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arut1$t:JT for 'm.':f pe~Don end p~pe"'f• ! then thought 

and conaidel"ed whether ! t was beat toll mo to ~•in op 

to go out ana ftlk •1 thin the barool:* till dayl1sht, bu."t 
cou14&f'1tl8 tbat I would thttre bD exposed to be l?Obbe4 

bJ' the soldiers I ~t~Jolved to rema1n.,1n the house un.ttl 

daylight. Th.e7 :prepa.Md rq bed on a so.fa and aa th~J 

talked to me I auw;ru?ed very shot't tii;Jld wi tb ata,p1ns; 

countenanee they lert· !n7 ~t~ and ! Nt1~d but da£te 

not sleep as above menti.oned.. llrlyl1ght soon came an4 

I left this h&b! tat1on, p:ratae th& Lord, ~. Aa I 

waa ftlld.nt; this beautiful mo~nins on th• banks of the 

ba~bo~t waiting tor to see the Commander - aa I oou.l4 

not pass before be aeen m7 ~eapon ....... many tbouahta 

~ ae~• my mind. Aa I looked atl'OUD4 and aaw the 

tJ.'eee, etc., peculiaP to m7 Dat1 ve aoil •J hea~t •• 

up11tted to heaven in g:P&tetulnees fol' the 1~!'Able 

men1ea God .had bestowed on me 1n too JrfUli!l& tdnoe I 

left this mu native laM. t love 1t1 and it seems to 

aa1mate m7 feell:nt-ss to walk once more on 1ts green banks. 

'While walld.ng I held, aa it \Wu.-._. convenat1on wlth :mJ• 

·selt \lfbat God bad done tor- m$ 1 and especially what be 

bad done for 1fl"'' soul. Re hAd w1 th hia ap1~1t atnven 

w1 th me and w1 th h1s pt'ovldenee led me -.wn'lgeat his 



people that taught the pure word ot God• alld b7 these 

blessed mea.na I was brought to the 'knowledge or truth 

and oould ••1• tb&t God fo? ~istta sake bad fo~g1ven 

tay s1tts. t £e•l to say w1 th the B&l.n~~ew oh114~n --

Lot heaven and earth praise Jibd And aa l btlve not had 

the nttonal doubt on my ~~nd but that 1t waa my duty 

to so and see mr relations a~ with the help of the Loll'd 

do what I could .fox- God and t'bell? bstortal eouls. I felt 

to pl"'oee4 on my Joul"ld;r as eoon aa :r eoul4. Aa heN aM 

no stages ~• theft are 1n Ame1'1Ga I had l'ight ea a 

tnvelle19 to Ol"'dttl'* borse and caw1age to go wt th .- to 

the: next bouee appoiD.Wd fop thia ptlf1)oa• which was about 

t1ve mtlea apax-t. Sooft I came to Lun4 a city in the state 

o't Skane, a eelebNted place for co.lleg&e and 11te1'atUN. 

lie!'$ I bad to wa1 t tor tt'esh horae and carriaa;• • ln the 

h~tel whtu-.e I atayed weJte ••velnll 8fmtlemen. They vePJ 

pol1'te1y ad4~&a&4 themselves 1n tbe1~ converaation to 

me. ObatU:I'I'fins I was a ro:relgn$~ they cusked me what part 

l belonged t~. I tol4 the'm I came ftta Worth AmeX~1ea. 

They aake4 me aeveral polite quoat!ona. I dlacov&Nd 

f'J'Om thfttr dretnl that one w•s a Luthe:aan pNaoher. !ba7 

aak•d me 1t Genl. Jackson was President yet, eto., an4 oon ... 

