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A STUDY COF SEL

ZOTED LITERATURE ON YOUTH EVANGELISH
WITH A VIEW TC

W FI ??LNG AFPPROACHES USED

CHAPTER I

INTRCDUCTICN

Ae The Statement of the Froblem

How can the Christlan faith be presented to youth in
an intelligent, vital, living manner? When one talks to
Christian youth, one gets an appalling victure of the lac
on thelr part of a means of presenting the Gospel to non-
Christians. This ié the basiéyproblem of this thesise.
Evangelism ig the process of presenting that Gospel in
such & compelling and attractive manner that others may
reallize their need of it end respcond te its demands.
Evangellism, then, is the general fleld of study of the
theslis. CJertaln current literature has been selected,
aside from the regular educational material of the churches,
which has particular emphasis on evangslism to see in what
ways the Cospel 1s presented to youthe It 1is hoped that
the thesls may be of practical value to Christian youth
gseeking a clearer understanding themselves of personal
Christian living and seeking to ilmpart that new 1life to

thelr non-Christisn friends .

h’la»



Be. The Bignificance of the Problenm

When one notes the emphasis which is being placed
today upon evangellsm and methods of evangelism in the
church, one realizes the significance of the problem.

Not only for the church in general but for the youth of

the church &s well, there must be effective means dis-

covered whereby they can come into possession of a re-

vitallzed faith and pass that falth on to the non-Christian

youth of this natione. A writer of a recent book on evange-

lism states the problem thuslyt
"The greatest need of our generation is the production
of personality of sufflclient quallty and force to
contrel and direct the gligantic forces, both physical
and soclal, which have been placed at the disposal
of modern cilvillzationess. Evangelism, when it can |
produce Christ-like character and lead men to look §
out upon the world and its problems through the eyes |
of Jesus, become the great essentlal of our modern !
civilization."l Smmcsin

It has been brougnht to the attention of this nation
very forcibly in recent months that a means must be found
of saving our civilization. It is the bellef of the
Christian people of this nation that they have the answer
in Christianity. It is true that effective, powerful,
life-giving Christians can save our civilization. Through
personal experlence one 1ls aware of a very evident hunger
among many people for falth in God and in Christ. People
who have lost contact with the church through years spent

e s ww e e

le ZCartwright, L. D.: Evangelism for Today, p. 3.
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away from 1t are suddenly realizing the relevancy of the
Christlian Gospel both personally and in relation to our
worlde. This fact, seen in the lilght of recent emphasis
In the churches on evangelism, shows the relevancy of the
provlems
There 1s at present, within the leading churches,

the reallzation of the need for & definlte program of
evangellisme. The Baptist Youth Fellowship states it this
way s

"If we can rightly discern the 'signs of the times'

there 1s a re-awakening to the need for evangellsm.

Wise Christlan leaders are agreed that this is a

vital time when Christianity has an opportunity to ;

demonstrate its worth in the lives of man and nations."”
In the Presbyterlian Church, U.3.A. there 1s a movement
which 1s comparable in purpose to the ocne mentioned above,
called the New Life Movement. Its meaning as stated by a
patiptlet put cut by the church polints out:

"The New Life Movement must mean the offering to God

of hearts that are kindled by the Holy Spirit's flame.

It calls for the dedication of heart and hand to mak-

ing known the new 1life of Jjoy and peace and freedon

and power that is in Christ Jesus."2
There are movements of thls nature in théyﬁethodigt and
Episcopal churches also. The selection of the preslding
bishop's book for Lent in the Eplscopal Church entitled

!3

"Revive Thy Church Beglnning With Me", by S. M. Shoemaker,

points out this emphasis. Thus, thils thesis may contribute

- o e e e

le. Youth Evangelism, p. 1.
2. Winning Young People for Christ, flyleaf.



t
means of making the Cospel effective and relevant for

those who do not know its pdwer or 1ts Saviour.
Ce The Delimitation of the Subject

Evangelism constltutes the whole task of the Christlan

e L

Shurel and is therefore much too hroad to be desalt with

bed
oy
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thoroughly in thils one study. Rather, it will

vurpoee of the thesis fo exanine the material to see what

)

re
represents a wide sampling of the literature in the fleld
of evangellsm. However, it does not exhaust the material
in this arsa of endeavor.

Five of the nmajor denominagtlional boards have been

solicited asg well as ong interdenominaitional agency.
Alsc, these organlizations have been sclicited for samples

of thelir publications: Youth for Christ, Young Life, and
His. OUther than these, a wide selectlon of tracts on the

Tyorld

subject were recelived and will be used, from the
Wide Monthly Tract Clubk” and "The Good News Publishing
House", as well as "The American Tract Socletyv'. OFf the
dencminations solicited only three replled with particular

material on youth evangelism. Therefore, only the material

¥

Ay

from these three churches can be used iIn the study: The



Presbyterian Church,U.5.4.5 The Presbyterian CShurch, U.3.}
and The Northern Baptist Convention.

Since the material to be studled represents both
hilgh school and college youth, this will bte the age groun
studled in view of the partlcular approaches whilch are

nade to these two ages through the materlal.
De The Method of FProcedure

In the method of procedure the first chapter will be
concerned with an analysis of the church~related literature
to see what approaches or methods are presented therein.
The second chapter will consider three groups of tracts
to see what ls thelr approach to youth in evangelism,
again comparing these groups according to particular
enphases. The third chapter will be an analysis of publi-
cations of certaln éxtra-church organizations seeking to
find the contribution of these publications as to method~
ology in evangelism. The final chapter will be a summary
of the methods most wldely used, the basic princinles

followed most, and the salient features of each publication.
E. The Sources of Data

The sources for the theslis wlll be the current publi~-
cations by the Presbyterlian Church, U.S.A., the Northern

Bantist Convention, the Fresbyterian Church, U.3. and the

Unlted Chrigtian Youth Movement on youth evangelism. Also
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a group of tracts put out by the "World Wide Mong}ily Tract
Glub" "The Good News Publishing House" and "The American
Tract Society", in addition to a group of tracts included
in the Baptlist materizl. The extra-church publications

are the Youth for Christ Magazine, Young Life, and Hig,

published by the Youth for Christ Crganization, the Young

Life Campalgn, and the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship.
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CHAPTER II

THE APPRCACHES COF THE CHURCH
TC YOUTH EVANGELISM

A. Introduction

The church 1is the logical place to begin such a study
since 1t has been the function of the church to make known
to all people the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The means of
doing this differs with the changing times. It will be
the purpose of this chapuver to see what the approach of
the church is at the present time in this field. The
sampling of the church program of youth evangelism 1s
made through three pamphlets and a packet of materials.

The first of these pamphlets 1s issued by the De-
partment of Evangelism of the Beard>of Netional Missilons
of the FPresbyterian Church, U.S.A. in cooperation with
the department of young people's work and the Westminster
Fellowshlp National Council. The pamphlet 1s called
"Winning Young People for Christ" and is a part of the
New Life lMovement, & movement within the Fresbyterian
Church, U.3.A. to win new membsers for the crhurch. This
varticular booklet is written as a gulde for young people
in the New Life Movement. The materlal states, however,

that it "is not restricted to this Movement or to any one
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gort. of youth organization. It is imt;nded to apply to
churches of every size and situation."

The second pamphlet, titled "Evangelism for Youtn",
is issued by the Joint Committee on Student ¥Work and the
Young FPeople's Division of the Executive Committee of
Religious Education and Publication, Fresbyterian Church,
U.S. It was prepared by Carl R. Fritchett, pastor of
Davidson College Presbyterian Church, Davidson, North
Carclina, as a study gulde for use in 3Junday Schools, vesper
programs, conferences, and through the week gessions.

The third pamphlet, called "Helping Other Young
People To Be Christian”", is published by the United Christian
Youth Movement, an interdenominational agency among the
Protestant churches of North America. Its purpose iz that
of helping young people "Build Today for a Chricstian World".

The last set of materlals 1s a packet published by
the Baptist Youth Fellowship, Phlladelphia, Fennsylvanla.
The complete title of the packet is "Fellowship Features,
Youth Evangelism, New Friends for Christ Frogram”. Cne
particular folder, titled "Youth Evangelism", was used
from this packet for this chapter. The tracts to be used
in another chapter are a part of the material in this

packet.



Be The Presbyterian Church, U.S.4A.

"Winning Young Feople to Christ” sives in ite forward

Cox

o

the intention of the pamphlet: 1) as a guide for youth
organizations, 2] private reading for young people who
wish to prepare themselves to share the Christlan failth,
3) a source of programs for the regular meetings of youth

organizations, 4) a manual for training classes in youth

I &

evangellisme The namphlet indicates that the suggestions
@iven within it may be carrilied out in the Westminster
Fellowshlp, the official youth organization of the Fresby-
terian Church, U.3.4+«, 3ince the first objective of the
Westmingter Fellowship 1s, “to help young people to accept
esus Chrlst as thelr Lord and Saviour and to find through

vital membership in the church the meanling of this falth

Iro

for the whole of life.”

