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INTRODUCTION 

.A, The Subject. 

1, The Subject Stated and Delimited. 

Two consequences of the religious freedom which the 

church has enjoyed in America are revivalism and denominationalism. 

Revivalism has been one of the distinguishing oharacteristics of 

American Protestantism. Its religious revivals have been the 

greatest single factor contributing to the growth and strength of 

the church in this country. The,periods in the church's history 

in which the most progress has been made are those in which 1 ts 

revivals have occurred. One American church historian has said 

concerning the ~elationShip which exists between revivalism and 

the church: 

"For almost two hundred years it is revivalism more than aey 
other_ phenomena that has supplied the landmarks in our relig
ious history - the undulations, upheavals, points of departure, 
and lines of continuity." 2 

Therefore, it is necessary to have a knowledge of the revivals 

which have accompanied and influen9ed its development in order to 

understand the history of the Protestant Church in America, lia.ny 

remarkable revivals have made their appearance upon the American 

scene. Among the most notable of these have been The Great .Awaken-

ing of the eighteenth century, The Second Awa.kening, or The Great 

Revival as it is sometimes called, of the early nineteenth century, 

• • • • • • • • 
le Henry Kall6oh Rowe, The History of Religion in the United 

States, PP• 56-58. 
2. Peter G. Mode, The Frontier Spirit in American Christianity,p. 41. 

2 
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The Prayer-meeting Revival o£ 1857, and the Moody-Sankey revivals 

of the late nineteenth cen~. 

Denominationalism has exerted a great influence upon the 

li£e and work o£ the Church in America. ~e various denominations, 

although striving to attain unto a common goal, have frequently 

adopted different means in order to accomplish their purpose. Re-

vivalis.m has been employed at frequent intervals by the several 

denominations as an agency £or the building up of the church and 

£or the extension of its influence. All of the most notable reviv-

ala have been interdenominational in character, but each one has 

been influenced b,y, or has influenced, one particular denomination, 
. . 

or group o£ denominations, to the partial exclusion o£ the others. 

This study will be limited to a consideration o£ the 

Second Awakening as it occurred in Kentucky and the relationship 

whiCh existed between this western phase of the revival and the 

Presbyterian Church. It is the purpose o£ this study to consider 

the Eentucky revival o£ 1800 £rom the Presbyterian standpoint,i.e., 
- - .. 

to discover and trace, in so £ar as possible, the influence which 

the Presbyterian Churah exerted upon the revival and also the 

effects o£ the revival upon the church. 

2. The Subject Explained and Justified. 

As stated above, in this study the attention will be 

focused upon the Second Awakening as it appeared on the frontier. 

This particular revival has been chosen because of the important 

place which it occupies in the chronicles of American Revivalism;. 



"!l!he story of this great revival is the story of the rema.r:k!
able rebirth of aggressive eva~elical Christianity in America 
••• It was the first great revival Vihiah came to the United 
States of' America after it had become an independent nation • 
• • • Historians call this "The Great Revivaln "• l 

The tel'm "Great Revival", when applied to the Second Awakening~' 

is not misleading, for -

"In view of' the remarkable results Vihiah attended the Awalmning 
of 1800, its salutary and long-continued influence upon the 
religious lif'e of the .American republic, the wide scope of' the 
territory covered and the numbers which were reached by its 
quickening power, this revival was f'ully as remarkable as aey
whioh ever refreshed the life of' the churches on the American 
continent." 2 

Strange manifestations attended the frontier phase of 

the revival, and for this reason ma~ students of revivalism 

center their attention upon this particular aspect of the movement. 

Due to the "fury of excitement" which attended the western revival 

m&lJ¥ think of' it only in that light, but the western phase of the 

Second Awakening was selected for this study because of the revolu-

tiona.ry and abidi:ug results which were wrought by it. The religious 

and moral tone of the frontier country was completely chaDged because 

of this remarkable awakening which swept over it during the years 

1797 to 1805. 

The P!oesbyt-er!a:ns, Method.:!.s ts, and. .Baptists "all had ::. 

part" in this great movement, but it was in frontier Presbyterian 

cougregations that the :revival had its origin. 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Arthur B. Strickland,- The Great American Revival, P• 15. 
2. Frank Grenville Beardsley, A History of .American Revivals:, 

P• 107. 
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"'l!he Great Revival was born in Jrentuclcy' among the Presbyterians 
in their precommu.nion preparatory services." l 

'l!hus to the Presbyterian Church goes the credit for launching the 

western revival movement and though other denomiDations entered 

into the work as the revival progressed the Presbyterians were more 

or less closely identified with it throughout its existence. It 

is therefore reasonable to expect that each, the revival and the 

Presbyterian Church, had certain definite effects upon the other:, 

and such was the case. First, the membership of the church was 

increased because of the revival. Second, the revival proved to 

be influential uin the developnent of the several departments of 

labor ••• which we now denomi:nate the Boards of the Presbyterian 
2 " 

Church. 11 'l!hird, two grea. t schisms occurred. in the Presbyterian 

Church as a result of the disorders and disputes which grew out 

of the revival movement. 

'l!he unique but close relationship which existed between 

this great awakening in its different stages and the Presbyterian 

Church justifies a closer study of the influence which was mutually 

exerted. In order to understand the church as we have it today it. 

is necessary to have a knowledge of those forces in history which 

determined its present state. 'l!he Second Awakening, especially in 

its western phase, was one of those forces Which helped to deter-

mine the present state of this great church. It is also necessary 

to understand the forces 'Which are responsible for, and operative 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Strickland, op. cit., P• as. 
2. William Speer, The Great Revival of lSOO, P• 76. 



-6-

in, an:; great movement such as the Second Awakening to be able to 

understand. the movement itself. ~erefore, if the purpose of this 

studf whioh is to discover and trace the true relationship whiCh 

existed between the Great Western Revival of 1800 and the Presby

terian Ohuroh is achieved. the studf i ts~lt is justified. 

B. ~e Method of Treating the Subject. 

In the course ot this stud¥ the subject will be divided 

into three main sections. The first section will deal with the 

development of the Second Awakening. This section will include a 

survey ot the background out of Which the revival came as well as 

an account of its beginning and ·spread. Special attention will 

be focused upon the revival as 1 t appeared in Kentucky. The second 

section of the stud¥ will deal with the Presbyterian Church and its 

relation to the KentuCky revival. Here both the position of the 

church prior to 1800, and the developnent ot the church in the west·, 

particularly as it was ·associated with the revival will be dealt 

with. In this section the lives and works ot some of the great re

vival leaders will be considere4. The last section of our stud¥ 

will deal with the effect of the revival upon the church, the new 

denominations coming out of the Presbyterian Church, the deepened 

spiritual lite ot the church, and the influence of the revival upon 

the organized activities of the churoh. 

o. The Sources tor StUd¥ • 

~e sources for our stud¥ are drawn chiefly from history. 

These historical sources may be divided into two groups: first, 



_,_ 

those dealing primarily with the revival, and second, those dealing 

with the developnent of' the Presbyterian Ohurch in the United 

States of' America. In each instance these two divisions may be 

subdivided into primary and secondary sources. The primary sources 

consist in descriptions of' the revival taken from letters and other 

records written by eye witnesses; minutes of' the General Assembly; 

minutes of' the $ransylvania and'Oumberland Presbyteries; session 

records of' some frontier Presbyterian Churches, and sermons preach

ed during this period. 
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OHAPTERONE 

THE HISTORICAL llEVELO:E'ME1iT OF THE GREAT MI!ERICAN REVIVAL 

In order to fully understand any given situation it is 

necessary to have a knowledge of the conditions out of which that 

situation arose. Therefore, it is ~possible to be well acquainted 

with any one movement in history without being familiar with the 

background of that movement. 

It is the purpose of this chapter to prepare the way for 
' 

our study of the"Western Revival of 1800 in its Relatioru , :; to 

the Presbyterian Church: This purpose is accomplished in two ways; 

first·, by providing the general baak:ground out of mich the revival 

movement came, and second, by tracing the historical development 

of this great movement from its earliest appearance on the Atlantic 

Seaboard to its emergence as a deciding factor in determining the 

destiny of the new West. 

A. The American Scene Just Prior to the Nineteenth Century, 

Religious revivals have always made their appearance 
' .. ~ 

upon the American scene at a tlme::when they were sorely needed. 

There have been those periods in the history of the Uni te4 States 

men the moral and spir!_tual life of the people was at such a low 

level as to make a revival of religion a "national neoessity.tt 

1. The Great Awakening and Its Influence upon American Life. 

The Great Awakening of the middle decades of the eig'h teen-

th century came at a time when it was muoh needed because of the 

-9-
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steady decline in the spiritual and moral life of the people of 

the colonies. In a letter written by Jonathan Edwards in mieh 

he tells of conditions mich existed in :Northampton about 1730 

he says: 

•• It seemed to be 'a time of extraordinary dullness in religion: 
licentiousness for some years greatly prevailed among the youth 
of the town; they were m~ of them very much addicted to night 
walking, and frequenting the tavern, and lewd. practices, where
in some by their example exceedingly corrupted others." l 

This situation was not limited to a:ny one section of the country, 

tor there was a general drift away from religion. 

The Great Awakening aroused the colonists to an appre-

ciation of the spiritual and moral values in life, and influenced 

the social and religious activities of the people in all of the 

colonies. The outstanding revivalists were Edwards, the Tennants 

and Wh.i tfield. 

"The results of the Great Awak~ning were momentous and 

far-reaching", for the membership of the church was increased and 
. ~ 

1 ts spiritual life w.:1s quickened; interest was renewed in missions 

and educational advancement, and a direct influence was brought to 

bear upon the principle and practice of religious libert.1 in the 
3 

colonies. 

2. The Decline in the Moral and Spiritual Life of the .American 
People and the Factors Contributing to this Decline. 

Individual revivals did not cease with the close of the 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Jonathan Edwards, The Works of President Edwards, Vol.III, P• 232. 
2. Beardsley, op. cit., P• 64. 
3. Of. ibid., P• 64-68. 
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Great Awakening, but general interest in religious and spiritual 

matters reached a new low level toward the end of the century. At 

least two powerful agencies were responsible for this degraded 

condition of society. 'lhasa were: the two wars in which t.lte colon-

ies engaged during the latter hal:f' o:f' the eighteenth century, and 

the influence o~ European thought and belief upon the religious 

and intellectual li:f'e of the American people. 

a. The Influence of the French and Indian and the 
Revolutionary Wars upon American Society. 

The colonies were engaged in almost constant warfare 

from 1756, the opening year of the French and Indian War, to 1783~ 

the closing year o:f' the American Revolution. lhring this long 

period of warfare -

"Congregations were scattered, churches had been left pastor
less and in ma~ instances entirely destitute of religious 
services ••• ChurCh organizations, moreover, had settled 
down into a state of apathy and active e:f':f'orts :for the propa
gation of religion had ceased." 1 

Since war is so unfriendly to religion it is not surpris-

ing to :find that the decade and a hal:f' :following the American 

Revolution, marked by decadence in religion and morals, was one of 
2 

spiritual deadness among American churches. 

b. The Influence of French Deistic Philosophy upon 
American Thought and Be 11 ef. 

The French philosophy o:f' the period was the second agency 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Beardsley, op. cit., P• 77. 
2. Sweet, The Story o:f' Religions in America, p. 322. 
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that exerted a detrimental influence upon the religious life of 

the young republic. French Deism invaded the United States and 

reCl4lited many followers among Whom were some of the influential 

political and intellectual leaders. Deism was a popular doctrine. 

in England during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 

ttQat of England .Deism was born to France by Voltaire, mere it 
became the creed of nearly all the skeptics Who labored at the 
Encyclopaedia and the new philosophy of naturalism and humanit.y. 
From various directions the doctrine came to America, spreading 
among the intellectual leaders of the American Revolution." l 

To imitate the disrespect of these leaders for religion and their 

glorification of the reason, became a tad in this country. 

"The open and avowed. infidelity of Paine, and of other writers 
of the same character, produced incalculable injury to religion 
and morals throughout our Whole country; and its effects on the 
minds of young men who valued. themselves on their genius, and 
were fond of novel speculations, was the greatest of all. 11 2 

Thus the damaging influence of French thought left 1 ts 

stamp upon American social and religious life during the closing 

decades of the century. The Americans idolized and imitated the 

French to the extent that many Jacobin clubs and societies of the 
3 

Illuminati came into existence in all parts of the nation. On 

the frontier towns were named for leaders of the French "new 

thought" movement. 

3. Social Conditions in the East at the Close of the Eighteenth 
Century. 

During the closing decades of the eighteenth century it 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Charles A. and Mary R. Beard, The Rise of American Civilization, 
P• 448. 

2. Ashbel Green, Letter XVII; in William B. Sprague, Lectures on 
Revivals of Religion, p •. 342. 

3. Cf. Sweet, 'fue Story of Religions in America, P• 322. 
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became increasingly evident that a spiritual revival would be neo-

essary to Check the rapid decline whiCh American Christianity was 

then experiencing.- There was a general breakdown in the moral and 
l 

spiritual life of the people in the older settlements. Religious 

values and practices were no longer appreciated; in fact, infidel-

1ty, uin its most coarse and brutal form, sneered at religion and 
2 

scoffed at morality." One American churCh historian has said co~ 

earning the spiritual life of the ChurCh in this period: 

ttThe closing years of the eighteenth century show the lov.est 
low-water mark of the ebb-tide of spiritual life in the history 
of the American ChurCh." 3 

The facts of history witness to the appropriateness of 

this serious indictment. The decline was characteristic of all 

classes of society. According to Dr. Ashbel Green there were only 
4 

two professed Christians in the student bo~ of Princeton in 1782. 

Dllring this same period there was but one professed Christian 

among the students of Bowdoin. 

"Lyman Beecher who was a student at Yale College in 1795, de
scribes in his interesting "Reminiscences•• the religious condi
tion in the college at the time. He sayss "The College was in 
a most ungodly state. The college Church was extinct. Most 
of the students were skeptical and rowdies were plenty."" 5 

This extensive spiritual deadness made itself manifest in many 

ways. 

u ••• the General Court of MassaChusetts boldly said the 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Cf. Strickland, op. cit., P• 25. 
2. Beardsley, op. cit,, p. 81. 
3. Leonard Woolsey Bacon, A History of American Christianity, p. 230. 
4. Sprague, op. cit., P• 342. 
5. Sweet, Story of Religions in America, p. 323. 
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Sabbath was too long. Country members demanded a Sabbath of 
thirty-six hours; the town members would give but eighteen, 
and had their way. The effect was soon apparent. levity, pro
faneness, idle amusements, and Sabbath breaking increased in 
the towns with fearful rapid! ty." l 

The following portrait of commonly existing religious 

conditions in the country is contained in the Pastoral Letter of 

the General Assembly in 1798: 

"The evidences of our guilt are, unhappily, too numerous 
and glaring. We perceive with pain and fearful apprehensiori, 
a general derel~ction of religious principle. and practice 
amongst our fellow citizens ••• The profligacy and corruption 
of the public morals have advanced with a progress proportioned 
to our declension in :religion. Profaneness, pride, luxur,y, in
jY,stioe~;',intempe:rance,.- lewdness, and every species of debauchery 
and loose indulgence greatly abound." 2 

4. Social Conditions on the Frontier at the Close of the Eighteenth 
Century. 

Since the moral and spiritual decline in the seaboard 

states 'vas so great it is little wonder that the situation was 

even more deplorable in the frontier states. The agencies Which 

were so actively engaged in the disintegration of religious influ-

ence in the Eastern States were also at work in the new West, and 

in addition to these the "natural restraints" of religion which 

constituted an important factor in the lives of the settlers while 

they were yet in their native lands were almost entirely lacking 

on the frontier. 

• • • • • • • • 
1. John Bach McMaster, A History of the People of the United 

States, P• 566. 
2. Minutes of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 

the United States of .America, A.D. 1789 to 1820 inclusive~· 
P• 153. 

,. 



a. The Frontier Settlers. 

The original settlers of this frontier section were for 

the most part of Scotch-Irish stock. Toward the beginning of the 

eighteenth century they had settled in Pennsylvania, but between 

1730 and the Revolutionary War many of them accompanied. by other 

groups of settlers advanoed up Virginia's famous Shenandoah Valley 
l 

and took possession of the "u~country of Virginia and the Carolinas." 

Here they were reinforced by those of thei'!" own kind who had come 

westward across Virginia from the coast. 

"Thus by the middle of the eighteenth century a new section 
had been created in America, a kind of peninsula thrust down 
from Pennsylvania between the falls of the rivers of the South 
Atlantic colonies on one side and the Allegheny mountains on 
the other." 2 

Toward the close of the war this group pushed past the 

settled regions again, Onoe more they entered the wilderness and 

in spite of the tremendous odds against them they succeeded in 

crossing the mountains into Kentucky. They made their first per-

manent settlement in KentuCky in l77o, and by the end of the year 

the region was in the pe.nnanent possession of this hard¥ band of 
"' 

pioneers. For the first few years the settlement of Kentucky 

progressed very slowly, but by 1784 "the population \vas .numbered 

by the thousands, and each month brought hu,ndreds of new settlers 

over the mountains from Virginia and the Carolinas, or down the 
3 

Ohio from Pennsylvania and New Jers$ye" 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Fredrick Jackson Turner, The Frontier in American History, p. 164. 
2. Ibid., P• 164. 
3. William Warren Sweet, Religion on the American Frontier, Vol. II, 

The Presb,yterians, P• 22. 
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Many of those mo followed the first settlers were of 

an entirely different strain• for it was not long until law-

breakers of all types emigrated to Kentucky to escape the penalty 

of their crimes. 

b. ~e Low Level of F.rontier Society. 

With the influence of religion almost entirely removed 

from the lives of this mixed group of settlers. '· _c; especially 

when the adverse influences were so strong, it is not surprising 

that Peter Cartwright wrote as follows concerning Logan County, 

Kentucky, when he arrived there in 1793& 

"Logan County ••• was called "Rogues Harbor". Here many 
refugees, from almost all parts of the Union, fled to escape 
justice; for although there was law, yet it could not be ex
ecuted, and it was a desperate state of society. Murderers, 
horse thieves, highway robbers, and counterfeiters fled here 
until they combined and actually formed a majority." 1 

In the same year, 1793, the Kentucky Legislature ''dispensed 
2 

wl th the services of a chaplain, deeming it unnecessary." 

T.b.us in Kentucky., as in the East~ both the people and 

the representatives of the people were so quickly forsaking the 

Christian principles of their f'athers upon which the new republic:~ 

their home, had been founded. 

5. ~e General Condition of American Society at the Turn of 
the Century. 

The condition of spiritual and moral bankruptcy was 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Peter Cartwright, The .Autobiography of Peter Cartwright, P• 24. 
2. Strickland, op. cit., P• 34. 
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nation wide. Abuse was heaped upon the church from every side and 

it naturallY followed that dishonest.1 and tmmorality increased in 

the same proportion as the disregard and disrespect for Christianity 

grew. Washington must have had this general situation in mind when, 

in delivering his farewell address in 1797, he said: 

t'• •• reason and experience both forbid us to ·expect, that 
n;\tional morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle. 
• •• 'Tis substantially true, that virtue or morality is a 
neoessary spring of papular gever:ment ••• " l 

~e at~Ck against Christianity is also reflected in a 

letter written by John Adams in 1798 to the Grand Jury of Hamp-

shire County, Massachusetts: 

11If' the abuse of Christian! t.1 oan be annihilated or diminished, 
and a more equitable enjoyment of the right of conscience 
introduced, it will be well; but this will not be accomplished 
by the abol'ii. tion of Christian! ty and the introduction of 
Greek mythology ••• " 2 

The American scene just prior to the nineteenth century 

was dismal indeed. It is little wonder that in 1799 the General 

Assembly admonished church members not to be discouraged, for there 

were ma~ real reasons Why Christians might well have been dis• 

couraged. 

B. ~e Beginning and Spread of the Great Revival. 

It is difficult to say just ~en, or wnere, the Great 

Revival made 1 ts first appearance, for as a aloud~ "as small as 

• • • • • • • • 

1. George Washington, Farewell Addl:"ess; in R. D. Owen, Learning 
Religion from Famous Americans, P• 86. 

2. John Adams, To the Grand Jurors of the County of Hampshire, 
MassaChusetts; in Owen, op. oit., P• 113. 
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a man's hand," herald's the approaching downpour, local revivals 

preceded the great national awakening whioh swept over the country 

during the closing years of the eighteenth and the opening years 

of the nineteenth century. 

1. Early Revivals in the East. 

"By about 1790 in various portions of the country, and entirely 
independent of one another, signs of reviving grace began to 
appee.r." 1 

As early as 1787 revivals began to appear in the south. One of 

these began at Hampden Sydney College in Virginia and from there 

spread throughout the Presbyterian Ohurches in the "valley of 
2 

Virginia.'' 

These early revivals were most numerous in New England. 

The first of these New England revivals of which there is a.:cy 

record ocenrred in 1790 at the First Baptist Church in Boston, and 

the following year there was one at North Yarmouth, Ma.ine. In 

1792, which year is commonly thought of as the date for the commence-

ment of the New England revivals, an awakening of note took place 

in Lee, Massaohussetts. 

In 1794 a group of New England ministers set out a 

"circular latter" calling upon the churches to unite in prayer for 

a revival. This idea for a "Concert o:f Prayer" on the part of the 

ohurches of the country met eager approval among the denominations. 

"The Presbytery of lfew York and the Synods of New York and 

• • • •• • • • • 

1. Beardsley, op. cit., p. 84. 
2. Ibid., P• 84. 
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New Jersey recommended the Circular letter call to all their 
churches." 1 

The denominations and the individual churches not only responded 

to the suggestion with enthusiasm but they conscientiously heeded 

it as well. The results of these united prayers were soon apparent; 

the people were awakened to a "revival consciousness" and thus 

through prayer the way was prepared, in part at least-, for the com-

ing of the Great Revival. 

2. The Revival Movement in Eastern Colleges. 

The revivals which constituted the Second .Awakening in 

Ne\v England differed greatly in one respect from their predecessor, 

The Great Awakening, f'or these revivals did not come as the result 

of the labors of' great evangelists who went from one place to another 

attempting to arouse the church into action and to awaken the people 

to their neea. If any one name is inseparably connected with this 

revival movement in New England 1 t is that of' Timothy D.vight, pres

ident of' Yale College. 

Dwight, the grandson of Jonathan Edwards, became president 

of' Yale in 1795. When he entered into this office most of the 

students of the college were under the influence of the prevalent 
2 

French philosophy. "He met the students on their own ground" by 

invi ti:ng them to participate in free discussion concerning phil-

• • • • • • • • 
1. Strickland, op. cit., P• 47. 
2. William Warren Sweet, The Story of Religions in Americac, P• 326. 



-20-

osophioal and religious matters. Much to the surprise of the stu-

dents the first subject, chosen from a list submitted by them, 

upon which President .Dwigb. t invited free discussion was, u Is the 

Bible the Word of Godf" \\hat was probably Dwight's most famous 

address was the :Baccalaureate sermon entitled "The Nature and 

Danger of Infidel P".a.ilosophy". 

~igb.t's efforts on the behalf of Christianity were soon 

re\v.arded. In 1797 a student organization known as the Moral 

Society of Yale College was founded "for the promotion and prese~ 
1 

v:ation of morality among the students of this university. 11 Five 

years later, in 1802, a revival began in which fifty-eight under

graduates joined. the church. At least two other awakenings occurred. 

at Yale during the administration of President I>.vight. The first 

of these was in 1808 when twenty joined. the church, and the other 

was in 1815 when the names of twenty-five students were added to 
2 

the church roll. 

Other colleges experienced awakenings similar to those 

at Yale. In 1805 twenty Dartmouth students ttgave eviden~ of con-

version", and from that time till 1815, "the college was not with-
3 

out more or less apparent divine influence." 1805 was also the year 

in which an increasing interest in religious mat~ers was manifested 

at Williams College. In 1808 the now famous "Haystack Prayer 

Meeting'• was held. This meeting is often considered as giving 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Strickland, op. cit., P• 71. 
2. Of. Jeremiah Day, Letter XVI; _in Sprague, op. cit.-, P• 333. 
3. Nathan Lord, Letter XIV; ibid., P• 324. 
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l"f .tl/. 
birthj"Vo the organized f'oreign missionary movemenvin this country. 

3. General Oha.raoteristics of' the Revival Movement in the East. 

The marked eha.ra.oteristics of' the Eastern revivals of' 

this period were: 

1. Their f'reedom f'rom abnormal excitement. 

2. Their permanency; they f'irst appeared about 1790 and continued 

until near 1;he middle of the next century. 

3. The absence of outstanding revival leaders or evangelists, as 

noted above. This feature alone places them inmarked contrast 

with the <hoe at .Awakening of the previous century. 

The sudden rise and rapid.spread of these Eastern revivals might 

also be considered as one of their distinguiShing features. Dr. 

Griffin wri ti:ng in 1832, while he was pres-ident of Williams College~ 

said, 

".By 1802 revivals had spread themselves through most of the 
western and southern states; and since that time they have 
been familiar to the whole .American people." 1 

c. The Great Revival in the West. 

1. The .Appearance of the Revival Movement in Logan County, Kentucky. 

The g.re.at Revival in the West had its begim:ling "in the 

11 t~le frontier Presbyterian ahurehes under the care of James 
2 

McGreacl.y in Logan County, Kentucky, in the year l797.tt The Rev. 

James MoGready came to Logan County·, Kentuekyl in 1796. His 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Sprague, op. cit., P• 360. 
2. Sweet, The Presbyterians, P• 84• 
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earnest and zealous evangelistic preaChing soon brought about 

religious revivals vfu.erever he went. His successful attempts 11 to 

arouse false professors, to awaken a dead ChurCh, and warn sinners 
l 

and lead them to seek the mw spiritual life" caused so mueh ex-

citement that he was accused of "runni:tJg people distracted." His 

denunciations of sin and hypocracy mre so animated that violent 

opposition against him and his work was soon aroused in Carolina. 

