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CHAPTER I
THE INTRODUCTION

"If the Holy Scripture was a ring,
and the Epistle to the Romans its
precious stone, chapter eight would

be the sparkling point of the jewel."
- Spencer
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A STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PROBLEM
THE METHOD OF PROCEDURE

THE VALUE OF THE STUDY



AN EXEGETICAL STUDY
OF
ROMANS 8: 18-25

CHAPTER I
THE INTRODUCTION

A, A STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM »

Inasmuch as many have undertsesken to write a commen-
tary on Paul's Epistle to the Romans, this work will not
be limited merely to comments upon the passage under con-
sideration. The purpose of this study is to present an
exegetical examination of this portion of Paul's Epistle
in order to show the relation of this section to the com-
plete message of the book, to discover the sequence of
thought existing within the verses under gonéideration;
end to present the theological implications involved in
the interpretation of this climactic point in Paul‘'s
Epistle to the Church at Rome,

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PROBLEM
It is generally conceded that St. Paul was the first
as well as the greatest of all theologians, His works and
writings stand, and will stand, through the years as the
monuments of a great religious thinker and writer. Numer-
ous are the eulogies written to St. Paul and his works.

One has written:



"Considering the Epistles for themselves only, and
apart from the general significance of the great
Apostle of the Gentiles, we must still admit that,

in the whole history of all centuries and of all
nationg, there is no other set of writings of simi-
lar extent, which, as creations of the fugitive
moment, have proceeded from such severe troubles of
the age, and such profound pains and sufferings of
the author himself, and yet contain such an amount

of healthfulness, serenity, and vigor of immortal
genius, and touch with such clearness and certainty
on the very highest truths of human aspiration and
action., . . The smallest as well as the greatest of
these Epistles seem to have prodeeded from the fleet-
ing moments of this esarthly life only to enchain a1l
eternity; they were born of anxiety and bitterness of
human strife, to set forth in brighter lustre and
with higher certainty their superhuman grace and
beauty. The divine assurance and firmness of the old
prophets of Israel, the all-transcending glory and
immediate spiritual presence of the Eternal King and
Lord, who has jusl ascended to heaven, and all the
art and culture of a ripe and wonderfully excited age
seem to have joined, as it were, in bringing forth
the new creation of these Epistles of the times which
were destined to last for all times." (1)

Adolphe Monod, in his Saint Paul, says:

"Imagine the world without St. Paul . . . Imagine the
Bible without St. Paul: it would mean Christian truth
only half revealed, Christian life only half under-
stood, Christian charity only half known, Christisn
faith only half victorious." (2)

Findlay gives us an insight into the gtyle of St. Paul thus:

"He is lsboring to bring to birth thoughts of God too
large for human speech, 'things kept secret from the
foundation of the world,' to *‘know the love that pass-
eth knowledge' and sound its unfathomed depths. . .
With broken outcries and halting yet impetuous utter-
snce, he sweeps us breathless through his long periods,
as he pursues far up the steep some lofty thought,
while language threatens every moment to break down

%k %k %k Kk Kk Kk

1. Lenge: Commentary on Romans, p. 2. (Quotation from Ewald)
2. Moule: Commentary on Romans, p. 24.



under the weight it is compelled to carry; until at
last he reaches his magnificent climax, and the
tangled path through which he has forced his way lies
clear beneath our feet." (1)
With these tributes to the mind and work of St. Paul, it
is readily seen how any problem connected with the inter-
pretation of his writings is of great importance. And his
Epistle to the Romans has often been felt to have been one
of those pursuits of Paul in which he arrived at a great
climax, but left for his readers a "tangled path through
which he had forced his way."
The Epistle to the Romans is one of the greatest of
Paul's works. In fact Findlay says:
"This is St. Paul's magnum opus. Here we see him at
his greatest as a cons%ructzve thinker and theologian.
The Epistle to the Romans is the complete and mature
expression of the apostle's main doctrines. ."(2)
This epistle is deliberate, luminous, ripe, and full.
It is the work of a man sure of himself and the ground
that he has won, who is able now to survey calmly the
field of this perilous contest, and to gather up for
the Church in its completed results the issue and
fruit of the momentous crisis through which his mis-
sion has been passing." (3)
Certain great terms have come into Christian theology as
especially Pauline. Among these, one of the most impor-
tent is "uiode oiav,adoption." In Romens 8:18-25, Paul is
concerned with the future glory which shall be revealed to
those who are finally "adopted" as the "sons of God".,

* %k 3k %k %k k

1. Findlay: The Epistles of St. Panl, p. 31.
2. Ibid., p. 145,
3. Ibid., p. 134.



Plainly, in this section, Paul regards complete redemption,
adoption, salvation, or final glory, as being still a
future event, The importance of this problem, then, is

to ascertain whal are Paul's beliefs concerning the final

redemption of man and the universe in which he lives.

C. THE METHOD OF PROCEDURE ,
In the first place, it will be necessary to observe
the trend of thought in the whole Epistle in order to see
the relationships existing between the passage under dis-
cussion and its broader context. With this in mind, the
investigation will proceed, secondly, to a study of the
text of the passage, thirdly, to an examination of the
structure of the passage with its lexical and syntactical
problems, and fourthly, to a consideration of the theolo-

gical implicationsg involved in its interpretation.

D. THE VALUE OF THE STUDY
It is hoped that this study will‘pfesent a more conm-
prehensive view of the scope of the Epistle to the Romans
in addition to a more minute understanding of the section
under discussion, dealing with Paul's teaching,concerning
final and complete redemption at "the revealing of the

sons of God",



CHAPTER II
THE PASSAGE IN THE EPISTLE

"The eighth chapter of Romans
is the masterpiece of the New
Tegstament.¥ - Luther

"This chapter carries us into
the inmost circle and heart
of Christianity." - Moffatt
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THE PASSAGE IN THE EPISTLE

A. THE EPISTLE AS A WHOLE
B. THE PLACE OF CHAPTER 8 IN THE EPISTLE
C. SECTION 8:18-25 IN ITS CONTEXT |



'CHAPTER II
THE PASSAGE IN THE EPISTLE

A. THE EPISTLE AS A WHOLE | -

Although-an‘Epistle is often considered as a group of
unorganized thoughts written at random, it is evident that
the Epistle to the Romans is well planned and organized.

It might well be called a treatise on Christian belief.
Before centering our attention especially on the passage
in the eighﬁh chapter, it will be helpful to call to mind
the scope of the whole Epistle, With a general knowledge
of the entire field, the passage in question will be of
greater significance and clarity.

A man interested in obtaining a "bird's-eye-view" of
any given territory would first of all seek some eminence
from which he could survey the surrounding landscape. The
same is essentially true in the examination of a literary
work such as this Epistle. In seecking such an eminence,
what better place can be found which gives perspective‘than
the latter part of the eighth chapter? Here are those
well-known and noted words:

"If God be for us, who is against us? . . . Who shall

gseparate us from the love of Christ? shall tribu-

lation, or anguish, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? . . . Nay, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him that
loved us. For I am persuaded that, neither death, nor

life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things pre-
sent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor

-



any other creature, shall be able to separate us from
the love of tod, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."(1)

With this great song of vietory, Paul conéludes one part
of his epistle and proceeds to a dirferent aspect of his
theme, dealing with the relation of the Jewish people'to
God's plan of salvation. But from this vantage point, we
see that the Apostle has brought to an end a discussion
upon some majestic theme connected with man's relationship
to God. _
Returning now to the beginning of the Epistle, we ob=-
serve that after a brief introduction and salutation, Paul
states his subject or theme in these words:
"T am not ashemed of the gospel: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek., For therein is
revealed a rightecusness of God from faith unto faith:
as it is written, But the righteous shall live by
faith."(2)
Following the announcement of this theme, Paul departs at
once on his survey of the great plan of salvation revealed
by God to man., The whole world, of both Jew and Greek; is
in need of righteousness. "All have sinned and fallen

short of the glory of God." There is a universal need
for God's salvation. The Jew of God's own race needs this
salvetion even as others of the Gentiles. Now, with the

® %k %k Xk ok K

1l. Romans 8:31-39.

2. Romans 1:16,17,

3. Romans 3:23,

4, Romans 1318 - 3:200
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whole world in need of righteousness, Paul goes on to tell
how a righteousness of God has been made manifest to the
world., This divine method of salvation by faith was exem-
plified in David and Abraham; and its final revelation is
seen in the"mission of Christ(3:21 - 5:21). Having de-
picted the universal need for salvation(1l:18 - 3:20), and
having announced the divine plan of salvation to meet this
need(3:21~- 5:21), Paul proceeds to deménstrate how this
free plan of salvatien,-apart'from the works of the law, B
leads to holy living. The new man in Christ is dead tQ, 
sin and alive unto God. He is the adopted child, an heir
of all that God has to offer to His children. But to share
in the- privileges of God's glory, man must also share in
Christ's sufferings. Sufferings, however, seem trivial as
compared with the future glory of Ged., Wherefore, Paul
concludes this teaching concerning the greatness of the
plan of salvation with the mighty paean of praise and con-
fidence toward God(8:31-39). Having obtained a brief
giimpse of the final glory of men and the whole creation,
Paul pointé out that the seeming rejection of the Jewish ‘ “
nation as God's chosen people is not final(chapters 9-11),
end then closes his majestic treatise with a section of a
more practical nature concerning the social and civie life
of sanctified believers(12:1 - 16:27). A hurried glance
over the field from our vantage point at the close of the



chapter has revealed to our minds the following:
l. There is a universal need of salvation for man,
2. There is a plan of salvation revealed by God to
man,
3. This salvation results in a life of holiness and
adoption as God's children,
(At this point, we must turn and look the other direction
for our survey has brought us up to the final future glory
which shall be revealed to the sons of God. On the other
side of our eminence we see:)
4, God seems to have rejected the Jews in order to
benefit the Gentiles, thus blessing all peoples,
5. And, practical exhortations to those who have been
called to a new life of Christian fellowship that
they might walk worthily of their new calling.

B. THE PLACE OF CHAPTER VIII IN THE EPISTLE
We have seen that chapter eight is a portion of the

Epistle dealing with the resulting life of holiness for

those whéware saved by faith inrchrist. wa; spééificaliy;ﬂ
what contribution does chapter eight make to the whole
epistle?

Through the first part of the epistle and culminating
in the victorious and confident utterance of 8:38,39, Paul

has given the fundamentals of the distinctly Pauline doc-
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trine of righteousness by faith. And now in this focal
chapter he proceeds to give the characteristics and won-
ders of the life that has been redeemed by faith in Christ.
As such a description, this chapter is the climax of that
progression of thought in the former part of the Epistle,
the culmination of Paul's presentation of a righteousness
for all mankind - a righteousness that comes by faith alone.
This chapter is, likewise, the hinge which opens to
us the remainder of the letter., Paul, having arrived at
this mountain peak in God's plan of salvation, comes to
more practical, present—day;@ifficulties. He was filled
with sorrow because it seemed that the Jews had been left
out of the final stage of God's revelation. And then, it
occurs to the Apostle that Isr ael has been rejected that
this righteousness of Christ might be given alsc to the
Gentiles. In the end, all, both Jew and Gentile, will find
salvation through the righteousness of faith in Christ.
But, the very fact that the Jews have been rejected
in order that the Gentiles might have knowledge of Godfs
righteousness is all the more reason why Paul's readers
should strive to live in accordance with their position as
sons of God. Wheretore, in the closing chapters(l2-16) he

exhorts them to Christisn living.



=l

C. SECTION 8:18-25 IN ITS 'CONTEXT»

For the more immediate context of the section under \
discussion, it is now in place to seek the relationship
existing between the whole of chapter eight and verses 8:
18-25. In verse 18, Paul says "For I reckon that the suf-
ferings of the present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed to us-ward." The
"7 dlp " which introduces this section direct‘s our attention
to what has preceded. Apparently there is a relationship
between the immediate verse(18) and the preceding verses.
In verse 17, Paul has said that we are "Jjoint-heirs with
Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may also
be glorified with him." It is evident then that verses 8:
18-25 refer back to the thought of those who are living in
a relationship of heirs to God. This thought involves the
entire discussion of chapter eight.

Even as chapter eight may well be considered a cli-
mactic point of the whole Epistle, so may verses 8:18-25
be regarded as a focal point in the eighth chapter. Paul
is here speaking of a righteousness in Christ which re-
deems man's whole natufe. This righteousness brings pre-
sent salvati_on from the guilt of sin(verse 1-4), it also
delivers the mind from the dominion of sin(verses 5-9),
and the body is made alive by the death of sin(verseslO-

11). Thus, being delivered from the power of sin over

mind and body, man is made an heir of God and a son wir.u n
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of God through this same righteousness in Christ.(verses -
12-17) |

Then, coming to the problem of this investigation,
Paul advances the thought that man is also assured of future
glory, in whichy, not only shall he be redeemed in the body,
but also nature shall participate in the "liberty of the
glory of the children of God"(verses 18-25),

Finally, this'righteousness in Christ supplies effec-
tusl help in prayer, confidence in whatever may happen,
and certainty that the universe of God is being so con-
ducted as to bless His children as the objects of His love
(verses 26-39).

Throughout the chapter, as the instrument of God's
blessing, we observe the bestowment of the Spirit which
gives unity to the blessings and makes man conscious of
their reality. From the point of view of verses 18-25,
then, one can see the progression of blessings to the be-
liever - (1) freedom from condemnation, (2) freedom from
the dominion of sin in both body and~mind,A(3) adoption as
sons and heirs of God, and (4) a hope in the future of com-
plete redemption of the body from its state of corruption;
Thus does Paul look beyond the far-distant horizons of earth;
ly life to the time when salvation will be complete. And
though suffering may come in the present life, yet the one
who suffers is buoyed up by a hope in the future, by the
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help of the Spirit, and a confidence in God's final ful-
filment of His plans(verses 24-30), Paul is indeed on a
mountain peak, and with this view of God's glory and the
blessedness of His children, he bursts into his grand song
of confidence in God's abiding love and care(verses 31-39)%'

* ok ok Kk ok ok

1. Findlay: The Epistles of Paul, p. 148,



CHAPTER IIIX
THE TEXT OF THE PASSAGE

"We are justified in studying
this passage as not a flight
of fancy, but as displaying
both- insight into the
world's course and foresight
of its goal." - Garvie
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A. THE TEXT IN GENERAL
B. SPECIFIC TEXTUAL PROBLEMS
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o, noTin or. "SieTi " (v,.21)
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CHAPTER TITIT
THE TEXT OF THE PASSAGE

A. THE TEXT IN GENERAL -

The generslly accepted text used in this study is the-
Greek text prepared by Professor'ﬁberhard Nestle,D.D, of
Maulbronn, first published by the Bible Society of Wurtem-
berg at Stuttgart in 1898, Its latest text was published
in England under Dr. Nestle's supervision in 1904, This
text is a resultan£ of a collation of three of the princi-
pal rescensions of the Breek Testament of the latter half |
of the 19th century, thése of Tischendorf, Westcott and
Hort, and Bernard Weiss. "

In the paésage in Romans under discussion, there is'né
serious textual problem. There are & number of minor tex-
tual differences, but the meaning of the passage is not
greatly altered by the various readings.

