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THE REL~TIONSHIP OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND THE CHURCH 
IN TRI£ r.rEACHINGS OF JESUS .AND PAUL 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Statement of the Subject 

Two concepts in religious thought are the basis 

for much misunderstanding and disagreement in religious 

circles today. One is the Kingdom of God and the other is 

the concept of the Church. The subject that provokes this 

study is: what is the relationship between the two? 

The central teaching of Jesus in the Synoptics 

is His proclamation of the Kingdom of God. He speaks of 

its time relationship, of entrance into the Kingdom, of the 

life of Kingd:~·m ~embers, of the growth of the Kingdom, and 

of the consummation of the Kingdom. But He does not define 

it; only gives its manifestations. In like manner St. 

Paul instead of speaking of the Kingdom of i}Od speaks of 

the Church, of its members, its problems, its associations 

in the world, and its relationship to Christ, but he does 

not define it. 

So the problem that confronts this study is what 
f 

is Christ's concept of the Kingdc;m of God and what is Paul's 

concept of the Church and their relationship to each other. 

B. Significance of the Subject 

Scholars in years past have often taken great 
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liberty in seeking to point out the differences between the 
1 

teachings of Jesus and the teachings of the Apostle Paul. 

Theirs has been the theme of disunity rather than unity. 

To them the New Testament rather than proclaiming one 

message offers to its readers many and even contradictory 

messages,. But Archibald Hunter in hie recent book, ~~e 

MeSS§S.~ 91. the~~.!! Testament, is among those who are recog­

nizing in a new way the essential unity of the New Testament 

message. He says: 

"There is a growing recognition of the essential 
unity of the New Testament and of the need for 
synthesis. That there was some such inherent unity, 
a unity that transcended. and dominated all diver­
sities, we must suppose to have been the convic­
tion of the men who helped to form the canon of 
the New Testament. That there is such s. unity 
and that recent New Testament study is making it 
ever plainer, it is the purpose of these pages to 
show. "2 

Thus this study will give support to this growing 

recognition of unity in the New Testament. Some scholars 

say that the idea of the Church is completely foreign to 
3 

Jesus' teachings. It was not His purpose to found a Church 

and so the Apostle Paul in his teaching and emphasis upon 

the Church must be mistaken. But this point of cleavage 

between Jesus and Paul need not be conceded to those who 

hold it. It is important that the unity in the message of 

1. 
• • • • • • 

' Gustav A. Deissmann: The Religion of Jesus and the 
Faith of Paul. 
Archibald Hunter: The Message of the New Testament, p .. 9. 
Jackson and Lake: The Beginnings of Christianity, Vol.!$ 
'P• 317. "Jesus in the earliest tradition of the Synop­
tic Gospels does not appear as intending to found a new 
society." 



-3-

the New Testament be maintained lest the auestion arise, 

am I of paul or am I of Christ, a.nd the herald of the Good 

News be caused to give an uncertain sound. 

There is a need for a clarification of these two 

concepts when one considers the confusion among thinking 

people concerning the meaning of the Kingdom of God and the 

Church. Some would eliminate the word Church from usage 

and substitute for it, the Kingdom of God, the Christian 

people, or as one denomination, The Assemblies of God. 

Scholars give numberless pages on the how and the when of 

the coming of the Kingdom, people pray, "Thy Kingdom come," 

they work for the extension or realization of the Kingdom 

on earth and wait for the coming of the Kingdom, but they 
1 

may be poles apart on the meaning of the concept. It is 

the purpose of this study to clarify thinking concerning 

the Kingdom of God and the Church by a study of their basic 

usages which will reveal an essential oneness in meanin~. 

C. Snecific Aspects to be Considered 

It is not the purpose of this studv to cover the 

whole broe,d field that the subject su~gests. Volumes ha.v~ 

been written on any one aspect of the Kingdom of God or ~ny 

one aspect of the Church. Thus it is necessary to limit the 

studv specifically to seeking to discover the essential mean­

ing of the Kin~dom of God as Jesus used the term, the 

• • • • • • 

1. T. W. Manson: Teachin~s of Jesus, n. 11R. 
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e ssentfal concept of the Church as Paul used the term, and 

the relationship between these two concepts. 

~uch aspects of the Kin12:dom idea as the how and 

when of its coming, the laws of the Kingdom, citizens of the 

Kin~dom, and the social or ethical aspects of the Kingdom 

will be dealt with only insofar as they interpret Jesus• use 

of the term, and reveal the Kinp;dom' s relationship to the 

dhurch .. 4lso in the studv of the Church, it won't be nec­

~ssarv for the specific purpose in view to delve deeply into 

Church organization, nolity, ritual, sacraments, and prob­

lems of the early Church but only such aspects that will aid 

in clarifying thinking on its relationship tot he KiW!:dom. 

D. Method of Procedure 

The first aspect of this subject to be considered 

will naturally be the nature of the Kin12:dom of God. The 

answer to this problem will evolve from a study of Jesus' 

words, works, and personality. Also it will require an 

understanding of the Jewish concept of the term and then this 

concept as expanded and enriched by Jesus. Then a study of 

Jesus' method of founding the Kingdom will have special value 

in underst~~ding Jesus' thought concerning the Church. 

The second asnect of the subject will be the nature 

of the Church as revealed in Acts and as Paul used the term. 

A stud.y of the birth and p::rowth of the Church will give an 

essential view of its various manifestations and then an 

understanding of Paul's interpretation and development of 

the ide;l. will complete the study of this aspect. 



Finally a synthesis of the two asnects as a whole 

in their relationship to each other will be made. The study 

will be concluded with a summary of the truths the study has 

revealed and with observations pertinent to the present-day 

life and work of the Church. 

-ro. Sources 

The prims.r:v source will be the words of Jesus and 

Paul as given in the American Revised Version of the Bible 

with a lesser use of the Bible in the original language. 

As for the secondary sources it will be imposs~ble 

to read all books written on the Kingdom or the Church, but 

a consideration of the views of a selected number of writers 

both ancient and modern will be given. In a given field of 

study, certain books become standard or source books for the 

field so that though numberle sa books may be in the field 

they only serve to re-emphasize or repeat what has already 

been said. 
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CHAPTER I 

JESUS AND THE KINGDOM 

A. Introduction 

It has been said "the Kingdom of God is one of the 

rr10st remarkable ideas and phrases of all t irne, having begun 

to be used very near the beginnings of history and continu-
1 

ing in force down to the present day. 11 This is the sub.1ect 

with which this chapter is concerned. 

T. W. Manson says that there are two ways of mis-

interpreting Jesus' teachings about the Kingdom of God. 

none school thinks largely in terms of natural 
evolution, the other in terms of supernatural 
revolution; the one is world-accepting, the other 
is world-renouncing. The one sings: 

Grow old along with me 
The best is yet to be. 

The other: 

The world is very evil 2 
The times are waxing late. 11 

It is the conviction of the writer 

is both realized in the present as well as i~ 

will be the purpose of this chapter to show. 

that the Kin~<z.d:om 

the future which 

The procedure will be to first take a ~eneral view 

of the whole concept of the Kingdom of God in the Synoptic 

Gospels by observing Jesus at work proclaiming the Kingdom 

in His ministry of teaching and healing and by His life. 

• • • • • • 

1. International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Vol.?, n.l80'3. 
2.. Manson, op. cit., p. 116. 

-7-
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Then the relationship between this view ~-nd the Old Test-~:~­

ment conce~t and the Jewish expectation of the coming King­

dom will be studied. After this general introduction, there 

will follow an int·ensive studv of Jesus' interpretation of 

the Kingdom idea as given chiefly in His Kingdom parables 

with a view to discovering the basic principles and char-

acter of the Kingdom. The chapter will conclude with a 

study of Jesus' founding His Kingdom in His creation of a 

brotherhood~ 

B. Jesus Manifestin~ the Kin~dom of God 

1. Proclama.tion 

Jesus o~ens His ministry with an a.nnouncement of 

tremendous import: Behold the time has come, all things 

are fulfilled, the Kingdom of God is at hand. Fre~are ye 
1 

to enter in. John the Bantist before Him had the same 

message: It is time to repent for the Kin~dom of Heaven 
2 

is at hand. Don't excuse yourself by sayin~: 
3 

We have 

Abraham for our father. For you can no longer trust in 

him. Tha.t dispensation is passing away. Your only honA 

now is to repent and to bring forth fruit worthy of 

. . . . ., . 
1. Mark 1: 14-11). 
?. Matthew ~:~. Note: The two terms--Kingdom of Heaven 

and KinKdom of God--are syno~ymous. Mark and Luke use 
only Kin~dom of God while Matthew uses Kingdom of 
Heaven predominantly. t~A.v ot.q?a, vt;v (of heaven) is in 
accord with the Hebrew nhrase and with Matthew's writ­
ing to Jews he would naturally use the Jewish phrase. 
James Hastings, Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels, 
Vol. I, p. 933 .. 

;. Matthew ~:9~ 



l 
of repentance .. ,John the Baptist• s mission in history 

was Gtiven by Isaiah 11 ma.ke ye ready the way of the Lord, 
2 

make his paths etra,i~ht." So a bu,Q:le ca,ll to repentance 

was the preparation that he sought to give for the comin,Q: 

of the Kin~ of the Kingdom. Jesus took up this note of 

repentance when He opened His ministrv saying: •'The King­

dom of God is at hand. Repent ye and believe in the 
3 

Gospel. 11 H.e went everywhere in all cities and villA$tee 

pre;:;.chinP: a.nd bringing the p:ood tidings of the Kingdom of 
4 

God. His puroose was not to remain in one village until 

all might believe but the urgency of the message within 

Him allowed Him only to declare it, and then move on to 
r::; 

the next village. 

2., Amazing Words 

But Jesus had more to offer than repentance and 

bantism bv water. John had realized that. 
6 

bantize with the Holy SPirit and in fire. 

Jesus came to 

The Gospel 
7 

that He preached was the Gospel of the Kingdom. The 

message brought amazement to His re arers. It was differ­

ent from that of the Scribes and Pharisees. He spoke with 
8 

authority, not as servant but as king. They questioned 

• • • • 0 • 

1. Matthew 3:8., 
2.. Luke 3:4, Isaiah 40:? ff. 
;. Mark 1:14-15. 
4. Matthew 9~35. 
5. Luke 4:42 ... 43. 
6.. Matthew 3:11. 
7. Matthew 9:35. 
8. Ma.rk 1:22., 



... lQ ... 

1 
amoM themselves sa:vtnp:, Is this a new teR.ohinp:? 

In His teaching He gave much time to describin~ 

the Kingdom. Esneciall:v in parables would He picture to 
2 

His hearers the Kingdom. In the Sermon on the Mount He 
3 

gives laws that ~overn the Kingdom. His Kingdom is not 

to supersede but to fulfill the Kingdom of the law and the 

prophets. Whoever breaks one of the laws and teaches 

another to do so shall be least inthe Kingdom but whoever 

will do them and teach ot.hers to do likewise shall be great 
4 

in the Kingdom. The law said, "Thou ahaJ.t not kill, 11 

5 
but Jesus said, "Be not ~r:v with a man!1 The ·law for-

bade the act of adulter,y but Jesus forbade lust of the eye. 

Jesus made possible the fulfillment of the law by striking 

at the inner source of evi~ for if the inner man conformed 

to the law then the external would fall into line. 

3. Amazing Deeds 

Along with His teaching and preaching went His 
7 

ministry of healing, both in body and soul. He preached 

to them the Gospel of the Kingdom not only bY His words 

but by, His works also. John the Baptist sent word from his 

• • • 0 • 0 

1.. Mark 1:27. 
2. .Luke 8, Mark 4, Matthew 13. 
3. Matthew 15•7, Luke 6. 
4. Matthew 5:19. 

1! 5.. Matthew '5:21-22 .. 
6.. MR,tthew '5:27-28. 
1. Matthew 4:23. 

6 
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prison cell to Jesus asking Him if He was the King who 

should come. Jesus said to the messengers: Tell John 

what you see and hear. The l~me walk, the blind receiv~ 

their sight, the deaf hear, the dumb sneak, the lepers are 

cleanfed, and the poor have the good tidings preached to 

them~ This was Jesus' witness to His kingship and how 

well these works fulfill the words of the prophet Isaiah 
2 

which He ha.d read to the people of Nazareth. 

His works were a manifestat,ion of divine power. 

They rere a testimony to the truth of His claims and of 

His teachings. They should he.ve e.roueed faith and repen­

tance as Jesus indicates by the woes He pronounces against 

Chor&.z in, Bethsaida and CapernB.um where He had done so many 
3 

mighty works, :vet they repented not •. · 

What a demonstration to His disciples of His 

kin~ly authority and power must have been such mi~ty works 
4 

as these: stilling the tempest, showing His supremacy over 
Cl 

nature; curing the Gerasene demoniac, showing His supremacy 

over ~he spirit world; and raising Jairus• daughter from the 

dead, revealing His supremacy over death. The casting out 

of evil spirits bears a snecial testimony to Jesus' 

1. Matthew 11:2-6. 
1 2. Luke 4:16-·:u. 

3. Matthew 11:20-24. 
r'(4. Matthew 8:27 .. 

'1. Luke 8:26. 
6. Luke 8:c;6. 

• • • • • • 



Messiahship and to the divine power of the Kingdom mani­

festing itself in the world. Jesus said: "But if I by 

the Spirit of God cast out demons then is the Kingdom of 
1 

God come upon you. 11 

When the man sick with the p~lsy was let down 

before Jesus in the midst of the public gathering, He said 
? 

to him: Son, thy sins are forgiven. And then for the 

benefit of the unbelieving Scribes and Pharisees He said 

to them: Which is easier to say, thy sins are forgiven 

or to say, arise and walk. But that u m~I., ~.'! that I 

have this authority I say to the sick one, Arise and go 

home. And the man did the very thing he was told to do to 

the astonishment of everyone. His testimony here to 

Meesiahship is irresistible. Only God could heal. Only 

God could forgive sins. 

There is one other incident that should be noted 

which pictures the nature of the King and hence the spiri­

tual nature of the Kingdom. Jesus had just found a new 

disciple in Levi~ the Publican. So Levi honored Him with 

an invitation to dinner. But when Jesus with His disciples 

was eating with Levi and his Publican friends He was criti­

cized by the pious Pharisees for associating with such a 

crowd. Jesus' answer to this was: My c::tlling is that of ,~:~, 

• • • • • • 

1. Matthew 12:28. 
2. Mark 2:1-12. 



1 
nhysician of souls. Where the sin-sick are, there must 

the physician go. 

Thus Jesus has been manifesting the King and the 

Kingdom by His works as well e,s His words. Now to see what 

His person reveals about the Kingdom. 

4. Amazing Person 

Jesus not only stood unique in history by His 

tremendous claim to have power to forgive sins but He is 

ever demanding a certain allegiance and faith of His follow­

ers in Himself. 
2 

shall find it. 

The one who loses his life "for m.v sake" 

The one who has left his lands, his home, 
. ~ 

his family, "for :my sake" shall receive great reward. 

11For my sake" :vou shall stand trial before king.s and gover-4 . 
nors., and "for m.v sake" you shall be the most despised 

5 
men of all on earth. In the midst of peril on the stor~v 

6 
sea, Jesus demanded of His disciples faith in Himself. 

Faith would have removed their fear. According to the 
7 

fa.i th of the Canaani tish woman, her daughter was healed. 

It was faith in Christ that enabled Peter to step out upon ·a 
the water and his lack of faith that caused him to sink. 

[ . 1. 
2. 
-::s. 
4. 
1). 
6. 
7. 
a. 

Mark 2:15-17 .. 
Matthew 10:'::59. 

i. Matthew 19:29.· 
Matthew 10:18. 
Matthew 10:22. 
Mark 4:40-41. 
Matthew 15:28. 
Matthew 14:29-33. 

. . . . . .. 
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Thus Jesus manifested a consciousness of His 

kingshin in the supreme faith and devotion He asked of His 

followers. 