In treating the subject the pamphlst has six main
sections! the motives for winning people to Christ, the
personal preparatlion needed by one who would be an evange-
list, means of getting into contact with those who are not
Christians, the methods of approach suggested, the content
of the decisicn and what consgtitutss a decision for Christ,

and sixth, the follow-up after The declsion.

le IﬂOi(ﬁ.o, Do 40
2. Ibid.



le lMotives for Evangellsme

The motlves given 1in thls materlal 1n making an
appeal for evangellsm are 1n terms of, first of all, the
great need in this country: vast numbers of boys and
girls are growing up without any religious instruction
whatsoever. Second, the underlying Incentiwve is in the
worth of Jhristianity. The young people are made to see
the part they must play in the perpetuation of Christlianity,
for "humanly speaking Christianity is just one generation
from being blotted from the earth."  And the last moti-
vetion 1s in terms of the command of ﬁhrisﬁkto his disciples
that they spread His Gospel. As good disciples the young
pecople wlll be impelled by His command to go forth in like
manner. The young people are further lmpelled to be svange-~
lists through a reslization of what Christ can do for their
friends as they are reminded of what He has done for them.
In addition to these motivations others are given in terms
of the need of society for Christ. The pamphlet states in
this connection, "The only way we can put Christian princi-
pies into the social order isgto put them into the heart
of one person after snother."”  They are made to realize
the reason for evangellism as far as the church 1ls concerned.
Their incentive should be, "We do not try to enlarge the
chureh just to make it a more flourishing club, but to make

— e e e

1l Ibid.‘, De T
2. TIbid., pe B
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L
it a more effective instrument in God's hand."  The final
motivation is in terms of what will happen to them perscon-
ally; "Helping others to find Christ brings us closer to
Him.?g
In summary, the motlvations are in terms of: the
need of the youth of tals country, the worth of Christi-
anlty, the perscnality of Christ impels 1t, the need and
realizaticn of what Christ can do for their friends, the
need of soclety for Christ, the realization that the church
migt be made & more effective instrument for God's use, and
the final motivation in terms of personal growth in the

knowledge of Christ.

2« Personal Qualities of an Evangeliste.

The second section of the pamphlet 1s concerned with
the personal qualities and preparation needed for an e~
vangélist. These will be listed with a brief discussion
of each.

First, as to the qualitles needed by an evangelist,
these suggestions are glven. The would~-be evangellsts
must have clear beliefs. This does noit necessarily mean
that youtn wiil have made up their minds about all the
problems of the Christian religion, but it does mean that
their beliefs on some matters will be quite clear. "There

L R R

1. Ibid., p. 9.
2. Ibide, p. 10



must be some great truths which we devoutly and enthusle~
1
astically believe if we are to share our enthuslasm.”

Such questions as "Who is God% and What does He mean for
me?" "What i1s life for? What is the reason for the
church?" These questions the youth must have thought out

and be able to state clearly and in thelr own words 1if

they are to make thelr faith clear to others. And secondly,

he or she must be a praying evangelist. "Prayer 1s the
basic evangelistlic method... UWhen everything selae we have

done may have falled, we may find that prayer ls the one

iro

more thing thet brings success."  Third, a real love of
people is the only reason for seeking to share Uhrist with
theme The wriliters of the pamphlet state this need in this
ways
"Only love will make us skillful... Hands forced to
do a duty are harshj; loving hands are gentle... Only
love will keep us tuned in to catch the chance that
comes when we are not expecting it."3
Other qualities suggested as those needed by an evangellist
are humility, patience, and enthusiasm. In the matter of
patience the pamphlet suggests that the evangellst refuse
to give up in his task, remembering thet nothing which 1is

done for Christ is ever lost. This guotation 1g given

23

under the discussicn of enthusiasm: "The appeal of our

own dellght in our falth and our enthusiasm for our church

5

1. Ibid., p. 12.

2 Ibido, Pe 15.
30 Ibid-, Do 131;



1
will be more convineing than any argument we can use.”

5« Means of Freparing for Fersonal Hvangellisme

nart of some chureh
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Public worshlip or worsh

body i1s necegsary for the spiritua

with others. Group worsilp such as this brings a marvelcus

The other means of pnreparaticn might be summarized
as follows: through study of the Bitle, through ecwperi-
ences of doling this thihg called evangellsm, through study
of hooks explalning our faith, througn Ifellowship as a
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4. Buggested Means of Discovering Non-Christianse.

Cne of the primary concerns of young perple in an
evangellstic endeavor will be that of contacting non-
Shristiens. The suggested means of contacting these un-

®
®

churched young people ls through church chamnels such &

4]

the church school from the class roills, the youth organi-
zatlons of the church for non-church members, and those
who have once been in the church but have left it for variocus

reasons. Further contacts may be made through non-church

1 Ibid.c, Pe 14‘



relatives of church members. The names of visitors to the
church may be secured by the youth and follow-up done anong
those thelr own age. The public school in which the youth
are enrolled serves ag another means of contacting prospec-
tive members for the youth group. The remaindsr of the
list glven in the pamphlet will be merely listed here witl
out further comment: soclal activities, jobks, census
buresaus, and unreached communities.
Another means of luparting the Christian falth is
through dates. Through the normal conversetions whilch
come up in these intlmate relationships the toples often-
times very naturally come arcund to religion and these
friendships can be used as a means of furthering Christ's
Kingdom.
Cther methods of approach suggested by the pamphlet

are through church youth organizations, youth rallies,
the pulplt as the young people cooperate with the minlster,
through school clubs, and the minister's class for doubt-
ers and others who are curicus to znow what Christianity
ises The focus of thsse methods should be clear for,

"Every inducement should be offered to attract young

people who are outside the Church. <They should be

made to feel a regular part of the organlizatlon. Butb

unless all that they do there serves to increase thelir

appreciation of Jesus Christ and thelr desire to be

acknovledged followers of His, the group is falling

thems ZHvery meeting should have something in it that

will ﬂelp uhe members to know Christ and to appreciate
Hig church."l

le Ibi‘f}.n, P 140



5« Suggested Methods of Approach.
When these contacts are made, the major approach in

evangellsm is conversation. The means of getting started

in conversation which will lead into & discussion of

spiritual matters and a number of practical suggestlons
are given. The young person who is seeking to introduce
Christ to someone else through private conversation may
first talk about hls church as a means of leading up to
thils important matter. This admonition ls gilven,
"To talk about the church is a good way tc start,
but the Vhristian must have more to tell than that...
It is not the eloquence of the preacher we have to
cffer but the goodness of God. Our conversatlions
must finally turn to the religion of Jesus and what
that religion can do for our hearts and thoughts and
problems, for our homes and work and world.";

Uther means suggested as to how to lesad to the point is

through talking about soclal problems such as race relation=-

ships, the atomic bomb and other important topics.

6. The Decision Itself.

The fifth section of the pamphlet 13 concerned with
the content of the decislon which the prospect makes after
his contact wlth the youth group and the outworking of
that decisione. In other words, "What does it mean to be
a Christiant” Thig vital guestion is discussed under four
heading walch will be mentloned wlth brief explanations

of esach one. First, the decision means that one "has come

.t e e e

1. Ibido, Do 14.
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to faith in Jesus Christ." There are three things which
faith means according to the pamphlet. (1) It means

o

edication of one's 1life and all that one has to Christ.

£

It means living for Him. (2) Faith means wanting to glve
up everything that is contrary to the spirit of Jesus and
His teachings. (3) Faith is the highest form of hero
worship. It makes Jesus one's ideal and wodel. It means

finding through Him the power to escape from one's lowest

”..s .

self and to reach the helghts of living.

Second, becomlng a Christisn means acceptaence of some
fundamental truths: Dbellefl in Goé,\and that God 1s good
and all powerful, bellef in Chrizt as the revelaticn of

God's character, belief that Jesus is living now as Frilend
2

3

Third, beconming a Christilen means acqulring a pecullar
pattern for living. "Exactly what that petbern will be
cannot be dictated, for it does not come from outward rules

but from the inner coumpulsion of ths love of “hrist in

i

Juch habits zs praying, Zible readling,
attending public worship and 3Sabbath observance will be

a necessary part of the new hablt patiern which is formed
by the Christian.

ind fourth, becoming a Christian means to become a

By

1. Ihid. s Do 500 o
2. Ibid.
33 Ibién’ po 5}.0
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“member of the Yhristian fellowship, the church. It was

brouvght ocut by this pamphlet that the church exists not

E 4

like another human institutlion but 28 an instrument divinely

ordained by God. "To join 1t is like throwing the switch
1
|4 I

ing of the churchn makes known tc other people that one ha%
become a Christian. The declsion whilch a young persocn has
made to hecgome a member of the church should be expresgsed
through a publlc cerenmony, thus bringing encouragement

18

;&3
[ 8

ving inmer power to the one who has ms

e
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from others and

io

tte
m
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the decislon. A number of ways of meking such a dec

definlte are suggested by the pamphlet.

