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INTRODUCTION 

A. The Statement of the Problem 

can the Christian faith be present to youth in 

an intelligent, vital, livine; manner? vlhen one talks 

Christian youth, one gets an appalling picture of the 

on their part of a means of presentinp the Gospel to non­

Christians. This is the basic problem of this thesis. 

Evangelism is the process of presentlng that Gospel in 

such a compe1.ling and attractive manner that others may 

realize their need of it and respond to its demands. 

Evangelism, then, is the general field of study of the 

thesis. Certain current literature has been selectee, 

aside from the regular educational material of the churches, 

which has particular emphasis on evangelism to see in what 

ways the Gospel is presented to youth. It is hoped that 

the thesis may be of practic value to Christian youth 

seeking a clearer understanding themselves of personal 

Christian living and seeking to impart that new life to 

their non-Christian friends. 

-1--
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B.. The Significance of the Problem 

vfuen one notes the emphasis which is being placed 

today upon evangelism and methods of evangelism in the 

church,one realizes the significance of the problem. 

Not only for the church in general but for the youth of 

the church as well, there must be effective means dis-

covered whereby they can come into possession of a re-

vitalized faith and pass that faith on to the non-Christian 

youth of this nation. A writer of a recent book on evange-

lism states the problem thusly:· 

ttThe greatest need of our e;eneration is the production 
of personality of sufficient quality and force to 
control and direct the gigantic forces, both physical 
and social, which have been placed at the disposal 
of modern civilization.... Evangelism, when it can 
produce Christ-like character and lead men to look 
out upon the \vorld and its problems through the eyes 
of Jesus, become the grea.t essential of our modern 
civilization. 11 1 

It has been brought to the attention of this nation 

very forcibly in recent months thut a means must be found 

of saving our civilization. It is the belief of the 

Christian people of this nation that they have the answer 

in Christianity. It is true that effective, powerful, 

life-giving Christians can save our civilization. Through 

personal experience one is aware of a very evident hunger 

among many people for faith in God and in Christ. People 

who have lost contact with the church throug~ years spent 

1 •. Cartv-IT'ight, L. D.: Evangelism for Today, p. 3· 
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av'fay from it are suddenly realizing the releva.ncy of the 

Christian Gospel both personally and in relation to ou.r 

world. This fact, seen in the light of recent emphasis 

in the churches on evangelism, shcnvs the relevancy of the 

problem. 

·rhere is at present, within the leading churches, 

the realization of the need for a definite program of 

evangelism. The Baptist Youth Fellm.;ship states it this 

way:: 

11 If we can rightly discern the 'signs of the times' 
there is a re-awakeninE to the need for evangelism. 
~lise Christ·ia:n leaders are agreed that this is a 
vital time when Christianity has an opportunity to 1 
demonstrate its vmrth in the lives of man and nations. 11 

In the Presbyterian Church,U.S.A. there is a movement 

which is comparable in purpose to the one mentj.oned above, 

called the New Life :Movement. Its meanin[ c:ts stated by a 

pamptiiet put out by the church points out: 

11 The New Life Movement must mean the offerinp: to God 
of hearts that are kindled by the Holy Spirit's flame. 
It calls for the dedication of heart and hand to mak­
ing known the new life of joy and peace and freedom 
and pov;er that is in Christ Jesus. 11 2 

There are movements of this nature in the Iviethodist and 

Episcopal churches also. The selection of the presiding 

bishop's book for Lent in the EPiscopal Church entltled 

11 R i "'' r<b ' , ev ve ... ny :..., 1urcn 11
, by S. l\1:. 

points out this emphasis. Thus, this thesis may c 

1. 
2. 

• 1. 
e for st, • 

emal:;:er, 

ibute 
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Pr•esbyteri~:m Church, U.s.A.; The Presbyterian Jhurch, U.s.; 

The Northern Baptist Convention. 

Since the material to be s ed represents both 

high school and c youth, this vrill be the grou::_J 

studied in view of' the particular approaches which are 

to these two ages through the material. 

D. 1'he lYiethod of cedure 

the method of procedure first chapter will be 

concerned with an <inalysis of the church-related literature 

to see itlhat approaches or methods are pre therein. 

The second chapter will consider three groups of tracts 

to see what is their approach to youth in evangelism, 

ae;a.in comparing these groups accord'2.ng to particular 

emphases. The third chapter will be an analysis of publi­

cations of certain extra-church organizations seeking to 

find the contribution of these publications as to method­

ology in evangelism. The final chapter will be a summary 

of the methods most widely used, the basic princi,les 

follovfed most, and the salient features of each publication. 

E. The Sources of Data 

The sources for the thesis will be the current publi-

cations by the Presbyterian Jhurch, U.S .A. , the J:~orthern 

Baptist Jonvention, "!;.he Presbyterian Church, u.s. and the 

United Chr:tstian ::outh l'Iovernent on youth evangelism. Also 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-6-

a group of tracts put out by the "World ~Vide Mo:ntJb].y Tract 

Club" 11 The Good News Publishing House 11 and !!The American 

Tract Society", in addi ticn to a group of tra.cts included 

in the Baptist material. The extra-church publications 

are the Youth for Christ Magazin~, Young Life, and His, 

published by the Youth for ·:Jhrist Organization, the Young 

Life Campaign, and the Inter-Varsity Chrlstian Fellovvship. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE OF CHURCH 
TO YOUTH EVANGELISN 

A. Introduction 

The church is the logical place to begin such a study 

since it has been the functton of the church to make kno'!fm 

to all people the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The means of 

doing this differs with the changing times. It Vlill be 

the purpose of this chapter to see what the approach of 

the church is at the present time in this field. The 

sampling of the church program of youth evangelism is 

made through three pamphlets and a packet of materials. 

