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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE LIFE, BELIEFS AND MINISTRY
OF LESLIE WEATHERHEAD AND OF ORAL ROBERTS
AS RELATED TO DIVINE HEALING

TNTRODUCTION
A. The Subject

1. The Subject Stated a.nd Explained

This thésis proposes to deal with & comparative study of
divine healing in the 1ife, beliefs and ministry of Leslie Weatherhead
and of Oral Roberts. it will seek to present a survey of the life,
beliefs and m:.nistry of divine healing first of Weatherhead and then of
Roberts. It will then conpare the two men in the three areas mentioned.
A summary and conclusién will be made to complete the study,

The life of each man will be briefly surveyed with particular
emphasis given to the way each felt guided to accept the ministry of
divine healing, Beliefs concerning divine healing will be studied from
the point of view of each of these men. Then the minigtry of divine
healing that is based on their beliefs will be observed. A comparison
will follow which w:r.ll attempt to point up: important similarities and
differences in order that significant conclusions may be reached..

Leslie Weatherhead is an outstanding leader in the Methedisgh
Church in England, the minister of the well-known City Temple in London,.
His divine healing ministry is aided by both his congregation and a
special program which he calls the Chmrch Psychological Clinic..

;iv;
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Oral Roberts is a well-kmown American radio and television
evangelist who lays great stress on hig ministry of divine healing. He:
hag traveled extensively in the United States and has worked in several
foreign countries, drawing large crowds as he presents ﬁis evangelistic
and healing program.. He was formerly g minister in the Pentecostal.

Holiness Church.

.. The: Subject Justified.

The subject of divine healing has become increasingly important
to the Christian church in recenﬁyyears.» Many sects claiming divine
healing power are drawihg more and more follbwers;s A number of
individuals claiming divine healing abiiity are gaining wide popularity.
Within denominations, also, there has been a growing ministry in the
aves of divine healing. Thus, it was felt that a thesis written
in the field of divine healing would make‘a signifiqant contribution
to an important area of intefést of thé Christian church today..

oo o s e o

1. "gSherzer estimates that ten million Americans belong to or are
influenced strongly by a large number of small sects and individual
religious leaders who are not identified with any group or organize-
tions. The influence of sects and independent preachers and religious
healers is an American religious phenomenon that needs to be con-
sidered.”™ Margeret Ronaldson, The Place of Healing in the Life of
the Church in Light of the Ministry of Jésus, A Thesis for The
Biblieal Seminary in New York, 1953, p. V.

Zo. Wo. Parl Monteath, The Case for Spiritual Healing, Presbyterian Life,
Vol. &, No. 24, Dayton, Chio, Presbyterian Life, Ince, December 1955,
Gertrude D..lMcKelvey, Does God Heal Sickness Today?, Christian Herald,.
Vol. 17, Ho. 6, Hew York, W.Y., Christian Herald Association, June
Philip Marquart, M.D., Miracles, Chrigtian Life, Vol. 16, No. 8,
Chicago, Illinois, Sunday Magazine, Inc., December 1954, p.. 20,




It is without question that there is little doubt im the minds
of Chiristisns that God can heal., But in the light of the variety of
avenues by which divine healing appears to be taking place today,. there:
is understandable concern és:tn~hemg when: and why healing occurs,. An
aim, therefore; of this thesis will be to help answer some of the
questions and/or indicate where valid answers may be found..

Weatherhead and‘ﬁcberts;have been chogen ag subjects of study
because they represent oppesit@:approaches>to divine healing. It was
felt. that both are: characteristic of types of healing beliefs and
ninistries within the: Protestant church and are well-known for their

1
own particular type of worke. Weatherhead works within the doctrines
and treditions of a large denomination; Roberts ministers on am indivi-
dnal‘basis,‘thraugh a corporation he las formed. By cnmparingjepposite
approaches to divine healing, it is hoped that significant conclusions
will be reached‘and”wiil profit the readér in helping tio relate divine
healing to hzs own beliefs and ministry..

Bénausa both Weatherhead and Roberts are prolific writers, iﬁ
was also felt that there would be greater opportunity for an unbiased,
indiictive study of thedir work..

; > e o o Qf

1. Wemtherhead was given the leadership of & geminar on spiritusl hesling
which met at Wainwright. House, Rye, NeY. in 1954, This wam a meeting
of leaders in the medical profession as well as ministers and laymen
wtio were: doing work in the field of spiritual healing. Spiritual
Hesling Seminar, Rye, N.Y., Wainwright: House Publications, 1954
Tt was said of Roberts by Cosmopolitan magazine, "Now, to the names
Billy Sunday, Aimee: Semple McFPherson, and Billy 6raliam can be added.
Oral Roberts...! Eve Arnold, The Laying On of Hands, Cosmopolitan,

Vol. 140, No.. 2, New York, The Hearst Corporation, February, 1956,
pe 784



3. The Subjeet‘nelimited

The study of divine healing in thig thesis will be limited to
the life, beliefs and ministry of Weatherhead and of Roberts, and only
in so far as each area is related to divine healing. This study is in—
tended to be inductive, with the use of the writings of the two men as
the major portioﬁ of resoturce material,.

In view of %he veriety of meanings given to the tern divine
healing and because of the various synonyms used to describe this idea,
a definition will be essential. In this thesis, the term divine healing
is intended to refer primarily to healing by the direct action of God,

without ?hysical and psyChological assigtance from human sources, and

" brought about principally by prayer and faith.

B;wPlan ofiProcedureg

. The first chapter‘will describe those events in the life of
Weatherhead which are related to divine hesling, A study will be made.
of his beliefs which are relative to divine healing. Weatherhead's
ministryfof divine heéling will then be observed.. The second chapter
will follow a similar pattern in the study of Roberts. A comparative
sﬁudy of the two men in the three arsas under consideration will then
follow in Chapter III.. In closing, a summary will be made and con—

clusions noted..

G.. The Sources of Data

Primary sources of data will be the writings of Weatherhead
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and of Roberts.. Both have written numerous books, pamphlets and
articles concerned with divine healing.. Particular attention will be

given to Weatherhead's bock, Psychology, Religion and Healing, one of the

standard works in this area today.. Roberts! principsl writings on

divine healing, Oral Roberts' Life Story, If You Need Healing Do These:

Things and Deliverance From Fear and Sicknegs, will be chief sources of

data.. Secondary sources will include books and articles which are

pertinent to this study of divine healing,.



CHAPTER T
A STUDY OF THE LIFE, BELIEFS AND MINISTRY
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CHAPTER I
A STUDY OF TUE LIFE, BELIEFS AND MINISTRY
OF LESLIE WEATIERIEAD
AS RELATED TO DIVIE IEALTIG

A, Introduction

Thig chapter will be devoted to a gtudy of divine healing in
the 1life, beliefs and ministry of Leslie Weatherhead, Atfention will;‘
be given briefly to his life in order to determine hOW‘it hag influenced
his beliefs and minstry of divine healing., Weatherhead's writings will
be examined in order to gain ingight into his beliefg concerning divine
healing and tb determine how these work out in his ministry,

The purpose of this chapter is to gbudy a representative
Christian leader who 1s carrying on a significant divine healing
ministry within a traditional Protestant church background, Weatherhead
has been chosen because he is well-known as a Methodist pastor and

writer, and ls a recognhized minister in the field of divine healing,

B, Life of Wéatherhead

Ks Related to Divine Healing

Weatherhead wes born in London, England in 1893, Fe was
educated at London University, Richmond Theological College and
Manchester University. During World War I he served as a lieubenant

and later as a chaplain for the British Army, mainly in the IMiddle

-]




Eastern area, +
It was while serving as chaplain in India that Weatherhead

first became interested in the ministry of healing. A young doctor,
with whom he worked in Baghdad, impressed him with his effective use of
psychological healing methods. One day, while conversing with Weather—
head, this doctor exclaimed, "You padres ought to be doing most of '
this." 2 Weatherhead related his reactiont

I felt he was right. I remembered that Jesus said "Heal the

sick", and I always had an uneasy feeling that to relegate

all healing to the material methods of the doctors, splendid

though that work is, did not reelly answer the challenge of

our Lord's words. Nor could I believe that His challenge

was met by the psychologists, especially those who had no

place for religion in their thought or practice, I there—

fore determined to learn all I could about non-physicel ways

of healing. 3

Following his discharge from the army, Weatherhead joined =«

small unit of doctors and minigters who had a psychological study group.
After five years of sfudy vith this group in India and England, ke re—
turned to the ministry in 1922, He then worked for eleven years at
Hrunswick Methodist Church in leeds where he had Sunday evening services
of intercession for thoge both physically and mentally sicke Following
this ministry at Leeds, Weatherhead came to the lMethodist City Temple
in London where he has ministered for the past twenty yeers, and has

continued the practice of intercession for the sick at his Sunday

evening services. Also, a Church Pgychological Clinic for the treatment

® & & o & @

1. Lefferts A. Loetscher, Twentieth Century Encyclopedia of Religious

Knowledge, Grand Rapids, Michigan, Baker Book House, 1955, pp.l1164-1165,

2. Lesglie D, Weatherhead, Psychology, Religion and Healing, New York,
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1951, D. e
3. Ibid.



of psychogenic diseases has been formed. Weatherhead works with

psychiatrists in an effort to bring healing to the mentally ill,

C§~Beliéfs of Weatherhead

as Related to Divine Healing

1. Christ's Hballng Hinlstry

Weatherhead believes that an wnderstanding of Christ's heal-
ing miracles is basic to a.ministry of healxng. The entire first cbap-
ter of his book, _~ychology, Eeligion and Healing, is devoted to &

discussion of Christ's heallng miracles.

Before he discusses the miracles themselves, he lists four
basic assump&1ons on which he w111 proceed. 1. He accepts the first
three gospels as rellable records of the real acts of an historical
Persons 2. He believes that the,healing miracles are not merely

records of cures of a purely psychogenic nature., 3. He assumes the

divinity of Christe 4. He recognizes that the early Christians looked

upon Christ¥s heaeling miracles as part of His credentials of His
divinity, 1 | |

Weatherhead gives three classifications of healing miracles.
Classification I is "Cures which Involve the Mechanism of Suggestion,
The second classification is "Cures which Involve & nore Complicated
Technique." In other words, suggestion plus some other gsychological
procedure is used, Classification III is "Cures which Involve the

¢ 8 0 5 8 &

1. Ibid., ppe 29-30..




Influence of a Psychie 'Atmosphere! or the"Fﬁiﬁhf of Peoplé other
‘than vi‘.h’e:}E?a‘l;:ien'{;i.";L

In the three classifications, all miracles are. included
except the healing of the ear of Malchus and the gtories of those who
were raised from the dead., Weatherhead questions the historicity of
the: story of Malchus and avoids the necessity of comment on the accounts

of the raising of the dead by stating: "(they) are outside the scope of
5 .
this study.”

After discussing the miracles, Weatherhead summarizes hig
concept of Christ's healing minigtrys

My owm conelusion, from a gtudy of our Lord's miracles in
the 1light of modern psychology, is that while the mental
mechanisms which He used can sometimes be identified through
our modern psychological knowledge, the miracles certainly
cannot be regarded merely as psychotherapeutic treatments.
We: can learn much that is valusble for psychological teche
niqueg by watching Christ at work, but we ghall not. be
able to do the things He did by becoming cleverer psycho--
logistss. It seems to me clear thal something else 1s
demanded: that we must live our lives on a higher plane
and love men with a disciplined devetion akin 1o His own.”

