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INTRODUCTION 

A. Statement of the Subject 

Since life is never static and since Christian Education 

deals td th human beings who live in an ever changing world, in order 

to be effective Christian Education must adapt itself to changing 

situations in life. The last decade has had its share of new develop-

menta and Christian educators have attempted to keep in step in the 

great mission of the church. One of these men expressed it thus: 

"Nothing quite describes our day as the word change. Ours is a 
\'lorld i'ihere national maps and political designs may be changed 
overnight ••• In the fore\-Tinds of such changing currents, 'I'Te 

of the church possess an instrumentality that can readily be 
adapted to meet such changing needs. Religious education pro­
vides the Christian church with a medium of power that lends it­
self not only to the defense of the Christian cause, but also 
aggressively in behalf of it. Here, indeed, it is a true S'l'rord 
of the Spiri t. 11 1 

Lest this Christian cause lose time and fail to make progress con-

tinually, a plea for "Forward }.farch" is given: 

"Each age has its otm peculiar needs. Surely the great need of 
this age is religion. \'/e need God. V>le need a sense of his 
presence in our lives, a sense of direction,.a source of courage, 
a source of comfort. Christian education has as its basic pur­
pose the bringing of little children and gro'I'Ting boys and girls, 
men and 'l'tomen into vi tal relationship 'I'Ti th God through Jesus Christ. 
In this age, Christian education is desperately needed by indivi­
duals and by the nation. Let us move forward! 11 2 

Thus it is seen that the need remains the same---the need is always God 

in every age, but Christian Education varies some'l'that in the method.s of 

approach it uses in carrying out its basic purpose of bringing individuals 

1. Armstrong, Homer J.: "Religious Education---For Such a Time", 
Vol. 15, Mar., 1959, p. 17. 

2. "Let Us Move Forvmrd! 11
, Vol. 16, May, 1940, p. 9. 
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to God through Jesus Christ. It will therefore be the purpose of this 

thesis to discover the emphases in the field of Christian Education dur­

ing the past decade, as portrayed by Christian educators in the ~­

national Journal of Religious Education, from September 1958 through 

July-August 1948. 

B. Delimitation 

As Christian Education is a field large in scope, covering 

many areas of human experience, no exhaustive investigation could be 

made within the limits of this study, so the trends will of necessity 

be treated in a general manner throughout the thesis. From the wealth 

of material composing the International Journal of Religious Education, 

therefore, only certain topics will be selected for consideration. All 

'1'/0rahip materials, such as planned worship programs, poems, prayers, and 

stories, and special program suggestions, such as plays, pageants, or 

dedication services and music, and all material falling under the head­

ing of equipment or architecture will be omitted. Thus the study will 

be confined to remaining articles and editorials, ivhich constitute the 

bulk of the content of the magazines. 

c. Method of Procedure 

In ord.er to trace the changing emphases, noting the relation 

to the times, the ten-year period will be· divided into three sections 

according to major developments---first, 1958-1941, the three years pre­

ceding the entmnce of the United States into i·rar; next, 1941-1945, the four 

war years; and finally, 1945-1948, the three years of the post-ivar period. 



CHAP~'ER ONE 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN THE PERIOD OF 

PRE-WAH YEARS 



CHAPTER ONE 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN TI:IE PERIOD 
OF 

PRE-VlAR YEARS 

September 1958 to July-August 1941 

A. Introduction 

A preliminary study of the yearly indices included in the 

July-August issue of each year revealed that the follm'ling topics 

vrere included in the International Journal of Religious Education 

during the three year period, 19)8-19La: The Church 1 s Program for 

Children and Young People, under vihich the following sub-topics were 

found: Children's i'Tork, Vacation Church School, vleekday Religious 

Education, Young People 1 s Vlork, and Teaching Methods; The Church1 s 

~vork Among Adults, \'lhich included these sub-topics: Adult i'lork, Home 

and Parent Education, Pastors, Administration, and Leadership Edu-

cation; and Cooperative Work of the church. These appeared consist-

ently throughout, and \'Till be treated in turn. In addition there 

vrere certain topics 'l'lhich appeared in some years and not in others 

vrhich \'fill be placed under the general title 11 Shifting Emphases 11 • 

Under the first two general topics mentioned above there was of 

necessity some overlapping of material in correlation of sub-topics. 

B. Emphases in the Church1 s Progr~ft 
for Children and Young People 

l. Children 1 s \'fork 

There vrere thirty-two articles on children1 s 11ork in 1958-

-5-
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1941, of \•rhich twelve were in 1958-59, fourteen "Vlere in 1959-40, 

and six in 1940-41. There I'Tere four articles on children 1 s "Vtork in 

general, thirteen articles on teaching children, including method 

and content, five articles on Juniors, four on Primary and Nursery, 

and four on children and the church or relations \'lith the pastor. 

The White House conference on children in a democracy, 

held in January 1940, dealt specifically with religion in the life 

of children.l Mary Alice Jones says that in a time >'lhen there are 

crises on ali sides, both in national and international affairs, the 

home and church can give a child a small measure of security by 

creating a sense of fellowship with persons who are themselves calm 

and generous minded at all times.2 The parents 1 part in the child1 s 

learning about God is vital. 

11 Their (children 1 s) spontaneous emotional response to a \'londrous 
creation can be translated by parents into the thought of a 
friendly creative Presence to 'I'Thom they can respond with increas­
ing reverence a.rl.d understanding. 11 3 

But it is tragic that some parents and teachers are confused and 

have never formulated a consistent idea of God.4 

1. 

2. 

). 

4. 

5-

11Until parents themselves have attained a clear apprehension of 
the reality of God and his relevancy to human need it is too 
much to expect that they will give themselves ardently to the 
spiritual direction of their children. 11 5 

. . . . 
Cf. Jones, Mary Alice: 11 \'lhite House Conference on Children11

, 

Vol. 16, April, 1940, p. 12. 
Cf. Jones, Mary Alice: 11 Children and Crises", Vol. 15, Feb., 
1959, p. 10. 
Bone, F. Darcy: 11 Teaching Children to Pray 11 , Vol. 15, Jan., 
1959, P• 16. 
Cf. Jones, Mary Alice: 11 Shall i'le Teach Children Theology? 11 , 

Vol. 16, Jan. 194o, p. 16. 
Bone, F. Darcy: 11 Teaching Children to Pray~ Vol. 15, Jan., 1959, 
p. 17. 
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Teaching methods were found to be varied and several 

improvements were suggested. Bower emphasized the need for the 

children to love and cherish the Bible.l An incentive for memory 

work was found in one church by forming a speech choir.2 

Primaries \'tere reported as discovering new horizons through 

a grocery store device in teaching,) '\'Ihile juniors gained many values 

from nature study4 and one class of juniors studied a unit on labor, 

benefiting much.5 The use of marionettes6, Biblical drama7, and play 

experiences8 were described as effective techniques. 

2. Vacation Church School 
\ 

There were nine articles on the vacation church school in 

19)8-41, of which four were in 19)8-)9, three in 19)9-40, and two in 

1940-41. These articles were on the rural vacation church school, 

on acquiring teachers, on planning the program, on promoting the 

school, and on activities and learning in the program. 

The problem of acquiring an adequate teaching staff faces 

every vacation church school. One church solved it by using mothers 

1. Orf'. Bo\'rer, W. C.: 11i'lhat Do \'le \'I ant Our Children to Yillow About 
the Bible 11

, Vol. 17, Feb., 1941, p. 6. 
2. 11 Learning Memory i'lork11

, Vol. 16, June, 1940, p. 8. 
). Of. Nugent, Harriet \'1.: 11 Stepping Out Bet'\'reen Six and Nine 11 , 

Vol. 16, Sept., 19)9, p. 8. 
4. Of. i'Tarren, Hary s.: 11 Nature Study for Juniors11 , Vol. 16, July, 

1940, p. 1). 
5. Of. Muller, Carolyn E.: 11 Juniors and Labor Problems11

, Vol. 16, 
Oct., 19)9, p. 14. 

6. Of. Spoerl, Dorothy T.: 11 Values in the Use of Marionettes11 , 

Vol. 15, July, 19)9, p. 8. 
7. Of. Blomquist, Mattie C.: 11 How to Use Biblical Drama~ Vol. 16, 

Ivray, 1940, p. 12. 
8. Of. Holmes, Viola M.: 11 Experiences in the Nursery Class", Vol. 15, 

Nov., 19)8, p. 16. 
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'ilho themselves 1-Tere products of the school.l Professionally trained 

teachers temporarily unemployed were found to bring values of high 

tone to several schools.2 College students home on vacation, trained 

in Saturday coaching conferences often proved excellent teachers also.) 

Every church should plan ahead in order to have well-organized schools. 

A rural vacation church school has distinct advantages, with plans 

related to actual situations in country life.4 

Taking candid shots of several schools a photographer was 

able, by the use of slides, to arouse interest of children, enlist 

the support of various societies, help to train workers, and give 

mothers a glimpse of the work.6 

For learning experiences children were reported to have 

made altars, carried on nature projects, written poems, or dramatized 

Bible stories.7 

1. 

2. 

). 

4. 

5. 
/' o. 

7. 
8. 

Allman Massie said concerning rural schools: 

11 There is no agency better equipped, or one i'lhich has done more, 
to lead out in Protestant cooperation than has the vacation 
church school. Perhaps the greatest service it will render the 
communities in rural America is to lead the way in showing how 
denominations can \'lark together even to securing through-the­
year religious leadership. 11 8 

. . . . . . 
Of'. \'larren, Mary S.: "Vacation School--- and You11

, Vol. 15, 
June, 19)9, p. 16. 
Of'. Robbins, Bernice,H.: 11 A Handpicked Staff For Your Vacation 
School 11

, Vol. 16, Jan., 194o, p. 1). 
Of. Wolcott, Dorothea K.: 11 Planning for Vacation Church School 11 , 

Vol. 17, Jan., 1941, p. 6. 
Of. Skinner, M:ary: 11 The Vacation School in a Country Church11 , 

Vol. 17, 'March, 1941, p. 8. 
Of'. McNaughton, Hrs. J .F.: 11 A Community Vacation School11

, Vol. 15, 
March, 19)9, p. 10. 
11 0andid Camera Goes to Vacation Church School11 , Vol. 16, April, 
191+0, P• 16. 
Of. Nourse, Helen I.: uDoing--Learning11

, llol. 16, i1arch, 194o, p. 11. 
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3. Weekday Religious Education 

Ten articles were found under the topic weekday religious 

education in 1938-41, of which two were in 1938-39, three in 1939-40, 

and five in 1940-41. The increase in number of articles with the 

years indicates a growth in this field. There vTere six articles on 

the status or the case for weekday religious education, two on 

learning activities in the program., one on the local church and the 

weekday school, and one on the description of a weekday religious 

education program. in Vlest Virginia. 

Concerning this program, Harrison Elliott said: 

"Protestants have begun to face seriously how religion may be 
reincorporated in the education of their children. It is to 
meet this problem that 1-1eekday religious education is being 
advocated. 11 1 

He stated also that it is necessary to build up a life for children 

in church and home which is educationally sound and definitely 

Christian. Questions raised in school about religion may be further 

discussed at home and church, avoiding \V"rong interpretations.2 

According to Florence Martin the current need was for more vigorous 

promotion of these schools by the churches. Although some have 

criticized the work as having little connection with the church, in 

many cases it has enriched, expanded, and strengthened its progrrun.3 

"From the peginning of the movement the weekday church school has 

1. Elliott, Harrison s.: 11 Are i'leekday Church Schools the Solution? 11 

Vol. 17, Nov., 194o, p. 8. 
2. Of. Ibid., p. 4o. 
3· Of. Martin, Florence: 11 The Local Church and the Weekday Church 

School, Vol. 16, Aj:Ji-il, 194o, p. 13. 
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tried to help the local church in its program. 11 1 

A pastor of a rural church parish in West ¥irginia taught 

three weekday schools in a three point circuit, having an average 

attendance of tvlO hundred and fifty. This resulted in an addition in 

one year 1 s time of many more young people to membership in his church.2 

The effectiveness of the program was considered evident in 

that the children became aware of God in new and challenging ways 

or met him for the first time in weekday schools.3 

4. Young People 1 s \1/ork 

There were thirty-six articles on young people 1 s work in 

1938-41, of vrhich thirteen were in 1938-39, thirteen in 1939-4o, and 

ten in 1940-41. There vrere six articles on work with intermediates, 

five articles on young people and the church, three articles on 

young adults, five articles on youth conferences, camps, and youth in 

the Christian co~~unity, nine on the needs of young people, their 

problems and their learnings, two on youth leadership, one on summer 

service, and five on youth programs or activities. 

Each SQ~er young people met in camps and summer conferences 

to consider their personal problems and programs. Roy McCorkel 

referred to a discipline of spiritual living: 

1. 
2. 
3· 

11 In Christ we have a vision of a nevi' person. There are no priori ties 
here either for the purely personal or the purely social outreach 
of our religion. In my judgment they go hand in hand, prayer, the 

Ibid. 
n'Reaching the Unreached11 , Vol.l7, Nov., 1940, p. 20. 
Of. Levlis, Hazel A.: 11 A Case for the Vleekday Church School11

, Vol. 17, 
Nov.,l940, p. ll. 
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Bible, 11orship, Christian character---all these 1'lill have fresh 
meaning for us if 11e are trying vli th God 1 s he 1 p to reconstruct 
a broken world. Apart from this effort to reconstruct our society, 
our spiritual lives vlill have no soil in vrhich to grow and they 
vdll vlilt and die. But 1·re must keep our personal spiritual 
development in touch with social need or they both will suffer ••• 
the great sins of our times are social sins---they require a 
social remedy. 11 1 

The church in its attempt to remedy, has a great challenge in its 

touch upon the lives of young people. One aspect of this is the 

training of young people for leadership, in vrhich 11ay future young 

people will be guided aright through them. 

One teacher of a class of girls helped her pupils to discover 

for themselves a belief in a transcendent, moral God who is a loving 

Father, through a study of lessons in a creative v1ay, beginning with 

doubts, ending with f'aith.2 

It was pointed out that intermediates should be given a 

share in pla.nning vrorship services. This was done in one case, 

resulting in the realization that many Sunday schools do not plan 

carefully.3 Differing opinions were found on the question of whether 

or not young people should have mixed or separate classes according 

to sex.4 

One author indicated that the most important time for 

training character is before college for many college students lack 

1. McCorkel, Roy M.: 11 The Discipline of Spiritual Liiring11
, Vol. 17, 

June, 1941, pp. 7, 11. 
2. .Of. ~.funro, Vera s.: 11 Learning About God11

, Vol. 16, Jan., 194o, 
p. ll. 

3. Of. Myers, A.J .ltl.: 11 \i'orship Education fOr Intermediates11 , Vol. 15, 
Oct., 1938, p. 10. 

4. 11 Combined or Separate Classes 11
, Vol. 15, l.fay, 1939, p. 9; 11 Mixed 

or Separate Classes11
, Vol. 15, Sept., 1938, p. 8. 
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it.l 

One type of Sunday evening youth program described was 

that called 11University of Life11 •·rhich includes fellmvship, singing, 

worship, and a series of elective study groups. It has paid great 

dividends, having as its U11derlying philosophy that the church can 

and must interpret life at its best and highest to young people 

today.2 

5. Teaching Methods 

The value of activity as a teaching technique "~:Tas considered 

great by Ivan Welty: 

11 The younger generation has a deep and restless craving for 
action ••• Action is the greatest teacher in the i'rorld. People 
learn by doing ••• the best teaching today utilizes this restless 
energy of youth and puts it to useful v,rork. 11 3 

Such projects as notebook work, making model houses, discussions to 

solve problems, work in the community and other activities inspire 

pupils not only to talk about Christianity but to live it in a 

practical for.m.4 In order to motivate teachers to use such methods 

some creative workshops were held at meetings of the International 

Council of Religious Education in 1940, in ivhich a group of adults 

learned by experience the joys of artistic expression through painting 

murals, composing hymns, and organizing choral speech groups.5 

. . . . . . 
1. Cf. Gilliland, A.R.: 11 HOi'f Religious is the College Student? 11

, 

Vol. 15, May, 1939, p. 20. 
2. Cf. Landers, Philip C.: 11 The University of Life11

, Vol. 15, 
Jan., 1939, p. 6. 

3. l'lelty, Ivan: 11 Let 1 s Do Something! 11
, Vol. 17, July, 1941, p. 12. 

4. Of. Ibid., p. 13. 
5. 11 \'le Had Fun!", Parts I and II, Vol. 16, April, 194o, p. 6; May, 

194o, p. 14. 
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Other techniques such as stories, dramatization, time charts, lectures, 

and the discussion group method are also advocated.l A teacher of 

sophomore girls began each session 'lli th a test.2 Grqup vmrk may be 

used in religious education for 

11 
•• One of the functions of the church is to serve the co!!J!!luni ty 
and hot•r better could it serve than by giving leadership and 
facilities to the neighborhood groups otherwise unaffiliated 
idth a church? 11 3 

Teachers should make use of Bible games4, religious 

pictures5, the museum6, and the natural teaching situations of the 

Christmas and Easter seasons.7 

C. Emphases in the Church 1 s Program for Adults 

1. Adult \'fork 

There \'fere fifteen articles on adult \Wrk in 1938-41, of 

which four vrere in 1938-39, eight in 1939-40, and three in 194o-41. 

There were three articles on young adults, t\'i'o articles on leadership 

among adults, six articles on adult education in general, and four on 

class activities or other aspects of the church 1 s work with adults. 

It vras reported that during the pre-i•rar period, the weakest 

link in many programs of Christian education vras young adult \'rork 

1. Of. 11 Teaching the Bible 11
, Vol. 17, Feb., 1941, pp. 8-11; '1'/elty, 

Ivan: 11 The Pack Trails an Idea11 , Vol. 17, June, 1941, p. 10; 
Hyde, Stanley B.: 11

Hot·l to Conduct a Discussion Group11 , Vol. 17, 
Sept., l94o, p. 16. 

2. 11 Home Studyn, Vol. 15, June, 1939, p. 8. 
3· Gould, Helen J.: "Group \'/ork11

, Vol. 16, Harch, 1940, p. 13. 
4. i'i'elty, Ivan: 11 Painless Pedagogyn, Vol. 17, April, 1941, p. 10. 
5· Of. Ibid. 
6. Of. Beeker, Margaret 0.: 11 The Museum--A Neglected Resource", 

Vol. 17, Nov., 1940, p. 18. 
7• "M:aking the Host of Teaching Opportunities", Vol. 17, Jan., 1941, p. 13. 
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and on the basis of this recognized need a young adult movement was 

taking form. New factors in the movement were these: 

1. The separation of young adults from older adults and 
young people into special groupings. 

2. Program planning that seeks to discover and meet their 
needs rather than soliciting their support of the 
church's existing program. 

). Offering them a fuller, more responsible share in the 
control of the church's program and policy. 

4. The movement does not limit itself to the Sunday School 
but covers the wl1ole-church approach to young adults.l 

Christian laymen were needed to face the desperate situation 

regarding millions of children receiving no religious training. 

Christian laymen represented both a field and a force.2 

In order to train adults to lead various church groups, 

adult leadership classes 'I'Tere launched?, adult classes trained their 

own leaders4, or other methods were used. 

Members of one church chose the theme, 11 reconciliation11 , for 

a spiritual objective for the year and the various groups in the 

church plam1ed their courses of study around this theme.5 At another 

church a bibliography of good books for serious reading for adults 

was developed, resulting in many values.6 

1. 

2. 

4: 
5· 

6. 

. . 
Of. Gordon, Oliver B.: "The Ne\'1 Approach to Young Adult \'fork11 , 

Vol. 16, Nov. 1959, p. 8. 
Of. Hedrick, Bayard H.: 11 Christian Laymen--A Field or a Force11 , 

Vol. 16, Oct. 1959, p. 15. 
"Launching an Adult Leaders' Oourse11 !J Vol. 17, March, 1941, p. 16. 
"Adult Class Trains .its 0\m Teachers', Vol. 16, May, 1940, p. 18. 
Of. Armstrong, 1"1. \'1.: 11 The Church Studies Other Groups11 , Vol. 15,. 
Oct., 1958, p. 6. 
Of. Kemp, Charles: "Not Forgetting the Super-Normal11 , Vol. 17, 
IYiarch, 1941, p. 10. 
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Because the need for vitalizing work among adults was 

recognized as great, the United Christian Adult Movement vras organized 

and defined as 11 a voluntary fellol'l'Ship of Christian forces serving the 

field of adult education and united in an international emphases of 

education and action, in personal, social, and world relations. 11 1 

2. Home and Parent Education 

The number of articles on home and parent education in 

1938-41 was thirty-three, of which thirteen were in 1938-39, five in 

1939-40, fifteen in 194o-41. Of these seven articles l'l'ere on Family 

\'leek, family camp or related subjects, three on Christian marriage, 

six on the relation of home and church, eleven on Christian nurture 

in the home, and six on other phases such as parent's groups and the 

family's responsibility in Christian education. 

A elhristian vie'l'r of marriage \'tas set forth as the basis 

for creating a home atmosphere in which there is a positive influence 

in character development. One of the first tasks of the church is 

to help the family to achieve this.2 Various >'rays of accomplishing 

this vtere suggested, such as a church family night?, family camps4, 

and a restudy of the child training program in order to run parallel 

. . . . . . 
1. Vieth, Paul H.: 11 That Dreams rilay Become Deeds 11

, Vol. 15, May, 
1939, p. 8. 

2. Of. "Christian Education Through the Family", Vol. 15, Oct., 1938, 
P• 8. 

). Of. Hendricks, Elizabeth: 11 Family Church Night is Fun", Vol. 15, 
June, 1939, p. ll. 

4. Of. "Vfuat Family Camp Heant", Vol. 17, May, 1941, p. 13; Longman, 
0.\1T.: 11 The Family Camp11

, Vol. 16, Oct., 1939, p. 10. 
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vli th the trends of family life.l Religious education 1.,ras shown to 

have a great opportunity in pre-marital counseling.2 Ways for parents 

to achieve results in development of Christian character were discussed: 

dedicating the home?, planning family vacations with projects4, atten-

ding parent 1 s clubs5, having family prayers and grace at the table, 

and reading the Bible.6 Said one author: 

"America needs nothing so much as the moral and spiritual re­
vitalization of our homes. Home \'IOrship and church worship 
flourish or fail together. 14any happy signs in this countr-.f sho'tt 
that there is a growing realization of these truths.~7 

With this Ralph Cusrunan agreed: 

11 0ne of the vast needs of America is a vride scale adult movement 
that will turn the minds of millions of church members to the 
literature and teaching of the Holy Scriptures ••• ! am sure that 
permanent progress in Christian living and experience can only 
come if the holy habits of regular daily Bible reading and other 
personal devotions are established in our homes. 11 8 

Katharine Lenroot pointed out the fact that democracy looks to the 

fa.m.ily for the \'telfare of its children9, as illustrated in the fourth 

decennial 11 \'lhite House Conference11 on children. 