B. SPECIFIC TEXTUAL PROBLENS
1. " é?’éA”/s’"(verse 20).
Nestle, in his text, uses " C:?’ EAmi'st "y, but he cites
the variant reading nET EATISIN gg given in the Textus
Receptus and the Revised Versions. But the former reading

is evidently to be preferred as it is found in the more
%k %k %k Kk % %k

1. Nestle's Greek New Testament, p. V.
=19=
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important early manuscripts - the Sinaiticus, the Codex
Vaticenus, the Codex Claromontanus, and the Codex Augien-
sis., This reading, which is strongly attested by tran-
seriptional evidence, is accepted by Tischendorf, and by
Westeott and Hort., Therefore it is most likely the true
reading,

2, " 6TI M op M SiaTI u (verse 21).

Nestle, departing from the Textus Receptus and the
Revised Version, accepts the reading " e'cf' éd ”/251/5,0’7, kol g
in hope because the creation . ." This reading is found
in the Sinaiticus', the Codex Claromontanus, and the Codex
Augiensis. Denney says that the "S! " may easily have
been omitted after "éA Irllél", and for this reason Weiss
and Tischendorf read NS0T N though most editors accept
noT ".1' The meaning of the Apostle remains the same
regardless of which reading is preferred since it is either
a statement of the content of the hope (that) or the reason
for the hope (because). Perhaps the reading with the best
authority back of it is that given by Nestle, nSioTM,

2 ¢ ~ . 2 \
3. MENOVTES yuers k«l dUTo[ 1, Mand not only so, but our-
selves also, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, even
we ourselves groan within ourselves. ." (verse 23).

* Kk 3k %k ok Xk

1. Denney: Expositort!s Greek Testament, Vol. II, p. 649,



Nestle merely changes the order of these words in the
variant reading which he cites: " K4l 7‘#675 d J”’,. ", Denney
says that the " ’2#675 " is omitted by the Codex Vaticarius,
a very reliable manuscript, as well as by some of the im-
portant cursives such as 31, 73, 93, and the Vulgate., In
the Codex Sinaiticus, Codex Alexandrinus, and Codex Ephra-
emi Rescriptus, and CGursive 47, the words are placed in
the same order as given by Nestle's text. This is the
reading adopted by Tischendorf, and by Westcoit and Hort
with ¢ qu,u.e“:s" in bracket‘s.l' Olshausen says that there
‘are many different textual readings for this verse, but the
thought remains the sam;e.z' Omission of the " ’f% €isi(ag
e.g. Weiss) does not change the thought, but its presence
in the text adds emphasis to the statement. Wherefore,
gsince it is supported by the important manuscripte¥ A C 47,

we accept the reading as given in Nestle's Greek Text.

4, 'f,éyaip /3A Emer T15 ’ T/ e’/\m;en‘, "For who hopeth for
that which he seeth(American fevised translatiom)".

There are meny readings given for this phrase. The
Codex Vaticanus reads: "éye‘m ﬂ/\énel Tis éATizer gn, ‘This
reading is adopted by Westcott and Hort. Godet accepts
the reading of the Textus Heceptus: " 0 y;‘{’ A4 E€mer T15,

* ok ok ok ok ¥k

1. Dénnéyt op. cit., p. 649.
2. Olshausen: Commentary on Romans, p. 294.



TI K eAnv;e4'“ Of this text, the "7T! " is wanting in
the Sinaiticus, and the " k<I" is omitted in the Graeco-
Latin texts: the Codex Claromontanus,‘Codex Augiensis, the
Vulgate, and the Peshitto(of the Syriac Version). Denney
says that "the reading of B (the Codex Vaticanus) is dif-

ficult and seems to have been partially amended in differ-

ent ways which are combined in the received text.""* The

'{ka:“ which is inserted in the Textus Receptus is found
in the Codex Sinaiticus, Codex Alexandrinus, Codex Eph~
raemi Reseriptus, and others of the Graeco-Latin texts.
So the evidence of the manuscripts is favorable to the ae-
ceptance of "ka/ " in the text of this verse. But, as
Olshausen suggests, " k4/" if it is to be inserted can
only read "also" or "besides". 2. Godet, discussing the
various readings says: - “

UThe Greco-Latin text, rejecting the ' Kal 1 y Tyeth,
31gn1f1es- TFor what one sees, why would he hope for"
The Sinaiticusg: *What one sees, he also hopes for?',

or 'does he hope for?' - a reading which in the con-
text has no meaning. The Vaticanus: 'What one sees,
does he hope for?' This is the reading which Vblkmar
prefers; for in regard to the Vaticanus he gives him-
self up to the same predilection with which he right-
ly charges Tischendorf in regard to the Sinaiticus.
This reading is impossible. It would require when
instead of what: 'When one sees, does he hope?

The 'k4i',yet, is by no means superfluous: yebt,
after sight has begun, along with sight, hope has no
more place." (3)

* ok x  k k%

1. Denneéy: op. cit., p. 650
2., Olshausen: op, cit., p. 294,
3. Godet: Commentary on Romans, p. 99 (vol. II)
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But this interpretation of the verse by Godet is contrary
to the thought of the context. The whole thought is con-
cerning that in the future which as yet is unseen and so
mast consist in true hope. Paul at this point is adding a
definition of hope, not stating that it is unnecessary
now with sight., This would make meaningless his previous
references to the subject of hope. So, we conclude that

4
"kal M is to be ineluded, but it is to be iranslated "also"

- rather than "yet" or Maftept, |
Some authorities accept " Umgu €ve in the place of
" éArT/gél", but this reading is assigned to the margin in
the Codex Sinaiticus, Codex Alexandrinus, and in Westcotit
and Hort we find " ((Jfro,u € ver along with the received text
in the marginal reading.l'
| * k Kk Kk Kk ok

1. Denngy:op,., cit., p. 650.



CHAPTER IV
THE EXEGESIS OF THE PASSAGE

"Have patience; it is fit that in this wise

The spirit purge away its proper dross,

No endless fever doth thy watches toss,

For by excess of evil, evil dies.

Soon shall the faint world melt before thine eyes,
And, all life's losses cancelled by life's loss,
Thou shalt lay down all burdens on thy cross,

And be that day with God in Paradise."

- George Santayana
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CHAPTER IV
THE EXEGESIS OF THE PASSAGE

A, ITS STRUCTURE

Up to this point we have glanced over the whole scope
of Paul's Epistle to the Romans. We have become orienta-
ted in the genersal relationships which exist between the
particular passage and its context. We have come to a de-
cision as to the textual readings of the original. It
will now be worthwhile to reread the verges under discus-
"sion to note the course of Paul's argument therein. Ob-
serve how logical is his treatment as he writes:

"For I reckon that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed to usward. For the earnest
expectation of the creation waiteth for the revealing
of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected
to vanity, not of its own will, but by reason of him
who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself
also shall be delivered from the bondage of corrup-
tion into the liberty of the glory of the children

of God. For we know that the whole creation groaneth
and travaileth in pain together until now. And not
only so, but ourselves also, who have the first-fruits
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within our-
selves, waiting for our adoption, to wit, the re=-
demption of our body. For in hope were we saved: but
hope that is seen is not hope: for who hopeth for
that which he seeth? But if we hope for that which
we see not, then do we with patience wait for it."(1)

Casual observation shows that this brief passage of

only 125 words fairly bristles with conjunctivefarticles,

* &k ok ok ok Xk

1. Romans 8:18-25 (American Revised Version).
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of which we find 18 used altogether. Indeed, this is a
very marked characteristic of Paul's writings. The nar-
rative style of the Gospels flows along with itsAsimple
connectives and adversative conjunctions, but Panl's
works abound in uses of specifically argumentative par-
ticles such as ")/d'p wy oo 03\/", " 36,", and " XM« ", which
show a sequence and relationship of thought. The most
prominent conjunction used here by Paul is "ywk‘h. Note
that in the entire eighth chapter it is used 17 times,
along with numerous other conjunctions.

Now, in verses 18-25, the course of Paul's argument
can best be traced by following his various ideas intro-
duced by " )/d,f". From a reading of these verses in their
context, it is evident that Paul is concerned here with
the thought of final redemption. His last thought in the
preceding verse(17) is that the children of God are heirs
and joint-heirs with éhrist, who shall also be glorified
with Him, But being glorified with Him also means suffer-
ing with Him. This thought brings to Paul's mind the con-
trast between the present sufferings of the world and the
hope of future glory with Christ. Godet .rejects the gen-
erally accepted view that Paul is here giving a series of
consolatory themes for those who suffer, in which verses
18-25 give the preponderance of future glory over present
sufferings; verses 26-27, the aid of the Hely Spirit; and

verses 28-30, the working together of all things for the
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good of those who love Goa.l* He maintains that there
"are but two ideas .repre‘sented here: +the present condition
of suffering in the world, and the certainty "of the
perfect accomplishment of the glorious plan eternally
conceiv_ed by God for our giory."zf The transition point
between the two ideas is the " QZ’sg‘gez $é" of verse 28.
.LRg for this passage, versés 18-25, it is commonly
agreed and easily seen that there is a present situation
of suffering, but it is suffering used ss an argument by
Paul to point to the great thought in his mind concerning
the future glorified state of Final Redemption. The out-
line of his thought is clearly portrayed by a succession
of ¥ \/qf) ‘g", These are found in verses 18, 19, 20, 22,
24, The argument is introduced in v. 18 by “Aa\/:;o/adl )l-y“
"for I reckoﬁ". This “ /q/) " points back to Paul's men-
tion of "suffering" and "glory" in verse 17, and serves
merely as a connecting thought. Then he goes on to say
in the remainder of the verse: "I reckon that the suffer-
ings of the present are not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed to us-werd." In this
verse, then, Paul introduces the two ideas of his argument:
present suffering, end future glory. These ideas are
supported by a series of statements introduced by " / q//o 'f

%k k ok %k ok Kk 3k

1. Godet - Commentary on Romans, p.86(vol. II)
2. Ibid.
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in verses 19-22, The whole creatioh is in a present
state of” suffering‘ 'and is "anxiously awaiting" deliverance,
But at this point, the series of "}/’q/rﬂ ‘s" supporting the
statement in verse 18 is interrupted by the phrase " o o
ﬂolvov ,se,,oi,\,l;. Kot I s and not only so, but also . ,"(v.23)
Now Paul shifts from the idea of all nature in a state of
suffering to the thought that even believers who are of
ithe first-fruits of the Spirit" are likewise in & state
of suffering, awaiting final redemption. This idea is
supported by two remaining " \/o}/pés "y both found in verse
24, The first introduces the reason for the believers
groaning, and the second is an explanatory statement in
which Paul defines the nature of hope as a reason for the
groaning of the believer,

The argument as seen in the structure of this passage
might then be presented as follows:

(V. 17 - There is to be a future glory for the sons
of God.)

’ ’
v. 18 - WY/4p 1" the sufferings of the present and the
ory of the future are not to be compared.
This glory is to be revealed to 'us-ward".

A. v, 19 - " y "f " - Creation await.s the reveal-
ing of the sons of God.

v, 20 - "/ayl[) " Creation was subjected
to vanity.

v, 22 - "Z‘(P " we know that
it is in a state of
corruption,

B, v. 23 - Believers also groan for full glory.
2o4a33
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Ve 24 - "Y9p " they are not fully redeemed, but
only in the realm of hope.

v. 24b -"Y%f" hope is yet future.

{
v. 25 - "€ in hope of future redemption, man
endures present suffering.

Paul has presented his argument for'final redemption
on the grounds that: the whole creation is under the bon-
dage of corruption and, figuratively speaking, is groaning
for deliverance from its sbnormal state of affairs; crea-
tion will share in the blessings of the children of God in
their final giory; but redeemed man is also in a state of
waiting for complete redemption. Since this is a future
event, he awaits in hope. (For a complete survey of the
structure of this passage see the accompanying diagram on

page 31.)



T_ A DIAGRAM OF ROMANS 8:18-25

" y%ﬁ “(For) "I reckon That(orv) Sufferings V.S. Glory.
B . (1)Present - Fulure.

(2)Not worthy .to be

.compared,
W%b#L“(EQE)
J

"The earnest Expectation of the KT
vealing of the sons of God."(v.19)

“#’p__‘.«‘.‘ ,
"the creation was subjected to wanity -(not of its own will,
but

by reason of him who
subjected it)

the re-

(For) verse 20.

"in Nope that"

"the creation also shall be delivered from the bondage of
corruption into the libepty of the glory of the children
of God."(verse 21) ,

"QEQL" (For) verse 22.

"We know that the whole creation groaneth and travalleth
in pain together until now.“
" av "(and not only so)
dl T (but also)
"we ourselves who have the 1rst-¢ruits of the Spirit,even
we groan within ourselves waiting for our adoption, the
redemption of our body."* (v.23)

¥5Q " (For) verse 24,

"in h0pe were we saved, but(éé)hope that is seen 1s)not hope"
" 1 (for
"who hopeth/fbr that which he
seeth?"

f
" S5¢ " (But) verse 25.

"if we hope for that which we see not(then) we with patience
wait for it."
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B. THE LEXICAL PROBLEMS

Tn the study of any passage, there are certain terms
and phrases which need elucidation. Especially is this
true in the study of another language in which certain
words have a usage peculiar to the thought of the times
and the people. Having examined the structure of Romans
8:18-25, let us undertake a study of the same section in
the light of its particular phraseology. Such a study of
the lexieal problems may well be grouped as follows: (1)
A study in calculated contrasts(verse 18), (2) A study of
" Kr/fvs y creation" in this section (verses 19-22), and

(3) A study of the position of the Christian believer.,

l. A Study In Contrasts.

