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THE CHRISTIAN DAY CAMP IN THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATICN PROGRAM

OF THE LOCAL CHURCHE

INTRODUCTION

Aes Statement of the Problem

The church has long been concerned with its summer pro-
gram for children. The evidence of this is seen in the number of

vacation church schools and resident camps that are held each year,

But even with these the words of LaDonna Bogardus strike with a
great impetus: "We are standing at the threshold of a movement that
may be as important tc the church as the Sunday School has been, "1
Her words have reference to day camping. Although the church has
only now begun to explore this field it is not a new one for many
groups have used it, The Girl Seouts particularly have done a great
deal of experimenting with the day camp progran.

During the sumwer of 19562 the writer spent two months worke-
ing in and directing the junior program of a church day camp, This
served to reveal the possibilities of this type of Christian Education
within the church. There are relatively few churches which have
attempted work in the field and thus it is wide open for further ex-
perimentation,

As a program is considered for the individual churech it is

L -* - ® * L ]

1. LaDonna Bogardus: "Day Camping Offers New Opportunity," Children's
Religion, May 1950, p. 7.

u‘v’i-



i
“
[N
Ste

H

Justi i’a@l@ to examine the available information on Hrl Scoub
day camps. There ars factors in their work which would be common
to the church camp. The church, however, will desire to include

certain principles of its own within the ares of Christisn education,

The purpose of this studyy therefore, is to examins the
Christian day camp as it can be used in the Christian ed

program of the church. This will include an snalysis of signifi-

of the prob-

lems that will be wmebl in such a program., Suggested solubions to

some problems

B, Jignificance of the Study

= <

The church is desirous of

Py
L]

Among bhe groups which have conducted

sbrong conviction as to their worth., This study will be profitable
£ i

bo thouse who ars eager to enter new fields of Christian education

1 to use bthem to their best asdvantage. The churches that have had

&

such camps recognize their great potentialitiss, They present an
the child into 2 knowledge of Christ and

charscter develop., OUne of the hardest basks

£y

3ivle is to bring it into their everydsy

¥

experience. In camp teaching becomes a mabber of living and princie
ples are pubt imbo pracbice then and there., Thus thelr workableness

is damonstrated,

v

erxtensive material has been written about Christisn day camping.

The sources contribubting any information are the Horthern Baptists,
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the Fresbyterian the Hat ganal Council of the Churches of Christ.
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In addition the Internabional Journal of Religious Bducation has

published various articles on the subjectht,.

Ce Delimitation of the Subject

Ages which can be included in the church day camp are four

through fourteen. With such a wide age grouping the church will need

grned with the jJuniors

alone, The technigues and s

This study of church day camping camnot be made until

what has already been used in the

during the summer., By looking ab
importance of

oses to sbudy

program of

ame values of the church resident camp, individual dsy camps, and

2

E
gm. ok
oy
&
5
i
“*‘i
@
L

L

$3
HE
ke
<]
5
fd
P

these programs

ond chapter, The first section will desl

ing programs applicable to

the church day camp. In the second parit of this chapler a similar
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CHAPTER I
DAY CAMPING AS AN ADDITION TO THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

PROGRAM OF THE LOCAL CHURCH




CHAPTER I
DAY CAMPING AS AN ADDITION TO THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PROGRAM OF THE

LOCAL CHURCH

A. Introduction

In the realm of vacation church schools the church hag long
been working effiéiently, and with the new emphasis in resident camp-
ing, summer programs have received congiderable sttention. These
two projects are discussed within the first chapter. This would in-
clude the need, value, objective, and program of each respectively.

They are studied with the possibility of adding day camp-
ing to the regular schedule of the church. Because of the newness
of the field the Scouting program is exemined for possible sugges-
tions. As a first step, Scout day camping will be défined and
objectives given. Following this the definition and objectives of
Christian day camping will be examined. 4s a result of the above
suggested study of the vacation church school and the resident ceamp
there is a more clear understending of the composition of the church
day camp.

Thig chapter then presents for consideration the new pro-
gram of Christian day camping as a possible appendage to the summer

program of the church.



B. The Church and Its Present Progrem

1. The Vacation Church School
a. Need for the Vacation Church School

Because of an awareness of the opportunities for Christian
education found in the summer months the church has developed an
extensive vacation churech school program. Boys and girls will them-
selves admit that they would rather have some planned activity dur-
ing idle months than have to resort comstantly to their own re-
sources. During the summer the idle child is open to many tempta-
tions.

The experiences of many persons working in the Sunday
Sehool have emphasized the inadequacy of the time available to
present proﬁerly even the vital facts and concerns of the Christian
life. If the only instruction a child receives is one hour on Sun-
day it is éasy to understand how insufficient his training must be.
Because of this, whenever the church discovers additional time for
instruction it will use it.

Not only from the viewpoint of the church but from within
the child himself there are needs which the vacation school helps
to meet. The committee on Vacation Religiocus Education lists these
as some of the basic ones: belonging, achieving, believing. Within
these three are bound the concept of security:

Loving relationships give a sense of belonging. Giving one's
self for others, for worthwhile purpose, makes possible a sense

. o » e e e



of achieving. Believing in Gody in others, and in onet's gelf
is essential-it is the 'faith one lives by.!

Each one can be realized as the child fits himself into the vacation
school schedule.

‘It has long been felt that the strength of the churech
lies in its young people. The potential of these young lives is
great but it must have training to bring it to realization. There-

fore, the avenue of the vacation months must be utilized.

b. Objectives of the Vacation Church School

The International Council of Religious Education has
established seven principles of Christian Education which would set
forth the purposes of a vacation church school as well as for other
prograﬁs. Using these principles as a basls each church will de-~
cide on its own specific aims as a result of its needs. Because of
this no attempt will be made to establish an absolute gtandard
which is always followed. The following suggestions have been made
by Sarah E. Green:

Vacation Church School is an excellent opportunlty to help grow-
ing persons:

1. +to experience the companionship and nearness of God.

2. to grow in their desire and ability‘to participate in mean-
ingful worship activities.

3. to understand more about Jesus' life and ministry.

1. International Council of Religiocus Education: Committee on
Vacation Religious Education, The Hour of Vacation Church
School, p. 1l4.
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4, %o practice Christ like ways of living by meeting square-
ly situations in everyday life and with inoreasingly Christian
attitudes,

5, to learn to plan, work, and play together, regarding the
right of others, ‘

6+ %o share in the fellowship and work of the church,
7. to appreciate and use the Bible.
8. %to learn to think clearly and to make intelligent choices
and declsions.l
¢. Values of the Vacation Church School

4s the church has appropriated this program it has dis-
covered many inherent wvalues, There is a longer period of time
spent sach day; therefore, the Bible study can be much more intew
sive, Because of this the boys and girls are mors quiqkly stimue
lated and interested in discovering things for themselves. The
consecutive sessions help to maintain interest in that there is not
that intervening week bebween meetings. When there is greater time
a number of worthwhile and interesting activities can bs planned and
axeoubed, presenting another obvious advantage., Beocause of the
lengthened time there can'be genuine living experiences ocarried out
which afford the best‘practice in Christian living.

From the viewpoint of the teacher the values are impor-
tant, She is better able to become acquainted with her pupils.
They in turn gain rapport with‘her, vThis becomes an excellant

‘e e v s & o

1. Sarah ®, Green: Planning the Vacation Church School For Boys
and Girls, pe. 8.



opportunity for the teacher to put into practice a variety of
teacﬁing methods. So often in the Sunday School there is not
the necessary time. This additional time enables the teacher
to acquire proficiency with these tools.

Because of the informality of the program the boys and
girls have a greater sense of freedom. This means the advantage
of group plamming and unhurried working on a project. The sched~
ule is not tightly bound up with plans that must be accomplished.

A ney idea for an activity may be further developed and carried
through.

There are many unchurched children reached during the
summer months who would otherwise never have any Chrisgtian instruc-
tion.l

The varied program teaches the boys and girls how to live
together. Now they have an opportunity under the best conditions
to practiee Christian conduct. The realization comes of the indi-
vidual responsibility of each person working and playing in a group.

As a result these personalities will be helped to grow toward maturi-

c 2
ty.

The increased interest in Biblical materials resulting :
from the vacation church school stkengthens the Sunday Sehool progrsm.
A consideration of the minister will reveal that this is one of his
best opportunities of learning to know the children.3 So often this

e o o & & =

1. ecf. Ethel Ristine: The Vacation Churech School, p. 14.
2. cf. W. Dyer Blair: The New Vacation Church School, p. 15.
3. cf. Ethel Ristine: op. cit., p. 10.



b

group is an unknown unit to him. .

The further‘advantage of a vacation school program is

the relatively low costs in comparison to the values gained by

teaching the boys and girls of Christ and His way of life.

1 The

vacation church school may be the instrument which will lead the

child into a knowledge of Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

d. Program of the Vacation Church School

In the above there was one suggestion made in regard to

the program--informality. There are other basic principles which

gshould be found. Green has expressed them ag desired experiences

lpc
50
6.

Fellowship or life in the group. This involves happy pupil-
teacher relationships, group planning, singing, handwork, and
other experiences.

Worship. A child should recognize a growing awareness of
God and a sense of His companionship.

Study experiences. Thege will be directed by the teacher
and lead into the various areas of Bible study, exploratory
trips, discussion, conversation, storytelling, and picture
study.

Sharing happily.

Play and recreation.

A sense of belonging to the church.2

Further suggestion is made concerning the worship experience. This

includes the various aspects of worship and their explanation. There

is the service of worship, the actual experience itself. Seccndly,

*+ * + e °

1. ef. J.M. Price, L.L. Carpenter, J.H. Chapman, eds.: Intro-
duction to Religious Education, p. 338.
2. Sarah E. Green: op. eit., pp. 18-20.



the training in worship which includes interpreting old hymns, mak-
ing Bible verses meaningful, and also studying poems and prayers.
And lastly, there is spontaneocus or informal worship which utilizes
those rare moments in the midst of study or a discussion.l

The International Journal of Religious Education states
that the program "must be sensitive to the needs and interesis of

the persons."z

2. The Church Camp
8. HNeed for the Church Camp

The camp takes all the values of Sunday School once a week and of

vecation school once a day, and adds a thrill and a glory to them

in & continuous living experience without interlude for a week or

longer.3
The church has begun to realize its opportunity in this area and to
use it for a unigue learning experience in the lives of the bhoys and
girls.

Within this éountry cemping is not 2 new program, for many

organizations such as the Scouts, 4-H Clubs, IMCA's, and YWCA's have
made this an important part of their schedule.* These camps have no

particular emphasis on spiritusl life; therefore, the church saw the

effeetive tool it could use but with this additional stress. The

1. ef. Ibid., pp. 27-28

2. International Council of Religious Education: Committee on
Vacation Religious Education, The Hour of Vacation Church
School, p. 42.

3. P.R. Hayward: "The Summer Camping Program of the Churches,"
International Journal of Religious Education, April 1945, p. 4.

L. ef. Fmma Bizer: "Day Camping," Children's Religion, April 1951,
p. 8.
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needs of older young people and adulits had been filled by conferences
but children had been neglected.l

Further, it is important that children escape from the mad
éace of modern living and gain an appreciation of God's handiwork.
So many children have no concept of the relation of the world they see
and experience around them and the One they hear about in Sunday School.

They need the unhurried life of camp also to learn about themselves.

b. Objectives of the Church Camp
Each church will deecide on its own purposes for the camp,
for they will be unigue to each situation. However, there are basic
prineiples which the Internmational Couneil of Religiocus Education has
established as objectives of church camping:

1. To provide an experience of Christian living through which
campers come to a better understanding of Christian prinei-
ples and teaching, as revealed in the Bible.

2. To provide an experience of living in the out-of-doors, and
to gain new knowledge of its rescurces, and develop sgkills

in using them.

3. To give campers & nevw perspective through the experience of
being away from home.

4. To help campers in their understanding of God and His purposes
ag they make discoveries about His work in nature.

5. To provide time for contemplation not always possible in other
parts of the program of the churech.

6. To let campers learn to worship God in new ways in the out-of-
doors.

¢« o o s s =

1. ef. Elizabeth Brown: Camps and Summer Conferences in
Lotz, Orientation in Religious Education, p. 340.



7. To aid campers, . through small group experiences within the
total camp group, to develop self reliance and responsibility
ag cooperative citizens of a Christian community.

8. To enable campers to have a wholesome and happy time.

9. To relate Christian growth in camp to life at home and the
church.

10. To aid in the process of developing genuine CEristian fellow-
ship based upon respect for individual worth.

Perhaps first and basic to thesge aims will be the one in-
cluded by Blankenship in her 1ist of goals for the Junior Camp. This
reads, "A goal is: to lead each child, at an understanding age, to
accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour."2 This assumption must not

be taken for granted but included as one of the objectives.

c. Values of the Church Camp
Brown states:

Camping is an actual twenty-four hours a day experience of Chrigs-
tian group-living in the outdoors, shared by campers and counsel-
ors alike. In this unique camp community the tools of living be-
come people, nature everywhere about you, the common experience

of the day, the heritage of your camp, your Bible, the gkills you
find in your hands--all these and many more! Camping is an oppor-
tunity for living at its best.3

Because the counselor is in contact with the camper during
every hour of the day he is aware of individual needs. He is able to
guide the thinking of the child into those areas where he can find a
solution te his problems. Because of his knowledge the leader is

1. International Council of Religious Education: The Special
Committee on Camps and Conferences, Toward Better Church Camp-
ing, p. 6.

2. Lols Blankenship: God!'s Plan for Life, p. 3.

3. Rodney Britton: Adventuring into Friendship, p. 6, quoted in
Brown, Camps and Summer Conferences in Lotz, Orientation in
Religious Education, p. 343.
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able to point the child to Christ as he discovers a searching heart
for a clearer understanding of this.l

For many children camping provides the new experience of
‘being away from parents for a period of time. Thus there cannot but
be personal development and a contribution toward real stability
within the child. He must become more self-reliant because of the
new respongibilities placed upon him.2

There is a new sense of wénder at what God has made as the
camper lives in the out-of-doors. To some this may be the first time
the meaning of God's laws in the natural world have been made real.
There will probably be a vast field of new hobbies and interests
opening up as a result of the unique experience.3

Even aside from any spiritusl values the social importance
of camping is great. Working with others in a group means there will
be adjustments to make, planning te do, a willingness to share, a
concern for others, plus the many new relationships which will have
to be incorporated into the camper's life if there is to be a happy
gituation. This might all be put in terms of democratic living.4

The Bible can become a new book to the child because of dis-

covery periods which are unhurried but have a real purpose which creates

a vital interest in the child. Worship which heretofore has been of

the formal type will receive new meaning in the background of God's world.

* & & & o @

1. ecf. "Let's Go Camping," Children's Work Bulletin, Spring 1951.

2. cf. Reynold E. Carlsonz "Why Send Them To A Church Camp," Inter-
national Journal of Religious Education, May 1950, p. 6.

3. ef. Elizabeth Brown: op. cit., p. 345.