Ta Wnat Follows.

Because so many neople are lost to the church after
even a few months in it, it is of crucial importance that
thiakfirst effort might be followed by constructive action
botn on the part of the members of the cnurch and on the
part of the new member. INew converts should be given
opportunities of expressing thelr decilsion through acticn,
and they should be allowed means of fellowshly through

ne youth fellowship greoup in order to streﬁgth~n and
nourish thelr Jhrlstian livezs. They should bé made to

feel at home by the members of the shurche.

Youth sva elism for the Fresbyterian Church, U.S.A,

involves speclific guidance to the would-be evangelist as

P B

1o Ibid.o, T 31.
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to how to prepare himself for his task, as well as methods
of procedure in carrying out conzerted action by a group
in a chﬁrch. The young evangelist 1s to prepare himselfl
for the task of winning others for Christ through a cars-
ful thinking through of his bsliefs, through prayer, both
private and corporate worship and through his own personal
gqualifications, such as enthusiasm, patlence, love, and
humility. The methods of approach toward others are:d
througn the agﬁnﬂies of church youth organizations, youth
rallies, the pulpit, school clubs, and the minlster's class.
The uvnderlying method 1s conversation; it is used after

thege contacts are made.
Ce The Presbyterian Church, U.Se.

The material used by the Presbyterian Church, U.S.,
for thls purpose 1s a pamphlet entitled “Evangelism for
Youth". It is to be used with seniors and young people
ag an elective study serlies in Sunday Schocl classes,

vesper programs, conferences, and through-the-week sessionz.

le Definition of Evangellsn.

There are several different definitlons of evangelism
glven in the material. These definltions are glvent
"Evangelism is the earnest effort of Christian people to
persuade others Lo believe the good news about Jesus Christ,”

and "Evangelism is the articulate witness to the gospel of

"( 3

Christ with a view of cfeatﬁng in other men a senge of neesd,
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and securing thelr commitment, and inspiring saving faith."

It will be seen from these guotations that evangelism is
presented to youth in the traditional rhraseology as
decision regarding the good news about Shrist. T
of the study is given by the author: "The purrose of this
gtudy 1s to prepare the gouth of our Church to rally to
the standard of Christ."

In treating the subject the pamphlet does sc under
these headingsi: the need of socliety for evangelism, the
content of the Gospsl, motivations tc tell the Gospel,

the resources of thesvangellst, and the suggested methods

of evangelism--both individual and groupuevangelisme.

2+ The Content of the (Gospel.

Becausge of the function of thls meterial to be used

e purpose

1

as an "Elective Study Series", for Seniors and Young People,

there 18 an extensive discussion contained in it concerne-

ing the content of the Gospel. Each of the units of study

in the pamphlet containg suggested Biblical passages called

"The Witness of the Word". The content of the Gospel is
described as "the good news about Jesus Christ". It is
described under thesse headings: Christ died on the Cross
to save us from sin, Christ is our living Friend, Ghrisﬁ
is the Revelation of God, and Uhrist gives us everlasting

1. WwWelgle, Luther A;, guoted by Carl R. Pritchett in
Evangelism for Youth, p. 1.
2. Ibide.



life. This section seems to have been prepared so that

the youth who desire to tell others "the good news" may

have an adequate concept of what they a2re to tell. This

material is put here, not only by way of definition of

the Gospel, but also to prepare them that they nmay xnow

the content of thelr faith. This 1s not a theoretical

discussion of the subjects presented but is made practical

through the use of illustrations showing how great Christlan

saints have reali.ed, for example, that “hrist had saved

them from sin. The example is glven of 3Sir James Simpson,

the discoverser of chloroform who made this remark at one

time: ''The greatest discovery I ever made was thatl

s great sinner and Jesus Christ is a great Saviour."

There are also freguent guotations from the Bible wnich

are used further to point out these matters. In the dls-
.

cusgion of vhrist as our Living Friend the wrilter quotes

the apostie Paul:

nxa

John Bal

"I am crucified with Ch
yet not I; but Jhrist L
which I now live in the
of the Son of God, who 1o

for ue."'2

mples from the lives of guch

nevertheless I live;
in me: and the life
I live by the Talth
me, and gave Himself

men &8 David Livingstone,

lie, Johrn knox, Savonarcla, Henry Ward Bsecher,

1
apostles and Christ are glven throughout the dilscussione.

the ay

The writer makes no atteunt t¢ reach young people, in this
1. Ibide, Do 4

2. Gelatisns 2:20.



pamphlet, through terminology with which they are familiar,

2

put uses traditionsl phraseoclog]

%e The Motivations for Hvancellsme

W

The motivatlons to tell the “good news' gre glven,
first of 211, in terms of what will happen if it ig not
tolds Failth in Christ 18 the only way in whilch we can
be saved from sin and death and hell."  The youth are
Incited to action by the realization of what falth in
Christ can do for man. BSecond, the motlvatlon 15 tiroush
fear, in terms of the day of judgment which Shristians

must face. Other motivationsg which are glven are in terms

oft the command of “hriat, the pergonal enjoyment which
Vs

the world for nore and btethter Vhristiasans. The notivations

numbers of people, bolth in this country and in Iurcpe,



o

Again, there ig freguent use of exanples from the
lives of great Yhristians in these appsels to youth to
share the Gospel. The author tells of an experience in

the 1life of John Wesley of a conversation which he had with

The friend sald this to Wesley,

"Sir, you wish to serve God and go to heaven. Remember
you GQMﬂOt serve Him alone. You must, ﬁherefo%e, find
oup@nions or make them. The Eible knows nothing of

solitary rellgion.'
The fregquent use of illustra

t
further to ilumpel youth to action. The writer uses noct

;. o
w
c—{-—
}.Jt
4
jnl
[e5]
ot
]
ot

only the lives of the great Chr draw upon, bu

also poetry which expresses the splrit of evangellsm.

44 The Resources for tm Evangellst.
b}

As preparation for the work of an evangelist the

ramphlet suggests several things, and gives the suggestlon

of thes resources avallable for the evangellst. As prepa-
ation for the work of the evangelist the writers suggestion
lg that young people should not venture ocut without strict
self-exanmination and renewed consecration of 1life. The
writer seeks 1o show, through & discusslon of the power

of the BHBoly Spirit, the power walch is available to those

who seek 1t for the work of discinleship. He shows the

‘reader how the faith of the early discliples was strengthened

1. Ibidn, De 10.



by the power of the Holy Spirit which came upon them on
the day of FPentecost, and thus glves the assurance to

youthful bellevers that they too shall recelve such power

p
&

if it is theilr purpose to exalt Christ. ‘tellas then

£

that the means for the receptlion of thils power ls through

prayer. The pampnlet goes Turther Iin its discussion of
the resources avallable as it glves the lmportance of the
Word of God for the evangelist. There are illustrations
given which serve to point out the power and force of the
Word of God. Thils quotation will give the author's point:
"The Word of God has an authority and force that will often
comfort a trcocubled heart, arouse a sleepy consclence, and
enlighten a darkensd mind.“é One further scurce cof power
is glven in the simple, earnest, sincere spirit of the
evangelist. These recommendations are glven to the youth-
ful evangellist that he might be shown 1n a practical way
how to begin the task which 1s set before him; they also

serve, through the illustratlons, as a means of inspiring

the youth as they see what others have done.

5. Buggested lMethods of Evangeilsne.
The methods of personal evangellism which are suggest-

gasgtions

Tt

ed are general rather than specific. These sug
are given, that the youth? love people more, seek Lo live
a conslstently Christian life in terms of actions rather

Ei

o wm e e

L Ibid‘, Pe 26 o
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than mere words, that they pray for others, "takiﬁg our
stand for Christ” as over against the stand which the
crowd takes, that they should be outspoken and bold in
thelr witness, and that they should witness as they write
letters to their friends. Agalin there are the frequent
illustrations to inspire and mctivate.

The pamphlet's discussion of group evangselism takes
up at length the means of contacting non-Christians.
First, they are to begin with thelr own group to see which
are non-church members. Then a religious census may be
taken of the community; they may alsc wish to gather a
1list of names from the pastor and other friends. After
this 1ist has been gathered together some speciflc means
of evangelizatlon are suggested for the youth group as
a whole. The prospects are to be invited to the meetings
of the youth groupy the group may wish to concentrate

=

their evangelistic efforts in a "Youth Week" in the church
Mrrs

or an arrangement which has been termed "Win My Friend"

WEE o

6. Sunmarye

In sumnmary, it may be sald that the distinctive
feature of this pamphlet 1s its wealth of illustrations
which serve to make evangelism practical and meaningful
to the youthe As for the methods of evangelism which are

suggested, they are the traditional onest that they should

love people, that they should live a consistent Christian
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1ife, that they pray for others, that they should be out-

spoken in thelr witness, and that they should write letters.

