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I 
I 
I TO HIS PIIILGSOFHY HISTORY 

or 

I 
The Dimension of Salvation in 

I INTEWDUCTION 

I 
In c 1 s philosophy of it beco:-.a.es 

app&rent that he has a very vivid "historical sense, that the time 

I process is of vital importance to ' . . tllS thought. In fact it is 

structurally necessary to the essence of his position and message. 

I is this so? 

I A. of Thought 

I Since God's work in is that of redemption a!1d the 

I recreation of mac'1 spiritually so that he may live, this derives 

tho importance, first, of tracing His 'Nork heretofore; second, of 

I anticipating the outcome of so far reaching a strategy; and 

I 
finally, locating this activity drarc.atica1J.y and pcrvverfu11y in the 

presa'1t by the tactics which it is b carried out. These 

I are tEmporal elements of the salvation of man. They compose a 

line.:1.r, horizontal dimension with the empty cross standing at the 

I fulcrur:J. upon which the destiny of the world is turned and by vvhich 

I 
the cosmic realities are measured. This dimension, the time process, 

I 
I -iv-

I 



I 
I 
I 

c the ex:istantia1, in ;vhich inltuediate 1oelief 

to stand n.al<ecl of tl1at ·¥Yhicl1 

I distinguishes Christianity from philosophy on the one 

hand and on the other, its roots j_n t11e cunulati 

I record of God making Himself knovm to man in the maj_n stream 

I 
of 1n-sl1 1s eY.perierlces: t::Us I{e not on.l:t has done bllt vril.J cul·ninate, 

I significance a1d value, not to mention the purpose a?1d sweep of the 

time Drocess L~ historJ. 

I 'rhe existential that o.f the percept:5.on of ! s 

I 
provisionally d·u.alistic rhilosophical viewpoint (provisiclnal in that 

it is not ultimate though real in experience prec the Day· of the 

I Lord), is protected by the garment - and supportad by the foundation 

history supplies. Conversely it will die of 8Xf:1osure or sink 

I in relativistic quicksa'1ds if lacking that other - the time 

process of history, which is the subject of this thesis. 

I 
I 

B. Temporal Significance 

I 
Basically Paul's view of history dra·Hs its significance .from 

past events which cohere in a :weaning l;y-.lng in fulfillment in the 

I . . 
1. Of the three di'T'.ensions of Paul's th-JU;~;ht one ~ay 

I 
the horizontal timo dime;.1sion; tho vertical, or height-depth 
ex:;;;ressi ve of the zen}.th-na.dir ion of ulti:nate 
and the dimension of proximity o:~ remoteness, of or egress, of 
appropriation or r-e.:j ection; the two latter are interrelated in that 

God, ":-te Trill dra;v near unto you • B that, 
as ifYith , th.s t..rar13cer1de~nce I 
.?er.sonc.l sil1 ar~3 

I revealed to man by =:im. (I Timothy 1: ) 

I 



I -vi-

I it is that faith is the lesson Yfhich he dra-:rs fro:11 the past, 

I faith in Goc as faithful to His es. The of th.ese 

is 

I ence 7vas tr-tlsted as to ;:is es artd rnaie the1n 

I He will yet to inaubQrate the in all 

as takes all o!: the 

I vdtt: full o:~ the r;y·· from the past of tlb.ich 

I 
l1e is ir1l1eritor and of the destiny 1Yl1ich saon be thE,.t of tl1e 

I life is b from day to day. He zes that, 

love is the greatest, because it is net e~1s 

I dimension in the same ':W3.y in faith and a :re, 

I 
because not subject to ti:n.e 1s limited dJ.ration. 'Hith this ethic, c:.s 

Ramsey nc:.s conclusively deelonstrated,l the Chris life is 

I the to It is so beca11se it ts v 

upon the and because it is self-lessly concerned 

I the neighbor. The only way in lo:".re may be knovm is in 

I 
,Jesus Christ who r 'Veals it to man in history. Thus the present as a 

component of history achieves relational val~e to as Tna11 is 

I love Y'('lVealed and t 

and in daily 

I 1 s ti~rno consclO'U.S11ess is of a cruc2~a1 sort in that the 

I 
of the Israelites is fu.lfil1ed in Jesus moreover the 

his second an 

I i:n:.ro.i n e11t event • Tl1e importance of ry is 
. . . . . . 

I l. R&cL.sey, Basic Christian Ethics, r~~ew York: 
1954, p. xi,xiv,.xvii, 151,152,3tl8. 

1 s Sons, 

I 
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I 

takes to re-view Israelite hi c:nd to re-interpret it to 

its larger meani:.1z, 

I etive evidence fror1 the sources in the Old for his 

tl1eses. inclusive covers all all men, all c 

I which tends to place his thought beyond the reach of philosophy of history 

I 
since its premises are in some important '!'Jays from the of 

etic etation 

I af certain events in historyn.l He bases his ovm upon the 

fact that God has been active in and that the e 

I in the life of rna1'1 is consistent, and he cites cases to Drove 

I C. Paull s Vantage 

I Yet, al he is less concerned ·vTl th the of 

I 
history than its c ::_ tation to support the teac in vvt.tic11 he ts ed 

in his sermons and letters, he sees the 'Jvl1ole of ,Jewish history from a 

I nevi elevation. This view j_s from the vantage of the in 

fact the ultimate the crucifi.xion and the R-esurrection Jesus 

I was not an histo as one reporting historical 

I 
e·vents an interpreter of the of the esse.nc 

of his c:.nd his tF'l\:.ion 1 s history. Further, his interest 

I the of e:.KC to the e world, 

both 1.n distance he 1vc~nt into l1istor:r, ar1d in tl1e c 

I tion of e SOllereignt::r o:f th.e ~,~ess~~ah of tl1e cl1oser: p over 

I 
. . . . . . 

1 
-'-• Nevi Yo,rk: Har~er and 

I 
19117, P• 108. 

I 
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all the nations of the world. ons ch 

he saw Ee thereby the beUefB and es based 

on events in t Jr:;sus. saw 

the 

to Jesus Christ, whose ::Ieath resurrection formed the 

}Joint of 

D. Time Process as a Category 

Canon P~chardson has said: 

is not itself a 

c a k category for a 

understa..YJ.ding of the time process ln 

is to a which 

become evident i.n the events of histor<J. One 

is rather 
historical events 1,Yl1icf1 

.gs of 

sophy of histor<J is the 

To seelc p1ll-pose in 

as has 

:maintain that 

key to the design of the Pa.u.l is tl1e deatl1 and resurrectton 

of Jesus st. the time process must be examined to permit 

tllis concept to find its foundation and w enable us to grasp :nore 

this ment when i.t is seen as the intersecting 

time and of God and man, t.11e power of Sin m1to Death and 

the power of Righteousness unto I,ife. 

1. R.icb.a op. cit. , p. l 08 .. 
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I 
I 

ts of 

To ace a 

I of Paul's of approach to history. Cn tb:is basis, is a 

I 
I cor1cern. for the futu.re is ail vector of l1is next 

considered.; Il the relevance of the 

I is s ee:n i.n 1 s pr focus. The scope of this thesis 

I 
not include other dimensions \N~nich vii11 be found in 's 

of history. 1 I-Ii s views of tl-:e process not, ther to 

I cot1sidered as a. c important to a 

of history. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I • • • • f> • 

1. iLnte. p. v. 

I 
I 
I 
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PAUL 1 S MF.JrHOD IN rrHE USE OF liiSTORY 
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CI-LtU~r ER ONE 

OF HISTOF'.Y 

A. Introduction 

Paul's methods are instructive as to his cone ept of history. 

Therefore, these will be considered briefly to show the relevance of 

history to him. There were several varieties of historical outlook 

among the ancient historians of the Graeco-Roman world. Paul - it 

will become evident - differed from these. His perspective for 

interpretation of the past is more than Jewish, however. For one who 

finds in history a pattern revealed, the use of allegory is valid to 

show truths in events which the participants did not discern. Besides 

allegory, and typology, Paul uses the citation of factual data of 

history to convince Jew and Gentile alike of the revolutionary message 

verifiecl by the resurrection. 

B. Varieties of Historical Outlook 

Herodotus gave a record of things vih.ich had happened so 

that th~y would not be forgotten by the passage of time, and so that 

great events would speak their own point for oosterity. The course 

of time is periodic, cyclical, an.d history shows a repetitive pattern. 

'I'hucydides 1 eaves aside the epic and religious features of Herodotus 

in the pragmatic investigations of an unchanging human nature ;,'/hich 

shows itself in the political struggles which to him constituted 

-1-
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occur in history a:nd 

to 

th.e cou.:cse of of a ftlture is 

Jistinct .fron th.e an u.l_tin1.& ~~ <:; !! .1 

up to a 

cie_Cini te end - tl;.s -world do:1inicn of 1-l.oJ-;-,e, but he had no pri 11ary int:;rest 

ir1 tl1e fu.t:11~e c:ts such. pj_stor~r ""Na,3 a n.at cycle of ticaL 

:1.tior1s t the future 

c;: a state. Beca1~so of the rnutabili ty of fortune, tbe chief 

lessons to be drawn frCJm the g1ories c..nd disasters has been 

described thus, nto be mode:':"ate in times of and to bc~orne 

w-ise by the misfortunes of others 11 .,2 -;;mlike these, knew the 

of th,e and~ tl1e future only in so far as Gocl had 1n.ade it 

knovli-'1, accard.irlG to b.is ·will, in th.e 11istor:f of the fJev1~s:n n.atia11 and_ 

in. 1'he God of fathers 1vas above nature 

ar1d 110 c;;rcle of r1atu.re determined liis .soveretgrJ. act,iv~ty. Paul was an 

in.heri tor of tl:.e li:near LTev.rish concept of histor:;r in Yrhich, ratl1er thm1 

purpose of God 1vtich is heing "Worked oat in histo!J'~.3 

f"1 v. 's Christian ectiYe 

P&ul interprets history ln tl-:,e light of the historical event 

1J'Thicl1 gave mear1ing &.'ld purpose tl) l1Ctd zo~ne :Because 

For ,~a·:t1' s \Tic~v of t11at :;_Jurpos(~, post, D. 21 ff. 
Cf. 13 :38,1.,6,!~7. 

'7 
I * 
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o£' the OY c of the death of Jesu.s Cl'1rist and the 

s o i" IIis 's o.f the 

relentless to persecu.te 

those Jesus t·::J be th.e C:!:1r.ist, ~li2.8 

I! ,. ... ,yha ts·\t8r T had (as a ee ar1d . . ..!.. I countE::d as loss 

the scd~e of C.n.ristn.l It may~ well Ce tl1at tht=; Jrer:trs Df solitude 

~1e spent after his C'JnYersi::m were the time when the 

of the revelation him vv·ere real.iz ed. 

D. The Validity of Paul's 

Tl1e ·us , tl1erefore, of s~~1c11. mstho as ego:r~r and 

~vl1m adcied to the docw"'T! .. entatio11 of his vle:rs based on historical 

evidence carefully analyzed, is not nor ::.na.eed 

If it be that God is r }iilY' .. se1f, tb.erl need it~ bG t .. hat !Ie YYill 

do so the scientific method? If so, one must U:at not 

only were some s::..xteen or so centaries - Orig en 1 s all zing 

until the rise of German critic ism - without but that we are 

bett,er able to understa11d the si 

arrogant pos:i.tion to say the least. is in case 

tl:J.at uses all of the al;ove n:ctt:.ods to 

the past. In so , of course, he is as or 

philosopher to use pre\'ious interpr of history as well as the 

events thr::;rns in the record wh:.ch contains both of these sources, 

. ., 

1. Philippians 3:7 ff. Cl'. Galatians 1. (Tte ReviS(':)d 
>Yill be quoted hereafter 11::1less ot:'J.erwise indjcated.) 

Version 
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the Old Testament, and he does so. The historical Event ·which is 

crucial to his interpretation is one for which he c'l.id not resort to 

documents, but rather to the direct evidence of his own experience as 

an eye-vv-l tness .1 This he does not allegorize, for it is this in terms 

of which all else is to be understood. 

E. Allegory 

Besides its use in Pau1 1 s time as a method of interpreting 

human e.rperience, the use of allegory is j u,stified i.n the same way in 

which one professes to see meaning in J:<j.storical. events: 

for there would l e no search for the meaning of histor;r if its 
meaning were manifest in historical events. It is the very· 
absence of meaning in the events themselves that motivates the 
quest.2 

The problem w'nich the allegorical method implicitly seeks to 

resolve is the relation between sacred and profane history, the one 

being far more selective in subject matter than t'le other in the claim 

that this is the only histor;r wnich is finally of significance. It is 

best answered by say:i..ng that the history of salvation 1lincludes all. the 

other stories, inasmuch as it is reflected in them. 11 3 Thus the profane 

ceases to be completely profane, and these events are then open to 

allegorical and. ty-pological interpretation. Paul speaks of the neternal 

power a..-·1d divine nature" as having been discerned as characteristics of 

God, known because Hdiscer.ned mentalJ.yn through the physical creation.4 

1. Acts 9:3-7, 27. 
2 • Lovd th, op. cit. , p • h. 
J. Ibid., p. 185. 

. . . . . . 

4. Homans 1:19-21. (Cf. Mark h:l0-12) 
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Allegory is not fatally distant from this vi&n. 

Paul uses allegory infrequently, however. The one axplicit 

use of the term j_n the Bible is in Galatians 4:22-31. Paul cites the 

record of -t;he origin of the lines of descent from Abraham, one from 

Hagar the servant-girl and the other by Sarah, a free woman a?'ld his 

wife: 

All of which is allegorical, indicating two covenants, one from 
Mt. Sinai t,l-J.at generates slavery and is Hagar ••• It corresponds 
to the present Jerusalem; for it a"'ld her children are in servitude. 
But Jerusalem above is free, ·which is our 1\liother, ••• But you, 
brothers, are, l:i.ke Isaac, children of the promise.l 

Thus Paul identifies the working of (',od 1 s S'piri t and the realization 

of the divine promise •vith liberation from the Law rather than in the 

human effort involved in the attempt to keep the Law as the way to 

please God. rro be sure, once freed from the Law, man is freed for 

the righteousness for wlxich by faith we hopen, cli:rnaxing in 11 a faith 

activated through love11 ,2 and not in the use of that liberty as 11 an 

incentive for the flesh".3 Paul's intention in the use of this 

allegory, drmm upon the pages of Old Testament history, is prirnarily 

to warn against relapse to 1egalism. His use of the incident is 

illustrative rather than an attempt to estab1ish the historic recency 

and particularity of this Legalism, or, on the other hand, of the 

longstanding and ultimate va1idity of free obedience to God. He sets 

out these concepts in Homans 9 and 10 in detail, citing literally the 

historical record to establish his point. 

. . . . . . 
1. Galatians 4 :2lt ff., Berke1ey Version of The New 'l'estament, 

Gerri t Verkuyl: Grand Rapids, Zondervan, """'191-!5• 
2. Galatians 5:5,6. (Ibid.) 
3. Galatians 5:13.' (Ibid.) 

' 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-6-

's sons, in its circwnstances, is revelatory of the contrast 

of the Old and the New Covenants, bringing out the basic fallacy of 

the ritual and purely legal ways of proving ones identity with the 

justified co~<unity, and also the validity of the principle of 

freedom implicit in faith as being the real proof. Paul 1 s exegesis 

is quite sound when 

one it is recognized that the Old Testament is not just histor;v, 
"but sacred histo!"J in which the ultimate end, wl:1:Lch God had in 
view during the long period of self-revelation to a particular 
race of people is foreshadowed in the circumstances and events 
wl:'lich preceded its final realization. In the Old Covenant, in 
other words, was prefigured the shape of things to come.l 

F. Typology 

Paul also uses typological interpretation of histor;v. 'rhe 

Israelites drinking from the rock in the wilderness re..ally were 

drawing refres:r.ment from Him vmo later claimed to be the source of 

the water of Life.2 In spite of the privilege which these people 

enjoyed, the majority were destroyed due to their disobedience. This 

is a permanent truth. Paul calls it an exa..111ple for Christians, a 

lesson, a warning;3 for Christians are subject to the same danger of 

disobedience. 