L. cf. Elizabeth Brown: op. cit., p. 346.
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A1l these things contribute to the laboratory for Chris-
tian living. Children discover that Christ's teachings may be made
‘real in various situations which arise. Under these circumstances
a definite effort is put forth to relate all that happens to a new
opportunity for growth in the child's understanding of the Christian

life.

d. Program of the Camp
Religion ig knewn for what it is, that thch gives purpose and
quality to all of life. It permeates the entire day, succession
?f glorious days, in a wholly natural and uPObsﬁfusive way. It
is caught and taught in all areas of camp life.
This statement gives the essence of the entire program.
There will be time spent on nature study, in handerafts, in those
discovery periods where the Bible beging to live in the minds of the
boys and girls. An opportunity will come for plenty of sports and
games, swimming, free recreation. Yet, underlying all these activi-
- ties will be that oné purpose of helping the children understand how
religion can become a part of every phase of their living. But in
addition there will be those times of quieitness when the individual
is made directly aware‘of God. This will come in the morning praise,
the campfire, the vesper service, and cabin devotions.
It is in the varied informal program of the camp that it is
possible for each child to discover at least one area in which he can
excel. Blankenship hag made the remark that "many a child has found

¢ & & o &

l. Harry J. Stock: "Church Camps For All," International Journal
of Religious Education, April 1945, p. 4.
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& himself at camp when his special suggestion or service contribution

has been valued by the camp."l

C. The Inclusion of Day Camping in the Program

1. Day Canmping as Practiced in the Scouting Program
a., Definition of Day Camping

Day Ceamping is very simply camping by the day. This has
been a vital part of the Girl Scout camping program since 1921;2 An
individual troop or several itroops may meet together and go by char-
tered bus or public¢ transportation to a designated site. The usual
length of time spent there is six or eight hours. In these out-of-
door surroundings they carry én*all {types of activities and do all
those things found in the cemping situation except one--gtay over
night.3 The girls enjoy cooking a meal over the campfire, hiking,
learning of nature which they see all about them, participating in
the games and sporis.

The National Reecreation Agsociation states:

The most important emphasis in day camping, the thing that relates
it to camping and distinguishes it from the activities of the home,
the community center, or the playground is the emphasis upon nature.
Day camping is recreation in the out-of-doors.

This would confirm the major stress which the Girl Scout program places
in its plans.

A further description of the camp site will reveal certain
prineciples which define day camping more completely. There must be
. Lois Blankenship: "Juniors and The Church Camp," Child Guidance
in Christian Living, May 1951, p. 1l.
cef. The Day Camp Book, Girl Scouts of U.S.A., p. 4.

cf, Ibid.
Day Camping, National Recreation Association, p. 5.

MW
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opportunity for outdoor activity and the location must be sufficient-
ly close so that transportation will not become a mejor problem.
Today there are ﬁany children who never have the privilege
of‘spending even a week at camp. Although day camping is not a sub-
stitute for camping, at least there can be an enjoyment of nature
that mey be gotten through no other means. For some the cost of the
resident camp will be prohibitive, but day camping is available at
a minimum fee because of fhe low éxpenges. There are other children
vho, at first, never desire to go away to camps, but who, after their
experience at a day camp, become eager to participate in the even

greater advantages of regular camping.

b. Objectives of Day Camping
As was stated in the preceding section, the leaders of the
Girl Scouts have long recognized the value of outdoor activities in
the general development of the girls. Therefore, they have concen-
trated their emphasis on cemping as the valuable link with nature.
Because of this belief they have formulated certain goals for their
program, As found in the Girl Scout Msnual they are:

1. To stimulate real enjoyment and appreciation of the out-of-
doors through progressively adventurous experiences.

2. To provide training in citizenship through the give and take
of community living in which each girl has a part in planning
and carrying out the cemping program with the help of adult
leaders.

3. To contribute to the physical and mental well being of every

Girl Scout camper and to help in the development of suih gquali-
ties as resourcefulness, initiative and self reliance.

s e s s e

1. The Day Camping Book, Girl Scouts of U.S.A., p. 2-3.



These objectives are the Girl Scout camping objectives but are used
as standards for day camping as well.l

A suggestion for additional aims comes from the National
Recreation Agsociation:

1. The day camp experience should carry on the growing of school
and home.

2. Dey camping should aim at ereative play and creative education.

2. Day Camping in the Church Program
a. A Combination of Vacation Church School and the Church Camp

It has been stated emphatically that day camping is not a
vacation school adapted to the out-of-doors.> If this is true can any
part of the vacation church school program be utilized? In the pre-
ceding section the basic barts of the school program were given.
Among these there are meny things which can be incorporated into the
day camping program without making it merely a vacation church school
~ conducted outside.

Instead of spending the entire morning on Bible study with
its related activities, & specific hour will be given for this. With-
in that time the Bible will be explored, the various creative activi-
ties earried out, and Seripture memorized. This will be different
from the wacation school because of the concentrated study in the
realm of Christian Education during this definite time.

1. cf. Ibid., p. 3.

2. Day Cemping, National Recreation Association, p. 6.

3. LaDonna Beogardus and Argyle Knight: "Campers Who Go Home At
Night," International Journal of Religicus Education, January 1953,
p. 10.
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Within the two programs of vacation church school and
church camp there are many similarities. Because of this no clear
distinction can be made in some instances as to whether certain proj-

>ects belong to one or to the other. Since the next chapter will
handle the specific elements of the vacation church school which can
be used, no attempt will be made to do this here.

This program of Bible study with its related emphases is
completely foreign to the usual day camping situation. However, it
would not be foreign to the church camp and would be included in that
schedule without any question.

With this one idea forming part of the scheme the other
phases would be gotten from the church camp. As in the camping pro-
grem the emphasis has been on living, so every aspect of the child's
life at day camp would center around this too. Here again is the
natural laboratory for testing basie Christian attitudes.® In the
most spontaneous way'possible the nature study, wooderaft, handeraft,
games, recreation would all have integrated into them basic Chris-

tian truths.

b. Objectives of Christian Day Camping
The objectives of the day camp will not be any different
from those of the regular church camp. Because the standard used for
the church camp was that esteblished by the International Council of

Religious Education no attempt will be made to repeat the list.

s e ® * .

1. eof. Ibid., p. 11.
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De Summary W

This chapter has considered day camping as an addition to
the other phases of Christian eduecation which the church uses in the
 summer. The vacation school and camp were the church programs examined
along with the day camp program of the Scouts. The basic model of the
church d ay camp was seen to e the Scout day camp program; however, it
incorporated Christian Zducation suggestions from the vacation school
and the church camp.

The vacabion church school is asnzlyzed and the need for the
school is revealed in the insufficient {raining in Christian education
which the child receives. HMany objectives are given along with the
values of the vacation school. A brief survey of the program is also
included,

It was discovered that children need the church camp with its
unique experisence of Christian living, From it they sre able to see
the relationship of the spiritual to everyday life, The main objective
of the church camp was stated as being that religion should permeate
every part of the program.

The Scouts have an extensive program of day camping. The
study revealed that the emphasis is on nature and that their goals
are centered around this theme.

Because the church day camp is not a vacation school out-
of-doors, elements from both the Scout camping program and the vaca-
tion s chool are combined, It was found that the same objectives are

true for the church day camp as for the church resident camp,

a & & o s 9®
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CHAPTER II

AN AWALYSIS OF PROGRAMS APFLICABLE TO CHURCH DAY CAMPING

Ao Intreoduction

According to one writer, "The camp program is evsrything
that happens in the life of the camper from the time he sets his foot
on the ocamp ground until he leaves,"l This is to be most carefully
considered as any plans are made for the church day camp., As far as
is known there are no available sources whioh set forth debailed
plans and suggestions for the church day camp programe This indl-
oates that the necessary information must come from other areas where
there is an established work.

Because of the relation of church day camping to church
resident camps, day camping, Seout camping, including both day and
rosident, and the vacation church school, these programs have been
analyzed to discover the elements emphasized, Under these elements
there are particular ideas which find common agresment among all of
the authorities, These will be stated first; then will follow those
on which there is less agreement. From this analysis then will be
revealed suggestions whioh can be used by the churoh day camp,

fhe first section will study the elements in secular camp
and church camp programs, ¥#Hithin the realm of sscular camping the

o e o o o e

l. HMaurice D. Bone: "The Cemp Program,” International Journal of
Religious Bducation, January 1953, pe9.

wlB8e
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Seout program and an independent dey camp authority will be used,

The Scout program will inolude the Girl Scout Handbook and The Day

Camp Booke, They both maintain the same camping principles, and in
the study they will be referred to as the Scoubts, The other book
which will be used with its specific contribution to day camping is

the Handbook on Day Gam@ing by lMabel Jobe. Under "nature study" the

official Scout nature guide, the Leader's Nature Guide by Marie

Gaudette, will be used, ‘This is o supplement the limited information
in the two Soout souroces,

There are few aunthorities in the field of church camping;
therefore, this area of the study will be confined to these sources:

God's Plan For Life by Lois Blankenship, Judson Press; Going Camping

With Junior High Boys and Girls by the International Council of Re-

ligious Education; and Camping.With Juniors by the National Couneil
of the Churches of Christ.® In the course of this study they will be
referred to respectively as Blankenship, the International Council,
and the National Council,

The elements of the second part of this study have been
chosen from church oamp and vacation church school programs. The
emphasis will be in the area of Christian Education, The church
camping authorities will be those listed above, The sources used in
the vacation church school area will be the Cooperative Text Series,
These were selected because they are representative of the field, as

« & o o » @

l. The International Council of Religious Eduocation is now the
Division of Christian Bducation of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ,
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approved and used by the various denominations, ¥The three particular
texts were chosen on the basis of their Biblical content., They are:

Jesus, Friend 22_511 by Hargaret S. Ward; Learniqg.gg.Know the Bible

by Ade W. Smith; Followers of Jesus by Elizabeth S, Whitehouse,.

B. Elements of Seoular Camp and Church Camp Programs

l. FHature Study
a, Values of Nabture Study
Within each of the five sources examined, various values
of nature study are considered. However, there are only three values
which are held in common by two sources, Both the International
Counoil and the Scouts indieate that an inereased aporeciation of

1

nature is one result of nature study.™ The National Council and

Blankenship deolare that God's plan for life ¢an be discovered through
this study.z The observations that are made reveal God's working,.

The third value which two books hold in common is that each aspect
| of nature is not an independent unit byt is part of an integrated
whole.® There is an interrelationship which makes every part depend.
ent upon the cother,

& & & & & @

l. of, International Council of Religious Education, Special Committee
on Camps and Conferences, Going Camping With Junior High Boys and
Girls, p. 45, ,
ef. Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, p. 1l1l1l.

2, of, Hational Council of the Churches of Christ, Division of Chris-
tian Edueation, Camping With Juniors, p. 23,
of, Lois Blankenship: God's Plan For Life, p. 18.

3. of, Marie Gaudette: Leaderts Nature Guide, p. 6.
of, Mabel Jobe: The Handbook of Day Camping, p. 126,




=-2l=

The other values of nature study, respectively stated in
only one source, are as follows: 1) there is an opportunity for
giving a spiritual interpretation to the campers! discoveries;

2) varied forms, multiple relationships, the law and order of the
surrounding world are diseoveredg's) hobby interests and skills in
outdoor living may develop;2 4) acguaintance with nature brings ene
Joyment and respect;3 5) observational powers are increaseé;é 6) nature

activities are a good proving ground for group partioipation.5

be Basie Principles for the Nature Leader
In the area of nature study the principles are directly
related to the person who will be leading such a group. The primary
requirement is enthusiasm, Without exception each source stresses
this quality instead of an expert knowledge of nature.s Enthusiasm
is more important beocause the boys and girls cateh this spirit and

are eager to work. In this same vein of thought three sources state

that the non-nature éxpert should be eager to learn as he goes along.7

It is important that this leader does not attempt to cover up his
ignorance,

* & & & & o

1. of, Ibide

2+ c¢f, Ibid.

3, of, Girl Scouts, Girl Seout Handbook, p. 476.

4., of, Gaudette, op. oit., p. 8.

5« of, Ibid., pe 19.

6. o¢f, Blankenship, op. cit., p. 19,
of, International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 45.
cf, National Counecil of the Churches of Christ, op., cit., p. 23.
¢f. Gaudette, op. ocit., p. 1l4.
of, Jobe, cp. cit., p. 125.

7. eo¢f. Blankeuship, loc, cit,
ef, Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, p. 111, -
of., Jobe, op. cit., pe 126,
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One of the principles whioch is mentioned by two references
is the need for specific resource material.l Within the Scout program

there is an emphasis upon a nature leader to whom the campers may go

2

for aid,” If the expert nature advisor is unavailable there must be

some source from which to draw informstion,

A spiritual emphasis is stated by the Internmational Council
and the Hational Council., They considsr it important that in all of the
nature program the child should be given an appreciation and an awe in
the presence of God's handiwork,® Attention should be focused on the
spiritual in every activity. Gaudette gives these prineiples for the
nature leader: 1) being able to stimulate some interest in the group;
2) knowing what is expected of him; 3) helping people understand that
there is no limit to nature and that there are always new things %o

discover; and 4) keeping the group 1imited.4

¢s Progrem Suggestions for Hature Study
Concrete activity suggestions for the nature program are
given by each one of the souroes.5 An element of the program emphat-

ioally stated by three sources is that nature is not to be mersly a

% I R s 8 ¢ » o @

1, of, Blankenship, loec. cit.
of, Girl Soouts, The Day Camp Book, loc. cit.

2. ©f, Girl Soouts, The Day Camp Book, p. 32.

3. of, International Counocil of Religious Education, op. c¢it., p. 72,
¢f. National Council of the Churches of Christ, loe. cit,

4, cof, Gaudette, op. cit., pp. 9, l4.

5, In addition to the suggestions found within these specific books
there is another helpful manual whioh the ochurch might find useful
in its nature program. The title and author are "Nature Lore Manual
for Church Leaders”™ by Reynold E. Carlson., It has been written
specifically for the church leader who wishes to enrich the year-
round program with nature lore interests and activities, This has
been recommended because of its suggestions for the program and its
definite instructions for the activities,
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'cataloging proeess.l In the past nature study meant memorizing a list

of names, Rock collectionsz is a specific area of nature study sug-

3

gested in three sources. Leaves,® ant palaces,4 tarrariums,5 blue~

prints and spatterpaints,s birds and inseots,7 and photographyB are

suggested in two sources. These activities are each listed in one

reference: 1) aquarium;g 2) leaf prints;lo 3) weather bureaus;ll

4) gardening;l? 5) bird trays LS

2. Canperaft
a, Values of Camporaft
The Scouts have formulated this definition of camporaft:
camporaft is "learning the skills of handling tools coupled with those of

. & ¢ 5 & @

1. of, Wational Council of the Churches of Christ, loc. cit.
ef, Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Handbook, p. 111,
¢f, Girl Scouts, Girl Scout Handbook, p. 473.
2, of, Blankenship, op. ¢it., p. 24.
c¢f. Girl BSeouts, Girl Scout Handbook, p. 490.
of. Gaudette, op. c¢it., p. E5.
3s ofe Girl Scouts, Girl Seout Handbook, p. 498,
ef. Gaudette, op. cit., p. 45.
4, ecf, Blankenship, op. ¢it., p. 20.
c¢f. Jobe, op. cit., p. 129,
5+ of, Blankenship, op. ¢it., p. 22,
¢f. Gaudette, op. eit., p. 30.
6. of. Blankenship, op. cit., p. 23,
of., Gaudetbte, op. oit., p. 63.
7. of, Girl Seouts, The Day Camp Book, p. 501,
c¢f. Gaudette, op. eit., p. 30.
8, of, Jobs, op. cit., p. 21,
ef, Gaudette, op. oit., p. 21,
9+ of, Blankenship, op. oit., p. 21,
10, of, Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, p. 111,
11, ef, Ibid.
12, of, Gaudette, op. oit., p. 40.
13, ef, Jobe, op. cit., p. 129,




camp living¢“1 Camp living always ineludes the ocare and appreciation
of the camp site, The International Counocil is the only one that does
not mention camporaft in their program.

