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INTRODUCTION




INTRODUGTION

A, DEFINITION OF ARZA OF STUDY

The area of study in this texitual and pergonal survey of
the alms and results of youth activity in repressntative modern
loeal churehes must be defined as the study of theory and prac-
tice in chureh work with middle and later adoleascents., Thig is
not to be econfuged with the larger area of religious educatlon
as formally institutionalized in the modern Sunday School, It
1g rather» to be contered upon the aetivities of guch groups as
Chrigtian Endeavor Soecletles, BEpworth League Socletles, and other
denominational young people's organizations., We are thinking,
then, not of youth from early childhood to the teens, but of
youth from High School age on through later adolescenes.

B, THE NSZD FOR A WRK OF THIS KIND
l. The Known Failure of Churehesg Today To Grip Youth
The widespread indifferance of youth to organized religion
today is both & known faet and a fact largely lgnored by church
People, The complacency of indlividual @hurch‘membe:m in thelr
churches! medloere achievements with young people appalls anyone
who meeks to lead youth movements to an inereasged offeectiveness.

The indifference of young pecple to the beat which organized
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church youth movements now offer constitutes a tremendous
challenge not only to the theological and philosophical
basis of current religion but also to the aims and tech-
niques of planned youth programs everywhere,

The youth of America and the youth of the world are not
reached by church youth movements., Rather the youth of the
world is turning to National Socialism, Communism, and Fasc-
ism, if not to crime, The reason for this condition has
been sought by youth leaders for many years, These leaders
have examined home, school, church, and state to find the
reason, However accurate their findings have been, youth's
indifference to the church remains a problem unsolved,

There is, therefore, a continued need for a study of this
problem, a repeated call for sincere and thorough re-exam-
inations of church youth activities,

Any adequate study of the problem must go beyond a de=-
ductive evaluation of theory, It must survey inductively
actual local churches, for in the local church is to be
found the best picture of church failure with youth,

"The social worker hesitates to criticize the
church, but viewing priscgs, hospitals, reformatories
and egourts, with one's:zears echoing stories of drab
lives, unlit by warmth of any genuine religious exper-
ience, children whose hearts have never beat faster for
the mystic presence of any spiritual being, youths by
hundreds who believe in nothing, know nothing of the
feeling of an enlarged, creative power . . . ‘the
social worker, seeing all this and knowing t@at to
these half-starved and bewildered young spirits
the least drop of water would be a miracle, questions
whether it is essential for churchmen to busy themselves

with talk of Fundamentalism versus Modernism, If clergy-
men cannot awsken youth to faith, humility and gratitude,
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or quicken hig enthugiasm for lifs beyond himgelf, the
chureh eannot cope with delinquency. « " 1

This study, therefore, will attempt not only to ascertain
ths trend of contemporary thought regarding proper aimg and teche
nigues in dealing with youth, but will go into aectual, living,
local churches, selscted for thsir representative quality, and
examine both their aims and the ir comparative ragults. It l1s
hoped4 that from this study will emerge a clue of permanent value
in the golution of the problem of chureh failure with youths

2+ The Nesd For A Definitive Study Of Aims In Youth Work

It has long been an axiom of education that little ecan be
9Xpeeted in conecrate achlevement where no ¢lear objective ig
eongelously helds This haa come to be an universally accepted
trulsm of religlous as mllia gacular eéucati‘on. Iegion are
the gelentific lists of correet aims in chureh work with youths
Yat, there remains congiderable variation, as well as downright
eonfusion, in the theory and application of thess aimg.

The question, "What are we seeking to achiave?" must not
only be agked but sinceraly and frankly answered, Not until a
speelfic answer to this question in a speelfle chureh has besn
glven ean the gpaeific program of that chureh be evaluated, And
not until the spse¢ifiie church program ean be studied ean any
worthy advanessg be made in & golution of the problem of chureh
fallure with youth.

L LA IR Y B BRI IR BN BB N IR BRI B

l, Van Waters, Mirlam, Youth In Confklet, pp. 140-141, Rspublic
Publishing Company, New York City, 1926,
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This study will seek thereiore to ascertain both the
trend of current definition of objective, and the effective-
ness of the application of the defined objective in the

local church,

3., The Need For A Re-evaluation Of The Results Of Modern
Methods \

Less emphasis needs to be placed on the theories and
technigues of youth activity as theories and techniques,
and more emphasis upon the nature of the results achieved,
We will study theory and technique only as related to cone-
crete achievement, Only in the vacuum of the student's
study can technique be divorced from results, Tecanigue
cannot stand alone, It must be considered as intrinsically
united with living achievement., It is in the results of
contemporary church youth activity that the answer to the
problem of theory and technigue must be found,

We wish therefore to find out exactly what the indi-
vidual church is achieving, The laboratory of the local
church must be the scene of our search for truth, for not
in abstract speculation, but in concrete achievement is te

be discovered the secret of failure or success.,

C. THE METHCD CF APPROACH
I. A Personal Study As Well As A Textual Study

We do not believe the answer to the problem of church
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failure with youth can be found apart from a gtudy of a apacifile
situation, W shall therefore be primarily conearned with the
youth aétivity in speeific representative churches. Howevsr,

In order to approach the individual chureh with & background

of awarenegs of the problems involved, we ghall dlscover first
what the outstanding leaders of youth are thinking in regpect

to objectives and techniques, then procead to investlgate with
all possible thoroughness ths concrete achlevements or lack
thereof in the speeific situations.

All problems are ultimatsly personal, dynamic, related to
lifs, not impersonal, atatie, lsolated from reality., A rich
étore of philosophlesl speculation and laboratory resgsarch
awaltg the student who d2lves into the available textbooks In
the f£isld, yet any textbook, however conerets in its delineation
of results, remains but a statie summary of a dynamie adventure.
Now toxztbooks mugt forever be written, new researches repeatedly
made, to keep alive the dynamie problem itself in the minds of
thoge who would sgolve 1t.

2, The Youth Program Of The Individual Church

In examining the youth aetivity within the individual
chureh, there are five arsas of Investilgatlon concerningthe
local church as 1t organizes 1tself to cope with the youth
problem,

Firgt of all we shall list in each chureh its youth
organizations and its youth work outside ths boundaries of
its owmn organizations, Secord, we shall list the devotional,
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reereational, and gelf-expressive activities and objlectlves
within each youth organization, Third, we shall study the
personality, efficiency, and originality of ths youth lsaders
in the speeific church, Fourth, we shall seek to clageglfy
the literature and sourceg used in the youth programs of the
loeal church as to their dynamic or static qualitisss And
fifth, wo shall agcertain both the expregged and the unex-
prossed motives of the youth workers in the churcheg of our
Invegtigations

3« The Regponse Of Individual Young People To The Specifie
~ Comureh Youth Program

To seeure the chureches' evaluation of their own youth
programg would not give us # complete pleture of the problem
we geek to understand. W must go to the young man and the
young woman who 40 not regpond in any way to those programs
&8s well as to the young people who do regpond if we would
face the prcblem ag 1t iss

Hence, this gtudy will survey the members of youth organs
izations in the gpeeific church ag compared numerically with
the complete memberghip roll of that chureh, as well ag the
percentage of young p3ople in the communlty who are membersg of
those youth org:a.nizs.‘lzi.ons;‘?z In addition to this fruitful gsourcs
of facts deacriptive of the chureh situation today in relation
to youth, we will include the results of personal interviews
with young people who have stated their reactions, both affirme
ative armd negative, to the youth organizations, aectivities,
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leaders, literature, and motives in the churehes of their
attendance, or, if they attend none, in the churches of their

communitiog,

Do THE DELIMITATION OF THIS STUDY

1., An Intensive Rather Than An Extensive Study

In this survey it shall bs our primary motive to evaluate
the youth aetivity of the loeal churehes in a repregentative
eomnunity. As a secondary congideration, we shall seek ex-
tengively to cover the flsld of contemporary thought as to alims
and teehniquese. The importance of our primary interest
riacesaar»ily places the major portion of our gtudy in the con-
erete investigation of speeific situationgs The gecondary
interegt of our gtudy will be itreated first inasmuch as it
constlitutes a necessary approach to an intelligent handling
of the individual youth programs considered.

2¢ The Youth Programs And Regponge In Representative

Churchssg Of A Modern €ity

A study of this kind eannot be begun in the large. It
must bs begun in the gmall -. the immediate rather than the
distant. Hence, four of the leading denominations of America,
as viewed in their churches in Whlte Plains and Yonkerg, New

York, have been selected for our invegtigationd

B, BOURCES
The gources of this study are of two kinds: (1) textual,
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and (2) perscnal.

The textual sources inelude a wide range of contemporary
thought among 1a;séera interested in the regults of youth
a&tlvity among the modern ehurehese

The personal sources include the following individual
churches of Westchegter County in the State of New York: The
Memorial Mo thodist Splscopal Church in Waite Plains, The
Trinity Iutheran Church in White Plains, The Ridgeview Congre=
gational Chureh in White Plaing, and The Nepperhan Avenue
Baptist Church in Yonkers.

The unwillingness of Roman Catholic and High Spiscopal
ehurehes, and of Orthodox Hebrew Agsemblles, to cooperate in
this invegtigation has precluded theApcasibility‘of the ir

inclugion in ths areas of this study.
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CHAPTER OMNE
THE TRENDS OF MCDERN THOUGHT
CONCERNING OBJECTIVES AND TECHNIQUES
IN YOUTH WORK AMONG THZ CHURCHES

When one attempts to discover the conselous objectives
of ehurohés and chureh leaders in their work wilth young people,
he immedlately pereceivesg that there are two slements obsservable
In these objeetives., Firast of all, every church worker with
youth hag, either in the foreground or background of his think-
ing, some idea of what he 1s trylng to achlsve, That is, he has
& theoretical ailm or goal, Llikewlss, ho has soms conselous
principle of the technique to be asgoelated with hig alm or goals
Thug to congider the alm of work wilth youth, one must congider
its two aspeets, practical as well as theoretical,

Put differently, each youth lesader hag in mind at loagt a
vague pleture of the youth who will represent the ideal end of
his work, ‘But he has more than thls vague pleture; he has also
gsome definite prineiplss of method or teehnlque by which to
achlisve hig ldsal goal,

It ig not within the framework of this thesis to ligt nor
to axamine the magnifold systems of method in the fisld, It is
rather our purpose to understand the prineipls behind the gelec-
tlon of a method, for thig principle must inevitably be clogely
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aggociated with the aim or the goal itself -- 80 closely
associsted, In fact, as to be lndeed a part of that aim or
goel. We will, therefore, seek to trace first the various
1deas and ideals regarding motive and aim, and second the
principles of method behind the techniques selected through
which to fulfll the aim.

It is well at this point to indicate the basis for the
writer's selection of sources used in the investigation.
First, a sincere attempt was made to cover = wide-range of
viewpoint among writers in the field. Tnat 1s, since the
invegtigation of contemporary thougzht about youth work in
this thesis is inductive rather than deductive, the ideal was
8 wide selection of sources without previous jJjudgment, and to
allow these wvarious authors to speak for themselves so as to
create a composite picturé of what 1s being thought. In
‘other words, the attempt in this thesis as regards the opinions
of writers in the field isg to garner a broad understanding of
contemporary belief about motives and technigques in church
work with youth.

To select at the beginning any prepared list of sources
would be to miss the point of this investigation. Tnhe thought
is to find out what 1s being written on tﬁe subject from any
and all viewpoints, whether officislly recognized by any
group &g authoritative or not. Prepared lists of sources
are only indications of a reason for gelection, which may

prove to be the desire to sustain a prejudiced argument.
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The malin idea, therefore, in the selection of sources
was to escape any prepared list, and to gather together,
deliberately at random, &as wide as possible & group of
bookes in the field.

Thus many books are chosen which have no dirsct bearing
on - church work with youth, but are of considerable value in
defining the nature of youth and the desired ends of youth
traininge. Books which approach the probkem of youth's
training from the standpeint of purely religious interest,
of adolescent psychology, of youth delinguency as a goclo-
logicel problem, and of purely secular education are
.purposely included. Any book at &ll which has youth and
yduth training for 1ts ares of consideration has a contri-
bution to make to the searcher after clear thousht on the
problems of youth gﬁidance. Had the scope of this thesis
» permitted, the writer would have attempted an exhaustive
inductive study’of all contemporary works on youth.

As the succeeding chapters of thls thesis constitute
an attempt to discover what is being done by youth leaders
in specific churches, this chapter seeks to discover what
is being thought. TO thls end, thirty-nine sources, com=-
prising many approaches to the problems of youth training,
are investigated. All are classified as dealing with church
work with youth though in some cases, as will be seen, the
relationship is indirect rather than direct, though none the

less important in helping to secure a well-rounded picture
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of contemporary thought about the training of youth.

A. VARIED CONCEPTIONS COF ENDS
IN CHURCH WORK WITH YOUTH
In classifying the following views of the correct ob-
Jectives in church work with the adolescent into Personal and
Social, the basis of distinetion has been the degree to which
each expression or definition of gim was obviocusly of & dom=-
inantly personal or soclal emphasis. In many cases, as will
be evident, definitions of aim include both & personal and a
social emphasis, though in no case could 1t be justly said
that an author stresses both the personal and the social
equally. Either the personal or the social is dominant.
Again, personal aims often have soclal implications, and
social aims are often personally applied. By the term personzl,
however, is meant a statement of youth objective which, though
1t may have soclal Implications, 1s primerily and predomin-
antly interested in the personal relationship to God. And
by social is meant a statement of objective which, though
expresged in personal terms, is primarily and predominantly

interested in social intsgratlon.

l. Personal Conceptlons of Aim
The church worker with youth emphasizing personal sims
invariably thinks of hie work ag a force operating toward

the establishment or reestablishment of contact between the
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soul of the youth and God., This purpose, rooted in personal
regeneration, is basic in all writers on the subject of aim
with a predominantly personal emphasis.

This point of view, far from being laid aside as an
outworn conception of objective, is still vigorocusly main-

tained,

The personal adjustment to Christ receives dominant em-
phasis in James v. Thompson's "Handbook For Workers With Young
Pe0p1§", though a social quality is clearly observable also.

Thompson lists sixteen desired responses in work with young

people,

"l, A personal consecration to the program of
Jesus Christ as Savior and Leader,
u "2. Active membership in the church, including
attendance and partiecipation.

"3, Habits of Christian conduct in daily life.

"4, Increasing enrichment of personal life through
daily prayer and Bible study,

U5, An enlarging place in the service activities
of home, church, community, and world,

"3, A recognition of God's guidance in history,
and in the life of today, both national and individual.

"7, Cuoice of life-work and preparation for ser-

vice in the chosen field,

"8, TIncreasing efficiency in both work and re-
creation,

"9, Enlarging conception of the place and program
of the church in the world's work,
" "10, Helpful relations with younger life,

11l, Willingness to apply the boundless energy
of this stage to the constructive tasks of home, church,
comminity, world,

112, Eagerness to spread the knowledge of Jesus
Christ to the ends of the earth,

113, Increasing powers of self-expression in
prayer, testimony, and service activity.

nja, Habits of service tharough giving of self,

time, substance. .
115, Both a vocation and an avocation.
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"16, A belief that the Christian principles offer
a practical basis for modern life,% 1

Mr. Thompson has obviously gone to considerable trouble
to arrange a complete list of objectives. He has admirably
covered nearly every phase of life which might be considered
in such a list. The personal relationship with Jesus Christ
as Savior and Leader is, being first mentioned, the dominant
factor, though the domestic, community, and natiomal or
world significance of this basic relationship is not over-
looked, |

Depending upon one's estimate of Thompson's own evalua-
tion of these objectives, personal consecration to the program
of Christ as Savior and Leader, being first, would seem to
be considered by Thompson of primary importance. It is for
this reason that his statement of objective at this point ia
listed among those of dominant personal interest, However,
| let us look at other facts which emerge from this statement.
Ten of these objectives have an undeniable social emphasis,
the third, fifth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh,

fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth, while only five are
dominantly personal in scope, the first, second, fourth,
sixth, and twelfth, and one, the thirteenth, may be con-
gsidered both personal and social., This would seem to
suggest that church, community, and world problems must
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1., Thompson, James V., Handbook For Workers With Young
People, pr. 49-50,
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be brought emphatically to youth's attention as well as his
relationship to Christ. In fact, a view of this statement
as a whole would emphasize that youth's interest and
appreciation for social well-being is a factor which will
naturally emerge from his commitment to Christ,

Thompson is seen, therefore, as seeking personal
commitment to Christ and what to him must be the natural
outgrowth of such a commitment; social awareness and re-
sponsibility. Though personal commitment to Christ comes
first in this statement, social responsibility receives
even a stronger emphasis, as the ten-five proportion indi-
cates, The fact, however, that the social responsibility
follows rather than precedes personal commitment to Christ
is significant, Undeniably the stronger emphasis here is
social, but the basic emphasis personal.

Thompson would train youth to be a completely well-
rounded and responsible member of soclety as well as a
personal disciple of Christ, and would feel that the
social emerges naturally and normally out of the personal.
There is no blind disregard of social responsibility here,
but an emphatic recognition of it as a normal outgrowth
of personal consecration to Christ, This is a significant
contribution to any attempt at definition of sound objective
with youth,

A unique and vivid personal emphasis is to be found
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in Charles Frances McKoy's "The Art Of Jesus As A Teacher."
"Jesus sought to impart His spirit through intimate
contact., He was more concerned that His followers
should know Him than that they should remember any
particular form of words. . . Jesus made Himself
the center of His own teaching: 'I am the Way, the
Truth, and the Life' (John 14:8) ., . . The transfor-
mation of character on the part of all the disciples
was accomplished so gradually and yet so completely
that the Peter, James, and John of the Acts of the
Apostles seem utterly different from the untrained
fishermen of the early days of Jesus' ministry." 1
There is a strong suggestion in this utterance of
the principles behind a system of method, Though this is
true, and these words could with equal appropriateness be
used in connection with determining a basis for selecting
a technique, they remain a vivid definition of the personal
goal of work with youth, namely, to impart to youth through
an intimate contact with Christ a satisfying and a trans-
forming knowledge of Him. This is a strong emphasis upon
the personal relationship to Christ not only as a way to
God but also as a source of transfopming power in the
building of character, There is no expressed social
emphasis here, but a peculiarly vivid personal one, im-
plying that the one supremely important result to be
obtained, upon which all others depend, is a transforming
personal and intimate knowledge of Christ.
A predominantly personal list of specific aims in
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1. McKoy, Charles Frances, The Art Of Jesus As A Teacher,
pp. 140-141, ,
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dealing with youth is found in the book, "Learning To
Teach From The Master Teacher", by John A, Marquis., Among
these specific goals are: the communication of religious
knowledge, the awakening and directing of thought about
religion, the inducing of a decision in behalf of religion,
the cultivation of character, and the culmination --
preparation for service.l

There are five spetific goals mentioned here. Of
these five, three are purely religious in a personal
sense, the fourth is equally personal though it might be
considered less religious, and only one is social, This
proportion is significant, However, it is interesting to
note that the fifth, preparation for service, is described
as the culmination of the others, One gets the impression
that Marquis believes that service, a social emphasis, is
really the end in view in youth training, However, the
social goal of service is last on the list, and the
purely personal relation to God occupies four of the five
ocbjectives, Though Marquis describes service as the cul-
mination of personal religious development, he emphasizes
the personal religious development as the prime essential
in a four-five proportion, This is to be contrasted to
Thompson's ten-five proportion in emphasis upon the social,
though recognition of the personal as basic.2

s 0PSB BSOS

1. Cf., Marquis, John A., Learning To Teach From The
Master Teacher, pp. 9=-15.
2. Cf,, Ante, p. 16,
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Another statement of the personal emphasis, expressed
in more general terms, is that of Powell in his "Education
For Life With God", in which he defines the Christian con-
ception of the whole of education as preparation for life
with God, He asks the question as to what Christian educa-
tion in a distinctive sense might be, and answers that it
is the viewing of all education as preparation for
communion with God, He feels that this view of Christian
education is the raising of religious education, so-called,
to the Christian level.l

Life with God may or may not be conceived as possegsing
social implications, but it undeniably bears a predominantly
personal interest, Throughout all of his training, youth
is to be prepared for and brought to the point of communion
and fellowship with God{

Moxcey defines the ideal result of church work with
youth as the youth's ability to say from the heart, "My
wilt is to do His will".2

Both personal relationship and socially responsible
action are suggested here., That is, the personal relation-
ship is heart-felt alliance with God's will, but the doing
of Hid will implies action which may be of a social nature,
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1, Cf., Powell, Wilfred E,, Education For Life With God,

Pp. 239-256,
2, Cf., Moxcey, Mary E,, Finding My Place, pp. 307-317,
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We have observed certain marked trends in these
personal conceptions of aim, While each statement revealed
a recbgnition of the basic emphasis upon personal relation-
ship to Christ and to God, not all of them gave equal place
to social implications., Thompson placed personal consecra-
tion to Christ at the head of his list, but gave the social
outgrowth in well-rounded domestic, community, and world
service activity a larger emphasis in a ten-five proportion.l
McKoy gave us a vivid definition of youth training in his
estimate of Jesus' method as a teacher, pointing to the
supreme importance of the impartation of a personal satis-
fying and transforming knowledge of Christ through intimate
contact.2 Marquis suggested that preparation for service
was the culmination of personal religious development, but
emphasized the personal religious development in a four-
five prcportion.3 Powell definea tne ends of youth training
as preparation ror lire with God.4 And Moxcey defigédﬁ
the ideal result of church work with yguth as heartfelt
alliance with and doing of God's will, ¢ A

There are five definitions here, all of them with
basic recognition of the personal relation to God; yet
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1. Cf. Ante, pp. 15-16,
2., Cf. Ante, p. 18,
3. Cf, Ante, p. 19.
4, Cf. Ante; p. 20,
5. Cf. Ante, p. 20,
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only one gives a thorough place in its definition,for
social implications, a second suggests that the social -

is the culmination of the personal but makes only slight
reference to it, and the remaining three make no specific
mention of the social, From these five definitiqns; there-
fore, one may draw the conclusion that among these five ‘
at least the goal of work with youth is predominantly ;
the youth's personal relationship to Christ and to God,
ont from which may issue strong social awareness and

responsibility, though only one of these authors gives

gsocial responsibility any considerable attention,

2, Social Conceptions Of Aim ‘ e
Perhavpa the best statement of the goal of church;wcyk
with youth from the oredominantly social point of view isg
the formulation by The International Council Of Religious
Education in its Leaders' Manual for The Christian Quest
Series; entitled; "The Goal Of The Christian Quest”. -

"The goal of the Christian Quest is to weave the
strands of Christian motive and purpose into the grow-
ing fabriec of the ever-vresent Quests of youth,‘ For,
go on Quests they will, these vouths of our dav, - -
Quests of Mind, eager searches of the Body, Quesits
for material gain, Quests for new achievement, Quests
for the undiscovered secrets that God alwavs holds
beyond the fringe of our present knowledge as a reward
for the intrepid pioneer, Shall they go forth on a
nagan or a Christian Quest, seeking a vagan or a
Christian answer to our problems of race and war
and social strifeg Shall the Quest of their hearts
be for a material kingdom. for mercenary success as-.
an erd in itself, for mere sensual thrill and satis-
faction, for a devotion omlv to old forms and outgrown
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wavs, or for a fellowship with God that shall be

vital and transforming, for the Kingdom of God on

earth, for new interpretations of the meaning of’

the age-old Evangel, for Christian habit in every

area of life, and for a society that shall indeed

be Christiany Shall they indeed seek first the

Kingdom of God? Only the future c¢an answer," 1

- Typical of this point of view is the infinitive, "to

weave'", The emphasis is upon the gradual‘deveLOpmepp“ipi
the individual of Christian habits of thinking and acting.
There is a versonal quality in this definition of goa;,fw
but. a strong social awareness and responsibility is evident
in the emphasis upon the seeking of solutions to our problems
of race and war and social strife toward the building of
a society that shall indeed be Christian, A fellowship
with God in the Kingdom of God, however, is emphasized,
though it is the kingdom of God on earth that is sought --
a social ideal, 1

In a statement that has both’personalvsuggestiveness
and clearly social implications, Charles E. McKinley

states:

"From our standpoint, the problem of bringing
souls to God shanes itself this wayv: how shall the
sviritual powers now dormant in the soul of the
child or lying in helpless incarceration behind
dense walls of worldliness and selfishness and
sensuality in the mature sinner, find their way
forth into light and activity?" 2
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1. The Christian Quest. Leaders' Manual, Youth and
© Jesus! Way of Life, - o ‘
2, McKinlev, Charles E,, Educational Evangelism, p. 110,
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Here again the gradual as opposed to the crisis in-
culcation of Christian viewpoint is emphasized., The,;y
nersonal quality of bringing souls to God in a spiritual
awakening is here, vet the terms ﬂworldliness"; "selfish-
ness"; and "sensuality" suggest the social implications

of spiritual awakenlng.

Paul R. Hanna, in his "Youth Serves The Communlty"'
finds that the challenge offered by the millions Qf un-
awakened young people determines in part the nature of
the goal., Though this source is not primarily involved
with formal church work with youth, it reflects a sig-
nificant emphasis uvon the social integration of youth;ﬂ
and therefore has an indirect but important contribution
to religious deflnltions of obgectlve.

