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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 



ttr have no expectation that 
any man will read history aright, 
who thinks that what was done in 
a remote age, by men whose na~es 
have resounded far, has any deeper 
sense than what he is doing to-day. 11 

-Emerson's Essay 2n Histo~ 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Statement and Justification of the Subject 

The discovery of the New World was an accident 

and an adventure. It was both an effect and a cause. 

No one can doubt that it resulted, in part, from the spirit 

of the then dawning Modern Age. Likewise it was a further 

stimulus to the spirit out of which it came. As Dr. 

Whitehead says in his Adventures of Ideas: 

"Before Columbus set sail for America, he had 
dreamt of the far East and of the round world, 
and of the trackless ocean. Adventure rarely 
reaches its predestine·d end. Columbus never 
reached China. But he discovered America".1 

The settlement of the newly found lands was like-

wise an adventure, but not an accident. This movement 

was impelled by certain forces and attractions for which 

we must account. No sooner were the hidden territories 

revealed, than men moved to acc~aplish a transference of 

their accustomed civilizations to these new expanses. 

Colonization began almost immediately and continued 

progressively. Men left their ancestral abodes to set 

up fresh ones across a boundless stretch of water. 

Thousands departed from the comparative comfort and secur-

• • 

1. Whitehead, Adventures of Ideas, p. 359. 
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ity of the European homeland to endure inestimable hard­

ship on the frontiers of two vast and strange continents. 

Why did they do so? For what reason should they have 

planted colonies thousands of mile.s from the motherland? 

Was it for fame and fortune; for glory, or gold, or God? 

While recognizing that they had no unmixed incentives, 

one has an especial interest in the part religion had in 

stimulating and stirring men to the establishment of 

provinces of European culture in the western lands. The 

subject of this study has to do particularly with the 

religious motive in the colonization of the Americas. 

The above theme seems to savor only of pious 

Pilgrim Fathers and rugged New England shores. The fact 

that such an idea is prevalent justifies this study in 

which it.will be shown that others also had religious 

aims in settlement. Too often association of the reli­

gious endeavor is restricted to those Separatists who 

settled in the region of Boston. Pilgrims are all right, 

but what of Spanish zealots, and heroic Frenchmen who 

labored undei• the Cross? They likewise excite admiration 

and interest. What part did each of them play? One may 

profitably direct attention to the foundations by these 

nations of overseas empires in.the western hemisphere • 

• • 
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The spiritual side of the story has been too frequently 

disregard:ed by some historians and only sentimentally 

told by others. Again, may one by such a study enhance 

his understanding of the religious situation on both 

shores of the·Atlantic. 

"Loria, the Italian economist, has urged the 
study of colonial life as an aid in under~ 
standing the stages of Eu_ropean development, 
affirming that colonial settlement is for 
economic science what the mountain is .. for 
the geologist, bringing to light primitive 
stratifications. 'America', he says, 'has 
the key to the historical enigma which Europe 
has sought for centuries in vain, and the land 
which has no history reveals luminously the 
course of universal history. 11

.
11 

If this be true for the field of economics, then it is 

even. more true for the field of the Christian religion. 

B P d ·p· ·~)·' 't-' ..... ~0~ • urpose an !e.t:L~:l "'"-'l 

.The boldness of the present investigation is 

not particularly to prove that the religious was the 

greatest motive for colonization, however true or untrue 

this may be. Rather, it is a d·et.ermination of the part 

religion played together with many other motives,· and an 

endeavor to estimate its proper place among them. 

The field is broad. It is-limited, in the main, 

to the colonial enterprises on.the new continent by Spain, 

• • • • 

1. Turner, The Frontier in American K~story, p. 11. 
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France, and England. In making this limitation, one 

cannot forget the less extensive work o~ such peoples as 

the Dutch, the Portuguese, the Swedish, the Italians, 

and the Germans. The Colonial Period, ~or this study, 

will be considered as extending ~rom 1492, when Columbus 

le~t a ~ew men in Haiti, to about the year 1750. 

C. Method o~ Procedure 

The American culture sprang out o~ the ~ertile 

li~e o~ Europe. It is essential, there~ore, to view the 

happenings on the eastern shore o~ the Atlantic, and to 

witness the complicated background ~rom which America came. 

A preliminary_chapter will.be devoted to this phase o~ the 

subject. The religious work of the Spanish in planting 

colonies will next occupy attention. Then a glimpse at 

the French motives o~ settlement will be taken. In a 

third phase the English colonies o~ the Eastern seaboard 

will be studied. A concluding chapter will summarize the 

~indings o~ this survey. 

In the colonial ~ield the literary sources are 

extremely numerous. Literally thousands o~ early documents 

relating to it are to be ~ound in the Spanish, French, and 

English languages. In addition, a vast quantity of second­

ary literature has grown up. For this work a number o~ the 

latter writings have been studied, as well as many o~ the 

source-materials in English. 



CHAPTER TWO 

THE EUROPEAN BACKGROUND OF COLONIZATION IN AMERICA 



11 The characteristic significance 
of the Middle Ages was of such a 
nature as to make it comparable 
to the spaciousness of a-vast 
Cathedral gradually extending its 
corridors all over Europe, at­
tracting all races so powerfully 
within its inclosures as to mru{e 
it appear impossible to belong to 
the European sphere of culture 
without also belonging to the 
Christian religion and the Catholic 
Church. u 

-Schmidlin, Catholic Mission History, 
p. 245 



CHAPTER TWO 

THE EUROPEAN BACKGROUND OF COLONIZATION IN AMERICA 

A. Introduction 

The roots of American culture are deeply im­

bedded in the life of Europe. 11 The foundations of America 

were laid in European conditions and occurrences."1 One 

must, therefore, look first to its sources to gain any 

adequate understanding of' our colonial history.2 That to 

which Europeans can point with pride before 1492, so can 

we. Their heritage is our heritage. In their foundation 

and throughout their growth the colonies were tremendously 

influenced by what happened on the other side of' the water • 

. The investigation of this chapter will have to do with the 

background -- particularly the religious background 

before which the drana of colonization was enacted. 

History is difficult to interpret, but it is possible to 

scan several centuries to observe how religion stands out 

in the landscape, and how it became a leading factor in 

the settlement of the New World. In this it is well to 

remember the admonition Newton gives: 

• • • • • 

1. Cheyney, The European Background of American History, 
p. 314. 

2. C:f. Andrews, The Colonial Period of American History, 
Vol. 1, Preface, p, ·v: 11 In deallng with Colonial history 
in general, three factors stand out for conspicuous 
treatment: the mother country, the colonies, and the 
relations between them." 

-5-
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"We have come to realize that the extreme com­
plexity of world conditions has been reached not 
by a succession of jerky catastrophies, but br, a 
gradual and continuous process of 'becoming'. tl 

B. The Middle Ages 

In 476 Rome succumbed to the Teutonic Invasions. 

The span of years between that event and the Renaissance 

is termed the Middle Ages or the Dark Ages. Throughout 

this great period foundations of the culture of Europe 

were laid -- the Europe of which America was born. The 

Medieval era is for modern man of most inviting interest. 

One of the outstanding phases of life in this 

epoch was the mold into which society fell -- Feudalism. 

"Feudalism can perhaps best be thought of as a 
case of arrested development, caused by a dead­
lock between opposing forces, a conflict between 
the principles of patriarchal society and those 
of a political state in which neither was victo­
rious •11 2 

Though in theory a perfect hierarchal system was estab­

lished, actually society became stratified and stagnant. 

At the top were the great nobles and Churchmen; below 

were the lesser nobles and clergy; below them were the 

peasants (serfs and freemen). Every strong king tried to 

break the power of this system which weakened his grasp 

upon his realm. With the dawn of modern times Feudalism 

• • • • • 

1. Newton, The Great Age of Discovery, p. 1. 
2. A quotation from Jenks in Parson's Stream of History, 

P• 367. 
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declined -- "rotted under its own weight" and only persia-

tent vestiges remained permanently a part or Western civ-

ilization. It was a distinctly agricultural and rural 

social theory: it made the Dark Ages 11 dark 11
• 

The great central and universal institution or 

the Middle Ages was the Church. When Rome rell politi­

cally, the Catholic Church upheld its tradition ecclesi­

astically. Everybody was tied on every hand by this co-

lossal structure. As many others express in errect: 

nRoman Catholic Christianity was ror centuries 
almost the sole principle or unity in Western 
Europen.l 

There were really no nations worthy or the nrume during this 

period: the Church made them unnecessary. A man's alle-

giance belonged not to a king or a country, but to the 

Body or Christ and His Vicar at Rome. Such a ract as this 

was bound to leave a permanent impression on the European 

mind. 

The crowning reature o£ the ecclesiastical sys-

tem was the institution of the Papacy. Arising from a 

dubious beginning, based on more dubious claims, the 

Successor to St. Peter had rirmly rooted himself by the 

seventh century. Thereafter there was a steady rise o£ 

the Papacy, a period of unparalleled supremacy, and 

• • • • • 

1. Lyman, The Meaning and Truth of Religion, p. 52. 
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finally a decline of' the pap-al chair in influence, while 

its occupants waned in morality and ability. I-ts state 

bec.~e so shameful as to be the cause o:r persistent cries 

for reform, and descended so low as to suf'fer the 11Babylon­

ish Captivity" at Avignon from 1305- 77. This was fol­

lowed by a dramatic interlude, in which for forty years 

there were three "sole" Vicars of' Christ. 

During the same era occurred the growth and 

finally the decline of' Monasticism. Multitudes in Europe 

sought solace and escape :rrom the rrsinf'ul world" in cave, 

and cell, and cloister. At one time there were over 37,000 

monasteries in Europe. In the t;:tw~J{flth and t~i<'l'teenth 

centuries arose the Mendicant orders of f'riars -- the 

Franciscans, the Augustinians, the Dominicans -- which 

played such an important role in the New World. · 

Thus the Church molded personal and social life 

in the Middle Ages. It helped to shape culture as is 

witnessed by the cathedrals into which the souls of the 

people were builded. Political aff'mrs were under eccle­

siastical surveillance. Intellectual lif'e reached a peak 

in the Catholic universities and in the of't-times harshly 

and f'alsely criticized Scholasticism. The economic phase 

was also touched, in that at least by "Peter's Pence" the 

Pope had his hand on everybody's purse-strings. Life in 

the Middle Ages was in a very real sense 11 Church-life 11
• 
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The Crusades constituted another power~ul ~orce 

in this era. During the twel~th and thirteenth centuries 

seven great pilgrimages were made to the Holy Land with 

the aim o~ recovering the Holy Sepulchre ~rom pro~ane 

Moslem hands. Their incentives were not always unmixed, 

and religious zeal was o~ten con~sed with commercial 

enterprise and even brigand.ry. Among their important 

results was the opening o~ the East and the acquisition 

by Europe o~ an insatiable taste ~or spices, tea, dyes, 

silks, gems, gold, and other rare gi~ts of the Orient. 

Except for the Crusades, America probably would not have 

been discovered as early as it was. Marco Polo's jour­

neys at this same time, likewise stimulated interest in 

China. 

Thus the Middle Ages progressed. Profitable 

trade relations were started. Towns and cities arose. 

People were needed to populate the cities; they shifted 

there. This loss o~ people in feudalism led to its 

collapse. Mediums o~ exchange were necessary. Gold 

became the standard of wealth, instead of immobile land. 

Banking was necessitated. The pro~it-motive replaced 

mere "subsistence-farmingn. The seeds of a capitalistic 

system were sown. Products of the West had to be sent 

in exchange to the East. Industry commenced to replace 

the supremacy o~ agriculture. Artisans were in demand. 
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Cra.f't guilds and merchant guilds arose side by side. New 

situations and new needs called for initiative and re-

sourcefulness. Trade routes were laid out. Busy trade 

cities resulted. The spirit of nationalism arose. Modern 

boundaries were in the process of formation. A new era 

was dawning. 

In 1453 Constantinople fell, ushering in a new 

period. Traditionally the Turks were supposed to have cut 

off access to the East; therefore, in hunting another way, 

America was discovered. This is not altogether true: 

11 • • • That which undermined the lucrative trade 
and destroyed the commercial supremacy of the 
cities of the Mediterranean was not ~rkish op­
pression, but Portuguese enterprise". 

Under Prince Henry, the Navigator, a great Christian man 

and a missionary spirit, Portugal developed remarkably in 

navigation, and so paved the way for Columbus. An intel­

lectual stimulus was felt throughout Europe. Also there 

was manifested a growing discontent in the Church. The 

Albigenses, the Waldenses had protested earlier for reli­

gious freedom. The nseared flesh" of many a heretic 

raised a stench in Europe that would lead to a crisis. 

Indeed, an intellectual and a spiritual crisis was im-

pending. 

• • • • • 

1. Andrews, The Colonial Period. of American History, Vol 
1, p. 6. See also Lybyer 1s Article, 11 The Ottoman Turks 
and the Routes of Oriental Trade", Historial Review, 
1915, pp. 578 - 588. . 
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Cheyney summarizes this important part of our 

background in a most striking manner. Spea..lcing of the 

period 1300 - 1453 he says: 

"The most marked characteristics of the history 
of Europe considered as a whole, during the 
period • • • was its uniformity • • • • 
What happened in one country happened, in a some­
what different form, in others. • • • Medieval 
feudalism was dying out. Farm life was encroach­
ing on rural life. Capitalism was at work in all 
countries. Centralization within larger or smaller 
boundaries was everywhere in progress. • • • 
These and a score of other instances of parallel 
development indicate that the history of Europe 
was a single current, not a series of feparate 
national, racial or regional streams". 

And again, 

nThe most conspicuous characteristic of this 
period was its assurance that it was introduc­
tory to a new era 11 

• 2 

Throughout the Middle Ages this fact is plain: 

that European individual and social life was steeped and 

stamped with religion. Nowhere could you escape it: it 

was in the bloo:d of the people. Naturally it follows that 

it would be an inherent motive in colonizing the New World. 

C. The Renaissance 

1. Its Beginning 

The period of history called the Renaissance is 

not yet remote enough to be interpreted accurately. Its 

• • • • • 

1. Cheyney, The Dawn of !!: New Era, p. 328. 
2. Ibid., p. 339. 
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main trends, however, arei·clearly distinguishable, and the 

most casual observation reveals its transitional nature. 

"Anyone who looks through the records of the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries becomes con­
scious of an extraordinary change of mental 
outlook showing itself on all sides in un­
expected ways. He finds at the same time that 
all attempts to analyze and account for this 
change are to a great extent unsatisfactory. 
After marshalling all forces and ideas which 
were at work to produce it, he still feels that 
there was behind all these an animating spirit 
which he can not but most imperfectly catch, 
whose power blended all else to~ether and gave 
a sudden cohesion to the whole.~l 

In about every sphere of life significant changes occur. 

In the intellectual rea1m we observe the Revival of Learn-

ing; in the political, we see the centralization of govern­

ment; in the geographical, discovery and exploration; in 

the religious, revival, reform, transplantation. Socially, 

economically, commercially, morally -- everything changedt 

The Renaissance was as an electric shock that passed 

through the Western -world. Humanism was a prominent force. 

It was a reassertion of the Liberty of Man, stimulated by 

a revival of interest in the study of ancient Greek and 

Latin classics, the manuscripts of which flowed into Italy 

after the fall of Byzantium in 1453. The movement was 

effected in its course from all sides: by the Reformation; 

the discovery of America; the growth of nations; the 

• • • • • 

1. Newton, The Great Age of Discoverx, p. 2. 
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invention o~ gunpowder, compass and astrolabe, paper and 

printing. This latter invention was very significant 

religiously in that the Bible was first printed in 1440 -

50 and was followed by a stream of religious and secular 

works to enlighten Europe. 

2. The Renaissance in France 

The Renaissance was mothered in Italy, foster-

ed there by a galaxy of fertile intellects. From his 

military expeditions to Italy (1492 - 1500) Charles VIII 

of France brought the Renaissance home. By the time of 

the sack of Rome in 1527 the Revival of Letters had 

changed center -- to the Land of the Fleur-de-lis. Paint-

ing, architecture, and kindred arts received immediate 

stimulus. Parsons says: 

nFrance wrote the greatest prose of the Renais­
sance, expressing the sanest philosophy of life, 
built the most beautiful chateaux and furnished 
an adventurous breed of explorers in the- New 
Worldn.l 

Among the great writers was Rabelais. To such penmen as 

he do the nations owe in large part an established and 

polished vernacular. 

The Renaissance also witnessed the more complete 

decay of feudalism. France was broadly affected by such 

an intellectual stimulus. It was enabled to produce a 

• • • • • 

1. Parsons, The Stream of History, p. 409. 
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succession of able leaders in all realms. Likewise was 

it prepared as a fertile field for the attendant religious 

revival. 

3. The Renaissance in Spain 

Some German writer has said: 

11 Gibt es eine spanische Renaissance? " -••• es gibt keine spanische Renaissance, 
aber es gibt auch keine spanisches Mittel 
Alter".l 

There is some truth in this statement, nevertheless the 

Hispanic peninsula played a strange but important part in 

this movement. 

"How did it come about that in the course of 
two or three generations there was such a vast 
outburst of visible energy from this group~ 
(the 'Iberian). Was it due to political circum­
stances, or was there some deeper psychological 
cause at work which alone made it possible for 
men to put forth such heroic exertionsrn2 

Professor Antonio Pastor says that the Iberians led in 

Europe not because they were the first to be imbued with 

the modern spirit of inquiry, but because they were: 

" ••• 1 the last to retain the medieval in­
spiration of the Crusaders, the paladins, and 
the knights-errant long after the ages of faith 
had waned among other nations of Western Europe 
into the scepticism of the Renaissance' ."3 

• • • • • 

1. "Is there a Spanish Renaissance?" 
"There is not a Spanish Renaissance, but there is 
also no Spanish Middle Ages. 11 

2. Newton, The Great Age of Discovery, p. 6. 
3. Ibid, P• 6. 
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Spain was in many ways situated to take a lead 

in the Revival of Learning. It was on the Mediterranean 

Sea and on the Atlantic. It could capitalize on the assets 

of its Moors. It could draw on the gold of the New World. 

