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"And I will bring the blind -
by a way that they know noty;
in paths that they know not
will I lead them; I will
make darkness light before
them, and crooked places
straight. These things will
I do, and I will not forsake
them."

(Isalah 42:16 A.S.V.)
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INTRODUCTION

A, Statement of the Problem

The purpose of thils thesls 1s to study the work
of the church and related organlzations in thelr programs
for the blind in order to discover wherein they are meeting
the splritual needs of the blind and in what asreas these
groups are neglecting this responsibility.

One of the concerns of Christian aducaﬁion is "to
help people, whether young or old, to live as Christians -
to face the actual situations that their world presents te
them and to resolve the issues in terms of Christian values
and purposea."l Today more than ever before, the chureh is
being brought face to fece with opportunities and responsi-
bilities to serve the handlcapped. This study will seek
to discovaf in what ways the church is helping the blind
face the situation that their world presents to them and

in what manner it is meeting their spiritual needs.
B. Sources of Data

A 1ist of the religious organizations for the
blind was secured from the Directggz’gg Activities for the

Blind in the United States and Canada. These religious

* @ & = e o

1, International Council of;Religious Education: Christian

Education Today. pe.l4.
2. Cf, Lende, Helga (Comp.): Directory of Activities for the
Blind in the United States and Canada, p.l139.
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organizat ions include the American Bible Society, the John
Milton Soclety, the Protestant Eplscopal Church, the Christian
Record Benevolent Association, the Christian Sclence Church,
the Gospel Assocliation for the Blind, the Christian Association
for the Blind, the Full Gospel Publishing Company for the
Blind, the Gospel Trumpet Company, the Hope Publishing

Company for the Blind, the Xavier Society for the Blind, the
Catholic Centre for the Blind, and the Jewlsh Brallle Institute
of America. The names of several denominations working

in this fleld were obtalned from the John Milton Soclety.

These were the United Lutheran Church, the Methodist Church,
and the Southern Baptist Convention., ZLetters were written

to all of these groups requesting information about their

work with the blind. All the groups supplied the requested
informetion except the Hope Publishing Company for the Blind,
which 1s no longer an organization.l Most of the infarnation
used in this thesis is taken from the letters that were

sent to the writer by éhe leaders of these organlzations

and from the leaflets, periodicals, and other materials

provided by them.

*» & & & s

1. ¢f, LaSor, Katharyn: November 10, 1951, Letter to writer.
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Ce. Method of Study

The first chapter will deal with a study eof the
blind person and hils needs. It will present s brief history
of the treatment and education of the blind. The chapter
will conclude with an invesﬁigation of the spiritual needs of
the blind. Chapter two will show the present dey work that
1s belng done for the blind by the churches and the related
organizations. The chapter willl flrst present a pilcture of
denominational, and non-denominational work., Following this
a view of the Roman Catholliec work will be given. The chapter
will conclude with a brief presentation of the Jewish program.
An appraisal of the work of these religlous organizations in
the light of the spiritual needs of the blind will be the
endeavor of chapter three., Although this study will present
a view of the Roman Catholic and Jewish work for thedblind,
the major emphasis will be on the Protestant Church and
the Christian message which 1t has for the blind.

wYilie
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A STUDY OF THE PROGRAM
OF THE CHURCH AND RELATED ORGANIZATIONS
IN MEETING THE SPIRITUAL NEEDS
OF THE BLIND

CHAPTER I
THE BLIND AND THEIR NEEDS

A. Introduction

It has taken centuries to light the world for the
blind through education. The veil has been slowly withdrawn,
inch by inch, from the day of the beggar at the Temple steps
to the world of the talking book, the college degree, and
the monumental stock of books 1in Brallle. In order to better
understand and evaluate the work of the church today in 1ts
work with the blind, it 1s necessary to first understand the
blind people with whom the church 1s to worke. It 1s the
purpose of this first chapter to try to understand the blind
themselves =~ who they are, what they have done and what has
been done for them, and what are their needs and opportunities

in todey's world.
B. Definition of Blindness

According to Harry Best,
"Blindness is to be regarded as of not & few degrees,

varying all the way from a condition where the want of
sight is sbsolute or total, to a condltion where the

Do



sense of vision, while so impaired as to be of little
actual use, does exist in some slight measure.”

A definition of blindness limited to complete or
absolute want of the functioning of the organ of vislion
would, at least for practical purposes,be an inadequate
standard by which to determine blindness. To a large extent
the basic consideration of blindness with édults is the degree
to which their eye defect operates as a barrier to economic
endeavor, or in the earning of a 11ve11hood.2 This might be
called "industrisl" or "economie" blindness. With children
the practical definition mey lie in the inability to receive
an education in the ordinary schools for chlldren with sight,
or in the use of ralsed print as the necessary means for
reading. This would be "educational" blin.dness.5

In terms of "medical" blindness, the extent of
vision or visual efficienéy is to be regarded as dépending
chiefly upon three factors: visual acuity, field of vision,
and muscular con’crol.4

A standerd definition of blindness declares that

¢« & o @& o o

1. Beggé Harry: Blindness and the Blind in the United States.
Pe .

2. Cf. Ibid,

3. Cfs Ibld.

4. "Visual aculty has relation to the ability to see clearly
the size, form, and color of objects which are in the direct
line of vision of the eye. The fleld of vision inecludes both

the area of direch vision and an area asround it of less sensitiw

vision, called periferasl or indirect vision, which 1s useful in
giving & visual consciousness of moving or stationary objects
not in the direct line of vision. Muscular control hasg refer-

ence to the muscles which move the eyeballs, the field of vision

of the two eyes belng largely overlapping; when these function
in unison, the images seen by the two eyes are fused into a
single image, with the obtaining of a perception of depth and
distance." Footnote in Best, op. c¢it., p.165.



a8 person shall be considered blind who has
"yisual aculty of 20/200 or less in the better eye with
proper correction, or a limitation in the fields of
vision such that the widest dlsmeter of visual fleld
Zgbtends“in angulaer distance of no greater than 20
grees.

For'practical purposes, definltions of blindness
which have been used are: 1nabillty to read printed matter,
even with the aid of glasses (if one has learned to read);
to perceive large objects close at hand; to designate form
or color; to count the fingers on one hand within a foot
from the eye; to recognize the human face; to make out very
large print without great difficulty; to work at occupations
requiring vision; or to be in possession of visuval acuity of
less than one~tenthe A person blind in one eye ls not to
be technically regarded as blind.z

| In general, then, one may be considered to be blind
in whom sight is entirely wanting, or is so slight as to be
of.no substantial utility or of small material service, or
one in whom even with the help of glaéses the ocular power
is not sufficient for the ordinary affairs of life, or in
particular, fgr the performance of tasks for which eyesight

1s essential.
C. The Extent of Blindness

The extent of blindness in the United States is

l. Xurtz, Russell (ed.): Social Work YearBook, 1945. p.45.
2, Cf. Best, op. cit., p.166 (footnote number 2).
3. Cf. Ibid.



not accurately known for the matter of making a full and
accuraste enumeration of the blind 1ls not an easy one., This
is for several reasons: difficulty 1n formulating an exact
definition of blindness; failure to discover all blind
persons; inclusion of a great number not actually blind;
reluctance in certain instances to state actual conditions
of blindness; and the question of border-line cases, often
to be included more or less at the judgment of enumerators.l
From 1830 to 1930 the Bureau of Census, United States
Department of Commerce, decennlally reported the number, ages,
and so forth, of blind people in the U.3., but the data proved
to be so incomplete and unrepresentative of the total blind
population that the item on blindness was omitted from the
1940 census. According to the returns of the Pederal census
for 1939é there were in the United States 63,489 blind
perasons. The National Health Survey, made in 1935-1956
gave an estimate of 107,000 blind persons, not Including the
ten thousand living 1n'1nstitutions.3 Ralph G. Hurlin, in
his testimony before the Sub-committee on Ald to the Physically
Handicapped of the House Gommittee_on Labor in 1947, estimated
that there are probably about 230,000 blind persons in the
United States.4 This estimate has been adopted by meny as
l. Cf, Best, op. eilt., p.lég.
2, Cf., Kurtz, op. clt., p.45.
3. Cf, Ibid.
4. Cf. Hurlin, Ralph G.: Testimony before the Sub-eommittee
on Aid to the Physically Handicagped of the House Committee
on Labor, commonly known as the "Kelley Committee";

Outlook For the Blind end the Teacher!'s Forum, Vol. 41,
No. 3 Hareh 194%7,



the best approximation of the number of blind in this

countrye.
D. The Blind by Age

The proportion of the blind in the early years
of infanecy is very smell. Through childhood and youth the
proportion slowly increases. In early adult life, or from
twenty to thirty, there is a slight decline; but from there
on there are constantly increassing proportions, up to extreme
0ld age. The blind are thus found largely in adult life,
especially In the later years, and most pronouncedly in
those of advanced age.l

The Natlional Health Survey enumeration reported
the following percentage distribution by agé groups: under
twenty-five years of gge; 5.8 per cent; ages twenty-five to
forty-nine, 17.3 per cent; ages fifty to seventy-four, %7.2
per cent; and age seventy-five and over, 29.7 per cent.

Thus blindness in the United States is seen to be predominatingly
an old age problem.

The age at which sight is lost 1s an important
consideration in the education of the blind. Two=thlirds lose
their sight when thelr education 1is alréady complete., Those
who become blind in late adolescence are stricken in the prime
of their 1life and the consequences are apt to be severe. The

1. Cf. Best, op. cit., p.182.
20 Cfo Kurtz, Op. Citﬁ, p.460



war victims and those who lose their sight through accidents
often experience serlious psychological disturbances and
prolonged shock. The large group who lose their sight after
ﬁiddle age often view thelr state as a part of the process
of aging. The children born without sight and fhose who
lose thelr vision before the age of five are doubly handicapped,
since five 1s the accepted bprderline of visval memory. It 1s
true thet they learn Braille%more easily than the adult blind,
but residual memory is an ai& to education. Eighty-three per
cent of all learning is beliéved to be visual and knowledge
comes easily through the maq% impressions that the eye receives.
When a tree is mentioned, tﬂoéa wifh even & shadow of recol-
lection can visualize its contours, colors, and proportions.
But the one who 1s born blind must learn by the sense of
touch that the tree is tall, the bark is rough, and the leaves
are veined.1

E, A Brief History of the Place

and Education of the Blind

The lot of the blind in human history has always
been & sad one. Berthold Lowenfeld, Viennese trained
educator and now principal of the California School for the
Blind, has divided this history of the blind into three
broad phases: the primitive period, the humaniterian pericd,

* * [ - L [ ]

l. Cf. Ross, Ishbel: Journey Into Light. pp.7,8.



1 ,
and the period of social integration. Aecording to Dr.

Lowenfeld, in primitive society the blind were regarded as
liabilities in the struggle for existence. In the humani=-
tarian phase they were granted the right to live but were
viewed as wards of society. In the third period - today =
they are emerging as fullfledged members of sociéty, aiging

at total integration and an even start with the seeing.

1. The Primitive Period.
It is widely supposed that until the growth of
religious feeling in early society, the handicapped, including
the blind, were usually killed. The laws of Lycurgus in \
Sparta and of Solon in Athens permitted destruction of mal=-
formed or defective newborn. Plato and Aristotle are said
to have approved of this practice. In Rome for centuries
baskets were sold in the market placés in which malformed
children could be drowned in the Tiber. The laws of Romulus
had restricted this practice to some extent, requiring that
committees of neighbors should judge the unfitness of the
child for citizenship before he was destroyed. In most
cultures children who survived their natal tests for fitness
were usually allowed to live. Since blindness is difficult to
detect at birth, it would seem probable that even in societies:
1. Dr. Lowenfeld also refers to these periods as: the per-
iods of mendicancy, of the asylum, and of integration.
CfL.Chevigny and Braverman: The Adjustment of the Blind, p.72.

