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THE CONTRIBD'r OF 
TM PROTESTAJ:1T fu\DIO AND T:SLEVISION CEIITJ:.:R 

TO CBRISTIAH EDUCATION 

DITRODUCT I ON 

A. Statement of the Probler:1 

Broadcasting is the eighth vronder of the modern 'Horld. 
For the Church rnot to make use of radio and television 
'tvould be a$ unthin1:able as if St. Paul had refused to 
travel in ships, or Luther and Ca.l vin h.s.d looked dmm on 
the printing press as unworthy of fheir use. It's 
frightening but it is challenging. 

Such -vms the testimony of Herme.n L. Turner in an 

address in which he nresented information regarding the 

Protestant Radio and Television Center as an important agency 

for Christian broadcasting today. Turner, as a member of 

the Board of Trt1stees of the Protestant Radio and Television 

Center, speaks 1·Tith authority on this subject. In his message 

he says that there has been marked progress in the religious 

use of radio and television vii thin the past five years and 

that the Protestant Radio and TV' Center is rneeting a real 

need in this field, both throuch its unique service and 

thr01.1gh its cooperation ·vJi th the Broe.dcasting end Film 

. . . . . . 
1. Clayton T. GrisHold, quoted by Herman L. Turner in an 

address to the 1955 meeting of the General Asse:r1bly of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., Department of Publicity, 
Office of the General Assembly, p. 4. 

-vi-
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Commission of the National Council of Churches. 

Any consideration of the use of radio and television 

by the church today presents such a large field of study that 

it is necessary to make some delimitation in the subject for 

such a survey. A study of The Protestant Rad:Lo and Television 

Center has been selected that there might be a focus on one 

agency in this field. Further delineation is made in the 

subject by consideration of the contribution of this agency 

to Christian education. 

B. Timeliness of This Study 

To date, as far as is knmm, there has been no study 

made of the contribution of The Protestant Radj_o and Television 

Center in the field of Christian education. Due to the 

phenomenal gro-vrth of this Center s:tnce its establishment in 

1949, and because of its service inter-denominationally and 

"tvorld-"l,ride, a survey of its program seems timely and an 

appropriate phase of this consideratj_on of radio and television. 

The follo1:1ing statements present some revealing 

facts regarding mass communication in this modern age: 

Seventy-five per cent of all Anerican homes are nmv TV
~quipped. This means that 34,ooo,ooo families have invested 
$13,50o,ooo,ooo in TV sets. 

Ninety-eight per cent of all American homes have rad:to 
sets in use. 

Youngsters in homes vri th TV spend on the average about 26 
hours a \'reel< 1vatching TV a.s compared ~:Ti th an average of 
24 hours a i,veek in the classroom. 
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In homes ·ui thout TV, radio is listened to a little over 4 
hours a day and about 1 hour and 44 minutes a day in,homes 
1.vhere there is also TV; an average for all radio homes of 
2 hours and 26 minutes a day. 

In homes vdth TV the average number of hours a ~ay given 
to TV is reported to be 5 hours and 24 minutes.-

Such facts indicate the timeliness of a consideration 

of radio and television as a potential means for Christian 

education. 

One other fact ·v.Jhich suggests the timeliness of 

this study is the nevrs released in April, 1956, that an 

electronic device for recordinr TV programs on magnetic tape 

a..'1d playing them back almost instantaneously through a rJOrmal 

TV system has been perfected and made ready for commercial use. 

The ProtestB..nt Radio and Television Center has been planning 

for its use for the past tvm years and is ready for the 

installation of Yideo tape recording for television 't;Jhen that 

process becomes accepted by the TV stations. 2 

The follov·ring statement from the same lenflet 

emphasizes the significance of this latest development in TV. 

In a layman • s language this ne,,r process of putting 'l)ictures 
on magnetic tane vlill mean as much progress in the communi
cation 1,vorld in a 'l)eriod of about five years, as the progress 
. th t 1 1 d f .!..' . .1- • ..r:> t' "V' t t .... , ~n __ e ra~e i:ror __ . rom vne u:Lme O..L ne o .. , car o ~.~.ae 

jet plane.-

. . . . . . 
1. The Broa.dcasting anc, Film Commission of the !·~at:i.onal Council 

of Churches of Christ in America, 1956, p. 3. 
2. The Protestant Radio and TV Center, Revolutionary New TV 

Tape Process, April 15, 1956, p. 1. 
3. Loc. c:L t. 
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c. Hethod of Procedure 

The first chapter of this study 1·J'ill present informa-

tion as to Hhat the Protestant Radio and Television Center is, 

~ .,., . t . 1 ~t '1 ~ ' t . . t . t . b t . ~ vv ... 1e.t e ~ ~s OCc•. ,ec, vma ~s ~ s un~que con rL u c~on, ann 

1vhat some leaders have said about its service and s1.1ccess in 

this field. 

In the second chapter, as prepe.ration for consider-

ing the contribution of this agency to Christian education, 

there vrlll be a survey of the nature of Christian education, 

objectives and c1Jrrent vievrs, anC. in the light of these a 

definition of Chr5.stian education sta.ted as a basis for 

evaluation. Azainst the back ground of a br5_ef S1J.rvey of 

hoirJ' radio and television are being used as c:m educe 4 onal 

medium by secular agencies, there \·rill be a st11dy of the values 

of educational broadcasting for Christi::<n education by re.dto 

and television. ~!:hen '\d.ll follo"l'i a survey of the p1.:1rpo:::e, 

objectives, and service of the Broadcasting and Film Commis-

sion of the I'rat:Lonal Council of Churches and its contribution 

to Christian education. 

To deterr1ine the special contrib1.:~tion of tb.e 

Protestant RacEo o.nd Telev:Ls:Lon Center, there ,,rill be j_n 

Chapter III a consideration of the relationship of this Center 

to its constituent a1;encies and to the Broadcasting ancl Film 

Commiss:l.on of the Hat:'.onal Council o:f C1l.llrches; an evaluation 

of the present -9rog:ram of the Center as Dec:.sured by certain 
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reactions received; and a revie1:r of ne-vr features in the 

CJ1rist~L2n education field being pla.nned by this s . .genc:1 for the 

da;rs ahead. There will also be projected certain st1ggestions 

for a l)ro the use of Center 

as a medium of Chri::.·tiG.n ed1Jcc::t:Lon. 

Because of the frequent use of in 

at s :l.nstec~.d- of 

full nane of the cy or c:':'mrch referred to c:Lccording to 

the follmring: 

Protestant Radio and Television Center 

Broad cas g c: .. nc1 

National Council of 
Christ in the Uni 
,..1J:.!~.1e1"\j_ ca 

'j?he Prosb;rteria1J 
United States of 

Churches of 
tes of 

~:he Presbyterian Church in the 
Un:l tec1 tes 

Interna.t r.:is s ionctl..,~r Cot1JJci1. 

·PH'J::VC 

3FC 

--- iT. C. C. 

Presbyterian 
0.'1~" ,, ~" c1r TT • ,'~.3 • 
._j "J. '-'I""- ~;·'~ -~ ' , . 

nw 
TV ·Hi11 be t1sec1 intorchane;ec.bly 
often found in the sources. 

th television as it is 

D. Sm:1rces Used 

Since the field of religious use of radio and tole-

vision is a. relatively ne'~i one, there are not m<:my hooks 

available as resource material on this sub.ject. Eouever, a 

feu helnf11l volumes hc:r1re been found nnd are J.istecl in the 
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The main so11rco of infor;-aation foi' this study j_s 

ma .. teriaJ_ Tmbli 

Certain denominational inter-denominat5_onal periodicals 

have been found CorJ:•es•1ondence and other vallmble 

da in tl1.e f::U. es of the r1ade ava5lable to 

perscH1a.l inte:evie'::s 

th reure tives 

l!.s a means for stu of to 

]~1ade available the Prote T 

Cen+er"' a letter - " .. -- ' --- iJas serrt to fift:r persons ~;rrw heve some 

contact ':i th this nre in a tion to e.ns1.;er 

objectively ques ons in this cor;:Enunication. A copy 

of thi.s letter is :I.ncluded as Appendi:;:: A. Thii·ty-one a.ns1rers 

to . , . -cnls communication ·Here received and fro~ these resnonses 

gleanings have been included in Chapter III OL' 
.L i~I1es:Ls. 

th a defj_ni tiol1 of Chri n 

educatj_on forr:mlated and nresented in Cl1.2p·:::,er II, >;Jere 1Jsed 

as a standard for evaluation of co.ntriht.rl-:;:i.on of PRTVC 

to Chr:LstiE'l1 educatlon. The letters themselves are included 

in Appendix c. 
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THE NATl1RE AHD PROGRAl~ OF 

PROTESTA~'T RADIO AND TELEVISION CENTER 
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CifAPTER I 

THE NATURE AND PROGRM1 OF THE 
PROTESTMIT RliDIO AND TELEVISION CENTER 

A. Introduction 

The establishment and phenomenal grov~h of the Pro-

testant Radio and Television Center marks a nevr milestone in 

the Christian use of radio and television. In defining the 

PRTVC and its program, there irrill be given facts describing 

the nature of this Center, the cooperation of the agencies 

represented in it, the location, its assets, and its unique 

contribution to the area of mass communication. This chapter 

also includes a survey of the current program of the PRTVC 

and presents proof of the extent of the service of the Center. 

B. The Nature of PRTVC 

The Protestant Radio and TV Center is a non-profit 

corporation established in 1949 for the purpose of production 

and distribution of religious radio and TV programs for sev-

eral denominational agencies. Programs are not broadcast 

from this Center, but as a production and distribution agency 

the Center makes available to all these denominrttions religious 

radio and TV programs and other aids for audio-visual educa-

tion. In addition they are distributed to local and nehmrk 

stations. The extent of that service is to be noted later. 

-1-
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1. Its Constituent Agencies 

The Board of Trustees is composed of representative-s 

of the duly authorized bodies of the following denominations: 

the Methodist Church, the United Lutheran Church, the Episco

pal Church, the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., and the 

Presbyterian Church u.s. Three educational institutions are 

also represented on the Board and three in the m,mership and 

control of this Center: Emory University, Emory University, 

Georgia; Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, 

and Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Georgia. 

2. Its Location 

f"'_ • ueorg1.a; 

The Protestant Radio and TV Center is located on a 

four-acre tract of land near the c&'Tipus of Emory University. 

The address is: 1805 Clifton Road, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia. 

For several years it operated in rooms of one of the buildings 

of Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Georgj.a. Due to a phenomenal 

gro~~h and to an increasing demand for the type of service 

rendered through program production and distribution, it was 

necessary to have more adequate housing. The Center is now 

housed in its ovm building, the first unit having been com

pleted in the latter part of 1954 and dedicated in January, 

1955. The TV sound stage and related building -vrere completed 

in August, 1956. 

3. Its Assets 

The grovrth of the PRTVC from u a dream" into a half 
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million dollar reality is a remarkable story of faith and 

venture translated into ,,rork: and accomplishment. It is now 

on the threshold of a million dollar expansion program. 

Both equipment and personnel constitute valued assets for the 

Center. 

a. Equipment 

The story of hO'\v the building and equipment for the 

ne-vr Center ~<rere made available and financed is reflected in 

the follmving report: 

The Chapel Studio 1·tas given by the :Methodists in honor of 
Bishop and Mrs. Arthur J. }1oore. The pulpit furniture 
vras given by Hrs. t"ial t Holcomb in memor:r of her father, 
the famous evangelist, Sam Jones. The organ was provided 
by the Episcopalians of the Fourth Province in memory 
of John Hoore 1:val1cer and John Buckman 'tialthour, former 
Bishops of Atlanta, Georgia. The administration 1dng 
-vras given by Presbyterians, U.S. , in honor of Dr. John 
'Macmillan Alexander. The master control room 1·ra.s provided 
by Presbyterians, U.S.A. -

The project was further aided by funds donated by Founda
tions and individuals interested in and concerned vdth 
making available mass communication to those interestid 
in giving the Gospel to all the peoples of the earth. 

At this Center, programs for radio or recorder use 

are prepared from the script stage on through complete pro

duction; and electronic equipment makes possible duplication 

of many as five thirty-minute programs in less than four 

minutes. The new television equipment makes possible similar 

service for religious television materials. There is also 

equipment for distribution of materials. 

• • • • • • 

1. Dedication of the Protestant Radio and Television Center, 
1955, p. 2. 
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b. Personnel 

Supporters t.fuo believe in the work of the Center to 

the point of investment in it of prayer, time, and means are 

an important part of the personnel. Such is the constituency 

of the cooperating denominations 'tmo have seen the value of 

this agency as a medium for Christian service. Other concerned 

individuals have generously dedicated their means to this work. 

The .administrative staff includes technically 

trained personnel in the field of radio and television. The 

·president, John H. Alexander, in itihose heart and mind was the 

dream for such an agency as the PRTVC, and through vmose 

dedicated talents and determination the Center has become a 

reality, has enlisted among his associa.tes men of rare gifts 

as administrators, promoters, technicians, and other profes

sionally trained men. This personnel is a definite asset to 

the Center. 

4. Its Unique Contribution 

The follovdng facts regarding the unique features 

of the PRTVC are evidences of the special contribution which 

this Center makes in the field of religious radio and tele

vision.1 

a. Cooperation betw·een Religious Radio Interests 

It was in 1945 that several denominations in the 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. The Protestant Radio Center, Inc., Story of a Unique 
Venture, PRTVC, c1953. 
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South, who were interested in religious radio, formed the 

Southern Religious Radio Conference. Soon there were programs 

aired over 26 stations. One or more programs have been pro

duced jointly every week since January, 1946. 

b. Special Emphasis on Production 

As the need arose for a cooperatively owned and 

controlled production center, the Protestant Radio Center 

(later to add Television) was organized and a charter was 

granted to it by the state of Georgia. Funds and dedicated 

personnel were provided. There 't·Tas no capital stock. It 

was from the beginning a non-profit organization. The equip• 

ment of the respective member denominations 't•Ta.S shared, thus 

increasing the potential service to each one. This unique 

feature, production, is made possible therefore by the avail

ability today of a $500,000 studio and an ongoing staff of 

trained technicians. The goodwill of local stations, based 

on quality of production, has also been an important factor. 

c. Distribution of Programs 

This phase of the Center's service, distribution, 

increases the use of the varied types of programs produced. 

The denominations keep their respective constituencies mvare 

of programs available and give information regarding the 

method of their distribution through the Center. Modern 

equipment and efficient staff make possible excellent dis

tribution service. 
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d. Inter-denominational Cooperation on the 
National Level 

In addition to the inter-denominational cooperation 

already noted, the affiliation of the PRTVC with the BFC of 

the N.c.c. malces possible cooperation on the national level. 

This is discussed further in Chapter III. 

The values of inter-denominational cooperation in 

this field of electronic communication are indicated in the 

follovring statement: 

Vle can do far greater things together • • • than i:Te could 
possibly do alone. Because of tremendous production costs, 
alone, '1/!e could never produce the high quality progra...-n.s 
that are made available cooperatively through the Protest
ant Radio and Television Center • • • It is a regular 
producer of religious programs for vrorld-1•Tide audiences. 
No programs are broadcast from the Center, but they are 
produced here and sent to :tocal and net1·mrk stations to 
be aired around the 1mrld. 

c. Survey of Programs of Protestant 
Radio and TV Center 

The source for the follm·iing information regarding 

the program of the PRTVC is material published by that Center. 

The PRTVC !11al:es possible an effective use of electron-

ic communication for mass evangelism and Christian teachj_ng. 

A survey of the programs produced a.nd made avaj_lable to the 

constituent deno:11inations, to local stations, and to any others 

,,rho may desire them presents a picture of the viide variety 

and sco1)e of the 'Program of the PRTVC both in the field of 

• • • • • • 

1 I .~... 11 11 ..~--~ 1s 1 " P -'- t t P d · " rrv c t 1 9 5h' • IltJO .. 'i. t..l.!.e viOr_cl, ro~,es an ~.a .lO ana - en er, -- ). 
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radio and of television. 

1. Radio Programs 

The following outline of radio programs includes 

the major ones made possible through the PRTVC. Each of the 

cooperating denominations accepts a time schedule for its use 

and is given full freedom to develop its own programs, assum

ing its own production costs. The follovrlng data regarding 

the various programs of the Center is gleaned from material 

published by the PRTVC. 

a. The Protestant Hour 

This is a year-round religious radio program, 

presenting outstanding speakers from the five denominations 

cooperating through the Center. Each denomination is responsi

ble for one series of programs. uThe Protestant Hour" is u the 

largest continuous sustaining-time religious network known 

now in the eleventh year vrlthout a single interruption.nl 

b. Armed Forces Radio Services 

• • • 

"The Protestant Hour"series is distributed over the 

network system of the Armed Forces Radio Services, reaching 

every place ,m.ere American forces are stationed. Many over

seas service men listen to this program every Sunday as it 

comes to them over the occupatj.onal forces' radio station 

• • • • • • 

1. The Protestant Hour, PRTVC, 1956. 
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and also millions of English speaking peoples living in these 

territories.1 

In the fall of 1956, five Advent programs for the 

Armed Forces Radio Service -vrere produced and distributed to 

radio stations of American occupational forces. 

c. National Radio Pulpit 

Beginning in 1950, NBC originated the summer series 

of this nation-wide program in the PRTVC. John A. Redhead 

and Arthur Moore have participated in the summer series of 

this program. These continued through the four su~~ers--

1~50, 1951, 1952, and 1953. The weekly programs for the 

other months of the year were made possible through the BFC 
2 of the N.c.c. 

d. Sunday School of the Air 

This 't4'as a 'tveekly program presenting an exposition 

of the current SundaytSchool lesson for adults.3 

e. Youth Programs 

This is a series of different types of programs 

beamed at youth situations, such programs as: Living Ideals, 
4 

Tips for Teen-agers, and Youth Praises God. 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. The Ears of Hillions Around the T~vorld May Nmv- Hear, 
PRTVC, 1955. 

2. Cf. The Protestant Radio Center, Inc., Story of a Unique 
Venture, PRTVC, 1953. 

3. cr. ibid. 
4. cr. ibid. 
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r. Special Series 

Under this heading are listed certain progra~s pro

duced by one or more denominations Hho are members of' the 

PRTVC, each responsible f'or the production or the program 

which is then made available to all. 

(1) Upper Room 

The Methodist Church uses the PRTVC ror the pro

duction and distribution or their worship program under this 

title 'Hhich corresponds in name to their 'tvell-l<nown devotional 

booklet. The special Christmas series f'or 1955 or this pro

gram vras carried over 850 radio statj_ons.1 

(2) Find Life 'tvith God 

This is a series of eighteen programs produced in 

cooperation with the Division of Evangelism of the Board of 

Church Extension, Presbyterian Church, U.S.; especially userul 

ror presentation on local stations, for eighteen successive 

days or otherwise. 2 

(3) Pm.,rer \l{i thin 

There are twelve programs in this series presenting 

dramatic episodes based on the book, Released Power for TodaY 

by Thomas H. l~cDill. These programs 'tvere sponsored by the 

Women of the Presbyterian Church, u.s.3 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Now Available--Devotional and Dramatic Programs on 
Tape, PRTVC, 1956. 

2. cr. ibid. 
3. Cf. ibid. 
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(4) Christianity Applied 

In this series of six programs there are included 

instances of Christianity at ·~t.rork based on actual events in 

such areas as: among Latin-Americans in Ybor City, Florida; 

in a big industrial plant; in a baby clinic in a church.l 

(5) Brother Bryan of Birmingham 

In this series of six fifteen-minute progra:ns 

there are presented semi-dramatic episodes based on the book, 

Religiq_n_ in Shoes by Hunter B. Blalcely. 2 

(6) Under One Roof 

This j_s another series sponsored by the tvomen of 

the Presbyterian Church, U. 8., eighteen programs, fifteen·· 

minutes each, deeJ.ing 1.-.rith everyday family life problems.3 

(7) The Fellovrshj:o Recorded Libraries 
of Sacred Husic 

These libraries of devotional hymns and music 

include tine-tested favorites of the church. The singers are 

from the Protestant Fellmvshj_p Choir. The libraries available 

are Piano and :t:1ixed Q'!Jartet, Pipe Organ and Hale Quartet, 

Pipe Organ and Choir, and Pipe Organ Selections. These 

libraries are available on discs 2cDd on electronic tape. 4 

(8) Another Chance 

A series of th~rteen programs produced in 19~- ~Qth 

• • • • • • 

1. cr. ibid. 
2. C:t!. ibid. 
3. Nmv 1vays to Tell the Old, Old Story, Presbyterian Survey, 

Presbyterian Church, u.s., October, 1956, pp. 12-13. 
4. Fellmrship Recorded LibJ:-aries of Sacred 11usic, PRTVC, J.954. 
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Peggy Hood and Dora Chaplin and designed primarily for vmmen 

of the home, presenting problems in family life. This is 

sponsored b~r the scopal Church.l 

(9) HJ,rmn Library in Portuguese 

Prote ssion leaders in Brazil together ·Hi th 

renresentatives of the Protestant Radio Center the 

Broadcasting Film Commission coOl)erated 19 51 in naking 

possible a recording of about thirty hymns Portuguese. 

