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CHAPTER II

THE INCEPTION, FOUNDING, AND EARLY DEVEIOFMENT
OF THE NEGRO CHURCH UP TO CIVIL WAR (1600-1863)




CHAPTER ITI
THE TINCEPTION, FOUNDING, AND EARLY DEVELOPMENT
OF THE NEGRC CHURCH UP TO CIVIL WAR (1600~1863)

Introduction

The purpose of this chapter is to present the basic
elements in the religious life of the Africen Negro which were
carried over into his American slavery experience and which
contributed to the founding and early development of a distinctive
Negro Church in New York Citye

Our objective then is to show how the infusing of the
Christian ideas inbto the religlon which the slaves possessed was a
gradual processe However, it is 1o be shown how rapidly he
developed in Christian educabion in spite of limitationss It is to
be noted how the Negro and his church became an integral part of the
church life in New York City.

A Ko Thé Inception of the Negro Church (1600=1750)
1. The Early Beginnings of Religious Iife Among Negroes
Christianity came to Africa aboubt the Lth cenbury when
Christians were forced to find new homes caused by the dissolution
of the Roman Empire. According to Dubois, Christians, both Tatin and
Greek "filtered through Africaes" This migration was followed by an

1
invasion of Germanic people in 429 A.De Africa contributed to the

1l Willizm, E. Be Dubois, "The Negro," pe 17e




universality of Christianitye Tertullian snd Cyprian, Arnobius,

. 5

T oo 2 P ; Trr sy e £ ey me? B Ty 3 s 7
Lachantins and Ste Augustins were lezding Christisn churchmen who

[#14

were natives of Africaz. Thousands of ¥38lack Christians® were

-

included in the bishoprics of the pope and pabriszreh of Alexandrize

<

However, in the

e}

th cenbury the Mohammedsns inveded FNorth Africs and
converted large masses of nabives to Islame Dubols stabes that the

African religicus elements of God, spirits, native worship, and

witcheralt found some expression in Americze The African religion
according te Dubols tended towsrd polytheisnm and monotheisme It

Was charsctized a8 a uwnliversal animiswm, chiefly spproaching

&

monotheism, bub did nob receive its motivation from elther

1
Chiristianity or ILslun.

Y

Voodism i & remnant of the African feti
Afvicsn religious worships This rite was carried over inbto Americen
slave 1ife and was termed Yobe worship® or voodishe

The African "root doctor' was a skilliul mnd crafty priest who
had vest powers in African as well s fmerican 1life, His 1ife on the

plantation was not much affected by the slave systeme Hence, he

-

2

continued to practice wibtcheraft =5 a religious phenomensze lMoreover,

'Y

bhie Negro priest was a respected guthorliy in mabbers periszining to

religion and medicines Furthermore, he was the prophebt, the pastor,
and social reformer of an oppressed people. Dubols succinctly makes
this observetion that "from such beginnings esrose and spread with

le William, E. B. Dubois, "The Negro," ppe 121=129,
Ze Ebid', Poe 168“189Q
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Hence, from 1450 to 10850, the evil traffic of slave trading was
conducted in America with a small portion of the slaves sold into

slavery in New Yorke

N
Eigied

1]

The voyage scross the ccean was 2 nighbmares The livin
the aead slept ‘ooge ther in small dﬁ.ngf-lik@ guarters chained together.
Sickness, flsease,. md filth, were the common lot of these slaves. A1l
slaves tho would bring no price on the auchion block because of dise
ability scquired en voysge were thromm bo the sharks. About hall of
them perished en route to Americaze. Iiving under these undesirsble and
inhuman circumstances prompted the slaves to find a release from t%ze;i:c
suffering by chanting their sorrow in songs which later developed in
America as bhe Negro spiritusis. The slaves acmally were foerced o
sing in order to ofi'set the tenseness and gloominess of their surroundingse

Slavery in Hew York and its effect on the Religious Iife of the Citye

fe
Bravley points oub that slavery began in lew York under Dubch rule
1
and was continued by the Englishe Slavery was introduced zboutbt the

vear 1650 by the Dutch West India Compzmy to New Netherlandse Many of the
slaves were given opportunities to develop small fazrms and the produce was
shared with the Companye There was granted some Lreedom for this special
activitye However, their children continued to be subjugated to the slave
systeme In August, 166lL, the English fleet defeated the Duteh flesb and
New Amsterdsn became New Yorke One of the first steps of the English
protectorate wes to esteblish laws affecbtbing the status of slaves. The

GCode of English Laws enacted that Yoo Christian shall be kepbt in bond

le Benjamin Brawley, YA Short History of the American Negro,” pp.7-8e




=me

slavery, villeinage or captivity except who shall be judged thereunto
by authority or such as willingly had sold or shall sell themselves."
This Code of Lews created a desire among the English and Duteh not to
Christlanize the slavess Similar sction had been teken in
Hassachusetts and with comparable resultse The newspapers of New York
: 1

in the year 1730 carried the following emnouncement.

The New York Gezette, September 21, 1730, "To be sold

at Benjamin De Harrietle's house, one negro man,

name Suplo, a coopér, gbout 22 ysars old; and one

ditto named luster, a house carpenter and ploughman,

and fit for country work, sbout 26 years olde’

The October 12, 1730 paper tarried this notices *To

be sold on reassonable terms, a likely Negréd girl,

aboubt 18 years of age - a Likely Negro boy, about

16 years of age, both born ia this citye They can

spegk good English and Duteh, and are bred up to all

sorts of houseworke And alsc a Hegro mane Inquire

at the Post Office, New Torke"

In 1740=-l1 the famous Negro plot under Governor Clarke's
administration was discoverede About 800 Negro slaves in the city
were supposed to have been congpiring bo burn the c¢ity and murder
thedir masterse The first instance of such intentions was the burning
of King's Chapel on March 18, 17hl. At first, it was considered an
zecidents Bubt zm soon a8 the rumor of '{:.he slaves plob was revealed
they were accused of burning the churche Many of themwere srrested
and placed in dungecns to awalt trizl and pundishmente It is belisved
that a conspiracy was planned bub thal the conspiracy was not necessarily
Tinked with the burning of the churche Nevertheless, many imnocent
slaves were arrested and treated cruellys, Two slaves were burned ab the
stake on May 30, 1741l. Some were lhung and their bodies rest in the
"Hegro Burying Ground” near City Hall Placee