2. Cf. Ross, op. cit., pp.5,6. )
3. Cf. Chevigny and Braverman, op. cit., pp. 73,7



permitting destruction of unwanted infants, many of the
blind menasged to survive if their local soclety would support
them.l There is no evidence that the sightless in Rome were
destroyed after infaney, but there is a great deal of evidence
that they were very much neglected.2
Buddah preached, and exemplified in practice,
kindness toward all weak and deformed. He declared it his
wish to save all suffering creatures and "to be a light and
a healer to those who lived in é.arknesa."3
Among the Jews 1t became forblidden to destroy a

defective child. No matter what his deficliency, he was still
considered as a gift of the Lord and belonged to Him and
therefore he was to be preserved. The Jewish liidrash, com-
menting on the verse "The Lord opens the eyes of the bling"
says, "There is no greater pain, nor more bitter suffering
than that which blindness brings." The Midrash likens the
blind man to the overloaded camel or ass, concerning which the
driver commands,

"Be careful with him, for he is not loaded with light

straw; I know the burden that he has to bear. Before all

others free this beast of his burden, for I have loaded

him more heavily than any otheri®"4
In rabbinical literature there 1ls frequent repetition of the
statement "The blind man is as one dead." The Talmud commands
that the same benedliction be given on enéountering & blind

[ ] . [ [ 4 *® *

l. Cf. Chevigny and Braverman, op. c¢it., p.74.
2. Cfo Ibid-, p.'75.

Se ij.d.o, p.74o

4, Ibid.o, P75
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man that is used on the death of & near relative. There
is no record of public care of the blind in Israel. It was
not absolutely necessary, as private obligatlion toward the
needy was amply axprasséd in law. Neither did the Jews think
of educating fhe blind.2

Doubtless, in this primitive period, blindness was
looked upon as the worst evil that could befall a man, and
often as pﬁnishment. Wlth not a few of the ancient, and even
many of the modern peoples, the affliction of the blind was
looked upon as a divine visitation; and in divers forms was
the question asked: "Who did sin, this man, or his parents?"5
Though certain blind persons attalned a sort of spirituasl
preeminence, inspiring even a superstitious awe, the great
mass was. looked upon as practiecally useless, and some were at
times given over to destruction. While the feslings of
humenity afforded some a tolerable existence, the msjority
led‘the wretched life of beggars. No one thought of educating
them for useful employment. "The 1ife of the blind passed
without love as well as without light."4
2. The Humanitarian Period.

a. Religlous Brotherhoods and Asylums.
It is only after the advent of the Christisn era

1. Cf. French, Richard S.: From Homer to Helen Keller. p.36.
2. Cf. Ibido, p.3‘7¢

3. Cf., Best, op. cit., p.290.

4., French, op. cit., p.4l.
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that any pronounced change is found in the general attitude
towards the blind. In the first century Christian communities,
which had much the character of large family groups, the
blind were taken under the care of the deacons and were guests
of the Agapé and, as it were, receivers of the oblations from
the altars of the congregation. Wealthy Christians often
offered them dwelling places iIn their hames.l

Subjected as they were from earliest times to
social ostracism and misunderstanding, 1t is not surprising
that the blind found it convenient, where they existed in
sufficient numbers, to organlize themselves. Although the
profession of beggary formed the core of their organization,
it is true that they also banded together 1n more or less
tacit recognition of thelr separéte status and to help the
other sightless.2

In the fifth century St. Lymnaeus, who lived in
the Syrian mountains, gathsred together the nelighboring blind
beggars and'built small dwellings near his own home for then,
He taught them religious songs and cared for them with the
alms which he received from religious benefactors who were
moved by the example of his good deeds. Subsequent develop-
ménts under the protection of the Church all bear the stamp
of this initlal attempt at organized care.3

l. Cf., FrenCh, OD+« cito, po4l.
2. Cf. Chevigny and Braverman, op. cit., pp.78,79.
3+ Cf. Ibid., pp.79,80.
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After the rise of the great cities in the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries, the founding of hospitals and
asylums by benevolent individuals became less frequent and
the cities themselves undertook thelr establishment. In
1256 the citizens of Hanover, "under the inspiration of the
Holy Ghost", undertook the founding of a hospltal where
pilgrims, the blind, the lame, or other poor wanderers might
be received and cared for.l

The care of the blind was also undertaken in the
hospitals of endowed churches, canonical foundatlons and the
hospital orders.z

After the hospitals, the cloisters were the next
in importance in the care of the poor, and especlally in
looking after the blind. One of the primary aims of the
monastiec groups was the care of the blimd.:5 The cloisteral
care of the blind was extended to blind children as well as
adults, who because of thelr defect were in danger of death
or degradation. In the Benedictine monéstery at Cluny, daily
provision was made for the lame, blind, aged, and qthers.

In 1254 the most famous and most important institu-
tion for the blind was brought into existence. This was at
the time of the Crusades when a number of the Crusaders
returned to Western Europe with theilr sight destroyed, elther

L e & o » @

l. Cf. FrenCh, op. cit., Pe45.
2, Cf. Ibid.
50 Cfo Ibido
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as a result of diseases contracted in thelr expeditions or

as a result of punishment at the hands of the Saracens. For
these an asylum was created at Paris by Louls IX, known as

L' Hospital des Quinze-Vingts, in which three hundred blind
persons found a refuge.l Each person brought all his possssslons
with him when he entered and whign he dled these became the
property of Quinze~Vingts. Each new lnmate had to swear to
observe the statutes of the house, keep lts secrets, offer
certain prayers dally, be present at Mass, frequent the Sacra-
ments, and fulfill assignad tasks obedlently. Begging was
encougaged on the part of the inmates for the support of this
home.

Important privileges were granted by/various kings
and Pope Clement IV commended the Quinze-Vingts to the
attention of Christendom and gave its church Important in-
dulggnces.3 |

As a result of the work of this institution, several
similar, but smaller Institutions, were founded at Chartres,
Tournail, and Strassbourg.4

The Quinze-Vingts has an influence far more profound,
however, than the inspliration of imitators. Grouping among
the blind became sanctioned by religious approval, legal
privilege, and custom.

[ ] L * L ] L) *®

l. Cf. Best, op. cito, poSOOo
2. Cf. Chevigny and Braverman, op. cit., p.82.
3. Cf, Ibid. ~

4, Cf. Beat, op. cit., p.30l.
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While the hospital brotherhoods (like the Quinze-
Vingts) arose chiefly in France, the free brotherhoods of
 the biind flourished, because of soclal conditions, in Italy,
Spain, and German;y.1

In Italy in 1377 the blind at Padua founded the
Congregation del Ciechi. They united under a master wlth the
object of carrying out diverse works of plety and were pledged
to utter no blasphemy and to observe in their gatherings
certain definite rules.2 In 1661 a similar congregation was
formed at Palermo.5

The influence of the brotherhoods on the course
of the history of the social care of the blind has been
enormous, and that influence extends to the present time.
They caused the pattern of isolation and segregation to
set and harden, They emphasized the real idleness in whiech,
custom held, the blind had to remain. They dignifled beggary
by sanctioning the mendlcancy of those who, under the strong
protection of the Church, enjoyed special spiritual and temporal
privileges.4

b. The Secular Asylum.

The decline of the church charities, the need of

those unfit for work and the terrible inerease in beggary

[ ] s @ 9 &

l. Cf. French, op. cit., p.49.

2., Cf+ Ibid., p.50.

3. Cf. Chevigny and Braverman, op. cit., p.84.
4, Cf. Ibido, po85.
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tended to produce toward the close of the Middle Ages a more
practical organization for the care of the poor. The Refor-
mation, breaking the power of the church in many sections of
Europe, made imperative the constructlon of secular machlnery
to handle the matter.l Charities now became the undertaking of
the flourishing cities, Of the poor ordinances whlch sprang
up in response to the reform spirit, those of Nuremberg (1522),
and Strassbourg (1523), are especially noteworthy. The former
specified that all the really poor should be provided with
necessary food, and the latter provided for every needy
person a weekly dole according to his need.2

A similar goal was set by the "chest ordinances"
of the time of the Reformetion. These ordinances organized
charities that were not exclusively under the control of the
church but had a mixed churchly and clvic character. The
essential thought of the chest movement was that éll the
individual means of poor relief should be pooled in a single
chest, out of which the poor were to be cared for. These
ordinances, however, did not accomplish any far-reaching result.
Only a small'part of the possessions of the chnrch actually
got into the central treasury, and there were not enough
ihstitutions to carry on the practical work of relleving those
unfit for worlk or the defective. Some states did, however,
strive to erect a sufficient number of such institutions. In

e e o o o o

l. Cf, Chevigny and Braverman, op. cit., p.86.
2. Cf. French, op. cit., pp.52,53.
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these "the shelterless, the defective, and the needy," were
cared for. There were special apartments for all kinds of
needy and inflrm persons, the blind among tham.l

'In England the state had to assume the duty of
caring for the poor after the Reformation had brought about
the confiscation of church and monastic properties, as well
as diminished the power of the religious brothe{hoods and
gullds to administer relief. In 1573 a tax was levied on
property for the care of those 1ncapacitatéd for work, and
in 1601 Queen Ellizabeth had a law passed on which English
poor relief has continued to be based down to the present.
The rellef includes the blind as well as the old, sick, and
crippled poor.2

In contrast to England, where the care of the poor
took on its most distinetly Protestant form, in France all
matters of poor relief continued longest in the hands of the
Catholic Church. Even there, however, state-enacted provisions
for the helpless poor were belng put into existence.5

As in Germany, England, and France, the opening of
the modsrn age saw in other lands the beginning of communal
and civic provisions for poor rellef. All decrees and
ordinances agreed with the traditional practice of the church
in classifying the blind among the disabled and acknowledging

L] - L] L L ] L]

l. Cf. French, op. clt., pp.53,54.
2. Cf., Ibid., p.56.
3. Cf. Ibid.



the duty of caring for them.

3¢ The Period of Social Integration.

| With what seemed astonlishing suddenness the out-
look changed for thé blinde In 1783 a young Parisian, Valentin
Hauy, had the idea that blind children could be systematically
teught. He undertook to educate a seventeen year o0ld boy, who
agreed to devote to the experiment asome of the time he was
forced to spend as & beggar. Haly conferred with several
famous blind people of that time and investigated apparatus
designed 1n'previous years for the transmittal of information
to the blind. Although Hauy wes not the first to think of
raised type which might be read by the fingers, he did invent
the first method of embossing lettering of any kind on paper
for the blind.l

Lesuerur was an lntelligent boy, and in less than

a year Hauy ventured to exhibit the results he had obtained
with him before a learned assembly. A second exhibition
secured for Hauy both financial aid and a number of pupils;
a philanthropic society turned over to him twelve blind children
under its care to be used as his first class. Thus in 1784
what was later to become the National Institution for the
Young Blind was formeéd. Those twelve constituted the first
blind class in history to be given a "formal" education.2

1. Cf. Chevigny and Braverman, op. eit., pp.90,91.
20 Cfo Ibido, poglo
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In 1804, Johann Wilhelm Klein of Vienna, began
the first systematic instruction of the blind in Germany.
Like Hauy, Klein began with the education of one individual.
This was the beginning of the feamous Vienna Institute for
the Education of the Blind, the organization itself being
fully completed in 1808. Beginning with a true educational
experiment, this institubte was founded on the broad principles
of a general education., Klein distinguished between the ends
of education and charity, and to this day his school remains
cne of the most truly educational of all institutions for the
blind.1 There was nothing of the asylum about this schoole.
He even hoped for & day when the special school for the blind
would not be necessary, when blind children could enter the
schools of the sighted with only such pedagoglical help as
their deprivation required. Klein's institute, gccording
to French, "has done more than any other in the wérld to
forward a scholarly study of the condition and educétion of
the blind ."2

The name of Samuel Gridley Howe is sssociated with
the first educational work for the blind in'the United States,
and the year 1832 marks the beginning of blind child education
in America. With the help of two experienced teachers whom
he had met in hls vislit to the institutions of Europe, Howe

* @ * * o @

1. Cf. French, op. cit., p.10l.
2. Ibid.
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opened a school for the blind in his father's home in
Boston. The first class had six pupils, ranging in age from
six to twenty years. In later years this became known as
the Perkins Institution.l
Dr. Howe appeared before the legislatures of
fifteen states to urge the cause of blind education., State
schools sprang up rapidly. He spoke about his work incessantly
before learned sccleties and published a number of pamphlets.,
He tried to promote a sense of organization among.all workers
for the blind, Including the heads of asylums. He hated the
idea of charity and hoped his school would some day be con-
sidereg on the same footing with other educational establishe
ments.
The physical condition of many of the blind children
on their arrival at school shocked him. He became insistent
on the need for oppoertunity to develop physically. As
Micheel Anagos, Howe's son-in-law and successor at Perkins,
stated 1t;
"ohe object of his comprehensive system was to unfold the
mental faculties and strengthen the bodily powers of the
blind in definite order, to cultivate in them the mesthetic
element and prepare them for a liberal profession, to
train them in industrious and virtuous hablts, to develop
to the utmost extent all their faculties and aptituﬂes and,
lastly to make them hardy and self-rellant so that they

might go out into the world, not to eat the bread of
charity but to earn a livelihood by honest work. "3

L] * » L . *

l. Cf. Chevigny and Braverman, op. cit., pe.S€.
2. Cf. Ibld., p«S7.
S Ibid., pp.97,98.
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Howe's work was very influentlal, It has been
stated that the education of the blind in America has not
changed substantially from the pattern set by Howe, and as
far as the entirely resldentiasl schools are concerned this
assertion has considerable truth.l

At about the same time that Howe was working in
Massachusetts, lnterest in the blind stirred in other parts
of the country and schools were opened in New York and in
Philadelphisa.