It 1s noteworthy that, although Weatherhead stresses the psychological
aspect of Christ's ability to heal, he believes that there was alsgo an
important supernatural element. This he explains further:

Because: of what He was, and because of Hls relation to,
and trust in, God, Christ was able to introduce: into the
lives of men living on the human plane, energies which
belong to the divine or supernatural plane, The effect
vas what we call a miracle. It was as startling to nem
as the effect of man's intervention would be to thought-
ful and reasoning dogs ~ if we cen imagine - whose
wounds and injuries were suddenly healed by calling in

* & & & 8 &

l.gﬁ Ibié‘-, PDe 41"'4;'70
Z. Tbide, pe 43e
BQV Ibida ] po- 68.




resources such ag penicillin, familiar and lawabid i.ng to:
man, but outside the range of canine understanding.

According to Weatherhead, then, Christ‘s ministry of divine healing wﬁs:
supernatural because He was able o use powers that are beyond man's
ability to comprehend or control tut. are not necessarily contrary to

God's mniversal lsws..

2, God's Will Regerding Tllness
’ Woatherhead does xio:b believe that it Is God's will that man
be ill, "I believe that the ideal will of God is perfect health for

; 2z
every creature,® "God created the body to be the perfect instrument.
: 3
of the spirit., God's primary will is perfect health." He quotes

portions of Seripture to prove his belief.

Ag 8t, Paul said, we afie to glorify God in our bodies, and
present thenm as llving sacrifices, holy (= whole, healthy)
acceptable to God. I Corinthians 6:20; Romans 12:1;

Philippiens 1:20..
Jesus regarded suffering as the work of evil forces in the

unlverse, and set all His powers toward their defeat. (He
gives Iuke 13:16 as proof: "And ought not this woman, being
a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these
eigh'baen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath
day )%

However, Weatherhead believes that God's primary will does

not hold in every sitvation.. "...no one could pretend that suffering
= 5

is to be avoided at all costs and under all conditions.® He reasons

that God x»rllléﬁ“‘hhe pcxséi’bil’i‘by of sin and diseaser in preference to

" & & & .

1, Tbid., DPe- 486—487.

2. Leslie D. Weatherhead, Psychology in Service of the Soul, New York,
The Macmillan Company, 1930, p. e

3, Weatherhead, Psychology, Rellgs.on and Healing, p. 459

o, Tbide, De 460 «

5. Tbid. -9 Do 2Uilee
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1
% race of mechanical toys." God can and does use sickness in order

to make His people strong in character..

Indeed, part of the Christian message 1s that all suffering,
joyously accepted and patiently borne, can be woven into God's
purposes and becom%,as effective for man's final blessedness.
as perfect health.~ ,

He gives additional explanation regarding his reasons for believing that
health is God's primary will although some Christians are never healed..

TlIness most frequently comes to us not as personal penalty
but from the ignorance, folly or sin of the great human
family to which we belong. We get the family assets, and
must often bear its liabilities. But God ever seeks %o
replace: ignorance with knowledge...and sin with holiness,
and we must co—operate with Hin by striving for these sube-
gtitubions and do all we know to keep the body as fit as

we can. Said a great Christian teacher to me, "It is not
wicked to be ill, but it is wicked to be more ill than-

vou need to be.s

3. The Place of Prayer
Weatherhead points out that the purpose of prayer is "too

bring the patient into close communion with God and in unity with His

4 G :
will,  Much illness is due to disunity with God and disharmony with

His will. Therefore, prayer, according to Weatherhead, used for the
purpose of obbaining unity with God will often bring healing as a
by=product..

Prayer is always of value in illness, though not necessarily
of curative value. The value...has to do with the establish--

ment of harmony with God, on wn%ch the welfare of the soul,
and often of the body, depends.

e & @ % &

1, Weatherhead, Psychology in Service of the Soul, Ds- 5.
2.. Weatherhead, Psychology, Religion and Heéaling, ps. 244.
% Ibid., pe.4b0.
l}':,o Ibid'o, Ps 241';.«60
5. Ibid., pe 243.
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In attempting to explain how prayer for the sick is effectusal,
Weatherhead uses the analogy of a respiratory patient in an oxygen tent.
By placing the patient in an atﬁosphere in which there is a richer
supply of oxygen, the doctor produces a situvation in which God's heal- -
ing ehergy has a better chance to work, using the laws we know about in
His universe.

When you pray, you are surrounding John Jones' spirit with
an atmosphere of optimism, courage, and the will 1o be
well, He is breathing not his own pessimism but the
oxygen of your prayers. God can turn our caring into the
patient's courage. He is taking our love and turning it
into the patient's belief in higs own recovery. We are
producing that atmosphere of faith and belief in which
“our Lord can do hig mighty works, He is limited if we
don't produce that faith,
' In further analyzing the effect of prayer on the gick,

Weatherhead explains that the change in atmosphere is due to the link-

 ing of prayer to the loving purposes and power of God., This has a

conscious and/or unconscious effect on the mind of the one who is ill.

The depressed mind becomes optimistic; the defeated mind
‘finds new hope; the worn-out mind finds new strength; and

- all these have a tremendous effecg upon the body, possibly
through the endocrine secretions,

Here, again, H@a%herhead emphasizes his belief that God uses the laws

‘of His universe to bring about divine healing, though the laws, to man,

pay be beyond his undérstanding~and POWET o
Two observatidns are made concerning results of healing
through prayer, bub ho atfempt iskmade to fully explain either. The
ce s e
1. Spiritual Healing Séminar, Rye, N.Y., Wainwright House Publications,

195, pp. 68-69.
2, Leslie D. Weatherhead, The Eternal Voice, New York, The Abingdon Press,

l940,(p. 221




firgt is that prayer for & child is far more effective than prayer for
an adﬁl‘ﬁ;.a Weatherhead believes this may be explained by the fact that
the: child i1s not "welled up with p,:m;jud:ice.f";‘L The other concerns a
patient kwho is known and loved by the congregation.. Weatherhead clains
that prayer ig far more effective be‘cansg the congregetion and the
pa.tiént are "psychically...en rapp ox-‘b.t"‘”z
& warning is given against the danger of using prayer as a
kind of treatments, Prayer, Weatherhead believes, is a means to unity
with God and not primerily a mesns to health..
When our prayer aims at gebting the patient into the fullest
Harmony with God, we believe that it is functioning rightly,
and “bgat as a by-preduct, in case after case, health will
COIB ,:
4o The Place of Faith
Christian faith is defined by Weatherhead ass

the reaponse of the whole man, thinking, feeling and wille
ing, to the impact of God in Christ, by which man, comes

into a conscious, personal relationship with Godﬁ
| Three ways of strengthening faith are mentioned. I. By know=
:z.ng. The faith that Jesus asked for was Mhe ‘avareness of a sincere
mind to the presence and working of God in His own world, ”5though not
necessarily a complete comprehension of Gods 2. By feeling. "Faith is
enormously étrengthened when a person is the object of faith and when
healthy emotion, like love, or trust, or admiration, is called forth."

e & 0 0 9 8

T 1, Spiritual Healing Seminar, p.. 70.

2, Thid..

3.. Weatherhead, The Eternsl Voice, pp. 221222,

L. Weatherhead, Psychology, Religion end Healing, pe. 425
5, Tbide, Ppe. 426-427T:

64. Thid,, Do 428
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Weatherhead believes that it is of primary importance to have a feeling
of confidence that God cares, and desires health for each of His child-
ren, though health may not be immediately forthcoming. 3. By willing,
Action ig a paxt of faith and vas required by Jesus on the part of those
whon He ‘yhyealed.g o

E‘aith is not worth the name ki?f it remains subjective. There

mt beffa doing alsoy: “hat’i:ing your life .t)i‘?re's‘ a God," as

Donald Hankey said, and acting on the beﬂ;.f

Jeatherhead is definite about that vhich e feels is the

core of faith, Faith required for healing does not refer to faith in

getting better, Nor does it refer simply to faith based on the teaci-
ings of Jesus.. | |

T mean a personsl relationship with a living Friend by faith,

vhich ispga calibre uninjured if physical health is not.

recoverod, .
Therefore, Weatherhead concludes that the role of one who is direcﬁing
a healing seﬁice isl to léad the 111 to a better understanding and
personal knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Tt is maintained by Weatherhead that the amount of faith is

not esgential.. | | o

K grain of mustard, Jesus said, is the measure of a faith

required to move mountains. (Matthew 17:20) What is done

for man ig not done by his faith, but by Christ through

his faith., Faith is rather the psychological fiame of

mind in wiich alone God can get near enough to man to do
To Weatherhead, then, faith is not an instrument by which man Influences
God but rather a means by which God effects His work in man..

& & & &

lo~ Ibid.«’ prr 1;29.:
20 Ibid.; PO* 4—300'
3. Ibid., ps 432
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He atiempts to amalyze hiow faith works:
The response: (of faith)...is man's way of laying hold -m God's

willingness, of recelving what God longs to give, of co-oper—
ating with God to man's fullest and most fruitful extent.

A differentiation is made between healing by faith and healing
by suggestion. "In no field of activity is it morer confusing to have
a false idea of faith than in that of hea:;a..’!.ing.f"tzj Weatherhead frequently
repeats his belief that "one: can have healing withowt falth in Christ,
and faith in Christ without hca:aLl:'I.ng.J"3 He is convinced that many who
are healed in healing missions are merely suggestible..
Weatherhead crltlcizes healing missions: also for praiging
thoze who are healed for thelr faith, implying that all who are not
healed did not have faith,
The mission spreads a'faise conception sbout the nature of
gggfzg the pgrpcse of religion apd the problem of suffer-

”ﬁihistérS'df réligidn"“ére criticized for exhorting the sick oz
“héve faith“ ag if it were a matber as simple as turning
on a tap or to "oray for faithW, ag if it were a glft

bestowed by heaven 1ndependen$1y of the segker's in-—
tellectual wrestling and self-discipline,.”

In swmmardizing his chapter, "The Nature and Place of Faith

in Healing", Weatherhead says:

Our conclusion rmst be that any mem, sick or well, who calls
himself a Christian, should see it to be his dulty to make as.
full a response as he can to God, the God who is like Christ
and vhom Christ revealed. Thought, feeling and doing must

* & & & &

1. Ibid..
Ze- Thid., o2 1{21!»&
3. Ibid.
ke Ibide, Do 425
5'* Ibidﬁ, p. 4230




be mobilized to this end., It is the Church's duty to call
out that response in all healthy ways known to her, If
this is done, we have every reason to belleve that many
vho are sick would be healed,t

5. The Place of the Church

The place of the church in relation to divine healing is of

primary importance to Weatherhead. He. Bolieves that its healing
ministry is the responsibility of Qach of its members as well as the
leaders The core of the church's ministry is intercession and the
laying—on of handse |

(The church's ministry includes) the intercession of people
united in love for Chrigt and living disciplined lives, and
the laying on of hands, undertaxen after prayer and self-
discipline, . by a priest or minister or other person who is
the contact-point, so to gpeal, of a beloved, believing
and’ united community standing behind him and supporting
his ministration to a patient who has been taught to un—
derstand the true nature of Christian faith., This is the
ninistry which must be recovered and which only the Church

can d0¢2

Thez1bng#naglecteéxmigisﬁfyfdf thé ¢hur¢h, thén; centerg in a group of
Toving and disciplined people who' can be instrumental in healing through

the contact point of the laying-en of hands. Weatherhead adds the fact

that the only way there nay be a Moving community" among those of
varied temperament who, by themselves, would fail to heal is by means
of the "love of GodJ¥ Tis Tove is the source of pover.
VWleatherhead further explains the effectiveness of the chuwrch
fellowship in the ministry of divine healinge
Te (Jesus) called together men...(and) welded them into a
o o s e e

