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CHAPTER ONE.

INTRODUCTION.
I. THE STATEMENT OF THEHE PROBLEM.

The writer believes that a survey will re-
veal the inadequacy of the present curriculum
of Christisn education, used in the DeWitt Memo-
rial church school, New York City. The problem
is to find and study the bases for an improved
curriculum of Christian education, adaptable to
the religious life and needs of this particular

group.
II. THE IMPORTZNCE OF THE PROBLEM.

1. The problem is important to the writer for
the personal reason that it is involved as an
integral part of his life work. As pastor of
DeWitt Memorial Church, responsible for the ed-
ucational activities of the church, responsible
to some degree for the spiritusl welfare of the
church school members, he feels the necessity

of re-studying the religious l1ife of the group
and seeking curriculum principles which will ap-
ply to their specific religious needs. The writ-
er expects to continue living among these people,
as he has for almost a decade, endeavoring to

nelp in the solution of their religious problems.



2. This study may be important to the group it-
self’, Any findings which will help to clarify the
situation, and which will suggest improvements in
the curriculum, will result in practical benefit
to the group. This survey is being made, not only
to satisfy academic requirements, but also to fur-
nish the basis for more adequate curriculum of
Christian education, which may gradually be put

into actual operation.

3. The problem has a wider range of importance.
It is probably so typicel that the general features
of the survey might be duplicated in any cfowded
tenement district where there is a mixed, foreign-

born population.

4, This problem should be considered important
by those pastors and religioﬁs leaders who are at-
tempting to solve somewhat similar problems in
Christian education. During the present period of
of social flux and transition to new standards,
constant adjustment of %he church's educational
program is important for the performance of effec-~
tive work. To make such adjustments intelligently‘

it is advisable for pastors and leaders in Christian

" education to study periodically the religious life

and needs of their own group.



IIT. THE MODE OF PROCEDURE.
1. THE SOURCES OF MATERIAL FOR THE STUDY.
(1). The primery sources of material are:

(a). Observations by the writer in direct contact

with members of the church school for a period of

"nine years.

(v). Spoken and written observations by members of

the church scheol staff who alsoc have personal

contact with the scholars.

(c). Official records of DeWitt Memorisl Church,
the church school, &nd vérious supplementary

organizations centered at the church, and

(d). Records of the New York City Mission Society.

(2). The secondary sources of material are indi-

cated in the bibliography.

2. THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY.

The study is subject to the following limitations:
(1). The survey is limited to the two hundred and
sixty-nine children and young people who regularly
attend the church school, together with their fam-
ilies and a few additional persons who have had an
influence upon the religious life under observation.
The group has varying degrees of loyalty and affili-

ation with the church.



(2). The study is limited to that part of the con-
stituency dwelling in the immediate vicinity of the

church.

(3). The dates are not, and cannot be, comprehensive,
because religious life is too intangible and inter-
woven with the social fabric to bhe closely analysed
and tabulated in systematié fashion. Since it is
impossible to make this survey exhaustive, the facts
here given do not yield themselves to dogmatic con-
clusions. However, it is hoped that the data are
of sufficient quantity and quality to indicate the

current trend.

(4). Data are selected which seem to be typical.
The danger of citing cases is recognized. The un-
usual attracts attention, and may be unconsciously
accepted as typical. In this study~thekwriter.has
tried to select the facts and cases which best rep-
resent the average religious life of the group.

The value of certain quoted statements by children
is doubfful, because there may have been & tendency
for the children to say what they thought the in-
guirer wished them to say. O0ften the opinions of
recognized authorities are introduced to furnish a
background for the individual cases cited and to
guide in determining the relative importance of the

various phases of the investigation.



4. A SYNOPSIS OF THE PROCEDURE.

(1). The religious life of the church school
members is studied empirically in its natural
setting, thelspiritual environment of the in-

dividuals and the social group.

(2) . Outstanding Christian needs revealed by

this study are briefly stated.

(3). The next logical step is to formulate a
statement of those curriculum principles which
the writer believes are adaptable to the situ-
ation, and which ought to be applied. No a
priori position is defended. As far as possible
conclusions are based upon the revealed facts.
"Thought rather than imitation should be the basis
of curriculum making."#t1%* The problem is so tan-
gled that the threads of thought are difficult to

separate and classify.

(4). &n attempt is made to set forth the results

in such a simple manner thet those interested in
the church schdol may -

(2) .Get a comprehensive view of the situation,

(b) .Realize the need for better Christian education,
(c) .Be inspired to active measures for securing

better Christian education in the church school, and

(&) .Be guided in using proper methods for selecting

and creating more adequate material.

*1%Bobbitt,Franklin, The Curriculum, p.285,
Houghton Mifflin, 1818.




CHAPTER TWO
THE HISTORI LAL REVIEW OF THE PROBLEM.

CEURCH.

I. THE HISTOrY OF DEWI

-

1The dedication of Deiitt Memoriesl Church took
place-on May &, 1881l. This new church of Christ for

the people was built at the sole exvense of Hr.

Horris K. Jessup, of EGW'YO?E, ag & nmemorisl to his
faether-in-law, the Rev. Dr. Thomes DelWitth. *13%
The New York City Miession Society established

in 1827, incorporated in 1866, heas alvays supervised
the work of DeVitt ienorizl Church. "The objscts of
the Society are to promots morality end religion a-
mong &11 races of the City of New York, hy the em-

L

fusion of evangel-

0

nloyment of missionaries, the diil
ical truth znd the esteblishment of HMission Churches,
Chapels, Mission Sundey Schools, etc.' *2%

The Woman's Branch of the New York City Mis-

tn
e
(@]
)

Society has the following aim:
First. To carry the Gospel of Christ to all
homes in the lower part of the city, irrespective

of creed, class or color.

%1% Introduction to Visitor's Register, written by

Dr. James Marshall, the first pastor of DeWitt ﬁﬁmor%al
urch.

=% Annual Report, New York City Mission Society,
ebruary, 1929, page 3.

ko sl




Second. To help in their homes the families, by
teaching the members thosegthings that will be for
their physical, moral and spiritual advantage and
prepare them better to fulfil théir duties.

Third. To reach the children, and by planting
early seeds of industry, honesty, temperance and
truth, thus help them to become zood men and women.

Fourth. To minister to the sick poor, providing
things necessary for their recovery in their homes,.
or removing tnem to ﬂospitéls if wise.

lMeny societies sezrch out the vorthy, we seck
1l peonle in the full helief thet the blood of”

Jesus Christ will cleanse, and the Holy Snirit tesch

Mectinys for al1ll sges s=re conducted with the

use of the FEnglish langucge. £dults vho do not
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clearly understand Zng
Germen, Itelien or Fussilen is sroken.

The present personnel includes =z nzgtor for
erch languzce groun, three nurses (one ziving

part-time) snd five church visitors. Thesge devoted

nurseg and church visitors cre largely res-ohsible
- Tor the successful vork of the church.
e3¢ N e

inth innusl Fenort, Vornin's Branch,
oci <, page 3.
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. N T TIT oMoy AT MTYIT TTATD
- . IT. THE HISTOEREY COF THE UNFEO

1. THE NEICHBORHOOD ZNVITON

t in one of the »noorest
sections of the city", wrote Dr. Willism T. E

1
g the pestor Tor thirty-nine vezrs.®l* The

who vz 3
neighborhood, located in the heart of Menhsttan's

lower East 5ide, mey ctill be clacssi

the poorest sections in New York. (See the mav on the

el

preceding page).

Mr. Stephen Lengyel, an architect, and & wmember
of DeWitt Hemorial Church, made the following steate-
ment on December 11, 1929, in reply to a letter of
inguiry a_bout the condition of dwelling places in the
neighborhood. "The design of the houses does not
permit the introduction of the proper amount of sun-
light and air into the rooms, the halls are usually
dark and in the interior of tThe building, the ventila-
tion is poor, the toilets are nearly always located
in the public halls, and the sleeping rooms are usually
— | located in the interior of the building with no nat-

ural light or ventilation'.
"""" Housing conditions were chiefly responsible for
_____ & tragedy in the 1life of eight year old Tessie N.

three years ago. In the dark hallwey of her home

o #1%Elsing,Dr.W.T.,"DeWWitt Memorial Church'", The New
York City Mission Monthly, January, 1920.



there were no electric lights and the uncertain gas
flame had either not been lighted‘or had flickered
out. So the girl carried a candie. Her nightgown
caught on fire, her body was burned, her face was so
terribly and permanently disfigured by the loss of
her lower 1lip that children shrink from her. This
is an exceptional‘case, but housing conditions are
such that similar or less serious accidents may and
do happen to many of the church school members.
There are meny vacant houses. The thirty-two
family building beside the church has been entirely
vacant for a year and a half., The present immigra-
tion law cut off the chief source of supply for the
lower East Side tenements. In the local public
school district, there were 16,862 pupils below
Junior High School in September, 1926. 1In December,
1989, there weref 11,481 pupils in the same dis-
trict, according to the January, 193 0, bulletin of

the Lower East Side Community Council.

(2). THE STANDARD OF LIVING.

The only families living in the vicinity of the
church are those who are too poor to afford a better
standard of living, those who are satisfied to live
in the midst of filth, and those who have é special

attachment or work in the neighborhood.



Pushcarts are parked end to end along the curb
of Rivington Street from six o'clock in the morning
until eleven at night or later. Among the noises are
the strident voices of the peddlers advertising their
varied wares, the shrill voices of wrangling purchasers,
the cries of children using the street as a playground,
the insistent honking of automobile horns, the heavy
rumble of trucks.

A lsdy once told the writer that she could not
come to DeWitt Memorial Church because the odor in
the street is so offensive. At the foot of Rivington
Street is a garbage dump where barges loaded with re-
fuse sometimes lie over the week-end. Decayed fruit
and axd vegetables are discaﬁ%d from the pushcarts.
The writer has had unpleassant experiences with gar-
bage carelessly thrown from tenement windows. Strong
smells emanate from a chicken market and a fish mar-
ket under Williamsburg Bridge. Some of the church
school children live above horse stables. One can
hardly walk a block without seeing the street used
as a public toilet.

A statement by Ross L. Finney is applicable:
"All this hideousness serves but to thwart the joy
of 1life. Our nerves are spoiled by the roar of trains,
the crash and clatter of machinery, the discordant
voices of the crowed. The abyss of bare brick walls,
the wind-swept expanse of graveled roofs, and the ever-

present pall of smoke, make us prematurely old.



How terribly depressing it must be to live always,
even in childhood, in an environment of rough pave-
ments, foul smells, harsh, discordant noises, rub-
bish, smoke, and dustl.¥*1x ‘

The housing conditions and the standard of
living furnish an unwholesome environment for the

children of the church school.

2. THE CHUHCH CONSTITUENCY.
(1). THE RACIAL ELEMENTS.

The adult population of the neighborhood is
predominantly foreign-born. While registering be-
fore the last election, the writer observed that
all the thirteen versons shead in the line pre-
sented credentials to prove that they wergpaturalized
citizens.

Using the nationality of the'pareﬁts as a basis,
the church school may be divided into three groups.
The Slavic group, conéisting of Russians, Poles and
Ukrainians, numbers one hundred and thirty-one
scholars. Seventy-eight have Italian parents. Sixty
are in the miscellaneous group. In the total of two
hundred and sixty-nine,-not including the Cradle Roll
and the Hbme Department,;it is estimated that there
are only thiry-three,both of wvhose parents were born

in the United States,

#1*Pinney, Ross L., A Sociological Philosophy of
Education, p. 320-321, MacMillan, 1929. ‘
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The family nanmss of the officers in five wegk-
dey Christian education classes will give a cross-
s_ection of the constituency: Amato, Benedisuk, Bury,
Crump, Deck, Denny, DeSabazto, Deibel, Farish, Gable-
man, Goldman, Greenwich, Grosholz, Kaplish, Kinch,
Kosensky, Kovolsgky, Krasnomowitz, Kristick, HcHMahon,
Rabotinsly, Sein, Seyffart, Sudvorik, Woelfel. At
the Promotion exercises on Rally Day, September 29,
1929, Katherine Kozeletz, Viola Rabotinsky, Michael
Tereletzka, Fred Morofsky, John Dorsch and Raymond
¥White toddled to the platform to receive diplomas
of graduation from the Cradle Roll to the Beginners!
Denartment.

English is the language used in the church
school, with the exception of the Italisn Bible
class. There is a remerkable assimilation in the
classes of chiidren whose parents have wide national
differences. The church school stands with the public
séhool as an important agency in making the city more

homogeneous.

(2). THE MOBILITY OF THE CHURCH CONSTITUENCY.

The steady exodus of prospering families has a
direct relationship to the problem under consideration.
The church records show that one hundred and -sixty-
five persons were received into- the membership of the
English Branch of the church during the eight years
from January, 1922, to December, 1929. All, except/ ‘

six’were members of the church school, %@% sought



membership in the church on confession of faith.
At the time of jJoining, forty-seven were not living
in the neighborhood.

The following table shows the exodus of the one
hundred and eighteen persons who lived in the neigh-
borhood when they joined thevchurch, and the effect

of moving upon their sctivity in the church.