Because of this opposition and because of the fact that same of 

his converts had immigrated to Kentuclcy' he gave up his Charge in 

North Carolina and came to Logan County Where he became minister 

of the three small Presbyterian ChurChes at Gasper River, Red River 

and Muddy River. His preaChing in Kentuclcy' was as effective as it 

had been in North Carolina and "within a year there were signs of 

the Great Revival that was to sweep over the western and southern 
2 

states." 

Both the Eastern and the Western phases of the Great 

Revival were "kindled by prayer". McGread1 drew up a covenant of 

prayer vfu.ich some of his Chureh members j oimd him in signing. In 

1 t they agreed to set aside the third Saturday in eaCh month for 

one year ••as a day of fasti:tJg and prayer for the conversion ot 
3 

sinners." 

\\hat mig4t be thought of as the first actual indication 

• • • • • • • • 
l. J. M. Howard and J. M. Hubbert, The Cumberland Presbyterian 

Church; in George P. Hays, The Presbyterians, P• 452. 
2. Catherine c. Cleveland, The Great Revival in the West, 1797-1805, 

P• 40. 
3. Howard and Hubbert, op. cit., p. 453. 
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of the coming revival occurred with the conversion of one woman 

in the Gasper River Church in May, 1797 • With this single con-

version the interest of the entire congregation was apparently 

aroused, but was not sustained for long. By the time autumn came 

it had subsided. The spiritual quickening was revived at Gasper 

River during a sacramental meeting which was held there in July~ 

1798. The other two churches in McGready's charge experienced a 

similar quickening in September of that same year. The revival 

movement was growing-, but it had not yet really taken hold. 

"In 1797 there arose a little cloud like a man's hand. In 
1798 the heaven was black with clouds and wind~ the chief 
apparent cause being McGready's thunderous personality.tt 1 

The s1cy might have been "black with clouds", but the 

storm had not yet broken. McGready was both intensely sincere 

and determined, and even though the interest which had been arous-

ed at each one of his churches had not been long sustained yet he 

did not give up. It began to be more generally apparent in 1799 

that his efforts were about to be rewarded with success. S~ of 

the deepening revival spirit were much in evidence in a meeting 

held at Gasper River in August. They also appeared in a sacrame~tal 

meeting which was held in October by McGready, McGee~ .and Rankin 

at the Ridge-~ a congregation in western Tennessee. Du.ring the 

winter of 1799-1800 the revival spirit was kept alive and broke 

forth anew the following summer. 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Fredrick Morgan Davenport, Primitive Traits in Religious 

Revival, P• 69. 
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In the Stmlner of 1800 the so:-called Logan County Revival 

reached its highest peak. The first important revival meeting of 

the ~ar was held on Red River in June. McGrea~, Hodge, RaDkin 

and other Presbyterian preachers were in attendance. The McGee 

brothers, William, a Presbyterian, and John~· a Methodist, were also 

present at this service. Several of the preachers spoke. At the 

close of the Rev. Mr. Hodge's sermon all of the ministers except 

the McGee brothers left the room~ but the people remained in their 

places. One can well imagine the air of expectancy which must have 

huDg heavily over the assembled group. John McGee took this oppor

tunit.1 to exhort the alreadf excited people and the result was that 
l 

"ma:tzy" broke silence ••• the floor was soon covered with the slain•" 

According to McGreadf ten were comerted in this Red River meeting. 

The Great Western Revival movement was under way at last. Those 

who were present in this meeting went home and told others of the 

'
1Wondertul things1

' which had happened at Red River. Following this 

meetings \vere held at Gasper River, Muddy River, and Edward's Chapel, 

These meetings attracted so maey people that they had to be held 

in the open. Every settlement in that section was "full of religious 

fervor.'' 

2. The ~velopment and Spread of the Camp-Meeting. 

Since many of the people who attended the meetings came 

from great distances it 'W'd.S necessary for them to travel in their 

wagons. Whole families, leaving their work at home undone, loaded 

• • • • • • • • 
1. John McGee in a letter; in Davenport, op. cit., p. 70. 
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wagons with provisions and arrived at the meeting places prepared 

to remain for several days. T.hus the famous American camp-meetings~ 

WhiCh were soon to be so widely employed by the different religious 

sects, developed. 

"The first planned camp-meeting was held at Gasper River Ohurcn 
in July, 1800. Invitations were sent out by McGready t> · 
through the whole country, and a great concourse assembled "from 
distances of forty, fifty and one hundred miles." A regular en
campnent was arranged. in the fo:rm of a hollow square, the inter
ior of which was fitted up for worship, w1 th parallel rows of 
hewn logs designed as seats, and w1 th the stand in the center. 
Some of the people occupied tents while others slept in covered 
wagons." l · 

T.he camp-meeting idea "spread like wild-fil,'eu, and almost 

immediately camp-meetings came to be considered. as a regular part 

of the revival movement. Tasks were put aside, favorite pasoi 

times were neglected.; and homes were deserted as both young and old 

came from all directions and gathered at the camp-meeting. It is 

recorded that ten oam~eetings were held in the Oumberland and 

Green River settlements during t.'IJ.it same year~ and that no less 

than six were held in upper Kentucky between May and July of the 
2 

following year. 

The length of these meetings varied, but usually they 

continued from four days to a week each. Frequently the meeting 

would commence on a Thursday or Friday and centime through to the' 

following Tuesday. The exhorting, praying and singing which were 

a part of eaoh day's program would often last far into the night 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Sweet, The Presbyterians, P• 85. 
2• Ibid., P• 86 .• 
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l 
"until darkness had begun to give way to light. 1

• In addition to 

these regular daily camp-meeting uf'eatures" the Holy Sacrament 

was usually administered on Sunday. 

3. Barton Stone Visits the Logan County Revival. 

The news of' the Logan County Revival spread far and wide 

and soon people were coming from long distances to see for them-

selves mat was happening. .Among those who came to logan County 

to investigate the revival was Barton w. Stone. Stone, one of 

McGready' s l'iorth Carolit~a converts, was the minister of' two small 

Presbyterian congregations in Bourbon County. The spiritual lite 

of' his church members was at such a low ebb that in the spring of' 

1801 he decided to go to Logan County to see for himself what was 

being accompliShed there by the revival movement. 

He was not quite sure just mat to make of the physical 

"accidentialsu mich accompanied the revival, but he was convinced 

that the movement was genuine. Concerning the scenes vbich he 

witnessed while attending the revival Stone wrote: 

"There on the edge of a prairie in Logan County, F$'., the 
multitudes came to gather and continued a number of' days and 
n~gh ts encamped on the ground, during mich time worship was 
carried on in some part of' the encampnent. The scene was new 
to me and passing strange. It bat"f'led description. Maey, 
very maey fell down as men slain in battle, and continued for 
hours together in an apparent breathless and motionless state:~ 
sometimes for a few moments reviving and exhibiting symptoms 
of' life by a deep groan or piercing shriek, or by prayer for 

• • • • • • • • 

1. MCMaster, op. cit., P• 579. 
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mercy fervently uttered. After lying for hours they·would 
obtain deliverance ••• They would rise, shouting deliverance·, 
and then would address the surrounding .multi tude in language truly 
eloquent and impressive. • • Their appeals were solemn, heart
penetrating, bold, and free. Under such circumstances many 
others would fall down in the same state from which the speak-
ers had just been delivered." l 

4. The Great O~ne lU.dge Meeting. 

a. The First .Appearance of the Revival in Bourbon Oounty. 

Stone returned home to Bourbon Oounty and upon his arrival 

there a great revival, similar to the one which he had just witness-

ed, began. It was evident by June that the revival movement had 

reaehed Bourbon Oounty. 

In that month a sacramental meeting was held at Ooncord:, 

one of Stone's two ehurehes. About four thousand people attended 

this service and the Lord's Supper had to be administered in a 

tent whieh had been erected for that purpose. As for the effect of 

this meeting whiah ttcontinued five days and five nights without 

ceasing", upon the community, Stone says: 

"The effects of this meetiDg through the country were like 
fire in dry stubble driven by a strong wind. All felt its 
influence more or less. • • The whole country appeared to 
be in motion to the place, and multi tudes of all denomina
tions attended." 2 

b. The Meeting at Oane Ridge. 

\\hat happened at Oonoord was merely the beginning; the 

introduction to that whieh was about_ to take place, for it was 

. . . . . . . ~ 
1. Barton w. Stone in a letter; in Beardsley, op. cit., PP• 91-92. 
2. Sweet, The Presbyterians, op. cit., P• 86. 
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fQllowed in August by the well known Cane Ridge meeting. This 

meeting \miah has been termed "the most remarkable of all meetings 
1 

in :KentuCky,'' was without a doubt one of the most famous single 

services in the entire history of revivalism. ~e Cane Ridge meet-

ing was exceptional for two reasons: first, because of the enormous 

crowds whiah were present; and second, because of the unusual ex-

citernent whiah attended it. 

No Qne knows just how man;v people were in attendance at 

this service, but it has been est~ted by some of those who were 

present that between ten and twent.1 thousand persons attended this 

unusual meeting. One observer wrote that there were 

"one hundred and forty wagons, wh;f.ah came loaded with people, 
besides other v.heel carriages. Some persons had come two 
hundred milea.u 2 

Another observer included the following account of what he witnessed 

at the Cane Ridge Revival in a letter written soon after that i'ampus 

event: 

"I set off last Friday and arrived there on Saturday about 10 
o'clock; I ~en began to note some of the most extraordinary 
particulars. I first proceeded to count the waggons containing 
families, with their provisions, camp equipage, etc. to the 
number of 147; at 11 o'clock the quantity of ground occupied 
by horses, waggons, etc. was about the same size as the square 
between Market, Chesmt, Second and Third Streets, of Philadel
phia." 3 

A third person who claimed to have counted all of the vehicles that 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Ibid., P• 87. 
2. Rev. Geo. A. Baxter; in Alonzo Williard Fortune, The Disciples 

in K&ntuok:y-; P• 35. 
3. "From a Gentleman to his Sister in Philadelphia; Lexington, 

Kentuclcy', August 10, 1801"; in Sweet, Religion on the .American 
Frontier, Vol. I, The Baptists-, p. 610. 
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were there on the meeting ground declared that all together there 
1 

-were eleven hundred and forty-five of them. If these figures are 

even approximately correct a fair idea can be gained of the number 

of people who were gathered at Cane Ridge for this meeting. 

!l!ne other striking feature of the Cane Ridge meeting ms 

the intense exoi tement Which ms aroused by and in it. This un-

usual excitement Which was characteristic of the whole revival 

movement in the West reached its height here and surpassed every-

thing which had been experienced, or witnessed, at aey of the other 

meetings. The people Who were assembled at Cane Ridge belonged to 

a racial group who were naturally deeply responsive to the religious 

stimuli wb.ieh such a situation provided. 

r~Mr. Bryce has well characterized the South as a region of 
'high religious voltage', but this characterization is especially 
applicable to the Upland South ••• These people saturated their 
religion and their pol! tics with feeling." 2 

When we take into account the emotional nature and 

natural religious fervor of these people some of the incidents 

that occurred at Cane Ridge as a result of the prevailing excite-

ment are not surprising. 

ttGreat :rn:unbers were on the ground from Friday until Thursday 
following, night and day without intermission, engaged in 
s~e religious act of worship.u 3 

Preachers were constantly exhorting the crowd. Peter Cartwright~ 

"the great :Methodist itinerant" in his .Autobiography refers to the 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Of. MCMaster, op. cit., P• 580. 
2. Turner, op. cit., P• 164-345. 
3. An eyewitness; in Sweet, The Story of Religions in .America, 

P• 339. 
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Cane Ridge Meeting and says concerning it: 

ttrt was not unusual tor one, two, three-, and tour to seven 
preaChers to be addressing the listening thousands at the 
same time from the different stands erected for the purpose." 1 

The great ntmlber of persons gathered together at one place for a 

common purpose; the nature and attitude of' those people; the length 

of' the meeting; and the method of' conducting the meeting all worked 

together to produce an emotional pitCh Which threw the assembled 

multitudes into a very "fury of excitement. 11 

It is not surprising that the Cane Ridge meeting is 

famous in history for the puysical manifestations WhiCh were asso-

ciated with it. Contusion reignedt PreaChers exhorted, groups 

sang, men and women shouted, and crowds rushed "from preacher to 

preacher" all at the same time. :Few persons were able to resist 

the social pressure whiCh was exerted upon them by the crowd. In-

dividuals lost their identity and became one with the emotionally 

wrought-up group. Even those v.ho "came to scoff remained to 
2 

preaah"• Under sueh conditions it was little wonder that many 

were physically and mentally overwhelmed, for the excited emotions 

soon became fatigued and as a result gave away under the prolonged 
3 

strain. 

This giving away of' the emotions was undoubtedly one of 

the ahiet causes for the "puysical accidentials" which were associat-

ed with the Great :Revival in the West. The most common of these 

• • • • • • • • 

le Peter Oar~vright, op. cit., P• 31. 
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strange "exercises" was the one known as the n:f'alling exercise". 

•tThe whole bod¥ of' persona who actually fell helpless to the 
earth during the progress of' the meeting was computed by the 
Rev. James Crawford, who avers that he endeavored to keep an 
accurate account, to be three thousand persons •• •" 2 

Since such a large number of' the people "fell" at the Cane Ridge 

1 

meeting it was impossible tor the crowds to move about Without 

trampling upon theli, therefore the 11:f'allen" were carried into the 

meeting-house. Those "stricken" were affected differently, some 

lay quiet and motionless, while some shrieked and groaned. A third 

group were able to talk, but could not move. It was also a common 

sight to see men and women rolling over and over on the ground. 

There will never be any way to ascertain the number of 

people 'tmo experienced true conversion at the Cane Ridge meeting~ 

nor can we be sure of the number who even professed conversion, 

but Peter Cartwright wrote: 

"It was supposed, by eye and ear witnesses, that between one 
and two thousand souls were happily and powerfully converted 
to God during the meeting.u 3 

5. The Spread of' the Revival Movement in the West. 

From this time on camp-meetings became definitely 

associated with the revival movement as it spread throughout the 

West. In a very Short time revivals were not only common through-

out Kentucky, but they extended s-outhward so as to include Tennessee:, 

North Carolina, and Georgia within their scope as well. They also 

• • • • • • • • 
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3. Peter Cartwright, op. cit., P• 31. 
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began to appear north of the Ohio, and by 1803 the movement had 

reaChed the Western Reserve. 

6. The Extravagances and Disorders WhiCh Accompanied the Western 
Revival. 

As the revival wave spread the emotional excesses Which 

by this time had come to be looked upon as a part of the movement 

increased in intensity. The excitement Which was generated assumed 

new and more startling forms. Some were seized with the "jerks 11
• 

1 
This exercise oaused a "convulsive jerking all over". Cartwright 

tells of seeing more than five hundred persons jerking in his 

co:tJgregations. In describing the actions of "proud young gentle-

men and young ladiesrt who took the "jerkS11 he says: 

"The first jerk or so, you would see their fine bonnets, oaps, 
and combs fly; and so sudden would be the jerking of the head 
that their long loose hair would crack almost as loud as a 
wagoner's mip." 2 

3 
"The undue excitement of animal feeling" whiCh Character-

ized the Western revival movement after 1801 produced other bodily 

manifestations just as violent and to many as distasteful as the 

falling, the rolling, and the t'jerks" • .Among these new manifest~ 

tiona were running, the dancing and barking exercises and the "Holy 

Laugh." 

7. The Effects of the Great Revival upon F.rontier Society. 

In order to make our study of the western revivals more 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Peter Cartwright, op. cit., p. 48. 
2. Ibid., P• 49. 
3. Davidson, History of Kentucky Presbyterianism; in Sweet, The 

Presbyterians, P• ss. 
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camplete it is essential that an evaluation of their influence 

upon the church and upon society in general be included as a part 

of it. It cannot be denied that certain very undesirable elements 

came out of and accompanied this movement. It is generally agreed 

that too much stress was laid upon the emotional side of the relig-

ious life for the developnelJ,t of the "well-rounded" religious per

sonality, and it is also recognized that various evils naturally 

arose as the result of and accompanied the intense excitement Which 

prevailed around the camp-meeting. 

Regardless of the presence of these undesirable results 

it is generally agreed that on ~the mole the West owes a deep feel-

ing of gratitude to the Great Revival of 1800. In 1803 during the 

course of the revival David Rice, who is generally considered as the 

founder of Presbyterianism in Kentucky, preached a Bermon before the 

xGntucky Synod on the Present Revival of Religion. in this CountrY, 

in which he said: 

nit appears to me that the present stir in the land, is a 
real revival of the Christian religion. • ." 1 

The reasons he gives for arriving at this conclusion are: 

1. "This revival has made its appearance in various places, 
without any extraordinary means to produce it ••• 

2 •••• there appears to be in the subjects of this work~ a 
deep heart humbling sense of the great unreasonableness, abom
inable nature, pernicious effects and deadly consequences of 
sin. • • 

3. ~ey appear to have a lively and very affecting view of the 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Rev. Da.vid Rice, A Sermon on the Present Revival of Religion 

in this Country, P• 18. 



infinite condescension and love of God the Father, ••• Jesus 
Christ and htm crucified, appears to be All in All to the . 
subjects of this revival. • • 

4. They ••• have a very deep and dffecting sense of the worth 
of precious ~ortal souls. • • 

5. A considerable number of individuals appear. • • to be greatly 
reformed in their morals. • • 

6. A number of families Who had lived apparently without the 
fear of God, are now reduced to order, and are daily joining 
in the worShip of God. • • 

7. The subjects of this work appear to be very sensible to the 
necessity of sanctification as \vell as justification •• •" 1 

In evaluating Rice's claims that the revival was directly 

responsible for the improved spiritual and social life of the people 

of that section it must be taken into consideration tb.at in so much 

as it \vas preached before ministers who were in position to judge 

the effects of the revival for themselves 1 t ''has the value of 

testtmoey given in the presence of other competent witnesses, and 
2 

liable thus to be questioned or contradicted.u 

The revival also was directly responsible for greatly 

increasing the memberships of the churches which participated in it. 

It is true that the Presbyterians suffered heavy losses due to the 

schisms Which occurred within the church as a result of the revival, 

but that particular aspect will be considered in more detail in 

another section of this study. The recorders of .America's church 

history and the recorders of America's secular history appear in 

the main to agree with Theodore Roosevelt when he said regarding 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Ibid., P• 20. 
2. Bacon, op. cit., P• 237. 



,. 

the e:f':f'ects o:f' the Western revival movement, that on the molal 

"there was an inmense gain for good. The people received 
a new light, and were given a sense of' moral responsibili~ 
such as they had not previously possessed •• •" 1 

n. Stmm.ary. 

T.here has never been a period in the history o:f' America 

in Which a reawakening to the spiritual and moral values o:f' life \vas 

more needed for the welfare o:f' society than during the years :follow-

ing the Revolutionary War. Warfare and skepticism had left their 

imprint upon .American society, and the influence of the churah was 

:fading be:f'ore the attacks of' its numerous critics. The great mass 

of the people '~re apparently indi:f'ferent to religion, and the 

general tone of our national li:f'e was distinctly secular. Was 

American Protestantism doomed to die thus in its infancy? Maey true 

Christians Who were deeply concerned over the state o:f' affairs were 

stirred into action by the perils o:f' the situation. They labored 

and prayed that a revival of religion might be sent among the people 

:f'or they realized that nothing save a renewed religious consciousness 

on the part o:f' the people could revive the moral and spiritual li:f'e 

o:f' the nation. 

The labors and prayers of these Christian leaders prevail-

ed much, for the nation soon experienced what was probably the great-

est religious revival which has ever visited it. It swept through 

the seaboard states and the :frontier settlements reclallning thousands 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Theodore Roosevelt, The Winning of the West, Vol. II, P• 458. 



-36-

of those W.Uo had forsaken or neglected the Christian way of life. 

We have centered our attention upon the Western phase of this great 

revival because it was along the frontier that it wrought its most 

remarkable Changes. Same idea of the difference which the Great 

Western Revival made upon frontier life in KentuCky may be gained 

from the following statements made by Rev. ~vid Rice. When he 

came to Kentucky in 1783 he found "scarcely one man and but few women 
1 

who supported a credible profession of religion", but twenty years. 

later, or after the revival had been in operation for about three 

years, he tells us that ":neighborhoods noted for their vicious and 

profligate manners are now as much noted for their piety and good 
2 

order.n This Great Revival was successful in reclaiming American 

society because it succeeded in reawakening the religious conscious-

ness of the American people. 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Sweet, The Story of Religions in America, p. 325. 
2. Rice, op. cit., P• 21. 



CHAPTER TWO 

THE ESTABLISHMEN.r AJ:ID GROmH 

OF .AMERICAN PRESBlTERIANISM 



THE ESTABLISEMENT AND GR~H OF AMERICAN PRESBYTERIANISM 

Though it is true that the Church and the State are con-

stitutione.lly separate in .Ame~ica it cannot be denied that each has 

exerted a great intluence upon the developnent of the othe~. It is 

impossible to estimate to just mat extent the history of the Ameri-

can nation and the history of .Ama~ican Presbyterianism have intlu-

anced each othe~, but it is evident to the student of history that 

nei the~ has developed independently of the othe~. 

The history of .Ame:r;oica is the histo~y of her f~ontiers, 

and to a la~ga extent the history of the church in America is the 

story of the way in \'llhich she has met the ahalleDga of the frontier. 

"The greatest single task \'llhiah the American ahurahes faced 
at the beginning of the national pe~iod of our history was 
that of following the westward moving population." 1 

It may be:, and has been:, questioned as to mether or not the Pres-

byterian .Ohurah made the most of her excellent opportunities on the 

frontier, but it cannot be denied that from the fi:r:st it haS been 

f'rontier conscious. 

It is the purpose of the writer to sketch ~ather hastily 

the develoJ;Dent of .Ame:r:ioan hesbytarianism from 1683 to 17~9 in 

the fi:r:st part of' the chapter, and to give a pictu:r:e of' the estab-

liShment and development of organized PresQ:fterianism on the f~ontier 

in the second and longer section of the Chapter. 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Sweat, !l'he Presbyterians, P• 23. 
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.A. •. A (lentury of Ame:oican Presbyteri~ism. 

hano1s Makemie has the distinct~on of being known as 

the ''father" of American Presbyterianism. Makemie was sent to 

this country by the Ir!sh Presbytery of Laggan in response to the 

request of the Scotch-Irish in Maryland for a minister. He a:orived 

in America in 1683 and assumed his new duties and responsibilities 

imneciiately. In addition to journeying through the eastern colonies 

from New York to South Oa:oolina as an evangelist Makemie also organ-

ized churches in the Scotch and Scotch.-. Irish communi ties of Maryland. 

Among the first of these churches to be organized were the ones at 

Snow Hill and Behobeth on the eastern shore of the colony. 

Ma.kemie was keenly aware of America• s need for more min

isters, so in l704 he went to London "and made :Q.is appeal to the 
. l 

Independent and Presbyterian Minister's Union''• His mission was 

successful for when he returned to America he was accompanied by 

John Hamil ton and George Macnish. In 1705 Ma.kemie and five other 

Presbyterian ministers met in Philadelphia and for.med the first 

presbytery in America. In keeping with the service which he had 

rendered toward the establishment ot Presbyterianism in America 

M8kemie was chosen moderator of this first presbytery. 

Greatly aided by the increased emigration of the Irish 

Presbyterians to this country, due to the passing of the "Test Act":~ 

American Presbyterianism from about 1713 onward grew rapidly. In 

1716 the presbytery was divided into the four prebyteries of Phil-

• • • • • • • • 
l• Sweet, !he Story of Religions in America, P• 175. 
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adel'ph.ia·, New Castle, Long Island, and Snow Hill. These pres-. . 

byteries united to form the Synod of Philadelphia. Briggs says 

concerning this synod: 

"!he 4merican Presbyterian &,vnod remained without a consti
tution and without a subscription until 1729. It was 
essenttally a meeting of ministers. It only gradually 
assumed the functions of Presbyterian. government and dis
cipliiJe as circumstances :required•" l 

Because of the need for ministers in America the ear~ 

Presbyterians were called upon to make an important and far-reach.-

tag decision relating to the polic.y ~ich they intended to follow 

concerning the educational standards which. were to be required of 

their ministry. The minutes of the Presbytery for September 10·~ 

1710, tell of the efforts of a consecrated man, one David Evati~ 

~o felt himself called to preach.: 

"Upon information that Jlavid Evan:, a lay person, had taken 
upon him publicly to preach among the Welsh of Great Valley, 
Chester County, it was unanimously agreed that the said Evan· 
had done very ill, and acted irregularly in thus invadiJJg the 
work of the ministry and was therefore censured." It was 
later "agreed that the most proper method is that llavid Evan 
lay aside all other bu.siness for twelve months and.apply him
self closely to learning and stud¥ under direction of three 
ministers of the presbytery. • • and it be left to their 
discretion when he should come up for trial"• •• not until 
:lovember, 1714·~ was Mr. Evan licensed and ordained." 2 

~us at this early date American hesbyterian1sm took its decided 

stand for an educated ministry and in so dotng set a precedent 

which. has been adhered to ever since. 