The first of these pamphlets is issued by the De-

partment of Evangelism of the Boe.rd of Nat:i.onal 1Jfissions 

of the Presbyterian Church, u.s.A. in cooperation vrith 

the department of young people's vmrk and the Westminster 

Fellow·ship National Council. The pamphlet is called 

tt~Unnint_: Youne; People for Christ" and is a part of the 

New Life Hovement, a movement within the Presbyterian 

Church, U.S .A. to rrin new members for the ci:lurch. 'rhis 

particular booklet is written as a guide for y,,ung people 

in the Life Ivl.ovement. The rna terial states, ho1vever, 

that it "is net restricted to this Kovement or to any one 

-7-
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sort of youth organization. It is intended to apply to 
1 

churches of every size and situation. 11
-

The second pamphlet, titled tl ism y t' II _ou n , 

is is by the Joint " ttee on Student and the v 

Young op1e's ion of the Committee of 

and i ion, Presbyterian Chu.rch, 

u.s. It v1as by t'l R. Pritchett, tor of ",_J 

on ,.., Presbyterian Ghurch, Davidson, IJ 

c , as a study guide for use in Schools, 

, conferences, and the week sessJons. 

et, c lf 

e To Be Christian", is puhli United i 

Youth 

ca.. Its so is 

of e 11 Build for a Ghrist 

t set materials is a packet published by 

Baptist Youth Fello"'<·mhip, Philadelphia, Pen:nsy:t.vania •. 

The complete title of the packet is · 11 Fellowsrlip Features, 

enC.s for Chr:tst H 
• Youth 1sm, New 

particular folder, 11 Youth ismn, was used 

s pac 8 chapter. The tracts UB 

in are a of me. al in s 

ket. 

1 • ., Ibid. 

• 
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1 1) as a guide for 

e 

to v.u'""'·"'el7eS to istian fai 

3) a source the 

tmins 

ons, 4) a 
1 

be carr 

c ses in 

nut in the 

c youth organizat·on of 

, u.s.A., sin~e the t ohjec 

FellO\'IShip 11 t h 1 ' ~ , o e p Y·.)Une:, p 

Jesus Christ as and Savtour and to 

' 

vita1 member church the of this ith 
2 

whole of life • 11
-

In treating subject the et s six ma 

sections: the rnol.ives for winning people to Chr t, the 

personal needed by one vrho would be an evanc;e-

list, means of tting into contact vfl th se \vho are not 

Christ , ted, C,J:C. 

of the ision and. 'what consti a decis Christ, 

, t:"le follo\'lf-up 

1... Ibid., P• 4. 
2. Ibid. 

decision. 
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1. JY,oti ves for ism. 

'rhe gi\ren in this :::.n 

for are in terms of, first of all, the 

great need in this country: 

girls are erov1ing up 'tvi thout 

vast numbers of boys and 

relie;ious true 

whe.tsoever. Second, the underl f:neent~1,vce is in the 

vmrth of Jhrlstiani ty. ·rhe people are made to see 

the p~rt they must play in the perpetuation of Christianity, 

for nhuL"::anly speaking Christianity is juat one generation 
1 

from being blotted from the earth. 11
- And the last moti-

vation is in terms the command of Christ to his so 

that they spread His Gospel. good sciples the young 

people v;ill be impelled by His COlT.ll'Tie.nd to go forth in like 

manner. The young people are further impelled to be evange-

lists through a realization of what Christ can do for their 

friends as they are reminded of what He has done for them. 

In addition to these motivations others are given in terms 

of the need of society for Ghrist. The pamphlet states in 

this connect:ton, uThe only way we can put Jhristian princi-

ples into the social order is to put them into the heart 
2 -

of one person after ;mother."- 'rhey are made to realize 

the reason for evant,;elisrn as far as the church is cone 

Their incentive should be, 11 do not try to enlarge the 

church just to make it a more flourishing club, but to make 

1. Ibid., p. 7. 
2 • Ibid .• , p. 8. 

• 
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1 
it a more effecti1re instrur1ent in God's hand."- The final 

motivation is in terms of ·what will happen to t:1em on-

ally; ttHelping others to find Christ brings us closer to 
2 

Him.n-

In summary, the motivations are ln terms of: the 

need of the youth of this country, the worth of Christi-

anity, the personality of Christ impels it, the need and 

realization of what Christ can do for their friends, the 

need of society for Christ, the realization that the church 

must .be made a more effective instrument for God's use, 

the final motivation in terms of personal grovrth in the 

kno1vledge of Christ. 

2. Personal Qualities of an Evangelist. 

The second. section of the pamphlet is concerned 1-ri th 

the personal qualities and preparation needed for an e-
r 

vangelist. These will be listed with a brief discussion 

of each. 

First, as to the quali t'ies needed by an evangelist, 

these suggestions are given. ·rne would-be evangelists 

must have clear beliefs. This does not necessarily mean 

that youth will have made up their minds about all the 

problems of the Christian religion, but it does mean that 

their beliefs on smne matters 'V'rill be quite clea.r. 11 There 

1. Ibid., p. 9. 
2. Ib • , p. 10. 
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must be some great truths which we devoutly and enthusi-
1 

u­astically believe if we are to share our enthusiasm. 

