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The Dimension of 3alvation in Time
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process is of vital importance tc his thought.

structurally necessary to the essence of his position and message.

L. Dimenslons of Thought

o

Since God's work in history i1s thal of redemption and th:

e

recreation of man spiritually so that he may live, from this derives

the importance, first, of tracing His work heretofore; second, of
anticipating the outcome of His so far reaching a strategy; and
finally, locating this activity dramatically and powerfully in the
present by the tactics through which it is being carried out. Thess
are the temporal elements cf the salvation of man, They compose a
linear, horizontal dimension with the empty cross standing at the
fulcrum upon which the destiny of the world is turned and by which

the cosmic realities are measured. This dimension, the time process,
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of the Pauline view, but with it the dimensions



remainingt comprise the purely sxistential, in which immedliate bel
similar to Bultmannts view - atand naked of that which
preaminently distinguishes Christisnity from philosophy on the one
hand and psychelogy on the other, namely its roots in the cumulative

hishorical record of God making Himself known to man in the malin stream

ek

is validating. There is, therefore, a definite enlargement of the

i
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e and valug; not to mention the purpose and swesp of the

time process in history.
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t is not ultimate though real in experience preceding the Day of the

Lord), is protected by the garment - and supported by the foundatio

which history supplies. Conversely it will die of exposure or sink

in relativistic

Ty

Basically Paul's view of history draws its significance from

7 has done but will culminete, and

pvast events which cchere in a meaning lying in fulfillment in the future.

&

1. Of the three d179q31oms of Paul's thoughbwhich one may discern, viz.,

“the horizontal time dimension; the ver

&

tical, or height-depth polarity,

zxpressive of the zenith-nadir dimension of ultgma e spiritual reslity:

and the dimension of prAlﬂ*tj or remoteness, of ingress or egress,
appropriation or ?ejuctlon, the two latter are ¢n+e”v"1 ed in that
wi o e will draw near unto you". at, God
man in Christ, as with Paul, the % s,endence

ity of the 4Q“ub of personal gin are simultansously

of

i

o
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T e
Thus it is that faith is the lesson which he draws from the past,

experience when God was trusted as to His promises and made them good -

will yvet reburn to inaugurate the promised Xi

e
©

as Christ takes all rule and power over the nations of the world. Vet

with full anpreciation of the spiritual genealogy from the past of which

1 b}

h osoon will be that of the hoping

¢

imension in the same way in which falth and hopeare, -

because not subjiect to timels limited duration. With this sthic, as

Paul Ramsey has conclusively demon strated,t the Christian 1life is
governed, the life nleasing to God. It is so because it is centered

upon the great commandment and because it is self~lessly concernad
the nelghbor. The only way in which this love may be known is in
Jesus Christ who reveals it to man in history. Thus the present as a

component of history achieves relational vealue to history as man is

€

bound to man in the self-giving love revealed and tronsmitted through

3 Es Fal T oy B 3 2 B4 .,
history of the Israelites is fulfilled in Jesus Christ: moresve

]

history of the world is to be culminated in his second coming, an

53 |

imminent event, The i

worbance of history is evident in the way Paul

1. Peul Ramsey, Basic Chris
198h, p. xi,x1v,xvii, 45

c8, New York: Charles Scribner's Sons,
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takes pains to re-view Israelite history and to re-~interpret it to
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substantiate
internretive evidencs from the sources in the 01d Testament for his
theses. His inclusive perspective covers all time, all msn, all creation,

F

which tends to place his thought beyond the reach of philoscphy of history

since its prenises are in some important weys from beyond the purview of
Y atnrer LT hese Srrat oY —}‘\' Tovi e Pvam Ba ey ot 4t oarrn m’bg:g-{--QA e
history per se; yveb these invariably derive from e prophetic internretation

4

of certain events in histony".l He bases his own understanding upon the

fact that Cod has been active in historv, and that the experience of God

.

in the life of man is consistent, and he cites cases to prove it.

5

Ce Paulls Vantage Point

Yet, although he is less concerned with the recounting of

history t

{.)»J

in his sermons an

letters, he sees the whole of Jewish history from a

new elevation. This view is from the vantage point of the major and in

fact the ultimate Event - the crucifixion and the Resurrsction of Jesus

of the essence
o e - P R » ~ 3 A e 3 RPN
of his end his nation's history. Turther, his interest in histery broke

the dike of Jewish national exclusiveness to the Gentile world,
both in the distance he went backward into history, and in the contemnls-

bhe future soverelgnly of the Wessiah of the chosen people over

1. Alan Jlﬂﬁa“A on: Christlan idpologetics, New York: Harper and Brothers,
92—-13 De \10.




211 the nations of the world.
he saw plainly. He thereby challenged the beliefs and practices based

on events in Jeawish history taken apart from Christ Jesus. Poul saw

By

the scope of history because he saw the unity of all history in relation

D. Time Process as a Category

Canon Alan Richardson has said:

Christianity is not ngaji philosophy of history; it is rather
the source of insighte into the meaning of historical events which
vield key-categories for sty of philosophies of

histo y.3

Cer éain,g . key category for a philosophy of history is the

understending of the time process in history. To sesk for purpose in
history is te posit a goal which will confirm such meaning as has

become evident in the svents of history. One may maintain that the

N

‘or Paul is the death and resurrectic
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of Jesus Christ. A4nd yet the time process must be examined to permit
this concept te find its foundation and to enable us o grasp more

Fla

meaningfully this Event when 1t is seen as the intersecting point of
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terllty, of God and man, of the power of Sin unto Death and

the power of Righteousness unto Life,

1. Richardson, op, cit., pn. 108.
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CHAPTER ONE

PAUL'S WMETHOD IN THE USE OF HISTORY
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CHAPTER OHE

PAUL'S METHOD IN THE USE CF HISTORY

A. Introduction

Paul's methods are instructive as to his concept of history.
Therefore, these will be considered briefly to show the relevance of
history to him. There were several varieties of historical outlook
among the ancient historians of the Graeco~Roman world. Paul - it
will become evident -~ differed from these. His perspective for
interpretation of the past is more than Jewish, however. For one who
finds in history a pattern revealed, the use of allegory is valid to
shOW‘truths.in events which the participants did not discerﬁ. Besides
allegory, and typology, Paul uses the citation of factual data of
history to convince Jew and Gentile alike of the revolutionary message

verified by the resurrection.
B. Varieties of Historical Cutlook

Herodotus gave a record of things which had happened so
that they would not be forgotten by the passage of time, and so that
great events would spesk thelr own point for posterity. The course
of time is periodic, cyclical, and history shows a repetitive pattern.
Thueydides leaves aside the epic and religious features of Herodotus
in the pragmatic investigations of an unchanging human nature which

shows itself in the political struggles which to him constituted
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h of Jesus Christ and the
s Ad v E 7

Panlts understanding of the

relentliess logic fo persscute

: T3t KR S P S R
"...whatever gain I had (as a Pharisee and Jew) I counted as loss

for the sake of Christ"?.) Tt may well be that the vears of solitude
ter his convarsion were the time when the full implications

of the revelation given him were realized,

Do The Validity of Paults Methodology
The use, therefors, of such methods as allegory and typology,

when added to the documentation of his views based on historical

evidence carefully analyzed, is not alarming nor indeed surnrising.
If 1t be that God is revealing Himsell, then need it be that He will

do so only by the scientific method? If so, one must infer that not
only were some sixteen or so centuries - from Origen's allegorizing
until the rise of Cerman criticism - without witness, but that we are

better able to understand the significance of Jesus Christ than Paul,

» 4 L £
a rather arrogant position to say the least. Tt is »lain in any case
that Paul uses all three of the sbove pre-scientific methods to interpret
e past. In so doing, of course, he is as free as any historian or

philesopher to use previous interpretations of history as well as the
events themselves in the record which contains both of these sources,

i

. Galatians 1. {mko Revised Standard Version
T unless otherwise indicatad.)




the 01d Testament, and he does so. The historical Fvent which is
crucial to his interpretation is one for which he did not resort to
documents, bub rather to the direct evidence of his own experience as

an eyewitness.i This he does not allegorize, for it is this in terms

of which all else is to be undersicod.

E. Alliegory

Begsides its use in Paults time as a method of interpreting
human experience, the use of allegory is justified in the same way in
which one professes to see meaning in historical events:

for there would be no search for the meaning of history if its
meaning were manifest in historical events. It is the very
absence of meaning in the events themselves thal motivates the
quest.?

The problem which the allegorical method implicitly seeks to
resolve is the relation between sacred and profane history, the one
being far more selective in subject matter than the other in the claim
that this is the only history which is finally of significance. It is
best answered by saying that the history of salvation "includes all the
other stories, inasmuch as it is reflected in them."3 Thus the profane
ceases to be completely profane, and these events are then open to
allegorical and Yypological interpretation. Paul speaks of the "eternal
power and divine nature” as having been discerned as characteristics of

God, known because ¥discerned mentally" through the physical creat:i_zm.}'i

. Acts 9:3-7, 27.
Lowith, op. cite, p. L.

Ibid., p. 185.
Romans 1:19-21. (Cf. Mark l:10-12)

Fond WO B A\ I W

.




Allegory is not fatally distant from this view,

Paul uses allegory infrequently, however. The one explicit
use of the term in the Bible is in Galatians L:22-31. Paul cites the
record of the origin of the lines of descent from Abraham, one from
Hagar the servant-girl and the other by Sarah, a free woman and his
wife:

Al11 of which is allegorical, indicating two covenants, one from
Mt. Sinai that generates slavery and is Hagar...It corresponds
to the present Jerusalem; for it and her children are in servitude.

But Jerusalem above is free, which is our Mother,...Bubt you,
brothers, are, like Isaac, children of the promise,

=3

hus Paul identifies the working of God's Spirit and the realization
of the divine promise with liberation from the Law rather than in the
human effort inveolved in the attenpt to keep the Law as the way to

please God. To be sure, once freed from the Law, man is Ifreed for

e——

“the righteousness for which by faith we hepe”, climaxing in "a faith
activated through 1323”,2 and not in the use of that liberty as "an
incentive for the fleéh”.3 Paults intentlon in the use of this
allegory, drawn upon the pages of 0l1d Testament history, is primarily
to warn against relapse to legalism. His use of the incident is
illustrative rather than an attempt to establish the historic recency
and particularity of this Legalism, or, on the other hand, of the
longstanding and ultimate validity of Ezgg obedience to God. He sets
out these concepbs in Romans 9 and 10 in detail, citing literally the

historical record to establish his point.

LI - - . .

1. Galatians L:2], £f., Berkeley Version of The New Testament, 5th .,
Cerrit Verkuyl: Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 19I5,

2. Galatians 5:5,6. (Ibid.)

3. Galatians 5:13. (Ibid.)




Sti11l, within sacred history, this event of the birth of
ibraham's sons, in its circumstances, is revelatory of the contrast
of the 014 and the New Covenants, bringing oub the basic fallacy of
the ritual and purely legal ways of proving ones identity with the
justified community, and also the validity of the principle of
freedom implicit in faith as being the real proof. Faults exegesis
is quite sound when

one it is recognized that the 01d Testament is not just history,
but sacred history in which the ultimete end, which God had in
view during the long period of self-revelation to a particular
race of people is foreshadowed in the circumstances and events

which preceded its final realization. In the Old Covenant, in
other words, was prefigured the shape of things to come.d

F. Typology

Paul also uses typological interpretation of history. The
Israelites drinking from the rock in the wilderness really were
drawing refreshment from Him who later claimed to be the source of
the water of Life.? In spite of the privilege which these people
enjoyed, the majority were destroyed due to thelr disobedience. This
is a permanent truth. Paul calls it an example for Christians, a
lesson, a Warning;3 for Christians are subject to the same danger of
discbedience,

It becomes evident that it is in the light of the fact of

Jesus Christ that Paul employs his typology. Christ is the One who

LI LI * @

1. R.V.G. Tasker, The 01d Testament in the New Testament, Philadelohia,
The Westminster Press, 1947, p. 103.

2. I Corinthians 10:l,5.

3. I Corinthians 10:6, 11.
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is foreshadowed in the history of the Israelite people. Paul reaches
back beyond the history of Moses and the Patriarchs to the accounts
of Creation. ﬁdaﬁ is a type of Jesus Christ, in whom the humen race
has a new*beginning.l fve may be a type of the Bride of Chrisi, the
Church.? Christ is ﬁhe enbodiment of the Passover Lamb, sécrificed
upon the deliverance which God wrought in Fgypt to free Israel from
slavery.B Jesus Christ is the ultimate liberator from the fatal
impurity of enslavement to sin. The great acts of salvation recorded
in the 01d Testament naturally found their countesrpart in the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and moreover their full meaning.
It is true for Paul that
this typolegical fulfillment of the earlier in the later exhibits
the true meaning of history, and without such typological interpre-
tation the true histogical development of the events themselves
cannot be understood.

The pattern in history is there to be discovered and is not
imposed because there is a real and vital correspondence between the
circumstances and wmeaning of the original 'typical' event and that
which it is alleged to anticipate.s This is consistent with the fact
that there is a meaning and an overarching purpose in a linear historical
movement, and that this meaning may be perceived by those who have had

it revealed to them.® This meaning 1s one consisting of the realization

Romans 5:1li, and I Corinthians 15:22, 5.
II Corinthians 11:2, 3.

I Corinthians 5:7, 8,

Richardson, op. cit., p. 190.

Ihid.

Romens 15:kL, S.
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of Divine promises as the basis for Hope.+ All those things which

Paul had fomerly considered 'Gain' he now considered as expendable
as garbage compared to the central imporfance of gaining Christ, for
Christ was the fulfillment of the sacred history itself and in fact

of all history.~

G, Literal PFactual Citation

b

Finally, Paul uses the facts of history to demonstrate the

basic principles upon which the unfolding of the meaning in history

mist be seen, Although Paul uses many means to convince his audience

or addressees of the truths of the Christian revelation, his use of

the events of history taken literally is an indispensible one. In the

fd

speech at Pisidian Antioch, he ranges through Israelite history, in a

synoptic declaration that God had been providentially acting and had

Code

of the Wessianie prcmise.3 He appeals to the national consciousness

the chosen pecple,h which is to him the primary unit i

5 ey sy B - - -4 1, he . Kf . R =
integrati L mankind is to be achieved.” In fzct; that

Romans 15:7-13.