Year Number Number now Number now
joining living st inactive.

& distance

1922 26 18 16
1923 10 10 g
1924 8 7 5
1925 9 7 6
1926 14 8 5
1927 8 3 2
1928 20 - 7 2
1929 23 _a 1

118 61 46

During the period of eight years, fifty-two
percent of those who lived in the vicinity at the time
of joining moved to a distance from the church. Of
the fifty-three who joined during the first four years,
eighty percent have moved away. O0f the sixty-five
who Joined during the second four years, twenty-nine
percent have moved away. These statistics indicate
that it is normal for at least fifty percent of the
active membership to move to a distance within four or

five years after joining the church. At the present

13



time, four out of every five members of the English
Brunch have to travel from twenty minutes to an hour
and a half by subway, trolley, bus or automobile in
order to rezach the church. |

These statistics further suggest the usual effect
of moving from the neighborhood‘upon loyalty to'the

church as indicated by regular attendsnce. Seventy-

nine percent, or forty-cight of the sixty-one who

moved away, became inactive.

Thus, the church constituency is divided into
two distinct groups.
First. There are those who have movéd to & distance,
who are usually inactive in attendance, and who
either send their children to a church school near
their home or to no church school.
Second. There ‘are the foreign-born parents living in
the neighborhood, whose children form the church
school. The study of the present problem centers in

the latter group.

(8). THE FIRST CONTACT WITH MEMBERS OF THE GROUP.
~Bince there is a normal mobility of the con-
stituency, it is important to constantly secure re-

placements. Care is exercised not to use unethical

‘means of proselytism. Contacts are made with those

who have no apparent, vital religious faith or

church affiliations.

Many come to the church at the personal invitation

of some member. Some come because of curiosity. In

their healing ministry to the church constituency, the



nurses establish contacts which interest and attr=ct
others. Each summer about two hundred and fifty
children from the neighborhood are sent to the country
for a Fresh Air trip through the courtesy of the New
York Tribune. A few of this group become interested

in the church school. Some are attracted by the
gymnasium and social activities. When they learn

that these activities are supplementary to the religious
activities, & few join the church school.

The most fruitful contacts are usually made by
canvassing. Church visitors enter the houses with
parts of the Bible in vérious languages, tracts, and
an invitstion to attend any of the thirty-five weekly
meetings at the church which seem best adapted to the
needs of the situation. Personal relationship with
God is discussed, if possible. Practical Christianity ;
is exemplified in meeting rebuffs and in giving help

to needy people.

15
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CHAPTER THREE.
TEE RELIGIOUS LIFE OF THE CRQUP.
I.THE INTELLECTUAL RELIGIOUS LIFE.

1. TEE SOURCES OF RELLIGIOUS CONCEPRTS.

(1). The nome. In few, if any, of the homes is

1

.

direct, systematlic religious instruction given

=

by the parents. But the comments and attitudes
of the parents are important in forming the re-

ligious concepts of the children.

(2). The Church.

(2) . The Church Scnool is the richest source of
information about religion. Graded instruction,
in Sundey and week-day classes, aims to develop
3%vholesome religious concepts throughout childhood
and youth.

(b). The Pastor's Class of Instruction for pro-
spective chrucih members nas a usual attendance of
twenty-five for a period of threebmonths. Here
religious idess zre discussed and formulated.
(¢c). The preaching cervices, conducted in English,

=, ltalian and Russian, are attended by an

aggregate of about one hundred children each week.
(d). Clubs and other semi-religious groups directly

and indirectly develop religious concepts.
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(3). The Public schoecl teachefé usually avoid
making comments upon religious matters which
come before the 82&53. In a few cases, public
school teachers have tried directly to impress
their own religious céncepts upon the minds of
the scholars to the extent of urging them to

attend certain churches for religious instruction.
<

(4) . Other sources of religious concepts are
private conversstions in the home, church or
street with companions, school mates, business
associates and church visitors, snd the use of
books, wegezines, newspapers, pictures, images,
religious symbols, music. |
NATURE OF THE INVESTIGATION.

2. RrEBMIRBEEENCEVR« RN VERFREREEUM L EMRER B BRES

The writer regrets his inability to make a
cmprehensive investlgation of the religious
concepts which dwell in the minds of &ll the
church school members. He tried to draw out
statements, both oral and written, from individuals

A questionairre for the entire school

[oX
&
o
o
o
2}

an
was considered. But this idea wes discarded be-
cause of the almost uniform tendency of the scholars»
to glibly state what they thought the investigator
wished them to state. It was felt that such an
investigation would yield only a compendium of

weetess opinions, having little value.




So the writer, drawing upon his experience
during nine years of continuous, daily contact
with the group, ventures to seléct certain state-
ments, which were secured under somewhat satis-
factory circumstances, snd which he deems to be

typical.
3. CONCEPTS OF GOD.

(1). THE BEGINNER'S CUNCEPT OF GOD.
"The great thing is that the child shsll from

the first get such a concept of God as will attract

him to God, end not make him afraid of God or not

interested in Him".®1%

John S. was present when the teacher told the
story of Daniel in the lion's den. Months later,
the department visited the Bronx Zoo. John was
impressed for he nhad never before seen a resl lion.
Holding the teacher's hénd while he stood beside
the cage, he suddenly volunteered a concept of God;
"Daniel was in a den of lions like that. 3But they
could not hurt him for he had God in his neart!.

On Uctober 20, 1929, the teacher described
the flighﬁ of Jesus, Mary =snd Joseph into Egypt.

She showed a large picture of them Journeying un-

der the star-lit sky. ©She asked, "What do you see

Betts, Anna Freelove, Mother Teacher of Heligion,
p.42, Abingdon Fress, 1922.

18



when you look up into the sky at night?t.

"The boogy-man', said Jennie R.

The teacher tried to correct this idea by
substituting 2 concept of God who gave wondérful
nights with the glorious moon and stérs, God who
takkes care of little children all through the
night.

But in many homes vivid concepts of the fear-
ful "poogy-man" are emphasized more often than con-
cepts of God. Parents use this means of frighten-

ing their children into obedience.

The capable principal of the Beginner's De?art-
ment states, "The average Beginner thinks of God as
Creator, Protector, Giver, Loving Father. It is
easy to teach him the love of God because he lives
so close to God".

Anns Freelove Betts states that the child should
think of "God as loving Father, expecﬂing obedience
and trust from his children; God as friendly Protector;
God as ever near zt hand; God who can understand and
sympathize with children and enter into their joys
and sorrows; God as Creator; but above all, God filling

the heart with love and gladnessh.®1% ¥#If he is

e

*1% Betts, Anna Freelove, HMother Teacher of Religion,
n. 50, Abingdon Press, 192%.
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properly instructed as a child when he becomes a

man he will have simply to deepen and broaden his

 knowledge of the Heavenly Father; not to change

ith w1

(2), THE PRIMARY SCHOLAR'S COHCEPT OF GOD.

The following case does not involve members
of the DeWitt Primary Department. But it illus-
trates the deep interéest and free use of the imagin-
ation in thinking about God, which is character-
istic of Primsry children.

On the afternoon of Octeber 11, 1989, the
writer passed two boys crouched on the dusty side-
walk of East 8th Street near the East River. They
were close together leaning against the greasy
wall of a garage, unconscious of being observed.

A seemed to be ébout seven years old while B was
about six. They were earnestly discussing a phase
of their philosophy of life. The writer's atten-
tion was arrested by A's remark:

"It1l bet God could make a building four
million miles high'.

"Inguisitive B asked the profound cuestion,
"ihere is God?"

"Why God is in Heaven, up in the sky".

"What holds him hp there'?

*1sMcMinney, A.H., Average Boys and Girls, p. 82-3
Revell, 19254




"The fairies keep him from falling. But God
is here too. I'll bet he is right behind us now".

A drunken man lurched past while B continued
his search for informeation about God, "How do you
know?" “

"Because God can do anything - only we can't
see him. I'll bet God is in that fire (pointing
toward an ash can on the outer edge of the side-
walk where rubbish is burning). God is in that
truck. And he is in that house".

"Gee, God must be a magicien'.

"Sure he is. God is the strongest man iQ}he
world. Why he could 1lift all the houses In New
York and all the boats out there in the river".

At this juncture, A spied & piece of rope
across the street and ran to sieze it, followed
by B, heedless of the writer'!s urgent request
for an interview. Their conversation showed
concepts of God as objective, omnipresent, om-

nipotent.

During the present season the handwork in
the Primary department has given the scholars an
opportunity to express their ideas of God. To

them God is the Creator, loving Father, Protector,

_Giver, Deliverer, Rewarder. He is real, vital,

powerful,kindly.
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Mary T. Whitley suggeststhat the Primary
child thinks of God as "a Creator, a Giver of

life, a Force that makes growth'!,¥*1¥*

(5).~ THE JUNIOR CHILD'S CONCEPT OF GOD.

A group of juniors in the church school used
the following general terms to describe God, "The
Creator", "the Holy Spirit“, the loving Father®,
the One who is all-powerful both in heaven and on
garth". They also said, "He is good to everybody",
"He helps the sick‘and the poor", "He loves us'",
"He is the best 1éader of allvw,

The Junior has a deeper and broader knowledge
of God than the Primary child. There is ususlly a
keen sense of the presence of God in every-day life

and of fellowship with him. Yet the lack of a clear-

cut conception of God may be illustrated by Rose Y's

remark to the writer, "I don't think there is much
difference between God and Jesus Christ. God is the
Pather and he is a spirit. Juniors are eager to

learn mofe about God from the teacher and from books,

(4) . THE ADOLESCENT'S CONCEPT OF GOD.
A class of early adolescent girls was asked to
write their ideas of God. Katherine S. wrote, "God

is a spirit, he is everywhere. Although we cannqt

*1% Whitley, Mary Theodora, A Study of the Primary

Child, Westminister Press.
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see him, he is next to us and watching over us.
God has done many things for me'.

Louise G. wrote, "God is with us in trouble
and when we are happy". Mary P. stated, "He is
our Savio%r. He is a Holy Ghost". Vera N. said,
"I think God is up in the heavens and looks down
upon us to bless ust

‘The adolescent tests and readjusts his ideas
about God. It is a time of searching and uncertainty,
There may be overempnasis upon certain sttributes of
God“and vague notions about other attributes. Usually
his concept of God becomes fixed during later adoles-

cence.,
4. CONCEPTS OF JESUS CHRIET.

(1) . THE BEGINNER'S CONCEPT OF JESUS CHRIST.

"The concept which the child needs of Christ is
of his surpassing goodness, his unselfish courage and
his loving servicel,¥*1%

The principal of the department said; "They love
the Christmas story of Jesus as a baby, and the other
stories of his 1life which reveal him as a friend and

helper",

(2). THE PRIMARY CHILD'S CONCEPT OF JESUS CHRIST.
The lesgson material for use during the first

three months of 1930 is designed to develop concepts

*1%*Betts, Anna Freelove, Mother Teacher of Religion,
p. 50, Abingdon Press, 1922.



24

of "Jesus and the Children'. Some of the lesson
titles are: "Children Coming to See Jesush, "Jesus
Meking a Sick Boy Well!', "Jesus Making s Little Girl
Live Agaln," iChildren Singing to JesuQ", "Jesus
Loving Chlldren A 11 Over the World". |

The Primary child thinks of Jesus as one who
went about doing good, performing miracles, helping

people and animals. He is a friend and an example.

(2). THE JUNIOR'S CONCEPT OF JESUS CHRIST.

A group of the church school Juniors said,
"Jesus was God's Son'", "He was a good man", "He
was a sinless man'", "He was about the same as God".

Nen F. Weeks, who prepéred the lesson text
being used during the first three months of 1930,
stated in the introduction:

"The lesson stories in this book are about the
greatest Hero who ever lived. From them you may
learn about the things he did and the places he saw
when he was & Junior boy. Not only was he brave and -
fearless, but he was strong and athletic, able to
climb rugged mountains and to take long hikes. But
he always used né’splendld courage and his fine
strength to help the weak and the sick and the suffer-
ing. Unlike other heroes, this Hero, Jesus of Nazar-
eth, is not only kind and courageous himself, but be-
cause he is the Son of God, he is able to help us to
be kind and courageous tool ,*1¥%

The boyhood of Jesus is appealing. He 1is the
object of hero-worship. Imagination fills in vivid
details concerning his life and work. There is ad-
miration for his noble qualities. Curiosity leads

e
*1%Weéks,Nan F.,Course IV, Junior First Year,PartlI,
p. 7, The Judson Press, 19@9.
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) to many dquestions about Jesus and to reading about
him. He is readily accepted as the Saviq%r and the
Son of God. The Junior period is a precious time
for developing proper concepts of Jesus Chﬁgt.
"During the literal submissive period of development
when many boys and girls are in the Junior Depart-
ment they should be led to confess Jesus Christ as

their Lord and Master and to acknowledge the Heaven-

1y Father as their Godm".¥1:

(4) . THE ADOLESCENT'S CONCEPT OF JESUS CHRIST.
Five girls in early adolscence made the follow-
ing comments about Jesus Christ:
"Jesus Christ was a great teacher. He healed
the sick‘and gave the blind their eyésight“.'
"I would say that he.is the one we can look
forward to. Jesus is an example we all try to follow."
"He is the Son of our Father'.
"Jesus is our Saviofr". |
"Jesus Christ is the Son/ﬁf God. He has helped
many people by teaching them about God. He healed

the sick. Jesus suffered for us'h.