Most of the ministers vilo became J1letnbers of American 

• • • • • • • • 
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Presbyteries during 1;he first two deoades of the eighteenth cen

tury came to the colonies tr~ the Presbyterian Church in the 

"old country". Their orthodo~ was not question~, bu.t as soon as· 

the men who had received their training in the colonies began to 

present themselves tor licensure it was thought necessary by some 

that they should be made to subscribe to some standard ot belief • 

The Presbytery of New Castle -.s the first organized unit within 

the church to require the ministerial candidates who appeared be

tore it to subscribe to such a standard when in 1724 they entered 

on their books ''a formula expressi:ng adherence to the Westminst~ 

Confession, and their candidates were obliged to sign it at licen

sure in this language. 'I do own the Westminster Confession as . l . 

the confession of my faith'"• In 1727 an overture was introduced 

in Synod by John Thomson, a member of the New Castle Presbytery-, 

favorillg subscription to the Westminster Standards. When first in

troduced the overture had but few backers; but by 1728 it was so 

generally supported that it had to be considered. Jo:na than Dicldn-

son, who has been designated as "the ablest man in the Presbyterian . . 2 

Church in the colonial period", wrote a letter in April,l729-, 

concerning this overture in which he said: 

11Tho subscription may shut the door of· the church communion 
against maz:ur serious and excellent servants of Christ who 
conscientiously scruple it, yet it's never like.to deflect 
hypocrites, nor keep heretics out of the church. I have no 
worse opinion of the Assemblies Confession for the.second 

• • • • • • • • 
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article in the X:X:th chapter; God alom is Lord of the 
Oonsoience, &a •• and I must tel~ you that, to subsoribe 
this artiole and ~pose the rest, ••• appears to me the 
most glorious oontradiotion." l 

Regardless of the attitude of Diokinson and others to

ward the adoption of standards enough of the mEmbers of the Synod 
~ v 

~re of the opinion that the welfare of the church required that 

the appliaants for the ministry should be called upon to ''deola.re 
. 2 v· 

their dootrine 1n no unaertain terms" that the question was re--

ferred to a Synodical OCI!lmi ttee. ~is committee was made up of 

six members; three Who opposed the measure, and three who favored 

it. ~is oammittee drew up one of Amerioan Presbyterianism's 

most famous and influential documents. As a result of the general 

agreement which was finally reaahed concerning the .question the 

Synod passed what is ca:l,led the Adoption Aot. By this act it was 

agreed that: 

"All the ministers of th!s ~od, or that shall hereafter 
be admitted into this synod, shall deolare their agreement 
in, and approbation of, the Confession of Faith, with the 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms of the As~bly of Divines 
at Westmins~r, as being 1n all essential and neoessary 
articles good forms ot sound words and systems of Christian 
doctrine." 3 

The Adoption Aot has been referred to as "the pivot" of the history 

of the Presbyterian Church in this oountry. It has probabl¥ been 

as influential in determining the course of the history of that 

great church in the United States as any other single act. 

• • • • • • • • 
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2. Charles Lemuel Thompson, The Presbyterians~ p. 64• 
3. Lewis s. :Mudge, Presbyterianism, Encyolopa.edia Britta.nica~ 

14th ed., vol. 18, P• 447. 



!l!he presence and preaching o~ the gr~at revival preacher·, 

Ge()rg& \Vllitfield, ~n America was vitally related to the schism 

viflioh C)CCUl'red in ~he Synod in 1741, Great crowds floolmd to heat' 

him preach, and the Great Awa.keniiig, largely due to his efforts·~ 

spread until 1 t touched the lives pt thousands of the colonists. 

!!!he Presbyterians :reacted in different WS¥S to the revival I!lOve

ment which was sweeping through the country. Haey were thoro'QS114' 

in favor of the work which was being accomplished vib.ile others 

were disturbed by the emotional element which is bound to enter ill 

as a part ot every revival movement. Itinerz:tte pre.ohers connected 

with the revival movement were the cause ot much controversy w1 thin 

the presbyteries and w1 thin the Synoc1 i tselt. 

At least two points were at issue concerning the activi

ties o~ these eva~elioal ministers. In their travels from place 

to place they sometimes held services in vacant churches which 

were within the bounds of presbyteries other than their own without 

~i:rst securing ~e permission ot the presbytery within whose bounds 

the vacant church was located. In addition to this otf'ense some of 

these ministers had been examined and ordained to preach by the 

New Brunswick Presbytery 1ns tead of by the Synod, and the Synod 

claimed that it alone had the exclusive right to examine candidates 

and issue them a certificate. At the synodical meeting in 1741 a 

protest was brought in by the Old Side, or anti-revivalists·, against 

the New Side, or revivalist party. The Synod then proceeded to ex
clude the New Brunswick Presbytery tram its organization. Daring 

the next few years both the New .Brunswick Presbytery and the New 
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York Presbytery attempted to heal the breach but their ef'torts 

were in vain, so in 1745 these two presbyteries and the Presbytery 

ot New Castle joined to tom a new synod, the Synod ot New York. 

The two synods continued to operate separately until 1758 men 

they reunited as the Synod of' New York and Philadelphia on the 

basis ot the Adopting Act of 1729. 

The Presbyterian Churab. took no otticial action concern

iDg the Revolutionary War yet American Presbyterianism supported 

the cause ot the colonies almost om hund:red percent. Under the 

leadership of such leaders as John Witherspoon, George Duf'tielct,' 

and John Rodgers, the Presbyterians assumed an active role in the 

struggle tor liberty. Dllri:ng the period of the war the Presbyter

ians suttered heavy loss both in lite and property, yet eve:eythi:ng 

considered·~ "no church in America·, at the close ot the War tor In-

dependence, was in better position tor immediate expansion than 
1 

was the Presbyterian." 

A convention in Which the various states were represented 

convened in P.hilade1pnia in 1787 tor the sole purpose of revisi:ng 

the Articles of Oontederation, but instead it drew up the Oonsti":"' 
. ' . 

tu tion which was given to Congress to be sent to the. states f'or 

ratification. By the end ot June~ 1788, the Constitution had been 

ratified by nine state conventions, and consequently it went into 

effect in those nine states·, and by April, 1789, men George Wash-

1:ngton became the first president ot the United Sta tea under the 

• • • • • • • • 
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new Constitution all of the s~tes had joined the new goverDnent. 

t.mlus a great pol1 tical democracy was born. 

Durtng this period wnen the nation was revising its 

tom ot goverment the Presbyterian Ohurch was also elJg~d in re-

vising its tom of government. In 1765 a committee was appointed 

to stud¥ the constitutions of other Protestant bodies, and to draw 
l . 

up a system of ru.les "tor the government of the Synod" • Dari.Dg 

the years 1765-. 1766 and 1767 the subject of standards was un4er 

serious consideration. In the meetil:lg of the Synod of New York 

and Philadelphia in 1766: 
' 

". • • the Confession of Faith:, somewhat amended in the 
matter Of civil magistrate's relation to the church, the 
longer Catechism a:J.so somewhat amended-, the Shorter Cat
echism, the Directory of Worship and tb.e Form of Govern
ment and Discipline, were adopted•" 2 

At this meeting it was also declared that four synods 

should be formed out of the then existing single Syno4 of New York 

and Philadelphia. In May, 1769, one month atter Washi:ngton beoame 

President of the United States, the first meetillg of the General 

Assembly was held in Philadelphi~. The first General .Assembly was 

made up of the four synods_: the ~od of New York and lfew Jersey~' 

the Synod of :P.b.iladelpb.ia. the Synod of Virginia, and the Synod of 
3 

the Carolinas. 

"Dr. Witherspoon was appointed to open the first meeting ot 
the General Assembly, and his name appropr1ately heads the 

• • • • • • • • 
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list o:t the moderators as now printed in the annual minutes.lf l 

B• !!!he ~velopnent and Growth of the Presbyterian Church in 
the West. 

1. ~e Relation of the Presbyterians to Westward Expansion. 

Maey Scotch-Irish, as they are called, came to America 

during the e 1gb. teenth century. These Scotchmen, as most of them 

were, f'rom northern Ireland had om uni:tom religion; they were all 

Presbyterians. \\hen they arrived in America the seaboard a:section 

was alrea~ colonized so they went further west to settle. Most of 

them made their first homes in central and western Pennsylvania. 

Having alrea~ pushed further on into the forest than the other 

groups JDal':W of the Scotch-Irish were not content to stay here but 

contimecl their advance into the vast unsettled sectio:ns beyond. 

J>iuoillg the first halt of the centuey a great number o:t th.eni, accom

panied by other settlers. migrated from Pennsylvania to the Pied

mont region of Virginia and the Carolinas. With the arrival of 

these har~ pioneers in the up-country the "West" now appeared in 
2 

.Ame:-ican his tory. 

These pioneers living in the up-country of Virgin~ and 

the Carolinas had not been content to remain in the more thickly 

inhabited regions of the country. all(i soon the more restless of 

them were Just as anxious to leave theil:' l'leWly established settle-

ments and press on into the tttrackless wilderness" again. 

• • • • • • • • 
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"~e American Revolution was follo'Wed by an extensive emigra
tion trom Virginia, Maryland, and North Carolina Vilioh made 
its way either by the Ohio River from Fort Pitt or - the 
tar greater number- b,v the Oronberland.Gap and the "Wilder
ness road", as marked by Boone in 1775•_ At least 95$ of 
this population, excluding negro slaves, were of pare 
E~lish, Scotch or Scotch-Irish descent." l 

Because of their numbers and because of their personal traits the 

Scotch-Irish Presbyterians soon "impressed the stamp of their pecul

iar character on the civilization of the West and South'West•" 2 

!15J.us American Presbyterianism was plaeed 1n a position to 

profit by this great migration movement. Because of the Presbyter

ian origin and tendencies of the majority of these piomers it 

would seem quite natural tor the Presbyterian Church to take advan

tage of the opportunUy thus afforded it by attempting to exteDi 

its influence wes~d, !rh~t the Presbyterians realized the impo:r

tance of extending their work in the West is shown by their reeog

ni tion of the need which existed in the frontier settlements·~ and 

by the action which the church took in t:eying to meet this need. 

uwe find among the records of the Synod of Philadelphia; as 
early as 1719, some notices of a congregation designated as 
'the people of Potomake in Virginia• and their pet! tion to 
have a minister sent to the~•" 3 

In 1722, when it felt that it was able to do so• the 

S,y.nod heeded the call of the frontier by sending three men there 

to preach for a limited time. In 1755, during the period of divi-

• • • • • • • • 
1. ]tiward Tuthill, Kentucky, Encyclopaedia :Sri ttanica, 14th ed., 

VOl• 13, P• 335. 
2. Roosevelt, op~ cit., vol.~l, P• 87. 
3. Robert ISvidson, History ot the Presbyterian Church in the 

State of Xentu~~ P• 17. 



sion, the Synod ot New York tOl'llled the Hanover Presbytery in 

Virginia, and in 1758 the re-united ·81:nod ot New York and P.b.ila.

d.elphia appointed a halt day ot f'ast:l.Dg on behalt ot the trontieJ" 
l 

settlements. Regularly orqained ministers were trequent];r sent as 

stated supplies into the newly established settlements to carr1 

on missionary work there tor a stated length ot time. When this 

was deemed impossible "the Synod directed that students and lioen-
. 2 
I 

tates should labor tor a tew months in the most destitute regions•" 

<lb.arles .Beatty and George nxt:tield were typical of the ministers 

~o served their turn as missionaries on the frontier. 

"Rev. Oharles .Beatty was from Neahaminy, Bucks County, and 
in 1766 came to Carlisle mere he was joined by the pastor 
ot this church, Rev. George ll:tf:field, on a missionary tour 
over the Pennsylvania frontiers, as tar west as Ohio. They 
traveled by horseback and spent six weeks on the jo"Qr:cey:~ 
preachillg to settlers and to Indians." 3 

After this manner most ot the ministers and licentiates 

ot the church were sent to the border settlements on missionary 

tours. It was tar better to pursue this course than 1 t would have 

been to have neglected the still sparsely settled sections of the 

country entirely• On the other hand, because of the adverse in-

tluenoes, this method ot dealillg with the situation was tar from 

adequate·, tor: 

"Although these early settlers were imbued w1 th a sense of 
religious obligation, and appear to have qui*ted their homes 
with a pious trust in Providence, and although, probably9 

• • • • • • • • 
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they formed ma:rzy- good resolutions, yet the new circumstances 
inwhicn they were placed had a verf unfavorable effect upon 
their character• •• It is not wonderftll, therefore, that re
ligion should ha.ve a small share in their thoughts and ~tar
course• !~!he absence of ministers and Sabbath services, an¢ 
bei:ng removed from the inspection and discipline of the church, 
tended to foster habits of carelessness and irreligion." 1 

'l!b.ere was a "ccyillg need" on the frontier for the estab-

liShment of churches. 

2. !l!he Establishment of the Presbyterian Church on the Frontier, 

a. 'l!b.e First F.rontier Congregations. 

ln the beginntng frontier conditions appeared to be favor-

able to the Presbyterian cause, yet because of the scarcity of train

ed ministers the church was slow in organizirg frontier congregations. 

In western Pennsylvania the missionaries appointed by the church 

labored for a period of ten years before "a single congregation was 
2 

formed or a regular ministry established." 

Kentucky's first pel'!Il8nent settlement was established in 

1776~ but it was not until 1783 that a Presbyterian congregation 

was organized in the commonwealth. It is not difficult to account 

for the slowness in the forming of churches on the Kentucky frontier, 

because for the first few years the population of Kentucky increased 

very slowly. David Rice was the founder ot Presbyterianism in Ken-

tuolcy •. 

".l:n the year 1783 in the fall the Revd4! David Rice came to 
"KentuCky ~d settled near Danville then a small village and. 

• • • • • • • • 
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next spring collected a ChurCh called Concord, and the next 
:Jprillg l7a4 collected another Churah 02;1 Salt River &: Cane 
Ran three miles S.E, ot Ha.rrodsburgb.." l 

I:n,l764 the Mt. Zion Ohurah in LexirJgton was formed under the 

leadership of Adam Ranldn, RanlQn "also took charge ot the con-
. 2 

gregation ot Pisgah, about eight miles south-west ot Lexington." 

.As early as 1773 two Presbyterian congregations in' 

eastern Tennessee petitioned the Hanover Presbytery tor the services 

ot Rev. Oharles Oummtngs. Oummtngs accepted this call in that year, 

Five years later Samuel Doak, another Scotch-Irish preacher, came to 

Tennessee, In 17.60 Doak established the Salem Ohurab. not tar from 
3. 

Jonesboro. 

b, !he Early Frontier Presbyteries. 

(l) The Transylvania Presbytery. 

nte to the rapid growth pt the church. during the last 

halt ot the eighteenth century many new presbyteries were brought 

into eltistence, Most ot the ones which were established during 

this period were frontier presbyteries. The first western presby

tery to be formed was the Presbytery ot Hanover •. It was organized 

in 1755 by the Synod ot New York, It Wf,S constituted to care tor 

the Presbyterian irmnig:rants Whp had made their way down the Valley 

ot Virginia. .As these Scotch-Irishmen pnshed farther on into the . . . . . . . ~ 
1. Robert B. McAfee, The History ot the Rise and Progress ot the 

tlrst settlemen~s on ~alt lUver, and EstablisbJD.ent of the New 
Providence ChurCh; in Sweet, The Presbyterians, P• 30. 

2, McAtee, MS P• 27; in Davidson, op. cit., P• 73. 
3. 0t • Sweet, The l'J,oesbyterians, P• 34. 
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fprest the bounds ot the presbytery were gradually expanded so as 

to include all of the western country. When David Rice first came 

to XentuQky in ~783 all ot that territory was a part ot the Han

over Presbytery. In ~785 the Presbytery ot Hanover was divided 

and the -western division was known as the Abil'lgdon Presbytery. In 

' 
this same year the ministers located in Jrentucq held two confer-

ences with the end in view ot establishi!lg an inde~ndent presby

tery. In the tollowirJg year, 1786, their desire was tultilled when 

the Synod of EewYork and PhiladelPhia divided Abingdon Presbytery 

into two presbyteries~ 

". • • the one by the llSme of the presbytery of Abingdon, the 
other by the name of the Tt-ansylvania, comprehending the 
district of :Kentucky & the settlements upon the Cumberla.nd 
River, oonsistil)g of the Rev. »avid Rice, Tb()lllas Oraighea.d:~ 
Adam Bank:in, Andrew McClure, James Orawtord &: appointed the 
presbytery to zneet at Danville ~n the district of lrentuck¥ 
on the th~d .!ruesda.y of October, 1786•" 1 · 

The minutes of the :first meetirJg of Transylvania Presby

tery throw same interesting side-l1Bhts on the conditions which 

existed in the church and in society at that tilne. 'l!he presbytery 

made an appeal to the vacant coJJgregations to be faithful in their 

observance ot the Lord's Day service. It also decided to OOinply 

with a decision of the Synod concerniDg the appointment ot catechists 

to instru.ct the ttyolUlg and ignorant" meznbers ot the vacant congrega.-

tions, but at the same time it was made quite clear that such an 

appointee "shall not by the virtue of his appoin1ment attempt to 

expound the Scriptures, preaah the gospel or dispense the sealil:lg 

• • • • • • • • 
1 .• Minutes ot the Transylvania Presbytery, Oct. 17th, 1786; in 

Sweet, The Presbyterians:, P• 129. 



l 
ordinances thereof'." 

One of' the tour synods which was tomed at the time of' 

the reorganization of' the Presbyterian Church in 1789 was the Synod 

of' Virginia. This synod was made up of the followill8 presbyteries: 

1. !!!he Presbytery of' Redstone in western Pennsylvania;. 2. The Pres-

bytery of Hanover in the lower counties of' Virginia; 3• The Presby

tery of Lexington in the Valley of Virginia; 4. !!he Presbytery ot 

~ransylvania which included within its bol2.ndaries "the district of 

Kentuclcy and all the settlements on the Cumberland river, extendiDg 2 . . 

into mat is now the S.tate of !eennessee.-" The only difference vbich 

this reorganization made in relation to the Transylvania Presbytery 

was constitutional rather than geographical. Its boundaries had 

not been affected by the ohaDge, but whereas it had f'o:rmerly been 

a part of the single Synod of New York and Philadelphia it was now 

a part of the Synod of' Virginia, one of' the· four newly established 

synods. 

The :first trouble to arise w1 thin the Presbytery ot 

Transylvania had to do with the use of the psalms in worship. 

Adam Rankin, one of the original and most influential members of 

the presbytery, objected to the use of Watt's psalms in the churches. 

In presenting his objections before the first General Assembly 1n 

1789 he asked: 

"\\hethe:r the churches under the care of the General Assembly:, 

• • • • • • • • 
l• Ibid., P• 131. 
2. Davidson~ op. cit., P• 82, 



!l!.b.e committee appointed to hear. Rankin's complaint reported that: 

"The c6mmittea ••• a:i.-e sorry to find that all of the~ 
ef:torts have been in vain; am, therefore only recommend 
to h~ that exercise of Christian Charity-towards' those 
who differ from h~ ·in their views of this matter, which 
is exercised towards himself: and that he be carefully 
gaarded against disturbing t11e peace of the church on his 
head.'·' 2 

It was soon quite evident that the efforts of t11e cam-

mi ttee had been in vam·;· and it was also clearly demonstrated that 

Hankin had no intention of heedtng the recommendation which was 

made to him that he "exercise Christian charity", and "be caretully 

gaarded against disturbing the peace of the chu:rchtt, for: 

11No sooner had he retru:-ned home than he vented the most 
censorious invectives against the Presbyterian clergy as 
deists, blasphemers, rejectors of the revelation, and re
vilers of God's word•" 3 

In accord with his expressed belief that it was a sin to use 

"Watts's imitation" he would not permit aey of his congregation 

who admired Watts t9 partake of the sacrament. \\hen the Presbytery 

of Transylvania met in April, 1791, a petition, signed by a number 
/ 

of the members of the Pisgah congregatio:Q. askillS' that they might 

be dismissed from the pastoral care of the Rev. Adam Rankin, was 

presented. The presbytery investigated the situation and in April~ 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Minutes of the General Assembly, op. cit., 14ay 25th, 1789, 

P• lle 
2. Ibid., May 26th, 1789, P• 11. 
3• Davidson, op. cit., P• 88. 
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1792, proceeded to try him. When Rankin was called in to hear . 

the findings of presbytery in relation to his case he retused to 

admit that he had done anything for which he could be censured·, 

but said instead: 

"I appeal to God, angels & men that I protest· against the 
proceedings ot pby. & will be no longer a member of TransJl• 
vania Presbytery. tt 1 

ln one matter he and the members of the presbytery were 

in perfect accord, i.e., his statement saying that he would no 

longer be a member of that presbytery for then and there he was 

suspended until the October meeting at which meeting he was per-

manently suspended. When he left the Presbyterian Ohurch he took 

a large number of his congregation w1 th him. He and his followers 

were accepted into the Associate Reformed l,fre.sbyterian Church. 

In 1792 the General Assembly resolved: 

"Tb.at it be recommended to the several presbyteries of: this 
Church to consider vile ther it would be proper to extend the 
time necessary for young men to apply to the study of divin
ity before they be taken of trials, to three years ~t least," 2 

Transylvania took this resolution under consideration at their 

next meeting 1n OQtober and came to the conclusion that the three 

year requirement "would by no means suit the state of our country 
3 

& of our churches in the remote ~ts of the United States~n 

The minutes of the General Assembly Qt 1793 show that a maJority 

ot the presbyteries were in agreement with the action taken by 

• • • • • • • • 
l• Minutes ot the Transylvania Presbytery; in Sweet, !I!b.e Presby-

. terians, P• 138. · 
24t MinUtes ot the General Assembly, op. cit~, May 22, 1792, P• 60. 
3. Minutes ot the Transylvania Presbytery; in Sweet, '!he Presbyter

ians, P• 139. 



-56-

Transylvania concernillg this question. It must not be inferred 

from this action that the presbyteries were opposed. to tthigher 

education", for to the contrary • most of them were busy establish-

ing schools and colleges during this period. In 1794 Transylvania 

took steps toward the establislmlent of a grammar school "that 

serious youth shall be sought for of promising abilities & put to 
1 

school to obtain a liberal education•" In the following year a 

list of books was recommended by presbytery tor use in the mwly 

established Grammar School. 

In 1799 the Presbytery of Transylvania sent a petition 

to synod: 

". • • praying for a division ot the said pby. into three 
presbyteries to be known by the names ot the Transylvania, 
bounded on the north east by the Kentucky river, on the 
north & west by the Ohio, as also on the south comprehend
ing all the settlements of Cumberland and its waters ••• 
Another pby. to be known by the name ot the Western Lexing
ton presbytery, bounded by the Kentucky on the south & south 
west~ by the Ohio on the north & north west & by main LiCk
ing on the north & north east; ••• Another to be known 
by the name of the Washington pby. comprehending_ the remain
ing part of the state of Kentucky lying north east of Main 
Licking, & the settlements on the north west side of the 
Ohio." 2 

This petition was granted by synod and the area which the Tran-

sylvania Presbytery had covered was thus divideQ. among three 

presbyteries. In 1602 these three presbyteries separated fran 

the Synod ot Virginia and to:med the Synod of Kentucky. At the 

first session of the new synod the Oumberland Presbytery was 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Ibid., April 24, 1794, P• 142. 
a. Ibid.. March 27, 1799, I>· 163. 
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formed out 9f the southern portion of Transylvania. It was in the 

Transylvania Presbytery that the western revival movement reached 

its spectacular heights, for it was within the bounds of Transyl-

vania that the Cane Ridge and similar revival meetings were held. 

It was within Transylvania's bounds too, that the principle western 

schisms, occasioned by the revival, occurred. 

(2) The Cumberland Presbytery. 

Before the first meeting of the lrantuclcy' Synod in October:;· 

1812, 

". • • all the ministers and churches south of the Kentucky 
river were under the inspection of one presbytery, and it 
was within the bounds of this presbytery, and particularly 
in the settlements On the waters of Green river and Cumber
land, that the religious excitement was the greatest." 1 

.4s a result of the revival the demand for ministers in this section 

of the presbytery was greatly increased. This increased demand so 

far exceeded the t:rai:ned supply that tl:le presbytery decided to 

settle the problem in their own way; in a way which was not entire-

1y original with them, it is true=~ but :nevertheless in a way which. 

had seldom been resorted to. 

In 1758~ 'When the Presbytery of New York and Philadelphia 

was founded "the question of the examination of candidates as .to 
2 

their learning and religious experience was left to the presbyteries." 

At the same time the power of the presbytery in this matter of 

lice11siDg and ordaining ministerial candidates was very definitely 

.. , . . . . . . . 
1. Robert H. Bishop·, Outline History of the Church in the State of 

Irentueky, P• ·117. 
2. Sweet, The Story of Religions in America, p. 208. 
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limited, tor by a joint act at the time of their union, the old 

synods ot P.b.iladelphia and liew York ordered: 

~!~!hat no presbytery shall license or prdain to the work of 
the ~inistry ~ny candidate, until he give them complete 
satisfaction as to his learning, and experimental aequain
tance with religion:~ and skill in divinity and cases of 
conscience, and tieclare his acceptance· of the Westminster 
Confession of faith, and promise subjection to the Presby
terian plan of goverment in the Westminster Directory~" l 

With the rapid growth ot Presbyterianism in this country the de-

m~d for ministers increased "but in spite of these increasing 

demands the Synod refUsed in 1803 to permit the licensing ot per

sons to preaCh the gospel who did not have a liberal education:; 

and again in 1?85 they reaffirmed the upholding of e~ucational 
2 

standards." ~ese standards set up by the Synod were maintained 

by the General Assembly after its establiShment~ 

Dlring the period of the revival it was a great temptation 

to lower these standards. This was :partiCillarly true in the sections 

where the movement had been especially active. In order to take 

care ot new congregations vib.ich had been formed within its juris

diction the Transylvania Presbytery, in 1801, authorized four meli, 

Messers. Alexander Anderson, Finis Ewing, Samu.el Xing and Ephraim 

MoQlain, none ot whom had received "a liberal education" to exhort 

and catechize. The following year, 1802, the presbytery licensed 

all except McClain to preaCh the gospel. Almost immediately after 

this action was taken the presbytery was divided and that part 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Charles Hodge·~ DisCilssio~s in Church Polity, p. 181. 
2. Sweet, ~e Presbyterians·, p. 9. 
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"~hlg on the Soutll Side of a line drawn along the Bigba.r:ren 

river to the :Mouth, and from thence to the mouth of the Salt 
l 

River" was known by the name of the P:resbytecy of the Cumberland. 

