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St of the m 

her an a essi 

's heroic c ession ms was lowed by the 

majestic tness made t D t 

tion of man licism 

as well as the need ion 

s necessit 

or t r 

cree are usual consi ed 

an colle ion as 

cons ts t t e creeds, 

tles 1 
, cene, and ian as 

s e fie , i.e., 

c 

e m r, e 

was 

so eran 

d by t e and c 

theol trends it oks the 

essions for ld t 

nor by s 

wor heranism is a 

. ' 
( 

reac-

on 

0 

z. ' 

l as 

g 

t 

es 

r a 

. l ess1on. 

e-

i erest 
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ols are b 

to consider the 
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A tori 

e h.eran 

l 

t er creeds 

are t ee 

are 

her an 
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ch, ann 

2 

h ere re so in 

tor c he m 

t he ran 

d. y 

concern is icu to 

there is neither as to 

nor to e t must 

s an e avor ill be made 

er the 

ions co essi 

t ere s menti 

essions 

must 

ore 

re 

ter 

es ons 

s 

as 

to mark a 

co essi 

es carl be s d t 

in t ed 

Am:er an 

ss 

ion. 

i-

to 

to estion t s 

11 t the 

t ob s ion as er o in 

ss 
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heran co essi m 1Nill be s d and he 

ac s er e ci statem s the 
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views of subs 
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ion will be consi ed and com-
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or 
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ssouri 
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ll e e sib 

ions for a 

on the c i 

s the c essions elves, 
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] SURVEY OF CONFESSIONAL! 

] s to t ere e-

essions by 1 he ran 

tory ] 
i manifest the 

as one unaerst 

] as di a une-

ession re <:m or ar-

] ian herans were v natural er 

was for them to wh e t was 

er l - the case. T ion of t is to scan some 

] the res ant blems ana t manner t 

were oache • 

] 

J 
1. 

h years ran 

J essi ism (1 ) ti (95 

ci ssions. 2 It can s sas) served as unof 

J t tin f const t 

J ssion !Jerion. T earl so serve 

] ( • Lous, 

J 
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e sms 1 d tru ion 
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s ession was e various 
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rel collo 4 
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z raeus, ha 

Oec tio.n 
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so hat 
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er l 

er 

. 3 ess:ton. 
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to t eror Charles V it is our 
in this nor in any other writing, to 
least from that oft-cited Confession 

se, neither 
the 

propose 
another, or new Confession. 

Again: 

confess also the First, Unaltered Augsburg C es­
sion as our symbol for this time (not because it was 
composed by our theologians, but because it has been 
ta!:cen from God's d is founded firmly well 
therein), precisely in the form in chit was com­
mitted to writing in the year 1530

5 
and presented to 

the Emperor Charles V at Augsburg. 

The Augsburg Confession was endorsed by John, 

Duke of Saxony, Elector; George, Margrave of Br g; 

Ernest, Philip, Landgrave of Hesse; John Frederick, Duke 

of Saxony; Francis, Duke of Luneburg; lfgang, nee of 

; the Senate and s trate of Nuremberg, aml 

Senate of Reutlingen as follows: 

above articles we desire to present in accordance 
with the edict of Your Imperial esty in order to 
exhibit our Confession and let men see the summary of 
the doctrine of our teachers. 

In the eamble to the signatures of 1537 the 

Lutheran eachers unanimously confess: 

reread the article of ilinfession presented 
in the Assembly at Augsburg, by the 
1 the eachers who have been present 

in this Assembly at Smalcald harmoniously declare t 
they believe and teach in their churches according 
to the articles of the Confession Apology. 

John nz, (1499-1570) the ecocious foll 

o o e e o o e o e 

5
F. Bente (ed.) _g_.Qgcordia Triglotta ( • Louis, 

., Concordia Publishing Mouse, 1921) ~.8 
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of Luther from the year 1518, declared that he re 

the Apology, etc. and judged "that all these agree 

ly Scripture and t belief of the true genuine 

Cat lie Church (haec omnia convenire cum Sacra Scri£!.~ 

et cum sententiae verae .r:,~~.:' W;rJ"7'J.~;;catholicae ecclesiae). 11 

I / "1 

Anot r subscri ion to e Smalcald Articles reads: "I, 

Conr Figenbotz, for the glory of God scribe that I 

have thus believed am still eachi and firmly 

lieving as above. 11 Brixtus writes in a si lar vein: 

"I, .•• subscribe to the Articles of the rever Father 

in Lut confess therto I t believed 

taug and by t it of Christ, I shall continue 

6 to believe and teach." 