Now before the Jewish expectations concerning the 

Kingdom are considered, it is well to note briefly a few 

.observations on the preceding survey. John the Baptist 

came preaching, Repent ye for the Kingdom of Heaven is at 

hand. Jesus opened His ministry with the same words but 

went further in message and in baptism. John's mission was 

to introduce the King. Jesus• mission as the King was to 

introduce and bring in the Kin~dom. This study has shown 

that He introduced the Kingdom by His ministry of healing, 

His ministry of teaching, and His claim for the supreme 

devotion and faith of His followers. The Kingdom He has 

presented is a spiritual Kin~dom. Now to see what the Jew­

ish expectations were concerning the Kingdom. 

c. Conflict 

1. Messianic Expectation in the Old Testament and Inter­
Testament Period 

When Jesus opened His ministry He announced the 

Ki~dom of Heaven is at hand without either explaining or 

defining the phrase. Thus it must have been a phrase 

common in Jewish thought, and the coming of the Kingdom an 

expectant belief in the mind of the people. 

The history of the ide a goes clear back to the early 

beginnings of the Jewish nation. The Hebrews formed a 
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Kingdom distinct from anv other nation on earth. It was 

founded at the making of the covenant of Sinai when Jehovah 

said, 11 I f ye will obey my voice and keep my covenant, then 

ye shall be mine own possession from among all peoples ••• 

and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests·, and a holy 
1 

nation." Laws or principles for governing this Kingdom 
2 

were given Moses. The government of the Kingdom was theo-

cratic with Jehovah as King rather than a human kin~. Thus 

Gideon refuses the crown, saying: 11 I will not rule over 

you neither will my eon rule over you: Jehovah shall rule 
3 

over you. 11 And when the people finally demanded a human 

king to rule over them it was not Samuel the jud~e they 

were re.1eot ing but Jehovah. "They have not rejected thee 

but they have rejected me that I should not be king over 
4 5 

them." Their desire to be like other nations showed that 

in spirit they already were like other nations. 

In the period of the monarchy after David, Israel 

falls into deep moral decay and the Kingdom fell apart into 

two, Judah and I erael. The fiery prophets appear in an 

attempt to awaken the moral consciousness of the people. 

Here in the pages of prophecy appears a new epoch in the 

• • • • • • 

1. Ex. 19:5-6. of. also Geerhardus Vos: Teaching of Jesus 
Concerning the Kingdom of God and the Church, pp.ll-24. 

2. Exodus 20-23. 
3. Judges 8:23. of. also Archibald Robertson; Regnum Dei, 

pp .12-13. 
4. 1 Samuel 8:7. 
5. 1 Samuel 8:20. 
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1 
history of the Kingdom idea. The ideal Kingdom is future. 

Amos and Hosea both speak of impending judgment on the 
2 . 3 

nation but a restoration in the future. Hosea blames 

their rejection of the law, and of Jehovah as their King 4 . 
as the reason for the judgment coming upon them. 

It is in Isaiah that this prophetic germ of a 
5 

future kingdom blossoms forth into a clear picture. 

Israel shall again be ruled by a Divine King for Immanuel 
6 

shall appear. Here also appears the universal concept; 
7 

no distinction is mad.e between Jew and Gentile. The inner 

spiritual nature of this Kingdom is set forth in Jeremiah. 

11Behold the days come sai th Jehovah that I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel~ •• I will put my law in 

their inward parts and intheir hearts will I write it ru1d 

I will be their God a.11d they shall be my people and they 

shall teach no more everyone his neighbor ••• for they shall 
8 

all know me. Here is the rule of God reigning in the heart. 

of his. people. This is the Kingdom of God. 

Besides these two aspects of the Kingdom of God, 

the rule of God within men and the Kingdom of God being 

world-wide, there is a third which is the eschatological 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
t:;. ,.. 
o. 
7. 
8. 

• • • • • • 

cf. Robertson, op. cit., pp. 19-20. 
Amos 5:18-20, 3:2, Hosea 4:6, 14:5. 
Amos 9:14. 
Hosea 4:6, 1~:9-12. 
Robertaon, on. cit., pp. 20-21. 
Isaiah 9:6. 
Isaiah 19:23-2S, 42:1,6-7. 
Jeremiah 31:31-34. 
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Kingdom, a Kingdom completely foreign to the present order 
- 1 

of things, a new heaven and 8. naw earth. 

In Daniel is presented a view of the Kingdom 

which laads directly into the Jewish concept at the time 

of Christ. The power of an earthly kingdom is to be over­

thrown by a divine and eternal Kingdom ruled over by ona 
2 

like unto the Son of man. Archibald Robertson expresses 

it thus: 11 The book contemplates conversion by means of 
? 

dominion rather thf.l.n dominion by means of conversion, 11 

which he says gives the keynote to the hope of the Jews 

concerning the Kingdom of God at the anpearanoe of Christ. 

During the neriod of the Maccabees the national­

istic fervor of the paople ran high. They were partly 

successful in their struggle against foreign domination. 

To them forei~n dominion was a menace to the purity of 

their religion and their ceaseless struggle against it 

was to the pious ones for the spiritual purpose of attain-
4 

ing freedom for unhindered service to God. 

By the time of Christ the chief hope of the nation 

was for the Messiah 'to descend from heaven and by His divine 

power deliver them from the foreign yoke and set up HiA 

Kint2:dom which was thought of as political as well as 

religious. 
• • • • • • 

1. Isaiah 6:'5 ._ 
2. Daniel 7:1?-14. 
""i.. Robertson, on. cit., n. -:;o. 
4. Ibid. 
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2.. Jesus Gives New Meaning to an Old Concept 

Before Jesus began His ministry He ha.d set His 

face a.gR.inst establishing a nationalistic Kingdom. The 

temptation to aupeal to the national sentiment of the Jews 

for the bringin~ in of His Kin~dom was the ma.1 or tempta­

tion Satan had to offer when tempting Him in the wilder-
1 

ness .. Sa.tan knew that the peonle expected their Messiah 

to descend from heaven with mighty power and set up His 

Kingdom with Jerusalem as the canitol to rule the world. 

Therefore he tempted Jesus to cast Himself down from the 

pinnacle of the temple, and therefore he offered Him the 

kin~doms of the world if only He would give up this pur­

pose He had of establishing a spiritual and righteous 

Kingdom. Satan was offering Him a crown with great earthly 

glory in place of the cross, but Jesus chose the cross. 

Jesus had won the victory over His personal con-

flict with Satan, but the battle was not won. He was 

faced with getting a nation ingrained with this national­

istic concept to accept the meaning He would give it. But 

He found immediate ~pposition. In His message to His home 

people of Ns.zareth, He opened the Book of Isaiah and read 

what the prophecy said about Himself: annointed of the 

Spirit, preaching the good tidings to the poor, proclaim­

ing release to captives and recovering of sight to the 

1. Matthew 4:1-10. 
2.. Luke 4:16-21. 

. . . .. . . 
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blind, setting at liberty the bruised, and proclaiming the 

acceptable year of the Lord. Then He declared to them, 

today ha,s this Scripture been fulfilled in your ears. He 

had been doing all of these things and the message He 

preached to them that day filled. them with wonder. They 

thought they knew the boy, the carpenter's son, but who 

is this? How different from His brothers and sisters! 

Thus their amazement was turned into wrath and they cast 

Him out. He could not be the King of the Kingdom for He 

did not fulfill their expectations. 

At the feeding o·f the five thousand the people 

sought to crown Him with a political crown but He resisted. 
1 

them. On the following day the people sought Him seeking 

for more bread but Jesus said, I am not come to give you 

this kind of bread. I am the bread of life. This is the 
2 

bread I have to offer. But the people were offended and 
; 

many walked no more with Him. 

The disciples had a like misconception of the 

Kingdom. James and John asked for the most prominent seats 

in His cabinet, arousing the bitter jealousy of the other 

ten. But Jesus said, the great :lit this Kingdom don't sit 

on thrones but are among those who serve, "For the Son of 

man also came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 

1. John 6: 15 .. 
2. John 6:30-40 .. 
;. John 6:41,66. 

. . .. . . 
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1 
and to give His life a ransom for many. 11 

Here Jesus merges the Messianic exnectations 

of the coming of the Son of man with the suffering servant 
2 

concept of the Me ssia.h a.e given by Isaiah, Instead of 

the popular belief of a temporal Kingdom, expulsion of the 

Romans, and a Jewish King and court set up at Jerusalem 

to rule the nations, Jesus procla.ims a spiritual Kingdom, 

where all men are brothers and servants of one another. 

It will not come in by force but by the King being the 

sufferin~ servant of all, giving His life a ransom for 

the members. 

However there were exceptions to this general 

belief, devout Jews who seemed to have more of the concept 

of the Kingdom of God. which the prophets had given. When 

Jesus we,s brought to the temple for purifica.tion, Simeon., 

a devout Jew who was looking for the consolation of Israel, 

recognized by divine revelation that Jesus was the Savior 

who was to come. But his chief contribution to this stu~v 

are hi s words: 

11For mine eyes have seen thy sabtation which 
thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples. 
A light for revela.tion to the Gentiles and the 
glor.v of thy people Israel."-;; 

This expression of a universal and spiritual work sounds 

much like the Messianic message of the prophets. The 

• • • • • • 

1. Mark 10:~5-45. 
2. Isaiah l:)':!i. 
':!i. Luke 2:25-":52. 
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nrophetess, ~...nna, se"w in Jesus also the cne who would 
- 1 

redeem Jerusalem and spoke of Him to her company. But 

these small ~roups seem to have little effect upon the 

popular mind. 

Now to get a full concept of Jesus' teaching 

concerning the Kingdom, this study must take up the 

Kin~dom parables for in them Jesus interprets the Kingdom 

of God as manifested. 

D. Kingdom :Parables: 
Jesus' Interpretation of the Kingdom 

In the Kingdom parables Jesus interprets His 

ministry and gives a picture of the Ki~dom as it mani­

fests itself in the world. In the thirteenth chapter of 

Matthew Jesus presents the Kingdom in parables more fully 

than anywhere else so that will be the main section for 

the study of the Kingdom Parables. There will be other 

shorter passages taken from Mark and Luke. 

The pe.rables are divided into two groups. In 

the first four, Jesus speaks to the multitude and the 
2 

last three to His disciples only. In the preceding 

chapter Jesus had been getting various reactions from His 

ministry. The Pharisees had confronted Him with the 

bl~.sphemous accusation that His power to cast out demons 
"i 

came from the Devil. The people were ready to believe 

• • • • • • 

1. Luke 2:~6-"i8. 
:::>, cf. G. Campbell Morgan: Parables of the Kingdom,pp.29-47. 
;. Ml=l.tthew 12:24. 



that this was the Son of David because He was able to 
1 

heal the demon possessed. Jesus testified that "if I 

bY the Spirit of God cast out demons then is the Kingdom 
2 

of God come upon you. 11 

~ 
Yet there were those seeking ~, 

sign from Him. Now Jesus begins speaking in parables. 

It is clear that this is a change in Jesus' teaching 

method for His disciples come to Him asking why He speaks 

thus. His answer is: It is because of the reaction of 

the hearers. Many have not received the truth already 

given. Therefore no more shall be given them. The mys­

teries of the Kin~dom are revealed only to those who seek 

to know •. To them do the parables reveal truth. To others 

it is hidden. With these facts as a ba.ckground, the study 

proceeds to the parable of the soils. 

1. Soils: Indivi~ual Responsibility to Become Members 
in the Kingdom 

It is readily seen that the central emphasis 

of this parable is upon the receptivity of the Word of 

the Kingdom. ~11 the hearers have like opportunity for 

hearing and all have the aame good seed. The difference 

is in the reception of the Word in the individual hearer. 
5 

The wayside hearer represents one who hears but refuses 

1. Matthew 12:2~. 
2. Matthew 12:28. 
~. Matthew 12:38. 
4. Matthew 13:1-9. 
~. Matthew 13:4. · 

• • • • • • 



to give the Word understanding, refuses to act unon the 
l 

truth. The rocky soil represents the shR.llow hearer 

who acts momentarily and without careful thought and deter-
. 2 

mined purpose. The thorny soil represents the one who 

realizes value in the Word and accepts its truth but does 

not allow it to have unhindered freedom for growth. Then 
? 

the last is the good soil which represents he who has 

given the word unlimited contrpl in his life. 

It should be noted that the responsibility for 

the unfruitfulness is upon the hearers. The wayside soil 

lost the seed because he would not receive it, the roc~y 

soil because he cared too little for it, and the thornv 

soil because he cared too much for material things. 

In this parable Jesus has given ~ picture of the 

way the message of His Kingdom is to be presented to the 

world and of how it will be received.. The building of His 

Kingdom follows the democratic principle of sowing; the 

Word is offered to the people; it is not forced upon them 

in a dictatorial way. The responsibility of responding 

rests upon the people. The Kingdom comes only insofar as 

!Edi vi .flit~ s.llow the Word of the Kingdom to bear fruit 

in their lives. It is not the whole multitude that 

a,coepts the Word but individuals from the multitude. And. 

lastly it is a process. The Word is seed and not fruit. 

• • • • • • 
1. Matthew 13:~. 
2. Matthew 1?:7. 
3. Matthew 1?:8. 



There must be nourishment and ~rowth and then cometh the 

fruit .. 

2. The Wheat and the Tale a: Tolerance Toward Those 
Outside the Kin~dom. 

Again to the same multitude Jesus soeaka to them 

a parable. He say a tha.t the Kingdom of Heaven can be 

likened to a man who sowed good seed in his field and at 

night his ene~v sowed tares. So the man said let both ~row 

to~ether until the harvest. Then the ~ood from the bad c~ 

be separated. 

In this parable Jesus according to His own inter-
2 

pretation pictures the world with the two Kin~doms 1n it, 

His Kingdom and Satan's. Theevil sons will not be destroy­

ed until the consummation of the age. Then the sons of the 

Kin~dom shall brightly shine forth in the Kingdom of their 

Father. 

The m.vstery of the Kingdom that Jesus is ::reve~-1-

in~ to His disciples in this parable concerns the wicked. 

Why does not God come in his almighty power and destroy the 

wicked and save the righteous? The answer is that this 

can only come when this age comes to an end and the earth 

passes away.. As long as this world order exists, the wicked 

will be permitted to live with the righteous, for the evi1 

cannot be destroyed without hurting the good. So the good 

• • Ct • • .. 

1. Matthew 12:24-;o. 
2. Matthew 12:36-43. 



must tolerate the evil until the end comes. When the two 

kin~doms have come to fruition, then there will be reanin~ 

and judgment. This same truth is also illustrated in the 
l 

p;u>able of the dra~net. 

2 
3. The Mustard Seed: The Future Great Extent of the 

Kingdom 

What mystery does the pa,rable of the mustard 

seed reveal about the Kingdom of Heaven? The custard seed 

though the smallest of all, grows into a tree larger than 

all herbs and even the birds of the air lodge in its bran­

ches. As in the other two parables just considered, Jesus 

~ain sowed His Word. But this time the emphasis is upon 

the smallness of the seed. The world was large and hostile. 

Yet Jesus entrusted the building of the Kingdom on His Word. 

The Kingdom was not to come in like a flash overnight but 

through the slow process of growth from a tiny beginning to 

a Kingdom larger than all kingdoms. 

3 
4. The Leaven: Increasing Influence of the Kingdom 

This parable is closely connected with the parable 

of the Mustard Seed. Oesterley has called one a complement 

of the other, for the Mustard Seed emphasizes the extensive 
4 

nature of the Kingdom and the Leaven the intensive. The 

1. Matthew 13:47-SO. 
2. Matthew 13:31-32. 
~. Matthew 13:33. 

• • • • • • 

4. W. 0. E. Oesterley: The Gospel Parables in the Light 
of Their Jewish Background, !h 79. 



Kin~dom of Heaven is like unto leaven for leaven works fr:om 

within to produce R. change in nature.. It is an inner spiri­

tual work. "'rhe Kinl7l:dom of God cometh not with observj;j.-
1 

tion ••• for> the Kin~dom of God is within vou." It is the 

natural, free, and independent growth of the Kin12:dom. This 

is also illustrated in the parable of the seed p;rowinp; of 
? 

itself without aid from the farmer. 

