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THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE OMI BROTHERHOOD
TO :
POST WAR JAPAN

INTRODUCTION

The Second World War brought to an end the old
feudalistic Japanese Empire. The air of penitence hovered
over Japan. AShe lost many lives, a vast amount of mater-
ials,'and spiritual security. But through misty eyes she
saw new hope. Democracy is this bright hope. She rose
again with new decision:
We, the Japanese people, acting through our duly elect-
ed representatives in the national Diet, determined
that we shall secure for ourselves and our posterity
the fruits of peaceful cooperation with all nations and
the blessings of liberty throughout this land, and re-
solved that never again shall we be visited with the
horrors of war through the action of govermment, do
proclaim that sovereign power resides Withlthe people
and do firmly establish this Constitution.

To carry out this decision and to achieve her'new goal,

democracy, the Japanese people must know Christianity, for

democracy cannot be understood nor can it function effec-

tively without Christianity. And next, she must know

that Christianity is much more than democracy. Japan

cannot construct a new country without Christianity. She

mast build on the rock. For this end, Christian

[ ] - . [ ] - *

l. The Constitution of Japan, Preface.

-i-
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evangelism is the primary task of the Church of Post War

Japan.
A, Btatement of the Problem

Various Christian groups have been working in
Japan., It is necessary to examine the work being done to
dliscover whether the problems of Japan are being met. It
is impossible to investigate 2ll of the Christian work
being done in Japan. Therefore the pro@lem of this thesis
1s to discover the problems of Post War Japan and in light
of .those problems to consider the work of one distinctive
Christian program, namel& the Oml Brotherhood, in order
to discover its contribution to JdJapan of to-day and to-

MOrrowW,.
B. Importance of the Problem.

Christian evangelism cannot be achleved by
pastors, missionaries and teachers slone, but also demands
the eooperaﬁion of Christlian laymen. Missionary work is
offered in many phases, such as industry, business, social,
political, educational work. Christianity in Japan must
be grown in her own soil, not be borrowed from other
countries, This is a strategic time in Japan's develop-
ment. Japan never had such a harvest. Christlanity is

the true way of life, therefore it is important that

missionary work meke its impact on the life of the nation.



~-iii~

This thesis wlill present information on the basic problems
of Post War Japan and will glve an introduction to the
- important contributions of a unique evangelical movement

in Post War Japan.
C. Source of Study

The sources of this study will include books
and periodicals relating to general fields of Post War
Japan and to the speeific work of the Omi Brotherhood.
Books and periodicals dealing with Post War Japan have
been published since 1945 in Amerieca and in Japan both in
English and in Japanese. Those dealing with the work of
the Omi Brotherhood were written by the founders and lead-
- ers of the movement and were selected on recommendation
by Mr. Lester G. Chapin, a former member of the Omi -
Brotherhood, and Mr. Koichiro Murata, one of the founders
of the Omli Brotherhoocd. As a Japanese and as a member of
the Omi Brotherhood, the writer of this thesls will zlso

furnish informatlion out of his own personal experience.
D. Method of Procedure.

The first chapter will deal with Post War
conditions in Japan in order to discover the problems
confronting her today. The second chapter will deal with
the program of the Omli Brotherhood. In the light of the
problems of Japan the contribution of the Omi Brotherhood
will be determined in the third chapter. A summary and
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conclusion will complete the study.



CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEMS OF POST WAR JAPAN



THE PROBIEMS OF FPOST WAR JAPAN
A, Introduction

As the first step in determining the contribution
. of the Omi Brotherhood to Post War Japan, it is necessary
%o discover the problems of Post War Japan in the light of
the past and present, The books dealing with this subject
were written by scholars, missionaries, and by nationals
who know the situatlon and problems of Post War Japan,

Upon analysis, the problems set forth in these books were
found to be classified as general, pollitical, economical,
educational, and religlous, Mr, William C, Kerr, Dr, Edwin
C. Reischauer, Dr, Floyd Shacklock, and Messrs, Osgood
Hardy and Glenn 5. Dunke classify the basic problems as
political, economic, social, educational, and religious in
the light of history, cultures, and the present situation,
Dr, Robert A, Fearey treats especially the political and
economic problems between 1948 - 1950; Mr, Romney Wheeler
treats economic and political problems especilally related
with Russia; Drs, Marshall O, Balfour, Roger F, Evans,
Frank W, Notestein, Irene B, Taeuber discuss public health
and demography; Miss Cornelia R, Schroer, The Kiristo-Kyo-

Nenkan (The Christian Year Book) 12950 and the Shukvo-Yoran

(Religious Manual) show the religious problems, The Report

i
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of the Becond United States Education Mission to Japan

and Kyoiku-Yoran (Educational Manual) show the basic edu-

cational problems, Asshl Nenkan (Asahi Year Book) and

Kiristo-Kyo Nenkan (Christian Year Book) 1950 give statis-
tical information which throw light on some of the above

problens,
B. Political Problems

The vasic problem of the political field in

Fost War Japan l1ls democratization, All the writers of
1
Post War Japan write of democracy and its allied problems

such as the change from an imperial to a democratic
2
country, the shortage of leaders, the lack of democratic

5

experience, and communism, Tor the democratization of

1. Cf, Relschauer, Edwin 0,: The Unlted States and Javan,

Pp. 205-303, pp. 1-45,
Cf, Fearey, Robert A,: The Occupation of Japan, pp.

Of. Kerr, William C,: Japan Begins Again, pp. 147-14¢,
pp- 94'—96 . ’ )

Cf. Shacklock, Floyd: Which Way Japan?, pp. 38-42,
o, 6f, Ibid., pp. 7-19.

¢f, Kerr, op, cit,, pp. 27-117.

Cf. Reischauer, op., cit., pp. 178-204,
3, Cf, Ibid,, pp. 245-246,

6f, shacklock, op. cit,, pp. 37-38.

0f. Rerr, op, cit,, pp, 101-105,

0f, Fearey, op. cit., pp, 2531,
4, Cf. Ipid., pp. 107-122,

0f. Kerr, op, cit,, pp. 55-57.

Cf, Reischauer, op, cit,, po. 99-193, 303,
5. Of. Ibid., pp. 39-45, 288-205, 259-282,

Cf. Fearey, op, cit,, pp, 107-122, 201-215,

Cf. Kerr, op. cit,, op. 82, 100-101,

Cf. Shacklock, op. eit., vo. 37-39.



Japan is not only the primary objective of the American
policy for Japan, but also the new goal of Japan herself.
The United States' policy for Japan has been summarized
into a three - point program by Dr. Reischauer, who states:
Plrst come the demilitarization of Japan to prevent her
from agein disrupting the Far East by military aggression.
Next was the more bagic objective of creating a 'peace-
ful and responsible government" in Japan, meaning, of
course, a democratic government which, because of pop-

ular control, would be less likely than an authoritar-
ian government to embark upon a warlike course,

1. The Change From an Imperial Country to a Democratic
Country.

FPollowing the Potsdam Proclamation of July 26,
1945 and the United States Initial Post Surrender Policey
for Japan of August 29, 1945, demillitarization was achlev-
ed speedily. Democratization is gradually growing under
the guidance of General Douglas MacArthur and his occupa~
tion authorities. Japan revised her political and legal
structure, modifying or eliminating every law and institu—(
tion that hindered democratic development.

The constitution, which was granted by the
Emperor Meiji in 1889, prescribed that; "The Emperor is
the head of the Empire, combining in himself the right
of sovereignty.."8 This concept of the old constitution
was abolished and the new democratic constitution was

* L d [ ] L] L4 [ 2

1. Reischauer, op. cit., p. 32.
2. The Constitution of the Japanese Empire: Article I



adopted by the Diet in 1947. The new constitution declares
that: "The Emperor shall be the symbol of the State and of
the uniiy of the veople, deriving his position from the will
of the people with whom resides sovereiganower."l Thus
the sovereign power now resldes with the people no longer
beingvan intricate part of the Emperor's ruling domain.
The Diet, which is elected by the people and "consists of
two Houses, namely the House of Representatives and the
House on Councellors", is '"the highest organ of state
2
power' and "the sole law~-making organ of the state'.
This 1s the fundamental change in her nature from an
Enpire to a2 democratic nation.
Furthermore she declares the renunciation of
War in this statement:
Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on
Justice and order, the Japanese people forever renounce
war as a sovereign right of the nation and the threat
or use of force as means of settling internationel
disputes. In order to accomplish the aim of preceding
paregraph, land, sea, and air forces, as well as other
war potential, wlll never be maintained. The right of
belligerency of the state will not be recognized,?l
This also means the great change from a militaristic to a
veaceful, democratic country.
Japan renounced wer and stepped forward to
change her central and local government system, her
Judiclal system, and other government systems -- changes

. L] » . [ L ]

1. The Constitution of Japan: Chapter I, Article I.
2. The Constitution of Japan: Chapter 4, Article 41 and 42.
3. Ibid., Chapter 2, Article 9.



based on the new, drastic, democratization policy. The
whole peerage was abolished. Her people, now egual under
the law, have more civic liberties and riéhts than hefore.
Her peovle now hsve "the inalienable right to choose their
public officials and to dlsmigs them.“l They have been
guar anteed Ireedom of thought and coﬁscience,2 freedom
of religion,3 freedom of assgembly axd speech,4 and academic
freedom.” lioreover the policy of "the eéual rights of
husband and wife as a basis in marriage“é has been firmly
established. Fuithermore the Japanese éonstitution pre-
gscribes newer hunman rights whiéh are not found in previoug-
ly constituted bills. The Constitution states:
A1lY the people shall have the right to maintain th
minimum standards of wholesome and cultured living.
A1l the geople shell heve the right and the obligation
to work. '
The right of workers to organize end to bargain collect-
ively is guaranteed.
Election of public officizls is to be in the hands of the
people. The chlef governing officials of 211 local greups
are to be "elected by direct popular vote within their
several commmnities."© Prefectural governors are elected

[ ] . L3 . o .

1. The Constitution of Japan: Ch. III, Article 15,

2., Ibid. Article 19.
3e Ibid. Article 20,
4, Ibid., Article 21.

6. Ibid, Article 24,
T« Ibig. Article 25,
8. Ibid., Article 27.
9, Ibid., Article 28.
10, Ibid., Ch. VIII, Article 93,

2

5. Ibid., A4 rticle 23.
5
3
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by the people instead of being gopointed by the Home
Ministry, end the direct control of central goverament
has been eliminated. The elected assemblies have the
broader legislation powers "to enact their own regulations
with law."*
Even though these changes as well as many others
in the form and structure of the constitutlion have been
nmade quickly and suddenly, one rmust regl ize that democ-

ratization in the true sense of the word can only be a slow

and steady process.

2, Shortage of New Leaders,
The Potsdam Proclamation stated that:
There must be eliminated for all time the authority
and influence of those who have deceived axd misled the
veople of Japan into embarking on world conguest, for
we insist thaet a new order of preace, security and justice
will be impossible until irresponsible militarism is
driven away from the world.2
Folkowing this statement a drastic purge of the old Japanese
leadership was carried out.3 Twenty five top war-time
leaders were sentenced. MNany leaders, military and govern-
ment officials, teachers, newsmen, politicians, and even
businesgmen who collaborated with the military government
ard misled the people, were removed from their public

1. The Constitution of Japan: VIII, Article 94,
2. The Potsdam Proclamation: Article 6.
3. Relschauer, Edwin O.: The United States and Japan p. 244

s

Cf. Fearey, Robert A.: The Occupation of Japan, pp. 26-27.



1
positions and from substantial private responsihkility.

In place of these purged leaders new democratic leaders
must come out to the fore, leaders who will guide the new
Japan as it faces numerous post war problems. The shortage
of new leaders is the primary concern of a country in the
process of rebirth.2

3. Lack of Democratic Experience.

For many long years the Japanese people lived
partly by feudalistic concepts and partly according to
modern ideas., Until the end of the last war her people
were taught absolute obedience and an unquestioning loyal-
ty to those in power. Because of Japan's long tradition of
central government the people have had almost no expe=-
rience in democcracy. The new revolution in Jspan's polit-
ical 1life has been very sudden, but the change from old to
new thinking is slow and hard. Japan needs more democrsdic
experiences, but it will take a long time. She must

3
achieve 1t step by step.

[ ] . 3 L] . .

1. Cf. United States Initial Post Surrender Policy for
Japan: Part III.

2. Cf, Reischauer, Edwin O.: The United States and Japan,
Pp. R46-247.

Cf. Kerr, William C.: Japan Begins Again, pp. 101-106.
Cf, Shacklock, Floyd: Which Way Japan, pp. 37-38.

3., Cf. Kerr, William C.: Jgpan Begins Again, pp. 29-81.
Cf. Shacklock, Floyd: Which Way Jgpan?, ppr. 15-19,
38-42, :

Cf, Reischauer, Edwin 0O.: The United States and Japan,
Pp. 179-204.
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4, Communism,

Communism was suppressed by the government
many years, but by the new constitution which guaranteed
freedom of thought, communism suddenly prevailed all over
Japan.l Communist leaders, Kyuichi Tokuda and Yoshio
Shigo, who were in prison for elighteen years, and Sango
Nasaka, who was expelled and was in Communist China, came
back to prominence, They were welcomed as heroes by enthu-
siastic people, They organized a new communist party,
The party issued newspapers, magazines and booklets and
did a great deal to enlist people, They took the initiative
in the labor unionsg, Theilr rational method was éspecially
welcomed by many desperate young people, In 1947, the
communist party was 9,6% of the electorate and thirty-five
seats in the House of Repregentatives, The Communists
have appealesd especlially to intellectual groups, students
and bralin workers who were in poor economlc conditions,
As these intellectual people had independent Jjudgment and
were accustomed to think in theoretical terms they wel-
comed the formulated and coherent philosophy of the

mid-nineteenth century theory of iarx rather than the

. L] L] L3 . »

1. Cf. Shacklock, Floyd: Which Way Japan?, p. 41.
cf. Aelscqaue; Edwin C.,: The United States and Japan,
DD, 292-294,

2. GOFf, Wheeler, Romney: "Stalin's Target for Tomorrow"

Readers DlﬁeSu (Mareh 1951), Vol. 58, Nc, 347, ». 67
Cf, Fearey, Robert A,: The Cccupation of Japan, Do,
101-113.