Nore recently a libra.ry of records by Brazilian soloists and 

choirs, in Portuguese, totaling more than one hundred selec

tions has been edited and returned to Brazil for use there.2 

2. Television Programs 

Allen B. DuHont, the former head of the great 

electronics plant and television net~cmrl\: bearing his name is 

quoted as saying, "Television, if properly used, can be the 

most potent force for the development of religious practice· 

and interest since the printing of the Bible.n3 

The PRTVC, conscious of this tremendous opportunity 

has started forth on its adventure to help TV channels to be 

used for enricrJTient of life and for otb.er educa.t:i.onal possi-

bili ties for the church. The follmdng are programs nm" avail-

able for TV use. 

• • • • • • 

1. A Ne\v 11leel{ly Radio Program, PRTVC, 1954. 
2. Tnformation from .John :t,J. Alexander, president of PRTVC. 
3. Leaflet, Department of Radio and TV, Presb:rterian Church, 

u.s.A., 1954. 
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a. I-Iymnscriptions 

This is a ne''' venture into the field of' religious 

musical programs. The series of' HJ~nscriptions has been made 

available 

to use vrl1en a local minister is to speak over television 
and there is no choir or good music available. .A vested, 
mixed quartet sings vrell-kn01m, much loved hymns. ~Jhen 
used by a local TV studio hymns 'tmuld be chosen by the 
minister, and then the studio -v1ould turn their camera on 
the 'live-voice splaker', the local minister 1\lho is to 
bring the message. 

This library of devotional music on film is, therefore, pro

duced as supporting music for live devotionals or for use on 

other musical TV programs. 

b. Man to Ma..n 

This title includes a series of fifteen-minute 

films for use by TV stations. The messages are by four out-

standing ministers in the United States, each from a different 

section of' the country--Ralph 1tf. Sockman, Louis H. Evans, 

Donald Grey Barnhouse, John A. Redhead. Each series includes 

thirteen messages by one of the four. The series by Redhead 

'tvas produced by the Protestant Radio and TV Center, but is 

released in cooperation vlith the Broadcasting and Film Commis-

sion of the National Council of Churches 1-·rhere the other 

three of the series i-·rere produced. 2 

. . . . . . 
1. Cf. Into All the \1Torld, Protestant Radio and TV Center. 
2. Cf. Television Progress Report, PR~CVC, 1956. 
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c. Put God First 

Presenting an evangelistic emphasis, this series of 

TV programs is planned for use during the pre-Easter season 

but is · t f .~.. t · 1 
appropr~a e or use av any ~me. 

d. A Layman's Testimony 

This is a series of messages by laymen 1-Jho give a 

testimony regarding being Christian on the job. The series 

includes a program given by a mother \Vl'i:1o testifies to the 

importance of the Christian hone. ncoach Bobby Doddu is also 

one of this series, slated for release in 1957. 

Constantly there are being produced new programs in 

this field. ''lith the conmletion of the ne'\v TV iding of the 

Protestant Radio and Television Center, there are increased 

facilities vJ"hich the staff use to meet the increasing demand 

for religious TV progre.ms. 

D. Extent and Quality of Service 

The follmdng stateMents from a publication of the 

PRTVC present a picture of the extent of the service gj_ven by 

the Center in 1955 through its programs. 

During 1955, :nore than 1, 200 stations presented programs 
nroduced in the PRTVC. Every '\·ree:~: in the United States, 
progra!11S are over 740 stations, programs prod1Jced 
in ·the Protestant Radio and TV Center, vrhich neans a total 
of more than 35,000 individual t:Lon programs in the 

. . . . . . 
1. Cf. ibid. 
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year • • • T1,yo programs each 
;;vorld-wide facilities of the 
One chaplain recently stated 
t~ese n-og~~ms 1n ~-Rn~for+ i.~~ ,, l 1. t.. - C"',.j,.. ...J-J.. ..1.. J~ .~R~,:...~l'l... v ' 

Atlanta, Ga. · 

~<·reek are aired over the vast 
Armed Forces Radio Service ••• 
that mo1'e people listen to 
Gernany, each than in 

From another PRTVC publication there coiJes this 

evidence of vrorld-ivide service: 

s ses hcwe come indj_cating that the reach-
in.£'; places ,,rhere it is difficult--even imnossible 
sometimes--to have a minister '.ri th the people--frol:I 
commur:li ties lJ"here there are no preachers, :from the sick 
anc1 shut-ins, from those vrho must travel high-vrays 
constantly, from the Arned ces where there are not 
enough Ch::tplains, from

0
beb.ind Iron Curtain in 

North Korea and Hanchuria.c. 

The qua1ity of service rendered by PRTVC is testi-

fied to in the follm·Jing excer1Jts from letters received at 

the Center, most of them several years ago, from ones \r.rho 

speak out of their e:~::perience of use of these programs. !viore 

recent testimonies are given in ansvrers to a special co!ll.rnuni-

catj_on sent by the 'hTi ter of this thesis, and quoted in 

Chapter III. 

A bishon of North C2.rolina ·uri tes: 

The quality of the vmr~;;: -vitdch has 1)een done by the Center 
is of a high order from a technical point of vim\i' and 
also 'tvi th regard to the consistently superior character of 
the programs • • • additional value: an impressive 
demonstration that Protestantism believes vrholeb.eartedly 
in the no-vrer of a Christian broadcast that is designed to 
provide-the best talent obtainable in terms ~f sacred music, 
worship, education, and nrophetic preaching. 

. . . . . . 
1. The Ears of 1v1il1ions Around the 1'lorld Hay Novr Hear, PRTVC, 

p. 1. 
2. Into All the Horld, PRTVC, p. 1. 
3. Echvin A. Penick, bishop of North Ce~rolina, letter to the 

Protestant Radio and TV Center, September tr, 1953. 
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The director o~ Public Information of Emory 

tJni versi ty v·Jri tes: 

Ny ovm years in raaJ.o and motion -oicture ':J"Ork make it 
abundantly clear to me that the Center can serve an in
creasingl;r useful role in the life of the Church, the 
nation, the 'i;JOrld. It seems to ne the 1(-oriz-Jns are limit
ed by nothing except ot1r mm ingenuity ...... 

From the ~resident of Columbia Theological Seminary, 

Decatur, Georgia, comes this testimony: 

I feel that the Protestant Radio and Television Center 
represents one of the truly significant cooperative 
enterprises in American Protestantism. The -vmrk ifhich 
has already been done there for the strengthening of our 
Protestant Churches and for the spread of the Gospel of 
Christ is amazing. I feel, hovrever, the,t vrhat has already 
been accomplished is but an indication of the fa2 greater 
possibilities ,,,r.hich lie before us in the future. 

The president of a local radio station lJrj_tes: 

Your method of approach in a vrelcl:i.ng of the various denom
inations together for a unified presentation has done 
much to solve nany of the problems of churches and broad
casters alike; vre certc:dnly do knovr from our mm experience 
that this progranming is filli:qg a lone-felt 1-1ant and 
supplies a very de~inite need.J 

Chaplain (l.!ajor General) Charles I. Carpenter, 

chief of Air Force chaplains •m.•i tes :tn regard to 

Advent season programs. 

Once more v;re are looking for-vv-ard to the Advent season and 
the need for Armed Forces Radio programs to fit the 
nre-Christmas Deriod • • • vle "~:rill need five tapes for 
release on Hid~Jeek Devotions beginning after Adv11,nt 
Sunday. VJe are agcin calling upon you for help. · 

• • • • • • 

1. Bradford D. Ansley, letter to the executive vice president 
of the Protestant Rc"dio and TV Center, August 14, 1953. 

2. J. :HcDovmll Richards, letter to PRTVC, April, 1956. 
3. Harold P. Danforth, (Orlancio, Flo:;:•ida, l'IDBO), letter to 

president of Protestant Radio and TV Center, !·Iay 17, 1951. 
4. Charles I. C2.rpenter, letter to John N. Alexander, president 

of PRTVC, August, 1956. 
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From Franklin Clark Fry, president of the United 

Lutheran Cb.urcb. in America, comes this testimony: 

The southern synods of the United Lutheran Church in 
America have found the Protestant Radio Center an excel
lent medium for e. nevr, Hi£e ministry that 1-ve Lutherans 
't•Jelcome enthusiastically. 

E. Summary 

In this presentation of the nature of PRTVC it has 

been noted that it is a non-profit organization established 

for the nurpose of production and distribution of religious 

radio and television programs for several denominations. It 

. t' -"' . t ..::! • t . l ~s, J11ereJ. ore, an J.n er-uenonnna J.ona_ agency. This is 

evidenced by the personnel of the Board of Trustees vJJ.'l.ich 

represents five denominations and three educational institu-

tions. This Center though located in the South, in Atlanta, 

Georgia, renders a service in many areas of the United States 

and even around the 1>1orld as "The Protestant Hour", one of the 

important programs is distributed over the neb,mrk system of 

the Armed Forces Radio Services. The assets of the Center 

both in equi~or:1ent and personnel, indicate the phenomenal grovrth 

since its establishment in 1949, and its cooperative functions 

among Protestant denominations and rad:i..o and television 

interests. Its unique contribution to mass communication in 

the area of religion is not only this cooperation, but the 

. . . . . . 
1. Franklin Clark Fry, letter to president of Protestant Radio 

and TV Center, August 15, 1951. 
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emphasis of the PRTVC on production and distribution, t\m 

major functions of the Center. 

A survey of the programs produced at the Center, 

distributed through this agency, and used by radio and tele

vision stations indicates the 1..-ide extent of service rendered 

by the Center. Selected testimonies as to the quality of 

service as given by h.ro church leaders, a director of public 

information from a university, from a president of a radio 

station, and from an Air Force chaplain present a summarized 

picture of evaluation: the superior character of programs, 

high quality from technical point of vie1v, a demonstration of: 

power from inter-denominational cooperation thus giving a 

unified presentation of Protestantisn, and an excellent medium 

for a net·r and ,,rider Christian ministry, namely through radio 

and televis:i.on. 
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CHAPTER II 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION T:f-.:ROUGH RADIO AND TV 

A. Introduction 

As preparation for evaluating the contribution of 

the PRTVC to Christian education, the purnose of this chapter 

is to make a survey of the follo1rlng: the nature of Christian 

education; the radio and television as media of Christian 

education; values for Christian education in educational 

broadcasting policies and practices; and the Broadcasting 

Film Commission as an agency for Christian education. 

The nature of Christian education ~dll be studied 

in the light of objectives reco~~ended by Christian educators 

and of some current views of the nature of Christian education. 

On the basis of that study a definition of Christian education 

\vill be formulated as a guide to the evaluation of the program 

of the PRTVC. 

This definition of Christian education vdll also 

be used as the basis of evaluation of radio and television 

as media of Christian education: the values they offer and 

the cooperation necessary for adequate use of these media 

for Christian education. 

Policies and practices of educational broadcasting 

vrlll be considered in the light of their values for Christian 

education. Though there vias reading on this subject from 

-18-
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many sources, the principle basis for this survey is the 

compendium of information gathered by one author who included 

in his book the results of a questionnaire directed to four 

television net1'11'orks vri th request that each furnish information 

on definite questions relating to this matter.1 

Current uses of educational radio and television 

will be surveyed for the purpose of learning from these 

certain methods and techniques which would be valuable for 

the use of radio and television for Christian education. 

The purpose, objectives, policy, and program of 

the BFC will then be reviewed and notation made of the special 

contribution of this commission of the N.c.c. to Christian 

education. In additlon to the reading of material made 

available by the BFC, there was conference 1dth representatives 

of the Commission. Statements regarding the relationship 

of this Commission with the PRTVC are included in Chapter III. 

B. The Nature of Christian Education 

From emphases noted in the eight objectives of 

Christian education used since 1930, and from other statements 

made by outstanding leaders in this field, a definition of 

Christian education has been formulated as a guide for 

this study. 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Charles A. Siepman, Television and Education in the 
U.S., Unesco, 1952, pp. 37-4-7. 
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1. Objectives Recommended by Christian Educators 

For many years Christian educators have used as the 

basis of their Christian education program the eight general 

objectives which were prepared by a group of professional 

leaders in education and given final approval in 1930 by the 

International Council of Religious Educa.tion, (ICRE), the 

predecessor of the present Division of Christian Education of 

the N.c.c. These objectives have profoundly affected the 

development of Christian education. Their importance and 

value are still recognized. Those objectives are: 

I~-Christian education seeks to foster in grovdng 
persons a. consciousness of God as a reality in 
human experience, and a sense of personal relation
ship to him. 

IT--Christian education seeks to develop in gro"t-T
ing persons such an understanding and appreciation 
of the personality, life, .and teaching of Jesus 
as \vill lead to experience of him as Savior and 
Lord, loyalty to him and his cause, and vdll mani
fest itself in daily life and conduct. 

III--Christian education seeks to foster in grmv
ing persons a progressive and continuous development 
of Christlike character. 

TV--Christian education seeks to develop in grow
ing persons the ability and disposition to 
participate in and contribute constructively to 
the building of a social order throughout the 
world, embodying the ideal of the Fatherhood of 
God and the brotherhood of man. 

V--Cb.ristian educa.tion see1cs to develop in grmdng 
persons the ability and disposition to participate 
in the organized society of Christians--the Church. 

VI--Christian education seeks to develop in 
gro"t-dng persons an appreciation of the meaning 
and importance of the Christian family, and the 
ability and disposition to participate in and 
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contribute constructively to the life of this 
primary social group. 

VII--Christian education seelrs to lead gro;,,Ting 
persons into a Christian interpretation of life 
and the universe; the ability to see in it God's 
purpose and plan; a life philosophy built on 
this interpretation. 

VIII--Christian education seeks to effect in 
gro1v.ing persons the assimilation of the best 
religious experience of the race, preeminently 
that recorded in the B\ble, as effective guidance 
to present experience. 

In 1944 a committee was again appointed by the 

ICRE to make a study of the status of Christian education 

and as a part of the report of that committee re-approval 

was given to these eight objectives. In more recent years 

there seemed to be a need for a critical re-study of the 

general objectives in the light of developments in the 

Christian education movement and so in 1952 the Commission 

on General Education of the N.c.c. author:I.zed the establish

ment of a special Committee on Christian Education Objectives 

for that study. This committee, after several years of 

exploratory study has submitted a list of six tentative 

objectives -vr.tth the request that these be given further 

study before final adoption. The ne1"' objectives are, there-
2 fore, not yet available. 

• • • • • • 

1. International Council of Religious Education, Christian 
Education Today, A Statement of Basic Philosophy, 1940, 
pp. 16, 17. 

2. Cf. Lawrence C. Little, A Study Paper on Objectives of 
Christian Education, 1956. 
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2. Current Views of the Nature of Christian Education 

From the many excellent statements of current views 

of the nature of Christian education given in books related 

to this area of the church's responsibility, four have been 

selected as ones that seem to be comprehensive and contain 

the principles and objectives which others include in their 

definition and exposition. 

a. The International Missionary Council 

A statement of the aim and scope of Christian 

education as presented to the International Missionary Council 

by the Chinese delegates and approved by that Council in the 

1928 meeting in Jerusalem, gives a significant international 

vie,~oint on this subject. That statement was as follows: 

Religious education in the Christian sense includes all 
efforts and processes which help to bring children and 
adults into a vital and saving experience of God revealed 
in Christ; to quic1ren the sense of God as a living real
ity, so that co~~union vrlth Him in prayer and worship 
becomes a natural habit and principle of life; to enable 
them to interpret the meaning of their growing experienc~ 
of life in the light of ultimate values; to establish atti
tudes and habits of Christ-like living in com~on life 
and in a.ll human relations; and to enlarge and deepen the 
understanding of the historic facts on which Christianity 
rests and of the rich

1
content of Christian experience, 

belief, and doctrine. 

b. Luther A. Weigle 

In his discussion of the subject, "The Aim and 

• • • • • • 

1. Philip H. Lotz, ed., Orientation in Religious Education, 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1950, p. 94. 
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Scope of Religious Educationtt, ~'leigle says that the primary 

interest of the church is in persons and the concern is for 

enrichment and development of persons.1 He gives as three 

major aspects of the Christj_a.n educa.tion task the follmving: 

The fostering of grm,rth in grace as the individual's 
po-v.rers mature and his exnerience deepens and ,,J'idens. 
This includes both the Christian nurture and education 
of children and provision for the religious grmrth and 
development of young people and adults. 

The lifting of Christian life above the level of habit 
and custom to the level of intelligence. This includes 
the intelligent understanding of the Church's mm con
victions as these are grounded in the life and teachings 
of Jesus, the discovery of ne·1:1 truth and the discernment 
of the 't\rj_tness of the Spirit in the life of today, the 
anplication of Christian nrinciples to the ever-nei;.J' 
problems of changing civilization, the training of church 
members to render intelligent and effective service in 
the various fields of their opportunity, a.nd the creation 
and maintenance aJ:1ong folk generally of a sound, true, and 
effective public opinion. 

The fitting of young people, through institutions of 
higher education, for service i~ places of initiative, 
responsibility, and leadership. 

c. Committee of the Co~~ission on 
General Education of the N.c.c. 

In the study pa.per prepared by the Committee of the 

Commission on General Education of the N.C.c. charged "tdth 

the task of re-study of the objectives of Christian education, 

there is a statement concerning Christian education that is 

important since it comes as the thinking of the grou!J ,,r.hich 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Lotz, on. cit., p. 95. 
2. Ibid., p. 9b. 
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has the responsibility of formulating objectives soon to be 

used as a guide in the Christian education program in churches 

today. That statement is: 

Christian Education is the effort of the church to assist 
persons in developing the understanding, attitudes, and 
ways of thought and actj_on w'b.ich lead tovrard maturity in 
Christian faith and conduct. It is the effort of the 
church to help persons respond to the Gospel and to assist 
those \vho respond to gro~:r in their understanding of its 
promises and in their acceptance of its claims. 

Christian Educe.tion is dependent upon God both for its 
content and its outcomes. God is the Creator of the 
persons to whom the Gospel is conrr1unicated. Therefore those 
entrusted 1-ri th the responsibility for Christian Education 
must knm,r both the Gospel and the persons to \mom it is 
directed--in the light.of their age and maturity, previous 
experience and training--and basic needs. Christian 
Education seelm to lead persons to com,.rni tment by helping 
them to understand and accent the truths of the Christian 
faith and to lead them beyond commitment to a fuller 

d t ~ . ~ f.f" t. ... . .o C' "Y). t. un ers anu1ng anu more e ~ec 1ve expre1s1on o~ n~ls 1an 
faith and action in all areas of life. 

d. Le·1 .. ris J. Sherrill 

In the preface to one of his recent books, the 

· author, Le1.ds J. Sherrill, expresses the conviction that the 

ne"Vv philosophy of Christian education must dravr its inspira-

tion from. the peculiar genius of the Christian community and 

of the Christian faith rather than from secular society or 

education, though from these sources Christian education can 

learn much. 2 "But," Sherrill says, "in the end the unique 

nature of Christian education derives from the unique nature 

. . . . . . 
1. Little, op. cit., pp. 7, 8. 
2. Cf. Sherrill, The Gift of Pov1er, The Hacl;!i11an Co., 1955, 

p~ xi. 
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of the Christian community and Ch.ristian faith. u 1 

Sherrill's use of the term 11 com:::nuni ty11 is signifi-

cant. s s it imnlies relation s and interaction, 

each of "~:lhich affect be of its individual s, 

and that the term n Christic:m communi ty11 is one name for 

the Christian chur The of Chri education 

cl·ude, s Sl~Ch as the follm·ring: 

Christie.n education is the tempt, ordinarily by members 
of C1-1ristian community, to participate in and to 
guide the changes ltThich take place in ons in their 
relationships ·Hith God, v·.ri th the Church, 1d th other 
persons, v·li th the physica.l v·rorld, and v·Ti th oneself. In 
such a conception of Christian education the scene of 
Christian education is the Christian com::m.mi ty as a 
'koinonia' (or fellm·rshin) in vrhich both men and God 
participate in an intricate ,,reb of relettionships .3 

Sherrill gives as a statement of ends sought in 

Christian education these elements: 

That persons might be drm·m into the Kingdom of God; 
that they might attain to increasing self-understanding 
and self-kno'i:!ledge and an increasing realization of their 
o-vm potentialities; and that they might sustain the 

1 .L. • h. d . b . l it . ' f ] . -"' , . l " re_auloa,s~ :Lps an. respons:L l._ .~:Les o ... J..J.e as cnJ __ o.ren 
of God. 

