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THE TuITSSION.ARY PRINCIPLES AND METHODS 

OF ALBERT SCHWEITZER 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Statement of Problem 

The problem of this thesis is to discover the 

missionary principles an.d methods of Albert Schweitzer 

and to examine them for present-day usefulness. 

B. Significance of the Problem 

Foreign missions is the great praotioal problem of 

the Christian Church today. Never has there been a time 

of such wide opportunities for spreading the Christian 

faith as there is now. Yet, there is the question of 

principles and methods: What should be the main emphasis 

of the missionary as he goes forth to win men to Christ? 

In view of the great physical distresses of people in other 

lands -- famines, floods, wars, pestilences -- should the 

greater effort be made toward changing the environment or 

should the missionary concentrate upon the spiritual and 

religious needs of the man? Or is a combination possible 

between the two general principles of spiritual ministration 

vii 
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and social ministration? Up to today there has been no 

definite settlement of these questions, but it behooves 

the ohuroh to seek an answer in this time of opportunity. 

In view of the general problem, it is only natural 

to turn to one of the great Christian missionaries of 

today, Albert Schweitzer, and study his principles and 

methods as a missionary doctor in Congo Africa. Such a 

study would be especially interesting since Albert 

Schweitzer is known as an authority and thinker in so 

many unrelated fields: a great organist in European 

circles, an authority on Bach, a theologian, a philos

opher, a builder of organs, and an expert on tropical 

diseases. In all these Schweitzer has excelled above 

average. Is it not altogether probable that in view of 

his authority in other fields, Schweitzer would have a 

contribution to make from his experience as a missionary? 

C. The Problem Delimited and Set Forth 

The natural question to ask is: What could be 

learned from a study of Schweitzer's principles and 

methods since his field is that of medicine, a field 

which is specialized insofar as missions is concerned? 

The answer is that the medical angle can be used as a 

pivot around which to build a more complete story of 

principles and methods in the following way: The missionary 
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doctor as well as other types of missionaries must have 

reasons for his self-imposed sacrifice, which together 

with his general ideas of religion and the needs in the 

world, constitute the deeper meaning of principles in 

missions. It is basically the person who makes a mis

sionary, not his outward activities. Furthermore, the 

missionary, whether a doctor or evangelist, inevitably 

has a manner of dealing with the natives that is in keep

ing with the purposes of his missionary service. This 

constitutes an important source of principles and methods. 

Finally, there are the specific methods which the mis

sionary uses for accomplishing his specialized task. Al

together a set of principles and methods can be obtained 

1Nhich do not reflect merely a specialized field of labor 

but which may well be considered for missionary work in 

general. 

D. Method and Procedure to be Used 

Principles and methods must first be defined. A 

principle denotes an ultimate basis or cause, a settled 

rule of action, a governing law of conduct. 1 A method 

is an orderly process or procedure, a set form of pro

cedure.1 Hence, the two words are in a sense inseparable 

. . . . . . . . 
1. Websten's Collegiate Dictionary, Fifth Edition 
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for the purposes of the thesis. The discovery of prin

ciples and methods occurs in a joint knowledge of the 

principles of a person's life in the sense of an ultimate 

basis.or cause -- such as learning the person's philos

oply of life -- and in observing his actions. When the 

actions answer to the spirit of his philospphy and his 

philosophy finds outlet in appropriate activity, a prin-
I ciple and method can be said to be discovered. 

In view of this definition of principles and methods 

the following procedure will be followed: 

1. A preliminary survey will be made in order to 

provide a setting for the problem, to gather up the dif

fering viewpoints for a general comparison later with 

Schweitzer's principles and methods. 

2. The factors in Schweitzer's life which caused 

him to become a medical missionary doctor in the 09ngo 

will be considered. These factors, the motivations of 

childhood and youth, and the philosophy of religion and 

missions which he acquired as the result of his earlier 

life will constitute the deeper meaning of his principles 

• • • • • • • • 

1. The only other method of discovering principles and 
methods in the activities of a person would be to 
count and categorize his activities and on the basis 
of their recurrence, assume that they are habitual 
ways of procedure. Anything that was habitually done 
would then be accepted as a principle and method. 
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and methods. With this knowledge of his life and thought, 

his activities on the mission field will be better under

stood and his principles and methods as a worker dis

covered. 

J. A study of Schweitzer's understanding of the 

natives will be made. This will culminate in principles 

and methods of changing the native from his primitive 

state to a civilized one. 

4. A survey of Schweitzer's specific activities in 

his own field of labor will close the study of principles 

and methods. 

5. The final chapter will contain a swnrnary and a 

conclusion of the study. 

E. Source of Data 

The primary source will be taken from Schweitzer's 

writings of his missionary experiences as gathered up into 

book form from his personal letters. Magazine articles 

of later date will also be relied upon. Secondary sources 

-will be used for additional details and to enlarge the 

context and setting. 

Sources of Chapter I are in a category by themselves. 

Here no attempt will be J'.t1ade to be conclusive in bibli

ography but merely to bring out the differing viewpoints 

for the purposes of a survey. 
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CHAPTER I 

A PRELIMINARY SURVEY OF MISSIONARY 

PRINCIPLES AND 1lliTHODS 

A. Introduction 

The purpose of this chapter is to suggest various 

viewpoints from which a study of missionary principles 

~d methods may be approached. such a method need not 

be comprehensive and the procedure will be somewhat 

arbitrary by first considering extreme viewpoints, a 

middle viewpoint, and an additional modern viewpoint 

which is independent from and yet applicable to all view

points. Finally, the character of the Paris Missionary 

Society, Schweitzer's first sponsor of his medical pro

ject, will be briefly considered in order to discover 

its position in relation to these viewpoints. 

B. Modern Missionary Principles and Methods 

1. The Modern Problem of Missions. 

The peculiar problem of today has been how to relate 

the great commission of Christ to the lives of people. 

This problem is peculiar to our age because of the wider 

dissemination of the Gospel that is possible, reaching 

primitive cultures and eastern civilizations. Specific 

problems that arise out of modern expansion are as follows: 

2 



3 

a. The problem of approaching a people of a different 

culture or civilization, especially the primitive natives. 

The question is: how oan such people become Christians in 

a primitive or backward environment? Must such an en

vironment be changed or oan it become in itself an ex

pression of Christian principles? 

b. Related to the above problem is the opportunity 

that modern developments present. How can the native be 

led into a genuinely Christian religious experience when 

the advantages of a Christian civilization may be the 

real motivitation for his religious profession? Modern 

hospitals and schools bring similar problems. 

o. Perhaps most complex is the problem of our Chris

tian culture and its economic and political impact upon 

others. In such cases, the Christian influence is only 

indirect and has the tendency to introduce Christian 

practices and principles without the religious experience.1 

') 
'~· t : '._, 

2. Modern Viewpoints. 

a. The Evangelist. 

The chief idea of the exponent of evangelism in 

missions is that spiritual difficulties lie at the core 

• • • • • • • • • 

1. K. s. LaTo~ette, "Distinctive Features of the 
Protestant Missionary Methods." Inter. Review 
of Missions Oct. 1937, pp. 441-52, Vol. 26 
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of the problems of life. To be concerned with physical 

difficulties is only to relieve the symptoms. Hence, to 

bring salvation to the heathen, and eventual physical 

relief, is to work in the area of his beliefs and re

ligious practices and mora1·11fe. Such a work largely 

involves oral presentation of the Gospel as a true rev

elation from God. This revelation is represented as 

God's initiative in seeking man, making communion poss

ible through Jesus Christ -- communion which every man 
1 seeks by some manner or means. 

A doctrine of other-worldliness is also in this 

.viewpoint. Eternity, life after death is the concern of 

other religions -- Moslems, Hindus, Buddhists, and 

Animists; therefore, this primary need should be met by 

presenting a Gospel which presents an other-world view 

along with a present-world view based on the laws of a 

moral God. "The mission fields need a Gospel message 

whic.h is timeless because it is eternal and boundless as 

the horizon of heaven."2 

Another emphasis in this viewpoint is in the redemp

tive and mystical work of Christ. "The fundamental 

question in connection with missions is this: Is Christ 

• • • • • • • • • 

1. Professor D. s. Cairns, The Vision of the Kin~dom, p.6-21. 
2. Samuel M. Zwemer, Thinking Missions with Christ, p.135. 
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of any worth? ••• If He is of worth to us, He is of worth 

to all men and must be made known to all men."l The 

motive for missions should be Christ-centered: " ••• the 

desire to have our Master no longer misunderstood, ignored, 

disappointed ••• "2 General Evangeline Booth of the Salva

tion Army said that we cannot regard the Gospel of Christ 

as a subject of significance which is open to discussion. 

Our mission is to preach and present Christ, for the 

individual to accept or reject.3 Dr. Maokichan, one of 

the speakers at the Missionary Congress of Scottish 

churches in 1922, attributed the violence of India toward 

England to the fact that while justice and righteousness 

were taught in education, the manifestation of the spirit 

of Jesus Christ was not shown in England's relations to 

India.4 

The characteristic end or purpose for the evan

gelist-missionary is the establishment of native churches 

and religious institutio.o.s.5 All other methods and activ

ities directly or indirectly aid in this effort. 

"In all use of philanthropic effort such as medical 
missions, relief work, etc. as a method of mission 
work, the dominant and determining aim must be evan
gelistic. Such work is useful as securing friendship, 

• • • • • • • • • 

1. Robert Speer, Missionary Principles and Practices, p.11. 
2. A.G. Hogg, Evangelism for the World Today, Mott, ed. p.23 
3. Evangeline Booth, Evangelism for the World Today, p.78. 
4. Mackichan, Vision of the Kingdom, p. 91. 
5. J. o. Dobson, Why Christian Missions, p. 51. 
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removing prejudice, representing the helpful, un
selfish spirit of Christianity, contributing to 
the preaching of Christ, and the revelation of Him 
as Saviour and Lord, the source fo all life and 
hope, and as relieving suffering; but it is not 
the responsibility of the foreign missionary enter
prise to care for the sickness and suffering of the 
world.nl 

The tendency of such a viewpoint, i.e. the emphasis 

upon the spiritual and moral needs of people, is to ignore 

or minimize the physical needs and the natural environment 

that surrounds the native. Robert Speer, at the turn of 

the century said, "Missions are powerful to transform the 

face of society, because they ignore the face of society 

and deal with it at its heart."2 The results of changes 

and reforms flow naturally from lives in which Christ has 

been planted; this is life in a supernatural sense, not 

merely a quickened intellect or refined moral taste. 

b. The Humanitarian. 

The chief concept of method for the humanitarian is 

to relieve the physical distress and change the surround

ings of the native so that he may live more freely as 

civilized men live. Pity for the physical agony is the 

• • • • • • • • • 

1~ Speer, Principles and Practice, p. 56-60. 
2. Speer, Missionary Principles-and Practices, p. 35. 

It should be noted that later Speer seemed to change 
his view somewhat and to find a larger place for 
methods besides evangelism. Whether this represents 
a change in his thinking or merely a clarification 
of the above statement cannot be answered here. 
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motivating factor for the humanitarian. 

There is even greater danger that the hwnanitarian 

over-emphasize his side over against evangelism. Dr. 

Lechm.ere Taylor, one of the speakers of the Missionary 

Congress of Scottish churches epitomizes the extreme in 

his statement, 1 

"We as heralds of the Cross should ••• invoke the 
blessing of God on anyone who, whether in conscious 
obedience to our Master or not, is doing anything 
to heal the great running sores of the world; for 
thus is liberty proclaimed to the captive and the 
opening of prison doors to them that are bound." 

Such a view expresses the earnest feeling of medical 

missionaries who are overwhelmed with the vision of hum.an 

suffering. Healing almost becomes a religious rite and 

act in itself. 

The same speaker voiced a further opinion along this 

line when he stated that medical missions were not to be 

used as a bribe to gain the ear of the people or as a 

· lever to remove the prejudice and suspicion which ob

structs the ordinary presentation of the Gospel. Rather, 

medical missions itself is an integral part of the Chris

tian message. 2 The same claim of exponents of other 

humani tar.ian methods is made for their respective fields. 

• • • • • • • • • 

1. H.F. L. Taylor, Vision of the Kingdom, p.62. 
2. Ibid., p.62. 
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c. The Middle View. 

Each viewpoint has its commendable features; and it 

must be recognized that each developed as a reaction 

against the extreme. of an opposite method. Missionaries, 

however, learn to respect one another's positions since 

they are constantly faced with very practical and immediate 

problems on the field. One can almost always find a place 

in the thinking of one missionary that would allow a place 

for another type of method to be used. Speer, who was 

quoted above as somewhat of an extremist, wrote a pamphlet 

years later defending the founders of modern .missions at 

the point of their social vision.1 Zwemer, who vigorourly 

attacked the report of the Laymen's Committee on foreign. 

.missions for their insinuations of short-sightedness to 

mission founders, cites the founders of modern missions as 

being concerned for a social Gospel as well as a spiritual 

one. "They went out to save the lost. Yet their social 

Gospel included works of mercy to all with whom they came 

in contact ••• But they considered all these as means to an 

end."2 

The Middle View, as such, has a characteristic manner 

in combining evangelism with social aspects. The chief 

• • • • • • • • • 

1. Speer, "The Social Ideals of the Founders of Modern 
Missions". 

2. Samuel Zwemer, op. cit., p. 135. 
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aim is considered to be spiritual; the method of evangel

ism is a direct approach and the other methods are in

direct in that a context and Christian atmosphere is given 

out. A typical statement of this is as follows: 1 "··· 

before anyone can take any very vital part in social 

salvation he must know experimentally the fact of personal 

salvation and victory over sin." 

Often the "social salvation" is considered as means 

of breaking down prejudice and ill-will of the native. 2 

Representatives of the middle view have always been 

in action on the field. The founders of modern missions 

can be cited for their interest and activity in fields 

related only indirectly to eva.ngelism. 3 Carey, a rigorist 

in religious experience, wrote, 

"Can we hear that they are without the Gospel, with
out government, without laws, and without arts and 
sciences, and not exert ourselves to introduce among 
them the sentiments of men and and of Christians?" 

He advocated agriculture and introduction of good cattle 

among other things of social concern. 

Duff, a man of a living and deep Christian experience, 

founded a new type of education in India which determined 

the educational policy of the government. David Brainerd, 

. . . . . .• . . 
1. Dr. John Banninga, Evangelism for the World Today, p.16. 
2. Speer, op. cit., p.59f. 
3. Robert Speer, "The Social Ideals of the Founders of 

Modern Missions .n 
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an intensively subjective Christian, in working among 

the Indians, urged them to find l:>etter farm lands and 

to be more industrious. 

d. The Psychological and Sociological View. 

In keeping with modern findings, a further develop

ment can be noted in modern missionary methods, the 

psychological factor. This view claims that the native 

must be given the Gospel of Christianity without attempt

ing to westernize or Christianize him after the fashion 

of westerners. Dr. Gutmann in his work on Kiliamjaro 

represents the extreme in his theory of maintaining the 

social structure of the clan. His practice is not to 

break down the society of the native but merely to Chris

tianize it by intreducing Christian concepts into the old 

clan practices. Anthropologists disagree with him that a 

break down of old customs is necessarily evil, but it may 

be the natural result where a new system of values is re-
l 

placing an old. 

An earlier attempt to keep the native in his natural 

environment was made by the Nevius Plan. The plan in 

brief was a system of organizing self-maintaining native 

churches; the basic pr.inciple was that of allowing the 

converted native to remain in his old position in the 

• • • • • • • • • 

1. Cf., International Review of Missions, Oct. 1937, pp. 
500-13. 
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comm.unity and thus make the church self-propagating by 

its native Christian witnesses.I 

Dobson, an ardent advocate of evangelism, wr..o·te. 

"There are methods of trying to lead others to accept our 

beliefs which are both psychologically bad and morally 

wrong." 2 

"Reverence for personality sums up what should be 
the attitude of a truly Christian missionary. Rev
erence means the sy.mpathy which enters with under
standing and insigh.t. into the other person's ways 
of thought and life. It involves that active 
humility that is always teachable, ready to share 
the experience of others."J 

The danger of imperialism is always present in 

mission work. The evangelist may try to rule because of 

superior religious experience •. The humanitarian may 

attempt to rule in desiring to rescue men from what is 

bad for them. The International Missionary Council of 

1928 warned of this danger: "We obey a God who respects 

our wills and we desire to respect those of others."4 

• • • • • • • • • 

1. J.C. Nevius, Planting and Development of Missionary 
Churches. This plan was not founded primarily on the 
basis of its psychological values; other factors went 
into formulating it. Nevertheless, the plan still is 
unique in its attempt to make Christianity a natural 
thing of .grow.th.in the life of the native, leaving 
him in the old environment and under familiar con
ditions. 

2. J. o. Dobson, Why Christian Missions? p.56. 
3. "The Christian Message" adopted by the Jerusalem Meet

ing of the International Missionary Council. Dobson, 
op. cit. , p. 59. 

4. Alexander McLeish, Jesus Christ and World Evangelism, 
P• 128. 
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Hence, there is a growing recognition that the 

native must be given the Gospel and that having received 

it, he must be permitted to let it work out in his own 

culture and society as much as possible. "Evangelisation 

is not civilization or Christianization. It is life be

getting life."1 That is the significant contribution of 

psychological and sociological insights. 

c. Viewpoint of the Paris Evangelical Missionary Society. 

1. Purpose and Doctrines 

The Paris Missionary Society is an international and 

interdenominational organization of French speaking Prot

estants. Its unique rule of faith is the Bible and es

pecially the gospel of salvation through Christ. They 

believe that God has a plan of salvation for the world 

and that their particular society has a part to play in 

that plan and its accomplishment. Hence, their main object 

has been to spread the knowledge of Christ among pagans 

and nations in darkness in cooperation with other denom

inations as much as possible. 2 

2. Make-up 

In view of the power of Catholicism in France the 

• • • • • • • • 

1. A. McLeish, Jesus Christ and World Evietelisation, p.128. 
2. Jean Bianquis, Les Origines de la Soc ete Des Missions 

Evangeliques de Paris, vol. 1, p. 43. 
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group making up the Paris Society profess to speak for 

all groups of Protestants in France and other neighboring 

countries who have French-speaking peoples. In keeping 

with this interdenominational attitude, the personnel on 

the fields are made up also of various denominations and 

groups. No single denominational polity is espoused; the 

type of ecclesiastical government to be used in native 

churches is left to the decision of the missionary on the 

field. 1 

3. History and Extent 

The first mission field entered was Basutoland in 

1833 in response to a great need for evangelization. The 

period of greatest expansion was around 1890 when France 

enlarged her colonial possessions. viz. in the Windward 

and Loyalty Islands, Tahita, Madagascar and French Congo. 

In response to the call of English missionaries the Paris 

Society took over the fields in these areas. Up to 1923 

this Society had entered eight fields. 