-

Methods of group evangellism suggested are: that a list of

o
L3

'y -y

prospects be gathered and that after this lilst has been

prepared the people be Llnvited to the youth fellowship

Es

hey have a concentrated evangelistic

Lo

s

meetings, and tﬁﬁﬁ
effort culmineting in & time of decision for the prospect.
An interesting fact in this connectlion ls the questions
which the youth group are suggested to ask themselves as
they begin their efforts "lHow can our Youth Fellowship as

g group engage 1In evangellism? Iow can we bring young
1
people to a decision to accept Christ as their Saviours"

The emphesis 1s clearly seen &3 one reads these statements.

The packet, "Fellowship Features, Youth =
a Major Project of New Friends for Christ Frogram” contbains
four different helps or materials to be used by the youth

of the Neorthern Baptlst Conventlone. YThe major one 13 a

N - o o it £t g 23y Lo e
pamphlet entitled "Youth Evangelisum', gilving the background

of the eﬁphasig and the plan. Another one with the same
title gives, in & briefer form the three main divisicns o
the plan and some practical supggestions as to the means of
carrying out the plan. The third one is entitled "Jane and

— N - v o -

le Ibid-, D 21le
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Joe Win Friends for Christ’ and gives 1lts story in plcture

he fourith sst of materials, the trachs, will be discussed

Throughout the materlial the emphasis 1s upon the follow-

ing basic methods wihich Jesus uszed.

L1+ The Need for Youth Evangellsm.
The call to all Christian youbtn is sounded forth in
these vwords:
“There 1s a need for millions of youth to dedicate
themselves to the Christlan 1ife, to invade nagan
countries and areas of 1life armed with the sword of
the spirit and the shidld of falth."l
Youth are challenged to answer that call as they are made
aware of the times in which they live, as they realize
the numbers of young people who never enter a church, and

through the realization that thers must be further means

of ilmplementing the work whizh the Sunday School is dolng.

2¢ The Alm of the FPlan.

'y

1 3 o E £ b &
The aim of the plan as given is'to reach out and win
the youth of the community who think there is nothing in
2
the church for thema.” It 1z to be carrisd out as the

e . e e e

le Youth Lvangells m;;B&ptist Friends for Christ, p. le
2¢ Ibide, pPe 2o
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young people reach the vnreached where they are and by

means of fellowshlp in the regular church program.

Fe The Flar.

bl
}n.iv

The plan suggested by this materiasl is give n great
detall as are the pﬁaétic&l means for carrying it out.

The three main points of that plan are'Friendship, Fellow-
ship, end Followership". The first part, called Friend-
ship, 1s concerned primarily wilth acquainting the youtn

in the church with the task of evangellzlng others and
chailenging them with 1its possibilitles as 1s suvuggested

by Christ to his disciples. The material begins with

the element of friendeshilp because 1t is polinted ocut that

3e

Jesus began with this element with the twelve disciples.

Y

In the second part, called Fellowship, the youth are to

teke advantage of soclal events to turn them into evange=-
listic opportunities. Again the examnle of Jesus 1g pointed
out. During these informal soclal occaslons 1t 1s suggested

that the young people share what Christ means to them, as

®

means of evangelirzation. The thlrd part of the plan,
entitled Followershlp, ls concerned with the positive
response of a person to the invitatlon to fellcow Jesuz.
There are specific detalls glven as to the meaning of
following Jesuse. It involves: 1) a living experience
leading on and cn wni acdlds all one's 1life, 2) a whole-

hearted following uesus, leaving other things behind,

%) publlc commitnent tc Him and 4) g willingness to follow
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1
Him wherever He leads not countirg the cost.

The above plan is really the over-all suggestion as
to the whole pregranm. There follow certain specific
suggestlions connected with carrying out this plan. In the
matter of procuring the names of prespective members the
group 18 glven certain suggestions. They may be found
through the regular church channels: through the pastor
and church office, the members of the church, the Sunday
School rollse. Through extra-crnurch channels the youth
may soliclt from the local high school or collége or they
may wish to make a communltiy survey.

As suggested by the outline of the plan above, the
ma jor evangelistic method used is friendship. The emphasis
throughout the program ls worked out through what is termed
"A Youth Friendly Month". The youth are to do visitation
in preparation for thls event in order to soliclt attend-
ance of prospects. The actual fellowshlp meetings at the
church are to consist mainly of informal sings, followed
by the sharing of experlences by several of the group.
These mestings are to be followed by further'visitation
wlth the definite cobject of askling the prospect to make a
decislion to follow Christ and to join the church and the
youlth SrouDe.

The follow-up which cones after the nsw menmbers have

1 Ibido, Poe 2
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Joined the group mey be clgssified in two ways! fellow-
ship and evpressione. The fellowship is to be accomplished
through cells as the new members share experlsnces 1ln the
small group of their‘ﬁrﬁwth. The expression comes through
the calling which 18 done by the new membsrs asthev seek
to lead others to make’deci lons for Christ
The do's and don'ts for calling upon prospects are

also glven Iin this material. There ls an obvicus intention

to make the material of practical value to yeuth in the

church In thelr evangellistic endeavor.

Ls  Summary.

The principal meansg of

nie materlal 1s fellowshilp.

evangellsm as suggested by

This is carried out througl

‘:/..L

twe means, the youth fellowshlp ne

etings where the group
gathers Tor Informal singing and a t

Christ means to them, and cell groups where the members

of the group share thelr attempts Lo make dlisciples of
others. OCther means of evangellsm as suggested by the

materisal are: through visitation and through a special

emphasis on evangellsm during the “Youth Friendly Lionth".
The »nrincipal motivatlions are through a reallization of

the need in this country and abroad, and througrn challeng-
ing the youth to reallze the possiblilities of such &
renture 28 this.
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study and worship groups, rather than a call to declsive
commitment and action.

This pamphlet 1s written to stimulate thinking in
youth groups as they meet to consider evangelism. It isg

suggestlve Iin its approsch, glving the sources of information

s
4]

ZRANRe}]

I

and presenting v plans of action to be used by groups

of young people to sult the needs of the particular situation.
The pamphlet 1s divided in its discussion of the topic

into these general sections: the reasons for the need of

a gtudy of this type, an examinatlon of the basic Christlan

bellefs, and a discussion of how cne become a Christian,

some suggested means of reaching those outside the fellow-

ship of the “vhristian Church, and the means of despening

}.J.

the life of the Christians within the churche. In &

SCUB8 ™

}._

ing these matters the pamphleit does not always glve specilic

o]
e}

answers to 21l these subjects but rather through a serles
of questions, whichh the young people are to use as the

bagis for their own discusslon groups, sceks to stimulate
the thinking of the youth so that they will rethink their
bellefs and come to find the answers for themselves. The

pamphlet seeks to gulde thelr thinking.

2+ lotivetions for Evangeilsm
The youth of the church must have an lncentive for the
study of evangelism and 1t is with thils in mind that the

pamphlet sets up a number cf reasons and seeks to stimulate
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the thinking of young people as to why there is a2 need for
this emphesise. They must be absoclutely certain that
Christianity has something unicue to offer before they
begin to think of ways and means of bringiﬁg>ethers into
the Christian fellowship. The reasons ich are suggested
may be placed in three categories: the difference the
Chrigtian fellowship will malke Iin the 1life of the young
people themselves, the difference it will mske in the 1life
of the church, and the difference which 1t will make 1o

the natlon and ﬁg the world. The pamphlet cltes statlstics
to show the need in regard to the spread of Christlianitye
It suggests thet the youth find such statistics for their
own community, regarding the number cutside the vhiistian
fellowship It goes further in suggesting that the youth
seek to dliscover the reasonsg why there are so nmany outsilide
the church by looking at their own church program to see
what there 1s in it which may be keeplng others out of the
churchne. The citing of these sgtatlstics and the suggestions
as to reascons wny the youth are ocutside t!
to challenge the Christian youth to the need and also to
the tremendous opportunity of evangellsm In this local

situatlion.

3. Freparation of the Evangelililst.
In order to get others to come inte the Shristign
fellowshlp the ymutw muet be clear on what they belleve.

