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INTRODUCLLION



IETRODUCTION

&, Nature of the Subject

“When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judsea in the days of
Herod the king®,* He come inmto & world which, through the centuries,
had been prepai'eﬁ. for His sdvent snd for the message which He brought.
"®The fulnesa of time™ had come and the waiting world of the first cen-
§ury after Christ Was reedy to receive the Son of God and of Man and
to propagate the wnique message of which He was the fulfillment.
Through the preceding centuries God had guided the currents of humen
histery to form the stream into which Christ came. Through these prep-
aratory centuries the Divine Hand had brought the Hebrew people, ¥{o
originate and preserve in purity the conception of the ome God who is

the Lord of the Whole sarti®,>

and thue cradle the religion which was
to change the tenor of the world. In the five centuries lmmedistely
precedine the advent of our Lord, momentous chemges hed been wrought

in the 1ife and thought of the peoples who comprised the world which
first received the gospel messsge, It is of one of these great changes
that ithis 'i;hesia parports to treat - the change that occurred when
Alexander the Great conguered the world in the third century befere
Christ ond sltered its civilization:; when Jew met Greek sznd regultant
from the contact of these twe grestly diversified peoples there ensued

=3 @ & L4 L] L3 L

1. Matthew 251
2o B. l. Wenley: The Preparation for Christianity, p. 95.



ferces which played a vastly important role in setting the staps for
the appearance of Christ seme three hundred years later.

In the yesrs following Alexander®s conguest these forces
whieh he had loosed were concentrated a2t one of the great citles of the
world - at Alexandris on the northern coast of Egypt. To the northeast
lay Palestine, the Divine Locus in God's plan. During this period of
three centuries, when the little Jewish state wes the pawn of the rul-
ing powers, of the Ptolemles in Egypt or of the Seleucids in Antiocch,
and contemporary history was inextricably bound up with her destiny,
her people reached the period in their development which enabled them
to give to the world its greatest gift - Jesus Christ. And the world
was resdy to receive the gift.

From the great focal center, to the southwest, had issued
potent influences, In the course of the three centuries the Greek in-
fluence was everywhere at work, modifying the charscter znd ideas of
the world and preparing it for the advent of Christ and His gospel.

To Alexendris wes handed the flaming torch of enlightenment which her
founder had kindled in the Mediterranesm world that that city might held
it aloft to illumine the way over which the Christisn message was to
travel. By tolerant treatment of the Jews the.great city lighted the
path of this people through those preparatory centuries to the time when
the whole world might enter inte the heritage of the Chosen People. To
show the speécific ways in vwhich this city mede the world ready for the
coming of Chrlist and for the dissemimation of His messagé is the object

of this thesis.
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B Definition of Subject

As has been suggested, the five centuries between the clos=
ing eventg of the 014 Testament end the advent of Christ in the Hew
Testament, designated as the Inter-Testament périedg have been charac-
terized as the preparatory centuries. In this span of spproximetely
five bundred years, divisions way be msde sccording to the civilization
dominating the world st the time. Thus, the Persisn period, following
the captivity of Isrsel and dating from 556;535 B.C.: the Greek period,
frcm.ﬁzsiéa B.C,: and the Romen peried 63 Baﬁ;ii ADe 1%t is to this
period of Greek superiority, and within this period, to the years 331
B.Ce- when Alexander entered Palestine until 198 B.C., when Alexsmdria
rel;nquished its place of prominence to the Syrian capital, Antioch,
thet the f£isld of this thesis is limited,

In the last half of the fourth cembury before Christ Alex-
ander of Hacedon came out of the west and conguered the then known
world, not by the sword so much as by a body of culture which he brought
with him. The acceptanece of this culture or the rejection of it by the
peoples of the East and especially by the Hebrews brought the world one
gtep further in resdiness for the reception of Christisnity. Alezander
founded Alexsndria in 331 emd through this city was the road of prepa-
ration paved, The road crossed Palestine and bridged the distance be-
tween two continents and two great periods of history. The discussion
of the contribution of Alexendris will be considered primarily in the
light of its relstion to the Jéwish nation, as this great civic center

fulfilled its part in the ®divine preparation on the path of history for
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the sdvent of Bim who is the degire of all n&ti@ﬁsg“l

GC. Plan of Procedure

The three cenburies which, preceding the Christisn era, saw

o

the meeting of Jew and Greek and the clagh of Hellenism and Hebraism,
were ushered in by & mapn who, though himself & producd of 2 pagan givie
lization, was destined o be in a sense the Fforerwmer of Christisnity.
Alexander the Great was the promulgator of all the influences which,
later dispersed from Alerxandris, furthered the couwrse of humen hisbtory
toward ite ultimate gosl. The Tirst chapter of this thesis will be
devoted Ho e siudy of Alexander in an effort to undesrsbtand his sig-
nificance in the preparstory pericd. Chapter IT will deal with the
history and character of the city of Alexandria in the pericd. 4
study of the conbtribution of the city arising from i%s caﬁﬁ&c% with
the Jews will occupy the third chepter. The purpose in each case is
%o show fthe peculisr necessity of the subject freated in the working
out of the divine plan for the prepasration of the world for the
message of Christisnity. The concluding suvrmary will discuss the

total contribution and significance of the period shtudied.

1. William Fairweather: The Background of the Gospels, p. 103,
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CHAPTER I

THE CONTRIBUTICH OF ALEXANDER, THx FOUNDER OF AANDRIA,

TO THE PREPARATION OF THE WORLD ¥FOR CHRISTIANITY
Ae Significance in Belation to the Problem

The city of Alezandris was s powerful influence in pro-
ducing the world which was Pfeady t0 recelve and disseminate the
message of Christianity. ' Alexander the Great was responsible fore
the existence of this e¢ity. He fashioned the chain of circumstance
which through the last three cenburiss bhefore Christ led up to "the
fulness of bime" - & chain in which Alexandris formed one of the
strongest links, Alexander was the instigator, the originator of
the movements which, cenfered in thé great urban center, swayed the
world in the last three pr@paraﬁory centuries and molded it into
resdiness for Christianity. He was the source from which gprang thé
Hominant factors infiuencing %hé life and timeg of men in that periocd.
He decided the trend of history and set it on iks way. The first
century was what it was largely because of what this man had been end
what he had sccomplished. In the fourth cenbury before Christ, Alex-
anfer hsd changed the course of hmmen hisgtory and turned it into new
channels. The sﬁfeah of influences sttendant thereto, flowing down
through those final centuries, swirled sround Alezendrie until it

widened out and became the brosd expanse which wag the Chrigtisn era.

- -



B. The Life =2nd Charascter of Alexander

Alexander®s path through history was meiée possible by two
things - the powers‘which were his by natwe and training smd the op-
portunities which opened up before him =8 he blazed his way. These
circumstances which opened the way for Alexsnder the congueror sad pro-
duced Alexsnder the forerummer of Christianity would have gone unheeded
hed not Alexsnder the mem been ready to grasp and use them for his pur-
pegse, To £it him for the role he was to play, he wes prepered by natu-
ral gifts and by the influences which surrounded him during the early,
formative years of his life., He lived only thirtyvé%éfgeaxs; he reigned
¢aly fourteen yeara:; yet at his desth he had carved In the hall of his-
tory e niche which no other man has surpessed aznd few have egualled, and
had made an incomparsble contribution to the world in preparing it for
the advent of the Redesmer. To waderstand the bumsn phenomenon which

was Alexsnder is to understend £irst the mem.

l. His 1if&o
8. Birth snd heritage,
Alexzander I1I of Macedon, termed “the Grest™, the men who,
“On & far greater scéié than ﬁlcibiadeﬁwmmwas born texd@ the most good

1 was, at his birth in B.C. 356, &

or the most herm to all his worlds,
marked men in the eyes of his OWﬁ“Wled at lesst. This son of Philiy
I1 of Hscedon snd Thracian Olympiss, wee, sccording to the legend of

Eis birth, alsc & son of the god, Zeus. Drury gives the legend of his

@ L © L3 @ & @

1. D. G. Hogarth: Philip snd Alexander of Macedon, p. 165.
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birth thus:
®0lympias, . « . the night before the merrisge, dreamed that a
thunder bolt fell upon her which kindled a great fire, whose
divided flames were gscattered all sbout and then were extin~
guishedeml

He remarks that this prodigy wes a fitting imege of the life of Alex~

ender znd of that deminion which was to rise so rapidly, to dazzle the

& Prom his lacedonisn fother Alex~-

world snd sc¢ guickly to diszppesar.
ender inherited the strength of character which so distinguished him,
his Eingly bearing and his nmestery of wille. This inheritance was tem~
pered with that from his Thracisn mother; the element of the heroie,

the zegt for daring achievement, the tinge of the fantastic which com=

bining with his Hacedonian heritsge, produced a remarksble personslity

fitted for almost superhumsn emdeavor.

be His debt to his father.

As Alexzander wse to pave the way for suceeedings ages, 30 in
the years précéding his birth his father, Philip, had prepared the way
for him. HMuch of what Alexender later accomplished was made possible
by what his fether had done during the years of his reign. When Alex-
ender at the sge of {wenty ascendsd the throne of his country he in~
berited more than & mere instrument of conguest. To Philip he owed it
that he was accepted by the Greeks as a Greek and thet he was enabled
to carry with him and transplant in the east the spark and ingpiration
ef Helleniec culture. To such an achievement as this long yesrs of pa-
tient wdlscoursged effort only ceuld heve brought any King of lacedon.

& @ @ L] @ L @

le Vietor Drury: History of Greece, p. 115,
2. Ibid. V



For Philip had inherited a kingdom of subjecte of gress, mncultured
habits, who lacked honorable tradition and were contemptible to their
Greek neighbors. He bequeathed to his son g kingdom through which
Hellenism, representing the highest standard s men could attain, had
crept and lifted the Mscedonisn domein in the eyes of the world.-
Alexzsnder, as a son of Olympies, would have been su Albanisn chieftain
rather than a Greek citizenm; as 2 son of Philip but s rude Helleme,
but on this rough stock was grafted by Philip's example and the precepts
of the tutors provided by the father, all the most éxclusive sentiment
of the Greeis.”
The heritage which Philip gave his son, Alexander passed on

to the world, and, aceording to Bobinson:

wif pestex;ity owee much to Philip*s son, it also owes = debt -

and no small debt- to the father who begueathed to Alexander an

ideal sc high, who set bhim his task and egquipped him with both

the power snd the training to acecomplish what is perhsps (if we

:iiglj:sa@me} the greatest cultural conguest in the world®s his-

This cultural conguest was Alexsnder®s unlique contribution to the prepars-

tory €ra.

¢e His physieal endowment.
The singular endowment of physical strength and beauty set
Alexander off awongst his fellows, made him & unigue figure among his
econtempeoraries, bore out his own idea of himself as & god, and, coupled

& & @ @ s & &

l. ©Cf. G. E. Robinson; History of Greece, p. 355,
2. §f, H@garth: CPhe Qi’tog FBe 163-164.
&. Hobinson; op. ¢it., p. 356.



with his characteristic imperiousness and force, wae signsl in meking
him the lesder he became. He looked the part he played. Alexandexr's
extreme beauty has become & tradition. Hogarth has compiled this
deseription from the extant sources. In 311 sntiguity Alexander was
famous for beauty of faee, not guite of the then scecepted type, bub
fuller featured and more ardent. His skin was singularly fair gnd
clear aand though in stam%e he was not above the ordinsry he had the
frame and aspect of an Glﬁmpie sthlete. His head wes habituwally in-
elined té the left shoulder more through unc@nséious pose than through
malformation of disesse. His large and liguid but fierﬁ eyes arrested
‘attention most in his face and gave & singular impression of amplitude
and 1ife. He less remarkable were the mouth and chixa} Thise grace
and beauty, so atbtractive to any Greek of that pericd, was no small
faector in drawing to him the soldiers whose loyal support mede his work

possible.

d. His education and training,

The father, with the Hellenic ideal in his heart, surrounnded
his son with every influence vwhich would meke of him & culitured Greeik.
Bature had endowed Alexander liberslly with z brilliant mind, keen per-
ception, fertile imsgination. In spite of his splendid physigue he
cared little for field sports. His chief interests ley in the realm of
the intellect. IHor was his education entirely from books. He early
acguired a knowledge of the world im which he lived from his contact
with the emissaries from all lands who visited his father®s court. He

¢ ® e © e e 8

l. O©f. Hogarth: op., cit., pp. 160=161.
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was soon schooled in war, for st sixteen, during Philip's absence, the
young prince guelled an uprising of the tribes on the nerthern barderel
It wae, however, under the tutelage of thg great magter,
Aristotle, who was his teacher for three years, that the future con-
gueror, realized the development of his powers of intellect, and
achieved an appreciation for the finest of that Greek culture which it
wag his mission to take to all the world. Always = keen and precocious
child, the youth, Alexsnder, attained under Aristotlie & real snd genuine
love of knowledge for its own sake. Arigtetle opened up befere him sll
the vistas of the then kuown learning., Miss Knott says that to the
teachings of the great Greek scholar is probably due in large measure
Alexander®s vnbounded admiration for the mesterpieces of Greek litera~
ture and art. Through the same teaching the young men's imsginstion
hed been kindled end his whole personslity imbued with the splendor of
Greek genmsﬁ
Breasted states:

#Deeds of the ancient herces touched and kindled his youthful

imegination and lent a hercic tinge to his whole personality.