1. Benjamin Brawley, ', Short History of The Imerican Negro," Pe Se
2+ Robert Carter, "History Of The Evangelicel Churches in New York," ppe7l=76e




The Amerdican slave codes ab first were really lsbor codes
based on an sbtempt to reestaeblish in Amerdica, the waning feudslism

5

horers wers mainly black and were held for lifes

5]

of Buropess The Lo
There was no sacred marrisge, nor family ties, nor civil rights for
families, Only salvebion could meke a2 slave a free sgent sccording to
canon lawe They could not see each other, no more than 2 or 3 could
assemble together abt the same tdme, except in the presence of some

de by

liite persons. For slight crimes they weres "hurn

ot

in the hand® which

ud
ks

was a common mode of punishmente For mgjor crimes they were Yburnt

zh the shakel.” Corbter suggests thalt there were many instances of

Although slavery was a profitable enterprise, liberal forces

P

esley, Adam Smith,

At
W

began to crusade agazinst the slave systems John

Gdmund Burke, Willism Wilberforce, Pitt & Fox 21l chanpioned the

cause of the abolition of slaverye Finally the slave trade was
sbolished in 1807 In 1833, Engla reed her slavese. In Amsrica
the Quakers wers mogb vigilant in this cause of libery for thos

held in bondagee The Quskers suffered under the domineering and
tyrranical rule of Peber Stuyvesante But the Guaker was the first

Americen to meke bo the fact tnab the Negro was & mang 2 man with

-
a soule

Hassechusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont through bthe efforts of
the ebolitionists had prohibited slaverye Abolition of slavery in

Hew York was 7, the Presuyerian Synoed of New Tork

les Robert Carter, "Hi
Ze Frank Se Mead, "Se
3e Benjasmin mrz&vlw” ope cite,

Svengelical *’"‘Mu :5 In Hew York," pe 73,
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and prudent servant of Christ in proselyting the Negroes to the
Christian religione® ;

Neau's school was temporary closed in 1712, becsuse of the
Negro riote However, when it was ascertained that those connected
with the school were not involved in the riot, the city permitied
him to reopen ite OState and ciby official wrote o the Society
about Neau's good work among the Indians and slayes and other
heathens in these partse )

Elias Heau departed this life in the year 1722, but his work
was contimied by sble men like Huddlestone, Whitmore, Colgan,
Auchmutby and Charltons The good work done in New York extended
into other parts of the colomy; such as upstate New York and New
Englande. * Hence, missionary work among Tndians and Negroes
flourished in Greater New York and New Englands This missionary
a@vance consisted mainly of religious education of converiss
2e The Birth of Separate Churches for Negroese

The Methodists were perhapg one of the lztest groups to
become establish in.North Loericas George %hitfield raised the first
voice of Methodisn after he had lefl Georgia‘and moved up the Atlaﬁ*{:ic
coast holding preaching missions wherever he could gather a hearinge
When John Wesley in 1?59, challenged liis preachers at 2 conferenée in
Ieeds to accept 2 call from brethren in New Xcrk to come over to help
them, there were converts of Whitfield who wanted %o estzblish a
Hethodist Church in New Yorks 2 Jogeph Pilmoor and Richard Boardman

le Carter G. Woodson, "History of the llegro Church," ppe 12-1l.
2e¢ TFrank S, Mead, "See These Benners Go," 1ppe 220
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accepted the call from New Yorks However, the first Mebthodists to
settle in New York were not from England bubt from Ireland. These
sett}.ers came in 1760. More Irish came to New York later, among
them, & scrappy young carpenter names Pbili;) Embury, who was an
exhorter in the churche Another was Barbara Heck, a cousin of
Philip Emburye Brother Embury preached to the poor, the brokeim
hearted, the dejected, the imstitutionalized, This was the growing
of Zﬁethociism in New Yorkes Soon the old store room whichs erved as a chapel
was too small, so they moved to a rigging loft on Williams Streets

S0 when Joseph Filmoor and Richard Boardman arrived in New York |
there was a“small cireullt of pragver meetings scattered about from New York
to Marylande There was no wortlwhile church building, no trained minister,
nor organizatione These Methodists were determined to find z place among the
more estsblished churches of New Yorke MNethodism recruited the dissatisfied
people of Calvinism and Anglicanisme Finally, the rapidv growth was so
stupendous that Barbearea Heck, cousin of Philip Embury, lsunched the first
’ouild.ing project in New York in 1768 and gave to the Methodists of New
York its first church edifices She przyed and solicited funds until she
erected the chapel on John Street, known as 0ld John Sireel Methodist
Chzpele This church is the shrine of Methodism in Americae

The Methodist Church was born a few years before the Lmerican
Revolution and subsequent Declaration of Independence in 1776. An era
heralded to be of political, religious, social and economic freedom for the

coloniese Further, there was much said about the equality of the persone

le TFrank Se Mead: ope cite pe 221e




In Robert Carter'!s book, "A Familisr Conversational History
Of The Evangelical Church In New York, " we find the amount of Negroes

who were zttached to some churche

TABLE T
NEGRO CHURCH VEMBERSHIP IN 1797

CHURCH MEMBERS

Dutch 0 ) . ® . . 0 L 9
E’resbyterian . . . . . » . o 12
Episcopalian . . » . . » . . 150

Methodist . . . . . I l}.;O

Scotch Presbylerian ¢ o o o o o 1
Germen Iutheran « o e ¢ o o o 2
Pilmore's Christ Church & & o o & 10
Independent ¢ o o o o o o o 5
Horavian ¢ o o« ¢ o o o o o 2
TOTAL 9 T 331