4. Methods 

Methods used by the missionaries of the Society were 

varied. There is an emphasis upon eva.nge.lization of the 

natives and the establishing of self-sustaining churches. 

This is accomplished by a system of stations and outstations. 

• • • •• • • • • 
1. loo. sit. 
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In additicn to this they lay great emphasis upon the 

proper education of the natives, especially desiring to 

teach the native to read the Bible. Hospitals also are a 

rule among their methods as are industrial schools, print

ing establishments, and various industries.1 

D. Summary 

The purpose of Chapter I was to find the general 

viewpoints of modern missionary thinkers and leaders in 

order to compare them with Schweitzer's principles and 

methods. First the modern problem of missions was found 

to be connected with the concomitants of modern civiliza

tion thus complicating the missionary's problem by taking 

him more and more to primitive cultures which are entirely 

unrelated to the modern. In seeking to bring a real change 

in character the modern conveniences confuse the motiva

tions of the native in seeking Christianity and often as 

not become the goal in the stead of true religion. IvTore

over, modern conveniences and methods may often become a 

part of the native's life without any contact or formal 

em.bracing of Christianity whatsoever. 

Into this modern problem step several types of 

. . . . . . . . 
1. Cf. "The Fundamental Characters of the Paris Missionary 

Sooiety 0 , a scrapbook of 1923, Missionary Research 
Library. 
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missionaries. The evangelist is concerned with a spirit

ual message for the natives, feeling that an inner change 

is the basis for all other change. The humanitarian is 

equally concerned that the physical needs of the native 

be ministered to him, believing that such a work con

stitutes a Christian message in itself. Unique in actions 

among religious bodies is the degree of tolerance with 

which mis.s.ionaries accept one an.other's views in the midst 

of meeting practical difficulties on the field. Hence, 

the so-called middle view often represents the two ex

tremes as they go into action, each extreme finding a 

place for the other in its system of activity. A valu

able addition to this fine spirit of tolerance and 

mutuality is that of the knowledge of psychology and 

sociology. A greater awareness of these sciences brings 

a new appreciation and understanding of the native as a 

person in another culture. It teaches missionaries to 

give the essence of the Gospel of Christ, letting that 

Gospel work in, through, and around native forms and cul

tures wherever possible. 

Finally, the viewpoint of the Paris Missionary Society 

was seen to be a representative of the best in tolerance 

among religious workers. Marked by its cooperation with 

denominations, evangelical in emphasis, liberal and vari

egated in its methods on the field -- this society in its 
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great work is surely of God. 

This study will now seek to find Albert Schweitzer's 

answer to the modern problem of Christian missions: How 

the missionary can confront the native and what he must 

seek to accomplish in the name of Christ. 
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CHAPTER II 

MISSIONARY IN THE MAKING 

A. Introduction 

One of the great problems of mission boards is to 

determine what makes a man a missionary. An answer to 

this question would constitute one of the main principles 

of missions. Hence, a fundamental purpose of this thesis 

is to discover the missionary principles of Albert 

Schweitzer in the deeper sense of the word, viz. the ul

timate basis or cause for his activity as a missionary. 

The question to be asked is: Are his motivations religi

ous or humanitarian? In order to answer the question a 

further study must be made of his general philosophy of 

life and religion, and-then in proper order, his particular 

philosophy of missions. 

The significance of this chapter in relation to the 

following chapters lies i; the procedure to be followed 
:/ 

in discovering principles and methods on the mission field. 

Only by knowing the viewpoint and philosophy of a person 

can his actions be understood, and his principles and 

methods be discovered. Therefore, the procedure of this 

chapter will be to s:tudy early motivations in the life of 

Schweitzer, and make a survey of his philosophy of life, 

religion and .missions respectively. 

18 
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B. Motivations In the Life of Albert Schweitzer 

In a large sense motivations are ever present in 

the life of every person. Always there is the drive, 

the effort to do or be something. Influences of envi

roTu'Tient have a large part in the molding of people. 

·,vhere the influence of environr.ient leaves off and the 

responsibility of the individual takes over has never 

been satisfactoril)r answered. Eowever, to lmderstand 

the setting whence the person made his choices is to 

understand in large part the person and his work. 

Such an understanding is sufficient for the purposes 

of this study. 

1. Parental and Ancestral Background 

The most outwardly influential person in Albert's 

life in the home was the father. This father was a 

many-sided person of character who could be stern and 

yet playful with the children, an esteemed man of the 

covJJ1unity, pastor of the Gunsbach Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, a liberal thinker, writer, and to the delight 

of his children, a skilled improvisor at the piano. 

The main influential characteristic of this father 

was that of flexibility. Re could be stern and exact

ing toward the children in insisting that they write 

appropriate letters of gratitude to relatives for the 

Christmas gifts received, an ordeal Albert and his 
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brothers and sisters abhorred.l Yet, he would on other 

occasions spend a whol·e day romping with the children 

in the hills. 2 

The father as pastor also exerted a profound in

fluence upon young Schweitzer. His sermons had a fas

cination to his mind because they seemed to be devel

oped from the very life and experience of the father. 

Also, of great importance, were the missionary ser

vices held by the pastor-father on the first Sunday 

afternoon of every month. Here the work of 1:1.ission

aries and their lives were related; and here Schweitzer 

attributes his first great interest in the cause of 

rnissions.3 

The influence of the mother of Albert Schvrni tzer 

is ~ore hidden that that of the father. Their rela-

tionship with each other was that of a secret kinship 

due to their cor.i . .mon characteristic of reserve. It was 

the mother who allowed Albert to have the cheap hat 

without any words or' demand for an explanation from 

him, although she was exceedingly e1'?lbarrassed about 

his insistence; yet, she somehow seemed to feel that 

the boy had a reason for his desires and did not seek 

. . . . . . . . 
1. Albert Schweitzer, Eenoirs of Childhood and Youth, 

p. 63 
2. Ibid. p. 31 
J. Ibid. p. 63 
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1 to find out the reason. Thus this feeling of ldnship 

between mother and son had its influence althouGh it 

is not easily analyzed. 
2 

However, the influence of his mother that vms most 

evident came through her father, Albert's maternal 

grandfather. Grandfather Schillinger gave the temper 

to the mother who passed it on to the son. 'l'his grand

father was also a minister of some repute in the Alsace 

area. He had an absorbin~ interest in organs and 

organ-building, was a good musician, and an enthusiast 

of the enlight1°1ent and the 18th Century. l\ioreover, b.e 

was a man of unusual freedon of thought and action: 

his closest friendship was with the village priest 

with v.rhom he shared his church building on Sundays 

and with whom he exchanged tasks within the parish.3 

Such an influence passed through the mother corn.es out 

very obviously in later life of Schvrni tzer: elements 

of rational thought, appreciation of music, and unusual 

fr>eedo:.11 of action, and an e c1.:unenical spirit in religion. 

2. Religious Background and Influences 

In relir;ious development two main catep;ories ar>e 

open to investigation, the non-rational and the rational. 

a. Hon-rational Experiences 

1. Ibid. p. 19 
2. H p • 79 
3 H ")'-• p. /) 
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Peculiar to religious experience is the sense of 

the mystical quality in life, the sense of experience 

that seems to come from no reasonable source such as 

can be traced by hu.r:1an thinking, although later the 

experience m~y easily be so traced by the logical mind. 

Two distinct experiences in the life of young 

Albert Schweitzer reveal the influence of this factor 

of religious experience: His experience with the 

devil, and his love for worship in the Gunsbach Clrurch. 

The recollection of seeing the devil in church at 

the ar;e of three or four years is one of Sch;vei tzer' s 

earliest. The cause for such a notion was an illusion 

created by a mirror above the organist. :Hhen Daddy 

Iltis, the organist, moved about the strange apparition 

in the mirror moved also, and disappeared vvhenever his 

father arose to preach. Albert would say to himself, 

nThis is the devil that is looking down into the church 

but as soon as father begins with God 1 s Word, he has 

J.. 'e 1· el-"' scarce.Ill 1.,0 ma.;:;: 1.1ms .L In later life Schvrni tzer 

vvrote that this vireekly dose of visible theology gave 

quite a distinctive tone to his childhood piety. 

It was partly due to a unique arrangement of 

churches in Alsace that Albert learned to love the 

rrnrship services on Sundays. For centuries the 

Catholic and Lutheran congregations had used the same 

. . . . . . . . . . 

1. Ibid. p. 9 
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building for their respective worship periods, each 

worshipping at a different tim.e of' the day. As a con

sequence of this, the Gunsbach Church had a chancel, 

gilt statues, candlesticks, a gold-colored altar, and 

other attachments peculiar to Catholic Churches. These 

surroundings seemed "11agnif'icent to Albert and increased 

his 11devotional drean1srr as he sat through a service.1 

1I1hat worship had a great sense of reality and meaning 

to the boy is evident :trom the fact that he hated to 

see Sunday go by. Somehow the sole11mi ty an~; awe of 

the occasion evoked reverence that in turn was fasci-

nating to the feelings and S6nses. 

b. hational Experiences 

Just as iDJ..POl'tant to religious experience as the 

non-rational is the rational, that part of experience 

which responds to the non-rational and verbalizes it, 

creating a system of thought around it. 

Early rational tsndencies in respect to religion 

are shown in Albert's questions ·which he put to his 

fati.1er and others. Be,fore he had reached school age 

Albert showed curiosity abou.t the flood which occurred 

a't Noah's time. Having observed the co.mparative size 

of the rain drops that fell in .Alsace, he questioned 

how a rain of :t'orty days could po;:;sibly have covered 

. . . . . . . . 
1. Ibid. p. 9 



24 

the earth as the Bible says. His father 1 s simple explan

ation that the rain drops then were the size of buckets 

seemed to convince him beyond doubt. 1 

Later, at eight years of age he :Jesan to vronder 

about higher-criticism in the He1iv Testament. It was 

inconceivable that I:Iary and Joseph should be poor after 

the gifts of gold and other valuables given by the wise 

men. Ee also wondered why the wise men did not interest 

themselves in Jesus after the manger scene. Another 

source of puzzlement was that the shepherds did not 

later become disciples of Jesus. 2 That these questions 

did not find an answer in the mind of Schweitzer until 

later is significant of the persistency of this ten

dency toward rationalism. 

Schweitzer 1 s experience in becoming confirmed 

reveals even more significantly his bent toward ration

alism. He had been sent to a kindly old pastor, Pastor 

\'/ennagel, for instruction lJrior to confirmation. Albert 

felt hampered by the restrictions of the old pastor who 

allowed no questions to be asked by the pupil and hence 

prevented the free interchange of thought. The pastor's 

stand that in submission to faith all reasoning must be 

silenced brought out a secret disagreement in Albert's 

mind; later, when the old man questioned him about his 

1. Ibid p. 23 
2. 11 p. 23 

. . . . . . . . . . 
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irnrvard life, Albert was reticent and refused to disclose 

his inward life and feelings. As a consequence, the 

old pastor misUJ.~derstood his attitude and reported to 

the parents that the boy was not responding properly to 

religious instruction. On the contrary, Schweitzer 

relates later that the confirmation experience had 

great significance for his devotional life although 

others did not realize it at the time.l 

The unique combination of church congregations 

meeting in the same building had the effect of teaching 

tolerance to Schweitzer. Gradually, as a result of 

being in such a set-up the church at Gunsbach became a 

symbol to show that the differences separating churches 

are things which will ultimately disappear. 2 

J. The Influences of Social Relationships 

Closely connected with religious experience is 

the experience one has with his fellows, for religion 

is expressed practically in human relationships. There 

is progress and grovvth in both these factors in the 

life of the individual. 

a. Early Relationships With People 

A characteristic of the early· childhood of Schweitzer 

was the power that the other people exerted over his 

life. The terror of Albert's childhood was in Jagle, 

1. Ibid 
2. lf 

5of' 
p. 661 -.1-" p. 

. . . . . . . . . . 
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the grave digger and sacristan who plagued the child 

about the prominent bu.rnps on his forehead. lvhenever 

the grave digger entered the home on some church errand, 

Albert would feel impelled to go to him and let the 

crude h1rrnorist feel his forehead and make remarks about 

the growth of the nhorns.;r The child was able to shake 

off the power of this strange person only after he 

finally consulted his father and learned that lfoses 

was the only one ever knovm to have had horns. It is 

interesting to note that after such a rational explan

ation, the grave digger lost his power over Albert for 

a time until he found other ways in which to plague.l 

This characteristic lack of self-assertiveness 

continued to be present in later childhood and shows 

in his relationships with playmates and schoolfellows. 

Schweitzer felt especially his rejection by the 

other boys because of his station in life as the min

ister's son. Ee was a ii sprig of the gentry. 11 

Schweitzer wrote, "The certainty of this caused me 

much suffering, for I wanted to be exactly like them, 

and not a bit better off.n2 Hence, his constant desire 

was to be like the boys about clothes and food. He 

refused to wear a good overcoat, had a bad scene with 

the sales0irls in buying a cap, insisted upon wearing 

fingerless gloves and wooden clogs during the week. 

1. Ibid. p. 11 
2. 11 p. 17 

. . . . . . . . . . 
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In spite of his attempts to become identified 

vd th his play:mates and schoolfellows, Schweitzer con

tinued to be one apart fro::n them in many ways. 

Fol" a time he suffered from uncontrollable fits 

of laughter v1hich his schoolmates took advantage of-

this in contrast to his natural reserve and shyness.
1 

Another time he was shocked at being betrayed in a 

confidence by a friend who in spiteful fury from a 

quarrel quoted a cruel remark made by Schweitzer con

cerning a teacher. 2 Young Albert 1 s seriousness and 

self-consciousness are shovm in~hat he did not recover 

from the shock for weeks. 

b. The Developrn.ent Into An Individual 

The incident that began to bring emancipation 

from this slavery to otherst opinions and desires 

occurred at the aee of 7 or 8 years. Another boy in

vited Albert to shoot birds with him. In meek outward 

c'.ompliance but inward dr>ead at killing innocent bi1"'ds, 

Albert accompanied the playmate on his hunting trip. 

As they w·ere taking ai:m at a bird perched on a lil,1b 

of a tree, the church bells be 0 an to ring. Albert, 

suddenly realizinc:; in a new way the meaning of the 

crnmnandrient l!Thou shalt not kill," made motions that 

scared the bird fron his perch and fled from the scene, 

1. Ibid 
2. fl 

p. 33 
p. 20f 

. . . . . . . . . . 
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away from the taunts of his playmate. 

From that time on Schweitzer tried to emancipate 

himself from fear of other people 1 s opinions whenever 

inner convictions were at stake. 1 After this he also 

tried to unlearn his former dread of being laughed at 

by schoolfellows. 

c. Adult Individuality 

That Schweitzer had been able to achieve a remark-

able degree of freedom and independence from·other 

people 1 s opinions and ideas is indicated by the many 

testimonies of those who know him now as an adult. 

His insistence upon not heedlessly inju~ing or destroy

ing plant and ani:mal life is familiar to all who know 

of his life. The charming manner in which he insists 

upon conversing with each of his friends as they 

gather with him in a restaurant is one of the many 

instances of his independent action. ?lhile the others 

eat a:round the table, and though he is hungry and tired 

from work, he makes the rounds, stoppinp:: to speak for 

a moment vd th each one who has honored him by seeking 

for his company that evening. 2 

4. Educational Influences 

a. Early Experiences in Learning 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Ibid. p. 11_1 
2. George Seaver, Albert Scll.weitzer, The Ean and Eis 

LT.ind, p. 1J+o 
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The influence of his parents and the home must 

have instilled a great respect for education in the 

mind oi' Schweitzer as a child. Barly in school he 

showed a fascination for the school inspector, 

Steinert, because he had written a book, the readers 

which he and his classmates were reading from at the 

time. In his mind he classed this reader as slightly 

below the Bible in its authority and meaning. 1 

Young Albert was entered in the village school 

rather than sent a.way to a more e:x::lusi ve school as his 

class of European society were wont to do. 'l111is was 

an important aspect of his education, for he thus 

learned to respect others of the col11!;1on class who had 

abilities which he did not have.2 

As for his own abilities, he found it difficult 

to learn to read and write; and later it cost him a 

great effort to master mathematics and the classics.3 

The climax of :failure ci:>...'11,e when he was at the 

Gy:mnasiu.rn at LTulhausen. The principal called his 

father in for consultation about Albert's poor grades, 

advising the :father to with.draw the boy. It v,ras soon 

after this crisis that a neri.r form master came and in

spired Schweitzer to strive harder. 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Ibid. p. 15 J\Iemoirs of Child..1·10od and Youth 
2. n p. 32 
J. George Seaver, A. S. The Man and His Mind, p. 5 
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b. The Rise of New Interest in Learning 

The forn1-master who entered the school at this 

opportune ti.me was a .nian by name of -\!ehman. It was 

this man's self-disciplined activity that affected 

Albert and caused him to be ashamed if he did not do 

well in his studies. 

11That a deep sense of duty, 11:i.anif es ted in 
even the smallest II1atters, is the great edu
cative iniluence, and that it accomplishes what 
no exhortations and no _punishments can, has 
thanks to hiJ.n, beco.me vdth ,11e a firm conviction, 
a conviction the truth of which I have ever 
tried to prove in practice ind in all that I 
have to do as an educator. 11 

HiEJtory and science took the strongest hold on hi.m 

in his youth. Vihile science held great interest for 

him, he still disliked the confidence witi1 which 

science texts explained everything in the natural 

world. It hurt hi.m to think that the mysterious char

acter of Nature is. never acknowledged but that the 

mere descriptions of it are accepted as all that could 

be ltnown of nature in order to get a co1nplete picture. 

It beca1,1e clear to hi.m that vvhat is labeled Force or 

Life is in its essential nature forever inexplicable. 2 

The study of history also brought a revolt in 

the heart of the youth when he gradually x·ealized 

that the past can never rsally be understood. All 

• • • • • • • • 

1. foe.cJDirs p.54 
2. Ibid. p. 70 
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that histol"'ians can do is more and more produce more 

or less descriptions of the past. 1 

Not only was the rational spirit shown to be 

struggling in Schvirei tzer in the specii'ic fields of 

history and science, but it rrns also shown during this 

period in his arglUnentativeness, a characteristic of 

his age from 14 to 16. Durin~ this period he would 

talk l{nowingly and in an argumentative r;1anner on any 

subject that happened to come up, seeking to expose 

the conventional views and get the correct view l"'ecog

nized and appreciated. 2 

That the main point of contact with reality for 

Schweitzer' was through thought became evident in this 

youthful period when he arrived at the conviction 

that human progress could only come by reasoned thought 

replacing opinion and absence of thought. 

c. Experiences in Eigher Education 

'l'he insights Schweitzer received in the University 

and in his later thinking are e:cplications and expan

sions of the ideas conceived in his youth. For in

stance, in his pivotal work, The Ques~ For the 

Historical Jesus, the earlier conception of history as 

merely a description that does not really approach 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Ibid. p. 72 
2. Albert Schweitzer, Out of Hy Life and Thought, p. 67-70 



32 

reality is maintained, for that is the basis on which 

he forms his ideas of Jesus: Jesus was a product of 

his own age and the only value he has for today is in 

his ethical teaching, particularly the ethic of love. 1 

In the major field of philosophy this conception 

of history is assumed, indicated oy Schweitzer's 

efforts at elemental thinking, i. e., thinking that is 

chiefly concerned with things as they are now. 