Paul introduces this section of his Epistle with the
word "Aoyv%¢au", "I reckon' or "I calculate". This word
is used 27 times in the Pauline Epistles. As its deriva-
tion suggests, it expresses the idea of calculation, to
reckon inwardly and count up or weigh the reasons.l° As
used in this instance it might best be translated: "I
judge after calculations made". It is not merely an opin-
ion or s guess that Panl is making, but a statement based
on evidence for and against, With this thought of calcu-

® k% k% % *

F
1. From "A°y 05 n _ g gtrictly used word of numerical cal-
culation, "to count","reckon', "compute"(Liddell& Scott)
(For typical uses in Romans, see 3:28, 14:14.)
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lation, Paul states the content of his reasoning in terms
of a contrast. The "sufferings of this present time (T«
2 evl’,u.c 74 ToD Vv kaped" are placed over against " the

glory which shall be revealed(Tivu eddovrav so69v wno-
/"‘/‘”79“2"’“’)"' And in this contrast, there is no balance;
the former is not even worthy to be placed in comparison

with the latter.

a. "7 WdGV;/Lde ToU VOV KdipoJ, the sufferings of this
present time"; and " TI:)V/u EAN oV TAY S0V Jﬂokm«faiim, the
glory which shall be revealed",

" Trwv[;urd\" may refer to any state of suffering, af-
fliction, calamity, evil, or misfortune. It presents no
problem of interpretation. Likewise, in the other term
of the contrast, " amo k-\z\utpeﬁvu" presents no difficulty.
It may mean "to uncover', "to lay open what has been
veiled or covered up", or "to disclose". '

"700 yov kai1psdtt ig translated "of this present time
in the American Revised. The idea in ™ Kev/)ols " is that of
"a measure of time". As opposed to U )/IMIVDS "y it is " a
definitely limited portion of time" whereas "X ,001/05" is
time in general with the thought of dquration.”' ViV,
when joined to a substantive gives the idea of the present.

k ¥ Xk ¥ kX

1. Thayer: Lexicon, p. 62.
2. Ibid., p. 318,



So, Paul is saying that the tribulations and sufferings
through which we pass in the present life of the flesh,
when placed over sgainst the thought of the '"glory which} v
shall be revealed" are not even worthy to be placed in the
same balance. "ux« €Al ovrdv', together with "Jﬂol@,by;pa{ﬁ P "
found here in this unusual order, expresses and emphasizes
the futuri‘by.l' Thayer says that this phrase speaks of
"things, previously non-existent coming into being and to

2.
view,"

2 2/ .
b. "ouk 4g/X Tpos 4, not worthy to be compared".
/
" iglvs "(from "o(yu), dgw ", therefore, "drawmg
down the scale"), has the thought of weight, whence has

come the similar thought of worth or value .~3'

/7 s/
n Tipos', when used after adjectives such as "dg/os",
gives the thought of comparison. Winer writes thus:

" 'Trpos', the rule 'after', 'according to', which one
is guided (Lk. 123473 Gal. 2 143 2 Cor., 5:10), and
hence the standard accordlgg to whlch a comparison is
instituted, as in Romans 8:18 . . ., compared to as
if applied to a standard of comparison."(4) :

Paul, then, is saying that the sufferings of the present
time "are of no weight in comparison with the glory; are
not to be put on an equality with the glory."s' This view

* X x  k- %k %

1. Denney.op. cit.y, p. 649,
2. Thayer: op. cit., p. 62,
3. Ibld-, P 52,

4, Winer: op. cit.; p. 405,
&, Thayer: op. cit., p. 52.
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sgrees with Godet's summary: | -
"Consequently, the Apostle means that when he com-
pares the miseries imposed on him by the present
state of things with the glory awaiting him in the
future, he does not find that the former can be of
any welg t whatever in the balance of his resolu-
tlons." ‘ B o

By means of this calculated contrast, themn, Paul intro-

- duces this section of His Epistle to the Romans dealing

with the two main thoughts of future glory and present

suffering. But always the present state of affairs is

subordinate to that of the glory to be revealed, toward

which all things point. For "the splendour of this future

triumph of Christ and His‘Church will far outweigh their

2e
present despised and suffering condition.™

2., The "Creation" In Thig Section. U'kT‘uTIS") )

A study of the meaning of Paul's phraseology in the
section 19-22 is best approached by an examination of the
significance of " KTWBVS" as it is used here. This word
is found four times in these four verses, and may be
classed as follows: (1) Its attitude of Expectant Waltlng
(verse 19), (2) The Reason For This Attitude - Its Sub-
jection To Vanity(verse 20), (3) The Content of its Hope-
Deliverance From the Bondage of Corruption(verse 21), and

k %k ok ok Xk *

1. Godet: Cormmentary on Romans, Vol. II, p., 87.
2. Shedd: Commentary on Romans, p. 249.
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(4) Its Evident Existing Condition - A Groaning in gll ;ts
parts for Deliverance from its Corruption(verse 22). An
examination of the Apostle's use of‘"krwhﬂﬂ'“dll thgg'bg
followed by a review of its relation to the other phrases

in verses 18-22,

2. "le%VS "(verses 19, 20, 21, 22). , ‘
Thayer informs us that " KTIeist is used in Greek
writings to refer to the "aet of founding", "establishing
or building". TIt may be used either individually of the
thing created or collectively as "the sum or aggregate of
created things". He cites Romans 8:19-21 as referring,;o
"the aggregate of irrational creatures, béoth animate and
inanimate, (what we call nature )".l " In defense of his
position, Thayer refers to Revelation 3:14;Mark 10:6, 13:
193 and Z2Peter 3:4. -
However, the meaning of the term is not so readily
determined by all authorities. While it may be used
generally as either the act of creation (Romans }:ZO)Hor
the thing or things created (Romans 1:25, Hebrews 4:13,
Romans 8:39), there is much difference of opinion as to
the sense in which Paul uses it here., It is possible'fpr
the term to denote all of nature and all of mankind, the

% k% %k ok ok Xk

1. Thayer: op. cit.y, p. 363,
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aggregate of all that has been created. Thus, Olshausen
regards it as "not merely our earth or our solar system,
but the totality of all creation (oUpavss ka ya = Y
137;3@{31, the spiritual and material world) must be
understood.“l° "k7f¢15" may also be more restricted in
its meaning to include only ,according to various inter-
preters, mankind, or Christian believers, or non-Christian
portions of mankind,or bad angels and spirits. Riddle
sums up these different explanations as follows:
1. The natural and spiritual world,
2. Inanimate creation, o
3. Animate creation - Humanity, unconverted heathen, the
Jewish people, Gentile Christians,
Jewish istians, and Christians
in general, '
4, Tnanimate and animate nature (dlstlnct from humanity),
5. The material world surrounding man (Tholuck), and
6. The whole creation, rational as well as 1rratlonal. (2)
Our problem is to find out which of these explanations is
the most satisfactory in the light of Paul's usage, and in
the present context. ‘ o
In the first place, we observe that the believers are
to be excluded because the "ecreation" is said to be waiting
for the revealing of the sons of God(verse 19). Again in
verse 23, the believers are referred to as forming a class
by themselves, "ourselves also (in addition to the creation)
who have the first-fruits of the Spirit"., We must also
X ok ok ok k%

1. Olshausen: op. ¢it.y, P. 287
2. Riddle: Lange's Commentary on Romans, DP. 269,
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exclude unbelieving men, because they do not wait expec-
tantly for the "glory which shall be revealed". So, if
it does not apply either to "believers" or to "unbeliever$"5
it must be concerned with the creation apart from mankind.
This appears probable when Panl says that the "creation'
was subjected to vanity, not of its own will(verse 20)".
It is that part of creation which was forced to partake
of corruption against its will. o
Objections have been raised to making "kvw%vsﬂ_refe?
to the world of nature because it is unable to "groan" and
long for a future state of glory. But it is altogether
possible for Paul to be writing here in figurative lan-
guage, Hodge says that Paul writes here not as a philos-
opher, but in the "unsurpassed langusge of the poet'. "It
is not written in metre, but it is poetical in the highesp
degree."l' It is a very common thing for Biblical writers
to personify the world of nature(Ezekiel 31:15, Isaiah 24:
7,20423). With the prophets of old, Paul views the whole
universe as being in such a state as to ecry out for de~
iiverance. Chrysostom says that the Aposple "personifies
the world just as the prophets do when they make the f;opdé
clap their hands."2° Paul is to be understood here in a

figurative sense as he personifies the "KkTITis", the ir-

¥ % ok ¥ ok kK

1, Hodge: Commentary on Romans, p. 343.
2. @ifford: Bible Commentary on Romans, p. 155.
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rational creation, animate and inanimate, in a state of
longing for a time of release and restoration. _

Tn summary, we see that the scope of " KTI¢/s" ig
limited as follows:

1. Voluntary creatures, men and angels, are excluded
by the "ouy {coad t (verse 20),

2. Unregenerate men are excluded by the element of
"expectant waiting" (verse 19)

3. Christians are excluded by reference to verse 23
where they are included in another group.

4, Happy spirits of other worlds after death are ex-
cluded because they are not "subject to vanity".

With Beet and others then, we conclude that " xTio/st ig
here used by Paul to refer to the "entire world around us,
living and lifeless, man alone excepted; what we call

Nature, this looked upon as a work of God." te

b. Expectant Waiting. o
~ Verse 19 - "JTMk‘-t/MSok:'.n- o o el,ﬂekSelxeun for the egarnest

expectation of the creation waiteth for the revealing of

the sons of God,"

In this verse, both the noun and the verb are used to
expreés the attitude of '"eager longing" and "expectancy".
" Jnokag/)d sokixy expectation" is a Greek term composed of
three elements: " k-(//a-s", the head; "Sokew™, "to wait for,

L I I T T .

1. Beet: Commentary on Romans, p. 235.
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espy"s; and "an“', "from', "from afar'. Thus the whole
word has the significant meaning: "to wait with the head
raised, and the eye fixed on that point of the horizon
from which the expected object is to eome."1° The "dmo !
also adds the element of time with the thought of "an-
xious snd persistent expectations".z' This noun is found
only in the writings of Paul and occurs there only in this
verse and in Philippians 1:20, The verb, "Jﬂekse}eray“,
"longeth tor" , is similar to the noun, being composed of
three elements: "Sékgﬂdl", "to receive";"ék“, "out of
the hands of''s amﬂ"éni", "from","from afar". Its com-
posite meaning is: "to receive somethiﬁgjfrom the hands
of one who extends it to you frem afars"a' So, the verb
and the noun together give a very vivid deseription of the
expectant attitude of the present suffering creation which
anxiously awaits the glorious future. Godet says of it:

"What a plastic representation! An artist might make
a statue of hope out of this Greek term." (4)

Material nature is personified as eagerly expectiﬁg and
ewaiting some future event., This in itself might be called
a witness to the fact of a future gléry swaiting the sons
of God., So is it interpreted by Shedd:

%* % % %k X

1. Godet:op. cit.y p. 88,
2. Thayer: op. cit.s p. 62,
3. Godet: op. cit., p. 88.
2, Ibid., p. 88,
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UThe earnestness with which the 'creature' expects

the future epiphany is proof that it certainly will

occur; otherwise the longing would be a mockery." (1)
The fact that all of creation is so transient and perish;
able in its present state supports the belief in Paul's
thought that the whole of nature is "eagerly awai{.ing" a
day when it will share in the liberty of the '"'glory" to be
revealed to the children of God.

The attitude of creation, or nature, is not one of
vague expectancy, a waiting in hopes that -something will
happen to improve its position. It waits for a definite
event, " Thv dTokdAv Y1V Thv viDv Tol Geod the revealing
of the sons of God." This is the same thought expressed
in verse 18. The glory which shall be revealed already
exists in Christ, but it is yet to be fully bestowed upoﬁ
the believer, Paul demonstrates here that though we are
saved spiritually, we are far from being saved out.wardly‘.
For this reason there must be a future revealing of God's
glory to His children. It is for this glorification of
the sons of God that the natural creation waits.

¢. The Reason for Waiting - "Subjection to Vanity".
"Th /LdeH;T\z'rl ((JTTGT«IyQ- e« « Sia TOV &no*rd'gavn( s For

the creation wasg subjected to vanity, not of its own will,

* kK ok ok X

1, Shedd: Commentary on Romans, p. 250.
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but by reason of him who subjected it, in hope,"(verse 20)

An expectant attitude is not found with‘greéx inten—v
sity of feeling unless it have some great cause for its
expectation. So with thev"kwv}vs", it would not be eager-
1y looking with outstretched head, waiting for the reveal-
ing of the sons of God if it did not have some good cause
for such an attitude., Paul writes that the creation was
"unwillingly subjected to #anity“.

'vuavuaJrqs“ is very rarely found in secular writings.
It occurs frequently~in“£he'Septuagint,»but*only three
times in the New Testament (Romans 8:20, Ephesians 4:17,
and 2 Peter 2:18), This substantive suggests "either ab-
sence of purpose or failure to attain any true purpose., "
(Robinson, Eph. D. 189)1' Thayer says that it is used
in this instance in the gense of frailty or "want of vi-
gor!t, 2. ‘The adjective "/JJ}w/as"~expresse9jthe'conditian
of anything "devoid of force', "useless", or "to no pur-
pose', In the Septuagint, this word is often used for
the Hebrew " ?;}?P'. Dénﬂ& says that "the idea is that of
looking for what one does not find"- hence futility, frus-
tration, and disappointment. He cites examples from Ec-
clesiastes (1:2, 12:8, 2:1, 2:15, 6:4) in which the term
“ﬁ*w7d15775,#dr4lorérwv"’ "the vanity of vanities", is

*k %k %k ok Kk Ok

1. Moulton & Milligan: Vocsbulary of the Greek W.T., p.39l,
2, Thayer: op. cit., p. 393.
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the complaint of the utter vanity and resultlessness of
life.l' ¥gin brought this doom on creation; it made a
pessimistic view of the universe inevitable;“l' The same
idea is expressed later in verse 21 and will be dealt with
further in that connection. Here suffice it to say that

" Udr41 0Ty s " means the "superficial, intangible, and de-
ceptive appearance; the perishable and doomed to destruc-
tion having the show of reality."z'

"Umerdyn" is the aorist referring back to a definite
time in the past. The root meaning of the verb is to
"place under" or to "subordinate". It comes from the verb
MU0 - Tdoo wil meaning "to station under" or "to put in a
certain place”, "'rivoum, "to station" is similar to the
Hebrew " /750","to place" (Matt. 8:93 Luke‘7:8)3' In the
passive,“&fTGTJyn.“ as used here expresses the thought of
the creation placed in subordination to the order of cor-
ruption(l Cor. 15:27; Romans 8:20; Hebrews 2:5; Phil. 3:21;
1 Peter 3:22).

But the difficulty in this verse is not concerning the
interpretation of the individual words, but rather concern-
ing the meaning of the whole thought of "creation made sub-
jeet to vanity". When did it occur? Who was the First Cause?

% Xk %k %k ok Xk

1, Denny%Expositor's Greek Tegstament, p. 649.
2. Riddle: Lange's Commentary: Romans, p. 271.
3. Thayer: op. cit., pages 615, 645,



Paul says that it was an unwilling subjection of the
creation. It came to pass because of the one subjecting
it (Jnord%a&ra). Riddle~says that the "*simplest gram-
matical as well as logical interpretation accepts the verb
as passive, with a reference to God as 'Him who subjected

lo o ’
the same'." This interpretation is accepted by most of
the commentators (Meyer, Tholuck, Hodge, De Wette, Alford,
et. al.). Some make "UmoT«gdvra " refer to man, to Adam
as the first man, but, as Alford suggests, the verb im-
plies a conscious act of intentional subjugation. This
would"not“bthhe'case'if Adam were the one subjecting the
creation to its bondage of corruption. Alford remarks:

"The accusative (indicating the mowing, rather than

the evident cause) is in keeping with the Apostle's

reverence; thus removing the supreme will of God to

a wider dlstance from corruption and vanity. Meyer

suggests that the absence of any explanatory cause

presupposes a well-known subject; God had subjected -

it. Jowett makes Christ the subject: 'on account of

whose special work the creation was made subject'."(2)
But this interpretation seems to be stretching the elasti-
city of a text too far. Olshausen says that the KT s"
is "subjected by God who gave the curse in Genegis 3:17%,
but it was an unwilling subjection because the ecreation
"did not perceive the purpose of the divine'managgment,"a'
Congidering the use of,tﬁe aorist tense, this latter ex-

* %k ok %k ok ok

1. Riddle: Lange's Commentary on Romams, p. 271.
2. Alford: Footnote in Lange's Commentary, P 271,
3. Olshausen: op. cit., p. 293.
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planation is most satisfactory, that the creation's sub-
jection was part of the same disturbance in Nature att‘__end-»
ing the sin of Adam, when the ground was cursed for Adam's
sin. The "innnediate ‘cause may be’ regarded as man, but the
subjection was wfought’by ‘God. So Nature was made subject
to vanity, of which Godet says: - .
"The vanity to which nature is subject is the frailty
to which all earthly beings are subjected., !Every-
where', says M. Reuss, 'our eyes meelt images of death
and decay; the scourge of barrenness, the fury of the
elements, the destructive instinets of beasts,the
very laws which govern vegetation, everythmgm gives
nature a-somber hue',." (13
Such a reign of death cannot be the natural state of God's
creation. With Paul, we too can see Nature grqaningmunder‘
a curse which it could not have willingly inflicted upon
itself, Mora11y5 nature is free and so could not be cursed
for its own sins. But it was made subject to vanity "be-
cauge' or-‘on account of" the will of God, who subjected
it to vanity. And just because of its unwilling subjection
and the fact that it was God who willed its subjection, the
creation submitted to this state of corruption "in hope".
The hope consists in the belief that one day, even as man
has been responsible for its curse, so he will be instru-
mental in bringing back its former state of liberty. So the
creation waits, but it waits in hope because of "him who
subjected it",

® Kk Kk ok ok Xk

1. Godet: 0P Cito,_ Po 90.
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d. The Content of Hope - Deliverance From Bondage (v.21).
" v‘l kn’ms é’f\éuée/ww{&e ;I'dl 0;773 T6s SOUﬂl\ eids r%)‘s n%“,s
€ls T»\;v €Aev ® €p 19V TRS So§ns T@Ev Tékvwy Toi den that the
creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage
of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the child-
ren of God,"
(1) "€XevOepwhyocrsy shall be delivered." |

We ‘have seen thalt the subjection of creation to vani-
ty was accompanied by an awakening hope. This hope is
centered in the future when the sons of God will be re-
vealed in their complete glory. The "k*r:' ¢I1s " expects to
share in the benefits of this coming event. At that time,
it will be set free from its bondage of corruption.