For a time it was in advance of other nations, and made 

its best contributions in the line of discovery and ex­

ploration. 

Nor did Spain linger in artistic accomplishments, 

.with such men as Valesquez (1599- 1660). Her palaces, 

with their unique architecture are among the most beauti­

ful of Europe. Cervantes was her greatest writer, al­

though there were also Lope de Vega and Calderon. One 

must also recall the extensive influence of Erasmus of 

Rotterdam in Spain, particularly in his relations with 

the brilliant leader, Cardinal Ximines. Spain's spirit 

of religiosity affected her tremendously and colored the 

Renaissance movement within and without her borders. 

4. The Renaissance in England 

The Renaissance naturally flowered later in 

England than on the continent. In the visual arts her 

place was not very prominent. Rather did the intellectual 

movement affect her in other ways. In science ro!d phi­

losophy she made significant accomplishments. The Isles 

were particularly accomplished in the mariner's art 

a fact which they demonstrated to the world before, 
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during, and after 1588. But England's crowning glory was 

in the field of literature. In the latter sixteenth and 

early seventeenth centuries there arose a succession of 

excellent scribes. What dramatist could c~mpare with 

Shakespeare -- or even the promising Marlowe? Nor should 

we forget Spenser, Jonson, Milton, Bunyan and a host of 

lesser lights. Their works achieved lasting importance 

and are monuments not only in English but in the world's 

literature. 

Accompanying these intellectual accomplishments 

are the usual political, economic and social changes. 

The religious transition of the same period is of especial 

significance. 

5. Sunnnary 

The Renaissance changed the whole face of 

Europe, and so the whole progress and destiny of the 

Americas. 

"When the 16th century opens, the West, with 
the exception of Italy, is still medieval ••• 
when the century closes, the West ••• has 
become modern."~ 

The Renaissance was torn through with religion. It was 

contemporaneous with the Protestant Reformation. Th~ 

Revival of Learning had both religious predecessors and 

progeny. The discovery of America.was one of its results. 

• • • • • 

1. Cambridge Modern History, Vol II, p. 690. 
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D. The Protestant Reformation 

The Protestant Reformation looms even more im-

portant in the background of American history than does 

the Renaissance. As to the Roman Catholic writers the 

thirteenth century appears the greatest, so to the Prot­

estant writers the sixteenth century appears. 

Some have said the Reformation caused the 

Renaissance; others that the Renaissance caused the 

Reformation. They are simultaneous and should not be too 

greatly separated. 

"The Renaissance was not necessarily secular 
and classical - it might be, and often was, 
both religious and Christian; nor was the 
Reformation essentially religious and moral -
it might be and often was political and secular. 11 1 

Or as Schaff expresses it in different vein: 

nThe Protestant Reformation assumed the helm 
of the liberal tendencies and movements of 
the Renaissance, directed them into the channel 
of the Christian life, and saved the world from 
a disastrous revolution".2 

1. The Causes of the Reformation 

The causes of the Reformation were as multitu-

dinous as they were various. The most general cause was 

the existence of certain abuses in the clergy. Endless 

• • • • • 

1. Cambridge Modern History, Vol II p. 690. 
2. Schaff, History of the Christian Church, Vol VI, p. 3. 
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lists of them could be given. Even Catholic writers admit 

that conditions were not as they should be.1 The causes 

may be listed under four main heads. 2 

a. Moral Causes 

Disgraceful, though not universal practices of 

immorality were to be found from parish priest to Pope. 

b. Doctrinal Causes 

A great many unscriptural teachings had crept 

into acceptance by the Church. Attempted reforms were 

vigorously suppressed as heretical. 

c. Financial Causes 

Often the financial burden of the Church on the 

people was tremendous. The ecclesiastics were propertied. 

Among the higher ranks of the clergy monetary discrepan­

cies were frequent and flagrant abuses abounded. Calumny 

and "its attendant evils could be traced to the Papal 

throne itself. 

d. Political Causes 

For centuries the Papal hand in secular affairs 

had been grievous to the royalty of Europe. Many writers 

say this was the greatest cause of the Reformation. 

• • • • • 

1. See article on Reformation, Catholic Encyclopaedia, 
Vol XII, P• 700ff. 

2. See Encyclopaedia Britannica on the Reformation, 
Vol 19, P• 32ff. 
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The immediate cause was the extensive sale of 

indulgences in Germany by the Dominican monk, Tetzel; the 

proceeds of which went toward the completion of St. Peter's 

Cathedral. Martin Luther then employed pen and paper, 

hammer and nails vigorously. 

2. The Reformation in France 

All northern Europe only awaited someone to 

touch the match to the "fire-trap" ecclesiastical struc­

ture emanating from Rome. France·immediately responded to 

the conflagration. It produced such notable leaders on 

the reform movement as Jacques Le Fevre, Calvin, and 

Beza --to mention·but three. 

In France the Protestants were called Huguenots. 

They were represented by the rich burghers in the towns, 

and the nobles in the country. Particularly were they 

numerous in southwestern France, Dauphine, and Normandy. 

In reality the Huguenots were a political party. Its 

leaders were Coligny, The Bourbon princes, and Henry of 

Navarre. Arrayed against them were the Guises and the 

Catholic de Medici. 

The zeal of the Huguenots is amazing and ad­

mirable. They were persecuted almost incessantly, on 

every hand, and in every manner. One shudders at the 

thought of' the great massacre on St. Bartholomew's Day 

in 1572. Catherine de Medici at times f'avored the 
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Protestants; at other times she slaughtered them. About 

the same could be said of Marguerite or Navarre. From the 

beginnings of reform to 1589 when Henry of Navarre as-

cended the throne as Henry IV, there was perpetual strife 

in France. There was peace during his reign -- but at 

great cost to the Protestants, for he turned Catholic in 

1593, saying, "Paris was worth a Mass".l He did, however, 

see that the Edict of Nantes was passed in 1598, granting 

toleration. After that the Catholics continued to attack 

the Protestants under cover. The Edict was revoked in 

1685 under Louis XIV. At this time thousands of Huguenots, 

the best and most brilliant blood of France, fled its 

borders. Not a few came to America. France's loss was 

our gain: they added to American quality and naturally had 

a religious motive for coming to these shores. They left 

a spark of Protestantism behind which never died out and 

claims a million professors today. 

3. The Reformation in Spain 

In Spain there was almost no Reformation. 

rtin the Iberian Peninsula the progress of 
Protestantism was so slight and so guickly 
crushed out that it played no part (directly) 
in the evangelization of Portuguese or Spanish 
America. "2 

• • • • 

1. Quoted from Parsons, p. 440. 
2. Cheyney, The European Background of American History, 

p. 177. (The parentheses are miner-



-21-

There are a number of reasons for this. Spain was almost 

fanatically Catholic. The Christians of Spain had had to 

fight for centuries for their existence and were exceeding­

ly zealous. There had already been a considerable reform 

of the clergy from within under the direction of Cardinal 

Ximines. The sovereigns, Ferdinand and Isabella, Charles 

V, and Philip II were all great champions of the Catholic 

faith. Charles V was so discouraged with the Peace of 

Augsburg that he abdicated and went into a monastery in 

1556. Then, Spain had used the Inquisition so effectively 

that Protestants were very backward about asserting them­

selves. Add to this the temper of the Spanish people and 

their comparative remoteness from the center of reform, 

and one sees why Spain was not Protestant. 

It must be borne in mind that there were three 

movements: the Protestant Reformation, the Counter Reforma­

tion, and the Catholic Reformation. The Catholics did 

attempt feebly to correct same of the more flagrant evils 

in the Council of Trent, as it dragged along from 1545 to 

1563. They used the military and monastic arms to combat 

the reformers. The Catholic princes fought the Protestant. 

The greatest weapon, however, was the Jesuit order founded 

by Ignatius Loyola (1491- 1556), a Spaniard. TheRefor­

mation affected Spain at home and alro in her colonies at 

least indirectly. Because of it they were more zealous 

than ever. 
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4. The Reformation in England 

An Englishman, John Wyclif (1324 - 84) is often 

termed the "Morning Star of the Reformation".1 He and 

his Lollard followers had much influence in the reform 

movement. After his death, his bones were exhumed, burned, 

and the ashes scattered in the brook Swift. The flame 

seemed to leap to Bohemia to inspire the heart of one 

John Huss. His fiery martyrdom kindled the zeal of Luther, 

whose influence completed the cycle by being felt in 

England. 

Five causes of the Reformation in England have 

been listed.2 

a. The influence of Wyclif and the Lollards 

b. The Corruption of the Church 

c. The Reformation on the Continent 

d. The Renaissance 

e. Nationalism in England 

All of these were present together with those influences 

which seem to escape analysis and grasp in historical 

study. 

The immediate cause for the break with the Pope 

was Ann Boleyn. Henry VIII wished to put aside Catherine 

• • • • 

1. Cowan, Landmarks of Church History, p. 140. 
2. Miller, Thesis entitled: Factors in the History of 

the English Church which Contribute to an Under­
standing of Richard Baxter. 
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of Arjagon to marry this woman. Although the request of 

divorcement was not unusual, especially for a king, and 

more especially for a king like Henry VIII; the request 

was not granted. Henry had Archbishop Cramner annul his 

match and he married Anne, in defiance of the Pope. He 

was excommunicated. By the Act of Supremacy in 1534 the 

king becrume the head of the English Church. The Catholics 

received in England during the next 150 years something 

of the persecution that the Huguenots had suffered in 

France. Henry's son, Edward VI established Protestantism 

as the English State Church~ Henry's daughter Mary 

(Bloody Mary) restored Catholicism. Her sister, Elizabeth 

restored Protestantism again; thus·, it remained. 

The Bible in the hands of the people in England 

was not the least of the factors in the success of the 

Reformation there. Because the reform was not complete 

enough for some, the Puritans arose to carry it farther. 

We hear of them again on our shores. 

5. Summary 

The Reformation has never been entirely com­

pleted. If it had been able to continue unhampered, 

there is no way of telling its possible extent. It was 

accompanied by persecution, fiery zeal, and a series of 

bitter religious wars. All of these things caused many 

I 
I 
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to migrate to the New World. Probably the Reformation was 

the greatest single factor toward the religious motive in 

the col~nization of America. 

"In analyzing the forces which affected the 
colonization of America, the depth of the im­
pression made upon Europe by the Protestant 
Reformation can hardly be overestimated. Al­
though the direct and immediate influence of 
this great movement upon America was great, 
its indirect and remote effects have been still 
more important. One of the effects was the 
creation of the religious motive for emigration, 
which in conjunction with other incentives was 
one of the earliest and most constant causes for 
the peopling ·of America."l 

E. Political Background 

The Political situation which existed in Europe 

determined courses in the colonies which reflected the 

spirit and methods of the mother-country. 

1. Spain 

The character of the people of Spain affected 

the character of their politics. Bacon observes: 

"The Spaniards and Spartans have been noted 
for their small dispatch. Mi venga la muerte 
de Spagna - let my death come from Spainl ~or 
then it will be sure to be long a-coming'. 

Hanke states that a notable characteristic of the Spanish 

is a ngeneral contempt for law enforcement"3 , while Bury 

points out their "loyalty to their king and bigotry in 

• • • • • 
cp. dt. 

1. Cheyney,t\P• 168. (See also Bury, Vol I, p. 67 .) 
2. Bacon, Elegant Sentences in his Essax~ 
3. Hanke, First Social Experiments in America, p. 59. 
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their religionn.l These generalizations are at least a 

negative portrait of the Spanish people. 

The Iberian peninsula was long a field for strife. 

From the fifth to the eighth century the Spanish suffered 

a Visigothic domination, which tainted its Christianity. 

The Moslems defeated them in 711. The Islamic horde 

drove them into the Pyrennes and would have over-run 

Europe but for their defeat at Tours in 732. The next 

five hundred years were spent in regaining the peninsula 

from the Moors. Spain finally defeated them in 1492. 

Jews, Moors, and natives were in the land: the Spanish 

became a mixed race. They took war and religion seriously. 

Ferdinand and Isabella were called the "Catholic 

Monarchs" and deserved the titlet Machiavelli lauds 

Ferdinand as an ideal ruler in his Prince. He was king of 

Aragon and was fortunate enough to marry Isabella of 

Castile and Leon, thus uniting their realms. They finally 

absorbed the whole peninsula, including Portugal. Their 

greatest contributions were: 

a. Consolidation of the Royal Power. (They 

were absolute Monarchs.) 

b. Unification of territory, race and religion. 

c. Colonization of the New World. 

• • • • 

1. Bury, Exodus of the Western Nations, Vol I, p. 268. 
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These were matched by their negative policies: 

a. Persecution and expulsion o£ the Moors.(Their 

best workers and craftsmen.) 

b. Persecution and expulsion o£ the Jews. (Their 

best intellects and financiers.) 

c •. The Inquisition 

Against such a background as this was America discovered 

and colonization began. 

Charles V was much like Ferdinand, but a greater 

leader. He was Holy Roman Emperor, haughty and an able, 

zealous monarch. Likewise able was Philip II. They 

carried on numerous religious wars in Europe. The defeat 

o£ the Invincible Armada by the English in 1588 led to the 

downfall o£ Spain. It was rich, powerful, attractive £rom 

the outside; but was actually a 11 shelln and was crushed. 

Spain ceased to be really outstanding, but her colonies 

continued in what we know o£ as Hispanic or Latin-America. 

2. France 

France holds a unique position. It is geograph­

ically between England and Spain. So is it between the 

two culturally, linguistically, religiously, and temper­

amentally. These £acts influenced her history -- internal 

and colonial. 

France's part is long and notable. Charlemagne 

stamps himself indelibly on her annals as do same of his 
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descendants. The Carlovingian line was followed by the 

Capetians as French rulers. From about 1300 the Valois 

ascended the throne. With Henry IV in 1589 the Bourbon 

dynasty began. Feudalism and petty warrings left their 

mark on the country for a long time. The kings were 

constant in their attempts to unify the state. 

We have already seen how the first king of our 

present period, Charles VIII, ushered the Renaissance 

into Frsnce. Both he and his successor, Louis XII at­

tempted to bring Italy under their control. Francis I 

{ 1515 - 47) was a truly able man • He looked with envy 

and jealousy upon the lucrative gains of Spain in the New 

World, and wished to do likewise. His foreign policy 

aimed at nBalance of Power". His internal aim was ab­

solutism. The former led him into war with Charles V: 

the latter was partly achieved. During his reign and the 

rest of the century there was much religious strife and a 

series of weak kings. Henry IV with his able Protestant 

minister, Sully, did much to build up the realm internally. 

Under, or perhaps ~ Louis XIII was Cardinal 

Richelieu. This able, crafty -- often ruthless minister 

had four ideals for France: 

a. To strengthen the power of the crown at home 

b. To weaken the Hapsburgs 

c. To extend the boundaries of France 

d. To establish a colonial empire 
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He succeeded in a degree to do each of these. His suc­

cessor, Cardinal Mazarin, was unprincipled and less able, 

but succeeded in accomplishing much to strengthen the 

power of the monarch, Louis XIV. This ruler was a 

perfect example of the absolute monarch, who could say 

unblushingly: "L'etat, c 1est moit 11 His long reign brings 

us politically to the end of our period of consideration. 

Thus we find France with a strong central government, 

from which colonies were to try to exude. 

3. England 

The political background of England is reason­

ably familiar. Monarchy was one of her oldest heritages 

-- from Anglo-Saxon times. England is a favorable blend­

ing of Teutonic types, temperamentally able to be a 

strong people. Since 1066 and William the Conqueror, the 

Isles have not been successfully invaded. They developed 

internally and warred externally with France. In 1215 

the Magna Carta insured the people of rights. Both the 

king and Parliament grew in power as the barons lost 

their sway. 

With the Tudors came a strong line of kings. 

Henry VII did much for the upbuilding of the country. 

His successors were able for the most part, and seemed 

to reach a climax in Elizabeth. Under her the Spanish 

Armada was defeated in 1588. England was 11Mistress of 

the Seas". 



-29-

The Stuart line, which followed, was not as 

able as were the Tudors. 1Their reigns were split by the 

Commonwealth and the Protectorate, under Cromwell and the 

Puritans. From this era came many of' the settlers to 

New Engla~d. The England which we know today was develop­

ing in this period. Many of' the English customs and 

traditions were transplanted 11 bodilyn to these shores. 

She followed a colonial policy which she slowly developed 

to build up her overseas empire. 

4. Summary 

This brief' survey of' the political background 

will serve in good stead in dealing with the colonial 

history. We must alw~ys keep one eye at home and one eye 

abroad. What the mother country was politically, so 

would the colony likely be. And we must observe, again, 

how frequently religion ini'luenced government and vice 

versa. 

F. Summary of' the Chapter 

In so brief a space it has been difficult, of' 

course, to trace so many great events. We have looked 

somewhat into the Old World background for colonial enter­

prise in the New World. We have seen how religion was 

·the warp of the Middle Ages with which the woof of other 

events and persons was woven. Europe emerged from a 

2.12.5"6 
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thousand years o:f being steeped in religion •. There were 

many religious :features to the Renaissance, the awakening 

into modern times. A disastrous revolution was prevented 

by the Protestant Reformation. All these things, along 

with the political situation, had elements o:f religion in 

them. As settlers came :from various parts o:f Europe to 

plant themselves in America, religion was bound to be one 

o:f their propelling motives. 

We close this section with a sentiment, often 

expressed, this time by a pedantic Huguenot: 

"God looked down • • • from heaven and saw that 
the corrupt Christians o:f Europe had entirely 
forgotten both Himself and His Son. He there­
fore resolved to transfer the Christian Mysteries 
to the New World, and to destroy the sinful Old 
World to which they had been entrusted in vain".l 

• • • 

1. Cambridge Modern Histo~, Vol II, p. 3. 



CHAPTER THREE 

THE R~IGIOUS MOTIVE 

IN THE SPANISH COLONIZATION OF AMERICA 



"The conversion of the world to 
Christianity was, decidedly, a 
primary and essential element in 
the Spanish colonizations, and 
their conquista were simultaneously 
political and religious conquests 
for God and King, with the Cross 
and the sword." 