From the ploneer work of these three schools
(Boston, New York and Philadelphie), interest in the blind
reached out until today there 1is an opportunity-for every
blind child in America to secure an education comparsble to
that open to seeing boys and girls.?

At present there are sixty-five residential schools
for the blind,5 and as of August 1950 twenty-five cities
provided Braille classes ln the public sqhools.4 These
educational opportunities usually begin at the kindergartenk
level_and continue on through high school. In some states,
pupils are sent to nearby high schools for instruction in
the upper grades, the blind school continuing to provide
residence, books, appliances, and tutorial assistance. The

o« s 0 o o

l. Cf. Chevigny and Braverman, op. cit., p.98.

2. Cf. Kurtz, op. cit., p.47.

3. Cf, Americen Foundafion for the Blind (comp.): Residential
Schools for Blind Children in the U.S., January 1952
(mimeo.),

4, Cf . American Foundation for the Blind (comp.): Braille
Classes in Public Schools, August 1950 (mimeo.).
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same sltuation sometimes applies to students attending
college, but preferably arrangements are made so that blind
students may live at colleges independent of schools for the
blind. Many blind students go on to professional schools.
Since many texts are not aveilable ln Brallle, speclsl resding
service is needed. Sixteen states provide state funds for the
peyment of readers, and there are also a number of scholarships
available to help students.l

Rehabllitation is today's word for the training of
the blinded adults. During World War II, following preliminary
training in a military hospital, blinded veterans (approximately
1,600 of them) were sent to Avon 0ld Farms, Avon, Connecticut
for rehabilitetion. This was in no sense a "permenent home".
Here, In addition to such traditional courses as punctiform
reading, work was given in orientation through hearing. Here,
too, the men were trained, not for broom-making or chair
caning, but for work in retail marketing, insurance, selling
real estate, printing, secretarial work, and other occupations
and professions. The purpose of Avon was to train men to live
in the seelng world.z

The question arises, by what forces was the mass
of ancient prejudice and disbelief broken to allow these
events to happen. Actually the mendicaney period did not end
when the asylum period began. The asylum only concesled what

l. Cf. Kur'bz, ODe cito, p-4'7.
2. Cf. Chevigny and Braverman, op. cit., pp.7,8.
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sti1ll existed. Under the church the asylum did have the
purpoée of saving souls but in its secular form it had no
purpcse except to remove the blind from the streets, and
thus conceal thelir situstion. The events that began to
unfold in 1784 are not an outgrowth of the asylum periced,
but rather & revolt against it,l
Whe t, then, brought this revoltt¢ At the time Hauy
founded his school, France was already on the brink of
revolt ageinst the soclal and political institutlions of the
past. America, too, at the time of Howe, was busily rejecting
tradition. Revolutlion was the keynote of the times. The
French and American revolutions were fought over the rights
of men to liberty and equality. In this atmosphere the
blind, too, broke through from the long-established and
lowly position in which they had been held by the traditions
of society, and asserted thelr fight to a place in society.2
As was stated by Chevigny and Braverman:
"The meaning for the blind man of today is clear. His
welfare as a person lies with those who cling most
firmly to the rights of the individual and freedom from
class prejudice. His ability to meintain his position
as a contributing citizen must rise and fall with the
rise and fall of the democratic spirit."s
The blind who haven't already been pauperized do
not want or need charity. What they wént and need is a place
in the seeing world. Once equipped for that they no longer

L] L L] L L ] L 4

l. Cf. Chevigny and Bravermen, op. cit., p.104.
2. Cf. Ibido, pollgo
S Ibido, pp.121,122o
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need alms or pity. To them pity is the last insult. The
blind are as capeble of leadling a normal life as anyone.
As was said by one blind man as he talked to others who
were blind:
"Blindness should make no difference in your lives,
none. Live exectly as you lived before, with the same
pursuits, the same pleasures. You are cut off from
nothing, except by inertia or timidity. You can enjoy
many things as much as you ever did. Bllndness 1is not
a tragedy. It is merely an inconvenience."l
What the blind children and adults want is to be

accepted as children and adults first and blind afterwards.
F. The Spiritual Needs of the Blind

It has just been pointed out that the blind are
not a sepsrete distinct group. They are individuals =~ :
individuals with a handlcap. It 1s true that certain speciall
methods will have to be taken into consideration in thelr |
Christian edwation, but basically thelr spiritual needs are

identical with those of any other person or group.

l, The Method by Which These Needs Were Determined.

In order to determine how effecg%vely the churches
and the religlous organizations are meeting the spiritual
needs of their members, and in partieular, the needs of
their blind constituency, it is nscéssary to first know
these spiritual needs. There 1s however no set statement of

* [ ] L] L L] L]

l. Ray, Marie B.: How To Conquer Your Handicaps. p.l€6.
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the spiritual needs of an individual. It can, nevertheless,

be assumed that the objectives of Christian education have

been set up and specifically planmned to meet certain needs.

On the basis of this assumption, then, it 1is evident that by

studying these objectlves it should be possible to determine

the needs which they were designed to meet., The International

Council of Religious Education has formulated the following

statemsnt of objectives of Christian educatlion:

"1.

2.

Se

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Christien education seeks to foster in growing persons
a consciousness of God as & reality in human experience,
and a sense of personsl relationship to him,

Christian education seeks to develop in growing persons
such an understanding and appreclation of the person-
ality, life, and teaching of Jesus as will lead to
experience of him as Savior and Lord, loyalty to him
end his cause, and will manifest 1tself in delly 1life
and conduct.

Christian education seeks to foster in growing persons
a progressive and continuous development of Christlike
personality.

Christian education seeks to develop in growing persons
the ability and disposition to participate in and
contribute constructively to the building of a social
order throughout the world, embodying the ideal of

the Patherhood of God and the brotherhood of man.
Christian education seeks to develop 1in growing persons
the ability and disposition to participate in the
organized society of Christians - the Church.
Christian educetion seeks to develop in growing persons
an sppreclation of the meaning and importance of the
Christian family, and the abllity and disposition to
participate in and contribute constructively to the
life of this primary social groupe.

Christian educatlion seeks to lead growing persons into
a Christian interpretation of life and the universe;
the ability teo see in it God's purpose and plan; a
life philosophy bullt on this interpretation.
Christlan educatlon seeks to effect in growing persons
the assimilation of the best religlous experience of
the race, preeminently that recorded in the Bible, as
effective guldance to present experience."l

L 4 * L ] L] L [ ]

1. The International Council of Religlous Education: Christlan
Education Today. Dppel6,17.



2. The Needs.

From thess objectives it can be concluded that
among the spirituel needs of an individual are: (1) the
need for knowledge - knowledge of God and Jesus, and
knowledge of the Bible and other religlous history and
literature; (2) the need for worship - a sense of personal
relationship to God; (3) the need for service; and (4) the
need for fellowshlip - both in the church and in the family.
These are the spiritual needs of the blind as well as those
of the sighted. Although the methods of meeting thasé needs
for the blind méy be somewhat different, the needs themselves
are exactly the same. It 1s essential that the church attempt
to meet these needs of its individual members =~ the blind and
the slighted,

G. Summary

Chapter one has introduced the blind person. It
was found that his handlcap is hard to define for blindness
varies all the way from a conditlon where there 1ls a complete
lack of sight to that where sight does exist in some siight
measure. The extent of blindness and the effect of blindness
on different age groups were also discussed.

- A history of the place and education of the blind
was then presented. It was learned that down through the
ages there has not been much of a place in soclety for the

blind person. At first he was looked upon as a liability and

!
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later as a ward of soclety. Now, little by little, he is
being given his rightful place in society. Today he is
being acceptéd and recognized as a fullfledged member.

It was further discovered that the majority of
the blind do not want charity, but rather long for a place
in the seeing world sihce they are normel human beings
desiring to be treated as such,.

It was concluded that the spiritual needs of the
blind are identieal with those of the sighted. It was noted
that they, too, need a Christian education whieh will help
them to grow in their knowledge of God and Jesus. Likewise,
they need to express themselves in worship and in active
service in the Christian community. Finally, the blind need
to participate In the Christlan fellowship. It was con-
cluded that it is the duty and the challenge of the church
to meet these spiritual needs of the individual handicapped
by blindness. |
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CHAPTER II
THE PROGRAM OF THE CHURCH AND
RELATED ORGANIZATIONS FOR THE BLIND

A. Introduction

The purpose of this chapter 1s to survey the
programs and work being done with and for the blind by the
churches and related rellglous organizations.

In making this survey of the work for the blind
by religlous organizations the program of the Protestant
Church will first be presented. This discussion will include
its Interdenominational, denominational, and non-denominational
programs. Following this there will be a brief survey of the
work being carried on by the Roman Catholic Church. ILastly
a view of the Jewlish work will be presented. The study of
each organization will include a brief statement of its
purpose, historical development, the work it is doing in the

religious field, and 1ts means of support.
B. The Program of the Protestant Church

l. Interdenominational. _
a. The American Bible Society.
The principal agency in this cowntry for supplying
Scerlptwes to those handicapped by blindness is the American
Bible Society. |
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"The American Bible Soclety has as its single purpose

to encourage the wider circulation of the Holy Seriptures
without note or comment amd without purpose of profit,

to every man on earth in whatever language he may
require."

The Amerlcan Bible Socletyt!s work for the blind
began in 1835, when they made a grant of $1,000 to Dr, Samuel
G. Howe, a great pioneer worker for the blind. His work
eventuated in the publicatlon of the Bible in the Line
Letter system (a system using raised roman 1etters).2 Since
Dr., Howe's work, there have been constant efforts to simplify,
condense, and improve embossed printing. As one system has
) supplanted another, the Soclety has at very heavy costs
provided the Bible in it.s ;

Followling the first Bible in Line Letter, the
Society in 1894 published the Bible in New York Point (a
system using the cell of six dots in a horizontal position).4
For many years thls system was used in the schools for the
blind, and even today 1t is still enjdyed by many blind
persons.

Then in 1903 the distribution of the Bible was
begun in the Moon system (a modified raised letter system
imported from England and especially acceptable to blind

® & @« & o o

1. American Bible Society: The Bible and the American Bible
Society. ©p.S8.

2. Cf. Barrett, 8. Ruth: The Bible for the Blind. Bible
Soclety Record Vol. 86, #5, May 1941, p.77.

3e Cfe. Barrett, S Ruth: The Bible for the Blind for Christmas.
Bible SOciety Record, Vol. 94, #10, December 1949, p.154.

4, Cf, Chevigny and Braverman- op. cit., PellSe
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people whose fingers are not sensitive enough to read the
fine dots of the Braillé), end in 1911, when Ameriecan Braille
was being teaught in the schools for the blind, the Bible
appeared in this system.l

In 1919, when the service men blinded in World
War I, wers belng taught Revised Brallle, the Society began
work on the publishing of the Scriptures in this system.
Revised Braille 1s the system most widely wused today.2

The Soclety offers four editions of the Bible in
Braille, the King James Version and the American Revised
Version being available in both grade 1} and in grade 2.
The King James Version is made up of twenty large bulky
volumes which require five and a half feet of shelf space.5
A Braille Bible costs sixty dollars or three dollars per
volume. As few blind persons are able to meet the full cost
of the Bible, the American Bible Society offers it at a
small cost, twenty~five cents per volume, and when a person
is still unable to meet that cost, a full donation is madé.