#phesians 1:10,

Acts 13:17-25,

Acts 13:26-31.

Acts 13:h6-L75 17:30-31; 22:12-21; 26:21-23,

»
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Wwighorical consciousness of the Hebrews and the universal message and

reinterpretation of their history which underlay the message of Christ

This appeal to non~Christians by the citation of the events
of sacred history was directed to Jewish people. His approach to Greeks,
with their entirely different concept of history as being limited to the
realm of political affairs, and thelr concept of deity as pluralistic
and bound by the limits of the natural order, being of humen character,
was simply to declare the Jewish monotheistic belief of the Creator-God
who is in no way limited by His creation. Dismissing the current views
of the nature of the time order as something which the universal God
vreavranged for the purpose that men would seek Him, presumably from
the evidence in His ordered creation, Paul then injects the Christian
keynote. The past seasons {of ignorancel) Cod overlooks in the decisive-
ness of the Day - an ultimate event in fime - when a8 universal judgment
of the world will take place. That, in effect, will terminate the
endless cycle of life because there is suddenly disclosed a purpese in

history, a telos. The basis for Paul's whole contention is the "Man

destined for the task, and whom He {God) proved true to everyone by

raising Him from the dead."™ Panl introduces the unigue, unprecedented,

and determinative Event into the endless cycle of Greek thought to show
it to have a linear direction of movement, whether his audience knew it
or not. There is indeed something new under the sun! There is also a

destiny.




Paulls use of historical evidence will come in for further

o

scrutiny in chapter II, as Faul explains and demons trates the historical
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PAUL'S ANAIYSIS OF THE PAST

A. Introduction

Most apparent in Paul's general thought is the universality

£ the gospel message., In this he is reaching out in every sense beyond
the framework of Judaism. His historical premises are guite naturally
those of the prophets regarding the activity of God in history, but his
vantage point is that of the climactic and crucial coming of the Christ
in human history just past. He is shown in this chapter to affirm his
competence to inberpret all of the ancient and recent acts of God in
history. By the construction of the evidence from history in its moral
significance, it will be seen that he finds support for its convergence
in the historic person of Christ. The basic principle of understanding

is seen te be Faith. The basic sitructure of history is evident in

promise and fulfillment,
B. Premise for Interpreting History

Paul was an interpreter of history. To be sure that with
which he is concerned is not international or world history such as to
show Paul to be primarily an historian, or philosopher of history. But

that with which he was absorbed was the one history in which such a

thing as purpose or goal could occur at all, and in which there could

be such a thing as a unique event.l Not only does this make Paul one
* . - * . *

1. Christopher R. North: The 0ld Testament Interpretation of History,
London, The Ipworth Press, 1946, fn. p. 19, 160.

-l




of those who helped fo establish the concept of history to which we

are accustomed in the western world, bul the premises which he sharsd
with fellow~believers in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, are vital
to the whole idea thabt thers is an open fubture for the time-process and
the destiny of man, - that such a thing as fulfillment is possible and
that there is meaning and siructure in history. That this is not
universally experienced (i.e., apart from the God of the Covenant) is
not surprising. It is no more surprising than to expect such a concept
as the linear view of history to arise naturally from the cycle of

nature. The fundamental premise of sacred history is that Cod is taking

the initiative in history in redemptive activity.

.o the Jewish prophets alone were radical tphiloscphers of history!
because they had, instead of a philosophy, an unshekable faith in
God's providential purpose for his chosen people... only the Jews
are a really historical people, constituted as such by religion,
by the act of the Sinaitic revelation.t

Ce. fhe Christian Synopsis

This Faul shared, but he went beyond that common ground, as
did the other New Testament evangelists. For them the whole panorama
of the people of Israel and all the events of their 'sacred history!
as a nation are
foreshadowings of the greater and final salvation given in the life,

death, and resurrection of Jesus, apart from which they have in
themselves no abiding significance and are not fully comnrebenSﬁble.z

1. Lowith, op. cit., p. 19L.
2. Tasker, op. cit., p. 16,
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Thid., quoted from ¥alsie Spens, Concerning Himself, p. 65
Jom We Bowmarn, D”OUK etic Realism and the Gospel, Philadelphia,
‘estminster Press, 1953, Ds 55

ﬁcts 13:29-37.

Oscayr Cullman, Christ and Time, the primitive Christian conception

of time and history, trans. Floyd V. Filson, Philadelphia, destminster
Dregg




It is in this way that the redemptive history can be understood as a
whole. The past process from the Ureation to the coming of Christ,is
a redemptive process, and in the coming of Christ we are provided with
this new feature, that "we are told that this entire even®t to the
Creation is to be interpreted from that mid-point.”l Thus Paul may
write that a vell has lain over the Mosaic writings aﬁd continues *o
do so for those vho do not interpret from Christ.

He disavows any error or insincere mobtive in his teaching.2
To the Galatians he refers to the ministry God has given him to the
Gentiles as compared with that given to Peter for the Jews, and when
the Jews in Pisidien 4ntioch repudiated the interpretation of sacred
history as being fulfilled in Christ Jesus with a total forgiveness of
sin (which the Law of Moses was not competent to accémplish) he could
confidently cite Isaiah L9:6 and turn to the Gentiles, as one obeying
the true intention of the God of all nations.3 He writes to Timothy,
reminding him of the Sacred Sriptures (the 0ld Testament) whose
cenbrality to salvation is not the least diminshed by the coming of
Christ. but rather is the proper means by which one is to be "made
wise unto salvation" through faith in Jesus Christ,h warning against

false teachers.

1. Ibid., p. 130.

2. I Thessalonians 2:3-6.

3. Acts 13:6. Isaish L,9:6 - "I have set you for a light of the Guntlies,
for salvation to the ends of the earth.,"

e IT Timothy 3:13-17.




Tt is in the first chapter of Romans, however, that his
consciousness of his place in redemptive history is most clearly
stated. He considers himself set apart for the Gospel which God had
promised through the prophets. He supports the validity of the claim
that the promise was concerning God's Son by noting the Davidic
genealogy of Jesus. and the open manifestation of His divinity by the
power demonstrated in the resurréction.+ This citation is made as of
historic fact, and it is his privilege to be appointed as one bound to
the task of setting forth this central and pivotal truth in terms of
which, as he proceeds to say in subsequent chapbers, the whole creation
is to find the disintegrative effect of the age-long problem of sin
itself finally overcome, and all men able to look ahead with Hope and

live in Love.
E. The Construction of Historic Evidence.

Writing to Christians, in his epistles, PFeul employs historical
evidence as essential to the true understanding of the course in which
God has been desiring His purpose in history to be understood. Bub this
presupposes the basic problem - as Paul in the organizétion of his

thought in Romans explicates -~ to be the need to understand. and the

cause for misunderstanding. For him, whatever view of history he has

it will certainly not be purely humanist in form or content, for human

® e o ®e & °

1. Homens 1l:1-6. (Cf. Fphesians 3:1-6 . ..my insight into the mystery

of Christ which was not made known to the sons of men in other
generations as it has now been revealed..." with Acts 26:22.)




1. The historic problem of sin.

Pgyl is not naive regarding the reslity of evil .2 As Barry

3

The incarnation is not so essenbial to Paul as is thp Redamption,
Sin is the principle problem of man, not lack of knowledge, for s
all have sinned, and the wisdom of the world is fgo?hsng,wq to Gode~”

Paul's pessimism regarding man, morally speaking, is clear. "for

3 . B s om oy TR R R T £ 4T
here is no distinction since all have sinned and fall short of the

glory of Gode. kb
when Paul preached To the Greeks at Athens the unigque and
moral slement in history as its central significaence, pointing to the
event of the resurrection of Jesus as evidence, the Greesks did not
merely reject a Hebrew concept of the time-process in history.

did the Judsizers simply take offense at the concept of a crucified

Tord of histary.é The rejection of the Gospel of salvation by the

understanding tc fathom the wisdom of God, which is "not a wisdom of
this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to rass away“.?

+ It sesms to

[

3in is pervasive In the present otwv , ocrag

be Paul's characterization of the extant temporal-meovement as a whole

]
¥
2

#"lliaw Nigel Ker“,"ﬁbsnr vations on the Christological Core of

B

Paul's Q’ew of History,"The Gordon Review, Vol. I, No. L, Dec. 1955
& guarterly published by the membars of ths college faculty, ed.

LwLQ}rC§ }?n U@uiLJ p. —}33

2. JFphesians 6:12,
3¢ TeRe ”ar?y, The Relevance
ethics, London, Nisb:

hians 1:18-25. "For the word of the (ross is folly to those
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nd characterized by evil., This may be seen in the

)

i

that it is mastered
> he makes of the conjunction of the terms “present’ and 'aget®. He
reminds Titus that Christians are "Ho renounce..worldly passions...and
to live godly lives in this vov o/:;'yc n’l and tells Timothy of Demas
’ . - > -
who has ceserted him because "in love with 7e¥ 2% dcwix ",2 In the
latter to the Galatians, he refers to the historic work of Christ, who
gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil ags,

according to the will of our God".3 This age, then, is evidently that
limited period between [reation and the "eschatological drama, and thus
is identical with the tpresent! age, !'this!? age’*.h

Paul discerns that this condition is due to an historical or
perhaps a sequential means by which something which is in its nature
not - purely tempcralS hes been introduced into the fabric of man's
experience. Although Andrews alleges that #in Paul there is no unified
thinking on the question of sin's origin”,é there is nothing dubicus in

The ol

Pgults understanding of the way in which sin in history came about, to

4

which fndrews himself referse

P

Whether Paul looked upon Adam as an historical person 1t is impossible
to say with certeinty. Very probably he did. At any rate he rscognized
a corporate wrongness as belonging to humanity and traced it bo an act

Ed

of sin by one who represents humanity on the natural nlane.?

1. Titus 2:13.

2 IIT rotﬁy h,¢0. ’

3. alatlaz l:he Other similar references: Iphesians 2:2, 6:12,

L. GulT man, op. Cite, Do L8

. ©DGphesians 2:2. "the ways of this world system, controlled by the
prince of the aerial powers, the spirit..®

6., Hias &ndrewJ, The Weaning of Christ for Paul, New York, ibington-
Cokesbury, 19L9, p. Ll.

?0 ..Luld.o_, De 9L‘




Ye adds that this is rooted in the ancient concept of solidarity
"gccording to which mankind is regarded as a corporate body which
acts and suffers in the person of its representative...!. This Paul

n connection with the work of Christ,

o

discusses in Remens 5:12 ff
the last Adam, who reverses the whole sweep of the history of this age
in principle by overcoming Sin. Paul details the process of devolution
in history from God at the very outset of the letter to the Roman
Christians.l Original knowledge of God "ever since the creation of the
world faded through ingratitude and dishonor shown Him. Xncwledge
vielded te speculation. Speculation, to the darkness of self-deceit.
From this ensued the removal of divine restraint against Sin in man's
life, with consequent moral depravity. Just as sin is universal and
equally its consequences, so the pervasive effect is not by any means
limited to Gentiles.® fven the nation with the unique history (God's
redemptive activity) is culpable,

Sin is the historic problem of man, as to his understanding

of divine purpose in his history, and thence as to his ethical practices.

2. Abraham's experience of faith.

Faul maiﬂtains that the essential principle by which God's
purpcse in history is to be grasped is faith. He does not approach
the matter in an ideal or philosophic way, but employs historical
evidence to uphold this as the consistent pattermn of response by which

promise and fulfillment are linked togsther into experience. This

1. Romans 2:9, 10. "...the Jew first and alsc the Greek",
2. Romans 1:18-2:10.
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response is determinative for the proper interpretation of the redemptive

process in time.l
Paul uses the record of Abrsham as it stands examining it o

interpret his historically foundational experience for what it really was.

Abraham believed God and it was accounted to him for
righteousness.z

He cites the interpretation of this principle which David recorded,
as though to show that David is conscious of the importance of this
experience of Abraham, though this David does not say explicitly.
Paul critically examines the circumstances of the incident so as to
show that it was not on account of the works of Abraham nor for the
benefit of the circumcised Jewish nation that Abraham was considersd
righteous. The historical chronclogy of the event demonstrates that
the willingneés of Abraham to believe the promise of God that he would
have innumerable descendants, even in the absence of a promised heir,
was the‘reason he was considered righteous.3 It aiso shows that the
circumcision followed as a sign of the Covenant which God extended;
so that the faith-principle is anterior to the establishment of the ’
chosen pecple and of the very Covenant which was such a foundational
concept and structure in Israelite history.

Abraham's historical experience of trusting God occurred
again in the case of Isaac. Abraham's trust was justified when put to

the test, as Paul takes for granted‘h The nature of faith is disclosed

Titus 1:1-3.

Romans L:3. ¢

Romans L:1,2; Cf. Genesis 15:1-~6; and 17:1-11, 16.
fomans l:16-19.
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in the way Abraham "kept hoping in faith when hope was gone®, in God,
whom Paul finds consistent in His ways of making "the dead to live
and calls into existence whalt has no being”.l
The important matter to Paul in both cases is the morally
ifferent valuation placed on Abraham specifically because of his
confidence in the purpose of God in history.z This confidence, to Paul,
was that there was a consistency between the promise - the potential
as freely opened up to disoriented and sinful man - and the realization
or actual in the framswork of the ultimately Real, God. To have this
confidence is to know that God is just, and that there is ultimate
harmony in the pattern of His-Story, of salvation.’? He brings his
interpretation of this key part of sacred history tec sharp fecus at
the end of the fourth chapter by sayingh
This, however was not written for him alone, "It was accredited
to him,"but for us as well, to whom it will be accredited as
believers in Him who raised from the dead ocur Lord Jesus, who was
handed over on account of our misdeeds and was raised by reason of
ocur justification.
Paul's inference is that where the principle of faith is lacking,

disorientation from God renains. Therefore, the distinction of

nationality -~ Jewish from fentile - is not determinative, whereas that

b

of faith versus pursuit of legal minutiae is determinstive.? The

Ibid.