The newly fo:med presbytery held its first meeting in 

April, 1803,and at this meeting those ~o had been licensed at the 

last meettng of Transylvania presbytery were continued as lice~ 

tia tes under the ~ew presbytery! ham the very beginning the 

Cum~rland. Presbytery was a ''house divided against itself"• !he 

cause lying behind this disagreemell.t within the presbytery •s the 

revival. Even before the presbytery was formed the ministers in 

this section were divided into two groups: the revivalists, and the 

anti-revivalists. At this first meeting '!?he ten members of the 

presbytery equally divided on the question, but soon the revival-

ists were in the major~ty and after that "they \\'ent on with great 
2 . 

rapidity in their own way." 

In 1803 Alexander Anderson and Finis Ewing, two of the 

newly licensed candida. tes for whom "the ordinary rules of the 

Presbyterian Ohurah respecti!lg literary qualifications, and the 

length of time to be spent in the regular stu~ of divinl ty by all 
3 

candidates for the holy ministry" \\'ere set aside, \\'ere ordained by 

the Cumberland PJ;oesbyte:ry, and in the following year Samuel Kil'li,· 

the third member of the group was likswise ordained. This was only 

• • • • • • • • 
1. :Minutes of the Synod of Eentuck~t. Oct. 15, 1802; in Sweet, The 

Presbyterians, P• 310. 
2. BiShop, op. cit., P• 118. 
3e Ibid., P• ~17. 



the beginning, for soon there were licensUl."es at "almost every 

meeting", and the presbytery: 

, •••• ~n pul."Suing what they believed to be their duty, con
tinued from time 1to time to license and ordain such men, both 
learned and unlearmd (what is meant by unlearned here, is not 
want of common EngliSh education)." 1 

In a comparatively short time the number of these men "including 

exhorters, licentiates, and a few who were thus unconstitlltionally 
2 

ordained amounted to nearly thirty." 

In April, 1So4;, David Rice was appointed by the Tran

sylvania Presbytery to forward a letter to the Genera.~ Assembly 

"concerning the propriety of giving to persons pel."lnission to ex-
. 3 

hort publicly:, without a view to the gospel minist;ry." The reply 

which was received in respop.se to this inquiry shows the attitude 

of the General .Assembly toward the coUl."se which the Oumberland 

Presbytery was following in this matter. The General Assembly's 

answer was: 

"'!b.e inquiry v.hich you propose, in the name of the Presby
tery, concerning the propriety, in yoUl." present circumstances=~, 
of licensing and ordaining men to the work in the gospel 
ministry, without a liberal education, is certainly of great 
magnitude •••• the reasoning seems specious at f'irst, 
which would encourage us, in the instance you mention, to 
depart f'rom tb.e spil."i t of' our standards on this subject; 
• •• it is the opinion of this Assembly, that where the 
field of labor is too extensive tor the ordinary and regular 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Samuel King, Letter Addressed to the Societies and Brethren of 

the Presbyterian Ohureh recently under the care of' the Council 
of the late Cumberland Presbytery; in FOster, The Cumberland 
Presbyterians, p. 275. 

2. Bishop, op. cit., P• 119. 
3. Minut_es of the Transylvania Presbytery, April 12, 1804; in 

Sweet·, The Presbyterians, P• 192. 



-&o-

ministry, certain assistants, like the helpers or catechists 
of the primitive church, may, under prqper restrictions and 
limi 'tat ions, be usefully employed in instructing the y~ 
in the principles of our ]loly religiont and conducting the 
prayer and voluntary societies of private Christians. • • 
It mu.st be left solely to the regnlar and established judica
tories of the church, according to the circumstances vilich 
may exist within their respective limits, to judge upon the 
subject •••• Let their duties ~ pointed out to them,· and 
circumscribed within prec~se limits• •• ~f any, upon fUll 
experience, are found to possess requisite qualifications 
for preaching the gospel and promise to be eminently use:tul 
to the church, they may, in time, purchase to themselves_ a 
degree, and be admitted; according to the regular course·, to 
the holy ministry." 1 

~e so-called anti-revivalists of the Cumberland PresQy-

tery continued in their opposition against the policy which the 

body had adopted in licensing and ordaining those who did not 

measure up to the traditional Presbyterian standards. In 1804, the 

same year in which the Tra.llsylvania Presbytery sent their inquiry 

to the General Assembly~ !nomas Craighead~ a member of the minority 

group remonstrated to the synod against the actions of the Cumber-

land Presbytery "charging the majority with. irregular! ty and doc-
2 

trinal unsoundness•'' 

A committee was chosen by synod to attend the next meet-

ing of the presbytery to investigate charges. Synod also ordered 

both groups:, "the complained of" and the 11complaining0 , to appear 

at the next ste,ted meeting of synod "with all the light and testi-
3 

mocy on the Subject that can be afforded." ~e committee which had 
- . 

been appointed made an unfavorable report concerning the records and 

• • • • • • • • 
1 • .Minutes of the General Assembly, op. cit., .May 25th, 1804, 

PP• 299-301. _ . 
2. Howard and Hubbert, op. oit., P• 458• 
3e Minutes of the Synod of Kentucky, Oct. 22, 1804; in Sweet, 

~e Presbyteri~ns, P• 329, 
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actions of the Cumberland P.resbyter.1• Upon receiving this report 

a commission was appointed to meet wi tn members of "said pres by-

terytt• This meeting was held in December. The Commission inquired 

into the testbno~ concerning the charge that the presbytery was 

guilty of ordaining and licensing men to preach the gospel ucontrary 
l 

to the rules and discipline of the :Presbyterian Ohurahe u It wanted 

to know why the presbytery required its candidates to subscribe to 

the Confession of Faith "so far only as they in reason, think it 
2 

corresponds with the Scriptures." The majority spokesman, James 

McGready, answered this question by sayiDg thats 

"The Confession of Faith was Human composition and fallible, 
and that they could not in conscience feel themselves bound 
arry farther than they believed it to correspond with the 
Scriptures. u 3 

The Commission decided that it was in its place to examine 

the members of the presbytery who had thus been "irregularly licens

ed" and nirregularly ordained". The members of the presbytery did 

not appreciate this move, and they naturally refused to hear to it 

maintaining that presbytery alone had the right to examine and pass 

upon its own candidates. When the commission attempted to proceed 

with the examination
1
members of the presbytery "interposed" to pr~ 

vent it. The men who were called upon to stand examination refused 

to Slll:mi t to the author! ty of the commission. The oozmnission con-

eluded that this action on the part of the presbytery was a re~ 

• • • • • • • • 

l• Ibid., P• 336. 
2. Ibid., P• 336. 
3. Ibid., P• 336. 



elation of the Jurisdiction of the ChurCh. It also resolved that 

these men be prohibited tram the duties to which they had been 
1 

attending unt~l they were willing to submit to the said examination. 

At the next meeting of synod the question as to what 

action to take in regard to the Cumberland Presbytery was again 

considered. William Hodge and John Rankin. two ot the regt.tlar~ 

ordained ministers of the presbytery, declared themselves willing 

to be examined on points of doctrine, but they retused to use their 

authority in attempting to silence the men Whose licensure and or

dination were under question. Fo~ this refusal they were suspended 

tram performing the privileges of their office. When Rankin and 

Hodge were asked 1f they wished to appeal from the judgment of the 

synod they replied "t:qat they had not thought of appealing to 8.'JJy' 
2. 

earth~ tribunal•'' 

The outcome ot the whole procedure was that synod declared 

that the difficulties Which seemed to .exist in Oumberland Presbytery 

were such as to ••inoapaci tate them for doing business"• and for this 

reason the synod felt that it was justified in dissolving the Pres-

bytery of Cumberland. The members Who had belonged to it were once 

more members of the Transylvania Presbytery. 

In 1807 a remonstrance against the action of the KentuCky 

Synod in suspendillg them f.rom the ministry was forwarded to the 

General Assemb!y by McAdow, Hodge, Rankin, and McGee, formerly 

members of the now disbanded Oumberland Presbytery. In answer to 

• • • • • • • • 

l. Of• Ibid;. P• 341. 
2. Ibid., Oct. 25th, 1806, P• 352• 



this remonstrance the General Assembly addressed a letter to the 

synod in which they said: 

"While· the .lssembly have found i* their duty on the one hallA 
to approve ot 'tDilrJ:ff ot your proceedings on t.b.e very irregular 
and censurable conduct of that presbytery ••• on the other-, 
to suggest that your proceedings in demanding that the young 
men irregularly licensed, be given up to your boCf¥ for exami
nation; in suspending the irregularly ordained ministers 
Without process in their case; and in suspending Messrs. 
Hodge and Rankin, for not sullni tting to the re-examina. tion of 
the young men, are at least of questionable regularity. 11 l 

In the following year the General Assembly addressed a 

letter to the for.mer members of the late Cumberland Presb.1tery in 

which they answered an appeal ot these men that their case be tried 

by the Assembly itself. In it they stated that the only legal way 

in which their case could be handled was for them to appeal to 

synod first and that if satisfaction was denied them, then they had 

the right to appeal to the Assembly. 

In 1809, after enough tbne had elapsed for a deliberate 

survey of the whole situation the Assembly wrote as follows concern-

i:ng the synod's action; 

"The Assembly think it due the Synod to say, that they cleserve 
the thanks of the church for the fir.mness and .zeal with which 
they have acted in the trying circumstances in which they have 
been placed." 2 

The (}Qmberland Presbytery was in existence for only four 

short years, bu.t its s~ of life was crowded with events Which were 

tar-reaching in their influence. Though not solved to the satisfac

tion of all of those concerned~, the actions of this short-lived 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Minutes of the General Assemb1y, op. cit., June lst, 1807, P• 389. 
2. Ibide', May 22d, 1809, P• 416. 
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presbytery gave rise to questions dealing With tradi tio:nal and. 

consti tutio:nal practices of the church• ke there o.ondi tions UJJd.er 

which the ohuroh is jus~ified in lowering the eduoatio:nal standards 

which it has set up for its ministry? ~hould a candidate tor the 

ministry be permitted to accept the Contession ot Faith as his 

faith. only in so far as it seems to him to agree with. the word of 

God? ]Oes the presbytery, in exercising its power ot·passing upon 
the 

the qualifiCations ot its candidates for" ministry, have. the right 

to ignore the specific constitutional requirements of the church? 

Does the synod have the constitutional right to demand that the 

presbytery- order the men who have been licensed and ordained by it 

to appear for re-exami:nation by the ·synod? What are the constitu-

tional rights ot both the presbytery- and the synod in their dealings 

one with the other? These were some of the problems which came to 

the fore during the brief ex~stenoe of the Cumberland Presbytery~ 

In 1808 the General .Assembly suggested tQ th.e synod that 

l ts action in demanding that the young men who had been licensed 

by the Cumberland Presbytery should be re-examined was at least 

questionable, and that it had exceeded its authority in suspendillg 

an_v ot the ministers of the late presbytery. Bat at the same time 

the General .Assembly stated quite clearly that in its opinion some 

of these men had been irregularly licensed and ordained by the 

Cumberland. J;re·sbyteq• 

~e following year·, probably under the influence of the 

strongly emotional appeal ot John Iule who had come to the meeting to 



defend the actions of synod, the General Assembq·~ without a dis

senting '\'IOte·, up:teld the position of the Synod of Kentucky concern

ing the action Which it had taken in dealing With the Cumberland 

Presbytery. Hodge, in discassi:ng the tE!nptation which existed at 

that time to lower the standal"d of ministerial education:, states in 

no uncertain terms that; 

"~o the honor of the Synod Of Kentuelcy'~ 1 t should be remembered 
that they subnitted to the secession of tb.at body now called 
tl:le Cumberland P.resbyterian!f~ rather than to yield to such de-
mands." 1 · 

!Ph.e ultimate and logical outcome. of this Whole affair was the 

establishment of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church about 'Which 

more will be said later. 

a. mile Synod of Kentuelcy'. 

Although th!s organization has been more or less thor-

oughly discussed in the preoedillg sections 1 t m~ght be well to 

present in brief form a more unified picture of the synod. In 

1785 the first presbytery west of the mountains, Abi:cgdon Presby

tery; was formed by the Synod of New York and Philadelphia. In 

the following year the northern part Of the terri tory included 

within the b~unds of the Abingdon Presbytery was placed under the 

jurisdiction of the newly formed Transylvania Presbyteq. In 1799 

the ~ransylvania Presbytery divided into three presbyteries and 

the three in turn united in 1802 to form the Synod of Kentuclcy'. 

• • • • • • • • 
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11!1!b.e Synod of Xentuoley', according to the appoin1ment of 
Gener~l Assembly held its first meeting in lexington, on 
the 14th day of October·, 1802, and was opened with a sermon 
by the Rev. Dlvid Ri®etl l 

Rice was chosen Moderator~ and Marshall, <Herk of the new synod. 

One of the first actions to be taken by the Synod of Xentucley' was 

to divide the Presbytery of ~ansylvania and thus to form the Oum-

berland Presbytery. 

At the open~ of the meeting of the synod of 1803 Rice 

preached a se~on on "The Present Revival of Religion, in this 

Country" • This semon was so well received by the members of the 

synocl that they officially thanked him for delivering it, and at 

the same time sought permission of him to :publish it; this per-

mission was granted. 

In tl11s same year, 1803~ the charges of the Washington 

Presbytery that two of its members, Messrs. Molfemar and Thompso~' 

held A:rmcmia~ tenets:• were brought to the notice of the synod. 

The synod voted to examine these two men, but 'When the time for 

the examination came both of the defendants were absent together 

with four other members. When the synod was debating as to what 

procedure to follow the absent members appeared and through one 

of their gr014p, Robert Marshall~ presented a protest to the pro

ceedings Of synod in the affairs of Washington Presbytery • This 

protest was signed by Robert Marshall, John Dunlavy, Richard 

Mo:tremar, Barton w. ~tone and John ~ompson. In it they _said: 

• • • • • • • • 
le Bishop, op, cit.-, P• 250. 



"We bid you adieu 'I.Ultil ~ougb. the providence of Qod it 
seeiQ good to your Bevd Bo~ to adopt a more libera;t Plan 
respecting h,~n ~eeds, & Oontessions." l 

" 

Two committees were appointed by synod to meet with these men to 

try to "bring them bao1t to the Standard,s and Q.octrines ot our 
- 2 . 

Ohurch" but they were unsuccessf'ul in their attempts·~ and th~s the 

seed of dissension took root and the synod was rent with schism. 

~e account ot ~e synoQ.'s action in dissolving the Cum

berland Presbytery in 1~06 has alreaccy been given. It might be 
I 

added here that in 1807', in its letter to the synod~· the General 

Assemb~ expressed the hope tqat the difficulties between the two 

bodies might be overcOlllec, and that the dissolved presbytery might 

be re-established. But in so much as the two groups concermd 

tailed to adjust their differences the desire tailed to become a 

reality. 

o. S1:m:mary. 

In order to understand the relationShip wniCh existed 

between the Presbyterian Ohu.rCh and the Great lievival it is nec

essary to know something of the historical developnent of American 

Presbyterianism. 'l'h.e course of action which the church followed 

conce~ the revival movement was large~ detemined by tradi

tio:nal Presbyterian policies and practices of the church. In a 

general way it is the purpose ot this entire s tllccy to . discover 

what happened when the trad~tio:nal policies and practices of the 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Minutes of the Synod of Xentllcq"j Sept. 10·, 1803; in Sweet:~· 

ll!he Presbyterians·, P• 319. 



church came into di:reat aontaat with the frontier a.speat of the 

:revival. It this chapter ha.s suaaeeded in p:resentil:lg 4.n .a alea:r 

and logiaal maJlller the way in whiah specitia policies and p:raa

tiaes atfecti:Dg the ahurah' s :relationship to the revival originated 

and developed it has accomplished its purpose. Thus ta:r we have 

studied the historical developnent of the revival and ot the church 

separate]¥, but from now on our attention will be directed to the 

relationship which existed between the two as they met on the 

western frontier. 
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CHAPTBR TaREE 

THE PRESBYTERIAN PRASE OF !l!HE \!ESTEBN REVIVAL 

'!It is an interestiDg fact that most of the great Arnerice.n 
. revival movements have come largely th;rougb. Pre~byterianism:~, 
and the great Revival in the West is no exception." 1 

The Great Western Revival began in Logan Oounty~~ Kentuclcy':; 

in the little Presbyterian churches of which James McGreae~¥ was the 

pastor. The developnent and spread of this religious awakening ~s 

so rapid that '-n a surprisingly short time churches in all parts 

of _the West were sharhlg in the experience. Although the movement 

was Presbyterian in origin, yet 1 t became too big to ranain denom

inational in either scope or char~c~rtl The Methodists and the 

.Baptists 'Were not slow in tald.ng advantage of the opportunity which. 

the revival,. offered~ and the ministers of t}lese three denominations 

were soon busily engaged in promoting the revival. In mal'\V' i&o: 

stances qlose cooperation existed among the denominational leaders 

who shared in the promotion of this work~' but there was a noticable 
' 

"let upu in 1ilJ.is spirit of cooperation as the movement spread. 

Since 'We are not deal~ with the 1nte~denomi:natioll81 

aspect of the revival we will limit ourselve~ to the trachlg of 

its development in its relationship to the Presbyterian OhurCh. 

A. The .Presbyterian C!)rigin of the Western Revival. 

To James :UcGrea~, a Presbyterian minister of Logan 

County goes the credit for launcP.ing the western revival movement:;' 

• • • • • • • • 
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for it was through his e:f'fective preaching that the people were 

first ~wakened fran their spiri tua1 apathy. The first indications 

of the coming revival '-Ppeared within his congregations in 1791£~' 

but it was :p.ot until two years later that ·the revival "took root". 

Wh.en the Logan <Jounty revival movement really got under we:y 1 t 

picked up mcmentum so rapidly that it reached its culmination in 
1 

the summer of 1800. Congregation attar congregation in thf:J '*Oum-

berlalld country" was visited by the revival. It spread like ~'wild-

fire"' and soon men came with their families from great distances 

to attend the meetings. 

Dae to the great popularity of these meetings the camp-o 

meeting was born. The first planned camp-meeting was held at the 

Gaspar River meeting-house·~ one of the three churches in McGrea~'s 

charge; in 1$00. HenQ&~ the oamp-meetitJg, which was destined to 

exert such a great influence upon the developnent of American 

Protestantism, was of Presbyterian origin. 

It is interesting to note that most of the meetings 

within the church in which the revival spirit reached its highest 

pitch were those at which the CoDm!Wlion was observed. This ~s 
' ' 

not hard to account for; it was only natural that the administe~ 

ing of the Lord's Supper in the midst of the already impressive 
' 

surrou:ndillgs would impart additioJ11Ll impressiveness to the service:;' 

and would thus aid in calling forth a deepened emotional response 

on the part of the participants. We have already seen how this 

• • • • • • • • 
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awa.Jmning led to stra.:nge and violent physical responses on the 

part of the members ot the great crow4s which gathered at the 

camp-meeting ground. 

There was some opposition to the movement trom within 

the Presbyterian Ghurch from the very start-, bat this opposition 

tailed to gather any effective strength until after the extrava

gances and disorders which accompanied the movement began to de-

velop. The more conservative ministers lined up on the side of 

the "anti-revivalists'*~ not beoa.use they tailed to see a:D¥thing 

good in the revival, but because they felt that the excesses 

which were tolerated and the doctrines that were proclaimed by 

some ot the revival preachers were, on the whole, detrimental to 

the cause of the church. 

B. The Spread ot the Revival within the Presbyterian 
Qhurch. 

1. The Revival :Mqvement in Presbyterian Churches in Kentu.clcy'. 

The tame ot the Logan ~ounty revival soon spread "tar 

and wide"-, and in a short time ministers and laymen were coming 

from all directions to see tor themselves that which had cane to 

passe :Many ot those who came were so impressed by what they saw 

ot the great work which had begun in such a small way in :McGread\v' s 

parish that they returned to their homes to undertake similar 

movements there. Thus the work spread quite rapid~ • Barton W • 

Stone, a Presbyterian m;nister of Bourbon County was one of the 

visitors to Logan County who was so impressed with what he w1 t-

nessed there tha,t upon his return home he labored to lead the 



members of his two co-ngregations, Concord and Cane Ridge:, into a 

spiritual experience such as the members of McGrea~•s congrega-

tions were enjoying, Unde~ his preaching BQUrbon County soon 

experienced a revival of the same type as the one in the "Camber~ 

land countrytt • The most famous oamp-meeting in the annals of 

.American history, "the great sacramental meeting held at Cane 
1 

IUdge":~ occurred in .A:ugust:, 1aor, as a result of Stone's efforts. 

Although the occasion for this meeting was the observance of the 

Lord's Supper, yet it was a union service with the ministers of 

three denominations, Presbyterian~ Methodist and Baptist·; sharing 

in the work. 

The revival movement grew so that in an incredibly short 

t~e Eentucky Presbyterianism generally was under its domination. 

As 1 t spread the abuses which characterized it multiplied~ but 

such was its momentum that it was almost ~possible to cope with 

these disorders. Quite naturally the gu1f between the "revival-

ists" and the ''anti-revivalists" contimed to widen as t• pa.ssed~J 

but matters did not reach a cltmax until 1803 when the extravagances 

of the revival were for the first t~e opposed with at least partial 

success. 

At the Walnut lUll Communion service in August~· John 

Iwle preached a sermon from the text: "God is not the author of 
2 

confusion, but of peace"• Father Rice also "exhorted powerfully 

••••••••• 
1. Clevelan~, op. cit., P• 75. 
2. I Corinthians 14;33. 
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1 
against noise and false exercises~" .After the service the mi~ 

isters who were present co:mrened at the house of the minister-~' 

Mr. Orawtord. :Rice read a paper before this small and informal 

gathering in which he called upon the ministers to make it their 

business to see that the camp-.meettngs were better regulated. 

This protest did serve to call attention to the scandals \\hicb. 

were coming to be associated with the camp-meetings; and probabl¥ 

did help some of the revival leaders to be more careful 1n 'the 

future concerni.Dg the camp-meetings \\hicb. they sponsored·; but it 

did quite certainly serve to increase the gu].f between the tao-

tions. The "revivalists" interpreted this move as an indication 

that the preachers who stressed the maintai:nance of order at tb.e 

meetings were opposed to the revival movement as sacb.e '!he result 

was that the protesting ministers were called ttanti-revivalists"-; 

which name was certainly 1nadvisably applied to those \\ho were 1n 

favor of the movement·~ but who merely wished to guard it from 

abuse. 

Thus the Xentucky revival.' l'ilioh was born 1n McGread¥' s 

small frontier congregations·~ swept rapidl¥ across the state until 

in a surprisingly short time it must have touched every Protestant 

congregation in Kentucky. 

We have noted the excessive emotional reactions which 

developed 1n relation to the revival movement in Rentucky~ and we 

have seen how the tendency to "boisterous emotion" led to the 

• • • • • • • • 
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abuses which. b.rought about a definite cleavage in the ranks of 

Eentucky Presbyterianism~' a cleavage whiCh soon developed into 

sChism(! But in spite ot the negative results of ~e Kentuclq Be-. 

vival it remains clear that: 

"• •• the Great Revival stimulated the religiou.s lite of 
the country as a whole, and did much to develop the region 
'West of the Alleghanies•" l 

2., ~e Revival Movement in the Frontier Presbyterian Churches 
outside of Kentucky. 

mile revival in its most extreme forms seei!ls to have been 

confined largely to Eentuoky-, "~t the spirit of it went abroad 
2 

through the nation." It spread to the north across the Ohio and 

it was not lo:ng until "its fires began to light up western aQi 
3 

central New York•" The revival in Central and Western New York 

is not as well known to history as some of the other phases of the 

movement, but aooordillg to Rays it was perhaps as influential there 
4 

as in any part of the country. !he churches o:t western Pennsyl-

vania experienced the revival·~ too. 

El~sha 1\laou.rd¥ was the outstanding revivalist among the 

Presbyterians in Pennsylvania. He was the pastor of two co~ega.-

tions, Cross Roads and !b.ree Spri:ngs. !he movement :tirst appeared 

in Ma.curdy's churches late in lSoi;· and early in 1802. One of the 

most memorable services connected with this phase of the revival 

was the observance of the Lord's Supper on the last Sunday of 

• • • • • • • • 

1. QlevelaDl, op. cit., P• 128. 
2. ~qmpson, op. cit., P• 137. 
3e Ibid., P• 137. 
4. Of. Rays, op. oi t., P• 151. 



Qctobe:r at the Cross Roads Church. ConcerniJJg this meet!~ the 

"Western Missionary Magaf;ine" says: 

"A great crowd of people coll,ected~ many from a great 4-istanae~, 
accomodated with provisions to continue on the ground duri:ng 
the whole of 1:he solemn! ty. • • Nine ministers attended. • • 
!l!he mee til:lg house, though large, bei:ng insufficient to contain 
JULl:t of the people, the sacrament was administered at the tent 
to about eight hundred oomnnmican1;s." l · 

.A.nother oelebra ted sacramental meeting of the Pennsyl

vania :revival was the one which was held at the Upper Batfalo 

Church on the second Sunday of November·, 1802. 