Such questions as "vmo is God? and \!mat does He mean 

me?u 11 1'Vnat is 11 for? \fuat is the reason for the 

church? 11 These questions the youth must have thrJuent out 

and be able to state clearly and in their ovm words if 

they are to make their faith clear to others. And sec 

he or she must be a prayins evangelist. 11 Prayer is the 

basic evangellstic method... ~'fuen everything eLse we have 

done may have failed, we 
2 

more thine: the.t brings success."-

that prayer is the one 

Third, a real love of 

people is the only reason for see:;;:ine; to dhrist with 

• The writers of the pamphlet state this need in 

we.y: 

11 0nly love \vill make us skillful... fore to 
do a duty are hc,rsh; loving hands are gentle ••• Only 
love will keep us tuned in to catch the chance that 
comes when 'Vie are not expecting it. 11 .2 

s 

Other qualities sue:,gested as those needed by an evane:elist 

are humil:i.ty, patience, and enttmsiasm. In t.he ma.tter of 

patience the pamphlet suggests that the evangelist refuse 

to give up in his tas1r, remembering that nothing which is 

done for Ghrist is ever lost. 'l'his quotatlon is t;iven 

unc1er the cliscu.ssir~n of~ 
11 The eal of our 

ov-m .... our ancl our en thus '-' for our c 

... - - - -
l. Ib . ' P• 12. 
2. Ibid., P• 13. 
3· Ib:i.d., P• 13. 

' 
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l 
vdll core convinc than any ~r-re can use.~~-

for 

lC 

is noces 1 of elievers 

task ir th 

SU_O}l as s 

v1er e but is by 

His church. 

other ::ncans of on summar 

as the 

ences of do 8 

of our as a 

means of encouragement from es 

common •· 

4. ans of c Non-0hristians. 

One of concerns of young ps0ple in an 

evancelistic endeavor be that of contacting non-

:Jhr t • 'rhe ted .. means of contactine these un-

churched yount; people is thrc,ugh church channels such as: 

the church school from the class rolls, the youth orga.ni-

za tiona of the church non-church members, anC.. thoae 

vrho once been the c.t,urch but have left it for various 

reasons.. Further contacts be through non-church 

- - """'· 

1. Ibid., P• 14. 
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relatives of church members. The names of sitars to 

church be secured by the youth follow-up done 

those their o~-.TI The public school which youth 

are enrolled serves as a~other means of contac pro 

tive for the youth e:.roup. r:ehe remainder of the 

list given in the pamphlet lvill be merely listed here \v:ith-

out further comment: social activities, jobs, census 

bureaus, and unreached communities. 

Another means of impartinEr the Ohristian faith is 

through dates. Through the normal converse,tions which 

come up in these intimate relationships the ics often-

times very naturally come arcund to religion and these 

friendships can be used as a nwans of furthering Christ 1 s 

Kingdom. 

O:ther methods of approach suggested by the pamphlet 

are through church youth organizations, youth rallies, 

the pulpit as the young people cooperate with the minister, 

through school clubs, and the minister's class for doubt-

ers and others ivho are curious to knovl \vhat Christianity 

is.. ·rhe focus of these methods should be clear for, 

11 Every inducement should be offered to attract young 
people who are outside the Church. 'l'hey should be 
made to feel a regular part of the organization. But 
unless all that they do there serves to increase their 
appreciation of Jesus Christ and their desire to be 
acknowledged followers of His, the group is failing 
them. Everv meetin~ should have sor:tethinp: in it that 
'Vrill help the members to know Christ to apprec late 
His church. 11 l - ........... 

1. Ibid. , p. 14 •. 
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s. Susgested Methods of Approach. 

When these contacts are made, the major t:tpproach in 

evangelism is conv-ersation. The means of getting started 

in conversation which will lead into a discussion of 

spiritual matters and a number of practical sugsestions 

are given. The young person viho is seeldng to introduce 

Christ to someone else through private conversation may 

first talk about his church as a means of l8acling up to 

this important matter. This admonitlon is given, 

11 To talk about the church is a good. way to start, 
but the vhristian must have more to tell than that ••• 
It is not the eloquence of the preacher we have to 
offer but the ~oodness of God. Our conversations 
must finally turn to the religion of Jesus and 1r1hat 
that religion can do for our hearts am.~ thouf?~;hts and 
problems, for our homes and. work and v1orld. 11 1 

Other means suggested as to how to lead to the point is 

through talkinc; about social problems such as race relation-

ships, the atomic bomb and other important topics. 

6. The Decision Itself. 

The fifth section of the pamphlet is concerned with 

the content of the decision w:Elich the prospect makes after 

his contact with the youth group and the outworking of 

that dec is ion. In other words , n V~'ha t does it rr.ean to be 

a Christian? 11 This vital tion is discussed under four 

heading vrhtch vrtll be mentioned l·ri th brlef explanations 

of each one. Ftrst, the decision means that one "has come 

1. Ibid., P• 14. 
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dedication of one's life and that one has to Christ. 

It means 1 Him. (2) ith means ing to v·e 

everything that is contrary to the sp it cf Jesus 

His teachin[S• (3) F'ait:'lis the highest form of hero 

i,;iorship. S1J.S one 1 s and CC)c:el. It) rnear1s 

f throut;h the e one's lovves t 
1 

s f to reach the heights of living.-

and, a Christian means acceptance of some 

and 

ief d, and that 

, beli in Christ as 

er, i that Jesus is 1 
2 

• 

revel at 

, bee a P 

1 • t be 

cannot be die , for it does not come from 

but c sian of the of st in 
2 

ones 11eart. u its as e reading, 

ic worship Sabbath observance will be 

a necessary part of nevi habit pattern which is formed 

by the Chris • 

, becoming a stian means o!!le a 

-· - - - -
"'! 