It becomes evident that it is in the light of the fact of 

Jesus Christ that Paul ernploys his typology. Christ is the One who 

. . . . . . 
1. R.V.G. Tasker, The Old Testament in tl1e l'Jeyv Testament, 

'rhe Westminster Press, 1947, p. 103. 
2. I Corinthians 10:4,5. 
J. I Corinthians 10:6, 11. 
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is foreshadowed in the histocy of the Israelite people. reaches 

back beyond the histOYf of }iloses and the Patriarchs to the accounts 

of Creation. Adam is a type of Jesus Christ, in whom the hu.111an race 

has a new beginning.l E:Ve may be a type of the Bride of Christ, the 

Church.2 Christ is the embodiment of the Passover Lamb, ed 

upon the deliverance which God wrought in Fgypt to free Israel from 

slavery.3 Jesus Christ is the ultimate liberator from the fatal 

impurity of enslavement to sin. The great acts of salvation recorded 

in the Old Testament naturally found their counterpart in the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and moreover their full meaning. 

It is true for Paul that 

this typological fulfillment of the earlier in the later er.hibi ts 
the true meaning of history, and ~~thout such typological interpre­
tation the true historical development of the events themselves 
cannot be understood.4 

The pattern in history is there to be discovered and is not 

imposed because there is a real and vi tal correspondence between the 

circumstances and meaning of the original 1typical 1 event and that 

~nich it is alleged to anticipate.5 This is consistent 1vith the fact 

that there is a meaning and an overarching purpose in a linear historical 

movement, and that this meaning may be perceived by those who have had 

. . l ' t 6 J..u revea __ ea o them. This meaning is one consisting of the realization 

. . . . 
1. Romans 5:1L~, c.md I Corinthians 15:22, Lr5. 
2. II Corinthians 11:2, 3. 
3. I Corinthians 5:7, 8. 
4. Richardson, op. cit •. , p. 190. 
, 5'. Ibid. 
6. Romans 15:4, 5. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-8-

of Ci vine promises as the basis for Hope .. l those 

had formerly considered 1Gain 1 he now as exp ErJ.dable 

as garbage corr1pared to the central importance of Christ, for 

was the fulfillment of the sacred histor::r itself and in 

of all histor-y- .2 

G. Literal Factual Citation 

Finally, Paul uses the facts of history to demonstrate 

basic principles upon the unfolding of the meaning in history 

must be seen. .rUthough Paul uses many means to convince his enc 

or addressees of the truths of the Christian his use of 

the events of history taken literally is an one. In the 

speech at Pisidian Antioch, he ranges through te history, in a 

s:moptic declaration that God had been and had 

just completed His supreme purpose of a tn 

of the Messianic promise.3 He to the national consciousness of 

tfue chosen people.,L which is to him the 

l. 

for th whole 

ma:n.kincl J_s 

vras the cruse Jf l1ost.ili 

Romans 15:7-13. 
EPhesians 1:10. 
Acts :17-25. 

:26-31. 

. . . . . . 

to 

:L~6-47; 17:30-31; 22:12-21; 26:21-23. 

unit in th~e 

c 
-" In fact, that 

I 
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consciousness of the 

of their 

wrd .. ch preached. 

This appeal to non-Christians by the citation of the events 

of sac history was directed to ,J eV~.rish people. His to 

·with their entirely d.ifferent concept of history as being lin1i ted to the 

realm of political affairs, and their cone of deity as 

bound by the limits of the natural b Ring of human 

was simply to declare the Jewish monotheistic belief of the Creator-God 

who is in no 1vay limited by His creation. Dismissing the current views 

of the nature of the time order as something -;,vhich the universal 

prearranged for the purpose that men would seek Him, presumably from 

the evidence in His ordered creation, Paul then injects the 

k e. The past seasons (of ignorance!) God overlooks in the decisi-ve-

ness of the Day - an ultimate e-vent in time - when a U.'li versal 

of the world vdll take e. That, in effect, will terrrinate the 

endless cycle of life because there is suddenly disclosed a purpose in 

history, a telos. The basis for Paulls whole contention is the 11Man 

destined for the task, and wtwm He (God] proved true to everyone by 

raising Him from the dead. 11 1 Paul introduces the w'1ique, unprec 

and determinative ~rent into the endless cycle of Greek thought to show 

it to have a linear direction of mo-vement, whether his aucl:Lence knew it 

or not. 'l'here is indeed something new under the sun1 There is also a 

destiny. 

. . . . . . 
1. Acts 17:22-31. 
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ts use oi .. evidence yJill come in for further 

scrutiny in cha.ptor II, as and demonstrates the historical 

I continuity of the CD.r:istian faith the re1.rela tion~ oi~ 

or to the coming of the rfessiah. 

I 
I 

Conclusion 

I 
Paul's particular historical th&t, of a in 

the line of Israelite sacred histo1~, es him vri th the key Yihich 

I all of l1istor,y is to be He uses allegory, typology, 

the citation the actual historical event - most central of 

I the event of the death and resurrectj en of ,Jesus Christ - to disclose 

I 
the coherent pattern in the march of Jew and e a1ilce out o:f t~1e 

rs>eesses of tl1e past 1nto the era of the purposes of God 

I 
:::liscover in his allego:r,r, in his typology, in use o1, l~.:i.storic 

I evmt lit talce:n, tl1e eleiueTlts of a patter11 and in history 

I 
is co:m.pleted ln 11'A:1o di rose, and will -a 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Clli\PTJ:iR TWO 

PAUL 1 S ANALYSIS OF THE 
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CHAPT ;SR Tv70 

PAUL'S OF 'rHE PAST 

A. Introduction 

Most apparent in Paul's general thought is the universality 

of the gospel message. In this he is reaching out in ever,:{ sense beyond 

the framework of Judaism. His historical premises are quite naturally 

those of the prophets regarding the activity of God in history, but his 

vantage point is that of the climactic and crucial coming of the Christ 

in human history just past. He is shown in this chapter to affirm his 

competence to interpret all of the ancient a."ld recent acts of God in 

history. By the construction of the evidence from history in its moral 

significance, it wllJ. be seen that he finds support .for its convergence 

in the historic person of Ghrist. The basic principle of understanding 

is seen to be Faith. The basic structure of history is evident in 

promise and fUlfillment. 

B. Premise for Interpreting History 

Paul was a..'1 interpreter of historj'. To be sure that with 

which he is concerned is not international or world history such as to 

show Paul to be primarily an historian, or philosopher of history. But 

that with which he was absorbed was the one history in ·which such a 

thing as purpose or goal could occur at all, and in which there 

be such a thing as a unique event.l Not only does this :make one 

. . . . 
l. Chr-lstopher R. North: 'I'he Old Testament Interpretation of History, 

London, The Epworth Press, 1946, fn. p. 19, 160. 

-11-
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of those who helped to the concept of history tb 

are accustomed in the western world, but the premises which he shared 

viith fellow-believers in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, are vital 

to the whole idea that there is an open future for the time-process and 

the destiny of man, - that such a thing as fulfillment i.s possible and 

that there is meaning and structure in :history. That this is not 

universally experienced (i.e., apart from the God of the Covenant) is 

not surprising. It is no more surprising than to expect such a concept 

as the linear view of history to arise naturally from the cycle of 

nature. The fundamental prewise of sacred :bistor:J is that God is taking 

the initiative in history in redemptive activity. 

•• the Jewish prophets alone were radical 'philosophers of history' 
because they had, instead of a philosophy, an unshakable faith in 
God 1 s providential purpose for his chosen people ••• only the JEnvs 
are a really historical people, constituted as such by religion, 
by the act of the Sinaitic revelation.l 

C. The Christian S}~opsis 

This Paul shared, but he went b &Jond that cow.mon ground, as 

did the other New Testament evangelists. For them the whole panorama 

of the people of Israel and all the events of their 'sacred history' 

as a nation are 

foreshadovrings of the greater and final salvation given in the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus, apart from which they have 
themselves no abiding sigr1ificance and are not fully comprehensible.2 

. . . . . . 
1. Loviith, op. cit., p. 194. 
2. Tasker, op. cit., p. 16. 
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this ve vias 

because of the attitude of Jesus. 

Tl10 

had 

ir1 the 
tl1.e past; 

Yfere ne'lrer to 
each yielded to Hire et.'l 

e, llpon ·w·hich ile drevv 

He 

li1<e and • He oenetratE:-:d the 
rather than a compilation.,r 

that knowledge of God's 'redemptive acts•, as ell as the 

of th~~ -God's ' vrords' the prophets.,2 

Yet for Paul, as for tl1e otl1ers, it -vvas tl1e of this 

in Jesus which gave to it its truth and 

mome:n.tously so in the event His resurrection 

D. to Consistency,, 

The whieb Paul is seeking to establish is that the 

message fa~c vv~nich l1e is an is authentic. proof of +' . vi1lS 

to be seen in its consistenC;)' viith the b.istoric activ-ity God as 

re.prese:n.ted by the past int of that activity in the 

is 

the Testament, and 1n the divine authentication vrho so 

completely fulfilled God's purposes persona~ly. 

1. 
2,. 

The Christ-event at the 
illuminated by the Old 
has first rec its light 

. . . . 
from e Co11c ernir.tg I-lims e1f, p. 65 

• Bowrnan, Prophetic and the Gospel, Philadelphi<:~, 
.Pres_s_,.....,l"9:r::, 75""3',-p-• .....,""l""--·-----..:...:......:..:.:...:..;;;. 

13:29-37. 
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It is in this way that the redemptive history can be understood as a 

whole. The past process from the Creation to the coming of Christ,is 

a redemptive process, and in the cowing of Christ we are provided with 

this nevv feature, that 11we are told that this entire event to the 

Creation is to be interpreted from that mid-point. ul Thus Paul may 

write that a veil has lain over the :Mosaic writings and continues to 

do so for those who do not interpret from Christ. 

He disayows any error or insincere motive in his teaching.2 

To the Galatians he refers to the ministry God has hi1n to the 

Gentiles as compared with that given to Peter for the Jews, a...'1.d when 

the Jews in Pisidian Antioch repudiated the interpretation of sacred 

history as being fulfilled in Christ Jesus with a total forgiveness of 

sin (vvhich the Law of Moses was not competent to accomplish) he could 

confidently cite Isaiah 49:6 and turn to the Gentiles, as one obe<.{ing 

the true intention of the God of all nations.3 He writes to Timothy, 

reminding him of the Sacred S:::riptures (the Old Testament) whose 

centrality to salvation is not the least dLninshed by the coming of 

Christ .. but rather is the proper means by which one is to be "made 

vvise unto salvation11 through faith in Jesus Christ,4 warning 

false teachers. 

. . . . . . 
l. Ibid., p. 130. 
2. I Thessalonians 2:3-6. 
3. Acts 13:h6. Isaiah 49:6 - "I have set you for a light of the 

for salvation to the ends of the earth. 11 

4. II Timothy 3:13-17. 
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It is in the nrst chapter of Homans, however, that his 

consciousness of his place in redemptive histor,r is most clearly 

stated. He considers himself set apart for the Gospel which God had 

promised through the prophets. He supports the validity of the claim 

that the prordse was concerning God 1 s Son by noting t.~e 

genealogy of Jesus< and the open manifestation of His divinity by 

power demonstrated in the resurrection.l This citation is made as of 

historic fact, and it is his privilege to be appointed as one bound to 

the task of setting forth this central and pivotal truth in terms of 

which, as he proceeds to say in subsequent chapters, the whole creation 

is to find the disintegrative effect of the age-long problem of sin 

itself finally overcome, and all men able to look ahead with Hope and 

live in Love. 

E. The Construction of Historic Evidence" 

Wri U.ng to Christians, in his epistles, Paul employs historical 

evidence as essential to the true understanding of the course in 

God has been desiring His purpose in history to be understood. 

presupposes the basic proble'll - as Paul in the organization of his 

thought in Romans explicates - to be the need to understand: and the 

cause for misunderstanding. For him, whatever view of history he has 

it will certainly not be purely hu,'llanist in form or content, for 

. . . . . . 
1. Romans 1:1-6. (Cf. EPhesians 3:1-6 11 ••• my insight into the 

of Christ which V'iES not made knmm to the sans of men in other 
generations as it has now been revealed ••• 11 'rii th Acts 26:22.) 
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ems turr1 the truth of God into a l:i.e..J-

l 
-' . e historic em of sin., 

:.cs not naive of evil.2 J1s 

out, 

·r~~le i:J.carnation is not so essential to as is 
Sj_11 is tll.e principle pro'b1ern. of 1nan, not lack of 
all have sinned, and the wisdom the vmrld is foo1i 

Paul Is pessi.xnism man, morally speaking, is clear. 

tl:ere i.s :r1o :!istin.cti:-;lJ.; since aJ_l ~nav-e sinned a:nd 

1 o'~', G _, nL g_,_ory _ ou... , 

preached to the Greeks at Athens the and 

event o:' the resurrection of Jesus as evidence, the Greeks did not 

:merely reject a HebreN concept of the time-process in histo~t'J.,5 er 

the Judaizers si:'T'.ply take offense at the cone of a crucified 

of histo The rejection of the Gospel of salvation 

Gross is due to the lure of even the highest development of human 

to fathom the vdsdom of God, vrhich is a v-risdom 

this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to ~ss .,7 
, ... 

is pe:cvasive in the presentcflwV, orage. It seems to 

. . . . . . 
Kerr," ervations on the Christological Core of 

Paul's VieN of History, 11 The Gordon Ef'N, Vol. I, No. L~, Dec. 1955; 
a quarterl:;r b:;r t:C1e w.e1nb,3rs oi' trJ.(? c facult~y·, eel. 

2. 
3. 

'7 
I • 

L1oycl F. De-21!_, p. 133 
esians 6:12. 

F.H. Tho 
ethics, 
Honar1s 3:22. 
Acts 17:30-32. 
I Corinthians 1:18-25. 11For the word of the Cross is 

" .. . . . 
I 

to 
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usage he makes of the conjunction of the terms ent11 and 11 age11
• He 

reminds Titus that Christians are nto renounce. ••• and 

to live 
... '..... } l:ives in this 1/V'V tJ/(.W'JI" 11 , and tells T:imothy of Demas 

who has deserted him because "in love -.,dth In the 

letter to the Galatians, he to the historic ·work of Christ, #Yho 

Hgave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil 

::lCCOr•::u'"n? tv~ the ""l.-11 of o·llr Goa.111 .3 'T'hl·~ ~g~ +hen l·s 0Vl'r'l,~ntly t'nat ~ - ~ V< -. - .l. ;::, ct t:;' v - ' '-' ~"- • '1 

limited period between Creation and the '1eschato1ogica1 and thus 

is identical with the 'present' age, 1 this 1 age11 .. L 

discerns that this condi-tion is due to an historical or 

perhaps a sequential means by ·which something which is in its nature 

not purely tempora15 has been introduced into the fabric of man's 

is no ed 

thinking on the question of sin's origin11 , 6 there is nothing dubious in 

'::o understand:ing of way in 1ihich sin in history came about, to 

~vYhich .. A.ndrevrs himself refers.: 

ilhether Paul looked upon Adam as an historical 
to say with certainty. Very probably he d:id. 
a c vrrongness as belonging to humanity 
of one wtw represents humanity on e 

. . . . . .. 

1. 'l'i tus 2 : 13 • 
2. II Timothy h:lO. 

person it impossible 
any rate he z 

and traced it to an act 
:;Jlane .. 7 

J. Galatians l:h. Other si::nilar references: Ephesians 2:2, 6:12. 
if. G'ullrr:an, op. cit., p. 1.;.8. 
5. Ephesians 2:2. rtthe ways of this world system, co~1trolled by the 

e of the aerial powers, the •• 11 

6. -~ias tbdrevvs, The Meaning of Christ for Paul, New York, 
Cokesbury, 1949, p. D. 

7. ' p. 94. 
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I 
He adds that this is rooted in the ancient concept of solidarity 

I "according to which mankind is rc;garded as a corporate body which 

I 
acts and suffers in the person of its representative •• ·"· Trds Paul 

discusses in Rorae.ns .5:12 ff in connection with the work of Christ, 

I the last Adam, who reverses the whole sweep of the history of this age 

in principle by overcoming Sin. Paul details the process of devolution 

I in history from God at the very outset of the letter to the Roman 

I 
Christians.l Original knowledge of God 11 ever since the creation of the 

world faded through ingratitude and dishonor shown Him. Knowledge 

I yielded to speculation. Speculation, to the darkness of self-deceit. 

From this ensued the removal of divine restraint against Sin in man 1 s 

I life, vii th consequent moral depravity. Just as sin is universal and 

I 
equally its consequences, so the pervasive effect is not by any means 

limited to Gentiles.2 E\ren the nation vvith the unique history (God's 

I redemptive activity) is culpable. 

Sin is the historic problem of wan, as to his understanding 

I of divine purpose in his history, and thence as to his ethical practices. 

I 2. Abraham 1 s experience of faith. 

I 
Paul maintains that the essential principle by which God's 

purpose in history is to be grasped is faith. He does not approach 

I the matter in an ideal or philosophic way, but employs historical 

evidence to uphold this as the consistent pattern of response 

I promise and fulfillment are linked together into experience. 