‘"Children and youth, millions of them the world
over, restless with tremendous energies! Communitles,
thousands of them from pole to pole, embracing the
conditions and materials from which we may create a
far more ideal environment for better living! On the
one hand, the great energy of youth requiring only
a dynamic purpose to make that force the most cone-
structive factor in social progress. 'On the other
hand, cultures rich in potentialities, needing a
great constructive force to realize the abundant
human life which they are capable of providing, To
¢oordinate these two mighty resources -- to harness
the energy of youth to the task of progressively”
improving conditions of community life -~ that is
the supreme challenge to educational and social
statesmanship," 1
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1, Hanna, Paul R.,, Youth Serves The Community, pp. 21-22,
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This expression constitutes a vivid‘declaration
of the challenge fourd in the social approach to the
matter of goal. Youth is to be awakened and drawn into -
building the community for human enjoyment. This pfesents
the purely social viewpoint on work with youth, To this
end of training youth as a social constructive forceqH%nna
talks of Public Safety; Civic Beauty; Community Health,
Agriculture and Industrial Improvement; and Civic Arts
as the fields of youth challenge and interest.l“ o
Hanna includes a brief creed from one of the groups.
of young people he discusses; suggesting its value as de-
picting the goal of youth work in terms of youth attitude,
"We believe in service for others, in health of mind and
body to fit us for better service, and in world-wide
friendship," ° o -
Complete socialization of youth, without regard for
nersonal relationships with God; is the goal of this
viewpoint. o
The behavior pattern of the Determinist school plays
its part in the definition of objective.

"Any effective education for character will need’
to carry forward its work within the behavior pattern.

..............
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1. Hanna 0p. Clt. PP. 42-197,
2, Ibié, p. 123, ’
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Character as an intelligent; effective; and dependable

T B el ot et

dance, in living the Good Life, Moreover this ex~ - -

verience will take place not in artifieially con- -~

atructed situations, but realistically, in the actual

situations which living presents to growing persons." 1

- There seems to be a trace of the pragmatism of John

Dewey in these words, The goal of character is not to be
adhieved by words; but by deeds in natural as opposed to
artificial situations evoking intelligent response., Its
emphasis is upon character formation of youth in life situa-
tions. This character formation is not based upon personal
commitment to God but upon social integration in life
situations, »

A completely social emphasis is found in Upton Sin-.
clair's definition of aims in youth training, While Sin- -
clair is not primarily concerned with church youth t?g;ning;
the church youth worker may find a helpful clarification- of
aims_in his own work by consulting a secular source pf-;his
kind, Church work with youth does not exist unto itself
alone; separate from 1ife; but; as a part of life, cannot -
ignore the best thought or any thought based on the secular
approach, Sinclair is vitally interested in youth, and
what he gims to achieve inyyguth may help us to clarify

our own religious objectives,

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

SO R E ST P OO SOTSEDY

1. Bower, William Clayton, Character Through Creative
Experience, p. 257,
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"That is my program for colleges (that is,
education) -- to discuss the vital ideas, the subjects
that men are arguing and fighting over, the problems
that men are flacing, and that must be solved if our
society is not to be rent by civil war, Everybody
is interested in these questions, 0ld and young,
rich and poor, high and low, and if you deal with
them you solve several vexing problems at once. You
solve the problem of getting students to study,
and also the problem of student morals; you turn
your college from a country club to which elegant
young gentlemen come to wear good clothes and play
ganies; and more or less in secret to drink and car-
ouge -- you turn it from that into a place where
ideas are taken seriously; and the young learn the
use of the most wonderful tool that the human race’
has so far developed, that of experimental science. . .
You go out into life as a young warrior with an en-
chanted sword, all powerful against all enemies, To
forge that sword and train you in the care of it and
the use of it -- that is the true task of our institu-
tions of higher education, To that end the call goes
out to al: men and women, who have believed in reason,
and wish to nave it vindlcated and used in the world," 1

The main thought in this statement which may be helpful
to the church worker with youth is the use of vital, con-
temporary issues as a basis for discussion, thus achieving
two fine results at once, the arousing of genuine interest,
and the teaching of youth that ideas are 1o be taken ser-
iously., Certainly no picture of what is being thought
about youth training, religious or secular, would be come
plete without this emphasis upon the utilization of vital
ideas as a means to the end of interested and serious
thinking on the part of youth,

2 90090098302

1., Sinclair, Upton, The Goose-Step, A Study Of American
Education, p. 477,
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Health, self-control, self-reliance, reliability,
clean play, duty, good workmanship, team-work, kindness,
and loyalty are objectives of work with youth as outlined
by another writer with a social emphasis, W. W, Charters,
who describes soclial ideals to be inculcated rather than
divine relationships to be established.l

To arouse in youth an appreciation of life bordering
upon a spirit of reverence is the goal of youth work as
conceived by Alfred E, Stearns, who begins a chapter in
his book, "The Challenge Of Youth'", with a unique quota-
tion from Thomas Carlyle.

"The man who cannot wonder, who does not habit-
ually wonder and worship, were he president of in-
numerable Royal Societies, and carried the 'Mechan-
igue Celeste' and 'Hegel's Philosophy', and the
epitome of all laboratories and observatories with
their results, in his single head -- is but a pair
of spectacles behind which there is no eye." 2
The emphasis here is neither purely personal nor

social, The suggestion is the development of an
appreciative awareness of the great meanings and relation-
ships behind the observable facts, or reverent wonder,

Erdman Harris in his book, "Twenty-One'", describes
in four statements and a question his definition of what
he wishes achieved in youth, "Modern man should feel him-
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1, ¢€f., Charters, W, W., Teaching Of Ideals, pp. 51-52.
2, Stearns, Alfred E,, The Challenge Of Youth, p. 66,
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self a citizen of the universe," ' "He should iry to
figure out a reasonable explanation," ¢ "He should
feel himself a man of the world."'3 "He should be master
of himself," ‘ "What do you stand for?"s

The first of these five points of emphasis suggests
a possible personal relationship to God, though adjustment
to the objective universe is the main consideration, The
second is philosophical though having both personal and
social implications, The fourth is clearly a picture of
social integration in the self-control of character, while
the third is social integration in confident adjustment,
The fifth deals with standards and loyalties in human re-
lationships, Thus we see that three out of these five
points of emphasis are purely social, and that the remain-
ing two, while allowing for the personal, have primary
social implications, On a three-two relationship, at
least, this definition of the youth we seek to create
emphasizes youth's social integration.

Charles E, Raven in his book, "Christ and Modern Ed-
ucation", brings us back to the Determinist and his be-
havior pattern, The youth's salvation, according to Raven,
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2. TIbid, p. 190,
3. Ibid, p. 197,
4, 1Ibid, p. 202,
5, Ibid, p. 201,
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lies in the development within him of patterns of decision
and choice which will be socially acceptable,

"For, within this multitude of impressions being
made upon it, the child inevitably selects from among
them consciously or subconsciously. What determines
our first choices, why it is that certain incidents
remain indelibly fixed in our minds and certain
qualities impressed upon our characters, is difficult
to define preeisely; for the process begins with life
itself in the phase of infancy, where memory cannot
penetrate and exact observation is impossible, At
first our method is mainly, if not solely, that of
trial and errorj later our experience of the previous
consequences influences our decision, and imagination
forecasts what the result of a particular action will
be; gradually by choosing what attracts we gain know-
1eége of what is in our interest and develope lines
of definite poliey, thus building up a character to
which certain qualities or actions appeal while others
are repellent, The gself grows as it organizes its
experiences in relation to a stable center of interest,
to which all the pursuits and activities that attract
us are related and which links them together in an
integrated whole, When there is no strong center,
we get the dilettante; the type that flits from one
occupation to another without consigtency or settled
purpose, Where the center is not strong enough to
attach itself to interests that attract us, although
alien to our main purposes in life, we get subsidiary
centers formed, and the individual becomes a piece of
patchwork, coloured partly, say, by his devotion to
home and parents and 1egitimate ambitions, partly by
a passion for excitement which, having no relation to
his chief interest, is kept secret and expresses itself
in surreptitious gambling, Only where the center of
interest is rich in values, only as it embraces the
content of a full and good l1life, will it unify and
order all the legitimate aspira%ions of human nature,
and at once inspire and control the exercise of all
its faculties, Such an interest, at once dominant
and satisfying, is the supreme condition of happy
and effective living, It should be the chief task
of education to discover such an interest and foster
its acceptance, For only if we seek to serve a worthy
end and feel that our work is related to real values

shall we learn with zest." 1

1, Raven, Charles E,, Christ and Modern Education, pp. 61-63.
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No more comprehensive and at the same time clear
picture of the mind of the youth we would lead to Christian
perfection can be found, Two facts emerge from this state-
ment, First, the mind of youth is confused by conflicting
desires, Second, a stirong, dominant center of interest,
around which the whole of life arranges itself, gives youth
both happiness of mind issuing from the cessation of turmoil
and effectiveness in applying himself to his chosen tasks.

Whether this strong and dominant center of interest
shall be purely personal or purely social, it must possess
sufficient strength to arrange all the other youth interests
and attractions around itself in harmonious integration,

A basic aim, therefore, in youth work must be the discovery
or the development or the impartation of a worthy and domine
ant interest, to which all others become secondary, Not
gimply a dominant interest, but a dominant interest which

is both a worthy end and one related to real values ig that
the acceptance of which the youth worker must seek to foster.

Catherine Atkinson Miller in her book; #The Successful
Young People's Society", defines what might in this connec-
tion be considered an admirable dominant interest around

which to integrate youth,

“Should not young people be enlisteé& in that
cam.ai%n of service and sacrifice that shall never
end while the darkness of illiteracy and superstition
exigts, while the oppression of poverty anid injustice
is anvwhere known, while low ideals and hurtful
soclal customs remaln, while children must toil
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in factories and mills, while the world besmirches

the ideals of the young, while any man anywhere

knows not the love of Christ who came to seek and

save that which was lost." 1

The socially-reconstructive purposes of great-souled
Christianity and the significance of Christ, the great
resource of personal inspiration and challenge, are here
uniquely united. Youth is to be enlisted in a dominant
interest of sacrificial service in the love of Christ.
Moral issues as regards personal conduct are to find a

normal solution as they relate themgelves to this dominant

interest,

Moral conduct as it ascends toward social altruism
is the emphasis of Lena K., and William S, Sadler in their

attempts at "Piloting Modern Youth",

"Youth at first requires guidance, always stands
in need of moral training; but it is the purpase of
education so to train the young that they will ac-
quire that self-control which will lead them of
their own free will to make preferential choice of
moral conduct,® 2

The many levels of moral conduct, as the Sadlers
point out, rise toward altruism, "McDougall has classi-
fied these levels as: 1l- Instinctive behavior, 2- Reward
and Punishment, 3- Social approval and disapproval, and
4- Altruism.“3
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Society, p. 195,

2, Sadler, William S, and Lena K., Piloting Modern Youth,
p. 314,

3, Ibid, p. 317,
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Our work with youth is for the purpose of raising
youth to the highest level of morality, namely, altruism,
The social implications of this emphasis are obvious,

The Sadlers list six wvalues of religious influence
upon the young,

"l, Religion can be utilized to associate and
unify the otherwise disturbed mental life and con-
fused experience of youth,

"2, Religion can be used as a yardstick for
measuring various moral values and social obliga-
tions

;3. Religion elevates youth's ideals and ine

culcates a valuable ethical motive of unselfish-
ness,

"4, Religion augments self-control,
"5, Religion aids in resolving emotional
conflicts,
"8, Religion leads to worship and expansion
of spiritual l1life," 1
Cf these six listed values of religious influence
upon the young, only one is personal, the sixth and last,
while three are social, the second, third, and fourth,
and two are psychological, involving both personal and
social implications, the first and fifth, Eliminating
the two which have both personal and social implications,
the proportion is three-one in emphasis upon the social
outcome of religious ibfluence, or including them, the
proportion is four-two, The first and fifth emphasize
a unifying and integrating interest, suggesting the
2

thought of Raven on worthy dominant ends,
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It is of value to note the verbs in this list of
statements regarding religious influence; "Can be utilized",
"can be used", "elevates", "augments", "aids", and "leads",
The first two are passive, ine last rour active, Omne
psycnoiogical and one social value of religious influence
are characterized in passive verbs., Two social, one
psychological, and one personal are characterized in active
verbs, This illustrates the dynamic quality of religion
in its influence upon youth,

An intellectual value is also to be found in religious

influence,

"As we analyze our modern youth, their one . .
great trouble seems to be that they think super-
fiecially. . Religion, if properly taught, certainly
would help young people to grasp the meaning and
values of life.," 1

E. Morris Fergusson defines the aim or Christian

work with youth as the forming of Christian character
; - = s

. <
which is conduct under irmer control,

S8imilarly, "It (the aim) is . . . free commitment of

the self to the Ideal which isathe climax toward which all

emotional processes converge,"

Again, 1
“Clearly, the business of the church at this
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1. Sadler, Cp, Cit., P. 325, - oo
2, Cf,.'Fergusson, E, Morris. Teaching Christianity, vp.
T 8-10, ' : LA
3, The Committee On The War And The Religious Outlook
Appointed By The Federal Council Of Churches Of Chbist
In America, The Teaching Work Of The Church, p. 92,
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time is to seek toc bring about in the young person
unity of consciousness , . . 1o énlist youth in
some form of Christian enterprise.," 1
There are three observable elements in these last
two statements. First, the end is free commitment of the
self to the Ideal., Second, this free commitment is ex~
pected to eventuate in personal unity of consciousness.
Third, enlistment in some form of Christian enterprise
is to be both a result of free commitment to the Ideal
and a cause of unity of consciousness, The dominant_
interest as an integrating factor in the life of youth
is here given a social emphasis in an active Christian
enter??ise inspired and supported by commitment to the
Ideal., | | o
| Heroic moral conduct in social altruism is the
emphasis in Cynthia Pearl Maus' definition of the goal
of Christian work with youth, V o
"The primary aim of religious education is noi-
to teach-the Bible, especially the Life and Teachings
of Jesus, as an ené in itself, but always as a means
to the end of producing followers of Christ heréic
enocugh to try to live daily the ideals of Jesus,
The goal of Christian Education is Christlike char-
acter; . The teacher's task is to discover that

vital, dynamic truth and to present it in so vivid
a way as to make aporovriation spontaneous, easy,

natural,® 2

Toward this goal of social sltruism in Christlike
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character, the knowledge of Christ is to be a means, not
an end, for it is the Christlike character itself, rather
than its source, which bears the important responsibility
in contemporary living,

In "Christian Worship For American Youth" by Laura
Armstrong Athearn, conduct cohtrolled from within is again
emphasized as the fundamental objective,

"The end in view is the development of an inmer
control to help boys and girls in the making of
choices for right thought and conduct in every
day life," 1
This inner control again suggests the unifying and

integrating influence of a strong, dominant center of
interest,

In W, Ryland Boorman's “Independent Young Thinkers"
is to be found a unique expression of the meaning of
religion as heroic loyalty, "Religion is at heart loyalty =--
Ioyalty to the highest we know (Royce)."? And there
follows a significant chhllenge; "Young man, identify
yourself with some great but unpopular cause (Wendell
Phillips).“s

¥, Stanley High emphasizes the necessity of socially-
minded youth as one phase of the goal of our youth programs,
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1. Athearn, Laura Armstrong, Christian Worship For
American Youth, p. 23,

2., Boorman, W, Ryiand, Independent Young Thinkers, p. 86,

3, Ibid, p. 86,
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"It is an obvious fact that from among the youth
of the world, and especially from among the student
youth, there must come whatever leadership will be
found to bring about industrial and political, social,
and religious world re-building.," 1
High's emphasis is to the effect that only socially-

minded youth, heroces of reconstruction, can furnish the
needed energy and vision and leadership to re-~build the
world, Hence, there emerges a strong suggestion as to the
aim of work with youth -- to awaken this social mindedness
and to inspire its heroic action,

A less socially-reconstructive but equally social
viewpoint is that of Sidney I, Schwab and Borden S. Veeder
in "The Adolescent, His Conflicts and Escapes",

"Religion then to the adolescent is a social
matter, a contrivance of social usage, planned to fit
the adolescent more securely into the social fabric
of which he is becoming more and more a part, It is ., . .
a series of settled ideas about unsettled things
that give him a short path to convictions on things
of paramount importance,™ 2
The emphasis here is not social reconstruction, but

social integration as a goal of work with youth, |

The purpose of religious work with youth, according
tc Forrest Lamar Knapp, is to develope sensitiveness,

3
initiative, and service,
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1, High, €. Stanley, Revolt of Youth, p. 210,

2e Schwab Sidney I. and Veeder, Borden S.y The Adolescent,
His Conflicts and Escapes pp. 171-172,

3., Cf,, Knapp, Forrest Lamar, Leadership Education In The
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Sensitiveness may or may not suggest the personal
relationship to God, but both initiative and service
plainly relate themselves to social aims,

In the title of a book by Wilfred E. Powell is found
a splendid short summary of his conception of aim in work
with youth, "The Growth Of Christian Personality“.l' Another
phrasing of the same definition might be, "the development
of Christlike character®, The thought is both suggestive
of the source of such character, God, and of the outcome in
social altruism,

We have traced the trends of contemporary thought about
motives in youth work from a social point of view through
twenty sources, The fact that in our deliberate random
selection of books dealing with the training of youth twenty
emphasized the social, while only five as far as we have
studied emphasized the purely personal, is in itself
suggestive of the modern trend, In these twenity sources
as we have studied them, there have emerged seven major
divislens. of emphasis, though all in the social trend.

One of these divisions, though subdivided into three groups,
is by far theklarvest; having nine of the sources included
in its scope, The nexf largest division has three sources
supporting it., Then there are three diwisione supported by
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1. Powell, Wilfred E., The Growth Of Christian Personality,
Title Page,
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two sources each, The last two divisions are supported
only by one source each,

Nine sources among those we have studied emphasize the
social aim of social service in a clear, understandable
way. Of these nine, two are concerned with a completely
socialized community service without personal religious
implications, two are emphatic in their definition of service
as high social altruism, and five clearly emphasize service
of a social and a sacrificial nature inspired by and having
similar qualities to the sacrificial service of Christ,
Among these nine social service sources are: l- For
completely socialized community service without emphasis
upon personal religious esfperience, Hannal, and Charters,
2- For a conception of service as high social altruism,
Sadler and Knapp.4 3- For service similar to the sacri-
ficial service of Christ, gillers% The Commgttee Oon Wag
And The Religious Outlook, Maus, Boorman, and High,

Three sources among those studied define the objective
of youth work in churches as a gradual development, The

10 11 12
Christian Quest, McKinley, and Powell,
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1. Cf.’ An'be, Pe 24:. 7. Cf', Ante, P 35.
2, Cf., Ante, p. 28, 8 Cf., Ante, p. 36,
3. Cf., Ante, p., 32, 9, Cf., Ante, p. 37,
4, Cf,, Ante, p. 37, 10. Cf,, Ante, p. 23,
5’ Cf. ’ AntE’ p. 31. 11’ Cf‘ , ﬁn‘te’ p. 23.

6, Cf., Ante, p. 34. lz2, Cf,, Ante, p. 37,
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Two sources among those studied define the aim in
youth work as the development of conduct under inner cone-
trol -~ Fergussonl and.Athearn? Two more sources define
the aim as harmonious integration into society as it is --
Harris? and Schwab and Veedef? Two additional sources
define the training of character as the goal, but add the
specific requirement that character be formed not in
artificial but in gealistic siéuations evoking character
responses -- Bower and Raven., One source emphasizes
reverent appreciétion as the goal to be obtained in youth,
Stearns.7 - Sinclair, who also stands alone, though
somewhat supported by Sadlera, émphasizes the developing of

the youth's ability to deal seriously with real and vital
9
ideaSo

Among these geven divisions of sources grouped in
accordance with the dominant emphasis of each we observe
that the definition of the aim of work with youth as the

sacrificial heroic service in the love of Christ and like-

1. Cf. Ante, p. 34,
2, Cf, Ante, p. 36,
3. Cf. Ante, p. 29,
4, Cf, Ante, p. 37,
5., Cf. Ante, p. 26,
6. Cf, Ante, p. 30,
7. Cf. Ante, p. 28,
8, Cf, Ante, p. 33,
9, Cf, Ante, p. 27,
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ness to Him in social service was emphatically the dominant
emphasis, with completely socialized service and service as
social altruism closely allied, Next in dominant emphasis
was the gradual development of Christian character, Equal
emphasis was placed on Tue next vuree aerinitions of aims
in youth work, conduct as guided by inner control, inte-
gration into society as it i@, and character development

in realistic life situations. Least emphasis was placed

on the last two definitions of aims in youth work, to
cultivate reverent wonder and worship, and to stimulate

youth to think seriously about vital conemporary ideas,

Be. VARTED CONUEPTICES CF TECHNIQUES
AS RELATED TO EINDS IN CHURCH
WORK WITH YOUTH |
The »rinciples of selection of techniques are so
closelv associated with the ends desired that they are -
often hard to distinguish. Techniques inevitably folloy
the personal or the social conception of aim, We shall,
therefbre; list our findings under the two heads, "Techw
nigues Calculated To Bring About Personal Commitment.?o“w
Christ"; and "Techniques Calculated To Bring About Social

Tntegration of Individual Personality",
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1., Techniques Calculated To Bring About Personal

Commitment To Christ

A Basic necessity in dealing with the child or youth
whom we would lead to Christ is granting him individual
freedom and seeking té impart to him a sense of his own -
responsibility. There carn be no sympathy with an attempt
tc regiment youth into commitment to Christ; for nothing
can replace "individual freedom and responsibility, which
was set forth as a natural, normal element in the
spiritual experience of adolescence."l

Achieving personal commitment to Christ can never be

a family matter,

"The hope of rearing children in Christian
househoelds to out-populate the unChristian families
among us has vanished, if indeed it ever was ser-
ionslv entertained," 2

Jesus! technmcue in secking personal commitment to

Himgelf is cited.

*Jesus was both preacher and teacherj but His -
nurpose was onej all His teaching was evangellstlc,
all His preachlng was educational.® 3

Jesus was both the bringer of a message and the imparter

of knowledge. The youth worker must incorporate both

H

evangelism and education if he would bring youth to Christ,

for vouth has both a mind and a will.

1, McKinley, Op. Cit., p. 71,

2, Ibid, p. 102,
3. Ibid, p. 108,
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McKinley finds that "Jesus! method of evangelism

consisted of three elements: suggestion, imitation,
1
apperception of truth.,"

The essential working principles in seeking to
achieve personal commitment to Christ are, according to
McKinley, identical with "the four chief instruments of
educatiocn: igpression, instruction, association, and self-
expression,”

No principle of technigue, however, can displace the
necessity for presenting the Christ Himself if personal
commitment to Him would be gained,

"It is common to speak of youth as irreligious,

Fothing could be farther from the truth. But youth

has not cast its religion into ccld dogma and for-

bidding creed., To dogma, youth is utterly impervious,

Creeds to it are meaningless, Formal religion not only

makes scant appeal but frequently repels, But the

fundamentals of religion revealed by Christ and lived
by Him awaken always in the heart of youth, even
though he may be unconscious of their true signifi-

cance, a definite and often compelling response," 3

According to Stearns, then, it is not formal religion
that will prove to be an effective technique in reaching
youth, but the religious fundamentals as revealed by Christ
and as lived by Him, The living Christ is the final
technique in this emphasis,
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One principle which must always be considered in the
selection of techniques is the necessity for the stimulating
rather than the benumbing religious influence,

"As youth approaches manhood its religious in-
terest will wane or grow just in so far as the influ-
ences and surroundings to which it is subjected are
benumbing or stimulating, Today they are chiefly of
the former kind," 1

We return to Thompson for a statement suggesting the
principle that youth must be won to Christ by a religioms
emphasis in terms of his own life, and enabled to make his
decision for Christ habitual by a strengthening environ-
ment,

"A young person without religion is a monstrosity.

Heedless of traditions, he demands a religion in terms

of his own life, and activities which have inherent

value and interest for himself. When a youth decides
to accept Jesus Christ as the King of his life, he

is still a youth and loves youthful things, EHis de-

cision is prompt and genuine, It should be as

promptly accepted at face value by his church. His

immediate need is for the kind of environment and
activity that will strengthen his decision and mske it

habitual," 2

A listing of subject matter as the basis and medium
upon and through which personal commitment to Christ is to
be gained and maintained includes, according to Catherine
Atkingon Miller: the Bible, the church, missions, steward--
ship, evangelism, health, home and social relationships,
world citizenship, life work, religious art, and leader-
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2, Thompson, Op. Cit., p. 72,
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1
ship training, Cf these eleven areas of interest and
approach, six have directly to do with the youth's personal
relationship tec Christ, four with a Christian manner of
living in relation to the social outcome of personal
commitment, and one with a normal Christian stewardship of
health, The attempt is made in this list to suggest the
‘ principle of a whole-life approach in a technique of
dealing with youth both up to, including, and following
personal commitment,

Drama furnishes a helpful medium through which youth
interest may be drawn to Christ and enriched in Christian
culture.2

Psychologically the youth who attains a vital personal
religious experience finds many rewards. Each of these
rewards suggests a technique toward its achievement,

"Communion . . . with great spiritual powers . . .
with others, Loyalty -- something to be supremely
loyal to, Questioning -- encouraging speculation,

Activity -- doing things, good things from the social

viewpoint," 3

Techni@ues suggested in this statement are: constant
description in living terms of the great spiritual powers
available, calling youth's attention to a supreme and
irresistible object of loyalty, encouraging speculation,
and providing activity.
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1. Cf., Miller, Op. Cit., pp. 7-13,
2. Cf‘, Ibid, pp‘ 167-186,
3, Sadler, Op. Cit., p. 320,
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Another listing of subject matter most conducive
to personal commitment to Christ includes: Human Life,
God's World, God's leading of the peoples of Olden Times,
God incarnate in Christ, His only begotten Son, and the
Kingdom of Heaven Concept of Jesus.l

Of these five listed areas of helpful interest in
calling forth personal commitment to Christ, three emphasize
the principle of imparting to youth an awareness that God
has dealt with and does now deal with men, one emphasizes
God's immanence in His own world, and one Human Life as the
picturé of the need of the Divine, The great principle
here in dealing with youth is the impartation to youth of
both a subconscious and a conscious awareness of God as the
eternally ruling force in the universe. Having established
this concept, the youth's attention may readily and with
meaning be transferred to Christ as the historical embodi-
ment of this eternal spirit.