These four suggestions are glven:! 1t means to be a member

i
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of scme church, 1t means to accept Jesus as personal

Saviour, 1t means to acc

ept Jesus &s Lord and Faster, 1t

means to dedicate oneself to that whilch Jesus ﬁ@dlkued

ments suggested by the pamphlet are used to clarifly

thinking of youth in regard to these matl

‘1'\

on the discussion of accenting Shrist es persconal Saviour

thege gusestlong ars ed
it . . - 1 J— . o Sl e s o ¢
"From what doss he save us? To what does he sav
How does he save us? How does one accept Jesus
o) o Is saying so with our lips th
i or tq;ﬂV1W” g0 with the nind?
T with our erotions? Cr acting so with

m

oy
ot
e
pa)
G
&
iy
=

Tne sectlon apove gives the content ol

v

messawe;’th@sa atatements serve as {urther means of

4 s ~T e ool . w4 o A
ing the young peonle as evangellsts as glven in the discuss-
oo $ 4o Ol ot 3 gl . - 5 e -
of becoming a vhristian . Two ways are suggested:
swrerliencse 28 was th aynarisno o the srnostlie
CaLTL Lence & o 11& SRS LDIG A LIl DETL
Paul, and the expsrience of gradual growtii; this schoeol of
thought ils represented by Horasce Bushnell. This serves to

b - ot ) .
™y fa I ) T
broeden ithsa

:’L‘ Ibid', P:‘)o 11"‘125
2 s I“biii LI }'.') - ng .
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the only one of the pamphlets studled which gives the
Y L oy e o v % oy oo .’
means of becoming a Lhrlstlian.
i B i i o % o TTVe e o = T "{
4o Methods of Reaching Those Cutside the Christian

in the pamphlet. The young people are advised to decide
upon the approach best suited to the prospsct and then
use that one. These approaches mlght be classified as
those wanlch will be done through the group s functioning
as & unit, and those whlch can be carried out priaocipally
by individuals; those wnlech ars the peculliar functiocn of
the church and those which seem to be extra-churche

These will be merely listed here: pass on to others what

the Yhristisn fellowship means to them, invite the prospect

)

to attend church, in conversaltlion sirsss the poglitive values
of the -hristien fellowship, through a young peovle's week

scex to bring about decisions, try Lo reach the key young
pecple in the hope that others will fellow thelr leading
the use of seumi-religlous appeals, sugg

in touch with the ccllsge youth, assist the pastor in re-

church program wihich 1s as helpful and interesting as

routh themselves must decide vhaelt congtle-

ht
P

nossible (the
tuties. such a pr@mram), through summer camps, conlferences,
through the formation of deputation teams. This last

suggestion is given in this connection: "In the final



analysis, the truly Shristian lives of young people within

oild

the church will reach the unreached perhaps more effectively

&

Ee The lMeans of Deepening the Lives of Christians.

necessary that

[IEN
i)

In any evangelistic endeavor it

o

the young pecple first begin with themselves, Lo reexamine

-

their own lives in the light of the 1life of <Shrist and
reconsecrate themselves continually to Him. Heans of

doing thils are suggested by this pamphlet in a sectlon
called "Means of Deepening the Lives of “hristians". This
is to help the youth realize how far short they fall of

the life of Christ and to show them how to become effective
Christianse. These practical suggestions are glven: through
study of the falth of a Christlan, through study of the life
of a Christian--as to what constitutes Christian action in
speciflic sliltuations in school, home and recreaztion, through
self-examination, through experiences of worshlip in which
there 1s opportunity given for the young peonle to re-
commit themselves to Christ, and finally through Christian
action by which the youth are enabled to reallze a deeper
commitment. Again the pamphlet points out statistics to
show the importance of these things for the serious Christlan,
and a bibliograrny is suggested.

. . g e wew

1l I«Dido, De 13.
2. Ibide, p. 20-21.




6. Summarys

The particular emphasis of the pamphlet planned for
discussion groups, is community wide rather than merely
church wide. HEvangellsm as presented 1s concered with
individusal faith and Christian fellowshlpe. Its main motl~

-

vations are in terms of

¥
|.-..!e

the difference the Christlan
fellowsalp wlll make and the need for it. The evangelist
1s to prepare himselfl through study of the Christlan Talth
end reconsecration of himself. The methods suggested are

through the regular channels of the church and through

gsoclal action on a community wide basis.

Fe Comparison of the Uhurch Approaches

The comparison and contrast of these four pamphlets

[N
3]

will be made upon ths basls of thelr discussion on 1)

C’)

7

2

motivations, 2) preparation of the evangelist, 3) %

s

&
methods of evangellsn, L) distinctive fsatures of each
one as Lo emphasisg.

The Tour are alike in thelr motivations for evangellsn

pu 2 . s e o~ 1 oy g Yom PR T § 3 L Y
throusgh realigation of need and through realizatlon of the

worth of Yhristianity. Zach of tasm guotes filgures show~

tne need and siows youth the adeguacy of Shristianity
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TRACTS FCOR YCOUTH EVANGELISH

Lo Introduction

Tracts are relevant to any study of evangelism because
of thelr widespread recognition and use. It will be the
purpose of this chapter to see what thelr lmportance is
for the evangelilsm of youth. Three groups of tracts
presenting the Gospel to youth will be examined to see
vhat approaches are used. They will be ezamined to see
what declisions are elicited end what means are used to
bring about the responses. ILhe use of the tract as evi-
denced in the tract itself will also be consgidered.

The tracts under consideratlion were recelved from
three principal sources: The World-¥Wide Monthly Tract
Jlub, in Spokane Washington, The Tract Club of America,
Good News Publishers, Chicago, Illinols, and The Baptist
Youth Fellowshlp, Fhiladelphila, Pennsylvania. 'lhe request
to the tract compsanlies was for those treacts which presented
the Christian Gospel to young people. Only these tractis
whnich deal primerily with commitment are considered, since
this study is concerned principally with this phase of
evangellsm. Thus the basis of selectlon was two fold,

namely those tracts which appealsd to young pecnle and

-39
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those which head to do with thelr making a commltment to

the demands of the Cospel.
Be Trects from The World-~Wide lMonthly Tract Club

1. Genersal Appsarsance.

These tracts, twenty in number, make thelr initial
appeal to youth through the form and the use of color on
the cover. Each of the tracts has abtractive rlctures of
youtht the Tace of & young fellow on one, & skelch of &

v

of &11 the trinkets hegide
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her which girls use, a sketch of a cheerlesder with &

2

stadlium 1in the background, & photegraph of a group of

young people, dravings of an explosion ussed to represent

the atomlc bomb and the dlscharge button of servicemen
These plcotures are gulte infornaly some of are almost

not use drawlings hult color contrasts

title of the trazct. Throug

- 5, i 4 A - el % - 2 - "y & el | - e
skzetones the atitention of the readsrs ls [firsgt drawn to
o EN - b Yy sy b A - ooy oy 2 %
tne tracte. &About nall of Lhsm are wrery smail In slize,

These tractis trealt a varliety of topizs! the obiscctlons

of youth who thirk religlon 1s only Tor old folks and

N
sissgles, the badge of merii before God wial ‘e Chrigt's
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single word of human comment or explanatlon nhas been
added."l

This tract used contrasting color to highlight the words
which the author telieves to be important in "the plan of

the egss” that the

reader
might accept Christ as perscnal Baviour, as Lord of hils
1

ife and dedicate his life Lo llis service.

%. Birlical Content.
There are nun_esrous direct quotations from scripture
throughout these tracts, in whlch the scripture 1g reprodu

ed in the tract. There are other placss wnere therse lis

o

only the reference glven. NMeny of these guotations are used

to motivate the youth to take some zction while others are

ugsed to present the sinful state of man the clalns of Shris

alsc His promises to those who will follow Him. A number

of references are glven frcm Romans, from the Gospel of
John and from lsaish. The digtribvution c¢f these verled
throughout the whele 5ible. In addlition to these there

are ailuslong to scriplture in those tracts concerned with

meetling the objsctions of youth.

4, llotivations for the Declsion.
The motivatlon which 1s most prominent throughout
T

these tracts 1s fear and shame. These quotations serve

S

le "Truth in 2 Nutshell", Youth Series S.
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fact: "It is a deliberate insult to

[4¥]

to polnt out thi

push tne Lord out of your youth and expect Him to welcone
L

t

you in old age."” "Ohrist gave you a thirty-three old

H

bodye. Don't glve Him an old dried up carcass. He died

for you in Hig prime, live for Him in your youth. Flay
: 2

fair with Christ and you'll not regret it."