In three of the references specific values of camporaft are
given, The National Council and Jobe consider it of great benefit
when the group makes its own plans and carries them through.z Therse
the campers 1eérn to look ahead and consider all that will be involved
in-their plans. Organization becomes essential in order that the
desired materials will be available when needed, and that disaster
will be prevented.3

Another value whioch both the National Council and the Scouts
mention is sharing the responsibility whiech each individuasl learns,

It becomes important as s group works together to recognize that re-
sponsibility must be distributed. Unless everyone realizes that he
has a part in a group project it does not accomplish its ocomplete
purpose.4 |

The Fational Council declares that campcraft helps the camper
learn to make decisions,® Learning patience and careful techniques
are considered important values by Jobe,b

¢ o & » o O

1. Girl Soouts, The Day Camp Book, p. 105,

2. of, Naetional Counoil of the Churches of Christ, op. cit., p. 28.
of, Jobe, op. cits., p. 142,

3¢ of, JObe, 0P cito, Pe 142,
ofs Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, p. 62,

4, of, Ibid,

5, of., National Council of the Churches of Christ, loo. cit.

6. of. Jobe, loc, cit,
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be Basic Prineciples for the Camporaft Leader

Basic principles fof the leaders are given by the National
Uouneil and the Scouts., These are the two which both agree upon: din-
struetion in the aooeﬁted techniques must be given before a task is
asgigned, and safety precauntions must always be observed and taught.l
The National Council continues with-these suggestions: 1) tasks
should be given to persons willing to learn if they are not certain
of the method; 2) in all that the campers do they must have a good
time; 3) the leaderts attitude should be relaxed and happy so that
the ¢hild will ocapture this spirit.2

The Scouts contribute these principles to the list: there
should be opportunity for the boys and girls to practice and work out
their own methods of using the tools and equipment. Opportunities
should be provided in the normal camp situation to utilize the new-
1y learned skills of camp living. The possibilities of how these
 activities can broadén into life-leng hobbies should be indicated,
In planning the campcraft program there ought to be progressive ex-
perience in relation to the individual camper. The leader should-

stress the plaocs of responsibility in using tools or fire.3

0. Program Suggestions for Camporaft
There is a uniformity among the autherities in the activi-
ties included in camporaft., Again with the exception of the Inbtere

* & & ¢ &

1. of. National Couneil of the Churches of Christ, op. oit., p. 29.
ef, Girl Scouts, The Day VYamp Book, p. 107,

2+ of, Nabtional Counoil of the Churches of Christ, loc. ecit.

3e of. Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, pp. 101, 107,
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national Council they make specific suggestions as to the program,

The use and care of tools is considered fundamental by the four,!

This involves knives, axes, saws, hammers, spades. Another activity
with general acceptance is fire building. This is basic if any
cooking is to be done by the group and every source does make a place
for cooking.2 When food is cooked by the group a ocertain amount of
preparation is needed for both the food and the location. Another
subsidiary point to cooking is making utensils which ocan be used, The
Seouts and Jobe list +these suggestions: +tin can stoves, charceal

stoves, cooking mittens, pot-holders, toasting forks, buddy burners,

cups, dippers.s

Bach reference includes knot tying in its list of activi-
ties.,% Of the four who refer to specific activities Blankenship is
the only one that does not mention camp housekeeping, This is a
vital part of camporaft for it involves selecting a site and pre-
paring it for unit living., These are the activities whioh the three
sources suggast as being closely allied with camp housekeeping:

*® & & o »

1, eof, lational Council of the Churches of Christ, loe. cit.
cfo Blankenship, Op. Gito, Pe 53.
¢f. Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, p. 101,
¢f. Jobe, op. oit., p. 136,
2. of. National Counocil of the Churohes of Christ, op. cit., p. 28,
¢f. Blankenship, loec, cit,
ef. Girl Socouts, The Day Camp Book, p. 107.
c¢f., Jobe, op. cit., p. 141,
3, of. Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, p. 108,
ef. Jobe, op., cit., pp. 143-144,
4, of, National GCouncil of the Churches of Christ, op. e¢it., p. 30.
¢f. Blankenship, looc. oit,.
ef. Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, p. 307.
of, Jobe, op. oit., p. 136,
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1) fixing a cup tree; 2) putting up a line for lunches; 3) oconstruot-
ing a wash basin stand; 4) constructing a paper towel rack; 5) cleanw
ing the unit site, making it livable; 6) oconstructing a fireplace;
7) constructing a food cache; and 8) construeting a rock lined re~
frigerator.l

One further suggestion made by Blankenship is a knowledge of

first aid,2

3. Handoraft
a. Values of Handoraft
Every source has included handeraft as a part of the ocamp
program but not one lists any values as such, As the basic prinei-

ples are given some values can be seen included in them,

be Basic Principles for the Handeraft Leader
The National Couneil is the only one which does not present
any basic prinoiples'for the handeraft leader to follow. Two sources
agree on two prineiples.3 The first prineiple suggests that all hande
craft should fit naturally into the program based on camp living., As
the International Council has expressed it, it should be "need-it-
make-it."% The camper will then initiate and execute the whole process

* & & » s @

l. of, National Council of the Churches of Christ, op. cit., p. 34.
ef, Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, p. 105,
ef. Jobe, op. eit., p. 137,
2. of,. Blankenship, loe, cit.
3« of. Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, p. 114.
ocf. International Dounoil of Religious Education, op. o¢it., p. 58.
4, International Couneil of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 74.



»28=

himself, The second principle which both hold in agresment states

that the activity should lead somewhere, whether to develop further

skill or to inerease in individual oreative expression. Busy-work

in handeraft is completely ruled out, Handeraft should never be an

isolated project but rather the means toward a chosen goal.l

A third principle>whioh two sources consider wvaluable is

the camperst! choosing their own aotivities.z This results in their

setting up their own goals,

The following additional principles of handeraft have been

stated in various sources:

1.

3e
4.
5
6,
Te
8e
9e

l.

2.

Se
4.

Se

8.

Te

cf.
cf.
cf,
aof,
ef,
cf,
of,
ef,
Gf.

Activity must bring an inoreased enjoyment of the out-of=doors.>

Group must work on its own momentum not because the teacher is
bringing pressure to bear. 4

An old project must be finished before beginning a new one,”
Projeots should be of short duration,b

Projects should be sturdy and easil¥ stored in the orowded
space of boxes, chests, or shelves,

Projects must utilize only & few tools,B

Crafts should all be adjusted to the child's level of skills
so that he may finish with a feeling of success,?

*® & o o ¢ &

Ibid., p. 58,

Ibide, p. 74.

Blankenship, loc, cit.

Girl Secoubs, The Day Camp Book, loc., oit,

International Council of Religious HEducation, op. cit., p. 58.
Jobe, op. cit., p. 163.

Ibid,

Ibid,

Ibid,
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¢. Program Suggestions for Handeraft
Each book insists that the natural resources at hand should
become the equipment to be used in handeraft. There is much stress
on-this as over against the buying of ocostly kits of material, Be-
cause of this emphasis all the suggestions made pertaining to hand-
oraft specifically relate to using natural resources. The activity
leading the list is making jewelry. This is spoken of by four sources,
They suggest using nuts, berries, shells, cones, twigs, and seeds.t

Using natural clay is also mentioned by four references, This can be

used for pottery and modeling.2

Another projeot within the realm of handeraft is basketry,
Rather than buying reeds for this, three books suggest using grasses,
roeeds, rushes, roots, vines, and pine needles as possible substitutes,®
A unique suggestion comes from Jobe, and the National
Couneil, Bouquets and interesting table centerpiesces can be made
from unususl étones,'moss, seed pods, dried weeds, and driftwcod.4

Various colored dyes from berries are suggested by the Seocuts and

* ¢ & &+ @

1. eof, Girl Secouts, The Day Camp Book, loc. eit,
cf, National Council of the Churches of Christ, op. ¢it., p. 25,
cf. Blankenship, loec., cit.
of, Jobe, op. cit., p. 164,
2. o¢f. Girl Socuts, The Day Camp Books, lec, c¢it,
ef, International Council of Religious Education, op. c¢it., p. 74.
of, Blankenship, loc. cit,
of, Jobe, op. eit., p. 131.
3. ef. Girl Soocuts, The Day Camp Book, loc, eit.
of, International Council of Religious Eduocation, loc. oit.
cf. Blankenship, loc, oit.
4, of, #ational Council of the Churches of Christ, loc, cit.
ecf, Jobe, op. cit., p. 163.
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Jobe, The National Council gives these ideas for projects: 1) make
ing paperweights from unusual stones which may be varnished or shellacked;
2) making buttons from small twigs with holes drilled in the ocenters;
and 3) doing fungl sketching on the underside of basket fungi ahd using
them for flower petals or parts of animals.z

Jobe makes two additional suggestions: 1) making paints
from limonite and hermatite; 2) using bark for bookeovers, picture
frames, and figures.3 A further list of hobbies is given by Jobe.4
4. Singing

ae. Values of Group Singing

Everyone of the references but the National Counqil includes
singing as a vital contribution to the camp program., The wvalues of
singing are discussed in three sources, the exceptions being the
International Council and the National Couneil, These three all state
the value of learning and appreciating new songs. Considered in this
is the enjoyment whiéh the group receives singing together in harmony.
The techniques of part singing are also learned more easily within the
groupe.

Two other values are spoken of by two camping authorities,
Jobe and the Scouts. The values gopsidgred by both are singing to

R

1. of. Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, looc, cit,
" e¢f. Jobe, op. oit., p. 164,
2. of, Hational Council of the Churches of Christ, loc. cit,
34 of, Jobe., ope. cit,, p. 131,
4, of, Ibid., pp. 164-165, '
5, ¢f, Blankenship, op. cit., p. ll.
ef, Girl Soouts, Girl Scout Handbook, p. 434,
of, Jobe., op. cit., pe. 165,
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speed up lagging work and to revive group spirit., The latter might
refer to the situation where there is practically no interest at all
and complete revitalizing is needed. This might ocour on a hike where
the group has gotten tired, Music oan set a pacd and help to 1lift
weary feet, |
The other values of singing which are suggested have been

given by only one source, dJobe lists these values: 1) bringing
spontaneous free release, 2) helping laﬁgh off something foolish;

3) geining interest and control from a scattered or upset group;

4) chaning easily the work tempo of a group activity; 5) calming

down & noisy group.z In addition the Scouts believe that singing ’
helps to make people feel friendly and helps a group to feel friendly.3

b, Basic Principles for the Leader of Group Singing
Various methods and suggestions are given by three sources

for those leading group singing. There is agresment between Blanken-
. ship and the_Seouts ﬁhat the leader should sing the song through first
to the gréup.4 This is modified slightly by Jobe's suggestion of
teaching the song to an older group who will in turn teach it to the
other oampers.s The second method which both Jobe and the Scouts feel

*«® 0 & & 0 ¢

ls cf, Ibide o \

- ef, Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, p. 118,
2. of, Jobe, loc, cit. o )
3. of, Girl Scouts, Girl Secout Handbook, p. 433,
4, o¢f, Blankenship, op. cit., pe 27,

" of, Girl Scouts, Girl Socout Handbook, p. 436,
5 o¢f, Jobe, op. ¢it., p. 166,



is valid is that of beginning group singing with familiar songs.
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1

The following ideas are not held in common by any sources;

therefore, they will need to be approasched separately. dJobe has

specific suggestions for successful singing in addition to those al-

ready mentioned:?

1,

2e

3e

4,

S
6o
Te
8.
9e
10.

11.

Seating the children close together.

Creating informality by the leaders' smiling and joking
with the group.

Using the correct piteh for children, for they need a higher
one than adults,

Singing the song through with children humming, then singing
together, repeating the difficult parts,

Using actions, for they make the song more interesting,
Giving the origin and native lore related to the song.
Singing a variety of songs.

Teaching just one new one at a time,

Singing loudly enough for all to hear,

Using foreceful actions to keep the group together,

Singing at all possible times during the day.

The Soout suggestions might be added to this list:d

1.

Ze

3e

Singing songs easily learned if the group has not sung much
together,

Proceeding, then, to more difficult, longer songs,
Choosing songs that suit the ococasion.

e & » ¢ @

1. Gf. Ibido .

of . girl Soouts, Girl Scout Handbook, p. 435,
2. Jobe, loc, oit,
3e Girl Scouts, Girl Scout Handbook, pp. 436-437.
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4, Indicating any special form in the musie,
5, Letting the group sing phrase by phrase,
6. Presenting songs in a way that will ocapture interest.

7+ In rounds and descants being certain that the group knows
sach part before pubting them bogether,

6. Program Suggestions for Group Singing
The Hational Counoil doses not specify the type of songs
that can be included in group singing. The other four sources agree

that folk and fun songs should be used.t Spirituals are listed by

2

Jobe and Blankenship;“ rounds are included by the Scouts and Blanken-

ship;3 ﬁymns should be used, declare Blankenship and the International
Gouncil.? The following are suggestions made in one source only:
lullabies by Jobe;5 songs of special seaéons by the Scouts;S and prigi-
nal. songs by the Scouts.7

The Scouts and Jobe believe there is a possibility of using
instruments with the singing.® They both suggest the harmonica and
shepherd pipes. The Scouts add the violin and accordian and Jobe

L * - L » L

1. of, Jobs, op. c¢it., p. 165,
of. Girl Soouts, The Day Camp Book, loc, ecit.
of, Blan&enshvp, op, oit., p. 12.
of, International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 61,
2. of, Jobe, op. cit., p. 166,
of. Blankenship, loc. cit,
3. of, Ibid,
of ., Girl Bcouts, Girl Scout Handbook, p. 434.
4, of, Blankemnship, op. ¢it., p. 11,
of, International Council of Religious Education, op. oits., p. 75.
5, o¢f, Jobe, loc.pit.
6. cf, Girl Scouts, Girl Scout Handbook, p. 423.
7. Qf. Ibid., P 4550
8, of, Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, loo. cit.
cf, Jobe, op. c¢it., p. 167,
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inserts xylophones, ukeleles, and banjos.