In choosing a standard for home life parents must realize 

that 11 love is more fundamental than law11 10 in deciding upon levels 

of strictness and guidance. Here Vlood emphasized the importance of 

. . . . . . 
1. Of. 11 The }.fodern Family", Vol. 16, June, 1940, n. 18. 
2. Of. Ibid., p. 11. 
). Of. "Dedicate Your Home 11

, Vol. 17, Hay, 1941, p. 19. 
4. Of. Munro, Harry a.: 11 Family Vacations11

, Vol. 15, July, 1939, p. 12. 
5. Of. 11 Parents 1 Study Groups11

, Vol. 17, June, 1941, p. 12. 
6. Of. Cush.'nan, RalphS.: 11 The Bible in the Homes11 , Yol. 17, Feb., 

1941, p. 12. 
7. Ibid. 
8. Ibid. 
9. Of. Lenroot, Katharine: "Democracy Looks to the Family11 , Vol. 17, 

May, 1941, p. 6. 
10. :Murphy, Lois B.: 11 ~lhat Standard for Your Home Life? 11 , Vol. 15, 

March, 1939, p. 19. 
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11 creating in the home an atmosphere of love for one another and 

3. Pastors 

Articles on pastors in 1938-41 totalled brenty, of \1hich 

five were in 1938-39, seven in 1939-40, and eight in 1940-41. There 

were five articles on children in relation to the pastor and church, 

seven on the general work of the pastor in the church, and eight on 

the pastor 1 s educational \>Tork. 

Pastors who realize that only a family-centered program 

is broad enough and inclusive enough to build and maintain the 

Christian church today were reported as making their parish :program 

family-centered, through the use of the intervie~or, the questionnaire,. 

visitation, and other means.2 

It was held possible for the pastor to be carrying on the 

work of Christian education all the time if he t~kes advantage of 

the educational opportunities in weddings, funerals, christenings, 

and dedications.? In these outstanding events in the history of all 

homes the 1111aster of the higher values11 sets before the faithful 

minister an open door. Religious Education '\'leek i>Tas seen as a time 

of morale-building for church workers which affords the pastor a 

ch~~ce to give extra instructions. Religious education gives a 

valuable contribution to the task of the pastor and has a great in-

. . . . . . 
1. Vlood, Leland Foster: 11 Ten Commandments for Young Parents11

, 

Vol. 17, May, 1941, P• 2. 
2. Cf. Bentz, Richard E.: 11 A Family Centered Parish Program", 

Vol. 17, l<lay, 1941, p. 16. 
3- Cf. Brown, Charles R.: 11 Pastor 1 s Educational Opportunity", Vol. 16, 

Nov., 1939, P• 16, Jan., 1940, P• 14, J:.iarch, 1940, p. 10. 
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fluence on the pastoral function. Since the pastor is responsible for 

the evangelistic emphasis in his educational program he should infuse 

his teachers and· officers with his own enthusiasm, showing them that 

the goal of the church is to bring a living loyalty to Jesus Christ 

in church members.l In his relation to the children of the parish 

the pastor has a unique challenge, whether in rural or city work, to 

make them feel at home in church and to help them to grovl in under-

standing of spiritual matters.~'. 

In swamer time the pastor should remember that a progr~~ 

is needed although many members are away and if they take a vacation 

from church it is probably because the church is taking a vacation 

from them.? 

4. Administration 

There \·rere sixty-seven articles on administration in 19)8-41, 

of 'I'Thich thirty-one ;-;ere in 19.38-39, tvrenty-six in 19.39-40, and 

eleven in 1940-41. Subjects covered iiere the church school and related 

elements, the church's program of religious education, activities and 

projects in the church, adult vmrk, young people 1 s vTork, leadership 

training, the vacation church school staff, and the relation of i'leek-

day and Sunday religious education. 

Good church administrators >·Tere realizing the advantage 

of unification in their program of Christian education for "The nev1 

. . 
1. Of. Pope, Kenneth: 11 Pu.tting the Evangelistic Note into the 

Educational Program11
, Vol. 17, Sept., 194o, p. 12.. 

2.. Of. Thompson, Helen A.: n SUllllller Has Come", Vol. 16, June, 194o, 
p. 9. 
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note that is being struck in the field of Christian education is 

that of unification11 .1 

Some '\"Tays vrere suggested 11hereby the church can make 

adults conscious of the church school, namely, announcements, letters, 

phone calls, parents' parties, service projects, open house, ~Dd 

concentrated publicity.2 One church increased its membership through 

a letter campaign for membership directed at unchurched families.) 

A v.rorkers 1 conference round table ;·ras held in one church 

in vThich all the teachers had been asked to vrri te out their problems 

or questions and at the next J;lleeting a rm .. md table discussion was 

developed which proved very profitable.4 A church school wrote out 

a list of objectives and thus the aims vrere more easily realized as 

objectives vTere clarified.5 

Some churches succeeded in unifying vTorship experience by 

organizing a program for all ages on Sunday morning.6 During the 

summer one church school had the children plan the entire Sunday 

School program, thus arousing interest for all.7 Another experiment 

was to correlate lesson plans with the public school curriculum. 

This v1as found to be most advantageous.8 

l. 

2. 

). 
4. 
5· 
6. 

7-
8. 

Loar, \'Iillis J.: 11 AUnified Program of Education11 , Vol. 15, 
July, 1939, p. 17. 
Cf. 11 Haking Adults Church School Conscious11

, Vol. 15, July, 1939, 
p. 16. 
Cf. 11 A Letter Campaign for I•fembership 11

, Vol. 15, May, 1939, P. 14. 
Cf. 11 \'lorkers' Conference Round Table11

, Vol. 16, July, 194o, p. 10. 
Cf. 11 Church School Tells its Aims 11 , Vol. 16, Feb., 194o, p. 14. 
Cf. McCullough, l1.J.: 11 The Unified Church Service11 , Vol. 16, 
July, 1940, p. 11. 
Of. "Something New for Summer11

, Vol. 15, June, 1939, p. 8. 
Of. 11 Using the School Ourriculum11 , Vol. 17, Oct., 194o, p. 14. 
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5. Leadership Education 

There were t\'l'enty-three articles on leadership education 

in 1938-41, of w~ich seven were in 1938-39, nine in 193&-40, and 

seven in 194o-41. There were three articles on the small church, 

three on summer activities, ten on leadership training organizations 

or classes, and seven on other phases of leadership education in 

general. 

' 
Nina Nelson pointed out the·':need for trained leaders: 

11 0an the difficult and important task of developing \'Tell-rounded 
Christian characters through building up a growing conception of 
God and Jesus, building Christ-like habits ••• be done by untrained 
and unskilled workers? 11 1 

Summer schools for leadership training proved profitable. Another 

way to develop a leadership was suggested by Mr. Head: 

11 The best 1tray to gro\'1' leaders is to strengthen the entire program 
of the local church so when an individual does sho;-r promise of 
leadership ability he will find a favorable religious climate 
in which to grm-1. rr2 

A great need \'/'as found to be that of keeping Sunday School teachers 

"alive in their task11 .3 In one training school an intelligent 

quotient test for Christian education was adopted to quiz leaders on 

certain subjects.4 

One writer suggested as a solution to the problem of turn--

over in the teaching force in small churches more careful selection· 

. . . . . . 
1. Nelson, Nina: 11 i'lhy Go to Summer School? 11 , Vol. 17, April, 1941, 

p •. 6. 
2. Head, Donald \'l.: 11 Gro1tting Leaders11 , Vol. 15, Dec., 1939, p. 9. 
3· };lorton, Ira M.: 11 Keeping Alive in the Task11

, Vol. 16, Sept., 
1939, p. 13. 

4. Of. 11 \'lhat is Your IQ? 11
, Vol. 15, July, 1939, p. 16. 



-21-

of ne\'1 teachers, a variety of approaches to in-service training 

programs, and more professional leadership.l One church formed a 

personnel department '1-rhich was responsible for recruiting, training, 

placing, and supervising leaders.2 A mother testified that the 

richest years of her life came when she made it her avocation to 

take advantage of every training opportunity she could for leader-

ship.) 

Some '\'teekday schools ;-rere opened and teachers trained on 

the job, with mothers or former teachers acting as volunteers to help 

the newly experienced teachers. These helpers became the teachers for 

the next year and in turn they trained other helpers who volunteered.4 

A midweek school of religion in a Texas church cultivated ne'lt leader--

ship.5 

D. Cooperative \'fork 

Ti·renty-five articles l-rere found on cooperative work in 

19)8-41. Subjects included here were: weekday religious education, 

cooperative action through the United Education Advance and the 

World 1 s Sunday School Association, inter-agency cooperation and 

community coordination, and vacation church school on a community basis. 

. . . . 
1. Of. Robbins, Bernice H.: 11 Turnover Among Teachers in Small 

Church Schools11
, Vol. 15, Hay, 1959, p. 16. 

2. Of. Foster, Virgil: nA Personnel Department11 , Vol. 15, Sept., 
19)8, p. 14. 

). Of. 11 I Could Do That Too! 11 Vol. 17, Dec., 194o, p. 19. 
4. Of. Plummer, \'Tinnie: 11 Training Teachers for \'ieekday Church 

Schools11
, Vol. 17, July, 1941, p. 9. 

5. Of. Spencer, Virginia: 111'-'iid-i'leek School of Religion11 , Vol. 15, 
Jan., 1939, p. 8. 
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With an increase in crime there has been a decrease in age 

of criminals. The role of the Christian churches in this situation 

was stressed by those closest to the problem.l It should be working 

with other agencies. 

11 During recent years Protestant leaders have felt a growing 
concern over the relation of the church to other agencies in the 
community ••• The church may \'l'ell humbly take her place among the 
various agencies in the community dedicated to human \'l'elfare and 
community betterment, ever true to her heavenly vision and yet 
fully conscious of the defects that often characterize her rep­
resentatives. It is this concerted effort for the common 
welfare that such defects can be overco~e and the church's full 
and necessary contribution to the community most effectively 
made. 11 2 

Suggestions for next steps along this line in community coordination 

v1ere clarification of the church1 s vie\'1', national conferences of 

many groups, study of projects under vTay, and local experimentation.:? 

An illustration of community coordination v1as seen in a state council 

in action in Illinois. 11 Christian social action in Illinois, as 

undertaken by the denominations in cooperation is comprehensive in 

scope. 11 4 It included an attack on the problems affecting the life of 

the children in the state, through the enlistment of young people as 

volunteer \'mrkers, the cooperation 1tli th statevride volunteer and 

governmental agencies, and a serious attempt to Christianize vocational 

endeavor. Here young people undertook local church. a;n<l community 

. . . . . . 
1. Of. Bartlett, Edward R.: nchristian Education Must Advance! 11 

Vol. 17, Jan., 1941, p. 14. 
2. I'fcK!ibben, Frank H.: 11 Next Steps in Community Coordination11

, 

Vol. 17, Oct., 1940, p. 9, 10. 
). Of. Ibid. 
4. Shike, Charles E.: 11 A State Council in Action11

, Vol. 16, Jan., 
194o, p. 9. 
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tasks ranging from leading junior choirs, conducting hikes, pre-

senting dramas to the guidance of community vacation church schools 

in cities.l Another example of a community cooperative venture was 

a successful attempt to make a Christian Christmas celebration in 

the town of Middleport, New York. This resulted in improved community 

spirit, but there 'tTas evidenced .a greater need for. leadership. 2 

Statements were found indicating th~ achievements of the 

ltlorld 1 s Sunday School Association on its Golden Jubilee, such as: 

11 The Sunday School should be, can be, a.Jid in countless instances is 

today the greatest religious and educational factor in the lives of 

those v1ho attend it. 11 5 

The president of this organization, Mr. Mackintosh, v/'rote: 

11 But never during its fifty years of history has its motto 10hrist 
for the Healing of the Nations' been more sorely needed than today. 
Our task through the Sunday School is to gather the children of 
the \'lorld to Christ and through them to bring healing and peace 
to the nations. But great are the difficulties and obstacles 
which beset our path and great must be our faith and hard must 
be our labor if we are to succeed against all the new and oftimes 
pagan influences that beset the youth of today. 11 4 

In the face of the problem of millions of children and 

young people unreached by our church schools, laymen of the church 

organized a National Protestant Laymen's Commission. Through this 

organization remarkable results in reduction of juvenile delinquency 

11ere achieved. This Commission proved its effectiveness. Inter-

1. 
2. 

3· 
4. 

. . . . . . 
Of. Ibid. 
Of. Stetson, Clifford R.: 11 A Christian Ohristm.as11

, Vol. 15, 
Nov., 1938, p. 19. 
Trumbull, Charles G.: 11 \'/orld 1 s Sunday School Association Jubilee11 , 

Vol. 16, Oct., 1939, p. 20. 
Mackintosh, Harold: 11 Fifty Years Back and Fifty Years Forward11 , 

Vol. 16, Oct., 1939, p. 17. 
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denominational approach and effective cooperation with other character 

building agencies were its emphases. E. Stanley Jones challenged 

the American laymen in this manner: 11 I have felt that we could get 

nowhere in our Christian impact unless there \'Tas an uprising of lay-

men in a concerted action upon the great fundamental problems that 

no\'1 face us'~ 1 

An experiment in community cooperation was the forming of 

a county library containing books which prove helpful to Sunday 

School teachers in the county. These books \'Tare circulated among 

various churches so that all interested were able to take advantage 

of them.2 

Some conventions which were held during these pre-war 

years were the International Convention on Christian Education at 

Columbus, the International Missionary Council Conference at Madras 

in 1938, and the ~lorld Conference of Christian Youth in 1939. Re-

• ferring to the Madras conference Robert Hopkins writes: 11 •• represent-

atives from 70 nations (were present) ••• Most of the churches are 

coming to believe that they can best give direction and promotion to 

religious education as{·they work together. 11 3 

E. Shifting Emphases 

In addition to the regularly recurring topics just dis-

. . . . . . 
1. 11 Laymen Establish Extension Felloi'Tship11

, Vol. 15, Feb., 1939, p. 18. 
2. Of. 11 A County Library11

, Vol. 17, June, 1941, p. 12. 
3· Hopkins, Robert M.: 11 \'lhat Happened in Christian Education at 

Madras? 11
, Vol. 15, April, 1939, p. 12. 



-25-

cussed, the shifting emphases in Christian education during the 

years from 1938 to 1941 were found to include Religious Education 

Week and issues in religious education, missions and world friendship, 

psychiatry, peace education, race relations, social education, 

temperance education, visual education, and rural church. 

1. Religious Education Week and Issues in Religious Education 

There were four articles on Religious Education i'feek and 

seven on issues on religious education. Under the latter topic, 

subjects covered were theology in the church school, new developments 

in psychology, the perilous position of religious education in the 

present day, and the need for a philosophy for Christian education. 

The purpose of Religious Education i'leek \'las set forth: 

to develop in the home, the church, and the community an increasing 

consciousness of the importance of religious education. Amidst 

varying viewpoints concerning theological questions of the day 

Professor Hamilton said this: 

11 •• is it not in times of men's gropings, insecurity, uncertainty, 
doubt, confusion, despair, and earnest seeking that fresh dis­
coveries, new vision, deeper insights and more positive con­
victions come? These perilous timesafford the occasion for ._____~ 

achieving a Christian philosophy of Christian education."l 

2. Missions and t·lorld Friendship 

On the topic of missions and t'i'orld friendship there were six 

articles, of i'lhich five '\'Tere in 1938-39 and one in 1939-40. Subjects 

covered were the relation of Christians and Jews, missionary education, 

• • • • • • 

1. Hamil ton, Samuel L. : 11 \'lanted: A Philosophy for Christian Education11 , 

Vol. 15, Feb., 1939, p. 14. 
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and other related topics. 

Fifty years ago missionary education laid the emphasis upon 

the salvation of souls while today it has added also higher education, 

social service, public health, and rural rehabilitation.l 

3 • Psychiatry 

Seven articles on psychiatry covered such subjects as 

conversion and mental health, work with children, and helping others. 

All these articles v1ere found in 1938-1939. 

In order to help those v1ho seem to be unhappy, fearful, 

and discouraged because they need wise guidance, Christian educators 

were advised to make use of discoveries in the field of psychiatry. 

Those burdened with fear and guilt might find not only release in 

the message of the church but joy and gladness.2 The art of con-

versation was seen as a powerful technique in guidance.? 

4. Peace Education 

Only two articles appeared on peace education, one in 1938-

1939, and one d.n 1939-40. These dealt 1'fith the use of plays in peace 

education and the relation of missionary and peace education. 

Plays, it was suggested, might be used to appeal and impress 

for 11 they are instruments of the moment \'Tai ting for the church to use 

. . . . . . 
1. Of. Tomlinson, Harion D.: 11 Can 1,fissionary and Peace Education be 

Integrated ? 11
, Vol. 15, Nov., 1938, p. 6. 

2. Of. 11 Understanding and Helping Others11 , Vol. 15, Sept., 1938, p. 15. 
3· Of. Holman, Charles T.: 11 How Conversations Help", Vol. 15, 

Nov., 1938, p. 8. 
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them while the crisis is yet in Europe ••• Plays that depict the 

tragedy of war or promote an attitude toward peace are growing in 

number. 11 1 Children might find in dra.ma.tizing the right attitudes 

to'I'Tard war and peace. Although peace education was attempted it 

i-Tas not found effective.2 

5. Race Relations 

In 194o-41 there 'tTas one article on race relations. 

In order to help eliminate racial prejudice from communities 

in the United States one vrriter suggested that Christians remedy 

social abuses, brand as lies many things said untruly about various 

groups, and emphasize the contributions of these groups to our 

civilization.) 

6. Social Education 

On social education there were two articles, both in 1938-

1939, covering the subject of children and crises, and the opportu-

nity of the church in meeting the needs of lonely youth. 

In the realms of child labor, health, temperance, loneliness 

of youth, and other aspects of American life the church, it was urged, 

must face the challenge which confronts it.4 

1. Ehrensperger, Harold A.: 11 0atching the Conscience for Peace", 
Vol. 16, April, 194o, p. 11. 

2. Of. Tomlinson, Harion D.: 11 Can :Missionary and Peace Education be 
Integrated11

, Vol. 15, Nov., 1938, p. 6. 
3· Of. Yard, James M.: 11 Race--Vlhat Do you Mean by Race? 11

, Vol. 16, 
April, 194o, p. 14. 

4. Of. Jones, J.vfary Alice: 11 Children and Crises11
, Vol. 15, Feb., 

1939, p'. 10. 
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7. Temperance Education 

Three articles were found on temperance education, all in 

1940-41, concerning alcohol advertising and temperance education in 

general. 

In the opinion of one writer education for temperance 

might well be conducted in vacation church schools.l Concerning the 

church's responsibility one man said: 

11 In the face of present conditions one of the most important 
tasks of the Christian church is that of temperance education. 
This temperance education must not be something apart or regarded 
as a sort of extra to the church's ordinary 'l'rork. It must be 
simply a part of the general program. of Christian education 
carried on by the church. 11 2 

8. Visual Education 

There were seven articles on visual education in 1938-41, 

of which three \'l'ere in 1939-40, and four in 1940-41. Subjects 

covered were experiments in visual education, use of visual aids by 

the field worker and the state council, projected pictures, and 

teaching with film slides. 

One \·lri ter commented: 

11 While the term 'visual education' includes the old favorites, 
maps and diagrams, flat pictures, stereographs, models, and 
school journeys, the recent emphasis is on the picture which is 
thro'l'm on a screen and can beseen by the whole group at one time. 11 3 '---·" 

The fact \'laS pointed out that they seemed likely to take their place 

among the methods i'lidely used in teaching Christianity. 1-1any churches 

1. 

2. 

Cf. Brooks, Carolyn L.: "Temperance Education 'fhroughout a Oity11 , 

Vol. 16, Feb., 1940, p. 8. 
Coburn, John: "Educating for Temperance", Vol. 16, May, 1940, p. 16. 
11 They Use Projected Pictures", Vol. 16, Jan., 1940, p. 6. 
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discovered their value and also the advisability of making a place 

for visual education in the church budget. 

9. Rural Church 

There were seventeen articles on rural church, of 'l'thich 

eight '\'Tare in 1938-39, five in 1939-4o, and four in 194o-41. Five 

of these articles were on children's work, three on leadership 

education and missionary education, five on general rural church 

vrork in the community, and five on other subjects related to the 

small church in the rural community. 

An open-air Sunday School \•tas only one of the advantages a 

country church might find in its work of Christian education.l It 

was noted that the rural church offers many opportunities for missi-

onary education.2 

F. Summary 

Examination of the contents of the International Journal 

of Religious Education during the years 1938-1941, just preceding 

the outbreak of' \'l'orld Vlar II and the entrance of the United States 

into the conflict, revealed that most space was given to the Ohurch 1 s 

program for adults. Under this topic, in order of relative emphasis, 

the following topics were found stressed: administration, home and 

parent education, leadership education, pastors, and adult work. 

Analysis of the articles dealing 11i th the above shO\ved that 

. . . . . . 
1. Of'. 11 0pen Air Sunday School11 , Vol. 16, Dec., 1939, p. 8. 
2. Of. Dawber, Hark A.: 11 Missionary Education in the Rural Ohurch11

, 

Vol. 15, Hay, 1939, p. 18. 
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there was keen and sustained interest in an evaluation of' and strength­

ening of' the Young Adult program. In the face of' a great need f'or 

religious education of' children in the pre-war years the use of' 

Christian laymen vias stressed as one essential \"lay to alleviate this 

problem. The formation of' the United Christian Adult Movement in­

dicated an ef'f'ort to meet the need f'or a more fruitful and effective 

program of' adult work. Related to the stated need in adult work 

was an emphasis upon the necessity for spiritual revitalization of' 

the home. One means of' accomplishing this was said to be pre-marital 

counseling in the church. Another important way vras reported to be 

that pastors make their parish family-centered and that they take 

advantage of' the 11 home-centered11 ceremonies of' vTeddings, f\merals, 

christenings, and dedications as avenues through which to further 

Christian education. The pastor 1 s relation to the children in the 

parish vtas mentioned as a valuable means of' arousing their allegiance 

to the church. 

Under 11 The Church's Program f'or Children and Young People", 

the topic vThich ranked second in emphasis, the sub-topics most dis­

cussed were found to be the f'ollovTing: yotmg people's 1:10rk, children' a 

work, teaching methods, tveekday religious education, and vacation 

church school. 

In the field of' children's vTork, it was discovered, there 

was an emphasis upon the improvement of' teaching methods and especially 

upon the use of' creative activities by teachers. Both vacation church 

schools and the weekday religious education program were seen to play 

a noteworthy part in Christian education during these years. 
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Acquiring leaders for these two programs constituted a problem. 

Summer camps and conferences in young people's work were also found 

to hold an important place. 

