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INTRODUCTION



AN ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION OF SELECTED
MATERIALS FOR FAMILY WORSHIP

INTRODUCTION

A, The Statement of the Problenm

“Family worship has declined until, at least iﬁ the
United States, the vpercentage of families vracticing daily
worship in the home is so small as to be negligible."

This was the lament of Henry C. Cope, General Secretary
of the Religious Education Association in 1915, Fourteen
years later a professor of Religious Education noted a move
toward solving this predicament. He stated, hopeiully:
The custom of family devotions, on a simpler scale
than in the past, is decidedly on the increase, lMany
churches have thought it such an important matter as
to conduct special cempaigns to enlist gamilies who
would agree to re-establish the custom.

In our day the problem is yet quite keen. The ray of
lisht in the situation is the increasing awareness of the
churches as to their respvonsibility, evidenced in a number
of ways. DMrs. George Brown, the Director of Christian Family
Life in the Board of Christian Education of the Presbyterian
Church U. 3. A., said in an address sponsored by the Inter-

~

p.l2

1. C'opeé Henry F,: Heligious Education in the Family,
*
2. IFiske, George %W.: The Christian Family, p. 95.

I 1 1O
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national Council of Religous Education, "We as church
leaders need to get across to this generation of parents
this matter of the teaching of religion moment by moment

nl Later, she zathered to-

and hour by hour in the home,
gether a group of twelve parents in a training institute.
The results of the instituﬁe appeared in a book, with,

among others, the conclusion that some parents of today
have an aversion to the mere mention of family worshiv be-
cause they have childhood memories of uninteresting neriods
of lonrs Bible-reading and oraveJ.Z Dr, Walter Faier, in his
recent survey, concluded that many young peovnle hesitate to
eztablish their family altar because they regard practi-

callvy all religious exercises as bevond their scope and

t

It would seem that the great majority of families in

our seneration have not tried set veriods of worshin, and

for many, as Fiss Lowd points out in her thesis, it would

seem so forced and unnatural that it would take help from

the church over a long period of time b Though the church

cannot Iforce anything on them, especially in the realm of

worship, it has been prenaring a number of suzgestive helwns

L * ® L o 2

1. Brown, Mrs. George: TInternational Council of Religious
Tducation Repo;u, 1950.

2., Brown, Georre William and Ruth IcAfee: Teaching Relieion
in the H0ﬁe D12,

3, lMaier, Walt er A,: Tor Better liot For Yorse, p. 5L3,

L, Lowd, Hilda ¥arion: The Church and Christian Family
Education, Thesis, Union Theological Seminary.

~iii-



for family use, providing ample resources for worship so

o b 1

that the fire will not die because of lack of wood,

In view of the votentiality of enlarged resources in
material and method to make family worship more interesting
and constructive, the vpurpose of this study is to examine
and compare a group of revresentative devotional materials
made available by various denominations, in order to dis-
cover their swnecific contribution to worship in the home.
As Lentz has so apbtly exoressed it:

The home has not very many resnonsiblliti left, but
those which it retains are among the most 1mportant
on earth. To helo families in living up to these

responsibilities is a never ending challenge to the
Christian Church.

How the Church is meeting that challenge is the interest

of thi

n

study.
B, The Significance of the Problem

Tﬁe church regards Christian parents as the largest
and most significant teaching force in Christian Education.
Christian homes are the elementary schools of Christian
living The church feels that its role is to
supplement and assist the home in the Christisn nurture of

growing persons. To nuote:

v placing families within the fellowship Christ's
L] L] - - L] *

mily

1. ZLentz, YlCﬂara E.: "The Church's Ooooruunlty in fami
Fducation,

r“duc'?tlrm,‘Tflte*ﬂnctlonsl Journal of Rsligious
October, 1950,

~iv-



church, CGod has made the church responsible for inter-
nreting to parents the soiritual nature of their tafk

9
o

and for assisting them to succeed in doing it well,
Thus the International Council of Religious LZducation
summed up the church's task and its significance. Further,
Yood states that the crucial vlace of parents in ths train-
ing of children suggests the need of parent-education and
parental growth., He reasons that children are influenced

2 . .,
most by those whom they most love.” Hence the church has

4

20 the unicue imvortance of the home.

3

|
e
&

Q

reasingly rea

j=te

nc

2
3]

ood reminds us that & prayer or a hymn in childhood may
oven the way to life's decisions in adolescence.3

The importance of worship cannot be emphasized too
strongly in these chaotic days of our generation. Ais
rederick %W, Brink declares in nhis guide for those con-
templating marriage, "Both formal and informal worship ex-
periences help to bring God truly into a home . . . Family
worsinip helons to bring God's influence to bear on the prob-

L

lems of life."™  Hence it is also clear that worship is

1o

at the neart of Christian experience, and that the develop-
ment of = definite, conscious religion in the life of the
family is 211 imvortant. In light of these facts, is it
L ] . . L L L]
1. Bducation of Christian Parents, Naticnal Conference 2t
ake Geneve, WYisconsin, 1950, »n. 7.
2 Wood, Leland Foster: Building Spiritual Ffoundations in
the Family, ppn. 11, 12,

2. Ibid.
L. Brir Trederick W.: his ¥an and This Yiomen, p. 61,
L Brink, Frederi f T y T

—



any wonder that the revival of family worship and the
preparation of new special materials for it have been
acclaimed as one of the exciting phenomena in modern Prot-
estantism.

Church leaders have not been alone in realizing the

r“)

1

e of th

=D

S

o

gnifican nis problem. J. Edgar Hoover, Director

of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, has been quoted as
saving:

The continuing flood of immorality and crime accom-
panies an all too evident substitution of a secular,
materialistic vhilosophy for the historic reliance
upon divine guidance which has been a cornerstone of
our American Jemocracy. The youth who has experienced
old fashioned Christian training and dl%c1oljne in

the home and has received sound, efficient Bible teach-
ing in Sunday School has been given a sword and bhuckle
against temptation. Parents must create in the home
an atmosphere of Chrigtian living and reliance upon
divine guldance. This may well be accomplisghed by a
revival of family Bible reading and prayer,

C. The Delimitation of the Problen

.D
¥

The numerous books which seek to help £ amilies in
building spiritual foundations in the home make it very
clear that there is an experience of God in and through the
every-day activities and relationship of the family, for
God is not limited to special times, places or methods,

It is natural, however, to express the deeper attitudes of

* . o . * L]

1. Hayward, Percy R. and Hayward, Myrtle H.: The Bible in
Family Worship, in Hearthstone, October, 19L9.
2. Sword of the Lord, September 7, 1951,

B



the family in periods of common worship and fellowship
with God.l This study will concsrn itself with just such
set periods as related to materials provided by three
major denoninations.

S50 often, as Vood points out, family worship is simnly
adult worship with children compelled to attend.2 However,
this study will keev in mind the possibilities of every
veriod of worship to bring the family into unity 2t an
ideal level, by considering the needs of each member of
the family. The observances that are commonly knowm as
the simple forms which worship tekes in the family fall
into the following catsgories:

1. Grace offered at meals.
2. Prayers of children on retiring and occasionally on
rising.

£
L

3. Daily gathering of the family for an "act of the
Spirit,”

This study is limited for the most part to the thitd form,

which, though sometimes called formal worship, is not

1

necessarily formal, save as the gathering occurs at definite,

"IQ

determined times and pnlaces. There are a great number of
children's Bible story books available which enrich the

life of the Christian home; however the material here an-

1. %Yood, op. cit., p. 43,
2. Ibid., po 440



alyzed will of necessity be limited to devotional guides,
published by three major denominations and one state

Council of Churches. The devotional materials are vprevared
for both family and individual use. They will be considered
in relation to the former. Christian magazines are also
current vublications provided by the Church for the home.

el
L

Several of these have been chosen for analysis in that they
are a means of information and guidance to those who initi-

ate and sustain worship in the home,
., D, Method of Procedure

In order to analyse a varied group of devotional
materials, it will be necessary first to set up criteria
for evaluation., The first chaoter will be devoted to the
itemns whiﬁh seem essential to 2 full worship exverience
that meets the varyving need of members in the homes. The
second chanter will deal with the materisl itself, analy-
sing it over a period of time according to the set criteria,
The third chapter will evaluate the material analysed and
compare the various vublications, seeking to discover the

3

contribution of each to family worship. In conclusion,

the findings of this study will be briefly summarized.



CHAPTER I
CRITERIA TOR EVALUATION OF SELECTED MATERIALS
FOR FAMILY WORSHIP



CHAPTER I

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION OF SELECTED MATERTALS
FOR b&)ILY‘ TORSHIP

A, Introduction

If selected devotional guides provided by representa-
tive denominations for family worship are to be thoroughly
analysed and evaluated in the light of their specific con-
tribution, it will be necessary first to discover the dif-
ficulties that must be surmounted in successfully carrying
out a devotional program, the methods that can be utilized
to make it most effective, the content that is essential
for the rich spiritual growth of the family, and though
less imvportant, vet a factor in creating the bhest worship
experience pbssible, the outer mechanics of a publication
such as attractiveness, organization, and cost.

As Wood points out:

Real family worship needs a program . . . Its form
and program may be as varied as the experiences and
needs of different families and different individuals,
but each family should work out with care the pTo-
gram best suited to its opportunities and needs,

It will be the purpose of this chapter to set up -
criteria which grow: out of known needs that are common

1. %Wood, Leland Foster: Building Sopiritusl Foundations
in the Family, o. LiL.
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in family worship and tried »ractices that have »nroved

valuable and essential.
B, The Factor of Tinme

1. Problems Involwved

Trma Highbsugh in her Source Book on Home and Pamilvy

o) .

e .- N ] —_— . AR |
Life ststes simplyt "Time for family worship is essential',

If family worshivp is to be a meaningful zZroup experience,

it is imperative that the family take adeocuste time, Fami-
lv worship should never be hurried or marred by & sa2nse of
P - -~

time oressure,

Yet on this very voint most families break down and

give way rather to the rush of life which ‘ominstes this
era, "Finding time for family worshivn is 2 nart of the

o

larzer question of finding time fo:

is & critical need in a modern world; even fhe Church is

gullty of increasingly chovoing the Tamily into vpieces and

.

consuming the pieces outside of the home. Parhaps even

o
L

more at the neart of the problem is the fact that only as

varents see the vnlues of family worshin will thev make
time for definite, conscious relision in the life of the
L L4 . . - L 4

1. Highbaugh, Irma: Source Book on Howme and Family Li
n. &0,

2. Short, Bishov Rov H.: The Family at Yorshin - Four
ulmbl% Rules,

3. Highbaugh: ovn. cit., ». 78.
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family. As Cope. points out, "We tend to set the making
of a living before the making of- lives!™ We can always
afford to do that which is most worthwhile doing; surely
the character of one's children, the gain the family makes
in the eterral values oif the spirit, such as love, jov,
truth and goodness, is the gain most worthwhile, Vhen
these are the dominating purnoses of family 1life other con-
siderations, such as the pressure of business, the desire
for gain, for ease, for nleasure, for social life, will
fall into the category of lesser values.l

Cnce the eternal values are considered all-important,
each family will have to determine the times most suited
to a cuilet fellowship in their particular femily situation.
Dr; Walter A, Maier aptly describes a typical American
scene as a daily morning scramble preceding the hurried
exit from the home, which hardly leaves room for organized

. .2 . . . .
family worship. It may be that the evening meal is more

¥

leisurely. ut the problem will first of all be settled
only by setting a definite time and holding to it rigidly,
giving it priority over all else. It should be a2 time
when all members can be present, for one of the very ainms
of worship in the home is to bring the family into unity

- [} L] L] . *

1. Cope, Henry F,: Religious Education in the Family,
pp. 131, 132, ‘
2., Maier, Walter A,: TFor Better Kot For Worse, p. 539.



2., Problems Solved
It is clear then that the familv must determine the
best time to be tozather with the least »robability of

interruntion, and a2llow nothing to interfere, In the mat-

ter of regularity a devotional guide can be a great held

o
o]

in forming the habit oif fawily worshin, in that it assists
amily worship until it is a natural and
normal exverience to worshiln together, Maler advises that
ks with devotional metericl for every dav in thes
vear are usually more vialuable than those containing only
for the seven davs of the week.

Cove suggests another essential orinciole to followf

5

TTnsure brevity, or that psrt of worshio in wvihich all

are exnected regularily to unite, ten minutes should he
amnle & devotional guide should talke this principle
into 2ccount in its arrangement. It should also be noted
the use of 2 devotional guide, to be most effective,
re~nuires careful study and preparation beiforehand on the

d in family worshiv,

o
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Sunday mornings are ordinarily more leisure

provide more time and ovnortunity to nrenare the members



of the home for the congregational worship of God at

church, through the family period.

Ce HMethods Utilimed

1. A Progressive Experience
& vital test of the adeaguacy of devotional material
in the home is the extent to which it realizes the im-
ortance and needs of the individual menmbers of the home.
Tood's idea is one that should be carefully carried out

asult

o’
[¢]
93}
c—f.
"S
U’)

for the
Family worship should be a Drogre381nﬁ exoeflence,
gra ded to the succassive deve Jopwents, showing flex-
ibility in its worship program, from honeymoon days
on through the days when the first babies come and
the Cullmfeﬂ grow up into nigh gchool and college
yvoung people, and into old age.”

Here again worship in the home can be seen to take vary-

ing forms through the vears, and some of these possibil-

ities will now be discussed.

a., Barly Married Life

T - e =, 3 1 ~ 0 1 1 . .

Maier expressed the earnest plea of the Christian
Church that the Christian husband and wife, especially in
neWWm established homes, experience the companionshin of
Him who must be the Third in every essentisally hapopy

. 2 .
union. Time for Christ

ot

n the formative years of a
L] . L] * L] -

1. %ood: op. cit., p. 40,
2., Maier: op. cit., p. 541.



Christian home can mean a unique opportunity to read
Scrinture together without having to adapt the passages

3

chosen to listzners of wmore ten

’J_.

ler vears., ‘Wood suggests
to voung couvles a vrogram of Tamiliarizing themselve
with the great provhetic writings, bthe Psalms, the gospels
and epistles, the story of the early church told in Acts,
and other noble portions of Scrivture. The purpose for
such & »lan is th=zt there be "an intellectual advancement
in rﬁl¢b¢ous iceas during this period, as well as rever-
ence ﬁni humbling of heart togsther bafore Goci.”1 Devo-
tional booklets should contribute toward this desired end,
They should provide thoughts that will elevate ~nd ensable
the relations betweén husband and wife. They will in turn

tend to give the newlywed's home stability and a senss of

dication service includin

]
o

fitting scrinture oassage, hvmn, and consecration praysar,
places an empnasis on the sacredness of the home and on
the distinctness of the new fanilv,. There zre a number
of devotional services available for newlyweds, celebrat-
ing special moments in thelr expsrience - the bridal

Ld . * . . .

food: op. cit., p. 47,
vood, Leland Foster: Harmony in Marriage, vp. 10L.

AR o
L
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chamber, the first day, the first Sunday, the home, etc.

