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AN ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION OF SELECTED 
IVfATERIALS FOR FArvuLY WORSHIP 

INTRODUCTION 

A. The Statement of the Problem 

nFamily vmrship has declined until, at least in the 

United States, the percentage of families practicing daily 

worship in the home is so small as to be negligible.n
1 

This was the lament of Henry C. Cope, General Secretary 

of the Religious Education Association in 1915. Fourteen 

years later a professor of Religious Education noted a move 

toward solving this predicament. He stated, hopefully: 

The custom of family devotions, on a simpler scale 
than in the past, is decidedly on the increase. Many 
churches have thought it such an important matter as 
to conduct special campaigns to enlist families vno 
would agree to re-establish the custom. 

In our ~J.ay the problem is yet quite keen. The ray of 

light in the situation is the increasing a.vrareness of the 

churches as to their responsibility, evidenced in a number 

of ways. }.1:rs. George Brovm, the Director of Christian Family 

Life in the Board of Christian Education of the Presbyterian 

Church U. S. A., said in an address sponsored by the Inter-

1. 

2. 

. . .. . . . 
Cope 'J. Henry F.: Religious Education in the Family, 
p.l2b. 
Fiske, George v!.: The Christian Family, p .. 95. 
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t • 1 C • 1 f' 1l 1 . V ' t • HH h 1 na J_ona_ ouncl_ o._ -- e lP-ous ,_:.o.uca J_on, .,e as c._urcn 

leaders need to ?:et across to this s-eneration of pa.rents 

this ma.tter of the teachinr- of reliction moment by moment 

and hour by hOlJ.r in the b.ome.n 1 Later, she rcathered to-

,£'ether a ~J"ronp of tv.rel ve parents in a traininf institute. 

The results of the institute appeared in a book, v·ri th, 

amonr: others, the conclusion that some parents of today 

have an aversion to the mere mention of family '!iJOrshi p be-

cause they have childhood memories of 1minterestin;o.- neriods 

n 1 n · bl d • 1 ? ') I" lt 7
' '' • • • 1 • 01 __ onr:;- DJ_ e-rea J_n_!? ana. nrayer. -~ t r. ,:a er EEner, ln. J.1J.S 

recent survey, concluded that many youn!? peonle hesitate to 

establish their family altar because they re~ard nracti-

calbr all relir:Lous ex0rcises as beyond their scone and 

b .1. 3 a .l-lty. 

It ,>vould. seem that the great majority of families in 

our _;:;:eneration have not tried set neriods of \'rorshil), and 

for many, as l•'=iss Lowd points out in her the sis, it v-rould 

seem ;;;o forced and unnatural ths.t it -v·rould take heln from 

the church over a long:: period of time. L!- 'l'hou;::::h the church 

cannot force anything on them, especially in the realm of 

worship, it has been pre')arin,c a number of suru:resti ve hel1)s 

• • • • 0 • 

1. Brm·m, :fl.1rs. George: International Council of Reli.tious 
Education Report, 1950. 

2. Bro,tm, Georr-e William and li.uth JV[ci\.fee: Teachinr:" Rel i Pi on 
in the Home, p.l!.2. 

~. Wiaier, VI alter A.: For Better Not For ·v.rorse, p. 51!- ':1,. 
l1-. Lo1vd, Hilda :Marion: The Church and Christian J:"'amily 

Education, Thesis, Union Theolopical Seminary. 
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for family use, providing ample resources for vmrship so 

that the fire Nill not die because of lack of vroocl. 

In vievl of the 1)0tentiali ty of enl2.rged resources in 

matericl.l and method to rnake family ';":orship more :LnteresJcing 

and constructive, the purpose of this study is to examine 

and compare a group of representative devotion2l materials 

macle available b:r various denom~~na.tions, in order to dis-

cover their snecific contribution to worship in the home. 

As J_Jentz has so aptly expressed it: 

The home has r;_ot very many reso;onsibilities left, but 
those c,;hj_ch it retains e.re anong the most importont 
on earth. To heln families in living up to these 
responsibilities is a never ending challenP..;e to the 
Christian Church. 

Hovr the Church is meetinr:-: that challenge is the interest 

of this study. 

B. The Signific<:mce of the Problem 

The church regards Christian parents as the largest 

and most significant teaching force in Christian Eclucation. 

Christian hor:1es 2.re the element.sry schools of Christian 

faith and li v:Lng. The church feels that its role is to 

supplement a.nd assist the home in the Christi::m nurture o-f' 

grov:tng persons. To r;_uote: 

By pl.<:>.cing families vrithin the fellmvship of Christ's 

. . . . . . 
1. Lentz-, Rich2.rd E.: nThe Church's Op~)ortunity in :F'amily 

Education, 'Pinternational Journal of R::ligj_ous Education, 
October, 1950. 
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church, God has made the church responsible for inter
~Jreting to :par~nts the ~piritual ,nc;tture. of ~heir tails: 
and for ass1stJx1g them t;o succeect J.n dolng lt '\.,rell. 

Thus the Internr;_tional Council of Religious Education 

summed up the church's task and its signific.::;nce. ~"urther, 

,.,cood states that the crucial place of parents in th0 trc:J.in-

ing of children suggests the nE~ed of parent-education and 

p2.rento.1 grovrth. He reasons that children are influenced 
? 

most by those 1:Ihom they most love.·· Hence the church has 

incre2.singJ.y ree.lized t,he uniaue import;:mce of the home. 

"\~: ood reminds us tl1at a prayer or a hynm in childhood may 

ouen the V!ay to life's decisions in - l 1 ao.o escence.-

The importance of ;:orship cannot be emphasized too 

strongly in these chaotic days of our generation. As 

Fred.ericlc . Brini:e declar'es in l1is tgJ.ide for those con-

templ<}"ting marriage, aBoth formal c:md informal i.vorship ex-

periences help to bring God truly into a home • • • l"amily 

worship helns to bring God's influence to bear on the prob-

1,,_-:m, s o·,r.' ll. f'e. n 4 
TT • _,_ • l l tn· t ' · · ~- _ ~ nence l~ ls a so c ear a worsnlp 1s 

at the heart of Christi.s.n experience, and tha~c the develop-

ment of definite, conscious religion in the lifo of the 

fa.mi1y is ::'11 inmort::mt. In lip~ht of these facts, is it 

. . . . . . 
l. Educa.tion of Christi2.n P.:::rents, Nation2,1 Conference 8.t 

Lake Genev2:, ":!isconsin, 1950, p. 7. 
~~. \:ood, Leland Foster: Bui1..:1ing Spiri tu.:,l Foundations in 

the Family, pp. 11, 12. 
3. Ibid. 
h. Brink, .b,red,:;rick \if.: This 1:>'1e.n and This omen, p. 61. 
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any wonder that the revival of family vforship and the 

Preparation of nevr snecial materials for it have been 
~ L -· 

acclaimed as one of the exciting phenomena in modern Prot

estantism.1 

Church leaders have not been alone in realizing the 

significance of this problem. J. Ed,f!'ar Hoover, Director 

of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, has been ouoted as 

saying: 

The continuing flood of immorality and crime accom
panies an all too evident substitution of a secular, 
materialistic nhilosophy for the historic relir;mce 
upon eli vine ,F11idance 1vhich has been a cornerstone of 
our American Democr;,;..cy. The youth vrho has experienced 
old fashioned Christian training and discipline in 
the home and has received sound, efficientBible teach
ing in Sunday School has been f.:i ven a sv.rord and buckler 
aP:ainst temptation. Parents must create in the home 
an atmosphere of Christian living and reliance upon 
divine ,2..i~_idance. This may v1ell be accomplizhed by a 
revival of family Bible reading and prayer. 

C. The Delimitation of the Problem 

The numerous books v-;rhich seek to help families in 

building spiritual foundations in the home make it very 

clear that there is an exnerience of God in and throucl1 the 

every-day activities and relationship of the family, :for 

God is not limited to special times, places or methods. 

It is natural, hovvever, to express the deePer attitudes of 

• • • • • • 

l. Ha:J1··iard, Percy R. and Hayr:Tard, r.iyrtle H. : The Bible in 
Family Worship, in Hearthstone, October, 1949. 

2. SV'rord of the Lord, Se:otember 7, 1951 • 
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the family in periods of COITI.mon ',·rorship Pnd fellovrship 

. - G J l 
\'ll th OCLo This study vdll conc:;;rn itself vrith just such 

set periods as related. to materi2ls provided by three 

major denom:i..n;<tions. 

So often, a.s 1:7ood points out, f£nnily -v·Torsl1ip is sim~)ly 

, 'j t 7 
• • t' ' • ld ll , .;.. t..._ J 

2 T acw __ , \·'lOrSl1l]J Vil fl Cl1L. ren compe __ eeL vO P.- vel1Ct. rim-rever, 

this study 'Hill kee~) in mind the possibilities of every 

period of r:wrship to bring the family into unity C:1t em 

ideal level, by considerinr, the needs of each member of 

the f8.mily. The observc:mces that f::re commonly knovm as 

the simple forms 1·rhich vmrshi p takes in the fe_r;~ily fall 

into the folloHing; categories: 

1. Grace offered 2.t meals. 

2. Pr.:J.yers of children on retiring and occasionally on 

rising. 

3. Daily gatJ:1ering of the family for an ttact of the 

Spirit.l! 

This study is limited for the most part to the thj;·:td form, 

v.rhich, though sometimes cnlled formal vmrshiu, is not 

necessarily formc::l, save as the g;:d:;hc::ring occurs at definite, 

determined times and ·ole.ces. There are a great number of 

children's Bible story books available vThich enrich the 

life of the Christian home; however the material here an-

• • • • • • 

1. Uood, op. cit., p. 43. 
2. Ibid., p. 44. 
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alyzed vrill of necessity be limited to devotional .~J.ides, 

published by three major denominations and one state 

Council of Churches. The devotional ma terinJ_ s are prepared 

for both family and individual use. They l"lill be considered 

in rele.tion to the former. Christian m.s.g2.zines are also 

current ~;ublications provided by the Church for the home. 

Severa.l of these have been chosen for analysis in that they 

are a means of information and guidance to those vrho ini ti

ate and sustain vmrshi·o in the home. 

D. Method of Procedure 

In order to analyse a varied group of devotional 

materials, it vrill be necessary first to set up criteria 

for ev?.lu,_:] tion. The first chc:r~:rter vrill be devoted to the 

items vrhich seem essential to a full worship experience 

the.t meets the v~1rying need of members in the homes. The 

second chaDter -vrill deal 1·'Tith the materic>l itself, analy

sing it ov.sr a period of time according to the set criteria. 

The third chapter vdll evaluate the ma.terial analysed and 

comp.s.re the various :oublications, seeking to discover the 

contribution of each to family v.rorship. In conclusion, 

the findings of this study ":iill be briefly summarized. 

-viii-
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CHAPTER I 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION OF SELECTED rJIATEH.IALS 
FOR FJUviiLY i.:'IORSHIP 

A. Introduction 

If selected devotional guides provided by representa

tive denominations for family vJorship are to be thoroughly 

analysed and evaluated in the light of their specific con-

tribution, it Tv'fill be necessary first to discover the dif-

ficulties that must be surmounted in successfully carrying 

out a devotional program, the Inethocls that can be utilized 

to Inake it most effective, the content that is essential 

for the rich spiritual grov-rth of the family, and though 

less important, yet a factor in creatin;S the best vrorship 

experience possible, the outer mechanics of a publication 

such as attractiveness, organization, and cost. 

As Wood points out: 

Real family '/-rorship needs a program • • • Its form 
and program may be as varied as the experiences and 
needs of different families and different incli vidue.ls, 
but each family should ~:rork out v:ith care the pr~
gram best suited to its opportunities and needs. 

It will be the -~)urpose of this chapter to set up 

criteria 1vhich grmv· out of knovm needs that are common 

• • • • • • 

1. ~'-food, Leland Foster: Building Spiritu2~ Foundations 
in the Family, p. 44. 

-2-
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in fam:2_ly 1·rorship and ~cried nr8.ctices thr::.t he.ve nroved 

valuable and essential. 

B. The Factor of Time 

1. Problems Involved 

Irma Highbaugh in her Sot~ Book on tJ:orn_e 2.nd l~'Eun:iJ:z 

l-,l· Pe .._ ~te Sl. 1--• itT-J._!·,.'.e .r'o-~ -"';:J -i l "'T i r r h.,·'"' ·· t. :::>lii l ~ Si.J:". S TTO_y ~ __ .. L .L J.dTI."-.) 1.0 S----l·' .LS essen -l,,. • 

I.f family vmrshi~o is to be a meanj_ngful ;:;;roup experience, 

it is inroerati ve; that, the fHrn-i.ly t::t.ko adecnrote ?ami-

ly vrorshin should never be hurried or m::t.rreci b"~r a s·.mse of 

tim.e 

Yet on this vory ·ooint :::ost fa1:1iliss bre2k clm·m .:mel 

give <:·JEty r.?.ther to the l~usl'I of life vrhi ch · or'lin"tes this 

ere> .• 71 Finding time for fanD.y 1 • • 1·rors.nu) lS 

larger question of findinp; time for :family 

a. nart of the 
?, 

livingn. This 

·is a criticc:.l need in a r1oclern •::orld; even the Churc11 is 

consuming the ·oieces outside of the ~1ome. P·::;rhaps even 

more at the DeEU:'t of the nroblPm is the f2.ct that only· as 

parents see the v.".lues of family ·vrorsiLL1J vJill they m.ake_ 

time for definite, consc:i.ous l~r::lir·~ion in the life of the 

• • • • • • 

1. Hig,."lbaugh, Irma: Source Book on Home and Family Life, 
T). 80. 

2. Short, Bishon Roy H.: The Family <~t ;.:-orship- Fou;," 
Sinmle li.ules. 

1. Highb~~cu.o;h: OD. cit.' Do 7f5. 



family. As Coue. points out, nvJe tend to set the making 

l . · b ,., ' ' · " l · n~ of a l VJ.ng ei ore tne maKJ.ng OI- __ J. ves. ' VIe can alv . .rays 

afford to do that vfhich is most vrortrnvhile doing; surely 

the character of one r s children, the gain the famiJ.y mt:tkes 

in the eternal values of the spirit, such as love, joy, 

truth and goodness, is the gain most 'lf!orthvihile. 1v1len 

these are the dominating purposes of family life other con-

siderations, such as the pressure of business, the desire 

for gain, for ease, for pleasure, for social life, will 

fall into the category of lesser vc:~l ues •1 

Once the eternal vc.lues c.re considered all-important, 

each family 1:rill have to determine the times most suited 

to a quiet fello1trship in their particular fa.mily situation. 

Dr. Walter A. IvT.aier aptly describes a typical American 

scene as a daily morning scramble preceding the hurried 

exit from the home, vrhich hardly leaves room for organized 

family v.rorship. 2 It may be that the evening meal is more 

leisurely. But the problem 1dll first of all be settled 

only by setting a definite time and holding to it rigidly, 

giving it priority over all else. It should be a time 

vrhen all members can be present, for one of the very aims 

of l.·lorship in the home is to bring the family into unity 

• • • • • • 

1. Cope, Henry F.: Religious Education in the Family, 
pp. 131, 132. 

2. IlCaier, V!alter A.: For Better Not For \'Jorse, p. 539. 
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at an id.eal level. 
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It is clear then that the family r,mst d.etermine the 

best time to be Jcor::c;ther vdth "chr> least probability of 

interru<Jtion, and allm·r not;1ing to interfere. In the mat-

ter of regv.larity a devotion.?.l ,guide can be a ['::L'eat heln 

in forraing the habit oi' fc:u(;ily \,rorship, in that it D.ssists 

da:r c:tfter daY in fanily ~,mrshi<) until it is a ne.tural and 

normal eX1Jerience to vro:c~~hi~) together. lVtr-uer advises that 

the books 1·1ith devotional mHteri2.l for every day in the 

pr,s.•rers for the seven cl.s.ys 
2 

of the vreek. 

Cope suggests another essential urinciule to follow: 

ainsure brevit,y. ?or that nert of ~-mrshiT) in vrhich a.ll 

2re e::c:Jected regularil:r to unite, ten minutes should be 
?, 

anmle. n-· A devotional guide should taL::e this principle 

into account in its ar~angsment. It should also be noted 

tJ1t't the lJ.Se of e. devotional guide, to be n1ost e-fi'ec·0 i ve, 

uert of the one v1ho is to lead in family vrorship. 

Sunday mornings are ord:Lnarily more leisurely, hence 

nrovide more t:i.me and. 01)~)o:ctunity to pre-.)are the rnenbers 

• • 

1. Ante, p. vii. 
2. T··iaier: op. cit., _p. 5M~ 
~. Co·oe: op. cit., p. 138. 
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of the home for the congregational v;rorship of God at 

church, through ~che family period. 

C. Jviethods Utilized 

1. A Progressive Exnerience 

.A vital test of the adequacy of devotional me.terial 

in the home is the extent to \'lhich it realizes the im-

nortD.nce and needs of the individual l'n.embers of the home. 

1·Tood t s idea is one that should be ca.refully carried out 

for the best results: 

Fa:mily 1•iorship should be a progressing e;{pe:~ience, 
gr:.:cled to the succossi ve developments, snovnng flex
ibility in its vmrship program, from. honeymoon days 
on through the days v;hen the first babies come and 
the children grm: 1xp into high 9ichool and college 
yow1g people, and into old age.-

Here Again 1·mrship in the home can be seen to t.::ke vary-

ing forms through the yen.rs, c::_nd some of these possibil-

ities TiTill novr be discussed. 

a. Early Harried Life 

I,Iaier ex~oressecl the earnest ple;:;. of the Christie.n 

Church that the Christian husb:::nd r:md wife, especially in 

rievrly established homes, ex:oerience the companionshin of 

Him 1:-rho must be the Third in every essentially happy 

union. 2 Time for Christ in the forrrrative years of a 

• • • • • • 

1. ~ood: op. cit., p. 46. 
2. Maier: op. cit., p. 541. 
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Christian home can mean a unioue opportunity to read 

ScriDture together vrithout having to adapt the passc-.ges 

chosen to list ::ners of :-nore tender years. ~-~ood suggests 

to you.ng cotlples a -orogr:~rJ of fr'.milii~.rizing theJ.nselves 

vlith the great pro:ohetic vlritings, the Ps::'lms, the gosDels 

and epistles, the story of the early chv.rch told in Acts, 

and other noble portions of Scripture. The purpose~ for 

such P. nl?.n is t.h~:~t there be nan intellectual advancement 

in r(}ligious i ;eas during this period, as "·mll as rt.=;ver-

ence Devo-

tions.l booklets should contribute tm·F'!.rd this desired end. 

They should provide thoughts that vrill elevate -':md en:'l.ble 

the rc::lati ons betv.reen husband and ':life. The·y 1dll in turn 

tend to give the nevvly1ved' s home stability :.mel a sensc-3 of 

high fello-;Ishin. 

The act of a home d·.:;;dication service including a 

fitting scri:_;ture :o·_:ssage, hy111..n, and consecrC~.tion prc:wer, 

ple>.ces s.n emphasis on the S!~credness of the home and on 

-\ • • ,... -: n • - 2 m~ b the olstJ.nctness or. tne new I2r:u.Ly. 111ere 2.re a num er 

of devotional services a.vaile.ble for ne~;dyv.reds, celebrc-~.t-

ing special moments in their exp~-orience - the bridal 

• • • • • • 

1. Wood: op~ cit., p. 47. 
2. ~-~-ood, LelE>.nd l"ostt~r: Har.mony in Harriage, p. lOLh 
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chamber, the first clay, the first Sunday, the home, etc. 1 

Not only young married cou·oles comprise this ,?;roup Hith 

their unioue op ;ortunities in l'mrship, for there ,':lre many 

Hfamiliesrr all of ;,v-hose members 2.re adult. Their needs 

-v;ill reouire a certain type of devotion2l help. 

b. Early Parenthood, (Babyhood) 

?Tith the coming of children into the home come nevr 

joys <:md responsibilities. At such a time, •'hen training 

is neede:::l of a religious n,s_ture, p::orents reach out to 

evaluo.te e,nr1 imurove their ov.,'11 suiritual resources and 

The Church believes that God expects 

children to learTI of Him through the h ... parents. But it is 

evident the.t there cannot be true worship in the family 

that is irreligious in its essential oualities, in its 

character, in its ideals and atmosnhere. \'food points out 

that ttA spiritual atmosuhere is the product of Christlike 

living on the part of parents and in clue time of the 

younger members in the family. n 3 The value of a s~;iritual 

atmosphere can not be overestimated. Recent studies have 

shovm that it is in the first five years of 1if e that the 

• • • • • • 

l. One of these is entitled, n·vJ1en You 1 re T\Tarriedn by 
'.!illiam '·:ard, 1951, ;.;1.nd cont·:·ins scripture, a thought 
and a ur:·ccer for the first fifteen days, often quot:Lng 
from various ms.rriage services. 

