseph and Ben~amin stayed at. home to help their father. Jacob 
loved Joseph more than he loved any Of his other sons. He gave 
Joseph.a beautiful coat. 
. One time the ten oldest brot:bers took. the sheep far away. 

They wanted to find 11ew pa~Jture for them. Tht brothers were 
gone for men.y days. Jacob heard nothing from th.. He wanted 
news of them and of their sheep. So he called Joseph to him. 
••Are not your brothers feeding their flockS near Sheche~ he 
a•ed· •come, I will send you to them." 

Joseph got. ready for the trip. Shechern was about fifty 
miles .away, so he had to take food with him. When he was rea.df 
Jacob said, •see if all is well with your brothers and their 
floclts. BriUg me worc1 from them." 

Josepb was proud that his father would trust hUn on such 
an er~. He started on the ~oun1ey with a happy heart. He 
climbed over. many hills before he came to Shechem. But he could 
not find his brothers in Shechem. He looked everywhere for them. 

A man in one of the fields saw him. "For whom are you look.
iJJgf" he asked. 

"For my brothers, who are herding their flocks," answered 
Jospeb. ·"Rave you seen them near Shechem?t• 

"Yes," said the man. ~They were here but have gQne. I 
heard them., say, 'Let us go to Dothal1.' Look for them there." 

Jo11eph was TfJ+Y tired by this time. J>othan was fifteen 
miles .f~ther on. He must have wanted to go baek home. But ·he 
went pn toward Dothan. He climbed many more hills. At last he 
reached DothaJ:L. . He looked around for his brothers and their 
sheep. Tea, there they wereJ He had found them. Joseph telt 
ver.r happy. He had finished the errand on which his father had 
senth~. · 

This story of Joseph is of interest to the primary child 

since it centers around a small boy Who w~s called upon to accomplish 

t:" hard task. The primary child likes to be made to feel that he is 

t:r.usted by parents and friends • He f"ls that he is no longer a baby 

that must have constant care. Therefore, the tact that Joseph was 

~PPY to obey his father is a challenge to the child. 

The content of the story does not lend itself toward a 
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realization of the stated a~ since there is no bearing upon it within 

the sto:ry itself. As the story stands there is no mention of God and 

the p;rimary child would more than likely fail to associate the idf)a ot 

God • s )eing pleased unless ~nt ion were made of HiJn. The thought of 

God • s care over ,To sep]l a8 he trudged over the wea:ry miles in search of 

his brothers is much more evident. 

The structure of the sto:ry is in keeping with the literary 

standaJ:'Cl i~t31Uding introduction, body, climax, Bl'ld conclusion. The 

~cidents are few put sutfioi~tly suggestive to play on the vivid 

~ination of the prima:ry child. 

He caD pi~ure the snall boy Joseph leaving his father's 

house to go on a long, hard journey in search of his brothers. He can 

feel the tired ache in Joseph's body as he walked mile after mile. He 

13an sense his disappointment at not finding the ~rothexsatter such a 

long search. He, too, can rejoice and be glad when the prothers have 

been foun.d, ltJ:1pwing that ,Toe '.Ph has accomplished the taalt Which his 

:father h.ad aslted him to do. 

The diction of the story is not a.s smoot]l a.s it might be; 

the sentences are too short and jetk:J; though this may be improved 

upon iJJ. the telling of the. sto:ry by the use of connectiVf/18• 

~t us now detelllline the suitability of the stQry for the 

primary child in relation to creating an attitude toward God a.s one who 

is pleased wben we obey o~r parents, in the l;gbt of the criteria set 

up in chapte:r two of this study. 

In the first place, the content is within the mental grasp 

of the child since the events related center around the boy Joseph, 
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, ~here is a definite aim but it is not in ~eping With the thought of 

the stor,r. No m~tion is made of God or even ~lied. 

~he litera17 structure of the story is good but the style 

of Presenta:t;ion is poor in that the diction is not smooth end flowing. 

~here is no aesthetic appeal to aid in bringing home a :me;:Jsege to the 

child. 

Therefore, taking into CCilsideration these points that have 

been made concerning the story, it would not be judged Stlitable for 

the primary child in creating an attitude t owari God as one Who is 

pleased when he honors and obeys his parents. 

1 
6. "'!'he Listening Child,Samuel" 

Of the materials examined there were twenty stories center-

ing around the life of Samuel., ~elve of this number re.lated his ex-

perieJJ.ce as a 'boy in the temple. The account to be analyzed is adapted 

from the Biblical story as found in I Samuel 1, 2, 3. 

'1'he Aim: "'l'o teach the child that God answers the prayer 
Of lUs childreu. an,d lte is very nea.J" unto them." 

"THE LISTENING CHILD, t'W1UEJ1' 

There was to be a great festival in the country of Israel, 
All the peoplfl for miles around were going to the tEIXIple to give 
tl'la.nlts to God for His grEtat goodness, and to ask of Him the dear-
est wish of their hearts. · 

Fathers, mothers and children, - every one went and everf 
one was happy, for it was in the ~oyo:us time of the year, When 
the 'birds were singing their sweetest songs and the flowttrs .were 
showing their brightest colors. 

ltalmah, who was making the journey with her husband, had 
JJ.O children to bring With her, and when she saw the happy little 

• • • • • • 

1. Clara Guild and Lillian Poor: The Little Child in the SUnday 
School, The Beacon Series, p. 114. 
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people playing by the roadside she pr~ed with her Whole heart 
th~ G.od would give her a ac:m, the most precio~s gift she de
sired. 

· And God heal'li Hannah's prayer, and sent her a son. Hannah 
wat'J so thank:ful as she held her baby in her arms that she said, 
•As long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord, and his name 
.,hall be Samuel, which means 'asked oi' God.'" 

As the days and months went on Samuel gJ'IW sturdy and strong. 
When he was old enough to leave his home Ra.nna.h toQk him to the 
~emple, tor she ·had promised that he should be given to the Lord 
~ long as he lived, and Eli, the high priest, had need oi' a. 
little boJ to help him take care oi' the temple. 

Hannah loved her little son and was sorry to leave him ~ 
the temple, but she loiew he would be taken care oi' bJ Eli and 
that he would leal'%1 to do w:hat was right. Once a yee:r. she went 
to the temple to worship, and thtm, she brought him a little coat 
Which she had made Wi tl:\ her O"l\11 hands , S!ld told him mn1 things 
about his home, h~s father and his brothers, and Samuel lea.+nect 
to love his people. · 

Eli, too, loved Samuel. It made hiJlll$ppy to have a 'boy 
near 'Who was ready to coPl:l vl.h.~ called and :rea.dy to do whatever 
waa a@ked ot him. · 

All daJ 1o12g Sa.nuel helped Eli to t8ke care of the be~t;i
toq.l telll,Ple. Re learned to open a.nd close the great gate at morn
ing and n~ht., to bring the oil tor the lamp wh~ch l:>u:r;ued day and 
night in the in.ller temple, and at night he slept quite near Eli 
so that he could watch the light. 

0%1ce in the night sa;nuel se$ned to hear soma one call, and 
he JUJD.Ped up quickly and ran to E1i. *'Here am I," said he. And 
EU said, "I d:l.d not call, lie dO\\'ll age.in." So. $3m'llel 18l do'\"ll 
to sleep. .Aeai%1 he heard. the voice an,d again he ra%1 to Eli, sq
ins, "Here em I l" And E:U. said, "I called you Dot , go and lie 
dom." When Se.Ql\lel came to E1i tlle third. time, saying, "Thou 
&'!U'ely didst ()all·~," Eli said, "It must be the voic.e of the 
Lord. If He calls age.in, say, 'Speak, I.Drd., Thy servaD,t hear
ethl11• . 