"Elemental thinking is that which starts from 
the fundamental questions about the relations 
of man to the universe, about the meaning of 
life, and about the nature of goodness. It 
stands in the most im.1'11.ediate connection with 
the thinking which impulse stirs in everyone. 
It enters

1 
i:ntt.~

2
that thinking, widening and 

deepening 

Nor did Schvrei tzer leave science for the study 

of theology and philosophy when he took up a :medical 

course. Following his great decision at thirty years, 

Schweitzer took the other subject of which he Yiras so 

fond, but his earlier ideas of the place of science 

also were maintained and strengthened at this time. 

nintoxicated as I was with the delight of 
dealing with realities which could be deter
mined with exactitude, I was far from any 
inclination to undervalue the Ihunani ties ••• 
1rhrough my study of chemistry, physics, 
zoology, botany, and physiology I be can1e 
more than ever conscious to vrhat an extent 
truth in thought is justified and necessary, 
side by side with the truth v.rhich is merely 
established by facts. n3 

1. Albert Schweitzer, Out of I5y Life and Thought, p.67-70 
2. Ibid p. 260 
3. n p. 127 
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Perhaps the acme of the educational experience 

came in the resolution arrived at: He resolved never 

to grow mature in the sense of letting reason be in 

sole domination in his life, but to retain the ideal

ism and capacity for enthusiasm of youth. For him 

the power of ideals is incalculable. Ideals are only 

thoughts, latent in a life until made effective by 

, · t 1 · -'- f" :i ,, 1· · 1 oeing arnn up invo sor.i.e re inec 11u1nan persona 1-i:;y. 

5. Ii!oral Background and Influences 

If any single factor• were to be chosen as a 

pivot for the :motivations upon Schweitzer's life, the 

ethical would be chosen. For it is around an ethical 

consciousness that everything else in his life seems 

to point, developing early in his child's mind, per

meating his relationships with people, and growing 

into a system of thought in maturity. 

The earliest instance of an ethical consciousness 

occurred at three or four years of age. A bee was fly

ing around the child and lighted upon his hand. This 

so frightened him that he cried, bringing other mem

bers of the household to the scene. This attention so 

pleased him that he continued crying after the fear 

had passed. Afterwards he had pangs o.f conscience over 

this deception for a long time. 2 

• • • • 0 • • • 

1. I\'Iemoirs p. 63 
2. Ibid. pp. lOf Uemo:i..rs of Childhood and Youth 



The episode of the boys plaguing a Jewish pedlar 

left a great impression on Schvrni tzer' s mind and q_uick

ened his ethical sense. This pedlar passed through 

town occasionally, pushing his cart and followed by a 

group of boys taunting him., among them young Albert. 

The pedlar see.med to bear no ill-will toward his tor

.me.:~tors but would s.mile in a good-natured and eJJ1bar

rassed manner. Finally, Schv,·eitzer became conscience

stricken over this-- 11This smile overpov;ered me 11l-- and 

he began to .make friendly gestures toward the pedlar 

·whenever he appeared in town. Rather than joining the 

boys in their jibes, he would v,/alk vdth the pedlar and 

attempt to identify himself with him although the ped

lar did not seem. to realize the significance of 

Albert's action. 

The greatest conflict that resulted from this 

early ethical sense was in Albert's attempts to identify 

hims elf ·with his s choolfellmns. Here he ca.me in to con

flict with his parents in his stubborn insistence upon 

dressing as the other boys in town. 

One occurence in particular had its effect in 

maldng Albert insistent. Albert had been wrestling in 

friendly fashion with another boy, and upon his putting 

the boy on the ground, the boy remarked that if he had 

• • • • • • • 

1. Ibid. pp. 16f 
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meat broth every day as Albert did, he would be strong 

too. This remark stirred Albert to the very heart. 

Thereafter, he did everything in his power to be like 

1 
the other boys and not a 11 sprig of the gentry. 11 

Not only did Schweitzer become aware of his moral 

relationship to people early in life, but he also 

showed a growing sense of reverence for animals. When 

saying his prD .. yers at night he would secretly add a 
2 

prayer for all the animals and living things. Many 

examples are given to show this early and growing 

sense of pity for animals. He was once commissioned 

to guard the dog, Phylax, to lrnep him from bi ting the 

postman. Albert would hold a 1Nhip in his hand and keep 

the dog in place much as he imagined an animal trainer 

would do.3 But such lordly treatment of the dog 

troubled him later. 

Another time, young Schweitzer drove an old ash

matic horse fast in a fit of childish desire for speed 

and adventure. Later, seeing the horse panting and 

tired from the race, he was overwhelmed vvi th grief to 

realize that he had thus forced the horse to run. L~ 

Schweitzer remarks that this feelin0 of pity has 

grown on him. Be is convinced that others feel the 

1. Ibid. 
2. 11 

3. 
4. 

!I 

ll 

pp. 18ff 
p. 40 
p. ~-2 
p. L~2 

. . . . . . . . . . 
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same way inwardly but are afraid of aclmowledging it 

out of fear of ridicule. 1 

Two insights in the life of Scbweitzer grew out 

of this sense of reverence for life. The first one 

came at the bir•d-shooting episode when a nevr meaning 

of the commanclment not to kill came into his heart. 

The effect of this new inward sense gave an e:z,.b.ilar-

a tion whenever it ~vas acted upon, for Schvrni tzer there

after sought to act upon those inward impulses. 

The second great experience also is characterized 

by a fresh insight into ethical meanings. It was the 

question of his right to take for granted his own 

happiness while so many people around hin were facing 

difficulties and miseries. 

"While at the University and enjoying the hap
piness of beinc able to study and even to pro
duce some results in science and art, I could 
not help thinl-dng continually of others who 
were denied that happiness by their material 
circumstances or their health. Then one bril
liant summer morning at Gunsbach during the 
Whilsuntide holidays--it was in 1896--there 
came to me, as I awoke, the thought that I 
must not accept this happiness as a matter of 
course, but must give something in return for 
it.112 

The result of this reflection was that Schweitzer 

determined to live until thirty years of age in the 

interest of science and. learning, then to give his 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Ibid. p. ~-4 
2. Albert Schweitzer, Out of L:y Life and Thought, 

pp. 102f 
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services for some direct cause of hwnanity. 

6. Direct and Specific Influences 

In partial SWilr"u.8.ry are the following specific 

influences that caused Schweitzer to choose medical 

work in Congo Africa under the Paris Missionary Society. 

a. The Father's :i:!Iissionary Services 

Schweitzer attributes his interest in missions to 

the missionary services held the first Sunday afternoon 

of each lUOnth at Gunsba.ch. 1 The memoirs of Mr. Oasalis, 

a aissionary to the Bas utos of South Africa, especially 

influenced him beceuse this missionary seemed to pos

sess a like spirit of rationalism. 

b. The Statue at Colmar 

In nearby Colmar Bartholdi's statue of Adrdral 

Bruat .made a great impression upon Schweitzer; the 

stone figure of a negro vdth its expression of thought

ful sadness could not be forgotten. It besyoke to him 

of the misery of the Dark Continent.
2 

c. The Two Great Experiences of Childhood and Youth 

,Schweitzer ts decision to beCO[Jle a ruis sionary in 

Africa did not come at a mere moment's reflection. He 

speaks of the ideas of 19 vvhich were qeginning to work 

in him and to which he would someday have to submit. 3 

• • • • • • • • 

1 • lvie1iio ir s , p • 6 3 
2. Ibid, p. 63 
3. Ibid. p. 83 
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These ideas began first with the boyhood experience 

in shooting the bird--when the sudden realization of 

the sacredness of life cai"11e upon him. 1 

The second great experience was over the question 

of the right to take his own happiness for granted. 

"These two e:x.periences slmvly melted into one another, 

and thence, ca:m.e definiteness to my interpretation of 

life as a whole, and a decision as to the future of 

my own life in particular. 112 Gradually there grew up 

an understanding of the saying of Jesus that we must 

not treat our lives as being for ourselves alone. 

While he often had the feeling that he ought not to 

take his own happiness for granted, this feeling would 

leave him occasionally and he would think that he was 

free from it. But it always returned and grevr until 

it filled his whole thinking. 

Finally, the culmination of these two experiences 

resulted in the decision at 21 that he would give him

self to science and art until 30, then to the service 

of hu.manity, the particular field of which would be 

determined in the course of time.3 

d. The Final Decision Day 

1. Ibid. p. L~o 
2. Memoirs, p. Bl 
3 • Ibid • p • 8 3 



39 

In the years ir:m1ediately following his decision 

at 21 Schweitzer attempted to follow this impulse to 

work for humanity by first offering help to an orph-

anage. Eis offer was refused. rrhen he worked for 

a time with tramps and discharged prisoners in com-

pany vd th Rev. Augustus Ernst at S. Thomas 1 • Time 

was spent in this work investigating the claims of 

people vrho came for help. Another endeavor consisted 

in visi tin2: poor farnilies, helping them in their 

needs, and collecting money for this cause periodi

cally. 

Finally he became convinced of the necessity of 

the help of a nu.mber of individuals who could work 

together in the type of social work having to do 

with poor families, tramps, and discharged prisoners. 

In some cases work could only be accomplished in con-

nection with some organization. 11 But what I wanted 

was an absolutely pex•sonal and independent activity. ul 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Life and Thought, pp. 103ff. 

How much this decision depended upon Schvrni tzer 1 s 
dislike of organization and how much depended 
upon his seeming inability to cope with complex 
social situations of a modern nature is impossible 
to say. Surely social vrnrk, in its effort to get 
at the Poot ~oblems of hmnan natur•e, can be as 
intriguins a life task as the one chosen by 
Schweitzer. Then again, social work as a science 
was not developed then as now. 
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On the morning of October 3, 190L~, Schweitzer 

casually picked up a magazine left by a friend, a 

monthly magazine of the Paris ~issionary Society. 

Eis eyes fell upon an article by .Alfred Boegner, the 

president of the society vvho vrns r.iaking a desperate 

plea for workers in Gaboon. The conclusion was: 

11 Een and women who can reply sinply to the I:faster' s 

call, "Lord, I am coming", those are the people 

vvhom the Church needs. ii Schweitzer wrote later: 

11 The article finished, I quietly began my work. My 

search was over.n 1 

Schweitzer chose medical vrnrk because the great 

needs as expressed so often in other society maga

zines was for doctors. Then too he could work with-

out -words. 

11 I vranted to be a doctor that I might be able 
to work without having to talk ••• But this new 
form of activity I could not represent to my
self as being talking about the religion of 
love, but only as an actual putting it into 
practice. L:edical knowledge made it pos
sible for me to car,ry out r.iy intention in the 
best and most complete vray,., Y:rherever the path 
of service might lead ne.n~ 

7. ~3ur:J1:1ary. 

It has bean observed that there was a continual 

s truggL:l. be tween religious and ra tiona1 ~:'ore es in. the 

1. Ibid. pp. 106ff 
2 • Ibid • D • 111.L 

~ . 
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childhood and youth of Albert Schweitzer. The home in

fluences contributed to this struggle by its combination 

of religious belief and rational thought in the pastor

father and the maternal grandfather. 

In the process of growth neither religion nor ration

alism gained complete control over ·the youth to the ex

clusion of the other. In a time of great religious 

significance young Albert insisted upon a place for 

rational thought. During his period of education when 

rational ·thought was demanding complete attention, young 

Albert insisted that thought has its limitations and that 

nature is essentially mysterious and unexplanable. 

The one single factor which reaches all areas in 

Schweitzer's life is his ethical consciousness, as mani

fested in pity and a sense of responsibility toward all 

life. Such a consciousness serves as a pivot for his 

thought, is increased and given greater meaning by religion, 

and brings liberation and independence in social relation

ships. Finally, his sense of moral responsibility, which made 

him indepena.ent of people but did not give him identity 

with them, led him to give up a dissatisfying task of 

working with people in an organization for a work that 

permits independent and personal activities in humanitarian 

tasks. 

C. Conception of Religion and Life. 
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1. The Philosophy of the \:forld and IIan 

a. The Primacy of Ethical Thou6ht 

In lrneping with earlier convictions Schweitzer 

maintains a deep respect for rational thought and 

particularly for that of tb.e 18th Century. While 

he does not place it above religion as such, reli

gion without it is something less than religion. 

11 Christianity cannot take the place of thinking, 

but it must be founded on it. 11 Christianity 11 
••• can 

only attain to real spiritual power when men find 

the road from thought to religion no longer barred ••• 

I know that I :myself owe it to thinking that I was 

able to retain my faith in religion and Christianity.nl 

Lloreover, thinking must have ethical content if 

it is to find an answer to man 1 s problems. llodern 

philosophy and thinking fail because it has no main 

place for ethics in seeking to arrive at a religion 

through logical processes.
2 

Heal thinking must first 

realize the impossibility of explaining the universe; 

having arrived at that place, it turns to inner re

sourdes and finds ethics as an elemental basis for 

thought. Thus, ethics is to be tapped if it is to be 

found, for it is latent within the thought of man. 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Life and Thought p. 276 
2. 11 Relirrion in Eodern Civilizationrr Christian 

Centu~y, Nov. 28, 1934, p. 1530 



4-3 

Ethics basically is found in the universal 

·will-to-live felt by all living things. 1 Expanded 

into a fu1ther syste.n1 of thought it is found to be 

religious in character, according to Schweitzer: 

11It is good to ff1aintain life and further life; 
it is bad to damage and destroy life ••• Ethics 
is the maintaining of life at the higl1.est 
point of development--my own life and other 
life--by devoting myself to it in help and 
love ••• And this ethic, profound, universal, 
has the significance of a religion. It is 
religion. ttL 

b. The rior ld and 1,;Ian' s Duty 

Schweitzer contends that the universe can never 

be com;,letely understood and thought must reconcile 

itself to that fact by seeking another basis.3 

That other basis is ethics, the elemental will-to-

live that is felt in living things. Since the acti

vities of God in nature are unesplainable, man cannot 

hope or believe that he is able to help that ~orld-

4-
0pi1°i t in planning for the progress of the world. 

Hence, J.nan can only hope to realize co1w:D.union with the 

1lorld-S_pirit by devoting himself to an activity that 

will bring hin into spiritual union with that Spirit, 

viz. by ethical activity. 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Life and Thought, pp. 186-190 
2. HReligion in Modern Civilization, 11 10th Century, 

Nov. 28-34, Albert 3chweitzer 
3. Ibid. P. 1520 
4. Albert-Schv;eitzer, Indian Thowd1t and Its Develop

ment, p. 259 
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nAction directed towards the world is only 
possible for man insofar as he strives for 
maintenance and furtherance at its highest 
level of all life and that comes within 
his range. In this becomine;-one with all 
life he realizes the active becoming-one 
with the Primal Source of Being to which 
this life belongs. 11 1 --

Civilization is therefore essentially ethical2 

and is measured by the degree of power which its 

ethics exerts, not by its scientific, artistic and 

material treasures. The ethical spirit by being in 

pmver causes a type of progress to be in effect 

which results in both :material and spiritual bene

fits.3 In keeping with this thought, the essential 

is considered to be the ethical or moral. Therefore, 

it is the spiritual which gives birth to everything 

and institutions not arising from that spirit are of 

little real importance. In the final analysis, it 

is the irnvardly changed man who must change the 

world. 

"The only conceivable way therefore of recon
structing our old world is that under the old 
conditions we should become new men with a 
new spirit, and then, with a new attitude of 
thought, that we should so smooth out the 
differences in and between nations as to render 
really civilized conditions once more possible.n4 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Indian Thought and Its Development, Ibid., p. 262 
2. Hori:g 11 To the Rescue of Ci vili za tionrr --Inter Revievv 

of,.fissions, Jan., 1925, p. 50 
J. John Regeste~ Albert Sclweitzer, p. 118 
4. Lillian Hussell, Path To Reconstruction, p. 27 
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2. The Place and Significance of Religion 

In discoverine:; Schweitzer's views of religion 

his philosophy ca_nnot be avoided, for the two are quite 

• 1 1 . b. . d 1 inseparao e in ~s min. Hence, his more wide views 

of religion have been considered. Of particular value 

are his views of Christianity. 

a. His Vie,;r of Christ 

Schwei tzer 1 s earlier conviction a~Jout history 

had been that it could never be fully recotistructed 

in thought and therefore could never have any real 

effect upon the reader. 2 On this premise he forsook 

church dogmas on the person and nature of Jesus, 

and began a new study of his life. The suJnmary of 

his conviction was that Jesus was a product of his 

age in thinking, that what appeals in him is his 

ethical character, not his historical figure. nrn 

dogma Eis personality becar.1e less alive; recent 

1 1 'b d- • • ~ , 1· tt1· "' n· ll3 researc1.1 11as een mo _ernizing anct oe i in'-" ""im. 

Therefore the authority of Jesus rests upon an eth

ical appeal1t 1.Ien can know Jesus, not as a historical 

figure but as will acting on will, only by surrender

ing to him.~-

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Albert Schvrei tzer, Christiani tv and the Reli~ions 

of the %'orld, p. 90 
2. I'.Temoirs of Childhood 
3 Life and Thow:ht, p. 
/_~: Life and Thou.~ht, P. 

and Youth, p. 79 
70 
71 



11 As one 1mknov1n and naJ:ne less He comes to us, 
just as on the shore of the lake Ee approached 
those men who knew not vrho He was ••• Ee commands. 
And to those who obey, be they Yrise or simple, 
He will reveal Himself through all that they 
are privileged to experience in His fellowship 
of peace and activity of struggle and suffer
ing, till they cone to lmow, as an inexpres
sible secret, :.~n-10 Ee is ••• 11 

b. The Significance of Christianity for Schweitzer 

Since the I'eal force of Jesus rests upon his 

personality and ethical activity, ChPistianity must 

spiritualize itself in order to fulfill its destined 

pur:oose. 1 And it is this ethical eler.1ent v1hich 

makes Christianity unique among religions of the 

world. 2 

In this way Schweitzer finds a pivotal center 

for joining thought with religion, a necessity for 

him since thought had become primary in his life •. 

That center or com..rnon bond betvrnen thought and reli

gion was in ethics, the will-to-live (reverence for 

life in philosophy)and the obedience in service to 

the ethical Jesus in religion. 