oem1ng o-ur reltgiott. I told them tb.a t though our c1v11 



ltlwl w•%'& ma-de aeco~ing to Obl'istianitJ' the7 had nc 

eomeot1on with the c~cb gcve~nt, eo chunh and 

a tate are not un1 t64 and those ot d1:ttfn:•nt sects of 

Ohf'iattsma J:mve un1ted thsmselvee volmltaat1l;r to these 

Ohr1at1an C:llu.fOhea -wtthout anr eompul.atve meaa~a of 

c!v11 or Hl1gioue laws am that the ctvll lad can not 

and do not say how much we shall or ought to pay OUJl 

pl'eaOhe!"&• eto. I told the!a that so loBS aa people 

swo" and 11 ve4 a Wicked life they cannot belong •• 

motben ot ou:t~ ChMettan soe1ettee. ThtlUJe aentlemen 

a'WO:te almoat :!n evtuzn; wor<t and the Luthe!tan p1'aachora 

••" 1n tbe1Jt compaft7 though ! d14 not hear them smull'• 

b'at theJ panook with the ,_.at and laughed and dtd not 

reprove t..~em.. One or them pol1tal:r took h1a leave ot 

u al'1d as I had told them ouJ? Ghriet1ane enaeavoNd to 

11ve a bcl7 lite they ae.-d to be ve't!f a1leat an.ll one 

ot them came to me and said he should llke to apeak to 

me. He told. me be •• a Luthenn· Pi?eache!' end an agent 

ot tbs Temperance society or sweden he eaid tmJ bad 1n

o"ai'U!t4 till a great: number. He •anted to know 1f we weN 

marq. I told hlm that almost all Chl"1at1ana in America 

belong. I IUJked. him it hG tm.ew how maD.J' Readers then 

were in Sweden. He aa1d~ *I think six thousand. 0 I ask• 



ed M• what be tb~t f)f them. Uia con~,re,aat1oa 

l'&tb.el" bO:fdol.'ll$4 on :r1c:U.otlle but when I told I love4 

theae p$Ople an4 tba t l waa one or the a.- he o'hange4 

b.1s eonve~ation and ·oid he thought theJ • .,. a sood 

·he often attended th&1~ meet1n,;e. I had n.ot1on to oon

vel'Se &DJ lon&;,"er u !1!'1/ conv1ct1ona wu calm. Be told 

me tha,t M l:md eome f:t'om Stoe'khol.a to aee the A!'Chb1ah0p 

ot Lund· if be could g1 ve b1a a chu.rob.. Pool" an. ho did 

not Mp!'Ove them fC)P theil' a'ff$ar!.llg, etc., but on the 

contNI"' partook V$P/ heutil]r in wbat the7 aaid but I 

did not hea~ 'hh1l ._.~. He aak&4 •• ve"l!"!f pol! t.lJ' 1f 

I WOlJ.ld not tak• • 11 ttle wine and wat•l'4 w1 th him whlOh 

1 did aad bade hit~ adieu. 

I tN.Y<4le4 nearly n1.ght and. dl\y and w1 tb up.

lifted b.eattt to the !.,ol"d to d1,.ct "'" jOUI'ae:f ao that I 

11a7 tiad my oldest brot~zt Carl Pettel! who lived f1ft,

miles tJtom Where m"! tatbe~ lived when I left Sweden. Aa 

b& had. found the LO~d b&fOX'$ I lett I hcl)$d he had p"ved 

tai tbf'ul and 1 t would double jo7 to see each othes-. 

As a C~1&tia~ be would. give lie all the intoNation ne•· 

.c.eesaJ.7 to'l! to laJ plana tor m"'J tvtb&r j~J' in what 

•1 to do the most !004. 'lotbil'l,g pan1cular happened 



till I caM to Net~ b7', .four miles fl"'m. where ! 

expected to aee 'ftt7 dear brother. I had a letter troll 

a JO'Illlg JU.n I have bad :tn rq employ to:t? f'O\ii' reare, 

which h&.d found the Lord in happy America. It au to 

his pa~nte thOUih some distance e>ut of :my ?ta7'. I 

thought 1 t would be e. jo7 on the pan of the peu:-&nta 

to bea~ fNm the eon that hat! 'been away t~ thea 

e!.sht yea~-a. and 1f' tbe good Lol"d spaN Wl'f life to see 

America to tell him that ! had seen b1s parents, etc. 