So Samuel listened., and vl.h.en the voice called again, he 
answe~eci .aa Eli had said. Then the voice told Sanmel many things 
'iVbich might ~appeu to the Israelites in the daJs to CQme, thai; 
Eli's soDs, wh9 w~re wicke4. men, wo~ld never be chosen to take 
care of the temple, tor thef ha.d n91; learned to take care ot 
th-aelv~s. A. l'JJ&ll, wise and good, v.ould be chos~ 'to fill Eli •a 
place. 
· Ss.nuel waited until mqrning ca.me, then arose, opEilec:l the 
great door, tr~d the lamp and did all the taslts Which had 
~en aasjgn,ed. to him as Eli's helper; then he went to Eli and 
told h'Jn, all that the vo~oe _had said to him in the night. 

'.!?he sto~f of the little boy Samuel and the events centering 

around his birth are part icularlf suited to the primary child. The 
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story is an interesting one with its graphic, pictorial qualities and 

ita $Ctiou. ~here is J:lothing unbalanced or UUWholesome in it. ~her~J 

~e a number ot beautiful lessons that mq be learned from it provided 

tl1ey arlit presented as they should be. 

~he aims of the t~tory have been realized in a way that is 

pleasing and satisfying. Ha.mlah prayed with her Whole heart that God 

woul4 give her a little son, the most p~ecious gift she d.esiJ:'~d. God 

answered her prayer. Hannah had promiseQ. that she would give him back 

to God to do service for Him. Then she did and Samuel went to live in 

God's House, the TelJlPle. He waa happy there and C\i4 many helpful 

things for his old friend, Eli. God was near to him an4 spoke to him. 

This oaused. no te~J:' in the heart of Samuel as he listened to God and 

did as he was tol4. 

Although the events of the stoey occur in t,wo different 

pl~ea, they are moulded together into a oneness of thought that makes 

• unified ato:rz With a fitting introduction, body, climax, and conclu

aion. 

The diction of the story is natural and UJ:latrained, in the 

language of the day, excepting for the use of the word.s, "liveth," 

"didat ," "he~th." These it can be seen were used for a purpose in 

keepillg with the thought an,d messag(!l of the story. 

The stOJ:"Y of Samp.el is never witho\lt appeal to the primry 

child.. ~he beauty of the stoey in its simplicity and e~estness 

touches the heart of the child and rray be used to gJ:'eat advantage in 

teaching him great religious truths concerning the true character of 

God. Therefore we may conclude that the story is particularly suited 
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to the prirne.rJ child for creating ~ attitude toward God as One who 

hears the prayers of Ria children and is near lmto thean, since it meets 

the requirements for the story as set up in chapter two Cit this study. 

The content is graded to the interest of the priJDa.I7 child. The defi ... 

nite a~ of the story are worKed out in a aeries of well constructed 

eve~ts. It is a story with a message of truth and beauty. 

c. S1mlne.rJ 

Of' the six stories used most in the primary materials ex&lllined, 

four of them were found to meuure up to the criteria as set up in chap-

ter two to a marked degree. The four stories are~ 

"The Creation Stor~ •• • • . . GEn:Lesis 1:1-2:3 

"The Birth ot Jesus" • • • • • . . . • • lAllte 2:1-10. 
' -

"!he Shepherd Boy' a Song" • • • • . . • • I Samuel 16 

"The Listening Child, SSmle1" • • • • •• I Samuel 1, 2, 3. 
' . 

However, the stories, "A Little Gi:rl Who Took Care of lier Brother" and 
. 

"Joseph's Errand" were found to be lacking in one or two requirements, 

in the absence of definitely realized aims and smooth flowing diction, 

but might be used profitably provided these requirements be net. 

A number of interesting findings come as a result of this 

s~ey of sto:cy materials for the primary child: First, that the 

stories used most by rel~ious educators are Bible stories centering 

around certain outstanding characters; secondly, that the stories used 

moat were used to create the following attitudes toward God5
1 

• • • • • • 
1. Chapter two of this study revealed other attitudes toward God which 

may b.e created for the primary child by the use of stories. Stories 
which create these additional attitudes toward God may be found in 
chapter four of this study. 
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1. God as the Creator of All. 

2. God as the Giver of all. 

3. God as One to be worshiped. 

4. God as One who hears the prayers of His children. 

fhir41y, that the percentag~ of Bible and secular stories used in the 

different aeries O%andned varied considerably. 



OJ:!AP!ER IV 

A SELEC'.l!ION QF STOlUES FOR THE l?RIM.ARY CHILD 

WHICH OBEATE THE DESIRED ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD 



"It takes a Soul 

TQ move a body, - it takes a high souled maA 

To move t~ mas~es, even to a clean~r stye: 

It takes the ideal to blow an inch inside 

The dust of t~ actual: and your Fouriers failed 

Because not poets enough to understand 

That lite develops fromwit~in." 

- Elizabeth Barret :Browning, n,Aur()ra Leigh" 



~IV 

A SEltE<JriON OF STORIES FOR THE PRIM.ARY CHILD 

WlUOH ~E THE DESIRED ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD 

A. I%1troduct ion 

It is the purpo~ of this chapter to make a. selection of 

~ixt7 stories for the primary child which erea.t~ the desired attitude 

towa~ God in accordance with the criteria set up in chapter two of 

this study.1 

In order to gat a representative group of materials from 

whicb, to select th~se ~ttories a number of sources were examined. Let-

tars were sent to thirty-threfl of the leading publication houses in the 

United States requesting info~tion concerning their best collection 

of religious _stories for primary children. Four did not reply. Of the 

r~ining twe~ty-nine, five +sported no religious story materials for 

primary children. It is fropt sources suggested by the other twenty

four publication house~that the stories have b8en selected 1n addition 

to ·o:t-her sources. Librarians at certain. libraries in the City of New 

York were visited for available ma.terials.3 Also the religious educa-

• • • • • • 

1. Of, Appendix III for list of stories with sources. 
2. Of. Append~ II. for list o.f publication hou~~Ss questioned, 
3. The Forty-second Street Public Libra+y, New Yo+k City, 

The Cathedral Branch of the Public Library of New York City, 
Fifty-first Street and Lexington Avtmue. 

The Fortieth Street Bra%1ch of the Public Library of New York City. 
The L,ibrary of The Biblical Seminary in New York, New York City. 
~he Library of Moral and Religious Education, Union Theological 

Semilla.ry, ~ew York City. 
The FQre~Missions Library of the Presbyterian Church u.s.A. 

166 Fitth Avenue, New York City. 
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tion series examined for the study in ohapter three were re-examined 

for stories especially adapted for creating desired attitudes toward 

God even though the story was not among the list of those used most 

by religious educators. 

It is fro.m this representative group of sources that the 

sixty stories including five Bible and five secular stories represent

ing the six attitudes toward God as discovered for the primary child 

in chapter two of this study have been seleoted. Eaoh story has been 

oarefully analyzed as to content and literary teohnique in the light 

of oriteria set up in ohapter two of this study and has therefore been 

illoluded in the list. 

B. A Seleotion of Stories for the Primary Child W'nich 

Create the Desired Attitude Toward God. 

1. A Selection of Stories for the Primary Child Whioh create 

An Attitude Toward God as L9ving Father: 

~· Bible Stories: 

Peter and Cozuelius, Acts 10 

The Boy Jesus at Home, Mark 6:3 

"Sha.rillg the Feast", Nehemiah 8: 1•12 

Thanking the Heavenly Father, II Chronicles 6:1-6 

When the Baby Jesus Came to Church, Matthew 2: 13-21 

b. Secular Stories: 

God's Little Garden, by :t!al'garet Applegarth 

The SUnbonnet Baby, by Margaret Applegarth 

"OU,r Fatbe~, by Blanche Carrier 

"How the Artist Fozsot the Four Colors", by Margaret Applegarth 

"Cotton Tails Slld Other Tales", by Margaret Applegarth 
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~heae stories have been judged suitable for the pr~ child 

in creating ~ a~titude toward God as loving Father under two important 

considerations: First, the content of the stories in relation to the 

primary child, his nature and his needs; second, the literary technique 

of the sto~ies in relation to the child, his nature and his needs. we 

shall first consider the content. 