The key to Schvvei tzer 1 s larger religious view 

is thus found in this common bond of ethics. Ethics 

and Christianity have a meeting place in thought. 

3ut civilization is essentially ethical. Therefore, 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Ibid. p. 279 
2. Christianity and Heligions, p. 91 
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since relirr.ion and civilization have a cornnon boncl. 
'-· 

also in ethics, the practical and immediate goal of 

religion would be that which is envisioned as civi

lization. 

Hence Schweitzer's concept of religion is 

limited largely to the present world-view. The 

duties impelled under the auspices of religion are 

meant to meet irn.mediate needs of men in the world, 

whether these needs are physical distresses or spiri

tual darkness. ',!'Jhile Schweitzer sees no inkling as 

to cosmic purpose he has made people more aware of 

nearby values. 

11 Inabili ty to find a God who plans ancl orcan
izes has rendered him more responsive to a God 
who inspires and indwells ••• He can teach us that 
all our conduct should be an acted p1"ayer. "1 

D. Schvrni tzer' s Philosophy of I'.Iissions 

As a natural outgrov1th of his relic;ious and 

philosophical thought is Schweitzer> 1 s larger view of 

missions, a view that is not restricted to denomin

ations or nationalities in the expression of the mis

sionary spirit, nor to a specifically relisious 

impulse as such. rrrt was., and is still, my conviction 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Hogg 11 The Bthical Teaching of Albert Schweitzer 11 

International Review of I·,=is sions, April, 1925 
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that the hu.mani tai-'ian work to be done in the world 

should, for its accomplishment, call upon us as men, 

not as me~Jers of any particular nation or religious 

body. n
1 11 

••• if rve are to follow· the saying of Jesus: 

'He that is not against us is on your part', a mis-

_sionary society would be in the wrong if it rejected 

even a l\Tahornrnedan who offered his services for the 

treatment of their suffering natives. 11 2 

For Schweitzer, the cause of missions is a 

closely lmi t system in which humanitarian fac·tors 

have an integral place alongside of religious factors, 

and indeed the two complement each other. 

1. Colonialism 

Because of the impact of 1:1odern civilization 

upon baclrnard peoples, causing disruption in their 

lives economically and morally, white people have an 

obligation toward the native. Emvever, they have no 

risht to ir:1pose a rule for mere mateI'ial advantage, 

but only if they desire to educate them and help them 

attain to a condition of well-being, able to meet the 

exacting conditions of modern life.3 Nor is the rule 

of the colony for mere benefice to them; it is for 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Schvrni tzer, On the l·Ddp:e of the Prineval ~?ore st, p. 2 
2. 11 Life and-Thought, p. 138 
J. George Seaver, A.S. Man and Mind, Appendix I, p. 317 
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atonement for the misery brought on by whites, accord

ing to Schweitzer. 

!! ••• whatever benefit we confer upon the peoples 
of our colonies is not beneficence, but atone
ment for the terrible sufferings which we white 
people have been bringing upon them ever since 
the day on which the first of our ships found 
its way to their shores. 11 1 

The chief duty of the white nation toward the 

colony is to make it possible for the natives to have 

the same hur:1an rights which people have in every mod

ern civilization. These fundamental ric;hts are: 

the right to habitation, the right to move freely, 

the right to soil and the use of it, the right to 

freedom of labor and exchange, the right to justice, 

the right to live within a natural national organi

zation, and the right to education. 2 The only way 

in which to insure rights is to develop a new stable 

social organization. This is done mainly through 

education. 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Ibid. p. 327 

In the light of' the impact of civilization upon 
the natives in forcing them to give up slavery 
within the tribes and among the tribes, in bring
ing the medicine man into disrepute, in better
ing their living conditions to some desree, it 
is difficult to understand the term i!atonementll 
as used by S chvrni tzer. For in viewin0 the total 
picture the v1hi te man has at least bettered physi
cal conditions, albeit, not perfected them. 

2. Ibid. p. 319 
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I.'leanwhile during the long process of educating 

the native people, a benevolent and vlise rule must 

be maintained by the mother country, a rule which 

often results inevitably in a temporary revocation 

of these richts. Such a rule must not be the same 

type as holds for civilized countries but must be 

flexible and able to meet the peculiar situations of 

the native mind and manner. 

Such a case in point is in the administration of 

law and order. Primitive tribal justice should be 

used, not western court justice. Tribal justice 

requires a face-to-face encounter of disputants 

shortly after the difficulty has arisen and the 

authority of the native chief. The colonial judge 

or aruninistrator would travel to the scene of the 

dispute, review the case in the presence of the 

parties, and then would pass judgment in cooperation 

with the authority of the chief. 1 

In general therefore, colonial policy should be 

that of a rule by a big brother over a little brother. 2 

The native should be disturbed as little as possible 

from his familiar environ:m.ent, and then only under 

ut:r1ost necessity with due understanding given to the 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Ibid. p. 324 
2. Magnus Ratter, A.S., p. 85 
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native as to the reason. Thus, the primary factor 

in colonialism is reverence and respect for the native 

person, reverence that motivates the morally respons

ible country to help the colony in the first place, 

and at the srune determines its manner of rule. 

2. Education 

The primary purpose of education for the native 

is to make him a civilized character by taking him 

through the processes that other civilized nations 

have gone through in arriving at a civilized state. 

Such a process is fundamentally that of agriculture 

and handicraft, two essentials upon which is based 

1 the independence and ::i;rowth of a people. Such an 

independence would enable the colony and native to 

compete equally with other civilized nations in the 

world of commerce and interchange. 

The central problem of education is how to make 

a era.ft loved and practiced among a native people. 2 

The tendency of schools today has been to teach the 

native reading, writing, and other intellectual 

processes which have a disastrous effect in the atti

tudes of the newly-educated native. 

11 From schools which are mere copies of those 
of Europe they are turned out as educated 
persons, that is, who think themselves 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Joy and Arnold, 1I'he Africa of 1\.S., n.p. 
2. Seaver, A • .S. Lan and I<ind, 32~f pp. .., 



52 

superior to rn.anual vJOrk, and ·want to follovt 
only coii1r,1ercial or intellectual callings. 
All thoss who are un&ble to secure acceptable 
e.ci_ploymen t in the offices of the bu3iness 
houses or of the Gover£"l8nt sit about as 
idlers and. grumblers. tt 

Thus, intellectual learning should be accom

panied by the acq_uis i tion of every r11ru1ual skill. 

The native s.i.1ould be taught; how to burn bricks, 

build, saw lo6s, use a h&.c.1.rn.er, and do geaeral car

pentry. A single native st1ould not be taught in 

intellectual 111atters too far beyond his coim:uunity 

so as to cause classes and types, but the whole 

comm.unity must advance together through the learning 

of ba!:liC n::.rnue.l skills. By going through the basic 

processes of agriculture and handicraft, the native 

will have acquired the necessary qualities of char

ac·t;er f'or coping VJith the modern vwrld: serious

ness, faithfulness, sense of res_ponsibility, honssty, 

trus tvwrthiness, love of v1ork, devotion to the call-

ing in vvhich he is placed, en:terprise, _p:cudence in 

the .managen1en t of .his .:,iater·ial YJelf are, and indepen-
2 

dence. 

Parallel to a.:.1d often in conj unction with indus

trial education are the the other educational tasks of 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Ibid • .P• 325 
2. Joy and Arnold, n.p. 
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teaching the native true universalism, the nature of 

superstitions, and basic moral traits. These are 

the tasks of the missionaries in particular. 11 'rhe 

first and decisive emancipation in the thinkinf; of 

the native would be to convert him to the idea of 

neighborliness and to get him to show it in his 

relations to strangers.nl Only by such a sense of 

co:mmon htnnani ty will the native ever becor1e fit to 

rule himself independently in the future. Supersti-

tions must have their roots torn up. Such practices 

as the ordeal, fetishes, the power of the witch

doctor keep the native in a primitive environment, 

impelled by forces that are without reason and hence 

unci vilizecl2 

J. Medicine 

The necessity for taking medical help to natives 

lies not merely on the grounds that it is good busi

ness to keep healthy natives in the colony, but out 

of pity and regard for deprived. peoples who are suf

fering greater diseased than we are. 'l'he whites owe 

atonement to the natives in this respect because of 

the many modern diseases they have spread in the course 

of commercial interchange. nrf there is any ethical 

. . . . . . . . . . 

1. Joy and Arnold n.p. 
2. Ibid. 
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thinking at all a:mong us, how can vve refuse to let 

these new discoveries benefit those who, in distant 

lands, are subject to even gI'eater IJhysical distress 

than vrn are? n l 

But not only is the govern.111ent to be expected to 

send medical men to the colonies, others must go who 

are co:m:missioned by society as such. 

"Whoever among us has through personal experi
ence learned what pain and anxiety are must 
help to ensure that those, who out there are 
in bodily need, obtain the help which came to 
him. Be belongs no more to himself alone; he 
has become the brother of all who suffer. On 
the 1 Brotherhood of those who bear the mark 
of pain' lies the duty of medical work~ work 
for humanity's sake, in the colonies.n 

It was in response to this elementary truth that 

Schweitzer founded the hospital in Lambarene. 

L~. Religion 

The place and worth of formal religion is not 

belittled in Schweitzer's mind. He has sreat respect 

for its ability to transform the blir:;hted character 

of the African native, to bring out the qualities in 

his life that will befit him properly for civilization. 

One of Schweitzer's first observations upon reaching 

the interior o.f Africa was the contrast between the 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. George Seaver, Nan and Mind, p. 327 
2. Ibid. p. 327 
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negroes educated under r:1issionary influence and the 

neGroes working in seaports. 

11 Nhat a contrast between these clean and 
decently clothed people and the blacks that 
we ha_d seen in the seaports ••• Even the faces 
are not the sa.rne. 'I'hese had a free and yet 
:modest look in them that cleared fron my 
nind the hauntin,c\ vision of sullen and un
willinc subjecti;;n, mixed with insolence ••• 11 1 

The nature of the religious task is such that 

it must 1:vherever possible precede into the interior 

the -vrhi te man's trade and the problems that such con

tact bring to the native. By this means, the prim

ary asset and characteristic of true civilization is 

planted among the natives, viz. hu...man and Christian 

' t 2 cnarac ers. 

As to the capacity of the native to understand 

and assimilate Christianity Schweitzer is very 

emphatic. .J11ile he has no preparation of mind for 

understanding historical or doctrinal factors in 

Christianity, the native has preat natural capacity 

for taking in the elements of relision. 

uchristianity is for him the light that shines 
amid the darl{ness of his fears; it assures him 
that he is not in the power of nature-spirits, 
ancestral spirits, or fetishes, and that no 
human beinp; has any sinister :power over another, 
since the will of God really controls everything 
that soes on in the world."J 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Schweitzer, On the Bdge of the Primeval Forest, p.lL~ 
2. Ibid. p. 112 
J. Ibid. p. 10L1-
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But not only does the redemption of Jesus bring 

emancipation from fear for the native, it also assures 

him or a correct view of the world. The more the 

na-tive learns of the moral teachings of Jesus the 

more he finds his inward life agreeing with a view 

of goodness which he hitherto had only a dim sus

picion. A sort of moral renaissance results. 

"Thus redemption through Jesus is experienced 
by him as a two-fold liberation; his view of 
the world purged of the previously dominant 
element of fear, and it becomes ethical 
instead of unethica1.nl 

E. Summary 

The (lu,e.stion of this chapter was: What forces caused 

Schweitzer to become a missionary doctor and in what sense 

is he a missionary? 

The outatanding single motivation for service was found 

to be that of an ethical consciousness, a consciousness, 

however, that had been fostered by religious forces and 

thinking, and that found its specific form of expression 

as a result of rationalistic and idealistic forces. 

Schweitzer's religious ideas are a product of his 

childhood and youthful experiences, based on thought. 

Ethics is the one elemental basis for thought, elemental 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Schweitzer, On Edge of the Primeval Forest, p. 104. 
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because it is comm.on in all men. Moreover, this ethic is 

essentially religion. Man cannot change the world by his 

own intervention but only by being a different person him

self -- by ethical activity he enters into communion with 

God. Only such inwardly changed men change the world. 

The chief authority and value of Jesus is in His 

Spirit, that Spirit which is essentially the ethical 

Spirit that speaks to all ages. Man can know Jesus only 

by obeying his ethical demands. The tie-up of ethics, 

civilization, and religion indicates that Schweitzer's 

concept of religion is limited l_argely to a present-world 

view, and its exercise must be to meet the immediate needs 

of men today whether physical or spiritual. 

Schweitzer's philosophy of missions, in keeping with 

his philosophical and religious thought, has wide scope 

and significance in not being limited to religious efforts 

but includ.ing humanitarian. tasks.~ ,~.Suoh~,tasks~,cas. oolo.nial 

government, education, medical aid, as well as religion 

are considered to be under one system of thought and 

philosophy. 

The responsibility of colonial government towards the 

native is to civilize him through education. During the 

process of education a benevolent rule must be maintained 

which adapts itself to the customs of the native. Educa

tion has for its task the ·civilizing of the native by 
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taking him. through elemental proc.esses which lead to a 

civilized state, viz. processes of handicraft and agri

culture. Along with industrial education is the necessity 

for teaching universalism, the nature of superstitions, 

and basic moral traits. Only as these lessons are learned 

can a true state of civilization be attained. 

Medical aid should be offered to native peoples out 

of a sense of pity and responsibility for their suffer

ings. Therefore, such aid should be offered by society 

in addition to that which is given by the government. 

As for the religious task that is at hand, the miss

ionary must precede the trader into the interior and 

convert the natives inwardly before the demands for out

ward conversions to the modern ways of life take all the 

attention. That the native has a capacity for Christian

ity shoul.C. give incentive to this particular task. For 

Christianity is the light which can bring deliverance 

from the darkness of superstitions and false beliefs. 

Thus humanitarian and religious workers have the joint 

task of making the native fit for civilized living. The 

humanitarian, by being motivated and actuated by ethical 

demands, works in the sphere of outer relations. The 

religious worker, by being motivated and actuated by the 

same ethical demands, works in the inner relations, viz. 

the spiritual and mental. Together they make a new people 
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who are able to carry on in the complicated modern world. 



CHAPTER III 

THE UNDERSTANDING MISSIONARY 



The Understanding missionary 

Chapter III 

A. Introduction 

In order to have more than superficial contact 

with native peoples and do worthy work among them, it 

is necessary to have knowledge of their customs and 

culture. An 1mders tanding of sociological aspects 

of native life, of the native mind, of the economic 

conditions of the co1Lntry enables one to identify 

himself with the native in his surroundings. By 

this identification the missionary can judge best 

the nature of his relationship with the native, the 

relationship that will be most fruitful in changing 

the native from a primitive into a civilized char

acter. horeover by this knowledge or identification 

the missionary can better understand in what ways he 

ought to seek to change the native. The manner of 

thus dealing with the native constitutes an important 

set of missionary principles and methods. 

B. The Understandins of Sociological Factors 

1. Tribal and Family Set-up 

For the missionary several problems arise from 

the environment of the native. The first is that of 

pa6 an influences that come to the native from living 

61 
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among his own people. The second is that of the prac

tice of polygamy in the family. The third is that of 

wife-purchase, a system that seems cruel and inhuman. 

Schweitzer believes that because of the importance 

of village and tribal life to the native he should be 

taken from it as little as possible. 1 For the native, 

the tribe and village represent the broadest con-

cepts of the universalism of man that he ever attains 

while in the primitive state. 2 The tribe acts as 

the moral authority and control in the life of the 

native. Away fror:1 his villaf;e and family he goes to 

the bad, both morally and physically, as instanced in 

the colonies of negr•o laborers who are contracted to 

work for a given period of time in some out-region 
') 

of the territory.~ 

The tradition of Christian rnissions in its a tti

tude toward the practice of polygamy demands that they 

be horrified at the practice and a~vocate its suppres

sion by the government. Schvrni tzer does not follow 

this traa.itional attitude in his view that polygamy 

1:rnst be temporaiily accepted because of existing econo

mic and social conditions. Until these conditions 

1. Eagnus C. Ratter, p. 84 
2. ~ore from the Primeval Forest, p. 129 
3. On the Edge of the Primeval Forest, p. 78 
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are changed the practice of polygaxrry r.mst be acce-oted 

as in keeping with the basic structure of native cul-

ture. 

For the followinr; reasons polygamy among natives 

has its good points: First, native society is not 

organized so as to permit an umnarried ;.voman to earn 

her own living; and if all women are to be married 

1 
theI'e :nmst be polygamy. Second, the p1°actice is 

beneficial in being a form of child-protection as 

well as widmv-protection. The 'Noman, upon giving 

birth to a child, spends the next three years feed-

ing and caring for him, a necessity in Congo Africa 

because of the impossibility of gettinr; milk from 

cattle. 3ut such solicitous and needful care of the 

child could not be allowed unless the man has another 

wife to make a home for him and care for his banana 

plot. If the man should die, the wife is cared for 

by the nearest :male relative whether he is already 

married or not. Third, the several wives of a man 

are able to share the duties and tasks of running the 

household and caring for the food needs, thus lighten-

ing the burden for all concerned. 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Seaver, p. 63 

Where Schweitzer advised a synodical meetin,v; of 
missionaries not to enforce r.ionoga..my. 
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"To agitate, therefore, against polyga.,'ny arnong 
primitive peoples, is to undermine the vvhole 
structure of their society. nave we the right 
to do this if we are not also in a position to 
give them a new social order which suits their 
own ci re wns tance s? n 1 

In fact, when nen 'oerin to live in permanent 

houses instead of barn.boo huts and to practice a 

steady occupation such as agriculture, polygamy 

tends to dis~ppear of its own accord, since it is 

no longer demanded by the circun1stances. Hence, 

polygamy is not prir:mrily a matter of morals al thoush 

missions should present monor:;amy as the ideal and as 

·what Christianity demands. 2 

The third problem Schweitzer considers rmch in 

the same manner as the others, i.e., wife-purchasing 

is an expression of native culture and custom, and 

therefore, not to be suppressed from mere external ob

servations of its workings. In principle, wife-pur

chasing is much the same as the dowry in European 

society: 

lf\Jhether the man, if the marriage comes off, 
pays money to the family or receives money 
.from it, is in principle the sarr1e thing; in 
either case there is a definite money trans
action w11ich has its Qrigin in the social 
views of the period. irj 

• • • • • 0 • • • • 

1. On the Edge of the Primeval Forest, p. 85 
2. Ibid. pp. 85-86 
J. Ibid p. ·- 86 
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That wi.fe-purchasing has a serious side .for the 

prospective husband is another .fact indicating that 

wi.fe-purchasing is an integral part of a social 

pattern and not merely a vicious manner o.f acquiring 

wives. From sixteen years of age on, the nefro 

seeks to earn money and save for a vrife. 'l'hough he 

worlrn and saves v1ell for three years, he still will 

not have enough to make more than a doYm pa;y1nent, in 

which case he buys and marries his wife upon an 

agreement to pay by installments, an ac;reenent that 

usually covers ten years or more of exacting payments. 