As he grew older snd his mind ripened, hls whole personality

was imbued with the splendor of Greek genius and Hellenle cul-

ture.”
He was passionately fond of poetry and kept & copy of the 1Iliad, which
he knew by heart, wnder his pillow:; he was so steeped in Homeric myth-
ology that eventually he came to view himself as 2 sort of superhbumen
hero, mpde like his favorite character, Achilles, of finer stuff then

® & e @& e © e

1. ©Of. article, Alexander the Great, Encyclopedia Brittanics, TYol. I,
Ps 567.

2. OCf, Laurs Knott: Student®s History of the Hebrews, p. 336.

3. de He Breasted: JAncient Times, pp. 428-429.
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Like Achilles, he played the lyre and all musical instruments
except the flute. FPlutareh recounts that music had such a grest influ-
ence on him that once on hearing the singing of o warlike hymn he sprang
to his feet and seized his weayonséz

His lovs of knowledge led him into every known braunch of learn~-
ing. Aristotle eultivated in the mind of the boy the serious disposi-
tions which slready existed there, teaching him many sciences, polities,
ethics and eloquence. He inspired his pupll with a taste for medicineos

The master introduced his pupil to most profouwmd speculations
and with boylsh precocity Alexander was impatient to probe the deepest
mysteries of philosophy before he had mastered its elements and through-
ovt his life he continued to vake a keen interest in botany, Zooleogy and
other sciences.4 y

Hogarth adds that his interests ranged all the way from the
conguest of the world to the colleection of spacim@nseﬁ As Alexanderts
intellect was given itz widest scope there developed within him a strong
bent for systematic orpasnizstion and there increassed within him tﬁe de=
sire for all that was truly great in peace as well as for that in war.
The philosopher who desired to understand all thiﬁgs and reduce them to
order was the fitting tuter of the king who wished to conquer all thinge
that he might reconstruct them all. During those years wnder Aristotle

e L2 & 3 & @ L

1. ©f. Bobinson: ope. cit., pp. 357-38B6.
2. ©Cf, Drury: op. cit., p. 117.

S. Cf. Ibid«w.; Pe 1i8.

4. €f, Robinson: op. cit., p. 358.

Bs ©€f., Hogarth: op. ¢it., p. 165.



genius was harnessed and directed snd shaped for the use to whieh it

would be pu‘t;al

8. His kingsghip.

‘Alexauder was twenty years of age when he ascended the throne
and inherited the inevitable taszk of adding the Bast to the domain of
Macedon. He was the confident heir of a new made order, cradled in the
late invented militerism and imbued almost at his father's knee with
the ides that whoseo disposed of the forces of Macedon could dispose
also of the ear%;hag' |

From the outset he was supremely conscious of his own abili-
ties and very sure of his ultimste success. Hogarth sees him ascend-
ing the throne:

%4 most masterful and comscious charsecter, self-reliant to a
fault, little hampered by restraints of constitution or family,
but disciplined somewhat in Philip®s hard school of arms. 244
& most brillisnt, precocicus intellect, given the widest scops
by contact for three years with the mind of Aristotle, and
deeply tinged again with the romentic side of Hellemic culture;
add the frame and constitution efsm Olympie victer and again
the beauty of =2 Frazitelean god.?

Alexander soon made it evident that he was not to be content
with small things. He was to be "the Grest®™ or nothing. Philip's
death was & signal for a simmltianeocus upriging of all his subject
provinces. Within a fortnight Alexander, by o quick grasp and ezpert
hendling of the situation had shown who was the mester. He saved
Greece for it was as her representative and chempion that he meant %o

@ @ @ L] ® 8 &

1. ©f. BI'HI‘Y: 0Pe Qitog Pe 119.
2. ©f, Hcgar‘%h: 0D« Citcg Pe 164,
G Ibide§ Pe 165,



march into the East. With charscteristic theoroughness he levelled the
¢ity of Thebes to the dust as an example to other rebels. Aft.ér that,
21l Gresce knew she now had one mas}ter = but in losing liberty she hsd
gained an spostle for her culture.t

In April 334, Alexander, then twenty-two years old, left his
native shores for Asias, bent on the conquest of Greece's fraditional
foe, Persia. He met the enemy at the river Granicus azié emerged vig=
torious from the fray. Wheeler givesg this piceture of hime

“The flush snd vigour of splendid youth were wupon him and ne
onqualled, him a stripling. I?e ware the emm.qf auecassgthat
genips and not luck had won him and that sge might envy.”

Alexander had proved his mettle. From that moment on success
attended his every move. He marched through Syria, Palestine =ud Egypt
and those couvntries bowed to him. In 331 he met the Persians agsin at
Gavgemela ami there ensved the grea'?cest battle in the record of the
encient world. On that day Alexander wrested from the hand of Darius,
king of Pergis, the scepbre of power asnd the erown of the Eagt passed
to the Macedonian®s head., Ooncerning the battle of Gaugemels Wheeler
conments: 4 |

®Phe issues of §enturiaa had struck their balance in a day.
The chanpel of history for a thousand years had been opened
with a f£lying wedge.®d

In the few yeérs of his life which remained Alexsnder ex-
tended his domain into Indis and was, at the time of his death, pre=-
pering to enter Arabla. Three days before the Arabian expedition was

e ¢ © © @ & ©

1. Cf, Robinson: op. cit., pp. 358=360.
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due to depart he died. He wes only thirty-three but he had in his
brief span, made ean indelible imprint on the ammels of time. At his
death his empire was brokenm up. The world was thrown inte confuslon
but out of the cheos emsrged order; and out of the darkness of despalr
there came the glimmers of the dawn which herslded that Light of all
the world which come three cemturies later,
Wheeler has beautifully expressed the fact agd import of
Alexander®s death: | |
®The story of Alexander had become a story of death. He died
himeelf before his time. With his 1ife he brought the 01d
Greece to its end; with his death the state he had founded.
But they 21l three, Alezander, Greece, the Grand EBmpire, each
after its sort, set forth, as history judges men and things,
the inner value of the saying, "Except a grain of wheat fall
into the earth and die, it abideth alone, 'l

2. BHis character.

Alexsnder is generally conceded to be something of 2 humen
wonder-worker. The versatility of his asccomplishments, %he breadth of
his genius, the power of his personality set him aside as & wique in-
dividual. He was king, conqueror, statesmsn, emperor, civie. promoter,
god (aceording to his own opinion) end men. He wes by no means per-
feet “but he was uvnique and represented the best of the civilization of
his day. God used him in a great work. From e multitudinous arrsy of
personal charscteristies and from the almwpst limitless outresehes of
hig varied interests snd abilities, there emerge those traits which,
acting negatively or positively, principally determined his career and
get his feet in the direction followed.

1. Wheeler: op. cit., p. 50L.
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ae A leader of men.

Alexender was preeminently & lesder of men., Had he not been,
his career would have never reaeﬁeﬁ the realm of the extraordinary,
for his army, drawn from every people he touched, was the practical
means by which he achieved desired ends., He was the lesder of his men
through Iinheritance - but he kept that position because he commanded
and keptv thelr respect, because he was the embodiment of all that they
admired. In commenting on this trait Hogerth says:

#plezender®s physical excellence attracted those whom his intel-
lectual force might have daunted or repelled; ani the twe to=
gether endowed him with & personal megnetism which seems to have
been felt ec‘mallg by the gubtlest Greek zmd the rudest barbarian
in his serviee.™
Unlike any other aimw in ancient history, Alexander®s men wére fight-
ing, not for a cause, but for a man.

Alexsnder was egoistic, seli’i‘sh and inordinztely provd. He
made no seeret of tthe fact that he comsidered himself superior to his
fellows znd that the best was not good encugh for him. Yet mén trusted
him, loved him, adored him. He exemplified the unbridled passsion, the
brutal disregard of the Oriemtal for huwen life, the heszrtless tyranny
of the despot, yet the passion was subdued through irom comtrel of will
and only on rare occasions burst its bounds: the erueliy was offset by
many moments of tenderness, the tyramnical despot often became the
goldier fisghting with his comrades.

Adventure was the mainspring of his whole personality. He

imparted this zeal to others and could inspire his scldiers with the

® & e ® ® e &
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same mnbounded belief in his ster that he himself possessed, so that
Greek soldiers whose fathers had grumbled at Cyrus when he proposed to
lead them beyond the bounds of Asia Minor, were ready to follow Alex-
ender passt the ranges of the Hindu Kush or through the wilds of
ankestan.l

Alexander was frank and ¢pen and sincere‘an& passionately
scorned any deed which™was not able to stand in the sun.® Too, his
respect for women and his moral cleanliness made him an exception to
his timeseg

Toward the closing yeers of his life g perceptible change
erept into his charscter. Suceeéss came to0 easily and with it a grad-
ual hardening of his whole being. His deification ard his interns-
tional policy resulted as it must in personal detriment. He lifted
himgelf to & lefty =znd lonely eminence 'wherein his most devoted friends
could not follow him.

Tragiec consequences attended the last twe years of his life.
His insensibility to pain became p@sitif{a eruelty, impetmtisity grew

to foolhardiness, diplomaecy to deceitﬁ; 5

Ezubersnces and passzions were
exaggerated to the point c;;f disease. ’I!hreizgh it all, however, his

powers of leadership suffered no real deterioration; he was never more
clear snd tenascious of purpose or more astute and beld in adopting snd
adapting mesns.?  Whatever the depay of his character, neither was his
mental force nof was the absolute devotion of the rank and file %o him=
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be 4 practical genius.

A master of tecties, and a master of strategy, & ceaseless
worker and a tireless organizer, Alexander handled his army with su~
perior skill and, during his life, held every rein which kept in
check the vast domain he ruled. He was efficient and capable =nd per=
formed tasks which would have completely exhauatgd 2 less powerful mes.
He had a gift for organization and 2 unigue capacity for action, Botbsg=
ford thinks, however, that he was "too romantic and egoistic® for rezsl
stat esmanship.” '

Alezander dled before the real test of his powers ez a
statesman came but during his life he was weaving the thresds of two
vast empires, the Greek and the Persian, together, and although his
political structure collapsed at his deé@h, he hed set up the frame
-over which was spread that which constituted his real conquest - the
diffusicn of Hellenle culture.

Robinson summarizes the influence of his statesmeonship:

%is & cénquer@r he was perbaps warivalled in snmtiguity; and the
genius of his military exploits so impressed themselves on Asia
that the romance of his career became a fairy tale in the folk=
lore of a score of langusges. . . o But the influence of his
constructive statesmanship went deeper still, producing in the

history of civilizatlion consequences which he himself for all
his powers of vislen could never dimly have foreseen.®
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c. 4n idealist.

Combined with the practical genius which was the flower of
one phase of his mekeup was the vision, the idealism, the mystical
element of his nature which entwined with his wmtiring capacity for
action, is the secret of his greatness. Alexender was given by his
mother a sense of mission. This sense was heightened by his contaect
with the eulture of Greece under Aristotle and became the driving foree
of his 1ife and grystallized in the desire to make wniversal the Hel-
lenistic ideal of life. Idesalism flamed within the men and practical
minded though he was, he was swayed by his ideals. He loved mmsic and
gong and the conversation of men. He knew the charm of letters and
gave to their gods thelr dﬂ@&l

- Although he was not consclous of his plagce in the working out
of the plan of the true . God.. his sense of the mystical mad.é him con-
scious that he was an instrument in the hands of thet which controlled
the universe, in his conception, the gods of mythology.
3¢ His Plage In History. '

The external facts aione of his ecareer would plaé};?in 8 con~
spicuous and wmerowded corner of the cgrriééx‘ of history. It is re-
markeble that in fourteen years the ruler of a comparatively obscure
kingdom should become emperor of Burope and Asisz = and that emperor be
only thirty-three years of age, Breassted thinke thet he was well
termed Tthe Greal® for few men of geniung and certainly nmone in so brief
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& career have left so indelible a mark upon the course of humsy affairsel

Alexsnderts star flashed out of the western sky snd did not
set in the emst until it had shed its light in every guarter of the world
and the horizon was definitely illumineted by its reflectien, During
the short span of fourteen years, the lMacedonisn moved across twe con-
tinents, joining East and West, breaking the barriers of race =nd custom
an@ changing the character of all that he touched.

Hogarth gives him this plege in history:

®Judge how we may his intentions and acts, this at least can~
not be doubted, that since so much that he said and did, aad
so much thet is gredited to him, has passsed into the common
thought and speech of mankind, saint or sinner, devil or god,
Alexzznder is among the Immortals .=

€8s The Extent and Character of Alexanderts fonquests.