-Schmidlin, Catholic Mission History, 
p. 261 



CHAPTER THREE 

·THE RELIGIOUS MOTIVE 
IN THE SPANISH COLONIZATION OF AMERICA 

A. Introduction 

Spanish-America~ How the mention of it has 

moved the pens of scribes of fact and fiction~ Every 

schoolboy thrills with the accounts of it in the early 

pages of his American History text-book. There he finds 

a conglomerate acc'?unt of love, ,just, greed, gold, blood, 

cruelty, murder, adventure, romance, religion -- elements 

prominent in the period under consideration. 

The special interest of this chapter is to 

determine something of the ·place of religion as a motive 

and force in New Spain. Bertrand says: 

nwe must take this (religion) as our point 
of departure if we wish to understand the 
Spanish colonization of America at all. If 
one does not keep this idea present in his 
mind, he is exposed to unfair judgment of 
the colossal work.accomplished 1n the New 
World by the conquistadoresn.l 

We have seen the Old World setting for the drama. Spain 

took the initiative in the New·World. Before France and 

England had scarcely dreamed of lands overseas, she had 

started an Empire in a land twenty.times the size of her 
.. 

native peninsula. Into this vast expanse she poured her 

civilization for three hundred years • 

• • 

1. Bertrand, The Risto~ of ~pain, p. 255. 
(The parenthesis is mine. 

-31-
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The soul o~ Spain was thrown into her task. 

Dr. Mackay1 describes the Iberian soul as o~ 11 intense 

individuality11
, with a "predominance o~ passionu, 11 an 

abstract sense o~ justice and a concrete sense of mann, 

a strong element of "catholicityrr. One may expect to ~ind 

these ~actors present as Spain projects herself across the 

ocean. She was in her colonization 11 driven from behind 

and drawn from be~ore". Dr. Wentz states that the motives 

were mixed -- "trade, imperialism, romance, adventure, 

economic necessity, religious freedom, religious conquest, 

social pressurett.2 With these ~acts in mind we continue. 

B. The Spanish Colonial Theory 

From the point of view o~ the Pope, the lands 

which Columbus discovered belonged to the Vicar of Christ. 

Consequently, in 1493 he partitioned the territories 

between Spain and Portugal by his ~amous Line of Demar­

cation.3 The Pope himself was not equipped to administer 

the New World directly. Besides, he needed Spanish 

• • • • • 

1. Mackay, The Other Spanish Christ, Chap. I, pp. 3-22. 
2. Wentz, Pamphlet: Permanent Elements ~rom Colonization 

in American Christianity, p. 1. ·----
3. Portugal had the worst end o~ the bargain, and dispute 

long raged over it. A Treaty o~ Tordesillas was 
signed in 1494. Portugal received only the eastern 
part of Brazil. C~. Fiske, The Discovery of America, 
Vol. I, p. 459 ~~. 
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protection in Italy. Thus Alexander VI, a Spanish Pope, 

delegated all civil and ecclesiastical authority in 

America to the "Catholic Monarchs". Among other reasons 

the donation was made: 

uBecause of' all works, the most agreeable 
to divine Majesty is that the Christian 
religion should be exalted and spread 
ever~vhere; that the salvation of' the human 
soul should be secured in all countries, 
and that barbarous nations should be sub­
jugated and converted to the Catholic f'aith". 1 

In the end, Alexander VI and his success:> r Julius II 

surrendered to Spanish sovereigns the right to collect 

tithes, to sell indulgences, to nominate f'or hierarchical 

positions, to choose whether or not a 11bull 11 should be 

released in the New World, and numerous other privileges. 

A fundamental f'act in the colonial theory was 

the practical unity of' the State and Church in Spain. 2 

This was true in America as well as in the mother country. 3 

• • • • • 

1. Harrisse, The DiplomaticHistory of'_Amerlca, p. 17. 
(From a Papal bull of' May, 1493.) 

2. Cf'. Rippy, Historical Evolution of' Hispanic America, 
P,· 56-57: 
1The fundamental conception back of' Spanish colonial 
enterprise was that this new region belonged to the 
Spanish monarchs. They possessed not only the sover­
eign rights, but the property rights, and every privi­
lege and position, whether economic, political, or 
religious, must come f'rom them. It was on this basis 
that the conquest, occupation, and government of' the 
New World was achieved." 

3. Cf'. Roscher, The Spanish Colonial System, p. 10. 
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"The Roman Church was nationalized in the 
country, and became rused with the state in 
such a way that the juridical distinction 
between church and state disappeared. The 
throne and altar, p,atriotism and religion 
became identi~ied. '~ 

nrn point o~ ~act the Church belonged to 
Spain more than Spain belonged to the Church!'2 

The State, we are reminded, was in the hands o~ absolute 

monarchs. Both they and their subjects were ~anatically 

Spanish and ~anatically Catholic; not either one, but 

both~ The main idea o~ the ruler was to repeat abroad 

his domestic civil and ecclesiastical structure. Every 

part o~ Spanish culture was to be reduplicated in the 

colonial Empire. Thus it is seen that wherever Spain 

went, there must her religion also go. -- But this very 

~act makes it impossible to isolate decisively the reli-

gious motive in colonization, though it was always present. 

By the nature o~ a~~airs it was constantly mixed with 

other incentives. 

C. The Spanish Colonial Methods 

Not since the time o~ Greek and Roman settle-

ments, had a nation been beset with so many colonial di~~i-

culties as was Spain. Her methods o~ colonization were 

slowly evolved by experiment and practice. 

• • • • 

1. Mackay, op. cit., p. 27. 
2. Ibid. , p. 9. 
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One of the major problems was that of the 

native -- a problem which neither France nor England faced 

in anything like the same degree. Since this fact is not 

commonly understood, Spain has been severely and unduly 

criticized for her treatment of the aborigines. A more 

developed race was meeting with a less developed race: 

moral, social, and physical difficulties naturally arose. 

These types of questions were seriously asked and widely 

debated: 1 What was the Indians' origin? Were they of 

the lost ten tribes of Israel? Were they men or beasts? 

Were they really pagans or relapsed infidels converted by 

St. Thomas? Were they free-beings or created slaves? 

Were they capable of absorbing Spanish Christian civiliza­

tion? Were they rational? If not, was it not right to 

take their lands? If they were savage or cannabalistic, 
' was it not necessary to enslave them? Was it not a 

Christian act to use force to con~ert them to Christianity? 

In dealing with such questions, various experiments were 

used and the colonial policy developed. Hanke states: 

11 
••• the desire to apply Christian Hrin-

ciples to the new world problems was always 
an important consideration, and herein lies 
one of the great contrasts betwee~ the Spanish 
and English colonies in America 11

• 

• • • • • 

1. Of. Hanke, The First Social Experiments .. in America, 
P• 13. 

2. Ibid., p. 55. (The italics are mine.) 
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In 1493 a Council o~ Indian A~~airs was estab­

lished. This had developed by 1524 into the Council o~ 

the Indies, the supreme administrative body ~or a~~airs 

in America. The king, o~ course had control o~ it; but 

delegated to thirteen councilors complete executive, 

legislative, and judicial power. Through this group all 

matters were transacted, and all civil and ecclesiastical 

appointments made; in short, nothing could be done without 

its approval. The House o~ Trade at Seville, representing 

the king, had a commercial monopoly. 

It was the policy o~ Spain to reduplicate her 

homeland of~icials in the realms across the seas. They 

were under direct authority o~ the king. This was true 

even down to the soldiers and missionaries, who were 

really royal agents. Two kingdoms were organized by 

1574 -- New Spain and Peru. Over these were appointed 

viceroys -- some o~ whom were at the same time bishops 

or archbishops. Colonial sel~-government was discouraged, 

in contrast to the opposite trend in English colonies. 

The principal objectives o~ the Spanish in 

regard to the Indians were: civilization, christianiza­

tion, and racial fusion; -- none of which were completely 

success~ul. To attempt these projects it was necessary 

to bring the natives together. This was done through the 

encomienda, which was 
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" ••• a right, conceded by royal bounty to 
well-deserving persons in the Indies, to re­
ceive and enjoy for themselves the tributes 
of the Indians who should be assigned to them, 
with the charge of providing for the good of 1 those Indians in spiritual and temporal matters ••• ". 

The encomiendero~ (trustees) grouped the natives in small 

villages for the above-mentioned purposes, plus exploita­

tion. The Indians were more or less "enslaved" and had a 

status similar to the medieval serf. Often neither their 

spiritual nor temporal welfare was cared for. In the 

West Indies this system, though intended for good, prac-

tically spelled e~tinction for the aborigines. 

This essential fact must be borne in mind: 

Spanish rule and Spanish culture were to be established 

in America.2 Religion was an important and integral part 

of each. Since America was Spanish and Catholic nominally, 

it must be made Spanish and Catholic actually. To ac-

complish this the ecclesiastical workers were early 

brought into the New World picture. They played a most 

vital role in the transplanting of Iberian civilization. 

D. The Religious Element in The 
Discovery of America 

Our purpose is to indicate how throughout 

Spanish endeavor in the New World, the religious motive 

• • • • 

1. Sweet, A Histo~ of Latin ~nerica, p. 131. 
2. Cf. Bury, Exodus of the 'vVestern Nations, Vol. I, p. 274: 

"Philip II had aimed at universal dominion -- not so 
much for himself as for the Church of Rome.rr 
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and element were prominent. This was true from the be-

ginning, and is well exemplified by Columbus himself. 

"He was intensely religious and eager to convert any 

newly .found pagans to Christianity."1 One o.f his great 

desires was to combat the Moslem faith and to bring 

Catholicism to the Great Khan. He thought himself ap­

pointed of God .for a great task.2 ·An early map shows a 

picture o.f Columbus carrying the Christ-Child on his 

shoulders across the ocean. It is representative of his 

name, Cl~istopher or Christ-carrier.3 It was through a 

.father-confessor o.f Isabella that he made his first con-

tacts with the Queen. 

11Columbus 1 enthusiastic belie.f in his divinely 
appointed mission to bring fresh souls to the 
l01owledge o.f God and the Holy Church commended 
him at once to the devout fathers of the mis­
sionary order. • • n 4 

But to let Columbus speak .for himself: 

"In order to win the friendship of that people, 
and because I was convinced that their conver­
sion to our Holy Faith would be better promoted 
through love than through .force; I presented 
them with gi.fts. --- and it is my conviction 
that they would easily become Christians, for 
they seem not to have any sectn.5 

• • • • • 

1. Andrews, The Colonial Period of American History, 
Vol • I, p. 10 • 

2. Isaiah 60:9. 
3. Cp. Fiske, The Discovery of America, Vol. II (Frontispiece) 
4. Cf. Newton, The Great Age of Discovety, p. 86:1. 
5. Hart, American History Told £I Contemporaries, 

Vol. I, p. 37. 
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or his first journey he writes again: 

"To these first of these islands --- I gave 
the name of the blessed Saviour (San Salvador), 
relying upon whose protection I had reached 
this as well as the other islands. ---But these 
great and marvelous results are not to be attri­
buted to any merit of1mine, but to the holy 
Christian faith ---''. 

He speaks thus of the natives: 

tt They, however, believe and know that there 
is a God in heaven, and say we have come from 
heaven. --- I believe that, if the work was 
begun, in a little time a multitude o~ natives 
would be converted to our faith---". 

Of the second voyage an account reads: 

"The Admiral selected an elevation --- and 
within a few days, some houses and a church 
were built ---. --- the Holy Sacsifice was 
celebrated by thirteen priests". 

Almost innumerable passages such as this could 

be cited from the writings of Columbus and his contempo­

raries. Queen Isabella was so enthusiastic about the 

conversion of natives that she wrote: 

"When the Apostolic Holy See granted us (the 
new lands),--- our principal intention 
was to convert their peoples to our holy 
Catholic faith. I beg the King my lord very 
affectionately, I order and command the 
Princess my daughter and the Prince m7r son to 
execute and accomplish this intention'.4 

• • • • 

1. Hart, Source-Book of American History, PP. 1-3. 
(A letter of Columbus.) 

2. Oriiinal Narratives of American History, p. 144. 
3. Cf. Newton, op. cit., p. 105. (From a letter of 

Peter Martyr, a contemporary.) 
4. Quoted by Bertrand, The History of Spain, p. 286. 

(The parenthesis is mine.) 
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There can be no doubt that from the first there was a 

genuine religious motive for Spanish colonization. 

E. The Religious Element 
in Exploration and Conquest 

To many v~iters the coming of the Spaniards to 

America was a mere romantic adventure. This is hardly 

true. The hardships and privations of an ocean voyage at 

that time are almost indescribable. Histories seem to 

indicate that all voyages were successful. Quite the 

contrary is true: many expeditions were disastrous fail­

ures. A voyager must face lack of comfort, lack of water, 

poor food or none at all, tropical heat and disease, death, 

--not to mention cannibalistic Carribs. Something more 

than just adventure impelled them. 

The explorers were all Catholic -- most of them 

fanatically so. They seemed, oft-times, remarkably adept 

at combining their piety with undeniable cruelty. This, 

however, was not a characteristic of Spaniards only, but 

of other so-called Christians of their day and ours. In 

most of the contemporary writings they refer to themselves 

as nchristians 11 in contrast to "heathens". The Old World 

was the "Land of Christianstt. Cortez 1 s companions marched 

under a fantastic banner inscribed: "Comrades, let us 

follow the sign of the Holy Cross with true faith, and 
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through it we shall conquer".1 Each ship had its chap­

lain and most exploring parties had friars in the company. 

Wherever the Spaniard went, there must go his religion. 

The accounts of the explorers fairly 11bristlerr 

with references to their religious ideals and ritualistic 

practices. Due allowance must be made for the fact that 

they failed uto practice what they preachedu. --But they 

all cla~aed to be religious and were devoted Catholics -­

De Leon, Balboa, De Soto, Coronado, Ojeda -- all of them~ 

J)e Vaca, who wandered for years in the southern "United 

States", leaves this record about the natives: (1537) 

"--- a domestic people it is indeed, and 
friendly to the Christians, and fit to win 
with little trouble to ~he knowledge of our 
sacred Catholic faith 11

• 

Or to quote Onate, an explorer in New Mexico: {1595) 

nAnd your lordship must order that I be given 
instructions as to what seems to you to be 
best and most in service of God, our Lord, and 
of his Majesty, the good and pacification of 
the land, the conversion of the natives of it, 
the preachin* of the Holy Gospel and Christian 
doctrine --- .3 

Until about 1550 many expeditions were sent to 

conquer new parts of the realm. The two most famous 

conquistodores were Cortez and Pizarro. The former con-

quered Mexico in 1521; the latter overcame Peru in 1535. 

• • • • 

1. Diaz, The Discovery and Conquest of Mexico, p. 77. 
2. Cleven, Readings in Hispanic American History, p. 190. 
3. Ibid., p. 197. 
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By craft, guile, and the Cross, Cortez defeated the Aztec 

chieftain, Montezuma. This ruler was so hated by his 

oppressed subjects that they helped to overthrow him. 

Bernal Diaz, who was with the expedition, wrote a re-

markable account of it. It is filled with religious 

allusions -- to saints, crosses, mass, prayer, and the 

rest. Let us have some examples: 

"As it was Lady-day we gave to the town which 
was afterwirds founded here the name of Santa 
Maria---". 

"Cortez said to the soldiers who were present 
around him:. 'It seems to me, gentlemen, that 
there remains nothing for us to do but set up 
a cross 1 • n2 

Surely none were ever more seriously religious, perverted 

though their religion may have been, than were these men. 

It was the same with Pizarro. He was ruthless, 

but in his conquest his devotion to the Catholic faith 

was constant. To mention only one incident: 

"The Governor said that he had not come to 
make war on the Indians, but that our Lord, 
the Emperor, who was the Lord of the whole 
world, had ordered him to come that he might 
see the land and let Atabaliva (the chief} 
know the things of our Faith in case he should 
want to become a Christianu.3 

The conquistadores have been duly criticized. 

Surely their deeds were often at variance with their words. 

• • • • • 
of' c. it. 

1. Diaz,l'\p. 106. 
2. Ibid., p. 179. 
3. ~a.r.t, American History Told bv 

Vol. I", 
Contemporaries, p. 56. 

1\ 
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De Soto could say to his men: "Pray only to God, who is in 

heaven, for whatsoever ye need111 ; he could likewise be 

mistaken by the Indians for innnortal; yet could cruelly 

slaughter them. They could show a certain zeal for the 

conversion of natives, yet say of them that they were able 

only "to eat, sleep, and commit offenses against the Lord"2. 

Mackay3 tells of an Indian chief who was condemned to 

death by the Spaniards. He was asked before execution if 

he wished to be baptized so that he might go to heaven. 

He inquired whether there were any Christians in heaven. 

When informed that there were, he replied that he did not 

want to go there. 

As bad as some of the explorers were, they 

cannot be entirely condemned. More mature and recent 

study seems to blame the Spanish less for their actions. 

The more recent histories are less caustic in their de-

nunciations. We cannot judge them by our Christian social 

standards of today. Peter Martyr, a member of the Council 

of the Indies, gives a real explanation of the religious 

discrepancies: 

"All the instructions (as to treatment of Indians) 
have been thought out by prudent and humane juris­
consults and sanctioned by religious men. But what 

• • • • 

1. Bancroft, History of the Colonization of the United 
States, p. 47. 

2. Hanke, op. cit., p. 60. 
3. Mackay, op. cit., p. 37. 
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of that? When our compatriots reach that remote 
world, --- they find themselves distant from any 
judge. Carried away by love of gold they bec~me 
ravenous wolves instead of gentle lambs ---". 

They were like those 11Christian 11 travellers of today, who 

leave their Christian principles at Suez when they journey 

to the Orientt 

F. The Religious Element in the 
Actual Colonizing Process 

Tannenbaum claims that the "Spaniard was not a 

colonist, but a conqueror and a gold seeker 11
• 
2 This may 

be true when they are compared with the English as colo-

nists, but in same ways they were more successful than 

were the Britons. They founded many permanent settle­

ments and sought to civilize natives, and so to make a 

dependency and a province, rather than just a colony. 

