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INTRODUCTION



INTRODUCT ION

‘ 4 4, The Subject.
1, The Subject Stated and ﬁe;im;ted,

Two consequences qf the religious freedqm_whioh the v
church has enjoyed in imerica are revivalism and denomipationalimn.l
Revivalism has been one of the distinguishing characteristics of
American Protestentism. Its religious revivals have been the
greatest single factor gqptribufing’tg the growth and strength'qf
the church in this country. The:periods in the’churchfs(history
in which the most progress has been made are those in which its
revivals have oqcurre#, One American church historian has said
concerning the pelationship which exists betwsen revivalism and
the church:

"For almost two hundred years it is pevivalism more than any
other phenomena that has supplied the landmarks in our relig- -
ious history -~ the undulations, urheavals, points of departure,
and 1;pesro£’oontinuity." 2
Qherefore, it is necessary to‘have’a knpwledge qf the reviyals
Which have accompanigd and influepged its deyelopment in.o;der to
understapd the histo;y of the Protestant Ghurch<in Amarica, ‘Many
remarkable revivals~have‘madekfhei; appearance upon the American
scene. Among the most notable of these have been The Great Awaken=-
ing of the gighteenth centu:y,lmhg $econd Awakening,»or The‘Gregt'.
Revival as it is sometimes called, of the early nineteenth century,

..QQ.Q.Q

1. Henry Kalloch Rowe, The History of Religion in the Uhlted
' States, PDe 56"580 .
2. Peter G. Mode, The Fromtier Spirit in American Christianity,p. 41,



The Prayer-meeting Bevival of ;857, and the Moody-Sankey vevivals
of the late nineteenth century.‘

Ebnominationalism has exerteq a greatlinfluence upon ﬁhav
life and work of the church in America, The various denqminations;
although striying to attain unto & common ggal, have frgquently
adqpted different means in order to accomplish their purpose. Re~
vivaiism{has been employed at frequent_intervals by the several
denominations as an agency fqr’the’building up of the church ana |
for the extepsion of its influence. A1l of the nost nqtable reviv-
als have been intepdenominatipnal in Qha;acyer, but each one h&s:
been_tnfluenced by, or has influenced, one particular denqminat;qp;
or group of denominations, to the partial exclusion of the others.

This study will be‘limited to a considerat;on erﬁhe A
Second Awskening as 1tnogcurred 1n Eentucky and the relationship
which existed between thils western phasevqf the revivalland ther
Presbyterian Ghurch. It is the purpose of‘this“study to cqnsi@gr,‘
the Kentucky rev;val of 1899 from the<Prgsby§e?ian standpq;nt,@,e.,
to discover and trace, in sq‘far as possible,kthe influgpce”whieh
the Presbyterian Ghurdhrexerted upanthe revival and also the

effects of the revival upon the church,

%+ The Subject Explained and Justified.

As stated above, in this study the attention wi;; be N
focused upon tbe Sgcqnd’émakeningﬁas ;t appeared Qnuthe frgyyie?.
This partioular revival has been chosen because of the important

place which it occupies in the chronicles of American Revivalism,
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"The story of this great revival is the story of the remark-
able rebirth of aggressive evangelical Christianity in America
e ¢ o It was the first great revival which came to the United
States of America after it had become an independent nation.
o o « Historians call this "The Great Revival” ". 1
The term "Great Revival"”, when applied to the Second Awskening,
is not misleading, for -
"In view of the remarkable results which attended the Awakening
of 1800, its sslutary and long-contimued influence upon the
religious life of the American republic, the wide scope of the
territory covered and the mumbers which were reached by its
quickening power, this revival was fully as remarkable as any
which ever refreshed the life of the churches on the American
continent.” 2
Strange manifestations attended the frontier phase of
the revival, and for this reason many students of revivaliam
center their attention upon this particular aspect of the movement.
Due to the "fury of excitement" which attended the western revival
many think of it only in that light, but the western phase of the
Second Awakening was selected for this study because of the revolu-
tionary and abiding resulis which were wrought by 1it. The religious
and moral tonms of the frontier country was completely changed because
of this remarkable awakening which swept over it during the years
1797 to 1805,

The Pwoghvtewiana Mathndicts. and Banticte H211 hod »
Proghptapiane, Methodligta, and Baptls all ned g

- part" in this great movement, but it was in frontier Presbyterian
congregations that the révival had its origin.

e & & ¢ ¢ ¢ o o

1, Arthur B. Strickland, The Great American Revival, p. 15.
2 Frenk Grenville Beardsley, 4 History of American Revivals,
s 107, : , )
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"The Great Revival was born in Eentucky among the Presbyterians
in their precommunion preparatory services.” 1

Thus to the Presbyterian Church goes the credii: for launching the
western revival movement and though other denomimtions entered
into the work as the revival progressed the Presbyterians were more
or less closely identified with it throughout its existence. It
is therefore reasonable to expect that each, the revival and the
Presbyterian Church, had certain definite effects upon the other,
and such was the case. First, the membership of the church was
increased because of the'revival. Second, the revival proved to
be influential "in the development of the several departments of
labore « » which we now denominate the Boards of the Presbyterian
chu,rch."z Third, two‘great schisms occurred in the Presbyterian
Church és a result of the disorders and disputes which grew out
of the revival movement.

The unique tut close relationship which existed between
this great awakening in its different stages and the Presbyterian
Church justifies a closer study of the influence which was mutually
exerted, In order to understand the church as we have it today it
is necessary to have & kmowledge of those forces in history which
determined 1ts present state. The Second Awakening, especially in
its western phase, was one of those fprces“which helped to deter—
mine the present state of this great church. It is also necessary
to understand the forces which are responsible‘for, and operative

oo e 0 e 0 s

le Strickland‘,,op. citse, e B85,
2. William Speer, The Great Revival of 1800, pe 76




in, any greé.t movement such as the Second Awakening to be able to
understand the movement itself,. Therefore; if the purpose of this
study which is to discover and tré,ce the true relationship vwhich

existed between the Great Western Revival of 1800 and the ?résby-

terian Church is achieved the study itself is justified.

Be. The Method of Treating the Subjéét.

In the course of thié study the subject will be divided
into three main sections. The first section will deal with the
development of the Second Awskeninge. This section will include -
survey of the background out of which the revival came gs well as
an account of its begimming and spread. Special attention will
ie focused upon the revival as it appeared in Kentucky. The second
section of the study will deal with the Presbyterian Church and its
relation to the Kentucky revivale Here both the position of the
ohurch prior to 1800, and the develoyment of the church in the west,
particularly as it was associated with the revival will be dealt
withe In this section the lives and works of some of the great re~
vival leaders will be considered. The last section of our study
will deal with the effect of the revival upon the church, the new
denominations coming out of the Presbyterian Church, the deepened

spiritual life of the church, and the influence of the revival upon

the organized activities of the churche

C, The Sources for Study.
The sources for our /studyr»are drawn chiefly from history.

These historical sources may be divided into two groups: first,



those dealing primarily with the revival, and second, those dealing
with the development of the Presbyterian Church in the United
States pf America. In each instance these two divisions may be
subdivided into prﬁnary and secondary sources. The primary sources
consist in descriptions of the revival taken from letters and other
records written by eye witnesses; minutes of the General Assembly;
mimtes of the Transylvania and Cumberland Presbyteries; session
rocords of some frontier Presbyterian Churches; and sermons preach-

ed during this period.
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CHAPTER ONB

THE HISTORICAL DEVELOEMEN? OF THE GREAT AMERICAN REVIVAL

In order to fully understand any given situation it is
necessary to have a kmowledge of the conditions out of which that
situation arose. Therefore, it is impossible to be well acquainted
with any’ one movement in history without being famiiiar with the
background of that movement,

It ;s the purpose of this chapter to prepare the way for
our study of the"Western Revival of 1800 in its Relation . to
the Presbyterian Church. This purpose is accomplished in two ways;
first, by providing the general background out of which the revival
movement came, and second, by tracing the historical development
of this great movement from its earliest appearance on the Atlantic
Seaboard to its emergence as a deciding factor in determining the

destiny of the new West,

A, The American Scene Just Prior to the Nineteenth Century,
Religious rev}_.gals have always made their é.ppearance
upon the American scene -9_.1; a time:when they were sorely needed, |
There have been those periods in the history of the United States
when the moré.l and spiritual life of the people was at such a low

level as to make & revival of religion & "national necessity."

1, The Great Awakening and Its Influence upon American Life,
The Groat Awakening of the middle decades of the eighteen-

th century came at a time when it was much needed because of the



steady decline in the spiritual and moral life of the people of
the colonies. In a letter written by Jonathan Edwards in which
he tells of con&itions vwhich existed 1g~mbrthampton about 1730
he says:
"It seemed to be a time of extraordinary dullness in religion:
licentiousness for some years greatly prevailed among the youth
of the town; they were many of them very much addicted to night
walking, and frequenting the tavern, and lewd practices, where-
in some by their example exceedingly corrupted others.” 1
This situation was not limited to any one section of fhe country,
for there ﬁas a general drift away from religion.

The Great Awakening aroused the colonists to an appre-
clation of the spiritual and moral values in life, and influenced
the social and religious activities of the people in all of the
colonies. The outstanding revivalists were Edwards, the Tennants
and Whitfield.

"The results of the Great Awakening were momentous and
far-reaching™, for the membership of the church was inereased and
its spirituai life was quickened; interest was fénewed in missions
and educational advancement, and a direct influence was brought to
bear upon the principle and practice of religious liberty in the

3
colonies.

2. The Decline in the Moral and Spiritual Life of the American
People and the Factors Contributing to this Decline.
Individual revivals did not cease wiﬁﬁ the close of the

® © & o 0 8 o o

1. Jonathan Edwards, The Works of President Edwards, Vol.III, p. 232,
2+ Beardsley, ope cite, pes 64
3¢ Cf, 1bide, DPe 64~58,
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Great Awakening, but general interest in religious and spiritual
matters reached a new low level toward the end of the century. At
least two powerful agencies were responsible for this degraded
condition of societye. These were: the two wars in which the colon-
ies engaged during the latter half of the eighteenth century, and
the influence of European thought and belief upon the religious
and intellectual life of the American people.
a, The Influence of the French and Indian and the
Revolutionary Wars upon American Society.
The colonies were engaged in almost constant warfare
from 1756, the opening year of the French and Indian War, to 1783,
the closing year of the American Revolution. ﬁzring this long
period of warfare - |
"Congregations were scattered, churches had been left pastor-
loss and in many instances entirely destitute of religious
services. « o Church organizations, moreover, had settled
down into a state of apathy and active efforts for the propo-
gation of religion had ceased.” 1
Since war is so unfrien&ly to religion it is not surpris-
ing to find that the decade and a half following the American
Revolution, marked by decadence in religion and morals, was one of

2
spiritual deadness among American churchess

be The Influence of French Deistic Philosophy upon
American Thought and Bslief.
The French philosophy of the period was the second agency
L * L 3 . L J o ® e

1. Beardsley, ope. cite, pe 77,
Se Sweet, The Story of Religions in America, p. 322.
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that exerted a detrimental influence upon the religious life of
the young republice French Deism invaded the United States and
recrulited many followérs among whom were some of the influential
political and intellectual leaders. Deism was & popular doctrine.
in England during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
"Out of England Deism was born to France by Voltaire, where it
became the creed of nearly all the skepties who labored at the
Encyclopaedia and the new philosophy of naturalism and humanity,.
From various directions the doctrine came to America, spreading
among the intellectual leaders of the American Revolution.' 1
To imitate the disrespect of these leaders for religion and their
glorification of the reason, became a fad in this country.
"The open and avowed infidelity of Paine, and of other writers
of the same character, produced inealeulable injury to religion
and morals throughout our whole country; and its effects on the
minds of young men who valued themselves on their genius, and
were fond of novel speculations, was the greatest of all.,' 2
Thus the damaging influence of French thought left its
stamp upon dmerican social and religious life during the closing
decades of the century. The Americens idolized and imitated the
French to the extent that many Jacobin clubs and societies of the
3
I1luminati came into existence in all parts of the nation, On
ihe frontier towns were named for leaders of the French "new

thought" movement.

3« Social Conditions in the Bast at the Close of the Eighteenth
Century.

During the closing decades of the eighteenth century it
® © & ¢ & ¢ o o

1, Charles A, and Mary R. Beard, The Rise of American Civilization,
Do 4480

2+ Ashbel Green, Ietter XVII; in William B. Sprague, Lectures on
Revivals of Religion, p..342,

3. Cf. Sweet, The Story of Religions in America, p. 322.
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became increasingly evident that a spiritual revival would be nec~
essary to check the rapid decline which American Christianity was

then experiencing. There was & general breakdown in the moral and
1
spiritual 1life of the people in the older settlements, Religious

values and practices were no longer appreciated; in fact, infidel-

ity, "in its most coarse and brutal form, sneered at religion and
, 2
scoffed at morality.” Omne dmerican church historian has said con~

cerning the spiritual life of the church in this periods:

"The closing years of the eighteenth century show the lowest
low-water mark of the ebb-tide of spiritual life in the history
of the American church." 3

The facts of history witness to the appropriateness of
this serious indictment. The decline was characteristic of all

classes of society. According to Dr, Ashbel Green there were only
4

two professed Christians in the student body of Princeton in 1782,
During this same period there was but one professed Christian
among the students of Bowdoin.

"Iyman Beecher who was & student at Yale College in 1795, de~
scribes in his interesting "Reminiscences" the religious condi-
tion in the college at the times He sayss "The College was in
a most ungodly state. The college church was extinct. Most
of the students were skeptical and rowdies were plenty."" 5

This extensive spiritusl deadness made itself manifest in many
WaySe

"o o othe General Court of Massachusetts boldly said the
o ® ¢ o 9 o o o

1. Cf. Strickland, op. cite., ps R6.

R2e Beardsley, ops cite., p. 81,

3+ Leonard Woolsey Bacon, 4 History of American Christianity, p. 230.
4, Spr&gue,_ 0P cite, Po 342, ]

5., Sweet, Story of Religions in America, pe 323,
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Sabbath was too longs Country members demanded a Sabbath of
thirty-six hours; the town members would give but eighteen,

~ and had their way. The effect was soon apparent. ILevity, pro-
faneness, idle amusements, and Sabbath breaking increased in
the towns with fearful rapidity.” 1

The following portrait of commonly existing religious
conditions in the country is contained in the Pastoral letter of
the General Assembly in 1798:

"The evidences of our guilt are, unhappily, too numerous
and glaring. We perceive with pain and fearful apprehension,

a general dereldéction of religious principle and practice
amongst our fellow citizense. « o The profligacy and corruption
of the public morals have advanced with a progress proportioned
to our declension in religion. Profaneness, pride, luxury, in-

Justice;.intemperancey lewdness, and every species of debauchery
and loose indulgence greatly abound.® 2

4, Social Conditions on the Frontier at the Close of the Eighteenth
Century.

Since the moral and spiritual decline in the seaboard
states was so great it is little wonder that the situation was
even more deplorable in the frontier states. The agencies which
were S0 actively engaged in the disintegration of religious influ-~
ence in the Eastern States were also at work in the new West, and
in addition to these the "natural restraints" of religion which
constituted aﬁ important factor in the lives of the settlers while
they were yet in their native lands were almost entirely lacking
on the frontier.

¢ s o e e o
1, John Bach McMaster, A History of the People of the United
States, pe. 5664
2, Mimutes of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in

the United States of America, A.D. 1789 to 1820 inclusive,
Pe 1536



w15=

a. The Frontier Settlers.

The original settlers of this frontier section were for
the most part of Scotch-Irish stock. Toward the begimning of the
eighteenth century they had settled in Pemnsylvania, but betwsen
_ 1730 and the Revolutionary War many of them accompanieéfby other
groups of settlers advanced up Virginia's famous Shenandoah Valley
and took possession of the "up=country 61’ Virginia and the Carolinas.g'.
Here they were reinforced by those of their own kind who had come
westward across Virginia from the coaste

"Thus by the middle of the eighteenth century a new section
had been created in dmerica, a kind of peninsula thrust down
from Pemnsylvania betwsen the falls of the rivers of the South
Atlantic colonies on one side and the Allegheny mountains on
the other." 2

Toward the close of the war this group pushed past the
settled regions againe Onoe more they entered the wilderness and
in spite of the tremendous odds against them they succeeded in
crossing the mountains into Kentucky. They made their first per—
manent settlement in Kentucky inm 1775, and by the end of the year
the region was in the permanent \posséssion of this hardy band of
pioneers., For the first few years the settlement of Kentucky
progressed i'ery slowly, but by 1784 "the Vpc)pulation wés.numbered
by the thousands, and each month broﬁght hundreds of new settlers
over the mountains from Virginia ax;d the Carolinas, or down the
Chio from Pemnsylvania and New Jersgy.":5 |
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Many of those who followed the first settlers were of
an entirely different strain, for it was not long until law-
brezkers of all types emigrated to Kentucky to escape the penalty

of their crimes.

be The Low Level of Frontier Societye
With the influence of religion almost entirely removed
from the lives of this mixed group of settlers, ' especially
vhen the adverse influencés were so strong, it is not surprising
that Peter Cartwright wrote as follows concerning Logan County,
Kentucky, when he arrived there in 17933 o
"Logan County. « « was called "Rogues Harbor". Here many
refugees, from almost all parts of the Union, fled to escape
justice; for although there was law, yet it could not be ex-
ecuted, and it was a desperate state of society. Murderers,
horse thieves, highway robbers, and counterfeiters fled here
until they combined and actually formed a majority." 1

In the same year, 1793, the Kentucky Legislature "dispensed

-2

with the services of a chaplain, deeming it unnecessary."

Thus in Kentucky, as in the East, both the people and
the representatives of the people were so quickly forsaking the
Christian principles of their fathers upon which the new reigublic:;'
their home, had been foundede
5, The General Condition of American Society at the Turn of

the Century,
The condition of spiritual and moral bankruptey was
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nation wide. Abuse was heaped upon the church from every side and
it naturally followed that dishonesty and immorality increased in
the same proportion as the disregard and disrespect for Christianity
grew. Washington must have had this general situation in mind when,
in delivering his farewell address in 1797, he said:

"e o« o reason and experience both forbid us to ‘expect, that

national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle.

o o o'Tis substantially true, that virtue or morality is a

necessary spring of popular geverumentees" 1

The attack against Christianity is also reflected in a

letter written by Jchn Adams in 1798 to the Grand Jury of Hemp-
shire County, Massachusetts:

"If the abuse of Christianity can be anmnihilated or diminished,

and a more equitable enjoyment of the right of conscience

introduced, it will be well; but this will not be accomplished

by the abolition of Christianity and the introduction of

Greek mythologye « " 2

The American scene just prior to the nineteenth century

was dismal indeed. It is little wonder that in 1799 the General
Assembly admonished church members not to be discouraged, for there
were many real reasons why Christians might well have been dis-

couraged..

B. The Beginning and Spread of the Great Revival,
It is difficult to say just vhen, or where, the Great
Revival made its first appearance, for as a cloud,"as small as
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a man's hand," herald's the approaching downpour, local revivals
prece&ed the great na’bional awakening which swept over the country
during the closing years of the eighteenth and the opening years

of the nineteenth centurye.

1. Barly Revivals in the East.
"By about 1790 in varioﬁs portions of the country, and entirely
independent of one another, signs of reviving grace began to
appear.” 1
4As early aé 1787 revivals began to appear in the souﬁh. One of
these began at Hampden Sydney College in Virginia and from there
spread throughout the Presbyterian Churches in the "valley of
\7‘:‘Lrginia.."'2
"l'hese early revivals were most numerous in New England,.
The first of these New England revivals of which there is any
rocord occurred in 1790 at the First Baptist Church in Boston, and
the following year there was one at North Yarmouth, Maihe. In
1792, which year is commonly thought of as the date for the commence-
ment of the New England revivals, an awekening of notg took place
in Lee, Massachussetts. )
In 1794 8 group of Hew England ministers set out a
"oircular letter"” calling upon the churches to unite in prayer for
a revival, Ehis‘idea for a "Concaert of Prayer" on the part of the
churches of the country met éager approval amoﬁg the denominations.
"The Presbytery of New York and the Synods of Few York and

e o 068 ¢ 0 o o
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New Jersey recommended the Circular letter call to all their
churches.” 1

The denominafions and the individual churches not oxnly responded

to the suggestion with enthusiasm but they conscientiously heeded
it as well. The results of these united prayers were soon apparent;
the people were awakened to & "revival consciousness” and thus
through prayer the way was prepared, in part at 1eaa€, for the com-

ing of the Great Revival,

2e¢ The Revival Movement in_Eastern Collegese

The revivals which constituted the Second Awakening in
Hew Bngland differed greatly in one respect from their predecessor,
The Great Awakening, for these revivals did not come as the result
of the labors of great evangelists who went from one place to another
attempting to arouse the church into action and to awaken the people
to their need. If any one name is inseparably commected with this
revival movement in New England it is that of Timothy Dwight, pres-
ident of Yale Collegee.

Dwight, the grandson of Jonathan Edwards, became president
of Yale in 1795. Vhen he entered into this office most of the
students of the college were under the influence of the prevalent
French philosophy. "He met the students on their own ground”a by
inviting them td pa.r”cvicipate in free discussion econcerning phil-
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osophical and religious matterse Much to the surprise of the stu~
dents the firsfo subject, chosen from a list submitbted by them,
upon which President Dwight invited free discussion was, "Is the
Bible the Word of God?" What was probably Dwight's most famous
address was the Baccaléureate sermon entitled f"'lhé Nature and
Danger of Infidel Philosophy™. |

Dwight's efforts on the behalf of Christianity were soon
rewarded, In 1’?97 a student organization known as the Moral
Soclety of Yale College was foundéd “"for the promotion and preser—-
vation of morality among the studen’cé of this uni.versity."l Five
yoars later, in 1802, a revival began in which £ifty-eight under-
graduates joined the churche 4t least two other awakenings occurred
at Yale during the administration of President Dwights The first
of these was in 1808 when twenty joined the church, and the other
was in 1815 when the names of twenty-five students were added to
the church roll-z

Other colleges expezfienced awakenings similar to those
at Yale, In 1805 twenty Dartmouth students "gave évidence of cop-
version’, and from that time till 1815, "the college was not with-
out more or less apparent divine 1nf1uenée."3 1805 was also the year
in which an inoreasing interest in religious matters was manifested
at Williams Colleges In 1808 the now famous "Haystack Prayer
Meeting" was held.‘ M™is meseting is often conéidered. as giving
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birth/\go the organized foreign missionary movemen%n this country.