"6)1)6066,0 w67’a~eral ", "to make free', '"set at liberty",
"to liberate from bondage", is the verb used by Paul to
describe either the content or the cause of the hope of
creation. Even as "warsssTns " and "Soe4" are placed in
antithetical relationship to each other, so ) éuBEIowévE -
rere/* ig in contrast with the previous verb "01_1 era’yq",
"was made subject'. So as man was responsible for creation's
subjection, in like manner his glorification shall be the
occasion for creation's liberation from bondage.
(2) "dmrd Ths Soudeids THs ?60/.\&‘5 s from the bondage of

corruption."

Mgoulei 4" means "“slavery","bondage", "the condition
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of a slave". "In the New Testament it is used with refer-
ence to degradatien and unhappiness, thraldom spiritual
or moral.“l'

“990 /o&‘s ", "eorruption", "destruction", "perishing",
is uvsed in the ‘Christian sense as "the loss of salvation",
and "“eternal'misery"'.‘z" Paul obviously uses it in the
sense of "decay", "'corz'*uptibility", or "mortality" (Acts

13:34, Galatians 6:8). In Corinthians, he uses it as the

corruptible, perishable substance 3

The whole phrase, '"the 'bongage of éorruptian", has a
similar meaning to, that of "subjection té vanity"(v. 20).
Dennjy describes the "W Sovdeid THs poo pis’ 1 ggy |

"A system in which nothing continues in one stay, in
which death claims evrything, in which there is not
even an analogy to immortality, is a system of
slavery - in subjection to 'vanity', with no high
eternal worth of its own. From such a condition
creation is to be emencipated; it is to share in the
liberty which belongs to the glory of the children
of God. VWhen man's redemption is complete, he will
find himself in a new world matching with his new
condition (Isaigh 65:17, 2 Peter 3:13, Revelation
21:1). This is Paul's faith and the sighing of cre-
ation attests it." (4)

Beet says that the creation was condemned to uselegs toil,
2 state of fruitless effort which was not its original

. Se
destiny, but a result of man's sin, So Nature is pre-
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l. Bagster: Greek-English Lexicon, p. 106,107.
2. Thayer: op. cit., p. €52,

3. I Corinthians 15:42,50,

4. Denny:Expositor's Greek Testament, p. 649.
5. Beet: Commentary on Romans, p. 236.



vented from attaining her true glory and perfection,
being in bondage to the existing state of corruptibn,
decay, and mortality.
(3) "eis TRV édev Bep Tav TS Se&ns Tav Yékvwv Tod Gesvy iNtO
the liberty of the glory of the children of God." ;
Nature®s hope consists in more than a mere liberation
from corruption in any general sense. It is to be a de-
liverance "into", as well as a deliverance "from", neign
‘points toward, or directs attention to when used with the
accusstive,’*
"€Aevbe P /%« " hag the same sense as the verb previous-
1y discussed.2°‘ Riddle says that the construction of this
phrase is pregnant. We may supply: "k« KdTdorqgyrerss®
or “él,O’o{)’ 87,0'67"0(1 ", "ghall be brought" or "introduced in-
to".a' Some have translated this to read: “the glorious
liberty", which is not even grammatically correct since
" ;So/gq $ " is in the genitive case. Again Riddle reminds
us that the most prominent idea of the phrase becomes mére-
1y attributive if translated "glorious liberty" AT
not “glorious liberty", although that may be true, but it
is thé #liberty of the glory of the childremn of God." By
this, Paul does not say that nature will participate in the

¥ %k Kk Kk k ok

1. Dana & Mantey: Manual of Greek Grammar, p. 103.
2, Page 46,
3. Riddle: op. cit., p. 272.
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seme glory as the children of God, but it may lay claim to
liberty as one of the elements of the glory. What this
will be, Godet explains thus: '
"It expresses the unchecked development of the free
expansion of all the powers of life, beauty, and
perfection, wherewith this new nature will be en-
dowed." (1}
By this he does not mean to infer that the individual
things of nature will return to life, but that the new
nature will be completely different from the old system in
its constitution and laws. ‘ o
Gifford makes the same interpretation when he speaks
of this liberty as the "full and perfect development of
all the faculties and powers of our nature”, in which the
"kT/¢L5"~also shall undergo a similar change and become a
fit scene for the glory of God's children. From an ancient
source he Quoteszz‘
"In those days shall the whole creation be changed for
the better, and return to its pristine perfection and

purity, such as it was in the time of the first man
before his sin." (3)

e. Nature's Existing Condition - Groaning in Pain,
Although the /s " lives in hope of future glpry,
in its present condition it is yet in an unhappy and pain-

* %k %k %k ok %k

1. Godet: op. eit., P. 92,

2, Gifford: Bible Commentary, p. 186.

3. Quotation from R. Bechai Shulcham Orba, f. 9, column 4,
quoted by Reiche.
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ful state. "W KTICIS ToveTEVAFE/ Kal Govw siver &;;[/
Tol viv n, "For we know that the whole creation grosneth
and travaileth in pain together until now."(verse 22)

The prepesitian"vdvﬁ;is prefixed to both vefbé,
which, according to Godet, "refers to the concurrence of
all the beingsof nature in this common groaning." L.
"TUVWTévaEél", "to groan together®, is used by Paul to
express the universal and unceasing cry of the "kTiFist,

It merely continues the same thought of creation under the
bondage of corruption., But Paul is confident that this
condition is one day to give wey to order and liberty, more
in accord with the original plan of the Creator. Beet says:

"The present state can only be accounted for by the

supposition that it is temporary, preparatory for

something more consistent with its original destiny."(2)
"govw Sivelt, "travaileth in pain together®, is likewise
prefixed by the preposition “Oﬂ;V", "together with",
Denney says that the force of this preposition as used here
is " not that we sigh and are in pain, end creation along
with us; but that the whole frame of creation, all its
parts together, unite in sighing end in pain.. . . In
"vokusfvef" there is the suggestion of the travail out of

which the new world is to be born." 3f Thayer bears out

¥ ok ok kK *

1, Godet:s op. cit., p. 93.
2. Beet: op. cit.y p. 237,
3. Denney: op. cit., pP. €80,
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this idea when he defines the verb as meaning "to feel the
pains of travail with", or ”befin'travai1~together". He
cites this passage as referring to the several parts of
1.
which creation consists. Godet likewise says that this
verb expresses more than the verb "qurveV«%e/", “grosning';
it is effort and travail in birth. He continues:
"It seems as if old Nature bore in her bosom the germ
.0f a more perfect nature, and, as the poet says,
*feels in her womb the leaping of a new universe®."(2)
Beet suggests that Paul here is speaking of "Nature’é |
agony as 'travail?!, as pangs soon suddenly to cease at the
3.
birth of a new earth and heaven (John 16:21)." Thus,
we see that "TuywS$IVel " not only has an element of pain
connected with it as does "'Tuvvrévelljél", but it also has a
note of hope. ©Olshausen remarks that:
"The 'quvwsivél ' therefore indicates indeed on the
one hand the greatest height of pain, but on the
other it contains the intimatien also, that it
brings with it the secret cheer of not being purpose-
less. The birth pangs of the creature give life to
a new and fairer world." (4)
These verbs do not refer to the children of God for, in
transition, Paul says that it is not only the WkT/r/s M
but also "we groan within ourselves waiting for our adop-
tion." |
"X%x: ToU vOov ", "until now", is a phrase which

* %k %k ok Xk ok

1. Thayer: op. cit., p. 607. 3. Beet: op., cit., p. 237,
2. Godet: op. cit., p. 93. 4, Olshausen: op.V01;éa
Pe .



- -52-

apparently means "from the time when it was 'L;né’ro(l)nl',"
"from the first of time", or "without interruption'.

Godet says that it means "even after redemption is already
accomplished.! The domain of Spirit has been transformed
but not so the domain of nature.l" So, "until now", the
| creation has been suffering and in pain. From the time
when it was made subject to the bondage of corruption even

unto the time when it shall be released is included in the

/ -~ -
phrase ";‘(’I' rod vavr ",

3. The Believing Christian (verses 23-25).

Paul has completed his argument from the standpoint
of creation. He has shown that the natural world is in
"pain' and "travail®, anxiously awaiting its freedom from-
the bondage of corruption. Now he makes a transition to -
the believer himself, "And not only so (not only does
'tfhe creation groan and travail in pain), but ourselves

also.."(verse 23)

a. The Believer's Present High Condition. ,
"abrol THv drapxhv TOS mvevuaros Zrovres™s "(We) who have
the first-fruits of the Spiritt,.

(1) "6’5(01/ Tes "y "having®, or "though we have' defines the

% %k %k ok ok 3k

l. Godet: op. cit.y, p. 93.
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subject and expresses the thought that the believer, even
though he is privileged in having "the first-fruits of the
Spirit", still awaits a 'glory yet to be revealed", For
that reason, he, too, unites with Nature in groaning for
the final glory to be revealed.

(2) "y efrr«{fzn}v To0 1TV€U;«4T05, the first-fruits of the
Spirit."

Thayer says that “:m.yaylyl ", t*first-fruits", is used,
first, of persons consecrated to God in point of time pre-
ceding the rest (Christ is referred to as the "énjgzi"g
the first to be recalled from death, 1 Cor. 15:20);second,
of persons superior or excellent(Rev. 14:4); and third, of
those who have the first-fruits (of‘future7blessings) in
the Spirit. To this last division, he assigns Romans 8:2321'
The word "JVT%pyﬁ'“ itself contains the idea of future
harvest.

But, the phrase taken as a whole has been interpreted
in many wayss:

(1) The Barly Christians and Apostles had the "first-
fruits of the Spirit" and the full harvest will be the im-
partation of the Spirit to all Christians. ,

(2) Our present reception of the Spirit is only a
small portion as compared to the‘full’Outpouring,of'the

®x %k %k ok ok Xk

1. Thayer: op. cit., p. 54.



Spirit in the future Kingdom.

(3) The Spirit Himself is the gift of the "first-
fruits" (in apposition) of the final complete Christian
life. | ‘

Of'these'views,*the'firstmtwo~regard”"1TV6@?¢«T°$" as
partitive genitive, and the third as genitive of apposi-
tion. The first explanation (favored by De Wette, Kolhner,
Olshausen, and‘MEyer)~woula‘aésign to later Christians the
full harvest of the Spirit, which is certainly not the case.
Furthermore, this would seem to be irrelevant to the gene-
ral argument of the writer, His idea is that even believers
are waiting for a state of complete "“adoption', "the redemp-
tion of their body (verse 23)", The second explanation
(favored by Chrysostom, Huther, Calvin, Beza, Tholuck,
Philippi, Hodge, Alford, and Stuart) is more harmonious to
the Apostle's thought that the gift of the Spirit in the
present life is not the complete revelation of glory. The
greater glory is yet to come., It is for this that the be-
liever groans, even (or as Denney sugggsts%' because he
has thig foretaste of heaven; he groanS“with’intenSified
yearning for complete redemption) while he has the gift of
the Spirit. Riddle maintains that the partitive genitive
is the one commonly used in the New Testament following

*k Kk ok ok kK

1. Denneys op. cit., p. 650,
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"Jﬂwnxﬁ ".l' The third explanation is supported mainly
by Lange who feels that the Spirit in this case is the
"earnest" of our complete redemption (2 Cor. 1l:22). The
essential meaning of the second and third explanationé is
nearly identical. It is evident that Paul considers the
"first-fruits of the Spirit* to be not only a portion of
the complete harvest of the  same quality in the future,
but also that this self-same Spirit which is present in
this life is the "first-fruits" of the final outpouring

of the Spirit. The Spirit cannot differ in quality. So,
we accept "rmvevuaros " as the partitive genitive, in accor-
dance with its regular usage, but at the same time retain
its signiticance as genitive of apposition, The believer
has the "first-fruits of the Spirit", in which the "J"%%Y%"
is the present blesgsings of the Spirit., But this is nol
the complete outpouring of the Spirit which will be given
in the final " $664", As Lange observes, this will not be
*a new and higher outpouring of the Spirit, but . . the
perfect epiphany of the operation of the Spirit." 2

b. The Object of His Groaning - Adoption, Redemption of
the Body.
The same verb, "Vrevfjw", is used to describe the

* ok ok ok Kk ¥k

1. Lange: Commentary on Romans, p. 274.(foot-note by Riddle)
2, Lange: op. cit., p. 274,
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groaning of the believer as was used of the creation. He
"groans within himself" waiting for his adoption, which
is the redemption of the body from corruptibility and its
present state of mortality. Again; Paul uses the verb,
" a’nék.Sé'xo,we vol u, Wwait with longing® to describe the
attitude of the believer as he, too, looks to the future.
1) WUioserT /Ay ", “adoption", is the compound of nvios u
and "geris 'y meaning literally "an adopted son*., It is
used in the New Testament to denote God's relationship
between Himself and Israel, and also the nature and con-
dition of the true disciples of Christ who, through the
Holy Splrlt, have become '"sons of God"., Thayer adds:
Tt also includes the blessed state looked for in the
future lite after the visible return of Christ from
heavenj; hence 'd"nékcséXéq’B" viooeriav 1, 140 wait
for adoption'y i.e. the consummate condition of the
sons of God Whlch will render it evident that they
are the sons of God, Romans 8:23,"(1)
This is a very familiar term in the Greek papyri andi re-
minds us that Paul was meking use of a well-known term
when he used "000€0/dY" in the service of His Gospei..z'
What Paul is trying to mpart to his readers is that even
though tney have been partlally adopted, being made par-
takers in God's purpose and Spirit, still they are waiting
for complete and final adoption which will take place at

* %k %X  k k *

1, Thayers: op. cit.y p. 634.
2., Moulton & Milligan: Greek Papyri, p. 648.
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"the revealing of the sons of God" (verse 19). Alford
appropriately paraphrases the term: " awaiting the fulnegs
of our adoption:" 1

(2) " Thy d’TI'O/\JT/Jw IV ToU V“u;ad T0s »?,ua./, the redemption

of our body."