Durinf this period the husband often has difficulty 

:r:1aking the payments; and often the wife is stolen by 

the vrife I s f ar:1ily when payments are in arrears. The 

husband knows that when his wife mysteriously disap-

pears she is in the custody of her family and that 

it is his problem to borrow money from some friend in 

order to make up the back payment and brine her back 

to his fireside. 1 

In the light of this understanding of the struc

ture and customs of native society, Schweitzer's 

principle in meeting such problems is to accept the 

basic structure but attempt to refine it in accordance 

with enlightened views: 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Albert Schvrni tzer, From i'Iy African Notebook, 

10-n 50-0f 
..L J:- • ..L 
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11 My opinion is ••• that we should accept, but 
try to improve and refine, the rites and cus
toms which vve find in existence, and malrn no 
alterations 1.vhich are not absolutely neces
sary. Hl 

The attitude of the missionary toward wife-pur

chasing should not be one of seeking to suppress it 

but to accept it and educate the native into seeing 

that a girl must not be sold merely to the hig:hest 

bidder but to the one who can make her happy and 

whom she herself is inclined to take. Of course, 

if the young r;irl is being promised without giving 

her ovm consent, then prates t should be made as it 

should be made over abuses in any practice. 2 

A further principle is that secondary ethical 

maxims are of relatively minor importance when deal

ing with the natives and that often more harm than 

good is done by clingling too closely to our own 

forms and conventions, forcing the native to take 

our western culture into his own.3 

2. Na ti ve Law and L:orals 

To the cursory observer, the native has no 

apparent law or 6ode of conduct. But even the most 

primitive peoples conduct themselves according to 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. On the Edge of the Primeval Forest, p. 87 
2. Ibid. pp. 86-87 
J. Kraus, p. 57 Albert Schweitzer, His Work and 

Eis Philosophy 
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some pattern. In dealing with the natives and seek

ing to guide them into civilized ways it is necessary 

to have an understandin8 of this phase of primitive 

life. 

Schvrnitzer has observed that the native has a 

concept of law that occupies first place in his 

thoughts, and often demands much of his time in reach

ing legal settlements. In contrast to this sense of 

law is the absence of 1:1.oral responsibility toward 

people and property. 

The sense of the primacy of law in the natives' 

mind is observed in their reaction toward deaths. The 

native 1 s immediate concern is often not shown in 

expressing grief for the death of the loved one, but 

in determining who was responsible for the death in 

order to bring revenge. An early experience in the 

Lambarene hospital showed this side of native life. 

A native, upon his brother's approaching death, began 

to cast angry glances at the man whom he considered 

responsible for the brother's condition. After the 

brother had drawn his last breath, the living brother 

i:r.nnediately began to argue vd th the accused man, 

rather than show grief over the death. 

A little girl was brought belateillly to the hos

pital for treatment of an open sore on the leg. The 

doctor asked, ;r;Jhy didn't you come bef'ore'?H 'l'he girl 
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answered, nDoctor, we couldn't; there vms a palaver 

to finish."l The importance of legal settlements is 

also shown in their extended proceedings, alike in 

small matters as well as large, in the question of a 

stolen fowl or in fixing the responsibility for a 

death, and in the equal participating of all 1nembers 

of the concerned fai"l1ilies, both children and adults. 

Indeed, a further com:9lication of native law is the 

wide limits of responsibility. A vrhole fa__rnily are 

responsible for an individual's illegal acts and con

sequently are subject to the penalties. And the pen

alties are unusually severe, often out of proportion 

to the crime. 2 

In contrast to the extreme legalism of the native 

is the deep-lying absence of moral responsibility. 

In dealing with the native over this lack of respon

sibility, the missionary :r.1.us t be av.rare, not only of 

his concepts of lDw, but also of the weakness of the 

native, the places in which he is likely to yield to 

temptations. 

Lrnnber dealers particularly must bevrnre of the 

incredible ways of cheating tl1e necro is able to find. 

If cheap timber has not been sold deceptively as an 

0 • • • • • • • • • 

1.· A palaver means any sort of a quarrel which is 
brou~ht un for a le~al settlement. 

2. On the Edee of the i;ri::-n.eval ~<'orest, })l). Li-9-51 
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expensive kind, if in the course of delivering the 

timbor the good timber is not sold by the negro 

rafts:men and useless pieces substituted, if the na

tives do not run off, leaving t:he job of delivery 

incomplete after having received parti2.l payment, if 

the men do not sell the raft of timber at a profit of 

three or four times its oi-•iginal value and pocket the 

profits. If none of these things are done, the 

white lumberman is fortunate indeed, for such are 

the cornnon practices of negr•oes vvho are in the employ 

·of the white man. 1 

1rhe hospital has the problem of stealing and 

cheating by the natives as does every white eY"'qloyer. 

Everythin~ of any possible value or attraction to the 

native must be kept under lock. 'l'he cook must be 

given just the amount of ingredients neeied for 

cookinr; a meal; only a small &'11.ount or condiments are 

kept on hand at one time. 'I'he 3endjabis, menbers of 

a savat::e tribe who had had little contact with :mis

sionaries, were especially troublesome at one time. 

So little sense of property value did they have that 

they would even rob other hospital patients of their 

food. lTo portion of property a;)out the grounds 1.vas 

. . . . . . . . . . 

1. On the Edge of the Primeval Forest, 
( ( 

Pl). oo- 71 
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safe from ·t;heir hands, 1;d1sther it was palm.-nuts, good 

1 wnber, or f'ovds. lvioreover, as they rer:1ained and were 

becoming filore trained in regularity and order, o·thers 

replaced. them, necessit;ating a continuous teaching 

process. 

Schweitzer's fi1ethod of meeting the immediate 

situation is to carry e.round bW1che s of keys and to 

go through the bother of locking and unlocking doors 

and cup bos.rds v'Jith his every erran.d and task. That 

such precautions must be taken by white i,len if, not 

considered an insult by the negro servants; rather, 

one lD.aY steal anything in good conscience from. a 
1 

person who is so careless. 

Thus Schweitzer's .method of treatment of such 

conduct aruong natives is largely that of _patient 

understanding, of their primitive background, tem

porary acceptance of these disorderly ways, avoiding 

te.,~;ptations for the nr,tive, and gradually teaching 

by precept and example and with candor. 

The .;ue thod of Schvvei tzer in dealing with the 

native involves a knowledge and insight of native 

lavi and of native morals. .l't.n example of dealing with 

each will be given to show hov-i this understanding is used. 

• • • • • • • 

1. More from the Pri~eval Forest, pp. 156-57 
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The first case of dealing with natives was sue-

cessful mainly because Schvrei tzer was able to anti

cipate certain actions of the natives involved. A 

young Pahouin had been accidently wounded through 

the careless handling of a gun by another boy. 

Realizing that the wounded man's relatives would 

attempt to exact heavy fines against the boy or 

xidnap him for a ransom, Schweitzer kept him in the 

sanctuary of the hospital grounds, employins him to 

assist in the kitchen and laundry. During this period 

he vrns able to negotiate a fair compensation between 

the wounded ~an's relatives and the boy. The boy was 

to pay one hundred shillings in monthly installments 

of ten shillings, besides a live goat, since custom 

demanded in every case of possible fatality that 

.J-1,... 1· . · ' .b h d d 1 so:rnev.uing iving mus-c, e an e over. 

The second case, a dispute that vrns brought to 

Schweitzer for settlement, was successful because of 

a knowledge of native concepts of law. A hospital 

patient had taken another man's canoe and gone out 

fishing in the moonlight. Native justice would have 

allowed the injufed party to exact a heavy fine as 

well as keep the vrhole catch of fish. 

. . . •· . . . . . . 
1. More from the Primeval Forest, p. 159 
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First, Schweitzer made known that the law of 

reason of the white man would be in force if he was 

to judge, and not native law. Then, after investi

gating the case, the following charges were made: 

The owner of the canoe was right because he should have 

been asked for the use of the canoe. But he was wrong 

for having carelessly fastened the canoe to a palm 

tree, leading the other man into temptation. 'I'he 

owner was also accounted guilty of laziness for not 

making equal use of a good opportunity for fishing. 

On the other hand, the defendant was vvrong for takine: 

the canoe without asking the owner's permission, but 

was right in taking advantage of a good moonlicht 

night for fishing. 

uin view of the established legal usage, I 
then ~ave sentence that the man who went 
fishing must rive a third of the fish to 
the owner as compensation, and might keep 
one-third for himself because he had taken 
the trouble to catch the fish. The remain
ing third I claimed for the Hospital, be
cause the affair took ulace here and I had 
to waste my time adjustinr; the palaver.ill 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Ibid. From Ly African Notebook, p. 102 
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C. The Understanding of Psychological Factors 

1. African Superstition 

In order to understand the see.m.ingly erratic 

beh&viour of the native, an understanding of his 

thinking, fea_rs, and hopes must be achieved. Because 

the mind of the African is weighed vii th thoughts and 

concerns that are far from those of civilized peoples, 

only a partial knovjledge can ever be gained of the 

control and power which superstition holc'ls for the 

African. 1 

The conception of taboo plays a large part in 

the superstitions of the people. 11Taboo means some

thing ;nust be avoided bec&use it will bring misfortune 
2 

and death." The origin of taboos is unknown but their 

range is unli£1Ji ted; a taboo can be anything in human 

life. A taboo for a wo.man was that she must never 

touch a broom; for a young boy, that he must never be 

struck on the right shoulder; for a .man, that he should 

never be struck on the head; for another boy, that 

he should never eat _plantains or food that was cooked 

with _plantains. Strange stories are relGted of 

deaths by convulsions when persons discover0d that 

they had ou·i;raged their taboo. 11Tha t ns ti ves die when 

. . . . . . . . . 
1. li'ro111 t1Iy African Notebook, pp. 57-85 

Unless otherwise noted, the primary sources for 
this section is froA her2. 

2. Ibid. p. 57 
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their taboo is outraged can only be explained by the 

asswnption that as a result of their domination by 

the belief in taboo they are psychically affected in 

a 1.vay beyond our imagination. nl 

Closely related to taboos in the mental life of 

primitive natives are ideas of magic or fetischism. 

These ideas come fro:r1. the belief that there are super

natural pm,rers for evil which one man can exert over 

another or that evil spirits in nature and from the 

dead can bring harm. Eence, for his own protection 

and for power over other people the native seeks a 

fetish which is compd.sed of several little objects 

which fill a bag or box. A bir:; fetish must contain 

a piece of hun1an skull from someone who was expressly 

1 • 11 i f' ti f b t . . th .r.> t. , 2 
.e::i e1 .:.. or .1.le purpose o o aining e i e isn. 

In order to gain possession of such magical 

povvers as are supposedly contained in a fetish, the 

C 
native must apply to the fetish doctor who gives him 

instructions and initiates him through a series of 

rites. Oft~n these instructions include the neces-

sity for murdering some near relative. 

The sincle factor which gives the fetish doctors 

great powers among the people is the superstitious 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Ibid. p. 60 
2. On the Edge of the Primeval Forest, pp. 3L,_f 
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belief that· deaths occur as a result of magic exer

cised a,:;ainst the person. Hence, when a person dies, 

his relatives i:rnmediately consult the fetish doctor, 

who, guided by ·what is told of possible enemies of 

the dead man, determines who the guilty person is 

who caused the death. :Formerly a rather formal trial 

was held but nowadays, because the fetish doctors 

can..11.ot exercise their power with the same publicity 

as before, a person adjudged guilty of causin6 a 

death is snurdered in a staged accident or by poison-

ing. 

2. Superstition at the Lan1barene Eospi tal 

Schweitzer's first method in dealing with super

stition which is manifested at the hospital involves 

a sy:rnpathetic understanding of the backgr::nmd of 

native mental ~ • .p 
J_l.Le. In cases of superstition, he 

will yield to their whims temporarily and hope to 

educate them in the cour•se of time. An early experi

ence occurred because of the general taboo prohibit

ing any sort of contact with a corpse. Schweitzer, 

annoyed by men who absolutely refused to help bury 

the dead at hospital funerals, tried to compel them 

to help. Two of them fell at his feet and begced 

the doctor to let them off. n:sut since I came to 

u..11.derstand into what a soul conflict I plunged ther.1, 
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I have only employed volunteers to carry the dead and 

hsve given them a fixed re-ward.1t1 

For a time the grave digging vws done by those 

who were being trained at the mission to be evange

lists. :iihen evangelists were not at hand, Schweitzer 

and the ·white staff prepared the burial. Later, a 

native took over the task of superintending the grave 

digging and the bearing of the body to burial. For 

each grave Dominic _received a fixed bonus for his 

job of securing four helpers. Each was given a pres

ent after the burial, an extra food ration, and were 

free from work for the rest of the day. 2 

A second method of dealing with superstitions 

is that of teaching combined with tactful watching 

in order to avoid disastrous consequences. In order 

to counteract the superstitions that deaths are caused 

by tl1e evil intent ions of another per son, S chv1ei tzer 

takes great pains to explain the cause of death to 

the relatives. Even then he must not assume that his 

explanations are convincing to them and that they will 

refrain from pinning the cause of death upon some 

innocent victim. Often accused persons are secretly 

poisoned in the hospital, a practice which the staff 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Ibid. Notebook, p. 58 
2. Ibid. I.fore from the Primeval :B'or:::st, P.P• 135, 171+ 
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must guard against by tactfully removing those sus

pected of being enemies. rii:any times the suspected 

person, who is often brought to tr.le hospital by the 

relatives of a dying man to be held for ransom in 

case of deG.th, LUust be kept on the hospital grounds 

and occupied with duties until a fair settlement can 

be reached with the relatives. 

Such has been the effect of the hospital in the 

area that natives often come because they believe the 

hospital and mission station are places where sinis

ter f'orces cannot effect the1.n. Even .natives who are 

still completely involved in the whole pattern of 

African superstitions are convinced that on these 

grounds, taboos, curses, and 1nagic are of no effect. 

One desire of Schweitzer· is that psycho-therapy could 

be used to relieve natives from their mental and 

spiritual misery. 

Finally, there must be realization of the per

sistence of superstition and that it must be continu

ally fought because of its deep-lying nature in the 

.mind of the native. Even after the native assures 

the missionaries in good faith that he is free from 

such ideas, he still is subject to relapses 

because of subconscious residue of the ideas. Those 

. . . . . . . . 
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who pass for intellectuals are often attached to the 

superstitions in a special vray . 1 

D. ·rhe Unders tancling of ~~conomi c Factors 

1. Effect of Trade and Industry on the Native 

The tra;ic effect of trade between colbnies and 

civilized countries has been the destruction of 

native life and initiative through the selling of 

alcohol and the superfid_al view of nodern lif'e which 

the native gets in the trinkets and clothes sold 

them. The cause for this state of affairs is the 

policy of goverrm1ent and conmerce to create as 1:1any 

needs as possible in the native in order to make him 

2 productive in the colony. Consequently, tLa govern-

ment imposes taxes that force the native to work for 

a period of time each year and corr..:merce offers vmres, 

usef'ul ones such as clothin[; and tools, unnecessa.ry 

ones such as tobacco and toilet articles, and harm

ful ones like alcohol. Such a policy does not really 

enhance the value of the negro but rather demoralizes 

his character by making him less reliable and con

scientious, and more desirous for mere physical 

pleasure and noney. 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Ibid. Joy and Arnold, n.p. 
2. Ibid. On the Edge of the Primeval ?orest, p. 77 
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Such a policy has a definite effect upon the 

native in the process of civilizing him. It seeks 

to make superficial things the motivation for work 

and consequently makes work itself an indic;nity that 

is resorted to only when needs and desires arise. 

2. Native Concepts of Work 

An 1.mderstanding of the native concept of work 

is necessary for the employer in dealinrt with the 

native. Thus Schweitzer thinks that there is common 

r-1.isunderstanding of the native a.s a worker when he 

is classed as lazy. In the first place, he has 

observed certain conditions 1.vhich caused the negro to 

wori,c unstintingly, as in clearin2: land for a new 

village plantation. Another tine fifteen negroes 

rowed continuously for 36 hours in order to bring a 

sick white man to the hospital. 1 

In the second place, the native 1 s narrow concept 

of humanity prevents him from sensing a necessity 

for laboring beyond a length of time that will satisfy 

his own personal desires for a lu....xury or trinket or 

cloth for his wife, or cheap rum for his appetite. 2 

In the third place, the negro is a child of 

nature and hence is largely a free man in his activi-

ties, needing only to work lmcler limited circ1.unstances. 

. . . . . . . . 
1. Ibid. On the ~dge of the Primeval Forest, p. 75 
2. Ibid. Lore from the Primeval Forest, p. 129 
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11 The ner;ro, then, u..nder certain circumstances works 

well, but--only so lon?: as circu.rnstances require 

The child of nature--here is the answer to the 

• J._. 

l u. 

puzzle--is always a casual worker. :rl Nature supplies 

the native with the needs of existence with very 

little work on his part. If he does take a job it 

is for some specific object. If he feels no need 

for earning money he remains in the village. If 

he is at vrork and finds that he has earned enough 

to buy a desired object, he returns to the village 

where he always can find board and lodging. 

J. Native Labor at the Eospi tat?: 

Schvrnitzer 1 s ansv,rnr to the native problem of 

labor, created partly because of trade influences 

and partly because of native environment, is that 

of understanding and patience while takinp: the 

native throuch gradual processes of education in 

changing his concepts of work. 

Ee uses the method of others in getting natives 

to work for him, i.e. liberal offering of presents for 

a specifically assigned task. However, the presents 

given by him to natives differ from the cherished 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Ibid. p. 76 
2. A more complete study of .Schweitzer 1 s :methods in 

this respe~t will beMpresented in the following 
chapter where specific problems of building three 
hospitals will be considered. 
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gifts of other white men; rather than give alcohol 

and tobacco for labor, Schweitzer insists upon giving 

useful articles such as spoons, cups, plates, knives, 

cooking-pots, sleeping mats, blankets, cloth, and 

mosquito nets. It is only with difficulty that 

people have becor.1e accustomed to receiving such gifts 

from him. 1 

1'.'Ieamvhile in the process of education the native 

is tausht the dignity of labor by example and pre

cept. Only when the native is trained for manual 

trades can intellectual training find a right place. 

The nature of the demands of the hospital offer an 

opportunity to teach the native the practical use 

of his hands in this basic process of education. 

E. The Relation o.f -;vni tes to IJa ti ves 2 

In view of the primitive character of the natives, 

their superstitions, ignorance, and the lacl{ of a 

sense of responsibility, Schweitzer believes that a 

large measure of authority must be exercised over 

them by white men. The native is a child; therefore 

nothing can be done without an assertion of authority. 