It was evident, furtheruJ.ore, that fon1ard steps in the 

realm of cooperative \'lork \'fare made through several conventions held 

in the pre-war years. Four of these were the International Convention 

on Christian Education held at Columbus, the International Missionary 

Council conference held in Madras, the World Conference of Christian 

Youth, and the World's Sunday School Association Golden Jubilee. The 

formation of the National Protestant Laymen's Commission to attempt 

to reach children and young people untouched by the church school 

was another indicationoO'f an emphasis upon the value of' concerted 

action and cooperative effort. 

An analysis of shifting emphases during 1938-41 revealed 

an emphasis upon nine fields, in which the following points were 

stressed; Visual education was said to be a great potential teaching 

device and was seen to have already been used extensively. The 

importance of favorable race relations, peace education, missions, 

and i'lorld friendship, and social education in the overall objectives 

ofsChristian education was set forth. As discoveries in the field of 

psychiatry might be an asset in the \'fork of the church that subject 

was also included as an emphasis in the year 1938-39. 
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CHAPTER T'1l0 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN THE PERIOD 
OF 

':lAR YEARS 

September 1941 to July-August 1945 

A. Introduction 

As in the first section, the period of \'Tar years, 1941-

1945, according to the yearly indices in the July-August issues, had 

these general topics: Children 1 s \'lork, Vacation Church School, \'leek-

day Religious Education, Young People's Viork, and Teaching Methods 

which 'trere placed under the main topic, The Church 1 s Program for 

Children and Young People; Adult \"fork, Home and Parent Education, 

Pastors, Administration, and Leadership Education v<hich 'IIere placed 

under the main topic, The Church•s Program for Adults; and iooperative 

Vlork v;hich formed a unit in itself. Once e,gain, these topics re.n 

throughout the entire period, while others 'llere found to vary, appear-

ing in some years and not in others. Included among these shifting 

emphases during the war years were: Evangelism, Visual Education, Peace 

Education, \'lorld Order Education, 1,'/ar and Demobilization, Citizenship, 

Race Relations and Inter-faith Relations, !.fissions, 1'-lission to Chris-

tian Teachers, United Christian Education Advance, and Rural Vlork. 

~lthough some of these topics may have appeared in the pre-war years 

clnd also :in the post-war years ahead, they did not appear consistently 

in each year and therefore are not classified in the category of those 

above. These subjects will be considered in the same way as in the 

preceding chapter. 
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B. Emphases in the Church 1 s Program for Children and Young People 

l. Ohildren 1 s Vlork 

There \'fare thirty five articles on Children 1 s \'fork in 1941-

1945, of t>ihich seven >'lere found in 1941-1942, eight in 1942-1945, ten 

in 1945-1944, and ten in 1944-1945. Included in these were tvtelve 

articles on teaching children and on learning on the part of the 

children; f01.1.r articles on the influence of the home on children 1 s 

i·rork; six on church'l'lork in general 'l'lith children, four on community 

\vork and outreach, and eight on the effect of the 'I'Tar on the I'Tork. 

Articles on teaching children covered such topics as story-

telling in camps or playgrounds, the emphasis on interest centers, 

evangelism in teaching children, Bible story hours, teaching the 

Bible through activities, emphasis on creative teaching and pupil 

participation, and the importa.l"lce of the teacher 1 a personal influence 

upon children. Adelaide T. case wrote that children respond to Bible 

stories Nhich become real to them by expressing themselves in creative 

art, prose, poetry, and painting. 

11If and >vhen the Bible takes ita rightful place again in our 
culture we shall have a new flowering of Biblical art and 
drama, and please God, a new society of brothers upon this 
va.st earth. If we can begin by truly enjoying the Bible 
with children and thus opening up for them its own divine 
message we can trust the future to these childrem themselves. 11 1 

A trend toward emphasis upon the teacher 1 s evangelistic task \'tas noted .2 

l. Case, Adelaide Teague: 11Enjoying the Bible with Children", 
Vol. 18, July 1942, p. 17. 

2. Of. Miller, Elsie 1.: 11Are Teachers of Children Evangelists? 11
, 

Vol. 21, Sept. 1944, p. 14. 
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Another emp haai a \'Tas found to be teaching to leranoe to child ran .1 

Articles on the relation of church and home and the influence 

of the home emphasized the vi t:!.'.l importance of home cooperation in 

Chr~atian education. One article dealt with the responsibility of the 

home lhn the prevention of' juvenile delinquency and with the effect tha.t 

religion in the home makes in character moulding. 2 The cburch 1s part in 

a program of home ed.ucation ;.1e.s also included in this connection. !-1ar-

garet Tuck wrote concerning the question whether mothers should stay 

with their young children in the church school.? The ~lue of teachers' 

calling in the homes of their children was pointed out.4 . 

Articles on the church 1s general >'l'ork with children were about 

children~s day, a pastor telling continued stori3s in church, the re-

lation of' the 'rleekday school and the Sunday School, and the need for 

children to be given an active part in the total church program in-

stead of holding an insignificant place. 

Ruth Shriver suggested that the church join l'li th community 

agencies in the effort to meet cluldren 1 s needs in the field of health 

and delinquency.5 Another writer emphasized the role of Christian clubs 

in the co~~nity as an asset in the work of Christian education.6 

Concerning the relation of "VTar to the church's children's 

. . . . . . 
1. Cf. Brown, Jeanette Perkins: 110hildren Learn Tolerance 11

, Vol. 18, 
July, 1942, P• 17. 

2. Of •. Gleason, George: 11It 1 s Up to the Family 11
, Vol. 20, May, 1944, P• 18. 

5· Of. Tuck, Margaret Holley ~ 11Should Mothers Stay with their Children? 11 

Vol. 21, May, 1945, P• 16. 
4. Of. Cole, Caroline: 11 Don 1t Fence Me In1 11 , Vol. 21, Mar., 1945, P• 8. 
5. Of. Shriver, Ruth: 11 0onw.iunity l-~uat Serve ita Ohildren 11

, Vol. 21, 
Sept., 1944, P• 8. 

6. Of. Murphy, Ruth Elizabeth: 11 Let 1 a Have Christian Clubs", Vol. 20., 
Sept., 1945, P• 10. 



work, Mary r.icl'lhirter said. that children's conversation and play reflected 

their awareness of the horrors of war. 1 Efforts to combat the unfavorable 

effects of war upon children were reported. Recognizing the fact that 

the children of the war period would be those in control of society la-

ter, one writer stressed the necessity of continuing educational and. 

recreational facilities and other resources for furthering child de­

velopment.2 Ethel Kawin in an article entitled, 11 Shall Our Children 

Hate?" asked the question also, 1111hat should be the children's attitude 

toward our. enemies? 11 • She pointed out that since child.ren cannot make 

a distinction in their hatreds between an enemy country 1 s view of life 

and the people of the country themselves leaders should discourage ha-

tred in children. As a means to this end she suggested development of 

constructive attitudes, understanding, and helping them to see the war 

issues and to realize why war comes.? Charles Laymon pointed out the 

value of using war as a life situation in teaching children in giving 
......... 

them a chance to learn tolerance, brotherhood, and sympathy of other 

people.4 In war industries areas churches tried to meet the spiritual 

needs of children as well as those of adults, through organizing Sun­

day Schools, vacation schools, and clubs.5 It was noted that most of 

the articles reh.ting to 'l'rar effects were f.ound in 1942-1944. 

. . . . 
1. Cf. Mci'/hirter, Mary Esther: 11For Such a Time as This 11 , Vol. 18, 

Sept., 1941, P• 10. 
2. Cf. Josselyn, Irene Milliken: 11Hoi't Does the V/ar Affect Children? 11

, 

Vol. 18, June, 1942, p. 6. 
5. Cf. Kawin, Ethel: 11Shall Our Children Hate? 11 , Vol. 19, Sept., 1942, P• 14. 
4. Cf. Laymon, Charles M.: 11 Let1 s Use the \'far 11 , Vol. 20, Jan., 1944, p. 9. 
5. Of. Murphy, Ruth ElizaJ!Jeth: 11Remembering the Children", Vol. 19, 

June, 1945, P• 14. 
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2. Vacation Church School 

From 1941-1945 there 'ttere twenty-one artie les on the Vacation 

Church School, of \'fhich there were three in 1941-1942, three in 1942-

1943, ten in 1943-1944, and five in 1944-1945. Included in these were 

six articles on the effect of \'lar upon vacation church school, five on 

acquiring leadership and training leaders, four on promotion, and six 

on the program of vacation church school in general. 

The value of vacation church school in time of war was demon-

strated, according to one article, in a county in California, where in 

1944 there were 103,250 vacation schools established through a united. 

approach by various denominations. Letters of connnendation and a 

statement by the mayor indicated that this program wa.s an outstanding 

achievement toward the war effort.1 Clarice M. Bowman pointed out the 

crucial need for vacation church schools ih 1944 when there were many 

neglected children facing new dangers, new temptations, and free hours 

during the summer.2 

Interdenominational cooperation in the field was stressed in 

the war years, Philip C. Landers writing in 1943: 

1. 

2. 

11 From homes in war industry housing pro~'9cts, trailer camps, slum 
areas of big cities, mountain communities, and streets of average 
United States cities and towns, the children have come this summer 
to vacati2n Bible schools in Protestant churches throughout the 
country."/ 

It was estimated that in 1943 there \'lere 3,000,000 children 

Of. Frasher, Velma: 
Vol. 20, May, 1944, 
Of. Bo\'fman, Clarice 
April, 1944, p. 6. 
Landers, Philip 0.: 
Sept., 1943, p. 17. 

110ur Country has 103,250 in Vacation Schools", 
P• 14. 
M.: "Promoting Your Vacation School", Vol.20, 

11 \Ta.cation Schools Serve in Vlar Time 11
, Vol. 20, 



and young people who attended more than 70,000 vacation church schools, 

a number larger than in any previous year. 1 

Those articles dealing with leadership and training overlap 

with those on the effect of the war upon the program, as it was neces-

sarily>· more difficult to find adequate leadership and to adapt to un-

usual situations. Volunteer leaders called for especially in war hous-

ing co!llillU!li ties \iere 'r'lanted. particularly for those programs where there 

were children without much other ppportunity for religious training. 2 

Eva Baird, in her article, sought to enlist leaders through pointing 

out the joys and privilege of such work, although mentioning also the 

hard. work and responsibility involved.? Types of training given in the 

articles was through institutes, laboratory schools, and weekday classes. 

Promotion of vacation church schools was emphasized through 

the goal of the United Christian Education Advance, for one of the ways 

11 to reach every person with Christian teaching 11 is through having va-

cation church schools in every community, and one pastor had for his 

slogan, 11 A Vacation Church School for every Public School district. 114 

Suggestions for promotion given by Clarice BO\'lman were: posters with 

appeal, personal invitation, pictures and slides, radio annoWlcements,-

newspapers stories and advertisements, house to house calling, and 

phoning.? 

. . . . . . 
1. Of. Murphy, Elizabeth Ruth: 11Vacation Schools in i'lar Time 11 , Vol. 20, 

Mar., 1944, p .. 8. 
2. Of. Hoiland, Richard: 11Release-lend Leaders Needed 11 , Vol. 21, 

April, 1945, p. 11. 
:;. Of. B~t:i:rd, Eva Raw: 11 Thrills of a Vacation School 11 , Vol. 18, 

May, 1942, P• 20. 
4. Of. Hurphy, Elizabeth Ruth: 11A Need. and a Slogan 11 , Vol. 20, April, 

1944, p. 20. 
5. Of. Bowman, Clarice M.: 11Promoting Your Vacation School 11

, Vol. 20, 
April} 1944, P• 6. 
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Various aspects of vacation school programs in general 

were given, such as the following: the uniting of community forces, 

the growth ±n the number of programs through the past fifty years, a 

successfUl Negro vacation school, an experiment in holding the school 

in tents using portable equipment, activities of juniors in vacation 

school, and interfaith and interdenominational mingling of children 

in a vacation school program. 

It was pointed out in one article that the church1 s failure 

to develop vacation church school vtork more rapidly was due largely 

to the fact that church leaders did not include the program as an 

integral part of the v1hole religious education program, but regarded 

it as a side issue. The coming of the war helped the church to 

realize the value and need for the vacation church school.l 

3. Weekday Religious Education 

There were twenty articles on weekday religious.education 

in 1941-45, of which two were in 1941-42, four in 1942-43, eight in 

1943-44, and six in 1944-45. Included in these were four articles 

on teachers and on planning the work, ten on the program itself and 

what has to be taught, six on the status of weekday religious educa­

tion and on its place in the educational program. The increase in 

the number of articles as the years progressed sho111ed the growth of 

the program of weekday religious education. 

The problem of acquiring trained leaders for religious 

. . . . . . 
1. Of. 11 Vacation Schools Are Not Extra11

, Vol. 20, April, 1944, p. 3. 
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education was discussed by Dorothea \'lolcott, who spoke of the country-

wide demand for professionally trained leaders which is not being 

filled. As a reason for this condition she mentioned that young 

people have chosen professions giving greater security, better 

opportunities for advancement, and more recognition of service. 

Adding that the church needs 11 to dignify its teaching work11 she said: 

11 \'lhen adequate support and recognition are given them, \'lorkers 
entering this field of service will appreciate more seriously 
the obligation which they have undertaken and church members 
will a\'la.lcen to their responsibilities to cooperate '\'lith them. 11 1 

The questions whether ministers should teach in weekday religious 

education was discussed by Kearney Kirkby, who pointed out that the 

pastor 1 s training does not usually prepare him for this job and he 

is lLlcely to insert doctrinal interpretation. It had been demonstrated 

that well trained lay teachers with a background of religious ex-

perience were more successful in the long run.2 The use of volunteer 

teachers and the importance of careful advance planning 'I'Tere subjects 

of other articles. 

Articles on the program of \'Teekday religious education were 

about cooperation among religious groups, cooperation \'lith public 

schools, the outreach of weekday religious education to unchurched 

children and church children, and a program in a village church. Re-

ferring to weekday religious education classes as 11 'fhe hope of the 

village church11 Anna L. Gebhard told ho'I'T this program was a success-

. . . . 
1. ~1olcott, Dorothea K.: 11 Hm'f Can \1e Get Trained Leaders?", Vol. 21, 

May, 1945, p. 10. 
2. Of. Kirkby, Kearney: 11 Should IHnisters Teach? 11 Vol. 21, !'fay, 

1945, p. 19. 
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ful means for helping to attain the goals ·b!' Christian education in 

the development of' Christ-like personality and the strengthening 

of' f'ellowship.l 

A wide-spread interest in the program of' weekday religious 

education was seen through numerous questions being asked, such as, 

11 Aren1 t the Sunday schools adequate to do all that is needed?", 

"Should not those who don1 t go to church be first in this program?", 

11 Does it break down separation of' church and state?", 11 \'lhat is the 

program and how old is it? 11
, and 11 \'lhat does it cost a community and 

church and how is the curriculum best developed? 11 2 In 1941 a forum 

on the place of' religion in public education was held in which George 

Ooe said that the churches can help teachers to reduce the reticence 

they have in respect to religion. He pointed out that 11 our religion 

contains the very taproot of' the democratic attitude of' person to 

person".) So the public school should weight itself' on the side of' 

democracy. 

T'VTO questions involved in a week:day religious education 

program \·lere vvhether to use church or school buildings4 and vlhether 

to employ staggered or released time.5 The basic philosophy behind 

1. 

2. 

3· 

4. 

5· 

. . . . . . 
Of'. Gebhard, Anna Laura: "Hope of' the Village Ohurch11

, Yo1. 21, 
March, 1945, ~. 7. 
Gates, Goodrich: 11 What People are Asking 11

, Vol. 18, Feb., 1942, 
p. 13. 
Ooe, George A.: 
1941, p. 4. 

11 Religion in Public Education11 , Yo1. 18, Dec., 

Of'. Seagers, Paul ~1. : 
July, 1945, p. 6. 

11U se Church or School Buildings 11 ? Vol. 21, 

Of'. Gordon, Oliver B.: 
May, 1945, p. 18. 

11 Staggered or Released Time 11
, Vol. 21, 
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the movement \'las reflected in one to>m1 s motive in forming an effective 

program---the belief that religion should have a central influence on 

youth and not be left on the periphery of everyday life.l 

4. Young Feople 1 s Vlork 

There were forty-six articles on young people 1 s work in 

1941-45, of which seven were in 1941-42, eleven in 1942-43, fourteen 

in 1943-44, and fourteen in 1941~-45. Of these eleven were articles 

on subjects related to the United Christian Youth Movement, conventions, 

and conferences, five on race and prejudice questions, nine on the 

church1 .s >'fork '1-lith young people and related factors, t\'telve on acti-

vities, service and programs, and nine on the relation of war to 

young people 1 s work. 

Delegates to a youth convention in 1943 discussed the 

problems of juvenile delinquency, inadequate recreational facilities, 

men and vmmen in the service, and young people in communities un-

reached by the church. Helen Spaulding reporting on it said, 

11 Through all the discussions and addresses ran a conviction that the 

problema facing American Christian youth are the same as those vrhich 

must be settled on a world scale~2 One effective means of helping to 

carry out the theme of the United Christian Youth Movement in 

11 building today for a Christian \'iorld 11 \'las found to be work camps in 

summer~time. The young people at the convention acquired a new 

1. 

2. 

. . . . 
Of. Hiller, 1:/illard A.: 11 How They Finally Learned", Vol. 21, 
Dec., 1944, p. 12. 
Spaulding, Helen: "Youth Face the Future--Unafraid11 , Vol. 20, 
Nov., 1943, p. 10. 
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realization of the need for Bible study, prayer, and dependence upon 

God. In the United Christian Youth Conference of North America one 

purpose was to 11 inspire local, state, and national groups vdth an 

ecumenical spirit operative in meeting needs of youth today. 11 1 

Related to youth conferences and movements were articles 

on race relations. Activities described included: a young people 1 s 

group discussion of prejudices which resulted in their inviting a 

priest and a rabbi to their group to speruc to them, thus increasing 

understanding between faiths;2 another group invited some colored 

young people's groups as guests in order to share experiences between 

denominations, races, and social groups.:? 

Those articles referring to the church and its program for 

youth covered a variety of subjects. An association for training of 
... . ' 

-
recreation leaders met yearly in Pennsylvania, resulting in an improve-

ment qf Christian recreation in many groups.4 Ray Wyland suggested 

that the boy scout program be included as an integral part of the 

local church's youth program.5 Some suggestions for a program for 

the intermediate age and their needs were presented by Mae Sigler.6 

P. R. Hayward reminded parents, teachers, and pastors that their 

. . . . . . 
1. 11 The United Christian Youth Conference of North America11 , Vol. 20, 

March 1944, p. ). 
2. Of. 11 Young People Learn the Facts11

, Vol. 20, Feb., 1944, p. 16. 
3· Of. Birky,_ H. Gordon: 11 We Drei'l' a Oircle 11

, Vol. 20, Jan., 1944, 
p. 10. 

4. Of. Veh, Raymond 1v1.: "Recreation Leaders Learn How11 , Vol. 18, 
Dec., 1941, p. 13. 

5· Of. \'lyland, Ray 0.: "Boy Scouts in the Ohurch11 , Vol. 19, Sept., 
1942, P• 10. 

6. Of. Sigler, l<Iae: "Their Very Own Place in Your Ohurch11 , Vol. 21, 
Nov., 1944, p. 16. 
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young people, with their problems and virtues and characteristics, 

vrere their responsibility in the \'fork of the church.l The need for 

greater vision and effort on the part of youth leaders in the forming 

of well balanced programs for youth was stated. ~10 other needs 

listed were lay adult leaders who are committed to God and community 

programs for youth. 

Articles dealing with activities of several sorts included 

such as a teen-age drama guild, making \•Torship centers, making a 

worship manual, youth caravans, and other activities combining study, 

':lOrship, manual labor, creative vvriting and dramatics, and the 

building of a miniature church by eighth grade boys. 

Host of the articles on the relation of \·Tar to young 

people 1 s i•Tork i1ere in 1942-4). A movement to relocate Japanese 

students under the American Friends 1 Service Conmittee was one 

phase discussed.2 Young people helped in raising and harvesting crops 

for farmers during war year summers. Besides helping in the \'far 

effort this 11ork brought moral, physical, and spiritual values.? 

Clarice H. B0\1man wrote conc~rning the effect ,of the 11ar on young 

people: 

1. 

2. 
). 

4. 

11 The war is hitting the e13.-rly teens. They may not be going off 
to camps or marching in unifor&s. But they are fighting battles 
all their o11rn---many of them on several fronts in their personal, 
everyday living. The tragedy is that so many of them are having 
to fight vrithout sufficient understanding or help from those vtho 
ought to vnderstand a..1'1d help---their P.aren'ts ~ their church 
leaders. 11 4 •• 

. . . . . . 
Of. Hayward, P.R.: 11 These Young People Belong to You11

, Vol. 20, 
April, 1944, p. 14. , 
Of. 11 Japanese Student Relocation", Vol. 19, Oct., 1942, p. 4. 
Of. Herriott, Fran.'!{:\'/.: 11 The Churches and Young Farm Vlorkers11 , 

Vol. 19, May 1943, p. 16. 
Bo\1man, Clarice: 11 The i'lar Hits the Early Teens", Vol. 20, Nov., 
194), p. 1). 



She advocated that parents and church leaders give more attention to 

worship guidance of young people, pointing out that 11 the early teens 

will ••• accept the disciplines of Bible reading and prayer11 .1 

Ruth s. Conant described a program of 11 swing shift rec-

reation11 for vtar industry \'l'orkers who \'Torked on the 11 swing shift11 .2 

Keeping contact with service men and fonrarding home church news to 

them vrhile overseas \'las stressed as important. In a symposium on 

11 Young People After the \'far11 the follO\'Iing principles and directives 

were listed for the church1 s program: 

1. Guide-youth to develop a reas~ned faith of their own. 

2. i'lork on the community scale. 

). Help youth to develop a constnlctive Christian approach 
to citizenship. 

4. Orient youth into the nature of the Christian home. 

5. Focus the mind of youth on service of heroic pro­
portions in the realm of Christian union, not on a 
denominational basis. 

6. Train a new type of adult leadership.) 

5· Teaching Methods 

Articles on teaching methods totalled t\'lenty-six in 1941-45, 

of vrhich nine \tere in 1941-42, seven in 19l~2-4), ten in 194)-44. 

(In 194L~-45 this topic v1as not listed but the reader vras referred to 

adult vrork.) There vrere twelve articles on various methods of 

. . . . . . 
1. Bo>"lman, op. cit., p. 13. 
2. Of. Conant, Ruth s.: 11 S\'ling Shift Recreation11

, Yol. 19, June, 
1943, p. 20. 

). Of. 11 Young People After the i'lar---Symposium11
, Vol. 19, June, 

194), pp. 22-26. 
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teaching and on subject matter involved, seven on the process of 

teaching itself, four on teaching the Bible, two on miscellaneous 

factors, and one on leaders in wartime. 