2. Brink, li,reclerick '::.: This Hc:n and This ;.::'omen, p. 58. 
3. ~food, Leland ?ester: Building Spiritual l~'oundations in 

the Family, p. 9. 
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child receives ' . l1lS life pattern; futherr1ore, the child is 

capable of religious feeling before he is capable of 

religious thought. 1 Because of this Fiske advises a 

minimum of instruction v.rith younger children. He feels 

that the em:phasis is rightly on training in vrorship, 

rather than mere instruction - not thc:-,_t religious in-

struction has no imnort2nt ·olace, but "~>'lith young child

ren it must be very s:Lmple.
2 

Most authors advocate starting to introduce home -v·ror-

shi-o in the most sir:-role and natural '"ray by grace at the 

table, either spoken or sung. Even a bc:.by in a high che.ir 

senses the attitude a.nd reverence of the fe.mily in prayer. 3 

It is clear th0.t sincerity must be the foundation of all 

planned v-rorship since it is ncaugjltn by children before 

.the spoken v-wrd is fully understood. 

The povrer of unconscious influence is e.lso exerted 

in the bedtime hour: 

Iv1any a mother has learned later thet in the ouiet hour 
before her child vrent to sleep at night, v•rheri she sang 
or quoted poetry, or made a simple prayer, or talked --
1?-aturally o! tl~t;, me~ning of ~ifel1-and God, she vJas do
lng her mos~ eliectlve teach1ng. 

As can be clee.rly seen, this lays a heavy task on 

parents. It lies with them, not only to deliver God's 

• • • • • • 

l. filumford, E. E. Read: Hovr Vie Can Help Children to Pray, 
p. 14. 

2. Fiske, George IJJ.: The Christia11 Family, p. 96. 
3. Wood: op. cit., p. 47. 
lh Ha;,rv.rard, op. cit., p. 20. 
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messege to the child but to shc:qJe their lives in such a 

v1ay that they (the pEc·rents) reveol His very presence. 1 

It is the opinion of Brovn.1 th2t there is 2, grave d2n'SeT in 

u.rging fe.mily Horship on many pe.rents 1:orho cannot be sincere 

in leading it. It is essentic:tl that they first come to 

believe, e.ncl to ox'0eriencs vitr'-lity in prayer thems?lves. 

She feels no f:Lner contribution can be made in educating 

DEJ.rents to':.r:lrd family vrorship than graded books for var:i_ous 

e.ges on d;::tily devotional material. 

c. Preschool Children 

n•>;-itb \'v""isdom more can be done for the child reli-

giously betvreen three and five them in any other period 

of his growth except the first , a2 tnree years. · The nrin-

ciple tht't athe la-vr of habit fj_nds virgin soil in the life 

of 3. gro~·-·ing childn mea.ns 4ch:-:t these hab:Lts may easily 

affect tb.eir life-long devotional life c;nd experience. 

The \\rar:mth and reve:cent moou ;·TLLl do much for this age as 

-vvell e.s younger to make up for concepts used th2.t :>re not 

understood. But p·.:rents should be c:.lert to the openings 

of the mind at eo.ch stc.~ge of childhood, for: 

Momentous for character and personality are the pre
school years. Parents can m~:;.l:e these years very 

• • • • 

lo l'-'=mnford: op. cit., p. 14. 
2. Folsom, John D.: Religious Education in the Horne, 

Easton and Mains, Nevi York, p. 165. 
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fruitful by building spiritual foundations for 
everyday living, and by giving the child a store 
of s2.cred mem9ries 'Hhich h2 nv:ry t~,'ke \·Jith him 
through life.-

At this 2.ge c~1ilcllren begin to have r:;_ fascination for 

Bible stories. This interest grovrs ;qj_th repetition. Ac-

cording to some, the chil:1 should at this time be t2.ught 

a table blessin.?~ and an evenin:::; prD.yer. Others feel, 

ho\•rever, that spont:=meous, original prayers should be 

encouraged from the beginning. In acldi tion to the pr:?:yer, 

vrhich should be s im~Jle, brief, and converse.tion.c~l on the 

par~ of the parents, a table blessing can be sung as a 

means of helo and delight to the preschool child. 

d. The Groviing Family 

After a few years the aver<c.ge fEnnily e.iDJHnds 1mtil it 

can claim as members a little preschool child, a child or 

two in the grades, and possibly a teen-ager or college 

student. This poses serious problems to the home that 

vrould reach each child sa.tisfP ctorily on his ov."n level at 

the vrorshi p hour. . ell chosen Bible story- books vrill be 

an aid. VJhatever else is used should be rela.tecl to shared 

intc~rests and experiences of the vJhole fan1ily. Iviany fami-

J . 1.Th h f' G 1 f B 1 G. 1 -· 2 
1 .les use ' ... oug_ ts o.... -oc, .or _2YS anc 1r s•· toget"1er 

l. 
.2. 

1Eood: 
Post, 

op. cit., 
p. 60. 

• • • • • • 

p. 10. 

, 
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at this period in a familyrs life. The Bro"dns suggest 

that as the chil.:lren m,::ture a monthly or quarterly publi-

cation such as many deno~ninations nov:r publish v.lill be 

found helpful. 
1 

A mJmber of these devotional guides >rjill 

be analysed in Chapter II. 

e. Jviaturi ty and Old Age 

1'Jhen the f'amil:r is sc2ttered there vdll be opportm1ity 

to start fresh nevr Bible study, an increased interest in 

missions, ancl <=m eager inte:rest in the denominc:::,tional 

material. 

2. Flexibility of Program 

Since the hor:1e is made up of persons of both sexes 

and of varied ages, e.bili ties and interests, the vrorship 

prograrn '~Hill need to be flexible if the p2.rents are to 

keen it vitB,l and intc::resting to the children as the7· grovr 

U1) • 

a. Particination 

Cone strong~r advises: 

Plan for the largest possible amount of common 
n2rtici nB.tion. This is to be the expression of 
the u11i ty of the family life. Children eri.;joy 
doing things cooneratively and in concert.f'V 

• • • • • • 

1. Bro-v.m, George Uilli.·'m and Brm:m, Ruth I;lcAfee: Teach
ing Religion in the Home, p. L;-2. 

2. Cone: op. cit., p. 138. 
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It has been suggested earlier the.t the young children can 

narticinate in the nraver. 
-- .! 

Children vrho .sre old enougl!. 

can read the Bible n·:.sse.ge ;:md devotional suggestions on 

certain occasions at least. Sherrill feels that p2rtici-

1JG.tion is one of the most significant vrays by vrh:L ch chi2.-

dren learn, for tlLq have a ne.tur2l desire to do 1·ihat the 

adult does i:f the activity is t:.ucen seriously by the 
, f . 1 

aaults. Certainly po.rticipation is nect:::;ssary if ·worshin 

is to function for each individual. 

b. Iviethods of Procedure V1:1.ried 

Not only should prB.yer be offered by various members 

of the family but -?.t tirn.es members of the f.?nily should be 

asked to offer nra.yers of their o1_,rn in addition to the 

suggested ·or:::_yer of the devotional gtlide. It is the opin-

ion of a tsood number of lsaders that a vital Christian 

life is best fostered and sustained by informal procedures. 

Eeligion as shared in the fs.:miJ.y should br:; a ne.tural thing 

to talk about. Possibly an incident from the dail~r 'Japer 

\'Till suggest an annro-orie.te scripture out of 'lt!l:tich grows a 

discussion ending vd th scripture and prD.yer. HJviuch is 

ge.ined by any natural and tmstilted discussion of \·rhat is 
2 

being read. a These moments may be some of the hig:hest 

• • • • • • 

1. Sherrill, Le11is Josenh: 
2. Sherrill, Levris J ose~h: 

hood, p. 125. 

Family and Church, p. lh6. 
The Opening Doors of Child-



because each member has had c:m equal share, and seen the 

relevance of God to all of life rather than observed mere-

ly an external custom. 

l. Special Celebrations 

a. Holidays 

~Che church is nm'Terless to recap~cure the true sicmi-

ficance of holidays unless the parents celebrate them. 

There is an easing of schedule in the home on these occa-

sions and a sense of 8.\rre ~chat can bring unhurried fello-v..rship 

to~ether. Askew exclaims: 

Certainly family vmrship provides the ideal time and 
ple.ce to imnress upon the memory tb.ose P:reat portions 

. of the Bible VJhich brlons· to Jche special seasons of 
our Christian faith. 

Christmas, Easter, and Thanks cj_ vinP' provide opportunity to 

le::J.ve a lastinf" imnression of the days' deeper meanings to 

all the family. 

b. Birthdays 

Birthday and VJedding anniversaries provide one of the 

best opportunities to develov family unity and loyalty. 

Here, as in all these special times, prayer can uniquely 

gather up loving personal thoUFc~hts and feelinp:-s. 

c. Family Achievements 

Another means of making God more truly a part of the 

• • • • • • 

1. Askevr, Tiirs. s. H.: Your Home Today and Tomorrovv, p. 60. 



-15-

family is to recognise in some vray progress, achievements, 

promotion, goine; a;.,ray to school, the arrival of a ne>.'r 

be.by from the hospital v1ith mothc::r, the visit of an absent 

member of ths .family, the joining of the church by a child, 

death, illness, or any threat to the fc:nnily r s solidarity or 

1 • 1 _1appJ.ness. 

d. \·Jelc oming Guests 

Naier has said, nFamily pra:;re rs ·will exert e. ble ssecl 

influence on friends >.vho visit our homes or on gn";sts \'Tho 
.,2 

are sheltere5. ~.;it.hin our walls". 

D. Content 

1. Biblical Eaterial 

a. Its Pl::1.ce in the Home 

:rThe Bible is pre-eminently the book of the home, '1 

sta.tes Robert A. Lapsley, Jr., in his book, Beside the ------
Hearthstone. a 11 It vras meant to be the .foundation of t.b.e 

hearthstone, n he continues. 3 It is often the c2~se that 

parents dele te all Bible teB.ching of their child to the 

Sun J.ay School >.vhi ch in turn seldom has more thD.n thirty 

minutes a irieek. 

b. Its Place in \::orship 

1. International Council of Religious Education, 1950. 
2. r-5.aier; op. cit.' p. 5£58. 
3. Lapsley, Robert A.: Beside the Hearthstone, p. 122. 
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Hot only h.SJ.s t,he Bible an inmortan t place in the home, 

on the family bookshelf. Let us discover its imnort::once in 

family vrorship. J'.~ary Ellen Chase says: 

The ideal 1:ray to read the Bible remeins, at least in 
the beginning of one 1 s acqlJ.aintance t.'i th it, the r:::ood 
old vray of ree.ding it aloud in tll e fanil:v- circle, not 
as a I .... ~r- .. ,~~ .. "\P"l-: a-ve·~c.!Se 'o,,~ r, .... J._.,n~I~ "'S ,... ..... i.....,l·l-T r "''· c.·"' L • ..' • .L ~ l '-'"' .L J. ' ' l.<. L< c'. L< .>:::; o. '-'· L~<::'. • -~ l 0 c .. '(. 

1 oa~·t ic,fCC>lrl ' ' "'US.>..OIT ~-h ~-~- 'nolds ;,ri .:...lli n l. t se] T in"· <=>f'e st- s •....• c ~·, .. ·.>·-·~'--~.:•, ,, _ v .. ,t v.>·-·v - . , .... LJ ... -.. 'l ____ L<"- •• VL, 

excitement, and beauty for 8.11 concerned.· 

':'Terner observed in 19Ll.'J, 2.11 increasin,c: interest .q,rnong tl1e 

Christ.ian family in the Bible as indis;:)ensable for the 

inner life as are three re~ular meals a day for the body. 

In fanily 1.·rorshi~o it plays an irrrportan t 1XT~, for 
even though a devot:Lon.::i.l guide • • • is us eel, this 
is not regarded as a substitute for the Word itself. 
w· ., .. f.~ ..L.,. ... ' .J • n -'- 1 -. 
1 assages oas1c ·~o vne meCi.l~,e.clon Ior ~ne o.ay 2re 
found and read aloucl. fr01;, the Bible. 1

'-

She refers also to tlje panphlet Hovr to Cm~luct F~l.!:!.=!J..z 
1'TQ_tshin e.t T~1e TaJ?].._?_·;' 

c. Difficulties Involved 

There are hovrever, a nurnber of difficulties to be 

surmounted in the use of the Bible in the home. Perl1-"""S 

because of the inmorte.nce of the 1;arent the """irst 1;JOuld be 

narent~1.1 :i.;::;:norc:mce of the Bible and esnecially of its beau-

l. 

? ·-. 

. . . . . . 
Chase, 1'-'iary Ellc::n: E;arJy H.e<=~.ding of the Bible, National 
Parent Teacher, Eay, 1935. )\ 
1:Ierner, Emily: ~t 'rhe Christi<m 'Ii'amiJ..y4~ 'rhe Lutheran 
uom~-J. '.... •·r 1" . .~ ni"'l. j_- ' "LOI I 

;:;J l-C:.J. 0 - ~~·, Q r :;,. : l.. .~:- .q .. ' - .) ··+l·} e 

A pamphlet by Guy, Oliver, and Ira Bla.ck, it is nub
lished by The Upner Room, Nashville, Tennesse, 19h2, 
and cont8.ins a helpful list of Bible readings. 
Cope, on. cit., p. 120. 
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1 
ties for the young.~- A fe8ling of unn,;:;ture.lness in the 

snecial reading of this book can clo much to hinder the 

snirit of it. Tll8 ans·wer to such a Droblem should be for 

1)A.rents to use the Bible thc:;mselves i'nd use it n2.tur.s.lly, 

and .often, just for :oleasure, r.::>.ther th;:::.n occD.sionally <"lS 

a task book onl Its use then, in i·rorshi·o, shou.ld 2lso 

be as l1c".tural as any of the social nle2 SlJTeS of the 
? 

fr'mily. ·-

A nur,1ber of vT£'i ters decry the dangers of rea:.i:.'ing long 

nortions. "Too nrol.onr::ed ~-::>oriocifls ·vrill. subtr.c;ct frm;1 the.t 

deli 1~ht in fc:nrn.ilv ·vTorshi1J vrhich should be .<:Jt its ver'T cor·e, 

esneci~lly for the 
':\ 

yo1m~~er members. 11
·' If a short passage 

is used it is more~ sui t;~_ble :f:'or memori:::;j_n_(;~ end could be 

re-oe ·~ted in concert ;:1 s e. r:F~ans of vP.ria tion .snd benefit. 

Far :-r1ore ce.n be g.stined by t:::o_king short enough nassages 

for the children to respond to a feH p;rent iillle.?s at one 

tim.e, thc:m can be g~·.ined by surfeiting them in a desire to 

get the reading done faster. 

d. Choice of Suitable Passages 

Since the: cl.s.ily vrorshi n neriod offers one of the best 

means of ·Heav::i.n,~: the truth of this Book into the 1;v8.rn and 

1:omof of life, there is 2:. need for careful plannin.~ as to 

its use. :Ei'am:.'..li.::ri ty with the Bible can begin very early 

1. 
2. 

Cone: 
T., ·,; "1 

.1..0la., 

.1\sl-cevJ: 

• • • • • • 

op. cit., p. 120. 
pp. 121, 122 • 

. .._ 50 OD. ClLt., 1J• 7• 
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in a child's life. Stories can be used long before the 

reading of t~he actual text itself cAn be understood. r·.T.cmy 

fami1ie s use sirr..plified Bible story-books. In this regard 

the Bro\'ms v..rarn th-"lt nExtreme care should be us eel in 

choosing books about the Bible. nl Other 1J2.rents use 

either simplified versions or reQd dire6tly from the Bible 

itself. But even here choices must be rna de, nnd p::;.ssages 

selected th.::.t incite 'I;JOrshin. It v·rill often be v:ise to 

:ore ce the readin>s v.rit~1 '-"· brief account of its original 

circlUnstances, so that 

actual utterances of ::_ 

all may hear the 1·mrds as the 

. ,., 2 
real man living in real llie. 

h.s v:as suggested e;"rlier, ordinarily one "tdll begin 

viith stories for the very young chil:~ren, stories of o·ther 

Bible children in particular. Preschool ch~ldren have a 

V!ider ro:mr:;;e of interests. Sherrill suggests th2.t the 

simple Psalms can be readily l.m·ierst;'n~~a.ble by children 

befor<:?· tD.ey go to school and th2t the beCJ.utifu.l irnagery 

m:l.kes a rich baclcgrolli-1.:3. for the lo.ngu.:-:.ge of devotion. Ti1e 

Prov.erbs cEm be rc:;ad slovdy, slci·;Toing about vJith C'l.n eye to 

the children's exp.:;rience. He noints out that a this can 

furnish the setting for m.any a 'homey' conversation about 

th·3 results of this or that ty~,Je of conduct. 11 3 Certainly, 

in a groYiing f2.li1ily, the Bible should be used as a book of 

• • • • • • 

l. Brm·m: op. cit., '9· 36. 
? c 't l?~ -~. .~ope: op. Cl • , p. ~--'• 

3. Sherrill: The :f!,amily and Church, p. 143. 
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life, for it contains countless nictures of actu:'l.l lives 

meeting real te1:1ptat:Lons. Doctrinal portions should in 

time ·orovide the occasion for et=1.rnest ::liscussions on the 

part of older members. Askevv raised the question of read-

ing the vrhole Bible in regular, consecutive order at fc-.mily 

pr;_::_yers. Her conclusj_on vve.s that such continuity vmv.ld be 

reVIarding to m2ture :minc1s but certA.inly not to children or 

young people in the groups. 1 ChaDters in Isaiah 8nd the 

Gosnels .0re recommended and even ti-E books of Hark and Acts 

read. consecutively miP:ht nossibly stimulate a child r s 

reverence L1 1-vorshi ~). During; specL?l seasons an O!)Dortu..nity 

is provided to i::1press certRin great, nncl fitting portions 

on the ci.1ilcl r s mind and he2.rt. Also certain Pse.lms c-::J.n be 

used at times o.f denarture on a journey. 

e. Goals Determined 

In planning the best use of Biblical materie.l the 

delicate distinction arises a.s to vv-hether t~ne goal in au-

di.ble vmrship should be instruction or enjoyn1ent. Though 

evc:;ry thoughtful use of the Bible increases kno1,dedge and 

understanding, Askev.r urges, nKeen th8_t goal secondary in 

vmrshin. Seek the- nure joy of conscious communion ·with 

the H.2avenly l"ather oveT His ~-Tord, in open prccyer, in si-

lent ma,·il" t .... · T! 2 
----~ --- a vlon. 

.. . . . . . .-

1. Askew: op. cit., p. 61. 
2. Askew: loc. cit. 
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It is vrell to keen in mind the fact tha.t the Bible 

primarily is a means of developing :.-:;.nd directing lives. 

An effort should be made to rel.c'te the Bible to the hap-

penings of everyday life. Highb.s.ugh points un another 

·ohase of this sco.me truth: 

Unless family >·Torship helps to solve family and com
munity uroblems it fails ·to function tm·.rr:1rcl build
ing the·. nm,,r VJorld imper2.ti vr:: to e. l:c stj_ng pee.ce. 
Family \'rorship can be the place v:herc: P>ll members of 
::~ Ch -rl· s-~-l· ::>I" f· 2 n1l· 1 'T n ·:1 tur;:,ll >i brl· n c;- the l. 1~ -nro'ol eii1S c.. -- ~...~ ~·- . .1. ·r! -... ...( ·. C:~-. -., - (:_"1 -- - .t.,J- ~ !. 

for solution.· 

The possibilities of extra-BibL~cal sources 1:;rill mere-

ly be mentioned here, the use of vrhi ch VJill later be ob-

served in th::; v;:1.rious devotional guides. Hymns and music 

of a family are part of the treesury of devotion. An ant 

passage or poem from general literature may be introduced, 

' .L. • 11 . , ., f' .. d , . tnav Wl- stlr tne mooei. o. I'Tomter an vrorsn2p. Pictures 

can help make a Bible verse or passage more meaningful, if 

a child is gui:::led to discover 1·:hat it portr.?ys. The only 

v:ray to :m~rJce :routh re2.lize thc-'t hu.me.n life is cap;:c.ble of 

great ideals is to me.ke them aw8.re of the aspire.tions ' nd 

ideals of as many people as possible. This c2.n often be 

accomnlished by means of a story. 

3. Elements of Faith and Belief 

. . . . . . 
1. Highbaugh: op. cit., p. 80. 
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As has been inferred, at least, getting the most out 

of family v:orship Hnresu<)~)oses a home in v.fhich religion 

is encouraged by narents 1;Jho themselves hold sincerely to 

religious beliefs .al The question may rise as to vrl."lat 

religious beliefs are basic r:md VilTy 1.;arents must have 

religious beliefs. The Bro;m1s nent ion first of all that 

vrlvt nnrents be]j_eve determines t 1'.eir ansvTers to thoir 

children rs religious ouestions, about nrayer, abon.t the 

Bible, about the character of God. 2 But the parent elso 

unconsciov.sly teachc-;s 't'hat h5.s iclea.s of God 2.re vvhen he 

·orays, and 1.-:hat he believes rep:arding the nature of Dre.yer. 