P• ..!..• . ' • 
2. • 
3· . , P• • 

es 
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of s 
' • 

l:i.ke 

<lod. i.s 1 

the c onnec on v1=-. a pov>~er 

of the knovn: to o 

become a C~ristian. dec is ch on 

orne a member of the church ss 

e. public cere , thtts br 

one v.rho s 

the decis • A or~ is ion 

e are by the et. 

7· ows. 

e so people are lost to clrurch 

even a few months it, it is of cruc importance that 

this t effort rnie:ht be follmred by constructive action 

both on of the members of the c!:mroh on 

of the new member. I·~ew c:nn'lerts d. be glven 

es express the 1sl811 thr~ 

allo Inea~ns of 

the youth fellowship in s 

ir Jhristian lives. They should be to 

fe at home by church. 

p 
'._,! ·-

Ymith ism the Presbyterian J hv.r , t7. ~s .. A, 

invCJl ves speci c guidance the wcmld-be ist as 

1. Ibid., p. 31. 

, 
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hm-v to prepare f for s task, as welJ. as methods 

of proc in carry out con~erted. action by a group 

in a church. young ist is to prepare f 

for task of winning others for ist a care-

ful throug..l-:1 of his beliefs, , both 

pri and corporate worship and throu oV<m persone.l 

qualific ions, such as enthusiasm, ence, love, and 

humility. The methods toward others e.re: 

through agencies of church youth orga:nJ.zations, youth 

rallies, the pulpit, school cltfbs, the minister 1 n class. 

u.nderlying method is conversation; it is used after 

these contacts are • 

c. The Presbyterian Church, u.s. 

'rhe material used by the Presbyterian Church, U.s., 

for this purpose is a pamphlet entitled 11 Evangellsm for 

Youth". It is to be used with seniors and young people 

as an elective study series in Sunday School classes, 

vesper programs, conferences, and through-the-l'reek sessions. 

1.. Definition of Evangelis:rr. 

There are sever~l different definitions of evangelism 

gj_ver: the material. These definitions are given: 

"Evangelism is the earnest effort of Christian people to 

persuade others to believe the good news about Jesus Ohri 

and "Evangelism is the articulate witness to the gospel of 

Christ with a view of creating in other men a sense of need, 

II 
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1 
and securing their comr1i tment, and inspiring saving faith. n-

It will be seen from these quotations that evangelism is 

presented to youth in the traditiona,l phraseology as 

decision regarding the good news about Ghrist. The purpose 

of the study is given by the author: "The purpose of this 

study is to prepare the youth of our Church to rally to 
2 

the standard of Ghrist."-

In treating the subject the pamphlet does so under 

these headings: the need of society for evangelism, the 

content of the Gospel, motivations to tell the Gospel, 

the resources of theevangelist, and the suggested rr.ethods 

of evangelism--botJ:1 indiv:i.dual .and grou:p' evangelism. 

2. 'rhe Content of the Gospel. 

Because of the function of this material to be used 

as an "Elective Study Series", for Seniors and Young People, 

there is an extensive discussion C(mtained in it concern-

ing the content of the Gospel. Each of the units of study 

in the pamphlet contains suggested Biblical passae;es called 

ttThe 'rii tness of the ~ford 11 • The content of the Gospel is 

described as 11 the good news about Jesus Ghrist 11
• It is 

described. under these headinc.;·s: Christ died on the Cross 

to save us from sin, Christ is our living Friend, Christ 

is the Revelation of God, and Christ gives us everlasting 

1. gle, Luther A., quoted by Carl R. Pritchett in 
Evangelism for Youth, P• 1. 

2. Ibid. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-20-

life. This section seems to have been prepared so that 

the youth vTho des ire to tell others "the good ne'trs 11 may 

have an adequate concept of what they a.re to tell. 'l1his 

rna terial is put here, not only by \vay of defini t:i.on of 

the Go , but also to prepare them that may knovr 

the content of their faith. This is not a theoretical 

discussion of the subjects presented but is made tical 

through the use of illustrations showing how great tian 

saints have reali 7 ed, for e, that Jhrist had saved 

them from sin. example is given of Sir s on, 

the scoverer of chloro viho this remark at one 

time: 11 The greatest discovery I ever was I am 
1 

a s and Jesus Christ is a great Saviour. 11
-

There are also frequent quotations the Bible 

are used further to point out these matters. In the cUs-

cuss of Christ as our the writer ql.wtes 

the stle Faul: 

11 I c.::-n crucifi with Oh::.·ist: nevertheless I live; 
yet not I; bu.t Jhrist li vet~1 in me: e.nd the li 
whic~1 I now live the esb I live by the faith 
of the of S me, Hims f 
for me. 2 

es from the lives of T 
·'-- tone, 

John ie, .r\.!lO x, Savonarola , 

., 

..!..• 

2. 

es 

4 .. 
2: 

no 

" 

st are scu .. ss 

t6 r people, 8 

• 
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not 

I act i of i th in 

Christ can for man. Second, th0 ivation i 

I of the day of ,judgment which s 

I 
must face. Other motivations which are terElS 

o.P• the c of the y>Q enjo -. ' -o ch 

I oomes se vlho 
., 
Q neiefS 

' iz on 

of st 
' 1 za"t:i.on 

I time f0r isiorls, 

I ne c:'C 

I for :aore and. Jhri ians. The rrotivations 

I of .stre of the society 

whicil is stility 

I 
I 

or e' 

vlho no connectio:r:. z • 

I 
1. ' 