Methods of teaching included a great variety of possibilities, 

such as: group work and group research; teaching missions through 

pictures, models of churches, race studies, exhibits, reports, and 

collections of flags; the religious use of stamps; panel discussions; 

discussion based upon films; the use and making of maps; pupil 1 s 

questions; and discussions of intercultural problems. Both the 

limitations and apportuni ties of using group v1ork in the Sunday school 

as a method of teaching was discussed by Paul Limbert, who said that 

it is important in this to develop a group consciousness through 

varied informal activities.l 

Articles on the teaching process and technique and on 

related factors dealt with the following subjects: qualities a 

Sunday school teacher should have2; the need for a teacher to realize 

that he himself is the strongest single force in influencing his 

pupils and therefore he should cultivate a keen interest in that in 

which the pupils have interest3; the iillportance of leading children 

into the development of wholesome emotions, in addition to intellectual 

knowledge, so that learning will be more meaningful and realistic4; 

1. 

2. 

;. 
4. 

. . . . . . 
Of. Limbert, Paul M. : 11 Group \'fork in the Church11

, Vol. 18, 
Jan., 1942, p. 6. 
Of. Adams, Agnes L.: 11 Teaching---AnllArt or a Craft?", Vol. 18, 
Dec., 1941, p. 8. 
Of. ~V'elty, Ivan: "Theology and Shrimp \'liggle 11 , Vol. 18, Feb., 1942, 
p. 8. 
Of. Williams, Lillian: "Teaching Them to Feel11 , Vol. 19, Jan., 
1943, P• 10. 
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and 11 Tips for Teacher Evan,gelists11 '\'Thich showed that one 1 s Oi"tn religious 

experience is the basis for evangelistic teaching and therefore his 

beliefs, prayer, and attendance of conventions are vital. 1 

Teaching the Bible through activities, creative Bible study, 

and teaching it through an expanded session in the Junior Depart-

ment were discussed. Francis Grier told of a Junior Department which 

held an extra session during the eleven o'clock church service. 

Reports 'tTere given by the children on Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and other 

Bible characters, research, drama, and games helped the children to 

gain a concept of the Hebrew's idea of God.2 
\ 

The article on 11 Fevrer and Better Leaders in \'lartime11 was 

included under the topic leadership education, and fell in the year 

1941-42. An article on 11 Village Church Studies Peace11 was vrri tten in 

C. Emphases in the Church's Program for Adults 

1. Adult Vlork 

There vtere fifteen articles on adult i"lork in the years 

1941-45, of which five were in 1941-42, three in 1942-43, four in 

1943-44, and three in 1944-l~5. Included in these \'lere three dealing 

\1i th the field of adult education as a i'lhole, four on classes for 

adults and their programs, one on young adults uniting in councils, ~-~",.. 

four on the curriculum or course, one on men 1 s work, and t\'lo on 

• • • • • • t 

1. Of. Chubb, James S.: 11 Tips for Teacher Evangelists11
, Vol. 20, 

July, 1944, p. 13. 
2. Of. Grier, Francis B.: 11 Caravans and Camp Fires11

, Vol. 18, Oct., 
1941, P• 7. 
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certain roles of the church. 

Relating adult work of the church to Christian citizenship, 

Paul Yogt says: 

11 There is no agency other than the radio and the press that is 
doing more than the church in adult education for civic respon­
sibilities ••• Even though the church is falling far short of its 
possibilities it is by far the largest private organized move­
ment devoting a large part of its time to adult interests ••• all 
the factors point to the church as the agency that must lead in 
strengthening the foundations for good and efficient citizenship. 11 1 

Articles on classes and programs in adult education \vere a 

about young married couple's groups2 and members of groups carrying 

out \vhat is learned in classes into service and activities in daily 

life.3 One article dealt i'Tith a group v1hich started out having as 

the main interest recreational programs but later developed Bible 

study, reports, forums, discussions, and vrorship programs. In this 

connection, Bernice Burdick pointed out that young adults must build 

their ovm program and come to feel the need for Bible study rather 

than being forced into it.4 

The young adult movement in Canada was strengthened through 

the uniting of many groups in councils, proving young adult groups 

can become powerful forces in securing action on great social issues 

in the community.5 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4.:> 

• 

5· 

. . . . . . 
Vogt, Paul L.: "The Church's Potential in Adult Education", Vol. 18, 
Feb., 1942, p. 11. 
Of. Callahan, '\'lilliam E.: 
p. 12; cf, Forrest, A.C.: 
Feb., 1943, p. 23. 

11 Fifty-fifty Class11
, Vol. 18, Dec., 1941, 

11 0ur J::Iarried Couples' Group11
, Vol. 19, 

Of. Bodmer, Arthur R.: 
1943, p. 8. 

11 0ut from the Adult Class11
, Vol. 20, Sept., 

Of. Burdick, Bernice Foster: 11 They must ~·Feel the Need 111
, Vol. 18, 

June, 1942, p. 8. 
Of. Bury, Mervin: 11 Young Adults Unite for Action11

, Vol. 21, 
March, 1945, p. 11. 
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Concerning the courses given in adult groups, one article 

told of a group which had a decreasing attendance. The solution was 

found in the offering of new courses as electives and varying them by 

semester, using ne'VT teachers with specialized ski:lls, and other im-

provements.l The problem of adjustment betiveen '\'Teekday and Sunday 

courses in curriculum ivas discussed. It i'l'as stated that churches 

have planned their Sunday program more carefully as a result of the 

presence of weekday religious education.2 

Trends in the organization of men1 s '\'Fork in three denomin-

ations 'Vlere traced: Disciples of Christ, United Lutheran, and Pres-

byterian.? 

In ansi'i'er to the question 11 \'fhat is wrong iii th our present 

program of Adult Education? 11 Mary Steer said that the deepest need 

was for continuous growth. She suggested these principles: work 

toward a minimum of organization; emphasize joint activities for 

men and i'l'omen; consider the need for both study and discussion and 

action projects according to interest groups based on existing 

problems.4 

2. Home and Parent Education 

From 1941-45 there were thirty-four .articles on home and 

. . . . . . 
1. Of. "Increasing Adult Attendance11

, Vol. 18, Feb., 1942, p. 14. 
2. Of. Erb, Bessie P.: 11 1'fhich Course in Religion Vlhen? 11

, Vol. 20, 
July, 1944, p. 8. 

). Of. Parry, i'lilbur C.: 11 Trends in Men's \'lork11 , Vol. 18, July, 
1942, p. 18. 

4. Of. Steer, Mary Amelia: 11 I'-1aking Adult Vlork Vlork11 , Vol. 21, 
Sept., 1944, p. 10. 
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parent eduuation. Of these eight v1ere found in 1941-42, eleven in 

1942-43, ten in 1943-44, and five in 1944-45. There 'l'tere six articles 

on the effect of war upon home and parent education, eleven on Chris-

tian nurture in the home, t1trelve on Christian nurture in the home 

related to or instigated by the church, and five on 11 Fa.m.ily \lleek11
• 

In an article on hm-r the '\'rar affects children, Irene 

Jcbsselyn pointed out the necessity of adults sustaining emotional 

equilibrium in v1ar years, especially, in order to have this quality 

in children.l In 1942-43 there i·Tere tvto articles on the effect of 

war on the home.2 Articles concerned with ;-rorld-order beginning 

at home3, family :f'un:··nights in '\'tar industry areas4, and the church1 s 

service to those left behind in i-rar time5'1'/ere included in 1943-44. 

The United Christian Education Advance i-ras formed under 

the sponsorship of the Federal Council of Churches, the United 

Council of Church Women, and the International Council of Religious 

Education, in order to meet the spiritual needs of Americans during 

the >-rar. Home visitation 'l'tas stressed as the home \'las part of a 

three-fold emphasis, the other t\-ro phases being the church and the 

community. Among other negative influences upon the family as a 

. . . 
1. Of. Josselyn, Irene Milliken: 11 Ho\"/' Does the \•Tar Affect Ohildren? 11 , 

Vol. 18, June, 1942, p. 6. 
2. Of. Bainton, Ruth \1.: 11 0hristian Homes in vlar Time11

, Vol. 19, 
Feb., 1943, p. 16; 11 The vlar Affects the Home 11

, Vol. 19, Dec., 
1942, p. 14. 

3. Cf. Hall, Cameron P.: 11 \1orld Order Begins at Home11
, Vol. 20, 

April, 1944, p. 8. 
4. Of. Lobb, :Margaret E.: 11 Family Fun and Fellm-rship Nights 11

, 

Vol. 20, July, 1944, p. 10. 
5. Of. :.Lep.j:,z; .~Richard E'~":;;,:. 11 The:Oft'esiThey'~Lef:t::.Behind11 , Vol. 20, 

May, 1944, p. 8. 
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unit, war threatens the family through arousing such problems as 

dislocation or families by war industries, war marriages and related 

problems, and the reflection of' '\'Tar horrors in radio, press, and 

movies. Bible reading, prayer, and Christian living in the home 

vtere means by which the Advance sought to meet such liar hazards.l 

Articles on Christian nurture in the home and the church1 s 

part in cooperating to'ttard this end dealt i·Ti th such ideas as these: 

the use of' family council meetings2, observing church nights at home 

i'lith family i'l0rship.3, f'orming Christian Christmas celebrations4, 

and a n School f'or the Family11 held i'leekly f'or six '\'reeks in one church5· 

The place of' National Fa.TUily Week i'las stressed as being important. 

During 1944-46 the theme '\'las nThe Family Explores its Bible 11 and 

churches gave suggestions to families f'or carrying out the theme.6 

.3. Pastors 

There 1'lere eighteen articles on pastors in 1941-45, of' 

which seven \'Tere in 1941-42, none in 1942-43, (The reader is referred 

1. 
2. 

3· 

4. 

5· 

6. 

. . . . . . 
Of'. 11 Home Visitation", Vol. 20, Sept., 194.3, p. 16. 
Of'. )'/iem.an, Regina \'/estcott: 11 The Home Builds i'lider Fell01·rship11 , 

Vol. 18, Ja..'1., 1942, p. 11; Heron, Fra..nces Dunlap: 11 Pop, You 1re 
\'lrong11

, Vol. 21, Hay, 1945, p. l~. 
Of'. 11 Church at Home 11

, Vol. 18, Nov., 1941, p. 17; cr. 11 0hurch 
Night at Home 11

, Vol. 19, April, 1943, p. 16. 
Of', M!lnro, Harry C.: 11 A Christian Christmas in our Homesn, Vol. 20, 
Dec., 1943., p. 14; 11 0hristmas Vlorship in the Home 11

, Vol. 19, Dec., 
1942, p. 7; Hutton, Edna Rait: 11 Resources f'or Christmas in the 
Hom.e 11

, Vol. 20, Dec., 194.3, p. 6. 
Of'. Schmidt, J.P.: nFinding and Heeting Fam.ilv Needs 11 , Vol. 20, 

~ " Dec., 19.3, p. 12. 
Of'. 11 \'lhy Family \'l'eek? 11

, Vol. 20, April, 19l~4, p. 20; Sheridan, 
Harold and Alma: 11 The Family Reads the Bible 11 , Vol. 21, April, 
1945, ·P• 14; "National Family \'lee~ Ina·ugurated 11 , Vol. 19, March, 
194.3, p. 4. 
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to Administration and Supervision.), six in 1943-'+4, and rive in 

1944-45. These included three articles concerning the pastor's 

personal functions, two on the church and children, two on the relation 

or l·rar to the church, six on the general \·tork or the church, and 

five on miscellaneous subjects. 

One responsibility or a pastor, as stated by Fred Willkens, 

is training leaders in the church. He indicated that it is a mistak:e 

to leave most of the educational progrma to lay workers; that instead 

the pastor should be the one '\'tho constantly keeps before his lay 

leaders the goals and spiritual attitudes necessa:ry-.1 Another 

'\'Triter suggested that educational method should be put into the 

pulpit ministry for 11 '\'te need a ne'\'1 definition or the pastor's re-

sponsibilities and method in preaching, educational supervision, 

and organization and ri tual11 .2 Leading a communicant's class \'las 

discussed in a third article on the pastor's personal responsibilities.) 

Concerning the children's place in the church program, 

Philip Jones said that too long adults have fashioned a fellowship 

to suit their O'I'Tn tastes and to meet .their ovm needs, but that recently 

ministers have been thi~~ing or the religious experience or the young. 

11 Church officers see nov1 as they have never seen before the 
opportunity and necessity or providing adequate training in 
church'llanship or the right kind for those 1-rho 11ill later take 
their places as Christian parents, teachers or religion, and 

. . . . . . 
l. Of. Vlillkens, Fred H.: 11 Training Leaders a Responsibility of the 

Pastor11 , Vol. 20, July, 1944, p. 7. 
2. I.Iunro, Harry C.: 11 The Preacher-Teacher11

, Vol. 21, Feb., 1945, p. 12. 
). Of. England, Herbert K.: "The Pastor's Communicants Class", 

Vol. 21, Jan. 1945, p. 14. 
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leaders in the service of' Christ and mankind. 11 1 

The ef'f'ect of' v1ar upon the 1-rork of' the pastor '\'las discussed 

by Richard Lentz, vllw said that 11 war jeopardizes nearly every major 

interest of' the church, home and congregation" but that it also 

helped to open the way to further service too. He said, too, that 

the church, in order to help those f'runilies distressed by war, must 

plan her service realistically and in line with the situation, and 

he gave suggestions \vhereby the church could meet specific needs.2 

Concerning demobilization, Chamberlin declared, 11 It is only realism 

to recognize that America f'aces her most serious crisis, not in the 

'.var period, but ·in the period of' transition f'rom war to peace. 11 3 

He urged the church to begin in the present to prepare f'or the coming 

days of' testing in \·Thich she v10uld be tested even more severely than 

during war. 

Articles on the general program of' the church covered sub-

jects such as a counseling program, the need f'or enriching the per-

sonal spiritual lif'e through various ways of' guiding young people 

in definite f'on-rard steps, using the power of' small groups, using 

the public services of' the church, and the encouragement of' continuous 

growth. To suggest ways to make the ministry of' the church more 

personal, Roy Burld1art told of' a pastor ;..rho organized -v10rking com-

mittees on prayer, personal adjustment problems, and job placement 

. . . . . . 
1. Jones, Philip Covrell: nThe Church Belongs to Children, Too 11 , 

Vol. 18, Feb., 1942, p. 6. 
2. Of'. Lentz, Richard E.: 11 The Ones They Lef't Behind11 , Vol. 20, 

May, 191~4, p. 8. 
). Chamberlin, J. Gordon: 11 As the l'Ien Come Back f'rom ·war11 , Vol. 20, 

}il:ay, 1944, p. 6. 
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through l"Ihich those having specific needs \'Jere reached individually .1 

In 1941 religious educators faced the problem of how to enlist the 

interest and abilities of laymen. J. Russell Throckmorton urged 

church leaders to bring laymen face to face \'lith the need for their 

services in order to motivate them to enter projects of the church 

l'lork.2 

Other articles told of various programs and activities 

such as a parent-teacher night3, a talent fund project to raise 

money for church debts4, and holding a Je\vish passover in a Oong-

regational church for the purpose of furthering inter-faith under-

standing.5 

It \'las noted that the articles having to do \'lith the war 

\'lere found in 1942-43. 

4. Administration 

There \'lere forty-four articles on administration in 1941-45, 

of which eleven \'Tere in 1941-42, eight in 1942-43, eight in 1943-44, 

and seventeen in 1944-45. Among these were twelve articles on 

church school, superintendents, and teaching; seven on other elements 

in the church 1 s educational program; four on relation to the home; 

._ . 
1. ~urkhart, Roy A.: 11 Personal Hinistry in the Ohurch11 

Vol. 18, June, 1942, p. 18. 
2. Throckmorton, J •. Russel: 11 Seeing It Through 1·Ti th Laymen11 

Vol. 18, Oct., 1941, p. 18 
3. Sessions, Jr., \Vill A.: 11 It Takes Us All to Make the Church11 

Vol. 18, Jan., 1942, p. 17 
4. Of. 11 Talent Fund Project11

, Vol. 18, Sept. 1941, p.8 
5. Cf. "Passover in a Congregational Church", Vol. 20, Feb. 1944, 

p. 17 ~ 
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six on--thtFchurch1 s outrea.ching program and contact irti th community; 

nine on various church activities and organization; six on the 

relation to the war. 

Articles dealing with the church school and related topics 

covered: lesson topics, superintendents, coordinating the church 

and the church school grpgram, planning for the church school, 

resulting values of the Sunday school, teacher's meetings that are 

effective, a report of a successful church school in Connecticutl, 

and. teachi:r.g techniques. Carolyn E. Muller told of a successful 

superintendant's club in which monthly meetings are held to discuss 

Sunday School work and. compare experiencea.2 Another article 

recommended that auperintend&nts make use of the Christian education 

cor~ttee in a church in order to divide tasks among the members.? 

Clarence \'/right suggested that teacher's meetings be held on the 

basis of departments rather than the entire school.4 Lloyd 

Snuder, Jr. discussed the problem of competition between the program 

and activities of the church and those of the church school.. He 

suggested that a social welfare committee act as a clearing house, 

and that other committees be set up on missions, music, worship, 

and l'lorld peace.5 There were artic.lea in five issues on the ad-

• • • • • • 

1. Of. Naramarco, Phyllis N.: 11A Suberban Church Reaches a Capaci ty 11
, 

Vol. 21, March, 194;Ji, p. 4. 
2. Of. Muller, Qa.rolyn Edna: 11 Superintendents Like to Learn 11

, 

Vol. 21, Dec., 1944, P• 10. 
). Of. Duncan, Ad ella G.: 11 The Superintendent's Co-1liorkera 11

, 

Vol. 20, Sept., 194), p. 1). 
4. Of. \'fright, Clarence N.: 11 Teachers 1 'ivi:eetings \'/here People 

Le?.rn 11 , Vol. 20, Jan., 1944, P• 8. 
5. Of. Snyder, Lloyd H. Jr.: 110ne ltlay to Begin in Coordinating 

the Church and the Church School Programs", Vol. 21, Sept., 
1944, P• 9. 
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vantages or disadvantages of the small or large class, shmving that 

although both have their advantages the trend is toward the large 

class.l 

Articles dealing vlith the church's educational progra>n. as 

a whole touched upon adult education, evaluating the educational 

program, and leadership. \'/alter Ho\'rell \irote an article entitled, 

11 Is your church educationally effective?" in vThich he said that the 

success depends upon \'Thethercor::::not>there are enough persons in the 

church who care enough about achieving a strong program of Christian 

nurture and training. Included m~ong essential elements in a strong 

educational program were: wholehearted adoption of an educational 

policy, formulation of a comprehensive, integrated program for the 

whole church, provision for continuous coordination and supervision, 

competent leadership, reasonably adequate equipment, a soLtnd system 

of curriculum, and a plan for regular cooperation with the home.2 

Articles'on other church activities or organizations were: 

unified services in I'Thich the entire family v10rship together according 

to a graded plan, ~hurch attendance in SQ>n.mer time, Lenten activities 

in the church, boy scouts in the church, a church book club, a 

church school yearbook, a circulating picture gallery, and a church 

\'Torker 1 s library. 

Articles on church and home relationship began in 1943-44. 

Edith Tiller wrote about a church vTi th a home department, the 

. . . . . . 
1. Of. 11 Large and Small Olasses11 , Vol. 18, March to July, 1942, p. 4. 
2. Of. Hmvell, ¥/alter. D.: 11 Is Your Church Educationally Effective? 11 , 

Vol. 18, April, 1942, p. 9. 
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function of 'I'Ihich 'I'Tas to bring Christian counsel and good cheer to 

those who cannot attend regular church sessions, as young parents, 

Sunday workers, defense 'I'Torkers, shutins, aged people, and those v1ho 

have lost interest in church.l 

There were articles on how the churches serve the co~~unity. 

An example of this idea '\'las given by Raymond Allston vtho told of a 

church v1hich \'Tas like a second home to its young people, for they 

spent much of t4eir free time at the church. He says that such a 

situation \vas the result of much effort on the part of the church 

leaders.2 Another church was reported to serve the community through 

having a playground for children in the church yard.3 A council 

carried on a visitation program to contact people in the community 

so that as many as possible could participate in the full program. 

On the subject of the relation of \var to administration, 

Harry c. lJJ:unro said, 

11 The church must re-thin..k, re-make, and revitalize all that the 
church has ever done for its youth and its young adults. 11 4 

R. \'1. Coleman urged that churches maintain a close contact \·lith 

service men vihile they vtere a'\'tay and give them a place in the church 

when they 1~eturned. 11 The progress of the Kingdom of God in the next 

ti·Io generations depends largely upon our ability to challenge and 

1. 

2. 

3· 

4. 

. . . . . . 
Of. Tiller, Edith F.: 
1944, p. 11. 

11 The Ne\v Home Department11
, Vol. 20, April, 

Of. Allston, T. Raymond: uA Church that is a Second Home 11 , 

Vol. 21, May, 1945, p. 8. 
Of'. B'enner, Mildred Sandison: 
Vol. 21, July, 1945, p. 2. 

11 A Oi ty Church Meets a Ohallenge11 , 

Hunro, Harry 0.: 11 Vlhere do Veterans Fit into 
Organization?n Vol. 21, June, 1945, p. 14. 

the Church School 
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to claim these veterans for the church and service of our Lord. 11 1 

5. Leadership Education 

There v1ere thirty articles in 1941-45 on leadership 

education, of >'llilich eleven 1-rere in 1941-42, three in 1942-4), six 

in 194)-44, and five in 1911-4-45. Inclu.ded in these vTere sixteen 

articles on leadership training institutes, schools, or classes, 

seven on other elements in the guidance of teachers, four on ilolun-

teer teachers and the lay teaching ministry, and three on the. effect 

of war on leadership ed1..1.cation. 

Under the general topic of leadership training methods 

and the broad field of leadership education vTere these: 11 Leaders 

Learn Visually11 2, 11 Summer Opportunities for Training11 5, 11 A Tovm Goes 

to Schoo1:11 4, church \'torkers 1 clinic5, and 11 Four Day Institutes 11 6. 

Theodore Braun i'Trote on hovl pictures and other visual aids such as 

slides, film strips, and movies may be used to 11 streamline 11 the 

training program.7 A trend toward increased summer training programs 

'\'Tas noted. 

. . . . . . 
1. Coleman, R. i1.: 11 Tasks to Challenge Heroes 11

, Vol. 21, June, 
1945, p. 12. 

2. Palmer, I'!ary Leigh: 11 Leaders Learn Visually11
, Vol. 20, July, 

1944, p. '+. 
). 

11 Summer Opportunities for Training11
, Vol. 20, June, 1944, p. ). 

4. 11 A TOim Goes to School11
, Vol. 20, Jan., 1944, p. 15. 