2. Acceptance of additional S;t!!!bols. 

1 manner t re 

viz., the two Cathechisms of Luther, 

Concord, v.rere a ed. Ohher books, t 

an ols, 

t Formula of 

a of Con-

cord declares, are accounted useful, "as far as (wofern, 

auatenus) """------ ey are consistent wit t Scri s a t 

ls. The Symbo however are ace ed II we may :t 

have a unanimously received, definite, common of 

doctrine, ich all our elic c s together 

in common confess, from ace to which, cause 

( it has been rived from 's d 
' 

1 
e & e o o o e e o 
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other writings should be jud a usted, as to 

( wi e f..::.e.::.r...::.n;;..:z.., __.q~u....;a_t_e_I_l_u_s ) ey are to be approved ac-

c ed. 11 

After its ado ion by the electors, 

inces estates, t For a of Concord, and with 

the ire Book of Concord, was solemnly subscribed by 

about eight thous theologians, tors, and te s' 

t ple reading: 

Since now, in the si of of 
to testify to those now liv those who 

s come after us t this declar ion rewith 
presented cone all the co roverted articles 
aforementioned lained, and no ot is our 
faith, octrine, and confession, in which we are so 
lNi lling, by God's grace to ar with intrepid 
hearts before t judgement-seat of Jesus Christ, and 
give an account of it: we will neither 
vately nor licly speak or write anything contrary 
to it but, the he of God's grace intend to abide 
thereby; therefore, after mature iberation, we 
have, in God's fear and wi the invocation of Hi~ 
name, attached our signatures ·,vi our own 

the Preface to the of Concord the es 

estates decL::tre th many churches schools had re-

ceived the Augsburg Confession "as a symbol of e 

t in regard to chief articles of fai es ally 

those involved in a controversy thefbmanists vari-

ous corruptions of the heavenly 

protest t it never entered their minds "ei er to 

traduce, furnish a cover for, 

trine, or in t 

s ed t 

7I .. -­in d. 

ast even recede 

year l 
• o • o o o o • o e 

establish se 

t on 

g." T clare: 

c-
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s ~nfession also, by the of God, we re-
tain to our last breath, wklen l forth from 
t s life to the heavenly f , to a ar h 
joyful ed a pure conscience 
before the tribunal of our Lord sus Christ. 11 

••• 
11 

efore we also ermined not to de art even 
bre from the s jects t selves or 

ases which are f ( a rebus 
ipsi§__vel a pnrasibus quae in illa habentur discedere) 
but, t1~ SJiric of the Lord aiding us, to persevere 
constantly, t eat est :1armony s god 
agr , we to es 

to this true norm ation 

eJ of Goetti in cember, 1 ew 

up a form in ich the can e for or ion clares: 

"I ieve and ho also of the most sacred ... 
as one to be eve concerni accor to 

contents of the as ctor Lut~1er tes 

confesses conce it especially in s Confession" 

(of the Lord's ) . Goett en Order 

1 ever, d as yet dy a vow or nation. 

'l'he first ple s to the 0 were ed by the 

ersity of tt 1.533 m c d s for 

degree of ctor Divinity. 1535 was 

re d also of the c dates for or ion. 'fhe h 

vided t t candidate must teach th 

tne Ecuwenic ls the ession. 