. . . . 
I 1. Romans 2:9, 10. 11 ••• the Jew first and also the Greek11 • 

2. Romans 1:18-2:10. 

I 
I 
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response is determinative for the proper interpretation of the redemptive 

. +-l 1 process J..n v..Lme. 

Paul uses the record of Abraham as it stands examining it to 

interpret his historically four1dational e.xperience for what it really was. 

Abraham believed God and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness. 2 

He cites the interpretation of this principle wJ:1ich David recorded, 

as though to show that David is conscious of the importance of this 

experience of Abrah&~, though this David does not say explicitly. 

Paul critically exa"T.ines the circumstances of the incident so as to 

show that it was not on account of the works of Abraham nor for the 

benefit of the circumcised Jewish nation that Abraham was considered 

righteous. The historical chronology of the event demonstrates that 

the vrillingness of Abraham to believe the promise of God that he would 

have innumerable descenda11ts, even in the absence of a promised heir, 

was the reason he was considered righteous.3 It also shows that the 

circumcision followed as a sign of the Covenant which God extended; 

so· that the faith-principle is anterior to the establishment of the 

chosen people and of the very Covenant which was such a 

concept and structure in Israelite history. 

Abraham's historical experience of trusting God 

again in the case of Isaac. Abraham 1 s trust was j to 

the test, as Paul takes for granted)~ The nature of 

. . . . . . 
1. 'l'itus 1:1-3. 
2. Ro:rrans 4:3. 
3. Romans 4:1,2; Cf. Genesis 15:1-6; and 17:1-11, 16. 
4. .a.omans 4 : 16-19 • 
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in the v:ray Abraham 11kept hoping in faith when hope ',vas gonetf, in 

whom finds consistent in His ways of making 11 the dead to live 

and calls into existence what has no beingn.l 

The important rr~tter to Paul in both cases is the morally 

different valuation placed on Abraham specifically because of his 

confidence in the purpose of God in histor-.t .2 This confidence, to 

as freely opened up to disoriented and sinful man - and the realization 

or actual in the framework of the ultimately Real, God. To have this 

confidence is to know that God is just, and that there is ultimate 

harmony in the pattern of His-Story, of salvation.3 He brings his 

interpretation of this key part of sacred history to sharp focus at 

the end of the fourth chapter by saying4 

This, however was not wri tte.<•J. for him alone, nrt v1as accredited 
to him, 11 but for us as well, to vvhom it will be accredited as 
believers in Him who raised from the dead our Lord Jesus, who was 
handed over on account of our misdeeds and was raised by reason of 
our justification. 

Paul 1 s inference is that where the principle of faith is lacking, 

disorientation from God renains. Therefore, the distinction of 

nationality- Jewish from Gentile- is not determinative, whereas that 

of faith versus pursuit of legal minutiae is determinetive • .5 The 

1. 
2. 

. . . . . . 
Ibid. 
Ibid. So that the promise could be guaranteed to all who have faith. 
Abraham hoped believing that what God promised would be realized. 
H.omans 4:2 0-2Lf. 
Roms.ns 4:23-25. 
Galatians 3:6-9. In the verses irn.rrediately preceding, 
to the incorning of the Spirit by means of faith on the part 
hearers. is intimately connected vd th ''justification11 , 
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distinctions rr.s.de are shifted to a different and a universal plane. 

Paul returns again to the patriarchal experience, in writing 

to those in Galatia, and to the centrality of the .faith-principle with 

respect to the breach l'llh.ic h is being made in the universal sinfulness 

of mac"l.l In so doing, Paul has reached back be-yond the !tosaic frame 

of reference which to him is ftuJ.damentally parenthetical in the purposes 

of the Lord of Ristor,y: 

This is 1Nhat I mean: the law, which ca:ne four hundred and tbirty 
years aftervvard, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by 
God, so as to make the promise void.2 

Marsh points out the great significance of the Exodus experience to 

recorded Israelite history .3 Moses interpreted these experiences 

normatively as the means by -vvi:1ich history was rightly to be interpreted, 

based upon the revelation of God c.nd the redemptive acts of God, 

including those antecedent to Sinai.4 Paul does represent these events 

as fulfillment,5 symbolized in the sacraments, but it is far more 

significant to him that this entire Law dispensation was actually 

somewhat of an interregnum. He inquires, nwhy then the Law? 11 and 

answers, 11 'lvas added because of transgressions, till the offspring 

should come to whom the promise had been made ••• n6 

Having demonstrated the universality of' sin in the experience 

of' both Jew ar.d Gentile, and the contingent character of' the and 

. . . . . . 
l. Galatians 4:3-6. 
2. Galatians 3:17. 
3. John Marsh, The Fulness of Time, London, Nisbet[<,. Co., 195'2, p. • 
4. Marsh, op. cit., p. 58. 
5. I Corinthians 5:7; 10:1-4. 
6. Galatians 3:19. 
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shovm the priority o>'' the of faith to the 

of tl'1e Israelite nation in ?a11l surns 11p ti1e pur_pose in~ 

as by tthe records thus: 

But the all to that what was 
to those who 

That which 'was is the gift of the Spirit. This will be 

disct1ssed in Here is evident the vva:l in vrhich 

breaks the particularism w'nich characterized Judaism. The 

of that sacred history is in Jesus as 

the universal for Hthose viho believen. Its is realized 

only the e of faith in Him. It has been noted that the 

of views of history arise from a fai • 2 Tl!is sort of 

response to God's promise is the valid basis for divine purpose 

in history which would be in a historical fulfillment,3 and 

it is se1y this vi'lich shmYs from the H mi.d-point'l -

God 1 s sovereigT1ty is reaffirmed over all the nations, over 

Jew and Greek a"ld the unity of hi 

. . . . . . 
1. Galatians 3:22. 
2 .. :Kerr, op. cit., p. 133. 
3. With respect to this e-fu1fi1lment seql1ence, both 

ar1d Marsh are t, each in s 
op. cit., p. 157 says, have their 

e in any apprehension or explication but the fundar.1ental 
biblical categox:-y, •,ve be1ieve, is that of 1 fulfillment'. n 
op. cit., p. 135, says the relationship betv>een the Old 
historical process and the Hu:nique, once-for all event of the 
mid-point" meaning for redemoti ve ·bisto FJ when it is 
conceived in a t time sense as a r between 
and fu lfi 11m en t. u 
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I 
as 11 the of uni.versal morali tynl is convincingly established. 

I The unique record of God acting redempt:Lvely in histor::r is disclosed 

I to be one whose car1ce vfas to be m.easured ~from the begin11ing of 

h~~an history and the pivotal and determinative experience of 

I rather than to be limited to the national bondage in ~~g'JPt and the 

granting of the Law through Moses at Sinai. of this could be 

I properly understood from the elevated perspective of faith in the 

I 
fulfillment of redemr;tion in Jesus Christ. The question irmnediately 

arose that if this ·were true, what of the consistency of God whose 

I purpose could be questioned in permitting the rejection of Jesus Christ 

I 
by the majority of the very people whose experience was so essential 

to proper understanding of this very fulfillment in history. 

I 3. The consistency of purpose in history. 

I 
In the ninth through eleventh chapters of Eomans, 

constructs a lengthy argument so as to vindicate the consistency of 

I God in light of the rejection of Jesus by the majority of the Jews. 

This argurnent is based upon a series of interpretations of historical 

I incidents. The question as to whether God had not failed in His purpose 

I 
is answered negatively, mainly by affirming the sovereignty of God in 

and over the affairs of men in histor-y. 

I 'I'he promise came to the select Israel, yes, but Abraham's 

seed is a lineage of faith. Historically, Isaac was a child born out 

I of God 1 s covenant with a believing Abraham2 unlike Ishmael was 

I 
. . . . . . 

1. North, op. cit., p. 72. 
2. 9:8. 

I 
I 
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I 
born not of faith. 'I'he process of selection continues the revelation 

I to of her sons God would give priority to ,Jacob, the yott.1'1e;er 

I 
one. sees, according to an empirical historical of 

the fact that God has selected the Hebrewsl as Jacob 1 s heirs. 

I God's sovereignty is affirmed in the role hostile Pharaoh 

I 
I 
I 

'\I l 
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played. .Although he had an elevated position and power, yet in God 1 s 

vii th him, the more he hardened his heart, the more clearly was 

God's porver seen by all for that very reasonl Yet conversely, this 

clear demonstration of God 1 s sovereignty does not warrant the inference 

that God is capricious or unjust for - again historically - God has 

shown great patience with those deser-ving of destruction, and also a 

great benevolence even to the Gentiles.2 

He quotes Isaiah 1 s affirmation that God will surely leave a 

renmant to be saved despite what the people deserve, a viev• he holds 

evidently by a vi tal hope in the purpose of God for the nation combined 

vdth the empirical examination of the past.3 Paul denies that God has 

broken with the continuity of His Story of salvation by rej His 

people, but holds that as in the time of Elijah so also in the current 

rejection of the Messiah Hi::nself, there is a remnant of those V'lho have 

., . ). 
faith in God and in His sa.1.vatlon.<+ 

The role of the Jewish people, God 1 s chosen, the uniquely 

historical people, is, then, one of being the medium for the 

drama of salvation consummated in Christ risen from the dead. 

l. Roma'ls 9:13. Cf. Malachi l :l-3. 
2. Romans 9:22, 23. 
3. Homans 9:27, 29. 
4. 11:2-5. 
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describes the place of' the Je-·us in history as one of pr:\.vilege since 

were entrusted viith the oracles of God. This does not exempt 

them from the universal fact of sin and its disintegrating effect .. 

There is no room for pride, national or religious, since all are made 

right with God by faith in the same way.l The Jews had mistaken the 

contingent for the ultimate in their valuation of legal moral uprightness 

over the .taith-principle and in the exclusiveness 'Nhich denied to the 

nations the promised blessing which was ro come through their sacred 

histo:ry.2 In every place where Paul preached to JEJW"s recorded in the 

book of the Acts, t.he JE!'Ns rejected Jesus for the most part,3 from the 

common people up to King Agrippa,Lr even as their leaders in Jen1salem 

had done.S 

This general rejection, however, makes possible the enrichment 

of the rest of the world, as the message is thereby directed ro those by 

whom it was not initially to mve becm received. 6 Of course at one 

all were on a par. 7 Adam sinned and death came to all thereby. In 

this God showed restrai.nt from severe judgment 

so that He rnight make knovm the wealth of His glory to the 
recipients of mercy, whom previously He prepared for glory.,. 
even from among the J e-~rs but also from among t.he Gentiles. 8 

. . . . . 
l. Romans 3:19-30. 
2. Romans h:l3-l6; 11:28. 
3. 13:46; 11.~:2,19; 17:1-5; 18:6,13; 21:28; 22:21,22. 
4. Acts 26:19-28. 
5. :26-31. 
6. Romans 11:11,12. 
7. Ante., p. 16-18. 
8 • Ro-o.a ns 9 :2 3, 2 4. 
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believes that just as the Jews through whom God v·ras preparing 

salvation in Christ were not spared in tl:1eir rejection of Him -vi:1en He 

ca'Ile, so even more former Gentiles ·will not be spared should they not, 

in the Jight of this, hold to the kindness of God's grace of salvation 

by faith. 'l'here is yet the hope that the Jm'm -vri.ll be saved when the 

universaUty of the message of reconciliation has come full circle.l 

'l'his paradoxical way of God's wisdom, ·which - since all are regarded 

equally· as sinners - places all, Je-vv along v'lfl th Gentile, in the position 

of needing fu e mercy He freely offers, can only elicit ?aul 1 s amazed 

praise.2 He concludes his letter to the Romans, his most historJ-laden 

writing, and, significantly, theologically his most important, by 

ascribing to God a sum:mary of praise. In this we are able to perceive 

his strone; sense of the consistency of the Sovereign Lord of time 

the nations in working out His purpose in history: 

Now to Him who is able to strengthen you in agreement Y-ri th my 
Gospel, even the proclaiming of Jesus Gr..rist, which involves the 
revealing of the secret, that after the silence of many cent~ries 
has now been disclosed by order of the eternal God a11d by means of 
prophetic Writings is made knovm, so that all the gentiles shall be 
led to obedience of faith, - to the only wise God, through Jesus 
Ghrist, to Him be the glory forever and ever, Amen.3 

In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul shows what the 

essential object of faith should be - the foundation of the whole 

message w'nich he proclaims. The real events of which he has been an 

eyewitness, along vd. th the other Christians who preceded him, are the 

1. Romans 11:19-27. 
2. Romans ll:JC-36. 
3. Romans 16:25-27. 
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O.L and resurrecti in full 

the sc The resurrection w-as a real historical fact. had 

met the risen em the road to Da'1ascus. He this to 

a led ci tati.cn of tl"ts ~'Ji trl9SS es ~ -~ thr:; e~ver~t just after it 

s out 

But if is not rais then your faith is futile; 
is more, those -v~l1o have 

you are 

As 

sti1l in your 
in Christ are 

sirls, 
lost. 

nmv can it be shovm how s:i.J1 and redemption, wh.:'.ch c 
the theme of all the proc<3ss, ma1;:e nec·:>ssary from the outset this 

_L'J::tocess, vrl1ich has as its ar1 
in_ a time 

tl1e 

The resurrection is 

F. anc..1 

the history of sal vat ion breaks out upo:1 the 

cor:193 as a rnessage of faith i11 a Goclvd.1.ose purposes are 

in the historical continuum of e of 

such the universal of in ) and in 

, :Lnt acts of God 

in the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Ghrist. This 

purpose of God in the 

. . . 
:1-$!,11.;; also Acts 13!}1. 

15: ,18. 
p. 136. 

of 

eted 

" 
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The historical nature of this 1 rrj_dpoint', of this • •, of this 

climax, is to Paul of transcendent importa.YJ.ce, for Jesus 

the divine process of selection has reached its quintessence, "For in 

J:1j_m dwells the whole fulness of the deity bodily" .1 

••• when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son 
of Y;'Oman, born under the law, to redeem ••• 2 

The point of view that redemptive histor,y presents is indeed 
found in tr,e Old Testament, but nevertheless only in a preparatory 
way; it can be constr~cted into a and complete 
in the light of the fulfillment which has already taken place in 
time, in the death and resurrection of Christ.} 

* • • • • • 

1. Colossians 2:9. 
2. Galatians 4:1-1,5. 
3. Cullman, op. cit., p. 59. 
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PAUL'S CONCEPJT FOR THE FUTURE 
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THREE 

PAU1" 1 S CONCERN FOR 'I'H:E FUTURE 

I 
I 

A. Introduction 

Paul 1 s cone ern for the future based in the conviction that 

I therein lies the culmination of the reconciliation accomplished in 

I Christ. His basis for understanding this event is his faith in the 

God who raised Jesus Cr..rist from the dead as the ll first-fruits of them 

I that sleep", and this is expressed as Hope in the completion of the 

I 
redemptive process. The future is discussed in connection vd th the 

final resolution of history, and temporal elements are introduced by 

I Paul mainly as presaging that Ehd. The Ehd its elf is a or event 

of u..11precedented nature whose uniqueness is contingent to that of the 

I death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. trj_s ultimate point, 's 

I 
time sense does not appear pronounced, due to the inadequacy 

of sequential U..."'lderstanding to comprehend the unveiling of existential 

I Reality, the fulness of God. 

I 
B. Basis for Understanding the Future 

I 
It is at the midpoint of redemptive history that the basis 

for the understandin8 of the future is found.l Redemptive history is 

I not oriented about the end of history.2 Rather, it has been 

in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This means therefore 

I . . . . . . 

I 
1. c·ullman, op. cit., p .. 107. 
2. Bovrrnan, op. cit., p. lC)S. 

I 
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the introduction of a vital, Hope into histoFf in of the 

despair due to the pervasiveness of Sin, and its 

God ••• saved us and called us ••• in virtue of his o~m purpose ••• 
through the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, -who 
death and brought life and im.mortali ty to light the 
r;os·ne1 1 
5 l-' ..~... 