3

Some of these tracts contaln blank spaces on the back
pege for the youth to write to the author of the tract
expressing thelr willingness to accept Christ as personal
Javiour and return the tract to him as testimony of this
facte. Some of the tracts, 1n addlition to soliciting for
the declslon mentlioned above, ask the youth to dedicate

" and return the tract

their lives "to Christ's service
indicating this deciglon.
Cther motivatlions which are used ere the natural

service, Tor

Hh

degires of youth for popularity, to be o
happiness, fun, success and riches. These quotations
cited gilve evidence of these motivatlions:

"There are many prodigal deughters as well as
prodigal sons, who should discover-early in thelr
teens that the happlest, most radiant life results
from accepting Jesus Christ as personal Saviour

T ®

and enthroning Him 28 Lord."3

"After the Frodigal Son had tasted hils father's
feast, he had no yen Tfor the blll of fare in the
plg sty. He was completely satisfied and supremely

1. "For Girls Only"; Series 3. .
2. "How Do You Xids Get That Way', Series 2.
3. "For Girls Cnly", Series 3.
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habyy. It will ve so with you when you return to
God e

"It'“ a thrill te play the geme of 1life with Him as
Japtalne. VWhat is more the world will respect the
fellow or glirl who will be out and out for the Lord.
To the average person, being a holy Joe or Jane on
Sunday and one of the gang the reqt of the weelk 1s
like plaving both ends against the middle."2

"The old must die an@ the young may die and 1T the
Bible is true and aiter death comes 1U“gmeﬂt' it
is just common sense Lo remenber now thy Creator
in the days of thy youﬁh. 'z

The point of contact in these tracts 1s something which

the youth desire or about wilch they are sgserlously concerned.
For example, all young people want to live 1ife to its full-
este As a means of contact the atomic bemb and the dis-
charge button are used to open the discussgicn of spirltusal

matters and lead the youth Into a serious consideration of

o

Christ's claims upon hils life. The youth are further
motivated through the use of rewards. It iaz indlcatéed
e

In several of the tracts that those returning them wil

recelve bhook maerks

Fe Indlicetions of the Use of the Tract.

o

In general, there are no indications in the content
of ths traet as to how the tracts are to e used. Dome
are to be returned with the dsescisions indicated. In most

cases the tract ls & unit in itself and is to bs used as

1. "Lis'm Fella“? Series L.
2. "Jome on Ceng", Series 8.
3. "Hi Ya Zids", Series 8.



SUChe
e Tracts from the Good News Fublishers

1e General Appearance.

These tracts, twelve in all, are small znd in booklet
form. The tracts are quite plain in an
generally in black an@lwhite. Cn the covers are nl
graphs of youth, sometimes coupléa and scmetlimes larger
ghoups of young people. In several of ﬁhem there are
pictures and sketches on the inside of the tract. There

.

is a full page of »rintirg in each of the tracts.

Z2s ScODB
The titles of these tracts indicate the contents:
"God's Way of Salvation", "The VWay of Life Made Flain",

i

"vouth's Guide", "Living the Selr Lirfe", "How to Become

i
]
ke
fe)

o
o
0}
w
n

a Christian”, "Life", "Youth Wents the Facts", "Ha
Highway' .

The majority of these tracts are concerned that
youth know the means whereby one can come to accept Christ
ag Saviour and Lord. Twe of these tracts, in particular,

way of salvation

s

glve very extensive discussions on the

's Way of

"Youth's Guide™, with fifteen pages and "God
Salvation”", with twenty-four pages. The others are quite

brief in thelr treatment of the subject, usually not nmore

D

q

than two pages in length. In genheral, these tracts come

right to the polint of the tract almost immedlately as one
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begins reading; they take the reader through a number of

steps which suggest how to become & Christlan. For example,

H

the one titled "How To Beécoms & (hris tells its

d:?
;.4.

negsage In ten steps which are summarlized briefly here:
1) Recognize that you are not a Shristlan, because
you are good, or because vou are doing the best
you can, or because you are the member of some
churchs
2) Confess, that you are = sinner, that you cannot
save yourself, that you are hopelessly lost with-
- out Yhrist.
3) Believe, that Christ died for the ungodly, that
he was ralsed from the dead and 1s able to save
21l those who come to Ged by Him.
4} Cail on the neme of the Lord Jesus with the
~ slncere deslre to be saved from your sins.
5) Rely on God's promlse, not upon feelings that
you are saved and confess,Him with your mouth
as your Saviour and Lord.= ’

Throughout theze tracts the authors attempt to meet

the objectlons and questicns which youth have toward the
hristian rellgion. 3ome of these are listed by one
uthor as Follows: "It is go difficult to be a Christlan...
I cannot glve up the pleasures of the worlg..‘ I don't
wish to be gloOmy... =0 many hypoerites.”  This par-
ticular author treats in detall these objections in an
attenpt to meet them. He exhorts the youth to recelvs
Chrilst in faltn upon reading the tract and these Alffle=
culties will e sclved.
3. DBiblical Content.

These tracts draw abundantly upon the rescurces of

R

1. "How to Become a Christian”.
2. Marshall, Alex: "God's Way of Salvation”.
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the Bible for the message. The scripture is used, for
example, to insplre and challenge youth and to gulde them
into knowledge of the way of life which Shrist offers to
vouth. 7The author of one of the tracts asks the guestio
TWhat is Life?" and then answers,'That 1t is a secret
locked in the heart of the Author of 211 life--CUhrist of
Wnom it is said, 'In Him was life, and the 1ife was the

1
v ohn 1:4). Other trachts present their
£z

foedd
’N.!o
,,
C-L-
[
iy
=]
0}
P
ot

complete message in verses from the Bibkle. Two in par-~
ticular do thise. One of these 1s in two verses, which

have to do with eternal life; the scripture passeges are

- - . - . 5 A EPURE A |
Romans 5:23%, and John 3:16. Its title is simply "Life’.

seripture text highlighte 1ts

1
message with these words, "You Cannot Do Without Himesee
2
In Lifeesssin Deatheesoln Judgmentes.oIn Eternityeces’
54111 another one called "The Inside Story' emphasizes

its message in four short terse statements, "God's View

- T e e o ] 5 - Ho oot
Inside Stery on the Way to Heaven . In the tract, "God'8

there are nunercus guotations nresenting

1 P 1S T M b 4 o, gy s " oy e il & 1.
the way from [omans, the Gospel by John and isalal.

4
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young person, 1f you recelve Him just now, you have every-

thing to galine. If you reject Hlm now, yvou have everythling
1

N
s T

to lose. Way not give your heart to Jesus right now?

e

Ui
.
i

ndications of the Use of the Tract.
Some of the tracts are to be used for teaching: others
are for the gsneral needs of the unchurched. OOne writer

states the purpose of hls tract as foliocws:

.-

ear of youth for God is the purpose cf this booklet."
In none of the others ig there indicaticn zs to the usze

of the tract.
De Tracts From the Baptlist Youth Fellowship

le General Appesrarnces

These tracts which have been specially prepared are
gulte small, measuring about twc and a half by four and
a half inches. They are plain in appearance with only
the title of the tract on the cover and using contrasting
color to center the interest of the reader upon the title
of the tract. 3Several of these tracts glve thelr message
almost completely in pletures, with only a briefl comment.
The tracte are gulte brief, no more than six pages in
length and some of them fold out to make only four pages.

The printing i1s brief, not a full page, but teo the poiunt.

le Cutts, "Hapopiness Highway'.
2. Gibbs, "Yo uide
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here are seven tragcts in this serlies titled as
follows: "Do You Dare", "Popularity", "Love", Friendships”
"o, "Life", and "What I Think of You'. The tracts are
meant to be used in that order. These tracts alnm to take
helr readers through & series of decislons, beginning
with the initial one of followling Chrilst, golng through

answerling the problems of the Yhristian life and finally

&

ending in a decisiocn by wnlch the prospect 1s to become a

member of the church. The first declision solicited ig that
the prospect will come to the Baptiet fellowshlp meetings:
then thet he will read his fible falthfully; then there
are gerles of posltive statements serving to enswer the
objectlons and problems of youthj then finally his decision
is solicited about church membefship and finelly that he
will seek to bring others into the church.
%. Biblical Content.

There are a number of scripture references uged in
the tracts. There are scripture verses printed out in
full on the back of two of these tracts whlch serve to
point up the 1ldea of love and friendship in the tracts
by these titles. ZXach time the scripture verses are used
they are written oul in full, end although there are not
many qnetations‘the cnes which are used are in keeplng
with the Theﬂ@ of thet particular tract and glve added

force to the nessage of the tracte.
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wiilchh 18 used as the theme for the meeting may he glven

< 2

o 1 o R
and others &t subseguent meeltlings.

b 4 i & - Fad oy
e Comparison of Lﬁe Tracts.

T

2) scope, 3) Biblical content, 4) metivations, and 5)

vy

much alikee. They are all small and compact; booklet shape
in some cases and folders In cthers. In appearance the
first group studled are more colorful, and contaln 2 wvider
variety of sketches on the covers. These trac

cateny phrases and bright -color as their principal attentlon
getting device.