The Bro,Hns list the following subjects as basic religious 

beliefs a1vithout vrhich a. vig:orous religion cannot flourishn: 

God; Jesus Chris·t; the Holy Spirit; the problem of good 

ancl evil in human nature; the Bible; :9ray0r; the church; 

the life everlasting.3 

Anotl:.er as-oect of t'1is "Droblem is brought out by the 

HAy·v:ards 1i!ho consider it inev:Ltable that there be a ~rad-

ual DercoDtion of Gocl as a Sniri t r:-:t '1er th2n merely a 

glorified man. As the child grovrs older early exnlan-

ations can be enlA.rgecl and enriched on the basis of the 

-v·iider knm:leclge th't has come to hir;1, rA.ther thEm ving 

• . . • • 

1. Brmm: op. cit. 
' 

p. 15. 
? Ibid. p. 16. -· ' 3. Brovm: op. cit. p. ~)? 

' 
r-.J,..-.J • 
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children a theological interpretation that is beyond their 

cape.city to understand. ith children under ten yenrs of 

ar:;e they· advoce.te presenting God as a loving Fe. the r, 

. "l 1 prlmarl_y. 

The adolescent is denendent upon the tvpe of vrorsl1in 
.:. - ... .• J. 

v.Ji th vrhich he V<lC::,s fa::1ili.:r in childhood, but .<:o_t the s:ome 

time stretches out ee.gerly to nm'r forr1s end ideas <::J.s he 

thinks throu£;h his ovm religious exneri -:::nee. The H":r:r?rd.s 

state that: 

From seventeen years on the more intellectual and 
philoso>JhicG.l basis of Christianity mc:y be dealt 

. t' ' , . t . -'- ' t . b t . t t " vn n as an ao.al lon 00, £.l:L_ no'G as §. su s l u e r or, 
the more personal elements that have previously 
entered in;o the religious r::xperiencs of the grovr
ing child.~ 

4. Prayer 

a. Dangers to Avoid 

It has been seen that the content of pr:::yers will be 

guided by the faith and belief of the p:3.rents. The im-

portance of prayer cannot be underestimr~ted for aprayer 

brings God right into the farnily, n but tile re are dangers 

to avoid. In no belief or practice is there so T • mucn. mls--

It is the 

responsibility of parents to teach their children to avoid 

the selfishness of asking God to give them vrhat they vJant, 

. . . . . . 
1. Hayti'Jc.rd and Hayvr'"rd: op. cit., pp. 126-128. 
2. Ibid., p. 128. 



-23-

and guide them into offering prayers th2~t breathe the right 

. . 1 
sp1r1t. 

b. Aspects of Pr?yer 

Instruction should be given in the important aspects 

of prayer such as thanksgiving, confess:Lon, prayer for 

pardon, adoration and intercession. I:iost modern p.s.rents 

are giving their attention to prayers of gratitude. 

Sherrill rerdnds us the.t "there are t:i.mes -,;hen a fBJllily 

cennot vrorship togeth;:=;r unt:il the tense ::dr has been 

Here repcmtance has ::-1 vsstly im-

port-?~nt pc::.rt in guicling children from cheap excuses, alibis, 

self rj_ghteousw:::ss, blaming others, resentful 8.tti twille·, to 

seeing the others ~1art as clearly as his m·m, ::c.nd vrlth 

help, honestly feeling sorry. Wieman feels that at the 

very he.:'rt .3_nd purpose of family ritual is not understand-

ing of' prayer or instruction about God, but na patterned 

recognition of commitment to God.:r This commitment is not 

ma:ille through one great e.nd final 2.ct but rco.ther through 
'). . . ,../ 

progresslve experlence. 

c. Objectives of Pr~yer 

Though the first objective in pre.yer is to seek a con-

sciousness of God T s very ;)resence in the home, family prayer 

. . . . . . 
1. Brm'm: loc. cit. 
2. Sherrill: Th,.::: Opening Doors of Childhood, p. 126. 
3. ~aiemc=m, ~rs. P. ~"~.: The Family Lives Its Religion, 

p. 215. 



should not be limited to themselves elone, for thei:c very 

relations to others ma.ke them a p<CJ.rt of their day's living. 

Petition for the chilcl1ren t s teachers, business associe.tes 

end no=:.tional leac!.ers 2s VTell as the min5_ster end church 

bodies vrl.ll greatly enlarge the fc:unily l')ra:;rer experience. 
1 

The use of printed prc:.yers is an excellc:mt vr<:}y to 

help chilctren grm·r in their understanding of '.:het prayer 

is, and of ths tremendous s~ope pr2yer hPs. The fact that 

some of these pr"'yers 'finclt th:, children 11here they :'re 

has been oroven. 2 
I. 

5. Relevance to Life 

Prc..yer, Christian fellm·:ship and commitment in the 

home develop moral stamine. in all membe:c~s of the fa.mily so 

th2t belief may be expressed in action. The content of 

1·:or::;hip Elateri-sl ;::.hould aid in Christi 2n adjustments v-ri th-

in the home. I:Ie.ier says: 

The family altar, pointing to the complete self
denial and self-sacrifice of Christ, v.rill help to 
stifle selfishness in., us o.nd promote forbearP:nce, 
generosity, courtesy.J 

Relations betv:een uarents <'md. children should be elevated.h 

A certain stability and direction to f~1ily living is 

gained as the f2.P1ily finds through shared faith common 

• • • • • • 

l. Askevr: op. cit., p. 5E5. 
2. Darry, 1'>::" Vera Cc1TI1}?1Jell: l"crs. Childrents Prayers, p. lO -.,.-. 
3. llaier: op. cit. 

' 
p. 537. 

h. Maier: loc. cit. 
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activities and interests vJhich lillrav·T them closer together. 

The family in turn moves forvT2trd together in 1-·rorthy endeav-

ors. 

Another result th,'>.t should be obtained from 1Aforship 

mD.teriecl is the strengthening of the fc::.mily to v.;j_thst::tnd 

bravely the adversities of life, for it should contribute 

to founding homes on that Rock agc:dnst Nhich all trir:ls 

2.nd tempests vrill beat in vein. Religion in the home 

sht'1.rpens e.nd stren,::thens Christi en conscience. If a cur-

· ·· 1 ,.... · ' · d · c· · t · · · 1 rlcuJ.um can m::o. ;:e I 8.1113-.i.les .lscuss .... nrls J_cm pr1nc1p es, 

great results 1rill foJJ.ov.r. Christi2.n attitudes should be 

built toi'T<<=i.rd other races. 

Religion in the homs must be kept J:l§eful, relevant to 

ll f'l•r> ".t..'l t d a ___ o_ l.l e; as soon as lu oecomes an orme.nem , 2. ecor-

ation or an heirloom, it is dead. 

6. Coordination 'VIith Overall Church Pro{.?;ram 

The content for fa:r:,iJ.·y worship should include an in-

ternretation of the trork of the ChD.rch 2nd assist in 

stren~thening the influence of the Church in each life. 

It shov.ld broaden the knowledge of the .family and give 

them a part in the vrork of Church agencies thronghov.t the 

'(orld, by stimulating their prayer and financial interest. 

E. I~Techanics 

1. P·ttractiveness 
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In order to be al:L inclusive on the imrn·essions and 

help th~'.t <3. devotional guide offers, a few it ems of 

mechanics should be considered briefly. Children e.nd 

adults alike c::.re dre.vm to an attractive aid more than an 

tmattractive one • 

. 
2. Organization 

The degree of hel·ofulness vnll also depend le.rgely on 

how a publication is orgenizecl ond bc>.ck of th9.t, vrhat its 

purposes are and how they are attained. 

3. Cost 

A great essential for Cl:.urch leaders is to under-

St "nr·1 
c... -I..' in their effol~ts, the v~.rious income f2.milies - lovr 

income fe.mi1ies in p:::rticular - for it is possible only to 

increase the sense of frustration, already overpowering, 

VIhich these families hn ve. Some find it difficult to af-

ford a family ve.cstion together, let alone a family reli

gious magazine on ;,pL~O.OO a v·reek salB.ry.
1 

Bishop Hoy H. Short counsels concerning th~ use of 

devotional guides that nthe vfise family v;ill provide 

enough copies of the devotionc:~l guide so tb.~t each member 

can h;~ve his ovm copy before him~t 2 This too, v'!ill affect 

the financial consideration of publications. 

. . . . . . 
1. Lentz, H.ich2 .. rcl E.: The Church 1 s 0}J1JOrtm1:Lty in Family 

Education, International Journal of Religious Education, 
October 1950. 

2 • Short, Bishop Hoy H. : op. cit. 
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F. Surnr:1ary 

It has been discovered that the interest of the church 

concerning fa.mi1;r vrorship in Christian homes has been in

creP.sinr~ rapidly in recent years, but the available 1it

era.ture is sc.:~rce. It is not enough to speak of the 

necessity for f,s.mily pra:rers 2nd Bible study. People need 

definite help, teaching, 2ni demonstration in the art of 

family devotions, because it is not an easy thing to ms.ke 

the experience meaningful to a small group representing 

such different ages, experience and interest. 

In order to judge the relative worth of specific 

devotionA.l liter,"J.ture th2.t has been m::>,de ave.ilable for 

homes today, suggestive citeria have been set U1) on the 

basis of elements th,·Jc go tc nl,:'1_ke trp an adeou.::cte exper

ience of f:-rnily -vmrshiu: first of all a method of ap-

proacb. th?..t provides for each e.ge group renresentecl; this 

involves such help for the p~1rents o.s will ene?,ble them in 

turn to "be ,"J_ble to sincen~ly lead their crlildren in vi.tal 

experiences of vmrshi1). A reverent atmosphere is the es

sence of a small chil~'s exuerience. The earliest begin

nings may be around the t:-::.ble. During preschool yee.rs in

v:::o.luable founclations arr:; built. Consideration for fr:mlily 

worship should begin v--.ri th the founding of 2. nevr home .::m d 

continue through the tvnlight :re:c.rs of ?. couple's life. 

The need then is obvious for a fle.x:i ble pro grarn thco t al-
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lovvs each nember to pa.rticip~.o:'ce in some 1'ray and that pro

vides enough v2riety to keep interest high. In this 

regarci. the great variety of cl.:dly experiences <md special 

celebrations should offer rich possibilities. 

Secondly, the content of a devotional guide; in order 

to bring about desired results in the personal lives of 

each fnmi1y member and in.f1uence the life of the family as 

a •:-rhole the content shov.ld .<:,i ve a prominent pl<:o ce to the 

Bible, vdth C·'Teful ·c:.ttention to its proper use vrith small 

children and 1,;-i th ,c;_ primPry go.?.l of ;_,,rorshi D before in

struction. Humerous extra-Biblical soux·ces ce.n be in-

eluded and inherent in all content should be certain basic 

el.::ments of faith and belief. Pr•·yer, ideally, should in

volve many eli verse aspects and cover a \.vide. scope. All 

content should lead into avenues of action. A closer 

relationship to the Church should be st irr:ula ted. 

Lastly, the influence that the outer mechc:mics of the 

literature brings to bear on the tote.l experience of the 

-vmrshi ning groun by m.e·'-'TIS of its attractiveness, orp;an

ization, and cost,has been considered. 
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CHAPTER II 

ANALYSIS OF' SELECTED DEVOTIONAL GUIDES 

A. Introduction 

Tn the precedinp: chapter criteria ifmre set up in 

order to analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of selected 

materials for family ·worship provided by the church for the 

home. This chapter will include an analysis of materials 

published by three representative denominations and one 

State council of churches, covering a period from six 

months to a year depending on the character of the material 

chosen; hence results vvill be limited. This examination 

~trill be based on the discussion and form.ula.tion of cri-

teria in the first chanter as restated below in outline 

form. All noints -vrill not be found in any one material 

necessarily. 'rhey act as a .E"eneral .R1Iide to the content 

o·P the material. 

1. General Descri •Jtion 
a. Attractiveness 
b. Organization 
c. cost 

2. ·Content 
a. Biblical Ivia.terial 

{l) Choice of PassaRes 
(a) Bible Stories 
(b) Poetry and Uisdom Literature 
{c) Doctrinal Portions 

(2) Jvleans of Presentation 
(a) Lenf?tb of Portions 

-30-
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(b) Consecutive Passages 
(c) Version Used 

(3l Goal Determined 
b. Extra-Biblical IfJE.terial 

(1) Music 
(2} General Literature (Poem or Passage} 
(3 J Pictures 
(~-Y Stories 

c. Themes in the r..ry:editation 
(1) Elements of Faith 

(a) Concerning God 
(b) Concerning Jesus 
{c) Concerning The Holy Spirit 
(d) Conce1~ing Good and Evil 
(G) Concerning the Bible, Prayer 
(f) Concerning Life Everlasting 

(2) APPlication tc-· Life 
(a) Christian Adjustments in Home Relation-

shiPs 
(b) Strength~ to Withstand Adversities 
(c) I:Ioti v.ition Tovrard ·Christi 2..11 Principles 
(d) Patterns for Christian Living 
(e) Light on Present Day Problems 

(3) Relationship Uith the Chtrrch 
d. Prayer ~ 

(l) Form 
(2) Aspects of Prayer Emphasized 

(a) 'rhanksgi ving, Praise 
(b) Confession 
(c) Adoration 
(d) Petition 
(e) Intercession 

3. Methods Utilized 
a. Amount of 'rime 
b. Provision for Gradation 

(l) YoUJ.J.g Harried Couples, Adult Iviembers Only 
(2) The Family Uith Yotmg Children 
(3) The GrovJing Family 
(4) Haturity and Old Age 

c. Amount of Flexibility 
d. Use of Special Celebrations 

(1) Holidays 
(2) Birthdays, Anniversaries 
(3) Family Achievements 
(A) i!Telcoming Guests 
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1. General Descrintion 

a. Attractiveness 

The monthly devotional publication, Todav,
1 

presents 

a neat, orderly apuearance "'Hith a black and vJhite cover 

pictv.re as the center of interest. It is bordered by a 

bright color on Hhich is placed the sinmle caption, Toda·z: 

Think on these things. The month and year stand out on the 

lovler border. Perhaus its most conspicuous characteristic 

is its small, handy size of five and a he.lf by fov.r inches. 

The cover picture portrays either the theme of the month 

or some significant ha 1)pening Juring the month and deals 

vrith concrete objects such as nature, a Communion Cup, or 

a Christmas tree ornament, rather than people. A calendar 

on the back cover indicates s~)8 cial days of the month, in-

eluding Church days, marked in color. 

b. Organization 

The first page each month is given over to the Edit-

orr s visit v"thich includes an introduction to the hTiter of 

the month r s devotions, his ~)ictv.re, &'l.d something of his 

!mrpose, as 'VIr:;ll as a reference to the special days of the 

month and any other pertinent information. 

1. 

The pattern of the rneditations is similar for the 

• • • • • • 

Published by the :,:estmj_nister Press, the issues anal vs
ed include f,!ay, August, September, October, November·: 
and December 1951. 
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most part: a title, a text (one or the other, or both), a 

meditation, a Bible reading reference, a suggested h:yl11n, 

and a conversational "Orayer. The v.-riters come from var-

ied vmlks of life: Pastor (most freouently) , Christi an 

'J!orker, hynm-Nri ter and Business I•Ianager, Chaplaiq and 

house--v.fife. 

'l'houg~1 small, this booklet has a num.ber of added 

features: A vital article on evangelism contributed by 

the same man each month; a pe.ge of prayer reque:3ts for 

snecific Christian i'JOrkers throughout the vmrld; a page of 

mealtime prayers sent in by peo:::lle who have used tr1em in 

various ways - in girl r s groups, homes for the aged, etc.; 

an occasional poem; a letter !)age telling how others use 

Today; latest book advertisements; an article on the 

and finally, the last tv'IO nages 1.:hich ere alvrays devoted 

to The Bible Book of the E:onth - essentially a readinr; and 

st1J.dy guide cha1)ter by chanter, v:ith hel~:;ful be,ckground 

mat~~rial on the i"l.uthor of the one SrB cifi c book for thc;.t 

month, the historical situation, a.nd the v::;lue spiritually 

to the life of today. 1 

c. Cost 

• • • • • • 

1. This nlan vias inaugura.ted in l9L:.l!- in coopertJt.ion i'r.L th 
the B:L ble I~~astery I·Tonth Campaign vJhich ori.sina ted in 
Seattle in 1929. It has been continued in Todav be-

.... t, . , , ..J-.,'7-,- ,,0'1 . ., t ..1-1,o n "Yl ,. ----R· .... cause OI ne 'iHlO.e Lse L,Lro ~.-.01lOLJ. tA.c c"-lh en. eoues l, 
has been ne.de recently that this section be placed at 
the back for those vJho vrlsh to ;ore serve it. 
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Individu2.l co·oies cost five cents, 2nd a year's sub-

scd.·ot,ion costs sixty cen:ts, vdth sDecial Drices for 

ouantities of no~oul::,r series l/Jhich 2cre often desired. 

1. Content 

a. Biblical haterial 

The Bible reading suggestions a.t first glance aD~)ear 

to cover a >:ride variance of Scrirlture passages in some1'"hat 

heterogeneous :fashion. "Iet aTotmd ~che great variety of 

Scri·oture Dortions is vmven the~ Elain thought for each clay. 

(1) Choice of Passages 

:i:l'or over a TJeriod of six monJchs in 1951 a great 

ntmber and variety of Bible Stories ::c.re suggested. They 

are enos en in connect ion vJi th the theme fol~ the ci.ay, ':teek 

or ~onth. The month of devotions based on Genesis contains 

the account of Creation, Cri.:t.i! and A bel, Fioah, the Babel 

and Joseph's exneriences. ln con-

nection •:ri th "chese Old Testament stories, some rnateriaJ_ 

±:rom the GosDels is used., as for ex2.ElDle the Parable of the 

Lost Shee;-::> and Jesus c2.llinr:; the c.D. sci Dles. The material 

vrith the theme of the home contains about six stories from 

the Old and Nevr 'l'estaneni:~. The rnonth's studies on nature 

refer to Burning Bush account, Lot r s choice, .:mel Dc:.vid in 

the \!ood
1 

from the Old 'l'estament, e.nd the stories of tb.e 

• 0 • • • • 

1. I Sa:o:uel 28: 1/+ - 18. 
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life of Christ in the Ne\'T 'l'estament, from his birth, heal-

ing ministry, !)e_rc-:.bles, and miracles to the accounts cent-

ering around his death. The series of studies on music in 

the Bible centered around numerous p2ssages in the Old 

TestP~ment,, some of 'c-'hich are obscure. Stories in connec;;.. 

i-ion Nith the studies on the last supper -:'.re of course the 

"c·l-ll"' 1 ;:-, C Coun-t-. 0 -f i- ':'le 1" st-. "'ll"·"'"ei" ~-"'·' na1 O"t--'.cl.'"'r c::< •. C ':Oll.n·c' S ;- 'n.-.~_.,_t-. o. v c-._ c,. v _ -' .. _ , <-l., v " . u •J - ' c·w. , . _ '~ _ • u . v 

refer i'1 some 1'i0.v to th2.t su:oner. 

The poe~cry literature is vridely used, beinr~ fov.ncl in 

each montn t s materials rer:•::=trdless of their center of in-

terest. F2.rt:Lcule.rly in the th;::;m.e s of rwtu.re r:nd music 

C!.re the Ps2.lr.1s used and 2lso Job. The advice of Proverbs 

10:1-9 is used the er1phasis of the horne fcrrnily. 

The rest of the Biblical material falls into the cat-

egory of teachings of Jesus or doctrinal portions from the 

Epistles of Paul. 