As God in His world and Christ as the historical
revelation of God form a teaching approach to youth which
cannot be ignored, so the youth leader or teacher becomes
a part of her own technigue. Her personality enters into
and colours any formal technique which she chooses.
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"The teacher herself must first cultivate a
great heart, a heroic heart, a saintly heart, if she
would make saints and heroes of her pupils.® 1

The combined principles of child freedom and teacher
example were taught by Zinzendorff,

"Central in Zinzendorff's understanding of
child nature is his recognition of the principle
of free development in the individual." 2
Zinzendorff himself practiced his theory of teacher

example by beinngoth companion and teacher to those he
sought to teach,

The seeker after personal commitment to Christ on
the part of youth must never lose sight of the importance
of continued religious conditioning both before and after
the moment of decision,

"The adolescent period lasts ten years or more,
during all of which development of every sort is very
rapid and constant, and it is, as already marked, in-
temperate haste for immediate resulis, or reaping
without sowing, which has made so many regard change
of heart as an instantaneous conquest rather thap as
a growth, and persistently to forget that there is
gomething of importance before and after it in
healthful religious experience," 4
One author describes the normal development in youth

toward personal commitment to Christ and beyond as the

sequence of "moral growth . . . religious experience , ., .
5

Christian personality",
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1, Esther, Sister Mary, The Christian Teacher, p. g2,

2, WMeyer, Henry H.,, Child Nature and Nurture, p. 101,

3. Cf., Ibid’ ppc 102-1120 . R

4, Hall, G. Stanley, Youth, Its Education, Regimen, and
Hygiene, p. 366, .

5, C¢€f,, Powell, Op. Cit,, p. 175,
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Nine principles of technique emerge from our study
of ten sources, Some of the nine have common elements, yet
each is worthy of a place by itself., Not all of them receive
equal emphasis, Of the nine only five are put forth by our
quotations from more than one source. Five are supported
by two sources each, and four only by one source each,

The nine principles, in the order in which they have
appeared in our inductive study, are: 1l- the principle of
child freedom and independent respongibility, supported as
s principle by McKinleyl and by Meyer2; 2- the uniting of
education with evangelism, supported by McKinleyB; 3- the
consgtant technique of the fresentation of the living
Christ, emphasized by Stearnsé; 4~ the principle of the
necessity of a stimulating rather than a benumbing approach
to youth, encouraging speculation and activity, emphasized
by Stearnss and by Sadler6; 5- +the principle of presenting
religion to youth in terms of young life, put forth by
Thompson7; 6- the principle of a whole-life approach to
youth covering all subject matter of interest to youth,
supported by Millera' 7- the principle of the constant

’

cultivation of communion with and loyglty to a sungme

spiritual power, emphasized by Sadler and by Maus 3

L3R N BN BN BN N BN BN BN BN N R R AR BN R N J

1. Cf., Ante, p. 42, 6. Cf., Ante, p. 45,
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8- the principle of the necegsity of regarding the teacher
or leader as a significant and important part of his or her
own technique, emphasized,by'Estherl and by Meyerz; and
9- the principle of regarding a change of heart as a
growth requiring continued conditioning both before and
after the moment of decision for commitment to Christ,
strongly emphasized by Hall3 and clearly suggested by
Powell.4

Of these nine principles three have to do particularly
with the child, namely, the first, seventh, and ninth,
emphasizing respectively child freedom, child communion with
and developing loyalty to supreme spiritual power, and
a continuity in child conditioning both before and after
a personal commitment, Three more have to do particularly
with the manner in which the teacher approaches youth,
namely, the second, fourth, and fifth, emphasizing re-
spectively the uniting of evangelism with education, the
necessity of a stimulating rather than a benumbing approach
to youth encouraging speculation and activity, and the
presenting of religion to youth in terms of young life,
Two of the nine principles have to do particularly with
subject matter, namely, the third and the sixth, respective-
1y emphasizing the presentation of the living Christ and

1. ¢Cf., Ante, p. 47,
2, Cf,, Ante, p. 47,
3, Cf., Ante, p. 47.
4, Cf., Ante, p. 47,



50.

the inclusion of a whole-life approach to youth covering
all subject matter of interest to youth, One of the

nine principles of technique has to do particularly with

the teacher or youth leader, namely, the eighth, emphasizing
the necessity of regarding the teacher or leader as an

integral part of his or her technique,

2, Techniques Calculated To Bring About Social Integra-
tion Of Individual Personality

There are seven main subjects or areas of study
included in the program of the Christian Quest Leader's
Manual for youth's social integration: worship, recrea-
tion, dramat%cs, story-telling, reading, debating, and
cooperation, Only one of the seven emphasizes the
relationship to God, and the remaining six emphasize
youth's development as & member of society,

Another listing of the social youth leader's areas -
of youth approach includes: worship, activiiy, learning by
doing, recreation, gpecial days, week-end activities, and
prizes and rewards, Here agdin only one of the seven
suggests the relationship to God, and the remaining six are
preoccupied with youth as a member of society,
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The principle of technique suggested or emphasized
in both of these lists is the necessity of a whole-life
approach to youth as regards areas of interest, though
a comparison of these lists with those suggesting the
whole-life approach for personal commitment disclosed
a striking emphasis here upon areas of attention par-
ticulagly suited to developing social integration of
youth,
Even sex interests in youth must be included for
a complete whole-~life approach to social integration,
“The new knowledge presents a radically different
idea of what self-control is, We now know that
there are many expressions of sex besides the
merely physical., . Playing football or hiking,
building radios or collecting stamps, daneing or
picnicing, and kindred activities are valuable not
alone for their own interest, but because they may
be utilized to occupy one's energies in ways that
make for the highest use of sex," 2
- The responsibility of ihe youth leader extends not
only to the normal youth but also to the delinquent youth,
"Delinquencies of youth are the expressed social
standards of some part of the adult community. . Youth
selects the code that is in harmony with his emotions," 3
Techniques for reaching and dealing with delinquent
youth must be created and improved.

#Social activities within the church do not

1. Cfe, Ante’ Pe 45,
2, Dickerson, Roy E,, So Youth May Know, p. 236,

3, Van Waters, Op. C{t., p. xvi,
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fulfil the whole need, nor supply authentic spiritual
leadership, In spite of friendly visitors, cam-
paigns, drives and educational movies in the churches,
it is evident that lives of the young delinquents
have been left singularly untouched by religion. .
Religion does not flow from the church into the
commnity in which the young delinquent moves, hence
the church has no authoritative voice in those

social standards which are today most powerfully

in conflict with the moral code." 1

Yet the entire community continues to look to the
church for authentic spiritual leadership,

"The church as a guiding force in the life of
youth should be the chief asset in a community pro-
gram to prevent delinquency, Ia many places it will
form and direct a large part of the social life of
the individual, It can no longer remain aloof from
gsocial or political problems, but must assume active
leadership, Technical matters of social service can
well be left to trained groups, but the fundamental
art of producing a social attitude of mind, a religious
feeling-tone toward life and its problems, can be
created only through the church, If the church could
forget its dissensions and concentrate on the spiritual
welfare of the child, much that now passes for social
work would be unnecessary, For the church to imitate
economic or military groups in rivalry for membership,
or to seek competition with amusements that enervate
youth, is no substitute for its true function of
supplying ethical and religious guidance to youth.," 2

If our churches have fallen asleep in their work with
youth, it must not be forgotten that they possess the
only eventual dynamic to reawaken their waning energies,

"The suggestion that perhaps our religion has
been secreting a toxin that has made it drowsy leaves
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open the question whether this same religion might
not develope from its own tissues an antl-toxin
that should bring back health and vigor.," 1

A static religion must give place to a rebirth of

a growing re%igion, for "only a youthful religion can

hold youtht,

A youthful religion demands a religious approach

that is not sugar-coated or camouflaged.,

"There is a very marked and sometimes startling
interest in religion among young people. . Having
in mind this religious interest, I think an inter-
pretation of religion to young people should not be
sugar-coated, It is my conviction that too many
leaders of religious work among young people assume
that they must make religion a sort of light and airy
proposition ushered in with the latest Jjazz singing
and ushered out with cocoa and soda-crackers. . .
The places where religious work among young people
is being most seriously carried on . . . are places
where without apology and under intelligent leader-
ship young people are led to give serious and ex~
tended consideration to the most serious problems
of religious life and thought," 3

This statement by High should be compared with that
4

by Sinclair for 1t emphasizes the necessity of training

youth to take serious ideas seriouslysc:Youth must be

trained "“so that ne wi;l pe able to vindicate the faith

5

that is placed in him,"

The following criticisms leveled against present day

Coe, George A., What Ails Our Youthi p. 53.
Ibia’ pl 7!

Harper, Op. Cit., 190 49-50, Quoted from Stanley ngh

cf., Ante, P. 27,

Arms, Margaret Wells, A Survey Cf The Trend Of Present
Day Thought-Concerfiing Youth As Indicated In Current

Periodiecals, p. 94,
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religious work with youth emphasize the necessity for
both operating efficiency and scientific squaring with
the realities of life in our programs and activities, -

"Religious education has failed to set up the -
standards of conduct for our youth, . . In it there
is no self-activity, . . It has no educational value
in the hands of the clergy, for the teachings of the
Sunday Schools do not square with the realities of
life, ... Time given to thurch for rellglous ed-
ucation is largely wasted, . . One half of the
children in the United States do not get any -
religious education worthy of the name of either

religion or education," 1

There must be an‘increasing emphasis upon church
work wit? youth that challenges initiative and respon-
sibility,

"Young people will go where they find oppor-
tunity to develope initiative and where they bear
recognized responsibility." 2 ‘ :

- There is a basic change in the newer techniques‘ip,
their point ofgview as they approach the problem of deal-
ing with youth, Fifty years ago committees determinipg
the content pf lesson programs began with the theology
to be taught, Now; however, committees begin with the
individual; his normal needs and capacities, and work -
out a system_%esigned to help normal development toward

desired ends, Nothing can be achieved of lasting value

’...0.0....O'.

1. Arms Ov. Cit., De 25,

2. Flgh Op. €it., P. 203, '

3, Cf,.. Suter, John Wallace Jr., Creative Teachlng,
pp. 18-12,
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without this recognition of the youth to be led into
social integration,

"The young people themselves should have an’
opportunity of squarelv facing Christian problems
and of learning to solve them through practical
experience," 1

According to Sadler, in an intelligent appeal to
vouth, much harm will be done unless oven controversial
voints are wisely avoided.

"One of the great problems is to pilot young
people so as to avoilid any seriocus conflict between
science and religion, as well as between sex and

o

religion," 2 :
A fundamental principle of technique is that the
greatest inspiration to heroism is a hero,

"It should be the aim of the church at this
period to introduce young people as widely as
nossible to the lives of great men and women -- ~  °
ancient Hebrews, early Christians, saints, apostles,
missionaries, and those who in a1l ages have =~ =
followed high ideals and served their fellowmen.,® 3

Perhaps the most frultful technique, as a technique,
of approaching all material, whether personal or textual
or social, is the project method,

"The project method is perhaps the most dynamic,
vital, forceful method known in the field of educa-
tion when guided and stimulated by the accumulated
knowledge and experience of the human race.," 4
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1., Miller; Op. Cit., p. 5, ,

2. Sadler, Op. Cit., p. 318, ‘ ‘

3, The Committee On The War And The Religious Outlook,
" Op. €it., p. 91, ° ‘

4, :Maus’ Opo Cito’ jo 170,



| There must alﬁays be a return to a 1ife4centere@4
method and content, "The teacher's watchword is 'lives';
not '1essons'."l
Two great principles gf youth training in social in-
tegration must be followed. It must be remembered that
the best experience of the race is always available both
in sacred and secular recorded history, And;‘tﬁe less
mature must always be guided by the more mature.2 o
In training the youth for a socially-minded approach
to the problems of his own community; he can be taught
to ask several important questions, First; what would
Christ find in our communityy Second, what can we do
to further the things He would approve} Third;'how o
can we get rid of the things He would disapprove? There
are three steps for socially integrated youth:(l-»kngw;*“
the facts; 2- take a deep interest, and 3- do something,s
Efficiency; speed; and economy are desired qualities
in the building and carrying out of youth programs. "To
get something well done with the greatest possible dispatch
and the least possible expense."4
| We have traced seventeen sources in seeking what is
being thought abog?_principles of technigue toward social
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1. Mark, Thiselton, For Childhood And Youth, p. 82,
2. Cf., Knapp, Op. Cit., rp. 17-24,

3. Cf,, Department Of Religious Education of The National =~
Council Cf The Protestant Episcopal Church, The Christian

*  And The Community, p. vii, '
4, Phelps, Edwin, The Pathfinder, pp. 6 -7,



integration., These seventeen sources resolve themselves:
into seven major principles of technigque., Of these seven
orinciples, one 1s supported by seven sources; three others
are supported by three sources each, one other is supported
bv two sources, and the remaining two by one source each,
The seven major principles follow in the order of their -
dominant importance as attested by source support: l- the
nrinciple of the necessity of developing a serious approach
to serious subjects, enabling youth to vindicate its faith;
and training youth through serious thought to ask cogent
questions of its community and social environment, supported
by High ; Sinclairz; Armsg; Coeé; Miller ; and by the -
Devartment Cf Religious Education of The National Council
Of The Protestant Episcopal Church6; 2- the principle of
a whole-lif'e approach to vouth covering the complete area of
yonth problems and interest; emphasized by The Chgistian
Quest Leader's Manual7; Archibalﬁg; and Dickerson

3- the principle of authentic spiritual leadership

through use of inspirational resources and mature gui-
dance; supported bv Van Waterslozv The Committég Og The -
War And The Religigus‘Outloox?%; and'bernapplzg 4~ the
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1. Cf.y Ante; pp. 53-54, 7. Cf.y Ante, p. 50.
9; Cf.‘ An'te, p. 27' 8. Cfo, An‘te, pn 500
2, Cf,; Ante; p. 53, ‘ 9, Cf., Ante, p. 5l.
4, Cf,, Ante; pp. 52-53, 10, Cf,.,, Ante, p. 52,
5. Cfo, Ante, Te 55. ll, Cfo, Ante, po 550
6. Cf., Ante, p. 56, 12, cCf., Ante, p. 56,
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principle of the necessity of increased efriciency in
program administration and increased scientific squaring
of tiaching cgntent with rgalities of life, emphasized by
Arms , Sadler , and Phelps § 5- the principle pf
beginning the approach to youth's training not with theology
but thh the ingividual and his capacities, supported by
Suter and Mark j 6- the prineiple that techniques must
be created and developed for the reaching of the delinquent
and unchurghed as well as the normal youth, emphasized by
Van Waters § and 7- +the principle that the project method
of imparting information as well as of arousing social
awareness and response is a permanently fruitful one,
supported by Maus7.

These seven major principles are divisible into four
different classifications, Four of the seven principles
have elements which bear dlrectly upon technlcues as re-
lated to Subject Matter, nanely, the first, second, third,
and fourth, respectively emphasizing serious subject
matter tending toward the vindication of faith and the
awakening of ability to ask cogent questions of unChristisn
envircnment; the whole-life approach covering the complete
area of youth problems and interest, the ulilization of
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suthentic spirituvally-inspirational resources; and
teaching content which is @ade to square scientifically
with the realities of life, Three of the seven princi-
ples, thé fourth, the sixth; and the seventh; possess
elements having a‘direct bearing upon techniques as
related to Metliodiiv: The fourth principle emphasizes

the necessity for increased administrative efficiency;;
the sixth emphasizes that techniques must be created and
developed for reaching and influencing the delinquent and
unchurched youth, and the seventh emphasizes the permanent
values in the use of the vproject method, Likewise; three
of the seven princirles, the first; fifth, and sixth,

have qualities in common that bear directly upon tech- -
nigue as related to the Individual, The Tirst principle
emohasizes the necessity of increasing youth's serious =
approach to the serious religious problems whether personal
or social, The fifth vrinciple emmhasizes the necess;ty
of building a technique not upon theology but upon the -
vouth himgelf and his known capacities. And the sixth .
vrinciple emmhasizes the need for special techniques with
which to deal with the delinqﬁent; unchurcheé youth, One
nf the seven principles relates itself to the leader, the
third; which emphasizes authentic spiritual leadership

through mature guidance,
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C. TRENDS IN YOUTH REACTION

The adolescent youth is eager to makednractical use

of his accumulation of religious knowledge,

"Whereas the child has been content to learn a-
bout religion, to memorize scripture and to learn -
about the great characters of Bible times, the
adolescent is eager to use religion, If he has been
rightly trained, he shows a very great interest in
the ethical 81de of religion, and is eager to put
the characteristics of his herces to work to solve
the practical problems of everyday life." 1 ,

That youth is interested in religion because it be-

lives religion can help in the solution of difficult ver-

sonal problems is evident in the expressed reaction of -

a fourteen year old girl to established religious work for

vouth,

T am coming to this school because I think I-
need religion in my lifé, None of my family attends
church or Sunday School, 'I have never heard anyone
in my family say a prayer. I have never learned any
Bible stories, I am getting older now, and there
are hard things coming into my life that I do not
know how to meet., I think religion will help me,
and so I am coming to this school,¥ 2

A rebellion against entrenched wrong is a marked

gnality in youth's religious reactlon.

T may be different, but many times I have
ideas for 'turning the world on its nose'. I crave
to do something about the corruptness of politics.
I'd like to join some cause and flght to the finish,
just like in a football game, I'm for more Jjustice
in this o0ld world," 3

..."00.0.00....0..

Athe&m; % Cite, Lo 20-
Thid, v. 2
Boorman, Op. Cit., p. 92,
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Youth is particularly challenging in its opposition

to war,

"The youth of the world stand in almost uni-
versal accord in their oprosition to war as a means
for the setilement of internatiomal disputes.” 1

An unmistakeable quality of religious emotion per-
vades youth's zestful challenge against injustice,

"In the new world built after the ideals of
youth religion will have a more fundamental place
than has ever before been accorded to it, In al-
most every country where today a youth revolt is
stirring, religious interests predominate," 2

Youth does not accept the church with blind devo=-
tion, but unfalteringly searches for the idezl,

“"Christianity is on trial throughout the world
of youth, There is a widespread faith in Jesus
Christ, but little belief in the organized ex~
pression of His spirit.," 3

Modern youth aspires not to medioerity, but to
supremacy, as illustrated in these words from the pen

of a young man,

"Let him leave them to their conformities and
their conventionsj they are impotent and permanently
harmless, ILet him ignore their scoffing, laugh at
their jesting, and set his face toward the problem
ahead, keeping his body and mind and soul clean for
the conflict, Let him develope into a great per-
sonality; for if he continues to work, to think,
to love, he may, by the grace of God, become a Man
Banish conformz% Substitute the Supremacy of the
Individual for the Tyranny of the Mediocrel™ 4
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1, FHigh, Op. Cit., p. 213,
2. Ibid, oo s14-318
3. Ibid, p. 215,

4, Larry, Thoughts Of Youth, pp. 100-101,
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In this brief survey of trends in youth reaction we
have congulted four sources, andAhave found four major
points of characteristic emphasis, First, youth feels a
keen rebellion against entrenched wrong and is ailmost uni-
vergally united in opposition to war, as brought out
vividly by Boorman1 and Highg. Second, youth seeks a
practical use for its religion, as emphasized by Athearn ,
Third, youth does not accept the organized church with
blind devotion, but through strong idealism seeks a colie
temporary practical application of the spirit of Christ,
as emphasized by Highé. And fourth, youth is capable of
heroic self-discipline for the attainment of personal5

moral supremacy, as illustrated in the words of Larry ,

D. SUMMARY
We have traced our study of what is being thought about
~aims and techniques in church work with youth through
both a perscnal and a social classification of aims, and
through both a personal and a social classificatiog of
techniques, including a brief survey of trends in youth
reaction,

From five sources defining personal conceptions of
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1. ¢f,, Ante, p. €0,
2. Cf,, Ante, p. 61,
3. Cf., Ante, p. 60,
4, Cf,, Ante, p. €1,
5, Cf,, Ante, p. €1,
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aim we observed that the dominant thought was the personal
relationghip to Christ and to God, though one source gave
much space and emphasis also to the social implications
emerging from this personal relationship.

From twenty sources defining social conceptions of
aim in youth work we observed seven major divisions of
emphasis, Among these seven divisions of sources gfouped
in accordance with the dominant emphasis of each we ob-
served that the definition of the aim of work with youth
as the heroic sacrificial service in the love of Christ
and likeness to Him in social service was emphatically
the dominant emphasis, with completely socialized service
and service conceived as social altruism closely allied,
Next in dominant emphaéis was the gradual development of
Christian character, Equal emphasis was placed on the
next three definitions of aims in youth work, conduct as
guided by inner control, integration into society as it
is, and character development in realistic life situatiomns.
T.east emphasis was placed on the last two definitions of
aims in youth work, to cultivate reverent wonder and wor-
ship, and to stimulate youth to think seriously about
vital contemporary ideas.

From ten sources defining techniques designed cco. 1ol
to bring about personal commitment to Christ we observed

nine principles, child freedom and responsibility, the
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uniting of education with evangelism, the presentation
of the living Christ, the necessity of a stimulating
rather than a benumbing approach to youth, encouraging
speculation and activity; the presenting of religion to
youth in terms of young life, a whole-life approach to
youth covering all subject matter of interest to youth,
the constant cultivation of communion with and loyalty
t0 a supreme spiritual power, the necessity of regarding
the teacher or leader as an integral part of his or her
technique, and the regarding of a change of heart as a
growth requiring continued conditioning both before and
after the moment of decision for commitment to Christ,

We observed also that these nine principles could
be classified into their relationships with the child,
with the manner in which the teacher must approach youth,
with subject matter, and with the teacher or leader,

We next traced seventeen sources in séeking to know
what is being thought about principles of technique
toward social integration, and found seven major teche
nigue principles, the necessity of developing a serious
approach to serious subjects enabling youth to wvindicate
his faith and ask cogent questions of his environment,

a whole-life approach to youth covering the complete
area of youth problems and interest, authentic spiritual

leadership through use of inspirational resources and
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mature guidance, the necessity of increased efficiency

in program administration and increased scientific squaring
of teaching content with realities of life, the approach

to youth's training not with theology but with the individual
himself and his capacities in mind, the necessity of
developing special techniques to reach and deal with
delinquent and unchurched youth, and the emphasis upon
the permanent values of the project method of study,

We observed that these seven major principles of
soclal integration technique were divisible into four
other classifications as they related themselves to
Subject Matter, Method, the Individual, and the Leader,

We next consulted four sources in a brief survey of
trends in youth reaction and found four major points of
characteristic emphasis, youth's keen rebellion against
entrenched wrong, especially war, youth's desire to make
practical use of his religious knowledge, youth's skep-
ticism of the organized church but his idealistic loyalty
to the spirit of Christ, and youth's ability in heroic

gself-discipline to attain personal moral supremacy.



CHAPIER TWO

A STWDY OF THE YOUTH WORK OF
THE MEMORIAL METHOD IST LPISCOPAL CHURCH
WHITE PIAINS, NMéW YORK



CHAPTER TWO
A STUDY OF THE YOUTH WORK OF
THE MEMORTAL METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK

We now pass to an entirely different field of study.
As we have been gseeking to learn what is being thought
about aims and techniques in youth work, so we now seek
to learn what is being done in the field,

Our method of study in our survey of actual churches
and their youth programs is, first of all, inductive., That
is, we aprroach each church situation with no previously
arranged standard of evaluation, secking to let the situation
define,its own standards, and making our Jjudgments upon the
basis not of our own definitions of objectives but upon the
basis of objectives as outlined by the leaders in each
situation, and by the comparison of these self-defined
objectives and standards with the actual results achieved.

That is, where the observable results do not measure
up to the self-defined objectives and standards, we shall

seek to trace the cause of failure, for the situations
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themselves are suggestive both Qf the cause or causes of
failures and of possible cures,

The fact that this is an inductive study must be born
in mind, for otherwise our attempt to find within each
situations points of weakness and points of strength as
observable in relation to the self-defined standards and
objectives in each situation would prove confusing.,

Our procedure in a survey of this kind is necessarily
somewhat elastic., That is, a large part of our study will
be deliberately and purposely concerned with the human
factor, and it is obvious that there are limitations to
the exactness with which we can ¢lassify ‘this human
factor, Our constant attempt, however, will be to trace
the relationship between the aims and the actual results
and to suggest lines of eriticism wherein may be found
the cure for particular failures,

That part of our study which we have Jjust concluded
was primarily an attempt to secure material without crifiecal
comment, However, in the pages that follow a closer critical

scrutiny becomes necessary, since it is not simply the
material itself in statistical detail but the relationship
between what is sought and what is achieved that we are
after,

OQur purpose in the following survey, therefore, is

to set the significant facts in order before us and to



69,

éeek to discover the relationships of those facts and
the meanings of those relationships,

A sincere attempt has been made, where personal
interviews were indicated, to contact persons who were
acquainted with the facts needed for my survey, and in
the case of young people interviewed for their response to
the church youth program, a likewise sincere attempt was
made to deal with responsible young people who had been
thinking along these lines., Many interviews with young
people were made which are not recorded here inasmuch as
the interview in question did not yield any fruitful con-
tribution to the total picture,

To begin, therefore, The Memorial Methodist Episcopal
Church of White Plains, New York, is a church of 1250
members, situated on the Main Stréet of White Plains in the
downtown area adjacent to the business district, It is the
largest Protestant church in White Plains, and the most
centrally located, A senior and an associate minister
direct the work, The major handicap is the fact that most
of the churchmembers live in residential districts quite
distant from the church property. In many respectis, however,

the church is an average contemporary one in a small city,

A, A LIST OF YOUTH APPROACHES

1. COrganizations

There are two organizations for adolescent age
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young people Iin the Memorial Methodlst Zpiscopal Church., Ths

youngsr group 1@ designed for High School agse youth and ig

@alled, "The High School Fellowship". This group ls newly

formed and is beginning to find itself as an independent

organization, At the pregent time, only fifteen are enrolled

ag memberg of thisg group, though a program 1ls being formed which,

1t 1g believed, will result in a greatly increased memberships
The older youth organization in the chureh isg both a much

larger and & more active group. Having been in exigtence for

a longer pericd of time, it hag developed a more adsquate progran

and filner leadsrshipe. Thirty-five young people of post-High

School age are actively assoclated with the organization., It

la known as the Signa Gamme Soclaty,.