Even IJefore 154 9 candi es for losophical de ees 

• • • • • 0 • 0 • 0 

Q 

'-'Ibid. 
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were also edged by oath to 

New members enter 

9 sburg Confession. 

the Smalcald at 

Diet of c d in had to provide for 

of the Confession le the ch 

drmm up by in t same year d 

the 

pastors to the g Confession and gy. Capito, 

er, all the ot s took 'lii t t 

Concord fol1mvi year ple d over t 

"to believe and to teach 1 ng to the 

Confession the 1og;y." (Corpus orum, 

~elanchthonis, 3, ) . 1540 John promised to 

abide by the sburg Confession lo and stated 

t if ne were found to te 0 se he be 

deposed from t ministry. Veit Pflugmacher 1541 also 

at Goettingen made essenti 1y the same edge. 10 

sition to t s consistent bindi to 

Sy ls arose en in 1550 n in 52 Andrew Osian-

der att d the oa of confession vogue at ten berg 

on t it was an invo in oat 

ies after manner of t cl it 

led st s from Scri ures to ff lip's ct ne. 11 

lv1elancht mself ed to charge in 1553 st i 

ner introduced the o h for the se of 

0 G 0 $ 0 0 0 0 0 G 

p.9 
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aini true doctrine since enthusiasts d been 

teaching falsely. to t position a ctr 

pledge was necessary "in order correctly to acimowledge 

and call to preserve 11armony t ch, 

to bridle audacity of such as invent new doctrine. 11 

(Corpus formatorum, - )ll '::>. 
1561 an assembly of German estates "again 

unanimously subscribed this Christian confession, i.e., 

t Aug;slJurg Confession." At this time it co be s d, 

"This Christian agreement (The Book of Concord) is cal d 

also is the unanimous and concordant confession not 

only of a few of our theologians but generally of each 

and every minister schoolmaster our lands 
lq 

territories. n .:;:, It was in this ye::tr also t the 

formers sa no doctrine was to be t their c ches 

ch was contrary to t sburg Confession th 

all co roversies were to be settl the ok of Con-

d 13 cor • 

3. Normative use and reaction 

( 

ll 

1 

normative 

.. 
odore G. 
1:-'enna. , 

bid. ' p .12 

dracter of t 

0 • • • • • 0 Q • 

Confessions was 
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c arly ed in the e to the istian 

of Concord vv stated on the one hand that other 

of t ogians are not to be rejected if they agree w 

the ok of Concord14 Wid on the other, 1 t 

errors there shou st a e e-

concerning these controversies 's ord 

ch the e ctrine might be 

ted from false so t t those re se to be b 

co ession of t e • 

By 1 it was est s that only su were 

to be a ted to subscri ion as had re t For 

of Concord and were c te agreement th its doctr 

al co E ector August, learn-

t t ten berg ssors were trying to avoid 

an ified subscri ion said he was determined to 

doctrine pure and "in agre t Fomula of 

Co:ncord. 11 e fessors and teachers 

ttenberg decl d to ace e 

were smis sed. 

As the result an order ick 

ll in Fe 

all t ches 

15 t there be a visitation of 

ctor there were lished 

o e e o e e e • e o 

e, .17 
p.2l 
p.248 

s 

5 
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15 "Visitation Artie s in the ire Electorate of 

Saxony, toget with the Negative Contrary ctrines 

of t Calv~nists, t of Subscri on, as 

sent to be f~ned by Both ies. 11 All teac s 

ctor Saxony were required to subsc be 

to artie s as doctri norms up to year 18 

are not an of t ok of 

Cone 

the eighte t centuries 

an ess ions become merely an m due 

to influence of tism, i rn, sectarian-

lSiH. ch istian Vi 

( 00 ), the most minent Hessian theologian of t 

Nineteenth Century, ive a sense of t impo ance 

of c ssionalis m co th 

ever be the primary norm 

18 norms. Vilmar viewed the 

a livi , active 

le 

ls are 

ls 

ch, a 

• .L 

lL o 

ls 11 he stated, 11 is no else 

rience of the Church as a to 

• 0 0 0 0 • • $ • • 

Scripture must 

valid as secon-

as a vvi tness to 

living e::K ience 

"To to t 

to reco ze t 

live accordi 
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to t se riences to Know em e 

as one ' s ovvn ences." 19 

As rn s e th ous coun-

tries of E e a .. n .. d beyond there was, in one ..form or 

another, subs cri ion to one or 1 t essions. 