Although is deeply concerned over the universal 

cance of the past fulfillment of the hope of the Israelite nation in 

Jesus Christ, and the identification of tl1is with His resurrection 

the dead, may be seen vfuen he addresses the crowds in Jerusalem, 

and on subsequent occasions when on trial,2 yet the fact remains that 

the hope is still forward-looking. But whereas in Judaism in 1 s 

time was only hope, in the New 'Eestament, and in 

Paul as well, "resurrection hope and resurrection faith are closely 

associated" .3 The life of the Spirit has come to Paul by faith as the 

fulfillment of the hope of the fathers, so that he describes as nsons 

of God11 those led by the and yet the adoption as sons, the 

nredemption of the bodyfl, is still to be.h 

For in this hope we are saved. Now hope tffi t is seen is not hope. 
For who hopes for what he sees? Bu,t if we hope for what we do not 
see, we wait for it with patience.S 

. . . . . . 
1. II Timothy 1:9,10. 
2. Acts 22:1-22, and also 23:6 ••• 11with respect to the hope and the 

resurrection of the dead I am on trialn. Cf. Acts 24:15 
he refers to the hope of general resurrection, and 26:6,22,23, 
Yfuere he connects the hope to the resurrection of Christ. 

3. Cullman, op. cit., p. 23b. 
4. Romans 8:23. 
5. Romans 8:24,25. 
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The full realization of the life of the Spirit, be a:ttained 
, 

only in the resu::crection.-' 'I'his is a prospect 

to present experience.2 

We are jm.>tif'ied by faith, and so are at peace vvi th 

On this basis, Paul says, Hwe rejoice in our hope of the 

of God ••• and hope does not disappoint us because God 1 s love has been 

pcured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit •• n3 expectations for 

the future rest in the past Event of the Christ and in the present 

experience of the Spirit. Thus he says: 

••• much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For 
if vvhile we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be 
saved by his life.4 

In preaching to the Athenians, he stressed the moral purpose 

in history 

because he (God] has fixed a day on which he will judge the world 
in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he 
has given assurance to all men by raising him from the dead.5 

Bu.t his dominating and determinative thought always is 11 Christ and 

him crucified!!, which is the povrer of God and the lJiiisdom of God. 

For ' 
the center of time is not in the ob,j ect of hope but rather in an 
already occurred historical fact. This then means that the hope 
for the future can now be supported by fa:i,.th in the past, faith 
in the a1ready concluded decisive battle.6 

. . . . . . 
1. Romans 8:11. 
2. Kennedy, op. cit., p. 271, scussing II Corinthians 5:1-8. 
3. Homans 5:1-$. 
4. Romans 5:9,10. 
5. 17:31. 
6. Cullman, op. cit., p. 87. 
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For of Jesus st 

in the the fttture resu.rrection becomes an as 

but a sure expectation. Hope therefore is the basis 

on the future. 

This is confident in the consi 

sovereignty of God, the, t ur .. e vrho to 

c at the day of ,Jesus when the dialectic of 

st is to the 

ry of God the Father11 .2 

c. 

1,S not 

all an 
hurries to its c;oal for reunion vri th Jesus ••• 

to his body before the Resurrection is quite inch 

and 
that 

One may detect this long raYJ.ge concern for the future when he says: 

So whether we are at home (in the bo ely} or [from the body J. 
'ire make it our aim to e htm. For we li1U3t all b 
the judgment seat of Christ ••• ~ 

discussion of the e.:,-ctent of the future is for 

chi of -t.'le tern:.inus itself, whenever it may be. 

'J:he l)est e'1ride:nce for this is from a c 

?auline co:nc Lhe culmination of history. 

. . 
1. PhiJ.ippians 1:6. 
2. I'hilippj_ans 
3. H 

.c. 

3 



I 
I 
I 1. e of the 1 s return .. 

outlook, any of 

I tual forces in any direction seemed to presage the of the 

1 and this also cbaracterizes In hrs first, letter to the 

I 
' 

d the opposi t:ton to the and the 

' I 

I Of~~ of God -which ais to comeH in one, but vmich 11has come 

' I 
upon thern. forer\rerH in t~ne seco~d t:> {'6~ is an 

I ica .. l terrn a11d is here tied to the spiritual hostility 

I 
God. Evil forces have j"nt'Jnsified by the t:iJne he vrrote II .. 

the 

I increased of persecut.io.n disobedience of their opponents.. In 

the midst of these thoughts occurs such a passage as this: 

I •• to grant rest -wi. th us to you who are afflicted, when the 
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven vvi th his m:i.ghty 

I 
in fire, inflicting vengeance ••• when he comes on that 
day to i:;e glorified in his saints •• 3 

So for Paul a1so, the move'T:ent of events seemed to portend the coming 

I of the last very soon, perhaps even in his ovm life. "I mean, 

I 
brethren, the appointed time has grown ver-y short •.• 114 While this is 

evident in his earlier letters, he soon needed to correct misconceptions 

I as to the imminence of the Day.5 the expectation of its 

imminence seems to recede in II Corinthians, it revives in .Romans.6 

I . . . . . . 
1. Bowman, op. cit., p. 50. 
2. I Thessc.lonians 1:10; 2:16. 
3. II Thessalonians 1:7-10; others include I Thessalonians 3:13, I 

L1-: ~ •• nthen we who are alive ••• shall be caught up •• ", 4-6,23 .. 

I h. I Corinthic:ms 7:29,31. 
5. II Thessalonians 2:2. 
6. Romans 8. 

I 
I 
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..,. · h 1 -'-t to th~' ~l~e~..: ans ana' to th P Colo"'-SJ'ans the center of ..t.n L._.e ..... ev ors , -~ Jc{Ju,;;:>.L -· ,,_ ---- - ~ - -

attention is not on tl:le end of history so much as the Body of Christ 

in the present world and Christ her exalted Lord, and discussion of 

) i / 
the fu.ture is comprehended in the basic and inclusive term e'All"c.S' , 

or Hope.l In Philippians, Kennedy feels that there is evidence that 

the two elements of irr111inent expectation in their lifetime and of his 

ovm death prior to a later coming of the Lord are both present, so 

that there is a blend of the two.2 Yet even in the early letter to 

the Thessalonians, professes as to tl1e vvorth of 

/ ....... 

representation of the XfO"l" z.<~"V and l<ciC.f wv sine e nyou yourselves know 

tb.at it ;,rill come a thief in the night11 • .3 In the second letter 

to them, he deliberately tries to explain tJ:la t certainty is not 

destroyed if ten1poral in11linence should be postponed. 

The merging into one another of the concepts of imminence and 
certainty was a feature of Hebraic thought ••• (aYJ.d) once history 
has been fulfilled in the Cross and Resurrection, the condi t:ions 

I 

for its end were unceasingly establ:ished.Ll-

Paul cautions the 'l:hessalonians against the opposite dangers of 

and ecstacy, both being expressions of irresponsibility in 

the Day of the coming. 

But since we belong to the day, let us be sober and put on the 
breastolat.e of faith and love and fo~J. a helmet the hope of _--__ , ' 

salvation.5 

Neither Paul nor the New Testament is interested much in 

apocalyptic schemes or in timetables. 6 

. . . . . . 
l. Colossi&YJ.s 1:5,23; bphesians 1:18; L:4. 

to 

2. Ken~nedy, OI)• cit., p. 163,164. Cf. F)hilip.pia.11.s 1:23, and 1:6 vdth 
3:ll. 

3. I Thessalonians 5:1,2. 
L. :Marsh, op. cit., p. 136. Cf. Kennedy, op. cit., p. l?l. 
5. I Thessalonians 5:8. 
6. T. 0 reiss, 11Vision of History in the New Testarnenty 

::'telit;ion, Vol. No. 3, July, 1950, p. l6lt. 
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The rea.son for this is that 

I 
The end r i<EAtH-:) is no longer an unknowr1 future 
whom we have seen, have heard, and have touched. 
concentrated in Ghristology. I':.ternal life means 
in the Son.l 

term; it is a Person 
Eschatology is 

to know the Father 

'I'he Christian hope does not stand or fall with the expectation of an 

imminent end, as has been shown from the thought of Paul. The reason 

that his hope was not in the least diminished by the delay of the 

Parousia is because from the outset 

its starting point had been that -t.'le center, the fixed point of 
orientation, lies not in the future but in the past, and accordingly 
~an assured fact which cannot be touched by the delay in the 
Parousia.2 

2. Preliminary developments presaging the end. 

does not have an eschatology· in that he did not approach 

the subject in a systematic way, nor does he Heven supply the material 

for constructing anything in the nature of a scheme, far less does he 

attempt to reach such a construction for himselfH.3 Therefore it is 

difficult to impose a system upon what he has presented. It is possible, 

however, to detect in h.i.s thought certain trends, which he 

characteristic of :b.istorf just before its fj_nale. 

'I'he salvation of the Jews, as a consequence of their 

of heart, ·was to come only whEn the full number, the vJ..{rwpiC, of the 

Gentiles have been saved)t This j_s part of the 11mysteryfl of the 

election which has yet to take place. It would seem that trJ.s usage 

of the term would not be unrelated to Hthe ro~ystery of his ·will n in the 

d::i.vine purpose, to u.'1.i te all things in heaven and earth in 

. . . . . . 
l. Ibid., p. 163. 
2. Cullman, op. cit., p. 88. 
3. Kennedy, op. cit., p. 21. 
4. Romans 11:25-32. 
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a 

In to Timothy, Paul .formvarns him of the development 

of which is to come. It is to come as a sign of the impending 

judgment, as already has been noted in 1 s letter to the 

Thessalonia.ns;2 but it is in the use of the tanporal term ' 
connected with a context clearly rererrlng to the approaching end, that 

ti1is best becomes evident. Paul uses the for the most part in 

referring to the present 1 time of opportuni ty 1 to be saved, as be 

seen in chapter Ff ,3 but there are some 

reference to vmat is to come.4 

Pauline uses of it vii th 

Paul warns Timothy that t..l'J.ere vri.ll be i.n later times some who 

depart from the faith Bby- giving heed to deceitful spirits and 

doctrines of danons" .5 This apostacy ·will be matched by utimes of 

~ / 
stress 11 in the ~t:rjlllTIIIft. t , or 11 last11 days. There will be perversion 

of character among men, whose love is not toward God, but toward self, 

toward money, toward nleasure. 6 It is his sole:rrh'1 remonstrance to 

) / , /" 
Timothy to preach urgently, cVf(dt.fwf «Kol!fu! S' , in the time of 

/ 
opportunity and even out of it, for the fo!clt.pcs is coming vv-hen 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

6. 
7. 

•• people will not endure soUJJ.d te<i.ching, but having i telling ears 
the>J Yvill accu.mulate for themselves teachers to suit their O'~>TI 
likings.7 

1:10. 
Ante., p. 33. 
Post., -o. 57. 

. . . . . . 

One of these refers to the revealing which 1fli take 
Lord appears. I Timothy 6:15. 
I T:imothv h: l ff. See ,Jude 18 for the apostolic 

~ , 
the XPD'114D11 • 

II Ti:r::othy 3: l ff. 
II Tirnothy 4.:2,_3. 
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This charge he 

•• in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus wha is the 
li and the and by his appearing a'1d his 

The hazard of mi.s the of the coming 

the Lord Jesus is a dcu1ger not limited to modern millenarians. 

has told the 'l"nessalonians that 

as to the tirrct:.\S and seasxns, brethren you have no need to have 
anything -,,vritte> to you • .::: 

Yet by the time he next wrote to them had becorr,e involved in 

of 

speculation that the day of the Lord had already come.) Here he makes 

a specific statement as to the climactic embodiment of evil prec 

the Day of the , in order to point out its futurity: 

Let no one deceive you i.n an;:l way; that day vvill not come, 
:mless the rebellion. c?mes ~irs~, and the m&'1 of 1av'Tlessness 
J..S revealed ••• proclalm:J.ng hJ..mself to be God)~ 

He wilJ. be revealed in his l<d'e.J • The of this lawlessness 

is already at work, but it is being restrained temporarily at present. 

And then the lawless one will be revealed, and the Lord Jesus 
will slay him vvi th the breath of his mouth and destroy him by 
his appearing and coming.5 

He goes on to describe the coincidence of the apostacy with the 

of the lawless one. Rather than rejecting him, Jew and Gentile vd1l 

receive him, those that is who do11not believe the truth 11 , and who 

refused righteousness.6 

I ..... 
2. 
3. 

6. 

. . . . . . 
II •rimothy L: l. 
I Thessalonians 5: l. 
James Moffatt in The Eu"<positor 1 s Greek Testament, Vol. IV, 
od. • Robertson Nico11, Nevi York, Hodder & Stoughton, p. 
I Thessalonians 2:4. 
I Thessalonj_ans 2:8. 
I Thessalonians 2:12. 

• 
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Finally, Paul cautions the Corinthians 

11before the time!!, 

the comes, who will bring to hght the now 
hidden in darkness ru'1d 1vi1l disclose the purpose of men 1 s hearts .1 

It is evident that pessimistic occupy his mind in 

the future in so far as it is measured Yilth reference to the 

< _,. 

until the Day of the Lord 1 s coming. 

Perseverance the interim concept, not progress. 

This p essirdsm is to be at the same as an 

indication of the progress of the gospel and the work of the Holy 

Spiri t,2 The coming of the is not only so as to judge the 

and to destroy tl1e Lawless One, but so as to judge the righteous, to 

reveal the sons of God, as well as to raise the dead. The durative 

hope ch entertains is not one of progress, No such 

sense of an inevitable participation in success characterizes Paul. 

he spares no words in speaking of the past triumph of 

over sin and death3 and has complete confid(-')nce in the present ability 

God to perform His work in the believer,LI this confidence is 

nature a living hope for the fulfillment of the promise of which the 

Spirit is the guarantee. The guara.11tee consists in the fact that the 

Spirit who raised Jesus 11will life to your mortal bodies alsol1, 

since He dwells .s 
. . . . . . 

I Corintl:d.ans 4:5. 1. 
2. recognizes this in I Thessalonians. See ante. p. 33. 

Cf. II Thessaloni~1s 3:1. 
Colossians i:l9,20; 2:15. 
Romans 8:31-39 is a good example. 
against us?n 
Romans 8:11. 

God is for us, who is 
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This is a hope vvhich intrinsically perseveres in the face 

of the unseen, the empirical1y incomplete. 

Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he 
sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience.l 

He is obhged, therefore, to exhort others to persevere -

Do you not that in a race all the runners compete, but 
only one receives the ze? So run that you may it. 

and also to discipline himself, 11lest after preaching to others 

I should be disqualified. 11 2 He forsees all he had cherished 

that I may gain Christ, and be found in h:i.m ••• that if possible 
I may attain the resurrection from the dead11 • 3 

It is this, not progress, ·which is .foremost in Paul's anticipation 

of the interim days before the Day of the Lord. 

It is true that in Romans 9-ll, and in Colossians and 

::-~esians there is the suggestion of the extension and building up of 

the Body of Christ, the Church,throughout history.4 But is not this 

stress in these letters precisely the elaboration of the product of 

perseverance in terms of the actual life of the Church? Paul refers 

in ~hesians to the Spirit as 11 the guarantee of our inheritance ---
we acquire possession of it11l and says that this vlill occur on 11 the 

day of redemption 11 6; refers also to "the one hope that belongs to 

your call11 , 7 and concludes with a warning to 

l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
C'' _..,. 
6. 
7. 

. . . . 
Homans 8:2)+,25. 
I Corinthians 9 :24-2?. 

"<• .J• 

See fn. 7, p. 45: .. 

for "the evil 
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and done to stand".l The mystery· at the heart of the 

ven to the saints is 11Christ in you, the hope of 
' 

and it for this that :oaul strives, vd_ th all the energy God 2 . is 

There are some adcLi. tional rc:ferenc es to the coru.1ection of 

the present with the future. These disclose further the e of 

perseverance as related to the interpretation of the ultimate 

Sometimes these come as an expression of hope in God 1 s sovereignty over 

the future, and sometimes as an appeal, based on this hope, to the 

believers ability to endure. 