Columbus started settlement on his first voyage, 

when he left men at La Navidad (The Nativity). In 1493 

Isabella, Haiti was established. By 1513 there were 

seventeen towns and mining camps in Espanola (The West 

Indies). Santiago, Cuba was founded in 1514 and Havana 

the next year. An attempt was made in 1510 to found a 

town in Panama. Others soon sprang up over the mainland 

• • • • • 

1. Quoted by Hanke, p. 60. (The parenthesis belongs to 
the writer of this study.) 

2. Tannenbaum, Peace~ Revolution, p. 17. 



-45-

on every hand. In 1533 Buenos Aires was established; 

1565 marked the foundation of St. Augustine. Before the 

end of the century much of Latin America was dotted with 

Spanish settlements -- two hundred and fifty of themt In 

addition were nine thousand Indian villages or encomiendast 

Several authors estimate the average immigration 

at about one thousand and five hundred per year. By 1600 

there were almost two hundred thousand Spanish in the New 

World. About forty thousand Negro slaves had been brought 

in. Only five percent of the immigrants were women! -Thus 

was started the complexity of social problems and racial 

mixtures which have since confounded Hispanic America. 

Everywhere the Spanish went they planted their 

social, political and cultural life. We find in.Mexico 

the "typical Spanish colony". They had churches in every 

village. Their religion remained very real to them. It 

had to be, for the following reason: 

"In general, emigration was restricted to 
Snaniards of undoubted orthodoxy, hence 
Jews, Moors, and recent converts were ex­
cludedtt.l 

They did not just 11 seek gold11
, but really colonized, and 

permanently! They were Catholic and unified; the English 

colonies were dissenting and separated to a large extent 

from the mother country. The Spanish tried to absorb the 

• • • • • 

1. Bolton and Marshall, The Colonization of North America, 
p. 21. 
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Indian into their own race, religion, and traditions. In 

doing so they brought their priests with them to prop­

agate their faith among the natives. In this we observe 

the religious motive in action. 

G. The Place of the Religious Motive in 
Spanish Colonization 

It has already appeared how religion has played 

a prominent part in the general movements toward the 

establishment of Hispanic America. There remain to be 

seen some of the more specific ways in which the religious 

incentive was operative. 

1. In the View of Historians. 

That the religious motive was operative in 

greater or lesser degree is agreed upon by all historians. 

It may be well to cite a few of them. According to Bertrand 

Spanish colonization 11 ---had, theoretically, no other 

object but that of winning the New World for the Christian 
1 and Ca tho lie f'ai th u. 

Another writer says: 

"The original economic interest in the trans­
Atlantic lands was the discovery of great 
wealth, --- linked with the somewhat fantastic 
religious object of employing it for the recon­
quest of the Holy Sepulc~re and in other ways 
to spread Christianity". 

• • • • 

1. Bertrand, The History of Spain, p. 274. 
2. Chapman, Colonial Hispanic America, p. 30. 
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When we examine Bancroft we find: 

"Although it was often affirmed that the 
object of Spanish expeditions was to convert 
the natives, --- yet it was never the prime 
object of the state".l 

Another writer maintains: 

"The religious motive had always been a dom­
inant one among the Spanish conguistadores---". 2 

A German gives this phrase: 

"--- merkwurdige Mischung von Gott und 
Gewinn 11 • 3 ~-

Finally, Dr. Mackay tells us: 

"The cross, if it were a motive in the thougnts 
of the successive Catholic monarchs who ordered 
the enterprise, becomes no more than a p~etext 
in the minds of men who carried it out11

• 4 

Thus the writers see the religious motive in 

every light and in every degree of importance, but they 

cannot help seeing itt 

2. In Missions and Missionaries 

An important light is thrown on religion in 

Spanish America by the Catholic Missions. On Columbus' 

second voyage were thirteen friars, and they continued to 

come thereafter. 

• • • 

1. Bancroft, Mexico, Vol. III, p. 409, quoted from 
Blackmar, Spanish Colonizations in the Southwest, p. 28. 

2. Sweet, op. cit., p. 137. 
3. Quoted by Hanke, op. cit., p. 10 -- "A str~nge mixture 

of God and 'gain'"· 
4. Mackay, op. cit., p. 31. 
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Frequently the missionaries have been severely 

criticized: sometimes they deserved it. On the other 

hand many of them were of the highest calibre. Roscherl 

speaks of their "remarkable spirit, far removed from 

fanaticism, made the priests ready to endure the greatest 

hardships with almost indescribable resignation and 

silent and pious enthusiasm". Not all were like this, 

but not all were unlike this. Some died the martyr's 

death. 

The greatest work was done by the mendicant 

orders of monl{s. The first to come over were the 

Franciscans, the Augustinians, the Dominicans, and some 

others. A little later they were joined by the Jesuits, 

who with tireless zeal advanced the borders of Catholicism. 

It must be remembered that the missionaries 

served both Church and State, and advanced the interests 

of both bodies. They were at first supported by the king. 

According to Bolton! 

11 The central interest around which the mission 
was built was the Indian. --- They des1red to 
convert him, to civilize him, to exploit himu.2 

The exploitation was largely in the hands of laymen, and 

the government tried constantly to suppress it. The 

first two aims, conversion and civilization, were the work 

• • • • • 

1. Roscher, op. cit.,. p. 4. 
2. Bolton, Article: 'The Mission as a Frontier Institution 

in the Spanish American Colonies" -- American History 
Review, Vol. XXIII, No. 1, Oct. 1917, p. 43. 
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of the missionaries. On the northern frontier of Mexico 

the missions finally replaced the crue_l encomienda. The 

missions served as a frontier defense between the Indians 

and the other Spanish settlers. They always advanced with 

the frontier. When the Indians were well started in the 

ways of Spanish cult~~e, the missionaries moved further 

out, leaving the mission-stations to secular groups. 

Some of the missions were very elaborate -- buildings 

being built with room for hundreds, when only a few priests 

were stationed in them. 

The methods of the missionaries were sometimes 

dubious. At times they would baptize hundreds every day. 

"It was repeatedly forbidden to convert the Indians by 

force, (laws of 1523 and 1618), and yet as a matter of 

fact it was quite customary for missionaries to do sou.l 

The same writer compares various missionary methods: 

11 The Dominicans sought to make proselytes by 
fire and sword and purposely destroyed monu­
ments of earlier culture. The Franciscans 
attached little importance to science, but 
preached Christianity with fervent love •. The 
Jesuits, according to the circumstances, pur§ 
sued sometimes this course, sometimes that 11

• 

The wholesale conversion which was common could not be 

very deep. Dire results came of such practices. 

The missions spread rapidly in every direction 

• 

1. Roscher, op. cit., p. 17. 
2. Ibid., p. 17. 
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-- Mexico, New Mexico, California, all parts of South 

America. By the end of the sixteenth century, they were 

the most conspicuous New World institutions. From 1700 

to 1767 was the· "Golden Agen of the enterprise. Northern 

Mexico was known as 11 Jesuit Land". In Paraguay the same 

order established an absolute "empire" for two centuries. 

When the Jesuits were expelled in 1767 there were 717,000 

neophytes in their establishments. Truly the missions 

were the most potent single factor in Spanish colonization 

and New World enterprise. 

3. In Other Catholic Institutions 

a. The Ecclesiastical Str·acture 

A complete ecclesiastical structure was set up 

in the New World. In the early years there were two 

dioceses in the West Indies. As the realm of influence 

spread, so did the hierarchy. In 1574 there were four 

archbishops and twenty-four bishops. By the end of the 

eighteenth century there had been erected seven arch­

bishoprics and forty-three bishoprics. They were not 

responsible directly to the Pope, but to the king, who 

nominated the ecclesiastics to their offices. 

b. The Monastic Institutions 

In the matter of monasteries the New World 

followed the Old World tradition. They were established 
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on every hand. In the first half of the sixteenth century 

there were already four hundred such institutions in 

America. At a time when men and women were sorely needed, 

they forsook the world for the cloister. In 1713 Lima, 

Peru had the following monasteries: four Diminicans, four 

Franciscans, four Augustinians, three mercenaries, five 

Jesuits, one Brothers of St. John, two Bethlehemites, and 

twelve convents. At the s~me time there were in Mexico 

City eighteen convents and fourteen nunneries. There were 

parallels of this situation throughout New Spain. 

c. The Educational Work 

In education a positive contribution was made by 

the religious communities. In the missions the natives 

were .instructed in religion, sometimes in Spanish, and 

often taught a trade. A school was supposed to be in every 

town. There were fourteen universities founded during the 

colonial period. The oldest was the University of Lima, 

established in 1551. It was followed by others at Mexico 

City, Cordoba, Santo Domingo, and elsewhere. There were 

also numerous colleges of the various missionary orders. 

In 1526 twelve natives were sent to Spain to be educated, 

so that when "instructed in the Christian and Spanish way 

of life, they were to return as missionaries to their own 

people 11
•
1 Education was always under religious super-

• • • 

1. Hanke, op. cit., p. 57. 
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vision. In summary: 

"Enthusiasm for education characterizes the 
earliest establishment of the Spanish colonies 
in America. Wherever the priest went, a school 
was soon established • • • Half a centu~y be­
fore Jamestown was founded ••• , the University 
of Mexico was conferring degrees upon graduates 
in law and theology. Before the seventeenth 
century closed, no less than seven universities 
had been erected in Spanish America, and their 
graduates were accepted on an equality with 
those of Spanish institutions of like grade".1 

4. In Other Factors of Religious Significance 

A number of miscellaneous religious elements 

should be at least briefly mentioned. 

a. Las Casas. 

Las Casas was a pioneer defender of the Indians. 

For that reason he deserves a notable place in Hispanic 

history. When the natives were being cruelly-treated and 

enslaved, he wrote an influential nine-hundred-page volume 

upholding their rights. He was a scholar, saint, and 

servant of God. Just a word from him will reveal his 

character: 

"God created these simple people without evil 
and without guile. They are most obedient and 
faithful to their natural lords and to the 
Christians whom they serve. They are most 
submissive, patient, peaceful, and virtuous •• 

• • • • • 

fl 2 . . 

1. Quoted from Priestly by Bolton and Marshall, op. cit., 
p. 76. 

2. From a quotation from Las Casas by Hanke, p. 20. 
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b. Religious Idealism of the Spanish. 

Professor Antonio Pastor points out the power­

ful impelling force of the religious idealism of his 

people in the colonial age: 

nnetached from life, Spaniards possessed a 
spirit of sacrifice and an endurance of which 
bands of adventurers inspired only by a lust 1 for gold could never have been capable ••• ". 

c. Religiosity in Spain. 

A concrete example of the intense religious 

atmosphere of the homeland is revealing. From this came 

a steady stream of religious workers into America. In 

the sixteenth century there were in Spain: 

"58 archbishoprics; 684 bishoprics; 11,400 
monasteries; 23,000 brotherho6.ds; 46,000 
monks; 13,000 nuns; 312,000 secular priests~ 
and more than 400,000 ecclesiastics ••• ". 

These were out of a population of seven million. 

d. Religious Immigrants to the West Indies. 

We have some statistics3 of the settlers in the 

West Indies, 1492-1592. In all there were 7,976 settlers. 

Of these there were 1,115 religious (friars:) and 289 

priests. Thus about 17% of the immigrants to that part 

of the Spanish world were engaged in spiritual pursuits. 

• • • 

1. Newton, op. cit., p. 41. 
2. Sweet, op. cit., p. 26. 
3. Chapman, Colonial Hispanic America, p. 32. (Footnote) 
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e. Religious Names. 

Dr. Wentz makes a point of the frequency of 

occurrence of religious names in Spanish America during 

colonial times. Any map will reveal this fact. We may 

mention a few: Santa Cruz (Holy Cross), Sancti Espiritus 

(Holy Spirit), Trinidad (Trinity), Santa Maria, Vera Cruz 

(True Cross), and a host of others. Irreligious people 

could hardly have used such names so profusely. 

f. Religious Art and Architecture. 

Space does not permit thorough statement of the 
. ~~ 

place that religious art and architectureAas an expres-

sion of the religious motive in colonization. Every 

village had its church. Even today many enduring monu-

ments of Spanish and Moorish architecture are to be found 

in Hispanic America. The same spiritual note was reflect-

ed in colonial art. 

g. Adaptation of Catholicism to the Natives. 

One of the reasons that the Catholic faith so 

quickly spread, was its remarkable adaptability, espe­

cially in the hands of Jesuit casuists. Cortez's party 

were also masters of this art. The Mexicans had a 

favorite goddess, for whmm the Virgin Mary was merely 

substituted.1 The images of Aztec and Inca gods were 

• • • • 

1. Diaz, op. cit., p. 111. 
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replaced by the Christian saints. The sacrifice of the 

mass dispensed with the practice of human sacrifice. 

The Mexican eagle was put aside for the dove-like Holy 

Spirit. Our Lady of Guadalupe made appearances all over 

Mexico, to the great satisfaction of the natives, whose 

goddesses she replaced. 

h. Continued Vigor of the Missionaries. 

However strong the other than religious motives 

may have been in the first part of Spanish activity in 

the New World, they dimini~ed as time went on. The zeal 

and vigor of Catholic missionaries continued. By the 

seventeenth century, the other incentives were much less 

notable. Of this period Rippy writes: 

"Only the mendicant and J"esuit missionaries, 
who busied themselves on every frontier and 
bore the brunt of nearly every enterfrrise, 
revealed something of the old energy'.l 

The spiritual was more enduring. 

i. Other Factors. 

On every hand minor religious emphases are to 

be found in Spanish America. According to Bourne2 the 

first printing in America (1537) was of an elementary 

treatise on Christian doctrine. The Inquisition was 

also employed in the colonies, but "never had to do with 

• • • • • 

1. Rippy, op. cit., p. 83. 
2. Bourne, Spain in America, p. 314. 
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the Indians".1 The strong points as well as the weak­

nesses of Spanish Catholiciff.m were brought to this side 

of the water. Indeed, religion was so much a part of the 

life of the people in one form or another, that it has 

ever since been a major subject of interest in the 

countries of Hispanic derivation. We have but to observe 

our neighboring nations on the south to see the truth of 

this. 

. H. Summary of the Chapter 

In the present chapter we have reviewed the 

religious element in the settlement of Spanish America. 

We have observed that it was a very important force in 

the European root out of which the colonies grew. It has 

been indicated that it had a notable place in the forma­

tion of a colonial policy. It was an ever present con­

sideration: -- Church and State advanced together. It 

was a major motive in the mind of the Discoverer; it 

played an important role in the life of the conquistadores. 

Surely it was one of the strong forces which impelled the 

colonizers to cross the Atlantic. In every realm and on 

every level of life religion has been found in Hispanic 

America. We have not attempted to hide the fact that the 

• • 

1. Roscher, op. cit., p. 7. 
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Spaniards were o£ten ruthless, hypocritical, and decidedly 

un-Christian in their activities. It has been made clear 

that the aims were never unmixed, but that religion was 

always in the mixture~ Hence, we conclude that the re­

ligious motive was a prominent, a dominant, and one o£ the 

most universal incentives £or Iberian e££ort in the New 

World. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

THE RELIGIOUS MOTIVE 

IN THE FRENCH COLONIZATION OF AMERICA 



11Sir, it is the part of the Church 
of God to endure blows, and not to 
deal them; but your Majesty will 
please remember that it is an anvil 
which has already worn out many a 
hannn.er. 11 

The Spirit of French Huguenots 
Theo. de Beza to the King of Navarre 



CHAPTER IV 

THE RELIGIOUS MOTIVE IN FRENCH COLONIZATION OF AMERICA 

A. Introduction 

If the Spaniards were poor colonizers, then the 

French were infinitely worse. Never did a nation aspire 

so highly, nor did any nation ever meet with a more sad 

failure. It was not, however, a complete failure, for 

some remnants of French enterprise exist on the North 

American continent until this day. Among the deposits of 

French culture which remain are those of religious deriva­

tion. This is not surprising, because "New France has 

been described as a 'Jesuit mission grafted on a fur­

trading post.' 111 

Thwaites says: 

11Conquest, exploration, missionary zeal, and the 
fur-tra~ were • • • for one hundred fifty years 
the contplling interest of New France". 

This chapter has to do particUlarly with the "missionary 

zeal", and will be an investigation of the part religion 

had in the work of France in America • 

• • • 

1. Grant, Vovages of Samuel de Champlain, p. 17, 
(Footnote) --

2. Thwaites, France in Amer~ca, p. 17. 
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B. The French Colonial Theory and Methods 

Parkman describes French activity in the New 

World as 11 the attempt of Feudalism, Monarchy, and Rome to 

master a continent - - - -. trl With due allowance for the 

historian's nicety of phraseology, this is true. 

It is recalled that in the absolute monarchy 

of Spain, State and Church were practically identified. 

In France also, both the Church and the government were 

despotic, but were more separated. Each of the two power-

ful institutions tried to gain for itself supremacy in 

the colonial endeavors. The Catholic Church deaired to 

claim New France exclusively. The Jesuits especially 

longed to build up an "empire 11 for the papacy in the new 

regions. Before 1663 11 the mind of political France was 

never really turned to Canada".2 She had too many press­

ing concerns at home. When she did become vitally inter­

ested in that country, she dete1~ined to establish a 

French Colonial Empire there, -- to make it a province, 

literally to set down a section of France in America. 

The conflict of these two organizations is at once the 

most characteristic fact, and the greatest weakness of 

the efforts made in the colonization of New France. 

• • • • • 

1. Parkman, Pioneers of France in the New World, p. xix. 
(Introduction) 

2. Wrong, The Rise §119: Fall of New France, Vol.I, p. 352. 
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That France's colonial policy was at first 

liberal ~s witnessed by the prominent part the Huguenots 

played in early attempts at settlement. This ended with 

the murder of Henry IV in 1610. His great minister, 

Sully, projected some plans for colonization. The almost 

constant internal and external strife of France, however, 

greatly hampered the nation throughout her period of 

colonial endeavor. 