• c ., P· 9· 

I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

use f es 

se s 

ls e 

o:f a convers ion 

s ( I \ 
S) ence 

~ie ey, 

Sir, wish to serve 
cannot serve 

or 

such as s one serves 

to action. V>lri ter uses not 

tians , but 

so irit of eli sm. 

ources ist. 

preparation for the of an evangelist the 

+ w• 

pamphl ts s gives the tion 

of the resources available the evangelist. prepa-

re. tion for the 11orl: of the evangelist t:he Nri ters sugces tion 

is that young people should not venture out without strict 

self-examination and renevwd consecration of 1 ife. 

writer seeks scussion of the power 

of the Holy it, the power whi is available to those 

\4h0 s it for· the of c • shovm the 

reader how t:he faith of the early disciples was s 

1 • Ib • , p • 10 • 
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by the pow·er of. the Holy Spirit whic;h came upon the~n on 

the day of I'enteeost, and thus the assurance to 

youthful believers that they shall receive such power 

if it is their purpoae to Christ. He tells then 

that the :means for the reo ion this is throuch 

prayer. pamphlet es further in its discussion of 

the resources available as it gives the j_mportance of the 

rd of God for the evangelist. There are illustrations 

€~hren W:'lich serve to point out the pov-rer and force of the 

¥lord of God. 'l'his quotation will give tb.e author 1 s point: 

11 of God has e.n a·u.thori ty and force that will often 

comfort a troubled heart, arouse a sleepy conscience, and 
1 

enlighten a. m1nd. 11
- One further source of po\•rer 

is given in the simple, earnest, sincere spirit of the 

evangelist. 'rhese recommendations are given to the youth­

ful evangelist that he rnig;ht be shown in a practical way 

ho"~tl to begin the tasl~ vlhich is set before him; they also 

serve, through the illustrations, as a means of inspiring 

the youth e.s they see 1r1hat others have done. 

5. Suggested lv:ethods of Evane;elism. 

The methods of personal evangelism 11hich are suggest-

ed are general rather than specific. 'l'hese tions 

are given, that the youth:: love people more, seelr to live. 

a consistently Christian life in terms of actions rather 

1. Ibid. , p. 26. 
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than mere words, that they pray for others, 11 ta.king our 

stand for Christ 11 as over against the stand which the 

crowd takes, that they should be outspoken and bold. in 

their witness, and. that they should 1r1i tness as they write 

letters to their friends. Again there are the frequent 

illustrations to inspire and illotivate. 

The pamphlet 1 s discussion of group eyangelism talr:es 

up at length the means of contacting non-Christians. 

First, they are to begin vii th theh" own group to see which 

are non-church members. Then a religious census may be 

taken the community; they may also vlish to gather a 

list of na.."'les from the pastor and other friends. After 

this list has been gathered together some specific means 

of evangelize,tion are suggested for the youth e::;roup as 

a whole. The prospects are to be lnvited to the meetings 

of the youth group;: the group may vlish to concentrate 

their evangelistlc efforts in a "Youth el;c 11 in the c11urch 

or an arrangement which has been terliled. 11 ~¥i:t1 Ky :Friend11 

week. 

6. Summary. 

In summary, it may be said that the distinctlve 

feature of this pamphlet is its 1:realth of illustrations 

which serve to make evangelism practical and meaningful 

to the youth. for the met~'lods of evangelism ;·rttich are 

suggested, they are the traditlonal ones: that they should 

love people, that they should live a consistent Christian 
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life, that they pray for others, that they should. be out-

in their witness, that they should vlrite lE<tt:ers. 

group st,ed are: that a list of 

prosrlects that after list been 

prepared the pe be to the youth fellowship 

, and t~1at they have a concentrated is tic 

effort in a t of decision for the rro t. 

interes fact in this connec on is the questions 

'lcihich the youth group are su.ggested to ask themselves <:ts 

thev 
u. 

a 

a 

fcur 

their effort: II can our Youth 

in isr.::1? 

a decis 

is is y seen as one reads 

D. Northern Baptist Ohurch 

k t 
,, 

pac e. , 

ject of :Ne"tv 

or 

es, 

s to be us 

as 

se s 

ism, 

ccnta 

by the yo11th 

ist •· major cne is a 

of 

title a br 

some pract 

carry out the • 

l. Ibid., p. • 

one 

as 

The third one is 
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tr1 is s ed 

Youth are to ansv;er call as t~hey are 

aware of they e 

the e Who never enter a church, 

t~rc.ue:h the realiz.a tion that J:Y:us t be further means 

of impl the School is do 

2. The Aim the Flan. 

aim of plan as given is"~o out 

the youth of the comm~nity is not 

church for them. 11
- It is to be ce.rri out as the 

1. Youth Evangelism; t F'riends for st, p. 1 .. 
2. Ibid •. , p. 2. 

• 
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people reach the unreE~.ched vihere they are and by 

means of fello~;·rship in the church prof.ram. 

• 

by this materl ]_S ven eat 

detail as are the practi means carr~r 
>f 

out. 

The three points of tha.t are 11 Friendship, Fellow-

., 1 a _, F , l hi 11 sn p, nu o~ owers~ p • The first part, lend-

ship, is concerned primarily with acquainting the youth 

in the church th the task of e11angeliz.ing others and 

1 them with its possibilities as is suggested 

by Christ to his disciples. The material begins with 

the element of friendship because it is inted out that 

~Tesus i>vi th this el with the t'l!rel ve sciples. 