S General Characteristics of the Revival Movement in the East,
The marked characteristics of the Bastern revivals of
tﬁis period’werex
1. Their freedom from abnormal excitement.
2. Their permanency; they first appeared about 1790 and contimed
until near the middle of the next century.
3. The absence of outstanding revival leaders or evangelists, as
noted above. This feature alone places them in marked contrast
with the Great Awakening of the previous centurye
The sudden rise and rapid. spread of these Eastern revivals might
also be considered as one of their distinguishing features. Dre
Griffin writing in 1832, while he was president of Williams College,
said,
"By 1802 revivals had spread themselves through most of the
western and southern states; and since that time they have
been familiar to the whole American people.” 1
Co The Great Revival in the West,
1, The Appearance of the Revival Movement in Logan County, Kentucky.
The Great Revival in the West had its begirming "in the
little front:’ier. Presbyterian churches under the care of Jaﬁes
McGready in Logan County, Kentucky, in the year 1’.’9'{’.";3 The Reve.
James McGready came to Logén County, Kentucky, in 1796. His
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earnest and zealous eﬁangelistic preaching soon brought about
-religious revivals wherever he went. His successful attempis "to
arouse false professors, to awaken a dead church, and warn sinners
and lead them to seek the new spiritual 11fe“1 caused so much ex~
citement that he was accused of "rumning peoﬁle distracted."” His
demnciations of sin and hypocraéy were so animated that viblent
opposition against him and his work was soon aroused in Carolins.
Because of this opposition and because of the fact that some of
his converts had immigrated to Kentucky he gave up his charge in
Horth Carolina and came to Logah County where he became minister
of the three small Presbyterian churches at Gasper River, Red River
and Muddy River. His preaching in Kentucky was as effective as it
had been in North Carolina and "wiﬁhin a year there were signs of
the G;eat Revival ﬁhat'was to sﬁeep over the western and southern
states."z
| Both the Eastern and the Western phases of the Great
Revival were "kindled by prayer”. McGready drew up a covenant of
prayer which some of his churchAmqmbers Joined him in signing, In
1t they agreed to set agide the third Saturday in each month for
one year "as & day of fasting and prayer for the conversion of
_sinners.“5
| What might be thought of as the first actual indication
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of the coming revival occurred with the conversion of one woman
in the Gasper River Church in May, 1797, With this single con-
version the interés'c of the entire coﬁgregation was apparently
aroused’, but was not sustained for long. By the time autumn came
it had subsided. The spiritual quickening was revived at Gasper
River during a sacramental meeting which was held there in July,
1798, The other two churches In McGready's charge experienced a
similar quickening in September of that same years The revival
movement was growing, but it had not yet really taken hold.

"In 1797 there arose & little cloud like a man's hande In

1798 the heaven was black with clouds and wind, the chief

apparent cause being McGready's thunderous personalitye." 1

The sky might have been "black with clouds", but the
storm had not yet broken. McGready was both intensely sincere
and determined, and even though the interest which had been arous—
ed at each one of his churches had not been long sustained yet he
did not give up. It began to be more generally apparent in 1799
that his efforts were about to be rewarded with success. Signs of
the deepening revivgl spirit were much in evidence in a meeting
held at Gasper River in August, They also appeared in a sacrame:ex‘i%:‘al
meeting which was held in October by McGready, McGes, and Rankin
at the Ridge, a congregation in western Tennessee, During the
winter of 1799-1800 the revival spirit was kept alive and brols
forth anew the following summere.
©c e o000 00
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‘ In the swmer of 1800 the so-called Iogan County Revival
reached its highest peak. The first important revival meeting of
the year was held on Red River in June. McGready, Hodge, Rankin
and other Presbyterian preachers were in attendances. The McCGee
brothers, William, a Presbyterian, and John, a Methodist, were also
present at this service. Several of the preachers spoke. At the
close of the Rev,. Mr. Hodge's sermon 2ll of the ministers except
the McGee brothers left ’che)roo::d"‘,' but the people remained in their
. places. Omne oan well imagine the air of expectancy which must have
hung heavily over the assembled groupe John McGee took this oppor-
tunity to exhort the already excited peoi;lg ,and thé result was that
"meny brolm silence. « o the floor was soon covered with the slain;"l
According to MoGready ten were converted in this Red River meevting‘.v
The Great Western Revival movement was p.nder way at lasts Thosze
who were present in this meeting went home and told others of the
"Wonderful things" which had happened at Red River. Following this
meetings werse helci at Gasper River, Muddy River, and Edward's Chapel,
These meetings atiracted so many people that they had to bg—held

in the open. ZEvery settlement in that section was "full of religious

fervor."

2. The Developnenﬁ and Spread of the Camp-Meeting.

Since many of the people who attended the meetings came
from great distances it was necessary for them to travel in their
wagonse Vhole families, leaving their work at home undone, loaded
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wagons with provisions and arrived at fche meeting places prepa.red
to remain for several days, Thus the famous American camp-meetings,
which were soon to be so wideiy employed by the different religious
sects, developed.

"The first plamed camp-meeting was held at Gasper R:wnr Ghurch

in July, 1800, Invitations were sent out by MoGready . -

through the vwhole country, and a great concourse assembled "from

distances of forty, fifty and one hundred miles.,” 4 regular en-

campment was arranged in the form of & hollow square, the inter-

ior of vwhich was fitted up for worship, with parallel rows of

hewn logs designed as seats, and with the stand in the center.

Some of the people occupied tents while others slept in covered

wagons." 1

The camp~-meeting idea "spread like wild~fire", and almost
jmmediately camp-meetings came to be considered as a regular part
of the revival movement. Tasks were put aside, favorite pasé ‘
times were neglected; and homes were deserted as both young and old
céme from all directions and gathered at the camp-meeting. It is
recorded that ten camp-meetings were held in the Cumberland and
Green River settlements during that same year, and that no less
than six were held in upper Kentucky between May and July of the
2 .
following years
The length of these meetings varied, but usually they

contimued from four days to a week each. Frequently the meeting
would commence on & Thursday or Friday and contimume through to the
following Tnesday. The. exhorting, praying and singing which were
a part of each day's‘program would often last far into the night
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"until darkness had begun to give way to light." In addition to
these regular daily camp-meeting "features” the Hoiy Sacrament

was usually administered on Sunday.

Je Barton Stone Visits the Logan County Revival.

The news of the ngan Gbunty Revival spread far and wide
and soon people were cominé from long distances to see for them-
selves what was happening. Among those who came to Iogan County
to investigate the revival was Barton W. Stone. Stone, one of
McGready's Horth Carolina comverts, was the minister of two small
Presbyte;;-ian congregations in Bourbon County. The spiritual life
of his church members was at such a low ebb that in the spring of
1801 he decided to go to Logan County to see for himself what was
being accomplished there by the revival movement,

He was not quite sure just what to make of the physical
"aecidentials" which accompanied the revival, but he was convinced
that the movement was genuine. Concerning the scenes which he
witnessed while attending the revival Stone wrofe:

"There on the edge of a8 prairie in Logan County, Ky., the
multitudes came to gether and contimed & number of days and
nights encamped on the ground, during which time worship was
carried on in some part of the encampment. The scene was new
to me and passing strange. It baffled description. Many,
very many fell down as men slain in battle, and contimed for
hours together in an apparent breathless and motionless state,
sometimes for & few moments reviving and exhibiting symptoms
of life by a deep groan or piercing shriek, or by prayer for
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mercy fervently uttered. After lying for hours they‘would \
obtain deliverance. o o They would rise, shouting deliverance,
and then would address the surrounding multitude in language truly
eloquent and impressive. . o Thelr appeals were solemn, heart-
penetrating, bold, and free, Under such circumstances many
others would fall down in the same state from which the speak-
ers had just been delivered." 1l

4, The Great Cane Ridge Meeting.

a. The First Appearance of the Revival in Bourbon County.

Stone returned home to Bourbon County and upon his arrival
there a great revival, similar to the one which he had just witness-
ed, began, It was evident by June that the revival movement had
reached Bourbon County.

In that month & sacramental meeting was held at Concord,
one of Stone's two churches. About four thousand people attended
this service'and the Lord's Supper had to be administered in a
tent which had been erectéd for that purpose. 4s for the effect of
this meeting which "contimued five days and five nights without
ceasing", upon the commnity, Stone says:

"The effects of this meeting through the country were like
fire in dry stubble driven by a strong wind. All felt its
influence more or lesse. « « The whole country appeared to

be in motion to the place, and multitudes of all denomina~
tions attended.,” 2

be The Meeting at Cane Ridge.

What héppened at Concord was merely the beginning; the
introduction to that which was about to take place} for it was
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followed in August by the well known Cane Ridge meetinge ths
meeting which has been termed "the most remerkable of all meetings

1 .
in Kentucky," was without a doubt one of the most famous single

serﬁces in the entire history of revivalism. The Cane Ridge meet-
ing was exceptional for two reasons: first, because of the enormous
crowds which were present; and second, because of the unusual ex-
citement which attended it.

No ome knows just how many people were in attendance at
this service, but it has been estimated by some of those who were
present that between ten and twenty thousand persons attended this
umsual meeting. One observer wrote that there were

“one hundred and forty wagons, which came loaded with people,
besides other wheel carriages., Some persons had come two
hundred miles." 2
Another observer included the following account of what he witnessed
at the Cane Ridge Revival in a letter written soon after that famous
event:
"I set off last Friday and arrived there on Saturday about 10
o'clock; I then began to note some of the most extraordinary
particulars, I first proceeded to count the waggons containing
families, with their provisions, camp equipage, etc. to the
mmber of 147; at 11 o'clock the quantity of ground occupied
by horses, waggons, etc, was about the same size as the square
between Market, Chesmt, Second and Third Streets, of Philadel-
thia." 3
A third person who claimed to have counted all of the vehicles that
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were thezje on the meeting ground declared that all together there

were eleven hundred and forty-five of them.l If these figures are

even approximately correct a fair idea can 'be'gained of the mmber
of people who were gathered at Cane Ridge for this meeting.

The other strik_ingrfeature of the Cane Ridge meeting was
the intense excitament which was groused by and in ite This un- |
usual excitement which was characteristic of the whole revival
movement in the West reached its height here and surpassed every-
thing which had been experienced, or witnessed, at any of the other
meetings. The people who were assembled at Gane Ridge belonged to
a racial group who were naturally deeply responsive to the religious
stimulil which such a situation provided.

"Mr. Bryce has well characterized the South as a region of

'high religious voltage', but this characterization is especially
applicable to the Upland South. . « These people saturated their
religion and their politics with feeling." 2 )

V&ién we take into account the emotional nature and
natural religious fervor of these people some of the incidents
that occurred at Cane Ridge as a result of the prevailing excite-
ment are not surprising.

"Great mmbers were on the ground from Friday until Thursday
following, night and day without intermission, engaged in
some religious act of worship." 3
Preachers were constantly exhortiﬁg the crowd. Peter Cartwright,
"the great Methodist itinerant” in his Autobiography refers to the
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Cane Ridge Meeting and says conceraing it:

"It was not umisual for one, two, three, and four to seven

preachers to be addressing the listening thousands at the

same time from the different stands erected for the purpose.” 1
The great mmber of persons gathered together a2t one place for é
common purpose; the nature and attitude of those people; the length
of the meeting; and the method of conducting the meeting all worked
together to produce an emotional pitch which threw the assembled
multitudes into a very "fury of excitement.”

It is not surprising that the Cane Ridge meeting is
famous in history for the physical manifestations which were asso-
ciated with ite Confusion reigned! Preachers exhorted, groups
sang, men and women shouted, and crowds rushed "fram preacher to
preacher” all at the same time. Few persons weie able to resist
the social pressure which was exerted upon them by the crowd, In-
dividuals lost their identity and became one with the emotionally
wrought-up group. Even those who "came to scoff remained to
preach".z Under such conditions it was little wonder that many
wore physically and mentally overwhelmed, for the excited emotions
soon became fatigued and as a result gave away under the prolonged
strain.5

This giving away of the emotions was undoubtedly one of
the chief causes for the "physical accidentials" which were associat-
ed with the Great Revival in the West, The most common of these
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1
strange ”exercises" was the one known as the '"falling exercise',
“The whole body’of persons who actually feil helpless to the
earth during the progress of the meeting was computed by the
Rev. James Crawford, who avers that he endeavored to keep an
accurate acecount, to be three thousand personse " 2
Since such a large mmber of the people "fell" at the Cane Ridge
meeting it was impossible for the crowds to move about without
trampling upon them, therefore the "fallen" were carried into the
meeting-house. Those "stricken" were affected differently, some
lay quiet and motionless, whilersome shrieked and groaned. A4 third
group were able to talk, but could not move. It was also a common
sight to see men and women rolling over and ovér on the ground.
There will never be any way to ascertain the mumber of
people who experienced true comversion at the Cane Ridge meeting,
nor can we be sure of the mmber who even professed conversion,
but Peter Cartwright wrote:
"It was supposed, by eye and ear witnesses, that hetwaén one
and two thousand souls wers happily and powerfully converted
to God during the meeting." 3
5¢ The Spread of the Revival Movement in the Weste
From this time on camp-meetings became definitely
associated with the revival movement as it spread throughout the
Weste In a very short time revivals were not only common through-
out Eentucky, but they extended southward so as to include Termesses,
Horth Carolina, and Georgia within their scope as well. They also
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began to appear north of the Chio, and by 1803 the movement had

reached the Western Reservee

6e The Extravagances and Disorders which Accompanied the Western
Revival. .

As the revival wave spread the emotional excesses which
by this time had come to be looked upon as a part of the movement
increased in intensity. The excitement which was generated assumed
new and more startling foi'ms. Some wore seized with the "jerks",
This exercise caused a "convulsive jerking all over".l Caftwright
tells of sescing more than five hundred persons jerki:ng in his
congregations., In describing the actions of "proud young gentle—
men and young 1aciies" who took the "jerks™ he sayss

"The first jerk or so, you would see their fine bonnets, caps,
and combs fly; and so sudden would be the jerking of the head
that their long loose hair would crack almost as loud as a
wagoner's whip." 2

;’The undﬁe excitement of animal :tt‘eeling":5 which character-
ized the Wéétern revival movement after 1801 produced other bodily
manifestations just as violent and to many as distasteful as the
falling, the rolling, and the "jerks", Among these new manifesta~
tions were running, the dancing and 'barking exercises and the "Holy

Iaugh,."

7+ The Effects of the Great Revival upon Frontier Societye
In order to make our study of the wastern revivals more
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complete it 1s essential that an evaluation of their influence
upon the church and upon society in genersal be included as a part
of it. it cannot be denied that certain very undesirable elements
came out'of and accompanied this movement. It is generally agreed
that too much stress was laid upon the emotional side of the relig-
ious life for the develbpnez;j: of the "well-rounded" religious per-
sonality, and it is also recognized that various eﬁls naturally
arose as the result of and accompanied the intense excitement which
prevailed around the camp-meetinge.

Regardless of .the présence of these undesirable results
it is generally agreed that on.the whole the West owes a deep feel-
ing of gratitude to the Great Revival of 1800, In 1803 during the
course of the revival David Rice', who is generaliy considered as the
founder of Presbyteriaﬁism in Kentucky, preached a;se;nfdn 'before the
Kentucky Synod on the Present Revival of Religion. in this Country,
in which he said:

"It appears to me that the present stir in the land, is a
real revival of the Christian religion. . " 1

The reasons he gives for arriving at this conclusion are:

1. "This revival has made its appearance in various places,
without any extraordinary means to produce ite o »

Re o o othere appears to be in the subjects of this work, a
deep heart humbling sense of the great unreasonableness, abom-
inable nature, pernicious effects and deadly consequences of
SiNe o o

3¢ They appear to have a lively and very affecting view of the
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infinite condescension and love of God the Father, « . « Jesus
Christ and him crucified, appears to be All in All to the .
subjects of this revivale « ‘, :

4. They. « » have a very deep and dffecting sense of the worth
of precious immortal soulse « o :

S5+ A considerable mumber of individuals appear. « « to be greatly
reformed in their moralse o »

6e¢ A mmber of families who had lived apparently without the
fear of God, are now reduced to order, and are daily joining
in the worship of Gode o« o

7 The subjects of this work appear to be very sensible to the
necessity of sanctification as well as justifications « «" 1

In evaluating Rice's claims that the revival was directly
responsible for the improved-spiritual and social life of the people
of that section it must be taken into consideration that in so much
as it was preached before ministers who were 1n position %o judge
the effects of the revival for themselves it “has the value of
testimony given in the presence of other compétent witnesses, and
liable thus to be questioned or contradicted."z

The revival also was directly responsible for greatly
increasing the memberships of the churches which participated in it,
It is true that the Presbyterians suffered heavy losses due to the
schisms which occurred within the church as a result 6f the revival,
but that particular aspect will be considered in more detail in
another section of this study. The recorders of America's church
his’cory.and the recorders of America's secular history a;ppear in
the main to agree with Theodore Roosevelt when he said regarding
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the effects of the Western revival movement, that on the mole",
Ythere was an immense gain for good. The people received
a new light, and were given a sense of moral responsibility
such as they had not previously possessed. « " 1
D, Summarye

There has never been a period in the history of fmerics
in vhich a reawakening to the spiritusl and moral values of life was
more needed for the welfare of society than during the years follow-
ing the Revolutionary Waer. Werfare and skepticism had left their
imprint upon American society, and the influence of the church was
fading before the attacks of its numerous critics. The great mass
of tr;e people were apparently indifferent to religion, and the
general tone of our national life was distinetly secular. Was
American Protestantism doomed to die thus in its infaney? Many true
Christians who were deeply concerned over the state of affairs were
stirred 1nto action by the perils of the situation. They labored
and prayed that a revival of religion might be sent among the people
for they realized that nothing save a renewed religious comsciousness
on the part of the people could revive the moral and spiritual life
of the nation.

The labors and prayers of these Christian leaders prevail~
ed much, for the nation soon experienced what was probably the great-
est religious revival which has ever visited 1t, It swept through
the seaboazfd states and the frontier settlements réclaiming thousands

* ® & & o ¢ o ©
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of those who had forsaken or neglected the Christian way of life.
We have centered our attention upon the Western phase of this great
revival because it was along the frontier that it wrought its most
remarkable changes. Some idea of the difference which the Great
Western Revival made upon frontier life in Kentucky may be gained
from the following statements made by Rev. David Rice. YVhen he
came to Kentucky in 1783 he found "scarcely one man and but few women
who supported a credible piofession of religion"} but twenty years
later, or after the revival had been in operatibn for about three
years, he tells us that "neighborhoods noted for their vicious and
profligate mamers are néw as much noted for theix piety and good
order."” This Great Revival was successful in reclaiming American

society because it succeeded in reawakening the religious conscious-

ness of the American peoplee
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CHAPTER TWO
THE ESTABLISHMENT AND GROWIH OF AMERICAN PBESBYTERIANI&&

Though it is true that the Church and the State are con-
stitutionally separate in 4merica it cannot be denfed that each has
exerted a great influence upon the develoyment of the other. It ;Ls
impossible to estimate to just what extent the history of the Jmeri-
can nation and the history of American Presbyterianism have influ=-
enced each other, but it is evident to the student of history that
neither has developed independently of the other.

The history of 4merica is the history of her frontiers,
and to a large extent the history of the church in America is the
story of the way in which she has met the challenge of the frontier.

"The greatest single task which the American churches faced

at the beginning of the national period of our history was

that of following the westward moving populatione" 1
1t may be, and has been, questioned as to whether 01; not the Pres-
byterian Church made the most of her excellent opportunities on the
frontier, but it cannot be denied that from the first it has been
frontier consclouse

It is the purpose of the writer to sketch rather hastily
the develoment of American Presbyterianism from 1683 to 1789 in
the first part of the chapter, and to give a plcture of the estab-
lishment and development of organized ?resbytezji;_anism on the frontier
in the second and longer section of the chapters

® & & 2 & & B0
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A¢ A Century of &merican Presbyterianism,

Francis Makemie has the distinction of being lmown as
the "father"” of American Presbyterianism. Makemie was sent to
this' couﬁtr& by the Irish Eresbytery of Iaggan in response to the
request of the Scotch~Irish in Marylaﬁd for a minister. He arrived
in America in 1683 and assumed his new duties and responsibilities
immediately. In addition to journeying through the eastern colonies
from New York to South Carolina as an evangelist Makemie also organ-
ized churches in the Scotch and Scotch~Irish communities of Maryland,
Among the first of these churcheg to be organized were the ones‘ at
Snow H1ll and Rehobeth on the eastern shore of the colonye.

Makemie was keenly aware of America’s need for more min=
isters, 5o in 1704 he went to London "and ,madébhis appeal f:o the
Independent and Presbyterian Minister?s Union",lk His mission wes
successful for whenrhe returned to America h,e‘was accompanied by
John Hamilton and George Macnish, In 1705 Makemie and five other
Presbyterian ministers met in Philadelphia and formed the first
prosbytery in America, In keeping with the service which he had
rendered toward the establishment of Presbyterianism in America
Makemie was chosen moderator of this first presbytery.