Jesus Christ becomes more subjectively personal
to the Junior. Dogmatic statements by adults no long-

er satisfy. The mind is seeking for truth about Christ.

w1 McKinney, A.H., Average Boys and Girls, p. 83,
Revell, 19£5.



Often there is deep loye for Christ, personal
loyalty to him, a dedication of the life to his
cause. The concepts of Christ have broadened.
Vhere there has been intelligent guidance through
periods of intellectual doubt, the concepts of
Christ stand upon a peasonable and satisfying

foundation.
5. CONCEPTS OF THE BIBLE

Beginners do not have an adequate conception

of the Bible as the Word of God.

Primary children know that stories about God
and Jesus Christ are found in the Bible. They call
the Bible the Word of God without having a clear

idea of its inspiration and uniqueness.

Juniors have a genuine interest in the Bible.
They wish to know its history. During the last
guarter of 1929, the Deparfment studied the menner
. in which the Bible came to us. They develop ability
to use it. Each member of the Junior department keeps
a notebook in which he writes a summary or paraphrase
of the chapters studied in Matthew. Appropriscte
pictures are inserted. One girl copied sixteen
chapters of Matthew in lchg-hand in three weeks.
Juniors and early adolescents easily memorize Bible
vergﬁes. For Rally Day, 1929, each graduate from the
Junior Department memorized John 15:1-17, I Corinthians

12, and Luke 10:27-37.
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About forty adolescents belong to the Pocket
Tegtament League, and carry the New Testament or
parts of it with them &1l the time. A few of thenm
made the following statements: .

"The Bible is a holy book. It is ﬁhe only book
that has the resl truth. The Bible is not of any
use to us 1f we do not know what is in itW.

‘ﬁWe should always believe in the Bible because
it is God's words"..

"The Bible is a book of God'.

"We could never be told the truth, if we did
not have the Bible. If a man or a woman would tell
us something, we would believe what they told us.
But if we have a Bible, we could lcok up and see if

this person has told the truth'.

The adolescent does not think of the Bible as
merely a story book. Although he does not use it
much, he believes that it contains truth concerning
the complex l1life problems he is trying to solve.

He sometimes asks for the interpretation of & diffi-
cult passage. Few of the church school use the
Bible systematically. It is seldom used by scholars

at home to prepare the church school lesson.



6. CONCLUSION

The concepts of God, Jesus Christ and the
Bible which have been set forth are the result
of' a personal investigation by the writer. It
was 1mpossible to conduc%t a comprehensive study.
The principal of the‘Beginners‘ department stated
a Gifficulty in studying the intellectual aspect
of religious 1life in her department when she said
that only occasiocnally does she observe a reaction
which indicates that a new religious concept has

been accepted and taken root in the mind.

The conclusions in this phase of the study
are based upon friendly conversations with scholars
and evaluation of their spontaneous remarks. It
has been learned that their religious concepts are
usually hazy, confused, mixed with superstition,
ahd’ influenced by the Greek Orthodox or Roman

Catholic background in the home. The religious

28

life of the group is more emotional than intellectual.
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IT. THE EMOTIONAL RELIGIOUS LIFE.
1. THE ARTISTIC INTERESTS OF THE GROUP.

"Religion and art spring from the same fount
of the personal being, viz., the feelings. Art is
the expression of the feelings in the presence of
the beautiful or sublime; religion is the expres-
sion of the feelings in the presence of the divine.
When the divine is considered perfect and beautiful,
as well as good and true, then religion and art have
in part identical elements. Religion is not prim-
arily what a man thinks; this is dogma, creed, or
philosophy. Nor is religion primarily what a man
does, for the deeds of man may be done under neces-
sity or from motives of prudence or convention. But
religion is primarily what a man is, what he feels,
in the presence of the 8upreme Person, and then, and
then (italics), what he thinks and does in consequence
of such feeling,W*l¥

On December 27, 1929, the writer visited eight
Slavic and eight Italian homes to study the artistic'

interests in representative homes where the church

school members live.

(1). THE GENERAL APPEARANCE OF THE HOMES.
The general appearance of the homes might be

classified as follows:

Slavic Italian
- Clean 3 4
Untidy ‘ 3 3

Dirty 2 1
. The untidiness was due to ?laying children or

other circumstances which could not be gvoided,

¥1%Horne, Herman Harrell, Ph.D., The Philosophy of
Education (Revised), p. 183, MacMillan, 1927



&0

The desire to besutify thefhome Was sometimes crudely
expressed. The Italian aesthetic taste seemed better
than the Slavic. At the only Slavic home where there
was a Christmas tree, figures were arranged at the
base to represent the Nativity scene. In one home

the poverty was such that there were not enough chairs

- for all the large femily to be seated at the same time.

The rooms were in semi-darkness because the gas had

been turned down for the sake of economy.

(2). PICTURES: in the sixteen homes visited.

Slavic Italian
Religious pictures ' 4 3
Painting by member of family 2
Cheap prints P 2
Family groups 5 53
Graduation pictures 4 . 1
Framed diplomas 3 2
Crayon drawings (school work) 1
Gaudy calendars 3 1

The only pictures with artistic merit had
religious symbolism. In one Slavic home, four
pictures were arrenged to be used as icons. Several
of these pictures in both Slavic and Italian homes
represented Christ's figure with a large, red bleeding
heart exposed. Religious pictures have been iImportant

factors in the background of both groups.
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In one home the only pidggg was the gaudy print
on. .a large calendar. In another home a seventy-seven
year oid man amuses himself trying to paint pictures.
A young ex-soldier has decorated the walls of his home

with his own paintings.

(3). MUSIC: in the sixteen homes visited.

Slavic Italian

Homes with no music 5] 4
Music of some kind 5 4
Musician in the family 3 2
Violin 1 1
~Accordion 2

Piano 1
Banjo 1
Phonograph 2 1
Radio 1 3

Th§§lavic people showed a deeper appreciation

.of good music. The church school members who assist

- by playing musical instruments in any of the church

oF
services are all eitherSlavic or of American parentage.

"No other form of expfession can take the place of
music in creating a spirit of reverence and devotion
or in inspiring religious feelingh.®1¥ Parents
usually desire their children to develop musical
ability. A unicue feature was that in one Slavic

home there were singing canaries flying about the room.

#1% Betts,George Herbert, How to Teach Religion, p.72
Abingdon Press, 1919.



(4). LITERATURE: in the sixteen homes visited.

Slavic Italian

The Bible , 8 | 7
Library books 5 3
School books 8 8
Boy's story books owned 1 3
Girls!' story books owned 1

Nature books 1
Cheap novels 1

There were school books in every- home. All,
except a new family in contact with the church for
only & short time, had a Bible or pért of the Bible.
waever, the Bible is not frequently used. The best
secular literature was thalt suggested or recuired in
connection with public school work. In all of the
homes there were tabloid newspapers.:  Very few of the

magazines cost more than five cents.
2. WORSHIP.

(1). FAMILY WORSHIP.

It is difficult to make an accurate general
statement about worship in the home. The writer
knows no church school family in the neighborhood
where the parents daily read the Bibie and pray
with'the whole family. In a few cases children
have used prayers for grace at the table which
they had learned in the church school. But the

practice usually lasted for only a short time.
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kThere are individuals who daily have private wor-
ship. Often there is little privacy at home. -Some Qf-
fer prayers while going to work or to school in the
morning, and some seek out quiet places to read their
Bibles. In a few homes several of the children worship
together. Some of the mothers teach the young children

to say a prayer before going to bed at night.

(2) . PUBLIC PRAYER IN CHURCH. .

The Beginaners and Primary s@%@ig;s usually offer
their prayers in unison, either repeating a prayer
previously memorized, or saying phrase by phrase after
the teacher. The Juniors repeat memorized prayers and
begin to frame their own simple expressions. In all
the departments the 43@%&%?5 are willing to suggest
subjects for prayer; At the Intermediate week-day
session, requests for prayer are made. Then members
of the class volunteer to pray in accord with each

of these requests.



3. CONCLUSION.

Beforekbeing enrolled as members of the church
school most of the group were accustomed to a form
of religion in which it was not necessary to make
much use of the intellect. They sensed the presence

of God.

They have & traditional love for ritual, sacred
plctures and music. This is demonstrated by the man-
ner in which they decorate their homes and by their
appreciation of ritualistic parts of the churc%§er—
vice. The emotions are the chief means by which mem-

bers of the group approach God.



III. THE VOLTIONAL RELIGIOUS LIFE.

X 1. A GENERAL STATEMENT.

. The volitional religious life is the realm in
which will is supreme. The volitions of the indi-
vidual and the group guide the concepts and the
emotions to fruition in’various forms of expression,

action, habits and attitudes.

DeWitt Memorial Church helps many to set a high
standard of ideals and heabits as they go through the
process of readjustment during childhood and youth.

In the polyglot neighborhood, volitions are exercised
to make adjustments between inherited racial attitudes,
imported from various European countries, and the
impinging habits of the local group. There is don-
fusion and unrest in the lives of those young people
whose parents habitually, or usually, speak a foreign
language, eaf and dress in European peasant fashion,
and worship God in their own traditional menner.

TAlthough it is not the central function of the
church school to promote general culture, it is its
province to éad whatever values it can to 1life without
militating against the realization of its fundamental
aims".¥13% In December, a missionary heard a little
girl say to her mother, "0 mother, that is not the

way to decorate a Christmas tree. At the chifach they

#1%The Indiana Survey of Religious Education,Vol.II,
p. 370, George H. Doran, 1924. b
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trim it this way". And in more serious 1life situations,
the standards of the church have a powerful influence,

Meny find the church to be second only to their homes

as a vital factor in influencing their life habits.

£. DEVOTIONAL HABITS AND ATTITUDES.

Most of . the group come from homes where there is
a love of ritual, beautiful music, and religious agen-
éies which appeal to the emotions rather than the in-
tellect. Sensing this a&sthetic feeling, the auditorium
pews, pulpit furniture, altar rail and electric Tix-
tures were recently changed to harmonize-more with the
architecture of the room. The response in the form of
a more reverent attitude was noticeable.

A study of the bebavioﬁr during prayer shows deep
reverence in all cases where there is discipline.
Sometimes Juniors and a?olescents are tense in their
attitude. A girl in early adolescence said, "I really
believe in God because when I pray, my prayers are
often answered", A;few have to endure the persecution
of ridicule by members of their family. The effect is
either to deepen their earnestness or cause them to
stop coming to the church.school.

Xﬁhanksgiving dinnér was about to be served at
John's home. As the family gathered at the table

John said, "We must thank God for this food". His
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mother suggested that he pray. John directed all to
bow their heads, and then repeated, "Heavenly Father,
we thank thee for this food". Not only had this little

boy learned a beautifu%f lesson, but he had applied it

to his life at just the right time and place.

3. MORAL HABITS AND ATTITUDES.

"The volition of the individual in the presence
of:right and wrong is morality".¥*1¥ G. Stanley Hall
says: 'S0 closely bound together are moral and reli-
gious training that a discussion of the one without
the other would be incomplete".*2% In the religious
training of the church school an effort is made to
develop "the volition of the individual in the presence
of right: and wrongt.

' Children will thoughtlessly or willfully disobey,
and the teacher endeavors to create & desire to do what
is rigﬁt.‘ For instance, at the work table children
are not supposed to touch the material until all have
received their portion. When & child touches his
material before the teacher gives permission, 1t is

£F

taken away until The punishment has been effective.

#*1% Horng, Herman Harrell, Ph.D., The Philosophy of
Education (Revised), p. 140, MacMillan, 1927.

*g% Clark, John King, Systematic Morasl Educatibn,
p. 11, Barnes, 1911.



38
When the teacher gently but firmly enforcés discipline,
the child realizes the reason for the correction, and
usually reacts by desiring to do what is right. "Children
find which actions pay and which do not by the way other

people treat them".¥1*

Primary girls and boys spend much of their time
in thé4land of "make-believe'. Even when they know
there is no real Santa Claus, they respond eagerly to
stories about him. In their liberal use of imegination “
the children are not guilty of falsehood. Their moral

life cannot be Judged by adult standards.

The restless Junior is in the process of rapidly
moulding life habits. He has immature, but decided,
ideas about right and wrong. His ideas may not be
correct, for he will lie in loyalty to his street
gang. A dozBn of these boys meet at the church as a
group of Boy Rangers of America. They use Indé%n'
nemes, sign language, and are potential Indians.

- One of the Junior boys asked his mother, "Are
we a regular family?t |

"Why.do you ask"?

"Because father don't smoke or drink, and you
don't use lipstick".