3. Definition of Chrj_stian 1"i:ducation 
as Guide for This Study 

From these statements of objectives and nature of 

Christian education, the follmv"ing is suggested as a defini-

• • • • • • 

l. Ibid. 
2. Cf. ibid., pp. 45, 46. 
3. Ibid., p. 82. 
4. Ibid., p. 83. 
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tion of Christian educa.tion for use as a g:..iide in this study. 

Christi~n education is the program of the church 

vrhich seeks: 

1) To minister to grmving persons, to persons of all ages, 

to the vthole person, incluc.ing the r:ental, socia.l, emotion-

al, and spiritual self, that they might attain an increas

ing realization of their potential development in Christ; 

2) To develop in persons a :mo~rrledge of God as Creator 

and Father, and Christ as Savior and Lord; 

3) To lead to commitment to Him, full acceptance of His 

claims, and dedication of all of life to Him and to His 

service; 

4) To foster in Christians, as children of God a continu

ing grm·rth in Christ to a maturity of Christian attitudes, 

Christ-like living, Christ-directed application of 

principles in all service and relationships, and in all 

areas of life: the home, the church, the community, and 

the world; and obedience to Christ's co~mission and com

mands to all 'liTho "tvould folloirr Him • 

Since ~~ristian education is dependent upon God for 

its contents and its outcomes, those 1~10 are responsible for 

the Christian education program of the church must kno-vr God 

personally, sustain relationship 1•Ti th Him continually, and 

seek His guidance for all efforts of leading persons to Him. 

They must also know· the nersons to vThom the Christian educa-
b ~ 
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tion is directed--their experience, degree of maturity, and 

basic needs. 1 

C. Radio and TV as Media 
of Cr.J>istian Education 

vfuerever radio and television are used as a media 

of Christian education they are proving to be valuable assets 

to the church. It is importa.nt that the church recognize 

the values offered by this means of communication, and 

make larger use of them, for only through cooperation be-

tween religion and these media will there result the fullest 

values for Christian education. 

1. Values Offered by Radio and TV 

In an article included in Lotz' volume, "Orientation 

in Religious Educationn, Everett Parker discusses values for 

Christian education offered by radio and television. He 

speaks of the immediacy and personalized nature of the radio 

and TV as real values since they let the listener or viev.rer 

meet the perforners in an intimate "I--thoun relationship, 

bringing the message on this informal basis right into the 

home, vJhere the Christian education leaders desire it to go. 

Especially important is home listening and vim·ring since it 

is estimated that only 30% of church members attend services 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Little, loc. cit. 
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in the church. 1 

says that Christian acJ1.ing is effective 

over the air these conditions ~n'e ft1lfilled: if the 

presentation is in terms ch tb.e tener can understand; 

if the problems are t ·Hi th B.re practical ones and 

pertinent 

solutions 

throu 

rise 

to ce of the lis . 
' 

Cll,e offered heln 

any nersonal 

o.nd situation 
? 

stration.-

listener 

see 

if the 

think 

hm:T cc;m 

~he conditions su stod above are in line 11i th 

included in the definition Of' ... 

Cb.ristian education given as a guide for this study, for 

example, a knm\rledge of the learner's e:;:;:perience and degree 

of maturity; 1~r:e of 1)roblens the.t are 'lvithin the experience 

of the listener or vie·11J'er; heln offered in solution 

that \·rill foster spiritual 

these principles gui the religious use of radio and TV, 

they become nedia 1:Thich the churcl:. can and should use in 

reaching neople beyond the c}1.urc21 bt!i.lding, also su 

• 

2. Cooperation Necess 

a noted ne-vrsno;per ecU.tor an 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. J.Jotz, op. ..._ 
CJ. 1J. 

' ,.... cr. j"" b:tc1. p. J/~ ·' .OJ• ,_. 
' 

• 161-1--165. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-29-

author, refers to the radio and television as na ne'\v kind of 

missionary11 
•
1 In telling of an intervie'l.v w:i th David Sarnoff, 

chairman of the Board of the Radio Corporation of America 

and of the National Broadcasting Company, HcGill says this 

top executive declared that religion has the greatest 

responsibility for meeting the challenge presented to humanity 

under the ne'\v conditions of these days. 2 He quotes Sarnoff 

as saying: 

The final test of science is not 1\ihether its accomplish
ments add to our comfort, knovrledge, or pmv-er, but 
vJhether it adds to our dignity as men, our sense of truth 
and beauty. It is a test science cannot pass alone and 
unaided. I dare to suggest that the major burden rests 
on religion. Today, both religion and science have vital 
roles tj play. They must play them together in a common 
effort. 

In further comment upon this intervim:r, HcGill, 

whose profession has given him opportunity for close observa

tion of the progress being made in the field of mass communi-

cation, makes a strong appeal for closer cooperation of the 

church with radio and television. Regarding television 

1v:cGill says that it is both an industry and an art vrhose 

pm,rer for affecting life is incalculable. The church must 

cooperate in taking advantage of ,,rhat it ca.n offer, particu

larly in the field of teaching, instructing, and reaching the 

• • • • • • 

1. Ralph McGill, Churchnews, (Episcopal), Radio and Television 
Offer a Ne1.; Kind of Nissiona.ry, I•fay, 1956, p. 16. 

2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid. 
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minds and hearts of men, especially as these can be reached 
1 in the homes of our land.· 

D. Values for Christian Education in Educational 
Broadcasting Policies and Practices-, 

By reviev1ing certain policies and practices of 

educational broadcasting, then noting current uses of educa

tional radio and television and advantages vlhj_ch these media 

offer for educatj_on in general, there can be discovered 

values for Christian education. 

1. Educational Policies and Practices of Net\ . .;orlcs 

A sum.ro.ary of ansvrers given by the four TV net\1orks 

-vrhen questioned vd th regard to their educational policies and 

practices includoostatements regarding the meaning of an 

educat:i.onal broadcast. 

The four net'l.mrks 1,.rere in agreement that an educa-

tional broadcast, generally speaking, is conceived of as an 

ingredient of programs and not as a primary objective, reach

ing the Yievrer more as a by-product of entertainment and 

information. For this reason, they say, it is difficult to 

list programs "tvhich are distinctively or exclusively educa

tional.2 

The Columbia Broadcasting System submitted as their 

• • • • • • 

1. cr. ibid. 
2. Cf. Charles A. Siepmann, Television and Education, Unesco, 

1952, pp. 37-38. 
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nthe broad area of 

programs contributing to the cultural advance of the 'l.f.nole 

co:ct.,mni ty. "1 Such a definition 1,·:ou1c1 incJ.llde draJ'l.atic and 

musical pror,rams, nm:s, specie,l events, c:.nd other features. 

The ansuer of tho national Broadcasting Coml)any is 

signj_ficant. In its juc1gment education is "the total process 

justment 

to J1is 

Educat:t_ona.l nolicies and :JJ~c:1.ctices of four 

conception of educational 

responsibilities. These p:ht be zed e.s follm.,_rs: 

1) .t\BC cl2.:tms that t~:1.e educat:ton 

their ~rograrns. 

as classifice:tions for Drograns in the 

generc>.l field of 

schools both c>.ildren e"ncl_ acllllts; those originating 

ih studios for children in t1"leir ho':es, for in-school 

3) Dumont TV reports that in c:C!(1ition to special telecasts 

vrhic11. they ca.ll n educc:-d:;~_onal in naturett, they hsve a 

special ~ t:• · t "'.,.. u· 1 ,u ec.uce. _,J_on l1roJec I 0.1. ~n-sc~1oo-'- use of television. 

t!-) N'BC, in line 1-dth their educa.t:i.t;nal !)o:!.tc:r 

. . . . . . 
1. Siepsan, op. cit., ~· 39. 
2. Ibid., p. +2. 
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eJ::yOSUre.ul 

's schedule conceived 

of as educ2.t::i.Jnal reflect t!1.eir corlceptj_on of educe.tiona.l pro-

grams as g::i.ven in the above state::nents. They inclt1dec~. religi-

and ot!:'lers. Audition broadca.sts in cooperat:~.0n th schools 

also cited. 

unadio is timely. It has ber::n said t}iat 'iiJ:h.at 

aviation is to sportat~on, radio is to education in its 

:fu13 .. est meaning. 1 n2 Radio is used for interpretation of 

current events, for vocational GUidance, for varied phases 

of learning experiences and tea chine; s}:i I.ls. 3 

Teachers mah:e use of ho:r:1e TV -vie"t·ring and radio 

listening e.s basis of classroom discussion. Radio-TV 

education specialists are quoted as saying: 

!\TO ot'"G.,... ,..4 no] e one of' ·1-}"G +ec'-,nolo(:ri C 'i!erlJ• a Of commUr"i-J.'i . l,k. -~l. ;:,:. -'- b - ._, .1- "" ....,_ lJ . ..I. ' v <' lJ.. ::...')~ ~ct ,.} '-..\ .• c ~ __ ..,._: . .._ .... l 

cation h.c::1.s ever received such iJidespread recognition as 
a potentional instructional tool in so short a time as 

. . . . . . 
1. Cf. Siepman, op. cit., • 40-45. 
2. llilliam B. Levenson, Teaching Through Radio, Rinehc.rt and 

Co., Inc., 1945, p. 6. 
3. cr. ibid. 
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has television • • • Within tl1e fevr short ;:ree.rs since 
'Vvorld ~<'htr II, television has aclvanced from" the status of 
an electronic novelty ••• to the position of a universal
ly heralded medium of instr11ction.l 

Emphasis in this type of educational ;)rogranming is 

on providing certain enr:tchment experiences and helping to 

mal:e more 11eaningful subject matter being presented. Find-

ings shm·r that children are learning from tele1.rision vie1·ling 

both throut:;h. in-school vie1-ring and discussion of home TV 

. . 2 
v~evn.ng.-

By experirr:1entation it is being proved that TV has 

special values for instruction through the nedium of sight 

as i·rell as sound. To harness this pm~rer yet nore fully is 

one of the problems of educators toc1ay.3 

Types of program telecasts included in a survey of 

educational tele'~rision i11cluded the follm·ring categories: 

interpretatj_on---of community problems e.nd resources; 
programs---on special subjects such as health, internat:Lon
al affairs, child-rearing; practical "hovr-to-do-i ~ 
programs; enrichment programs---in cultural areas.' 

National Education Television (NET), a service of 

Educational Television and Radio Center, is playing a large 

role in adult education via TV. Education institutions, in 

• • • • • • 

1. Franklin Dunham and Ronald R. Lov;dermilk, Television in 
Our Schools, U.S. Dept. of Hea.lth, Education, and vlelfare, 
1952, p. 1. 

2. Cf. ibid., pp. 14, 16. 
3. cr. ibid., p. 28. 
4. Cf. Virginia Stein and Vlilliam Harper, Educational Tele

vision Toda~r, Adult Leadership, Adult Educational 
Association of U.S.A., October, 1956, p. 108. 
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places "111here there are no educational stations, can secure 

programs through N'ET. Educational TV is proving an excellent 

ne"t·r medium for adult education.1 

Current uses of eclucational radio and televisj_on 

might be SU11Inarized as follmvs: talks or lectures on current 

events and other matters of cultural interest; conversations 

or dialogue or plays, in 1vl:1ich through a more drauatic pre-

sentation matters of concern or those relating to personal 

or group problems are discussed and solutions offered; teach-

ing si tuatj_ons of varj_ous kinds; musical programs, including 

instruction in appreciation of music; directed activities 

~mich enlist audience participation for purpose of learning. 

In an article entitled, ffTeleclinic for Program 

Planners", the authors give an account of hovl one community 

organization presented through TV suggestions for program 

building. l'li th the aid of charts and other visual materials 

specialists in this area gave valuable pointers for program 

planning, presenting varied types of program ideas. One 

phase of the telecast i·.ras a message from a librarian vlho 

gave helpful data regarding the use of books as source material 

f 1 . .. b ·1~· 2 or program p ann~ng ana u~ a~ng. 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. ibid., p. 110. . 
2. Cf. Kathryn and Irvnn Sexton, Teleclinic for Program 

Planners, Adult Leadership, op. cit., pp. 119-120. 
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3. Values for Christian Education 

From the survey of educational policies and prac

tices and television broadcasting, and a revie\v of some of 

the current uses of radio and television for educational 

purposes, certain values for Christian education are learned 

and are listed here. 

It 1\ra.s noted that programs ·were designated as educa-

tional '\·rhen they contribute to cultural advance in any of its 

varied facets, or lead to any form of true enlightenment and 

enrichment. This has suggested that there are Christian 

educational values in many radio and television programs, the 

hearing or seeing of which give information -vitJ.ich Christi&"ls 

should knmv, create attitudes ilihich are in line tvith Christian 

principles, and stimulate participation of Christians in 

service ~ihich will help to extend Christ's Kingdom on earth. 

Such programs may or may not be listed under the caption of 

Religion. 

rn stating '\mat an educational broadcast is, 

1v. lv. Charters of Ohio State University has said that it is, 

u One \.nlich raises standards of tastes, increases the range 

of valuable information, or stimulates audiences to undertake 

'ltTOrthvihile activities. nl This suggests a purpose vihich 

• • • • • • 

1. ::Nina J. Cherry, The Use of Radio in the Christian Education 
of Latin American Youth, The Biblical Seminary in N'e'l.·i York, 
1947, p. 49, quoted from Frank Ernest Hill, Listen and 
IJearn, Ne1:1 Yor1t, American Association for Adult Education, 
1937, p. 8. 
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Christian educatj_on broadcasting should have "t·fu.en put in the 

f'ramework of' Christian content. 

Much can be learned for Christian education from 

methods e~d techniques used in educational broadcasting. 

Hany of the methods being currently used in educational radio 

and television can be adapted for use as aids in the program 

of ~~ristian education, as for example: dramatic forms of 

presenting truth or problems -v.rhich can only be met -vrl th 

Christian ans-vrers; musical programs 'ltmich teach appreciation 

of the best in music, especially Christian hJ~ology; and 

'tvorkshops vrhich teach the lmo-v,r-hmv of various phases of 

Christian service. 

The follovdng excerpts from the discussion by 

Dunham and Lm·tdermilk of values 'Hhich are inherent in tele-

vision are suggestive of' values for Christian education: 

The values inherent in television as a sight and sound 
means of communication are demonstrated every day. It 
is the means par excellence for shovring people hmr to do 
things. It is definitely a 'hovr' medium • • • It is also 
a '·t-rhat' medium, for it can present a true picture of any 
object. It is moreover, a 'vfu.en' medium, for f1Y event 
may be recorded i·ihen it is actually happening. 

Both the radio and television have values for 

Christian educe.tion for use i.d thin the church and as teaching 

aids for Christian ec1ucation of persons 1·rho can only be reached 

outside the church, especially ,,Ji thin their own homes. 

. . . . . . 
1. Dunham and Lo·udermilk, op. cit., p. 33. 
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E. The Broadcasting and Film Co~~ission 
As an Agency of m~ristian Education 

In the area of mass co!!h"Tiunice.tion, the BFC is the 

cooperative service arm of the N.c.c. This com.mission not 

only serves the varied divisions, departments, and commissions 

of the N.c.c., but also the member com..rnunions of the Council 

in the field of broadcasting and films. 

1. Its Purpose 

From the By-La1·rs of the BFC of the H. C. C. the 

follo-vdng statements are given (Article III) regarding the 

purpose of the Commission. 

To vTin listeners and vim~rers to the Christian faith by 

instruction in Christian living: by having programs for 

those vfuo have no contact vTith the church and are. 

unfamiliar with the forms of 'tvorship, the life, and the 

language of the church; by having programs for particular 

audiences such as children, young people, the family, the 

aged, the ill, etc., thereby seeking to meet their needs. 

To build a stronger Christian family: by helping the 

local church to become stronger and by creating a better 

understanding of the local and ltJOrld-i·,ride services of 

the church. 

To make 1-mo-vm the Christian gospel to every person every-

i<There: God as the One to vr.hom the l:Lstener or vim·mr 
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belongs; Jesus as the continuing Saviour; the Bible as 

the bee.rer of eternal truths; the church as the family of 

believers around the world. 

To help the different religj_ous groups to understand each 

other. 

To 1:·rork 1rl.th the radio, and television and film industry, 

tovrard the presentation of the best in religious 

prograrr1•ning •1 

2. Its Objectives 

The follo~rlng su~~ary of the objectives of the BFC 

is based on the fuller statements as given in the By-Lav!s, 

Article III of the Commission. 

1) The preparation, production, distribution, and promotion 

of radio and television progr~ns, films, filmstrips, 

recordings, and similar materials dee.ling 1,Jith the areas 

of Christian faith and life as stated in the purpose. 

2) The planning and conducting of -vmrkshops, institutes, 

seminars, and courses for training religious leaders in 

this area of mass communication. 

3) The preparation and production of films, radio, and TV 

programs for affiliated denominational and inter-denomina-

tional agencies. 

. . . . . . 
1. S. Franklin Had::, Broadcasting and Film CoiT~.:nission of the 

TT.c.c., 1956, pp. 4, 5. 
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it-) The provision for coverage of general meetings of the 

n.c.c. and member communions. 

5) Consultation and guidance offered to cooperating groups. 

6) Production of radio transcriptions, and other helps in 
' this, for use by state and local councils of churches and 

cooperating communions. 

7) The development of programs dealing 'I:Ti th religion in 

the ne-vm at the national and local levels •1 

3. Its Policy 

The Board of ~1anagers of the BFC, at a meeting in 

March 1956, adopted a policy statement concerning the use of 

commercial · ana-or sustaining time for religious broadcasting 

in the United States. Excerpts from that statement as given 

here form the basis of their policy. 

The BFC records its concern that religious radio and 
television programs be of the highest quality, designed to 
serve the spiritual needs of the American people, and to 
strengthen their religious foundations. 

It is vital to religious freedom that diverse religious 
positions be heard; no one religious body can sneak for 
all; the right and obligation to speak not be limited to 
the clergy. 

Religion is essential to the strong and 1-:tealthy continuance 
of our life as a nation; public interest requires it be 
given a proper place in radio and television broadcasting 
schedules. ~.'lhile broadcasting facilities are individually 
and corporately Ovmed, they· are licensed to be used in 
the public interest, convenience, or necessity. Therefore, 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Mack, lac. cit. 
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Iicensees have an obligation to provide adequate time and 
facilities for tbf broadcasting of religious programs as 
a public service.-

In l-ine 'tdth the ideas expressed in this statement 

the BFC approved eight statements giving its position and 

policy concerning religious broadcasting. These statements 

include an appeal to the churches to discharge their responsi-

bility for providing high quality programs. They also include 

a co~~endation of the television and radio stations and net-

works that adhere to the policy statements in the Television 

Code of the National Association of Radio and Television 

Broadcasters vrhich provides for making available time for 

religious present0tions ,,:1 thout charge and at times ,,fuen 

2 substantial audiences are assured. 

4. Its Program 

Radio and television leaders are charting ,,rays and 

means of reaching an ever increasing audience. I~ancy Lm·Jrence, 

in an article entitled, "Religion on the Airways11 , said, 

"Everyday last year some radio or television ov.'!ler somevihere 

in the United States could s-vrl tch the dial of his set and 

tune in on a religious program!'3 

The churches working together through BFC are 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Report on Radio and TV to the 1956 meeting of General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., p. 17. 

2. Cf. loc, cit. 
3. Nancy Lm·Jrence, Religion on the Airtvays, National Council 

Outlook, March, 1956, p. 12. 
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making a large contribution to this service. The follm~Ting 

is a brief survey of some of the current programs made avail-

able through BFC 1vith the valued cooperation of the National 

Broadcasting Company, (NBC), the Columbia Broadcasting System, 

(CBS), the American Broadcasting Company, (ABC), and the 

Hutual Broadcasting System, (:MBS). 

a. Radio Programsl 

National Radio Pulpit, N'BC, Sundav morning, Ralph U. Seckman, 
Edmund A. Steimle, (summer serj_es)--98 stations. 

The Art of Living, NBC, Sunday morning, Horman Vincent P.eale 
ano. Robert HcCracken--101 stations. 

Pilgrimage, ABC, Sunday, John Sutherland Bonnell--67 stations. 

Let There Be Light, radio transcription, 52 week series 
of 15-minute programs on Protestant cooperation 'tvork. 

Dramatic Spot Announcements, radio transcription, 20 
second and 1 minute spot announcements urging church 
attendance and participation in church activities. 