« Ibid. 8o that the promise could be guaranteed to all who have faith.
Abraham hoped believing that what God promised would be realized.
Romans L:20-2), '

Romens 11:123-25, _

. Galatians 3:6-9. In the verses immediately preceding, Paul refers

to the incoming of the Spirit by means of faith on the part of the
hearers. This is intimately connected with "justification®, therefore.
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distinctions made are shifted to a2 different and a universal plane.

Paul returns again to the patriarchal experience, in writing
to those in Galatia, and to the centrality of the faith-principle with
respect to the breach which is being made in the universal sinfulness
of man.+ In so doing, Paul has reached back beyond the Nosaic frame
of reference which to him is fundamentally parenthebtical in the purposes
of the Lord of History:

This is what I mean: the law, which came four hundred and thirty

vears afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by

God, so a&s to make the promise void.z
Marsh points out the great significance of the Bxodus experience to
recorded Israelite history.B Moses interpreted these experiences
normatively as the means by which history was rightly to be interpreted,
based upon the revelation of God and the redemptive acts of God,
including those antecedent to Siﬂai.h Paul does represent these events
as fulfillment,g symbolized in the sacraments, but it is far more
significant te him that this entire Law dispensaiion was actually

somewhat of an interregnum. He inguires, "Why then the Law?" and

o

answers, "It was added because of transgressions, till the offspring
should come to whom the promise had bean made. . 10
Having demonstrabted the universality of sin in the experience

of both Jew ard Gentile, and the contingent character of the Law, and

*

Galatians lLi3-6.

Galatians 3:17.

John Marsh, The Fulness of Time, London, Nisbet & Co., 1952, p. 51,
Marsh, ope. Cite, pP. 50,

T Corinthians 5:7; 10:1-l,

Galatians 3:19.
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having shown the priority of the principle of
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discussed in chapter IV, Here is evident again the way in which Paul
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meaning of that sacred history is literally completed in Jesus Christ as

the universal Savicur for #those who bellevea®,

Its meaning is realized

only by the prem of faith in Him. It has been noted that the basis

of all views

of history arise from a faith-pri

This sort of

response to God's promise is the valid basis for seeing divine purpose

in history which would evidenced in a historical fulfillment,B and
it is precisely this which shows - from the "interpreting mid-pointh -

the normative experience of Abraham for what it is,.

God's soverelgnty ig reaffirmed over all

Jew and Greek alike, and 1

Galatians 3:22.
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as "the Lord of universal moraliiy“l is convincingly established,

The unigque record of God acting redemptively in history is disclosed
to be one whose significance was to be measured from the beginning of
human history and the pivotal and determinative experience of Abraham
rather than to be limited to the national bondage in ¥gypt and the
granting of the Law through Moses at Sinai. A4All of this could be
properly understood from the elevated perspective of faith in the

o

fulfillment of redemption in Jesus Christ. The question immediately
arose that if this were trus, what of the consistency of God whose
purpose could be guestioned in permitliing the rejection of Jesus Christ

by the majority of the very people whose experience was s0 essentisal

to proper understanding of this very fulfillment in history.

3. The consistency of purpose in history.

In the ninth through the eleventh chapters of Romans, Faul
constructs a lengthy argument so as to vindicate the consistency of
God in light of the rejection of Jesus by the majority of the Jews,
This argument is based upon a series of interpretations of historical
incidents. The question és te whether God had not failed in His purpose
is answered negatively, mainly by affirming the sovereignty of God in
and over the affairs of men in history.

The promise came to the select Israel, yes, bul Abraham's
seed 1s a lineage of faith. Historically, Isaac was a child born outb

of God's covenant with a bellieving Abraham? unlike Ishmael who was

1. HNorth, op. cit., p. 72.
2. Romans 9:8. .



horn not of faith. The process of selection continues in the revelation

3
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to Rebecca that of her sons God would give priority te Jaccb, the younger

g}

one. Mealachi sees, according to Paul, an empirical historical proof of
the fact that God has selected the Hebrewsl as Jacob's heirs.

God's sovereignty is affirmed in the role hostile Pharaoh
played., Although he had an elevated position and power, yet in God's
dealing with him, the more he hardened his heart, the more clearly was
Godts power seen by all for that very reasonl Yet conversely, this
clear demonstration of Godls soverelgnity does not warrant the infersnce
that God is capricious or unjust for -~ again historically - God has
ghown great patience with those deserving of destruction, and also a
great benévalence even to the Gentiles,?Z

He guotes Isaiah's affirmation that God will surely lsave a
remmant to be saved despite what the people deserve, a view he holds
evidently by a vital hope in the purpose of God for the nation combined
with the empirical examination of the past.3 Paul denies that God has
broken with the continuity of His Story of salvation by rejecting His
pecple, but holds that as in the time of Elijah so also in the current
rejection of the Messiah Himself, there is a remnant of those who have
faith in God and in His salvation.&

The role of the Jewish people, God's chosen, the uniquely
historical people, is, then, one of baing the medium for the unfolding

drama of salvation consummated in Christ risen from the dead. PFaul

Romans 9:13. Cf. Malachi 1:1-3.
Romans 9:22, 23.

Romans 9:27, 29.

. Romans 11l:2-5.
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describes the place of the Jews in history as one of privilege since
they were entrusted with the oracles of God. This does not exempt
them from the universal fact of sin and its disintegrating effect.
There is no room for pride, national or religious, since all are made
right with God by faith in the same way.l The Jews had mistaken the
contingent for the ultimate in their valuation of legal moral uprightness
over the faith-principle and in the exclusiveness which denied to the
nations the promised blessing which was o come through thelr sacred
nistory.2 In every place where Paul preached to Jews recorded in the
book of the Acts, the Jews rejected Jesus for the most part,3 from the
common people up to King Agrippa b even as thelr leaders in Jerusalem
had done.>

This general rejection, however, makes possible th° enrichment
of the rest of the world, as the message 1s thersby directed to those by
whom it was not initially to have been received.? Of course at one time
all were on a par.7 idam sinned and death came to all thereby. In all
this God showed restraint from severe judgment

so that He might make known the wealth of His glory to the

recipients of mercy, whom previously He prepared for glory...
even from among the Jews but also from among the Gentlles.8

1. Homans 3:19-30.

2. Romans k:13~16; 11:28.

3. lets 13:46; 14:2,19; 17:1-5; 18:6,13; 21:28; 22:21,22.
L. Acts 26:19-28.

. Acbs 13:26-31.

6, Romans 11:11,12.

7. Ante., p. 16-18.

8. Romans 9:23,2L.
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Paul believes that just as the Jews through whom God was preparing
salvation in Christ were not spared in their rejection of Him when He
came, so even more former Gentiles will not be spared should they not,
in the light of this, hold to the kindness of God's grace of salvation
by faith. There is yet the hope that the Jews will be saved when the
universality of the message of reconciliation has come full circle,t
This paradoxical way of God's wisdom, which - since all are regarded
equally as sinners - places all, Jew along with Gentile, in the position
of needing the mercy He freely offers, can only elicit Paul's amazed
praise.g He concludes his letter to the Romans, his most history-laden
writing, and, significantly, theologically his most important, by
ascribing %o God a summary of praise. In this we are able to perceive
his strong sense of the consistency of the Sovereign Lord of time and
the nations in working out His purpose in history:
Now to Him who is able to strengthen you in agreement with my
Gospel, even the proclaiming of Jesus Christ, which involves the
revealing of the secret, that after the silence of many centuries
has now been disclosed by order of the eternal God and by means of
prophetic Writings is made known, so that all the gentiles shall be
led to obedience of faith, - to the only wise God, through Jesus
Christ, to Him be the glory forever and ever, Amen.
In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul shows what the
essential object of faith should be ~ the foundation of the whole

message which he proclaims. The real events of which he has been an

eyewitness, along with the other Christians who preceded him, are the

1. BRomans 11:19-27.
2. Romans 11:30-36.
3. Romans 16:125-27.
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then your fait

hois futileg s
is more, those who have fallen aslesp

3
in Christ are 1$St.2

Only now can it be shown how sin and redemption, which constitute
the theme ] ess, make necessary from the outset this
particular hes as its goal an incarnate and crutified
Christ, and lops in a time process to the incarnation and
the crueifixion.

The resurrsction is egually important for Cullman.h

fte
3
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hus the history of salvation breaks oub upon the world, It

o W

mes as 2 message of faith in a2 God whosse purposes are being completed

in the historical continuum of the pecple of God {(who are constituted
ch by the universal principle of faith in Him) and in the morel and

iritual purging, integrating and reorienting acts of God climaxing
the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christe. This elimay
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The historical nature of this 'midpoint!, of this fcenter', of this
climax, is to Paul of transcendent importance, for in Jesus Chris

the divine process of selection has reached its quintessence, "For in
him dwells the whole fulness of the deity bodily'.t

.s.wWhen the time had fully come, CGod sent forth his Son bomm
of woman, born under the law, to redeem...

The point of view that redemptive history presents is indesd
found in the 0ld Testament, but nevertheless only in a preparatory
way; it can be constructed intec a straight and complete line only
in the light of the fulfillment which has already taken place in
time, in the death and resurrection of Christ,>

l. Colossians 2:9.
2. Galatians l:l,5.
3. Cullman, op. cit., p. 59.




CHAPTER THRIE

PAUL®'S CONCERN FOR THE FUTURE



CHAPTER THREE

5 CONCERN FOR THE FUTURE

A. Introduction

Paulls concern for the future is based in the conviction that

in

[oN

therein lies the culmination of the reconciliation accomplishe
Christ, His basis for understending this event is his faith in the
God who reised Jesus Christ from the dead as the "first-fruits of them
that sleep', and this is expressed as Hope in the completion of the
redemptive process., The future is discussed in connection with the
final resolution of history, and temporal elements are introduced by
Paul mainly as presaging that End. The End itself is a major event

of unprecedented nature whose unigueness iz contingent toc that of the

A

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. At this ulbtimate point, Paul's

2

time sense does not appear pronounced, perhaps due to the inadequacy

iy

of ssquential understanding to comprehend the unveiling of existential

Reality, the fulness of God,

B. Basies for Understanding the Future

£

It is at the midpoint of redemptive history that the basis
for the understanding of the future is found.l Redemptive history is
not oriented about the end of histcxy.Q Bather, it has been fulfilled

in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This means therefore

1. Cullman, op. cit., p. 107.

2. Bowman, op., cit., p. 108,



the introduction of a vital, living Hope into history in lieu of the
despair due to the pervasiveness of Sin, and its corollary, Death,
God...saved us and called us...in virtue of his own DPUrpoSe€...
through the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gbolished
death and brought 1ife and immortality to light through the
gospel.”
Although Paul is deeply concerned over the universal signifi~-

cance of the past fulfillment of the hope of the Isrselite nation in

Jesus Christ, and the identification of this with His resurrection from

the dead, as may be seen when he addresses the crowds in Jerusalenm,
and on subsequent occasions when on trial,g yet the fact remains that
the hope is still forward-looking. Bult whereas in Judaism in Peul's
time resurrection hope was only hope, in the New Testament, and in
Paul as well, "resurrection hope and resurrection faith are closely
associated".? The life of the Spirit has come to Paul by faith ag the
fulfillment of the hope of the fathers, so that he describes as "gons
of God# those led by the Spirit, and yeb the adoption as sons, the
ftredemption of the body", is still to be.kt

For in this hope we are saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope.

For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not
see, we wait for it with patience,>

1. II Timothy 1:9,10.

2. Acbs 22:1-22, and also 23:6..."with respect to the hope and the
resurrection of the dead I am on trial®. (f. Acts 2U:15 wherse
he refers to the hope of general resurrection, and 26:6,22,23,
wnere he connects the hope to the resurrection of Christ.
Cullman, op. cit., pe. 23hL.

Romans 8:23.

HRomans 8:2,25.
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The full realization of the life of the Spirit, will finally be attained
only in the resurrection.t This is a prospect "infinitely preferable!
to present ex;e?ience.z

We are justified by faith, and so are abt peace with God.

On this basis, Paul says, "we rejoice in our hope of sharing the glory

of God ... and gggg does not disappoint us because Cod!s love has been
porred into our hearts through the Holy Spirit..”3 His expectations for
the future rest in the past Event of the Christ and in the present
experience of the Spirit. Thus he says:

« s omuich more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For

if while we were enemnies we were reconciled to God by the death

of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be
saved by his life.”

In preaching tc the Athenians, he stressed the moral purpose
in hisitory

because he (God) has fixed a day on which he will judge the world
in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he
has given assurance to all men by raising him from the dead.”

But his dominating and determinative thought always is "Christ and
him crucified”, which is the power of God and the wisdom of God.
For PFaul,

the center of time is not in the object of hope but rather in an
already occurred historical fact. This then means that the hope
for the future can now be supported by fa%th in the past, faith
in the already concluded decisive battle.

1. Romans B8:11.

2. Kennedy, op. c¢it., p. 271, discussing II Corinthians 5:1-8.
Romans 5:1-5,

Romans 5:9,10,

Acts 17:31.

Cullman, op. cit., p. 87.
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in the past, the fubture resurrection and judgment becomes an as yet

This is confident faith expressed in the consistency and the

sovereignty of God, that Yhe who began a good work...will bring it to

he day of Jesus Christ"l when the dialectic of history

]
o ad

is over, and "every tongue confesses that Jesus C is Lord to the

lory of God the Father®. 2

Lt
o3
13
]
ot

e . 3 AR rd i1 g
with any intermediate gue

RN

ne between death and resurreciion, and
for reunion with Jesus... AT bottom all that

i Q 52
hurries to its goal
to his body before the Resurrection is guite indifferent.s

happens

12 range concern for the future when he says:

The discussion of the extent of the future is for Paul

chiefly anticipatory of the terminus itself, whenever it may be.

5

The best evidence for this is derived from a comprehensive grasp of

Pauline thought concerning the culmination of history.