The Bible in Moon consists of fifty-eight large
volumes weighing 195 pounds, occupylng over ten feet of shel

5
space, and costing over two hundred dollars to manufacture.

e & o & ¢

1. Cf. Barrett, S. Ruth: The Bible for the Blind for Christmas.
Op. cito,‘ p0154- - ' )

2. Cf. Barrett, S. Ruth: The Bible for the Blind. Op. cit., p.77.

3. Cf. American Bible Society: So That the Blind, Too, May
Read the Bible. (leafletY

4. Cf, Ibid. ‘ ' ’ ' ’

5. Cf, American Bible Socilety: The Light Shineth in Darkness.
(leaflet) |
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Like the Braille Bible, these volumes are sold for twenty-
five cents per volume, or given as a gift by the American
Bible Soclety. ,

_ The Bible Society has embossed Bibles, or portions
of the Bible, in thirty-four different languages and systems,
including Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Greek, French, Arabie,
German, Hebrew, Korean, Japansse, Chiness, and Polish.l

The American Bible Soclety also distributes a
small volume of Scripture passages, which the blind call
their "Pocket Bible". This little volume includes such
favorite passages as the Ten Commandments, the Twenty-third
Psalm, the Sermon on the Mount, and I Corinthians 13. More
coples of this little book have been printed in Braille than
any other book for the blind.z This "Pécket Bible" is
avallable in Braille, New York Point, the Moon system, and
also on two talking book records. ‘ '

’A - There 1is also a Brallle concordance in the King
James Version. This concordance is in ten bulky volumes
costing about twenty-two dollars for the set, but the
American Bible Soclety offers this to the blind at twenty-
five cents per volume.3 This concordance is proving an .
1nvg1uable aid especially to blind ministers, Church School

.0000‘

l. Cf. American Bible Society. Increased Distribution of
Seriptures for the Blind. (mimeographed)

2. Interview with Miss S. Ruth Barrett, Secretary, Work for
the Bllind, on October 24, 1951,

3s Cfe Barrett S. Ruth: The Blind Express Their Thanks.
Bible Society Record, Vol. 92, No. 3, March 1947, p.43.



teachers, librarians, and Bible studenté.
For those who find it difficult to read any

embossed system, the American Bible Society provides the
1l
Seripture Talking Book Records. This service was begun by

" the Soclety in 1935. The whole Bible requires one hundred
and seventy records -~ the 0ld Testament is on one hundred and
thirty records and the New Testament on forty records. During

1950 new recordings of the New Testament and of several books
2

of the 01d Testament were made on the new ten~inch records.
The Bible 1s the longest talkling book so far produced, the
total reading time being 844 hours. As has been previously
mentioned, the Small Volume of Scripture Passages 1s also
-available on two double~-faced talking book recbrds.

It 1s interesting to note the following statement
by M. Robert Barnett, Executive Director of the American
Foundation for the Blind, regarding the Bible on talking book

records:

1. The talking book record is a disk simllar to a regular

twelve=-inch phonograph record but so made that by running
at about half the speed of a regular record, 1t speaks from

each side of the disk for about 15 minutes. The talking
book records are played on a "talking book" machine which
has been especlally conatructed so that blind people can
easlly operate it by touch. A blind person may buy a
reading machine at cost price from the American Foundation
for the Blind, but the majority of blind people borrow
theirs from the Library of Congress. These talking books
of the Bible may, however, now be played on any 33 1/3
R.P.M. record-playing machine.

2. Cf. Proceedings of the 24th Convention of the American
Assoclation of Workers for the Blind, July 10-24, 1950.
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"fe Bible which is the most popular reading among the
sighted peopls, 1s also the favorite of blind men. The
American Foundation for the Blind has just completed 1its
second recording of all 66 books of the Bible on Talking
Books (long-playing records) to be distributed by the
United States Library of Congress and the American Bible
Soclety. The Library maintalns that among its 1,500
titles of Talking Books for the blind, the Bible stands
pre-eminent in popularity. . .This recording was needed
because the original wore out from fregquent reproduction.“l

During the year April 1950 to April 1951 the
American Bible Soclety distributed 20,244 talking book records,
exceedlng the filgure for any previous year. Since they began
this service, the American Bible Societyéhas furnished a total
of 84,177'6f these records to the blind,

As with the embossed Scriptures, the Society offers
the talking book Bible tc blind persons at twenty-five cents
per record, and when a person 1s unable to meet this nominal
‘price, a full donation is made. These records are also

3
avallable at one dollar aplece to sighted people.

Thy Word Giveth Light 1s the title of a twenty
minute Kedachrame 16 mm. sound film availlable for rental

from the American Bible Society. In this motion picture the

father of a serviceman tells the story of how his son blinded
during the war had lost the wlll to live. Through the message
which the raised dots of the Braille Bible brought to his

.« & > & 9 o

1. Barnett, M. Robert: The Book for Free Men., New York
Herald Tribune, 6-9-51. ' '

2+ Cf, American Bible Soclety: He Has Recorded the Whole B le.
Bible Soclety Record, Vol. 96, No. 4, April 1951, p.55.

3. Cf+ American Bible Society: The Bible on Long-Playing
Records. Bible Socilety Record, Vol. 96, No. 9, November
1951, p.l42.
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heart and mind, he found his way back to a useful life. The
£ilm also shows something of the work which the American
Bible Society has been doing for the blinﬁ. This plcture
makes a direct appeal to the audience to help the Society
continue its work of translating, publishing and distributing
Seriptures for all who need and want 1t.l
The returns from ssles meet only one-third of the

total cost of the American Bilble Soclety's work, and the
Socliety's endowment fund ylelds less than one-eighth of 1its
sustaining budget. The rest of the support, therefore, must
come from churches and Individuals. In 1946 the Advisory
Council set goals for the giving of each denominatlon.
Although as yet the desired goal from the denominations has
not been reached, many denominations have made serious efforts
to attain their yearly goals; some have succeeded, and others
have exceeded the goals., In December 1950 the Advisory
Council adopted the following action:

"That inasmuch as the American Bible Society is the one

adequate and inclusive cooperative agency of the Churches

for worldwide distribution of the Holy Scriptures and

therefore of fers the best strategy for the Churches to

cooperate in effecting Bible outreach at home and abroad,

that this agency of the Churches receive officlal endorse~

ment and increased support from all Protestant
denominations."

L 2 J * o L

l. Cf. American Blble Society: Suppose You Could Not See..+..?,
(leaflet).

2. American Blble Soclety: The Bible, Book of Freedom.
The Board of Managers'! Report for 1950, pp.32-35.



35

be The John Milton Scoclety.

The John Milton Soclety is the interdenominational
Protestant Church agency for meeting the religious needs of
the blind. Its Board of Directors 1is appointed, directly or
indirectly, by the Divisions of Christian Education, Home
Missions, and Foreign Missiona of the National Council of
Churches. The John Milton Soclety does not seek to do any
type of work that can be done by secular organizations for
the blind, but only that which the church alone can and
must do.l

A young engineer who was suddenly blinded at the
age of twehty-eight wanted to serve in the work of his church.
When he tried to obtain Sunday School and other religlous
Jiterature in Brallle, he discovered that while the Roman
Catholic, Christian Science, Seventh-Day Adventists, and
Mormon churches had provided such literature for thelr blind,
the major Protestant churches had not done so. He raised
his voice in protest.

A Secratary of the American Blble Soclety, engaged
in providing Bibles for the blind, was continually embar-
rassed by repeated requests from people for Braille Sunday
School materials, hymn books, and other such materiallwhlch
the Bible Society could not provide.

These and others found Helen Keller willing to

“« & & 5 9 o

l. Cfe The John Milton Soclety - A World-Wide Christian
Service to the Blind (mimeographed), n.d.
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plead their cause in an appeal to the churches. The ¢churches
of the United States and Canada represented in the International
Council of Religious Education and the Home Misslons Council
of North America responded and in 1928 the John Milton Society
was established to meet the religious needs of the 160,000
Protestant blind in these two countries.l

The Soclety 1s now world-wide in 1ts service.
Originally established to serve the 160,000 Protestants among
the quarter of a million blind in the Unlted States and
Canada, the Soclety still spesnds four-fifths of its income
meeting the religious needs of this group.z When the mission-
aries of the Protestant churches were challenged by the needs
of the more than twelve million blind in other lands, they
turned to thils agency of United Protestantism, at first for
religious literature in English Brallle, and then for Braille
literature In other languages. Mission schools established to
help blind children overseas found the Soclety a valuable aild
in special projects for these sightless boys and girls.3

For adults the John ﬁilton Society publishes its
monthly magazine, The John Milton Magezine. This magazine 1s

a digest of the best materials in more than fifty church
4 ;
periodicals. Thousands of sightless women readers were able

e & & ¢ & o

1. Cf. The John Milton Soclety =~ A World-Wide Christian

'~ Service to the Blind (mimeographed), n.d.

2. Cf+ Ibid.

Se CLoW Ibido

4. Cf. The John Milton Society: That They May See. (leaflet)
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to participate actively in the World Day of Prayer Service
because the Soclety In cooperation with the Genersl Department
of United Church Women sent out the 1952 service in Braille
for the first time. In addition, the Soclety sends out
four times each year 1ts John Milton Sunday School Quarterly.
This Quarterly in Braille with teachers' notes, not only
helps older clsss members, but 1s used by.eight hundred
blind teachers of sighted childran.2 In 1952 the Soclety
plans to have new Sundéy School materials, because so few
denominations are now using the International Sunday School
1essons.3 A wealth of other material and help that only the
church can provide is available for adults through the John
¥ilton Society, such as, a hymn book (with music), religlous

poems, a religious calendar, and other books - In His Presence,

Song of our Syrisn Guest, Search the Seriptures, Man Does Not
4 .
Stand Alone, and Victory over Suffering.

While there are not as many blind children as there
are adults, they have a long road to walk without sight and
so the John Milton Soclety devotes much of its work both at
‘home and overseas to blind children. The childrent's Braille
magazine Discovery goes in English to thirty—s;x countries.
It égrries stories and Sunday Sch061 lesson ma#erials for

e« ® & L I

l. Cf. The John Milton Society: That They May See. {leaflet)

2. Cf+. The John Kilton Society = A World-Wide Christian Service
to the Blind. (mimeographed)

3. Interview with Mr. Nelson Chappel, Generasl Secretary of
the John Milton Soclety for the Blind, October 23, 1951.

4. Cf. The John Milton Society: That They May See. (leaflet)
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younger boys and girls. The Soclety also publishes children's
books such as Bible Stories for Children, Prayers for Children,

Christmas Carols, and Letters from Aunt Lucy. Two new books,

Modern Parables for Young Folks and Beggar Boy of Galiles,
are being put into Braille by hand.l

Since two-thirds of the blind here at home are
over sixty and do not learn Braille, the Society began the
publication in 1951 of a talking book quarterly, in which
the gems of rellglous poetry and prose can be played in
talking book f.'czrm.2

Another work of the John Mllton Soclety is pastoral
counseling. Much correspondence is carried on by the staff
of the Soclety with the blind. This is one of thé biggest
correspondence classes in the world.3

The Soclety also has a library for the blind. At
the preseht time there are only three books available for
circulation. These are: pBeggar Boy of Galllee, We Americans,
North and South, and Modern Parables for Young Folks. The

Soeiety; however, 1s planning to expand its work in this
department.4

While grants from denominational boards make up
less than flve per cent of the Society's budget, they indicate

[ ] . L J L] L] L]

1. Cf. The John Milton Soclety: That They May See. (leaflet)

2. Cf. The John Milton Society - A World-Wide Christian Service
to the Blind. (mimeographed) ‘ ’

3e %gterview with Mr. Nelson Chappel, October 23, 1951.

4., Ibid.
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the official sponsorship of these churches. Of the more than
fifty denominations that contribute to the support of the

John Milton Society, only four groups do any addltional work of
their own. These are the Unlited Lutheran, the Protestant (
Episcopal, the Southern Baptist, and the Methodist chnrches.a
Ninety~-five per cent of the budget comes from annual con-
tributions from church and Sunday School organizations, from
individual laymen and women, and from bequests. The Soclety
has no endowment fund.2 The blind themselves are the most

generous contributors.

2. Denominational.
e, The Protestant Episcopal Church.
The National Council of the Protestant Episcopal
Church publishes monthly The Church Herald for the blind which

circulates, not only among the members of thelr communion, but

also in many of the schools ministering to the blind both in
3
this country and abroad. The Church Herald 1s published in

grade 1% Braille and contains the church calendar, prayers,
a book in serial form, a question and answer departme nt, a

news and notes department, and the Episcopal Church School
4 : P
Lessons.

l. Interview in office on March 26, 1952.