1. Tbid., Do 434e
2. Thid., pe 486e
3' Ibido’ P. [‘rggt
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unity which became an extension of His incarnation, Any
one: of His apostles became a striking point of the whole
fellowship, and the Spirit of God worked in and through
the fellowship as He worked through the personality of
Christ Himself, Then real "spiritual healing! became
possible to the fellowship through any one of its mem=—
barg.. «..The church must feel that the whole loving come
munity is behind the healer and so is the power of
Chrigt, yorking through a1l the members to heal the
patient.™

It is significent to Weatherhead that Jesus continued His healing mine
igtry through His apostles using any one of then as instrument of the
healing,. The one who layséon his hands is no more important than any
other in thekcﬁurch fellowship.-
Weatherhead censures the church for having failed in the

area of healing.. kk , -

The truth is that she has lost a supernatural gift of heal-

ing.. HNor is the lost power to be regained by studying the

sporadic cures of "healers™ who, from time to time, give us

a glimpse of'immgnae‘recuperaégve powers resident in, or

flowing through, personality.”™
He states that this is not said in criticisn of such healers; im fact,
he encourages the church to utilize their power. Rather, his plea is
that the church return to the lost ministry of divine healing. The
problem today is not that hesling power has been withheld from the
church as a vhole bubt rather that it is unappropriated. The last

paragrayh of Egychology; Religion and Healing is devoted to an appeal

t0 the churchs:

When the Church returns to her early devotion to Christ and

creates united fellowships, even faintly like the small body
of men who went out in the power of the Rigen Christ and

His 8pirit to turn the world upside down, then a power nore:

* & 9 0 & @

I, Toid., pe. 487.
2, Ibid., ps. 486
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potent to heal than any atomic bomb to destroy will onée
more surge through sick souls and ninds and bodies. Ib
will be His own power and recognised as such.

Egtablishments similar to the Roman Catholic monagberies and
convents are nrged.ﬂ ﬁéathethea& believes that retreats of some type
are egsential for the chu:éh in order that mgmbers may have opportunity
for prayer, fellowship and Self-discipline.?

6. The Place of the Medical Profession

The importance of the medical profession to the ministry of
divine healing in ﬁhe church is enphagized by Weatherhead, The view
gtemg from hig opinion that divine healing is but one method by which

God brings about healing. Other methods of healing include medicine,

gurgery, nursing, psychology, dentistry or any other branch of the

medicael profession..

According to Westherhead, the ideal situation is one in vhich
the doctor and tﬁe ninister work together, the doctor doing all he could
on the physicel and psychological level and the minigter using every
means God has given him for divine healing. Both are doing the work of
God.. -

What is constantly forgotten is that all healing is the
activ1tj of God. All that man can do in the matter of heal-
ing is to co-operate with Him, ZEven prayer is not ngces~

sarily a more religious procedure than an operation.”
In his own ministry, Weatherhead works intimately with the
medical profession&

2 & & & ¢

1. Ibid., pe 487
2. Spiritual Healing Seminer, p. 75.
3,. Weatherhead, Psychology, Religion and Healing, p.. 437




=y

I will not undertake any case in vhich there are physical
gymptoms or serious mental sympboms unless I can work in
co-operation with the patient's doctor or some other ad--
equate medical men.t

He feels that a church psychological clinic is imporbant to an alle-round

healing program in the church. In mental illness it is especially ime

‘partant, because the psychiatrist and the minister need one ancther.

The psychiatrist is able to bring the patient to an understanding of his
illness and how he can be helped. But he cannot go beyond this point.

Here true religion can play a mogt important part. In help~-
ing at this point the minigter has a supernatural 2lly. It
is indeed supernatural, for no natural science can explain
it.. It is the desire of most men and women, deep down, to
be good. It might be called the "pull upward." ...There is
an urge to perfection, & longing for integration, a passion
for cgmpleteness in pergonality., On this the minister can
rely.~

Weatherhead algo believes that the medical profession is
essential in certain cases in which the "relevant way of co-operation
3 : ;
with God" 1is obviously not through the church. For example, Weather-
head points out that no One prays about his teeth but, rather, pays a
viglt to his dentiste.
Prayer 1s...not. the best way of meking a man walk vhose leg
has been shot off by a shell. Designing and perfecting an
artificial limb probably is. And to do this latter in a

sclentific way, for the sake of helping a sufferer, can he
as "religious" an act as prayer, and much more relevant.

7. Problems-
weétherhead deals with some of the perennial problems with
which every healer is faced.
“ s s e 0w
1. Weatherhead, Psychology in Service of the Soul, p. 20.
2. Weatherhead, Psychology, Religion and Healing, p. 4862..

30 Ibid—.’ p- 4.370
4. Thid.
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a, Lifits of Divine Healing
It is the bellef of Weatherhead that there are limits to

divine healing.

Let us admit in the first place thabt there must be limits

to what prayer can achieve in a human body. I find it in-

possible to believe that, if a man hes lost his leg, prayer

could grow him another one in a night.”
He' classifies diseases which cannot be cured by divine healing as in

2

the "thorn-in-the-foot category.®[sic] In this classification he
includes meny types of infections, missing limbs and broken bones. Any
type  of "thorn-in-the~foot" disease in vhich there ig damage of physical
tissue can only be cured by time and human gkill.

However, it is conceded that the "thorn-in-the-foot! category

is not really well differentiated.

4

L

It is just as important, to my mind, however to insist thal
no-one knows enough %o draw such a line, or to make a list
of illnesses and divide them into two, and say: "On this
side of the line prayer is potent to he%l; and on the other
side you may as well save your breath.®”

He even admits the possibility, though certainly not the probability, of
the efficacy of prayer and faith in such cases.

I am not asserting or contradicting the claim that non--
material methods of cure are entirely irrelevant and use-
less to deal with trouble the origin of which is physical.
I am only saying that...in the main it is not reasonable
to affirm that the cure will be physical.”

Weatherhead wrges that, no matter what the situation, prayer
be offered, for it can never be non-beneficial.

When in doubt pray, for only good can come, and however uge=
1. Weatherhead, The Ebernal Volce, pp. 219=-220.
2. Weatherheoad, Psychology, Religion and Healing, p..433.
3..Leslie D. Weatherhead, Healing Through Prayer, Londonr, The Epworth
Press, 1953, p. 18..
L. Weatherhead, Psychology in Service of the Soul, pp..8=9.
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less prayer may berin a curative sense, if the mind of the
patient is buoyed up by the prayers of others and spirit’
sustained by the knowledge that he is loved and cared for,.
then the power of his mind over his body, even in an orgenic
illness, may be a powerful means of contri‘butmg to the:
restoration of his heal‘bh.l

Ba Unsuccessful Attempts ;

?I.‘here are three: possibilities ,’ according to Weatherhead, why
sone "who are prayed for do: nob receive heallng The first pogsibility
is that the disease may fall into 7’bhe‘:”%hci'na-§;nt-thebfcot category‘*gi
which has been previously discussed; . Secondly, there may not have been

enongh faith and love..

In both cases we must learn nmore and learn how to call oub.

faith, Prayer, like everything else in God's universe, is

not accidental in its way of working.. It is based on laws..
And we must try to learn _vhat those laws are and under what:
conditions they oparate.;if

In the third place, it may not: be God's will that the person be healed..
Tt cannot be assumed : that perfect health is God's will under 21l con-
A

ditions, as has been previously considered. Wemtherhead uses Paul's
exp@rience{to prove this‘.ﬂ When Paul had prayed three times for healing
God answered ‘tha’c H:Ls grace wes gufficient, for His power is made per-
:‘.‘ect.i'xi kwe’a,l,{ness'. (ITI Corinthians 12:7~9) It was as though God were:
sayingy |

"A11 right, Paul, you can't be cured for reasons that I
won't go into with you, but I can get you to the place
where I want you to be as effective through your illness
as through your health,"5

e 0 & &

I, Weatherhead, Psychology, Religion and Healihg, p.. 246.
2s. Cfey Do 15,

3.. Weatherhead, The- Eternal Voice, pp.. 25-7116,

4. Cf., Do Se.

5.. Spiritual Healing Seminar, p. 2.
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¢.. Relapses
The objection is often given that those who are cured by

divine healing tend to emperience relapse. To this ﬁgatherzead Con—
fi&entlgrr@plies: “Fersonally} I have met very few." He states that
over e perioé of twenty-five years he has Weollected a large number of
cases of patients, given up by doctors, who have recovered after prayer...
[and] kas noted that a significant proportigg hag taken a turn for the
better‘durihg the time prayer was offered.““‘ Algo, there 1s evidence of
lagting M"integration éhd wﬁoieneSé“B in the lives of both those who have
received spiritual healing and those who have had relapses. This is
due to the wiée instruction before the healing service in wvhich unity

with God is the primary focus, rather than healing,

Weatherhead does not deny that there are zlways a few relapses..

' He attributes this to the fact that prayer, as well as any other means

employed for human welfare, is subject to setbacks.

Surely, we are not going to throw over o means of helping
people and easing their pain, because in certain cases,
through conditions 2@&% we do not yet fully understand,
there is a relapse.”

D. Ministry of Weatherhead

as Related to Divine Healing

1. Healing Services
Weatherhead gives an adequate presentation of bases for select=

ing patients and reasons for the fype of healing service held,.
1. Weatherhead, Healing Through Prayer, p. 17..

2.. Weatherhead, Psychology, Religion and Healing, p. 244,

% Spiritusl Healing Seminar, p. 8l.

L VWoatherhead, The Eternal Voice, p. 21%.
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&, Selection of the Patient
Weatherhead prefers to tékeyonlthhose who are under the: care

of a doctor,. After he has had an interview with the patient, the
patiént*s doctor is contacted, inguiry is made concerning his opinion
of the case and his permission is secured to call in a consultant or
specialist, After consultation for verification of the diagnosis is
rade, the patient is referred to the Church Psychologlcal Clinic if
psychiatric help is neaded.} If such help iIs not profitable, a healing
service:is held for the patient. Afterwards, he is followed and pro=
nounced. cured when twelve: months have elapsed without a relapse and a
doctor's confirmation has been obtained.. |

be. Types of Healing Services |

In Weatherhead's church there are two types of healing ser—

vices. The resl healing meeting is the smaller one in which only a
limited muber of participants are allowed to attend. Those who are
present should understand the purpose of the meeting, which is, first
of all, unity with God and, secondarily, healing., The minister should
have an adequate understanding of the patient's condition..

No- one should be admitbed to such a service except the

patient, one or two close and sympathetic Christian friends

and a small group of selected Christian people: who have

previously ret for prayer and %;scussiOn on the whole

theme of religion and healing.
Ther final and supreme act. of the meeting is the Iaying~on of hands, up
to which the service has led..

The Taying-on of hands would be the climax of a long pro=

T.. Weatherhead, Psychology, Religion and Healing, p 480-482.
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cesa, not an act of magic carried out before an excited
aundience eager for a sensabional sign. Such a service
would signify the dedication of the patient, an act of
utter surrender to God in loving trugbfulness, rather
than an attempt to uss God in order to get well, with
nore th%p a risk that after recovery God would be for—
gotlens:

The: second type is the larger or congregational healing ser—
vice which is primerily a prayer service, Each Sunday evening during

the regular church service a "Fellowship of Silence® is observed in

which prayer for the sick is offered. In his experience, Weatherhead
has discovered that it is wige to 1ift only three or four cases in
preyer during one evening..