A trial was first made of granting colonial 

rights to private companies, after the English and Dutch 

faShion. It is observed that one of Cardinal Richelieu's 

plans was to establish French power on the North American 

continent. He never was satisfied with the methods em -

ployed there. In 1632 he launched the Company of the 

Hundred Associates, of which he was the head. In its 

charter we find: 

11Le roi, continuant le meme desir que le 
defunt roi, Henri-le-Grand, ••• pour y etablir 
colonie, afin d'essayer, avec l'assistance divine, 
d 1 amener les peuples qui y habitant a la connais­
sance du vrai Dieu, les faire policer et instruire 
a la foi et religion catholique, apostolique et 
romaine •• ttl 

• • • 

1. Sulte Histoire des Canadians-Francais, Vol. II, p. 28. 
frThe king, continuing the same desire of the dead 

king, Henry the Great ••• to establish a colony there, 
with the purpose of trying, by God's help, to tutor the· 
peoples who live there in the knowledge of the true God, 
to teach and instruct them in the Faith and the Apostolic 
and Roman Catholic religion." (Free translation) -
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This company was to receive a grant o£ the whole St. 

Lawrence Valley, with a trade monopoly. In return it was 

to send out three hundred settlers a year and provide 

three priests £or each settlement. 11 The Hundred Associ-

ates admitted none but Catholics. Huguenots and foreign­

ers were not admitted to New France. 111 Until 1663, the 

company completely controlled Canada and practically led 

it into ruin. 

Cardinal Richelieu was responsible £or the 

~ntroduction of some £eudalistic elements into the rule 

of New France, which were also used there later. Cardinal 

Mazarin, his successor, was not so active, but £ollowed 

more or less in his predecessor's £ootsteps. In summary 

concerning them: 

"The special motive - - - underlying the colonial 
policy of Richelieu and indeed o£ Mazarin was the 
propagation o£ Christianity. 'In 1629 1 , • • 

Richelieu promulgated an ordinance imposing reli­
gious missions upon the Companies, and Catholicism 
upon the Catholics, making Christianity almost as2 important as connnerce in the colonial question.'" 

Colbert was the £amous minister o£ Louis XIV. 

He had an extreme paternalistic attitude toward Canada. 

He wanted to control every detail o£ every part o£ its 

government. In 1663 the colony becrume a royal province. 

• • • • • 

1. Thwaites, op. cit., p. 20. 
2. Buchan, France, p. 56. 
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The minister was personally more interested in commerce 

than in Christianity: Louis XIV wished to humble Spain 

and to be a staunch rival of England. 

It was Colbert who fostered a type of feudalism 

which dominated New France from 1663 to 1763. This was in 

the form of seignorial grants. These were gifts of land 

made usually to army officers, who were the 11 seignors 11
• 

The soldiers were their tenants. Such properties were 

located on the rivers -- one-half. to six leagues long and 

one-half to two leagues back from the shore. On their 

land a 11mansion," a fort, a mill, and a chapel were 

11 supposed11 to be built. The intendant, Talon, was appointed 

to oversee these enterprises. It was he who first realized 

the great possibilities of Canada. -- But observe this 

statement: 

11With the exception of Talon's villages, 
one could have seen nearly every house in Canada 
by paddling a canoe up the St. Lawrence and the 
Richelieu".l 

Talon saw the necessity of increasing the population. He 

succeeded in raising the number of inhabitants of Quebec 

from about 3500 in 1666 to about 6000, five years later. 

This was done in a rather novel way as the following 

quotation from part of a letter of Colbert, indicates: 

• • • • 

1. Bolton and Marshall, The Colonization of North America, 
p. 93. 
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"'We are getting ready the 150 girls, the 
brood mares, stallions, and sheep to be sent to 
Canada', he wrote one day; and arter the arrival 
or such a cargo, soldiers were given a week in 
which to get married;

1
rinally, those who had no 

children were rined 11
• 

This illustrates the paternalistic attitude or France. 

Someone called Canada 11 a big military camp ror fur-trade," 

with colonists who did not demre selr-government; hence, 

they did not get itt 

Though the French government was always attempt­

ing to superintend every colonial project, it was hampered 

by its orricials in the colonies, and especially by the 

"ecclesiastics". The inrluence or the latter was tremen-

dous. urn the settlements the Jesuits were the most im-

portant social ractor, until 1665 practically controlling 

the lire or the people" •2 The government had constantly 

to check their policies. The priests were prominent in 

every phase or life, and the Bishop or Quebec had a seat 

on the governing council. The Church was for years 11high­

handed11 with the State. The priests' match was found in 

Frontenac, who was appointed governor in 1672. With him 

a new regime began. He immedt a tely complained: 

"Another thing displeases me, and this is 
the complete dependence or the Grand Vicar and 
the Seminary priests on the Jesuits, ror they 
never do the least thing without their order; 

• • • 

1. Boulenger, The Seventeenth Century, p. 339. 
2. Bolton and Marshall, op. cit., p. 88. 
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so that they (the Jesuits) are masters in 
spiritual matters, which as you know, is a 
powerf'ul lever for moving everything else 11 •

1 

The Jesuits retaliated with constant opposition to the 

governor. Louis XIV wrote to Frontenac in 1681: 

11 
• • The Bishop, the ecclesiastics, 

the Jesuit Fathers, the supreme council, an~, 
in a word, everybody complain of' you • • • 11 

The king was apparently easily swayed by the monks and in 

1710 destroyed a monastery of the Jansenists at Port Royal, 

in accordance with the Jesuit desire. The Society of' 

Jesus was most oppr.essive. The .following contemporary 

objection to them is cited: 

rrrn 1699 ValAban, • • • saw clearly the 
necessity of abolishing the religious orders in 
North America, where, he says, 'the monks are 
incomparably more success.ful in enrichin§ them­
selves than in converting the heathen'"· 

Thus one observes the conflict o.f State and Church in New 

France. 

France continued with such policies and occur-

rences in Canada till the fall of Quebec in 1763. Too 

late me decided to "trap" the English on the Atlantic 

coast by means of a meagre line o.f ·forts, mission, and. 

trading-posts. As Parkman says: 

11New France was all head. Under King, noble 
and Jesuit, the lank, lean body could not thrive 11

•
4 

It did not thrive~ 
• 

1. Winsor, Narrative and Critical Histo~ o.f America, 
Vol. IV, p. 323. 

2. Ibid., P• 336. 
3. Buchan, op. cit., p. 60. 
4. Parkman, op. cit., p. JG~. (Introduction) 
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C. The Religious Element in French 
Colonial Enterprise in America 

1. The Early Development 

a. The Beginning 

As early as the dawn of the sixteenth century, 

Breton and Norman fishermen frequented the Newfoundland 

banks. This trade became increasingly important and was 

a basis for French claim upon North America. 

Frenchmen were not gold-seekers, -- at least 

their efforts in that direction were not rewarded. They 

continued, however, along with their English brethren, 

to seek for a Northwest passage to China. For a long 

time they thought that the St. La·wrence afforded such a 

channel. 11Most of the early settlements were made, how-

ever, not so much in view of the fur-trade, as for 

halting-places on the supposed road to Cathay and the 

Orient.ul In 1518 a colony was attempted on Sable Isle. 

At first France was so occupied at home that 

her interest abroad was not great. In time, however, 

Francis I said: 

u 1Look at Spain and Portugal t Why should 
these princes coolly divide the new world between 
them? I should like to see that article of Adam 1 s 
will which gives them America t' u2 

• • • 

1. Grant, op. cit., p. 17. (Footnote) 
2. Thompson, The Religious Foundation of America, p. 47. 
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As a result o~ such sentiments the navigator, Verrazano, 

explored the North American coast in 1524; thus ~urther 

substantiating France 1 s claim to the expanses. 

b. Cartier's Voyages 

Additional advances were not made until ten 

years later. From 1534 to 1542 Jacques Cartier made 

several voyages to America. Priests accompanied him and 

mass was said in Labrador in 1534. The ~ollowing quota-

tions will serve to show the religious element in his work: 

"Upon the twenty-fifth o~ the moneth, wee 
caused a ~aire high Crosse to be made of the 
length of thirty foote, ••• in the middest 
where-o~ we han*ed a shield with three Floure 
de Luces in it. 1 

Before his second voyage we are told: 

11 In the yeere o~ our Lord 1535, upon 
Whit-Sunday being the sixteenth of May, by 
the commandment of our Captain James Cartier 
and with common a coo rd, in the Cathedral Church 
of St. Malo, we devoutly each con~essed our­
selves, and received the Sacrament •• 11 2 · 

If Cartier had succeeded in colonizing, religion would 

not have been neglected in the process. 

c. Early Attempts in Colonization 

Roberval and Cartier made a preliminary attempt 

to plant a colony on the site of what was later Quebec. 

This was in 1541-43, but proved unsuccessful • 

• • • 

1. Burrage, Original Narratives of Earlv English and 
French Voyages, p. 24. 

2. Ibid., p. 37. 
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The Huguenots were very prominent in the early 

colonial attempts. It was the hope of Admiral Coligny 

that a Protestant France could be built up in America. 

Since affairs were not pleasant for them at home, it was 

natural that they should seek refuge on other shores. 

In 1555 a group of French Protestants set out to found a 

haven on the coast of Brazil. The hostile Portug~e~~to­

gether with other difficulties, finally caused the effort 

to fail. 

Coligny urged another attempt seven years later. 

Jean Ribaut led an expedition to establish Port Royal in 

South Carolina. This venture also failed. In 1564 

Ribaut and Landonniere planted another group of colonists 

at Fort Caroline on the St. John's River in Florida. They 

they had sincere religious motives in colonizing is indi­

cated by this account by one of the founders (1564): 

11 0n the morrow about the break of day, I 
commanded a trumpet to be sounded, that, being 
assembled, we might give thanks to GOD for our 
favorable and happy arrival. Then we sang a 
psalm of thanksgiving unto GOD, beseeching him 
of his grace to continue his accustomed good­
ness toward us, his poor servants, and aid us 
in all our enterprises that all might turn to 
his glory - - - -."1 

The next year practically the whole group was massacred 

by the cruel Spanish invader, Menendez. Thus, for half a 

• • • • 

1. Hart, American History Told~ Contemporaries, Vol. I, 
P• 114. 
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century, serious attempts by the French to establish 

colonies in the New World ended. 

2. The Colonization o£ Canada 

a. Acadia and the St. Lawrence Valley 

The scene shifts again to Canada. In 1598 the 

Marquis de la Roche made a second futile attempt to plant 

settlers on Sable Isle. Two years later Henry IV granted 

a fur-trade monopoly to two Huguenot merchants, Chauvin 

and Sieur de Monts. In 1605 they established Port Royal 

Acadia. In connection with this settlement, Thwaites 

states: 

"From the first, the court, largely in­
fluenced by the church was much concerned with 
the conversion of the Indians. The Calvinist 
de Monts had been allowed to take out Huguenot 
ministers for those of his companions who wished 
them; but missions to the natives must

1
be con­

ducted solely by the Catholic Clergy11
• 

The assassination of Henry IV meant the end of Huguenot 

efforts. The chance for religious freedom was gone. As 

Champlain said: "Deux religions contraires ne font jamais 

un grand fruit u • 2 

From 1603 to 1635 the figure o£ Champlain was 

outstanding in New France. He is justly termed the 

"Father of Colonization in Canada 11
• He was an explorer, 

• • • • 

1. Thwaites, France in America, p. 21. 
2. Schmidlin, Catholic Mission Risto£!, p. 441 (Footnote) 

11 Two diverse religions will never yield abundant 
fruit.u 
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colonizer, organizer, and administrator. In 1608 he 

founded the city of Quebec. The next year he killed an 

Iroquois chief, and gained for the French the lasting 

enmity of that nation. He was zealous for religion and 

was responsible for the coming of the Recollect order of 

priests to Quebec in 1615. This spiritual interest was 

present from the beginning of his efforts, for he wrote 

to Marie de Medici (c.l603): 

. 11By it (navigation) we attract and bring 
to our own lands all kinds of riches, by it 
idolatry is overthrown and Christianity pro­
claime~throughout all the regions of the 
earth" ~l 

Again he wrote: 

11·The strong love, "Which I have always 
cherished for the exploration of New France 
has made me desirous • • • to become acquainted 
with the inhabitants, with the2view of bringing 
them to the knowledge of God 11

• 

He remained active in New France till his death in 1635, 

but saw really very little effectual colonization ac-

complished. 

b. The Northwest 

Montreal was built in 1642 -- to a large degree 

a religious community. Small trading-posts dotted the 

St. Lawrence Valley, but no settlements were especially 

thriving. The governor of Quebec records (1661): 

• • • • • 

1. Grant, op. cit., p. 17. 
2. Ibid., p. 269. 
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nAs regards ••• the settlements, they 
are scattered in a still more unsocial fashion 
than are the savages themselves -- less than 
3000 souls residing over an extent of 80 
leagues ••• 11 1 

After the failure of the Jesuit missions to the 

Hurons, the missionaries pushed wes~vard. Missionary and 

explorer, fur-trader, priest, and coureur du bois made 

their way into the wilderness together. Faith and fur 

drove them on. Gradually missions and fur-trading posts 

helped to open up the Northwest and led to the sparse 

settlement of that region. 

3. The Colonization of the Mississippi Valley 

La Salle made his way to the mouth of the 

"Father of Waters'" in 1683. France then had two lines 

of approach to her lands the St. Lawrence and the 

Mississippi Valleys. In 1684 La Salle tried to establish 

a colony at the mouth of the Mississippi. He missed the 

location and landed in Texas. There his group dwindled 

to extinction five years later. At the turn of the 

century Louisiana began to be settled. Biloxi was founded 

in 1699 and New Orleans in 1718. Forts, trading-posts, 

and missions lined the great river and its tributaries, 

the Illinois country, and the Great Lakes. A semi-circle 

of French civilization virtually surroctnded the struggling, 

• • • • • 

1. Thwaites, op. cit., pp. 42-43. 
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but rapidly growing English colonies on the Atlantic sea­

board. A shell o£ a politico-religious French "empire" 

had been established in North America. 

D. The Religious Element in Exploration 

The £act that some of the early explorers had 

religious motives in view has already been indicated. 

This was true of many of the later ones too. Often the 

priests were at the same time explorers. They wandered 

throughout the Northwest and the Mississippi Valley. 

Some of the prominent pioneers were: Duluth (1678), who 

travelled the Great Lakes and in Minnesota; Le Seur 

(1683-1700), an explorer of Wisconsin and Minnesota; and 

Perrot (1685), who discovered lead mines in Missouri and 

founded Fort St. Antoine. Another famous pathfinder was 

Father Hennepin. Many others remain unsung. 

Two of the most famous explorers were Pere 

Marquette and Joliet. They are symbolic of the way of 

the French -- priest and trader travelling together. 

They were sent out in 1672 by Frontenac to locate the 

Mississippi. Their journeys were quite important. 

Marquette mentions 11having followed the Mississippi from 

the latitude 42° to 34°, and preached the Gospel to the 

.utmost of my power, to the nations we visited".1 

• • • 

1. Hart, op. cit., p. 140. 
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The most heralded explorer was Sieur de la Salle. 

His exploits are too well-known to repeat. One o~ his 

party records the ~ollowing incident (1682): 

"On the fourteenth day o~ the same m.onth, 
the Sieur de la Salle took possession o~ this 
country with great ceremony. He planted·a cross, 
and set up the King's arms, at which the Indians 
showed great joy11 .I 

· Thus the explorers enlarged the domain of' the cross and 

the f'lag of' France. 

E. The French Missions and the Missionaries 

In New France we. f'ind well illustrated the f'act 

that 11
• • • in America the heroism of' the Catholic mission-

aries extended their self'-sacrif'ice f'rom the northern to 

the southern ice.f.ields 11
•
2 From the beginning to the end 

o~ French colonial enterprise the clergy occupied a central 

position. There was a priest in the party which made the 

f'irst settlemept in Acadia in 1603. Eight years later two 

Jesuits arrived at Nova Scoti~ Champlain brought several 

members o~ the Recollect Order (a branch of' the Francis­

cans) with him in 1615 to Quebec. Af'ter ten years, more 

Jesuits migrated to Canada: Richelieu was strongly in 

f'avor of' this militant group. They were f'oliliowed by 

• • • • • 

1. Hart., op. cit., p. 141. 
2. Whitehead, Adventures o~ Ideas, p. 28. 
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Capuchins, Sulpicians, Ursuline Sisters, Franciscans, and 

many others. In 1619 a mission was established among the 

Abenaki Indians in Acadia. By 1632 a number of stations 

were founded about Quebec, Three Rivers, and Sillery. 

These were followed two years later by the evangelization 

of the Micmacs, and the start of the famous Jesuit work 

among the Hurons. The work ~:p read to· touch nearly all 

the tribes of Eastern Canada, Maine, New York, the Great 

Lake region, Illinois, and the Mississippi Valley. The 

severe slaughter of the Hurons by the Iroquois in 1648 to 

1650 brought most of the work with the former tribe to an 

end, and caused the evangelists to move westward. The 

whole Illinois nation was enrolled as Christian by 1725.1 

One of the greatest of Christian soldiers was 

Father Jogues, who labored for years among the Indians. 

Here are two of his characteristic touches: 

u_ - - I baptized two with rain-drops 
gathered from the leaves of a stalk of corn".2 

"Since the time when I was taken, I have 
baptized seventy children, young and old, of 
five different nations and languages, that of 
'every tribe, and people, and tongue, they 
might stand in the sight of the Lord.' "3 

In 1641 he made a trip with Raymboult to Sault St. Marie 

and leaves this account: 

• • • • • 

1. Cf. Schmidlin, op. cit., p. 538. 
2. Hart, op. cit., p. 131. 
3. Ibid., P• 132. 



-74-

ttBut we need laborers :for this purpose 
(to plant a mission there); we must :first try 
to win the peoples that are nearest to us, and 
meanwhile pray to Heaven to hasten the moment 
o:r their conversion" .1 

Another great missionary was Allouez who is said 

to have instructed a hundred thousand in the :faith and 

baptized ten thousand. O:r a trip to Lake Superior (1665-

1667) he writes: 

"During that time, I instructed them in all 
our mysteries; I also baptized twenty of' their 
children, and an adult who was sick; this man 
died on the day after his baptism, bearing to 
Heaven the :t'irst-:rruits o:r his nation11 .2 

A young missionary, St. Cosme, journeyed to the 

West in 1698-99. He records the :following philosophy o:r 

Christian education in his work among the Indians: 

11 It is true that but slight results are ob­
tained with reference to the older persons; ••• 
but • • • they allow their children to be baptized. 
They are also very glad to let them be instructed • 
• • • so that we hope that when the old stalk dies 
o:r:r, they will be a new and entirely Christian 
people 11 .:.s 

Thus might one cite without end illustrations 

of' the heroic work o:r the missionaries, :for there remain, 

among other writings, seventy-three volumes o:r Jesuit 

Relations -- accounts o:r their labors in New France. 