(2) Neans of Presentation 

The length of the Biblical portions ranges from 

t-vm to ten verses. The short texts ,-dritten in full thEJ.t 

hit,hlip:ht the dayr s teaching 1·:ill easily lend themselves 

to memorization. The Scril')ture nuotations :::re taken from 

the A.merican Stand;l.rd }~clition of the Revised Bible and the 

Revised St-s.nda.rd Version of the Eev'l TestE,ment, but for ~che 

most part the reference alone is given. In only one iss·ue 

out of eigh~c did the v\Ti ter choose to present his scriDtv.re 

lessons consecutively. Ho•.·rever, each issue contc.dns the 
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Bible Book of the r<ionth \v"'ith suggestions that vvill .e:uide at 

least some .of the family into an intensive study of a book 

a month. Eivht of the books covered throup:hout the year of 

1951 'Vrere The Acts, Colossians, Proverbs, Nehemiah, lFice.b., 

{'3) Goal Determined 

It would seem that the goal is not primarily 

instruction, for the Scripture reading is oftl3n taken out 

of its context, and one wot~ld hardly get an overall vie\'! 

from the great variety in choice of passa~e from day to 

day. Even Young v,rho vli'ote the series of devotions consec-

utively from Genesis believed Genesis contains valuable 

devotiona_~ material :to be lifted out and made available for 
t" 

the To~~2 fartlly. He enters imaginatively in\Abraham's 

ex9erience and points out to the readers ahov.r close v'le can 

feel to Abraham in this experience znl Simile.rly Leener 

re-creates the experience of the apos-t';les at t.he time of 

the last supper.
2 

He also relates their experience to the 

basic Christian experiences today. It '\">Tould seem then 

that the ~oal behind the use of Scrinfure here is to make 

it meaninzful in a devotional ~tTay to life today. Hm,r this 

is accomplished Nill be seen more clearly in the study of 

n'I'hAines In ·t'r1e -l'':ed1"tat1·on.n 3 'I~l ' ld _ . 1e empnasis vrou seem to 

• • • • • • 

1. Young, \i:Jilliam Lindsay: Tody, September 23, 1951. 
2. Leeper, James C.: Today, October 13, 1951. 
3. Post, p. 40. 
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be 11orship, and scr:ii.pture is used to fit into this aim of 

fellovvship ,,,rj_th God. 

b. Extra- Biblical l':1aterial 

The hymh suggestions for each day in the nonth are 

usually most :fitting and 1·m rsh i1Jful, providing the key-note 

of the thought for that day, expressing a prayer or just 

the needed challenge. The use of these hymn SliggGstions 

reayires the l)Ossession of a h:y'1m1 book, for only once in 

the eight issues is there included the musical notation and 

that to the hymn conmosed by the author of the devotional 

thoughts for the month. One h'Titer had the vmrds of the 

hymn printed for the benefit of those ~-;~o hELve no book. 

Very little use is made of poems. One poem on the 

thought of nEJ.ture is nlacerJ. B.t tb.e back of the number on 

nature meditations. A fev·.r others are included in the mecl-

it.e.tion. 

One month's series of studies is based on Da Vinci's 

famous painting of the Last Supper; it supplies the snirit-

ual climate for each day's devotional message. 

The use of short stories is very carefully inter-

tvdned in the brief daily meditations. 

c. Themes in the Iifedi tat ion 

The themes are as varied as the scri·;)tttre passages. 
, ·~ L• 

They cover a vdde area of subjects, emphasizing the home, 

church, comrnm1ity and Horld family in connection vrith 
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Family Week in JI'Iav meditations on the beauties of God' s~ . ' 
mo1 .. mtains, streams, skies, trees and flowers during a 

vacation J71.onth, a study of the book of Genesis, a series 

of messages on "0a Vinci's famous painting of the Last Sup-

per, a study of music in the Bible, and a presentation of 

the vn:·itten Word and the Living 'i;Jord at the Christmas 

season. 

(1) Faith and Belief 

(a) Concerning God 

God is set forth as Creator of all things:., 

as seen in Genesis, yet more vmnderful than all His vmrks. 

He is presented as Creator of the family. In the issue on 

music the glory of God's creation as seen in man's speakin~ 

and singing voice is praised. Added to this characteristic 

is God as sustainer of life He has created, sufficient and 

purposeful in dealin.~ ·with men. God's everlasting love is 

shoirm in His pu:csuit of man. Svmazy in his page on evan-

g~elism for November finds an ans~rmr to the vJhole of God's 

creation in the Redemptive plan of God. 

(b) Concerning Jesus Christ 

The October publication in particular gives 

a Christ-centered impression throughout in its portrayal of 

the Last Supper. It is shovm ho'd Christ dra•Hs peonle bv - ..:. ..,; 

the cross. God, Himself, is seen in Christ. He is nre-
" 

sented as the sole Saviour, the Son, in 'i"fhose name alone 
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come salvPtion ;c1ncl the family of God. Salvation is 

clearly })resented as a narrov·r entrance ',vhich Jchen has 1·ri.cler 

reaches, and full commitment to Jesus Christ as Saviour 

and Lord is urged ' oft en. A man can find in Him alone 

help in controling his life and emotions. Life is seen 

as a daily exPerience in relationship to Him - the Door 

to heaven ;:mel our AclvocA.te, alive evermore I 

ingen uit; y , 

l 
. 1 

t 1e mlre. 

(c) Concerning Good and Evil 

One vrriter says man must; learn th2t human 

no me.tter ho;,v grec:-~t, will never lift him out of 

In the study on Genesis there is a careful 

analysis of the first appearance of sin, its nature and 

results. It is seen in a reoccuring pattern as the his-

tory of mankind develops. This writer's conclusion is 

th~_t the 1)eril of sin is alvia.ys near. He turns his med-

itation into a challenge: nonly constr•nt vigilence 2nd the 

grace of God can save us from its 1·roe and degradation. n
2 

Another vJriter also recognises th2t nth e choice of sin is 

al \'rays before usn but happily nthe choice of life and 

righteousness is ours also. 11 3 

(d) Concerning the Bible 

• • • • • • 

1. Young, op. cit., September 19, 1951. 
2. Ibid., September 10, 1951. 
3. Leeper, op. cit., October 18, 1951. 
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In the study of Genesis the purT)Ose of the 

Bible is nresented as conveyin,r:.: sniri tual truth rather thc:m 

teaching science. The Bible is conceived as uniaue amonE 

sa creel. boo}:::s in th ".t it reve8ls Goc}_ in search of y,,r-m. 1 

One -v;rriter s11end.s time in his medi tr:.tion to instruct on hm·r 

to read the Scri~ture ich ' ne considers a J.i vinp: Book. 

fact he int~erm~ets the nv.rDose of this little mag2.zine, 

Tq_9il:~C, to be but an aid to the end the.t those 1·rho use it 
? 

for ~rrorship may exA.rnine the Scri-·1JC'\J.1':"8S o.a:Lly •.. 

r ) \e Concern 

One day's devotion, at least, is centered 

In 

about the truth th.Pt death sl1all be S'"rallm·.;ed u~; in victory. 

:!:t is su7gested in co:mection \'Ii th the mu;::-d_ c o:f resurrec-

tion ~mel refers to the cv.lmine:,_tion of Gocl. r s nl,?J.n of sal ve:•.-

tion, and the consUEll."i12.tion of a.ll things; ,_._'hen ti.:.ere shall 

be no more corruntion; no more mortality. 

(2) Annlication to Life 

(a) Ghri.stian Adjustr1Gnts in Ho:..Tle Relation-

shi us 

One vrriter ciiscusses the tendency to hurt 

those of' one's m-m household, a ·orP..cti ce more co::u:non th<:m 

mic:ht be sus,Jecte,:I at first thoup:ht. True brotherl:r love 

1. 
? ,_. Youne;: 

Peters, 
01). 

TJ1,... 

. . . . 
1951. 
!Je cemb er ;2, ]_()51. 
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is encouraged on the basis of Scriptural admonition and 

grov1ing out of Joseph r s experience. Other advice to the 

home is in the realm of building up family fellovrship -

doing thinp:s to:"ether - and insisting that fellovmhip have 

priority over the business ambition of the father or the 

social v.n1irl of the mother. 

{b) Strength to 'VHthstand Adversity 

In one devotional in Iv~ay, clurinn: National 

Family V1eek, tvm parents discuss the home family facin;:o: a 

crisis. They point families to the presence and power of 

a li vinr: Lord \'rho makes the difference in every situation. 

One pun2:ent sayin~: stands out: nrf God is v..rell knovm be-

fore the emer,gency hours, l1is _grace \'Jill be sufficient for 

the time of testing.n
1 

All isues of J'oc:~?-..Y that Here ex-

ami ned sed:: to do ,just that - make Him well knovm. 

(c) Eotivation for Christian Life 

Sponsors of young adult church vmrk vrrit e 

in Fiay on the subject, nThe Church i?amily, n motivating 

the home in their Christian service, be it as Sunday School 

pupils, teacher9, or just as l)art of the Church family, to 

aim. hivh in Christian aJctainment v-,ri th no thouR;ht of re1:n::trd, 

in return for Him l'ln.o ;:;-ave u· J.llS all 

. . . . . . 
1. Kearns, Ea:v-.n1ond V. and :f\Irs.: To Jay, I''.!a.y 7, 1951. 



(d) Patterns for Christian Li vinR· 

Numerous challen,:,·es to eA.rpe rience the fn 11 

Christian life can be found. Among them there is the ref-

erence to God's vvord and prayer as a means of personal 

f"rovvth, commitment to God t s ;,~Till that He Himself can sha1)e 

one t s character ari o:ht, and hum:Lli tv as a si c:n of true 

greatness. 

(e) Li?ht on Present Day Problems 

Younf:: makes timely parables from the ex-

periences :found in Genesis. He sees in the Babel builder's 

exDeriences the seeds of the vr.con2: kind of nationalism. 

He sees a Babelite tendency in any professed follower of 

Christ i1ib.o restricts Cln·istian concern and activity by 

racial, nationalistic, or ~eo2:raphical considerations. 1 

£i'rom Noah's experience, v;hich he claims is not an isolated 

one, he sees the imnortance of being concerned about the 

intrinsic ri d1tness of moral issues, and not being s;,,Tayed 

by popular ne~=rative 
. 2 

sentJ_ment. The problems of the vrorld 

today such as ~::·reed, pmver, sectional pride, materialism, 

and 1·.rar force him to the foll01-·Iinr: conclusion: nNothing 

short of reborn men -vvill make possible the kind of vmrld 
?, 

v.re desire and for :v.;hich God bids us 1abor.n~ As for eco-

. . . . . 
1. Young: op. cit., September 18, 1951. 
2. Ibid~, September 12, 1951. 
l. Ibid., September 13, 1951. 
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nomic problems one devotional -vn~iter ansii'Ters that spirit

ual liberty is more necessary than economic liberty. An

other se..ys boldy that those vrho promise na classless so

cietyn cannot assure the forEiveness of sins and ever

lasting life. And so attitudes are formed in the hearts 

and minds of families vJho see the relevance of eternal 

values to all phases of life. 

(3) Relationship With the Church 

Tbe function of the Church is clarified and the 

minister's uosition is interpreted as that of §.lide. The 

family is led to apprecictte those vvho serve. I'~ven the 

choir's purpose is analysed in one issue. The monthly 

articles by Sv.reaze;r do much to keep ;,;Jarm the evan,~?~elistic 

fervor. iYluch is made of special church days such as Uni

versal Bible Sunday and ~-~rorld-Vlide Communion Sunday. Gi v

ing both money and talents is strongly encouraged, as is 

church attendance by diverse means. Familiarizin!)· the 

family viTi th the hyrrJls of the Church Hymnal should do much 

to enrich 1'mrshiu at church as vrell as at home. 

Both in the meditations and in the added page, ttpray 

for Our Christian \:Jorkers!a, interest is kept alive and 

intelligent concerning the vmrk of the church abroad by 

reference to definite countries month by month. 

• • • • • • 
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d. Prayer 

The prayers are printed at the bottom of each day 1 s 

devotional th011,2.:ht and as a whole gather up the thoughts 

expressed. One month in narticular follm-m a very similar 

pattern day by day. Another month bases all prayers on 

aThe Book of Common Uorship.n A page of mealtime prayers 

is included in the back vathered from various contributers. 

Each aspect of prayer is present in one month or an-

other. Thanksgiving and praise co:-e based on great thou2:hts 

of God. Confession is found more frequently as a natural 

outgrovrth of the devotional leader's thouvl1ts on general 

needs, such as a lack of humility, temptations, cheap 

compromise, etc. Some have a keen sense of ntodayn and 

its needs, and keep the prayer in the setting of an early 

morning 1vorship hour of consecration to God in every cir-

cumstance of life. Petitions are kent on a high level as 

nhallovv our taskn • • • nhelp us to face the evil-s of our 

time,n etc. Intercessions for the church and for all 
.,. 

nations are among the numerous pleas on behalf of a nbleed-

ing I'Vorld.a 

3. I'1iethods Utilized 

a. Amount of Time 

The average amount of time required in the use of this 

devotional magazine is five minutes, and ten minutes at the 

most. A regular daily period is ·orovided. 
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bo Provision for Gradation 

Today meets the needs of the members in the house-

hold on their varying levels at least at some point. It 

is vreaker for some ages than others. 

(1) Young Iviarried Couples, Adult Iviembers Only 

In the suecial articles.at the end of the mag-

azines are monthly articles concerning the need for a 

feeling of security, complete trust and mutual concern, 

faith, hope, and love in the home rather than strife, dis-

cord, contempt, and misdirected interest in the things 

that one possesses. Two of these articles deal with the 

marriage ceremony, its significance, and thoughts of 

Christian marriage. 

There is a distinct element of progression in the 

sense that a vrri ter builds on an idea· presented in former 

meditations. In December, for example, various phases of 

the Birth of Christ are developed, 2nd also in the case of 

the Genesis studies a picture of the vrhole begins to m1-

fold and become increasingly meaningful as it is tied in 

vri th He"VJ Testament portions. Yet the heart of these de-

votions appears not to be intellectual grovrth alone for 

there is continual challenge to a sniritual relationshiu 
~ ~ 

vlith God. As one \<Triter ~outs it, 11 Intellectual clarity 

. 1 "t t ,l mvc:uts nora conmu men •· 

• • • • • • 

1. Yolli'1g: op. cit., September 2, 1951. 
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(2) The Family "\:"Iith Young Children 

The devotions for National Farnily ~'Teek and the 

entire month of June stress a family's obligation to God 

and hel n naren ts in particular to see that they are teach-
.:.. ~ ~ 

ers and as such should seize their opportunities to teach 

their children -vrell, as God first of all teaches them. 

The joy of having children is emnhasized and parents are 

made to see their great influence in shop ing future gen

erations by teaching their children in 1:rord and deed about 

God's love and vrlll for the 'lvorld. These devotional guides 

go as far as telling a parent v,hat they can do as Christian 

parents but give no further instruction on how to do it 

with regards to yotmg children in the home. 

( 3) The Growing Fa'I!ily 

Much food for thot~ht is nrovided by Today for 

adults. But i.-rhat of the grm·ving f<:unily? I"fany secrets of 

fa'I!ily living are set forth in the meditations and the 

1vhole femily is gathered up in the prayers that follov-J. 

The grov.ring family is encouraged to iTO:rk together in a 

spirit of fun and to vmrk together for the vrelfare of 

others as v-rell. Stories include references to a son in 

the scout troop, a daughter at school, and a three year old 

helping at home. Yet they are more often used as illus-

trative material for adults than exarnples for children. 

The occasional use of difficult vmrds and symbolical thoughts 
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vJhich are beyond children ts concrete thinking give further 

evidence of a more adult approe.ch. That yotmg peoDle find 

Today helpful is substantiated in a letter v.Jritten by a 

teen-ager to the editor, urging him to continue challeng-

ing youth to bring their religion into everyday life, for, 

as it -vras stated, 

Young people all over the colmtry vrant to keep the glov-r 
that they found in their surr,nler conferences, yet it is 
often he:l.rd because apart from1 the fello>t!ship they often 
lose the sense of coml'.1i tment.-

(Ld };Tat uri ty and Old Age 

Inside the back cover, books nre advertised for 

the more mature reader. One advertisement in particular 

~-vas for Elen and 1'vomen beyond middle age. Letters from 

those 1'-fho use Today include one from a man v1ho is eighty-

three years old and v.rri tes, n1 keep thinking every issue 

of Today is the best yet. n 2 The variety ·of each issue 

combined v1ith the deen spiritual insight from month to 

month should a~)peal to those of more mature years. 

c. Amount of Flexibility 

There is very little varie.tion in the form of the 

devotions in Today, exce~)t for the ;,\d. de v.s.riety of themes. 

JYrany ne'l.v thoughts are presented daily arrl from month to 

month the style differs according to the nev:r vn"'iter. Yet 

• • • • • • 

1. Today, November 1951, page on nHovr Thev Use Today'! 
2. Today, May 1951, page on nHow They Use· Todayt! · 



there is a similar pattern of illustration and application 

throughout. There can easily be participation in the 

various elements of the devotions for those who are old 

enough to read. Occasionally questions are included that 

can stimulate discussion. 

d. Use of Special Celebrations 

(1) Holidays 

In August the theme follovrs special vacation pos

sibilities of trins into mountains or by streams. Labor 

Day is referred to very briefly. A fitting devotional 

thought is presented on Thanksgiving day and the entire 

issue is a general theme of praise. lflDe Advent experience 

is kept in mind even in the Bible Book of the I·'Ionth for 

December. Reader r s are guided to meet the Nevr Year 1m

afraid with Ghrist. 

(2) Anniversaries 

There is one reference to a vrri ter r s thirtieth 

vJedding anniversary, end the place of music in his ovm 

home as he reminisces. 

(3) '::·,Tel coming Guests 

One dayrs devotions prepares the farrtily to pro

vide a genuine atmosphere of Ghristts presence in their 

home that all who visit there v<Till receive a friendly 

v..relcome and a spiritual blessing. 
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C. )discovery 

1. General Description 

a. Attractiveness 

A nevr venture in the Presbyterian Church U.S.A., 

namely a christian J?aith and Life, lt Program For Church and 

Home, n has brought into being the ma.gazine, Discovery, 1 

for teachers and pa~rents of Junior boys c:md girls. It is 

a regular sized magazine, eleven by eight inches, vihich any 

family \vould be proud to have in their home. It is issued 

quarterly and brought to the home, preferably, by a church 

visitor. The cover for October-Decerr.ber sho-r,·m three grin-

ning Juniors piled on toD of a football. Other pictures 

similarly brirw'11ing over -vrith life ar:e scattered throughout 

the interior as are articles of special interest to parents 

of Junior children. 

b. Organization 

A great majority of the magazine is given over to the 

complete development of the Church School lessons. Yet 

the guiding principle of this nevJ effort is parent emphasis. 

There can be seen ir:. the various articles the motivating 

force of parent education, that in turn there may be par-

ent participation. One page is·given over to a suggested 

• • • • • • 

1. The copies here analysed cover the months of Jul v to 
December, 1951. They came in tv.ro issues, July-September 
and October ·.;.. December. 
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vvorship program for the family, centered around daily 

Bible-reading suggestions under v.reekly then::e s. The out-

line of Bible-readings for home 1-·rorshi n is_ intended to be 

the same for all ages, althoug'.r1 this is specifically a 

Junior-group magazine. The Bible-readings for the Oct-

ober-JJecember 1951 quaterly vvere not closely correlated 

v'li th the ·teaching plan because it vms felt such correlation 

v-muld lead to tiresome duplication. 1 Yet they contribute 

in general to the year t s theme, emphasizing the truths 

found over and over in Jesus t teachings. The StlJYl_mer 

ouarter contains no specific Bible-reading suggestions for 

family worship. But its entire theme is ~·.Jorship. 

Additional features that aid the family v.Jorship ex-

perience are the articles 1"lhich enrich this and others 

phases of Christian home life and the letter to the home 

which follows each Sunday lesson. Though attractively ar-

ranged the organization in Darts seems too crovrded. 

c. Cost 

Single subscri~~)tions cost ~{.2.00 a year. School sub-

scriptions, t'VIro or more to one address are :;t>l.40 a year 

and ::~B5 cents a aue:•.rter each. 

2. Content 

• • • • • • 

1. It is interesting to note a change of the basic idea in 
the January-£>~arch 1952 quarterly v:hich is, in contrast, 
closely correlated v.ri th the cu.rricul u:.-: for all ages. 
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a. Biblical lV!.aterial 

T'ile Scripture passages are chosen according to the 

theme, The Pronises of God, fror11 October to December. 

These prornj_ses are given in ~che Old Testanent and fulfilled 

in the Ne~v. Besides these the Psalms a.re used specifically 

during the Thanksgiving \'reek v.ri. th the emphasis on grati

tude for f.1ithful keeping. 

(1) Choice of Passages 

All other Bible readings through the first 11veek 

of December are taken from portions of the Old Testc..ment 

prophets ernphasizing promises God made to men of old -

pronises of pardon for sin, of strength and health, con

cerning the needy and the coming of the Iviessiah. 

For the remainder or December the passages are found 

in the Gospels and I John vrhich bring out promises ful

filled, prmnises of joy, of vmnder - during the Christmas 

v.reek - and the concluding thought of our debt of love. 

( 2) r~Ieans of Presentation 

Although there is an absence of Bible stories, 

it is suggested that the Old Testament portions v\r:i.ll be 

made more interesting if the child is given opportlmity or 

the parent prepared to tell briefly the story of 1'rhich the 

reading is a pe.rt. No portion is longer than eight verses. 

During the Christmas v1eek less Bible verses are used and 

carols are substituted for variation. For family correla-
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tion the Bible story book, A Star Shon.§_,
7
is suggested for 

use vri th Kindergs.rtners. 