~he content of the storiell is graded within the experience and 

understanding of the primary child. The incidents and experiences re--

l,ated are such as are of interest to him. They challenge his intellec-

t~al. ability to greater activity. They inspire in him a desire to know 
1 

and. love God. in a greater measure. 

Eaol1 story has a definite ai.J!l, that of creating for the primary 

child an attitude toward God as loving Father. ~he primary child re

SJ>Onds natul'ally to the thought of God as Father. He looks to God as 

One 'Who loves and cares for him at all times, as One 'Who is interested 

in ever1f;hing he does, as One 'Who is sorry When he is bad and pleased. 

when he is good.. SUch aspects of God are presented in these stories 

and a use of them J$y lead to the feeling that God is indeed a loving 

Heave~ly Father.2 

The literary technique of each story is of a h~h quality. 

The •truoture is such as will catch the interest of the child in the 

introduction. The body. the cl~ and the conclusion are made 8$Se1l-

tial parts of the whole, each contributillg a vital part in the fulfill~ 

ment of the stories' purpose. There is the element of suspense that is 

l• Ct. Ante., P• 23. 
2. Cf. Ante., P• 24. 

• • • • • • 
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ot vl,tal importance to the suocess of any story, 1 in such instances as 

the tollowing: In the story of Peter and 'Cornelius, will Peter decide 

to go to Corll.eli..,s or .. not? In the story of .How the Artist Forgot the 

Four Colors, wba.t will the artist do when he awaketl,s to find that he 

has been dreaming that his picture was destroyed? Or will the wise 

committee like the picture after it has been changed? SUCh notes as 

these attract the attenti~n and hold the interest of the child. 

The diction is vivid and expressive, thus giving that sense 

ot reality that only carefUlly well chosen words can give. !!!he language 

is that of a child though p9sae.asing that simple dipity in keeping wit.h 

the spirl,t of the story.2 

There is an appeal abo~t the stories that is deep and lasting, 

beQS.use thef are true to life and a ~saage taken f:rom life is not lack-

1ng in ability to strike a responsive note in the heart of human beings. 

The appeal is made stronger by the wse of beautiful language Which makes 

them a WQI"k of art. 3 

It is in the light Of these tacts that the stories have been 

deeme~ suitable for creating an attitude toward God as loving Father. 

2. A Selection of Stories for the Pri~y Child Which Create an 

Attitude Toward God as Creator of All. 

a. Bible stories: 

"God's Gitt of Day and Night," Genesis 2:4•26 
. . 

"Jesus ShoWing God's Beautiful World," Matthew 26:26•28. 

1. Cf. Ante., P• 31. 
a. ct. Ante., p. 33. 
3. Ct. Ante., P• 33 

• • • • • • 



""' 70 ""' 

~In the BeginninBr Genesis 1, 2. 

"The First Rome," Genesis 1:31. 

~In the Garden of Eden,'' Genesis 1, 2. 

b. Secular Stories: 

~The Easter Lily," by Margaret Eggleston 

~God's Wonderful World," by Aml Clowes 

"Nes&~iul.o," bY Ethel Ill. Patterson 
~ 

"Plum BlossOIIl," by Kabel Fe:rmer 

"The North•rner•s Visit," by Ethel L. Smither 

~t us first take into consideration the content of the 

stories. In selecting this group of stories the intellectual ability 

and interest of the primary child have been kept in mind. The stories 

1 
deal with exp.erienoes and situations with Which be is ~amiliar, such 

as the day and the night, a home, a garden, floy~ers, 'Qirds and other 

lovely creations in God'.s beaut~tul world. Furthermore, each story 

has a very definite a~ in attempting to create ~ attitude toward God 

~ Creator of all. The story without au aim is like a sermon without 

a message. The content of each story selected aids toward the realize.-

tion of the aim decided for the stor,. The tho~ht of God as Creator 

is the dominant note throughout. God is giv- as the answer to the 

child's lll&ZlY que11tions as to the "where,~ the ••bow," and the ·~ of 
"' -

life about him. The child is made to feel that God loves the beautiful 

en.d that true beauty is a manifestation of God Rinlselt. 
2 

In the second place, the literary staQdard of the stories 

has been considere~t. In each case the mechanical structure of the 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. Ante., P• 24. 
2. Cf • Ante., P• 2&. 



atQry mee~a the h~hest requirement for literary form in relation to 

introduction, body, climax and conclusipn. Not only is the structure 

of the highest type but the style ot writing as well. The diction is 

carefully chosen in acoor4 with the understanding and appreciation of 

the pri.mary child. There is an. ~athetic appeal in each story that 

stirs the emotion of the child due both to the be$UtJ of tho~ht and 

e:xpression.1 

Therefore, the stories have been judged suitable for creat-

ing an attitude toward God as Creator of all. 

5. A Selection of stories Which Create an Att~tude Toward God 

as Friend of Little Children. 

a. Bible Stories: 

"!!!he Boy That was Loaned," I Samuel 1, 2. 

"The Ba.aitet on the River :" Exodus 2: 1-10. 

"A BoyW~o Believed .God Could Help Him/' I samuel 17:51·49. 

''David Called, from His Sheep," I Ssmuel 16; 1-13. 

b. se~1ar Stories: 

"Who Cares," byMaxga+et ~1eston 

•JA Boy Who Couldn't Talk;' by Howard Dean French. 

"A Girl of India Who Believed God," by Ethel M. Patte-rson. 

tt.Another Story About Little Trot," -~J Frances w. Danielson. 
<, -~, 

"Waiting for the Answer," py Virginia Greene Millikin. 

• • • • • • 

1. Ct. Ante., p. 33. 
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In selecting this group ot stories for the primary child 

Which create ~ attitude toward God as Friend of little children, the 

two essential factors have been considered; the content and the liter-

ar:{ technique, both in relation to the primary child himself, his 

nature and his needs. 

The content pf the stories has been judged particularly 

suited to the prtmary child ~ecause of its dealing with the familiar, 

in most cases certain outstanding experiences in the life of a little 

child. For example, the little boy Samuel leaves his mother and home. 

This was a hard situation for both mother and child. The primary child 

realizes this fact. He loves his mothe;r and home. Too, J.~cob is 

~raid and lonely when he is far :trom home, bu~ after the 4ream he 

realises that God is ever~ere. J:rrt· orclinexy primarY child is able to 

appreciate sue~ situations as these. The primary chil(.\'s greatest 

social interest is in children of his own age and ~derstanding. As 

well, the cOntent of the stories is cent~red arouud a definite theme 

Which give~ ground for the wor.King out of a definite aim, In this 

ca.se the aim decided for the stories is to create an attitude tomrd. 

God as Friend of little children. This tho~ht is k~t upper.most 

tbroughout the story and the child is ma.de to feel that God is the 

Friend of little children since He loves and cares for them as He did 

little Samuel, 'David or Mosee;. He is made to feel that God is most 

SJDlPS.thetic at all ti.Dits, e;ntering With him in his joys and his sorrows 

and depen,4ing upon him to share in making the world a happy place in 

which to live.l-

• • • • • • 

1. ct. Ante., P• 27. 
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lC)gic~l. ~~qu-ce of ev~ts reveal the sound struc~ure ot the stories. 