~Om

unclear and non-comprehensive philosopny of Democracy which
was misrepresented in the plecemeal explanation glven by the
members of the Occupation forces and Japanese to new leaders,
Marxism fascinated these people as the 1it65t and the most

advanced concepits of a new soclal order,

The Communists took advantage of the indecision

L]

of the government on various problems, Economic difficulties,

high taxes, food collection, land reform, houséng'problems,
drove many peovple into the communist movement, Thus
Gommunists claiming to be "the only champlions of Japanese
nationalism" stirred up the people by means of various
techniques, However thelr frequent use of general strikes
and their violent disregard of the laws and social order,
terrorized the people and gradually the communists declined

L
n popularity,

j2e

C. Economic Problems,

Conscious of the close link between Japan's

economy and her growth as a democracy, various writers

. 3 . . . »

1. Reischaver, Edwin O,: The United 3States and Japan,
pp. 269-282,

2. £, Ibid., pp. 292-293,

Gf, Shacklock, Floyd: Which Way Japan?, p. 42,

%, Reischauer, Edwin O0,: The United States and Janan,

0. 292,

4 Fearey, Robert A,: The Occupation of Javan, pp. 78,

113-119, 210, .

Gf, Wheeler, Romney: "Stalin's Target for Tomorrow",

Reader's Digest (March 1951) Vol. 58, No. 347, op.

65-68,
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consider poverty, overpopulation, and labor unions as the
primary economic problems of Post iar Japan.l Dr. Reischauer,
for example, says: "...a peaceful and democratic Japan could
exist only on the basis of a viable economy, that is an

economy which would permit the peacetime requirements of the

population to be met . e

1. Poverty.
Economically Japan 1s very poor. Because of the

mountainous character of her islands, not more than sixteen

3

percent of her land is cultivated. She is poor in iron ore,

0il, wood and other materials which are essential to modern
- industry. ~Furthermore to-day, the population of Japan is

eighty four million with the people jammed into the small
area of the home islands. No longer do the people have the

assurance of their daily food nor the income derived from

markets since raw materials for such enterprise must necessar-
ily come from outside the country. Her industry is almost

. © . [ ] L d L ]

1. Cf. Reischauer, op. cit., pp. 65-83, 277-278, 300-301.
¢f. Kerr, op. cit., pp. 93-9L, 97.
Ccf. Shacklock, op. cit., pp. 29-30. )
Cf. Fearey, op. cit., pp. 91-93, 1586-161, 219-222,
2. Reischauver, op. cit., p. 32.
3. Ibid., p. 5.
¢f. Kerr, op. cit., pp. 93-9l.
Asahi Shinbun Sha: Asahi Nenkan (Asahi Year Book) 1949,
pp. L61-10ol, '
Cf. Wheeler, op. cit., p. 65.
Cf. Pearey, p. 131.
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suffocated. The scant productivity of the land cannot

support her own veople. She has to import sufficient food

and raw materials by trading manufectur:ed articles which

are maede from imported raw materials. China used to be

the best market for Jepan but has been cut off by the Iron

"Curtain of Communism. The housing, clothing and food short-

age and inflation are the great difficulties in trying to
echieve a standard of living high enough to further her
1

democratic developments.

2. Populzation Problem.

One of the most fundamental problems of Japan
ig that of overpopulation. She has zbout eighty four
million population in an ares of 147,690 square miles,
about the size of Montana which has 147,138 square miles.
In 1939 she had 773,783 square miles including Manchuria,
and her population was 195,226,101.2 But as the result

of the Second World War she was left with only the islands
of Honshu, Hokkaido, Kyushu, Shikoku, and other minor

3

iglands as the Potsdam Proclamation determined. Even

l. Fearey, op. cit., p. 101.
Ccf. Kerr, op. cit., pp. 93-97.
¢f. Reischauver op. cit., pp. 205-218.
2., (Cf. Shacklock, op. cit., ppr. 29-30,
Cf. Reilschauer, op. cit., pp. 53=-68, 300-%01.,
¢f., Fearey, op. cit., pp. 91-92, 135-136, 158-161.
Cf. Wheeler, op. cit., p. 65.

Cf. New York World Telegram: The World Almanac 1949,

pp. 136, 527.
3. Of. Reischasuer, op. c¢it., pp. 235-24%3,
Cf., Potsdem Proclamation: Article 8. ¢f. Unitéd

States Initiel Post-Surrender Policy for Japan, Part I.



though the land is small her population is increasing by
1.5 million a year, in other words by 4,100 a day. For
her future the Economic, Scientific and Statistics Section
of S. C. A. P. estimated that "the minimum population in
(\1970 would be 100 millions and the maximum 114 millions
with a medium estimate of 107 millions." The solution
of her population problem is complicated. Japanese immi-
gration to other lands is out of the question. There is
general agreement among the authors studied that the only
way to solve her population problem is by artificial birth
control.2 There 1s the experlence of the West which has
muéh to offer, but as Dr. Feary states:

Even if birth control information were spread rapidly

in Japan and appllances for its practice made freely

avallable, 1t would be several decades or more before

it would be practieed on a s¢ale sufficently broad to

reduce substantially the absolute annual increase.’
Thus she not only should urge birth control, but she should
also have a positive policy for the reapid effectuation of
"this apprcech to the problen.

She must alsq concentrate on the promotion of

foreign trade and industry, proper distribution of the

L] - Ld L] L] °

1. Balfour, Marshall C.; Evans, Roger F.; Notestein, PFrank,
W.; Taeuber, Irene B.3 "Public Health and Demography
in the Far East," p. 32.

2. Cf. Reischauer, op. cit., p. 300.
Gf'o Fear«ejy, OD. Cito, PP« 159"1600
¢f. Wheeler, op. cit., pp. 65-68.

3.  Fearey, op. cit., p. 159.



-13%-

population on the basis of lands and a thorough program of
1and development.l Of this Dr. Reischauer says, '"With a
fixed agricultural base and a growing population ihe vital
gquestion for Japan is the fuiture of her industry and foreign
trade. " Naturally, the great problems of overpopulation

and poverty are causing the social unrest of Post War Japen.

These resulting problems will now be considered.

3, Lebor Unions.

The labor movement was suppressed by the govern-
ment until the end of the war. Then laws were revised and
the labor union movement became active. Japanese workers,
farmers, teachers, trade workers, and governnent workers
organized unions. Even the religious workers a ganized
unions as Mr. Kerr reports:

Some of the religlous workers in Shinto and Buddhism
have started orga izing, to the distress of their
superiors, who arguethaet religilous service is not sone-
thing to be reckoned by hours.Jd

By 1950 from small be%innings thelr membership had grown to

about seven millions. Because of the fast growth of this

1. ¢f. Reischauer, op. cit., po. 60-T77.
2, ¢6f, 1Ibid., p. 67.
3. Cf, Kerr, op. cit., p. 97.
4, Cf. Ibid., op. cit., v. 97.
Cf. Reischauer, op. cit., p. 277.
Cf. Fearey, opn. cit., pp. 76-77.
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unfamiliar lebor movement and of the communities who took
advantage of the unions and frequently made use of
general strikes, Japan has been disrupted politically and

economically. Dr. Relschauer described thne union movements

thus:

On the national scene, labor unions often showed more
interest in attaining their objectives immediately by
direct pressure on the government, rather than by 4 ower
electoral processes, staging monster demonstrations in
an effort to influence geve{nment policy or to force the
resignation of the cabinet.

But because of communist activity popular support for the
national unions, to an extent, declined. The development
of the labor union will take a long time to contribute to

the Japan of the fuiture,

D. Social Problems.
Various writérs have written of the problems
which Il ve resulted from the War. The problems, for the

most part, sociel in nature, are such as the confusion of
2 3
the dailz life of the people, increasing crime, and public

welfare.

1. Reischauer, op. cit., p. 278.

2. Cf. Relschaver, ovn. cit., pp. 206~-218, 304-305,
¢f. BEerr, op. cit., pp. 97-101.
Cf. Shacklock, op. cit., pp. 37-42,
Cf. & sahi Shinbun, op. cit., p. 390.

3, Cf., Ivid., pp. 368-378.
Cf. Reischeuer, op. cit., pp. 216-217.
cf. Kerr, op. cit., vp. 1-3.

4‘0 Gfo Ibidc, pp. 1'3, 78; 99-1010
Cf. Reischauer, op. cit., pp. 207-208, 240-243, 270-272,
Cf. Asahi Shinbun Sha, op. cit., pp. 360-B67.
¢f. Fearey, op. cit., p. 14,



1. Confusion of Dally Life.

The Japanese have been brought up in a strong
. Teudalistic atmosphere, with 2 closely knit family unit
underlying the social system. The father was head of the
family and he controlled his famlly members with his own
will and actions. His control passed to his eldest son.
This patriarchal system oppressed and limited individual
happiness., Marriage was often arranged by parents and
elders without the will of either sex. The women's
position was subordinated to men. Under this old system
individual development could not be expeqted.

Then Japan chenged her system to more democratic
ways. The new constitution adopted the fundamental equality
of the people and stated:

“p11 of the people are equal under the law and there
should be no discrimination in political, economic or
social relations because_of race, creed, sex, soclal
status or family origin’i

Her soclal structure formerly consisted of three classes,
such ags the Imperizl family, the peerage, and the masses.
But 211 the princes and princesses exceot those closest

to the imperisl line and all the peerage have been reduced
to the rank of commoners; sinpe according to the constitu-
tion, peers znd peerage are not to be recognized.2 The

° o L L L4 ®

1. The Constitution of Japan: Chapter III, Article 14.
2. Cf., Ibid., Chapter III

¢f. Kerr, op. cit., p. 103

¢f. Asohi Shinbun Sha, op. eit., p. 204.

¢f. Reischauer, op. cit., pp. 159-162.
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patriarchal system has been abollshed. Women are no more
subordinate to men. They have franchise and legal equelity.
Human rights are respected more than ever before.
Conseqguently the social situation of Japan
entered into a transition stage, so there can be seen
many confusions in her soecial life, together with her
economic unrest.; The Japanese people are losing their
traditional sense éf courtesy and their etiquette which
were the major elements of the pre-war Japanese ethics and
moral standards. Immorality in Japan 1s literally appalling.
Fighting on streetcars and loud brawls on the streets have
become common. Many songs, books, magazines, movies and
shows of low taste are overflowing on the streets. The
number of prostitutes and dance halls 1s growing like mush-
rooms. The divorce rate 1is increasing. The more informal
manners of foreigners and so-called Hollywood 1ifeyappeal
to the young Japanese and aré creating new concepts of boy
and girl relationships which are threatening the old suthor-
ity of family and the social order.z

2. Increasing Crime,

Economle difficulties, the désperate mind of the

l. Cf. ReiSChauer, Op. Cito’ pp- 206"218’ 304“305.
¢f. Kerr, op. cit., pp. 97-101.
Cf. Shacklock, op. c¢it., pv. 37-42,
2, Cf. Reischauer, op. cit., pp. 215-216, 271-272, 368 -379.

¢f. Asahl sShinbun-Sha, op. cit., pn. 368—376
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people, and moral corruption caused mofe crimes than ever
1
before. Criminal statistics showed tlet in 1948 crinminal

cases numbered 1,504,920 with seven times more burglary
and twice as much larceny as in 1935. In 1940 there were
seventy seven cases of burglary and murder, but in 1947
there were three nundred and forty one, and these crimes
evidenced more cruelty than before.2 The black market
came out and became the cradle of crimes. Gangsterism grew
up with gengs consisting of the leader, the OYABUN, and his
followers, or §Q§g§.3 These gangs terrorized the people.
Behind this there was the collapse of police power and of
the public officers. As Dr. Reilschauer statesﬁ
Suffering from the same economic ills as other salaried
Japanese, many policemen fell to taking bribes and all
demoralized to the core, presented a sorry spectacle of
pusillanimity and ineffectuslness.
3., Welfere Problems.
The problems of welfare, such as public health
and femily problems, havebeén considered In. three of.ithe.

5 R
sources.

1. Reischauer, op. cit., pp. 216-17.
¢f. Asahi Shinbun Sha, op. cit., pPp. 368-378.
2. Cf. Ibid., pp. 371-372,
3. Cf, Ibid., pp. 376-378.
¢f. Kerr, op. cit., pp. 2~3,
Cf. Reischauer, op. cit., p. 216.
4, Cf. Ibid., p. 217.
Cf. Ibid., pp. 240-243, 270-272.
¢f. Xerr, op. cit., pp. 99-101.
Cf. ..Asshi Shinbun Sha, op. cit., pp. 360-367.
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a. Public Health.