2+ Cf. The John Milton Soclety - A World-Wide Christlan
Service to the Blind. (mimeographed)

3« Cfe The National Council of the Protestant Eplscopal
Church: (A statement of their work for the blind),
Recelved November 16, 1951,

4, Cf. Proceedings of the 24th Convention of the American
Association Workers for the Blind.
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In the past the church issued a number of religious

pamphlets,‘but this supply has run out and they have to waig
for a further appropriation before these pamphlets can be
reprinted. They also have published in Brallle parts of the
Prayer Book and‘é complete copy of the Service of Holy
Communion with the Collect, Prayers, Eplstles and Gospels for
each Sunday of the year.l

In many large centers the Eplscopal Church has
clergy whose particular work is to minister to the blind
both by the spoken and written word.2

Every Christmas and Easter the Natilonal Council sehds
out numbers of cards conveying a spiritual message and a few
words of greeting to those who are unsble to read the printed
word.

The Philadelphia Protestant Episcopal City Mission
hes a department for church work among the blind. Most of
their work 1s soclal case work; very little is definitely
spiritual. The church worker encourages her blind clients
to attend the services of the chwurch of thelr chelce. This
group also sends Forward Day by Day, a publicationd the
Protestant Episcopal Church, in Braille to those who are
visually h:s.ncl.ic.auppe’cl«.:5

o o o 0 s o

l. Cf. The National Council of the Protestant Episcopal
Church: ope. cit.

2. Cf, Ibid.

3. Cf. Lever, Mrs, Cora M., November 14, 1951, Letter to the
Writer.
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be. The Lutheran Church.
(1) The United Lutheran Church.
The Board of Soclal Missions of the United Lutheran
Church in America belleves that the best ministry to people
with handicapped sight is in the local parish. Therefore they
provide alds in Braille whilch the local parish may use:
Luther's Smaell Catechism, an Explanation of Luther's Small

Catechism, and the Common Service Book with two hundred

hymns. The Board of Soclal lMissions 1is also entering into the
fleld of providing Sunday School literature in Braille upon
individual request. This Sunday School material 1is the |
regular closely graded system of the Lutheran Church. They
also urge pastors in communities where there 1s a residential
school for the blind to provide a spiritual ministry to the
Lutheran students there.l

In an effort to minister to the deaf-blind who
know the deaf signa,‘this>denom1nation has instructed more
than one hundred seminariasns in the use of deaf signs.2

The United Lutheran Church also contributes finane
cially to the John Milton Society.3

(2) The Evangelical Lutheran Church (Norweglan).

The Evangelical Lutheran Church centers its work

s s 0 e e

l. Cf. Shearer, Franclis A., March 17, 1952, Letter to the
Writer.

2. Cf. Ibid.

3. Cf. Ibid.
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for blind people 1in a congregation at Faribault, Minnesota.l
(3) The Missouri Synod Lutheran Mission.
The objectives of the Missourl Synod Lutheran Mission
for the Blind are:
"To magnify the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, to edify the salnts, to save precious blood=-
bought souls to make sinners wise unto salvation
through.faith which is in Christ Jesus."2
They aim to asccomplish these objectives in four
ways: 1in the first place by publishing literature in raised
type, which is made avallable to iutherans and the unchurched
blind throughout the world; two, by providing spiritual care
for the Lutheran blind, especially chilldren at State schools
for the blind, and also for the unchurched blind; three, by
inviting the unchurched blind to their services and social
gatherings; and fow, by providing talking books and machines
to the blind who are unable to read the raised type.5
In 1938 a library for the blind was established by
the Lutheran Church. At the present time this library contains
one thousand volumes of religlous books in Braille and Moon
type. About sixty volumes are added annually by thirty
volunteer transcrlbers., These books are circulated free of.
charge among the blind iIn the Unlted Stateé; a small postage

l. Cf, Shearer, Francis A., March 17, 1952, Letter to the
Writer.

2. Schroeder, 0. C.: The Silver Anniversary of Our Mission to
the Blind - 1926 to 1951. American Lutheran, Vol. XXXIV,
No. 1, January 1961, p.6.

3. Cf, Ibid.
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charge is required to send them to foreign countries.
Probably about fifteen thousand blind persons are served by
the Lutheran Library.1

| The books which are hand-transcribed for the
Lutheran Libfary are not for sale, but are lent to blind
readers. However, the Missouri Synod of the Lutheran Church
do have some printed Braille books for sale. These include
such books as the Life of Martin Luther, Prayer Book for the

&
Blind, hymns, Bible historlies, and the Catechlsm.

The Lutheran Breille Messenger, their first magazine,
was published in 1927, and in 1928 the Moon gype Herald and
the German Brallle Bote were made available. Schroeder says:

"The work of our Mission to the Blind in the past twenty-
five years has been chiefly a Braille lission, sending

out the printed Werd of God in magazines, books, and

hand transcribed material for instruction in the doctrines
of the Bible to win and keep souls for Christ. In the
future our Boca rd intends to promote this Mission also by
personal contacts through our Pistrict Home Mission

boards and pastors and through instruction at State Schools
for the Blind."4

¢. The Methodist Church.
The Board of Education of the Methodist Church makes
an annual contributibn to the John Milton Society. They also
help support the work of the American Blble Society.

. [ ) ] * &

1., Cf. Schroeder, 0. C.: The Silver Anniversary of our Misslion
to the Blind « 1926 to 19561l. Ope. G&to, Pe7e

2, Cf., Ibid.

Se Cfo Ibid., pp.6,’7.

4. Ibido’ PolSc ,
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The Upper Room, the dally devotional booklet

of the Methodlst Church, is available in Braille. The
subscription price 1s two dollars a year.l

A great deal of their other work 1s done in informel
ways to help keep the handicapped active in the fellowship of
the church. This varies greatly in local churches.2 A list
of possible activities for the aged,‘shut-in, and handicapped

are suggestedsin The Work of the Adult Home Depsrtment of the

Local Churche.

de The Southern Baptist Convention.
The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention publishes one periodical in Braille, The Braille

Baptist. This carries a brief treatment of the Sunday School
lesson, Uniform Series, a brief treatment of the Training
Union lesson, which is material prepared for use in the
Training Union in their churches, and brief excerpts of
articles from several of their denominational papers. This
periodical is mzde available to blind people upon request

without charge.

e. The Christian Record Benevolent Association, Inc.

"The Christian Record Benevolent Association is
oopioa

1. 0f. The Upper Room, Vol. 17, No. 6, January - February, 1952.
2. Cf. Teague, Florence, February 19, 1952, Letter to Writer.

3. Cf. Rippy, M. Leo: The Work of the Adult Home Department

. of the Local Church., ’ ,

4. Cf. Allen, Clifton J., March 28, 1952, Letter to the Wrlter.
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striving to 1ift the veil of darkness from ;he eyes of all
who are deprived of the blessing of sight." The objectives
of the Association are set forth as follows in the Articles
of Incorporation:
"Phe purpose and objects for which this corporation is
organized is to publish free literature for the blind,
and to assist financially or otherwise worthy 1nd1viduals
who are partislly or totally blind or are affected with
eye trouble or failling sight;. . .this organization is
not for personal profit or gain to any individual or
organization whatsoever, but that all its property
profits, and assets must be used and expended for éhe
purposes and objects for which said corporation is organ-
ized, and to further by all proper and legitimate agencies
and means religious, missionary, and charitable, and
oducational work among the blind."2 |
This Association came into belng in 1900, 1In the
fall of 1899 a young man by the name of A. 0. Wilson, himself
blind, went to the offlcers of the General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists with the urgent request that some
provision for the production and distribution of embossed
religious literature among the blind be made. His appeal was
given a sympathetic hearing and steps were taken at that time
to set up what is now known as the Christlan Record Bensevolent
Assoclation,-Inc. The first issue of the Associatlion's present
leading journal was published and distributed the following
January. While the Association and 1ts services are sponsored,
supported, and directed by the Seventh-day Adventist Church,
its services aresavailable to the sightless regardless of race,
ereed, or color. ¢ o 8 o o o
1. Christian Record Benevolent Associlation: Rays of Light to
the Blind. (leaflet)
2. Degering, C.W.: The Christian Record Benevolent Association,

Inc. (typed sketch of the Association's work).
3. Cf. Ibild.
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For adults the Association publishes the The
Christian Record which is a fifty-six page monthly non-

sectarian journal in Braille, grade 13 and New York Point.
This journal at the present time has a malling list of 5,4611
throughout the United States, Canada, and a number of foreign
countries. There 1s also another monthly journal, The Bible
Expogitor. This 1s a forty-page monthly jowrnal which 1is
devoted to topical religious articles. ILike The Christian
Record, it 1s 1ssued in both Brallle and New York Point, and

has:a cilrculation of 1,784, The Sabbath School Monthly, with

a mailing 1list of 1,325, is a fqrty-page monthly in Braille
devoted to & weekly series of Bible lessons. In 1941 the
Assoclation organized a Bible correspondence course in Braille.
The total enrollment of this course is around six thousand.

For the children there is the Children's Friend,

& thirty-two page compllation of moral and character building
stories and articles on the primary'and Junior level. This
is issued monthly in Braille only and has a circulation of
1,612,

The Christian Record Benevolent Assoclation also
maintains & free circulating librgfy of about seven hundred
books.2 There are, however, only about one hundred and forty
titles iIn this collection since many are duplicates in other

e & ¢ ¢ ¢ 9

le All circulation reports and services are as of July 31, 1951.
2. Cf. Degering, C.W., op. cit.
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1
kinds of embossed writing. This library contains doctrinal

books, books dealing with Biblical exposition, general
religious books such as The Greatest Thing in the World,

Fanny Crosby's Story and The Other Wise Man, books about o
social problems, and also some non-fiction secular books.

In addition to this there 1s a series of religious
talking books which are issued by the Association and dis=-
tributed through the regional branches for the blind of the
Library of Congress.

Some personal visitation work is carried on by a
corps of trained field workers. . |

The work of the Assoclation is financed by public
contributions. It 1is the plan,and policy to establish an
endoﬁment thet will make possible the meeting of current
operaténg expenses from the income of the endowment invest-

ments.

f. The Christian Sclence Church,

The approach of The Mother Church to the spiritual
needs of the visually handicapped 1is somewhat different from
that of other organizatiens. Because Christian Science
teaches that Christianity and healing are synonymous, the
primary interest of The Mother Church in cbnnection with those
w;th visual problems, as with any kind of physical problem,

e o ¢ ¢ & o

le Cf. John Milton Soclety: (titles of books that are avallable
from religious organizations for the blind). (mimeographed)

2., For further listing of these books, see Appendix I.

3¢ Cf. Degering, C.W., Op. cit.
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1l
is to make avallable the means of healing.

A number of Mary Baker Eddy's works are avallable
in Braille and in Moon editions. The following are avallable
in Braille grade 1}: Science and Health with Key to the

Seriptuwes ($15), Manual of the Mother Church ($2), Rudimental

Divine Science and No and Yes ($2), Unity of Good ($2),

Retrospedtion and Introspection ($3.50) and Seven Poems (+75).

Christian Healiné (.60) and Seven Poems ($1.25) are avallable

in Moon editione.
For the student of Christian Secience unable at
present to read ink print, the Preface and the first five

chapters of Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures
may be heard on talking book records. There are also a
number of Ehonograph records of readings, hymns, and solos

available,

3. Non-denominational.
a. The Gospel Associatlion for the Blind, Inc.
"Phe Gospel Association for the Blind is & non=-

denominational faith work, called into being by the Lord as
' 5
missionary enterprise."

s & & o ¢ o

l. Cf. Channing, George, November 14, 1951, Letter to Writer.

2. Cf. Christian Science Church: Price List (Effective
April 30, 1951).

3. Cfs Christlan Scilence Church: Over One Hundred Pages of
the Christlan Science Textbook are Now on Talking Book
Records.

4, Cf, Channing, George, November 14, 1951, Letter to Wrilter.

5. The Gospel Assoclation for the Blind, Inc.: Winning the
Blind for Christ.
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Ralph Montsnus, following his ordination to the
ministry, felt the great need of bringing the gospsl to the
sightless. Gathering together a group of Christian workers,
he organized the Gospel Association for the Blind. Montanus
himself, founder and president, is totally blind.