1'he int~rest is aroused in the introd'UCtion by the use of such expres

aionEI as, "the:Jl someth~~ happ~ec1," ••a lit'Ue b()y camel! in ".Another 

Story 4,bout; Littl~ Trot.11 Or, "~Y ciet~rJniued to Wi:Jl that prize," in 

"W~iting for ~ A.n~~:r.11 Th~s interest is carried on through to the 

conclusio:Jl wbe:ll Little Trot finds a way t.o help the little stranger and 

Ka.:ry decides that she doean 't care to win the prize after all. The 

stories are neither didactic nor moralizing but they are expres•ed in 

a natura~ ~zmer with words that are ea11Y and Ul3,stra1ne.d such as one 

would use in ordinary speech with Finary children. The style of the 

writing is made even and balanced by the use of repetitions and. con

t~ts Whicll are most valuable in pol'trl!l.Jillg a word picture to the 

prtmary child. T~e stories appeal to the child becauae ot their s~ 

plicity, sincerity and ea.rnes1u1ess ot thought, 1n the challenge. that 

they present to hiJn by leading him to feel that God 1s tru~y the Friend 

of little chil4ren.1 

011 these grounds, !e may conclud.e that the above group of 

stories is particularly adapted to the primary child tor creating ~ 

attitude toward God as Friend of little chil4re:Jl. 

4. A Selection of Stories for the Primary Child Which Create 

aJ1 Attitude To~d God as 011e to be worshipped. 

a. Bible Stories: 

"~iel in the Lion's Den," Daniel 6:16~24. 

• • • • • • 
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-
~Je~us ~His Father!s H9Use,n Mar~ 1:21•28. 

"• 

"Wo:rshi:ppillg Through Giving," II Xing s 12:4-12. 
-
~In~ Fiery~&Qe." Daniel 5 

b.. Se®la:r storiefl: 

'*Hel~'s Pra.ye~ by :U:S.rgaret Egglestop. 

"Row Jf)D.et Spent Her A.lil:owance," by Mar$a.ret Eggleston 

"!l!eki of !l!eapot J:.a4e ," by kn:f Clowes 

~141'1 Tilllft Anr Wllere,'! by Jessie Eleanor Moore 
·- -
"Finding Je>f in Talking With God,~ Anonymous. 

T:be content of these stories ua~s an ~usual appeal to the 

interest of the prilnanr child. The graphic and pictorial account ot 

eventfl tire his ima,g~tion aQ4 prove most valuable in present~ a 
~· 

message to him. ~he co:urage of ~iel in .the face Of difficulties or 

the three boYS in the fiery furnace a:re an inoent iye to great e~ courage 

on the pan of the child to stancl for the right at a.ay cost. As well, 

"Li~tle Ta:lti ot Tee;pot Lane,~ moves the child to turn his thoUghts to 

Got! in ll. voice of praise and thanksgivillg for the fact that he knOWs 

sud loves God and llis Bolr Boo~~ The fac~ that eaoh stonr ~ a veq 

definite aim that is made clear through the content is another fa.vo~ 

a.l>le point in ~udging the group as being suitable !or creating an atti-

.tUcie toward God as One to be worshipped. In realizin.g this aim the 

child is brought into the presence of God by arousing in him a desire 

to look to God his HeB:Venlr Father as One ()f strength and power and 

~eve, One to be reverenced and a.dored in a fJPirit of trru..t worship that 
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1 oOJD,es from an overflowing heart. 

From the literal7 standpoint the stories are of excctptional 

merit. The structure of each is Vlell organized in a natural logical 

sequence of events which makes for clearne!!ls a.nci onene.8s of ·thought. 

There is ep. absence of long descriptions and extraneous conversation 

Which '!:>reek the continuity ot thought and promote a lao}t of interest 

b~ the part of the listener. Simplicity is the ke~Ot$ of the style 

~oth in th~ choice of words and the manner of expression. 

The·deptl:l e>f fe$ling an.ci emotion in the stories e.waltens in 

the prilna17 child a. responsive note of revere:Q.ce, awe and wcnder that 

leads him to realize that God is One to be worshippeci.2 This fact 

in addition to those mentioneci above account for the merit of the 

stories in their ability to create for the primary child en attitude 

towarci God as One to be worshipped. 

6. A Selection of Stories tor the Primary Child Which Create 

8:11 Attitude Toward God as O»e Who Hears the Pra~rs of Little 

Children. 

a.. Bible Stories: 

"Praying for Others," Acts 12:1•17 • 
•. 

IIDavid~s Prayer and the Answer," II 'Sa.mnel 7 
.. 