5, Recreation
a, Values
The National Couneil states that "recreation is for fellow-
ship and for fun,” 1 with the exception of Blankenship's work each
source specifically includes recreation as a part of the oamping
program. Three of the five agree that recrsation should be cooperative
and not competitive., Compebtitive play is not in keeping with true
camping ideals,?
Included in the values of cooperative play is the practice
in democratic living which the Scoubs and the Internétional Counoil
emphasize, This involves a giving and taking, putting the good of the
team shead of oneself,S
Another value which two of the references indicate is sports-
manship.4 Boys and girls learn to play fairly and hot to dispute with
the rules, Through this self control is taught. A further result of
learning sportmanship is that a game can bs played for the sheer fun
of it,
e s 2 v o
1. ©National Council of the Churches of Christ, op. ¢it., p. 26,
2, of, Ibid,.
of, Girl Seouts, Girl Scout Handbook, p. 600,
cf, International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 73.
3. of, Girl Scouts, Girl Scout Hamdbook, loc., oit, ,
¢f, International Council of Religious ®ducation, op. cit., p. 72.

4, of, Girl Soouts, Girl Scout Handbook, looc, cit.
¢f, International Council of Religious Zducation, op. oit., p. 73.
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Both the Scouts and the International Council make reference

to the value of self improvement or of learning new skills through

recreation.l Practice of these technigques e¢an result in individual

development and a more skillful use of the body.

The International Couneil lists thess wvalues of recreation

in addition to the ones held in common with the other sources: 1)

building of good health; 2) fellowship-building of the boys and girls

playing together; and 3) fellowship-building through recreation which

causes worship to be more meaningful.z

be

Basic Principles for the Recreation Leader

Jobe and the Scoubts are the only two who make mention of

the part which the leader plays in the recreational program., <The one

suggestion which they have in common is teaching the practice of demo

oratio living,

3 his involves including the entire group in the pro-

gram and providihg an opporbtunity for all to participate., This is

not accomplished where the least skillful players drop out first, A

further prineciple of this one point is allowing the group to suggest

its own rules to fit the needs and to enforce its own discipline,

4

Two further ideas for the leader given by Jobe are:®

1) teaching nature in every possible way in the recrsation program;

and 2) taking as little time as possible for explanations, The

1.
3e

4.

cf,
cf.
cf.
of,
ef.
cf,
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Ihid,

international Council of Religious Education, op. ¢it., ppe 73-T4.
Jobe, op. cit., pe. 172,

Girl Scoubs, Girl Scout Handbook, loc. cit,.

Jobe, loc. cit.

Ibid,.



Scouts propose these criteria as the basis for choosing games:

1) choosing one which the leader likes and thinks others will enjoy;
2) choosing ones which fits the occasions an zctive one if everyone
wants to let off steam, warm up, or get ascquainted; a guiet one if the
day is hoti playefs are tired, dressed up, or liable to disturb their

neighbors.

c. Frogram Suggestions for Recresbion

With the exception of Blankenship and the National Council
each reference gives game suggestions., Three suggest large circle
singing games which would inciude folk games; Two list treasure
hunts in the program, which would ubilize hiking as-well.B Bobh
dobe znd the Scouts mention wood games. These would be particularly
h elpfuvl in the further development of the camper's nature and woode
craft knowledge. Quiet games including guessing games and those
for the imagination would be suitable for rest periods and warm days.
The Scouts alone refer to them and Jobe is the source to suggest
the possibilities of relays.é

Sports are mentioned only in Jobe and the Scoubt material,
The forwer includes fishing and hikes, with various suggestiong, and
the latbter states that "most orgenized sports do not have a place in

e o 0 0 0 0

1. @Girl Scoubs, Girl Scout Handbook, p. 602.
2. cf, Jom, OPs cit., DP» 1670
of. Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, p. 117,
¢f. International Council of Religious Bducation, op. cit., p. 62.
3. of,. Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, loc. cit.
ef, International Council of Religious Education, loc. cit.
)40 cf. ngeg ODe Cita, De 116.
ef. Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, pe 117.
5. cf, Ibid,
6. cf. Jobe, op. cit., p. 171,
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the program of outdoor living of the day camp becasuse they require

speclalized playing areas, elaborate equipment and large taams.“l
Necessary equipment for these games has been mentioned in

twe places, the National Council and the Scouts. They both indicate

that natural resources should be utiliged as frequently as is possibia.z

This would include stones, twigs, shells., The Scoubs suggest that
3

games whould require little equipment,

6o A Canmp Hewspaper
a., Values of the Newspaper

There are bub two authorities that consider the place of a
newspaper in camp, A&nd in this they present opposite viewpoints. The
Internabional Council does not feel that a newspaper is a valuable
contribution to the camp program. They have considered its values
as nil becauses 1) it often becomes a drudgery; 2) a few people us-
vally get the whole burden; and 3) counselors are forced to take the
responsibility.h

Blankenship does not list vslues as such but infers certain
ones, It would become almost completely the responsibility of the
boys and girls, The campers would be allowed to exgpress asrticles in
their own way.

. & & & o

1g Cf. Ibid., pp. 171., 173.
Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, pe 115«
2. cf, Hational Council of the Churches of Christ, op. cit., pe 27,
cf. Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, pe 117,
3e c¢f, Ibid., loc. cibe ‘
e International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. Ol
5. cf. BlankenShip, Ol Cito’ Pe 310
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From the summerts experience the writer suggests these
possible values of a newspaper: 1) placing definite responsibility
upon a few campers who will see that the mechanfes of the newspaper\
are carried out; 2) correlating the camp situation with the home;

3) meking words to new songs available; 4) printing future plans for

an overall piocture of the program,

be Basic Prinoiples for the Leadsr of the Hewspaper
Blankenship states that the leaderts editing should be kept
at a minimun.,l The writer found that this was possible in her particus

lar day camp situation.

cs Program Suggestions for the Newspaper

Two possible methods of printing the newspaper are mimeo-
graphing and hectographing. The former is mentioned by Blankenship,
with the suggestion that the paper be distributed twice during the
ocamp period., The eamgers interview and report, some mimeographing
and some distributing. Within the paper are interviews with camp
leaders, reports of camp activities, unit shorts, story of the camp's
history, and the words to new songs.z

Heotographing a single sheet daily comprised the extent of the
paper in the writer's experience. There was no supervision by an adult
after the initial explanation as to procedure, All the work was carried
on by the oldest group of campers. The unit articles were written by

*® & & & & @

le of. Ibide.
2. Of. Ibid.
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the individusl units, Along with the daily program, future plans

and reminders were included in this sheet. .
Ce Elements of Vacation Church School and Church Camp Programs

1. Bible Study
8. Purposes of Bible Study

Bible sbtudy is considered a vital part of the program in
each of the sources used, 1The Wational Couneil is the only one which
does not speak of specific Bible study but emphasizes learning Chris-
tian prinoiples through experisnoa.l Blankenshipz calls the Bible
study period "Discovery Period," and the International CouncilZealls
it the "Quest,.,"”

There are definite purposes given by all sources but the
International Counoil, Although these purposes have been established

with spesific curricula in mind there are general prineciples which

they follow., The two purposes which find common agreement are these:
guiding minds to discover what the Word of God contains concerning God,
Christ, and the lives of people;4 and helping the campers to discover

how their aoctions may become Christ-like.® This latter purpose would

*® o o o & o

l. of. National Council of the Churches of Christ, op. c¢it., p. 5.
2+ Blankenship, op. ¢it., p. 10,
3. International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 53,
4. cof, Blankenship, op. cit., p. 10,

cf. Margaret 8., Ward: Jesus, Friend of All, p. 4.

¢f. Ada W. Smith: Learning To Know The Bible, p. 5.

of ., Elizabeth S, Whitehouse: Followers of Jesus, p. 13,
5, e¢f. Blankenship, op. e¢it., p. 10.

ef. Ward, loec, cit,

¢f. Smi‘th, OPe Qito’ Pe 6.

of, Whitehouse, loc, cit,



~h0-

establish the Bible as the specific standard to follow,

The immediate result of learning what rule of life to
follow is an opportunity to demonstrate and put Christian principles
into action. Three of the sources agree that this is an important
purpose of any Bible study., These samethree references also consider
that the child's acceptance of Christ is a wvital result of Bible
study.z Both Blankenship and Ward gqualify thst purpose with the
statement that this should come when the camper is resady and‘understanés.3
Whitehouse states this more indirecily by saying thalt the child should
b e won to the cause of Christ to whatever exbtent he can understand
and make 1t his own.

Whitehouse adds a further purpose by suggesting that as an
outcome of Bible study the child should experience "satisfaction in
feeling himself a psrt of a great plen, begun wit? the early church,
which is still vitally alive in the world today.“)

b + Leader of the Bible Study

The leader of the Bible study is an important factor to
consider, Bach of the five sources give definite principles which
are involved in her teaching. Two suggestions arse included by four

e o s o o @

1. ¢ f. Blenkeunship, loc. cib.
cf. Word, loc, cite
ef. ¥Whitehouse, loc. cit,
2. cf. Blankenship, ope cit.; Pe 3o
cf, Ward, loc,., cit.
cf, Wnitehouse, op. cite, p. B
3. cf. Blankenship, loc. cit.
cf. Wgrd, loc. cite.
L. cf, Whibehouse, loc. cit,
5, Whitehouse, op. cite, pe 134
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authorities, The first is that a piocture of the course of study
should be seen in total.l From this the leader can sketch out the
journey ahead and get the right foous for this work with the campers,
Closely related to this is the second suggestion, collecting resources,
to be used during the Bible study.2 These would include pictures,

stories, poems, and anything that might be applicable to teaching

Bible., Reading background material will prove heﬂ.pful.5

As the leader prepares for the course of study three books
consider it important that all plans be made from the viewpoint of
the contribution to be made to the pupils' lives through the plans.?
There will be many individual needs of the boys and girls and these
must be taken into consideration. In order to do this, the leader
will need to discover all that she can about these boys and girls,

Both the International Couneil and Whitehouse agree that

throughout this expsrience the life of the teacher should be enriched,®

Whitehouse states this as, "she must be a growing Christian personality."e

¢« & & 0 s @

1. of, International Counecil of Religious ®duoation, op. cit., p. 57.
cf, Ward, loc, cit.
cf, Smith, loe, cit,
of, Whitehouse, op. cit., p. 174,
2. ¢f. International Council of Religious Education, loc. ecit.
of, Ward, op. c¢it., p. 7o
cf, Smith, loe. cit.
cf, Whitehouse, looc, cit,
3, of, Ward, op. ¢it., Pe 5.
ef, Smith, loo. cit,
4., cf, International Council of Religious Eduecation, op. eit., p. 56.
of, Smith, op. cit., p. 7.
¢f. Whitehouse, loc. oit,
5, of. Inbernational Council of Religious Edusation, loc, ¢it,
of, Whitehouse, loc, cit,
6, of, Ibid,



These two also believe that there must be rapport between pupil and
1
leader, TFellowship is an important part of camp living and comes

as a result of living together,
¢e Methods of Bible Study
From examining the various references a great number of

different methods are discovered for teaching the Bible., Two of
2
the most common ones are telling the Bible story and conducting a
'3
discussion on particular points of the story.

One whioh is not a method but important to Bible teaching
, 4
is that each pupil have his own Bible, Three sources sbtate this,

This enables the following method to be used effectively: relerences

can be given out beforehand and referred to and used at certain points
‘ 5
in the story. This is suggested by three sources also, Hach one

of these next ideas finds agreement in two sources: 1) stories given
to individuals which they will tell to the entire group; 2) reviews
* & & & & @

1. of, International Council of Religious Education, op. clt., Pe 57,
" of, Whitehouss, loc, cit,
2« of, Blankenship, op. cit., p. 98,
ef, Ward, op. cit., p. 21,
of, Smith, op. c¢it,, p« 45,
ef, Whitehouse, ope. cit., pe 22
3¢ of., Blankenship, op. cit., p. 42,
ef, International Councxl of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 53,
of, Ward, loc, cit,
ef, Whltehoase, op. ¢it., P. 39
4, of, Blankenshlp, loc, cit.
of, Wargd, op. ¢it., p. 7e ‘
of. Smlth, op. ¢it., p. 10.
5o of, Yard, op. cit., pe 44e
ef, Smith, opl’ eit., p. 524
of . Whltehouse, op. cit,, Pe 34
6. of, Ward, op. cit., p. 52.
cf, Smith, op. oit., p. 38,



introduced by way of the stories they have liked the best or through

a plctorial map;l 3) various references of stories given’to them

which they will look up and tell to the group.Z

Reference is made but once to the next suggestions:

l. Allowing the boys ang girls to tell the story from the view-
point of the writer,

2, Directed Bible study. Asking questions and having the boys
and girls find the answers from the passage,

3. Retelling the story as though happening to the oam.pers.5

4, Comparing the Gospsel aocounts.6

5, Impersonating Bible characters,’

6e Testing of the material by multiple choice questions.s

7. Guessing Bible persons through a ssries of questions.g

2, Bible Teaching Aids
2., Creative Activities
(1) Purposes of oreative activities, There are few purposes
for having coreative activities listed in the books, However, the number
of definite references for activities would indicate their importance,
The specifiec purposes which are given are these:

. & & & & &

1, ef, Ward, op. ¢it., p. 69,

of, Whitehouse, op. cit., p. 67.
2. cof, Ward, (334 cit., p. 52,

¢f, Whitehouse, op. eoit., p. 40.
3+ of, Blankenship, loo, ¢it.
4, of, Ward, op. cit., p. 26,
5 of. Ibids., p. 27.
B8 of. Ibido, Pe 38,
T¢ of., Smith, op. o¢ite., p. 39
8. of, Whitehouss, op., cit., p. 28.
9. of, Smith, op. oit,, p. 77,
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1., Helping a person find answers for himself,}

2. ‘Enabling a psrson to record his findings.z

3. Enabling a person to share with others.3

4, ‘The means of carrying out the purposes of the course.?®

(2) Leaders of creative activities, Three sources are cone
cerned with the guidance which the leader will give to the campers,.
These three agree that the leader must direct the thoughts of the

boys and girls in order that their choices of activities will be wise

ones.® One basis for judgment would be the ability to finish the task.s

Two references consider it important that each person be
helped to find the way he can most fresly and effectively make contri-
butions to thse activity.7 These suggestions are given by one source:

1) wateh for the retiring person;22) choose an activity stimulating

to the camper.9

(3) Suggestions for orsative sotivities, Dramatization is

10

one aoctivity which every book inoludes in its list, Two more activities

* & & & ¢ @

1. ecf, Inkernational Council of Religious Education, op. ecit., p. 58.
20 Gfo Ibido
So Of. mdt
4, co¢f, ®hitehouss, op. c¢it., p. 185,
5o o¢f. International Council of Religious Educabtion, op. eit., p. 5%,
ef, Ward, op. cit., pe 29.
¢f, Whitehouse, ops cit., p. 50.
64 of, Internstional Council of Religious Eduecation, loc. cit.
¢f, Whitehouse, loc, cit,
7. of, International Council of Religious Educsbtion, loc, cit.
of, Whitehouse, op. c¢it., pe. 2Ds
8+ of, Intsrnational Council of Religious Eduecation, leoec, oit,
9+ c¢f, Whitehouse, op. cit., p. 185,
10, of, Blankenship, op. cit., p. 67,
cf, Inbernational Council of Religious Education, loc. cit.
of, National Council of the Churches of Christ, op. cit., p. 24.
of., Ward, op. ¢it., p. 29.
ef, Smith, op. c¢it., p. 17,
e¢f, Whitehouse, cp. ¢it.,, p. 25,
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find agreement in three sources, These suggestions are:

writing from the viewpoint of a first hand account;

are each given by two sources.

suggested in but one source:

letter

1 and dioramas.z

Peep-boxes,s mnrals,4 posters,5 and pictoral maps of Palestine®

The following is & list of activities

1) flowers and ferns mounted on card-

board and fr&med;7 2) a picture of Christ mounted on wood;s 3) a

log~book listing the plans for the day, ways of getting there and

the progress made during the day;g 4) tablets, scrolls, pages of

manuscript;lo 5) impersonations of Bible characters;ll 8) a time line;lz

7) puppets;ls 8) stained glass windows with scenes from Bible stories;14

9) hand-made slides;15 10) stories written in newspaper style.