Alexander the congueror was the medium through which Alex~
ender the man became Alexander the forerunner of Christiasnity. His
conguest of the world by the sword was, wmconsciously at first, and
later, when total conguest was assured, consciously, & means to & much
greater end. This end was the universal diffusion of Hellenie culture.
Alexender died before he saw this aim sccomplished objectively but the
line of Greek influence had bheen flung out by him to all perts of the

empire 0 serve a larger purpose than Alexender ever dresmed of = %0

unify the world and so prepare it to receive Tarist.

1. His awbition for mmiverssl Hellemization.
Wher Alezander left his native shores in 334 his sole alm was
¢ & @& e e @ @
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to vanguish Persis sznd to subjugate the peoples of the Bast $o the
dominion of Mecedon. This objective was scon stteined. The battle of
Granicus wade him mester of the Greek colonies of Asis Minor:; the bat-
tle of lssus in 335 opemed the way to Syria and Bgypt, to the siege and
capture of Tyre in July, 332, end to the founding of Alexandria at the
mouth of the Nile in the same year. The battle of Arbela in Oectober,
&31, which sowded the death knell of Persian supremecy, gave Alexzmnder
complete control of the Asiastic world. Within three years he had es-
tablished his suthority to the boundary of India =nd in thres years
more, by the sumer of 325, he had compelled submission as far as the
river Indus. Two years later, in 323, he died in the midst of plans
for the Hellenization of Asis and the unifiecatiom of the wcrla.l

The aim for mere conguest had grown into the desife te tie
together his heterogeneous possessions with finer and stronger cords
than those of mere politiecal lordship. Alexander envissged a universsl
empire in which nationalities would merge in one allegiance and bar-
riers of race would be forgotten. Hellenic culture would be the leaven.

A variety of motives are attributed to the congueror in this
woIik of universal amalgamation, Sanders maintsins that his motivaetion
was partly selfish, at least raclally so, aud partly altruistieez

Hogarth warns sgaingt giving Alexander sredit for toc ex-
alted an ideal, for to suppose that he foresaw sltogether even what
Hellenism would effect for his own selfish end of empire is to ramk him
with the praphetaga This writer believes:

L4 ] ¢ e s e @
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®Alexender had no prophetic view of the regeneration of Asia
or the mission of the Hellene, indeed no sltruistic motive at
alle His was simply a highly enlightened selfishness, which,
having conquered by the sword, knew it eould possess in per=
manence only by fostering the influences of pesce. To Alex-
ander commerce znd Hellenism were means, not ends, means in-
deed far from clearly grasped or uaderstood but in so far as
he did grasp and wnderstand them, his glory the glory to all
time of having epplied on a great scale for whatever end the
greatest influences for peace in the world of his day.”
Whatever his motives it is apparent that he ceught a vision
of a brotherhood of men which three centuries hence would transcend the

superficial - and take root in the heart of men,

2. His ﬂanqﬁes%sa
8. By the sword.

The story of Alexander's conguest is that of the evoluticn
from king of Meacedon to emperor of the world. He was & military
genius and his exploits dazzled the esrth. He remains the one general
of history who wom all his battles.>

The desire for acguisition drove him on, for he, like Philip,
his fsther, was but z man of his sge and race -~ an age and rTace whose
grestest tescher laid it down for law that the Hellene was absolutely
Justified in enslaving the barbarisn. No more subtle meoral rule
claimed the attention of s Hellenle conguercor in that day than the
right‘of the stronger. Hogarth says that:

"The world gas that Hellene's oyster whose sword could 1ift
the shell.®

Greéee, then Asia and Bgypt were brought to subjection. The
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turn of Alexanderts yeer came with the death of Darius after the bag-
tle of Arbela. Though the death of the Persian ruler did not consti-
tute in itself s decisive moment, Hogarth thinks that historisns have
been right in regarding the swmer in which it took pleee as casrdinal
iﬁ Alexandert's careexg for it was then thst first it became clear to
all men that there was presently to be neither king of Mscedon nor
captain-general of Hellas, nor Great King of Persisz, but an emperocr of
Europe and Asiaol

However, Alexander is not %o be estimated merely ass military
congueror. If he had been only this he would have left no greater im-

pression thean Attila or %anerlane.g He muzt next be considered in the

light of his larger purpose, his attempts to unify and amalgemate his

miree

be By his constructive policy

The world lay a2t his feet but for Alexander conquest 4id not
find its sequel in oppression or exploitation. He hed now to weld
that vast territory into an orgsnized whole., The conguest was sceom~
plished but the greater work = that of fusion - lay before him if he
would realize his aim and be master of one great Hellenle society.

Alexender had received from his father the idea of a great
empire and he now laid the foundation of & realm almost beyond compre-
hemsion in the sweep of the plan of organization. Time was givesn hinm
‘anly to make the initlal steps in.this work, but in the brief span yet

ls ©f, Hogarth: op. cit., pe 217. Fivie
2o Of. do Es Ho Thomson: ®Alexander®, International Standard Biblical
Eneyclopedia, Vol. 1, pe 93.



allotted to him, he exhibited & quality of coustructive statesmznship,
which, aceording to Hobinson, stands beyond q’a;eational The empire was
to be orgenized by two peneral methods = the fusion of the raeeé which
was more or less & failure: apd the leavening of the Bast with the
methods snd idess of the West.© In lster yesars this latter plen was

successful beyond Alexander®s expectations.

{1} The fusion of races.

Rostowtzaff avers thet to mnite the dynasties of Macedon and
Paersis was eésy enough but to establish the new dynssty upon an srig-
togracy end &n army vhich should be half lsecedonisn and half Iranisn
was probably beyond the limite of what is possible for men. The dif=
ference was too great between the historical %tradition of the two na=-
tions and their mental attitude, the growth of the ages, was too far
aparéi

However, to Alexenderfs imeginative and ideslistic mind it
looked possible = so he tried it. Robinson gives this discussion of
the result: He spplied the principle in various ways but in every
cage it proved a failure. He employed Asiatics and Buropesns side by
side bubt oub of elzhteen native satraps few proved worthy of the trust,.
In the army he was engaged in drafting Oriemta]l soldiery inte the ramis
of the Macedonian phaleanx and the policy brounght nothing but discon-
tent, He brought masses of homeless Greeks as well as his owa veterans
inte his new citles, but his project of wholesale tramsportations never

le ©Cf, Robinson: op. cit., ps 409.
Z2e ©Cfe Ibid., ppe 411=412,
5. Cf. Mo Rostovtzeff: History of the Ancient Vorld, v. 351.



came to fruition. He made no attempt to move Asiatics to Burope, and
though memy Greeks came voluntarily to Asia, the real need, if any
genuine fusion of race was to be achieved, was for Greek women. The
intermasrrisge of & few thousand Macedonians with Oriental wives was
not enough, and the half-breed population resulting from such wmlonsg
st sgpeedily have relapsed into barbarismal

#*The fact is that Alexzander was faced by the same problem which

modern European nations have encountered in their occupation of

backward countries. « . . The obstacles for Alexander were not

indeed so great; for between (reeks and Persians the difference

of blood is comparatively far less thsn between British and Indian,

Nevertheless, even had he lived, it is unlikely that he would

have made much real progress. Rast is East and West is West,

sud how to bring them together is a_problem that still defies

the powers of huwen statesmsnship.®

(2] The leavem of Hellemism.

The second method of smeligemmtion, however, proved eminently
successful. Hellenism,that body of ideas which represented the mental
activity of the Greek people, conguered the world for Alexsmder. Wher-
ever he went, went also the Greek idea of life and the Greeks® way of
living it. Greek art and culture followed the conguering army and
through Greek institutions permeated the East. Much of the success of
this wholesale importation of a new civilization depended on the fact
that the orgenization for the whole was not "imposed from without but
contributed by all its members as from withiﬁ.“a
Those whom he conquered, Alexander made sharers in his plens

4

and so won the vanguished peoples to him. The Greek language, fol-
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lewipg in the wske of the army, opened the way for the universal dis-
semination of all else Gresk,

The Greeke lived in city-states and their culture was the
product of city life. Hence, Alezander in his process of Helleaize~
tion, established cities everywhere. At almost every stage of his ad-
vance he planted o township pleaned on Greek models and populated for
the most part by Greeks, Over seventy of these cities are mown to
have existed and some, like Alexandria, became great and flourishing
citiesﬁl

Hative customs retired before the great assimilating force
and the subtle leaven of Hellenism entered into the life of the com~
monities, far and wide, and before loang the whole was leaveuedoz

Cormerce, bond of the nations, was developed inte vast pro-
portions and ssw before it routes, either new or for the first time
made saf&; and harbors, shipyards, havens and stations for the supply
which he hed prepared for it. Industry wes given impetus to produc-
tien by the immense wealth, long inagtive amd sterile in royal coffers,
which Alexander mow threw inte eimulation.s

In his govermmental organization of satrapies there was a
strange but wholesome fusion of the Orient with western ideas, which
although not ultimetely sueccessful, formed for the time one more livk
in the great chain Joining East and West.4

At the head of s8ll this great system, keeplingz check upon every
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move that was made was one man. All roads of empire led to him,
While he lived he ruled one great, wnited empire. He had fulfilled
his vocat ig’n &8s & revolutionary and had opened up the way for the
fusion of the diverse tendencies of East and West, which was to re-
sult in nothing less than the development of a cosmopoliten religion

for man.

%e The results of his cenguest.

Alexender died at the age of thirty-three, just as his work
of amalgamation was begimning. Drury points out that now that the
work of force was completed the work of wisdom would heve to “begineg

The eongueror died, however, before he was reslly faced with.
this latter work in any great extent. At his death his empire was
rent to pieces by gquarrelling generals. The time hed not yet arrived
for the wnifleation of the world which must be aceomplished before the
advent of Christ. Had Alexander lived his personal influence would not g
have resulted in benefit to the world but rather the rewerse. The task
of administration would have been so great that he would not have had
time to practice the arts of peace. Too, inm his later years he and his
policies were becoming more smd more Asiatized and as time went on
Burope instead of Hellemizing Asis would have been, im all likelihood,
Asistized, As it was, the dismenmberment of Alexander®s empire asswred
a certain amount of Greek homogeneity throughout the conguered provinees.
The work of the divine purpose could better be promoted in the whole-

some emmlation of rival states then wnder 2 single central government
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in which those states were united. With s single great empire there
would have been only one center of inflwence but in the division which
followed Alexander®s death several great ceunters existed, each & factor
in welding together the various peoples of the widely diverse seﬁtimsal
Desth prevented Alexsnderts undoing that which he had dons
to make ready the world for the coming Saviour.
His work was of incontestable amd lasting value. His earthly
empire vaenished but his ideals remained and his conception of humenity
and his ideal of culture did not die. His endeavors hed transformed
the Bast, giving it an entirely new vision of life. The world was
literally & different place after he had gone through it. He set free
that "lembent winged ethereal spirit of Greec@’z which permested all
oivilization and changed it. ”
Hogerth says of him that:
“He d4id more than any single man to bresk down that proud division
of the world into few Greeks amnd myriad barbarians, which had
stimulated the seed of civilization, but was become a cramping
and suffoecating influence on the grown plant. He did wore than
any single man up to his day to msake one part of the world known
to the other, and, unconsciously enough, s¢ to widen his grest
tutor®s principle of social organizetion, that little more than
three centuries later & church became possible which contained
Jews, Greeks, and Latins, *Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites,
and the dwellers in Mesopotamis, ™
Az a result of his conquesﬁs he had loosed upon the world

mighty forces which prepared the soil from which Christianity sprang.
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De The Besultent Contribution of Alexander
to the Work of Preparstion

Alexander the Great was more tham & conguerer - he was the
egpostle of one of the greatest influences that ever altered the face
of the world. It was as the champlon of Helleniswm that he became alse
the forervmner of that greatest movement for which the Greeian spirig
paved the way. Three mdred years elapsed betwesen the time of Alex~
ender and the birth of Christ and the charescter of these years was &
result of the comtact of the Bast with the forces of Hellenism. As
promlgator of that grest body of Greek civilization, Alerapder blazed
the trail over which Christianity was to travel centuries later.