So W'ill ¥le Sing, religious music library for radio, TV, 
church, and home use, hymns, anthems, and aids to devotion. 

b. Television Programs2 

Frontiers of Faith, liDC-TV, panel presentations ~,,ii th 
Eugene Carson Blake, Franlrlin c. Fry, James A. Pike, and 
guests--60 stations. 

Look Up and Live, CBS-TV, an alternating 13 vlee:.c series, 
aimed at young peopleJ presented by Protestants, Roman 
Catholics, and Je1:rs--3b stations. 

• • • • • • 

1. cr. Hack, BFC of the N.c.c., pp. 7, 8. 
2. cr. ibid. 
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c. TV Film Resources1 

This is the Life, 52-1·.reek series of 30-minute dramatic 
films on Christian living. 

What's Your lJ:Irouble?, series of 14-minute films by 
Hornan Vincent Peale and his uife, {51 filn1s available.) 

Tl1e Pa"'to" ce·r>i es of' 15-ml· nu+:e 11 c:tl' +:,1a-l~i onu f'i l ,-;1'" '·ri .:.h _ ~ ,... ' ~ --- t-.. - v ~--... v ~·• u __ .. --... --....---- i:l \r!i_,_ V 

Bob Goodr:Lc1'1 as 11 the pas torn, (26 films avai.lable.) 

l1an to Nan, nmT TV programs of 15-minute filns presenting 
messages from four Cb.ristian leade:cs, 13-1veelc series for 
each. (This is in cooperation ',Jith the PRTVC.) 

d. Other Services 

In addition to the above radio and televis:i.on 

programs, the BFC makes available Bible puppet films, tvrenty

seven films for in-church use and many types of filmstrips 

v:rhich include helps for leader development. An important phase 

of the BFC progr<::m also j_s the -proYis:ton for broadcasting of 

special events such as ~\fational Far:1ily \<leek, Horld Day of 

Prayer, and natters relating to Church 1,vorld Service, all of 

t .. .co"1 """,...C'l v:rhich are a nar of the coopere.-clve program OJ.. c.1e !-';•"-'• • .:::. 

5. Special Contribution to Christian Education 

ian educa-

tion given in the f:i.rst part of this chc:.pte:r, the prograns 

made available tl:.rough BFC may be evaluated as follm-Ts in 

their contribution to Chri ic:m educ2.t:Lon. 

. . . . . . 
1. Cf. ibid. 
2. Cf. ibid. 
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a. Providing Instruction for All Groups 

At a BFC consultation meeting of denominational 

heads of mass communication held j_n Nm:r Yor~c in April, 1956, 

S. Franklj_n l\1ac1 ~, executive director of BFC, in his r1es sage 

to that group summarized the ;;rincj.pal purposes of Christian 

broadcasting as follows: 

Evangelism is our principal aim, bt1t it is to be accomplish
ed by the Holy S}Jiri t and not by us. t'le believe that 
people must have Jesus Cb.rist presented to thE1m if evangel
ism is to take place. This can only be done effectively 

1 - J... l ' d . t . . t th as •·re spe<:L,_ t..O peop e s con .J. J.on, J.D erms . e:'r can 
understand. He must inform and educn.te as ivell as evangelize. 
The Holy Spirit is at i:mrk in broadcasting as in any other 
ministry of the Church. As Chrj_stian broadcasters \·Te aim 
to communicate e.nd not to manj_pulate. T,ife believe that itTe 

are dealing Ni th creative personalities endovred vvi th innate 
desires and capacities and a vdllingness to change • • • 1 

An examination of the state:.nent of purpose of the 

BFC indicates that the Commission seek:s to include in its 

program such ~1ristian education principles as are suggested 

in this statement from its executive d5.recto:::', such as instruc-

tion in Christian living, preparation of programs to meet 

the needs of all age groups in the home and the creation of 

better understanding of Christian responsibility in the 

-vmrld today. 

One special provision for C'nristian education of 

children is the radio series, uA11 Aboard for Adventureu, 

ti·renty-six transcriptions are available for use on radio 

. . . . . . 
1. s. Franklin ldfack, BFC Ne-vrs, summer 1956, pp. 1-2. 
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and more recently the TY presentat5.on, 11 Off to Advent1Jreu, 

part of a series of f:Llmed :r:v programs for juniors centered 

on the yearly study themes of tb.e Joint Cor·mlission on ssionary 

Education of the N.c.c.l 

b. Training Leadership 

The BFC sponsored six: one 1vee~r Horkshops c::nd forty 

one day seminars in 1955 for the nurnose of training ministers 

le2ders. Tl1I'OU each 

faces his mn.""J local ra.cLto and-or television needs nnd oppor-

tunities; snd anm·rers are sought under guided leadership. 

Consultation services are also offered on ~atters of radio, 

other phases in 

1·Thich Christi2n leaders need g1Jidance. 2 Plans are in nrogress 

for radio and television progranming in cooperation Hith the 

D·v· ·on o.C> Ch,_,,. ~J-,· ''1 "'i'c'l·,c~J-.~ ot'"' n.C' t 7"'e 7'r r" c: ~ ::LSl-.. .1. l. ~-.:....L ,_;::. t,.,_(:t.l L'J lA ,._,,~~J~ .l .._ .L 1 .. !. J L. • \j • ._~ • 

cessary erials 

fj_J.med erial is :1ade available 

to c001)erotinr:: co:,rmmions and to state loc2l ch.U1~Ch 

counciJ_s. 

A 'im.nue.l for. locaJ. use, nBroac1cCJstj.ng HeJ5g5.on", 

;-ras revised and enlarged in 1954 and is ava::i_ ble at a 

reasonable nrice. 

• • • • • • 
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material from many books on radio and TV and is thus a handy 

volume for reference. It is a concise compendium of valuable 

information. 

F. Sum.l1.1ary 

In further preparation for evaluating the contri

bution of PRTVC to Christian education there was presented 

in this chapter a study of the nature of Christj_an education 

by a reviei'l of the eight objectives used s:tnce 1930. It 'tvas 

noted that there was a study being made of these for possible 

restatement. Four vie'tvs of Christian education were surveyed, 

each of 'Hhich seemed to represent current emphases. On the 

basis of these objectives and current vievJ's of Christian 

education a clefini tion vJ'as formulated as a guide for the 

evaluation of the PRTVC in its contribution to Christian 

education. 

There ·Has a brief study of secular radio and tele

vision to note vrhat these offered as media for Christia.'l1 

educcJ:;ion and as suggestive values and techniques. 

Then followed a survey of the BFC of the N.C.c., 

its purpose, objectives, policy, program, and the special 

contribution of that progrc~m to Christian education: p:r<o

vision of instruction for all age groups, training opportuni

ties for leaders, and the publishing and distribution of 

materials helpful in malcing people c.rvrare of the importance 
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o:f use o:f audio-visual aids as tools for communicating the 

Gospel message as it challenges people to fruitful Christian 

living. 
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TJIE C01ITRIBUTION OF THE PROT:GSTlu\fT &IJ.DIO AN'D 

TELEVISION CENTER TO CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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CHAPTER III 

THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE PROTESTAm? RADIO A.'l\'TI 
TELEVISION CETfTER TO CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

A. Introduction 

As a part of the study of the contribution of the 

PR~?VC to Christian education, this chapter ;,dll include a 

revie1·r of relationships \·Thich the Center sustains first, 

'l:tith radio and television stations, second, ~tdth its consti

tuent agencies 't·Thich represent five denominations <:tnd three 
i 

educational institutions, and third, 1dth the BF~the coopera

tive agency of the thirty com~unions vft1ich are members of 

the N.c.c. 
An evaluation of the service of the PRTVC vrlll be 

made on the basis of reactions from mail received by the 

Center and then from the thirty-one personal co~~unications 

sent to the i·rri ter of this thesis in answ·er to letters mailed 

to certain leaders in the field of religious and secular 

radio and television. 

For evaluation of the contribution of the present 

progrrun of the Center to Christian education, the definition 

formulated as a guide for this study and given in Chapter II 

'~11 be used as the standard of measure. 

After preYie;,dng plans vihich the PRTVC have for 

strengthening the mlristian education features of their 

-47-
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program, suggestions for yet further service in this field 

vrlll be presented. First, those including ideas given in the 

communications to ·uhich reference has just been made and then 

suggestions of the 1>Tri ter of this thesis \!Vill be given. 

B. Relationship of PRTVC to Other Agencies 

The PRTVC has successfully demonstrated the philo-

sophy of cooperative religious broadcasting. This production 

and distribution center has 11orked in friendly and fruitful 

relationshins \v:t th radio and television stations, vd th the 

five official church bodies represented on the PRTVC Board 

of Trustees, and 1:Ti th the National Council of Churches of 

Christ th.:rough the Broadcasting Film Com:mission representing 

the thirty denominations participating in the N.c.c. 

1. Relationship \\fi th Radio and Television Stations 

The PRTVC has been one of the pioneers in the field 

of cooperative use of radio and television facilities as these 

are offered for use by the church. EdvTin A. Penick, viTi ting 

of the free broadcast time given for nThe Protestant Hour", 

makes this statement. 

Protestantism "c·ri th its multi tude of separate denominntions 
cannot exl:)ect free broadcast time for each and every 
denominational group. This \N"Ollld tax unbearably the facili
ties and patience of the radio and television industry. 
The Protestant groups that are 1·dlling to cooperate \·Tith 
one another and accept this sustaining tj_me offered by the 
radio stations are finding this the happy alternative to 
that of going along separately and paying for the individual 
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denominational progra"ns. 

Under the arrangements of the PRTVC each denomination is 
given full freedom in developing and producing its ovm 
programs. Each group accepts the time schedule rnutually 
agreed upon an~ shares in the i'TOrlc of enlarging the net
vrork stations. 

Quoted from another publication of the PRTVC 

14hich refers to free time given by radio and television 

stations for the full progra'U of the Center, including "The 

Protestant Hour" , the follmdng is a revealing statement: 

The PRTVC is a solid bridge beti:reen the Church and the 
Broadcasting and Telecasting industry. All religious 
programs produced by the Center are given without charge 
to the stations 'Hhich in turn gi"'le broadcast tj_me. The 
American stations nm,r give time to the PRTVC, which if 
bought at the com:11ercial rate 'l.voulc1 cost rnore than a million 
dollars annually.2 

The manager of ~~B-TV, Atlanta, Georgia, declares 

that he is "definitely committed to the theory that the united 

approach of co-operating denominations is the ~ost practical 

"tva.y to offer religion to the broadcasting or televisj_on industry. n3 

2. Relationship 1Ji th Its Constituent Agencies 

The constituent agencies as described in Chapter I 

represent five denominations and three educ:.:1.tional insti tu-

tions. Since each of these is represented on the Board of 

~?rustees, close relationship is sustained i·r.i th the churches 

. . . . . . 
1. Edv.rin A. Penich, ~~469,980.16 Free Broadcast Time, PRTVC, 

1951;-. 
2. Our m1urches Find An Open Door, PRTVC, 1955, p.4. 
3. l'larcus Bartlett, Tl1e Protestant Radio Center, Inc., 1953, 

p. 5. 
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and institutions through their respective board representatives. 

The \,;rb.ole program of the PRTVC beco:1es the progra:n of each 

of the five cl.enominatj_ons as they together, through the PRTVC, 

or separately, through their denominational channels give 

information to their consti tue!Jcies and urge all to talce 

advantage of the Yalues offered to religion through the nedia 

of radio and teleYision. 

3. Relationship 1·Ti th the BFC 

Though the PRTVC :ls not organically related to the 

BFC of the H. c. c., the BFC staff m~:dntains a cJose i.·rorking 

rele.tionship vi the Center. The executive director of BFC 

is a consul trd::j_ve sember of the Pl1TVC Board and t'TJo :me~·1.bers 

of the staff of PRTVC b.ave been elected ':1embers of the BFC 

From a conference vrith the presj_dent of the PRTVC, 

the follm,ring facts concerning the I1istory of this relation-

ship vr:t th BFC and contj_nuing ev:lde'Clces of the cooperation of 

these t\m agel1cies 1rere learned. 

Prior to the orge.n:lzation of the r.c.c. this relatj_onship 

on the nat::_onal level ;;.ras sustained tjJ.rough the South-

eastern Office of the Federal Council. The Field Depart-

nent of tb.e Federal Cotmcil sent tb.e first :1~1, 000 to the 

Ptotestant Radio Center 

. . . . . . 
1 0i" #- • v~ ..... • 
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tb.e Southeastern Of::C'J_ce served on the Boai'd of Protes-

tant Radio Center (later to be called the Protestant Radio 

s.ncl ~Celevis::Lo.n ter). Ernest J. Arnold uas jointly em-

ployec1 by the Center and the Southe;::.ster.n 

after the 

re}Jresento.t:tve office of the E.(:::.c. in the S:::ll1tJ.:. 

cleared 

d:'Lrector of the Joint Religiotls R2.c.i.o Comr:1i ttee. All 

ple.ns :for 11 'I'he Protestant Houru 't·rere nade in cooperation 

1-d th BFC regarding title, 1)J::ocedt1re and participants, 

official a'!proval given by the Corw:nission, e.nd coo1Jeration 

cont:tnued. ~·tepresente.t~ves from. :BFC attended the c1eCtica-

tion of the from 

time to tj_me h~'':.re visited \!OJ:::sho11s Board of ~Cr1.Jstee 

~eetings of the Center. 1 

Ot~J.er i tens of cooperation 1)et\/reen these t\ro agencies are: 

s1J::.nr1ers of 1950, 105J., 19 ., 2.nd 1053 in 

11 ~Tationa1 Radj_o Prlnit 11
: .. / 

the 

regular reporting of information and progress to by 

. . . . . . 
1. Cf. John·-. Ale::P.:xler, notes on 

latio!Jslli1J of PETVC 1-ri th the 
2. Ibid. 

conference regardine ra
e Pl))~ p··,Jbe•~ l a r::'') ' 1--' :, .~ l, :e: • - _ ' __ / /C • 
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From the executive director of the Department of 

expression: "The BFC e::Jdorses the program 'The Protestant 

Hour' and to an increasing degree, regards the PRT7C as one 

Of' ~~-s ere -~-~ .. ,..e -e - ~ t· -t t ul , - ..~.. v. a"-'- v _, a.1 a proo.uc 1on po_,_n s. 

In the report of the Department of Radio and Tele

visj_on to the 1955 r:meting of the General Assembly, Presbyter-

• C' , .,- " 11 t1 · t """ t d ~ • lw'1 D.urcn, u •. ~, ..,:... , _1lS s ,a vemen" vtas ma ,e regarcLll1g cooper a-

tion 1·Ti th PRTVC. "This production center (PRTVC) has already 

served as an area outlet for the BFC, as 1"rell as the five co-

operating denominations and typifies the effort to decentralize 

broadcasting."2 

From Samuel HcCrea Ca. vert, \·rho ;_.ras executive secre-

tary of the Federal Council of Churches and later of the 

N.c.c. after its organization, thus associfl .. ted \·lith the 

founders of the PRTVC in their Hork in the beginning of the 

Center, comes this testimony: 

I counted it a great privilege to be in touch vri th the 
vrorl;: of the Center in its formative stage. It is a great 
satisfaction to me to see the re:narka1)le development of 
the project during the subsequent period. I could hardly 
have believed that in so short a time so3far-reaching a 
program could have been put into effect. 

The PRTVC has proved that the cooperative technique 

• • • • • • 

1. Clayton Gris'tv.old, personal letter, September, 1956. 
2. Department of Radio and TV, Report on Radio and Television 

to the General Assembly, Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 1955, 
p. 13. 

3. Samuel HcCrea Ca.vert, personal letter, September, 1956. 
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in the use of religious radio and television enlarges the 

channels of service, thus reaching more people •:d th the -claims 

of the Gospel and the ~.vay to fruitful Cb.ristian living. 

c. Evaluation of Service of PRTVC 

The PRTVC made available to the I·JTi ter of this thesis 

files in the office Hhich include fan-mail, some tabulated 

results from this mail, and gleanings from these col~uunica

tions. The Center also cooperated in the project of sending 

a letter to certain leaders in the radio and television field, 

furnishing names and addresses of such persons "t-i:.'1o -vrere pre

pared, because of some contact -vdth the PRTVC, to express a 

valued judgment. This service has made possible the follow

ing process of evaluation: 

1. Evidence from Hail Received at the Center 

A revie1,r of a compendium of information gleaned 

from mail sent in response to broadcasts of PRTVC programs 

revealed facts such as the follovdng: 

a. Wide Geographic Spread Included 

One day's fan-mail indicated a wide geographic 

spread, not only from states throughout the United S.tates, 

but also from places outside this country v!here through the 

Armed Forces Radio and Television Service, "The Protestant 

Hour" is heard. Such countries reached are: St. Thomas, 
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Virgin Islands; San .Juan, Puerto Rico; the Netherlands; 

Germe.ny; Hungary; Alaska; and others. 

b. Varj.ous Groups Represented 

From the signatures in this mail and frorn facts 

revealed in the requests made, many groups of people are 

represented. There vrere the professional as vlell as the 

non~professional: doctors, teachers, military officers, 

musicians, radio program ,,rri ters and directors, ministers, 

laJ72nen and lay1mmen, mothers, business \mmen, office bearers 

in various organizations, college graduates and the unedu

cated, church leaders, and leaders in government. From most 

of these communications there ,,ras evidence of spiritual 

growth in the life of the 1vri ter because of the broadcast 

message. 

c. Diverse Needs Noted 

From communications req1.1esting copies of radio 

messages, a variety of needs of lJeople vrere noted and the 

fact that these messages proved of help in meeM.ng these needs. 

The follm,,Jing gleanings illustrate this; 

A college graduate, ~mpressed 1:rl th .John Redhead's 

message, n A Religion That Gro,>rs", bears testimony as to how 

it had met his special need. 1 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. George Comes, letter sent to PRTVC, 1955. 
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An officer in the women's organization of her church 

said she planned to use in her ~,rork as chairman of Christian 

education one of Bryan Green's messages given in "The Protes

tant Hour."1 

A teacher of a group of young men -vrho -v,rere dis-

couraged and felt that life for them was not worth'i,rhile, 

said the message of Dr. Steimle, of 1ihich she requested copies, 

was used in helping the men to find the secret of happy 

living. 2 

A business man thanked the Center for Dr. Steimle's 

messages 'tvhich, he said, rr strengthen our minds and encourage 

our spirits to the tremendous challenges i:rhich are before us 

today.n3 

Other purposes for use of messages requested include 

such as these: for convalescents in the hospital; for patients 

in doctors' offices; for gifts to frustrated individuals in 

need of spiritual help, for teaching Christie.n citizenship 

principles. 

These gleanings :f.rom maj_l received at the PRTVC 

thus give evidence of a Christian ministry to people eager 

for that -vtnich lvill contribute to Christie.n grotrth. 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Hargaret Cramer, letter sent to PRTVC, 1955. 
2. Cf. Gertie Reynolds, The Clipsheet, Department of Press, 

Radio, and TV, United Lutheran Church in ~~erica, February, 
1955, p. 1. 

3. John i.~T. J-~e;.,ris, loc. cit. 
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2. Evidence from Personal Communications 

T,v-o special lines of thought ~:rere presented in the 

communication sent to fifty selected leaders in the field of 

d • dt1 ·c:· 1 ra.lo an e_evl~lon.- Request 1-ras made first for such testi-

mony as they could give concerning the present service of 

the PRTVC, and then for any suggestions for the future ser-

vice of the Center. Ans1.-rers to tb.is second reauest are 

included in a later section of this chanter i·rhen possibili-

ties for further service are considered. Ans'i:rers to the 

request for evaluation of the PRTVC are listed under four 

topics. 

a. Appreciation of Cooperative Program 

This note of anproval of the cooperative type of 

\tlOrlc accomplished throt1gh the PHTVC -vv-as voiced in practically 

every letter of response. 

From Randolph R. Claiborne, Jr., bishop of Atlanta, 

Georgia, comes the testimony 11 that the PHTVC is doing a 

splendid 1·rork: and that its future usefulness is ab1ost un-

l im· -•.1·e4 n 2 
-·· j_ L. .u. He exnressed o:•!preciation tha.t his church (Epis-

copal) -vms sharing in the service of the Center. 3 

J. c. Love, Jr., speaking for the South Central 

and Southeastern jr::r.~isdictions of the Hethodist Cht1rch, 

. . . . . . 
1 ___ • Co''1"'"''1nl· c.-.-'-.; nn co.,..,-r 1' n A.nnendi:::: A of t:'.iS t~lPSis, __ . •. :c,;. ccu ___ ' u,\ •• ~ _ . 

