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A STUDY OF THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS FOR
ITS PEDAGOGICAL IMPLICATIONS

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

A. The Subject of the Study

1. Séétement of the Subject

The Epistle to the Hebrews has been studied from
various viewpoints, such as the exegetical, theological,
and practical. These fields have been well covered. Yet
there is one area where the lack of study has been notable,
That is the field of pedagogy. In these déys when the
education of adults has begun to come into its own, we may
well turn our attention to a study of the pedagogy of the
Epistle to the Hebrews. | |

What are the aims of the éuthor?k What are his
methods? What are the educstional princiﬁles applied by
him? IS he an effective teacher? This thesis is an at-
tempt to answer these éuestions. The subject under con-
gsideration is =& study of the Epistle to the Hebrews for
its pedagogical implications, |
2., The Limits of the Subject

This thesis is limited to a study of the

2



.

Epistle to the Hebrews itself., It is not proposéd to
enter the field of higher criticism with regard to the
guestion of authorship or of the readers of the Epistle,
Neither is it planned to enter upon textual criticism.

The study is largely confined to the edition of the Bible
put forth by the American Revision Committee, although

the Greek text will be used for reference, The subject is
limited to the pedagogical implications of the Epistle to -
the Hebrews,

Be Justification of the Study

Comparatively little attention has been paid to
the pedagogical implications of the Epistle to the Hebrews.
For example, Robinson speaks of the "teaching" of the |
writer of the Epistle and adds:

", « the didactic and homiletic purpose of the Epistle
is never allowed to lie hidden for very long. Again
and again the writer interrupts the thread of his
reasoning to emphasizi the practical application of
what he has said . "

Westcott alludes to "the univerdal teaching of
the Epistle“2 and to "the characteristic teaching of the
Epistle to the Hebrews on the High-priesthood of Christ.“s
In another place he speaks of the writer as a teacher.4

] L] L L 4 L] L ]

1. Robinson, Theodore H.: The Epistle to the Hebrews.
1933, Introduction, pp. xviii-xix.

2, Westcott, Brooke Foss: The Epistle to the Hebrews.
Third Edition, Introduction, p. 1lvi.

3., Ibié., Introduction, p. 1x.

4, Cfe, Introduction, P liii.



Again he remarks that the writer "recognises a due rela-
tion between the scholar and his lesson . ." Iorgan,
in his study manual on the Apostolic Church, devotes

Part VII to "The Church Instructed by the Epistle to

2
the Hebrews, the Synoptic Gospels, and Acts." P, B.

Meyer in The Way into the Holiest, an exposition of

the Epistle to the Hebrews, has a chapter entitled
3 :
"Teaching by Contrast®, .Furthermore, Scott suggests

an interesting picture of a teaching situation when he
says that we may "think of the writer as addressing not
so much an ordinary congregation as an inner cirecle of

men who aspired to be teachers, and were aiming at deep-
4 ,
er insight into their Christian faith . " 1In addition

to these references there is a treatment of the pedagogy

of Hebrews 5:11-6:20 by Bruce in his chapters on "The
‘ 5
Teacher's Complaint" and "The Teacher's Charity." Such

brief mention of reference to the pedagogy of the Epis-
g
tle to the Hebrews--even in cases where & chapter or

two may have been devoted to the subject-~shows that the

-1, Ibid., Introduction, p. lxxxii.

2. Morgan, Charles Herbert: Studies in the Apostolic
Church. pp. 191-202,

3. Meyer, F. Be: The Way into the Holiest: Expositions

- of the Epistle to the Hebrews. pp. 161-168.

4, Scott, E, F.: ZEpistle to the Hebrews. p. 1l4.

5. Bruce, Alexander Balmain: The Epistle to the Hebrews:
The First Apology for Christianity, An Exegetical
Study. pp. 196-239,



field as a whole has not been covered.

C. The Method of Procedure

1. Approach to the Study

It is planned to approach the study of the
Epistle to the Hebrews from the educational viewpoint,
The book will be examined to determine whether the
readers of the Epistle were considered pupils; to de-
educational principles he applied; whether his methods
were those of & teacher; and finally, to asg if the
author is entitled to be considered a teacher.
2e Plan of the Study

The first point to be considered is that of
the pédagogical implications resulting from a consid-
eration of the readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews.
Under this comes a study of the economic, social, and

religious situations of the readers and gf their role

as pupils. The next chapter is devoted to a discussion

of the aims of the author from an educational view-
point. This leads naturally to the pedagogical impli-
cations resulting from a consideration of the author
of the Epistle to the Hebrews. This includes the edu-
cational principles and methods of the author, as well
as a discussion of his function as a pastor-teacher,
Tinally, the problem is restated, the study summsrized,

and the values noted.
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CHAPTER II

PEDAGOGICAL IMPLICATIONS RESULTING FROM A CONSIDERATION
OF THE READERS OF THE EFPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS

A, Introduetion

In any teaching situation the most prominent
elements are the teacher and the pupils. Probably the
first figure that comes into onet's mind when one thinks
of a teaching situation is the teacher. Yet it is not
primarily for the teacherts benefit that such an arrange-
ment exists. The pupils are the center of any real teach-
ing situation. As George Herbert Palmer remsrked, ". . a
teacher does not live ror himself, but for his pupil and
for the truth which hsvimparts.“l

The first matter to be considered is the readers
of the Epistle to the Hebrews. uay they be regarded as
pupils in a teaching situation? The evidence as to their
identity and as to their econoﬁic, social:yand religious
situations will be considered in the Epistle itself, and
further examined with the aid of historical and exegetical
gources., This procedure will be followed in order to de-
termine the pedagogical implications resulting from a con-

L] * [ ] ] ] *

1. Palmer, George Herbert, and Alice Freeman Palmer: The
Teacher: Essays and Addresses on Education, pe. 26.



-8-

sideration of the readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews.
This, then, will be the burden of the present chapter.

B, The Identity of the Readers of
the Epistle to the Hebrews

1. Historical Critical Evidence
- The question of the identity of the readers of the
Epistle to the Hebrews involves research in historical and
higher criticism which is beyond the scope of this thesis,
However, it is pertinent to consider briefly whether or not
they were Hebrews bécause of the bearing the answer has
upon the pedagogical implications resulting from a study of
the readers. | :
When Davidson spesks of the inscription "To the
Hebrews", he adds that although it is not original,
"Any one reading the Epistle now would stamp it with the
same title, apart from all tradition respecting its
origin or destination. ... ..8ll the information which
we gather from the inscription to the Epistle is, that
it was addyessed to Christian believers of the race of
Israel. .
Bruce pointg out that recently, 'igpeeially among
German scholars,” the tendency has been to set aside the
traditional view that the readers were Hebrews “an& to hold
that the first readers must have been Gentiles ..“2 He cone-
cludes, however, that the case has not been proved even

. o * & o L]

1., Davidson, A. B.: The Epistle to the Hebrews, pp. 9, 10.
2., Bruce. Op. ecit., p. 2.



approximately, and expresses his sympathy with Westcott's

verdict that the theory, no matter how ably it may be sup-
1

ported, is "'an ingenious paradox.'" Bruce adds:

"If the readers were indeed Gentiles, they were Gentlles
so completely disguised in Jewish dress, and wearing a
mask with so pronounced Jewish features, that the true
nationality has been auccessfully hidden for nineteen
centuries."

On this point, Robinson remarks:

"It does not even follow that tradition is right in
making the recipients Jews, for, though much of the
argument is based on the validity of the 0ld Testament,
this position was early assumed gn the Gentile Church,
a8 our oldest YApologies? show.®

Scott is so much in favor of the view that the

Epistle to the Hebrews "was meant for readers to whom Jewe
4

ish worship was a matter of remote and impersonal interest®
that he says:

"So long as the old theory was unchallenged, the Epistle
was & document of secondary valie., At most it could only
tegtify to the survival of a remnant of Jewish Christ-
ians who were impervious toc the forces that were opera-
ting in the churech at large.. « . « It belongs not to
some obscure side~current, dbut to the main stream of
Christian progress.® P

Thus it is seen that the problem of the nationality
of the readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews is by no means
settled. But at all events the readers must have been fa-

miliar with the 0ld Testament and acknowledged its author-

1. Ivid., pp. 3, 4.

20 Ibid., Pe 4'

3. Robinsons Op. cit., Introduction, p. xvii,
4, Scott. Op. cit.,, p. 18,

5, Ibid., pe. 20.
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ity. The early Apologists used thé Ola Testément freely.;
Why should not the suthor of the Epistie té the Hebrews, |
at an even earlier date than the Apologists?

Under a section to follow en‘the reiigious situa-
tion of the readerszthe éuestion whether;cr not they were
Christians will be discussed.

2. iﬁplications Relating to the Teaching Situation |

If the readers were Hebrew Christians, it is clear
that the author of the Epistle made use af\matgrial famile
iar to them. The opening verse tells of God's speaking iih
' the prophets® to the fathers. At bnee'a familiar note is

struck. The many quotatiena from the 0l1d Testament; the

references to lives of faith lived by the outstanding char-

acters of the 0ld Testament; the story of the sin of Israel
in the vilderness;‘the discussion of the Aaronic priesthood
and“the sacrificial syatém; and the brief description of

the tabernacle, would present sacred’ideas and pictures to
the minds of the readers if they were Jewy:, Good teaching
proceeds from the known to the unknown, That 1s what these

illustrations and references muat have helped the writer to

do for his readsrs if they were Hebrews..