He considers the Thessalonians to be his 11 hope or joy or 

crown of boasting before the Lord Jesus at his coming11 , because of the 

Word of God at work in tl:1en1 currently.3 In a series of benedictions, 

he expresses -t.he hope that11 the Lord would establish them in blameless 

holiness 11 4 at the coming of our Lord Jesus 1il'i.th all his saints, sanctify 

them completely and keep them - 11 spiri t and soul and body11 - blameless 

"at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ1J.5 To the Corinthians he writes: 

And he will establish you to the finish, so that no blame may be 
yours at the Day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is reliable ••• 6 

To the Eo mans : 

the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound 

. . . . . . 
1. Ephesians 6:13. 
2. Colossians 1:27-29. 
3. I Thessalonians 2:19,20. 
4. I Thessalonians 3:13. 
5. I Thessilonians 5:23. 
6. I Corinthians 1:8. (Verkuyl). 
7. Romans 15:13. 
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For the Colossians, he prays that they be equipped to live 

a life nworthy of the witt. His resources all 

endurance and patience with joy" since God has us a share in the 

"inherita..'1ce of the in light 11 .1 He reminds the Thessalonians 

that God had chosen them to be saved, so that they wight the 

of the Jesus Christ, 11 So then, brethren, stand firm and 

hold to the traditions ••• by us. 11 2 the conclusion of the elaborate 

discussion of the meaning of the resurrection, and 's 

over death and sin, Paul is in a position to say, 

••• be steadfast, irr:movable, always abounding in the work 
f +h 1 1 k . th t . th ·- d 1 b . t . . ':l o· "',e ora, now::;_ng ,a ln _ e Lor your a "or lS no ln vaJ.n ... ~· 

Timothy is urged to keep "the sum of the charges contained in the 

urlStained and free from until the appearing of our 
Jesus Christ; and this will be made manifest atr.:'the proper 

time by the • • • Sovereign, ••• the Lord of Lords,;; 

finally puts it sue cine tly thus: 

1'he saying is sure: 
we have died with him, we shall also live with him; 

if we endure, vre shall also reign v<i th him; 
if we deny him, he also ·will deny us; 

we are faithless, he remains faithful-
' for he cannot deny himself.o 

nnere the gospel is '1bearing fruit and grovdng11 ' 7 this is 

not progress but victory. Vvhere there is victorJ, there must be no 

1. 
2. 
3. 
I. 
4• 

6. 
7. 

Colossians 1:12. 
II Thessalonians 2:15. 
I Corinthians 15:58. 

. . . . . . 

J.R.Dunmlelow, A Corru11entary on the Ho1y Bible, New· York: 
19 52' p. 1000. 
I Timothy 6:14,15. 
II Ti:nothy 2:11-13. 
Colossians 1:6. 
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~l':rearj_::1ess , n ror in d~.:e season ( Xa't.jw ) we shall reap if 

YIG do TlOt lose 1 .. This rec cs the cvent of the Corrn.ng in 

rightful e as b a time or glad realization 

l.ll1.seen .. 

D. The Event of the Coming 

than to consider the return of the Lord almost a 

postscript to history as some h1timate in the desire to the 

"· historic signii'icanc e of the death and or1 of the Jesus,c:. 

do not take the last judgmenL s do we 

to make up the balance , to 
of history, to neglect the parable of the 

and to come to the ambiguous conclusion that 

judge. 'rhe coming again of the Jesus Christ 

e. 

it necessary somehow 

philosophy 

vd.ll be the 

mark the 

culnlnatlon of redemption. It may, therefore, be considered the 

fulfillment of the sruaranteed by ind·vvelling Spirit of I,ife 

It also is ed fulf~il1ment the 

in history since its central purpose, achieved 

essence at point in Christ's death and 

is experienced as complete. 

.. . . . . . 
1. Galatians 6:9. • Colossia.ns 2 :20., 
2, op. cit., P• 183, v:i_ews the consum"llation srdth 

sine o ui t is vvi tl1in .•• th~:i t 
Godts its 

3. Preiss, op. cit., p. 
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l ·'-. 
. .,_ 

; luS 

is ir1 no doubt as to the G1l en.t. all the events of 

the "the climax holds the chief fie 1Jr::li eves in a 

definite moment when the veils are to be -vvi. thdravm. nl rrhe suddenness 

of the~ event leaves no room for doubt as to its It vdJ.l 

come like a thief in the calm of midn:2 ght; it 

is just when !!people" believe that peace and s are a that 

the star1( destructio11 be 

For '1 vne on the other who are ttsons of the , the 

Day of the no cause for b avrakened. 

w::ss and I'd. th 11 the and ar1.d • 

the tt_e Cli.risti.c.n. p:r· croct rc1. t:i for the 

Christtarts f~u1f:t 

to the salvation and urges 

; athe is far gone, the day is at hand".3 In testifying 

to the Christo-centric interpretation of historJ as the 

:L ts JJUr_po s e a11d is not ashamed of present 

1. 
2. 
Jo 
I, 
<-..;-'$ 

on by this, 

for I kl1011Y vv-I-rom I 1·1avc~ believed and I s1 . .1re that t.e is Etble 
to guard un~il that Day what I have entrusted to him .. .5 

II Timothy 
II 1: • 

190. 
5:1-lO. 
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; its e .. 

The e of the e~nd of 

morner1t. this v 2ry iact l 

es Yrb.ich exercise 

s11 of God ts with the 

event J.n to vvl1icl1 ma.l car1 

or - rea nos:ition ·wh:Lch vrould r 

as a u of the 

is to be a 

sovereignty ,3 today·, and 

tb.E!t there vdll 

. + lvS 

" that. OI 

t,o the 

the 

the 

tte 

God 1 s 

an end to creation 

but that it will not 11 distinctively new or noveJ.n,5 

ref to the Christi&~ to see God's purpose in 

history, 

and tl1is restoration, l)otl1 on the 
history, are sal else do vre 

:?au1 

There is further a;~ay me the crown of righteousness 
the I"ord, the Righteous Judg:;, will rewa:~d me in that Day, and not 

...., ' 
to me but to al1. vv-ho ho.ve loved His I 

Histor-y- does not ru.."'l out to a As 

ir:sists: 

.., 
I • 
8. 

The Parousia (presence or coming) or Apocaly-pse 
itself add to the achieved fulfillment, but can and Yiill make 
manifest to all the fact that 

op. cit., p. 
• the 

p .. 202,265. He 

' p. 2 

. . . . .. .. 

.L'I 'Pi rr_,Q I, • 8 {l~o-rlnnrl) -""'-- .. "~··. ' v c ... .~.\.\J...v -· • 

C ~.L .,.., l1r' op. -Lt.~., l-'• .J..J• 

' p .. 9 .. 

of realized es 

of 
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lies one in the unique:r1ess of this event. He who 

the principalities and powers and made a of 

them, is at the right hand of God from ¥'lhich 

he vdll appear, a.'1d believers 111•d th in It is not s 

the issue whole to maintain that since we are now b cha.'1ged into 

s likeness from glory to glory in the , the transition is 

simply one from 1'the temporal to the eternal order at death". It is not 

true to Paul to hold that the future no really nnew .3 

The of spiritual growth does not obscure for 

reality of the of in the The end of 

history with the will bring the end of 

because the anti theses God and his purposes will have ended, 

and the suffering which for this reason inheres in the atonement 

be completed.5 'Suffering for the sake of the is as real as its 

outcome, our ultimate glorification vd th Him, but the latter is incompara­

bly more portentious.6 the sons of God are revealed, that for which 

the whole creation, along with believers, has been "groaning in 

·will take e. The end of the reconciliation - the nredemption of our 

bodies 11 - vdll be complete. 7 

. . . . . . 
1. Colossians 2:15. 
2. Colossians 3:h. 
3. Bo>vm~~, op. cit., p. 272,273, passim. 
It. Philippians 1:29,30 .. 
5. Romans 8:18. 
6. Rornans 8:17,18. 
7. Romans 8:19-23. Kennedy, op. cit., p. 13, notes that the 

of the term 11 redemption" itself as Paul uses it is not 
scope to the atonement but that it "stretches into t,he 
enhances the ultimate bodily transfo~nation to the likeness 
glorifi Christ at his corning. 3:21. 
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Perseverance in the midst of persecutions is 11 

judgment of God, that you may be made worthy of the 

kingdom of God!!, because it is prophetic of that time when 11 th_e __ _ 

time coming nto grant restn to those who are for 

His sake.l Thus it is possible for Paul to rejoice L~ his making 

complete ·what remains of Christ 1 s afflictions for the sake of 
. . ' 2 hls body ••• the cnurch. 

Thus indeed the moral meaning in history becomes evident • 

.Ehch man's work Yv:ill become manifest; for the Day will disclose it, 
because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test ·vvhat 
sort of work each one has done.3 

Those vrho oppose themselves to God and ·t;he good news Jesus 

shall suffer the punishment of eternal destruction and 
-..,--.,-,---

from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his m;ight, 
when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saL'1ts •• 4 

These are unique elenents con.'1ected vvi th the end of history 

in the revelation of Jesus 

manifestation of the one Vihose Victory over sin and death is by 

faith today, the termination of suffering occasioned by this faith and 

the ~~orification with Christ which accompanies the resurrection of the 

body,5 as well as differentiation of moral actualities and final 

judgment. 

The uniqueness of these elements of the Coming of the 

on the Day consists, nonetheless, only in their dependence upon the_ 

1. 
2 .. 
3. 
4. 
s. 

. . . . . . 
II 'rhessalonl' ans l.· r:-8. Cf I C'orl· nthl' ans "'· 7 8 - / • ' .L, ' • 
Colossians 1:24. 
I Corinthians 3:13. 
II Thessalonians 1:9,10. Cf. I Corinthians 4:5. 
Cullman, op. cit., p. 141, considers tl1is to be the decisively new 
elemer1t in the end of redemptive history. also Kerilledy, op.ci t., 
p. 235. 
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central historical of ufirst for , the death, 

(and Life) of Jesus st.l Christ is the 

!!first-fruitstt from the dead., It is almost impossible to struc 

a systematic sequence for the events at the end, but in this c 

does set forth the follovling order: 

Christ rises from the dead. 
He returns and flat his coming 11 those who belong to Him rise. 
"Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father 

destroying every rule and ••• power." 
Death is the last 11 enemy to be destroyedn. 
"When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself 

also be sub,j ected11 to God. 
This is to be done "that be everything to everyonen.2 

But Paul has no time scheme, and the Parousia, the Judgment, the 

of the dead belong to the same experience in the 

analysis.3 

This is God 1 s 11plan for the fulness of time to unite all 

things in him, things in heaven and things on earth1'4 in its completion. 

This is the destiny toward which redemptive history moves in "the 

eternal purpose which (God] has realized in Christ Jesus our 

1After 1 the culmination of history in the Coming of the 

Jesus, what then? It would seem to be a matter of semantics as 

whether the goal of histor.f is in history6 or beyond itself • 7 

of the Lord is Q~questionably for 

l. I Corinthians 15:3-12. 
2. I Corinthians 15:20-28. 
3. KePu~edy, op. cit., p. 187, 278. 
4. 1:10. 
5. EPhesians 3:11. 
6. Richardson, op. cit., p. l9h. 
7. op. cit., p. xv. 

a future historical 

.5 
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at the same time we endure this present evil age because of 

been begotten an enduring hope .1 

There appear to be grou.'1ds for expressing the exp ence 

of resurrect(0d man in terms of the resurrected Lord rather than, and 

from the terms of temporal sequence. Paul speaks of 

exaltation of st from the dead to transcendent sovereignty over 

11 every naxne that is named, not only in this age but also that which is 

to come".2 He is the One who 11fills the universe at all pointsn,3 who 

has raised us up to the !!heavenly places" in Him so that 11in the 

ages he might show (us) the irmneasurable riches of his graeeu.4 

is directed to train himself in god1iness since 11it holds 

e for the present Hfe and also for the life to come" .,5 How is 

this best expressed? it best ·when he says, so we 

forever be vrith the Lord". 6 

E. Su:rmnary and Conclusion. 

Paul 1 s view of history is optinistic because of n"\1\nat was 

wrought by God in Christ the Lord11 , and because for him "the 

and end are coordinaten .. 7 Hence faith and hope are inseparably joined 

with respect to the sovereign of history, the consistency 

. . . . . . 
1. I Corinthians 19. 

1:18-21. 
f:Phesians 1:23, (Verkuyl). 

2:6,7. 
I thimothy h:8. 
I Thessalonians h:l7, ( 

op. cit., p. 138. 
). 

whose 
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p e is :made evident in its the 

I return of Tl:1e imc1d.nene e or remoteness of the end of this 

I 
evil age is less important than tho c of the outcome .. 

vri.ll seem to domirJr: to the at, the 

I of Christian suffering. It is an ent of the 

-veness of evil, both directly and as to its indirect vrb.ich 

I leads to a misunderstanding of the dialectic of Rather than 

I 
the e of history display the 

evil,. 1nrough all this, in of 

I div~ne completion cont.i.nui ty to 

I 
out·working of the of Jesus Christ in his death and 

up until the Day of the Lord. 

I This ·vivid climax to hu..,'Ilan history consists of the unveiling 

of' the now unseen "and bles::;ed hope, the appearing of the glory of our 

I great God and Saviourrr ,1 and the resurrection from the dead. At 

I 
same time, it is the of this e'~ril therefore historical 

and thus a real in the time-process. The of is 

I e..xpressed as the complete reconciliation.. In the of Jesus 

Christ, the sovereignty of God is revealed as having eternal regard 

I for man's free choice by a conclusive disclosure of wrath ru'1d glory 

I 
at the of the last times of in 

is made evident. The fulfi.~ent vvhich this 11 revealingll 

I represents for the hor,ing Christi.an is intrinsic to the 

because it is dependent upon the crucial death and r at the 

I . . . . . . 

I 
l. Titus 2:13. 

I 
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center of the tirce-process. Victory over sin and its 

by,.products of Christian suffering and physical death, victory over 

the defeated principalities and powers of this evil age, 

of the righteous ,judgment of God over -- all of which -were 

achieved in the resurrection from the death of the Cross -- are now 

no longer contested in the cosmos. In this sense only, redemption -

realiz.ed in history - is completed, and vti th it all purpose in 

is achieved. Thus history calli'10t be said longer to exist. God has 

become tlall in all". 

Finally, then, time becomes insignificant the presence 

of Him who is the eternal God, as the fragmentary e of 

history yields to 11 the fulness of him that eth all in alln.l 

For our knowledge is imperfect and. our prophesy is imperfect ••• 
For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now 
I know in part; then I shall understand fully, even as I have 
been fully understood •• 2 

. . . . . . 
l. 1:23. 
2. I Corinthians 13:9-12. 
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CHAPT:E:R. FOUR 

'S FOCUS ON THE PRJ'S Ti}TT 

A. Introduction 

If God's purpose in history be fulfilled in an historic 

redem_ptive climax which discloses the meaning in the historic process 

of Yrhich it is a fulfillment, and if this fulfillment be one whose 

cosrrdc significance becon1es evident j_n the ultimate future as all the 

latent forces issuing from that clirnactic resurrection bring to 

perfection all that was implicit in God 1 s redeeming purpose, then the 

fact of P~s deterrr~ning act at the midpoint is of utmost ficance. 

In tl:>~s chapter, it 11d.ll become evident that Paul was neither an 

antiquarian nor an apocalypticist, but rather that the entire time- '' 

process derived its basic meaPJ.ng and value from focusing on the 

present as the integrating center. 

Thus to this end, Paul's use of certain temporal terms will 

be examined to give grounds for regarding time its elf as crucial and 

its eli v'ision as disclosing the ca'1trali ty of the Eivent of the de-ath 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Not only may Cr~ist Jesus be considered 

to be the NOI! in history in a chronological sense, but also the Present 

One in a normative sense, the latter deriving from the former. It is 

the Spirit 1 s i:rm'anence which introduces the ultimate value into 

contemporary social order a.nd social living. This -v-alue is at essence 

love. is linked so integrally to the time-process that it is an 

expression of faith and hope in action. The sacra:r:.ents afford an 

-51-
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instance in which the Christian aLirrr..s that God is of the time-

process, all of it, in its moral meaning. 

B. Christ, the NOW of History 

The significance of the time-process itself is manifestly 

deterrr,ined by the significance of that by vmich it is $easured, or 

comprehended. It i.s only thus that the philosophy of history is 

relevant as a field of thought. It has been deElOnstrated that :Paul 1 s 

interpretation of the past and his understanding of the future was 

ach.ieved from the commanding elevation of the Event of the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. In the i!llplici t orientation of Paul's 

thought, the present - set in its past and future context - is of 

pivotal importance. 

1. The ~iali ty of time. 

There are several terms which are used in the New Testament 

to express time, and the Pauline usage is worth surveyj_ng since it 

makes apparent the related importance of the elements of the time-

process to him. 

" The term of<.wv is used e.xtensi vely, and vri th various 

application. It has been maintained that neither in the d 'I'estament 

nor in Jewish literature current to the first century was the word used 

to express a view of history as composed of several or even tvw ages.l 

l. Alc:n Richardson, A Theological y\ord Book of the Bible, Nml! York: 
Macn:i11an, 1951, p. 266~ article em "Tine" by John Varsh, hereafter 
referred to as "Harsh, Word Book". 
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identifies this 

age the rule of sin; 

Yet among the mature we do impart 'VYisdom, although it is not a 
>visdom of t:ris age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed 
to pass away. But vre impart a secret and hidden of God, 
which God decreed before the ages for our glorification. None 
of the rulers of this age understood this; if they had, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of 

It is not an endless time; God is 11beforen the 11 ages11 2 including 

evil one. 