••It was much the largest assembly which had ever been collect
ed for divine worship in western Pennsylva.nta.. !l!he number was 
estimated at ten thousand. Fifteen ministers·, all members of 
the Synod of' Pittsburgh, were present and labored together 
during this solemn season with the u1most harmony. Mr. Macur~ 
was one of the number ••• !l!he evenil'lg and night were spent 1n 
pl!eaching, exhortation and prayer•" 2 

In its northward sweep the revival not only affected 

l.Vew York and Pennsylvania~~· but it also reached the Western Reserve 

section of Qnio as early as 180?. It then crossed over the int~ 

national boundary line into Canada. 

!l!l:u~ revival movement not only :reached across the Ohio 

into the settlements of the north·; but it crossed over the moun

tains into the frontier regions to the south and east of lrentuolcy' 

as well. It was not lol'lg tm.til Tennessee; western Virginia~ the 

Carolinas and Geo:rg~a. were sharing in the revival experience. 

• • • • • • • • 
1. T.b.e Western Missionary Magazine·; Vol. I, PP• 334, 335; in 

Stri~la.nd, op. cit., PJ• 99 .... 100. 
2. Ibid., P• 100. . 



011 !fhe Attitude of the General Assenibly 
Ooncerntng the Reviv$1. 

In 1802 the General Assembly appointed a committee to 

prepare a report concerning "the general state of reJ.ig1on" with

in the bo1mds of the .Assembly. A part of tb.is report:, which was 

ad,opted as an act of the Assembly reads as follows: 

"F.r(.'ID. the east, from the west, from the north, and tram the 
southt the most pleasing intelligenoe has been received, 
Revivals, Of a more or less general nature·, have taken place 
in many of our Presbyteries, ~e pious have been quickemd~ 
the daring arrested-; 1;he haughty humbled, and multitudes of 
once thoughtless sinners have been added to 1;'4e church._ In 
eome parts of' the State13 of Virginia and North Carolina-, the 
Sp1;r1t of God hast we trust, been PQltl'ed out in an extraordi• 
na:ey ma.mler; and by accounts received from Xentuclcy' and ~e:n:
nessee·~ the unusual work there, of which the Assemply was 
heretofore ~llforDJ&d-~ appears·' durillS the last year~ to have 
been prQgressive. DoubtfUl as the na~e of tb,e revival 
there first ll.ppe~d, from the very singlilar circumstances 
\\lh!ch attended. it, the Assembly do exceedingly rejoice that 
in its progress abundant evidence has been given that its 
author ~s God•" l · · 

At the next mae tillS of the AssembJ.y:; 1803·, another re-

port dealing with the general state of religion within the lim! ts 

of the Assembly was read and adopted. This report:, like the one 

of the previous year, had mucl:J, to say concerning the revival in 

its relationship to the church. In this report we read that: 

"In most of the northern and eastern presbyteries·, revivals 
of religion of a more or less general nature; have taken 
place •• • In JnetW of t11e southern and western Presbyteries~ 
revivals more extensivel' and of a more extraordinary nature 
have taken place. • • ~e Assembly would only observe that 
though they forbear to. exptoess al:W opinion as to the origin 
and. nature qf those c4toumstanoes·, which have attended the 
southern and western revivals;~ •• yet they are constrained . . ' . . . . . 

1. Minutes of the 'Gel18ral Assembly, op. cit.-, P• 9. 



to acknowle~ with thankfulness, that the last year while 
it presented a continuous, and great extension of this 
extraordinary work,· fUrnished also inoreasiilg evidence·; 
that it is indeed the work of God •• •" l 

It is apparent that the Assembly hesitated at first 

before placing its stamp of approval upon the frontier phase ot 

the revival because of the "ext:r•ordinary" exercises 'Which attend.;. 

ed it, ba. t the adoption Of the above report by the Assembly is 

evidence to the fact that its m$l!lbers, after having ample time 

to survey the situation, considered the revival as the "work of 

God". It is also interesting to note that they wisely forbore 

"to express arry opinion" conoernitg the ttorigin and na.turen of 

the disturbillg elements of the movement. 

D. '!he Effects of the Rev~val upon 
Western Presbyierianism• 

!he authorities are not in complete accord concerning 

the results ot t~e frontier revival upon the Presbyterian Church. 

!here are no accurate records by Which the number of people who 

joined the churah as a result of the revival can be determined. 

It is estimated that the Western Conference of the Methodist 

Ohurah added more than six thousand names to its rolls during 

the height of the revival, and that between 1800 and 1803 the 

Baptist churches in lrentualcy' alone increased their membership by 

more than ten thousand. 

• • • • • • • • 
le Minutes Of the .Gene:ral Assembly, op. cite, P• lle 
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As we know; the western revival made its first appe~ 

ance ~n Presbyterian congregations, but the Presbyte:r~an Church 

did not experience as great an incl!ease in membership as the Meth-

odists and Baptists did. In spite of the revival and the :resulttng 

opposi~ion towards its traditional policies which came from within 

the ab.urch, frontier Presbyterianism oontimed to 4emand the ad-

herence of its ministers to the Westminster Oonfessio~, and to 

require of them that they meet the educational standards of the 

church. Because of the church's determined stand concerning its 

ministerial standards it was :rent by divi•ionflJ~ and _thus wa.s not 

able to increase its membership to the same extent as the Methodists 

and .Baptists did. llevertneless many new menbers were accepted into 

the church because of the revival. 2b.at the Presbyterian Church 

did experience an increase in its membership is made clear in the 

MillU.tes of the GeJ:Jeral Assembly of 1803:; for we read that: 

tt • , • in the course of the last year~ there is reason to 
believe, that several thousands within the bounds of the 
Presbyterian ab.'IU'ch, have been brought to embrace the 
gospel of .Christ." l 

It is difficult to know just exactly how well informed 

the Assembly was concerning the situation which existed on the 

frontier, but there is sufficient reason for believing that they 

were well enough acquainted with the facts to know what they were 

doing when they said: 

nThe Ass~bly considers the prospects of our church in the 
frontier settlements~ as more favorable tn,an they have been 
at the date of any former report," 2 

• • • • • • • • 

lo Minutes ot the General Assembly:~ op, cit., May 26th:, 1803·~ p,274, 
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E. Conclusion. 

The Great Western Revival was of Presbyterian orig~n. 

From Logan Oounty, KentuaK:y,- its birth-place, it sp~ead "like 

fire in a dry stubble field" until the whole frontier from New 

York to Georgia felt the "glow'' of it. In its rapid and strikitlg 

conquest of the frontier the movement was marred by "many extrava

gances anQ. muoh fanaticism" 'Whioh came as the result of the emo

tional strain which it imposed upon the people • ~e to these 

disorders which attended the revival the Presbyterian ministers 

were divided into two groups, the "revivalists" and the "anti

revivalists", although maz:w of ~ose who were classed with the 

latter group by the "revivalists" did not rightfully belong there:~ 

for they did not oppose the revival as such~· 'bllt merely contended 

against the abuses which characterized it• 

As a result of the revival western Presbyterianism 

experienced a permanent cleavage; most of the so .... oa.lled "revival

ists left the ohuroh, and because Qf the resulting schisms the 

Presbyterian };hase of the Western Revival "burned low" some time 

before the general revival movement ''died out"• 
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Ol!APTE!t. FOUR 

PRESBYTERIAN IilllADERS OF THE WJilSTER.'N REVIVAL 

-~~ contributions of the frontier~ to American 

histor.1 are seldom fUlly recognized and therefore cannot be thor-

oughly appreciated• ~e ore41t is usually given the Puritan and 

the Cavalier for their contributions to American society, but the 

role which the pion~r played in the developnent of the nation is 

all too frequently over-looked; for it is doubtfUl "if we have 

wholly realized the importance of the part played by that stern 

and virile people, the Irish. • • the Scotch-Irish, as they are 
1 

often called" who pushed past the "settled regions", and. estabo-

lished settlements of their own ~ the wilderness beyond• Their's 

was no easy task', for they, like the first American colonists:; 

were compelled to follow a trail of their own malting. Nor <Ud 

they plunge ~to the wilderness to remain unheard of, for in a 

surprisiXJgly short time they were exertiDg a determining influence 

upon the life and policies of the nation. More credit for the 

establishing and popularizing of both religious and political de-

mocracy in America belongs to them than to any other group. 

~e rapid advancement of western ideas and ideals to the 

fore in American life and thought is ~ple evidence that the frontier 

settlements and states enjoyed strong and effecient leadership. 

~is fact has long been recQgnized in the field of goverument and 

politics, where the lives of suCh men, as Clay, Jackson and Lincoln 

• • • • • • • • 
1, Roosevelt, op. cit., vol. I, P• 84. 



serve as col1Stant reminders of the national leadership mieh has 

come out of th~ west. ·· 

With the exception ot the Methodists, who pay rightful 

tribute to the memory of their circuit riders·~ the Protestant d~ 

nominations have not expressed an appreciation of the influence 

and work of their early western leaders in keeping with the accomp-

lishments wrought by those leaders, We delight in honoring the 

memory of those leaders from the west who have helped to lay the 

foundations upon which our national life rests, b~t we neglect the 

memory of those frontier preachers Who endeavored to keep the 

torch of Christianity burning in the western settlements ~ieh 

produced. these leaders. It would be di~icml t to over-estimate 

the influence .Which was exerted upon frontier life and customs by 

the early western preachers. In laboring to keep Christianity 

alive in the newly established. settlelllents they were instrumental 

in brit~ging about the Gt-ea t Re"rival which in turn transformed the 

moral and social life of the settl.e'rso Nor did they limit· their 

act~vi ties to the preaching of the gospel, for they also establish

ed ~ schools and thus attempted to meet both the religious and 

secular educational needs of the frontier oormnuni ties, !!.!his added 

responsibil~ty was assumed by the ministry of the Presbyterian 

Ohuroh as a part of the "day's work" to such an extent that every 

minister 1n the west became not only a preacher of the gospel but 

a schoolmaste~ as well. 

In view of the difficulties which these men faced and 

crnrcame; in accomplishing their assigned and assumed tasks it 



is evident that they are worthy Qf more consideration and st;ua, 

on the part of the Cbul"Ch's historians than tney have heretofore 

received., That they played an important role in shaping the 

destiey of American Presbyterianism has alread¥ been illustrated, 

and will be more fully so before the study is brought to an end. 

Our study would not be complete unless information 

pertaining to the lives and work of same of the leaders~wno were 

responsible for shaping the destiny of' western Presbyterian!~, 

and hence American Presbyterianism, were to be included.. There 

are but few existing references relating to the lives of these 

Presbyterian pioneers and most of those \'Zh.ich have been preserved 

appear on the pages of contemporary church records, for Presbyter-

ianism -

''. • • with 1 ts f il'}.e 11 tera:ry traditions and 1 ts high regard 
for its builders of the past, has been stra:.cgely negligent 
in the matter of laying literary tribute upon the memories 
of their denominational founders of the west. • • the few 
scanty references to the men, mose devotion and vision lay 
behind the aChievements of :Presbyterianism in the vast range 
of the American West, are almost lost amid the details of 
overtures, reports and statistics." 1 

A. Da.v id Rice. 

le Early Life and Settlement in Kentuclcy. 

Rev. :!avid Rice, '~the father of Kentucky Presbyterian

ism''=;· was born ~ I:Ia.nover County, Virginia, December 20~ 1733• 

Like most of the early Presbyterian ministers wno settled west of . . 2 
the Alleghenies Rice was a graduate of the College of Princeton. 

• • • • • • • I! 
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He was licensed to preach in 1762 when he was twenty-nine years 

old. The following twenty ... o:ne years were spe11t in ministering to 

congregations in Virginia• In 1783 he jourp.eyed from his horne in 

Bedford County, Virginia, to the newly s~ttled Bantu~ frontier 

section. He did not make the trip to Kentucl;v with the intention 

of becoming a resident, but he went "solely with a view to m~ 
l 

some provision for his numerous and dependent family" • His pm-

pose was not accomplished, however, for he soon became disgusted 
2 

"with the shameless spirit of specul~tion" \vhiah he encountered 

in Kentucky and returned home without buying a single acre Qf land, 

During his brief and apparently prof'i tless stay in Kentucky Jiice 

preached wherever and Whenever the opportunity to do so presented 

1 tself'. Jlany of' the settlers who heard him urged him to come to 

Kentuclcy' and establish a church among them. He finally agreed to 

consider this request :l.f' the permanent settlers who wished to con

stitute themselves into a chureh would ~aw up and sign a written 

invitation to him. Soon after he came to this decision a paper 

was placed in his hands which con1;ained about three hundred signa

tures. Hanover Presbytery recommended that he accept this petition 

and as a result he moved to Kentucky where he organized the Concord 

church in Danville as well as another ohureh near Harrodsburgh. 

2, Activities in Relation to the Work of the Church. 

Rice was one of the organizers of the Transylvania 

• • • • • • • • 
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2• Ibid., P• 64. 
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Presbyter.1 and was chosen py his associates to serve as its first 

moderator. Partly because of his health but also beoause of 

certain difficulties 'W11ch arose within the Danville congregation 

David Rice was granted a dismissal from his congregations by pres

bytery in 1797. Even though he severed his pastoral relationship 

and moved to a different part of the state he con timed as an 

active member of Presbytery, 

~e first session of the Synod of xentucky, October 14th~ 

1~02, was opened with a sermon by the l,tev. David Rice-, following 

which he was honored by his fellow laborers 1:p; being chosen to 

serve as the first moderator of the new synod. When synod met the 

following year, 1803, it was again opened by a sermon by Rice. He 

preached a timely semon on this occasion dealing with the "Present 

Revival of Religion, in This Country" in which he draw certain oon-

elusions concerning the revival and its effects, and in which he 

also spoke direct~ to the ministers concerning their duties and 

responsibilities-, saying in part: 

"Endeavor to improve yourselves in knowledge as tar as you 
~n; and especially in the knowledge of the sacred scriptures 
and the human heart ••• and, attend chiefly to the refomation 
ot the principles and practices of men, and the salvation of 
their souls• • • Endeavor as wall and as fast as you can, in 
present circumstances, to train up a pious, sensible·~ prudent 
and learned ministry, I am tully persuaded of the utility, 
prudence and importance of learning,." 1 

That his interest in education was both genuine and 

practical is borne out by the part which he played in helping to 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Rice, Sermon on the Present Revival of Religion in this Oountey:; 

PP• 18, 20, 22, 41, 42• 



establish educational 1nstltutions in Xentuoley'. Rice was the 

first chairman of the board of t:ru.stees of !b.•ansylvania Semina.ey 

?lhioh was opened in 17S3 in his hou.se near Danville. Later~ 

when the Presbyterians founded Xentu<lky Seminary he was chosen 

as a member of its first board of trustees. 

3. Attitude Concerning the Revival. 

Rice regarded the revival as "a real revival of the 

Qhl'istian religion~~ bu.t he was deeply concerned over the abuses . 

which came to be associated with the movement, for 11 the extrava-

gant irregu.larities and enthusiastic fantasies ?lhioh deformed the 
1 

Great Revival," were very distasteful to him and to his more co~ 

servative associates. 

Because of his concern tor the welfare of the revival 

and religion in general he fe+t compelled to call attention to 

the tact that it was the duty of the religious leaders com1epted 

with the movement to exert their influence towards the suppression 

ot the disorders which had become f!o closely identified with the 

western revival. In July, 1803, at the \Valnut Hill Sacramental 

Service he and John Iule made a s1;renous effort to impress upon 

the minds of' their colleagues the necessity of guarding against 

the abases which attended the oamp--mee1;ing. This protest brought 

to a. climax the dissension which had been developillg w1 thin the 

Presbyterian ministry over the revival issue and f'rcm this time 

on each faction was determined to follow the course ot its own ~/ 

•••••••• 

1. lBvidson, op. cit., P• 140. 
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dictates. 

Since he continued as an active member ot both presby

tery am synod du.ri:ag the period in which the natural reaction to 

the revival movement occurred Rice was a witness tro, and partici-

pated in the schisms growi:ng out ot 1 t which rent the Presbyterian 

Ob.uroh asunder. !hrough the period ot controversy he conscien-

tiously supported the policy adopted by the Church concerni~ its 

adherence to the standards and requirements vilich 1 t had set up 

tor its ministry. Be is also credited as maintaining a partioular
l 

ly sall8 attitude toward the revival, and because ot this "sall8 

attitude" he ga:re the revival ored.it tor the good which it had 

accomplished; but on the other hand men the irregalari ties mioh 

attended the movement beg&Jl to make their appearance he was one 

ot the •'Judicious men" who were "tully persuaded that there ~ 

much that •s wro~ in the manner ot conducting the work, ad 

that an erratic and enthusiastic spirit prevailed to $ lamenta'ble 
2 

extent." 

Even though he himself was a member ot the group whioh 

opposed the activities ot the more radical revival element in the 

Church, he was honest enough to admit at"terwards that in his opinion 

the ohuroh had not acted wisely in its handli~ of the revival• ln 

speaking of the relationShip of the church to the revival in 1808 

he said; 

• • • • • • • • 
1. ot. Sweet, Story ot Rel1g,1ons in Amerioa, P• 333. 
2. D.r • .Alexander, letter tO: Editor ot Watchman & Observer, dated 

Sept. 5th, 1846; in Dav14son, op. cit., P• 189. 



"That ws had a revival of the spirit' and power of Ohristian
it,v among us, I did, do, anq ever shall believe;. • • but we 
sadly mismanaged it; we have dashed it down and broken 1 t to 
pieces ••• We have not acted as wise master-builders Who 
have no need to be ashamed.'' 1 

4. Publications. 

In addition to his pastoral and ministerial work Rice 

also was the author of several publisP,ed works. The first of 

these was "An Essay on Baptism" which was published in 1789. 

This appeared in pamphlet form and was probably the first pamphlet 

to be written or printed in Kentuclcy'. In 1791 he published "A 

LecttWe on the Divine Decrees":, and in 1792 "Slavery Inconsistent 

with Justice and Polity", which title expresses quite clearly his 

attitude toward the slave traffic. The sermon Which he delivered 

before the Kentucky Synod in 1803 was published by synod at the 

request of its members. In 1806, followil'lg the "New Light Schism" 

he published "An Epistle to the Ohristians Qf Kentucky''• Altogether 
2 

Rice was the au thor of seven published works• 

6. Conclusion. 

In 1816 his long and fruitful ministry was brousnt to 

a close. The following notice of his death appears in the minutes 

ot the Transylvania Presbytery for September 1, 1816: 

"This pby • record With heartte 1 t emotions Of sorrow the 
departure of our venerable aged & beloved father 1n the 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Bishop, "The Memoirs of Rev. J;)avid Rice"; in Foster, op. cit., 

P• 264. 
2. Bishop, op. cit., p• 113. 
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ministry the Rev. DAVID RICE• He was the. first moderator 
of this pby• which met in this place on the 17th day ot 
OQtr 1786 and of which he has since been a constant and 
fa~ thful member until his entrance into rest, which was 
on the 18th fJay of June, 1816. n l 

And thus the presbytery paid sincere tribute to its first modera-

tor, the "father" of Presbyterianism in Kentualcy', the Rev. D9.vid 

Rice. 

We are told concerning Rice's personality that as a 

preaah.er "his natural manner was solemn and impressive. • • In 

society he was dignified and grave. · His person was slender:, but 

tall and active, and even at the age of seventy, he exhibited an 
2 

astonishing degree of alertness." In his relations with his 

felloVilllen Rice exhibited the true spirit of Christianity• The 

troubles which appeared in the synod as a result of the revival 

grieved him, and though he did not waver 1n his stand yet he used 

his influence in an attempt to bring about a satisfactory and 

peaceful agreement between the contending parties. The follow!~ 

passage frcm his "Epistle to the Christians of Kentuclcy'" published 

Just after the "New Light Sah.ism" gives us a clear picture of the 

Christian spirit of the manJ 

"Perhaps one cause for our unhappy divisions Wd.S the want of 
mutual acquaintance and confidence ••• Had we been better· 
acquainted; and more united, we should probably have made one 
exertion to promote religion and one exertion to prevent 9r 
cure 'What was amiss and hurtful to the cause. 11 3 · 

. . . . . . . ~ 
l. Sweet, The Presbyterians, P• 244. 
2. Davidson, op. cit., P• 71. 
3. BiShop, op. cit~, P• 381. 



J:S, James McGrea~, 

The one man Whose :name is inseparably as so cia ted w1 th 

the :Kentucky Revival is James :McGready. He -was born in Pennsyl-

vania·, but when he -was still quite young his parents moved to 

Guilford Ooun ty, North Carolina. McGready returned to his native 

state to stu~ for the ministry in JOhn MCMillan's LQg College, 

Upon the completion of his studies he was licensed to preaCh by 

the Redstone Presb,ytery. 

1, Experiences in Pennsylvania and the Carolinas as a Minister. 

One day after he had been in the ministry for a while 

he happened to overhear two of his friends discu.ssing b.1me !l!b.ey 
. ' . ' 

were quite free in giving expression to their views concerning 

his religious character. AccordiJJg to them MoGready was but a 
. 1 

''mere formalist, a stranger to regenerating grace". Because ot 

his friends' evaluation of his religious character McGready was 

led to make a thorough self-examination, He was in earnest and 

prayed over the matter. Soon after the occurrence ot this incident 

McGready had the religious experience w.hioh his friends had said 

he needed. ~is experience revolutionized his life; thenceforth 

he made it his mission "to arouse false professors~ to awaken a 

dead ohuroh, to warn silU1ers and to lead them to seek the mw 
2 

sp~itual lite which he himself had found," 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Howard and Hubbert, op. cit., P• 451, 
2• Ibid., p, 452• 
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McGraady left his Charge in the Redstone Presbytery and 

went to the Oarolina.s to take up his labors. ~ap1y affected by 

his own experience it was natural for him to d:well upon the necess

ity of the new birth, and the "importance of knowing the time when 
. l 

and the place ~ere the conversion had occurred." He preaaqed for 

conversions and was so successful in his work that a revival was 

soon begun, He was so earnest in his exhortations and dalliUlcia-

tiona that he was accmsed of "running people distracted and of 2 .. 

diverting them from their occupations," Violent opposition to 

him and to his preaching soon developed. Part~ because of the 

threats of those who opposed his \Vork~ and partly because some of 

his Carolina converts had moved across the mountains into Eentueky 

McGready left his pastorate and settled in Logan ColUlty, Kentuck~t~ 

in 1796. Here he be~e the pastor of three frontier congregations. 

2• Association w1 th tll.e Revival Movement. 

It was under MoGready' s persuasive preaching that the 

great western revival movement had its beginning. It is said of 

his preaChing that he would so "array hell before the wicked, that 
3 

they would, tremble and quake." One of his sermons Which has been 

selected as typical of his style is on the text: "'l?he fool hath 
4 

said in his heart, There is no God," Concerning the death of 

this fool and his after-ciea th experiences McGrea4¥ says: 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Davenport, op. cit~, P• 67, 
2. Sweat, The Story of Religions in .America, P• 327. 
3. Davenport, op. cit., p~ 67. 
4. Psalm 53:1. 



ffl{e died accursed of God. • • When the fiends of he 11 
dragged h~ into the eternal ~li~ he roared and sc:reaJlloo:' 
ed and yelled like a devil. • • Wh.en he surveys his ltte 
ai34 reflects on the many offers of salvation he retllsed~ 
• • • he is constrained to confess he is emphatically a 
fool - a damned fool - for he is damned to hell forever 
and ever. ri 1 . . . 

The revival whtoh attended his efforts is evidence that 

McGready's type of preaah.ing was rewarded with results; maey sm. 

oere and lasting conversions were made, but on the other hand it 

is little wonder that the people were frequently thrown into a 

frenzy ot excitement after listening for hours at a ttme to this 

k:J.nd ot preaching. · 

In 1801, when maey were openly opposing the physical 

"accidentials" of the revival, and when others were led to doubt 

the authentic! ty of the move:nent i tsel:t beoa.use of these "accsi"" 

dentials" McGready made his stand publioa.lly, and in no unoerta~p, 

terms, in his "Vindication of the Exercises of the Revival"• 

3• The Cumberland Presbyterian Schism. 

Quite naturally MoGready played a leadiZJg part in the 

controversy between the synod and the Cumberland Presb,vtery. His 

sympathies -m:tre all on the side ot the presbytery. He Wt:\S one ot 

the men who ttinterposed to preventtt the examination of the men 

~om the .Commission of Synod wiShed to examine. 

When the presbytery was dissolved McGready and his 

associates for.med themselves into a council. !.his council made 

• • • • • • • • 
1. McGready, Posthumous Workff~ pp. l~ 228, 229; in Cleveland, op. 

csit., P• 45• 
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· to 
som.e conciliary gestures 'Which the synod ignored. The next- step 

was the organization, by some of th~se council members, of the 

Cumberland Presbyterian ~-qrob.o :McGread¥ and the Hodges were not 

willing to take i;b.is step so they resumed their relations with 
1 

synod on such terms "as were agreeable to them and to 1 t" • 

4• Conclusion. 

McGread¥ remained in the chur.ch as an active member ot 

the Transylvania Presbytery until the formation of the Muhlenburg 

Presbytery at which time he became a member of the new presbytery. 

In 1813:, while he was serving as pastor at .Sharon church in Logan 

Oounty, he was appointed by the General Assembly to carry on 

missionary work for a period of three months within the bounds ot 

his home presbytery. Again in 1814, McGrea.d.y was one of fifty 

ministers who were chosen by the Assembly to carry on missionary 

\rork within its limits. This time he was commissioned to labor 

for a period of three months "within the bounds of the Presbytery 
.2 

ot West Tennessee". 