Before the War Japan had tackled the problems
of health education, tuberculosis, venereal disease and
maternal and child welfare services by establishing as
many as 645 health centers.l But the last war disorganized
these public health and medical services. The shortage of
medicine and medical service is the great problem of her
post war period. Tuberculosis increased, and in 1947
nearly a hundred fifty thousand peocple died of tuberculosis.2
The sanatoriums are not enough to meet the meed; hence the
patients have to stay in their homes with no proper protec-
tion for the other members of the family. The general un-
der-nourishment also accelerates the rate of tuberculosis.

For a time many other diseases prevailed but these have

gradually improved.

b. Broken Families.
During the war about 1,850,000 Japanese lost

their lives and approximately 2,252,000 houses were totally
% .
destroyed. Because of economic difficulties, unemployment,

housing shortages, many families are scattered. War-widows

1. Balfour, op. cit., p. 20.

2. Asghi Shinbun-~Sha, op. cit., p. 362.
Kerr, op. cit., pp. 78 & 137.

3., Cf, Ibid., pp. 1l-2.
Cf. Reichauer, op. cit., pp. 207-208.
Cf. &sahi Shinbun-Sha, op. cit., pp. 262-268, 368-369.
Keizai Antei Honbu (Economic Stablility Department of
Japan), Keizali Hakusho (Economic White Paper), p. 339.
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number over half a million and a large number of orphans

constitute a great post war problem. Women wiho have

children cannot get good jobs and Their economic situation

-

is worse than any o
Repatriation of Japanese Ifrom China, Formosa,

the Fhilippines, North Korea, and the Pacific area was -

.\ 2 . '
completed during 19L08. But the repatriation from the

territory of the Soviet Union faced great difrf

Dr. Fearey averred:
On April 22, 1950 Tass Ee's Agency announced the comple-
tion of Japanese fepaufl ion from the Soviet Union,
stabting tkau, with the excebtwon of 2,L98 persons
connected with war crimes and § cases of illneso, no

mor§ Japanese prisoners of war remalned in Soviet custo-

dy.

f‘
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But Japanese statistics show that about 420,000 Japanese

are still in Soviet hands.™ This is a great tragedy for
her pe0y14563b801 11y for those awaiting their fathers,

sons, and husbands.
E. ZIducational Problems,.

Under the great BEmperor of Helji, Japanese

national education showed remarkable pWONrcsu, and she

1. Cf. Keizail Antel Honmbu, op. cit., pp. 322-328,
Cf. Kerr, op. cit., p. 3.

2, Fearey, op. cit., p. 1l.
Cf., Reilschauer, op. cit., »r
Cf. Asahl Shjnoun—gha, op.

o*:ﬂ

3. Fearey, op. cit., p. 1Gl.
. Cf. Ibid, p. 15, i
Cf. Asehi Shinbun-Sha, op. cit., pPp. 305-307.

in
Cf. Reishauer, op. cit. p. 2L2.
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became proud of her literacy record, with over ninety-nine
percent of the populatlion literate. But her education was
centered at mass production with little thought given to
the individuzl. Memorization was stressed more than
personal thought. XEducational policies were under the
centralized education ministry of the government. Both
text books and teaching method were preseribed in a
certain form. Religious teaching hed been forbidden in
the schools, but in the name of morality or ethics the
State Shinto was taught. Because of the state's attitude
to Shinto, it was said not to be religion. This author-
itarianism of education helped to account for "the fantastic
paradoxes in the nation's behavior patterns."l

Japan has to change from antiquated customs to
new democratic ways. Of greatest importance in this pro-
cess is the reconstruction of her educational system, for
the final character of the country must be determined by
the people she produces. Along with this, both curriculun
and methods of teaching must be changed.2 Related educe-
tional problems stressed by all of the writers are a teacher.

L 2 L L4 - L] *

1. ¢f. Kerr, op. cit., pp. 57-59.
Cf. Reischauer, op. cit., pp. 150-156, 196-197.
¢f. Shecklock, op. cit., pp. 16-19,
¢f. Fearey, op. cit., p. 33.
2. Cf. Report of Second United States Education Mission to
Japan: pp. 9-10. '
Cf. Relschauver, op. citl, pp. 262-269,
¢f. Kerr, op. cit., 108.
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shortage and lack of eguipment.

l. Reform of Educational System.

In 1946 the first United States Education
Mission to Japan, consisting of itwenty seven, made a study
of Japanese schools. The mission submitted a report to
General MacArthur in which they outlined the new educa-
tional program to help in democratizing Japan.2 On the
basis‘of this report she changed her school system to a
6 - 3 = 3 = 4 organization, that is, six years in elemen-
tary school, a three year compulsory Jjunior high school,
a three year senior high school, and a four year college.
Japanegse educators are unfamiliar with this new system and
confusion resulted. But in general this procedure has been
working out suceessfully.3 Another reform of the old system
was 1ts decentralization of the ministry of education. ALl
the educational policy and activity moved to the local
boards of education who were to develop their own patterns

as they desired.

l. Xerr, op. cit., p. 109.
¢f. Reischauer, op. cit., p. 246,
Cf. Report of the Second United States Education Mission
to Japan, pp. 2-3.
2. Ibid., p. 15.
3., Ibid., p. 1.
_ ¢f. Fearey, op. cit., p. 35.
¢f. Reishauer, op. cit., pp. 265-266,
¢f. XKerr, op. cit., p. 107
4, ¢f. Ibid., ». 108.
Cf. Reishauer, op. cit., pp. 267-268.,
¢f., Fearey, op. cit., p. 42,
Cf. Report of the Second United States Education Mission
to Japan, pp. 3-4.
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The development of new projects 1is gradualy increasing.

2. Changing Curriculum and Methods.

The educational method of Japan up to the end of
the Second World War is described by Dr. Shacklock when he
remarks:

The textbocks in the schools contained sclence and Westermn
History, but along with them were the anclent myths still
taught as literal history. Before the War hardly anyone
dared to raise openly any question regarding these myths,
They were compulsory thinking for_ loyal subjects Just as
they had been in the feudal past.
To achleve a democratic education the school program had to
be changed. Militarism and State Shinto were eliminated
from her education., Morals or ethics "which were in large
part used for nationalistic indoc:ﬁrination"2 were also elim-
inated. A new course of study following the pattern of
America has been published as a new gulde. Social studies
were introduced instead of ethics, geography and history.
New text books have been published. In this way, a funda-
mental revolution has been effected in the educational curricu-
lum. The new teaching methods have been introduced "to broad-
en education beyond the conflnes of pure memory work and to
develop independent inquiry and thought on the part of the

students."3

1. ShaCklOCk, Op. Cito, p. 160
2. Reischauer, op. cit., p. 267.
3. Ibid.
Cf. Ibid., pp. 262-269,
¢f. Kerr, op. ecit., pp. 108-109,
Cf. Report of the Second United States Educatlion Mission

to Japan, pp. 6-7.
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At first there was confusion and much difficulty in selling
these new curriculum and methods to the teachers. But by
the guldance of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers,
and through reorientation and reeducation of teachers the

development is quickly being achieved.

3., Teacher Shortage.

Japan has . faced the critical condition of a
teacher shortage since the War. A drastic purge program of
teachers who misled in militafistic indoctrination before
and during the War, and low salaries decreased the number
of teachers especially in elementary and secondary Schools.1
It 1s urgently necessary to increase the qualified school
teachers to meet present needs and future needs of an increas-
ing school population. Therefore teacher's salaries must be
established by the board of education as a basig of qualifi-
cation, experience, and responsibility without regard to
sex, merital ststus, or dependents.2 Training schools for
teachers are also expapded and they help secure new teachers.
A well qualified teacher in every class room and the educa-
tion of children;as citlzens of a free, democratic nation

must be Japan's goal.

1. Report of the Second United States Education Mission to
Japan, pP. 3.
¢f. Fearey, op. cit., p. 38.
¢f. Kerr, op. cit., p. 109.

2. Cf. Report of the Second United States Education lMission
to Japan, p. 3.
Cf. Reigchauer, op. cit., pp. 262-269,



Dl

4, Lack of School Buildings.
Japan also faces a critical school housing
shortage.l -Many school buildings were destroyed by the
War. In addition to this damage, the lack of upkeep,
typhoons, tidal waves and earthquakes created worse condi-
tions. The ® ndition of school buildl ngs today cannot
meet the present a1 d fubure school population. Heny Japanese
children are crowded into the smell rooms. Even abandoned
barracks, ghrines, and the open air are used as class
rooms with double and triple class shifts.2 Every effort
has been made but still many children are getting only a
half or even a third of their education. To meet this need
more financial support is necessary but her economic resources
allowed her only 6.9 percent of the budget for educational

facilities in 1949.3

5. Language Reform.

One of the difficult problems is the reform of
the Japanese language. Without this reform cultural prog-
ress cannot be expected. The Japaﬁese use three different

kindsof symbols. There are itwo alphabets which consist

1. R eport of the Second United States Education Mission to
Japan, p. 2.
Cf. Fearey, op. cit., pp. 38=39,

2. Cf., Ibid., pp. 38-39.
Cf. Report of the Second United States Education Mission
to Japan, p. 2.

3. Ibid., p. 2.
Cf. PFearey, ov. cit., pv. 38=39,



-25a

of 51 letters and 2lso nearly ten thousand Chinese charac-
ters. To master these requires long years and a great deal
of memory work.

Japén limited the use of Chinese characters to
three thousand. But it is still a heavy burden for her
children and her people. She must undertake a drastic re-
form of her language. This could be done by using Kana
and by using Romaji. But tradition is still strong and

this reform will take many years.
F. Religious Problems.

There 1is general agreement among authors concern-
ing the religious problems of Japan. These are considered to
be: the decline of the old religions, the growth of new super-
stitious religions, inadequacy of the official Christian

2
Church of Japan.

1. Decline of 01d Religions.
The stern fact of defeat in the Second World VWar

. . . - ° Ld

1. ¢f. Kerr, op. cit., pp. 109-110.
Cf. Reischauer, op. cit., pp. 154-155, 268-269,
Cf. Report of the Second United States Education Mission
to Japan, pp. 12-13.

2. Cf. Kerr, op. cit. pp. 9-13, 29-5%, 111-158,
Cf. Shacklock, op. cit., pp. 42-62.
Cf. Reischauer, op. cit., pp. 125-133,
Cf., Deitz, Purd EB; Schroer, Cornelia R.; Christian Hakes
a Difference, pp. 96-111.
¢f. Kiristo-Kyo Shinbun-Sha: Kiristo-Kyo Nenkan (Chrissz
tian Year Book 1950), pp. 59-66, pp. 138-172,
Cf. Ji1)i Teushin-Sha: Shukyo Yoran (Religious Manual)
ppo 190-204, 350"’3610



shocked the people of Japan completely, especlally the people
who had considered the fEmperor dlvine and the Japanese chosen
people, Many peoéle logt their spiritual bearings. Shintoism
and Buddhaism lost their vital strength. Especially the State
Shinto suffered by separation from the state. General
MacA rthur's order of Decexber 15, 1945 and the new constitu-
tion stopped the support of Shinto as her national religion.
The Emperor's declaration that he is not a god but a man atten=-
uated Shinto's strength completely. There was not enough
believers to support their shrines and temples which were
damaged or destroyed in the last war. Furthermore, newland
reform laws cut off a great deal of income to shrines and
temples. Many religious leaders had to get other Jobs to
support themselves. Many temples and shrines turned %o
comnercial enterprise to keep themselves going.
Buddhaism has met great difficulties. The
Buddhist religious system usedto stand on the old tradition-
al fuedal ism, To meet the modern life Buddhism also had to
change to democratic ways. Economic difficuities and leck
of faith among the preachers proved fatal blows to both Shin-

tolsm and Buddhism, so they are losing their believers.2

. L L g L3 - -«

1. ¢f. Reischauer, op. cit., p. 267.

¢f. Kerr, op. cit., p. 1ll.

Cf. Shacklock, op. cit., p. 42.

Cf., Deitz, op. cit., p. 1ll.

¢f. Jiji-Tsushin-Sha, op. cit., pp. 245-251,

Cf. Kiristo Xyo Shinbun-Sha, op. cit., pp. B3-66,
2. Cf. Ibid- s ppo 65"‘66.

Cf. Jiji-Teushin-Sha, pp. 249-251,
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2. Growth of New Superstituous Religions.

Loss of confidence in old religions, economic
difficulties, soclal unrest, and diseases caused the growth
of great numbers of new religions. Most of these are based
on traditlonal unscientific superstitions. They are not
only nermful to nétional health but also to spiritual life.
According to the statistics of the Department of Education .. |
in 1948, there are five hundred and ninety five new religious
bo@ies.l These phenomensa show the spiritual wondering of

Japan's people and the great problem of her spiritual future.

3. Inadequacy of Christian Church.
g. Growlng Interest.

Before and during the War, not many people took
notice of Christianity. But after the war many people
suddenly started to read the Bible. Maﬁy people realized
that thelr new motto = democracy - stands on Ohristianity.

So the thoughtful veople began to think that énly Christian-
ity could build the new country. Gradually church ettendance
inereased. The religious statistics presented by the Jiji
news'paper in 1949 are significant: "What religion do you

believe?" The following are the answers:

Buddhism 85.6%
Shintoism 6 4%
Christianity : 4.8%
Others %4 2%

1. Xiristo-Kyo Shinbun Sha, op. cit., p. 67.
cf. Jigi-Tsushin Sha, op. cit., pp. 305~ 306
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"What feligion do you think will be believed by the people?"