“For by bresking through the ecrusted shell of narrow prejudlice

which for so long hed cribbed snd confined it, he set the Greek

genius free to spread its wings abroad in unrestricted flight

and find a lodgment wherever men were prepared to receive it,

If he did not create = new national spirit, Alexander created

something which at the time was perhaps even more needed: &

cosmopoliten or international spirit, a spirit in which & com=

munity of intelleectual ideas znd cultural standards was to

trangeend the boundaries of country or of continent, & spirit

which . «  more than three centuries later mmde it possible

for St. Paul to preach & state of society whereln there should

be *aesither Greek nor Jew, barbarian or Scythian, bond or

free, ™! :

W/Ehrwgh Hellenic eulture Alexender fused East and West and

in that process of fusion he came into contact with the Jewish people
whose reaction to the Greek culture put the finishing touches on &

wailting world.

le By the fusion of East and West.
2. The spread of the Greek langusge.
In the wake of Alexander's army followed a far more powerful
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and more subtle instrument of conquest - the language of the Greek
pecple. 1t broke the barriers between two halves of the world:; it
%ranseeﬁiéd boundaries between nations; it obliterated the sharpness
of distinctions between races. It became the miversal tongue and
thus the organ through which the'ﬁhristian‘mﬁssage wag propagated.
When Alexander crossed the Hellespont it mesnt that the nations of the
world were to become a Greek spesking people and three humdred years
wonld be glven them in which to learn the langusge and becowms familiar
with its use before the messsge of salvation was proclaimed.

it took root among the barbarous tribes on the confines of civie
lizabion snd held bthem in its megic spell.> It becsme the accepted
mode of communication between nations. Thomson holds that 1t is impos-
gible to estimste the effest of the spresd of Greek on the promulgse-
tion of the gO&p@lsz The langusge took firm and permenent hold arouﬁd
the shores of the Hediterranesn and ?alestiﬁe, stronghold of the faith
from which Christianity spreng, became bilingual. When the spostles
of the new message went forth to preach end teach they could umder-

stand and be understood among pecples everywhere.

be The diffusion of Hellenie culture.

It was inevitable ﬁhat the culture of Greece should follow
her language. Hellenic culture united more firmly those bonds which
the lengusge had established. The tribes of three continents were
first embraced under one government in order to be unified afterwsrds
in one civilization. Booth believes that:
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“lore potent than Macedonian spears was the foree of Attic

culture. For in those centuries that followed Alexsunder's

death, while his political kingdom vanished with his dying

breath, the Greek languasge, Greek art, Greek customs, Greek

ideas, achieved with amazing swiftness z real snd enduring

saverejﬁ,%nw over the mind and life of the whole ancient

world,."

"l‘h& possession of a common culture was no small factor in

producing the homogeneous soclety which could conceive of a larger

social order in which all men were equal.

ee The widening of menf's sympathies.

Alezander "was the first to transcend national boundaries snd

to envisage, however imperfectly, @ brotherhood of mem in

which there should be neither Greek nor barbarisn.®

Tiwe writes W, W. Parn in discussing Hellemie civilization.

The vision was a purely cultural one but it was: a great advapce in &n
age which set uwp strict distinetions between the learned and the ig-
‘ norant. To Europe and to & large part of Asie Alexander brought new
waye of leocking at the world, a much wider range of thought, 2 sympathy
hitherto practically unknown, for mem of other racesas His empire
blended Jew and Gentlile, although imperfectly, in a brotherhood of
which the world before his time had hed no conception. Gommerce, city
life, travel, brought pecgle in closer contact: the Greek became known
everywhere at the centers of civilization and reciprocal respect for

men of other races was born, preparing the world-mind for &m order vhich

wonld count all men as eg,ualsa

G The intellectual swakening.
As Alexander brought a new sympathy for men he alsc brought
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21l the old concepbtions of God.
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Tarn states thet a dominant festure of the time was the
gbriving after one god. Alezander had transcended netional siates,
which implied trapscending nationel culds. Though there was no longer
one empire, there was one 'iphabited world® and one culture, which
imported one god, ap idea o which philosophy had accenstomed the

e&nea%a&.g

The grasgp of the monotheistic belief whicsh must precede the
understanding of the Christian messsge was working its way into the
thinking of men in the lster preparstory centuries.

The Greeks brought, too, an intellectual breadth of which the
Best knew nothing., They btavght the world to think.
Hellenism provided a medium of ordered thought. When Chriskts
garthly career had ended and those who velisved on Him and who were
entrusted with the transmission of His message were compslled Ho make
their belisfe articulate, they turned t0 the one method of discovering
and expressing truth recognized by the avcient world - 4o the philog.-
ophy of the Greeks. It was on the abtructural foundation of CGreek
thought forms that the precepds of the Christian nmessage were gecurely
grounded and so0 made comprehkensible to the warld.

4s Hellenism was the primary means which enabled Christianity

to trangcend sectional barriers, so eventually it proved the means by

3

which the nations conceived of the spirit and ideas of the Christian

MEBVELE o
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2. In his relation to the Jews.
a. The contact of Hellenism and Hebraism.

When Alexender came in contact with the Jews he touched the
beart which confined the germ cell of Christianity. From the moment of
this countact with Alexzander and sll the Greek influence which he brought
with him, the face of the Hebrew people was tumed from the East toward
the West. When Alexaender merched from Tyre to Jerusalem 2nd was met
by the Jewish priests and paid homage to the Hebrew G,cd.l there was no
intimetion of the clesh which was to follow later betwegn that body of
culture which Alexander represented and that body of tradition which
the Jewish dignitaries upheld, |

The interactions resulting from this clash were the heart of
the transformation which tock place in the Jewish people between the
times of Hehewish and those of Jesus. When Alexsnder came uwp to Jeru=
salem the exclusiveness of the Bast met the Hellenizer from the Wess sg
In this meeting:

“Greek worldliness dashed up against Hebrew religion; Greek
freedom encountered Hebrew legalism; Greek philosophy was met
by Hebrew simplicity:; Greek radicalism was resisted by Hebrew
congervatism. It was the shock of progress. Each had some-
thing to gain from th§ ct?i.zere The blending of two such c%n-r
trary forces proved rich in results for the whole world.®

As Alexsnder changed world history so he changed the course
ef this little pecple who gave to the world its Greatest Gift. In
those last thr/ee centuries of prepsration the Jews underwent & great
internal revolutlon, the outcome of the appearance of Alexsnder in the
Bagt -~ a revolution which purged their nation and strengthened it and

e & € © & © @

1. ©f. Josephus: Antiguities of the Jews, Bke. 11, ch. 8.
2e Uf. WcGinty: ope cite, p. 88. -
G Fairwesther: ZFrom the Exile to the Advent, p. 105.



developed 1t to produce and receive or reject the Christ.
Llexander himself exercised only an indirect influence on
the future of Judeism but in the years following his conguest, says
Ottley:
®. « o @verywhere the Greek influwence was at work, insensibly
modifying both the character and the religious idess of the
Jewish people, and px‘e;garing it in menifeld ways for the ad=
veut of the Redeemer.”
be "“The Diaspors.®
Before the time of Alezander chiefly through the beneficence
of the Persisn rulers, Jewish settlers had gone to meu.y parts of the
world. With the coming of Alexander and the Greeks 2 new dispersion
was inspired. Jews settled in the Greek cities which Alexender founded
round sbout Judaes. The Macedonian treated the Jews kindly find< . -
ing them goad colonists and gradually there grew up in the suceeeding
Jears two classes of the Hebrew people. There were the Jews of the
dispersion and the Jews of the homeland and upon éach group the Greek
influence made its mark, shaping the people for their part inm the drams

of the first century of the new eré.

¢e The founding of Alexandria.

In the founding of the city of Alexandria 1iés Alexanderts
great ;persénal contribubion to thé preparation of the world for Christ.
The city became & new asnd important center of Jewish thought znd ae—
tivity where the Hebrew faith and Greek culture met on equal ground

and the immediate effects were beneficial to the Jews.z

&5 € © @ @ & &

le He L. Ottley: A Short History of the Hebrews, p. 246,
2., O0f. Senders: op. cit., pp. 281-282.
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The city, with its far-resching influences produced that
ind,ivmualg the Greelan Jew, without whom the Christisn messoge might
never have  exceeded’ the marrow bounds of Palestine. Through Alex-
andria the Jew was transformed snd beceme the ®ordeined medistor of

!
the new arag.®

&e Summary of his coutributions.
In summarizing the place of Alexander the Great in the divine
plén of preparation, these facts may be noted:
& Hig preparation for his work,
He was fitted for his part. Endowed with unusual gifts both
physical and mental, and with a remerikably attractive personality: amd
egulpped by education =and training as he was, he was reasdy to tske his

rele in the pageant of history and alter its direction.

be The importence of his congunestsg.

Llexsnder the man became Alexander the congueror. He fol-
lowed up his conguests by the sword with conguest by the arts of peace,
diffusing Hellenic culture and thus consolidating his vast empire.
Constructive statesmanship made permsnent an empire vwhose military
glory soon passed awey. ZEast and West were mvde one and g bond estab~
M‘sha& among the different nations of men thet made them capable of

receliving the gospel of brotherhood in Christ.

c. Alexspder the forerunner of Christianity.

Alexander the mén became Alexander the conguercr that he

might becoms Alexander the foreruaner of Christismity. This title he

1. Breed: op. cit., p. 275.
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merits becsuse he Ald muph o make ready the way for the message of

e

Christ. Fe started movements which resulbed in the fusion of conti-

nents and nztions that Christianity might exceed the narrow bounds of

X

i

one little strip of country; in the

ovision of a universal lapguage

)

through which the message could reach 211 meny in the b?@adening of
the intellechual interests of men: in the implanting of new desires
in %heir hearts that they might vnderstand and accept the Truth when
it came to them. In founding the gity of Llexandris, the congusror
directly affected the Jewish pecple who came in condact with influ-
ences there znd who were prepered by these same forces for the con-
ception of the larger purpose of thelir religion. Alexandria provided
& distribtuting center for the Gresk culture which brought about the

nrofound changes completing the work of preparation.
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CHAPTER II
THE FISTORY AND (CHARACTER OF ALEXANTRIA IN RELATION TO

THE PREPARATION OF THE WORLD FOR CERISTIANITY

A

L. Inbroduction.

The forces which Alexander had loosed in the world swirled
around Alexandria. From its foundasion in 332, through the years of
our Lord's earthly ministry and the first diffienlt decades of the
new faith, uwntil the supremacy of power passed into the hands of Rome,
and until, in the third cenbury afber Christ, the heart of Christisnity
moved from the Hast to the West, Alexandris was the focel point of
men's living and thinking., From the time of its foundation, the city
blazed an upward frail of glory until 1t reached the pinnacle of
commercial and intellectusl greatness. Buring the esrly years of the
cityts history wise and culitured rulers guldsd its destiny. The
center of the best of Hellenic culture, it becsme the melting pot of
the reces, the pulse of their very life. Into this melting pot poured
the Jews, now dispersed throughout the enbtire world, to blend with the
Greek thought thelr uvnigue religion, to be set free from the btrammels
of provincialiam, that g%augh ﬁhe% in the first century of the new ers
their religion, now flowered into fulfillment, might wing its way %o
21l the peopleg of the earth.

fhe Greeks were very necessary in the plan of preparafion.
The Jews occupled sn indispensable placs. The two peoples met in the

city of Alexandris to give and t0 take from each other and sc bring



to its culmination “the fulness of time." This city was fitted to
engender and nourish and bring to fruition the forces resuliant from

that meeting.

B, The Advantages of ﬁléxanaria ag a City.
1, In its origin,

Alexzander®s trip to Bgypt in B.C. 332 resulted in one work
of lasting value to the world and of momentous consequence in the work
of div ine preparation - the founding of the eity which bears his names
His motive in estsblishing the metropolis was primerily commercial.

In the swmer of that year the congueror had laid siege to Tyre on the
eastern coast of the Great Sez and hed left the world without & mis-
tress of her trade. He may have wanted to create & new port in Egypt,
& "Hacedonian Tyre® which would take the place in world commerce, and
more than the place, which the original Tyre had taken.'

Tarbox suggests that, too,

®. ¢ o he had his dream of future repose and greamesskwhen the
werld should be subdued wnder him, =znd he should sit in state
in the proud eapital callgd after his name, and all nations
should do him reverence.”

The site which he selected bears out the conclusion that it
was a commercial capital which he had in mind preeminently. Alexandris,
distinguished from the rest of Egypt as "the city®, was built, net in-
land as were the other great cities of the ancient‘ world, but on the
shores of the same great sea on which Tyre stood and at 2 point better
suited to the new condition of the worlde®

@ @ @ & L] @ L

1. Cf. Edwyn Bevan: History of BEgypt, p. 4.
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Hear the little fishing village of Rhacotis, on & dry lime=
astone slite, opposite the Isle of Pharos and situated between the
Mediterranesn Sea on the north and Lake Mareotis on the south, rose
the new mumicipality. Alexander intended it to be easy of access for
the Mediterranean merchant ships and the central part of his empire
and there was no other site on the Nile delts so suitable for this

1
Purpose.

Glover gays that the city was:

WWell plenned ss to site, safe from the silt which the Nile
brought down;: safe from the west wind which mede harbors im-
possgible in thet area, and supplied by natwe with fresh water,
it hsd reny sdventages. Otherwise the site waz as dull as
Cambridge, flat and sandy as (hicago. But iE becanme a mag-
nificent city and the pattern of meny more.”