-

The second group studled alsoc use color as & means

of arprcach, but the color 1s culite subdued, with pink,

soft blue, and green predomlinating in contrast to the
bright reds, green, purple, and blue used by the Tirst

groups In contrast to both of these the Eaptist tracts

use solid color on the front with contrasting color to

nighlight the title. Thers are no pictures on the front,
except on one of these tracts. The use of the plctures

on the inside is a means of carrying the message.
The titles indisate the scope of then, and the point

of contacts. The titles of the Baptist tracts are quite

e



simple, in some cases only one word, in others two orb
three, or a question which will induce the reader to turn
the page to read ths messaée. This 1s quilte different
from the other two groups where prgctlically the whcele
nessage of the tract is given in the title. I the person

to whom the tract 1s given 1s not interested in what the

tract has to offer as shown him
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will not even open 1t to read its contents.

The ultimate intention of meny of these tracts ls thai

the youth who read it may accept Christ as thelr "persons

&£

fooed

Saviour", that He might become Lord of life for the reader,

B

that hilse zins might be washed away, so that he may be

presented without sin before God. Some of the tracts go
still further 1n asking the youth to glve thelir lives to
the service of Yhrist. These might be sald to be the
alms of the tracts In the first two groups. The Baptist
group of tractd ewmphasis i1s upon direction Tor life of
the new convert. This group soliclts for the primary
decision. that the youth become disciples of vhrist and
then glves guldance and direction to thalt decision.
There 1s a much greater emphasls in the filrst two
groupd of tracts upon scripture. There are frequent
direct quotations from the Bivle in these tracts, and in
some of them the message of the entlre tract 1ls carried
in scripture. However, in the Baptist group scripture

is used only at the end of the tract to give added emphasis



T

to the message which has already been brought out. In all
three groups the scripture is used to challenge, inspirve

nd motivate the youth.

(33

The motivations which are zost prominent in thelr
usage in the group of tracts from the World-wide lonthly
Tract Club is that of fear; a device which has frequent
use in a8ll three groups of tracts in seeking to bring the
youth to & decislion signing thelr names and sending in the
tract. The reward incentive is used only by the group
from the World-Wlde E@mthly Tract Clut. OCther motlvatlions
wiich are used Irequently are in line with the natural
desires of youth for hapniness, success, Lo e cf ssrvice.
These latter motivations have general use Uhroughout the
three groupse. The Baptist tracts indicate the way in

-

which they are to be used. In the cother

n
¥

nere 18 no

indicaticn specifieally of the manner 1in which the tract
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magazine. <+here are shots of the ports events, ci groups

523

at pearties, plctures of groups of Tfellows and girls to

E~

ot

illustrate both the srticlss and the stories. Both sketeh

-

and certoons enliven the joke page. There is a total of

Fa)

seven pages in one of ithe nmagazrines deveoted to pletures of

ey

fellows on a feotball tesm who are members of "Young LIf "

e

"‘D

The variebty and the guaniity of rclctures throughout this

magazine certainly add toc 1ts eye arg

0

’”ﬁ

peal and are, nc doubt

& big selling polnt with y-uth.

L4

The devotional section of thile magazine entitled "Down

L

to Business’ merite sgpeclesl attention. The sectlon 1s

planned with one scripture verse for each day in the month

o

Intwo of the three lssues studisd thils verse wasg printed
in the magazine; in the third one the reference only was
given. In each case, however, the verse Lls followed by

a brief comment to point up the application of the verse
to the 1ife of the youth who read it. These passages were
studled to see iust how many of them made an appsal for

"),

a decision for vhrist =nd wh

(1870

-+

decislon they called for.
This one sentence glven as the comment uvon cnes day'

devotions might be given as an example: the scripture

- suggssted is Deutercnomy 34:25.

07 Ue'd expsct
ur strength;
oportzo* to

"Thet seems to be back-end-to, doesn't i
to be told that our day will depend on ©
but not sc. God mrmmiees strength in »r
he need of the day."l

&

1. Young Life, May, 1946, pe. 17



50w

The note throughout the devotlonal sectlon of this par-

o
st

ticular issue iz that of maintalining the 1ife in Shrist
and the means of doing it. The tone of thils sectlon would
indicate that it ls meant for Yhristlans. Ore other ex-

=Y

agple will be given from this 1ssue: the relerence glven

is EZpheslians 5il4. The comment which follows is,
"Another translator has rendered this, 'wake up, thou
thet sleepest, and arise up from among the dead.’
"It is eoften difficult to distinguish betwsen a dead

sinner and a sleeplng Zhristian. Are you a sleeplng
Christian? Then wake uvpl Get ocut from your worldly
associations and show that you have 1life."l

In another issue there were ten out of the thirty

which appealed for decislonsg to acceplt Jesus Christ as

These mentencss taken Trom a number of

o]

the motivations used in appeailng to youth for & dsclelon:
"Do you want speedy rellef from sing”
"The miracle of

of rebirthn."

H 2 I iy PR s PR £
'If it's wvalue you want, put “hrist first.

"The future bhelongs to those who prepare Tor it. Jhrist
is the only guarantee of eternal life.”

g £ -1 H - - ", 1 - i
For safety's sake accept Christ as personal Saviour.
oy e . R K N ISV | {7 R R N - ERCN
For the long run try falth in Christ rather than ithe
o A - oy A ey o
W1ISAon 3L 8T
—- e e

i
S
2. , 1947, p. 2L
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Bible Study", having to do with living the “Yhristian life
according to the rules as given in the Bible; "Iry Track”,
an article on the merits of track as 2 sport to be cultli-
vated by high school youth, and "Heavy on My Hands", an
article naving as its purpose to get youth to see the
valus of time and to spend 1t wisely. .

There are two articles in the magazline whlel might
be subtitled "Christian success stories’. One of thess
articles is the story of the 1ife of T. T. Studd, a man
who gave up money and a soclal position for Shrist and who
was more than repaid; the other article, entitled "Whet
a Difference He lakes", is the story of the change which

occurred in the life of a young fellow when he &ccepted

4

nr

<
v

st as Saviour. His one consuming passion before hig
converslon was footbali and the wrlter ftells of the change
in his attitude toward the cther high school students
after his conversion.

The fiction, two storles in the three magarzines,
agaln indicates the interests of high school students
were in the wmind of the author. Une of the storles ig
centered around a football herc and his glrl, the romance
between them coning to & nead at the victory of hls tean
over a nelghborhood rivals. The other story is also con-
cerned with a hlgh school romance.
The poetry is net a constant feature in each nagazlne

gsince 1t was to be fillled each month by the yocuth them-



selves. <Lhere is a definite note of devotion to vhrist
and a desire to follow Him expressed 1in the poetry.
There 13 & page of jokes in each lssug and as the

heading indicates, "mostly corn" . seems to fit then.

g of writing is informal and conversational,

use of slang and other terms which are in

use by hilgh scheool youth. Yebt under this informal banter

2

there is & seriocus purpese whlich 1s evident. This para-

eraph, taken from "Gambler for God', the article on the

L
life of C. T. 3tudd, serves to illustrate this polint:

"4hat . T.'s porticn will be in the next world we
cannot even guess. »Sut what of ‘now in this tinme'¢
Well, there 1s the joy uﬁ peakable that spills all
over in hils lstters; the are, at the end of his
life, the forty mlsmlonarieﬁ wno loved and cared
for him as tenderly as 1f they were In truth his
sons and ﬂaﬂgutefﬁ’ and in twenty years God gave
back to C. Te Studd nearly five times the ¢oﬂt1ne

he had g;ven to God in China, and that without a
single 'appeal' or money-ralising pfcj@otl”;

This serious purpcese 1ls evident through ths devotlonal
meterial, through the editoriels, and th
wnich the youtbth themselves write,

LifTe" sactivities and of their own

kS e Ly % < . - o £ 1
ated there ls freguent use of slang

vee hablts

1. Young Life, Cctober, 1947, p. 9.
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2 B R EY b S S T o o
As I ta with i leaders all over
oL . o x - ¢ gy L s e g
Liioge active 1in slonaz end.eavor, ey
in reaching the lost by ramio, tLUCQ in
agapects of witnessiny e
1 s P L R - - S
the lost, the cry on v i oung
s e T . e e - "t Yy gy
of tod 1ill - vield thensgelvw 1y na
T [ PO P - ¢ T A " o 3 .
Christ, we can see the world evancelized in
JE - I H 11 -
generation’ « 1
4 . T - v T el 2 .\ -t -
It hes been noted that the appeal T large
oy N T 2 . il
numbers; the report of & rally in «akt was
A
20,000 of
> nlght is
and accepted

In Youth for Christ

of regular features. These may be classifled as follows:
the letters to the editor, Photo-CGraphi a sectlion of

glix or seven pages of rlctures of Youbth for <hrist activitie

throughout the country and in cther countries as well,
) - L TP o e o i P Lo sy op 1 )
the editor's page called "Terrey Talks to Teen Agers', a

section for book reviews, a joke page, ""Meet Your Directors"

giving news of Youtn for “hrist directors througn the
country, "Fen Fals', a page devoted to plctures an
frow young people who are solicliting letters from other
Christians in this country and abroad, and "Girdling the

Globe", containing news of Youth for Jhrist all over the

worlide A poetry p:

1. Youth for Christ Magazine, March, 1948, p. 3%5.
2. Youth for ~hrist lMagazine, February, 1948, »n. 7.

3. lbi‘s}u'

2
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O
H

issues studied. The other articles in the magazin

3 5

such varied nature that 1t is difficult to classify themy

¥ s3]

planation of some of them. The followlng articles are

rist news: "It Happened in CGrand Rapids’,

;.\i
Q
o
P
P

o
O
3
€
ey

"I went to & Youth for Christ Rally",
"Does Youth for Christ Help the Chureh". Tnere are other

articl@s which are sessonal in nature: "The Story Benind

Christmas Music", "The Christmas We Jelebrate”, "New Year's

Resolutions™, "Easter 1948". Articles of a biographical

2

nature are: "Firebrand from the Fhiliprines", and "I die

at Midnight", both having tc do with the 1ife testimony of

J

young Christians and their appeal tc other lhristlans.