Total Negroes in New York in 1797 = 2,000 personss

However in 1796, the colored members of the Methodist Churches in
the City of Vew York desired to hold meebings together to exercise their
spiritual gifts and thereby become more useful to ezch other, cblalned

permission from Bishop Asbury o hold meebings during times when no
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Williem Miller, a descon in the Zion Church, t6 go along with him.
Together they furnished the leadersiip for a congregation which came
out of the Zion Churche They obbained a silte on Blizsbeth Street for
religlous %rvices and named the new c:c:zwfre ation the Asbury Churche
Porthermore, this congregabion did nob completely sever its relations
' 1
ship with the Methodist Clmrch, bub later returned to the Mobher Churche

In the vear L0256, 2 group of seven persons formed z church known

as bthe Methodist African Unione They met in a small room on Seventh

by

Avenue near 10th Streete Mre Campbell md YMre Iszac Barney, men o

nigh repute were the local prescherse They worshipped here for nine

- * = e,

years when a serious firve consumed the building where they were

houseds Consequently thelr house of worship was a temporary loft over
a steble on Sixth Avenus nesr Fourth Street, where they met for four or

=

five yearse Finally, they were =ble to erect a tgick bullding which
}wu sed a rapidly growing congregabtiones 2 The Becessgion of Hegro
&?ﬂ;ma.aﬁta :fv'c:*'fa white connectlons was dn progress in other places. In
Phniladelphiz, Richard Allen with a large number of Negroes had withe
drgrn from the 3te George Methodist L‘*msmpm Churche They orgenized
a co gr@gaﬁiﬁn Imovm @s bhe Bethel Churche  Later they developed missions

in other parts of the Atlanbtic Coasst and formed a church movement known

as the "Africsn MVelthodist Episcopsl Churche Richard Allsn, who had been

]

ordazined an :.*.'* der by Dishop Asbury, and elected Bishop of this new

organization, sought to incresse the membership of his church by making

le Cariter Gs Woodson: ope Cite, De 6%
Za Ji;nuhﬂ"ﬂ Greenlenls Ule Qi"&.; Ve 323.




inrosds Yew York Citve With the help of William Tambert =

former Zionite, secured a school house which was purchased on Vot

Jtreet and remwted it dnto a churche. f}n July 20, 1020, an officisl
1

society of Afprican Methodists was formeds =~  The Reverend Hemyy

Harden became 1ts pasbor.

Similtanecusly, African Baptists were rying to ,' hdrzwr from their
white bodles to form a church of thelr owne There were no records of
Hegro Baptists before the Bevolutionsry Ware There was no church before
he vear 1009, The Negro members of the First B

Gold Street withdrew Ifrom the church because

)

N e 5, . P o
They began bo separabe from the white church

succeeded in 1802, when 18 members organized
Anthony Street near West Droasdwaye The First Baptist Church provided

supply minisbters, the Reverend Jonsbthan Van Velson and the Reverend

.

Drake o However, their Iirst full-time pastor ceme in 182, when

the Reverend Benjamin Paul became their ministere The church survived
embarrassing situsbionse. For instence, their church was sold in
suction over thelr heads. However, the church managed to survive and

.
5
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a8 knovm as the Abyssindian Bapbist Churche
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The Episcopsal Church did not abbract MNegroes in gre

L [ o o o % Yo g o -4 Lo
that the Episcopsal Church ztirascted colored memberse Sometime bebweer

ls Jongbthan Uresenleszf: ope clte;, e 706
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1756 2Aé 1810, Hegroes held special services in Trinity Episcopsl

0

Chureh, permission being Later, because of

4.

to worship in a colored public

o]
&}

T 2 ; f3) E T 71 £ - o (o e I 4 E
an Bpliscopal Church in 1%10 28 "Ste Fhillipts Church.®
the 10th Eplscopal Parish in New Tork Citye Ste Puilipls was

in 152 e

to be ordained as a priest in the
]

o,

served as its first

chor in 10256,

Mre Szmimiel De Cornish, & colored

1821,

missionary wo
ad held worship services in a houss on Rose Street., In Jonusry

13, 18
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not sble to meet this
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freedom? Hence, the last quarter of the century was 2 period of genersl
unrest among Negroese Colored members withdrew from white churches, not
primarily because they wanted a church led by colored people, but rather
in protest against segregation and repressions They wanted freedom of
thought and actione The quest for freedom of worship led them o sei
up their own organizsztionse They accepted voluntary segregabion for the
purpose of grester freedome Their crganizationswere established within
the framework of & democratic government, whether it was episcopal or
congregational in forme There were wezknesses in these new institubions
in that adequate preparabion was n\:}t »m‘aﬁe for the education of their
ministrye Neither was there my adequate provision for religious
education of their children as well 23 adulise

In some instances, financial resourceswere gquite limited. Butb
in spite of opposition and their own inadequacies, the churches surviveds

With resson and religion, they vainly fought the ;ieubt, suspicion and

distrust of colored pecple dissemensabed Uy the slave re The Negro
church was the only organized protest of colored people against
sub&rdinary human freedom to economic advancemente
Ce The Barly Development of the Negro Church ( 1800-1.863)

le Growth in Numbers and Organizationse

In 1797, there were nine white congregstions that had from one to
150 menmberss There were bwo congregations with over 100 colored memberss
One congregation with one Negro members; two with two members; one with
fives one with nine 3 one with ten; and one with bvelvee The two

denomingbions that conbained the lergest number of Negroes were the
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were the Episcopalisn snd

In 133, 3

5 (3

although we have no exach figure 25 to membership, there is svailable

Lo e IR an? Yy SR 4 SR E
a list of Africazn churches in the city which showed four Vethodists,

*T%Gzﬂﬂw IMN NEW YORK CITY

Abyssinien Baptist Church, in Anthony Street

Asbury iwt odist in Elizabeth Street

thodist, Church Street

e 1 5 E

The Negro Methodist clurches led the weyr £

oo L2 & e S . P Yo o ot Fe o
of mission churches in various paris of the M

brick bullding in Harlem an

s esteplish on bwenty-second

le Robert S&femr‘ ope Clbe, De 77
2o  Ibide, -
3} * ”@ﬂa ’!:h.z:w;‘_:




Ziomites were bthere to organize a churche The African Methodists, the
Richard Allen group was also missionary mindede They established a
branch in Harlem in about 1853, '

The wmissionary nminded Baptists organized smother coleored Bgphist
Church in 1832, This church developed into a large communion and was
greatly blessed with respectable leadershipe

The experiment of Colored Reformed Dutch Church which was
organized in 1826 did not work out satisfactorily. For fwo years,
organized meetings were held under the leadership of Mre Mark Jordan,

a licensed colored preachere However, he was forced to resign his
license and the church became excbincte

In the year 18L0O, an additionsl Episcopal church of colored
people was organized during the missionary labors of the Reve isaieﬁ Ge
De CGrasse, a colored preschers Reve De Grasse was unable to continue
Punctioning as a pastor because of i1l healths. The congregation of
Ste Matthews ceased to meebts This church was later reorganized in 1845
with a small membershipe

In less than 50 years, Negro Eﬁethodisﬁs had grown from 100 to
2,LL5 persons with 15 Negro churchese Negro Baphists during the same

period had increased from no members in 1797 to 897 members in 1845
and two churchese FPresbyterians in 23 years had developed a membership
of 113 communicants with ore church building., ILikewise, the

Congregationalists who were late starting gained about 25 members in

1. Jonathan Greenleaf:s ope Cite, Pe 3276




one yesr of formatione The Episcopal Churches in 36 years had 320
communicants and 2 churchese. Hence, there were in New York in 18L5,

11,100 Negro church members znd 21 known Negro congregationse

TABIE I
NEGRO CHURCHES IN NEW YORK IN 1815 1

CHURCH DATE FORMED CONMMUNICANTS
METHODLST -

Zion 1801 1,196

Iittle Zion 1843 66

Twenty-Second Sireet (1843) 1k

Asbury 1813 70

Bethel Church (AME) 1820 736

Harlem Branch 18L3 13

African Union 1826 - 350

Total 15 Churches 2,45 Members

BAPTISTS:

Abyssinian 1809 L51

Zion 1832 - L6

Total 2 Churches 897 Members

PRESBYTERIANS:

Colored Presbyberians 1822 h13
BEPISCOPALIANS s

8te Philip's 1809 300

Church of The Messizh 1845 20

Ste Matthew's once formed, but became extinct in 1840,
CONGREGATIONAL:

' Colored Congregational 1845 25

GRAND TOTAL: 21 Churches =  L,100 Memberse

1, Jonathan Greenleafs ope Cites DPe 110-369,
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2e Broadening Concernse

During the first years of their separstion the African
Methodists in New York had the cooperation of the whites and the funds
necessary for the construction of their building and the maintenance of
their ministers came from that sourcee, SubseqQuently, however, the
desire for independence zmong Negroes became such an obsession that
they became self-sustaininge Further, the desire for separate worship
had crested s debermination on the part of Negroes for "thorough
separation from the white Methodists" because of variance of views
regarding church policy in respect to the race questions

- African Methodists felt they should control their own affairse

Previously, white Methodists preachers had been supply pastors of thess
congregablons with the Negro preachers acting as zssistant pastorse.
Hence, the white Methodists were notified of the intentions of the
Colored Methodists to severe completely organizational relationships
with the white churche

The Zionites were somewhabt reluctant to actually take this step
sinc;:s there had been a workable arrangement with the white Methodistse
Some members had hopes of somedgy returning to the parent body or
Joining the Allenitese

On fugust 11, 1820, =n official meeting was called to determine

1
the future state of the churche The questions proposed were!

le Carber Woodson:t ope cits, Pe 726
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was a marvelous orator and for years the pastor of a white Congregstional
Church at Courtlandvilles Thess two ministers were by far the most
famous of the clergymen-editor in New Yorke. They were in constand
contact with events and coe-workers in the clty and worked closely in
conjunction with and not separated fronm theme The most famous editor
znd newspazper of this period was Frederick Douglas who founded and
edited the "North Star" al Rochester.

The chief reason for the intelligent and gggressive action of
New York Negroes and for theilr position of leadership during the period
between the Revolubionary snd Civil Wars lay in educebions The work done
by the Society for the Propogation of the Faith in Foreign Parts founded
in London which unédertook the religious btrazining of the slgves in New
York City since 170L was now productive. The instruction was primarily
religious, bub a number of slaves gained a basic educations Similar
missionary efforts down to the Revolulion was carried one

The Quskers contribubted z grest desl to the betterment of their
slavess They set their slaves free and made provisions for the education
of Negro youthse Further, their freed slaveswers given property in the
Town of Harrison in Wesichester, Countye

Formal education among Negroes was conducted by the establishing
of free schools by the Manumission Sociebty, in 1787. In 1797-10800, the

small grants for education of Negroes were made by the citye In 1801,
’ ‘ 1

~ the State Tegislature appropriated $1,567.78e " This occurred seversl

le James Weldon Johmsont ope Clte, Pe 236
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of slavery on a national levels hence, these schisms led to a

great deal of tensions among northern and soubhern members of the

Christizn denominztionse iowever, white Christizn

»

civrches in New York were giving leadership t¢ the North in Christian

in

ne was pastor of the Bethesds Church on Grand Streel, nezr the Centre
Market, in He worked closely with white phillanbthropists
who were irberssied In the sbolition of slaverve IHe cooperated with
Plymouth Chureh in Brooklyn and tie Reverend Henry Ward Beecher in
essisting many slaves bo freedoms He was z shining light which kept

3 3

the case of the Yegro slave befcore the world and hastened the dawn
. 2
of Ireedome
Armong the several Presbyberiazn ministers of color, who received

the sympathy and cooperation of vwhite Christisns in the cause of the

abolition of slavers dand Garnett of New Yorks

Iy

ent debsber,

ed bo £ill the

writer and preacher of evangelical typee

largest halle He was trained in Oneidz Institube in New York City,
cestored the Shiloh Presbyterian Church in Mew York City, visited & !

le Carter Woodson: ope cite, Da
2e zm., % 152-153,
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CHAPTER IIX

THE TATER DEVEIQPMENT OF THE NEGRO CHURCH FRCOM THE
EMANCIPATION PROCIAMATION UNTLL WORID WAR I (1843

1911)




CHAPTER IIX

THE TATER DEVEICPMENT OF THE NEGRO CHURCH FROM THE
EMA T%T?;»Tﬁl‘}\ PROCIAVATION UNTIL WORID WAR I (1863-151kL)

Introduction

The purpose of this chepter is to show how the Hegro
churches in New York developed in conjunction with the growth of their
denomﬁatlozs. Included in this study will be the Negro ministry,
education, civil rights, integration and religione

he  The Emancipation Proclamation.