It pubs a very great strain on the conﬁregatlon to agk

people to gteady their minds and hold them in 1nten§e

prayer and longinb for particular cages of illnesse-
ﬁhenever possible; the name of the patient ig mentioned if permission

/8
has been obtained from the relatives.

In Teading the congregation to prey, Weatherhead attempts to
picture for them the situation of the one who is ill,. The following
wag used in an actual cases.

Here is Nurse 80 and 80, a member of our church - a girl of
nineteen, who ig studying at such-and-guch a hospital. She
is suffering from such-and-guch a disease,. Her temperature
is very high.. She cannot sleep without drugs. 8he has not
teken any food for some days. In imagination go into the:
vard and stand with Christ next to her bed. Do not pray that
she may becone better, because that is putting her cure in
the fubure. Believe that at this very moment Christ is
touching her life, and that His healing power is being made

& & o 8.9

l; Ibld., Pa: 2@50 :

2,. Weatherhead, The Eternal Voice, p. 208,

3. T@Ieao}ﬂerhead, Ps?chology‘, Rﬁlmglon and Healing, De. 237
lpg Gf., P 8
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manifest in her body now.l
After a short time of silence, he adds, "Please do not let your mind
wander. Hold it steadily there, 1lifting up Nurse So-and-gso to God.! 2
At other times, Weatherhead uses the followings

Let yowr prayers do what your arms would do if we lived in

the days of Christ's presence on earth, We should carry the

poatient into Iis presence. Believe that your prayer is

bringing the patient and Christ into living proximity and

vital relationship. Hold, on the screen of your imagina-

tion, a picture of HNurse So-and-so already becoming well,>
It is made clear to the congregation that their prayers are not telling
God something He does not already know or persuading Him to do some-
thing He is reluctant to do. It is rather that "God's healing, un-
naterial energies"ﬁdmxy be let throughyin a fuller measure by means of

prayer, "just as a nurse lets through God's healing material energies

in a fuller measure vhen she cleanses a wound." 5

2+ Heans of Healing

Though WEafherhead recognizes that others use different means
of healing, the laying-on of hands is the sole method which he employs.
He believes that the practice of laying-on of hands is a veluable neans
of healing, but should not be confined to profesgional clergy and
ministers as long as certain safeguards are followed, Four safeguards
or éonditioné for the laying-on of hands are enumerated:

1. The laying-on of“hands should be practiced only in the
small healing serﬁices,yﬁfeviously réferred to. If others are present,

e B 88 8 &

1. Weatherhead, The Eternal Voice, p. 209.
2. Ibid, )
3. Weatherhead, Psychology, Religion and Healling, pe. 237.
L. Weatherhead, The Eternal Voice, p. 210,
5. Weatherhead, Psychology, Religion and Healing, p. 238,
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they should be instructed and prepared for the service.
2. Laying-on of hands does nolt preclude careful medical

diagnosis or treatment, whether it be medical, surgical or psychological.

This safeguard should not be regarded as a prop to weak

faith., Rather I would guggest that to deny a patient the

proved abilities of the doctor and surgeon, or other ade-

quate scientist through whom health is so often restored,

could be a definitely unChristian act, +
The patient must be offered the naximm help availables.

3+ The nminister or whoever officlates must be deeply dedicated.

Ideally, there should be behind hinm a group of similarly dedicated and
disciplined people, But the minister should be the spearhead of the
whole Church®"? in the service.

One carnot help coming'to the conclusion that spiritual

power and insight obtained by spiritual discipline avail

in this particular matter of the laying on of hands far

more powerfully than any kind of psychological training, 3

Lo Tt should be made clear to the patient, if he is well

enough, that the purpose of the service is the Mpatient's unity with
God." 4 This is to be primary, whoreas the aim for recovery of health is
to be secondary.

If this is not made clear to him, and if he remains un—

healed, he may fall into depression, even though the real

cauge of failure to recover is that his disease, the nature

of which is imperfectly understood by the physiclan, is

really in the category of purely physiogenic illness. >

’The patient shoﬁld undergtand that the laying-on of hands is
4 & 4" 9. @ ‘

1. Thide, De 134e
2. Ibide, pe 135
3¢ Ibid,

4. Tbid,
5, Tbid,
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not a treatment, but an act of worship..
God comes near to the patzent ‘end the patlent responds to
God, The touching by the priest or minister is the symbol
of the divine love making contact with the humen soul,. The
patient is enabled to make a better response to God because
of the sacramental act of the touching, Here we have the
two essentiel things in worship - God's love and man's
response. -

Weatherhead stresses the fact that the 1aying;on of hands is
not magical in any way. lention is made, however, of certain people
who poésess vhat he calls "odic force" 2 or psychic power, These
people are enabled to heal by laying;on of hands and may or may not
have any profession of Christianity. Tennyson is referred to as pos-
sessing the gift.AB But this type of gift should be distinguished from
that which the early Church sanchioned.

st, Peter, for example, tried to cure his mothor—in¥1aw,
without success; but power came to him later after Pen-
tecost, and, Vluh great confidence, he healed many. But
he regarded it as a divine gift received from fellowship

with Christ and with the Church, and received only after
much disciplines 4

E, Sumary,

Weatherhead first became Interested in the minigtry of
divine healing through a physician who“was successfully using psycho-
logical healing methods. He then began to develop his own ministry of
healing using a combination of religion and psychology. To date, he

* ¢ & . - -

1. Ibid.’ P - 136"‘137’

2. Weatherhead, Spiritual Healing Seminar, p. &0.

3e keatherhead, Psychology, RBeligion and Healing, pe 140
4o TIbide
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has been in the field of healing for twenty-five years.

Many of his heliefs concerning divine healing are directly
related +0 psychology. For example, he analyzes Christ's healing
mlracles on a predomin&ntly psychcloglcal basise On the other hand,
Eéatherhead recognized the‘ministry of divine healing to be super-
natural, thsugh not necessarlly oontrary to the laws of Goda

| Wéatherhead directs a successful ministry of divine healing
at the Clty Temple in conjunctlo n wvith the Church Psychological Clinic,
Enphagis is givan,to~thezimportance»of having a loving, praying body
of‘ﬁelievaréﬁbehihd the one who leads divine healing services. Laying-
on of hands is:practicad ih‘priVate healing meetings to which only

those who will teke an active part in the services are invited. The

 entire cdngragation takes part in the ministry of divine healing in

the regular Snnday evening service by means of a time of prayer;
Weatharhead belzeves ‘that hesling results from unity with
God;; therefore, his entire mlnlptry of divine healing is directed

vrimarily toward bringlng‘thealll into harmony with God,




T e m——m———— Ty

CHAPTER IT
A STUDY OF THE LIFE, BELIEFS AND MINISTRY
OF ORAL ROBERTS
AS RELATED TO DIVINE FEALING




CHAPTER IT
A STUDY OF THE LIFE, BELIEFS AND MINISTRY
‘ OF ORAL ROBERTS

AS RELATED TO DIVINE HEATING

A. Introduction

This chapter will deal with a study of the life, beliefs and
. ministry of OraJ. Roberts as related to divine healing. The study will
be similar to that which was nade of Weatherhesd in Chapter I. Roberts!
writings w:f.ll also be exémiﬁéd and ml] serve as the primary source of
data for this chapbers. 1

The pu:poéé of thiyskchaﬁber Wvill be to study a significant
divine healing minigtry which does not have a background of traditional
beliefs and prfact'ices; Roberts has been chosen ag subject of this
study because his ministry of divine healing is carried on outside the
authority of a denominational group, but is supported by a corporation

of which he is the president,

B. Life of Roberts

Ag Releted to Divine Healing

Roberts was born in 1918 in Pontotoc County, Oklahome, the
gon of a traveling evangelist. He first became interested in & ministry
of divine healing through an illness during his adolescence,

As he relates it, when he was a youth of 17, a victim of
tuberculosis and a life-long stubttersr, the Lord told him,

m
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"8on, I am going to heal you, and you are to teke My heale
ing power to your generation.%...Be says he received the
nessage from God as he rode to a revival, He had been in
bed for more than five months and was lying on a mattress
in the back of a car. ...His parents, he recalls prac-—
tically had to carry him up to the preacher, who said a
short prayer camnandlfg the disease to leave him, in the
name: of Jesus Christ.:

Roberts reletes his feelings during this experience:

"Something struck my lungs, and I began tingling throughe

out my entire bodye. eeed beautifvl light engulfed me, and

the next thing I knew I was running back and forth on the

big platform with my hands upreised, shouting at the top

of my voice, 'I am healedl I am healedl*!<
He testifies that’hgywas ingtantly cured, began preaching within two
months end has never been afflicted with tuberculosis or stuttering
since.. |

Twelve yeérsnlater, Roberts began his divine healing ministry.
The intervening years were gpent pastoring several Pentecogtal Holiness:
churches in leahamag Durihg this period he also took courses at
several nearbyvuniversities., However, his life was suddenly interrupted
and c%?nged by what Roberts calls, "The Dissatisfaction that Drove le to
God.ﬂg‘ He gives w1tness to a deeply moving experience with God which
brought the conviction that he must preach that man can be healed as
wedl as saved.. |
Roberts later decided to begin an independent ministry in
order to have greater freedom to carry on a divine healing ministry.
He began holding evangelistic~healing canpaigns, traveling mainly in
| ’ & & & &

1. Phil Dessauer, God Heals - I Don't, Coronet, Vol. 38, Now 6 Chicago,
I11., Esquire Inc., October, 1955, pp.‘55—56,

2. Tbid..

3. Oral Roberts, Oral Roberts'! Life Story, Garden City, WNew York, County
Life Press, 1952, ps 6l..
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western and south-western United States. Tents of increasing size have
; 1. ‘
been uged and,today; his newest tent seats 18,000. In the last

nine or ten years, popularity and success have been so great that a-
corporation has been formed called Healing Waters, Incorporated of which
Roberts is president and his wife is secrebtary. Coroneil magazine
describas the corporation:

Healing Weters publishes "America's Healing Magazine," a
nonthly, with more than 435,000 subscribers, and sells
thousands of copies of Roberts! books, including hig
autobiography. The corporation has bought 175 acres of
land at. Tulsa for a new headquarters to be known as
"City of Faith." o..His (Roberts!) goal is a yearly
budget of $4,000,000 which he believes will enable hin
to be on 200 TV and 500 radio stations once a week,

An-account of plans for the fubture is also givens
The: evangelist put on guccessful campaigns in the Holy Land
and South Africa last year, and is planning to preach soon
in Xorea, the Philippines and Ausgtralia. He sees almost no
limit to the souls that can be saved through the Morld

treachMplan,. There is falk of publishing Healing Waters
material in 50 languages.®

Ce Boliefs of Roberts:

as Related to Divine Healing

1, Christ's Healing Ministry
Roberts stresses the importance of healing in the minigbry
of Christ. He comments:

He was 2 healer and niracle-worker. Ie spent two thirds of
his time healing the sick¢4

* & & » & 8

1, Dessguer, ope cit., p. 6l.
. Tbid., p. 60.

3. Tbid. o
L. Roberts, op. cit., Ds 65.
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This is the portrait of the Great Physician: He was either
on His way to heal, He was there delivering the captive,
or He had just left and the captive was free.

The purpose of Christ's ministry was, according to Roberts:

"0 bring release to mankind from their fears and frustration and from
5
thelr spiritual, physical and mental illnessges.® He further explains

this with a phrase he freqﬁently repeats: "He came against four enenies
, ~ Ny : 3
of mankind - gin, demons, disease, and fear." To Roberts, then, heal—

ing was of primary importance in the ministry of Christ.