Several of the Junior boys begin to smoke and
drink. One may hear Juniors tell about drinking wine

in their hown homes or at the homes of friends.

#1%Whitley, Mary Theodora, A Study of the Little Child,
p. 30, Westminister Press, 1921.
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In early adolescence boys and girls assume many
new responsibilites. "The mind is begiﬁning to com-
prehend the meaning of moral principles as distinguished
from arbitrary rules, and of absolute as distinguiéhed
from relative values. It is in adoiescence that the
most rapid advances are made toward a reél inner in-
terpretation of duty".¥1¥ They are often little motheré
for younger brothers and sisters. At the last church
school picnic several adolescents were able to come
only on condition that they bring infant brothers and
sisters with them. It was pathetic to see a fourteen-
year old boy rocking the baby to sleep. He was on the
verge of tears because he wanted to play ball with the

other boys. This was not an exceptional case.

In the Junior and early adolescent period there
is much imitation of older people. The scoutmaster
’exercises a powerful influence in setting an example
for hie troop. The boys attend the mornimg church
service because he attends. They imitate his manner-
isms. He is their hero. The only church school
classes which have’held together through the adolescent
period are those whose teachers have had magnetic
personalities. This is the period when a definife
allegiance to Christ and the churqh is most easily

cultivated.

#1% Tracy,Frederick, The Psychology of Adolescence,
p. 163, MacMillan, 1924. »
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The sex problem arises during the adolescent
period. In 1929 the writer held a series of informsl
Sunday evening meetings with a group of six young
men to discuss life problems. As a group and privately,

sex relationships were discussed. None of them had
ever talked with their parents about the matter.
Their chief source of sex information had been the
indecent falk of the poolroom and the social club
in a hired room. Their ideas kad been highly colored

by motion picture presentations.

There are wide extremes in the moral life of
adolescents. Among the girls there is intolerance
for any of their number who have Ygone wrong'.
One young lady, who 1s engaged tb be mearried, recently
told the writer some ofb%heals for a home. She
wants her "boy friend" to belong to her church, she
wants to have family worship in her home, and she
desires to inject spirituality into agll the home re-
lationships. ©Six years ago she was a starved little
orphan under the care of a relative. She came through

a period of threatened tuberculosis with restored

health and a deep spiritual experience. ©She is a

‘church school teacher. At the church she gained ideals

for her home and her life.

At a recent meeting of young poeple the following

expressions were madé:



Anna N. said, " Girls expect the fellows to be
square with them".

Joseph A., a nineteen-year old boy who provides
a home for three younger children because his mother
died and his father deserted the children, said;
"When a young man picks a wife he is not going fo
choose the girl who has let him pet her whenever he
pleased®.

Lawrence D. said, "Young men expect the girls to

e on the level with them®,

Unfortunately, there is much immorality in the

Russian and Polish group. Ch%%ch school children

are involved in several cases of men who have established

homes here although they have wives in Furope. A
Russian boy at the church camp heard a chapel speaker
urge the boys to love their mothers who had sacrificed
so much for them. While walking away he said to a
friend, "I wonder what that bird would say if he had

a mother like mine"., The mother had left home to live
with a man who was not her husband. For the past
eight years the church school has been a steadying

influence in this boy's life.

Drinking habits have an unwholesome effect upon
the children in the families. For instance, the father
of nine church school children, including the Cradle
Bo}l members, celebrated last Christmas by being drunk

for almost a week. On the Sunday before Christmas
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he stole the phonograph records to pawn. Hisywife
took the children's best clofhes to the church so
that they might not also be pawned. Such a father
is sure to influence the moral habits and attitudes

of his children.

4., SOCIAL HABITS AND ATTITUDES.

(1). NATIONAL CUSTOMS.

Many of the socdal habits are relics of Eufopean
customs. Although the church sciool group does not
always participate, these customs influence and touch

their lives.

The emotional Italian makes a great display when
there is a funeral. By paying regularly to a burial
association he may have available one or two thousand

dollars. -He engages an undertaker who advertises the

b
coffins in a window display. His égib or lodge will

have a holiday to mourn with th. He provides liberal

refreshments for a wake on the nights between the time

of death and the funeral. A band leads the funeral

procession. Before the coffin wealk little girls dres-

sed to represent angels, wearing imitation wings. The

coffin is carried by six men for several blocks. The

mourners follow on foot.

In-the Italian colony there is an occasional

street celebration in honor of some Roman Catholic

42



g

-

saint. The street will be brilliantly illuminated

for at least three blocks. Over the sidewalk will be

a large plaster-of-paris representation of the saint
with appropriate pictures for a background. Huge

candles burn. The people give their money to a treasurer
who sits below the Saint. Each evening an Italian band
will play operas. .In spite of the din and foar from
neighboring streets, people will stand in rapt attention

while the band plays grand opera.

Baptisms and marriages are the occasions for great
festivity. The Russién people retain many of the reli-
gious customs of the Greek Orthodox church to which they
formerly belonged. For instance, many of the church
school children have two Christmas celebrations, at
the church on December 25th, and the "Russian Christmash

two weeks later.

(2) . PLAY GROUNDS.

The location of the neighborhood playgrounds with
reference to DeWitt Memorisl Church is indicated on the
map, page 438,

Corlear's Hook Park,.six blocks from the church,
has an area of 7.458 acres.®1¥ About three acres are
available for a playground. Here are swings, slides,

a merry-go-round and a ball field.

#1% 0fficial Directory of the City of New York,1929,p.140
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4 HENRY STREET SETTIEMENT
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Hamilton Fish Park, three blocks from the church,
has an area of 3.6 acres.*1¥ There are slides, swings,
several basket ball courts, a small gymnasium, and about
& half acre which may be flooded to form & shallow pool
for bathing or ice skating. Henry Street Settlement,
five blocks form the church, has a cemented area one
block long and forty feet wide, available for handball
courts.

The public schools open their gymnasiums in the
summer tb be used as playgrounds during certain hours.

Two settlement houses have gymnasiumé for a limited
number,

Many children use the roof's of houses as playgrounds.
While fleeing from imaginary Indians, one ¢f the church
school boys steppeé off into space and was killed.

Lack of playgrounds is responsible for the streets
being so filled with playing children. During the last
six months of 1929, this was the direct cause of five
people being seriously injured by automobiles at the
corner of Rivington and Columbia Streets, near where
DeWitt Memorial Chruch stands.

The environment in which the children play is not
only physically dangerous but also morally dangerous.

In the street they hear vile language and see filthy
words written upon the buildings. Parents have difficulty

in selecting proper companions for the boys and girls.

*1% Official Directory of the City of New York,1929,p.140
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Gangs ofAboys and cliques of girls form without proper
guidance. "Crap!" games on the sidewalk are numerous.
Racial antipathy is sometimes openly expressed. On
October 20, 1929, at Rivington and Pitt Streets, an
Irish policeman yelled at a group of women and children
who were Jewish and Italian, "Hurry up, you _ _ dummies",.
This was doubtless an exceptional case, but it was an
open expression of the undercurrent of racial feeling

which many people in the neighborhood have.

(3). OTHER RECREATTONS.

Most of the Juniors and adolescents are interested
in athletics. They play with or support the two basket
ball teams entered in the tournament of the.Inter-chufch

Athletic Association.

Each summer from fifty to seventy-five of the church

school members go to camps where there is organized recrea-

‘tion. Perhaps a dozen of the young men frequent pool rooms.

Some of the adolescents go to public dance halls. The
girls are hardly to be blamed for hesitating in some
cases to invite boy friends into squalid homes. One

may observe many étreet flirtations and door-step fare-
wells. The tendency is to seek recreation outside of the

home.

The cheap motion picture furnishes a common form of
amusement. On January 13, 19%50, the writer went to the

Betsy Ross Theater on Cannon Street. The charge for
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admission is five cents in the afternoon and ten cents at
night. The seating capacity is 527. Both the exterior

and the interior are dingy. One felt as though vermin were
crawling over the seats. Men and boys wear their hats
while in the building - a Jewish custom. The smell of the
place was most unpleasant and the‘ventilation was poor.

The law that little children cannot enter unaccompanied

by adults did not seem to be strictly enforced. Venders

“were going up and down the aisles, selling sodi/water,

ice creazm, candy, chewing gum and potato chips.

The feature picture was "A Miliion for Love!. The
leading actors represented a narcotic peddler, a brutal
prison warden and an innocent convict who escaped. There

was much shooting and raﬁid action. A child could easily

get the impression that might is right, that it is all

right to kill if one can only "get away with ith.

The comedy picture was "Don't Get Nervous". It con-
cerned a groom's frantic efforts to secure ten dollars so
that he could get married. There was much chasing and
throwing, to the delight of the audience. "South Sea
Rose! was to be shown the next week.

The best part.of the entertainment was the music.

The pipe organ even played a few classical numbers.

The motion picture "with its appea1“;§ the eye-gate,
that surest of all avenues to indelibility¥portrayal of
adventure and activity, its starring of heroes, and 1its
often crude and unsubtle hiumor, is pushing out the walls
of the child's world on every side. The child of today

{ -of impression,its suspended excitement,its )
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is perfectly femiliar with many idesas, many phases of

‘social life, many human emotions, of which the child of
ten years ago was utterly unconseioush.®1¥

5. THE HIATUS BETWEEN RELIGICUS CONCEPTS AND CONDUCT.

Sabbath observance is emphasized in the church school
because there is such a pull toward the European type of a
Sunday holiday. But a large proportion of the church
school members have two great events scheduled for each
Sunday -~ church’in the morning and the sensationsl movie

in the afternoon. Parents will send them to the movies

to get rid of themn.

Lying, cheating and stealing is sometimes observed.
There must be & careful referee at all games played in

the gymnasium. All money and valuables must be secured

4

behind 1ocked ioors. Many cases have been observed of
boys énd girls who stole money, scaris, gloves, hats,
coats, etc.

In September, 1829, eight boys in later and middle
zdolescence purchased a Studebaker automobile for $75.
There was considerable reckless driving, at least one
drinking party, and then it developed that only two could
pay their share of the original cost and upkeep for the
car. It was decided to have a raffle for the announced
purpose of purchasing basket ball uniforms to be uséd
while playing on the church team. The real purpose of the

raffle was to pay for the car. Two hundred tickets were

N . . LUy
*1% Powell, Marie Cole, Junior Method In the Chmuch School,
p. 25-26, Abingdon Press, 19&3.
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sold agjén cents each belore the writer learned about the
affair and discovered that his name was being used to pro-
mote the scheme. The gambling Jeatures of the plan were
pointed out to the boys. .They held & conference, and
decided to return the money they had already received.
They gave the writer all the unused raffle tickets. They

had been swept along by group psychology until their con-

duct was beneath their religious concepts.
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6. CONCLUSION

TThat our efforts to teach religiocn are largely
counber icted by the learner's contacts with the life
of our time has been lamented by many, but no likely
remedy is proposed. The reason wny we cannot think

& remedy is that we only half perceive the nature

hur

O

Hy

of the problemV.¥*1% And even when people know what

J-de

g right, and feel themselves under the urge of emo-
tion to do the right, they may still lack sufficient
voliticnal power to meke permenent or put into action

intentions.
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This is true in the case of & majority of the
church school meumbers. There are conspicuous examples
of high grade Christian living. But the moral conduct
oi the group is usually on & lower plane than the reli-
gious knowledze and religious feeling. Often the voli-
tions &re not properly cultivat at home because the
parents‘do not understand or do not care. The scholars
approach God with the emotions and the intellect, but
their religious development is seriously retarded by

unculfiveted
wesek volitions.

#1% Coe, George A., What is Christian Educasion? p.4
Scribners, 19£9.
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CHAPTER FOUR

CUTSTANDING NEEDS.

Important needs in the field of Christian

educetion have become apparent through this study

of the religious 1life of DeWitt Memorial church

school members. These-nesds—gre—elassified—in

This

section of the thesis may serve the double purpose
of briefly (1) emphasizing outstanding deficiencies
in the religious life of the school, and (2)
directing attention to the points where curriculum

principles are most necessary.

I. THE OBJECTIV;ES OF THE SCHOCL.

There is no commonly-accepted, clear-cut
objective for DeWitt Memorial church school.

Some parents send their children to the school
because they feel that the Christian training will
be beneficiel. Some parents send their children
to keep them off the street, or because neighbor
children attend, or because the church visitor has
urged attendance until & habit has been formed.

The teachers aim "to make good Christians®,
which may mean much or little. The immediate ob-
jective of most of the voluntsgr teachers is "to
teach the lesson", which is outlined for them in
a gquarterly. There is a dull, monotonous uniform-

ity in the teaching, with no great goal in view.
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The objective of some of the children is to earn

recognition for faithful attendance. The Cross and
Ten percent

Crown pin system is used. £-Few of the teachers use
a8 system of awards for church schocl éttendance,
church attendance, prayer offered in the class and
Bible reading. ©Some pupils heve the aim of wishing
to know more about God and his will for their lives.
There are those, such as Anna K. and Anna S. who have
such a2 high aim in attending the church schocl that

-

f petty persescuticn by
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they are

DeWitt Memorial church school needs a definite
statement of its ultimete objective . Immediate
objectivesz, attainable at successive stages during
the course of study, should be qﬁfined and arranged

in systemetic order.