!hough the dr11¥B1' knew where J.P.a. paren.te lived it 

nta w1 tb. great d1ft1eulty I could @tt h1m to go so much 

out ot our way ae to see th&l~h But when we oame pet;t

bapa halt wa7 to the pleee theft •• two roads arul as 

we see a man and a woman CO'.me we stopped to ask the 

right l'I'Oad to G~t 'a • He aaid tbat 1 t ftfJ bis Mmeo 

'.fbey ~ near to the wagon and I aeked. them if the:r 

had any children in liorth America. TnbJ told me J'G•• I 

told them I bad a letteJ.- t"l'Om one ot tb.eil" aone. I also 

told t'be't,>t! I had aeen h1m au neka ago in A.el'iea.. I can 

aeveJ? :ror(!iet w1 th what heartfelt emotion then pa"lita 

expressed th&mSelvea. Aa :t take leave or them thettt epa 

weM full w1 tb tea:t-a of tluro.ktulne•a foX' m7 1(1nd.neas an4 

for joy that tb.e:r CC>uld hea~ tl"om their son that 1uld been 

absent &isht Jeat"s. ! lett them with the hope that I 



wou.ld. see mJ beloved bl"'th•l? w1th1n one botw. But 

at~ did not know but the. t t. might have moved OJI 

pariulp$ 41ed a1nce I left Swetl&a I l~tted up 1Jf1 h&a" 

. to the LON that he would make liO!tle we:y ~Olt* • eo I 

might t1nd him oJ~> •~ right 1nte:U~nce of h!.m. Aa 

I.app~ached near !"yekebf whel'$ be was when I lett 

swe4ea, ! •t two young lada. ! $.&k.e4 them 1t thelf 

\m.(tw Cbltr*les B:•detrom. They stopped and looked on me 

w1th amaseant and fo~ a ~nt did not answe• and then 

eai«l to •• •tord Goa• Ml'O is his bJ~Ctl'J&p.0 I asked 

them !f ~'lo,- lo'J.ew h1m. '!~y ea14 the,.- d1d and told • 

when be lived arid •aid tbe.t he bad a bake171 but rA'1/ 

bl"'tbiu~ did nC~t ua4eNtan4 baldng when I left Sweden 

I thou~t pe~pe this is not m:r brothol'• As this •• 

8unda7• Jul7 7th, I c~ncod tbie da71a jou~~ 2 

e*clo.ck in the momtns in ol"der that :r should come to 

L7cbb7 eau: .. l,- :1.n the fo,.noon but I was oblised to wait 

tor my eon••Jance so I 414 not come tb.e:r.-e 'betoH n 

o' . .clock tn tho rorenoon. When I oam& to the house whel'& 

I expec,te4 to aee !ff'l bl'Otber, a servant tS1ttl came to the 

dco~ and I ~ulked if lUl was at hems. She aa1d no• be and 

his lad.y are to cltw;to.h but she expected them. hoae 1.-41-

at$17• I aeked her if I could walt be!'e until the7 eemte 



~. She sa!d as eh& waa a. eenant she had no right 

to give • l1bel*t7 • !b&n I told he~ J: waa his brothel'. 

She w1 tb. aaton1abmtntt opened the door and let me 111. Aa 

I cam in an ol4 lady opened the doo• in the adjo1J:liftl 

~and b14 • St$p 1n. Sbe told 111e she was '1111 b~th

eP' a Hotbfn'-1n-law. She pointed be:Jt fin~$~ to a 11 ttle 

si~l about eisht .ontb3 old and said thia ia bia l!ttle 

daughte~. l looked tu:~ound thtt house and. ev~u':rth1ng be• 

apeaka or neatnea$ and comro:n. I telt to thank the Lol'd 

on b1e behalf,. l told the old lady tba t I should like 

to aoee 1 t. be ku• me, so the: ae!'V'ant s1rl took ftt1 things 

lm4 ca~ied them u,pata1.~s and I wa1 t 1n another room to 

take bJ au.pp~tae. But the servtU\t g1~1 had t()ld. a pe!Jaon 

and tbla pspaon told ~ bJtO:tbel' u she Mt l'Um a 11 ttle 

t~ the hOUJU!' that bia bXtGt-~ hfld COM f~ liflttth 

Amtu•loa. I ulted to see him with g!'Gat aen~atton and 

u be ~mil Ma wife oa~• into t,_ houae be c.- upstairs 

and spMf18 1rtto a'l' ~• atd with jo;ytul. teare w hasten

ed to eaeh othera cmbracea .AJld gave pat.ae to the Lo!\! 