2. ~· R· Claiborne, Jr., persone1 letter, Sente~ber, 
3. Cf. ibid. 

n. 92. 
i956. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

~· 

-57-

expressed gratitude for tb.e cooperative program series, uThe 

Protestant Hour 11
, and especially for the fact that this 

program is distrj_ b1..1ted over the vast netvrorl·: syste1~1 of the 

Armed Forces Radio Services and thus "reaches to the farthest 

corners of the globe.ul He adds }:lis testimony of apprecia-

tion that throu tb.e Center the pcn:rerful force of radio and 

television is being used for 
..., 

religion. C-. 

Bernard Frazier, New York public relations 

tive of the Firestone Tire and Rubber Conryany. in.:ote 
,. ~ " 

representa-

of his 

impression fro:-n l~ds visit at the P:rtTVC sayine that it 'l:ras 

good facilities doing valuable 

1rork for religion. 11 3 

A representative of the " . 1 ... ao.J .. o 

mony out of his experience of carrying 

Protestant IIour11 , over his ::.~tation. 

1>'le feel the Center is rendering a distinct service in 
presenting outstanding spe~cers from. among so (five) 
clenomine.t5.ons and fron various secti')ns of the country. 
This, ue believe, h.el ps us ach5.eve a c'~esj_rable balr:.nce 
to our local religious broadcast schedules.~ 

~·Tillia~~1 R. Cam.1on of Candler School of Theology, 

Georgia, gives this strong testisony regard-

ing P:2TVC: ui consider th1s the greatest pro,ject of its 1\.:incl 

. . . . . . 
1. J. C. Love, Jr., persona1 letter, Septenber, 1956. 
2. Cf. 1bid. 
3. Bern2.rd Fr2.zj.er, personal letter, Septe:::1ber, 1956. 
L,·- • J • D11. r .. ".11 e y,l s ,':'_._1,). '"'.·. ~ l·~.', J·. ·,'"'.·c. ' c "'~-j "" 1 1 "'+ t ""'" :::~ ""n ·l· (0 "' h (' "L"' l a ') 6 - -~ .. -- -- t..J• -> ,_ .. ,.):.. (..'7.,._!_ ,_,_\,;;"' ~ .• ;.. ' ,,.,, ,_, ~-- !J _.,, ~,_,,> ~-M ' .... , • ......... 
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in the step that concerted Protest[;:ntism is 

na1:cing to 
. 1 

:-.1nss nincl. 11 -'-

Such state::1ents "J01.(tc1 seen to inclico.t~e 

testinon:r of Henry Sherr:Lll. ven 

feel 1t Ct:t2e PR~rvc) 

\·rill be a signi:r:'icant demonstre. 811 to no.rt; s of the 

country 2cS to t -'Jay be done throu tl1is 

in the use of 

b. Tribute to J:iff:tcient Staff Personnel 

,resident of Agnes Scot+ 0 o1 ler:te .. ~-~· '\.,.. u \J\,_t_ __ .... r._. ' 

Decatur, Geor the affairs 

of the PRTVC have been h2.J.1dlod ::1ost e:~~lecUtiously by the 

executive 

In several of the co~nmunic2.tions special reference 

i'le.s ::nade to this sfficiency as evidenced by pro'n:Jt rece:i.};t 

of shill1'1ents. Earolcl P. DanfoT·th, president and _gerwraJ. 

manager of Orlc.ndo, Floricla, Bro2.dcastinc: Company, sa:;s, 

"He are never concerned '--tith delayed or non-arrival of 

{PETVC) programs •111
!- In further coiTJ:~:Jenc1ation of the staff 

and Television Center has done a s,lendid job and has set a 

1. l•lillia::n ?. • Cannon, 
2. Henry K. Sherrill, 

. . . . . . 
r)ersonal J.Gtto·, Se~')te:.r1ber, 1956. 
personal letter to John H. Alexander, 

September, 19 51. 
3 'hl~1l':lce •r 11 1"'to"' D"'"<:eon"='l le+-+e-r Oc·'·o,oe-,. lOr'S • • c"~ ..• c, i·lo ..:·~·'• 0 '· L"' .. '·'·· ,o ···''~-- __ , \J u _ ' lo •- , ~ ' .. · .JC • 

1!-. Harold P. Dc.nfor~:;h, sonal letter, Se1-:rtenber, 19 56. 
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high stan~ard of operations."l 

Bradford D. Ansley, office of i)Ublic relations, 

Georgia, gives the follm·ring expression 

of tribute to the staff of the P:R.TVC: 

mh ..., t •1 d ~· t " '1 ' t "' · ~· ·' J :.c.ey Et.1. e rc~ y eCclCa ea. ancc ou-cs ancnng lna.J.VlO.Ua .s. 
Not only are tho:r splendid Christians but, equally· as 
important in a snecialized endeavor of this ;::ind, they 
are people of genuine competence in the snecial s:dlls 
involved in the cl~eation and production of radio, television, 
and audio-visual materials. I be11eve in the 1dea of the 
Center and I believe ~quaJ.ly 1n the individuals i:Jho e..re 
ma1ring it their l:Lfe. 

Franl:::lin Clari<:: Fry, president of the United Lutheran 

Church in Ame:c~ica, gives a testimony of: Edmund Steimle regard-

ing his experience in the studio at PHTVC, saying that nthe 

personal attent::!.on, the sympathetic attitt1des, and the ••.1ore 

leisurely paceu enabled hir1 to do his i·mrk of taping sermons 

and radio meditations 1;rith much n.ore ease than in other places 

f 1 ". .j,.. • t.,,. 3 o · arger ram.o ac vl Vl ,1 • 

This further testimony fron Fry pays a tril-mte to 

the PRTVC staff: 

The u:r_,c .. ~ finds at the Center a staff 1) that insists on 
high professional standards of production, 2) 1-:i th a sense 
of consecration and dedication to its Christian ;11ission 
of vii tnessing, and 3) ,,rtth a ''-dllingness to understan£1: and 
help solve proble~s unique in religious broadcasting. 

Recognition of the efficient nersonnel on the office 

. . . . . . 
1. Ibid. 
2. Bradford D. Ansley, personal letter, Se';Jte:nber, 19 56. 
3. Cf. Franlt:lin Clar': Fry, personal letter, Septerc1ber, 1956. 
4. Ibid. 
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staff of PRTVC is significant.for the value of the service 
} 

rendered by the Center is dependent upon the trained and 

dedicated staff 1cf.ho direct the 1vork day by day. 

c. Testimonies to High Quality of Programs 

From radj_o stations irfuere PRTVC programs are 1Jsed 

for broadcasting and frorn those 'l.·iho hear these programs there 

come testimonies as to the high quality of the vmrk processed 

at the Center. 

Harge Anning, assistant general manager of itlGSH, 

Huntington, Long Island, l'Jevr Yorlc, 'l.,iTj_tes: 

The Center has been ''lost helpful to 1~s in progrm'1i'Tiing 
high-caliber reJ.igious programs on \nJGSH (and our recently 
acauired sister station HGBB). 1ve have carried "The 
Protestant Hour" for four years and plan on ccmtinuing 
this series indefinitely. Their speakers are the finest 
in the country • • • 1ve are honored to carry "The Protes
tant Hmlrn. The response of our listlners also indicates 
ho\v much this service is appreciated. 

From Danforth's coTit'nlmication agaJ.n a statement is 

quoted; "The quality of the transcriptions and tapes have 

· t..,, d ·nt " 2 been uniformly good from a technical s 0.~1 .pol • 

From another radio station representative, Horace L. 

Logan, program director of radio station EJVIili, Shreveport, 

Louisiana, comes this testimony regarding the quality of 

programs from PRTVC: . 

From a Program Director's standpoint these programs are 

• • • • • • 

1. Harge Anning, nersonal letter, October, 1956. 
2. Danforth, op. cit. 
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superb. First of all, they are extremely vrell done; the 
experience gained through the years assures outstanding 
productions from the Center. Second, the rotation of the 
program among several denominations gives it a greater 
appeal to a larger segment of the potential audience and 
permits several denominations to take part. This is of 
particular value to this station. The programs are well 
planned and beautifully execfted. The mechanical quality ••• 
has always been outstanding. 

Typical of reactions of listeners to the PRTVC 

programs is this one from a minister vJhose judgment is based 

on a vJide experience of broadcasting himself: "The programs 

I have heard are of a superior quality to the vast majority 

of religious radio progra:'Us nm•r being broadcast. n 2 

From Doris Cor,;,ri th, supervisor of Religious Broad-

casts of the Natio!lal Broadcasting Company, Inc., .comes this 

vmrd of appreciation sent to the PRTVC: "I ''ras very much 

impressed 1·lith the quality of your recording and of the 

program itself."3 

These testimonies regarding the high quality of 

PRTVC programs are evidence of the meticulous endeavor to 

maintain the superior quality in the programs of the Center. 

This makes a strong contribution to the m1ristian education 

values of the PRTVC program by providing a uniformly excellent 

channel for reaching people through this media. 

. . . . . . 
1. Horace L. Logan, personal letter, October, 1956. 
2. Harry A. Fifield, personal letter, September, 1956. 
3. Doris Corvri th, letter to menber Board of Trustees, PRTVC. 
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d. Statements Indicating Christian 
Education Values 

The co~~unications to which references have been 

made in this evaluation study of the service rendered by 

PRTVC, have reflected ~nristian education values as indicated 

above. But two quotations are given here as further proof. 

A college president says, 11 I feel that the Center 

is a genuine educat5_onal medium that has deserved the approval 

that it has received.n1 

From the office of public relations of a university 

there cmnes this significant statement vihich also points up 

a Christian education value of the PRTVC. 

As I understand it, the Center came into being as a result 
of the realization on the part of a group of Protestant 
leaders that the m1ristian church must now, as it has in 
the past, make use of the nost modern and effective devices 
of communications not only in carrying the message to the 
people of the "t·rorld, but also in planning, developing, 
maintaining and extending the sharpness of focus, the clarity 
of program, and the depth of training and understanding 
necessary v.rl. thin its mm organizational structure • • • 
and make an effort to imnrove internal communication and 
to develop a hi~her level of competency on the part of 
church 1•rorkers. 

Other Christian education values are suggested by 

those vrho ansvrered the letter requesting evaluation of the 

PRTVC. Since these relate to possibilities for further ser-

vice of the Center, they 1vill be included in a later section 

1. Alston, op. 
2. Ansley, op. 

cit. 
cit. 

• • • • • • 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
~· 

-63-

of this chapter. 

D. Contribution of Present Program 
to Christian Education 

An evaluation of the Christian education emphases 

in the program of the PRTVC was made on the basis of a study 

of the communications received, the definition of Christian 

education as given in Chapter II, and the first hand knowledge 

of this program on the part of the vTiter of this thesis due 

to her membership on the Board of Trustees, visits at the 

Center, and hearing and seeing many of the programs. The 

findings from that evaluation follovr. 

1. Christian Education Objectives Noted 

Three objectives in the defini t:ton formulated as 

a guide for this study are used as a standard for evaluation 

of the PRTVC programs. As each is listed, progra~s made 

available through the Center vTill be named as ones i.•Thich make 

a contribution to that ~~ristian education objective. 

a. Development of Knoviledge of God 
as Creator and Christ as Savior 

1-·iessages gi Yen in the series, 11 The Protestant Hour" 

and "National Radio Pulpitu, fulfill this objective as indi

cated by listener reaction quoted in this thesis and many 

others revie1.ved by the 1.vriter. Many of the messages in the 

series, "Find Life 1-vi th God", have this principle as a pur-
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pose. This is indicated by the title of series and such 

individual messages as "Discovering His Salvationu, ncon

fession of Christ", and "Practicing His Presence." 

b. :lvfinistry to Grm\ring Persons 
in Various Areas of Life 

It is recognized that this ministry must be to all 

age groups. Host of the programs are of value more to adults 

than to other age groups, though there are some designated 

for youth. There are no programs planned for children. 

Hm..rever, the excellent musical features in the programs have 

an appeal to youth and even to some children as 1vell as to 

adults. Also, such programs as the follovdng have a ministry 

to grm·ring youth and adults: "Povmr VIi thin"; "Religion in 

Shoesn; u Coach Bobby Doddu, \vhich is one of the TV series, 

and n A Layman's Testimony." These subjects of a fevr of the 

messages in the series, npm.,rer \vi thin", indicate the practi

cal values to grm·ring persons, especially in their emotional 

and spiritual problems in daily life: ttAnxious Homentsn, 

nAt the Break:ing Point", "When Emotions OvervJhelm", and 

"Help 1vfy Unbelief." In each program the problem is presented 

b; a semi-dramatic method then a solution offered and the 

listener directed to the r.eal Source of help for every 

Christian. 

The follo-v:ing programs are listed as exarnples of 

ones vrhich may meet the needs of gro,;.,ring persons in various 
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areas of life and relationships. 

Personal life: 

Home life: 

Upper Room--an aid to personal ;..;orship. 

Put God First (TV)--person to person message giv
ing appeal for personal relationship to God 
first in life. 

Find Life lli th God--series of personal appeals for 
personal relationship to God and grm·Ting in the 
Christian life. 

Po-vrer vii thin--dramatic presentation of experiences 
common to ever3r Christian and solutions of pro
blems only in Christ's v·Jay of Life. 

Under One Roof--dealing ivith everyday family pro
blems, found very helpful by.mothers. 

A Layman's Testimony (TV)--the program in this 
series presenting the testimony of a mother's 
responsibility in the home. 

Business life: 

A Layman's Testimony (TV)--series of testimonies 
from nersons who sho-vr hov.r their vocation is an 
opportunity to I•Ti tness for Christ. 

Community life: 

Brother Bryan of Birmingham--challenges Christian 
listeners to the program to dedicate self in 
service to all people in Christ's Name. 

Christianity Applied--a series of progra!TIS vmich 
present actual situations \:lhe:re Christians 
serve people in need in their community. 

c. Challenge to CoTIL.'11itment to God 

In this Christian education objective of commitment, 

there is included not only acceptance of God's gift of Christ 
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as Savior, but full acceptance of His claims i·Jhich means 

obedience to Him and gro~"rth in Him. ~vi th this interpretation 

in mind, the follo1:ring programs are suggested as ones -vrhich 

include the challenge to conmitment in addition to their 

contribution to the first objective already ment:i.oned. 

Find Life vltth God includes messages on obedience 
to Christ 1 s comrnands, prayer in His Name, study 
of His 1tlorc1, use of His gifts, and love for 
fellm\rmen. 

Han to Han (TV) presents personal talks relating 
to demands for Christian living. 

The Protestant Hour includes many messages that 
call for commitment to God. 

2. Christian Education Techniques Used 

A revieiv of the forr1s of programs made available 

through the PRTVC reveals the fact th8.t several learning 

techniques are used. 

a. Hethods for Learning 

Examples of methods for learning novr being used 

in PRTVC prograt1s are: lecture method as used by 11 The Protes-

tant Hour" and several other programs; semi-dramatic method 

in "Pm·rer Vfithin" and nsecond Chance"; demonstrB.tion of 

service in nChristianity Appliedn; and appreciat:Lon of music 

in "FelloHship Recorded Libraries of Sacred Husicn and excel-

lent music on every program. 
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b. Aids to Training 

Techniques used as aids to training are: vmrkshops 

to train leaders in use~ of radio, television, and other audio-

visual aids; planned visitation for leaders c>.nd others interes

ted in seeing the PRTVC in action T,·Jith informal instruction 

given regarding the service of PRTVC; and making available 

printed materials necessary to have information concerning 

the various programs and '!lethocls of operation of the Center. 

:!:·1c:n1y plans for training leaders~1ip are in the 

ma!.cing; more about these ~trill be t;i ven \'Then the topic uNe'ltT 

Christj.an Education Features Being Planneo.U is discussed in 

this thesis. 

Inter-denominational cooperation demonstrated by 

the PRTVC is itself a training e:x:perience for Christians. 

fJ1h . . .1. 1 . -!- • 1 • • .L. • th c .L. ..... J..s J..S no~,., on .;r seen ::Ln e.c v::Lon 1·J,J.en VlSJ..0::Lng ~ e en t..er, 

but by i:laJT of radio and television prograr:1s the values of 

Protestants 1mr1::::ing together are proved. 

c. Ste1·rardship of Givj_ng 

One rather indirect, yet nonetheless vital, principle 

of Christian edncation is that of Christian ste~"rardship of 

gifts, especially money gifts v.rhich hrcve been necessary to 

] 1 d ' • b1 .1.b_ • f' pPI~1Tjf1 mh-' • t .auncn an . ~m.r:e voss1 """e ~,.,_ e servJ_ce o.... l . .J., v. j_ ___ ls ~')rOJeC 

has involved an educational program of information concerning 

the use of radio and te1evision as L1edia in the ste"Ja.rdship 
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of the gospel and sacrificial giving to possible the 

amazing grmrth of this Center in tl:.e brief span of years s:tnce 

its organization in 1949. 

B. Plans of PRTVC for I'Te·H Cl:.ristian 
Education Features 

~Chose liTho envis:Loned this project and continue to 

serve as its leaders hc,.ve plans in T'ltnd for a yet 1:rider 

service to be renc~ered by the PH'l:Vc. 

l. Training Prograr'1 for Chr~- ian Leaders 

In conference ,,ri th the nresident certain of se 

plans ch .s.re in line th the presenta-

tion of these projected plans :tn early publications 

of the PRTVC. A S'Jll.~11.ary of that "i)rese:.Jtation is given he2"e. 

Producing good television :relig5.ollS leadership 'h"ill be 
acco~l"i)lished through: tr2.inj.ng ministers and oti!.ers 
<:!h::>"('i 110" in 11 <::!e of' ':IV • te· "> C'!'l·i n.u ""8·11"l• 'Y1"" r~i cc+llCiPl'lJ- ~-,.,..,,.,,.~~ .. ·"' -=J·.:·.:;:. ............. \A'"· .... - ' {,.,._· .. J.. ..... -.L..lc_1 0 ·"'"·"'- ~ . .,...( .... ~- .) ,..., V ·• - .,_,ri,..,. lJ ·-· 

tb.rou regule.r and special collrses of study; developing 1 
~-rrl· t.e-r>s r1~,.,~; c; .,n,. ;-,,.....,; ni .,..,0' ~-l!P'~J l. n ~roi ce <-~1)eec1J. it·.J.. u ...,...._,._' .,._..,_LA,_,.,. .... ~ ~.L.C: ...... ..t,..')' ...._,~-Ct...~ .. ,... -'~.L4~::.o ~.J ................. ~. - V - t.,..,. • .: ,1. e 

These plans made four years ago are nearer realiza-

tion novr. The con'1)letion of the television studio at the 

Center in 1956 is a bj_g step tm,rarcl the goal. The charter 

of PR~?VC incltldes the follmiring provision vJhj_ch gives authority 

for proceecU.ne; ui th tl1.ese Christian educe:tion plans: 

The object of 
edtl cat::Lona1 e.nd 

l. The Prote~tant 

corporation is pro~otion of religious, 
cul tlH'9.l nrojects in the :fj_eld of re.dio, 

. . . . . . 
o Center, Inc., 
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leedershin have been initiated. s program ,roceeds 

it ~dll include training of ministers and se~inary 
') 

stL1c1e::1i~s. L.. 

2. Cooperation ':!ith Educational Institutions 

Tentat:l ve plans, said the l;resident, are als0 ~n 

the for 2 .. cooperative arra~1ger1ent i;Tith ed'JcationaJ_ 

instit1~tions in the vicinity of the PHTVC to offer 

degrees in Nass Con.n.un:tcation.3 

3. Uor~;:shon Progra:·1 in the Field 

T}:1e Center has sec1~red one nobile unit '.Ti th 1rhich 

the plan of Hor~;:shops in the f:teld is being initiated. It 

is ;;lanned tb.2t these training classes be b.eld ·c_mder the 

auspices of ninisterial associations and in such c::·.:'as as 

vdll be arre.nged bet\,reen the leaders in "th.at area and the 

staff of PRTVC. The fimwc:i.ng of st1ch projects is to be 
L. 

supplemented by the groups J:>eceiYing the education. ' 

. . . . . . 
1. Charter of PRTVC, 191+9, paragraph 3. 
2. Cf. conference ·hrith president of PR:rvc, June, 1956. 
3. Ibid. 
4. Ibid. 
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4. Research and E:::I!Jerimentation 

It is proposed that the Center conduct research 

studies especially in the field of reJ.igious television. 

Such a project is to be closely related to the training 

program of the Center. 1 

These projected plans as given by leaders of' PRTVC 

bear evidence of the fact that they recognize that the Center 

has a distinct contri butj_on to mak:e to Christian education 

and that in addition to \'mat is no~:T being done in this field, 

yet more is being planned. The fa.ct that video-tape is no·H 

unveiled to the public and is already in actual use 11 marks 

a milestone in the b.istory of comm1.m:Lcations" and opens the 

vray for miracles in religious television. The Center antici-

pates using video-tape in the .;:> 2 near ..LUture. 