Not only young married couvles comprise this groupn with
their unicue op=ortunities in worship, for there are many
Tfamilies™ all of whose members 2re adult. Their needs

will recuire a certain type of devotional help,

b. Early Parenthood, (Babyhood)

Yith the coming of children into the home come new
jovs end responsibilities. At such & time, when training
is needed of a religious nature, varents reach out to
evaluate and improve their own soiritual resources and

-

religious habits.  The Church believes that God expects

children to learn of Him through their vparents. But it is
evident that there cannot be true worship in the family
that is irreligious in its essential gualities, in its

charscter, in its ideals and atmosvhere. "ood points out

that YA spiritusl atmosvhere is the product of Christlike

living on the part of parents and in <due time of the

w3

vounger members in the family, The value of a spiritual

o

atmosphere can not be overestimated. Recent studies have
shown that 1t is in the first five vears of 1life that the
L . * L - L

1. One of these is entitled, "When You're Married" by

tilliam Vard, 1951, and cont ins scripture, a thought
and a orover for Ehe first fifteen davs, often quoting
from various marriage services.

Brink, Frederick “,: Thig Men and This Women, p. 58.

Yood, Leland Foster: DBuilding Spirituval Foundations in
the Familv, p. 9.

VS Brivl



child receives his life pattern; futhermore, the child is
capable of religious feeling before he is capabie of
religious thought.l Because of this Fiske advises a
minimum of instruction with younger children. He feels
that the emphasis is rightly on training in worshio,
rather than mere instruction - not that religio ous in-
struction has no imvortant vlace, but with voung child-
ren it must be very simvple.

Most authors advocate starting to introduce home wor-
siiip 1in the most simnle and natursl way by grace at the

high chesi

J£5]

table, either spoken or sung. Even a baby in
senses the attitude and reverence of the family in prayer.B
it is clear that sincerity must be the foundation of all
planned worship since it is "caught® by children before
.the spoken word is fully understood.
The power of unconscious influence is 2lso exerted

in the bedtime hour:

Many a mother has learned later that in the quiet hour

before her child went to sleep at night, when she sang

or quoted poetry, or made a simple vraver, or talked

naturally of the meaning of 11felan6 God, she was do-
ffective teaching.

ing her most el
As can be clearly seen, this lays a heavy task on
parents. It lies with them, not only to deliver God!

L . * * L] L

1. Fumford, E., E, Read: How We Can Help Children to Pray,
p. 1lh. _

2. Fiske, George W.: The Christian Family, p. 96,

3. Wood: op. cit., p. 47.

4. Hayward, op. cit., p. 20.
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1

message to the c¢hild but to shape their lives in such a
way that they (the parents) reveal His very vresence.

It is the oninion of Brown that there is a grave denger in

"b

urging

amily worship on many parents who cannot be sincere
in leading it. It is essential that they Tirst come to
believe, and to exveriencs vitality in praver themselves,

She feels no finer contribution can be made in educating

D

nts toward family worship than graded books for various

n

nar

P
<L

ges on daily devotional material,
Ce Preschool Children

TWith wisdom nmore can be done for the child reli-

.

giously between three and five than in any other oeriod

. o ; 2
of his growth except the first three yvears.”

The prin-
ciple thet "the law of habit finds virgin scil in the life
of 2 growing child" means that these habits mayv easily
thelr life-long devotional life and exverience.

1 and reverent mood will do much for this age as

well as vounger to make up for concepts used that 2re not

U:J

understood. vt parents should be alert to the ovenings

of the mind at ezcn stage of childhood, for:

ity are the pre-

Komentous for CD"”"CL r and pe
. ese vears very

rsona
schiool yvears. Parents can make th

1., FMumford: op. cit., p. 14,

2. POWSom, John D.: Religious Education in the Home
Baston and Mains, New York, p. 165.

"d



fruitful by building spiritual foundations for
everyday living, and by giving the child a store
of s=cred memories which hs may tzke with him
through 1ife.”

At this age childiren begin to have a fascination for

rest grows with repetition. Ac-

®

Bible stories, This int

e

cording to some, the child should at this time be t=ught

-

a table blessing and an evening vraver. Others feel,

be

—
[

however, that spontesneous, original prayers shou
encouraged from the beginning. In addition to the praver,

which should be simple, brief, and conversationsl on the

Y

. table blessing can be sung as 2

part of the varents,

means of help and delizht to the preschool child,

d. The Growing Family

Efter a few years the aversge family exvands until it

o]

can claim as members & little preschool child, a child or

two in the zrades, and possibly a teen~ager or college

o]

student. This poses serious vroblems to the home that

v

jould reach each child satisfrctorily on his own level at

¢

the worshin hour. ¥ell chosen Bible story-books will be

an aid., Whstever else is used should be relsted to shared

interests and experiences of the whole family, Many fami-

. : . . 0 R
lies use "Thoughts of God for Bovs and Girls™ ™ together

. . . . . .

l. ¥%ood: op. cit., p. 10.
2. Post, p. 60,
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at this period in a family's life. The Browns sucseest

el 5 g

that as the chiliren mature a2 mont
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cation such as many denominations now publi

B
.
-
o’
(0]

R :
found helonful., A number of these devotiona

be analvsed in Chapter IT1.

e. Maturity and 01d Age

“hen the family is scattered there will be ovvortunity
to start fresh new Bible study, an increased interest in
missions, and an eager interest in the denominational

material,

2. Flexibility of Program

Since the home is made up of versons of both sexe
and of varied ages, 2bilities and interests, the worship

programn will need to be flexibls if the parents are to
keeo it vital and interesting to the children as thevw grow

un.

2. Particiovation
Cope strongly advises:

Plan Tor the largest possible amount of common
particination. This is to be the expression of
the unity of the family life. Children engoy
doing things cooveratively and in concert.

1. Brown, George Williom and Brown, Ruth licAfee: Teach-
ing Heligion in the Home, »n. LZ.

2. Cope: op. cit., p. 138,
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It has been suggested earlier that the young children can
particinate in the »raver. Children who 2re old enough
can read the Bible pussage and devotional suggestions on

certain occasions at least. Sherrill feels that partici-

(D

vation 1s one of the most significant ways by which chil-
dren learn, for thay have a natural desire to do what the
adult does 1f the activity is taken seriously by the
aduits.l Certainly participation is necessary if worshin

is to function for each individual.

b. IMethods of Procedure Varied

Not only should prayer be offered by various members
of the femily but at times members of the family should be
asxzed to OTLST nravers of their own in addition to the
suggested oraver of the devotional guide., It is the onin-
ion of a good number of lzaders that a vital Christian

3 . o

1 best Tostered and sustained by informal procedures,

I.J .
-
®

e i

teligion as shared in the family should be a natural thing

oyt

to talk about. Possibly an incident from the daily naper
rgest an appropriate scripture out of which grows a

discussion ending with scripture and praver. "HMuch is

3

cained by any natural and unstilted

<

discussion of what is

(2 o :
being read.’ These moments may be some of the highest
. L L L L L
1. Sherrill, Lewis Joseph: Family and Cnurcb v. 146,
2. Sherrlll, Lewis Joseph' The Opening Doors of Child-

hood, p. 125,



because each member has had an ecual share, and seen the
relevance of God to all of life rather than observed mere-

1v an external custom.

2. Svecial Celebrations

a. Holidays

The church is powerless to recapture the true sieni-
ficance of holidays unless the parents celebrate then.
There is an easing of sgschedule in the home on these occa-
sions and a sense of awe that can bring unhurried fellowship
together. Askew exclaims:

Certainly family worship provides the ideal time and
place to impress upon the memory those great portions

-0f the Bible which”bilong to the special seasons of
our Christian faith.

Christmas, Saster, and Thanks~iving provide opportunity to
leave a lastine impression of the days' deeper meanings to

all the family,

b. Birthdavs

best oprortunities to develor family unity and loyalty,
Here, as in all these special times, vrayer can uniguely

gather uvp loving personal thoughts and feelings.

c. Family Achievements

Q

Another means of making God more trulv a part of the
* o . L] L2 °

1., Askew, Vrs., S. H.: Your Home Today and Tomorrow, p. 60,
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fémily is to recognise in some way orogress, achievements,
nromotion, going awav to school, the arrival of a new
hospital with mother, the visit of an absent
member of ths family, the joining of the church by a child,
death, illness, or any threat to the familv's solidarity or

happiness.l

d., Yelcoming Guests
Maier has saild, "Family pravers will exert 2 blessed
influence on friends who visit our homes or on guests who

. 2
are sheltered within our walls't,
D. Content

1. Biblical lMaterial
a. J1ts Place in the Home
"The Bible is pre-eminently the book of the home,”

states Robert A, Lavsley, dJdr., in his book, 'Beside the

Hearthstone.,” V"It was meant to be the foundation of the

hearthstone,” he continues.3 It is often the case that

5]

o

parents delegate all Bible teachiing of their child to the

{

Sunday School which in turn seldom has more than thirty
minutes a week,

b. Its Place in Yorship

l. International Council of Religious Education, 1950,
2. Maier; op. cit., p. 5886, )
3. Lapsley, Robert A.: Beside the Hearthstone, p. 122,
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Yot only has the Bible an imvortant nlace in the home,

on the family bookshelf. Let us discover its importance

family worshin, Maryv Bllen Chase says:

The ideal way to read the Bible remains, at least in
the beginning of one's acguaintence with it

old way of reading it aloud in the farily ci
as a recuired exercise, but rather as a dail
least weekly, custom that holds within itse

)

excitement, and beauty Tor all concerned,-

ircle, not
v, or atb

Yerner obsarved in 1943 an increasing interest among the

Christian family in the Bible as indisvensable for the

She savs:
In family worship it plays an important rt, for
even though a devobional guide . . . is USGM, this
is not regarded as a substitute for the Word itself,
Passages basic to the meditation for 5“8 day are
found and read aloud from the Bible.,!

]

she refers also to the pamphlet How to Conduct Family
Yorshin at The Tables

c, BDifficulties Involved

iculties to he

1"13

There are however, a number of dif:
irmounted in the use of the Bible in the home. Perhang

(X S |

because of the imvmortance of the marent the Mrst would

the zood

three regular meals a day for the body,

1T interests

5
oe

n

b

varental ignorance of the Bible and esnecially of its beau-

1. Ohase, lMary I lleﬂ. Barly Heading of the Bible, Hational
Parent Teacnef, Hay, 1935, "

2. T'erner, Emily:'“The Christien Family" The Lutheran
Woman's ¥Work’ Aoril 4, 19414,

3. A pamphlet by Guv, Oliver, and Ira Black, it is oub-
lished by The Upper Room, Nashville, Tennesse, 192,
and contains a helnful list of ulble readings.

L, GCove, on., cit., ». 120.
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. 1, . o
ties for the voung. A feeling of unnaturalness in the

special reading of this book can do much to i

>

vinder the

¥

h

spirit of it. The answer to such a problem should be for

)

parents to use the Bible themselves ond use it naturally,

¢}

and often, Jjust for pleasure, rather than occasionally as
a task boox onl-., Its use then, in worshion, shouvld 2lso
h) 2 ool > Lo r. Eal h 2
pe as natural 2s any of the social nleasures of the family,

A number of writers decry the

norticns. "Too vrolonced oeriods will subtract from that
delight in familv worshin which should be at its verv core,
esoecially for the vounser members,” If a short passage
is used it is mors sultable for memorizizé and could be
repested in concert 2s a means of variation and benefit,
Far more can be gained by tzking short enough ovassages

for the children to resvond to a few great ideas at one

4

time, than can be gemined by surfeiting them in a desire to

L

he reading done faster

d. OChoice of Suitable Passages

Since the dailv worship period offers one of the best
means of weaving the truth of this Book into the warp and
woof of life, there is 2 need for careful nlanning as to

its use. Familiosrity with the Bible can begin very early

1. Cone: ov, cit., »n. 120,
2 Tblﬁ., po, 121, 122,
iskew: ov. cit., ». 59

)
[ ]



in a child's life Stories can be used long before the

nr

reading oif the actual text itself cen be understood. Meny

-

amilies use simplified Bible story-books., In this

U’]

regard

QJ

1y
('\J

the Browms warn theat YExtreme care should be used in

. ; . al
choosing books about the Bible,” Other narents use

Un)

either simolified versions or read directly from the Bible
itself., But even here choices must be made, snd passages
selected that incite worship. It will often be wise to
oreface the reading with a brief account of its original
circumstances, so that all may hear the words as the
actual ubterances of = real man living in real life.”

s was suggested earlier, ordinarily one will begin

s 3
A

with stories for the very young chi iren, stories of other
Bible children in particular, Preschool children have a
wider range of interests. Sherrill suggests that the
simple Psalms can be readily undsrstandabls by children
before  they go to school and that the beautiful imagery
makes a rich background for the language ol devotion., The
Proverbs can be read slowly, skinping about with an eye to
the children's experience. He points out that “this can
furnish the setting for ménv & 'homev'! conversation about

’EYB m

the results of this or that tvpe of conduct. Certainly,

in a growing family, the Bible should be used as a book of

. Brown: op. cit., p. 36,
Cope: op. cit., o. 123.
Sherrill: The Fams

*

W00
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life, for it contains countless onictures of actual lives
meeting real temptations. Doctrinal portions should in
time provide the occasion for earnest discussions on the

part of older members. Askew raised the cuestion of read-

}Jv

ng the whole Bible in regular, consecutive order at family

pravers. Her conclusion was that such continuity would he

rewarding to mature minds but certainly not to children or

2

{

young people in the gr s.l Chanters in Isaiah and the
Gosnels are recommended and even the books of lMark and Acts
read consecutively might vossibly stimulate a child's
reverence in worshin. During special seasons an onportunity
is provided to impress certain great, and fitting pbrtions

on the cnild's mind and heart. Also certain Psalms can be

used at times of departure on a journey.

e. Goals Determined

In planning the best use of Biblical material the
delicate distinction arises as to whether the goal in au
dible wofship should be instruction or enjoyment. Though
every thoughtful use of the Bible increases knowledge and
understanding, Askew urges, "Keep that goal secondary in

o 1.

worship. ©Seek tho nure jov of conscious communion with

the Heavenly Father over His Vord, in open prayar, in si-
lent meditation.”

L . - * o * L 2

1. Askew: ov. cit., »o. 61,
2., Askew: loc. cit.
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It is well to keep in mind the fact that the Bible
primarily is a means of develoving and directing lives.
fort should be made to rel?teitne Bible to the hap-
penings of everyday life. Highbaugh points uvn another

ohase of this same truth:
Unless family worshin helps to solve family and con-
munity problems it fails to function toward build-
ing the new world imperative to a lasting peace,
Family worshivp can be the place where all members of
a Christian f%mily naturally bring their problems
for solution.’

AN

. Bxtra-Biblical Material

The possibilities of extra-Biblical sources will mere-
1y be mentioned here, the use of which will later be ob-
served in ths various devotional guides. Hymns and music
of a family are part of the treasury of devotion. 4An ant
passage or voem from general literaturs may be introduced,
that will stir the mood of wonder and worship. Pictures
can helo make a Bible verse or passage’more meaningful, if

d to discover vhat it portrays. The only

way to make vouth realize th=t humen life is capsble of
great ildeals is to make them aware of the aspirations and
ideals of as manv vpeople as possible. This can often be

accomplished by means of 2 story.

2., HBlements of Faith and Belief
. . L] e * *

1. Highbaugh: op. cit., p. 80.
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As has been inferred, at least, getting the most out
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is encouraged by parents who themselves hold swncerels to

eligious beliefs."’ The guestion may rise as to what

=

eligious beliefs are basic and why varents must have

=
}Jc

religious beliefs. The Browns mention

what parents believe determines their answers to their
hildren's religious ocuestions, about vraver, about the

Bible, about the character of God.2 But the parent also

h

caches vwhat his ideas of God are when he

EN

unconsciously
oravs, and what he believes regarding the nature of praver,
The Browns list the following subjects as basic religious
beliefs “without wnich a vigorous religion cannot flourish™:
God; Jesus Christ; the Holy Spirit; the vroblem of good

and evil in humén nature; the Bible; orayer; the church;

the life everlasting,.3 -

Another asvect of this problem is brought out by the
Haywards who consider it inevitable that there be a zrad-
ual nerception of God as a Spirit rather than mersly a
glorified man. As the child grows older earlv exnlan-
ations can be enlarged and enriched on the basis of the
wider knowledge th»t has come to him, rather than giviag

Brown: op. cit., »n. 15.