Greatly aided by the increased emigration of the Irish
Prosbyterians to this country, due to the passing of the "Test Act",
Anerican Presbyterianism fram about 1715 onwerd grew rapidly. In

1716 the presbytery was divided into the four prebyteries of FPhil-
® 9 v 0 ¢ 0 o @
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adelphia, New Castle, Iong Island, and Snow Hill. These pres-
byteries united to form the Synod of Philadelphia. Briggs says
concerning this synod_z |
"The American Presbyterian Synod remained without a consti-
tution and without a subscription until 1729, It was
essentially a meeting of ministers. It only gradually
assumed the functions of Presbyterian govermment and dis-
cipline as eircumstances requireds” 1
Because of the need for ministers in America the early
Presbyterians were called upon to make an mpori:ant_ and far-reach-
ing decision relating to the policy which they intended to follow
¢oncerning the educationa}. standards vwhich were to be required of
their ministry. The mimutes of the Presbytery for September 10,
1710, tell of the efforts of a consecrated man, one David Evan,
who felt himself called to preach: "
"Upon information that David Evan, a lay person, had taken
upon him publicly to preach among the Welsh of Great Valley,
Chester County, it was unanimously agreed that the said Evan
had done very 111, and acted irregularly in thus invading the
work of the ministry and was therefore censured." It was
later "agreed that the most proper method is that David Evan
lay aside all other business for twelve months and.apply him-
self closely to learning and study under direction of three
ministers of the presbyterye o « and it be left to their
discretion when he should come up for trial"e « « not until
Hovember, 1714, was Mr. Evan licensed and ordained." 2
Thus at this early date American Presbyterianiam took its decided
| stand for an educated miizist;-y and in so doing set a precedent
which has been adhered to ever since.
Most of the ministers who became members of American

....O...
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Presbyteries during the first two degadgs of the eigl;teenth con~
tury came to the coloniés fram the Presbyterian Church in the
"91d country". Their orthodoxy was not questioned, but as soon as
fhe men who had received their training in the colonies began to
present themselves for licensure 1t was thought necessary by some
that they should be made to subscribe to some standard of belief,
The Presbytery of New Castle was the first organized unit within
the church to require the ministerial candidates who appeared be-
fore it to subscribe to such a standard when in 1724 they entered
on their books "a formula expressing adherence to the Westminster
Confession, and their candidates were obliged to sign it at licen-
sure in this language. 'I do own the Westminster Confession as
the confession of my fai’ch'",l In 1’?2? an overture was introduced
in Synod by John Thomson, a member of the New Castle Presbytery,
favdring subécription to the Westminster Standardse ‘hen first in-
troduced the overture had but few backers, but by 1728 it was so
generally supported that it had to be considered, Jonathan Dickin-
son, who has been designated as "the ablest man in the Presbyterian
Church in the colonial perioci“:,3 v}rote a letter in April, 1729,
concerning this overture in which he saids
"Pho subscription may shut the door of the church commanion
against many serious and excellent servants of Christ who
conscientiously seruple it, yet it's never like to deflect
hypocrites, nor keep hereties out of the churche. I have no
worse opinion of the Assemblies Confession for the second

® & & & & ¢ & o
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article in the XXth chapter; God alome is Lord of the

Conscience, &c. . and I must tell you that to subscribe

this article and impose the rest, .. appears to me the

most glorious contradiction." 1 |

Regardless of the attitude of Dickinson and others to-
ward the adoption of standards ~enough of the members of the Synod
were of the opinion that the welfare of the church required that
the applicants for the ministry should be called upon to "declare
2

their doctrine in no uncertain terms" that the question was ro-
forred to & Synodical committee. ’l‘his committee was made up of
six members; three who opposed the measure, and three who favored
ite This committee drew up one of American Presbyterianism's
most famous and influential documents. 4s a result of the éeneral
agreement which was £inally reached concerning the ques'qion th‘e}v
Synod passed what is called the Adoption Acte By this act it was
agreed that: ‘ ’

"All the ministers of this synod, or that shall hereafter

be admitted into this synod, shall declare their agreement

in, and approbation of, the Confession of Faith, with the

Larger and Shorter Catechisms of the Assembly of Divines

at Westminster, as being in all essential and necessary

articles good forms of sound words and systems of Christian

doctrines" 3 _ :
The Adoption 4ot has been referred to as "the pivot" of the history
of the Presbyterian Church in this countrye. It has probably been
as influential in determining the course of the history of that
great church in the United States as any other single acte

2% 0 0 0 8 0o »
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The presence and preaching of the great revival preacher,
Gegrge' Whitfield, ;n-"énvz‘erica was vitally related to the schism
which ocourred in the Synod in 1741, Great orowds £locked to hear
him preach, and the Gyreat Awakening, largely due to his efforts,
spread until it touched the 1ives of thousands of the colonists,
The ?resbyterians reacted in different ways to the revival move-
ment which was sweeping through the country. Many were thoroughly
in favor of the work which was being accomplished while others
were disturbed by the emotional element which is bound to enter in
as a part of every revival movement, Itinerate pregchers cpmected
with the revival movement were the cause of much controversy within
the presbyteries and within the Synod itself.

At least two points were at issue concerning the activi-
ties of thes}a{evangelioal ministerse In their travels from place
to place they sometimes held services in vacant churches which
were within the bounds of presbyteries other than their own without
first securing the permission of the presbytery within whose bounds
the vacant church was located. In addition to this offense some of
these ministers had been examined and ordained to preach by the
New Brunswick Presbytery instead of by the Syned, and the Synod
claimed that it alone had the exclusive right to examine candidates
and issue them a certificates At the synodical meeting in 1741 a
protest was brought in by the 01d Side, or anti-revivalists, against
' the Few Side, or revivalist party. The Synod then proceeded to ex-
clude the Few Brunswick Presbytery fiom its organization. Daring

the next few yéars both the Few Brunswick Presbytery and thé Tew



York Presbytery attempted to heal the breach but their efforts
were in vain, so in 1745 these two presbyteries and the Presbytery
of New Castle joined o form a new synod, the Synod of New York,
The two synods contimmed to operate separately until 1758 when
they reunited as the Synod of New York and Ehilédelphia on the
basis of the Adopting Aot of 1729,

The Presbyterian Church took no official action concern-
ing the Revolutionary War yet American Presbyterianism supported
the cause of the colonies almost one hundred percente Under the
leadership of such leaders as John Witherspoon, George Duffield,
and John Rodgers, the Presbytefians agsumed an active role in the
struggle for liberty. During the period of the war the Prasbyterf
lans suffered heavy loss both in life and.property, yot everything
considered, "no church in 4merica, at the close of the War for In-
dependence, ﬁas in better position for immediate expansion than
was the Presbyterian."1

A convention in which the various states were represented
convened in Fhiladelphia in 1787 for the sole purpose of revising
the Articles of Confederation, but instead 1t drew up the Consti-
tution which was given to Congress to be sent to the states for
ratifications By the end of June, 1788, the Constitution had been
ratified by nine state convenfions; and consequently it went into
effect in those nine states, and by April, 1789, when George Wash-
ington became the first president of the United States under the
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new Constitution a,.l; of the states had joined the new govermment.
Thus a great political demooracy was borne
During this period when the nation was revising its

form of goverment the Presbyterian Church was also engaged in ro~
vising its form of govermmente In 1785 a committee was appointed
to study the comstitutions of other Protestant bodles, and to draw
up & system of rules "for the govermﬁent of the Synod".l During
the years 1785, 1786 a.nd 1787 the subject of standards was under
gerious oconsideration. In the meeting of the Synod of New York
and Philadelphia in 1788:

", . . the Gonfession of Falth, somewhat amemded in the

matter of oivil magistrate'’s relation to the church, the

longer Catechism &lso somewhat amended, the Shorter Cat-

oechism, the Directory of Worship and the Form of Govern—

ment and Discipline, were adopteds" 2

Atvthis meeting it was also .‘declared. that four synods

should be formed out of the then existing single Synod of New York
and Philadelphis, In May, 1789, one month after Washington became
Prosident of the United States, the first meeting of the General__
Assembly was held in Philadelphia, The first General Assembly was
made up of the four synodsl: the Synod of New York and New Jerseya,”
the Synod of Philadelphia, the Synod of Virginia, and the Synod of
the Qarolim?.s.5 ” ‘

"Dy, Witherspoon was appointed to open the first meeting of
the General Assembly, and his name appropriately heads the
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list of the moderators as now printed in the anmual minutes." 1

Be The Development and Growth of the Presbyterian Church in
the Weste.
le The Relation of the Presbyterians to Westward Expansion.

Many Scotch-Irish, as they are called, came to America
during the eighteenth century, These Scotchmen, as most of them
were, from northern Ireland had one uniform religion; they were all
Presbyterians, Vhen they srrived in America the seaboard section
was already colonized so they went fui'the,r' west to settle, Most of
them made their first homes in central and western Pexnsylvania.
Having already pushed further on into the forest than the other
groups many of the Sco’ach—i_rish were not content to stay here but
contimed their advance into the vast unsettled sections beyond.
During the first half of the century & great mmber of them, accom-
panied by other settlers} migrated from Pemnsylvania to the Pied-
mont region of Virginia and the Carolinase With the arrival of
these hardy pioneers in the up-country the "Wost" now appeared in
dmerican his tcry.z 7 | )

These pioneers living In the up-country of Yirgingg and
the Carolinas had not been content to remain in the more thickly
inhabited regions of the country, and soon the more restless of
them were Just as anxious to leave their mewly established settle-
ments and press on into the "trackless wilderness" again,
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"The American Revolution was followed by an extensive emigra-

tion fram Virginia, Maryland, and North Carolina which made

1ts way either by the Chio River from Fort Pitt or - the

far greater yumber - by the Cumberland Gap and the "Wilder-

ness road”, as marked by Boone in 1775 At least 957 of

this population, excluding negro slaves, were of pure

English, Scotch or_Scotch-Irish descente.” 1
Because of their mumbers az;dAbecausye of théir yersonal tralts the
Scotch—-lrish Presbyterians soon "impressed the stamp of their pecul-
iar character on the olvilization of the Vest and Southweste" 2

Thus 4dmerican Presbyterianism was placed in a position to

profit by this great migration movement, Because of the Presbyter—
lan origin and tendencies of the majority 6£ thesevpionaers it
would seem quite natural for the Presbyterian Church to take advan-
tage of the opportunity thus afforded 1t by attempting to extend
its influence westwards That the FPresbyterians realized the impor-
tance of extending their work in the West is shown by their recog-
nition of the need which existed in the frontier settlements, and
by the action which the church took in trying to meet this need,

"o £ind among the records of the Synod of Philadelphia, as

early as 1719, some notices of a congregation designated as

*the people of Potomake in Virginia' and their petition to

have a minister sent to theme" 3

In 1722, when it felt that 1t was able to do so) the

Synod heedéd the call of the frontler by sending three men there
to preach for a limited time. In 1756, during the period of divi-
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sion, the Synod of New Tfoz"]; formed the Hanover Presbytery in
Virginis, and in 1766 the re-united Synod of New York and Phile-
delphia appointed a half day of fasting on behalf of the frontier
settlements.lkegularly ordained ministers were frequently sent as
gtated supplies into the newly established settlements to carry
on missionary work there for a stated length of time. Vhen this
was deemed impossible 'the Synod directed that students and licen-
tia.tes should labor fo;'la fow months in the most destitute regionsgnz
Charles Beatty and George Amf‘ﬁeld were typieal of the ministers
who served their turn as missionaries on the frontier.

"Reve Charles Beatty was from Neshaminy, Bucks County, and

in 1766 came to Carlisle where he was Joined by the pastor

of this church, Rev. George Duffield, on a missionary tour

over the Pemnsylvania frontiers, as far west as Chioe They

traveled by horseback and spent six weeks on the journey,

preaching to seftlers and to Indians." 3

After this manmer most of the ministers and licentlates

of the ehuich were sent to the border settlements on missionary
tours. It was fayr better to pursue this course than it would have
been to have neglected the still sparsely settled sections of the
country entirelys On the other hand, because of the adverse in-
fluences, this method of dealing with the situation was far from
adequate, for:

“Although these early settlers were imbued with a sense of

religious obligation, and appear to have qui*ted their homes
with a pious trust in Providence, and although, probably,
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they formed many good resolutions, yet the new circumstances
in which they were placed had a very unfavorable effect upon
their characters « « It is not wonderful, therefore, that re-
ligion should have a small share in their thoughts and inter-
courses, The absence of ministers and Sabbath services, and
being removed from the 1nspectien and discipline of the ehureh,
tended to foster habits of carelessness and irreligione" 1
There was & "crying need" on the frontier for _the‘ estab=

lishment of churches. |
2¢ The Establishment of the Presbyterian Church on the Frontier,

8¢ The First Frontier Congregations.

In the begimning frontier conditions appeared to be favor—
abls to the Presbyterian cause, yet because of the scarcity of train-
ad ministers the church was slow in organizing frontier congregations,

In western Pennsylvania the missionaries appointed by the church
labored for a period of ten years before "a single congregation was
formed or a regular ministry astablished.“z

Kentucky's first permanent settiement was established in
1775, but it was not until 1783 that a Presbyterian congregation
was organized in the commomwealth. It is mot difficult to account
for the slowness in the forming of churches on the Kentucky frontier,
because for the first few years the population of Kéntucky Increased
very slowly. David Rice was the founder of Presbyferianism in Xen=
fucky. - |

"In the year 1783 in the fall the Revd, David Rice came to
Kantuck:y and settled near Danville then a small village and
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next spring collected a church called Concord, and the next

spring 1784 collected another church on Salt River & Gane

Run three miles S.E, of Harrodsburghe" 1 .
In.1784 the Mt. Zion Church in I.exington was formed under the
leadership of Adam Rankine Bank;;z "also took charge of the con-:'
gregation of Pisgsh, about eight miles south-west of _I.exington-“z

4s early as 1773 two Presbyterian congregations in- ‘

eastern Temnessee petitioned the Hanover Presbytery for the services
of Reve Charles Cummings. Cumings accepted this call in that years
Five years later Samuel Doak, aﬁother Scotch-Irish preacher, came to
Tennessees In 1780 Doalk established the Salam Church not far from

3.
Jonesboroe

be The Early Frontier Presbyteries.

(1) The Transylvania Presbytery.

Due to the rapid growth of the church during the last
half of the eighteenth century many new presbyteries were brought
into existence, Most of the ones which were established during
this period were frontier presbyteries. The first western presby-
tery to be formed was the Presbytery of Hanover. - Ift; was organized
in 1755 by the Synod of New Yorke It was constituted to care for
the Pres-byterian immigrants who pad'made their way down the Valley
of Virginia., 4s these Scotch—IrisInnen vushed further on into the
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forest the bound.s‘ of the presbylery were gradually expanded so as
to include all of the western countrye When David Rice first oczme
to Kentucky in 1785 all of that territory was & part of the Han
ovei' Presbytery. In 1785 the Presbytery of Hanover was divided
and the western division was imown as the 4bingdon Presbyterye In
this same year the ministers located in Kentucky held two confer-
ences with the end in view of establiahiig an independent presby- |
terye In the following year, 1786, their desire was fulfilled when
the Synod of New York and Fhiladelphia divided 4Abingdon Presbytery
into two presby teries,
"o o o the one by the name of the presbytefy of Abingdon, the
other by the name of the Transylvania, comprehending the
district of Kentucky & the settlements upon the Cumberland
River, consisting of the Reve David Rice, Thomas Craighead,
Adam Rankin, Andrew MoClure, James Crawford & appointed the
presbytery to meet at Danville in the district of Kemtucky
on the third Tuesday of October, 17864," 1 .
. , The minutes of the first meetin_g of Transylvania Presby-
tery throw same interesting side-lights on the conditions which
existed in the church and in society at that time, The presbytery
made an appeal to the vacant comgregations to be faiihful in their
observance of the .'Qord's Day service. It also decided to comply
with a decision ofhthe‘Syx'nod ooncerning'the appolintment of cateoh;sts
to instruct the "young and ignorant" members of the vacant congrege~
tions, but at the same time it was made quite clear that such an
appointee "shall not by the virtue of his appointment attempt to
expound the Scriptures, preach the gospel or dispense the sealing
ces e e

1, Minutes of the Transylvanis Presbytery, Oct. 17th, 1786, in
Sweet, The Presbyterians, pe 129,
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1
ordinances thereof."

One of the four synods which was formed at the time of
the reorganization.of the Presbyterian Q@urdh in 1789 was ﬁhg Synod
of Virginia. “Ehis synod'wﬁs made upvof'ﬁhe following presbyteries:
l.rﬂhe Presbytery of Redstone in western Permsylvania; 2. The Pres-
bytery of Hanover in the lower counties of Virginia; 3. Qhé Presby-~
tery of Lexington in the Valley of Virginia; 4. The Presbytery of
mransylvénia which included within its boundaries "the district of
Egntucky and all the settlemsnts on the Qumberlandtriver; extending
into what is now the State of Tennessee.?z The only difference which
this reorganization made in relation to ihe'mransylvania Presbytery
was constitutional rather than geographicale Its boundaries had
not been affected by the change, but whereas if had formerly been
a part of the single Synod of New York and Philadelphia it was now
a part of the Synod of Virginia, one of the four newly established
synodé, |

The first trouble to arise wdthip‘the Prosbytery of
Pransylvania had to do with the use of the psalms in worship,

Adam Renkin, one of the original and.mbst‘influential.members of
the presbytery, objected to the use of Watt’s psalms in the churchese
In presenting his objeotions before the“firét Genefal Asssmbly in
1789 he asked: )
"Whether the churches under the care of the General Assembly,
e e e e s 0 e ‘
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have note « o fallen into a great amd pernicious error in
the public worship of God, by disusing Rouse's versifica~-
tion of David's Psalms, and adopting in room of it, Watts's
:hnitation?" 1 , S e e

The cmmnittee__ﬁappoiptqd to hear. Rank;z}fs cqmplai_nt ;-eported that:

"Phe committes. . . are sorry to find that all of their

efforts have been in vain; and, therefore only recommend

to him that exercise of Christian charity towards those

who differ from him in their views of this matter, which

is exercised towards himself: and that he be carefully

guarded against disturbing the peace of the church on his

head " 2

It was soon quite evidan; thgt the efforts o: the com-

mittes had been in vaing and it was also clearly demonstrated that
Rankin had no intention of heeding the recommendation which was
made to him that he "exercise Christian charity", and "be carefully
guarded against disturbing the peace of the church"”, for:

"No soomer had he returned home than hé vented the most

consorious invectives against the FPresbyterian clergy as

deists, blasphemers, rejectors of the revelation, and re-

vilers of God's word," 3
In accord with his expressed belief that it was a sin to use
"Watts?!s imitation" he would not permit any of his congregation
who adaiaired Watts to partake of the sacrament. Vhen the Presbytery
of Transylvania met in April, 1791, a petition, signed by & mumber
of the members of ’the Pisgsh congregatlion asking that they might
be dismissed from the pastoral care of the,Bev. Adam Bg.nkin‘, was
presenteds The presbytery investigated the situation and in April,

'.00‘00.

1, Minutes of the General Assembly, op. cite, May 25th, 1789,
pp 11.

2, Ibid., May 26th, 1789, p. 11.

3, Davidson, Ope cit., Pe 88
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1792, proceeded to try him. VWhen Rankin was called in to hear
the £indings of presb&tery in relation to his case he refused to
admit that he had done anything for which he could be censured:;
but said instead: »
"I appeal to God, angeis & men that I protest against the
proceedings of pby. & will be no longer a member of Tra.nsyl—
vania Presbytery."” 1. :

In one matter he and the members of the presbytery were
in perfect accord, i.e., his statement saying that he would no
longer be a member of that presbytery for then and there he was
suspended until the October meeting at which meeting he was per-
manently suspended. VWhen he left the Presbytérian Church he took
a large mmber of his congregation with him. He and his followers
were accepted into the Associate Reformed Presbylterian Churche

~ In 1792 the Gemeral Assembly resolved:

"That 1t be recommended to the several presbyteries of this

Church to consider vhether it would be proper to extend the

time necessary for young men to apply to the study of divin-

ity before they be taken of trials, to three years at least," 2
Transylvania took this resolution under consideration at their .
next meeting in October and came to the conclusion that the three
yoar requirement "would by no means suit the state of our country
& of our churches in the remote parts of the United States,'*s
The minutes of the General Assembly of 1793 show that a majority
of the presbyteries were in agreement with the action taken by

¢ ¢ & 9o ¢ o ¢

1; Minutes of the Transylvania Presbytery; in Sweet, The Presby-
terians, p. 138,

% Mimtes of the General Assembly, op. cite., May 22, 1792, p. 606

3¢ Mimutes of the Transylvania Presbytery; in Sweet, ‘Bhe Presbyter-~
ians, p. 1390
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Transylvania concerning this guestion. It must not be inferred
from this action that the presbyteries wére opposed. to "higher
education", for to the contrary, most of them were busy ‘establish-
ing schools and colleges during this periode In 1794 Transylvania
tock steps toward the establishment of a gramné.r school "that
serious youth shall be sought for of promising abilities & put to
1l
school to obtain a liberal educations” In the following year &
list of books was recommended by presbytery for use in the newly
established Grammar School.
In 1799 the Presbytery of Transylvania sent a petition
to synod:
"o o o praying for a division of the said pby. into three
presbyteries to be known by the names of the Transylvania,
bounded on the north east by the Kentucky river, on the
north & west by the Ohio, as also on the south comprehend-
ing all the settlements of Cumberland and its waterse +
Another pbye to be kmown by the name of the Western Lexing-
ton presbytery, bounded by the Kentucky on the south & south
west, by the Ohio on the north & north west & by main Licke
ing on the north & north eastj;s . « 4Another to be known
by the name of the Washington pby. comprehending the remain-
ing part of the state of Kentucky lying north east of Main
Licking, & the settlements on the north west side of the
eh-iﬁo" 2 ’
This petition was granted by synod and the area which the Tran-
sylvania Presbytery hed covered was thus divided among three
presbyteriess In 1802 these three presbyferies separated from
the Synod of V&ginia and formed the Synod of Kentucky. At the
first session of the new synod the Cumberland ?resbytery was

@ 0 0 s 0 0 s o0

1. Ibide, April 24, 1794, pe 142,
2. Ibid., March 27, 1799, p. 183,



w5 6~

formed out of the squthern portion of Transylvania. It was in the
Transylvania Presbytery that the wastefn revival mcvexi:ent reached
its spgctacular heights", for it was within the bounds of Transyl-
vania that the ‘Cane Ridge and similar revival mestings ‘were helds
It was within Transylvania's bounds too, that the principle western

schisms, occasioned by the revival, occurred.

(2) The Cumberland Presbytery. ‘
Beforé the first meeting of the Kontucky Synod in October)

1812, ’ |

"e o o 811 the ministers and churches south of the Kentucky

river were under the inspection of one presbytery, and it

was within the bounds of this presbytery, and particularly

in the settlements on the waters of Green river and Cumber-

land, that the religious excitement was the greatests" 1
As a result of the revival the demand for ministers in this section
of the presbytery was greatly inoreaseds This increased demand so
far exceeded the trained supply that the presbytery decided to
settle the problem in their own way; in a way which was not entire~
1y original with them, it is true, but nevertheless - in a way which
had seldom been resorted to.