In the second part, c ed Fellowship, the youth are to 

take ad11ant of social events to turn them into evane·e-

listie opportunities. Again tha exam~le of Jesus is point 

out. Durin[ these informal social occasions it is suggested 

t:"lat the young people share what Christ means to the:::n, as 

a means of evangelization. The third part of the plan, 

entitled Follmrlership, is concerned wi ~h the positive 

response of a person to the invitation to follow· Jesus. 

There are specific details gbren as to the meaning of 

follovling Jesus. It involves: l) a living experience 

leading on and en which mo]d& all one's life, 2) a whole-

hearted follow1ne; Jesus, leaving other things behind, 

3) public commitment to Him and 4) a willingness to foll01'11 
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1 
Him wherever He leads not counting the cost.-

The above plan is really the over-all suggestion as 

to the whole program. There follo~ certain specific 

sue;gestions coiL11.ected vli th carryint; out this plan. In 

matter of procurine:: the names of prospective members the 

group is given certain suggestions. They may be found 

through the regular church channels: throush the pastor 

church office, the members of the church, the Sunday 

School rolls. Through extra-c~mrch channels the youth 

may solicit from the local high school or college or they 

may wish to make a corrmmni ty survey. 

As suggested by the outline of the plan above, the 

major evangelistic method used is friendship. T;!J.e emphasis 

throughout the program is worked out through what is termed 

11 A Youth F'riendly lc~onth 11 • The youth are to do visitation 

in preparation for this event in order to solicit attend­

ance of prospects. The actual fellowship meetings at the 

church are t0 consist mainly of informal s:i.ngs, follo-vved 

by the sharins of ex-periences by several of the 5roup. 

These meetings are to be follov.Jed by further visitation 

with the definite object of asking the prospect t0 make a 

decision to follov; Ghrist and to join the church and. the 

youth group. 

The follov1-up "Jhich cones e,fter the new members have 

1. Ibid. , p. 2. 
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study and l'lorship groups , rather than a c to decisj.ve 

commitment and action. 

~:his et is tten to stimulate 

you E':roups as they meet to consider evangelism. It is 

suggestive in its approach, giving the sourGos of inform~tion 

presenting various plans of act:ton to be us by groups 

of young people to suit the needs of the<particular situation. 

The pamphlet is divided in its discussion of the topic 

into these general sections: the reasons for the need of 

a study of this type, an examination of the ic Ghri 

beliefs, a scussion of how one become a Christian, 

some ted means of reaching those outside the fellow-

ship of the Jhristian Church, and the means of deepening 

the life of the Christians \vi thin the church. discuss-

ing these matters the pamphlet does nc~t al-vrays sive specific 

ansvvers to 1 these subjects but rather throue:h a series 

of questions, \'lhicl-;_ the young people are to use as the 

basis for their mvn discussion E;roups, seel~s to stimulate 

the thinking of the youth so that they l'lill rethink their 

beliefs and come to find the answers for themselves. 'l1he 

pamphlet seeks to guide their thinl{ing. 

2. l"~lotivations for ism. 

The youth of the church must have an incentive for the 

study of evangelism and it is vli th this in that the 

pamphlet sets up a number of reasons and seeks to stimulate 
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the t.hiP...l~ing of young people as to -vfhy there is a need for 

this is. They must be olutely certain that 

Christianity has something unique to offer before they 

bee;in think .,,rays and means of bringing others into 

the Christian felloi'TShip. The reasons ~;vhich are ted 

may be placed in three categories: the difference the 

Christian fello~;tship vlill in the life of the young 

e themselves, difference it make in the life 

of the church, and the difference which it 1vill to 

the nation and to the VlOrld. The pamphlet cites statistics 

to the need in regard to the spread of Christianity. 

It suggests that the youth find such tics for their 

mm community, regarding the number outside the Jhristian 

fellowship. It es further :tn suggest 

seek to discover the reasons why there are 

the church by lookine_: at their ovm church 

that the youth 

so 1::1any outs ide 

to see 

what there is in it which may be keeping others out of the 

church. 'The citing of these statistics and the sut;gestions 

as to reasons 't'Vhy the youth are outside the church serves 

to challenge the Christian youth to t'i:'-.e need and so to 

the tremendous opportunity of evangelism in this local 

situation. 

3· of the 1st. 
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analysis, the truly JhPlst l s of young people within 

the chtJ.rch reach the s more t ,, 
,j 

l 
than else. u-

c:: 
.-1 •·· of the Lives of • 

In evangeli ic end.eavor is necess 

the young people first begin with themselves, to reexarn 

their own lives in the lit)ht of the life of Christ 

reconsecrate continually Him. l~eans of 

do this are ted by this pamphlet a section 

c ed of ening the Lives of' "-;hristtans 11 
._ 

is to help the youth realize hoiv short they fall of 

the life of Christ and to sho~<v nme effective 

Christ • e practicai suggestions are given: through 

study faith of a Christian, through stud:,' of the life 

of a Christian--as to \'rhat constitutes Chri action in 

specific situations in school, home and recreation, thl"ough 

self-examination, throuen experiences of vrorship in vlhich 

there is opportunity si ven for t:'le ynung people to re-

commit themselves to Christ, and finally through Christian 

action by vrhich the youth are enabled to realize a deeper 
2 

commitment.- Again the pamphlet points out statistics to 

shm·r the importance of these things for ti:1e serious Chri ian, 

and a bibliography is sugges • 

1.. Ibid., p. 18. 
2. Ibid., P• 20-21. 
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6. • 
emphas:ts of the 

discussion groups, is community rather merely 

church • ism as presented is cone vfi th 

individual faith and Ghristian fellmoJship. Its main moti-

vations are in ter~s of the e vrhich the Ghrist 

fellows::cip will need for it. The evangelist 

is to himself through study of the Christian fai 

reconsecration of himself. The methods sugges are 

through the regular ch,annels of the church 

soci action on a co~muni \·lide bas is. 