Space forbids also recounting the story of' the martyrdom 

• • • • • 

1. Kellogg, Early Narratives of' the Northwest, p. 24. 
2. Ibid., p. 135. 
3. Ibid., p. 347. 



-75-

of Jogues, Daniel, Brebeuf, and others. The significance 

of the widespread work of the Catholic orders in Canada 

is apparent. 

F. Other Religious Factors Associated with 
French Colonization 

1. The Establishment of the Hierarchy 

It is notable that a diocese was not erected in 

New France at such a comparatively early period as in New 

Spain. Not until 1685 was Quebec made a Vicar-Apostolate. 

In 1674 it was made a bishopric over which Bishop Laval 

ruled. The Bishop's influence in the affairs of French 

America has already been suggested. Under Laval various 

institutions -- schools, seminaries, and hospitals were 

erected. 

2. The Difficulties Faced by the Religious Workers 

In the case of the Spanish missionaries, they 

had the support -- financial and moral -- of the Cro,vn. 

This was not true of the French. They often were opposed 

by the governmental officials and were not financially 

aided by them. The trading companies also frequently 

hindered the activities of the religious worker. Add to 

this the fact that there was almost constant danger from 

the Iroquois throughout the whole of the seventeenth 

century. The climate which they endured was more severe 
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than in South America. The Indians were fewer, less 

civilized, and less docile. Countless hazards and diffi-

culties met the workers on every hand, yet they courageous­

ly aavanced in the face of them. They did not forget 

their ideal of setting up a religious 11Empire 11 in America. 

All this they did without opening themselves to the dangers 

of cruelty and immorality to the same extent as did their 

Southern brethren. 

3. Religion and the Failure of New France 

As religion, by its prominence, helped in estab­

lishing New France, so the same factor contributed to its 

disintegration. The constant rivalry of Church and State 

was one of the factors contributed to the downfall. The 

forces toward settling and toward failure were inter­

mingled. Bacon1 lists four reasons for the downfall of 

New France, which are, in substance: 

1. Excessive royal patronage. 
2. Commercial rather than agricultural basis. 
3. The oppressive work of the Jesuits. 
4. Rapid expansion of area, bu_t slow increase 

in population. 

The latter point is of interest and importance. France 

never did succeed in bringing~sufficient number of settlers 
t~e. 

toAnew colonies. At the middle of the Seventeenth Century 

there were only a few thousand in all of New France. A 

• 

1. Cf. Bacon, History of American Ch~istianity, pp. 24-27 
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century later there were eighty thousand as compared to 

over a million in the English colonies at the same time. 

As Hall observes: 

uAnd while the Protestant pastors raised up 
prodigious numbers o£ children to the glory 
o£ God and the £urther settlement o£ New 
England, the Jesuit priests remained sterile 
and un£ruit£ul tr~es'.l 

In addition to these £acts, France was warring at home, 

and constantly stirring up the Indians against the 

English settlers on the £rontier. A£ter much £ighting 

here and abroad, Canada was ceded to England in 1763. 

New France £ailed -- and not the least element in the 

£ailure was the religious. I£ this be true, then religion 

was a potent £orce in French colonization. 

4. The Permanent Religious Deposits o£ New France 

Although France ceased to be a power in the New 

World, her in£luence remained. With tenacity much o£ 

her religious work abided. In some o£ the Indian tribes 

which she evangelized Catholics are to be £ound today. 

The name "French-Canadian 11 is synonymous~with ardent 

Catholicism. Indeed some parts of Canada are among the 

strongest fortresses o£ Romanism in the world. Many o£ 

her monasteries and educational institutions have persisted. 

• • • 

1. Hall, The Religious ~ackground o£ American Culture, 
p. 93. 



-78-

In some parishes or Louisiana, French is still spoken and 

Catholicism upheld. Wherever French missionaries went, 

their names have remained attached to cities, rivers, 

and lakes until the present time. The religious erforts 

or the French were not all in vain, but have left abiding 

testimonies behind them. 

G. Summary of the Chapter 

In the present chapter it has been indi~ated 

that the French colonies dirfered essentially from the 

Spanish colonies. In the former the Church and State both 

had the same end in view for themselves -- an 11 empire 11 in 

Canada, but they proceeded toward this goal by divergent 

channels. The religious element in settlement has been 

stressed. Huguenots at first attempted plantation for 

religious freedom; Catholics did so later on out or 

missionary zeal. The spiritual emphasis of navigator, ex­

plorer, settler and priest has been reviewed. Numerous 

minute, yet significant spiritual details have been sug­

gested. In a word, there was a genuine and important re­

ligious motive in French colonial enterprise. We are in­

clined to agree with Dr. Schmidlin that in New France 

"the motive of missionary endeavor was always found con-

. comitant with that of exploration and territorial acquisi­

tions.111 
• 

1. Schmidlin, op. cit., p. 441. 
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no beautiful for pilgrim's .feet, 
Whose stern, impassioned stress 
A thoroughfare .for .freedom beat 
Across the wildernesst--­
Americat America! 
God shed His grace on thee, 
And crowned thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea!" 

-Katherine Lee Bates 



CHAPTER V 

THE RELIGIOUS MOTIVE IN ENGLISH COLONIZATION OF AMERICA 

A. Introduction 

From Hispanic and French America, the scene 

shifts to English Colqnial enterprises. Of all the eras 

of our national life, none have been more thoroughly 

studied than the Colonial Period. It is a span of engaging 

interest, and the foundations laid during it are of the 

deepest possible significance in the life of our land today. 

An old Greek warrior once said that 11half the battle is in 

getting a good ready". This is true also of the establish-

ment of nations: happy indeed then is that people whose 

background is steeped with spirituality. Such were the 

English provinces in the New World. One writer has ob-

served: 

11 
••• the settlement of Englishmen in America 

was ••• due to commercial ambitionsi territorial 
need, and religious restlessness •• " 

This chapter will be a survey of the latter incentive 

the religious -- as it appeared in English settlements in 

America, and in those colonies which became English. 

The English colonies were unique ·in many 

• 

1. Andrews, The Colonial Period, p. 2. 
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respects. Their roots were usually diverse, yet a unity 

was found in the whole, so that they could ultimately be­

come one nation. In each settlement religion had its 

place; hence, a spiritual thread can be traced through 

early American beginnings. The study at hand will pursue 

the course of religion at the opening of English Colonial 

endeavor. 

B. The English Colonial Theory and Methods 

Some understanding of colonizing ideas and proc­

esses is essential to any real grasp of colonial history. 

In fact, in the case of Spanish and French efforts, such a 

view practically amounted to a key to the problem. Pro­

fessor Andrews, the best authority on this period of United 

States history, points out that 11 the whole idea of coloniza­

tion worked out by the English in America, was newu.l He 

views the problem from the English standpoint and states: 

"These old writers (of American history) did not 
take into account the fact that for England to 
have sacrificed her welfare to that of the Col­
onies -- even had she thought her policy was 
doing them inju~J, as she did not -- would have 
been considered by her statesmen and merchants 
an act of national suicide 11 .B 

No 11 colonial policy" for Britain existed in the sixteenth 

century, and really there was none the following century • 

• • 

1. Andrews, The Colonial Period of American History, 
Vol. I, P• 67. 

2. Ibid., p. xii, Preface. 
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Slowly her procedure developed as experimentation in­

dicated proper channels of action. 

Doubtless the best way to view England's 

colonial theory is to compare it with that of her two 

main competitors. In·contrast to the situati6n in Spain, 

Church and State were not identified in the Isles. The 

Church as such has no genuine and active interest in 

colonization. The English did not restrict the colonists 

entering her territory. She had no settled schemes which 

she wished to carry out. She did not stifle her subjects 

by paternalistic policies, nor by despotic means. England 

herself was imbibing· the spirit of freedom and tolerance • 
•. 

She allowed free self-government -- a right denied by the 

other powers. Indeed, as many historians have indicated, 

the spirit of liberty permeated Brit~~nia's enterprises. 

In addition England had some peculiar advantages. 

Among these was her insular position. This largely 

freed her from entanglements in the chaotic Continental 

affairs. At the same time it made for production of good 

sailors and maritime power. The islands had a hardy 

climate that could match any rigor in the New World. 

Her's was an agricultural people. Sre had free ins ti tu-

tions which could be set up in America. Above all she 

possessed a vigorous, balanced, and hard-working popula-

tion -- one which was grow~ng rapidly to the point of 
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over~lowing. Her colonists were not just prospectors, 

not merely gold-seekers, but were o~ a solid citizenry. 

Truly England was well situated ~or Colonial success. 

Adams tells us that "England's 'colonial policy' 

was but a mere phase o~ her commercial policy".l It need 

not be denied that the English were strongly in~luenced 

by the then prevalent political philosophy known as the 

mercantile theory, the chie~ idea o~ which was to gain a 

~avorable balance o~ trade for the mother country. It 

never seemed to occur to anyone that if every nation pur­

sued such a course, that someone must ultimately suf~er 

~or it. The commercial possib~lities o~ the New World 

were not immediately evident. When they '~Nere evident, 

England had a wealthy bourgeoisie -- a capitalist class 

ready to pour money into the enterprises •. The early 

ef~orts were in the hands o~ individuals, and at their ovrn 

financial risk. The government was at first willing only 

to support the trials legally -- by granting monopolistic 

privileges and charters to these individuals. Later on it 

took a more genuine part. in the proceedings. Two main 

methods o~ colonization were adopted: by private proprietors, 

who were an echo of the feudalistic past; and by incor­

porated companies, a suggestion of modern proced~~e. 

• • 

1 • Adams, The f..QJ~Jl~ing o~ N e_}! England, p. 35 • 
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Failures led to altered and improved methods. A propri­

etor could be a virtual 11dictator 11 over his grant. The 

commercial companies were similar to states. Their charter 

was a type or constitution. They had their ovm government 

under the mother government: The actual political frame­

work of the scheme was extremely limited. After the 

Restoration in 1660 a committee of the privy council 

handled colonial affairs. In 1695 a Board of Trade and 

Plantations kept the State Department informed and advised 

about colonial conditions. 

Thus it is seen that England's "colonial policy 11 

was no set policy at all. Methods were adopted to meet 

changing situations. They were the essence of freedom 

and pliability. The English were admirably situated 

geographically, economically, socially and politically 

for success in settlement. Forces were creating pressure 

which would send colonists to the New World. Her "open 

door" policy enabled the best immigrant stock from all of 

continental Europe to enter her terF.itories. Each group 

was free to establish itself in the New World for its own 

11 comfort 11
• England avoided many errors. She sent her 

women along to the settlements, thus preventing a disas­

trous mingling of races. The colonists were not soldiers 

or missionaries, but on the whole hardy civilians. Britain 
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herself was actually somewhat inclined to be feudal, but 

her colonies would have none of it -- they were democratict 

This fact set up a conflict which ultimately ended in the 

"spirit of 1 76n. In a word: 

"Instead of banishing merchants and artisans 
to enrich other countries, English statesmen 
opened the gates of their American colonies 
to every kind of religious faith that the 
stirring life of Old World could furnish --
to Catholics, Separatists, Puritans, Quakers, 
Presbyterians, and Baptists from the British 
Isles; to Lutherans, Dunkards, Moravians, 
Mennonites, Huguenots and Salzb"L1.rgers from the 
Continent".l 

This was the secret of England's success in colonj_zation. 

c. The Beginnings of English Colonial 
Enterprise in the New World 

When America was discovered, England was a com-

paratively insignificant isle. Nevertheless, her king, 

Henry VII, real iz.ed the possibilities of his realm and 

set out to build it up within and without. His son, 

Henry VIII, was still further to make the island famous. 

As Charles V was the champion of Catholicism, so was he 

to foster the Protestant cause. In time, the English 

made themselves felt to the degree that they 11 singed the 

beard" of the king of Spain. All this was because they 

realized that to be a real power a nation must be 

• • • • 

1. Beard, The Rise of American Civilization, P• 30. 
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"mistress of the seas". 

England's first claim to American lands was 

from the voyages of the Cabots, who first touched these 

shores in 1497. Of one of their voyages, we find this 

record: 

11 The discoverer of these things planted on 
his new-found land a large cross, with one 
flag of England and another of St. Mark, by 
reason of his being a Venetian, so that our 
banner has floated very far afield 11 .1 

When Breton fishers were on the Newfoundland bamks, they 

were joined by their brethren, the "Anglo-anglers". 

Thereafter, during the first half of the sixteenth century 

no great overseas efforts were to be witnessed. In the 

last half of the century,, however, the time-honored 

"Elizabethan Sea-dogs" -- Drake, Cavendish, Hawkins, 

Frobrisher, Gilbert, and the rest. When they were not 

marauding Spanish galleons, they were seeking a Northwest 

passage to China. Finally in 1588 they ignominiously 

defeated the "Invincible Armada". After that England long 

remained a "tporn 11 in Spain's colonial "side". She became 

the foremost sea-power, and stepped into the front rarucs of 

colonizing nations. 

Gilbert in 1578 failed in an attempt to colonize 

in Newfoundland. Osgood says of him: 

• 

1. Jameson, Editor, The Northman, Columbus, and Cabot, 
p. 424. 
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11 Sir Humphrey Gilbert appears then as the 
precursor of (later colonizers) ••• who de­
sired to see the aristocratic system in state 
and church, with which they were familiar in 
England, reproduced in the new worldn.l 

In 1584 Sir Walter Raleigh was authorized to settle in 

111 remote heathen and barbarous lands -- not actually 

possessed by any Christian prince. 1112 

In the same year Gilbert made another futile 

effort to plant 260 Catholics on the shores of Maine. 

Three successive attempts by Raleigh to settle were made in 

1585, 1586 and 1587. All ended disastrously; one of them 

was the "Lost Colony of Roanokeu. In the first five years 

of the next century, several fruitless trials were again 

made to situate in Maine. Early attempts failed, because 

the colonizers failed to reckon with the actual situation. 

Raleigh alone lost 40,000 pounds in the attempts: there 

was gained a wealth of experience. The religious element, 

though never entirely absent (there at least were always 

chaplains on every ship), was not especially prominent in 

these early efforts. 

D. The Religious Motives in the New 
England Colonies 

To discuss the religious motive in the New 

• 

1. Osgood, The American Colonies in the Seventeenth 
Centurv, Vol. I, p. 12. 

2. Quoted by Hart, Essentials of American History, p. 40. 
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England colonies may seem superfluous. The survey, how­

ever, would. not be complete without reference to some of 

the actual work of the Puritans there. Brief summaries of 

the well-knovm historical developments of the colonies will 

be given, followed by reference to the spiritual importance 

of their foundation. 

1. The Plymouth Colony 

The story of the Pilgrims is familiar to every 

schoolboy. They were a group of Separatists or Brownists, 

who had fled to Holland from the Puritan regions of 

England. Of the 102 passengers on the Mayflower only 35 

had actually been in Le.yden, in the Netherlands. In 1620 

they landed on the New England coast and founded their 

colony of Plymouth. It was at first communal in form. 

The settlement never spread widely and was really a 

financial failure for its promoters. It took in some of 

the surrounding settlements, but in 1691 was incorporated 

with its sister-colonY;Massachusetts. 

No one can seriously doubt the religious inten­

tions of the planters of Plymouth. The Pilgrims were 

devout and holy individuals. Documents abound in indica­

tions of their sincerity. Governor ·Bradford's Historx of 

the Plymouth Plantations is a source of much interesting 

information concerning the religious and secular affairs 

of the group. To quote him as to motives of settlement: 
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"Lastly, (and which was not least) a great 
hope, and inward zeal they had of laying some 
good .foundation, (or at least to make some 
way thereunto) for the propagating and ad~ 
vancing the gospel-. of the kingdom of Christ 
in those remote parts of the world •• 111 

and again, 

"When some of ours desire to have planted 
themselves there (in Virginia), with his 
majesty's leave upon these three grounds, 
first th~t they might be the means of re- 2 planting the gospel amongst the heathens~." 

Before disembarking from their ship in America, the colo­

nists drew up the renmm.ed 11 Mayflower Compact". In it we 

find re.ference to the fact that the undertaking was made 

11for the glorie of God, and advancements of the Christian 

faith 11
• It is easy by such statements as these to be 

blinded to some important .facts, but as far as aim in 

settling is concerned, the reality of the religious motives 

is undeniable. As Andrews says: 11The Pilgrim Fathers have 

always held and will always hold a unique place among the 

venerated saints of mankind 11
•
3 

2. The Massachusetts Bay Colony 

It must not be thought that all the Puritans who 

emigrated from England came to Massachusetts. Indeed 

b-etween the years 1620.- 1642 twice as many migrated to 

the West Indies as to .New England. Many o.f the settlers 

• 

1. Bradford, History of the Plymouth Plantation, p. 55. 
2. Ibid., p. 69 (Footnoter-
3. Andrews, The Colonial Period o.f American History, 

Vol. I, p. 299. 
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went to the former place for religious freedom and ended 

up as pirates in. the Caribbean Sea. The Puritans came 

to these shores in far larger numbers than did the Pilgrims. 

They received a patent as the Massachusetts Bay Company. 

Its shareholders came to this country, the first group 

under Governor Winthrop landing in 1629. During the next 

dozen years about 15,000 arrived. Massachusetts Bay 

Colony grew rapidly in population and in influence. It 

remained a staunch Puritan stronghold throughout the era 

of settlement and even in the later times. 