On the other hand if the readers of the Epistle R
were Gentile christians, the question arises whether or net?"

these illustrations would have been of mnch hsly. Itigg,“'

.-fo¢‘0~

1. Cfc’RObinsoHQ Op. éito’ Intr@ductiaﬂ, P» xvii.lrgﬁﬁtt;

Opo cito, Pe 160A
2. See present study, Pe 20.
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evident, however, that the readers must have been familiar
with the Old Testament and acknowledged its authority or
else the author would not have made such wide use of it.
It is hardly conceivable that the author would have em-
ployed the 0ld Testament so frequently if he knew that it
had 1little meaning for his readers. We have seen in the
foregoing section that the Gentiles early used the 0ld
Testament in the same way that the Hebrew Christians did.
In this case the same pedagogical principles hold as for
the Hebrew readers. ;
C. The Economic‘and Social Bituation
of the Readers of the Epistle to
: the Hebrews
1. Their Ministration to the Saints and to Strangers
a. Ministrations Conducted in the Past and Present
It is evident that the readers of the Epistle to
the Hebrews were a generous group of people. The writer
speaks very highly of what they had done for the saints
in the past and for that matter were still doing. He re-
minds them that "God is not unrighteous to forget your
work and the love which ye showed toward his name, in that
ye ministered unto the saints, and still do minister.”l
They were the kind of people who not only did what they
considered to be their dﬁty but did it in such a way that
it showed their love for the Lord. There was no grudging

1. The Holy Bible. Hebrews 6:10.
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spirit about their giving, What is more they were still
doing tpese commendable things,

The kindliness and compassion of the readers of
the Epistle to the Hebrews is perhaps best shown in their
sympathy for those who were imprisoned.l Doubtless the
author of the Epistle has reference to some service ren-
dered to those who were in bonds. Sympathy without any
action would hardly have called forth his commendation.
Rendering aid to prisoneis in time of persecutian calls
forth all the courage an individual possesses since he may
be the next to be involved. The readers of the Epistle |
set Christian service above personal injury, harm, or
social ostracism,

But what light do these considerations throw upon
the economic situation of the readers of the Epistle? Ve
cannot tell whether or not there were members of wealth in

the church. But it is recorded that their possessions

! had been despoiled.2 It is probable thatgﬁhis implies
that they had at least a certain amount o} the goods of
this world. If they were not rich, their poverty is not
mentioned or implied except as it may be inferred as the
result of persecution., But since it is noted that the
readers were still ministering to the saints, it is probdb-

1. Cf., Hebrews 10:34.
2e Cfc, Hebrews 10:34.
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able that they had some means left or had acguired money
or goods after the former persecution ceased, Westcott
points out that "..they were in a position to be generous,
and for this trait they were and had been distinguished
(vi. 10).«1 ‘
b. Ministrations Urged for the Future

The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews urgés his
readers to continue their good works. Not only is this a
general exhortation, but it is his desire for each one of
them, As he says: "..we desire that each one of you may
show the same diligence unto the fulness of hope even to
the end: that ye be not sluggish, but imitators of them
who through faith and patience inherit the promises.“2 He
has a purpose in thié exhortation beyond that of meeting
the needs of those who are in want--worthy as that may be.
It is that of keeping his readers active in service for
others in order that they may grow themselves; They are
to be spurred on by the example of those ¥who through
faith and patience inherit the p:‘.'om'issesat."'B

In a later passage we find this exhortation in a
somewhat different form. We read: "..let us consider one

4
another to provoke unto love and good works. ." Not only

1. Westcott. Op. cit., Introduction, p. xxxvi,
2. Hebrews 6:11,12.

3. Hebrews 6:11,12.

4, Hebrews 10:24.,



is each eihorted to engage in good works, but he is to ex-
hort others to take part in the same enterprise. It is
interesting to notice that "love and good works" are
joined together by the author of the Epistle.

There is aﬁofher verse mhich does not mention
either good works or ministration but which seems to indi-
cate that such are understood. This reference reads:
"Forget not to show love unto strangers: for thereby some
have entertained angelsvunawares.“l Bvidently the love for
strangers is to be shown in such a practical way as hospi-
tality. This ministration fo strangers is urged immediately
after the exhortation "Let love of the brethren continue.“z
It may be that the readers of the Epistle, while still re-
membering their brethren in love,‘were careless about their
treatment of strangers.

The author of the Epistie to the Hebrews evidently
considered that the service of sympathy for those who were
suffering was worthy of continued practice since he included
it among his final exhortations, He saysgi PRemember them
that are in bonds, as bound with them; them that are ill-
treated, as being yourselves also in the body."5

There are three exhortations in a group. The first
is to continue to ®"love . « « the brethren . . "™ The

1. Hebrews 13:2,
2. Hebrews 13:1,
3., Hebrews 13:3.



second is to "Forget not to show‘love unto strangers. ."
The third is to "Remember them that ate in bonds . .5 -
the most difficult and testing of the three since it may
bring personal‘danger.1

The author's final exhortation with regard to good
works and the ministration to others is this: "But to do
good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacri-
fices God is well pleased.“g Here we find ministration
raised to the level of sacrifices well-pleasing to God.

All these instances where the author of the Epistle
to the Hebrews exhorts his readers to future ministration to
the saints, and to strangers as well, leave the impression
that the recipients of the Epistle were now in an economic
position to respond to this plea. The impression is height-
ened by the author urging the readers to be "free from the
love of money" and te be "content with such'things ag ye
1rx‘a9.~ana..“:5 The readers are exhorted to minister, not as though
it were something new but rather, a contigyatian of and
growth in a process already started,

24 Theii Former Sufferings |

When one inquires into the question of the suffer-
ings of the readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews, one
finds material that relates not only to thelr economic

L} » * * L L J

1. Hebrews 13:1-3.
2, Hebrews 13:16,
%, Hebrews 13:5.



situation but also to their social condition. One reads:
"But call to remembrance the former days, in which,

after ye were enlightened, ye endured a great conflict
of sufferingsj partly, being made a gazingstock both by
reproaches and afflictions; and partly becoming partak-

ers with them that were so used., For ye both had come

passion on them that were in bonds, and took joyfully

- the spoiling of your possessions, knowing that ye have
for yourselves a better possession and an abiding one.,"

1
Evidently the readers of the Epistle had endured a variety
of sufferings. The reproaches of their persecutors may
have been the hardest of their trials to endure. No one
enjoys ridicule--even without mateiial or physical suffer
ing. The criminal is not immune to the taunts of his fel-
lows, But when ridicule is accompanied by afflictions,
imprisonment, and loss of property, its edge is even keener.‘
It is only the real Christian who can take the spoiling of
his possessions under such circumstances joyfully. Their
spiritual hope was an ever-present and abiding possession,

The text seems to indicate that the readers of the

i Epistle had not yet been subject to martyrdom.2 They had
not made the greatest sacrifice., The exanple of Jesus is
held up before them as one who was despised and spoken
against by sinners, that they might not faint. He had re-
sisted sin to the death as they had not yet dome.

Then comes that section on chastisement by the

3
Heavenly Father of His sons. Here we have another expla-

L4 L L4 L] L] *

1. Hebrews 10:32-34.
2. Cf., Hebrews 1l2:4,
50 Cfo, Hebrews 12:5"13@
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nation of some of their sufferings. It is a sign that they
are sons and not bastards.

Davidson makes this comment with regard to their
sufferings:

" o their history had been one of varied vicissitudes,
for on the back of their first faith they had been sub-
jected to sharp persecutions (x. 32), though presumably
their later history, until recently (xii. 4, 11-13), had
been more peaceful, Their former persecutions, though
in the midst of them they had been subjected to great
reproach and loss of goods, and even imprisonment in
gsome quarters, had perhaps not gone so far as to ca{ry
any of them to the stake (x. 32 with xii. 4. . .)."

In another place he adds: ", . this does not mean that in
their present troubles persecution had not gone the length

of bloodshed, but that in their history as a chure¢h they
, ‘ 2
had not yet been called upon to shed their blood." West-

cott pictureg the sufferings of the readers thuss

"In earlier days they had borne reproasch and hard-
ships: x. 32 ff.,; still they thad not yet resisted un-
to blood*: xii., 3ff.; though some at least 'in bonds!?
claimed their sympathy and help: xiii. 33 and perhaps
their for%er tleaders' had suffered even to martyrdom:
xiii, 7."

In speaking of the indifference of %he readers of
the Epistle, Scott says:

"It was partly a consequence of persecution-~all the
more difficult to bear because it was not of the kind
which evoked heroic effort, Under the contempt and ill~
usage of their heathen neighbours the believers had
grown weary, and were half-ashamed of a religion which
involved them in social ostracism., The pressure from
without had discouraged them the more easily because of
grave inward weakness."

. . Ld L] L ] .

1. Davidson. Op. cit., pp. 10, 11.

2. Ibid. p. 235, '

3, Westcott., Op. cit., Introduction, pp. xxxvi, xxxvii,
4. Scott. Op. cit., pp. 2R3, 24.
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The sscial aituation of the readers, then, as shown
by a review of their aufferings, was an extremely difficult
one.

Se Their Ebral Situatian |

The Epistle to the Hebrews devotes a comparatively
small amount of space to the moral situation of the readers
but what is said is very pertinent,

The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews exharts
the readers:

"Follow after peace with sll men, and the sanctifi-
cation without which no man shall see the Lord: 1looking
carefully lest there be any man that falleth short of the
grace of Godj; leit any root of bitterneas springing up
trouble you ..

Evidently the author felt that the readers of the Epistle to
the Hebrews needed to live in harmony with one another.
Perhaps the church life was not always peaceful and express-
ive of a true Christian spirit, for he warns against the
danger of bitterness causing many to be deﬂled.2

The readers of the Epistle to thefﬁebrews are eXe-
horted to honor the marriage rélationship. *Let marriage
be had in honor asmong all...for fornicators and adulterers
God will judge.*s Another verse warns against fornication
and also against being profane as was Esau when he sold his

4
birthright for "one mess of meat."

1. Hebrews 12:14, 15,
2., Cf.,, Hebrews 12:15.
3. Hebrews 13:4,
4, Hebrews 12:16,



4, Implications Relating to the Teaching Situatién

Consideration of the economic and social situation
of the readers of the Epistle, showsthat they were apt
pupils., The author has nothing but commendation for their
ministration to the saints both in the past and present,
He urges them to continue this, In the case of strangers,
there is a slight hint that they might have occasionally
forgotten to show kindness in the past.

In the days of their former sufferings they had
behaved commendably, Their compassion for those who suf-
fered was also praise-worthy. However the writer reminds
them that they "have not yet resisted unto blood .. “1

Such readers had apparently learned the lesson of
service fairly well. They were willing to give of their
means and sympathy. They were willing to do that even
when it involved personal risk as in the case of minister-
ing to those who were in bonds, The author had but to
build upon the foundation already laid, to urge his read-
ers on to higher achievements, They pl ied the part of
pupils well in this instance.

The readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews are
urged by the author to attain the highest moral standards.
Failure will be judged by God. A motive is given to the
readers as pupils in a life situation. It is true that

] s ¢ @ s @

1. Hebrews 12:4.
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the motive relates to the future, but as Doctor Horne

writes: "The best growth includes preparation as a part of
1

its motivation.™

D. The Religious Situation of the Readers
of the Epistle to the Hebrews

l. They Were Professing Christians
When the religious situation of the readers of the
Epistle to the Hebrews is considered the question arises
whether or not they were Christians., It is evident from
the text that the readers were Christians.2 In the first
chapter the author speaks of God's final revelation in His
Son and shows how the Son is superior to the angels, Then
the writer, in speaking of the angels says:
"Are they not,ali ministering spirits, sent forth to do
service for the sake of them that shall inherit salva-
tion? Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed
;gozgzhzgfggs that were heard, lest haply we drift away
The writer is speaking to people who had heard the
Gospel and were familiar with it, but who might be in dan-
ger of drifting away from it. The authorf; kindly ineclu-
sion of himself in this last group is direct evidence that
the readers were Christians, Probably the crowning evi-
dence to their Christianity is that the writer addresses

4
them as "holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling."