(3) Goal Determined 

The summer quarterly st<?.tes that the ain: of 

worship as a v1hole is not necessarily teaching but rather 

gathering up teaching in vmrshin. However the element of 

teaching is present to a degree, for it is elsev1here sta

ted that pr;rents can teach directly through family 1·:orship, 

Bible reading, and the use of the curriculw11 books e..nd mag-

azines. 

b. Extra-Biblical Material 

The related activities of the Church School for the 

SumPer months greatly enriched the resources for family 

1'rorshi-o. The Junior group had ntade Grace Table mats, and 

illuminated Bible verse to h-ave in the home, and studied 

the first American hymnal, the Bay Psalm Book. The sec

tion, nplans for Teaching in the Home, n suggest·s that the 

child share the background of. the hymns that he is learn

ing vd th the family. Several songs are included in the 

magazines - one a simnle round of thanks and nraise for 

bread. Pictm'es that portray fam.ily groups and Bible sub

jects are distributed throughout the magazine. The family 

is urged occasionall:t to include vrorship mater:i :=tl s from 

each age group in their ";rorship plans. These V'lill consist 

of stories, pr::'.yers, poems or h:ylill1s. 
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c. Themes in the Jc[editations 

'l'here are no daily meditations as such in this mag-

azine. Yet; the c"Lesire to make vrorshi 1) meanin~ful in the 

home Perrr,eates its ·oc:cges. Eovr i"c. Tll~ovides for elements 

usually contained in I<eclitations vrill be seen from an 

analysis of a deli tional hel·os to,,rarcl farf'.ily v'or shi D in the 

magazine such as the letter to the homes, other articles, 

c:md the manual rep:a rding the .generr.'.l use of this n eN mag-

azine venture. 

(1) 'UerrJ.ent-,s of Ii'aith 

Family vrorship is summed tn in its sinn:;lest terms 

as ·the fe.mily thinking together about God ;:md nre;rinR: ·to 

Him. p,grents are further instnJ.ctecl that th he l·o their 

ch:Lld r1ost b·r lettin.r::: hirn lmovr that God is i:rn<)ort<?nt to 

them, and that they love and vmrp)hiD Him. T!1e nlantlal 

in connection vri th the Net:J' Presbyterian Curriculum c;i ves 

some elements of faith considered basic: 

Juniors should see God P.s just demc;mdine; rir~hteousness 
as vrell as e;i ving love; Jesus as an heroic T·.·Iaster, 
seeking follo1'·:ers of eov.al loyalty and courage; the 
church 8.s a place for sharinp; in the most stimulating 
lG1.0\•.rlec3.c:r:e encl acyion; the Bible as 8. source of kno~·T·-
ledt::e and ·oov•er; --

The 1)resence of sin in 11JJ.man nature is re cognisecl, anr::l e,lso 

the e:;werience of iJG.rdon as seen in one iveek t s Scrintt1.re 

• • • • 

l. Parent Education end Ghristian Family Life in the Loc;~l 
Church Board of Christ:Lan Z::J.ucation, Prcsbyte:c·ian Church 
U.S.A., ~1ly 1949, pn. 25, 26. 



lessons. The spe cie.l "?.r~ci cles, such as :nn1at Does Com-

mi tment Eean, n give needed lill'olersts.ndin,::; in elern.ents of 

beliefe 

(2} Annlication to Life 

Parents are urged to let family worshin be nat1Jc;;.;. 

rally connected '.·d. th everyde.y life o In the letters to the 

hone the "ceacl1:i.ng received by t-he d:.il is carried. over 

int.o the home. Pe.rent s a.rs li•ar)e to see that j_f ·they l• .. C"Jve 

a sense of deDenclence 11:oon nod their child. t.oo v!ill de-

velOt) it, c=mcl that one of the best "VT,q_ys to hel·o theT'l gro1:i 

Ul1 •·rith this cle')enr::l.ence is ·the constAnt. nerticinetion in 

f2:'nily devotions. ri'l1e one out~sv::md:i.ng en1nhP.s:i.s of Jj_fe 

arml:LcAtion in U1.e rlirected Uible reeding is the thought 

that God r s vmy of Fleetin:c; r:nlE·,an need is often through 

i.e. man is his brotherrs keener. 

( 3) Relationshin 'Jith the Cl:urch 

It has been seen throue;hout that this ne1,v ·olan 

is a coonerati VG vent nre betv.:een cl11J.rch And home. Infor-

mation on bantisrn c:mcl other church beliefs are e:xplained 

in the letters to t:.he h_or'le. I'T11.DeroPs 8.rticles on the 

church and charts· on cl'.mrch v:orshi1) make a rneaninrrful con-

t.ribution. Articles such. as nBeyonrl. the Rir•1 of Our Ot·m 

~'Ior1dn keep before the family t.I1e i:r:Lde outreaciJ.es of tl1 e 

church. 
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d. Prayer 

The church 'irrites to the home in the fall 01.onths: '1If 

you have not been a :9raying family this is a natural time 

to begin." Several aids are accessible in articles on 

table blessin~~s. A sheet of P1e al ti•tJ.e pra.yers of thanks is 

contained in the child r s 'Horkbook. Yet individual extem-

noraneous prayers are suggested as the n:ost meaningful form. 

3.. l'·Iethocls Utilized 

a. Gr:::.clation 

T)iscover•r hc=ts been urovided by the Presbyterian Church ----.....;r.<.- - -
v.Tith suecific neecls in rn:Lnd - those of grovring child.ren in 

that Junior st-?.0'e, c:m-:l ~oa.rents of these children. It 

recognises ho1·rever th2.t a :fanily may consist of children 

at various st.<::.ges of gro•.-rth and therefore male es s11ggestion 

tb.at uarents tc=>.ke ·cl..l.rns concentratino- on the v2.rious age 

levels and materi<3.ls provided for th ern.. Hm-.rever, it also 

includes e.ll ages in the Bible re-3.dint; for the family and 

suggests a speciPl Bible story book for the very young 

child. 

(1) Po.rent s 

This J!letgazine assumes that a nuJnber of uarerrt s 

have never made an au·oroach i-:.o 1:wrsb. in in the home. The 

entire church nl:::rn atter'.nts in every 1·ra.y nossible to heln 

~o8.rents become re2.l tes.chers of their children bv clarify-

in.c; their ovm thinking so that they themselves can be n con-
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'l,he Fall cluarter contains suggestions 

for method of family vrorship contributed by parents them-

selves. The SuJ.i1T!ler 0uarter' s emphasis on v·rorship attempts 

to sho·H uarents the O<Yportu.ni ties to deepen farnily vrorship 

experiences during the vaca"cion. :Not only are i)arents chal-

lenged to use their influence aright; they are g;iven con-

crete means of e.ccom:?lishing the task. They are given 

guidance for inst·ance in discouraging attitudes of revenge 

and dealing \'Ii th their child's boe.stfulne ss - typical 

problems of Junior children. 

(2) Children 

A strong conviction behind the provision of t:;he se 

matericli s is the belief that the Christian ex•)erience of 

children should not be a vratered-d01\1Yl variety of adult 

Christianity, but one that meets their needs and gives 

them opDortnnities to think and feel ,<:J.nd act as Christie.ns 

at their ovm age level! An aim exnressed in the surmner 

issue is that the J1.mior learn to \•Drshin better alone, in 

his family, in church school, and. in church. 

b. Amount of Flexibility 

Everyone 11ho is old enough to hel:9 should nlan and 

:9articipa.te according to th.e manual. They should be en-

courac;ed to nartici1)ate fro:rn the ex1,;eriences they have been 

gaining in church school, end mor..e specifically vtith the 

devotional materials in the Junior childts nersonal devo-
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tional book, pay J2.y Day, received from the church school. 

Eany families, it v:as said, use this booklet as a guide to 

their family vvorship. In order to see its snecific con-

tribution to this entire denominD.tional i!lan for the home 

a brief study of it ~-Jill be nade fo 11o"ring this analysis. 

Similarly it is sugges"t~ed that teen-2.gers bring something 

. . . t ' . . :1 " -'-h . J b k ln~ere stlng ln o a Viorsnlp uen.or 1 rom v~ eJ.r .. esson oo ~. 

c. Use of 3:?ecial Celebrations 

There is much ern::,,hasis on a family \.··orsh ip service 

for Christmas Eve found in ~)ay .Qy Day. ',·:·orship, it is 

statecl, should be meaningfv.l on special days such as the 

beginnings of dad ts ne'.·v job and vrhen visitors are present. 

Nev.r Year's resoJutions are referred to and t1·m ton ones 

are suggested c>.s follmvs: 

1. To say grace at each meal. 

2 m rt' ' • .c> 'l l · l --. 1 o pP. -J.CJ.pate J.n ..Laml_y c evotl ons. 

D. Da:3c P..:L .)}_s:£ - October-December 1951 

1. General Descriution 

1'he Junior 1:forkbook of the Presbyterian ne'd curricu-

lum contains a booklet for the child's personal daily vvor-

ship. The child puts the book together, makes his ovm 

cover for it, and uses it at home, sometimes only to the 

• • • • • • 

lo Discovery, October-December 1951, u. 59. 



-58-

extent that he is guided by the :oarents. 'l,his cooperation 

of parent and child can often develop into a v:orship ex

perience of informal sharing, c>nd by this means Juniors 

themselves can helD initiate family •;-~Jorship. pay ]2y Dav 

is a guide to the use of the Bible. Each page contains a 

"~'·reek's s1.u;gestions including verses to learn, daily 0crip

ture reading, prayer and Dages assigned in a Bible story 

reading book. Instead of a meditation there is a brief 

cornment concerning the Bible passages. 

2. ConJcent 

'l,he stories from Scri Dture center about Jche life of 

Christ - His birth, boyhood, and rnanhood, ;;,ri th em-ohasis 

on His teaching in the Sermon on the Hount. Portions from 

the Prophets, Isaiah and IJTicah, are used as they relate to 

the coming King. The child is challenged to put together 

JV.laVchevJ end Luke's accounts of the birth of Christ. Ap

preciation is develo-oed for the disciples and their con

tribution. T,:J:uch use of the Psalrns is rnade at the 'l'hanks

giving season. Jviatthe;;-,_r, chapters five, six, end seven, 

are studied consecu.ti vely for a month. A brief thought is 

adr.i.ecl each clay to sum up the teachings of the 0ermon on 

the I·ciount in everyday teno.s of a Junior boy and girl. The 

attenmt to link the Old Testar<1ent v.Jith the Ne;;,r is notable, 

as is the brief length of the port. ions. The reading as

signed in addition is from the Bible-story book of the life 
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of Chri-st for the junior, 'rhe King Nobody !;!anted. This 

is to be rea:::l in -pren2Tation for the church school. The 

child is given one to six verses to learn a v;reek. These 

can be a definite means of contribution to the family wor-

ship. 

The advice is given in one of the lessons that. it is 

better to pray quietly than talk about one's religion. 

There is opportunity to study nthe kind of prayer Jesus 

saicl v;e should use. tt There is some emnhasis on cruiet 

nrayer • t 1 l11 one s room. One nrinted prayer a v-mek is pro-

vided, leaving CJmnle room for original prayer. The print-

ed prayers fol1ov.J a sinmle pattern of thc:mks for such 

gifts as home, parents, school, God's love, and Jesus' 

life on earth, follm-ved by a petition for ner sonal help in 

living 1'li th others, and living for God. One prayer con-

tains the element of repentance and desire for forgiveness, 

another the element of intercession in the simple phrase 

repeated occasionally: rrBless my home and my loved ones. n 

The prayer suggestions take a number of other forms such 

as a Christmas Litany of Thanks, a poem, The Lorclfs Prayer, 

a verse of a Christma.s carol, a hymn entitled nDay by Day, n 

a11d a prayer \,Tritten by the Junior in church school. 

At Thanksgiving time the child receives help in notic-

ing God's goodness. At Christmas time a Christmas Eve "!or-

. . . . . . 
1. Cf. :iYiatthev;r 6:5, 6. 
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sh£p Service is inserted j:or use \'.Jith the family. Besides 

Scripture and prc:rYer there are suggestions for the use of 

. ..... )~' a 1)lCvure or crecne, carols, c.. story fror;1 the Junior VIork-

book and a poem by Rossetti, H1JJhat Can I Give Him?n 

and Girls --·--

l. General Descri l)tion 

a. Attractiveness 

Thou.ltilts of God for Bovs and. Girls 1 is, as it indicates, 

for boys and girls and says as much by its covers which al-

most ;nove 1.vi th life and health and happiness. This devo-

tional booklet is prepared every four months, . closely fol-

lovdng the seasons. 'l'he Sun1111er and Autumn covers portray 

boys and girls in action. Pictures, poems and stories are 

neatly arranged v·ri th large titles for each day's devotions. 

The size of the booklet is tvrenty-one by thirteen a11d a half 

• 1 lnC!les • 

b. Organization 

First to meet the eye on the inside front cover is a 

sign saying, i
1This book belongs to _a immediately m8king 

the book the child's very 01\lJ.l. Then folloVIs a letter to 

the children from the 1·rriter 2.ncl editor entitled 11 A Fel-

• • • • • • 

1. Copies studied include I'fiay-December 1951 in tV>ro issues: 
The Surmner issue, and the Autumn c:md Christmas issue • 
. ri'hese Pre published by the Connecticut Council of Churches, 
Inc. 
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lovvship of Prayer, n i'Tith such inforrnati on as is necessary to 

prepare them for the -'/crorship experiences of each particular 

book. The book is dedicated to those vrho 1vill use it and 

gro·V'T in their knmvledge and understanding of God. The 

first page of the devotions contains a picture, one of 

many \vhich follovr throughout the eighty pages. The last 

pages of one book are taken up vlith hymns. In another the 

hymns are scattered throughout, and a record chart of daily 

devotional reading is provided for the children on the in

side back cover to encov.rage the regularity of the habit. 

Each edition is prepcl.red by a different au~chor in coouera

tion vlith the regular editor, Edith ~felker. Helen Ivlarie 

Edick, Associate Professor of Education at the Hartford 

Seminary Foundation VJrote the Summer issue, and Olive D. 

Sparling, Secretary for Younger Groups, v·Toman rs IJiissionary 

Society, of the United Church of Canada v<Trote the Autumn 

and Christmas issue. 

c. Cost 

Each cony of this Seasonal devotional booklet costs 

thirty cents. For a yearts subscrintion ninety cents plus 

postage is paid. In order to make his library rich and 

complete it is suggested that the child also have back is

sues of this magazine and his ovn1 Bible and hymn book. 

2.. Content 

The content of this devotional leans heavily upon 
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extra-Biblical sources, allm·ring a definite freedom and 

variety in their daily use. FevJ Scripture passages are 

covered bv.t the portions chosen are carefully related in 

their contexts, and purposefully related in turn to life. 

a. Biblical Material 

(1) Choice of Passages 

In the course of eight ·months five Bible stories 

vvere suggested in the Bible reading selections: Noah, the 

children and Jesus, Creation, the Feast of Harvest, and the 

birth of Jesus. The latter t1·m centered around tb.e Chris~ 

f.ian festivals. 

One of the aims of the sununer material v-ras to acquaint 

the children v-rith Godts world and His vrork in it. This 

vras accomplished by directing the child into the rich por-
I 

tions of the nature. Psalms and Job. By a study of Noah's 

experiences in Genesis other nature passages vJere highlight-

ed and interpreted as discoveries made by men in these 
1 

early days. The majority of passages were in the Old 

Testament. 

IVIuch emphasis was 1)laced uDon the ShE?l!Ia in Deuteronomy 

and on the l'·JeitT Testament p2rallel in the command to love 

one another. Epistle teachings on love and knovrin~ God, 

and teachin .. <Zs of Jesus from the Serrnon on the E·ount com-

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Genesis 8:22. 
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prise the remaining selections. 

(2) Ivie<:ms of Presentation 

All Dassages selected are ouite short and ~ertain 

ones are repeated from month to month, thus covering Seri-o-

ture less thoroughly, but getting the fm·T nortions \'Tell in 

mind. A Bible reference is not suggested every day, and 

there is no mention made of mem.orizing portions. 1 Sugges-

tion is made, ho'I!Tever,, that snecial verses be marked. The 

r):offett Translation is sometimes used in the Sv.r:'m1er issue. 

Sources used for the F'all-Christmas issue include the Re-

vised St2.ndarcl Version and the •.:ork of pupils in a Hethocl-

ist Church and Church Vacation School in i:~Tev·.r London, Con-

necticut v:ho wrote a play on the Creation story. A Doem 

on Creation closely follovJing Scripture v-ras also used. The 

Genesis accounts of Creation and Noah vrere studied consec-

utively. 

(3) Goal Deterr1.ined 

The utr2ost effort is taken in annroachin1r Scri1)-
- .L ..__, ,·. 

ture to make it meaningful to the child. The phrase, 

nThink 1·-Tith God e.bout the meaninf; of thisJ1 is used over 

and over again. As additional stories are read and verses 

repeated they become increasingly meaningful. One of the 

. . . . . . 
1. The \:'!inter and Easter issue, 1952, contains many more 

ScriDture passe.ges than the issues here studied, and 
children are urged to choose some of the verses to mem
orize. 
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airns for the Sumner issue is to acrnJ_aint tbe c~1ild i:d th the 

Bible. 

b. Extr2-Biblical T.>terial 

JvT.usic is a large ~oart of these devotionals. Snecial 

hymns carrying out the ocheme core contained in the book. 

Ff1.ny otb.er ll.'~rrnns C're m.lgp:este~1 also. Poe1~1s ;?re ofte11 11sed. -

seven in one Donth. As •.-~ith Bj_bJj_cal material, so 1':ith 

extra-- 'Ri bJica:L r1aterial the lc:rvr of reDeti ti on is const.s11t, 1~\, 

in e ~'feet to :filJ vrit,h meaning ;;]_J ':rors(dp me.teri':J.ls. 

tures ;:"re another natural p8.rt of the devot=i.ons. 

entirely life-centered rather 

r-· '-~J.C-

yet 

·oresent the relatior'. o£' 3crinture to nature and l:.umc:m life. 

of the ''-'ors!Ji1J in this booklet, so tb.e story forrn is lJ.Sed to 

Tb.e L:utumn-Christcas issue introduces the 

member of the farni accor:Lin:r to their res~'Jecti ve Gg.e~,~, 

t1.·relve, ten, ei~·l:t, 2nd five, nn:l cP,rr:i_es them through 

many a ne·- advent1Te th~t sll c~ildren eRn enter ima~inative-

c.s.-'Jt,urer:l_ in act:i_on o.nrl. snSTlense, rn.any 1')ernlexin·~; ouest ions 

are .:msvr~red, e.tti tudes c-'l.re _forr;<,ed unavares, ,:>nd Scr:i. 'itv.re 

is bronc~ht into J.ife nat,ur<'J.J.l:'• 

c. 'l1hen.es in the J.:·editA_tion 

(1} Elements of Faith 
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A number of meditations deal ,,ri th scientific 

knowledf"e Bnrl. relate it all to the Ereatness of the Creator 

God. The nrinci nle is set forth that God vmrk s throui?h 

orderlv nrocesses both in the Universe and in man. The 

children are R:uided to the con cent that God is more than a 

power or order; that He is a lovinr.· Suirit found in .r:ood-

ness is emphasized to the exclusion of all other charac-

teristics. One poem su)!gests that the beauties of Autumn 

can be called God. It is strongly enmhasized that God is 

Father of all. B1r lovin,rz God and one another one becomes a ,I 

child of God. 

The emnhasis concernin!J: Jesus is on His teachinrTs. 

He is honored above all men, is S8.id to be like God. TT • ElS 

knm,rledrte of God is exnla.ined thus: HI-Ie knev-r God 1-·rell be-

cause he tried each day to live like Him that others too 

l "'1 . mi'-'·ht l<::no'lf.r .. "- After his death it vras his lovinf:" snirit 

that lived forever, and t.he Church p:re1·r out of his memory. 

Concerning the nature of ,o-ood and evil, selfish th 01.1.d1t s 

and not doing one's share are considered nroblems in a 

child's life. Punishment for vr:ronfl-'-doing is explained as 

entirely self-afflicted rather than coming from a God iHho 

is love and ~oodness. 

The Bible is internreted as a record of man's search 

for and discovery of God rather than God's revelation to 

• • • • • • 

1. Thoup_·hts of God li'or Boys and Girls, Summer, 1951, VoL 
16, No. 2. 
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man. Bib1icA.1 8.uthorshiu is st8ted as uncertein yet aT)-

urecistion for i-:leas in the Bible is 8ncnnrao;r::ci.. Jo:' in 

nossessino: one 1s ovm Bible, P.n:i ii-:;s inmortA.nce at Church 

School ie. su;:::r~·ested in s~cories. The -locurnent theory of t!1e 

so1J.rces is -'?Dnlierl to Old Test~c::::1ent S cri 'Jture 6 :\n a.tter:mt 

ls rJ.ade to reconstruct the gathering of stories into the 

'I'~lere is de.finite te;:lc ing on the correct outloo\: on nra,rer. 

(2) Annlication ~o Life 

Stories of ideal ho~e relationshins are the means 

used to help in Christian adjustments. In some devotions 

children .gre c8.usecl to think in their nraye r time o:C' better 

'·re.ys to J.i ve tor:::-ether in the home based on s-.-)e cific ScriD-

JGtll,..e verses. 