The answers zre as follows:

Christianity 35.4%
Buddhism 34.0%
Shintoism 2.7%
Others 0 . 9% 1
I don't know 27.0%

From the above it is clearly evident that Christianity is
considered by most people of Japan to be its growing reli-
gion. General MacArthur has said:
The Christian Church has never met such an opportunity
in five hundred years as it 1s now meeting in Japan.
Where they have sent one migsionary, let them now send

a hundred, and let them make plans big enough for this
taske.

Christianity 1s meeting the greatest opportunity as democ-
racy is being introduced into Japahese l1ife. Christian
evangellsm is the greatest essential need.

b. SBhortage of Leaders.

The great interest of many people in Christian-
ity grew everywhere in Japan. But "the harvest is plentiful
but the laborers are few."3 The report of the numerical
strength of Christian churches in Japan in 1948 shows that,
there are 2,374 churches including 345 Roman Catholic
ghurches and 165 @rthodox churches. Clergymen are 6,604
including 3,396 of the Roman Catholic Church and 46 of the
Orthodox Ghurcb..zJr This revort shows that "there is much

. L3 . . . *

Kiristo-Kyo Shinbun-Sha, op. cit., p. 41
Deitz, op. cit., p. 111

Matthew:9:37

Kerr, ov. cit., p. 181

L

U
[ ] L] -
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greater solidarity among the Protestant forces than there
wes before the war."' The 500 missionaries seat in 1949
as compared to the érewar nunmber of 1000 isg insufficient
to meet the spiritual demands of Jspan. Both indieneous
and missionary teachers, preachers, and Chrk tian social
workers are needed¢2 Rural districts also need more mission-
aries and Christian leaders. MNMr Kerr says, "But even now
there are some 11,000 towns end villages conﬁéning over
half of the entire population ministered to by less than
200 churches."‘3 Many Japanese pastors and Christien leaders
are Tacing gréat financial gifficulties, because of inflation
of the Post War and the small number of members who can
support the churches. A shortage of leaders and economic
difficulties are also great problems in meeting the vast
demand of Japan's people.

z. Lack of Church Eguipment.

During the war 1600 Protestant churches were
bombed cut, burned or damaged. In Tokyo aléne 175 churches
were burned or were made unusable. In the Kyodan (The United
ghurch of Christ in Japan) 456 churches were burned or dam-
aged. Church members were scettered because of the evacua-
tion end of the demend of wartime living. Japanese Christien
churches nave faced great difficulties. But as soon as the

L] L4 L] . L *

l. Xerr, op. cit., p. 127,
Cf. Shacklock, op. cit., pp. 45-62,
Cf. Deitz, op. cit., »pp. 97-100.
2, Cf. Kiristo-Kyo Shinbun-Sha, op. cit., pp. 133-134.
3. Ibid., ». 134,
4, Kerr, op. cit., pp. 9-13.
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War ended, Christians started to rebuild churches with a
new spirit. Portable houses Tor church buildings and mate=-

rials were sent by American churches. VWith Japanese materi-
als thirty two churches of Kyodan were rebullt without out-
side help. By August of 19L9, 111 churches of Kyodan were
rebullt. But thelr number is still insufficient to meet
the great needs of many souls in Japan to-day. Church
buildings and other equipment must be built as soon as
possible. Financiel help and préyer are speclally needed,

d. Shortage of Christian Teachers in Christian Schools.

To-day in Japen there are 162 Protestant Christian
schools, including 15 universities, 27 colleges, % Higher
Schools, 56 high schools and 6 primary schools. Since the
War Catholic missionaries have started new schools in vari-
ous cities and now they number 65 schools, including their
0ld schools. There is a great problem in Protestant
Christian schools, namely the shortage of Christian Teachers,

Almost none of the Christian schools have one hundred per-

]

cent Christian teachers in their faculty. or exawmple, the

isslon school, the Doshisha University in Kyoto, has

oldest m
60 percent Christian teachers in the faculty. Fukuoka
Girl School (liethodist Mission School) had AO percent
Christian teachers during the war but after the war it has

00 percent in the faculty., After the war all the Christian

risto-Kyo Shinbun-Sha, op. cit. pp. 1h1-113.
2. TIbid., pp. 16l-16%,

i
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schools are increasing their Christian teachers but have an
average of between 60-T0 percent, while the candidates to
the Christian schools have greatly increased, and the oppor-
tunities for Christian education are wide open to

Christian schools.l It is difficult to get Christian
teachers who have sufficient quealifications and exXperience
in the present situstion of Japan. But without the solution
of this great »roblem Christian educatlion in the school will

not be thorough.

. Sunmary and Conclusion.

In thisg chapter a brief study was made of the
oroblems of Post Wear Japan in order 1o understand the
great role of Christian evangelism todzay.

Politically, it was discovered, Javan hes
complk tely changeé from en Emplre to a modern democratic
country. Democrstization is the primery concern of the
country today, and many probiems, such asleadership, lack
of experiencé, end communism were derived from this concern
over democratization.

In the econonic problemns, poverty was found to be
the baslic problem. Overpopulation also presents & great
problem for the future of Japan. The economic problem is
the fundamental problem relating to many factors of Pest
Wer Jezpan.

v & & o o s

1, Kiristo-Kyo Kyoiku Domel Kalt Report of the Christian.
Bchools during end Post War, pp. 1-9.



Socially, the Japanese people wWere seen to be
in the confusion of a transition period. PFeudalistic ideas
and democratic 1ldeas are becoming intermixed and are caus-
ing many social problems which have to be solved “together
with the economic problems.

The future of Japan, it was evident, is depend-
ent on hier present education. The great changesin the
educatlonal system in methods and in curriculum are going

well but there are many insufficient conditions to meet

the needs of the school population and her cultural advance.,

Finally, it was found, the Japanese people have
lost their spiritual confidence 1in old religlions and they

e of new super-

[ 4]

are seeking new spiritual ground. The ri

stitlious religlons explainsthis situation. Thereflor

souls For this purpose more missionaries and egulopment
are especilally needed.

Such a consideration shows that Japan has besen
changing inbto a new phase. Her Post War problems are too

complicated to be solved by political or by economical

alone. Her reconstruction will not be achieved

9]

policie
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without the spiritual foundation of Christianity.
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CHAPTER 11

THE PROGRAN OF THE OMI BROTHERHOOD

A, Introduction

Jesus Christ had much to say about the Kingdom
of God as an ideal social order on this earth and how this
Kingdom on earth leads to eternal life with God. The
Christién is the man who as a follower of Jesus 1s trying
to do his little part toward actually realizing, in his
personal living and all his relationships with his fellow-
men-~-political, sociai, industrial and spiritual--the
Kingdom of God for which Christ lived and died. The Hing-
dom, he believes, Christ is still striving to reveal to men.

consists of

Ul

The Omi Brotherhood which was founded in 190
a group of Japanese Christian laymen who are trying to

live as citizens of the Kingdom themselves, and are seeking i

®

to spread its borders wider and wider, In this chapter
the program of the Omi Brotherhood is to be studied in
order to discover its ﬁeﬁeral structure and outreach.

B. The Development of the Program
of the Omi Brotherhood.

All the books on the Omi Brotherhood emphasize

the motivating factors and the development of the

_33_
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Brotherhood from the mustard seed to the tree,
1., Its Beginnings.
The quadrennial conferenceof the Student

Velunteer Movement for Foreign IMisslions was held in Toronto,
Cenadea, from February 26th to March 2nd in 1902.2 This
movement started in 1886 to raise up among the students

of North America o sufficient number of capable misslionary
candidatey to meet the reguirements of the various mission-
ary fields, znd also to develop smong students a sense

of responsibility to sustaln or reinforce the foreign
missionary enterprise by intelligent sympathy, by the devo-
tion of money, by preyer and by aggressive effort on behalf
of the world's evangelization.3 In that Toronto a)nference,
the theme, "The evangelization of the world in this gener-
ation" was brought up as the watch WOTd.4' Dr. John R. Mottt

stressed the need of a forelgn evangelistic movement when

We mneed new demonstrations of the fect that the Gospel
is the power of God unto the salvation of every men

thet believetnh. We need newproofs of the fact that the
Holy Sprit is as able to shake mightily whole communities
today in the most difficult non-Christian Eations, as He
was 1n the days of 3t. Pelter end S5t. Paul.”

L L] L4 . L] -

Yoghida, Etsuzoi About Omi Brothernood, pp. l-6.

. HMott, Jonn R.t The Student Volunteer liovement for
Foreign Missions, Vol. 1, p. 73,

« Ibid., p. T3

. Ibid., p. 93.

. Mott, op. cit., Vol.1l, p. 340.
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L
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Okino, Iwasaburo: Bilography of Yoshids Etsuzo, pp. 17-350.
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The convention greatly impressed three thousand delegates
and deeply stimulated the missionary zeal of the Christian
students.l At the convention the hope vias expressed that
one thousand volunteers might go forth during the next

lrennium and before Jamuary 1 , 1006, 2,593 volunteers

]

e mission field. Two lmwndred and seventy

Tive volunteers to Japan were among them.z
& &S
At the convention Mr. Willlam IMerrell Vories,
the delegate of the Colorado College student association
o (] 2

was much Impressed and he began earnestly to seek some

Tforeign field.? ATter he had Tinished his study of archi-
tecture at Coloradco College he received information that a
public high school in Japan intended to invite an English

teacher from America, from the Student Volunteer lMovement

],

for Foreign HMissions in Wew York.™ His dreams were finally
realized by becoming a teacher of local provincial academy-=-
the Shiga Commercial School in Shiga Prefecture. He crossed

the Pacific taking nineteen days on the steamship and at
~
last in February 1905 he arrived at Omi Hochiman,- about

300 miles from Tokyo to the West and about [0 wmiles from

<11,

Kyoto, the old capitol to the east., Omi or Shiga province

- e -

Ibid., p. 298

Tbld" Do 9‘99

Cf. Vories, Wm. Merrell: The Oml Brotherhood in Nippon,
Pe O

. Cf, Yoshida, Btsuzo: About the Oml Brotherhood, bp,
Cf. Vories: The Omi Brotherhood in MNippon, p. 8.
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is 1n the middle of Honshu Island and contalns the largest
leke in Japan called Lake Biwa. The province is an histor-
ical place of Buddhism and of the old culture of Japan.

HMany Tfamous Buddhist leaders came out of Inrysku-Ji, of

ture, -and started a new sect of Buddhism, Tendsi-S

As the Buddhist sect of near-by Kyoto is one of the most
conservative in all Japan, the people of Shiga are likewise
extremely conservative Buddhists. So the Omi Province is
"the heart of the last determined stand of Buddhism, in
ifestation."® Omi Province is

the richest farming district in Japan and produces the best

A - R

guality of rice in the country. Wost of the Teople are

®

farmers, Iishermen, and merchants. They are very conserva-
tive in thinking. O0Omi Hochiman is in the middle part of
Eal

the vrovince and it is vroud of the many famous merchants

iistrict, The Shiga Commercial

0
o3

vhho have come out of it
School was the most famous cowmmercial school from the stand-

oint of graduates and history.3 lr, Vories became a teacher

e

.

e of this school., Upon arriving at Omi Hochiman,

™

¥r, Vories

recorded his sentiments of the arrival in the following

1. Cf. Tourlist Section of Shiga Prefecture: How to see
Lalke Biwa, p. 5.
Jiji Shin-po-Sha: 3Simkyo Yoran, p. 110,

2. Vories: The Omi Brotherhood in Fipron, p. 9.

3. . Okino, Twasgaburo: The Blography of Yoshido Etsuzo,
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words; "Homesick, Cold, Headachse,
Mr. Veories started his new career
in the school., He not only taught

Christian culture, Because of his

brought many students to the local

home and made a small dormitory fo

.

loaned his living room

ized a Bible class and a Y. ¥. C.

L]

Bible class grew rapldly until

LN

twelve or forty percent of

who attended his

S
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Bible class edAd of the Y. M. C. A. among the students

threatened Buddhism and Shintoism in the Oml district

and caw ed conflict, because the country priests of Cmi

feared the logs of adherents end because the head ‘temples
in Kyoto began to fear loss of revenue.

The local priests were instigated to ;esist and
were gssisted in thelr resistence by their superlors from
the main temples In-Kyotovs Corrupt priests who headed the
local temples feared the revelation of theilr scandsalously
low standaerds of personal living and feared the conmparison
of their comﬁunity service with that of the Christians.
This opposition came from the priests. They started various
forms of obstructlon. They Tormed the ¥. M. B, A, (Young
Men's Buddhist Assocdation) and instigated their students

against the Y. M. C. A.l Thus there arose two groups among
the students and at last student strife broke out. Anti-
Christian students did violence to ¥. M. ¢, A, members.

One of them was thrown into the river from the bridge and «: -
another was struck on the head with & baseball bat by
desgsparate Buddhist students.2 These events were taken up

in the la al newspaper day by day and finslly this conflict
became a political problem. Certain politicians were in-
duced to make an 1issue of the financial support given by

the provincial government to Mr. Vories as a teacher in

L . * - - L4

1. (¢f. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, pp. 39-42,
2. Cf. Yoshida, Etsuzo! Brothers of Omi, pp. 66-87.
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the school, calling him a foreign propagandist. The
opposition grew severer and the Y. M, C. A. movement among
the students became stronger. Mr. Koichlro Murata was an
sctive anti-Christian leader. One night he rushed drunk
into the Bible class to interfere with the meeting. He
was stricken in his heart by its spiritual scene and he
2
soon confessed his sins and became a faithful member.
Mr, Murata,later, became a co-founder of the Oml Brother-
hood. In 1907 Mr., Vories buillt a2 Y. M. C. A. bullding in
the center of the town with his own money and by a donastion
from 2 friend in America.3 Affer his two years and two
months instructorship, in 1907, the principal of the school
urged him to abandon all Christian activities and avoid un-
4
pleasant complications.,. But he did not accede to such a
request. At last he was dismissed from his position, re-
ceiving & statement which ssid:
To whom it may concern:
This is to certify that Mr. William Merrell Vories has
been & teacher of English in the Shiga-Ken Prefectural
Commercigl School since February 1905 and that his in- ,
struction and discipline have been entirely satisfactory.
His dismissal is due to the objection of citizsns of this
Prefecture, most of whom are Buddhists, to his teaching
the Bible and influencing the students towards Christian-

ity. 5
Ikage, the Principal.