1. Horne, Herman Harrell: The Democratic Philosophy of
Education; Companion to Dewey's Democracy and Education.
p. 620

2. Cf., Hebrews 1l:1l4; 2:1.

3. Hebrews l:14; 2:1.

4., Hebrews 3:1.
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In fact the entire Epistle shows plainly that it was writ-
ten for people who were Christians.

Next, it maybe asked how the readers had become
Christians, The answer is that those who had heard the
story of salvation from Jesus had told them. God had borne
witness to the Gospel "both by signs and wonders, and by
manifold powers, and by gifts of‘the Holy Spirit, according
to his own will.“l There is the view that the readers of
the Epistle were "Christians of the second or third genera-
tion.“2 No final statement can be made on this point since
it depends upon the date, authorship, and destination of
the Epistle--upon the first of which there is not agreement
and the last two of which are unknown,

2. They Were in Need of Spiritual Growth

Although the readers of the Epiétle to the Hebrews
were Christians they had by no means reached the stage of
growth which the author desired for them,

a. They Were in Danger of Drifting P
The readers were in danger ofrdri;ting away from
what they had heard. As Bruce describes it: "They are
in danger of slipping away from the Christian faith, as a
boat is carried past the landing-place by the strong
current of a stream (chap. 11.:!.).":5

¢« & + e ¢ ®

1. Hebrews 2:4.
2. Secott. Op. cit., p. 24.
3. Bruce. Op. cit., p. 8.



' The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews points
out that if the word which came through angels was stead=-
fast and any transgression was punished, they could not
éscape who negiected the salvation, spoken ﬁhrcugh the
Lord and confirmed to them by human witnesses and God's
signs, wonders, powers, and %gifts of the Holy Spirit".l

b. They Were in_Danger of Unbelief and Disobedience
Drifting leads almost imperceptibly to unbelief,
and unbelief to disobedience., 1In fact unbelief is dise
obedience, In the third chapter the author warns the
readers:
"Take heed, brethren, lest haply there shall be in any
one of you an evil heart of unbelief, in falling away
from the living God. . . . And to whom sware he that
they should not enter into his rest, but to them that
were diSO§edient? And we see thag they were not able
to enter in because of unbelief.,"
In the'fourth chapter the suthor Qontinues to warn his
readers. He fears lest any one of them might seem to come
short of entering into God's rest. He does not want any
of them to fall as did Tevael in the wilabrmess.
c. They Were in Danger of Retarded Growth
The lack of spiritual growth of the readers of the
Fpistle to the Hebrews is set férth in most pronounced

[ Ld . [ * *

1. Cf., Hebrews 2:1-4, Additional references on drifting
(Eebrews 3:12, 13, 18, 19; 4:1, 11; 5:11-6:12; 10:25-313
13:9) are discussed in the sections which follow,

Ppe R2R= 25.
2. Hebrews 3:12, 18, 19.
2. Cf., Hebrews 4:1, 11.
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l .
fashion by the author, They had "become dull of hearing®

and therefore could not grasp the truths he would present,
Not only had they ceased to grow but they had even retro-
greséed. Instead of being teachers, they needed to have
"the first principles™ taught to them agaih. They could
take only spiritual milk because they were not yet ready
for solid food. Bruce presents this picture of them:
"They have become dull in hearing, and in all their
spiritual sensess they are in their dotage or second
childhood, and need again to be fed with milk, i.e. to
be taught anew the rudiments of the Christian faith,
instead of with the strong meat which befits spiritual
manhood (chap. v. 11-14).72
Why was this the case? It was because they were "inexpe-
rienced in the word of righteousness." They had not used
their senses to "distinguish between good and evil® and
therefore could not eat the "solid food." That was for
"fullgrown men” who had exercised their senses. The
writer goes on to express his desire to lead his readers

3
on to perfection or "full growth".

d. They Were in Danger of Falling Awmgw
Tn connection with unbelief the author of the
Epistle to the Hebrews mentions "falling away from the
living God."4 In the sixth chapter5 he discusses the
case of the one who, after being enlightened, tasting

[ . ] L] L L]

1. Cf., Hebrews 5:11-6:3,
2. Bruce. Op. cit, p. 8.
z, Cf.,, Hebrews 6:1.

4, Hebrews 3:12.

5. Cf., Hebrews 6:4-6,
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"the heavenly gift," and partaking "of the Holy Spirite,
*fell away". Such an individual could not be renewed

"unto repentance" as long as he was crucifying "the Son
of God afresh"., In this connection, Bruce speaks of the

readers thus:

"Their gstate is such as to suggest to a faithful in-
structor, anxious for their welfare, thoughts of a final
apostasy and malignant renunciation of Christ, and to
call up before his mind the unwelcome picture of a land
well tilled and rained upon, yet bringing forth only
thorns and briers, and, so, nigh unto cursing (chap. vi.
6-8). Evidently those of whom such things can be said
are men who have never had insight into the essential
nature and distinctive features of the Christian relig-
ion; who, with the lapse of time, have fallen more and
more out of sympathy with the faith they profess, and
who are now held to it chiefly by a tie of custom, which,
under the stress of outward trial, may be snapped at

any moments insomuch that their friend who writes to
them feels it necessary to make a desperate effort to
rescue them from the impending danger by trying to show
to them what is so clear to his own mind, the incompa-
rable excellence of the Christian religion.*l

The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews adds that he is
"persuaded better things of" his readers--"things that.
accompany salvation.," Their works and love were such that
God would remember them, However, the writter urges them
to keep on with their ministrations unto the very end in
order that they might not become sluggish but imitate "them
who through faith and patience® inherited the promises.2

A final warning against falling away may be seen in
the words: "Be not carried away by divers and strange

1. Bruce, Op. cit., pp. 8,%.
2. Hebrews 6:9-12.
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teachings: for it is good that the heart be established

by grace; not by meats wherein they that occupied them-
1

‘selves were not profited,”

e. They Were in Dangei of Wﬁlful Sin

The danger described in Hebrews 10:26-31 is that
of wilfully sinning after knowing the truth. There is no
sacrifice for this, the author states, only a "fegrful
expectation of judgment, and a fierceness of fire which
shall devour the adversaries.“2 The author was warning his
readers against danger rather than saying that they had
committed such sin. This is shown by his reference in}the
next paragraphB to their former sufferings and his exhor-
tation that they keep their boldness and develop patience.

f. They Were in Danger of Forsaking the Assembling
of Themselves Together

Another evidence of the lack of gspiritual growth
smong the readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews is found
in the fact that some of them were neglecting or rather
forsaking their assembling with one anothepmpt The value of
group worship was recognized by the author. Not only was
each one to attend but he was to exhort others to do like-
wise. Group worship contsined elements which the readers

4
needed in order to grow properly in their spiritual lives,

1. Hebrews 13:9,

2. Hebrews 10:27.

2, Cfey Hebrews 10:32-39.
4, Cf., Hebrews 10:25.
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e They Were in Need of Increased Faith _

The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews recognized
that his readers needed increased faith to make their
spiritual lives what they should be. He says: *Wherefore
+ + « consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confes-
sion, even Jesus; who was faithful to him that appointed
him, as also was Moses in all his house."l One who is
faithful in God's service is living his faith. Jesus was the
supreme example, of course, but Moses waé very important
in the minds of the readers of the Epistle, whether theyv
Awere Jewish Christians or Gentile Christians, who had re-
ceived the 0ld Testament when they accepted Christianity.

Again, the author sets forth the need for greater
faith by showing what happened when "the word of heéring
« o« o wWas not united by faith with them that heard"2 in
the case of Israel in the wilderness.

In the sixth chapter he urges his readers to imi-
tate thosés"who through faith and patiencgkinherit the
promises.™

After his great sections on Jesus as High Priest
and Sacriffce, the author urges his readers to draw near
to God "with a true heart in fulness of faith®™ and to
"hold fast the confession of your faith that it waver not;
for he is faithful that promised .."4 He concludes the

. * . - - .

1. Hebrews 3: 1,2.

2. Hebrews 4:2.

3« Hebrews 6:12.

4. Hebrews 10:22, 23.
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tenth chapter with the words: "But we are not of them that
shrink back unto perdition: but of them that have faith

1
unto the saving of the soul."

Then comes the "faith chapter" with its illustra-
tions from the faithful men and women of the 0ld Testament.
How the hearts of the readers must have thrilled as they
read these wonderful stories!. The writer does not lose
this opportunity to stir them to similar exploits, for he
says?

"Therefore let us alsc, seeing we are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us,
and let us run with patience the race that is set before
us, loocking unto Jesus the author and perfecter of our
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising shame, and hath sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God."? _

Finally, the author of the Epistle urges his read-
ers to imitate the faith of those who "had the rule over®
them as they consideréd the issue of the lives of their

3 ‘
former leaders.
h. They Were in Need of Sanctificatioh

The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews exhorts
the readers to "follow after peace with all men, and the

4
sanctification without which no man shall see the Lord .."

Sanctification is esseéntial to their spiritual growth.

1, Hebrews 10:39.
2, Hebrews 12:1,2.
3. Cf., Hebrews 13:7.
4, Hebrews 12:14.
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Doctor Thomas points out that sanctification has a twofold
meaning: "Sanctification is, first, an act of God in
setting us apart for Himself, and, then, a process whereby
we recognize this and live for His glary."l Doctor Thomas
makes reference to a passage from Hebrews: "By which will
we have been sanctified through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all,“2 This verse presents the
first meaning of "ganctification.” The second usage of the
word appears in the exhortation of ihe author to *follow
after peace with all men, and the sanctification without
which no man shall see fhe Lord .. “3
3¢ They Were under the Rule of Church Teaders

Evidently certain men "had the rule” in religious
affairs over the readers of the Eﬁistle to the Hebrews.
These are spoken of in several ways in the text.

a. They Were Ixhorted to Remember the Church Leaders

These leaders were men ﬁho spake God's word tb the

readers.4 Whether they were the ones wh9~§}ought the Gospel

5
originally is not clear., They may have been leaders who

‘developed within the group itself during the years that had

passed since their conversion. At all events they proclaim-

ed God's message to the readers., Their lives were such that

. L] L] . * L]

1. Thomas, W.H. Griffith: What is Sanctification,
2. Eebrews 10:10.

5- Hebrews 12:140

4, Cfa, Febrews 13:7.