In 1758, vwhen the Presbytery of ¥ew York and Philadelphia

was founded "the question of the examination of candidates as .to

At the same time the power of the presbytery in this matter of
licensing and ordaining ministerial candidates was very definitely
PR
1. Robert H, Bishop, Outline History of the Church in the State of

Kentucky, De 117, _
2e Sweet, The Story of Religions in America, Do 208,

) . 2
their learning and religious experience was left to the presbyteries,"
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limited, for by a joint act at the time of their union, the old
synods of Philadelphia and New York ordered:
"Mhat no presbytery shall licemse or ordain to the work of
the ministry any candidate, until he give them complete
satisfaction as to his learning, and experimental acquain-
tance with religion, and skill in divinity and cases of
conscience, and declare his acceptance of the Westminster
Confession of faith, and promise subjection to the Presby-
terian plan of govermment in the Westminster 331rect0ry,“ 1
With the rapid growth of Presbyterianimm in this country the de-
mand for ministers increased "but in spite of these increasing
demands the Synod refused in 1803 to permit the licensing of per=~
sons to preach the gospel who did not have a liberal education,
and again in 1785 they reaffirmed the upholding of educational
standards."z These standards set up by the Synod were maintained
by the General Assembly after its establishment,

Daring the period of the revival it was a great temptation
to lower tﬁese standards. This was particularly true in the sections
where the movement had been‘especially active, In order to take
care of new congregations which had been formed ﬁithin its jJuris-
dictioﬁ the T:ansylvania Presbytery, in 1801, autho;?izad four mezi,
Messers., Alexander Anderson, ‘Einis Bwing, Samuel King and Ephraim
MoClain, none of whom had received "a liberal eduéation“ to exhort ‘
and catechizes The following year, 1802, the presbytery licensed
311 except McClain to preach the gospels Almost immediately after
this action was taken the presbytery was divided and that part

® & o 0o o o & @

1. Charles Hodge, Discussions in Church Polity, p. 181.
2+ Sweet, The Presbyterians, pe 9«
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"lying on the South Side of a line drawn along the Bigbarren
z;-iver to the Mouth, and from thence to the mquth of"the Salt
River"lwas known by the name of the Presbytery of the Cumberland.
ﬁ The newly formed presbytery held its first meeting in
4pril, 1803,3:16. at this meeting those who had been licensed at the
last meeting of Transylvania presbytery were continued as licgn-
tiates under the new presbytery., From ?;he very begimming the
Cumberland Presbytery was & "house divided against itself"s The
gause lyipg behind this disagreement within the pres'byter& was the
revival, Even before the presbytery was formed the ministers in
this seotion were divided into two groups: the revivalistsf', and the
anti-revivalistse At this first meeting the ten members of the
presbytery equally divided on the question, but soon the revivalw
ists were in the majority and after that ”ﬁ;ey went on with great
rapidity in their own W!"z } ~ ‘
In 1803 Alexander Anderson and Finis Ewing, two of the
newly licensed candidates fo:} whom "the oﬁdinary rules of the
Presbyterian Church respecting literary qualifications, and the
length of time to be spent in the regular study of divinity by all
candidates for the holy ministry"awere set aside, were ordained by
the Cumberland Presbytery, and in the following year Samuel King,
the third member of the group was likewise ,oidained. This was only
I I

1, Minutes of the Synod of Kentucky, Octe 15, 1802; in Sweet, The
. Presbyterians, pe 310 .

Ze Bishop, Ope c¢ite, De 118,

3¢ Iblde, Pe 117,
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the begiming, for soon there were licensures at "almost every

~

meeting”, and the presbytery:

" « o in pursuing vhat they believed to be their duty, con-
timed from time _to time to licemse and ordain such men, both
learned and unlearned (what is meant by unlearned here, is not
want of common English education)e" 1

Ina cmnparatively‘short time the mumber of these men "including

exhorters, licentiates, and & few who were thus unconstitutionally
2
ordained amounted to nearly thirty."

In Ap;fil‘, 1804, David Ricé was appointed by the Tran-
sylvania Presbytery to forward a letter to the General Assembly

"concerning the propriety of giving to persons permission to ex~
3 ‘

hort publicly, without a view to the gospel ministry." The reply
which was received in response to this ingquiry shows {:he attitude
of the General Assembly toward the course which the Cumberland
Preosbytery was following in this matter. The General Assembly's
answer wass “

"Mhe inquiry which you propose, in the name of the ?resby-
tery, concerning the propriety, in your present circumstances,
of licensing and ordaining men to the work in the gospel
ministry, without a liberal education, is certainly of great
magnitudes . « « the reasoning seems specious at first,

which would encourage us, in the instance you mention, to
depart from the spirit of our standards on this subject;

o o o it is the opinion of this Assembly, that where the
f£ield of labor is too extensive for the ordinary and regular

...‘...’

1, Samuel King, Letter Addressed to the Societies and Brethren of
the Presbyterian Church recently under the care of the Council
of the late Cumberland Presbytery; in Foster, The Cumberland
Prosbyterians, p. 275.

2¢ Bishop, ope cite, pe 119,

3. Minutes of the Transylvanis Presbytery, April 12, 18045 in
Sweet, The Presbyterians, p. 19%.
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ministry, certain assistants, lixe the helpers or catechists
of the primitive church, may, under proper restrictions and
limitations, be usefully employed in 1nstructing the young
in the principles of our holy religion, and conducting the
prayer and voluntary societies of private Christianse « «

It must be left solely to the regular and established judics-
tories of the church, according to the circumstances vhich
may exist within their respective limits, to judge upon the
subjects ¢ o olet their duties be pointed out to them, and
circumscribed within precise limitse . « if any, upon full
experience, are found to possess requisite qualiflcations
for preaching the gospel and promise to be eminently useful
to the church, they may, in time, purchase to themselves a
degree, and be admitted, according to the regular course, to
the holy ministrye." 1

~ The so-called anti-revivalists of the Cumberland Presby-
tory continued in their opposition é.gainst the pélicy which the
body had adopted in licensing and ordaining those who did not.
measure up to the traditional Presbyterianvstandards. In 1804, the
same year in which the Transylvania Presbytery sent their inquiry
to the Gemeral Aseembly“;‘ Thomas Craighead, 2 member of the minority
group remonsirated to the synod é.gainst the actioz;s of the Cumber-—
land Presbytery "charging the majority with irregularity and doc-
$rinal unsoundneésa'«'z

A oommittée was chosen by synod to attend the next meet-
ing of the presbytery to investigate charges. Synod also ordered
both groups, "the complained of" and the "complaining", to appear
at the next stated meeting of synod "with all the light and testi-
mony on the Subject that can be affoi'-cled.."5 The committee which had
been appointed made an unfavorable report concerning the records énd
* 0 0 & 0 0 6 o |

1. Minutes of the General Assembly, op. cite, May 25th, 1804,
ppe 299-301,

2. Howard and Hubbert, ope cit., DPe 4584

3¢ Minutes of the Synod of Kemtucky, Oct. 22, 1804; in Sweet,
The Presbyterians, pe 3239,
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actions of the Cumberland Presbyterye Upon receiving this report
a commission was appointed to meet with members of "said presby- »
tery", This meeting was held in December. The Gom;xission inguired
int,o'\ the testimony concerning the h gharge thaf the prosbytery was
guilty of ordaining and licensing men to preach the gospel "contrary
to0 the rules and disecipline of the Presbyterian Ghurch.”l I‘E wanted
to know why the presbytery required its candidates to subscribe to
the Confession of Faith "so far only as they in reason, think it
corresponds with the Scriptures.“:a The majority spolnasman;, James
McGready, answered this qqestionvb,v éaying thats

"The Confession of Faith was Human composition and fallible,

and that they could not in conscience feel themselves bound

any farther than they believed it to correspond with the

Seriptures." &

The Commission decided that it was in its place to examine
the members of the presbytery who had thus been "irregularly licens-
ed" and "irregularly ordained". The members of the presbytery did
nof appreclate this move, anci‘they naturally refused to hear to it
maintéiz;ing that presbytery alone had the right to examine and pass
upon its own candidates. Vhen the commission attempted to proceed
with the examination members of the presbytery "interposed” to pre=
vent it. The men who were called upon to standhemination refused
to subtmit fo the authority of the cammission. The commission con-
cluded that this action on the part of the presbytery was a remn-

e ¢ o ¢ ¢ o ¢ o

1, Ibid. s Do 3386
2¢ Ibid, s Do 338
3. Ibid. * p. 538.
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ciation of the Jurisdiction of the churche. It also resolved that
these men be prohibited from the duties to which they had been
attending until they were willing to submit to the said ex::a)minzan:.‘-'Lon.1

At the nexi; meeting of synod the question as to what
action to take in regard to the Cumberland Presbytery was again
considereds William Hodge and John Rankin, two of the regularly
ordained ministers of the presbytery, declared themselves willing
to be examined on points of vdootrine, but they refused to use their
authority in attempting to silence the men whose licensure and or-
dination were under question. For this refusal they were suspended
from performing the privileges of their office. When Rankin anq
Hodge were asked if they wished to appeal from the Judgment of the
synod they replied "that they had not thought of appealing to any
earthly tribunal."a'

The outéome of the whole procedure was that synod declared
that the difficulties which seemed to exist in Cumberland Presbytery
were such as to "incapacitate them for doing business", and for this
reason the synod.felt that 1t was Jjustified in dissol{ring the Preg-_-
bytery of Cumberland. The members who had belonged to it were once
more members of the Traﬁsylvania Presbyterys ,

‘In 1807 & remonstrance against the action of the Kentucky
Synod in suspending them from the ministry was forwarded ’to‘ the
General Assembly by ¥eddow, Hodge, Rankin, and MoGee, formerly
members of the now disbat-lded‘ Cumberland Presbyterye. In answer to

0 00 8 0 0 .

1Q Gf, .Ibid;, Do 341q )
2, Ibid., Oote 25th, 1806, pe 352,
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this remonstrance thé General Assembly addressed a letter to the
synod in which they saids

"While the Assembly have found it their duty on the one hand

to approve of many of your proceedings on the very irregular

and censurable conduct of that presbyterye « o« on the other,

to suggest that your proceedings in demanding that the young

men irregularly licensed, be given up to your body for examiw-

nation; in suspending the irregularly ordained ministers

without process in their case; and in suspending Messrs.

Hodge and Rankin, for not sutmitting to the re-examination of

the young men, are at least of questionable regularity.” 1

In the following year the General Assembly addressed &
letter to the former members of the late Cumberland Presbytery in
which they answered an appeal of these men that their case be tried
by the Assembly itself. In it they stated that the only legal way
in which their case could be handled was for them to appeal to
synod first and that if satisféction was denied them, then they had
the right to appeal to the Assembly. 5
In 1809, after enough time had elapsed for a deliberate

survey of ihe whole situation the Assembly wrote as follows concern-—
ing the synod's action: ;

"The Assemﬁly think it due the Syned to say, that they deéserve

the thanks of the church for the firmness and zeal with which

they have acted in the trying circumstances in which they have

been placed," 2 7 ’
‘ The Cumberland Presbytery was in existence for only four
short years, but its sPaplof life was crowded with events which were
far-reaching in their influence. Though not solved to the satisfac~
tion of all of those concerned, the actions of this short-lived

® & 6 & & ¢ & o

1. Minutes of the General Assembly, op. cit., June lst, 1807, p. 389,
2 Ibid., May 22d, 1809, p. 416,
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presbyfery gave rise to questions dealing with t‘raditi’onal and.
constitutional practices of the churchs Are there conditions under
which the church is justified in lowering the educational standards
which 1t has set up for its ministry? Should a‘ candidate for the
ministry be permitted to accept the Confession of Faith as his
falth only in so far as it seehis to him %o agree with the word of
God? Does the presbytery, in éxercis\izg its power of passing upon
the qﬁalifications of its candlidates fo#xﬁinistry, have. the right
to ig_nore the specific constitutional requirements of the church?
Does the synod have the constitutional right to demand thé.t the
presbytery order the men who have been 1licenmsed and ordained by it
to appear for re-examination by the synod? What are the constitu=
tional rights of both the presbytery and the synod in their dealings
one with the other? These were some of the problems which came to
the fore during the brief existence of the’Gumberland Présbytery, |
‘ ] In 1808 the General Assembly suggested to the synod that
its actionvin demanding that the young men who had been licensed
by the Cumberland Presbytery should be re-examined was at least
queétionable, and that it had exceeded its authority in suspending
any of the ministers of the late presbytery. But at the same time
the General Assambly stated quite clearly that in its opinion some
of these men'.had been irregularly licensed and ordained by the
Gumberland Presbyterye | .

The following yaar, probably under the 1pf1uence of th,eA

strongly emotional appeal of John Iyle who had come to the meeting to
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dofend the actions of synod, the General Assembly, without & dis-
senting veote, upheld the pos;tion‘ of the Synod of EKentucky 'conce;-n-
ing the action which it had taken in dealing with the Cumberland
- Presbyterye Hodge, in discussing the temptation which ‘existed at
that time to lower the standard of ministerial education, states in
no uncertain terms thats:
"Po the honor of the Synod of Kentucky, it should be remembered
that they sulmitted to the secession of that body now called
the Cumberland Presbyterians, rather than to yleld to such de-
mandS."v 1 _
The ultimate and logical outcome of this whole affair was the
establishment of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church about which

more will be said latere

¢e The Synod of Kentucky.

Although this organization has been more or less thor-
oughly discussed in the preceding sections it might be well to
present in brief form a more unified picture of the synode In
1785 the first presbytery wost of the mountains, Abingdon Presby-
tery, was formed by the Synod of New York and Philadelphia, In
the following year the northern part of the territory 1ncluded
within the bounds of the Abingdon Presbytery was placed under the
Jurisdiction of the newly formed Tramsylvania Presbyterye In 1799
ﬁhe Pransylvania Preshytery dividéd into three presbyteries and
the three in turnrunited in 1802 to form the Synod of Kentuckye

® o6 004 000 \
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*The Synod of Kentucky", according to the appointment of

General Assembly held its first meeting in lexingtom, on

the 1l4th day of October, 1802, and was opened with a sermon

by the Revs David Rice," 1
Rice was chosen Mod.eratorz‘,"and Marshall, Clerk of the mew synode
One of the first actions to be taken by the Synod of Kentucky was
to divide the Presbytery of Transylvania and thus to f_orm the Cumn=-
berland Presbytery. A | ‘

At the openiﬁ_g of the meeting of the synod of 1803 Rice
preached a sermon on "The Present Revival of Religion, in this
Country", This semoﬁ was 5o well received by the members of the
synod thet they officially thanked him for delivering it, and at
the same time sought permission of him to publish it; this per-
mission was granted. ’

In this same year, 1803, the charges of the Washingfon
Prosbytery that two of its members, Messrs. MoNemar and Thompson,
held Amménian tenots, were brought to the notice of the synod.
The sﬁrnod_ vote;l t§ examine these two men, ’qut when the time for
the examination came both of the defendants were absent together
with four other members. When the symod was debating as to what
procedure to follow the absent members appeared and through ons
of their group, Robert Marshall, presented & protest to the pro-
ceedings of synod in the affairs of Washington Presbyterye This
protest was signed by Robert Marshall, John Dunlavy, Richard
Mclemar, Barton W, Stone and John 'Bhompéon. In it they said:

1, Bishop, ops clte, DPe 250,
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"¥o bid you adleu until through the providence of God it

seem good to your Revd Body to adopt & more 1iberal :plan

respecting human Creeds. & confessions. 1
'1.‘wo committees were appointed by synod te meet with these men to
try to "bring them back to the Standards and doctrines of our
Qhurgh'tzbqt they were u:zsuccessful in their attempts, and thus ti;g
seed of dissengion $ook roo?} and the synod was rent with schism,

The account of the synod's action in dissolving the Cum

berland Presbytery in 1806 has alf-éady been given. It might be
added here that in 1807, in its 1et£er to the synpd’;"the General
Assembly expressed the hope that the difficulties between the two
bodies might be overcome, and that the dissolved presbytery might
be re-establisheds But in so much as the two groups concerned
failed to adjust their differences the desire failed to become &

realityo

Co Sumarye

In order to understand the relationship which existed
between the Presbyterian Church and the Great Revival it is mec~
essary to lmow something of the historical development of America&
Presbytériani&n. The course of action vwhich the churchAfollowed
concerning the revival movement was largely determined by tradi-
tional Fresbyterian policiés and practices of the church, In a
general way it is the purpose of this entire study to discover
what happensd vhen the traditional policies and practices of the

‘.......

1, Minutes of the Synod of Kentuaky, Septe 10, 18033 in Sweet,
The Presbyterisns, pe 3519



church came into direct contact with the frontier aspsct of the
revivals If this chapter has succeeded in presenting in a clear
and logical mamer the way in which specific policies and prace

| tices affecting the church's relationship to the revival originated
a;;d developed it has accom];lished its purposes Thus far we have
studied the historical develomment of the revival and of the church
separately, but fram now on our attention will be directed to the
relationship which existed betwsen the two as they met on the

western frontiers
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m msmmm PHASE OF THE WESTERN REVIVAL

"It is an interesting fact that most of the great American

_vevival movements have come largely through Presbyterianism,

and the great Revival in the West is no exception.” 1 ’

The Great Western Revival began in Iogan couizt:f‘;: Rentucky,
in the 1ittle Presbyterian churches of which James McGready was the
pastore The development and spread of this religious swakening was
so rapid that in a surprisingly short time churches in all parts
of the West were sharing in the experiences Although the movement
was Presbyterian in origin, yet it became too big to remain denom—
inational in either scope or characters The Methodists and the
Baptists were not slow in taking advantage of the opportunity which
the revival of?ered‘; and the ministers of these three denaminations
were soon busily engaged in promoting the revival, In many in-
stances close cooperation existed among the denominational leaders
who shared in the promotion of this work, but the}e was & noticable
"let up” in this spirit of cooperation as the movement spreads
Since we are not dealing with the inter-denomminational

aspscet of the revival we will limit ourselves to the tracing of

its development in its relationship to the Presbyterian Church.

4, The Presbyterian Origin of the Western Revivals
To James McGready, a Presbytérian minister of Logan
County goes the eredit for launching the western revival movementy
¢ e e e o0 o0

1, Sweet, The Presbyterians, ppe 83,84s
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for it was through his effective preaching that the people wers
first awakened from their spiritual apathye The first indlcations
of the coming revival appeared within his congregations in 1797,
but it was not until two years later that the revival "took root".
When the Iogan CGounty revival movement really got undei way it
picked up mamentum so rapidly that it reached its culmination in
the summer of 1800.1 Congregation after congregation in the " Cun—
berland country" was‘visifed by the revivals It spread 11ka\”wild-
f£ire", and soon men came with their families from great distaﬁces
to aftend the meetings.

Due to the great popularity of these meetings the camp-
meeting was borne The first plamed camp-meeting was held at the
Gaspar River meeting~-house, ome of the three churches in McGready's
charge, in 1800, Hence, the camp-meeting, which was destined to
exert such a great influence upon the develomment of American
Protestantism, was of Presbyterian origin,

It is interesting to note that most of the meetings
within the church in which the revival spirit reached its highest
pitch were those at which the Communion was observed. This is
not hard to account for; it was only natural that the administery
ing of the Lord's Supper in the midst of the already impressive
surroundings would impart additional impressiveness to the service,
and would thus aid in calling forth a deepened emotional response
on the part of the participantse. We have already seen how this

IR I

1. Cf. Sweet, The Presbyterians, p. 85,



awakening led to strange and violent physical responses on the
part of the members of the great crowds which gathered at the
camp-meeting ground.

There was some opioosition to the movement from within
the Presbyterian Church from the very start, but this opposition
failed to gather any effective strength until after the extrava-
gances and disorders which accompanied the movement began to de-
velope. The more conservative ministers lined up on the side of
the "anti-revivalists', not because they failed to see anything
goodiin the revival, but because they felt that the excesses
vhich were tolerated and the doctrines that were proclaimed by
some of the revival preachers were, on the whole, detrimental to
the cause of the churche.

B, The Spread of the Revival within the Presbyterié.n

_ - Churche
1. The Revival Movement in Presbyterian Churches in Kentuckye

| The fame of the Logan County revival soon spread "far

and wide", and in a short time ministers and laymen were coming
from allAdirectiozhxs to see for themselves that which had come to
passe Many of those who came were so impressed by what they saw
of the great work which had begun in such a small way in McGready's
parish that they returmed to their homes to undertake similar
movements there. Thus the work spread quite rapidly. Barton W,
Stone, & Presbyterian minister of Bourbon County was one of the
visitors to Logan County who was so impressed with what he wit-

nessed there that upon hls return home he labored to lead the
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members of his two congregatioms, Concord and Cane Ridge, into a
spiritual experience such as the members of McGready's congrege-
tions were enjoyings Under his preadhing‘Baurbon Goﬁnty soon
experienced a revival of the same type as the one in the "Cumber—
land country"s The most famoué camp-meeting in the annals of
American hisfory; "the great sacramental meeting held at Cane
Ridge"f,loccurred in August, 1801, as a result of Stone's efforts.
Althoﬁgh the occasion for this meeting was the observaﬁce of the
Iord's Supper, yet it was 2 union service with the ministers of
three denominations, Presbyterian, Methodist and Baptist, sharing
in the work,

The revival movéement grew so that in an incredibly short
time Kentucky Presbyterianism generally was under its domination,
As it-spread the abuses which characterized it multiplied, but
such was its momentum that it was almost impossible to cope wiﬁh
these disorders. GQuite maturally the gulf between the "revival=-
ists" and the "anti-revivalists" contimed to widen as t4me passed;,
but ﬁatters did not reach a cliﬁax until 1803 when the extravagances
of the revival were for the first time opposed with at least partial
Success,

At the Walmut Hill Commnion service in August, John
lyle preached a sermon from the text: "God 1is not the authér of
confusion, but of peace”.z Father Riée;also "exhorted powerfully
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against noise and false exercises"." Aftor the service the min-
‘isters who were present comvened at the house of the minister,
Mr, Orawfordes Rice read a paper before this small and informal
gathering in which he called upon the ministers to make it their
business to see that the camp-~meetings were better régulated.
This protest did serve to call attention to the scandals which
were coming to be associated with the camp-meetings, and probably
did help some of the revival leaders to be more careful in ‘the
future concerning the camp-meetings which they sponsored, but it
did quite certainly serve to increase the gulf between the fac~
tionse The "revivalists" interpreted this move as an indication
that the pu-eachers who sﬁressed the maintainance of order at the ’
meetings were opposed to the revival movement as suche The result
was that the protesting ministers were called Yanti-revivalists™,
which name was certainly inadvisably applied té those who were 1n
favor of the movement, but who merely wished to guard it from
abuse. ,

Thus the Kentucky revival, which was born in McGready's
small frontier congregations, swept rapidly across the state until
. in a surprisingly short time it must have touched every Protestant
congregation in Kentucky.

We havé noted the excessive emotional reactions which
developed in relation te the revival movement in Kentuely, and we

have seen how the tendency to "boisterous emotion*’ led to the
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abuses which brought about & definite cleavage in the ranks of
Eontucky Presbyterianism, 8 cleavage which soon developed into
SGhiszn. But in spite of the negative results of the Kentuck;y Row
vival 1t ranains clear that:

", o « the Great Revival stimulated the religious life of

the country as a whole, and did much to develop the region
wast of the Alleghanies." 1l

2, The Revival Movement in the Frontier Presbyterian Churches
outs:lde of EKentucky.