Attempts and experiments have been made of livin;; on 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Ibid. p. 191 
2. Ibid. pp. 87-90 

Cf. Ratter, Albert Schweitzer, p. 54. 
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an eoual ulane with the natives ·with the resultant .,_ .,_ 

loss of effectiveness in teaching the native civilized 

ways. 

This authority must not be a mere expression 

of autocracy, although it does consist in demanding 

certain observances by the natives toward the whites. 

Such an authority must stem from a moral character, 

otherwise it is impossible to create it. 

"The child of nature, not havinc;; been artifi
cialised and spoilt as we have been, has only 
elementary standards of judgment, and he 
measures us by the r10st elementary of them 
all, the moral standard, where he finds good
ness, justice, and genuiness of character, real 
worth and dignity, that is, behind the external 
dignity given by social circumstances, he bows 
and acknowledges his master; where he does not 
find them he remains really defiant in suite 

.,:, 11 f b · · n 1 .c o~ a appearance o su mission ••• 

Schweitzer's principle in this case is suJnm.ed 

UlJ in the 11rnrds of his formula: 0 I a.m your brother, 

it is true, but your elder brother. 11 2 

. . . . . . . . . . . 
1. On the Bdge, pp. 88-89 
2. Cf. Joy and Arnold, n.p. 

A pl"actical outworking of this idea lies in what 
Schweitzer calls his moral imperialism. \Vhen a 
native receives an order he permits him to make 
any cornments he 1Nish.es. If these cornnents seem 
vrell-founded he considers and acts unon them. 
But if he sticks to his ori~inal oosition he does 
not per-nit the matter to be,brougb.t up again. 
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F. Summary 

The purpose of this chapter was to discover the 

essential principles and methods used by Schweitzer in 

his relationship with natives. The main principle dis

covered was that of identification with the people by 

having a sympathetic knowledge of their social, mental, 

and economic life. It was shown that Schweitzer's under

standing of native social life led to the principle that 

the basic social structure of native life should be ac

cepted, but refined and improved through Christian in

fluence and teaching. The native should be left under 

the moral influence of his village. Polygamy must be 

temporarily accepted until economic factors can be fos

tered that will eliminate the structural need for it. 

Wife-purchasing should be accepted much in the same spirit 

as the European idea of the dowry; but refining influences 

and ideas should be brought into practice. An underlying 

principle in meeting social problems thus is not to en

force secondary ethical .maxims, a near equivalent to 

amoral customs, upon the natives, 

A combined understanding of native law and native 

morals is necessary for a sustained relationship with 

natives. The importance of law to the native must be 

accepted by the white man and a knowledge of their ideas 



of justice taken into consideration. By this knowledge 

the missionary on occasion can bring true justice and 

mercy into the judgment of a case while retaining the 

essential demands which native concepts of law make. 

In contrast to, and probably a cause for, the legalism 

of the native is his lax moral sense of responsibility, 

expressed especially in cheating and stealing. Theim

mediate situation demands watchfulness and keeping the 

native from falling into temptation while teaching him 

concepts of property and respect for people. A knowl

edge of the native's weaknesses also allows the mis

sionary to anticipate his actions a~d relieve the situa

tion tactfully beforehand by taking temptations out of 

his path. 

In order to understand the native's conduct, a knowl

edge of his mind must be acquired. That mind is essen

tially superstitious, making the native a slave to his 

thoughts. The importance of taboos, the power of the 

feti~h doctor, the notion that death is caused by the 

evil desires of another person all of these make a 

pattern of superstition that must be constantly born in 

mind in treating the native. A sympathetic understanding 

of this is required of the missionary to the extent that 

he will even relieve the native of fearsome tasks until 

the process of education has changed his ideas. The 
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missionary must expect the educational process to take a 

lengthy period of time, even to expecting relapses of 

natives who apparently have reached a high degree of 

civilized intelligence. 

An understanding of economic factors in the life of 

natives makes one realize that two factors effect his 

concept of work, a concept that must be met in any kind 

of employee-employer relationship with negroes. Those 

are: 1. the effect of modern trade upo.n the negro,caus

ing him to have a view of labor as an indignity rather 

than a dignity, and 2. the influence of native .environ

ment which requires only a little amount of work for 

existence. Hence, the negro is used to working only 

occasionally, not steadily, and under circumstances which 

call for immediate needs. Schweitzer's method of meeting 

the problem of labor is much like that of other white em

ployers except that he insists upon refining the practices. 

Thus, the negro demand for an immediate gift for a specific 

task is met, but the gift is a useful one, not merely a 

trinket or unnecessary object. 

In view of all the foregoing study, Schweitzer's 

principle of relationships between whites and negroes is 

that of an elder brother to a younger one. Thus an 

authority must be held above the negro, an authority that 

arises from the command of a moral character. Only moral 
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authority can be a real influence upon the negro. 

Schweitzer's essential identification with the negro, 

an identification implying knowledge and sympathy, is 

given in his own words to a white doctor who had become 

angry at the conduct of some savages: " ••• I point out 

to him.with what regret and affection he will look back 

upon them when he is again in Europe."1 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Ibid. More from the Primeva1 Forest, p. 157. 
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sneciI'ic task as a medical nissionary. Such a ... -

study will consider the major task, that of nedi

cine, and the more peripheral activities of reli-

gious and educational tasks. 

i:5. Albert Schwei tzer 1 s Connection ;;,ri th the Paris 

Uissionary Society 

Schweitzer's oricinal desire had been to find 

some personal and inde9endent type of hur[mni tarian 

•'.:\ · ., . .; .,__ __ l ., , , · tl d- t 1 ~c"G.L~~uy. ~ucn a aesire, par y .ue o a persona 

dislike for organization, remained with him after 

the decision to practice medicine in Africa. 2 

Eowever, in onle1" to gain some of tb.e a.dvantases of 

a relationship with a larGer organization, he made 

an unusual ai"rangement ·;vi th tha independent [:;roup 

called the ?2.ris i\issionary Society. 'I'his relation-

ship ·,v2.s a s2:rm'oiosis, a term de no tine; an intimate 

. . . . . . . . 
l. Albert Schweit'.7er, Out of l'O';y- Life and 'l'hought, ~J.106 
2. 'The Albert Schvrni tzer cTubilee Book, A. A. Roback, 

Ed., p. 103 

88 
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association of two parties that is advantaceous or 

often necessary to one or bot}.1 :)2.I'ties and not harn

ful to either. 1 Thus certain mutual agreements 

vrere ""n.ade: The Larnbarene mission station rrns to 

provide a hosJital buildinr and house as well as 

land for the :1os~;i tal. :Schweitzer vms to be a nernber 

of the mission personnel, provide the sctual expenses 

of the undertaldnz;, administer 1:1.edical aid to nis-

sionaries at the station and the surrounding area 

as well as to the native constituents of the mis-

sions. he also was to have a free hand in the 

. ,., tl~e '·,oc·-01· r,:,l 2 
I'lJJ'lnll1[ 01 ~1. L u,_ va. • 

3y this arranr:ement Schv.reitzer' s desire fol" 

independence was satisfied v;hile the advanto.ges 

entailed in beinp related to a larcer organization 
") 

wore provided.;; The advantar;e vras t:i:1at of boin7 ~, 

introduced into the neeciy area by other r1issionai-'ies 

and of building upon a baclq:::round of previous vrork 

whic:!J. had been done and with which the natives \"!ere 

far:liliar. 

1. Websters Colle~iate Dictionary, Fifth Edition 
2. Jean Bianquis, Les Origines de la 2ociete des 

Missions l~van,;eliques de Faris, Tome Premier, p. 368 
On the Edge of the ?rimeval Forest, p. 2 

..)'). ·,c,; Pontc;·omor•,T !le;c11,~re1· rzer ~c "'1· "'Sl. ona-r>·,lf 
,r • ~··' -- .:.:..., ~ ~ rJ ' ~ .J.. ~'i .I V .:,.U .!.,·~ U - - J ' 

Hibbert Journal, July, 191L~ 
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Later, rrhen this semblance of a I'els.tionshi:o 

with the mission station at La.mbarene was broken 

by Schweitzer's action of acquiring nev,.r grounds 

from the colonial ;overnment, the hospital had estab

lished a reputation among the people throU[:".h :meeting 

their needs. I.Io re over, because of the set-up, a 

transfer of facilities was nade possible nhile the 

medical vrnrk vms continued v.d thout a breal:. 

Hence, in the end, the relationship with the 

mission station pe1"111i tted the birth of a hospital, 

fostered its growth, and upon reaching maturity, 

gave it independence as a work in itself. 1 

C. Medical Activities 

1. Buildinr; the Lambarene Hospital 

a. Accomplishments 

The difficulties of building the physical plant 

of a hospital in Congo Africa are tremendous because 

of problems of materials and of labor. During his 

:9eriods in Africa Schweitzer has built three hospital 

set-ups while ministering to the sick at the same 

time. 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. ~ore from the Primeval Forest, pp. 
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A brief description of these hos?itals will 

show the macnitude of the task accomplished: The 

first hospital viras comprised chiefly of one large 

corrugated-iron hospital ward containinc; tvlO roor:1s, 

one for consultations, and one for operations. Two 

small side rornns contained the dispensary and 

sterilizing departments. A waiting room and dor:m.i

tory for patients was erected later. A fowl house 

was converted into a storage building and an iron 

shed taken over for similar purposes. A hut for 

isolating sleeping sickness patients completed the 

main part of the arranpements. The average capacity 

of this first hospital was about forty patients. 1 

The second hospital, built after several years 

sojourn in ~urope, had the benefit of two buildings 

frrnn the previous period, the corrugated-iron ward 

and one of the dormitor>ies for patients. The do-

mand for medical work had gr>ovm to an extent that 

necessitated an enlarced building program. So after 

a period of difficulty in finding materials to 

repair the surviving buildings, construction was 

bei:;un on others which I'esulted in another ward of 

thirty beds, a surgery ward of fifteen beds, a cell 

for mental cases, a three-room house for new doctors, 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. On the Edge of the Primeval Forest, pp. 10-53 
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and a ten-roor1 buildin;:i; for uhi te patients and a 

pharmacy. 'l'he capacity of this ho.spital vras set for 

fifty patients but often 120 cases were being cared 

for' 
. 1 

a-c once. 

The third hospital was altogether a new begin-

ning in the physical plant of the hospital. A new 

site vras chosen about two miles from the old in 

order to allow an expansion accomodating fro~ 200 to 

JOO patients along vvi th their attendants and conpanions. 

':I.1he number of buildinrs has grovm to over· 40, laid 

out in three parallel rov1s. '11he larcer site perini tted 

'Hards for isolation cases, and sure;ery patients, and 

dying ones, proper housing for the native orderlies, 

cells for mental patients at a distance from the hos

pital buildings, se-oai"'ate dorni to1"'ie s for patients 

and attendants of hostile tribes, a ward for confine-

1:1.ent cases, a laundry, store houses, buncalows for 

doctors, nurses, and white ::Jatients. 2 

The unique manner in whicb. Schweitzer adapts 

methods and purposes to the requirements of the no:ment 

are shown in the many features of his later buildings. 

Eis previous experiences guided him in buildinf the 

new one for better comfort in the hot weather. Every 

1. !core from the :i.:'rirneval Forest, pp. 126-7, 162-65 
2. On the Edge of the Primeval Forest,)?• 185-218 

Busy Days in Lambarene, Christian CentuI>y, Tiarch 1L1-, 
19Lµ!.• Joy and Arnold, T'he Lfrica of A. Schwoitzer, n.p. 
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buildinc was built lone and narrow, with the axis 

r'unning east to west so that the s1.u1 never strikes 

the walls of the buildincs. rhe rooms are laid out 

end to end so that each room has cross-ventilation. 

/,. long air channel under the roo.f connects all the 

rooms so that there is further ventilation. In 

clearing the sites, trees rrere left 17herever pos

sible and others planted a:nong the buildincs so 

that shade is abundant in the hospital area. Iis a 

consequence of these precautions the hospital 

buildin;s are several degrees cooler than others in 

the district.l 

Because the hospital is located on a hill and 

near the Ogowe River, every buildinc was built on 

charred Emd hardwood piles in order to allow· water 

to drain throuc;h the grounds without harminG the 

buildings during flood times. 2 

Since native style buildings are in constant 

need of repail", other kinds of building :material was 

called for. 3uildincs of stone or brick were too 

costly. So corrugated-iron uas chosen to be placed 

1 • • ") 

upon hardwood frarnes wJdch vrnuld resist i:;e1"T!nt:es • .:> 

l. Ibid. n.p. 
2. More from the Primeval Forest, pp. 198-99 
J. Ibid. p. 197 
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b. The Building Process 

Two 1n.ain file thods in this tre.mendous building 

program. Schweitzer learned in the course of his first 

building experiences: 1. Using the opportunities of 

a moment in finding labor sources and in acg_uiring 

building materials. 2. The utilization of native 

labor on a self-help basis. The special problem of 

native labor arises from the limited concepts of 

society VJhich they have. Hence, they see no reason 

for working to build and plant for others Viho will 

come later. 

The first time in which no. tive la.bar was employed 

significantly upon a self-help basis was in building 

the beds for the fi1~st dormitory building for patients. 

Since .most p& tien ts are accompanied to the hospital 

,.i th one or tvm f'riends or relatives, there is always 

a labor potential around the hospital. Hence, 

Schweitzer gave tools to the able-bodied and instructed 

them in malting beds for the patients, each man buil

ding for his sick friend. In a short time forty beds 

were made which would have taken a good 1nany hours of 

. t ' . . 1 a single carpen er s tr.1me. 

. . . . . . . . 
1. On the Edge of the Primeval Forest, p. 41. 
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The heir;ht of developnent in the idea of native 

self-help cane at the building of' the third hospital. 

The nature of the circwnstances favored the use of 

native labor because the nur,1ber of patients 1;vi th 

their attendants had increased to such an extent 

that there was alwa:,rs a labor potential of twenty to 

thirty people at the hospital. Since these attendants 

had to be fed from hospital supplies and housed on 

the hospital grounds, it was only reasonable to 

believe that they should pay in sor:1e measure for their 

food and for the care of their sick friends. Such a 

method vrns temporarily assured. of success because 

of famine conditions which vrnre then prevalent .1 

In the course of time, various strategies were 

used by Schweitzer for gaining a few hours work from 

natives. The fm:1ine conditions p,ave the greatest 

incentive to work since all workers were given an 

extra food ration, half of it at noon and the other 

half for the evening meal. In addition to extra 

food, workers were also given a useful gift. At all 

tines, Schweitzer or some v,hi te person accompanied 

the natives to their locations and superintended 

the tasks at hand, for natives resi)ect only white 

people and refuse to obey nefro foremen. Such an 

. . . . . . . . . . 

1. More from the Primeval Forest, p. 187 
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authority on the part of the white superintendent 

requires special tact, for he must be able 11 
••• to 

conbine in ri[:ht measure firrnness and. kindness, to 

avoid unnecessary talk, and to find a jocular renarl;: 

at the right :m.oment. 111 Experience proved that a 

Hhite v10man in cor1.l".land of a crevr of natives 1.vas 

especially effective in exactinc; obedience f1~on 

them. Thus in this combination of usinp; the circur.1-

stances of the :r:10:ment and of possessing the ability 

to make the natives work once they are on the job, 

the great Lambarene hospital was built. 

2. I1.;aintenance of the Hospital 

a. Outside Support 

At the beginning of the project, mueb of the 

support vras given from Schweitzer's personal income 

from organ concerts, books,.and also from interested 

friends and organizations. A round of visits was 

paid on friends who came to his aid. German pro-

fessors at Strassb1.,1.re; University gave liberally for 

the enterprise vrhich was to be located in a French 

colony. A large portion of the total contributions 

came from Schweitzer's S. Nicholas' Congregation. 

1. Bore from the Primeval Forest, p. 201 
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1 
Alsatian parishes also gave supJ)ort. 

For the second period, lectures and concerts 

in Sweden brought funds for the work. Eore books 

written by Schweitzer added to his royalties and hence 

to the hospital fund. Lectures were given and interest 

gained in places such as Oxford, Selly Oak Collece, 

and Cambridr,e in gn,r;land, and a prominent society in 

.London. 

During Horld \ifar II Europe was in such an upset 

that little aid could be expected from that area. 

Friends in .A .. 111.erica., hearing of the decision to keep 

the hospital open during the war, organized the Albert 

Schweitzer Fellovrship in 1939 for financial aid to 

the hospital. Such aid coming from unexpected 

sources at a tine of c;reat need overvrhelmed Scb.wei tzer. 

The title of the organization, indicating the appeal 

as being intellectual, was chosen fror.1 the last 

chapter of the book ON THJt EDGE OF 'I1I-I:E: PREILVAL 

FOHES'r where Schweitzer wrote of the f'ello-vvship of 

those who bear the mark of pain. It is a fellowship 

of people who know by experience what physical pain 

is and who have been delivered by medical science. 

1.rhese people are not free to take up their li vine 

ac;ain where they left off, forsetful of the past. 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Out of My Life and Thought, pp. 136, 218-19, 230-1 
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11 They must feel in duty bound to help overcome these 

two enemies of mankind and to bring to others that 

deliverance that they ha.ve enjoyed. 11 1 

b. :Native Support 

Because of the material poverty of the natives, 

form.al support of the hospital by natives with money 

cannot be expected, either in way of donations or 

in pa-;rment of n1edical services. Occasionally, some 

enlightened native, wishing to show his gratitude, 

does manage to make some kind of contribution. One 

native collected twenty francs from relatives and 

presented it to the ho$p1tal. An 11ncle of a sick 

boy worked fourteen days building cupboards in a 

storage hut. A black timber trader offered his 
2 

laborers for repairing a roof. 

However poor the natives were, Schweitzer 

demanded from the first as a matter of principle 

some expression of .sratitude fror:1 the native patient. 

Although a strict adherence to the rule could not be 

made, contributions such as bananas or manioc sticks 

vrnre expected for certain treatments. 3efore the 

war a small sum was charged for medicine. A standard 

requirement for an operation was a present of bananas 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. 'I1he Albert Schrrnitzer Jubilee Book, pp. 101-2 
2. On the !~dge of the Primeval Porest, p. Li-5 



99 

or fruit, or smoked fish. Even so, man:f exceptions 

had to be made to these rules due to circumstances 

beyond the control of the native. Often the sick 

native had traveled from a great distance and so 

was unable to deliver a _present, or some 211isfortune 

on the way caused it to becrnne lost, or perchance 
1 

the native had not heard of the requirement. 