God is not conditioned by them but is sovereign. This is 

seen in such ascriptions of praise to God as: 

To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 
and glo~J for ever and ever.3 

He nevertheless particpates in the ages. God, by His m:lghty power 

raised Jesus from death to transcendent rule and authority 11 above 

) "... / 
every name ••• not only in this age, ( EY r(f fliC411/t.. 7tJvT't' ) , but also in 

that which is to come11 .4 For :Marsh, Paul's concept o:f these two ages 

is one which has temporal aspects, but is 11more characteristically 

'ethical' or r concrete' .n5 It is not clear that the evidence supports 

the case. Paul alludes, in the same context, to the state of believers 

as havi:Llg been raised up with Lbrist so 11 that in the corning ages he 

l. 

"· c.. 

I Corinthians 2:6-8. Cf. Romans 12:2, II Corinthians h:h, 
Galatians 1:4, I<phesians 2:2, II Tirilothy L1:lO, etc. 
'The context that this is not a poetic nlura1. Marsh asserts 
that it must necessarily be the case for eve~J plural of ell.. wv 5 to 
be understood poetically, 11by "Nhich a qua:Lltitative plural is a symbol 
for a qualitative difference11 , Marsh, Nord Book, p. 266. 
I Timothy 1:l7. The last phrase is 1i terally, vunto the ages of the 

• e.g., 3:21, 4:20. 
1:21. 

P• 266. 
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show the riches his grace in kinchH~ss us 

in ,J esus 11 .,1 ed r e ts e 

of Jesus ovc:.r all, whether in the current or the 

the beJjever 1 s 

participation in the e.xa1tation of in a 

On the basis of III, the age 11vvhich is to come11 is a 

e to era consti tu.ted Pc:.rousia, but 

ed Holy of the "unt:iJ 

possession is acquired of it.2 

It would to be the evidence e that 

es1.ks of Chri as those whom the ends of the ages 

are come11 3 he r to the :in 

met •rrherever 

The text 

or of the a 
r.:' 

• :;; The svveep a of time had 

come to its point in the immediate 

uses the c of 

••• the revelat:ton of the which 
t,imes eternal. bu.t now ( 71u:-) is 

1. 2:7. 
2. Ephesians 1: 
3. Co:rinth:.a.ns 10:11, 
lt. 

,J. Goodspeed, 
This is not evident 
the con text 
p. 267' 
postion 

to 
of t~1is and the next 

6. Rorr:.ans 16:25,26, 

• It • <ill • • 

of the early 

e 

1:9, T:L twJ.S 1.:2 • 
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of this -vras according to eternal purpose 't!l'1ich he (God} has 

in ChristnJ 

I 
use of xro1/CI.S is not very extensive, but has added 

interest for the investigator in those ·where it is us As a 

term used to express temporal duration, refers to the t.ime of 

forty years the Israelites in the wilderness,2 e.nd to the ~~~ 

of i gnoranc God overlooked, 

But now C 7tV" J he comma.'1ds all men eve:r,]""ivhere to repent, because he 
has l'ixed a day on which he will judge the world ••• by a man -vvhom he 
has appointed ••• rai him from the dead.4 

Times of human ignorance r~ve not antedated the activity of God nor 

overarching purpose acting crrt.cially in these times. Neither 

have Christians been saved by their own short-lived initiative, but 

11 in virtue of his (God's] own purpose the grace which he gave us 

in Christ Jesus ages ago!!, 5 or 

spans of the ages. 

The most im;:JOrtant use of the term is vvhere says, -

and note well the relation of this thought with that expressed above: 

., 
J •• 

2. 
3. 

6. 

•• -,yhen we vrere 
the universe. 
Son, born of a 

children, •He were slaves to the ele"'llental spirits of 
But vrhen the time had fully co~, God sent forth his 
·woman ••• 6 

. . . . . . 
3: • 

Acts 13:18. 
""cts 17:30. It rnay be that in this plural reference and in the 
plural use of w1ages , ::}aul is reflecting some degree current 
Greek notions of the historic process, but referring to 
them always in a way which puts the Lord as One over all, and as 
Gne who is umnJ.stakably vvorking in a unique way in the time-process 
to redeem, and that this ltmrk ree,ch a d historical 
Cf. Cullman, op. cit., p. 46. 

17:30,31 .. 
I Tb10tl1y 1:6, also Romans 16:25, and Titus 1:2. use of 
in each of these passages is note·worthy. 
Galatians 4;4. 
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'fhe use of the Aorist emphasizes that the act of God was not some 

;:-,hase in a process which could haYe occurred anytime, anyvvhere. 

the Hebrew mind was in fact so characteristically theological that 

it ha.d no word for %fivur ,1 then the mind of 

merely that 

perceived - not 

the passage of time, its chronological duration, could not be 
theologically :i.rrelevant sine e God, so Christians believed, 

·? had acted in .... 

but that the antecedent linear extent of time, in or out of the sacred 

history, had reached an intended completion point consisting of the 

sending forth of the Son 11 so that we might receive adoption as sons.'13 

The context of the verse accents this interpretation. Paul 

has just established the faith-principle, historically, in Abraham 1 s 

experience)+ He compares the condition of believers prior to faith as 

in iw.maturity !!until the date C Tf'i1Be0"'~[~} ~by the fathern, for 

them to be considered free and responsible; the bondage to sin obtained 

until tlin fulness of time [X ptvcv J God sent forth his Son, born of a 

woman". 5 His stress on the historic reality of this chronological 

climax j_s thus evident. I::1 the redemption which has just been procured, 

there has been established a sharp Before-After for the human race: 

/ 

"you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then an heir" ;o 

1. 
2. 
3. 

L. 
5. 
6. 

Marsh, op. cit., p. 77. 
Ibid., p. 78. 
Galatians 4:5. hence 
constituting us as heirs. 
resurrection of the body. 
Galatians 3:1-22. 
Galatians 4:3-4. 
Galatians 4:7. 

. . . . 

the Spirit has been sent into our hearts, 
Our inheritance incl~des the 
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formerly, when you did not know God, you were in bondage ••• ; but now 

( v-vv) •• • you have come to know God •• do you desire to submit 
, 

yourself to days, and montb.s, and KoiCf()'- , and ; he asks those 

who have been Judaized.2 are done away with because a certain 

pre-ordained point in time has been reached for the inaugural of the 

nevlf IU/pps ,3 of salvation by faith. 

Not only has this point been reached, but also passed. The 

significance of present time is seen in the references to the decisive 

"' opportu.'"li ty nmv opened up in nthis /(clt.fu'S 11. refers to God as 

having forgiven 11 former sins11 in order to vindicate His righteousness 

nin our present period (Vv,. Koltfw }11 .1+ As for the experience of 

nthe sufferings of this present ti.me C v;i!y Ktir:ftJP ] 11 -vv:L th Christ as 

fellow heirs with Him, he considers that they are s:rn.all compared to 

the glory still to be revealed at the c redemption. 5 He also 

, . 
looks backvvard in time, comparing the present !(.(~~"' vuth the time of 

Elijah to whom God spoke telling him of the remnant ·which sti11 remained 

faithful. 11So too at the present ti.'ile C vv'1,. Ktt'lfi;} there is a rerrmant, 

chosen by grace, 11 and this extends out among the Gentiles .. 6 This body, 

the Church, is to be alert and expectant 
I 

•• in consideration of our times[ R4"tpo,..J, because the hour 
struck for us to -w-ake up, for our salvation is now nearer than 

we became believers.? 

Galatians 
Galatians 
The meat"'l.ing of the term 
is by God. 
Romans 3:26 (Verkuyl). 
Romans 8: 
Romans 11:5 ff. 
Romans 13:11 (Verkuy1). 

• • • • It • • 

is a period of opportunity. The opportunity 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-58--

./Uthough the age is evil, as are its days, Christians are exhorted to 

"make the best pos use of their timen .1 's stress on the 
, 

e of the present l<(.tt.po~ finds its core in the 

this entreaty, reminiscent of his charge to Timothy to 

out the times of opportunity, 2 a..'1d referring to the pres 

of divine promise: 
J 

Behold, now (vtl,-) is the acceptable ti:;ne C N•'t~s); behold, 
now ( 11;"') is the day of salvation~ 

Each day is a decisive NOW - an' acceptable opportuni ty1 - for 

T'.ne urgency of Paul's thought is evident in the verses which 

the hardships he underw·ent to bring this message to those 

who have not heard. 

Perhaps more widely used than any other of the terms pr 

described is -t."le word 1/V7' • Its use is in a marked degree~ 

of the of thG present to Paul, as has ju.st been seen in its 
, 

use v,ri th KJc P"J' • In Romans, the term is used axclusi vely of that 

wl'J.ich pertains to realized salvat:Lon in this time at ~he highpoint of 

history, and in present e:Arperienc e in the light of that realization. 

1 
NOW - the r:Lghteousness of God has been revealed apart from the law; 1+-

we are ed and have rec eivG:i the r on;5- we have been 

made free from sin, 6 and a:r·e ash.am.ed o!: practices. 7 NOW - we 

are delivered from the law. 8 There is ntherefore now" no 

. . . . . . 
1. ans 5:16 (Verkuyl), also Colossians 4: 
2 f' Timothy 1+ : 2 • 
3. II Corinthians 6:2. 
l.1. Romans 3:21,26. 
5. Romans 5:9, • 
6. Romans 6:22. 
7. 6: • 
8. Rornans 7:6. 

• 
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for those who are J..• Yl 01··· ri st T oS'' S!! ]_ ~ nc·1 _ VJ..t ...._~..,. u ._, :...1.. 3 a 1'--A suffering is not that 

" despair,.:: for the vihole creation up until 11now11 bas been 

ultimate redemptio:n3which is 11 now11 nearer than w'nen we first beli 

The way the present becomes the focal point is 

Now 11 in 

experienc The vividness of this in pauline thought is 
, 

traceable to his conversion. He refers to ( 7i't~rtt: ) life in 

Judaism11 6 and describes the a11azing nmvs which spre.ad after his 

conversion : 
, 

He yJho once ( 71"0Ttf. ) persecuted us is now ( 7/;'V) preaching the 
faith he one e ( .,.,~re ) tried to destroy. 7 

Again and again Paul's thought returns to tb.is polarity of "once11 but 

11nowt', as ·1rrill appear throughout the rest of thj.s chapter. 

,A.lv;ays, the l~Olf of experience stands firm1y in the context of 

the faith of God's elect and their of the trc:tth which 
accoras ~d. th godliness, in hope of eternal life which God, ·ii'rho 
never lies, prorrd.sed ages ago-a.'1d at the proper time manifested 
in his word through the preaching with which I have been entrusted.,. 8 

He is conscious that 11we ourselves were once ••• led astray", but when 

God's lov"ingkindness appeared, "he saved us~1 so tb.a t we might become 

C 
... !' ; 

llheirs in hope of eternal life ( f,t,)ys oft..t..JV<.otJ)." He tells 

I desire you to insist on these t"bings, so that those who have 
believed in God may be careful to apply thanselYes to good deeds .. 9 

1. Romans 8:1. 
2. Romans 8:18. 
). Romans 8:22. 
b Romans 13 : 11. 

. . . 

5. Thus our conception of time in human histor'J since the incarnation 
aJld redemption is not so and so many years After C:'1rist, but · Ar..na 
Do::nini 19 56 - the year of our Lo ni 19 56. 

6. 
'7 

I • 
p 
vo 

0 
/. 

Galatians 1: J 3. 
Galatians 1:23. 
'l'itus 1:1-3. Henee 

sim. 
Paul 1 s 1lthis-vro rldly" exhortation • 
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Eternal ( C(t.?tJ'VtPf:) life,identity vd th the 

is the inheritance of the tian in the of the Spirit. 

to his mm flesh will from the flesh reap 

reap 
: but he NhO SOVfS to the Sliri t 1ril1 the Spirit 

life ~ternal [ <;wiv t~l~TI,P"V J. 

Because God's dvJells within, it is only self-deception to esteem 

oneself rvise 11 in this age11 • "The wisdom of this world is foolishness 

with God", for sin has reduced the of rr.en to futility. Christians 

on the other hand participate in the sovereignty of God over the ages 

being identified with God's eternal and specific purpose of reconciliatinn 

achieved in Christ. 

So let no one boast of men. For all things are yours, whether .... 
the or life or death or the present or the future, all are 
yours; and you are Christl s and Ch;ist is God's .2 

J:~ternal life is not suddenly to be acquired at death or the Day of 

judgment or the coming Aeon. Since it partakes of the nature of God 

it is not merely the absence of sin and death, for HtJ:le fre"" gift of 

God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lordll3 which is to be received 

by belief in Him4 but to be experienced totally only in the future.5 

For this the Spirit is a guarantee.6 

• e • • • • 

l. Galatians 5:8. 
2. I Corinthic:ms 3:16-23, passi:n. 
3. Homans 6:18, 20-23. 
~. I Timothy 1:16. 
5. use of the term 11 eternal11 by Paul has a disti:J.ct future 

connotation, e.g., Romans 2:7 •• Hhe give eternal life", 
5:21. .• 11 so that grace also might reign eousness to 
eternal life •• 11 , II CorinthiruJ.s 4:1? •• 11affliction is Dr 
for us an eternal weight of beyond all comparis~n~~, 
I Tinothy 6:19, etc. 

6. II Corinthians 5: ). 
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2. The division of time - the centrality of Christ. 

the same evidence used to demonstrate the cruciali ty of 

time, the centrality of Christ is, mutatis mutandis, established, 

the basic Th-ent (in terms of which all history is best interpreted as 

to its ultimates in a structure ch does not omit the moral issues) 

is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. To say this is to take 

cognizance of the E'vent as a phase, methodologically speaking, in the 

basic (Biblical)historic process of promise - fulfillment. 

This particular phase, one might say this fulfillment of 

promise, came into being in the time-process a qualitatively 

fulfillment. The resurrecticm of Jesus Christ was, among its other 

effects, the prelude to the gift of 11 the Holy Spirit of prcrrd.se11 to 

anyone who believes. The pro:mis e the Spirit became, at any point 

of the chronological succession, when the Spirit was received by faith, 

an. experiential guara11tee of a e still to be vindicated, the 

of eternal life. 

This phase also is unique in that, not only does it intensify 

the hope by endowing it with pivotal historical validity of the 

sort (the death of Jesus and His resurrection), but it also extends 

the opportunity for entry, from this center of (God r s) purpose in 

history, into all chronological time subsequent, up until the receipt 

of the complete inheritance of eternal life at the end of history. 

Oscar Cullman has tvm diagramsl to illustrate the 

. . . . 
l. Cullman, op. cit., p. 82. In the one case the determinative event 

is future; in the other, just past. 
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e between the Judaistic view of the the 

view·. 

Judaism: 

Berore Creation 

Christianity: 

}.~idpoint 
I 

Between Creation 
cu1.d Parousia .Parousia 

Midpoint (Jesus Christ) 

I ~ l 

~Before Creation BetweenCreation' After the..,_ 
and Parousia Parousia 

\ 
I 

To these Marsh ects on the grounds that Cullman has imported '1'!.odern 

concepts of time into the Biblical concepts, although he. 

says 

here more tJ:l~n anyvvhere else does it seem that his basic 
is right, although his schematization is ••• inadequate to articulate 
it •• l 

Paul's view of time would begin with the fact nof first importc:nce", 

the death and resurrection, and vievv what was previous a.<''l.d subseque.11t 

in tr,at light. From the remotest reaches of the ages came this, 

their predetermined climax at a specific time-point, which opened up 

the NON. opportu..rd.ty for participating in the redemption there achieved 

from the universal disconUnui ty of sin and death. This is the basis 

for rega.rding the time-process as significant. The post-resurrection 

. . . . . . 
1. Marsh, op. cit., p. 177. He history as being 

close to the linear vievv of h~.stor;1 but 11it vmu.1d be misl 
to sine e its distinctive feature is 
..,......--=-"""""-.---.,...,...;;:__,..,.-,-- has in the :mid.dle of the , 

to concur in the face of the 
to as as the :rneasure-

of Christ in 
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the and the consequent differa'1ce in one 1 s 

071TI ence betv~ ... een the st a11C the 

time vrl1a~ one is nin , ~vould justif~r tl1e ere-nee tl"!at it ·v1as 

that the Sl 

The now of experience is and measured from 

to the 1'J0ll l"istory, and within the time of UD 

the One who has risen, and lives. In the consciousness that all time 

was at a:nd s e, cur 

tb. 

of th ages v come to restf llpo:n 

cannot be over-anphasized - inheres in the c the 

is Christ Jesus ¥mo dic>d, yes, who v.ras raised from the 
is at the ri hand of God, who us 

,Jesus who lived in Palestine :i.s the Christ who 

the b in an.d. all contingencies. 