The Gospel Association for the Blind carries the
gospel of Christ to the sightless in three ways: (1) Each

month the Gospel Messenger,a Braille magazine, 1a sent free

to readers all over the Unlted States and Caneda and in meny
countries of the world. ZXach issue of the Messenger begins
with an article presenting God's way of salvation. After
this comes an editoriasl by Montanus, the editor, who takes
a personal Interest in his readers and corresponds with many
of them. Then follow several articles-selected to afford a
balanced nurture in the Christian life. One may be a Bible
study; the next an instruction in prayef.l (2) Braille tracts
bearing the message'of salvation are distributed to those who
do not know Christ as thelr personal Savior.2 (3) Correspondence
in Braille is carried on with scores of blind people throughe
out the world, bringing them counsel and encouragemént.3

In addition to this work, Montanus has a radlio program
every Sunday evening over one of the New York statlons, By

- * L 4 L] * e

l. Cf. The Gospel Association for the Blind, Inc., The Gospsel
Messengere.

2. Cf. The Gospel Association for the Blind, Inc., Winning
the Blind for Christ.

5. Cf, Ibid.
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means of radio he 1s able to tell the nation that the world's
blind have heretofore been neglected as a missionary fleld
and relate what the Assoclation is doing to carry them the
gospel.l

The Gospel Assoclation for the Blind is financed
who%ly by offerings frem those whom the Lord moves to support

it.

be. The Christlan Association for the Blind, Inc,

The Christlan Assoclatilon for the Blind is a
"fundamental Christian Association working for the blind and
the world is our field."3

This Assoclation was originated in 1929 by Rev.
Nell McIntyre, after he came to this country from Glasgow,
Scotland. McIntyre, known as "Secotland's Blind Evangelist,"
lost his sight when a boy of seven. At the age of fifteen
he was led to Christ. Soon after his conversion he began to
preach, receliving his training in the Glasgow Bible Training
Institwe. When he came to this country, he became extremely
burdenéd for the hundreds of thousands of blind people in
this cecountry. He knew that his blind brothers were in great
need of the gospel and good, sound Braille reading matter.
Gathering around him a group of Christian men, he put before

* & * o o o

l. Cf. The Gospel Association for the Blind, Inc., Winning
the Blind for Christ.

2, Cf, Ibid.

3. Christian Association for the Blind, Inc. (Printed letter
to friends of the Association - 1951).
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them what was on his heart and they, too, became interested
in lsunching a religious Braille megazine for the blind.
Thus the Christian Assoclation for the Blind was 1ncorporated.1

The Lamp is the Braille magazine of this Assoclation.
It 1s & non-sectarian, undenominational gospel magazine pub-
lished in Braille and given free to the blind.2 Other literary
activities of this organization include providing the blind
with Bible study books in Braille, publiéhing in Braille the
best in Blble lessons and Bible studles, anditranscribing
Christien books into Braille for thelr free circulating Brallle
1ibrary. |

In addition to this work 1n the field of literature,
the Christian Assoclatlion for the Blind does home visitation
work, both in individual homes and in hospitals and institutions
for the blind., There 1s also Christian guide service for
them, Another work of this Association is the canvassing of
houses seeking blind people. Still another service is done
by giving Christian counsel and guidance where it 1s needed.
Through this organization the blind are also brought into
homes for Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner.5

The work of this Association is not endowed, nor
underwritten by anyone. They trust the Lord to meet their

s o o o o o

l. Cf. Christian Assoclation for the Blind, Inc.: A Gospel
Ministry to the Blind.

2. Cfo Ibid. 7

3. Cf. Christian Association for the Blind, Inc.: (Printed
letter to the friends of the Assoclation - 1950).

h
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needs.
c. The Full Gospel Publishing Company for the Blind.

The Full Gospel Publishing Company for the Blind
i1s a non-sectarian, non-profit organization. Its work was |
launched in 1925 by the Rev. and Mrs. R. G. Shepherd.2

& free circulating library of Braillle books 1s

the main activity of this company. This work has been
continually added to and there are now over 175 titles
available.3 In this library are devotional books, blographies,
books of stary tracts, books that expose various false teach-
ings of the day, and a few books of Christian fictlon. They
draw from the works of such authors as A., B. Simpson, Andrew
Murrey, S. L. Brengle, F. B, Meyer, R. A. Torrey, Arthur T.
Plerson, Hudson Taylor, James H., Brookes, Seth C; Rees,
Basil Miller, C. G. Trumbull, H. A, Ironsides, and Dr. Max
Wertheimer.4

Up until June, 1950, the Full Gospel Publishing
Company for the Blind also published a Braille magazine
entitled The Full Gospel Monthly. This contained the inter-
national Sunday School lessons with comment from the "Gist
of the Lesson," edited for many years by R. A. Torrey.

* L * L L L

1. Cf. Christlan Association for the Blind, Inc.: A Gospel
Ministry to the Bllnd.

2. Cf. Full Gospel Publishing Company for the Blind: Another
Harvest Field, Vol, 8, No. 1, July 1949.

3. For a listing of some of these books, see Appendlx I.

4. Cf. Full Gospel Publishing Company for the Blind: Another
Hervest Fileld, Op. clt.



However, Ralph Montanus (founder of the Gospel Association

for the Blind) is now publishing the Sunday School lessons
1l

with comment in "Gist of the Lesson,"

4. The Gospel Trumpet Company.
The Sunday School Monthly is the magazine published

by the Gospel Trumpet Company. This is published in New York
Point on%y. Loan books are available from their free lending
library. At the present time this is the only work being

carried on.
C. The Program of the Roman Catholic Church

1l. The Xavlier Society for the Blind.

The Xavier Soclety for the Blind, founded in 1900,
supplies reading matter, especlally Catholic literature, to
the blind, regardless of creed.::3

The Catholic Review 1s the bi-monthly, llterary-

religious magaezine in Brallle, grade 2, which 1s sent free
upon application to any blind person by the Xavier Soclety.

In addition to this magazine, the Soclety has many hundreds

of Brallle books avalleble for the blind. There are some
hahd-transcribad books which are made by volunteer transcribers
and bound in the Xavier workshop. The Xavier library has

. & ¢ & & 9

l. Cf. Shepherd, Mrs. R. G., November 9, 1951, Letter to
Writer. ~

2. Cf, DeFore, G.,, November 15, 1951, Letter to Writer.

3« Cf, Xavier Soclety for the Blind: Catalogue of Plated
Books and Talking Books. (mimeographed)
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thousands of these books. Since there is only one copy of
each, they are never sold, but may be borrowed free for one
month. In addition to these books, the Socliety has many
plated books which the blind may obtain free on loan or
purchase at e reasonable price, which does not represent a

profit. The plated books include (1) The Ordinary of the

Mass, an eighty-seven page book which includes all prayers,
lessons, and other material which form the vinchanging portion
of the Holy Sacrifice; (2) The Children's Mass, forty-three

pages, containing various prayers, based on liturgical text,
which children may recite during the various parts of the.
mass; (3) My Daily Companion, seventy-one pages, contalning

dally preyers, devotions for Confession and Communion, and

also the Way of the Cross in brief form; (4) Catechisms; and
1 .

(6) My Daily Readings from the New Testament.

The Catholic calendar, in grade 2 Braille, lists
every day of the year and includes Saint's days, days of
fast and ebstinence, and a daily pious practice. _This
‘calendar is sent free to the blind if they make'application
before October of each year for the calendar of the: next yaar.2

In addition to the printed materlials the Xavier

Soclety has talking books. The Imitation of Christ may be

obtained free on loan for one month or it may be purchased
at one dollar per record by the blind person, Other talking

. L] L 4 L . @

l. Cf. Xavlier Soclety for the Blind: Catalogue of Plated
. bookgband Talking Books. (mimeographed)
« Cf. Ibide.
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books are not sold but may be obtained free on loan only.

These include (1) the Holy Gospel (Douay version) according

to St. Matthew (five records), St. Mark (three records),
St. Luke (seven records), St. John (four records), and the

Acts of the Apostles (six records); (2) Father Smith Instructs

Jackson (twenty records); (3) Peace of Soul by Fulton Sheen
(twenty records); and (4) The Catholic Hour, 19?1, the first

six months, by Fulton Sheen (nineteen records).

The Xavier Society is a non-profit, charitable
organization. To malntain and expand its extensive free
service to those who live in perpetual darkness, the Society
must depend entirely and solely upon donations, as it does
not receive any subsldy fgom any public or private agency

- federal, state or city.

2. The Catholiec Centre for the Blind.

The Cathollc Centre for the Blind is a home in
New York for blind working girls, under the auspices of a
Board of Directa s, and the personal supervision of the
Sisters of St. Dominiec of Blsuvelt.

"o alleviate the heartache, to extend a friendly hand,
to help them to take thelr place as self sustaining
members of the Community, to give them a feeling of
accomplishment and a sense of confidence and securilty,

e & & o 0 o

1, Cf. Xavier Society for the Blind: Catalogue of Plated
books and Talking Books. (mimeographed)

2. Cf. Xavier Society for the Blind: Guard of Honor Manuals
for the Blind. Reprinted from Messenger of the Guard of
Honor of October, 1949.
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to shelter them In a truly Christian home, these are
the aims of the Catholic Centre for the Blind in
providing a home for blind working girls."l
The residents at the Centre have thovprivilege of
dally Mass celebrated by the Dominicén Fathers and of
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrement on Sundays and Holy Pays.
The Rosary 1s said dally. Quarterly and annusl Retreats are
held at the Cenacle, These Retreats are sponsored by the
Catholic Centre for all the Catholic blind women of New York
Clty. The Annual Report for 1950 shows that weekly sermons
were gliven during Lent and that a Bible group met on Sundays.
Midnight Masses were given on both Christmas and New Year's
eves.2
There are Catholic gullds for the blind locsted in
Bdston, Meassachusetts, Brogklyn, New York, Buffalo, New York,

and Hartford, Connecticut.
D. The Jewish Breille Institute of Ameriea, Inc.

The Jewlsh Braille Institute was founded in the
city of New York in 1931 expressly to "minister to the cultural
and religious needs of fhe Jewish blind of America and throughe

out the world."
° * * » L ] * L ]

l, Annual Report of the Catholic Centre for the Blind, p.S.

2., Cf. Ibid.o, PeCo \

3. Cf. Lende, Helga (comp.): Directory of Activities for the
Blind in the United States and Canada, p.l39.

4, Wachtell, Rose: An Open Letter Addressed in Boundless

Gratitude to the Friends and Patrons of the Jewish Braille

Institute of America on the Occasion of the Institute's

Twentieth Anniversary - April 22, 1951 (mimeographed).
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The Jewish Braille Review is the monthly Brallle

magazine of this orgenization. It is printed in English
Breille and is given free to the Jewish and non-Jewish blind

throughout the world. Each issue contains a childrent's
1
supplement.

In the summer of 1936 the Jewlsh Brallle institute
completed and officially adopted2 the International Hebrew
Breille G‘ode.5 This code 1s essentielly s phonetic adaptation
of the English Braille alphabet. That is, wherever possible,
consonants and vowels of the English alphabet are made to
serve for their Hebrew equlvalents in sound. For instance,

B 1s used for Bet; G for Gimel; E for Segol; and U for
Kubbutz. Where there is no such equlvalent character avail-
able, some other symbol selected for its Brallle appropriate-~
ness 1s employed. Because the vowel points used in printed
Hebrew cannot be reproduced in Brallle, it was necessary to

. a&dapt speclal signs for the vowels, semi-vowels, and other
peculiarly Hebraic symbols required. In the Hebrew Braille
Code, vowels ilmmediately follow the conscnants they affect.
Unlike printed Hebrew, Hebrew Braille is read from left to
righi:.4

l. Cf« The Jewlsh Braille Review,

2. A fow minor changes In vowel symbols were adopted in
1937 and in 1944,

3. Cf«. The Jewlsh Braille Institute of America, Incorp.: The
Hebrew Braille Bible, Publisher's Preface (mimeographed).

4. Cf. The Jewish Braille Institute of America, Inc.: The

Story of the International Hebrew Braille Code (mimeographed).



=58«

As a result of the Ebbrew‘Braille Code, the Jewlsh
Braille institute now publishes the entire Hebrew Bible in
Braille. This Bible is in twenty, encyclopedia-sized
volumes.1 |

In addition to these ser#ices, the Instltute has
& free nationally circulating library of books of exclusive
Jewish content. In collaboration with the National Jewish
Welfare Beard, they have published a reprint in Braille for
blinded veterans of World War II, of the Jewlish Prayer Book
used by men and women of thelr faith serving in the armed
farces. They have also formulated a Yiddish Braille Code
and have begun work on Yiddish Braille 11terature.2

E. Summary

This chapter has consisted of a brief survey of
theAwork being carried on by the churches and religious
organizations for the blind. The survey included a view
of the Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish programs.