"T~lking with the Heavenly Jather at Church," II Chronicles 

6:1-21 

"The Shepherd's Song," Psalm 23 

"Hag~ and lsbmael,• Genesis 16:1-16 

• • • • • • 

1. Ct. Ante., P• 29. 
2. Ci'. Ante., P• 33. 
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b. Secular Stories: 

"Kate's Promise," ~y~aret Eggleston 

"Row Prayers Saved Jack," by Howard Dean French 

"~he Piuk Silk Dres1:1 , tt by 14a.rga.ret Eggleston 

·~Heidi' a Prayer," bf Amy Clowes 

~~~~ Lost Children," by Amy Clowes 

~he content of these stories is graded for the primary child. 

The 4t:xperiences and situations related in them are not s.o far r~moved 

from those:) of the primacy child but that he ca11 understand and appre

ci~te the messages that are evident in them. The content of the stories 

lends itself toward the fulfillment of the aim, - to create an attitude 

toward God as One wh9 hears the prayers of little children. The child 

111 made to teel that God is very near and real. He is made to feel 

that God is pleased when he seeks fell~hip With Rim. He is ma.de to 

feel that God is with hipl and watching over him at al~ times au.d places, 

j'U.IJt as He is With David, Paul or Hagar and la~el under such vacyiJ:Jg 

circumstances au.d plaoea as we find them in the stories. ~here is a 

d~~b of sincerity in the stories that t1oes not ·fail to touch the 

spirit\lal nature of the primary child. The effect on his life cannot 

be measured but it is lasting neverthel~ss. 1 

If coment alone had been evaluated in sele9ting this group 

of stories for the primrr child Which cr4tate an attit"P.de toward God 

as One Who hears the p.rayers of little children, that would not have 

b.ee11 sufficient. Therefore, an evaluation has peen made from the stand-

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Ante., P• 28. 
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point of lit9ra.ry t~ohnique in the light of criteria. set up in chapter 

two of this study. ~hen, it JII3,y be said that sound structure is 

oha.raoteristio of the stories along With appropriate diotio~ tU:,pressed 

i~ true literaq form. The appeal of each story rests in the fact of 

its deep personal ~s~age Which is bound in close fellowship with God 

thro\lgh th~J medium of prayer.l With such oharacterist ics as these 

and others ment io~ed above the stories ar• most valuable in creating 

for the primary child an attitude toward God as o~e who hears the 

prayers of little childr~Jn. 

s. A s.tle()tion of Stories for the Primary Child Whioh Create an 

Attitude toward God as Giver ot All. 

a. Bible Stories: 

"OlU' I:Ieav8lllY Father's Love," Luk~J 2:1-:J.O. 

~Iio1V God fook Care of Elijah," I Kings 17: 1-7 
' , 

"The Barrel. of Meal and the Cruse of Oil," I Kings 17: 7 .... 16 
", 

'*God Cares for J4a.l:q Hungry People,'*, Exod'Q.a 1«$: 1-23, 55 

'*A !!~giving Day in CaantQl.'' Deuteron~ 26:1•11 

li'.. Secular Stories: 

"Afa Bibo," ~yMa.rgaret Eggles~on 

"The Bell ~d the Ool'Jl," by Margaret Eggleston 

"The Little Lost Bird," by Margaret Eggleston 

"'To Whom Shall We Give Thanks," bf A:ars Clowes 

"Demetrius," by :~~a.cy Berg 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Ante., p. 50. 
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If a story is to b~ effective in the rel~ious educati9n ot 

the primary child in cr~ating for him 811 attitude tO\Vard God as the 

Giver of all, the content JD.W~t of necessity l;>{J graded within his under

standing and ex_perience.1 Each story in the above list meets that 

qualification in that the events of the difterent storios center around, 

the little Baby Jesus, c~rch, food, a little bird and other little boys 

and girls. Not only is the content gradec\ in keeping with the inter- . 

eats and understanding of the primary child but it is in keeping With 

t~{J determined aim tor the sto~ies as well. That aim, as we have seen, 

is to create an attitude toward God as the Giver of all. The child is 

l:ed' to real izo that evecy good and perfect gift comes from God the 

loving Father but the greatest Gift that He has g ivan to the world is 
/ 

a1s Son Jesus Who~ He s~t into the world as a revelation of Himself.2 

Praise and thanltsgiving are due unto Him for this manifestation of His 

love and goodness. Thus we may judge the content Of the stories as 

being highlJ appropriate for creating en attit'U!ie tO\Va~ God as the 

Giver of all. However, this would not be possible if the events were 

!lOt portrp.yed in the best literary form such as is found in these 

The structure of each stacy is. well balanced and sound. Each 

P@.rt makes a vital contribution to the whole in a ne.uner tllat oatc~s 

and holds. the interest of the child as every good story should. Take 

tor exa.D!Ple the story of "Bow God Took Care of Elijah." In the intro-

l~ Of • .Ante., P• 23. 
2. Of. Ante., ~· 29. 

• • • • • • 
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Q.1'.0tio:u we are given the setting of the story, a moun.tainp~ coun.try 

in which El1~all li,ved where few of the people loved God. As the story 

progresees the events center around Elijah ~ his relations with God 

and, the wicked ptiiOple. The Mfaithful neighbore are left Without food 

811<1 drink While the faitll!Ul Elijah is fed by the ravens. Elijah is 

~OITJ' tor the lM'Ople but he is happy in knowing th~ God lows and oa.res 

for those who love RilU. Thus, the story ends• The style and wording 

fit admirably the thought • atJnOspllere of' the stories. There is a 

strain of simple earnestnees runn.itlg throughout as well as a stirring 

note of sincerity Which brmgs home the message to the child so that he 

really feels that God is the Giver of all that makes life fUll and 
1 

beau1;iful. 

JudgiDg from these taots the stories are tncleeQ. suitable for 

use in the rel~ious education of the primary child ~ creatitlg for h~ 

an attitude toward God as the Giver of all. 

c. 8'amma.ri' 

It was the purpose of this chapter to mate a selection of 

stories for the pr~ child which create the desired attitude toward 

God in accordance With criteria set up in chapter two of this study, 

taking into consideration two vital factors, the content and literary 

technique of stories in relation to the priJJl817 child himself, his 

nature and his needs. In the foregoing cha~ter we have seen that pur

poae accoxnplished in the 1 ist of stories selecteQ. Which create' the 

• • • • • • 
1. Cf. Ante., p. 29. 
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following attitudes toward God: 

1. God as loving Father 

2. God as Creator of all 

3. God as Friend of little children 

4. God as one to be worshipped 

5. God a.s One who bears the prayers of little childr~n 

6. God as the Giver of all. 
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SUMM!Br AND CONCLVSIONS 

fhe purpose of this studs' was to n:eke a selection Of stories 

for the primary child Which create desired attitudes toward God. The 

selection was to be made in accordance with criteria. scientifically 

set up and based upon a st'!Xly of the nature and needs of the child in 

relation to his attitude toward God. 

I:11 chapter one is reported the study of the nature and needs 

of the primary child in relation to his attitude toward God Which was 