5. Of. Babcock, Everett A.: nchurch Vlorkers 1 01inic 11 , Vol. 18, 
June, 1942, p. 14. 

6. Dressler, Pearl A.: 11 Four One Day Insti tutes11
, Vol. 21, Harch, 

1945, p. 12. 
7. Cf. Brat.m, Theodore C.: 11 Streamlining the Training Program", 

Vol. 18, ]'.-Iay, 1942, p. 9. 
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Herr!J.an S1veet listed some 11 dynamics of leadership" such as 

seeking to ma.l{e a point of contact 1vith those the leader desires to 

lead and ma.l{ing teaching a vital part of daily life rather tha,n a 

11 side issue 11 .1 An emphasis on informal training made by Patrick 

Carmichael was encouraging teachers to read more widely in the 

field of religious education.2 

Regarding enlistment of volunteer leaders, one vrriter 

suggested that volunteer leaders recruit others, sho'I'Ting their own 

enthusiasm for the vTOrk.3 En-'lin Shaver stressed the importance of 

layman1 s i·rork in organizing religious life, saying that the layman1 s 

contribution is equal to that of the minister but needs further 

i·TOrking out. He advises the bringing in of lay teaching as an 

integral part of the service of the church, with the lay workers 

themselves recognized as true partners of the ministers.4 

Virgil Foster gave i"Tays to find leaders in 1var-time 1vhen 

many churches had a shortage of teachers. He urged the church not 

to let the standard of the work decline or the objectives be lowered 

in the face of difficulties brought by vTar condi tions.5 Concerning 

the >var years Dorothy Yingling said, 11 This is the time to produce 

by imagination and adaptibility more effective education and to expand 

1. 

2. 

). 
4. 
5· 

Of. SvTeet, Herman J. : 
1942, P• 1~. 

. . . . 
11 Dynw.1ics of Leadership 11

, Yol. 18, Feb., 

Of. Carmichael, Patrick H.: 11 0an Your Teachers Read? 11 Vol. 18, 
Dec., 1941, p. 14. 
Of. "Enlisting Volunteer \•lorkers 11

, Vol. 18, Feb., 1942, p. 14. 
Of. 11 Lay Teaching Ministry11

, Vol. 18, Oct., 1941, p. 8. 
Of. Foster, Virgil E.: 11 Fev;er and Better Leaders in i·lar-time11 , 

Vol. 18, Hay, 1942, p. 19. 
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the influence of the church. 11 1 

D. Cooperative \vork 
I 

There were thirty-seven articles on cooperative work in 

1941-45, of vrhich twenty vrere in 1941-42 (eleven of this number were 

on Committees of the International Council of Religious Education), 

nine in 1942-4,3, none in 194,3-44, and eight in 1944-45. J:.fain 

divisions of subjects covered vrere these: six articles on commU11.ity 

or county activities, six on councils such as inter-church councils 

or cooperative agencies, five on the church in wartime, four on 

young people or children, four on curriculum or other methods of 

reaching others, tv10 on Religious Education Vleek or parish plans, 

and eleven on Committees of the International Council of Religious 

Education. 

Concerning community activities Melvin Dorsett suggested 

that the church can serve the community through such constructive 

activities as hobbies i'Thich might result in added respect for the 

church. As he put it, 11 Constructive activities ••• offer a good basis 

for beginning church cooperation ••• since this cooperation should 

dra1r1 no sectarian line, it serves a ver-J definite purpose in these 

times. 11 2 A house to house survey in a county \'las carried on to 

reach unchurched people • .? An experiment in creating community good 

. . . . . . 
1. Yingling, Dorothy: 11 Shortage in Leadership? 11

, Vol. 19, Jan., 
194.3, p. 22. 

2. Dorsett, Melvin: 11 Serving a Cmmnuni ty Through Hobbies 11
, Vol. 18, 

Nov., 1941, p • .32. 
,3. Of. Armstrong, C. A.: 11 Barnes County Religious Surveyn, Vol. 18, 

Oct., 1941, p. 14. 
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will was reported by J. Burt Bou;.rman. He said, 11 \'le cannot do much 

community building on a i'torld scale U..'l'ltil vre do it first in loual, 

state, and national uni ts. 11 1 

Conflicts bet'l'l'een farmers and labor organizations '\'l'ere 

lessened as a result of the joining of small groups in fellm'l'ship 

and discussion. Bouvrman says, too, 

11 The church should take a significant part in social change, and 
ministers vmuld be i'l'elcome, if i·Tithout sectarian emphasis they 
could present a message of Christian good will and understanding 
at meetings of occupational groups. 11 2 

The trend to approach the vtork of the church in a united 

way vias noticed in many communities. One example of this is the 

organizing of the United Council of Church \'/omen on national, state, 

and local levels.3 

Articles on the church in vTartime told of helping families 

to get settled in new communities where they moved for war work. The 

appointing of church visitors to call on these nevfcomers in vTar 

industry areas i'Tas an important phase of the v10rk. It was found that 

an interdenominational approach made for greater effectiveness.4 

Articles on young people 1 s v10rk covered material already 

treated under the topic 11 Young People 1 s \'lork11
, and 11 Children11

• 

Seeking to further the church1 s cooperative reach through 

. . . . . . 
1. Bom'l'man, Burt: 11 Laborers, Farmers, and the Church", Vol. 19, 

Nov., 1942, p. 33. 
2. Ibid., p. 14. 
). Of. Dexter, Harriet Harmon: 11 She Changed Her Mind--Tvrice 11

, 

Vol. 18, l~iarch, 1942, p. 6. 
4. Of. Frost, Harlan lvl.: -tiThe Church Haves Inti, Vol. 19, June, 

1943, p. 12. 
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the means of' radio, Pearl Rosser vrrote, "Today the voices of' material 

things are loud. Only occasionally does the still small but pm•rerf'ul 

voice of' God break through these channels of communication •• o\•Te must 

use and strengthen old and tested methods. 11 1 

E. Shifting Emphases 

Shifting emphases in Christian education in the years 

1942-45 i•rere found to center in such realms as evangelism, visual 

education, radio, temperance education, directors of' religious 

education, peace education, world order education, war and demobili-

zation, citizenship, race relations a_~d inter-faith relations, 

missions, Mission to Christian Teachers, United Christian Education 

Advance, and rural 'l'mrk. 

1. Evangelism 

There were thirteen articles on evangelism in 1941-45. Of' 

these five were in 1943 in a special January issue on "Evangelism through 

Religious Education11 , dealing i·rith such subjects as emotional 

religious groups2, the plan of' salvation), conversion4, and teaching 

children to f'eel.5 In 1945 a special January issue on the subject 

. . . . . . 
1. Rosser, Pearl: 11 Hoi'l' Shall They Hear? 11

, Vol. 21, June, 194), 
p. 15. 
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Jan., 194), p. ). 
Of. Powell, Wilfred E.: 
Vol. 19, Jan., 194), p. 
Of'. Laymon, Charles H.: 
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"Teaching Them to Feel11

, Vol. 19, Jan., 
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"Evangelism through the Church School" was published. 

2. Visual Education 

There were seventeen articles on visual education. In 

1941-42 there were ten articles t'lhich dealt 'I'Tith these subjects: 

using flat pictures, using motion pictures vri th young people, slides 

for high school pupils, visual aids in the training program, learningg 

to use visual aids, the question 11 Are visual aids practical? 11
, a 

religious film association, and an emphasis on purpose intthe use of 

visual aids. Theodore Braun, liriting on lean1.ing to use visual aids, 

reminds readers that they do not automatically take the place of 

textbooks and a teacher must not depend entirely upon pictures for 

teaching, but for proper use there must be carefUl training in order 

for it to be an effective method.l A new second series course on 

11 The Use of Visual aids in Christian Education" was added :to the 

Standard Leadership Curriculum. 

l'lilliam Roger vrrote concerning the use of visual aids in 

young people's meetings. He pointed out that the leader must tru{e 

care to avoid a passive attitude on the part of the. group and that 

materials should be related to the regular topics of the group. Thus, 

he accented purpose in the use of visual aids. He says, 

11 Perhaps our problem vri th visual education is that in a sense 
the strength of a visual aid is also its i·rea.kness - because it 
rouses interest vre are tempted to use it for that reason alone 
without stopping to think ;f the purpose for which it 1'/as created. tt2 

. . . . . . 
1.· Of. Braun, Theodore 0.: "Learning to Use Visual Aids 11 , Vol. 18, 

Nov., 1941, p. 15. 
2. Rogers, Vlilliam L.: 11 Accent on Furpose11 , Vol. 18, March, 1942, p. 11. 
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Resources to greatly enrich the leadership training 

program were found in pictures. The value of the visual method of 

education vtas summarized thus: 

11 It lends mechanical aid to the leader that he may cover a wider 
field more effectively in less time. It provides a realistic 
and vital approach to the mind of youth through a medium vthich 
youth accepts as a normal part of his environment and culture. 11 1 

3. ,Radio 

In the year 1944-45 a new radio department 'itas established 

in the International Oouncilt and a radio program called 11 Victorious ' ~ 

Living11
, a five minute religious program, vtas begun. Its objective 

vras to arouse interest in the church on the part of non-church 

families and 11 to improve the quality of religious radio broadcasts on 

a national scale by capitalizing on proved radio technique vthile 

offering local stations an acceptable and desirable religious program 

series. 11 3 E. Jerry l'lalker says that the trend in religious radio \'las 

away from the 11 church o:p, the air11 idea and toward better program types. 4 

4. Temperance Education 

There were three articles on temperance education during 

1942-43 and 1944-45. The vasis for temperance education vtas stated 

in an editorial \'I hi ch shovred this trend: 

. . . . . . 
1. 11 Churches Organize Religious Film Association11

, Vol. 18, May, 
. 191~2, p. 3. 

2. Of. Ross, Roy G.: 11 New Radio Department11
, Vol. 21, Nov., 1944, 

n. 14. 
3. "'Victorious Living' Novr on 52 Stations11

, Vol. 21, 1<iarch, 1945, p. 36. 
4. Gf. Vlalker, E. Jerry: 11 Your Time on the Air 11

, Vol. 21, May, 
1945, p. 20. 
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urn these times there are burdens, strains, stresses, temptatiqns, 
frustrations greater than men have been called upon to bear in 
almost any period of recorded history. Families are separated, 
persons are living in dangerous conditions, they are lonely, the 
future is uncertain ••• Under these circu.t!lstances, 1'le need not be 
surprised to see an increase in drinking among the persons ivho 
do not have the steadying support of a real religious faith. 11 1 

T110 other articles dealt vli th hoi'l to include temperance in 

lesson outlines2 and alcohol teaching in the churches. James A. 

Crain ~ays, 11 At present the liq<Jor problem is merely one of the 

concerns of the educational authorities of most of the denominations.n.? 

5. Directors of Religious Education 

The only year having this topic itras 1941-42 and there i'lere 

three articles. One of them told of the value of drama in the non-

liturgical church. Some types of descipline problems could be tackled 

through the use of creative drama in the Sunday Schoo1. 1+ 

6. Peace Education 

There were ten articles on peace education in 1942-4). These 

articles emphasized i-Torld order, programs of peace education, and 

some Dractical advice for groups studying the bases of a nev1 itlorld 

order. 

7. Vlorld Order Education 

This topic replaced peace education in 1943-44 vrhen there 

1. 11 A Solid Basis for Temperance Educationu, Vol. 19, Hay, 1943, p. ). 
2. Gf. 11 Hoi'l Include Temperance in Lesson Outlines? 11

, Vol. 19, Hay, 
1943, p. ). 

,?. Crain, Ja1nes A.: 11 Alcohol Teaching in the Ohurchesu, Vol. 21, 
Sept., 1944, p. 12. 

4. Gf. Loomis, Amy Goodhue: 11 The Drama at 'Fountain Street1 n, 
Vol. 18, Jan., 1942, p. 12. 
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'\'I ere eighteen artie le s on it, with t'·To in the fo llovling year. In 

194)-l~4 the subjects 1trere such as: 11 Vlhat Price Peace? 11 1, 11 \'lorld 

Order Begins at Home11 2, 11 \'lomen Unite for Peace Study11 .3, the cost of 

peace to the churches and on the political and economics side, 

children and high school youth and world peace, and the social and 

racial cost of peace. In 1944-45 the '\'Torld church and criticism 

of former peace education methods 'vere discussed. 

11 God is ;wrking; to use man 1 s most evil instrument to ,.,ork his 
holiest designs and strange anomaly though it be, the thing 
that was expected to sabotage almost beyond repair the Christian 
vTOrld community is actually promoting its spread. n4 

8. i'/ar and Demobilization 

The years having this topic vrere 1943-44 which had seven a 

articles, and 1944-45 with thirteen articles, making a total of 

twenty articles. In 1943-44 there '·rere these emphases: using the 

war in Christian education, vacation schools in wartime, what service 

men think of the church, and family fUn and fellowship nights. 

Pointing out some of the church 1 s neu needs as servicemen returned, 

Julius T. Jones mentioned neu patterns of organization, recreation 

centers, more interdenominational cooperation, less overhead in 

church plants, and urged 11 that the church raise its voice loud in the 

. . . . . . 
1. Irwin, John: 11 \'lhat Price Peace? 11 Vol. 20, Oct., 1943, p. 21. 
2. Hall, Cameron P.: 11 \'lorld Order Begins At Home'!, Vol. 20, 

April, 1944, p. 8. 
3. 11 i'fomen Unite for Peace Study11

, Vol. 20, Oct., 1943, p. 10. 
4. Hall, Clarence \'l.: 11 \'lorld Church is Here 11 , Vol. 19, Oct., 

1944, p. ). 
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making of a just peace from 'I'Thich no nev1 t>Tar '\'Till arise. 11 1 

In seven issues in 1943 and 1944 individual service men 

stated their thoughts and suggestions concerning the church's task 

in the post '\>Tar world. These stressed the need for a change in the 

church program to fit advancing needs. Ed'l'lin T. Dahlberg, for 

example, says that there will be five broad classifications of re-

turning service men and women; the physically disabled, the mentally 

broken, the spiritually shaken, the economically disinherited, and the 

completely healthy in body, mind, and soul. 11 \'le must necessarily be 

concerned 'I'Ti th every group. 11 2 

Carroll Wise recommended counseling on the part of clergy-

men and stated the need for training in this field in preparation for 

returning servicemen.) An Advisory Committee on the Post-War Church 

under the International Council of Religious Education was formed and 

six basic proposals were drawn up. The importance of such proposals 

in the effort to take account of the things that were happening to 

people through war is reflected in this quotation: 

11 A new and vital experience of religion has come to many men at 
'\-'Tar. What the percentage of such persons is to \vhom war has 
brought a profound conversion, no one knmvs. i'le do kno1v that 
this is the one group the church can least ignore, for through 
it, a new church, under God, could come to be. The cry of the 
soldier, 1Is religion--is Christianity real to all of us here? 
Give us Christl' mu.st not ~o unheeded in the cottncils and heart­
searchings of the church. 11 '+ 

. . . . . . 
1. Jones, Julius T.: 11 \'/hat Se:rvice Hen Expect of the Church", Vol. 20, 

June, 1944, p. 7. 
2. Dahlberg, Edwin T.: 11 \'/elcome Back to the Ohurch11

, Vol. 21, 
June, 1945, P• 7. 

). Of. \Vise, Carroll A.: 11 Let Them Talk it Out11
, Vol. 21, June, 

1945, p. 10. 
4. 11 Report of the International Journal's Advisory Committee on 

the Post-i'lar Ohurch11
, Vol. 21, June, 1945, p. 2. 
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9. Citizenship 

Under· this topic vrere four articles and they appeared only 

in 1944-45. Subjects vrere the church and public opinion, brief' out-

lines of' citizenship educational programs conducted by councils add 

local churches, political issues, and party politics. Ralph Gwinn 

suggested that ministers should stop regarding themselves as being 

on a higher plan than the po-liticians and participate in partisan 

political activitiesl, while Thomas Keehn gave some practical sugges-

tions about hovr the church can influence local, national, and vwrld 

government rli thout becoming partisan. The task of the local church 

is fearless and unprejudiced consideration of legislative and political 

issues. Calling it a new adventure :ir6r the church, he said, 11 Failure 

in the field of' political action will mean that the social concern 

of' the Protestant church rlill be either frustrated idealism or the 

dissipation of' good v10rks in barren soil. 11 2 On the same subject 

Luman J. Shafer commented, 

11 1tlhile much remains to be done it is fair to say that there is an 
increasing recognition on the part of the churches of' their 
responsibility f'or helping their membership to face the issues 
of the day and to ta~e active part in determining the decisions 
\vhich their government shall take. It is a fateful hour. 11 5 

10. Race Relations·and Inter-faith Relations 

1. 

2. 

). 

The February issue in 1944 was devoted to subjects under 

. .. . . 
Of. Gwinn, Raluh \'l. : 
Oct., 1944, p.-4. 

11 :'le Eust Get into Party Poli tics11
, Vol. 21, 

Keehn, Thomas B.: 11 1,ve J!Iust Face Political I ssu.es 11 , Vol. 21, Oct., 
1944, p. 6. 
11 Church and Public Opinion11

, Vol. 21, Oct., 1944, p. 10. 
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the title 11 Education for Brotherhood11
• Articles covered ·subjects 

such as these: prejudice and their fallaciesl, the Japanese2, 

Jevis3, race tensions4, and typical stories of '\·That Protestants are doing 

locally- in Sunday Schools, young people 1 s groups, local churches, 

city councils, I'Teekday schools, and vacation schools---to put the 

ideals of brotherhood into practice in relations with Negroes, Jews, 

Catholics, and Japanese.·5 The National Conference of Christians 

and Jevrs vThich organized local conferences to vTOrk as educational 

bodies all year 1tras also discussed. Robert A. Aslnwrth stated: 

11 0n all counts, the most significant example of.interfaith 
cooperation during the past year is the publication in October 
1943, of a seven-fold Declaration on i'/o:rld Peace signed by 147 
representative Protestant, Catholic and Je\'lish leaders. Hailed 
as the first American interfaith pronouncement on i'TOrld order, 
it has seemed to be equally acceptable to each religious group 
and has been accorded serious consideration by political leaders 
responsible for the shaping of national policy. The outlook for 
the increase of interfaith cooperation is hopeful. 11 6 

ll. r-1issions 

There were ten articles altogether on missions, six in 

.1941-42 and four in 1942-4). These dealt i'li th: Protestant missions 

and democracy, ways to teach missions, Christian education around the 

i'lOrld even in vrar time, development of the 11 Ne1'1' Vlorld Fello'\'l'ship in 

1. 

2. 

). 

4. 

5· 
6. 

. . . . . . 
Cf. Yard, James 1.1.: 11 But it Isn 1 t So, Fallacies of Prejudice11 , 

Vol. 20, Feb., 1944, p. 6. 
Cf. Fisher, Galen M.: 11 0ur Japanese Fellm'l Citizens11

, Vol. 20, 
Feb., 1944, p. 10. 
Cf. Eisendrath, Haurice H.: 11 Jev1s \•fork for Brotherhood 11 , Vol. 20, 
Feb., 1944, p. 13. 
Cf. Haynes, George Edmund: 11 Race Tensions Can Be Reduced11

, Vol. 20, 
Feb., 1941+, p. 21. 
Cf. 11 \'/e Teach and Practice Brotherhood11

, Vol. 20, Feb., 1944, p. 16. 
Ashworth, Robert A.: 11 Differ with lviutual Respect11

, Vol. 20, 
Feb., 1944, p. 45. 
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Christian Education11
, and. a new study of Latin America. 

12. rHssion to Christian Teachers 

This topic appeared in 1944-45 and there i'tere five articles. 

Harry C. Munro in a renort about the 1.t!ission to Christian Teachers 

emphasized its value and said, 

11 ifuat i'te need is a reuniting of the evangelical passion and zeal 
for a full and genuine conversion i'Tith the educational idea of 
continuous and lifelong groi'rth in religious experience ••• Religious 
education must place greater emphasis upon a passion to reach 
the unsaved and to bring persons to 't'Thole-hearted comm.i tment to 
Christ, while evangelism must recognize continuous, lifelong 
spiritual growth as indispensable. 11 1 

Kenneth Reeves raised the question, 11 \'lhy has so much of Sunday School 

teaching failed to hold boys and girls in the Christian life and 

church membership? 112 The Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 

America and the International Council of Religious Education joined 

in forming the Mission to Christian Teachers in which educational 

evangelism is the prima1~ concern. It grew out of the need resulting 

from vague moralities t~king the place of Christ-centered teaching 

of youth. 

13. United Christian Education Advance 

There 11ere thirty-five articles on United Christian Edu-

cation Advance, twelve in 1941-42 and twenty-three in 1942-4). 

The United Christian Education Advance is united action to reach every 

person with Christian teaching in the home, through systems of 

regular Bible reading and prayer and Christian living; in the church, 

through bringing every person into the fellowship of some church and 

1. 
2. 

. . . 
r!J.unro, Harry c.: nA First ReportH6 Vol. 21? Jan. i 1945, p. 5. 
Reeves, Kenneth: uEducator Meets l!.vangelist.11 , Vo • 21, Sept., 1944, p.16. 
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churches working together for a Christian community; Thus this 

movement attempts to reach the Americans untouched by any Christian 

Education program. The United Advance came as a recognition of the 

limitations of separate denominational efforts. Neighboring church 

schools working in isolation from each other failed to build the 

community consciousness necessary to·reach the unchurched. They 

might even appear to be in competition \'l'ith each other. A ne~1 Chris­

tian strategy for the community i'l'as needed. The United Advance came 

on the initiative and at the insistence of those responsible for 

denominational leadership. 

Some titles of articles under the topic vTere: 11 The Vlar 

Affects the Home11
, 11 Shortage in Leadership?", Reach Every Person11

, 

11 Council Advance Briefs 11
, From Convention to Action11

, and 11 A United 

Field Approach11
• 

14. Rural i'lork 

There were four articles on rural work. All of these were 

in 1944-45. These articles \'/'ere on \'leekday religious education 

program and rural pastors. 

F. Summary 

Articles in the International Journal of Religious Edu­

cation sho"l'ted that the war years of 1941-45 brought some new emphases 

in the field of Christian education, according to a study of the 

same topics \'Thich \'Iere considered in the preceding three years. 

In this period the topic, the Church 1 s Work among Children and 
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Young People was seen to hold the foremost place from the standpoint 

of the number of articles•· The sub-topics included here were the 

same, though in slightly va~Jing order, as those of the preceding 

period: Young People's '\'lork, Children's Vlork, Teaching 1Jlethods, 

Vacation Church School, and \veekday Religious Education. 

Examination of the articles composing the above topics 

revealed a stress upon the following: In relation to teaching 

content and the learning process, the use of the Bible with children 

was discussed., Along with this the developing of tolerance in 

children,,an evangelistic note, and, as in the preceding years, 

the significance of creative activities were stressed •. The effect 

of war upon children's work was found repeatedly empnasized and 

related to this, the positive value of potential life-teaching 

situations which arose out of vrartime conditions vTas noted. The 

increased numbers of children attending vacation church school 

during the war years indicated the important role played by that 

agency •. In addition to the growth in the vacation church school pro­

gram it v1as also seen that the '\'reekde.y religious education program 

increased in importance, as vras demonstrated by the increase in 

number of articles •. There ;-ms found to be a corresponding need 

for professionally trained leaders and a recognition of the fact that 

many church leaders do not have sufficient dignity attached to 

their duties •. A continuous interest in the philosophy behind i'reek­

day religious education programs 1vas evident and the place of the 

program in the total public educational system 1.,ras stressed.. In 
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young people 1 s work there 1'l'as found to be an emphasis upon the 

United Christian Youth Movement and its central goal during war 

years causing young people to j oii.n in a united effort to meet the 

challenge of creating peace and brotherhood in a '1-JOrld at war •. 