Ibid., ». 16.
. Brown: op. cit., p. 22,

N



children a theological intervretation that is beyond their

capacity to understand., With children under ten years of
age theyv advocate vresenting God as a loving Father,
primarily,

The adolescent is devendent upon the type of worship

with wiich he was familisr in childhood, but =t the ssme

time stretches out eagerly to new forms snd idess 2s he
thinks through his own religious expverisnce. The Hevwords

state that:

From seventesn vears on the more intellectual and

philosonhical basis of Christiasnity mavy be dealt
with as an addition to, but not as a substitute for,
the more personal elements that have DreviousTv
entered ingo the religious experience of the grow-
ing child,

L. Prayer

a. Dangers to Avoid

it has been seen that the content of prayers will be
guided by the faith and belief of the wnarents. The im-

portance of oraver cannot be underestim~ted for "Prayer

L,v

brings God right into the family,"™ but there are dangers
to avoid. In no belief or vractice is there so much mis-
undarstonding or unvise teaching =s in prayer. It is the

responsibility of parents to teach their children to avoid



and guide them into offering prayers that breathe the right

spirit.

b. Aspscts of Prayer

Instruction should be given in the im mportant aspects
of vpraver such as ﬁhanksgiving, confession, prayer for
pardon, adoration and intercession. INHost modern parents
are giving their attention to pravers of gratitude.
nere are times vhen a familwy
cannot worshnin togethzr until the tense 2ir has been
claared and clea.nsed‘.”2 Here reventance has a vastly im-

vortant part in gulding children from cheap excuses, alibis

Ei

2

self righteousness, hlaming others, resentful attitude, to
seeing the otherd vart azs clearly as his owa, 2nd with
help, honestly feeling sorry. Wieman feels that at the
very heart and purpose of family rituél 1s not understand-
ing of praver or instruction about God, but Ya patterned
recognition of commitment to God.¥ This commitment is not
made through one great and final act but rather through
progressive exverience.”

c. Objectives of Praver

Though the first objective in prayver is to seek a con-

sciousness of God's very oresence in the home, family prayer

1. Brown: loc. cit.
2. Sherrill: The Opening Doors of Childhood, p. 126,
3. vilemsn, FMrs, P. W.: The Family Lives Its Rellglon

D. 215,
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should not be limited to themselves alone, for their very
relations to others make them a part of their day's living

Petition for the childiren's teachers, business assoclzstes

and national leaders as well as the minister end church
. R . : 1
bodies will greatly enlarge the family praver experience.

The use of printed prayers is an excellent wav to
heln children grow in their understanding of whst praver

12 tremendous scone nraver has., The fact that

5. Relevance to Life

Prayer, Christian fellowship and commitment in the
home develop moral stamina in all members of the family so
that belief may be exprsssed in action. The content of

worship material should aid in Christian adjustments with-

The family altar, pointing to the complete self-
denial ond self-sacrifice of Christ, will help to
stifle selficshness &n ,us and DPOTOue forbearance,
generosity, courtesv.

Relations between parents and children should be elevated,

L certain stability end direction to family living is

el

sined a2s the family finds through shared faith common

Askew: op. cit., p. 58.

Darryv, ¥rs. Vera Campbell: Children's Prayers, pn. 19,
Maier: ov. cit., p. 537.

Maier: loc. cit.
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activities and interests which draw them closer together.
The familv in turn moves forward together in worthv endeav-
OrS.

Enother result that should be obtained from worship
material is the strengthening of the family to withstand
bravely the adversities of life, for it should contribute
to founding homes on that Rock against which all triszls
and tempests will beat in vain. Religion in the home
sharnaens and strensthens Christian conscience, If a cur-

m

riculum can meke Tamilies discuss Christian princinles,

great results will follow, Christian attitudes should be
built toward other races.

Religion in the home must be kept useful, relavant to
all of life; as soon as it becomes an ormanemt, a decor-

ation or an heirloom, it is dead.

[..J

6., Coordination With Overall Church Program

The content for family worship should include an in-

Es]
A

terpretation of the work of the Church snd assist in

nfluvence of the Churech in each life,

7""‘

strengthening the

)

ct
ford

It should broaden the knowledge of the family and give

o

them a vart in the work of Church agencies throughout the

Torld, by stimulating their vrayer and financial interest.

B, Mechanics

1. Attractiveness
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In order to be all inclusive on the impressions and
help that 2 devotional guide offers, a few items of
mechanics should be considered briefly., Children and
adults alike =are drawn to an attractive aid more than an

wattractive one.

2. Organization
The degree of helofulness will also depend largely on

how a vublication is orgenized and back of that, what its

vpurnoses are and how thev are attained.

A great essential for Church leaders is to under-
stend, in their efforts, the verious income femilies - low
income families in particular - for it is possible only to
increase the sense of frustration, already overvowering,
vihich these families have. Some find it difficult to af-
ford a family vacation together, let alone a family reli-
gious msgazine on $40.00 a week salary.

Bighop Hoy H. Short counsels concerning the use of
devotional guides that "the wise family will provide
enough conies of the devotional guide so that each member
can hrave his own copny before him?z This too, will affect

inancial consideration of publications.

iy
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1. lentz, Richard E,: The Church's Opnortunity in Family
sducation, Lnternatlonul Journal of Religious Education,
OCuObef 1950.

2. Short, Bishop fov H.: op. cit.
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Fo Summary

It has been discovered that the interest of the church
concerning family worship in Christian homes has been in-
creasing rapidly in recent years, but the available lit-

erature is scarce. 1t is not enough to sveak of the

necessity for family pravers and Bible study. People need

definite helvn, teaching, end demonstration in the art of
gl | >3

.J..

mily devotions, because it is not an easy thing to meke

)
j$5]
=

the experience meaningful to a small group revresenting
such different ages, experience and interest.
In order to judge the relative worth of sneci

devotional literature that has been made available for

homes today, suggestive citeria have been set up on tha
basils of elements thrt zo to meke up an adequate exper-

~

ience of fomily worship: Iirst of all a method of ap-

proach that oprovides for each age group renresented; this
involves such help for the psrents as will enable them in

turn to be able to sincerely lead thelr children in vital
experiences of worshin. A reverent atmosovhere is the es-~
sence of a small child's experience. The earliest begzin-
nings may be around the table. During preschool ysars in-
valuable foundations ars built. Consideration for family
worship should begin with the fogﬁding of 2 new home and

continue through the twilight vesrs of = counles life.

The need then is obvious for a Tlexible program theat al-



lows each member to participate in some way and that pro-
vides enough variety to keep interest high., In this
regard the great variety of daily experiences &nd special
celebrations should offer rich possibilities.

Secondly, the content of a devotional guide; in order
to bring about desired results in the personal lives of

each family member and influence the life of the family as

a whole the content should give a prominent pl=zce to the

jus)

ible, with careful =sttention to its prover use with small

I

children and with 2 primary goal of worshin before in-

~

struction. Numerous extra-Biblical sources can be in-
cluded and inherent in all content should be certain basic
elements of faith and belief, Przyver, ideally, should in-
volve many diverse aspects and cover a wide. scope. £11
content should lead into avenues of action. A closer
relationship to the Church should be stimulated,

Lastly, the influence that the outer mecheanics of the
literature brings to bear on the total expérience of the
worshining group by means of its attractiveness, organ-

ization, and cost.has been considered.



CHAPTER IT

ANATLYSTS OF SELECTED DEVOTIONAL GUIDES
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ANALYSIS OF SELECTED DEVOTLONAL GULDES.

A, TIntroduction

In the preceding chapter criteria were set up in
order to analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of selected
materials for family worship provided by the church for the
home. This chapter will include an analysis of materials
published by three representative denominations and one
State council of churches, covering a period from six
months to a year depending on the character of the materisal
chosen; hence results will be limited., This examination
will be based on the discussion and formulation of cri-
teria in the first chapter as restated below in outline
form. A1l vpoints will not be found in any one material
necessarily. They act as a general rzuide to the content
of the material,
1. General Descrintion
a., Attractiveness
b. Organization
¢c. GCost
2. Content
a. Biblical Haterial
(1) Choice of Passagc
(a) Bible Stori

{(b) Poetry and Ui

sdom
{¢) Doctrinal Portions

(2) Ieans of Presentation
(a) Lensth of Portions

Literature

-30-
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(b) Consecutive Passages
{c) Version Used

(3) Goal Determined
b. EBxtra-Biblical Material

(1) Idusic

(2) General Literature (Poem or Passage])

(3) Pictures

(L) Stories
c. Themes in the Meditation

(1) ®lements of Faith
a) Concerning God
b} Concerning Jesus
¢) Concerning The Holy Spirit
d) Concerning Good and Evil
=2) Concerning the Bible, Praver
) Concerning Life Tverlasting
pplication te- T1ife
) Christian Adjustments in Home Relation-

ships

b) Strength to Withstand Adversities
c¢) Motivation Toward Christian Principles
d) Patterns for Christian Living
e) Light on Present Day Problems
lationship ¥ith the Church

(1) “Form

(2) Aspects of Prayer Emphasized
(a} Thanksgiving, Praise
(p) Confession
(¢) Adoration
{(d) Petitiom
(e) Intercession

Methods Utilized

a, Amount of Time

b. Provision for Gradation
(1} Young Married Couples, Adult Members Only
(2) The Famlly With Young Children
(3) The Growing Family
(&) Maturity and 01d Age

c. Amount of Flexibility

d. Use of 3Bpecial Celebrations
(1) Holidays

)  Birthdays, Anniversaries

) Family Achievements

L) VWelcoming Guests

"’ﬁ/‘\f"\
I N

B. Todayx
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1. General Descrintion

a. Attractiveness

The monthly dgvotional publication, Todav,l presents
a neat, orderly apoearance with a black and vhite cover
picture as the center of interest. It is bordered by a

bright color on which is placed the simple caotion, Todav -

Think on these things. The month and year stand out on the

lower border. Perhavs its most conspicuous characteristic
is its small, handy size of five and a helf by four inches.,
The cover picture portrays either the theme of the month

or some significant havpening during the month and deals
with concrete objects such as nature, a Cowmunion Cup, or
a Christmas tree ornament, rather than peonle., A calendar
£
R

on the back cover indicates spvecial days of the month, in-

cluding Church days, marked in color.

b. Organization

The Tirst page each montnh is given over to the Edit-
or's visit which includes an introduction to the writer of
the month's devotions, his vpicture, and something of his
purposs, as wsll as a reference to the special days of the
month and any other pertinent information.

The vattern of the meditations is similar for the

I

l. Published by the testminister Press, the issues analys-
ed include lay, August, September, October, November,
and December 1951,



most vpart: a title, a text (one or the other, or both), a
meditation, a Bible reading reference, a suggested hymn,
and a conversational vraver. The writers come from var-
ied walks of life: Pastor {(most frecuently), Christian
Yorker, hymn-writer and Business MNanager, Chanlain and
house-wife,

ougit small, this booklet has a number of added
features: A vital article on evangelism contributed by
the same man each month; a page of prayer requests for
Asaecific Christian workers throughout the world; a n»age of

mealtime prayers sent in by people who have used them in

various ways - in girl's groups, homes for the aged, etc.;

7q

LR

an occasional poem; a letter vage telling how others use

[ls

Today; latest book advertisements; an article on the home;
and finallv, the last two rnages which sre always devoted
to The Bible Book of the Fonth -~ essentially a reading and
study guide chanter by chaoter, with helnful background
material on the author of the one svecific book for thet
month, the historical situation, and the value spiritually

to the life of today.l

c. Cost
. . - L] - L]

1. This »nlan was inaugurated in 19LL in cooperation with
the Bible Fastery Lonth Campalgn which originated in
ot
Se

se of the wide use throughout the church. Teauest
been made recently *’at this section be placed at
e back for those who wish to preserve it.

Q

i
2
attle in 102/. It has been continueC in Todav be-
u
s

[
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Individual cownies cost five cents, end a vear's sub-
scrintion costs sixty cents, with svecial prices for

cuvantities of nopulsr series which are oiten desired.

1. Countent
a. Biblical Faterial
The Bible reading suggestions at first glance anvear
to cover a wide variance of Scripture passages in somewhat
heterogeneous fashion. Yet around the great variety of
Serinture portions i1s woven the main thought for each day.
(1) Choice of Fassages |
Tor over a period of six months in 1951 a great
wumber and varietv of Bible Stories are suggested.
are chosen in connection with the theme for the day, week
or month., The month of devotions based on Genesis contains
the account of Creation, Lain and Abel, Noah, the Babel
venture, Abraham, Isaac, and Joseph's exveriences. In con-
nection with these 01d Testament stories, some matefial
from the Gosvels is used, as for examvnle the Parable of the

Lost Sheep and Jesus calling the discinles, The material

et
ot
I,.J »
cr
[
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he theme of the home contains about six stories from
the 0ld and lew Testament. The month's studies on nature
ing Bush account, Lot's choice, and David in

and the stories of the
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life of Christ in the New Testament, from his birth, heal-
ing ministry, parables, and miracles to the accounts cent-

Jos

ering around hig death, The series of studies on music in
the Bible centered around numerous passages in the 014

.

Testament, some of which are obscure. Stories in connec=-

ton with the studies on the last supper sre of course the
actual account of the last suower, and other accounts that

refer in some wav to that suover,

The poetry literature is widely used, heing found in
each month's materials resardless ol
terest, PFerticularly in the themes of nature aznd nusic

are the Psalms used and z2lso Job. The advice of Proverbs

of the home family.

£ the Biblical material falls into the cat-
egory of teachings of Jesus or doctrinal portions from the

Epistles of

(2) Iieans of Presentation
The length of the Biblical portions ranges from

two to ten verses. The short texts written in full that

f"',
a
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highlight the davy's teaching will easi.
o memorization. The Scrivture auotations are taken from

Sdition of the Revised Bible and the

‘..
_l-
ot

ne American 3tanc
Revised Standard Version of the Hew Testsment, but for the
most part the reference alone is given. In only one issue
out of eight did the writer choose to present his scrinture

lessons consecutively, However, each issue contains the
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Bible Book of the Month with suggestions that will guide at
least some of the family into an intensive study of a book

7 o

a month. Zisht of the books covered throughout the year of

e

1951 were The Acts, Colossians, Proverbs, Nehemiah, Micah,

Philivppians, Exodus, and Malachi,

(3) Goal Determined

It would seem that the zoal is not primarily
instruction, for the Scrivture reading is oftsn taken out
of its context, and one would hardly get an overall view
from the great variety in choice of passage from day to
dav. Even Young who wrote the series of devotions consec-
utively from Genesis believed Genesis contains valuable

devotional material to be lifted out and made available for

the Today family. He enters imaginatively iﬁ%ﬁbr&ham's
experience and points out to the readers "how close we can
feel to Abraham in this experience!“l Similarly Leeper
re-creates the experience of the apostles at the time of
the last supper.2 He also relates thelr exXverience to the

basic Christian experiences today. It would seem then

{-de

S

b

that the =oal behind the use of Scripture hefe is to make
it meaninzful in a devotional way to life today. How t!
is accomplished will be seen wmore clearly in the study of
"Themes In the Eeditation.“3 The emphasis would seem to

] . . . ] ®

1. Young, William Lindsay: Tody, September 23, 1951.
2. Leeper, James C.: Today, October 13, 1951,
3. Post, ». L0,
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is aim of

ct

be worshivp, and scripture is used to fit into

fellowship with God.

b. Bxtra-Biblical Material

The hymn suggestions for each day in the month are

)

usually most fitting and worshivniul, »roviding the key-note

]
a

of the thought for that day, exovressing a prayver or just
the needed challenge. The use of these hymn suggestions
reauires the possession of a hymn book, for only once in
the eight issues is there included the musical notation and

that to the hymn composed by the author of the devotional

N

. the words of the

1t

-
14

i

thoughts for the month. One writer
hymn printed for the benefit of those who have no book.