1. Philippians 1:6.

2. Fhilippians 2:11.

3. H.A.A. Kennedy, St. Pau
£+C. Armstrong & 3¢

L. II Corinthians 5:9,10.

3% Jhlﬂ@S, Kaw York:




ky any ra ;id development of
gpiritual forces in any direction seemed to presage the Day of the

E&rd,l and this alsc characterizes Paul, In h¥s first letter to the

gQ

Tnessalonians, Peul describes the opposition to the gospel, and the

Fd

> / W s
()faﬂ of God - which %is to come" in chapier one, but which "has come

God., Evil forces have intensified by the time he wrote II Thessalonians.

increased tempo of persecution and disobedience of their opponents. In
the midst of these thoughts occurs such g passage as this:

«» L0 grant rest with us to you who are afflicted, when the

Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels

in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance...when he comes on that

day to be glorified in his saints..3
Se for Paul also, the movement of events seemed to portend the coming
of the last days very soon, perhaps even in his own 1life. *I mean,
brethren, the appointed time has grown very *"«*hmu..."Zé ¥hile this is
evident in his earlier letters, he soon needed toc correct misconceptions

as to the imminence of the Day.g Although the expecitation of its

imminence seems to recede in II Corinthians, it revives in Eomans.6

1. Bowman, op. cit., p. 50.

2. I Thessaleonians 1:10; 2:16.

3. II Thessalecnians 1:7-~10; others include I Thessalonians 3:13
> >

15-17,..tthen we who are alive...shall be caught up..", 5:4~6,23,
li. I Corinthians 7:29,31.

5. 1II Thessalonians 2:2.

6. Romans 8.
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In the letters to the Fphesians and to the Colossians the center of

¥

attention is nobt on the end of history so much as the Body of Christ

n the nresent world and Christ her exalted Lord, and discussion of

e

Sy 7
the future is comprehended in the basic and inclusive term €Awds R

1 1 Philippians, Kennedy feels that there is evidence that

3]

or Hope.

the two elements of imminent expectation in thelr 1lifetime and of his

own death prior to a later coming of the Lord are both present, so

. . . s > , .
that there is a blend of the two.© Yet even in the early letier to
the Thessalonians, Paul professes irrelevancy as te the worth of any
s, -~ X .

representation of the Xf’mf w¥ and KLP WV gince "you yourselves know
that it will come like a thief in the night”.B In the second letter
to them, he deliberately tries to explain that certainty is not
destroyed 1f temporal imminence should be postponed.

The merging into one another of the concepts of imninence and

certainty was a feature of Hebraic thought...{and) conce history

has been fulfilled in the Cross and Resurrection, the conditions
for its end were unceasingly established.?

Paul cautions the Thessalonians against the opposite dangers of laxity
and ecstacy, both being expressions of irresponsibility in regard to
the Day of the coming.

But since we belong to the day, let us be sobey and pub on the

breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of
salvation.” V

Neither Paul nor the New Testament is interested much in

apocalyptic schemes or in timetables.é

P et
&

Colossians 1:5,23; Fphesians 1:18
. Kennedy, op. cit., p. 163,164, ¢
3:11.

5 tile
f. Philippians 1:23, and 1:6 with

3. I Thessaleonians 5:1,2.

L. Marsh, op. cit., p. 136, Cf. Kennedy, op. cit., p. 171.
5. Thessalonians 5:8.

G

-
A

T. Preiss,Vision of History in the New Testamenty Journal of
) 3
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Religion, Vol. XXX, No. 3, July, 1950, p. 16l
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The reason for this is that

3

»

-

, %) & -
The end [ 7€Aies J is no longer an unknown future term; it is a Person
wWnom we have seen, have heard, and have touched. Eschatology is
concentrated in Christology. Hiernal 1ife means Lo know the Father
in the Son.t

The Christian hope does not stand or fall with the expectation of an
imminent end, as has been shown from the thought of Paul. The reason
that his hope was not in the least diminished by the delay of the
Parousia is because from the outset

its starting point had been that the center, the fixed point of
orientation, lies not in the future but in the past, and accordingly

in an assured fact which cannot be touched by the delay in the
Parousia«c

2. Preliminery developments presaging the end.

Paul does not have an eschatology in that he did not approach
the subject in a systematic way, nor does he Yeven supply the material
for constructing anything in the nature of a schams, far less does he
attempt to reach such a construction for himself",3 Therefore it is
difficult to impose a system upon what he has presented. It is possible,
however, to detect in his thought certain trends, which he considers
characteristic of history just before its fingle,

The salvation of the Jews, as a conseguence of their hardening
of heart, was to come only when the full number, the 11'/(7}«@;;.: s of the
Gentiles have been saved.li This is part of the "mystery" of the
election which has yet to take place. It would sesn that this usage
of the term would not be unrelated to "the mystery of his will" in the

divine purpose, to unite all things in heaven and earth in Christ,

Tbid., p. 163.

Cullman, op. cit., p. 88.
Kennedy, op. cit., p. 21.
Romans 11:28-32,
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In writing to Timothy, Paul forewayns him of the development

1,

of evil which is to come. It is to come as 8 sign of the impending

judgment, as already has been noted in Paul's lebter to the

P
2 n the use of the temporal term WacePos ,

,_.J-

Thegsaloniansi® but it is
connected with a context clearly referz*:éz{g toc the approaching end, that
this best becomes evident. Paul uses the word for the most part in

referring to the present !'time of opportunity! to be saved, as will be
seen in chapter IV,3 but there are some five Pauline uses of

reference to what is to come‘ii

t wit

o

i....!c

1

EN

Paul warns Timothy that there will be in later times some who

. . 5

will depart from the faith Yby giving heed to deceitful spirits and

dectrines of demons®.” This apostacy will be matched by *times of

st

» e
stress” in the &oyd7acs , or "last!" days. There will be perversion
of character among men, whose love is not toward God, but toward self,
toward money, toward pleasure.,® It is his solemn remonstrance to
. > s ? e R R
Timothy to preach urgently, EuiKdipws oKdPw S 5 in the time of
s
opportunity and even out of it, for the AWcPOS is coming when

..p2ople will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears
they will accumulate for themselves teachers teo suit thelr own
likings.’

1. lkphesians 1:10,

2. Ante., p. 33

3. Fost., De 57

i, One of these refers to the revealing which will take place when the
Lord appears. I Timothy 6:15.

5. I Timothy L:1 ff. See also Jude 18 for the apostolic prediction of
the last XPéver .

6. II Tirmothy 3:1 ff.

7. II Timothy L:2,3.




This charge he gives Timoth

presence of God and of CUhrist .
the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom..

hy

B

Jesus who is to Judge the
]

The hagzard of miscalculaling the Doy of the coming asgain of

the Lord Jesus is a danger not limited to modern millenarians. Paul

s

has told the Thessalonians that

ag to the times and sea
anything written to you.

=l o

ns, brethren you have no nesed to have

Yet by the time he next wrote to them they had become invelved in

speculation that the day of the Lord had already come.

a gpecific statement as to

the Day of the Lord, in order

3 Here he makes

the climactic embodiment of evil preceding

to point outits futurity:

.

Let no one deceive you in any ways for that day will not come,
unless the rebellicn comes first, and the man of lawlessness
is revealsed...proclaiming himself to be God*&

-
by

bt
o

. - . . -
will be revealed in his Ke¢pPw . The mystery of this lawlessness

is already at work, but it is being restrained temporarily at present.

And then the lawless one will be revealed, and the Lord Jesus
will siay him with the breath of his mouth and destroy him by
his appearing and coming.

t

et
e
[©]

goes on te describe the coincidence of the apostacy with the coming
of the lawless one. Hather than rejecting him, Jew and Gentile will
receive him, those that is who do'not belisve the truth®, and who

refused rigktpouoness.é

°

II Timothy Lsl.

I Thessalonians 5:1.

James Moffatt in The Expositor'!s Greek Testament, Vol. IV,

ed. W. Robertson }bccll, few York, Hodder & Stoughton, p. 47-L8.
I Thessalonians 2:l,

I Thessalonians 2:8.

I Thessalcnians 2:12,
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Finally, Paul cautions the Corinthians against proncuncing

judgment "before the time',

LTJ

efore the Lord comes, who will b”ing to light the things now
hidden in darkness and will disclose the purpose of men's hearis.

It is evident that pessimistic thoughts occupy his mind in anticipating
/’
the future in so far as it is measured with reference to the End lpoc ,

up until the Day of the Lord's coming.

3, Perseverance the interim concept, not progress,.

This pessimism is to be regarded at the same time as an
indication of the progress of the gospel and the work of the Holy
Spirit,g The coming of the Iord is not only so as to judge the wicked,
and to destroy the Lawless (ne, but so as to judge the righteous, to
reveal the sons OvaOd, as well as to ralse the dead. 7The durative
hope which Pgul entertains is not one of progress, however, No such
sense of an inevitable participation in success characterizes Paule.
Although he spares no words in speaking of the past triumph of Christ
over sin and death3 and has complete confidence in the present ability
of God to perform His work in the belivver,h this confidence is in

nature a living hope for the fulfillment of the promise of which the

5

Bpirit is the gusrantee. The guarantee consists in the fact that the
Spirit who raised Jesus "will give l1ife to your mortal bodies alsof,

gince He dwells within.E

1. I Corinthians L:5,

2, Paul recognizes this in I Thessalonians. See ante. p. 33.
Cf. II Thessalonians 3:1.

3. Colossians 1:19,20; 2:15.

L. Romans 8:31-39 is a good example. ™If God is for us, who is
against us?H

5. Romans 8:11.




This is & hope which intrinsically perquLres in the face

of the unseen, the empirically incomplete.
Now hope that is seen is not hope. TFor who hopes for what he
sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it
. . 71
with patience.*

He is obliged, therefore, to exhort others to persevere -

Do you not know that in a race all the runners compete, but
only one receives the prize? So run that you may obitain it

and also to discipline himself, "lest after preaching to others
T myself should be disqualifl ied."2 He forsees all he had cherished

that I may gain Christ, and be found in him...that if possible
T may atitain the resurrection from the dead".

It is this, not progress, which is foremost in Paul's anticipation
of the interim days before the Day of the Lord.

It is true that in Romans 9-11, and in {olosslans and
Fpresians there is the suggestion of the extension and building up of
the Body of Christ, the Church,throughout history. L But is not this
stress in these letters precisely the elaboration of the product of
perseverance in terms of the actual 1ife of the Church? Paul refers

¥phesians to the Spirit as "the guarantee of our inheritance until

we acquire possession of it”ﬁ and says that this will occur on *the
day of reden ”6 refers also to "the one hops that belongs to

your call",7 and concludes with a warning tc prepare for ¥the evil day,

1. romans 8:2L,25,

2. I Corinthians 9:24-27.

. Philippians 3:8-11,
Preiss, ﬁp, c*t., D. 167,
fphesians 1
Fphesians b
Fohesians I
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;i See fn. 7, pe 45




and having done all, to stand®.t The mystery at the heart of the

revelation given to the saints is "Christ in you, the hope of glory”,

and it is for this that Panl strives, with all the energy God gives.Q

There are some additional references to the connection of
the present with the fubure. These disclose further the importance of
perseverance as related to the interpretation of the ultimate future.
Sometimes these come as an expression of hope in God's sovereignty over
the future, and sometimes &s an appeal, based on this hope, to the
believerks ability to endure.

He considers the Thessalonians to be his *hope or joy or
crown of boasting before the Lord Jesus at his coming', because of the
Word of Cod at work in them currently.3 In a series of benedictions,

he expresses the hope that®the Tord would establish them in blameless

noliness™ at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints, sanctify

them completely and keep them ="spirit and soul and body? - blameless

s e

) . o N . . e . . .
“at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ®.> To the Corinthians he writes:

And he will establish you to the finish, so that no blame may be
yours at the Day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is reliable...®

To the Romsns:

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

1. Iphesians 6:13,

2.. Colossians 1:27-2%.

2, I Thessalonians 2:19,20,

L. I Thessalonians 3:13.

5. I Thessalonians 5:23,

6. I Corinthians 1:8. (Verkuyl
7. Romans 15:13.

).
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1

For the Colossians, he prays that they be equipped to live

a 1ife "worthy of the Lord", strengthened with His resources "for all
endurance and patience with Joy" since God has given us a share in the
*inheritance of the saints in light“.1 He reminds the Thessalonians
that God had chosen them to be saved, so that they might obtain ths
glory of the lLord Jesus Christ, "So then, brethren, stand firm and
hold to the traditions...by us."2 At the conclusion of the elaborate
discussion of the meaning oi the resurrection, and Christ's victory
over death and sin, Paul is in a position to say,

Therafore...be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the wer%
of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your lsbor is not in vain,”

Timothy is urged to keep "the sum of the charges contained in the
epistle“h

unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our
Lord Jesus Christ; and this will be made manifest at the proper
time by the ...onlf Sovereign, «..the Lord of Lords.-”

Paul finally puts it succinctly thus:

The saying is sure:

If we have died with him, we shall also live with him;
if we endure, we shall also reign with him;

we deny him, he also will deny us;

we are faithless, he remains faithful-

for he carmeot deny himself,©

1...)- fnde

by

There the gospel is “bearing frult and growing®,! this is

not progress but victory. Where there is victory, there must be no

1. Colossians 1:12.

2. II Thessalonians 2:15.

3. I Corinthians 15:98

i« J.R.Dummelow, A Commentary on the Holy Bible, New York: Macmillan,
1982, p. 1000.
I Timothy 6:1L,15.
I Timothy 2:11-13.
Colossians 1:6.
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Weariness

l

-y
"for in due ssason ()@/({’w} we shall reap if
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we do not

rightful importence as being & time of glad realization of hithertc
unseen hopes,
De The Event of the Coming

Rather than to consider the return of the Lord almost a

postscript to history as some intimate in the desire to guarantee the

-
historic significance of the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus,®
we must sense the reality of the event and its lmportance. Only if we
do not take the last Judgment seriously do we find it necessary somehow

to make up the balance
of history, to neglect

and to come to the ambiguous conclusion that history will be the final

udges The coming again of the Lord Jesus Christ will mark the opan

L

culmination of redemption. It may, therefore, be considered the

fulfillment of the promise guaranteed by indwelling Spirit of Life

Tternal, It alsc is the ungualified fulfillment of the essentisl
meaning in history since its central purpose, achieved already in

essence at history's burning point in Christis death and resurrection,

is experienced as complete.