During the intervening yesrs of the Civil War, the churches in
lew York, as well as in other northern territories, were concerned mainly
with the nation's internal conflicte They were walting anxiously for the
finzl oubtcome of this conflicte

Notwithsteanding, Shiloh Presbybterian Church in New York, pastored
”by’the Reve Henry Highland Garnett, conducted a special program in the
church basement on December 13, 1861 to raise funds for the freedmen at
Fortress Monroee A&lso, 2 hugh box of clotiiing was collscted at the
program to be sent to assist the freedmens . Later, Shiloh Church was
conducting & specizl meebing in the interest of Mrse Elizsbeth Keckley,
President of the Contraband Reliefl Association which sssisted fugitives

-

coming to Washinghone

le Benjemin Quarles, "The Negro In The Civil War," pe 128

2e  Tbide, Ds 133

2l
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free, and their freedom would be maintained by the full powers of the
Executive govermment of the United States, *

Celebrations in New York were tilmarted and short-lived when it
was discovered that the enlistment of Negro troops was being delgyed by
Governor Horazbtio Seymoure Garnett called a Mass meeting on November
16, 1863, for the purpose of planning the necessary steps to get Negro
volunteers into the srmed servicese A commitiee was organized vhich
gppealed directly to bhe Sresident for assistance in this matiers
Finally, Edwin M. Sﬁ@nton, Secretary of War, granted suthorization for
the recruiting of colored troops and creditéd them to the State in which
they livede .

Other dishearbtening experiences to Negroes in New York were the
famous New York riots of July, 1863 Quarles calls them "the bloodiest
race riots in the annzls of American social pabhologye® 3 ¥re Quarles
felt that the outbursts md riots were a demonstration of the fear and
resentment engendered by.the upwerd climb of the Negroe For four days
white rioters committed acts of violence toward Negro men and women,
and even sacked and burned z home for colored orphans which hazd been |

founded by Quakerse They destroyed business establishments that hired

Hegroes, burnt churches and killed known Negro sympathizerse The Mayor,

_ George Opydyke, felt the impact of this reign of terrors His house was

stripped of gll its furniture.

1. Benjamin Quarles: ope cits, De 170
2e Ibidey, pDe 190s
BQ Ibié&., p. 235.
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developmentse. Nevertheless, the Zionites showed resl progress in the

development of their worke The following statistics were reporied to

2..4

the Genersl Conference in 186L. The Stabistical table is a5 followse

TABIE IIT

Conferences  Eldsrg-Descons=Prescherz Church Oresnizations Wembers Sundey
<

Buildings School

Hembers
Vew York 36 6 6 1 8 LGk 2,760
New England 15 1 3 13 L 1,201 8,000
Philadelphia 17 3 6 2l 9 2,688 lZ?OGQ
Alegheny 13 - 1 21 5 936 8,000
Genesee 7 - 1 16 8 78 14,000
Baltimore 7 - 1 6 3 (955 11,000
Horth Carolina 2 3 L 3 1 2,65h  1,41L

Totals 97 16 19 132 38 13,702 50,17%

%  There were 131 Church Sunday Schools in these 132 Churchese

The major item of interdenominabional interest in the General
Conference of 186l was the proposed movement for union between the AJV.E, and
the AeMeEs Zion churchese FPrior to the General Conference, the Supsrintendents

{(highest officers of the denominabion) had been strongly urged to suggesh

- -

le ~ David Herry Bradley,Srs, "A History Of The AME Zion Church,” pellibs
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regiment of volun‘aeers was organized in Jane 27, 186lLe

On Nove 18, 186l meoln wes reelscted Pr'esz.fien%, of the United
Statese In less than a year, on JApril 15, 1865, the President diede
A few months later, on December 18, 1865, the 13%th Amendment |
a’aolishe& slavery everywnere in the United Statese Three years later,
on July 27, 1368, the }Eﬁ:&z Amendment was ratified, protecting Eegroes

s

civil rightse Finally, Negro suffrage was granted on March 30, 1870
by the 15th Amendments These acts of Congress permitted Negr
denomingbions of the North to evangslize and to eciuca‘fé t}ﬁe colored
populabion of the Southe Prior to the Civil War they had been prohibited
from any such work in many of the deep Southern Statese
Nevertheless, after the withdrawal of the Zion Church, there was
no colored Methodist Chureh in Hew York unﬁil the founding of Ste Markls
in 1871, 2 The colorved Methodists had belonged to the white churches,
and since the practiﬁ@ of designation of race in reporting members had
been abol Lished in 1813, no exacting record of the colored members was
available{ A previous effort had been made by the New York Cibty Mission
and. Church '”""*ensmn Society to establish a colored congregebion in the
citye Hwever, this experiment did not prove successiul and any
further project was sbendonede
In 1871, the New York Annual Conference of the A.MeZe Zion Church
was held in the city at the lother Churche During the confersnce a

le TWe Ee Be Dubois, "Black Reconstruction,” pe 97e A
2e George W. Hodges, ¥Touchstones of lethodism,® pe 15
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heated controversy developed between presiding Bishop James We Hood
and Reve William Butler, pastor of the Mother Churche This resulted in
the resignaztion of Revs Butler from the Zion comections * He

laber spplied to the Hebhodist Episcgpal Charch for the purpose of
Grgamizing a Hegro Methodist Episcopal Mission in Mew York C;it;r. Reve
Butler was employed by the City Mission and given a three year

contract calling for the development of a churche He organized a
Hssion soon thereszfter in Washington Hall, Broadwzy between 37th and
30th Streets .