Very little use is made of poems. One noem on the
thought of nature is »nlaced at the back of the number on
nature meditations. A few others are included in the med-
itation.

One month's series of studles is based on Da Vineci's
famous painting of the Last Supver; it supvlies the soirit-
ual climate for each dav's devotional message.

The use of short stories is very carefully inter-

twined in the brief daily meditations.

¢c. Themes in the lMeditation
The themes are as varied as the scrivture passages.
_ b

Thev cover a wide area of subjects, emphasizing the home,

church, community and world family in connection with
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Family Week in May, meditations on the beauties of God's
mountains, streams, skies, trees and flowers during a
vacation month, a study of the book of Genesis, a series
of messages on Da Vinci's famous painting of the Last Sup-
per, a study of music in the Bible, and a presentation of

the written Word and the Living Vord at the Christmas

5eason.

(1) PFaith and Belief

(a) Concerning God

God is set forth as Creator of all things,
as seen in Genesis, yet more wonderiul than all His works.
He is presented as Creator of the family. In the issue on
music the glory of God's creation as seen in man's sveaking
and singing voice is praised. Added to this characteristic
is God as sustainer of life He has created, sufficient and
purposeful in dealing with men., GCod's everlasting love is
shown in His pursuit of man. Sweazy in his page on evan-
gelism for November finds an answer to the whole of God's

creation in the Redemvtive plan of God.

{b) Concerning Jesus Christ

The October publication in particular gives
a Christ-centered impression throughout in its portrayal of
the Last Supper. It is shown how Christ draws people by
the cross. God, Himself, is seen in Christ. He is pre-

sented as the sole Saviour, the Son, in whose name alone



come. salvation and the family of God. Salvation is
clearly vresented as a narrow entrance which then has wider
reaches, and full commitment to Jesus Christ as Saviour

and Lord is urged often. A men can find in Him alone

help in controling his life and emotions. ILife is seen

as a daily expsrience in relationshin to Him -~ the Door

to heaven and our Advocate, alive evermore!

(c¢) Concerning Good and Evil
One writer savs man nust learn that human
ingenuity, no metter how great, will never 1ift him out of

. 1 . . . .
the mire. In the study on Genesis there is a careful

analysis of the first appearance of sin, its nature and
results. 1t is seen in a reoccuring oattern as the his-

tory of menkind develovs. This writer's conclusion is

that the veril of sin is always near. He turns his med-

itation into a challenge: "Only constent vigilance and the
2

grace of God can save us from its woe and degradation,®
Another writer also recognises that "the choice of sin is
always before us" but happily "the choice of life and

w3

righteousness is ours also.

(d) Concerning the Bible

Young, op. cit., September 19, 1951,
Iibid., September 10, 1951,
Leeper, on. cit., October 1&, 1951,

WA
L] L ]
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In the study of Genesis the purvnose of the

O

Bible is vnresented as conveving spniritual truth rather than

f'f'

,eaching science. The Bible is conceived as uniaue among

B

sacred books in thot it reveals God in search of man,
One writer snenas time in his meditation to instruct on how
to read the Scrinture which he considers 2 living Book. In

fact he intervrets the purnose of this little magazine,

Todav, to be but an aid to the end that those who use it
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for worshin ma

levotion, at least, is centered
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about the truth that death shall be swallowed up in victory.
t is susgested in connection with the music of resurrec-
tion 2nd refers to the culmination of God's »nlan of salva-~

tion, and the consummation of all things, vhen there shall

be no more corruntion; no more mortalitv.

(2) Annlication to Life

(a) Christian Adijustments
shins
One writer ciscusses the tendency to hurt

those of one's own household, a »nractice more common tha

i}
¥

D

micht be susnected at first thouznt. True brotherlv lov
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is encouraged on the basis of Scriptural admonition and
growing out of Joseph's experience. Other advice to the
home is in the realm of building up family fellowship -

doing things tocether - and insisting that fellowship have

2]

priority over the business ambition of the father or the

j=

social whirl of the mother.

(b) Strength to Withstand Adversity

-
i

In one devoticnal in F¥ay, durings National

Family Week, two parehts discuss the
crisis. They point families to the vpresence and power of
living Lord who makes the difference in every situation,

One pungent sayving stands out: "If God is well known be-

N
i

fore the emergency hours, his grace will be suificient for

-

. o . 1,
the time of testing.™ All isues of Today that were ex-

amined seek to do just that - make Him well knowm.

(¢) HMotivation for Christian Life
Sponsors of young adult church work write

in Mav on the subject, "The Church Familv,™ motivating
J b 2 !

.‘

the home in their Christian service, be it as Sunday School

oupils, teachers, or just as vart of the Church family, to

aim high in Christian attainment with no thought of reward,

in return for Him who gave His all for them,
E 2 ” L] L ] L] o

1. Kearns, Raymond V. and lrs.: Today, lay 7, 1951.
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(d) Patterns for Christian Livine

Numerous challences to experience the fnll
Chrigtian life can be found. Among them there is the ref-
erence to God's word and vrayer as a means of personal
growth, commitment to God's will that He Himself can shave
one's character aricht, and humility as a sizn of true

greatness,

(e} Light on Present Day Problems

Young makes timely vparables from the ex-
periences found in Genesis. He sees in the Babel builder's
experiences the seeds of the wrong kind of nationalism.
He seces a Babelite tendencv in any professed follower of
Christ who restricts Christian concern and activity by
racial, nationalistic, or geosraphical considerations,
From Noah's experience, which he claims is not an isolated
one, he sees the imvortance of being concerned about the
intrinsic riuhtness of moral issues, and not being swayed
by pooular negative seﬂtiment.z The problemsof the world
today such as creed, power, sectional pride, materialism,
and war force him to the following conclusion: "Nothing
short of reborn men will make possible the kind of world

a - %) - 't - Q ~
we desire and for which God bhids us labor."™ As for eco-

Young: op. cit., September 18, 1951.
wad., September 12, 1951,
Thid., September l° 1951.
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nomic problems one devotional writer answers that spirit-
ual liberty is more necessary than economic liberty. An-
other says boldy that those who promise "a classless so-
ciety" cannot assure the forgiveness of sins and ever-

lasting life, And so attitudes are formed in the hearts

and minds of families who see the relevance of eternal

values to all phases of life,

(3) Relationship With the Church

The function of the Church is clarified and the
minister's position is interpreted as that of guide., The
family is led to aporeciate those who serve. ILven the
choir's purvose ig analysed in one issue. The monthly
articles by Sweazer do much to keep warm the evangelistic
fervor. Dluch is made of gpecial church days such as Uni-
versal Bible Sunday and World-Wide Communion Sunday. Giv-
ing both money and talents is strongly encouraged, as is

e

church attendance by diverse means., Familiarizing the
family with the hymns of the Church Hymnal should do much
to enrich worship at church as well as at home.

Both in the meditations and in the added vpage, "Pray
for Our Christian Workers!™, interest is kept alive and

intelligent concerning the work of the church abroad by

reference to definite countries month by month.
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;d‘ Prayer

The pravers are printed at the bottom of each day's
devotional thought and as a whole gather up the thoughts
expressed. One month in narticular follows a very similar
pattern day by day. Another month bases all prayers on
"The Book of Common Worship.™ A page of mealtime prayers
is included in the back gathered from various contributers.

Fach aspect of praver is present in one month or an-
other., Thanksgiving and praise are based on great thoughts
of God. Confession is found more freguently as a natural |
out growth of the devotional leader's thoughts on general
needs, such as a lack of humility, temptations, cheap
compromise, etc. Some have a keen sense of "today™ and
its needs, and keep the praver in the setting of an early
morning worship hour of consecration to God in every cir-
cumstance of life., Petitions are kept on a high level as
"hallow our task® . ., . "Thelp us to face the evils of our
time,™ etc. Intercessions for the church and for all
nations are among the numerous pleas on behalf of a "bleed-

J

ing world."

3. Methods Utilized
a. Amount of Time
The average amount of time required in the use of this

devotional magazine is five minutes, and ten minutes at the

most. A regular daily period is orovided.
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b. Provision for Gradation
Todav meets the needs of the members in the house-~
hold on their varying levels at least at some point. It

is weaker for some ages than others,

(1) Young Married Couvples, Adult Members Only

In the special articles at the end of the mag-
azines are monthly articles concerning the need for a
feeling of security, complete trust and mutual concern,
faith, hope, and love in the home rather than stfife, dis-
cord, contempt, and misdirected interest in the things
that one possesses. Two of these articles deal with the
marriage ceremony, its significance, and thoughts of
Christian marriage.

There is a distinct element of progression in the
sense that a writer builds on an idea‘@resented in former
meditations. In.December, for example, various phases of
the Birth of Christ are developed, and also in the case of
the Genesis studies a picture of the whole begins to un-
fold and become increasingly meaningful as it is tied in
with New Testament portions. Yet the heart of these de-
votions appears not to be intellectual growth alone for
there is continual challenge to a spiritual relationshivp
with God. As one writer vputs it, "Intellectual clarity
aﬁaits moral commitment.“l

[ L . . L] .

1. Young: op. cit., September 2, 1951,
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(2) The Family With Young Children

The devotions for National Family VWeek and the
entire month of June stress a family's obligation to God
and help parents in particular to see that they are teach-
ers énd as such should seize thelr opportunities to teach
their children well, as God first of all teaches them.
The jov of having children is emphasized and parents are
made to see their great influence in shaping future gen-
erations by teaching their children in word and deed about
God's love and will for the world, These devotional guides
go as far as telling a varent what they can do as Christian
parents but give no further instruction on how to do it

with regards to young children in the home.

(3) The Growing Family

Much food for thought is »rovided by Today for
adults. But what of the growing Tfamily? UNMany secrets of
family living are set forth in the meditations and the
whole family is gathered up in the prayers that follow,
The growing family is encouraged to work together in a
spirit of fun and to work together for the welfare of
others as well, OStories include references to a son in
the scout troop, a daughter at school, and a three vear old
helping at home. Yet they are more often used as illus-

o

trative material for adults than examples for children,

The occasional use of difficult words and symbolical thoughts



~L7-

which are beyond childrent®s concrete thinking give further
evidence of a more adult épproach. That young vpeonle find
Todayv helnful is substantiated in a letter written by a
teen-ager to the editor, urging him to continue challeng-
g youth to bring their religion into everyday life, for,
as it was stated,
Young peovle all over the cowntry want to keep the glow
that they found in their summer conferences, vet it is
ften hard because avart from,the fellowship they often
lose the sense of commitment.™
(L) Maturity and 01ld Age
Ingide the baclk egover, books are advertised £
the more mature reader, One advertisement in particular
was for men and women beyond middle age. Letters from
those wiho use Today include one from a man vho is eighty-
three years old and writes, "I keep thinking every issue

'.*2 . g Ty .
i The variety of each issue

of Today is the best yet.
combined with the deep spiritual insight from month to

month should avpeal to those of more mature vears.

c. Amount of Flexibility

There is very little variation in the form of the
devotions in Todav, excent for the wide variety of themes.
Many new thoughts are presented daily and from month to
month the style differs according to the new writer. Yet

. - . . . .

1. Today, November 1951, page on "How They Use Today¥
Today, May 1951, page on "How Thev Use Today"
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there is a similar pattern of illustration and application
throughout. There can easily be participation in the
vaerious elements of the devotions for those who are old
enough to read. Occasionally questions are included that

can stimulate discussion.

d. Use of Special Celebrations

(1) Holidays

In August the theme follows svecial vacation vos-
sibilities of trips into mountains or by streams. Labor
Day is referred to very briefly. A fitting devotional
thought is presented on Thanksgiving day and the entire
issue is a general theme of-praise. The Advent experience
is keot in mind even in the Bible Book of the HMonth for
December. Reader's are gulded to meet the New Year un-

afreicd with Christ.

(2} Anniversaries
There is one reference to a writer's thirtieth
wedding anniversaryv, and the place of music in his own

home as he reminisces,

(3) %elcoming Guests

One day's devotions vprepares the family to pro-
vide a genuine atmosphere of Christ's presence in their
home that all who visit there will feceive a friendly

welcome and a spiritual blessing.



C. Discovery

1. General Descrintion

a. Attractiveness

A new venture in the Presbyterian Church U.S.A.,
namely "Christian Faith and Life, A Program For Church and
Home," has brought into being the magazine, Discovery,
for teachers and vparents of Junior bovs and girls. It is
a regular sized magazine, eleven by eight inches, which any
family would be proud to have in their home. It is issued
gquarterly and brought to the home, preferably, by a church
visitor. The cover for October-December shows three grin-
ning Juniors viled on ton of a foothall, Other nictures
similarly brimming over with life are scattered throughout
the interior as are articles of special interest to varents

of Junior children.

b, Crganization

A great majority of the magazine is given over to the
complete development of the Church School lessons. Yet
the guiding princivle of this new effort is parent emphasis.

There can be seen in the various articles the motivating

0]

force of parent education, that in tum there may be par-
ent varticipation. One page is:given over to a suggested
L ] . L . . .

1. The copies here analysed cover the months of July to
December, 1951, They came in two issues, July-September
and October ‘=~ Jecember,
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worship program for the family, centered around daily
Bible-reading suggestions under weekly themes. The out-
line of Bible-readings for home worship is. intended to be
the same for all ages, although this is specifically a
Junior-group magazine. The Bible-readings for the Oct-
ober-becember 1951 quaterly were not closely correlated
with the teaching plan because it was felt such correlation
would. lead to tiresome duplication.l Yet they contribute
in general to the year's theme, emphasizing the truths
found’over and over in Jesus' teachings. The Summer
guarter contains no svecific Bible-reading suggestions for
family worship., But its entire theme is Worshin.
Additional features that aid the family worshiv ex-
perience are the erticles which enrich this and others
vhases of Christian home life and the letter to the home
which follows each Sunday lesson. Though attractively ar-

ranged the organization in pnarts seems too crowded.

¢c. Cost
Single subsecrintions cost $2.,00 a vear. School sub-
scriptions, two or more to one address are $1.40 a year

and %35 cents a cuarter each.

2. Content
* * * . - -*

l. It is interesting to note & change of the basic idea in

the Januvary-Farch 1952 cuarterly which is, in contrast,
closely correlated with the curriculum for all ages.
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a., Biblical Material

The Scripture passages are chosen according to the
theme, The Promises of God, from October to December,
These promises are given in the 0ld Testament and fulfilled
in the New, Besides these the Psalms are used specifically
during the Thanksgiving week with the emphasis on grati-

ha
tude for faithful keening.

(1) GChoice of Passages

A1l other Bible readings through the first week
of December are taken from portions of the 0ld Testament
- prophets emphasizing vromises God made to men of old -
\promises of vardon for sin, of strength and health, con-
cerning the needy and the coming of the lMessiah.