on 

c 

basis of cuss i01.,_ on ]_) 

mot of the el:l.st, 3) the 

d.s of ism, 4) dist tive tv_res of 
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III 

YOUTH 

A. Introduction 

Trac are relevant any study of ism because 

of their ;v-ide spread recognition and use. It v-till be the 

purpose of this chapter to see i'Vhat their importan~e 

for.the 

pres 

ism of youth. Three groups of tracts 

the Gospel to youth will be e::::amined. to see 

vrha t approaches are u.s 'rhey will be to see 

vvhat decisions are elicited and what means a.re used to 

br about the responses. The use of the tract as evi-

denced in the tract itself vtill also be considered. 

The tracts under consideration were received om 

three princ sources: 'rhe \iorld- ]i:onthly Tract 

::nub, in Spokane '.iashington, 'rhe 'l'ract ·:nub of ica, 

Good Publishers, Chicago, Illinois, The Baptist 

Youth F'ellov;ship, Philadelphia, yl vania. ll'he request 

to the tract companies vvas for those tre.cts which presented 

Christ Gospel to young people. Only se trac 

v.J!~1ich imarily c are cons , since 

this s is concerned princ y with this phase of 

ism. bas t was two foln, 

y: t'b .. ose t.s ch ed to e 
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single word of human comment or 
added.''l 

8 t us c 

ieves to be 

• ' it 

of 

c~cc ; C'l + 
~"'" a.s 

and 8 life to s 

c • 

are num-erous direct -
se tract:-s, 

II 

be 8 

is that 

our, as n-t~ 
- J. his 

s e. 

scr 

scr e is 

t. es vvhere there is 

y • 

to mot tak.e 

us to s 8 

also I-Iis es to 

of e q ions are 

some action c (1 

te of man the c~Lo.s 0 -F· 
.l. 

of referen:::es are given .ii.omans, the Gospel of 

John 1 The s bution cf these vari 

throughout the vihcle ble. In tlon to e there 

in those tracts cone 

the objections of youth. 

4. i.V'-3. tions is ion. 

motivation rno 

these tracts is fear and • These serve 

1. II in a Nutshell 11
, Youth Ser s 8. 

of 

used 

are 
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to po out this t: 11 It is a deliberate insult to 

push the out 
1 

you an G. t Him to 1velcome 

you in u­e.c:;e. II ist gave you a thirty-three old 

body. an ed up carcass. I'ie 

for you in His pr 
' 

live for your • 

fs..ir vfith Christ and you 1 11 not regret it. 

Some of these tracts conta blank spaces on the 

pe,ge for the youth to write to the autl-:cor of tract 

express their willingness to accept Christ as onal 

Saviour return the tract to him as testimony of this 

fact •. of the tracts 1 addition to soliciting 

the ision mentioned above, the youth to dedicate 

their 1 "to Christ's servicen return the tract 

i.ndicating this decision. 

Other :moti va tj_ons itlllioh are used are the natural 

desires cf youth for popula,rity, t1 be of service, for 

happiness, fun, success and riches. 'fhese quotations 

cited give evidence of these motivations: 

1. 
2. 

11 There are many p.rodi daug:1ters as well as 
prodieal sons, who should discover early in their 
teens that the happiest, most radiant life results 
from accepting Jesus Christ as uersonal Saviour 
and. enthroning E'~S Lord. 11.2 -
11 After the Frodigal Son had tasted his father's 
feast, he no yen for the of fare in the 

sty. He v1as completely satisfied supremely 

11 Girls OnlyH, Series 3· 
11 Ho11 You Kids Get That 
ll rJi ., C' l tl :""' ~ 3 u r~s ;n_y , oer_es • 

II , es 2. 
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happl• It will be so 
God. 11 

th you vihen you return to 

ole must 
Bible is true 
is just common 
in the days of 

tc: play the 
is more 

of life as 
the 

the younc 
anct 'after dee.th comes 

sense to 'remember 
youth. 11

_.:2 

e or 
of the weal<:: is 

e.n2 

the 
' it 

• 

The :tnt of contact in these tracts is s '\ihich 

the yo·uth ire or about which they are s ously cone 

F'or example, all young p e iiant 1 life to its 

est. As a means of c and the 

button are us scussicn of iri 

full-

matters and lead the youth a serious cons tion of 

1st's c 8 life. The youth are 

mot throush the use of • It is 1ndic 

in several of the tracts 

receive book • 

ions of the e of t. 

, there are no indio ions 

of the t as to the tracts are to be us 

are to 

cases 

l -· 2. 
3· 

u s 1 r1 
11 0ome en 
If 

t is a t in its 

es 1. 
3eries·8. 