By January, 1073, friends of Ste Mark's had raised 516,000 to
be used for securing 2 permanent clurche Subsequently, Ste Harkls
ovpupled its new home on West 35th Street during the next 16 vesrse
She moved several times to adequately accomodate the growing
membership from West 35th Street to a church in Li8th Street in 1889,
and laber to 53rd Strects Ste Mark!s later became the citadel of the
colored Methodist }%‘;p’scapa; Chareh in New York City;

After the Civil War, the masses of Hegroes were attracted, not
to the Methodist Church, but to the Baptiste The freedom element
contribulted iﬁmeasureably to this rapid growth of the Bapbtist Churches.
Toodson said that every man (in a Bapbtist Church) was to be equal tc;

eve other man and no power without had the authority to interferece
ry I x

Consequently, the great masses of freed Negroes were attracted to the

oy

aptist churchese These newly organized churches were to be found

mostly in the reconstructed statese

1, George We Hodges: ops Cite, De 1be
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for the Episcopal priesthoods The wardens of Ste Prhilip's Episcopal
Church invited Reve Alexander Crummell to uacep’r the rectorsidp of
that church severzl years later on Cctober 17, 1862, He gave his
finagl enewer on April 10, 1863, * He hed been a missionary to
Tiberia in the “2.1%:@ rvening yeears and chose to remzin in Africae
Mearvhile, Ste Philipls engaged the Reverend Szmuel Do Denison
and the Reverend H. 5y PBilchardson, to serve the church on a temporary
basise The draft riobts of July, 3863 suspended services &bt S5t
Philipls for o time due o necessity bo protect parishioners and the
poor physical condition of the clurch ceused by the riote The Federal

govermment paid $233432 as rental for oceupancy of the church with

Federsl troopse The city granted $1,000,00 for the repair of the

In October 1, 186L, the terms of Reve Denlson's agreement had

D 0

expired and a contract was renewed for four yearse In 1068, the
Reverend Bs Fo DeCosba took cherge of the services of the churche Ste
Pmmm‘;’s ab hh‘:; time became interested in the work of a mission in "
Clinton Archy and 1t beczme an adopted mission of the churche Several
vegrs later St Fnilip's moved its perish to Mulberry Street, end held
& formal service on May 30, 1866, Later, the Centre Street Church was
- 3

%{m‘fewer, in WSuB, e conference was held in New York City of the
colored clergy of the Frotestant Episcopsl Church to consider the state
la Be Fo'DeCosta, "Three Score and Ten,® pe 38

2¢ Ibide) De L@.
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. 1
of the church smong thé colored people of the countrvs The

chairman of the Provisionsl Commithlee who celled the confersnce was

the Reverend John Peterson of Ste. Philipfs Church, New York Citye

S

%

wng the priests %tt&ﬁﬁiﬁ; was the Reverend Alexander Crummell,

‘Rﬁﬁtaﬁ, Ste Tukels Church, '? sshington, De Co znd the Reverend Pe A,

Hﬁr“%n of Ste Augustine, Brooklyre The Provisional Commitiee

clergymen of the United States had besn invited, four responded

"
. N oo - & .

negabively snd only three fziled bo responde There was also =

delegetion of lay representativess The report of a specizl commitiee

to draft z stebement which wonld be prese @dtﬁt%?ﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁﬁ&Wm

gdonbedes It dncluded b

{1} The whole gsyestern of the church be Taught to the
recently emancipated slavess This would include
%xﬁra@rdxnarv elfort to erect churches throughout
t}"‘@“ e

inel
i :
ne ““ﬁhﬁm&w of uﬁw3m@§&l.w%"k in the large urban
nbers should be first and also parish schools o be

P
LAV]
i3
o
§

cer
included in thls progrom.
(i} Gratituds of the wﬁ€at interest of the conference of
Southern Dicceses held in Sewanee in July, in the work
smong bhe colored peoploe ‘
{8} & large a@pr@aﬁiatiﬁn of funds {ﬁdﬁ,Pﬂjé to be spent
' to develop work among bhe colored peopls, and ﬁl g0
parochial schools,
(6) The establishing of industrial schools for colored
girls in rural zrease

Simulbarecusly 2 woman's auxiliary to the Convocabion was also held in

the city, under the supervision of the Frovisional Commitiose Two

le ﬁ?“@%@@&@ﬁdm 0f The Firet Convocabion Of Colored Clergy Of The
Lﬁlbﬁ@ﬁmw Churchy, ¥ po Ze

Ze Ibides DPPe 3-lie

e Ihide, Ds (e
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of the denomination to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ wherever it had
an opportunitys. The founding of this agency was in 18L6. In 1861, the
American Missionary Associgtion féﬁnaed the first dagy school for freedmen
in the Southe t After the Emancipation Proclamation, the Missionary
hssociabion rapidly extended ibs work to include Negro fugitives who had
reached the Union lines.

In 1865, the National Council of Congrezational Churches met in
Bostone The Council recommended to the churches to raise $250,C00 for
the work smong freedmene. Monies received for this work ran from
$L7,828 in 1861 to $253,045 in 1866, and $L420,769 in 1870, 2

One of the corresponding secretaries of the American Missionary

3

Association wrotes #The Congregational churches aided by the Americsan
Missionary Associablion, are both few and smell in comparison with the
gregh number of MNegro churches, bub I zm hzppy to sazy that they zre
experiencing rapid growbth and developmente”

The Romen Cztholic Mission among the colored people in New York

has developed very slowlye The Catholic Church in America took no

officisl position in the slave conbroversye. Hence, it is quibe possible

that Negroes were not attracted to the church for this ressone A report

‘of the mission work done =mong Cathelic Negroes issued Janusry, 1915 shows

that there were two colored churches in Wew York City and ¢ home for

children in Rye, New Yorke b was estimoted that there were

le We Es Be Dubois: ope Citey pPe 147

2 Ibida,

3 . Ibi{i', Pe 1):7.8 .