5., Cf., Hebrews 2:3.



the issue was to be considered. Probably this is a tribute
to their Christ-likeness of iife. Perhaps the‘issue of
their lives was martyrdom.l Their faith was to be imitated
by the readers of the Epistle.
b. They Were Exhorted to Obey the Church Leaders

The author exhorts his readers to obey those ruling
over them in spiritual affairs.g They were to submit to
their leaders, The reason given for this command is worthy
of note as suggeéting the type of men who were leaders,
They were men who watched over the souls of those under
them because they felt responsible for their stewardship.
The author urges his readers so to live that their leaders
might give an account joyfully "and not with grief.“ The
latter case would be unprofitable for the readers them-
selves.s

C. They Were Exhorted to Salute the Church Leaders

The readers were given a final command with res?ect
td their behavior toward their 1eaders.4v$ﬁhey‘were to be
saluted or greeted by the readers; Doubtless the saluta-
tion of those %of Italy"®™ was to be conveyed to the leaders
as well as that of the writer of the Epistle, Probably
it was understood that the readers were to share the
Bpistle with their leaders,
1. Cf., Westcott. Op. cit.,, Introduction, p. xxxvii,
2. Cf., Hebrews 13:17.
2. Cf., Hebrews 13:1%.
4, Cf., Hebrews 13:24,

21248
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4, Implications Relating to the Teaching Situation

The religious situation of the readers of the
Epistle to the Hebrews was not good. They were professing
Christians, it is true, but they had not grown spiritually,
When they should have been teaching others, they had need
-for more elemental instruction. They were slow and dull,
The readers were not ready for advanced wo rk. Nevertheless,
the author felt that they must press on to perfection or
"perfect growth".

When Bruce lonks at the author of the Xpistle as a
teécher, he says:

", , he refrains from entering on ample discourse . . .
on the Melchisedec priesthood, because his spirit is
disturbed by the recollection that he writes to persons
dull of apprehension, at once ignorant, indolent, and
prejudiced, unable and unwilling to take in new ideas,
and, like horses with blinders on, capable of seeing
only straight before them in the direction of use and
wont, and therefore certain to find tge thoughts he is
about to express hard to understand.™

"Je desires to teach; but he can teach only in so far
as there is receptivity in his scholars. "<

¥
"Recalling the kindly deeds of hi! slow-minded
pupils, the teacher almost repents of the alarming tone
in ngch he has addressed them, and becomes apologetic

"
¢

Furthermore, Davidson points out that

", . there were perhaps some symptoms showing themselves
of a mistrust of their teachers, and suspicion of their
teaching, possibly owing to influences from without

(xiii. 17, 18),==to which influences may alsoc have been

. L4 [ ] * L .

1. Bruce. Op. cit., p. 196,
2. Ibid., p. 200.
3. Ibid., pp. 221, 222.
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due a tendency to busy themselves with Teats, and to
be carried aside by strange teachings.l

The examples of the faithfulnessg of Jesus and of
¥oses, as well as one entire chapter,2 furnish illustra-
tions for the author's pupils. He proceedé from the known
to the unknown. The writer does not regard their condition
as hopeless, for he encourages them by saying: "But we
are not of them that shrink back unto perdition; but of
them that have faith unto the saving of the soul."3

The author of the Epistle gives his readers ex-
amples to imitate among their former leaders who perhaps
"had suffered even to ﬁartyrdom‘"4 They are exhorted to
obey their present leaders, and to give them the writerts
greeting, To a certain extent it is true that pupils
cannot learn unless they obey théir teachers, Their
leaders doubtless were also theirteachers.5 Certainly

the carrying of greetings from the writer to their lead-

& ers would give them opportunity to serve those who watch-
o ¥
ed "in behalf of" their souls. !
F. Summary

Examination of the evidence as to the identity
of the resders of the Epistle to the Hebrews and as to

their economic, social, and religious situations g with a

1. Davidson., Op. cit., p. 12,

2, Cf., Hebrews 1ll.

3. Hebrews 10:39,

4. Westcott. Ibid., Introduction, p. xxxvii,
50 Cfo’ H"e.breWS 13:7‘
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view to determining the pedagogical implications of these
factofs has yielded cerfain results presented in the fore-
going chapter, According to the historical critical
evidence the nationality of the readers of the Epistle to
the Hebrews cannot be finslly determined, But nothing

was found which denied the possibility or probability that
the readers were familiar with the Old Testament., If they
were Hebrews, the author followed the pedagogical principle
of preceeding from the known to the unknown, If they were
Gentiles, femiliar with the Old Testament, the same
principle would apply. It is scarcely conceivable that the
author would have made such extensive use of the 0ld Testa-
ment if his readers had not been familiar with it,.

When the economic and social situation of the
readers is considered, several points are evident, The
suthor commends their ministration to the saints both in
the past and piesent and urges them to cantinue this
practice., There is a hint that they migh}»have failed
occasionally in their duty to strangers. However, they
have learned the lesson of s;rvice well, The author
praises their ministration to those who were in bonds as
well as their own endurance of the loss of good. Morally
the readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews are urged to
attain the highest standards., God will judge their faile
ure., Here the author gives them a motive to guide their

future aection.
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Consideration of the religiocus situation of the
readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews shows that they
were professing Christians but that they were in need of
spiritual growth., This latter fact is evident since they
were in danger of drifting, of unbelief and disobedience,
of retarded growth, of wilful sin, and of forsaking the
assembl ing of themselves together, They were in need of
increased faith and of sanctification. Degpite this
picture the author is eager to lead them onward toward
perfection, He wishes them to become fullgrown men
spiritually. The author seeks to strengthen their faith
by examples of men and women from the Old Testament,

Thus he again uses the pedagogical principle of preceeding
from the known to the unknown.

It is concluded from the above examination of
evidence that the readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews
may be considered as pupils in a teaching situation,
under a superdb teacher about whom the stuﬁy to follow

w

will center,
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CHAPTER III
THE AIM OF THE AUTHOR OF THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS

A. Introduction

In the foregoing chapter it was concluded that the
readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews might be considered
as pupils in a teaching situation. The problem which
follcws this, then, is to consider the aims of the teacher-
author. Did he write the Epistle with a éurpose such as a
teacher might have? 1In the text of the Epistle are direct
gtatements or intimastions of his aims to be found? If so,
may they be interpreted from an educational view-point?
This chapter is an attempt to answer these questions, and
to classiff the aims of the author of the Epistle to the
Hebrews., The aims shall be determined by direct statements
of purpose made by the author and by his exhortations and
commands to the readers. The method of gfegésis will be
used as an aid to defining the meaning of certain terms
within these statements of aim,

B. An Analysis of the Epistle to the
Hebrews for the Authort's Aim

After the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews has
set forth "Christ's superior claim to be heard when He
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speaks in God's name to men," he says: "“Therefore we

ought to give the more earnest heed to the things that
were hesrd, lest haply we drift away from them."2 Wést-
cott observes that this is "a logical necessity and not a
moral obligation"5 to which the author directs his readers.
In either case it is the direct aim of the author of the
| Epistle to the Hebrews to have the readers ". . give the

more earnest heed to the things that were heard ,.“4 He
urges this in order that they may not drift away. Further-
more he points out that ®, . if the word spoken through
angels proved stedfast, and every transgression and disobes-
dience received a just iecompense of réward «s" they could
not hope to escape if they neglected the salvation spoken
at first by the Lord and then confirmed to him and others
by those who heard.5 In this is seen that his direct aim
is to have them ", . give the more earnest heed to the things
that were heard .."6

5 The author next points out that Jesus was made like
His brethren in order "that he might becomgpa merciful and
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God."7 This he
does in order to direct his readers to "consider the Apostle

8
and High Priest® of their "confession, even Jesus." It is

L] L4 L] - L] [ 4

l. Cf., Hebrews chapter 1. See Bruce. Op. c¢it., p. 5%.
2. Hebrews 2:1.

3. Westcott. Op. cit., p. 36.

4, Hebrews 2:1.

5. Cf., Hebrews 2:2, 3,

6. Hebrews 2:1.

7. Hebrews 2:17.

8., Hebrews 3:1.
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of significance to the present study to note that fhe verd
T

"consider™ represents the Greek word Kutx¥vee€|Vv .which,

sccording to Wbstcott, "expresses attention and continuous
obgervation and'regard ..“l The verb form used is the ao0-
rist imperative., Westcott's view supports that of Dana and
Mentey who point out that the aorist imperative may denote
action to be undertaken at once.2 The author of this
EpiStle, therefore, would have his readers begin at once
to fix their attention upsn Jesus and concentrate their
study of Him, The reason for this, he states, is that his
readers are Christ's house, "if we hold fast our boldness
and the glorying of our hope firm unto the end.,“5 There-
fore his aim is to have the readers begin at once to fix
their attention upon Jesus and concentrate their study of
Him, |

In 3:12 there is the command to "Take heed, breth-
reh, lest haply there shall be any one of you an evil
heart of unbelief, in falling away from the living God ,."
The author here indicates that he aims to wgfn-the readers
against unbelief because it involves a "falling away from
the living God."4 He knows that unbelief will lead to disa-
obediencé, that it is, in fact, disobedience. This is borne
out by his exhortation in 43ll: "lLet us therefore give
diligence to enter into that rdst that no man fall after the

1. Westcott. Op. cit., p. 75.
- 2, Cf,, Dana, H.E., and Julius R, Mantey: A Manual Grammar
of the Greek New Testament. p. 300,
2. Hebrews 3:6.
4, Hebrews 3:12,
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same example of disobedience," The example of disobedif
ence he finds in Israel's failure to enter into Ca,naa,n.l
Consequently his aim is to warn them against unbelief,

In 4:14 the author then recurs to the idea of
Jesus as high priest and urges his readers to hold fast
their conféssion. This he does on the basis that their
high priest is not one who cannot feel human infirmities,
but has been tempted in every way that man 15.2 Not 'only
are the readers to hold fast their confession but the
author exhorts them to "draw near with boldness unto the
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and may find
grace to help us in time of need."3 His aim here, then,
is to have his readers hold fast their confession and
take advantage of the offer of mercy and grace for the
#time of need." |

The author next points out that as men do not bee

come high priests except as they are "called of God « « o

'So Christ alsc glorified not himself to bemade a high

4 b
priest .. Moreover Jesus did not belong to the Aaronic
: } 5

order of priesthood but to that of Melchizedek, At this
point the author of the Epistle realizes that his readers
are not yet ready to appreciate what he has to say about

. * * . » ]

1, Cf., Hebrews-4:1-10.
Le. Cfo, Hebrews 4:15.

3. Hebrews 4:16.

4, Hebrews 5:4, 5.

5. Cf., Hebrews 5:6, 10,
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Melchizedek, Therefore he makes a digression in which he
points out that instead of being teachers they are in need

of elementary instruction and that instead of partaking of
1
golid food they can take only milk. nwherefore," he says,

"leaving the doctrine of the first principles of Christ,
let us press on unto perfection; not laying again a
foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith
toward God, of the teaching of baptisms, and of laying
~on of hands, and of resurréction of the dead, and of 2
eternal judgment. And this will we do, if God permit."