This phrase is in apposition to " vio Qﬁﬂzw“, because
it explains the nature of the "adoption" for which the
believer is waiting. It could be a second thing for which
we are waiting besides "adoption", but this is not so true
to the thought of the passage. Paul has written that the
believer is waiting his adoption. But the believer has
elready become a son of God and a "joint-heir® with Christ
(Romans 8:12-17). So, lest his readers misunderstand him,
Paul adds this additional phrase in apposition to explain
how Godf's children can be waiting for adoption. The 're-
demption of the body" is that which completes the adoption
and makes the believer an heir in full possession of his
legacy. This is alwayé Paul's teaching concerning the
final state of redemption( 2Cor. 5:4ff.) The believer is
"sealed unto the day of redemption" by the Holy Spirit
(Ephesians 4:30). ,

"c;Tro)u’T/ame " (from the verb " 4o Au-r/:o’uh', "to re-
deem by paying the price", "deliverance', "liberation")

* Kk Kk kK Xk
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reminds us of the "€A€vPepwWOIPETd) u of the creation. In
the New Testament~éense’as here used, it means the "deliv-
erance of the body from frailty and mortality". L rmie
is the only instance of the use of this phrase in the New
Testament. It signifies "redemptién in its absolute come-
pletion (as in 1 Cor. 1:30)". " This mesms that " the
state of the sons of God will not be fully realized in us
until there is added to the holiness of the Spirit, the
glory and perfection of the body‘as-well,"3' Paul does
not mean by this phrase that we shalﬂpe "freed from the
body". Such a view would be contrary to Paul's way of
thinking. His great hope is that he will one day have &
new body, one which is sbiritual‘and incorruptible. He
speaks of being clothed upon with life in the place of the
present mortality.é’ Only as the mortsl puts on immor-
tality will the believer become completely a son of God.
Meenwhile "even ourselves, who have the first-fruits of
the Spirit. . . groan within ourselves, waiting for our
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body (revised

version)."

¢. The Believer's Stedfastness in Suffering.

% % %k k%

1. Thayers: op. cit.y, p. 65,
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nSr Jﬂa/ao\/f?‘s T € K SE opmesaN s "Then do we with patience
wait for it." |

Paul has demonstrated that salvation in its final
sense is a matter of the future. It can be claimed at the
present, but only in the realm of hope. But the true na-
ture of hope is faith in the future attainment. In its
true sense it is such that it canpt be seen., Wherefore,
Paul argues that hope, whereby one is saved, is fixed on
something which cannot in the present state be grasped nor
acéuired. So we wait for that which we cannot now grasp.

"éneks§léueed. " again is used by the Apostle to por-
tray the earnestness and intense longing of the believer
for complete and final redemption.

n$1°" yused here with "&no/aovv}'s " expresses ''‘perse-
verance amid obstacles", "to hold out under a burden". It
is derived from "61T4'" and iaébui", literally "remaining
under, or "to persevere'! and "endure"%' It is used by
Jesus in the parable of the Sower where he characterizes
the good Christian as the one who hears the Word, holds it
fast, and brings forth fruit with patience (stedfastness).g
Paul writes of Wpatience" in all kinds of tfibulations.s‘
So the phrase used here denotes not only the idea of ac-
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companiment, but the state which characterizes all of the
period of waiting.l' Lange says that the element of con~
stancy is always prominent in this word. Here it means:
"Now, obliged as we yet are to hope withoutu seeing, wait-
ihg necessarily takes the character of patienceg“z' It is
‘the thought of perseverance to the end, "a brave holding
up and going forward in spité of hardship and enemies, in

13e Such is the attitude of

prospect of blessing to come.'
the normal believer whose waiting is based on hope.

As yet the believer is not fully redeemed; not in the
final position of the sons of God, but, with the great hope
held out before him of complete glorification, he may groan
within himself at the present status, but he holds on with
stedfast patience, the while his eyes are fixed on the dis-
tant horizon to catch the first glimpse of the coming of
the Son of God in all His Glory.

* % ok x Kk %
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C. THE SYNTACTICAL PROBLEMS

Hastily, we have exasmined the structure of Romans 8:
18-25, and with more leisure have studied the mesning of
the various words and phrases. It will now be profitable
in the closing section of this chapter to examine more
closely the grammatical relationships which exist within
the passage itself. What is the significance of the
various phrases introduced by " )'1,/’ ty S'5/", wddd "y and

o/
nOT/n ?
1. 74(J " (verses 18, 19, 20, 22, and 24).

a. The General Use and Meaning.

The conjunction " ‘ilf’“ isy in cultivated prose, the
most common causal particle and corresponds to the English
tfort, It is contracted from " / él“ andg " ;{lfaz ", expressing
originally a corroboration or assent in reference to what
precedes (o)g;o-z). From this fundamental meaning came its
causal force so that it now serves:

(1) to introduce explanatory clauses, rendered "that
is't,

(2) to show the relation of replies to what has gone
before as in John 9:30, where the Pharisees were
puzzled over Jesus' healing of the blind man. '
They said,"but as for this man, we know not whence
he is." Then the blind man answered, “why ( e;p)
herein is the marvel, " This illustrates the .
original import of the word where the reply re-
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/
fers to the statement of the Pharigees ( q;/acr )
and then subjoins an affirmation. . )

(3) ny4pn is often used in a series of phrases,
either of separate thoughts or of subordinate
clauses. (1)
4 .
“on )/ -3/0 " is most frequently used in the illative sense to
introduce a reason. "At such times it means 'for*. But

this translation has been greatly overworked."z'

b. ")/'4?" in verse 18, "/’oyllza/ad/ yq/,) s for I reckon."
Dana and Mantey cite this passage as an instance of

the use of ")’4% " for introducing a~~reasqn.3' The Christ-

ien believer is to partake of Christ's sufferings, but

they are not to be feared, 'for'", "the sufferings of this

present time are not to be compared" to the future glory
which shall be revealed. It serves as a connection between
this section and the preceding., Sanday says that the con-
nection lies in the contrast between "the privileges as
"gons of God' (verse 17) and the sufferings of the pre-
sent.">"  Paul then weaves this thought of suffering into
his main argument. Undoubtedly as he has been writing of
the privileges which his readers have as children of God
and joint-heirs with Christ, he remembers that they are
also forced to suffer with Jesus. Thinking of the suffer-
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ings which he hAS‘gone”through, Paul uses this important
element in the life of the Early Phristian to support his
argument. ﬂ

Some have connected‘")h&0"~with the preceding phrase
"suffer with him"; others to "glorified with him", Lange
is of’the~opinian'that"this’U/ib" refers to the whole
preceding thought. Alford is of like mind when he inter-
prets Paul's thought-thuss " I myself am one who have em-:
braced this course, being convinced that. ."1' Apparent-
ly Paul‘uses"yﬁk“ here to connect the whole thought of
vérses 18-25 with the preceding ideas of suffering and of
being glorified with Christ.

/ 4 > ' Pl 4
c. " yq/J"” in verse 19, "h JT 0 kg4 Sokiqeees 4TTe€ kSeyerar
For the earnest expectation of the creation waiteth for -
the revealing of the sons of God." 1In this case, fyé%"
might refer to either "the sufferings of this present
time (Godet) or to "the glory to be revealed". Godet, in

/

a summary of this use of‘fy1f",;says:
" ‘z;ﬁD' is usually made to refer to the idea of
glory yet to be revealed(verse 18)., This view is
supported either by the greatness of this glory (De
Wette, Hofmann), or by its certainty (Meyer), or by
its futurity (Philippi), or by the imminence of its
manifestation (Reiche). But not one of these affir-
mations is proved in what follows, Paul is demon-
strating the fact that if we are already saved spiri-

k ok %k ok ¥k %

1, Lange: Commentary on Romans, p. 269.



tually, we are far from being so also outwardly. In
Biblical language, as to the spirit, we are in the
age to come; as to the body, in the present sge.
The 'yqdp ¢ {herefore refers to the sufferings of this
present time. This strange discord forms the basis
of our present conditionj and that is what verse 19
demonstrates by the waiting attitude which all nature
betrays." (1)
From this argumeht, it appears that Godet is right. It
. 7/
is more 1ikely“that'the‘xy?0" refers to the sufferings
of the present than to the "glory which shall be revealed",
But is that Paul's emphasis? Is it not better to tsake
7
"yiﬂ“~as~referring“to the present situation of mankind in
its totality of suffering, yet with the added element of
a coming revelation of glory? Paul has stated in the
previous verse (18) that, according to his caleculated
judgment, the sufferings of the present time are not even
worthy of being compared to the "glory which shall be re-
vealed", Now, in proof of this calculation, he proceeds
to the first reason, namely, that the whole creation (9
k1i0/) is anxiously awaiting the revealing of the sons of
God. Perhaps there should be an emphasis on the futurity
of the glory, and on its grandeur, its certainty, or its
nearness. But, with Hodge, we conclude that:
"the main idea of v. 18 obviously is, that this future
glory transcends immeasurably the suttering of the

present state. All that follows tends to illustrate
.and enforce that idea." (2)

* % % % %k %

1, Godet: op. Cito, Pe 88.
2. Hodge: Commentary on Romans, p. 423.
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Whatever view may be tsken as to the place of the
emphasis, it is clear that the "Yi%" of verse 19 refers
back in an explanatory sense to.the whole thought of verse
18, that in the midst of present suffering, there is a
hope of future glory which makes it possible to endure the

present misery,

d. "Yﬂllo * in verse 20, " ,
For the creation was subjected to vanity."

Here,too, the %Yj}?" introduces an explanatory clause
showing the reason for the expectant attitude of the crea-
tion. The previous verse stated that the creation waits
for the revealing of the sons of God. Why should nature
be conceived as anxiously awaiting the revealing of the
sons of God unless it, too, will in some way benéfit by
the event? So, *nyi}" in this verse introduces a reason
for the expectant attitude of nature or creation which
continues its thought through verse 22, being strengthened
by a subordinate clause introduced by "/“ﬂd" in verse 22.
Creation is expectant becapse it was made subject to van-
ity, not of its own will, but by reason of "him who sub~
jected " it., This subjection was endured because of the
hope that the creation would one day be delivered. Paul
goes on to say that it is common knowledge that the crea-
tion is at present in a state of pain and travail which

is an abnormal condition(verse 22)., Hodge says that



verse 20 gives three reasons why the creation waits for
the revealing of the sons of God. They are: (1) It is
now subject to vanity. (2) This subjection was not
voluntary, but imposed by'Goa. (3) It was never designed
to be final.l. o

e. "/\/ql/o " in verse 22, "of.écf/uu/ )/q;o.., For we know that
the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain to-
gether until now."

As previously stated, this verse is subordinate to
the preceding verse, stating an explanation of the fact,
or a confirmation from experience, that the creation is
subject to vanity and longs for deliverance. It is most
plainly evident that the whole creation is "groaning and
travailing in pain"®. However, these are the "pains of
birth, and not of death (Calvin)“.z" Gifford says that
this verse furnishes proof of the reality of the hope of
deliverance(verse 21) from the present signs of pain and
travail, He goes on to remark:

e 07/.54/c evy if ' is an appeal to a common knowledge

of a condition of nature, analagous to that of a

woman in travail. Knowledge of the faci, which alone

is meant here, is derived from observation and ex-
perience: the knowledge of its dependence on man's

fall (v.20) is derived from revelation. The groaning
of creation is universal, consistent, and unceasing.

* % %k X k %

1., Hodge: op. cit., p. 429-430,
2. Ibid., p. 432,
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The whole creation groaneth together from the day of
its subjection until now. These pangs of a world in
travail cannot be unmeaning: they point to a coming
time of delivery, when 'there shall be new heavens and
a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness'." (1)

f. ")H'/ " in verse 24a, TR ydp é4mIS/ (owOnuey s EOL in
hope were we saved." - |
Before arriving at this verse, we noted that the
series of statements introduced by " / -;;0 " was interrupted
by the adversative phrase, nou povoy Sé dddd ka) , and
not only so, but ourselves also®. The natural creation
( kri/vss) is not the only source of "groaning" in pain.
"Ourselves also, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit,
even we ourselves groan within ourselves waiting for our
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our bO'dies."z‘
Now, in verse 24, Paul gives the reason for the groan-
ing of the believer as introduced by the causal or explan-
atory " )'vflﬂ ", By this Paul does not contradict his great
teaching concerning salvation by faith alone. As Gifford
remarks: )
" 'Salvation'! involves a moral condition that we must
have begun already, though it will receive its final
accomplishment hereafter (Lightfoot, 'Revision', p.
94), The reason why we are still waiting for the re-
demption of our body is that the salvation of which

we are made partakers (by faith not 'by hope!) is
still an object of hope, not of complete realization

k ok ok ok kX

1., Gifford: oD, Cito, P. 156,
2. Romans 8:23.



and present possession." (1) o
Man, like the creation (versér21), is living in a realm of
hope. He is saved in that he haé the witness of being a
son of God, but he has not been fully redeemed. He must
yet wait for the full redemption of the body.

2. uy,,lpu in verse 24b, "8)/.}/0 /3,46'776/ Tis, Tl’éA”',Zé/ L)
For who hopeth for that which he seeth?!

This second "yﬁ}9" merely introduces a subordinate
explanatory clause describing the nature of true hope.
This is first attempted by asking a pointed question: Does
gnyone hope for that which he seeth? The thought is this:
Anything which is seen or presently accessible is not a
matter of hope. One does not hope for something which he
has already. This gives the explanation to verse 24a as
follows: "We were (aorist tense, denoting a definite time
in history) saved in hope; but this hope is something still
in the future. It can be grasped now by faith, but our
final hope of galvation is in the future.® Luther phrases
it thus: "We are indeed saved, yet in hope".z' Philippi
distinguishes further between faith and hope:

"Tnasmuch as the object of salvation is both relative-

ly present and also relatively future, hope is pro-

duced from faith and indissolubly linked with it; for

* %k % %k %k Xk

1. Gifford: op. cit., p. 157,
2. Riddle: Commentary on Romans, p. 132,



faith apprehends the object, in so far as it is
present; hope, in so far as it is still future." (1)

That tull salvation is not of the present ofder of thingé
is proved by the explanatory statementjof Panl. Beet says
that the very nature of hope involves absence of things
hoped for. Paul, after showing that hope and sight are
incompatible, states what is the believer's.actual atti-

tude (verse 25), a perseverance even in suffering.z'

h. Conclusion of the Study cf‘:y4;9“.

A study of this passage in the light of the relation-
ships established by the conjunctive particle‘vyik" has
revealed a chain of thought running throughout this sec-
tion., Paul is writing of final redemption, & glory to be
revealed which will far'outweigh any sufferings of the
present, This is proved by the abnormal condition of the
whole creation as it groans for deliverance, and likewise
by believers themselves, who are longing for complete re-
demption of the body. Hope is involved both in the crea-
tion and in the believer as they look iIn expectancy for

the day of revealed glory.

4 /7
2' " SE ﬂ’ (verses 23, 24, and 25); an.d " ;(/‘/}"; “, (Wo 20,23)0
3 %k * t % 3 |

i.-Bi&élekicbmmentanmménzﬁgmanS, p. 132
2. Beet: Commentary on Romans, p. 239.
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8. General Use and Meaning.