toaether Eo• b.ta pMse"iDS caM smd that we -~ apcu.-e4 

<m0411 mo" t.o aee ou eo the~ in thta vale of tea~. This 

was an 1ntorestln8 moment aa ldt~ht be expected. we had 



11\lCh to sa:r to aal~ about. I felt moat awd.cue to 

mow if' he had the ble~&s«u! ev1d$Me as htt had eight 

Jfna~a ago that th.& LOrd was p:ne1ous to his soul. He 

answered •• 1••· we apent the :N.ta1n1~ part ot the 

day in telling or the wonden or the Lord and the var1• 

oua t~tala he had <1e11 vel'$d u.s t•=• B1a wife aM his 

~tb&r-1n•l&w ~o lived With them also knew the reality 

of rel1£~1ou. 'fbis blessed fuil7 lived ben. and wor

shipped God. 1n :t1nctn•1t,- ard.da rlill1gtous aupex-st1t1oa 

and foftila:li t,.. I htua.J:'d amo».g othe:r aoleam truths 'ff4'l 

'bt+Oth•tt told me tbat m'3' dea:.t:' a1ster Jolu\nna died 1n the 

year 1818• and one ot m7 1oungeat brotbepe died previous. 

~17 Jobarmea. 'MJ' g~tber- died in that JEUtl" and 

'1:f.7 stepmothcn ... talao bad died. A.ll th1a ha4 taken plaN 

since I lett rJfl' native land. •••7 ot these· that alee-, 

in the tomb I tutpeeted to •••• but th&7 a~ gone. o God.• 

'ab.at land calla to me and till the living to prepare tor 

that solemn hou:r aa the oveni.ng comea. we bow OUJt kn.eee 

to the moat high God and give hbl p:tta1M fora h1a love 

ant! good.Deall to ue. I was _.lt.d to ten&:.'l"neaa befo" 

the Lol'd as m'8 dea]!t bl?Otlw!' add~4HUsed .tne t~ne ot gnoe 

in his. •'1 though he made use ot Pl"aJ'&N that he had 



lea~d out or the LutheJ'al'l ppayep book• but he pnre4 

from the ainoer1ty of his he$l't am I waa ve117 .uoh 

blfifUJed. 

T'b.1s mo~ning l waa VfU'7 much Pe!'l'Gabed afteJI 

~leeptng in a good bed after ao lond and t1Nstme a 

Jou~r. I was vrn!'l . ao:t!'8 a.rteP eo mueb. rtdintJ though 

tb.e :roads are ali good. a;~ can be found in ~e world. Theil!t 

oa:J~ta are eo ~ugbl.J made and the moat part of' the oountJT 

is vcu!'f mountainous. Thorut thlnga t.take it vef!7 tlnao~~e 

travelliDS• But fftl' soul wae MPP1 in the Lcl"'d whilst 

walk1ag about in 'S.'7 bi'Othcn••a orcba:rd and beholding how 

botm.t1tullr th• Lord clothed that spot with his bleaaingt 

and I also aa I went 1n and outs 14e the housEuJ 1 t showed 

1 t had the bleftai ng of heaven and an 1w.tuetr1oue hue band

rum.. na bua1neea went on m th Ngular1 ty and tm.t~el"'U 

people gave him the ~ererence on account of bis honest¥ 

1n his dealins•t and in bow mu:eh betteJI condition I 

found hlm than I expected 1n oveey respect, both 1D. 

sp11*1tual and te~ral tb1nga. Wl'..en considering the 

persecution and scottn of all J~en, bUt moat from the 



preache"a tow~~ theae people tba t have th~ugh 

repentano• and ta1th found tho saviotn•, it woul4 

seem impossible to &. pe;l'son that doea not take into 

account the catte Goo has over the 1'-1iht.oua, tbat 

the few scattered pllg~i1ns tb.fto~h this beautiful 

land oan atand. But gloJ7 to God. He hath not tOt'• 

gotten his people •• H7 dea~ b~theP baa w1 th his in• 

dUtJT and w1 th t'bf) blee81 na or Clod 6a1ne4 enough to 

seclU'e for himself and h1a little familJ" a comfortable 

place of some eona1derable value even in thia aean.t 

oount1:7. so 1 aee th• prOl!tise tull.f1lled t seek p the 

Kingdom of God and h!a ~1shteouaneaa and all the rest 

shall be added unto J'OUe 
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