B. 

ld' 

Lutheran OJnfessions included t 

Concord generally occupied a more important 

American than in European c ch life. most coun-

tries of Euro a close relatio was est s d 

tween c ch state and between Lutheranism nation-

al cultureo America Lut ans were c d to come 

to terms wi the new environment to f' .. l t r 

ty a comrnon c ssion, in 11 t tea-

c of t Cbs 1. 11 be nt ned ..L Lut ans L 

in ica thus come closer to re i t en-

tion of t reformers t have many of th ope an 

n. Be t as it may, essions have on 

tt1e been n more seriously 

in the rec yevival 

the essions abro s not be 

e o e o o e a o o o 

North rica 

interest in 

ere i 0 

an 
Council, N.r., 



] 15 

] 
early ican 1n church conferences 

] s s d not e ize confessi 1 ty 

] 
quently constitutions made no ion of the essions. 

tho Mel or enberg sought to rally Lu 

] ans around the Confession 11 ot eran 

ls", er death rationalism b about a 

] away from the confessions so t t l'Hne-

t h tury, some even favored abando the Confes-

] sions e 

] 
2. Development of Hi12:id Confessionalism_ 

Tennessee Synod, or zed , was pr ly 

t st to insist on str t confessi ism as a reac-

tion to this ultra-1 attitude. h the gre er 

prominence accord the ls stinctions were made 

between t and a'nent 1 ~ . 22 uoccr1nes. 

5 as a r of e new ssi 

in newly organized Si30 's 

tional a renee to the 

to all olical fboks ere was a serious is 

on Confessionalism. 

0 0 0 0 • S 0 G 0 0 

634 

' p.203 



J 
] 

] 

J 
] 

] 

""' 0. 

The opposition to 

16 

ism 

is, s d 

55, 

defended an American her sm th a revised burg 

Confession eli i certain doctr 

as non al by some 

vvas unsuccess 

the 

Council which ple d all of its 

ok d of 1580. 26 

itudes 

t were four s 

att s toward Confessions 

ans the N e h Century. 

bst, a pastor near 

1826, lis d "Die 

u. formierten 11
, 

To Christ ian people 
pre s of former d 

lications no longer matter. 
interest only to scho s. 

e: 

t too ... are with time 
torical 

s w h were re-

rejected ot 

z the 

ers to 

dive 

ican 

t se was stated 

ylvania when 

become 
se times and circum-

ces are ly we are not b to 

' p.634 
Reu, p.203 

,25 
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them b le •.. all enli 
preachers are ally ed in 
tne therto st confessi 
stri as obsolete and abs 

and infor 
much in 

A second attitude ew out opposition to 

such men as Probst out an effort to em ti 

of rati ism. As afore l n 

essor of theol at ttysburg, proposed 

donment t a sion of t Confessions. He ed 

ev to subscribe the ession to de-

clare such subscription be t it corres-

er, reject t so te 

autho ty 11 all church's "enormous ols 11 exc 

t ecumenical cr t Confession. 

advoc ed ed e ion of "only the 

one doct nal articles'' (of t Co ession), 

ting even the c ory c es these, and so 

t ire Catal e uses Corrected. To s he added 

t st cons eJ('S e 

to ve every senti ned these twen 

one articles, but only tne doctrines.n 

doctrines evi only t e 

common to l ist m. on vv 

based s famous ican ension of t sburg Con-

ssion" was "To omit t sever ions i 

o e e e e o c o o e e 

(Columbus, 
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are rejected t mass of our chur s in is 

country, to add not ng their st II 

heraner, 

1854, p.203) set forth a d vim·v ch e d l 

the confessions the Book of Concord receive m 

as liter ly bi re iti 

scri ion" to confession.s de ned is as so 

cl on e t the 

doctr s of t lical 

these i out exc tions, as 

t 

int ( 

dingly, 

be 

an ex 

none of 

scri 

in the 

Scri ures, co ct t no 

t1e1"l a i or a sec ary point) ..• cor-

no ter the locat of a te 

doctri system of the 0 no ter 

forrn it may a ar ..• tiler it be treated as 

fesso topic or as an inci r 

subscr ion iJlies to egery 

them is ace res ions 

' 0 .G 0 0 
1 the el orations of trine 

ls become, rtue of t rece 

ch.urch, s of the essions. 11 

b deutsc ev. 