1,

2.

Se
4.
5.
6.

Te
8.

10,
11,
12,
13.
14,
15,
18,

of,
of,
3
ef,
ef,
cf.
cf.
ef.
of,
cf.
cf,
of.
ef,
cf.
of,
of.
ef,
cf,
ef,
of.
ef,
ef,
ef,
of,
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Ward, op. c¢it., pP. 29.

Smith, ope. ¢it., p. 13,

Whitehouse, ope cit., pe. 191,

?f&rd, (23208 Oito, Pe 30,

Smith, op. c¢it., p. 14.

Whitehouse, op. ¢ite., p. 155,

Ward, op. cit., p. 30.

Whitehouse, op. c¢it., p. 187,

International Council of Religious Education, op.
Smith, op. oit., p. 18,

International Council of Religious Education, op.
Whitehouse, op. c¢ite., pe 25,

Ward, op. oit., p. 29.

Smith, op. eit., p. 12,

Blankenship, op. cit., p. 64,

Ibid., Pe 956,

International Council of Religious Education, op.
Smith, op. eit., p. 12,

Ibid., pe 13,

Ibide, p. 18,

Ibid., Pe 19‘

Whitehouse, op. oit., p. 25.

Ibida

Ibide, p. 191,
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cit., p. 59,

cite, p. 59.

Qit., p. 59.



be Pictures
(1) Sources for Pictures, HNeither Blankenship nor the
International Council make any reference to the use of pictures in
teaching, The four who specifically mention them state that one of
the most important sources is the Sunday School picture file.l In-
cluded along with this is, as a possible source, the denominational

story pgper.z Anothsr place suggested by three of the bocks is current

3

magazines,® Ward refers to a personal file kept by the leader and also

to childrent's story papers as containing possible usable pictures.4
(2) Teaching Suggestions for Using Pioctures., There are

speci fic teaching suggestions for pictures given by the three coopera-
tive texts. The other sources do not deal with any practical suggestions,
Two possible ways of using pietures within the lesson are listed by

Ward and Whitehouse, They present the idea of hearing the story first
and then preseniing an illustrative picture to stimulate a discussion ©

or reversing the ordér and using the picture first to aecent certain
points of the story which will be brought out,® The remaining suggestions

*® o & & o @

ls of, International Council of Religious Education, op. oit., p. 56,
ef, Ward, op. oit,, pe 7.
ef, Smith, op. cit., p. %
of . Whitehouse, op. oit., p. 183,
2. of, Internstional Council of Religious Eduocation, op. e¢it., p. 56,
of, Ward, op. cits., Ps 8.
¢f, Smith, op. ocit., p. 9.
cf. Whitehouse, op. cit., p. 75.
3+ of, International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 56.
of, Ward, op. cit., p. 8.
¢f, Smith, op. cit., ps Y
4. of, Ward, op. cit., pp. 7=-8.
5. Bfa Ibido, Po 280
c¢fy Smith, op. cit., p. 117,
6e of, Ward, op. cite, pPe T2,
of. Whitehouse, op. cit., p. 91,
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are given by one reference: 1) imagining what the thoughts and actions
of the persons in the picture might be;l 2)using the story of how the
picture was drawn;?® 3) displaying various pictures for the boys and
girls to name as to the corresponding story they have studiad;3 4)
allowing the children to choose pictures which best illustrate a

partioular point.4

3« Scripture Memorization
a, Prineiples for the Leader in Presenting Soripture Memorizationg.

Memorizing soripture is considered in three of ths sources
but it holds an insignificant place, Of the three Ward alone has not
stated its use as being in the worship service,® She does not make
any specific suggestions as to its place,

A few prinoipleé have been given as possible guides for the
laa&er. Ward lists these two: 1) the leader should learn the memory
work herself; and 2) the verse should always have a connection with
the lesson.® ‘Whitehﬁuse states that the children should be allowed
to choose their own passage as used within the lesson of the day.7

« o 0 e s

1. of. Ward, op. oit., pe. 35,
2 of, Ibid., p. 58,
3¢ of, Smith, op. cit., p. 103,
4, cof, Whitehouss, op. cit., p. 45.
5¢ of. Smith, op. cit., p. 12,

of, Whitehouse, op. cit,, p. 36.
6. of, Ward, op. cit., pp. 14, 61,
7. of. Whitehouse, op. cit., p. 23,
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be Suggestions for Memorizing Scripture

Of the possible ideas which can be used in presenting this
phase of the study to the boys and girls, Ward and Whitehouse state
only one method in common, This is giving a two-minute period each
day for oconcentrating upon the chosen verse and at the end of this
time saying it together.l

Ward has several other methods which may be useds® 1) memore
izing some of Christ's sayings which the group has just been discuss-
ing; 2) printing large oards with the Bible verses on them in dark
letters, some illustrated as well; 3) making booklets containing the
learned verses,

These are the ideas which Whitehouse has inecluded in her
disocussion on memorizing:3 1) discussing the passage being memorized
for a clear understanding of it; 2) explaining the diffiocult words
used; 3) choosing a verse with the thought of using it for worship;

4) when the verse is learned giving the children an opportunity of

reviewing several previous verses,

4., Worship.
a., Purposes of Worship
Worship is considered a valuable part of every summer plan in
the Christian Zducation of ohildren. Both the camping sources and
the vacation church school texts inelude a discussion on worship. In all
l. of, Ward, op. cits., p. 4l.
c¢f, Whitehouse, op. c¢it., pp. 61-62,

2 of. Ward, op. cit., pp. 21, 9, 44,
3. e¢f, Whitehouse, op. c¢it., pp. 61, 36, 62,
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of the books except Ward there is a definite statement as to the pur-
poses of worship. One which finds common agreement is that worship
is to help a child commune and have fellowship with God,} The Inter-
national Council adds the further thought of its bringing a consciocus-
ness of God inte the daily routine.? The three remaining purposes
given for having worship are as follows: It enables the child to
understand better some of the traditional ways of‘worship.3 Worship
becomes a means of drawing together the threads of camp life simply,

naturally, and sincerely.4 Through worship the child learns to exe

press in his own words his feelings toward God.®

The purposes of having worship quite naturally bring into
consideration its place in the daily schedule, The National Council
says nothing about this but the others all maintain that the worship
gserviee should be held at a definite timﬁ.s The one variation comes
with the statement by Ward that worship does not necessarily have to

be held each day.”

On another point as to the time both the International Council

1. e¢f, Blankenship, op. cit., p. 34. :
of. International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 66.
of. National Council of the Churches of Christ, op. cit., p. 25.
¢f, Smith, op. cit., p. 8.
of, Whitehouse, op., eit., p. 69,
2, ofs International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 66.
3. of, National Council of the Churches of Christ, op. oit., p. 24.
4, of, International Council of Religious fducation, op. cit., p. 68.
5+ of, National Council of the Churches of Christ, op. cit., p. 25.
64 eof,., Blankenship, op. ¢it., p. 34.
of . International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 66.
cf, Ward, op. ¢it., p. Be
cf, Smith, op. cit., p. 8.
of, Whitehouse, op. cit., p. 171,
7. of, Ward, op. 0it., P 5o
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and Ward felt that worship should sometimes be informal and spontaneous.l

This would suggest the possibility of its coming at any period of the

program as there is a desire to express certain feelings toward God. It

might be at the close of a discussion or at the climax of a project.z

be Responsibility for Worship
In every instance but one the responsibility of planning for
the worship falls upon the worship committee consisting of the boys

and girls.3 Hention is made specifically that the committee is to be

guided by the leader in its plans and preparations.4

e Program Suggestions for Worship
The locale of worship is presumed to be the room in the
cooperative texts., However, because of the difference in situations,
outdoor worship services are proposed by Blankenship and the Internatione
al Council.? The Council refers to them as "Chapels in the woods."
They suggest that they be situated away from the general camp activities,

and that the boys and girls meke them. This meking would include clear-

ing the ground, setting up a rustic oross, and providing places to sit.e

Suggestions are given as to what the worship service can con-
gist of. From the six sources four ideas were found listed in five of

*« o & » @ @

1. o¢f, International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 66,
c¢f, Ward, op. c¢it., p. B,
2. o¢f. International Council of Religious Bduoation, op. cit., p. 68.
3. of. Blankenship, op. c¢it., p. 30.
¢f. International Council of Religious Education, op. c¢it., p. 60.
of, Ward, op. oit., Pe 5e
of, Smith, op. cit., p. 8.
c¢f, Whitehouse, op. c¢it., p. 18,
4. of, Blankenship, op. cit., p. 30.
¢f. International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 60.
of, Ward, op. oit., p. Be
cf. Smi‘bh, 0P Gito, Pe 8.
ef. Whitehouse, op. cit., pl 18,
5, o¢f. Blankenship, op. c¢ite., pe. 30.
ef. Inbternational Council of Religious Education, op. e¢it., p. 46.
8e of, Ibid., Pe 47
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theme These are: 1) using soripture; 2) using poems; 3) telling

3 4
stories; and 4) singing the great hymns, Three further thoughts are

mentioned which are used by four references, They include: 1) praying,

5
by the leader and the children; 2) using responsive readings or
i 6 7 -
 litenies; 3) dramatizing, -
8
Three of the books list choirs or choral reading. Pioture
9 10

studies and meditation are mentioned by two sources,
> @ @& & 9 &

1, of, Blankenship. 8. cit., pe 30,
of. International “Youncil of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 60.
of, Ward, op. cit., p. 23.
ef, Smlth loc, cite
cfe Whitshouse, op. ¢it,, p. 36,

2, of, Blankenship, 1ge. cit,
of . International “ouneil of Religious #duecation, loc, c¢it,
of, Ward, op. cit., p. 31
cf, Smmth loc, cit,
of. Whltehouse, op. cit., p. 55,

3¢ o©f. Blankenship, loec, cit,
ef, nternationalxcouﬂcll”of Religious Education, loec. cit,
of ¢ Ward, op. cit,., p. 22.
of. Pmith, loc, cit, '
of, “hltehouse, op. cit., pe 474

4, of, Blankenship, o op. cit., p. 43,
of s International “ouncil of Religious EBdueation, loe, ocit,
of, Ward, looc, cit.
of, Smith loc, cit.
ef, whz.tehouse, op. cit., p. 26,

54 ofe Blankenshlp, op. cit.,, pe. 30.
of. Ward, op. cit., p. 75.
of, 5m1th loc, cit,
of, %hltehouse, op. eit., p. 43,

6, of, Blankenship, loc, cit,
of, Ward, op. cit., p. 51.
of, Smlth, loc, oit,
of, ¥hitehouss, op, ¢it., p. 61,

7« of, Internathnal Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 68,
of . National “Younecil of Rellglous Education, op. cit., pe 24.
of, Smith, loo. cit.
of, Whltehouse, op. cit., p. 111,

8. of, Blankenship, op. cit., pe 34. ' '
of , International “ouneil of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 70.
of, Smith, loc, cit,

e ef.‘g&rd ope. cit., p. 63.
ef, “mith, loc, oit,

10. ef. xbid..
ef, Whitehouse, op. cit., p. 36.



Discussion is used but once,1

Becauss of the emphasis given them hymns and prayer will be

considsred ssparatsly.z

5, Hymns
a, Principles for ths Leaders
Hymns are a vital part of the worship service and are the
means of enriching a young person's life. Blankenship is the only
author who suggests possible principles %o be obsaerved by the leader,S
These state that the hymns used should have good music and a good
message and secondly, that the hymns should be chosen because of their

relationship to the material being studied,

b. Teaching Methods of Hymns
There are various ideas presented in the fivs books which
mention using hymns in the daily program. Five suggestions are used
by two authors and three suggestions are found only in one source,.
The first five are:

1. Tesching should not be in a piecemeal fashion. Let the %usic
be heard through, suggesting that the group hum with its“leader,
Then listen to the words and sing the hymn through.

2. Pubtting the words on large paper befors the group.5

& & 92 & * @

1. of, 3mith, op. cit., p. 64,

2« c¢f, Post, pp. 52, 53,

3, o¢f, Blankenship, op. oit., p. 1ll.

4, cof. International Council of Religious Eduoation, op. o¢it., p. 69.
ef., Ward, op. cit., p. 19,

5 o¢f, International Council of Religious Bducation, ¢ p. c¢it., p. 69.
cf, Ward, op. cit., p. 7u
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Se Discufsing any unfamiliar words whieh may be inocluded in the
hymne

4, Using a picture %Yo present the idea of the hymn.z

5+ Utilizing any of the corresponding hymn stories which may be
discovered,

The other three suggestions are: 1) imagining the ciroum-
stances surrounding the writing4if there is no known story with the
hymn; 2) discussing the ideas which the hymn presents;5 and 3) en=

couraging the children to sing as they go around the oamp.6

6e Prayer
a. Place of Prayer
Bvery source has included prayer as part of the training of
the boys and girls in Christian living. The importance of prayer
during the moments of formal worship -is specifically mentioned by
every source but the National Counoil.7 Instsad they have chosen
to mention those spontaneous moments in the out-of-doors where a

pauss is made in thankfulness to God for the beauty of His oreation.®
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1. of, Smith, op. c¢it., p. 37,
¢f. Whitehouse, op. c¢it., p. 85.
2. of, Ward, op. c¢it., p. 28.
of ., Smith, op. oit., p. 117,
3« of. International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 69.
efs #Whitehouse, op. cit., p. 85.
4, of. International Council of Religious Education, op. oit., p. 69,
5Q cf‘. Ward, Opo Git., P. 18' ’
6. o¢f. Blankenship, op. cit., p. 42.
7+ of, Blankenship, op. eit., p. 49.
of. International Counecil of Religious Education, op. cit., p.67.
of, Ward, op. cite., p. 75,
¢f. Smith, op. cit., p. 95.
ef, Whitehouse, op., cit., p. 42.
8. of. Wational Council of the Churches of Christ, op. cit., pe 67,



This same thought is part of the suggestions which Blankenship has
presgnted on prayer.1 A third possible time for using prayer,

suggested by one source, is grace at meals.?