Both: " dAJ4 " and "$ € u are simple “adversative con-
junetives expressing antithesis. wdMa v is often trans-
lated "yet", "“nevertheless," in whidh it‘expresses proper
end strict opposition (eancelling a previous statement or
indicating that it is to be disregarded);'hSé% (weakened
frmm"sé") connects while it contrasts, i.e. adds another
particular different from what precedes. VWhen used with a
negative, it is to be translasted "not . . . but (but rat-
her)", "JJJd" is used when a train of thought is broken
off or interrupted. ngen ig frequently used when there
is merely something new added, something other and g;ggggg
ent from what precedes, although it need not be contrasted.
'LSé" is used particularly where an explanation is added;l‘

Of the two conjunctions, " AJd4 " is the stronger ad-
versative, "Sé’" is commonly used as an adversative par-
tigle, translated “and", "moreover', "then'", or "now"(A
good example of this is the genealogy, Matt. 1:1-16). Of
similer usage is'hSé" as an explanatory partiecle ("Now
this is the judgment", John 3:19). A last use of "S€H ig
thaet of an emphatic or intensive particle., Thus it is ef-
fectively used in Acts 3:24, "and in fact ( s é/) all the
prophets . . .spoke of thesé days."

% ok ok Xk ok X%

1l. Winer: op. cit., p. 442,
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b. " JM"*I ", in verse 20, "od,( 6,k000'of, A% Siw Tov ot0-
Td € A VI not of ite own will, but by reason of him who
subjected it."

In this verse, the use of "4AA4" ag a strong adver-
sative is illustrated. The "creation‘was subjected to
vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who subjected
it." Preceded by a.negative,"éAAJ% adds to the nega-
tion the thought of something else tsking its place. From
this, it is to be understood that the will of crestion was
set aside and another will made supreme in subjecting the
creation to vanity. This "subjection" came not because
the creation willed it, nor even was willing to be sub-
jecty but because of another will,

What does Paul mean by NSix ToV UMoTd 6 vra, by rea-
son of him who subjected it."? S/<n, nfor the sake of,
in this instance, "constitutes an antithesis to ‘ouy ékoi-

¢ aty not voluntarily, but by reason of him who subjected
it - by the will and command of God." |

There has been not a little dispute over the question
of Who was the one doing the subjecting of the creation.
In a summary of the argument, Godet says:

"God is not the moral cause, but the efficient author

of the curse on nature., 'Not willingly' means '‘not

by ite own fault': it is natural then to seek in the
contrasted term a designation of the person on whom

* ok %k ok k%

1. Winer: op. cit., p. 399.



-72-

the moral responsibility for this catastrophe rests.

So Chrysostom, Schneckenburger, and Tholuck apply

the term, 'he who subjected' to the first man." (1)
This is in keeping with the thought of Genesis 3:17 where
Adam is responsible for the curse upon the ground. Godet
insists that if Paul had meant man, he would have said
"the man", But man played only a passive part in this
subjection. So there are those who apply the term to
Satan, the prince of this world who dragged the creation
into its state of misery (Hammond). The answer to this
problem appears to lie in the additional phrase "E¢° €A -
ﬂ?%b in hope". Now, if this be made to apply to God, it
sounds unnatural to say that he subjected the creation in
hope that it would be delivered., So it is best explained
by making "in hope" depend on the principal verb, "57T6-
1qu,'was subjected"."This signifies that from the firsi,
when this chastisement was inflicted, it was done only
with the thought of a future restoration in view. And
this hope, as with the "“expectation™ in verse 19, 1s at-
tributed to nature. "She possesses in the feeliﬁg of her

unmerited suffering a sort of presentiment of her future

deliverance.">* Thus there is an ordered arrangement of

thought‘in verse 20: The creation was subjected to vanity
(not willingly, but by reason of God's will who subjected

* x ¥ * ok *

l. Godet: op. cit., p. 91.
2. Ibid., p. 21.
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it);and it was subjected in hope. We might also add the
théught of a possible relationship between the phrase

"by reason of him who subjected it and "in hopé". The
creation subjected to 'vanitymight‘have this hope of de-
liverance on account of knowing that it ‘was God who did
the subjecting, and knowing also that He would one day be
the One to deliver it again.

c, 56’, LA c{", in verse 23, "and not only so, but also",
~ "S€ 16 here used in a peculisr sense. Though it is-
translated in the English(American Revised Version) by the
conjunction "and", it has a different sense from the Greek
"kd’,"f. IYis a connective, and, at the same time, an ad-
versative and explanatory particle. One feels that "Sé, "
in this case has its several uses all combined. C'erta’inly
it connects with the preceding thought of the creation's
groaning in pain until now. And together with the follow-
ing " AA A" it is strongly adversative , asserting that
one thing is not the whole truth, but that something else
is true as well., This sense gives the use of " $€’ " in
the introduetion of an additional element, something dif-
ferent from what has preceded. But there is still anot;her
use of MSGEN which is evident here. That is its emphatie
or intensive use., Paul could well have said in English:

YFurthermore, not only is the creation groaning and trav-
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eiling together in pain until now, but in fact, even we
ourselves are also groaning,”

It is difficult to distinguish between the two adver-
satives used in this verse. At least, the two used to-
gether give the connective, adversative, and emphatic sig-
nificance to the phrase. Gifford says:

“Beyond this fact of human experience lies another,

peculiar to the Christian consciousness, and of yet

deeper significance for the reality of the hope of
deliverance deseribed in verse 21, .. This clause
completes the climax of proof by the thought that
even Christians, though so highly favored as recip-
ients of the first out-pouring of the Spirit, were
not exempt from an eager and painful longing for the

full liberty and glory which were yet to be bestowed
on them," (1)

d. "Sé/" in verse 24, " .
but hope that is seen is not hope."

Paul has just previously written, "For we were saved
in hope (T:Vi... é) m'sp).“ The verb in the aorist tense
signifies that "salvation" has already been accomplished.
But it is not complete, save in the spiritual sense;j hence
the usé of the dative "éAIT/Sl", in the way of hOpe".g.
And then, lest any of his readers should misteke the true
nature of hope, Peul limits hope to that which is not seen
and cannot be acquired in the present. This is stated
negatively in verse 24, introduced by‘"'Sém. This particle

* %k %k ok ok ok

1, Gifford: op. cit., p. 156.
2. Godet: op. cit., p. 97.
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connects the previous statement about hope with his pre-
sent thought of hope as being unseen. It is to be trans-
lated with the thought of an explanation; Lange reads the
phrase: "Now, hope that is seen is not hope_‘."l' So, as
Riddle sﬁggests:
"By these self-evident statements about 'hope', the
Apostle leads his readers up to the thought of verse

25, which is both an encouragement and an exhorta=-
tion." (2)

e. " SN in verse 25, el €0 00 p/)e'ﬂo/uev édmisonev ,
but if we hope for that which we see not . . "

In this geries of statements concerning the hope in
which we trust for complete salvation, the adoption in
glory, Paul now states that for which he has been pre-
paring the way. "If our hope is placed in that which we
do not at present see, then with patience we will wait
for it until the day of its revealing."

Ry °\’/ ", uged with the genitive, usually denotes a
mental state viewed as something mediate, a means. This
is exemplified in "S5t umousvish, "with patience" or
"through patience" (cf, Heb. 12:1). It gives the idea of
instrumentality when used of the state of mind in which
one does something.3' " Se'", then is here used in the

* % * k Kk ok

1. Lange: Commentary on the Romans, p. 275.
2, Riddle: op. cit., p. 133.
3. Winer: Grammar of the New Testament, p. 4233 p. 379.
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adversative sense., It places over against that which is
not true hope, the thought of hope as amn expectation of a
state of coinplete salvation for which the believer must
1. ro
perseveringly wait. But, " S€" ig not used here as the
completion of the argument. It has an element of contin-
uity, leading on to a series of statements introduced by
’ .
"§ €M in the following section (verses 26-30). Godet says:
"Verge 25 is not a deduction to close the first rea-
son of encouragement. 'Now' is preferable - not a
conclusion, but a step in the argument intended to
prove the painful state of waiting attached even to ,
believers. The emphasis is placed on the words ' d!
Gmomovijs, with patience'. 'Now, obliged as we yet
are to hope without seeing, waiting necessarily takes
the character of patience.' " (2)
, ‘
wSen, then, connects this verse with the preceding state-
ments concerning hope. "We were saved in hope; now if we
hope, we stedfastly or patiently persevere in that same

hope.,"
</
3. "OTI" (Verses 18, 21, 22).

a. General Use and Meaning.
cf
"or( ", in form, is simply the neuter indefinite
relative pronoun, "o TI", Ina general discussion of

this particle, Winer says:

1., Lange: op. cit., p. 275,
2. Godet: 0D Cito, De 100,
3. Romans 8:25 {Personal paraphrase).
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/
W 10T t refers in general to some matter of fact
under consideration, and hence signifies both that
and becsuse; in the latter case, it is sometimes,
rendered still more foreibly by a preceding !5/«

To0TO ', . , It is often doubtful whether '6r/!
means ‘'that! or 'because!,." (1)

Dena-and Mantey give three ordinafy‘uses of this con-
junction. They are: (1) a causal particle meaning "be-
causge™ or "for'; (2) a conjunction introducing an objec-
tive clause after verbs of knowing, saying, seeing, feeling,
ete. 3 (3) with direct discourse in which " BIT/" does not
need to be translated,’but‘serves as our quotation marks.g'
Another form of © or i u is " SioTin (chiefly found in
later Greek) meaning "for this reason that" or "because",
"It has a stronger causal force than " 59"'.“ 3 Thayer
makes it the equivalent of ™ S/9 ToOToM op n §'v( u, non

4
this account that", or "because",

‘b.*'é%/ * in verse 18,"Aoy{;qua'y§f 371", for I
reckon that . ."

"é;rl " is used in this verse merely as a conjunction
introducing an objective clause after the verb "to judge"
or "to calculate", In this verse, there is an unusual
construction introduced by WoTI M, Tt is the phrase?foék
e 14 ...7qoés, are not worthy to be compared." Paul is

% ¥ ¥k Kk Xk

1. Winer: op. cit., p. 445.

2, Dana & Mantey: op. cit., p. 252.
3. Ibid., p. 245,

4, Thayer: op. cit., p. 152,
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confident in his judgment concerning the relative weight
of present sufferings and future glory. None is better
sble to make such a calculation than he. The sufferings
of the present are described as "oux &/.g 5 ', 'f 4”% lost,
"worthy'", comes from the Greek " i,yw "y "to drive" or "to
cause to move'"., It denotes strictly a thing whieh is of
sufficient weight to produce motion in the scale of the
balance.l' The root meaning of " 77p Jst ig "pear" or
Ufacing'., With the accusative, it means "to', "towards",
"beside', "against!, "with", "ath, 2 Winer, referring
to its use in this verse, says it designates "the rule “
tafter', 'according to', which one is guided (Luke 12:47);
and hence the standard according to which a édmparison is
instituted. . . Compared to as if applied to a standard of
comparison."a‘ Godet comments:
"So when Paul compares miseries imposed on him by the
present state of things with the future glory, the
former has no weight whatever in the balance of his
resolutions." (1)

n (SITI ", then, merely introduces this calculation of Paul

as to the relative weight of suffering and future glory.

</ > 2 rf ’
c. "oTI " in verse 21, " €p° €AmiSI o1 (0T S /077 )euey
in hope that the creation itgelf also shall be delivered,"

* * % k Xk Xk

1. Godet: op. cit., p. 87.
2. Dana & Mantey: op. cit., p. 252
3. Winer: op. cit., p. 405.
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Whether the text is taken to read "in hope that (or/)
the creation" shall be delivered, or "in hope becsause
( SIOTV) the creation " shall be delivered, is of minor
importahce. The final mesning is the same, either gtating
wherein the hbpe consists ( 53‘/), or the reason for the
hope ( 5laar/). If God be taken as the one "subjecting"
the creation, the natural reading is " the creation was
subjected to venity,not of its own will, but by reason of
him who subjected it, in hope, Seeigguggggwthe creation
also shall be delivered." Garvie says that " 5’T/ " defines
ﬁhe content of the hope, but "SIJTN, "because", is an
equélly Jjustifiable rehdering, with the following words

as a reason for hope.

a. " ngn in verse 22,"0;§%ﬂéy y;f 671 eeey for we know
that the whole creation groasneth.."

Again in this verse,"é?v " is used as a conjunction
to introduce an objective clause after the verb "to know" .
Universal knowledge tells one that the whole realm of
nature is groaning for deliverance. Is it equally true
for Paul to say, "Not only is this so of creation, but we
also who are living in the Christian faith are certain of
our present condition of subjection and are waiting for

* ok %k x k%

1. Garvie: The New Century Bible, p. 195.
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complete redemption®? oTI ™ introduces two different
thoughts of our knowledée: (1) that of creation's groan-
ing, and (2) our own internal”anguish and groaning.

4, A Summary of the Syntactical Treatment.

Paul, in verse 18, introduces the theme of the por-
tion of his Epistle under discussion, This might be des~
"~ ignated "Our Hope of Final Redemption®., Rather incidente
ally he remarks that this future glory is mot even worthy
to be compared to present suffering. His theme ié then
supported by a series of thoughts introduced by %y%kf'
in verse 19-22, The cregtion is waiting for the revela-
tion of man's complete redemption; for creation itself is
suffering in a state of subjection to vanity, and hopes
for a deliverance which is contingent on'the glory which
is to be revezled to man. It is a well-known fact, from
observation, that the creation is in a state of corrup-
tion and suffering. At this point, the series of thoughts
introduced by “yif"sig interrupted by a transition frgm
the argument of the creation to that of believers in God.
They, too, are swaiting a coming redemption, which fact is
buttressed by a statement of the nature of salvationy This
in turn is supported by an explanatory clause also intfo-
duced by “y&f’h.ﬁﬁnally, Paul writes a fitting climax to
this section by showing the effect of this hope of salva-
tion upon the present life of suffering.
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Summing up the whole course of Paul's argument, we

find the following facts:

I RECKON - Sufferings of the Present
VeSe v. 18
The Glory to be Revealed
"For' (v,19) .,
A. The Expectant Attitude of Creation - Waits for Revealing.
1. For - A State of Subjection to Vanity. (v. 20)

A. The Cause - not by its will, but
because of His will,

B. The Attitude - Hopeful Waiting.
(1) Purport of the hope:

a. Deliverance from bondage,
b. Liberty estsblished.

(2) Reasonableness of the hope:
a. Knowledge of condition
of creation, ‘
b, Element of ‘birth pains’'.
B. The Expectant Attitude of the Christian - Waits Adoption.

1. For - State of Salvation is incomplete, partially
future,

(1) An Element of hope involved,

(2) For - hope is not found
where there is no need
for it.

2. Now - Hope added to faith gives stedfastness in
the present,
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D. A PARAPHRASE OF ROMANS 8: 18 = 25

As heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, we sre
to be glorified with Him. - But this is to be in the future.
First“thére;‘nmst come a time of suffering with Him. But
this is nothing to dread nor worry sbout. It is of mo
weight wha'géoever in comparison with the glory which ghall
one daj be revealed to us as sons of God.

Even the natural world around us might be consgidered
as anxiously and expectantly awaiting this- day;when God's
full glory will be made manifest to His children. It; too,
is in a state of subjection to frailty and corruption of
earthly life, having been created so, not of its own will,
but by act of the Creator. The creation: may be thought of
as existing in its present condition, but always with the
hope of a coming deliverance. When such deliverance is
wrought upon nature, it too shall share in the same kind
of freedom which will be given to the sons of God, freedom
from the state of corruption-and mortality.