$ G 0 0 G G 0 G G 0 

PPe 345, 346 
PPe 347, 348 

h. 

one them: 

sub-

inc d 

ion of these 

ort in 

von 
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is ev ent from t of 

ican 11.eran attitudes towards t essions is one 

of reaction and action. nst w 

was e ism of 

l~i. ssmann, one of t ers fi ent 

of t filirtaei' Iowa a position, 

wi an insist ,;_nce upon t au ity 1 es-

sions s t t et torica-

lly actic ically". He 

wrote: s d e e essions because 

it aci:d1owle symbolical cisions, ters 

h were s e e and the the 

f ion, as bei in accord th the ord d. tl 

( g J. its ed., llen e zur Gesc 

tc e stel e von I ow a u • a • 

en. Chic N.D., 2 Cf. J. F'ri ts 1' 

en der er, c 19 

st the face of the t s if d 

Schmucker tner Iowa Synod fesses its ad-

herence to ch, on t basis of the Scri es and 

d t essio.ns, s s towar the 

fection of t ch. He felt s 
's i on rejected li e ast 

G 0 0 G G 0 0 $ Q e 0 
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ner 's d t cou new in later t s. 

He 11 co not but declare til it is c to t wb.ole 

tory church to t t time of olical 

ion ter ted the year 1 fl is 

with pub ion of t 13 of Cone . ( llen u. 

j) 
' 

p. 5)~)0 

none tnese four views is ac ed 

church fici ly eac these men contrib ed some-

thi ~robst centered att ion on tile macy of Scri 

tures, Schmucker on the relation between t essions 

er t ologi ehension, n-

ssions as of c expositions t Scri 

ssmann on th.e to cal secondary c er of 

. 31 ess1ons. 

it is evi that le t ers 

an sm c ssed to of the 

Sy isw was soon troubled ions re-

ttle bind of various c ssi state-

s t v me ani of s ion itself. 

end of the nete h and i t ieth century 

me se ions occurred the various 
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1 
case + ere ere " an s acti 

J st s resolutions as to confession-

esent is a 

ci st s 
] S e e pose of t 

consi ion of t sce11e 

] of t three or bo s ·ica 11 sur-

] 
veyed, t essi s ion 11 be 

e 0.tJ t two u t ison wi be me' 

] ic 

eve.:r· t ir dif ences t of 

] America came to th the stion of confessi 

t ir st s lJ.a ve had a 0 e upon 

] t essional sitions held ans of our day o 
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of ci const ons 

or heran bodies in t United ates set f 

ch the essions occ the life teac 

of those ups. foll are st em s m 

such constitutions. Since t ject of this 

study is the st.::u."1ce of 'l'he heran Church so 

the li tur cal rites of th ich re ce to 

t1.1e C ssi ons is ma are so ced. 

A. 

1 .. Consti tu.tion 

At its constitut convention The Lutheran C 

rica adopted a constitution by-laws wh were 

ted 

d toget h t 

conve tion. The 

Nicene, 
ons of t 

Section 5. 
burg Confession 
witnesses of t 
it in faith and 
ace the t s 

s to 

st s 1 

the st 's, 
as true dec 

d s-
as rue 

ith 
se 
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23 

Section 6. 
books of 

church 
ical 

of 
her's Large 

ession, 
Catechism, and the 

as further 
the Cho 

Section 7. This 
mitted by the 
and confessions bear 
of the ch, the s 

t basis of its 

et ions of 

aff ms t 
iolres, to 

ness, is t 
of 

y cont 

.S.ect 3. Congregations 
ized into a t 

chur 

ance by a 
voting at a co 

~-c;----;;~;-<--,. 
• To 
and the 

l its co egations c 
ssion of th. 

Sedtion 2. To achieve these s 
decide all estions of doc 
basis of t 
Confession 

fice. 

ession 

trans­
the creeds 
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c ess t sense 11 ch its himse 
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essor at t 0' s er 
0 A. Ort, Fr 
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profess tb_em. 

il.S J. L. ~v·x·· es 
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phora, etc. (Luth. XIV, 20lff.)77 

made it clear that since the ~ymbols are 

confessions of faith or doctrine the church cannot require 

a subscription to those matters which do not belong to 

doctrine. i hey cannot be made the norm for German or 

Latin orthography or for perfect linguistic style or for 

other things which belong to the sphere of human knowledge. 