Since these sinple p2.;yments by the natives for 

medical aid could never be sufficient for naintain-

ins a hospital village of JOO patients, other means 

of support are used. Of these means, the 02."'chards 

are the c:lOs t conspicuous feature. Eany acres are 

devoted to palm-oil trees alone fron which the 

hospital gets its equivalent of butter and cookinr 

fat as well as laundry soap. So extensive is the 

cultivation of citrus fruit that is is used as an 

exchange for rice. Durinz the war, large shipments 

were sent to villages for free distribution as a 

health measure. Such fruit as oranp;es, mandarines, 

grape-fruit, mangoes, and avocado pears is com.,'11.on 

property and may be gathered by anyone who agrees 

not to sell the produce. 

Such a widely beneficial orchard absorbs a great 

nunber of laborers who are friends and relatives of 

l. On the Edge of the ?rimeval Forest, I c:'. e;l p • L~....-', U , 99 
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patients in the hospital. A dozen laborers under 

two native foremen are required constantly for ten

ding the trees and keeping them clear of creepers. 

Four gardners are employed in gathering the fruit. 1 

.Another major means of maintaining the hospital 

is through the 15 acre garden, one of the largest 

gardens in the area. This garden grows such vege

tables as tomatoes, beans, peas, cabbages, and carrots 

for the use of the hospital staff and its patients 

and attendants. Added to the labor of its upkeep 

is the necessity for watering it well during the 

dry season as well as keeping out weeds and creepers 

from the African jungle. This alone requires much 

vvork from the attendants of patients. 
2 

In addition to the orchards and garden, various 

industries on the hospital grounds require the labor 

of many people. Al1J.ost consttn tly a crew for .raain

taining the streets . .:rmst be e1:1ployed. I'1ew buildings, 

repairs of other buildings, grave-digging, and many 

other jobs require continuous employment of natives. 

One man is helped by several women in pre.paring the 

oil from palill trees. .l\.no ther, superintending half a 

dozen voluntary vm.uen workers, is occupied daily in 

. . . . . . . . 
1. Seaver, op. cit., p. 156 

Joy and Arnold, op. cit., n.p. 
2. Ibid., n. p. 

Albert SchvJei tzer, aBusy Days in Lam.barene tt, Christian 
Century, I,.[arch 14, 1934. 
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the laundry. Several other wonmn make dresses, 

do mending, make pillows and mattresses for the 

hospital. A ropemaker who happens to be on the 

grounds is employed in making all the rone used 

in the hospital.
1 

In these two ways is the principle of self-

SlQport of the hospital carried out. First, the 

de1:1and for a gift from. the patient which is more 

valuable for its educational effect upon the 

native than for its actual worth. Second, the 

demand that able-bodied attendants oJ' sick patients 

help in their own support and pay for the sick 

friend I s aid by vrnrking for the hospital at one of 

its many outlets for employm.ent. 

J. ~edical Treatment of Natives 

When the variety of sicknesses and diseases 

among Africans are noted the acconplishm.ents of 

Sch:wei tzer and his colleagues appear to be remarkable. 

In the first nine months of the hospital 2000 patients 

were treated for such diseases as malaria, leprosy, 

sleeping-sickness, dysentery, tropical ulcers, ele

phantiasis, hernia, pheu.~onia, a.nd heart disease. 2 

In late years over 5000 patients require attention in 

one year, over 500 of them being major-operation cases. 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Seaver, op. cit., p.156. Joy and Arnold, op.cit., n.p. 
2. Seaver, op. cit., p.58 
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r:mphasis upon treatment of various diseases 

change fro:m time to time. Eow that the government 

has taken over the combatting of sleeping-sicl;::ness, 

all such cases at the hospital are referred to the 

r:overn .. "TI.ent doc tor. r.:eanY1hile concentration upon 

sur5ery is being made at the hospital, natives 

being urged to come for hernia operations, removal 

of tumors, and care from accidents in the timber 

trade. gore mental cases are also being success-

fully treated ... 
1 A R:reat accomolish"Uent has been 

"-' .l. 

the persuasion of m.others to come to the hospital 

durinc: confinemen\ an occurrence that ha!Jpened very 

seldom in early days. Now the hospital has a special 

ward for confinement cases. 

Particular methods in the hospital have larsely 

to do with medical technicalities and therefore are 

outside the purpose of this thesis. One general 

principle that must be noted, however, is the continual 

experimentation that is being carried on. Anti-tetanus 

se~m injections saved the lives of many surgery 

cases. 2 A new preparation for heart disease was tried, 

an advance over digitalis because safer for the native 

to use. 3 A new treatment for elephantiasis .feet vrns 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Joy and Arnold, op. cit., n.p. 
2. rrBusy Days in Lambarene fl op. cit. 
3. Albert S ch,;irei tzer, 11 The Eospi tal at Larabarene 

During the ,:Jar Years n -
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found to be ef fe cti ve and experiments vrnre being made 

to determine its prolonzed effect. 1 These are indi

cations of the constant awareness of the doctors 

toward new advances in medical science and their 

intelligent application of them to the ills of natives. 

The method of treating natives· follows no par-

ticular pattern except that of adaptins the treat

ment to native ways. One of the frustrating aspects 

of :medical vrnrk axnong Africans is the need for r,i vins 

minute instructions about medical treatments. Special 

skill is required in diagnosing patients, since 

language barriers make the situation awl{V1ard. I'hen 

the problem of native ideas of sickness are ever 

present. Descriptions of sickness are nore often 

than not inaccurate, as when a village chief said of 

a deaf and dumb ,Homan, 1t'I'his woman speaks with the 

eyes and hears with the heart. 11 

In order to facilitate a future diagnosis of a 

uatient should he ever return to the hospital, an 

identification disk is issued him recording his 

name, the co:r:1plaint, and previous treatment. The 

hospital register carries r:10re com:olete in.formation 

on each case and is used at later times by cross

reference with the disk. Hatives wear the disks around 

. . . . . . . . . . 
l_. Sea~er, o_·p·. ci·t ') 15~ 

V • ' l • _:) 
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the neck and regard them as fetishes. 1 

Thus the wide usefulness of the hospital, its 

success in treating large numbers of natives who 

have great varieties of diseases, is made possible 

by nethods which are adapted. to native vrays. The 

native is accepted as he is, ignorant, superstitious, 

transient; medical aid is p;i ven by vrnrkin;:: around 

these difficulties or by educating him to correct 

hffil.th measures. The staff is ever alert for new 

remedies, made possible by medical science, to use 

on sick negroes. 

4. The Staff and Hospital A&ninistration 

1rhe outstanding characteristic in the ad.minis

tration of the hospital is the independence and 

personal activity of its founder, !Ube rt Schweitzer. 

His practical type of mind and lof_;ical reasonings 

are of such a nature as to lend a sense of appropri

ateness to his activities, however independent 

they may appear to be. 'Thus, the important decision 

to rebuild the hospital at another site two miles 

upstrefl.J:1 was the doctor's own private decision; 

agreements with the colonial i;overnrnent had been 

completed before he announced the plan to his staff. 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Joy and Arnold, op. cit., n.p. 
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The following list of reasons for rebuilding are 

given by Schweitzer in jm,tifying this inuepsndent 

decision: 1 

1. The epidemic of dysentery had snown the 

weakness of crowded conditions, making iso

lation irn.possible. No raore ground was 

available for building. 

2. Mentally afflicted could not be properly cared 

for on account of crowded conditions • 

. 3. The hospital was too small for the number 

of patients coming for treatment. 

4. There was great danger of fire from crowded 

huildings. 

5. Famine conditions called for a garden and 

food supplies that would make the hospital 

more independent in that respect. 

6. There was the labor potential in the person 

of attendants of patients who bring their 

sick friends to ·the hosJ;Ji tal by canoe or 

litter. Ido1~eover, the famine conditions 

assured an incentive for the natives to 

work on the new hospital. 

. . . . . . . . . 
1. More from the Primeval Forest, pp. 185-89 
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After announcing the new plan to the staff, 

:::;chwei tzer wrote, i
1At first they are d:umb with 

astonishment;. then they break out into shouts of 

joy. There is no need to convince them of the neces

sity of the :r.1ove; they have been for a long time 

even nore convinced than I 1:1.yself. n 

In his relationship to the vfhi te st2,f:f, 

Schweitzerts 11 moral imperialism;: is used. Ee reouests 

tha.t nei.v arrivals on the staff withhold criticisms 

until they have p:s.ined experience. 

11 Ee seelrn advice, however, from all the doctors 
and nurses who have been with hin fol" a long 
time, and in certain cases lets them act in 
accordance with their own judc:ment, even wl1en 
it differs from his own. 1•1 

there is a failure to uass out 
'· 

full and complete departmental responsibility to 

individuals, it is certain that for Sclraei tzer, 

activity at the hospital is independent. That such 

activity is also personal is shown in the experience 

of one observer who follorrnd [:;chwei tzer about one 

day. Ee worked on a stone and cer1.ent pier during 

the day, kept in repair the motor of a small refri-

gerator, sui)ervised the laying out o:f' a water su:99ly 

system, packed boxes of fruit and vegetables to send 

upstrean, made slow and cheerinr; rounds on 200 pe_tients, 

1. Joy and Arnold, op. cit., n.p. 
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bought rice and fish, exanined fruit trees for blight, 

8.Ed ;::2:ave-dirrJ")inr:.·. for deut1~ "'··:1r, c, "· ""aio·htne s O fed .._, ,_.. .._ ,.._ • .!. J..L c_._J. ~... ._i u .J. C CJ- - U ' . 

several animals, held prayers with station worl;:men 

at dawn and vdth the staff in the evening, gently 

calmed the r.1.ental white patient, called on all the 

v1hi te patients, vH'ote countless letters, worl:ed on 

his philosophy boo1-c, vms up before davm to see that 

a youn,e missionary couple and their new baby had 

suitable seats in the bus. 

D. Religious Activities 

Since medical work is th~ chief concern at the 

hospital, religious ~~tivities do not figure promin

ently in the pror;I'a:ri as in a preaching 2·11ission. 

Nevertheless, Schweitzer's hospital village is fur

nished with adequate and interesting ways of pre

senting religion to the native people, first, by 

personal teaching, second, by the Sunday services. 

A brief consideration of these two general methods 

will reveal specific methods in bringing religion 

to the native, methods ,:1hich are determined by circum-

stances peculiar to a hospital station. 

1. Personal Teaching 

I!ost effective preaching of the Gospel is done 

when the 2:1oment calls for it in the expe1°ience of the 

person. A rr1ovinc;. exarn.ple of this nethod occurred 
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when a native came with })ainful s;y:mptons 01· stransu-

lated hernia. So painful was the sickness that 

Sclrnreitzer becan innediate prepo.rations for an oper-

stood around to see the native 1 s reaction. Ee awoke 

and stared about him, sa3ring a;:::ain o.nd ae;ain, nlfve 

no more pain! I 1 ve no more painl 11 His hand felt 

for' the doctor 1 s and ;;'rou1d not let go. 

nThen I ber:in to tell him and the others v1ho 
are in the room that it is the Lord Jesus ;;rho 
has told the doctor and his wife to come to 
Ogmve, and that v111i te people in Europe give 
the1:1 r.1oney to live here and cure the sick 
ne [:'.roes • rr 

Then he asked such questions as who the vrhite 

peo9le vrere, where they live, and how they knew 

tl1at t11e r1ati,res su_ffer from siclcr1ess. 1 

Schvrei tzeI' believes that one of the r:iissionary' s 

greatest tasks is to teach the native true universalisn 

2 
w1on0 men. That he attem:)ts to practice his orn.1 

belief in this respect is shown frequently in his 

experiences with natives. Often members of mutually 

hostile tribes arrive simultaneously for treatment 

at the hos9i tal. \/hen this hostility is perceived, 

Schweitzer refuses ad.mission until they have composed 

. . . . . . . . 
1. On the Sdge of the Primeval Forest, D 63 .c • 

2. Joy and Arnold, op. cit., n.p. 
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their differences. Ee tells then that the hospital 

belong;s to Jesus who has commanded us to love one 

another, obedience to vrhich is the condition of their 

ad.:mission. He relates that he has seen several 

poignant scenes of reconciliation in this way. 1 

At all times can a lesson in mercy and love 

be taught the natives. A dying ·Homan, having no 

family or friends, was secretly cast off at the hos-

pital by natives of her villace, and soon died. At 

her crave Eons. I'.ernann, one of the ;;1issionaries, 

spoke of the wonIBn who had been cast off by her own 

people but wl1.o r.1et with tenderness amonc strangers 

because through Jesus love had cone into the world. 2 

2. Religious Services at the riospital 

a. \Jorship Services 

The order and conduct of the service is kept 

entirely within the needs and capacities of the 

native people. The gatherins for service, called 

11 Prayers'1
, is inforraal and casual, held between the 

two mail wards on the side of a hill where people sit 

in the shade of the wide roofs, or on steps, in 

doorvm-ys, or on the grolmd. Since the hospital 

co:r:rrnunity is usually made up of transient savages, 

order· can never be taught them in the short tine they 

1. Seaver, op. ci~., p. 118 
2. liore from the ~rineval Forest, p. 135 
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remain at the hospital. Hence, such activities as 

cooking meals, mending fishing µets, a mother comb

ing her child's hair, another illOther nursing her 

baby, an insane .man singing and dancing at the end 

of the street are overlooked by the speaker as long 

as there is soIJ1e semblance of order and attention. 

Even animals are allowed their freedoill during which 

tiIJ.e sheep and goats come and go among the congre

gation, birds make such noises that the speaker is 

forced to raise his voice, tvw pet monkeys scamper 

about on the trees and roofs. 1 

Dr. Schweitzer enters upon the scene of his 

vvaiting congregation wearing his usual darned khaki 

trousers and his white shirt open at the neck. Two 

native interpreters, a Pahquin and a Galoa, are 

representatives of the two largest tribes. Many 

of the hearers will still be unable to w1.derstand 

the spoken words because nearly a dozen dialects 

are usually represented in the congregation. 

b. Schweitzer I s Principles and hiethods of Evangelizing 

Schweitzer gives ru1. interesting account of his methods 

in preaching to natives in 11.A Sunday in Lambarene. 112 

In the first place he considers his wessages as 

1. Seaver, op. cit., pp. 120-1 
2. Albert Schweitzer, usu.r1day at Lambarene 11 , Christian 

Century, Vol. 48, March 14, 1931, pp. 540-41 
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seed-sov!ing, since the greater nu:r:1ber of his patients 

are transients from the interior who have corn.e to 

the hospital during a period of contract with timber 

merchants. These natives from the interior have had 

little contact with the Gospel before and therefore 

will take back hone some ideas that may open the 

way for frrture missionary work. In consideration 

oft-his, the sermon must be elementary in the truest 

sense, not concerned with Biblical or church history 

or doctrines. nHis aim is to :present the Christian 

L'I .. .J-1 
1. ai u11 as a followin3, an allegiance; not 

to substitute one form of superstition for another.nl 

Second, usually a text is taken from one of 

the first three Gospels or one of the better sayincs 

of St. ::,aul, and sorn.e Scripture story or one or two 

parables are added for explanation. The saying or 

text is repeated several times at the end in order 

that the hearers may remember the vrnrds and think 

about them later. 

r.rhird, an emphasis upon peace with God is made 

rather than upon preachins upon the Law, as though 

the heathen must have a thorou,rr-h grounding in the 

n10ral commandments before the Gospel can be proclaimed. 

. . . . . . 
1. Seaver, op. cit., p. 118 
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Often Schweitzer does preach on some con,,,iandr1ent 

but in addition to that he attem:)ts to awake in their 

hearts a longing for peace with God. The most savage 

of natives seems to understand vrhat is meant when 

Jesus is described :r ••• As He who brings peace with 

God into the hearts of nen and ·vrnmen ••• 11 Whatever 

the startinc,; point of the message, the innermost 

fact of becoming a Christian is emphasized, i.e., 

captivity to Christ. 

Fourth, the content of the sernon must be to 

the point, sinple, and illustrated from the e1q)eri

ence and life of the native. 

Fifth, whenever possible, an opportunity is 

sought in every sermon to speak of the emptiness of 

African superstitions: the nothingness of idols 

and fetishes, the mad delusion t}1at there are evil 

spirits and that fetishes and magicians are in 

-possession of supernatural 1;01.-,rers. 

11It is possible that the words ••• heaI'd in a 
single sermon at the Eospital may bring libera
tion to a man who is lmder the s:9ell of these 
horrible ideas.rr 

c. Typical }~xarnples o.f Sermons 

In view of these principles and methods of evan

gelizing the savages, a resume rrill be 0 i ven of 

three sermons or excer:Jts of sermons. Because very 

few of Schweitzer's sermons to natives are in print, 

a complete reference and illustrations of his 
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principles cqnnot be given. 

An exm:rple of a sernon v1hi ch is tal{8n from one 

of the Gospels and a.pplied to native life and experi-

ence is one on forgiveness. Ths incident taken is 

that of Peter 1 s question to Jesus vrhether 011 not it 

is enough to forgive one's brother seven times. A 

list of seven trials in the daily life of a native 

is given in r:rhich the of .fended native each time for-

gives the offender. A bad man insults the native 

but he keeps silent because the Lord Jesus says that 

one oucht to for2·i ve. Later, a nei 2)1bor 1 s goat eats 

his bananas but he drops any attempt to quarrel 

even though the neisr~bor lied in sayin; that the 

soat was not h~s. A difficulty comes up in a busi-

ness transaction in ~1ich another man lies, but the 

native reflects on how· many lies he himself has told 

for which God must forgive him. Somebody steals 

the native 1 s wood supply but he magnamimously drops 

the thought of making a fuss over it. Somebody takes 

his good bush knife and later he di2-covers his torch 

has been stolen and then again his boat. The native 

catclJ.es the nan who stole his boat and forgives him 

as he has forgiven the other six offenses of that day. 

j
1Horr you go home, happy and proud tb.at you have 
succeeded in naking yoarself forRive seven times. 
But if the Lord Jesus were to come into your 
village on that day, and if you were to step in 
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front of hh1 and think he i:rnuld 0::iraise you for 
it before all the people, he would say to you, 
as to ?eter, that seven times is not enough, 
but that you must for2;ive yet seven tines, and 
again, and yet again, and yet nany tir.1es before 
God can forgive you your niany sins ••• !I 

It will be observed that fuis nessage is ele

mentary, the text or incident is taken from a Gospel, 

the idea of peace vJi th God is the underlying purpose, 

the content of the sermon is to the point by its use 

of native experiences. Only the fifth principle 

seems to be lacking in the sermon, a principle which 

perhaps is not always present in a sermon. 

