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EDUCATIONAL VIEWPOINTS OF THE WISDOM LITERATURE 

IN THE BIBLE. 

Chapter 1. 

Introduction. 

l.Purpose of the Studx. As never before men are seeking the best 

methods of education. Many experiments have been tried and tested, 

some definitely belonging to one school, some to another, some for•ng 

an eoleotic system. As yet, perfection has not been pronounced 

a.ny. Is the weakness of our modern educa.t ion due to its failure 

to recognize what the Bible and experience so clearly teach about 

the fundamental nature of man? Has the Wisdom literature anything 

to offer of a cons truoti ve nature? If not, what does it lack'? 

The purpose of this investigation is to throw light upon these 

questions. At the same time the opportunity is presented to male a 

critical comparison of this literature with the educational vie we 

of other portions of Scripture. 

With reference to the first question stated above; an 

article appeared recently in a German publication to the effect 

that eighty•three German neurologists and. insanity specialists have 

published a pressing call not to take Christian teaching from the 

young, i.e. 1 in the German public schools. "In the present (l} 

lamentable struggle of political parties over the schools, "they aar, 
"attempts are being made, in a folly truly irresponsible, to shake 

the foundations of Christianity. We, the undersigned insanity and 

(1) Psycbiatrisch-Heurologisch.e Woohenacbrift, No.49. QUoted in 
the Sunday School Times, Feb. 11, 19281 p.ao. · 
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with the first movement the divine Kind. It 

its own, was effeot ive in o reat1on1 
1 play1 

an existence of 

before Jehovah, in-

toxicated 'vith light. Its play is creation. Aa it moves in grace 

and r before Him, its exquisite, articulated and 

bearing elves with a divine harmony, every movement embodies 

itself in some creative work. And re the divine bea.uty and power 

of 1 ts moven1ents were moat conspicuous lights epest, was 

in the habitable et:~rth, and with the children of men.• (1) Thi&J 

is taken to be the •Logos• of John's Gospel: •In the beginning was 

the Word, a.nd the Word was with God, the Word was God.. All 

things were rna. de by Him, and wi th~mt Him waa not anything made that 

wa.e made. • The description aa given in Proverbs is in the intro• 

duotory portion, 

literature. 

ia the high water all the Wisdom 

4. The place of Wiedo~ Literature in the,Bible. 

a. The origin. The origin of the Wisdom literRture may be traced to 

huma.n need. Yen are reached variously, eome by authoritative command, 

others through their emotions by way ritual a.nd form, a few may 

learn through the experience of others, a.nd many respond to the 

intellectual appeal. All these means were used at some time or other. 

The prophet's stern, "Thus eaith the Lord•; the priest's effective 

ritual; the psalmist's reonal experience; and the Wise men's appeal 

to the intellect - comb~ned to help man. The Wi literature 

especia.lly occupies itself with> the universal moral and reli ous 

prinoi that are applicable to all human life. (2) 

b. The purpose. The purpose which Proverbs declares ie t"o •give 

Davidson, P• 80. 
Eisel en, p. 83, 
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•There is no violence in my hands, 
And .• (16:11} 

Jtven 

death uinta tb 

exults in denied God. He 

seeks Bi f • t t 

to desired a : •But your reproof, 

it reprove?• (fh25) Be hie 

I refrain 

es his ohi 

too reo t l 

•Behold cs away.a man, 
Neither will Be uphold the vvil•doere.• (8:20} 

There is nothing new in this to Job: 

•of a truth I know t it so,• and he follows it with 

a )Jreat BUT, and thiS seems to be his problem, 

the question, 

a.speot: •But 

one t res man 

oan man be jus~ with God?• (9:2; 

For this prea~nption of trf1ng 

God,Job is reproved by hie third friend, Zophar, 

•xnow therefore thAt God exaoteth 
iniquity erveth. 

Canst thou by searching out God? 
Oanet ou find the Almighty unto 

Zophar on to be the God in 

t wioe 

God 

25-tft) 

this 

eeoret of 

now says; 

thine 

ion?•(ll:6) 

height, 

breadth, depth, length, and : •But vain man 11 

void ,• This is all so familiar to Job he re• 

plies with irony: •No doubt but ye are tre people, 
And shall e with you. • ( :2) 



I 
I 
I 
p 

I 
I 
I· 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Ill 
I 
I 
I 

: 

. ' 

And later he says: 

•to, mine 
ear 

-aa- · 

What ye know, the same I 
I am inferio~ to you.• 

They are the 

depend upon. Suddenly he awakes to 

it. 

And they are all 

real support of 

friendship; •Even now, behold, my witness :in ven, 
And Be that vouoheth me :is on high. 
My ft•i ends eo at me: 
But mine eye poureth out tears unto God. (16:19) 

• • • • • • • • • • 

I, even I, 11 eee on my side, 
And mine eyes 1 b ehold1 
And ae a stranger; 
My heart is consumed thin me.• (19:27) 

Be still a clear recognition of life on earth, 

still thinks he is unjustly dea.lt with, and is sixc ere his 

demand th~t God shall justify Himself as truly Godlike this 

, mysterious circumstance. He feels him.s safe in the v ery hands 

that have stricken him as he e not :in those hie so-called 

friends. They prefer their logio to a. sympathetic striving to find 

out the truth. Job wants 3ustiflcetion. (l). 

9·AnalOiJ of Job to Scripture as a Whole. The background of Job's 

life is the same ae t opening Oeneai a, and there fore, 

of mankind • untried, unproven, and untested huma.n righteousness in . 

an environment bappineee. In both c a see 1 the:re also the 

intnlaion of Satan, bringing d.eath and dieeaee, followed by man's 

attempt to recover man from hie fallen condition. A revelation fr011 

God makes known a divine provision, 

the Revelation, aa 

the 

Job 

(i) Interna.tional Standard Bible Dictionary. 

of Scripture, in 

man•e condition 
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