McGready died in Henderson Ootmty';' Kentucky, at the age 

of fifty~four. The notice of his death which appeared in the 

"OJlillocothe Recorder" for January 30th, 1818, contained the follow-

ing passage which gives us an insight into his character and "WOrk: 

"He ought to be imitated in his regard for the honor of God, 

. . . ~ . . . . 
1. Foster, op• cit., P• 288. 
2o Mimites of the General Assembly, op. cit., May 31st, 1814, P• 5640 



and the salvation of souls, llis vigoro~s .and zealous 
exertions to promote these grand. obJects·, his fidelity 
in declaring the mole counsel of God," 1 

A knowledge of McGreadf' s distinctive traits·, and of 

his conversion experience gives a better understanding of the 

character of the revival which grew out of his preaching. His 

own conversion experience was so real to him that he clung to the 
. d.S . 

idea that everyone should be A fully aware of the exa.ct moment in 

mich he was converted as he himself was, :Barton W. Stone~,· a 

fellow revival leader, who had beep. one of MeG-ready's ·Carolina 

converts~ says of him: 

1'Ris person was not presupposing, nor his appearance inte~ 
eating, except his remarkable gravity and small piercing 
eyes. • • Everything appeared by him forgotten but the sal
vation of souls, Such earnestness·, such zear, sueh pQwertul 
persuasion, • , I had never before witnessed," 2 

It is little wonder that the people mo came under the 

influence of such a preacher were immediately and definitely 

impressed with the need of the soul's salvation• 

C, Barton W, Stone. 

Although Stone was .the leader in the so-called "liew 

Light Soh. ism", yet it does not seem inconsistent with the parpose 

of our study to include his name among those mo have been selected 

for special consideration. Aris study of the relationship miab. 

existed between the revival and the Presbyterian Church would be 

incomplete if it were to fail to take into account the schisms 

• • • • • • • • 
l, Bishop, op. cit., P• 213. 
2, Quoted by Cleveland, op. cit~, P• 39, 



which the church experienced duri~ this period because ot th,e 

revival. In order to hav• an understanding ot the perma,nent . . . 

divisions \\hiab. occurred 1n the church it is necessary to know 

somethillg ot the personalities back ot them. Stone was the most 

influential member ot the group 'Whiab. separated themselves from 

the Presbyterian Ohuran and continued their religious activities . . l 

under the rwme ot "Christians"• 

lo Early L~e. 

Barton w. Stone was born 1n Maryland in 1772. When he 

was about sixteen years old he entered Gu.iltord Academy and studied 

there under D.r. David Oald\~ll• A great interest was being shown 

in religious matters by the students at the time ot Stone's coming 

to the Academy. ~his unusual interest was due, in part at least. 

to the preaching .ot ,Tames McGre"~• In time Stone himself came 

under the intlu~noe ot McGready' s preaching. 

Stone was received by the Presbytery ot Orange as a can-

dida.te tor the ministry in 1793. He completed his course ot study 

under the direction ot Will~ Hodge and passed the prescribed 

e~inations~ but he decided to give up the idea ot entering into 

the ministry• He taught school tor a. while in a Methodist Aca.demi~ 

but the desire to be a preacher retarned so he resigned his posi~ 

tion and was licell!led tq preach by the 0r8llge Presbytery. 

• • • • • • • • 
lo The term ttOb.ristian" throughout this stc.dy refers to the denomi

nation which grew out ot the "New Light Schism"• 



2. Xentuclcy Minis try • 

a. Call and Ordination. 

Stone t'~st mnt to Xentuclcy in 1796~ bu.t af'ter spend .. 

ing a short time there he returned east for a visit. In 1798 he 

received a calJ. from the combined congregations of Cane Ridge and 

Concord, the two congregations over whiCh he had ministered duriDg 

his first brief stay in Kentuclcy'. He accepted this call, and in 

April, 1798, he was .received under the care of the Transylvania 

Presbytery. Six months later he was ordained as a minister in 

the Presbyterian ChurCh. At the time of his ordination he was 

called upon to give response to ttthose questions appointed to be 
l . 

put to candidates previous to their ordination"o Accordtng to 

~tone's own testimony, when he was asimd: "Do you receive and 

adopt the Oontession of Faith as containing the system ot doctrine 

taught in the Bible?" he answered audibly enough for everyone 

present to hear=, "I do as far as I see it consistent with the mrd 
2 

of God... Robert Marshall, the presiding "bishop" did then ''by 

prayer & with layillg on of the hands of the pby. according to the 

apostolic example, solemnly ordain and set apart Mr. Barton Stone 
3 

to the sacred office of the gospel ministry." 

b• The Cane R~dge Meeting. 

Daring the first part of Stone's ministry the spiritual 

• • • • • • • • 

1. :Mimtes of the Transylvania Presbytery"~ Oct. 4th·, 1798; in 
Sweet, The Presbyterians, P• 181. .· 

2. James B. Finley, Autobiography, PP• 39,40; in Fortune=, op• cit., 
P• 33. 

3• Minutes of the Transylvania Presbytery, Oct. 4th, 1798; in 
Sweet, !b.e Presbyterians, P• 181. 



life of the members of his congregations \vas at a low ebb. Stone 
<.- .• ' •' • •"' 

was deeply concerned over this indifference to spiritual things 

on the part of his church members and determining to do some thing 

about it he paid a visit to the revival meeti~s which were beitJg 

held in Logan Oount,v to see What help he-could get toward the 

solution of his problem. He was convinced that the revival was 

the work of God, and seeing in it the answer to his own perplex~ 

ing problem he began to work toward that end in his own parish. 

His efforts were rewarded almost immediately; under his leade~ 

ship a reyiva:L similar to the one which he had just w1 tnessed in 

Logan County began. The climax of this phase of the revival and 

of the entire western revival movement, was reached in the famous 

Oa.ne Ridge Service. 

3. Eoolesia.stical Disoorde 

An important a.nd far-reaching result of the Oane Ridge 

meeting was the "ecclesiastical revolt'' which grew out of it. 

Stone, though a Presbyterian, was harassed by certain aspects of 

OalviniSili~ and although he admitted that "thousands of precious 

saints .. adhered to the system, yet he felt that it was among the 

"most discouraging hindrances to sinners from seeking the kingdom l . . 

of God." He felt that there were definite points of conflict 

between the Confession of Faith and the Word of God as contained 

in the ~ible. Some of his associates in the Presbyterian ministry 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Je R. Rogers, The Oane Ridge :Me~ting-House·, P• 118; in Jennings~' 

A Short History of the Disciples of Christ·, P• 51. 
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agreed with him on this point; accordingly they declared their 

independenae from any. man-made creed. Because Stone and his 

assoeia tes refused to withdraw :from the position which they had 

taken in regard to some of the teachings of the Calvanis tie sys

~, and because they refused to subscribe to the Confession of 

Fa.i th, they were deposed by the Synod of Kentucky ":from all the 
. 1 

functions of the Gospel ministry." 

After the schism occmrred this group of men labored 

toward the establishment of a :new church. They, wishing to mini

mize the spirit o:f denominationalism-;' termed themselves Christians. 

Though :four of the five founders soon deserted the movement the 

new denomination experienced a rapid growth. ln 1815 Stone h~ 

self was compelled to ~each school in order to earn a livel:Ulood. 

About 1820 he organized a church in Georgetown which started with 

six or seven Jll8mbers, but soon had an enrpllment of more than two 
2. 

hundred. 

In 1832 the movement of which Stone was the leader join

ed :forces with the followers of Alexander Campbell. The group 

mioh was thus formed by the union of these two movements is usual-

1y referred to by the term Christian, the name for which Stone a.Dl 

his followers contended. 

4e Oonolusion. 

lla.rto;n W. Stone died at Hannibal, Missouri:~ in 1844~ am 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Minutes of the Synod of Xen~olcy':, Friday, Oct. 13th, 1808; in 

Swe~t, T.ae Presbyterians, P• 372. 
2. Qf. Fortune:, op. cit., P• 57 • 
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was buried at Oane ;Ridge, The marble monument which markS his 

grave bears this inscription: 

''The Church of Christ at Cane Ridge 
and other generQl.lS friends in Xentuclcy' 
have caused th~s monument to be erected 
as a tribute of' affection and grati~de 
to 

Barton w. Stone 

Minister of' the Gospel of Christ and 
the distinguiShed ref'or.mer of the 
nineteenth oentuey. 

· Born Dec. ~~ 1772, 
Died lfov. 9~ 1844. 
IUs remains lie here. 

This mollWilent erected 1847." l. 

As tor Stone's personal characteristics: it is said 
2 

that in appearance he was "grave~' meek:, plain~, and humble." 

He brought an immense ~ount of' critic ism upon himself 

because ot the course of' action which he followed concerning his 

relationship with the Presbyterian Ohurch; probably he did act 

unwisely, but 1n all fairness it must be admitted that he acted 

in good faith, That he was fir.m in his conviotic:>ns is demonstrat

ed by the tact ~at he was tne only one of the five who pre~ipi

ta.ted the "lfew Light Schilml" \'lho remained loyal to the movement 

that gr~w ou.t of it. The question may well be raised as to whether 

he always interpreted the Bible correctly, but the fact remains that 

regardless ot whatever personal losses might be involved he did 

strive to be true to the Word ot God as he saw it. 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Fortune, op. cit., p, 32. 
2. H. Leo Boles, Biografb.i<Sal Sketches of Gospel Preachers, P• 29. 
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1. Licensure and Ordination. 

Richar4 McNemar, John Dunlavy and And:rew. Steel applied 

to the Transylvania Presbytery as candidates for the ministry. 

!!!hey took the usual examina tiona of candidates and passed 1;hem to 

the satisfaction of the members of presbytery. They were then 

given the liberty to "exhort publ1cl.y'1 ~ but certain limitations 

were 1Jnppsed upon thetn• They were forbi~n to exhort oftenel" 

than once every fortnight~' and they were likewise directed that 

their exhortations were not to exceed three-quarters of an hour in 
1 

lel'Jgth. 

In J8,Jluary, 1797, McNemar and Jhnlavy <mme before pres

bytery to take their examinations for licensure• Their examinations 

-were sustained by presbytery and they '~aving adopted the Contession 

of F.aith & satisfactorily answered the questio~ appointed to be pat 
2 . 

to candidates to be licensed" were thereby licensed "to preach the 
3 

gospel of Christ as probatiomrs," 

In April, 1798:, McE'emar was called to minister to the 

Cabin Creek congregation. !!!he Cabin Creek Church was located north 

ot the Chio River near Maysville~ Ohio. In August of the same year 

he was ordained into the ministry of t'lle Presbyterian Church. 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Ot, Minutes of the Tra.nEJylva.nia. Presbytery~, Oct. 9th; 1795; 

in-sweet, The Presbyt_erians, P• 161. 
2. Ibid., Jan. 4th, 1797~· PP• 166, 167. 
3• Ibidei P• 167• 
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2. Pe~sonal T~aits. 

A knowledge of Mc~'s personal traits is of great 

aid toward the Uilde~standing of his __ ~elationshlp to the revival 

movement 411 He was tall, erect, and heavy-set. lie was quite EJ,ctive 

and was inclined to be enthusiastic ove~ vmatever he happe:ned to 

be e:rgaged 1n do1:rg. Fo~ exaznple~ we a~e told that he spoke and 1 . . 

saDg with "all his heart," Since he possessed the above Character-

!sties it is not surp~ising that he was a popu~ declamatory 

~eacb.e~. It is thus ap~ent that he displayed most of the ~aits 

essential to successful ~evival prea~ing. It is not surprising 

that he was one of the better known of the leade~s 'Who were assQ-!o 

cia ted w1 th the astern ~evival movement. 

3. The Sb.a.k&r Convert apd Apologist. 

Mclfe~ was one of the five original members of the 

"liew Light Schism"~ and is said to have been the one 'Who was direct-

lY ~esponsible for the for.mation of the Spriugtield Presbyte~y 'WhiCh 

these five men organized after their suspension by synod. He con

tinue4 to be active in the new movement until 1Q05 at which time 
2 

the Shakers made "an easy conquest of 4im•" Two of his associates 

in the Stone movement, Matthew Houston and John Dtmlavyl were won 

ove~ at the same time. Their 'Whole-hearted defection to ShakeriS!ll 

was demons'!;rated by thei~ adoption of one of its ~incipa.l tenets~ 

celibacy. In accordance with this doctrine they put away their 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Davidson, op. cit., P• 220. 
2. Ibid., P• 220. 



3. 
wives and acknowledged marriage as a sin. 

McNemar, Who soon beoame one of the outstanding leaders 

of tb.e society, wrote a book entitled "The Kentucky Revival"~ in . . 2 

'Vil'-oh he set himself' forth as the "apologist and defender" of the 

movement by proving to his own satisfaction at least~ that the zoe.;.;. 

vi val had reache4 1 ts completed state of perfection in the :ti8W 

sect. In his book ]le likens himself to the Prodigal Son 'Who has . . . . 

just returned to his Father's house:, Bhakerism. . . '. 

11lfow, if ever; I have just returned from fe~diDg the swine~' 
confessed m:; sins·; been completely stripped~- and cl.Sd with 
a suit complet_ely new. The door h~s been opened into m:; 
Father's house·, and I have entered, to go out no mo:oe.-. 3 

A ~ vindication of his newly adopted "belief is 

given 1n dQgge:oal form at the end Of the book. In this he dis

plays his attitude toward his former associates in the Presbyte:o-

1an Chu:oab. Sl:ld his late:o companions in the Ohristian Chu:och in 

positive, but quite uncompliment~ tems. From this attempted 

verse a fair estima. te of his character·, as made known through his 

attitude can be gained. A ~ew lines from this })Gem go as follows: 

.J'ive preachers formed, a bod¥, in eighteen hundred three~' 
From Antichrist's false systems to set tb.e ·people :free; . 

His . doctrine am his wo:oship in pieces they did te~:,' 
But e:oe the scene wa.s ended the men 'became a snare. 

The loXJg expected kingdom at leDgth began to spring; 
Which to ma~ has appeared a ·st:oange mysterious thing: 

BQ.t )1f) 1ll trace it thrOugh 'tb,at sunnner·, the hottest SCene Of' all~ 
And. try to fiild its fruit in the next ensuiJ:Jg fall." 4. 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Ct. Fortune, op. cit., P• 53. 
2. Jennings, OP• cit., P• 55. 
3. Mcllfemar;· "!l!he Xentuclcy' Revival''; in Davidson, op. cit., P• 104. 
4e Ibid_., P • . 221 •. 
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E. Hodge and ~le. 

1. William Hodge. 

Willimn Hodge:, a native of North Oarolina. was lioensed 

to preach in 1790. In 1800::, 'When the Logan Oounty revival was at 

its he~ght-~ he was called to Sllcoeed Rev. WU.liam MaGee by the 

Shiloh congregation of Sumner Oounty, Tennessee·, a part of the 

Cumberland country• Uncler his pr~aching a "split" ooc"~U"red in h~s 

church between the "revivalists" and the "anti-revivE~olists" • !l!h.e 

latter group took matters ~nto their own hands and closed the doors 

of the church against him. He appealed to presbytery and the case 

was deoided in his favor. 

In 1806·~ the year ~n wJ;Lich the Cumberland Presbytery was 

dissolved, Hodge, a member of that presbytery;' was suspend.ed by the 

synod from the ministry for inSllbordination because he refused to 

use his authority in silenoiug "oertain young men licensed by 
l 

Cumberland Presbytery." 

On Deoember s, 1809:~ just two months after MoGread¥ had 

been aooepted back into the ohuroh, Hodge publioly. professed his 

sorrow for his "past irregularities"·, deolared his determipa.tion 

to submit to the "author! ty and disoipline of our ohuroh"~' and 

agreed to aooept and adhere to the Confession of F.aith as it stands. 

!l!h.us having met the requirements oreated by s,r.nod for his reinstate

ment he was duly restored to his plaoe in the ministry of the ohurch. 

• • • • • • • • 
1. :Minu.tes of the Synod of Kentuolcy', Oot. 25th·, 1~061 in Sweet~, 

'lhe Presbyterians, P• 350• 
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Hodge was one of the ministers who was appointed by the 

Assemblv in 1814 to do special missionary work. He was chosen to 

labor for two months~ 

"• •• within the limits of the Presbytery of Mub.a.enbi.trgh:~· 
1n the co~ties of Robertson~ Montgomery~ Tennessee~ and 
O~istia.n",' Xentuclcy'.u 1 

William Hodge resigned his charge in 1818; and died a year or two 

later. 

2• John Lyle. 

John I.wle is remembered in connection with the Xentucq 

revival movement for at least two reasons; first·~ because of his 

diary in which he recorded ma.:zw incidents attendiDg the revival; 

second, because of the part wh.ioh he played in helping to check 

the abtlses of the revival movement. Some of the best first hand 

deso:r~ptions that we possess of the great :revival meetillgs are to 

be found in his diary. 

Lyle's opposition t!) the excesses which attended the 

movement was due to the things which he witnessed at the revival 

meetings. Since he was- interested in keeping an accurate record 

of what ocou:r:red he was probably more alert to the dangers which 

accompanied the extravagances of the f:rontier awakening than we:re 

most of the leade:rs. 

In September·, 1801'~ Lyle exhorted briefly, but "power--

tully", against the noise and the ufalse exercises" which had be-

• • • • • • • • 
1. Mimtes of the Gene:ra.l Assembly, op. cit., May 3;Lst·~ 1814~ 

P• 564. 
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come associated with the movement~ bllt it was 1803 before the 

abllses were opposed with 8'!J'3 marked degree of suceess. Successful 

opposition to the excesses of the revival seems to have been 

officially launched by ~le in a service held at the Walnut Hill 

Ohureh in Jul;v, 1603. At this service he preached a sermon on 

I Corinthians 14:3~40; his text was taken from the thirty~third 

verse= ''For God is not the author of confusion, but of peaeeett We 

are informed that this sermon ''had a happy etfectf,t ~ It was at 

least a factor in hastenillg the impending schisms• 

In 1809 the former members of the Cumberland Presbytery 

who had organized themselves into a council appealed to the General 

.Assembly f'or redress. lJ!h.e Assembly also had before it the minutes 

of' the synod which related to the matter as well as a letter from 

that. body, :l§le~ who is called by the Cumberland Presbyterian 
. l 

historians "the old enemy of the revival" :;' was the bearer of' syn()d's 

letter to the Assembly. It is claimed that it was chiefly through 

his efforts that the Assembly voted to approve the course of' action 

which the synod 4ad followed in 1 ts dealings with the Cumberland 

Presbytery. 

~le was one of ~e ministers who were chosen in 1814 by 

the Assembly to oa:rry on prescribed missionary activities. He was 

appointed to work for four months "in the counties of Bourbon~ 

Harrison, Nicholas, and Fayette:;· Xentuolcy'," He was directed to 
. 2. 

pay "particular attention to the blacks,tt 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Howard and Hubbert, op. cit., P• 465 and Foster, op,oit., p, 266, 
2, Mimtes of' the General·Assembly, op. cit., May 31st, 1814~ p,564, 
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F. Ooliclusion. 

!his is but a very incomplete list o;f the I~Smes of 

those vfu.o were associated with the revival _movement. Ma:ey more 

could well be included, but in so much as the ones who have been 

singled out for special attention were among the outstanding 
. 

leaders of the movement in its different phases 1 t would add but 

little to the purpose of our study to dwell longer upon this par~ 

ticular aspect of the G::rea t Western Revival. 

·'· 
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OHAPTER FIVE 

THE RESULTS OF THE REVIVAL UPON THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURQH 

Due to the peculiar relationship WhiQh existed between 

the Western Revival and the Presbyterian Oh.urch it necessarily 

followed that as the policies of the church were instrumental in 

shapillg the course of the revival so too, the revival exerted a 

lasting influenpe upon the history of American Presbyterianism. 

It is impossible to determine the exact extent of the iJJfluence 

of th.e revival upon Pres.byteriani&nl in the United States, but it 

is not diffic~lt to discover and trace certain important and far-

reaching results which the revival had upon the organized life of 

the church. 

While ~t is evident that the revival made a definite 

impression upon the career of Presbyteria~sm in this country, vet 

the value of its contributions to the general course Qf Presbyter

ian history is not easy to determine. It is not:~ however:, our 

purpose in this chapter to attempt to evaluate the effects which 

the revival had upon the church, but rather to point out and class~ 

ify these effects, and in so far as possible, to.discover and ana-

lyze the causes for them. 

A. Schisms Occm:rriDg within the Presbyterian Church 
as a Result of the Revival• 

"Two schisms occurred in the Presbyterian Church in the early 
years of the nineteenth century, the first centering in the 
Oumberlalld region. • 4! the second centering in north central 
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Kentucky. • • " l 

It has been indicated ea.:rlier i:n our stu~ that these 

schisms were a direct outgrowth of the revival. Something has 

also been said concerning the causes tor them, but thus tar they 

have been treated only in the1r relationship to other phases of 

the movement. Since these divisions Which occurred in the churCh 

were tar-reaching in their influence, not only upon the Presbyter

ian Oh.uroh, but upon the whole ot American Protestantism as well~ 

it is essential to the developnent of our stu~ that they be 

treated more tully than has been done thus ta.:r• 

1• Oauses of the Schisms. 

There were three general and closely related causes tor 

the serious schisms Which occurred in the church as a result of 

the revival: tirst::o,· they were brought about largely through the 

attitude ot the church toward the extravagances and disorders 

which attended the Western Revival movement; second, the insistence 

of the Presbyterian Oh.urch that the educational standards tor its 

ministry be maintained rega.:rdless of exist!ng conditions; third?,~ 

the strict adherence of the Presbyterian Ohurch to its traditional 

doctrinal and credal standards• 

a. The Ex:cesses ot the Western Revival. 

(l) The Attitude of the Church ~oward the Ex:cesses 
which Attended the Great Awa.kaning. 

The Presbyterian Church was disturbed over some ot the 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Sweet~ Story of Religions in America, P• 335• 
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so-called "bodily effects•• which attended the Great Awakening 

in th& 1740's. The Reve James Davel'lport~ a Presbyterian minister·; 

had the ability to9 and did play on the emotions of his listeners 

to suah an extent that his preaChing soon produced some of the 

results which were to Characterize the Eentacky revival about 

sixty years later. It is said that Davenport encouraged "his 

hearers to give the most unrestrained vent both to their distress 
l 

and joy, by. violent outcries•" It is not surprising that this 

type of preachixg caused his "elder and more judicious" Presby-

terian brethren to :regard his efforts with mtsgivings. They re

monstrated against his conduct and atti tud.e~; and cautioned him 

of the lUaaly consequences of these proceedings:; but he was deaf 

to their pleas. The preachers who "raised a warning voiqe" against 

the extravagances which were being practiced were denounced by many 

as enemies of the revival. In 1744~ after the spirit of discord 

and contention had arisen w1 thin the church. due to the. excesses~ 

Davenport "published a humble confession and :recantation" concern-

ing his conduct in the revival movement. 

Because of the turn which the revival had taken in th.e 

Presbyterian Church under the leadership of Davenport congregations 

were broken and scattered~ societies were formed upon tanatical 

principles:, an4 malzy' people became disgusted with what went under 
2 

the name of religion. 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Reverend Samuel Miller, Letter IV; in Sprague, op. cit., P• 256. 
2e Cte Ibid., P• 257e 



(2) The Oauses ot the Excesses which Attended the 
Western Revival. 

The extravagances 'Which attended the Gtteat Western 

Revival made 1 t necessary for the church once more to take a 

stand concerning revival excesses. Due to the various factors 

Which contributed to the development of' the frontier awakening 

it was marred by ~regular~ ties growing out o:f' anotio:nal disorders. 

The enviroment in \'hich the settlers lived was one o:f' 

the :factors contributirlg tf.J' the a'Quses which attend~d the \\estern 

Revival. !l!b.ey ,were not a'ble to make Jnal::W IJOC~al contacts:~ and thus 

they were npt in posi tipn to come into touch ~ th either the thillk!

i:ng or the happenings of' the world. For this reason their minds 

were quite apt to be dom~na ted 'by wb.a tever ideas they chanced to 

meet. A second circumstance wh~ch helped to determine their re

act~ons to the revival was that their's was a country in which the 
' ~ 

traditional social conventions were largely ignored. Then too~ 

since it was necessary :f'or them to be constant~ on the alert 

against the ma.ey dangers Which attended frontier life there had 

developed within them a ready response to a g~ven stimulus• It 

is little wonder that these "warm and sangu.ine" people COll1ing out 

of' their w114erness '®okground formed such excellent material :f'or 

a revival crowd. 

Ma.:ny of' these settlers were \in a "state o:f' high expectan

cytt when they reached the camp ground. 