Here it is noted that there is not only an exhortation by

the author but a direct statement of his aim: " , . this
3
will we do, if God permit"--that is, " . . press on unto
4.

perfection ,."  Westcott remarks on this point that
"The fulfilment of the Apostle's purpose is not made in

any way to depend on the condition of those whom he ad-
dresses, His message has to be delivered.“5 » -

After "the very somber picture of the apostate"6
in 6:4-8, the author adds: "But, beloved, we are persuaded
better things of you, and things that accompany salvation,
though we thus speak .."'7 Thereupon he calls attention to
their ministrations to the saints by way of giving another
direct statement of aim:

"And we desire that each one of you may show the same
diligence unto the fulness of hope even to the end:
that ye be not sluggish, but imitators of them who

L 4 L 4 * - . L]

lo Cfo’ Hebrews 5311“140

2. Hebrews 6:1-3,

3, Hebrews 6:3,

4, Hebrews 6:1,

5., Westcott., Op. cit., p. 148,
6. Bruce., Op. cit., p. 207.

7. Hebrews 6:9, '
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through faith and patience inherit the promises."l
He realizes that their ministrations show love for God.
Therefore he desires them to continue these services for
others. In addition to this ministration, the author ex-
presses the wish that they imitate those "who through
faith and patience inherit the promises.“g Therefore his
aim is to have them show the same diligence in ministra-
tion as heretofore and to imitate those who because of
their "faith and patience inherit the promises."

Then the author encourages his readers with the
promise made to Abraham and sealed by the immutability of
God's character and by His oath, in order that they may
"lay hold of the hope set b‘ef’ore"3 them. This hope goes
"within the veil® where Jesus has gone as a forerunner
"having become a high priest for ever after the order of
Melchizedek."4 Therefore in 7:4 he says: wNow consider
how great this man was, unto whom Abraham, the patriarch,
gave a tenth out of the chief spoils.® Ig}is of interest
tc note that the word "consider" here represents a differ-
ent Greek word from that used in 3:l, The verb here used
ig Oecw PeTTé¢ about which Westcott remarks: "The struc-
ture of the whole passage shews that the verb is an ime

perative and not an indicative. The word itself . ., . ex~

1. Hebrews 6:11-12,

2. Cf., Hebrews 6:10-~12,

3, Cf., Hebrews 6:13-18, See Bruce. Op. cit., p. 226.
4, Cf,, Hebrews 6:19, 20.
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1
presses the regard of attentive contemplation .,." This
idea "of attentive contemplation® is heightened by the fact
that the tense used is the present, the significance of
which "is the idea of progress."™ Therefore it is evident
that the author's aim is to have his readers give careful

3

attention to Melchizedek to whom Jesus is compared,

In the eighth and ninth chapters Jesus is set forth
as high priest. Then the author exhorts his readers with
these words:

. "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter in-
to the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by the way which
he dedicated for us, a new and living way, through the
veil, that is to say, his flesh; and having a great
priest over the house of God; let us draw near with a
true heart in fulness of faith, having our hearts sprin-
kled from an evil conscience: and having our body
washed with pure water, let us hold fast the confession
of our hope t&at it waver not; for he is faithful that
promigsed .." '

The author of the Epistle encourages his readers to draw
near to the holy place since they have a great high priest
who has already prepared the way for their entrance by
going in Himself., The reason for this exMortation is
found in the fact that the One who made the promise to
them is faithful, The author's aim, therefore, is that
his reéders waver not, but "hold fast the ccnfeSSion"5 of

their hope,

The author then proceeds to exhort his readers to

1., Westcott. Op. cit., p. 177,

2. Dana and mteyo Op. cite, P 181.
3, Cf., Hebrews 7:4-17.

4, Hebrews 10:19-23,

5. Hebrews 10:23.



"consider one another to provoke unto love and good
1l
wWorks eo" In this case "consider" represents the same

Greek word as that used in 3:1., But the form here used
2
is an example of the "hortatory subjunctive." The author

desires that his readers urge one another to love and to
engage in helpful activity. This is followed by an exhore
tation not to forsake their assembling together as some

are doing, but to urge one ancther to share in the common
3
assembly, The reason for this is found in the words:
4
"and so much the more, as ye see the day drawing nigh,"

The author's aim is that his readers " .. consider one

another to provoke unto love and good works not forsaking .."
, , 5
théir assembling together, as some had been doing.
6
After setting forth the danger of wilful sin, the

author writes: "But call to remembrance the former days,

in which, after ye were enlightened, ye endured a great
' 7
conflict of sufferings .." Since they had endured so man-

fully in the past certainly they will not?be guilty of
wilful sin., Therefore he urges them: "Cast not away . « «

8
your boldness .." The reason for this being that their
)

boldness has "great recompense of reward." His aim is

1. Hebrews 10:24,

s, Cf., Dana and Mantey. O©Op. cit., p. 171,
3, Cf., Hebrews 10:25.

4, Hebrews 10:25.

5. Cfo, HEbréWS 10:24, 250

6. Cf., Hebrews 10:26~31,

7. Hebrews 10:32.

8, Hebrews 10:35,

9, Hebrews 10:35.
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that they keep their boldness. ‘

Following his presentation of the faithful wit-
nesses of the 0ld Testament,l the author exhorts his
readerss '

"Therefore let us also, seeing we are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset
us, and let us run with patience the race that is set
before us .."

His aim is that his readers live the Christian life unen-
cumbered by any hindrances and that they pursue it patient-
ly, yet as though they were running a race. The strength
for this task is to be found when they look unto'Jesus.s

The author then bids them to " .. consider him that
hath endured such gainsaying of simners against himself .,"
that they wax not weary, fainting in their sculs.4 ‘The
word translated "consider® is&ﬁwékoyffx$z%; According to
WEstcott‘Q%xioy73gﬁma, another of the tconsiderfts?!, "ex-
presses in particular the careful estimate of one object
with regard to anathér.”5 The form used is an aorist ime
perative which may denote an acfian to be undertaken at
once. Therefore the author's aim is to have his readers
undertake immediately to make a careful estimate of Jesus?
endurance as compared to their own.

L] L L ] L4 - L

l. Cf., Hebrews chapter 11.

2., Hebrews 12:1,

2. Cf., Hebrews 12:2,

4, Cf., Hebrews 12:3.

5., Westcott, Op. cit., p. 399.

6. Cfe, :Da.na and l’}:anteyo Opo Cito, De 5000
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The author next urges his readers to " .. regard
1l

not lightly the chastening of the Lord .." Since they ac-
cept the chastening of their earthly fathers, he reasons why
should they not much more accept that of their Heavenly
2
Father? "wherefore 1ift up the hands that hang down, and
the palsied knees; and make straight paths for your feét,
that that which s lame be not turned out of the way, butb
3
rather be healed." The author?s aim is that they accept
God's chastening, and mske a definite effort to live accor-
ding to His will in order that they may not hinder the
faith of others.
The author then exhorts his readers tos
“%Follow after peace with all men, and the sanctifi-
cation without which no man shall see the Lord: looking
carefully lest there be any man that falleth short of
the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing
up trouble you, and thereby the many be deflled, lest
there be any fornicator, or profane person, as sau,
who for one mess of meat sold his own birthright."*
The authort's aim is that his readers shall live in harmony
¥
with others; be made holy in God's eyes; wétch carefully lest
any fail to attain to God's grace, lest any cause of bitter-
ness arise, lest there be any fornicator, or profane person.
After contrasting Sinai with Mount Zion, he says
that they are come

" .. to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of

1. Hebrews 12:5.

2. Cf., Hebrews 12:9,

3. Hebrews 12:12, 13,

4, Hebrews 1l2:14-16.

5. Cf., Hebrews 12:18-24,



just men made perfect, and to Jesﬁs the mediator of a
new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that
speaketh better than th%t of Abel., See that ye refuse
not him that speaketh."

. The reason for this is found in the fact that since those
who "refused him that Warhed them on earth® did not escape,
much less could those warned by the One speaking from
Heaven.2 Then since they have an unshakable kingdom, they
‘are exhorted to have grace by which they "may offer ser-
vice well-pleasing to God ..“3 This is to be done bhecause
"God is a consuming fire.“4 The authort's aim is that his
readers shall have grace so that they "may offer service
well-pleasing to God .;”5

The thirteenth chapter contains many intimatibns
of the author's aim, ﬁe urges his readers to continue to
love the brethren, not to forget "to show love unto
strangers," and to remember those in bonds, and those ill-
treated.6 Marriage is to be honored.v They are not to

i love money, but to be content with what they have since

8 A
God will not fail them, Next he urges #hem to remember
the example of their former church 1eadersf’and to obey
10

their present leaders. This remembrance, he urges upon

them in order that they not be *carried’away by divers

l. Hebrews 12: 23-25.

2, Cf.,, Hebrews 12:25,.
3, Cf., Hebrews 12:28,
4, Hebrews 12:29.

5. Hebrews 12:28,

6, Cf., Hebrews 13:1-3.
7. Cf., Hebrews 13:4.

8, Cf., Hebrews 13:5.

9. Cf,, Hebrews 13:7.
10, Cf,, Hebrews 13:17.
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1
and strange teachings," His aim is that they shall keep
the words of their former and present leaders in mind in
order that they be not "carried away."

After setting forth Jesus' suffering without the
gate,g he writes: "Let us therefore go forth unto him
without the camp, bearing his reproach.“5 The reason for
this is that their city is not an abiding one, for they are
seeking one "to come."4 This leads to the exhortation to
v ,, offer up a sacrifice of praise to God continually ..”5
On the other hand he urges them "to do good and to ccmmnnié
cate" since "with such sacrifices God is well pleased.“6
His aim is that they shall follow Christ's example of suffer-
ing, offer continually praise to God, and minister to others.

The author reveals very clearly his aim in 13:20, 21:

"Now the God of peace, who brought again from the

" dead the great shepherd of the sheep with the blood of an
eternal covenant, even our Lord Jesus, make you perfect
in every good thing to do his will .."

Ce Summary: Classification of the Aims of the
Author of the Epistle to the Heb§EWB

In the foregoing section an analytical study was
made of the Epistle to the Hebrews to determine by direct

statements or intimation the aim of the author. These now

1, .. Hebrews 13:9.
2, Cf., Hebrews 13:12,
3., Hebrews 13:13.

4, Cf., Hebrews 13:14,
5. Hebrews 13:15.