For the remainder of December the passages are found

in the Gospels and I John which bring out promises ful-
filled, vromises of joy, of wonder - during the Christmas

weelk ~ and the concluding thought of our debt of love.

{(2) leans of Presentation

Although there is an absence of Bible stories,

e

t is suggested that the 0ld Testement portions will be

e

made more interesting if the child is given opportunity or
the parent prepared to tell briefly the story of which the
reading is a part. No portion is longer than eight verses.
During the Christmas week less Bible verses are used and

carols are substituted for variation. For family correla-
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tion the Bible story book, A Star Shone, is suggested for

use with Kindergartners.

(3) Goal Determined

The summer quarterly states that the aim of
worship as a whole is not necessarily teaching but rather
gathering up teaching in worship. However the element of
teaching is vpresent to a degree, for it is elsewhere sta-
- ted that psrents can teach directly through family worshiop,
Bible reading, and the use of the curriculum books and mag-

azines,

b. Extra-Biblical Material
The related activities of the Church School for the
Summer months greatly enriched the resources for family
worshivn. The Junior group had made Grace Table mats, and
illuminated Bible verse to have in the home, and studied
the first American hymnal, the Bay Psalm Book. The sec-
tion, "Plans for Teaching in the Home," suggests that the
child share the background of the hymns that he is learn-
ing with the family. Several songs are included in the
magazines - one a simole round of thanks and oraise for
bread. Pictures that portray family groups and Bible sub-
jects are distributed throughout the magazine, The family
is urged occasionally to include worship materials from
each 2ge group in their worship plans. These will consist

al

of stories, prsyers, poems or hymns.,



Ce Themes in the keditations
There are no dailyv meditations 2s such in this mag-

azine. Yet the desire to make worshin meaningful in the

home vpermeatses its vages. How it provides for elements

usual ly contained in IMeditations will be seen from an

analvsis of additional helos toward family worshiv in the
)

magazine such as the letter to the homes, other articles,

and the manual regarding the general use of this new mag-

~

{1) %lements of Taith

._1
d.

Familv worship is summed uv in its simvle terns

as the family thinking together about God and »nreving to

1

Him. Parents are further instructed that thev help their
child most by letting him know that God is imvortant to
then, and that they love and worshin Him. The menual
in coninection with the New Presbvterian Curriculum zives
some elements of faith considered basiec:
Juniors should see God 2s Just demanding rishteousness
as well as giving love; Jesus as an heroic Master,
seeking followers of eaual loyalty and courage; the
church as a place for qunflﬂ? in the most stimulating

knowledge and action; the Bible as a source of know-
ledge and DoVer;

The vresence of sin in human nature is recognised, and also

the exoverience of »nardon as seen in one week's Scrivture

1. Parent oducation and Christian *?Wily Life in the Loeal
eshvterian Chure

Church Board of Christian EZducation, Pre
S.A,, Julv 19L9, pp. 25, 26,



lessons. The special articles, such as “What Does Com-
mitment Iean,™

belief.

(2) Anplication to Iife
Parents are urged to let family worshin be natie
raly connected with evervday life, In the letters to the

home the teaching received by the cnild ig carried over

velon it, and that one of the best wavs to helwn them grow
uop with this devwendence ig the constant narticivation in

family devotions. The one outstanding emphasis of 1if
anplication in the directed Bible readinz is the thought
that God's way of meeting human need is often throigh

other men, i.e. man is his brother's keener.

{3) Relationshin ¥ith the Church

Tt has been seen throughout that this new olan

=
i

is a coonerative venture between church and home, nior-

mation on baptism and other church beliefs are explained
in the letters to the home. Mumerous articles on the
church and charts on church worshin make a meaningful con-

tribution. Articles such as "Bevond the Rim of Qur Own

o
L

nel

I 3

World"™ keen ore the family the wide outreaches of the

church,



he home in the fall months: HIf

)’2

vou have not been a ovraying family this is a natural time

to begin.” Several aids are accessible in articles on
table blessings. A sheet of mealtime vrayvers of thanks is

contained in the c¢hild's workbook, Yet individual extern-

-

poraneous pravers are suggested as Lhe most meaningful Torm,

3, HMethods Utilized
Gradation

7. “+

e
Discovery has been provided by the Presbyterian Church
specific needs in mind - those of growing children in

that Junior stace, and pérents of these children., It

el

recognises however that a family mav congist of children

at various stages of growth and therefore makes suggestion
that parents take turns concentrating on the various age

levels and materials provided for them. However, it also

=4

includes all ages in the Bible readin or the family and

09

suggests a sonecial Bible storv book for the vervy young

>

child,

(1) Paorents

This magazine assumes that a number of varents
have never made an avnoroach to worshin in the home. The

entire church »lan attermnts in every way nossible to heln

dren by clarify-

b

their own thinking so that they themselves can be ‘con-



éwmlnglf interegted,” The Fall quarter contains suggestions
for method of family worship contributed by varents them-
selves., The Summer quarter’é mwhasis on worship attempts
to show vparents the ovvortunities to deeven family worshin
expneriences during the vacation., Not only are »narents chal-
lenged to use their influence aright; thev are given con-
crete means of accomnlishing the task, Thev are given
gvidance Tor instance in discouraging attitudes of reveng
and dealing with their child's boastfulness - tynical

-

problems of Junior children,

=iy

A strong conviction behind the provision of these
materials is the bellef that the Christian exverience of
children should not be a watered-down variety of adult
Christianity, hut one that meets their needs and gives

them oonvortunities to think and feel and act as Christians
at their own age levell! An aim exbressedkin the surmer

issue is that the Junior learn to worshin better alone, in

his family, in church school, and in church.

b. Amount of Flexibility

Evervone who is old enougn to heln should nlan and
particinate according to the manuval. Thev should be en-
couraged to varticivate Ifrom the experiences they have been

gaining in church scheol, and mome specifically with the
devotional materials in the Junior child's vnersonal devo-



tional book, Dav by Day, received from the church school.
Many families, it was said, use this booklet as a gunide to
thelr Tamily worship. In order to see its svecific con-
tribution to this entire denominational nlan for the home

Pl 1
I

a brief study of it will be made following this analysis.

Similarly it is sugzested thalt teen-agers bring something

interesting into a worship period from their lesson book,

¢c. Use of Snecial Celebrations
There i1s much emphasis on a familv worship service

or Christmas Eve found in Day bv Day. Vorshin, it is

=

stated, should be meaningful on special days such as the
beginnings of dad's new job and when visitors are present.
Wew Year's resolutions are referred to and two top ones
are suggested as follows:

1. "To say grace at each meal.

2. To varticinate in family devotions.

~

b. Day by Pay - October-lecember 1951

1. Genesral BDescription

he Junior Yorkbook of the Presbvterian new curricu-
lum contains a booklet for the child's versonal daily wor-
ship, ‘”he cnild puts the book together, makes his own

cover for it, and uses it at home, sometimes only to the

e & & e s °

1. Discovery, October-December 1951, ». 59.



extent that he is guided by the varents. This cooveration

of parent and chiid can often develoop into a worship ex-
perience of informel sharing, and by this means Juniors
themselves can helv initiate family worship, Day bv Day
is a guide to the use of the Bible. Each nage contains a
week's suggestions including verses to learn, daily sScrip-
ture reading, prayer and vages assigned in a Bible story

reading book. Instead of a meditation there is a brief

JQ

corment conceming the Bible passages.

2. Content

The stories from Scrinture center about the life of
Christ - His birth, bovhood, and manhood, with emvhasis
on His teaching in the Sermon on the IMount. Portions from
the Prophets, Isailanh and FMicah, are used as thev relate to

the coming King. The child is challenged to »ut together

g
Matthew and Luke's accounts of the birth of Christ. Ap-
precilation is develooed for the disciples and their con-
tribution. Iuch use of the Psalms is made at the Thanks-
giving season., Matthew, chapters five, six, and seven,
are studied consecutively for a moﬁth.‘ A brief thought is
added each day to sum up the teachings of the Sermon on

1

the Fount in evervday terms of a Junior boy and girl. The

attemot to link the 0ld Testament with the New is notable,

1Y)

as is the brief length of the portions. The reading as-

ISR

.

signed in addition is from the Bible-story book of the life



of Christ for the junior, The King Nobody YWanted. This

is to be read in preparation for the church school. The

child is given one to six verses to learn a week. These

can be a definite means oif contribution to the family wor-

The advice is given in one of the lessons that. it is
better to ovray aquietly than talk about one's religion.
There is opovortunity to study Ythe kind of »nrayer Jesus
said we should use.® There is some emvhasis on quiet
praver in one's room.l One printed vraver a week is pro-
vided, leaving amnle room for original prayer. The print-
ed pravers follow a simnle pvattern of thanks for such
gifts as home, parents, school, God's love, and Jesus!
life on earth, followed by a petition for versonal help in
living with others, and living for God. One prayer con-
tains the element of repentance and desire for forgiveness,
another the element of intercession in the simple phrase
repeated occasionally: "Bless my home and my loved ones.'
The vraver suggestions take a number of other forms such
as a Christmas Litany of Thanks, a voem, The Lord's Praver,
a verse of a Christmas carol, a hvmn entitled “"Day by Dav,®
and a orayer written by the Junior in church school.

At Thanksgiving time the child receives help in notic-

T

ing God's goodness. At Christmas time a Christmas Eve Wor-

‘1, Cf., Matthew 6:5, 6.
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with the family. Besides

jo N

or us
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ship Service is inserte

ons for the uge of

Jode

Scrivture and praver there are suggest
4 o \ T 2 O - L4 3 .
a victure or cr@che, carols, a story from the Junior Work-

book and a poem by Rossetti, "What Can I Give Him?"

B, Thoughts of God for Boys and Girls .

1. General Descrintion
a. Attractiveness

I : T (s 1. o s as
Thoughts of God for Bovs and Girls™ is, as it indicates,

for boyvs and girls and says as much by its covers which al-
most move with 1ife and health and havpiness. This devo-
tional booklet is prevared every four months, closely fol-
lowing the seasons. The Summer and Autumn covers portray
boys and girls in action. Pictures, poems and stories are
neatly arranged with large titles for each day's devotions.
The size of the booklet is twenty-one by thirteen and a half

inches.

b. Organization

First to meet the eyve on the inside front cover is a
sign saying, "This book belongs to -" immediately making
the book the child's very own. Then follows a letter to
the children from the writer =znd editor entitled "A Fel-

e e L4 . . .

1. Copies studied include May-December 1951 in two issues:
The Summer issue, and the Autumn znd Christmas issue.
These are published by the Connecticut Council of Churches,
Inc.



lowship of Prayer," with such information as is necessary to
prepare them for the worship exveriences of each particular
book. The book is dedicated to those who will use it and
grow in their knowledge and understanding of God. The
first vage of the devotions contains a picture, one of

many which follow throughout the eighty pages. The last
pages of one book are taken up with hymns., In another the
hymns are scattered throughout, and a record chart of daily
devotional reading is provided Tor the children on the in-

side back cover to encourage the regularity of the habit.

Bach edition is prepéred by a different author in coopera-
tion with the regular editor, Edith “elker, Helen Harie
Bdick, Associate Professor of Education at the Hartford
Seminary Foundation wrote the Summer issue, and Olive D,
Svarling, Secretary for Younger Groups, Voman'ts Missionary
Society, of the United Church of Canada wrote the Avtumn

and Christmas issue.

c. Cost

Each cony of this Seasonal devotional booklet costs
thirty cents. For a year's subscriotion ninety cents plus
vostage is paid, In order to make his library rich and
complete it 1s suggested that the child alsc have back is-

sues of this magazine and his own Bible and hymn book,

2. Content

The content of this devotional leans heavily upon
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extra-Biblical sources, allowing a definite freedom and
variety in their daily use. Few Scripture oassages are
covered but the portions chosen are carefully related in

their contexts, and purposefully related in turan to life.

a., Biblical Material
(L) Choice of Passages
In the course of eight months five Bible stories
were suggested in the Bible reading selections: Noah, the
children and Jesus, Creation, the Feast of Harvest, and the
birth of Jesus. The latter two centered around the Chris.-
fian festivals.
One of the aims of the summer material was to acquaint
the children with God's world and His work in it. This
was accomplished by directing the child into the rich por-
tiéns of the nature. Psalms and Job., By a study of Noah's
experiences in Genesis»other nature vasseges were highlight-
ed and interpreted as discoveries made by men in these
early days,l The majority of passages were in the 01d
Testament.
Much emphasis was placed uvon the Shema in Deuteronomy
and on the New Testament varallel in the command to love
one another, #pistle teachings on love and knowing God,

and teachings of Jesus from the Sermon on the lount com-

1. Cf, Genesis 8:22,
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prise the remaining selections.

(2) WMeans of Presentation

A1l vassages selected are ocuite short and certain
ones are repeéted from month to month, thus covering Scrin-
ture less thoroughly, but getting the few portions well in
mind, A Bible reference is not suggested every dav, and

. . 1
memorizing portilons. Sugges-

=y

there is no mention made o

tion i

[0}

made, howevey, that svecial verses be marked. The
FMoffett Translation is sometimes used in the Summer issue.
Sources used for the Fall-Christmas issue include the Re-
vised Stendard Version and the work of vpupils in a Hethod-
ist Church and Church Vacation School in Hew London, Con-
necticut who wrote a play on the Creation story. A voem
on Creation closely followihg Scripture was also used. The
Genesls accounts of Creation and Noah were studied consec-

utively.

{2) Goal Determined
The utmost effort is taken in avproaching Scrin-
ture to make it meaningful to the child. The vhrase,
TThink with God about the meaning of this!' is used over
and over again. As additional stories are read and verses
repeated they becbme increasingly meaningful, Oné of the
e 4 s o o s

1. The Winter and Easter issue, 1952, contains manv more
Scripture passages than the issues here studied, and
children are urged to choose some of the verses to menm-
orize,



Y-

aims for the Summer issue is to accuaint the child with the

2lso. Poems are often used -

ny other hvmns

seven in one month, As with Biblical material, so with

th meaning
tures 2re another natural part o
oresent the relation of Zerinture to nature and humen life,

Lg other tyvoes of extra-Biblical resources 2re a vital part
of the worsnin in this booklet, so the storvy Jorm is used to

N

great adventage. The futumn-Christmas issue introduces the

twelve, ten, eight, and five, snd
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are answered, attitudes are formed and Scrinture
is broucht into 1ife naturallw,
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A number of meditations deal with scientific
knowledge and relate it all to the greatness of the Creator
God. The princinle is set Forth that God works through

g and in man., The

o

1€2]

orderly processes both in the Univer
children are guided to the concent that God is more than a
vower or order; that He is a lovine Spirit found in good-
ness 1s emphasized to the exclusion of 211 other charac-
teristics. AOne poem suggests that the beauties of Autumn
can be called God, It is strongly emphasized that God is
Father of all, v loving God and one another one bhecomes a
child of God,

The emphasis concerning Jesus is on His teachinegs,
He is honored above all men, is said to be like God, His

knowledege of CGod is explained thus: "He knew God well be-

cause he tried each dav to live like Him that others too
misht know,"t After his death it was his loving soirlt

that lived forever, and the Church grew out of his memorv,
Concerning the nature of good and evil, selfish thourhts
and not doing one's share are considered problems in a

child's life, Punishment for wrong-doing is explained as

entirely self-afflicted rather than coming from a God who

[t

s love and goodness,
The Bible is interpreted as a record of man's search
for and discovery of God rather than God's revelation to

° . L L e e

1. Thouehts of God For Boys and CGirls, Summer, 1951, Vol,
16, No. 2,



Tor ideas in the Bible is enconraged, Jov in

nossessing one's own Bible, and its imvnortance at Church
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School is suzgested in stories. The Jocum
gources ig annliied tn 0ld Testement Scrivture., An attemot
is made to reconstruct the gathering of stories into the

) K - i " vy ey o o . - HwA N gL T -
Biblical record bv means of a play, A Camp-Ifire Long

e correct outlook on nraver,
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Stories of ideal home relationshions 2re the mean:

Lﬁ

used to help in Ohristian adijustments. In some devotions

o

children are caused nink in their »raver time of better

e
LA

}_J.

wavs to live torgether in the home based on spec c Scrio-
Thers is little mention of suffering 2nd adversity,
The one reference noted was at thanksgiving time and told

the storv of 2 hvmn of thanks written in the midst of deen

P PRI
suffering.