1. Galatians 6:9. Cf. Colossians 2:20

2y DBowmar, op. cit.; De 183, views the consummation with briefl
b
t

detachment since "it is exactly within history...that the prophetic
spirit sees God's will achieving its goal',
3, Pf@isgg 3):,. C.Ltc, ﬁ* mk.éi.
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1. Suddenness; its reality.

gyl is in no doubt as to the event. Of all the events of
the end, f"the climax holds the chief interest. He believes in a

I

the stark drama of destruction will be experienced like birthpangs.
ity Y
For the "brethren'", on the other hand, who are Ysons of the day", the

Dey of the Lord should give no cause for

ness and soberness with Ythe breastplate of faith

and urges

N . s .
aleritness; "the night is far gons, the day is at hand".3 In testifying

Por T know whom I have believed and I am sure that he ig able
to guard until tk 1av what I have entrusted o Mim.o

1. ZXennedy, op. cit., p. 190,
2. I Thess alonia ans 5:1-10,

3, Romans 13:11,

L, II Tim otny 1:8-10

S. II Timothy M.Lc.
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. Unigueness; its irmportance.
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sovexeignty,3 tyesterday, today, and f

In fact Bowman goes

beyond the evidence to acknowledge that there will be an end to crsation

- . . o . o .. . e B .
but that it will not "afford anything distinctively new or novel™,” and
further, refsrring to the Christian sbility to see Cod's purpose in
history,
This ing on the plane of
histo -
Paul might reply
™ } ch

There is further laid away for me the crown of righteousness whic
tne Lor tighteous Judgs, will reward me in that Day, and not
to me alone, but to all who have loved His appearing,!

History does not simply run oul to & boring finish., As Marsh

The Parcusie (presence or coming) or Apocalypse (uncovering cannot
itself add to the achieved fulfillment, but i} can and will meke
manifest to all the fact of that fulfillment,C

® » * L4 & L3

3
A

Tns " ” . Ty o
o Bultmann, Theolozy, De Ze

3 ovLng
bid., N.B. the titie, vhetic Realism¥, ,
3, Ibid., p. 202,265, He thus represents & form of "realized eschatology®.

6., Ibid.
7« II Timothy h:8, (Verkuyl).
8. Marsh, op. cit., p. 135.



Herein lies one element in the uniqueness of this event. He who

tdisarmed the principalities and powers and made a public example of

them, triumphing over them"l is at the right hand of God from which

he will appear, and believers "with Him in glofy”.g It is not se=sing

the issue whole to maintain that since we are now bseing changed inte

His likeness from glory to glory in the Spirit, the transition is

simply one from ®the temporal tc the eternal order at death". It is not

rae to Paul to hold that the future holds no really Ynew exc itement.3

The reality of spiritual growth does not obscure for him the

equal reality of the problem of suffering in the W,rld..‘)fF The end of

because the antitheses against God and his purposes will have ended,

and the suffering which for this reason inheres in the atonement will

be completed.? Suffering for the sake of the Lord is as resl as its
cutcome, our ulbimate glorification with Him, but the latter is incompara-
bly more portentious.é When the sons of God are revealed, that for which

the whole creation, along with believers, has been "groaning in travailwh

o
will take place. The end of the reconciliation - the "redemption of our

bodies" - will be complete.7

1. Colessians 2:15.

2. Colossians 3:li.

3. EBowman, op. cit., p. 272,273, passim.

L. Philippians 1:29,30,

5. Romans 8:18.

6. Romans 8:17,18. '

7. Romans 8:19-23, Kennedy, op. cite, p. 13, notes that the full conbent
of the term "redempiion itself as Paul uses it is not limited in
scope to the atonement but that it "stretches into the future® and
enhances the ultimate bodily transformation to the likeness of the
glorified Christ at his coming. ¢£f. Philippians 3:21.
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Perseverance in the midst of persecutions is "evidence of

the righteous judgment of God, that you may be made worthy of the

4

kingdom of God", because it is prophetic of that time when 'the Tord

iy

Jesus is revealed from heaven...inflicting vengeance”, and at the same

time coming "bo grant rest' to those who are enduring suffering for

P

His sake.+ Thus it is possible for Paul to rejoice in his msking

1

complete what remains gf Christ's afflictions for the sske of

his body...the churchs.
Thus indeed the morsal meaning in history becomes evident.
‘Fach man's work will become manifest; for the Day will disclose it,

because it will be revesled wit% fire, and the fire will test what
sort of work each one has done.~

Those who oppose themselves to God and the good news of Jesus Christ

shall suffer the punishment of eternal destruction and exclusion

from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might,
when he comes on thabt day to be glorified in his sainis..

These are unique elenents connected with the end of history

in the revelation of Jesus Uhrist at the time of His coming - the public

manifestation of the one whose victory over sin and death is known by

faith today, the temmination of suffering occasioned by this faith and

he glorification with Christ which accompanies the resurrection of the

bedy,g as well as differentiation of moral actualities and final

Judgment.

The uniqueness of these elenents of the Coming of the Lord

~on the Day consists, nonetheless, only in their dependence upon the

1. II Thessalonians 1:5-8, Cf. I Corinthians 1:7,8.

2. Colossians 1:24.

3¢ I Corinthians 2:13.

L+ II Thessalonians 1:9,10. Cf. I Corinthians L:5.

5. Cullman, op. cit., p. 141, considers this to be the decisively new
element in the end of redemptive history. So also Kennedy, op.cit.,

p. 235,



central historical Fvent of "first importance® for Paul, the death,
burial, resurrection, {(and Iife) of Jesus Christe.l Christ is the
1P pgtefruits” from the dead. It is almost impossible to structure
a systematic sequence for the events at the end, but in this context
wgul does seb forth the following order:

Christ rises from the dead.

He returns and %at his coming® those who belong to Him rise.
YThen comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father

gl
after destroying every rule and...power,"
Death is the last Yenemy to be destroyedh.
fhen all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will
also be subjected® to God.
This is to be done “ihat God may be everything to everyone“.2
Bub Paul has no time scheme, and the Parousia, the Judgment, and the
Resurrection of the dead belong to the same experience in the final
amalysis.B
This is God's Yplan for the fulness of time to unite all
things in him, things in heaven and things on eaq-*c,hﬁlL in its completion.
This is the destiny toward which redemptive history moves in #the
eternal purpose which {God] has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord",5
tAftbert the culmination of history in the Coming of the Lord
Jesus, what then? It would seem to be a3 matter of semantics as to

whether the goal of history is in historyé or beyond itself,? The Day

of the Lord is unqguestionably for Paul a future historical climax, and

1. I Corinthians 15:3-12,

2. I Corinthiansg 15:20-28.

3. Kennedy, op. cit., p. 187, 278,
i« Fphesians 1:10,

Se¢ Iphesians 3:11.

6. Richardson, op. cite, p. 19,
7s Barry, ov. cits., De XV



1l age becauss of

@

2t the same time we endure through this present
having been begotten to an enduring hope.
There appear to be grounds for expressing the exper lence

of pesurrected man in terms of the resurrected Lord rather than, and
overflowing from the terms of temporal sequence. Paul speaks of the
sxaltation of Christ from the dead to transcendent sovereignty over
"every name that is named, not only in this age but also that which is
to come?.2 He is the One who "fills the universe at all pcints”,3 who
has raised us up to the "heavenly places" in Him so that "in the comin
ages he might show {us) the immeasurable riches of his grace”.h Timothy,
therefore, is directed to train himself in godlinéss gince it holds
promise for the present life and also for the life o come.S How is
this best expressed? Paul puts it best when he says, "ind so we shall

forever be with the Lord”.é
Be Summary and Conclusione

Pault's view of history is coptimistic becauses of *what was
wrought by God in Christ the Lord", and because for him "the beginning

and end sre coordinatet el Hence fai

c+

h end hope are inseparably Joined

with respect to the sovereign Lord of history, the consistency of whose

1. I Corinthians 15:19.

2. Fphesians 1:18-21.

3. E@h881ans 1:23, (Ver{afl3

Le Zphesians 2:6,7.

Se I thimothy lL:8.

6. I Thessalonians 4:17, (Verkuyl).
7« Xerr, op., cit., p. 138




redenpbive purpose is

=3

made evident in its completed fulfillment, the
preturn of Christ. The imminence or remoteness of the end of this
evil age is less important than the certainty of the outcome. THvil
will seem to domirate the historical stage increasingly at the expense
of Christian suffering. It is an insufficient appreciation of the

pervasiveness of evil, both directly and as to its indiresct resuld
T i

[&5
[t

leads to a misunderstanding of the dialectic of history. Rather than

progress the substance of history will display the intensification of

(RS

evile Through all this, Christian perseverance - in hope of ultimate

outworking of the victery of Jesus
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up until the Day of the Lord.

This vivid climax to human history consists of the unvelling
of the now unseen “and blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our
great God and Saviour”,1 and the resurrection from the dead. At the
same time, it is the end of this evil ags, It is therefore historical
and thus a goal, real in the time-process. The goal of history is
expressed as the complete reconciliation. In the "revealing® of Jesus
Christ, the sovereignty of God is revealed as having eternal regard

for man's free choice by & conclusive disclosure of wrath and glory

at the end of the last times of opportunity; thus the moral meaning in

istory is made evident. The fulfillment which this "reveali

represents for the hoping Christian is intrinsic to the "revealing®

because it is dependent upon the crucial death and resurrection at the

1. Titus 2:13.
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normative center of the time-process. Victory over gin and its
by=products of Christian suffering and physical death, victory over
the defeated principalities and powers of this evil age, vindication

of the righteous judgment of God over all -~ all of which were

no longer contested in the cosmos. In this sense only, redemption ~
realized in history -~ is completed, and with it all purpose in history
is achieved. Thus history camnot be said longer to exist; God has
become "all in all®.

Finally, then, time becomes insignificant in the presence
of Him who 1s the eternal God, as the fragmentary experience of
history yields to "the fulness of him that filleth all in ziin,d

For our knowledge is imperfect and our prophesy is imperfect...
For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now
I know in part; then I shall understand fully, even as I have
been fully understcod. «2
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HAPTER FOUR

PAUL'S FOCUS ON THE PRESINT

A+ Introduction

5

If God's purpose in history be fulfilled in an historic

e

redemptive climex which discloses the meaning in the historic process
of vhich it is a Tulfillment, and if this fulfillment be one whose
cosmic significance becomes evident in the ultimate future as all the
latent forces issuing from that climactic resurrection bring to
perfection all that was implicit in God!'s redeeming purpeose, then the
fact of His determining act at the midpoint is of utmost significances.
In this chapter, it will become evident that Paul was neither an
antiquarian nor an apocalypticist, bub rather that the entire time- ¢
process derived its basic meaning and value from focusing on the
present as the integrating center.

Thus to this end, Paul's use of certain temporal terms will
be examined to give grounds for regarding time itself as crucial and
its division as disclosing the centrality of the Event of the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Not only may Christ Jesus be considered
to be the NOW in history in & chronclegical sense, but alse the Present
One in a normative sense, the latter deriving from the former. It is
the Spiritts imménence which introduces the ultimste value into
contemporary social order-and social living. This value is at essence

love., It is linked so integrally to the time-process that it is an

expression of faith and hope in action. The sacraments afford an

o 51....
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instance in which the Christian afirms that God is Lord of the time-

process, a1l of it, in its moral meaning.

'B. Christ, the NOF of History

The significance of the time-process itself is manifestly
determined by the significance of that by which it is measured, or
comprehended. It is only thus that the philosophy of history is
relevant as a field of thought. It has been demonsirated that FPaul's
interpretation of the past and his understanding of the future was
achieved from the commanding elevation of the Fvent of the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. In the implicit orientation of PFanl's
thought, the present - set in its past and future context -~ is of

pivotal importance.

1. The cruciality of time.

There are several terms which are used in the New Testament
to express time, and the Pauline usage is worth surveying since it
makes apparent the related importance of the elements of the time-
process to him.

»

The term oftw¥ 1is used extensively, and with various
gpplication. It has been mainteined that neither in the ¢1d Testament
nor in Jewish literature current to the first century was the word used

L

to express & view of history as composed of several or even two ages.l

B :
Mecrillan, 1951, p. 2604 article on "Time®™ Dy John Marsh, hereaf
referred to as Marsh, Word Book",

1. Alen Richardson, 4 Theological Vord Book of the Bible, New York

tar



rom this, the Pauline writings at least differ. Paul identifies this

age with the rule of sing

Yet among the mature we do impart widdom, although it is not a
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed
to pass away. But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God,
which God decreed before the ages for our glorification. None
of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

It is not an endlsss timej God is "before® the ”ages”g including this
evil ocne.
God is not conditicned by them but is sovereign. This is

seen in such ascriptions of praise to God as:

To the XKing of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor
and glory for ever and aver,

He nevertheless particpates in the ages. God, by His mighty power
raised Jesus from death to transcendent rule and authority "above

_ i . > P o~ 'd
every name...not only in this age, ( €» 7':13 dtwve 7ovTe3 ), but also in
that which is to come".,l For Marsh, Paul's concept of these two ages
is one which has temporal aspects, but is "more characteristically
tethical! or 'concrete'."> It is not clear that the evidence supports

the case. PFaul alludes, in the same context, to the state of believers

as having been raised up with Christ so #thalt in the coming ages he

1. I Corinthians 2:6-8. Cf. Romans 12:2, II Corinthians li:li,
Galatians 1:L, Vphesiens 2:2, II Timothy l;:10, etc.

2., The context suggests that this is not a poetic plural. Marsh asser
that it must necessarily be the case for every plural of ¢t @y , to
be understood peetically, "by which a guantitative plural is
for a qualitative difference®, Warsh, ¥ord Book, p. 266,

3. I Timothy 1:17. The last phrase is literally, ¥"unto the ages of th
ages", Of. e.g., Fphesians 3:21, Philippians L:20. T

e siansg 1:21.