He: explaing that Christ's power to heal was due to what Roberts
L

calls, "healing virtue.® In the case of the woman who had the issue of
blood, Jesus was aware that someone had touched Him because:

He felt healing virtue had gone out of Him. When she touched
Him in faith, she tapped the healing power of ghrist, called
virtue, and wag instantly cured of her malady.-

In obther words, Christ had the ability to heal because He had within in
His being a power which could be used if man had the right response to
Hinm. The same power was transferred to Christ's followers.

He transmitted His power and authority to them (Ais apostles),
and they went forth, casting out devils, healing the sick,
preaching the gospel, and getting people saved. lle ordained
seventy men to do the same thing. He then gave an overall
commission to those who would believe in His namej that as
they would lay hands on the siclk, the sick would recover,

akso tbey‘wogld be able to cast out demons through believing
in His name,”

> % & & * @

1. Orel Roberts, If You Meed Healing Do These Things, Garden City, N.Y.,
County Life Press, 1954, pe 27.

2, Tbid.s pe 164

3. Roberts, Oral Roberts Life Story, p. Gle } ,

/s Roberts, If You Need Healing Do These Things, p. 19

5, Tbid. | |

6, Roberts, Oral Roberts! Life Story, pe 65.
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2. God's Will Regarding Illness

Roberts bases his healing ministry on the convietion that
il1ness is not God®s will. He believes that disease is the work of
Satan and uses both the Old end the New Tesfémnt of prove this.

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth wih the Holy Ghost and with
power: who went aboutb dimg good, and heeling all that were
oppressed of the devily

And God turned the ca*pt:z.v:rty of Job, When he preayed for his
friendge.s™

Also, sickness is not the will of God because it is part of the curse:
of the law, according to Roberts? interpretation of Seripture.

God will smite thee with the boil of Egypt, and with the
emerods, and with the scugvy and with the itch,. whereof
thou canst not be healed. ;
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the lawss%

The: core of Roberts? premise that illness is not the will of
God is concerned with the fact that sickness, being evil, canmot coin-
cide with the purposes of a God whose nature is goodness..

This (Johm 10:10) showed me that God was a good God and the
devil was a bad devile. There is no badness in God and no
goodness: in the devil. TFor the first time in my life I had
a rezl foundation for my faith. Ho longer would I be tor-
mented by questiong about God's goodness, His love, and His
purposes. When I looked upon a suffering man, I would not
have: to question myself about its being God's will for him
to be sick or to be beaten down by the wicked devil.

It is Roberts' contention that God's will includes healing
for all men because He is impartial and does not allow one to receive

what another cannot have. ’ o
. * o 6 o

I, Acts 10:38,

2. Job 42:10,.

3. Deuteronomy 28:27.

Lo G&lations 3:13.

5. Oral Roberts, Oral Robertg! Life Story, pe 75.
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He (Jesus) never said to one, "It is not my will to heal

you® and to another, "It is my will to heal you.# 1

If God has ever healed one person, He will heal two, if
 He heals two, He will heal four, if four then eight and

if eight, He will heal all who will believe. 2

3. The Place of Prayer
The place of prayer in the healing of the sick is discussed
in a chapter entitled, "How to Write Your Own Ticket With God,* 3 in
which Roberts interprets the parable of the widow and the judge, 4
If the unjust judge would help a woman only because of
her insisgtence, how much more will God, who is in sym=

pathy with our cause, help those who love Him and pray
to Him? 5 |

| This idea is analyzed furthers

If when you pray to God you have any thought of relente
ing, of giving up before the answer comes, your prayer
will doubtless go unanswered, This indicates the kind
of people whose prayers God answers, If you have &
quitter's spirit, God will let you quite. The kind of
person you are. cgﬁnts more than the words or petitions
in your prayers.

Roberts? idea, 'bhén; concerning the place of prayer in the healing of
the sick has to do with perseverance. If man is persistent enough in
asking for healing, God will grant his request..

The problem of Gad"s’ delay in answering prayer for healing is
discugsed.. Roberts offers several possible explanations. 4 delay msy
be needed in order to change attitudes.

oo e e
1. Roberts, If You Need Healing Do These Things, pa 78.
Ze. Tbide, DPe 23s. .
3. Ibide, pe 50..

Ly. Tuke 18:5-8.
5. Roberts, If You Need Healing Do These Things, ps 5Cs

6. Ibid., pw 51e.



The prayer is not as important as the attitude back of it,

Therefore, if there seems to be no answer to your prgyers,

God is seeking to change and improve the kind of person you
are by causing you t0 re-examine yourself and to see if you
have right attitudes and desires and if you have willpower

and fortitude.l

Or, it may be that God's will needs to be accomplished in a particular
area before healing can be given..

When God says, WHait®™ i’t means that in a special way His

will or purpose is involved. ...In nost cases God heals

ingtantly but where His purpose is involved He says,

"Wait.® When His will has been worked out, then the

healing comeg: R
A delay may be due: to Satan, Roberts believes, who hag the power to
hold back answers to prayer., He interprets Daniel 10:11,13: "the prince

of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days..." as repre-—

- genting Satan who kept back Daniel's answer for twenty-one days..

If you pray in all sincerity and faithfulness according to
the will of God and the answer will not come through, you
may know that the devil has thrown up a blockade., Hold

- on, God will get the angwer through even if he has to put
his righty angels on the case. They will get the answer
through Eo you. provided in the meantime that you have
held #1209

Roberts implies, then, that all prayer for healing will be answered
eventually if one is persistent..

/e The Place of Faith

Because he feels that faith gives access to God's healing
power more fully than anything else, Roberts discusses the importance
of faith extensively..

" ¢ * ¢ o =

1, Ibid..
2,. Tbide, De %.
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Like plugging in an electrical connection, making contact
with the distant powerhouse, faith that is released - put
into action ~ nmakes contact with God's power and rcleases:
the healing power, +

e says that the "key to the things we want is our faith in God," 2 and
that it was faith that "put Christ to work" 3 on behalf of the sick.
The place of faith in the healing of ’the sick is of ubmost importance
because faith, in some way, is able to tap the resources of Godfs heal-
ing power,

Roberts further explaing this by describing certain things
which must accompim}r faith, without which faith cannot work, He says
that love is egsential,

Faith in Him is based on love; Those He healed loved Him

for in loving Him they could believe in Hls healing power,

And loving them He could believe in them for He knew that

through their faith He could heal them. God is God and He

cannot be changed, Feith in Him is based on love,.

Love God and you work with Godj ccopera.‘ae with Him and His

mighty power ig at your comzmd. :
Robertg also speaks about “10311% yourgelf in obedience to God® 6 as"
essential to the working of faith, The need for a change in sin;filled
lives is mentioned, "He [Jesus) demanded only two thingss Faith and
'sin no more, ! 7

The chief reason that faith is not effective in the healing
of the gick is sin., Roberts believes thal everyone has some measure of
faith but the faith may go unused if there is sin in the person's life.

o & & & # &

Y. Ibide, pe 110,
2? ij‘dn P* 6l..
3. Ibide. i

lo Tbide, Do 16

5. Toid., pe 60.

7‘ Ibid" p. 18.




"sin is a dominating thing and it produces = diyision in the soul“;'and
causes fﬁiﬁh’to remain "dormant %nd inactive."?ﬂ He: quotes James 2317
to prova hzs point, "So:faithkby itself, if it has no works, is dead.®
A‘remaﬁy is offered for this kind of situations "Let God into your
sanliand ybu let His healing virtue into your bz:d:,r..!"3

‘The individual's respensibllity to exercige faith is stressed.

Jesus' response to the Syrophoenician women in Matthew 15:28, "O yoman,

great is‘thy faith,. Be it unto thee even as thou wilt.", is an indica=

tion that faith enables the 1ndiv1dua1 to “(write) your oun ticket with
4 i ;

God W

There is a lot that I can do to help you get your healing.
Through prayer and fasting, by living, active faith and in
bold, direct Holy Ghost preaching plus the prayer of faith
- we who believe in God for healing, can actually bring
you in where the Lord's power is present, to deliver you.
But you are on your own from that polnﬁ.ﬁ

Eealing faith then, 13 not magic but requnres initiative and adtion..
Jesus always gave kthe indmvmdv&l some activity to attend to..

Faith accamplishes thlngs only as it works.. You can have
faith only as 1ong as you exercise ite You may have faith
lying dormant in yogr soul but it will bring deliverance
only as you uge it,"

The capacity and power to belleve is tnder the control of
each 1ndividual

Accoralng to Roberts‘ idea of falth, man controls the faith that resides

» & & % 8 &

1, Ibid., p» 286

20 Ibld.
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Z{.& Ibid.o, Ps- Agv

5 Ibid., Pe 125.

6e. Ibide, ps 126. ;

.. Oral Roberts, Deliverance From Fear and From Sickness, Tulsa, Oklahoma,.
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" within him and is %o be blamed if hig faith remsins unused and inefféec-—

tives _
Roberts believes that faith is strengthened if a time limit
is set in which healing will take place..

Unlegs you set.a time, it is doubtful if you will ever be
delivered., God says, "Today is the day of salvation."
¥hen you expect healing at no certain time, you are put--
“ting it into the dim, vague and distant future. The
longer you wait to believe, the weaker your faith will
grow; the more quickly you believe, the stronger your
faith will develig. The secret of deliverance is in in-
stant obedience.*- o g
; 2
Faith is also aided if you "turn your faith looge."

Hang it on some Bible means of deliverance and let go of
it. Hold nothing back. Pour all your pent-up faith-em-
otion; § into the act of believing God for your deliver-
aNnces”

' 5, The Place of the Church

The: place: of the church in the minigtry of divine healing is
not significant in Roberts' beliefs. He makes rather limited reference

to the church as a corporate body of believers working together for
o 7
heallng. Hbﬂspeaks of a need for "Partners for Deliverance™ gimilar
5
to the men who let. tha Leme: man down through the roof,

God has promised victory to Partners for Deliverance.
"there two or three are gathered together in }y Name;

I will be in the midst of them." Believing with gthers
is not only our privilege but our responsibility.

® & 5 & » @

1. Roberts, If You Need Healing Do These Things, p. 38..
Z.. Ibid,

3. Ibid.

4o Ibid., p.. 129.

5. Mark 2:1-12.

6. Roberts, If You Need Healing Do These Things, p. 129.
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In no other place, however, does Roberts discuss this concept more
fully. ;
Roberts believes that the church, today, has neglected its

respongibilities primarily by spiritualizing the life of Christ..

They (the church) have teken away from Him His great physi--
cal power over disease and demons. They have only one part
of Him they offer to the people --the spiritual. They
leave out His ministry of healing the sick.l

Therefore,:the‘ghnxchkmnst return,ﬁs;a;miniétzy gimilar to Jesus¥. There:
should be miraclés’éf healingkas;wéll as other signs and wonders, and
according to Roberts, this will ocour only if there is a revival in the
church. f T

The study of the four Gospels and the Book of Acts caused me
to turn the searchlight on my own soul and upon the denomina--
tional church world. I was struck with the appalling con--
trast., I found the denominational church world drifting
farther and ferther away from signs and wonders and getting
closer and cloger to a material religion, to ritual and
ceremony and form. I saw: that the only thing that would
bring a revivel...was a repetition of Pentecost, a revival

of signs and wonders, a visitation of God's power...