It was discovered that embossed literature for
the blind 1s ﬁhe major emphasis or project of each organ-
ization's work. In addition to supplying the embossed Scrip-
tures to the blind, Sunday School materials, prayer books
andvcollects, hymn books, religious magazines and books, and

L ] L] . L 4 » [ ]

l. Cf. Wachtell, op. cit., pP.8;
2., ¢cr. Ibid. :
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other religlous materials are provided for thelr use. If
was noted that many of these organizations maintein eirculating
libraries for the use of the“blind.

It was found that the talking book is a popular means
of bringing enjoyment to the blind person. The American Bible
Soclety provides the entire Bible on one hundred seventy
records. It was noted that a talking book quarterly containing
gems of religious poetry and prose is published by the John
Milten Socletye. It was found that several chapters of Science
and Health with Key to the Scriptures may be heard on talking

book records. Likewlse, a number of phonograph recoerds of
readings, hymns, and solos are available from the Christian
Science Church. It was learned that several talking books are
sold or loaned by the Xavier Society. Included among these

are: [The Imltatlion of Christ, the Gospels, and some of

Fulton Sheen's sermons,

It was further discovered that other services of
these churches and organizations include radio programs,
correspondence with the blind, and visitation in the homes
and institutions. It was noted that the Catholic Church
provides a home for blind working girls. Most of the churches
studied encourage their blind members to attend the regular

church services.
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CHAPTER III
AN APPRAISAL OF THE PROGRAM
OF THE CHURCH AND RELATED ORGANIZATIONS
IN THEIR WORK WITH THE BLIND

A. Introduction

in the light of the foregoing study, chapter three
will attempt to discover wherein the church is meeting the
needs of the blind and in what areas 1t is neglecting its

work.
B. An Appraisal of the Present Work

It was discovered in chapter one that the spiritual
needs of the blind are ildenticael with those of the sighted.
It was further noted that among these spiritual needs are the
need for knowledge -~ knowledge of God and Jesus and knowledge
of the Bible and other religious literature; the need for
worship; the need for service; and the need for fellowshilp.
With these needs in mind, this study willl attempt te appraise
the effectiveness of the work of the church and related

organizetions.

1. The Need for Knowledge.

A knowledge of God and Jesus is essential to
Christisn living, If Christian education is to bring an
individual into a personal reletionship to God and to lead
him to know Jesus as his Savior and Lord, then it must first
present a knowledge of the object of falth.

=Ble
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The Bible, the most important source of knowledge
for the Christian faith, is made available in the King
James Version to the blind by the American Bible Society.

For the Catholic blind the Xavier Soclety publishes their
Doﬁay version of the New Testament. The Jewish Braille
Institute of Amerlica has the Hebrew Bible in Braille for
those whose source of knowledge 1s the 0ld Testament.

Hundreds of other religious books have been put
into some kind of embossed writing. The John Milton Soclety
bes a number of books both for adults and for children. For
the use of its blind the Protestant Episcopal Church has
published the prayer book and other books which can be used
in the Sunday service. The Board of Soclal Missions of the
United Lutheran Chureh and the Missourl Synod Lutheran Mission
for the Blind provide aids in Braille which the local parish
‘may use,such as the Catechism and the Common Service Book.
For those interested in Christian Science, &2 number of Mary
Baker Eddy's books are avsellable in Braille and NMoon edltions.
The Xavier Soclety has many of its books printed for the
Catholic blind, A Jewish prayer book can be had in Braille
from the Jewish Brallle Institute. '

Many of these ggoups also have circulating libraries
for the use of the blind. At the present time the John
Milton Society has only three books available in its library,
but it is planning to expand its work in this area. The
Lutheran Library of the lissouri Synod contains over one

thousand books. About sixty volumes are added to this
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collection each year. There are approximately seven hundred
religious and inspirational books for free circulation in
the library of the Christlan Record Benevolent Assoclation;
however, since many of these are duplicates there are only
one hundred and forty titles. The Christian Association
for the Blind also has a circulating Braille library.
Devotlonal books, blographies, books of story trects, and
books that expose varlious false teachings, are among the
more than 175 bocks that may be borrowed from the librarj
of the Full Gospel Publishing Company for the Blind. The
Xavier Soclety has thousands of hand-transcribed books. The
Jewish Braille Institute also has a nationally cireculating
library. Like all others, these may be borrowed fres of
charge by the blind person.

In addition to books which may be purchased or
obtained on loan, many of these organizations issue monthly

or quarterly megazines in Braille. The John Milton Magazine

is the monthly magazine for adults published by the John

Milton Soclety. This 1s a digest of the best materiasls in

more than fifty church periodicals. Discovery is the children's
Braille magazine, containing stories and Sunday School lesson
materials. The Church Herald, the monthly publication of the
Protestant Eplscopal Church contains the church calendar,
prayers, a book in serlal form, a question and answer depart-
ment, a news and notes department, and the Eplscopal Church
School lessons. Forward Dey by Day is the Episcopal devo-
tional booklet which 1s also sent monthly to the blind. The



Methodist Church publishes the devotional guide, the Uppexr

Room, in Braille. The Lutheran Braille Messenger, the Moon

type Herald, and the German Brallle Bote are publications of

the Missouri Synod Lutheran Mission for the Blind. The one
periodical in Braille of the Southern Baptist Convention is
the Braille Baptist. As was stated in chapter two, this

carries a concise treatment of the Sunday School lesson,
ﬁnifarm Series, a brilef treatment of the Training Union lesson,
and brief excerpts from articles from several of thelr denomi-
national papers. For adults the Christian Record Benevolent

Assoclation publishes three monthly magazines: The Christian

Record, & non~sectarian magazine, The Bible Expositor, a
journal devoted to toplcal religlous artlicles, and The

Sabbath School Monthly which contains a weekly series of

Bible lessons. The Children's Friend 1s the monthly magazine

containing moral and character bullding stories and articles.
The Gospel Messenger 1is published by the Gospel Association

for the Blind. This magazine has articles presenting God's
way of salvation and furnishing the readers with instruction
in prayer and Bible study. The Lamp is a non-sectarian un-
denominational Braille gospel magazine published by the
Christian Assoclation for the Blind., The Gospel Trumpet
Company publishes The Sunday School Monthly in New York

Point. The Catholic Review 1s the bi-monthly, literary-

religious magazine in Braille which is sent to the blind by
the Xavier Soclety. The Jewish Braille Review is a monthly
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Braille magazine for the Jewish blind. . Each issue contelns
a childrent's supplement. ' ;

- The Church School lessons are, for the most part,
published in the monthly magazines of the denominations.
The Board of Soclal Missions of the United Lutheran Church
is entering into the fleld of providing their closely graded
Lutheran Sunday Sehool lessons 1n Braille upon individuel
request,

Some trects are used to bring the message of the
chﬁrch to the blind. In the past the Protestant Episcopsal
Church issued a number of religious pamphlets. Brallle tracts
are distributed to the blind by the Gospel Associétion for
the Blind.

It would appear that the c¢hureh is very effectively
meeting the need of the blind for religious literature.
However, in the light of the number of blind persons liéing
in the United States, it can be seen that there should be much
more literature availeble fo: their use. There are probably
only about three or four thousend religlous books avallable
on loan for the 230,000 blind, and far fewer of these are for
sale. Because 8ll of the blind are not able to read Brallle,
many of these books are duplicates in other systems of
embossed writing. Although it was impossible to obtaln
complete lists of all the books and a summary of thelr con-
tents, i1t can be seen that there 1s a great deal of duplication.
It 1s to be expected that there are, and will continue to be,
duplications in the printing of the Bible in Braille and other
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embossed systems. Of necessity, with the blind as well as
the sightaed, the Cathollc will be required to read the
specified Catholic version, and the Jewish, the Hebrew Bible.
It was noted that many of the books listed were doctrinal.
This, too, would limit the area of circulation. The Lutheran
groups have their Catechisms and prayer books, and the
Episcopalians have their prayer books and collects.

In letters received from these religious organ-
izations the writers indicated that they would be interested
in reading this study in order to find out what some of the
other groups are doing for the blind.l This request shows
that there iIs no over-all clearing house for these publications
and that many of the goups are unaware of what is being pub-
lished by other workers in this field% Several groups in-
dicated that they have been limited in their publications
because of the great expense involved in printing or hand-
transcribing a Braille book. A knowledge of what other groups
are doing and more cooperation in their work would no doubt
greatly increase the variety of books for the blind. It was
encouraging to discover that meny of the Protestant denomi- |
nations are contributing to and working through the John
Milton Society and that some of the non-denominational groups
are also cooperating in their publications. The Gospel
Assocliation for the Blind has taken over the publishing of
the Sunday School lessons with comment in "Gist of the

o o o o o o

l. Cf. Degering, C.W., Letter to Writer, November 11, 1951.

2, In 1951 the John Milton Soclety for the Blind called & con-
ference of the publishers of religious Braille to discuss the
work they were each doing. Nine groups were represented. A
similer meeting is plenned for June, 1952. Chappel, Nelson:
April 4, 1952, Telephone conversatlon.



«ET =

Lesson" which was formerly published by the Full Gospel
Publishing Company for the Blind.

The talking book record is another means of bring-
ing lknowledge of Christ and His Word to the sightless. The
American Bible Soclety has the King James‘?ersion of the
Bible in record form for the blind., The Gospels and the Acts
of the Apostles are avallable from the Xavier Soclety. |

A talking book quarterly containing religilous
poetry and prose ls distributed by the John Milton Soclety.
The Christian Record Benevolent Assoclation also issues a
serles of religious talking book records. The Preface and
several chapters of Science and Health with Key to the

Sceriptures may be heard In talking book form. The Christian

Science Church also has a number of phonograph records of
readings, hymns, and solos for the use of the blind., A
great number of religlous phonograph records are readilly
available for the blind as well as the sighted. The Xavier
Society has recorded several books and some of Fulton Sheen's
sermons on talking book records.

Any number of religious programs can be heard over
the radio throughout the week. This is another means by
which the blind may grow Iin the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

From the foregoing presentation it can be seen
that although the church is fairly well meeting the blind
person's need for religlous knowledge, there 1s a great

need for expansion and cooperation in this fileld.
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As has been stated in the Introduction, thils study
was made on a national level. To determine effectively how
well the church is providing worship experiences for the
blind would require a study on the local level. However,
from this study it can be seen that among the work being
done to meet thils need 1s that of the Protestant Eplscopal
Churche. The Episcopal workers encourage their blind clients
to attend the church services of their choice. The United
Lutheran Church and the Mlasouri Synod Luthersen Mission for
the Blind urge,their pastors in communities where there 1is
a residential school for the blind to provide a spiritual
ministry to the students there. The Missouri Synod also
makes a special effort to invite the unchurched to their
services. The Methodist Church aims to keep the haﬂdicapped
aetivelin the fellowship of the church. Religlous services
are provided for the blind working girls living at the
Catholic Centre for the Blind in New York City. ©No doubt
other local churches are doing much to encourage the blind
to particlpate actively in the worship of the church, but
because of the nature of this study it was not possible to
obtain more detalled and specific material. The radlo
provides many opportunities for worship. Numerous Protestant,
Catholic, and Jewish services are broadcast weskly. The
talking book records and regular phonograph records are other

methods by which means the blind may worship. As has been
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stated previously, religious poetry and prose are recorded
in talking book form and countless religiqus records are
available for the phonographe Much religious literature is
aveilable which instructs the blind readers in the prineciples
of worship, but unless the church also provides the oppor-
tunities for worship the blind will not have the actual

experience of corporate worship.

3. The Need for Service.

Christians need an opportunity to express in action
the felth that is within them. They need to participate in
some kind or“Christian.service.

The fact that none of the materlials obtained in-
dicated that the blind were having opportunities to serve
others suggests that nothing outstanding is being done in
this area. Rather the emphasis was on doing for the blind.
No doubt those who are participating in the total program of
the chuwrch are having an opportunity to share in serving
others., However, no mention of service or service projects

was found in this study.

4. The Need for Fellowshipe.

There are some needs which can only be met by
active participation in group life. People need the oppor=
tunitles to enjoy other people and to adjust to them. More
than any other group the blind are in need of thils fellow~
shipe
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As hss been stated before, because of the nature
of this thesis it is impossible to determine how effectively
the church and related religlous organizations are meeting
this need for fellowship; However, certain trends or
tendencles can be observed from the material presented.