Nor is the servant of the ~burch bound by that which falls 

f . t. . f . t . 78 wJ.thin the sphere o cr1 1c1.sm or o lus ory or exeges1.s .. 

As All beck indicated tnis form of subscr1. pt1.on (quia) does 

not mean that the ~burch or the subscriber is bound to 

every aspect ot· the theological proof. 1'\Jot every word of 

patristic quotations is guaranteed by The Lutheran Church .. 79 

Thus ~mlther held that although it is true tnat 

subscription to a doctrinal confession manifestly con-

cerns only essential~ in a doctrinal confession everything 

that belongs to the doctrinal content is essential since 

tne esseuce of a doctrinal con1ession is doctrine. 8° Con-

ceding that Symbols mu;:,; 1. .. be understood in tne historical 

setting which sheds t.ue necessary bacK.ground on ilthe manner 

in which men understood anu interpreted Scripture at the 

time when certain articles were in controversy in tne 

church an11 the contrary doctrines were rejected and con-
e e e e • o e e • • o 

77 . . .. L k th 6 4 ~rwJ.n L. ue er, Lu eran Cyclopedia, p. 3 
78c.F.Walther, Why Our Pastors, etc., p.242 
79Willard uow All beck, Studies in The Lutheran 

Confessions, p.lO 
80c L' . . 1 t 'Jlh 0 p t t .r .na ner, iV y ur as ors, e c., p.247 
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CONCLUSION 

While all concerned hold the Confessions in 

high regard and insist upon subscription to them neither 

of the traditional approaches is completely satisfac­

tory and within the groups themselves there are serious 

differences revolving around the implications of subscri-

ption. No doubt this tension will continue for the fore­

seeable future. Nevertheless, the suggestions which 

follow are meant to indicate a modification of the atti-

tude of The Lutheran Churchr~issouri Synod which could 

possibly make subscription to the Confessions more rea-

listie and meaningful within that body and prove helpful 

toward bridging the gap between its position ana that 

of other Lutherans. 

A. 'fHE CANON 

1. Basic Symbols 

It is an interesting fact of Church history 

and of the contemporary religious scene that Lutherans 

are divided as to the books which are binding. Thanks 

to the Reformation and its Confessions the old creeds· 

have found a permanent place in the dogma of the evan­

gelical churches and, since Melanchthon, have gained 

and retained decisive influence.88 

It is helpful to note the attitude of the 
88 . " • i .. t'l-..!. ... " i .. Werner Eler , ~ne S ructure of Lutheranism 

Louis, Mo.,Concordia Publ. House, 1962), p.207 (St. 
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. . t d . d. . d l . t. 'ul09 may hold ins own pr1va e an 1n 1v1 ua conv1c 1ons • 

He held that the Symbols are not so much the landmarks 

of the Church's spiritual development as the boundry­

lines separating the Church from certain falsehoods. 110 

In pr~ctice, however, Walther ana his followers considered 

the Reformation a finality as far as the Hiblical teach­

ings were concerned and its doctrines, having been fully 

elucidated in the Confessions and Symbols of the Lutheran 

Church, were no longer subjects for an historical analy­

sis and revision .. 111 On the one hand Walther stated: "you 

must again ana yet again draw everything through the Scrip­

tures .... even the Confessions. n112 On the other hand Miss-

ouri held that, having tested the Symbols and found them 

Scriptural, one must thereafter interpret Scripture acc­

ording to the Confessions. 113 

b. It must be De Facto as well as De Jure 

The Lutheran Confessions, when interpreted not in 

so legalistic and formal a manner but in the light of their 

funaamental doctrine of the Gospel, do not hamper exegeslA~ 

Subscription to the Confessions in practice means that 

Lutherans hold the confessors to have been correct in view 
• • • • • • • • • • • • e 

~~~Ibid., p.666 
llllbid .. , p.665 

Carl Mauelshagen, American Lutheranism Surr­
enders to Forces of Conservatism, p.l56 

~~~Th. Engelder (ed.) Walther and The Church, p.43 
114c.F.Walther, Why Our Pastors, etc., p.246 

Edmund Schlink, Theology of The Lutheran 
Confessions, p.XXVIII 
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