2« Youth Work Outside Organizations

Outside of the social program of thege two organizations,
there 1g no other activity with youth of adolegcent age beyond
_that which ig repregented in the pastoral visitation of the
church's two ministera.

One or other of the ministers of the church =i® occasionally
engaged in the teaching of special groups at the Young Men's
Christian Assoeclation and other eenters, though this is not
primarily a chureh aetivitye.

A fow adolegecents are rsached outside thage formal organ-
izatlons in the Preparatory Membsrghlp Clags, in ths Junior and
Senior Choirg, and in older classeg ln the Sunday School, How=
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ever, the two organizations known as "High School Fellowship
Group” and "Slgna Gamma Soclety" constitute the church's major

approaches to a program for adolsscent youth,

B. A LIST OF ACTIVITIZS AND OBJECTIVES
IN SACH YOUTH ORGANIZATION
1. Dsvotional

The Hilgh 8chool Fellowghip Group of the church meet sach
Sunday afternoon at 4:30, There ig a half hour of gameg and
reocreation, followzd by an hour of devotional, educational, and
digcugslon program featureg,

The devotional activity of thig group is.confined large ly
to thisg Sunday afternoop hour, the firgt fifteen or twenty
minuteg of which 1s devoted axelusively to program features
degligned to promote the atmogphsre and the sexperience of
wofship, includ ing hym@sg, scripture reading, and prayer.

The Sigma Gamma Soclaty mests each Sunﬁa} avening at
6:30 for a program which conslsts ln a perilod of worsghip,
followed by a special speaker and digcussion, Hers agdin,
the worghip program includss the singing of hymnsg, the reading
of pagsages of seripture, and a prayer. Different membersg of
the Society take turns in conducting thlsg worghip periocd. A
highly devotional atmogphere 1ls creatsed in this manner, and
gince the young people themgelveg taks part they recsive
valuable training in ths techniques of devotional worsghip.

In both groups public devotiong constitute the main em-
phasgig, with 1littls attempt at 1nduelng the practice of private
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devotions on the part of memberge

Fifty young people, batwsen the ages of l4 and 25, thus
recelvae a measure of devotional training.

There 1s no accurate statistleal informatlonaavailabls which
could revsal the percentage of the young people of the church
reached in this fashion, Thsre are approximately 600 echildren
in the Sunday Schools Thare are 1250 membersg ln the church.

It is a ﬁery congervative agtimate to place the number of adolsg-
centsg related to familisg in the chureh at 300, for ths age group
includes all adolsscents from 14 to 25 years of age.

Wnile thig ssgtimate cannot bs taken as literal fact, it
may be used as a congarvative agtimate of the field, 8Jo taken,
1t reveals that the churenh 1s only reaching one gixth of its
own young peopls. This curech may bs therefore gald to be
batween 16 and 17 parcent offeetive in its youth program as
relateg to numbars. |

Again, there 1s no precige method by which the effsctive-
negg of the devotional program in the 1life of the individual
youth may be gaugede. This sffeetivensgs 1ls probably no grsater
than that of any similar church, Ths percentage if algo probably
no lower than that in other youth programge

The devotlional program in each of thege youth organizationsg
occuples approximately fifteen minutes of the hour and half
glven to the Sunday sossions. Thus it 1s at once sesn that
only one sgixth of the Sunday programg 1is glven to devotional
content, and ths percentage would be gtill lower if the monthly

partisg and excursions and other recreational activitisg wers
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taken into congideration.

The chilef quegtion that emsrges as one gtudies the
davotlonal program of the youth organizations in thig church
g, "Do: the fifteen minutes glven to devotional material
sach week provide gufficlsnt rsagon for the existencs of thsge
youth groups?

Assuming‘that the chnreh‘s work with youth is consciously
for the purpose of relating yéuth to God and Hig church, is
one sixth of sach program period adsquate for this purposs?

In other words, 1s the dsvotlonal fifteen minuteg of each
Sunday program an end in 1tgelf toward which the othar sgsventy-
flve mimitesg ls a means, or is the dsvotlonal period a means to
the snd of sducational digcussion and rscrsation?

Is the devotional period a form, a ritual, a necsgsary
avil to be hurrlsd through as quickly as possible, or is 1t
the chief conscious intersst of the group?

It is the belief of this writer that the devotional
period in these programs 1g nelther purely an end nor a meang to
an end, It ig an aceepted part of the program. Into it ig
und oubtedly placed all the warmth and Chrigtlan guidance
available in the heart armd mind of thse lsader,

Ag other factg begin to emserge from our ihvestigation,

a truer egtimate of the effeetivensss of the youtnh work of
thls church will be possible.

2. Recreational

In the "High School Fellowship" group of the churech,
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there is no 2xtensive recreatlional program as yet, though
my informsr told me that a fullaf program was planned for
the future.

At the pregent time, howsver, ons half hour gach wesk lg
given to games. From 4:30 to 5:00 P.M. each Sunday, preceding
the hour for devotions and dlscussion, variousg actlve games
are improvigsd.

Ag far as the pregsnt recreatlonal prorgam in this group
lg conczrned, therefors, there 1ig only a formal gams psriod,
with no othsr planned outgide adtivitye

Howaver, in the Slgme Gamma 3Joclety, a much more formal
and more adsquate rscreationsl program is carried out, One
Friday svening of each month, this soclaty meets in the Parigh
Houge for dancing, intsrsparged with occagional gameg, and
followaé by refraghments.

In addition to thig monthly party, the socliety sponsgors
a Shakegpearean urams Club, which mesets in the homesg of members
two Monday evanings a month for the rsading of plays both
Shakesgpearean and modern., Thisg is a part of the groups for
cultivation of the cultural lifs congelousgly gought by the
church in lts youth prbgram.

There 1ig still anothsr recrsational fsature of the Slgma
Gamma Socisty. Once a month an outing is planned. Thig often
takes the naturs of an excursion for gight-sesing, swimming,
or plenieing.

Thers are four gsnsral obssrvationsg to bDe mads regsrding

the reecreational 1life among the young psopls of the church,



T5e

Flrgt, the younger group for High 8chool young psople hag
altogathar too limited a recrestlional program for this age-
group, For High 8chool young p2ople arse notoriousg for their
Interest in activity., That 1s, the recrsatlonal program of
this group 1g too limitsed, providad it is compared with the
recreatlonal program of the Sigma Gamma Soclety. Whsther or
not the church ghould spongor any recraational life 1lg another
quegtion which cannot ba decidsd here, The only conclugion
that may be drawn 1g that the younger group has a mch more
limited program than the older soclistye

Second, The recrsational program for ths oldsr goclety
gseomg conplete in almost every regpsect. That 1lg, 1t provideg
soclal dancing, cultural cultivation, and outdoor activity.
Where many youth groups kiﬁrovide only one of thege throe
slaments ln a recreatlonal program, this soclety providss all
three, with a special emphasig upon the cultural.

Thiré, thls recreational program provides a young peopls's
Club, giving a well-rounded coverage of youth interests, within
the gecope of the church itgelf, The normal youth would thus
find much of his recreational activity coming under the guidance
and supsrviglon of the church. This factor must play an import-
ant part in the formatlon in youth of a church congeciousgnass
which will remain with him in adulthood.

And fourth, such a recrsational progranm tends to re-cgtsb-
lish the chureh as the eenter of all goclal life in the community.
Many ysars ago, ws are told, the church provided the only social

outlets avallable, 1t 1g often suggested that the lack of this
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gsoclial emphasis in the church is in part regpongible for ths
church's modern fallure to wielé a place of significant and
unigue influence. Whether or not this is trus, it is an
obvious fact that this church must play a far greater part in
the minds and hearts of thege young psople with so complete
& program than would be pogsible with a more limltied program.
A guewtion, however, that naturally arlsss at thisg point
ig, "Doeg all thls recreational life support and reenforce the
gpiritual growth of thege young psople, or doeg 1t dlgplace
the devotional and gpiritual conglderations anéd motives almogt
al-togsther "
For the present, thls question mugt remasin open and un-

answerade

3¢ Belf-Expregsive

Outside of guecific tagks and regpongibilities in connsetlon
with the maintenance of these organizations themselvss, there
1s no gelf-expressive activity for the young peopls. That is,
no gocial projsctg of any kind are ingpilred or englnsered, UNo
goclial work of any kind of sconomic, political, or goeclologiecal
comminity significance 1g projected.

However, the young peopls 1ln each organization are led to
learn the baglc eggentials of gelf-direetion. The devotional
programag in the socitles are largely conducted by the young
psople themselveg, Likewige, the cultural and recreational
interegts of each group are under the supervigion of officersg

elected from among the young psople,
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For example, each membsr of the Slgma Gamma Society
1g allowed to chooge which of the many commlttees in the organ-
lzation he wighes to assigt. He then bscomsg a member of one
of the commlttees. The commltiees cover the devotional, cultural,
and recreational life of ths group. Thers ig a committes to look
after the monthly dance. Another committee looks after the
Drama reading club, Still another committess supsrviges the
monthly excursgionss

Thus evefy young person In the older group plays a part
In gome department of the youth work commengurate with his
leaderghip abilities,

There are three observatlons which the writer of this
thesis wishes to make., First, for the present at least the
youngsr group, the High School Fellowship, has no gelf-ox-
pressive activity or program of this kind., Naturally, being
& young group, such an arrangsment has not had time to bscome
thoroughly developed. As tlme goeg on, thisg group will probably
accumlate momentum and take on many of the features of the older
youth group.

Second, due eredlt must be glvenffor the fine completieness
of thils self-expressive arrangsment, wherse every young pargon
1s given an opportunity to indicate whatever qualitieg of leader-
ship he pogsegsese

And third, the one great weaknegg of this plan ls that there
1s little or no challenge to the young people to laumch out on

quests or projectis of a soclally-reconstructive nature, which would
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train them in soclially=-reconstructive thinking on a practical
bagis of flrgt-hand contacts This 1s squally a wsakness of
all youth groupss

It is the visw of the writer of thisg thesls that to injeect
goclally-rscecongtructive projeets and interests Into a youth
program is to give that youth program a re-birth of vitality,
for youth 1s fundamentally serious and wants to be taken ger-
iously in its expregsiong of thought and aetion, There ig
almost universally today a great failure to recognize this
latent herolc quality in youth and to exploit it in a Christian
direections

It ig the writer's belisf that youth, not adulthoed,
furnighes the emergy, congecration, and 1dsallsm without which
Christian soclal reconstruction ig impogsible, As long as this
gourcs of energy remaing virtually untapped, Christian social
reconstruction baged on ensrgy, congscration, and ideallsm

will falter.

C. A STUDY OF THE YOUTH 1E2ADERS

l, Personality

The leaderghip and supervision both avowsd and behind
the scenes in the young people's groups in this church con-
gslsts in the pergonality of the assoclate minister and his
wife, That is, while there are young psople who fill the
customary offices of leadsrghip, the real lsaderg are the
asgociate pastor and hils wifs.

Any study of personallty must necegsarily be ilnexact and
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inconeclusgive. However, there are gensral obgervationsg that
can be made.s

Rev, and Mrg, John Bartls Svartis are modern young people
with a modern point of view, They possess an invaluabls sense
of humor, a keen appreciation of youth interest, and a willing-
ness to adapt their program to modern ideag and idealss

When Rev, and Mrg. Zvarts came to the chureh, the youth
program wasg practically a thing of the past. Whatever has
been achlsvsed, 1s in a very largs degrse dus to their snthus-
lasgm and untiring lsaderghip,

Thefr personalitleg may be gald to be affirmative 1in every
gsenge of the word, They have no gpecial axes to grind., They
could in no gense be termed "cranks" on any phase of Christian
axXperience or thoughtle |

They have ths finegt pogsible type of modern personality,
open to guggesgtlion, quiék to adnit errorg and make obviously-
needed changese

However, thsre 1ls one question which can always be asgksd
of any leader. "Is he thoroughly and convincingly sincere?"
The writer is in no pogltion to angswer thls question as regards
~ Rev, BEvartg, other than to gay that he is as sincere and pogsibly
more gincere than hig fellow-ministers,

And thers 1g another question that mugt always be asked.
"Is the leader filled with a genulne desire to give of himgelf
without regtraint, to serve with sacrifiliclal zeal the interssts
not ondy of his young people but of his community?"®

The obgervable faects would point to a very high degrse of
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gelf-giving on the part of Rev. and Mrg., Bvarts.

However, among few leadsrg anywhere 1z thsere obgervable
the degrse of sacrificial gelf-glving which wag basgic in
Jegusg of Nazareths

Ag far ag lsaderghip is concernsd, thils lg probably the
point of univergal weaknssse. For the leader 1ig a human bsing,
and hig supply of snergy is limited whlle hils tagks may be
many.

Youth everywhere stands walting, willing and anxious to
follow the convincing leader who ingpirsg both complete re-
gpect and heroic challengs.

Conversations I have had with Rev. and Mrg, svarts have
ind icated thsir feeling that church adults, who, after all, do
have to be plsaged with youth programs in their churches, will
not always be generous in their approval of sgoclally-recon-
structive challenges to youthe

All church lsaderg, particularly 1f they are mlnlsters,
have always to remember that 1t 1s the ehurch adult who pays
the chureh bills and the minlgterg' salarissg, and if a minigter
wlsheg to spend a life~time in the church he ean never angr
the church adult with his youth programg.

This facaor stands baek of any fallurssg on the part of
chureh youth leaderg to launch vital and, perhaps, revolutionary
"gservice" projects of a goclally-reeconstructive nature among
the younge

Rev, and Mrg, avarts may be gald to be far above the

average In afflirmative ledderghip as it relateg to psrsonalitys
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2+ Efficlency

On the point of efficiency, any casual obssrvsr would
say vthat Rev, and Mrsg. Zvarts deserve the highsgt possible
rating,

‘An extensive and complex program is theirsg to sponsor,
supervigs, and carry forward, ys2t they do thelr work not only
enthugiastiecally, but well.

Any failureg which the chureh may have 1in its work with
youth are not in any manner dus to lack of Zificiemcys

Programs and gspeakerg and subjects are often arranged
an entire year ahsad, and all phases of planning the youth
program are equally well prepared.

Not at this point, certainly, ls there any failure in

leadership.

3. Origilnality

By originality the writer msans the quality of lsader-
ship along new trails.

Youth is willing to follow, but demands to follow the
lsader with the most Intengely intersgting and challenging
programe

The fact that the youth program of this church, before
Rev. and Mrs., Bvarts were gent as permanent leaderg, was
practically non-existsant attests the origlinality of the pregent
leaderghips

However, one phage of originality always raigss the
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quegtion, "Doas the lsader possess suffielent courage of his
convictions, as well as adequate originality in the development
of new 1dsasg, to carry forward constantly naw experimentsg and
new projects through which to abgorb the energlsas of youth in
Chrigtian undertakings?"

Jegus led Hls digciples through myrlad experisnceg. No
two days were allke., No two problems which He facsd with Hls
dlgciples wers identical.

Do our youth leaders today capltalize on youth's love of
novalty? We supply youth with the dignity which he admires,
but do we supply him with the novelty his nature demanisg?

Yowth wants new experisncsg, new horlzonss He tires
quiekly of familiar objectives, Doss the modern church youth
leadear ksep a step ahead of youth's love of the novel, or
lag behind? 5

Rev, and Mrg. Zvarts have undertaken many new enterprises
in their youth program. The Drama Reading Club was gomething
new, and they have gilven 1t the leaderghip which enablsd 1t to
succeed, |

Rather than put up with the usual inefflcisncy in youth
program lsadership for devotlonal gervices, Rev. and Mrs, Bvarts
have arrangsd interesgting and challenging spsaksrs' schedulesg --
again a gomewhat original plan of youth work, /

On the question of program originality, Rev, Evarts and his
wife must rate very highly.

Thaere is always insufficient originality in the dsvelopment
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61‘ gervice projects of a sgsocial-gurvey or a gocially=-re-
congtruective nature, Howsver, no youth lsadsr can be blamed
for thig fact, The organization and program of the loeal
churchn 1tgelf dosg not lend itself admirably to any very
vital gocial rebuild ing on tha part of herolc youth.

D. A STUDY OF LITERATURS
AND SOURCE MATERIAL

The Methodist Bpiscopal Church supplisg through its
publighing branches an extensive ligt of gource materials
for local programsge

Thars are magazines and individual tople booklsts on
a wide varisty of subjeect matter from Race Ralations to
Domsgtic Problems.

The writer has obsgerved throughout thig gtudy that
few 1f any loeal churches utilize thelir dsnominational list
of sourcegs

The Memorlal M. &. Church is no axcaption. Iﬁ hag no
formal 1ist of gources, no formal literature.

The gpeclal gpeakerg provided in the oldsr group utilize
their own sources, and the lsaders in the younger group rely
similarly on sscular rather than denominatlonal source materials,

Hence, outside of coples of Shakegpeare's plays used in
the Drama Club, there is no formal textbook or other source
material,

Thig writer fesls that the abgence of formal source ma-
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terlal 1s a point of poggible strengih rather than weak-
negse. Intellsetual vitallty may be underglrded by vasgt
gourcsg, but 1t cannot be ereated by them. And in any
formal gource material, there is the danger that it bacome
too rigidly adhered to,
| Our age 1is psculiarly blesssd with an abundance of
good literature, The intellectually-awake adventureg into
thlg abundance in accordance with the trends of hig own mind
and heart,

W do not nesd more source-material., W need mors
sincerity, more herolec sgervice, following upon clear think-

ing.

A, A STUDY OF MOTIVES

Wnile in the younger youth group, a complste daefinition
of motlveg 1g not avalilabls, the older group of the church hasg
four consclious aimg, v none: of which 1s glven pracsdence over
the otherg, First, not in ordsr of precedence but in ordsr of
organizational arrangement, is the ﬁeepéning of the gpiritual
life, Toward this snd the Sunday evening devotional psriod,
followed by challenging speakerg, 1g carrisd forward, Second,
the providing of soclal contact and gocial feklowship is
supplled through the various recreatlional activitisg of the
program and 8spacially in the monthly party. Third is the
devalopment of a gound mind in a sound body, for whilch the
group spongors 1lts monthly outdoor excursionse And fourth

lg the deepening and broadening of the eultural appreciation,
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for which the Drama Reading Club has been formede

Here 1is, perhaps, the best set of alms that I have
found during this invesgtigations

However, 1t ghould be pointed out that thege aims can
be gummarized. No formal gummary has been made by Rev., ard
&ﬁ"s. Bvarts, but thege four gpecific aims suggest the basile
underlying one which might be defined as "all-arournd deve lop-
ment and complete adjustment of youth to God, Himgelf, and
Snviromment!,

This definition of aim follows the llberal trend of
"soclal integration®,

The writer feels that there is one fundamentally-important
lack in this type of aims¢ A confuged world nesds purposeful
Chrigtian leadership for its rebuilding, its regensration, its
recongtruction, The world needsg more than happlly-integrated
cltizeng. It ig in degperate need of herolc lsadsrghip in
its re-making. Any aim, howsver adequate, that neglactg the
making of Chrigtian heroes lsavsg out the one uniquely and
peculiarly Chrigtian emphagis. |

F., A STUDY OF THZ REIATION OF MEMBERS
OF YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS TO MSMBERS
OF THZ LOCAL CHURCHES
1. Percentages
In 2l1l, some fifty young pesople are morse or logs ace-
tively engaged 1in ths youth work of this church. Yet there
are 1250 names on the church membership rolls, and 600 children
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in the Sunday School, Whils no figursg are available ag to
the number of young psople betwsan the ages of 14 and 25 that
are In ons way or another related to the church, the fact of
1250 adult church members would signify that 300 would not be
too high an egtimate of the adolegcents in chureh familisgs

Thig figure is probably way below the facts. But taking
it as a bagis of msaguremsant, only one sglxth of the young psople
of ths church ars being actively gerved through the youth
program,

The exigtence of percentages like thege 1n churchesg of all
denominations in all parts of the country certainly suggests
some lack of an intense vitallty on the part of our youth
programg.,’

It must be taken into consideration that no youth progran,
however vital, will ever appeal to all young psople, for sven
Chrigt was ignored by many, but the more vital ths progranm
ths more young psople can be expected to raspcné.

2. Turnover

In the youth organizations of thisg church the fifty
young psople connscted tharewlth are nearly the same from ysar
to ysar, Ths older onsg elther become membarg of the ckhurch
and find their way into adult regponsgibillitles, or drop out
altogzther, A few move to other citizg, and a fow new members
are added =sach season, Outglde of thsge natural changss, the
membarship remains largely stationary, and the turnover ig

gmalls’
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G. A& STUDY OF YOUTH RESPONSE

1. To ths Form of Organizatien

Among the young psople I intsrviewsed, I found two groupse.
Firgt, was the group of jcung peopla who ars more or legs
active in the organizations as they ars at present constitu=-
taﬁ.% This group, wlthout sxception, approved the formsg which
the ir organizations took.

Ona young man, who mgght be taksn asrepregentative of
the oldsr group, sald, “With the High School Fsllowsghip and
the Sigma Gamma Socisty, w2 have a pretty complete program for
young people,s I can't think of any changss I would make in
the set-up." W

In the courge of our convergation, I agksd the young man
what his reaction might be to ths fact that only fifty out
of a possgible geveral hundrsd were rsached by these organ-
izations. |

He immed lately replisd, "Oh, you know what young kids
are, They don't know what they want, Lot of them only want
to hang around a local drug stora, You can't blame the chureh
bacauge young kids havan't got any sense.t

The gecond group waé made up of young psopls who wers not
connscted with any churehn youth organizationss A typical
young man from this group sald, "I get more out of going to a
movia,” A 1little later the same young man sald, “Churches
bors me, IThey talk about being good and all that, but I'm
Just ag good ag they are and I naever go to‘chur@h.“ A

Since the young man was obviously lgnorant of what church
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youth programg were all about, hig failure to taks an interesgt
might probably be traced to a migconceptlion of what the chureh
hag to offar youth, Hls parents, though he denled thig, may
have pregentsd the church to him in a way dlstagteful to hinm,
thug forming in his mind in sarly childhood a digtrust and
aislike of churchasg, Or ths young men he companioned with
may have given him the 1ldea that only milksops and sigslesg
went to churche

The obvioug curs for thig kind of youth rsgponge would
be the corréeting of his wrong idea of the church and 1its
program for young paople,

Youth outside the church asks, "Wnat has the chureh to
offer me? They don't offer me anything, and all they want
igs monaye® |

To gome extent, at leasgt, youth's rsactlon 1lg righte
The lack of vitallity, sincsrity, anﬁysimple friendliness
ig the one great basgic trouble with both the church end with
youth organizations, and to gome extent ag long as humang remain
connected with churches these sams weakhesses willl remaine.

There are few young people who, under normal eireumstances,
would not be drawn by vitality, sincerity, friendlinegs, and
opportunitisg for hsrolsme.

2+« To Literature Used
I approached thres young people to ask them whsther or not
they thought their youth organization ought to have regular

magazineg and other gource materilal, Here are their regponsegs:
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“"Aren't there enough magazines and newspapers and problsms
without making ug buy some church magazine which 1ls writien by
a lot of old fogles who haven't heard the earth is round "

A basic feeling ls apparent here that the church ig
universally led by paople who are way behind the times. To
a very large extent thig must be admitted to be truse

Anothser young person, a young woman, sald: "Thare 1ig
more ugeable material in the Reader's Digest than in all the
chureh papers I ever saw." m

St111 another gaid, "Wuat do we nesd any papers for?

W don't nesd a paper written in Washington or Chicago to
tell us what's going on in our own streets. Tmere's plenty
of things to be done right on my block. W don't have to
buy a paper to have gomething important to discuss."

Youth's general reaction sesmg to be baged on the fact
that they want to deal with real 1ife problems in a real waye
Thile church papers offer splendid material to help in thesge
stud ieg, youth wants to go 1ts'own way and talk about what it

knowsge.

The writer feels that this ls a sign of hsalth,

3« To the Program of dach Organization

I explainsd the gsneral program of the Sigma Gamma
goeclety to a young man who doeg not attend. He sald: "Who
cares anything about Shakzspsare? Haven't we got enough to
worry about without having to sit and listen to a lot of old

Shake gpearsan tripe?"
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"But," saild I, "how about the monthly éance?"

"oh, well," he grinmed, "that's all right., Have they
got a good orchegtra? I might éroé around gsome time, Are
there any goodlooking girls?" |

I explained that everyohe was invited to the dances, but
thet naturally young people were expected to attend the Sunday
mestings and hear ths fine spsakerg.