~ 

~. The Hidden Treasure$ Membership in the Kin~dom Is 
Worth All One's Possessions 

The Kin~dom of Heaven is like hid treasure which 

a man discovers in a field. In his great .10Y he sells all 

his possessions and buys that one field thR.t he might 

possess the treR.sure. To obtain entrance into the Kingdom 

of Heaven is worth all that a man possesses and even more. 

No price is too hip;h to pay, no sa.cri fice is too great. 

If thy rip;ht hand ca.useth thee to stumble, cut it off, or 
4-

if thy right eye causeth the$ to stumble, pluck it out. 

Enter into the Kingdom at a.ny cost. 

The value of present possessions dwindles in the 

nresence of the supreme possession. The Parable of the 

Pearl of Great Price presents the same teaching concernin~ 
1:\ 

the Kin.&l:dom. 

1.. Luke 17:20-21 .. 
2. Mark 4:26-29. 
~. Matthew 1~:44. 
4. Matthew 5:29-~0. 
~. Matthew 1~:45-46. 

• • • • • • 



-'?7-

Before noncluding this study on the Kingdom 

narables, there are ~ few other parables which, though not 

given in this series of Kinr.rdom pA.rables, they illustrate 

certain nrinciples of Christ's Kin~dom. 

1 
6. The Unmerciful Servant: A For~ivin~ Spirit in the 

Kin~dom 

Peter had come to Jesus askin~ Him how many 

times he must for~ive his offending brother. Must it be 

as many as seven times? ,JesuA answered, forgive him 

times without number. Then Jesus said the Kingdom of 

Heaven is like this. It is a.s a certain king who was 

reckonin~ with his servants and found one who owed him an 

enormous sum of money. But this servant promised the 

kinR: he would pFI.y all if only he would have patience. But. 

the kinsz having compassion unon him forga.ve him the whole 

amount. However, this servs.nt went out and caused a fel-

low servant to be thrown in prison because he owed him 

money, though only a minute amount. But when this·came to 

the king's ears, he caused this servant to be delivered to 

the tormentors wntil he should pay the impossible debt. 

This parable illustrates two aspects of the same 

thought concern in~ the Kingdom: The King of the Kingdom 

is loving and willing to forgive the sons of the Kingdom. 

But also the sons must have the same forgiving spirit 

. . . . . .. 
1. Matthew 18:21-3~. 
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towards one another if they are to have the blessing of 

the King. Jesus said, When ye praY say, 11 Forgive us our 
l 

debts as we also h~we forgiven our debtors. tl The Kingdom 

is a real fellowship of love. 

2 
7.. The Talents: Good Works to Be Done in the Kingdom 

Again in another parable, Jesus likens the Kin~-

dom to servants who have been entrusted with fund.s accord-

ing to their R.bili t:v while their master is 8Way. Two of 

them were faithful, and by diligent labor were able to 

double the amount entrusted to them. Upon their lord's 

return they received his praise and were duly rewarded. 

But one servant was slothful and put not his talent to 

use. This servant not only was deprived of his talent 

but also was cast out from the presence of the king into 

outer darkness. 

Here is an illustration of the simnle democratic 

principle of stewardship as an obligation of Kingdom mem­

bers. In this Kingdom every member is obligated to serve 

the King according to h~s several ability. If he does not, 

he loses the blessings that he has. A democracy can only 

be maintained as individ.uR.l members fulfill their respon­

sibility. This present Kingdom is nrobationary. In its 

consummation only the faithful will continue to share in 

its ble a sing. 

e • • • • • 

1. Matthew 6:12. 
2. Matthew 25:14-?0. 



A. The Good Samaritan: Mutual Helpfulness in" the Kinjldom 

A la.wyer had inquired of Je sua what thinRs a. m.q.n 

of his chara.cter .cmd position would need to do in order to 
2 

inherit eternal life. YNot that he was interested in dotn~ 

them but was seeking to catch Jesus. Jesus' a.nswer was: 

love God sunremel:v and your neighbor a.s much as vourself. 

Such naked truth smote the conscience of the lawyer so tha.t 

he felt he must justifY himself and therefore he said, But 

who is mv neighbor? Then Jesus answered bv telling the 

narable of the Good Samaritan.. Neither the priest nor the 

Levite had the lovin,q: spirit of a Kingdom member but onlv 

the Samaritan. Jesus is saving: if :vou would share in 

the blessings of the Kingdom, vou must share with vour 

brother in need. Kingdom members are united in their 

love for God and in their love for one another. It is 

the democratic principle of mutual helpfulness. A democ­

racy rests on the basis of each member having the interest 

of his neighbor in mind as much as himself when he goes t,o 

the nolle. 

9. The Grea.t Supper: The Common Man in the Kin,q:dom 

.Jesus was eating dinner with a Pharisee one 

• • • • • • 

1. Luke 10:~~-~7. 
2. Here eternal life F=~auals in mesming the Kingdom" of God 

for Life, eterna..l life, and Kingdom of God are used al­
ternately. See Mark 9:4~-47, 10:17,24,2~. In Jewish 
sources "eternal life" enuals "the life of the age to 
come." of. C. H. Dodd': The Parables of the Kingdom,u.,43. 

1.. Luke 14:15-24. 



Sabbath when someone said, "Blessed is he that shall eat 
1 

bread in the Kingdom ofGod. 11 Yes, Jesus seemed to sav .. 

But it is not .1ust choice -people as rich neighbors who 

will do so. These are likely to slight the invitation. 

Then in that great parable He shows how all people are 

invited. Yet the wealthy and the self-satisfied make 

excuse while the ooor and the crippled, the common peoole, 

come to the feast. 

The Kingdom ooens its doors to all who will 

come. It extends a universal invitation. The democratic 

princinle of individual freedom of choice is here illus-

trated. 

2 
10. The Pharisee and the Publican: Humble Spirit in the 

Kingdom 

This parable sets forth the character of a Kin~-

dom member.. What a mental .1 olt it must have given to all 

who heard. Religion to the Jews was centered in observing 

certain laws and doing pious deeds. It was the general 

opinion that no one was or could be quite as good as the 

Pharisee. He was set aside from the world and his whole 

life was devoted to living religiously, to livinp; the good 

life. He had more time for fasting, more time for praying, 

and he studied the law so as to observe it meticulously. 

But to the a..mazement of the reonle and to the 

• • • 0 • • 

1. Luke 14: 15. 
2. Luke 18:9-14. 



consternation of the Pharisees, Jesus said, the Publican 

went home from the tem10le .1ustified; he had found entrance 

into the Kingdom, while the Pharisee remained under con-

damnation. 

This parable though coming nearly last in this 

stuClv is first in importance in its d.escription of the 

essence of the Kingdom. It is followed bY the blessing 

of the children bv Jesus and these words uwhosoever shall 

not receive the Kingdom of God as a little child, he shall 
1 

in no wise enter therein" and again elsewhere, "whoever 

therefore shall humble himself as a little child, the same 
2 

is greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven .. u 
; 

This Kingdom is a spiritual Kingdom composed of 
4 

those doing the will of God. 11 Blessed are the poor in 
c; 

spirit for theirs is 
6 

that John Baptist, 

the Kingdom of Heaven.". The message 
7 

and Jesus preached was: Renent ve for 

the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. The Publican was humble 

in spirit. Therefore, he was able to see his sins and re-

pent and be justified. The Pharisee was self-righteous 

and Proud and therefore couldn't see himself as God saw 

him. So he was shut out of the Kingdom. I·~<, is no wonder 

• o e e e • 

1., Luke 18: 17. 
2. Matthew 18:4. 
3. Luke 17:20, Matthew 12:28. 
4.. Matthew 7:21, John 3:3,1?. 
C) • Matthew E) : 3 • 
6. Ma.tt hew 3:2 .. 
7. Mark 1: 1'5. 



that Jesus said to the Pharisee: Publicans and harlots 
1 

enter into the Kingdom ahead of you. 

This humility of spirit is a democratic prin-

ciple. His Kingdom rests not on a hiere,rchica.l scale 

from the least to the greatest. But all are on the same . 2 
plane, each serving the other. 

~ 
11. The Wicked Husbandmen: The King of the Kingdom 

Now to conclude this study of the Kingdom parables 

with the parable of the Wicked Husbandmen which deals with 

the King of the Kingdom and His relation to the Jewish 

nation. The messengers of God, the prophets, who had been 

sent to the Jews, some they beat, some they stoned, and 

others they killed. Finally the only begotten son is sent. 

In Him the ultimate eXpression of God's mercy and love is 

offered.. But lo, Him they kill and in so doing they have 

rejected even God himself. But God has made Him the chief 

cornerstone of his Kingdom. And behold, not the Jews who 

rejected the King but the Gentiles shall possess the King­

dom. 

Now in summary of this section the principle 

findings concerning the Kingdom are listed. 

a. The Gospel of the Kingdom is offered to the 

1. Matthew 21:28-32. 
2. Luke 22~24-27. 
~. Matthew ?l:33-46. 



1 
peoule and not forced upon them. 

b. The accepting of the Word rests upon personal 
decision. No one can speak for another. 2 

c. Growth will follow recertion of the word. There 
is spiritual development within the Kingdom. ~ 

d. A.ll shall not become sons of the Kingdom. Sons 
of the evil one shall live in the world U.."ltil 
the consummation of the age. 4 

!'1!.. The Kingdom shall not come by the sudden over­
whelming exercise of divine power against the 
wicked but by the slow process of growth from 
PJ, tiny beginning. &\ 

f. The Kingdom of God begins within man and gradu­
allY manifests it self in all of life. 6 

a. The Kinadom is the supreme possession. 7 

h. The Kingdom members must have a spirit of 
forgivenness toN ard one another. 8, 

L Kingdom members are stewards of the blessings 
and gifts which they have. Q 

1. It is easier for the lowly and the poor to 
receive the Kingdom than for the rich and the 
privileged. 10 

k. There is goodwill and helpfulness toward All 
men regardless of race, creed, and nationalit.v. ll 

1.. Hnmilitv is necessary inthe Kingdom .. 12 

• • • • • • 
1. Mark 4:26. Secret growth. 
2. The soils and mustard seed. 
"::. Ibid. 
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m.. There is loyalty to the Son in the Kinp:dom. 1 

n. The basis for Kingd.om membership is humility .. 
The humble in spirit possess the Kingdom. ~ 

w... Jesus Founding His Kinp;dom 

With such a. Kingdom to found, what will be 

.Tesus' method? If it is not to come by force, then Jesus 

cannot call on the heavenly host to brinp: in the Kingdom. 

If it is not to be a nolitical Kingdom but spiritual, then 

He cannot raise a mighty ar~y and lead it forth to conquer 

and to destroy the enemy. If His task is the moral con­

quest of the world then He must begin with the moral con­

quest of individuals. If it is personality and character 

that He must mold and make, then He must secure the condi­

tions under which character can be formed. Character is 

formed by imitation and fellowshin. So Jesus created a 

brotherhood. 

1. Creates A Brotherhood 

,!:!• Calling of the Twelve 

With such a. gigantic task of moral conquest of 

the world before Jesus, one would expect Him to seek a. 

hu~e following but instead, it is only twelve immature and 
~ 

untrained men that He chooses. He sets up no high 

• • • • • • 

1. The Wicked Husbandmen. 
2.. Pharisee and Publican. 
;. George Matheson: Studies in the Portrait of Christ, 

Fifth Edition, pp. 1;8, 11~":0). 



standardA; candidates must pass no rigid examinations in 

v;!3.rious fields of learning before they can .1 oin this 

brotherhood.. They only must B.gree to one reaue at, *'Follow 
1 

Meu: imitate Christ • 

• Tesus was teachinP: bv the Sea of Galilee one 

dav when, yielding to the pressure of the multitudes, He 
2 

stepped into a boat and from there taught them. When He 

had finished speaking, He told the fishermen to shove out 

into the deen and let their nets down for a draught. They 

did so with reluctancy fon as Simon said, they had toiled 

all night Without a catch. But upon obeying Christ's 

command they enclosed a great multitude of fishes. This 

caused Simon to realize that he was in the presence of the 

Holy One of God and in repentance he cried out, 11 I am a 

sinful ma.n, 0 Lord. 11 Auch a Lord the disciples could 

believe in and follow to become fishers of men. 

Here is the beginning of the Kingdom~ twelve men 

doing the will of Christ, the King of the Kingdom. But 

these men are untrained, inexperienced, immature, possessed 

with pre.i udices and erroneous idea.s concerning the Kingdom. 

They must live in the presence and fellowship of Jesus until 

they are molded into mR.ture Kingdom members, until they h.s:~.ve 

an understa.nding of the urinciples of the Kingdom. 

• • 0 ~ • • 

1. Matheson, on. cit., n. 1~0. 
2.. Luke '1: 1-11. 



b. Training the Twelve 

With the purpose of Jesus bein~ to found the 

Kin~dom of God, His disciples must see Him as King of the 

Kingdom. They must see Him as the Messiah who should come, 

and realize the nature of the Kingdom He is to found, and 

understa.nd the principles that shall govern it. These 

things Jesus teaches His disciples by His words, works, 

and life. Already in this chapter this method of teaching 

has been brought out inthe consideration of Jesus' mani­

festing the Kingdom. Here it is the purpose to show by ::~. 

few selected instances the reaction of the twelve to 

Jesus and His teachings. 

One day Jesus was teaching in Capernaum and the 

house was filled when down from the roof was let a man 
1 

sick of the palsy. Jesus' first interest was his moral 

condition. He forgave the man's sins but healed him also 

as a testimony to the right of His claim to forgive sins. 

Here was Jesus as the Son of God, King of the moral King-

dom. 

Again at the feast of Levi Jesus says, it is the 
2 , 

sinful I have come to heal. In the Sermon on the Mount 

Jesus presents the nature and principles of His Kingdom. 

It is the h~~ble in spirit that shall possess the Kingdom. 

1. Luke ~:17-2n. 
?. Luke ~:;1 .. 
~. Matthew ~-7, Luke n. 
4. Matthew 5:~. 
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ThA meek, the merciful, the nure in heart, the neacemakers, 
l 

those are the ones that .shall be blesseds rather than the 

men of might, ot wealth, of power in the political and 
2 

social world. Th.i A Kingdom is s. Kingdom of love and of 
':lj 

righteousness where the will of God is done on earth ae:~ 
4 

it is in heaven. The treasure and desires of its members 

are centered in heaven in spiritual and eternal things 
5 

rather than in the materia.l things of earth. 

Jesus t::~.ught m~ny thinp;s concerninp:r, the K:i.ngdom 

ln pB.rables as has already been studied. It is democratic:. 

The GoRpBl is offered e,nd the responsibilitY rests on the fi . 

individu::~.l to accent. The Kingdom ie:~ not to be national 
7 

but universal, the invitB,t ion is to all. Its members h::~,re 
8 

social obligations to fulfill and the Kint:i:dom is probation-

arv for its mt=~mbers until the cone:~ummation at the end of the 
Q 

age. 

The future leaders of His Kingdom must h~ve exper-
10 

ience, so Jesus sends them out on mie:~sions.. He commiAsion-

ed them to minister even as He had ministered. Thev are to 

• • • • e • 

l. M::~tthew B:i;4-Q. 
2. Matthew 5:44. 
3. Matthew n:~~. 
4. Matthew 6:10. 
5. Matthew 6:19-21. 
6. The Aower. 
7. Great Rupper. 
8. Go Samaritan. 
Ci. The' TR.1ents. 

10. Luke Q: 1-6 .. 
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nrea.ch the Gospel of the Kingdom ~nd to mAnifest the Kins;t­

dom by .casting out demons and healin.Q: the sick. They will 

be comnletely denendent upon Jesus. He is the ~ource of 

their nower. They will follow the same method He has follow-

ad, mt:tkinP:. no nrovision for bodily needs but trusting them 

to be supplied when the time arises •. They shall ~o forth 

from city to citv to proclaim the Kingdom, to sow the seed. 