» L * LJ L g L]

1. ¢f. Okino, op. ecit., pp. 79-83.
Cf. Vories, The Brotherhood in Nippon, prp. 52-56.
2. ¢f. Okino, op. cit., pp. 131-134.
¢f. Yoshida, Brothers of Omi, po. 131-133.
3. Cf Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Japan.
4, ¢f, Vories, A Mustard Seed in Japan, p. 37.
~. ©6f. Okino, op. cit., pe T79.

-

5. ¢f. Vories, A Mustard Seed in Japvan, ». 37.



Thus he suddenly beczme unemployed. His source of liveli-
hood was cut off When his last savings had been squeezed
out to make finel payment on the new building. The commun-
ity was filled with suspicion and hostility toward him
through the propagands of the Buddhist leaders. He was re-~
Jected by the people.l But he made up his mind, and said:
Come what might, I resolved to stay in Hochiman until
the entire population should come to understand the
motives and the message which had been so completely
misunderstood thus far.
Mr. Btsuzo Yoshide, a student living with Mr. Vories, was
greatly distressed when he learned that Mr. Vories was dis-
charged. Mr. Vories asked Mr. Yoshido how mjch it would
cost a student to board at the school dormitory, and on
being told that $4.50 per month was necessaryMr. Vories
prayed for that much. He also asked God to give him rice
and salt too, that he might remsin in Omi. During this
prayer Mr. Yoshido was so deeply moved by what he heard
and felt that he‘was personally impelled to come to the
rescue.3 It was remarkable that a youth jJjust ready to set
out for himself should volunteer to Join fortunes with a
discharged foreigner who was unable to feed even himself,
Even though Mr. Yoshida was now graduated he persuaded his
mother to continue sending his schooling allowance in order

* o o - o -

1. ¢f. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, pp. 60-61.
2., C¢f. Ibid., p. 61.
3, (¢f. Yoshido, Brothers in Omi, pp. 117-121.

¢f. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, pp. 64-65,
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that the two of them could 1i&e. It was seventeen yen per

month. It was to the two men like the five loaves and two
1

fishes to the hungry multitude., It was a fortune to them,

Before then Mr. Yoshlda had itwo ambitions, to enter the

higher commercial school or to enter the University of

Copenhagen in Denmark. But now while listening to Mr.

Vories pray, he felt the Holy Spirit calling him to give

up his life's ambitions and to remain with Mr. Vories in

2

Omil doing the work of God,

Al%hough Mr. Vories was dismissed from the school
and wag rejected by the people of Omi, he resolved to stay
in the hot bed of versecution, when he said:

Evidence was pretty strong that my usefulness here was :
endeds: that I was Jjustified in leaving the whole failure,
and in going to a more comfortable field of labor. Sure-
ly there were plenty of needy places in the world. And
yvet why, why had God led us thus far, if only to let the
thing drop? It seemed unbelievable. And further there
yvet encompassed us that multitudinous mute appeal. It
was not the will of these hundreds of thousands of souls,
still without the bare chance to hear the Good Tidings.>
Thus, a seed was sown in the Omi Province. Mr. Vorles and
Mr. Yoshida launched the upward fight in the bullding of
the Omi Mission, In those early days they often faced great
financial difficulties but help came just when they had to
have 1it.

In HMarch 1G07 Mr. Vories lssued the first issue

* ] L L L] °

1. Cf. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, p. 65.
Cf. Yoshida, Brothers of Omi, pp. 120-121.

2., ¢f. Okino , op. cit., pp. 87-89.

3. Vories, The Mustard Seed in Japan, p. 41.
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of a small magazine called "Omi Mustard Seed' which was the
report in pictures and words of hnis activities.l It appeal-
ed to foreigners for support and within a few months a con-
giderable number of gmall contributions and of subscriptions
to the "Omi Mustard Seed" began to come in by foreign mail.
This magazine has called forth a wlde circle of supporters
who not only assist financially but encourage the work
through sympathetic interest and intercessary prayer.2 Now
these two enthusiastic young men were supplied with more
than enough for simple living which they found ample. Then
the question of what they should eat and put on was not
what constituted the problem!: it was how they should estab-
lish and develop the comprehensive entervrise which was the
real objective of thelr being there. E They needed an: in-
dustry or a professional department cépable of raising &
regular income--an income which might be expanded as the

3

WOrk grew.

2. Development of Its Industrial and Evangelistic Work.

In order to be able to support Missions Mr. Vories
and Mr. Yoshida started, without capital and ﬁith a minimum
of equipmznt, an architecture business in their new Y. M.C.A.
building. Mr, K. Murata, the graduate who in his school
days had come to the Bible class to break it up and hed

L] - L] - - *

l. The Omi Brotherhood: The Omi Brotherhood Handbook, D.4.
2. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, pp. 66-67.

3. Ibid., pp. 67-68.

4, 1Ibid., p. 68.
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found a new life, joined them as a member of the architec-~
tural staff, These three Mr. Vories, Mr, Yoshida, and Mr.
Murgta, are called the three founders of the Brotherhood.2
Their architectural business progressed little by little
a8 new orders came in. In 1910, an American architect, Mr.
Lester G. Chapin of New York, Joined them and they estab-
lished the "Vories and Company', moving to a new site in the
town.3 Gradually they attracted other members and did
direct evangelistic work among the neighboring people, as
well as evangelizing by correspondence and newspaper the
remotest corner of ithe province. They opened contacts that
led to conversions and, in turn, to the establishment of
new branches at Baba, Maibara, and Noda. Baba was their
first out of town branch to be housed and equipped for work.
It was "Railway Y. M. ¢, A.". This was begun at the rail-
way station but later moved to Maibara because of the re-
moval of the railway shops. This branch has been extended
so that now not only the railway men of Malbara are in the
work but educational work for the rest of the community
has: sprung up. The man at the head of this branch was one
of the former railway men reached through the work..4

Noda was & typical farming village where Mr. Yoshil-
da and his co-workers were driven on to the shore by a storm

L 4 L ] » » . L}

l. Okino, opv. cit., p. 103,

2. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nipvon, p. 69.

3. Okino, op. cit., p. 440.

4, Vories, The Omli Brotherhood in Nippon, pp. 91-96.



=4h=

once when they were on the Lzke. While they were resting
in a farmer's home they felt inspired and went out to start
preaching among the farmers on a street corner and in a
shrine's square., Nearly four hundred farmers flocked to
hear the new teachings and were much impressed. At last
some of the leading farmers of the village were converted.
They established a small church in the middle of the village.l
Later a son of a farmer of the village became 2 pastor and
he studied theology at Chicago University. After ne return-
ed to Japan he became a pastor of the church.2

In 1912, they began to publish a monthly magazine,

3
Konan-no-Koe (Voice at the Lake Side). They preached the

Gospel and advocated the new morality to the people in it.
These movements gradually grew and attracted the interest of
many people., In 1913, when Mr. Vories returned to America
for his health and Mr. Yoshida studied at Dr. Wh;te‘s Bible
Teachers Training School in New York (at present:the Biblical
Seminary in New York), they had a chance to meet Mr. A. A.
Hyde of Wichita, Kamsas,!TL a Tounder of the Mentholatum
Company and a "faithful Christian steward",

Mr.'Hyde had great interest in the movement
in Oml and kindly offered a large amount of financial

o L L * * L4

1. ¢f. Okino, op. cit., pp. 110-119.

2. ¢f. Ibid., p. 369.

3. Cf. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, pp. 11l2- 114
¢f. Okino, op. cit., pp. 121-122,

4. Cfo Ibido, pp‘ 126"130;
¢f. Vories, The Oml Brotherhood in Nippon, p. 89.

5. Eddy, Sherwood: Something Better than a Fortune, p. 8.
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help and made the Omi Misslion the sole retailers of
1

Mentholatum in Japan. Besides this, he also gave a
2

launch which was named Galilee-Maru: and by which they

carried the Goepel to frontlers across Leke Blwe into VWest
Omi., Through this new evengelistic work, their young

workers wére trained and new branches, Katata and Imszz,

3
were estaeblished in West Omi. When a Chinese and a Korean
: 4

Joined the movement, four natlionalities worked together.
(In 1919 Mr. Vories married a Jgpanese woman, and in 1940
he became a Japvanese clitizen taking at the time a Javanese
name, Hitotsuyanagi.) |

In order to meet the rapidly spreading evangeli-
cal work of the Province, to provide the medium for a lay-
men's movement, and in order to establish new business out-’
lets for the Mentholatum business, they founded in 1921,
the Omi Bales Company, L. T. D., which took over the job of
importing bullding materials, hardwares, and house pailnts be-
sides lMentholatum, When they started ithe new business
company they challenged the business world, declaring:

L] * . . - L]

1. ¢f. Okino, op. cit., p. 128.
2. Cf. Ivida., p. 128.
¢f. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, p. 89,
Cf. Vories, A Mustard Seed in Japan, p. 90.
¢f. Okino, op. cit., pp. 442-443,
3. Cf. Ibid.,
Cf. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon., p. 90.
4, ¢f. Ibid., pp. 109-110.
¢f. Ibid., p. 117.
5. ¢f. Okino, op. cit., pp. 369-370.
Cf. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon., pp. 76-78.
6. The Omi Brotherhood, op. cit., pP. 5.
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We would have its headguarters in our interior town out
of the way for customers: its capital would be imagin-
aryt its shares held by only the mission staff: there
would be never more than eight hours work per day: the
products imported would be only such as were positively
beneficlal to the customers and produced under conditions
just to the workers producing them: there would be no
dividends: all the net proceeds would be devoted to
Christian work: only a feir profit would be changed, no.
matter what the market could stand: the customers would
be treated as we could choose to be treated in their
places: no candidates for employment would be considered
who used liquor or tebacca: there would be no salaries 1
for officers apart from thelr regular mission allowances.
Thug ‘the Omi Mission came to have two business departments,
Vories and Company for Architecture and the Oml Sales Com-
pany for importing and distributing Mentholatum, house
painting, hardware and for putting Christian principles in
practice. Their business expanded to unexpected proportilons
and provided the medium for their laymen's movement. Since
they employed many young women in the packing factory of
the Omi Sales Company, they were able to help many needy
local families and thus through this contact they greatly
increased attendance in the local church. They provided a
special school for these young women. These business
departments definitly and diligently sought to bring about
not merely business for the production of income, but also--
and more expeclally--strove to be instruments for demonstra-
2
ing Christianity.
In addition to bringing Christian principles to

- . L] . * L]

1. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, p. 78.
2. Ibid., p. 80
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bear upon the business circle and the customers, there was
an emphasis upén evangelism, Small advertisements ofifering
printed matter or answers to inguiries about Christianity,
were inserted in newspapers: sinilar offers were included in
the vackages of Mentholztum sent out to the dealers. Hun-
dreds of requests came to them, from widespread sources, for
this type of service. In some rural parts it is called
'Jesus' medicine'.l To keep the price down and to persuade
dealers to look upon thelr sales as a means of service
rather than a means of gaining profits required a constant
struggle with the old order, but it was e fruitful means of
awakening in men's minds fundamental thinking, which always
tends to bring us nearer the realization of the Kingdom of
@vcd.2

In 1924 at a public meeting, the governor of Omi
Province stated, "The Omi Mission is one of the two institu-
tions in Omi of which the people may be ungualifiedly proud?3
In the same yeaf, by invitation of the principal, Mr, Yoshida
gave instructions one day a week to the only Government
College in Omi, and was on the faculty payroll. And thus
it was that the principal of the very school which hed
once dismissed Mr. Vories, now urgently requested that hils
name be used on the faculty l:‘\.s‘b.4 These examples illustrate

. L) . [ . L]

1. ¢f. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, p. 78-T79,
113- 114 -

2. ¢f. Ivid., pp. 105-106.

3. Vorles, The Mustard Seed in Japan, p. 125,

4, ¢f. Okino, op. cit., pp. 195-197.



v 4} Gt

how the general attitude toward the Omi Mission radically
changed from that of the old days.

In 1934 they changed their name from the Omi
Mission to the Omi Brotherhood because Brotherhood seemed
to indicate better the primitive manner and method of Jesus'
way, in which God's Fatherhood is inseparable from the

1
Brotherhood of man.,

In 1940 their evangelistic work was carried on
by fifty full time workers, asslsted by numerous volunteers.
The Omi Province was divided into seven disgtricts with a
responsible leader for each, and three committees to direct
the work. They had fifteen regular preaching centers,
thirty Sunday Schools, four kindergartens, three night
schools, two day nurseries for the children of farmers
during planting and harvest seasons, occasional farmers
institutes. Thelr two monthly evengelical magazines, New

Omi (over four thousand copies) and The Voice at the lake
2

| side (over five thousand copies) were published.

At this time the military government of Japan
brought the Japanese people into the War. The government
restricted the full activities of Christian evangelism in
the name of thought éontrol. The churches were expected
to take their full vart in the spiritual mobilization Sf
the country.3 Likewise the branches of the Omi Brotherhood

. L) * . - .

1. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nivpon, pp. 14l-142,
2, Ibid., p. 111,
3. Kerr, op. cit., pp. 83-87.
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in Omi Province were urged to teke part in the mobili-
zation, HMinskuchi and Imazu branches were accepted by the
governaent and converted into offices. The Oml Sanatorium
was teken over by the army in July 1945 znd became an army
hospital. Christian doctors and nurses were forceably re-
moved. The evangelical launch Galilee Maru was pressed

1
into service. Young men were drafted into the army or

the navy or into war factories., Even pastors of the Omli
Brotherhodd were drafted to work in the war factories so

that the Imazu =nd Echigawa churches were without paestors.
Brom 1940 ﬁo 1945 eighteen‘members were killed in the war.2
Girls were drafted into the war factories. The destruction
of communications by the air attack kept the members in
their places, so much so that the business work could not

be done as before. EHven lir. Vorles, who had become a
naturalized citizen, had to stay in Karuizawa a special
internﬁent town doe foreigners. After long years of conflict

3 Omi

with military government Mr, Yoshida died in 1942,
publications were almost suspended. Thel r industrial work
was reduced. But as soon as the War ehded their work and
orgenization hegan to revive, many members returned to
their positions from the army and navy and factories.
Thelr branches, and the sanatorium were returned to the
Omi Brotherhood agd n., Thelr wholeprogram recovered and

1. Okino, op. cit., p. 449,
2. Cf. Omi Brotherhood, op. cit., pp. 9-14,
3 [ Cf . Okino s Op « C ito ] pp. 369"436 .
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1

started with new spirit,

Again the purpose and principles of their move-

ment were proclalimed to be:

3.

1.

To preach and vpractice the Gospel of Christ in the
Province of Omi, Nippon, without reference to denomi-
nations, There being no "Omi 3rotherhood Church
converts to be organized into self-supporting congre-
gations of the denomination of thelr own choice,

To practlice the complete unifying of the work and
fellowship of all workers, regardless of nationality
or race,

To evangelize communitlies unoccupiled by any other
Mission, and under no circumstances to overlap with
the work of such Milssion,

To evangelize Rural communities, as the most conserv-
ative element of mankind and the most probable source
of leadership, ‘

To seek, enllist and train leaders and workers,

To work Tor socilal betterment, including temperance,
soclal purlity, marriage customs, industrial, physical
and sanitary reforms, and definite efforts for the
neglected,

To Studyzand experiment with new methods of evangel-
ization, -

Development of Its Educational VWork,

Since the early days of the Omi Brotherhood the

value of evangellism throusgh education had been a zreat con-
£ ) g

cern, but it was slow to develop because of the lack of

well trained Christian workers in education, The Brotherhood

was more concerned about soclal and evangelistic efforts than

3

education.

In 1920 the first experimental kindergarten vas

opened at Maibara by one of the members of the Brotherhood,

1.

3.

® e . * . .

Cf. Omi Brotherhood, pp, 24-27.

2. Vories, The Omil Brotherhood in Nippon, D, 157.

Omi Brotherhood, op, cit,, pp. 2-3.
Cf, Vories, The Mustard Seed in Japan, o, 89.
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and in 1921 another one was opened at Hochiman by Mrs.
Vories,1 These kindergartens grew as experiments in train-
ing young women in practical, sanitery, common-~sense living-
~-preparation for which they had failed to get from the reg-
ular Government high schools for girls, or from the mission
schools which follow the Government standards. Thus grad-
ually young women of the district came to develop in the
new knowledge which included such worth while training as
hygienic house keeping and child care.2 So the kindergar-
ten began as a "a means of further training for young
women, " They started other kindergartens in the branches
of the Brotherhood. In 1931, Mrs. A. A . Hyde tood a deep
interest in this kind of work: she generously gave them
two wonderful, commodious and cheerful buildings, which
provided a fine kindergarten and playground. This kinder-
garten 1s called Seiyu-En and many educators, teachers,
college students, and mothers from all over Japan have
come to see the activity and new methods in these modern
buildings.

In 1933 was launched a special type of girls!
high school which was called Kinro Jyogakko. This school

resembled the German Arbeit Schule and was designed to

have but sixteen pupils in each of five classes, covering

L] * . . - e
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Cf. Yoshida, About the Omi Brotherhood, p. 1l1l.

GCf. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, pp. 130-133%,
Ivid., p. 131.
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a five year course. These students were to earn their way

by means of various kinds of practical work, which in turn
was to Torm part of the educational progrem. Mr. Yoshida,
besides doing his other work, wag a chief mover of this
school and acted as ite principval. There were more than
twenty on the faculty, almost all of whom were Omi Brother-
hood members. Self-help, initiative, cooperation in study
were encouraged by the methods employed. Each class was
divided into four groups of four girls, who studied together,
worked together, and reported on thelr activities as a unit.
Their new method was an intrigulng method of study, in which -
the pupils learned to develop their own thinking. From the
very begining there were so many candidates that it was de-
clded to limit the entrance requirements to those candidates
of high ability and character as well a2s 1limit the number to
those girls who were within commuting distance of the school.
This type of school was especlally needed in Japan as a
ploneer of a more practical preparation of young women

for useful lives in the modern world. Because of this
the work attracted the eyes of mahy educators.l

The leaders also emphasized the education of

thelr factory working girls and started the same practical
education before or after their daily work. This type of
education in the factory was organized as the Ko jyo Gaku En

. * - * * L]

1. ¢f. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, pp. 134-135,
Gf. Okino, Op- Cit’o, ppn 261"263, 274"'2760
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in 1933 and all the factory working women belonged to this
school. For this education they cut down thelr working
hours to only six hours per day.l

Mrs. Yoshide who had been teaching domestic
sclence among the Christian wives and young women at her
home, at farmers' homes, and among the various branches of
Omi Brotherhood, in 1933 started regular educationael work
in her home for young women. It was called Kasel Jyuku and
consisted of 2 group of 30 or 50 young women of the town
and suburbs. She taught home arts and skills by herself,
sucheas cooking, flower arrangement, sewing, knitting--
all of which are needed for higher home making. BShe also
tavght the Bible and counselled in preperation for merriage.
This counseling aspect of her class became quite famous in
the area--so much so that her school of home economics
acquired the nick name of "the Bride's School.'" Most of
her students were Buddhist girls. It is much to the credit
of Mrs. Yoshida's school that meny of the extremely conserv-
ative Buddhist families, through sending their daughters to
this school, came to regard Christianity with profound
respect. More than this, through this work, in many in-
stances, was vlanted the seed of later conversion. An
interesting and amazing traditional saying grew in connec-

tion with the girl's school. It was guite common for the

© L [ ] L] L J e
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1. ¢Cf. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, p. 79.
¢f. Okino, op. cit., pp. 261-268.



girls to attend unﬁil thelr marriage. Thelr Buddhist
marriage took place with the Bible in one hand and the
hymn book in the other.1

Fducational work of the Omi Brotherhood was
especially emphasized in relation to women, because women's
education in Japan for many years was neglected, while on
the other hand the education of Japan's male population
was highly stressed. Another reason why the education of
women was under-taken: the military training aspect aris-
ing from the education of boys was not found in the educa-
tion of women.2

One of the most interesting phases of the educa-
tional progrem was the series of Farmers' Institutes which
were held in several branches of the Omi Brotherhood dur-
ing the slack seasons, such as January, February and August.
These were conducted with the cooperation of Dr. Toyohiko
Kegawa and other Christian leaders. In periods of from one
week to several weeks the young farmers lived, studied, and
discussed practical problems of their lives and work to-
gether and with experienced leaders and lecturers. They
also had Bible study and received spiritual messages, while
various problems were faced in the Christian spirit. The
fellowsnlip, the new viewpoints, and the new inspiration,
no less than the actual scientific knowledge gained from

. L] L] ° . L]

l. ¢f. Okino. op. cit., p. 318
Cf. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, p. 134,
2. ¢f. Ibid., p. 136



periods made profound and often permenent impressions
upén these young farmers.l

In 1940 the Brotherhood started a public library
in Omi Hachiman, the chief instigator of which was Mr.
Yoshida. This dream of & librery for his people became
Mr. Yoshida's last enterprise.2 The 1library wes opened
for the public and was especially welcomed by the people
a8 the best equlpped one in the Province. It is especially
interesting and even amazing in a sense that the first
donation was a collection of Chinese historical books from

the leading Buddhist priest in Omi Hochiman and one thou-

sand yen from the Enryaku-Ji of Hie-Zan, one of the oldest

temples in Japan. It is truly significant that such a
Christian work came to be so welcomed even by the Buddhist
temples and men who had so violently opposed the Omi

Brotherhood from the beginning.

4, Development of Its Social Work.

When Mr. Vories came to Omi and started his new
carreer as an English Teacher he found extreme moral deca-
dence among the students. It was the time of the Russo—’
Japanese Wair and the people of Japan were celebrating
thelr victory by indulging in liquor and by abandoning
themselves to their passions. This was especially true

L] - . - -* L]

1. ¢f., Vories, The Onmi Brotherhood in Nipvon, pp. 11l3-116.
2. ¢f. Okino, op. cit., p. 380.
30 Cfo lbido s pp. 380"382.
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among many students who indulged in liquor and visited
the Geisha houses. Therefore when Mr. Vorlies organized
the Bible class he took as his motto the eighth verse of
the fifth chapter of Matthew: "Blessed are the pure in
heart for they shall see God." In his Bible class he
always attacked the system of‘licensed brothels and the
Gelsha institution which prevailed in the province. He
also attacked the evil of Saske and tobacco which hinder
the development of young peopvle. To keep temptation
away from students he offered to take some young men as
his réommatés.l Mr. Yoshida was one of these. As Mr.
Yoshida's father was 2 heavy drinker and had abused his
wife so often during marriage and as he died at an early
age because of alconol, Mr. Yoshida knew the evils of
liguor so well that Mr. Vories'-atfack on liguor impressed
him more than other attacks. So it was from the early
beginning that Mr. Vories and Mr. Yoghida stressed moral
purity and attacked the use of liguor and tobacco.2

The Y. M. C. A. buillding erected for the students
in 1907 was offered to them as a student's center, as a
recreation center, a dormitory, and as a place where they
could have religious meetings. They had & counseling room
where a secretary of the Y. M. C. A. took charge and helped

- - . . - .

1. ¢f. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, p. 96.
¢f. Okino, op. cit., p. 138,

2, C& Ibvid., vp. 1l2-17.
¢f. Yoshida, Brothers of Omi, pp. 147-156,.



1
the students as well as many town people who came for help.

They bullt g small road~-side resting place for
convenience of thepeople who passed daily between Onl
Hochimen and the Lzke habor. One day a young Buddhist
priest stopped there to eat his lunch. As he was eating
his lunch, he noticed upon the wall a framed guotation,
"Gome unto me all ye who labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest." With these words was the statement
that further information could be gotten by calling in town
at the Y. M. C. 4. building. He visited the Y. M. C. A.
building and was invited to the Bible class. He listened
attentlvely and discussed religlon till midnight. Later
he committed himself to Jesus Christ and became a Christian.
He was the first Buddhist preacher who became a member of
the Omi Brotherhood. He became a devoted and efficient
member of the Omi Brotherhood. But unfortunately he died
atVan early age because of tuberculosis.2 In Japen tuber-
culosis was considered as being as hopeless as leprosy is
considered hopeless in other parts of the world, with the
result that patients were sadly neglected. This very early
death of a young member motivated the sanatorium work of

- L 4 - - L L

1. C¢Cf. Vories, The Omil Brotherhood in Nippon, p. 93.
Cf. Yoshide, Brothers of Omi, pp. 108-113,

2. Cf. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, p. 96.
¢f. Okino, op. cit., p. 138.
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the Omi Brotherhood, By means of the gifts of friends, they
bought land in a sheltered elbow of two small mountains

and created several buildings. Although the sanatorium

was a small institubion compared to the demands and the
needs of the people, it, nevertﬁeless, provided avnew

1 1%

standard of treatment for btuberculosis in Japan.
had complete and modern equipment. Government physicians
and architects were sent to observe and obtain information
about the bulilding and equipment before the government
sponsored ganatoriums were bullt in Japan. It developed
slowly and came to have a surgical départment and a chapel, -
In 1940 it had come to have a hundred twenty beds.®
Sanatorium work was conducted on a non-profit
basis. Patients paid only the actual cost of their living.
Evangelical work was also carried on among the patients by
regular pastoral visitations, by Bible study, and by meeb-
ings. Many patients became Christians through this work.
Whenever funds were available the plant was expanded. The
reputation of the sanatorium became nation wide.3 In 1940
the Emperor gave funds for the work of the sanatorium and
another new building was added. It was the first time that

T . . [ ] L ° [

1. Cf. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, pp. 95-98.
¢f. Okino, op. cit., pp. 157-159.
2. Cf. Ibid., p. 159.
¢f. Vories, The Omi Brotherhood in Nippon, p. 98,
3. Cf. Ibid., p. 98.
Cf. Vories, A Mustard Seed in Jepan, pp. 78-79.
¢f. Okino, op. cit., p. 109,
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1
the Oml Brotherhood was rewarded by the Emperor. Thus the
Omi Brothnerhood has given their great effort in the estab-
lishment and continuance of its own health project and has

influenced health projects of the country.

C. Summary and Conclusion

In this chapter a brief study has been made of
the growth, development and program of the Omi Brotherhood
in order to discover what this unigue evangelical movement
hes done in the rural district of Japan. Such a study has
been undertaken because of the desiré to consider its con-
tribution to Post War Japan.