Alexander himself occupied Pharos and had & walled city merked
out by Dinccrates on the msinland to include Bhacotis., 4 few months
later, after the actual bullding hed begun, the founder left Egypt for
the East, from which he never returned alive., But the ¢ity was ¥so
planted and rooted that it was destined to live and grcw,“s and. to serve
the world far beyondl the purpose for which it was originally intended
by its fownder, It did becoms the great commercial emporium of the
time. It became also, by circumstances which Alexander had mot fore-
seen, & great cosmopolitan center, molding the character of the first
century world,

“Whatever was in Alexander’s mind, he did a great thing for msn-
kind:; the c¢ity and its thinkers and witers stand high in humsn

history; snd if we say, as we surely may, that Christ captured
the strongest of them, what is the inferencet”

@ & @ & L e @
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Ze In its location znd plan.

"Phe city® stocd on the neck of land between the sea and
loke Hareotis, with harbours on both, commending the commerce ef the
empire. Legend has it that the architects used grain in laying out
the city for Alexander®s inspection snd vhen the birds came down and
devoured the grain it was teken as & sign that the produce of Alexsn—~
dria was to feed the world, & prophecy which ultimetely samsltrneol

The ocity itself originelly consisted of little more than the
island of Pharos, which was joined to the mainland by & mole nearly &
mile long, called the Heptastodion, to the east of which wae 2 natural
basgin and to the west a& artifiecial port, formed by breskwsters and
connected with Lake Mareotis by & canai‘i

But by the reign of Ptolemy II the city of Alexendria, eighty-
siz years after its foundation, stood complete in its essential fea-
tures, possessed of that complexion and cheracter which made 23 im-
press on the world - & city planned with skill and executed with care
and taste, whose sepsrate districte were lald out with regularity;
whose sites for public buildings and open spaces were carefully choseng
whose private homes were counvenient and be&ﬁtifnla ﬁinccrgtes planned
the city on the rectanguler outlay usual in all Hsllenic cities and the
metropolis covered a streteh of territory four milesilwng by three=
fourthe of a mile broadgz It was bisected from north to south and
from east to west by two great colomnasded streets, each more than
thirty -gerds in width, The principal street, the Ganopic street, ranm

le Cf. Bevan: op. cit., Ppe 7=B.
2s OFf, Tarns 0P e citog Pe 159,



lengthways from the Canopus Gate on the east to avccrrespan&ing gate
on the west, being crossed in the centre of the town by aﬁother strees
running from ses t0 lake. Many of the lesser streets, parsllel to the
two main streets, were pssssble for wheeled traﬁfical

Gonspicuous smong the blocks of beautiful bulldings with
which the city was replete was the Royal qusrter, Brucheion, lying on
the eastern harbour and cccupying nearly ome=-third of the city area.

®Aimid the temples and specious gardens stood the Palsce, the
Huseunm and Library, the guarters of the Guard, the tombs of
the Ptolemies end the wonderful tomb built for Alexander's
body by Ptolemy II when he brought it from Memphis.*2
The Palace fronted sﬁ the sea and overlooked the Great Harbour: the
Musewm znd Library were closely comnected at its western end.

Within the city were the buildings which housed the central
offices of the administration; the central stores for corn, oil and
other products, the Hall of Justice and the gymesium, a megnificent
building, Beyon& the east gate lay the stedium and the hippodrome;
in the west, hear the native guarter, stood the great temple of Serepis;
the Paneunm, sn artificisl mound dedicated to Pan gave 2 fine view of
the whole eitygs The Theztre was in the Palace ares with 2 view of
the sea for the spectators in the higher t:iers.é Bhops =nd bazesrs
lined the central thorcughfares. 4 cansl brought Nile water to the
city, distrivuted through conduits to wderground elisterns.

The city overflowed its wall on.bsth gides. To the west of
the Greek section lay the native Zgyptisn gusrter, to the north. the

L] & @ @ -3 L L]
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Jewish section, on the direct esst the gardens of the wealthy ex-
tended %o Canopus, Alevander's playgramnéf

The harbour wharves with their great warehonges formed a
district walled off from the city itself. O{(ubside the walls to east
and west, o tract of land was given uvp to cemeberies.

Cut from the city on the island of Pharos stoocd the 113&@»
hovse, an engineering triuvwnph lighting the way o the harbour. It
was symbolic of the light shed from within the walls of the grest ¢ity
by scholarly minds and the arts of civiligation that a greater Light
might change the darkoess of the world to dewn with the coming of

the Divipe Son,

s In i%g population.

A elty without ite people was but an empty shell. However,
almost immediately thers poured into the waiting metropolis a great
influx of humanity. Alexandris fulfilled the genlug of her founder.
Avove all other citiss of the east, and excepting Rome, of all the
world, this city was the meeting ground of the raeeawl~ In the streets
of Alewvandriz mebt the artisaﬁ§ and commercial pecples of all nations.
To the great Library and Museum flocked the literatl of the period.

As these peoples mingled in Alexasndriz under the spell. of CGreek culture, -
there came the first glimmer of the ers of enlightenment wherein
bvarriers would indesd crumble before the Christisn principle that all
men are eguals,

The largest element of the population was composed of (reeks

who constituted the citizenship of the city. Tarbox poinbts oub that with

L e & e e & @&
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such wealth and reszource at his disposal it was eésy for Alexsuder to
get the currents of life in motion and direet the streams where he
chosze, Multitudes in Macedon were eager o improve their fortunes by
coming to the rising capitalsl The Alexandrians considered them-
gelves Macedonians and Greeks and in thelr social life, their intel=
leetual and artistic culture were Greeks.

Agide from the Greek portion of the population, the most
uumerous were the Jews and the Egyptlans, sach occcuwpying a distinet
gection of the city. The native element were near at hand and now
forming & par% of a growing empire were not averse te living in its
capltal city, although they were not given the rights of citizenship.

Hext to the Greeks the Jews formed the most important ele~
ments Whether or not they hed rights of citizenship is 2 debstable
guestion but they were granted spscial privilezes and recognized by
thé wise Ptolemies as a superior and altogether desirable people.
Alexandria soon became the center of the western dispersion and during
the three centuries preceding the Christian ers the Jewgﬁéame to nuxber
about & million out of a total pupulation of spproximately seven and a
half millians.z Alezander and Ptolemy after him transplanted masses
of this people to the new center and large groups coming in voluntarily
to meke Alexandria their home were drawn into the life of the Greek
metropolis. As they left an indelible impress on its character so
they in turn were sffected by the influences thereg,

Intermingling with Greek and Jew and Egyptisn on the docks

and on the streets were Indians, Arabs, Romens, Syrisms, Persians,

1. Gf. Tarbox: CPDe Citng Pe 234,
2. OFf, Bevan: 0D Citeg Pa 11l.
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negroes. Thers cams at once the clesh of opposition and the peaceful
process of matual assimilation as East met West. Under the alchemy
of the process toleration replaced narrowness, the proviscial became
cosmopolitan, the sectional universal and the limitations of national-
ism crumbled in the wider intercourse of humanity. HRepresentatives of
all nations walked together - to mingle, to sbsorb the culture of
Greece, to wear down barriersg of race and custom, to approzch in some
measure sn international brotherhood, the foreshadowing of the larger

ity of menkind which Christ would bring.

4, In its place in the world.

In the third century before Christ Alezzndrisz becazme the
center of civilizat;an, literally and metaphorically the hesrt of the
wcrldal

| To this meeting place of Burope, Asis and Africa came men
and treasures from all over the world. PFulfilling the dream of itse
fovnder, the city became a great internstional mart, inheriting the
trade of ruined Tyre amd drawing to her ports alsc the new commerce
between Europe and the Arabian and Indian Bast. Harbors brought the
city in touch With the Mediterrsnesn world; the canal comnecting with
the Nile was the first stage of the long voysge to Indias. Booth de-
geribes the ¢ity as a“bﬁsy, bastling, thriving metropelis; fairly
threbbing with restless vitaliﬁy.“g Through the docks flowed an en@»
less tide of trasde; through the harbours filtered the pr@duce of the
world, Opened ug to the city were all the vistes of interest and

l. OCf. Fairweather: The Background of the Gospels, pe 3lé.
2 BOQ‘th: CPe Ciﬁs, Po 54,



achievement attendant upon that center which holds the commercial key
to the world.

Az Alexandris controlled the wealth and commsree of the
world, so the city became mistress of its spirit and its intellect.
By the middle of the second ceabtury preceding the Christizn ers, Alexz-
andria was the rival of Athens for the intellectual mastery of menkind.
In this home of sclence and philosophy, the imsgination of the East and
the culture of the West Jjoined hands to be leavened by theAreligicn of
thé Hebrew. The intélleetual atmosphere was mnigue and characterized
by extraordinary activity, as Hebrew religion, Greek speculation and
Oriental mysticism acted and reacted upon each other.t The syneretism
of Hellenism and Semitism cast the mold of the city's spirit, Freedom
and light were the keynotes of life: the freedom which enmgwed from
the conception that all men were not created inferior te one nation,
Greece s the light of intellectual power. Throughout these centuries
0ld and new, East and West commingled &t Alexendrisz wmtil the cosmo-
politan ssat of pagsn learning becanms, in the first ceatury of Christ,

the stronghold of Christisn thought and deogtrine.

G. The Contributicn of Ptolemslic Alexandris to the
Preparation of the World for Christianity.

l. The Ptolemieg lay the foundations of greatness.

The gradual e#oluticn of commercial mart into mistregs of
pagen learning into capital of Christisn thought which took place at
the close of the old era and the opening of the new; the accuimlstion

& @& & & e © @
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“of the heritsge which Alexandria bequesthed to Christianity was due to
those men who occupied the throne of Egypt from the death of Alexesnder
wtil the dominancy of Rome - the Macedonlan Ptolemies. The first
three rulers in this line determined what the character of the new clty
should be snd set in motion & current of influences which were gtill in
effeect long after the Ptolemsic line had outlived its strength. Host
prosperous end most brilliant of the three demains'into which Alex~-
ender's empire was divided was the Egypt of the Ptolemies.

The first three Ptolemies were true successors of the con-
guercr and as such, true disciples of the culture whieh it hed been
hié ideal to spread universslly. Under them Hellenism was solely &
civilizing power. Ptolemy Soter, founder of the line and his son and
grandson, designated by Coranill as the most important historical per=
sonneges of the entire Hellenmistic period,l ruled wisely and well.
They promoted the culture which was their heritage but made no attempt
to force it upon their subjects. They spent time and treasure on the
pursnit and patronsge of leerning and the peaceful character of the
pericd afforded ample opportunity for the cultivation of the arts of -
peace.

Ptolemy I, the man of war with ‘she‘ échglar’s taste, of more
than ordinary culture and enlightenment, founder of the Museum and
Library,

®: ¢« o gathered into his capital every kind of splendori He had
gegured for it the most ilmportsnt monument of its kind in the

world, the tomb of the great Alexsnder. . » « He egtablished
the most brillisnt palace and court, with festivals which were

@ (-] & L4 ® € -3
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the wonder of the world, He gathered zll that he counld com~
mand of learning and literary fame. And for this the city
wag adeguate, by the largeness asnd sgplendor of its externsl
sppearance .”
Pﬁolémy Philadelpbusg, the son of Boter, the “"magnificent
b
voluptuary with intellectual and srtistic interests®, ocarried on
diligently the great work which his father had begwn, bringing to
completion the Museun and Library.
The third Ptolemy, Buergetes, likewise a patron of the arts
and of literature was onGe wore z strong men on the throme for,
"By & kind of oscillation in heredity, just as the vigorous
founder of the dynsesty had been succeeded by the soft dilet-
tante, the dilettante wae suceceeded in turn bY & men in whom
the warlike Macedonisn stock showed itself still persistent
in spite of the influences of a luxurious court ond the eli-
mate of BEgypt. In PHolemy 111 we see less the son of Ptelenmy
Philadelphus than the grgndsom of Alexandert®s marshals,
Ptolemy and Lysimechus.”

.Under Euergetes, the glory of Alexendria was mdiminished.

Ptolemy IV came to the throne already corrupt, reproducing
his grandfather's vieces in & more extravegant form apnd indifferent to
the affairs of %;fhe people who directed the zffairs of the kingdom a8 -
long as they provided him with the means for a life of literary and
aesthetic semsuality snd saved him the trouble of gwerningaé

However, in spite of his life of sloth and indulgence, he
never ceaged to take an interest in the Alexandrisn Library snd in the
building of temples which his father bhaed begun. Too, like his father
and grendfather, he lived in terms of friendship with the leading
literary men of the day and showed his devotion to Homer by dedicating

[ @ & & @ @ L2
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a temple %o mmgl

The succeeding members of the line, who remained in power
mtil the occupation of the throne by the Roman Avgustus in A.D. 31,
were more concerned im intrigue and in a strugegle for existence than
in the promotion of the arts; bﬁﬂ the meld for Alexamdriats life had
alresdy been set and the first cemtury of Our Lord was the heir of the
glory which hzd accrued to the city in the early days of the Ptolemsic

dynasty.

2e Alexandria s dsnter of lesrning inder the Ptolemies.
8¢ A common culture’ transmitted through the Library and Museum.