For I am sure that nn-c.ner death, nor life, 
, nor thines present, nor 

nor heir;ht nor anything else in all 
separata us from love of God 

our 

::iis presence the present its meaning 

ins 

nor angels, nor 
to come, nor 

creation, will 
in Jesus 

value and time 

coherence and structure both historically and exo entially, 

and normatively. 

of the time-process as it is for ;~au1 is 

here the limitations of any descriptive 

. . . . . . 
1.. Ro1nans 8: 3h. 
2 • Rorr.ans 8 :.3 7-39 .. 

that 
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ess one si. e of the time-process as a 

I center of is in the of 

I ) di:nension to ·what would be either 

or a particular local :;Jrocess in 

I of an one 

vrhen the on take e. and in 

I Jesus Christ the NOW of ti::ne v,rhich established a "'ivhic!1 !D.an' .s 

I course in histo:r-J could find an ultir.J.ate point of reference, ;:;md by 

which he could cha..."lge his to be directed tovrard a 

I destination,wi th confidence. It is only w:i.th such a specific central 

I 
frame of reference that chronology is seen as implicit in P'o.U.l' s 

in places where he is not explicit. 

I T.'1e diagrams below show the connection between the measura'oili ty 

of time ~~th reference to as compared to the 

I of time, ultimately speaking, as in the Hebrmv conception.2 The first 

I 
diagram uses Biblical terms, omitting chronology, cowxo.on to both N 0lf 

and Old Testament, while the second includes the chronological sense 

I (as Paul used· it) .3 

I 
I 
I 
I • • • • • • 

I 
1,. This is to describe the Greek and Jewish vievm res;:;ectively. 
2. Cf. Cullman, op. c:i t., p. 234. 
3. It should be understood that is not unique over other Nev.r 

Testament writers in this sense of chronology. 

I 
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Thus it lS true, as 1-Karsh points out - although he does so 

in to Cullman t s vie-w· of eternity as unlirri ted time 

that ·whereas thne could be regarded as Hthe occu:rrenre of 
/ 

/(t¥tf'" 'by the j 

quotes Cullman) this could not legitimately be regarded as a 

line. Paul, in his thoucht as to the significance of the time-process, 

does not do this. It is his emphasis, however, which does actually 

creat.e a linear view 11 of temporal successiveness", because at the 

empty cross he sees the length and breadth of the Love of God in 

Ghrist Jesus reachL'1g unbroken back to the beginning and 

out to the ultimate consum:nation. In the most literal sense, time is 
/ 

CRUCial, because nnov.r ( -v'J-v ) is the ( Kolt p(1; ) of vation11 .2 

C. The NFJJ in History, 11Life-Gi ving Spiri t 11 .. 

In seeing the centrality of Christ for the estimate that time 

is cru.cial one also sees the introduction of the uniquely nevv into 

history. Herein lies the relational importance of the present to the 

rest of the time-process. In Paul's explanation of resurrection 

of the dead, of vihich Christ is 11 the first-fruits 11 , he makes this 

historical distinction: 

As in Ada?Jl 
alive.3 

die, so 

1. Jiffarsh, OJ). cit., p. 175. 
2. II 6:2. 
3. I Corinthians :22. 

in all be rn.ade 

. . . . . . 
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and this, 

Thus it is written, ttThe first man became a living being11
; 

)/ "" . ' --- . l the last {€4YX«T~S') Aaam became a life-giv'ing sp~r:t.t.o 

The principle of the Spirit of Life in t Jesus has made free 

from the principle of and Death.,2 The gift of the is 

universal receipt by those who believe, and in this fact is 

opportunity for participation in God1 s redemptive purpose in 

by all men. The age-long problem of· sin has been resolved. The ---, 
status of Gentiles, at one time ( /(<I( f"t ) , v;as tbat of b 

separated from Christ, alienated from the corn:rnonvvealth of 
' and strangers to the covenants of prornise, no e and 

without God in -t.'l.e "'.'l0rld.3 

If But now [ZIV'V' J in Christ J esus11 these have bee;J. included in Christ, 

made members of the household of God, and r..ave access along former 

Jews 11 in one Spiri t 11 to the .L Peace has been b Jevif 

and Gentile in the rec t on tho cross b 

man and man o.nd between man and God. His intention was to "create in 

himself one n&N ma'1 in place of -t.'le two 11 • In this fellowship of the 

sai:rfts, all are joined together in Christ Jesus, forming na dwelling 

place of God in the Spiri tn )+ 

1. The Body of Christ. 

The newly reconciled fellowsbip animated by the life of the 

t is constituted by the faith that 11Christ is Lord".5 "The !foly 

• • • • • • 

1. I Corinthians 15:45. For Paul, 11The Adam-concept v;as under the 
control of the Christ-cone eot ••• a..."ld never the reverse 11 , Boy,man, 
op. cit., p. 245'. · 

2. Roman.s 8:2,10,1L~. 
3. Ephesians 2:12. 
4. EPhesians 2:13-22. 
S. Philippians 2:11. 
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is operative in the es as the poYver of the resurrection" .1 

This is the nevv- corporate unit j_n history, the Church, wh:Lch is 

and takes part in the Hdivine Lordship over timen2 since its life is 

that of the resurrected Christ, the life of the Holy 

the anticipation of the comoleted redemption. Herein is the 
k (~ 

e 

ueternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord11 3 meaningful. The Church, as 

the Body of Christ v.'i th which one may be united, is sea'1 to be an 

organic personal± ty with a history 1ri th which one must, identify 

in order to find ultimate value in the present, which ultimat3 value is 

represented in the life in Christ w~1o defeated death. 

For if we have been united ·with rri.m in a death like his, we shall 
certainly 'Ee united with him in a resurrection like his ••• For we 
know that Christ being raised from the dead vrill never die 
death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died he died 
to sin, once for all, ~the life he lives he lives to God.4 

For this reason, Christians are to consider themselves to be 11 dead to 

sin and alive to God in Christ Jesusn.5 

Fellowship vdth God in Christ is the relationship 

established in the Body. t."hrist is the Head,'/ and from the present 

fact of His life the present existence of the Church derives as a 

and maturing organism. Paul's use 0f 1'in Christ" is significant 

here6 to reveal Pau.1 1 s interest the c ont enporan eo us NO\J"l as it 

relates to the historically determining NOW of the E'vent of Christ, in 

. . . . . . 
1. Cullman, op. cit., p. 236. 
2. Ibid., P• 73. 
3. Romans 7:23. 
l.;.. Romans 6:5-11, pas 
5. Romans 6: • 
6. Kennedy, op. cit., P• 311. 11 Al.l his readers knew- well ·what 

to becvrt;Xr'""r;;, meant for the apostle. That is the central 
e of his theology, the pivot on which everything hinges". 

7. )_p15. 
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connection vvith the concept of Christ as constitutive of the 

history. 

•• if anyone is in t, he is a ne-fJ creation; the old has 
passed array, flehola the ne\'i has come. All this is from God, 
who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation.l: 

in 

It is on these grounds that he says 11~ is the day of salvation" .2 

The reconciliation is one which also includes others in the 

sa~e Body of Christ. 

For just as the body is one and has many members, a>1d all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is 1vith 
Christ. 

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body - Jmvs or 
Greeks, slave or free - and all were made to drink of one Spiri t.,3 

The multiplicity of indivirn1al abilities are not ed. Rather each 

has an indispe'1sible place, and all are interdependent)+ In this 

fellowship, the essential bond and expression of it is love5 under 

which all individualism is subsumed.6 .All whose duration is limited, 

all which is incomplete B..,.YJ.d so tra:nsient, is contrasted with love, 

vv-hich "neYer a'1ds 11 ., 7 

The tenporal reference of love is not unimportant. Here the 

relational importance of the contemporary present to the meaning 

histor,1 is established. Paul connects his ovm history 1'r.i th that of 

1. II Corinthians 5:17-18. 
2.. II Corinthians 6:2. 
3. I Corinthians 12:12,13. 
4. I Corintld.ans 12:11~-26 .. 
5. Colossians 2:2. 
6. I Corinthians 13:1-3. 
7. I Corinthians 13:8-10,. 

. . . . . . 
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Christ by faith based on the ve expression of love vrrhich 

took e at the of all time: 

I have been crucified 1vi th it is no I who live, 
but Christ v6o in me; and the life I now live in the flesh 
I live faith in the Son of God, vl'fw loved me and gave himself 
for me. 

Paul refers back to this of Christ, 1mo "loved the church" ;2 

to "God our Father vrho loved us and gave us eterna1 corn.i'ort and good 

hope through gracen ;3 and to the permanency of 11 the love of Christtt,h 

1'the love of God't:S toward 11 :1s 11 once having been established in him. 

The Church is composed of those ·who 11love our Lord with love undying", 6 

for those who - with Paul - have flkept the faith". To thesG the 

* 
the ghteous judge, will award the crm.vn of righteousness "on that 

Day11 - to Hall who have loved his appearing". 7 

The time-reference of love is most clearly seen as that w'hich 

represents value in the present by vray of empirical evidence of the 

reali~r of God's redemptive acti~Tity in the time-process and His 

sovereignty over its vicissitudes. Thus, Paul speaks of the peace 

~~th God which is obtained through Jesus Christ our Lord, based on 

justification by faith, a~d of rejoicing in suffering because 

1 .. 
2. 
3. 
I.:.. 
r:: ,. 
6, 
7. 

q 
v. 

suffering produces character, a'1d character produces hope, and 
does not disappoint us, because God 1 s love has been noured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us. 5 

• • • • • • 

Galatians 2:20. 
4:Jhesians 5:25. 
II TI1essalonians 2:16. Cf. 
Romans 8:35. 
Romans 8:39. 

6:24. 
II Timothy 4:7,8. In the next verse, 
refers to Demas 1vho had deserted him, 
vmrld. 
Romans 5:1-5. 

2:4 ff .. 

as though in contrast, Paul 
in love with this present 
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is the immanence, 11by the of and 

of the Spirit which introduces this new, creative value into 

I the contemporaF.f to the Corinthian Ch'J.rch 

problems o'f disunity and strife, tells them to in 

I peace, the God of and peace vdll be you.H.,2 benedictions 

I 
this vdth clear reference to the Church; e.g., llThe grace of 

I,ord Jesus Christ and the love God and the fellowship of the 

I Spirit be with you all!!. 3 

I 
The total significance of the Chureh in the scope of 

and its life, in the imJnediacy &id urgency of the NO.V of ence, 

I is presented in the letter to the IiJphesians. Paul describes the 

ultimate unity and sovereignty is Christ¥ the 

I experience of the believers in the definitive transition death to 

I 
life 11 out of the great lo•;e us even we vvere 

c:' 
dead through our trespasses11 , <and the socially unifying effect the 

I new Chris Ee compares the of the redemptive history 

,:ttt~ a structure of fe11mvship of which Jesus is the ch:j..ef corner-

I the e of the present in 

I. 
to of Christ ••• not prev1ously rrJB.de •.• as it 

the 
,.., 

Spirit11 ,o so that "through the church the rna!'1ifold 

I . . . . . . 
1. Titus 3:5. 
2. II Corinthians 13:11. 
3. 13: 
h~ 

Romans 15:30. I 
I 

r:' _., .. 
6. ,., 
I • 

I 
B. 3:b,5. 

I 
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of God rri now be made knovm" in the spiri tua1 This in fact 

represents the realized puroose 11 of God, achieved tlin Jesus 

ChristH.l trds reason", Paull earnestly prays trJ.B.t there might be 

granted to them the Spirit's strength, the indwel1ing of Christ 

faith, that by so rooted and grou.11ded in love11 they 

might have the ability to 

vd th all the saints what is the breadth and and height 
depth, and to know the love of Christ ·which surpasses knovile::l.ge, 
that you may be filled vrith all the fullness of God.2 

The very presE-"nce of the eternal provides the 

for achievements of unanticipated scope.3 Here shifts to 

new life which the nevr man is to live precisely because the purpose 

in all of time is at focus in the Christian Church a'1d because at this 

point the role of Christians is to measure up to their 

a life , to be 

one another in love, 
1
eager to maintain the LL'1ity 

in the borid of peace.t.; 

1tto lead 

There is also a goal still to attain;: unity of faith, by the 11building 

up of the body of Christll, until growth leads to maturi ty.S' 

This destiny is given a standard and an ultimate in 

11 the stature of the fulness of Christ" ,6 the process 

which is depende..'1t on the co fellovJShip as its individual 

. . . . . . 
., 

3:10-12 • ..L. 

2. ]phesians 3: 1L1-19. 
3. 3:20. 
4. 4:2,3 • .s. Ephesians 4:13. 
6. Ephesians h:lJ. 
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members the truth in love .. the same time, the of the 

whole draws its from the 

fitted Christ, out of whom the entire body is 
with 

to effect the develppment 
and closely united by every c 

novrer for eacl1 single part 
of the body fo~ its upbuilding in love.I 

2. Hnermess 11 of life. 

Tr~e loej_cal cons,squence, and the interided product the 

prese.nt """~~"'""""~"' ence of the nmr.r' life in Cl::.rist, the life at vihose heart 

is the expression of God's love to men, is necessarily a new 

of living here and now.. This is the leavening e..ffect of love in human 

relations vjnich springs the Spirit. is the visible 

faith and the immediate reflection cf hope. For this reason it is 

also the grounds a conditional optimism in that it is 

to the determination of the historic destiny of the man who 

identify himself by faith with the c ent.er of the stream of purpose in 

history, that of reconciliation leading toward an ultimate resolution 

of all. in Christ.2 

Paul makes these things apparent in various vvays. The 

correspondence of present ethical imperatives: with the historic 

of Christ and His ultimate return is an essential one. He tells the 

Colossians that 

you vrho ~were estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 
he has now reconciled in rJ.s body of flesh by his death, in 
to present you holy and b1a;Tieless and ir1~eproachable b efo-l'-o-.-h..,.i-m-,-
provided that you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not 
shifting from the hope of the gospel vihich you .3 

. . . . . . 
1. 4:16. (Verkuyl) 
2.. 1:10, also Co1ossians 1:19,20. 
3.. Colossians 1:21-23. · 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

this conditional optimism to bear in Christians to 

live the 1 •£' 1 '. h • t b d J.1.e,·~ vmlci" ls no one ase on 

to the elementa1 of the 
still ed to the world? ... 

e, 
you 

If you been raised vvi th Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is •• • 2: 

The NON of contenporary experience is an ethical connection, 

with the of history. a'<:pressed as '~nevmess of life 11 ,.3 This 

means putting to death elements of the old nature, ~~'s that you 

renewed« in the image of the Creator.~ The process includes an exercise 

of free vrill in putting off former practices &'1d attitudes, and putting 

ne'•Y ones, 

lmd above all these put on love which binds everything together 
in perfect harmony. let. the peace of Ch.rist fule in your 
hearts, to vvrdch you were called in the one body .... 

Thus the NOYf, as a component of history,achieves relational 

value to the antecedent and succeeding vectors of the time-process as 

man is bound to man in the self-giving love communicated through Christ, 

and reenacted in daily living. 

The impulse in the present exercise of free vvill 

is due in part6 to the reality of the i:rnmancnt life-giving spirit, 

Christ. It is also due to the consciousness (from this fact) that the 

. . . . . . 
1. Rornans 7:6. " •. the ne-l'f life of t;1e Spirit!!. 
2. Colossians 2:20, 3:1. 
3. Horn:J.ns 6:4. 
4. Colossians 3:9,10, also 4:21-24 •• nbe renewed ••• put on 

the ne'I'T nature created after the likeness of God J.n 
and holiness". 

5. Colossia.'1.s 3:14, also Ii:phesiEms .5:2 •• 11walk in 
6. II Corinthians 3:17,18. 

as Christ loved us 11 •• 
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or against 

it, ratl1er than subject to some process of emergence to vihich 

it is victim. 

For the love of Christ controls us, because ~ve are 
that one has died for all; therefore an have 

.. ~--,----...-~-

died for all, that those V'rho live might live no 
themselves but for him who for their sake died and was rais 

Therefore considers anyone in to be a new creation to 

vl.-1om has been comrnitted the message of recor1ciliation,2 as a "'r··'"''"""'·"' 

ntogether >'Vi th him11 .3 Thus also he is able to urge Christians to 

the time" ,L and says - telling then to be ·vvhat they are,-

Do not b'.~ confom.ed to this age, but be transforrr:.ed by the 
renewal of your mind, tnat- -you way prove what is the will 
of God •• .; 

The 11inc enti ve of love11 ' in Christ, and the participation in the 

tly lead to b of Hthe same having the same lovell -vr.i. thin 

Here is the c eous basis for ethical practice. 

makes this dependent upon the of Christ& 

Have this mind among yourselves, which you have in Christ Jesus, 
-"'"'-- t• ,,. '-"' . ' "'' . wuo ••• emp lea tll:.1lS8-L.L, taklng t.ne .1 orm oi a servant, belng born 
in the likeness of men ••• he humb1ed himself and became obedient 
unto death ••• on a cross.? 