8 •·· 

f s,ncl 

them will 

content 

Some 

st 

us as 

• 
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• 

1. e. 

lc 

of imes c 

of e. s 

on 

of tn 

2. • 

of these ts 

, 
II 

a Chris !I , ll 

~''i , !! n g..."lway • 

l, are 

es e.nd s 

of 

of 

the 

e :111!'1 int 

are 

tract. 

ts. 

contents: 

ts ~~ , 11 

tl 

' 

iness 

The majority of these tracts are concerned that 

youth the means w::.1ereby one can come accept Chrj_st 

as 

1"" 
0 

ext ens 

• 

discuss 

fifteen 

Salva tion11
, vri th t\'1/'enty-four 

in their treatment 

than tvm paces in length. In 

ric:ht to t1:le noint of the tract s. 
-~ ~ 

, 
II of sa1vatton11

: 

and 11 I S of 

are quite 

ject, usually not more 

, these tracts come 

st immediately as one 
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begins they take the ree"der thrnugh a number of 

s 

mes 

1) 

2) 

3) 

L~) 

5) 

t to become e. Christian. 

II To Become a. 

ten s s which are 

you are not a 
, or e you you are 

you can, 
church. 

or because you are 

Jonfess, that you are a 
save yours f, that 
out Ghrist. 

istian 11 tells its 

bri.efly here: 

stian, because 
are de· the best 

member of some 

you cannot 
lost th-

Believe, that JhriEt died for the 
he was raised fro~ the dead and is ::; save 

those who come to God by Him. 
CaJ.l en the mt:ne of the Lord Jesus with the 
s ere desire to be saved from your sins. 

y on 's promise, not upon feel that 
you are confess ... Him 't·li th mouth 
as your and Lord • .:!; 

'fhr nughou t e tracts the authors attempt to meet 

the objections and questions which youth have tm'fard the 

Christian rel • .Some of se are listed by one 

author as follows: 11 It is sc difficult to be a Christian ••• 

I cannot give up the pleasures of the \vorld.. •. I don· t .. 2 

·h t b 1 .So 1 
· • t u- rnh · vris. o e g ..... oomy... many 1~ypocr1. es. .l.. J..S par-

ticular author treats in detst these objectjons in an 

attempt to them. He exhorts youth to rec 

Christ fai t.n upon read. inc the tract these diffi-

culties will be solved. 

3· biblical Jontent. 

'fhese tracts draw abunda.ntJ.~r upon the rescurces of 

1. 11 now to Become a Ohristianu. ,.., 
r::. • lJiarsha.ll, Alex: 11 Gocl 1 s of ion". 
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the e for the roes • The scripture is used, for 
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person, every-

• 

J..ose. not your 

s. of lJse of~ 

:novr, ever 
1 
.J. 

Jesus rieht now?"-

t. 

trac are to be us for ; others 

B.re ne of unchurched. 

states purpose of s t as OitJS ! 

ear youth for d is the purpose of t s 

none of the o s is there indica.t as to the use 

of the tract. 

D. tlst Yot::.th. 

l. e. 

These trac ch have been y are 

e , measuring about tvm four and 

a half inches. are plain in Garanc e vvi th Y, 

the title of tract on the cover and usinf: contrasting 

color to center the interest of the upon the title 

of the tract. Several o~ these tracts ve their mss sae:.e 

almost completely in pictures, th only a brief comment. 

'rhe tracts are quite brief, no more than six in 

l son:1e of the;:,.1 out s. 

inting is brief, not a full page, but to the po • 

- - - - ...... 

l "1 tt lh- " 'Hi h II • ...u s, rlapiJ.L!less ~ g, 'vvay • 
2. Gibbs, 11 Youth' s Guide 11

• 
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• 

are seven tracts s s es titled as 

11 Do 1 tyll , 
' 

!I 

' 
fl ll I Think of ts are • ' ' 
meant to us in • se tracts a to 

their thr a series of decisions, 

with one of 

answert proble1:1s of the istian life finally 

ending in a decision by prospect is to become a 

of the 

prospect come to the 

are ser sitive s 8 s to ans~tver the 

objections problems of ymJth; then y his is 

is s ic membe~ship and f he 

seek to others into the • 

3· Biblical C • 

are a number of scr e references us 

the tracts. are scripture verses print 

full on tho of of these tracts l'i"hich serve to 

point up the idea of 

by se ti es. t ve:r~ses are 1JS 

they are ~cvri tten out in , and thouE_~h there are not 

na.ny quo tat the ones ch are us are in keep 

t11.·9 of parti tract g 

ce r:es t. 
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1st. 1'hese be 

aims of the tracts in the first two Eroups. Bapti 

group of tracts' emphasis is upon direction 

new convert. ~3 group s ici ts for t~'le 

decision that youth become disc es of 

e direction to thRt 

life of 

imary 

Jhrist a11d 

is ion ... 

There is a much greater is the first tvw 

s of tr'acts upon scripture. 'l'here are frequent 

dlrect tations e tracts, e,nd in 
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is us only at end of the tract t.o 
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to the mess has already been out. In 

'l'ract 

use 

s the scripture is used to challenge, insp 

the youth. 

motivations are r.::1ost 

the t~oup of trac 

a device is 

three of tracts in s 

in ir 

frequent 
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youth to a decision signint: their names and sendin[ the 

tract. incentive is us only the 
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• are of s, of' 

at s s 

both ic1es and stories. 
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seven pic O!'"} 

quan:ti.ty of pic y1.res 8 

and are, nc 

a b s int vri th y· uth. 

section of this ine entitl 

to s" merits specis.l attent • section is 

one scripture verse for each ~-n the mo::1th. 

In of the throe issues s t:~1is verse 'das print 

in ine; in the one the ence only was 

given. each case, however, the verse is by 

a brief comment point up the ication the verse 

to the life of the youth '.iho read it. These pas were 

ed to see many of tnem made ar.:. appeal for 

a decision for decision 

This one sentence given as COEill:lent 

devotions micht be as an example: 

l. 

ested is 

a,rhat seems 
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b1..1t not so. 
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