Unon their return they declared to Jesus all that 
l 

they had done. There must ha.ve been a new sense of fellow-

ship between Jesus and His disciples. Thev h~d shared in 

the common experience of ministerin~ to the needs of neople, 

of being the mediums of the working of divine power. 
2 

Now comes the feedinl2: of the five thousand. The 

disciples are wearied bv the multitudes and ask Jesus to 

send them home for it is late and there is nothing to eat. 

But Jesus sayss minister to their needs, give them something 

to eat.. And the disciples who had been doing so many wonder­

ful works completely fail Jesus here. There is no food, 

thev say. And so Jesus teaches them a.new bv multiplying the 

loR.ves and fishes that He iA sufficient for all of man's 

needs. 

c. Peter's Confession 

FinR.llv Jesus has brought the disciples to the 

. . . . . -· 
1. Luke 9: 10 .. 
2. Luke 9:11-17. 
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nlace where thev must make a commitment concerning Him. who 

had been the center of their life for these many months. 

His teaching concerning the Kin~dom, His authority over 

demon A, over nature, over d.eath, His power to heal were R.ll 

preparing His disciples for this hour. "Who sa:v ye that I 
1 

am?" Peter R.nswering for all says, *' •• .,the Christ of God." 

Immediately following upon Peter's oonfe~sion, 

.re sus begins telling them somethin,Q; He hR.s never told them 

before, that their King who they believed would bring in 

the Kingdom, must suffer R.nd die and be raised tbe third 
~ 

day. It is in this light that the closin~ part of His 

ministrv must be seen. 

2. TriumnhR.l F.n tr:v 

.Jesus steadfastly sets His face to rt.o to Jerus·a-

~lem and again He tells His disciples of the things that 

' will hR.ppen to him there. But they are only my stifled the 

more. The thou~ht of their Messiah having to suffer in any 

way 1ust doesn't fit into their understandin~ of R. King ann 

a Kin~dom. .James and John, seeking the chief positions of 
4 

authority in His Kingdom, reveal the earthly ooncent that 

the disciples had of the Kingdom. 

But now Jesus is at the outskirts of Jerusalem. 

1. Luke 9:19-20. 
~. Luke 9:21-22. 
;. Mark 10:32. 
4. Mark 10:35-37. 

• • • • • • 



It is the feast of the Passover.. He obtains an ass's colt 

and with deliber;;;.te purpose rides into Jerusalem proclaim­

in~ Himself and being proclaimed the King of the Kin~dom 
1 

th;;;.t should come. The discinles were never to forget 

this public declaration of His Messiahship. When at last 

their eyes were opened they saw. it as a fulfillment of 
2 

prophecy. He was truly the One who should come. 

3. The New Covenant of the Kin~dom, the Lord's Rupper 

u .... and He took bread and when He had given 

th;;;nks He brake it and gave to them, saving, this is mv 

body which is given for vou. This do in remembrance of me .. 

And the cup in like manner after supper saying, this cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, even that which is poured 
; 

out for you. n Matthew records 11 
••• my blood of the coven-

ant which is poured out for many unto the remission of 
4 

sins." This is the new covenant that Jeremiah spoke of 

when he said that the days would come when Jehovah would 

make a new covenant with Israel, not according to the old 

covenant which He made when He took them o~t of F.gvpt. 

That was an external law which they broke. But in this cov­

enant, the law is to be internal, written upon the heart, 
r.:; 

and He shall forgive all their sins. 

i. Mark 11:1-10. 
2. Matthew 21:5. 
;. Luke 22:19-20. 
4. Matthew 26:28. 
s. Jeremiah 31:31-34. 

• • • • • • 



,Jesus was soon to offer Himself as the Lamb sla:tn 

from the foundation of the world. The old covenant was at 

Rn end. Now instead of sacrificing the lamband eatin~ the 

unleavened bread Jesus said, Take bread, brake it and eat 

in remembrance of my body which was broken for you. Also 

take the cup and drink in remembrance of mv blood which is 

poured out for you. 

Jesus was institutin~ that which was to bind this 

brotherhood together. They were bound to~ether by the ties 

of the new covenant and. as the observance of the Passover 

served to remind and to tie Israel to~ether, so the Lord's 

Aupper was to do the same for the Lord's followers. 

Under this new covenant Jesus says, vou will not 

be as the Gentiles with kings having lordship over you but 

you are to be as servants one of another for I am in the 
1 

midst of vou as He that serveth. 

4. The Great Commission 

The crucificion and resurrection have been accom-

plished~ the scattered disciples have been reunited around 

their Lord. The broken brotherhood has again been restored. 

Jesus is about to say farewell to earth and friends. But 

there is no weepin~. If there are tears they are tears of 

.1o:v. For He says, "Go ye therefore, and make disciples of 

R.11 nations, baptizinp; them into the name of the Father, 

o • • e e • 

1. Luke 22:24-27. 
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and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: teachin~ them to 

observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you and lo, 
1 

I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. 11 

He was not to leave them.. In a real sense He WR.s 

to be always with them in the person of the Comforter.. For 

He was to be with them as they went forth to fulfill His 

teachings concerning the Kingdom. They were to make dis­

ciples of all people by baptizing them, which is remission 

of sins, and by teaching them to do the things which Jesus 

had taught, which is working the Kingdom prmciples out in 

life. But first they must tarry at Jerusalem until thev 

are ::;.n.ointed for service with power from on high, the coming 

of the 0omforter into their lives. 

F., Summary 

Jesus manifested the Kingdom by His teachings, 

His ministrv of healin~, and by His life. The Jewish con-

cent of the Kingdom begins in the Old Testament where Israel 

according to the covenant at Mt. Sinai was to be a nation 

for God's. possession, a Kinp:dom of priests. Jehovah was 

their King and Ruler. With the moral decav of the nation 

and its inmendin~ destructton and captivitv, the ideal 

Kin~J:dom was future. A remnant of Israel shall be saved; ~=~. 

new King, the Messiah, shall comA to govern he~ and estab­

lish His Kingdom under the new covenant with IsraAl. It 

• • • • • • 

1. Matthew 28:19-20. 



shR.ll bA a, sniri tual and a universal Kin,zdom. But with the 

neriod of the MaccabeEH~ and the AUb.1U~:Z:ation by the Rom::~.nEt, 

the Jews became more ~nd more to e~pect the Messiah to 

establish a political Kingdom wi.th its canitol at Jerusalem. 

Jesus' teachings concernmg the Kingdom can be 

summarized as follows: 

A. NR.ture of the Kingdom 

1. It is spirituRl. It begins within mRn and grad­
ually manifests itself in all of life. 

2.. It i R easier for the lowly and poor to receive 
the Kingdom than for the rich and privileged. 

~. The Kingdom spirit is manifested in goodwi.ll ::<.nd 
helpfulness toward all men regardless of race, 
creed, or nationality. 

4. It c·.:Jmes not full-grown but by growth from tiny 
beginnings. 

c;. The Kingdom is a brotherhood with each mem.ber 
caring for the interests of the other. 

6. The Kingdom is present where the will of God i~ 
done. 

B. Based on Democratic Principles 

1. The Gospel of the Kingdom is offered and not 
forced upon people. 

2. Accentance of the Word rests upon personal deci­
sion. No one can speak for R.nother. 

~. There will not be kings but each one servants 
one of another. 

d. Kingdom Membership 

1. The humble in spirit shall possess the Kingdom. 

?. Members are stewards of the blessings they possess. 

~. To possess the Kingdom is worth any sacrifice. 
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4. A 11 shall not become sons of the Kinp:;dom. Evil 
sons shall live in the world until the consumma­
tion. 

t:i., Kingdom members must possess a spirit of forgive.­
ness. 

Since this Kingdom is moral, Christ prepares to 

found it by creating a brotherhood where He can build char-

acter and teach the principles of the Kingdom. He chooses 

the twelve and trains them for Kingdom building by teachin~ 

them the principles of the Kingdom, giving them practical 

exoerience, leading them to complete devotion to himself, 

establishing the new covenant with them, giving them the 

great commission, and promising them power and comfort 

through the coming of the Holy Spirit. 



CHA.'PTER II 

PAUL AND THE CHURCH 



pAUL Ll.ND THF! CHU'Rf!H 

A. Tntroduction 

.Tesus ;announced the Kingdom is 8.t hand, taught 

the princinles of the Kingdom, manifested the wo~ks of the 

Ktnp:_£1 om, and trained leaders for the e sta.blishing of His 

Kingdom, and lo, the new thinft that l'lppAarAd WB.,s cR.lled the 

f!hurnh. There a:r>A only two t.imes that the Gospels record 

where Jesus ever used the term r!huroh. One time it iA 
1 

mentioned purely incidentally but Jesus' other referencA 

to it. has sneciR.l sif!nificancA in relation to the Kingdom. 

However it is in the chR.pter to follow on u The Church and 

the K 1gdomu where the ~=~tudv of Jesus 1 use of it will h1=1ve 

2 

relevAnce. The purpose of this ohRnter is to get a nicture 

of the Church :::ts p;iven in the Acts and the writings of Paul. 

This studv on the Clhuroh will follow much the AP..me 

n::;t,tern R.s followed in the study of the Kingdom of God. 

First it is important to get a clear nioture of the infant 

1'1hurch as recordefl in Acts, to observe it in birth, 1n 

arowth, and in chR.racter. This will be the story of thA 

Clhurch. Then the stu.dv will move into the 'Fi!pistles of l=lt •• 

~aul where will be found an interpretation of the idea of 

the Clhurch. HerA after general observations on the use of 

1.. 1\llatthAW 18:17. 
2. M~tthew 16:18. 

• • • • • p 
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the term there will follow an exegetical study of Paul's 

metaphors o:C the Church where will be found the full and 

glorious view of the Church in its fullest development. 

Then the study will be ready for a synthesis of the concept 

of the Church and the Kingdom in the concluding chapter. 

B. The Concept of the Church in Acts 

l. The Birth of the Church 
1 

Jesus had given His disciples the Great Commission 

of going into all the world making disciples of all nations. 

They were to accomplish this through two means: by the in-

stitution of baptism and by teaching_ the converts to do all 

that Jesus had c o:nmanded. But before they were to begin 

this world-wide mission they were to tarry at JerusaleEt un-
2 

til they were clothed with pow2r sent: from heaven. It was 

a promise of the Father to be bestowed by Jesus upon His 

disciples. 11 For John indeed baptized with water; but ye 
3 

shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many days hence." 

·;rben they had received this baptism then they would be 

Christ's witnesses "both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
4 

Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." 

Jesus had made several references in the latter 

part of His ministry to the Son of Men comins with power and 

unusual rnanifestati. nr:3. These are sometimes thought of in 

. . " . . . 
l. Matthew 28:19-20. 
2. Luk,3 24:49. 
3. Acts 1:5. 
4. ;,.cts 1:8. 
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connection with His second coming but this cannot be, since 

it says that they will in no wise taste of death until they 
1 

see ttthe Son ofMan coming in His Kingdom, u ttthe Kingdom of 
2 . 

God come wi tb power, fl "till they see the Kingdom of God. u 

This close association of Christ and the Holy Spirit is 

more developed in the Gospel according to John. nr will 

pray to the Father and he shall give you another comforter 

3 

that he may be with you forever ••• r will not leave you deso-
4 

late. I come unto you. tt Also "we will come unto him and 
5 

ma1;;:e our abode Yvi t h him. n 

The time had now fully arrived for the coming of 

this Kingdom in power. The disciples were all in the upper 

room when suddenly oanifestations of the supernatural began 
6 

to take place. From heaven came the roar as the sound of 

a rushing mighty wind followed by tongues like as of fire 

which sat upon each of the one hundred and twenty present. 

And being filled with the Holy Spirit they began to speak 

in other tongues according as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

The strange auditory phenomena was heard not only 

in the upper room but outside by the people on the streets 
7 

of Jerusalem so that a multitude gathered. And a very 

. . . . . . 
1. Matthew 16:S8. 
2. Mark 9:1. 
3. Luke 9:27. cf. also Vos, op. cit., p. 156. 
4. John 14:16-18. 
5· John 14:23. 
6. Acts 2:1-4. 
7· Acts 2:6. 
8. Acts 2:9-11. 
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l 

cosmopolitan gathering of people they were, from every 
1 

nation and speaking every tongue. Yet they heard the 

mighty works of God declared, every man in his ovm tongue. 
2 

For an interpretation of this, a study of Peter's 

sermon should first be made, for this will reveal his in-

ter~retation. According to Peter, that which they see and 

hear is a fulfillment of prophecy. The prophet Joel spoke 

of the last days vvhen God would pour forth his Spirit upon 

his servants and they would prophecy. 

"And it shall be in the last days saith God, 
I will pour forth my Spirit upon all flesh: 
And your sons and your daughters shall prophecy, 
And your young men shall see vision•, 
And your old men shall dream dreams: 
Yea, .:md on my servant a and on my handmaidens in 

those days 
7ilJill I pour forth of my Spirit and they shall 

prophesy. 11 3 

All shall prophesy for these shall be a priesthood of 

believers. Also Joel says that there would be great wonders 

in the heavens and signs on earth below before the day of 

the Lord shall come and whosoever shall call on the name of 
4 

the Lord shall be saved. Peter says that David spoke of 

Jesus whom God raised from the dead; we being his witness. 

But now He is exalted to the right hand of God and has 

poured forth this, the Holy Spirit which He received from 

. . . . . . 
1. Acts 2:9-11. 
2. Acts 2:11. 
3· Acts 2:17-18. 
4. Acts 2:19-21. 
5. Acts 2:25-32 0 

5 
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1 
the Father. 11 God hath made him both Lord and Christ, this 

2 
Jesus whom ye crucified." 

John the Baptist had said, I baptize you with 

water but He shall baptize you in the Holy Spirit and in 
3 

fire. The Holy Spirit had come. The fire had been mani-

fested. Jesus had said that when the Holy Spirit is come 
4 

upon you ye shall be my witnesses. The Holy Spirit had 

come; they were witnessing of Jesus. Elsewhere in His min-

istry, Jesus had pointed ahead to the cross, the resurrec­

tion, and the coming of the Holy Spirit as the focal point 
5 

in His ministry. The Kingdom had not fully come ~~til this 

took place. Peter bears this out that that which was to 

follow the crucifiXion was of chief importance. God hath 
6 

made this Jesus whom ye crucified both Lord and Christ. 

Then the people being convicted in their hearts 

of the truth of Peter's sermon asked what they should do. 

Peter told them to do the same thing that John the Baptis.t 
7 

and Christ had preached on announcing the Kingdom--repent. 

And then following the instruction of the Great Commission 

he said, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus unto remission of your sins. Then you also will 

1. Acts 2:33. 
2 .. Acts 2:36. 
3. Matthew 3:11. 
4. Acts 1:8. 

. . . . . . 

5. LUke 9:20-22,29-31. Mark 8:31, 9:30-31, 10:32. 
6. Acts 2:36. 
7. Matthew 3:2, Mark 1:15. 
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receive this gift of the Holy Spirit for it is promised to 
1 

all who shall call upon the name of the Lord. 

The people then who received the word into their 

hearts were baptized, about three thousand of them and these 

were added unto the one hundred and twenty; they became a 

part of this fellowship, 11 continuing stedfastly in the 

apostles' teaching and fellowsh~, in the breaking of £~ad 
2 

and the prayers. u The day of sal vat ion had come. The 

Church by now was not only born, she was rapidly growing. 

2 • The Growth of the Church 

The Church rapidly multiplEd. The believers had 

all things in common not only spiritually but also mater­

ially. For they sold their possessions putting the money 

into a common fund from which it was distributed according 
3 

as each had need. They were a single unit as one family 

living together· day by day in one accord, worshipping daily 

in the temple, breaking of bread at home according as Jesus 

had commanded at the last supper, and functioning as an 

organism controlled by one spirit, the Holy Spirit. They 

were a distinct society but having favor with the people, 

and whenever any were saved, they became a part of this 
4 

fellowship. 