"For weeks and months they had been loold.llg :f'o:rward to 
this great event and as a consequence their nerves were 
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keyed to the Hmi t." l 

Irmnediately upon their ar~iva.l they became part of a huge crowd 

which WB.I:l constitutecl for the most part of people wi tb. like ex-

pectancies• This great assemblage would remain for days at a 

time Ul';lder the influence of an intensely emotional type of preach

ing. The settlers who before their arrival had been prepared for 

the service in a peculiar way by their eliViroment, were thus 

placed under the constant influence of at least two a4d1tional 

psyohological factors; the contiwal exhortations of the preachers=~ 

and the powerfu.l intluence of the crov.d. It is hard to overesti

mate the influence which the crowd exerts upon tb,e individual at 

times lUte this. The members of a crov.d tend to be "more suggest-

ible":~ and ''m.ore prim! tive in their reactions than they would be 
2 

by themselves•" (In this instance it must be remembered that we 

are dealing with people 'Whose reaQtions were ordinarily C>f a pri.Jn.. 

itive nature.) Even in the usual oro~ the ''higher and more com-~r 

plex faculties" are weakened by the 11 il+fluenoe of large nambers of 

lUte-mill(iecl fellows:~ and the more fundamental and simple reactions~ 
. 3 

no lo:nger inhibited, have their ow.n way." Since the "rational 

inhibi tiona" of the f~ontiersmen had for the most part alread;v been . . 

removed by their envirome~t they were even more susceptible to tb,e 

influence of the crowd than the average individual. Even a day or 

two spent on the camp-;.rneet1ng ground was enough to bring on not 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Mode=~ op. oi t., P• 54. 
2. James Bissett Pratt·; !l!he Religious Oonsciol.lsness, P• 173. 
3e Ibid., P• 173. 



only :physical weariness, but emotional fatigue as ~ll, "tor ex-
1 ' . 

cited emotions at"e soon exhausted• •' 

Undue emotional strain, resulting in emotional exhaustion; 

tear of hell; and the intluence of the Ot"owd - with these and maD;,V 

othet" elements entet"tng into the t"evival picture it is not to be 

wond.et"ed that ~otional disorders were exceedingly common, espea

ialg amo:ng people who had alt"ea~ been 11cond1 tionectu by theit" 

environment. Nor ·is it difficult to understand how these emotional 

disot"det"s :resul teet in "deplorable n irt"egula:r i ties. Following i;h.e 

example of the :revivalists of Davenport's type ~ of the ft"ontiet" 

pt"ea.ahet"s not o:nly tailed to attempt to p~t a stop to the extrav

agances 'Which attended their services, but they went so fat" as to 

encourage them;' claiming tot" them the distinction of being a part 

ot God's "WQndel"ful WOl"lc"~ and a necessat"y accompaniment of 1Ah,e 

conversion e:s:pel"ience. Mini~Jtet"s like McGready.c, whose sinowity 

cannot be questioned; s~t themselves up as vind~oatot"s of the 

t"evival mov~nt in its entit"ity. Da.e to the opposition miQh was 

at"oused by the excesses v.hich attended the movement the "revival~ 

is~stt felt called upon to defem·'' not only the movement i tsei.r; 

but these disot"de:rs which were bringing criticism upon it. McGt"eady 

contributed his pat"t to this defensive campaign in 1801 by deli~ 

eri:ng a public "Vindication of the l!btet"cises of the Revival"• 

• • • • • • • • 
1. w. s. Bruce~ ~e PsychoJ.OS7 of Christian Life and .Behaviout"' 

P• l29e 
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(3) The Attitu® of the Church Ooncel'lli:ng the 
Excesses of ~he West~rn Rev~val. 

It was not to be expected that the ~regularities v.hich 

attended the Western Revival could go on unchallenged by the more 

conservative Presbyterian m1n~sters4.' The revival movement was 

practically unopposed in the beginni:t:g, though we are told that the 

Rev. James Balch, a member of the Transylvania Presbytery, visited 

Gaspar River with the purpose of putting a stop to the "disorderly 

and fana.Ucal ·proceedings." He was success:f'ul in organiz_ing a 

group wl:!.o were in agreement with him in opposing the revival' am 
for a while it seeme~ as if the whole movement was about to be 

But the revival withstood the opposition and the irregu

latities which accompa.l:l.ied it increased as the movement gained 

momenttun. In 1801 Lyle exhorted against the "noise and false exer

cises" which by that time had become almost inseparably associated 

with the movement and again in 1803 he preached a sermon against 

the "torrent of abuses" vi:tich l:!.ad swept across the country as a 

part of the frontier awalmning. At this meeting uFathertt Rice 

joined I.wle in raising his voice in protest against these irregular
l 

!ties. 

T.b.e effects of their efforts were two~fold; first, they 

were s'!J,ccesstul, to a certain extent, in oheck!Dg the excesses; 

second, the breach between the "revivalists" and the "anti-revival-

• • • • • • • • 
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ists" was wid&ned ·so that in the following ye~ they "separated 
1 

completely in the open schism o£ Stone and Marshall•'' 

nThe historians of the Cumberland Presbyterian Ohurch. • • 
have been sometimes wont to contend that the disorder and 
super-emotionalism wnich defile the record of these· early 
days·, were the out-put t;Jf the Cane Ridge quarter of Xen
tucey and. should not be charged against the settlement 
in the southwest.u 2 ·· 

It is true that these disorders and emotional displays probably 

reached their height in the Cane Ridge section, yet the :records 

Show ~ite clearly that ~e Logan County :revival was attended by 

sights similar to those Wh.iah characterized the movement as it 

appeared under the leadership of Stone and his associates. 

Althougtl it is difficult to determine the exact extent 

to mich these excesses contributed to the schisms v.hich occurred 

in the Presbyterian Church, yet it is unquestionably true that 

they were, in part, :responsible for the permanent divisions which 

/ took place in western Presbyterianism during the early years of 

the ni~eteenth century. 

b• The Educational Standards of the Ohurcho 

"The method :resorted to in securing preachers to meet the 
increasing demands of the :revival, and to provide missionary 
pastors for the multiply~ng congregations, was a still more 
serious cause for offense•'' 3 

With the progression of the :revival Whole communities 

sought to be supplied with ministers or missionaries. This in-

• • • • • • • • 

le Da.vidsoli, op. cit~.-, P• 162. 
2, Davenpo:rtc; op. cit., P• 74 •. 
3• Howard and Hubbert·, op. cit., PP• 455-456e 
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creased demand for ministers greatly exceeded the trained supply• 

It is said that there were not enough ministers to answer uone ' 1 . . 

in ten of the calls that thus came to them." :Because of this 

situation the Presb,ytery of Transylvania appointed four laymen; 

Ewing, Anderson, King, and McOlaj.n to 11 the business of exhortation 

& catechising". In the following year, 18p2, the presbytery 

licensed three of these men to "exhort & catechise in our vacancies• 11 

Five members of presbytery, three ministers and two elders·; object~ 

ed to the licensing of these men saying: 

ttTh,eir trials on this oc()asion consisted only in one short 
Se.rJllOn & an examination on experimental religion & d1v1ni t~l, 
being de~titute of classical learning, & they discovered no 
sucm extraordinary talents as to justifll" such measures.'·' 2 

Soon after its organization the Cumberland Presbytery 

ordained these men into the ministry. They also proceeded to 

license other men who did not meas~e up to the educational re

quirements of the Presbyterian Ohurch. ~·~en once this door was 
3 

opened, it was found difficult to close it:,., a.%ld at almost every 

meeting of presbytery candidate after candidate of this type was 

either licensed or ordained. 

Wb.e ther it was contempla titJg following its own example 

which it had set in 1801, or because it was alarmed over the sit-

uation which was rapidly developing w1 thin the Cumberland Presby

tery J the Presbytery of Transylvania, :ln 1804, appointed David Rice 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Howard and :a:ubbert·, op. cit•~ P• 456. 
2+ Mimtes of .the Transylvan:la Presbytery, Oct. 7th, 1802; in 

Sweet, p. 189. 
3• Miller, op. cit., P• 258• 
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to inquire of the General Assembly concerning this matter• ~e 

Assembly's reply to this inquir.u was quite definite and to the 

point. ~ey made it clear that where the local aita.ation seemed 

to be such as to make it necessary for the regular ministers to 

have help in the carrying on of their work that "certain assis

tants" might be usefully employed by presbytery. Howeverc; great 

caution was to be exercised lest these men thus employed should 

possess an • indiscreet zeal' which might "impel them to extrava.-

gances which may prove dishonorable and injurious to re~~gion" • 

If men were to be used by presbytery in this capacit.y their duties 

were to be "clear1y pointed ou~ to them, and circumscribed within 

precise limi tsu, and the:r were not to be thought ot as "standing 

officers" of the presbytery, but could be appointed or removed "at 

the discretion of the pres)tte17•" If aey of these men were foum 

to possess the qualities necessary for a successful minister they 

could upon the acquirement of tJle ''requisite qualifications for 

preaahiDg the gospel" be admitted "accordiDg to the regular course" - 1 . . 

to the ministrJ• !.nerefore according to the Assembly's decision 
.. 

the Transylvania Presbytery had not necessarily acted unwisely in 

appointing the three men who lacked a "liberal eduoationtt to 

"catechize and exhort", but by the same decision 1~ flatly condemn

ed the practice of the Cumberland Presbytery in licensing and or-

daining such men, for no on:e could properly be considered a member 

of presbytery who had not been admitted to the ministry according 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Minutes of the General Assembly, op. cit.~ ~y 25th, 1804; p~ 301. 
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to the regularly prescribed course. 

If the presbytery had been as ca:retQ.l as it might have 

been in the selection of the unlettered men whom it licensed and 

ordained the schism which grew out of th!.s practice might have 

been avoided~ but because of the extravagances in which mal:J¥ of 

them indulged a na1;11ra1 reaction "against the ordination of U&-

1 
educated men set in among the brethren of the Synod of Kentucq." 

c. The Doctrinal and Creda.l Standards of the Church.. 

The doctrines advanced by the revivalists constituted 

a deeper cause of opposition than either the excesses of the 

revival or the licensing and ordaining of men into the ministry 

who had not attained to the traditional standard of literary 

qualification. The Westminster Confession, to which. the Presby

terian Church demands that its ministers subscribe, holds them 

"to a very definite credal statement, and any deviation from it 
2 

is easily deteoted." 'When divergences from the Confession are 

discovered and acted upon controversies usually result. During 

the course of the revival there were marked deviations from the 

Confessional standards of the church on the part of ma:ey of the 

revival preaChers• 

The causes of these deflections trom the Presbyterian 

standards on the part of a group of the revivalists are not ha:rd 

to discover. Stone, tor example, had been troubled over certain 

•••••••• 
lti Hays, op. cit., P• 147. 
2. Sweet, The Presbyterians, P• S2. 
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doctrines fundamental to the Calvanistic system, election and 

predesU:nation, from the beginning of his ministry, and it is 

very likely that other ministers harbored similar doubts concern-

ing points in the creed of Presbyterianism. It seemed to the 

revival preachers that the very purpose of the revival would be 

contradicted if they did not emphasize in their preaching that. 

God loves the "whole world", and that every sinner has the ability 

to accept the means of salvation ~ieh God, in His iutinite love 

for humanity, has provided and made accessible for each individ• 

ual who will but believe and obey. This teaching seemed to some 

of the "staunchest'' Presbyterians to be a denial of the "certainty 

and definiteness" of God's eternal decrees as taught in chapter 
l 

three of the Confession of Faith. This refusal of the revivalists 

to accept and preach the "fatalistic" tendencies 'Which they felt 

to be incorporated in the Presbyterian system of doctrine m~t 

possibly be considered as an "implied heresy", but the second one 

which logically grew out of and acoampan~ed the first might well 

be thougllt of as a "positive heresy"• Maey of the revival ministers 

in subscribing to the Westminster Confession declared their ad

herence t9 it "except so much as seemed to affirm this doctrine of 
2 

fatality.tl It becmne. the practice of the Oum.berland Presbytery 

to require of the candidates who appeared before them for licensure 

and ordination that they adopt the Confession of Faith, with the 

• • • • • • • • 

1. The Confession of Faith, Ch. III, Of God's Eternal Decree~ P• 
2Q-25. 

2. Hays, op. cit., P• 147• 
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exception of the "'idea of fatalityt as it seemed to be ta'qght in 
1 

that book~" -~ fact, they adopted the same attitude toward it as 

expressed by Stone when he subscribed to it only as far as he saw 

it to be cons~stent with the word of God, for they began to re

quire of their candidates that they subscribe to it only as far as 

they thought it to correspond with the Scriptures. !ehe more con

servative Presbyterian leaders would not admit that the idea of 

fatalism was taught in the Oontessioli, and so they were unwilling 

. to grant ordination to the candidates who accepted it with resez-

vat ions. 

The Synodical OammissioJ1 appointed to confer with the 

me~bers of the Cumberland Presbytery discovered "amoug other 

irregular! ties" which "Were practiced in the licensing and ordain

ing of men to preach the Gospel that "only a partial adoption of 

the Oontession of Faith" was required. They inquired into the 

reason why the presbytery required 1 ts candidates to adopt the 

Confession of Faith "so far only as they in reason think it cor

responds with the Boriptu.res." McGreaC~¥ replied for the presby

tery that they could not "in oonsoienoe feel themselves bound. aey-
2 

farther than they believed 1 t corresponds with the Scriptures." 

Therefore the commission decided that it was imposs~ble tor a!J1 

one to be sure just what the men who had been licensed and ordained 

under such a system did believe-, and that tor that reason the 

1. Howard and RubbeJ;Ot, Op. oit.,_ P• 4;36. 
2. Minutes of the Xentuolcy' Synod, Deo. 5th, 1805; in S\veet, The 

Pres~erians·, P• 338. 



commission resolved to examine them and to pronounce on their 

qualifications for the gospel ministry. 

F,rQm the constitutional standpoint alone there oan be 

no question as to vilic:sh party was in the right concerning the 

adopt~on of the Confession, for the fo~ Of Goverument of the 

church d~es not allow for reservations on the part of the candi-

date whe~ he is asked: 

"Do you sincerely receive and adopt the confession of faith 
of this church as containing the system of doctrine in the 
Holy Scriptures?" 1 · 

Each of these three factors contributed toward the 

schisms which OcOllrred in Western Presbyterianism, but the third~ 

the cioctrinal differences which v;ere brought to light bo~ .the 

meciium of the revival·,' proved to be the one "irreconcilable dif

ference" between the opposil'lg parties. It is entirely probable 

that the other difficulties might have been adjusted~, but since 

Presbyterianism is held to a very definite credal statement this 

last ppjj}t of difference could not be adjusted unless one of the 

groups involved in the controversy would reverse t:its_, stand. 

Due to the IJAture of the problem it is difficult to see how a com-

promise, satisfactory and acceptable to the parties involved, 

could have been made. 

2, The Cumberland Presbyterian Ohuroh. 

We have already touched upon the denominational mpve-

• • • • • • • • 
1. ~e Constitution of the Presbyterian Ohurch, P• 306. 
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ments which grew out of the sehisms whiah d.evelo~d in Western 

Presbyterianimn as a result of th,e revival, but in tlJ.is chapter 

these new denomi:ca.tions will be dealt with more at length. It 

is not our purpose to go batik and trace the different causes 

underlying each one of the schimns, but rather to follow the de~ 

velopment of the mov~ents which came out pf the different schisms. 

a, T:b.e li'oun4ing and Growth of the Cumberland Presbyter ... 
ian Church. · 

The Cumberland Presbyterian Ohureh was a direct outgrowth 

of the Cumberland Presbytery which had been dissolved by the Ken

tuclcy' Synod in 1806. After the CtJm!nission, which had been appoint

ed by synod to investigate the affairs· of the Cumberland Presbytery~ 

had fi,nished its work the· revivalist members of the df:ssolved p:r"~sby

tery formed themselves into a council. The purpose of this council 

was to assure united and uniform action for their cause. 

In May, 1807, the cpuncil sent a letter to the General 

Assembly. In this letter they told why they had been led to li-

cense men who did not possess the required educational qualifioa-

tiona, and also explained that the exception had b~en pe:rmi tted 

concerning the adoption of the Confession of Faith because of 

. "the concise manner ~n which the highly ley'Sterious doctrine of 

divine decrees is therein expressed, which was thought led to 
1 

fatality." 

The AssemblY answere4 this appeal by pointing to the 

' ...... . 
1. Howard and Hubbert, op.· cit., P• 462. 
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fact that their co:ttduct in licensing and ordaining persons who 

did not possess the qualifications "required by the Book of Dis ... 

cipline", and that their not deman~illg an "explicit adoption of 

the- Confession of Faith" were the causes of the evils whioh they 

were experiencing. !!!he Assembly also pointed out to the members 

of the council the dangers into Vihioh the course of action they 

had instigated was almost certain to lead. Assembly stated .that 

1 t was not within their jurisdiction to taka any official action 

concerning the appeal which the :metnbers of the council had made~ 

but that their case would have to be reviewed by synod; they were 
l 

referred to synod's decision w.l th regard to their case. 

At the same time the Assembly sent a letter to the 

Kentuclcy Synod in which they refer-red to the "questionable regu.-

larity'' of synod's actions in their relations with the dissolved 

presbytery and with those ot ~ ts members whom they hll.d seen fit 

to depqse• It was hoped by the .Assembly that by the use of dis

~etion the Cumberland Presbytery might_ be re-established, and 

that those of its former members and licentiates who had been 

deprived of their rightful offices by the action of synod might be 

restored to their places of ''ministerial usefulness" without 
2 

''sacrificing either the doctrines or goverment of our Ohuroh." 

Fol1owillg the Assembly's suggestion the synod did review 

its action, but the letter it sent the Assembly ooncerniitg the 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Minutes of the Genel"al Assembly, op. cit., June lst, 1807c, 

P• 392• 
2. Minutes of the ~eneral Assembly - Letter to the Synod of Xen

tuc:ey·, June lst, 1807, op. cit., P• 389-~ 390. 
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matter indicates quite clearly that its ~nembers had no intention 

of withdrawing from the stand which they had taken in relation to 
• i 

the dissolved presbytery or its deposed ministers and licentiates. 

Synod's argmnent concerning the action which they had taken was 

based upon o~e state~nent contained within the Book of Discipline: 

"!the Synod have power to redress whatever hath been done 
by Presbyteries contrary to order•" l 

In 1808 three members of the council, McAdow, McGee, 

and Hodge·, addressed a second petition to the Assembly. !the 

.Assembly refused a second time to hear their appeal because it had 

not come up through the regularly constituted channels. 

In an effort 1;o secure reconciliation the members of the 

council next appealed to the Transylvania Presbytery to act as 

mediator in tne case. ~e Transylvania Presbytery refused to act 

in this capacity as long as those mo made the appeal were wi1.1itJg 

to countenance "an equivocal" actoption of the Confession of ~ith• 

~ey stated that a union in "tru:th and reality" was not possible 

as long as one group dema~ded adoption of the \Vhole Confession 

while the other :required it to be adopted only in part. It was 

quite evident that no relief was to be gained from this source as 

long as neither group was willing to "give in" to the other. 

Accordingly, in 180~, the council dispatChed another petition to the 

Assembly ttpraying for redressn. The Assembly also had before it at 

• • • • • • • • 
le Minu.tes of the Synod ot Kentucq ... Letter to the General Assembly, 

Octe 27, 1807; in Sweet:, The Presbyter~ns~ P• 36ti. 
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this time botli 'J;he minutes of the Ifentuoky Synod and a letter 

trQm that body explaining its proceedings• Lwle presented the 

cause of the s~od so successfully that the Assemb:W voted una.n--

imously to sustain the action 'Which synod had taken conoe:rnillg 

the Cumberland Presbytery• This unanimous endo:rsal of the measures 

adopted by the synod together with this thi:rd :refusal on the pa:rt 

of the Assembly to extend to the council the :relief mich it sought 

made impossible any hope of :reconciliation. 

~e:refo:re ~e :revivalists ~ormed the independent Cumber-

land Presbytery in Febna:ry9 1810• The three original members of 

this presbytery were Finis Ewing, Samuel King, and Samttel McAdow. 

The first official act of the new organization was the ordination 

of Eph:riam Mclean. In the autumn of ·1810 William McGee became a 

member of the Cumberland Presbytery• It continued to g:row until 

in October·, l813c 

"• • • three and a half yeat-s af'te:r 1 ts organization, the 
Presbytery had so ino.reased in numbers~ and in extent of 
the territory occupied, as to make 1ts·~iv1sion into three 
Pre~byte:ries and the formation of a Synod necessary. The 
Synod was named the Cumberland Synod, and was made up of 
the Presbyteries of Nashville, ~gan and E~. • • The 
formation of the Synod was the final act of sepa:ration."l 

b. The Doctrine and Polity of the Oumbe:rland Church. 

The Westninste.r Confession continued to be the creed o:t 

the Cumberland Church until 1~14~ and those ~o we:re licensed or 

ordained we:re required to "receive and adopt" it "except the idea 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Sweet, The Sto:ry of Religions in .Ame:rica, P• 337.• 
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of fatality Which seems to be taught under the mysteriol.ls doctrine l . . . 

of predestination." The Confession was revised in 1814 and differ ... 

ed from the Westminster Confession in that it "was designed to be a 
2 

popu.lar statement of doctrint;t em);hasizing human responsibility." 

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church has always been completely 

Presbyterian in its polity. 

c. Union with the Presbyterian Church. 

In 1903:, after the "mother" church, the Presbyterian 

Qhurch in the United States of .America, had revised its Confession 

of Faith the General Assembl:J,es of both ohurohes appointed com-

mittees to consider the matter of union. A basis of union was 

formulated which was ra1;1tied by the presbyteries of both churches_. 

Considerable opposition to the proposed plan of union arose within 

the Cumberland Church, and when the union was consummated in 1906 

a minority group, determini:cg to continue "and perpetuate 1ohe 
3 

General Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church~~" orga~ 

ized and declared itself to be the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 

The General Assembly of the newly organized Cumberland Church held 

its first me~ting in Dickson County, 'J!e:nnessee, "the birthplace 

of the denomination." 

While the Cumberland Presbyterian controversy was taking 

place in southern Kentuclcy' and northern Tennessee, a second con-

•••••••• 
1. Howard and Hubbert; op. cit., P• 470. 
2. Religious Bodies• 1926, P• 1140. 
3e Ibid., P• 1148. 



• 

-128-

trover5,1, which centered around doctrinal questions and the adoption 

of confessions developed into the so-called "New Light Schismff • 

ae Schism in the Synod. 

In 1803 a motion came before the Kentucky Synod calling 

for the examination of two members of the Washington Presbytery, 

Richard McNemar and John Thompson, who had "been condenm.ed by their 
1 

presbytery for holding unorthodox views." While the motion was be-

ing considered a paper was presented to the synod by Messrs. Marshall, 

Stone, McNemar, Thompson, and Dunlavy, protesting against the pro

ceedings of the Washington Presbytery in condemning McNemar and 

Thompson. In this protest they declared that the minutes of the 

presbytery gave a 11distorted and false" representation of McNemar's 

sentiments. In it they also claimed the privilege of "interpreting 

the Scriptures by itself according to Section 9 Chapter 1st of the 
2 

confession of faith"; {"The infallible rule of interpretation of 

Scripture is the Scripture itself.") They maintained that the doc

-:t;rines of grace are "darkened by some expressions" in the Confession, 

and complained that When they attempted to "obviate these difficulties" 

they were charged with departing from the standards of the church. 

Since they could not 11in conscience acknowledge" the Confession of 

Faith they bade adieu to the synod: 

ttuntil through the providence of God it seem good to your 
Rev'd Body to adopt a more liberal plan respecting human 
creeds and confessions.n 3 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Sweet, The Presbyterians, P• 94. 
2. Minutes of the Synod of Kentucky, Sept. 10, 1803; in Sweet, 

The Presbyterians, P• 318• 
3• Ibid., P• 318. 
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Since oommi:ttees ··appointed by synod in an effort to 

bring about a reconciliation with the five protestants failed in 

their task synod moved to "susp1311d Messrs• Marshall, Dunlavy, Mc

Nemar, Stone, and Thompson from the exercises of all i'ub.ctions of 

the gospel ministry, until sorrow and repentance for the above schism 
1 

be :manifested." 

be The Springfield Presbytery. 

Protesting that they did not wish to leave the Presbyter

ian Church ~hey organized themselves into a new presbytery which 

they called the "Springfield Presbytery." Concerning this organi

zation Stone wrote: 

"Under the name of Springfield Presbytery we went forward 
preaching and constituting churches; but we had not worn 
our name more than a year before we saw it savored of a 
party spirit. With the man-made creeds we threw it over
board, and took the name Christian - the name given to the 
disciples by divine appointment first at .Antioch." 2 

On June 28 1 1804, "The Last Will and Testament of the Springfield 
;D 

Presbytery" was issuede This curious document, drawn up in the 

legal language of a will, mentions the dispadtion of eleven items. 

It reads in part as followsa 

"We will, that our name of distinction, with its Reverent 
title, be forgotten, that there is but one Lord over God's 
heritage, and his name one.u 

"We will, that the people henceforth take the Bible as the 
only sure guide to heaven. • •" 

"We will, that preachers and people, cultivate a spirit of 
mutual forbearance, pray more and dispute less;. • •" 

"We will, that the Synod of Kentucky examine every member 1 

••••••••• 

1. Minutes of the Synod of' Kentucky, Sept. 13, 1803J in Sweet, 
The Presbyterians, PP• 322, 323. 

2. Rogers, The eane Ridge Meeting House, P• 172; in Jennings, 
PP• 52-3. 
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who may be suspected of having departed from the Confession 
of Fa.i th6 and suspend every heretic immediately; in order 
that the oppressed may go free, and taste the gweets of 
gospel liberty.a 1 

c. Development of the Christian Church. 

The new movement experienced a rapid growth; the seceding 

mdnisters had carried most of the members of their former congrega

tions with them into the new church. The name Christian which was 

adopted by the memb.ers of the movement in 1804, probably was respon

sible in part for the early success of the new denomination. The 

unwillingness to subscribe to any man-made creed was also a factor 

contributing to the ready support which it found. Concerning this 

very point the church experienced its first serious difficulty, for 

the refusal to adopt a. creed made the Christians an easy "prey to 
2 

strange doctrines." Quite a few of' the members of the new church 

including three of its preachers, Houston. McNemar, and Dunlavy, 

were soon won over to Shakeri sm. 

Because of the "havoc wrought by the Shakers", and be

cause of the controversy over baptism which stirred the Christians, 

two original members of the movement, Marshall and Thompson, were 

convinced that the adoption of a simple doctrinal statement of "a. 

few fundamental truths" was essential. A meeting was called to 

consider this question, but it was decided by the majority 11to abide 
3 

by the principle that the Bible should be their guide in religion." 

As a result of this decision Marshall and Thompson both returned to 

the Presbyterian Church. 