One phase of the work of the John Milton Soclety
is pastoral counseling. Much correspondence is carried on
by the staff of the Society with the blind. The Gospsl
Association for the Blind also carries on a great deal of
correspondence with blind people. Every Christmas and
Easter the Protestant Episcopal Church sends out cards con-
taining a spiritual message end & word of greeting to those
hendicapped by blindness.

Many of the organizations include visitation in
their work. The Christian Record Benevolent Asscéiation
has a corps of trained fleld workers who carry on some personal
visitation., The Christian Assoclation for the Blind does home
visitation work, both in individual homes and in hospitals and
institutions for the blind. They also canvass homes seeking
blind people. _

The Christian Assoclation for the Blind invites the
blind into their homes for Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners.
Many of the churches are inviting and encouraging the blind
to take part in the fellowship of the church. The Protestant
Episcopal Church encourages the blind to attend the church
services of their cholce., The Missouri Synod Lutheran
Mission invites the unchurched blind to their services and
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social gatherings. A great amount of work is done by the
Methodist Church to keep the handicapped active in the fellow-
ship of the church. Thpse living at the Catholliec Centre for
the blind have many opportunities for fellowship. This
fellowshlip, however, 1s not with the sighted, but with others
who are also blind,

As can be observed, much of the so-called fellow=-
ship that is provided for the blind is very limited. The
church 1s golng out into the homes of the blind and is corre-
sponding with individuals, but not enough emphasis 1is being
placed on bringing the blind into the fellowshlip of the
church. As was pointed out in chapter one, what the blind
want 1s a place in soclety., They want and need a place in
the seeing world. The trend 1s toward soclal integration,
not separation. Too many of the groups sre providing fellow-
shlp only with others who are blind. Blind children should
also be invited and encouraged to attend Sunday School and
~other activities which are sulted to their age group. Unless
the church brings the blind person into the fellowship of the
local church it is neglecting its duty and is falling to
meet the need of the blind person for fellowship.

C. The Church's Responsibllity in Influenecing
Attitudes Toward the Blind

The church needs to be awakened to itwm responsibility
of bringing all people into its fellowship,
Ralph Montanus, founder and president of the Gospel
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Association for the Blind, has a weekly radio program by

which means he 1s able to tell the nation that the world's
blind have heretofore been neglected as a missionary fleld.
The American Bible Society, by means of the:motion picture

- Thy Word Giveth Light, presents the work that they are dolng
pi

for the blindg. The United Lutheran Church is preparing

thelr seminary students that they may not only be aware of

the handicapped, but that they may more effectively minister

to théir needs. More than one hundred semlinarisns have besen

instructed in the use of deaf signs for their work with the
2

deaf~blind,.

The church needs to make more use of these, and
other means, of telling the publie about the blind and their
needs, The local church must teke more inlitiative and bring
the blind into its fellowship - 1ts fellowship through wor-
ship, fellowshlp through service, and fellowship through
soclial activities. The church must go out into the communitles
to meet the blind, but then it must bring the blind into
active participation in the church. As was stated by Mrs.
Henderson, an Instructor at San Francisco State College:

"The greatest help the churches as a whole could give
would be to accept those who are blind as individuals,
to work with them and later maybe hire them not to do
for. « +if we dissipate our efforts and each group try
To do for, we have defeated our purpose. As Christians
we should see beyond the physical difference and realize
that the person ls the same. He just must learn in

other ways. He must use four senses instead of five.
If there are blind youths near or in a church the

* L L ] L J L] L]

ls Cfe Ante, D33,
2., Cf. Ante, p.4l.
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greatest good would be to make them realize that they
are accepted as people first. . .the change in the
Status of the b1Tnd must be caused by the change in
individuals in society. We do not wint custodial care
or charity but acceptance as equals,

D. Summary

Chapter three attempted to discover wherein the
church in its present program is meeting the spiritual needs
of its blind members, and in what aress it 1s'neglecting its
works |

It was found that the churech is, to a limited
extént, meeting the need of the blind for knowledge of God,
Jesus, and the Bible. There 1is much embossed literature
available. However, it was discovered that there is dupli-
cation in this field. It was noted that while some work is
being done to encourage the blind to attend the church
services of their choice, there 1s a great deal more of
this type of work needed. It was observed from the materisls
received, that no mention was made of the blind being of
service to others. Likewise, it was noted that unless the
Hlind are taking an active part in the serviece of the church
they are probably not receiving an opﬁortunity to express
thelir faith in sction, This study also pointed out that
whilé ths church 1s providing some means of fellowship for
the blind, 1t must bring the blind into the active fellow-
ship of the church. It was concluded that more than enything
else the blind need to be made a part of the local church

fellowshipe.

s & o 4 ¢ @

1. Henderson, Mrs, Florence, November 4, 1951, Letter to Writer.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

A. Sunmmary

The first chapter of this study dealt with the

- blind person and his needs. A brief presentation of the
historical treatment of the blind was considered. Following
this there was a dlscussion of the spiritual needs of the
blind. Chapter two set forth the present program of the
churches and the related organizations in the field of
religious education for the blind. The religious groups
studled were: the American Bible Society, the John Milton
Society, the Protestant Episcopal Church, the United Lutheran,
Evangelical Lutheran, and Missouri Synod Lutheran Church
bodles, the Methodist Church, the Southern Baptist Convention,
the Christian Record Benevolent Assoclstion, the Christisn
Selence Church, the Gospel Association for the Blind, the
Christlan Assoclation for the Blind, the Full Gospel Pub-
lishing Company for the Blind, the Gospel Trumpet Company,

the Xavler Soclety for the Blind, the Catholle Centre for

the Blind, and the Jewlsh Braille Institute of America. In
the third chapter an attempt was made to appraise the work

of these orgenizetions in the light of the spiritual needs

of the blind.
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B. Conelusion

This study pointed out that the trend today in
the education of the blind 1s- toward social integration. It
was dlscovered that what the blind person wents is & place
in the seeing world. Because 1t was seen that the blind are
basically no different from aﬁyone else, it was concluded
that thelr spiritual needs are identical with those of the
sighted. These needs were seen to be the need for knowledge
of God and Jesus and the Bible, the need for worship, the
need for service, and the need for fellowship. ‘

It wes learned that In order to meet the blind
person's need for knowledge of God and Jesus and the Bible,
the church has printed and hand-trenscribed many religlous
books. It was noted that while few of these are for sale,
the majorlty of them can be borrowed from the cilrculating
Braille libraries. It was further noted that magazines,
correspondence courses, and tracts are other ways in which
the churches attempt to meet this need. It was discovered
that for those who are unable to read embossed literature,
there is the talking book.

This study showed that slthough there 1s a great
deal of religlous embossed literature availeble, in comparison
with the 230,000 blind persons in the United States, there is
in reality but little. It was observed that there is some
duplicaticn in these publications. It was concluded that
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many of these organizations need to be‘aware of what 1s being
published by other groups. It was encouraging to discover
that some of these groups are working together, but it was
neted that there needs to be more of this cooperetion,

It was found that while many of the churches are
encouraging the blind to attend the regular church services,
there 1s still a great need to bring them into the church
for thlis experlence of corporate wdrahip. Thils study showed
that other means which provide opportunitlies for the blind
to worship are the radio, religious literature, including
. poetry and prose, and phonograph records.

It was observed that unless the blind are taking
an active part in the service activities of their churech,
they are probably not having the opportunity to express
their falth 1n actlon,

This study showed that more than anything else the
blind need to be a part of the fellowship of the church. It
was learned that correspondence with some of the organizations
working for the blind and visitation in the homes of the blind
were means of bringing the experience of fellowship to the
blind., It was dlscovered that the Catholle Centre for the
Blind gives the blind working girls living there many oppore
tunities fer fellowshlp together. It was pointed out that
there are other Catholic Gullds for the blind in other citiles,
but because of the nature of this thesis only this one group
was presented to give ;n idea of what the Cathollc Church is
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doing. It was shown that fellowship with the sighted must
be provided for the blind. It was concluded that unless the
church brings the blind person lnto the fellowship of the
local church it is neglecting its duty end 1s failing to
meet the need of the blind person for'fellowship.

The study was concluded by showing that the church
needs to be awakened to its responsibility of bringing all
people into its fellowship. As has been stated before, this
study has dealt with the natlonal organizaticns working with
and for the blind. A study made on the local level would
give a much more accurate plcture of how the church 1s
meeting the spiritual needs of the blind, and how 1t is
using the materials provided by the national organizations.
Although it was imposslble in this present study to deal
with the local program, enough information was geined to
show that the church tbday is inadequately meeting the
spiritual needs of the blind.
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the Blind, n.d. (mimeographed)

That They May See, n.d. (leaflet)

(Titles of Books That Are Avallable from Religious Drganizations
for the Blind), n.d. (mimeographed)
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12, Lutheran Church.

Shearer, Francis A.: Secretary for Inner Missions, The Board
of Soclal Missions of the United Lutheran Church in
America, March 17, 1952. (letter to writer)

Schroeder, 0.C.: Editor and Librariasn, The Lutheran Church
= Missourl Synod, Board of Mlssions for the Blind,
March 27, 1952, (letter to writer)

Schroedsr, 0.C.: The Silver Anniversary of Our Mission to
the Blind - 1926 to 1951, American Lutheran, Vol.
34, No. 1, January,1951.

13. Methodlat Church.

Teague, Florence: Administrative Assistant, The Board of
Education of the Methodlist Church, Divislon of the
Local Church, February 19, 1952, ’(1etter to writer)

The Upper Room, Vol. 17, No. 6, Janwary, 1952,
14. Southern Baptist Convention.

Allen, Clifton J.: Editorial Secretary, Division of Editorial
Service, The Sunday School Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention, Marech 28, 1952. (letter to
writer)

15. Xavier Society.

Catalogue of Plated Books and Talking Books, September 17,
1951. (mimeographed)

Guard of Honor Manuals for the Blind. Reprinted from Messenger
of the Guard of Honor of October, 1949.

16. Secular Organizations for the Blind.

American Assoclation of Workers fér the Blind, Hotel Utah,
y Salt Lake, Utah, July 10-24, 1950. Proceedinga of
the TwentyéFourth Convention of the American
Assoclation of Workers for the Blind.



American Foundation for the Blind (Comp.): Residential
Schools for Blind Children 1n the United States,
January, 1952, (mimeographed)

American Foundation for the Blind (Comp.): Braille Classes
in Public Schools, August, 1950, (mimeographed)

Henderson, Mrs. Florence: Instruetor, San Francisco State
College, November 4, 1951. (letter to writer)

Lende, Helga (Comp.): Directory of Activities for the Blind

in the United States and Canada. American
Foundatlon for the Blind, New York, 1950.

B. Secondary Sources
1. Books.
Best, Harry:; Blindness and the Blind in the United States.

The Macmillan Company, New York, 1934,

Chevigny, Hector and Braverman, Sydell: The Adjustment of
the Blind, Yale University Press, New Haven, 1950.

French, Richard Slayton: From Homer to Helen Keller. American
Foundation for the Blind, Inc,, New York, 1932,

The International Council of Religious Education: Christian
Education Today. Chicago, 1940.

Kurtz, Russell H. (Ed.): Social Work Year Book 1945, Russell
Sage Foundatlon, New York, 1945.

Ray, Marie Beynon: How to Conquer Your Handlcaps. The Bobbs-
Merrill Company, New York, 1948,

Rippy, M. Leo: The Work of the Adult Home Department of the
Local Church. The Methodlst Publishing House, New
York, 1941.

Ross, Ishbel: Journey Into Light. Appleton-Century-Crofts,
Inc,., New York, 1951.

8tifler, Francis Carr: The Bible Speaks to You. Greystone
Press, New York, 1946.
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2. Periodlcals.

Hurlin, Ralph G.: Testimony before the Sub-committee on Aid
to the Physically Handicapped of the House Committee
on Labor, Commonly Known as the "Kelley Committee."
Outlook for the Blind and the Teacher's Forum,
Vol. 41, No. 3, March, 1947.



APPENDIX I
TITLES OF BOOKS THAT ARE AVAILABIE
FROM RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS WORKING FOR THE BLIND
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APPENDIX II
1950 CIRCULATION STATISTICS
OF RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS WORKING FOR THE BLIND
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