"Hike Acrossg Africa" alsc may ve included with the previous
two, as 1t 1s the report of a young African who came to

this country to study at Moody Bible Institute. The follow-

ing articles mlignt be llsted as being o interest:

H
034
@
o
9]
3
o
}.J

"On Being Successful", en artlcle on the success which a

s TR 4 b} tr ey Y paley A e o Ty ER]
CShristian should seek, "The Story Behind what we Do, which

inaticn influences bring aboutb

[N
tole
o
4k
)
=,
P
ot
fond
H

f
2

gnows how the imag
action and telling how the Christlan can centrol the imagi-
natlion and thought procsesgses.

From the abcve analysis 1t will be seen that most of

Lo the interests and

j ]
o
o]

these articles are particularly geare

those in Youtn for Christ
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uzsed through

-t

nter-Yarslity vihristian Fellowshlp functions

chapters located on colleg

woughoeut the country. The purpose of such a Tellowshlp

is stated by C. Stacey Woods, General “ecret&ry:
"A Chapter of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship
is an assoclatlion of students who have aacepted Jagus
Christ asg thelr personal Baviocur and Redeemer. They
unite on two bases: flrst, of thelr belng truly
Christisn and se=scond, as memherm of & certain uni-
versity or college.'l

1. General Appearance.

—. 4(:;&’

His, the monthly publicstlion of the Inter-Vars

issue the nagazine was expanded frowm a two column magazline

to a three colunn which, according to the editors, mesans

"iust about 85% more material per month". The new His

Cate

(ﬂ

averages thirty-slix pages per lssue. Ths new size makes

- 2 1

1t the largest magazine of the three studied with a seven



pose
i
O
»

a halfl by nine and a half inch page 81

2. Uontent.

"

It should be stated that Hls 1ls attempting to reach

iy

the ccllege age youth and is therefere on a2 more mature,

intellectual level than the other publications studled.
The purpose of the magazlne, as concluded from a study of
it is to meet the needs of the Christian situdenis on the
secular campus. Its intention is %o strengthen the faith
of the students and meet the doubts which come to them
in such an environment. As such, 1t is a means of prepar-
ing these Christlan students to witness to theilr fellow
non-Shristian students.

The contributors of Hlg magazine are a group ol

distingulshed Christian scholars, college professors,

G

seminary professors, as well as college students and
members of the stalf of Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship.

There are tiless regular features in Dis: Repercussions

as readers' reactions, editorial page, devotlonal section,

~

"Zditor's guoditian", "My Frofessor Says", "Newsof the
Gampus", and "What in the World".

Agaln, as in the other magazines, there are those
articles which emphasize the seasonal aspect:; at Easter
there are these with emphasis upon the Resurrectlion:
"The Mew Testament Récord and Interpretation of the

i Her

Resurrection”, "Resurrection Bibliography How We Know



T2

Christ Arose". Then there are articles of a more general
interest to Christian students such as these: "Marxisn,

¥ ey Ty & PO T, s &
am", "The Principles of Christian

2

l_.h

an Analysis and Critic

I

Modesty", "Don't Jompromise with CGod", "The World's Slow

i

", and "Wnat is Seculars”.

Stain

3

he devotlional secticn of Hls follows through a book,

chapter by chapter throughcut the month and the
is in the form of questions waich serve to nolut up
spiritual lesson contained in the chepter for the readsr.

The guestions are addressed to the reader 1in the first

fooed

ade

e

73

persone. woeveral of these guestions show the purpose

of the devotional passage and ultimately of the w

section:
“Wﬁv doss the Lord allow times of thir
”“lrl tual battlefe.e Whlch of these i
my thinking: personal concern or concser
&10?] of God%... Do I, like Iilcan, ever d
into thinking God ls with me because I mak
reform in & situation that is utterly dlsp
Him%eee Reallzing the depth of MLn of wnic
heart 13 capable, let me look all
Ie]

gt

K oall the mors
. *f
to cleanse and keep my heart pu?@.‘l
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the task of evangelism through an intelligent understanding

of thelr falth as well ag give them resources to meet the
problems of 1life on & seguler campuse.

In both Young Life and Youth for ohrist Magazine the

prominent appeal to be Christian ls in terms of success.
Cther motliveticons whilecn are used are the natursl degires of
youth for nappinsese, success, service; fear 1s also uszed.

Young Life presents 1ts motivations through bhlographles

and plctures of youth who have made & success 1in various

realms of thelr school activities. The motivations in

Youth for Christ Magazmine are presented primarily througn

the pleture section and through blographies of successful

'3

Shristiang. The motivaticns in

P
3

His are wore indirect and

are preéented in terms of an appeal for a more disciplined
end vital Shristian life on the part of the students.

The approaches suggested by these wmaterials to contact
the non-Chrigtiens are througn the use of the familiar

subjiects, teruminology, and pictures. In Young Life this

is done through the use of slang, through the cover photo-~
grapns, thrcough the feature articles on gports events,

through the tips for teens which are a regular feature of
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each magazine. n Youth fo

of contact are through the cover photographs, the plchtures
< = O 3

of youtnh and leaders, of Youth for Christ corganization,

and through the joke sesctlon.

In each one of these magazines there 1s a devoticnal
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through the consistent Christlan lives of the young peorle
in the churche.

A study of the tracltes has revesled a baslec unity
tharoughout the three groups a&s to purpose, that is that

the readsr will make the decislion to fellow Thrist azs Lord

and Seviour and dedicate his 1ifs to Hinm.
group sollcits the delcislon regardling church membersiipe.
The tracts use various means of atitraciting the atbention of
the reader. The most prominent ones are thrsuga the use of
color, through pletures, catchy tltles, and through famlliar
subjects. The tracts nmost extreme in this respect are those
of the Good News Fublishers. The principal motivation used
toroughout the tracts aret! fear, reward, ease with which
the declsion may be registered, the natursl desires of youth,
for happliness, success, and ser?ise. fhe use ©
in the approach to youth varies. JThere 1lg a wide selection

of geripuure passages, and some tracts include nany refer-

The study of the extra-chnurch literature reveals that

the emphasis 13 in gulding the thinklng and wmeeting the
problems of “Yhristiazn vouth. In only cnes of these ig there
declislion gollicited regarding the claims of rist; this is

true of Young Life magazine. Youbtn for Christ lagazine 1s

concerned primarily with making youth aware of thelr task

as evangelists while-Hdls 18 concerned with meeting th

problems of the vhristian student on a secular canpus and



also of preparing the students as evangelists. The motl-
vations In these magazines are agalin in terms of the natural
desires of youth for happiness, success, gervice; fear is

-

also used Berhaps the principal notivations which ars

L d

used througnout Yeung Life and Youth for Christ bagarine

ars in terms of success. The appeal to contact non=G Christl

4 S 5 3 3 - P, T ey £ &l 3 hd 3
particularly in Yourng Life and Youth for Christ Magazine

ls through the familier--by means of toplcs, terminclogy,

plctures, jJjokes and carioons. In Hls magazine the appeal

n

is on the basis of the reasonableness of the Shristien

falthe

0

As a result of thls thesis certain conclusions regard-
ing evangelism are apparent.

le There 18 an urgent personal need among young
people for the CGospel.

2. The young people 1n the churches may
for the tesk of presenting that Cospel to non-0
youth through purpcoseful study of the vhristlan falth,

S g Y T e N N G ey e o
toemselves Lo Shrist,

0 ’ SO W S - o . o . e
3. The methods given by wnich that Gospel may he
. o, F S =z ~, - e Lo ey gy o B s B
presented to non-Christiazp youth are as many andvarled as
x L} 5 e A g ", o P —~ 1,
is the human personality. ALL the regular channels of the

P

" . ‘3' e " o o - Y 1
church are he be used in the evangellstlis endeavor, &8 well

ansg,
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