"w1ll, I don't know about thate. I can hear better gpesches
on the radio, But if there's gsoms goodlooking girls I might
aven drop in and be bored some night, if I haven't anything
elge to do." |

Thig young fellow had travelsd wldely and wag stating
his frank opinions about churches in gensrals, I gathersd he
foelt church youth programs were for legs informed psople than
himgalf,"

Another young person said, "Wwell, going to all thesa
meatings kespsg us busy. But there 1is always a lot of fun if
you go," |

The truth seems to be that youth ig walting for a leader
to bring religien to them., Unlegs the program 1s go novel
that it ecauses gosaip and therefora trouble, youth geems
half-hearted about attending Sunday young people's servicese
4, To leaderghip

Among young people who wers acquainted with Rev, and Mrsg.
Zvarts, I found no one whtse opinion of them was not high and

appreciative of their fine work among the youth of the church.
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Zxpregsions such ag the following wers frequent:

"No one ever did as much for the young people here
before."

"He gives us a chance to0 expregs our own ldeas,"

™ir, and Mrs. ivarts are darn good sporits."

I talksd wlth one young man who 418 not know Rev, Zvarts,
and was therefore gpeaking of ministers in general when he
said, "Aw, what do ministers know about 1life? You talk a
whole lot about going to chureh, but what do you know about
the gang I run around with. If I told them I had gone to
chureh, I'd never hear ths lagt of it,"

This-criticigm of ministers and chureh leaders of youth
18 often unfortunately true. The church has to rely on
volunteerg, and often youth lsaderg ars anything but the
virile, vital, experienced individuals they nsed to be to
lead youth today.

5 To Motives

One young person connscted with the Sigma Garmms group
provided an interegting slant on her reaction to the motives
of the group.

"That's the reason I left the youth organization at my
own church and joined the Sigma Gemma Societys. In my church
the programs were haphazzard and polntless, Here, under the
leadership of Rev, and Mrs, Zvartg, programs are made out
efficlently and our work hasg real value for use My church

trisd to make us good little churchmembsrg, Bult this church
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teaches us how to be good citizens."

I called the attentlon of a young Y. M. C., A, member
to the Outdoor EZxcursion feature of the alms in the Slgma
Gamma Societye.

"I got more gound mind and sound body out of my 'Y!
membership than I could sver get out of that club.® A

The type of motlve that geems to make the graatest
appsal to youth today 1sg that which geeks to give young
people plenty of what they want to doe Or what they
think they want &o do, The guceessful leader 1g the ons
who instills in the young peopls without their knowing it
the degires for the programs he wants for them.

If there 1g insufficlent challengs to heroic goclal
action in thesge youth organizations, there 1lg ample 1n

the programs for every conscloug desgire of youth related to

gocial imtegration and good, acceptable citlizenshipe.

Hes BSUMMARY: A STUDY OF FAILURES AID
NEIDED CHANGES

ls In Orgenization

It is not more organization that 1s needsd in this
gltuation, The two youth groups,'for High School age young
people, and for older young psople from high sechool age up to
25 years, admirably divides middle from later adolegcence,

The organizational divigion is fine, and more youth
organizations would only hamper the work that 1s now being

done, For an organization ig, after all, only a framewgedk
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within which the real work of interesting, training, and
ahalienging young peopls migt be dons.

The writer would make no changes, @lither by subtkactilion
or addition, to the pregent arrangsment 1In this church.

Intengification of gpirit is the need.

2, In Literature

Nelther would thls writer make any changes in the matter
of literature and sources ussd. People, not textbooks, dre
after all the important influences in shaping and molding
young life,

The emphasis in these groups upon a speaker, wlth open
dlscussion following, placss the correct smphasis -- for
youth demandg true leaders to follow, not textbooks. Youth
wants ingpiration, not research.

A real gervice might be rendsrsd by these groups in
helping thelr young people to make their own ligtg of
worthwhile current sscular publications, but no attempt
should be made to narrow youth's Intellectual interesgts down
to one denominational paper. ”

We are not after a Chrigtian ssparation and isolation
from life., W are after a Christian approach to and evalua-
tion of 1life ag it 1s lived around use

The one great weaknsgg of this group from the standpoint
of literature and sources ig the fallure of the group to make
the Bible a living book.

The Bible, taught by vital youth lsaders to whom 1t lives,
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can become a living source of ingpiration and challengs
to youth today., There 1ls no age In which the Bible, pre-
geanted ag 1t 1s and allowed to speak for itgelf, will not
evoke more readily than can be done 1in any other way thse
great vital, world-moving urges of great Chrigtianity,

No emphagis in these groups is placed upon the 5ibls,
and thereby ls logt one of, if not, the great gource of
" vitality and power. |

It 1s well to place leaderghip above literature, but
that lsadership which hag never been ingpired by the Blble
can never hops to ingpire youth on a Biblical lsvsl of

heroie Christian action for the kingiom of God on earthe

3+ In Program Of Bach Organization

The program of the High School Fellowship 1ls too
limited for this activity-minded age, Middls adolsscents
require aectivity, excltement, new experisncag. Ths progranm
at pregent for this group, based sxXcluslvely upon an hour anﬁ
a half on Sunday, including games, devotlons, ard aducational
material could not in any mannsr be congldered adsquate, though
it may be true that the associate minigter's sechsdule isg al-
ready too full to permit of further extenaion.

In the Sigma Gemma Socisty, howsver, providing spiritual
cultivation, cultural apprsclation, outdoor exerclise, and
monthly recreational dancing, can be gaid 1o have a complete
and an adequate program in all respects but ons, No place

is made for projects or quests or adventures in gsocial re-



95+

building, and thus ls lost important training in ths vital
impulgsg out of which Christian heroes ars mads.

There 1lg a gense 1n which the Sunday evenling service
provideg challengs for soclal action through the spsakeérs
provided, but outslde of thilsg, there 1lg no gpescific attempt
to awaken the young people to the evilg in their own community
whlch Chrigtian aection might remove, nor to gst the young
people to work on projects calculated to remove the evlilg.

In brisf, the program of ths Slgma Gamme Socisty ls
fine and complate, amd effieclently directed, lacking but

one feature -- projects 1n goclal recongtruction.

4. In Leadersghip

If lsadership could bs provided thege youth organiza-
tiong whieh would be free in svery regpect from curtallment
by disapproving adults, still greater achievementg could be
rsgigtered.

Rev, and Mrs, Bvartg, howsver, whether consgeiously or not
forced to workx within channelg approveable by adult church-
memberg, havse been dolng and are continuing to do all that
1s posgible under such circumstancess

In pergomality, efflciency, in originality and enthusg-
lagn, Rev, and Mrg., Zvarts arse carrying forward a work of
which many minigters might be jJugtly Jealouss

However, it is felt by the writer that gtronger socially-
reconstructive purposes, as well as more vivid appreclation

of the great Biblical gstorehouse of inspiration and challengs,
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would make the lsadersghip of Reve. and Mrs. Zvarts doubly
effective in appeallng to youth, and doubly effsctive in
challenging youth to go forth into the world equipped for
heroic Chrigtian world rebuild ing.

5« In Motive |

No finer selectlion of gpscific motliveg is to be found
among the churches which I investigatsd than thog2 con-
gciougly held in the Sigma Gamms Socilety of thils church,

To ésepen the spiritual 1ife, to provide social fellowship
in superviged surrounﬁinga,.ta provide regular outdoor
activity, and to cultivate an appreclation of culture --
thege four motivss cover a wide range of youth intersst
anid nasd.

A few absar?atians, howevsr, ars to be made,

In the younger group, the High School Fsllowship, whils
the same gcheme 6f motives lieg in the background, it 1g not
ag carefully worksd out. More effective work with this
youngsr age group would develope from a clsarer application
of thess motivesg,

Wnile despsening of the gpiritual 1life constituteg a high
objective, 1t ig felt by thls writer that this end could bstter
be achlieved by a fuller exploittation of BElblical regources,
Tns great heroes of Christian history, both Biblical and post-
Biblieal, offer a tremendougly valuagbls gourcs of inspiration
and challsnge which 1s at present ingufflelsntly exploi ted.

Similarly, this list of objectiveg, fine ag it 1ag, does
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net place any emphaslis upon training, inspiring, and chal-
lenging youth for goclal reconstruction, These objsetives
rathar place an smphaglg upon ths harmonlous ad jugtment of
youth to hils environment.

Thig objeetive of gocial integration isg undoubtedly
higher than mogt young people attain, and ls therafore a
worthy and valuable snd. Howsvar, Christlanity's peculiar
challsnge to the world has always contalnsd a aécially-
rscongtructive gquality. Chrisgtianity would rebuilld and
ragensrate youth, but more, Et would algo rebulld and
regenarate soclety.

The incorporation of thig addlitional motive, to insgpire
and challenge youth to heroic Chrigtian social recongtruc-
tion, would make this list of gpecific aimg not only fine
but completely Christianes It would alsgo add great intensity
to the program which would have itg effect in inersasged
youth regpongs, for youth 1ls intsnse and thrives on
conflict.

Thig 1lisgt of objectives, ag 1t 1g, avolds controversy
and conflict, Whlle conflict over worthlegs aimg and projects
ls a gource of grsat harm, conflict which emerges out of
genuinely Chrigtian projlects in goclal reconstruction 1ig a
gource of great interegt to thinking youth and of graat
ingpiration to the idealigm of youth.

The publlec schoolg of the land geek the objsective of

training youth to become gentlsmen and ladies. Christianity

that doeg not geek to maks hsroeg in the appliecation of
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Chrigtian id2alism 10 loeal and world aff&irs; g well ag

to the development of personal character, ls a mongtrogity.
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CHAPTER THREE
A STUDY OF THE YOUTH WORK OF
THE RIDGEVIEW CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
WHITE PLAINS; FEW YORK

The Ridgeview Congregational Church is situated in
the residential section of White Plains, It has approx-
imately 700 members; largely made up of micddle class DEO~
rle and people of some wealth, There are two ministers, -
The senior minister gives all his time to the church.‘bThe
associate minister gives only part time, since he attends
graduate school three days each week, o

The church equipment consists of a church buildipg of
medium size; and a large parish house, where the Sunday -
School clasges,'youth organizations; and min;sters' offices
are located, |

- This church has as fine a dispribution of youth organ-

izations as any church in the city.

A, A LIST CF YOUTH APPROACHES
1, Organizations
There are four young pecple's organizations in this
church; though one of the groups does not come under the-

field of this investigation, for it is made up of married
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couplsg over thirty y2arg of age and beyond ths age of later
adolsgeance, Ths remaining thrse orgsnizations cover th2 ages
from 14 to 30 years. The youngzst age group is for High School
young psople and for othérs up to 20 ysars of age. Both of

the remaining groups ars for young peopls 20 ysarg of age

and above, Ons group ig for young psopls, hoth marrisd and
single, in thelr twenties. The last group is purely a service

and goclal organization for young psople in their twentiles.

2. Youth Work Outgids Organizatlons
Tnere 1s no program for young paopls outglde thsae
organizationg, exXcapt the pastoral wisitation of both

minigters which reaches both young and olds

Bs A LIST OF ACTIVITIZS AND OBJECTIVES
IN BACH YOUTH ORGANIZATION

1. Devotional

There are only two devotional programs for youth in
this church. In ths High School group, which mests avary
Sunday afternoon at five o'clock, there 1s a davotlonal
program of Blble readilng, ﬁymn gsinging, and praysr, followsd
by a spesaksr and a dlscussion period., Also in the Married
and Single group for young psopls pagt 20, which meetg twice
a month, there 1s a gimllar devotional programe

The contant of thess devotional programsg has no get

limitationg, That lg, whils the material 1g much the gams
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from time to time, 1ts use varisg with the degirag and
interegts of ths lsadars.

The content is more or lsss in the usual veln, howaver.
A gquestion that might bs.aakaﬂ is, "How worghipful 1s the
affect gained by thess devotlonal exerclsss? Another
guegtion, "Is any real appreciation for Biblical regources
cultivated?®

Ag relates to the total program of thesgs youth organ-
izations, the puraly devotlional featurss could be sald to
oceupy a relatively small place, | |

It 1s usually felt that too complets a devotional
program cauges young pzople to logs interest, but this 1ig
probably more due to the ilnadsquacy of presgent devotional
programs than to the fact of devotlonal faatures,

This wrlter feels that a larger place on devotlonal
progrzmsg needg to be glven to the cultivatlon of apprecia-
tion for the great characters of Blblical higtory, and if
such were the casge, a larger place on ths program could be
glvan to devotions wlthout logs 6f interegt or enthusglaem,
and at the game time wlith great galn of adszquate gpilritual
training.

2. Reersational

The splendid element in the youth work of thls church
ig the fact that rscrsational activitisg ars, for ths most
part, purposgive, and related to gervies activities, That is,

whille sach group has its partles and danceg and recrsatlonal
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fellowship, many rscreational projects are carrisd on which
materially add to the welfare of the church ag a whols.

For example, the High School ags young psople gpeclalize
in gervice actlvities which ars both self-exXpregsive and
recreational. This group puts on an annual gtrawbarry
fsatival, an annual play, and other annual fsaturss for the
whole cnurch.

Similarly, the Marrisd and Single group alove twanty
years of age annually glveg a Marlonette Show which providasg
a source of enjoyment and rscreatlion for all ths members of
tha group while randering a valuable service Lo t1® church.

The older marrisd group abovs thirty ysars of age manmags
the ir own activitieg and have their own forms of recrsation
such as card partles and danceg,

Tne mogt active group from the gtandpoint of recreation
ls the High School group which has monthly dancses.

A fow obgervations can be made, Recreatiomal activity
which can be made to offer young paople opportunitisg for
gelf-expression is based on a sound principle of youth
intersgt, Likewise, such activity trains youth in doing
things for others which he enjoys doing, thus combining
racreation with both seli-eXpregslon and servics.

If mors of this kind of recresatlonal actlvity, and legs
of the purely self-interestesd projects such as card parties
and dances, ecould be arrangsd, it lg the bellsf of this writer
that more effective work would be achleved both in the character
of the young pscple themgelveg and in the influence of their
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work on the communityes

3¢ BQelf-ixpressivs
| In the programg of thege young psople'’s groups, the

self-axpregslive activdty is in many respecﬁs ldentical with
the recresationale Such projects ag Strawberry Fesgtivals,
Marlonette Showsg, Plays, Public Dances, are both gelf=-
a8xXpregglive and recrasatlional, The young psopls are trainesd
through these mediums to take responsibilities ag well as to
enjoy recreational fellowshipe

Other gelf-expregsive opportunitliss are provided through
the Sunday gervices. The young people themgelvsg arse the
lsadersg, under guldance, in these Sunday programa, teaching
them to think in tsrms of religloug thought as well ag to
speak on religicus topicsge

One group featurss reports on book reading, warich also
suppliss the young pesople with gpecific self-expregsivse pro-
Jects both in the selscting of valuable books and In reporting
on their findinga. ' |

One obgervatlion forces itself to the attentlion of the
wrlter, While all of thege gelf-sxpressive activitisg In
thege groupsg are fine, both for thse young psople and for the
church, thsre ls omne outstanding weakness. All the projsecis
of a gelf-expregaive character have to do with everything
except community study and social rebuilding. No emphasis

of any kind ig placsd upon gelf-expregsion in social recon-
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struction,

Ags fine a program of gelf-expreaggive activitiss ag is
offersd in this churech, it could be strengthensd by the use
of such social prbjeetg as interviews with important community
psople, questionnaireg, polls on significant social questions,
and gurveys designed to bring to the fore the naturs of evilg

with which the community must cops.

C. A STUDY OF THETYOUTH > LEADER

l, DPorgonality o

The agsoclate pastor, Rev, Gverstt W. MacNair, upon whom
all problems of youth lsadershlp falls, 1ls in hisg sarly thir-
tiles, Hig viewpoint 1s that of a young man who is keenly
awake to the proﬁlams of young p2ople.

Not only is Rev. MacMNalr the type of leader who ligtensg to
and undergtands the 1nteresté of youth, he 1ls more than a
listener, He 1s in a very real sense a leader. He does not
seek to take regponsibilitiss from ths young people, by taking
them himgelf, but he works to ingpire young people to lsad
themgelveg along worthy linese

Rev, MacNair isg in no senge a erank on any Chrigtian
problem, However, while he 1g open to suggestion and has
the prime principle of adaptebility amd willingness to ad just
himgslf, he 1g keenly interested in the gpiritual and social
development of the young psopls committed to hig care,

Ne lther an ardent fundamentaligt nor an erratic modernist,
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Rev, MacNair 1s a Christian leader, earnsstly sesking to con-
garve and strengthsn the gplritual and gsocial ilnterssts of his
young psoples

He can ligten gympathetically to any and all suggestions
from the young psople, As their friend, he ig their real

lagders

2. &fficiency ‘

Rev, MacNair ig not a walking Robert's Ruleg of Order,
but he is in his spiritual and frisndly manner efficiert -
in the begt meaning of that word.

In hisg evéry available moment, he 1ls actively engaged
In golving the problemg that arigse in being the advigor and
leader of hig young peoples

The faet that four organizatioés for young people, sach
dealing with both the personal and thse social interegts of
the se groupg, are actlvely carrying forward wildely varied

programg suggests the efficlency of his lsadership.

3+ Originality

Rev. MacNair'g originality is best shewn in his unique
development amongﬂhis young poople of their Iinteregt in
service activities for the church ag a whols, Few minigters
or youth leaders are able to ineite thelir young peopls to
achlsvemente which build up the whole church. Marionstte
ghows, plays, and gtrawberry fogtivalg, conductsd by the
young people for the whole chureh constitutea uniquely
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original development in youth interesty for this community,
D. A STUDY OF LITERATURE AXND
SOURCE MATERIAL

Only one of the youth organizéutiens in this church
hag any formal gource material, and in this ons group the
source material is seldom used.

The High School age group purchaseg a monthly magazine
known ag The Pilgrim High Road, pubdlished at 14 Beacon 3trest,
Bogton, Magsachussttis. Thls magazins containg source material
for youth and is published by the Congrasgational Churche

However, even in thlg case, this magazine, though pur-
‘chagsd and kept on hand, 1lg seliom used. ‘

All the church youth gr'oups‘usa material which thsy
themgelves gelect from among.eurrent secular periodicals,
newspapers, and other literature.

There are two obsarvations which emsrge from these
facta. First, ingufficient use is made of the Bible as: a
constant regource of great wealth in its tales of great men
and women, its eternal words, its high evaluation of human
destiny, And gecond, there ig a2 sense in which the use of
secular literature slone may be partially to blame for the
gacular trend of interegig in all youth groups.

While 1t 1g 1ife youth is intesregted in, and 1life it
wisheg to deal with, rather than lsolated ami purely religious

materialg -- ths questlon remains pertinent, "Dees the absence
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of gtrongly inspirational and keenly challenging religious
literature and source material play any part in the gecular

trend among religious youth groups?"

8, A STWDY OF MOTIVES

There are four ccnsciéusly planned objeetives in
the work of this chureh with youth, Ths deepensad spiritual
1ife objectlve 1s held congtantly in mind and the devotlonal
work of the organizations lg provided for thils purposse. Socilal
fellowship 1g provided through the partiss and sservice pro-
Jectase The training of youth in doing things for othersg lg
provided through many service projects such as Strawberry
Fegtival, one act plays, public dancsg, marionstte ghows,
church falrg, annual college students dinner, the giving of
bagkets at Christmasg time. Tpe cultivation of thought
objectlve 1g realized through the digcussiong Tollowing the
gpeakers in the Sunday programs of the organizationsg.

Rev, MacNalr gummarizes thegs four objsctives asg:
devotional, social, gervice, and study.

The gitrongest emphasis in all of thege is placed upon
training youth for service,

It is the fesling of this writer that to train youth for
gervice lg a higher motive than to train youth msrely to be-
c¢ome a harmoniougly integrated cltizen, though the two have
slements in commons However, there 1g a gtill higher

Christian objective, That is, to traln youth to build a new
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environment after the Christian standards of humen brothsr-
hoeod o

Service 1ln the largest possible gense 1lg Chrigtian herolams
Perhaps Rev, MacNalr has this in mind in hilg objective of
gervices The applications, howsvser, of this objective in
hig youth organizationsg at the pregent time are largely in
the field of contributing to the sucesgs of the churech in the
communlty, rather than the larger work of the church in rs=-
generating the community.

However, it must be gald at thls point that ths ideal
youth as pictursd in the mind of Rev, MacNalr ag hlg objec-
tive 1s undoubtedly a youth awake te the world in which he
liveg, awake to the problems of the world as well as those
of his own local chureh, and a youth keenly interested in
contributing of his energies to the bullding both of a
better world and a better churches

This fundamental picture of the 1ldeal youth which the
youth lsader hépes to craate, baged on the ingpirations and
challengeg to be found in Biblical resourcssg, 1g ths finegt
posslble delineation of Chrilgtian objsetives

It 1g not merely a good citizen w wish to create, but
a cltizen relsaged In ingpiration by ths Biblical and Chrigtian
past and urgently asplring toward a personal and gocial
Chrigtian future.
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F. A STUDY OF THE REIATION OF MEMBERS
OF YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS TO MBMBERS
OF THE LOCAL CHURCH
l. DPercentages ,

It i3 estimated that from 75% to 80% of the members
of ths youth organlizationg eventually become membersg of the
adult chureh, This is a high average and repregentg the
efficlency of the program carrisd on by Rev, MacNailr among
the young psople.

Altogether 80 young psople, digtributed betwsen all
Tour youth groups, inecluding the married group betwsen 30
and 40 years of age, are connected more or less actively
wilth the church youth works

Reve MacNair egtimates that thers are 100 more young
peopls in one way or another related to the church, yet not
connected with either of the four youth groupses

Thig represents approximately a 40% average, which is
a much higher average than the 16% or 17% found in the youth
work of the Memorlial M. Z. Churech, provided our baslg of
evaluation is to be taken as approximately correct.

Thig may be due in part to the fact that the Memorial
M. 2o Chureh 1g situated mnear the city's buginegs district,
whereag the Ridgeview Congrsgational Chureh ts located ad-

Vvantageously in the eenter of the Tinesgt regidential arsas

2e¢ Turnover

Rev, MacNair egstimateg that changes in memberghip of
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the Marrisd and Single group between 20 and 30 ysarg of age
amounts to a 15% turnover annually. In the High 8chool age
group from 14 to 20 years of age, the turnover ig gmaller,
approximately 5%. However, in the newest of the four groups,
the goecial and gervice group for young people batween 20 and
30 yearg of age, so far only partially organized, the turnover
1s high, approximeting, according to Rev, MacNair, 75%.

In gensral, however, the turnover ig gmall and tracsable
to guch natural causes ag famllisg moving away and new famlliesg
moving in, rather than to discontent with the programs offered.

The problem in this churech ig not thersefore ons of
hold ing the young people gained, but in reaching more of the
young people on the youth econstitusncy roll.

Thig fact suggestsgs that the youth program ls fine ag far
as 1t goeg, but that it may gstand in need of more lntenslty,
more vitality, more challeng® to herolsm and Christian re-

congtructive action,

Ges A STUDY OF YOUTH RESPONSE
1. To The Form of organization
I talked with six young people from the youth organw
lzationg of this church, In sach cage the reaction wag one
of appreciation for the splandid opportunities for mental
gtimlatlion and social fellowship offerad., In each casge
the feeling was that not more organizationg were nseded, but

that more interest, mors action, more sxcitement could help.
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Typical of thegs young people in their reactlion to the
types of organizationsg offersd them was that of one young
man, who gaid, "I don't ses how the seteup could bs improved
ag far ag age»gfoups are concernad, W could always use a
little more excitement, of courge,"

The demand of young people for excltement suggests the
faet that youth will not turn aside from a worthy contro-
veragdy , a worthy conflict. Thig factor 1is at pragent
ingsufficiently explolted in all youth programg., The attempt
is always to avoid eonflict, rather than to utilize it for
Chrigtian training, ag Chrigt did in Hig training of Hisg
discipleg, His own public life was filled with conflict.

Inner conflict, that is, competition within the group,
may often be a gource of troubls and harm, even permansnt
harm. But conflict between the group as a whole and community
evils ls always a source of cementing youth's Christian
unity of feeling and dsgire for herolc chrigtian action. At
pragent this possible gource of intersst for youth 1s almost
totally neglected.

I agked one of these young people if ghe was interegtad
In a slum clearance project going on in the city at the
pregent time., Her response suggests the posgiblilitissin
flelds of interest such as this.

"Well, I'm not one to go out and try to reform the world
overnight. Tﬁ&t can't be done., But if the local newspapers
can intsrest th@msalﬁas in slum c¢lsarance, why can't the

churchag?®
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2, To Literature Usged

I found three kindg of regponsge among the young people
I interviewed on the subject of literaturs ito be used in
youth programge

One young High School genior girl, thoroughly modsrn
in every accepted gense, sald, "I don't gee why we don't gtudy
the Bible more. Persgonally, I get siék of always talking
about the world's evils. After all, we can't go out and
cure the world. I'd 1like to lsarn what the Bible 1s all
about." m

Thig vory suggestive statement suggests the fact that
modern youth programs ars not based sufflelently on the
pogsible interests and valusg to be found in an unpre ju=-
diced approach to Christlanity's greatest spiritual regource,
the Blble, ;

| Another typleal regponse was from a young High School
youth who geemed to apprasciate the Pllgrim High Road, monthly
Congregational Magazine .

| "I found a lot of good things in the Pilgrim High Road,
I mean things I could urdergstand and use when lsading the
Sunday evening meetings, Of courze the subjects d2alt wilth
there are often not in line with what young folks are thinking
about today, but that magazine saves looking through a whole
lot of current newspapers and magazinesg for gomething to talk
about on Sunday nights."