. . . . . . 
1. Acts 2:38-40. 
2. Act s 2:42. 
3. Acts 2:44-45. 
4. Acts 2:46-47. 
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The life of the Church was centered around the 

name of Jesus. Jesus the Great Physician not only of 

souls but of bodies also was continuing his work through 

the hands of His apostles. The ministry of healing, the 
1 

signs and wonders, were done in the name of Jesus. In 

the name of Jesus the lame man at the Beautiful Gate of 
2 

the temple was able to walk again. Peter testified that 
3 

in none othe.r name under heaven is there salvation. 

It was the preaching and healing in this name of 
. 4 

Jesus that first lit the fires of persecution. But being 

clothed with the power of the Spirit, their witness in 
5 

Jesus' name continued unabated. They only rejoiced that 
6 

they were counted worthy to suffer for the Name. Also 

they continued to have perfect equality in material possess-
7 

ions and were one in heart and~soul. No hypocrites were 

in this church and doubtless the lesson learned from the 

judgment on Ananias and Sapphira had great force in keeping 
8 

it so. 

The Church by now is beginning to enlarge its 

borders for people are coming into Jerusalem from the out­

lying villages around about Jerusalem bringing their sick 

o • o a • e 

1. Acts 4:30. 
2 .. Acts 3:6. 
3. Acts L~: 12. · 
4. Acts 4:2. 
5. Acts 4:31. 
6. Acts 5:41. 
7. Acts 4:32. 
8. Acts 5:1-10. 
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1 
for healing. Problems of administration were beginning 

to· arise. Mismanagement from overworlting of the present 

leaders was causing complaints to be heard so that a gen­

eral assembly was called to elect seven new leaders to 

administer the food and handle the funds, for a division 
2 

of labor was necessary. va th the twelve now devoting 

full tim_e to the ministry of the 1Nord of God, the number 
3 

of' disciples increased exceedlngly in Jerusalem. 

However, persecution again flares up and the 

first martyr of the Church gives his life for the Name of 
4 

Jesus. This is followed by a general persecution which 

scatters the Church of Jerusalem abroad into the regions 
5 ' . 

of Judea and Samaria. But the people preach as they go 
6 

scatten ng the seed of the Gospel. Now the Gospel is 

beginning to reach out a little beyond its Jewish borders 

into the villages of the despised Samaritans. Philip has 
7 

great results in the capitol of Samaria itself. Also 

being led of the Spirit he travels south where he finds an 

Ethiopian Eunuch whose heart is ready·to receive the Gospel. 

He baptizes him who goes on his way rejoicing while Philip 
8 

travels elsewhere preaching. Thus Saul, trying to stamp 

. . . . . . 
1. Acts 5:16. 
2. Acts 6:1-6. 
3. Acts 6:7. 
4. Acts 6:8 - 7:60. 
5. Acts 8:1. 
6. Acts 8:4. 
7. Acts 8:4-13. 
8. Acts 8:26-40. 
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out the fire that was kindled on the Day of Pentecost, 

serves only to scatter it. 

The Gospel had now spread even unto Damascus for 

Saul was journeying there seeking any of the Way. But on 

the Damascus road that day, Saul met the Head of the Church$ 

Jesus Christ Himself, who spoke to him in a voice from 

heaven, saying: nsaul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?" 

Saul, in utter amazement, falling to the ground cried: 

11 Who art thou, Lord?" Then the words piercing through his 
1 

very soul came: "I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.n 

The followers of the Way were not ignorant fanatics 

devoted to an imposter, but were following a risen Lord 

whom Saul was persecuting, one who was so identified with 

His church that He suffered when she suffered. Saul, the 

persecuter, a Hebrew of the Hebrews, turned about face not 

only to become a follower of the Way, but also to become 

~aul, the Apostle to the Gentiles. So the Church had rest 

from her persecutors and she continued to grow in number 
2 

and in edification. 

By now the Gospel which knows no boundaries has 

broken out of the confines of Judaism. The nvvhosoever" of 

the Gospel is opening the doors to the Gentiles. Peter and 

those of the circumcision could not make distinctions if the 

• • • 0 • • 

1. Acts 9:1-19. 
2. Acts 9:31. 
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Holy Spirit did not, even though they were amazed. For 

even before Cornelius and his household were baptized, the 
1 

Holy Spirit was poured out upon them. Also Gentiles at 

Antioch were becoming disciples and there the followers of 

the Way were the first called Christians. 

The Church continued to spread and to grow through 

the inspiration and guidance of the Holy Spirit. The Church 

appoints her first foreign missionaries, Saul and Barnabas. 

They travelled from village to village, sowing the Gospel 
2 

seed to the Jew first and then to the Gentiles. Persecu-

tion followed the missionaries but they,filled with joy and 
3 

with the Holy Spirit, continued the work. 

Finally the first general church council convenes 

to determine church policy governing the relationship of 
4 

Jewish law to the Gentiles. The decision is not put into 

the hands of one man or one single group o;r Church offi­

cials for settlement, but both sides of the question are 
5 

discussed before the general body of Church leaders. On 

the basis of experience, of prophecy, and of the mind of 

the Holy Spirit they decided that salvation was not by law 

but by faith and hence the only suggestions they had were 
6 

for the physical well being of the Gentiles. Then the 

. . . . . . 
1. Acts 10:47-48. 
2. Acts 13:46. 
3. Acts 13:52. 
4. Acts 15:2. 
5. Acts 15:6. 
6. Acts 15:9,16-18,28,29. 
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apostles and elders >vi th the whole Church having come to 

one accord on the matter send their recommendation to the 

Gentile Churches by two chosen emissaries from the council. 

The message brought much joy to the Church at Antioch and 

the work of the Lord continued. 

The Church still continued to enlarge its boun-

daries especially through Paul and his co-laborers. Mace­

donia, Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, and finally Rome heard the 

good news fulfilling Christ's commission to His disciples 

of going to the uttermost part of the earth making disci-
2 

plea. 

3. General Observations on the Term 

In the Book of Acts the term Ecclesia has been 

used as follows; ( 1) The whole Church--Great fear fell 

on the whole Church, meaning the then complete body of be­

lievers (Acts 5: 11).. Again this phrase is used wi::ten the 

writer, reporting on the Jerusalem Council, says that it 

seemed good to the apostles and tm elders with the whole 

Church, meaning all the Church of Jerusalem (Acts 15:22). 

(2) Ecclesia is used to mean a local congregation--the 

Church (Acts 11:26, 14:27, 13:1, 15:1, 18:22, 20:17); every 

Church (Acts 14:23); the Churches (Acts 15:41, 16:5). (3) 

The term Ecclesia is used to mean a part of the universal 

. . . . . . 
1. Acts 15:22,25. 
2. Acts 18:1, 19:1, 28:14. 

1 
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Church--the Church which was in Jerusalem (Acts 8:1, 11:22); 

of the Church (Acts 12:1,5).. (4) The term is used to mean 

the total body of believers in the universal sense (Acts 8:3~ 

9:31, also as given above Acts 5:11). (5) Stephen uses 

Ecclesia to designate the people of Israel gathered before 

Mt .. Sinai in the wilderness (Acts7:38). (6) It is used 

to mean a popular assembly in non-religious usage (Acts 19: 

32,40,41). (7) In the last use of Ecclesia in Acts it is 

called: "The Church of God which He purchased with His own 

blood" (Acts 20:28) .. 

Thus Ecclesia is used exclusively of the Christian 

group except for Acts 7:38 and Acts 19:32,40,41. In speak­

ing of the followers ofChrL:tt, it is used to designate the 

believers whether as a local group, or several groups, or 

as the total Christian body, the universa.l !Lcclesia. It 

is never used to name an Ecclesia within an Ecclesia such 

as the Ecclesia within the Jewish ~:~cclesia. There is only 

one Ecclesia. 

4. Nature of the Church 

Thus it is seen that the Church as pictured in 

Acts is a distinct body of people separated from paganism 

and Judaism by being followers of Christ and hence were 

called Christians. They were Q~ited by one faith, Jesus 

Christ; one Spirit, the Holy Spirit; one purpose, testify­

ing to salvation in Christ. 

The Church was universal in scope for the Gospel 
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extended her invitation to all. It was democratic in social 

structure for there was neither rich nor poor, bond nor free, 

but they were all one. They were all brothers in love, in 

common sharing of possessions, in family fellowship. 

The Church was democratic in organization and 

doctrine , for the Gospel is democratic. None were seeking 

the chief seats or positions of power but were desirous of 

serving one another and since salvation is by faith rather 

than by law, they refused to burden the brotherhood by ob= 

servance of external rites. 

Such a fellowship though torn by persecution con­

tinued to grow and to conquer enemy strongholds and to bui.J.d 

up the believers in the Lord. To an interpretation of such 

a Church the study now turns to Paul and his Epistles. 

C. The Concept of the Church in the Pauline Epistles 

1. General Observations on Paul's Use of the Term 

All the uses of the term Ecclesia as given in Acts 

when applied to the Christians find a parallel use in the 

Pauline Epistles. Paul uses the term exclusively of Chris­

tians. ( l) The Church of God--this phrase is used to de sig­

nata all Christians ( 1 Cor. 10:32, 11:22, 15) 1, Gal. 1: 13). 

Only to one single community is this phrase ever applied, 

Church of God which is at Corinth (1 Cor. 1:2, 2 Cor. 1:1). 

Thrice the plural is used: Churches of God ( 1 Thes. 2: 14, 

2 Thea_. 1:4, 1 Cor. 11:16). Also the phrase Churches of 

Christ is used (Romans 16:16). Then there are a few uses 
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of: Churches in (God the Father and the Lord, Christ 
_, 

Jesus) ( 2 Thea. 1:1, 1 Thea. 1:1, 2:14, Gal. 1:22).. (2) 

The local Church--there are many uses of the Ecclesia as a 

local community: the Church in a house (Rom. 16:4, 

1 Cor. 16:19, Col. 4:15, PhiL 1:2); all the people of a 

particular Church (Rom. 16:23, 1 Cor. 14:23); the Church 

of a city (Col. 4:16). In the plural, individual churches 

(2 Cor. 8:1,19,23,24, 11:8); all the individual churches 

(1 Cor. 4:17, 7:17, 14:33-34; 2 Cor. 8:18, 11:28, 12:13); 

the individual churches of a district (1 Cor. 16:1,19; 

Gal. 1:2); and churches of the Gentiles (Rom. 16:4). {3) 

The universal Church--besides the universal Church being 

designated as the Church of God as already shown, there are 

many passages where simply the singular of Ecclesia is 

used (1 Cor. 12:28, Phil. 3:6, Col. 1:18,24, Eph. 1:22, 

3:10,21, 5:23ff). (4) Both local and universal--there 

are a few passages where either or both the local and uni­

versal sense of the ter-.n may be applied {l Cor. 14:4,5,12, 

19,28,35; l Tim. 5:16). 

So the term as found in the Pauline Epistles 

has the following uses: in the singular it is found applied 

to a local cownunity of believers, to all local societies 

in a province, and to the whole universal body of believers. 

It is also designated as the Ecclesia of God. In the 

plural nu1nber, Ecclesia is used of local societies and as 

the Ecclesiae. 
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2. Nature of the Church 

a. Paul's metaphors in Ephesians and Colossians 

In Ephesians Paul is setting forth the nature of 

the Church. This Epistle must be seen in the light of the 

purpose Paul had in writing it. The Gentiles were being 

troubled py the Judaizers who were preaching that salvation 

consisted not just in having faith in Ghrist but also in 

the keeping of certain ceremonial observances. They were 

giving other standards for salvation than faith in Ghrist. 

This was endangering the unity of the Church. So Paul sets 

forth the doctrine of the Church showing how both Jew and 

Gent1e are united together in Ghrist in one body, the 

Church. In the first three chapters, Paul is speaking of 

in what the salvation of the Gentiles as well as the Jews 

consists. Then in chapter four &!d following, he gives 

some of the implications of such a salvation or calling and 

how those who possess such a salvation ought to walk. Or 

it might be e'xpressed as the origination of' the body or 

Church in the first three chapters and the functioning of 

the Church inthe latter. 

So Paul begins the Epistle after the salutation 

by stressing the fact of their salvation. The Gentiles 

don't need anything from the Judaizers. They have salva-

tion in Ghrist. 
1 

tion as sons, 

In Him they were foreordained unto adop-
2 

through His blood they have redemption, 

. . . . . . 
1. Ephesians 1:5. 
2. Ephesians 1:7. 
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1 
and in Him they are sealed w th the Holy Spirit. Now Paul 

says, I pray that God will give you understanding of this 

salvation that ye m::,y know the great hope you have in Christ, 

the rich inheritance in the saints. That is yours, and the 

exceed:'_ng great power manifested in your behalf in the re-
2 

surrection of Christ. Paul says, consider some of the im-
3 

plications this exaltation involves. Christ being raised 

from the dead now sits on the right hand of God on the 
• 

throne in heaven. He is far above all authority or power 

or domilion or any name that can be named in this world or 

in that which is to come. Everything is subject to Him. 

He is ruler over all. Now behold theLord. It is He who 

is made k £ <{J a..,\~ v T 1\ 
of Him who all in all 

only holds the relationship of the head of the body but in 

some mysterious way is being completed in the Ecclesia, His 

body. Though He is no longer incarnate walking the city 

streets, yet He is at work through the Ecclesia and when it 
5 

is completed, then He will be all in all. 

This thought is again presented and illuminated 

in Colossians. Paul is again speaking on the glory and 

preeminence of Christ and as a part of this preeminence of 

1 .. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

9 • • • • • 

Ephesians 1:13. 
Ephesians 1:15-20. 
Ephesians 1:20-22. 
Ephesians 1:23. 
cf. J. Armitage Robinson: 
Ephesians, Second Edition, 

St. Paul's Epistle to the 
P• 43. 



-62-

! I 1 
-&f Christ, He is ~ K~q'VI.)i~ Tov (f"r..S,vvd.Tos 7hs t:,k.K,h .. rr-1."'-S .. 

And further, Christ's sufferings are not complete but are 

being completed in the sufferings of the Ecclesia in which 
2 

Paul has a large share. 

Now continuing on in Ephesians, in chapter two 

Paul tells how this Ecclesia was created and of the rela-

tionship of the Jew and the Gentile in her. Paul says 

that you and even we the Jews once walked according to the 

desires of the flesh, according to the way of the world, 
3 

and were dead in sin. But God in mercy and love raised 

us up with Christ and made us to enjoy the heavenly bless-
4 

ings in Christ. Thus it is seen ~hat this salvation is 

a gift. It is not obtained by doing certain works. For 

we, both Jew and Gentile, are a 1fiJ{VIJi.N{). created in Christ 
5 

Jesus. 

Now Paul goes on to develop this idea of the 

Ecclesia being a creation of God in Christ Jesus, uniting 

the Jew and the Gentile in one. Though once the Gentiles 

were outside the covenants of the promise being without 

hope of salvation and now not through circumcision but 
6 

through the blood of Ghrist the middle wall of partition 

• • • Ill • • 

1. Colossians 1:18. 
2. Colossians 1:24. cf. Robinson, op. cit., p.44. 
3. Ephesians 2:1-5. 
4. Ephesians 2:6. 
5· Ephesians 2:8-10. 
6. Paul is thinking of the temple in Jerusalem where the 

Gentiles were shut out by this wall. 
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') 

is broken down, and out of the two is created e t S 
(/ 
e.voc 

I ) / 1 
J<~1vou o<.,;{!) fw 1iov ., so no more is there enmity between 

, r / 
Jew and Gentile, for both are reconciled in t,.,l £vi, 

2 
.,., h 'e- J they all have access to the ~at er ~~ 

They are completely unified in the Spirit. 

Thus you Gentiles, says Paul, don't feel anymore like 

strangers amongst the Jews or that they have any preroga­

tives over you. For you are both d'Vp troA~Tc:#o.t. in the house-
4 

hold of God with Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone. 

Then all are fitly framed together and grow into a v~o 
. 5 

Jr~<,.J for aKd..To\A.K~-n,p•c-./of God in the Spirit .. 