If the Ptolemies were the men responsible for bringingﬁlex— |
andria her intellectuml riches, the Musewn and Library were the means
through which the wealth came, for in these institutions, in the sgge of
Alexandrian supremscy, centered the culture and learning of Greece.
Founded by Soter, and the philos@;gh@rg Demetrius of Phaleron; carried
to completion by Philadelphus, who scoured the world for first editions;
suppérﬁed, by the bounty of each ruler, the Museum and Library reached
the height of their magnificeme mder the liberality of Euwergetes, and
eontinued %o dominate the intellectual horizon of %he world far into
the Christisn era.

Mahaffy thinks that the idea of meking Alexendria a centre of
letters matured gradually in the mind of the first king. Ptolemy was
by no means interested in the spread of any special doctrine, but what
he wanted was to have celebrated men thinking and writing at Alexandris.
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It would seex that what the king snd his minister of education founded
was an institution more like sn old college ab Oxford or Cambridge

than saything else., It was a foundation supported by the king snd sd~
joining the royal buildings, in which there was a commons Hall, courts,
cloisters and gardens where dwelt men selected for their literary and
scientifie eminence. This college was rather & bhome of critisal re-
gearech smd éruditi@n than of new ideas aznd the advancement of knowledge.
In literary eriticism, in exsct science, in geography and kindred
studies, the Museum made advances in knowledge which were among the
most important in the progress of humsn civilizatienal This wniversity
of scholars became the scene of scientific research and literary laber
uarivalled in antiquity.z it was *a kind of 'Round Table® for eruwdite
menﬁs who on smnual stipends allowed by the king were to devoie their
lives to the Hises.

Hogtovtzeff points out thet it was typleal of the Hellenistic
age that learning and the importsnce of learning were for the firast
time recognized end appreciated by the state. Erivgte philosophical
schools 8till went on but side by side with them rose the Huseum of
Alexsndris, the first learned society maintained by the Sta$805

To the Huseum in the third smd second ceanturies came the great
minds in all fields of learning, smong thems Buclid, Aristarchus and
' 'Eratostbhenes, the scientists; ?Géllimachus, Aratus, Theocritus, the ©

poeta.

e Cfe ﬁahﬁffyi 0D Citc, DPe 9586,

2. ©Cf., Bobinson: op. cit., pe 417, .

%e George Bushnell: “The Alexendrien Library®, Antiquity, Juwme, 1928,
Be 196,
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The grest Library, coataining a@pfcximately 500,000 rolls of
books, was the handmaid of the savents who gathered at the Museum. In
it were gathered the litersture ani learning of the world and hosts of
copyists, students =and writers, attracted to Alsxandria by Ptolemy II,
kept busy adding to ites tressures zud producing staundard editions of
the greatklibrary works on which all pther libraries came to depend.
This Ptolemy was regpoensible for the number of first editions which the
library contained. He secuied from the Gresek the originals of the
tragedies of Aeschuylus, Saghacles and Buripides. He was responsible
for the transistion of the Hebrew Seriptures into the Greeg.

Literature scquired s new cheracter as gradually writers came
to produce their work for all men rather than for a narrow circle of
- highly educated Greeks: aﬁd gs the minds of men were prepared to appre-
ciate literature. The creative genius of Greece finglly lost its local
limitations.”

Perfection of form rather then origimslity snd fertility of
ides was the dominsnt note of the literature and eventually among the
Alexzandrian scholars pedentry took the place of genuine, crestive work,g

The litersry men, however, did more than ereate & new liters~
ture. They studied attentively =md guarded well the literature af,the
pagt . preserved in the grest Library. They published critical editions
and comsentaries on thoseproductions; intreduced past literagure inte
the schools 28 an indispensable study for every educated man: under
their influsence books made their wéy into private homes; they promoted
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trade in books and laid the foundation for publishing homsesel They
wére regponsible for putting books into the hands of the people, there-
by producing the reading public.

Among the first librarians were Zeunodetus, Demetrius, Cal-
limachus, Bradosthenes, Apollonius, Aristophenes. Of them Callimachus
stands most prominent for he it was who prepared s catalog of all books
in the Library and devised the method of dividing & book into seversl
rolle that the original might not be so bulky.g

Trained critics were engsced in editing the more famous of
the classics, dividing up their contents to suit the convenience of tie
reader, The new art of editing and arranging textbooks reguired much
language stwdy and inveolved the gquestion of correct copies when two
differed. Alexandrian scholars began to meke dictionaries; to write
treatises on the rules of gyntax and to expound the mssterpieces éf
sarlier days - the city became the book-mart of the world.

The most remerkable achievements of this Pholemaic age wers
perfermed in the‘realm of science. During the third and second cen-
turies sn enormous amount of work was done at Alezendria on biolegy,
botany, geology, scientific agriculture and other departments. Plolemy
II had special scientific interest in exploration and in the curiesities
of natural history. Alexandrisn scholars incorporsted in s regular
treatise Hipyocraées' obeservat long of certain meladies. Herophilus made
marvellous snatomical snd physiological discoveries. There were meny
more.
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Philosophy became detached from science and cccupied s
gpeclal position of its own, bedoming emtirely devoted to the stvdy
of humenity and preferring the psycholegical point of view to the
physielogical, as men sought feverishly for a mesning of life, an.

' 1
ideal, and for rules of conduct.

be Influence of Alexsndrisn learning in the prepsratory era.

A1l of this, the philosophy and the science which sought for
the truth, the literature which discussed problems of private and pub-
lic morals, the contact of Greek thought with the religlons of the East,
particularly the Hebrew, hed brought about a close connection between
religion and merality and was preparing the world for the growth of
Christianity with its high moral and ethical teachings,z ~f"/§‘~h@ posses= u'v
sion of & common langusge and a common culture, the sdvancement of
learning to free men's mind from ignorance, the ever-incressing realiza-
tion that no onme of the grest philosophies could give to life its
‘ful‘levst meaning = this wes the contribublon of Alexsndrisn lesining to
prepering men for the time vwhen all should be one in fhrist. The
Ptolemies had started movements which were net arrested,

¥, ¢ o but continued in full forece until the Redeemer come and
the empire of the Ptolemies suecumbed to the all=-congueri
arme of Bome, its grest mission having been sccomplished.®
De Gcnelusi@n;
A connection, divinely made, may be discerned between the
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and the subsequent

L

f@u&&ing of Alexendria, Greek capital of Hgyp
gpread of the message of Christ =some three centuries later.

The city was founded in B. €, 332 by Alexander the Great
that it might be the scene of a pageant of events which fitted the
world for the Great Gifé of the first century. It was founded vre-
eminently to be a caplital of the world®s commerce, but,in the schems
of the world's history, it far transcended the original purpose.

From the beginning, the city was renowned for the besuby and wealth v
which made it atiractive o the nations of the world and won for it
the place of supremacy among the grest centers of civilization. As it

wag the czplitel of Hgypt, so also, in the course of the game of poli- NP
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ticeg in the Best, it became the caggﬁagwgﬁwggdggjinatmve soil from V¢

which the Christisn message spramgo‘ Among the people sbbracted to
the metropolis were the denizens of Judes who were destined to becoms
a part of life in Alexandris that they might ally their religion with
Greek thought and so achieve the mind set which could comprehend the
message of Christ.

Under the munificent rule of the Pholemies, H@ced@niaﬁ
rulers on Hgyptlen soil, Alexsndria achieved affluence and prominence.
Direct oukcomes of the spléndiﬁ Musevm send Library, founded by the first
FPtolemy and completed by his suscessors, were the spirit of freedom and
profundity of thought which eventuslly would grasp snd bransmubte the
Christian message. In the cosmopolitan stmosphere of the city, men of
all nations met to achieve & common culture and so a measgure of unity
which was but a harbinger of the greater fellowship to come. ¥indly .~
treated by beneficent monarchs, the Jews were enabled to mingle with -

other peoples. While they gradually vecame one with the Greek in
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spirit end culture, they kept intact the priceless heritage of their
religion. In the liberal snd advanced intellectusl atmogphere of the
city, the bars between the nations were let down that the heritage

might pass alsc to the Gentile.
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CHAPTER IIZX
THE COHTRIBUTION OF ALEXANDRIA
TO THE PREPARATION OF THE WORLD FOR CHRISTIANITY

ARISING FROM ITS CONTACT WITH THE JEWS

A. Intreoduction.

In Alexandria Jew and Cenbtile met on common grouwnd and were ©7
the participants in a mubusl reciprocation of spirit and idea. The
city became the center of the Western Dispersion of the Jews who
flourished under the favorable trestment of the Ptolemies. Together
in the Greek metropolis the Jew and the Gentile acquired a common
lengusge and a common culiture and concelved s common mode of thought
through which they might express thelir beliefs. When the transforma-
tion was conplede and in place of the Jew and the Greek, there emerged
the Grecian, the nexus bebtween the old ers and the new had been pro-
vided. Hebrew religion snd Greek philosophy had granted, esch to the
other, its disbinctive gift that the faith of the one might be dis~
seminzted and defended fhrough'the method of the other. Of vast
moment to the preparation of the world for Christianity were the
events which ftranspired aé the Bgyptian capital during the last thres
centuries before the coming of the Redeemer. One may see s link,
providentially formed, bebtween the founding of the capital city on
thé southern shore of the Medibterranesn and the spread of the gospel

of Jesusg Christ throughount the world.



B. The Contridbution of the Grecian.

L. Definition of Grecian.

When the time came for the messsge of Christisnity to be dis=-
seminated beyond the borders of Palestine, & mediator had been provided
to bridge the gap between Jew snd Gentile, fo carry over to the waiting
world the Great Message. This mediator was the Grecian, a personality
who was both Greek and Jew. Breed chesracterizés this person as & true
hybrid and considers his production one of the most remsrkable illus-
tra‘tion;s of divine providence anyvwhere affordedgi In the three cen—
turies following the advent of Alexander and preceding the birth of
Christ, a fusion of races had been in progress and the Grecism, Hellen-
ized Jew of the Western Dispersion, emerged. He was a true Jew and g
tTue Greek in the same person but in him the stern and repulsive aspects
of Judaism had been soi‘tgmed and breadened by the contact with Helleanic
culture. The Greclan sdhered to the God of Isrsel and prayed toward
the temple at Jerusalem but he spoke the language of Athens and lived
in the atmosphere of ths Acmpoiissz

His preduetion wes & concrete result of the great intellectusl
revolution which game with the universal spread of Hellenic culture when
the Attican and the Hebrew met on the shores of Egypt and elsewhere. The-
" two had much to glve sach other that the message of Christ might be
spoken through the amalgamastion of the twain. Judaism was to lese its
provinecislism and while preserving ihs spirit to acquire the externals
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of Greek civilization. Greek culture was to give of the best of its
expression and thought %o provide the medium through which the spirit
of Judaism might be liberated. That the synthesis might be accom~
plished,

*The providence of God . . . fairly forced upon the Jews the

Greek langusge and some atiention at least to the Gregk learn~

ing. They began to spesk Greek: their ehildren learned to Tead

Greek authors, and their grandchildren, some of them, actually

married Greeks, and the intellectual hybrid at last appesred.

The chagm was bridged by & iingle cable where soon should be

sugpended & s0lid highway."

it was only natural that Alezsndria, pivot of the world's

life in so many phases, should become the center of the Western Disg=
persion of the Jews and thet here primarily the fusion of Jew and

Greek into Grecian should take place.

2. The transformation of the Western Jew.

“At the time of the Savliour's coming the Jew was not only at

the center, as he had been upon previous occasions, but he was

everywhere., The Jewish people had been scattered sbroad over

the whole earth, and wherever they appeared it was as witnesses

to the truth of God and to the hope of Isreel.t=

Since the close of the eighth ceﬂtury§ when occurred the

deportation of the inhabitants of Palestine to Assyrisa, the Dispersion
had besp in 6ffect and the Jews had been scattered abrozd., When Alez-
ander overwhelmed the Persisn empire many Jews moved from East to West
to the centers of Greek civilization and before very long there was
gcareely eny part of the civilized world in which Jewish settl ements
did not exist, in Asis Minor, in Phrygis and Pamphylis, in the parts
of Libya about Cyrene, in Rome, and in Egyptaﬁ In Egypt where they
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flourished especially wnder beneficent rulers, there had been & nucleus
of a Jewisgh population since.the fifth century. At the opening of tle
Alexandrisn age Jews flocked to the city in large numbers snd that city
became the most important center of the whole Dispersion. The Jew of
Alexandria became the true Grecian.

Jews were welcomed in Alexandria, ag elsewhere, because they
were good éeloniatsa The Macedonian rulers found them superior in cul-
tuie gud stablility of character to other smell nations of Syrias and
Egyp‘é:al The strategic position of Palestine gave the Hebrew a peliti-
col importsmce.