An exce]Jt of another sermon gives a graphic 

description of the activities of the IIoly Sp.rit. 1 

Ile is compared to the nearby river, in the upper 

part of the river there are turbulent currents and 

dangerous rapids. But the farther it flows the 

broader and more tranquil it becomes. nr:J.1he I~oly 

Spirit is like that. At first there is little sign 

of its presence in the savage hearts of 1:i.en. But 

little by little it grows stronGer and men become 

filled vdth it. n 'I'he sern.on goes on to tell of 

the difficulty the Holy spirit has in controlling 

the lives of men. '11rhe Holy spirit would prevent 

us from killing. It vrnuld prevent us from seeking 

. . . . 
1. Joy and Arnold, op. cit., n.p. 
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revenge. It would rule our lives even in our own 

homes. Je must seek to possess it.n 

It will be observed that this excerpt contains 

the most essential of the principles for evangelizing. 

s::'he lesson of the I:oly Spirit is elenentary for savage 

people, since their ideas of spirits and magic must 

be replaced by those of the Holy Spirit. The text is 

not civen in the excerpt, but the doctrine is cer-

tainly of the Gosi)els. An emphasis upon peace with 

God is im1)lied in the very messap,e, in the tranquil

lity which will cor.1e to nen 1.vho possess the Holy 

Spirit. Certainly the content of the sermon is 

related to lives of savage people. A0ain, no refer

ence is found in the printed material fol" illustrat

ing the last principle. 

The sermon preached on John the Baptist departs 

from Schweitzer's rule not to preach from historical 

bases. 1 First, b.e related the historical account 

of John's life a.nd 1:linistry and death. Second, 

John's message of repentance and its sicnificance 

for the hearers is considered briefly. Finally, 
j 

illustrations are given of Jesus' statement that John 

was the greatest of men, illustrations which are 

taken from native experiences. The conclusion of the 

. . . . . . . . . . 
1. Joy and Arnold, op. cit., n.p. 
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message was the speaker's hope that the hearers would 

try to find the true sreatness rrhich was the great-

ness of John. 

Althou;h this account is interesting and is told 

with elemental expression, it is difficult to see 

how it bec~1e attached to the thinkin~ of the native 

since it covers such a wide scope of time in the 

life of John. Therefore, this sermon does not foTiow 

the first principle of beins elementary in the sense 

of not teaching doctrine or history. The incident 

and events are taken from one of the Gospels, but 

are history rather than a saying. Ho emphasis upon 

peace with God is made althou?h that message is 

implied in the ideas of repentance, John's message. 

The content of the sermon is illustrated from native 

life. Su.persti tions are not dealt with. 

E. Educational Activities 

'.J11e1'ever an attempt is made to change the native I s 

mode df life into a more sustaining and independent 

life, the tducational process is taking place. Thus 

the scope of education is wide in concerning itself 

with conduct, labor, religion, health, and other 

phases of· nodern life Y.Ti th 7,rhich the primitive native 

is coming into fresh contact. C' • ._;o, in a sense, the 

details of educational activities have already been 

. . . . . . . . 
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considered. It only remains to point up this side of 

Schweitzer's missionary work. 

1. Teaching Health. 

A quarter of a century ago natives often had to be 

wheedled into entrusting themselves to the white doctor. 

Today, the hospital is accepted by native people as a 

natural part of their environment, a fact which testifies 

to the effectiveness of the hospital's healing program. 1 

A special victory in educating the natives is the number 

of confinement cases which now enter the hospital. For

merly women believed that the presence of male attendants 

at birth brought evil powers against the child. Now many 

of them accept male attendants. 

A further problem of education has consisted in 

teaching mothers proper child care. The confinement ward 

now gives the white nurse an opportunity of combatting 

false notions of child care, such as the widespread prac

tice of bathing a fevered baby in the cold river when it 

is sick.2 

Opportunities for health-education occur in the 

course of teaching the rules for living at the hospital. 

Natives, in the course of instructions which forbid using 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Ibid. n.p. 
2. "Busy Days in Lambarene" op. cit. 
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river water for drinking purposes and urge the use of a 

nearby well, are bound. to learn a valuable lesson to 

carry back to :their·v:illage.1 The need for cleanliness 

around the grounds is emphatically taught when the natives, 

grumbling and complaining, are forced periodically to 

clean the grounds completely. In answering their com

plaints, explanations are given as to health precautions. 

Such a lesson is valuable for the native, since his 

village is usually a notoriously filthy area where dis

eases of all kinds are spread. 

2. Teaching Better Living. 

Example is the best teaching method oftentimes and 

is used in teaching natives a better way of life. A long 

range program is under way to get natives to plant or

chards for offsetting vitamin deficiencies. Th~hospital 

sets the example by cultivating a large orchard and send

ing its fruit throughout the area. 2 

Natives still.face starvation during a rainy season 

because they refuse to clear their land for plantations 

by any other way than burning. At the hospital the ex

ample is set by clearing the ground without burningt and 

the native is taught the sensible action that is involved.3 

• • • • • • • • 

1. More from the Primeval Forest, p. 181 
2. Joy and Arnold, op. cit., n.p. 
3. "The Hospital at Lambarene During the War Years",op.cit. 
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Example is used in teaching the usefulness and 

dignity of labor. Schweitzer and his white staff often 

perform·suoh menial tasks as grave-digging, leveling 

sites, si.m.ple carpentry, carrying timber, and other 

things. That this phase of education is important in 

Schweitzer's opinion is indicated in his philosophy of 

missions·as previously considered. So important is the 

need for Africa to become independent and civilized 

through having her own....rn.eans of. subsistence that he 

wishes to contribute a small part by setting up a pro

gram for teaching the native practical agriculture.1 

Meanwhile, through the employment set-up at the hospital, 

many natives receive some idea of the meaning of labor, 

its dignity and useful place in the world. But often, 

the deeper understanding must be reached in order to 

realize the worth of labor, viz. the worth of people. 

Such a problem of education introduces that one of teach

ing gratitude and respect to the native. 

3. Teaching. Gratitude and Respect for Life. 

The root problem of teaching gratitude is that of 

respect for persons, the realization of man's universal 

relatedness. Inherent in all other teaching is the one 

that teaches the worth of man and of all life. The 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Seaver, op. cit., p. 125. 
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particular fascination that such teaching holds for the 

native is illustrated in the action of one of the savage 

natives. Schweitzer had previously saved some insects 

from needless destruction in the course of a task and 

had explained his reasons to the natives who were around. 

Later the savage native was overheard, teaching the same 

lesson of respect for life in a practical moment for its 

need when some other natives were about to destroy need

lessly some insects. 

The natives' total lack of an apparent sense of 

gratitude is often experienced in the hospital, as when 

a man who has been healed from painful hernia, disappears 

from the hospital, taking with him a mosquito net belong

ing to the hospitalo1 This constant problem of gratitude 

is taught to some extent by the insistence of a small 

gift, insignificant in actual value, for medical services 

rendered. 

That this lesson of gratitude is a cardinal prin

ciple of education is shown in the small ways in which 

it is constantly taught. Whether working in the garden, 

or erecting a building, or performing some slight favor 

for another, gratitude is being taught as a part of true 

living. One of many instances used to occur as a little 

• • • • • • • • 

1. JOY and Arnold, op.cit., n.p. 
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ritual after a patient had been operated upon and his 

. 1· d l pain re ieve • It must be remembered that local anes-

thesia was developed by Karl Schleich. Dr. Schweitzer 

would say to the patient after the operation: 

nsay thank you to the doctor." 
"Merci, Docteur." 
11Say thank you to Nurse Elise. 0 

ttMerci, Iviademoiselle Elise." 
nsay thank you to Nurse Pierre." 
"lVferci, Pierre. n 
"Say thank you to Bembo, who tied up your hands and feet. 1' 

1'Merc i, Bembo . n 
"Say thank you to Dr. Schleich. 0 

ttMerci, Docteur Schleich. t~ 

Then the patient was released. 

F. Summary 

Principles and .methods in the practical activities 

of Albert Schweitzer were considere.d in this chapter. The 

principle of independent and personal activity was 

achieved in a practical method called symbiosis, a method 

which permitted a relationship with an organization al

ready established on the mission field while also permit

ting independent work to be done. 

The tremendous building accomplishments testify to 

the effectiveness o~ methods used for adapting to the con

ditions of the moment in designing buildings, in securing 

laborers, and in getting building material. Because of 

. . . . . . 
1. Ibid. 
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the increased usefulness of the hospital and famine con

ditions, the third hospital was built largely by the 

method of self-help. Such a procedure required a special 

knack in handling the natives as well as being aware of 

the opportunity for employing them. 

Maintenance of the hospital is possible through two 

avenues: outside support of interested people, and the 

help of natives, a continuation of the method of self

help used in the building program. The method of self

help is made possible by orchards, a garden, and various 

industries on the hospital grounds which make the hospital 

largely self-supporting. 

Medical treatment of the natives requires adapt

ability on the part of the doctors in view of the great 

variety of diseases among the natives. The healing pro

gram has shown itself flexible through the years in .. meet

ing the specific needs as they arose. Particular methods 

have to do with constant alertness toward new medical dis

coveries and experimentation with them as conditions per

mit. Insofar as treating natives is concerned, one 

principle is that of adapting methods to the ways of the 

native , understanding him as an ignorant and super

stitious person, and educating him in the course of the 

treatment. 

In hospital administration, Schweitzer has retained 
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his original desire for independent and personal activity. 

This sort of activity is manifested in the independent 

decision he makes, decisions which are made from a 

practical understanding of conditions. Whether or not 

this kind of independence is a sign of weakness in not 

delegating full and complete departmental responsibility 

to other individuals is open to question. Howbeit, this 

desire for independent and personal activity constitutes 

an important principle, viz • .maintaining personal contact 

with the needs of the world and its suffering people. 

Religion in the hospital is spread among natives by 

two general methods which are adapted to native ways: 

personal teaching and worship services. Personal teach

ing permits the lesson to be given at the moment of great

est need and when it will be best understood. The service 

itself is not formal in the western fashion but is simple 

and adapted to the habits and ways of the most primitive 

natives. 

Schweitzer's principles for evangelizing by sermon 

take into account the ignorance and superstition of the 

native by attempting to be elementary in truth, by use of 

simple incidents and sayings from the first three Gospels 

or from St. Paul's sayings, by emphasizing the peace with 

God that comes through Jesus, by relating the sermon to 

native experiences, and by exposing superstition. 
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The effective and appealing manner in which these 

principles can be applied vvere illustrated from two 

sermon excerpts. That such principles are not followed 

inflexibly by Schweitzer was shown in a third illus

tration. 

Educational activities at the hospital are of such 

a nature that they are constantly going on. Outright 

teaching of health care has been effective in so many 

instances that the hospital is now regarded by the natives 

as a needed part of life. In any kind of relationship 

between native and hospital, such as the teaching of 

l1ospi tal rules, heal th education is unconsciously given . 

.A...r1 important method of education is that of personal 

teaching coupled with example. This is done especially 

in work about the hospital in the effort to teach the 

native a better way of living. Such teaching includes 

the usefulness of orchards, the proper clearing and cul

tivating of land, the dignity of labor, and other factors 

which enter into making civilization possible for the 

native. 

A root problem of educating the native is teaching 

respect for persons and living things. To teach such 

respect opens the way for teaching a sense of gratitude 

and responsibility toward others. Hence, gratitude is 

one of the main themes taught in all activities involved 

in the hospital. 
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CHAPTER V 

SUMJ:vf.ARY AND CONCLUSION 

A. Restatement of Problem 

The problem of this thesis has been to discover the 

missionary principles and methods of Albert Schweitzer 

and to examine them for usefulness today, seeking to 

answer the question: Which should receive greater em

phasis, the social gospel or the religious gospel? Or 

is a combination possible? 

B. Summary 

The first chapter showed the unique problem of evan

gelizing today due to the confusion brought on by in

ventions and luxuries which tend to give mixed motives to 

natives who seek Christianity. The two extreme emphases 

of missionaries were shown: The evangelist who seeks to 

change the native inwardly and the humanitarian who seeks 

to change the outward conditions of the native. Modern 

awareness of psychology and sociology teaches the miss

ionary not to convert the native to western ideas but to 

convert him to Christianity, accepting his culture and 

native forms as much as possible. It is significant that 

Schweitzer's first .sponsor was a missionary society which 

tends to take a middle view in its methods and which is 
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aware of th_e later psychological and sociological factors 

involved in missionary work. 

In Chapter II a study was made in order to discover 

the deeper principle of missions which was involved in 

Schweitzer's life. It was discovered that the unique com

bination of rational and religious factors in his life 

led naturally to the decision to become a missionary 

doctor. Thus, the motivation for missions was neither 

religious of itself nor rational. A study of Schweitzer's 

philosophy and thought revealed the wider view of religion 

and missions which he has. This wider view links human

itarian efforts with those of religious efforts, each 

complementing the other. But even in a religious work, 

the particular problem is a present world task, i.e., 

relieving the native of physical suffering and spiritual 

darkness. 

In Chapter III principles and methods were discovered 

in Schweitzer's wider relationships to the native. The 

main principle is that of identification with the people 

which is made possible by a knowledge of their ways. 

Other principles followed from this main one. The basic 

social structure of native life should be accepted as it 

is, refined and improved by Christian influences and 

ideas. The principle stated negatively is that secondary 

ethical maxims should not be enforced upon natives. 
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Undesirable parts of the social structure, such as 

polygamy, should not be destroyed by law but underlying 

social and economic factors should be fostered that will 

render such practices as needless. 

By understanding native law, the missionary may use 

many opportunities for bringing mercy and justice into 

cases while retaining the essential demands which native 

concepts of law make. Understanding the native's weak

nesses for stealing and cheating, the missionary can make 

tactful provisions to remove temptations from him while 

he is engaged in duties about the missionary's property. 

Understanding the system of superstitions thought which 

can fasten itself on the native mind, the missionary 

becomes reconciled to the fact that the educational pro

cess must be continuous. 

Schweitzer's method of employing native labor is 

much like that of other white employers in that he offers 

ij gift for a specific task. However, the gift is not a 

bauble or trinket but a useful article of some kind. In 

relationships between whites and blacks, the principle that 

must be followed is that of "moral imperialismtt, the rule 

of a moral character over the native. 

Chapter IV was a study of the principles and methods 

used by Schweitzer in his activities as a doctor and ad

ministrator, The principle of independent and personal 
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action is one that must be practiced by more people but 

the particular manner in which such activity is found 

must depend upon circumstances. The method of self help 

was used by Schweitzer in building his hospital and in 

maintaining it. The development of such a method must 

of necessity arise out of the needs and demands of the 

situation. The principle of self support should be used 

so far_ as possible in maintaining an institution such as 

a hospital. 

Adaptability to the native is a principle required 

in dealing with him in a specific manner such as in giv

ing medical aid. In administration and organization 

Schweitzer attempts to retain the principle of independ

ent and personal activity as the only effective means of 

ministering to the world. 

Spreading religion among natives involves two general 

methods: Personal teaching, which allows a lesson to be 

given at the neediest moment, and worship services. Wor

ship services are simple, informal, and adapted to native 

habits and conduct. Sermons must take into account the 

ignorance of the native by attempting to be elemental in 

truth, using simple sayings from the Gospels and St. Paul, 

emphasizing peace with God through Jesus, relating the 

sermon to native experiences, and exposing superstition. 

The main characteristic of education is its continual 
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process. In all activities the native is being taught, 

by forfa.al teaching and by example. A root problem is 

that of teaching the native respect for persons and life. 

One aspect of this is gratitude which is one of the n1ain 

themes taught in all activities of the hospital. 

C. Comparison and Conclusion 

The question at this point is: Where do these find

ings place Schweitzer in the matter of en1.phasis between 

humanitarian and religious factors? And in what respect 

does he show an awareness of later ideas of sociology and 

psychology? 

The latter question is more easily answered than the 

first. The study has shown that Schweitzer is very much aware 

of new ideas concerning the culture and mind of other 

peoples. The native is to be left in his village as much 

as possible during the civilizing process. Polygamy is not 

to be stamped out, but temporarily accepted until underlying 

social and economic forces are changed in the course of 

time. The missionary should adapt himself to meet the 

native on his own level of thinking, in matters of law and 

conduct, in teaching and evangelizing him. These are a 

few of many instances which indicate an understanding and 

practice of modern concepts. 

It is practically impossible to answer the question 
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concerning emphasis, inas.much·as Schweitzer's work 

itself is of a humanitarian nature. However, the study 

of his thought and philosophy showed a tendency to com

bine these -two emphases, permitting each to complement 

the other •. In his mind, Schweitzer has high regard for 

religious work among primitive peoples; it must precede 

the trade and commercial enterprises of modern countries. 

Moreover, the activities at the hospital give religious 

instruction and evangelizing an integral place in the 

program of the hospital. Therefore, on this basis, 

Schweitzer can be said to favor an effort to combine the 

two extreme viewpoints of .missions, viz. the evangelist 

and the humanitarian. 

Just as many thinkers disagree with Schweitzer over 

his philosophy and theology, so will many others find dis

agreement in the principles and methods he uses in miss

ionary activity. Of several points where disagreement is 

likely to occur, the principle of leaving intact the basic 

social and economic structure of native life is subject to 

most criticism. Sociologists disagree with the contention 

of those who claim that a disruption of native social 

structure is harmful to the cause; rather, the breakdown 

of customs may be the natural result where a new system 

of values is replacing an old.1 Thus this principle of 

• • • • • • • • 

1. International Review of Missions, Oct. 1937, pp.500-13. 
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Schweitzer is to be held in question. 

The principle of doing an independent and personal 

work has commendable features. But the danger entailed 

in the practice of such a principle is that the work 

may disintegrate after the activities of the interested 

person have ceased . 

.Another criticism involves Schweitzer's philosophy, 

his vievvpoin t that the missionary task is a present-world 

task. Much of Schweitzer's philosophy is personal and 

adapted to his own life and thought so that isolated 

points have lesser significance for others. It is ques

tionable whether or not others, if they had the viewpoint 

of a present-world task, would find a deep-lying incentive 

for missionary work. It is acknowledged even by Schweitzer 

that the more orthodox section of the church has thus far 

carried the larger burden of missionary activity. And 

that burden of missionary work has arisen out of the 

future-world vie1.11 as much as the present-world one. 

These criticisms are to suggest; only that the mis

sionary principles and methods of Schweitzer are open to 

further study and experiment; indeed, the purpose of the 

thesis has not been to discover principles that are ac

cepted by all, but to discover those of one man in order 

that they might be considered and evaluated. 

Even though many principles will not be accepted in 
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their entirety, there is always the warning hidden within. 

As one writer put it: The inability of Schweitzer to find 

a God who plans and organizes the affairs of the world 

has rendered him more responsive to a God who indwells 

and inspires. " ••• He oan teach us that all our conduct 

should be an acted prayer.n1 

That is Albert Schweitzer's lesson for us today. 

• • • • • • • • 
1. "The Ethioal Teaching of Albert Sohweitzer,tt A. c. Hogg 

International Review of Missions, April 1925, p. 251. 
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