That nature-is in pain and subject to cormptiéﬁ is
obvious. But she can also be seen to be struggling in a
state of travail, enduring pains which ghall issue in a )
new creation. Her's is comparsble to the pain endured by
a woman in child-birth, Up to this moment, Nature has
been universally enduring this pain, yét hoping for a new
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and better-condition.,

waevefj“Nature~on1y~bears out our own experience. -
We, too, although we have tasted of this coming glory through'
the working of the Spirit, anxiously and patient1y~wait‘fbr“
the final recognition of our position as song and heirs.
We are waiting for the time when our physical bodies will
be delivered*fﬁcm'the-last“vestiggfof‘corruption*anﬁ.more;«
tality, and we shall be completely redeemed and made par-
takers of the glory of God. |

Now, since this is still in'the"future3~itviS'neeessary
to lay hold on this final redemption by means of hope.
This alone can be the proper attitude of the believer. We
are saved now by faith, but complete salvetion is a matter
for hope, something which comes in the future. Hence, we
cannot grasp it-except by hope. ,

But, if hope for this future redemption, the compie-
tion of the plan of salvation, is strong within us, thén' 
do we with patience*and‘steadfastness‘ﬁait*fOrﬁthat‘time:fo;,
come., Hardships and sufferings in the present can in na.

wise dim the viéion of our star of hope.



CHAPTER V
THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATICNS

"Come and make all things new;
Build up this ruined earth;
Restore our faded paradise,
Crestiont's second birth."
' - Bonar
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CHAPTER V
THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS

A. INTRODUCTION
Strong, in his Systemétié Théology,ladopts‘the‘§xgp
thetic Method of treatment. This he describes as "the:
most common and the most logical method of arranging the -
topiecs of theology." This method is the method of cause
and effect. Tt "starts from the highest principle, God,
and proceeds to man, Chrigt, redemption, and finally to the
end of all things."(Hagenbach, Higt. Doctrine, 2:152)
wWith this treatment of theology, Strong arranges the topics
in the following orders:
1. The Existence of God.
2. The Scriptures as a revelation from God.
3. The nature, decrees, and work of God.
4, Men, in his original likeness to God and consequent:
apostasy.
5. Redemption, through the work of Christ and the
Holy Spirit.

6. The nature and laws of the Christian Church.
7. The end of the present system of things. (1)

Not all of the sbove topics are to be found in'ROmanéA
8:18-25, Sufficient here to discuss under No, 3 the present‘
condition of the creation, its imperfection and groaning in
subjection; under No. 4, the relation of the Sin of man to

* ok %k ok ok %

1. Strong: Systematic Theology, p. 27 ff.

~86-



-87=

Nature's condition, and man's own state of imperfectionj
under No. 5, "adoption" and complete redemption of man In
the future with salvation-only in hope in the presentj and -
finally, under No. 7, the manifestation of the sons of

God, the effect on creation, and the probable nature of the

life t0 come.

B. DISCUSSION OF DOCTRINES

1. Cosmology = the "creation" as God's Work. N

Th this section, Paul describes the "kTifis" ag in a
state of bondage to corruption. It was subjected by God,
so that we infer from Paul that the NKTICIS" was not al-
ways in this same condition. Now, considering the creation
as all of Nature, animate and inanimate apart from mah,
can it be said that it is indeed subject to corruption?

Certainly there is present such a thing as moral evil
in the world of man, and in the realm of nature there is
seen on every hand the destructive forces of physical evil,
How are we to explaln the vast amount of*suffering‘which.is
present in the animal world? Sheldon describes it as "a
carnival of slaughter carried on through countless centu-
ries."1° ,

Paul describes the condition of creation at the pre-
sent moment as "subjection to vanity" and in "the bondage

*k ok ok %k ok ok

1. Sheldon: The History of Christian Doctrine, p. 251.



of corruption*. As he looks at the natural wbrld around -
him, he sees that it is characterized by a reign of death.
Such a condition, he regards not as the natural state of
the creation but as an almormal state due to a curse in-
flicted upon it, This condition is well described by Beet
and like commentators: Nature is prevented-from‘putting
forth its powers, from manifesting its real grandeur, and
attaining its original destiny. All she brings forth is
doomed to die. She 1Is forced to slay her own offspring -
the lightning flash upon the oak, winter's harshness toward
the song-birds, animals at war with one another, all speaks
of an abnormal condition from what God once called good
(Genesis 1:18,25). This universal destruction limits the
achievements of Nature. "Instead of sustained growth, its
beauty and strengﬁhffade'away;ﬁ This condition éf'bondgge
suggests to Paul the thought that Nature herself shall be
freed from ite abnormal condition. Such liberation be-
longs to the glory which shall be revealed., The ground fqr
Paul's hope of this Iiberation”of“Nature~iS'the'unitedfcry
of sorrow and anguish which he discerns arising from the
creation.  Beet continues:
YBvery voice in Nature which reminds us of its bon-
dage to corruption, Paul conceives to be a cry of
sorrow. The storm which wreaks destruction, and the
roar of the hungry lion, tell that the original pur-

pose of the Creator has been perverted, and that
Nature is not what He designed it to be." (1)

¥ %k ok ok ok
lo Beet= Opo Cito’ po 236"70



=89=

That Paul does not consider the present condition of
the ereation to be its normal condition is evident from-
his assertion that "the creation was subjected to vanity
(Romans 8:20)"%, This seems to be a reference to the Fall
of man as recorded in the book of Genesis (Chapter IIi)
where the sin of man was attended by a curse upon the
ground, Beet reasons that even as sin brought a curse on
the body, it also brought a curse upon the greater dwell-
ing place of the entire race. So, in Paul's teachings, he
sees the fortunes of the material world closely bound to |
the condition of mankind.l' Sanday says that the suffering
and glory alike are parts of a great cosmical movement m
which the irrational ecreation joins with man. As it shared
in his fall, so will it share in the benefits of his re-
demption.2° Schubert is quoted in the interpretation of
Nature's groaning as an sllegory in this way:

"Bven in the things of the material world which sur-

rounds us, there is an element of life, a yearning of

what is bound, which like that of the Memnon-statue,
unconsciously sends forth symphony, when the ray

touches it from above." (3)

Gifford quotes from an old source to state his view that

sin was responsible for the corruption of Nature:

"Though all things were made very good, yet when the
first man sinned they were corrupted, and shall return

% %k ok % X 3k

1. Beet: op. cit., p. 237.
2, Sanday: op. cit., p. 204,
3. Olshausen: op. ecit., p. 283-4 (foot-note).
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no more to their proper state until Pherez, i.e. 1,
Messias, shall come." (Beresh. Rabb. f£.2,3. Relche)

Paul gives us no other‘reason tor the present condltIOn
of Nature than the will of the "one who subjected it". |
From the standpoint of history,'this~can*be none ‘other than
God who first placed the creature under man's dominion,

Evidently, Paul is presenting the thought that the
final aim of the whole universe is the Kingdom of God.
Bruce says that the “grosning of the creation in labour
for the bringing forth of a new redeemed world is a gra-
phic pictorial representation of the same great thought.“z'
The Apostle coﬁceives of the creation as subjected to an
abnormal condition only with the hope of again being re-
instated to its former position. This is the position
teken by Origen, Chrysostom, Jerome, and many modern com-
mentatorsf

Origen holds that the vanity of creation is nothing
more then the body, which is materiel and corruptible.
Even the sun, moon, and stars with their ethereal qualitieé
have materisl bodies and are thus under the bondage of cor-
::'pr'l;fl.on.3 * All creation was made subject unwillingly, and
on the condition that when its ministry was over, it would
again be set at liberty. But what is this liberty to be?

% Xk * ¥k ok

1. Gifford: op. cit., Pe 1551
2. Bruce: St. Paul's Conception of Christianity, p. 335.
3. Ante-Nicene Fathers, Volume IV, p. 264,
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Origen writes:

"When Christ shall have delivered up the kingdom of
God even the Father, then alsoc those living things,
when they shall first have been made the kingdom of
Christ, shall be delivered, along with the whole of
that kingdom, to the rule of the Father, that when

God shell be all in all, they also, since they are

part of all things, may have God in themselves, as

He is in all things."(1)

Chrysostom is of the seme mind when he writes that the

Apostle personifies the whole world, not meaning that
Nature is really alive and capable of reasoning, but that
we may learn the greatness of the blessings, so great as
to reach even the things without sense also. The subjec-
tion of the creation was on man's account and will thereQ
fore be blessed with him.g' |
But of whaf‘will this blessing consist? It will con-
sist in freedom, Paul sa&s-that it will "be aelivered'in—
to the liberty of the glory of the children of God." This
doesnot mean that it will partske of the same glory as the
believer himself is to enjoy, but a similar blessing
closely related to that revealed to the sons of God. Sim-
eon says that the time is coming when the material world
will be:changed and become again as at first, "beautiful,
fertile, and salubrious."° This will be the transform-
ation of nature as pictured in the Scriptures(Rev. 21:l1,

* sk %k %k %k 3k

l. Ante&Nicene Fathers, Vol., IV, p. 264.
2. Nicene and Post-Nieene Fathers, Series I, Vol, XI, p.443.
3. Simeon: Horae Homileticae: Romans, p. 295.
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Psalm 102:26, Isaish 34314, 5136, 65:17-18). But this is
not to be interpreted as meaning that\all}aniﬁaIS‘whidh‘
have died in the past will return to existence, Immortal
life applies only to humanity. It is more likely that
Paul is thinking of the transformation by which the old
order shall pass away and the new order of nature and man
shall come into being. Paul's primary concern in this
passage is with man., His thought then would probably be
that man must attain his goal before irrational nature can
reach her goal, and man must be transfigured before liberty
is given to the creation.l' This great final hope of the
creation finds expression in the verse:
"That God, which ever lives and loves,
One God, one law, one element,
And one far-off Divine event, »
In which the whole creation moves." (2)
Wesley, in a sermon on "The General Delivefancé", firmly
advocates the regeneration of creation. "Nothing", he says,

3
"can be more express,""°®

2. Anthropology - Man's Present Condition.
According to Scripture (genesis 2:7-25), man was

créated in a place of beauty, an earthly pafadise; But

through sin and Man's Fall a change was wroughts |

* % k %k k%

1. Sheldon: op. cit., p. 252,
2. Tennyson: In Memoriam.
3. Wesley: Sermomns, Vol. 2, p. 54.
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"It was 'very good'; All was harmony, beauty, peace.

We may not tell whalt were the joys of the earthly
creation, but it was the garden of the Lord, the par-
adise of man. The ravages of the storm, the desola-
tions of the wilderness were then unknown; the crea-
tures preyed not one upon another then; love, liberty,
and life were all in all. But man's fall drew a shadow-
oh, how dark! - across the beauty; and for love, li-
berty, and life, there were then sirife, bondage,

death! "* (1)

So, if man's sin had such far-reaching results in the
material world, what was its effect upon man himself?

According to Paul (Romans 8:23), man also is in a
state of subjection to mortality and'corruption. It is
evident that the material creation is under the bondage of
frailty and vanity, but where is the wrong in humanity?
Bruce suggests that the wrong lies in "defective spiritual
vitality' and man's subjection to a body of death. Eveﬂ
the redeemed man,"who has the first-fruits of the Spirit,"
is still in bondage to a mortal and corruptible body which
must one day be redeemed.g’

Dr. A. C., Kendrick (in Baptist Quarterly, Jan. 1870)
thinks that man is in an abnormal state of durance and
probation, being shut off from intercourse with other
worlds and other orders of intelligence because of the
effect of sin.>"

However we may interpret the effects of sin upon man,
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1. Spence and Exell: op., e¢it., p. 239,
2, Bruce: op. cit., p. 205,
3. Strong: Systematic Theology, p. 586.



Paul says that even the believer, the one who has received
the spirit of adoption, is still yearning for the complete
redemption of his body. So, evengature groans for a
future glory, man likewise groans within himself, waiting
for his complete adoption which shall come at the reveal-
ing of the sons of God.

3. Soteriology - Redemption.

Romans 8:18-25 deals very largely with the thought of
redemption, but it is redemption in its final sense. By it
Paul means, not merely the assurance of sins forgiven, but
the complete redemption of the body from its state of cor-
ruption. Curtis says:

"St, Paul's expression of Christian hope is not de-

liverance from the body, but the redemption of the

body. The redemption of the body ig the last stage
in the great process of adoption (vio6¢@ixv) by which
we are made ‘sons of God'(Romans 8:23)."(quoting from

Chancellor Bernard's article on the Resurrection) (1)
It is true that the believer obtains salvation by faith,
but the very nature of salvation makes it a thing of the
future. So Paul says that we are saved in the sphere of
hope (Romans 8:24)., In the present, the believer is "adop-
ted" by the Father and has passed formally into the family
of God. But the inheritance is not yet fully given. "We
wait for the time when we shall be brought into the Fath-
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l, Curtis: Christian Faith, p. 408.
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er's house, and be clothed in the raiment of sons."l'
Gifford says that the Y“redemption of the body" ex-
plains how we can already be sons of God and still‘yearn'
for the "adoption"., The "adoption viewed specifically as
complete" (Lange) is idenﬁified with that which completes
it., This is nothing'other than the redemption of the body
from its present condition of weakness, sinfulness, and
death.z' Some have advanced the view that Paul is here
speaking of the deliverance of the soul tfrom the body at
death( Carpzon, Luther, Erasmus). But this is contrary to
all of Paul's teaching céncerning the resurrection of the
body, and his hope of a new spiritual body.(Phil. 3:21;
2 Cor., 5:2ff.3 1 Cor. 15:42ff.) It is most natural to
regard the meaning here as the glorification ot the body
at the coming of Christ. Lange says that the "salvation"
of whicn Paul speaks in verse 24 is not just the prineiple
of salvation as attained in the Spirit, but the perfect
attainment of salvetion in glory. The believer has the
inward " Ucloaea'l:ﬂ"' in the witness of the Spirit; but the
"U;OGC—W:(‘/" of "éo'gd " in the pledge of the Spirit.s"
Paul, we conclude, is expressing the idea that com-
plete redemption will be ours only when to the holinesg of
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1. Beet: op. cit., p. 238,
2., Gifford: Bible Commentary, p. 157.
3. Lange: op. cit., p. 275,



the Spirit is added also the glory and perfection of the
body. Paul would sey then that the adoption really begins
with the "revealing of the sons of God". It is "the
solemn inﬁestment of persons formerly sons in an imperfect
degree with a sonship worthy of the name, realising the
highest possibilities of filial honour and privilege." 1

But if this redemption of the body means a new body,
what will be the nature of such a spiritual body? This is
a difficult question to answer for probebly Paul himself
could not have described just what kind of a body he expec-
ted to have after the resurrection from the dead, John
Bradford, writing to a friend, says that "concerning our
resurrection, what do we know beforehand, but that we shall
be most happy?"z' Speaking of the body of the resurrection,
Curtis gives his own conclusions as follows:

1. The body of the resurrection is not produced by the

development of an indestructible germ which is within

the body of this life.

2. It is not produced by a natural force which in some
way belongs to the body of this life.

3. It is not an ethereal body which, before or at the
time of death, was within the physical body as the
shell is within the husk of a nut.

4, It is not the literal body of the grave recon-
structed . .

5. The body of the resurrection is not the result of
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l. Bruce: op. cit., p. 206.
2. Bradford: Writings, p. 234.



-97-

any natural law, any habitual divine veolition, such
as brings on the buds and blossoms of spring.