The origin, background and development of indus-
trial work, evangelism, education, and social work of the
Oni Brotherhood were considered in this chapter. Here was
found a program broad in scope and thoroughly practical,
while at the same time vitally Christian. Divine guldance,
earnest prayers, strong convictions and adventures in God
were to vlay an important part in its development.

The close relationship of evangelism to indus-
trial work, to every day 1life, and to its other activities--
i3 the most uniqgue aspect of thls program. That this new
evangelical enterprise is the work of Christien laymen is
an added factor of significance.

- o . - * *

1. ¢f. Okino, op. cit., p. 340.
Cf. The Omi Brotherhood, op. cit., p. 9.
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CHAPTER III

CONTRIBUTION OF THE OMI BROTHERHOOD TO
THE SOLUTION OF THE POST WAR PROBLEMS OF JAPAN

A, Introduction

Presented in the first chapter were the outstand-
ing post war problems of Japan. The program of the Omi
Brotherhood was studied in the second chapter. In this
chapter the contributions of the Omi Brotherhood to the
solution of the problem of post war Japan must be consider-
ed in relationship to the problems which were presented
in the first chapter and from the view point of nature and
program of the Brotherhood. The Omi Brotherhood stands
as an outstanding part of the Christian movement in Japan
and as such represents the force of Christianity which is
still advancing toward the building of the Kingdom of God.
Such a force already established in Japan most certainly
is a great contribution to the solviﬁg of Japan's post
war difficulties., The specific contributions of the pro-
gram of the Omil Brotherhood are now to be determiﬁed. As
a source of further instances of such contributions the

post war monthly magazines, Kohan-no-Koe (The Voice at

the Lake Side), which have been publiéhed by the Omi
Brotherhood,will be utiligzed. An additional source is

=60~
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the Hochiman News, published by the Hochiman Town Hall.,

B. Its Contribution to the Political
Problems of Japan
In the first chapter the most pressing polit-
ical problems of the post war era were discovered to be:
democratization and its allied problems, the changing from
an old to a new country, the shortage of leaders, the lack
of democratic experience, and the menace of cormunism, -

Analysis of the program of the Omi Brotherhood in the

second chapter revealed its members to be a group of people

who are seeking to build the Kingdom of God in Omi. As
has been true of its organization from the beginning -and
throughout its whole program the Christian principle was
seen to dominate.2 The true democratic society is the
Christian society. Christians are the people who can
understand democracy better and have more democratic
experiences than other people. The Japanese Bmpire 1is
gone and everything is being geared into the new theories
of democracy. Bubt because of its established Christian
principles the Brotherhood has no need to change to a
democratic way. Therefore the significant meaning of
the Brotherhood is in its existence as a democratic organ-
ization.

lo Ante . = e
3. Ainte, Sg. ﬁ2959.



Wnen Japan was fTaced with the shortage of new
leaders in her political l1life, it was naturally expected
that democratic leaders from the Brotherhood would lead
in the new democratic policy. Therefore when the election
of the town assembly was held, in 1947, in Omi Hochiman,
the people of the town asked the Brotherhood to send new
leaders to participate in the town election. In reply to
this request the Brotﬁerhood sent three members as candi-
dates. In the campalign they showed themsel#es to be fine
examples of the democretic way and they won the ma jority
of votes. It was the first time the Brotherhood entered
politics in Omi Hochiman.l Their fair and equitable policy
in Christian leadership won the confidence of the town's
people. They took initiative in the democratic pélicy
and led the éssembly. They succeeded in getting the town
hall built.2 To have Christian leaders in the town
assembly not only makes for a strong confidence in the
policy of the assembly but also teaches and shows the way
of democracy to the new political leaders and to the people
in general who lack democratic experience.3

In a strong Christian soclety there is no place
for fear of Communism. The Japanese people now know that

* L d L] . L >

1. 0©f. "Kin-Kyo-Roku'": Kohan-No-Koe, December 1948, p. 26.
2. Cf., Ibid., November 1948, p. 20.

¢f. Okino, op. cit., pp. 276, 446.
3. ¢f., Ibid., February 1951, pn. 3l.



Communism cannot builld a peaceful country. The Omi Brother-
hood has teken the initiative in leading the policy of the
town and through its Christian leadership has developed
confidence in democracy, proving that the Christlian way is
a more counstructive and a more peaceful way than the Com-
mﬁhistic way or the old Jepanese way,

Thus the Omi Brotherhood has contributed to
the solving of post wer political problems by alleviating
the shbrtage of leaders, by filling the gap due to lack
of democratic experience, and by lessening the problem of
Communism. The roll of the Brotherhood in the democrati-
zation of Japan has taken on the form of a special mission.

‘C. Its Contribution to the Economiec

Problems of Japan

The basie economic problems of post war Japan
as stated in the first chapter are: poveriy, overpopulation
and the problem of the labor unions.l In the study of the
Omi Brotherhood it was seen to be unique economic organ- .
ization, its industrial program beihg controlled by the
special aim of evangelism. The members of the Brother-
hood live their economic lives on a Christian basis just
as they put their industry on e Christian basis. The
business of the Brotherhood has meintained high ethical

standards.

1‘ Ante, ppo 9"14.
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In spite of the fact that since the end of the

war, due to economic difficulties, the business standards
of Japvan have deteriorated and many necesgities of poorest
guality heve been sold in the black market at a high price,

the industrial department of the Brotherhood has main-
tained nigh standards of quality and has kept prices reason-
able. At the same time, good service has been offered to
customers. For example, Mentholatum has been sold to the
dealers on the regular market and thus has been kept out of

1
the black market.

The architectural department of the Brothnerhood
has shown gréat activity in getting many planning contracts.
The plans for a number of large school buildings, hospitals,
churches, and houses havé been drawn by the architectural
department. The reasonable price, the earnest, constructive
planning, the good design and the use of small space, all
contribute to the alleviation of Janan's present great
housing problems. The International Christisn University
building in Tokyo is being planned by Mr. Vories and his
staff,2 Thelr earnest, thorough work and careful supervi-
sion have made a grest impression on théir customers,
especlally since the virtues of carefulness and thought-

- - . L L L

1, ¢f. "Kin-Kyo-Roku'", op. cit., February 1950, p. 30.
2. ¢f. Ibid., p. 30.

¢f. Ibid., November lo50, g. 30.
Gfo Ibido ] JU.ly 1950 y p. 3 .
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fulness have not been prevalent in Japanese business clrcles
since the end of the War.l The Oml Brotherhood stands as

a good demonstration of high ethical standards and Christian
prineciples in business.

To solve the vproblems of voverty and the related
problem of inflation, the Brotherhood has changed the pay
level of its members by esteblishing equal pay for all,
based on the size of thé family and on the daily fluctua-
tion of prices. Any emergency expenses such as sickness
or marrisge, are paild by the Brotherhood according to the
times. The pay rate and the emergency svending are declded
by the members as a whole.2 This policy gives good sugges-
tions to the economic life in difficult times. There 1is
no labor problem. Because there is no capitalist but al1ll
are laborers together. There is no need of labor unions.
The daily 1life of the Brotherhood has shown the presence
of the Christian spirit. The industrial department of the
Brotherhood provides work for the needy which is a contri-
bution to the problems of unemployment. To the problem of
overpopulation the members of the Brotherhood give instruc-
tions in BiPkth Control. With their high intelligence and
high moral viewpoint they are gualified to give this type
of instruction. This Christian economic policy of the

L L] L] . [ s

l. ¢f. "Kin-Kyo-Rohu', op. cit., October 1948, p. 30.
¢f. Ibid., July 1950, p. 32.
2, Cf. The Omi Brotherhood, op. cit., pp. 25-29,
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Brotherhood has become an example to the communitles and
industries of Japan. Many people have come to Omi Hochiman
to find out the secret of this economic policy of the
Brotherhoo&.l In this menner its influence is spreading
and its contribution is multiplied.

D. Its Contribution to the Social

Problems of Japan

Javan's soclal problems following in the wake of
war were found to include the confusion of daily 1life, the
inerease in the number of crimes, and the problems of public
welfare, problems which are making great soclilal unrest for
Japan.2 As it wes shown in the second éhapter the Omi
Brotherhood through its social program has bent its efforts
toward the betterment of social conditions in gemeral.
Quistanding among its contributions, it was seen, were the
instigation of a temperance movement, the attacking of the
system of licensed brothels with its Gelsha system, and
the public health program.

Confronting these social problems of post-war
Japan the Omi Brotherhood through social work has come to
have a more importent meaning in the 1life of Japan.3 Where-
as in this period of transition the general run of Japanese
families are experiencing much confusion and distress. The

L3 L] - - - L]

1, "Kin-Kyo-Rohu", op. cit., December 1950, p. 30.
¢f. Ibid., March 1951, p. 31,

2. 0f. Ante, pp. 14-19,

$ Cf. Ante, pvo. 55-59.



Christian 1life of the families of the Omi Brotherhood has
succeeded in meintaining its true character of stability.
The Christian homes of the Brotherhood eaﬁ demonstrate
and teach the principles of Christian etﬁical home 1life.
Ag an example,the proper relestionship between boys and
girls--an adjustment seen to be greatly needed now in
Japan—~is being demonstrated to the people of Japan by
these Christisn ethical homes.

.. The Christian sense of responsibility to-
ward the social order, which marks the Omi Brotherhood, is
seen in the following account. In Omi province there are
' several villages of a suppressed people who are called Eta.
Most of them are butchers and tanners--occupations which
are desplised in Buddhist and Shinto soclety. PShintoists
loathed blood, due to their religion, and the Buddhist
preachers were not allowed to eat the meat of guadruped
animalg. The name of Eta was banned in the Meljl era,
but the group still exists as outcasts from society. To-

day they call themselves Sul-Hei-Sha or Water-Level persons.

This means that water rose to its own level, But they are
sti1ll despised by the people. After the war these despised
people proclaimed their emanciapation. They showed,,
especlally among the young people, a desperate attitude

- toward the old social structure and traditions. They
committed meny outrages on trains and in cities. They

were even beyond the control of the police. Mr. Vories
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sent these geng leaders invitations to come to his hone,
and presented Christ to themn. Hé offered a’promise of
help to them to find their place in soclety. His friendly
efforts changed these outlaws to upholders of the law and
they even became guards of the very train they once had
rgided. They came to find & new outlook in life.l

As one of the leaders of the Brotherhood, Mr.
Vories,Ahas rreached demoecracy everywhere 1n the district
and hzs organized the Good Neighbor Soclety to keep social
order in pvost-war Japvan. Thils has involved helping police-
men who because of their difficult economic conditions, had
before faced many temptation bribery. True Democracy, Mr.
Vories has been teaching, is the cooperation of the people
under God and the Cross. To this the Japanese people have
been responding znd he has been asked to preach even in
Buddhist temples. His Good Nelghbor Soclety, he himselfl
being its chief, is organized in each village, town, and
city.2

The Brotherhood has fought against the use of
alcohol and tobacco from the beginning. Japanese law
prohibits the use of alcohol and tobaceco by minors. After
the war the law has often been broken by wwmnors; and the

* L o - L [ 4

1. c¢f. Kerr, op. cit., vp. 99, 130, 160.
¢f. "Kin-Kyo-Roku', op. cit., February 1951, pp. 30-31,
¢f. Ibid., July 1949, v». 26.

2. Cfo Ibid.’ July 26, 1949’ pp;26-27.
¢f. Hitotsuyanagi, Merrell: '"About Omi', Kohen-noKoe,
February 1945, pp. 4-5. ‘
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evils of this have become noteworthy. The Brotherhood
started a new temperance movement by inviting the teachers
and leaders of the district to discuss these problems.

The Y. M. C. A. of Omi Hochiman pushed this movement and
organized high school Y. M. C. & . groups outside of the
public schools to prevent the degeneration of students.l
Likewise the Oml Brotherhood has endeavored to prevent
the increase of crime and to keep soclal order.

One of the basic principles of Christianity is
that of helping others in need. Therefore the problem of
broken families became a problem to the Brotherhood--a
problem to be solved. When the town hall was established
in 1948 the Brotherhood introduced in the building a work-
ing place for war widows. The Brotherhood provided mate-
rials for the widows and the poor and cecoached them in the
work.2

In 1947 when the Fukul distriect suffered heavily
because of a great earthquake the Brotherhood immediately
took the initiative by collecting money, foo@, and clothes
and brought them to Fukui city. Since the end of the war
Communists were the ones who always took the initiative in
such work for rellilef, but the people rezlized that their

1. ¢f. "Kin-Kyo-Roku", op. cit., May 1950, pp. 30-31,
¢cf. Ibid., July 1949, pp. 27-28.
¢f. Hitotsuyanagi, Merrell: 'Christianity and Daily
Life", XKohan-noKoe, July 1949, pp. 3-5.

2, Cf. Hachiman Town Hall: "Hachiman News", Novewmber 1949,
ppu 2"‘70



work was done for propaganda rather than out of love. By
contragst this relief work of the Christians greatly im-
pressed the people.l ’

By means of its program in the interests of
public health, the Omi Brotherhood is making no small
contribution to public welfare. For example, its modern
sanatorium is doing much to diminish the scourge of
tuberculosis which nas swept over Japan. The Brotherhood
provides beds for the poor patients and gives free treat-
ment to them. It has started the movement for the preven-~
tion of tuberculosis and offered free medical examinations
for every one. All the beds of tpe ganatorium are now
occupled by patients and the GOSpél is daily healing their
weakened souls as thelr bodlies like wise are healed.2

E. Its Contribution to the Educational
Problems of Japan.

Japan has changed her educational program
completely in order to build up a democratic nation, the
study of the filrst chepter revealed. Japan is facing
various defects in her educational system, such as the
problem of changing to a new curriculum and establishing
new methods, also the shortage of teachers and the lack of

3

eguipment.