It is Roberits' conviction that Pentecogtal churches enable
their members to receive healing better than otherr denominational
churches.. ' ;

This may come as a shock to yous you may find it wise to
change creeds and church connections before you can truly
be healed. Why? There are some churches whose creeds and
ministers deny the healing virtue of Chrigt and reject His
gifts of the Spirit for our day. Full Gospel churches
more than all others believe in God's supernatural power
to heal.3

":' « & & o o
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Thus, Roberts believes that the place  of the church in divine:
healing is not of primary importancé.w However, he is convinced that the
denomination of which he was formerly a member has greater healing power

than any other..

6.. The Place of the Medical Profession
The importance: of the place of the medical profegssion is

walI-established in Roberts! beliefs because he acknowledges that God
heals by means of gcience as well as by means of divine healing..

God heals in many ways. Hgsheals through good doctors,

through medicine, through nature and climate, through un--

derstanding and love. The more they learn about the laws

of nature and about the things God has put on this earth

for the healing of man's body, the more they will be able
to exercise the authority God has given them.t

However, Roberts suggests that divine healing is of greater

9a1umuthan medical aid. .

Where the physician and nurse can oniy assist nature to
bring the cure, God can actually heal,. Faith brings a
complete cure.é

| Roberts is not clear in explaining what he means by a complete cure..

One: cannot tell whether he means physicel, mental and/or spiritual cure.
He:- does explain what he believes to be the difference between the two
types of healing.

Prompted by divine love, compassion moves us to bring
Sgtan's victim to God for healing where, on the other
hand, sympethy, springing from human concern only, in--
spires us to take the captive to the healing hands of
science whose work of human cure has _made greaet strides
but ever falls short of a real cure.”

y & 8 £ & 2
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One who has been given the power tb heal has ability which transcends
that. of the medical profession because he is able to go beyond the
laws of nature, Roberts detlares..
He 1s God of miraculous power and gives to certain of Hig
humblest and most believing servents His gifts which come-
plement the doctor's skill and rise above the laws of nae
ture and bring forth mighty miracles of Bible deliverance.l
Ro’oerts i&ea, then, of the place of the medical profession
in divine hea.llng is that God heals through medical science but the
2
healing is not as "eomplete™ as healing which is brought about by

divine healing.

7. Problems:
& Linits of Divine Healing
It is 3oberts' conviction that there need be no Iimits to-
divine healing..
| My foith has complete mastery over 211 the diseases in ny
body,.. Not just part of Emm but all of them and as I be=—
lieve, I will be healed.

On 'the o'bher ha.nd, he hag found 1imts to whatthe is able to accompllsh

‘through divine healing.

T have not been ab}.e ti bring healing to-as many blind
peopvle as I want £0s..*

When a woman was presented for healing who' needed "restoration of all
her muécles,‘“SB.oberts responded::

| .o e e v o
I,. Tbid., pe 85,

2. Gfo, s 35..
3.. Roberts, Deliverance From Fear and From Sickness, p.. 69..

Lo Toidle, pe 64e.

54 G.E.. Hontgonery, Gml Roberts in Action, Tulsa, Oklahoma, Oral Roberts’
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That is going to require a miracle. Actually, it is a

little beyond ny ministry of healing. But I am going to

pray for you any way, and I am going to exercise gll the

faith I have, and I went you to believe with me, 1
The testimony is given that the woman was hesled, But another state—
ment by Roberts is alsgo i‘a'bher significant:

If I could bring healing to 25 per cent of thoge who ask
for it, I'd be the happiest man in the world. 2

be ﬁnsucc‘essﬁll Attempts
A close coliaague of Roberts once commented: MTo be perfect-
1y honesfb one must admit that thousé.nds go sway and apperently are not
healed."” Roberts, too, admits that he has had many failures in his
ministry of divine healing, and he lists several reasons for this fail-
ure., There may be a lé.ck of ‘understanding or humility on the part of

the individual who has come for healing.

A lot of people want to be healed, The reason they are
not healed is because they do not understand how to believe
right, Then there are some people who want God to heal
then regardless of their own believing. To them, healing
is some kind of megic, &

There are thousands of people who are being turned down
vhen they pray to God all because they refuse to let God
truly change them, They want God on their own terms or
not at all, 5

Roberts himself, though perhaps through no conscious fault on his part,
may llmit healing power.

Sometimes I work myself dowm in praying for the multi-

tudes who throng our meetings., When I get real tired my

faith doesn't work very well... There are times when I

fail and I cannot determine the reason, Maybe I wasn't
- ready or maybe the people weren't. At any rate God's

¢« & & 8 »
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38—

power did not flow through me, When His power is not
upon me I cannot deliver the people, 1

The healing ability of Roberts is dependent upon the power given by
God which resides in his right hand,?

Christians who have afflictidns Similar to Paul's "thorn in
the flegh," as described in II Corinthians 12:7;9, may find preyer for
divine healing unsuccessful., It is Roberts! belief that the person
"eaught up'inio the third heaven" in IT Corinthians 12:2 was Paul him-
self, and because ofkthis unusual experience, Paul was in danger of
"becoming proud and t&e people mightgive him more praise than he was
worthy of " 3 Therefore, even though Paul prayed three times for heal-
ing, God did not heal his affliction,

The thorn becanme an instriment to keep hin hupble and
dopendent on dods God doss His mightiest works through

such yielded people. The sickness that glorifies God is

the one He doeg not feel begt to heal but that gives way

to a greater miracle and to serve a larger purposc.
This appears to be contradictory to Roberts! conviction that sickness is
never the will of God. >

Cs Relapses

Little mention is made concerning relapses except for several

references by men writing about Boberts, The Cosmopolitan magazine sayst
"He admits...some cures are temporary 'because the human mind sets up
barrierst.. M. O Coronet magazine writes: MRoberts acknowlodges that

.« & & 2 & »

1. Roberts, Oral, Orel Roberts' Life Story, pe. 152

2+ Dessauver, ops cit. o
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6. Arnold, Eve, The Laying On of Hands, Cosmopolitan, Vol. 140, Io. 2,
New York, The Hearst Corporation, February, 1956, p. 78,
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, : 1
some: of the apparent. 'ecures! in the tent are only temporary.! 4
friend, in a tract written about Roberis, says: "Hundreds who seem to
be healed afterwards suffer relapses.“’h In his writings, Roberts no-

vhere discugses this problemf‘

D. Ministry of Roberts

As Related to Divine Healing

1. Healing Services
& Selection of the Patient.

It iz not able to be determined upon what basis Roberts
selects those for whom he prays other than on the basis of limitation
of number.. Generally, the number of those degiring prayer for healingk
is so large that prayer cards are distributed and only a certain |
number of cards are called for in one evening. The_sick sonetineg have
to walt several nights before their card is called. Frequently, on
the last ﬁight of a series of meetings, Roberts allows all who desire
healing to enter the prayer line. As a result, there may be hundreds
or even thousande in the prayer line. The following is an account of
an unusually large healing service:

The last night, Brother Roberts prayed for about 7,000
poople.. After he had prayed for a prayer line for one
hour and 45 minutes, he decided that he would never be

able to pray for all the people by having them pass by
him, So he had them form a double line one yard apart

* & & & B &
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alT the way around the stadium, approximately one~third
of a mile in length. He walked betwfen this double line
and touched the people as he walked.™

Roberts?! emphasis is on reaching as many of the sick as he possibly can..
be Types of Healing Services |

In Roberts?® ministry, there is one type of healing service.
Thig service takes place in the latter part of his evangelistic-healing
meetings.. |

Preparation for the meetings is important to Roberts..

I set aside four hours of every day for my preying and
studying, When I'm in my meetings, no one can get to me .
from two-thirty until the service starts at seven—thirty.<
I become anointed with God's work and the spirit of the
Lord builds up in me like a coiled spring. By the tine

I'm ready to go on, my mind is razor-sharp.. I kno§g exactly
vhat I'm going to say and I'm féeling like a lion.:

The meeting begins with a song service led by a colleague. At
the appointed time, the attention of the audience is focused on Roberts
as he enters through a door behind the speakers' platform. At this time
the organ plasys Roberts theme song, "Where the Healing Waters Flow.¥

Thousands join him in the Healing Weters chorus; then he:
sings a gtanza solo, and then the chorus again. This done,
"Do you love Him tomight?" the evangelist asks...%
His sermon follows which sometimes lasts two hours. The content of hig

sermons: 1s swmarized by an associate:

What the man preaches is faith in God.,. He preaches the book
of Acts and the four Gospels, The four Gospels tell what

@ ® & o o 8
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Jesns began to do and teach. The book of Acts tells how

the disciples followed up his work after his death, resur—

rection and ascension. And this is the source of most of

the Oral Roberts sermong,d
The altar call for sinners to come forward and be saved is blended into
the end of the sermon. Thoge tsking part in the eltar call first raise
their Hands, stand, then come forward and go out to the prayer room..
After this, Roberts takes his place in a chair at the head of a line of
the sick who have ¢ome for healing. |

Roberts? healing work is always prefaced with an explanation

that he is not a healer.

I have no power to heal anyone. I am only azhumble.ihstru—~
ment in the hands of God, who does the work.

One by one, except when there is an exceptionally large crowd, thesick
walk up the ramp leading to the platform where Roberts sits. The patient
is asked his name and address and the illness from which healing is
degired. Then Roberts lays his hands on the individuel, often on the
affected part, and prays a short prayér for healing. The prayer is
usgually climexed with the repétition, several times, of the word,

"Heal," in a vigorous manner.:; If immediate results are obgervable,
Roberts demonstrates it to the audience. Otherwise, he sends the person

down the other side of the ramp with the exhortation to "believe.®

5
The: audience usually claps as:each of thoge prayed for walls down the ramp.

* * o & oW
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Thug, in his healing services, Roberts places the patient
inm a position of prominencggbg_giving the audience opportunity to watch
the healing'énd share in the healing experience of the sick. Yet, in
21l his healing services, Roberts,‘fhe heéling instrument, is the focal

point,

- 2o Heans of Healing

K11 means of healing, according to Roberts, are directly

concerned with a point of contact. He defines a point of contect as:

1
Yany polnt where your faith makes contact with God's power.¥ Tis

purpose is: "to help connect with the healing virtue of Jesus, who is
2
full of it." Roberts further analyzes the point of contact:

God is a spirit and sometimes we are confused because He is
not directly before us in a human body. A point of contact
is given as a means of steadying and helping you to release
your faith, Egtablishing a point of contact is like step-—
- ping on_the starter of your car, you expect something to

happen.” :

Your point of contact won't heal you, but 1t will help you
turn your faith looge. ¥Faith, your faith, will delivez you
from the crown of your head to the soles of your feet.”

Roberts, then, believes‘thaﬁ;faith needs objective assistance in order
to be released and used to its fullest capacity.

A number of types of points of contact are mentioned. The ’
point of contact for the centurion who agked that his servant be’healed5
was Jesus' voice..

The moment Jesus spoke, he released his faith and his servant
e oo s e e
I. Roberts, Deliverance From Fear and From Sickness, P« 5%
2. Roberts, If You Need Healing Do These Things, pe 109
Je. Thid., p. 30.

L. Roberts, Deliverance From Pear and From Sickness, p. 64.
5, lMatthew 8:5-13.
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was nade whole. The point of conbact sets the ﬁime. The
centurion's time for the healing of his servant was to be
the very moment that Jesus spoks.
5
The woman with the issue of blood wused the hem of Jesus' garment for her

point of contact..

The moment the womants hand touched his clothes her faith
In him was released. Her released faith made contact with
the power resident in his being and irmmediately he felt it
go out of him,>

The handkerchiefs or aprons mentioned in the Book of the Acts gave
Roberts the idea of carrying on a simiiar ministry.
I, too, have been impressed and directed of the Lord to carry
on the ministry of healing through cloths so that we are
sending out over 10,000 a month. Thousands are being de-
livered in this manner.