made in order to discover the characteristics and needs which would 

necessarily guide one in the selection of the stories. It was found 

that the primary child displqed certain physical, intellectual, voli

tional, emotional, social and spiritual characteristics and needs Which 

necessitate for him stories that are graded to his interests, experi

e:llees and problems, stories that are definite in atm in accord with the 

tzue character of God, stories tbat measure up to the highest literary 

tom in a,t;ucture, in stYle and aestheti() appeal. as revealed in the 

study reported in chapter two. 

In chapter three is reported an analysis and evaluation which 

~~ made of the stories used most by religious educators in attempting 

to create attitudes toward God in the. priJDary chil~ according to the 

.cr~teria of selection previously set up. This study fevealed that the 

'~ories used most by religious educators are ~ible stories centering 

around a comparativelY snall number of outstanding characters and in

cidents. It revealed also that the stories used most were for the pur

pose of creating the following attitudes toward God: GOd as Creator of 
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~11, God as Giver of all, God as One to be worshipped, God as One who 

hears the prayers of His childreJ1• It further revealed that the per~ 

ceJl,tag• of Bible ~d secular stories used in the diffe~ent series ex

amined varied considera'!:>ly. 

~n the conoluding chapter a selection of' stories was made for 

the priJnary child which best create the desired attitude toward God. 

~his a~lectioJ1 was made in accordance with the criteria set up in the 

present study and inoludes storiea which create the following attitudes 

toward God: God as loving Father, God as Orea~or of all, God as One to 

be worshipped, God as One who hears the prayers of' little children, God 

as the Giver of all. 

From this study cert~in conclusions seem evideJl,t. In the 

first pla9e, religious educators mmat ~derstand the nature and needs 

ot the primary child in relation to his attitude toward God if1:hEffex

peot to selept stories that are of' most value to h~. Then- the story, 

to meet these needs, must Jlleasure up to certain criteria with regard to'. 

content end literary te~lm.ique. ~hese will prove of' value to religious 

educators in selecting stories, and will serve a practical as ~11 as 

theoretical p'!lrpose. This was made evident in the applicati01l of the 

criteria in t~e foregoing study. As well, one ma.y inter from the study 

in chapter three that there is a decided lack of' stories in use for the 

prima.ry C)hild which create attitu4es toward God as Father of' all and God 

$.ll Friend of little ch1ldr8ll since the stories used moat did not attempt 

to create these attitudes. 

An outstanding value of this study is the selection of stories 



to~ the primary child Which ~reate the desired atti~ude toward God 

~d should be of service to 8Di one seeking stories in religious 

education. 
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Appendix I 

A CHAm' SHOWING THE PERCENTAGE OF 

~IBLE AND SECULAR STORIES IN RmLA

TION TO NUMBER SURVEYED IN LESSON 

SERIES 
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Appendix II 

PUBLI~ION HOUSES QUESTIONED FOR 

AVAILABlE RELIGIOUS STORIES FOR 

TliE PmMARY OHIL1l 



PUBLICA'!'ION HOUSES 

Abingdon Press, New York, N. Y. 

Allen, Lane & Scott, Philadelphia, Pa. 

A. Knopf, Inc., New York, N. Y. 

Association Press, New York, If. Y. 

American Baptist Publication Society, Philadelphia., Pa.. 

American Book Company, New York, N. Y. 

Baptist Sunday School Board Publication Department, Nashville, Tenn. 

Bobbs-Merrell Company, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Central Publishing Bouse , Cleveland, Ohio. 

Charles Scripner's Sons, New York, N. Y. 

Christian Board of Publication, St. Louis, Mo. 

Do<\d, Mead. and Company, New York, If. Y. 

Doubleday, Doran & Oo. , Garden CitY, N. Y. 

Duffield and Green, New York, N. Y. 

Harcourt Brace & Co., Inc., New York, N. Y • 

Ha.rper & Brothers, New York, N. Y. 

Heidelberg Press, Philadelphia., Pa.. 

Henry Holt & Co., New York, If. Y. 

Boughton Mifflin Co.·~ Boston, Ma.ss. 

Longpl811s, Green & Co., New York, N. Y. 

Lothrop, Lee and Shepard Co. , Boston, Mass. 

Lutheran Book Concern, Ool~bus, Ohio. 

~he Macmillan Co., New York, N. Y. 

Methodist Protestan'f; Book Concern, Baltimore, Md. 

Oxford Press, New York, N. Y. 
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Publication Houses (Continued) 

Publ~shing House ot the Methodist Episcopal Gburch South, 

E'P.shville, 'Penn~ 

Pilgrim Press, :Sos ton, Mass. 

Presbyterian Board of Christian Education, New York, N. Y. 

Presb:rterian Comnittee of Publication, Richmond, va. 

l'leming H. Revell Co. , New York, N. Y. 

Tho~ w. Crowell Co~, 

Will~tt , Clark &: Co. , 

New York, N. Y. 

Chic~o, I 11. 

Woman's Press, New York, N. Y. 
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A SEIBGTION OF STORIES FOR THE PRD.l!BI ORILD 

WHICH CRl"il.ATE THE lBSIRED .A!rTITUDE TOW4JID GOD 
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I. A Selection of Stpries for the Primary Child which Create an 
Attitude Toward God -· 

As Loving Father: 

a. Bible Stories: 

"Peter and Cornelius," Acts 19 
· In Primary Ohurc~_School Leaflets (Unit II - Lesson 7) 

The Westminster Departmental Graded Series, 1931~ 

"The Boy Jesus at Home,•~ LUke 2_:40, 61, 62; Jliark 6:3~ 
In God and His Help~s by Mabel Fenner, p~ 57. 
The United Lutheran Publication House, 
l?hila.delphia, Pa., 192~. 

•Sharing the Feaat," Nehemiah 8:1-12. 
In Working with the Heavenly Father 
~y ~hal L. Smither, p. 82. 
The Graded Press, New York, 1928. 

"Thank~ the He~venly Father," II Chronicles 6:1•6 
In Worlting With the Heaver11Y Father, P• 64. 
The Graded Press, New. York, 1928. 

-"When the Babf Jesus Came to Ohurcb," Matthew 2:'13 ... 21. 
in Working with the Heavenly Father, p. 293 
The Graded Press, New York, ~928. 

b. Secular Stories: 

"God's Little Garde~• 
In Missionary Stories for Little Folks 
byMargaret Applegarth (first series}, P• 164 
George H. Doran Co., New York, 1917. 

"The SUn•l>olUlet Babyt' 
In Missionary Sto~ies for Little Folks 
byM&rgaret Applegarth (first series), p. 174 
George H. Doran Co., NeVi York, 1917. 

a,our Father" 
In .The Kingdom ot Love, by Blanche Carrier, p. 179. 
l)o>qbleday Doran & Co., Inc., New York, 1929. 

"How the Artist Forgot the Four Colors" 
In Missionary Stories for Little Folks (1st series) 
by ~rgaret Applegarth, P• 26. 
George H. Doran Co., New York, 1917. 
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"Cotton Tails a.ud Other Tales" 
I~ Missionar,y Stories for ~ittle Folks (lst series) 
'by Margaret Applegarth, P• 86 
George R. Doran co., New York, 191?. 

II. A Seleotion of Stories for the Primary Child Which Create an 
Attitude Toward God --

As Creator: 

a. Bible Stories: 

"God's Gift of Day and Night," Genesis 2:4•25 
In God • s Good Gifts, by Mabel Fenner, p. 21. 
BoarQ. of Publication of the United Lutheran Church 
ill .-ric~~ Philadelphia, Pa., 1928. 

"Jesus Showing God's Beautiful ·world," Matthew 15, 26, 28. 
In Primary Clluroh School Leat'let~ (Unit IV - lesson 4) 
Wes~minster Departmental Graded Series, 1932. 

"In t~ Beginning," Genesis l:l, 2:2 