F. Possibilities for Further Contrib1...1tion 
to Christian Education 

Because the field of radio and television communi-

cation is such a rapidly developing one and because these 

media are being :nacle increasingly available to the church in 

all of :i.ts program of enlisting and developing grm·ring persons, 

the present service and the possibilities of an expanding 

service of the PRTVC have been the concern of this thesis. 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. The Protestant Radio Center, Inc., op. cit., p. 15. 
2. Cf. Ampex Playback, Ampex CorporatJon, Recb:·mod City, 

California, Dece,?Iber, 1956, pp. 1-2. 
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James R. HcCain, former president of Agnes Scott College, 

cont"TTenting on this subject, says, 11 1Jo field of development 

has been r:1ore rapid anc1 continuous than the radio and tele-

· · h ¥,. • t ..:1 +- • • t · ul V2s2on emp ases • • • heep2ng up o uaue lS a maJor opera 2on. 

In presenting possibilities for further contribu-

tion of the PRTVC to Christian educat:Lon, suggestions are 

first given from communications received, then certain 

others are offered by the 1vri ter of this thesis. 

1. Suggestions in Comraunications Received 

One business man makes this comment regarding the 

development of the service of PRTVC through ne\v avenues of 

approach. "The PRTVC ••• must keep pace with the age in 

,,fuich "i>!e live. ~'le 1.vould suffer if v.re did not alimys utilize 

the modern methods of communication." 2 

It is in the spirit of this com.ment that suggestions 

have been offered by ministers, educators, and other C:.11ristian 

leaders to 1vhom a request for such suggestions 1vas sent. 

These have been compiled under the follo-vring four topics. 

a. More Education of Constituency 
as to Available Programs 

One minister expresses the need for closer relation-

ship bet-vreen the Center and the governing boards of the 

. . . . . . 
1. James R. NcCain, personal letter, September, 1956. 
2. Earl Blazer, personal letter, October, 1956. 
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constituent agencies of the PRTVC to the end of strengthening 

the service rendered by the respective boards and acquainting 

the people represented by these 't·ri th the programs available 

from the Center. He adds that there is need for a more 

extensive prograJn of advertising the vrork of the Center. 1 

Ted Rand, the general manager of radio station KDRS, 

Paragould, Arkansas, senses the need for more publicity espe

cially to radio stat:tons, regarding the "fine library of 

transcribed and religious music • • • and the Fellm·.rship 
112 Hymnal made available by the Center. 

From Rm·rena !vfcCutchen, executive secretary of 

vlomen' s \·fork, Presbyterian Church, u.s., comes this comment 

vrhich is nertinent here. "The first big job before those - / 

wno would see these media used to their fullest extent is to 

educate the Church to the possibilities involved.n3 

b. Closer Tie i:li th Education Institutions 

This suggestion is presented by a college president 

viho said, "I 1.muld loolc favorably upon an extension of the 

ministry of the Center by a close tie icfith our educational 

institutions, particularly church colleges and theological 

seminaries. u4 

. . . . . . 
1. Cf. Harry A. Fifield, personal letter, September, 1956. 
2. Ted Rand, personal letter, October, 1956. 
3. Rovrena NcCutchen, personal letter, October, 1956. 
4. Alston, personal letter, October, 1956. 
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Goodrich C. vfuite, president o~ Emory University, 

Emory University, Georgia, said in his com.rnunication, "We 

have been highly grati~ied to cooperate in the development 

of this enterprise and have found satis~action in the contri

bution it is making and in the prospect of continuing and 

extended service. 111 

The business manager of Emory University, 

c. o. Emmerich, says this regarding the readiness o~ Emory 

to cooperate in this program of the PRTVC: 

Since this plant (PRTVC) is located adjacent to the Emory 
University campus, there is a feeling that some day we 
may be able to 1-rork out programs of mutual interest to2 the 
University and the churches '~1rorking through the PRTVC. 

A member of the Board o~ Trustees, HcCain, 'Who is 

also very active in the field of higher Christian education, 

expresses his conviction that educational institutions may 

find PRTVC useful in the field of "extra-curriculum programs 

and possibly even in the classrooms.n3 

The president of Columbia Theological Seminary, 

Decatur, Georgia, J. HcDov.rell Richards, makes this suggestion 

regarding cooperating 1dth the PRTVC: 

It seems to me that one great service -vrhich the Protestant 
Radio and Television Center might render in addition to 
that of actually producing programs, is to provide neces-
sary training for ministers in the use of radio and television. 
Certainly there is an increasing need ~or such training to 

• • • • • • 

1. Goodrich c. \>Jhite, personal letter, February, 1957. 
2. C. 0. Emmerich, personal letter, September, 1956. 
3 ~ c . it • uC a.J.TI' Op • C_. • 
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be given. The fact that the Candler School of Theology 
and Columbia TheologicaJ Seminary are institutions cooper
ating in this movement is significant, and means that it 
should be possible for us to '\•mrk out suitable courses of 
instruction upon a cooperative basis. vle have not pressed 
this undertaking vigorously up to the present time • • • 
I believe that we can project a. £-ighly worthtvhile plan for 
the instruction of our students. 

c. Possibilities for the ~iissionary Program 
of the Church 

The follovring suggestion from a public relations 

man is an idea offered on this subject: 

This is an almost untouched field and, to me, represents 
one of the greatest promises for future service 'ii.rJ.ich the 
Center has. I a.JTI. sure you are a~,qare of the degree to 
1vhich industry and government, along '\·r.i.th education, use 
audio-visual aids in programs of indoctrination, orienta
tion, and training. I foresee the day vrhen a tremendous 
body of such material ¥r.i.ll be available to the churches 
for uses i·Thich ldll range all the vmy from the training 
of Sunday School teachers to th~,orientation of mission
aries bound for foreign fields. 

A further suggestion for strengthening the missionary 

program of the church is given by Rowena HcCutchen. She 

suggests a missionary story hour for children; a uyou Are 

Theren type of presentation of leaders in the history of the 

church; ana. a "Person to Person" type of presenting fellmv 

Christians from various countries.3 

d. More Family Life, Children, and Youth Programs 

Marshall c. Dendy, executive secretary of the 

. . . . . . 
1. J. McDm..rell Richards, personal letter, September, 1956. 
2. Ansley, op. cit. 
3. McCutchen, op. cit. 
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Board of Christian Education, Presbyterian Church, u.s., makes 

the fol1m·ling suggestions as to hmv the PRTVC can make a yet 

stronger contribution to Christian education: 

Through the preparation of programs designed to reach 
families, v.rl1ich reflect i·mys families are seeking to live 
by their faith and hoiv their faith motivates and determines 
Christian behaviour and character in the family and in 
the community. 

To have a children's hour (or a period) on television \·lith 
a program designed to teach the stories of religious 
leaders who lived in the days of the Bible and since the 
Bible -vvas \1ITitten, in order that children might have an· 
appreciation of and an interest in people ,,fuom God has used. 

Religious programs designed to motivate and teach young 
people in order that their ideals, decisions, and actions 
might reflect the spirit of Christ.! 

This need for more farnily life, children, and youth 

programs represents a grow:i..ng field of opportunity for the 

church. It is reflected in other communications received and 

also in the surrnnarized suggestions 1-·rhich follow·. 

2. Recommendations Offered 

In addition to the suggestions for further contri-

bution of the PRTVC to Christian educatj.on, gleaned from communi

cations and noted in the preceding section, recommendations 

are offered here on the basis of the study made by the writer 

of this thesis. 

. . . . . . 
1. Harshall c. Dendy, personal letter, November, 1956. 
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a. More Programs for Special Audiences 

Though many of the present progra::ns are ones that 

have appeal to adults and youth, it is recommended that there 

be programs planned 1·Ti th the needs of persons in each age group 

in mind and the 1•rhole developing personality of each. The 

follm,J'ing ideas are presented as examples. 

(1) For Adults 

It vrould ·be helpful to have more programs to give 

counsel to adults in these special areas of life: in their 

personal life--Bible studies that point the individual to 

Christ 1 s ~/Jay of Life, and to Him as Counsellor and Guide in 

every problem faced; in their homes--messages that present 

principles to guide parents in providing Christian nurture 

for children and youth; in their co~~unity--panels or addresses 

that present information on the various problems in the 

community and unbiased counsel concerning the Christian's 

responsibility; and in 14'orld-wide fellovrships--adults need 

to ~ave brought to them over radio and television information 

concerning the 1mrld-vrlde missionary program of the church, 

especially that vJhich presents a picture of unj_ ted Protestant

ism at 1·rork in this country and around the vmrld. It is sug-

gested here that there might be cooperation vr.i th the Al·'1erican 

Bible Society in their expanding plans for production of 

audio-visual materials. 1 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Bible Society Record, "Dr~ Nettinga to Direct Education
al Publicity", American Bible Society, Ne-v;r York, .January, 
1957' p. 14. 
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(2) For Youth 

Programs such as those just suggested for adults 

might be ones of interest and concern to youth, too. Es

pecially 1vould older young people find an appeal from progra'Us 

presenting current problems in the community and those 'tvhich 

give a picture of the ·world--vride outreach of the churcb .• 

Other suggestions for programs for youth are ones 

that increase appreciation of the best in C'nristian h~;nnnology 

and other forms of religious music, and programs that give 

guidance in solution of problems ~,.,rhich youth face today. 

(3) For Children 

This is an open field for service since as yet the 

Center has not been able to provide programs for this age 

group. Suggestions for such programs are: story hours--pre

senting mj_ssionary heroes and other courageous leaders of the 

church; Bible hours--v.Jhen Sllch subjects as nThe Child and the 

Book" are skilfully presented to reach the needs of the grovring 

child w:tth the truths in God's 1vord; 'tvorship services--so 

planned that the cbj_ld vrill realize this as a need of his or 

her life, aids for both personal and group vrorship incJ_uded; 

and stories or dramatic presentations--shmring values and 

joys in 1-mrking together and helping others in the home, the 

school, and the church. 

b. Training for Particulc>r Service 

It is recommended that by radio, television, films, 
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or tape recording there be presented through the vrorJcshop 

method guidance for doing certain taslcs, for exarnple: service 

as program director, Sunday School teacher, or officer in 

some church organization. Also there is need for proceeding 

vri th plans lrhich the Center has envisioned for visual aids 

itTOrkshops in the field, these to reach laymen and 'ltmmen as 

trell as ministers. 

c. Cooperation \Ji th Higher Education Institutions 

It is recommended that plans proceed for the e::ctension 

of service of PRTVC j_n cooperation 1v:i.th church colleges and 

theological seminaries for graduate degree courses in mass 

communication and special training for seminary students. 

d. Enlarged Public Relations Program 

Because the radio and televis:'!.on industry is moving 

so rapidly and because the opportunities for using these media. 

for religion~ increasing so steadily, it is necessary that 

the present values of the PRTVC be conserved and its contri

bution to Christian education be enlarged. 

It is recommended as ameans to this end there should 

be a larger public relations program 1,'1i th more emphasis on 

Christian education values of radio and television. For 

that purpose the follm,ring suggestions are offered: 

Formulate and promote a plan for :nore cooperation of the 
constituent agencies vri th the PRTVC in educatj_ng their 
people in appreciation and use of these :medj_a in Chri~:tian 
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education, and the need for supporting the Center vli th 
gifts of money and prayers. 

Have on the staff of PRTVC a Christian education trained 
person to confer "~:rith educational staff representatives 
of constituent agencies concerning plans f~r additional 
Christian education programs needed and use of these in 
the churchts program of Christian education. 

Plan for a study of the whole field of mass communication 
to be made by the responsible representatives of the con
stituent agencies of the PRTVC, vii th a vieiv to more effec
tive use of the radio and television media in the program 
of the denominations represented on the Board. (This 
project is being carried on by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, u.s., for their constituency.) 

Hake available for 1'1'ide distribution a basic manual giving 
the purpose, objectives, and program of PRTVC. 

G. Summary 

For the development of the subject, The Contribution 

of the PRTVC to Christian Education, there ivas first presented 

a reviei,T of relationships of the Center to radio and television 

stations, to its Ow"D constituent agencies, e.nd to the BFC 

'tvhich is the service arm of the H. C. C. in the field of mass 

communication. It \<Tas shmm that these rela.t:i.onships proved 

the value of the cooperative technique in the use of religious 

radio and television making available larger channels and 

thus reaching more people ·Hi th the Cb.ristian education pro-

gram of the church. 

Means used for evaluating the PRTVC program '-roro 

first, evidence from a compilation of fan-mail reactions, 

second, from personal communications received in ansi..rer to a 
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request, and third, from a study of the present program as 

measured by Christian education objectives and techniques. 

Through this process of study certain ~nristian education 

values \,rere noted. 

Plans for nm,v Christian education features \Thich 

the PRTVC has· envisioned 11ere revievred. These include train-

• +' 1 d t• "tb ~ t• 1 . t•,J.. t• ~ng 0.1.. _ea cers, coopera lOn \•ll ... ec<UCa J_ona J..nS J_ t.U J..OnS, 

and 11orkshop program in the field. Other suggestions -vrere 

then presented for enlarging the program of the Center, 

including certain features \vhich '\vould strengthen the contri-

bution of the PRTVC and enrich its prograr1. It 1vas recognized 

that for such an expansion of service more support through 

faith, gifts, prayers, and ,,rork. ·Hould be needed by the 

constituent agencies of the Center. 
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CHAPT~-q IV 

A. Summary 

This study of the contribution of the PRTVC to 

Christi~m education has revealed the fa.ct that Protestants 

are increasingly recognizing the importance of the use of 

rad:i.o and television as channels of communication of the 

Gospel message and are putting into operation the philosophy 

of coopera.tion rather than competi t5.on. The specj_al emphasis 

of this subject has been the use of these media in the field 

of Christian educc-~tion. 

Before considering that emphasis a survey 'V'JftS made 

in Chapter I of the nature progra.m of the PRTVC. It v-ras 

first noted that the Center is a non-profit organization 

located in Atlanta, Georgia. It is inter-denominational in 

its character and cornosit:i.on since 1 t is the radio and tele-

vis:i.on service arm. of five denominat:i.ons. The Board of Trustees 

is composed of representat:Lves of the duly a1Jthorizecl bodies 

of the follm<Jing denominations: the ~{ethodi9t CJmrch, the 

United I.~uthera.ll Church, the Episcopel Church, the Presbyter:tan 

Churcfl iT q A 
. -~' ,; • \..c • .ll. • ' and the Presbyterian CJ.11...1rch, Also three 

educationa.l institutions are reDresented on the Board: Agnes 

Scott College,Colurnbia Theological Seminary, and Candler 

-81-
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School of Theology, Emory University. 

The unique contribution of the PRTVC is tb.reefold: 

cooperation bet"t·reen reJ.igious rac35o interests; production of 

religious radio and television progrnms and other audio-visual 

aids for use by member agencies of the Center or other groups 

desiring such l;rogra:<1S; and distribution of tb.ese progrG'J"lS. 

A sDrvey of the program of the PRTVC sho"Jed not only the 

variety a.nd high quality of programs but also u:Lde extent of 

ser•rice rendered by the Center, reach.ing around the uorld 

through the 1·ree1:1y broadcast of 11 The Protestant Eouru programs 

'\vhich n_re 11sed by the Armed Forces Radio Serv:Lces in every 

place 1.f.here United States occup2.tional forces a!'e located. 

In further nreparation for considering the contri-

bution of the PRTVC to Chi·istian educat:Lon there ';iaS presented 

in Chapter II a study of the nature of Ch:r·istian educa1~lon, 

its b
. . . o Jec1-::l ves, c:md some current vievrs. Then a definition on 

the 

evaluating the Christian educat:Lon fee"tt1res of the l;rogram of 

the Center: a m::Lnistr7 to grm·ring people of all age groups 

tb.roue:h developing a ~:no",fledge of God as Fathe:c ccnd CJxcist 

obedience to H:Lrn; and Christian 

gro-vr'ch in a.ll e"reas of life. 

Tlr.•o1Jgb. a brief surve:;."' stn , fi:.:-st of rs.dio anc1 

telev:Ls:l..on as n1edia of ClE"i educat:Lon e.ncl then of edu-

cati0Dal broadcasting policies 
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that these j_ncl11ded Y8.lues for Cb.rist education a.ncl. presented 

open doors of usefulness through ;f:lich Cl1risti""n educaJcion 

could reaci<. millions of s and eJ.so serYe in t1:.o church. 

Bece.t1se of t:l'le far-reaci1inr; service of t11e BJ!C of 

the 7'T.G.G. the ~;urryoso, objectives, , 2.1JC1 pl~ of 

,,rJ1ich ue:<:.'e sui·veyed e.lso t:;.rough 

presents a sryecial opportuni for 

ople, es of Christian 

instruction and leadershin training. Therefore is a 

oduce.t:Lon. 

In Chanter III the coopr::rati ve 1·1or':ing relc.tj_onships 

of the PHT'lC 'Hi th r-e.dio and television stations, 1dth the 

constituent agencies of tb.e Center, and 1·ri th the BFC irrere 

presented as evidence of the far-reaching influence the 

services rendered throu the Center. An eYa111atj_on of th2t 

ech1C2.t5.on "'i • , .. 

ODJCC'"G~~"tlOS tecl'.IJirtues. 

j_i~ ·t-ras fot1ncl~ sent 

proe:ra:.] dist:i.nct C}•.ristinn ecl.ucation values. 

The discussion of sugeested 

phase of the Center ~as consider-

00~ f~~~t in the lir,tt o~ t.;lans ch - ........ __ ~ • .i J ' ' 

some tine r:.nd t the secTJring of 

adeauate supDort. Possibilities for this increased service 
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then certcdn recom''?endatio>Js ue:re offered o:.1CS 

seem to fulfill yet unmet needs and areas of responsibility. 

B. Conclusion 

hature, its unicue 

j_ ts far-reachinp; influence due to its :)urnoses and 

grmd~h and unprecec10l"'lted success 

in so short n period of tine, is a valuable nediurr:t for the 

service of broadcast telecc:.st1ng the nessa.ge of the 

c!:1urch. 

The pro gran of the Center, though :JUcb. of it may 

seem to be only evangelistic in its ,urpose and nature, has 

certain distinct ChJ.:•istinn education values. Emrever, evidence 

\vas given to !)rove thaet the PRT'JC faces a tremendous op~)or-

tuni ty for an enlar geElEmt of j_ ts serv·ice c:.ncl for incorporating 

in progro.;'] nany nm:e Christian education features. There 

is adequate equipnent and an effic:tent, technically trained 

staff to meet this d:tallen,c:e for adve.nce. It vras su~:::c;ested 

that a ClJ.ristio.n educatj_on-trained staff person co1-1ld render 

valuable service in this proposed enlarged service. 

To ma!;:e possible this greater contribution of the 

PRTVC to Christian educatj_on it l'ras shOi.m that there raust be 

on the part of the constituency of the Center a larger vision 

of the possibilities for this for\·ncn~cl novement; a more 1.ntel-

ligent understanding of the r21Jid development of the radio and 
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t'elevision industry \1i th the resulting ,,.rlder opportunities 

f' ,. . +''' ;:;• '1 , •• _or re_J..gJ..ous use o.;: -cnese ::neuJ..a; nne a corresponcnng J..ncrease 

in the support of thj_s area of service for the chu:r·ch through 

greatl:r enlarged giving and steadfast faith, ~.rork, and prayer. 
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Dear Friend: 

23 5 East 1~9th Street 
rTei:T York 17, Km·r York 
September 111-, l956 

This communication is sent to you as one i.tvho has e:i:pressed 
interest in ancl apnroval of The Protestant Radio and Tele
vision Center. Your valued letter received by the Center 
a few years ago leads me to as~ for your reaction to this 
agency as it is no,,r se:"ving. 

The special occasion of this letter is that I have selected 
the Protestant Radio and Televis:ton Center as the S1Jbject 
for a Master's Degree of Religious Education at Biblical 
Semine.ry in Nm·r Yor~:. Not only do I believe tha.t the area 
of relis;ious rad5_o <Wd television is a very timely e.nd im
portant one for the Church to enter more fully, but it is 
also my conviction that the Protestant Radio and Television 
Center offers a sulendid :nediu:rn for such service. Hy re
search to date has served to strengthen that convj_ction. 

Any testimony i.t,rhich you feel led to give :regarding the 
service of our Protesta.nt Radio and Television Center Hill 
be deenlv a:onreciated. Please also give any suggestj_ons 
"t·rhich ~roil rna~' have for its future service. The- enclosed 
envelo~e is ~or your convenience. 