The revival in its most extreme forms seems to have been
corfined largely to Kentucky; "but the spirit of it went abroad
through the n_ation.“ It spread to the north across the Chio and
it was not long until "its fires began to light up western and
central New Y;ark.,":5 Qﬁe revival in Central and Western New York
is not as well known to history as some of the other phases of the
movement, but according to Hays it was perhaps as influential there
as in any part of the countiwf The churches of western Pemnsyl~
vania experienced the revival, tooe |

Elisha Macurdy was the outstanding revivalist among the
Presbyterians in ?ennsylvania. HQ was the pastor of two ‘congregam
tions:é' Cross Roads and Three S.pr‘ings. The movement first appeared
1:5 ¥acurdy's churches late in 1801, and early in 1802, Oume of the
most mem.oréble services connected with this phase of the revival
was the observance of the @rd~!s Supper on the last Sunday of

ls Cleveland, ope cite, pe 128,
2. Thompson, Op. cit., De 137.
3e Ibide, pe 137,

4 Of, Hays, ope 0ite, p. 151.
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October at the Cross Roads Churche Concerning this meeting the

"Wostern Missionary Magazine" says:
"4 great crowd of people collected many fram a gresat distanee,
accomodated with provisions to continue on the ground during
the whole of the solemnitye e » Nine ministers attendeds « o
The meeting house, though large, being insufficlient to contain
half of the people, the sacrament was administered at the tent
to about eight hundred communicantse" 1

Another celebrated saeramental meeting of the Pennsyl-
vania revival was the one which was held at the Upper Buffalo
Church on the second Sunday of November, 1802,

"It was much the largest assembly which had ever been collect-
ed for divine worship in western Pemnsylvania, The mmber was
estimated at ten thousand, Fifteen ministers, all members of
the Synod of Pittsburgh, were present and labored toge ther
during this solemn season with the utmost harmony. Mr. Macurdy
was one of the mmbere . « The evening and night were spent in
preaching, exhortation and prayer.! 2 _

In its northward swsep the revival not only affected
Few York and Pennsylvania, but it also reached the Western Reserve
section of Chio as early as 1802, It then crossed over the inter—
national boundary line into Canada.

The revival movement not only reached across the Chio
into the settlements of the north, but it orossed over the moun-
tains into the frontler regions to the south and east of Eentucky
as well, It was not long until Teunessee, western Virginia, the
Carolinas and Georgj.a were sharing in the rovival expgrienee,
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C, The Attitude of the General Agsembly
Concerning the Revivale

In 1802 the Genoral Assembly appointed & camittee to
prepare a z;eport concerning “tlie ge;zeral state of religion" with-
in the bounds of the Assembl:\”r.’ A part of this report, which was
adopted as an act of the Assanbly roads as follows:

"From the east, from the west, from the north, and from the
south, the most pleasing intelligence has been received,
Revivals, of & more or less general nature, have taken place
in meny of our Presbyteriese The pious have been quickened,
the daring arrested, the haughty humbled, and multitudes of
once thoughtless sinners have been added to the churche In
some parts of the 3tates of Virginia and North Carolina, the
Spirit of God has, we trust, been poured out in an extraordi~
nary memner; and by accounts received from Kentucky and Ten-
nessee, the unusual work there, of which the Assembly was
heretofore informed, appears, during the last year, to have
been progressives Doubtful as the nature of the revival
there first appeared, from the very singular circmmstanoes
which attended it, the Assembly do exceedingly rejoice that
in its progress abundant evidence has been given that its
author is Gode" 1

At the next meeting of the Assembly, 1803, another re-
port dealing with the general state of religion within the limits
of the Assembly was read and adoptede This report, lilke the one
of the previous year, had much to say concerning the revival in
its relationship to the church. In this report we read that:

"In most of the northern and eastern presbyteries, revivals
of religion of a more or less general nature, have taken
placse « ¢ In many of the southern and western Presbyteries;
revivals more extensive, and of a more extraordinary nature
have taken placee o o The Assembly would only observe that

though they forbear to express any opinion as to the origin
and nature of those circmnstances, which have attended the

southern and western revivals;e « . yet they are constrained
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to acknowledge with thanld.‘ulness, that the last year while

it presented a continuous, and great extension of this

extraordinary work, furnished also inereasing evidence,

that it is indeed the work of Gode o« »" 1

It is apparent that the Assembly hesitated at first
before plaéing its stamp of approvél upon the frontier phase of
the revival because of the "extraordinary” exercises which attend~
ed it, but the adoption of the above report by the Assembly is
evidence to the fact that its members, after having ample time
to survey the situation, considersd the revival as the "work of
God"s It is also interesting to note that they wisely gorbore
"to express any opinion™ concerning the "origin and nature" of
fhe disturbing elements "of the movement," |
D, The Effects of tha Revival upon
Western Presbyterianisme
The authorities are not in complete accord concerning
the results of the frontier revival upon the Presbyterian Church,
There are no aéaurate records by which the mmber of peoplé who
Joined the church as & result of the revival can be determined,
It is estimated that the Western Conference of the Methodist
Church added more than six thousand names to its rolls during
the height of the revival, and that between 1800 and 1803 the
Baptist churches in Kentucky alone increased their membership by
more than tenm thousand.
o0 000 00

1o Minutes of the General Assembly, op. cite, De 1le
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Ag we know, the western revival made its first appear-

ance in Presbyterian congregations, but the Presbyterian Church
did not experience as great an 1ncz§ase in membership as the Meth=~
odists and Baptists dide In spite of the revival and the resulting
opposition towards its traditional policies which came from within
the church, frontier Presbyterianism contimed to demand the ad-
herence of its ministers to the Westminster Confession, and to
require of them that they meet the educational standards of the
church, Because of the church's determined stand concerning its
ministerial standards it was vent by divisions; and thus was not
able to increase its membership to the same extent as the Methodists
and Baptists dide TNevertheless many new members were accepted into
the church because of the revivals That the Presbyterian Church
did experience an inerease in its membership is made clear in the
Mimites of the General Assembly of 1803, for we read that:

"y s o in the course of the last year, there is reason to

believe, that several thousands within the bounds of the

Preosbyterian church, have been brought to embrace the

gospel of Christe™ 1

It is difficult $0 know just exactly how well informed

the Assembly was concerning the situation which existed on the
frontier, but there is sufficient reason for believing that they
wore well enough acquainted with the facts to know what they were
doing when they said:

"The Assembly considers the prospeets of our church in the

frontier settlements, as more favorable than they have been

at the date of any former report." 2
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E. Conclusion.

The Great Western Revival was of Presbyterlan origin.
From Logan County, Kentucky, its birth-place, it spread "like
fire in a dry stubble £ield" until the whole frontier from Jew
York to Georgia felt the "glow" of ite In lts rapid and siriking
conquest of the frontier ﬁhe mbvement was marred by "many extrava-
gances and much fanaticism' which came as the result of the emo=
tional strain which it impbsed upon the peoples Due to these
disorders which attended the revlival the Presbytez;ian ministers
were divided into two groups, the "revivalists” and the "anti-
revivalists", although many of tl;oée who were élassed wii:h the
lattor groui; by the "revivalists" did not rightfully belong there,
for they did not opp‘;se the revival as such, tut merely contended
against the abuses which characterized it.

. 4s a result of the revival western Presbyterianism
experienced & permanent cleavage; most of the so~called ";'evival—
ists left the church, and because of the resulting schisx;as the
Presbyterian phase of the Western Revival "burned low" some time

before the gemeral revival movement "died out".
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CHAPTER FOUR
PRESBYTERIAN LEATERS OF THE WESTERN REVIVAL

-The contributions of the frontiersman to American
history are seldom fully recognized and therefore cé.nnot be thor~
oughly appreciateds Due credit is usually given the Puritan and
the Cavalier for their contributions to American society, but the
role which the pioneer played in the development of the nation is
all too frequently over~locked, for it is doubtful "if we have
wholly realized the importance of the part played by that sbern
and virile people, the Irish, . « the Scotch-Irish, as they are
often called"lwho pushed past the "settléd. regions'*, and estab-
lighed settléments of their own ;nﬁﬁhe wilderness beyondes Their's
was no easy task, for they, like the first American colonists, |
were compelled to follow é trail of their own makinge ¥Nor did
they plunge into the wilderness to remain unheard of, for in a
surprisingly short time they were exerting a determining influence
upon the life and policies of the napion. More oredit for the
establishing and popularizing of both religious and political de-
mocracy in America belongs to them than to any other group.

The rapid advencement of western ideas and ideals to the
fore in American life and thought is ample evidenca that the frontier
settlements and states enjoyed strong and effecient leadership.
This fact has long been recognized in the field of govermment and
politics, where the lives of such men as Clay, Jackson and Lincoln
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serve as constant reminders of the national leadership ﬁhich has
come out of the weste

With the exception of the Methodists, who pay rightful
tribute to the memory of their circuit riders, the Protestant de-
nominations have not expressed an appreciation of the influence
and work of their early western leaders in keepiné with the accomp-
lishments wrought by those leaders, We delight in honoring the
memory of those leaders from the west who have helped to lay the
foundations upon which our national life rests;' but we neglect the
memory of those frontier preachers who endeavored to keep the
torch of Christianity burning in the weétern settlements miich
produced. these leaders. It would be difficult to over-estimate
the influence which was _e:ierted upon frontier 1ife and customs by
the early western preacherse In laboring tq keep Christianity
alive in the newly éstablished;septlements they were instrumental
in bringing about the Great Revival which in turn transformed the
moral and social 1life of the settlers, Nor did they limit their
activities to the preaching of thé gospel, for they aléo establigh~
ed many schools and thus attemptéd to meet both the religious and
secular educational needs of the frontier commmnities, This added
reslaonsibiiity was assumeﬁ by the ministry of the Presbyterian
Church as a part of ﬁhe "day's work" to such an extent that every
minister in the west became :;;ot onljr & preacher of the gospel but
& schoolmaster as welle

In view of the difficulties which these men faced and

overoame, in accomplishing their assigned and assumed tasks it
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is evident that they are worthy of more consideration and study
on the part of the church's historians than they have heretofore
received, That they playéd an important role in shaping the
destiny of American Presbyterianism has already been illustrated,
and will be more fully g0 before the 's'cad,v is brought to an ende
Qur study would not be complete unless information

pertaining to the lives and work of some of the leaders who were
responsible for shaping the destiny of western Presbyterianism,
and hence 4Americen Presbyterianism, were to be includeds There
are but few existing references relating to the lives of these_
Prosbyterian piomeers and most of those which have been preserved
appear on the pages of contemporary church records, for Presbyter—
ianism -~

Yo o o with i1ts fine literary traditions and its high regard

for its tuilders of the past, has been strangely negligent

in the matter of laying literary tribute upon the memories

of their denominational founders of the Weste . . the few

scanty references to the men, whose devotion and vision lay

behind the achievements of Presbyterianism in the vast range

of the American West, are almost lost amid the details of
overtures, reports and statistiocs.," 1

A, David Rices

1s Barly Life and Settlement in Kentuckye

kBav. David Rice, "the father of Kentucky Presbyterian-
{sm", was bora in Hanover Géunty, Virginia, December 20, 1733,
Lilge most of the early Preébytariaﬁ ministe_ré who settled v;est of
the Alleghenies Rice w,és a graduate of the College of Prinlaeton.‘g
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Ho was licensed to preach in 1762 when he was twenty-nine years
olde The following twenty-one years were spent in ministering to
congregations in Vi:ginia, In 1783 he Jjourneyed from his home in
Bedford County, Virginia, to the newly settled Eentucky frontier
section. He did not make the trip to Kentucky with the intention
of becoming a resident, tut he went "solely with a view %o make
some provision for his mmerous and dependent family".l His pur—
pose was not accomplished, however, for he soon becazﬁe disgusted
"with the shameless spirit of speculation”zwhich he encountered

in EKentucky and returned home without buying a single acre of lands
During his brief and apparently profitless stay in Kentucky Rice
preached wherever and whenever the opportunity to do so presented
itself. Many of the settlers who heard him urged him to come to
Eentucky and establish a church among theme. He finally agreed to
consider this request if the permenent settlers who wished to con~
stitute themselves into & church would draw up and sign & written
invitation to hime 'Soon after he came to this decision & paper
was placed in his hands which contained about three hundred signa—
tures, Hanover Presbytery recommended that he accept this petition

and a8 & result he moved to Kentucky where he organized the Concord

church in Danville as well as another church near Harrodsburgh,

2¢ Activities in Relation to the Work of the Churche
Rice was one of the organizers of the Transylvania
e o 8 & 6 6 0 o
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Presbytery and was chosen by his associates to serve as its first
moderatore Partly because of his health but also because of
certain difficulties which arose within the Danville congregation
David Rice was granted a dismissal from his congregations by pres—
bytery in 1797, ZEven though he severed his pastoral relationship
and moved to a different part of the state he contimued as an
active member of Presbytery.
The first session of the Synod of Kentucky, October 1l4th,

1802, was opened with a sermon kby the Rev. David Rice, following
which he was honored by his fellow laborers im being chosen to
serve as the first moderator of the new synod. Then synod met the
following year, 1803, it was again opemed by 2 sermon by Rice, He
preached a timely sermon on this occasion dealing with the "Present
Revival of Religion, in This Country" in which he drew certain con-
clusions concerniné the revival and its effects, and in which he
also spoke directly to the ministers concerning their duties and
responsibilities, saying in part:

”Endeavor to improve yourselves in knowledge as far &s you

can; and especially in the knowledge of the sacred scriptures

and the human hearte . o and attend chiefly to the reformation

of the principles and practices of men, and the salvation of

their soulss + . Endeavor as well and as fast as you can, in

present circumstances, to train up a plous, sensible, prudent

and learned ministry., I am fully persuaded of the utility,

prudence and importance of learning." 1

That his interest in education‘was both genuine and
practical is borme out by the part which he played in helping to
L I e * o o o

l. Rice, Sermon on the Present Revival of Religion in this Country,
ppe 18, 20, 22, 41, 42,
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establish educational institutions in Kentucky. Rice was the
first chairman of the board of trustees of Transylvania Seminary
which was opemed in 1783 in his house near Damville. Ilater,
when the Presbyterians founded Kentucky Seminary he waé chosen

as a member of its first board of trustees.

3¢ Attituds Concerning the Revival,

Rice regarded the revival as "a real revival of the
Christian raiigion""; but he was deebly 6oncerned over the abuses ‘
which came to be aésociated with the movement, for 'the extravaw
gant irregularities and enthusiastic fantasies whicﬁ deformed the
Great Bevivalr,"lwere vei'y distasteful to him and %o his more con-
servative assoéiates. |

Because of his concern for the welfare of the revival
and religién in general he feltd dompelled to call attention 6o
the fact that 1t was the duty of the religious leadars econnected
with the movement to exert their influence towards the suppression
of the disorders whiech had become 80 closely identified with the
western revivals, In July, 1803, at the Walmut Hill Sacramental
Service he and John I&le made a stremnous effor“t to impress upon
the minds of thsir célleagues the necessity of guardi;;g against -
the abuses which attended the camp-meeting, This protest brought
to a climax the disséﬁsion which had been devélopixg within the
Prosbyterian ministry over the revival issue and from this time
on each faction was determined to follow the course of its om v
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dictates,

Sinee he continued as an active member of both presby-
tery and synod during the period in which the natural reaction to
the revival movement occurred Rice was a witness o, and pwtiei-.
pated in the schisms growing out of 1t which rent the Presbyterian
Church asunder. Tharough the period of controversy he comscien=
tiously supported the policy adopted by the church concerning its
adherence to the standards and requirements vwhich it had set up
for its ministry. He is also credited as maintaining a partiocular-
ly sane attitude toward the ravival} and because of this "sane
attitude” he gave the revival credit for the good which it had
acoomplished; but on the other hand when the irregularities which
attended the movement began to make their appearance he was one
of the "judicious men" who were "fully p@rsuaded that there wgs
much that was wrong in the maana.i- of conducting the work, and
that an erratic and enthusiastic spirit prevalled to a lamentable
extent."*z

Even though he himself was & member of the group which
opposed the activities of the more radical revival element in the
church, he was honest encugh to admit afterwards that in his opinion
the church had not acted wisely in its handling of the revival, In
speaking of the relationship of the church to the revival in 1808
he salds

* 8 2 & ¢ ¢ 0 9
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"That we had a revival of the spirit and power of Christian-

ity among us, I did, do, and ever shall believe;s « « but we

gadly mismenaged 1t; we have dashed it down and broken it to

piecese « o« We have not acted as wise master-~builders who

have no need to be ashamed.,” 1
4, Publicationse

In addition to his pastoral and ministerial work Rice

also was the author of several published works. The first of
these was "An Essay on Baptism"” which was published in 1789,
This appeai?ed. in pamphlet form and was probably the first pamphlet
to be written or printed in Kentuckye In 1791 he published "A
Iecture on the Divine Decrees', and in 1792 "'S,],avery Inconsistent
with Justice and Polity", which ti"’sle vexp‘resses quite'clearly his
attitude toward the slave traffice The sermon which he delivered
before the Kentucky Synod in 1803 was published by synod at the
request of its members. In 1805, following the "New Light Schism”
he published "An Epistle to the Christians of Kentucky". 4Altoge ther

2
Rice was the author of seven published workss

54 Conclusions |

In 1816 his long and fruitful ministry was brought to
a closes The following notice of his death appears in the mimtes
of the Transylvania Presbytery for September 1, 1816:

"This pby. record with heartfelt emotions of sorrow the
departure of our venerable aged & beloved father in the
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ministry the Reve DAVID RICE, He was the first moderator

of this pbys which met in this place on the 17th day of

Octr 1786 and of which he has since been & constant and

faithful member until his entrance into rest, which was

on the 18th day of June, 1816." 1
And thus the presbytery paid sincere tribute to its first modera—
tor, the "father" of Presbyterianism in Kentucky, the Rev. Tavid
Ricee

We are told concerning Rice's personality that as a
preacher "his natural manner was solemn and impressives « « In
society he was dignified and grave. His person was slender, but
tall and active, and even at the age of seventy, he exhibited an
‘ 2

astonishing degree of alertnesse" In his relations with his
:ellomen Rice exhibited the true spirit of Christianitye. The
troubles which appeared in the synod as a result of the revival
grieved him, and though he did not waver in his stand yet he used
his influence in an attempt to bring about a satisfactory and
peaceful agreement betmen the contending parties. The following
passage from his "Epistle to the Christians of Kentucky" pﬁblished
just after the "New Light Schism" gives us a clear picture of the
Christian spiriti:»of the man:

"Perhaps one cause £or our unhappy divisions was the want of

mutual acquaintance and confidences. . « Had we been better

acquainted, and more united, we should probably have made one

exertion to promote religion and one exertion to prevent or

ocure what was amiss and hurtful to the cause." 3
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Be James MoGready. .

The one man whpée name is inseparably ass_ociated with
the Kentucky Revival is James M‘eG:\.-eady. He was born 1n’Pennsy1~
vania, but when he was still quiﬁe young his parents moved to
Guilford County, North Carolinae McGready returned to his native
state to study for the ministry in John McMillan's log College.
Upon the completion of his studies he was licensed to preach by

the Redstone Presbytery.

1y Experiences in Pennsylvania and the Carolinas as a Minister.

One day after he had been in the ministry for a while
he happened to overhear two of his friends discussing him, They
were quite free In giving expression to their views concerning
his religious characters According to them McGready was but &
"mere formalist, a stranger to regenerating grace'".l Because of
his friends' evaluation of his religious character McGready was
led to maks‘va thorough self-examination. He was in earnest and
prayed over the metter. Soon after the occurrence of this incidenmt
McGready had the religious experience which his friends had said
he needed. This experience revolutionized his life; thenceforth
he made 1t his mission "to arouse false professors, to awaken &
dead church, to warn simmers and to lead them to seek the new
spiritual life which he himself had found," ®
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McGready left his charge in the Redstone Presbytery and
went to the Carolines to take up his labors. Eeeply affected by
his own experience it was mnatural for him to dﬁell upon the necess-
ity of the new birth, and the "importance of knowing the time when
and the place where the converéion had occurred."l He preé.ched for
conversions and was so successful in his work that a revival was
soon begun, He was so earnest in his exhortations and demmneia-
tions that he was acoused of “"running people distracted and of
diverting them from their ococupations." Violent opposition to
him and to his preaching soon develeped. Partly because of the
threats of those who- opposed his work, and partly because scme of
his Carolina converts had moved across the mountains into Xentucky

MoGready left his pastorate and settled in Logan County, Kentucky,

in 1796, Here he became the pastor of three frontier congrégatiops.

2¢ Association with the Revival Movement,
It was under MeGready's persuasive preaching that the
great western revival movement Iiad its begimning. It is said of

his preaching that he would so "array hell before the wicked that
: 3
they would tremble and quake." One of his sermons which has been

gelected as typical of his style 1s on the text: "The fool hath
4 .

said in his heart, There is no Gods"™ Concerning the death of
this fool and his after-death experienees McGready says:
Q Q ¢ ¢ & o o -
le Davenport, Ope Cite, Do 676
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"He died accursed of Gode o » When the fiends of hell

dragged him into the eternal galf, he roared and scream-

ed and yelled like & devile « » When he surveys his life

and reflects on the many offers of salvation he refused,

e « o ho is constrained to confess he 1g emphatically &

fool - & damnsd fool - for he is damned to hell forever

and everes" 1

' The revival which attended his effortis 1g evidence that

McGready's type of preaching was rewarded with results; many sin-
core and lasting conversions were made, but on the other hand 1%
is 1ittle wonder that the peop;e were frequently thrown into a
frenzy of excltement after listening for hours at a time to this
kind of preaching.

In 1801, when many were openly oppasing the physical
Yaccidentials" of the revival, and when others were led to doubt
the authenticity of the movement itself because of these "acoi~
dentials" MoGready made his stand publically, and in no uncertain

terms, in his "Vindication of the Exercises of the Revival",

3¢ The Cumberland Presbyterian Schism.

Quite naturally McGready played a leading part in the
controversy between the synod and the Cumberland Presbyterye. His
sympathies were all on the side of the presbytery. He was one of
‘the men who Minterposed to prevent" the examination of the mem
whom the ,Gomzﬁission of Synod w;shed to examinee

When the presbytery was dissolved McGready and his
associates formed themselves into a council. This council made
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1., McGready, Posthumous Works, pp. 1, 228, 229; in Cleveland, ope
Qit., Po 45, )



soﬁe concilia?z?y gestures which the synod ignored. The next step
was the orgasnization, by some of these council membérs’, of the
Cumberland Presbytezfian Ghurch. McGready and the Hodges were not |
willing to take this séep so they resumed their relations with

1
synod on such terms "as were agreeable to them and to it".