E. ~sh, Word Book, p. 266,
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ight show the immeasurable riches of Wwis grace in kinduness howard us

Ty

in Christ Jesus¥, e Mrst cuoted reference is to the soverelgnty

ergr

of Jesus over all, whether in the current or the not-as-yet-present

age. The second, would seem Lo disclose the extent of the bel
participation in the exaltation of Christ, in a broadly future sense.
n the basis of Chapnter ITI, the age "which is to come® is probably a

reference to the era constituted by the Parousia, but anticipated by

It would appear to be laboring the evidence to suppose that
when Paul speaks of Christians as those "upon whom the ends of the ages

are come“B he refers to the way

age have alresdy met wherever a perscen nas enters

Ty R 3 A
Christians stand a2t

[ .
the ages.” The sweep of aeons of time had

come to its cruéial poin
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ate past of the early Christians,.

. 4 >/ . '
Where Paul uses the combination of X,Oa"’ypg,? diwpoes , this may be seens

..sthe revelation of the mysterv which hath been kept in silence
through times eternal, but now { %2 ) is manifested..”

7

1. Iphesia:

2 L{Jh esia

3, I Corint 1, {American Revised Version),

L. I Corin e ! Test&menﬁ, In American Translation,
#gar J ad, Chicago: Unlver qz;y of Chircago, 1940,

5. This is only evident in the use of the nerfect 1nd1batvve, but
the context suggests 1t as welly; ﬁhis comtra Mar Qo@k,
De 267, ond Fulness of Time, fn., p. 32. {1u rea chatological
postion leads him into the untenable explanation of ngﬁ passage
referred to above. There is no internal suggestion of the Moverlap®
of this and the nsxt age in the passage.

6., Romans 16:25,26, (4RV). Also, II Timothy 1:9, Titus 1:2.
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£11 of this was according to *the eternal purpose which he {God) has
realized in Christ®,t
, . - .
The use cf)(fowos is not very extensive, but has added

intersst for the investigator in those places where it is used. is a

term used Lo express temporal duration, Paul refers to the time of

forty years the Israelites speant in the wilderness,z and to the "times

of ignorancet3 which God overlooked,
But now {#9») he commands all men everywhere to repent, because he
has Tixed a day on which he will judge the world...by & men whom he
has appointed...raising him from the dead.*

Times of human ignorance have not anbedated the activity of God nor

His overarching purpose for acting crucially in these times. Neither

have Christians been saved by their own short-lived initiative, but

"in virtue of his (God's) own purpose and t

~

¢ grace which he gave us
. r s > v . .
in Christ Jesus ages ago",” or Tpe (pavwz/ dewvew¥ hefore the time
spans of the ages.

The most important use of the term is where Paul says, -

and note well the relation of this thought with that expressed above:

fated

..Wnen we were children, we were slaves to the elemental spirits of

the universe., But when the time had fully come, God zent forth his
Son, born of a womaNe..~

i. IFphesians 3:1l.

2. Acts 13:18.

3. Acts 17:30. It may be that in this plural reference and in the
plural use of *ages¥, Paul is reflecting in some degree current
Greek cyclical notions of the historic process, but referring to
themr always in a way which puts the Lord as One over all, and as
Cne who is unmistakably working in a unigue wey in the time-process
to redeem, and that this work will reach a definite historical goal.
Cf. Cullmen, op. cit., p. Lb.

L. A4cts 17:30,31.

5. I Timothy 1:6, also Romans 16:25, and Titus 1:2. The use of
in each of these passages is noteworthy.

6., Galatians liih.



The use of the Aorist emphasizes that the act of God was not some
vhase in a process which could have occurred anytime, anywhere. If
the Hebrew mind was in fact so characteristically theological that
4
it had no word forIWOOWOS ,1 then the mind of Paul perceived - not
merely that
the passage of time, its chronological duration, could not b
theclogically irprelevant since God, so Christians be¢1eved,

nad acted in it.e

but that the antecedent linear extent of time, in or out of the sacred

history, had reached an intended completion point consisting of the
sending forth of the Son "so thalt we might receive édoption as sons."3
The context of the verse accents this interpretation. Paul
has just established the faith-principle, historically, in Abraham's
experience.& He compares the condition of believers prior to faith as

£
in immaturity "until the date (rf’ogf't" "M ] set by the father®™, for

them to be considered free and responsible; the bondage to sin obtained

&

. . . . £ @
until #in fulness of time {XPO’V"U} God sentv forth his Son, born of a

.L

woman”.S His stress on the historic reality of this chronological
climax is thus evident. In the redemption which has just been procured,
there has been established a sharp Before-After for the human race:

> . £
"you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then an heirt;®

le Marsh, op. cite, p. 77

2. Ibid., p. 78.

3. Galatians L:S. 4nd hence the S
constituting us as heirs. Our
resurrection of the body.

L, Galatians 3 1-22.

5. Galatians L:3-l.

6. Galatians L:7.
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formerly, when you did not know God, you were in bondage...; but now

(vgv3e..you have come to know God.."t Thy do you desire to submit

5

yourself to days, and months, and defo¢ , and years?; he asks those
who have been Judeized.2 All are done away with because & certain

pre-ordained point in time has been reached for the inaugural of the

new R'Jtif’ps ,3 of salvation by faitha

Not only has this point been reached, but also passed. The
significance of present time is seen in the references to the decisive
opportunity now opened up in "this M{’” t, Paul refers to God as
having forgiven "former sins" in order to vindicate His righteocusness
"in our present period [ V¢¥ /\M/’“:‘ M As for the experience of
tthe sufferings of this present time { vy /‘(a’c'fa.'; " with Christ as
fellow helrs with Him, he considers that they are small compared to
the glory still to be revealed at the completed redemption.S He zlso
looks backward in time, comparing the present Narc;“’ with the time of
¥lijah to whom God spoke telling him of the remmant which still remained
faithful. "3o too at the present time ( 203 Awep@] there is a remnant,
chosen by grace,” and this extends out among the Gent tiles.® This body,
the Church, is to be alert and expectant

..in consideration of our times( Maﬂ/””}, ecause the hour has

struck for us to wake up, for our salvation is now nearer than
when we became believers,

1. Gelatians

2. GCalatians

3. The meaning of the term is a period of opportunity. The opportunity
is given by God.

e
18, 9.
128,

10T il swa

li. Romans 3:26 (Verkuyl).
S« Romans 8:18.

6. Romans 11:5 ff,

7. Romans 13:11 (Verkuyl).
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Although the age is evil, as are its days, Christians are exhorted to

ftmake the best posgible u

6

e of their timet,%. Peults stress on the
significance of the present k&;pog findé its core in the thought of

this entreaty, reminiscent of his charge to Timothy to preach in and

out of the times of opportunity,z and referring to the present fulfillment
of divine promise:

Behold, now [VO%) is the accepbable time { Awepos); behold,
now [ ¢dv] is the day of salvation

Fach day is a decisive NOW - ant'acceptable opportunity! - for salvation,

The urgency of Paul's thought is evident in the verses which follow,
describing the hardships he underwent to bring this message to those
who have not heard,

Perhaps more widely used than arny other of the terms previously
described is the word #9% , Its use is revelatory in a marked degree,
of the cruciality of the present 1o Paul, as has Just been seen in its
use with sz}or « In Romans, the term is used exclusively of that
which pertains to realized salvation in this time at the highpoint of
history, and in present experience in the light of that realizatione.

o , }
NOW - the righteousness of God has been revealed apart from the lawit-

"

we are Justified and have received the reconciliati@ﬁ;Sw we have been

@D
[
6]
o
o
=
@
e
o
by
r‘*‘~

made free fromsin,t6 and are rer 3ract1ses.7 NCON = we

are delivered from the 1aw.8 There is Yitherefore now" no condemnation

Iphesians 5:16 (Verkuyl), also Colossians
II Timothy L:2.

II Corinthians 6:2,

Romans 3:21,26,

Romans £:9,11.

Romans 6:22,

Romans 6:21.
Romans 7:6.
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for those who are %in Christ Jesus?, 1an d suffering is not that of

despair,2 for the whole creation up until "now! has been longing for

ultimate eﬂemwﬁWOAJwbﬂc% is ¥now' nearer
The way the present becomes the focal point for Paul is

evident also in the consciocusness of his own Before Christ - Now "in

Chrisi! er@TianQQS The vividness of this in Pauline thought is
traceable to his conversion. He refers to Ymy former ( TVTE 1ife in
Judaism'® and describes the amazing news which spread after his

conversion:

ersecuted us is now (w¢?) preaching th
tried to dest roy.

s
He who once (WoT€ ) ;
faith he once (were

e T
D

Again and again Paulls thought reburns to this polarity of Yonce® bub

fnow®, as will appear throughout the rest of this chapter,

o

Always, the NON of experience stands firmly in the context of

the faith of God's elect and their knowledge of the truth which
accords with godliness, in hope of eternal life which God, who

never lies, promised ages ago and at the proper time manifested

in his word through the preaching with which I have been entrusteds. 8

He is conscious that "we ourselves were once...led astray", but when

God's lovingkindness appeared, %he saved us? so that we might become
N . . - > 4

Yhelrs in hope of eternal 1life (Ck»'?s Newrveov)," He tells Titus:

I desire you to insist on these things, so that those wheo have
believed in God may be careful to apply Themselves to good deeds,.”

1. Romans 8:1.

2. Romans 8:18.

3. Romans §:22.

Lie Romans 13:11.

. Thus our conceptlon of time in human history since the incarnation

and redemption is not so and so manv years After Christ, but “Amnoe
Domini 1956 ~ the year of our Lord lQﬁé

6. Galatians 1:12,

T« Galatians 1:23.

€, Titus 1:1-3. Hence Paul's "this-worldly" exhortation thr roughout.
9. Titus 3:3-8, passim.



Fternal (méwvw; ) ,&J.fe,Ldenhtv with the King of the dcwwa'z/,

is the inheritance of the Christian in the gift of the Spirit.

For he who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh

corruptioni but he who §Uﬁ%lﬁ0 the Spirit will frox

reap life ecternal [ Gwyy owviov 7]
Because God's Spirit dwells within, it is only self-deception to esteem
oneself wise %in this age®, "The wisdom of this world is foolishness
with God", for sin has reduced the pride of men to futility. Christians
on the other hand par t;cipate in the sovereignty of God over the ages by
being identified with God's eternal and specific purpose of reconciliation
achieved in Christ,

So let no one boast of men. For all things are yours, whether...

the world or 1life or death or the present or the future, all are
yours; and you are Christts and Christ is Godls.c

Fternal life is not suddenly te be acqguired at death or the Day of
Judgment or the coming Aeon. Since it partakes of the nature of God
it is not merely the absence of sin and death, for "“the free gift of

God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord"3 which is to be received

by belief in giml but to be experienced totally only in the future.’

For this the Spirit is a guarantee.é

. Galatians £:8.

I Corinthiens 3:16~23, passim.

Romans 6:18, 20~23.

I Timothy 1:16.

Gvery use of the term Yeternal® by Paul has a distinct fubure

connoba tion, e.g., Romans 23 ?..”na will give eternal 1ife",
£:21..."so that grace also might reign thr rough rightecusness to

ﬂtewndl life..", II Corinthians L:17.."affliction is rreparing

for us an eternal weight of glory bevend all comparison'

I Tinothy 6 19, etec,

6. II Corinthians 5:5.
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2. The division of time -~ the centrality of Christ.

By the same evidence used to demonstrate the cruciality of
time, the centrality of Christ is, mutatis mutendis, established, for

the basic Event (in terms of which all history is best interpreted as

0

to its ultimates in a structure which does not omit the moral issues)
is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. To say this is to take
cognizance of the Bvent as a phase, methodologically spesking, in the

basic {Biblical)nistoric process of promise ~ fulfillment.

This particular phase, one might say this fulfillment of

promise, came into being in the time-process ag a qualitatively unique
fulfillment. The resurrection of Jesus Christ was, among its other
effects, the prelude to the gift of "the Holy Spirit of promise! to
anyone wno believes. The promise of the Spirit became, at any point
of the chronological succession, when the Spirit was recelved by faith,

an experiential guarantee of a hope still to be vindicated, the hope

cf eternal 1ife,

This phase also is unique in that, not only does it intensify

the hope by endowing it with pivotal historical validity of the highest
sort (the death of Jesus and His resurrection), bubt it alsc extends

the opportunity for entry, from this center of {(God!'s) purpose in

history, into all chronological time subsequent, up until the receip

of the complete inheritance of eternal life at the end of history.

Oscar Cullman has drawn two diagr*msl to illustrate the

fdo

l. Cullman, op. cit., p. 82. In the one case the determinative event
is future; in the other, Jjust past.
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difference between the Judaistic view of the time-process and the

Judaisms Midpoint (Messiah)
H §
H
< ! NS . S
“Refore Crestion ' Between Crealion AN\ After the
! and Parousi ! Parousia
hristisnity: Midpoint (Jesus Christ)
H H
H
< ! \/ &
“Before Creation ' Between/\ Creation! Lft the
i and Parousia ! ousia

To these Marsh objects on the grounds that Cullman has imported modern

chronological concepts of time inte the Biblical concepts, although he-

S8YS
here more than anywhere else does it seem that his basic exegesis
is Tl ght, although his schematization is...inadeguate to articulate

J—ttit
Paul's view of time would begin with the fact "of first importence!,
the death and resurrection, and view what was previous and subsequent

in that light. From the remotest reaches of the ages came this,

S5
their predetermined climax at a specific bime-point, which opened up
the NOV opportunity for participating in the redemption there achieved

from the universal discontinuity of sin and death. This is the basis

for regarding the time-process as significant. The post-resurrection

1. Warsh, op. cit., p. 177. He regards Biblical history as being
close to the linear view of history “u it would be misle“@ﬁp@
£

to call it linear, since its distinctive feature is that the e
of the linear process h@? a@ﬁﬁarmd in t ne middle of the 1
(p. 169). 7Vith this we are uneble to concur in the face
reality of the future czl nath” to Paul, as well as the
ment of the present by the past fvent of Christ in time.




gift of the Spirit, and the consequ ent decisive difference in one's

ovn contemmeransous experience between the time before Christ and the
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time when one is "in Christh, would justify the inference that 1t was
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here that the significance of messuring all time first

velue., The now of experience is understood and measured from reference

to the NOW of history, and within the time of opportunity opened up by

the One who has risen, and lives., In the consciousnsess that all time

was at climax when He

died es, who was raiscd from the dead, who
» 3 &

o ——

i O
3 w
is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.t

esus wh

Jesus who lived in Palestine is the Christ who lives inseparably from

the believer in and through all contingencies,
fon

f=

For I am sure that neither dsath, nor 1ife, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor helght nor &nyﬁhjng else in all creation, will

be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.<

His presence gives the present its meaning and value and time its

coherence and structure both historica 1lf

erientially,
chronologically and normatively,
A diagram of the time-~process as it ig for Paul is worth

1

he limitations of
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proposing here despite
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1. Romans 8:3L.
2. FRomans 8:37-39,



essentially one dimension. The significance of the time-process &85 a
structure whose integrating center of mesning is in the Event of Christ

is one which lmparis {C“TQQ“7“”1?&§} dimension to what would be elther

1ot knowing
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of an ultimate vindication,
when the vindication might take place. Panl and the Chrisbians knew in
Jesus Christ the HOW of tins whichAegtablishad a fix by which men's
course in hisbtory could find an ulbtimate point of reference, and by
which he could change his heading to be directed toward a valid ultimate
destination,with confidence. It is only with suéh a specific central

frame of reference thalt chronology is seen as implicit in Paults thinking

in places where ne is not explicit.