In the northeast corner of the Bgyptian capital the Jews
lived together under thelr own lawe and leaders and grew wealthy and
influential and liberal m:lm};ecie2 Conscious of their religious superi=-
ority they could be content ‘With;}th@;pglitical position. The ﬂl;ex«
andriesn Jew remsined & Jew &t heart and kept the spirit of his religion
although freed from binding Pharisaical interpretation of its daily ex-
pression, He continued to helc’; close intercourse with his Palestinian
brother, contributing to the support of the temple there. Circumecision
Was, a8 & rule, Insisted upon, the sanctity of the Sabbath was observed
and the great festivals regulerly celebrated. HNumbers of the Jews mede
pllgrimages to Jerusalem to keep the threg principal feasts, Taber-
nacles, Passover and ?Keeks,s The synagogue flowrished in the Greek
¢ity and was the center of Jewish life. The Greek transletion of the
Seriptures kept the word of liis God before the Jew. To the faith of
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to penetrate his soul. In the markebtplsce mepn were ever disg-
cussing the ideas of Plate and Aristotle and Zeno: and he could
not help but overhesr, and in spite of himself be impressed by
their besuby snd lofty ideslism. In this city of wniversities
and libraries the little papyruve rolls were ever belng passed
from hand to hand, or wmrolled and read. Snsteches of Homeric
hexameter, or the stately lines of Aeschylus, or the magic music
of Sappho, or a glowing Pindaric ode would £fall on his ears with
an entrancing charm. Or, &s he paused by some group in a cool
colonnede, he would catch the laughter of the listeners at some
witty s2lly of = comedy of Aristophenes, or thelr spplsuse for
the telling climgx of an oration of BDemosthenes. Like every
Alexendrisn, he had often strolled through the royal meuseleum,
and psused by the glass sarcophagus to look on the bedy of Alex—
ander the Great; or loocked up at the facade of the great Museum;
or wandered through the endless hslls of the Library - and, try
28 he might, he conld not escape the sense of the vasiness and
splendor of Greck culture. Or, ag he stood in his doorwsey, down
the street would come & gay chorie procession of Aphrodite or
Dionysus, all garlanded in blossoms, rhythmic with weaving dences
and voecal with pipe and song. And while he might frown and tum
away, we may be sure that the psgesniry and celor would entrance
the souls of the gaping youmger folk, and the music set their
pulses to leaping, when we remember that even in our sophisticated
age there is & peremnial charm in & parade. To the great chariot
races that absorbed the thought and conversation of Alexsndris
for weeks in edvance, the Jew would find himself irresistibly
drawn, to sit on a stone bench in the stadium, and feel the mad
excitemsnt of the mob, and even find himgelf jeining in their
wild cheers as their favorite steeds swept on to viectory.

- ™30 it wes inevitable that impereeptibly yet surely the
mind and life of the Jew of the West should be influenced by
Hellenism, be brosdened and liberglized. For he could not turn
away in disdain, as he had done from the sbsurd superstitions
and corass ldolatries of old Egypt or Camesn. This Greek culture
was so brillisnt, so sbtractive, so refined, so full of beauty
and charm thaet it could not be put aside. So, In varying degrees
the Jew of the West became Hellenjized, conforming to the langusge,
customs and idess of the Gresks.®

Thiis was the Jew @ransforﬁﬁd into the Grecisn, adspted to Le
the mediator baﬁween two erss. He was the type of Jew among Wheﬁ Jdohn
¥ark, himgel?s a Hellenigtic Jew, could come. and proclaim the Gospel
which he hed written and, if tradition be true, esteblish the first
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Alexsndrian @hurchai The transformation produced men like #s certain
dew nsmed Apollos, an Alexsndrien by rece, an eloguent map®, who “was
mighty In the scriptures” and had been “aceurately instructe& in the
way of the Lord.,” Apolles, who could ﬁpawerfully’caafuta“ the Jews

in Achaia.z

&« The philosophy of the Grecian,

In the intsllectual charscter of the Grecisn lay his potsu~-
tiality for welding the last link in the chain between the preparatory
centuries snd the time of Christ. Hebrew religion and Greek philesophy
worked together to prepare the soll in which Christianity first toodk
root intellectually. The Divine Hand which had planted the seed of
the faith meny centuries before in Palestine now transplanted the
pertly grown frult of that seed in the Grecisn soil of Alexendris that
it might acquire new vitality and so blossom far beyond the confines
ef its native heath. In Alezandria the spirit of Greek philosophy per-
meated Judaism. Falirweather thinks that in the mental and spiritual ex-
change which took place at this epoch the men of the East gave as much
28 they received. The elasboration of the resultsnt structure was due
to the philosophical acumen of the Greeks: whatever goul there was in
it was implanted by Judaism.® It was ‘tht mind which conceived this
sombination that scceplted and propagated the teachings of Christ. I1ts
most famous disciple, the apostle Paul, brought the first union between
Jew and Gentile churches.

® & © e e e ¢

1. ©f. Busebius; WNicene snd Post~Nicene Pathers, ser. 2, Vol. I.
Bk. I1, chapter xvi.

20 Gf- E.G’@S 18;24”280 '

& OCf. Fairweather: The Backgroumd of the Gospels, p. 112,



8e Ita relation to the Christisn faith.

Robinson bellieves that in the evolution of the szetual faith
of the Christisns Greek playsd an all-impertant part 2e = medium of
ordered thought and systemstic formmlation of belief. He observes that
as long as men's personsl memory of Christ wesg vivid and all-sbsorbing,
and their hope of His imminent return still strong, there was littile
room for speculatlon or reflective guestioning. But whes both memory
and hope began to fade, more thoughtful believers almost of necessity
were compelled to ask themselves what it was they believed. Was Christ
God, or was He men? If He now reigned in hesven, what wes His relstion
to the Supreme Deity end what His reletiom to His followers on earth?®
In secking a saiutian to such guestions, 1t was equally inevitable that
men should turn increasingly to the one method of prebing and expregg=
ing trnth‘then recognized by the ancient world - the philesophy of the
Greeks. ZXven so early a theologian as the writer of the Fourth Gospel
displays a close affinity to the theories of both Platonists and
Stolies: and when he desclares that “the Word became flesh and dwelt
among ue" , he is employing the sctual ﬁerminalogy of the contemporary
pagan schoois.l Robinson concludess

#1n short, if Hellenism was primarily the means of ensbling
Christianity to spreasd beyond the narrow limits of a small
Jewish sect, it was equally the means whereby the Faith was
raiged above the level of a merely emctional mysticlism and
securely grounded on the essentially Greek belief that Truth

is knowable znd that even the deepest of religious mysteries
gan be spprehended by the mind of men.®
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b. I1ts exemplification in the philosophy of Phile Judssus,

‘This Hebraic-Graeco conception of God and the wniverse and
the method of ekpressing truth found its most typlcal exponent in
Philo of Alexandrlis who lived on the borderland of time between the
cld era and the new. Fhilo's aim was to show the harmény of the
divine rﬁveiatiéﬁ of the 014 Testament with 211 that waes best in Greek
philesophy. His owm modégef thought snd life were fundamentally those
of the Greek philesqpher’and he wndertook to show by applying the al-
legorical system of interpretation to the Seriptures that underneath
them 18y concealed sll that was wise snd exalted in Greek ghilosephyel

Desterley says of him that *ano Jew was go immersed in the
gpirit of Greek wisdom nor did more to try zund harmonize Greek and
Hebrew themghts"z His philosophical system became & combination of
Greek philosophy and Hebrew theclogy and although his liberalism led
to excessive allegorizing of the Scriptures, he did effect the harmony
of the two essential bases of the Christiam ?hilasophy'and mede it

possible for the followsrs of Christ to grasp the doctrine of the Logoes,

one of the main assertions of the philosophy of Philo.

ce Its culmination in Feo-Platoulswm.

The philesophy of the Grecisn hesded up, in the early part
of the first century after Christ, in the system of the Nec-Platonists
which combined the leading principles of Platonism with elenents de-
rived from other Greek philesophers and religious elements from the
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Eagt. It failed as = religion but as a philosophy left a permanent
impress on the Christisn world.:
We Harvey-Jellie, writing in the Homiletic Review, says that
the willingness to give free scope to reason in mgtters of faith and
to accept the methods of the Greek philosophers came from contact with
the Heo-Platonists of Alexandriaez
Ageording to Dr. Schaffs
®The Grecizn philosophy, particulazrly the systems of Plato
and Aristotle, formed the natural basis for scientific
theology: » « « Indeed, not a few idess and syzims of the
classics tresd on the threshold of revelation, and sound
like prophecies of Christian truth:; especially the spiritusl
soarings of Plato, the deep religious reflection of Plutarch,
the sometimes almost Pauline morsl preeepts of Seneca. To
meny . « « Greekx philosophy was & bridge to the Christisn
faith, a scientific schoolmaster leading them to Christ.
Nay, the whole sncient Greek church rose on the foundaticn
of the Greeck langusge and nationality, and is inexplicsble
without them.‘?s
4o Donclusion.
The Alexandris of the Ptolemies, the Alexandris of the Grecisn
Philo, the Alexandria of Apcllos and John Mark became the Alexendris of
the Christisn fethers. There, during the last prepsratory centuries,
in the contact of Greek with Jew the Grecisn wag produced, the Judaso=-
Hellenistic philosophy evolved. When the full force of Greek criticlsm
wag brought to ’be;r upon the OChristian message and it had to be thouzht
out anew and relsted to all the best in the Greek heritsge, the message
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stood the test and the Alexsndrian school wag established -~ to gather
to it "the finest trophies of the cross® and “ito make itgelf felt for=-

gver in the definitions of orthodoxy.”

G. The fontribution of the Septusgint.

As the Bgyptisn capital supplied the Grecisa mind to span
the gulf between Jewish theology and Greek philosophy, so the city
furnished the literary bridge by which the ¢ld Testement Seriptures
of the Jews crossed over to the Greek spesking world, This connecting
link wes the Septuagint, the 01d Testement in Greek, *a book from the

Hellenistic world for the Hellenistie worlaaﬁa

1. Composition of the Septuagint.
a. Itz origin.

The Septuegint grew out of the literary spirit of the sge and
out of the needs of the Alexsndrisn Jews, Its actual production is
attributed to Ptolemy Philadelphus. It is plemsible thst his motive in
accomplishing the work was inspired aé mich by his desire to meet the
needs of the Greek spesking Jews in Alexsndris as by his ambition to

enhance the treasures of the Library.

{L}. In the needs of the Alexandrian Jews,

As long as the Hebrew race maintained its isolation no occce-

sion arose for the translation of their seriptures into a foreign tengueeﬁ

Buﬁ with the Dispersion that isclation dissolved and the Jew, & citizen
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of & Greek speaking world, especially in Egypt, where the knowledge v
of the Greek langusge was a necessity of common life, outgrew his
native toague and used the Greek almost exclusively. Swete poiunte out
that the sdoption of the Greek tongue was & tribute glaﬁly peid by the
Alexandrian Jews to the great Gentile community which sheltered and
cherished them.” However , with the scquisition of the new langusge
pams iesséned ablility to read the Seriptures. The desirablility of 2

Greek translation soon developed into a real need,

{2} lé the literary interests of Ptolemy.

Thé presence of a large Jewish colony could hardly have
failed to swsken in king Ptolemy and in the sch@iaps of the Museum an
interest in the ancient laws and Scriptures of the Jewish raceeg This
interest crystallized in the actusl transmission of the Hebrew scrip-
tures into the Greek.

Pgrpox says of Ptolemy that,

®He had built the famous lighthouse on the Isle of Pharos . - »
and now he proposed to construect a great intellectusl light-
house, which might throw abroad its rays far and wide over the
nations,”3

Jogephuz, in giving the story of the origin of the Septusgint,
writes a téle which is regarded as legemdary in its trappings but fae~-
tuel in its main outline. According to this sncient historisn, Ptolenmy
II at the suggestion of his librarisn, Demetrius Phselercs, sent to
Eleazer, the High Priest in Jerusalem, for copies of the Scriptures and
for seventyhtwn glders, sixz from each tribe, to make the translation.
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Bleazer dispsatched the delegates, with & megnificent copy of the
Seriptures, to Egypta The Jewish fathers, after being royally received
by the king., and exhibiting their wisdom in & public displsy, were
relegated to the Isle of Pharos, where in seventy-two days, they
‘transeribeﬁxiﬁto the Greek. the books of the Law. FPtolemy was de-
lighted with the fesult% and had the book placed in the reyal library.

1 Substentially

The elders returned to Jerusalem, laden with many gifts.
thus the Septuagint, “book of the Seventy®, made its original appear-

8nce .

be Date of completion.

The remainder of the books, zpart from the Pentateuch, were
translated at different times by different aunthors, as differences in
the style and method show. Oegterley believes that most of the 014
Testament books, if not all, were trenslated before the beginning of
the Christian era,z Tarn agrees that the mejority were completed then
but thinks the last book, Bceleslastes, was not translated until about
A, Do 100,5 Swéte thinks the whole was probably dome in the B, C.