‘b. Teaching How to Pray

Possible ways of teaching boys and girls how to pray are
discussed in the references., Twe suggestions find common agreement
in three sources, They are: 1) letting the group create its own
prayer;3 and 2) letting individuals write their own prayers.4 The
former involves their choosing phrases which they want to include in
the prayer and, if it is a litany, deciding upon the statement for the
rofrain. These ideas may be listed and then the decisions made as to
the proper order of the phrases,

There are other ways in which a child may learn how to pray,
such as: 1) using a prayer poem;d 2) several children offering brief
prayers of thank3;6 3) the leader praying very simply;7 and 4) select-
ing prayers from the Psalms and reading or reeciting them,8
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1. of, Blankenship, op. cit., p. 76,
2. ¢f. International Council of Religious Zduocation, op. c¢it., p. 57,
3. of. Blankenship, op. cit., p. 49.
cf, Ward, op. cit., p. 75,
ef. Whitehouse, op. oit., p. 42,
4, of. Inbernational Council of Religious Hducation, op. cit., p. 867.
of, Smi‘th, OP . Oit-, Pe 160.
ef. Whitehouse, op. cit., p. 100,
5. o¢f. Blankenship, op. ¢it., p. 52,
6. of., Ibid., p. 61,
7« afe. Ibido, P 76,
8, of. Smith, op. cit., pp. S0=-91,



Ds Summary

This chapter has attempted to present the elemenits found
in programs related to and usable in the church day camp. These
programs include camping and the vacation church school., Various
elements have bsen analyzed as to their basic principles and sugges-
tions for teaching which they include, This involved a study of the
inherent values in each program.

The authorities, it was found, agree that an increased
appreciation of nature and God's plan for life are the important
values discovered through nature sbtudy. Thelr emphasis in relation
to basic principles is direoted toward the leadsr. The one fackt
stressed by all is that she need not have a technioal knowledgs of
nature but must have enthusiasm, This will make her an eager learner,
Bach souros gives many concrete suggestions for the program.

Camperaft has its general emphasis in camp living. The
chief concern of the farious references was seen to be upon the group
and what is being learned. They agree that a great responsibility is
placed upon the leader because of the techniques of skill and safsty
that she is teaching., Hvery authority considers the use and care of
tools, firebuilding and ecooking as basic to the program of camporaft,
In addition there are subsidiary points listed, all related %o camp
housekeepinge.

Furthermors, it is maintained by camp sources that the basic

principle of handerafts is that as the camper needs it, he should make

it, Busy-work is no longer even oconsidered; the work must be fitted into

the camp program. Instead of buying material, the new idea given by every

* & & © 3 @
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book states that natural resources should be used. Hany suggestions
for handeraft were found listed by the various authors,

The values of singing, it was discovered, are given by three
sources and they indicabe it has a vital place in the camp program.
Various suggestions are given by these same authorities for the leader
directing the musie., They each comsider folk and fun songs as important.
Besides these, other type songs are presented for use,

T@e emphasils upon recreation given by the authorities is that
it is cooperative, not competitive. Democratic living and its related
values become the factors involved. The sources suggest possible
games for the group and indicate that they should use natural resources
for equipment,

®vidently the camp newspaper is a gontroversial subject,
since only two sources consider it, one negatively, However, with
the experience of the writer given, the greater stress is upon its
possibilities and how it can be used in the program of the church day
campe It is suggested that it be a student project with little adult
supervision,

The authorities were seen to agree that the purposes of
Bible study should be to guide the boys and girls in grasping a knowl=
edge of Godts work and to help them to lead Christ-like lives. Other
purposes are considered. The leader is discussed by the authorities,
with a stress upon methods which she uses in teaching. MNost of them
agree that she must map out a course of study and gather resources to

be used, Within the area of methods most of the concentration falls

s o » & s @
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upon story telling and discussion. There are various related ideas
as to how to use these tools,

Under the term Bible teaching aids fall creative activilies
and pictures. The many references to activities indicate they play
an important role in the program of Bible study. The place of the
teacher is considered and how she directs this area of study. There
is no lack of stimulating ofeative activity suggestions,.

With respect to the sources for pictures, general agreement
was discovered among the writers and the two thoughts emphasized are
using piocturss before the Bible study or after the study. In both
insfanoes they are to stimulate discussion,

Seripture memorization holds an insignificant place in the
sources egamined, It is agreed that it is used primarily in worship,
Under the leader's principles the direct relationship of the SGripture
memorization with the lesson is spoken of, There are few suggestions
for memorizing given.

The primary concern of the worship service, as seen stressed
in each source, is for fellowship with God.s In addition it is to be
a worship committee which does all the planning, with adult’supervision.
With few variations, the elements of worship are listed and are agreed
upon by the sources, The’th Counecils emphasize the outdoor worship
service, Hymns, it was fouad, are important in the Christian camp and
suggestions are made for teackimg-them to the boys and girls, There is

agreement that they should not be learned in piecemeal fashion.

®» & & » &
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Prayer, the concluding element, is included by every source,
They consider its place in the worship serviceasand again as a spontaneous
expresssion of thanksgiving to God, The idea foind suggested by several
references is that a group learns to pray by ereating its own praysr.

Other thoughits follow of how to teach campers to pray.
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CHAPTER IIX

A COWSBIDERATION OF PRACTICAL PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN DAY CAMPING

A, Introduction

The completion of the day camp program is just the beginning
of the many details that are involved in organizing a day camp. There
are problems dealing with the physical set-up in addition to those
concerning the campers. This chapter will disocuss thesse practiecal
problems whioh appeared to be the most important in the writer's ex-
perience., In each instance reference is made to these problems in the
camp manuals used,

As in the last chapter the sources examined are from secular
aﬁd church camping. Except for a few minor details the problems remain

the same in both fields. The selected references are The Day Camp Book

by ¥abel Jobe, Camping With Juniors by the National Council of the

Churches of Christ, God's Plan For Life by Lois Blankenship; and Going

Camping With Junior High Boys and Girls by the International Council of

Religious Eduoatione

A procedure similar to that followed in the second chapter
will be followed in this chapter. The analysis of the ocamping problems
will be made on the basis of the common factors found in each scurce.
If the writert!s experience will furnish additional suggestions to those

given this will be included,
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site is that the perfect one will rarely be found,l This suggests

 =6le

Be. Problems Involved in the Camp Site

Selection of the Site

An important factor to be considered in selecting a camp

that the most important program factors must be decided upon,

these in mind, after weighing the advantages and disadvantages of 2

particular site, a cholce may be made,

give basic suggestions for choosing the site,
which every camp must have, agree the four:

contact with the public;? 2) proteotion, neocessary because of a sudden
s‘torm;3 3) natural beauties, hills, streams, woods, flowers, fields;

4) adequate shade, necessary because of the extreme heat of the day,

1,
2e

Se

4.

Se

cf,
of,
ef,
ofi

Fach writer with the exception of Blankenship is careful to
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Mabel Jobe: Handbook of Day Camping, p. 39.
Girl Scouts, The Day Camp Book, p. 43.
Jobe, op. eit., p. 40.

National Council of the Churches of Christ, Division of Christian

Eduoation, Camping With Juniors, p. 33,

ecf,

offe
of,
of.
ef,
of,
cf,
of.
ef,
cf,
cf,
ef,
cf,

International Council of Religious Edueation, Special Committes
on Camp Conferences, Going Camping With Junior High Bgys and Girls, p. 18,

Girl Scouts, op. eit., p. 48,

Jobe, op. cit., p. 45,

National Couneil of the Churches of Christ, loec. cit,
International Council of Religious Education, loc, cit.
Girl Seouts, op. cit., p. 43.

Jobe, op. cit., p. 38.

Nebtional Council of the Churches of Christ, loc. cit.
International Council of Religious Education, loec. oit.
Girl Scouts, loc, cite

Jobe, op. cit., p. 40.

National Council of the Churoches of Christ, loc. cit.
International Council of Religious Education, loc. cit,
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There are further consideraticns listed by three sources
in each instance: 1) having an ample and safe water supply;l 2) e-

liminating all unnecessary hazards;2 3) having a storage place for

equipment;5 4) having adequate bathroonm facilities.?

Five reguirements for the camp site are agreed upon by two
sources, These are: 1) being within transportation distanee;5 2) be-

ing within reach of medical help;6 3) having adequate waste disposa1;7

4) having a place for cocking;® 5) having enough space for the program,’

2+ Sources for the Site
With certain prerequisites to be considered, finding the best
camp site becomes a problem. The Scouts and Jobe alone make suggestions

as to possible sources. They both make reference te these five:

le of. Girl Soouts, op. oit., p. 44.
cf. Jobe, op. cite, p. 39.
of . National Council of the Churches of Christ, loec. cit,.
2 o¢f. Girl Scouts, loc. cit,.
cfs National Council of the Churches of Christ, loc. cit,
of. Jobe, op. cit., p. 41.
3e e¢f, National Council of the Churches of Christ, loe. cit.
ef. Girl Scouts, ope. oit., p. 48.
cf. Jobe, op. cite., pe 47,
4, of, Girl Scouts, op. cit., p. 49.
ef., Jobe, op. eit., p. 46,
of. National Council of the Churches of Christ, loc. cit.
B¢ e¢f, Girl Scouts, op. ¢it., pP. 43,
of. Jobe, op. cite, p. 44.
6e ¢f, Girl Socoubs, op. ¢it., p. 44.
ef, Jobs, loc, oit,
7« ef. Girl Scouts, op. eit,, 49.
ef, Jobe, op. 6it., p. 47,
8. ¢f, Girl Seouts, op. e¢it., p. B0,
ef. Jobe, loc. cit.
9. of, Jobe, op. eit., p. 40.
of. National Couneil of the Churches of Christ, op. ¢it., p. 33.
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1) national parks;l 2) undeveloped 1and;? 3) farmland;3 4) woods ;%

and 5) beaches,?

these additional sites are included by one source: 1) camps;s

2) bvird sanctuaries;’ and 3) playgrounds,®

Not inecluded in any listing of the scurces is the country
churches This was the looation selected for the summer's activities
in the experience of the writer. It fit the requirement for natural
beauty well because of the surrounding countryside which held interest
ing streams, woods, and fields. The church lawn was large and the
many old trees became the ideal provision for necessary shade, One
of the greatest advantages in choosing such a site was the access to
the Christian Education buildings during times of rain, There was

adequate space for each group to remain separated,

3. Hazards on the Site
Much care has to be taken to eliminate the unnecessary hazards

on the camp site., Thess hazards take various forms as stated by two
* * . o L I 4

1. of, Girl Soouts, op. oit,, p. 44.
¢f, Jobe, loec, cit,
2e of. Girl Scouts, loe., cit,
ef, Jobe, op. o¢it., p. 15,
3. eof, Girl Scouts, loe. ecit,
ef. Jobe, loc. cit,
4, of. Girl Soouts, loe. cit.
e¢f, Jobe, op. e¢it., p. 40.
5, of, Girl BScouts, op. eit., p. 43.
cf, Jobe, loc. cit.
6. of, Girl Sccuts, op. ¢it., p. 54
7« o¢f. Ibid.
8, of, Jobe, op. cit., p. 38,
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authofities: 1) dead brfanches, loose stones;l 2) poison ivy, sumac,
or oak.2 Jobe specifies that both tools and fire are real hazards
and that precautions must be taught in using them.3 This author
also adds that in some areas polisonous snakes oreate problems.4

It is evident that each site will present its own danger
zones, Both Jobe and the Scouts are conscerned that they be properly
marked and the campers warned of their location,®

The two writers listing poison ivy fail to give any details
concerning it. It was found from the personal experience of the writer
that this oan be a crucial factor in the success of the day camp. If
all of the possibilities of the woods are to be explored every trace
of poisen ivy must disappear. There are chemical mixbtures available
which will kill the plant entirely. Many times it is encountered on
hikes; therefore, careful precautions should be taken by the campers,

One suggéstion which may prove helpful is washing the exposed areas of

the body with yellow soap immediately upon return to camp,
Ce Problems of Transportation of the Campers

l. Means of Transportation
Recognizing the problem that transportation sometimes poses,

1. of, Girl Scouts, op. cit,, p. 50,
ocf, Jobe, op. cit., p. 41.
2. of. Girl Scouts, loo} cit,
cf. Jobe, op. oit., p. 105,
3« e¢f. Jobe, op. cit., pp. 104-105,
4, of, Ibid., p. 41.
5 of, Girl Seouts, loc. cit.
Qfo Joba, OPQ Oi'bo, Po 1040
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the Séouts have made this significant remark: "Counoils feel that
the problem of transportation is more than offset by better program
possibilities and the seclusion of a good site, even if it is several
miles from town,"

Again Jobe and the Soouts are the two writers who make possible
suggestions as to ways of getting the campers transported easch day. Tthe
methods whioch both refer to are identical: 1) hiring buses;2 2) walk-
ing to oamp;5 3) using private cars;% 4) utilizing school buses;® 5)
using public bus 1ines.6

In hiring a bus thought should be gi#en to the drivers. From
experience it was discovered that having the same drivers throughout
the camp period was mofe satisfactory than having a different one each
day. The same driver, by getting to know the boys and girls, can con-
tribute to the spirit of ocamp unity. A further suggestion is the ime

portance of the drivers! love for children,

2+ Piokeup Point of the Bus
The problem of the pick-up point occurs when the children arse
4« & o © & »

l. Girl Seouts, op. oit., p. 45.

2 of, Ibid., p. 10.
ef. Jobe, op. oit,, p. 44,

3s of. Girl Scouts, op. ¢it., p. 1ll.
cf. Jobe, op. cit., p. 43,

4, of, Girl Seouts, op. ¢it., p. 81,
cf. Jobe, op. cit., p. 44.

54 of. Girl Socouts, op. cit., p. 10.
cf. Jobe, looc, cit.

6. Of. Girl SOC‘utS, 0P« Gito, Pe 10.
of, Jobe, loec, cit,
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taken to camp on a chartered bus. The Scouts and Jobe both suggest

1 snother possibility which Jobe edds is

a central meeting place,
the individual bus stop.z This is significant‘wﬁen the children live
over & scattered areas The writer would warn of the many problems
that are involved in such a procedure. A careful schedule has to be
worked out so that the least amount of time will be spent on transe
portation, Because of the new boys and girls each week a corres-
ponding new schedulse haé to be arranged., In addition the parents
have to be informed of the exact location where the boys and girls

will be met. An added responsibility is placed upon the bus drivers

in using this procsdure,

3¢ Adult Supervision on the Bus

Adult supérvision afplies only to the camp situation wherse
a hired bus is used, The Socouts and Jobe feel it important enough
to state specifically that there must be adult leadership on the

buses.® From her experience the writer makes this suggestion: the

4

assistants® can supervise if another means of transportation is pro-

vided for the leaders. In order to be absolutely certain that every
child is taken home each day Jobe suggests a roll oa11.5 Each tinme
the bus leaves camp khis list should be checked by the leader,

s o & o ¢ o

l. c¢f, Girl Scouts, op. cit., p. 10.
¢f, Jobe, loc, eit.