IT. THE NAIGHBORHOCD HOMES.

Many of the homes have been transplanted to the
lower cast side of HManhattan from a peasant community
in Sicily or Russia. Older members of theafamilies
cling to the Zuropean customs. Younger members, among
thém the church school group, bring American habits

into the homes. Usually these familiss have spent

their American sojourn within the limits of their own
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ashamed of theiﬁ parsnts,.

Most of the parents are handicapned by voluan-
tary and involuntary isolaticon from American peOple '
and customs, by inability to read or write even in
their native language, and by low-grade mentality.
They cannot teach the Christianity of the Bible to
their children because they know little about this
form of Christianity. Thus, there is a need for the
Christian training of parents, which is a function
of the church.

Another need is Christian training by the par-
ents, which is a function of the home. The parents
need to understand the school objectives and to co-
operate more in reaching toward them. The parents
neaed to reazlize their tremenduous respensibility for
the Christian education of their own children. And
then they should be given tools; encouragement and

guidance for doing this important constructive work.

ITT. THE POLYGLCT CHURCH.

A wmajority of the church constituency does not
rzsalize the nature of the Christian educatioﬁ pro-
blems and opportunities which face the school. An
official board of nine elders is elected to repre-
s=nt the English-speaking congregation. Not one of
these men lives in the neighborhood or understands
the Christian education situation. Six of them never

visit in the homes of church school members.. The

officisl bhoard and almost all of the English congre-
gon) o
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gation were once members of tae church scaool, and

|ds

realize 1ts importance to the church and the com-

munity. But they héve not kewnt race with the changimg‘
pfoblems, and are not at present qﬁalified to held
intelligently in working out a solﬁtion.

The school is so important to DeWitt Memorial
Church that the whole church program should he re-
organized from the standpoint of Christisn education.'
The future of the church involves the intereétsof
those families which are now unable to enter fully
into the duties and privileges of the institution.

The major objectives of the schoil need to bhe ac-
cepted as objectives of the whole church in its

here should be a common focus

Hi

polyglot activities.

for all the church activities.

IV. THE UNTRAINED TSACHERS.

There are twenty-four teachers snd officers in
the church school. Five are paid church visitérs.
Most of the volunteer teachers have moved all their
lives in a very narrow sphere. Their formal educa-
tion did not usually extend beyond the second year
in high school.

These leaders volunteered in response to an
urgent appeal by the pastor for church school teachers.
The chief qualification was that they have a desire

to take an active part in the work of the school.



Little or no preliminary traihing in pedagogy or in
principles and methods of Christian education was re-
quired, except in the case of the department princi-
pals. When once anchored in a teaching position, most
of the teachers got into a rut in their methods.

There are always present on the staff a few
teachers who are negligent in attendancé, promptness
and preparation. They seem to feel that their duty is
performed if they are able to rush in before the wor-
ship period is over and fill in‘Xime during a thirty-
minute class period. The carelessness and inefficiency
of such teachers seriously handicap; their pupils.

There is a. need for a better gquality of teaching.
If drastic measures were adopted the standards of the
present staff could be raised to a much higher level.
Perhaps the chief need of the teachers is for a con-
stant deepening and enrichment of Christian spirit and

zeal.
V. THE NEGLECTED PUPILS.

There 1s a need for a better understanding of
the 1life situations of the individual pupils. Many
of the teachers never visit the homes of their
pupils and have few intimate contacts with them out-
side of the school sessions. Within the past two
years only three teachers have invited their classes
to thelr nomes. This leads to the observation that
the teachers, except the church vigitors, do not

know thelr pupils, and cannot intelligently guide them.



There is a need for more adaptation of curriculum
matefial to the usual biological, physiological, socio-
logical, psychological and philosophical needs of aver-
age persons at each age level. At the Sunday sessions,
the Beginners and Primary children are tsught with the
Westminister lesson material, the Juniors have Graded
Lessons of the Keystone Series, and the Intermediates
and Seniors have the Improved Uniform’Series of the
International Sunday School Lessons. The principals
of each department have a general idea of what lesson
material is being used in the other departments. But
there is no organized course of study for the whole
school which avoids duplications and which aims to
cumulatively develop the religious life of the pupils.
A1l the pupils from twelve years of age to twenty-one
have the same lesson material.

Hence there is a need for a bettef understanding
of the pupils and for more adaptation of the curriculum.

material to meet their 1life situations.

VI. THE INTELLZCTUAL NEEDS.

In such a mixed group religious coﬁcepts need
clarification and organization. ©Some traditional
superstitious ideaé must be discarded because they
are not founded upon facts. For instance, the use
of the novenz as a means of invoking divine favor 1is
superfluous. Some primitive concepts need to be de-

veloped, "filled full" of meaning. For instance, the
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average pupil will readily say that Jesus Christ is

the Savio%r, without having a clear conception of what

that fact means.

There is a need for more intimate contact with
Biblical truth. In some of the classes extrane?ué
material is allowed to crowd out the Biblical material.
DeWitt Memorial church school needs a transcendent

estmate of God as revealed in Jesus Christ.

VI. THE EMOTIONAL NEEDS.

It is normel for the church school members to
emphasize the emotional rather than the intellectual
aspects of Christianity. The values of the emotional
approach to God need to be conserved and directed into
wholesome channels of expression. There should‘be
cultivation of proper emotional expression through wise
use of religious pictures, music, literature, worship.
There is a need for control and motivation of the na-
tive emotional capacity toward s regulated, vital ex-

perience of fellowship with God.

VII. THE VOLITIONAL NEEDS.
The church school members are exposed to low.

ideals and attitudes on the neighboring streets, and

often in their own homes. The vicinity of the church

is a breeding—gréund for New York gangsters. The

dowvnward pull upon the members of the church school
is constant. There is a need for those elements in
the curriculum which will strengthen weak volitiocnal

powers.
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Petty thé&fts are common. It is not safe to
leave any article of value unguarded in the church.
Even Bibles have been stolen.

The checking of wrong tendencies must be handled
according to the circumstances of individual cases.
Temptations should nét be placed before the pupils.
There is a need for an integration of Christian con-
cepts and emotions into life habits and attitudes.
There is need for a concentration of influences which
will lead tb a definite decision for life commitment

to God's service.



CHAPTER FIVE
FOUNDATION CURRICULUM PRINCIPLES.
N -
I. THE IMPORTANCE OF CURRICUL PRINCIPLES.

In the DeWitt Memorial church school the curri-
culum is the sum of a1l the means applied for the
Christian education of the pupils. Betts and Haw-
thorne say that the curriculum is "all of the edu-
cative situations provided by the organized school
prOgraﬁ“.*l* The curriculum is a means to an end.

Curriculum principles are the synthetic state-
ments of pedagogical truth which serve as the founda-
tion for the methods used in education. Construction
engineers say that more than one half the cost of &
New .York building is for the foundation and the steel
framework, for that which cannot be seen when the
building is compieted. A1l the visible methods of
Christian education should rest upon solid underlying
principles.

Contemporary 1life is changing, and the curriculum
must keep pace. As society develops, new needs arise
to which the school mﬁst adjust itself. Methods,
which develop rapidly, may be discarded. Principles,
which develep slowly, may not be discarded without re-
moving support from beneath the whole educatiocnal

structure. Christian educaticn is not justified in

%1% Betts,George Herbert and Hawthorne, Maricn O.,
Method in Teaching Religion,p.l17,Abingdon,1925.
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using any methced which does not rest upon a sound
educational pier. Curriculum principles of Christian
educaticn are the propositicns which epitomize a

. practical philosophy of Christian Education.

"The courses of study offered by the schcol,
which men call the curriculum, is neither an ihven-
fion of some geni%us nor the discovery of some ex-
‘plorerg it is the accumulated racial experience, the
product of human society as a whole living its 1life
in its world",*1% The DeWitt Memcrial church schocl

15 en ilmportant facter in preserving the accumulated
Christian experience of the church, and in multiply-

ing personal Christian experience., The principles

which determine what shall be taught in the church

- school are of basic importance to Christian education.

II. PRESUPPOSITICHS.
In formul=ting a statement of curriculum prin-
- ciples, certain things are taken %or granted. A few
of these presuppositions are given'here.
-~ 1. DeWitt Memorial Church is an educeationsl
institution.
““““ 2. There is a need for better Christian edu-

caetion in the DeWitt Memoriszl Chureh school.

3. This need cean be met in its outstanding de-

i
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Horne, Hermen Harrell, The Philosorhy of
BEducetion, p.l145, MecHMillan, 1827.



tails by the powser of God opsrsting through the

fected schocl curriculum.

ner

:

nhysical, intellectuel, emotionel znd volitional

5. ©On the basis of existing facts it is im-

possible to give final Judgment in the rsalm of
what out to exist at DeWitt Memorisl Church, but
it is possible (1) to present evidence in support
of curriculum orincisles which seem to be founda-

.

tional he field of Christian education, (2)

ct
t
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n

and to direct attentiocon toward what ssems to be the

crux of the problem - the aim.
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ITI. OBJECTIVES OF THE CURRICULUM

1. A GENZRAL STATEYEMT.

"There is too little consciousness ¢f purpose.
Teachers do not know what they are trying to do and
therefore do not know whether they are retbi ng it
done.¥#1% While this criticism does not apply to
all the teachers of thg staff, it is true that the
teacners do not have a clearly defined common aim.
Christian education should be intensely telic. The
whole qurriculum should be pointed %oward a grest

major objective.

There is & notion held by many parents and
teachers that the aim of the church school is to
stuff subject matter, chiefly BlbllCdl knowledge,
into the minds of the pupils. The knowledge may or
may not be digested and related to l1life situations..
According to a popular '"obsession of the Zeitgeist!
(Ross L. Finney's phrase), the applicztion to life
will take care of itsélf if only a group of Bible

verses are memorized and a set of saxiocmatic moral

precepts are fixed in the mind.

2. THE ULTIMATE OBJECTIVE.

The ultimate aim of Christian education at DeWitt

Memorial church should be to bring pupils into vital,

unifying, spiritual fellowship with God the Father

*1%Betts,George Herbert and Hawthorne,Marion O.,
Method in Teacnlag Religion,p.80, Ablaﬂdoq 1925.
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as revealed in Jesus Christ. This end must be
distinguished from the educational means. Care
must constantly be exercised to prevent any of the
means, such as "teaching the lesson" or earning a
gold pin, frem becoming ends in themselves. At

— 2ll its progressive stages Christian'education

should provide mesans for leading these under-priv-

ileged pupils toward Jesus Christ.

3. THE IMMEDIATE OBJECTIVES.

"Obviously there can be only one ultimate aim
but there are a very great many immedizte ones.
Efficient education will define these immediate ends

precisely and specifically; and will pursue them one

o

at a time, each moment knowing exactly which one is
being sought. There is, thus, a whole hierarchy of
educational aims, one ultimate, one immediate (at

any moment), and many intermediate ones through con-

sideration of which the immediate ones are kept

(V3 LY

alighed with the ultimatel.¥1¥

"We must study our daily aims with reference to

how they fit in with ulterior ones, lest even when

~ attained they should lead ug nowhere worth while.

- Teaching is a means to an end, and, if this end is
to be maximally attained, it must be definitely con-
ceived and all materials and all methods chosen with
reference to their relation to it. From the first
moment available for the work down to the tap of the
closing gong, no illustration should be used, no

- topic iantroduced, no sentence expressed, even a single
word uttered nor gesture indulged in, that is not in-
tended to drive on cummulatively toward the realization

#1% Athearn,Walter S., The Indiana Survey of
Religious Education,Vol.II,p.5%43, Doran,l1924.
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of the lesson's aim.... Nothing else compels one

to think one's problem through so clearly and so
fully as an attempt to reduce one's ideas to writing.
It is therefore submitted that the aim of the lesson
should be actuelly stated, stated in writing very
carefully, clearly and definitively. When 1t has been
thus stated, one can more objectively consider it

as to its legitimacy, its pregnancy, and its attzin-
ability. One can also more readily apply it as a
test of the relevancy of any material one is tempted
to include in the lesson.....

The aim should be snared with the pupils.
Teacher and pupils are working togethner for a conmnon
purpose,; rather than the teacher alone dragging the
pabt+e on toward a culmination that only he has in
mind. Pupils will be more interested, will work
better, will be able to see in better vproportions
whatever 1is presented in the lesson, and thus better
understand it, will be able to co-operate better with
the teacher in keeping the discussion to the point
through having a criterion of relevancy, if they are
let into the secret of what the lesson is driving at.
A lesson in which the pupils know and share the aim
is more democratic, more socializing, and fitted to
make a larger contribution to the formatbn of character,

than one that is arbitrarily conducted by the teacher.M#1x

Immediate aims differ in emphasis with different
age groups. In DeWitt Memorial church school pupils
should be assisted to nigh levels of Christian living
at thelir own age.