e Cs Go Herbermsnn, "Historicsl Records & Studies,™ De 118,
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95,000 Negroes in the five boroughs of New York Citye Of this mumber
there were only 3,000 Cgtholics. The hesdquariters of the Catholic
Board for Mission Work smong the colored people wes located in New York
Citye The Right Reverend Msgre. John E. Burke wes the Director-Generale
Morecver, one of the Ustholic priests who was quite friendly
toward Negroes was Father Thomas Farrell, rector of Stes Josephls Church,
New York Citve At his death in 1880, he left by will $5,000 in bonds

7

to found & church for the colored Cabthiolics of Hew Torke s old
Universalist Church was found on Bleecker Street and was converted into
the first chureh for Colored Catholicse The church wgs dedicabed unav*
The patronzge of 3te Benedict the MNoor, Negro Catholic Patron Saint, on
Vovember 18, 1883. The Reverend John Burke was made the first pastor
of the new congregabione. He continued as pastor of Ste Penedict untll
1907 when, he became Direc stbor-General of the colored work in the United
Statese
In 1912 ancther colored Catholic work began in Harlem ab Ste. Markis
The Evengelist Church on West 138th 3treet. This church beceme the head-
~
guarters for work among the colored population in that sechbion of Harleme
hecording to Dubois, in 1890, the YWegro Protestant organizations

in Wew York Stabe mumbered 1103 clurch edifices , 9h3 halls and storefronts,

b

17: church property valued $1,023,7503 and tobal membership 17,216,
le Ce Ge Herbermann: ops cites pe 118

e .Zbid., e 1204

3¢ Tbide, ppe 122-123,
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Ce The Tegro Ministrye
Czrter Woodson, Negro historiazn points out that after the Civil

War, the Wegro minister who could not read nor write became an

-

NI
excepbion o the rule, because he ceased to gel a hearinge In fact,
a8 a result of the post civil war efforts in education, the btone of

worship in the Negro Church had very much changed as early s 1875 and

decidely so by 1885 2

The founding of theological schools contributed to the better
preparedness of a larger number of Megro clergymens IDubois presents a

list of theological schools designed especizlly for Negroes after the
3

Civil Were

In the United States, the following theologicsal schools were
founded especially for Negroes:

Atlante Baptist College, Atlanta, Gae = Beptist - 1867,
Union University, Richmond, Vae - Baphtist = 1867.

Biddle University, Charlotte, H.Ce =~ Presbyterian - 1867
Howard University, Washington, DeCe = non=secbarian = 1870
Tincoln University, Pernae = Presbyterian -« 1871,
Talladegs, Talladega, Alas = Congregational - 1872.
54illmen, Tuscalocsa, Alze =~ Presbyterisn - 18766

Gammon, Atlanta, Gae = Methodist Episcopal = 1083,

Braden, Z‘IuS{l\Tllle, Tenne =~ Methodist Episcopal = 1889,
King Hall, Washington, De Cs = Protestent Episcopal - 1890,
Wilberforce, Wilberforce, Ohilc = African Methodist Episcopal=1891.
Straight University, New Orleans, Lazs =~ Congregational =

The following tsble shows the scope of educsztional facilities an
training progran offered by some selected schools for Negro ministerse

le Carter Woodson: ope Citey De 196
2.  Ibide, ‘

3. e He Be DubOlS ¢ ODe Cite s De 3—§&Q
;..ﬁ.. Ibide. 2 Do 151,



Seleoted Schools Howerd-lincoln=Flsk-Union-Tilberiorce~Gomon=Biddle-0tidnan=King Hall
- . £ .
Length Of Course Ak 3 3 3 3 3 3 L 3

Tength Of Session 3k 28 37 36 36 30 5 35 35
Teachers # L -3 2 5 2 g £2 2 2
tudents ] 61 2 6l L b2 17 1B 16
tudents With 4B & BS Degrees 1 38 O - - 6 13 0 0
Total Number Of Graduates 199 330 9 150 Lo 177 10z 60 17
Prospective Graduates of 1903 7 16 o - - 1z 2 L w

%

: g;
Valus O Ground and

%mv‘

momwuma $12,000 $100,000 ¢

Endowment Fun 3 7L, 000 - 562,056 0 -
Totel Income L2061 - - 6,000 3,731,089 20,000 = 2,500 -

Volumes In Library 100 -~ ucom 7,000 2,800 12,500 12,805 3,000 3,000

# 3 other nssist partially

- G others tesch partially

£ 2 others sssist partielly



There zre 33 teachers in the program and 368 theological students:
of these amﬁeﬁts 40 are college gradugtess The tobal number of college
zraduates is 1,196 and 63 more gredusted in 1903, The reported value of
ground end buildings was $797,500 end the endowment, amounted to $96L,229
of which $562,096 belonged to one institutione The income reported
partially amounted to $39,387.89« The libraries held 119,000 bookse '

Yany of the pulpits in New York were occupied by men trained in these

denominational schoolse The following course offered at one school is

yoical of the courses offered in a1l the schoolse 2
RS TTY
Bachelor Of Uivinity Course
First Year
First Tern Second Term
Biblical introduction Biblical Introduction
Hebrew Language Hebrew Language
Greek Interpretation Greek Inberpretation
Saered Rhetoric and Elceution Sacred Rhetoric md Elocution
Yoeczl lusic Vocal Music
Second Year
Pirst Term Second Term
Church History Church History
Hebrew Interpretation Hebrew Interpretation
Greek Interpretbstion - Greek Interpretation
Sacred Bhetoric and flocution Szcred Rhetoric and Elocution
Toeal Music Tocal Music
Third Year
First Tern . Second Ternm
- . » B i B i T S
Biblical introduction Pestoral Dutlies
Homlletus and Church Folity Theoleogzy and Ethics
Christian Theology Electives
Sacred Rhebtoric snd Eloculinn Sacered Rheboric end Blocution



Negro ministers
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Comments from the authoritiss of some of these

x

concerning

students sre not very conclugive but are rabher interes

The guestion ralsed by

colored stodents compared with others in abilidy

le W. E. B Dubois: ope cite, De 195
2. Ibide,  ppe 197-197.