2. of, Ibid, ‘

3« of, Girl Scouts, op. eit., p. 1l.
of, Jobe, loc, cit,

4, Post, p. 79

5. ¢f, Jobe, loc, cit,



De Problems Related to the Campers
1. Grouping of the Campers

Grouping the campers satisfactorily is an important phase
of the program, Unless they are in groups in which they will be
~ happy no work will be accomplished, The only mention of a possible
grouping arrangement is according to age. The Scouts and Jobe alone

. 1
refer to this, 1In every authority but one the idea of the boys and
2
girls being together is emphasized., The Scouts are the exception
and their entire program is based upon separate groups,
One further suggestion in the problem of grouping is the
4
number of ohildren in each group. None of the sources agree on the
number to be included. These various suggestions are made: ‘the
Scouts-twelve to twenty; Jobe-six to ten; the National Uouncil=four
4
to six; Blankenship-ten to twelve.

In the consideration of this problem much depends upon the
size of the camp and the number of leaders available, From experience
8 satisfactory teaching arrangement was made with eight to twelve
boys and girls in a group. It is agreed that better teaching can be

* 2 00 0
l, of, Girl Scouts, op. cit., p. 15,
ofs Jobe, ope cit., p. 94,
2, of, Ibid, ’ ' )
of, National Council of the Churches of Christ, op. cit., p. 14,
of . Lois Blankenship: Godts Plan For Life, p. 4.
3s The Scouts call this group a unit,
4, of, Girl Scouts, ops cit., Pe T
Gf. JObe, 0P« ci‘bn, P 54.

of, National Council of the Churches of Christ, looc. oite
of, Blankenship. loc, cit.




done with small groups. These groups are the units which remain to-

gether, working and playing, during the day.

2. Length of Stay in the Camp
According to the Scouts:
A single day is no more than an outing, and does not make a camp-
ing experience. There is a need for tying all the days in a day
camp together so that the campers get the benefits of working to-
gether in meking plans for the program and living.l
The popular plan for the minimum stay at the day camp is four or five
days a week for two or three woeks,? Jobe also indicates that "con-
tinuity is necessary for growth; that growth in the skills of group
living also requires a unity of group feeling which is difficult to
establish with only occasional meetings.”s No concrete suggestions
are made by the other sources,
From the standpoint of the Bible study the writer discovered

that at least two weeks were needed to cover adequately any plan,

This also meant that the children should come in consecutive weeks,

3. Clothing for the Camp

The c¢lothing can be kept simple., Three of the books re-
fer to the type of clothing the boys and girls should wear, After
a consideration of the activiiies which the day holds they all agree

* * L - . .

l. Girl Scouts, op. oit., pe 40,
2o ©f. Girl BScouts, loc. cit,

of . Jobe, O+ Gi‘bo, Pe 15,
3. dJobe, loe, oit.



that sports clothes and hikimg shoes are neoessary.l Two of them
also add sweaters for protection ageainst sudden extremes of tempera-
ture, 2

If the camp intends to use the woods in any aspect of its
program the following should be considered. Experience indicated
that sun suits for the girls did not afford enough protection against
possible bites or other annoyances and, therefore, jeans were pre-

ferable,

¥, Financial Problens

®

1+ Budget for the Camp

Three camp authorities speak of the budget and the items it
should include. Jobe states them in general categories of salaries,
facilities, equipment, and maintenance.> In the Scout material and the
International Councilts bopk the expenses are broken down into these
areas: 1) salaries; 2) transportation; 3) office supplies; 4) publiecity;
5) program equipment; 6) first aid supplies; 7) housekeeping supplies;

8) leadership training; and 9) insurance.®

2+ Financing of the Camp

Three of the books are concerned with the problem of finanoing

> L ] L4 . ® *

1. c¢f. Girl Soouts, op. cit., p. 20.
cf. Jobe, op. cit., p. 32,
efe International Council of Religious Bducation, op. cit., p. 24.
2e of, Girl Boouts, loec, cit,
cf. International Council of Religious Bducation, loc, cit.
3« of. Jobe, op. cit., p. 34.
4, of, Girl Scouts, op. oit., p. 77
of. International Council of Religious Education, op. oit., pp. 22-23.
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the day camp. #“ach one refers to the campers! fees, In comnection
with them various suggestions are made: if the ehtire sost of sk—
penses is not pald by the camper it is still wise to give him a feelw
ing of responsibility. The Soouts also mention that the fee is often
higher than program expenditures to take care of some of the operating
sxpenses.5

The possibility of the church's ineluding in its budget a
subsidy for the day camp is considered by the International Ccuncil.%
This was the procedure followed at the day camp where the writer was,
Transportation was the largest item in’the budget; therefore, the
church supplied the money for this, Community agencies should not
be forgotten as possible avenues of resource., In the summer's exe
perience it was found that several groups were willing to supply the

oamp with certain material,

3. Scholarships for the Campérs

No child should be excluded from attending the day camp
5
because of an inability to pay. The solution to this problem is

suggested by the Scouts and the International {ouneil, They provide
6 .
scholarships for those unable to attend otherwise,

6 & o * &

1., of, Girl Scouts, loe, oit,
of . International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 23,
of, Jobe, op. eit,, pe 35,

2o o©f., Girl Soouts, loc. cit,

" of, International Coumecil of Religious education, loc, cit,

34 of, Girl Scouts, loc, cit, ' : ’ ’

4, of, International Council of Religious #ducation, loo, ecit,

5, of., Jobe, loc, cit, o ' ‘

6, cf. Girl Scouts, op. c¢it., pe. 78, A
ef, International Gouncil of Religiocus “ducation, op. cit., p. 234
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This was another ares in which the church provided help.
The writer suggests that this can be a project for individuals or

groups within the church,
F. Health Problems

1, Medical Staff of the Camp
There are three authorities who express a concern for the

gpecific problem of health in the camp. They suggest that every

camp should have a registered nurse.! 1In the Scouts and Jobe an
alternative is given; the director who knows first aid.? This person
is responsible for any first aid treatment applied and for sesing that
the seriously ill ocamper is gotten to a dootor. It is important that
accurate records be kept of any treatment for reference to the doctor,

agree two authors,® )

2. Mediocal Supplies for the Camp

Most camps are limited in the mediocine which they have, How-
ever, basic first aid material is the necsessary minimum. The three
books which declare the nurse a necessity state generally that she must

have equipment to treat minor accidents and illnesses.® This inoludes

* - [ ] - . *

1. of. Girl Scouts, op. c¢it., p. 58.
cf. Jobe, op. ¢it., p. 101,
cf, International Council of Religious Education, op. e¢it., p. 27.
2« cof, Girl Secouts, loec. cit.
of, Jobe, loc. cit.
3 o¢f, Girl Scouts, op. eit., p. 59,
cf, Jobe, op. oits, pe. 102,
4, of, Girl Scouts, loc. eitb,
of, Jobe, loc, cit,.
of, International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 28.
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lotion for insect bites and poison ivy.l

One piece of equipment which is not medieinel is an
available car for emergencies. Two murces list this partiecularly if
the camp is in an isclated locations?

In the writer's situation all the first aid supplies were
provided by the local hospital for the entire camp period. The offer

came when they heard of this new day oamp project.
Ge Problems of Publicity and Promotion

1. Types of Camp Publicity

There are numerous ways of publieizing the day camp. Three
references have recognized this and listed them. Four suggestions
.are given by all three sources, They are as follows: 1) camp folders;

2) movies and slides;% 3) posters in schools and stores;® 4) letters

6

to parents confirming camp acceptance,” Two of the sources mention log

¢ e o o =

1, cof. Jobe, loc. cit.
2« of, Girl Scouts, loc, cit,
cf, Jobe, loo. oit,
3o o¢f. Girl Seouts, op. eit., p. 83,
cf, Jobe, op. c6it., pe 30,
cf. International Council of Religious Education, op. oit,, pe. 24.
4, of, Girl Scouts, op. ¢it., p. 84,
of. Jobe, loc. cit,
of, International Council of Religious Education, loc, ecit,
5 ef, Girl Scouts, op. ¢it., p. 85,
of. Jobe, loc. cit,
of. International Council of Religious Education, looc. cit.
6o of. Girl Scouts, loe. cit,
e¢f. Jobe, op. cit., p. 32,
ofy Inbernabional Council of Religious Bducation, op. cit., p. 25
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books with pictures and a write-up, and newspaper articles, The
remaining ideas are found in one source: the Scouts list camp reunions
and camp visitiagAdays;s Jobe lists the radio, publicity from campers
themselves, P.T.A. and civie club meetings, and skits;4 the Inter-
national Council lists youth bulletins,rgeneral Christian ZEducation

: 5
bulletins, and contacts with church workers,

2+ Information I,cluded in the Camp Folder
The importance of the camp folder is noted from the faot

that three authorities specifically refer to the information that

should be included in it, Three items which all include are: 1) the

6 7
location; 2) means of transporbation; 3) leadership and sponsorship
8
of the camp, Five items which two sources inolude are: 1) days and
9 10 11
hours of the camp; 2)cost; ‘3) types of activities; 4) registration

® & o & o »

1. of, Girl Scoubts, loc, cit,
of, Jobe, op. cit., p. 22,
2o 0f, Girl Scouts, léc. oit,
cf, Jobe, op. cit., p. 29.
3. of. Girl Socouts, loc, cite
4, cf, Jobe, op. cit., ppe. 29-30.

5, of. International “ouncil of Religious Education, op. cit., pp. 24-25,

6. ofe Girl Scouts, op. cit., p. 83.
cf. Jobe, ODs cit. Pe 31,
ef, International éouncil“of Religious Eduecabion, op. oit., p. 23,
7. o©f. Girl Scouts, loc. cit,
cfs Jobe, loe, cit,
cf, International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 24,
8, of, Girl Scouts, loc, cit,
of, Jobe, loo, cit,
of, International Council of Religious Education, loo, ocit,
9. of, Girl Scouts, loc. cit.
. ef, Jobe, loc, cit, ’
10, e¢f, Girl Socouts, loc, oit,
" of, Jobe, loc, cit, ’
1l, eof. Girl Scouts, loc. cit.
o¢f, Jobe, loc, cit,
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blank; end 5) health and safety conditions, There are three other

items whioh are found in one source: 1) needed equipment and olothe
3 4 5
ing; 2) age of the campers; 3) statement of the purpose,

He Problems of Equipment

1. Types of Camp Equipment
Day camp equipment is ineluded by four sources in their
books. They classify the various types of equipment into categories,

The one phase which receives a lisbting in esach book is program equip=-
ment.G Another category mentioned by three sources is first aid
equipment.7 Units for waste disposal, handwashing equipmeh$,8 and the
library9 are found suggested in two sources,

In the experience of the writer it was discovered that some
of this equipment could be borrowed from the Sunday School., 014 Bibles
were available, This meant they could be destroyed after hard usage

in the outeof=doors,
'A‘ .“. L ] *

1. of, Girl Scouts, op. cit., pe 84.
"~ of, Jobe, loc. cit. $
2. c¢f, Jobe, op. cit., p. 31,
" of, International Council of Religious Education, loc, cit,
3e o©f, Girl Scouts, op. cit., p. 83.
4, cof, Jobe, loc, cit,
5, of, International Council of Religious Education, op. c¢it., p. 23,
6, of, Girl Scoubts, op. cit., pe. 51,
ef, Jobe, op..cit., pe. 5l. ' '
of, Netional “ouncil of the Churches of Christ, op. cit., b. 34.
of, Internationsal Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 46.
7. ¢f, Girl Seouts, loc, cit.
ol Jobe, loec, oit,
of, National Youncil of the Churches of Christ, loc. cit.
8e of, Girl Scouts, loc, cit.
- of, Jobe, loc. cit.
9. of, Ibid, '
¢f. National Council of the Churches of Christ, loc, cite



Items such as orange crates, cigar boxes, and magazines
were all collected during the days preceding the camp, and it was
discovered that they performed multitudinous duties. Pieces of
lumber were obtained free of charge from the local lumber yard.

These suggestions all help to keep equipment costs low.

2. Storage of Camp Equipment
A small building for storage is suggested by the Sooubs but

this is not always available.l

In two other authorities supply boxes
‘mede from orange orates are the storage units,? Materials for various
aspects of the program can have appropriate shelves in the crates,
Water proofing is often a necessity. This can be done by heavy roof-
ing or canvas.d

When the equipment is stored indoors it is taken to the canmp
headgquarters for distribution each day, The three sources speak of

the headguarters established in a ocentral locations?

I, Problem of Accidents gnd Liability

l. Facts Concerning Insurance
Accidents are likely to occur in the day camp, thus making
it important that the camp be sufficiently covered by insurance,

® o & o s

1+ eof. Girl Scouts, op. sit., p. 46,
2. of, Jobs, op. cit., p. 47,

of. National Council of the Churches of Christ, loc. cit.
34 of., Jobe, loc. cit,

of. National Council of the Churches of Christ, loc. cit.
4, of. Girl Soouts, op. cit., p. 47,

ef. Jobe, op. cit., p. 38,

cf, National Counoil of the Churches of Christ, loc. cit.



There are three sources which are concernsd with this prob-
lem, Their suggestions reveal that the camp should carefully oonsider
insurance, According to Jobe and the Imternmational Council states
differ in regulations and laws for operating motor vehicles; there-
fore, investigation should always be made.l In addition, the Scouts
state that the various types of insurance should be investigated,
Often insurance for school buses covers only the ehildren being trans-
ported to sohool.?

Jobe adds that many times transportation acocidents may be
prevented by carefully selecting reputable bus companies; by using

steel buses; and by guiding children in propsr bus behaviour,d

2¢ Types of Insurance for the Camp

The one general insurance coverage that three sources agree
upon as essential is transportation.4 Both the Scouts and the Intere
nebional Council also refer to general liability.5 This is protection

in case of alleged negligence but not accident insurancs, It often

takes care of first aid treatment.s

* & & & o @

le of, Jobe, op, cit., p. 34.
ef, International Couneil of Religious Education, op. oit., p. 27.
2 o¢f. Girl Scouts, op. cit., p. 81l.
3+ of. Jobe, looc. citas
4, of, Girl Scouts, op. 0it., p. 82,
of, Jobs, loc. cit.
of, International Council of Religious Bducation, loo, cit,
5. of, Girl Scouts, loec., oit,
of, International Council of Religious Education, los,., oit,
6s of, Girl Scouts, loec. coit,



Je Problems of Leadership

1, Leaders of the Camp

The camp leader must be considered as being in an important
role in the ocamp., There are various types of leadership, and they
have been put into different classifications by the five authors,

Three persons who find general acceptance in each program are the

director,l the unit 1eaders,2 and the special program counselors.>

The latter are the specialists in the field of orafts, singing, nature,
The assistants to the leaders? and the nurse or first aid expert® are
two additional persons ineluded by three of the sources,

The Seouts are the only ones who mention the gensral handy-
man, 8 If such a person is available he is a valuable asset to the
Camp

1, o¢f. Girl Scouts, op. e¢it., p. 31l.
of, Jobe, op. cit., p. 54.
of, NHational Counecil of the Churches of Christ, op. e¢it., p. 1l4.
of, Blankenship, op. 6it., pe 5.
of, International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 32.
2. ef, Girl Socouts, op. cit., p. 30.
ef. Jobe, loc. cit.
c¢f, National Council of the Churches of Christ, op. eit., p. 15.
of, Blankenship, op. dte., p. 4.
cf. International Council of Religious Education, loc, cit.
3¢ of. Girl Scoubs, op. cit., p. 32.
cf, Jobe, op. cit., p. 59,
cf. National Council of Churches of Christ, loc, dt,.
of., Blankenship, op. ¢it., p. 5.
ofs Intermational Council of Religious Education, op. oit., p. 46.
4, of, Girl Scouts, op. ¢it., pe. 30.
of,s Jobe, op. ¢it., p. 54.
cf, Blankenship, op. ¢ite., Pe 4.
5. e¢f, Girl Soouts, op. cit., p. 31,
c¢f. Jobe, op. cit., p. 101,
cf. Blankenship, 0P Gi"ha, Pe 5,
6s of. Girl Seouts, op. oit., p. 33.