So Paul has used here two metaphors very effec­

tively to describe the nature of the Church, one metaphor 

being the temple of which Christ is the cornerstone, the 

other being a man and his body of whom Christ is the head~ 

In this way Paul has bound the fellowship of Christians in­

separably with her Lord and His Spirit. Christ is the 

author of this new creation in which both Jew and Gentile 

are united in one, and it grows into a holy temple fit for 

this indwelling of God. 

Paul's thought runs in a similar vein in Colossians 

when he speaks of Christ, Tt)v I<E.fe(A~vwho sustains and knits 

. . . . . . 
1. Ephesians 2:15. 
2. Ephesians 2:16. 
3. Ephesians 2:18. 
4. Ephesians 2:19. 
5. Ephesians 2:21-22. 
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1 
together the different parts of the <fwpe~... Also Paul 

speaks of the oneness of those in Christ when they have 

put off the old man and put on the new man vhich is created 

in the image of Christ where there cannot be Jew or Greek, 
2 

Scythian, bondman or freedman, for Christ is all in all. 

And so Paul says, let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts because ye were called in this kind of rule \..J if.,;'t_ 
I 3 

<IWJ<<&f.T"l • 

In chapter three of Ephesians, Paul repeats 1Nhat 

he had already set forth 

are <f"VI'(I<A"'\fo"OJA~ and <ru 
4 

.I ,., )( ,_ 

101~ lf\ <ro u. • He 

in chapter two that the Gentiles 

Ill. <f~jA~'TcX"" T\')S 
1
.12:fie<t}'€.A 

uses the. word Ecclesia twice in 

this chapter, both times ~s the universal Ecclesia play-

.-.-""" ., \ I ing a supreme part in God's purpose. Through \ 11'\ s f..KI<I'I '1011115, 

God's manifold wisdom is revealed to the powers in the 
5 

heavenly places and to Him, he says later, be the glory 
I.-) A I 6 "} I 

i'-' TV) U<l< l\f"lf!ll. and in Christ forever. The t.Kl<A""If'l~ will 
I I '" \. 

bring great glory to God throughout eternity. Then in the 

prayer Paul prays that they may be rooted and grounded in 
7 

love, for here is the unifying bond of the Ecclesia. 

Now Paul having declared the meaning and origin 

1. Colossians 2:19. 
2. Colossians 3:10-11. 
3. Colossians 3:15. 
4. Ephesians 3:6. 
5· Ephesians 3:10. 
6. Ephesians 3:21. 
7. Ephesians 3:17. 

. . . . . . 
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of salvation in his explanation of the creation and nature 

of the H!cclesia, he goes on in chapter four to show how it 

is to function. He e~horts the Ephesians to walk according 
1 

to their calling. He says that you have been called into 

this fellowship and have become members of this body. 

Therefore give diligence to keep this unity of the Spirit. 

For there is no other body but only the and 

as well as one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and 
2 

one God. But Paul says, though there is but one body, 

there are many members having different functions such as 

apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, 

but all serving the body of Christ in buildinb it up es-
3 

pecia1ly in faith and in love. Th:')re can be no divisive 

elements in this body. The function of the Ecclesia is 

to grow. For Christ is 
\ 

l(f.~~~~.~ and every part has a place 
) 4 

in building up o<y-el n-'~~ • This is a grand 

concept of unity here for tl1e love that each one possesses 

has a shure in knitting the whole together. 

In the section that follo~s on Christian ethics 

(4:17-5:21), Paul gives the ethical im.plications of the 

Ecc1esia. He continues to emphasize this concept of being 
5 

being "members one of another" and therefore how important 

. . . . . . 
1. Ephesians 4:1. 
2. Ephesians 4:3-6. 
3. Ephesians 4:11-16. 
4. Ephesians 4:15-16. 
5. Ephesians 4:25. 
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that they have the right relationships to one another. Be 

kind one to another, forgive one another, and walk in 
1 

love • Wherever there is this c:bse union of members like 

.a-a- in a family, the only way such a union can continue to 

exist is by love of the members one for another and ethi­

cal living. In writing to the Christians at Rome, Paul 

speaks of all Christians as being a o--.Z:.,4A-a. but having many 
2 

members. And then right inconnection with this expression 
3 

he includes that great section on Christian ethics. 

Finally Paul comes to the home where the most 

intimate of human relationships are found. The home re-

minds him of the larger family of God, the Church. The 

Ecclesia is to function as a family, Ephesians 5:22-33. 

The husband is head of the wife as Christ is l(f po< A"'l -rqJ 
4 

't.K\< ~ .. The husband is to love his wife as Christ 
~ ' / 11 Y)d'iv -pf\\J i.KI(AY)((\FI~. Then Paul expands this idea of 

Christ's love for the Ecclesia. He loved her so much that 

that is holy and pure, without spot or wrinkle. Further, 

as a husband should love his wife as himself, so Christ 

• • • • • • 

1. Ephesians 4:32-5:1. 
2. Romans 12:4-5. 
3. Romans 12. 
4. Ephesians 5:23. 
5. Ephesians 5:27. 
6. Ibid .. 
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) r 

nourishes T\,v (.)'\ r~.-Ay~.rb"-~~ for members of the Ecclesia are 
1 

members of His body. Paul says that this is a great 
) ' mystery, the t )( y,) "'<r'o. and Christ bee oming one even as the 

2 
husband and wife become one flesh. 

Thus what a beautiful picture Paul has given here 

of the Ecclesia. Where is there a relationship more inti-

mate and yet more pure than is to be found between husband 

and wife. Where of all relationships is there a more ear­

nest desire and effort to help and serve one another tl1an 

in the home. Where can there be found more unity of pur-

pose, thought, and motive than here. It is all summed up 

in the love of husband and wife for each other. Only 

through love is this oneness attained. All these intimate, 

pure, helpful, unified, loving relationships are illustra­

tive of the relationship between Christ and the Ecclesia. 

But with Christ and His Ecclesia these relationships are 

all magnified and perfected for the divine supplies that 

which is lacking in the human. 

So in Ephesians and Colossians Paul has been deal-

ing with the concept of the Ecclesia in various aspects. 

One of the greatest mysteries is the union of the Jew and 

the Gentile into one body, the Ecclesia. There are no dis-

tinctions in race or social status. Christ broke down the 

partition between the two. In Christ all things consist. 

• • • • • • 

1. Ephesians 5:28-30. 
2. Ephesians 5:31-32. 



-68-

He is the creator, the sustainer, the nourisher and the 

head of the Ecclesia and in a certain sense, the Ecclesia 

is His body. In her He suffers, in her He is enlarged and 

be incomplete until she is complete. Paul is speaking of 

the Ecclesia in the universal sense but still in an imper­

fect condition. But He gave Himself for her that He might 

sanctify her and some day He will present her to Himself a 

glorious Ecclesia that is perfect and holy. 

Hence it is seen that the main metaphor Paul 

uses is that of the body. This is the symbol of an organ­

ism rather than an organization. An organism has life, 

and grows from within out. This organism, the Ecclesia, is 

the body of Christ. She recei'ves her life from Christ. 

In Christ she finds her unity, her growth, her power. She 

is of one mind for Christ is the head. There are not lord­

ships but she is in subjection to one Lord. But the Ecclesia 

is not one member but many members all attached to the same 

body. These members have a very intimate relation to one 

another; when one suffers, all suffer; when one rejoices, 

all rejoice. All members also serve one another, each 

having a definite functionto fulfill in relation to the 

whole body. There are no useless members or parasites but 

any that are attached make a contribution to the wl1ole. 

All members are united together in their care for each other 

and for Christ the head by the bond of love. 

b. Paul on the Ecclesia in I Corinthians 
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There are three sections where paul d.eals with· 

the idea of the Ecclesia. Each one shall be dealt with 

separately. 

In 1 Corinthians 3:1-17, Paul speaks of the 

Eccles:a as the temple as in Ephesians. 11Know ye not that 
1 

ye are ~a.'d"' &€ ()~ ? 11 Paul had been speaking about the 

building of this temple. Jesus Christ is the foundation. 

paul had laid this foundation and then Apollos had followed 
2 

him, building thereon. We are fellow-workers with God, 
3 

says Paul, and ye are God' s building or farm. Here Paul 

introduces two metaphors, one organic and one inorganic. 

The organic is the farm, the tilled soil. God's planters 

have been at work sowing the seed and tending the tender 

plants, but the life and growth of the plant comes from God. 

But Paul devotes most of his arguments to the idea 
4 

of a building. The foundation of this bullding is Christ 

which has been laid by Paul and others are building thereon. 

This building can be built on no other foundation than on 

Christ. Furthermore, the builders must be careful what 

material they put into this building. It must be able to 

stand the test of fire. And above all the builders must 

beware of doing anything that would cause a destruction of 

. . . . 
1. 1 Cor. 3:16. cf. also 2 Cor. 6:16-17--We are the 

temple of the living God. 
2. 1 Cor. 3:10,11,6. 
3. 1 Cor. 3:9 .. 
4. 1 Cor. 3:10-17. 
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the building. For this building is a holy temple of God 

where the Spirit dwells. Therefore let man be a fellow-

builder with God and not a destroyer. 

In 1 Corinthians 10:14-22 and 11:17-34, the 

Ecclesia is likened to as in Ephesians and Colossians 

but here in relation to the observance of communion, the 

Ecclesia when taking the cup and the bread is participating 
1 

spiritually in the blood and body of Christ. This common 
t 

partaking of Christ unites the Ecclesia E-15 

But Paul hears that there are divisions and feastings when 
) 

they come together \1 € 
3 

; that is, in assembly or 

congregation. This is not showing due consideration says 

Paul for ~ , that is the people of 
4 

God, for those that have nothing are made ashamed. 

2 

In the last section, 1 Corinthians 12-14, Paul is 

using the idea of the Ecclesia as a body to show that there 

is a place for diversity of gifts. There are diversities 
5 

of gifts but they all have as their source the one Spirit. 

And in the one Spirit were all baptized into r .. o 

So no one member can say to another that you are 
7 

not needed. He likens the Ecclesia to the human body with 

0 • • • • • 

1. 1 Cor. 10:16. 
2. 1 Cor. 10:17. 
3. 1 Cor. 10:18,21. 
4. 1 Cor. 11:22. 
s. 1 Cor. 12:4. 
6. 1 Cor. 12:12. 
7. 1 Cor. 12:21. 
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all of its members being essential, all receiving equal 

care, all suffering when 
1 

one rejoices. Now Paul 
2 

one suffers and all rejoicing when _ _~ X 
says, ye are the Glw ;AO\ f \ 

with several members. And God has set some members in the 
3 

Ecclesia and then he lists a number of its members. All 

members are united in support of the body. 

Now to summarize its use in First Corinthians, 

the Ecclesia is likened to a temple with Christ as the 

foundation. She is a building of God Yvhere the Spirit 

dwelleth. The Ecclesia is also likened to a with 

many members. She is called the body of Christ. Thus the 

Ecclesia is a people of God with each individual supporting 

and being supported by the total. She is an organism so 

sensitive to her several parts that if one suffers or re­

joices so in like manner do all the parts. The Ecclesia is 

a body of people of such holy character that the Spirit 

dwells in them. 

Summary 

The Church as pictured in Acts constituted those 

who had accepted Christ as Savior. They were united by the 

bond of love, controlled by the Holy Spirit and observed 

the Lord's Supper. They considered themselves as the true 

people of God, the new Israel, being the fulfillment of 

. . . . . " 

l. 1 Cor. 12: 15-2 5. 
2. 1 Cor. 12:27. 
3. 1 Cor. 12:28-30. 
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prophecy. The Church was centered in Christ and all things 

were done in His name. She was a distinct society yet her 

doors were open to all people. Finally she was democratic 

in spirit and in organization. 

The term Ecclesia as used in Acts and in Paul's 

epistles means the people of God whether assembled or un-

assembled, and whether local or universal. 

In the Pauline Epistles, the Church is the People 

of God united in one body by one faith, one Lord, one bap-

tism. She is a creation of Christ, He is the head; she is 

His body. He suffers with her and is incomplete U..."lt il she 

is completed. She is democratic in spirit and universal in 

scope. She functions as a living organism with many members 

all knit together by the bond of love. She is of such char­

acter that she is indwelt by the Holy Spirit. At present 

she is imperfect but some day Christ will present her to 

Himself a perfect and holy Church when Christ and the Church 

shall be united in one and He shall be all in all. 

Now to conclude this chapter by listing certain 

basic elements and princ ples concerning the Ecclesia which 

this study has revealed; 

A. Nature of the Church 

1. 
2. 

5· 

She is a living organism. 
She is composed of many members united in one in 
the bond of love. 
Christ is her origin, her c::o,nter, her sustainer. 
She is holy, distinct from the world, and indwelt 
by the Holy Spirit. 
She has a two-fold purpose: to reveal the wis­
dom of God and to fulfill the work of Christ. 
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6. '.rhough imperfect now, one day Christ shall pre sent 
her to Himself a perfect and glorious church. 

B· Democratic Principles 

1. She is universal. She extends her invitation to 
all. 

2. All members have equal rights, equal privileges, 
and :;dl bear the same relationship to one another. 

3. All have responsibilities tov,rard one another and 
t:)ward the whole. None liveth unto himself. 

4. All are fellow citizens. 
5. She is control.Led by love, the spirit of helpf:__tl­

ness, rather than by dictatorial ror·ce. 
6. ]Lembership is purely voluntary. 

C.. Membership 

1. She is composed of all who believe in Christ, 
who continue in the teachings of the apostles, 
in the breaking of bread, and in the fellowship. 

2. Members were foreord:::cined to be adopted as sons. 
3. All .s"re called to be holy and pure ln love. 
4. Ne·vv members are secured by the.:; procla.mation of 

the Gospe 1 of Christ. 



CHAPTER III 

THE CHURCH AND THE KINGDOM OJ? GOD 



CHAPTER III 

TH.::I: CHURCH AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

A. Introduction 

Thus far in this study it has been the purpose of 

the writer to simply expose to view the picture of the King­

dom of God as given by Jesus and the picture of the Church 

as given by the Acts and Paul. So the method of study has 

been analysis. However, in order to see the unity, the 

finding of which being the provocation for this study, the 

study must proceed to the synthesis. The method that only 

analyzes, that puts every iota under the microscope in 

search of variation without seeing the whole, can never come 

to the full truth. If one would see unity and beauty, he 

must see the parts in the whole in their relationship to 

each other. 

So beginning with the smallest parts, the terms~ 

and seeing their relationship, the study will move to the 

larger concepts in comparing the various aspects of the 

Church and the Kingdom. Then the two concepts will be 

summed up as interpreted in the Gospel according to St. JohR. 

A summary will conclude the chapter. 

B. The 0 oncept of the Kingdom of God Reviewed 

1. The Kingdom of God in the Synoptics 

The root meaning of this term in the abstract is: 

-75-



-76-

l 
"kingship, kingly rule, reign, sovereignty of God. u Thus 

the term of itself does not convey much meaning. As shown 

in chapter two, the Jews were expecting the coming of a King­

dom and Jesus used the same term in announcing that uthe 

Kingdom of heaven is at hand. 11 Now what was the concept of 

the Kingdom according to the Jewish expectation? As seen in 

chapter two, it was a strongly nationalistic concept. The 

Jews had been under the subjection of the Romanafor about 

one hundred years. The yoke was very oppressive.. They were 

looking for a Divine Deliverer. False claims by an occa-

sional leader to be the one who should lead the nation in 

rebellion against the Romans were made but the attempt al-
2 

ways ended in failure and in the death of the leader. So 

the Jews were looking for a supernatural intervention by the 

Messiah who would descend from heaven and by His divine 

power destroy their enemies and inaugurate His reign of 

peace, setting up the capitol of His Kingdom at Jerusalem. 
' 

It would be political as well as religious, for all people 

would come to Jerusalem to worship Him-.. 

But it -.;'fas noted that though Jesus announced that 

the Kingdom of heaven was now at hand, He had a concept 

quite different from the nationalistic and politica~ concept 

of the Jews, and in His temptation, in His teaching of the 

.. . . . . . 
1. c f. Dodd, op • cit • , p • 34. 
2. of. Acts 5:36-37. 
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multitude, and in His training of the twelve disciples, He 

had to struggle against this materialistic concept of the 

Kingdom. Now what was Jesus' view of the Kingdom? 