Thought cuestions are asxed such ag "What can vou do

to work with God?" Concrete ideag are

dren are motivated to do their tasks well in order to make

His plan of love., Sometires the 2vpeal is more to the

ntellect than to the heart or moral standards,

[N
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Patterns for Christian living are intervreted to bovs

¥

and girls as sharing joy with the sic

et

< and lonely, growing

¥

in neace, understanding other races, unselfishness and
thoughtfulness for others.
Cnildren are urgea to tallk with their family about

great ocuestions thet ouzzle them. "ihy wars?? is dis-

v

cussed and they are gnided to "think of the things we need

to learn if our world is to be free frowm war and hunecer and

Eal

suffering.” The contributions snd the limitations of

2 1

ts are set fort

<

scientis

1.

i

{3) Relationship with

Again, by means of stories, children are reminded
of havnpv Church 3chool exvneriences and ideal familwv-chureh
relationshions, The summer months are time for Vacation

L

Church School exwmeriences and a sopirit of anticipation is

1'13

created 2s the meditations describe Tweeks of fun ahead,”

Aporeciation for the church is develoned in a story of dis-

1

placed persons who joyfully worshived in an attic, recon-

structed into a church. Definite ways in which the church

nelos the needy are described. Inter-church relationshiuvs

o

are encouraged

d. Praver
Ton R S < naiderabls Oft 1 o s
Praver forms vary considerablv, Often the suggestion

is made: TPray vour own vrayer to God," or "use praver

2 Ao

and add vour own thoughts.” After a thoughtful contemnla-

i



tion there will be at times a guick transition to praver.
Occasionally a stanza of a hymn or a poem becomes the '
praver, The Lord's Prayer or a litany is sometimes used.
By all means vrayer is made a thoughtful thing. The phrase

leading into praver is usu2lly "Think with God . . .©

m

The majority of vrayers are thankfulness, praise, and

doration. A phrase hers used is "we are glad . . .7 At

jeb]

times the established language of prayer is completelv mis-
sing and rather than a fellowshin with God it aopears to bé
a praise of nature's beauties alone. As is suggested above,
creativity ig a orincinle oiten used in these pravers. For
examole, the child is asked to take the initiative in thank-
ing God for some of the exveriences he has had that day.

Another asvect present to a2 degree is a prayer for forgive-

1

ness. OConfession is exnressed in such phrases as, "le ha

j&b]
<
10}

failed®™ or Ywe are sorry.” Thev are led to »ray for them-

selves in relationshin to others: “Use us to heal their

pain and tears.”

2. HMethods Utilized

a. Amount of Time

Eais
7

These devotions can be read in Iive minutes. Though

& . .

there are daily suggestions they follow no set nattern and

to fit into the short snan of attention that
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dren have.

b. Provision for Gradation
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amily indicates the range

Perhaps the imaginary Wood
of ages that would be interested in these devotions, or at

nily is involved., Thoug
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least the fact that
written for individual children, the suggestion is often

made that they think the enclosed thoughts with their family
and talk over the things that puzzle them. Many
ventures are portraved and a council hour is suggested, all

bv means of stories.

c. Amount of Flexibility
Creativity, it has been seen, is the kevnote of these
materials. Thev meske use oi 2 great variety of resources

and suggest a aumber of activities winich do away with mo- .

nokony. There is a certain element of review and repetition

that might carry a certain monotony. The entire attitude
is one oi sugge on - iind the scrvotnr « « o look vo. . .

think . . . discuss . . . sing vour favorite hymn, etc.

d. Use of Soecial Celebration’

Such seasonal celebrations as May Day, Arbor Day,
Vother's Day, Memorial Day, vacation trips, Children's Day,
July Lth Camp, Birthday of Vacation Church School, Labor
Jay, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas, and New Year are woven

naturally into boys' and girls' worshin experiences.

deartiistone

o

1. General Descriontion
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a. Attractiveness

s . . 1. C
The monthly vperiodical, Hearthstone, 1is published by

and was rirst issued in

il

the American Bawntist denomination,

[s

October 19L9, as the Bantists came to realize their inmper-
ative assiznment to help the modern home to develov a strong.
conviction that the work of the church and the parents can
no longer be unrelated,

Some covers are more attractive than others, but they

all suggest a family magazine. Some of the themes are a

e e e Lt

v .

healthy, smiling child, two children and autum leaves, a
baby and a dog, a mother and children, a father pulling
children on a sled in the snow, and a grandmother with a

box from the florist.

b. Organization

In the heart of this magazine a double page is devoted
to "orship in the Family with Young Children.®™ The page

1

consists of orinted prayers and poems, a sketch, a hymn or
two, and a short meditation for the month., Beginning in
Februaryv, 1952, the title was change to "Resources For Wor-
- ship with Young Children®™ and the various poems, songs,
stories and Scripture were gathered into weekly suggestions
in connection with the Church School material. Four age

groups are revresented and indicated with each selection:

1. The issues studied cover the months of Sevtember 1951 to
March 1952,
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Nursery -3, Kindergarten L4-5, Primary 6-8, and Junior 9-11,
In December, 1950, the planning session for the general con-
tents of the vear 1952 was held. At this time they dis-
cussed the important oroblem of helving femilies with young
children attain a more effective plan of family worstip,
which would account for the increased organization and
helpfulness of this page for family worship.

Other helpful features of the magazine include "A Vord
from The Word" with an accompanving picture on the title
page; articles on the lives of great men; fiction stories
for children; articles of value for vouth, for varents whose
children have grown up, adults with no children, adults
ready for retirement, and grandmothers and gragdfathers; a

amily counselor's page; a page on what the churches are

-
fv'a‘

doing in family life; a study guide for parents on one of

the articles of imvport; voems scattered throughout sznd
activities for children as well as book and record sugges-

tions.

c. GCost

Fach copy of Hearthstone costs twenty-Iive cents, or

)

for five or more copies to one address, twenty cents each,
They are sixty cents a cuarter and a single subscrivtion

costs 52.50,

2. Content

a., Biblical Material
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Bible stories over a seven month's period cover four
01d Testament stories and eight New Testament stories about

s

the 1life of Christ. Several references from Proverbs are
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The remainder of passages are concerned with the teachings
of Jesus in the Gospels and Acts, and some of the Epistle
teachings. |

Most Scripture selections consist of one to two verses
in length with the exception of the entire chavter of Luke

2 and Psalm 136, The Moffatt version of the Bible is quoted

once or twice, and Bible story books, as Jone's Tell Me About

Cy

esus, are suggested for general reading in connection with

D

|
|

he theme on Jesus. The brevity of the Scripfture passages

ct

suggests the aim of making the Scrinture that is used.
meaningful for a small child, One general aim is realized
that of guiding voung minds toward a firm dependence on

-God's Word in their daily lives.

b, Bxtra-Biblical Material

Songs are a vart of most months!' devotions. The rusic
is included on the worship vage. The songs are specifically
children's songs except for one or two hymn tunes. Songs
Jearned in the Church school are also utilized in the later
issues. It is suggested that family enjoy such great music

as Handel's Mliessiah' for Christmas. There are numerous

poems and such general literature as "The Vision of 3ir
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Launfal. A picture study is included for March and taken
from the Primary Pupil's Book. GCeneral stories about an-
imals and Sunday experiences are suggested from the Church

School curriculum,

¢. Themes in the Feditation

Themes carried out in the Worship suggestions include
"We Thank Thee, Cod, For Friends,"™ "Thank You, God, For Cur
Church," "Sing Thank You To God," "Christmas lMeans Joy,"

"The FMarch of Days," "Consideration For Others,™ and "Jesus.®

(1) Elements of Faith

God is presented as the loving Father and friend
of all. Jesus is presented as the friend of children and
the teacher about CGod., The essence of his teachings are
surmed up in one word: love, His death is discussed briefly
with emphasis upon his attitude toward those responsible,
and toward those he loved - an example of sacrifice for

the sake of friendship.

(2) Application to Life

The meditations are first of all directed to
parents with helps for children. One issue gives the par-
ent direction in helping his children to learn kindness,
Ioving, sharing and forgiving. ™"Love one another" is the
key note. The prayers provide motivation to do things God
would have a child do, and the poems show how Jesus under-

stands and can help the child do as He should. Grown-ups
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are shown that they can gulde Iriendship toward persons

e

of other races, religions and lands. Regarding the pres-
ent - day problem of attaining a Christian World, the sclu-

tion is presented as putting into practice Jesus' teachings.

(3) Relation Vith the Church
One month's resources are intended to guide par-
ents and children in thoughts about their church.

d. Prayer

Pravers are most often in the form of vrinted poems
or informal prose as a guide., There are several for use as
a table grace. Thanksgiving Uay is interpreted as vraver
and the point is made that often the real spifit of orayer

ound more in soontaneous expression than in the longest

b

is
formal prayer of worship. The entire meditation for Jan-
uary is a oraver of gladness for the New Year in long con-
versational form. In March some prayvers are very short and
simole for nursery children and others more comnlex for
Juniors, devending on the selected curriculum. An 2rticle
in the November issue entitled, "Are They Learning to FPray?”
gives additional helps regarding the vraver experience of
Junior High bovs and girls.

Pravers of thanks in the form of poems appear most
frequently. The element of confession is included in the
New Year meditation: %We are sorry for the ristakes we

have made.” Petition is seen in the thought, "Lead us



~through the day," and intercession is made for one's enemies.

3., DMethods Utilized

a. Amount of Time

The time recuired for devotions in these magazines is
indeterminate., The September to January issues seem to

assume that family may have only several veriods of worship

o

Ukt

during the season, or even one svecilal one a month. The
February and March issue fill up the worshivp page with more
abundant suggestions for weekly worship, but the time element
igs left entirely to those who plan their use,

b. Provision for Gradation

Though the worship material itself is devoted to’parents
and children, such articles as "Faith and the Unbappy Mar-
riage™ should vrove helpiul to young married couples. The
expectant parents are reached by the church in such articles
as "Expecting? So Is Your Church,™ The poems, pravers
and meditations on the worship vage are intended to help
parents guide their children's develovment in Christian
living. They are guilded in helning a2 child underétand the

‘elt that

Faual

spiritual significance of the festivals., It is
parents can best guide their child's religious growth vhen
thev know what he is learning and thinking, hence the new

e church school curriculum. Numerous other

toment

emphasis on t
articles in the magazines give encouragement to family
worshin and the "know-how' in its various asvects. The

advantage of the use of church school materials for the child
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is that he is not confused by too much, nor too varying
materials. The child's love of the familiar is appealed -
to and he has the joy of sharing his church school exper-

iences with interested parents.

Ce Amount of Flexibility

There is a great deal of flexibilitv in all the elements
of worship in this magazine. All material is clearly plan-
ned as resource, with the advice that the parents determine
’those that will be most meaningful in their own femily life
and select them accordingly. Poems suggest further family
discussion and each member can share in the things to do

that have been added in the 1952 publications. These sug-

gested activities grow out of the belief that the most ef-

2

feetive wo

~ship results in action. A special worship ser-

vice is provided for the family's Christmas observance.

G, The Upper Room

1. General Descripntion
a. Attractiveness

1 . . . . . . .
The Uoper Room is a daily devotional guide issued six

times a vear for family and individual use., It claims an
3 .. s r'3

1. This devotional is approved and recormended by the Board
of Evangelism of the lethodist Church and the United
Church of Canada, The issues studied cover the months
of July-December, 1951. Reference is made to the Fay-
June issue because of its relevance to family worship.
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unbelievable circulation record of over 2,300 ,000 copies
distributed in the home edition alone. In addition there
is a circulation of twelve different languages and sixteen
editions all together,

The colorful masterpieces on the»cover are the first
feature that meets the eye. One finds the pictures to bhe
purposeful, for inside there is a page of intérpretation
written by Albert E, Bailey. The magazines here analysed
have cover themes of Raphael's Sistine Madonna, da Vinci's
Last Supper, and Millet's Gleaners. The May-June issue
deviates from the Bible theme, in a sense, with Uhde's

"Come, Lord Jesus, Be Cur Guest,”™ a fitting theme for

Christian Family Week.

be Organization‘

The meditations are organized around a different sub-
ject each week. The subjects are not necessarily correlated,
covering rather a wide variety of Scripture meditations and
Christian experience., Each meditation is written by a dif-
ferent author from various parts of the country. There are
two special numbers throughout the year, the lay witness
number with articles contributed by lay men and women, and
the Viorld Christian fellowship number with meditations by
Christians throughout the world. The elements of each day's

devotions include a key scripture, suggested Scripture passage,

meditation, prayer, and a short thought for the day.
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Ce COS'C

A gingle covoyv of The Uoner Hoom costs ten cents, ten

or more conles oi one issue to one address, each five cents,
and a subscription for two vears, or two subscriptions for

one vear, one dollar

2, Content

a. Biblical Faterial

The majority of passages used are the teachings of
Jesus found in the Goso,wb, and the teachings of all the

Epistles, with sporadic reference to 0ld Testament passages.

(1) GChoice of Passages

In the Auzust issue under the week's series en-
titled "Outdoors with Jesus" several stories of Jesus!
parables and healing ministry are assigned in the Bible
reading. The tonic, "Rejolcing in PFaith,” contains a
number of stories from the Acts. vuring Jecember oassages
from Matthew, Luke and John are used constantly as varicus
vhases of the Advent story are nresented,

The reverence to nature in August involves the con-

stant use of the Psalms, The weel: beiore Thanlsgiving,

armed forces who have available the lew Testement only.

i reference in Job is used once.



Feans
of

five dayv. Two

only series NASS

the portions res

Ages.

Presentation

in Hebrews™ and “The Character of Job,” the develooment of
these bools and their most climactic vortions are brought
out,

(3) Goal Determined

Juidging by the great variety of »assages used.,the

method of skipping around in Scrin

ture,

emphasis on doctrinal teachings of faith and oractice,it
would seem that the goal behind the use of Scrioture 1S to
contribute to a maturs, adult Christisn exverience.

b. Zxtra-Biblical laterial

Though there is 2n absence of any music, there is an
abﬁndance of short stories or illustrations taken from

life., ©Due to the contribution of

veonle from all walks of 1life, in
+hea Mmook N onr A% el
ese meditetions are exceedingl

wvas noted earlier, the art on the
tation form a definite nart of
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and back cover,

¢, Themes in the Meditation
{1) Elements of Taith
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all parts of the world,
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In the first issue analvsed (Julv) God was pre-
sented 2s loving Yather, Ureator, and Hedeemer of the ni-
verse, These three characteristics are vresent throughout,
In the Jecember edition it is narticularly stressed that
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redeening vower and love., There is 2lso some emnhasis on

the teaching of Ya spark of divinity in every man® - the
inner canacities and unrealized possibilities of man.