En c. 
Jl1!1c: gs 

Sincerely your friend, 

Janie 1v. lifcGaughey 
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AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 
DECATUR, GEORGIA 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT October 5, 19.56 

Miss Janie w. McGaughey 
235 East 49th Street 
New York 17, New York 

dear Miss McGaughey: 

Greetings to you from the Alstons and from your 
friends~ 

s Scott 

I regret this delay in replying to your good letter of recent 
date. We have been very much involved in activities incident to 
the beginning of the college year. I sincerely trust that this re
sponse to your· letter is not too late to be of some help to you. 

You have asked me to express myself as to the val1.1e of the 
Protestant Radio and Television Center. In my judgment, this enter
Prise has been one of the most successful ventures of any that we 
have had in this area in the past decade. Obviously, the Protestant 
Radio and Television Center has met some very real needs. It has 
offered a first-rate medium for the propagation of spiritual t~~th. 
It has aff'or~ded ·-:co the Protestant Church a much needed opportunity 
to make full use of radio and (at least as a beginning) of television .. 
Countless thousands of people, unquestionably, have been influenced 
by the ministry that this Center affords.. I cannot help but think 
of the large number of shut-ins, sick people in homes and hospitals, 
inmates of prisons and asylums, as well as those who travel in automo
biles, 1iho have been benefitted by the Genter. It is my judgment 
that the affairs of the Protestant Radio and Television Center 
been handled most expeditiously and effectively by the executive 
staff and the governing board. li feel that the Center is a genuine 
educational medium that has deserved the approval that it has re
ceived. 

So far as future service is concerned~ it seems to me that the 
Center is in a very favorable position to render an increased service~ 
particularly in view of' the recent development of television. I 
would look favorably upon an exte!lsion of the ministry of the Center 
by a ... close tie with our educational institutions, particularly church 
colleges and theological seminaries. · While I am not technically ac
quainted with all of the possibilities, I cannot help but feel that 
the Protestant Radio and Television Center is a farsighted venture 
that will be kept abreast of the needs of tomorrow as·~-well as those 
of today. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Miss Janie w. McGaughey -2- October 5, 1956 

I do not know whether my expression will be o£ any assistance 
to yo11. I am much interested in what you are doing and I wish for 
you the blessing of God and great personal satisfaction. 

With kindest personal regards to you, I rum 

WMA/ht 

Cordially yo11r friend, 

~)n, 
Wallace M. Alston 
President 
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SERVING GREATEST SUBURBAN MARKET 

379 NEW YORK AVENUE · HUNTINGTON, LONG ISLAND. N.Y. · HUNTINGTON 4-6740-1 

Miss Janie W. McGaughey 
235 East 49th Street 
New York 17, New York 

Dear Miss :McGaughey: 

Edward J. Fitzgerald, General Manager 

October 2, 1956 

!I!GSM is more than happy to help you in your lvork with the 
Protestant Radio and Television Center. 

You have certainly made an excellent choice for your thesis. 
The Center has been most helpful to us in programming high
caliber religious programs on WUSM (and our recently acquired 
sister station, WUBB). 

We have carried 11 The Protestant Hour-n for four years and 
plan on continuing this series indefinitely. Their speakers 

'are the finest in the country and, although we devote most 
of our religious nair time" to "local" Long Island churches 
and temples, we are honored to carry 11 The Protestant Hour 11 • 

The response of our listeners also indicate)how much this 
service is appreciated. 

The Center is doing a fine job and we would like to wish 
them and yourself, continued success in this worthwhile 
undertaking. 

Sincerely, 

MA/ks 
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Miss Janie w. McGaughey 
235 East 49th Street 
New York 17, N. Y. 

Dear Miss McGaughey: 

EMORY UNIVERSITY 
EMORY UNIVERSITY. GEORGIA 

September 12, 1956 

This is in reply to your letter of September 6 in which you ask for ntesti
monytt with respect to the service of the Protestant Television and Hadio 
Center. 

I am more than happy to accede to this request because it represents, to 
me, an opportunity to say a good word for an organization which I am con
vinced offers tremendous opportunities for the several Protestant denomina
tions in many phases of their work. 

I should like to say at the outset that a good bit of the potential of the 
center is related to the personnel which it has assembled. Dr. 
Dr. Arnold, the members of their staff are truly dedicated and outstand-
ing individuals. Not are they splensiid Gn:r;l..stians but, equally as im-
portant in a specialized endeavor of this kind, they a:r~_p(?ople 
competence in the special skills involved in the creation and production 
ofj"adio, television audio-visual materials. I believe in idea of 
the center I believe equally in the individuals who are making it their 
life. 

As I understand it, the Center came into being as a result of the realiza
tion on the part of a group of Protestant leaders that the Christian church 
must now, as it has in the past, make use of the most modern and effective 
devices of communications not only in carrying the message to the people 
the world, but also in planning, developing, maintaining and extending the 
sharpness of focus, the clarity of program, and the depth of training and_ 
understanding necess~ within its 01~ organizational structure. 

In order that this last sentence will not been obscure, let me explain: 
the Presbyterian church has recently made a designed to be of help to 
workers in its Negro divisions who are assisting in the kind of planning 
necessary for the development of new churches to serve this important seg
ment of our Christian society. This picture, then, is not directly designed 
to extend the faith in any homiletic sense but represents, rather, an 
to improve internal communication~o develop a higher level of competency 
on the part of church workers~and, in general, to point the way to effec
tive operation of the rr~chinery of the church. 

This is an almost untouched field and, to me, represents one of the greatest 
promises for future service which the Center has. I am sure you are aware 
of the degree to which industry and government, along with education, use 
audie-visual aids in programs of indoctrination, orientation, and training. 
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I foresee the day when a tremendous body of such material will be available 
1to the churches for uses which will range all the way from the training of 
f Sunday School teachers to the orientation of missionaries bound for foreign 
'~,fields. 

The more obvious functions of the Center which are related to what might be 
called the ttpreaching» mission of the various churches is already underway 
and can be extended almost beyond imagination in the future. I think I need 
say no more about this than that, as it goes along, the Center will make use 
of the latest thinking and equipment, I am sure, in the fields of motion 
pictures, music, creative design, and, indeed, in the whole broad area of 
the audio and the visual arts. In order most effectively to fulfill the 
purposes for which it was founded, the Center will need to cleave everlast
ingly to the highest standards of production and of creativity. While com
petition should not be the spirit of its activities, it seems to me unnecesr 
sary to say that the insistent demands upon the time and the attention of i 
the American public and, indeed, of the people of the world, will require / 
that the materials produced by the center meet the highest standards of \ 
presentation in the various fields into which they fall. /~-~ 

Finally, let me make one comment which seems to me to relate to one of the 
problems which the center will need to solve. It is a dilemma which really 
has two horns. In the first place, if my own experience is any guide, a 
good bit of "selling" will have to be done within the framework of the 
various denominations to induce the leadership of these churches to make 
maximum effective use of the tool which the Protestant Television and Radio 
Center"r~re,sents.·"-Tii the se'col1d. place, ancl to turn the coin over, it will 
be equally necessary for the people of the Center to place emphasis always 
upon the high standards to which I have already referred and to insist upon 
the most rigorous professional approach. in the planning and production. of 
the various materials wf~n which."''tney wi.ii be working. To put it ·another · 
way;····my guess.ls that the future will find churc11'people who are either 
apathetic, on the one hand, or who are enthusiastic but inept amateurs, on 
the other. If the Center is to realize on the truly great future which I 
foresee for it, I think it will have to develop ways and means of dealing 
with both these attitudes. 

I'm not at all sure that these somewhat rambling remarks will be of any 
help to you. Certainly, I hope they will. And I hope you will feel free 
to let me know if there is any other way in which I can be of help to you. 

Ve!ii)~"• 
Bra&rord D. Ans~y 

BDA:a.c 
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ST. LOUIS 2,mo. 

EARL BLAZER INSURANCE AGENCY 
<!10 • 211 BANK OF MARYVILLE BUILDING 

MARYVILLE. TENNESSe:E 

October 3, 1956 

Miss Janie w. McGaughey 
235 East 49th Street 
New York 17, New York 

Dear ~Uss McGaughey: 

I trust that my reply to your letter o~ Sept
ember 14 is not too late, but it has been imposs
ible ~or me to make a reply sooner. 

The Protestant Radio and Television Center, as 
I see it, is essential because the church must keep 
pace with the age in which we live. We would suf~er 
i~ we did not always utilize the modern methods o~ 
communication. The development o~ the Radio and Tel
evision Center will o~en new avenues o~ approach to 
people who do not go to church •. 

It is my ~eeling that too o~ten the program is 
design~d to attract one certain group o~ people and 
that there is a vast group untouched. It seems to 
me that probably more than one program should be de
veloped, and that the appeal o~ each should be dir
ected to a di~~erent group of people. 

It has been my privilege to be rather closely 
associated with this Institution in the past ~ew 
years, and naturally I am enthusiastic about it. 

EB/do 

/ 
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EMORY UNIVERSITY 
EMORY UNIVERSITY, GEORGIA 

CANDLER SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 

Dear ttl.ss 

I am in re 
and 

and ask them 
whora you should 

I 
· :tn the 

,~~ill reacb th.e111 ~Prctestar1t, 

Atlanta, 

of its k~;_nd 

realize 
to the fu:rthera:nce of 

Good to you in your proje 

Dean 
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VVORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 

Honorary President; THE LORD BISHOP OF CHICHESTER 

General Secretary; REV. DR. W. A. VISSER 'T HOOFT 

Presidents: Associate General Secretaries: 

REV. DR. JOHN BAILLIE, Scotland REV. DR. ROBERTS. BILHEIMER 

REV. DR. LESLIE E. COOKE BISHOP SANTE UBERTO BARBIERI, Brazil 

BISHOP OTTO K. DIBELIUS, Germany 
METROPOLITAN JUHANON MAR THOMA. India 
ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL. United States 

REV. DR. 0. FREDERICK NOLDE 

Staff in the U.S.A.: 
RT. REV. HENRY KNOX SHERRILL, United States REV. DR. SAMUEL McCREA CA VERT. Executive Secretary 

MISS ELEANOR KENT BROWNE. Administration and Financo 

REV. ELSIE THOMAS CULVER, Information 

Central Committee 

Chairman; REV. DR. FRANKLIN CLARK FRY 
Vico Chairman; REV. DR. ERNEST A. PAYNE MISS FRANCES MAEDA. Youth 

New York Office 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 

~uss JariLe McGaughey 
235 East 49th Street 
Nevr York 17, New York 

Dear ~uss McGaughey: 

WAtkins 4-8551 Cable Address: WORCIL 

September 14, 1956 

I am glad to know that you are -writing a thesis on the ·work of 
the Protestant Radio and Televis:.i..on Center in Atlanta. I counted 
it a great privilege to be in touch with the work the center 
in its formative stage. It is a great satisfaction to me to see 
the ;'_!'lma,:rJ£::l.ble de:vs::lopment of the project during the subsequent 
period. I could hm"'dly have believed that in so short a time 
far-reac:b.ing a program could have been put into effect. 

the period since I left the work of the National Council of 
Churches I have not had the opportunity of keeping in continuous 
touch with the vmr k of the center • I am therefore not able to add 
much to what I said and written on previous occasions about 
the project. I continue, ho-r1ever, to be w~y interested §\r,:td. }?g 
be deeply grateful for the ecumenical spirit in which the work of 
the center being carried on. · · 

Always cordially yours, 

Samuel McCrea Cavert 
Executive Secretary in the u.s. 
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DIOCESE OF ATLANTA 
2744 PEACHTREE ROAD, N. E. 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

THB RT. RBv. RANDOLPH R. CLAIBORNE, Ja. September 21, 1956 BISHOP 

Miss Janie W. McGaughey, 
235 East 49th Street, 
New York 17, New York. 

Dear !1iss McGaughey: 

I am interested to have your letter of 
September 14th stating that you have selected the 
Protestant Radio and Television Center as the 
subject for your Master's Degree in Religious Education. 

I agree with you that our Radio and Television 
Center offers a splendid medium for expression by the 
Church. It has already accomplished a great deal for 
the spread of the Gospel and I believe the possibilities 
for the future are almost unlimited. 

The Episcopal Church is one of the pioneers 
in this field and from the beginning we have been one 
of the member denominations. THE EPISCOPAL HOUR and 
ANOTHER CHANCE, the program sponsored by the women of our 
Church, are regular annual broadcasts. Our Church furnished 
the $25,000.00 organ for the Center; our members have contributed 
their share of the funds been raised for the installation of 
Television equipment; and our Church supports the Episcopal 
Radio-TV Foundation which produces and presents THE EPISCOPAL 
HOUR and ANOTHER CHANCE. 

I am glad to add my testimony to that of the 
thousands of people who feel that the Protestant Radio 
Television Center is doing a splendid work and that its 
future usefulness is almost unlimited. 

RRC:mlf 
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ORLANDO BROA CASTING COMPANY, INC. 
:JO SOUTH IVANHOE BOULEVARD • P. 0. BOX 3707 • TELEPHONE 5-0541 • ORLANDO FLORIDA 

September 19, 1956 

Miss Janie Ttl. ]'lcGaughey 
235 East 49th Street 
New York 17, York 

Dear Miss McGaughey: 

I am very happy to g the our ·n1","'n?~~1'!1'm a11d 
of the production. staff to your reqt1est concerning the 

Protestant Radio and Television Center. 

handling the 
, that the 

teresting, preachers insp ing 
gram entirely professional. 

a 
promptly and we are 
of programs. 

we 
has been in

portions of the pro-

or non-arrival' 

The saves us 
addressed envelopes 

time by supplying self-
for leturning fan mail, which I might int 

out has been 
s idering the 

cc: J. 

lOOKW 
CBS • NBC • ABC • DUMONT 

heavy this type a11d con-
we2ve it. 

the among different denomina
tor 

a 

580KCS • 5KW 92.3MCS • 25KW 
CBS RADIO NETWORK CBS RADIO NETWORK 
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ERWIN G. BAUMER 
P. 0. SOX 81, NORTHSIDE: BRANCH 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

s McGaughey : 

G. 

15, 

I 
T 

e are some 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 

I 
MARSHALL C. DENDY, Executive Secretory 

PRESBYTERIAN BUILDING EIGHT NORTH SIXTH STREET 

RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 

I EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
November 28, 1956 
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Dr. Janie w. McGaughey 
23 5 E. 49th Street 
New York 17, N. Y. 

Dear Miss Janie, 

I am very sorry I have not been able to reply to your 
letter at an earlier date. Absence from the office and pressing re
sponsibilities here have made it impossible for me to answer all of my 
correspondence. 

I would like to suggest three or four things which might 
be of some value to you in the paper you are writing on the study you 
are making. 

Our Protestant Radio Center in Atlanta can serve the cause 
of Christian Education in such ways as the following: 

1. Through the preparation of programs which show how Christianity 
is at the center of life in all of its relationships with 
people and with God. 

2. Through the preparation of programs designed to reach families, 
which reflect ways families are seeking to live by their faith 
and how their faith motivates and determines Chris·cian be
haviour and character in the family and in th'e community. 

3. 'ro have a children's hour (or a period) on television with a 
program designed to teach the stories of religious leaders 
who lived in the days of the Bible and since the Bible was 
written, in order tha~ children might have an appreciation 
of and an interest in people whom God,has used. 

4. Religious programs designed to motivate and teach young peo
ple in order that their ide.als, decisions, and actions might 
reflect the spirit of Christ. 

5. To engage in research and experiment to determine types of re
ligious programs that will be most helpful and most receptive 

the TV audience. 

I believe a further function of the Radio center in At
lanta could be in the preparation of filmstrips, tape recordings, and 
records which can be used in Audio-Visual Education. 
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I believe one of the services the Radio Center has made 
has been to reach masses of people through messages, sermons, and ad
dresses. After all, this is a form of Christian Education. 

I shall be interested in any paper that may come as a 
result of your study. If a copy of it is available I know it would be 
profitable to me if I could read it. 

~,Jith kindest regards, I am 

Executive Secretary 
11CD/ahc 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

EMORY UNIVERSITY 
EMORY UNIVERSITY, GEORGIA 

OFFICE OF THE BUSINESS MANAGER 

Miss Janie w. McGaughey 
235 East 49th St. 
New York 17, New York 

Dear Miss McGaughey: 

September 17, 1956 

I appreciate your interest in work now being done by the 
Protestant Radio and Television Center and am delighted to 
lmow that you plan a study in th.ts area. 

We are not only pleased with the progress of the work to 
date but are excited over the new things we are now plalli~ing. 
Since this work is being administered by Dr. John M. Alexander 
and Jv:Ir. Ernest J. Arnold, I would like to suggest that you 
write each of these two men who are in a far better position 
·w give you a detailed report of the t~ings we are now doing 
and the things we plan to do. 

Since this plant is located adjacent to the Emory Univer
. sity campus, there is a feeling that some day we may be able 
to work out prograins of mutual interest to the University and 
the churches working through the Protes~~t Radio Center. 

Nay I take this means of wishing you much success in 
your undertaking. 

Sincerely yours, 

COE/gg 
C. 0. Emmerich 
:ausiness Manager 

P. S. If you haven 1 t written Mr. James W. 
gest that you also get in touch with b.im. 
men may be reached at The Protestant Radio 
Inc., 1805 Clifton Road, N. E., Atlanta 6, 

c.o.E. 

Sells, I might sug
All three of these 
and Television Center, 
Georgia 
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HARRY A. FIFIELD, D.D. 
MINISTER 

Miss Janie w. McGaughey 
235 East 49th Street 
New York 17, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. McGaughey: 

1328 PEACHTREE ST. 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

September 191 1956 

Thank you so much for your nice letter of September 14, relative to your 
work toward a master's degree and your interest in the Protestant u"''""'"'-' 

~elevision Center. 

I am, of course, prejudiced both because I am a member of the Board of the 
Center and because I have had the privilege of doing a few programs for them. 
Since I have never heard any of the programs I have done with them, I can s~ this 
without being misunderstood - that what p~~s I have heard are,g:f,'a supe:r;gr 
~~J.ity t<? :the vast majority of religious .. radio P!'og:ra~s now being broadcast. Re
cently, while out of Atlanta, I tuned in across the whole band of stations on a 
Sunday morning, cathmi~ perhaps six or eight different religious broadcasts. 
Only one caught my attention enough to make me want to hear it through. At the 
end I was surprised and happy to know that I was listening to Dr. David Stitt in 
a broadcast done by the Protestant Radio Center. 

I have only this past week been working with Dr. Alexander in an attempt 
to locat..e someone who might help direct and produce television programs. I feel 
the opportunity of the Center here is unlimited. I would suggest that the expan-
sion of its efforts in television be continued to the fullest, and at the earliest '' 
possible date, inc~uding religious drama by capable and committed actors and actres
ses. 

I am not too familiar with the relation.ship between the Center and the various 
Boards of our own Church, but it does seem to me that much greater use can be, and 
ought to be made of the Protestant Radio Center b,y the Executive Boards of our Church 
and all the Churches sharing in the work of the Center, the better to promote their 
programs. 

Perhaps all the work in public relations for the Center is being done that 
finances will allow, but it is my personal feeling that it could use a more exten
sive~program of advertising its own work. 

Finally - and I am sure this is unnecessary to say - I trust that they will 
continue and even increase its high quality radio programs. (I was impressed by 
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Miss McGaughey 

the fact that, in the few programs I shared in, put out by the Center, we re
hearsed and prepared for an average of approximately three hours in order to 
produce one thirty-minute program. It was a great experience and good to know 
the Cente~ is as meticulous as it is in its endeavor to maintain high quality.) 

(2) 

One additional thought - I trust the Center will continue to explore possi
bilities for radio and television broadcasts from the "grass rootstt of the churcJ .. · e 
involved , that is, constantly to be seeking new and acceptable personalities who 
have a particular gift for broadcasting. It is my feeling that other religious 
bzroadcasting agencies are missing a great deal of good talent by assuming that -
persons used in their programs must be established and well-known personalities JJJ... .. 
in the religious field. 

I am sure this information and these suggestions are of little or no use to 
you, but it is a pleasure to hear from you and to be able to respond. God's 
blessing upon you in your ·splendid work. I envy you the opportunity of studying 
at Biblical. Your many friends here join me in greetings. 

sinrly yours, ( 1 I 
a<;~{2/fl 
\l/l:~ A. Fifield· 

HAF: jnn 



-
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Cite nrestone 11re & Rubber Company, Inc. 
HAR.VEY 5. FIR-ESTONE· FOUNOER. 

GENERAL OFFICES 

AKRON 17, OHIO 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 

307 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 16, NEW YORK 

MURRAYHILL 3-3302 

Miss Janie w. McGaughey 
235 East 49 Street 
New York 17, New York 

Dear Miss McGaughey: 

NEW YORK 16, NEW YORK 

September 11, 1956 

My impression of' the Protestant Radio and Television 
Center was gained from a brief' visit to it a f'ew 
years ago when I was in Atlanta. It seemed to me an 
efficient organization with good facilities doing 
valuable work f'or its religion. 