It has been seen that Jesus nowhere defines speci-

fically the term, the Kingdom of Heaven. But His use of 

the term and His Kingdom parables make it clear that His 

concept of t;he Kingdom included the following: 

( 1) The Kingdom of God is present. The power of 

the Kingdom was being manifested in the works of the King, 

Jesus Christ. "But if I by the Spirit of God cast out 
1 

demons, then is the Kingdom of God come upon you. Vl!here 

the will of God is done, there is the Kingdom. Where 

Satan's kingdom is destrqyed, in its place must begin the 
2 

Kingdom of God. Until John ths Baptist was the law and 
3 

the prophets. Now the Gospel of the Kingd='m is preached. 

T'he old order (dispensation) had passed away. The new was 

present. 

(2) The Kingdom of God is not only a gift; it 

must be received. It is given, yet not forced upon people. 

The responsibility of receiving the seed of the Ki~~dom, 

the Word, rests upon the hearers as in the parable of the 
4 

soils. To receive the Word is to receive Christ in faith. 

• • 0 • • • 

l. Matthew 12:28 
2. Vos, op. cit., p. 49. 
3. Lul<:e 16: 16. 
4. Matthew 13:1-9. 
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The invitation to uartake is given to all as in the parable 
~ 1 

Of the Great Supper. But the invitation can be refused. 

In fact, only the humble who have emptied themselves of 

their self-sufficiency ever in faith receive and possess 

the Kingdom. Thus the Publican becomes justified and the 

Pharisee remairis in his sins as in the parable of the 
2 

Pharisee and Publican. 

(3) The Kingdom of God is fundamentally spiritual. 

By spiritual is meant the Kingdom is first a personal re-

lationship between the Spirit of God and the spirit of man. 

S(3condly, it is a democratic fellowship between men under 

God, their King. In this relationship man's first loyalty 

and obedience is unto God as he seeks to live with his 

fellow men in peace and good will. It is not si111ply an out-

wal"'d conformity but a heart relationship of love--toward 

both God and man. It places the highest value upon person-

ality and not upon things. It puts a higher value upon 

love than upon power and force. In short, it is altogether 

a moral and religious relationship. There cannot be one 

without the other. 

(4) The Kingdom of God. is of supreme value. It 

is the supreme possession and worthy of a full and complete 

sacrifice of all one's possessions in order to obtain it as 

. . . .. . . 
1. Matthew 22:1-14. 
2. Luke 18:9-14. 
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1 
expressed in the parable of the Pearl of Great Price. 

Persecution for righteousness' sake surely brings re-

joicing, for the persecuted possess the Kingdom which is 

such a prized possession that the suffering are made to 
2 

rejoice. Personal relationships have greater value than 

things. The law of the Kingdom is in fact that the more 

one centers one's devotions upon personal relationship 

between God and man, the more all may enjoy the good 

things of this earth. nsee ye first the Kingd.om of God 

and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added 
3 

unto you. u 

{ 5) The Kingdom of G·od demands a way of life. 

It is not only a way Of righteousness but a way of love 

and sacrifice. To love not only your friends but also 
4 

your enemies is a rule of the Kingdom •. But if one is to 

love, he must also forgive. He who loves possesses the 

forgiving spirit. Also the one who loves is willing to 

serve. The Kingdom of God is a way of service. The parable 
5 

of the Good Samaritan teaches love and service. He who is 
6 

greatest in the Kingdom is the one who is servant of all. 
7 

The Kingdom of God is also the way of the cross. (It may 

. . . . . . 
1. Mark 13:45-46. 
2. Matthew 5:10-12. 
3. Matthew 6:33. 
4. Matthew 5:44. 
5. Lu~ 10:25-34. 
6. Luke 22:26. 
7. Luke 9:23-25. 
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even mean suffering and death.) It does mean self-denial 

and bearing burdens of others. It means to follow in the 

footsteps of Jesus who bore the supreme cross for the sins 

of the world. 

(6) Christ, the King, is the Mediator of the 

Kingdom. Through His death on the cross Christ mad.e 

possible the Kingdom of God, for only through Him can one 

enter the Kingdom. The Parable of the Wicked Husbandmen 

makes this clear. This is the new covenant which He made 
1 

with His disciples at the Last Supper. 

be the central loyalty of the Kingdom. 

This was ever to 

(7) The Kingdom of God is a growth. It is a 

growth not only for the individua~s heart and character, 

but also it is a matter of slow development in the whole 

world. In the individual, the seed of the Kingdom is rep-
2 

resented in the parable of the Soils. Then follows 

growth and maturity. In society, the Kingdom has a very 

small beginning, has very little influence, but it expands 

and grows to become world-wide as pictured in the Parable 
3 

of the Mustard seed. 

(8) The Kingdom of God has a final culmination. 

It is not only present, it is future. As was shown, the 

Kingdom of CJ.od has a greater and greater influence in the 

e • o • e e 

1. Luke 22:14-23. 
2. Matthew 13:1-9. 
3. Matthew 13:31-32. 
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world. But it never completely dominates the evil. The 

evi~ will grow in the field of the world along with the 

good until Christ's return when t.he harvest will be reaped 

and final separation of the good and bad takes place as 
1 

pictured in the parable of the ·vvheat and Tares, and in 
2 

the parable of the Dragnet. 

Jesus' concept of the Kingdom has been well 

summarized in these words: 11 The Kingdom. • • comes when 

the Gospel is spread~ hearts are changed, sin and error 

overcome, righteousness cultivated, a living communion 
3 

with God established." 

2. The Kingdom of God in the Acts and Pauline Epistles 

Now before giving attention to the concept of 

the Church~ the passages in Acts and the Pauline Epistles 

where the term Ki~gdom of God is used must be noted, It is 

interesting to note that the phrase has very little use. 

Of the eight times it is used in Acts, six times it is 

spoken of as things being preached or taught concerning the 
4 

Kingdom. One cannot know what was preached concerning the 

Kingdom. Probably the Kingdom was spoken of as the one which 

was to come for three times reference is made to teaching 

the things concerning Christ in connection with teaching 
5 

concerning the Kingdom but not as synonymous. 

• • • 0 • & 

1. Matthew 13:24-30. 
2. Matthew 13:47-50 
3. vos, op .. cit., p .. 39 .. 
4. Acts 1:3, 8:12, 19:8, 20:25, 28:23,31 
5. Acts 8:12, 28:23, 31. 
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Then the disciples ask Jesus about the restoration of the 
1 

Kingdom to Israel showing their nationalistic view of it. 

And Paul sPeEtks of' entering into the Kingdom through much 
- 2 

tribulation. But here as in Paul's general use of it in 

his J;p:Etles, it is evident that he is speaking of the 

final Kingdom, this Kingdom c;:msummated, for tho e to whom 

he is speaking are already Christians and he exhorts them 

to continue in the faith for through tribulation they are 

prepared for the Kingdom to come. 

In the Pauline Epistles there are only two refer-

ences where it is not at once eviden·t that Paul is using the 

phrase Kingdom of God (or Ghrist--Ephesians 5:5) to mean the 

final Kingdom which Christ will usher in upo~qis return. 
3 

Elsewhere this is his use. In Romans 14:17 Paul says: 11 The 

Kingdom of God is not eating and drinking but righteousness 

and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 11 Paul is dealing with 

a problem of conscience, and he says, offend not your brother 

in the Lord for meat's sake, for feeding physical appetites 

pertains not to the Kingdom but living righteously and in 

peace does. The other reference is 1 Corinthians 4:20. 

Here Paul is dealing with another problem among believ.srs. 

Some of the leaders evidently were becoming vain in their 

minds, teaching things belonging not to the truth in Christ 

as taught by Paul. So Paul says that when I come I will 

• e a • • • 

1. Acts 1:6. 
2 • Act s 14: 2 2 • 
3. 1 Cor. 6:9,10, 15:24,50; Gal. 5:21; EPh. 5:5, Col. 1:13, 

'+: 11; 1 Thes. 2: 12; 2 Thes. 1:5; 2 Tim. 4:1,18. 
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know not their words but their power, 11 For the Kin~:;:dom of 

God is not in word but in power. 11 Now the quest ion concern­

ing these two references is: which Kingdom is Paul speak­

ing of? Both references are parallel :..in construction and 

thought. The thought expressed concerning the Kingdom can 

be applied to the present or to the final Kingdom. As was 

noted before where Paul uses the phrase elsewhere, he is 

referr:bg to the final Kingdom and often with reference to 
1 

being the kind of a person that would inherit the Kingdom. 

A similar thought is seen in these two references of doing 

that which pertaineth to and is wor•thy of a spiritual 

Kingdom. Thus these two references need not be considered 

as exceptions but rather as also probably meaning the King­

dom in its consummation. 

Thus the phrase, Kingdom of God, as found in Acts 

and in the Pauline Epistles is generally used to refer to 

the Kingdom that Christ will inaugurate when He returns. 

C. The Concept of the Church in Review 

1. The Use of the Term Ecclesia 

According to the study of the use of Ecclesia in 

chapter three, the references show that in the book of Acts 

the term is not at once used. The little band of Christians 

who had had the experience of Pentecost and the new convel"W 

are referred to as those who were continuing in a fellowship 

. . . . . . 
1. 1 Cor. 6:9,10; Gal. 5:21; Eph. 5:5; 2 Thes. 1:5. 
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/ 1 2 
(T~ 1"\0IVWVI'f ) , as a distinct company (1~5 [,~'-'J ) , 

I 

and as the multitude of them that believed (To0 J1 Tft\~Go..,_s 
/ 3 

v 1Tl<f"'I£U<T'~TI.;4Jv ). It is not until the fifth 

chapter that the term is used. Here it is applied to that 

five thousand or more who had become a part of the fellow­

ship in Jerusalem when the writer says that great fear 
. C/ \ \ ~ \ I 

came upon 01\V\V TVpl tl<KAV)<fi~V at the tragic end of Ananias 
4 

and Sapphira. 

The next reference to Ecclesia is found in 
5 

Stephen's apology where he speaks of the children of 

Israel as the Ecclesia to whom Moses promised a prophet 

"like me. n This use need not surprise one for it should be 

noted that ~r<t<~"\<r(o{ is the regular LXX rendering for ~ 1\ 
6 

which signifies "assembly," and it is clear that from the 

1. Acts 2:42. 
2. 1~cts 4:24. 
3 • Act s 4 : 32 • 
4. Acts 5:11. 

• 0 • • 

5. Acts\7:3.8. 
6. nEKI<A~<!l~ is used in the LXX as a translation of the 

Hebrew word, 11 Kata~11 
( '7 n 1?) which has a similar deri va-

t ion and meaning. Another word, 11 edhahtt (W"TY), is 
commonly translated by q--uvc<rwr~ and means properly the · 
congregation itself whereas('n-g, means the assembly of 
the congregation. But there ,.is no sharp distinction be­
tvveen the ·words and in the later books of the Old Testa­
ment, n:;r ~almost disappears and 7~~ or tt<~<>.."n~ combines 
both shades of meaning. There is little or no evidence 
as to the contemporary ideas which would have been con­
veyed to a Jew of our Lord's time by the use of these 
words, but they could not fail to recall t 1>.e thought of 
Israel as the congregation of God and to suggest tbe 
idea of a Divine Society." James Hastings: Dictionary 
of Christ and the Gospels, p. 330. 



first the apostles looked upon the band of believers in 

Christ as being the true Israel, the chosen of God, the 
1 

true people of God. For that reason Peter speaks in hie 

sermon in chapter three of this salvation to the Jews as 

being the fulfillment of the covenant of God with Abraham. 

It is in this sense of the Christians• bcing 

considered the true people of God that the phrase, nthe 

Church of God," came into use. In fact, "Ecclesia" as 

shown from the study of it in chapter three is a technical 

term being used exclusively of the Christian group except 

for Acts 19:32,39,41 (a secular assembly), and 7:38 
3 

2 

(assembly of Israel). Dr. G·eorge Johnston says, nEcclesia, 

the Church, must f suggest be retained for the IDciety which 

knew the difference made by the resurrection. The Church 

was the fellowship of the glorified Christ. And it ~ 

this Ecclesia which best deserves to be called the true or 
4 

new I srae 1 Of Ctod. u 

2. The Church in the Acts and Pauline Epistles 

Now it is necessary to present a brief view of 

the Church from the study of her in Acts and the Pauline 

1. 
2. 
3· 

4. 

• o o e 

Hunter, op. cit., p. 69. 
Acts 3:25-26. 
Dr. George Johnston giving these two exceptions plus 
one other, Hebrews 12:23 (assembly of the heavenly host) 
says: "we find complete unanimity in the .New Testament 
as to its use. It is a technical term and exclusively 
for the Christian community!' The Doctrine of the 
Church in the New Testament,.. p. 52. 
Ibid., PP• 52-53. 



-86-

Epistles already given in chapter three in order to get 

both the concept of the Kingdom and of the Church clearly 

in mind for comparison. 

It was noted in chapter three that Jesus prepared 

His disciples for founding a Kingdom but Pentecost gave 

birth to what was called the Ecclesia. (l) As already 

shown, the Ecclesia constituted the new Israel. (2) As to 

its nature it was a fellowship. Those who were converted 

were joined to this fellowship "continuing stedfastly in 

the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
l 

bread and the prayers.n (3) Christ was the center of 

the Ecclesia. The apostles preached that only through 

Jesus is there salvation. In the name of Jesus, healing 

was done and signs and wonders wrought. For the name of 

Jesus the Ecclesia suffered persecution. (4) The Ecc·lesia 

was one in spirit and purpose. They functioned even as a 

family, having all thinss in common, living in one accord, 

worshipping daily in the temple, breaking bread at home 

according as Jesus had commanded at the last supper, and 

all being controlled by one Spirit, the Holy Spirit. (5) 

The Ecclesia opens her doors to all. She is universal. 

The Gentiles find their hope of salvation also in the 

Gospel. 

It is this kind of a Church that Paul interprets 

in his epistles. (1) Christ is the head of the Ecclesia. 

. . . . . . 
l. Acts 2:42. 
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He is over all. All members of the Ecclesia receive direc­

tion from Him. The life of the Ecclesia centers and re-

volves about Him. 

is Christ's body. 

(2) The Ecclesia is an organism. She 

'I'his symbolizes how closely Christ iden-

tifie s Himself with the Ecclesia. He loved the Church and 

gave Himself for her that He might present her to Himself 

a holy Church. Members of the Ecclesia are members of His 

body. One of the mysteries of the Church is how Christ and 

His Church become one. Being members of the same body re­

veals the unity of' the Ecclesia. She functions as one body. 

She grows as a living organism. The members are knit to­

gether by Christ in the bond of love. All are merubers one 

of another each having a part to contribute to the whole. 

All are united together by one faith, one Lord, one.baptism, 

one Spirit. (3) The Church is a new creation. Both Jew 

and Gentile are reconciled through the blood of Christ and 

united in one new man. The enmity is erased and the Gen­

tiles are no more strru1gers but fellow-citizens with the 

Jews. This is another great mystery of the Church. (4) 

The Church is a te~ple. Christ is the chief cornerstone. 

All members are fit together and grow into a holy temple, 

a place for God through his Spirit to dwell in. (5) The 

purpose or the Church is to show :forth the manifold wisdom 

of God and to bring glory to Chr:ts t. She is imperfect now 

but when Christ returns He will present her to Himself a 

glorious and holy Church. 
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3. 'l'he Use of the Term 11 Ecclesia11 by Christ 

As an introduction to the study of the compari­

son of the Kingdom of God and -~he Church one very important 

use of the term "Church" by Jesus must be given due consi­

deration. As has been noted the dominant theme of Jesus' 

teachings is the Kingdom of God while Jesus specifically 

mentions the Church only twice. In Matthew 18: 17, she is 

mentioned purely incidental and probably reference is made 

to the Jewish congregation rather than to the Christian 

Church that was to be. 