44 Conclusions
MoGready remained in the church as an active member of
the Transylvania Presbytery until the formation 6f the Muhlenburg
Presbytery at which time he became a member of the nsw presbyterye.
In 1813, while he was serving as pastor at .Sharozi church in Logan
Gounty, he was appointed by the Gemeral Assembly to carry on
missionary work for a period of three months within the bounds of
his home presbytery. Again in 1814, MoGready was oue of fifty
ministers who were chosen by the Assembly to carry on missionary
work within its limits, This time he was commissioned to labor
for & period of three months "within the bounds of the Presbytery
of West ‘J!ezmos-;sseve“.ﬁ2 k : . '
McG;read.y died in Henderson Goqnty‘”",”' Kentucky, at the age
of fifty-fours The notice of his death which appeared in the
"Chillocothe Recorder” for Jamary 30th, 1818, contained the follow-
ing passage which givés us an insight into his character and work:
"He ought to be imitated in his regard for the honor of God,
| ¢ s 0000 o

le Foster' OPe Qito, P 288.
26 Mimites of the General Assembly, op. cit., May 31st, 1814, p, 564.
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and the salvation of souls, his vigorous and zealous
axertions to promote these grand ob,jects. his fidelity
in declaring the whole counsel of Gode" 1
4 Imowledge of McGready's distinctive traits, and of
his conversion experience gives & better understanding of the
character of the revival which grew out of his preaching. His
own conversion experience was so real to him that he olung to the
idea that evé_ryone should. be?‘fully aware of the exact moment in
vhich he was converted as he himself was, Barton W. Stone, s
fellow revival leader, who had been one of MeGready's -Caroling
converts, says of him: ”
"Hig person was not pm-asuppesing, nor his appearance interw
esting, except his remarkable gravity and small piercim
eyese « ¢ Bverything appeared by him forgotten but the sal-
vation of soulses Such earnestmess, such zeal, such powerful
persuasions ¢ ¢ I had never before witnessed.” 2
It is 1ittle wonder that the people whd came under the
influence 6f such a preacher were Ilmmediately and definitely .

impressed with the need of the soul's salvation.

Co Barton W. Stone. o _

Although Stone wés the leader in the so~called "New
Light Schism", yet it does not seem inconsistent with the\;gurpose
of our study\‘ to include his name among those who have been selected
- for special consideration. Any study of the relationship which
existed between the revival and the Presbyterian Church would be
incomplete if it were to fall to take into account the schisms

® o ¢ 8 0 0 0 0 |

1s Bishop, Op. Cite, De 213
2¢ Quoted by Cleveland, ope. cit., Pe 39
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which the church experienced during thisvp_eripd because of the
revivals In order to have an understanding of the permanent
divisions which ocourred in the church it is necessary to lmow
some thing of the personalities back of them. Stone was the most
influential member of the group which separated themselves from
the Fresbyterian Church and continued their religious activities
under the name of ‘”Ghristians“y.l

1. Early Life, »

‘Barton W, Stons was born in Marylend in 1772, When he
was about éix'ceen vyears 0ld he entered Guilford Academy and studied
there under Dr, David Caldwell, 4 great interest was \being shown
in religious matters by the students at the time of Stone's coming
to the Academy, This umsual interest was due, in part at least.
to the preaching of James MoGreadye In time Stons himself came
under the influence of MeGready's preéching. |

Stone was received by—the Presbytery of Orange as & can~
didate for the ministry in 1793, He completed his course of study
under the direction of William Hodé_e and passed the prescribed
examinations, but he decided to give up the idea of entering into
the ministrye. He taught school for & while in a Methodist Academy,
bﬁt the desire to be a preacher returned so0 he resigned his posi-
tion and was 11Qens'ed to preach by the Orange Presbytery.

R EEE

1, The term "Christian" throughout this study refers to the denomi-
nation which grew out of the "New Light Schism",



ek

2e¢ Eentucky Ministry,

a¢ Call and Ordination.

Stone first went to Kentucky in 1796, but after spend-
ing a short time there he retufned east for & visite, In 1798 he
rocoived a call from the combined congregations of Cane Ridge and
Concord, the two congregations over which he had ministered during
his first brief stay 1;1 Kentucky. He accepted this call; and in
April, 1798, he was received under the cave of the Transylvania
Presbyterye Six months later he was ordained as a minister in
the Presbyterian Churche At the time of his ordination he was
called upon to give response to "those questions appointed to be
put to candidates previous to their ordina’c:i.on".,1 According to
Stone's own testimony, when he was asked: "Do :;rou i-eceivje and
adopt-the Confession of Faith as contgining-the system of doctriné
taught in the Bible?" he answered audibly enough for everyone
present to hear, "I do as far as I see it consistent with the word
of God.“a Robert Hérshall, the présiding "bishop" did then "by
prayer & with laying on of the hands of tﬁe pby.ﬁaccording fo the
apgstolic example, solemnly ordain and set apart lMr. Barton Stone
to the sacred office of the gospel minixsn;ry.."3 |

bs The Cane Ridge Meetinge

During the first part of Stone's ministry the spiritual
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1, Mimtes of the Transylvania Presbytery, Octe 4th, 17983 in
Sweet, The Presbyterians, p. 181. ‘

2+ James B, Finley, Autobiography, Tpe 39, 40 in Fort'une, ope cite,
Pe 55.

3¢ Minutes of the Transylvania Presbytery, Get. 41;11, 1798; in
Sweet, The Presbyterians, p. 181s



f93~

1ife of the members of his congrogations vas at a low ebbs Stoms
was deeply concerned over this indifference to spiritué.l »things
on the part of his church members and determining to do something
about it he paid a visit to the revival meetings which were being
held in Logan County to see what help he could get toward the
solution of his probleme He was convinced that the revival was
the work of God, and seeing in 1t the answer to his own perplexe
ing problem he began to work toward that end in his own parish,
His efforts wore rewarded almost immddiately; wunder his leader—
ship a revival similer to the onme which he had just witnessed in
Logan County begane The climax of this phase of the revival and
of the entire western revival movement, was reached in the famous

Cane Ridge Service,

Se Ecclesiastica;. Discorde

An important and far-reaching result of the Cane Ridge
meeting was the "ecclesiastical revolt" which grew out of it.
Stone, though a i’resbyteriani was harassed by certain aspects of
Calvinism, and although he admitted that "thousands of precious
saints" adhered to the system, yet he fel’i: that it was among the
"most c;lj.scouraging hindrances to sinners from seeking the kingdom
of God.-,"l He felt that there were definite points of conflict
between the Confession of Faith and the Word of God as contained
in the Bible. Some of his associates in the Presbyterian ministry

I

1s Js Re Rogers, The Cans Ridge Mesting-House, p. 118; in Jemnings)
4 Short History of the Disciples of Christ, pe 5l
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agreed with him on this po'int; accordingly they declared their
independence from any man-made creeds. Because Stone and his
associates refused to withdraw from the. positioh which they had
taken in regard to some of the teachings of the Calvanistic sys?
tem, and because they refused to subscribe to the Confession of
Faith, they were deposed by the Synod of Kentucky "from all the
funetions of the Gospel ministry;"l ’ “ »

After the schism occurréd this group of men labored
toward the establishment of a new churche They, wishing to mini-
mize the spirit of denominationalism“;” termed themselves Christians.
Though four of the five founders soon deserted the movement the
new denomination experienced a rapid growth, In 1815 Stone him=
self was componed to teach school in order to earn & livelihoode
About 1820 he organized & church in Georgetown which started with
six or sevén members, but soon had an enrollment of more than two
hundrea.a'

In 1832 the movement of which Stone was the leader join-
ed forces vv}ith the followers of Alexander Campbells The group
which was thus formed by the union of these two movements is usual-

1y referred to by the term Christian, the name for which Stone and

" his followers contended,.

44 Conclusion. . ‘
Barton W. Stone died at Hamnibal, Missouri, in 1844, and
' O R I R )

l. Mimtes of the Synod of Kentucky, Friday, Oct, 13th, 1808; in

Sweet, The Presbyterians, pe 372
20 cf. Fortune" 0P« Qit., De 57.
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was buried at Cane Ridge, The marble monument which marks his
grave bears this inscription:
"The Church of Christ at Cane Ridge
and other generous friends in Kentucky
have caused this momment t0 be ereoted
as a tribute of affection and gratitude
to
Barton W, Stone
Minister of the Gospel of Christ and
the distinguished reformer of the
nine teenth century.
Born Dece. 24, 1772,
Died Nov. 9, 1844,
His remains lie here.
This momment erected 1847," 1
As for Stone's persomnal characteristios: it is said
. ) o 2
that in appearance he was "grave, meek, plain, and humble."

He brought an imﬁense amount of criticism upon himself
because of the course of action which he followed concerning his
relationship with the Presbyterian Church; probably he did act
unwisely, but in all fairness it must be admitted that he acted
in good faithe That he was firm in his convictions is demonstrate
ed by the fact that he was the only one of the five who precipi-
tated the "New Light Schism" who remained loyal to the movement
that grew out of it. The question may well be raised as to whether
he always interpreted the Bible correctly, but the fact remains that
regardless of whateverfp@réonal losses might be invelved he did
strive to be true to the Word of God as he saw ite

.....‘.‘

1. Fbrtune, O0pe Clte, Pe 324
2¢ He Leo Boles, Biographical Sketches of Gospel PreacherS. Pe R9
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D, Richard McNemar,

1, Licensure and Ordination.

Richard McNemar, John Dunlavy and Andrvew Steel applied
to the Transylvania ?resbytery aé candidates for thé ministry,
They took the ysual examinations of candidates and passed them to
the satisfaction of the members of presbyterye They were then |
given the liberty to "exhort publicly", but certain limitations
were imposed upon thezﬁ. They were foibidden to exhort oftener
than once every fortnight) and they were likewise directed that
their exhortations were not to exceed three-guarters of an hour in
1ength.1 | |

In January, 1797, McNemar and Dunlavy came before pres-
bytery to take their examinations for licensures Their examinations
were sustained by presbytery and they "having adopfed the Confession
of Faith & satisfactorily answered the,questiong appointed to be put
to candidates to be 1icensed"zwere thereby licensed "to preach the
gospel of Christ as ;:;rol:*a.t.’mz:zers."5

In 4pril, 1798, ‘McNema‘.r was called to minister to the
Cabin Greei: congregation. The Cabin Creek Church was located north
of the Chio River near Maysville, Ohioe. In August of the same year
he was ordained into the ministry of the i’resbyteriag Church.

® 0 & s o s 4

1, Cf, Mimtes of the Transylvania Presbytery, Octe 9th, 17953
in Sweet, The Presbyterians, p. 161e

20 Ibide, Jane 4th, 1797, ppe 166, 167,

5, Ibid., p. 1670
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2e Personal 'I!ra:ltso

| 4 xmowledge of McNemar's persoml tralts is of great
aid toward the unﬂ.arstauding of 1;13. relationship to the revival
movement, He was tall, ersct, and heavy-sete He was quite active
and was 1nc.lined tg be enthusiastic over whatevér he happened to
be ergaged in doing, For example, we are told that he spoke and
sang with "all hils heart,“l Since he possessed the above character=
istics it is mnot surp;-isihg that he was & popular declamatory
‘preaeher. It is thus apparent that he displayed most of the traits
essential to successful revival preaching, It is not surprising

that he was one of the better known of the léaders who were asso=

clated with the western revival movement,

Se The Shaker Convert and Apologiste

| McNemar was one of the five original members of the
"New Light Sohism", and is said to have been the one who was direct-
1y reépo_nsible for the formation of the Springfield Presbytery which
these 2ive men organized after their suspension by synods He con-
timued to be active in the new movement until 1805 at which time
the Shakers made "an easy conquest of hixn."z Ifwo of his associates
in the Stone mevemant’, e tthew Houston Aand-Joh'n Dunlavy, were won
over at the same time, Their \ﬁmle-h_earteq'd.afeétion to Shakerism
was demonstrated by their adoption of one of its principal tenets,
celibacye In accordance with this doctrine they put away thelr

| ® 0 s 00000
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2, Ibid., pe 220
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wives and acknowledged marriage as a sine
McHemar, who soon became one of the outstanding leaders
of the soclety, wrote & book entitled "The Kentucky Revival", in
which he set himself forth as the "apologist and defender" of the
movement by proving to his own satisfaction at least; that the re-
vival had reached its completed state of perfection in the new
sects In his book he llkens himself to the Prodigal Son who has
Just refurned to his Father's house, Shakerism.
"How if ever; I have ,Just returned from feeding the swine,
confessed ny sins, been completely stripped, and clad with
& suit completely news The door has been opemed into nw
Father's house, and I have entored, to g0 out no mores" 3
A smmary vindication of his newly adopted "belief is
glven in doggeral form at the end of the books In this he dis-
plays his attitude toward his former assoclates in the Presbyter=
ian Church and his later companions in the Christian Church in
pos'itive‘,‘ but quite uncomplimentary terms. From this attempted
verse a fair estimate of his character, as made kmown through his
attitude can be gaineds 4 few lines from this poem gp as follows:
Five preachers formed & body, in eighteen hundred thrae, ‘
From Antichrist's false systems to set the people free; .
His doctrine and his worship in pieces they did tear,
But ere tha ‘80ON9 Was ended. the men became & snare,
The long expected kingdom at length began to sPring’,
Which to many has appeared a strange mysterious thing:

But we'll trace it through that summer, the hottest sceme of all,
And try to find its fruit in the next ensuing falle" 4.

0 8 0 0 s 0 0

le O£, Fortune, op. cite, Pe 536

2, Jenmings, 0pe Cite, De 55

3 MoNemar, "The Kentucky Revival"; in Davidson, oDe cite, Pe 104,
4 Ibid., Po 221 .
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E, Hodge and Iyle.

1. William Hodges

William Hodge, & native of North Carolina was licensed
to preach in 1790. In 1800, when the Logan County revival was at
1ts helght, he was called to succeed Reve Willism McGee by the
Shiloh congregation of Sumner Gounyy‘, Tennésseg‘, a part of the
Cumberland countrys Under his preaching a "split" occurred in his
church between the "revivalists" and the "anti-_-_reﬁvalists". The
latter group took métters into ﬁheir own hands and closed the doors
of the church against him, He appealed to presbytery and the case
was declded in his favor,

In 1806, the yea,r' in which the Gwnberland.' Presbytery was
dissolved, Hodge, a member of that presbytery, was suspended by the
synod from the ministry for insu‘bprdina,tion because he refused to
use his authority in silencing "ocertain young men licensed by
G'mberland Pres'bytery. * ‘

On December 6, 1809, Just two months after MoGready had
been accepted back into the church, Hodge publicly professed his
sorrow for his "past 1rregu1arities" declared his determination
to submit to the "authority and d.iscipline of our church", and
agreed to accept end adhers to the Confession of Faith as 1t stands,
Thus having met the requirements gréated by synod for his relnstate~
ment he was duly restored to his place in the ministry of the church,.

® o 0o s o 9 o
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The Presbyterians, p. 3506 , .
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Hodge was one of the ministers who was appointed by the
Assembly in 1814 to do special missionary worke. He was chosen to
labor for two months, '
"o o o Within the 1limits of the Presbytery of Muhlénburgh,
in the counties of Robertsoun, Montgomery, Tennessee, and
Christian, Kentuckye" 1 : 7
William Hodge resigned his charge in 1818, and died a year or two

1& ters.

2e¢ John Lyle.
| ~ John Iyle is remembered in connection with the Eentucky

revival mofemeni: for at least two reasons; first, because of his
diary in which he recorded many incidents attending the revival;
second, because of the part which he played in helping to check
the abuses of the revival movement, Some of the best first hand
descriptions that we possess of the g;?eat revival meetings are to
be found in his diarye

Lyle’s opposition to the excesses which attended the
movement wé.s d{ze to the things which he witnessed at the revival
meetings. Since he was interested in keeping an accurate record
of what occurred he was probably more alert to the dangers which
accompanied the extravagances of the frontier awekening than were
most of the leaderse

In September, 16801, Lyle exhorted briefly, but "power-

fully”, agé.inst the noise and i’h@ “false exercises” which had be-
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1, Mimtes of the General Assembly, ope cite, May 3lst, 1814,
p, 564.
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come assoclated with the movement, but it was 1803 before the
abuses were opposed with any marked degree of successe Successful
opposition to the excesses of the revival seems to have been
officially launched by Iyle in a service held at the Walmut Hill
Church in July, 1803. At this service he preached a sermon on

I Corinthians 14:33-40; his text was taken froam the thirty-third
verse: "For God is not the author of confusion, but of peaces" Wo
are infdnﬁed that this sermon "had a happy effect". It was at
least a factor in hastening t'.hé impending sohismsg

In 1.8,09 the former members of the Gmnberland Presbytery
who had organized themselves into a council appealed to the General
Assembly for redress. The Assembly also had before it the mimtes
of the synod which related to the matter as well as 8 letter from
that bbdy. Lyle, who is oalled b;s% the Cumberland Presbyterian
historians "the oild enemy of the revi;val"l:;" was the bearer of synod's
letter to the Assembly. It is claimed that it was chiefly through
his efforts tha‘c the Asse@bly voted to approve the course of action
which the synod had followed in its dealings with the Cumberland
Presbyterye _

Iyle was one of the ministers who were chosen in 1814 by
the Assembiy to carry on prescribed missionary activities. He was
appointed to work for four months "in the counties of Bourbon,

- Harrison, Nicholas, and Fayette, K;ntucky." He was directed to

. , . . 2.
pay "partiocular attention to the blacks,"”
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. F, Conclusion,

This is but a véry‘incgmplete list of the names of
those who were asspc‘iated with the revival ‘movement. Many more
could well be included, but in so much as the ones who have been
singled out for special attention were among the outstanding
leaders of the movement in its different phases it would add but
little to the purpose of our study to dwell longer upon this par-

ticular aspect of the Great Westsrn Revivale
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE RESULTS OF THE REVIVAL UPON THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURGH

Due 0 the peculiar relationship which existed bgtwegn
the Westerﬁ Revival and the Presbyterian Church it necessarily
followed that as the policies of the church were instrumental in
shaping the course of the revival so too, the revival exerted a
lasting influence upon the history of American Presbyterianism,

It is impossible to determine the exact extent of the influence
of the revival upon Presbyterianism in the United States, but it
is not difficult to discover and trace certain important and far=
reaching results which the revival had upon the organized life of
the church.

While it is evident that the revival made a definite
impression upon the career of Presbyterianism in this country, yes
the value of its contributions to the general course of Presbyter—
ian history is not easy to determine. It is not, howsver, our
purpose in thils chapter to attempt to e\}aluate the effects which
the revival had upon the church, but rather to point out and class-
ify these effects, and in so far as possible, to discover and ana-
lyze the causes for theme

4, Schisms Occurring within the Presbyterian Church
as a Result of the Revival,
"Pwo schisms occurred in the Presbyterian Church in the early

years of the nineteenth century, the first centering in the
Cumberland regions « « the second centering in north central

=109=
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Eentuckye o o 1. »

It has‘been indicated earlier in our study that these
schisms wei-e a direct outgrowth of the revival, Somethipg has
also been sald goncerning the causes for them, but thus far they
have been treated only in their relationship to otl;er vhases of
the movement. Since these divisions which occurred in the church
were far-reaching in their influence, not only upon the Presbyter~
ian Church, but upon the whole of American Protestantism as welly
it is essential to the development of our study that they be

treated more fully than has been done thus fare

le Causes of the Schisms,

There were three general and closely related causes for
the serious schisms which ocourred in the church as a result of
the revival: first, they were brought about largely through the
attitude of the church toward the extravagances and disorders
which af.tend.ed the Western Revival movement; second, the insistence
of the Presbyterian Church that the educational standards for its
ministry be maintained regardless of existing‘ conditions; third:‘,\}
the strict adherence of the Presbyterian Church to its traditional

doctrinal and credal standards,
as The Excesses of the Western Revival,

(1) The Attitude of the Church Toward the mcesses
Which Attended the Great Awakening,
The Presbyterian Church was disturbed over some of the

‘ e & & o 9 o @
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so=called "bodily effects" which attended the Great Awakening
in the 1746'8. The Reve James Davenport, a Presbyteiian minister,
had the abiiit‘y to’, apd did plaj on the emotions of his listeners
to such an extent that his preaching soon produced some of the
results which were to characterize the Kentucky revival about
sixty years later. It is said that Bavénport encouraged "his
hoarers to give the most unrestraine& vent both to their distress
and joy, by:. violent outcries;'fl It is not surprising that this
type of preaching caused his ‘;'éldez" and more judicious" Presby-
terian brethren to regard his .efforts with misgivings. M They re=
monstrated against his conduct and attitude, and cautioned him
of the likely consequences of these proceedings, but he was deaf
to their please The preachers who "raised & warning voice" against
the extravagances which were being ,{_oracticed were denounced by many
as ensmies of the revivale. In 1744, after the spirit of discord
and contention had arisen within the church due to the excesses,
Davenpqrt "published a humble confess ion and recantation" concern—
ing his coﬁduct in the revival movement, ‘
| , Because of the turn which the revival had taken in the
Prasbyterian Church under the leadership of Davenport congregations
were broken and scattered, societies were fgz;med upon fanatical
principles, and many people became disgusted with what went under
the name of religion.2

* 000000

1. Reverend Samuel Miller, Letter IV; in Sprague, op. cite, De R55e
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(2) The Causes of the Excesses which Attended the
- Western Revival. : :

The extravagax_aees vhich attended the Great Western
Revival made it necessary for the church once more to take &
stand concerning revival excesses. Due to the various factors
which contributed to the develepment‘of the frontier awakening
1t was marred by irregularities growing out of emotional disordsrs.

The enviromment in vhich the settlers lived was oz::e of
the factors contributing to- ‘;hef abuses which attended the Western
Revivale They were not able to make many social contacts, and thus
they were not in position to come into touch with either the think-
ing or the happenings of the worlde For this reason their minds
were quite apt to be dominated by »ma'éever 1deas they chanced to
meate A second ciroumstance which helped to determine their rew
actions to the revival was that their's was a country in which the
traditional social conventions were 1érge1y ignored. Then to,oz“,“
since 1t was necessary for them to be constantly on thé alert
against the many dangers which ai‘tended frontier life there had
developed wj.fhin them & ready response to a given stimulus, It
is little wonder that these "warm and sanguine" people coming out
of their wllderness backgrouﬁd formed such exoéllent material for
a revival crowd.