Many other types of points of contact are enumerated such as: anointing

- with oil, Roberts' radio broadcasts and television programs, his books

‘and monthly publication, America's Healing Magazines

They take our magazine, lay it on their bodies as a point of
contact, and get healedl Why? Be%ause our words have lifel
Bseause we have the Spirit of God.

Roberts believes that the point of contact God has given him
is his right hand.

T have heard His voice...that His healing power would be felt
in my right hand for all who would believe. I seldom feel
anything in ny left hand, but through my right hand T feel
the healing virtue of the Son of God. It is a gsensation of

LI I R I

1. Roberts, If You Need Healing Do These Things, p. 32.

2. Mark 5:125-34. , V

3.. Roberts, Deliverance From Fear and From Sickness, pe 50.

J» Roberts, If You Need Healing Do These Things, p. 34. (Acts 19:12)

5, Ibide, pe 36 ,

6. Orzl Roberts, You and I Together with God, Americats Healing Megazine,
Vol. IX, No. 10, Tulsa, Oklalioma, Healing Weters, Inc., October, 1955.

7. Ibid,
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God's presence which many of God's servants might feel going

all over them, but it is concentrated in ny right hand. ...

The moment I feel it my falth is very strong eid that ig

vhen the miracle is wrought.”
Thig is the most significant aspect of Roberts! ministry of healing
because it tends to set him apart from other men, both in his own and
in his follcwers"minds,’as a special point of contact fa %he: sick.
Here is the: rationale for the type of meetings that are held, with

Roberts ags the center of a1l activity and source of healing power.

E. Stmmsry

Bb%ertSinrst became intereshbed in the ministry of divine
healing after hearing the voice of God cormissioning him and promising
his own healing. After he experienced divine healing, he began presch-
ing and held a pastorate for twelve years. ILater he began his own
evangelistic and healing campaigns and has since become: well-knowrr in
the field of divine healing. |

His beliefs concerning divine Healing have grown oubt of
personal experience: and individual Seriptural interpretation. He is
convinced that health is God's will for every Christian and that it may
be obtained’by faith, which releases God's healing power. Roberts, in
theory, accepts the medical profession as God's instrument of healing,
although, as far as can be dete&ﬁined, he never incorporates the use of
the profession in his actual divine healing ministry. He asserts that
divine healing can go beyond the natural laws to which the madical

& & & 9 5 @

1. Roberts, If You Need Healing Do These Things, pe 93e
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profession is limited and is therefore: more complete in its healing.
Roberts carries on a fruitful divine healing ministry in a
non~denominational situation. His healing services are incorporated
into his evangelistic-healing meetings and may have hundreds of the
siclé participating. Roberts' emphasis is on himself as healer because
he believes that God has given him healing power in a wmnique éense in

his right hand..



CHAPTER ITI
A COMPARTSON OF THE LIFE, BELIEFS AND MINISTRY
' OF WEATHERHEAD AND OF ROBERTS
'AS RELATED TO DIVINE HEALING




Ao R TR WEE TEE BN TN EE T BT O EE I B O EeE e I e e e

CHAPTER IIT
A COMPARISON OF THE LIFE, BELIEFS AND MINISTRY
OF WEATHERIFAD AND OF ROBERTS
AS RELATED TO DIVINE HEALING

Ao Inbroduction

This chapter will endeavor to examine the characterigbics and
qualities of the life; beliefs and minigtry both of Weatherhead and of
Roberts in relation to divine healing. It will seek to point up signifi-
cant resemblances and differences in order that the reader may have a
clearer understanding of divine healing as revealed by a comparabive
sﬁudy of the two men. Tt 1s also the purpose of this chapter to help the
reader to come to his own conclusions concerning his personal beliefs and
pfactice*in relation to divine healing.

There will be an attempt on the part of the writer to show no
bias in this chapter. Weatherhead will usually be mentioned first in
each comparison simply because of the order and arrangement of the thesis.
Footnotes will be omitted because each erea of comparison will follow the

same order in which 1t appears in Chapters I and IX.

B. A Comparigon of the Life
of Weatherhead and of Roberts

The events of Weatherhead's 1life led naturally to a divine
healing ministry with an emphagis on psychological understanding and aid,

He vas born into the congervative atmosphere of England in the late

lfm
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1800g.. An excellent education ahd’a diseciplined army background
equipped him for methodical study and practice of divine healing., Work
dones with a psychological study group of ministerg and doctors afforded
oypartunity‘to'learn to correlete both pgychliatric trestment and divine
haalingm Weatherhead incorporsted a divine healing program into hig
minigtry becauge of an objective conviction that the commiggion of Jesus
to heal the sick was being disregarded by His church and needed serious
consideration. Today, Weatherhead is well-knowun in the field of divine
Healing, especially among doctors and ministers who emphasize, as he
does, the impartance'of the psychological aspect of divine healing.

| Roberts'early life also led in a natural manner to his bellefs
and ministry related to divine healing, beliefs which have grown
primarily from his OEnrstudy’and experience and @ minigbry centered on
himself'&s*a;uﬁiqpe,insfrﬁmeht of healing. He was borm into the less
restricting environment of a western rural American home at the close
of World Wer I. There was no oppcrtﬁnity for acquiring extensive
collegiate training., An emotional but sincere experience led Roberts
to begin pastorate work in his late teens and later to leave his church
end ﬁc’dévelop an independent divine healing minigtry.. Roberts, too,
is well;knoﬁn for hig divine healing ministry, especially among those
of the Pentecostel denominatlons.

Though this study reveals contrasts in the backgrounds, early

mstivﬁtions to a healing minigtry, church agsociations and thoge to whon

ﬁhey minister, yet both are concermed about healing the body and mind

‘as well as the spirit and have been ingtrumentel in carrying out this

purpose.
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C.. A Comparigon of the Beliefs of Weatherhead and Roberts

as Related to Divine Healing

I, Christ¥s Healing Ministry

Both Weatherhead and Roberts sgtresg the importance of Jesust
ninistry of hesling and the direct relation of His ministry to their
own.. The différenﬁtemphasis each places on Christ's ministry is
reflected in their own beliefs and practices. Weatherhead stresses
the psychological, as well ag supernatural, bases for the ministry of
Christ and therefore for his own minigtry. Roberts views Christ's
minigtry as almost tobally supernatural and therefore does not attempt
to analyze to any great extent how Christ's miracles were wrought, nor
How they occur in his own ministry. ‘

Weatherhead's explanation of Christ's ability to heal has to
do with His suyernaﬁural wnderstanding of the problems of men and Hig
divine skill in using God's laws to bring healing to the sick. Roberts
explaing that Jesus had, within His being, healing power which was
released when the sick placed their faith in Him,

Weatherhead believes that Christians today may have the same
healing power if their lives are: lived on as high a2 plane as Jesus' wes
gnd if they love men with as disciplined a devotion as He loved them.
Inherent in Roberts! belief is the idea that Christ transmitted His
power to his followers, so that, they too, could heal with supernatural.

pover, 4g. He did.

2. Cod's Will Regarding Tlness

Weatherhead and Roberts are both agreed that illness is not
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the will of God. However, ﬁhe:premise'upan which each bases his con-
clusions, varies. Woatherhead belleves thet health is God's ideal will
for every creaturé'because He has created the body to be the perfect
instrument of the spirit. Thus, the healthy body can best fulfill the
purpose for which it was m&d@w‘ Roberts reasons that illness could not
be the will of God‘bécause the two are diametrically opposed. God ig
good and gickness is evil; therefore, God caulé have nothing %o db with
sickness,

| Although Weatherhead's initial premise that illness is not the
will of God is similar to Roberts', ho goes on to qualify his belief.
Higs idea is that illness can be within the gecondary will of God and
used to fulfill His purposes. Weatherhead maintains that God placed
man in a situation which contained the possibility of sin and sickness
in order that men might voluntarily trust his God despite temptation
and gicknessge. Thus, dekcan and does use illness to cause many of Hig
saints to grow in character. Enberté does not attempt to deal with the
problem of the many faithful, trusting Christiang who Have prayed for
healing and yet rémain iTl.

Both men use: Scripture to prove their beliefs concerning the
ﬁill of God regarding illness. Roberts uses more Scriptural proof than
Weatherhead doeg but his interpretation is questionable: and far less
dependable than Weatherhead's. Wéatherhead‘S“use of ILuke 13:16 ig more:
convineing than Roberts! use of Acts 10338 as proof that sickness Is
the work of Satan.

Though Roberts' belief does not contain the paradox that

Weatherhead's does, he has :mo comfort to offer Christians who heve
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trusted God for their illness and yet are not healed.

3. The: Place of Prayer

The diverse: beliefs concerning the place of prayer in the
healing of the sick point up significant differences bebtween Weatherhead
and Roberts. To Weatherhead, the purpose of prayer is to bring the
patient into closer communion with God and in harmony with His will.
His belief is hased on the conviction that much illness is due to g
unity and digharmony with God, He: says that prayer for unity brings
healing as a by-product in many, though not all, cases. Roberts
believes that the primary purpose of prayer for healing, as pointed
out’ in a chapter entitled "How to Write Your Own Ticket withGod", is
simply that access to the power of God may be obtained in order to
gain healing,

Weatherhead believes ’chat God brings about healing through
natural channels, Prayer on the part of others iIs nmade effective
becaunge God turns their concern J‘in‘!ﬁo an ghbtitude of courage and their
Tove into belief on the part of the patient. He speaks: of prayer as
bringing aboul an atmosphere of optinism, courage and the will to be
well which in furn begins to bring ebout, through natursl though not
understandable or comprehendable chanmels, health to the body.

Roberts'emphasis is not upon the way God brings about healing
through preyer, as Weatherhead's is. Rather, higs beliefs center around
why God answers prayer for healing. He maintains that hesling will not
be accomplished If man does not prove his f5ith by perseverance in

pmyer.~ If one's atititude is right, God will answer prayer for healing,




though the answer may be delayed for a times
Both Heé;therhead‘ and Roberts agree gbout the importance of
prayer in divine Healing; Both commect the efféctiveness of prayer to

a fundamental right relationship with Gode

Ly The Place of I«‘a:!.th |

Weatherhead defines faith as tho response of the whole being
to God by which man comes into & personal relationship with Him, To
Roberts, faith Iz an enbity {ﬁii;hin the Chrigtian which, when releasged,
mekes the power of God available,.

Faith, according to Weatherhoad, based on a personal relation—
ship with Jesus Christ, is sgtrengthened by knowing Him, feeling Him
and being willing to do what Ilo asks.. Roberts also believes tlat
Tove and obedience are necessary aids to faith. He adds that faith
cannot beseffecﬁt:&efo: healing if there is the presence of sine
Another wey of strengthening i‘é,ith,l dc:c:ording to Roberts, is by setling
a tlme lmi:b in which healing will take place because the: quicker one
believes,; the strbnger one's faith will become.. Roberts. also extiorts:
Christians to turn thelr faith Toose in order to strengthen faith Bub
explanation of this idea is not givem. .

Both men bring out the fact that faith must be placed In
the Person of Jesus Christ. Weatherhead stresses the fact that falith
that brings healing ig faith thet Christ will bring the sick into unity
with ‘Him,qeflf, with the understanding that this may or may not oring
healing, according to His will, Roberts also emphasizes that God brings
healing to those who love Him. However, to him, the primary place of

faith in the ministry of divine healing is to achiove health..