Second in emphasis was the general topic, the Church's 

Program for Adults. Sub-topics in this field '1-Tere found to rank 

in the same order as in 19)8-1941, namely: Administration, Home 

e.nd Parent Education, Leadership Education, Pastors, and Adul;b i~ork •. 

The church's nart in helping adults to work toward good citizenship 

goals was recognized as important., Regarding the effect of the 

'1-mr upon Home and Parent Education, the United Christian Education 

Advance 1'l'as reported to have been founded to meet spiritual needs 

during '1'-rar time. In order to meet the many problems raised in 

family life by \'far condi tiona, stress \vas laid upon Christian 

nurture in the home, including Bible reading and prayer.. There 

was as emphasis upon the church's and the pastor's preparation 

for nost-"1ar work. A large place was given to the necessity of 

effectively meeting the needs of the people during the war and 

of getting ready to meet the needs of the veterans after the war. 

In the realm of cooperative '1-JOrk: an emphasis upon a closer 

unity beh1een the church and col:rLrnunity activities was found. It 

\'las suggested that the church make use of radio and other popular 

means of communication. 

Related to the above was the establish.rnent of a radio·· 

program sponsored by the International Council of Religious Edu-
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cation during the latter years of the war. Other shifting emphases 

':Jere: evangelism, peace education, 1·rorld order education, rural 

'l'rork, race and inter-faith relations, . missions and. the Mission to 

Christian Teachers, .and the United Christian Education Advance. 

Outstanding among these topics 1-lere the follm·ring emphases~ The 

opportunity of the church to reach people for God in times when 

\'lorld order education and demobilization \'lere being stressed i'las 

seen to be great •. During the vmr years it was noted that the church 

must adapt its program to changing situations amd must minister to 

those affected in various i'lays by the war. One means for spreading 

the effectiveness of the church was the United Christian Education 

Advance, a united effort among various denominations •. In addition 

to this movement, the organization of the Mission to Christian 

Teachers indicated again the realization of the need for incTeasing 

the outreach and effectiveness of Christian education. Also growing 

out of war conditions was a stress laid upon the importance of 

creating understanding and friendship between races and faiths •. 

The relation of the churCh to the government and its responsibility 

in the political realm was discussed, shov;ing the concern over 

the church' s·po.sition and influence •. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN THE PERIOD 
OF 

POST-W .AR l'"EARS 

September 1945 to July-August 1948 

A. Introduction 

As in the two preceding periods investigated, eleven main 

topics discussed in the post-•.,ar years vtere found to be Children's 

\'fork, Vacation Church School, 'ileekday Religious Education, Young 

People 1 s Hork, Adult \1ork, Home and Parent Education, Pastors, Ad-

ministration, Leadership Education, and Cooperative Work. Again 

these topics will be considered in three groups, namely: The Church's 

Program for Children and Young People, The Church 1 s Program for 

Adults, and 'Jooperative Vlork. Again some overlapping will be found. 

Under Shifting Emphases it v1as found that some of the topics 

vrere the same and some new ones t'lere added. The following subjects 

v1ere included: Visual Education, Radio, Evangelism, 1,'lorld Order 

Education, International Sunday School Convention, Ecumenical Edu-

cation, Brotherhood, The Study of Christian Education, Continuity 

Bible Pictures, Bible, the Revised Standard Version of the Ne11 

Testament, Temperance Education, Protestantism, Rural 1Plork, l'1ission 

to Christian Teachers, Directors of Religious Education, Psychology 

and Moving Populations. 

Thus the same type of study 1dll be made of the erticles in 

the International Journal of Religious Education during the post\'lar 

years, 1945-1948, as the preceding seven years. 

-7-6-
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B. Emphases in the Church's Program 
for Children and Young People 

1. Children's Work 

Thirty six articles on Children's Work were found in 1945-1948, 

of \'l'hich twelve \'tare in 1945-1946, thirteen in 1946-1947, and eleven in 

1947-1948. Included in these were eight articles on teachers and par-

ents, fourteen articles on improved methods and learning processes, 

five articles on children's work conferences and related subjects, four 

articles on the small child, one article on summer camp, two articles 

on inter-racial activity among children, a11d two articles on the 

United Nations. 

Concerning the role and reaponsi bi li ty of the teacher of 

children there were articles on what a superintendent should know 

about the nursery, the beginners•, the primary, and. the junior de-

partments in the church school. The need for men as teachers of chil-

dren was emphasized. 1 In a series of eleven articles on the 11 Be-

ginning Teacher11 (which have been here regarded as one article), Anna 

L. Gebhard treated such aspects of the teacher 1 s work as the lesson 

plan, the children themselves, prayer, Bible study, and storytelling. 2 

i'lays in which parents may help the church ware deacri bed by Mi ld.red 

M. Lampson, who also told of the cooperation between parents and 

teachers \'thich was gained through a Parent Teacher Council} 

• o e • 

1. Of. Oederborg, Hazel: 110hildren Need Hen Teachers, Too 11 , Voll22, 
Nov., 1945, p. 15. 

2. Of. Gebhard, A1:cna Laura: 11 The Beginning Teacher 11
, Vol. 1, 3uly to 

Sept, 1947-1948. 
;. Of. Lampson, Mildred M.: 11Parents Helpthe Church School 11

, Vol. 24, 
Jan., 1948, p. 10. 
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Among the teaching methods and learning processes reported 

upon >'fere these: use of' children's books, l children writing poetry, 
2 

using a vocabulary of' religious terms, 5 ste'l'rardship education, 4 re­

lief' work and children's giving,5 movies, radio broadcasts,6 ~.he 

~ormation of a weekday class,7 and the necessity of' making creative 

activity really meaningful through action and through verbalization. 8 

As the author stated it: 

11It is only if we \'lill take the additional step and. teach before, 
during, and after encouraging the child to crBativr;; activity, that 
the child may be able to express in words the creative thought 
v1hi ch i'le ha.ve unconsciously released. n9 

In an article by Ralph :vrould, the importa.nce of the Christian 

education of a child before Sunday School age was stressed thus: 

11 ••• 1ile noi-1 knovr that emotional patterns and basic human attitudes 
are largely deter-mined. by the time the child reaches kindergarten. 
A':ld this is done by the kind of religious climate he has ex­
perienced in his home for the f'i rst three years of' li::'e. nlO 

. . . . . . 
1. Of. Stansbury, Florence: 11Passports to a New World 11 , Vol. 22, 

Dec., 1945, P• 8. 
2. Of'. Hanson, Olaf: 

1947, P• 5. 
11 0h:i.ldren Oreate i-ti th V/ords 11 , Vol. 2), April, 

3. Of'. Lewis, Hazel: 11Do ·the Children Understand You? 11 , Vol. 23, 
May, 194 7, p. 4. 

4. Of. Niedermeyer, Mabel: 
Jan., 1946, p. 22. 

5· Of. Perry, Ruth Gray: 
1948, P• 6. 

11 Learning to be Partners >'lith God 11
, Vo 1. 23, 

11 The Gift and the Giver 11 , lfol. 24, June, 

11\'le \'lent on the Air 11 , Vol. 25, !v!ay, 6. Of. Branstetter, Otie G.: 
194 7' "0. 12. 

7. Of. Sm~ltzer, GraceM.: 11 \~e Invented It", Vol. 25, Feb., 1~47, p. 13. 
11Ia CreatiYe Acti\rity Enough? 11

, Vol. 23, 8. Of'. Spoerl, Dorothy Tilden: 
April, 1947, P• 8. 

9. Ibid. 
10. r.fould, Ralph Norman: 

Vol. 2), March~ 1947, 

11Starting Young Enough---and ~Tell Enough", 
P• 6. 
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Nina Nelson gave practical suggestions to meet the crowded conditions 

resulting from an increase in numbers of pre-school age children in 

Sunday Schoo 1. She stressed the value of giving young chi ld.ren the 

best chance possible, for "impressions and attitudes formed at this 

age are likely to influence later life. 111 

The mark of post-war ns.tional affairs '\ITas seen in Chris­

tian education in ita relation to the #ni ted Nations, according to 

some wri tars. Alice Gear Kelsey told of a visit '\IThich a group of 

fifth and sixth graders made to a session of the United Na:tiona and 

described ho'Vl 'Zhey,·related the information gained there to their 

unit of study.2 

2. Vacation Church School 

There \'tere sixteen articles on vacation church school in 

1945-1948, of which five i'tere in 1945-1946, five in 1946-1947, and 

six in 1947-19'+8. Included among them were four articles on plan-

ning church echo -:-:1 programs and conducting them, t\'10 artie lea on 

materials on curriculum used, two articles on inter-racial dealings, 

four ar·ticles on activities, and four articl<:Js on teachers and on 

teacher training. 

The development of community responsibility and cooperation 

in vacation church school work ;'las urged '!h.y Rg:th Murphy and the va.lue 

of inter-agency efforts was poin·t ou·t..' i:Joris Demaree described the 

1. Of. Nelson, Nina: 11 The Boom in Pre-school Ohildren11
, Vol. 2:;, 

!'-lar. , 194 7, p. 7 • 
2. Of. Kelsey, Alice G!er: 11 These Juniors Tested the United Natiilms 11

, 

Vol. 2), Oct., 1946, P• 5. 
). Of. ~furphy, Ruth Elizabeth: 11 \'lhen 'Schoo1 1 s Out! t ---\'That T.hen? n, 

Vo1.24, Feb., 1948, P• 8. 
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ru1•al vacation church school program and its value.l Family cooperos.tion 

in vacation church school through prayer, sharing responsibilities, 

and other v1ays Nas suggested by Velma Frasher as a means of enha.'lc-

ing the \·Torth of the program. One of her suggestions was that a fam-

ily use the theme or unit of study of the school as a basis for fam-

ily devotions. 2 

Articles on materials for the vacation church school program 

dealt with textbooks---kinds of texts, ho\"1' to select them, preparing 

to teach each age group, and texts in other areas:5---and vie.ual mat­

eri<a.ls 'i'lhich were listed for each group.'+ 

Articles on inter-racial dealings in vacation church 

school told of Jewish-Christian relationships? and of a group i'tho 

became friendly "l'ti th !>1exican children by inviting them to a party. 6 

Speaking of the role of ac·ti vi ties in the program, 

Katharine Clifford said: 

11Activi ties that children really enjoy are one of the first con­
cen1s of a progressive vacation church school .•• The most care­
fully planned school may still be unsuccessful; interest may lag 
and attendance drop, if the activity program isn't popular. 117 

. . . . . . 
1. Of. Demaree, ;)oris Clore: 11Vacation Schools in Rural Ohurchea 11

, 

Vol. 2), May, 1947, P• 8. 
2 .. Sf. Frasher, Velma: 11 The Vlhole Family Oooperates 11

, Vol. 24, 
June, 1948, P• 10. 

). Of. Ria tine, Ethel: 11Good Texts Improve Teaching 11 , Vol. 22, 
May, 1946, P• 1). 

4., Of. Petersen, Melba: 11Visual Materials for Vacation Church Scr...ools 
Selected 11 , Vol. 24, April, 1948, p. )8. 

5. Of. Avey, Clarence F.: 11 We Find our Jewish Friends 11
, Vol. 22, Jap., 

1946, p. 14. 
6. Of. :Anderson, Virginia: 11 North Heats South11 , Vol. 22, April, 1945, p. 4. 
7• Clifford, Katharine: 11 Vacation Scr..ools Are Fun 11

, Vol. 22, June, 
1946, P• 8. 
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Examples of vtorthwhile activities cited were easel and finger painting, 

folk games, pottery making, and making a newspaper. 

The subject of teacher training included an article on 

laboratory school experiences in \"lhich teachers learned to evaluate 

methods and to u·tilize creative impulses of children.l 

Concerning the vi tal significance of a vaca.tion church 

school program in the task of Christian education, one writer said: 

"The vaca.·tion church school can be thought of us as the culti­
vating and pruning process which is necessa~j to all growth. By 
ita very nature---longer periods of time, consecutive days, more 
varied acti vi ties---it becomes the place where Ohri stian te2ch­
ings and precepts are put into daily practice. 11 2 

? • i'leekday Religious Education 

In 1945-1948 there were thrrteen articees on weekday re-

ligious education. Of these five 'l'lere in 1945-1946, five in 1946-

1947, and three in 1947-1948. Inclnded among them there \'tere three 

articles on the status or evaluation of the program, two articles 

on the relation to the church school, one article on \'Thether there 

should be church or inter-ohurb.h programs, three articles on the pro-

gram itself, two articles on teaching and subject matter, and two 

articles on inter-faith and brotherhood subjects. 

The Champaign trial and the legality of the weekday re­

ligious education program was discussed.? Erwin Shaver suggested 

that a 11 posi tive, optimistic and constructive viei'i' 11 be taken of 

/ 

1. Of. ~.filler, Martha :r-1.: 11 As a Teacher is Trained 11 , April 1948, p. 17. 
2. Of. :VIoeschler, Lillian: 11Ho11 does your Garden Grow? 11

, Vol. 24, 
Nov., 1947, P• 8. 

;;. Shaver, Erwin L.: 11 Favora.ble Decision Given in Champaign ':leek­
day Oase 11 , \f ol. 47, ?,far., 1946, P• 56. 
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the decision of the Champaign trial and urged that a high standard 

in Protestant \>teekday religious educ;;ttion be adopted .1 

Friedrich Rest listed examples of how the weekday school 

recruits members for Sunday School. 2 Concerning. the effect of \i'eek-

day schools on inter-faith attitudes it 'i'Tas reported thao,t according 

to a study: 

11Ve ry little serious effort to bring about f'e llowshi p and co­
peration acroasinter-faith lines on the part of leaders of 
either of' the three faiths '\'las found )n 

One of the basic questions in the weekday school program 

was whether to have volunteer, professinnally paid teachers, or 

semi-professional and part-time paid le:::ders.,4 

4. Young People's Work 

There were thirty a rticles on young people 1s \'fork in 

1945-1948, with five appearing in 1945-1946, fourteen in 1946-1947, 

and eleven in 1947-1948. Included amohg them Nere six articles 

on the young person and. church, eight articles on such subjects 

as the United Christian Youth Movement, You::t:,h Felloviship and Youth 

i•leek, four articles on camps, twelve articles on teaching and learn-

ing of young people, programs for young people, and other subjec·!ia 

related to youth. 

T.T. Swearingen emphasized the need for a personal Christian 

. . . . 
1. Of'. Shaver, Er\tlin L.: "Favorable Decision Given in Champaign 

i1eekday Case 11 , Vol. 22, £.far., 1946, p. ;6 
2. Of'. Rest, Friedrich; 11 \•leekday Schoo 1s recnui t for Sunday School", 

Vol. 24, Sept., 1947, p. 14. 
). 11Do 1fleekday Schools Help or Harm Inter-11'aith attitudes?", Vol. 23, 

Jan., 1946, p. 48. 
4. Of'. Hiller, Elsie L .. : "What Kind of' Teachers?", Vol. 22, Sept., 

1945, p. 15. 
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standard against which to evaluate thoughts and actions.l Robert 

Tesdel listed the fo llo1'ling varieties of opportunities in church 

work: pastor, director of religiQUS education director of music, 

church secretary, teacher of rel~gion in public schools, student ";lork-

er, chaplain in the armed forces, Christian soeial worker, and others. 

He said: 

11 Every ~torker in the church who has an in:f'luence \'lith young people 
should become familiar with these and other opport~~ities for 
Christian service so that he can counsel intelligently 111i th the 
capable young people who should be the leaders of tomorrow's 
church. 11 2 

In giving a review of the United. Christian Youth Movement 

Helen F. Spaulding stated its purpose--- 11 to demonstrate the po'lrer of 

Ghrist and his Church in the lives of young Christians of North 

America. 11 :5 She added that the movement is run by young people, it 

is rooted in the cow~unity, it has unified its purposes, and it is 

groU11ded within the church.4 Other articles on the subject of 

youiJh movements or conferences were on the Chri st).an Youth Con-

ference of Ngrth America., the second ~la:rrld conference of Christian 

Youth held in Oslo, a possible merger of Christian Endeavor and the 

United Christian Youth r11ovement, a ne\'1 youth department in the \q.orld 

Council of churches, and the Youth Fellowship. 

1. Of. Swearingen, 
April, 1947, p. 

2. Tesdell, Robert: 
1246, p. 15. 

). Spaulding, Helen 
P• 14. 

4. Ibid. 

. . . . . . 
T .T.: 11 After Joining the Church---\'!hat? 11 , V::-,1 25, 
9. 
·~.Opportunities in Church ':lork 11

, Vol. 2), Sept., 

F.: 11 The UCYM Up to l'!ow 11
, Vol. 24, July, 1948, 
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Included in the subject of programs or subject matter for 

study in young peoples' work 'dC'l:'A these: 11 Bible in Texas High Schools 11 ,1 

11 A Day of Religion in High School 11 , 2 the organization of 11 rello'llship 

cella 11 :Cor young people,5 a Saturday night program with rec:t•eation,4 

the high school class on Sunday morning and elective subjects,5 and 

the need for a Christian emphasis in lay occupations.
6 

5. Teaching Methods 

Of the tv1ent3r-f'our articles dealing with Teaching Hethod s 

in 1945-48, seven i'lere in 1945-46, ten in 1946-47, and seven in 

1947-48. There vrere seven articles on activities, nine articles on 

techniques of teaching and methods of teaching, and eight art:i.clea 

on other aspects of teaching. 

Articles on activities overlapped somei'lhat vti th those under 

Children 1 s \'lork. One outstanding example v1as the use of exhibits. 

Eleanor Horri son pointed out the value in making a.n ex hi bi "1:, a climax 

at the end of the year a In listing values she mentioned that e.n ex-

hibit stimulated good "Vlork and discouraged slip-shod rrork, it inter-

1. Of'. Torrey, Elizabeth 0.: 11 Bi ble in Texas High Schools, Vol. 2;5 
January, 1947, P• 15 

2. Of. Farmer, Albert 'if.: 11A Day of Religion in High School 11
, Vol. 25 

November, 1946, p. 12. 
5· Of'. Seifert, Harvey: 11 Strong Meat for Gro'tting Ohristiana 11

, Vol. 25, 
Sept., 1946, p. 8. 

4. Of. Skeath, ',Villiam 0.: "Saturday Night in Norristot·m 11 , Vol. 2), 
June, 1947, P• 14. 

5. Of. HcDouga.ll, Jean: 11 Seniors Select Their Subjecta 11 , Vol. 24, 
March, 1948, p. 10. 

6. Of. Bra.sharea, Charles ~~.: 11 La;-l Occupations Must Be Ohriatia.n 11
, 

J"ol. 25, September, 1946, p. 15. 
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importance of long-term planning in acquiring materials, organizing 

for activities, and supplementing the 'ttork of public schools in country 

areaa;
1 

the necessity of reaching people on their level of experience 

and background and of 11 beginning where they are in the realm of feel-

ings or emotiol'lllS:n2 Hazel A. Lewis suggested the use of pictures, 

reference of experiences, and \'Tord books in the attempt to help 

children understand religious tenninology.3 Some guiding principles 

and advice for the aubsti tute teacher 'l'lere given by Mild red Thomas. 4 

Riley Herman Pi ttraan reported that in an attempt to help children to 

experience God in a real sense, the leaders of a kindergarten depart-

ment for:ued a unit of study "Vli th these obj actives: to help each child 

to realize that 11God is the Giver of every good and perfect gift 11
, to 

provide enjoyable experiences so that the gifts v1ould be made more 

meaningful, to help children to thank God spontaneously for his gifts, 

and to help them realize that God 1 s best gift is Jesus. He v1rites: 

11A vital experience af God cannot be had in a vacuum, nor in 
abstract ideas. It comes only through experiences of concrete 
things and personae If children grow into a vital fe11ows~tp 
\'lith God in any meaningful sense \vhatever, it means that God. 
must be thought of as present and creative at the noint where 
the children interact wit.h their everyday v1orld. n 5 

. . . . . . 
1. Of. Spoerl, Dorothy Tilden: "Good 'T.'eaching-··~Oountry Style 11 

Vol. 22, December 10, 1945, p. 10. 
2. Sweet, Herman J.: 11 Beginning \'!here They Are 11 , Vol. 23 

March, 1947, p. 11 
). Lei'ris, Hazel A.: 11Do the Children Understand You? 11 , Vol. 23, 

May, 1947, p. 1+. 
4. Thomas, Hildred: 11 Good 11 lastminute 11 Substitut.e 11 , Vol. 22, 

June, 1946, p. 6. 
5. Pittman, Riley Herman: 11How Can Children Experience God? 11 

Vol. 24, Febttuary, 1948, p. 11. 
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C. Emphases in the Church 1 s Progrrun for Adults 

1. Adult itl o rk 

There \'/ere thirteen articles:,:on adult vrork in 1945-48, of 

11hich tvro were in 1945-46, eitht in 1946-47, and three in 1947-48. 

Among them vrere five articles on adult programs and content in-

eluding a discussion of couples• classes, three articles on the 

role or value of adult education, three articles on activities in 

adult '\•Fork, one on veterans and the church, and one on the super-

intendent 1 s knoHledge of the adult department. 