6. The body of the resurrection is a purely gpiritual
body (not bound by the laws of this world); made by the
direct and new intention of God; but so made as to be
conditioned by the body of the grave. . . The body I
have now is what it is because the body of my child-
hood was what it was. . . The body of the resurrection
is nothing other than God's volitional repetition of
the body of the grave - with splendid additioms. (1)

This seems to present a fair summary of Paul's hope of an
incorruptible body. His hope was not that of entering in-
to the world beyond as a bodiless ghost, but of exchanging
his mortal body for a body that "is endowed with the power
of an endless life.">*
Complete redemption, according to Paul in this passage,
is not to be obtained in this life., It must, therefore,
be comprehended by faith working in the sphere of hope.
For this reason, Paul closes this section with an emphasis
on the need for hope in this present life. Possession of
salvation can be had only as an inward hope. If it were
obtainable now, there would be no use for hope and faith,
but since salvation is a thing of the future, faith and
hope are closely connected, Philippi says that:
"Inasmuch as the object of salvation is both relative-~
ly present and also relatively future, hope is pro-
duced from faith and indissolubly linked with it; for

faith apprehends the object, in so far as it is
present; hope, in so far as it is still future." (3)
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1, Curtis: op. cit.y p. 409-10,
2. Bruce: op. cit., p. 384.
3, Lange: op. cit.y; p. 275(foot-note by Riddle)



Hope fixed on that which is to come gives steadfastness
and endurance smidst the pain and suffering of the present.
Wherefore Paul writes: "If we hope for that which we see

not, then do we with patience wait for it (Romans 8:25)."

4, BEschatology - "The glory which shall be revealed",

The previous discussion has already touched on the
eschatological element involved in this passage. Our con=-
cern at thie point is directed specifically toward the
coming events of the future. What of the glory of the

sons of God, and the '"liberty" of creation?

a. The "glory" of the Sons of God. |
Paul speaks of the "glory'" as concealed from the eyes
of the believers. But, at the coming of Christ, all the
glory and splendour of His children shall be revealed and
they shall be clothed upon with bodies of incorruption.
With such a hope of the future, Paul feels that the afflic-
tions of the present, no matter how great, are "not worthj
to be compared", The thought of this coming glory has of=-
ten been used as a source of comfort to those who suffered
for the faith. Cyprian quotes Romans 8:18 in writing to
martyrs in the mines. He emphasizes the fact that we re-
ceive more as a reward of suffering than we endure here

in the suffering (Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. V, pp. 404,506).
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Stevens says that "the full fruition of redemption-
T
will be enjoyed only in the immediate presence of Christ.!
This occurs at the manifestation of the sons of God. He
continues:-
"The main stress (of Pauline eschatology) is laid
upon the positive completion of salvation in the
bestowment of glorified bodies suited to the new
conditions which shall surround the soul in the

future life, and in the glorification and perfection
of the whole personality after the image of Christ."(2)

b. The "liberty" of the Creation.:

Paul states that the creation is waiting for the re-
vealing of the sons of God because it also hopes to be
delivered from the bondage of corruption into the liberty
of the glory of the children of God(Romans 8:19,20). Weiss
states thats

"In the death throes of all departing life, which

could not possibly have been so appointed by God,

the Apostle, with all Christians, thinks he hears a

universal groaning and turning of the ereated world,

as that of a woman in travail, which continues until

now," (3)

Paul leads us to believe that the glorification of the sons
of God will be the necessary antecedent for a similar glor-
ification of the creation. Dorner says that “according to-
Holy Secripture, the resurrection takes place in association
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with vast cosmical processes, with a transformation of the
world, which will be God's work."
What will be the nature of this transformation? It
can be only a sharing of the creation in the liberty of
the children of God, not an independent liberty (Lange).
He goes on t0 say,'"Their freedom will consist in helping
to constitute the glory of God's éhildren,"2° What this
isy, Gifford interprets to be a full and perfect develop-
ment of all the faculties and powers of our nature in which
the creation also shall become a fit scene for our glory.
He quotes from Reiche:
~ “In those days shall the whole creation be changed
for the better, and return to its pristine perfection
and purity, such as it was in the time of the first
man before his sin." (R. Bechai Schulcham Orba, f.9,
col, 4). (3)
Jerome has a similar thought of the former position of the
creation. He claims that the sun had its existence before
it became a luminary, and so with the stars and the moon,
From other causes they have been made subject to vanity,
not willingly, but for future reward. They are forced to
do, not their own will but, the bidding of the Creator who

assigned them to their several spheres.ﬁ'
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1., Dorner: System of Christian Doctrine, Vol. IV, P. 414,

2. Lange: op. cit., p. 272,

3. Gifford: op. cit., p. 186.

4, Nicene & Post—Nlcene Fathers, Series II, Vol. VI, p. 240.
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C. THE CONCLUSION

In attempting to describe any eschatological belief,
it is difficult to ascertain what are the essential ele-
ments and what are secondary. Perhaps many of the commen-
tators have gone to extremes in the interpretation of this
hope of future glory as defined by Paul. It is puzzling
to attempt a decision as to whether Paul actually meant a
transformation of the present world or whether he is only
using picturesque and graphic language to convey the idea
of expectancy of the sons of God. If all of nature can be
thought of as looking for a release from bondage, why
should not the sons of God much more long for their full
redemption? Beet has suggested the possibility that the
present heaven and earth in a transformed state will be the
eternal home of the sons of“God;;l

Whatever may be our interpretation of the languege of
the Apostle, we must at least admit that he was anticipa-
ting a "great day of the Lord". TWhether the creation a-
part from man is utterly done away or transformed is not
the message which he is giving here., The emphasis is upon
the believers. There is a great glory awaiting them that
will more than repay for all of their sufferings here. So
they await the revealing of the full glory of the sonship}
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CHAPTER VI
THE SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

"My knowledge of that lifé is small,
The eye of faith is dimg
But 'tis enough that Christ knows all,

And I shell be with him,"
- Richard Baxter



CHAPTER VI
THE SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

A, SUMMARY OF THE MATERIAL
B. THE CONCLUSION |

1. The Creation

2. The Child of God



CHAPTER VI
THE SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

A. SUMMARY OF THE MATERTAL

In this study, we have attempted to show the genereal
theme of Paul's Epistle to the Romans - God's Plan of Sal-
vation -y2nd how section 8:18-25 is related‘to the Epistle
as a whole and to its immediate setting. Having presented
a view of “the whole, we, then, briefly examined the text-
ual problems involved‘tn the study of this section, but
found that there were none which greatly affected the mean-
ing of the Apostle as embodied in Nestle's text. In the
exegetical study of verses 18-25, we first tried to analyze
the general structure of the passage according to grammati-
cal construction, proceeding to a study of the probable
meaning of the individual words and phrases, and then con-
cluded with a final detailed survey of the relationship of
the various parts of the passage as revealed by its use of
certain connective particles. Having concludéd this exe-
getical study, we then centered our attention especially
on the theological implications involved in the interpre-
tation of this passage. Now, with this accumulated dis-
cussion before ué, it will be propef‘to'formulate a more
personal opinion as to the meaning of this section of Paul's
letter to Rome and its contribution to the life of this

present day end age.
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«106=-

" B. THE CONCLUSION

1. The‘¢reation.

What”afe~we to conclude concerning Paul's use of
"kTﬁﬁws“ ? As we have gseen, this word has been a "bone
of contention" amongstitheologians for some time. When
Paul speaks of the "whole creation" in a state of subjec-
tion to vanity, groaning for deliverance, longing for the
reveasling of the sons of God, and hoping for the liberty
of the glory of the children of God, can he mean all of
our world of Nature, man alone excluded ?

If the " kT ITI5" be regarded as inanimate nature, it
cannot be conceived as groaning except in figurative speech.
But why should we believe that the world of insnimate nature
is in a state of corruption? Perhaps the order of‘vegetablé
and animal life is in such a condition, but can the same be
said of mountains and streams, of the terrestrial spheres
of the solar system? It has been suggested by some writers
(Beet, Calvin, Godet) that because all its force is spent
in bringing forth only decay and death, the creation is in
a state of venity. We commonly think of vegetable and an-
imal life as transient“but'regard“the<earthvitself'and'thg
remainder of the universe as unchangingwand abiding. But,
according to scientists, even the universe is constantly

changing and we are not certain that it is designed to go
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on forever. In fact, certain Seripture references lead us
to believe that the present order of ereation throughout
is trangient and shall pass away( Isaiazh 34:4; 65:17). But
even if we grant that such is 'trﬁe; can we say that it was
made of such a nature because of man's sin? Perhaps the
creation was so designed and purposed by the Creator even
before sin came into the world, Perhaps He meant that the
creation should be givén a temporary and transient nature.
Are we justified in saying that the curse in Genesis 3:17
applied to the whole of creation? In the Hebrew, it is not
the whole of creation which was affected, but only the
" T TKM, the soil or ground, that it should bring forth
thorns instead of fruitful food. A more plausib‘lé view '
- would be the view that the natural creation waé .80. planned
by the -?reat.or from the beginning, "made subject to vanity®
because o‘f His will. Some commentators have 'suggested that
this méans that the cfea‘oion exi-sted previous to their
present condition, but through the will of God, was given
at some particular time the present corruptible and tran-
sient character( Jefome, Origen) So the sun, moon, and
stars are subject to the ministry of man, but when this
time of ministry is over, they shall resume their originsal
state. This may be good theory, but it cannot be proved
by Seripture, especially from this section,

On the other hand, if the " KTllO‘l.S" be regarded as
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animate nature, what significance is to be attached to its
groaning and to the hope expressed of its coming freedom
from subjection? One need not hold to the belief that -the
animal world will be restored from death in an "animal
immortality", but even should one maintain that the realm
of nature is to be restored to a new order of existence,
he cannot escape certain difficulties. Is the new life to
come a life in which the present animate nature will exist
along with the '"mew man" ? And if this were the belief
Paul meant to express here, why was he not more explicit?

With the foregoing questions raised concerning the
creation, we now ask ourselves one final question: What
did Paul mean to emphasize in this section when he spoke
of the creation?

We have seen that Paul is primarily engaged in a dis-
cussion of the Gospel. Not only does it bring life in the
present by the creation of a new man in Christ Jesus, but
it promises something for the future. The presént, with
its sufferings, is not the last word. There is to be a
complete redemption, including even the body. Paul thinks
of this as the future glory which shall be revealed to the
sons of God. 4#As he has been thinking of the glory about
which he has wfitten, Paul looks around him - perhaps with
his physical eye or with his active imagination - and thgre

to his alert mind, he sees an illustration for his message.
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He sees the whole world of nature in a state of expectancy.
Despite the beauty of the world, the majesty and splendour
of the heavens by night and by day, the inimitable glory
of the order of vegetation that so bountifully adorns the
earth - despite these things, Paul feels that they are all
under the curse.of corruption. They are transient and (
must be exchanged one day for a new heaven and a new earth.
Corruption must put on incorruption; mortality must put on
immortality (1l Cor. 15:53). But as to the nature of this
chahge, Paul was probably not greatly concerned. It ap-
peared to him that the created universe had‘been'méde as
it was by God, subject to decay and death, not subjected
especially at the time of #ddam's sin, but so designed by
the éreator; Ag such, He saw that "it was good". Perhaps
it wés not perfect according to a patterm of incorruption,
but it was good according to HiS‘purpose.’ Paul personi-
fies the world, both animate and inanimate, thus conceiv-
ing its subjection to this corruptible nature to be con-
trary to its will, as though it had desired incorruption.
But the Ureator's purpose was otherwise. So the world
around him, Paul conceives to be in a state of anxious
and expectant longing as the creation awaits the day of
liberty.

Do we mean, then, that Paul thought Nature was to be

trensformed? Or would he, with other Scripture writers,
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maintain that the present world is a passing affair which.
must ultimately be destroyed? (Is. 34:43 65:17; Matt. 5:18)
It would seem that when one pléées the emphasis on such a |
query he has failed to grasp the thing for which Paul was
writing. Paul was not writing here an account of the be-
ginning of the natural creation. His primary concern was
not over the fact that it was corruptible and longing for
a time of deliverance., Paul, the great Apostle fo-the
Gentiles, is here writing to these Christian disciples of
the Roman church concerning the great fact of final re-
demption and future glory of the sons of God. He knows
the suffering which they must endure in the present. Butl
there is "a glory to be revealed to the sons of God". To
emphasize and clarify this point, he points to a similar
case in nature., The believing child of God is in a state
of corruption, subject to the afflictions of the present
order, in bondage to mortality and a physical existence,
But there is a great day coming when he will receive full
adoption as a son of God. 7

Creation, then,'bécomes not the central thing over
which td quibble, but an illustration or figure of speech
whereby the Apostle points out more clearly to his readers
their own poignant need of complete redemption. This is
not a text-book on the origin and the end of the natural ‘

world which Paul is writing. It is a sorely needed message
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of hope and cheer to those who were forced to suffer af-
fliction for Christ. They needed to have their eyes set
on the glory which would shortly be revealed to them. So,
we conclude that Paul's use of creation is secondary to
the main point of his message. His stress is on the be-
liever who longs for deliverance from the bondage of cor-
ruption and mertality.

But, in case one should desire to seek further and
try to determine from this section what was Paul's view of
the created world znd its final end, we believe that, in
some manner, Paul did expect that the whole world of na-
ture is to be transformed. It shall take on the nature
of incorruption even as the body of the believer is to be
clothed with immortality and life., How this is to take
place and what the defails, Paul himself did not attempt
to describe, Sufficient for the Apostle that before him
lay the great hope of final redemption and glory. When it
was to come and by what means, he did not know other than
that it was to be’the work of God., In this hope of the
unseen future, Paul found his source of strength and stead-

fastness in the present life of adversity and suffering.

2. The Child of God,
We have said that Paul's chief emphasis was not on

the creation as such, but on the believer, What, then, is
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the central message of this section for Paul's readers at
Rome and likewise for us today?
Paul spoke to them of "present suffering'., His read-

ers knew full well what it meant to suffer for and with

Christ. It took courage to endure all that they had to
face. What other message could Paul leave with them than
this message of.hOpe in God? That has always been the
great message of the 0ld Testament Prophet, the Christian
Apostle, and the Christian Church through the ages. And
it is as vital today as at any time in the past.

There is abundant evidence today of suffering in the
world - suffering due not primarily to the one who suffers
but to his environment. There are wrongs in the social,
economic, and political systems; there are sins and griev-
ances caused by the depraved natures of humanity itself;
-there are constant tragedies which can be attributed to
nothing else than the inexorable cruelty and nature of our
present life, sorrows and suffering caused by living in a
realm of corruption and transiency. What other message is
applicable today in the face of suffering and disheartened
humanity than the message of hope - hope of coming glory,
of final redemption, when the body shall be clothed upon
with life and immortality?

Such is the message of the Apostle for today. There
has always been misery and suffering. There will alWays
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be a certain element of suffering even though Utopia were
plsnted here on earth., Why, we have no right to ask, save
as it is due to man himself, There is misery today, and
it will last until the day when He shall come again to
manifest the glory of His fully adopted sons. But, with
Paul, we can say that the present sufferings and afflict-
ions are not even worthy to be compared to the great glory
which is to come., This glory can not now he grasped. It
lies in the future and can be realized only in the realm
of hope. But such hope - one of the three abidihg things
in 1life - gives a courgge which goes forward undaunted, a
readiness to face any afflictions that may come, a know-
ledge that His Spirit is even now present to comfort and to
give an earnest of the life of glory to follow. Wherefore,
Paul has learned to rejoice in whatsoever state he finds
himself. And the believer today, through hope, may say
with the Apostle Paul, '"Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ? shall tribulation, or anguish, or persecution,
or famine, or nakedness,y or peril, or sword? . . . Nay, in
all these things we are more than conquerors through him

that loved us."
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