6, Hebrews 13:16.
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may be classified as follows:
The teacher-suthor of the Epistle to the Hebrews

aimed to have his readers:
' 1l
1. Concentrate their study upon Jesus,

a. To give, "heed to the things that were -
heard", which things related to Jesus.

b. To "consider the Apostle and High zriest oo ®
of their "confession, even Jesus."

¢c. To consider Melchizedek to whom Jesus is
compared,

d. To "consider him that hath endured such 6
gainsaying of sinners against himself ..*

e, To "see that" they “refuse not him that
speaketh. "

2. Fortify themselves against unbelief and dis-
obedience, and hold fast to their confession.S

a. To be on the guard against the dangers
of unbelief and disobedience.?

b To "hold fast® their confessian.lo

c. To "draw near* to God.11

de To keep their boldness.l2

e, To " .. lay aside every engﬁmbrance ee
and to " .. run with patience the race

L] . L ] L] . *

1., Cf., Hebrews 2:1-4; 3:1; 7:1-43 12:3, 25,
2. Hebrews 2:1.

3. Cf., Hebrews 2:2-4,

4, Hebrews 33'1.

5. Cf., Hebrews 7:1l-4.

6. Hebrews 12:3.

7. Hebrews 12:25.

8., Cf., Hebrews 3:12; 4:11, 14-16; 10:21-23, 353 12:1; 13:9,
9. Cf., Hebrews 3:12; 4:11,

10.Cf., Hebrews 4:14-16; 10:23,

11.Cf.,, Hebrews 10:21, 22,

12,Cf., Hebrews 10:35,



that is set before .." them.l
f. To avoid "divers and strange teachings.”2
Se Seek perfecticn.5
g To " , ., press on unto perfection .."4

be To let God make them "perfect in every
good thing to do his w1ll eomd

¢, To seek sanetiflcatien.6

4, Show respect to church and church 1eaders?

a. To attend church regularly.8

be To " . , offer up a sagr:flce of praise
to God continually ..

c. To remember the example of the 1i#es of
their former church lefgers, and to obey
their present leaders,

5., Endure chastening.ll

a. To " , . regard Bot lightly the chastening
of the Lord .."

b. To press oni strengthened by their
chastening. :

6. Follow Jesus' example in suffering.l4

® ¢ & o o 0 ;"

w

1. Hebrews 12:1,

2. Cf., Hebrews 13:9.

3. Cf., Hebrews 6:1-3; 12:14; 13:20, 21.
4, Cf,, Hebrews 6:1-3,

5e Cf., Hebrews 13320, 21.

6. Cf., Hebrews 1l2:14. .

7. Cf., Hebrews 10:25% 13:7, 15, 17.
8. Cf., Hebrews 10:25.

9. Hebrews 13:15,

10.Cf., Hebrews 13:7, 17,

11.Cf., Hebrews 12:5, 11l-13,
12.,Hebrews 12:5,

13.Cf., Hebrews 12:11-13,

l14.Cf., Hebrews 13:12, 13,
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‘ 1l
7. Enter into the highest social relationships.

as To continue to minister to the saints,2

remembering their own former sufferings.3

b. To continue to love their brethren.4

c. To remember atrangers.5

de To follow the way of "peace with all men.”s

e, To avoid bitterness.v

fo To avoid fornication and adultery;s

g. To avoid the common use of the sacredﬂ'
things.®

h; To be "free from the love of mogey; content
with such things as® they had.

In a summary or comprehensive statement, based upon
the foregoing analysis, it msy be said that the teacherw
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews aimed to have his
readers attain full growth both spiritually and in their
relations to one another., The implications of this to their
Christian lives may be seen in the above classification of

sims.,

4

"

1. Cf., Hebrews 6310, 11l; 10:24, 323 13:1-5, 163 12:14-16.
2, Cf., Hebrews 6:10, 11, See also 10:24; 13:3, 16.

%s Cf., Hebrews 10:32,

4, Cf., Hebrews 13:1.

5, Cf., Hebrews 13:2,

6, Cf., Hebrews 12:14.,

7. Cf., Hebrews 12:15,

8, Cf., Hebrews 1l2:16; 13:4,

9, Cf., Hebrews 12:16.

10.Cf., Hebrews 13:5,
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CHAPTER IV

PEDAGOGICAL IMPLICATIONS RESULTING FROM A CONSIDERATION OF
THE AUTHOR OF THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS

Ae Inticduction

In the previous chapter the aims of the author
of the Epistle to the Hebrews were considered, which aims
revealed the author to be -essentially a teachef. As such,
‘his principles and methods of education are of signifi-
cance to the present study. The author, it will be noted,
can be considered in another light--that of a pastor-
teacher, How, does hevreveal himself in this combined
office? In order to answer this question and to determine
the principles and methods of education employed by the
author, the Epistle will be examined,

B. Principles of Education Applied by the
Author of the Epistle to the Hebrews

1. Comprehension of Furpose

Although the author's aims may Qe classified
under a number of heads, they may be summarized in his own
few words:

- "Now the God of peace, who brought again from fhe
dead the great shepherd of the sheep with the blood of
an eternal covenant, even our Lord Jesus, make you per-
fect in every good thing to do his will, working in us
that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus
Christ; to whom be the glory for ever and ever, Amen. "t

[ ] * L] L] * [ ]

1. Hebrews 13:20-21,
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It is evident throughout his Epistle that he has but one
objective, namely, that his "sheep" be"perfect in every
good thing to do his will,*®
2. The Use of Tact

The author of the Epistle uses tact when he ex-
horts his readers "to give the more earnest heed to the
things that were heard, lest haply we drift away from them,E.
becanse he includes himself in their number, 'However, the
most outstanding passage illustrating the taet of the
author is probably that in 6:9-10:

"But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of
yvou, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus
speak: for God is not unrighteous to forget your work
and the love which ye showed toward his name, in that
ve ministered unto the saints, and still do minister,®

Since these words follow his reproof of their infant state
in religious growth and his warning regarding the danger

2
of falling away, they show the author's love and at the

same time spur his readers on to the necessary spiritual
growth, As Bruce puts it: ", ., the teachgr's complaining

gives place to the charity that believeth all things and
3
hopeth all things." In fact, Bruce goes so far as to say:

"Recalling the kindly deeds of his slow-minded pupils, the

teacher almost repents of the alarming tone in which he
: 4

has addressed them, and becomes apologetic .."

* L . L ] ] *

1. Hebrews 2:1. See Hebrews 3:6, 143 4:1, 11, 14, 16; 10:
19-263 12:1, 2, 28; 13:13, 15,

2e Cfcg Febrews 5:11-6:8,

30 EI‘HCE. Opo cit., po 2190

4. Ibid., pp. 221-222,
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Another example of the authort's tact is found
in his warning against the danger of wilful sin and its
conseguences. In this he urges his readers to remember
their former sufferings, not to cast away their boldness,
but to have patience "that, having done the will of God,*
they ™"may receive the promise.“l From these illustrations
it is clear that the author of the Epistle made helpful
use of the principle of tact in his teaching.
3. Emphasis upon the Positive

The author's exhortations and commands give evi-
dence of his use of the principle that the positive should
be emphasized in preference to the negative in teaching.
First tﬁis is shown by the exhortation: "Therefore we aught
to give the more earnest heed to the things that were heard,
lest haply we drift away from them."2 This is positives
the reason for it, negative., Then comes a positive command
supported by a positive example:

"Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly
calling, consider the Apostle and High’Priest of our
confession, even Jesusj who was faithful to him that
appointed him, as also was Moses in all his house, "

This is followed by the command: "Take heed, brethren,
lest héply there shall be in any one of you an evil heart

4
of unbelief, in falling away from the living God .." The

L J L 4 L] [ . L]

1., Cf., Hebrews 10:32-36,
2. Hebrews 2:1.

3. Hebrews 3:1«2,

4, Hebrews 3:12,



=54~

positive command is supported by a negative reason. Par-
allel to this is the following verse: ", . but exhort
_one another day by day, so long as it is called To-day;
lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of
sin ..“1 Then comes the exhortation: "Let us fear
therefofe,-lest haply, a promise being left of entering
into his rest, any one of you should seem to have come
short of it."2 Here it appears that a negative exhorta-
tion is used and supported by a negative reason, but as
Westcott remarks: "In such a case '"fear' is a motive for
strenuous exertion.“34 Further examination of the Epistle
shows a numbexr of examples of positive commands or exhorta-
tions.4 From this study it is evident that the author
made extensive use of the principle of emphasizing the
positive in his teaching,
4, The Use of Variety of Form

An examination of the Epistle to the Hebrews
shows that the principle of the use of va;iety of form is
employed by the teacher-author. TFor insgance, in evéry
chapter one or more quotations from the 0ld Testament are
found. Exhortations‘and commands are used extensively as
the foregoﬁ?g section showed.‘ The author employs questions

throughout, occasionally using them in his quotations from

1. Hebrews 3:13.

2. Hebrews 4:1,

3+ Westcott. Op. cit., p. 93, _

4. Cf., Hebrews 4:11, 14, 163 6:1; 7:43 10:22-25, 32; 12:1,
3’ 12"14’ 28; 13:1, 4, 5, 7, 15, 15’ 17’ 21’ 22’ 240

5, Cf., Hebrews chapters 1-3, 7, 9-12,
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the 014 Testament. Argumentation is employed in the en-
tire Epistle, but especially in the first twelve chapters.
In the midst of the argumentation there is vivid descrip-
tion, as in 6:7-8 and 9:2-5, Examples of ngrrative are
found in the eleventh chapter.l Poetry, in the form of
quotations from the book of Psalms and once from "The
Proverbs,® aﬁpears frequently.2 These instances show that
the principle of using variety of form is employed by the
author of the Epistle. '

5. The Use of the Concrete

The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews uses the

principle that the concrete should be emplcyed'to illustrate
the abstract., For example, the glory of Jesus in comparison

with that of Moses ig set forth by the figure of the builder
3

of a house and the house itself., The idea of hardening the

4

heart is illustrated by the case of Israel in the wilderness,

Then comes that striking personification of "the word of
God" which 4

"is living and active, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and

- gpirit, of both joints and marrow, and guick to discern
the thoughts and intents of the heart."

The term *"word of God" takes on great vividness when it is

set forth as a "two-edged sword." Next, the call of Jesus

. . ® . * [ ]

1. Cf.g Heb}.‘e’ws 11:8"12’ 17"19, 23"28.

2. Cf., Hebrews chapters 1l-5, 7, 10, 12-13,
Se Cfo’ Hebrews 3:3, .
4, Cf., Hebrews 3:7=-1l1.,

8, Hebrews 4:12,
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- "1
to the priesthood is illustrated by that of Aaron., Then,
the priesthood of Christ is likened to that of Melchizedek

2
who lived in the time of Abraham. Between the sections on

Melchizedek, the danger of falling away is illustrated by
" .
the unfruitful field. Next, the ordinances of the first

covenant are made vivid by the description of the taberw
4
nacle and its ritual, Then the punishment of wilful sin

is given point by a concrete example of what happens to the
man who sets "at nought Moses? la.‘w."5 Concrete illustra-
tions of "faith," as found in the lives of Old Testament
characters, comprise the entire eleventh chapter. It is
evident from these instances that the author of the Epistle
made abundant use of the principle that the concrete should

be employed to clarify and impress the abstract.