T. T. 811earingen discussed nEvangelism by and for Adults 11
, 

telling of the adult projects in the United Christian Teaching 

Crusade: 

11 The current sense of concern f'or the evangelistic mission of' 
the church is shared strongly by the religious education forces 
of' the Protestant Churches. They are putting this concern into 
practice through cooperation in the United Christian Teaching 
Crusade.~.The p~ojects in the adult field of'fer a challenge 
to the revitalization of' the adult \V'ork in the church school. 11 1 

Three types of projects named were: the teacher evangelist project, 

a re-enlistment mission f'or young adults, and a parent-teacher 

project. In these the tvlO major aims i'Tere n to give primary emphasis 

to evangelism11 and nto develop nevi patterns in adult evangelismtt .2 

In an article entitled, 11 Don1 t Forget the Intellectuals11 

George G. Beazley, Jr. pointed out the church 1 s failure in reaching 

. . . . . . 
1. Swearingen, T.T.: 11 Evangelism By and For Adults 11 , Vol. 23, 

Oct., 1946, p. 9. 
2. Ibid. 
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many young adults l'lho have had college education or graduate work: 

11In ever-y to'<'m there is a group of educated men and 11omen i'l"hose 

interest in religion he.s flagged because they were not given adult fare 

1 
for their religious hunger • 11 Emphasizing the need for "Brotherhood 

E\cross Economic Lines 11 , J. Burt Botmman stated the task of ad'-1lt 

education in this vray: 

11 The church must set up activities where members of various groups 
about whom vre have our prejudices meet face to face, and get 
acquainted: .:ivhere members of one cultural or occupational group 
see the problems, the hopes and fears of another group;--2 

An artie le by P. R. Hayvmrd pointed out the value of 

Protestant Laymen's retreats as a means of deepening the spiritual 

life of ~rotestant men.3 

The role of the church in relation to the veteran 'ttas dis-

cussed by ~~illard G. Roberts, ivho told of a church program vlhich 

allo11ed the veterans to participate on an equal level ivith other 

lJ. adults and also trained the~ as Christian leaders.· 

Oliver B. Gordon listed some principles vtbich the superin-

tend ent should kno11 about the adult department in a church. He 

referred to the role of .an Adult Counciil, the relationship betiveen 

the adult program of the church school and the morning worship 

service, and the minister's need for 11 a broad acquaintance i'rith the 

1. Beazley, George G·. Jr., 11 Don 1 t Forget the Intellectuals", Vol. 24, 
Feb., 1947, p. 8. 

2. Bom1man, Burt: "Brotherhood Across Economic Lines 11
, Vol. 23, 

Jan.,l946, p. 17. 
). Of. Hayvtard, P.R.: 11Protestant Laymen's Retreat", Vol. 24, 

ll.fa:y, 1948, p. 20. 
4. Of. Roberts,. Hillard G.: 11 The veterans Like Our Ohurch 11

, 

Vol. 24, Nov., 1947, p. 10. 
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programs of the men1 s, 'l'l'omen 1 s, and young adult organizations in 

his church. n1 He i'tri tea: 

nThe adult department in a church school can be a great spiritual 
stronghold if it will but face honestly the religious needs of 
its individual adult members--face them together and face them 
as a whole. 11 2 

2. Home and Parent Education 

at 
During the post-war years, 1945-48, twenty-four articles 

dealt \'lith home and parent education. Of these seven i'tere in 1945-46, 

ten in 1946-47, and seven in 1947-48, Included among these were 

nine articles on Family Week, family camp, or other emphases upon 

the family, five articles on the role of the parents in Christian 

education, four articles on ways in \'lhich to carry on Christian 

education in the home, and six articles on various aspects of ob-

serving religion in the home. 

Concerning the White House Conference on Family Life in 

1948, L. Foster Wood said: 

11 It 'ilas an aim of the conference that it should survey the total 
scene in which families no\1 live, and should work to\1ard a national 
policy in i'lhich every aspect of our life would be directed tovrard 
the good of families. 11 3 

Lemuel Petersen cited examples of inter-church cooperation during 

National Family Week. He wrote: 

"National Family \'leek in 1948 i'lill be the fifth annual observance 
on an inter-credal basis. It hasbecome very popular in this 
relatively short tim.e. Church leaders t'lho desire a >'fide ob-

. . . . . . 
1. Gordon, Oliver B.: 11 About the Adult Department", Vol. 23, 

April; 1947, P• 19. 
2. Ipi9-. 
3. ~/ood, L. Foster: 11 1'/hite House Conference on Family Life11 , 

Vol. 24, July, 1948, p. 32. 
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servance of Family Week will have little difficulty in arousing 
interest among community leaders in their areas. This observance 
offers church educators oneof their best opportunities for pro­
moting joint projects with other churches and community agenoies. 11 1 

One aspect of the churoh1 s responsibility in helping the 

home to carry on effective Christian nurture is tis education for 

marriage.. Ruth McAfee Brmm quoted D'r. George Buttrick as saying: 

11 Yfe are proposing today a reoul tivation of the home ast.the best 
school for Christian nurture. It will mean for the Church a 
recasting or its program. Its new emphases will be more. intensive 
training for yo1.mg people for marriage and home making, better 
counseling or those seeking marriage in the church, and finer 
and more constant hel~ given to parents in a task vThioh is 
primarily their task. 

Other articles on the parents• responsibility in Christian education 

dealt respectively with the mother 1 s and father's responsibility3and 

"l'li th the importance or the religious influences on children under the 

age of five.4 

Ways in which the church school and the home can work to-

gether in the task were related by Richard E. Lentz, who referred to 

parents as 11 another corps of teachers11
• One of his suggestions v1as 

thatiJili.e church lend the home albums or religious phonograph records, 

Kodachrome slides, recordings of the children's choir, and books 

because in this \vay the home and church might be dralm closer together.5 

1. Petersen, Lemuel: 11 Family '.'leek in the Community11
, Vol. 24, 

J:.iarch, 1948, p. 15. 
2. Brm·m, Ruth McAfee; 11 Education for Marriage11

, Vol. 24, Dec., 
1947, P• 15. 

). Cr. Birnbaum, Hazel, \•!: "The £'Iother11
, Vol. 2), April, 1946, p. 2; 

or. Lomas, Donald F.: 11 The Father11
, Vol. 2), April, 1946, p. ~. 

4. Cr. Hould, Ralph Norman: 11 Starting Young Enough--and i'lell 
Enough~ Vol. 2), Harch, 1947, p. 6. 

5. Or. Lentz, Richa1·d E.: 11 Another IJorps or Teache:rs 11
, Vol. 2), 

July, 1947, p. 17. 



:!rs. James D. ~·Ty!cer '''rote concerm.ng nobserving Religion 

in Protestant Homesn: 

nThere is a :~ermine revival of interest in the ho:cne as<the 
basic institution for teaching religion. There ha:> be-:m in 
recent years too rrhlch emphasis on the church school as theteacher 
of religion, and many narents have gladly turned over this 
fu.nction to the church. The church school, even in its very 
beginning, did not intend to take this responsibiltiy. It is 
supplementary to what the home should be doing. 11 1 

Other articles on observing religion in the home were about 

the place of the Bible in Christian education in the ho:me2 and 

11 Lent and Easter i11. the Fa.'11ily11 • 5 

). Pastors 

There w~re nine articles on pastors in 1945-48, of which two 

were in 1945-46, five in 1946-47, and two in 19·47-48. Included among 

these i1ere four articles on the pastor and the church, three articles 

on the Christian education of children and the pastor and the church 

school, one on;·.a cou:oles 1 class, and one on the place of elders in 

the educational program. 

J. !lesley Prince wrote concerning nho'tr a minister can set 

the directions in a churchn.l+ F. R. Hayward in an article entitled, 

n If I were a Fasto r again a i•vri tea: 

11 I \V"ou1d 1JSe every device possible to find out all I could about 

. . . . . . 
1. \/y'.cer, :rrs. Ja.'lleS D.: 11 0bserving Religion in Protestant Homes 11

, 

Vol. 23, April, 1947, p. 1). 
2. nNo Dust on These Family Bibles11

, Vol. 22, ~,~ay, 1946, p. ). 
). 

11 Lent and Easter in the Fa'11ily11
, Vol. 23, Feb., 1947, D. 6. 

4. Of. Prince, .,.T. ','lesley: rtThe Ohurch -- a School for Life 11
, 

Vol. 21}, Oct., 1947, p. 7. 
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my new people--their needs, their background, the story of their 
rel~gious experiences, their prejudices and enthusiasms, their 
theological and social notions, their bitter disappointments. 11 1 

Thus a stress upon the meeting of personal needs and helping to 

solve individual problems in a pastor's '1-Tork was seen. 

An example of hot-1 one church met the need for 11 church-wide 

cooperative planning of the total church life and program11 vias re-

ported by J. Allan i'latson in an article entitled 11 Taking the elders 

into the educational program11
• As a result: ~~'The total leadership 

was brought closer together in understanding of each other's problemas 

and the common problems of the church. There i'las indeed a ne\V' unity 

of thought and action in that church. 11 2 

4. Administration 

There i'<'ere fifty-four articles on administration in 1945-48, 

of which eleven were in 1945-46, twenty-eight in 1946-47, and fifteen 

in 1947-48. There viere tiV'enty-three articles on the church school, 

five articles on the church's relation with the home, ten articles on 

leadership and leadership training or workers' meetings, four on 

equipment and the use of money in the church, three on Religious 

Education \'leek and directors of religious education, and nine on 

other aspects of the work of the church. 

Articles on the church school covered such aspects of the 

work as attendance, records in Sunday School, the superintendent, 

1. 

2. 

Hayward, P. R.: 
p. 8. 
~'latson, J. Allan: 
Vol. 24, Feb., p. 

. . . . . . 
11 If I \'{ere a Pastor Again11

, Vol. 22, Feb., 1946, 

11 Taking Elders into the Educational Frogram11 , 

12. 
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an exhibit, worship, and superintendent's knowledge of the adult, 

intermediate, junior, older young peoples', primary, and senior 

departments, music and the pianist, and elective subjects in the 

senior department. 

Administration in the matter of relation beh1een home and 

church touched upon family week in the churchl, inviting parents to 

a teacher's meeting2, using parents in cooperation i1ith the work 

of the church school in such ways as home visiting?, and the value 

of home contacts in maintaining church school attendance.4 

Articles on leadership and workers' or teachers' meetings 

were about the use of veterans as leaders in the church5, "Planning 

ahead for teacher's meetings11 6, using young adults in the Sunday 

School7, volunteer teachers, a handcraft workshop in the church for 

training leaders in creative activity wor~, suggestions of program 

ideas in a workers' conferences9 such as using projected pictures 

and inviting nev1 church members, and the value of having a field 

• • • • 

1. Of. i'lood, Leland Foster: "Putting Fa'Jlily i'leek to \'lork11
, Vol. 24, 

Feb., 1948, p. ll~. 
2. Of. 11 \•fe Invited the Parents11

, Vol. 22, Hay, 1946, p. 7. 
). Of. Lampson, r.fildred f.1.: Col. 24, Jan., 1948, p. 10. 
4. Of. Raab, Harriet H.: 11 Home Contacts Payn, Vol. 22, Dec., 1945, 

p. 12. 
5. Of. Yorger, Ernest Y.: n\'le Put Hany Leaders to ~·lork11 , Vol. 24, 

Nov., 1947, p. 18. 
6. Of. Longman, 0. vl. : II Planning Ahead for Teacher I s ~J1eetings 11 ' 

Vol. 25, Sept., p. 8. 
7. Of. Suppe, Gertrude c.: nYoung Adults Help in Sunday School 11 , 

Vol. 25, l'·1arch, 1947, p. 10. 
8. Of. Dorsett, A. Melvin: 11 Handcraft \'/orkshop in the Ohurch11

, 

Vol. 25, June, 1947, p. 7. 
9. Of. Mcilwain, Orene: 11 Some Other Good Program Ideas11 , Vol. 22, 

May, 1946, P• 9. 
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worker visit a teacher's meeting in a small school. 1 

Gentry A. Shelton told "how Religious Education Week vita-

lized a local church." Results being favorable, he wrote: 

"Our church school leaders would encourage all churches to plan 
for Religious Education Week. They will find it of real benefit 
in getting under way for a new year ~~d in presenting the needs 
and opportunities of religious education. 112 

Articles on other general aspects of administration in the 

church dealt \'lith such subjects as laymen1 s efforts to provide rides 

to church, veterans' favorable opinion ofthe church, older adults in 

a church, a building program \'lhich has the needs of young people in 

view, religious instruction in the church in the summer time and 

suggestions for effectively carrying it on in spite of handicaps 

springing from decreased numbers in attendance, 11 Trends in Evangelism11
, 

and missions study through a 11 school for \'lorld friendshipn. John 

Leslie Lobingier v1rote on the results a church \'lould have if it 11 took 

seriously the Report of the Committee on the Local Church Program", 

listing these: 

1. There ,..,ill surely be a change in people's attitude 
toward the efficacy of the Sunday School. 

2. There 1vill be a-nei'l sense of the comprehensiveness 
of Christian education in the church. 

). The church itself will take on new responsibilities. 

4. Christian education will be recognized as a value for 
those who are older as well as for the young. 

. . . . . •. 

1. 11 A Small School Consults an Expert, 11 Vol. 22, Hay, 1946, p. 8. 
2. She 1 ton, Gentry A. : 11 Getting a Fresh Start, 11 Vo 1. 24, July, 

1948, p. 9. 
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5. Training for better leadership vrill become a major 
emphasis ofthe church. 

6. It will shift its emphasis from the superficial to the 
things that are basic. nThe church ••• must get a;'lay 
from the common devices of attendance a\·tards that take 
into account nothing in the area of character Trowth, 
or spiritual development, or deeper insights. 11 

5. Leadership Education 

There \'tere 17 articles on Leadership Education in 1945-'+8, 

of '\tlhich four viere in 1945-46, seven in 1946-47, and six in 1947-·48. 

Included among these were six articles on various types of leadership 

training methods, four articles on leadership education in connection 

with the church scho~l, and seven articles on other aspects of 

leadership training. 

It '\'las reported that 11 observation trips to public schools 

prove informative and inspirational11
, to Sunday School teachers vTho 

needed to see professional teaching.2 A 11 demonstration class" for 

teachers as reported by Lee J. Gable proved to be a rich experience 

in the transfer from theory to actual teaching.3 The workshop 

method in leadership education was said to be an effective \·Tay to 

train leaders to carry out projects i'li th pupils. 4 Harjorie Tolman 

told of a local church training class in which teachers were trained 

. . . . . . 
1. Lobingier, John Leslie: 11 HovT \'lould Center Church Be Ohanged~ 11 Vol. 

24, September, 1947, p. 16. 
2. Of. Goddard, Alice L.: "Teacher Goes to School, 11 Vol. 22, Sept., 

1945, p. 10. 
). Of. Gable, Lee J.: 11 They Learned by \'latching--Then Doing, 11 Vol. 

23, Oct~ 1946, p. 12. 
4. Of. Snyder, Ross: 11 You Can Use \'forkshop Method, 11 Vol. 24, Jan., 

1948·, P• 15. 
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to teach creatively.l Another exa..rnple of successful leadership edu­

cation was a laboratory training school.2 

Leadership education dealing more directly with the church 

school, such as church school worker's meetings, included an article 

on inviting parents to the meeting, with favorable results, and one 

on the importance of having 11 an inspiring first teachers' meeting11 

in the school year.5 The value of supervision of teachers' work in 

the Sunday School, to help to remedy problems vrhich arise, \-ras 

pointed out by 1~eta·R. Lindsay.4 The superintendent's responsibility 

in getting and training leaders in the church school vras dealt i'Ti"j:.h 

by Charles D. Spotts. After securing the leaders, workers' conf~r-

ences, training courses, and supervision were advised as. means of 

preparing them for effective service.5 

The advantages of a community leadership school were poihted 

out by Lee J. Gable, who said that it demonstrates cooperation among 

churches, enlists the best leadership of all denominations in plan-

ning and conducting the school, offers special courses which no one 

church could offer alone, and it includes many churches that' othert-lise 

would have no training school opportunity. ·As pointed out: 

11 Th~ community.school cannot provide all the training that is 

. . . . . . 
1. Of. Tolman, l•!arjorie: 11 Teaching Teachers to Teach Creatively, 11 

Vol. 22, June, 1946, p. 5· 
2. Of. Miller, Martha :M:. J 11 As a Teacher Is Trained, 11 Vol. 24, April, 

1948, P• 17. 
;. Of. Van Zandt, Philip G.: 11 St\rt Right, 11 Vol. 25, Sept., 1946, 

p. 17. 
4. Of. Lindsay, Meta R.: 11 Is There a Trouble Spot in Your Departmerl2 11 

Vol. 2;, June, 1946, p. 11. 
5. Of. Spotts, Charles D.: 11 Getting and Training Leaders, 11 Vol. 2;, 

July, 1947, p. 9. 
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needed. Both the local church schools and the denominational 
schools are needed to give training not othen1ise available. 
\'le believe, however, that the interdemominational community 
training school is an important and a

1
necessary part of 9ur 

leadership education responsibility. 11 

Ernest Y. Yarger told of 11 a leadership training program. that 

solves both youth and adult problems11 through letting adults share a 

variety of activities with the young people rather than training 

them as youth leaders by taking them apart and telling them about the 

young people. Thisexperiment was carried on by two churches cooperat­

ing in a joint program. of leadership education.2 

Concerning leadership education in the local church Herman 

J. Sweet told of a report of the Study Committee on Christian Education 

which referred to the role of the minister in the task, saying: 

11 The study points to a paucity of professionally trained leader­
ship in the Protestant churches, even though it reiterates the 
Protestant position that the laiety must teach. It suffices 
here to single out one emphasis,~namely that the minister is 
in a key position as educator. The vision that a local church 
has of its teaching mis sian, the standards by 'lrhich it sets its 
goals, the interpretation of the purposes of Christian teaching, 
and the improvement of methods rest firmly and inescapably upon 
his leadership. • •• He is responsible for seeing to it that the 
church fulfills its teaching function. And he, more than any­
one else, creates the condi tiona 'vhich make ·:the total church 
an effective agency in teaching. 11 5 

Viewing the church as a 11 community agency11
, :Mr. s,veet said 

also: 

11 \'fe cannot speak of leadership education as if it 'lrere exclusively 

.••••• 0 

1. Gable, Lee J.: 11 Training 500,000 New \'lorkers, 11 Vol. 24, Nov., 
1947, p. 16. 

2. Of. Yorger, Ernest Y.: "i'le Put f,fany Leaders to i'fork, 11 Vol. 24, 
Nov., 1947, p. 18. 

). Sweet, Herman J.: 11 Leadership Must Be Inclusive, 11 Vol. 24, Harch, 
1948, p. 6. 
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a problem of training for teaching in home and church school ••• 
the church must seek to redeem the community and to

1
do so it 

must train Christian leaders for community action. 11 

Other articles covered such subjects as vacation school 

institute,2 volunteer teachers,5 and using veterans in the church.4 

D. Cooperative Work 

There vtere t\'lenty-nine artie les on cooperative work in 1945-

48, of >·thich seven I'Iere in 1945-46, eleven in 1946-47, and eleven in 

1947-48. Included among these v1ere seven articles on viOrk \·lith 

children and youth, six articles on conventions, conferences or move-

menta, three artic.les on the community, five articles on councils and 

field \'lorkers, and tt·telve articles on general subjects such as the 

Mission to Teachers, radio, interchurch cooperation, and 11 Syndicated 

Uniform Lesson treatments provided for newspaper." 

Articles on children's and young people's \'fork in the field 

of cooperative work dealt \'lith weekday religiouseducation, vacation 

church school, youth week observance, '.'10rkers 1 conferences, and Sunday 

School v-Tork. 

Articles on conferences, or conventions, and movements vtere 

about the United Christian. Youth Movement, the Vlorld 1 s Sunday School 

Association, the Annual 1'ieeting of the International Council. 

. . . . . . 
1. Sweet, op. cit. 
2. Of. Carmichael, Florence P.: 11 Vacatio;t Scho9L;In:~titute Again," 

Vol. 25, Feb., 1947, p. 11. 
5. Of. Heron, Frances Dunlap: 11 Volunteers Are Like That, 11 Vol. 24, 

Nov., 1947, p. 4. 
4. Of. Odiorne, George S.: 11 Why Not Use the Veterans? 11 Vol. 24, 

Nov., 1947, P• 10. 
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For the first time in the history or the religious education 

movement a Committee on the Study of Christian Education was appointed 

to attack such questions as 11 Is it all right for a local church to be 

detached from the moral problems of the community about it, being con­

cerned only for the spiritual life of its own members?111 

One of the artie les on 11 communi ty11 from the report of the 

Committee on the Study of Christian Education listed these points v1hich 

sho\'1 the importance of the community approach to religious education: 

1. The com.l!!Uni ty is one of the most pm.,rerful educational 
forces for good or evil in our civilization. Churches 
shot1ld take thisinto account as they undertake to 
develop Christian personality. 

2. Churches must be concerned for the community because 
life itself as well as the inherent nature of the 
Christian faith demand it. 

). The churches of a local community have collective or 
corporate responsibilities which they must assume 
through interchurch and interdenominational 
organizations. 

4. The mission of the churches to community life must 
be given a central place in the work of each denomina­
tion and each local church, and therefore in their 
educational programs. 

5. An adequate educational strategy forcorru:nunity change 
requires a sound and comprehensive program of citizen­
ship education and action. 

6. Public education should be recognized as a cornerstone 
of a comprehensive Protestant educational strategy, and 
its welfare should have a::ne\v and strong emphasis in 
the churches 1 misaion to the community. 

7. The churches should be concerned about the agencies of 
informal education, inspiring, undergirding and assisting 

. . . . . . 
1. Harms, John \'1.: 11 \'lould Your Community Be Different? 11 Vol. 24, 

Dec., 1947, P• 9. 
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in the coordination of their activities into a 
unified co~nunity-wide program.l 

Stanley B. Hyde \'Trote of a 11 state council's ministry of 

health, Christian education and evangelism11 2 and another article 

told of a state council's program of training county officers.) 

An article entitled 11 The Next Ten Years--What ~Till They 

Mean for Christian Education11 by Paul Calvin Payne included these 

among coming emphases: developments in visual education, more men 

in children's vwrk, 11 teach the one-ness of the vrorld 11 and 11 build a 

united church. 11 

1. 
2. 

). 

4. 

Concerning a united church I4r. Payne 1·1rote: 

11 0ur time calls for the Christian forces to bring into play 
all the power they can develop. A split church can never 
develop this power. V/e are in a compromising position in­
deed as v1e call upon the United Nations to come together 
and surrender elements of individual scvereignty in the 
interest of united action--when we, the Christian churches, 
under no less urgency, have no intention of doing likei'l'ise ••• 
This terrible sin of disunity hasparalyzed the church and 
shortened the a~n of God in the most critical moment in 
}1uman history. 11 

• • • • • • 

Of. Harms, op. cit., pp. 9-10. 
Hyde, Stanley B.: 11 Reaching the Forgotten Ones, 11 Vol. 2), April, 
1947, p. 19. 
Of. La1'1Son, Margaret; "Standing By to Help, 11 Vol. 23, M:ay, 1947, 
p. 15. 
Payne, Paul Calvin: 11 The Next Ten Years, 11 Vol. 22, Hay, 1946, 
p. 6. 
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E. SHIFTING EHPHASES 

As prev:iously indicated l there I'Tere a number of topics desig-

nated as shifting emphases. 

1. Visual Education and Audio-Visual Education 

There vere seven articles on visual education, three in 

1945-46 and four in 1946-47. In 1947-48 a nevr topic "audio-visual 

aicls 11 1:1as added, with eight articles on the subject, making fifteen 

articles in all. 

General subjects covered under the topics '<l"ere the v1ise 

use of money in buying materials, visual education in the va.cs.tion 

church school, use of pictures in teaching end making recordings, 2 

use of visual aid in a tempere.nce lesson, 5 and a report on a Visual ,, 
-,-

Education 'll orkshop sponsored by the I!1ternational Counci 1. 