Scrivture is presented as "words to live bv,7 Ypure

seed,” ™ not void." There is 2 series on The Vord in Dec-

ember, in coanection with Universal Bible Sunday and on
"Preaching the Yord® in July. The high »urnose oi praver

Cis ermnasized in a series of lessons as well as at other

There is considerable teaching on the life eternal.

The mality of abundant 1ife brought by Jesus Christ,
bezinning here and now, is contrasted with the 0ld Testament

emnhasis on life as cuantity.

Eal
B

(2) Avpplication to Life

The series on "Our Mission to the Home™ for a week

1:

in Hovember gives snecial thought to Christ's place in the

o

home, focusing attention on godly family living in contrast

o

to the discord and unhanspiness of unchristian homes. On

Thanksgiving day the familv is led into thenkfulness for one

another,
There is not 2 month that vn=asses without sbundant heln
for the numerouns hardshins faced bv the fawmilv, 'he series

on "The Character of Job" is rich wi

p
S

suffering. There is keen awareness of 2 world that is tom

assunder with shattered hopes and a Caristi=nity that has
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suffered deen versecution, as seen varticularly
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Christian Fellowshion Number. But throughout it all
is »resented the provision fér courage and & conouering
faith,

A gtrain that runs through all six magezines is a moti-
vation to Christian service. It is shown that inactivity
with regerd to God-given talents is actually a lack of
faith in the guidance God offers, that is,in the command He

gives, and a lack of vision to see the great need of the

The matter of witnessing, part ol the nattern of the
Christian life, is further clarified as not being merely by
word of mouth but by dailv conduct. Princess “Wilhelmina in

her devotional thought conceives of the portrait of Christ

My

as beling seen in the Sermon on the Mount and increasingly
in the Christian. Another writer brings out the fact that
this Sermon is not ideal only but practical and real,

Yorld conscious writers will naturally write of pres-
ent” “av problems. UJr, Frank Laubach of the World Literacy
Program interprets the work of United Nations as obedience
to Christ's command to love one's neighbor. The appeal of
Communism is discussed and the importance of Christians
working toward social justice shown., One man writes of two

-

worlds: the world God s made and the world man has mangled.
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In the studyv of nature during August the vnoint
is made clear that nature is no substitute for the House

of the Lord., Swecial Church sJavs as Vorld vWide Communion,

Reformation Dav and Universal Bible Sunday are alluded to.

7. i ~

The challenge of Iissions and the urgency of harvest is
fn L +
presented. Avenues of exvression are suggested, as vrayers,

talents, gifts, money, and lives.

=L

a

d, Praver
Suggested pravers are printed at the bottom of each

vage and on the back cover; the latter sometimes includes

(

an 8
LRI
-+

a table grace and other specialized oravers such as A
Mother's Praver For Her Young Son,” "2 Patient's Prayer for
Patience,” etc. A book is advertised as useful in teaching
praver to children.

Thanks and praise are usually the first exovression of
the daily pravers. A desire for forgiveness is often ex-
praessed, sometimes following the vattern of David's Peni-
tential Psalm. At times the prayvers are absorbed in ador-
ation. The petitions are on a high plain and there is a

sense of dailv commitmet to God's will., Prayver for others

includes those in the home, at wvork, and in the world,.

Tethods Utilized

o
°

a., Amount of Time

The dailv devotions in The Upvner Zoom can be read in

an average of five minutes a day.
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be. Provision for Gradation
For a voung couple not established in the habit of
mily devotions The Uover Room articles occasionally en-

Eal
ra

3

1

courage it and emvhasize its immortance. he wide range of

na beaching for the Christisn life

jeh}
0

Scrinture passages
should contribute to spiritual advancement for those var-
ticularly who are able to discern spiritual truth from the
narabolic vattern of the meditations.

Parents =2re regularly urged to give their children a
basic Christian heritage, =and are reminded of
the home atmosphere has on a child., Often illustrations
will be drawn Ifrom children, and none can know tThe impact

as poignantly as a parent. Ohrist is alwavs set forth as

the hsad of the home., These articles are in a real gense

are several suggestions

such 2s calling a family conference, checiking up on whether

Jesus is at home in the home and a reminder that vetty,
selfish ways a2re determined by whether one is in or out of
harmony with God's love. 01d age is revered and some il-
lustrations refer to the saintliness of those of more mature
vears as examples., However, the need for communion with

God, so often mentioned in these meditations, anplies to

all ages alike.

c. Amount of flexibility

o



The pattern of The Upper Room remains strictly the

same. Yet the content is widely varled, and the presenta-
tion of the power of the gospel around the world is a most
unicue accomplishment of unity in the midst of diversity in
a magazine.

The amount of particivation would vary with the indi-

vidual familv as thev creativelv worked it outb,

d. Use of Special Celebratiocns

One feature not vet mentioned is the special worship
service for Christmas including prayer, scriovture, songs
and thoughts for meditation. Much is done in other devo-
tions also to »romote soiritual vreparation for Christmas
in contrast to material. Even ideas for Christian gifts

are included,

o+
I
®
d.
[..l
0

fourth is another holiday
the topic for the week on Christian liberty. = Thanksgiving

Day is surrounded with the thought of God's blessings.

He The Christian Home

1. General Descrivtion

a. Attractiveness

. - L. ) . . .
The Christian Home is a monthly publication with many

[ 2 * * - L &

1. ZIssues studied include the May, August, September, Oct-
ober, November, and Uecember issues for 1951.
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attractive features and helpful articles for the home. The
blending colors of the full sized cover as well as the sub-
jects victured contribute to its desirability. The scenes

range from small children at home, to a portray31»0L school
dayvs, to a family with older youthin worshivn about the fire-
place. The Christmas cover contdins a kodachrome picture

of the original, "Adoration oi the Shepherds™ by Van Dyke,

Throughout the magazine there is an abundant supvly of pic-

tures wilch are of interest because of their femily awvpeal.

b. Organigation

This magazine contsins numerous articles, a Photo
feature, stories, oage on parent's problems, a study guide
for parents, and a daily devotional guide for family wor-
ship. In the latter there is a special theme and vpurvose
for the month. Under this main theme the devotions are
divided into sub-themes, Xach day and date is indicated
and the form of the devotions careiully outlimed., The gen-
eral Torm, though varied at times, includes Scripture read-
ing, meditation thought, directed discussion, and vraver.

A number of sources are taken from the Child Guidance mag-

azine, and Reader's iJigest. In the issues examined here

three authors have contributed the devotional material,

Laura A, Athearn for four months, Edward Daniels and Edward

Staples for a month each,

c. Cost
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for annual subscrivtion to The Christian

Home is two dollars; it may also be purchased for forty

cents a cuarter,

2. Content

The life of the family seems to be the center about

which all Biblical, extra-Biblical, Feditations and vrayer

revolve,

a. Biblical HMaterial
The Gosnels and Acts provide numerous incidents in the

lives of Jesus and the discipnles that are chosen for the

®

Bible readings. Familiar 0ld Testament sﬁOMi s are re-
called, and in one instance a member of the family is asked
to read an Old Testament portion and tell the storv., The
Psalms are suggested for reading often during each month
as are the Proverbs. Jesus teachings and what He means by
them together with the many Epistle passages are thes most
widely used.

The Bible selections are never very long. All quota-
tions from Scrivnture in the magazine itself are taken from

8] ‘!
el

the American Standard Version, the Hevised Standa Version
or the Foffatt translation, devending on the writer of the
mogth. The goal determining the use of Scrivpture is ex-
pressed in the October issue during the svecial service in-

itiating National Bible Week: It is our »urvose as a

Christien familv to make the Bible a guide to every day



1ife.” Daniels is more svecific as to his purpose hehind
the use of Bible vnassasges for the month. He urges that
they be seen in relationshin to the science of the day in
which they were written 2nd that "the message of the Bible
for our gzensration™ be honestly sought out. 0On occasion
the Bible selection has no direct bearing on the meditation

but is chosen for its devotional value. The method of men-

orization is suggested Irom time to time.

b. EBExtra-Biblical Material

Bach month's materials include three or four hymns

along with the devotions which fill these hyvrns

[

to lear

=

with meaning. A musical prelude of niano or recording is
often suggested. Ceneral Literature is often utilized -
biograpvhies of great men and women, church history, and
noems by Stevenson and Longfellow in particular. There is
almost an over-abundance of poems of all tvpes. Buring the
Christmas Season a study is made of Christmas art as vart

of the worship exoverience. Instead of complete stories,

the meditetions are full of illustrations centered around

=

ife situations, some more real than others,

he Meditation

The devotions for FMav develop the tovic, "hat Makes

Py

a Home Christian? In August thoughts center around Chris=.

N

fian <riendship with nrimary emvhasis on the perfect Ifriend,

-

Jesus, 2nd lessons from animal friends. CGood health for t
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theme pursued in September and from October

e
n
<t
o
]

family

to Hecember thenes center on human relstionshins: the

Christian concent of familv love and unity through fellow-

shio with God =2nd the example of Jesus; Christian attitudes
toward those hevond the home, esmecially in community re-
lationshinsg; and a combination of home and community good
will, as traditional customs and symbols of Christras are
spiritualized to counteract the materialistic vractices

of modern liTe, Central themes for each month cen be seen

throughout the entire magazine.

God the Creator is vresented as a devendable God,
ile has created. Perhavs
primary emvhasis is given to Goa's love and care for all,
e ig saild to be the Friend of 21l peonle, the zood and the

5 e

One writer Jesus Chrisgt the 3on o

divine, a part ol God,” Another writer sveaks of Him as

the greatest teacher who ever lived, His 1life of love on
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earth as

refer to Jdesus or the third Person oif the Trinity is dif-

fienlit to determine,
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Concrete ides

snooasted,  Periods ol trouble and c¢crisis are anticinated

nrovision of 2 strong

so0 that the
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The motive of serving God bv serving

>,  Christien gilving is interorst

with others something one has and values, Ohristisn virtues

are constantly set forth. ITn one case in particular the

twelve law of scouting
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d. Prave

The form of vraver varies greatly each month,

.

times a nraver

is suggesteu, other times a

iTten a wnoem or Words oLl a hwmm are
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Tor one month, Sentence nrayers or gilent vrayver is also

rivineg time. There is a2 larg

in bturn for

of needs abhout them, At tires the nrav-ers are

Five minutes,
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b. Provision for Gradation

Young married counles, or vouth about to take this
step will find some helpful articles from month to month
in the body of this magazine, However its aporoach is

orimarily directed to varents and as the worship title in-

-

dicates, the devotions are for the growing family,
A special provision for voung children is on the first
page of the devotions - a group of selected poem and songs

from which the child can choose. Iuch atmosphere is nro-

et}

vided, especially during the Christmas months. Bach author
cives svecial directions to the parents on how to use the
devotions for best results, according to the ages reore-
sented in the home,

FPor the growing family lessohs are learned from the
familiar and well loved. Children's language is spoken,

and when new words are used they are carefully explained,

For older children discussion topics are often provided.

Ko

c. Amount of Flexibility

Questions are included at the close of the devotions
to stimulate thought and discussion., Parents are con-
stantly advised to vary the worship experience so that it
is meaningful to each member, Once it is suggested that
children draw a picture of the story. Nanv other activities
are prescribed for the family - arranging a worshiv center

Ty Y 4 oo 421 - = N A
for worship, trips to the woods, making a creche and greet-
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ing cards tozether. The provision for discussion enables
each family to relate to their personal experiences the daily

meditations.

d. Use of Special Celebrations

School holidays such as Columbus Day and Armistice
Day are recognized., Halloween is made wholesome - 2 time
for family'fun. Christian Festivals as Thanksgiving and
Christmas are celebrated and the idea of sharing all these
special occasions of family fellowship with others is suz-
gested. The Christmas celebration starts on the first day
of December in order to beat the commercial prenarations
that are made. sedication is a key word for the devotions

in The Christian Home. In October there is a home dedica~

i

tion service, and in December the gzreeting cards, Christmas

0]

tree and New Year are all dedicated on separate days. Ther
is also a special Christmas Eve service and a Christmas gift
service. Provision is made during one month for special

family devotions for a birthday.
I. Summary

The purpose of this chapter was to analyse seslected
devotional material for family worship in the licht of the
criteria set forth in the previous chapter.

Today is a small, neat booklet put out by the Pres-

byterian Church for family or individual use. Topics full



of humen ihterest and spiritual insight are supvorted by

a wide core of Biblical content, é correlated hymn and the
meditation which centers in an illustration and application.
A very close relationship to the church is fostered. There
is some provision made for all ages, but the direct approach

o
L

ig to adults, especially in the Bible study for each month.
Discovery is a magazine for the parent of Jjunior boys
and girls as a part of the new Presbyterian Curriculum.
Keved to the life of the home as well as the life of the
of family devotions. Weekly letters and other helpful
articles encourage worship in the home. Some suugestion

is made regarding family correlation of the materials,

Dav by Day is a booklet found in the last ten pages of

the Junior Workbook provided by the Presbyterian Church for
a junior’s'personal devotions. It can be used as a guide
to family worshio or as source material for occasional”’
variation. The weekly content is most meaningful for a
child and is supvorted by his Bible story book.

Thoughts of God for Boys and Cirls is prepared three

times & vear by the Connecticut Council of Churches for
boys'! and girls'! daily devotlons. The use of extra-Biblical
material is its most outstanding feature thus supplying
family worship with rich resources. The writers, well
gualified educationally, get close to children's experiences

and direct them Godward.
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Hearthstone, a monthly magazine of the American Baptist

denomination, apveals to the family at all levels through
its attractive contents. The double page devoted to "Wor-
ship in the Family ¥With Young Children® gives specific
weekly resources related to the church school material.

-The Upver Room is a widely used devotional published

bimonthly for individual or family use. The meditations

are single units on a great variety of subjects, and are

contributed by Christians around the world. The material

is especially rich in illustrations from life, freshly

dravn from the writers' experiences. Its main impact is
o

in the area of spiritual help for times of need.

The Christian Home is an attractive magazine from

cover to cover, indicating purpose in all of its organiza-

tion. The pacges on devotions for the family are most com-

5

plete, and designed primarily for a creative worship ex-

perience in a growing family.
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CHAPTER ITIT
EVALUATION OF SELECTED MATERIALS
FOR FAMILY WORSHIP

A, Introducation

The criteria determined for evaluating devotional ma-
terials heve been used in analysing seven devotional guides,
While these guides vary in their approach, content, and
make-up, they are similar in purpose, namely to guide fami-
lies in satisfactory worship experiences in the home. The
next step, then, is to evaluate the findings,

\The fact that the issues analysed do not exceed eight
months, and involve & different number of contributors each,
shall be taken into account in this consideration of find-
ings. Because of these factors judgements may be altered
on some points with a consideration of more items. However,
the pattern will remain the same.

Charts will be used as means of making graphic the
results of the analysis based on the given criteria. Com-
parative value of the guides will be revealed. An evalua-
tion will follow on each major point in the criteria: me-
chanics of the books, their content, and the methods they

have utilized.
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C. Comparative Value of Selected IMaterials

According to Structure

There is a general neatness about the appearance of

Todav, Discovery, and Thoushts of God For Bovs and Girls,

that contributes to their effectiveness. Hearthstone and

The Christian Home megazines are unusually attractive from

their large sized colored cover to their numerous artistic

eatures throughout. Day by Day does not attempt any art

3]

work save a sketech or two, vet its pages have neatlv spaced
. i S V i

orinting. The Uvnper Room has the one attractive feature of

a colored cover but because of the still life portraits it
is classified as less attractive to a lively family on first
contact. This is not to say that taste can not be developed
for this conservative and truly great art. It can be seen
that plctures are the contributing factor to an attractive
devotional cuide.