A possible suggestion comes from the writerts experience
in regard to the units. A planning leader for a particular age
group might have charge of setting up the entire program for the
groupe During the summer it was the writer's responsibility to
ylan the Christian Education program for the juniors. By consult-
ing the other specialists this was done in oonngotion with the en-
tire program. This would mean that the unit leéderS'Were responsi-

ble to the program leader,

2o Source of the Camp Leaders

Where to find the ocamp leaders is often a major problem
for the camp., Various suggestions are listed in three of the sources,
In each one mothers or aunts are given as possibilities for serving
in this oépacitygl The other ideas all find agreement within two of
the sources, Thesse ?ersons are: 1) leaders of Scout groups;2 2)

teachers;® 3) teachers-in—training;4 4) ocollege students;5 5) high

school students.s
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1. of, Girl Scouts, op. oit., pe 34.
cf. Jobe, op. oit., p. 60,
of, National Counoil of the Churches of Christ, op. ¢it., p. 33.
2. ¢f, Girl Seouts, loc. cit,
e¢f, Jobe, loc. cit.
3¢ cf. Girl Soauts, loe. cit,
of, Jobe, loe. cit,
4, of, Girl Scouts, loe, cit.
¢f, Jobe, loc. ecit.
5, e¢f, Girl Secoubs, looc. cit.
cf, Jobe, loc. cit,
B8e of, Girl Soouts, op. cit., p. 31.
cf, Jobe, loc. cit,



The students are the ones chosen for the positions of
assisbants, In spite of their age this is a position that can carry
just as much responsibility as the student is able to take., The
writer discovered that having an assistant who was eager to help
felieved her of many dubties, WVhen it is possible to leave the group
in an assisbantts hands the leader is not sc confined,

The sources fail to mention using Sunday School teachers
for leaders. The writer would suggest this as a resource with great
potentialitiss because these teachers already know the boys and girls,
They would be familiar also with many teaching techniques which prove

helpful,

3¢ Qualifications of the Camp Leader

According to Emerson, "what we are we shall teach, not
voluntarily but involuntarily."l There can be an unlimited list of
gualifications necessary for the good camp leader, Some of the guali-
fications, however, do find basioc agreement, All of the sources agree
that this person should possess tolerance, conéideration and appreocia=-
ﬁion for the contributions of others, and also sympathy and understand.

ing.? Three qualifications are included in four of the sources: 1) ene

1- JOba, Op. Gito, Pe 54.
2e of, Girl Seouts, op. cit., p. 33,
of, Jobs, op. c¢it., p. 56,
of. National Council of the Churches of Christ, op. oit., p. 5.
of. Blankenship, op. cibt., p. 5.
of, International Council of Religious Education, op. cit., p. 33.
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Jjoying children:l 2) enjoying the ou'l;doors;2 3) knowingbor being
willing to learn about the camp program.5 These are three desira-
ble attributes found in three of the books: 1) being emotionally
mature;4 2) being a happy person, liked by people and interested in
fhem;S 3) understanding children and how they develop.s The follow-
ing qualifications are listed in one referemce: 1) being in good

health;”’ 2) possessing deep Christian convictions;® and 3) being a

growing Christian.®

In the church day camp the writer would suggest the primary
qualification as being a definite Ghristian experiense, This would

put an emphasis on the last qualifications given in the above list,

® & & & 2 »
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4, Pro-camp Training of the Leaders

Pre-camp training is an important avenue of preparation for
the day camp which should not be neglected, There are various forms
which this training ocan take and every source includes several sugges-
ﬁions for it., Four ideas are forthecoming from four of the references,
They include the following possibilities:

l. Holding at least one mesting at the camp site so that there will
be = familiarity with the physical situation,l

2e Urging the leaders to attend laboratory schools or specific
training oourses for additional skills in their phase of the
camp program,

3s¢ Informing the various leaders where source material may be found,S

4, Conducting formal meebings where plans can bs discussed and an
over-all picture of the program may be gained,

The remaining suggestions for ocounselor training are found respective-
ly in three, two, and one sources$

1, Contacting the leaders individually so that their responsibilities
may be designated olearly.5
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2+ Providing each leader with a staff book designed‘by the director
for giving specific program helps in the particular situation,!

3+ Providing opportunities for the group of leaders to meet for
fellowship so that there will be a feeling of unity in all
their relationships,

5. In-camp Training of the Leaders

In-camp training is important for the leaders, This is most
commonly achieved in staff meetings of all the leaders. ZHach source
has made a place for this in the program although their suggestions
cover different times throughout the day. In the staff meeting the
usual procedure is to discuss pertinent problems and obher items that
are of immediate concern.® The best time for the staff meeting is dur-
ing rest hour, state three references.?

Two of the sources suggest having the meeting daily when the

children have gone.® Other suggestions found in one source are: 1)

mesting before camp begins each day;6 2) meeting once every two weeks, "

Jobe and the National Council consider two methods of in-camp training
other than staff meetings. One is supervision by the director® and the
second is progressive training in skills during the ocamp period.9
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In the experience of the writer the staff meeting once a
week proved beneficial, This would suggest that it is not necessary
to have one saoch daye. In regard to the time of the meeting unless
details were arranged for transportation it would be impessible for
ﬁhe leaders to meet either before or after camp. The rest hour

was acceptable for this meeting, the writer discovered,
K. Summary

This chapter has been concerned with the various problems
which confront any church in setting up a day camp., From the selected
suthorities an attempt has been made to reveal the basic faoctors ine
wvolved in each problem, Where the writer's experience was considered
valuable it was included as & possible solution.

The references stipulate that there are various considerations
in selecting the camp site such as privacy, proteotion, natural beauty,
and shade, They include national parks, farmland, woods, beaches,
camps, playgrounds, country churches as possible sites, Certain danger
arees require careful warning,

Transportation, it was emphasized, becomes a problem when the
camp is not within walking distance, Certain possibilities are the
hired bus, private cars, or public transportation., When the hired bus
is used two other problems are created-where the children will be pioked
up and the necessity of adult supervision on the bus.

The campers were found to receive much consideration in each
nf:ﬁhe sources, The grouping in camp is usually according to age with a
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limited number in each unit. The length of stay in the camp was set
at & mimimum of two weeks, Sport ¢lothes are the acceptable ones
for camp.

Included in the camp budget were these items: salaries,
facilities, equipment, and maintenance. The books discuss the
camper's fees and a possible church subsidy to adequately cover'.the
expenses. Scholarships are suggested as aid to those unable to pay
the full costse

The medical staff of the camp means a nurse or first aid
expert, the various sources were seen to agree, Her supplies include
first aid material and a ocar,.

The area of publicity is a vast one for the references in.
clude many suggestions such as camp folders, posters, movies, and
slides, and newspaper artiocles., The necessary information for the
oamp folder is also listed,

Equipment, it was discovered, oreates the problem as to the
type needed and storage place, The former generally covers that which
is necessary for the program. Storage way be in a building or water-
proofed boxses left outsids,

Because of the danger of accidents the authorities agree
that insurance should cover camp accidents happening en route or in
campe Investigation should be made concerning transportation and

general liability insurance coverage.

The problems of leadership are varied to include the necessary

personnsl, where these persons may be found, their qualifications and
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their traininé both before camp begins and during camp. The leaders
inelude the directer, counselors, assistants and program specialists,
They are oftem obtained from the ranks of Soout leaders, Sunday School
teachers, school teachers, high sohool and college students, The
basis for the requirements as a leader is faith in Christ combined
with a love for the boys and girls. Training comes from formal and

informal meetings with the entire staff or with an individual,
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CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY AWD CONCLUSION

The purpose of this study has been to pressent the
Christian day camp in the Christian education program of the church,
It has consisted of three chapters dealing respectively with day
camping as an esddition to the summer program of the church, an
analysis of the elements in programs related to church day camping,
and a consideration of the practical problems'which confront the
church in establishing a day camp.

The first chapber studied the two programs of Christian
education which the church has emphasized during the summer months,
These included the vacation church school and the church camp. It
was seen that there was a specific need for these programs because
of the additional leisure time of the boys and girls and the in-
adeguacy of the existing program of Christian education. These
programs have similar objectives. It was discovered that one of
the greatest values of the vacation school and the church camp is
a new understanding of Christian living. The school and camp be-
come & laboratory where the boys and girls car put into practice new-
ly learned Christian principles, The program of the vacation school
is primarily concerned with Bible study and its related activities,
While this was seen to be emphasized in the church camp there are
other e¢losely related elements such as the wonder of the oub-of-
doors,
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In addition to the churches! summer program a survey
was made of the Scout program of day camping. This is simply
camping during the day with the children going home at night, It
was found that the main emphasis of Scout day camping is upon
nature, Hverything that is done is related to the out-of-doors.
The Scouts state their objectives as being training for community
living, and aiding the child in developing his resources,

From these various programs it was seen how thé church
could plan its own day camp. Therefore, the features of the vacation
church school and the church camp could be incorporated along with
the combined emphasis of nature and group living., Christian day
camping objectives were then found tc be the same as those of the
Christian camp,

In the second chapter an attempt was made to discover in
related programs the common ideas which would be applicable to the
church day camp. The phases of the program chosen for the analysis
were from camp and vacation churech school programs., Nature study,
camperaft, handoraft, singing, recreation, camp newspaper, Bible
study, Bible teaching aids, Scripture memorization, worship, hymns,
and prayer were the various phases studied. It oould be stéted that
none of these can be exoluded from the church day camp., A study of
these elements was made on the basis of what selscted authorities
stated concerning them. It was found that the primary concern in
nature study was that the leader possess the enthusiasm which would

be imparted to the boys and girls as they made discoveries in God's
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world. In both camperaft and handeraft the stress was upon §ro-
viding those activities which would bear a direct relation to camp
living. Involved in this is an almost exclusive use of natural
resources, Singing included the many varieties of songs common %o
any camping situation such as rounds, fun songs and folk songs. A
discovery was made that recreation did not apply to competitive
sports, but to games based on cooperation, There was a controversy
ovér the camp newspaper, it was dicovered, but suggestions as to
its possible use by the older campers were discussed,

The Bible study in the camp was called the "Discovery
Period" or the "Quest.," Many ideas were discussed for teaching the
Bible during this hour. Closely related to this study are teaching
aids which involve both pictures and creative activities., A variety
of possible ideas were found, their use dependent upon the particu-
lar Bible portion studied., ISeripture memorization is given an ine
signifioant place by the aunthorities. Worship incorporates both
hymns and prayer. It became evident from the study; therefore, that
worship can take place any time during the daily’program. 4This ine
dicates that there will be both formal and informal worship., In
addition to prayer and hymns, cher suggestions were made to be
included in the worship period,

Because of a recognition of the many problems involved in
the organization of a day camp they were considered in the third ohapter.
Camping authorities from Christian and secular fields were consulted,

Where the writer could supplement the available sources
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because of a summer's experience in a church day camp she made
practical suggestions.

It was suggested that a camp site should be ehosen on
the basis of the program emphasis, It was seen that transportation
always involves certain difficulties and these were noted. Both |
the piok-up point and adult supervision must be considered if buses
are hired. The specific problems connected with the campers them-
selves are grouping, length of stay in the camp and the clothing
best suited for outdoor life,

It became evident that a budget is needed. Some of the
costs can be paid by the campers! fees, The health of the camp
is important, making it neosssary for each oamp to have a nurse or
first aid expert in addition to medical supplies., Various ideas
were presented as possible means of publieity, It was noted that
some basic equipment is needed plus a storage place in the camp.

A problem which should never be néglected is that of ine
surance for the day camp. The last problem discussed was that of
leadership. Buggestions were made as to the leaders needed, where
they could be obtained, their qualifioﬁtions and their training be-
fore the camp begins and while abt camp.

Therefore, from these discussed problems it was seen that
there are certain solutions. Because of this information and the
additional program suggestions there is sufficient material for the

interested church to conduoet a Christian day camp,
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A SUGGESTED BOOX LIST FOR THE CHURCE DAY CAMP LIBRARY

Arts and Crafts With Inexpensive iaterial. Girl Scouts, New York

Carlson, Reynold H.: Uature Lore lianual for Church Leaders, Hethodist
Pyblishing House, Nashville, 1545,

Day Camping. HNational Recreation Association, New York, 1939,

Hammett, Catherine: Camporaft ABC!'s for Camp Counselors. Girl Scouts,
New York, 1950,

Harbin, %.0.: Games for Boys and Girls, Abingdon-Cokesbury, Hashville,
1951, ,

Hilloourt, Williem: PField Book of Nabture Activities, G.P. Putnam's
Sons, HNew York, 1850,

Hymns for Junior Worship., Board of Christian Education of the Presby-
terian Chureh, U.S.A., Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 1940,

Jobe, label Le: The Handbook of Day Camping., Assocation Press, WNew
York, 1949,

Keiser, A.: Here's How and When, Friendship Press, New York, 1951,

LeBar, Lois E.: Children In The Bible School. Revell Co., Westwood,
19562,

Price, Betty: Advenburing in Nature, HNational Recreation Association,
New York, 1939,

Sing Together-A Girl Secout Song Book. Girl Scouts, New York.
The Day Camp Book. Girl Scouts, New York, 1942,
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A SUGGESTED DAILY SCHEDULE FOR THE CHURCH DAY CAMP

9:30-9:40

9:40-10:00

10:00-11:45

11:45-12%45

12:45-1:30

1:30-3:00

3:00=3:20

3:20-3:30

3:30

Flag raising with the entire camp at the camp head-
guarters, This may include a verse of "aAmerica," the
flag salute, or perhaps a devotional thought,

The units go to their individual camp sites, 4 dis-
cussion of the day's program follows; then the necessary
supplies are obtained,

Projeots and activities are oarried on which include
hikes, trips, nature interests, crafts, and musie, If
possible, plan to have the Bible study the last thing
in the morning. By that time the energy of the boys

and girls has been worn off. The study includes creative

sotivities,.

Preparing and eating lunch., (Hore time may be needed
for the preparation of the food if there is any cooking,)

Rest Hour., This is an opportunity for reading M¥issionary
books and storytelling., In addition quist games may be
played.

Afternoon activities follow the same plan as the morning,
This ocan also be a time for recreation, As the group de-
sires there may be a definite time for a worship serviee,

Clean-up,

Flag lowsring with the entire group gathered at camp
headguarters,

Departure from camp.
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