T1·J.ere is little mention of suffering ::;ncl ac:ivers:!.ty. 

The one reference noted \·~as at thanksgiving time and told 

the st.orv of 8_ h-v-mn of thanks v;ritten in the n~:;_dst of deeT) 

su~f:fering. 

Thought r•uest:Lons ere as'·:ed such a.s "VJhat can you 6.o 

to \-:ork VJith God? n Concrete ideas are m.1ggested and chi1-

it easier for everyone in the home. The motivation snrings 

:from 2. love for God ;:'n(l desire to vmrk in accord:~nce 1'·ith 

His r112n of love. Somet:i.c'oes the -'lD-oea.J is more to the 

intellect than to the heart or moral standards. 
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Patterns for Christian living are interpreted to boys 

and girls .::ls sharing joy v.rith the sick <mci_ lonely, grovving 

in peace, undersJcanding oti1er races, unselfishness and 

thoughtfulness :for others. 

Children C:1 re urgecc to te?,lk vd.th their .f<:nnily about 

great (J.Uestions th2.t ~ouzzle them. H~·J1y vrars?n is dis

cussed and they <''lre t,nided to ntbinlc of the things \ve need 

to learn if our vrorld is to be :free from '~'Te.r 8nd h1.mger c:mrl 

suffering." The contributions .smd the limitations of 

scientists are set forth. 

{3) Relationshin vrith the Church 

Again, by means of stories, children are reminded 

of hq1JDY Church School ex·o(~riences ;:md ide<'11 fsmily-church 

relationshi·os. The summer months are time for Vacation 

Chr1rch School exneriences and a S1)irit of anticiDaJd.on is 

created 2s the medite>.tions describe a1·reeks of fun allead. n 

_f.l.nnreciation :for the church is develOlJed in a story of dis

placed persons <:Jho joyfully 1·mrshiped in an attic, recon-

structed into a church. Definite \:-rays in , ... ~h:_ch the church 

helus the needy are described. Inter-church relationshins 

are encouragecl. 

d. Pr.=tyer 

Prayer forms vary considerably. Often the suggestion 

is made: npray your ovm prayer to God, 11 or nuse prayer _ 

and add your ovm thoughts. 11 After a thOUf'71 tful conteml)la-
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tion there vrill be at times a quick transition to prByer. 

Occasionally a str:mza of a hymn or a poem becomes the 

prayer. The Lord 1 s Prc:c.yer or a litany is sometimes used. 

By all means prayer is macle a thoughtful thing. The phrase 

leading into prayer is usu.e.lly aThink 1·.rith God . . . 
'l'he majority of pra.yers are thankfulness, praise, a.ncl. 

adoration. A -ohra.se here used is nvJe are glad . . . At 

times the established languc.ge of prayer is completel~r mis

sing and re.t1-::.er th;:m a :fellovrshi-r:: vdth God it a-o-oears to be 

a nraise of nature t s beauties alone. As i.s suggested above, 

creativity ir:-1 a -orinci -ole often used in these prayers. For 

ex2.mple, the chj_ld is asked to take the initiative in thc:mk

ing God for sollle of the exneriences he has had that clay. 

Another aspect present to a degree is a prayer for forgive

ness. Confess:i.on is exnressed in such phrEl.ses as, m;;e l1ave 

failecln or 11 vre are sorry.:: They are led to ·pray for them

selves in relaJcionshin to others: :;use us to heal their 

nain and tears.a 

'3. Hethods Utilized 

a. Amount of 'I'ime 

These devotions can be read in five minutes. Though 

there are daily suggestions they fo1lovr no set pe_ttern and 

are designed to fit into the short snan of attr:Ontion the.t 

childr<-:m .have. 

b. Provision for Gradatj_on 
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Perhaps the ima,ginary Vlood family indicates the range 

of ages that would be interested in these devotions, orat 

least the fact that a gro,Hing family is involved. 1'hough 

written :for individual children, the suggestion is often 

made that they think the enclosed thouc~hts v'i:i .. th their family 

and talk over the thinrc:;s that nuzzle them. Many farnily ad-

ventures are portra.yed and a council hour is suggested, all 

by means of stories. 

c. Amount of Flexibility 

Creativity, it has been seen, i.s the keynote of these 

materials. The:r me.ke use of a great variety of resov.rces 

and suggest a number of activities l"ihich do away 111rith mn-

notony. There is a certain element of' revievr and re-oeti tion 

that might carry a certain monotony. The entire attitude 

is one of suggestion - Find the scrinture • • • look un. • • 

think • • • discuss • • • sing your favorite hymn, etc. 

d. Use of Suecial Celebration 

Such seasonE:l celebrations as I-iay nay, Arbor Jay, 

lJiother' s lay, r,:emoria.l Day, vacat::_on trips, Children t s Day, 

July 4th Camp, Birthday of Vacat:Lon Church. Sdwol, Labor 

Day, Th2.nksgiving Day, Christmas, and Nevi Year are vroven 

naturally into boys r and girls' \vorshi:o exneriences. 

J.i'. HeartJ:1stone 

l. General Descrintion 
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a. Attractiveness 

The raonthly periodical, Hearthstone, 
1 

is published by 

the American Bantist denomination, and "~Has first issued in 

October 19'-~9, as the Ba-otists came to realize their imper-

ati ve assignment to hel1:) the Hod ern home to develon a strong. 

conviction that the 1-mrk of the chu.rch and the parents can 

no longer be unrelated. 

Some covers are more attractive than others, but they 

all suggest a f<3_rni1Y ma.gazine. Some of the themes are a 

healthy, smiling child, tvw children and autumn leaves, a 

baby and a dog, a mother and children, a ±'ather pulling 

children on a sled in the snovi, and a grandmother vd.th a 

box from the florist. 

b. Organization 

In the heart of this magazine a double page is devoted 

to rt?Torshi D in the l~'amily vr.i. th Young Children. 1' The p;;.,c;e 

consists of printed pre.yers and poems, a sketch, a hymn or 

tvro, Bnd a short meditation for the month. Beginning in 

ll'ebruc-J.ry, 1952, the title vras change to nR.esou.rces ?or ir!or-

ship vdth Youn.g Children" and the various poems, songs, 

stories and Scripture were gathered into weekly suggestions 

in connection VJith the Church School material. Four age 

groups are re·oresented and indicated v.ri th each sele ctj_on: 

. . . . . . 
1. The issues studied cover the months of Se-otember 1951 to 

Jviarch 1952. 



-71-

Nursery -3, Kindergarten 4-5, Primary 6-8, and Junior 9-11. 

In December, 1950, the planning session for the general con

tents of the year 1952 was held. At this time they dis

cussecl the importG.nt problem of helping families Vli th young 

children attain a more effective plan of family \"lors·;,_ip, 

vrhich vrould account for the increased organization and 

helpfulness of this page for family worship. 

Other helpflJ_l features of the magazine include tt A \rTord 

fron: The !;JorcP1 v..rith an accompanying picture on the title 

page; articles on the lives of great men; i'iction stories 

for children; articles of value for youth, for parents whose 

children have grm,m U}), adults 1d th no children, adults 

ready for ret:Lrl";men·c, and. granci11others and grandfathers; a 

family counselor's page; a page on what the churches are 

doing in .family ]_j_fe; a study guide for parents on one of 

the a.rticles of im~oort; noems scattered throughout <=md 

activities for children as well as book and record sugges

tions. 

c. Cost 

Each copy of He<0rthstone costs t;,,renty-fi ve cents, or 

for five or more copies to one address, t~_.-,renty cents each. 

'J'hey a.re sixty cents a quarter and .s_ single subscrintion 

costs :)2. 50. 

2. Content 

a. Biblical Yfaterial 
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Bible stories over a seven month's period cover four 

Old Testament stories and eight New Testament stories about 

the life of Christ. Several references from Proverbs are 

1J.sed and Psalr:<! 136 is suggested as a Thanksgiving Litany. 

T, . d ,.. d . .._, t' .. 11e rem<nn er oi passages are cone erne vn vn ne teaclungs 

of Jesus in the Gospels and Acts, and some of the Epistle 

teachings. 

£-lost ScriDture selections consist of one to t1rm verses· 

in length v-rith the exception of the entire chapter of Luke 

2 and Psalm 136. The l\Jloff;::~_tt version of the Bible is mwted 

once or tvdce, and Bible story books, as Jane's Tell f·Ie About 

Jesus, are suggested for general reading j_n connection vri th 

the theme on Jesus. The brevity of the Scripture pass;;1ges 

suggests the aim of making the Scri Dtt~re that is used, 

1·1ieaningful for a small child. One general aim is realized 

that of guiding young minds tm.,rard a firm d.epende nee on 

·God's ~ord in their daily lives. 

b. Extra-Biblical Iviaterial 

Songs e..re a p0.rt of most nonths '· devotions. The music 

is incl1rled on the worship page. The songs are specifically 

children's songs except for one or ti·io hyrrm tunes. Songs 

learned in the Church school are also utilized in the later 

issues. It is suggested that family enjoy such great music 

as Handel's HEessiahn for ChristnE.s. There are numerous 

poems and such general literature as nThe Vision of Sir 
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Launfal. rt A picture study is included for I~'Iarch and taken 

from the Primary Pupil's Book. General stories about an-

imals and Sunday experiences are suggested from the Church 

School curriculum. 

c. 'fhemes in the Fiedi tat ion 

Themes carried out in the Worship suggestions include 

n·vfe Thank Thee, God, For Friends, tt nThank You, God, For Our 

Church,n nsing Thank You To God,n nchristmas :fl!ieans Joy,tt 

nThe March of Days,n 17 Consideration For Others,n and UJesus.n 

(1) Elements of Faith 

God is presented as the loving Father and friend 

of all. Jesus is presented as the friend of children and 

the teacher about God. The essence of his teachings are 

summed up in one ~,rord: love. His death is discussed briefly 

vrith emphasis upon his attitude to'V'mrd those responsible, 

and tov1ard those he loved - an example of sacrifice for 

the sake of friendship. 

(2) Application to Life 

The meditations are first of all directed to 

parents v.rith helps for children. One issue gives the nar-
. .L 

ent direction in helpinr~~ his children to learn kindness, 

loving, sharing and forgiving. nr ... ove one anothern is the 

key note. The prayers provide motivation to do things God 

vmuld have a child do, and the poems shovi hm·r Jesus under-

stands and can help the child do as He should. Grmm-ups 
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are shovm that thev can guide friendshiu tovmrd nersons - ~ . 
of other races, religions and lands. Regarding the pres-

ent - ~iay problem of atte.:i.ning a Christian :_,:orld, the solu-

tion is r)resented as putting into practice Jesus' teachings. 

(3) Relation ·v"ith the Church 

One month r s resources are intended to gu. ide par-

ents and children in thoughts about ti1.eir church. 

d. Prayer 

Pray·ers are most often in the form of nrinted poems 

or informal prose as a guide. There are several for use as 

a table grace. Thanksgiving Day is interpreted as prayer 

and the noint is made that often the real spirit of prayer 

is found nore in s:::)Ontaneou.s e.xprt";ssion than in the longest 

formal prayer of vwrship. The entire rr,editation for Jan-

uary is a :9rayer of gladness for the l\Te;,·; Year in long con-

versational form. In IV:arch some prB.yers are very short and 

sim,)le for nursery children and others more connlex for 

Juniors, depending on the selected curriculum. .tJ.n corticle 

in the November issue entitled, HAre They Learning to Pray? 11 

gives a deli ti onal helps reg2,rcling the nr9.yer experience of 

Junior High boys end girls. 

Prayers of thanl::s in the form of poems appear most 

frec~uently. The element of confession is inc lv.ded in the 

N·evr Year meditation: nwe are sorry for the nistakes we 

have made.n Petition is seen in the thought, 11 J_,eacl us 
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through the day,." and .intercession is nade for one's enemies. 

3. Methods Utilized 

a. Amount of Time 

The time required for ci.evotions in these magazines is 

indeterrninate. The September to ~Tanuary issues seem to 

assume that family nay have only several 1)eriocls of vmrship 

d·uring the season, or even one special one a month. The 

?ebrt.FJ.ry and lV1arch issue fill un the vJOrshiu page vdth more 

abundant suggestions for v:eekly vmrship 
1 

but the time element 

is left entirely to those who plan their use. 

b. Provision for Gradation 

Though the v.:orship material itself is devot eel to uarents 

and children, such articles as ~tFai th and the Unhappy Ear

riageH should prove helpful to young married couples. The 

expectant parents are reached by the church in such articles 

as nExpecting? So Is Your Church.n The poems, prayers 

and meditations on the ·o:orsh:Lp page are intended to help 

p2.rents f-::l,J_ide their children's development in Christian 

living. They ar~:e guided in helping a child understand the 

spiritual signific2.nce o.f the festivals. It is felt that 

parents cc::.n best guide their child.' s reli,gious grovrth 1-zi1.en 

they kno','T 1:·rhat he is learning and thinld.ng, hence the ne'.'l 

emphasis on the church school curriculum. Numerous other 

articles in the magazines give encov.ragement to family 

vv-orship and the aknow-hm-.'11 in its various asnects. The 

advantage o:f the use of church school rnaterials :for the child 
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is that he is not confused by too much 1 nor too varying 

materials. The child's love of the familiar is appealed 

to and he has the joy of sharing his church school exper-
-

iences vrith interested parents. 

c. Amount of Flexibility 

There is a f-Z'reat deal of flexibility in all the elements 

of vmrship in this magazine. All material ·is clearly plan-

ned as resource, vv-ith the advice that the parents determine 

those that ·will be most meaningful in their mm fe.mily life 

and select "chem accordingly. Poems suggest further family 

discussion and each member can share in the things to do 

that have been added in the 1952 publications. 'l'hese sug-

gested activities gro·w out of the belief that the most ef-

fecti ve v-rorship results in action. A special ·worship ser-

vice is nrovided for the family's Christmas observance. 

1. General Description 

a. Attractiveness 
1 

The Upper Room is a daily devotional ,guide issued six 

times a year for family and in eli vidual use. It claims an 

. . . . . . . 
1. This devotional is approved and reconNLended by the Board 

of Evangelism of the T·!Iethodist Chur'cl1 and the United 
Church of Canada. The issues studied cover the months 
of July-December, 1951. Reference is made to the J'iiay
June issue because of its relevance to family v-mrship. 
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unbelievable circulation record of over 2,300 ,000 copies 

distributed in the home edition alone. In addition there 

is a circulation of t~r.rel ve different lan,guages and sixteen 

editions all topether. 

The colorful masterpieces on the cover are the first 

feature that meets the eye. One finds the pictures to be 

purposeful, for inside there is a page of internretation 

written by Albert E. Bailey. The magazines here analysed 

have cover themes of Raphael's Sistine Iviadonna, cia Vinci's 

Last Supper, and I\lillet t s Gleaners. The Iviay-June issue 

deviates from the Bible theme, in a sense, v.:i th Uhde t s 

ncome, Lord Jesus, Be Our Guest,n a fitting theme for 

Christian Family Week. 

b. Organization 

The meditations are organized around a different sub

ject each 1,,reek. The subjects are not necessarily correlated, 

covering rather a vride variety of Scripture meditations and 

Christian experience. Each meditation is ir'rritten by a dif

ferent author from various parts of the country. There are 

t'\'JO special numbers throughout the year, the lay vrl tness 

number vJ"ith articles contributed by lay men and vmmen, and 

the VJorld Christian fellowship number vd th meditations by 

Christians throughout the vmrld. The elements of each. day's 

devotions include a key scripture, suggested Scripture passage, 

meditation, prayer, and a short thought for the day. 
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c. Cost 

A single copy of The Uuner ~oom costs ten cents, ten 

or more co-oies of one issue to one address, each five cents, 

and a subscription for tvw years, or t•:To subscri-otions for 

one year, one dollar. 

2. Content 

a. Biblical 1_\j,aterial 

The majority of -oassages used are the teachings of 

Jesus found in the Gospr::1s, and the teachings of all the 

Euistles, vri th sporadic reference to Old Test2.ment passe.ges. 

(1) Choice of Passages 

In the August issue under the ~,r;:-eelc r s series en-

titled noutdoors vrith Jesustr several stories of Jesus r 

parables and healing rd.nistry are assigned in the Bible 

reading. The topic, :'Rejoicing in Faith, n contains a 

num.ber of' stories from the Acts. During Jecember ·oc:.ss2ges 

from I::atthel·r, Luke and John are v.sed constantly as various 

Dhe.ses of the Advent story are presented. 

The r2ference to nature in August involves the con-

stant use of the Psalms. 'fh.e 1-·ree before Tb.nnl:sgi ving, 

aJ_t,errl.a..,ce S'J.ggesticns are • n t' glven,one rrom ne Psctlms, tl1e 

other fron thG NeH Teste>rr.ent for the sa.ke of t}·J os e in the 

arned forces vrho have available the Pevi Teste.men t only. 

A reference in Job is used once. 
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( 2) I'Teans of Presentation 

The length of the portions read averages about 

five to ten verses a cl.ay. 'rvm vieeks in July contain the 

onl::r series of consecutive nass::t.ges. Entitled nrnedita:ti ons 

. I" , t• , ·rm' n· _, J b " t' , 1 n ln 1e ore>:rs · 2J:1Cl · l.n.e '-'ilaracter oi o , ·· ne aeve ___ onment OJ. 

these books ancl t)·leir "':1ost climactic nor"cions are brought 

out. 

( 3) Goal Deterr:1ined 

JurJ.ging hy· t~he r~rea.t varietv of ;Jc::. ssages used, the 

net hod of slcinping around in .':~cri rrtv.re, vii th the nrirro.rv 

er:mhasis on doctrinal teach:i.nr:s of :C'ai i::.h c-mJ nroctice.; it 

1.-rould seer:1 that the go:::tl behind the use of Scrinture iS to 

contribute to a mat11.re, adult Christi<'n ·2Xnerience. 

b. ·:2;xtra-Biblical Laterial 

'l'bough there is 2.n ;:=;_bsence o:: any r:-msJ.c, thPre is Pn 

A.blmcia:nce of short stories or i1lustrA.ti ons tnken from 

life. Jue "co tbe contribution of SLlch e_ ::"reat c:.core of 

neo·ole fro:-:' all 1ra.lks of life, in all narts ot thr'O vrorlcl, 

these 2"1edit::-tions r0.re e;cceed::i.ngl-- rich in this field. As 

was noted earlier, the art on the cover and its internre-

tation form a definite nart of the .lec.l resources for .. ,ror-

<""'\ • , -r~ ' 

o:r. -c. ne L::>_s·c Sun~er covers both the front 

and. back cover. 

(l) ~lc~ents of 7aith 



(1) -:nerr-lents of ith 

ther, Creo_tor, end Eeder::-mer of the 1Tni-

r~ood' that the BP_be 

of Bethlehem-~tJr:lS ~~ocl come to ec:1.rth. 

The heart of th __ e uur-:->ose of th:Ls devotional :mar:>'azine 

nv1y be summed 1}'Q in the follm--ring rmnar1~ of the '-::ditor: 

"In Cl".r:i.st 's nam? vre are -onttj_n:<; fort1· D_ tireless effort 

to v;in others to ;=tccent Christ ,s_s He::leeo-,,er and I\"fl_ster. :,l 

The above nurnose is evident in all six issues \-;hich nri-

1·nari1~T focus on a nersonal r-::;1ationshi1) '_-:ith Jesu,s, the 

Saviour, Ii'riend, liel:)er, Burd.en-beaer .' His saving r::re.ce 

<)ovrer :=ore is Eis oneness 

·vjith the F?ther. and is Hesurrection life. One striking 

testin~onv is that of a EiroshimP. victirl v:ho \·rrj_tes of Hin, 

"Christ our hOl)e.'; Cor1mitment to Christ is expla.ined :::mel 

urged, th_e ;natter of choice being made Glear. 

There are several re:::"erences to the Holy S·oiri t "'s the 

Guide_ of the Christian, Rnd the ~i ver of insi2~ht bv H5_s 

presence. 

Sin is inter'Ol"eter:l 2s utterJ.y ::ii stc-l.steful, yet E'. 

factor in human life until blasted from lives b:r God r s 

. . . 
1. Potts, ,J. IIanning, j __ n the editor:i"l of 'l,1,e TJ12_'?er ~o_Oil1, 

Sentember-October, 1?52. 
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recl.eening pm,;rer EI.nd love. There is ::1lso some em'Jh.asi s on 

the teaching of na spark of divinity in every mann - the 

inner cana.cities and 1mrealized possibilities of man. 

Scrinture is presented as nvrords to live by," :rpure 

seed, 11 n not void. ' 1 There is a series on The "-''orcl in Dec

ember, in connection -vd th Uni vers?,l Bible Sunda~' and on 

npreacl:.ing the T'IorcFt in ,July. The high ·ournose of prayer 

is em_;)h;=>sized in a series of lessons as vrell as at other 

times. 

'Ehere is considerable tea.ching on the life eternal. 