Tae main value of formal literature for youth organizations

suggested here 1lg a practical valus, Formal sourcss save time,
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They may of course also have value in directing
interpretations of current church and world problsms toward
a more typlecally Christlan evaluations

A third itypleal regponse on the part of youth was given
by an oldsr young psrson, conneeted with the Married and
8ingle group above 20 years of age. "Church literaturs may
be fine, but there 1is such a wealth of good material In
current periodicals that it gsosms a waste of time to publish
a gpeocial magazine for religious gtuwlys W want to know what
everyons 1g thinking, not Jjusgt the church crowd, which may,
after alli, have a gpeclal ax to grind.,"

Te writer belisves that this last point of view suggests
a more realigtlic approach to the matter of literature and
source materiasl. rine asg church publlications may be, they
¢an be no better than the abundant wealth of material available
to thinking people, in the uge of which youth needg to be
trained.

3. To The Program Of ZBach Organization

Of the four young people who indicated their reaction to
the youth programs in their organizations, three indlcated
complete approval, Only one offered a eriticlgms

"There ig ons trouble with owr work, W spsnd too much
time talking about problemg, amd too little time dolng any=-
things I think we would take mors interssgt and accomplish

more of real valus if we would talk leas about world evilsg,
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and do mors about probleamg in our own communitys For
example, we ocecasglilonally talk a lot about the evilg of
Buropean wars, and never mention the fact that young peopls
right here in the #white Plaing High School ars besing
approached to buy marijuana clgarettea."

There ig a very valuable suggastioﬁ here to the effect
that more realism in our youth work nseds to be realizeds
If thers 1g any one weaknese greater than otlerg, 1t 1is
thig ignoring of local community evilg about which gome
heroic Christian action might be ingpirsd, and spend too

much snergy Just talking about dlgtant evilge

4y To Leadership

In the mattsr of leadsrship, I found no young psople
at all who had any type of eritlcigms to maks of Rev, Mac-
Nalr and his work,

One youth made a criticlsm, whilch was not a eriltliclam
of Rsv, MacNalr, but rather a ceriticlism of the young people
to whom Rsv, Maclair delsgates posgsitiong of leadershipin
ths groups.

"Our Sunday meetings need more intersgst. gQulte often
our Sunday meetings regult in flopg, and more often they are
dull, Anothar thing 1ls that the young psopls aren't geriousg
enough, They coms and whilgper and gossip and talk about
everything but religion."

I agked thils young man 1f he thought local projectis
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thig lack of geriocusness In the minds of the young psople
who attend the Sunday meetlings.

He immediately regpordsd, "Yes, I think they would.
If the problems were cloge anough to home, I bellave we
would get some really seriousg dlscusslong developed. Though
some of the young psople don't gesm to be capable of a
geriousg thought of any E;ind.’i

The problem 1g not therefore one of leadership, but
rather one of purpose and motive and awarenegs of loecal
sltuationss

‘If this could be improved, I beliesve a gtronger and more

serious youth interesgt would be developsd.

5+ To Motlves

I found many of the young psople who dld not know what
the motivesg of the youth organizations to which they be=
longsd weres When I explained what they were, I found three
typical regponses.

Firgt, there was a young woman who said, "I think the
motives are fine, After all, we don't cars about the Bible
any more, and we don't care about ref‘ormizxg the world. ¥
just want to be helped in becoming respectable citizens."

One young woman stated very definltely her view that
& stronger emphagis on the Bible would be of great valuz.

A third person, a young man, said, "The Bilble is all

right, I suppose, but no one sver made 1t very int.emstiﬁg



117,

to me, If it could be made interesting, it might help;
though there is plentv to be dgne in the present without
going back into the mysty past,! .

This young man was aware of the need for an interesting
presentation of the Bible; and also coqscious that thej
contemporary world offers a great challenge., The Bible
was to him a closed book; dull; lifeless. This was not
his fault, but the fault of his teachers., If the Bible
had been presented to him with the fire and life and
vitality of its great characters, his present reaction
would be different, | -

This youth indicated that he was conscious‘of problems
in the world which the church should try to solve, 1In
his words; "There is plenty to be done in the present!,
one observes an awareness of needed changes in the
contemporary world, This suggests that the youth
motives of these organizations were not altogether satig-
faétory to this young man, and that, given an oppor- -
tunity;‘he would add some phaze of social recomsiruction
as a clear and cqnscious independent motive, /

In these three youth responses there is traceable
a desire for help in attaining good citizenship, an .

interest in the Bible, and an awareness of social evils,
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He SWMARY: A STWDY OF FAILURZS
AND NZZDED CHANGES
l. In Organization

W have geen that four organizatlions comprige the youth
program of ths Ridgeview Congregational Church, Thess four
aré: The Married Couplsg! Group above 30 years of age, The
Married and Singls Groupxabava 20 years of age, The Servéce
and Social Group abovs 20 years of age, and the High School
group up to 20 ysarss

It haag been obvious that no other organizationg for youth
were needed, but rather an intensiflcatlion of the ingpirational
gources and agpirational challenges in sach present organizoe
tlon,

80 out of a possible 180 young peopla, we have gesn,
are connected with thege youth crganizations, giving a 40%
"efficlency. This was seen to be a high average comparsed with
the 16% or 17% found at the Memorial M, Z. Church,.

The golutlion to an increaged effliclency 1s not to be found
in additlional organizationg, but rather a ghift from a largsly
soclal and recreational emphasis to a gtronger cultivation of
Bibliecal apprecdation and a more vivid challsngs to heroie
Chrigtian community and world re-buildinge.

2¢ In Literature
Only one of ths four youth organizations adhsred to any

formal literature. The High School group purchaged a monthly
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Congregational magazine, called The Pllgrim High.Rbaé, for
uge as gource material among the lsaderse. However, even in
thig group little use was made of the magazine, for mogt of
the young paople were Iinteregted in current sscular psriodi-
calge

W obgarved three reactlons to thls absence of formal
literature, First was the group who were not only willing to
have the Bible brought to life for thsm but thought 1t would
add to the value of the ir programg. Socond was the group which
believed a formal religious literature or gource would have
great practical valus in saving time when programg were 1o be
preparad, ag wsll as proving a possible usefulnegs in giving
& clesarer Chrigtlan intsrpretation of current problemg. And
third was the group that belisved legs lliterature ani more 1life
gshould be the basis of both study and actions

It was the visw of the wriier that suggestlons of value
wers to be garnsred from sach of thege reactiongs.e Two
speclally strong emphagses were placsd by the writer, Filrgt,
a sgtronger and more vital Blblical presantation would not only
give youth a gound grounding in traditlonal knowlsdge, but would
prove of invaluable assistanes in evoking the Christian urges to
heroie living. And second, a kesner awarsnesgs of the 1life
problems of the local commnity as well ag of ths world at
large, togsther with specific projects of a socially-recon-
struetivse nature, would not only golve the program problem of

arouslng gerloug d lscugsion, but would give the youth organ-
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lzation a reagon for existence and an objective valus in

the communitye

3« In Program Of Zach Organization

% have obgerved that the program of thege youth or-
ganizationg was bullt arocund four types of features, Devo=-
tdonal, which received comparatively small emphagls, Social,
glven a rather largs place on the gchedule, Service, which
received the largsst emphasls, and Stuly, also a comparatively
undeveloped feature.

The gelf-expregsive opportunities contalned in the Soclal
and gService programs were felt to be both unique amd gplendid.
However, gplendld as these were, 1t ls the feellng of the
writer that the gervice actlvities are too church-eentersd, and
nead a sgtronger community and world re-~building emphaslge

Likewlsge, 1t is this writer's belief that the devotlonal
and gtudy featureg of the prograxﬁ are toe little smphasglzed,
and that the grsater use of Biblical regourcesg in thsge
connections, as well ag of community survey opportunities,
would prove both rewarding in incrsage of initeregt and
congtructive in inersage of herole motive and actlon,

Among the guggestions for change offered by the youth
lsader himgelf, Rev, MacNalr, are the following: an enlargs-
ment of the interests and program of the Marrisd and Single
Group betwesn 20 and 30 yearg of age from the comparatively

cloged group it now 1g to a wlder fellowship; a gtronger
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raliglous emphasls throughout all organizations; cloger
cooperation in interegts and objectives betwsen ths four
groupg; greater contlnultgy of program in all groups;

a gtrongsr mlgslonary education; and a stronger emphagis

upen gocial actlions

4, In leadersghip

% have obgervsed the persgonality, efflclency, and
originality of the youth lsader, Rev, MacNair, and the
laék of thesge constructive and esgential qualitleg in the
young people who hold 2lsctive offiesg in the organiza-
tions.

Wnile Rev, lMacNalr's desire to arouse his young pzople
to effactive le&dershipnof the ir own is unquestlonably fine,
it 1s obvious that a gtronger participation on hig part would
add conglderable vitality to the programs.

It ig felt by thig writer that an insufflelsnt emphagls
upon both Blblieal regources and opportunities for social
study and action ig placed by the leader, and that a gtronger
emphasglis in these two departwments would materially increass
both the interest of the groups and their objective community

value,’

5 In Motive
‘ We have geen that the devotlonal, goclal, service, and
gtudy objeectlivag of thegs organizations congtlitutss as fine

a ligt of interests and emphases as can anywhere bs found,
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Howaver, ths sum total of work done in these departments
createg a pleture of the ideal youth who will emerge from
this training which suggests merely the gocially-integrated
youthe

As we have algo seen, gocial integration and harmonious
aﬁaptatmn ﬁo snvirocnment, while in themgelveg gplendid, are
lnguffiecient ag a Chrigstian objective., Christlanity sesks
heroeg, inspired by the ir Biblical predecessors and agplring
| to contemporary social achisvement, It has never gought
mere ad jugtment to envirenment in 1its followers.

Not only is this the major weaknegs of this youth pro-
gram, but it is a universgal weaknegg In youth programg evsry-
where. .

This writer feelg that not until the Bible and contempomary
life are more completely exploited both as gourcsg of inspira-
tion and ag flsldg of action wlll youth work anywhere attaln
a worthy Christian goals
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The Trinity Iathsran Church of White Pialns, New York,
13 a churech of approximatsly 300 members on the zdge of the
buginegs district of the city but adjacent algo to the finer
regidential arsass Only one minister gerves this churche
The chureh squipment, consisting in chureh with goclal rooms
and pargonage, 1s adequate for the pregent program offerad.
The youth work of this church is digtinctive from that of
any other church in the citiy, as will be evident during our
invegtigation, and yet it 1g at the sams time remarkably
efficient in the achisving of the ends 1t soskss

A. A LIST OF YOUTH APFROACHES
l. Organizations "

Thsre 1ig ondy one youth organization in the ehurch,
known aag the Luther Ieague, and 1s dssigned to mset the
needs of young people from l4 yearg of age to complete
adulthood.
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This group coverg all the youth emphasis of ths church
from the time of confirmation at the age of 13 or 14 yazars
to maturity. Thsre 1s no other attempt to segregate the
differing age groups 1in accordance wlth possible differing
interegtse |

The Tirgt distinctive quality of this youth organiza-
tion 1g the fact that to become a member of the luther league
a young man or woman must pass through the ritual of confirma-
tlon and church membarship. whereag in other church youth
work, young peopls may sventually enter the adult chureh or
they may not, in this church the adult churech beging at the
age of confirmation, and continuwes ag long asg the individual
liveg, with no brsaks from the standpoint of organization.

Whsreas in other churches the youth programsg run al-
most- parallel to ths church program, in thls chureh the
youth work 1g in reality merely a part of the adult programe
Whe ther or not thig continulty of emphagls proidueces finer
church regults may begt be Jjudged as we procead with our

lnvegstigation.

2+ Youth Work Outglde Organizations

Whills the formal youth approach ig the Iuther League,
thers ig one additional approach outgide this basie central
group, Thig additional spproach ig the Annual Confirmatien
Clags for young people in early adolegsecence at the age of

thirteen or feurteen.
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Thig Annual Confirmation Clags mests every Saturday
morning from Septembesr to Pentecost of sach ysar. Itis
eourgs of ingtructlion coverg the Four Gospalg, the church
eatechigm, and ths church ritual., Graduates automatically
bacome adult memberg of the church, and untll actual adult-
hood 1s reached they become a part of the membsrghlp of the
luther Ieague

However, this youth approach precedsg rather than para-
Xlels: " - the youth work of the churech, and it ig the Luther
lsague itself to which our attention must be callads

Be A LIST OF ACTIVITIIS AND OBJECTIVAS
1, Devotional \

The Luther Ieague meets the third Thursday evening of
sach month, In this monthly meeting is to be found the
antirs formal prégram of youths

The devoticnal elements of the program are a formal
fiftaan or twenty minute period at the baginning of this
monthly s2ssion dsvoted excluslvely to hymng, praysr, and
gseripturs rsading.

Though this is the only formal devotional 2lement in
the program, 1t must be mentloned that since the whole youth
emphagis ig churech-centered, the majority of the young psopls,
being themgslves membersg of the chureh through confirmation,
ragularly attend the Sunday worshlp gserviesg of the churchs
Thus 1t is ss2en that in a very real's@nse the largeast emphasis
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in the youth program 1ig devotionals

2. Recreational

Whersas In most church youth programs, it lg felt to
be necegsary to offer sufficisnt recreational life to conm-
pete with outslde amusgementa, this church offers leggs recrea-
tional opportunity than any other.

On the monthly evening meeting's program, the firgt fiftesn
minutes lg devotad to devotional material., The next forty-
five minutes is glven to educational projects such ag lectures
and various other gpselal gtudiss., The last slxty minuteg of
the evening's programs i devoted to games and goclal fallow-
ship, )

Tnis orne recreational hour a month lg the only perlod
given to purely recreational aetivity in ths youth pr ogram,’

This would at first seem to be a dsfect, but the further
examinatlion of the youth mrogram in the light of our continued
study will reveal its points of gtrength.

The organization of the chureh iteslf and the Interest and
emphaglis of the pastor ig entirely church-eentered., Tyue pastor
1g not interegted in competing with outside amusement oppor-
tunitiess Youth ean look out for itgelf, asg it must lsarn to
do ényw&y.

Ags far ag the chureh ls concerned, it is interegted only
in offering youth opportunities for religious development

along church~centered linesge
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3. Self-ixpregslve

The Luther lzsague offerg the young people many self-
axpresaivé opportunities. For the entire program at each
monthly mseting 1s in the handg of the young psople them-
s8lveg who arrange and plan all the work and g9e to its
sxecutlions

In additlon to these gli-eXpreggive opportunitiss,
the church cholirg offer the young peopls an opportunity for
garving the chureh, and the altar daecorationg for esach
calendar Sunday in the church year gimilarly provide the
young people with an opportunity to contribute to the suceegss
of thelr church.

Thus, while no gocilally-rseconstructive gelf-expregsive
opportunities are given, a grsat varilety of opportunitiss for
garviece ars to be found in the monthly mseting, in the churcech
choirg, and in the decoration of the sanctuarye.

In aceordance with the sexpregged church-centered interegt
of the group, all itg devoticnal, educatlional, and galf-
axprogaslve activitliss ars related to the church-centsred
programse

There 1g a point of great strength in thilg emphaslsg, and
& posalble peint of great waknesgs. In this manner a much
more wvivid and lasting church-consciousnesgs is registersd in
the young mind, tend ing toward the gound bullding of a perma-
nent chureh, Thig ig the unique point of gtrength in the

programs’
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There lg algo a point of weakmesse Tnhe tendency la to
ereate young peopls who are awake only to the building of
their owmn local church and the obgervance of itg ritual,
to prodéice young minds complacently satigfied with thelr own
religious conmectiong and unintersgted in the religious or
material neads of the community about them. There 1is no
tendsncy toward the bullding of Christlan heroes In gocial
recongtruction. Tpe tendency is entirely toward econformity,
not at all toward rsconsgtruction.

If with thils same chureh emphagis could be developed
an smphagls geeking the awarensss and understanding of sgsocial
problemg and a great sacriflelal congscration toward the relis?l

of gocial abuseg, the program would be ldeally completa.s

C. A STUDY OF YOUTH 1L2ADZRS

l. Pergonality

Rev. Bvald B. lawson, pagtor of the church, is the only
adult leader or advisor conmscted with the Iuther leagus. He
confineg hig activity to the béckground, allowing the young
3oples to do their own work, though he offers suggestliong and
lends his wealth of energy to the successg of the programe

| Hig personality is definitely affirmative and aggressive.

He 1g a natural lsader, and he geeks to lead toward rather than
away frem the churche

He 1g entirsly devoted to the Anglo-Catholic 1ldeal of
church life, He ig not trying to bulld the kxingdom of God
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in the hsartg and goclal relatlionghips of menes He 1s trying
to build a gtrong church.

He 1s unquestionably to be commended for hisg lsaderghip
away from vapld recreational competition with commercial
anmugement, Hlg diginterest in the goclal reconstructive

character of religlon lg to be guegtionsd.

2. afficiency

Rev, lawson, within the limitg of hilg comparatively
simple youth program, ls effieciency itselfs He braathes
an atmogphere of affective leadersghip toward the endg he
seokge

The fact that approzximately Lifty young peopls atisnd
the monthly Luther league gession in a church of only 300
memberg suggests the effeetlvenssgs of hls church-centeresd
leaderghip.

Ha 1g not, howsver, interegtsd in a complex organiza-
tion struggling ineffectually to achisve a hundred confused
and overlapping and conflicting obj2ctives, He has one
interegt, a strong church. And toward the attalmment of
thig realization, he lg efflicisently active.

The writer cannot too girongly commend Rev, lawson
for hig effective leadershlp away from confuslng complexity
in youth interegt and toward simplicity of program. Too
many youth leaderg gtruggls futllely to achleve ends ag con-
fuged ag they are complex.
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3. Originality

The distinctive nature. of Reve. lawson's youth objective
and progran begpeaks hig originality in a éa.y when all other
youth leaders are striving to keep a step alead of commercial
amugements with the ir young people.

| Ag Rev, lawson put 1t, "I don't particularly carehow
the young peopls gpend the ir time from the gtendpoint of
amugement, as long as they are intelligent about it, Wmt
I do want them to do ls to be on hand every Sunday at the
elsven o'clock service,"

T‘hié departure from the usual lsaderghilp conception of %
the need for an sxtenglve recreatlonal program ig not only
\ uniquely original, 1t is refre shingly different.

legs emphasis nesdg to b placed on recrsatlonal projects,
and conggantly more upon gerioug matters.

The writer could wigh Rev, lawson were more intersgted
in a Biblical and a soclally-recongtructive geriousness in
hig work with youth, but must commend him for hig lsadersghip
away from the trifling to the geriocus, even though that

s8rlioug interegt be church-gentersd rather than life-centered.s

D. A STUDY OF LITERATURE AND
SOURCE MATERIAL
| A weaskly lutheran publication, The Iutheran Companion,
is purchased for ths use of the young people, but little in-
teregt 1s taken in its contents. It has a few good program

%
%, 5
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suggegtiong and outlines a few projsets, but both Rev.
Lawson and hig young people are more intersgted in their
traditional church ritual and in educational projects of
their owns

¥alle thilg formal literature 1i1s kept onhand, 1t 1ig
seldom usede.

Likewlge, the Bibls, while 1t éccuples an important
part in the training of the Confirmation Clagses, 1lg not
glven a large place on the monthly educational program.

A larger use might be iﬁs;de of Bibllcal regources than
ls now made, but what Blblical emphagls there 1z 1s quite
beyond that to be found in the average emr@h youth program,
and ig to be commended aceordinglye. |

- The 1list of educational proje@.ﬁs and lsctures on the
menthly evening schedules guggeststhe wilde range of inter-
egt and material exploited.

For geveral weeks the tople of gtudy wag the ritual
decoration of the church altar ané éanetuary for each Sunday
in the denominational calsndar year, For thig purpoge
denominatlonal source books wers ugsd. Anothsr wsek agtudy
wag made of the Methodigt d4placopal Church, its origing and
standardg, Many sourceswers congulted for this information.

The emphagls, howsver, is admirably away from formsl
gource material and toward any posgible gource which might
contribute toward a gsironger church consclouare asg.

One weakness f2lt by the writer 1lg the total abgence
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of any‘axplaitation of commnity sources, such ag survsysg,
projects, invegtigatlionsg, polls, questlonaires.,. Tps lack
of interegt of ths pagtor and his yoﬁth lsaders in goclal
raconstruction is the reason for this fallurs, and 1t is
to be questioned.

Christianity has always sought to do more than create
churchmsmbera, 1t must cantinﬁe to do so if 1t would Justify

ltg existence as a part of the gocial plcture.

B. A STUDY OF MOTIViS
The main motive of the youth work In this church hag
“undoubtedly already become apparent. Couched in the phrage
of the pagtor, this maln objsetive ig "church-centersd
pilety® s

Wile there are other phages of the youth emphagils,
such ag cultural enrichment through the educational pro-
Jeets handled at the monthly meetings, and well—roﬁnéeﬁ
- moral and physical development, the undsrlying elementin
all of thege 1s "church-centersd pilety".

It must be admitted that this ig uniquely different
from the aimg of éthar youth programs, and hag value be-
cauge of thige

It must alge be admitted that this objsctive regults
in a growing and an establishad church-consgciousnesse.

However, 1ts weaknegses must also be dlscusgzd.

The “ultimste value of Christian work is not the creation
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of churchmembers and supporters. The church wag gtrong in
the middle ages, so strong in fact that major wars werse
fought over them. '

Chrigtianity seéks to erzate young pecple wha ars kesnly
appracilative of the ipapir&tion&l figureg of the Biblesand of
chureh higtory, but méra;~ Young pecple who are prepared to do
amd dis for the bullding of the kingdom of God in all the affairs
of mene

The Blble and Life, the ancient ingpiration and the con-
temporary chalienge, needg to @ subgtituted for the church
in the objectives of this group with its youth. The church
mugt not be ths 2nd in itself, but only the eternal means to
the end of goclal enrighment. |

F. A STWY OF THE REIATION OF
MEMBERS OF THE YOUTH ORGAN-
IZATION TO MEMBERS OF THE
CHURCH
l, Percentages
The unique church-centered bagis of the youth work in
thig church enables the church to retain nearly all of its
youth organizatlon memberge.
The pagtor sstimates that 99% of these who attend the
monthly Iuther Isagus meetings are members of the churche.
Thig is, of course, in part due to the fact that en-
trance into the Isague nscessitates confirmation.
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In the other two churcheg we have go fargsgtudled, 17%
and 40% compriged the sstimatss made of the numberg of
church young people reached by the yﬁuth programe. In this
church the percentage 1g 99%, for to bsecome a member of the
Iuther Isague one must beecome a member of the church.

This fact gsuggests that perhaps all youth groups have
much to learn from the Iutheran emphagls of chureh-centered
pilsetye. For unless the church reachesg its youth, it can do
nothing for them either in eultivating Blblical appreclation
or goeial conscience, And this church-eenterad emphasis
#0ag achleve the r@suit of reaching the church young paople.

% mugt therafore guggest that az far ag thls emphasgils
goeg it gould not be impreved upon. It iz our feellng,
howsver, that the emphasis doss not go far enough. The
church ag the end and all of living mugt be resnforcsdand
glven content and direction by both Biblical appreciation and
soclally-recongtructive challengg.

2+ Turnover

Sincs the population of White Pialns changes only a
little from year to ysar, the turnover in memberghip in
this Iather lsague is véry small, and entirely due to natural
cause se

Thare 1g a slight lags when the young people reach
maturity. That ig, in this chureh é.s in svery church, though

perhaps to a legg extent, upon attaining adulthood the individe
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ual ocecaglonally loges all Interegt in religlon as it 1s
rslated to the church.

From my study of this church I would gay that 1t ig
burdened with fewer inactive memberg than ths averages

Again, thilg fact of a low turnover and a very gmall
logs points clearly to the values resulting f£rom a churech-
centered programe

All churches can galn impetus and permansnce from utilize
ing to gome extent this emphagils, though thlg writer belisveg
that a chureh-centarsd objsetive can be Just as effective
while at the game time more Blblically-minded and more

goglally recongtruective.

G. A STUDY OF YGUTH RE3PONSE

1. To Ths Form of Organization

Two oldsr young peopls informed me they gometimeg felt
a need for a: gaparate group for young psople of thelr age.
Others said that they thought one group for youth wasg enough,
since the older young people should begin to‘aacustom them-
selveg to adult e¢hurch attendance. |

Agsuming the objectlve held by this organization, "church-
centersd plety", every organization in the church ghould add to
rather than detract from the adult ehurch, This Luthsr Isague
aceomplighes thig purpose‘éﬁmirably, and in part due to the
fact that there are no older youtﬁfgreups compa ting in interegt
with the adult church itgelf,.
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2« To Llterature Usged

One young woman sald, "I like the Iumtheran Gompahion,
beecausge it glves you all you need for a dlscusgslon without
a lot of hunting." |

This suggests the fact that the main advantage 1in
formal church literaturs for youth 1lg a practical one of
time gaving.

But there 1is too much tim-saving and not enough kean-
minded searching for materials of thoughte Vitality in
thought canmnot be gained from ready-made conclusiong. Youth
wishes to think for himgelf, and demands the opportunity to
do go. To force formal literature upon him is to stultify
hig intellectual curiasity.

Ag another youth sald, "I want to find my own material.
Church interpretationg of life are for people who don't think
for themgslve g." )

This writer offers no condsmnation therefore for lack of
a formal literature and source material, but would suggest
a greater use of the Blble 1tself, and a greater use of
commnity surveys, projects, investigations,questionairss,
pollg, and questge ‘

3+ To The Program Of Zach Organization
Several young psople, obviougly influsnced by the ex-
tengive rscreatlonal activity provided by other church youth

programs, sald, "% ought to have more parties and dances."
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But on further questloning, each one of thege young
peopls gaid, "Well, there ig planty to do to amuse ourgslves
without having to go to chureh to do it. Some of us go
regularly to the 'Y'! or the movies. And we have our own
partiss. I guess it isn't the busimess of the church to
run a night elub, Still; othsr churches have dancesg and
partieas, and I don't ses any harm in it."