The diagrams below show the connection between the measuravility

of time with reference to The Event as compared to the indeterminzcy

of time, ultimately spesking, as in the Hebrew conception.? The First
diagram uses Biblical terms, omitting chronology, common to both New
and 0ld Testament, while the second includes the chronological gense

(as Paul used it).3

ALy wiy Hhic @tw“f HLWH
Keipot

T e e e «-m

q-Svlusr o xiuwu

1. This is to describe the Greek and Jewish views respectively.

Py Cf- Cullmaﬁ, Opﬂc Cito’ pa C:',)’f—lc

3. It should be understood thabt Paul is not unique over other New
Testament writers in this sense of chronology.,
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Thus it is true, as Marsh po

that whereas Biblical time could be r

AKAipec 1oy th

)

guotes Cullman) this could not leg

e b’

line. Paul, in his thought as tc the
does not do this. It is his enp haSls

create a linear view "of temporal suc

empty cross he sees the length and br

Christ Jesus reaching unbroken back t

out to the ultimate consummation. In the most literal sense, time

-y

CRUCial, because "now (wew ) is the

4

Ce The NEY in Hisbtory, "L

ich the redemptive line arisesti<

oints out - although he does so
of eternity as unlimited time -

sgarded as "the occumence of

timately be regarded as a temporal

-

significance of the time-process,
s nowever, wiich does actually
cessiveness®, because at ths
eadth of the Love of God in

o the very beginning and radiating

e
2

{szpvs Y of salvation®,?

ife~Civing Spiriti,.

In seeing the centrality of Christ for the sstimate that time

is crucial one also sees the introduc

history. Herein lies the relational

rest of the t;me-procm S, 1In Paulfs
of the dead, of which Christ is "the

hlstor10a1 distinction:

tion of the uniquely new into

impertance of the present to the

&

<

explanation of the resurrection

first-fruits?, he makes this polar

As in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall a1l be made

allV@.B

1. Warsh, ope cite, pe 175
2. II Corinthians 6:2.
3. I Corinthians 15:22,




and this,

Thus it is wrlttez aThe first man Adam became a living beingh;
the last (eyxarb9‘ Adam became a life-giving Splrlt.1

The principle of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus has made paul free

from the principle of Sin and Deaths? The gift of the Spirit is for

jog

universal receipt by those who will believe, and in this fact is the

cpportunity for participation in God's redemptive purpose in history

e

by all men. The age-long problem of sin has been resolved. The former

status.of Centiles, at cne time { kﬁ”}’d‘}, was that of being
sepérated.from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel,
and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world,>
"But now {(#@we) in Christ Jesus" these have been included in Christ,
made members of the household of God, and have access along with former
Jews "in one Spirit" to the Iather. Pezce has been brought between Jew
and Gentile in the reconciliation Christ shbiained on the cross bebween
man and man and between man and God. His intention was to "create in
nimself one new man in place of the two'. In this fellowship of the

saints, all are joined together in Christ Jesus, forming "a dwelling

place of God in the Spiritn,

1. The Body of Christe
The newly reconciled fellowship animated by the 1life of the

Spirit is constituted by the faith that *Christ Eﬁ Lord”.g "The Holy

1. I Corinthians 15:L5.  For Paul, "The sdam-concept was under the
control of the Christ-concept...and never the reverse", Bowman,
op. Cit., p. 245,

20 ) Romans 8:2,1@,1)_10

3. JBphesians 2:12.

li. Fphesians 2:13-22,

5. Philippians 2:11,




s Prom

This is the new corporaie unit in history, the Church, which is imcluded
and takes part in the "divine Lordship over time"? since its 1life is
that of the resurrected Christ, the 1life of the Holy Spirit who signifies
the anticipation of the completed redemption. Herein is the phrase

{
Meternal 1ife in Christ Jesus our Lord"3 meaningful. The Church, as
the Body of Christ with which one may be united, is seen to be an
organic personality with a history with which one must identify oneself

in order teo find ultimate value in the present, which ultimate value is

represented in the life in Christ who defeated death,.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall
certainly be united with tim in & resurrection like his...rfor we

know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again:
death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died he died
to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to Cod.

For this reason, Christians are to consider themselves to be "dead +o
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus".>

Fellowship with God in Christ is the primary relationship
established in the Body. Christ is the Head,? and from the present
fact of His life the present existence of the Church derives as a

growing and maturing organism. Paul's use of "in Christ" is significant

here® to reveal Paul's interest in the contemporanesous NOW as it

relates to the historically determining NQW’of\the Event of Christ, in

2, Romans T:23.

lie Romans 6:5-11, passim,
5. Romans 6:12,
6. Kemmedy, ope Cite, Ds 311. "3ll his readers knew well enough what

i
to be ev 78 Ypeo-ry  meant for the apostle. That is the central
note of his theclogy, the pivot on which everything hinges?.

7. Fphesians l4:15,
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connection with the concept of Christ as constitutive of the NEYV in

wiad b

historya

«.i1f anyone is in Christ, he is & new creation; the old has
passed away, behold the new has come. All this is from God,
who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the
rministry of reconciliabtion.+

It is on these grounds that he says "now is the day of salvation".?
The reconciliation is one which also includes others in the
same Body of Christ,.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christe.

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body - Jews or
Greeks, slave or free - and all were made to drink of one Spirited

The multiplicity of individual abilities are not denied. Rather each
has an indispensible place, and all are interdependent.h In this
fellowship, the essential bond and expression of it is }3325 under
which all individualism is subsumed.é A1l whose duration is limited,
all which is incomplete and so transient, is contrasted with love,
which "never ends",7

The temporal reference of love is not unimportant. Here the
relational importance of the contemporary present to the meming of

history is established., Paul connects his own history with that of

1. II Corinthians 5:17-18.
2. II Corinthians 6:2,

3. I Cordinthians 12:12,13.
Lo I Corinthians 12:1L-26.
5. Colossians 2:2.

6. I Corinthians 13:1-3,
7. I Corinthians 13:8-10,

-
.
-
-
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Christ by faith based on the definitive expression of love which
took place at the NOW of all time:

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longsr I who live,

but Christ who 1lives in me; and the 1ife I now live in the flesh
I live by faith in the Son of God, who lovad me and gave himself
for me,t

raul refers back to this Frent of Christ, who "loved the church“;e

to #God our Father who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good
hope through grace”;B and to the permanency of “the love of Christﬂ,&
nthe love of God"™S toward "us™ once having been sstablished in him.

The Church is composed of those who "love our Lord with love unﬁyimg”,é
for those who - ﬁith Paul - have "kept the faith", To these the Lord,
the righteous judge, will aw;rd the crown of rightesusness *on that
Day" - to "all who have loved his appearing™.!

The time-reference of love is most clearly seen as that which

represents value in the present by way of empirical evidence of the

reality of God's redemptive activity in the time-process and His
sovereignty over its vicissitudes., Thus, Paul speaks of the peace
with God which is obtained through Jesus Christ our Lord, based on

TR

Justification by faith, and of rejolcing in suffering because

suffering produces character, and character produces hope, and hope
does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our °
hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us 8

Lo Galatians 2:20.
2. phesians D:25,

* 3. II Thessalonians 2:16. Cf. Fphesians 2:) £f,
i Romans 8:35,

5. FRomans B:39,

6. TFphesians 6:2l.,

7 II Timothy L:7,8. In the next verse, as though in contrast, Paul
refers to Demas who had deserted him, "in love with this present
world.®

8. Romans 5:1-5,



T+ is the immanence,'by the washing

[63]

of regeneration and

renewaltl of the Spirit which introduces this new, creative value into
the contemporary NOW. Paul, writing to the Corinthian Church about

roblems of disunity and strife, tells them to live in agreement and
peace,fand the God of love and peace will be with yaa”.g The benedictions
show this with clear reference to the Church; e.g.s, "The grace of the
Tord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Hely
Spirit be with you a11m,3

The total significance of the Church in the scops of historys

and 1ts NEV 1life, in the immediacy and urgency of the NOV of experience
is presented in the letter to the Hohesians. Paul describes the
ultimate unity and sovereignty which is in CthStL the historic
experience of the bellevers in the definitive transition from death to

1ife "out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were

£ o
dead through our trespasses”,” and the sccially unlfylng eifect of the
new life Min Christ¥. 5 He compares the whole of the redemptive history

%o a structure of fellowship of which Jesus “%rist the chief corner~

ston e,tu/“, emphasizes the pivotal importsnce of the present in alluding

to "the mystery of Christ...not previously made known...as it has

s now
D o 3 B .
b@;@l’l.ueby the ) 1}’*1‘{;“,% 50 tnat "’“nrou@h the church the manifeold wisdom
& e ¢ & & =
1. Titus 3:5E,
2. II Corinthians 13:11,
3¢ II Corinthians 13:1L. 4lso, Romans 15:30.
i, Fphesians 1.
Ye lFphesians 2:1-6,
6, Frhesians 2:11~17.
7« Fphesians 2:19-22,.
8. IFphesians 3:L,5.



i d wioht now be made known® in the spiritual reslm. This in fact
ol God m T

i iy

0]

represents the realized "eternal purpose’ of God, achieved %in Jesus

Christlet+ "For this reason', Pawl earnestly prays that there might be

e

granted to them the Spirit's strength, the indwelling of Christ by

£ e
faith, in order that by so "being rooted and grounded in love' they
might have the ability to grasp
with all the baln*s what is the breadth and length and height and

deptl, and to know the love of Christ which surnamse§ knowledge,
that you may be i 11@d'w¢tb all the fullness of Jod.+

The very preseace of the eternal bod provides the

&

1)
g;,

ahil

LJ v

Lty
for achievements of unanticipated scops.3 Here Paul shifts to the

new life which the new man is to live precisely because the purpose
in all of time is at focus in the Christian Church and because at this
point the role of Christians is to mezsure up to their calling *to lead
a life worthy', to be

forbearing one another in 1
the Spirit in the boud of pea

cager bo maintain tnﬂ unity of
There is also a goal still to attaing unity of faith, by the "building
up cf the body of Christ?, until growth leads to ma turlqy.

This destiny is given a standard and an ultimate dimension in

"the stature of the fulness of Christh, 6 the procese of growth toward

which is dependent on the corpoerate fellowship as its individual

1., Iphesians 3:10-12,
2. TPphesians 3:14-19.
3. Ephesians 3:20,

li. Tphesians L:2,3.
5. TFphesians L:13,

6. Fphesians L:13,



merbers speak the truth in love. At the same time, the growth of the

whole draws its 1life from the

Head- Christ, out of whom the entire body is harmoniously fitted
together and closely united by every contributing ligament, with
proportionate power for each single part to effect the development

of the body for its upbullding in loveetl

2, The "nevmess® of 1life.

The logical conssguence, and the intended product of the

3
3

o

vt vhose heart

0]

present experience of the new life in Christ, the life

is the expression of Codts love to men, is necessarily a new quality

of living here and now. This is the leavening effect of love in human

relations which springs from the Spirit. It is the visible expression

93]

of faith and the immediabte reflection of hope. For this resson it ic
alse the grounds for a conditional optimism in that it is indispensible
to the determination of the historic destiny of the man whe would
identify himself by faith with the center of the stream of purpose in
history, that of reconciliation leading toward an ultimate resolution‘
of all in Christ.?

Paul makes these things apparent in various ways. The

cerrespondence of present ethical imperatives with the historic Event

of Christ and His ultimate return is an essential one. He tells the
Colosgsians that

you who once were estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds,
he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order
to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him,
provided that you continue in the faith

"1

rovic s> stable and steadfast, not
shifting from the hopé of the gospel which you heard..2

- @ & . 'S
l. Ephesians L:16, {(Verkuyl)
2. Tphesians 1:10, also Colossians 1:19,20,

- 3. Colossians 1:21-273,



Te brings this conditional optimism to bear in exhorting Christians to

live the ethically NEV 1ife,1 which is not one based on law:

If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the universe,
b4 2 3 » 3 1 ., 1 "

why do you live as if you still belonged to the world? Why do you

submit to regulsbionSe.

IF vou have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ iS...

The NOW of contemporary experience is an ethical connection,

with the NOW of historyv. It 18 expressed as "newmess of 1ife,3 This

E

means pubting to death elements of the old nature, "seeing that you

o

o

have put off the old... and have put on the new nature which is being

renewed® in the image of the Cre&tor.b The process includes an exercise
of free will in putting off former practices and attitudes, and putting
On NEW Ones,
Aind above all these pubt on love which binds everything together
in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which you were called in the one body.5
Thus the NOW, as a component of history,achieves relational
value to the antecedent and succeeding vectors of the time-process as
man is bound to man in the self~-giving love ccommunicated through Christ,
and reenacted in daily living.
The transforming impulse in the present exercise of free will
is due in.parté to the reality of the immanent life-giving spirit,

Christ. It is also due to the consciousness {from this fact) that the

1, Romans 7:6. f,.the new life of the Spirit¥,
2. Colossians 2:20, 3:1.