For instence, one immediate aim of the Beginners
might be to learn a oprayer, with the accompaniment of
appropriate movements of the hands and head. The use
of this prayer at home would be helgfui to the older

mﬁubers of the family.

¢13% Athearn,Walter S.; The Indiana Survey of
Religious Educetion,Vol.II,p.342-4, Doran 1824.
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An immediate aim of the Primary department

during the past quarter has been to study ways of

helping other people. As a direct result of these

lessons a German-American child in the department
voluntarily began to make a picture scrap book for
an Irish-American child who was sick in the hospital.
She had the rewsrd of performing service that was
appreclated.

One immediate aim of the Junior department
might be the memorization of Scripture passages

which will work into the fabric of their lives.
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I#. THE HOME.

The home is an essential supplementary field
for the operation of the school curriculum. But
the foreign elements in the chu;ph school homes
complicate this phasz of the pféblem and limit the

efficiency of the homes as teaching agencies.

1. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF PARENTS -
A FUNCTION OF THE CHURCH.

Parents and guardians must themselves be
thoroughly Christian before they can train their
children to be Christian. Parents who are not
Christian in word and deed are in a position to
neutralize the work of the church school. Parents
must not only be Christian, but also they must be
informed before they can impart Biblical truth to
their children. If is a function of the church to
help them to receive this information and Christian
spirit. But how can this information and Christian
spirit be imparted to parents who do not read or

write, and who may be cereless in church attendance?

In addition to the church services for adults,
there should be a home department of the church

school, which would furnish parents with a statement

of the school objectives, a study manual for guidance

in assisting the children with their home work, ex-

planations of the characteristics and needs of the

85



]

66

children, and suggestions for family worship and
8ystematic Bible study. If the parents do not read
the English language, in which most of the helpful
material is printea, or any other language, pictures
may be eﬁplained’and distributed for home use.

There éhould be parent-teacher meetings to promote
the best interests of the school. Adult Christian

education with the use of foreign languagesis involved.

2. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BY PARENTS -

A FUNCTION OF THE HOME.

In the administration of baptism to infants at

DeWitt Memorial Church, the following questions are

) g

addressed to each of the parents:

Question. Do you accept, for yourself and for your
child, theé covenant of God, and tnerein conse-
crate your child to Him?

Answer. I do.

Question. Do you promise to instruct ycur child in
the principles of our holy religion, as con-
tained in the Scriptures, to pray with him,
and for him, and to bring him up in the nurture
and admomition of the Lord?

Answer. I do. *qs¢

Those parents who have made this promise have
placed themselves under obligations, before God, to

instruct thelr child in Biblical truth.

%1% The- Book of Common Worship, B.40-41, Presbyterian
Board of Publication and Sabbath-School Work, 1922,
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"No child can have a normel spiritual develop-
ment whose home is not the most important factor in
his early religiocus training".#1* The home cannot
delegate to any other institution its responsibility
for the child's Christian nurture and guidance. Dr.
Herman Harrell Horne states the pithy epigram, '"The

home can be saved when it becomes a means of savingl.

"The younger children in particular learn by
absorption. They drink in the spirit of the family
and make it their own as naturally and as continuous- .
1y as they drink the air into their lungs. It would
be Jjust as futile to try to give religicus instruction
and training to children in a home where the atmos-
phere 1is unchristian as it would be to try to teach
them the laws of health in a dark, damp, and verminous
dungeon. A loose-tongued, quarrelsome, greedy family
will poison the most regular system of religious in-
struction. The family 1life must testify to the same
spirit as the family instruction. This is to say
that a home atmosphere that is Christiasn through and
through is the only atmosphere in which Christian
instruction and Christian training have any chance.
Consider the task of the preacher and Sunday-school
teacher in their attempt to convimce a child tha
religion is normel and helpful in all lirfe's rela-
tionships, practical and necessary for everyday
living, when that child comes from a "Christian"
home where the Bible is almgst never opened in his
presence and where God is rarely mentioned except on
Sunday!,*2%

Several .of the children in a large Italian
family had been given import&ﬁt parts in the DeWitt
Memorial Children's Day program. On Children's Day

Father
Sunday the weather wzs pleasant. The £omils decided

to take the family to Ccney Island. When the hour

‘for the program arrived the children were still making

%1% Betts,Anna Freelove, Mother Teacher of Religion,
p. 11, Abingdon Press, 1822,

#2% Bulletin No.3, p.5, Religious Education in the
Family, Presbyterian Boerd of Publication.
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merry at Coney Island. The effect of the program{ -
was speiled. The parents had failed to reéiizei o
their responsibility to their children, to the
church and to those who attended the service,

. On one occasion an adolescent boy used insolent

language to a teacher and kicked her. He was re-

quired to apologize. The parents accepted the boy's
version of the affair and took hym out of the church

school. -

Christian education of and by DeWitt parents
will require understanding, tact, patience, and
perseverance., Adaptable tools must be placed in
thelr hands, and they must be trained to use these

tools effectively.
V. THE CHURCH.
1. RECOGNITION CF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.

Christian education, the unique business of
the church school, is of vital importance to DeWitt

Memorial church and to its polyzlot neighborhood.

"To teach, and yet to %each, by every possible
means, and in every possiblé wayy to teach Christ-
iaﬁity to all mankind, is the mission of the Christ-
ian Church. The Church is é teaching institution by
way of eminence. £11 other functions or missions of
the Christian Church zre subsidiary an& contributory

to this supreme function and mission. A Church which
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no longer teaches no longer lives".¥1% The church
should recognize in concrete terms the dignity and
importance of the teacher'!s work. It is fitting that
DeWitt Memorial Chmrch has an annual service in
which the congregation pledges its loyal support bo

the teaching staff of the school

2. REORGANIZATION COF THE CHURCH PROG

"Onless we preceed to organize the whole church
upon an education basis all our efforts to educate
the young will be retarded and largely defeated!*2¥
It is taken for granted that DeWitt Memorial church
is an educational institution. It remeins to be de-

rmined what kind of an educational institution it

will become. This will depend upon the official
Board, the te ing staff, and those who shape and
execute curriculum nrinciples and metnods.

Everyone in the church should heve the attitude
of & learner. The Aachinery of organization shculd be
cut to a2 minimum on the theory that the morale and

Fe s

‘ieisncy of the staff will be best promoted by the

=ty

f

greatest amout of individual freedom, which does not

result in duplication of effort or deviaticn from the

.

ultimate and immediate objectives. Such organization

%1% Bulletin No.l, The Pastor and Christian Education,

p. 4, Presbyterian Board of Christiazn Education,l924.

#2% Coe,George A Vhat is Christian Education?,
D.N¢9 Scr b rs, 1929.
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as 1is necessary should permit representation of all
elements in the school and concentration of executive
authority. The exescutive cannot expfect parents,
teachers and pupils to accept and work toward an aim
wnich he arbitrarily announces. The wiser course is
to insure cooperation by giving those involved an
Opportung%y, under proper guidance, to’study the pro-
¢
blem and make suggestions. Thege are problems pecufér
to the work of DeWitt Memorial Chruch, which reguire
particular éﬁ%&. The scope of this thesis does not
include a detailed explanation of methods which might
be used in orgenizing and administering the whole
church program from the standpoint of Christian educa-

tion.
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VI. THE TEACHER.

1. A BACKGROUND OF CULTURE,

Culture gives maturity of Jjudgment, a sympa-
thetic and intelligent perspective of life situa-
tions in relation to the whole of life. "Educating
is the purposeful providing of an environment; at
bottom it is personality in and behind the environ-
ment that counts most; so educaﬁing is really a
relation between personalities of different degrees
of maturity".*1% The personality and culture of
the teacher is a more important factor than the
lesson material in the text.

Some of the DeWitt Memorial volunteer teachers
do not realize that they lack culture. Their de-
velopment of greater culture is an individual mat-
ter. 'A desire for improvement might be cultivated
by sending them to sttend conveﬁtions, conferences
and soclel gatherings, sponsored by the New York
Federation of Churches, with other church school
and public school teachers, and by asking them to
read literature which will stress high qualifica-

tions for a church school teacher.¥(see footnote)#*

2. TRAINING IN PEDAGOGY.
Knowledge of pedagogy and ability to apply

orincinles and methods are

n
=
e

sound pedagogica

*1% Horne,Herman,Harrell, Idealism in Education,
p. vii (preface), Macifillan, 1910.

#footnote* The qualifications of a teacher are out-
lined by Herman Harrell Horne in chapter 15 of "Jesus

-~



a essential for effective work. A pedsgogic »rinciple

27O = EX

viich has been discarded by the public schocl should

not be blindly and tenaciocusiy T t ined by the church

school. The best that is known in oedagogy should be
available and used by DeWitt Memorial church school.
B Every church schocl teacher should be trained.

Walter E. Bachman states, WA pocr teacher can spoil
> i

9

les-

[

a good lesson, but a goocd teacher can use a poo:
soen'". One of the great responsibilities of the pas-
tor and church school superintendent is to provide

""" the best possible training for the teachers and
prospective teachers. Attempts to secure attendance
at Southern Manhattan Training School and at a
Teachert!'s Training class, conducted by the paster,

have not been successiul.

Seventy-five percent of the teachers in DeWitt

Memorial church school did not finish high schocl,

of them hsve been self-trained by the costly "trial
i and.ev“or“ method after bveing thrust uUpon a class
of youngsters. In such cases it is inevitable thet

pupils should drsw z comparison hetween the public

school tescher and the church school teacher. It

! ._s
(D
ct
e}
ct
i
(i
f._.l
[
ct
ct
[©
]
I
jny
=
n

| . . s

s - parison 1is gﬁually uniaverabl
hendicap is overccme only by those teachers who asre
blessed with a charming personslity and a radient

Christian spirit.



The church school teschsr

T4 zenuine Christian sducsticn will not contravene

b T hell, motion nicures, tne‘la+est murder, with-

cur focusing the discussion toward vitel fellowship

with God. The church schocl tea coer must kunow Chrizt

and understand the techingue of bringing pupils into
fellowship with Him.

Untrained teachers should be reguired to take
speciel courses in approved schools and to continue
their study during all their service. O tae twenty-
iour teachers and cofficers in the DeWitt Memorisl

church school, only five paid workers and three vol-

If it is trus thet the younger pupll with undeveloned
¥1% Horne,Herman Harrell, "Heligious Educaticn-
Our Dunﬂerc and Our moﬁms” lizthedist Review,

Nov., 1929.
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by his words.

publicly by Tl

fellowshin with

Jesus Christ, "to do justly, to love mercy and to

i1

I -

velk humbly with their Go
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iufﬁde\gﬁPIL.

"The teacher is teaching not = courss of
study but & group of rerticular ?utilﬁ. I the
study is to
of all study them. She must learn what their omn
oroblems are at home, at scheol, at pley, at church,

P ~ - YR YA Ty o =2 o wred 3 heJ R S S . ever o
at prayer!, 1% hers are wide differences betwasn

the group is constently chenging. In the Republic,

<

o) ét“essﬂd finding "the QQLU”“l bent of the
Ky ge which 1s Qcculeu under compul-

& 10 old upon the mind. Therefore do not
co mpllSWOﬂ, but let eazrly educztion be rather
a sort of “muSQFﬂnt, this will enable vou to find
out the natural bent of the child"(538)%e%

"Ho two children are standing in exactly the
same position with reference to Christ. In order
to lead them to Christ I must know where they are
stending. Here is a child whose back is turned to

Christ. If I teke that one by the hand and lead

ot

him in the direction in which he is facing, I

"shall lead him away from Christ. Here is another

child, perheps in the same family, perhaps in the
same class with the other whose face and heart are

turned towards the Seviour and all I have to do

is to lead him a few steps Christward. No two

*1%Carrier,Blenche and Llowes, Amy, Building a
Cnfﬂstl?n Character, p xviii (preface),
Doubleday Doran, 1828.

#2¥Durant,Will, The Story of Philosophy, p.34,
Simon and Schuster, 1927.
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children heve exactly the same knowledge of Christ.
In order to lead them to him, I must learn what
they know' 1%

Fach puplil in DeWitt Memoriesl church school
presents a unique problem. The raciel heritage

and home envirvonment must be studied. Teachers

have a fascinaeting and endless tesk in trying to

end the class as a wnole. These viewpoin
often widely divergent from the standpoint of the
teacher. Tragsdies would be avertad if lessons were

more adapted to life situations of t©

2. CUIDING THE PUPIL.

Every good teacher 1is a guide. DeWitt Memorisal
church schocl teachers should invite pupils to their
nomes, should encourage confidence, should become
wholesome heroes and heroines to the pupils. To
guide the pupil iﬁto a wholesome Christian experience,
the teacher must-

(1) Be prepared,

®
o)

(2) Depend upon the help of the Holy Spirit,
(8) Present Christ in an attractive manner,
(4) Use the pupil's language, and

(B) Not expect too much of the pupil.

wto
s

McKinney, A.H., The Child for Christ, p.57,
Revell, 19



Research Bulletin No.6, issued by the Inter-
national Council cf Religious Education, suggests
i that the curriculum-maker should begin with the ;ife
B needs of the learner. The learner is not always
qualified to evaluate his own needs. So the curricu-~
lum-meker should have a background of comprehensive
knowledge and experience which will enable him to
sense the real needs of the learner in pfOper rela-
tionships. “Whatéver is included should be brought
into the closest possible relation with their inter-

estgh, #1%

03

The curriculum is tested by the effectiveness
of child learning. DeWitt Memerial Church school
does not have an adequate system of reviews or tests
for measuring the effectiveness of the curriculum.
Members bf the group need the progressive develop-
ment of a longer period spent in the school. The
average perod of continucus attendance does not

exceed five years. There is a cumulative develon-

ment observable at each age level in proportiocn to

- the length of attendance at the school. Grading

gl is on the age basis. It is & guestion whether the

b +

guanity and quality of the learning should not also -

be a factor in.the grading.