The other reference is in Ma.tthew 16:18. It is 

not necessa:ty to question the genuineness of this passage 
1 

or to call it an anachronism even though it is unique and 

has no other parallel in the Gospels. A. Hunter says that 

scholars are more inclined t~an formerly to account the 
2 

passage as genuine. It is very evident th~t Jesus intro-

duced the Church here with a good reason. L!Iany of Christ's 

followers were forsaking Him. When they began to see some 

of the spiritual implications of His teaching, their self­

ish interests waned. Jesus was coming to the close of His 

ministry. Would the twelve on whom He was depending for 

the found:'.ng of His Kingdom forsake Him also? So when 

Pet·2lr speaking for them all affirms his faith in Jesus as 

the Christ, Jesus says: 11 Thou art Peter and upon this rock 

. . . . . . 
1. cf. Johnston, op. cit., p. 51. 
2. c f. Hunter, op. cit. , p. 53. 
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I will build rny church. u 

It is upon such as Peter who have rock-like 

characters and are unwavering in their faith in the 

Messiah when others falter that Jesus will build His Church. 
1 

Jesus says: "I will build .sy church. 11 In contrast to the 
-Jewish Ecclesia this Church will constitute those who 

recognize Christ as the Messiah. The study in Acts and 

Paul has made this very c lear. Only the followers of 

Jesus are recognized as belonging to the Church. Then it 

should be noted that Jesus says 11 I !!ill build my church. n 

Jesus is the builder and the Church does not come ready 

made. It is a process. Paul likened the Church to a 

building with Christ being the chief cornerstone and to a 

body with Christ being the head. Then it should be noted 

that the Church is not yet. She is future for she rests 

upon His Messianic work which was not completed until after 

His exaltation. And Acts gives the account of the birthday 

of the Church on the Day of Pentec oat. 

Then Jesus goes on to say, ni will give UJ.""'lto thee 

the keys of the Kingdom of heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt 

bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou 
2 

shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." Jesus is 

continuing with the figure of the house. Peter was to be 

.. . . . . . 
1. cf. vos, op. cit., p. 142ff, for Jesus' teaching con­

cerning the verse. 
2. Matthew 16:19. 
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the foundation, now he is to be the one who administers 

its affairs. He holds the keys to her doors. Jesus here 

is making no distinction between the Kingdom of heaven 
1 

and the Church. Whatsoever is done in the Kingdom or 

Church which Jesus was to build w1. 11 receive due recogni-

tion in heaven. 

D. The Kingdom of God and the Church Compared 

Thus these are the pictures of the Kingdom and 

the Church. What a likeness they bear to each other. Who 

can tell them apart? Is not one the fulfillment of the 

other? Who would argue that the building fails to follow 

the blueprint? It is only necessary to compare the two to 

see that the Church is the Kingdom. The chief points of 

comparison are pointed out as follows: 

(l) Jesus as King of the Kingdom was recognized 

as Jesus the Head of the Church. Loyalty to the King, 

following Him, sufferi~ and bearing a cross for Him, all 

were requisite for Kingdom members. After Pentecost it was 

faith in His name that brought new converts into the fellow­

ship. All members were subject to Him and controlled by 

Him for they were His body. He was their head. 

(2) Jesus in founding the Kingdom founded the 

Church. He creates a brotherhood. The mernbers serve the 

King. They have a common purpose, a common faith, a 

• • it • • • 

1.. c f. Vo s , op • c it • , p • 150 • 
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common Lord. Jesus seeks to unite them in love. But His 

teaching and purpose concerning them is not fulfilled until 

His Messianic work is completed. The Kingdom had not come 

until the Church had come. 

( 3) The people that were to constitute tl1e 

people of the Kingdom constituted the people of the Church. 

The remnant of Israel, the faithful, were to possess the 

Kingdom. Jehovah was to make a new covenant with His 

people. Jesus at the last supper made a new covenant with 

His disciples. The Ecclesia believed themselves to be the 

true Israel, the true people of God. Those who accepted 

Christ as the Messiah constituted the true Israel. 

(4) The works and power manifesting the Kingdom 

are manifested in the Church. The Kingdom comes, said 

Jesus, wherever Satan 1 s power is overthrown. Whenever the 

reign of God begins in the human heart there is the Kingdom. 

The disciples were endued with divine power on the Day of 

Pentecost. The Holy Spirit ruled. their lives. Power was 

given to them to heal. Jesus who had manifested the Kingdom 

by His works was now manifesting the Kingdom through His 

followers. 

Now for further comparison, parallel statements 

follow taken from the lists of observations and principles 

drawn up at the close of Chapter II on the Kingdom and 

Chapter III on the Church. 
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(1) Nature of the Kingdom 

a. The Kingdom is a brother- a. 
hood with each member 
caring for the interest 

b. 

c. 

of the other. 

It is spiritual. It be- b. 
gins in man and gradu-
ally manifests itself 
in all of life. 

The Kingdom is present c. 
where the will of God is 
done. 

(2) Kingdom Membership 

a. The humb.e in spirit shall a. 
possess the Kingdom •. 

b. Good ~~d evil shall be b. 
in the world until the 
consummation of the King­
dom. 

(3) Democratic Principles 
of the Kingdom 

( 1) Nature of the Church 

The Church is composed 
of many members united 
in ·one in the bond of 
love. 

It is as a living organ­
ism which grows~receiving 
its life from Christ. 

Christ is the origin, 
the center, and the 
sustainer of the Church. 

(2) Church Membership 

The Church is composed 
of all Who believe in 
Christ, who continue in 
the apostles' teachings, 
in the breaking of bread, 
and in the fellowship. 

Though imperfect now, one 
day Christ shall present 
her to Himself a perfect 
and glorious Church. 

(3) Democratic Principles 
of the Church 

a. The Gospel of the King­
dom is offered and not 
forced upon people. 

a. Membership is purely 
voluntary. 

b. There will not be kings 
but each one servants 
one of another. 

b. All members have equal 
rights, equal privileges, 
and all bear the same 
relationship to one another. 

E. Observations on the Comparison 

Thus is seen the complete unanimity between the 

teachings of Jesus and Paul on the Church and the Kingdom. 

Jesus identifies the two. He announced the Kingdom and 

created the Church, and there is good reason why He mainly 
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used the term Kingdom in His teachings rather than Church .. 

For the concept of the Kingdom goes back into Old Testa­

ment history. He had come to fulfill the Messianic expec­

tations of the Jews. He was the King of the Kingdom. 

But it was to be a different Kingdom from that wluch the 

Jews expected. It was a new Kingdom possessed by the new 

Israel, those who accepted Christ as the Messiah. These 

only were the people of God. So Christ coming to the 

close of His ministry designated them as the Ecclesia, 

the assembly of Israel, making it a distinctively Christ­

ian name. And thus it is used throughout the New Testament. 

The term Kingdom is completely dropped from the language 

of the Church except when reference is made to the end of 

the age when Christ returns to usher in His eternal Kingdom. 

Now therefore where is there any basis for the 
l 

argument that Jesus never intended to found a new society? 

One must either read the records with a closed mind or 

call them false. Jesus' words, works, and life all point 

to the Church. And the early Christians believed them­

selves to be the true Israel from the beginning. All be­

.lievers constituted the Church from its birthday onward. 

It began as one body, spread out, forming individual 

societies, but all together constituted the Church of God. 

e e • e e e 

1. Jackson and Lake, op. cit., Vol. I., p. 317 .. 
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F. The Church in the Gospel According to St. John 

The final word on this subject is given by John 

in the Fourth Gospel. For he, one of the inner circle, 

having lived through one half a century of the Church's 

history sees and interprets Jesus' teachings in the light 
1 

of this history. It is found in his report of Jesus' 

great discourse at the Last Supper. Jesus teaches His 

troubled disciples about the coming of the comforter after 

His death and resurrection. There is the clear and full 

presentation of the purpose and work. of the Holy Spirit 

in the Church. The Father will send the Comforter in 

Christ's name to those who love Christ and keep His command-
2 

ments. Christ is not to leave them comfortless but will 

come to them and be in them through the Holy Spirit. In 

·this way complete oneness between Christ, the Father and 
3 

the Church is accomplished. The Holy Spirit will teach 
4 

which Christ taught, will bear witness of 
6 

all things 
5 

Christ, will convict the world, and will guide into all 
7 

truth. 

The unity and nature of the Church has been no­

where better expressed than in the figure used by Jesus of 

• • 1111 • • 0 

1. cf. B. F. Westcott: Introduction to St. John's Gospel, 
in F. c. Cook's Commentary, Vol. 2. 

2. John 14:15,16. 
3. John 14:19-20. 
4. John 14:26. 
5. John 15:26. 
6. John 16: 8. 
7 • John 16: 13 • 
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1 
the vine and the branches. As the branches receive life 

and nourishment from being attached to the vine, so the 

Church receives its life and nourishment from being attached 

to Christ. It is in this light as a living organism tnat 

John, rernembering Jesus, sees the Church. In this light 

also Paul, the apostle, saw the Church. The body was his 

favorite metaphor. 

Moreover, Jesus' high priestly prayer is the 

summation and climax of His teaching and purpose concerning 
2 

the Church. It is a farewell prayer coming at the close 

of His farewell addresses. It opens the door to the very 

soul of Jesus, to what He purposed and did for His disciples 

and the Church. 

The prayer comes at a crisis in his life. The 

hour had come. Like in the prayer in the Garden of Gethse-

mane, He was facing the cross. His work in the flesh had 

been accompli she,~. The rest was in the hands of his Father. 
3 . 

So He prays, nFather, glorify thou me. 11 And then, knowing 

that He soon W::)uld depart out of the world leaving His 

disciples behind, a tiny band in an unfriendly world, with 

the responsibility of declaring Himself to the world as He 

had declared the Father to them, He offers up this prayer 

for His disciples and in so doing has declared to the world 

• . . . . • 

1. John 15:1-8. 
2. John 17. 
3. John 17:5. 
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His purpose and desire for the Church. The Church is to 

be one even as Christ and the Father are one. But this 

oneness is maintained only by being kept in the Father's 
l 

name. TJJen the Church is to possess the joy that Christ 
2 

had. The Church in Acts bad great joy and even rejoiced 

in persecution. So Jesus comes to the next petition. 

The Church is to be dist" nc t fro'rn the world and will be 

hated because of this. Therefore they must .be shielded 
3 

from the attacks of evil. But it is not enough for the 

Church to be kept. It must also be consecrated in the 
4 

truth that they may render effective service to God. 

Finally Jesus with His vision lifting beyond the Church 

in its germ to its growth and expansion prays that all who 

believe may be one, united in one body with Christ and the 

Father. This is the unity and fellowship that will cause 

the world to believe in Christ. And conversely, without 
5 

this unity in love, the world will not believe. Now Jesus 

looking dovm the pages of history to the end of time sees 

the Church in its completion and He desires it to be in 
6 

His presence that it may share in His glory. 

St. John saw the fulfillment of this prayer (except 

• • • • • • 

1. John 17:11. 
2. J ohn 17: 13. 
3. John 17:14-16. 
4. John 17:17-20. 
5. John 17:20-~1 .. 
6. John 17:24. 
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for the last petition). Such a Church the Acts pictures. 

Such a Church Paul tells about. This is the eternal pur­

pose and will for the Church. 

G. Summary 

The purpose of this chapter has been to syn­

thesize the analytical findings concerning the Kingdom of 

God and the Church as given in the previous chapters. The 

comparison upheld the conviction of the writ, er on the essen­

tial unity between the teachings of Jesus and Paul. Jesus 

did not announce a Kingdom and Paul found a Church. Jesus 

identifies the two and the apostles and Paul carry out 

Jesus' will in founding the Church. 

This was seen from the following observations: 

1. Jesus as King of the Kingdom was recognized 

as Jesus, the Head of the Church. 

2. Jesus in founding the Kingdom founded the 

Church. 

3. The people that were to constitute the 

people of the Kingdom constituted the people of the Church. 

4. The works and power manifesting the Kingdom 

are manifested in the Church. 

Then in the Fourth Gospel was seen the Church in 

the light of history and of Jesus' teachings as being the 

fulfillment of Christ's mi s sian to earth ru1.d its mission 

being to complete His work in causing the world to believe 

in Him. 



CONCLUSION 

It was noted at the beginning of this paper the 

present-day need for a clarification of the two concepts, 

the Kingdom of God and the Church, for there is evidence 

of much confusion among thinking people in their considera­

tion of these two prominent ideas of the New Testament. 

It was noted that the Church has been the bone of conten­

tion between the teachings of Jesus and Paul. But it 

being the conviction of the writer that there is harmony 

between Jesus and Paul, it was the purpose of this thesis 

to contribute to the support of this unity of the New 

Testament. 

Thus the study led to a careful analysis of the 

Kingdom of God and the Church in the teachings of Jesus 

and Paul. After the two pictures were fully drawn they 

were set side by side for comparison. qow remarkably 

parallel they were fOU."1d to be. Rather than divergence 

and contrasts there were found similarities and pairs. 

Thus rather than disunity between Jesus and paul there was 

found complete harmony. Jesus' concept of the Kingdom of 

God 1nerged into and became one with Paul's CJ ncept of the 

Church in the King of the Kingdom being Head of the Church, 

in the Church being the Kingdom as founded, in the people 

of the Kingdom being the people of the Church, and in the 

works and power manifesting the Kingdom being manifested 

in the Church. 
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-i'lith the thought of Church leaders being turned 

often today upon Church union and ecumenicity, it is well 

to make a few observations relative to this problem of 

unity from this study. 

First as regards unity, it can be observed that 

there is only one Church presented in the New Testament 

and the metaphor most used to describe it is that of an 

organism. In Jesus it was that of the vine while in Paul 

it was that of the body. The vine constituted Christ and 

the members of the Church were the branches. In Paul, 

Christ was the head of the body and the body was the 

Church. And in a :?ense the body was Christ's body, the 

Church being His body. Thus the Church is a living organ-

ism which grows and expands but v~bich receives her life 

from Christ. Thus she is not an organization which has 

no life of herself. Hather she is an organism sustained 

by her own forms but following her inherent nature given 

her at birth. 

Dr. Albert C. Wyckoff in an article titled, 

nThe Biology of the Church, r• makes so].1e pertinent 

observations on the Church as an organism. 

(1) The church in essence is not a human insti­
l 

tution nor under complete control of man. 

(2) It requires an emphasis upon divine 

Ill fll • • ct • 

1. Albert C. Wyckoff: 11 The Biology of the Churchu in The 
Biblical Review, Jal:l.uary, 1916, p. 68. 
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dependence and deprives the Church of human independence. 

An organism grows from within while an organization adds 
1 

to itself from without. 

(3) Church leaders should plant instead of 

organize rather than predetermine her branches and then 
2 

call on God to quicken t~em. 

(4) Thus the Church is a life that produces 
3 

creeds, forms, but is not produced by them. 

( 5) As in biology so in the Church, to deprive 
4 

her of unity is to deprive her of life. 

Thus it is that outside of the body of Christ 

there is no Church or Church member. But does that mean 

that there should be only one denomination, that there 

should be complete uniformity? It should be remembered 

that the Church is composed of many members. There is 

much variety but all have a function. Therefor€, it 

should not be expected to have uniformity as of one mem-

ber of the body but there can be the expectation of each 

member contributing to the whole body both in enlarging 

itself and in giving support to the larger functions of 

the whole Church. All members of this body are bound to­

gether by love.. This is the bond of unity which is an 

inner tie. So to denominations seeking union it can be 

. . . . ~ . 
1. Wyckoff, op. cit., 69. 
2. Ibid., P• 70. 
3. Ibid.$ p. 66. 
4. Ibid., P• 71. 
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said that as you can't force a harvest by casting the 

sickle, so you can't force union upon denominations. But 

this love does not require expression in external organiza­

tion but can find expression in the larger functioning of 

the Church with denominations serving as members of the 

total body to make her voice heard in a more effective 

and greater way in the world. Ultimately there is no name 

for denomination in the New Testament. Church stands for 

the individual congregation and that whole body in Christ 

Jesus. 
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