Many of these settlers were 'in a "state of high expectan~
oy" when they reached the camp grounde ’

'"Eor weoks and months they had been looking forward to
this great event and as a consequence . their nerves were



keyed to the limite™ 1
Tmmediately upon ﬁheiraarr;val they became part of a huge crowd
which was constituted for the most part of people with like ex~
pectanniqs. This great assemblage would remain for days at a
time under the influence of an intensely emotional type of preach-
inge The settlers who before their arrival had been prepared for
the service in a peculiar way by their exnviromment, were thus
placed under the éonstant influence of at least two additional
psychologioal factors; the contimial exhortations of the preacharsi
and the powerful influence of the crowds It 1s hard to overesti-
mate the influence which the qrpwd exerts upon the individual at
times like thise The members of a crowd tgnd to be "more suggest-
1ble", and "more primitive in their reactions than they would be
by themselves."z (In this instance it must be remembered that we
are dealing wiéh ﬁeoplg vwhose reactions were ordinarily of & prim—
itive natures) Even in the usual crowd the "higher and more omna'
plex facultieé" are weakened by the “igfluenée of large mmbers of
like-minded fellows, and the more fuﬁ#amenzal and simple reactionsy
no longer inhibited, have their own way.“s Since the "rational
inhibitions" of the frontiersmen had for the most paré already been
removed by ihe;r enviromment they were even more susceptible to the
;nfluenne of the crowd than the average individuale, Even a day or
two spent on the camp-meeting ground was enough to bring on not
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only physical weariness, but emotional fatigue as well, "for ex-
cited emotions are soon gx;aansted."l K

Undue emotional strain, i-esulting in emotional exhaustion;
fear of hell; and the influence of the crowd - with these and many
other elements entering into the revival picture it is not fo be
wondered that emotional disorders were exceedingly common, 6spece
ially among people who had already been "conditioned" by their
enviroment. Nor is it difficult to undérstand how ﬁhgse emotional
disorders resulted in "deplorable" irregularities. Following the
example of the revivalists of Davénport's type many of the frontier
preachers not only failed to attempt to put a stop to the extrav-
agances which attended their services, but they went so far as to
encoursge them, claiming for them the distinction of being a part
of God's "wonderful work", and a necessary accompaniment of the
conversion experience. ﬁinigters 1ike McGready“’,‘ vhose sincerity
cannot be questioned, set themselves up as vindicators of the
rovival movement in its entiritye Due to the opposition which was
aroused by the excesses which att_;en;ied the movement the "revival-
ists" felt oalled upon to defend, not oxnly the movement itselfi"
but these disorders which were bringing oriticism upon it. MeGready
contributed his part to ﬁhis defensive campaign in 1801 by deliv-
ering a public "Vindication of the Exercises of the Revival',
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(3} The Attitude of the Church Concerning the
o ixxcesses of the Western Revival.

It was not to be expected that the irregularities which
attended the Western Revival could go on unchallgnged by the more
consgrvative Presbyterian ministers, The revival movement was
practically unopposed in the begimning, though welare _told that the
Rev, James Balch, a member of the Transylvania Presbytery, visited
Gaspaj- River with the purpose of putting a stop to the "disorderly
and fanatical proceedings."” He was successful in organiz}ng a
group who were in agreemenf mf.’g.th him in opposing the ,revivalf, and
for a while it seemed as if the whole movement was about to be
extinguished,

But the revival withstood the opposition and the irregu~
latities wh;ch accompanied it increased as the movement gained |
momentine In 1801 Lyle exhorted against the "noise and false exer-
cises" which by tha£ time had become almost iﬁseparably associated
with fhe movement and again in 1803 he preached a sermon against
the "torrent of abuses” which had swept across the country as &

‘ part.of the frontier avﬁalmningo At this meeting "}?ather" Rice
Joined Iyle in raising his voice in protest againéf tli‘eSé irregular~
1t1es.1" ]

The effects of their efforts were two-fold: first, they
were successful, to a certain extent, in checking the excesses;
second, the breach between the "revivalists" and the "anti~revival=

R "
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ists" was widemed so that in the following year they "separated
\ : 1
completely in the open schism of Stone and Marshalle"
“The historians of the Cumberland Presbyterian Ghurch. « e
have besen sometimes wont to contend that the disorder and
super-emotionalism which defile the record of these early
days, were the output of the Cane Ridge quarter of Xen-
tucky and should not be charged against the settlement
in the southweste” 2
It is true that these disorders and emotiomal displays probably
reached their height in the Cane Ridge section, yet the records
show quite clearly that the lLogan County revival was attended by
sights similar to those which 'characterized the movement as it
appeared under the leadership of Stone and his associates,
Although it is difficult to determine the exact extent
‘to which these excesses contributed to the schisms which ocourred
in the Presbyterian Church, yet it is unquestionably true that
they were, in part, responsible for the permanent divisions which
, book place in western Presbyterianimm during the early years of

the nineteenth centurys

be The Educational Standards of the Church.

"The method resorted to in ‘securing preachers to meet the
increasing demands of the revival, and to provide missionary
pastors for the multiplying congregations, was a still more
serious cause for offense,” &

With the rrogression of the revival whole communities
sought to be supplied with ministers or missionaries, This in-
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creased demand for ministers greatly exceeded the trained supply.
It is said that there were not enough ministers to answer “one
in ten of the calls that thus came to them;."l Because of tﬁis
situation ‘thke Presbytery of Transylvania apﬁoiﬁted\four laymen,
Ewing, Anderson, King, and McClain to "the business of exhortation
& catechising", In the following year’; 1802, the_ presbytery
licensed three of these men to "exhort & catechise in our vacancies."
Five members of presbytery, thrée miniségrs and two e;ders;;: object= 4
ed t0 the J.icensing of these men saying:
"Their trials on this occasion consisted only in one short
sermon & an examination on experimental religion & divinity,
beling destitute of classical learning, & they discovered no
such extraordinary talents as to justify such moasuress” 2

Soon after its organization the Cumberland Presbytery
ordained these men into the ministry. 'ﬂ;ey also proceeded to
license other men who did not measure up to the educational re-
quirements of the Presbyterian Church. "When once this door was
opened, it was found difficult to close it"‘,'.’sapd at almost every
meeting of presbytery qandidaté after candidate of this type was
oither licensed or ordainsd,

Whether it was contemplating following its own example
which it had set in 1801, or because 1t was alarmed over the sit~
uation which was rapidly developing within the Cumberland Pr;esbyf
tery,the Presbytery of Transylvania, in 1804, appointed David Rice

4. ® & & © & * @ »
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to inquire of the General Assembly concerning this matters The
Assembly's reply to this inguiry was quite definite and to the
point, They made it clear that where the local situation seemed
to be such as to make it necessary for the regular ministers to
have help in the carrying on of thelr work that “certain assis«
~tants" might be usefully employed by presbytery. ” However, great
caution was to be exercised lest these men thus employad should
possess an 'indiscreet zeal' which might "impel them to extrave-
gances wh'icli may prove d.ish[morable and iﬁjurious to rel,igioh".

If men were to be used by presbytery in this capacity their dﬁties‘
wers to be "clearly pointed out to them, and circumscribed within
precise 1im‘its":,‘ and they were not to be thought of as "standing
officers" of the presbytery, but oﬁuld be appointed or removed "at
the dise;'etion of the presbyterys" If any of these men were fouzﬂ
to possess the qualities necessar:;r far a successful minister they
could upon the acquirement of the "requisite qualifications for
preaching the gospel" be admifted ';accgrding to the regular course"
to the ministry.l Thérafore accord.ing to the Assembly's decision '
the Transylvania Presbytery had not necassariiy actednuz;wisely in
appointing the three men who lacked & "liberal education" to
"oatechize and exhort", but by the samé decision 1t flatiy condemn—
ed the practice of the Cumberland Presbytery in licensing snd or-
daining such men, for no one could’ properly be considered a member
of presbytery who had not been admitted to the ministry according
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to ﬁhe régularly pf,escribed courses

If the presbytery had been as careful as it might have
been in the selection of the unlettered men whom it llcensed and
ordained the schism which grew out of this practice might have
been avoided, tut because of the extravagances in which many of
them indulged & natural reaction "against the ordination of un-

educated men set in among the brethren of the Synod of Eentucky."

ce The Doctrinal and Credal Standards of the Church.

‘The doctrines advanced by the revivalists constituted
a deeper cause of oplﬁosition than either the excesses of the
revival or the licensing and ordaining of xhen into the ministry
who had not attained to the traditional standard of literary
qualifications The Westminster Confession, to which the Presby-
terian Church demands that its ministers subscribe, holds thgm
"to a very definite credal statement, and any deviation from it
is easily dpteoted."z Vhen divergences from the Confession are
discovered and acte& upon controversies usually resultes During
the course of the revival there were marked deviations frém the
Confessional standards of the church on the part of many of the
revival preacherse

The causes of these deflections from the Presbyterian
standards on the part of a group of the revivalists are not hard
to discover, Stone, for example, had been troubled over certain
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dootrines fundamental to the Calvanistic system, election and
predestination, from the beginning of his ministry, and it is
.very likely that other ministers harbored similar doubts concern-
ing points in tha ereed of Presbyterianism, It seemed to the
revival preachers that the very purpose of the revival would be
contradicted if they did not emphasize in their preaching that
God loves the "whole world"”, and that every sinnei' has the ability
to accept the ﬁeans of saliration which God, in His infinite love
for humanity, has provided and made accessible for each individ-
ual who will but believe and obeye This teaching seemed to some
of the "staunchest" Presbyterians to be a denial of the "certainty
and definiteness" of God's eternal decrees as taught in éhapter
three of the Gonfession 6f Faith.l This refusal of the revivalists
to accept and preach the "fétalistic“ tendencies which they felt
to be incorporated in the \Presbyterién system of doctrine might
possibly be considered as an *implied heresy", but the second one
which logically grew out of and accompanied the first might well
be thought of as & "positive heresy", Many of the revival ministers
in subscribing to the Wos tminster Gdnfession declared their ad-
herence to it Mexcept so much asvsee'med to affirm this doctrine of
fa.tality.“z It became the practice of the Cumberland Presbytery
to requiré of the candidates who appeared before them for licemsure
and ordination that they adopt the Confession of Faith, with the
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exception of the ™!idea of fatality' as it seemed to be taught in
that book,“l In féét‘, they adopted the same attitude toward it as
expressed i)y Stone when he subseribed to it only as far as he saw
it to be consistent with the word of God, for they began to re-
quire of their candidates that they subscribe to it only as far as
they thought it to correspond with the Scriptures. The more con—
servative Presbyterian leaders would not admit that the idea of
fatalism was taught in the Confession, and so they were umwilling
. to grant ordination to the candidates who accepted it with reser~
vations,

The Synodical Commission appointed to confer with the
nmembers of the Gtmberland Presbytery discovered "among other
irregularities" which were practiced in the liceﬁsing and ordain-
ing of men to preach the Gospel that "only a partial adoption of
the Confession of Faith" was required.; They inguired into the
reason why the presbytery required its candidates to adopt tl_:,e
Confession of Faith "so far only as the& in reason think it cor-
responds with the Soi-iptares.“ McGready replied for the presbyw
tery that they could not "in éonscience feel themselves bound aiﬁy
farther than they believed it corresponds with the Scripturgs."z
Therefore the commission decided that it was impossible for any
one to be sure just what ‘the men who had been licensed and ordained
under such a system did believe, and that for that reason the
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commission resolved to axamine them and to pronounce on thelr
qualifications for the gospel ministry.

Erom the constitutlonal standpoint alone there can be
no questio:i as to which party was in the right concerning the
adoption of the Confession, for the form of Govermment of the
church dges not allow for reservations on the part of the candi-
date when he is asked:

"Do you sincsrely receive and adopi; the confession of faith
of this church as containing the system of doctrine in the
Holy Soriptures®" 1 '

Each of tﬁesa three factors contributed toward the
schisms which ocourved in Western Presbyterianism, but the third,
the doctrinal differences which were brought to light through .the
| medium of the revival, proved to be the one "irreconcilable dif-
ference" between the opposing parties. It is éntirely probable

that the other difficulties might have been adjusted, but since
Presbyberianism is held to a very definite credal statement this
last point of difference could not be adjusted unless one of the
groups involved in the controversy would reverse wits: stand,

Due to the nature of the problem it is difficult to see how 2 com-
_ﬁrqmisg, satisfactory and acceptable to the parties involved,

could have been made,

2, The Cumberland Presbyterian Church,
We have already touched upon the dencminstional move-
® & & & & & @ 9
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ments which grew out of the schisms which developed in Western
Presbyterianism as a result of the revival, but in this chapter
these new denominations will be dealt with mo'r_e at lengthe It
is not our purpose to go back and trace the different causes
underlying each one of the schisms, but rather to follow the de-~
velopment of the movements which came out of the different schisms,.

ae The Founding and Growth of the Cumberland Presbyter-

lan Churche

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church was a direct outgrowth
of the Cumberland Presbytery which had been dissolved by the Kon-
tucky Synod in 1806, After the commission, which had been appoint~
ed by synod to investigate the affairs of the Cumberland Presbytery)
had finished its work the revivalist members of the dissolved presby-
tery formed themselves into & councile The purpose of this council
was to assure united and uniform action for their cause.

In May, 18,07“,’ ‘_the council sent & letter to the '\Greneral
Assembly. In this letter they told why they had been 19,6.‘ to 1li-
¢ense men who did not possess the required educational qualificom
tions, and also explained that the exception had been permitted
concerning the adoption of the Confession of Faith because of
."the concise mammer in which the highly mys:keiious doctrine of
éivine decrees is therein expressed, which was thought led to
:Eatality."l

The Assembly answered this appeal by pointing to the

e % 006 00 0 0

1o Howard and Hubbert, ope. cite, pe 462



~124~

fact that their conduct in licensing and ordaining persons who
did not possess the qualifications "required by the Book of Dis-
eipline', and that their not demanding an "gxplicit 'adpption‘oi’
me»Confession of Faith" were the causes oi’ the evils which they
were experiencing. The Assembly also pointed out to the members
of the council the dangers into which the course of action they
had instigated was almost certain to leads Assembly stated that
it was not within their jurisdiction to take any official action
concarniﬁg the appeal which the members of the councillhad made:,‘
but that their case would have to be reviewed by synod; they were
referred to synod's decision with regard to their casecl

At the éame time the Assembly sent & letter to the
Kentucky Synod in which they reférzed to the "questionable regu~
1a_rity" of synod's actions in their relations Vwith the dissolved
presbyﬁery and with those of its members whom they had seen fit
to deposes It was hoped by the Assembly that by the use of dis-
cretion the Cumberland Presbytery might be re-established, and
that those of its former members and licentiates who had iaean
deprived of their rightful offices by the action of synod might be
restored to their places of "ministerial usefulness" without
"gaorificing either the doctrines or goverment of our Ghu_t_-oh."z
- Following the Assembly's suggestion the synod did rairiew
its action, but the letter it semt the Assembly concerning the
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matter indicates quite clearly that its members had no intention
of w@th,drawi:;g from the stand which thgy had takea in relation to
the dissolved presbytery or its deposed ministers and licentiates,
Synod's argument concerning the action which they had taken was
based-upon one statement contained within the Book of Discipline:

"The Synod have power to redress whatever hath 'been'done
by Presbyteries contrary fo ordere” 1

In 1808 three members of the couneil, MoAdow, McGee,
and Hodge, >addrerssed a second petition to the Assembly. The
Assembly refused a second time to hear thelr appeal because it had
not come up through the regularly constituted channels,

In an effort to secure reconciliation the members of the
council next appealed to the Transylvania Presbytery to act as
mediator in the cases The Transylvania Presbytery refused to act
in this capacity as long as those who niadg the appeal‘wer,e willing
to countenance "an equivocal” adoption of the Confession of Faith,
They stated thaﬁ a union in tm't;ruﬁ’cb. and reality" was not possible
as long as one group damanded é.doPtion of the ,\;zhole 'Gohfassion
while the other required it %o be adopted only in paft. It was
quite evident that no relief was to be gained from this sburce as
long as neither group was willing to "glve in" to the other.
Accordingly, in 1809, the council dispatched another petition to the
Assembly "praying for redrvess". The Assembly also had before it at
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this time both the mimites of the Kentucky Synod and a letter

from that body explaining its proceedings. Iyle presented the
cause of the synod so successfully that the Assemb]_.y voted unan-
imously to sustain the action which synod had taken concerning

the Cumberland Presbyterye This unanimous endorsal of the measures
adopted by the synod together with this third refusal oﬂ the part
of the Assembly to extend to the council the relief vhich it sought
made impossible any hope of reconciliation.

Therefore the revivalists formed the independent Cumber-
land Presbytery in February; 1810, The three original members of
this presbytery were Finis Ewing, Semuel King, and Sammel Mcidow,
The first official act of the new Organizétion was the ordination
of Ephriam Molean. In the autumn of 1810 Williem Mc@ee became &
member of the Gumberland Presbyterye It contimied to grow until
in October, 1813: |

"y o o thres and a half years after lts organization, the
Presbytery had so inoreased in numbers, and in extent of
the territory occupied, as to make ifs division into three
Presbyteries and the formation of a Synod necessary, The
Synod was named the Cumberland Synod, and was made up of
the Presbyteries of Nashville, logan and Elk. « « The
formation of the Synod was the final act of separation."l

be The Doctrine and Polity of the Cumberland Church,

The Westminster Confession contimed to be the creed of
the Cumberland Church until 1814, and those who were licensed or
ordained were required to "receive é.nd adopt" it "except the ldea
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of fatality which seems to be taught under the mysterious doctrine
of pred.est;inz'a.t5.on.”:L The Confession was revised in 1814 and differ~
ed from the Westzniﬁster»confession in that it “was designed to b; a
popular statement of doctrine emphasizing hmnaf; :esponsibility."z
The Cumberland Presbyterian Church has always been completely “

Presbyterian in its polity,

Ce Union with the fresbyterian Churche

In 1903, after the "mother" church, the Presbyterian
Church in ﬁhe United Sj;atas of Ameriéa, had revised its Confession
of Faith the Gemeral Assemblies of both churches appointed com-
mittees to consider the matter of union. A basis of union was
formulated which was ratified by the presbyteries of both churches,
Considerable opposition to the proposed plan of union arose within
the Cumberland Ghurqh‘;,ﬂ and when the union was consummated in 1906
a minority group, deférmining to continue "and perpetuate the
Genoral Assembly of the Gumberland‘Prasbytérian;Churdﬁi"s organ-~
ized and declared 1tself to be the Cumberland Présbyterian Church,
The General Assembly of the newly organized Gumberla;zd. Church held
its first meeting in Dickson County, Temnessee, "the birthplace

of the demomination," |

3¢ The Christian Churche
While the Cumberland Presbyterian controversy was taking
place in southern EKentucky and northern Tennessee, & second con-
® b e e s e s

1, Howard and Hubbert, ope cite, De 470
%o Religious Bodies: 1926, p. 1140.
3e Ibide, Pe 1148,



=128

troversy, which centered around doctrinal questions end the adoption

of confessions developed into the so=called "New Light Schism".

ae Schism in the Synodes
In 1803 a motion came before the Kenbucky Synod calling

for the examination of two members of the Washington Presbytery,
Richard McNemar end John Thompson, who had "been condemmed by their
presbytery for holding ;morthodox views."l While the motion was be=
ing considered a paper was presented to the synod by Messrse Marshall,
Stoﬁe, McNenmar, ‘l‘hompson‘, and Dunlavy, protesting against the pro=
ceedings of the Washington Presbytery in condemning McNemar and
Thompsone In this protest they declared that the minutes of the
presbytery gave a "distorted amd false" representation of McNemarts
sentimentse In it they also claimed the privilege of "interpreting
the Scriptures by itself according to Section 9 Chepter lst of the
confession of faith" gz(“The infgllible rule of interpretation of
Seripture is the Seripture itselfe") They maintained that the doc=
trines of grace are "darkened by some expressions" in the Confession,
and complained that when they attempted to "obviate these difficulties"
they were charged with departing from the standards of the churche
Since they could not "in conscience acknowledge" the Confession of
Faith they bade adieu to the synod:

"ntil through the providence of God it seem good to your

Revtd Body to adopt a more liberal plan respecting human

oreeds and confessionses”" 3
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Since committees eppointed by synod in an effort to
bring ebout & reconciliation with the five protestants failed in
their task synod moved to "suspend Messrse Marshell, Dunlevy, Mc-
Nemar, Stone, and Thompson from the exercises of all functions of
the gospel minii'bry, wntil sorrow end repentance for the above schism

be manifestede®

be The Springfield Presbytery.

Protesting that they did not wish to leave the Presbyter=-
ian Church they organized themselves into a new presbytery which
they called the "Springfield Presbyterys" Concerning this orgeni-
zation Stone wrote:

"Under the name of Springfield Presbytery we went forward
preaching and constituting churches; but we had not worn
our name more than & year before we saw 1t savored of a
party spirite With the man~-made creeds we threw it overe
board, end took the neme Christian = the name given to the
disciples by divine sppointment first at Antioch." 2

On June 28, 1804, "The Last Will end Testament of the Springfield
Presbytery" was issuede This curious document, drawn up in the
legal language of a will, mentions the disposition of eleven itemse
It reads in part as followss

"We will, that our neme of distinetion, with its Reverent
title, be forgotten, that there is but one Lord over God's
heritage, and his name onee"

™Yo will, that the people henceforth teke the Bible as the
only sure guide to heavene « o"

"We will, that preachers and people, ocultivate a spirit of
mitual forbearance, pray more and dispute lessse « o

"We will, that the Synod of Kentucky examine every member,
* e o o 9 o‘o .
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who may be suspected of having departed from the Confession
of Faith, and suspend every heretic immediately; in order
that the oppressed may go free, and taste the sweets of
gospel libertye® 1
ce Development of the Christian Churche
The new movement experienced a rapid growth; the seceding
ministers had carried most of the members of their former congrege=
tions with them into the new churche The name Christian which was
adopted by the members of the movement in 1804, probably was respon=-
sible in part for the early success of the new denominatione The
unwillingness to subscribe to sny men-made creed was also a factor
contributing 4o the ready support which it founde Concerning this
very point the church experienced its first serious difficulty, for
the refusal to sdopt a creed made the Christians an easy "prey to
strange doc'l:r:':.nes.“2 Quite a few of the members of the new church
including tﬁree of its preachers, Houston, McNemar, snd Dunlavy,
were soon won over to Shakerisme
Because of the "havoc wrought by the Shakers", and be-
cause of the controversy over baptism which stirred the Christians,
two original members of the movement, Marshall and Thompson, were o
convinced that the adoption of & simple doctrinal statement of "a
few fundamental truths™ was essentiale A meeting was called to
consgider this qjuestion‘, but it was decided by the majority "to abide
by the prineiple that the Bible should be their guide in rel:i.g:'mn."3
As & result of this decision Marshell and Thompson both returned to
the Presbyterian Churche

® & o & @ ¢ o

le The Last Will and Testement of the Springfield Presbytery; in
Fortune, ope cite, ppe 48, 49.