In Children's Stories and How to Tell Them 
'by J. Berg Bsenwein and Jla.rietta stoolql,.rd, 
The Rome Correspondence Sohool Pub lis hers, 
Springfield, :Mass, 1919. 

~The First Rome,'' Genesis 1:~1 
In God's Good Gifts, by Mabel: Fenner, P• 20. 
The United Lutheran Publication House, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 1926. 

~In the Garden of Eden," Genesis 1, 2 
In Second Primry BoQk in Religion, 'by Elizabeth Calson, 
The Abingdon Press, New Yo~k, 1922. 

b. Secular Stories: 

"The Easter Lily," (Story of little br~ bulb) 
In Fifty Stories tor the Bedtime Hour, 
bY Margaret Eggleston 
Richard R. ~ith, New York, 1931· 

"Goc1' s Wonderful \Vorld" 
In Seeking the. Beautiful in God's World, p. 129 
by AJ1ly C!owes, 
Richard R. Smith, New York, 1930. 
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~Neea~," (A ~~<ll'Y of Japall) 
In Learning to Know God, by Ethel Jll.. Patter~on, P• 29 
~he.Judson Press, Philadelph,ia, P~., 1929. 

"Plum Blossoms" 
In God • s Good Gifts, by Jll.a.bel Fenner, p. 3'7 
Board of Publication of the United Lutheran Church in 
America, Philadelphia, Pa., 1928. 

"The Northern~ar•s Visit" 
I~ Working with the ~ea.venly Father (Course II - No. 8) 
by Ethel L. Smi thf!tr 
The .. Graded Press, N~ York, 1928. 

III. A S~alection of Stories for the Primary Child which Crea~e an 
Attitude Toward God --

As the Friend of Little Children: 

a. Bible Stories: 

"The Boy that was Loaned," (Samuel} I SSJIUel 1 
In Fifty stories for the.Bedtime Hours 
"y Jliarga.ret Esgleston, P• ea. 
Bicha~d B. Smith, New York, 1931. 

"The BaSket on the :River,'" Exod~s 2:1-10. 
In. Fifty stories for the Bedtime Hour• 
by Jll.argaret Egg1-ton,. P•. 34. 
Richard B.. Smith, New York, 1931. 

"A Boy Who Beli(:rve4 God Would Help Him," I 8aJnUel 17:31~49 
In ~arning to ~ow God, by Ethel Jll. •. Pe-tterson, p. 185. 
The Judson Press, Philadelphia, Pa,, 1929. 

"Jacob end the Angel," Genesis 27, 26 • 
. Ill.Tell Me a True Stoq, by Mary Stewart 
Fleming H. Revell co., New Yo~k, 1909. 

"The Story of Four Boys," Daniel 1 
In Tell Jll.e a. True Stocy, by Mary stewart 
Fleming H, Revell Co., New Y.ork, 1909. 

' . 
t~:~Vid Called from His Sheep," I Samuel 16: 1•13 
· In Primary Church School I.tatl~s (Unit V - Lesson II} 

West.minster Depart~ental Graded Series, 1932. 

1?• secu+ar Stories: 

-who Cares" 
. In Fifty Stories fpr the Bedtime Hours, 

llY Margaret Eggleston, p-. 19 
Richard R. Sl!lith, New York, 1931. 
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"A l39Y Who Oould.n 't Wal~ 
In T~e Lost Crick4ttt, . by Howard Dean FrenC)h, p" 81 
Abi.on Pre~:~s, New York, 1930. . 

"A Girl of India Who Believe~ Goci" 
In Lea:ming to Kn.ow God, b:f Et{lel lll. Patterson, P• 20"1. 
~he_ tl'll.dsou Pre•~, Phila.delpllia., Pa.., 1~29 

·~other Story About Lit~le Trot" 
IJt. Jla~lo"Rr ProgrSil Book, by .tle8ll~atte Perkins and 
i'nulces w. Danielson, P• 129 
~he Pilgrim Press , :Boston, Mass., 1922. 

"Wai1;i;lg for the Answer" 
In The Friendly Light, by Virginia. Greene Millikin, p, 100 

- . The Abingdon Pr~ss, New York, 1929 

IV • A : Selection of stories for the Prilxla.1;:f Ohil d Which Create an 
Attitude Toward, God --

As One to be Worshipeed:· 

a. :Bi~le Stories: 

"Daniel In the Lion•,s ~." Daniel 6:16-24 
In Tellllle a True Story, by 111a.ry Stewart, p, 141. 
lrlellling H. Revell Oo., New York, 1909. 

"Building a House for God • s Worship," Exodus 56 
In Primary Church School. ~aflets . (Unit I ... ~aeon IV) 
Wes~iuster Depe.l:'tJnEn~tal Graded Series, 1931. 

"tlesPB in His ~ather's House," 111~r1t 1:21-28 
. In Ple~!,~ God by Doing Ri~t, by Florence :Brown, p. '11 

The Westminster Press, Phi,ladelphia, Pa.., ~925. 

"Worthiping Through Giving," II Kings 12:4-12 
In God and His Helpers, \ly ~\lel F~er 
The United Lutheran Publication House, Philadelphia., 1926 

"·In the Fiery Fum.a.ce," Daniel 3 
-~ :Bi'ble storie!l Told Again, by How~ R. Gold, p, 72 
Fl~ing H. Revell Co., New York, 1929. 

b. Secular Stories: 

"He1021 'a Pra.yez;" 
In Fitty Stories for the Bedtime Hour 
l;ly lllargar,~t Eggle~Ston, P• 69. 
Rich$rd, R. Smith, New York, 1931. 



- 96 .. 

•How Janet Spent Her Allo~cen 
In_Fifty Stories for Bedtime Hour 
by Margaret Eggles~on. P• 48 
11ioha.l;'d, R. &nith, New York, 193l,. 

•!-i of !JJ(:tapq1! Lane11 

In Seeking the BeautifUl in God•a World, 
l,ly At.rt:f Clowes , p. . 177 _ 
llicha.rcl R. Smith, Inc., New York, 1930. 

".by Time .Any Where", by Jessie Eleanor Moore 
In !he Elementary lla.gazine, F&,'bra.a.I7' 1936, p. 97 
Cinoin~uiti, Ohio. 

"Finding Jor in Talking with God" 
lJ1 '!~e Elernentacy Magaz111e, February 1935, p. 100 
Cincinnati, Ohi~. 

V. A Selection of Stories for the Prima~ Child Wbich Creates an 
Attitude To~ard God ~- · 

As One Who Hears the Prayers.of Little Children: 

a. Bible stories: 

"Praying for Others" Acts 12:1-17 
In Primary Oh'flroh School Leatlets (Unit II - Lttsaon IX} 
Wes1(minster Departmental Graded Series, 1951. 

"DaVid •s PrSler and the .Answ(ir ," II Samuel 7 
In Pleasing God by J>oing Bight, by Florenc.e Brown, P• 90 
The Westminster Preas, Phi:ladelphia, Pa., 1923. 

•Talking With God., the Heavenly Father at Church," 
· II Chronicle.ll 6:1-21 

IJ1 God and His Helpers, by Mabel Fenner, P• 10 
The 'United Lutheran Publication HouS(:t, Philadelphia., 1926. 

8 '!he Shepherd's Song," Psalm 23 
IJ1 81;ories to '!ell to Chil<lren, by Sarah Cone Bryant, p.231. 
!t'he Rought oa Mifflin 0o., New York, 1907. . 

~Hagar and Isbmael,• Genesis 16:1-16. 
In A Second Primu:y Book in Religion, 
by El~za.bethColson,. P• 94. _ 
The Abingdon Press, New York, 1922. 
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b. Secular Stories: 

"Ira t~ 's Promi s~ 
In FiftY Stories for the Bedtime Hour 
by Margaret Eggleston, P• 120. 
Richard R. Smith, New York, 1931. -

"The Pink Silk Dress" 
In Fifty Stories for the Bedtime Hour 
by ~rgaret Eggleston, P• 21. 
lU.ohard R. Smith, New York, 1931. 

"How Prayer Saved J acl.t" 
In The Lost Cricket, by Hov.-ard Dean French, p. 64. 
The Abingdon Preas, New York, 1930. 

"Heidi's Prayer" 
In Seeking the Beautiful in God's World 
by Amy Clowes, P• 186. . 
Richard R. Smith, Inc., New York~ 1930. 

"Th~ Lost Children" 
In Seeking the Beautiful in God's World 
by~ Clowes, P• 183. 
Richard R. Smith, Inc., New York, 1930. 

VI. A Selection of stories for the Primary Child Which Create an 
A~titude Toward God -• 

As the Giver of All: 

•· Bible Stories: 

"Our Reav~nly Father•s Love," lUke 2:l•JO 
ln, LeSfning to KnQ\V, by 'the~ M. Pat~erson, P• 65 
The Judson Press, Philad!lphia, Pa., 1929" 

ttHoYJ God Took ~e o~ Elijah,tt I Kings 17:1-7 
ln Tell Me ~ True StoJ:7, ll¥ Mary St~art, P• 106 
Fleming H. Revell eo., New York, +909. 

•The B~rrel of Meal and the Cruse of Oil," I Kings 17:7-16 
In. Tell Me a True Story, by Mary S~ewart, P• 111 
li'1emi.ng H. Revell Co., New York, 1909. 

"God Cares for Many :Hungry People," Exodus 16:1-23, 36. 
In God and His Helpers, by Mabel Fenner, P• 47. 
The United Lutheral'l Publication House, Philadelphia, Pa. 
1926 
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"The Thanksgiving Day In ~n," Deut. 26:1-11 
In God alld. His HelperSJ, by i4a:pel .Fenner, P• 2'7 
The United LUtheran Publication House, Philadelphia, 1926. 

b. Secular Stories: 

ttJ.fa Bibo" 