• • • • • • • • 
le The Last Will and Testament of the Springfield Presbytery; in 

Fortune, op. cit., PP• 48, 49. 
2. Ibid., P• 53. 
3e Ibid., P• 53. 
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One of the most important events in the history of the 
1 

Christian Church in Kentucky was their union with the Disciples. 

The Disciples were the members of the movement which had been 

inaugurated by Alexander Campbell. This union between the Kentucky 

branches of the two organizations was perfected on New Year's Day, 

1832, at Lexington. The united body became known as either Disciples 
2-

or Christians, "with preference for Christians as the years passed." 

The movements originally sponsored by Campbell and Stone 

have experienced both unions and schisms; during their comparatively 

short history their paths have crossed, mingled, and divided until 

today it is practically impossible to trace the exact development 

of any one of them w.i. thout accounting for the others out of which 
. r 

it ha.s grown, or which have grown out of it. Three of these groups 

which exist at the present time are connnonly knovm. as: first, the 

Christians; second, the Disciples; and third, the Churches of Christ. 

4• The Shakers. (The United Society of Believers.) 

When one considers the excesses which attended the west-

ern revival one is not surprised to discover that some of tho~e who 

· strongly favored and encouraged emotional extremes were in the end 

won over to the cause of the Shakers. 

Shakerism began in England; Jane Wardley was probably the 

founder of the movement, but .Ann Lee was its first outstanding lead

er. She claimed that the Holy or Mother Spirit was manifested 

through her as the Father Spirit had been manifested through Jesus. 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Cf. Fortune, op. cit., P• 114. 
2. Ibid., P• 132. 
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She was also convinced that the iiundirected use of the sexual re

lation" was the root of evil in the world) for this reason the 

Shakers adopted celibacy a.s one of their original tenets. 

In 1774 Ann L~e with eight followers migrated to America. 

and established a. community in New York. "Mother Ann" died in 1'784 

but the work was carried on by her followers. Because of the mission-

a.ry efforts of the group a. large body of believers was soon scattered 

throughout New York and New Englru::tde The accounts of the western 

revival came as good news to the Shakers. Three of their mission

aries set out for the West on January 1, 1805. Among the converts 

which these missionaries made were Richard McNemar and John Dunlavy. 

two of the founders of the Christian Church. 

The fundamental principles of Sha.kerism, in addition to 

the one already mentioned, are "peace or nonresistance, brotherhood• 
l 

and community of goods." They claimed new revelations which were 

superior to the old ones recorded in the Bible, and according to 
2 

Stone's testimony they also claimed the power to perfo~miracles. 

Since it was well adapted to catch the attention of those who were 

carried away with the emotional excesses of the revival the Shaker 

movement succeeded in winning away many of the Christian's new con-

verts. 

Unlike the Cumberland Presbyterians and the Christians 

the Shakers were not a. product of the revival, rather they were 

opportunists who took advantage of the situation created by the 

revival to win converts :For themselves. Unlike the other two groups 

they did not make serious in-roads into any other group; rather they 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Religious Bodies, op. cit., P• 444. 
2. Cf. Jennings, op. cit., P• 54. 
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acted as a reservoir which received, and welcomed the more fanati• 

cal element produced by and partially responsible for the extrava

gances which attended the revival movement. 

5e Conclusion. 

Due to the disputes within the church concerning the 

excesses of the revival; because of disagreements over the educa-

tional requirements which the church demanded of its ministry; on 

account of the controversy relating to the doctrinal and cred.al 

standards of the church; and as a consequence of the ecclesiastical 

differences growing out of these. divisions were brought about in 

Western Presbyterianism. These divisions proved to be detrimental 

to its immediate interests at least. for as a result of serious 

schisms the potential influence of Western Presbyterianism was 

greatly curtailed. The Presbyterian Church did add large numbers 

to its membership as a result of the revival, but it failed to 

benefit by the movement when considered from the point of membership 

alone to the same extent as the Methodists and Baptists. 

Be The Effects of the Revival upon the Organized Activities 
of the Presbyterian Church. 

The Great Revival was largely a product of the missionary 

and educational endeavors of the Presbyterian Church; and even though 

it was the cause of schisms which resulted in the los_s of many mem

bers for Western Presbyterianism, yet at the same time the frontier 

revival proved to be a fruitful result of the organized efforts of 

the church, for it in turn influenced the development of the Pres-

byterian Church's missionary and educational-labors. We will first 

consider the relationship of the revival to the missionary work of 
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the church, then we will consider it in its relationship to the 

ohurch's educational progr~. 

le Relationship of the Revival to the Presbyterian Home Missions 
Movement. 

a. The Revival as a Product of the Missionary Activities 
of the Church. 

Although it was frequently slow in meeting the demands 1 

the Presbyterian Church was keenly aware of her responsibilities 

towards her frontier members. As early as 1722 the Synod of Phila

delphia sent three ministers to ca~ry on missionary work a.m.Ong the 

settlers in Virginia. All during the eighteenth century the church 

continued to appoint ministers to labor as missionaries for speci• 

fied periods of time on designated fields. Whenever it was possible 

students and licentiates were also sent to the frontier settlements 

· to engage in missionary activities. 

In 1768 the Synod appointed a committee to prepare a plan 

for missions among the Indians. The Synod had the welfare of both 

the Indians and the whites living on the frontier in mind for they 

proposed· to send out workers: 

11 • • • to relieve the unhappy lot of many in various parts 
of our land who are brought up in ignorance; who on account 
of their poverty and scattered habitations are unable withou~ 
some assistance to support the gospel ministry ~ong them. 11 l 

It was not possible to work out these missionary projects at that 

time because of the hostile attitude of many of the Indians and 

because of the approaching war. 

During the last half of the eighteenth century many 

• • • • • • • • 

1. Quoted by Thompson, op. cit., P• .91. 
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Presbyterian ministers followed the advancing tide of settlers 

south into the Carolinas. Others crossed over the mountains to t~e 

west and labored among the settlers in western Pennsylvania and Ohio • 

and still others went dO'wn into the valley of Virginia to work among 

the Scotch-Irish who had settled there. 

Beginning in 1789, the year of the first General Assembly~ 

the church was better prepared to go about the great taSk which lay 

before it. At this fi.rst meeting of 'the Assembly a committee appoint-

ed to devise means to carry the missionary work of the church to the 

frontiers recommended that at the next meetilig two members "well 

qualified" be employed "in missions on our frontiers". The different 

presbyteries were also ordered to raise contributions to support the 

missionary work of the church. In 1790 1 following the committee's 

recommendation. two missionaries, Nathan Ker and Joshua Hart. were 

appointed to labor in the frontier settlements of New York and Penn

sylvania. ·At each following meeting of the Assembly reports were 

received concerning the missionary work which had been accomplished 

during the past year and missionaries were appointed for the coming 

year. As a result of these missionary efforts froniter congrega· 

tions were established and the work and influence of the church was 

greatly extended. Thus it was largely through the untiring efforts 

of faithful Presbyterian missionaries that the way was prepared for 

the Great Western Revival. 

b. The Revival as an Impulse to the Home Missionary 
Activities of the Church. 

"The revivals which had begun in Kentucky in the last days of 
the eighteenth century 1 and were sweeping over the frontier • 
• • • impressed the Church with the need of more aggressive 
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missionary work~" 1 

The minutes o:f' the Assembly are \vitness to growing in

terest in the missionary enterprise. With the passing of the years 

the Assembly's interest and participation in the missionary phase 

of its work increased. In 1800 the Assembly reported: 

"The success of the missionary labours is greatly on the 
increase. • • Some hundreds of people have, in a short space 
o:f' time • been received into the communion of the church. • • 
Only ten years have elapsed since the first missionaries were 
sent out by the Assembly. Since that period some thousands 
of families have settled on-the :frontier, who are rapidly 
forming in societies in order to have the gospel preached 
and its ordinances statedly administered among them. Now is 
the time they need assistance. Their eyes are turned, and 
their applications addressed to this Assembly, as an instru
ment in the hands of the divine Redeemer to afford them the 
necessary assistance." 2 

(1) The Standing Committee of Missions. 

The same Assembly made plans for the establishment of a 

permanent fund to carry on the church's missionary endeavors. The 

fully organized home missionary labors of the Presbyterian Church 

date;' from 1802. In that year • the same rear in which the Synod o:f' 

Kentucky was formed~ a Standing Committee of Missions was appointed· 

by the Assembly. I"!i was the duty of this committee to t!~rc;)c"!i .-:: 

.:, · ,. all of the missionary endeavors of the Assembly. This great 

forward step which was taken by the Assembly in order that it might 

be better able to administer the work which it was undertaking, was 

necessitated by the increasing need for laborers on the frontier 

due to the great revival. 

In spite of the progressive e:f'forts of the church to keep 

up with its missionary obligations still it is not surprising that 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Hanzsche, op. cit., PP• 130, 131. 
2. Minutes of the General Assembly, op. cit., May 26th, 1800, P• 209. 



-137-

in 1803 the Synod of Kentucky felt compelled to ask the Assembly 

for aid in conducting needed mission activities. 

"On motion, it was agreed, that the request be granted, and 
that that part of the country be considered under the care 
of the General Assembly in missionary concerns." 1 

(2) The Western Missionary Society. 

The revival of missionary interest was quite general. The 

Synod of Pittsburgh, at its first meeting, 1802, resolved itself 

into the Western Missionary Society. The purpose of the society 

was: 

nTo diffuse the kncnvledge of the gospel among the inhabitari.ts 
of the new settlements, the Indian tribes, and, if need be, 
among some of the interior inhabitants where they are not able 
to support the gospel ... 2 

The establishment of the Western Missionary Society marked the 

beginning of a series of missionary efforts which finally resulted 

in the organization of the Board of Foreign Missions by the General 

Assembly in 1837. 

(3) The Board of Missions. 

The Presbyterian Church had always been interested in 

the missionary enterprise but as the following figures show, this 

interest was unusually great during the opening years of the cen

tury. In 18031 one year after the establishment of the Standing 

Committee of Missions, the Assembly sent out five missionaries; in 

1807 fifteen were appointed; forty in 1811; forty-six in 1813; and 

in 1814 fifty-one ministers were commissioned to serve as missionaries 

in the different frontier settlements._ At least thirteen, or over 

• • • • • • • • 
1~ Minutes of the General Assembly,-op. cit., May 28th, 1803, p.280. 
2. Quoted by Spe,er, op. cit., P• 79. 
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one-fourth of' these f'if'ty-one missionaries who were appointed in 

1814, were assigned to labor in-Kentucky and Tennessee. 

By 1816 the missionary activities of' the church had 

grow.n so that the Connnittee felt called upon to recommend "a 

change of style, and enlargement of the powers of the Standing 
l 

Connnittee of' Missions." The Connnittee then recommended that the 

11 style11 be changed .for that of' the Board of Missions; that its 

membership be increased; and that its powers be enlarged so that 

it might have the authority to appoint missionaries. 

c. Conclusion. 

It is a great temptation to claim more than one can prove 

concerning the relationship which existed between the Great Western 

Revival and the home missionary movement within the Presbyterian 

Church, but it is quite evident that each had a tremendous influence 

upon the other. Obviously the systematic efforts which the church 

' adopted "towards supplying tl).e destitute portions of our col.m.try 
2 

with the preaching of' the gospel" were largely instrumental in 

bringing about the western revival. It is likewise certain that 

the revival impressed the church with the necessity for a still 

more aggressive program, and as a consequence the Assembly organ-

ized agencies in order to be better prepared to meet the increased 

demands for missionaries which were pouring in from the frontier 

sections of' the country. 

• • • • • • • • 
le Minutes of' the General Assembly, op. cit., May 27th, 1816 1 

P• 633. 
2. Quoted by Speer, op. cit., P• 76. 
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2. The Revival in its Relationship to the Educational Program 
of the Presbyterian Church. 

a. The Educational Background of the Presbyterian 
Ministers who Participated in the Revival. 

In relation to the missionary endeavors in ·which the 

church engaged on the frontier the question naturally arises, 

ttHow. and wh:ere, did these frontier preachers receive their pre

paration?" This question is especially appropriate when we recall 

the fact that the church refused to lower its educational standards 

to meet the frontier situation. 

The history of American Presbyterianism's organized 

educational efforts goes back to the days of William Tennent, the 

"father" of Presbyterian education in this country. About 1720 

Tennent founded his Log College in Neshaminy, Pennsylvania. 'When 

Tennent died in 1745 his school was closed, but it had served its 

purpose so well that the Synod· of New York took immediate steps to 

perpetuate it. Under the care of the synod it was reopened in 

Elizabeth, New jersey, in 1'7461 and was moved to Princeton in 1'753. 

Many of the early Presbyterian ministers who settled in the west, 

as John KcMillan, David Rice, Samuel Doak, and numerous others, 
l 

were graduates of Princeton College. 

Twb other famous Presbyterian "Log Colleges" of the early 

days were the ones founded by John McMillan and Thaddeus Dod in 

western Pennsylvania. Some of the men who prepared for the ministry 

under McMillan• s guidance afterward became his associates in the 

first western presbytery, Redstone. One of the best known among 

the men who were trained by·McMillan, and one in whom we are greatly 

• • • • • • • • 
le Cf. Sweet, The Presbyterians, P• 70e 
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interested in our present study, was James McGready. In 1791 

McMillan and others opened an academy at Canonsburg, which was re

chartered in 1802 as Jefferson College. 
. 

Hampden-Sidney Academy was established by the Hanover 

Presbytery in 1776 in Prince Edward County, Virginia. Liberty Hall 

was established in the same year in which Hampden-Sidney was founded. 

The influence which these two Virginia institutions exerted upon the 

Western Revival is indicated in the following statement by Davidson: 

ttof the clergy who entered Kentucky during the last ten years 
of the century, several belonged to that noble band of youths 
whose hearts God had touched in the blessed revival of 1787-
88, which cozmnenced in Hampden-Sydney College, and extended 
to Liberty Halle" l · 

Du.e to this revival which visited these two institutions the Synod 

of Virginia added a theological department to the latter. 

Many other examples of pioneer Presbyterian educational 

institutions founded for the education of its ministry might be 

included with the few already mentioned, but enough have been con

sidered to serve our present purposet. for from those which we have 

already noted it is easy to be 'seen that these early Presbyterian 

educational establiShments were closely related to the revival in 

that they trained many of the men who were responsible for, and 

participated in the revival. It was from these and similar schools 

that influential Presbyterian ministers were sent to the frontier 

to carry on their missionary labors. Thus they were instrumental 

in determining the course of .A.nl3 rican Presbyterianism. 

b. The Increased Demand for Ministers Created by the 
Revival. 

The Great Revival naturally created an immense demand 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Davidson, op. cit., P• l04e 
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for ministers. Thousands of new members were received into the 

communion of the church as a result of the revival. and consequent

ly many new congregations were formed. It was like-wise to be 

expected that most of these congregati~ns would be in the frontier 

settlements where there had been but few before the coming o:f"·the 

spiritual avnikening. Year after year calls came to the church for 

more ministers. The church tried to meet these demands but the 

supply of trained men failed to keep abreast of the demand. Thus 

the revival created a peculiar situation within the Presbyterian 

Ghuroh in respect to its ministry. 

(1) Problems Involved in Meeting This Demand.· 

The early presbyteries received many calls for ministers 

from the frontier settlements. The problem which the church was 

called upon to solve in relation to these calls was this: should 

the requirement, of the church that all its candidates for the min

istry have a liberal education be either temporarily or permanently 

set aside in order that the church might be able to respond to' these 

many calls? or should the church continue to insist upon an educat

ed ministry under all circumstances? The church decided in favor 

of the latter course of action and continued to keep rigidly to its 

st~dards of an educated ministry regardless of the existing condi

tions. As a result of this policy the Presbyterian Church was re

sponsible for sending "the first body of college-trained men" to the 

frontier. 

The solution of this problem naturally raised another oneJ 

how was the church going to educate enough men for the ministry to 

satis:f'y the increased demand? There was but one answer to this 

question; by increasing its educational facilities. 
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(2) The Enlarged Educational Facilities of the 
Church Brought about by the Increased Demand 
for Ministers. 

In 1809 the General Assembly heard a report from one of 

its committees concerning the establiShment of a theological 

school. This committee recommended that the church either establish 

one "great school" in some convenient location within its bounds, 

or that it found two such schools, one in the northern part of' the 

country and the other in the southern, or else that such schools 

b~ established according to synods, one in each synod. The follow

ing year a detailed report prepared by the same committee was read 

before the Assembly. The way in which the frontier influenced this 

contemplated move of the church is clearly seen by the first resolu• 

tion of' this report which read as follows: 

"Resolved, That the state of our churches, the loud and 
affecting calls of destitute frontier settlements, and the 
laudable exertions of' various Christian denominations around 
us. all demand that the collected wisdom, piety, and zeal of 
the Presbyterian Church be• without delay, called into action, 
for furnishing the church with a large supply of' able and 
faithful ministers." 1 

In the same Assembly's letter to the members of the 

church the following reasons, among others, are given why this 

proposed action on the part of the Assembly should have the backing 

of the church as a whole: 

"Consider the pressing class of large and flourishing churches, 
who solicit in va:in for ministers to break to them the bread 
of life. Consider the loud and affecting cries of many des• 
titute settlements. which knaw nothing of' those precious priv
ileges with which you are surrounded. Consider ••• the inter
ests of religion, for which you profess to feel. • .• 2 

The idea met with general approval. and in 1812 Princeton 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Minutes of' the General Assembly, op. cit., May 30th, 18101 p.454• 
2o Ibid., P• 459e 



-143-

Theological Seminary, the first seminary to be established by the 

Presbyterian Churoh in Amerioa, vm.s opened. 'When the seminary was 

first opened the General Assembly riSked electing only one professor, 

Dr. Archibald Alexander, to its faculty, but in 1813 Dr. Samuel 

Miller was ohosen to assist Dr. Alexander in the work. Princeton 

Seminary opened in 1812 with three students but by the nexb May its 

student body had increased from three to fourteen. 

Other Presbyterian seminaries established during the first 

few decades of the century were: Auburn, 1821; Union, Richmond, 

Virginia, founded by the Presbytery of Hanover in 1821; Maryville, 

Tennessee, 1821; and Western Theological Seminary, Pittsburgh, 1828. 

·In addition to the colleges and the seminary whioh the 

ohurch controlled it was soon apparent: 

"In.many oases young men of piety and promise who were looking 
forward to the ministry would need help to enable them to take 
the long and expensive training which the Church required of 
her ministers. Henoe arose the demand for a Board of Educatione111 

As early as 1771 the Synod proposed to support young men '1of piety 

and parts at learning'' who desired to enter the ministry so that the 

many vaoanoies might be supplied with ministers. This action anti

cipated the Board of Education which was established in 1819 for the 

purpose of assisting the presbyteries in educating "pious youth for 
2 

the gospel ministry, both in their academical and theological oourse.'' 

c. Conclusion. 

ttunlike the still small voioe, or the softly flowing waters 
of Siloa, the Great Revival of 1800 rather resembled the 
whirlwind, the earthquake, the impetuous torrent, whose track 

• • • • 0 • • 0 

1. Thompson, op. cit., P• 282. 
2. Constitution of the Board of Education, Article VI, section 21 

Minutes of the ~eneral Assembly, op. cit., June 2d, 1819, P• 715. 
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was marked by violence and desolation." 1 

The above description is not completely adequate, but it 

does present a vivid picture of that phase of the revival which we 

considered in t~e first part of this chapter. It was-due to the 

fact that the movement did rush on like an "impetuous torrent" that 

the church out of which it had come was rent asunder by irreconcil-

able divisions. Differences among the revival leaders, which under 

normal conditions might have been righted, developed into serious 

schisms which greatly influenced the destiny of WeStern Presbyter-

·ianism. Had the following timely admonition of the General Assembly 

to the contending parties in the "New Light Schism" been heeded the 

course of Presbyterianism in the West would have been materially 

altered. 

~e beseech you brethren, yet, receive one another in the 
spirit of love and forbearance.. Remember how divisions and 
contests between men, engaged in the same glorious cause, 
will wound the hearts of sincere Christians. • .; remember 
how apt they are to embitter the meek spirit of the gospel, 
and to quench the zeal of genuine piety, in the unholy 
passions of strife and contention; remember, we entreat you 
for the love of Christ .. how the adversary will blaspheme and 
rejoice, and the Redeemer be wounded in the house of his 
friends." 2 

But under the influence of the excitement which attended the revival 

"Christian charity" was cast aside and the differences which had 

sprung up among its leaders were permitted to develop into insurmount

able barriers which permanently separated those workers who should 

have continued to labor side by side in the advancement of the cause. 

Without the revival the extravagances which served to 

separate its leaders would never have existed, but as to whether the 

• • • • • • • • 
1. Davidson, op. cit., P• 223. 
2. Pastoral Letter, Minutes of the General Assembly, op. cit., May 

29th, 1804, P• 314. 
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differences of opinion concerning the standards of an educated 

ministry and the contentions relating to the doctrinal and credal 

statements would have developed independently of the revival is 

open to question. This one thing is evident; all of the differences 

which had either been lying dormant under the surface, or which were 

brought ·into being by the movement itself• wer~ fanned by the intense• 

ness of the reviyal sp"irit into "flames of discord" which rent the 

church. It was because of the two great schisms, the Cumberland, 

and the Christian, that Dr. Alexander was led many years later to 

say: 

"The truth is - and it should not be concealed - that the 
general result of this great excitement was an almost total 
desolation of the Presbyterian churches in Kentucky and 

· Tennessee." 1 

Even though it is generally agreed that the revival move

ment was, in part at least, detrimental to Presbyterian interests 

in the West, yet Dr. Alexander's statement is, in spite of his 

proven integrity and the authority with which he speaks, evidently 

overdra~. It is also misleading in that it calls attention to only 

one of the effects of the revival upon the church in the West. 

Just as the revival was, to a great extent, a fruit of the· 

missionary and educational efforts of the church, so it in turn gave 

added impulse to these two movements, and.since the church refused 

to lower its standards concerning an educated ministry, there was 

but one thing for it to do; enlarge its educational facilities. It 

camrot be determined with any great degree of certainty as . to ·just 

how far the western phase of the revival was responsible for the 

• • • • • • • • 
1. In a letter to the Editor of the ''Watchman and Observer", dated 

Sept. 5th, 1846; in Davidson, op. cit., P• 189. 
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multiplied missionary e..nd educational activities of the church 

which result~d in the establishment of the Board of Missions in 

1816 • the Board of Education in 1819 • e..nd the founding of Prince

ton Theological Seminary in 1812. But the accounts of the Assembly 

together with the obviously increased missionary e..nd educational 

efforts of the church witness to the fact that the movement acted 

as a powerful stimulus in spurring the church on to new e..nd greater 

achievements in the missionary e..nd educational fields. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

It has been the purpose of this study to examine the 

Kentucky Revival of 1800 from the Presbyterian standpoint in order 

to discover and trace the influence of Presbyterianism upon the 

revival and also the effects of the reVival movement upon the Pres

byterian Church. This examination has disclosed the fact that a 

close relationship existed between the two, and that due to the 

nature of this relationship each necessarily exerted a definite 

influence upon the other. 

A careful investigation of the relationship which existed 

between the Kentucky Revival and the Presbyterian Church has revealed 

the follo~ng facts: The Great Revival visited the different sections 

of our country when it was most desperately needed. It succeeded 

in meeting this need in a very real way. The traditional policies 

and practices of the church relating to its educational and mission

ary activities as well as to its educational and credal standards 

and its insistence upon the maintainance of "law and order" within 

the church were instrumental in determining the essential quality 

of the relationship which bound the two together. The church 'vas 

largely responsible for the existence and course of the revival, 

but on the other hand the frontier revival exerted a great influence 

upon the interests of American Presbyterianism. It served to con

firm the importance which the church placed upon its frontier work, 

and at the same time it had a definite effect upon the power and 

influence of the church in the West. The Kentucky Revival >ms 

responsible for the extension of the educational and missionary pro

grams and facilities of American Presbyterianism. 

In view of these facts which have been revealed through 
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the medium of our study we are led to draw the following conclusions 

concerning its place and iinportance: In discovering the nature and 

extent of the relationship which existed between the Kentucky Revival 

and the Presbyterian Church we have been brought into a deeper con

sciousness of the contributions which the church made through the 

agency of the revival to American Protestantism and to American 

civilization by acting as an uplifting influence upon the religious 

and moral life of the nation. Other contributions of Presbyterianism 

to the development of American Christianity which cannot be separated 

from those just referred to, and which are distinctive to the Pres

byterian Church, lay in its strict adherence to its traditional ed

ucational and credal standards, and in the unfaltering stand which 

it took concerning the less desirable practices which were associated 

with the revival"movement. 

We have observed how the church's stand in relation to 

these particular problems led to divisions which greatly decreased 

its influence along the frontier sections of the country. Neverthe

less, in spite of the immediate losses which the church suffered 

because of these divisions it is evident that nin the long run•• the 

position of the church, and thus the position of American Christian

ity, Was strengthened through its adherence to certain of its funda• 

mental principles. By refusing to conform to the demands which were 

made upon it during the period of extreme excitement it added a much 

needed "steadyingtt influence to frontier religious thought and 

practice. 

The greatest benefit gained from this study is that it has 

enabled us to arrive at a clearer conception of the situation in 

which we find ourselves at present. There are striking similarities 
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between the general social and religious conditions of contemporary 
' 

America and those which existed in this country at the close of the 

eighteenth century. We have been given a better understanding of 

the part which a great revival movement played in the development 

of our national and religious life at that time, and we are there-

fore brought to the conclusion that what has been done can be done 

again, and that a similar revival could bring about a like change 

in contemporary life and thought. Our study has also led to a deeper 

appreciation of the 11per.manent deposits" which Presbyterianism has 

left among the religious and social characteristics of our land, and 

of the debt of gratitude which present day America owes to the Pres

byterian Church in the United States. 
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