Sincerely yours, 

c~o~ 
·· Bernard Frazier 

New York Public Relations Representative 

BF:EK 

Enjoy the Voice of Firestone on Radio or Television every Monday Evening over A.B. C. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 
IN AMERICA 

Miss Janie w. McGaughey 
235 East 49 street 
New York 17, N.Y. 

Dear Miss McGaughey: 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

LUTHERAN CHURCH HOUSE 

231 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 1&, N.Y. 

September 11, 1956 

The United lutheran Church in America, through its Department 
of Press, Radio and Television, utilizes the facilities of The 
Protestant Radio and Television Center in Atlanta in the production 
of our cnnual United lutheran series of The Protestant Hour. 

The ULCA finds at the Center a staff (1) that insists on high1~,:. 
professional standards of production, (2) with a sense of consecration/ 
and dedication to its Christian mission of witnessing, and (3) with a 
willingness to understand and help solve problems unique in religiOUSJ 
broadcasting. 

Dr. John Alexander, the Rev. Ernest Arnold and Warde A.d.alllS have 
been completely candid in their dealings with representatives of the United 
Lutheran Church, tempering their honesty with a friendliness and sympathy 
that encourages continued harmonious rela:tionships. 

The ULCA's Dr. Edmund Steimle, in a position to compare technical 
differences between multi-recording sessions in Atlanta and at network 
studios here in New York City, says that taping sermons and radio medi
tations at the Protestant Radio Center are much easier than in New York. 
The personal attention, the sympathetic attitudes, and the more leisurely 
pace enable him to do his work in a far more effective frame of mind and 
spirit than in the hustle-bustle of network radio activity. 

Cordially yours, 

FCF/md 
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~bt t)rtsbpttrian (!burcb in tbt 1tnittb •tatts of ~mtrica 
THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

1.\tpartment of 1\abio anb ~tltbf~fon 

REv. Cr.II.YTOM T. GIUSWOLD, D. D. 
Executive Director 

1viiss 
5 

Nevr 

. . 
We ~,re int.ere~;teci in 

ProtestEnt snd Telev::ision 
ful 
Protest.frnt 

ie 
conL"Tlunion.s. The 
te end 
in 

158 Fifth Avenue, New York 10; N. Y. 

ALgonquin 5-5000 • ALgonquin 5-8247 (Night) 

From the stra 
televisiou netvork 

sre th~: in Pmerica. 

Christian 
eeems that 

listed as the 

tion, I r,;ould 

1955 broedca to the Pre 
1ind items e;bout the J',tlfnt£; on peges 6, 12, 

1956 is enclosed ~md references to the AtlEnta 
on pf'ges 7, End 8. 

As your e;tudy , I will be to 
yt1u want it. F'or tion a bout the 
in this work, I would refer you to the discover 
relf, is not the sfTme +. • w.ons. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

~bt l)rt~bpterian (lCburcb in tbt ~nittb ~tate~ of ~mtrita 
THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

J)epartment of 1\abio anb Gt:elebi~ion 
REv. CLAYTON T. Gl!ISWOLD, D. D. 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 10; N. Y. 

Executive Director . 
ALgonquin 5-5000 • ALgonquin 5-6247 (Night) 

;;;.;:;..;.. •. '"'"""-''='.::::-:: - Dr. Hllrry C. Spencer, 1525 Street, 
NE's}nri11e, 'rennessee 

==:-:: . .:::.;;·:...=. - Hev. Dl:mE' Kennedy, l1venue, New 
Ne•1 

- Mr. , 231 NN1ison J.venue, 
York, 'f<}ew York 

With ;:ell good "'ishes, I em 

yours, 

CTG::mp 
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R AD I 0 

Dear 

I sound 
I am not an 

STATION 

If we ca.11 be of any service to you 

W. H. BRONSON, President 
HENRY B. CLAY, Exec.Vice Pres. and Gen. Mgr. 

let me 

SHREVEPORT, lOUISIANA 

you that 
one. 

THE SHREVEPORT TIMES STATION 
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.). c. LOVE, JR. 
SECRETARY 

Miss Janie W. McGaughey 
235 East 49th Street 
New York 17, New York 

Dear Miss McGaughey: 

INCORPORATED 

September 28, 1956 

I am delighted to have your letter of September 14, explaining your interest 
and study of the Protestant Radio & Television Center, of Atlanta, Georgia. 

I am sure that you have received complete information regarding why and 
how the Protestant Radio & Television Center came into being, so I will not 
attempt to furnish any information in this regard. There are, however, two 
phases of this project which always occur to me as outstanding and unique. 

The Protestant Radio Series, the weekly Protestant program which is produced 
at Atlanta, is the only program of its kind in the United States. It began many 
years ago as a very small undertaking and has grown into tremendous propor
tions. In so far as Methodism is concerned, it is th,~ Q,nly movement in the 
Methodist Church whiclJ. is s:ponsored and directed by two JurisdictioP.,f:l of 
Methodism. All Methodist programs or undertakings -either originate nation-

. wide or within a single jurisdiction. This particular program has served a 
wonderful need in proving it is possible to work together a.cross jurisdictional 
boundaries. The most outstanding achievement of the Protestant Radio Series 
has been its being desigtmted as the Protestant program of the armed forces 
network. Through this. facility it has been possible to spread religious radio 
to the farthest corners of the globe and unquestionably it is an effective 
program in this field ... 

The other significant feature to my thinking is that while millions of dollars 
annually are spent in the production and promotion of 'radio, television and 
films because it is such an effective media nevertheless 'for som.e unknown 
reason this powerful force has never been used before in the promotion of 
religion~- If I am not mistaken, ther~ is nowhere in the world a facility such 
as tbe Protestant Radio & Television Center dedicated exclusively to the 
production of religious programs in the field of radio, film and television. 
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Miss Janie W. McGaughey -2- September 28, 1956 

I am enclosing a brochure which was prepared for presentation to the 
South Central and Southeastern Jurisdictions of the Methodist Church, set
ting forth a resume of the activities of the Protestant Hour, which might 
contain some information useful to you if you do not already have it. 

If specific questions of information should occur to you in connection with 
the preparation of your paper, I will be happy to attempt to answer any 
questions. 

JCL:lr 
Attachments 

Yours very 

i 
l 

/ 

/J. C. Love, 
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AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 
DECATUR, GEORGIA 

September 13, 1956. 

My dear Dr. McGaughey: 

Thank you for your letter. I am glad that you 
are to write your thesis on the ProtestJmt Radio and Television 
Center, and it will give me pleasure to write you about it. I am 
assuming that you do not seek letters for exact quotation. If you do 
wish such, I will be glad to write one; but just now I will write 
in very informal style if I may. 

When Dr. John M. Alexander began to agitate for a Protestant Radio 
program which might enable us to pull away from the Baptists (who 
were the first in the field in Atlanta, I think, and allowed us to 
come~n on a permissive basis, but who were not williUg to have us as 
real partners), I thought his chances were very slim. Agnes Scott 
was willing to cooperate, but did not wish to put up any money. Dr. 
J.M.Richards of Columbia Themlogical Seminary agreed to come in IF 
we did, but had even less money. Dean H.B.Trimble of the Candler 
School of Theology was sympathetic, but had no control of any purse 
strings. One of the key points was the final and somewhat reluctant 
consent of Prsident Goodrich C. WJ:li te for both Emory Uni versi"l:J' and 
the Candler School to go in on a pay basis. The four institutions put 
up $1,000 each for the project. 

Dr. Alexander handled the Presbyterian Church u.s. cooperation in 
good style and got real financial backing• Dr. James w. Sells of the 
Southeastern J-urisdiction of the Methodiat Church was cordial from 
i~he beginning, but his superior Dr. W.F.Quillian,and a key person 
with the denomination, was suspicious and difficmlt to handle. It 
was not till Bishop Arthur J. Moors became sold on the idea that the 
two jurisdictions of the Methodist Churah came in • Par~icipation 
by the Episcopal, Presbyterian U.S.A. and Lutheran denomi:aationsaaa 
only nominal at first, for none of them ijad any money. It took a lot 
of patience and persistence for Dr. Alexander bo ~et his plan launched, 
and it ~as mostly on a shoe string, as it were. 

He was very fortunte to get Warde Adams and M.F.Adams, Jr. in the 
very beginning to assist in all the technical details of which there 
were millions. The quality of their work helped to saQthe programs 
from the start. 

I think the Lord really guided the John Bulow Campbell Foundation to 
provide funds on a conditional basis for the purchase of equipment 
and for getting a start; but there was no place in which the Center 
might operate. Dr. Alexander t~ought that a small room, twelve by 
fifteen feet, in the ba~ement of Buttrick Hall on the Agnes Scott 
campus might serve the purpose, and this was given to him for the 
beginning. They soon found that the adjoinin_g classroom was needed 
for a good deal of the time. Soon, also, they asked to use the 
main auditorium which had a very large pipe organ, and pretty soon 
they needed it for most of the time. They then asked to have wired the 
small audi:borium in Buttrick Hall so as to use its organ from time 
to time. 
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When the joint radio programs started, there were only 26 stations 
in a limited area. All programs were "live" in character, as the 
transcribed type were a~that time regarded as second-rate in quality. 
It was very expensive and difficult to tie together sermons, music 
sn4 other phases of programs. All of these details were greatly 
simplified when tape recordings became the standard for programs. 
The cooperation of various national dehominations was helpful in 
widening the scope of services rendered until at the present t~e 
there are approximately 300 stations from coast to coast, including 
stations from all netwaoks, which regularly accept the programs 
without ~arge of any kind. 

In 1950 the National Broadcasting Company originated their summer 
series. of their nation-wide program at the .t'rotestant Radio Center, 
an~ this enhanced the prestige of the Center. 

Perhaps nothing has done more to emphasize the acceptability of 
the programs and the high character of those participating than 
the determination of the Armed Forces of the United States to dis
tribute the broadcasts to every part of the world where there are 
Americans in service. This is a remarkable coverage. 

When it became e~ident that Agnes ~cott College could no~ontinue 
to enlarge the quarters for the fast-e~ding Radio CenteJ: in view 
of its own growing needs, it was determined that additional assistance 
in the promotional work of the Center musj be provided. ~t was 
quite an important step forward when Rev. Ernest J.Arnold was secured 
as Vice President and Treasuer. He proved to be an excellent leader 
in public relations and in raising money. 

The anonymous donor in Atlanta provided again a key offer towards 
a new building for the Center. There was danger that the ideas of 
size and faeilitie~ght be too small, but the "sights" were raised 
and plans for an exbellent building, which might be enlarged later, 
were made. Friends rallied to the cause and it was constructed 
in a strprisingly short time. 

Dr. Alexander had begun to dream of adding television to the 
cooperative program, and others began to join in his thinking. It 
was decided to ~sk the A»lanta region to provide at least $250,000 
in order to ~z.xtBR equip adequate quarters for this new venture. 
The response to this appeal was remarkable when one considers that 
the Center does not have any alimni or other natural supporters 
either for donors or for campaign workers. 

Since the sound stage and other features have been put into opera• 
tion, it is more and more evident that the possibilities of usefulness 
are almost innumerable. 

No field of development has been more 1 .. apid and continuous than 
the radio and television emphases. Quarters which are adequate 
to-day have been long outgrown by to-morrow. Machinery and equip

·. ment become obsolete in a brief period. Keeping up to date is 
\, a major operation. -~--"'-··~-"·,·w·~·-········· 

----~-~~············· ... 
Dr. Alexander and his associates have been remarkable in looking 

ahead to see developments ought to be planned, but even they have 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

3. 

not been able to dream ideas big enough for the future needs. Very 
fortunately Emory University donated a tract of land larger than ~ 
the immediate needs, but additional land ought to be puchhased. In 
all probability the entire building and equipment may be as outgrown i 
and outmoded in 10 more years as the ~i~inal one-room at Agnes 
Scott has been outgrown now. ./ 

The almos) countless television sets that will be bouBPt in the 
next few years, and the improvement and extension of beoadcasting 
colors and the like will make the production of first-class 
films more expensive and more technical. 

I do not foresee that the Church in general is likely to keep, 
pace with the rapidly moving industry, but I think the ~rotestant\ 
Radio and Television Center may have the initiative and know-how #'l 
and the outlets to do a great work for the Lord. / 

At the present time, if one desires to put on films to promote 
our Presbyterian Colleges, for example, it is needful to get the 
institutions to bear a considerable part of the cost. Perhaps this 
ought generally to be done. However, I would like to think that 
some donor may leave the Center two or three millions of endowment 
so that the main thing to determine filming will be what is most 
effective fihr the Kingdom, and the matter of cost will be secondary. 

It may easily be that television of religious emphases may become 
so effective and interesting that city churches which do not now 
try to have evening Sunday services might pack their houses with 
ant&ddEs to movies and baseballgames and other secular activities. 
The possibilities are innumerable in the religious field. 

It is quite possible also that educational institutions may find :\ 
the Protestant Radio programs and Television offerings quite useful1 
in extra-xurriculum programs and possibly even in the vlassrooms. I 
The City of Atlanta is proposing to operate its own television J 
production st~o and to provide sets for reception in all school / 
rooms. 

Dr. Alexander has dreamed that the educational institutions, par
ticularly the founding ones, may use the Center for field work and 
training in music and in speech training and other subjects. 
It is only an infant as yet, and it is too early to tell how many 
services of how many kinds may be rendered as it goes on towards 
maturity. 

Please pardon these rambling observations of a personal mature. 
You can get all this an.d much more in written form, perhaps, but) 
I have given some of my own impressions. , 

With all good wishes, I 

Dr. Janie W. McGaughey, 
23p East 49th St., 
New York 17, N.Y. 

am, 
Cordially, 

~(f!__o -c..~" 
\..../ James Ross McCain 
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Concerning the Protestant Radio and Television Center 

There is no doubt that God gives to each generation its own problems 
to work out. He also gives each generation its own tools. To this generation 
he has given the use of recording and public address systems, of radio and 
television. They are still new enough to seem amazing. Nor has the church 
yet learned the fullest use that may be made of these media. A beginning 
has been made in the Protestant Radio and Television Center. Its services to 
the armed forces is thrilling. The value of the Protestant Radio Hour is 
inestimable. 

By and large, protestants have yet to realize the full significance of 
these media and therefore have not yet taken advantage of them to their fullest. 
That we are beginning to realize is evident in the very excellent facilities 
that have been bult at the Protestant Radio arid Television Center through 
funds made available by various denominations. The quality of the staff testifies 
to the growing appreciation and understanding of the tremendous possibilities 
inherent in the use of radio and television for the declaration of the Gospel. 
But the Church as a whole has not realized the real potency of these channels to 
the extent that she is willing to put the kind of money into it that is 
necessary for their full use in the evangelization of the world. Nor is she 
challenging and training her young people to such service. 

There are all sorts of possibilities for missionary education in a C 
Childrents Story g£~ for television; in the same media for a "You-are-There" 
type of presentation of Church History; in tapes or films of a "Person-to-Person" 
type ofpresentation of people of other parts of the world who are members of the 
Christian church. The use of television for Bible study and for Christian 
Education of children in the home has hardly begun. The fact of the matter is 
that to do these things would involve a great deal more money and imagination than 
the church has given the development of these media. 

In our desire to avoid second-class results in the area of projected 
visual aids, we are tempted to think of terms of Hollywood production with 
result that the very magnitude of the job is over~heling. This has been a 
danger in the field of radio and television, too. It seems logical to 
suppose that there is a middle road between the two extremes. Nevertheless, 
the first big job before those who would see these media used to their fullest 
extent is to educate the church to the po~sibilit?-e~tinvolved and to the 
financing of therealiziition of these pos'sibili tie's'. With that should be 
included the adequate training of people for this.type of service so that 
there should be technical excellence combined. with deep theological content 
and imaginative and effective expression. ' 

The Protestant Radio and Television Center is an excellent beginning, 
but it is only a beginning. It remains for the Protestant Church to determine 
to make the fullest use of these tools which God has given us for our day 
and generation. 
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OFFICit OF THE PRESIDENT 

Miss Janie w. McGaughey, 
235 East 49th Street, 
New York 17, liew York 

Dear Miss McGaughey: 

Sept. 19, 1956 

I am sorry indeed that I have been so long delayed in 
answering your letter of September 8th. Unfortunately I was out 
of my office during almost the whole of last week, and have been 
busy this ~ek with matters pertaining to the opening of our new 
school year. 

I am glad that you are going to write your master's thesis 
on the work of the Protestant Radio and Television Center and shall 
be deeply interested in what you write. Certainly I am more than glad 
to have you quote anything which I have previously said concerning 
the Center. 

I am sure that there is not a great deal which I can add to 
your factual information concerning the Protestant P~o and Television 
Center for you are well acquainted with this. In my opinion it is one 
of the really significant pieces of work which has been done upon~a.··· 
cooperative basis in American. Protestantism. The fact that it has been 
possible for the various denominations concerned to work together so 
harmoniously in securing :funds for this Center and in carrying on a 
really worthwhile program in it should be an inspiration for similar 
efforts to be made in other areas of the country and in different fields 
of endeavor~ I hope very much indeed that it will be so. 

I think the value of the work which this Center is already 
doing in its radio program is self-evident. The service which is being 
rendered in the field of television is less significant at present, but 
I think that it holds even greater possibilities for the future. Certainly 
it is my hope and belief that the Center will increasingly be able to 
produce religious programs of the highest quality on television, a~d that 
these will be broadcast by many stations around our country. 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Miss Janie w. McGaughey ••• No. 2 

It seems to me that one great service which the Protestant 
Radio and Television Center might render in addition to that of actuallY 
producing programs, is to provide necessary training for ministers in 
the use of radio a.lld television. Certainly there is an increasing need 
for such training to be given. The fact that the Candler School of 
Theology and Columbia Theological Seminary are institutions cooperating 
in this movement is significant, and means that it should be possible 
for us to work out sui table courses of instruction upon a cooperative 
basis • We have not pressed this undertaking vigorously up to the present 
time ,.rl)itt;"'$~··hope to talk··nth Dr; ··tro:tm·:ft.i~e!'-'"~'Bemf'··w-;~,ft·;·"~ 
a'bo:u:t .. J.t-in-~;Ly-~~ I believe that we can project a highly 
worthwhi1e plan for the instwction of our students. ,_ 

. With kind personal regards and with all good wishes for you 
in this important undertaking, I am 

Cordially yours, 

J. McDowell Richards 

R:mh 
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56 0 KILOCYCLES 

Jti.ss Janie W. McGaughey 
235 East 49th Street 
New York 171 New York 

Dear Ulss McGaughey: 

5000 WATTS NBC AFFILIATE 

COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 

September 12, 1956 

Our association with the Protestant Radio and Televi_sion Center 
ewer the years has been chie.fly limited to carrying the religious 
programs or the representative denominations partieipattaa~in 
ttThe Protestant Hour". This we have been happy to do as a public 
service. 

In this connection, we feel the Center is rendering a distinct ser
v.iee in presenting outstanding speakers from among these denomina
tions and from various sections of the country. This, we believe, 
helps us achieve a desirable balance to our local religious broad
cast schedules. 

Sincerely yours, 

JDS:ld 

A BROADCASTING COMPANY OF THE SOUTH STATION 
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EMORY UNIVERSITY 
EMORY UNIVERSITY, GEORGIA 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

JVJiss Janie W. NcGaughey 
235 East 49th Street 
:Nev-r York 17, New York 

Dear ~tiss McGaughey: 

Februar'J 4, 1957 

I apologize again, both for rrry delay in writing you 
and, as well, for rcy inability to send even 

now that 1wuld be helpful to you - though I suspect tbat 
is now so far· that anything else ifOUld be 

too late. 

I have not had any dj_rect, firsthand contact wl th the 
work the Protestant Radio and Television Center except 
that I have, of course, visited the building, have 1moll:rn 
the officers, and have been interested in and appreciative 
of the enterprise and its development.. Others have, however, 
represented the University on the Board of the Center and have 
kept more closely in touch with det,ails of the 1-;ork. 

Thus, as I may have suggested earlier, I am sure that. all 
the information that I might have supplied would have come to 
me from some one else and has in all probability been furnished 
you by others., 

I can, then, say only in ve1y general terins have 
been highly gratified to cooperate in the development of -this 
enterprise and have fou.nd satisfaction in the contribution it 
is making a..11d in the prospect of continuing. and extended service 

CrGH:eu 

Sincerely, 

s~ c.~ .·f-L_. 

Goodrich c. White 
President 
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