*1% Counts, George 5., The Twenty-Sixth Year Book, pi80,

- Public School Publishing Co., 1926.
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VThe following propocsitions may be found in the
- table of contents of A.H.McKinney's book, "Average
Boys and Girls", pp, 9-11:

(1). "Boys and girls are fundamentally about the
same everywhere.

(2). No two boys and girls are exactly alike.

(3). A humen life is a unit, but no boy or girl
remainé the same for any considersble period of time.
(4). Any boy or girl is not the same to all persons.
(5). The laws governing the moral and spiritual
development of boys and girls are of God.

(8). Boys and girls should receive the best possible
religious training.

(7). The religious training of boys and girls cannot

begin too soon nor be conducted too systematically.m



VIII. THE INTELLECTUAL ASPECT.

1. APPLICABLE CHRISTIAN CONCEPTS.
Intelligent Christianity requires the acqui-
sition of a definite, organized, integrated body

of Christian concepts which are applicable to

individual and social conduct.

(1). Concepts should be definite. - "Gradually
throughout his training the child should be form-
ing a clear .concept cof religiocon and the part it
is to play in his life. There must be a growth,
stimulated by instruction, guided by wise counsel,
given depth and meaning through the lives of
strong men and women who express the Christien
ideal in their daily 1iving".*l*‘ Finney says re-
garding the public school, "The school's business
is to impart a rich, cognitive capital®.#2* The
Christian concepts of the averaze youth znd adult,
examined by thé writer Ifor church membership, are

decidedly hazy and inde

@

For instence, on March 23, 1830, the writer

asked & fourteen-year old girl, of Germen parentage,

e

to state her resson for wishing to become & member
of the church. After much hesitation, she said,

%1% Betts,George Herberl How to Teach Religion
3 -5 . 3 s
p. 63, Abingdon Press, 1919.

s
3R

2% Finney,Ross L., 4 Socioclogical Philosophy of
Educetion, p.160, MaclMillan, 1929. :

80
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"Because I believe it will help me to be bettert®,
In answer to other questions, she said, "God
is the creator and ruler of the world", "Jesus
Christ is the Savio%r". She weas unable to express
any 1ldea of the Holy Spirit. She confessed in-

ability to use the Bible as a reference book.

(2). Concepts should be so organized that pupils
are brought into contact with Christian ideas and
ideals in a balanced sequence which will appeal to
their growing intellects. The great Christian
truths need to be intensively emphasized and clari-
fied in each grade. Additional information should
be given to the pupils just before it is most likely

v

t0 be needed.

Among various members of the under-privileged
church families there should be greater uniformity
of opportunity to consider and organize ideas about
the Christian religion. To this end, ell the ser-
vices in all the languages used in DeWitt Memorial
church on &1l the days of the week should be coor-
dinated with the ultimate and certein immediate ob-
jectives of the church school. Adult Christian

education will be necéssary.

(2). Concepts should be integrated with life situa-
tions. There is a danger in making fectusl informa-

tion the end without integration into 1life experience.



The curriculum should be so arranged that a pupil
taking the entire course of study will have & pro-
gressive spiritual growth, constantly stimulated by
fresh points of contact with fundamental Christian
truth. Such an ideal involves the reorganization

of the whole program of DeWitt Memorial church.

2. THE BIBLE.

There are children in the DeWitt Memorial
school who, when they become adults, will probably
have only a superiicial knowledge of the Bible.

It is possible to use materisl which is chiefly
Biblical without sacrificing pedagogy. Extra-
Biblical material is valuable for purposes of illus-

h o the clariFy (ng o
tratls%, broadeningYoutlook end %e—eéaft§y Christian
concepts. But all the extra-Biblical material used
must harmonize with the ftruth of the Bible. It is
a problem to make the lessons Biblical and also
adapted to the interests of the child. But in fail-
ure to use the Bible there is a greater danger of
leading pupils to think other material is more im-

portant than the Bible.

The principal of the Beginners! department said,
"I sometimes omit the non-Biblical matfer and substi-

tute a Bible story of my own choosing. The Bible is

~adaptable for use among Beginners." The principal of

the Primary department said, "A{ the Sunday sessions,

82



I often omit lerge sections of the suggested lesson
materizl and enlerze upon the Biblical parts®. "The
most essential part of preparation for any kind of

Christisn work is knowledge of the Bible and exper-

ience of its truthf.#1s

3. A TRANSCENDENT CCNCEPT OF GOD.
Concepts of the Trinity are oiten confused. To
the question, "What is God?", the usual answer is,

"He is a spirit®. When pressed to state the differ-

ence between God the Father and Jesus Christ, a fre-

quent answer is, "There is not much difference”.
Ideas of God are not cleerly defined, but few in

the DeWitt church school are troubled with intellec-
tual doubt about Godfs transcendent'oharacer. Re-
cently a middle-zdolescent girl sought an inter-
view with the writer because she was confused and

troubled about the‘transcendence of God. Most of

the church school accept belief in God without giving

the matter serious consideration. Teachers should
continue to stress positively the preeminence of

God.

* Lot Catalogue, The Biblical Seminary in New York,
p. 16, 1929-1830.



IX. THE EMOTIONAL ASPECT.
1. USE OF PICTURES,MUSIC,LITERATURE.

Pictures upon the walls of the church school
roomslﬁhould'be‘religious and of the best quality,
attractive, appropriate, artistic. Care must be
eﬁercised in selecting pictures which will lead to

the right concepts and which will avoid the culti-

vation of exaggerated, non-Biblical ideas. The

beautiful stained glass windows in the church audi-
torium might, with proper lightning effects, be

used effectively in evening services.

Music shou¢gd be beautiful, dignified, appro-
priste. W"Good music, good poetry and good religion
go together", says Walter E. Bachman. "No other
form of experience can take the place of music in
creating a spirit of reverence and devotion or in
inspiring religious feeling".*1*% The worship ser-
vice in the Intermedizte and Senior departments of
the school falls far short of this ideal. The
music director does not sense the possibilities of
creating a worshipful atmosphefe by music. He
shouts instructions to the worshippers, "The boys

will sing the second versel?, "Now the girls'!

*

*1% Betts, George Herbert, How to Teach Religion,
Avingdon Press, 1919,
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The same hymns are repeated so often that the words
carry little meaning. Only occasiocnally is there an
attempt to select hymns appropriate to the lesson.

The remedy for this situaticn is in the hands of thcse
who are responsible for the worship service. "Response
to the appeal of music is almost universal among men,
and especially have all peoples used it in their reli-
gious ceremonials and worship. Only comparatively
recently, however, has there been any attempt to
adapt the hymnology of the church to children and
youth".*1¥% The hymn should be linked to the exper-

ience of the child at his own age.

Through literature, the emotional capacities are
developed, and may be guided into richer living. In
clubs and classes)reading lists might be suggested.
Younger children might be helped by printed prayers

for use in the home.

Music and pictures are a common bond between
people of different races. At the 1930 Good Friday
service in DeWitt Memorial Church, German, Italian,
Russian and English-speaking people will sit side by
side. A large part of the service will be conducted
with no spoken word, An atmosphere of worship will
be created by organ muéic, stereopticon picturesig’ézé
crucifrxion | and  1ignTing eFFecls . Music, pictures,
architecture, color, lighting effects and coordination
of the service into a harmonious unit may all be le-

)
gitimately used in an appeal to approach God through

#1% Betts,George Herber and Hawihhorne, Maricn O.,
Method in Teaching Religion,Abingdon, 1925.
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the emotions. A worshipful atmosphere in the church

mist not be minimized.

2. WORSHIP.

There should be an atmosphere of reverence in
rooms used chiefly for purposes of worship. Amuse-
ment activitiés should never be held in the church
avditorium. An early adolescent, with a Homan
Catholic background, suggested to the writer that
there should be no gymnesium, club, or soclal
activities anywhere in the church building. Although
these things may have a rightful place in certain
parts of the building, the awsthetic feeling and rev-
erence of worshipperé should never be offended. The
illuminated cross in front of DeWitt Memorisl Chruch
does make an emotional appeal. Children have a sense
of awe in the presence cof God which may be cultivated.
Reverence in the church should reduce the problem of

discipline to a minimum.

Cleanliness in the DeWitt Memorial church build-
ing is necessary in order that people who live in
untidy homes, supervised by shiftless parents, and
who constantly see filth in the streets, may find a
contraest in the church. Cleanliness should be as-

sociated with Christianity.

The emotional approach to God should parallel

intellectusl religious growth. But it should be
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guarded against over stimulation. "Mysticism should

[ep]

not be reserved for the mystics. If God is, and is
a rewarder of them that dilig%ntly seek him, this
fact should be known not by hearsay, but, under
suitable conditicns,by first-hand experience. The
secret of mystical ekperiences is already with those
who fear God. After an age of raticnalism we mey
expect an age of mysticism. It has always been so.
lodern Christianity does not need a mystiéism'which
contrary to reason deniegs the reality of the sense-
world; it needs a mysticism which in accord with
reason affirms the reality of the super-sensible .
world. The new technigue of mysticism will certainly
include the visidn of Christ, the art cf prayer, the

.

open mind, the waiting soul, the willing heart?.¥1l*
s 2 3

o

But the writer has frequent experiences with
church school families whose technigue of worship
is crude. On the Sunday before this is writfen,
there was a request to administer the communion ser-

.

vice to an invslid who had taken a Roman Catholice

probably permsnent, although her children have &

e Syt

tended the church school since infancy, she cherishes

#1% Horne,Herman Harrell, "ﬁellﬁlous Education-0ur

] el

Dangers and Our Needs', Wbtaoilso Review ,Nov.,1929
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the feeling that she can ®¥ the favor of a merciful

drunkard, who had committed su
the roof to the court below. In 1ifs he had hot

been faithiul to any church. T

T
of the church. gchool. Ye

we were surrounded by the
the Grzsek Orthodox Church. These religious trappings
had bheen instslled through & regard for traditional

forms of worshivp.

The church school femilies have a background of
g ritual avprosch to God in the Roman Catholic and

Greck Orthodox churches. This emoticnal 1life needs
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church school m@&“é%g unity would be de ww?m%d

O
0

the education of & child must adjust himh,#1*

Beyond the moral wcucauwna of
church #chools are necessary

for developing balanced lives,

wtesmen, edugeators and Jurists are warning agsinst

ct
o

s
the implications of en educational system which is
purely secular, and are demending for religious in-
struction larger access to the mind of the child....
Scheool boards may not trespass upon any statutory

~minimum of secular curriculum or class-room time.

They may not adcpt any measure of compulsion or any
measure which unreesonabley interferes with the equal
rights of other students wnhose parents eare differently

disposed. But within these limits they are legslly
b 3 fend

2
d~
}.J.
=
@

free, when expending the school curriculum and
to make reasonable room for & belief of parents thsat

there should be for thelr children some countver-palance
to the implications of & pureiy secular educztio

n
that religicus education is entitled to larger standing

®*1%¥Horn b,ﬁe msen Harrell, The Philosophy of Education
Revised), p.lEH, MacMillan, 1927.
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room in the capacity of their childr

¥1%  This excerpt from the brief of

present federel district attorney 1

York district, maintaing the legsl
provide for week-day religicus inst

from puplic schocl sessions. This

the velue to the community of relig

. SPECIFIC COMMUNITY GZRVICE.

DeWitt Memorizl Churdh touchss

of the community at many points.

itel

Charles H. Tuttle,

or the southern New
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ious instruction.
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Visiting nurses do much preventive work by giving

advice in the homes, by assisting ©

%

clinics, by arranging for hospitali
treating minor cases at & dispensarsy

church bulilding.

Elthcugh

agency, the church visitors and past

of neople each year tTo secure emplo

’

®¥1%Tuttle,Charles H., Brief for the
Fedezatlon of Churches and the New

School A55001at10n, in the case of

dent of the Freethinkers! S001eby)

Plerreponu Graves, Commissicner of
State of New York, p.ii, 1926.

cople to reach

the church doss not maintain a lsabor

ors assigst scores

vment Vocational

Greater New York
York State Sunday
Jonn Lewis (Presi-
against Frank
mducation of the
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Christmes, a truck-load of adolescents joined a group
from the Church of Sea and Land in following & movable
Christmas tree to sing carols in front of the hospitals,
homes for aged, and police stations in the neighborhood.