C. Fducational Methods Used by the Author of
- the Epistle to the Hebrews

1. The Use of Illustrations
The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews made ex-
tensive use of the method of concrete teaghing by means of

illustration. Examples of this method of instruction
6

appeared in the foregoing section,

2. The Use of Contrasts

1. Cf., Hebrews 5:4, 5,

2, Cf., Hebrews 5:6-103 6:20-7:17., See Genesis 14:18-20,

2., Cf., Hebrews 6:4-8,

4, Cf., Hebrews 9:1-10.

5. Cf., Hebrews 10:26-31.,

6. Cf., Hebrews 3:3, T-ll; 4:12; 5:4-10; 6:4-8, 203 7:1-17;
9:1-10; 10:26-31, ‘
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The method of using contrasts in teaching may be
regarded as a subdivision of the preceding section but
gsince the author of the Epistle has used it with such con-
summate skill, é separate section is devoted to its consid-

eration. First there is the contrast between the priest-~
' 1
hood of Melchizedek, and that of Christ., Westcott regards

this as a type. He says:

"The treatment of the history of Melchizedek is
typical and not allegorical., . . . The difference be=-
tween the two modes is clear and decisive. Between the
type and the antitype there is a historical, a real,

- correspondence in the main idea of each event or insti-
tution. Between the allegory and the application the
correspondence lies in special points arbitrarily tsaken
to represent facts or thoughts of a different kinde .« .«

", . the writer of the Epistle takes the Biblical record
of Melchizedek, that is Melchizedek so far as he enters
into the divine‘gistory, and not Melchizedek himself, as a
tvoe of Christ."

As Westcott remarks earlier, the question answered by the au-
' thor of the Epistle with regard to Melchizedek iss "What is

the characteristic conception which can be gained from Scrip-
3
tures of the Priesthood of Melchizedek?®

Then, there is the contrast betwegh the new cove-
4 .
nant and the old. XNext come five contrasts in 9:6-14 to which
F. B. Yeyer devotes a chapter. He begins with these words:

"In this marvelous paragraph (vv. 6-14) there are five
gtriking and well-defined contrasts between the picture-
symbols of Leviticus, and the realities revealed in the New
Testament Scriptures."d

. L d Ld * * *

l. Cf., Hebrews 5:6-10: 6:20-7:1"7.

2. Westeott. Op. cit., p. 202,

3. Ibid., p. 202.

4, Cf., Hebrews 7:22; 8:6-9:1, 15-20; 10:16,

5. Cf., Hebrews chapter 9. Meyer: Op. cit., p. 161



The following are his section headings:

"The Firast Tabefnacle is contrasted with the True
(vv. 6, 8, 11)"

"The High-Priests are contrasted with Christ
(vve 7, 11)® '

“?he Veiled Way into the Holiest is contrasted
with our Freedom to enter the Presence of Ged,”5

"The Rites of Judaism are contrasted with
Conscience~Cleansing Ordinances of the Gospel,"

"The Blood of Anigals is contrasted with the
Blood of Christ."”

Then there is the striking contrast between
Mount Sinai and Mount Zion or the "heavenly Jerusalem." With
regard to this Scott says: ", . the New Jerusalem repre-
sents the unseen and eternal, in contrast with the things
*that can be touched'-~-the lower, material things."é
Harliex Scott had remarked that "The conception of the two
éges, on which the primitive gospel rested, is fundamental
aisc to the Epistle.,"” But in the case of the "New Jerusa-
lem® he finds a "substitution of the higher wo:ld for the
future age.“8 These examples show how Wﬁ}l the author of
the Epistle used this method of teaching by means of con=

trast.

1. Ibid., pp. 161-162,

20 lbid.’ ppo 162‘1640

3, Cf., Hebrews 9:8. MNeyer: Op. cit., pp. 164-165,

40 Cf‘, Hebrews 9:9, 10, 14‘ Meyer: Op. Cito, PP. 165'167.
5., Cf., Hebrews 9:12-14, Meyer: Op. cit., pp. 167, 168.

6. Cf., Hebrews 12:18., Scott. Op. cit., p. 110. -

7. Ibid., p. 103,

8. Ibid., p. 110.
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3, The Use of Questions

Thé authorts teaching by questioning will be

‘determined by an examination of the Epistle. TFor example,

in the first chapter there are four questions, all of

“which are with regard to the angels. Three of them have

to do with the superiority of the Son to the angels, and
one with their relation to those who "shall inherii sal-
vation."l These questions are not answéred by the auth&r,
in order that they might better be answered by his readers
who could not but have supplied the answers in their own
éinds.‘ 0f course, ihat was exactly what the author in-
tended that they should do., Then the author says that

"if the word spoken through angels" was unchanging "and
every transgression and disobedience® was punished, "how
shall we escape, if we neglect so great a salvation? .."2
Again the question is to be answered in the minds of the
ieaders. -
The next group of questiongafoq?s a series of
interlocking questions and answersj the second question
enables the readers to answer the firsty the fourth, the
third; and the sixth, the fifth (these last two forming
part oi one compound question). They are:

"For who, when they heard, did provoke? nay, did not
all they that came out of Egypt by Moses? And with

. * & * * L4

l. Cf.,, Hebrews 1l:14,
2 Cf., Hebrews 2:2, 3.
3. Cf., Hebrews 3:16-18,
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whom was he displeased forty years? was it not with
them that sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness?
And to whom sware he that they should not entfr into
his rest, but to them that were disobedient?®

In 7:11 the author sets forth another question
which is to be answered only in the minds of his readers.
A question of this same type is found in 9:13, 14. Al-
thcdgh the next question is to be answered by the readers,

the reason on which the answer is based is given by the

2 .
author, The following question is not directly answered
3

L=

by the author but is given by implication. The next
question appears in the midst of the roll of the faithful

of the 014 Testament heroes where the suthor asks: "And
4
what shall I more say?" A summary of what he might have
5

said appears in answer to his question. The last two

questions relate to God's chastening, the first of which
6
is answered by the author, The second is not, but the

reason on which the answers to both must be based is given_.'7
From this examination of the questions of the author of
the Xpistle, it is evident that he was skﬁilful in the use
of the method of teaching by questioning,

4, The Use of Familiar Sources
: : 8
It was pointed out in a foregoing section that

1., Hebrews 3:16-18,

2. Cf., Hebrews 10:2,

3. Cf., Hebrews 10:28-30.

4, Hebrews 1l1l:32,

50 ‘Cf', Hebl‘ews 11:32"40.

6, Cf., Hebrews 12:7, 8,

7. Cf.,, Hebrews 12:9, 10,

8. See present study, Chapter IV, B, part 4, pp. 54, 55.
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the author of the Epistle quoted from the 0ld Testament

at least once in every chapter, Besides these direct
quotations there are many references to 0ld Testament his-
tory. An example of the former is the use made of Psalm
95:7-11 (or parts of this passage) in the third and fourth
chapters of the Epistle, Here the author warns his readers
against the danger of unbelief or disobedience by means of
the illustration of Israel in the wilderness.l Examples of
the use of references to the 01d Testament are: MNoses as

s faithful servant;2 the calling of Aaron;3 Melchizedek as
priest;4 the Lavitical'priesthood;5 the tabernacle;6 the
first covenant (either directly or by implicatlon) ’ the
faithful heroes of the Old Testament' Esau‘ Mount Sinai?g
and Abel?l The author of the Epistle made extensive use

of the 0ld Testament as a\source. He proceeded from the
known to the unknown by means of references to familiar
sources. |

5., The Use of Motivated Obedience I

The author's use of motivated obedience is shown

by his exhortations and commands. In a foregoing section

1. Cf., Hebrews 3:7-4:8,

2. Cf., Hebrews 3:2-5,

3. Cf., Hebrews D:4,

4, Cf., Hebrews 5:6-10; 6:20-7:17,

5. Cf., Hebrews 7:5«1ll,

6. Cf., Hebrews 8:5; 9:2-10, 213 13:10.

7. Cf., Hebrews 7:22; 8B:6, 7, 133 9:1, 15, 18.
8, Cf., Hebrews chapter 11.

9, Cf,, Hebrews 12:16, 17.
10.Cf., Hebrews 12:18~20.
1l.Cf., Hebrews 12:24.
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relating to the author's emphasis on the positive, there
were listed examples of positive exhortations and ccmmands.
On the other hand, consideration of the authorts use of
negative commands and exhortations shows that they are
comparatively few in number., The exhortation: "Let us
fear.therefore, lest haply, a promise being left of enter-
ing into his rest, any one of you should seem to have
come short of it,“2 is included with those that ave posi-
tive éince, as Westcott remarks, it "is a motive for
gtrenuous exerticn.“5 In 10:25 part of the exhortation
is not to forsake assembling together, and in 10:35 the
command is to "cast not away" their boldness. Although
both of these commands are negative in form they have
reference to positive acts. Similarly reference to posi-
tive- conduct or thought is found in the remaining commands
which are negative in fdrm.4' The author motivated his
readers to be obedient by exhortations and commands .
These were either of a positive nature orgdirected the

readers to positive conduct or thought.

D. The Author of the Hpistle to the
Hebrews as a Pastor-Teacher

In the previous chapter the aims of the author
of the Epistle to the Hebrews were shown to be those of a

L ] L4 (] L] - [}

- 1., See present study, Chapter IV, B. part 3, pp. 55, 54,
2. Hebrews 4:1.

3. Westcott. Op. cit., p. 93.

4, Cf., Hebrews 12:25; 13:2, 9, 16,
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teacher., His principles and methods of education are set.
forth in this chapter. Now the author is tq be considered
a8 a pastor-teacher.
1. The Definition of a Pastor-Teacher |

It is pertinent to this point to note that
Webster traces the word "pastor™ to the Latin Ypascere , .

«to pasture, to feed . ." One meaning of the word is
1l
"shepherd.," He defines a teacher ss "One who teaches, or

instructs . ." and traces the word "teach" to the Anglo-
i : 2
Saxon "tsecean . . . to show, teach . " Therefore a

pastor-teacher is one who shows or teaches and at the same
time is a shepherd who pastures and feeds those under his
care. The idea of "ghepherd" is especially suitable in

- connection with the author because he speaks of Christ as
: 3
the "great shepherd of the sheep.® The author exemplifies

the assistant shepherd which every true pastor is.