3, Romans H:li.
. Colossians 3:9,10, also Thesians :21-2l.."be renewed...put on
the new nature created sfter the likeness of God in true righteousness
and holiness”,
5. Colossians 3:1L, also Fphesians 5:2.."walk in laove, as Christ loved us®
6. II Corinthians 3:17,18.
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oF determines the future u il the end, for redemption or again

it, rather than being subject to some process of emergenc & to which

For the love of Christ controls us, because we are convinced
that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he
died for all, that those who live might live no longer Ior
Themselves but for nim who for thelr sake died and was Teised.t

.

Therefore Paul considers anyone in Christ to be a new creation to
wnon has been committed the message of reconciliatien,z as a worker

ftogether with him",3 Thus also he is @ble to urge Christians to

1

. . ) .
"redeem the time",¥ and says - telling them to be what they are.-

Do not be conformed 1o tﬂWS _age, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind, thal you may prove what is the will
0f Godee~

The "incentive of love"™ in Christ, and the particivation in the Spi
rightly lead to being of Yihe same mind, having the same love' with
the fellqwship.é Hers 1s the contemporaneous basis for ethical pr
Paul makes this dependent upon the Fvent of Christs
Have this mind among yourselves, which you have in Christ Jesu
Wio...emptied himself, taking the form of & servant, beaing bor

the likeness of men...ne humtled himself and became obeadient
unto death...on & cross.’

God exalted Him for that reason.8

I Corinthians
TI Corinthiar
II Corinthis Lo
Fphesians 5:1€, Colossians h:5,
Romans 12 2
Dh171ﬂ ians
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The present experience of the Christian is to be and to do,

to feel

not that I have already obtzined... but I press on to make 1t my
OWnese forgebting what lies behind and straining forward to what

lies ahead, I press on... only let us hold true to what we have
attained.t

Theexpression of the newness ¢of life is characteristically
present, as is implicit in the foregoing, and as is explicit in all

of Paul's exhortation relating matbers, which material

"
bulks large in his writings.© ums up the decalogue by the
second half of the 'grest commandment?, omitiing the first helf entirely,

S ops s n an A S
fulfilling of the lawh,~” it is clear that to Paul this 13 the central

4=

expression of a man Jjustifi

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision npor uncircumcision is of
any avail, but faith working through Tove

o

which belisvers are tealled®, There

Gre

freely put himself in bondage to all
men, becoming "all things to &1l men", that I might by all means save

some”‘7

le Philippians 2
2. In the ook o
part of the 1l
which consisth:
3« Romans 13:10.
L, Galatians 5:6.
5. Galatians 5:1, 13-15, Here agsin he summarizmes the law in terms of
naighbor.
6. Sil8,
7s ans 10:19-23,




Here the question of consistency, raised before with respect %o God and
his purpose in hisbtory, both in the past and in the fubure, which is

answered by faith and a living hope respectively, is addressed to the
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3. The Sacramenbts,

Ky

the Church bears witness in the sacraments to the

The 1life o

significance of tha time~process as a single moral continuum, shown to
be such by the Ivent of Christ, which is ultimately under the soverelgniy
of God.

The Jesus of history, the Christ of expesrience and the ILord who is
to come are not three, but one Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.)

These sacraments, 1f rightly practiced, alsc express the nresent

importance of the past redemptive history and the future culmination of
it with reference to the ebernally decisive NOW at the midpoint of

history. The baptism of the old Israel under the divinely appointed

leadership of Moses did not prevent CGod from destroying them in the

L

wilderness due to their disobedience.t Our baptism is into Jesus Christ,

-

and 1s a baptism into His death and resurrection

. o, .o . 4
so_that f'uvi ) as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Pagther, we too might walk in newness of 1life,

. Galatians 5:2
Iphesians £:2.
wwrsm, op. cit., p. 137,
I Corinthians 10:1-5,
Romens 6:li.

»

»
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4 presenit'ethical rest rrecticont! is the chief intent of this baptism
since the very nature of the new life consisbs in being "dead to sin”
and "alive to God in Christh. Inseparable from this is the certainty
of a future physical resurrecticn,l pased on the unigue "once-for-alll
death and resurrection? gt the pinnacle of history. From the NOW of th
experience of bapbism, the new member of the Bedy of Christ has partici
pated in the past and, by the Spirit, in the "redemptive occurrence of
the present and the future'.3 Therefore Christians are to be actively
engaged "as men who have been brought from death to 1ife", in the

o

practice of righuecusness,h so as to tbear fruit for God...in the new

The baptism, in ibts proper significance, marks an open
identification with the living Lord, and is the turning point in ths
individual history of the menber who has been reconciled to God "in
Christ®, The Lord's Supper is the participation by all the members,
Qua Body, in the soversignty of God in His-Story; that i
redemptive integrating purvose which is operative througheout the time-
process but presently and locally expressed in the social organism
whose 1ife is "eternalv, whose Head is Christ.

Paul attaches great significance to the words of Jesus in
the institution of the Supper, Both the partaking of the bread, and

the partaking of the cup are t be done "in remembrance of mett 6 The

3. Cullman, op. cit., p. 221.
i Romans 6:12-1L
. Romans 7:l,6.

6. I Corinthians 12:2,25,
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bread is represented as the body of Jesus tbroken for you®. The cup is

fthe new covenant! in His bleod. The memory of the Event of the cross
and resurrection, anticipabed in this last supper of the Lord Jesus and

the discivles, is not sufficient by itself. TFaith dees not stand alone;
5 3

in the communion of the Church

particularly as expressed in the Lord's Supper which commemorstes the

expression of love in Christ "who loved us and gave himself up for us,

odt, L His nurpose in thah expression
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of love was to create a church in which ¥life is constantly transforded
because it is always under the divine word"® so that she might *be holy
and without blemish"3 when finally opresented before Him. Bscause of
this, the Lord's Supper is an affirmation of the ethical NEness of life
introduced "in Christ". The historical consciousness explicit in this
of

act is evident in Paul's summary of its significance

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim
the I0rdts death until he comes.”

That is why there must be no derogetion of the historic affirmation

intrinsic to the Lord's Supper by making it into an individualistic
. . © . ~ N

and gastronomic gathering.- Such particularism profanes "the body

and blood of the Lord", prevents the discermment of the integrality

of the Body in its present expression and of the unity of faith and

2. Reinhold Heibuhr, Faith and History, New York: Cherles Scribners Scms,

1959, p. 2h2.
3. TFphesians 5:Z.
L. T Corinthians 11:26+. .
5. I Corinthians 11:20-22,
6. I Corinthians 11:29,33,3k.



There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to
the one hope that belongs to Yﬂuf call, one Lord, one faith,
<mebmmwm,mw\mdamkﬁ”%WOLusaﬂh‘moisawwaw&

and through all and in all.t
In the Lordt!s Supper, the Church "places itself ever anew in
the redemptive history of past, present, and future",z and proclaims

history's significance and value "in Christ!. This enables the members

to re-view, in perspactive, the totality of the redemptive

xperience

-

of which they are participants, and to motivate then to express eternal

life at

[6]
£
fude

ts immediate and future-determining locus, the presant,

D. Summary and Conclusion

Paul would not maintain that we are living in the aftermalth
of the climax of history.‘ He would rather find the present, which is
post-death and post-resurrection of Christ to be the point at which
the redemptive history is in focus, full of value and of opportunity.B
The capacity to see this derives by falth from the decisive NOW of all
time when the Event of the (lross and Resurrection took place, establishi

B.Cs and A.D. in sharpest contrast as ways of grasping the meaning and

he forward-moving NOW of

D
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rience is
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measured directly from and is understood by this midpoint in history,

achieving its ultimate value only in the presence of the "life-giving’.
spiri

1. Tphesians L:bL~7.

2. Cullman, op. cite, De 221.

3« Thus Paul differs from Marsh, op. cit., n. 137,138, who leans toward
centering all past, contemporary present, and future, upon th

great fulfillment at Calvery and through the tomb,!



N¥mess of 1ife, thus, 13 a present fact stemming from the

resurrection of Christ. As it is manifested by the corporate Body of

optimistic in that the renewing of the Spirit is both the fulfillment

Aohazy s

ast redemptive history, and the guarantee of fubure culmimation

b

of the reconcilistion. The One who acted in history at its crux is

-

NOW the living Head of the communion of the saints.
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INTERFRETATION,

Payl was vitally coacerned with history as an interoreter of

it from the unique Tvent of the resurrection.
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onse,l man's role thus being defined, Paul's view could
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be described as promise - fulfillment, & descrintion of God's soversign

role in history. To Paul, the compromising factor inhibiting the
fillment 1s human Sin, nob failure to meet the challenge nor ignorance,
For Paul, Cod's purpose in hisbtory is consistent, That is disclosed to
by the supra-national failth-principle by which it iz t¢ be grasped

and by which God thereby is to be known. This rests on the Hebreow

regard for history as & series of theological acts, rather than a
. - . sl - . . .
chronological conmtinuum.c The experience of Abraham in its valid

historical interpretation is applicable to men in relation to Jesus

ES

Christ by way of disclosing beneficial purpose in history. Tae history

of Israel is that of redemption from ZFgypt to the promised land

= LENG.

history of man is that of redemption from sin to fulness of 1ife. Foith

in God as sovereign in historic fulfillment of His purpose is &

L=7

Le Arnold J, Toynbee, Pieter Geyl, and Pitrim A. Sorokin, The Pattorn
of the Past: Can ”c “e+e rrine It?, Boston: The Beacon Préss, 1010,
?16 ,«Q"

2. MYarsh, op. cit., p. 28
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characteristic of the remnant. 4 convergence of the historic antiiheses

(God's sovereignty eand yet the presence of sin) and the unfulfilled

purpose of promise {that thers would come a blessing to the nations
through Abraham) tekes place in history up to the redemptive and

e b S the o Tam of 891 i3 resolved and
revelatory climax in Christ. Here the problem of Sin i3 resolved ar

. . ey . s . - A
the promise is fulfilled at a point in time by & man who was murdered

and raised from the dead by the Spirit of the living God. In this
pattern of promise — fulfillment is the only way by which coherence
of m ;eaHLFg& can be found in history dnclusive of its past and future

The alternative to tacit or real despair in the faceé of the

S

presence of sin and suffering in the world, is hope. Recent histery

has witnessed the funeral to the false hope that men and all things
were inevitably progressing upward toward heaven on earth in the
actuality of the hell on earth unleased by the mind of man in injustice
and in war, Paul bases his understanding of the future on'a living

hope, that of ultimate Yebtemal 1life"., He entertdins hope because to

him there is an ultimacy in the movemenits of history such as to

g,
<

+t &

vindicate the claims which the stonoment and reconciliation in Christ

make. These claims are now held by faith. Hope is the expression of

this falith with respect to human destiny. Hence Paultls concern is noh

upen the vicissitudes which seem to defy the literality of the achieved
fulfillment of {God's) purpese in history but rather with the transit

1. Marsh, op. cit., p. 1h2.



w8

those who have faith., It is the hostility to the Gospel in fact which

seems to Paul to presage its ultimate vindication. It will be an

.

historically terminal vindication and may be anticipated with confident

hope because Jesus, the object of faith as being Lord, will be revealed

openly as such., Then the full dimensions of the Eternsl will be
experienced since man will be completely reconciled to HIM, and the

time-vector will appear as merely one durative element in Him who
#fills the universeh,

Paul sees the time-process - from the breadth of the ages,
down to the immediacy of this day = only by reference to God's purpose

to redeem gnd to reconcile all things to Himself. There is no other

purpose which exisbs, unless Cod be considered as subject to the tinme
process, rather than sovereign over it, and the universe pluralistic,
Thie is not Paul. The cruciality of the time-process is evident not

7
in the past theological events comprising the Kd¢Poc or times of

opportunity. These stand in a succession of anticipatory hope, from

one to the next, looking to the ultimate future a

=

3 depending upon it
for vindication. Nevertheless the time-process is marked by & series

of unrepeatable events, where God acted,

3

he cruciality of the time-process is evident in broad

significance when the entire fact of duration has come to its fulfillment,

v 7
inclusive of the o K¥((?0C  and of the whole time-process,

fods
w

for this

“sacred" and Msecular" history taken together; their significance is
mgde apparent only in the-reality of an integrating center of ultimate
his 1s seen in the person of Jesus Christ in his death and

resurrectlon. Toward him the God of the ages has directed the
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THE MEANING



reparabion fulfilled in him, for God is not of the process

“

it and debermining

The center of meaning has an historical cruciality as I

o

criterion for a before-after whose interpretive value becomes evident

if the words death~life were substibuted for before-after respectively
and if death were seen in a causal connection with sin, and 1ife in &
causal connecticn with Spirit of Cod. It is therefore the hinge on

which history turns. There a vital sense in which each successive

NOW point in time has that same potential value because "now is the day

of salvation“. The absolute value of the contemporary NOW depends

entirely on the "life-giving spirit® Who teaches men to love one another,
making possible Ynewness of life™, To become a {hristian is 4o identifly

pE———

k)

onets own history with that of Christ Jesus and thereby to become a

member of the Body of Christ, regnant with resurrection power, asble to

determine the future by a will free to act in accord with the ultimate
purpose of history. The sure goal of history will simpnly be the

culmination of the reconciliation accomplished at the crogs and in the
resurrection. Of this the Christian is sure because of the immediate
ethical love which the Spirit enzbles him as a "new creature! to DT eS8

in present experience. The relational value of the present with past

and future is dnd e¢eﬂt therefore in the social bond of love, continuously

soverelgnty over s

(3:, kA o A LA L A 9]
Carist's FPody. The sacrament of the Lord's Supper as it is nracticed
in contemporary history is a present affirmation of Zith and hope
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