Tl;.e rru.<3~ it y of abundant life brought by Jesus Christ, 

be:dnninn; here and nOiv, is contrasted -vri th the Old Testament 

enmhasis on life as ouantity. 

(2) Application to Life 

The series on nour J;I:i.ssion to the Home" :for a -vreek 

in Eovember gives s·r)ecial thought to Christ r s ple.ce in the 

home, focusing attention on godly family living in contrast 

to the discord and unha·::>piness of 1mchrj.sticm homes. On 

Thflnksgi ving day the fa.mil;.r is led into them kfulne ss for one 

another. 

Ther:~ is not a month that nc'sses -vlitl•out abundant hel n 

for th.-0\ n~;.merons hardships faced by the fa"1ily. The series 

on nThe Character of Jobn is rich vrith teaching concsrning 

suffering. There is keen awareness of a 1-.·orld that is torn 

assunder "<'lith shattered hopes and a Cllristie.nity the.t has 
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suffered deep nersecution, as seen nr·.rticu.larly in the \'!orld 

Christian Ii'elloviShin I'Iumber. But throughout it all there 

is ')resented the provision for courage and a conouering 

faith. 

A strain that runs through all six magazines is a moti-

vation to Christian service. I-t is shovm that inactivity 

with regard to God-given talents is actually a lack of 

faith in the gu.idance God offers, that is, in t - ' .r1e co:l~rnD.l1Ct 

gives, and a lack of vision to see the great need of the 

vmrld. 

The matter of vTitnessing, p2-rt of the ~)attern of tb.e 

Ee 

Christian life, is further clarified as not being Berely by 

vmrd of mouth but by daily conduct. Princess 1~:ilhelmina in 

her devotional thought conceives of the nortrait of Christ 

as being seen in the Sermon on the Mount and increasingly 

in the Christian. n_\-_,1othP_T'' ;_ .. _,l"l_· ter 'orJ.· np·"' out the f'"" ct t-'n"'t - --~ • "'c:>.::J -0.~ ''·-= 

this Sermon is not ideal only b1J.t practical and real. 

~-:orld conscious vrri ters vvil1 naturally l'lri te of prP-s-

ent ::_ay problems. Dr. Frank Laubach oi' the '15orld Literacy 

_ Prograrn. interprets the vmrk of United Nations as obedience 

to Christ r s com::1and to love one r s neighbor. The anpeal of 

Cor:mnmism is di scussecl and the importance of Christi Ems 

1:mrking to 1:!.?.rc:l social ,ju.stice shmm. One man v:rites of ti'TO 

vmrlcls: the 1·rorl::i God ra s made ancl the -vmrld man has mangled. 

(3) Helationship T.-:ith the Church 



In the study of nature during August the 1)0int 

is m.ade clear that nature is no substitute for the House 

of the Lord. Snecial Church )ays as :_'orld 'Tide Communion, 

Re:forrnation Jay and Universal Bible Sunday are alluded to. 

The challenge of I'lissions and the urgency of harvest is 

presented. Avenues of exnression are suggested, as prayers, 

t2.l ent.s , ,gifts , money, and lives . 

d. Prayer 

Suggested prayers are printed at the bottom of each 

page and on the back cover; the latter sOlnetimes includes 

a tab1e gre.ce and other sneci2J_ized ·orayers such as nA 

Mother 7 s Prayer For Her Young Son, n li A Patient t s Prayer for 

Patience," etc. A book is advertised as useful in teaching 

praver to children. 

ThanJ-cs <lnd nr2.ise are usu::>.lly the first ex;')ression of 

the daily pr;:J.yers. A desire for forgiveness is often ex-

pressed, sometir:1.es follovring the nat tern of ;)avid 1 s Peni

tential Psalm. At times the pray-ers are absorbed in ador

ation. The petitions "'.re on a high plain and there is a 

sense of daily cornr:nitm::.:.v:t 0

GO God's i'iill. Prayer for others 

includes those in the home, at 1·mrk, a.nd in the v:orld. 

3. I:Tethods Utilized 

a. Amount of 'l'ime 

The daily devotions in The lh:mer Room can be read in 

an average of five minutes a day. 



b. Provision for Gradation 

For a young couDle not established in the habit of 

family devotions The UDDer Rgom articles occasionally en-

courage it and ernDhasize its im;)ortance. The '::ide range of 

ScriDture passages and teaching i'oi' the Cl~ristian lii'e 
.... '--' ---

should contribute to spiritual advancement for those Dar-

ticule.rly vrho are able to discern spiri tu.al ·truth from the 

parabolic Dattern of the meditations. 

Parents .·:;re regularly urged to give their children a 

basic Christian heritage, ~r_nd are reminded of the effect 

the home atrrosphere has on a child. Often ill-ustrations 

1-dll be c1.raV~rn from children, and none can lmov.; the irm.:l ct 

as poignantly as a parent. Christ is alwavs set forth as 

the head of the home. These articles are in a real sense 

a message from parent to parent. 

For the growing fa~ily there are several suggestions 

such 2.s c-"tlling a fa:-.1ily confe:r·ence, checking up on vJhethe r 

Jesus is at home in the home and a rmT,inder that Detty, 

selfish 'days -.-::.re determj_ned by v:hether one is in or out of 

harmony vri th God 1 s love. Old age is revered <:m d some il-

lustrations refer to the saintliness of those of more mature 

years as examples. Hm,rever, the need for communion 1Ti th 

God, so often mentioned in these meditations, aDplies to 

all ages alike. 

c. Amount of .r!'lexibility 
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The pattern of The Unnc:r £\ooro. rernains strictly the 

same. Yet t,he content is widely var i·ed, and the pre sent a-

tion of the pm·rer of the gospel aro'}_nd the vrorld is a most 

unique c:.ccomplishment of unity in the midst of di ve:csity in 

a magazine. 

The amotmt of participation i'Tould vary v.d. th the incli-

vidual family <1s they creatively ~rrorked it out. 

d. Use of Special Celebrations 

One feature not yet mentioned is Jche special vwrship 

service for Christmas including prayer, scri·oture, songs 

and thoughts for rD.editation. Iv\lCh is done in other devo-

tions also to nror:1.ote S1)iritual preparation for Christmas 

in contrast to material. Even icle.::.s for Christian g;i fts 

are included. 

July four·ch is anot~1er holiday that is tied. in v!ith 

the topic for the vreek on Christian liberty. · Thanks-giving 

Day is surro:mdecl vii th the thought of God t s blessings. 

H. 'l1he Christian Home ---------·-- --

l. General Description 

a. Attractiveness 

TT l The Christian nome is a monthly nublication v'Iith many 

• • • • • • 

1. .Lssues studied. inclur:le the I'f:ay, August, September, Oct
ober, I~ovember, and Uecember issues for 1951. 
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attractive features and helpful articles for the home. l"fl' J..ne 

blending colors of the full sized cover as vrell as the sub-

ject.s pictured contribute to its desirability. The scenes 

range from small children at home, to a portray2.1 of school 

days, to a famil~:l ';.;i th older youth"m 1mrshi D about the fire-

place. Tl C- . i"'. 1 , ' 1e hrJ.stmas cover con:ro:Lns a "coaacnrome picture 

of the original, nAdoration of the Shepherdsn by Van Dyke. 

Throughout the magazine there is Em abundant supply of pic-

tures vrhich nre of interest because of their fclr'ily annec.l. 

b. Organization 

This rna~J:azine cont.-o' ins numerous ;:o rticles, a Photo 

feature, stories, ·oage on parent t s problems, a study guide 

for parents, and a daily devotional guide for fa2ily vror-

ship. In the latter there is a snecial theme and purpose 

for the month. Under this main theme the devotions are 

divided into sub-themes. Each day and date is indicated 

and the form of the devotions cr:,refully outlined. The c;en-

oral fon~'1, though varied at times, includes Scripture read-

ing, meditation thought, dir'ected discussion, and prayer. 

A number of so1Jrces are taken from the Chilcl Guic;l_a.n ce mag-

azine, ancl. R~a.dE:Jrr.§. Di!?:sst_. In the issues examined here 

three authors have contributed the cievotional material, 

Laura A. Athearn for four months, Ech-..rard [)aniels and Edvrard 

Staples for a month each. 

c. Cost 
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The rate for annual subscription to The Chr:l§_!,j_.an 

Home is tvro dollars; it may also be purch.:wecl for forty 

cents a 0uarter. 

2. Content 

The life of the family seems to be the center abont 

v·rhich all Biblical, extra-Biblical, Fe eli tati ons and Drayer 

revolve. 

a. Biblical Haterial 

'l,he Gos1Jels and Acts provide numerous incidents in the 

lives of Jesus and the disciples that are chosen for the 

Bible readings. Familiar Old Testament stories are re-

called, and in one instance a member o~ the family is asked 

to read an Old Testament portion and tell the story. The 

Psalms are suggested for reading often during each month 

th .,...,1 b T .._ ' • 1 h t u b as are - e ~rover S. ueSUS ue8.Cl1J.ngs anCl Y! .a ue means y 

them together With the many Epistle passages are the most 

v.Jidely used. 

The Bible selections are never very long. All ouota-

tions frori1 Scri;Jture in the magazine itself are taken from 

the American Standard Version, the Hevised Standard Version 

or the F'offatt translation, depending on the \'iTit er of the 

month. The goal deterr1.ining the use of ScriDture is ex-

Dressed in the October issue cluring the special service in-

itiating National Bible 1ifeek: nrt is our Duroose as a 

Christi211· family to mc:tke the Bible a guide to every day 
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Daniels is r'1ore s·oecific <:l.s to his purpose bel1ind 

the use of Bible Dassar::es for the r-1onth. He urges that 

they be seen in relationship to the science of the day in 

=vvhich they Here i'Tritten 9nd that :rthe message of the Bible 

for our generation:; be honestly son.r-h.t out. On occasion 

the Bible selection has no direct bearing on the meditation 

but is chosen for its devotional value. The method of m.em-

orization is suggested froD time to ti2e. 

b. Extra-Biblical IvJ:aterial 

Each month t s matcc:rials include tb.ree or four hymns 

to learn alonp; vlith the devotions vrhi ch fill these h:rrms 

with meaning. A musicPl nrelude of oiano or recording is 

often sug~ested. General Literature is often utilized -

poems by Stevenson and JJongfellm·;- in particular. There is 

almost C!.n over-abundance of noems of all types. During the 

Christrrras Season a s"cuciy is made of Christmas art as unrt 

of the 1·rorshi p exuerience. Instead of complete stories, 

the medi t2.tions e.re full of illustrations centered aronnd 

life situations, sorrle more re<,1.l th.::<.n others. 

c. Themes in the Yeditation 

The devotions for J'.;'ay develop the touic, 111 ~hat Makes 

a HorYle Chr:i.stie.n?ir In Av.gust thoughts center around Chris~ 

tian -~·riendship '-"Tj_th urim_c-;ry emDl'l:c~sis on the perfect friend, 

Good health for the 
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fe.mily is the theme pursued in September and from October 

to December ther:1es center on human relationshi-os: the 

Christian cone ent and. unity thro u~~h felloN-

shin vlith God nnd 4Ghe exannle of Jesus; Cbristian attitudes 

tm·mrd those beyond the borne, esnecially il'l coranunity re-

lationshi·ps; and a combina.tion of home e:md cornmun:Lt y r;:ood 

vril} . ., as tra.cli tion.9.1 custom.s and synbols of Christ:·,;as e.re 

spiritualized to crn1nteract the materialistic nractices 

of modern life. Central tbemes for each month c<m be seen 

thron.R:l<.out ·the entire magazine. 

( l) TI:lement s of Fr:ti th 

God the Creator is nresented P.s a denendable God, 

• Perhe_i)S 

Drimary em:ohasis is giver ... to Gocl. r s love and care for all. 

Ee is said to be the Friend of all people, the pood and the 

be-l d. 

One \'Triter enmht=?sizes ~Tesus Christ the Son of God as 

divine, a n:oart of God.~: '\not~:.er ·,·;riter sneaks of IUr: as 

the greatest teacher \··rho evc::r lived. His life of love on 

earth as an ex.3.r:1:)1e is the center of interest, yet an at-

te~-ot is made to inter:oret His nresent relationshin to the 

home as the li v:Lng, !JTovdn?.:: Spirit of zooclness. 1if".ether 

refer to Jem1s or the third Person of the Trinity is dif-

ficult to deter~ine. 
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S:i_n is mentioned b:r one i..Titer as disobedience to God.' s 

la~·:s, and Cl. herdened conscience the result. The Bible is 

acc1a:i_,·1ed ti1e r:reEttest o.f' r:ll hooks, th.e '~or1d r s P:reatest 

devotional literature. lt is internretei as a record of 

Old Testament characteri~ as 

not the highest level of Christian teachings. 

(2) ~nnlication to Life 

As has been seen, faFJ.iJY relationshiTlS in the 

Concrete ideas for getting along together are constantly 

sted. Periods o.f tronble crisis are 2nticinated 

' . 
c~J_s c-:, s.s e c-

ono~ic denression or hard tAs~s; the nrovision of ~ stron~ 

found::J.tion oJ~ :fc~_i t~·-:_ i11 so thc:ct the ~qiJ.l 

:~n e·::J.ch issue. 

Cl; risti ::>j1 vi rtnr-;s 

are constantly set forth. In one case in D~Jrticulc::.r the 
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(3) ReJationshin :'ith t,he Church 

T}ler'~ is only- sli!="l1 t n:.ention o:P the ;-:ork of the 

chnrch at 'wrne or abroarl in u~ess six issnr:;s. SluJ.r:1t:,y is 

n:ade """· snecial clay in the devotions hm·reve:.", c:mcl the f.?_nily 

is challen~ei to be Go~'s helners building a better ·orld 

b'~r coor)er:::;tin.c: • .. ri th otb.er Christi2:11 v:orkers in the \:orld. 

The form of ::)ri-:1Ye1~ ve.ries gre2.tl:·' each nonth. I;_t 

a bene'iiction used n.t the close of esch devotion::'.l ryerio~'l. 

·Cor one month. Sentence :)rayers or si.lent ')r.-::;y8r is also 

sug~·:?sted. A tE:.ble ~.cr2.ce is incln:lecl in tlu·ee issues. 

::i vin2: time • r_rhere is 0. lc>.rge E':!ler:ent Of petition for hel·o 

of neerts about them. At tiPes the nray-ers are JeJ into a 

con~fess:Lo11 of s.ll >:·-'ron;::·;doing fJ.nc:_ :::•_ n -ore.yer :cor ·,:·or ?;i vene .ss 

~ ~ethods Utilized 

TllO"!.l., 

F~·Lrmt(:;s, the 3Yo:;r.~:;e tir1e t::-,_ken for these devotions :L.s 
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h. Provision for Gradation 

Youn!?' married couples, or youth about to take this 

steD v.rill find some helpful art,icles from month to month 

in the body of this magazine. Hmvever its approach is 

primarily directed to Darents and as the \'Tors hi -o title in-

dicates, t11e devotions are for the grm·dng family.· 

A special provision for young children is on the first 

page of the clevotions - a group of selected poem and songs 

from v'ihich the child can choose. r~:-uch atmosphere is pro-

vided, especially durin;.:;: the Christmas months. Each author 

::rives special directions to the parents on hov.r to use the 

devotions for best results, according to the a~es repre-

sented in the home. 

For the growing family lessons are learned from the 

familiar and vrell loved. Children's language is spoken, 

and v'Then nevr v.rords are u.sed. they are carefully explained. 

For older children discussion topics are often provided. 

c. Amount of l"lexibili ty 

Questions are included at the close of the devotions 

to stimulate thoug,ht and discussion. Parents are con-

stantly advised to vary the vmrship experience so that it 

is meaningful to each member. Once it is sug;gested that 

children clra1'1)' a picture of the story. :Many other activities 

are prescribed for the family - arranrd.ng a T'TOrship center 

'A for vmrship, tri Ds to the vmods, making a creche and p:reet-



ing car-:ls toc;ether. The provision for discussion enables 

each family to relate to their personal experiences the daily 

meditations. 

d. Use of Special Celebrations 

School holidays such as Columbus Day and Armistice 

Day are reco,,·nized. Hallovreen is made v.,rholesome - a time 

for family fun. Christian Festivals as 'fhanksgi ving and 

Christmas are celebrated and the idea of sharing all these 

special occasions of family fellmvship vvi th others is sug

gested. The Christmas celebration starts on the first day 

of December in order to beat the commercial preparations 

that are made. Dedication is a key 'i.'Tord for the devotions 

in ':Phe Christian Home. In October there is a home dedica

tion service, and in December the greeting cards, Christmas 

tree an'J. Ne1Ar Year are all dedicated on separate days. There 

is also a special Christmas Eve service and a Christmas gift 

service. Provision is made during one month for special 

family devotions for a birthday. 

I. Summary 

The purpose of this chapter vJ"as to analyse selected 

devotional material for family vvorship in the liEht of the 

criteria set forth in the previous chapter. 

Today is a small, neat booklet put out by the Pres

byterian Church for family or individual use. Topics full 
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of human interest and spiritual insight are sup1)orted by - - ., --

a wide core of Biblical content, a correlated hymn and the 

meditation vlnich centers in an illustration and application. 

A very close relationship to the church is fostered. There 

is some provision made for all ages, but the direct approacl1 

is to adults, especially in the Bible study for each month. 

Disco~ery is a magazine for the parent of junior boys 

and e;irls as a part of the ne\:J" Presbyt~erian Curriculum. 

Keyed to the life of the home as tvell as the life of the 

church, Di~~_ov~_:r.::.y contains Bible readings for three months 

of family devotions. 1!1Teekly letters and other helpful 

articles encourage worship in the horne. Some su~gestion 

is made regarding family correlation of the materials. 

Day Q.y ~ is a booklet found in the last ten pages of 

the Junior Workbook provided by the Presbyterian Church for 

a junior's personal devotions. It can be used as a guide 

to family ~<'mrship or as source material for occasional ' 

variation. The vreekly content is most meaningful for a 

child and is supported by his Bible story book. 

Thouqhts of God for Boys and Girls is prepared three 

times a year by the Connecticut Council of Churches for 

boys' and girls' daily devotions. The use of extra-Biblical 

material is its most outstanding feature thus supplying 

family ','iorship vlith rich resources. The vvriters, i'rell 

qualified educationally, r~et close to children's experiences 

and direct them Godward. 



-95-

Hearthstone, a monthly marazine of the American Baptist 

denomination, appeals to the fa..mily at all levels through 

its attractive contents. The double page devoted to Hi:<Jor-

ship in the Family 'Hi th Young Children11 gives specific 

vreekly resources related to "che church school material. 

'rhe Up-oer Room is a vr.Ldely used devotional published 

bimonthly for individual or .family use. The meditations 

are single units on a great variety of subjects, and are 

contributed by Christians around the vmrld. The material 

is especially rich in illustrations from life, freshly 

dravm from the vrri ters' experiences. Its main impact is 

in the area of sniritual help for times of need. 
~ '· 

The Christian Home is an attractive magazine from 

cover to cover, indicating purpose in all o.f its organiza-

tion. 'rhe pages on devotions for t,he family are most com-

plete, and designed primarily for a creative vmrship ex-

perience in a growing family. 
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CHAPTER III 

EVALUATION OF SELECTED NATERIALS 

FOR FAMILY i!mRSHIP 

A. Introducation 

The criteria determined for evaluating devotional ma

terials he::ve been used in analysing seven devotional guides. 

\Vhile these guides vary in their approach, content, and 

make-up, they are similar in purpose, namely to :S'lJ.ide fami

lies in satisfactory vmrship experiences in the home. The 

next step, then, is to evaluate the findings. 

The fact that the issues analysed do not exceed ei .o:ht 

months, and involve a different number of contributors each, 

shall be taken into account in this consideration of find

ings. Because of these factors judgements may be altered 

on some points 't'lith a consideration of more items. Hovrever, 

the pattern will remain the same. 

Charts vrill be used as means of :making graphic the 

results of the analysis based on the given criteria. Com

parative value of the guides vlill be revealed. An evalua

tion vrill follow on each major point in the criteria: me

chanics of the books, their content, and the methods they 

have utilized. 
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,· 

A.ttract 1-0rgan- Cost 
Devotional jiveness izatio No. of 

Issues Sinm;le Yearly Scale 

Today <T ..,_ 
A -·- 12 @ 

't? .05 c;.. 
<\i) .60 ') 

.) . 

$ 
home 

Discovery X h 
•t - ' .35 $2.00 1 .. 

church 
,p.l I 
.;p ·+0 

Day- by Day X )+ 
Q .20 d~ .eo - 1? 'i? 1. 