Yeatherhead thinks that the amount of foith of an individusl
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Zmportant as the fact thet his faith enables God to accor

heelings In other words, the psychologlieal frame of nind produced by

aith ig an execellent charnmel through which God brings about physi

e

healing by using Hls laws. Roberts erphamizes the supernztural aspech
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God's power and thus releases bhe healing DoweT.

5 The Ploace of the Church

To Weathorhead, the place of the church in divine healing is
of primery importance.  The healer merely serves as a contach point

@

betwoen the m»’f ent and the church, made up of a group of Christians

who are interceding for him. Hesling is nmade possible through thelr

united and loving intercession. Ti&barw , on the other hand, seldon

1 Iy L pt | o T
LWL GH.LIN, e

mentions the place of the clurch in relebion To dix

does make limited reference to the importance and efficacy of corporate

believing for the healing of the sick, Bub his nogt significant refer-
3

ence: to the place of the chureh concerns & gpecific church. He believos

R . 2 - 5 s ’ S X oo
that the chorch which ig post effective in divine henling ig of the

Pontecostal type of denomination,

Both Weatherhead and Roberts critlcize the nodern church for
having losh, to a great extent, the power to leale
the church for heving lost its former devobtion to  Jesgus Christ, thus
lesving His heeling power woappropristed. Ioberts says thot the church
today has spiritualised Christ's healing niracles and, as a result,

offers only gpiritual helpe

' o e e TR
Wentherhend does not feel thot his
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world be effective withoub the prayer bacling and loving coneern of the

Christians in his church., ZRoberbeg never mentiong a need for the

hipg minigbry of divine healline. He

Loy

intercession of obther bellevers in
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iod works through hinm on an individuel basise

be The Place of the ledical Profession

.

Yonthorhoad and Roberis believe that the

B

ig important in the ministry of healing becausge, oo

God uges the medical profession asg well as divine heeling to restore

.

However, bthelr similarity in belief goes no further. Weabthere

head points out that since all healing is of God, all that man can do
ilg co-operate with IHim in the relevant wey, whether 1t be by divine

-

healing or by the med

W

cal profession. Hoberts belleves that healing®
by prayer and faith is of grester value than hesling by the nedical
profession. Where faith is lacki o, the medical profession rust be
resorted to but it cannot cure as completely as divine healinge Divine

ad s

is able b0 go beyond the naburel law to vhichthe medical

@ -

Weatherhead worlks inis.,.rm“i,al:; with the medicnl profossion.

£

lle feels that divinechealing can be better acconplighed wlen he works
with doctors and has as complete a humen mﬂamtaﬂ’;?g of the patient's
problen as possible, Prayer and advice can, thus, be nmore discerning.

Because Roberts leaves the effecting of healing totally in the hands of

God, he gees no need for working with the medicel profession. Im fact,
he prefers nol Yo have deal :mf*c.: with ke medicnl profession since ils

heslings cannot accomplish as much as divine heallng alone.




Te Problens
ae Limits of Divine Healing
Weathorhesd belleves thot there are linmits to what divine
healing can achiem in the human body, though he qualifies this by
shtating that no one knows enough to decide vhere the 1lindt is., IHs
h@iﬁeﬁf in éivmne heeling ig peyrowed by his pgmerbtion that it le
. -

inefTective vwhen there ls demage of physical tissve. However, he

Faba ™

leaves o loophole for himself by stating that he cannot deny that such

.

healing 1s not impessible though not probable and even mentions case

ristories in which there has been healing of damaged tlssues.

Ly

.

Roberts places no linite on divine healling

that he, in his own minlgbry of divine healing, hag

1,

limitation. Thus, there is a gap bebween i his belief
which no explanabion is given.
be Unsuccessful Atterpts

Both mepn adrit bto having esperiencal unsuccessful abttenpbs 2t

praving for divine healing. Weather! ﬁemd ligte three possible reagons,
quite different from those Hoberts gives. According to Weetherhead, the

A4

iliness may fall into the category nentioned previously In which divine

healing is nobt the relevant way of treating the disease; perhaps be-

cause there is physical damage. Or, there ey not be enouzh faith and

love in the pebierntd and/or in those who are interceding for
Both cases, the solublon depends on learning more of whal the laws of

tod are and under what conditions they operate. The third possibility

1 N " - 17T b . 1 R PN T, .

is that it mey not be God's will o heal the patient. Tor exarple,
- " e =4 EA PO e Lo 7

Weatherhead says, Paul was not given a reason for his unsuccessiul
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D. A COmparison of the Ministry of Weatherhead and of Roberts

a8 Related to Divine Healing

1ls Healing Services
2. Selection of the Patient

Weatherhead tekes great care in seleéting those who are to
take part in hig healing servicegs. The patient is interviewed by
Weatherhead himgelf and contact with the patient's doctor is made.
Along with this, he also feelg the importance of followéup"wnrk andk
final medical proof thalt the healing was séund. Roberta' erphasls is
on reaching as many of the sick as possible and therefore he sees no
reason to limit or select the patients who take part in his healing
meetings. Thus, while Weatherhcad may pray for one or two people,
Roberts may pray for thousands in a healing service,

be Types of Healing Services

The diverse types of healing services held by the twe nen
reflect their differences in bellef,

The purpose for which the healing meetings are held ig varied.
In Weatherhead's service, everything is almed toward bringing the
patient inbto a greater unity with God by the dedication and surrender
of hig life, with healing a secondary aim, To Robertd, the purpose of
the healing service is that the sick be encouraged to have faith and to
believ e that God will use Roberts as His instrument for thelr healing.

There ig nothing similar in the context of the service.
Weatherhead carries on his healing ministry in his own well-established
church, among those he knows and who lmow him, Because of the nature of
his ministry, Roberts works among strangers most of the time. WHis

usual procedure is to travel from place to place, holding ten-day,
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wide differences. Pundanental beliefs were often similar, such as
the'impartaace\bf healing‘in;Cbrist's minigtry, God's will rezarding
illness and the place of the méﬁical profegsion in divine healing.

But the reasons fof thege beliefs were strikingly different. COther
important beliefs were completely divergent, such as the place of faith
and the place of the church in a divine healing ministry.

Becauge of so pany dissimilarities in belief, the minisbries
of the two men are oppogite to one ahatherm ubstanding factors are
ideas concerning the ideal size of a healing service and the importance
of the healer. Weatherhead feels that a healing ministry can be mogt
beneficial if it deals primarily with individual needs on a personal
basis. Thus, he limits his healing services to as few participants as
pcssible;vvweaﬁherhead‘s major role in a healing service is as a point
of contact for his church of praying and dedicated Christians., In
contrast, Roberts believes that he bas been given the responsibility
of reaching as many of the gick ag possible and therefore atiempbs to
deal with as great a‘numbér of the sick as he can, at each healing
service. He has the convietlion that his special ministry is the use

of a unique healing power which God has given to him in his right arm.
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STMARY AND CONCIUSTON

A, Sumary

This thesls hes purposed to compare the life, beliefs and

minisgtry of Weatherhead and of Roberts as related to éivine healing.

The life, beliefs and ministry of each men were studied in Chapters

I and IT with liberal use of quotes in order that Qoﬁ ohly the bare

ideas mey be studied but also the feelingg and modes of expreésion of
both. A comparative study wés madé in ChaptérfIiI of the two in relation
to diviﬁe healing; significent aspects of divine healing,as~revealed

by the comparison were brought out,

The gtudy of the life of Weatherhead revesled that his broad
experience and educatién géve hin greater ability to reason out and
express his beliefs and ministry of divine healing. e tended to be
somevhat ambiguous in certaln beliefs, for exomple, in relation to the
divine and psychological aspects of Christ's healing ministry as well
as his oun ministry énd also in relation to God's will regarding illness,
Cn the other hand, Weatherhead rmade an effort to explain, by these
very amﬁiguities, certain aspects of divine healing which are constantly
perplexing fo man, such as, wman's place and importance in divine healing
end elgo a satisfying answer for sick and suffering Christians who pray
seemingly as faithfully for heeling as others who ere healed, yet health
is never restored. Weatherhead's practice of healing was found to be,
for the most part, a divine healing ninistry which acknowledged

supernatural powers at work. IHis ministry of healing had a wholesome

—~60-
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emphagis om bringing the patient first into unity with God, believing
that healing would usually be the natural gsequel. Notably, Weatherhsad's
minigtry is carried on in a church situation with responsibility

agsigned to the congregation as well as to himself for the ministry of

‘divine healing.

The: study of the 1life of Roberts revealed that his beliefs
énd'ministry have arisen out of a background of independence and
unusual personal experience, Consequently, his beliefg are the result
of individual study and interpretatioﬁ and his ministry is almost
totally independent. Roberts' explanation of his beliefs was rather
unclear in a number of instances, for example in his interpretation
of Bible verses as proof of his theory concerning God's will in regard
to illness and also, In his explanation of the meaning of faith and
how it is effective. Hig beliefs were limited in several important
areas, such ag In the place of prayer and especially the place of the
church in the ministry of divine healing. 4 gbudy of the minigbry of
Boberts disclosed a man with a sincere degire to heal as many of the
sick as possible, yel bearing the responsibility alone becausc he
believes that he has been commissioned by God to do this work and that
he has been given special power to accompligh it, Therefore, his
healing services are focuged upon himself and, because of the large
crowds which he allows to attend the healing service, the patient is
exposed to the attention of sometimes thousands of people.

The comparative study of the life, beliefs and ministry of
Weatherhead and Roberts in relation to divine healing revealed gignificant

similarities and differences. Similarities were, primarily, in the
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area of broad, general principles in the field of divine healing.
Differences becams apparent vhen specific reaéon5~for beliefs and
rationale for ministrics were given. Both men spoke Qith deep . con=-
viction in the presentation Qf ﬁheir ideas, though Weatherhead proved
%o be far more undersﬁandabiekan&chﬁ?incing.v A major contrast was the
concept each had of his personal relationship with God and his own
importance in his divine healibg ﬁinisﬁry¢u Weatherhead expressed an
awvareness of the neeékfor a close an& intinate relationship with God,
without which, he - though simbly an instrument of the church —-could
nbt be effective in his ministry. Roberts believes that he is indis—
pensable in his own divine healing ministry and tends to give the
inpression thet prayer is offered and faith is exercised only in order
to gain healing, A comparison of the lives of the two men revealed that
divine healing is practiced by‘both the educated and the less well-edu~—
cated, though ways of expressing such a ministry resulted from environ-

ment and experience.

B Conclusion

Ag a result of the study of this thesis, the writer believes:
that the following conclusions may be drawn:

1, In the light of the study of his life, beliefs and
ministry in relation to divine healing and the comparison made with
Weatherhead, the writer féals that Roberts menifests an obvious lack of
knowledge of Scriptural principles and valid Christian experience in
relation to the various aspects of divine healing which were studied

and is, therefore, frequently unscripturel end illogicel. I% is



believed, however, thab he is a man of God and sincere in his beliefs
and ministry. |

| 2;»ﬁéatherhead, in generél, is carrying on a divine healing
ministry which is de?endable, seeningly Scriptural (as far as this thesis
hes gone in its study) and valid in the light of Christlan experience.

. 3. Though there are weaknesses in both men, yet the desire

vhich éacthas, to bring healing’to the whole man — to body and mind
as well as spirit - as well as the confidence in God's will and
power to accomplish this, expresses an aspect of Christian faith and
1life which should become a part of the life of every follower of

Jesus Christe

In the light of this study, it is suggested that a more
generalized(and cémple%e stuﬂy be made of the expanding interest and
work today in theffieldiof divine healing in the Christian church with
a view to enumsrating g;neral‘principles which nay be applied %o the

individual Christian life.
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