Some devotional booklets excel in sgood organization

whereas others have limitations along this line. Dav by
Zo¥ DY

Dav and The Upper Room are easily followed, thoush The

Upper Room lacks a certain correlation due to the plan of

daily contributors. Todav, though a small pamphlet, is
vwell organized to include many helpful features. Thoughts

of God for Bovs and Girls is very carefully and purpose-

fully planned so that certain materials can be used over

and over again, thus filling them with meaning in the
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four month veriod. The Christian Home shows an amazing

In)

piece of workmanship in the way the entire macazine Tor a
month is built around a timely theme, Discoverv holds a
worthy purnose to interest varents in the importance of
familv worship, but is limited in attainine that aim be-

cause of crowding so much material torether that the anpeals

to varents are covered over and somehow lost., Hearthstone
is in a state of transition and is adily developing a

more inclusive organization in its worship helops.
The cost of worshivp materials available is an imvpor-

1,

tant item in establishing family devotions for manv homes.
The Presbyterian denomination considers the vroject imnor-
tant enouch to vnlace the magazine Discoverv in homes free

of charge and provide for Juniors their work book contain-

ing the devotional Day by Dav as well as the anmual Bible

story reading book, the church bearing the expense. Some

o

churches may not be able to afford it, in which case it

I'

would be an expensive venture for the home to undertake.

~

The Upver Room is the next most reasonably priced, followed

by the Today because it comes more oiten. Thouchts of God
is inexvensive because its material is combined in only

chree vearly lssues. The most expensive materials are two

magazines, Christian Home and Hearthstone, which of course

provide many more features for the added expense,

D, OChart on Content of Selected lMaterials
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E, Comparative Value of Selected Materials

According to Content

1. Biblical Content
As a glance at the previous chart will reveal, all

devotional cuides here studied are unanimous in their se-

on oxr

1.

{—t

ect £ portions in the life and teachings of Jesus,

the doctrinal and practical portions of the Epistles, and
related teachings of great 0ld Testament orovhets, ALl
devotionals refer to the Gosvels at the Advent Season. The
teachines of Jesus are considered by some authorities to be
most important in devotional value for childhood and ado-
lescence.l Hext to the Gosnels come the great Psalms, ac-
cording to these same authorities, Here again over half of
the devotionals make the "world's classics in the literature
of devotion'™ 2 main feature in the Bible-reading selections.
A1l devotionals refer to the Psalms at Thanksgziving time.
As was suggested in Chapter I, many of the Psalms lend them-
selves naturally to the experiences and needs of even a
"hild, The least reference was made to narrative portions
of both Testaments, The Bible stories in Todav are chosen
according to the themes, and used for the primary purvose

of highlichting a certain phase of the story, whereas

Hearthstone, and The Chrigtian Home use the Bible story as

* L] * o L o

1. Cf. Weigle, Luther Allan, and Tw e@ay, Henprw Hallemn:
Training the Devotional Life, ». L&,
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a means of interest to the voung child; Discovery also
realizes the value of giving the background story of the
reading for the sake of the child, Day by Dav supplements

its daily devotions with the use of a Bible story book,

Since Bibhlical material varies in its devotional values

)

or specific age groups, the variation of Bible content in
these devotionals bear a significance on the ages reached
effectively.

Todav, perhaps, has the most in Biblical content, with
its provision for monthly book studies as well as a wide
general vpresentation of all Scripture. Hence, it could
claim an instructional value in Biblical knowledge, along
with a devotional value. Use of various versions is & com-
mon practice with each devotional guide. There is a slicht

variation in length of portions. Dav by Day, Thoughts of

Cod, and Hearthstone contain very brief vassages, the first
two cavitalizing on the capacity of a junior to read, and
the third considering the very young child and his limit-

2

ations., The other guides provide a medium length passage.

2. Extra-Biblical Content

The Christian Home and Thoughts of God are most out-

standing in their use of extra-Biblical resources which can
contribute to a greatly enriched worship experience.
Hearthstone provides these sources to a lesser degree with

the various ages and interests of children in mind, whereas
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Today makes use of these elements on an adult level.,

3, Ieditation Themes

The Upvoer Room and Todavy contain the most extensive

view of the six elements of faith considered important in

the criteria, The Upper Room most often emphasizes the God-

head, Yet neither deveotional is overbalanced in its doctrine

]

vpplication. The level

Q

content, for both are high in life
of this life application, however, does not involve all

ages alike, By means of parables or symbols spiritual truth
has been applied with amazing ease and conciseness. In the
brief compass of two paragraphs the devotional phrases a
challenge so as to strike at the heart of mature Christian
adults' experience, or give direction to stimulae youth to

consecration and empower them for effective Christian livine.

Both Todayv and the Upper Room breathe an atmosvhere of a

living Lord and constantly urge a personal relationship

with Him. This quality is not as noticeable in Thoughts of

h

God and Chrisgtian Home though attempt is made to approximat

0]

it in both. The elements of faith are present in the latter
but both emphasize primarily the relationship to man as an

outgrowth of faith, Conversely Today and Upper Room give

only general suggestion for the outworking of an inner faith
through human relationships. All other devotionals in one
degree or another are concrete in terms of action and there-

fore suited to boys and girls.
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It should be added that elements of faith are liable
to vary in the same devotional with the change of writers.,

Thoughts of God as a whole, though emphasizing Jesus and

God, tends toward a Unitarian position in the presentation

of God. The Christian Home emphasizes Jesus as an exampls

primarily. The Presbyterian materials hold forth a loyalty

to Christ as Master, and The Upper Room, for the most part,

holds the basic conservative tenets despite the daily change

of writers, Hearthstone has a very simple, elementary ap-

proach in beliefs,

L, Prayer

All devotionals provide a pattern prayer whether poetry
or prose, that proves valuvable in directing all mewbers of
the family into the terminology and wide vistas of praver.

However, Day by Day, Thouchts of God, and The Christian
’ a—v— i ——— S s

Home go farther in leading the family to spontaneous ex-
vression in prayer - a freedom that is important if one is
to grow in his prayver experience.

The Upper Room and Today contain most aspects of prayer,

though they are not always couched in language intelligible
to children. The others are carefully planned to make pray-
er meaningful for children, but are limited in most aspects
except that of Thanksgiving which is the first natural ex-

pression.,
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F., Comparative Value of Selected Materials

According to lMethods Utilized

l. Time

Each devotional analysed is a valuable guide to put
into the hands of families who say,"We have no time for
family worship."™ None exceed ten minutes, and usually in-
volve only five minutes. Here the importance of organiza-
" tion is again felt, for if a devotional is a jumble of too
many thoughts, nothing of lasting value is carried over in-
to busy lives. The text in Today and the thought for the

day in The Upper Room provide for this needed impetus.

The Christian Home carefully carries out a theme from week

to week, The repetition of thoughts is helpful for chil-

dren. Discovery, Hearthstone, and Thoughts of God do not

require any definite time and do not contribute strongly in

building up a regular habit of the worship experience,

2¢ Flexibility

Today and The Upper Room, because of their exact form,

are limited in variety and possibilities for participation
unless parents are skilled in making use of them creatively.
Discovery allows for some flexibility in connection with the

use of Dayv by Day. Hearthstone and Thoughts of God have a

great deal of variety and can be termed resource material

for a creative family to use., The Christian Home is the

only material which can boast of regularity with variety.
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thius . indivatine their appeal to adults

The Christian Home and Thoughts of God include a large number
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of school holidays and special days of interest to children.

Use of Special Celebrations

Today and The Upper Room make mention of legal holidays

in the business world.

A1l devotionals include the major Christian festivals.

Today zoes a step further in emphasizing specilal church davs,

as does The Chrigtian Home in providing a birthday service

and numerous dedication services.

L, Gradation Chart
) Young J Children ., HMature
Devotionals |lCoupled Farents ffoung | Growing foutl Adulte
Today A H P P P A A
Discovery A AP P
Day by Day AP
Thoughts of A
God
Hearthstone H A A A H H
The Upper
Room A P P P A A
The Christian -
Home H A A A H
vKEYf A Tliost Adapted

P Partially Adapted
H Help Provided in Special Articles
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By examining the above chart it will be apparent that

The Upper Room and Today carry an appeal primarily to youth

and adults, with a partial adaptation possible for younger

members of the family; that The Christian Home, Hearthstone

and Discovery magazines provide a wealth of material for

parents and their growing family; that Thoughts of God and

Dayv by Day are especially aimed at a growing age level in
the family, and as well as serving an individual-purpose,
can be useful also as resource for family use; and that

these materials often contain additional helps for young

married couvles and youth rather than direct worship appeal.
Ge Summary

On the basis of the criteria concerned with the mechan-
ics, content, and method of materials for family worship,
the seven devotional guldes selected have been compared for
their value. It was found that the most attractive ma-
terials are the magazines which contain pictures as a con-
spicuous feature. Some are limited in value because of
haphazard or monotonous organization. The material that
offers the greatest variety i1s also the most expensive.

The main content of all the guides consist of the
life and teachings of Jesus, and related materials from
the 01d Testament. A few of them provide narrative Bibli-
cal material with the interest of children in mind. The

meditation themes reveal a divided emphasis: one group
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centers on spiritual truth with a general application in
terms of challenge, whereas the other group is life-cen-
tered with only a vague spiritual content. Only three
guides vary the prayer vprocedure to encourage spontaneous
expression so that the individual will not become bound to
an entirely formal prayer experience,

£11 puides adhere to the principle of brevity but vary

in their attainment of flexibility. The Christian Home

leads the group in experimenting with a good number of va-

-

riations which best unite the family before God. Thouzh

each devotional can be adapted at least partially to the

growing family some are more suited for adults., The mag-

)

zines for the home do not provide worship guides for vouth,
or the aged, but articles that meet other specific needs

of this age group.
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CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

A, Restatement of the Problen

The home needs help if it is to begin family worship
and carry it on successfully to the spiritual growth of
all concerned, The church, which alone can give this helop,
| has responded phenomenally to this need in recent years by
providing new materials for worship in the home. The pur-
pose of this étudy has been to examine selected devotional

materials for worship in the home.
B, Summary

The publications of three major denominations were
selected for a given period of time., . Griteria wersorgan-
ized by first investigating the difficulties involved in
family worship. It was seen that time is one of the great-
est problems to surmount. Furthermore, if an aid is to be
adequate it must provide for the needs of each family member
whether three or eighty three., Since moét homes represent a
wide range of ages and capacities, a flexible program, it was
discovered, will bring best results. Judging the essential

content to be the Bible, extra-Biblical sources, implicit

doctrinal beliefs and ovrayer, a study was made of their
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use, Finally the mechanics of a devotional - atbtractive-
ness, orsanization and cost - were realized to be signif-

icant in the overall scheme of thines,

4

llext the devotional guides, seven in all, were care-

fully analysed on each vpoint of the above criteria., Todav,

though similar in pattern, was found to bhe comnlex in the

abundance of Biblical content, chosen in connection with

monthlv themes, The added features as well as the concise

meditation - challenses were aimed at adults,

parent-teacher macazine, revealed a voroject of tha Preg-
bvterian church to ensace the home in its Christian teach-

ne oblisation. It nrovided a bare outline of daily Bible

e

readiness and brief, scattered suerestions on method, more
often 2 versnasive anneal to initiate family worshin, Dav
bv Dav was seen to be a provision of the Presbyterian
church school to foster the habit of daily devotions in

o

e of its Jjunior bovs and cirls, with the hone that

=iy

the 11

it would served as a guide to family worship, verhaps in-

o
;

avcurating it by informal sharine of narent and child,

Thoughts of God for Boys and Girls makes a unique contri-

bution to a child's devotional life according to the anal-~
vsis., Variety of pattern and wide use of extra-Biblical

sources characterized its seasonal anoroach. The Hearth-

stone masazine provosed by the American Bantists three
vears aco relates the home and church, Only in the last

few months, it was observed, have the worshin sunsgestions



heen graded and specific weekly resources made available

+ -

for the family with voung children. The Upner Room is

recommended and used by many churches to sunoly the homes

iy

with daily suidance. The vnattern is the same throurshout,
the aim being to win others to Christ as their Redeemer
and kaster, The method involves relating the power of the

rospel around the world to members of the home, The Chris-

tian Home is a maragine similar to Hearthstone provided b

the Methodist Church, There is little emvhasis on church
ationshin, Iaximum aid is given varents in how to con-
duect family worshin with extensive content that is eceared
to relationshivs in the home and communitv,

.nally, the findings of the analysis were charted
and a comparison was made of the values of each devotional
epide, It wes seen that havhazard or monotonous orsaniza-

a3

fectiveness of some pguides, The mag-

o
l

(D

tion hindered the
azines were most attractive by virtue of the numerous pic-
tures, but more of a financial strain to the family than
the less exvensive devotionals, All guides sought to lead
from worsnin to life action, but one 7roup tended to be
Bible~centered with a general spiritval stimulus, the other
life-centered with concrete action but weak spiritual stim-
ulus., Praver expression was good as far as it went, but
only three made effective susgestions that would allow for

srowth in free, informal exvression. A weakness was found

in most materials rersarding the decree of flexibilityv re-



its graded levels. The Presbhyterians divide their efforts
between vouth and adults on Tthe one hand and »narents with

crowing children on

temot to reac
but SﬁuC]cll in worshiy resources for
small children., The lethodists are utilizing both the

overiocdical with adult content and a magazine which, des-

nite some vealknesses in content, strikes at the hishest
amount of femilvy unity,

C. Conclusion

In this study it was a revelation to the writer, fir
of all, to see that devotional material of this sort has

guch a wide and vital contribution

Christian life of vounz and old alike
nav lso bheen revealed which drive

1. HNo one material meebts the needs of each ase,

Careful instruction in adantation is needed for hesgt reault

1

Some guides that oerents adant the materials to

children's lansuage and experience - an impractical susg-

zestion for some varents who still need guidance on how to

do so. Hven persnasion to start family worshiv is insuf-

ficient without an outline to give definite impetus and

st
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and direction., There is, further, a need Tor instruction
on how to bring children's resource material into family
use,

2. TImplications were seen in the fact that adults
must adjust their worship experience when children are
small, It would be well to »nrovide them with material
which stimulates their personal spiritual growth on the
side, However, there is a dynamic experience of growth
involved in a democratic sharing of ideas, and the very
example of 2 child's direct, simple approach to God can
be refreshing. l

3. The lack of varietv in adult worship meterial may
presume too much, and as a result hinder adults from at-
taining full growth in pnrayer and knowledse of the Bible,

T
S8

the worshiv exverience becoming less vibrant
L. The general trend is toward the use of church
school materials as resource for family devotions, with

the exception of The Christian Home which makes use of

T

snecialists in the field of the familv. The use of church
curricula reflects the vendulum swing of curficulum to a
life-center. This is a dangerous move in the sense that
character education may lack the firm roots of doctrinzal

{"‘1

Christianity. The vnersonal relation to Jesus Christ, so
prominent in adult devotional books tends to be vacsue in
materials which anvroach the child level,

Thousgh it can not be saild that the Scrinture is
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searched daily in these devotions, there is value in lead-

ng the family into a climate of Scripture each day in a

EN

devotional attitude and supvlying God's direction for all

of life, Though very possibly the family will grow bevond
these valuable aide, they are means which the church has

put at the disposal of the family unit in order to estab-
lish firmly the devotional life. If they are carefully and
praverfully used, they will be the means of molding a Chrig-

tian home,
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