' 

Thoughts 
of God X ~·- 3 

&'> • 30 c'- .90 h • For Boys 
.,. 'if> tf!l 

and Girls 

Hearthstone ·'- 12 d~· • 25 <lf•2 50 6 • -·· - ·.P ~p • 

The Upper 6 
tt· 

• 10 $ .50 2 • 
Room - X ~H> 

The Christi<. ~ -·-
_,_ 

12 d\. .Lr-0 (.' 5. Home -·- -·- •!l> ~p2.00 

~ 

quarter 

KEY: ·'- good _J -·- -
X - averat-e Scale of Expense 
- - limit.ed 1. least expensive 
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c. Comparative Value of Selected I~iaterials 

According to Structure 

There is a general neatness about the appearance of 

that contributes to their effectiveness. Hearthstone and 

The Christian Home magazines are unusually attractive from 

their large sized colored cover to their numerous arti.stic 

features throughout. Day by Day does not attempt any art 

\.'iOrk save a sketch or tvm, yet its DB.ges have neatly spaced 

printing. The Um)er Room has the one attractive feature of 

a colored cover but because of the still life portraits it 

is classified as less attractive to a lively family on first 

contact. This is not to say that taste cBn not be developed 

for this conservative and truly J?:reat art. It can be seen 

that nictures are the contributing factor to an attractive 

devotional f'Uide. 

Some devotional booklets excel in Food organization 

l'rhereas others have limitations alonp this line. 

Day and The Up~oer Room are easily follovmd, thoup·h The 

Upper Room lacks a certain correlation due to the plan of 

daily contributors. Tod~, thou.Eh a small pam1)hlet, is 

1·tell organized to include many helpful features~ Tl-'!..Q_l!_?:h.ts 

of God for Bo_y_s §l_nd Girls is very carefully and purnose-

fully !)lanned so that certain materials can be used over 

and over ar::ain, thus fillin.r::: them \.'d th meanin.~ in the 
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four month period. The Chri_sj::._ian Home shov·rs an e.maz ing 

piece of 1-mrkmanshj_D in the vray the entire maQ·azine for a 

month is built around a timely theme. nis_~O_\C?L'!: holds a 

vrorthy pur;)ose to interest pe.rents in the im·oortance of 

family 1'TOrsb.ip, but is limited in atte.ininP that aim be-

ca11.se of crm-rdin~: so 1:mch material toc·ether that the anneals 

to narents are covered over and somehov.: lost. Hearthstone 
--·-·-------~-·-

is in a state of transition and is steadily develoning a 

more inclusive orga:nizat:-ion in its i-vorshi p helps. 

The cost of 1.-·rorshiD materials available i.s an impor-

tant item in establishinrr: family devotions for meny homes. 

The Presbyterian denomination considers the project imnor-

tant enoudl. to nlace the maqazine Disc;;:_overv in homes :free 

of charge and provide for Juniors their '\"lork book contain-

ing the devotional Da;r bv Dav as ':rrell as the 2.nnual Bible -' _.......;_--
story readin_e: book, the church bearinr:': the expense. Some 

churches may not be able to afford it, in v.rhich case it 

\vould be an expensive venture for the home to undertake. 

The Upne:r: Room is the next most reasonably priced, follmved 

by the Todav because it comes more often. Tl:wu_Phts .Qf God 

is inex·t)ensi ve because its material is combined in only 

three yearly issues:. The most exnensive materials are t1·Jo 

provide many more features for the added exoense. 

D. Chart on Content of Selected T-Iaterials 
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E. Comne.rati ve Ve.lue of Selected }\i=aterials 

According to Content 

1. Biblical Content 

As a .~lance at the nrevious chart v.rill reveal, all 

devotional guides here studied are unanimotls in their se-

lection of nortions in the life and teachings of Jesus, 

~' d .... . 1 1 t. 1 t. .... .._, -n • • 1 d. vne r OCurlna anc prac lea por lOllS OJ: uDe .!:'JplS'C es, an _ 

related teachinp-s of great Old Teste.ment pronhets. All 

devotionals refer to the Gosnels at the Advent See.son. The 

teachin~s of Jesus are considered by some authorities to be 

most important in devotional value for childhood and ado-

1 lescence. J:,Text to the Gosnels come the great, Psalms, ac-

cording to these same authorities. Here again over b.alf of 

the devotionals make the u\.•rorld t s classics in the literature 

f ~ t . tt . ..., 1- • t,· B . 1 l d . , 1 ..._ . o Ctevo -;lon a mEtln 1 ea\.,-ure ln 11e l ) e-rea lng se_ e c ul ons. 

All devotionals refer to the Psalms at Thanksgiving time. 

As vras suggested in Chapter I, many of the Psalms lend them-

selves naturally to the exneriences and needs of even a 

child. The least reference vras ma.de to narrative portions 

of both Testaments. The Bible stories in Todav are chosen 

accordinc; to the themes, and used for the primary purpose 

" ' . 1 l . bt. t . h ,... . b t , or xng1 __ lg _ J_ng a cer aln p_.ase or -c, _e s ory, 1,vnereas 

• 0 • • • • 

1. Cf. 'deigle, Luther Allan, and Tvreedy, Henr:~ Halle.m: 
Training the Devotional Life, p. 4g. 
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a means of interest to the young child; Disq_ov?ry also 

realizes the value of giving the background story of the 

reading for the sake of the child. :9_a~y Qy: Da.-.y s·upplements 

its daily devotions vrith the use of a Bible story book. 

Since Biblical material varies in its devotional values 

for specific ap:e c;roups, the variation of Bible content in 

these devotionals bear a significance on the ages reached 

effectively. 

1,oday, perhaps, has. the most in Biblical content, vrith 

its provision for monthly book st,udies as vrell as a vride 

general presentation of all Scripture. Hence, it could 

claim an instructional value in Biblical kno-vrledge, along 

with a devotionD.l value. Use of various versions is a com-

mon practice ,,Ii th each devotional guide. There is a sli?ht 

variation in length of nortions. Day Q.y De.._y, Thourrh-:....ts of 

God, and Heartl-:tst_~ contain very brief passages, the first 

tvm capitalizine on the capacity of a junior to read, and 

the third considerin,&:: the very young child and his limit-

t · m 1 th • ' • l d • 1 -'-1 a -lons. Lle o ~ er £c~naes provlc e a me .lum engv_1 passage. 

2. Extra-Biblical Content 

The Chrtstian Home and Thour-:hts of God are most out

standing in their use of extra-Biblical resources 1-vhich can 

contribute to a greatly enriched Norship experience. 

Hearthstone nrovides these sources to a lesser de_cree 1'.8. th 

the various ages and interests of children in mind, vrhereas 



-104-

Today makes 1..1se of these elements on an adult level. 

3. Neditation Themes 

Th.e Unper Room and Today contain the most extensive 

vie·w· of the six elements of faith considered important in 

the criteria. The Upper Room most often emphasizes the God

head. Yet neither devotional is overbalanced in its doctrine 

content, for both are high in life application. The level 

of this life application, hm·rever, does not involve all 

ap:es alike. By means of parables or symbols spiritual truth 

has been applied vJith amazing ease and conciseness. In the 

brief compass of tv-ro paragraphs the devotional phrases a 

challenge so as to strike at the heart of mature Christian 

adultst experience, or give direction to stimulae youth to 

consecration and emnov.rer them for effective Christian li vin,o:. 

Both Todav and the Unner Room breathe an atmosphere of a 

living Lord and constantly urge a personal relationship 

vrith Him. This quality is not as noticeable in Thou@).ts of 

Goq and Chri_sij.an F-ome though attempt is made to approximate 

it in both. The elements of faith are present in the latter 

but both emphasize primarily the relationship to man as an 

outgrovrth of faith. Conversely Today and Unner Room give 

only gen~al suggestion for the out'tvorking of an inner faith 

through human relationships. All other devotionals in one 

degree or another are concrete in terms of action and there

fore suited to boys and girls. 
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It should be added that elements of faith are liable 

to vary in the same devotional "'ri th the change of vrriters. 

Thoughts of God as a v;hole, though emphasizing Jesus and 

God, tends to1':ard a Unitarian position in the presentation 

of God. The Christia12 Home emphasizes Jesus as an example 

primarily. The Presbyterian materials hold forth a loyalty 

to Christ as l'iiaster, and The U"Q~JZ Room, for the most part, 

holds the basic conservative tenets despite the daily change 

of vrr-i ters. Hearthstone has a very simple, elementary ap-

proach in beliefs. 

4. Prayer 

All devotionals provide a pattern prayer VIhether poetry 

or prose, that proves valuable in directing all members of 

the family into the terminology and 1.dde vistas of prayer. 

Hov;ever, Day .Qy Day, Thou,!!hts of God, and The Christian 

!:lome go farther in leading the family to spontaneous ex-

pression in,prayer- a freedom that is important if one is 

to grovl in his prayer experience. 

The Upper Room and Today contain most aspects of prayer, 

though they are not alirJays couched in langu,age intelligible 

to children. The others are carefully planned to make pray-

er meaningful for children, but are limited in most aspects 

except that of Thanksgiving which is the first natural ex-

uression • 
.J, 
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F. C01:1parative Value of Selected l1aterials 

According to Nethods Utilized 

Each devotional analysed is a valuable guide to put 

into the hands of families V>Jho say, nvre h.ave no time for 

family vmrship. u None exceed ten minutes, and usually in

volve only five minutes. Here the importance of organiza

tion is again felt, for if a devotional is a jumble of too 

many thoughts, nothing of lasting value is carried over in

to busy lives. The text in Today and the thought for the 

day in The Upper Room provide for this needed impetus. 

The Christian Home carefully carries out a theme from vreek 

to v.reek. The repetition of thoughts is helpful for chil

dren. DiscO'I[.E?_J;'..Y, Hearthstone, and .Thoughts of God do not 

require any definite time and do not contribute strongly in 

building up a regular habit of the worship experience. 

2. Flexibility 

Today and Tne Upp~~ ~oom, because of their exact form, 

are limited in variety and possibilities for participation 

unless parents are skilled in making use of them creatively. 

Di scoverv allm"rs for some flexibility in connection vri th the 

use of Day R.y Day. Hearthstone and Thou,g:hts of God have a 

great deal of variety and can be termed resource material 

for a creative family to use. The .911ris"t!_ian Home is the 

only mater"ial vvhich can boast of re,gularity vrith variety. 
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3. Use of Special Celebrations 
• 

Todav and 'l,he Upper Room make mention of legal holidays 

th1iS' indi'taiin2" their appeal to adults in the business vmrld. 

'l,he Christian Home and ThouEhts of God include a large number 

of school holidays and special days of interest to children. 

All devotionals include the major Christian festivals. 

Today goes a step further in emphasizing special church days, 

as does The Christian Home in providing a birthday service 

and nu~erous dedication services. 

4. Gradation Chart 

Young Parents 
Children 

Youtl. 1'-Iature 
Devotionals Couple~ tfoung Grm,Ting Adults 

Today A H p p p A A 

Discovery A A p p 

Day by Day A p 

Thou.C"hts 
C) of A 
God 

Hearthstone H A A A H H 

The um;er 
Room- A p p p A A 

The Christian 
H A A A H Home 

KEY: lJ .. Eost Adapted 
p Partially Adanted 
H Help Provided in Special Articles 
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By examining the above chart it I'Jill be apparent that 

The UpRer Room and Today carry an appeal primarily to youth 

and adults, vrith a partial adaptation possible for younger 

members of the family; that Th~- Christian Home, Hearthstone 

and D=!:_scovery magazines provide a vrealth of material for 

parents and their gro1rring family; that Thoughts of God and 

Dav bJL ~are especially aimed at a gro-vJing age level in 

the family, and as vmll as serving an individual purpose, 

can be useful also as resource for fanuly use; and that 

these materials often contain additional helps for young 

married couples and youth rather than direct worship appeal. 

G. Summary 

On the basis of the criteria concerned vrith the mechan

ics, content, and method of materials for family 1rmrship, 

the seven devotional guides selected have been compared for 

their value. It vras found that the most attractive ma

terials are the magazines vJhich contain pictures as a con

spicuous feature. Some are limited in value because of 

haphazard or monotonous organization. The material that 

offers the greatest variety is also the most expensive. 

The main content of all the guides consist of the 

life and teachings of Jesus, and related materials from 

the Old Testament. A fe1j.; of them provide narrative Bibli-

cal material 1-.ri th the interest of children in mind. The 

meditation themes reveal a divided emphasis: one group 
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centers on sniri tua.l truth vr.i. th a general B.pplication in 

terms of challenge, vrhereas the other group is life-cen

tered -v,ri th only 2. vague spiritual content. Only three 

guides vary the prayer procedure to encourage spontaneous 

expression so that the individual •:rill not become bound to 

an entirely formal prayer exnerience. 

All guides adhere to the principle of brevity but vary 

in their attainment of flexibility. The Chr~_stian Home 

leads the group in experimenting -v.Tith a good nu:mber of va

riations vJhich best 1J.nite the family before God. Though 

each devotional can be adapted at least partially to the 

gro,Hing family some are more suited for adults. 'I'he mag

azines for th!C; home do not provide vmrship guides for youth. 

or the aged, but a.rti'cles that meet other specific needs 

of this age group. 
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CHAPTER IV 

SU]!TIYIARY AND CONCLUSION 

A. Restatement of the Problem 

The home needs helD if it is to be!sin family vmrship 
- -

and carry it on successfully to the spiritual grovvth of 

all concerned. The church, ''lhich alone can give this help, 

has res-oonded phenomenally to this need in recent years by 

providing ne-vv materie.ls for -vmrship in the home. The pur-

pose of this study has been to examine selected devotional 

materials for vmrship in the home. 

B. Summary 

The publications of three major denominations vvere 

selec·ted for a given period of time. Criteria t:Tere organ-

ized by first investigating the difficulties involved in 

family vrorship. It vJas seen that time is one of the great-

est problems to surmount. Furthermore, if an aid is to be 

adequate it must provide for the needs of each family member 

vmether three or ei~hty three. Since most homes represent a 

vnde range of ages and capacities, a flexible program, it -vvas 

discovered, vnll bring best results. Judging the essential 

content to be the Bible, extra-Biblical sources, implicit 

doctrinal beliefs and prayer, a study was made of their 
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use. Fine.lly the mechanics of a devotional - a.ttracti ve-

ness, orr:·aniza.tion and cost - 1'rere realized to be sir-nif-

icant in the overall scheme of thines. 

Next the devotional cruide,s, seven in all, v'rere care-

fully c:malysed on each Doint of t,he above criteria. TodaY., 

thou:?:h similar in pattern, was found to be comnlex in the 

abundance of Biblical content, chosen in connection with 

monthly themes.. The added features as -vrell as the concise 

meditation - challen!J'es 1·rere aimer:l at adults. TJiscoyer~,C, a 

n.grent-teacher ma~azine, reve.?.led a nro ject of the Pres-

byt,erian church to enc.e.o:-e the home in its Christian teach-

inP oblio·e.tion. It provided a bare outline of daily Bible 

readino·s Bnd brief, sce.ttered suc:·p·estions on· method, more 

often a nersuasi ve AD1Jeal to ini tic:tte family v.rorshin. Dav 

bv Dav t'ras seen to be a nrovision of the Presbyterian 

church school to foster the habit of daily devotions in 

the life of it,s junior boys and 'drls, -v·rith the hone that 

it vmuld served as a Rl.J.ide to family T·:orship, perb.aps in-

"-" "t 1 • 0 l 1 
• " t ' l"ll a.uJ11Ira uln,z l , JY J.ni orma __ snerlnP oi 1JA.ren cl.l1Ct cl1l_c • 

bution to a child t s devotional life accord.i.nP to the anal-

ysis. Variety of pattern and \·Tide use of extra-Biblical 

.sto:tJ.&. rn!:3Yazine nroposed by the American Ba<Jtists "chree 

years acJ'o rela.tes the home a.nd church. Only in the la.st 

:fevr months, it •>ras observed, have the vrorship SlJ.G'Itestions 
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been .r:raded and specific vreekly resources made available 

for the :fe.mily •iii th you.nr:c ch.ildren. The !!_:gper Room is 

recommended and used by many churches to su:Jnly the homes 

T·rith daily 2lJ.idance. The nBttern is the same throuv·hout, 

the A.im be:i.n~7 to 1·r.in others "co Christ as their Hedeemer 

and I:~a.steJ~., Th.e rnetl1ocl j_nvo]_ves re]_atj_n_p· the 1)0Vver oJ: the 

:·J'ospel ::J.round the v.rorld to members of the home. The Chris

tian Home is a maP'azine similar to H~artl1_§1_~_q_pe prov:1.r1ed hv 

the I·:Jethodist Church. There is little emnhasis on church 

relationshiD. r:·aximum aid is 2:iven narents in how to con

duct family vmrshin 1;rj_th e.A.'tensive content that is ro·e2.red 

to relationships in the home and cornmunity. 

Finally, the findinFS of the analysis were charted 

and a conmarison vms made of the values of each devotional 

r:uide. It \'!as seen thc>.t haDhazard or monotonous oro·anitza

tion hindered the effectiveness of s orne ,01.lides. The map

azines v-rere most attractive by virtue of the numerous pic

tures, but more of a financial strain to the family than 

the less eXiJensi ve r:levotiona1s. All ,guides SOUfht to lead 

from vrorshin to life action, but one :-ro1rp tended to be 

Bible-centered \d th a r:enera1 sniri tual stimulus, the other 

life-centered 1trith concrete action but vreak sDiri tual stim

ulu.s. Prayer ex1Jression vras c·oocl as far as it v.rent, but 

only three made effective su;::·r:estions the t 'Hould allovr for 

rrm,r'ch in free, informal exDression. A •t.reakne ss ,,,Tas found 

in most materials rer;·ardinp the de.:::>ree of flexibilitv re-



-lllr--

But each denomina-

tion is m8.kinr-· some strides tovre.rd reachinc:; the fE'.mily on 

its c;roded levels. ~Che Presbyterians divide their efforts 

bet'l'leen youth and adul"cs on Jcbe one hand and D2rents :::ith . 

. r~rovrinc:~ children o:1 the other. The Amer:Lc.s.n Bantists at-

termt to rG.?.ch t:.l1e entire :fs.mily in a monthly Derioclical, 

but snecialize in HOJ."'shi<J resources for the famil:,r vTith 

small children.. The T-:ethodists are utilizin~=:; both the 

·oeriodical ~1ith adult cont~ent and a magazine •Hhich, d.es-

l)ite so:c1e 'l·reaknesses in content, stril:es at t.ne hif'hest 

e.mount of family unity., 

C. Conclusion 

In thi:=; study it -v.ras a revelat,ion to t.l-..1?. \"Trit,er, first 

of all, to see that devotionB.l material of this sort has 

stJ.ch a \•Tide and vital contribution to make to the daily 

Christian life of young and old alike. Certain limitations 

have also been revealed i·rhich drive one to s:;1ecif:Lc con-

elusions P.nd sugge-stions: 

1. I\fo one material meets the needs of each a:::~e. 

Careful instruction in adaptation is needed for best results. 

Some ~0dcles sur'_:r:;est tl18.t •J·'='rents aci.a·ot the rn.ated.21s to 

chil::lren t s lanc,11a and e:;:perience - an im1)racticaJ su::;-

sJcion for ;:;ome pe.rents vrho still neec~. Fuidance on. h.m·r to 

no so. Even nersnasion to start family vmrshiD is insuf-

ficient ~:-,ri thont an outline to ;:::i ve clefini te inroetus and 
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and direction. There is, further, a need for instruction 

on hm·r to brinE children 1 s resource material into fc:nnily 

lJ.Se. 

2. Imnlications 1·-rere seen in the fact that ad.ults 

must adjust their 1·.rorshin experience vrhen children are 

small. It.v·muld be 1·.rell to nrovide them 1'rith material 

which stimulat,es their personal spiritual :::ro\·rt.h on the 

side. Hovvever, there is a d.:smamic experience of grm,rth 

involved in a democratic sharing of ideas, and the very 

examnle of a child's direct, sirmle appro2.ch to God c2.n 

be refreshing. 

3. The lack of variety in adult vmrshiu material may 

presume too much, e.nd as a result hinder adults from. at

taining full f:"rmrth in nrayer and knovvledr"e of the Bible, 

the vrorshi ·o ex1')erience becominC"; less vi brant. 

4. The e;eneral trend is tovlB.rcl the use of church 

school materials as resource :for family devotions, '>rith 

the exceution of The phristian. fiome vrhich makes use of 

S})ecialists in the field of the family. T~1e use of church 

curricula reflects the nendulum svring of curricul1..1.m to a 

life-center. This is a dan:;erous move in the sense that 

character education may lack the firm roots of doctrinal 

Christianity. The nersonal relation to Jes·us Christ, so 

1)rominent in adult devotional books tends to be va cr·ue in 

TI1aterials ·nhich an·oroach the child level. 

'rhouo:rh it can not be said that the Scri1)ture is 
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searched daily in these devotions, there is value in lead

ing the family into a climate of Scripture each day in a 

devotional attitude and supplying God 1 s direction for all 

of life. Though very possibly the family vrill grovJ beyond 

these valua.ble aide, they are means "V'Jhich the church has 

put at the disposal of the family unit in order to estab

lish firmly the devotional life. If they are carefully and 

prayerfully used, they vrill be the means of molding a Chris

tian home. 
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