Certain poor families are given temporary relief in
cases of emergency, and ih cooperetion with city charity
orgenizations. This relief is in the form of food,
clothing, rent, Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners.

The church is.consﬁantly being asked to adjust
family troubles. Orphan children and aged people have
been located in homes. In the summer of 1929, the
church helped a Jewish man to locate his brother in
England with the aid of Scotland Yard, the only clew
being the name of a photographer on a faded twenty-
elght yvear old picturé. Barly in March, 1830, there
was a fire in the building beside the church. Tem-
porary sleeping quarters were arranged in the church

for & homeless Jewish family.

Members of the church school families are urged
to become citizens of the United States and to vote.
The church is a social center for many. During cer-
tain seasons of the year, the same young people are
in the church building six evenings each week. The
gymnesium, the sewing schocl, the varied activities
of the clubs serve to supplement the direct religious
teaching.

In the summer the church meintains a bungalow
at Rockaway Point, L.I., where the groﬁp may have

recreation together {twice a week. Through the courtesy
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of the New York Tribune, about

children from the neighborhood

two hundrsd and fifty

are sent to the country

h Sammey.
1 4 4+ s eb‘ ¥ i o
on Fresh Air trips. There are numerous outings to

city parks, boat trips, visits to museums, and Boy
Scout hikes. Young people have been taken to restaur-

ants where they may learn good etiquette.

DeWitt Memorial Church is in a strategic
locetion to minister to the socisl needs of the com-
munity from the Christian standpoint. She has earned
the goodwill of her Jewish neighbors.

There is a distinct cultural value 1in having
Jews,
Russians, Italians, Poles) Bohemians, Germens, Irish,
Bnglish and those of American parentage working to-
gether to serve the community. The present inter-

d

oreign field.

-y

est of the church school extends to the

&)

Liberal contributions are made for foreizn mission

[

g

work,
The curriculum of the church school may still

further develop this socisl interpretetion of Christ's

15

should be so organized that
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gospel. The curriculu

i

1 an outlet, or forms of expres-

the volitions will fin

jo3

&
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sion, in social service:



AIT. THS PHILOSOPHY OF THE CURRICULUM,

0

There is & philosocopy underlying every set of

&

84
s

curriculum priacinlies. "Philosophy is directly con-
cerned, not with the construction of knowledge, but
with the formation and refinement of opiniocn; not
with the ascertainment of what is, but with the de-
termination of what ought to be; for values are and
must ever remain matters, not of knowledge, but of
cpinion. To the question: What ought to be done?
Philosophy has for answer no categorical imperative.
Only revealed EHeligion:can return such answers', ®1¥
Philosopy tries to see the unity and implications of
all the observed facts. The philosophy of education
is a coordination or synthesis of the curriculum
principles. The philosophy of Christian education
should be expressed in terms of the ultimate ob-
jective. GEddington, with a spiritual nocte, directis
attention to the search for the ultimate objective
in the conclusion of his book, "Science and the Un-
seen World'. "Religion for the conscientiocus seeker -
is not all a matter of doubt and self-questionings.
There is a kind of sureness which is different from
cocksureness. If our so-called facts are changing
shadows, they are shadows cast by the light of con-
stant truth. We need not turn aside from the measur

of light that comes into our experience showing us a
Way through the unseen world!.*2%

#13% McDougall,William, Modern Materislism and
Emergent Evolution,p.l2,Van Nostrand, 1929.

%2 Eddington,Arthur Stanley, Science and the
Unseen World, p. 91, MacMillan, 1829.
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The pupils in the church school are surrounded

by materialism. In their homes, on the street, at

their work, many of the influences which impinge upon

them are rooted in atheistic materialism. The Zeit-

geist of the neighborhood is to live for the day, to

be guided by expediency and pleasuré. To be sure,

the synagogues are crowded on the Passover and Yom

Kippur. At Easter the Greek Orthodox and Roman

Catholic adherents attend thelr churches. But in s
many cases this seems to be only a camouflage for a

materiallstic philosophy of life which recognizes

a God without transcendence. A-men-wh

.

A man who has been connected with the church

all nis life explained that his son might not be able
tc continue teaching a class in the church school,
because the son was taking a course at New York
University which made it necessary for him to study
on Sundays. The father said, "Some day he will be
making a lot of money. That is the main thing".

Materialism with 11 its insidious by-products
is the greatest foe of vital Chrisitainity which

the church school members have to face.

The philosophy underlying this set of curriculum

m Ces . . .
principles is a fork of Christian idealism. God is

]

the creator and ruler. "In him we live and mocve and

have our being". GCod is best revealed through Jesus

=y

ential instrumsnt ©

(s)

e

S an es

wn

Christ. The Bib



revelsticn. The task of those responsible for

Christian education in the church school is to

approach His Presenee, learn His ultimate and
ﬁuenTs . ,

imnedicte objectives forvieachers and pupils,

then cultivate the intellects, emotions and vo

tions of the pupils in harmony with His purpos

"Education is the eternal process of superior

partially controllsble adjustment of physicall

and mentally develcped, free, conscious human

and
1i-
es.
and

Y

beings to God, as manifested in the intellectusal,

emotional, and volitional environment of man®.
The telic function of the churcn school is to

first the kingdom of God and His righteousness

*1% Horne,Herman Harrell, The Philosophy of
Education (Revised), p. 315, MacMillan, 1927.

LY xe,
*
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CHAPTER SIX.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS.

The problem, as stated in the introduction, was
to search for and study the bases for an improvedi
curriculum of Christian education, adaptable to the
religious 1life and needs of the DeWitt Memorial
church school. ©Such bases were found to be influenced
by the religious background, concepts and practices of
these pupils and their parents. Any statement of

principles should he developed through an snalysis

~and understanding of this background. The aim of this

chapter shall therefore be to summerize the preceding

study of tae religious life and needs of these people,

-

L 1 3
and upon the bas¢gs of this summary to pres:nt founda-

3,
¥

Fine gs which will underlie a

P
e
o]
!,—..J

ticn curriculum p
program of Christia1 education applicable To these

neaeds of DeWitt Memorial church school.

1. THE RELIGICUS LIFE.

The religious life of the DeWitt llemorisl
church school must be held up for survey against
thé sgqualid background of a Europsan peasant
heritage and zn unwholesome environnment on the
lower east side of Ménhattan. Fifty percent of
the church school is of Slavic parentage, and

thirty percent is Italian.
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Religous concepts are usually confused, in-

definite, mixed with superstition, and influenced

by Greek Orthodox or Roman Cstholic customs. The

religious life is more emotional than intellectual.

‘Before being enrolled as members of the church

school, most of the group were accustomed to a form
of religion in which it wss not necessary to make
much use of the intellect. There is a love for
ritual, sacred pictures and music.

Volitions are exercised to make adjustmenté
between inherited racial attitudes and the en-
croaching nabits of the semi-American neighborhood;
Devotional attitudes are rooted in the emotions.
Horal and social habits and attitudes reveal a
wide gap between what is and what ought to be. The
downward pull of the environment is strong. Members
of DeWitt Memorial church school may know what 1s

 ghT : | o
rief? and feel themselves under the urge to do the
right, but many of them still lack sufficient voli-
tional power to make permanent or put into action
their good intentions. Their moral conduct is
usually upon a lower level than their religious

knowledge and feeling.
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for DeWitt Memorizl church school, The staff of
the school hzg no commong definition of the zim,
2nd has not used common curriculum prin cigles to
reach sn zim, Volunteer tezchers a2im "to teach
the lesson® found in a cuarterly, with the in-
gefinite objective of helping the class to bhe-
come good Christisns. DeWitt Memorisl church
school should heve the ultimste objective of
bringing pupils into vital, unifying Spiritual
fellowship with God the Father as revesled in
Jesus Christ. A series of immediate objectives,
in groded seguence, should lead the Slavic and
Itelien pupils, step by step, side by side, to-

s

ward this ultimate objective.

2. THE HOME,

The homes of the neighborhood are zn es-
sential supplementary field for the operation of
the church school curriculum,

Most of the parents are handicapred by

ion from Americzn customs, by inability to

'.J.
.._1
m W
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read or write, and by low-grade mentslity. They
Know ’

do not¥the the Christisnity of the Bible. The

Christisn educ:z=tion of these parents is the dif-

ficult task of the church. Christisn educs=tion

of the chilcéren by these parents is & function of

the hone.

3. THE CHURCH.
DeWitt Hemorizl Church hzs 2 gre=t mission
to perform. OSome of those who control its policy
hzve not studied the situstion enough to intelligently

formulste & curriculum., It is evident that there

is 2 need for = furtherf reorganization of the

.whole church progrem from the stendpoint of Christ-

i -

izn education, DeWitt Memorisl Church is an educa-

te

tional institution and should furction as such.

4, THE TEACHERS.
Teachers of DeWitt Memorisl church school
need more culture, which may be developed by wider

contact with cultured people znd by learning to

appreciate good srt,

aining in ped=sgogy and

{")
O-J
S
O
}.«b
ct
H

There is a 1

the technicue of Christian education. There should
be & teacher treining clsss, HMore adecuste eguip-
ment should be made available.

£
[

There is not substitute for = constant deepen-

rit

e

£

ing =nd enrichment of the teacher's Christien sp
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UPILS.

Pupils asre often spirituslly neglecteld he-
cause they are ﬁlsunacrﬁtOﬁd by th 1r'p&rents and
by their teaschers, Teachers must undertake the
frecinating tesk of studying the pupll's viewpoint.
Unless this is done, the pupil cannot be guided
i 1to & better Christizn experience of fellowship

ith God. ©Some of the pupil needs =re peculiar
to this perticulszr group; some of the needs =re
common among everzge children sond voung people

everywhere, The curriculunm is for the benefit of

the puplls,

6. TEE IFTELLECTUAL ASPLCT

Tntelligent Christisnity recuires the acquisi-
tion of & definite, orgsnized, integrested body of
Christisn concepnts which =re appliceble to indiv
and socizl concduct. Religious concepts of the average
pupil in DeWitt Memorisl Chruch School zre decidedly
hazy. A unicue festure of the curriculum should be
adult educstion with the usze of foreign leongusges,

A fund of Biblicel truth should be received
through use of the curriculum., It is very importsnt

-~

to hzve & transcendent estimote of God.

7. THE FMOTIOHAL ASPECT,
DeWitt Memorizl church school membhers have &
pacity for approaching God through use of

the emotions. The velues of this emotional approz=ch
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may be conserved =nd the emotions may be directed
into the wholesome chennels of expression.

There is a legitimate plazce in the curricu-
lum for the use of pictures, music =znd literature
in cresting an stmosphere of worship. Worship

should hesve sn important plasce in the curriculum.

8. THE VOLITICEHAL ASPECT,

The will is the instrument for developing
Christien sttitudes, habits end ideals, The
temptations, to which De¥Witt Memorial church school
members sre exposed, necessitate emphasis in the
curriculum upon training the volitions. The
church school must help to close ths gap between
Chrisitan concepts z2nd moral conduct. The church
school must help the pupils to reach the climax

of definite decision for Christisn service.

9. THE SOCIAL ASPECT,
DeWitt Memorizl Church has a stragetic
locstion for rendering community service. Its

IR =g

sctivities

0]

program must be limited to thos
which will lezd people on to vitel fellowship
with God, and Christien fellowship with one

ent socisl

(6]

another. The veried phases of its pre

m

service may be still further extended znd coor-

dinated,
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10. THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE CURRICULUE.

The philosophy of educztion is a synthesis
of curriculum principles. The philosophy of
Christizn educatlon must be expressed in terms
of the ultim=te objective. The curriculum of

Christisn education for De¥Witt Hemoriszl church

A7

school must be bullt upon a sound Christisn

1

philosophy.
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ITI,., FOUNDATION CURRICULUM PRINCIPLES,

The conclusions staeted in the prededing
section sre summarized in the following foundation
curriculum principles,. which should underlie =
program of Christisn educztion applicable to the

e

needs of DeWitt Memorisl church school.

2im should be attesined through the use of a graded

1
®
-«j
feds
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o
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1

£. Christian education of the parents is =a
function of the church, and Christien educstion

by the parents is a function of the hone.

3. As an educational institution, DeWitt

Memoriszl Church should adjust its whole program

to the Christisn education needs of the groun.

4, Teachers should hsve culture, training

1

gogy, and a Chric

s

t-like spirit.

r\)

in ped

5. Adequate use of the curriculum for the
benefit of the pupil rests upon & sympathetic

understanding of the pupil's life situstion.

8. Intelligent Christiesnity recuires the

acquisition of a definite, organized, integrated
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body of Christisn concepts which zre apvlicable

ct

o individuel =nd social conduct.

7. The emotional ap»oroach to God should he

motivated into wholesome channels of expression.

8. Use of the curriculum should lead to the

-+
¥ 1)

i
(&N

development of Christisn sattitudes, hsbits an

idezls.

9.

-3

he

w

ocis=1l service of The church masy be
extended and more closely coordinzted with the

curriculunm.

10. A practicel Christisn philosophy must
permczte the principles and methods of the

curriculunm.
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