2. Radio 

There i'lere nine articles in 1945-l~S on radio, of 1'lhich 

tvro l'rere in 1945-'+6, 5 in 1946-4 7, and two in 194 7-ll-8. These covered 

the folloving subjects: the value and role of radio in religious edu­

cation,5 using radio as a family experience in Christis.n education in 
/ 

the home, the program 111!:on1ing Devotions" and its revision, 0 

. . . . . . 
1. Ante. p. 76. (Introduction) 
2. Of'. Bousman, G-ary: 11}-iake Your Ovm Recordings", Vol. 24, Fqv., 191+7, p. 14. 
). C:f. Hockman, \'lillia.m S.: 11 Doim; Four Things all at Once 11

, Vol. 22, 
July, 1946, p. 6. 

4. 11 Visual Education Workshop Undertakes Neu Vent'.1res 11
, Vol. 25, 1~ov., 

1947, p. )6. 
5. Of. Ray-mond K. Beals: "Making Radio a Family Experience 11

, Vol. 24, 
Feb., 1948, p. 15. 

6. Of'. Rasche, Paul A.: 11Revising 1Horning Devotions 111 , Vol. 2), 
Mar. , 194 7, p . 14. 
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a list of religious radio pro~rams, 1 radio broadcasting as a teaching 

technique of children, 2 and 11 National Family Week Radio Oitation. 11 5 

Sidney i'l. Powell wri tee concerning Radio in Christian Edu-

cation: 

11If the churches wi 11 cooperate 1'/i th the broadcasting stations by 
utilizing their facilities, providing programs and calling the 
attention of their people to the religious programs being broad­
cast, radio may prove itself one of the church 1 s ~ost helpful 
adjuncts in preaching,and teaching Christi ani t.y • 11 

;. Evangelism 

The topic 11 Evangelism11 appeared first as of 1946-47, al-

though there \•rere a fevl articles on evangelism before tha.t time. 

Nine articles on evangelism \'Tere found in 1945-48,. Of these one 

v1as in 1945-46, six in 1946-47, and tvm in 1947-48. Subjects coyered 

v1ere: evangelism of the youth and intermediate age,5 11 Evangelism 

By and For Adults 11 ,6 evangelism through the Nationa.l Christian 

Teaching Mission, 7, and 11 Sva.ngeliam for Such a Day as This 11 • 
8 

In the last article, Oliver de\'lolf Cummings said regarding the 

need for evangilism in the post-vrar period: 

o • • • • e 

1. 11Religious Radio Programs 11 , Vol~222, Feb., 1946, P• 16. 
2. Of. Inman, Elinor: 11Radio Serves Religion 11

, Vol. 2;5, Oct., 1946, p. 11. 
;5. 11N~ttional Family 1t'leek Radio Citation 11 , Vol. 2;5, June, 1947. p. 9. 
4. Bowell, Sidney Wi: uHandmaid of Religion 11 , Yol. 22, F~b~, 1946, p. 15. 
5. Of. Courtney, Betty Jane: "Evangelism at the Intermediate .Age 11

, 

Vo1.25, Sept~, 1946, p. 12. · 
6. Of. Swearingen, T.T.: 11Evangelism By and For Adults 11

, Vol. 2;5, 
Oct., 1946, P• 9. 

7. Of. Munro, Harry C.: 11 Is This a Ne1·1 Evangelism?", Vol. 24,. July, 
1948, P• 1~. 

8. Of. Cummings, Oliver deWolf: 11 Eve.ngelism for Such a Day as This 11
, 

Vol. 22, i1ar,., 1946, p. 1;5. 
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11Genuine religion \i'S.s never more grea.tly needed. Men are groping 
for something, they know not what. The moral climate of the 
post-war period has left :rr;~rnr with a ne>v case of jitters. Econo­
mic insecurity looms ahead ••• Crime and delinquency distort 
and destroy youth who seek a substitute for \v-ar 1 a exci ternent. 
Restlessness is everywhere, \'iaate of time and energy, jagged 
nerves. A neurotic generation with a post-war guilt complex 
seeks escape but kno'I'IS not where to turn. 11 1 

4. World Order Education 

Foyr articles on world order education were found in 1945-

46, only, during the post--v;ar period. These were concerned >-lith the 

Chart or of the United Nations. Frank H. Kennedy told of one local 

churcn.'.a program and its attempt to "create a public opinion that 

will insist on the application of Christian principles to inter­

national affairs • 112 Three religious implications of the San Fran-

cisco Charter were stated to be: 11 fai th in the na.ture of rea.li ty, 

recognition tbat man is a sinner, and acceptance of moral order of 

universe." 3 

11Because these assumptions have religious implications, they form 
a profound challenge to the church. They must become alive, not 
only as acts of faith within the ind4vidual but as an active 
force upon international relations." 

5. International Sunday School =onvention 

The International Sunday School Convention was discussed 

in seven articles in 1946-47. They told of the twentyfirst convention 

• • 0 • • • 

1. Ibid. 
2. Kennedy, Frank H.: 11 0ur Local Church and Viorld Peace 11

, Vol. 22, 
Oct.~ 1946, p. 6. 

5. Hall, Cameron P. : 11Religious Implications of the San Francisco 
Oharter 11

, Vo1.2), Sept., p. 40. 
4 .. Ibid. 
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held in Des Moines, Ioi':a.. Emphases in this convention were found to 

be the Sunday school and the homes, leaders, the communities "(teach) 

Christ as world redeemer 11
, and "(live Christ) in personal committment. 111 

Ray J. Harmelink wrote: 

11Now the stage is set for a new day for the S:.mday School. The 
supposed anti thesis between evangelism and Christian education 
is seen to have been without foundation in fact • • .Though the 
lag in emphasis on the teaching work of the church in our theo­
logical seminaries is still lamentable, our churches are in­
creasingly served by ministers 'l'lho see that the church, the 
whole church must teach. There is encouraging recognition of 
the fact that for the church to fail to teach is

2
to fail at 

the point where failure means self-destruction. 11 

6. Ecumenical Education 

There were four articles on ecumenical education, all of 

which were fotmd in 1947-48. They were related to the Amsterdam 

Assembly, the First Assembly of vlhich 111as the ivorld Council of 

Churches, held in 1948, and at which 140 Christian denominations 

from 40 nations meeting 11 to form a permanent organization or world-

:2: 
'I'Iide unity and cooperation."./ 

7. Brotherhood 

There 'I'Tere seventeen articles on Brotherhood in 1945..-48, 

of which twelve 'l'tere in 1945-46, two in 1946-47, and three in 1947...l}8. 

Subjects covered were: relations \'lith Jews, relations l'Ti th Negroes 

brotherhood through summer camps, observing race relations Sunday,4 

& • • • • 0 

1. 11Vlhat will Happen at the Convention? 11 , Vol2), May, 1947, p. 14. 
2. Harmelink, Ray J.: 11 \'Ihy Have a Convention?", Vol. 2), l-1ar., 1947, p. 17. 
;l. 11Amsterdam Assembly, ~lorld Council of ehurches 11 , Vol. 24, July, 1948, 

p. 2. 
4. Of. Eleazer, Robert B.: "Observing Race Relations Sunday", Vol.2), 

Jan., 1947, P• 9. 
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"Brotherhood across Economic Lines 11 ,1 and the Committee on the 

United Christian Youth Ivrovement 1 s stress upon inter-racial under­

standing.2 

8. The Study of Christian Education 

As this topic was considered under "Cooperative \'lork~', it \'lill 

be only briefly mentioned here~ as having a place among shifting em­

phases dm·ing the post-1rar period. 

9. Continuity Bible Pictures 

In 1945-46, there ,.,ere five articles on Oo:ntinuity Bible 

Pictures. These dealt with11Their Limi ta.tions 11 3 11 Their Values 11 ,'+ 

PProblems Behind Bible Action Pictures as Seen by the ;\rtist and 

as Seen by the Christian 'I'eacher, n5 and 11 '.'fha t Bible Action Pic-

tures are nD'rT Being Published. n6 

10. Bible, the Revised Standare Version of the Naw Testament 

Published in 1946, the Revised Standard Version of the 

Nevi" 'fest&nent v1as the subject of six articles in 1945-46. These de-

scribed the ad vantages of the mnv version. 

e o • • 

1. Of. Bouv~man, J. Burt: 11 Brotherhood Across Economic Lines 11 , 'lol .. 22, 
Jan., 1946, p. 17. 

2. Of'. Tesdell, Robert: 11 T'ne Boy \·Tho ;·;auld Not, But Did 11
, Vol. 23, 

Jan., 1946, p. 9 .. 
). IJf. Acheson, Edna 1.: 11 Their Limitations 11 , Vol. 22~ Jan., 1946, 

p .. 20. 
4. 'J)':. Diener, Thelma D.: "Their Y,aluea 11 , Vol. 22, Jan., 1946, p. 21. 
5. Of'. Morgan, Sti:nemetz: "Problema Behind Bible Action Pictures; 

as Seen by the Artist~ Vol. 22, l'Tov., 1945, p. 16. 
Of .. Bovman, 'Jlarice l4.: 11 As Seen by the Christian 'Peacher!', Vole 22 9 

4 

Nov.s 1945, p. 16. 
6. 11 ~vha.t Bible Action Pictures are NoH Being Published?", Vol. 22, 

Oct., 1945, P• lle 
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11. TemperruLce Education 

There v/ere four articles on temperance education in 191~5-

1948, three of vThich \·rere in 191~5-1946 and one in 1946-1947. The 

subjects covered \\"ere tem:cerance education through visual aids, 

teaching temperance,
1 

abstinence, 2 and other related topics. 

12. Protestantism 

Thirteen articles on Protestantism \'/ere found in 191~6-

191+8, of ':Thich seven articles r;:ere in 1946-1947, and six in 1947-

1948. They treated such su.bjects as: the Bible as an authority,) 

"Protestants and the Virgin Mary11
, 

4 and 11 lthen Protestants Pray11 .5 

1). Rural \'fork 

There \·re::·e nine articles on rural work in 191~5-1948. Of 

these four v1ere in 1945-1946, three in 1946-1947, and t\'IO in 1947-

1948. Content of the articles covered such topics as rural vacation 

schools, teaching in the rural church, 11 Negro Children Visit Rural 

6 Homes11
, and a 11 a state counciii s ministry of health, Christian educa-

tion and evangelism11 • 7 

. . . . 
1. Of. Skeath, ~1illiam Charles: 11 Rovl Shall V/e Teach Tem:::::erance? 11

, 

Vol. 22, Feb., 1946, P• 19. 
2. L. \'1,.: 11 \'fhat, Total Abstinence? Yes~n, Vol. 22, Feb., 1946, p. 40. 
). Of. Smith, Roy L.: 11 The Bible is the Protestant's Authority11

, 

Vol. 2), Feb., 1947, p.). 
4. Of. "Protestants and the VirginHary11

, Vol. 2), Dec., 1947, p. 3. 
5. Of. 11 '\'lhen Protestants Pray11

, Vol. 23, Se::;t., 1947, p. ). 
6. Of. 11 Negro Children Visit Rural Church Eomes 11

, Vol. 22, Jan., 1946, 
p. 16. 

7. Of. Hyde, Stanley B.: 11 Reaching the Forgotten Ones 11
, Vol. 23, 

April, 1947, p.l9. 
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14.. ;,1ission to Christian Teachers 

'I'here ;tere six articles on the Mission to Christian 

Teachers, all in 1945-46. 

11 Ta overcome toda.y 1 s c;rawing spiritual illiteracy and to combat 
vridesprea.d materialistic secularism are among the greatest needs 
of our day. The National Christian Teac'b.ing !viission puts into 
the hands of religioljs \'iorkers across the nation the tools and 
into their hearts the inspiration for meeting these needs. 11 1 

15. Directors of Religious Education 

There was one article on Direc·tors of Religious Edu-

cation in 1947-48 and t1-Jis article deals vri th the role of a 

Director of Reli~ious education in the local church program.2 

16. Psycho logy 

Seven articles were found under the topic Psychology 

in 1945:-46. These articles reported that 11 the best insights 

and methods of modern psychology 11 \vere applied to the problems 

which confront the Christian educatorl5 

17. I.foving Populations 

11Moving Populations"had five articles in 1945-46. These 

articles dealt with the responsibility of the church in minister-

ing to people who are often migrating. J. Gordon Chamberlain wrote: 

11 Transiency is part of the permanent pattern of Americe.n life. 
Vlartime migration accentuated the mobility of our population 
and made us aware of some of the basic problems t·rh;ich the 

. . 
1. Lawson, :Margaret: 11The !"1ission to Teachers take Hold 11

, Vol. 22, 
Oct., 1945, P• 57• 

2. Of. Hsckman, i'lilliam s.: ttmn_t Do You ;•rant Vlith a DRE? 11
, Vol. 24, 

July, 1948, P• 12. 
5. Sweet, Herman J.: 11 Ho>-T Psychology Can Help~, Vo 1. 22, Sep:t~, 

1945, P• 4. 
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nation and the church must meet if a stable society is to be 
built in this la.l1d .nl 

Some new techniques in the approach to this problem suggest;-)d v1e:re 

neighborhood groups, radio, and visual aids. 'Jther approaches named 

were the personal approach, the family approach, the community ap­

proach, and the approach of lay t'orces •2 

The ·articles in the International Journal of Religious 

Education during the three years following 1;\forld War II, 1945-1948, 

revealed that two general topics received approximately e~ual em-

phasis, namely, the Church's Program for Children and Young People 

and the Ohurch 1a Program for Adults. Under the former topic,the 

order of sub-topics vt~1ich \-las allotted according to relative em!" 

phasis was found to be just, t\'ro more articles than the latter: 

young people 1 s work, children 1 s vrork, teaching methods, vacation 

church school, and weekday religious education. Thus there i-las no 

change in the general p'a ttern as compared to the war years. 

The increase in numbers of pre-school age children in 

Sunday School reflected the influence of the i'iar years vii th their 

rise in the birth rate. Some v1ri ters stressed the necessity of 

religious nurture at the early years level. 

Ou~rent events were to be traced in the recognition of 

e • • • • • 

1. Chamberlain, Gordon: 11Vlhen \'lil1 America Settle Down? 11
, vol.22, 

Wov., 1945, ~· 4. 
2. Of. Murphy, Ruth Elizabeth: 11Post-•.1ar Strategy fo:r Cnri stian 

Educ!?.tion~, vol. 22, Nov., 1945, p. 4. 
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the United Nations organization in relation to Christian education. 

In the program, o'f weekday religious education during the post-·vrar 

years there \vas much stress upon the status and legality of this 

movement and many questions were raised as a result.of the Cham­

paign trial. 

Ohri stian educ&.tion on the young people 1 s level during 

the post-war years was seen to be carried on ·extensively through 

youth movements and organizations, such as the Christian Youth 

Conference of North America, the second ltlorld Conference in Oslo 

and the Youth Fellovlship. An emphasis upon the uniting of youth 

in attempting to meet the challenge of the day was seen. Another 

emphasis '\'las upon inter-racial rela tiona among young people. 

As in both of the preceding periods, so in this the topics 

administration, li::~me and parent education, leadership education, 

adult '.'Tork, and pastors, were considered under the general topic 

of the ehurch 1 s Program among Adults. National Family Week and 

its aim to increase the impact of Christian education in the home 

't>Tas stressed in the post-war period. Correlation betv¥een home 

and the church school in their shared ::-ask v<as stressed. The 

church's responsibility in meeting the needs of veterans was stressed 

and the possibility of using veterans as leaders in the church was 

suggested. Continued emphasis on the improvement of teaching me­

thods through leadership education programs 1-tas noted. 

The importance of carrying on Christian education mn a 

community basis was stressed under the general topic 11 Coopea!!ative Work 11
• 
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Another emphasis v1as upon the necessity- for the churches to be united 

in effort to eliminate disunity which often characterizes them. 

Ohanging emphases in the post-war years, 1945-48, were 

seen to be eighteen. New ones not found heretofore, were Moving Popu-
'"' 

lations, Psychology, Protestantism, Bible, the Revised Stand.ard Ver-

aion of the l'Tei'l' Testament, Continuity Bible Pictmrea, Ecumenical 

Education, Brotherhood, the Study of' Christian Education under In-

ternational Council o:f Religious Education auspices, and Audio-

Visual Education. These evidence an awareness of the trends o:f the 

times and indicate an effort to utilize and to adapt to these vtherever 

possible. The increasing .popularity o:f comic books, for example, 

\•ras reflected in the discussion and evaluation of Continuity Bible 

Pictures. An emphasis upon Ecumenical education paralleled the 

preparation for the organization of the 1/[orld Council of Cl·mrches 

at Amsterdam in July, 1948, and sho\ied the increasing trend to'!frard 

a united. church in the task of Christian education. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

SUI/Il!IARY AND CONCLUSION 



CHAPTER IV 

SUMJYIARY Alm CONCLUSION 

This study of the International Journal of Religious 

Education with a view to discovering the emphases in the field 

of Christian Education in the years 19)8-1948 began 'l'li th an 

examination of the indices in the July-August issues of each 

year •. Here were found certain topics which appeared regularly 

throughout the ten-year period. n1ese the writer then grouped 

under three general headings: The Cl1urch1 s Program for Children 

and Young People, The Church's Program for Adults, and Cooperative 

I·lork. Other tonics which lV"ere found to var.; somewhat, appearing 

in some years and not in others, were included under the general 

heading Shifting Emphases •. 

The ten-year period ;v-hich '\'ras covered i•ras divided into 

three sections according to major events in the United States. 

The first period was the pre-iv-ar years, 19)8-1941; the second, 

the • .. rar years, 1941-1945; and the third, the post-war period, 1945-

1948 •. 

An investigation of the three year period, 1938-1941, 

resulted in the discovery of the follOiv-ing emphases in The Church's 

Program for Children and Young People: In the fields of Children's 

vlork:. Vacation Church School, Weekday Religious Education, and 

Teaching Methods it 'I'Tas found that a variety of methods were used. 

in creative teaching. Young people's prograrns in the local church 

and summer campsoandcconferences i·lere described and designated as 

-11)-
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important. Under the topic, The Church's Program for .Adults, w-as 

found also a stress upon reaching children, namely, through 

Christian laymen. The need of more effective vrork among adults 

\'las shown by the formation of the United Christian Adult Hovement 

and indirectly through the stressing of the lack of Christ-centered 

home life. The value of showing young married couples the meaning 

of Christian marriage through pre-marital counselling \'las stated 

as one means to bring more concentration upon the religious side 

of home life. 

Other trends indicated in the pre-'l'rar years l'lere these: 

The uniting in a cooperative effort to further the objectives of 

Christian Education through large:~conventions for both adults and 

young people. Preceding the Second \'lorld Vlar Christian educators 

were stressing peace education, race relations, missions and world 

friendship, and.social education. 

During the four vrar years, 1941-1945, the articles shot-Ted 

the reflection of war conditions on Christian Education, both in 

the Church's Program for Children and Yo~tng People and that for 

Adults. Although it vras found that many problems arose as a result 

of the war, opportunities for more effective teaching also appeared. 

Teachers of children vrere made aware of the responsibility of 

shoNing children the values of tolera.11ce and friendly inter-racial 

relations. 

It was found that Vacation Church Schools flourished 

during the t-rar years and consequently the problem of acquiring an 

adequate leadership arose. The vital need for Christian teaching 
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through the means of Vacation Church Schools,. Sunday School, and the 

i'leekday Religious Education program was pointed out, especially 

because of the disintegration of home life and the general demoral­

izing effects of the war •. Not only in relation to children, but 

also in ministering to all age levels, the church1 s task was seen 

as heightened and the pastor's responsibility as broadened during 

the w·ar years. A forward look to poat-vrar years i'las noticed, in the 

suggestions for adaptation of the church program to new needs of 

veterans and others 1·1hose lives were influenced by '"ar., In the face 

of i'lar1 a disastrous effects, young people united in the United Christ­

ian Youth Movement •. Other significant movements during these years 

were the United Christian Education Advance and the Mission to 

Christian Teachers, which indicated the concern of Christian 

educators with continuing efforts to improve and enlarge their vmrk •. 

Finally, articles of peace education, vmrld order, and ,..,ar and 

demobilization demonstrated also the effect of the war upon Christian 

education. 

The third period, 1945-1948, following the war brought the 

continuation of some emphases and the merging of war-time influences 

into post-i'lar ones. Tvro significant post-vrar aspects of Christian 

education were found to be the discussion of its relation to the 

United Nations and an increase in numbers of young children as 

a result of a high birthrate during the war ;)rears. In Young People's 

i'/ork it i'las seen that a rene1·.red stress v1as laid upon the imnortance 

of youth conventions and organizations. In addition to this there 

was e.dded emphasis upon inter-racial and inter-faith relations among 



young people. In the area of home life the post-war years brought 

a deeper realization of the need for more religion in the home 

and therefore National Family \'leek 1-'las increasingly emphasized. 

The necessity of church and home cooperating in their task of 

Christian education was pointed out •. Along the line of cooperation 

it was e.lso indicated that the church should be more united in its 

objectives and seek to eliminate the division and disunity 1vhich 

often prevail •. The return of ser:vicemen to civilian life formed 

a challenge and responsibility of the church to help the veteran 

fit into the program satisfactorily •. Additione.l post-'l'rar trends 

in Christian education 1vere found to be an interest in Ecumenical 

Education, Audio-Visual Education, Protestantism, .Brotherhood, and 

Continuity Bible Pictures• Thus,. it \'ias evident that these years 

brought efforts on the part of Christian educators to meet the 

needs of the post-'l'mr period in many different ways •. 

Conclusions formed from the preceding study may be 

summarized in this manner: 

Throughout the decade, 19)8-1948, Christian education 

retained its single objective of attempting to reach children, 

young people, and adults with effective Christian teaching. It 

was seen that in each of the three periods, the pre-war period, the 

'~<Tar period, and the post-war period, Christian educators stressed 

improvement of teaching methods and leadership education courses.;. 

With the years there seemed to be an increasing realization that 

in order to produce desired results it \•ras necessary that teachers" 

seek to utilize the best methods and to evaluate their 't>rork in terms 



-117-

of the needs of the pupils. !"'uch stress vras laid upon cres.tive acti-

vities and pupil participation throughout the decade, and teacbing 

related to life Has in order. Teaching of the Bible vra.s given a 

larger place during the four 1.,rar years than during the other periods. 

In addition to maintaining and intensifying the quality of 

the church 1 s educational program, a study of emphases durin<~ these 

years revealed a keen a1trareness of 'trorld eve11ts and a real desire 

to meet situations as they arose. These included meeting nei'f needs 

of the people as they entered Har industry t·rork or enlisted in the 

a.rmed services and countering the ner;0:1.tive effects of war as re-

fleeted in the realms of home life, young people 1 s •·rork, vs.cation 

church school, vfeekday relL,;ious education, pastoral work, and 

other areas. The 't~ar and post-':rar periods also brought about a 

realization that there must be a united effort on the part of the 

-church as a vrhole in the form of conferences, cooperative movements, 

a.nd ecumeni city. Thus during; this ten-year period, Ohri s ti an ed u-

cation has sho\m itself to be both a stable and a vi tal force in 

the midst of changing times. 
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