It 1sg posgiblé that there 1g a ne=d among young psople
for church~guperviged amussments. With all the opportunitiss
offersd thmm to amuse themgslves by commerclal enterprless,
there 1g not a very wide cholice after all, and in all commere
¢lal amugementg there 1ls a low moral gtraln appsaling or
sseking to appeal to the lower ag well ag to the higher
elements in goclety.

In other words, commercial amugsments are nét on a very
lofty plane, The chureh may, if 1t is equlipped to do so and
its leadsrship hag ths tlme, gponsor a higher level of goclal
followship than 1g to be found for the public at largs.

Howaver, few young people will developsa keen appracla-
tion for the Bible on the dance floor. And few will develope
a gtrong and heroic gocial congeisnce while playing gsome silly
gana »

Wnlle churches may well help youth to find a higher type
of needed relaxation, its main tagk 1s to cultivats appreciation
of the Bible, to evoke ingpiration from the great persomalities
of the Bible and of Chrigtian higtory, and to challenge youth
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to Chrilgtian heroigm in gsocial rebuilding.

4. To lsadership

Rach young person approached stated clearly that he
or ghe appraclated the gsonse of humor, the energy, and the
broadmindsdne ss of Rev. Lawgone

"Ho makes going to churen mean something," sald one.

"Ho doesn't kosep worrying us with telling us to be
1ittle saints,*; gaid another. "He makes church interesgting.
Bafore I came hers, I uged to belong to a differsnt type of
young people's soclety, They were always talking about
doing good in the world and reforming the world and gtopping
war and all that gtuff, But hsre we meet and think about
our church and what 1t means. I have gotten go I really
like to go to church."

Rev. lawsgon aceeﬁts the obvioug fact that the church in
the modern world lg a kind of organization for which agpeclal
tagte mugt be cultlvated. He sets about the task of ereating
thig tagte for the church from the age of confirmation up-
ward, and to a very filne extent he succesds.

Hlg 1g the finest type of leadership possible.

If, however, a gtronger Biblical emphaslg and a gtrongsr
soclal action challenge eould be incprporated, 1t 1lg the view
of thig writer that the quality of work achleved would be on

& gtill higher level, churchecentered but soclally-aware also.
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5 To Motlves

I found that very few of tha young people with whom I
convarged knsw that the motive benind their youth work was
"churech-eentersd plety"s
W 8aid a young man, "% grow to think a lot of the clureh,
ves, but what doss :piatyf mean?®

Obviously the motive toward which the work with youth
lg pointed 1g a fact of which the pasgtor is more consclous
than are hlg young peopla. This 1s a good point, for not
Py public dafinition shall ends be achisved, but by real —
work toward the goal he2ld by the lsader. ‘

Te tell the young people that the pagtor gogght to makes
them plous would mean very little to them. It ls hig con-
glagtent work toward thig church-centered plety that 1ig
important.

In other words, while the young psople 40 not always
know the objeetive, Rev. ILawson hag a clear plcture of what
he is trying to create, and he works energetically toward its
succe ggful achlisvement,

The fact that fifty young psopls, memberg of the church,
are on hand at the monthly meeting sugpests their satigfac-
tion with Rev, Lawson's clsarly dafinadlobje@tiva.

The writer feelg that, splendid as this objective tig,
1t lacks the gacrifieial Christian heroism which Christianity
always seeks to inculeate in its followers. The objective

should be, "Bibls and Life-centersd plety" through the church,
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rather than mers "church-centered plety".

In other words "church-centsred piéty" carrles with it
the thought of integration into the present church, whersas
Chrigtianity bas always challenged men to remake themselves
and their entire world after the Chrigtlan gospsl of
brotherhoode.

He SUWIMARY: A STUDY OF FAILURSES
" AND MEEDAD CHANGAS
ls In Organization

W have seeh the organizatlion for youth in a distinc-
tive type of church approach, the ILuther leagus, memberghip
in which ig confined to confirmed membars of the church ags a
whols,

W2 have obgarved that thls orgenization covered all age-
groups from 14 years up, with no attempt at ssgregation of
d_iffsr-lng age groups, but rather an emphasglils sesking the
church-centersd intersst of the oldsr youth and trie growing
adolegeconte

W2 have algo obgarved that thlg uniquely organized and
uniquely aimed organization can boast a 99% effleiency in
relating youth to the adult church.

It muegt be gubmitted that thlg percentage of offieciency
is higher than ean elgewhere be found, and gince this 1s trus,
we must recognize that we can lsarn much from the motive and

teehnique behind thig success.
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The entirs organization regtg on the fact that the child
of 14 years 1s expected to go through the process of being
econfirmed, Whils thig prazgents the danger that the child nmay
foel that he hag graduated instead of merely having bean
introduced into the adult ehurch, an adnmitted danger, it is
algo true that this gives the youth a flrm conneetion with
the echurch as a whole m his firgt formative ysarse

Baged upon thig early confirmation, sntrance intoe the
Luther Isague bscomes the next normal gtep, and hig imaglna-
tion 1g incited and hig Imterests held whils he ig developing
an undsratand ing of and appreciation for hig churech growing
toward efficient adult membership.

Thig resalistlic framework commendg ltgelf for 1its great
valuege All churches can learn this lssgon of beglnning early
with a gincere and worthy and efficisnt training of ths young
mind in things religioug. Truths garnersd in thig fashlon
remain with youth ag long ag he llveg.

The congtant danger, however, is to trust to this
framework, and to permit religious and church interegt to grow
starile and lifelegs.

If thig framework, on the other hand, is utilized to
train youth in Biblical apprecliation in a living manner, and %o
Ineite him to worthy projscis in social rscongtruction, there
will be no leas of churche-gentarsd plety anda great gain in

goclal ugsfulme ase
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2, In Literaturs

Only one formal publication, ag we have gsen, lg pro-
vided the Luther Iesagus, a weskly publlication known ag the
Iutheran Companione It has also bsen evident that the young
people makxe very little use of thlg formal literature,pre-
fering to gseleet their own from the abundant w2alth of
splendid avallabls material,.

Youth 1s not intsrsgted 1n having rsady-mads concluslonsg
handed to them, They wilgh to make their own conclusglong from
materials they have gelscted on ths baglg of ‘their own
Intsllectual curiogity and vitality.

Formal literature hag only the value of being a time-
gaver for bugy young p2opls, and a short-cut to intelligsnt
Chrigtian eonclugions,

W have obgerved that short-euts have oecagional valus,
but that in the maln any short-cut is one way of gtifling
intsllsctual free experimentatlon so nscsgsary ia youth.

Ingufficient uge ig made of Blblleal rsgources, and
ingufficient usge 1s made of community sources such as gurveys
and pollsge

The need for a graater uss of the Blble ag a living book
cannot ba2 too gtrongly emphaglzed, Nor can ths nead of a
wlde-amalke eultivation of opportunities for Christian ssrvice

be too keenly realizad.



144,

3« In Program

The entire youth program of thls church, ag hag been
pragented, conglsts in a monthly evening mesting within
which devotional, educational, and recreational aectlvity
lg planned and carrisd out.

While this 1s the only formmal youth program, youth
lg offersd sextenglive gelf-expreasgsivs opportunitisg in
the chureh cheirg, the comducting of tl® monthly meetings,
and 1in the decoration of the ganctuary and the altar during
the chureh calendar yesar,

The devotiocnal program doeg not stop wlth the fiftsen
minute exercige at the beginning of the monthly meetinge. For
the church~centared aim of the youth work seeks and guccesdg In
1ts goeking to relate youth to the Sunday church gervice, where
additional devotlional material 1lg pressnted. )

The grest point of strength in all thls s lts affectlive-
ness in integrating youth into the adult chureh.

The great peint of weaknegg lg the fallure to ineclte

strongsr Biblical apprsciations and strongsr=gocial asplrations.

4. In leaderghip

Rev, HZvald B, Lawgon, pagtor of the church and lts only
youth guparviscr, excelg In affirmative rargonality, in
the efficlency of a gimple but well-directed orgesnization,
and In the originallty of a straightforward church-centerad

motive and programe.
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Tha strong point in hig lsadsrghilp lg hig clsar plecture
of what he wishss to attaln, and the esnergy wlith which he
works toward the achlesvement of hig clear goal.

The ée&K‘point in his lsaderghip is the complste indiffer-
ence which ssems to be hig in hisg outlook upon the goeial
problems of our day, thus méking it impogsible for him to
guide youth into a strong seclal conscisnce.

With the energy that ig hig, and the ability natural
to him, he could aechieve modern miracles in the community
with an snlivened interest in training herolc Chrigtlan
goe:lal lsaderse

5¢ In Motive

% have obgsrved the dlgtinetive uniqueness of the
one conselous motive of Rev. lawgon's work with hig young
people, the development of "church-centered platy"e

Hig laeck of interest in provid ing a recreational program
suf fieient to compgte: suceessfully with commereial amusements
hag algo been nbger#eﬁ; and evaluated ag refraghingly different
from the smphasls in other youth lsadsrsg,

No agtlimate was possible in the other church youth programs
of the effectiveneass of the rsalization Of\ﬁhﬁ sndg sought, In
the case of thig churech, however, it 1s obvious that Rev.
Lawgon has not only set a goal for himgelf, but to a very
large extent he has achisvad that goal, for 99% of his young
peopls beecoms parmansnt memberg of the adultchurch.
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This motive of echurch-centered pisty hag the virtue of
being a tangible motive., The resulis speak for themselve g
The gitrength and valus of thig motive 1lg that it per-
mits and aimg at the consgtant building up of a permansnt
adult chureh, a chureh eompoged of psopls who mderaﬁanﬁ
and appreclate the msaning and formg of the ir church
wor ghip. ‘

The weaknegs of thig motive ig 1ts neglsect of Biblleal
regourceg and aprreclationg, and 1lis neglect of programg of
Christian sgoelal rscongtructions. Biblical ingplratlions and
goclally-reconstructive agplrations must play the leading
roleg in the contsnt of churen-centerad piety‘, if that motive
ig to help create cltizeng of the kingdom of God on earth
ag well ag initsgrated churchmemberg.



CHAPIER FIVE

A STWDY OF THE YOUTH WORK OF
THE NEPPERHAN AVENUS BAPTIST CHURCH
YONEKARS, N&W YORK



CHAPTER FIVE
A STUDY OF THZ YOUTH WORK OF
THL NAPPERHAN AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
YONKZRS, MEW YORK

% come now to still another dlastinetlive emphagis in
work with youthe. The Neppsrhan Avenue Baotist Chureh im
situated in the heart of Yonkers, New York, a church of
approximataly 450 memberg which placss all its emphasgils

upon pergonal and massg evangeligme

A, A LIST OF YOUTH APPROACHZS
1. Organizations
The youth work of this chur@h 1gs comprigsd in the
BaptistﬁXoung People's Socisty, a group of 75 adherents
and an average attendance of 50, which msetg each Friday
evening in ths church sanctuary for a servics of parsonal

tegtimonies and svangelistic sermonsg.

2+ Youth Work Outgide Organizations
A migglonary socliety for adolsgcent girls, known asg

the World Wide Guild, wlth an averags attendance of 25, and
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a similar younger boy's elub, are additianalfyouth approache g,
though their asetivitles represent work with youth for the
mogt part undsr the regular middle adolegecent ages

Ths greater part of the youth work 1lg ecarrisd on through
the orgenization known as the B. Y. P. U. for young psopls
from the age of 16 years up.s

Be A LIST OF ACTIVITISS AND OBJiCTIVES
IN TACH YOUTH ORGANIZATION

1. Devotional

The devotional or gpiritual emphagis is the one em-
phaglg placed in the B, Y., P. U. Rach Friday evening the
memberg of thils group gather for the singingrof'hymﬁsgs
a period of praysr in which the young psople themgelveg
participate, the reading of geripture, ths rendsring of
pergonal tegtimonles, an evangg ligtic germon or educational
address with a devotional emphaglsg, and an altar service
in which new young people find their personal salvation.

Outglde of thig Friday gsrvice, therse lg participation
by these same young psople in the weekly prayer sarvice of
the entire church and in the regular Sunday services, as well
a8 ln occagional strset gervices corducted during the summer
and In the distribution of gospsl tractse

Making no apeclogleg for a completely devotlional or
evangeligtle program, this group proceads to lead young men

and women 1o a pergonal aceeptance of Jegusg Christ ag Savior
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and Lord, with no other purpoge in mind than their allegilance
to the kingdom of God on sarth and eventual salvation in
hsavens

There 1g, of courge, one great weaknesgsg in the program.
The energieg of youth are entirsly directed toward pergonal
and masg evangellsm, and led complately to ignorse the bullding
of a Chrigtian goclsty on anf other bagls than individual
goul galvatlions

The group offerg only ons cure for all gsocial problems,
ind ividual goul salvation. They recognize that finally only
a remnant will be gaved, and thersfore admitthe fallure of
the ir cure in respect to the remaking of thesocial ordsr.

The recognition of and emphagis upon the ultimate
character of the individual is eplendid, but the complate
direction of thsir young people's interests away from
gsocial pﬁublems and toward a pufaly pergonal communion with
God 1g f21t by thls writer to be ths outstand ing weaknasg of
the ir youth programe

However, in this period of vasgt recrsational and soclal
fellowship programg in youth work, 1t 1s refreshing tofind
one group who are doing g3rious work, for which they make no
apology, and through which they ars Iingpiring youth to
miggionary, if not goeclally-reseonstruetive, zsal.

Other youth organizations emphasize the educational and
the gocial. Thils group squarsly gtandsg for ths devotional

above svery other consideratione.
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2+ Recreational

Thers 1s no recreational program for thlsg youth group
of any kind, except one annmual dinner which ig conducted not
for the raisging of fundg but purely for fsllowship.

Tne absgsence of any plaﬁned recreationallife of any kind
1g a startling fact, when you congider the extenglvs
recreational programa other youth organizationg fesl it
neceggary to develope. A

The fact 1s particularly gtartling whenit is remsmbercd
that 75 young pecple mest on Friday sveningsef each wask
for this purely davotimn&l cultivation, drawn by other
appealg than dancing and gamesg.

The group lg primarily ssrious, and ths young peopls
regpond to 1t wholehsartedly, without the unnatural stim-
lation of extengive recreational lifa.

The writer feels that a graat lssson is to be learned
- here, If a program guffieclently intense ig carried for-
ward, youth will regpond without any attempt to compste
with commerclal amugement featursg.

While the wrlter approves the intengity of this group's
program for youth, wmaking recreatlional programs unnscs ssary,
he would degirs a goclally-reconstructive dirsetion to be
added to the purely psrsgonal devotilonal content emphasized
at the pregsnt tims.
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3¢ Self-Exprezsive

Wails the entire program of this youth group ig dsvo-
tilonal, spiritual, and evangzlistic, the opportunitiss:for
self-axpresalve acetivity ars manye. |

Firgt of all the Friday evening m2etings are exclusiwvely
condueted by the young people, though an occaglonal gpesaker
1g brought in from outgide. Not only are these weskly ser-
viceg conducted by the young psople, but the prayer perlod
and tegtimony perliod each wesk ig devoted sxelusglvely to
prayerg and tssgtimonleg offered voluntarily by the young
peopls.

One ZBunday each month, in the afternoon, membsrg of
thig group conduct a gervice of songs at the Yonkers
General Hosgpital, offering additional g2lf-eXpregsivs
opportunity for the young psople, for they conduct all
phageg of thig community gervice themgelvag.

During the summer geasson, the ragular Friday evsnilng
mestings are conductasd on the maln eity square in the city
of Yonkerg, an open-air gervice, Before all the pagsersby,
the gecornful and the indifferent,-thsse young peopls give
theilr pergonal testimonisg, offer prayerg, and distribute
gogpel tracts.

Wnatever the fallursg of this group in dsvsloping
& goclal consgeclence aventuating in heroie Chrigtian sgocilal
aetion, thsy ecannot he aceused of not offsring young peopls

opportunitiag for gelf-expregsion.
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C. A STUDY OF YOUTH 1ZADZR3

i. Pergonality

The pastor of the church, Rev, Hakssg, 1ls the only adult
leader and advlsor to thls groupe.

He is a man in hilg early fortleg, conscientious, frisndly,
willing to listen to suggestions, and wholsheartedly given
to pergonal and mass evangelistic snterprissge.

Hig lsadership ls both affirmative and effectlive, He
doeg not hold hig young psople back, but rather gucceedg in

ralsaging thelr ensrgisag,.

2 Sfflclency

Reve. Haksg hag 1llttle interest in complex efflecisncy
ag obgerved in metlculous charts and figurss of non-evangs-
ligtic youth groups.

His4sffiaiency 1 of the dynamic rathsrthan of the gtatie

varlsty, He doeg not lead hig young peopls with the multi-
| plication’table or the yardstick, but with dyanamie and
vividly clear and unashamed Christian objsctive.

He makeg wide uge of evangelistlic lsaderghip outslde his
own church, That is, he gacures svangellstic gpeakerg from
many sourcasg, go that hig young psople have varisty in their
approachag to evangslism.

He ig efficient algo in the genge of arousing in ths
young people the dagire and abllity to lsad themgelveg.
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3¢ Originality

Within the framework of the purely evangslligtlc objeec-
tive, Rev, Hakss has conglderable originality. Thlg is man-
ife gt in the Quarterly Young Psopls'sg Rally, to which simi-
larly-mind2d groups from churchss mény mileg digtant through-
out the county come with largs dslegations.

Thig Quarterly Rally 1s a large evangelistic ssrvice
conducted in the church sanctuary,featuring both unusually
appealing musical numberg and uniqusly compelling speaksrg.

Por axample, at one of thess Ralllesg Rev., Hakeg pre=-
senied a converted Indlan Chlaf who prsachedths svangelistlc
germon in full Indian attire, At anothsr simllar Rally, a
religlous cartoonist drew pletures whille prseachling the
avangelisgtic germon.

Wils the baglc motive of all of the work wlth youth
lg avangélistic and thsrefore not original, there 1ls a
dscidsd trend toward the unique and the unugual within thils
framegark of objesetivse.

The one wsaknegs in Rev. Hakeg' lsaderghip, whichhe
might not congldsr a weakness, is‘tﬁe total absence of any
intersgt or any attempt to arouse 1nterest‘1n gocially=-
recongtructive gtudy or action.

Rav, Hakeg would leave the world wsll enough alone,
while hig young poople are finding a psrsonal Christian
convergion, and gend ing out misgsionariegs to convert the

hasthen.
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D. A STUDY OF LITERATUR:Z AXND
SOURCE MATERIAL

Thig youth group uses no denominational literature
of any kind, partly bscausge 1t places all itg emphagls on
the Bible itself, and partly bscause 1t feslg that the
denominational literature does netglanﬁ ltegalf to
evangeligtic enterprigs.

Thig emphagis upon the Bible ag the gource of ingpira-
tlon and power 1is splendid, though ths writer fesls that
the Bible is handled with too rigid an interpretation
admitting of no digagreemsnt,

Youth should have the opportunity ito do some free
eXperlnenting with ildeas, Interpretations of ths Blble
already made should not always be glven them.

The weakness in thig group 1s upon too rigld an
interpraﬁation of the Bibls, though it 1s better to have
too rigld an interpretation than it 1g to have none atall,
ag ig the casge in many of our modesrn churchege

One other weakness as to gource material might be
citeds No use at all is made of the current secular
literature on gocial affairs and problsms, Nor any
uge of gocial gtudy surveys, questlonaires, polls, and

gqueatge

%. A STUDY OF MOTIV2S
There 1s but one motive hsld in the work with youth
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of thig churehe The salvation of goulg. To this single
and pergonal 2nd all the work of the church 1lg consa-
erated.

Two obgervations must be made at this point.

Firgt, the galvation of the indlvidual goul 1g in
ltgelf a gplendid aim., However, if the salvation of the
ind ividual soul ig directed toward purely personal ends, it
may prove to contain great goecial harme

Seeond, whille the relatlionghip between the Individual
goul and God 1s all-important, ths writsr belisves thisg
relatlionsghip should bs a natural companlonshlpy in achleving
& Christian gocial order, rather than a mere pergonal fellow-
ghip on the gtatlc lsvel of pure worghlp.

The world nsseds the dymamic of heroic Chrigtian lsader-
ship ag well as the ingpirations of pursely psrsonal worsghip.

F. A STUDY OF THE REIATION OF
MEMBERS OF THZ YOUTH ORCANI®
ZATION TO MEMBERS OF THR
IO0CAL GH‘GRGH
l. Percentagss | |

Qut of the 450 members of this chureh, there are bstween
50 and 7% young people connected wlth the youth organization.

The percentage of young people who becomz2 memberg of the
adult chureh 1s high, egtimated at 90%. However, there 1g approx-
lma tely another 75 young people related in zoms way to the church,
yet not connected wlth the youth orgenizatlion., Thus the
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percentage of affectlivensgs of thils youth approach ig
50% o

Thig compareg vaery Tavorably with 17% found in the
largsast church of our study, and the 90% of young people
becoming adult churchmsabsrs comparsg very favorably with

the 99% found in the Trinlty Lutheran Church.

2. Turnovsr

The changs in membership in this youth group from
year to year, sxceplt through growth and the attalnment of
maturity with its more active partielpatlon in the adult
church, 1g very gmall.

15% would be a high estimate of the annual turnover,
and for each youth lost another 1s gained.

Fow losses ars regletered for other than natural causes,
such as moving away and Sunday or other employment compsting
with the youth scheduls.

Thege figures suggest the effactivamsgs of thlsg youth
approach,. Whatever 1lts fallures in inculeating & azocial
congelence in the young, ltg work toward tha galvatlon of
ind ividual gouls must be admitted to be both efficlently and

succegsfully carried forward.

Gs A STUDY OF YOUTH RiESPONSE
1. To The Form of Organizatlon
I found not only dlseontent with other youth programs
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which gtrass rscrsational and social activity rather than
religlousg fervor, but genuine pleagure at the evangeligstle
zaal of this youth programe.

One young woman, an official in this group, sald, "®
believe that if othsr churches would stress recreation less
and preach Chrigt erucifisd more, they would maks a gtrongsr
appeal to young people today and do much mor2 pasrmanznt good,.
Our group hasg a lot of fun, but it ig all connezcted wlth
a rzal work of bringing young psopls to accapt Chrigt as
thelr psrgonal Savior.®

Another young woman, standing nsar the first, saild,

"Our main interest is not plsasure, but Christ,"

Thege young people had no suggestlions to offer of any
kind for changes in the form of organlization within which
the ir aetivity for soul-saving ig projected.

Oné gald, "we feel that the form of organization dossn't
matter so much., It's what the motlves are that countse"

It must be admitted that a youth program which ingpireg
young people to hold Chrigt abovs ?l@asure in their intsreasts

ig an effective program in the finest sonse.

2+ To Literaturs Uged
Two youth regponges ag to liisrature and gource material
wars evident In my conversations with repregsntatlive groups

in this chureh,
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The two regponges were 1in reallty but two sidsg of
one s gpongsae The young people wers strongly appraclative
of the uge mads of the Blbls ag the one literature in their
organization., And similarly, they were gtrongly opposed to
any uga of goclal gurveys, pollg, and invegtligatliong.

ﬁt‘this point ths wrlter finds 1t necegeary to make two
Obgervationge

Firgt, the uge of the Bible ag the literature basgic
in this youth group cannot be toc strongly commended. If
the Blble hag ever been of any value, 1ts value ghould bs
apparant todaye Other church youth programg can learn
from this group's use of the Blble.

Second, the total absence of any interest in soclal
problems, in labor questlons, in marljuana gmoking In the
Yonksrs High School, and othsr gimilar goclal quesgtions,
suggasts both that no soclally-recongtructive content hag
been taught these young peopls, and that their ons intersgt
in the future will have no direet bearing on 1lifs's greatest
Problemg. Thsge young people will always be inte§aateé in
gaving soulg, but never in the basglec relisf of mmman guffering
In the commnity about them.

Tnere lg an heroic content in the regult of this group's
youth activity. The young are incited to graat deeds of
evangsllgtic and migglionary achisvement, Thig 1g gplendid.
But it would have gtlill greaster valus if heroism in social

Tebuild ing could algo receive a part of their smphagig.
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3. To The Program Of Each Organization

"At first," sald a young man, active in this youth organ-
ization, "I didn't 1iks to go down on Yonksrsg' central square
on Friday avaninés and glve my testimony be fore pagasing crowdsge
Sometimesg kidg would pass on the gireet that I used to play
with, and they knew I hadn't been a saint. That was hard to
d0., But Christ and the dligeiples d1d the same thing, and go
I figured I could do 1te I really enjoy doing it now, and
1t helps me when I am tempted to remsmber ths tegtimony I
have made and must live up to."

In thig one regponse 1ia céntaineé the reaction of the
young people both to the devotional and the self-expressiﬁe
Program of the group.s

A great chaileng3 to high Chrigtian experience and high
Chrigtian action is to be found in the evangeligtic approachs
Wnile 1t 1s a challenging standard that 1s set before them,
1t 1g the kind of challengs which, aceepted, giveg them great
Joy in achisvement.

The program of thls group mugt be gtrongly commended for
itg incitement of youth interest and regponse.

The one wsakness in ths program 1g the absence of any
growing awarsnsgg or gelf-exprsgesive activity on the part of
the young people toward the removal of soclal abugesg.