1. ¢f. "Kin-Kyo-Roku', op. cit., September 1948, v. 19.
2. Cf. Ibid., April 1949, pp. 25-26.

¢f. Ibid., July 1950, o. 31.
3., ¢f. Ante, pp. 19-25,



As the second chapter illustrated the education-~
al program of the Omi Brotherhood has already adopted a new
system into its schools, with advanced teaching methods |
and improved curriculum, thus meking its schools z true
demonstration of democratic education. The new elements
introduced in 1946 into its school system, namely, co-
education, with a three-year kindergarten course, & six-
year primary school, a three-year junior high and a three-
year senior high school,l are making their own contribution
to the community while at the same time serving as models
for the country at 1arge. Thus the schools demonstrate
democratic education on a Christian basis with new teach-
ing methods and a new curriculun, while the Parent Teachers
Assocliation affiliated with the schools makes its contri-
bution to adult education. Meking the best of the smell
gpace of the school bulldings, establishing extra curricular
activities and a student self-government system~as well -gs
starting teacher's conferences are all ways of meeting
existing problems. Many teachers who have faced the @iffi-
culties of changing from old to new methods have come to
get suggestions from the new education system.2

As stated Eei‘ore,3 the school for the education
of the Mentholatum factory girls has been reorgasnized and

° L ] L3 L] [ 3 .

l. ¢f. ante, po. 50-55,

2. ¢f. "Kin-Kyo-Roku', op. cit., October 1949, pp. 26-29,
Cf. Ibid., February 1949, p. 27.
¢f. Ibid., April 1949, v. 26,

3. Cf. Ante, pp. 52-53,
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become the first part-time senior high school, It now
belongs to the Oml Brotherhood School system and has been
authorized by the government, offering the same courses as
the regular senior high school. These schools have become
recognized as good examples of modern education throughout
all Japan.

In 1948 when the first election of the board of
education of Shiga Prefecture Waé held, Mr. Murate, the co-
founder of the Brotherhood was elected by the people of
Omi by a-langé ma jority of the voters of Omi Hachimen.

This waé evidence of the people's support, not only of hin,
buf of the Brotherhood. UNr. Murata was elected asg the head
of the board of education of Shiga prefecture., His admin-
igstration of the educational system has been welcomed by
the people of Omi because of'his earnest and falr attitude

2
a8 a Christian leader.

F. Its GContribution to the Religious
Problems of Japan.
In the first chapter the religious problens
have been shown as belng the decline of the old religions,
the growth of new superstitious religions, and the inade-
gquacy of the official Christian Church of Japan in the face

e - L 3 o - .

1. ¢f. "Kin-Kyo-Roku', op. c¢it., November 1948, pp. 19-20.
Cf. Ibid., October 1949, »np. 27-28,

2. ¢f. Ibid., November 1948, p. 20.
¢cf. Ibid., December 1948, pp. 26-27.



1
of the large opportunity confronting it. Mr. Vories

started his movement to build the Kingdém of God in Omi,
The Omi Brotherhood is not an organization of business men
nor of nominal Christians but of evangelical Christians.
They preach the Gospel through their business enterprises;}
their correspvondence work, thelr social work, and their |
educational program, because first of all they embody it in‘
thelr own lives. All thils has been illustrated in the
gsecond chapter.2 |

As is true of any people, the Japanese people
must have something to believe and vost-war Japan has been
widely opened for Christian evangelism. The Brotherhood
has reorganized its evangelical work to meet the new harvest.
Evidence that this program is meeting a need is found in
the Tact that since the end of the war the Sunday School
teachers' conference has been held in the Buddhist temples
of Hiel-zan and Chomelji, with the Buddhists offering their
dormitories, auditoriums, and even food for Christian
meetings. Further evidence of the contribution of the
Omi Brotherhood to the religlous problems of Japan can be

seen in the growing response to various preaching progrsms

1. ¢f. Ante, pp. 25-31,

20 Ofo Ante. ppo 42"500

3. ¢f, "Kin-Kyo-Roku', op. cit., December 1948, p. 27.
¢cf. Ibid., September 1950, p. 32,
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1
sponsored by the Brotherhood, such as that of Dr. Kagawa:

in the increase of Sunday School and Summer Camp attendance:
in the increase of evangelism by correspéndence:5 in the
popularity of the visual aids progra'm.4

Two new churches were founded at Naneda, and
Yokaichi by the people of the villages with the help of
the menbers of the Brotherhood. These churches stand in
the center of the villages like symbols of the new pos t-war
Japan.5

In Shiga prefecture, there are 1449 Shinto
Shrines and 2166 Shinto priests, 3288 Buddhist temples,
and 7300 Buddhist preachers. But there are 26 Christian
churches, 44 pastors and teachers, and 2500 Christians.
The influence of Christianity is still sm1ll compared with
that of Buddhism and Shintoism. But the vital strength of
the Glad Tidings is making itself felt more and more deeply
in the daily lives.6 Thus through its basic evangelistic
emphasis and its varied Christian program, the Omi Brother-

hood is effectively making its contribution to the religious

life of Japan.

Cf. "Kin-Kyo-Roku", op. cit., May 1949, p. 26.
Cf. Ibid., January 1951, p. 31.

Cf, Ibid., August 1949, pp. 26-29.

Cf. Ibid., September 1949, p: 20.

Cf, Ibid., December 1950, pp. 32-33,

Cf. Ibid., January 1951, pp. 30-31.

Cf. Ibid., November 1951, pp. 31l-32.

¢f., Ibid., March 1951, p. 30.
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Ge Smary

The contribution of the Omi Brotherhood to the
solution of the post-war problems of Japan has been studied
in this chapter. To this end both the problems which Japan
is facing since the war and the major aspects of the program
of the Omi Brotherhood were restated. Then the contribu-
tions of the latter were considered in each area in turn.
Politically, it was shown how the Brotherhood is playing
its role as the demonstrator of democratic organization
based on Christian principles——an organization which has
no place for Communism. The Brotherhood through its
Christian members was seen to be contributing to the solu-
tion of the problems of the shortage of leaaers in this
post-war era, Christian leadership, because of its expe-
rience in a true democratic way, can fill the vacuum
caused by the lack of democratic experience,

As an economic organigzation the Brotherhood is
showing a high ethical standard of business to the deteri-
orated business circles of post-war Japan. As the Brother-
hood is an organization knit togethef in Christ there is
no need of labor unions. Such a demonstration in itselfl
was found to be a contribution.

Socially, the Christian homes of the Brother-
hood were seen to be manifesting the all important quality
of stability to the other peouvle who face nothing but

confusion in their daily lives. The Christian attitude of
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"Love thy neighbor' is bearing fruit in the decrease of
crime, in the helping the needy, and in the general social
betterment of Japan. Mr. Vories himself has done a great
work through his preaching and teaching. The sanatorium
has given a great contribution to the revitalizing of the
national health.

While Japanese education is facing the confusion
of the change from the old to the new system, the Brother-
hood, it was evident, had made a step forward in continuing
its educational policies which are based in Christianity.
Since the program of the school system attracted the atten-
tion of Japanese educators, who visited it to get sugges-
tions for the new education, its influence is undoubtedly
spreéding. With its definite purpose of bullding the
Kingdom of God in Oml and with its members participating
directly in evangelistic work, the Brotherhood was found to
be making a large contribution toward the replacing of the
old religions, the overcoming of superstitions, and the
strengthening of the Christian Church in all areas.

Thus‘it is seen that the Omi Brotherhood
contributes to the solution of the problems of Japan
through its very existence as a Christian democratic

force.



CHAPTER 1V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The general purpose of this thesis has been to
discover the contribution of Christian work to the Japan
of today. The Omi Brotherhood with its distinctive Chris-
tian program is an outstanding and unique example of Chris-
tian work and therefore it has been limited to this group.
As a first step an investigation of the pos t-war poblems
of Japan was made. Japan, 1t was discovered, is changing
completely, from an old semi-feudalistic age to a new,
modern democratic era. Democracy is the new goal of Japan.
Thus democratization has become the basic, political
problem of Japan and from it various problems are derived,
such as: the change from an Imperial to a democratic country,
the shortage of new democratic leaders, the lack of democratic
experience, and the threat of Communism.

‘Economically, it was found, Jepan is a poor
country. Furthermore she has suffered greatly from the
lgst war, She cannot support her tremendous population
on her smell islands. In this situation Communism and the
labor unions have knit themselves closely together and
are threatening the people.

In the social realm, too, Japan was seen to be

facing problems. As she is changing so rapidly the daily
-7
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life of her people is in constant confusion. The lack of
medical service and the shortage of medicine has resulted
in increasing disease, especially tuberculosis, which has
- become the greatest public heslth problem. The war has
greatly affected Japanese homes and home life, causing
exbreme suffering; The large number of orphans, war
widows, broken families and imprisoned Japanese still in
Soviet hands constitute the miserable tfagedy of Japan to-
day. A

Further problems were found to be confronting
Japan in the field of education. To build up a new demo-
cratic nation the reform of the educational system has be-
come indispensable. To bring sbout this change, both a
new curriculum and new teaching methods have been intro-
duced. These changes, of course, have confused the educa-
tors. In the shortage of teachers and the lack of equip-
ment, educational leaders face a great problem. INoreover,
to develop her culture, language reform must be undertaken
but this is a most difficult task.

Finally, the study revealed that because of
their defeat in the war and the great difficulties of
post-war life the Japanese people have lost their confi-
dénce in the old religions, Shintoism and Buddhism. In
this spiritual vacuum a tremendous number of new super-
stitious religions have grown up and are penetrating into

the hearts of the people. But on the other hand there
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has been an unusual response to the message of the Chris-
tian Gospel. As never before, the doors of opportunity
are wide open. More Christian leaders and teachers are
greatly needed. Church buildings are also needed to bring
the people into the church.

The second step in this study was to examine the
program of the Omi Brotherhood. This organization, it was
discovered, was started by a young American, Mr. Vories,
who despite great hate and suspicion aroused against him,
determined to stay and build the Kingdom of God in Omi.

His assiduous efforts gradually pfoduced fruits. To
support the evangelical work an industrial enterprise was
started which not only supports the evangelical work, but
demonstrates Christian principles in business., As their
business expanded they came to have various branches,
educational work, and medical work. All are for the build-
ing of the Kingdom of God in Omi. This unique Christian
organizatioh was the means of convefting many people to
Jesus Christ and gradually came to be known all over Japan.
The final step was to determine the contribu-
tion of the solution of the problems of post-war Japan.
Politically, it was shown, the Brotherhood itself is a
contribution as a demonstration of democratic organiza-
tion. The fact that the Brotherhood provides new leaders
in the political field is no small contribution, for these

Christian leaders are entering the political field and
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are demonstrating and teaching democracy from their own
Christian life experiences tb the people who lack democra-
tic experience.

Economically the industrial department of the
Brotherhood was seen to be demonstrating its high standards
of business ethics to the deteriorated business circles of
post-war Jspan., The economic 1life of the members is an
example to the confused economic order by manifesting the
Christian spirit. The industrial departments of the Omi
Brotherhood has contributed a great deal to the economic
field of Japanese l1life by ponsistently manuf acturing a
good line of products at a reasonable price., Likewise not
to be overlooked is the employment given by the industry
to the needy people of the district., The Farmer'!s Gospel
Scuool, by its instruction in new scientifi ¢ methods to
tne local farmers contriputed to the present great expan-
sion in productivity not only of the soil of the district
but to the consequent output in terms of greater crop
values-=-all of which is a great contribution to the present
food problem of Japan. Another important contribution
is that directed toward the solution of the very pressing
overpopulation~~namely birth control. Instruction in this
matter is carried on by the members of the Brotherhood.

In the area of the social problems facing Japan,
it was evident that the Brotherhood is making a large con-

tribution. Through its Christian concern and its practical
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program it i1s helping broken families and working for the
needy by making it possible Tor them to help themselves.
Through its influence in changing lives it is also preven-
ting crime. Its medical work is contributing to the sol-
ution of the national health problem--tuberculcsis. The
stable Christian home life of the members stands as an
eXample of harmony in these times of confusion for Japan.
The educational work of the Brotherhood was found to be
making a double contribution, both to the many children
and their parents who are being taught and are consequently
growing as Christians, and to the educational system of
thé country through its own example of the new democratic
education.,

The contribution to the religious problems of
Japan was discovered to be the most important contribution
of the Omi Brotherhood. As the Brotherhood is a layman's
missionary enterprise all the members must work as preaéhers.
They witness to the Gospel by means of various evangelical
methods. Through thelir work many wondering péople are
saved. As already indicated all aspects of the program of
the Brotherhood are motivated and controlled by the desire
for the building of the Kingdom of God., Thus its Christian
influence is widespread.V

Japan is advancing toward a new goal--a peaceful
democratic country. Now she needs the vital force of

Christianity. Without this force she cannot build a new
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country. The people of Japan must know and must stand on
the strong rock of Chris’c;ianity. The time has come, the
day is breaking on the beautiful islands of Japan, the
bright ray of the rising sun of the Gospel must penetrate
into the hearts of all Japanese people. And in this great

work the Omi Brotherhood may play an increasing part.
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