Andre1.~rs tells us that 11 the Massachusetts Bay 

Colony was founded f'or religion, not for trade 11
•
1 Another 

authority cites that 11 almost all those passing to the 

colony in its earlier years were moved by religious 

fervor 11
•
2 During the first ten years sixty-five ministers 

were among the settlers. 

A glimpse at the charters indicates the reli­

gious tenor of the life of the Puritans. The first one 

(1629) reveals the missionary desire: 

11
• • • as their good life and orderlie con-

versation maie wynn and incite the natives 
of (that) country to the knowledg and obedience 
of the onlie true God and Savior of mankinde, 
and the Christian fayth •• 11 3 

• • 

1. Andrews, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 463. 
2. Newton, The Colonizing Activities of English Puritans, 

P• 284. 
3. MacDonald, Select Charters Illustrative of American 

History, p. 209. 
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The second charter (1691) granted religious freedom to the 

settlers. 

A view of the Puritan movement in England sug­

gests their extreme spiritual feeling and interest. This 

was, if anything, intensified by their transference to 

New England. A multitude of writings from both shores of 

the Atlantic, bear eloquent testimony to this fact. To 

mention only one, in Winthrop's Journal we find a reli­

gious diary of the progress of the colonies. 

The Puritans came to this country with the aim 

of setting up for themselves an exclusive co~nonwealth. 

Religiously they were not organized, but ultimately they 

took up a form of Calvanistic Congregationalism. 11 Calvin's 

Institutes of the Christian Religion was the chief reli­

gious and political text book of the English Puritans.ul 

Church-and State became synonymous in Massachusetts, with 

emphasis on the Church. Democracy was anathema: a theo­

cratic "Utopia" was established. The clergy for years 

held the reins of government. For sixty years church­

membership was a condition of suffrage. The laws of the 

times reflect the ecclesiastical mood of the people. 

Religion was dominant in the lives of the in­

habitants. One must not imagine, however, that all the 

colonists were se..ints; the legal records deny this. The 

• 

1. Osgood, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 201. 
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people lived in an atmosphere heavy with theology. They 

digested two-hour sermons three times a week and talked 

about them in between times. The Puritans talked reli-

gion, taught religion, legislated it, propagated it, -­

and a surprising number actually lived it. Of course, all 

their processes would not receive wide approbation today. 

Their rigorous legality, and meager social outlook has 

more than once been attacked by hostile critics. Their 

cruelty towards the Indians, and intolerance of Quakers, 

and other sects appear almost inexcusable in the light of 

present-day life. Salem witchcraft is another blot on 

Massachusetts' scutcheon. They had missionary motives, 

but failed to carry them out very fully. The name of 

John Eliot alone stands out in the early period as 11 an 

apostle to the Indians". Some wit has said of the Puri-

tans: 

"First they prayed upon their knees, 
Then they preyed upon the aborigines". 

But, after all, the Puritans built up a spiritual culture 

in their new abode. The clergymen were the best educated 

settlers and natural leaders. They were the teachers as 

well as the preachers. In 1686 Harvard College was 

founded to train men for the ministry. Religious devo­

tion did not prevent ou~ New England forebears from 

putting their hands in the slave and rum trade. In 
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spite, however, of their faults, their severities, their 

occasional hypocrisy, their constant narrowness; the most 

part ofthe settlers who came to MassaChusetts had genuine 

religious aims in doing so. 

3. The Branches of the Massachusetts Bay Colony 

From the environs of Boston branched out various 

groups to other sections of the territory. The. most of 

New England was really an emanation of the Puritan 

commonwealth. 

a. Rhode Island 

Roger Williams, a Puritan preacher with Ana­

baptist tendencies, was the founder of Rhode Island. He 

arrived in Boston in 1630. The next year his "extrava­

gances~ caused his removal to Plymouth. Upon being 

banished from there, he established a settlement at 

Pro~ dence on Narragansett Bay in 1636. His chief tene~t 

was the separation of Church and State. uWilliams was no 

advocate of toleration. He upheld religious liberty, 

which is q1ite a different thing.ul Williams was a 

pioneer for the cause of liberty of conscience and is 

justly recognized for it today • 

• In 1638 Mrs. Anne Hutchinson was also banished 

from Massachusetts. She was an Antinomian and an advocate 

of the "Covenant of Graceu rather than the ncovenant of 

• • • • • • 

1 •. Qmdrews, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 472 (Footnote) 
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Works~. Her "heresies" are not considered serious today, 

for they are held as bamc by every evangelical Christian. 

She was the founder of Portsmouth in the year of her 

banishment. 

In course of time other nrebels" from extreme 

Puritanism found their way to Rhode Island. By 1663 

Williams had obtaned a charter for the colony, a section 

of which reads: 

"· •• That they, pursuing, with peaceable and 
loyall minds, their sober, serious, and reli­
gious intentions, of godlie edifieing them­
selves, and one and other, in the holie 
Christian ffaith and worshipp as they were 
persu~ded: together with the gaineing over 
and a:> nversione of the poore igp. or ant Indian 
natives".l . · 

Rhode Island was established as a religious haven. 

b. Co:p.necticut. 

Connecticut was also a theocracy, modeled 

largely after M~ssadhusetts. It was founded partly 

because of.over-crowding in the older colony, and partly 

beceuse of the attraction of fertile river valleys 

farther west. The new territory was·settled about 1636 

from two centers. In the Connecticut Valley a group of 

towns were set up -- Hartford, Windsor, Wethersfield 

chiefly under the guidmce of Reverend Thomas Hooker, 

• • • • • 

1. MacDonald, op. cit., p. 126. 
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a nson of Thundern. This group of colonies was governed 

according to the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut, 

described as: 

nA Combination and Confederation together, to 
mayntayne and presearve the liberty and purity 
of the gospell of our Lord Jesus which we now 
professe, as also the disciplyne of the Churches, 
which according to the truth of the said gospell 
is now practiced amongst us •• nl 

The other .center was on :the south coast. It 

was under the auspices of Puritans direct from England. 

They too wer~ zealous religiously and were ruled by the 

Fundamental Articles of New Haven. Its leaders met in 

1639 "to consult about setting civil Government according 

to God •• '*2 In 1662 the two groups were joined together. 

They had definite ·and predominating religious motives, 

which of course were always mingled with more lucrative 

desires. 

c. New Hampshire and Maine 

Attempts were made to start colonies in wik'«t'n 

is now New Hampshire several times after 1622. All of 

these failed. In 1638 Reverend John Wheelwright was 

banished from Boston for holding views similar to Mrs. 

Hutc:h..inson' s. Thus, New Hampshire was really in its 

beginnings a province for religious liberty. 

• • • • 

1. MacDonald, op. cit., p. 61. 
2. Ibid., p. 67. 
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Many early attempts were made to settle on the 

coast of Maine: these also failed. A royal charter was 

granted to Gorges and MaiDn. The former attempted a 

feudalistic type of colony after the model of Maryland. 

It was a center of Anglicanism, more interested in furs 

than in faith. Mutual hostility existed between it and 

Massachusetts. 

4. Summary 

It has been observed that the religious motive 

was predominant in the settlement of the whole of New 

England. ·It was not missionary in emphasis. The colo-. 

nists evangelized themselves and sought religion and 

autonomy. Apparently the Puritan's chief desire was to 

be left alone --with his religion. 

E. The Religious Motive in the Middle Colonies 

From New England attention is directed to the 

Middle Colonies. Here an entirely different situation 

was discovered but its foundations are not void of 

spiritual significance. Indeed Beard1 warns against such 

rigid classifications as "Puritan New England", "Cavalier 

South", "Commercial ftliddae Colonies". No such walls of 

separation actually exist. 

• • • • 

1. Cf. Beard, The Rise of American Civilization, p. 139. ----
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1. New York 

New York had its beginning as New Netherlands. 

In 1609 Henry Hudson, under rutch patronage, entered the 

river which bears his name. In 1623 the first important 

settlement was ;made at New Amsterdam on Manhattan Island. 

The early colonists were chiefly Walloons (Dutch Protest­

ants). Until 1664 the Dutch held sway in their new 

territories. In that year, however, the English forced 

the surrender of the colony which was under the stubborn 

governorship of Peter Stuyvesant. Charles II gave the 

colony to his brother, the Duke of York, who in turn gave 

his name to the place. 'When the Duke became James II in 

1685 New York b~came a royal province~ 

Admittedly New !Amsterdam's founding was not 

primarily of a religious nature. It was not, however, 

completely devoid of spiritual culture. Religion was not 
0 

especially stressed in the Charter of Privileges to Pat~ons 

(1629), but worship was provl ded for: 

~~t. XXVII. The Patroons and Colonists shall 
in particular, and in the speediest manner, 
endeavor to find out ways and means whereby 
they may support a Minister and Schoolmaster, 
that thus the service of God and zeal for 
religion may not grow cool and neglected 
among them •• "1 

The Reformed church was established in the first edifice 

built in 1626. The early spiritual guidance was solely 

• • • • • 

1. MacDonald, Select Charters Illustrative of American 
History, p. 5o. 
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in the hands of la:YMen. Later on there was some evangeli­

zation of the Indim s, but there was more butchering of 

them. Of the first communion in 1628, Pastor John 

Michaelius writes: 

"At the first adrrdnistration of the Lord's 
Supper which was observed, not without great 
joy and comfort to many, we had fully fiftyer~ 
communicants -- walloons and Dutch; of whom, 
a portion ~ade their first confession of faith 
before us and others exhibited their church 
certificates •• "l . 

New York early took on a "cosmopolitan air" -- eighteen 

languages being spoken there in its first years. Hence, 

we see that many were attracted to its opportunities. 

Religious liberty was observed because the Duke of York 

was a Catholic. A variety of faiths were present in the 

colony, as an excerpt from a letter (1665) indicates: 

"For as we have her Papists, Mennonites, and 
Lutherans among the Dutch; also many Puritans 
and Independents, and many atheists and various 
other servants of Baal among the English under 
this government, who conceal themselves under 
the name of Christians. It would create still 
greater confusion, if the obstinate and immovable 
Jews come to, settle here •• "2 

It cannot be maintained that the colony of New 

Amsterdam was primarily of religious origin. Nevertheless 

there is abundant evidence that religion was not a 

neglected factor in its beginning and early development. 

Many colonists proceeded there out of a desire for reli-

• • • • • • 

1. Mode, Sourcebook and Bibliographical Guide for American 
Church History, p. 129. 

2. Jrumeson, Editor, Narratives of New Netherlands, p. 393. 
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gious liberty. 

2. Delaware 

Delaware was not settled by Lord Delaware, but 

by the Swedes. In 1624 the Company of Sweden was organi­

zed by the Protestant champion, Gustavus Adolphus. It 

was not, however, until 1638 that a colony was planted 

at Christiana, near present-day Wilmington~ Delaware. 

It was started under the direct~on of Peter Minuit who 

was acting for Sweden. A minister accompanied the first 

group of settlers. The colony grew slowly, having but 

121 inhabitants by 1641. In 1663,it came under the super-

vision of New Amsterdam and the next year under the 

English. In the year 1680 it was leased to William Penn 

for ten thousald years. But was administered separately 

from Pennsylvania. Under his guidance the same religious 

emphasis and freedom were found as in Pennsylvania. 

A writing dated 1626 thus states the intent of 

the King of Sweden in his overseas enterprise: 

"The great king, whose zeal for the honor of 
God was not less ardent than for the welfare 
of his subjects, availed himself of this op­
portunity to extend Christian doctrine among 
the heathens, as well as to establish his own 
power in other parts of the w rld11 .1 

The monarch's ecclesiastical desires were not unmixed 

with commercial hopes. The settlers treated the natives 

• • • • • 

1. Myers, Narratives of Early Pennsylvania, West New 
Jersez and Delaware, p. 58. 
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kindly and bought their land from them. Early in the 

colonial life we find that: "The Christian work which 

had been aimed at by the sending out of five ministers, 

at the same time received the lamentable check •• ul 

The inhabitants of New Sweden appeared to be quite active 

in the practice of their faith, but laeked adequately 

trained ministers. New Sweden had at least accomplished 

transference of her accustomed religious life in ·Europe, 

to her new home. 

3. New Jersey 

New Jersey, situated as it was between the 

Hudson and Delaware rivers, naturally attracted a variety 

of colonists. It was one of the most nondescript of the 

colonies. The Dutch settled on both the east and west 

borders at an early date. In 1664 the Duke of York 

granted to two proprietors -- Lord Berkeley and George 

Carteret -- the fertile territory. Into it flowed New 

England Puritans, Scotch-Irish, Scotch Presbyterians, 

Quakers, Dutch and many others. Of the founding of 

Newark Professor Andrews writes: 

~The men of New Haven, Milford, Branford, and 
Guilford ••• brought hither somewhat of the same 
spirit which prevails at home, the spirit of 
the fear of God and belief in the m rd of God •• n2 

• • • • • 

1. Myers, op. cit., p. 79. 
2. Andrews, :Some Neglected Aspects of Colonial History, 

p. 4. -
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New Jersey never proved successful in its proprietors' 

hands and passed from one to another until in 1702 it 

became a royal province. 

In the beginning the owners promised religious 

liberty; 

" ••• No person ••• at any time shall be anyways 
molested, punished, or disquieted, or called 
in question for ••• matters of religious con­
cernments •• "l 

This principle continued throughout the colonies existence. 

1675: 

A Quaker proprietor of West Jersey writes in 

"• •• The government to stand upon these two 
Bases ••• the Defense of the Royal Law of God, 
his Name and Worship, which is in Spirit and 
in Truth •• "2 

New Jersey cannot be described as especially religious. 

Its several promoters apparently had sincere religious 

desires for the colony. In some cases these desires were 

fulfilled. The population of New Jersey was, however, 

a motley group. Contemporary writings describe the 

worldliness which was rampant. Thus the spiritual ele­

ment was not primary, although it was present. 

4. Pennsylvania 

The establishment of "Penn's Woods" is a famil-

iar story. Charles II owed Admiral Penn, William Penn's 

• • • • 

1. MacDonald, op. cit., p. 142. 
2. Hart, Source book of American Historz, pp. 64-65. 
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father 16,000 pounds. In satisfaction of this debt, the 

monarch granted to the son the vast expanse to be known 

as Pennsylvania. Penn was a devout and thorough-going 

Quaker. -When he became proprietor, there were already 

6,000 settlers -- Dutch, Swedish, and English Quakers 

in the territory. After founding Philadelphia, the 

leader attempted a modified feudalistic form of adminis­

tration. Naturally Penn wished to clear the amount of 

the debt owed to him, and to that extent his motive was 

commercial; but he also wished to form an asylum for his 

beloved Quakers. 

The remarkable feature of Pennsylvania was its 

religious liberty. Four articles of the earliest con­

stitution of the commonwealth guaranteed the settlers this 

right.l The establishment of Pennsylvania is often called 

nAn Holy Experiment". 

Because of religious tolerance Pennsylvania 

grew rapidly. By 1689 twelve thousand dwelt there. Not 

only did Englishmen come, but Continental refugees -­

Walloons, SalZburgers, Moravians, Mennonites, Huguenots 

and others. These were to blend to make the new settle­

ment one of the most prominent, populous and profitable 

of New World p~ovinces. 

• • • • • 

1. Cf. Mode, op. cit., p. 162. 
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Penn's treatment of the Indians is proverbial. 

In 1681 a minister, Pastorius writes: 

u ••• With intentions to erect new cities and 
colonies, and not only to gain thereby our 
pwn temporal advantage and support but also 
to make savages· gentle and docile, to instruct 
them in the true knowledge of God, insomuch 
that I live in the hope of being able to announce 
more good news of their conversion to Christianity 
within a short time •• n 

Again three years later he records: 

n ••• and we are gradually learning their language, 
so as to instruct them in the religion of Christ, 
inviting them· to attend our Church serVices, and 
therefore have the pleasing hope that the spirit 
of God may be the means of enlightening many of 
these poor heathens unto their sou.Ls' salvation •• "2 

There can be no doubt that in the minds of the 

proprietor the religious motive in the. settlement was 

primary. The character of Penn himself indicates it, the 

charters and other contemporary literature witness to this 

fact, the popularity of the colony is another suggestion 

of it. It was reflected in the lives of the people in the 

early days and for a long time thereafter. Of course, 

there were many settlers who abused tneir privileges and 

were not religious at all. 

5. Summary • • 

The Middle colonies were less generally reli-

gious than the New England group. Yet one must De warnea 

• • • • • 

1~ Myers, op. cit., p. 386. 
2. Hart, American History told by Cg,ntemporaries, Vol. I, 

p. 562. 
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against t·oo positive generalizations in this regard. The 

prominence of the religious motive in the Middle Colonies 

is notable and is more extensive than is generally thought. 

F. T.he Religious Motive in the Southern Colonies 

The association of any real religious endeavor 

with the Southern Colonists is altogether too infrequent. 

A survey of their beginnings indicates that the spiritual 

emphasis was felt there as well as· in the other sections 

of the country. To quote Bancroft: 

~ ••• The colonists from Maine to Carolina, the 
adventurous companions of Smith, the prescribed 
Puritans •••• the Quaker outlaws, ••• --all had 
faith in God and in the soul •• nl 

1. Virginia 

When the English landed in Virginia they "sett 

up a crosse, with the inscriptyon,--'Iacobus, Rex, 1607.'"2 

Between that date and 1624 the colony became firmly estab­

lished -- the first successful British province. After a 

gradual growth and plantations of English institutions on 

these shores, Virginia bec~e a royal province in 1624. 

One of the first buildings erected in Jamestown 

was a church. A clergyman, Mr. Robert Huntwas with the 

first shipload. Every day the founders of the settlement 

• • • • 

1. Bancroft, History of the United States, Vol. I, p. 604. 
2. Hart, Sourcebook or-American History, p. 14. 
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joined in morning and evening prayers, and heard two 

sermons on Sunday, with holy communion every three months. 

Although the earliest colonists were not of the highest 

caliber and made no claim to piety, they were required to 

go through the form of worship. In all the early writings 

we find that they were concerned about vJhat it "pleased 

God" to do. 