God exalted Him for that reason.8 

l. 
2. 
3. 
~. 
r:' ,.. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

. . . . . . 
II Corinthians 5:14,15. 

Corinthians 5:16-20. 
II Corinthians 6:1. 
Ephesians 5:16, Colossians 
Romans 12:2. 
Philippians 2:1,2. 
Philippians 2:5-8. 

2:10. 

), • h 
'-!-•,...1• 
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present experience of the Christian is to be anc to do, 

to feel 

obtained ••• but I press on to make it my 
lies behind and forward to what 

lies ahead, T press on ••• only let us hold true to what we have 
attained.l 

Theexpression of the nevmess of e is ct~aracteristical1y 

present, as is implicit in the foregoing, and as is e:xp in all 

of 's exhortation to etl1..tca1 matters, material 

bulks in his he SlLYns up the .L' vne 

', orni tting the 

and says 11 Iove does no v;-rong to a is tl1e 

fulfilling of the law11 , 3 it is clear that to tb.is J_s 

e:x:p res si oa of a man j fror:1 sin 

I{1or 
any 

Jesus neither 
faith WO 

nor uncircumcision 
through love)~ 

is of 

is a freedo:n sin's free 

eYers are Healledn.. There is the 

sl1ould_ u 

must 11<'<alk 6 .. Paul put himself in to 

to 

men, becoming ''all to ali men , that I might ·'T'.eans save 

some11 • 7 

6. 
'7 
{ . 

3: 

111il-.Lic1r con.si. sts 
Rotn.ans 13: 10. 

5:6. 
c'. 1 ,...-· . .J~' 

. . . 

]ere ~es the j_ r: t errr:s 

10:19-23 .. 
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liere tr .. e of raised before with respect to and 

his purpose in history, both in the past and in the future, 7vhich is 

by faith and a ho~ respectively, is addressed to the 

ever as to his free practice of the NiiJ!V life 1Nbich is his.. !:aul's 

affirmation is, n we live th0 Spirt t, let us also walk by the 

Spiri tul and "walk in love, as 

3. The • 

The life of the Church bears witness in the sacrar:-tents to the 

e moral ccmtinuu::n, shown to 

be such by the Event ::1f Christ, ·which is the 

of God. 

The Jesus of history, the Christ of ence &1d the Lord Yv-ho is 
to come are not three, but one Lord ccnd Saviour Jesus Christ.3 

These sacraments, if rightly practiced, also express the present 

imnortctnee of the past red.em1)ti ve l1istory and t2:e fut1~re culminatio11 of 

it with reference to the eternally decisive NOV'i at the midpoint of 

history. The baptism of the old Israel under the divinely appointed 

leadership of Moses d:i_d not prevent God from destroying them the 

wilderness due to their disobedience.h Our baptism is into ,Jesus Christ, 

and is a baptism into His death and resurrection 

so that [ z'11.c. J as Christ 'Nas raised from the dead by the 
the Father, v:e too might walk in newness of life.5 

1. Galatians 5:25. 
..., 
Lo 5:2 • 
3. Marsh, op. cit., p. 137. 
4. I 10:1-5. 
5. Romans 6:4. 

. . . . . . 
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A resurrection 1 is the chief inter1t of tbis 

since tb.e very nature of the new· life consists in being 11 dead to 

and "alive to God in Christ11
• Ins this is the c 

of a future physical resurrection,l based on the unique no:1.c 

death and resurrection2 at the of his From the NO'll the 

experience of baptism, the nevv manber CJf the Body Christ J1as 

ln tl1e past ancl, by the Spirtt, in tl1e occurrence of 

the present and the future" .3 Therefore Christians are to be actively 

engaged aas men 1Nho have been brought from death to life11', in the 

practice of rightecusness,l.J. so as to 11bear fruit for God ••• in the new 

1ife of the 

The in its proper significa'1ce, marks an opet'1 

identification Ni th the living Lord, ::md is the point in the 

individual history of the me.nber- who has been reconciled to God !!in 

Christ 11 • The IJord Is Supper is the participation by an the members, 

Qua Body, in the sove;reignty of God in His-Story; that is, in 

redemptive integrating purpose which is operative throughout the time-

process but presently and locally expressed jJ1 the social 

whose~ life is 11 eternal 11 , whose Head is Christ. 

Paul attaches sic;nificance to the words of Jesus in 

the institution of the Supper, Both the partaking of the bread, and 

the partaking of the cup are to be done ?
1in rernembrance of mell .6 

~ . . . . 
l. Romans 6:.5-ll. 
2. 6:10. 
5. Cullman, op. cit., p. 221. 
L. Romans 6:12-Jlf 
5. EmnE.ns 7:4,6. 
6. I Corinthians 12:24, 25 .. 
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is represented as the body of Jesus Hbroken 'fhe cup is 

nthe new ;.,_, 
...i..J.J. blood. The of the Event of the cross 

aJ:1d resurrection, in this of the Jesus and 

the disciples, is not sufficient itself. Faith dces not stand alone; 

its indiv-idualistic tendency is balanced in the corxr:.1L"1ion of the 

particularly as expressed in the Lord's which cmmnemorates the 

ex:Dresslon of love in Christ 11 who loved us and gave hi::nself up for us, 

a fragment offering and sacrifice to God11 .l ~:mr;1ose in that 

of love was to create a church in which "life is consta'1tly 

because it is a under the divine wordn2 so that she 

and without blerrish"3 when finally presented before Him. Because of 

this, the Lord's Supper is an affirmation of the ethical N:rD/{ness of 

introd:uc ed "in Christn. The historical consciousness e_;q_:J licit in this 

act is evident in Pau1 1 s sumrnary of its significance 

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
the LOrcP s death until he comes )i. 

·rhat is why there must be no derogation of the affirmation 

intrinsic to the Lord's Supper by making it into an individualistic 

d ,..,a t ~ Y1 .; n aa+ ho-r-':. g r:; an 1,;, S I O.lOmJ..,__ s v . ,,~ ..Ln • .- Such particularism profanes nt;,e body 

and blood of the r"ord!l, prevents the discerr.u'D.ent of the integrality 

of the Body in its present expression and of the unity of faith and 

hope which she entertains. 6 

1. 
2. 

J. 
!, 
q .• 

Reinhold 
19L:9, p. 

5:2. 
.::;ibuhr, 

242. 

Corinthians 

Faith 

. . . . . . 
ond 

6. I Corinthians 11:29,33,34. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-79-

There is one body and one 
the one hope that, 
one baptism, one God and 
and -tAl-trough all and in all 

, just as you were call to 
to your call, one Lord, one .faith, 

er of us all, who is above all 

In the Lord's Supper, the Church 11places itself ever ane-w; in 

the redemptive history of past, present, and future 11 ,2 and proclaims 

history's significance and value "in Christ11 • This enables the members 

to re-vie-N, in perspee;ti ve, the totality of the experience 

of lNhich they are participants, a.11d to motivate them to ess 

at its immediate and future-deterrnining locus, the present. 

D. SurrJnary a11d Conclusion 

would not maintain that Vie are living in the aftermath 

of the climax of history. He w-ould rather find the present, which is 

post-death and post-resurrection of Christ to be the point at which 

the redemptive history is in focus, full of va1ue and of opportunity.3 

The capacity to see this derives by faith from the decisive NOW of 

time when the Event of the Cross and Resurrection took place, establishing 

B.C. and A.D. in sharpest contrast as ways of the meaning and 

connection of past and future. The forward-moving NOlY of e:x.--perimce is 

measured directly from and is u:1derstood by this mid_~'Joint in history, 

achieving its ultimate value only in the presence of the " 

spirit'!. 

. . . . . . 
'Ephesians 4: 7. 
Cullman, op. cit., p. 221. 
Thus ?aul di from op. cit., p. l37, 138, 
centering ali pa;::;t, contemporary present, and 
great fulfillment at Calvary and the tomb.!! 

vrho leans toward 
upon the 11one 
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I 

NE!Vness of life, thus, a present fact stemming the 

resurrection of As it is manife.sted the c Bod;r oi~ 

I Christ in 11 faith love11 , it ls the 

vvill in accord with the purclose j_n history of It is 

I optimistic in that the is both t.ho 

I 
of past history, and the guarantee of future culmination 

of the 

I NOV!J the Head of' the commu::1ion of the saints. 

I 
I 
I 
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I 
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AND C 

Paul was vi C C2.1C with hist-0ry as an of 

it from the unique J:l)lent of the 

A. In 

1Vhereas for Toynbee the basic in is that of 

challenge - response,l man's role th:.:ts b Paul 1 viav could 

be described as promise fulfillment, a description of God's S""r"'"''"'' 

role in history. To the c factor the 

llment is hmnan Sin, not to meet the 

God 1 s purpose in history is consistent, That is ed to 

man by the supra-national faith-principle by ¥:hich it is to be 

and by ',vhich CJOd thereby is to be knovm. This rests on the H 

for history as a series of theological acts, rat than a 

h l . - t' r'\ c rono.c.oglcal con lnu:.:tm • .::. The i11 its valid 

historical interpretation is to men relation to Jesus 

C:hrist vvay of disclosing benefic.ial e in history. history 

of Israel is that of redemption from 1!6ypt to the promis 

of man is that of redemption 

in God as sovereign in historic fulfi 

1. 

A 

t:.. 

of 

. . . . . . 
J. Toyrlb ee, Fi et er 

tl1e Past: Ca::1 -.~Ye Deterrrd.ne It?, 

op. cit., 28 

-81-

sin to fulness of life. 

of His purpose is a 

Tl1e .Eec..con 

e. 
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characteristic of .A con~.Tergence of tJ:1e :h.istoric anti tl1ese 

( s 

I purpose of u.lci co-:ne a bl to the nations 

.Abrar~am) takes tive 

I cli.rnax in Christ. Here trw problem of S:Ln is and 

I 
is fulfil:Led at a in time a r::.an vv-ho ·was 

raised of the In this 

I pattern of f·ulfillrn_Gllt is the only 'Nay vvr1ich cohere..11ce 

of carl be found in historJ inclusive of its past and future. 

I The alternative to tacit or rc;al despair in the face of the 

I 
pr·esence of sin arld i11 the 1.rvorld, i.s hope. Recertt 

has vri tnessed the to the e hope that man and an 

I were inevitably progressing d toward heaven on earth in the 

of the hell on earth unleas by the mind of man in e 

I and in war., Paul es his u.nd2rstanding of the future on a 

I 
hope, that of ultimate "eternal lifeH. He entertains e because to 

hi:n there is an ultimac;)r in the movements of history- as to 

I vindicate the cla~'TI.S which tl1e atonement and rece>nciliation J_n 

make. These claims are now held faith. Hope is the of 

I this faith vd. th respect to human destiny. Hence ~:<au1' s concern is not 

I 
upon th3 vicissitudes 7Jhich seem. to defy the literality of '!... • ' acuJ.. evea. 

ent of (God 1 s) pm:J.Jose in history but with 

I these to an ultimate vindication on the of 

. . . . . . 
I 1. M:arsh, op. cit., p. 142. 

I 
I 
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those vrho have faith. It the hostility to the in fact 

seems to to presage its ultimate vindication. It will be an 

I historically term.i..na1 vindication and may be anticipated 

hope because Jesus, the object of faith as being Lord, vd.ll be 

I openly as such. Then the dimensions of the E:tern.al -vd.ll be 

to , and 

I time-vector vrill as merely one durative element in Him who 

I "fills the uni vers e11 • 

Paul sees the time-process - from the breadth of the ages, 

I do·vm to the im;nediacy of this day - only by refere.1ce to God 1 s purpose 

to redeem gnd to reconcile all things to elf. There is no other 

I purpose vvhich exists, God be considered as subject to the t2me-

I process, rather t~1an o·ver • .1-
liJ, and the tic., 

is :not The cruciality of the time-process is evi not 

I 
, 

ill the past theological events c the K•'f'"c. or tin:es 

opportunity. These stand in a succession of anticipatory hope, from 

I one to the next, looking to the ultimate future and 
--"---_;;;. 

upon it 

I 
for vindication. Nevertheless the time-process is od a series 

of unrepeatable events, vrhere God acted. 

I The cruciali ty of the 

e when the mtire fact of duration come to its 
'/ , 

'!... Kfi£ ('oc.. I for this is inclusive of and of the ess, 

I 
' 1sacred11 and "secular" history taken. together; their significance is 

made apparent only in the reality of an center of 

Th:i.s is see11 the Ylerson of Jesus Christ in his death and 

resurrectj_on. hi:>n the of the ages has directed 
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ess before 

it 

I The center of has an historical as the 

value becomes 

I if the vwrd.s death-life were substituted for r 

I 
and if death were seen in a causal connection vvi th sin, and life in a 

causal connection Spirit of God. It is therefore the hinge on 

I Yvtlich histor-y turns. There is a vi tal sense in ·which each successive 

NOW point in time has that same potential value because 11 n07i is the 

I of salvation11 • The absolute value of the c N07l depends 

I 
on spiri t 11 ~~1w teaches men to love one another, 

I one 1 s ovm history with that of Christ Jesus and thereby to become a 

memb()r of the Body of Christ, regnant vri th resurrection power, able to 

I deter:n:Lne the future by a will free to act in accord with the ultimate 

I 
purpose of history. The sure goal of history will s be the 

calmination of the reconcilic..tion accomplished at the cross and in 

I resurrection. Of this thG Christian is sure because of the immediate 

ethical love 1Nhich enables him as a 11 new creature" to express 

I in presa~t experience. The value of the present vrith 

I 
a11d. is in.t1ere~nt the soci.a1 bond of love, c 

b expressed. 

I Il1 tl1e coinr:union th.e the tota1i ty of ~3od t s 

ess of 

I 1 s Eody.. The sacrarnent of the Lord 1 s er as it is 

I 
history is a .Preserrt a.ffirmatio11 of 

I 



I 
I tion S011t in 

I r 

is also a 

I of all s ur1cler the of ng 

I 
the moral 

I B. 

I had a defj~ni te is e, 

that 1 • 
illS 

I h&s s eerLed less obvicn1s is t}Je ba.sic o 

I 
o:f tl:is process. Sons rec 

P;;;_"~!G t·een led to an extre:ne C:1.SfY1 

I vthile others, 

either has to 

I or It is not necessary to eal 

I no:r:· a 1 realistic 1 bel:i. tt1emsnt of the enc:l~ti::n.e;o in ord,:;r 

I to cope :;vi tt1 t.lte v er-:l , and 

:lS room for so static of view" of the (;ss as 

I v;ould. the b at the Cross as c~11 as the 

I 
t.b.i.s 

Cross itself ·vva11ld ··i~b.e nG17I1r3.SS of lD 

I 
I Tb.is 3 of ed a uns grasp of 

I 
I 
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of the tLc.e 

expressed as 

drav;s G·od ...:; ·v·;. 
.L.LJ .. the 

e is :near:s for of tree 

flistoric event of the resurrection of Jesus fror1 the 

is the e e~x:pression in. life of the imparted "in 

a social of grmrlh; it establishes ul tirnatG val~u.e in tl1e 

present. These attitudes or responses are with reference to the 

of in and over the ti;ne-proc ess. 

C. Conclusion 

To each element of the time-process ts :Lnt 

re1ated to the other two. It is at this point to note 

the e, and together. 

e i3 this: 

you. ll1 our pra;J" ers, 
vrorl{ of fai tl1 
Lord. Jesus Cr.rist 

i~ Ollr 

Yet :for tbe rrescn1.t in its \ro..1·ue, as has b ce11.. d.errtons 

1 .. s oi relative importc.nce tJ1an th - or'i. to the 

or 

l. 
2. 
3. 

e - o.ri e:r1ted to the 

no7; abide e, love, these t':"ree, but the 
of tl'"lsse ts 

o:p • cit. , I). 
T ~2b.es salo~1iar1s l: 2. 
I Go1:intbj_a;:lS • 

1:13, 2:22, 
T Thess&loni&ns 3: 

The other 
this 
refero:nce, I 

are s;) sc:1.fi8d_ ·-:td_ tl-Lotlt 
I Tirnothy l: 14, 2: 6:11, 
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