&
era.

ce ILts literary guality.
'?he guality of style in the Septuagint reveals wide diver~
gence, Agcording to Swete, the colloguial Greek of Alexendria, not
the pure, elevated Attic tongue, was used,5 Davis maintains that the
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translation of the Pentateuch, exzeept for poetic portions, is the beast
pert of the work, and says that the translators of Proverbs and Job

1 Glover, in suwmming wup the literary

were masterg of good Greag style.
guality of the Septuagint, says that it 1s signifleant that the trans-
lators, whether working as a group or as individuals, in spite of
natural tendencies to literalism and to the use of Hebraisms here and
there avoided renderings too literal of phrases congemial in another
age and snother langusge. It is not ‘common for a‘translator t0 schieve
a2 beauty of style beyond his authar;'more usually the version falls
short of the origimal; and those who commend the Septuagint have but
gualified praise fér its language snd @usica It reads more happily in
the narrative pagsages thén in the prophetic or lyric. All this. how«l
ever, is gside from the point, which is that the version was needed,

was called for, was accepted, and had wmtold influence in the religious

2
development of mankind.

2. Influence of the Septuegint.

"The very fact that the 01d Testament was translated and hed
to be translated into Greek, is an historical fact of the greatés%
imp@rtande@ 1t was not maede by & Luther or by & modern missionary to
secure a change in thinking; it was made because a race had changed its
language and wished teo understand its religieus faith.s

The Septusgint, with the synagogus, was the chief influence
in keeping the Jew a pure monotheist in the midst of the attractions of
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paganism. If was the literary medium by which the Hebrew coneeptions
of God and the universe reached the Gentile mind and so prepsred it
to receive the Christian conceptions; and it was the foreruaner of the
Hew Testament. %o which it materially contribuied.

®Tgke the Septusgint in your hend and you have before you the

book that was the Bible of the Jews of the Dispersion and of

the proselytes from the heathen; the Bible of Phile the phil-

osopher, Paul the Apostle, and the earliest Christisn missions;

the Bible of the whole Gresk-spesking Christian world: the

mother of influentialldanghtereversions; the mother of the

Greek New Testament

a2, On the Jews.

In the midst of his new environment the Jew was never cuib
off entirely from his past. In spite of the dazzle and lure of Hel-
lenistic lack of religion and the sttractive 1ife which pagenism of=-
fered the Jew remained firmly grounded in the fundamentals of his own
faith., With the synsgogue, the tie which bound him fast to his faith
was this Greek translstion of his own Seriptures, through which cams
congtantly the conviction znd challenge of & religien which he recog=
nized sg superior and the only living one. The 0ld Teastament glowed

with & sure and steady beam in the midst of the changing, flickering

lights of Hellenism.

b Az 2 medivm between Jew and Geatile.
The religion of the Jews rose infinitely higher than any con-
tempérary egl%e Toe a sqperstitioﬁs and bewildered world, seeking some
meaning in life, this faith of the Hebrews revealed higher and more

¢ © & 6 © o @
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positive doctrines. Their eénce;ptien of Jehovah, of the ceming Mes-
siah, their forward look lent them a religious force lacking in any
of the current systems of belief, Through the Septusgint all men
could become familiar with the Hebrew conceptions. Through the
Septuagint the Gentile world was introduced to the treasures of Jewish
thought. The 01d Testament became the property of the world and the
Jews mede many proselytes. With the translation of the Seriptures
into Greek, the spiritumal inheritance which God had given, soared be-
yond the limits of a single race.
Deissmamigays of St. Paul, who more than any other, was the

megns of medistion between the Jew and the outside worid., that he is
not -comprehensible without the Septuagint.  Paul, he says,

®. s o 18 not only the great Christ Christisn but also the
great Septusgint Christian, And the whole of primitive Chris-
tisnity a8 far es it is missionary Christianity, rests on the
Lord =and the Gospel as one plllar, snd onr the Septuagint Bible
a8 the other.*!

¢ As a forerumer of the New Testament.

®QGoncerning the story that has got itself told sbout the
Septuagint, the Greek version of the 0ld Testament Bible, we
have this to say: true or untruve, guoted by the Christisn
fathers or repudiated by the Christian fathers, the book does
not need it. The Septusgint is great without it. « « It
wag the power of God among the Jews of the Dispersion because
it could not help being suche « « Such was the effect upon
the Greck-gspesking Hebrews, that it £itted them to prepare
the ngtions in which their lot was cast for the coming of
Christs and the coming of the missionaries of the Cross of
Christ. DBecause of 1t there were Wise Men in the Bast ready
to start with their gifts to the eradle of Bethlehem the
moment Jesus was borm; and because of it, there were cpen
doors into every nation for the incoming of the Gospel. It

& @ L4 @ @ L3 &
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made the foreign Jews missionaries of the 0ld Testament, and
these 014 Testament missionaries prepared mankind for the New
Testament missionaries who came after. In other words, the
0ld Testament in Greek prepared the world for the New Testa-
ment in Greek. If there hsd never been g Greek 014 Testament,
there would never have been a Greek New Teatament. The Greek
014 Testzment was the forerummer of the Greek NHew Testanmntaﬂl

The Septuagint is clited meny times in the Hew Testament and
forms the principal sourse for 0ld Testament guotations. éhe.Fourth
Gospel, @.2., quotes the Septuagint verbstim as do Acts and the
Catholic BEpistles. More than half of the diresct quotations from the
014 Testament in the Pauline Epistles are taken from the Septusgint
without material change. The Zpistle to the Hebrews is in great part
a catens of guotations. In addition to these direct quotations there
are many more cases of indireet quotations taken from the Septnaginﬁa
These are found principally in the words of Christ: in the canticles
of Luke: in Stephen®s speech; in the epistle of Jamss and the First
Epistle of Peterg in the Epistles of Paul; in the BEpistle to the
Hebrews and especially in the Apocalypse where references to the Greek
014 Testament sbound in every chaptereg

In concluding his discussion of the use of the Septusgint in
the New Teétament, Swete says:

®Not the 01d Testament only, but the Alexandrian version of the
014 Testament has left its mark on every part of the Hew Testa-
ment, sven in chaptérs and books where it is not directly cited.
It is not too much to say that in its literary form and expres-
sion the New Testament would have been a widely different book
had it been writien by authors who knew the 01d Testament only

in the originsl, or who knew it in a Greek version other than
that of the IXZ."9
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D - Donclusion.

In its relation to that people who formed so integral and
salient a part of its pepulatio# lieg Alexandriats unique contribution
to¢ the prepsration of the world for the message of Christisnity.

From the contact of Greek and Jew emerged the Gregclsm, in
whom was blended the best each nation had to offer that he might be-
come the medistor between the old and the new orders and receive and
promulgate the message of the gospel. In the mind of the Grecian was
evolved the Judaeo~Hellenistic p}:xi';!.r)sagﬂ:iyg an attempt a2t reconciliztion
between Jewish theology a.mi Greek philosophy. When €hrist had come %o
his earthly rﬁinistry and His disciples went forth to tell of Him to
all the nations, the yawming gulf between Jew and Gentile had been
gpanned by the Grecisn and his philosophy and on that spon the message
erossed over,

Because of the interest of the second Pholemy in adding to
his Library and because the Alexandrisn Jews could no longer read their
Seriptures in their nstive tongue, the Septusgint, the Greek transle-
tion of the 014 Testament, came into being., Begun under Ptolemy II and
finished by the time of the Advent, it gave to the nationz the back-
ground of the faith that the message might find receptive soll outside
the confines of Palestine. The Jeptusgint hed kept the Jew & mono-
theist, had brought Greek and Jew to a common background and had
formed the source from which developed in part the spirit and construe~

tien of the Hew Testament.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

' The world into which God gent His Son was resdy to receive
that Priceless Gift. The seed of the new message fell on prepared
80il; the condition of the first century world favored the continued
growth of the faith. Behind that day in Bethlehem vwhen Christ wss
born, making that moment possiblegrlay centurieg of preparation, in
whieh the Divine Hand had shsped the destinieg of men and the ﬁoﬁree
of events that such»a time as that might come and that the import of
vthé Advent might be made kmown 0 &ll men everywhere.

It is with one period in this era of preparation that this
thesis has trested in au asttempt to show the peculiar necessity of the
contribution made by the city of Alexandria to the preparation of the
world for Christ szud His message, |

In the third century before Christ a unique peréonality
dominated the stage of the world's history and changed iis course.
Alexand@r the Great, conguerocr of the world, desirous of making his
native culture universal, founded the city which bears his name that
it might be the Graék cepital of & Greek world. In the first chaspter
we endeavored to attest the significance of this men's life and career
28 he indirectly masde possible the gpread of the fhristisn Gospel
some three centuries after his own time. Fitted by natural endowment
and by training for the momentous tasks which he sccomplished, he be-
cam@ congueror of the vhele world that through him forees might be re-

leased which would bring the world to 2 state of readiness to receive

w HE
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the King of Kings. As Greek culture follewed the adoption of the
Greekx langusge by the conguered peoples the barriers between Bast and
West gove way and men began t¢ grasp & larger vision of humanity amd
of its possibilities. Among the ?‘DG‘M% whom Alexander touched were
the Jews znd as Greek met Jew there came the initial clash of those
two forces which were to mean so puch in cowbination - the pure, mono=
theistic religion of the Hebrews 2nd the philosophical spiritz of the
Greek, |

To erown his achievements Alexander founded the city of
Alexsndris and in the centuries follewing there gathered around the
Greek metropolis on HEgyptian soil those tides of influence which largely
determined the chsracter of the world into which Christ came.

In the second chapter. we attempted to point out the relsiion
of the histery snd character of "the city® to the work of prepsration,
As & city, Alexandria was fitted for its part. Situsted so that it
soon became the captain of the#zerld‘s trade it drew to itself men of
all nations to bhecome & part of its life and to acquire its culture,
and so atbaln a common ground on which to mcierstan& each other. In
it was gathered the flower of the intelleet of the world. Under the
Ptolemies, megnificent rulers in the third snd second centuries, Alewx-
sndrisa achieved its supreme glory., These lMocedonian kings of Bgypt
drew to the ir‘ city all that vwhich made it great. They estsblished the
famped Museun and Library from vhich was disseminsted o common culture
and in which the best of the thought of the world was assembled. Alex-
andris, seat of pagan learning, was to becoms the center of Christian

learmning. As the sympathies of men were broadened that their hesrts
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might understand tﬁe message §0 were thelr minds enlightened that they
might comprehend its mysteries.

During these centuries when Alexandria a5 a city msde 1tg
contribation, a transformation of personality, uwnique in chapascter,
vast in importance, was haking place within ifs walls., Alexandria
became the center of the Western Dispersion of ths Jews. As that
people lived amopng the Greeks from the contact there evolved the
Grecisn - the Hellenized Jew. The third chapber was devoted @ a
discussgion of the conbribution of Alexandrisa srising from its conbach
with the Jews,

In becoming the Grecian the Jew remeined roofed in his an-
ceatral faith, he was set free from narrow conceptions on the wings of
the Greek spirit, he acouired a mode of thinking wherewith he could
exprass end defend the ultimsbte Trubth when it wes shown. The heart and
spirit of Christianity were t0 be made known to the world through the
thousght forms of the Gresks whose best nminds assserbed that truth was
knowable and whose lapgusge wag adeguste to express the kpown, This
Judeo~Hellenistic philosophy found its aévaca@e in Phile Judaeus, who
atbempbted to reconcile the Hebrew Scripbtures with Gresk philosophy.
It culminated in the philosophy of the Heo-Platonists who, although
they failed as the exponents of a religion made a permanent conbtribu-
tion to Christionity as a philosophy.

Because the Alexandrian Jews had forgobvten their native

tongue and so could not resd their own Scriphures and becesuse Phokemy

IT was interested in them as colonists and also was desirous of adding



- 7Y -

%0 his Library, the ZJeptusgint, Greek translation of the 0ld Testament,

came into being. Although not conpleted until years later, tﬁe bulk
of the book was in the hands of the Jews of the Dispersion and served
g purpose fhroughout the last centuries of the era. The Septuaging
helped to keep the Jews pure manatheists that they might not defile
with the sttractions of paganism the origins of their falth. It
emabled the Gentile to become familiar with the Hebrew religion and so
gave him a common background with the people from whom Christ came.
The Greek translstion served as = forervnner of the New Testament for
the 0ld Testament was the Bible of those men who produced the New, and
without it the New was not possible.

Thus Alexandris played ita‘parﬁ in the drasme of preparation.
The drsme had not closed. Syrisn pergecubion was yet to strengthen
Jewish monotheism and so meke Jeruselem an invincible stronghold of

the faith. The world was to beccme more closely unified under the

oy

¥

political supremacy of Rome as first Antioch and then the great cap
of western Burocpe dominsbed the scene. Succeeding events were depen=

dent upon the part which Alexandris had plsyed. The Greek city ful-

filled an iﬁdispan&&ble role in preparing the world for Christianity. B

Fithout the contribubtion made by Alexandrisz the acceptance and trans-

migsion of the Christian message wonld have besn impossgible.

tal
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