The program ig pesrsonally dymamic, but socially statilec.
Chrigtianity has always been both pergonally andé socially
dynamice
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4, To leadersghip
| Three young people informed me that their pastor was
ths finest pagtor the church had ever had, and that young
people's work under hig lsaderghip had taken a new leage
on lifes

"Bgfors he came here," sald one, "the church was almost
on its last legs, particularly in any young people's programs.
Now our young people are finding themgelves in & real Christian
gxperience and taking an actlve part in the development of the
church,*

One young man gaid, "Rev, Hakeg 1s the finsgt kind of a
lsader, but I gsometimes wlsh he would train mors of the young
people 1o be better lsaders themselveg, A fesw of the young
people are active lesaderg, but they deo all the leading. More
of usg should be trained to lead.,"

Thevyoung peopls obviougly feel that thelir pagtor ig a
dynamic lesader, lnagpiring them to great psrsonal Chrigtlan
achlevement, The only suggestlions or eritlelisms they have
to offer have to do with the training of more young psople to
take leadsrsghip regponsibilitissg.

The problem of these young people ig not one of dynamie
energy in thelr leadersghip, but of a wider applieation of
Chrigtian truth in hlg smphasis. . |

Thege young people are becoming Chrigt-conscious, They
are permitted to bscome adults, howsver, without soclal

gclanca.
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5. To Motives

. I 4id not find one young pergon actively connacted with
this orgsnization who felt that thers ghould be a gtrongsr
recreational programe

"#o don't have time for foolighness. We keep bugy doing
real thingg."

The psculiar rsagon for the exlgtence of the chureh 1ig,
after all, the creation and congervation of Chrigt-centerad
citizeng of khe world, who ars urgently anxioug to give of
themgelveg for Chrigtian pergonal and social rebullding.

“Ths galvation of goulg" ig the ond gought, the end
toward which all featurss of the youth program ars directed.

The end is achieved with a very High degree of efficlency,
for 90% of thé youth organization memberg become adult membsrg
of thlsevangelistic church.

If to the "galvation of gouls® asg tﬁe objective of
youth activity could be adﬁaéathe "Christian bulld ing éf
a goclal order", no geriousnegs would be logt, much natural
ag oppoged to unnatural exeltementand intersst would be
arouged, and the net regult would be both personal character
of a fine type and gocial reconstruction.

The motive 1ig, thersefore, gplendid, but from the gtand-
point of world nesds, incomplets.

Christian character must not be allowsd to axigt in a

vacuum. It mugt make an ablding lmpression on its age.



lé}d

H, SWNARY: A STUDY OF FAILURES
AND NZED&ED CHANGES
1. In Organilzation

We have geen that the youth program of thlsg church
for middls and latser adolsscents conglsts in one strong
svangelistle organlzation mseting one night a wsek for
an evangsligtic gervice, to which between 50 and T5 young
pPeopls out of a possible 100 or 150 baslong.

The framaswork of the organization 1sg gimpls rather than
complexs The omphaglsg 1lg Christlan personal and mags evange -
ligm rathar than complexity of organization.

One Sunday afternoon a month the group sings at a local
hogpital. During the gummsr the orgenizatlon conducts lts
regular Friday evening evangsligtic serviceg on Yonksr'sg
main city square, Once every thres monthe ths Friday evening
meating 1s given for a County-Wide Young Psopls's Rally, in
which a concerted attempt is made to lead y@ungapaoPlets
Christ, _

Ths simplieity and effectivensss of the organization
lg to be gtrongly commended, Its lack of any interest
of any kind in the correction of gocilal svilg is to be

gue gtionasde.

2« In Literature
We have obgerved that thls youth group uses no literaturs
axcept ths Bible,
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Again, we mugt commend thls group. Direct approach to
fhe Bibls ag a vital gource of powar, lnspiration, and heroic
challsnge, so greatly forsaken by many modarn youth groups,
mugt be sverywhsrs relnstated. If there lg guch a thing
&g power, 1napirati§n, and challenge, 1ltg bagt gource is
the book which degeribes its moments of greatest historie
intensitye.

¥at, it must always be callsd ito mind that ths Blble
1s & book of higtory, of the great herolsms of the pagts It
must not be permitited to blind our syes to the herole work
of ths pregente.

Heroic work in the present demande an undsrgtand ing of
gocisl problems and a trained social gclencs sventuating in
an awakened urge for harolec Christian soclal action,

Buch gource matsrial ag local questionairsgs, surveys,
pollgy and interviews with key figures, of such tremsndous
vzlue where usgsd, lg in this youth program totally lgnoresd.

The result lg young people on firs with Christlianzeal,
and with no use made of this Christian zeal in social re-
generation, For 1f svery last parson on 2arth wers to be
personally convertsd, the arrangements by which we live wilth
ong anothsr, sconomic, raclal, natlional, would still havs to

be recongtructed.

3¢ In Program Of Rach Organlzation
W have gzen that the programoof thig youth organization
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1s, while gelf-exXpreassivs, entirely baged on devotional life.
ﬁa raecrsational preogram lg planned or degired.

The entirse weekly mssting of the group is devotlional.
The gQuarterly Rally 1lg entirsely dsvotional. Ths monthly
sing at a local hogpital lg devotional, The aummér gtrset
gervices are entirely devotional, | |

No part of the youth program ig deslgned to achlsvs any
othar end than the salvation of the individual sgouls.

The writer offers ons comment., The intenglty and gsr-
lougnegg of thig purely devotional program 1g splendid.
Yet the total absence of any part of the program deglgned to
interegt and train young peopls in corrscting of social evils
lg a primavdefect.' Chrigtlanity has alwayschallsnged
both individualg and the arrangements by which they live
together, Thig group's program almg only at the recon-

stfuction of the individual.

4, In lsaderghip

The psrsonality, efflelisncy, and originality of Rev.
Haksg, the leader of the youth work in this church, hag been
obvious in the many unilque features of hlg svangelistic
program and in the high peresntage of his young paopls who
bacome active gupporters of the adult church.

Tne absence of any soclal congeience, howaver, in the
nindg of the young psople most certainly reflsctg a complete
abgence of thils quality in the leader. Ag 1t 1s, he 1s doing
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a tremsndougly fins plece of work in awaking youth to
Chrigt and the iagpirations of Biblical regource.
If to thisg fine emphagls could be addedthe gocial

congelencse, the program would be compldte.

5. In Motilve X
We have gesn that the sntirs proesdure of thils youth
organization 1lg based upon the single motlve of ”tfne sal-
vation of goulg"e
There 1s no other motive congeclously held 21ther by
the young peopls or the lsader than thig onzof achisvdng
ind ividual acceptance of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.
The writsr fselsg that the ultimate value of this
motive and the programg carried forward toward its achleve-
ment lg of & regcuz:naturs., That i1s, men in nssd of 'sal-
vation are the regult of goclal abuges. Wnils all mennsed
pergonal commitment to Chrigst, and personal Justification
from thsir own sinful heartg, this commitment and this
Justification should come to them naturally as, inapired
by Chrigt, they ars led to glve themselveg to their age.
The clarity wlth which this motive 1g held ig fins.
The abgence of any desire to give Christ to soelal re-
congtruetion today ag w2ll asg to personal salvatlion musgt

again be queastionad.
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CHAPTER SIX
CONCLUSION

We have traced the trends of contemporary thought
among youth leaders through both conservatively personal
and social schools of emphasis, We have studied actial
local churches in relation to their aims in youth work
and their realistic achievements. We now come to evalu-
ate;‘as best we may; the conclusions which have emerged
from our‘study of texts and our investigation of local

churches,

| A. POINTS OF WEAKNESS |
| In the personal definitions gf objective with youth
we observed certain marked trends, Cut of five sources
which emphasized the personal conception of objective
three made no specific mention of the social implications
contained in personal cémmitment to Christ, one suggested
that social awareness and responsibility‘was‘a culm;nating

outgrowth of personal commitment but secondary to the - -

basic necessity of personal commitment, and only one gave
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full recognition of the importance‘of the sociallyfin;e-
grative elements inryouth training, Only one source out
of five stressed the social as of equal significancexwith
the personal conceptions of aim. Even this one sourcg;
hoWever; though stressing the sccial; gave the first and
basic emphasis to the personal commitment to Chrigt,‘w
Three sources ignored the social implications of personal
religious experience altogether, One made brief reference
to the social as the development from the peféonal. Only
one gave genuine stress to the social; including in the
statement of specific aims ten social alms to five personal
objectives. , , o

This ratio of personal emphasis ignoring the social
to personal emphasis giving place to the soecial is strongly
suggestive of a wegkness in the general trend of personal
conceptions of aim, An insufficient recognition of the - -
social outcome of personal religious experience is strongly
indicated. _ ‘ o

In the social definitions of objgctive in work with
youth we observed a variety of trends, Among twenty‘
sources studied we found seven major divisions of em~
phasis. The dominant emphasis among these seven ﬁivig@pns
was the definition of the aim of work with youth as sac-

rificial service in the love of Christ and likeness to
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Him in social service, Completely socialized servigg;
omiting reference to and emphasis upon religious exper-
ience; as an end in work with youth; and service as
social altruism, were closely allied though given less
dominant emphasis, Another social definition of obges-
tive in work with yguth wag the gradual develoPment‘gf
Christian character, Still another of the seven major
divisions of emphasis in social conceptions of aim de-
fined the end sought as conduct guided by inner control.,
Other divisions of emphasis stressed harmonious social
integration; the development of character within
realistic life situations; the cultivation of reverent
wonder and worship; and the stimulation of youth to
think seriously about vital contemporary ideas and
principles, v o R
The fact that out of twenty sources nine emphasized
social service is significant; yet it must be pointed
out that eleven sources gave no emphasis upon social
responsibility as an end in the training of youth.
Many helpful and clarifying definitions of pbjective -
from the social point of view were given, yet only nine
out of twenlty sources siressed the development in youth

of a social conscience,
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Similarly; out of twenty sources studied only five
were found which emphasized the relationship between -
gservice and Christ. Only five out of the twenty sources
stressed the inspirational value of Christ, An insuffic-
ient emphasis upon Christ as historic Christianity's major
. spiritual resource is strongly indicated,

; Likewise; in the seven major divisions of social
definition of objective only one included recognition of
heroic social reconstruction as an authentic element in
social service, Interestingly enough, the one major
division of social emphasis which gave recognition of
heroic reconstruction as an end in youth training was
the same division which stressed the importance of Christ,
Six divisions of social emphasis made no stress upon
either the importance of Christ or the value of social
reconstruction, ‘

From ten sources defining pringiples of technique
from the personal point of view; nine technique principles
were observed., These included chiid freedom, the uniting
of education with evangelism, the presentation of the
living Christ; the stimulating rather than the benumbing
approach to youth; the presentation of religion in terms
of young life; the whole-life as subject matter approach,
the cultivation of communion with a supreme spiritual

power, the necessity of regarding the teacher as a part
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of his or her own technique; and the principle of re-
garding a change of heart as a growth requiring training
both before and after the moment of decision., Throughout
these splendid definitions of technique principles no
emphasis upon awareness of the challenges to be found
in social evils was observgd; suggesting an insufficient
recognition of social‘need.

From sevenleen sources defining principles of tech-
nique from the social point of view; seven major tech=-
nique principles were observed, including the necessity of
developing a serious approach to serious subjects, a
whole-life subjéct matter aprroach, authentic spiritual
leadership, increased efficiency and increased scientific
squaring of teaching content with the realities of life,
the approach to youth's training not with theology but - -
with the individual, the creation and development of»spe?ial
techniques for reaching and influencing delinquent youth,
and the recognition of the permanent values of the project
method of youth training. , _

Only one of these seven principles of technique
gives emphasis upon the importance of authentic spiritual
leadership as related to Christ., An insufficient emphasis
upon Christ as the authentic spiritual resource is

indicated,
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Throughout our invegtigation of local church youth
objectliveg and programs, two major wsakneases were
apparent, weaknesses slmllar in theilr natureto those
found in the contemporary dsefinitions of objectives among
youth leadsarsgs

In the youth work at ths Memorial M. . Church,
© thege two weaknesses were partlicularly apparsnt. While
a complex program of recreational, sducatlonal, cultural,
and phyaleal activitles was planned and carried out, too
little smphasls was made upon the great insgplirationg and
stimulations to be found in the Bilble, and too little em=-
Phasig was placsd upon a sgtudy of and a realistically:recen-
gtructive get of activitleg toward the improvemant of the
gsocial aéana.

Thege game major and basic faults were found in our
invegtigation of ths youth work of 4he Ridgeview Congraga~-
tional Churchs #While more emphasis was here given to gervice
pro jectg, thege projecis were all degigned to gtrengthen the
local church rather than to serve the community or theworld.
The ingpirationg of the Bible were glven too little place in
the program, and the challsnges tobe found in a gtudy of the
lmnedlate goclal acene were almogt wholly neglectede

While a greater smphasls wag placed upon the Bible in
the Trinity ILutheran Churech, these same two weaknegges wers
again apparent, Too little exploitation of Biblical regources

and abgolutely no intersgt In the transformation of the gocial
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environment were clearly indlcated.

In the youth work of the Nepperhan Avenue Baptist
Church wa found that the Bilble came into ltsown in that
1t wag the aole literature utilized, though even here the
Bible wag not permitted to gpeak for ltself, but rsce iva&-/

‘ a rigidly unylelding interpretation pecullarto thls ssct.
And in thig chureh, ag in the Trinity Lutheran Church, no
interest of any kind wasg obgervable in herolc Christian
actlon toward goclal recongtructions

Thig condition throughout actual loecal churchsg
suggests a differsnt way of stating the two weaknesges.

Too gresat a place in the programsg of young psople 1g glven
to recreation, fellowship for its own gake, and eultural
development, and far too little to the geriousg wontent of
the Biﬁle and modern goclal nsed.

The highesgt perecentages of young people eventually
finding their way Iinto aetive participation in the adult -
church were found in the Trinity Imtheran Church and in the
Nepperhan Avenue Baptlgt Church, both of whiech, significantly
enough, omit sextensgive rsersational programs and apscilalize
on gerioug objeetiveg -- the firgt on chureh-centsred pilsty
and the gecond on pergonal acceptance of Christ ag Savicr and
Lord.

To gummarize Iin cné gentence the main points of weak-
negs dlscovered, the modern chureh In itg approach to youth

spendg far too much time Iin enjoyabls but intellectually-
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serious congideration, doeg not make suffielsnt use .of thse.
one great regource of power, ingplration, and challenge of
higtoric ﬁhmatiainity, the Bible, and, finally, dosg not

goek the heroic recongtruction of the goelal environment.

B, POINTS OF STRENGTH

Throughout our invegtigatien of the local churchss in
the ir work with youth, we have found four major elementg-of
strength -« elements which are enrieching the agpiritual 1life
of the young people for whom they are providsd, elesments
which any youth lsader ean incorporate into his own youth
programe

In the Memorisl M. Be. Church a gtrong cultural program
1g being carrisd on with effsetive results both in youth
Interegt and ecultural appreciation, Spsakers on cultural
subjectg, and a Drama Reading Club, are togsther contributing
a fine quality of gsoclal cultural awareness to these young
Peoples |

In The Ridgeview Congrsgatilonal Church thers 1lg obgarvable
a gtrong gervice progz‘ém which uniteg recreation and gelf-
exXpression in helpful projects for the enrichment of the
local ehurch, The young psople learn to serve their church,
and In thig faghion learn the rudimentary principleg of
the gpirit of gervice i'i:.salf. N

A unlguely strong element which all churchss ean bensfit
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by utili@ing was found in the digtinctlive church-esntered
progrem of the Trinity ILutheran Church. Z2Zvery program in

the church is judged by whether or not it definitely con-
tributeg to the develeopment of a church-centersd piaty.

The child at the age of 14 lg ushered through a thorough
ceﬁrse of instruetion into a church appreciation and church

- memberghipe From that hour forward, the youth group carrisg
him on to a congtantly increasged churehe-congclougnesse

The effsetivensss of thig typs of emphagls 1s to be geen

in the faet that 99% of the youth organization members bscome
participants in ths adult churche. In gplite of 1itg dangers,
thls emphagis with youth constitutes a pointof great girength.

The fourth point of gtrength wag found in the intengity
of personal experience arouged by the Nepperhan Avenue Baptist
Chureh in its wholehearted attempt to lead the youth to emo-
tional personal commitment to Chrigsi. Without rscreational
program of any kind, thls church holds 1itg young. The in-
tenglty of personal emotional experiences dsveloped here ig
éomethiﬂg to be gought after In other youth organizationg.

It 1s the wrilter's view that this intengity may bs gained
ag well by sociallywré@enetru&tiva projects as by purely per=
sonal Christian commitment, but the Intengity 1s a point of
gtrength In dealing with youthes

Here are four tangible techniqusg for improving any youth

program, Sach must be uged with eaution, but with ensrgy.
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C. CONCILUSION

A careful analysisVof both the,aent@ﬁporary thought
’about youth work and the goals and achisvements of actual
local churcheg revsalsg slx major arsag of cultivation and
youth interest,

Thege glx elsments of a complets youth program may be
dlvided into three clagsificationg, ths gupremely important,
the legg important though valuable, and the unimportant.

It 1g the beliaf of ths writsr that ths average youth
program in the local church gufferg from a fallurs to place
first things first. Secondary conglderations, or congiderations
of no value at all, often take up all of the time both of
the young people and their lsaders, complestely replacing or
dtgplacing the supremely important essentialge

& part of ths golution of temporary church fallurs with
youth will unquestionably be found in a consclous redsfinition
and rearrangenmsnt of ends gought into primary and sscondary
claggifications,

The gix major arsas of youth intersst discernible ars:
(1) The Bible, (2) Soclally-Regenerative Aectlion, (3) Churche-
eanterad Platy, (4) Service Projescts Contributing to the Loecal
Cmirch, (5) Cultural Cultivation, and (6) Recrsation.

Of thege slx arsag of intersgt, the first thrss are to
be classified as Primary and of suprems importance. To placs
them in a gecondary position is to neglset all the uniquely
Chrlgtian agpscts of youth cultivation. They mugt remalin in
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firgt place,

Of the four loecal chureh youth programg gtudied, the
writer did not find one which made uass of all three of thege
Primary olements ssggentlal in youth cultivation., 3Zach chureh
tended to emphasize ons of these thres elements to the
slighﬁing of the other two.

In other words, the modern church achliavesg a very low
bereentage of efficieney in filling itg Chrigtian place of
yéuth leaderghip, and here ig to be found the bagle rsagon
both for the fallure of the chureh to reach youth and 1its
Tallure to bulld youthls character toward effective Christian
heroigms The elements of Primary importancs are given
Secondary emphasis or no emphagis at all.

0f thege thres Primary areag of cultivatlion and Iintsrest,
~one hag to do with form and the other itwo wlth content. The
goal of church-centered platy 1ls a general goal, suggesting
the form which the approach to youth must take, Thlg goal
in 1teelf can contribute nothing to sffeetive youth leadsr-
gships. It merely emphasizes the basic medium through which
the content of effeetive youth cultivation toward herolc
endg may be offersd. The content whieh gilveg thlg church=
centarad goal meaning and value ig to be found in the rse-
maining two Primary elsmentg in youth training, the Bible,
and Soclally~Regensrative Action,

fhere there 1lg no vwlslon the people perigh. And whare
there 1g no ingpiration, youth 1s logt.s To negleet the living
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Eibla and its presentatlion in a living way 1g to expsct a
trea to grow where no ssed has bzan planted.

8mall bughss, even beautiful bushes, may grow on the
top of the ground with no depth of rooting. Grasat treasg
ean only grow ag tres<roots penetrate desply into the riech
901l below ths surface.

The pregentation of the Bible as a living document is
ag esgantial to the davelopmsnt of great Chrigtiansg, as deep
goll ig egsential to ths growth of grsat tresg.

Youth aceepts ingpiration anywhere, from any source.

But only that lnspiration which ecomeg from gourcesg which
youth belisves to be authentle will youth accept as authen-
tiec ingpiration. The Bible is the authentic ingpiration of
all Chrigtianity.

The gmall place given the Bible in all modaern church
youth programg glvesg an obviaus e¢lua to church youth faillure.

Agaln, the Bible may be pregsnted in guch a faghlion that
youth 1s not aware of 1ts inspiration, but only of its tire-
gome historical detall. Dead history will never ingpire youth,
but only the living heroimm of historie figures.

Again, the Blbls may be pregented in guch a manner that
its inspliration ig hildden bensath gome prejudicsd thsologileal
pattern of interpretation. Thig lg to deny the Blbls ths right
t0 gpsak for itsslf., Chrigtian heroes do not develope on ths
ingpirations of rigid thsology.

IThe Bible itgelf, a living book of living peopls, without
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rigld and prajudiced thsologlcal interprstation, mugt ever
be atilisaé as the one authentle source of great ingpira-
tion.

But inspiration without agpiration is waluslegs. To
inspire youth to Christian herolsm, and then to deny him
heroie opportunitiesg for Chrigtian achievement is to creats
 only an unhapplly frugtrated youth who may oventually bescome
& problem for the psychilatrigt.

W ated Ingplration ls worge than no ingpiration.

Waat youth ig going to do wlth hig congtantly growing
relsaga of gpiritual energy 1s as of great importance, if
it 1s not of greater importancse, than how he ig to bas
ingpired.

As the Bible must be the constant source of authentie
ingpiratlion, so thoge human goclal arrangsments which cauge
suffering and gin must be the congstant field of agpiration.

Chrigtianity would rebuild both the world and its human
population, To thig end 1t offers the authsntic ingpiration
of the Bible. But the Bible must never beecome the end. It
must always remain the authentiec insplrational msang to the
end of individual and world reconstruction.

Soclally-reeongtruetive action, thsrefore, remaing the
great task and the great challsnge =--- the gpal for the
reaching of which the Bible offerg relsase of gpiritual
Bnargye

The almogt complete abgence of the authentic ingpira-
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tion of ths Bible and historic Christianity and of the
aaﬁiraticﬁ of gocilal reconsgtruction in the modern church
program for youth indiecates the fundamental reagon why

the ehurchsg are laboring with almogt no obgervable regulis.

Ag Christlanity without ingpiration and agpliration 1gs
a mongtrogity, so the Chrigtian chureh, small or large,
 which neglectes both the Bible and socially-regenerative
action is a pleoture of complete futility.

The threes Primary egssntlals of effeetlve chureh work
with youth, are, therasfore, (1) The Bibls, (2) Socially-
Regenerative Action, and (3) Church-centersd Plety.

Significantly enough in thlg day of chureh fallure to
reach and insplire youth, thege thres areag of cultivation are
the leagt exploited in the averags churech.

0f Seeondary importance, though of gome real value for
youth's well-roundsd training, are the nsxi two arsag of
emphagis, (4) Service Projects Contributing to the Local
Chureh, and (5) Cultural Cultivation.

Next in importance to gervics projects in Chrigtian
soclal recongtruction arse gsrvice projects in the buillding
of the leocal church,

In many modarn churchag, no attempt ig made to train
youth in the gerving of his own local church. Waile ths
bullding of the Invigible Church is always primery, the
building of ths Vigible Chureh 1s always secondarye. Youth

hoth nssdg and wants training which will relsass hig ener-
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gles in the gervice of his own church.

‘ Next in ilmportsnce ecomesg Cultural Cultivatlon. Ths
snjoyment of living necsgsitates an apprseclatlion of the fine
attainmentg of men. %While the ingpirationg of cultural
a@&i%vemant may not always be authentle, they have ths abllity
to enrich the enjoyment of lifa. |

Christianity would ersate hsrosg, y2s. But it would
not deprive the haro of the enjoyment of the fins atialnments
of hlg fallowmen,

A tagte for cultural achisvsments ls not always donscious
in ysu%h. It nesda a msagure of intelligent cultivation.

A Chrigtian youth program 1g not departing from its true work
when 1t gesks to agsist youth in tralning hisg taste for the
fine, unless 1t doss so at the expensgs of 1ts Primary smphasis
on ingpiration and aspiration.

Cultural Cultivation, therefore, 1f 1t 1s kept as a
S@conﬁ&ry emphaals, lg splendid. All youth groups would profit
from guch an emphacis.

Next and last we come 1o an area of youth intersgt which
1s leagt important of all the arsag, yat today receiveg the
most of the attentlion, (6) Recreation,.

Two of the churcheg which we have studisd, ths two with
ths highegt perecsntages of efficiency, have had a minimum of
recreational program or nons at all, yat they have both
reachad and held a larger psrcentage of th2ir young psople

than the churches with a major recrsational emphaslise
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Rzereational actlvity may bulld a largs trangient
Youth group, but it will nsithsr build Chrigtians nor a
churele

Chrigtianity, however, hag no wigh to gtand in the way
of youth's full enjoyment of life. Christianity would add to
that angéymant. But Christianity has alwayg smphasiged
© the plsagurss of the gpirit rather than the pleagursg of the
Tlagh,

'Ag long ag youth neadg guldance In hls choics of medlung
of recrsation, the church hag a gervice to render. In thig
manner only, for the purpoge of guldance, the church may
carry forward an interest in recrseation through its youth
prcgfam;

Howaver, 1t mugt always be remembersad that the chureh ig
not a racreational ingtitution, but an ingtitutlon fogtering
Christian heroism in personal and socilal racongtruction.
Therafors, the chureh hasg no businegs competing with fine
recrsational opportunitiss offersd youth in non-churchly
anviromsntse

As long ag youth 1lg authentleally ingpired by the Blbls
and Christian history, and aroused to apply hils relsased
gpiritual ingpiration in the regensration of ths world and
men, the church may confldently lsave hilg recreatlonal
choieeg to himgelf,

Ist ths chureh youth lsadsr thasrefors Mgeek firgt the
Kingdom of CGod and Hlg righteousnegs" and othsr arsag of

emphasls will care for themselvag.
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