In Fif~y Stories for the Bedtime Hour 
by Margaret Egslestpn, P• 113. 
Richard n. Smith, New .York, 1931. 

'"l!he Bell and the Corn'-' 
In. Fifty stories for the Bed,.~ime Hour 
b7 !4a.rga.ret Eggleston, P• 116. 
Richard R. Smith, NeW York, 1931. 

~T~e ~ittle Lost Bird" 
In Fifty Stories fo+ the Bedtime Hour 
by Margaret Eggleston, p. 57. 
Richard R. Smith, New York, 1931. 

11To Whom Shall We Give Thenka" 
I~ Seeking the Beautiful in God's World, 
by .A7:n:f Clowes, P• 127. 

- Bichard R. Smith, Inc., New York, 1930. 

"Demetrius" 
In More Primary Worship Stories, 
by :Mary Berg, p. 89 
Rioha+d R. Smith, Inc., New York,· 1931. 
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BlBLIOGRAl'IIY 

A. Books Concerning the Primary Chilcl 
JU.s Nature anc1 His N~da. 

Arlitt, Ada Hart: Paychol9gy of Infancy and ChildJ1ood, :McGraw Bill 
Comp~J, New York, 1930~ 

Orawtord. , N~ lson A. ) 
and '}: 

Menninger, Karl 
The Heal thJ Minded Child, Cowaz·d Me~, Inc. , 
New York, 1930. 

Fox, H. W.: The Child's Approach to Religion, Richard R. Smith, 
:Wew Yo~, 1930. 

Hartsho~e, HUgh: ChildhoO<l and Character, The Pilgrim Press, Boston, 
~919. 

HalTison, Elimabeiih: A ~udy of Child Nature, Chicago Kindergarten 
College, 1902. 

Morgan, Joln1: Child Psychology, Richard R. Smith, New York, 1931. 

M'Jmlford, Edit~ Read: The. Dawn of ~actEir in the J.Und of the Child, 
· ~ttgn~ans, Green and Company, New York, 1925. 

J4'12tlkres, Alber~a; ~inlarJ Method in the Church ~hool, The Abingdon 
Pfes~, New York, 1930. 

NorsworthJ, Naomi) 
and ) The Psychology of Childhood, The Macmillan Co., 

Whitley, Theodora) New York, 1926. 

O'Shea, M. W.: The Child His Nature and His Needs, The Children's 
F9undation Press, New York, 1924. 

Thomas, Marion: The PrJ,.mary Worker and Won, The Abington Press, 
NeJI York, 1920. 

Weigle, Luther: The Training ot Children in the Christian Family, 
T~ ];'ilgrim ];'ress, Boston, 1.922. 

Weigle, t.uth&r: The Pupil and the Teacher, George H. Doran t::o., 
lfew York, 1911. · 

Whi~leJ, Theodora.: A Study of the Prinary Child, Westminster Press, 
Phi~adelphia,., Pa., 1931. 

Wilson, Dorothy: Child Psychology and Religious Eduoation, 
Doub.leday, Dor8l1 & eo., !lew Yo::k, 1928. 
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B. Books Conceming the R~ligious Educatiop 
Qf the Primary Child. 

Ba~1e1, ~ol;?nt )'or t~ Story Teller, Milton Bradley Col'bpany, 
· · apringfie ld, Mass. , 1913. · 

Betts, George Herbert: Teaching Rel igicm Today, The •bingdon Press, 
. New York, 1934. 

B .. tts, George l!erbert) 
and ) : Method in Teaching Religion, The Abingdon Preas, 

Ha~ho111e~ Marion ) New York, 1925. 

Blashtield, Clara Beers: Worship Training tor Primary Children, 
The Methodist aook Cc:>ncern, New York, 1929. 

B~t, Sarah Cone= How to Tell Stories to Chil4ren, Houghton Mifflin Co., 
New York, 1924. 

~ther, Katherine: Religious Education th:rough Story Telling, 
The Abingdon Preas, New York, 1926. 

Cather, Katherine: story Te11ing, The Cax.ton Press, New Yor.tt, 1921. 

ClOJVea, J:z~Jy; 8eelting the Beautiful in God !s World, Richard R. Smith, Inc., 
New Yo:rk, 3.950. 

Eggleston, Margaret: The Use of the Story in ~ligious Education, 
George l!. Doran Co., New York, :1922. 

ESEmWein, ~ • Berg ) 
~<1- ): 

Stockard, Marietta) 
Children's Stories an<l How to Tell Them, The Home 
Correspondence Sohoql, Springfield, J4ass., 1917. 

Lellis, Hazel L.: The Primary Church School, The Bethany Press, 
st • Louis , M.o. , 1~52. 

May, William: ~il)le Stories and How to Tell Them, Cokespury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn., 1950. 

14'tmltres, Alberta: ~rima.ry Method in the Church School, The Abingdon 
Press, New York, 1950. 

Meyers, Willi~ J .: Teaching Religion, The Westminster Press, 
Phil~elphia, Pa., 1928~ 

Smither, Ethel: Teaching Primaries in the ahurch SChool, The Methodist 
~ook Concel'll, New York, 1930. 

St • .;obn, Edwar<l~ Stories and Story Telling, The Pilgrim Press, 
Bostl)n, 1910. 
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c. l4ateria1· Examined for stories WhiQh Orea~~ 
th.e Desir~ Attitude Toward God. 

1. Lesso~ Series. 

a. Abingdon Series 

Bfiker, Cla~: Every D(:l.y Lesso~s in Religion, 1922. 

Ba1te:r, Ola:ra Belle) 
Baker, E4na, Dean ) The Gold~ Scepter, 1922. 

Co+son, Elizabeth: A Seo~d Primacy Book in Religion, 1922. 

b. Beacon Series 

Do~, Frances.:: Children of the Father, 1916. 

Dodl:nall, Frances; IJ.ving Together, 1915. 

Guild, Clara ) 
and } : The Little Child anc1 the Sunday School, 1918. 

Poo:r, Lilli~) 

Lane, Charles Ol:rs.): First Book of Religi~, 1909. 

o. Christian Life .Course 

li'etme:r, Mabel: God and His Helpers , 192 6. 

Fenner, Mapel: God's Good Gifts, 1928. 

Fenner, :Mabel: 0lU' Homes, Janua.cy, February, M.arch, 1932. 

d. Christian Nurture Series: 

God With M~, Pre 15red by the National Co\U,lcil of Religious 
Edu!)at io~ of the Protestant Episcopal Chur!'lh, 1924. 

Obedience to God, Prepared by the Natio~l Council of Re
ligious Education of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 1924. 

e. Oloselr Graded Series 

Smither, Ethel: Working with the HeavEm,ly Father, 
Primary Stories, Course II, 1928. 

Smither, Ethel: Woi".tting with the Heavenly Father, Course II, 1928. 

Smither, Ethel: Learning to Live as God's Children, 1928. 
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t. Completely Graded Series 

CUtting, Charles (Mrs.}) 
. $Dod · ) : God's Loyal Child.r$!1, 1909. 

Walkley, F~ances ) 

CUtting, Charles (Mrs.)) 
and ): 

Merrett, Cbristobel ) 

g. Constructive Series 

tlham'berlain, Gc:torg~a) 

God the Loving Father and His 
Children, 1929. 

and }: The Child and His World, 19Z6· 
tr:ern, Mary Poet ) 

LcbinSier, El i•abet~: B;ebrew Hone Life, 1926. 

~. Departmental Graded series 

J4ason, Mary 
and ) : Primary Bible Lessons, Oct. 1930 - June 19;U. 

Andere~, Anna) 

1. The Westminster Series 

Brown, Florence~ 

.Browu, Florence: 

God the Loving Father, 1922. 

Ple(t&ing God by Doing Right, 192~ • 

Pri~ Cbnroh School Leaflets, 
Oct. 1931 - Sept. 1982. · 

2. Co1leotions of stories: 

Applegarth, Margaret: Missionary Stories for Little Folks, 
Fir~t Series, George H. Doran Co., New York, 1917. 

Applega~h, l!Eu'garet: Missionary Stories for Little Folks, 
S~cond Series, George H. Doran eo., !lew York, 1917. 

Baikie, James: The Bible Story, The Macmillan Co., New York, 1925. 

Bryant, Sara Cone: How to Tell Stories to Children, Houghton Mif
flin Co., New York, 19.24. 

Bryant, Sara Cone: stories to Tell to Children, Houghton Mifflin 
eo., New lork, 1907. 

Carrier, Blanche: Kingdom of Love, DoUbleday Doran 8; eo., 
. New York, 1927. 
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Clowe~, AmJ; s•eking the Bea~tifUl in Godts World, Doubleday 
, . Do~ &: eo., New York, ],.927. 

Eggle~;S1lO:!l, MarglU'~t: SevEilty Fi~e storifl!a to:r the Worship Hour, 
l)oubleday eoran .& Co., New York, 1929. 

Eggleston, Margaret: FiftY Stories fo:r the Bedtime Hour, 
Richard R. Smith, Inc., New York, 1931• 

EstflWein, J • Berg ) 
and. ): 

Stockard, J4arietta) 
Chi14I'Eil stories and How to Tell Thfl!m, 
~he Home Correspondence School, Springfield, 
Sass!', 1917. 

Gold, Howard R.: Bible Storieq Told Again, Fleming R. Revell Co., 
New Yo:rk, 1929. 
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