2e Ibido, Pe 53¢

3e Ibido, Pe 53e



One of the most importent events in the history of the

Christien Church in Kenbucky was their union with the Disciples.l

The Disciples were the members o:é the movement which had been

'inaugurated by Alexander Campbelle This union between the Kentucky

branches of the two organizations was perfected on New Yearts Day,

1832, at Lexingtone The united body became knoﬁn as either Disciples

or Christians, “with preference for Christiens as the years pa.ssecl.“2
The movements originally sponsored by Campbell and Stone

have experienced both unions and schisms; during their comparatively

short history their paths have crossed, mingled;, end divided until

today it is practically impossible to trace the exaoct defvelojpment

of eny one of them without accounting for the others out of which

it has grown, or which have grown out of ite Three of these groups

which exist at the present time are commonly lmown as: first, the

Christiens; second, ;bhe Disciples; and third, the Churches of Christe

de The Shakerse (The United Society of Believerse)

When ‘one considers the excesses which attended the west=
ern revival one i’s not surprised to discover that some of those who
- strongly favored and: encouraged emotional extremes were in the end
" won over to the cause of the Shakerse

Shakerism began in England; Jane Wardley was probably the
founder of the movement, but Ann Lee was its first outstanding lead=-
ers She claimed that the Holy or Mother Spirit was manifested
through her as the Father Spirit had been manifested through Jesuse
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She was also convinced that the "undirected use of the sexual re=-
lation" was the root of evil in the worldj for this reason the
Shekers adoptéd celibacy as one of their original tenetse

In 1774 Ann Lee with eight followers miérated to America
and esteblished a community in New York. "Mother Ann" died in 1784
but the work was carried on by her followerse Because of the missione
_ary efforts of the group a large body of believers was soon scattered
throughout New York and New Englande The accounts of the western
revival came as gobd news to the Shekerse Three of their mission=
aries set out for the West on January 1, 1806« Among the converts
which these missionaries made were Richard McNemar and John Dunlavy,
two of the founders of the Christian Ghurch.‘

The fundamental principles of Shakerism, in addition to
the one already mentioned, are "peace or nonresistance, brotherhood,
and community of goods."l They claimed new revelations which were
superior to the old ones recorded in the Bible, and according to
Stone'ts testimony they also claimed the power to perform 11::’Lra.<3leso2
Since it was well adapted to catch the attention of those who were
carried away with the emotional excesses of the revival the Shaker
movement succeeded in winning away meny of the Christien's new con-
veortss

Unlike the Cumberland Presbyterians and the Christians
the Shakers were not a product of the revival, rather they were
opportunists who took advantage of the situation created by the
revival to win converts for themselvese Unlike the other two groups
they did not make serious in-roads into any other group; rather they
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acted as a reservoir which received, and welcomed the more fanati-
cal element produced by and partially responsible for the extrava-

gances which attended the revival movemente

5e Conclusion.

Due to the disputes within the church 'concerning' the
excesses of the revival; because of disaéreements over the educa-
tional requireménts which the church demanded of its ministry; on
socount of the controversy relating to the doctrinal amd credal
standards of the church; and as a consequeﬁce of the eccleslastical
differences growing out of these, divisions wére brought about in
Western Presbyterianisme These divisions proved to be detrimental
to its immediate interests at least, for as a result of serious
schisms the potential influence of Western Presbyberia.nisin was
greaély curtailede The Presbyterian Church did add large numbers
to its membership as a result of the revival, but it failed to
benefit by the movement when considered from the point of membership
alone to the same extent as the Methodists and Baptistse ‘

Be The Effects of the Revival upon the Organized Activities
of the Presbyterian Churche

The Great Revival was largely a prodﬁct of the missionary
and educational endeavors of the Presbyterian Church, and even though
it was the cause of schisms which resulted in the loss of many meme
bers for Western Presbyterianism, yet at the same time the frontier
revival proved to be a fruitful result of the organized efforts of
the church, for it in turn influenced the development of the Pres=
byterian Church's missionary and educational-laborse We will first

consider the relationship of the revival to the missionary work of
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the church, then we will consider it in its relationship to the
church's educational programs

1le Relationship of the Revival to the Presbyterian Home Missions
© Movemente

ae The Revival as a Product of the Misslonary Activities
of' the Churche
Although it was frequently slow in meéting the demands,
the Pres’byberian‘ Church was keenly aware of her responsibilities
towards her frontier memberse As early as 1722 the Synod of Phila-
delphia sent three ministers to carry on ﬁﬁssionary work among the
settlers in Virginiase All during the eighteenth Qentury the church
continued to appoint ministers to labor as missionaries for speci=
fied periods of time on designated fieldse Whenever it was possible
students and licentiates were also sent to the frontier settlements
- to engage in miséionary activitiese
In 1768 the Synod appointed e committee to prepare a plan
for missions among the Indianse The Synod had the welfare of both
the Indians and the whites living on the frontier in mind for they
proposed to send out workers:
e o o to relieve the unhappy lot of many in various parts
of our land who are brought up in ignorance; who on account
of btheir poverty and scattered habitations are uneble without
some assisbence to support the gospel ministry among them." 1
It was not possible to work out these missionary projects at that
time because of the hostile attitude of many of the Indians end
because of the approaching wars
During the last h:glf of the eighteen‘bh century many

® & & 0o & » &
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Presbyterian ministers followed the advencing tide of settlers

south into the Carolinas. Others crossed over the mountains to the
west and labored among the settlers in wesbern Pennéylvania and Ohio,
and still others went down into the valley of Vlrgmnla to work among
the Scotch-Irlsh who had settled there.

Beginning in 1789, the year of the first General Assembly,
the church was better prepared to go about the great task which lay
before ite At this first meeting of ‘the Assembly a’commiﬁtee appointe-
ed to devise means to cafry the missionary work of the church to the
frontiers recommended that at the next meeting two members "well
qualified" be employed "in missions on our frontiers"s The different
presbyteries were also ordered to raise contributions to support the
missionary work of the churche ‘In 1790, following the committee's
recommendation, two missionaries, Nathan Ker and Joshuas Hart, were
appointed to labor in the frontier settlements of New York end Penn=-
sylvania. " At each following meeting of the Assembly reports were
received concerning the missionary work which had been accomplished
during the past year aﬁd missionaries were appointed for the coming
yeare As a result of’these missionary efforts froniter congrega-
tions were established an& the work and influence of the church wes
greatly extendede Thus it was largely through the untiring efforts
of faithful Presbyterian missionaries that the way was prepared for
the Great Western Revivale

be The Revival as an Impulse to the Home Misszanary

Activities of the Churche
"The revivals which had begun in Kemtucky in the last days of

the eighteenth century, and were sweeping over the frontier,
e o o impressed the Church with the need of more aggressive
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missionary worke" 1
The minutes of the Assembly are witness to growing in=
terest in the missionary enterprise. With the passing of the years
the Assembly's interest and participation in the missionary phase
of its Wdrk increaseds In 1800 the Assembly reported:
"The sudcess of the missionary labours is greatly on the
increasee ¢ o Some hundreds of people have, in a short space
of time, been received into the commmnion of the churche e o
Only ten years have elapsed since the first missionaries were
sent out by the Assemblye Since that period some thousands
of families have settled on the frontier, who are rapidly
forming in societies in order to have the gospel preached
and its ordinances statedly administered among theme Now is
the time they need assistancee Their eyes are turned, snd
their applications addressed to this Assembly, as an instru=~
ment in the hands of the divine Redeemer to afford them the
necessary assistances" 2
(1) The Standing Committee of Missionse
The seme Agsembly made plems for the establishment of a
permanent fund to carry on the church's missionary endeavorse The
fully orgenized home missionary labors of the Presbyberian Church
date: from 1802 In that year, the same year in which the Synod of
Kentucky was formed; a Standing Committee of Missions was appointed-
by the Assemblye It was the duty of this committee to direct .
-+ all of the missionary endsavors of the Assemblye This great
forward step which was taken by the Assembly in order that it might
be better able to administer the work which it was undertaking, was
necessitated by the increasing need for laborers on the frontier
due to the great revivale
In spite of the progressive efforts of the church to keep
up with its missionary obligations still it is not surprising that

. &6 & & & o o o
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in 1803 the Synod of Kentucky felt caompelled to ask the Assembly
for aid in conducting needed mission activitiese
"On motion, it was agreed, that the request be granted, end
that that part of the country be considered under the care
of the General Assembly in missionary concernse" 1
(2) The Western Missionary Societye
The revival of missionary interest was quite generale The
Synod of Pittsburgh, at its first meeting, 1802, resolved itself
into the Western Missionary Societye The purpose of the society
was: 3 _
"To diffuse the knowledge of the gospel among the inhabitants
of the new settlements, the Indian tribes, end, if need be,
emong some of the interior inhabitents where they are not able
to support the gospeles™ 2
The esteblishment of the Western Missionary Society marked the
beginning of a series of missionary efforts which finally resulted

in the organization of the Board of Foreign Missions by the Genersl

Assembly in 1837

(3) The Board of Missionse
The Presbyterien Church hed always been interested im
the missionary enterérise but as the following figures show, this
‘interest was unusvually great during the opening years of the}een-
turye In 1803, ome year after the establishment of the Standing
Oommittee of Missions, the Assembly sent out five missionaries; in
1807 fifteen were appointed; forty in 1811; forty-six in 1813; end
in 1814 fifty-one ministers were commissioned to serve as missionaries
in the different frontier settlementse Atlleast thirteen, or over
I R A
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one-fourth of these fifty-one missionaries who were appointed in
1814, were assigned to labor in Kentucky and Temmessees

By 1816 the missionary activities of the church had
grown so that the Committee felt called upon to recommend "g
change of style, and eﬁlargement of the powers of the Standing
Committee of Missions."1 The Committee then recommended that the
Ustyle" be changed for that of the Board of Missions; that its
membership be increased; and that its powers be enlarged so that

it might have the authority to appoint missionariese

ce Conclusion.

It is a great temptation to claim more than one can prove
concerning the relationship which existed between the Great Western
Revival and the home missionary movement within the Presbyterian
Church, but it is quite evident that each had o tremendous influence
upon the othere Obviously the systematic efforts which the church
adopted "towards supplying the destltute portlons of our country
with the preachlng of the gospel“ were largely instrumental in
bringing about the western revivale It is likewise certain that
the revival impressed the church with the necessity for a gtill
more aggressive program, and as a consequence the Assembly organ=- .
ized agencies in order to be better prepared to meet the increased
demands for missionaries ﬁhich were pouring in from the frontier
sections of the country.

e & 9 o o & o
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2e The Revival in its Relationship to the Educational Program
of the Presbyterian Churche

ae The Educational Background of the Presbyterian
Ministers who Participated in the Revivale

In relation to the missionary endeavors in which the
church engaged on the frontier the question naturally arisss »

"How, and where, didfbhese frontier preachers receive their pre-
paration?" This question is especially appropriate when we recall
the fact i:hat the church refused to lower its educational standards
to meet the frontier situatione

The history of American Presbyterianism's orgenized
eduéational efforts goes back to the days of William Tennent, the
"father" of Presbyberian educetion in this countrye About 1720
Temnment founded his Log ‘Céllege in Neshaminy, Pennsylvanise When
Tennent died in 1745 his échool we.s closed, but it had served its
purpose so well that the Synod of New York took immediate steps to
perpetuate ite Under the care of the synod it was reopened in .
Elizabeth, New Jersey, in 1746, and was moved to Prinoe‘boh in 1753
Many of the ea;rly Presbyterian ministers who settled in the west,
as John MeMillan, David Rice, Sammel Dosk, and numerous otﬁers,
'were‘ graduates of Princeton Collegeol .

* Two otﬁer feamous Presby‘bei‘ian "og Colleges" of the early
days were the ones founded by John McMillan and Thaddeus Dod in
western Pennsylvaniae Some of the men who prepared for the ministry
under MeMillants guidence afberward became his dssociabtes in the
first western presbytery, Redstonee Ome of the best known among
the men who were trained by-McMillan, end one in whom we are greatly

e & 0 0 0 0 0 o
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interested in our present study, was James McGreadye In 1791
McMillen and others opened an academy at Canonsburg, which was re-
chartered in 1802 as Jefferson Collegee
Hempden=-Sidney Academy was established by the Hanover
Presbytery in 1776 in Prince Edward County, Virginies Liberty Hall
was established in the same year in which Hampden-Sidney was founded.
The influence which these two Virginia institutions exerted upon the
Western Revival is indicated in the following statement by Davidsons:
“0f the clergy who entered Kentucky during the last ten years
of the century, several belonged to that noble band of youths
whose hearts God had touched in the blessed revival of 1787=
88, which commenced in Hampden=-Sydney College, and extended
to Liberty Halle" 1
Due to this revival which visited these two institutions the Synod
of'Virginia added a theological department to the latters
Meny other examples of pioneer Presbyterian educational
institutions founded for the education of its ministry might be
included with the few already mentioned, but enough have been con=
sidered to serve our present purposes for from those which we have
already noted it is easy to be seen that these early Presbyterian
educational establishments were closely related to the revival in
that they trained meny of the men whkoere responsible for, end
participated in the revivale It was from these end similar schools
that influential Presbyterian ministers were sent to the fromtier
to carry on their missionary laborse Thus they were instrumentel
in determining the course of Am rican Presbyterianisme
be The Increased Demand for Ministers Created by the
Revivale :
The Great Revival naturally created an immense demend

® @& & & o & o o
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for ministerse Thousands of new members were received into the
communion of the church as a i'esult of the revival, and consequent=
ly many new congregations were formede It was like=wise to be
expected that most of these congregations would be in fhe frontier
settlemonts where there had been but few before the coming of the
spiritual awakeninge Year after year calls came to the church for
more ministerse The church tried to meet these demands but the
supply of trained men failed to keep abreast of the demande Thus
the revival created a peculiar si’bx;.ation within the Presbyterien

Ghurch in respect to its ministrye

(1) Problems Involved in Meeting This Demande

The early presbyteries received many calls for ministers
from the frontier settlementse The problem which the chureh was
celled upon to solve in relation to these calls was thiss ‘should
the requirement of the church that all its candidates for the min-
istry have a liberal education be either temporarily or permenently
set aside in order that the church mightlbe able to respond to' these
meny calls? or should the church continue to insist upon an educate
ed ministry under all circumstances? The church decided in favor
of the latter course of action and continued to keep rigidly to its
standards of an educated ministry regardless of the existing condi-
tionse As a result of this policy the Presbyterisn Church was re=
sponsible for sending “‘;:he first body of college-~trained men" to the
frontiere

The solution of this problem naturally raised another onej
how was the church going to educate enough men for the ministry to
satisi‘gr the increased demand? There was but one answer to this

question; by increasing its educational facilitiese
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(2) The Enlarged Educational Facilities of the
Church Brought about by the Increased ‘Demand
for Ministerse

In 1809 the Gemeral Assembly heard a report from one of
its committees concerning the establishment of a theological
schoole This commnittee recommended that the church either establish
one "great school" in some convenient location within its bounds,
or that it found two such schools, one in the northern part of the
country and the other in the southern, or else that such schools
be established according to synods, one in each synode The follow-
ing year a detailed report prepared by the same commitbtee was read
before the Assemblye The way in which the frontier influenced this
contemplated move of the church is clearly seen by the first resolu=
tion of this report which read as followss

"Resolved, That the state of our churches, the loud and
affecting calls of destitute frontier settlements, and the
laudable exertions of various Christian denominations around
us, all demend that the collected wisdom, piety, and zeal of
the Presbyterian Church be, without delay, called into action,
for furnishing the church with a large supply of able end
faithful ministerse” 1

In the same Assemblyt!s letter to the members of the
church the following reasons, among others, are given why this
proposed action on the part of the Assembly should have the backing
of the church as a wholes

"Consider the pressing class of large amnd flourishing churches,
who solicit in vain for ministers to break to them the bread
of lifee Consider the loud and affecting cries of meny des-
titute settlements, which know nothing of those precious priv-
ileges with which you are surroundede Considere e ¢ the inter-
ests of religion, for which you profess to feele o o 2

The idea met with general approval, and in 1812 Princeton
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Theological Seminary, the first seminary to be established by the
Presbyterian Church in America, was openeds When the seminary was
first épened the General Assembly risked electing only one professor,
Dre Archibald Alexander, to its faculty, but in 1813 Dre Sa:m:te.l
Miller was chosen to assist Dre Alexender in the worke Princeton
Seminary opened in 1812 with three students but by the next May its
student body had increassed from three to fourteene
QOther Presbjherian semineries established during the first
few decades of the century were: Auburn, 1821; Union, Richmond,
Virginia, founded by the Presbytery of Hanover in 1821; Maryville,
Tennessee, 1821; and Western Theologica.l Seminary, Pittsburgh, 1828,
"In addition to the colleges and the semiﬁé.ry which the

church controlled it was soon apparent:

"In many cases young men of piety and promise who were looking

forward to the ministry would need help to emnable them to teke

the long and expensive training which the Church required of

her ministerse Hence arose the demand for a Board of Educatione"l
As early as 1771 the Synod proposed to support young men "of piety
and parts at learning" who desired to enter the ministry so that the
meny vacancles might be supplied with ministerse This action anti-
cipated the Board of Education which was established in 1819 for the
purpose of assisting the presbyteries in educating “pious youth for

_ o 2
the gospel ministry, both in their academical and theological courses"

Ce Conclusione

"Unlike the still small voice, or the softly flowing waters
of Siloa, the Great Revival of 1800 rather resembled the
whirlwind, the earthqueke, the impetuous torrent, whose track
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was marked by violence and desolatione" 1
The above deséription is not completely adequate, but it

does present a vivid picture of that phase of the revival which we
considered in the first part of this chaptere It was due to the
fact that the movement did rush on like an "impetuous torrent” that
the church out of which it had come was rent asunder by irreconcii-
able divisionse Differences among the revival leaders, which under
normal conditions might have been righted, developed into serious
schisms which greatly influenced the destiny of Westernm Presbyter-
"ianisme Had the following timely admonition of the General Assembly
to the contending perties in the "New Light Schism" been heeded the
course of Presbyterianism in the West would have been materially
alterede

"We beseech you brethren, yet, receive one another in the

spirit of love end forbearances Remember how divisions and

contests between men, engaged in the same glorious cause,

will wound the hearts of sincere Christianse s o3 remember

how apt they are to embitter the meek spirit of the gospel,

and to quench the zeal of genuine piety, in the unholy

passions of strifle and contention; remember, we entreat you

for the love of Christ, how the adversary will blaspheme and

rejolce, and the Redeemer be wounded in the house of his

friendse" 2
But under the influence of the excitement which attended the revival
"Christian charity" was cast aside and the differences which had
sprung up among its leaders were permitted to develop into insurmounte
able barriers which permenently separated those workers who should
have continued to labor side by side in the advancement of the cousee

Without the revival the extravagances which served to
separate its leaders would never have existed, but as to whether the
e ® o % ¢ & ¢ O
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differences of opinion concerning the standerds of an educated
ministry and the contentions relating to the doctrinal and credal
statémen’cs would have developed independén‘bly of the revival is
open to questione This one thing is evident; all of the differences
which had either been lying dormant under the surface s OT which were
brought 'into being by the movement itself, were fanned by the intense=
ness of the revival spirit into "flames of discord" which rent the
churche I{: was because of the two great schisms, the Cumberland,
and the Christien, that Dre Alexander was led meny years later to
says

"The truth is - and it should not be concealed = that the

general result of this great excitement was an almost total

desolation of the Presbyterian churches in Kentucky end

' Tennesseee" 1 ‘
Even though i‘b is generally agreed that the revival move=
ment ﬁas, in part at 1éast s detrimental to Presbyberian inbterests
in the West, yet Dre Alexandert!s statement is, in spite of his
proven integrity and the authofity with which he speaks, evidently
overdrawne It is also misleading in that it calls attention to only
one of the effects of the revival upon the church in the Weste
Just as the revival was, to a great exbtemt, a fruit of the

missionary and educational efforts of the church, so it in turn gave
added impulse to these two movements, ‘andA since the church refused
to lower its standards concerning an educated ministry, there was
bﬁt one thing fox; it to do; emlarge its educational facilitiese It
cenniot be determined with any great degree of certainty as toc just
how fer the western phase of the revival was responsible for the

* & ¢ & ¢ o 8

le In g letter to the Editor of the "Watchmen and Observer", dated
Septe 5th, 1846; in Davidson, ope cite, pe 189



=146=

multiplied missionary and educational activities of the church
which resulted in the establishment of the Board of Missions in
1816, the Board of Education in 1819, and the founding of Prince=-
ton Theological Seminery in 1812 But the accounts of the Assembly
together with the obviously increased missionary and educational
efforts of the church witness to the fact that the movement acted
as & powerful stimlus in spurring the church on to new and greater

achievements in the missionary and educational fieldse
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

It has been the purpose of this study to exsmine the
Kentucky Revival of 1800 from the Presbyterian standpoint in order
to discover and trace the influence of Presbyterianism upon the
revival and also the effects of the réﬁ‘iva.l movement upon the Presg=
byterian Churche This examination has disclosed the fact that a
close relationship existed between the two, and that due to the
nature of this relationship each necessarily exerted a definite
influence upon tfxe othere

A careful investigation of the relationship which existed
between the Kentucky Revival and the Presbyterian Church has revealed
the following facts: The Great Revival visited the different sections
of our country when it was most desperately needede It succeeded
in meeting this need in a very real ways The traditional policies
andﬂpractices of the church relating to its educational end mission=-
ary activities as well as to its educational and credal standards
and its insistence upon the maintainance of "law ‘and order" within
the church were instrumental in determining the essential quality
of the relationship which bound the two togetheres The church was
largely responsible for the existence and course of the revival,
but on the other hand the frontier revival exerted a great influence
upon the interests of American Presbyterienisme It served to con=-
firm the importence which the church placed upon its frontier work,
end at the same time it had a definite effect upon the power and
influence of the church in the Weste The Kentucky Revival was
responsible for the extension of the educational and missionary pro-
grams and facilities of Americen Presbyterianisme

In view of these facts which have been revealed through

=-148=
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the medium of our study we are led to draw the following conclusions
concerning its place and importance: In discovering the nature end
extent of the relationship which existed between the Kentucky Revival
and the Presbyterian Church we have been brought into a deeper con=
sciousness of the contributions which the church made through the
agency of the revival to American Protestantism and to Americen
civilization by acting as an uplifting influence upon the religious
and moral life of the natione Other contributions of Presbyterienism
to the development of American Christianity which cammot be separated
from those Jjust referred to, and which ere distinctive to the Pres=
byterian Church, lay in its strict adherence to its traditional ed=
ucational and credal standards, and in the unfaltering stand which
it took concerning the less desirable practices which were associated
with the revival.movemente

We have observed how the church's stand in relation to
these particular problems led to divisions which greatly decreased
its influence along the frontier sections of the countrye Neverthe-
less, in spite of the immediate losses which the church suffered
because of these divisions it is evident that "in the long run" the
position of the church, and thus the position of Americam Christian-
ity, was strengthened through its adherence to certain of its funda-
mental principlese By refusing to conform to the demands which were
made upon it during the period of extreme excitement it added & much
needed "steadying" influence to frontier religious thought and
practices

The greatest benefit gained from this study is that it has
enabled us to arrive at a clearer conception of the situation in

which we find ourselves at presente There are striking similarities



=150-

betwe?n the general social and religious conditions of contemporary
Americe and those which existed iﬁ this country at the close of the
eighteenth centurye We have been given a better understanding of
the part which a great revival movement played in the development

of our national and religious life at that time, and we are there~
fore brought to the conclusion that what has been done can be done
again, and that a similar revival could bring about a like change

in contemporary life and thoughte. Our study has also led to a deeper
asppreciation of the "permenent deposits" which Presbyterianism has
ieft among the religious and social characteristics of our land, and
of the debt of gratitude which present day Americe owes to the Pres=

byterian Church in the United Statese
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