A glimpse at the documents of the Virginia Company 

reveals its sincere religious sentiments. Beard suggests: 

uAs a matter of fact, if records are to be taken 
at their face value ••• {the chief object of the 
Virginia Company was that) its heart was set on 
the glory of C~d and propagation of the Christian 
faith and them that sat in darkness. In their 
advertisements for colonists the officers of the 
Company were at pains to indicate that tney wished 
only settlers of correct religious life •• "1 

In a document of the Company dated 1609 we find that·: 

"The Principal and Maine Endes ••• were first 
to preach, bapt:tse into the Christian religion, 
and by the propagation of the gospell, to 
recover out of the armes of the Divellil a 
number of poore and miserable soules •• '2 

The charters indicate likewise the religious 

aims in Virginia. The patent of 1606 speaks of "Propa­

gating of the Christian Religion11 • In the charter of 1609 

we find: 

• • • • • 

1. Beard, op. cit., p. 47. (Parenthesis is of the writer.) 
2. Mode, op. cit., p. 9. 
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"And lastly, because the principal Effect ••• , 
is the conversion and Reduction of People of 
Parts under the truth Worship of.God and the 
ChJ;>istian Religion •• ttl 

The third charter of 1612 has much to say about the moral 

conduct of the inhabitants. 

The records made by the colonists themselves bear 

out the same idea. To quote severally from Smith: 

" ••• But their chief God they worship is the 
Divell •• ua 

Again he speaks of: 

"• •• a businesse (most acceptable to God) to 
bring such poore infidals to the true knowledge 
of God and his holy gospell •• n3 

The laws of early Virginia were greatly affected 

by religion. In 1619 the first house Burgesses was convened 

in a church. It passed laws enforcing church attendance on 

the Sabbath "both forenoon and afternoon". Many laws were 

passed against immorality. An eminent historian makes this 

observation: 

"If we look at the statutes book, which pretends 
to universality, i.t appears that the delights of 
the flesh and skepticisms in religion, even the 
faintest were condemned with equal severity in 
Virginia and Massachusetts •• "4 

The Virginians really had some missionary inter­

ests, even to the point of desiring to establish a college 

• • • • • 

1. MacDonald, op. cit., p. 16. 
2. Tyler, Narratives of Earll Virginia, p. 108. 
3. Beard, The Rffise of American Civilization, p. 139. 
4. Ibid., p:-9s. 
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for the Indians. One, however, n~ust not paint too 

brilliant a picture of religious life in early Virginia. 

From the beginning a number of difficulties faced the 

province. It was predominantly Anglican; hence, it lacked 

the zeal of the Puritans. Its economic structure was based 

upon the plantation system; thus the colonists were widely 

separated and the Church's problem enhanced. Virginia 

was closer in heart to the mother country and Sl ffered by 

that fact. Reverend James Blair was sent over in 1685 by 

the Bishop of London to Sl rvey the religious condi tiona of 

the colony. He recommended certain. reforms and founded 

William and Mary College (1693). In answer to the charge 

that the Virginia clergy was a poor merit, Dr. Sweet telm 

us that nin a list of some 120 Virginia clergy before 1700, 

hardly more than a dozen had anything recorded derogatory 

to their moral or religious character11 .1 

A survey of religion from the beginning of Virginia, 

leads one to a surprising conclusion; Virginia included a 

very real religious element in its establishment. Most of 

the recent historians are agreed as to this fact. Dr. Hall 

says: 

"Nor can anyone rise from the study of the material 
collected by Mr. Brown (Collections of Colonial 
Documents of Virginia,) without realizing that 

• • • 

1. Sweet, Story of Religions in America, p. 55. 
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substantially the same motives as well as the 
same set of

1
men backed both Virginia and Massa­

chusetts •• n 

One is inclined to agree with this statement. 

2. Maryland 

Maryland was settled by Sir George Cal vert, ·Lord 

Baltimore, and a series of his descendants, also Lords 

Baltimore. After an attempted colony in Newfoundland, 

he received a patent for this more southerly territory. 

In 1634 the first settlers arrived -- the most of them 

Protestants. Baltimore wished to establish a haven for 

Catholics. Since legally there were no Catholics in 

England, the Baltimores were of necessity skillful 

diplomats. Their system of settlement was feudalistic in 

its tendancy. 

The charter of Maryland, like those of so msny 
WO.,S 

other provinces, provided for religion. A church~ordered 

built in the first settlement. In the mind of the founder 

religion was quite prominent:· 

"The.first and most important design of the 
Most illustrious Baron, which also ought to 
be the aims of the rest, to go in the same 
ship, is, ••• sowing the seeds of religion and 
piety ••• \!Vho then can doubt that 'b;~ one such 
glorious work as this many thousands o.f souls 
will !Je brought to Christ •• "2 

• • • • 

1. Hall, The Religious Background of American Culture, 
p. 110:--

2. Hall, Narratives of Early Maryland, pp. 6-7. 
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Many similar statements are to be found in the early 

records. 

Among the early arrivals in the colony were the 

Jesuits. These priests were quite active rumong the colo­

nists and the Indians.l There are in existence a series 

of annual relations of the activities of this order in 

.America. In 1649 an Act Concerning Religion was passed. 

It demanded the confiscation of property of all those who 

denied the Trinity. For the most part, however, religious 

liberty was maintained. Anglicanism was established in 

1692. 

Into the haven of Maryland came many groups. 

The Catholics were always in the minority. Puritans came 

from New England, Quakers, Dutch, German and numerous 

others found their way to the· coiony; religious liberty 

drew them. 

There was indeed a religious design in the 

founding of Maryland. As Penn later established spiritual 

freedom in his colony, so at an early date did Calvert 

give opportunity for liberty of conscience in religious 

matters. 

3. The Carolinas 

In 1662 and 1663 a grant of land called the 

• • • • • 

1. Cf. Schmidlin, Catholic Mission Historz, pp. 438-440. 
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Carolinas was made to eight prominent English noblemen. 

They were all supporters and creditors of the monarch, 

Charles II. Their leader was Lord Ashley Cooper, Earl of 

Shaftesbury. An early writing speaks of the proprietors 

nbeing excited with a laudable and pious zeal for the 

propagation of the religious faith • • • in the parts of 

America ••• inhabited by some barbarious people who have no 

knowledge of ,Almighty God •• ttl 

For the government of the province a fantastic 

scheme was devised by the famous philosopher, John Locke. 

The result of his labors was a constitution termed 11 the 

Grand Modeln. It was utterly impractical in its feudal-

istic provisions. It did, however, provide for religious 

liberty. To quote one article: 

"No man shall be permitted to be a free man of 
Carolina, or to have any estate or habitation 
within it, that doth acknowledge a God; and that 
God is publicly and solemnly to be worshipped •• "2 

Indeed 18 of the 120 articles of the documents had to do 

with religion. 

Many of the early writers mention the possibility 

of the conversion of the Indians. One said their con-

version was rather to be wished for than to be hoped for. 

Another writer, however, states: 

• • • • • 

1. MacDonald, op. cit., p. 121. 
2. Mode, op. cit., p. 194. 
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ui have often conversed with them, and have 
frequently been in their towns: those that 
can speak English among them seem to be very 
willing and fond of being Christians, and in 
my opinion there might be methods tak en to 
bring over a great many of them •• nl 

The population of Carolina was a varied one. It included 

Puritans, Scotch-Irish, Quakers, Huguenot refugees and 

many others. A great many of them had hasted there for 

religious freedom. It is appropriate to say that the. 

religious motive was of some prominence in Carolina, 

though not to the extent to which it is found in several 

other colonies. 

4. Georgia 

In Georgia the last of the English colonies was 

founded. We find there the most conglomerate group of 

settlers. It was founded upon the "dream of a philanthro­

p:l)'ist'", James Oglethorpe, in 1732. In that year George II 

grmted him territories below South Carolina. It was to 

be a land of opportunity for debtors and those who were 

socially destitute in England. It was a great act of 

Christian social service. 

To this colony came Jews, Salzburgers, Moravians, 

Highlanders and the inevitable Quakers. For ten years 

there was a ban on rum: for a little longer there was a 

. ban on slaves. 

• • • • • 

1. Salley, Narratives of Early Carolina, p. 218. 
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The charter makes this provision for religion: 

" ••• ordaine, that forever hereafter there shall 
be liberty of conscience allowed in the worshiftl 
of God to all persons ••• , except.the papists •• 1 

In 1733 the proprietor stated that: 

"CHRISTIANITY will be extended by this dest gn; 
since, the good discipline established by the 
society, will reform the manners of those 
miserable objects, ••• and the example of the 
whole colony ••• will contribute greatly to the 
conversion of the Indians •• "2 

Of special interest is the visit of John Wesley 

in the capacity of a missionary to Georgia in 1736. He 

was somewhat discouraged over what he found there, bUt was 

faithful in the pursuit of his ministerial duties. In one 

place in his writings he objects to Oglethorpe's refusal 

of his leading a mission to the Indians. He finds, however, 

many worshipping groups in his travels about the new colony. 

It is also to be remembered that Wesley's friend,George 

Whitfield, later established an orphanage in Georgia. 

In Georgia we find the religious motives present 

in its establishment in about the same degree as it is in 

several of the other colonies. It has this additional 

significance: that its Christianity is along the line of 

social betterment. It mtf.'y be termed a precursor of many 

similar projects which followed. 

• • • 

1. MacDonald, op. cit., p. 244. 
2. Hart, American History Told £l Contemporaries, Vol. II, 

p. 113. 
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5. !Summary 

Even in the Southern Colonies the part which 

religion played in settlement is quite prominent. This 

is utterly opposed to the ordinary conception of the 

matter. One might well say that the religious motive in 

this section was more prominent than in the middle group, 

and approaches in some ways the stress of it found in New 

England. 

G. The Religious Contributions of Settlers from Other 
European Countries to the English Colonies 

This work has been limited to the French, Spanish 

and English colonies in the New World. Just a word will 

suffice concerning what other European countries contrib-

uted to the English colonies religiously. It has been 

observed that forces were working on the continent of 

EUrope which impelled peoples to the New World. The Dutch 

and Swedish came primarily for commercial profit and 

secondarily for religion. French Huguenots came as a 

result of persecution following the revocation of the 

Edict of Nantes. Of greatest importance are the German 

groups who from war and oppression sought refuge in the 

New World. Most of these national groups have already 

been mentioned. This fact is true: that they all added 

a significant contribution to the resultant American 
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culture. Not too high tribute may be paid to these 

EUropean immigrants for the gospel's sake. 

H. Summary of the Chapter 

One might continue adding elements which 

testify to the religious incentive which was present in 

the English colonies. For instance, all five of the 

colleges founded during the Colonial Period were reli­

gious institutions. The spiritual tone of life could be 

indicated on many sides. No writer can safely maintain 

that the commercial, the political or any other aim in 

colonization was exclusively present: religion always 

must be taken into account. Most historians agree that 

for every tenth part of history which is written, there 

are nine-tenths which are not written. This unwritten 

portion_could doubtless speak eloquently concerning the 

"faith of our Fathers 11 • The most significant fact is the 

result which our religious heritage has left us. The 

endeavors of Spanish Catholicism in the New World have 

crumbled, the hopes of the Jesuit empire in Canada 

collapsed, but the ef~ rts of God-fearing immigrants to 

the English colonies have left a permanent stamp on 

American life and culture. 

One can but agree with Andrews that it was: 
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u ••• the religious impulse which drove thousands 
of men and women to the New World for the sake 
of conscience and conviction, in their desire 
to worship God in their own waYti which they be­
lieved was the only true way •• ' 

• • • • 

1. Andrews, The Colonial Period in .American History, 
Vol. I, p:-6'6. · 



CHAPTER S:OC 

CONCLUSION 



"Religious enthqsiasm, human 
affection, the pursuit of gain 
these three motives account for 
the peopling of America by men 
of European stock and Christian 
faith • 11 

Channing, A History of 
the United States. 
Vol. I, p. 1. 



CHAPTER SIX 

CONCLUSION 

The proposed plan o:f procedure has been completed. 

This study has dealt with the religious motive as it had 

to do with the colonization of America by the Span ish, 

French, a rxi J.nglish. At the close of each aha pter a 

summary of the place of the spiritual intent! ons of the 

settlers from these lands was given. In general, it 

was evident that for emigrants from all three of these 

nations the religious incentive was outstanding. 

The initial chap ter, in viewing the European 

background of colonization, di solo sed tre exceedingly 

prominent role of religion in the life_of the West. At 

the time of settlement religion in Europe was intensified 

by a tho rough revi taliz at ion. It would seem natural' that 

such a ponerful element in human lite, so instilled into 

the civilization of a whole continent, could not but have 

acted· significantly in the plaiting of fuat civilization 
. . 

in new surroundings. The study has demonstrated this to 

be true. 

A survey o:f t re colonia 1 efforts of S~ in showed 

that on every hand religion was entering into the process. 

-115-
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The Spanish Church was on integral part of the State: in 

all the endeavors of the 1 Etter, the former was active. 

The Iberian monarchs were quite as anxious to pr emote 

Catholicism in the New World as they were their own 

power. The men -wb.o actually carried out the designs 

were apparently as zealous t omrd this end as were their 

supEriors. In the fourrling of New Spain the religious 

motive had an undoubted prominence .. 

As the study moved to New France a different 

situation was fa.tnd. Both Church and State vied with 

one another in the attempt to accanplish supremacy in 

America. At times the one institution seemed to succeed, 

at times the other: often they cooperated; occasionally 

they were hostile toward one another. The c amnercia 1 

aim was emphasized by France, but never to the exclusion 

of the religious aim. Pri;~st and pathfinder worked side 

by side to establish Europe~n civilization in the 

wilderness. New France fa Ued: some of its remnants 

were of the distinct flavor·of faith. Again the religions 

incentive was discovered to be of primary s 1gnificance. 

In English America stiil another attitude was 

expressed. The English ~overnment itself did not at 

first attempt to reduplicate ·the life of Britain on the 

whole of American soil. Rather did individual groups 

venture across the Atlantic,. to ·~stablish commonwealths, 
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independent of one a,mther and in la.rge measures inde­

pendent ofthe mother cruntry. In many cases they 

transferred themselves for reasons of faith. The English 

colonies were planted, in great degree, as a result of 

desires of a spiritual nature. In the case of all three 

of the major colonizers, not to mention the minor ones, 

the reli gtons intention for settlement was pre sent in 

a pronounced degree. 

This study has not been a polemic. No attempt 

has been made to avoid or to fully answer numerous 

charg~s as to the genuineness of the religions intenti.ons 

of the Europeans. No effort has been expended to defend 

the colonists when the righteousness of their works was 

exceeded by the intensity of their worship. Many 

discrepancies have been observed and admit ted. Other 

than religious aims have been ani are acknowledged as 

powerful factors in settlement. That adventure, commer­

cial desire, lust for go l;d, social pre ss1lre, axil many 

other factors were constantly present has not been denied. 

It has be'en maintained that no single element propelled 

settlers across the ocean: the motives were always mixed, 

and reli gton was usually somewhere in the mixture. 

In aryear lier sect ion there was ment iored the 

minor place to ~ich certain historians and some others 

relegate the religious element in settlement. This 
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survey has shom that the religious mo t1 ve was much more 

prominent than is popularly supposed. This greater fact 

was dis covered: that the spiritual des :Jgn was widespread 

- universal, in one degree cr another. No other one 
. . 

mo t1 ve would be found present in each colonial enterprise: 

religion was always the:oe to rome extent. 

Several classes of spiritual endeavor appeared. 

With Spain it might be termed a fam tica 1 Catholic 

missionary zeal. In the case of England, it was as a 

desire for religious liberty. In general, the French 

settle-s had in mind a combination of tre two - the one 

for the Catholics; the other for the Huguenot_s. This 

idea cannot be held too rigidly however. A sharp con-

trast in methods of the various na t1 ons was apparent ~ 

Spain ani France wished to keep all ":Wtherans" and 

"foreigners" out of the 1r colonies. England opened wide 

the door, and 1n doing so paved the: way for success in 

colonial endeavor. ·Ariother important observation 

emerges from the study: ecclesiastical uniformity dt d 

not lend to successful settlement on these shores. Both 

Spain an.d France attempted to enforce such a policy and 

failed. In England it was dif'feren t. The Catholic 

Church could ~ot, am the EstabliSl. ed Church did not 

play any really important role 1n colonization. Indeed, 

English settlements were made by dissenters of one 
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shade or another. They made ideal settlers atrl brought 

religious zeal to America. To them we t:1i e, in large 

measure, our democratic institutions and religious 

liberty. 

A number of values have proceeded .from this 

study. The understanding of colonial life in general 

has been enhanced by pursuit of this frequently somewhat 

neglected .factor. New light is shed by .following the 

spiritual thread through the Era o .f Settlement, Iri 

Colonial America. one may observe to a certain extent, 

the religious tenor of the world of that day. Some 

compelling lessons are to be lea.rne'd t"rom the .failures 

am successes o .f our predecessors. One is led to 

appreciate more than ever before the colossal accomplish­

ment of our~ .forefathers in bringing European culture am 

religion into this hemisphere. That in tlE se United 

States, Christianity is tod!ly dominant from sea· to sea 

po ssef!lses a meaning not elsewhEre dupl~ca ted in histcr y. 

Some excellent reasons are to be .found, 1n the study 

of this ~ riod, for the pre sent sp.iritual unrest in 

Hi spa.nic America. A partial explanation of' the immense 

influence religion bas always had in our public md 

private life can bf9 located in the .fa:t ndation of settle­

ments here. The evangelical and evangelisti·c spiJ;>it of 
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American Christianity has its roots in the Colonial 

Period.. In the ecclesiastical diversity or tha. t time 

we have one of the main reas <ns for the demonina.tiona.lism 

of toda.~. The spiritual element in settlement had its 

advantages and disadvantages. In conclusion: that there 

was a. religious motive in the colonization of the 

Americas is undeniable; that it was prominent on every 

hand was plain; that it had deep and lasting signifi­

carce in American life is apparent even today. 
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