theclogicsa

comparison with white theologlesl

ave your

SpONsSes were

1 meminarie



e

e

¥

D

ave
1o

am h
emed

By

k)
e

i
e
3

o

me o

J_

.
i

e

iy

i1}

¥

77

Princeds

La

5y
foR)!
G

e

=

b

“t, 1T

N

i

!

ende

-

acled

att
e

0
-

jEAGS Y

Tiee

s

-
(o]

28T

2

8
(L

+

B
wdn




Yale Divinity School
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md white denominationse

were gradustes of btheologicel sci
some of the students of the northern seminaries did not complete their
studies, the majority were graduates and lef’t favorszble impressionses
Most of the ministers in New York were forced by necessity to
put in long hours of work, ‘,,na rec gived meagre compensabtion Tor their
professional services E{m?ever, the position of the Nsgro minister in
the community s the titular head, brought with it respect and responsibilitve
There were 12 theological schools founded for colored students
preparing for the ministrys Three of the twelve were established by
independent Negro denominationse. IBEight were founded by predominantly white
denominationse Three of these, were founded by Presbhylerisnss: two by

Congx gatiemalists; twe by Mebhodist Eplscopalians; one by Protestant

Episcopalionss 5 and one govermment sponsored in cooperztion with severzl

In Greater New Tork there were eleven theological schools which had
Wegro students enrollede ALL of them had at least one Negro gradu stee There
were five schools which had 6 or more gradustess

The comments of spokesmen for these seminaries indicated that white

T

Tegro churches were progressing in thelr quest for = trained ministrye

g
59
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1 Rise and Growth of Institublon of Learning.
The necesaity for the esteblisiment of educational institubtions
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leaders of the MNew York L.V.E. Zion ministers conferencee They helped
established Livingston College in 10881 wi é; 1 & few dozen students and

000 svalleble for carrving on the instibtutions The

mindisters Conference solicited funds from its members and appealed o

northern and soubhern whites for sdditional funds. The conference

e

- E 3
7

founded C‘mie'-" educeblonal institultions which clum@d Atlcinson College,
Hedisonville, Kyey - (meb University, Tuscaloosa, £lzbsmas Lanc as“rar

High School, Ien ;a@"«t%zf, South Carclins; end Greenville High School,
Greenvills, Tenn. These Institublons were later conducted by local
boards of educations

The emphasis then of the northern churches upon instructlon \:‘&1}2%1"

than proselyting M-ﬁe“ the Civil »‘““r", wes an imporbant developmentds
bocording to Woodson, bthe northern denominsiions wisely coopsrated with

one mobher regordless of ssctarisn lines to do whebever was needful

;,m T
ﬂ,x_
o

whether or not the lorgest contribubor to the success of the enterpris

D

received credit for ile Negro graduates from these schools were
influenced by the denomination which provided their educebion,; bub quite
frequently (e.ge Presbyteriens) the denomination lost most of the

graduates to other popular groupse Iincoln and Biddle Universities have

gradusted a large number of men who have vecome Hethodists and Daphistse

The Ja"t sts alsc established thelr own schoolse Sheaw Undversity

)

Columbia, SeCe in 1871s The Free Will Beptists founded Storer College

le AVE Zion Quarterly Review, October, 1895, ve 3a
2, Corter Woodson: ope ¢iles pe 182,
Thid.,
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its educsabionsl program in the scuth with the esbablishing of Allen
University a2t Columbiz in 1851; Yorris Brown at Atlanta in 18053 and
later other schools in Texas, Mississippl and Alabanmae

The Netional Freedmen's Relief Association of New York, . a
cooperating sgency provided 1 teachers md funds gmounting to $L00,000
and $250,000 in supplies. In 106lL, there was esteblished in Mew York
#The African Civilizetion Society,” who worked through the churches and
schaﬁls and extended its work into the soubthe The Soclety is reporited to

have employed in 1868 some 168 teachers, instructing 8,000 students b

V]

an expense of $53,700
The Americsn Freedmen's AL1d Commission, 2 general agency in lew

York which provided the funds for some of these educational projects

A

listed some distinguished Americaons a5 officers and staf?f members e
This 1ist included William Iloyd Gerrison, famous abolitionist, vice=-
president, Frederick L. Olmstead, noted traveler, secretary; Jolm Ge
Whittier, anti-slavery poet; Francis Ge. Shaw, sbolitionist; and Henry
Ward Beecher: also Willism Cullen Bryanb, Phillips Brooks, znd Edward
Le Pierces Chief Justice Chase became president of the first Union of
the several relief societles and exerted much influence in the
promotion of Christian educations

Ze New Emphasis 3By Religious Isaders to Secure Civil and Social
Rights for Hegroscse

The fourth grest YNew York riots irwolving the Negro cccurrved on
le Corter Woodsont ope Cites De 1G6e

Ze Ibide, De 190
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
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i

The history of th o Choreh in New York has been one

i

of %pmaﬁiﬁm, growth and developmente Although there has Teen
multiple hendicaps and limitations, yet, the Negro clurch survived and
developed inte zn institubtion bhat i ;vme the center of commmniby 1life.
the second chapler, ’m{: re is presented a study of the
inception, founding and early development of the church up to the Civil

War (1600-1363)e The purpose of the study was to discover exactly the

z1igious 1ife of the Afric

experience in America and later in the development of o

rier
distinctive Wegro churche By undersbanding the senbiment of the times

3 Yoy ey

he writer wished to see whether

gnd the African religious heritasge,
the concspt of Iresdow Irom oporession which was the sceepbed thinking

colonish

PR B o o 19 e Sy P
and develop & disbinctive Ire

- - oy g B LEE N [ T O T A R S, ¥l
In order that the writer counld get a full ploture of

daadtonary aducatlion zs sohed bhe =T o amd e morsl conscience
MLESLONErY QUi aolon b LECTEG TOE Bilave ant e moral gonsciend

[ N o e L3 PR T
of white Christinnge. The shudy
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