2. The Authort's Fulfillment of the Definition of a Pastore
Teacher

It is evident that the author oﬁfthe Epistle

meets the conditions of the definition of a pastor-teacher

~when his exhortations and commands are considered, These
, B 4
have been listed previously. However, some of them, to-

gether with other items, will be noted in order to point

s o o & s 9@

1. Webster's New International Dictionary of the Inglish
Language; Reference History Edition. W. T. Harris,
HEditor in Chief,

2. Ibvid.

3. Hebrews 13:20,

4. See present study Chapter T, B. part 3, pp. 53, 54,
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out how the author fulfills the function of a pastore
teacher. TFirst, he sets forth Christ as superior to the
.angelgt-how greét is their Lord! The angels are "minis-
tering spirits" on behalf of believers.z Then he urges
his readers "to give the more earnest heed to the things
that were heard, 1est>haply we drift away fromlthem;"5
He is ever the solicitous pastor as well as theAteacher,
eager that his readers realize the gréatness of their
calling and that they do not drift away from the instfuc«
tion of their first teachers.4

| Again the author becomes the pastor as he tells
his readers that since Christ has been made a partaker of
"flesh and blood . « . he is able to succor them that are
tempted.“s Thereupon the author urges them to " ., ., con#
gider the Apostle and High Priest of our "confession, even
Jesuss who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also
was Moses in all h;'.s,houae."6 Once more the pastor-teacher
warns his readers. This time it is again§§ the danger of
unbelief and c‘iiso'madienc'a.‘7 Then after he has begun to
illustrate the high priesthood okaeéus by means of that
of Melchizedek, he realizes that his readers are not ready
for such instruction. They are yet babes and not full-

L4 * L] L] . L4

l. Cf., Eebrews chapter 1,
2, Cf,, Hebrews 1l:14.

3s Hebrews 2:1.

4, Cf., Hebrews 2:3,

5, Hebrews 2:14, 18.

6. Hebrews 3:1,2,

7. Cf., Hebrews 3:7-4:13,
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1l
grown men spiritually,

"Wherefore leaving the doctrine of the first
principles of Christ, let us press on unto perfectiong
not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead
works, and of faith toward God, of the teaching cof
baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrec-
tion of the dead, and of etgrnal judgment. And this
will we do, if God permit."

Then he warns them against the danger of falling away. To
this he quickly adds: "But, beloved, we are persuaded
better things of you, and things that accompany salvation,
though we thus speak . .“5 Then he mentions ﬁheir work
‘and love which God remembers, adding: |

"And we desire that each one of you may show the same
diligence unto the fulness of hope even to the end:
that ye be not sluggish, but imitators of them wh
through faith and patience inherit the promises,*

The pastor-teacher reproves when necessary but
he does not leave his readers in despair. They "have as

an anchor of the soul, s hope both sure and stedfast and
5

entering into that which is within the veil . ." Again
the pastor-teacher is heard in exhortatiop:

", , let us draw near with a true heart in fulness of
faith . . . let us hold fast the confession of our

hope . .« « let us consider one another to provoke un-
to love and good works; not forsaking our own assem-
bling together, gs the custom of some is, but exhorting
one another . ."

l. Cf,, Hebrews 5:6-14,
2. Hebrews 6:1-3,

3. Hebrews 6:9,

4, Hebrews 6:11-12.

5., Hebrews 6:19,

6., Hebrews 10:22.25,
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Then the pastor becomes severe and warns
o 1
against the danger of wilful sin. But the next moment

"he urges them to remember their former sufferings and to
2
keep their boldness. However, he is persuaded that

they are not of those "that shrink back unto perditions

3
but of them that have faith unto the sav1ng of the scul“

After the array of 0ld Testament saints who were falthful
he calls upon his readers to "lay aside every weight,

and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and" to "run
with patience the race that is.aet'before us . ."5 Then
he ﬁrges them to consider Christ's sufferings,6 to endure
God's chastening,7 and to seek peace and sanctification.a
They are not to refuse the One speaking to them? and are
to seek grace in order to serve God acceptahly.lo

In the last chapter the pastor-teacher urges

his vreaders to remember their church, social, and moral
11
duties. On the other hand he writes: +“Let us there-

fore go forth unto him without the camp,gbearlng his
12
reproach® - -their duty to the Lord Himself, Then he

* ] [ ] L4 L] L]

1. ¢f., Hebrews 10:26~31,

2. Cf., Hebrews 10:32-35,

2. Hebrews 10:38.

4, Cf., Hebrews chapter 1l.
5, Hebrews 12:1.

6. Cf., Hebrews 12:3,

7. Cf., Hebrews 12:5-13,

8, Cf., Hebrews 12:14,

9. ¢f., Hebrews 12:25,

10, Ccf., Hebrews 12:28, _
110 Cf., I{ebl.ews 1331‘5’ ’7, 16, 17’ 24.
12. Hebrews 13:13,
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urges them to obey their church leaders who, he says:
"watch in behalf of your souls, as they that shall give
~account; that they may do this with joy, and not with
grief: for this were unprofitable for you."l The
crowning example of the author as a pastor-teacher is

his doxology:

"Now the CGod of peace, who brought again from
the dead the great shepherd of the sheep with the
blood of an eternal covenant, even our Lord Jesus,
make you perfect in every good thing to do his will,
working in us that which 18 well-pleasing in his
sight, through Jesus Chris%; to whom be the glory
for ever and ever, Amen,"

The'author is a pastor-teacher with a concern for his
"sheep”, which is second to that of none perhaps, save
to that of Christ.
E. Summary

An examination of the Epistle to the Hebrews
has revealed that the author employed the following
principles of teaching: comprehension of purpose;
the use of tact; emphasis upon the posit}ve; the use
of variety of form; and the use of the concrete in
illustrations., Therefore it was evident that the au-
thor was not only familiar with, but knew how to use

effective principles of education.

1. Febrews 13:17.
2. Hebrews 13:20-21,
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Further examination of the Epistle to deter-
mine what educational methods, if any, were applied by
the author disclosed that he used illustrations, con-
trasts, épestions, familiar sources, and motivated
cbedience., Consequently, it was clear that the author
knew how to employ educational methods in teaching.

Therefore it is apparent that the author of
the Epistle was familiar with the best in educational
theory and practice ané knew how to teach with consum-
mate skill.

Consideration of the author as a pastor-teacher
showed that he exhibited the gualities indicated in the
definition and might be ranked as a solicitous pastor
as well as an excellent teacher. Therefore it may be
stated that important pedagogical implications have been
brought to light by this consideration of the author
of the Epistle.
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It was noted in the Inti@duction of this
thesis that comparatively little had been written with
regard to the pedagogical implications of the Epistle
to the Hebrews. Were the readers pupils in a feaching
situation? What pedagogical implications might be dis-
covered by a consideration of their identity, and the
economic, sqcial, and religious situations? Were the
aimg of the author thése of a teacher? What educational
>princip1es and methods did he employ? Might the author
be considered a pastor-teacher? This thesis attempted
to answer these questions. The problem, restated, was
to determine the pedagogical implications which may’be
found in the Epistle to the Hebrews.

In the foregoing étudy of the original readers

of the Fpistle to the Hebrews were consﬁgéred.'their
i&entity, their economic, social, and religious situations.
It was found that in the first place their nationality
cannot be determined finsglly by the historical critical
evidence. However, it was noted that they were familiar
with the Old Testament, extensive use of which was made

by the authbr. Moreover in this connection, whether

the readers were Jews, or Gentiles familiar with the 0Old

-'70—
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Testament, it was found that the author made use of the
| educational principle of proceeding from known history to
tre unknown lesson,

In the case of the economic and social situa-
tion of the readers, the author commended their past '
and present ministration to the saints and urged them
to continue this service. Although it appears they
failed occasionally in their duty to strangers, they
learned well the lesson of service. The author commend-
ed their ministration to those in bonds, as well as
their own endurance of the loss of goods. Morally he |

’urged his readers to attain the highest standards. He
motivated them in this direetion. , v

With regard to their religious situation, the
Epistle shows that while they were professipg Christians,
they needed spiritual growth in many directions., This
is evident from the fact that they were in danger of
drifting, of unbelief and disdbedience,féf retarded
ércwth, of falling away, of wilful sin, and of forsaking
the assembling of themselves together, They needed also
increased faith and sanctification. Nevertheless the
author showed himself eager to lead themsonward4toward
perfection‘in order that they might become fullgrown
spiritually. Again the author employed the educational

principle of proceeding from the known to the unknown



-0

in seeking to strengthen their faith by thé examples
of men and women from their 0ld Testament history. 1In
the»light of all of this it was concluded that the
readers were pupils in a teaching situation, under the
direction of a superd teacher,

The analysis of the Epistle which was made in
order to determine the aims of the author fﬁr his read-
ers revealed that he desired to have them concentrate
their study upon Jesus; to fortify themselves against
unbelief and disobedience, and to hold fast to their
confession; to seek perfection; to show respect to the
church and chuich leaders; to endure chastening; to
follow Jesus® example in suffering; and to enter into
the highést social relationshiys. This was summarized
in a comprehensive statement of the author's purpose,
namely, to have his readers attain full growth both
spiritually and in their relations to one another.
This.it was noted is the aim of a true tBacher.

| In the foregoing study the educational
principles and methods of the author were congidered,
in which he was found to fulfill the definition of a
pastor-teacher, Among the eaucational'principlesvwhich,
it was pointed out, the author applied were the follow-
ing: comprehension of purpose; use of tact; emphasis

upon the positive; use oi variety of form; and use oI
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the concrete., Of his educational methods the following
were noted: +the use of illustrations; of contrasts;

of questions; of familiar sourcess and of motivated
obedience., It was evident from this study that the
author knew in theory and practiced the art of teaching
- with consummate skill,

An examination of the Epistle, especially with
reference to the cémmands and exhortations of the author,
revealed a pastor-teacher who not only instructed his
readers but was solicitous as to their welfare, He
would have them realize the greatness of their calling .
kas Christians, be gteadfast in adhering to that which
they had heard from their first teachers, and become
fullgrown spiritually. 1In these instances the aims of
pastor and teacher were one, He reproved on ocecasion
but he also commended. Furthermore, he gave his readers
gpiritual food in this Epistle which must have strength-
ened them for subsequent years, r
| As stated in the Introduction, the Epistle
to the Hebrews has been studied from many points of view,
but comparatively little attention has been paid to its
pedagogical implications. This thesis has attempted to
determine what some of these implications are. This

study proved of value in givingvthe writer an insight
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into the Epistle from an educational point of view

such as is not found in any treatment of it. .
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